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APPENDIX B. 

fHE NINTH VAISHYA OONFERENCE, 
ALTGARll. 

The Ninth Vaishya Oonference was held at Aligarh on the 
28th, 29th !\nd 30th December 1900, in response to the invi­
tation of the Vaishya. Oommnnity of that place. Aliga.rh is 
not Q, large Yaishya. centro, but the enthusiasm shown by 
the Vaisbya Oommunity or that place, nnd the C:lre aud. trou.. 
ble bestowed by them in carrying out the Conference pro­
gramme, threw many larger and more important Vaishya. 
centres 'into shade. The gathering this year was by far the 
largest or a.ny previous years and more tha.n 2,000 delegates 
and visitors {rom the N. W. P. PunJab, Rajputa.na and 
Ondh attended the sittings of the Oonference. So great was 
the ioterest shown in its proceedings, ond so keen the dis­
cnssion~ that the sittings had to be. prolonged for three 
instead of two days. The arrangements made by the Recep. 
tion Com mitteo were on a. very Ii beral scale and left Doth ing 
to be desired; every member of that body was anxions to do 
his utmost to make the O{Jnferellce -" success. The Committee 
cumprised among them almost a.ll the leading Vaishyas of 
AIigarh, who by throwing themselves heartily into the 
movement, made it a greater success than it had been in 
any preVi<lU5 year. 

Lala Lokroan Das, one of the oldest and most respected 
Pleaders of Aligarh, us President of the Reception Com­
mittee, welcomed the delegates and visitors in a. short bqt 
impre81!1ive speech and asked them to elect their President 
for the ccca.sion. Rai 13ahadnr Lalli. Natthi Mal, Rais and 
Honorary Magistrate of Khnrja, who cQmmands much inllu· 

13 
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ence in and is highly respected by the Vaishya. Community 
of Khorja' and the adjoining places, was then elected Presi­
dent of the Conference. In his address, after reviewing the 
work done by the Conference daring the nine lears it has 
been jn existence, the President laid great stress upon the 
necessity of practical action on the part of all who were in· 
terested in the progress'of the community Bnd of farnishing 
by their own conduct examples to their less enlightened bre­
thren to follow. The President showed his own earnestness 
in the matter by pledging himself to carry out most of the 
resolutions of the Conference and doing his best to help the 
movement on by every means in hiB power. 

Reports of local Sabhas and brief accounts of the work 
done by the Upadeshaks ofthe Conference and the various in .. 
stitntions like the Vaishya Orphanage at Meerut and the 
Vaishya Boarding House at Agra managed by' it, were then 
read before the meeting, and the undermentioned resolutions 
discussed and passed. 

Most of these resolutions had already been passed at pre­
vious Conferences, but what distinguished this year's pro­
ceedings was the earnestness with which the speakers treated 
their subjects and the attention with which the vast concourse 
of 2,000 people present at the Conference meeting listened to 
them. The speakers comprised among them men of all ranka 
most of them folly capable of handling the subjects en .. 
tasted to them. There was great unanimity of opinion up­
on almost all the subjects discussed, and wherever there was 
difference of opinion, the discussion was always most friendly 
resulting in a resolution which showed the force with which 
tb(t subjects appealed to the community. Besides the Vaish .. 
yas a number of Shastris of ran~ and authority were also pre­
sent in the Conference. Two of them, Pandit Ram Misra Sha­
stri Mahamahopadyaya of Bennres, and £andit Madhusudan 
Lal Goswami of Brindaban, spoke in favour 01 the resola. 
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tions against early marriages and cited authorities to show 
that the practice had not the sanction of the Shastras. Among 
other important practical steps taken by the Conferenc8 
to carry out its programme, was the formation of a band of 
workers who pledged themselves to carry out all the resolu­
tions in their daily Jives, as well as to have them enforced 
among the rest of the community as far as possible. These 
men were Dot only those who had received an English ednca 
tion, but alsi. others who commanded great influence and 
were reckoned ns the leaders of the community in their res." 
pectin places. Their names are given i~Appendix A. The 
nnmber has ~ince increased and in the last annual meeting 
of the Vaisbya Sabhs at Eegumabad a large number of people 
pledged themsel ves to carry ont the Conference resolntions 
like their brethrfn at Aligarh. A Scholarship of Re. 30 a 
month, tenable fa thre~ years, was also founded by Rai Eo.­
hadur Eabu Shyam Sunder Lal, Miuister of Kishengarh; Rai 
Kedar Nath, District Jndge, Hoshiarprir, Lala Ramauuj Da­
yal, ana the General Secretary, to have a Vaishya student 
trained in the Victoria J nbilee Technical Institute at Bombly 
and Eabu Prayag Narain, a Vaishya who has passed the F.A. 
Examination of the Allahabad University, has accordingly 
been sent to be trained in Cotton Mill Engineering for a. pe­
riod of three years. The Conference has also sent Lala. Eabn 
Lal, a Vaishya student of Khurja., to Tokio in Japan for 
technical education. The cost of the training will be about 
Rs. 3,000, and it i~ hoped that the members of the commu~ 
nity will utilize these young men's services by establishing 
their own mills and factories for the purpose of encouraging 
Indian Manufactnres and affording their .countrymeu a 
wider field of usefnl employment. 

In order to find out how fa.r the allega.tion that the Con­
ference was not making much headwa.y among the Va.ishya. 
commt1:lity in geueral was true, a circular letter was issued 
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to all the membera of the Vaishya .Maha Sabha and olhers 
interested iq the movement, to ascertain and report as to how 
far our progra.mme ha.d received the lIympathy and eo-opera­
tion of the people. The replies received and the number of 
people who a.ttended the last Conference, and the sympathe­
tic spirit in which they receive~ our resolutions, showed that, 
though slowly, we were making good impression opon the 
community, anu that given a large number of men determin­
ed to labour for the good of the community, as well as to act 
up to their convictions in their own daily Ii ves, our success 
was sure. Socia.l reform, which aims to strike at the root of 
practices prevalent in a commonity for centuries, can neither 
be popular nor soccessful ill the beginning, nor can those who 
sow the good seed hop" to see it grow and bring forth fruit 
in a single life time. If they can only clear the ground and 
make the soil fit for receiving it, they may rest assnred of 
the result coming in good time; and what we siL\V of the Vai· 
shya Conference at Aligarh, leads us to hope that the new 
centu,ry will mark an era in the history of the Vaishyn. Oon­
ference in cementing a. bond of union, not merely between a 
few practical and earnest workers, but throughollt tho Vai­
shya community. With these remarks, 1 commeDll the nn­
dermentioned resolutions to the members of the Vn.iahy" 
community in rarticula.r, and Indian reformers in general; 
horing that the former will l'dceive them in the IIpirit in 
which their roprese'ntatives have hitherto received them in 
their annual conferences, and the latter will symp'l.thiza with 
our efforts to advance our community in the sCdle oC In,lilln 
Nations and favor us with suggestions to extend our sphera 
of public usefulness. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

I. The Conference notices with regret that difference~ 
and disunion still prevail amongst the members of the com. 
munity in most places on trivial matters. Snch difference 
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are mostly due to misapprellension and prove a grea~ 8tumb .. 
ling.block in the way of progress of union am)ng the com .. 
munity. 

