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APPENDIX B,
THE NINTH VAISHYA CONFERENCE,
.S ALTN ¥:2

Tho Ninth Vaishya Couference was held at Aligarh on the
28th, 29th and 30th December 1900, in response to the invi-
tation of the Vaishya Community of that place. Aligarh is
not a large Vaishya centre, bubt the enthusiasm shown by
the Vaishya Community of that place, and the care and trou=
ble bastowed by them in - carrying out the Conference pro-
gramme, threw many larger and more important Vaishya
centres into shade, The gathering this year was by far the
largest of any previous years and more than 2,000 delegates
and visitors from the N. W. P. Punjab, Rajputana and
Oudh attended the sittings of the Conference. So great was
the interest shown in its proceedings, and so keen the dis-
cussion, that the sittings had to be. prolonged for three
instead of two days. The arrapgements made by the Receps
tion Committee were on a very liberal scale and left nothing
to be desired; every member of that body was anxious to do
his ntmost to make the Conference a success. The Committee
cumprised among them almost all the leading Vaishyas of
Aligarh, who by throwing themselves heartily into the
movement, made it a greater success than it had been in
any previous year.

Lala Lokman Das, one of the oldest and most respected
Pleaders of Aligarh, as President of the Reception Com-
mittee, welcomed the delegates and visitors in & short but
impressive speech and asked them to elect their President
for the occasion. Rai Bahadur Lala Natthi Mal, Rais and

Honorary Magistrate of Khurjs, who commands much influs
13
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ence in and is highly respected by the Vaishya Community
of Khurja and the adjoining places, was then elected DPresi-
dent of the Conference. In his address, after reviewing the
work done by the Conference doring the nine years it has
been in existence, the President laid great stress upon the
necessity of practical action on the part of all who were in.
terested in the progress of the community and of furnishing
by their own conduct examples to their less enlightened bre-
thren to follow. The President showed his own earnestness
in the matter by pledging himself to carry ont most of the
resolutions of the Conference and doing his best to help the
movement on by every means in his power.

Reports of local Sabhas and brief accounts of the work
done by the Upadeshaks of the Conference and the various in-
stitotions like the Vaishya Orphanage at Meerut and the
Vaishya Boarding House at Agra managed by it, were then
read before the meeting, and the undermentioned resolutions
discussed and passed.

Most of these resolutions had already been passed at pree
vious Conferences, but what distingnished this year’s proe
ceedings was the earnestness with which the speakers treated
their subjects and theattention with which the vast concourse
of 2,000 people present at the Conference mesting listened to
them. The speakers comprised among them men of all ranks
most of them fully capable of handling the subjects en-
tusted to them. There was great unanimity of opinion up-
on almost all the subjects discassed, and wherever there was
difference of opinion, the discussion was always most friendly
resulling in & resolution which showed the force with which
the sabjects appealed to the community. Besides the Vaish-
yas & number of Shastris of rank and authority were also pree
sent in -the Conference. Two of them, Pandit Ram Misra Sha-
stri Mahamahopadyaya of Benares, and Pandit Madhusudan
Lal Goswami of Brindaban, spoke in favour of the resolus
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tions against early marriages and cited aunthorities to show
that the practice had not the sanction of tha Shastras. Among
other important practical steps taken by the Conference
to carry out its programme, was the formation ofa band of
workers who pledged themselves to carry out all the resola-
tions in their daily lives, as well as to have them enforced
among the rest of the community asfar as possible. These
men were not only those who had received an English ednca
tion, but alsi others who commanded great influence and
were reckoned as the leaders of the commaunity in their res~
pective places. Their names are given in,Appendix A. The
namber has since increased and in the last annnal meeting
of the Vaishya Subha at Begumabad a large number of people
pledged themselves to carry out the Conference resolations
like their brethren at Aligarb. A Scholarship of Rs. 30 a
month, tenable fcr three years, was also founded by Rai Ba-
hadar Babn Shyam Sunder Lal, Minister of Kishengarh; Rai
Kedar Nath, District Judge, Hoshiarpur, Lala Ramanuj Da-
yal, and the General Secretary, to have a Vaishya student
trained in the Victoria Jubilee Technical Institute at Bombay
and Babu Prayag Naraip, a Vaishya who has passed the F.A.
Examination of the Allahabad University, has accordingly
been sent to be trained in Cotton Mill Engineering for a pe-
riod of three years. The Conference has also sent Lala Babu
Lal, a Vaishya stndent of Kharja, to Tokio in Japan for
technical education. The cost of the training will be about
Rs. 3,000, and it is hoped that the members of the commu«
nity will atilize these young men’s services by establishing
their own mills and factories for the purpose of encouraging
Indian Manuafactures and affording their countrymen a
wider field of uselnl employment.

