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PRE FACE • 

• 

THE pr~sent work is the first that has-ever aspired to 
the character of completeness as a.(' Gazetteer of the 
Temtories under the Government of the East-India Com
pany, and of the Native States on the Continent of India." 
The task could never have beel1 executed but for the 
patronage wluch the Court of DiI:t<ctors were pleased to 
bestow upon the und~rtaking. How' far th. w?rk. pro
duced is worthy of such patronage, is a question on which 
it would not become its Compiler to offer an opinion. 
The vast mass of exclusive information eontained in the 
records of the East-India Company has been at his dis
POllal, and the labour expended in extracting therefrom 
such matters as possessed importance or interest, has been 
proportioned to the extent of the field to be traversed. 
Of the amount of that labour it would "be difficult to speak, 
without, on the one. hand, appearing to indulge in ex
aggeration, or, on the other, actuaJly underrating it. It 
will be preferable to leave the reader to form his own 
estimate from the results before him. 

The extent of country to be treated of, and the number 
of places of which some account Wall to be given, have 
necessarily imposed brevity; in some instances, perhaps, 
to a degree which is to be regretted: but no student, it is 
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trusted, will find himself disappointed, unless hl~ lieu be 
directed to very minute points of inquiry. In regard to 
points more. strictly geographical, this work hils an 
advantage which no former one could possess; an lid. 
vantage resting on the corrections recently established by 

scientific observations. In this respect the delll! of 
publication, rendered unavoidable by the vastness of the 
requisite researches, has been actually beneficial. The 
constant accumulation of statistical facts hili had a similar 
effect. Upon other matters it is unnecessary to dwell. 
A word only need be added on a vexed 8ubject-th~ best 
mode of spellmg proper names.' On this point opinions 
are almost endless j ana neither theory nor practice will 
afford a standard demanding general obedience. The 
word II Beekaneer" is au, instance. ~ At page 298 of "01. i. 
not less than eleven modes of spelhng' it are pointed out,
Bikaner, Bhicaner, Bikaneer, Bickaneer, Blckanere, 
Blkkaneir, Bhikanere, Beekaneer, Beekaner, Beykaneer, 
Bicanere,-each resting on good authority. Amidst such 
conflict it would have been almost presumptuoWl to de
termine to which mode the preference should be awarded. 
After much refieeti.oD, it was cOIlBidered to be the lIarer, u 

well fill the more unobtru!!ive course, to follow tLe mode 
adopted in the official documents of the East-India Cern
pany. Those documents have yielded.the greater part of 
the information contained in these volumcil i and it ill 
hoped that in adopting the apelling with the fach, the 

Compiler has not greatly erred. 