The Conler ence therelore invites the particular attention 
of all members of the community to its first principle of 
promoting nnion and lemoving disnnion, and 8uggests ttEt 
following methods for the more practical carrying out of this 
object:-

( tJ) All members of 'the Vaisbya Maha Sabha, aU 
Vaishya visitors, delegates, a.nd all U padeshaks oltha Oonfer· 
enee, ought to make it their firet do~y to ascertain in their 
respective centres, the state of feeling among the various 
members of their community and its different sections, the 
cause of their differences, if any, and the meaDS or removiog 
them. 

(6) They should solicit tbe aid of aU ra~pectable mom­
bers of the commnnity residing in such centres, towards the 
amicable settlement of inch disputes. 

( t:) They shonld organize local Sabhas and Panchayats 
for the purpose, and induce all members of the community to 
join and have their dispotes settled by them. 

e d ) All members of the community be requested to 
help their poorer brethren by every means in their 
power. 

( B) The names of all such members who help to car­
ry out the above objects should be lent to the Yaha 
Babha. in order tha.t public thanks be given to them in the 
Conference. 

(f) All members of Lhe community ought to respect 
each other's feelings aDd costoms. 

I am glad to note tha.t this resolution is 'being altempt­
ed to bo carried out in a prllctical manner, for the Vaishya. 
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Maha Sabba often receives appeals OD caste disputes and 
intimation of tbe willingness of the parties to abide by ita 
decision. 

II. Tbat this Conference, in reaffirming its resolutions 
of the pree eding years, nttes with satisfaction that the effort. 
hitherto made in the reduction of marriage 'and luneral ex", 
penses, and removal of pernicious customs, are encouraging; 
but there is still ample room for improvement and the Con­
ference hopes tllat more persistent efforts shall be made in 
this direction by all members of the community. 

In order to carry ont this resolution in 1\ practical man­
ner, the Conference suggests the adoption of the following 
methods by all members of the community:-

( a) Reform in distribution of charity and discourllyge .. 
ment of indiscriminate throwing away of money on occasions 
of births, marriages and deaths. . 

( b) Reform of pernicious cnstc.ms, IlDd encooragement 
of beneficial ceremonies. 

( c) Framing 0/ rules by local bodies with reference 
to local requirements i.D places where socb rules have not 
yet teen framed. 

This resolution is also not a dea.d letter; on the contrary, 
local bodies of important centres often ask the sid of the Vai­
sbya Maha Babha in framing rules for regolating expenses 
'incurred in marriage and other ceremonies. ,Efforts are, 
moreover, being made to apply· mouey spent on such occasioDs 
'to usefu,l public purposes, while lectures on social reform are 
now and then resorted to in place of nautches. Donations 
are. often given to the Vaishya Orphana~e and other useful 
institutions, instead of m,oney being thrown away among 
crowds of able-bodied beggars, and the community is ,begin­
ning to understand that the right use of money is not to 
throw it away on marriages, but to employ it on the edqca. 
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lion of children, as wen as in 'work of public utility. One 
of the richc!t bankers of Ajmere told me lhe other day tha~ 

had the Conference come into existence 20 years earlier, he 
'Vould have saved lacs of rupees he had thrown a.way in mar· 
riages and bad !lPplied them in a more useful manner. It 
is also some satisfaction to Dote ihat our local Sabhas are, 
doing Bome good work in this respect. In Kota, for instance 
the expenses of each particular marriage are regulated by the 
Kota V"ishya Sabha. The parties apply for permission to 
celeorate the marriage and the Sabba determinea the amount 
to be spent on Boch occasion, rega.rd heing had to their posi· 
tion in liCe. It has thos been able to effect a saving of many 
thcnsands of rupees ("ide Appendix B.), and it is hope~ 
that a similar procedure will be adopted in other places. 

BI. The third of the twice-born oastes beingdesigna.­
ted Vaislt!l'lS in the Hindu Shastras, this Conference impres­
ses opon all {lUtmben of the community the necessity of giy~ 
ing the Dame of their caste as Vaishyas, and not as Bania, 
Bakal or any other term which is employed t.o denote a parti~ 
cnlar trade. 

( 1) The Conference cordially approves of the letters 
sent by the Vaishya Yaha Sabha to the Census Commissioner 
for India and the Superintendent of Census Operations N. W. 
P., and resolves that a Memorial be sent to His Honor th& 
Lieutenant-Governor, N. W. P., with the prayer that those 
members of the community who wish to style themselves 
Vaishyas in any publio proceeding or return, be entered ag 
Vaisbyas and not as Bania. or Bakal. 

( 2) This Conference expresses its deep obligation to 
the Census Commissioner tor India for his reply to the Ge .. 
nersl Secretary's letter, that "the instructions in the Census 
Code have the same object as tha.t contemplated by the Maha 
Sabba, t:iz., tbe substitution of real casle names for genera,l 
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occupational terms. u It also tenders its thanks to the SQ­
perintendent of CeDSOS Operations, N. W. P., for his reply to 
the Maha Sabha's letter, that" the object of the rules enjoin­
ing the nse of the word Bania for Vaishya wa.s not to canse 
annt.yance to any section of the ccmmunity," The Confer­
ence, however, snbmitll, tha.t the use of the werd Bania for 
Vaishya wonld lead to errors in the Censns Retnrns, while, 
on a\'count of the infericr edocation of the greater nnmber of 
enomerators, the use of a term likely to mislea.d 88 well as 
to hort the feelings of a 1arge section of "A loyal commQDity, 
should not be considered desirable. 

( 3) That a Vravastha of some recognized Shastris be 
taken and sent np with the memorial. 

In accordance with this resolotion, a memorial wal sob. 
mitted to the Local Government. The memorial a.nd the 
Government reply, together with farther correspondence on 
the 8object, are printed as an Appendix to this-report. The 
VaJshya Maha babha has already collected and is collecting 
informa.tion likely to lead to a settlement of the qnestion as 
to which of the present mercantile castes of India represent 
the Vaishyas of the Shnstras and why they do 80. The enquiry 
is likely to take some time, and involve much labonr, but 
the Sabha hopes to fnrnish to the Vaishya commonity as fall 
and exhaustive an accool.lt of the origin and location of its 
different sections as is possible oot of the materia.ls at com­
mand. 