In order to find out how far the allegation that the Con.
ference was not making much headway among the Vaishya
commnyity in general was true, a circalar letter was jssued
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to all the members of the Vaishya Maha Sabha and others
interested in the movement, to ascertain and report as to how
far our programme had received the sympathy and co-opera-
tion of the people. The replies received and the number of
people who attended the last Conference, and the sympathe.
tic spirit in which they received ourresolutions, showed that,
though slowly, we were making good impression upon the
community, and that given a large number of men determin-
ed to labour for the good of the community, as well as to act
up to their convictions in their own daily lives, our success
was sare. Social reform, whick aims to strike at the root of
practices prevalent in a community for centaries, can neither
be popular nor successful in the beginning, nor can those who
sow the good seed hope to see it grow and bring forth frait
in a single life time, If they can only clear the gronnd and
make the soil fit for receiving it, they may rest assared of
the result coming in good time; and what we saw of the Vai.
shya Conference at Aligarh, leads us to hope that the new
ceutnry will mark an era in the history of the Vaishya Coun-
ference in cementing a bond of union, not merely between a
few practical and earnest workers, but thronghoat the Vai-
shya community, With these remarks, I commend the an-
dermentioned resolutions to the members of the Vaishya
community in particular, and Indian reformers in general;
hoping that the former will raceive them in the spirit in
which their representatives have hitherto received them in
their annnal conferences, and the latter will sympathize with
our efforts to advance our community in the scale of Indian
Nations and favor us with suggestions to extend oar sphers
of public nsefulness,

RESOLUTIONS.
I. The Conference notices with regret that differencef
and disunion still prevail amongst the members of the com,
munity in most places on trivial matters, Such difference
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are mostly due to misapprehension and prove a great stamb.
ling-block in the way of progress of union among the com-
manity.

The Confer ence therefore invites the particular attention
of all members of the community to its first principle of
promoting union and removing disupion, and suggests the
following methods for the more practical carrying out of this
object:—

(a) All members of the Vaishya Maha Sabha, all
Vaishya visitors, delegates, and all Upadeshaks of the Confer =
ence, ought to make it their first duty fo ascertaia in their
respective centres, the state of feeling among the varions
members of their community and its different sections, the

cause of their differences, if any, and the means of removiog
them,

(8) They should solicit the aid of all raspectable mem-
bers of the community residing in such centres, towards the
amicable settlement of ruch disputes,

(¢) They shounld organize local Sabhas and Pancheyats
for the purpose, and induce all members of the community to
join and have their disputes settled by them.

(d) All members of the community be requested to
help their poorer brethren by every means in their
power.

(e) The names of all such members who help to car-
ry out the above objects should be sent to the Maha
Sabha in order that public thanks be given to them inthe
Conference. _

(/) All members of the community ought to respect
each other’s feelings and customs.

I am glad to note that this resolution is heing attempt-
ed to be carried out in & practical manner, for the Vaishya
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Maha Sabba often receives appeals on caste dispates and
intimation of the willingness of the parties to abide by its
decision.

1I. That this Conference, in reaffirming its resolations
of the preceding years, nctes with satisfaction that the efforts
hitherto made in the reduction of marriage and funeral ex-
penses, and removal of pernicious customs, are encouraging;
but there is still ample room for improvement and the Cone
ference hopes that more persistent efforts shall be made in
this direction by all members of the community.

In order to carry out this resolution in a practical man.
ner, the Conference suggests the adoption of the following
methods by all members of the community:—

(a) Reform in distribution of charity and discourage-
ment of indiscriminate throwing away of money on occasions
of births, marriages and deaths,

(b) Reform of pernicicus costcms, and encouragement
of beneficial ceremonies.

{¢) Framing of rules by local bodies with reference
to local requirements in places where such rules have not
yet Leen framed.

This resolation is also not & dead letter; on the contrary,
local bodies of important centres often ask the sid of the Vai-
shya Maha Sabha in framing rules for regulating expenses
incurred in marriage and other ceremonies. Efforts are,
moreover, being made {o apply money spent on snch occasions
to useful public purposes, while lectares on social reform are
now and then resorted toin place of nautches. Donations
are often given to the Vaishya Orphanaje and other anseful
institations, instead of money being thrown away among
crowds of able-bodied beggars, and the commaunity is ,begin-

ning to understand that the right use of money is not to
throw it away on marriages, but to employ it on the educa.
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tion of children, as well as in “work of public utility. One
of the richeet bankers of Ajmere told me the other day that
had the Conference come into existence 20 years earlier, he
vould have saved lacs of rupees he had thrown away in mare
riages and had applied them in & more nseful manner. 1t
is also some satisfaction to note that our local Sabhas are
doing some good work in this respect. In Kota, for instance
tbe expenses of each particular marriage are regulated by the
Kota Vaishya Sabha. The parties apply for permission to
celébrate the marriage and the Sabha determines the amount
to be spent on such occasion, regard being had to their posi*
tion in life. It has thus been able to effect a saving of many
thcusands of rupees ( vide Appendix B.), and it is hoped
that & similar procedure will be adopted in other places.

111. The third of the twice-born oastes being designa-
ted Vaiskyas in the Hinda Shastras, this Conference impres-
ses apon all members of the community the necessity of giv-
ing the name of their caste as Vaishyas, and not as Bauia,
Bakal or any other term which is employed to denote a parti-
cular trade.

(1) The Conference cordially approves of the letters
sent by the Vaishya Maha Sabha to the Censas Commissioner
for India and the Saperintendent of Census Operations N. W,
P.,, and resolves that a Memorial be sent to His Honor the
Licutenant-Governor, N. W. P, with the prayer that those
members of the community who wish to style themselves
Vaishyas in any public proceeding or retnrn, be entered as
Vaishyas and not as Bania or Bakal.

