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PREFACE.

The Gazetteer of the City and Island of Bombay was
originally intended to form the last ®f the monumental
series of District Gazetteer volumes to the compilation
of which the late Sir James Macnabb Campbell, K.C.1.E.,
devoted the greater portion of his life. Various circums-
stances however combined to prevent thefinal completion
of the scheme and at the date of Sir James Campbell’s
departure from India the public finances were unable to
bear more than the cost of printing three volumes of
historical materials which he had collated and arranged
as the foundation of the future official account of the
City and Island. So matters remained until 1906 when
the present compiler was directed to resume the work
at the point where Sir James Campbell had perforce re-
linquished it, being instructed at the same time to frame
the account on less elaborate lines than those formulated
by the founder of the Gazetteer of the Bombay Pre-
sidency. This order of the Government of India has
obliged the compiler to prune and omit much of the in-
formation contained in the syllabus originally drawn up
by Sir James Campbell. 1t is hoped nevertheless that
the three volumes now submitted to Government and the
public will be found to contain all the information
essential to a comprehensive grasp of the history of the
City and Island under various aspects. They who
desire more detailed knowledge of facts and events re-
fating to the early period of British dominion may suit-
ably consult the three volumes of materials (Bombay'
Gazetteer, Vol. XXVI, Parts I—III) which represent
Sir James Campbell's priceless contribution to the history
of this city.

In the compilation of these three volumes many friends
have lent generous aid. Mr. A. M. T, Jackson, I.C.S.,
wrote the article on the Hindu period of history and bas
read and revised the proofs of the whole work. Com-
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mander Rowand and Lieutenant Headlam of the Royal
Indiar Marine respectiv‘ely contributed the account of the
Government Dockyard*and the history of the Marine.
Mr. D. R. Vaidya, Head Surveyor to the Collector of
Bombay, wrote the whole of the chapter on Land Ad-
ministration ; Mr. R. S. Taki contributed the chapter
on Education ; and Rao Saheb P. B. Joshi, F.R.G.S.,
wrote the account of Hindu customs and festivals.
Others who assisted in the compilation of the chaptér on
Population were Messrs. D. J. Samson and E. M. Ezekiel,
Mahomed Yusuf Khatkhate and B. K, Dhurandhar, who
wrote respectively the account of the Bene-Israel, the
Konkani Muhammadans and the Pathare Prabhus.
Mr. H. A. Talcherkar supplied valuable notes upon the
Kolis and their fisheries and the Bombay mill-hands;
Mr. D. A. Pai supplied, under the orders of Mr. C. Burns,
photographs and a list of various .turbans worn in
Bombay. Mr. E. Comber wrote the account of the animals
and birds of the island ; Professor Gammie supplied the
section on Botany ; and Mr. N. A. Moos wrote the article
on Climatology. Acknowledgments are also due to the
Reverend Father Nicholson, who compiled the article on
Christian missions, to Mr. Shapurji B. Broacha who under-
took to supply the account of Exchange and Investments,
to Mr. N. W, Kemp, Bar.-at-Law, who wrote the article
on money lending, to Mr. R. K. Dadachanji who for-
warded an account of Speculation, and to Mr. W. K.
Waite who wrote the article on Municipal Finance.
Mr. Godinho compiled the history of the Telegraph,
Mr. L. W. Michael was responsible for the account of the
smaller industries and Mr. Abdul Razzak supplied a full
account of the local markets and fisheries. To Messrs.
Jivanji J. Modi and D. E. Wacha the compiler is also
greatly indebted for contributions andrevision of proofs
of various portions of the work; while Mr. Faizullah
M. Taki of the City Police rendered very great assistance
in the collection of materials for the Musalman portion
of the chapter on Population.
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In conclusion the compiler has to express his thanks
to Government offices, Railway, Tramway and other
public companies who have doné their kest to assist his
labours, and finally to his head clerk, Mr. G. A. Gupte,
and Mr. G. M. Thenge, of whom the latter has compiled
the index of the volumes and the former has by the
closest study and most continuous application rendered
himself practically joint compiler of the work.

Oclober, 1909. S. M. EDWARDES.
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