IV. That this Conference reaffirms its resolutions of 
previous years and impresses upon all members of the com­
monity the necessity of promoting the physique of boys by 
some of the following met~ods:-

( a) So long as stodents are under instruction they 
should be encouraged to observe their Brahmacharya (cali 
bacy. ) 
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( 6) Parents and guardians should not only attend to 
the maintenance and education of their children and wards, 
but should also see that they take bodily exercise and attend 
manly games. 

In accordance with this resolution, the Hon'ble R. n. 
Lala Nihal Chand has given a donation of Re. 25 for those of 
the Vaishya students who show themselves proficient in 
manly exercises, and this money will be distributed in the 
shape of medals to the Vaishys,'students of the, Meerut, ~gra, 
and Rohilkhand Divisions. 

V. That this Conference reaffirms itd previous resolu .. 
tions regarding the prevention of early marriages and hQpes 
that in all sections, families and places where such marriages 
prevail, boys shall not be married before the age of 16, and 
girls of 12. 

This resolution, as I have alre,ady said, was supported by 
two of the most eminent authorities on Hindu La.w, Mahle\­
mahopadhyaya Pllndit Ram Misra Shastri of Benare. and 
Goswami Madhuslldan Lal of Brindaban. Pandit Ram Misra 
challenged any Pandit to show that infant marriages were 
recognized by the Shastras; and he cited his own exa.mple 
in snpport of the resolution. In fact, he went further and 
maintained that Brabmacharya ought to be observed' tm, and 
no marriage take place before, the age of eighteen. He 
proved from quotations from the Shastras that the meaning 
of the rule enjoining the marriage of girls at eight has been 
misunderstood by the community. 

There is no doubt that this resolation is ma.king much 
headwa1 among the Vaishya community and it is only the 
weathy and highly conservative in towDS, who advocate in­
fant marriages on the plea that it is difficult to get suita.ble 
bridegrooms after the girl ha~ reached a certain age. How 
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far this plea. onght to hold good in these days, let our young 
men answer. 

VI. In order to have 8 thoroogh knowledge of religions 
duties and rites, to discharge their household duties properly 
and to impart sound education to children, it is essential that 
females should be properly educated, not only in the Hindi 
and Sanskrit languages, but also in the art of household 
management. But as such education can only be imparted 
by properly qualified tutoresses, the Conference suggests the 
following practioal methods:-

( a) That the Vaishya ~bha. Sabba. davotf. a portion of 
its funds towards the education of women to qualify for 
tatoresses, in such schools as the S~bh8 may direct. 

( 6) That prizes be given by the Vaisbya Mab" Sabha 
froni time to time to authors of u~eful works on female 
education. 

1'his tesolntion has already been partly ca.rried out by 
the Vai.hya Maha Sabha, in utilizing the servioes of Lala 
Sannu Lal, Supervisor Qanoongo of Dulandshahar, who is 
the author of several popular works for Indian females, to 
compile 8 series of graduated readers in Hindi for girls. He 
has already compiled two of the Eeries, both of which have 
been published by the Sabha, and Lala Sannu J.Jal has been 
thanked by the Conference for his laboors. 

VII. That this Conference impresses npon a.ll mem .. 
hers of the community the necessity of improving and pro .. 
moting their trade by the establishment of Joint stock Com­
panies and the encouragement of manufactures and industries, 
and it hopes that its members will avail themselves of every 
means afforded by the present system of edncation and 
tra.vel. 

The Conference noles with satisfaction tha.t its members 
hiTe established 'manufactories at 80me of the more impor .. 
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ful, much more ought to be done in this direction. The Con­
ference also hopes that its msmbers will encourage nati,~ 
arts and iudustries and will use' natil'e articles of consump­
tion as fa.r as practicable:-

( a) All members of the caste who own m&nufJ.eturing, 
tr&ding or banking firms, may be requested to train a certain 
number of youths of the caste in their respective concerns, 
and thQse who express their readinoss to help in this good 
work may be asked to send in their names, the number of 
youths they are ready to train, and the terms of training, if 
any. to lhe office of the V2i.ishya Maha Sabha. 

(6) An indnstrif\I e.l:hibition of articles iovented and 
manufactnred by members of the community be held at the 
annual meeting of the Conference. 

(C) That the Vaishy& Yah& Sabha send by AprIl nut 
a Vaishya student to Japan, for the purpose of rttceiving 
technical edncation, in accordance with the resolution passed 
at the Bereilly Conference of December 1899 and defray the 
necessary expenses. 

This resolntion has been partly carrieJ out by the V &i­
Ih,a Yaha Sabha and one student has already beeo B8nt for 
technical edncation iu the Victoria Technical Institnte at 
Bombay, and another to Japan for the same purpose. Tho 
number of colton and other factories owned by Vaishyas is 
largely 00 the increase, but mach remaiu. '0 be done in. this 
direction, and the fact cannot be too strongly impressed opon 
all, that the wealth of tho community does not increase by 
its excltlSive devotion to money-lending or land-holding, but 
by promoting the arts and industries of the country. Onr 
annual exhibition is Dot large, but it &frords promise for. the 
fntnre. .Among other thing8 exhibited at Aligarh were sp6-
cimens oC Egyltlian and American cotton and Americ4n 
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Indian-corn r ,isec1, and of Gur manufactured from the latter 
by Lala. Ram Chandra, Rais of Sisauli, in the Muzaffarnsgar 
District. Babne Prayag Narain and Sri Narain of the Vai­
.bya Yonng Men's Association, Meerut, also sh?wed a ma­
chine for calico-printing. This contrivance, though very 
crude and yet in its very first stages ehows that our young 
men are turning their attention in directions other than the 
Ear or Government service. tala Gobind Ram of Kasganj 
also exhibited some excellent photogra.phs ehowing great skill 
for an amateur photographer. 

VIII. That this Conference invites the attention of all 
members of the community to the nndesirability of marria .. 
ges by widower~, after the age of forty in any case. It also 
recommends that the practice of giving young girls in mar­
riage to old men, on receipt of money considera.tion for snch 
marriages, ought to be :put a stop to. Such practices are 
pernicions and demoralising, Bnd are looked upon by the Sa­
bhs. with the strongest disapproval. 