(2) This Conference expresses its deep obligation to
the Census Commissioner for India for his reply to the Ge-
neral Secrotary’s letter, that “the instructions in the Census
Code have the same object as that contemplated by the Maha
Sabha, ziz., the substitution of real caste names for general
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occupational terms. ” It also tenders its thanks to the Su-
perintendent of Census Operations, N. W. P., for his reply to
the Maha Sabha’s letter, that ¢ the object of the rules enjoin-
ing the use of the word Bania for Vaishya was not to cause
anncyance to any section of the ccmmaunity,”” The Confer-
ence, however, submite, that the use of the wcrd Baria for
Vaiskya would lead to errors in the Census Returns, while,
on account of the infericr education of the greater number of
enumerators, the use of a term likely to mislead as well as
to hurt the feelings of a large section of a loyal community,
should not be considered desirable.

(3) That a Vyavastha of some recognized Shastris be
taken and sent up with the memorial.

In accordance with this resolution, & memorial was sab-
mitted to the Local Government. The memorial and the
Government reply, together with further correspondence on
the subject, are printed as an Appendix to thisreport, The
Vaishya Maha Sabha has already collected and is collecting
information likely to lead to a settlement of the qnestion as
to which of the present mercantile castes of India represent
the Vaishyas of the Shastras and why they do so. The enquiry
is likely to take some time, and involve much labour, but
the Sabha hopes to furnish to the Vaishya community as full
and exhanstive an accouut of the origin and location of its
different sections as is possible out of the materials at com=
mand.

IV. That this Conference reaffirms its resolutions of
previons years and impresses npon all members of the com-
manity the necessity of promoting the physique of boys by
some of the following methods: —

(a) Solong as students are under instruction they
should be encouraged to observe their Brahmacharya ( celi
bﬂcy' )

'Y
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(&) Parents and guardians should not only attend to
the maintenance and education of their children and wards,
bat should also see that they take bodily exercise and attend
manly games.

In accordance with this resolaution, the Hon’ble R. B.
Lala Nikal Chand has given a donation of Rs. 25 for those of
the Vaishya students who show themselves proficient in
manly exercises, and this money will be distributed in the
shape of medals to the Vaishya students of the Meerut, Agra,
and Rohilkhand Divisions.

V. That this Conference reaffirms its previons resolu-
tions regarding the prevention of early marriages and hopes
that in all sections, families and places where sach marriages
prevail, boys shall not be married before the age of 16, and
girls of 12.

This resolution, as I have already said, was sapported by
two of the most eminent authorities on Hindu Law, Maha-
mahopadhyaya Pandit Ram Misra Shastri of Benares and
Goswami Madhusudan Lal of Brindaban. Pandit Ram Misra
challenged any Pandit to show that infant marriages were
recognized by the Shastras; and he cited his own example
in support of the resolution. In fact, he went farther and
maintained that Brahmacharya onght to be observed till, and
no marriage take place before, the age of eighteen. He
proved from quotations from the Shastras that the meaning
of the rule enjoining the marriage of girls at eight has been
misunderstood by the community.

There is no doubt that this resolation is making much
headway among the Vaishya community and it is only the
weathy and highly conservative in towns, who advocate in-
faot marriages on the plea that it is difficult to get suitable

bridegrooms after the girl has reached a certain age. How
14
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far this plea onght to hold good in these days, let our youog
men answer.

VI. Inorder to have a thorongh knowledge of religions
duties and rites, to discharge their household duties properly
and to impart sound education to children, it is essential that
females should be properly edacated, not only in the Hindi
and Sanskrit languages, but also in the art of homsehold
management. But as such education can only be imparted
by properly qualified tatoresses, the Conference suggests the
following practical methods :—

(a) That the Vaishya Maha Sabha davote & portion of
its funds towards the edacation of women to qualify for
tutoresses, in sach schools as the Sabha may direct.

( 5) That prizes be given by the Vaishya Maha Sabha
from time to time to authors of useful works on female
education.

This resolution has already been partly carried out by
the Vaishya Maha Sabha, in utilizing the services of Lala
Sanna Lal, Supervisor Qanoongo of Balandshahar, who is
the author of several popular works for Indian females, to
compile a series of gradnated teaders in Hindi for girls. He
has already compiled two of the eeries, both of which have
been published by the Sabha, and Lala Sannu Lal has been
thanked by the Conference for his laboars.

VIL That this Conference impresses upon all mem-
bers of the community the necessity of improving and pro-
moting their trade by the establishment of Joint stock Com-
panies and the encouragement of manuafactures and indastries,
and it hopes that its members will avail themselves of every

means afforded by the present system of edacation and
travel.

The Conference notes with eatisfaction that its members
have established ‘manufactories at some of the more impor-
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tant Indian centres, but in order to make such efforts saccess-
fal, much more ought to be done in this direction. The Con-
ference also hopes that its moambers will encourage native
arts and industries and will use mnative articles of consamp-
tion as far as practicable:—

(2) All members of the casts who own manufictaring,
trading or banking firms, may be requested to train a certain
pumber of youths of the caste in their respective concerns,
and those who express their readiness to help in this good
work may be asked to send in their names, the number of
youths they are ready to train, and the terms of training, if
any, to the office of the Vaishya Maha Sabba.