This resolution was passed by a majority of votes, after 
a very hot and spirited discussion, and the attitude of the 
meeting showed how etrong was the feeling against the mar. 
riage of widowers after forty, whether they had children Or 
not, and whether their health was good or otherwise. How 
far the rest of the community will respond to this resolution 
remains to be seen, 

IX. The Conference notices with regret that its reso­
lutions are not yet fully carried out iu practice, but that a 
large number of the community often act in disregard of 
them. The Conference therefore thinks it to be the first 
duty of all its members, as well as those of the Vaishya Ma­
ha Sabha, to show by their own example how its programme 
of reform ca.n best be carried out. It impresses upon each 
and all of them the necelisity: 
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(a) Of not giving others ground for unfavourable com­
ments upon their conduct; and 

( 6) Of trying their best to remove all misapprehen. 
siona regarding the aims a.nd objects of the Conference. 

(1) The Conference further directs that all Upadeshaks 
do report to the Vaishya Mahs Sabhs the names of all such 
members as carry out its resolutions in a practical manner, 
110 that their names be published in the caste papers and 
thanks given to them in the Conference. 

( 2) That those members of the community who help 
to carry out the resolntions passed by the Conference in their 
respective centres, be awarded silver medals at the annnal 
meetings of the Conference. 

(3) In places where local Sabhas have bel:ome extinct 
or are lifeless, or have not yet been formed, snch Sabhas be 
revived or formed, and that all their members, as well as 
those of the Vaishya lbha Sabhs, do their utmost for the 
purpose, aa well as see to their effective working. 

( 4 ) That all U padeshaks do solicit the aid of aU res­
pectable members of the community in having local Sabha.a 
established, and report to the Vaishya AIahs. Sabhs. the 
names of Buch as help them in the matter, in order that their 
names be published in the caste papers and thanks given to 
them in the Conference. 

( 5) The Conference, moreover, snggests that a depu­
ta.tion of some of the members of the Vaishya Maha Sabha 
visit one or more important centres in the country and ascer­
tain how far the resolntions of the Conference are carried out 
in practice, and if they are not, the reason thereof and how 
they cln be carried out. They shaold also explain the aims 
and objects of the Conference to the community; and the 
Vaishya Yaha Sabha should publish and distribnte tracts • fuUy stating its aims and objects and removing any misap-
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prehensions whfch may 1e prevailing regarding them, and 
such trBcts should be distribnted through the Upadeshaks. 

I have already alluded to the pledges ta.ken by Bome of 
our members. The Conferenco employs two paid and a num­
ber of Honorary Upadeshaks who visit various places in the 
country to disseminate its programme among the Vaishya 
community. Greater success has been achieved by us in the 
.maller towns and villages of the N. W. P. and Rajputana 
and the Punjab than iu the la.rger towns, where the influx of 
wealth, strength of zenana and priestly inflnance and sectional 
pride often prevent people from realizing the neceisity of 
immediate action in social matters. There is, however, ground 
for hope that futore years will show that the Vaishyas of our 
larger towns, who claim to' be more advauced than their bre' 
~hren in -villages, are really so, not in mere devotion to money­
making, bat also in reforming their home-life., 

X. The Conference hopes that all members of the com­
munity shall contribote to its funds at least one rupee at 
births and two at marriages, lUI well as help its funds on 
other occasions of charity also. 

This resolution has not been without effect, for the la.st 
ma.rriage season brought us a fair amount of money, Loth for 
the Orphanage and the fonds of the Vaishya. Ma.ha. Sllbha. 

XI. That in the opinion of this Conference, it is most 
desirable tha.t in public offices and courls where the Urdu 
character is still exclusively used, as in the Punjab, the No.­
gari character be also employed in all processes and proceed. 
ings. 

The Conferimce rec:>rds its deep obligation to the Hon'ble 
Sir Antony 1Iiacdonnell, Lieutenant-Governor, N. W. P. and 
Qodh, for sanctioniIrg the nse of the Nagari character, along 
with Urdu, in a.ll courts of the N. W. P., and hopes that all 
members of the cocmunity shall largely profit by t10 C >nces-
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eion which removes a scrious impediment in the way of the 
progress of Hindi Literature, and that they will encourage 
and promote it by the publication of works in accorda.nce 
with tbe exigencies of the time. 

XII. That this ConferenC9, in re-,ffirming its re301u ~ 
tions of former years, again directs the attention of all 11ec­
tionl ofthe Vaishya commonity to tba promotiou of Sanskrit 
and Devanagari education, aud the knowledge of the princi­
ples of morality of tbeir resp6ctiTe religious tracts, and sug .. 
gests the following practical methods:-

(a) Education be given to every child iu the begiuning 
in the Devanagari character, and all schools (Pathasha.las) 
which have been established by the me mbers of the commu­
nity, be snperintended, and tbeir system of education so re­
gulated by the Vaishya. r.bh~ . Sabha. in consultation with 
their founders and managers, as to be able to impart sound 
and meful instruction. 

(b) Devanagari character be introdllced in all !hha­
jani Schools. 

( c) All Vaishya students who attenJ schoob and col­
leges, be encouraged to t·\ke Hindi I\nd S!l.nskdt as their 
second language by me~ns of scholarships and prizes as far as 
funds permit. 

In accordance with this resolutioll, Seth Bansi Dhar of 
BnlandshaLar has given a prize of Rs. 10 to the Vaisbya .tu· 

dent who passed first in Sanskrit in an Examination of the 
Alla.habad University; and the Vaishya. Maha Sabha two of 
Hs.25. Three meda.ls shall therefore be given in the current 
year to students passing the B. A., F.A. and the Entr&nc~ Exa­
minations of the Alla.haba.d University held in January 1901. 

(d) Authors of useful works in Ssnakrit and Hindi be 
en cour8ged by meanS of prizes, as far as the fands of the 
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Vaisbya Maha Sabha permit, and tbeir works, if approved of 
hy the said Sabba, be published. 

( e) Sma.ll tracts and pamphlets on socia.l reform, im­
provement of trade and manufactures, and principles of mora. 
lity and religion, be, from time to time, publis~ed and dIstri­
buted by the Vaishya Maha Sabbs. The Sabha should take 
early steps towards carrying ont this resolution in a practical 
manner. 

1!tai Bahadur Lala, La1ta Prasad of Pilibhit has ca.rried 
out this resolution by establishing a Pathashala for higher 
Sanskrit learning at a cost of rupees une huu dred and fifty pef 

month. This Pathashala. ought Boon to be ra.ised to the status 
of a good Sanskrit College. 

XIII. That this Conference invites the attention of all 
members ot the community to ma.ke soch reforms in the dis­
tribution of their charities as shall bring them more in accor~ 
da.nce with the injunctions of Shastra.s and wonld not entail 
mere waste of money, and the Conference has every hope that 
the members of the community shall adopt better aud more 
Dseful methods of charity. A mong others, it suggests the 
following practical methods. 

(a) Tha:t on all occasions of distribution of charity and 
inauguration of charitable undertakings, the interest ot Sans­
krit lea.rning and the promotion of general well· being be a.l. 
wa.ys ta.ken into considera.tion by all members of the commu­
nity; and a list of charitable buildings that exisb, as well as 
those that may hereafter be erected, be sent to the Genera.l 
Secreta.ry in order tha.t the list of the donors be published 
in the caste papers and thanks given to them at the Oon­
ference. 

( h) That a fund be opened a.t once by aU local Sabhas, 
according to their local conditions, for the help of the widows 
of the Va.ishya community. 
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XIV. That this Conference notices with regret that 
the present system of both Fchool and college education still 
tells very heavily OpOD bl)tb the physiqll6 !l!l" the intellec\ of 
the students, aOlI ,·ery often It';\\"e:; them nufit (or pr:ICfical 
life, and it dI'1l\T8 the atten'jfln cf nil Uui\·er"ityan,1 Eliu. 
cationalauthori'ies to make t'nch OIlier cU:lnges iu their car· 
riculnm 8S sball remove Illis {'ollll'll\iut. 

XV. Tl,at this Conference, iu re-affirming it ... previous 
resolntions, expresses its entire 8J mpathy witll all Temper­
ance Associations that have beeu established in this and 
other couotries for the promotion of abstinence Crem the use 
of intoxicants . 

While the resolutions abont practieal action were being 
discussed, an appe&l tor fnnds was made aQd the following 
g~ntlemen helped the several movements organized by tha 
Conference with the amonnts speeifie'l Rgl\inst their nl\mes:-

..¥ 

'" e ~ '0 c· 'iii. :::.a 
G> = ~] i;"g s:: CI 
~:ti c:= C; Gel f.::. to:.;;':' OIl.... ':::'li:t 

Name!. 

P C eo 
-------------------------+---~----~--~----~~ 

1. Lala. ~manui Dayal Sahib. I Rs. 

. Rals. meerut ..• .~.... 
2. B.JaiLaJ, Su\l Jodge, Azam. 

gar" .... •.. • ... 
S. RaJ Babadur Seth Nathi Mal, 

Rais and Hooy. Magistra 
Kbllrja . '" ••. 

<4. Rai Kedar Natb. M. A., Dis· 
trict :r u.lgl'. HOl!blarpul' '" 

5. Agarval Ka,hm COlllel'en~. 
thron~h the President. L. 
Shiv Prasad. Rais, .Muuf 
farnRII,&r ••• • •• 

G. Lala. Faqir Chand Mahpshwari 
D.,lhi ... • •. 

7. Lala Murli Dhal'. Vakil 
Umball&. on occasion or 
Marriage. ... . .. 

S. Bahn Ganpat Raj, Snb-Divi . 
• ional Officer. l'hntoull. 
(Barmab) ... '" 

9. !.ala Jugal Kiehore Sahib 
Rais, Thoum, Sdla;-.d­
abahar Djiltnc~ .,. '" 

Other Subscript.ions less t.han 
R8. 25 

15 

25 

Rs. 

100 100 

50 

100 

25 25 

8 

Rs. 

100 

25 

25 

21 

Rs. 

751} 

100 

100 

100 

25 

50 

25 

25 

130 
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On the evening of the 29th December HlOO, a.n evening 
party wa.s held in the Confercnc& Pa.ndal for the delegat,es and 
visitors to meet and form each other's acquaintance u wdI 
as exchange friendly greeting~. 

At the conclusion of the }lrogramme, cordial votes of 
t.hanks were giveu to the 1're$ident and the Vice-Presi\ltlnt of 
the Conference, and the President and Memherll of tho Re­
ception Committee; and with three cheers for Hef Majesty 
th~ Queen-Empress the meeting di8persed, the delega.Les and 
visitors greatly appreciating, the brotherly feeling and the 
kindness shown to them by their hests in Aligarh. 

In conclnding this brief summa.ry of onr work at the 
Aligarh Conference, let me impress upon all members of the 
Vaishya community the fact that unless they rise to thci r 
tradition of motnal help and co-operation, and march w\th 
the times, they can never hope to hold their'own in the Pre­
sent race for progt:esl3. Courage of con viction, l,ersevcrance 
and determina.tion to do the right because it is right, pnre 
domestic life, commercial integrity hnd high mora.l character, 
!imple habits, soundness and modi!ration of judgment, are all 
objects which the Conference is steadily setting before the 
Vaishya community to attain. Let me hope that they will 
800n be attained. 

BAIJ NATll, 

General Secretary, 



APPENDIX C. 

UEPORT OF T;HE ,\VALTERKRIT 

RAJAPUTRA HITAKARINI SABHA 

FOR THE YEAR 1899. 
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

DELEGATES OF TRB WALTERKBl.T R ... UPUTB4 HlTAJt.&.BDlI 

SABRA-J -

The report shows a good deal ot work done in the year. 
The marriages that have come within the scope of the Cnm­
mittee rules nnmber tu-.11-&,l77, and th6 flID8rals to 1,480. 
Of these 4;755 marriages have Leen regular and 1,311 fune­
rals. Among the ditrerent associations 1 notice wit4 espe­
cial pleasure the· highly satisfactory account given ot the 
Ajmer Committee's working. Kishangarh, Tonk, Karaali, 
Bikaner, Jhalawar, Partabgarh, Jodhpnr and Alwar all 
earn the General Committee's special commendations. I 
think that in Bikaner we may trace the influence of His 
Highness the Maharaja in the interest which the 'Committee 
of that State has shown in the performance of its duties. . I 
agree with this Committee in thinking that the,' ~enLence of 
four month's imprisonment passed in one bf'the St~tes on a 
delinquent is a punishment that is too severe for the ofFenclt. 
The aim of the Committee is a social aim, and its object 
is to induce rather tha.n to punisb. It would be a misforttUle 
if owing to'the infliction of severe punishment an impres. 
sion got abroa.d that the Committee's rules could be uled 8. 
a means of harassing those who do not . obey tnem, and 
pla.cing them on the same footing as those who break the 
criminal law. Of the precise circnDlstances of the cass I 
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refer to I am not aware, but I am fully in agreement with tho 
Committee that a word of caution is required. 

I join with the Committee in thinking that the presence 
of the Centra.l India delegate among them is very satisfac­
tory, and I notice the favonrable way in which the Com­
mittee speak of the officials by whom their work has been 
conducted. 

ANNUAL GENERAL REPORT 
FRO!.! 