(5) An indostrial exhibition of articles iavented and
manufactared by members of the community be held at the
annual meeting of the Conference.

(¢ ) That the Vaishya Maha Sabha send by April next
8 Vaishya student to Japan, for the purpose of receiving
technical sducation, in accordance with the resolation passed
at the Bareilly Conference of December 1899 and defray the
necessary expenses.

This resolution has been partly carried out by the Vai-
shya Maha Sabha and one student has already been sent for
technical edacation in the Victoria Technical Institate at
Bombay, and another to Japan for the same purposs, The
number of cotton and other factories owned by Vaishyas is
largely on the increase, but much remains to be done in this
direction, and the fact cannot be too strongly impressed upon
all, that the wealth of the community does not increase by
its exclusive devotion to money-lending or land-holding, but
by promoting the arts and industries of the country. Qur
annual exhibition is not large, but it affords promiee for the
fotare. Among other things exhibited at Aligarh were Spe—
cimens of Egyptian and American cotton and American
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Indian-corn riised, and of Gur manufactured from the latter
by Lala Ram Chandra, Rais of Sisauli, in the Muzaffarnagar
District. Babus Prayag Narain and Sri Narain of the Vai-
shya Young Men’s Associstion, Meerut, also showed a ma-
chine for calico-printing. This contrivance, though very
crnde and yet in its very first stages shows that our young
men are turning their attention in directions other than the
Bar or Government service. Lala Gobind Ram of Kasganj
also exhibited some excellent photographs showing great skill
for an amateur photographer.

VIII. That this Conference invites the attention of all
members of the commaunity to the ondesirability of marria«
ges by widowers, after the age of forty in any case. It also
recommends that the practice of giving young girls in mar-
riage to old men, on receipt of money consideration for sach
marriages, ought to be put a stop to. Such practices are
pernicions and demoralising, and are looked upon by the Sa-
bha with the strongest disapproval,

This resolution was passed by a majority of votes, after
a very hot and spirited discmesion, and the attitude of the
meeting showed how strong was the feeling against the mar-
riage of widowers after forty, whether they had children of
not, and whether their health was good or otherwise. How
far the rest of the community will respond to this resolution
remains to be seen,

1X, The Conference notices with regret that its reso-
lutions are not yet fully carried cut in practice, but that a
large number of the community often actin disregard of
them. The Conference therefore thinks it to be the first
duty of all its members, as well as those of the Vaishya Ma-
ha Sabhs, to show by their own example how its programme
of reform can best be carried out. It impresses upon each
and all of them the necessity:
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(a) Of not giving others ground for unfavourabls com-
ments upon their condact; and

(&) Of trying their best to remove all misapprehene
sions regarding the aims and objects of the Conference.

(1) The Conference further directs that all Upadeshaks
do report to the Vaishya Maha Sabha the names of all sach
members as carry out its resolutions im & practical manner,
80 that their names be published in the caste papers and
thanks given to them in the Conference.

(2) That those members of the commaunity who help
to carry out the resolutions passed by the Conference in their
respective centres, be awarded silver medals at the annual
meetings of the Conference.

(3) In places where local Sabhas have be:ome extinct
or are lifeless, or have not yet beenformed, such Sabhas be
revived or formed, and that all their members, as well as
those of the Vaishya Maha Sabha, do their utmost for the
purpose, as well as see to their effective working.

(4) That all Upadeshaks do solicit the aid of all res-
pectable members of the community in having local Sabhas
established, and report tothe Vaishya MAlaha Sabha the
names of such as help them in the matter, in order that their
names be published in the caste papers and thanks given to
them in the Conference.

(5) The Conference, moreover, suggests that a depu-
tation of some of the members of the Vaishya Maha Sabha
visit one or more important centres in the country and ascer-
tain how far the resolutions of the Conference are carried out
in practice, and if they are not, the reason thereof and how
they can be carried ont. They should also explain the aims
and objects of the Conference to the community; and the
Vaishya Maha Sabha should publish and distribate tracts,
fully stating its aims and objects and removing any mlsap-
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prebensions which may le prevailing regarding them, and
such tracts should be distributed throngh the Upsdeshaks.

I have already alluded to the pledges taken by some of
our members. The Conference employs two paid and a num-
ber of Honorary Upadeshaks who visit various places in the
country to disseminate ita programme among the Vaishya
community. Greater saccess has been achieved by us in the
smaller towns and villages of the N. W. P. and Rajputana
and the Panjab than in the larger towns, where the inflax of
wealth, strength of zenana and priestly inflaence and sectional
pride often prevent people from realizing the necessity of
immediate action in social matters. There is, however, grounnd
for hope that future years will show that the Vaishyas of our
larger towns, who claim to be more advauced than their bre-
thren in villages, are really so, not in mere devotion to money-
making, but also in reforming their home-life.

X. The Conference hopes that all members of the com-
munity shall contribate to ita funds at least one rupes af
births and two at marriages, as well as help its fands on
other occasions of charity also.