THE MEMBERS OF THE GE~ERAL COMMITTEE 
OF TIlB 

'VALTERKRIT RAJ APUrRA HITAKARINI SABRA 
TO 

,A. L .. P. TUCKER, ESQ., O.~., 
COMMISSIONER, AJ~IER·MxRWARA, AND VICE·PRESIDENT 

AND CHAIRMAN OF THE SABRA. 

Dated Ajmer, tit, 2nd April 1900. 

We, the members of the General Committee of the WOol­
terkrit Rajapntra Hitakarini Sabha, Rajputana, have assem. 
bled bertt at Ajmer, as delegates from the districts of Ajmer­
Merwara and the Native States of Rajputanlo mentioned 
below, in order to attend the Thirteenth Annual Session of 
the Sabbs.:-

Alwar. 
Bharatpnr. 
Bikaner. 
DholpOf. 
Jaipnr. 
Ja.isalmer. 
JhrJawar. 

Jodbpur. 
Karanli. 
Kishangarh. 
Ko'ah. 
Pratapgarh. 
Tonk. 
Udaipur. 
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We held our preliminary meetings from the 26th to the 
31st :hlarch 1900, and the reports and statements were laid 
before us by the General Secretary of t~e Babbs, which wero 
read to and ditlcnssed by us. 

From the statements and other records which we pe­
rused during the last week it appears that 4,980 marriages 
and 1,430 funerals among the Rajputs, and 197 marriages 
and 50 funerals among the Charans were registered during 
1899, the year under report, It further appears that the total 
number of cases which were according to rule aggregated 
4,584 marriages and 1,330 funerals among the Rajputs, and 
171 marriages and 47 funerals among the Charans, In­
fringements of the Sabha rules were noticed as follows:-

Rajpllt Oharall 
Per cent Per cent. 

Marriages Marriages 

(A) Against rule in respect of age 191 3"8 8 4'06 
II " expense 39 '78 .. , ,. 

tyag 37 '7 17 8-6 " 
" " rit 14 '28 , .. 
" marriage party 115 2,3 1 '5 

Pending cases 370 7'4 2 1 

Total 766 15'26 28 14'2 
Rajput Oharan 

Per cent Per cent 
F1ll1erala F1ll1era.la 

(B) Against rule, in respect of 
expense, 14 '97 3 6 

Peuding cases ... . .. 86 6'01 ... -
Total 100 6'98 3 6 

The ceremonies performed among the Brahmans, Sidhs, 
Rajguru-Purohits and J ats were also mentioned in the report 
and statements. We are glad to see the Bikaner Loca.l Com­
mittee has been trying to propagate the influence of .Sabha 



rales on other castes. 'Va have noticed the interest which 
the Oommittee ha.s ta.ken in the performance of its dntie., 
with which we are pleased. 
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APPENDIX 1. 
G~ne,-al Statement of ft{arriages and Funerals performed among tke RI1Jpoh daring the !/t)'7r 1~9~l. 

NAME OF 
STAT.OB 
DIHTllICT. 

MARRIAGES. FUNKRAL)ol. 

I Aimlll'·Murw .... ·• 143 1 .,. 144 140 ..... l44 H4...... 144 144...... J44 144 ",' \"'1 J44- 31'i I' 38 
2 A war ... 291 2 ." 293 290 3 29:{ 21121]... 29:{ 2I}:I ". 2n:1 2SR :"i... :!9:) Ii ... ·1 HI 
:I BaD8wara IS 3 ••• 21 21 ...... 21 21 ...... 21 21 ..... 21 17 4'1'" 21 28 21:1 
4 Bharatpur... 6...... 6 6..... 6 6 ' 6 6 ... ... 6 6 ... ," , Ii 24 ]... 2f • 
Ii Bikanef ... 520 4. 2 526 514 10 2 521i 519 7/... 526 517 9·.. 526 522 J I at ,;20 67 ...... 67 
6 Bundi ... 75 ...... 75 75...... 75 75... ... 75 74 1 ". 7ii 63 11 I' 1/ 75 3S ]... :l!J 
7 Dholpur '" 229 ... ••• 229 229 ..... • 2211 229i...... 229 229 .... • 229 198 :11 .. 229 72 ...... 7~ 
8 Dungarpur ... 40 1 ... 41 41... 41 41 .... 41 392. 41 41 I 41 24 2 26 
9 Jcipur ... 1,646 4 64 1.714 1,631875 1,7141,67712351,7141,714.,' ... 1,714 1,622 4i iii 1,714 339 274 415 
10 Jaisalmcr... 344 4. 30 378 33211 35 37S 370' 3 5 378 30S:l 8 378 375 ... 3 378 50 11... 51 
11 Jhalawar 81 4. 1 86 85 ... 1 Sf. S5 1:... Rn 81i.... 811 85 ... 1 J "(j 37 ... \ ... 1 31 
12 Jodhpur .M 449 11 2 462 459 2 1 462 460 2... 462 402 ...... 462 461 I... I 462 ... 
13 Karauli ... 126 ... ... 126 126...... 1211 126 I 126 12!i... •.. 12G 126 ...... 126 42 .. 1.1.... 4:~ 
14 Kiilhangarh... S3 ... ... 8:J 81... 2 S:l 83 "'1'" 8:1 S:i .. , ... 83 83 ...... 83 73 7:1 
II) Kotah ._ 96 7 3 106 104,.. 2 106 103 ·':t.. 106 lOti.... lOti 90 13 3 101i 51 2... 5:1 
16 Partabgarb... 30 ..• 3 33 29... 4 :1:{ 32 .. ·./ .. i 3a ~~. 2 3.1 :n ... 2 3:1 12 ... 5 17 
17 Sirohi ... 29 10... 39 39...... I 39 :.9

1 

' 39 • .... 3!l 31i :J... 39 22 22 
18 'I'onk ... 54 ... ... 54 54 ...... I' 54 54:' .:. 54 54 ..... , 54 5:J 1 54 18 ;:~ .:: IS 
19 Udaiput ... 410 140 14- 564 556 4 4 I 564 54418

1 

2 564 561 :.: 3 664 558 » I 564 378 6 4 388 

. Total ... '.670 191 iii 4:980 4:812 39 12!\ 4,9804,90°:37143 4,98L
1
4,953 1413/4.980 4,799,llli 60 4:980 1:330 14\86l,4i~ 

.... -.~ 



APPENDIX II. 
General Statement of Marriages and Funerals peiformed among tke Charans during the year 1899 

MARRIAGES. FUNERALS. 

IN RE~PEcr OF IN RESf'ECr 01/' IN REIiPEcr 0'1 IN RESPECT 011' IN RESPECT 011' 
IN RESPECT OF AGE. EXPENs., s. T RI W YAG. T. EDDING PARTY. EXPENS1i:S. 

J I 
Name of 
Str..te or , 
District. 

1 Ajmer-~erwara'l ...1'" ... . .. 2 Alwar ......... ... . .. 
3 Ball8wa.ra '.. ...... . .. 
4 llharatpur '" ... '2 ... '" 
5 Blka.ner ... 61 ... 63 
6 Bundi .............. . 
7 Dholllur ... ... ... . .. 
8 Dungarpur... '" ... ... . .. 
9 Jaipur ... 50 ... ... 50 

10 Jai.alme.... 21 1 ... 22 
11 Jbalawar·... ... ... ... . .. 
12 Jodhpur ... 44 ... ... 44 
13 Karaali... '" 
14 Kisha.ngarb.. ::: ... ::: ::'. 
15 Kotah ... 2· ..... 2 

···1··· ... 
••• ••• • 0. 

63 ...... 
... ... ... 

50 ..... . 
22 ..... . 

44 ..... 

63 

50 
22 

44 

...... , .. 
••• '0' ••• 

, ........ 0. 
62 1 

. ..... ... 
.0 .•••••• 

34 16 ... 
22 ...... 

44 ...... 

1M 

63 

~:: I::: , .. 
63 

",1 ... .0 .... J ••• 

50 50'" ::: 
22/ 28 ..... 

44 4'4 ::. ::: 

... 

63 

50 
22 

44 

· .. 1 .. ·...1 .. ·1 ... 
.": :::... ..., .. ~ 

-1 .. ·\ ... 1... 4 
'0' '0, 

~:~ ;:: ~~~ 63

1 

. ~ 
., .0. ••• .0' '0' 

4'9 ..... 50 I ....... . 
1... 12 ... .. 

:: ::: :.: :: I ~:~ 
2 .. 

8 

12 
13 

.., 
.4 16 Partabgarh.. '-1 ::: ...... ............ ... 1'" 

17 BiroM ... 1 "i 1 ... '" 

1: ~'dai';Ul' ::: 10 5 ::: is ia :::.~ in is ::: ::: is i's ::: ::: is; 15 .. : ::: i51 'j ..... '1 

Total .•• 'm -·s -:-19719:> =-,,2119; . i80 17 :: 197 '1971=1= '197)196 1 =1197T47 31~ so 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE OF 
THE WALTERKRIT RAJ APUTRA HITAKARINI 

SABRA AT THEIR 13TH ANNUAL SESSION, 

HELD AT AJMER, FROM THE 26TH 

MARCH TO 2ND APRIL 1900:-

I.-An application dated the 30th March 1900 was sub. 
mitted by the Local Sabha, Jodhpur, to the following 
purport :-

It has been' seen tliat some of the Native States in Raj­
putana try to recover the expense. of the Local Sabhas from 
the Zemindars (landholders and cultivators). This action 
on their part will earn a bad repntation for the Local Sabhas. 
It would therefore be better to arrange so that the State 
treasnries only, and not the Zemindars and other sobjects, be 
liable to pay their expenses.. 

Relolveil unanimouBl!l.-That the above proposal 'may 
be carried into e£f'ect. 

lI.-The Bikaner Local Babha snbmitted a copy of some 
Sabha rules which S8em to have been omitted in the last 
Code of Sabha RnIes, and proposed that they may be given 
a place in the new Code of Babha Rules. 

Resolved unanimously.-That action may be takeu as 
loggested above. 

I 

111.-The Local Sabha, Tonk, in aD application, dated 
the 28th March 1900, stated that owing to famine the fnneral 
feasts have for the present been discontinued among the 
Ra.jpnts of the Tonk State, and are replaced by Brahmbhoj 

feast, to Brahmans) as a.n act of charity. The Babhs 
wiehes to know if the expenses incurred a.t the Brahmbhoj 
ehonId be entered in the fanera.l returns. 

Resolved.-Tha.t luch fea.sts to the Brahmans, togethet 
with the expenses, ShODld find a place in the funera.l retarns. 

16 
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IV.-Moved by the Bikaner Sabha :-Aecording to the­
Sabha Rules every~ person governed by 'them is entitled to 
expend any sum not exceedi ng Rs. 100 in a marriage, without 
any consideration to his incom e. It has also been ruled that the 
fa.ther of a bride may, if poor and moneyless, receive a sum 
to the extent of Its. 100 as ,,,it from the father of the bride­
groom for ,marriage expenses. It may therefore be clearly 
laid down whether the bride's father is entitled to spend Bs. 
200 under these circumstances. 

ReBolved unanimously.-That under the circumstances 
mentioned a.bove, the bride's father is not allowed to spend 
more than Rs. 100. 

V.-Moved by the Bikaner Sa.bha:-That from the pe­
rnsal of the cash account it is fonnd that the fand of the" 
Walterkrit Rajapntra Hitakarini Sabha consists of a large 
sam. The annnal subscription from the different Native States 
may therefore be discontinued for the present, and may be 
re-levied when necessa.rY. 

Resolved unanimou8ly.~That the suggestion may be 
placed before the Agent to the Governor-General in Raj­
pntana, and President Walter krit Rajaputra Ritakarini 
Sabha, and action may be taken according to the ord,erl 
which he may bs pleased to pass. 

VI.-Petition dated the 15th March] 900 from Bhnp 
Singb, Rajpnt of Gadeli in Jaipur, complaining against 
Dllngji of Nand in Shekhawati for setting op Thakur Fateb 
Singh of Parasrampura and his: Thaknrani to qu~rret, and 
praying that the matter may bl) investigated and tried 
through the Jaipnr Residency. 

The petition being read belore the Genesal Oommittee 
it was resolved that after being submitted to the A. G. O. and 
President W. R. H. Sabha it may be forwarded to the Local 
C' ~mitte& .. Jaipur. 
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VIL- Moyed by the 'Bikaner Sabha. :-Resolntion No. 
4 of 1899 lays down that the half.yearly returns and kaifiats. 
etc., should be submitted by the different :Local Committees 
in clear and legible handwriting, and in the Devanagari cha-
1'Icters and language. It has, however, been observed this 
year that the returns, etc. from some Local Committees are 
'drawn up in the local dia.lects and cha.racters of the Native. 
States in Rajputa.na. It may therefore be Pointed out tha.t 
the retnrns and kaifiats, etc., should, in future, be sub~ 
mitted in the manner enjoined iu Resolution No.4 of 1899. 

Resolved unanimoualy.-That a strict compliance with 
the &toresaid resolntion shonld be observed by all Local 
Committees. 