This resolution has not been withoat effect, for the last
marriage season brought us a fair amount of money, both for
the Orphanage and the funds of the Vaishya Maha Sabha.

X1. That in the opinion of this Conference, it is most
desirable that in public offices and courts wbers the Urda
character is still exclusively used, as in the Punjab, the Na-
gari character be also employed in all processes and proceed-
ings.

The Conference records its deep obligation to the Hon’ble
Sir Antony Macdonuaell, Lieutenant-Governor, N. W, P. and
Oadh, for sanctioning the nss of the Nagari character, along
with Urdg, in all courts of the N, . P, and hopes that all
members of the corzmunity shall largely profit by a cinces-
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sion which removes a serious impediment in the way of ths
progress of Hindi Literatare, and that they will encourage
snd promote it by the publication of works in accordance
with the exigencies of the time.

XII. That this Conference, in re-affirming its resolu«
tions of former years, agaia directs the attention of all sec-
tions of the Vaishya community to the promotion of Sanskrit
and Devanagari education, and the kncwledge of the princi-
ples of morality of their respective religious tracts, and sung-
gests the following practical methods:—

(a) Education be given to every child in the beginning
in the Devanagari character, and all schools ( Pathashalas )
which have been established by the members of the commu-
pity, be saperintended, and their system of education so re«
gulated by the Vaishya Maha . Sabba in consaltation with
their founders and managers, as to be able to impart sound
and ueeful instruction.

(%) Devanagari character be introdaced in all Maiha-
jani Schools.

(¢) All Vaishya students who attend schools and col-
leges, be encouraged to tike Hindi and Sanskrit as their
second language by means of scholarships aud prizes as far as
funds permit.

In accordance with this resolation, Seth Bansi Dhar of
Bulandshakar has given a prize of Rs. 10 to the Vaishya stu-
dent who passed first in Sanskrit in an Examination of the
Allahabad University; and the Vaishya Maha Sabha two of
Rs. 25. Three medals shall therefore be given in the current
year to students passing the B.A,, F.A. and the Entrance Exa-
minations of the Allahabad University held in January 1901.

(d) Authors of useful works in Sanskrit and Hindi be
encoursged by means of prizes, as faras the funds of the
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Vaishya Maha Sabha permit, and their works, if approved of
by the said Sabha, be published.

(e) Small tracts and pamphlets on social reform, im-
provement of trade and manafactures, and principles of mora-
lity and religion, be, from time to time, published and distri-
bated by the Vaishya Maha Sabha. Tbe Sabha should take
early steps towards carrying out this resolaution in a practical
manner.

Rai Bahador Lala Lalta Prasad of Pilibhit has carried
out this resolution by establishing a Pathashala for higher
Sanskrit learning at a cost of rapees one huadred and fifty per
month. This Pathashala ought soon to be raised to the statas
of a good Sanskrit College.

XIII. That this Conference invites the attention of all
members of the community to make such reforms in the dis-
tribution of their charities as shall bring them more in accor-
dance with the injunctions of Shastras and would not entail
mere waste of money, and the Conference has every hope that
the members of the community shall adopt better and more
nseful methods of charity. Among others, it suggests the
following practical methods.

(@) That on all occasions of distribation of charity and
inanguration of charitable undertakings, the interest of Sans-
krit learning and the promotion of general well-being be al.
ways taken into consideration by all members of the comma-
nity; and a list of charitable buildings that exist, as well as
those that may hereafter be erected, be sent to the General
Secretary in order that the list of the donors be published
in the caste papers and thanks given tothem atthe Con-
ferénce.

(b) That a fund be opened at once by all local Sabhas,
according to their local conditions, for the help of the widows
of the Vaishya community.
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XIV. That this Conference notices with regret that
the present system of both echool and college education still
tells very heavily upon both the physiqne and the intellect of
the stadents, and very often leaves them unfit for practical
life, and it draws the atten'ion cf all Uuniversity and Eda.
cational authori*ies to make sauch other chapges in their cur-
ricuiom as shall remove this complaint.

XV. That this Conference, io re-atfirming it+ previous
resolations, expresses its entire sympathy with all Tempar-
ance Associations that have been established in this and
other countries for the promotion of abstinence frcm the use
of intoxicants.

While the resolutions about practical action were being
discussed, an appeal tor fands was made and the following
gentlemen helped the several movements organized by the
Conferenca with the amonnts specifiel against their names:e—

2 7. | &

E.l=ed | S-3] 85| ag
Names, SE |35 £2 25|88
B2 é.,h nE | oR "éh
2

Rs. Rs. | RBa. | Rs
1. Lela Ramanuj Dayal Sahib, .| Be
- Rais. meerut ... I . . es 750

2. B.JaiLal, Sub Judge, Azam.

ara e 100 100 100} 100

g
8. Rai Bahador Seth Nathi Mal,
I}{I?is and Hony. Magistrate|
hurja " 801 ..
4. Rasi Kedar Nath, M, A,, Dia- 240} 100
trict Judge, Hosharpur ...} 50
5. Agsrval Kadim Confereues,
throngh the President. L.
Shiv Prasad, Rais, Muzaf
farnager el 25 25 25 25 25
6. Lala&’?qir Chand Maheshwari
.

i e
7. Lala Marli Dkar, Vakil)]
Umbalia, on occasion of
Marriage, .-

8. Babo Ganpat Rai, Sab-Divi-
sional Officer, Thatoun,
{Barmsh) JU B {0

9. Lala Jugal Kishore Sahib
Rais, Thoura, Bulaad-]
shabar Districe ... el e ves ee vee 93
Other ;‘ybscrip!.iona less than
s 25

15

44 81 .. 2¢{ 139
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On the evening of the 20th December 1900, an evening
party was held in the Conference Pandal for the delegates and
visitors to meet and form each other’s acquaintance as well
as exchange friendly greetings.

At the conclusion of the programme, cordial votes of
thanks were given to the President and the Vice-Presilent of
the Conference, and the President and Members of the Re=
ception Committee; and with three cheers for Her Majosty
the Queen-Empress the meeting dispersed, the delegates and
visitors greatly appreciating the brotherly feeling and the
kindness shown to them by their hcsts in Aligarh.

In concluding this brief summary of oar work at the
Aligarh Conference, let me irapress apon all membera of the
Vaishya community the fact that unless they rise to theiy
tradition of mautnal help and co-operation, and march with
the times, they can never hope to hold theirown in the Pre-
sent race for progress. Courage of conviction, perseverance
and determination to do the right because it is right, pure
domestic life, commercial integrity snd high moral character,
simple habits, soundness and moderation of judgment, are all
objects which the Conference is steadily setting before the

Vaishya community to attain. Let me hope that they will
soon be attained.

BAlJ NATH,
General Secretary,



APPENDIX C,

REPORT OF THE WALTERKRIT
RAJAPUTRA HITAKARINI SABHA
FOR THE YEAR 1899,
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS.

DELEGATEY OF THE WALTERERIT RAJAPUTRA HITARKARINI
SABHA,~—

The report shows a good deal of work done in the year.
The marriages that have come within the scope of the Com-
mittee rules number iowalt 5,177, and the funerals to 1,480.
Of these 4,755 marriages have been regular and 1,377 fane-
rals. Among the different associations I notice with espe-
cial pleasure the highly satisfactory accomnt given of the
Ajmer Committee’s working. Kishangarh, Tonk, Karaali,
Bikaner, Jhalawar, Partabgarh, Jodhpur and Alwar all
earn the General Committee’s special commendations. I
think that in Bikaner we may trace the influence of His
Highness the Maharaja in the interest which the "Committee
of that State has shown inthe performance ofits daties, - I
agree with this Committee in thinking that the - sentence of
four month’s imprisonment passed in oné of the States on &
delinquent is & punishment that is too severs for the offence.
The aim of the Committee is a social aim, and its object
is to induce rather than to punish. It would be a misfortune
if owing to'the infliction of severe punishment an impres.
sion got abroad that the Committee’s rales could be used ag
a means of harassing those who do not -obey taem, and
placing them on the same footing as those who break the
criminal law. Of the precise circumstances of the cass [
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rofer to 1 am not aware, but I am fully in agreement with the
Committee that a word of caution is required.

I joiu with the Committes in thinking that the presence
of the Central India delegate among them is very satisface
tory, and I notice the favourable way in which the Com.
mittee speak of the officials by whom their work has been
conducted.

ANNUAL GENERAL REPORT
FROM
THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE
OF THE

WALTERKRIT RAJAPUIRA HITAKARINI SABHA
70

A. L. P. TUCKER, Esq., C.S,,
CoxmussioNER, AJMER-MERWARA, AND  VICE-PRESIDENT
AND CHAIRMAN OF THE SABHA.
Dated Ajmer, the 2nd April 1900,

Sir,

We, the members of the General Committee of the Wal-
terkrit Eajaputra Hitakarini Sabha, Rajputana, have assem.
bled bere at Ajmer, as delegates from the districts of Ajmer-
Merwara and the Native States of Rajputanas mentioned
below, in order to attend thke Thirtesnth Annnal Session of

ghe Sabha :—
Alwar. Jodhpar.
Bharatpur. Karauli.
Bikaner. Kishangarh.
Dholper. Kotah,
Jaipar. Pratapgarh.
Jaisalmer, Tonk,

Jhalawar. Udaipar.
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We held our preliminary meetings from the 26th to the
31st March 1900, and the reports and statements were laid
before us by the General Secretary of the Sabha, which were
read to and discussed by us.

From the statements and other records which we pe-
rused daring the last week it appears that 4,980 marriages
and 1,430 fanerals among the Rajputs, and 197 marriages
and 50 funerals among the Charans were registered during
1899, the year under report, It farther appears that the total
number of cases which were according to rule aggregated
4,584 marriages and 1,330 fanerals among the Rajputs, and
171 marriages and 47 funerals among the Charans., In-
fringements of the Sabha rules were noticed as follows: —

Rajput Charan
Per cent Per cent
Marriages Marriages
(4) Against rule in respect of age 191 38 8 4:08
» ’ expense 39 18 ..
” I} (ng 37 7 17 86
» s rit 14 28 e
» marriage party 115 2:3 1 5
Pending cases ... 3710 74 2 1
Total 766 1526 28 142
Rajput Charan
Per cent Per cent
Funerals Funerala
(B) Against rule in respect of
expense, 14 97 3 6