VIlL-Moved by the Bikaner Sabha:-Whether Reso­
lntion No. 1 of 1899, which ~xempts the givet" of less Tyag 
from punishment, is applicable to Rajputs and Charans both 
or to the former only. 

Resolved.-That tho aforesaid Resolution is,A intended for 
P.ajpnts alone. 

lX.-Enquiry by thO' Malwa Rajaputm Hitakarini Sabha 
cn" the following point :-

In the event of more than ems maniage and fnneral being 
performed within a year in the same family, what shonld be 
the sc&le of expenses to, be incurred for them? 

Resolced.-That the scale of expenses nuder the above 
circnmstanca cannot ba different from th!Lt 'which is already 
laid down for each separate ceremony. 

No enhancement or reduction can be made in the scale 
owing to the multiplicity of ceremonies. 

X.-By order of the Agent Governor-General and Pre. 
ei'.lent WaIterkrit Rajaputra Hitakarini Sabha the follow­
ing casa "was pnt befor8 the General Committea by the 
General Secret~ry:-ID. 1894 the daughter of the Thaknr of 



124 

Lawa in Jaipur was betrothed to the Thakur· of Jamoli in 
Mewar. Iu connection with this betrothal the Thakur of, 
Lawa alleges to have given to the JaJl?oli Thakur cash­
money and property valued at Rs. 2,826-9-6 as Tib, and the 
latter received it. Subsequently the Jamoli Thakur mar. 
ried another girl. Whereupon the Lawa Thakur asked 
the Jamoli Thaknr to return the cash and property. Tha 
two lists of cash and property, submitted by the two Tha. 
knra, do not agree with each,other. 

In the opinion of the General CommUtee the giftand 
acceptance of Tika and marrying another girl in spite of 
previous betrothal are acts which the Sa bha rnles do not al­
low. The Committee has after inquiries come to know that 
the Laws. Thikana of the Nnrnks.s, formerly connected 
with Tonk, is now under the Jaipnr Residency. No marriage 
and funeral statements -are submitted by this thikana. As 
Lawa is situated in Rajputana it should submit tho mar­
rage aud funeral returns, and be governed by the Sabha rules. 

Resolved unanimously.-That the Agent Governor-Gen­
eral and PresideQb of the Babha be humbly approached with 
the request thab the Sabha rules may be made applicable to 
Lawa, and th~s case m~y be forwarded to the Political Officer 
of ' the state under which Lawa may be considered for the 
purposes of th~ Sabha, forldisposa,l. And as Jamoli belongs 
to Mewar the Local Committee of Udaipur should, after the 
decIsion of the case, award "dna punishment to the person who 
received the Tika in question. 

XI.-Moved by the Pratapgarh Local Sabha :-That 
at present the Rajputs who go from Rajputana to Malwa for 
contracting marriages, and also those who come from Kalwa 
to Rajpntana for the pu\"pose a1'6 reqnired to distribute tyag 
in accordance witb the Malwa Sabha rules, whereby the 
Charans are put to a great lOIS. The proper course to be 
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followed in the distribution of tyag seems to be this, tha.t 
when 8 Rsjput goes to Malwa. for 8 marriage he should be 
governed by the Sabha rules of that place, and when he 
comes to Rajpntana the Walterkrit Sabha rules should be 
applicable to him • 

.ReBolved.-That 8 rrue which is embodied in Resolutio 8 

No. I of 1891 has already beeu laid down f~r the distribution 
of tyag in cases of intermarriages with Rajputana and MaIwa 
Rajputs, and which purports to the same tliing. The said 
Resolution ( of 1891) is Dot clearly worded, and may there­
fore be amended accordingly_ 



APPENDIX D. 

The following is a copy of the memorial submitted to 
H. E. the Viceroy about two months ago and His Excellency'. 
reply therto, 

The humble Memorial of the Hindu Sooial Reform As­
sociation of Madras. 

Most Respectfally Sheweth :-

I. That there exists in the India.n community a c18s8 of 
women commonly known as na.utch-girls • 

• 
2. That the reputed profession of this clas8 is pro-

stitution. 

3. That these public women are often employed lor 
entertaining guests ,at social functions. 

4. That European guests, when invited to theae enter. 
tainmenbl, would 8eem to han hitherto felt constrained to be 
present at them out of a sense of delicacy and irrespective of 
their own sentiments. 

5. That a strong feeling is springing up among the 
more thoughtful of the educated classes of this country 
against the prevalence of this practice of employing nautch .. 
girls, as tending to lower the moral tone of society and 88 

inconsistent with social propriety and those ideas of self. 
respect which are coming to be adopted under the influence 
of modern education. . 

6. That a movement was started in Madras in 1893 to 
discoura.ge this practice, and that at the Indian Social Con­
feronce, not to mention Provincsal Social ConferenceB, reso­
lutions have repeatedly been passed in condemnation of the 
practice. 
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7. That, all a result of the' growing feeling against the 
rraotice, nautch-girls are not so largely employed at private 
entertainments as was once the case; an.d even at public 
entertainments nowadays in hopour of the highest representa­
tires of the State, the nautch has not infrequently been dis-
pensed with. . 

8. That in the opinion of Your Excellency's memo­
rialists, the time has come when European guests of rank 
sDd position may, without violence to Native sentiment, 
let it be understood, either generally or as occasion may arise, 
f l:.f' t they would not notice the absence of the na.utch, if it 
should be dropped in any entertainment given in their 
Lonour, 

9. That your memorialists feel confident, from the no­
blo standard of duty and righteousness insisted on by YOill' 

Excellency in the administration of the country, that you 
will aid, by aU proper mea.ns, efforts made to remove social 
evils of the kind herein mentioned. 

10. That your memorialists accordingly appeal to YOill' 

Excellency to discourage, by such means as may1ie within 
Your Excellency's power, the pernicious practice of employ­
ing nautch girls at social entertainments and thus to facili­
tate the attainment of that social ideal which owes its birth 
in this country to the moral influence of British rule. 

The reform Association has received the following reply 
to the above :-

CALOl1~T.A., 22ND DEOBMBBB 1900. 

SIB, 

I am directed by his Excellency to acknowledge the re­
ceipt of your letter of 23rd, October last forwarding a memo. 
r i.J on the employment of nautch.girls at entertainments. The 
Vi~eroy is not himself interested in their performances; but 
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he hardly thinks that ,the matter is one upon which he ill 
called upon to' mako any pronouncement or to take aD} 

actioD, 
I am, )'oura faithfully. 

(Signed) W. LA WHENOE. 

Pri"u,t. Secretary to tA, Viceroy. 