Pending cases 86 601

Total 100 698 3 6

The ceremonies performed among the Brahmans, Sidhs,
Rajguru-Porohits and Jats were also mentioned in the report
and statements. We are glad to see the Bikaner Local Com-
mitteo has been trying to propagate the influence of Sabha
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rales on other castes, 'We have noticed the interest which
the Committee has taken in the performance of its daties,
with which we are pleased.
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General Statement of Marriages and Funerals performed among the Rajputs during the yeor 1899,
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General Statement of Marriages and Funerals performed among the Charans during the year 1899
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE OF
THE WALTERERIT RAJAPUTRA HITAKARINI
SABHA AT THEIR 13TH ANNUAL SESSION,
HELD AT AJMER, FROM THE 26TH
MARCH TO 2ND APRIL 1900:—

1.~An application dated the 30th March 1900 was sab-
mitted by the Local Sabha, Jodhpur, to the following
puarport :—

It has been" seen that some of the Native States in Raj-
putana try to recover the expenses of the Local Sabhas from
the Zemindars ( landholders and caltivators ). This action
on their part will earn a bad reputation for the Local Sabhas.
It would therefore be better to arrange so that the State
treasuries only, and not the Zemindars and other sabjects, be
liable to pay their expenses.

Resolved unanimously.—That the above proposal ‘may
te carried into effect.

IL.—The Bikaner Local S3abha snbmitted a copy of some
Sabha roles which seem to have been omitted in the last
Code of Sabha Rules, and proposed that they may be given
a place in the new Code of Sabha Rules.

Resolved unanimously.—~That action may be taken as
suggested above.

IIT.—The Local Sabha, Tonk, in an application, dated
the 28th March 1900, stated that owing to famine the faneral
feasts have for the present been discontinned among the
Rsjputs of the Tonk State, aud are replaced by Brahmbhoj

feasts to Brahmans ) as an act of charity. The Sabha
wishes t0 know if the expenses incurred at the Brahmbhoj
ehould be entered in the funeral retarns,

Resolved.~That such feasts to the Brahmans, together

with the expenses, should find a place in the faneral returns,
16
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1V.~—Moved by the Bikaner Sabha :—According to the
Sabha Raules every' person governed by them is entitled to
expend any sum not exceedi ng Rs, 100 in a marriage, without
any consideration to his income. It has also been ruled that the
father of a bride may, if poorand moneyless, receive a sum
to the extent of Rs. 100 as.»:f from the father of the bride-
groom for marriage expenses. It may therefore be clearly
laid down whether the bride’s father is entitled to spend Rs.
200 under these circamstances.

Resolved unanimously .~That under the circumstances
meutioned above, the bride’s father is not allowed to spend
more than Rs. 100,

V.—Moved by the Bikaner Sabha:—That from the pe-
rasal of the cash account it is found that the fand of the
Walterkrit Rajaputra Hitakarini Sabha consists of a large
sum. The annual subscription from the different Native States
may therefore be discontinued for the present, and may be
re-levied when necessary.

Resolved unanimously—That the suggestion may be
placed before the Agent to the Governor-General in Raje
putana, and President Walterkrit Rajaputra Hitakarini
Sabha, and action may be taken according to the orders
which he may be pleased to pass.

VI.—Petition dated the I5th March 1900 from Bhup
Singh, Rajput of Gadeli in Jajpur, complaining against
Dangji of Nand in Shekhawati for setting up Thakar Fateh
Singh of Parasrampura and his! Thakurani tfo quarrel, and
praying that the matter may be investigated and tried
through the Jaipur Residency.

The petition being read bofore the Genesal Committes
it was resolved that after being submitted to the A. G. G.and
President W. R. H. Sabha it may be forwarded to the Local
(" -amiftes; Jaipur,
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VIL— Moved by the Bikaner Sabha :—Resolation No.
4 of 1899 lays down that the half-yearly returns and kaifiats,
etc., should be submitted by the different $Local Committees
in clear and legible handwriting, and in the Devanagari cha-
racters and language, It has, however, been observed this
yoar that the returas, etc. from some Local Committees are
‘drawn up in the local dialects and characters of the Native.
States in Rajputana. It may therefore be pointed out that
the retarns and kaifiats, etc., should, in futare, be sub-
mitted in the manner enjoined in Resolution No. 4 of 899,

Resolved unanimously~That a strict compliance with
the aforesaid resolution should be observed by all Local
Committees.

VIIL—Moved by the Bikaner Sabha:~~1Vhether Resoe
lation No. 1 of 1899, which exempts the giver of less Tyag
from punishment, is applicable to Rajputs and Charans both
or to the former only.

Resolved~That the aforesaid Resolation is; intended for
Rajputs alone,

IX.—Enquiry by the Malwa Rajaputra Hitakarini Sabha
cn’ the following point :—

In the event of more than ane marriage and faneral being

performed within a year in the same family, what should be
tLe scale of expenses to be incnrred for them ?

Resolved.—That the scale of expenses under the above
circumstance cannot be different from that which is already
laid down for each separate ceremony.

" No enhancement or reduction can be made ia the scala
owing to the multiplicity of ceremonies.

X,—By order of the Agent Governor-General and Pro«
eident Walterkrit Rajaputra Hitakarini Sabha the follow-
ing case_was put befors the General Committee by the
General Secretary:—In 1894 the danghter of the Thakur of
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Lawa in Jaipur was betrothed to the Thakur.of Jamoli in
Mewar. Iu connection with this betrothal the Thakur of,
Lawa alleges to have given to the Jamoli Thakor cash-
money and property valued at Rs. 2,826-9-6 as Tika, and the
Iatter received it. Sabsequently the Jamoli Thakuor mar.
ried another girl. "Whereupon the Lawa Thakor asked
the Jamoli Thakurto return the cash and property. The
two lists of cash and property,sabmitted by the two Tha~
kurs, do not agree with each other.

In the opinfon of the General Committee thegiftand
acceptance of Tika and marrying another girl in spite of
previous betrothal are acts which the Sabha rules do not al-
low, The Committee has after inquiries come to know that
the Lawa Thikana of the Nurukas, formerly connected
with Tonk, is now uander the Jaipur Residency. No marriage
and foneral statements are sabmitted by this thikana. As
Lawa is sitnated in Rajputana it should sabmit the mar-
rage and foneral returns, and be governed by the Sabha rules,

Resolved unanimously—That the Agent Governor-Gen«
eral and President of the Sabha be humbly approached with
the request that the Sabha rules may be made applicable to
Lawa, and this case may be forwarded to the Political Officer
of the state under which Lawa may be considered for the
purposes of the Sabha, forjdisposal. And as Jamoli belongs
to Mewar the Local Committee of Udaipur should, affer the
decision of the case, award due punishment to the person who
received the Tika in question,

XI.~Moved by the Pratapgarh Local Sabha :—That
at present the Rajputs who go from Rajputana to Malwa for
contracting marriages, and also those who come from Malwa
to Rajputana for the purpose are required to distribute tyag
in accordance with the Malwa Sabha rules, whereby the
Charans are put toa great loss. The proper course to be
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followed in the distribution of tyag seems to be this, that
when a Rajput goes to Malwa for a marriage he should be
governed by the Sabha rules of that place, and when he

comes to Rajputana the Walterkrit Sabha rules should be
applicable to him.

Resolved.—~That a ruls which is embodied in Resolatioa
No. I of 1897 has already been laid down for the distribution
of tyag in cases of intermarriages with Rajputana and Malwa
Rajputs, and which purports to the samething, The said

Resolation ( of 1897 ) is not clearly worded, and may there-
fore be amended accordingly.



APPENDIX D.

The following is a copy of the memorial submitted to
H. E.the Viceroy about two months ago and His Excellency’s
reply therto.

The humble Memorial of the Hindu Sooial Reform As-
sociation of Madras.

Most Respectfally Sheweth :—

I. That there exists in the Indian ccmmunity a class of
women commonly known as nantch-girls,

2. That the reputed profession of this class is pro-
stitation. i
3. That these public women are often employed for
entertaining guests at social functions.

4. That Earopean guests, when invited to these enter-
tainments, would seem to have hitherto felt constrained to be
present at them out of a sense of delicacy and irrespective of
thejr own sentiments.

5. That & strong feeling is springing up among the
more thoughtful of the educated classes of this country
ageinst the prevalence of this practice of employing nautch-
girls, as tending to lower the moral tone of society and as
inconsistent with social propriety and those idess of self-
respect which are coming to be adopted under the inflnence
of modern education, ‘

6. That a movement was started in Madrasin 1893 to
discourage this practice, and that at the Indian Social Con-
feronce, not to mention Provincsal Social Conferences, resos
lations have repeatedly been passed in condemnation of the
practice,
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7. That, as a result of the  growing feeling against the
practice, nautch-girls are not so largely employed at private
entertainments as was once the case; ard even at public
entertainments nowadays in honour of the highest representa~
tives of the State, the nautch has not infrequently been dis-

pensed with.

8 Thatin the opinion of Your Excellency’s memo-
rialists, the time has come when European guests of rank
and position may, without violence to Native sentiment,
let it be understood, either generally or as occasion may arise,
Let they would not notice the absence of the naatch, if it
should be dropped in any entertainment given in their
Louour,

9, That your memorialists feel confident, from the no-
blo standard of daty and righteousness insisted on by Yonr
Excellency in the administration of the country, that yoa
will aid, by all proper means, efforts made to remove social
evils of the kind herein mentioned.

10. That your memorialists accordingly appeal to Your
Excellency to discourage, by such means as may lis within
Your Excellency’s power, the pernicious practice of employ-
iag nautch girls at social entertainments and thus to facili-
tate the attainment of that social ideal which owes its birth
in this country to the moral influence of British rule,

The reform Association has received the following reply
to the above :—
CALoUTTA, 228D DECEMBER 1900,
Sig,

I am directed by his Excellency to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your letter of 23rd, October last forwarding a memo_
risl on the employment of nantch-girls at entertainments, The
Viceroy is not himself interested in their performances; but
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be hardly thinks that the matter is one upon which he is
called apon to make any pronouncement or to take any
action,

1 am, yours faithfully,
(Signed) W.LAWRENCE,
Private Secretary to the Viceroy,



