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MODERN STREAMLINING 
The principles of lIuumllning are'demonstrated by the ilrawings at the top of the picture. 

The other dtll.Wlnga show the appl1catlon of &treamJrmng to modern veluclea. 
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HOW TO USE THIS DICTIONARY 

T HIS DICTIONARY has been specially compiled and re
vised for the modern user who wants to find the meanings 

and pronunciations of words quickly and easily. It is concise 
and acrurate. up-to-date and thorough. Covering the entire 
field of knowledge, it indudes tI!ose words and phrases which 
are likely to come within the scope of most users of English. 

New words and phrases springing from "the latest develop
ments in modern life are fully defined. Science, business, liter
ature, art, aviation, natural history. motion pictures, radio. 
medicine. law. and politics are only a few of the departments 
of knowledge n-presented. Stang and colloquial expressions, 
identtfied as such, are included because they are an essential 
part of the liying language. Many unfamiliar terms found in 
literature of bygone times, as in Shakespeare, are adequately 
e~pIa.ined. Numerous words locally in use in the British Isles, 
Canada. Australia. and other quarters of the globe where 
English is spoken. are also included. More than 1,000 illustra
tions, specially drawn for this work. covering historical, me
chemical. religious, botanical. zoological, nautical, and many 
other subjects, lend added interest to the definitions. 

Brief notes in each entry e.xplain the interesting derivations, 
or origins, of the words being defined. Synonyms of common 
words are listed plentifully after the definitions. In additional 
sections at the end of the book, hundreds of foreign and classical 
words and phrases encountered in lJlaI!Y fields are fully defined, 
rules for syllabication are given, marks used in writing and 
printing are identified and explained. and common abbrevia
tions. prefixes, and 'combining- forms are listed with meanings. 

It is easy to get much useful information from this Ready Reference 
Dictionary. But, in order to compress into the available space aU the facts~ 
the editors have employed certain abbreviations and special 'marks. Yo" 
should familiarize yourself with these to understand fully all the informa
tion placed at your disposal. Consult the proounciation key (page 'I) aod 
the list of abbreviations used in this Dictionary (page 8). For q~ick refer
ence a key identifying the prmcipaj marks used tOe sbow pronunclatio\l. is 
printed at the foot of et'etJ two lacing: pages throughout the dictionary. 

General Arrangement.-The arrangement of the vocabulary has been 
planned not only to save space bllt to ll!l!ke it easy to Gnd the words quickly~ 
Each entry, or paragraph. begins with an important root ~ord in large type; 
related words and phrases follow. Thus, under the toot word abdud the 
words abduction and abductor are included. But wherever a related ~ 
is spelled quite differently, it" is made a separate entry. 

If a word bas different spellings, such as czar and tsar. these are separately 
given in their proper alphabetical places. Under the less common spelling 
you are referred to the spelling under which the full mUlling is given. 
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Here is a typical entry: 

brl°ght (bTlt) a. [A.S. beMltfl shining: full of light or splendor: sparkling; 
full of promrse or hope; radlant.-brighten, "t. to make bngnt; _.1. to grow bngbt.-brightly, ad!l.-bri~htness. n.-Syn. clear; illulitn

QUB, glonous; vivid; lwmnousj cheerful; quick; keen; lustrous. 

First the root word bright appe~rs in large type for ready refer(:Oce. In 
parentheses immediately after it is the proper pronunciation~ shown by 
simplified spelling and a simple mark, the meaning of which is eaSily found 
in the pronunciation key. Then its part of speech (whether noun, adjective, 
verb, etc.) is indicated by an abbreviation. which in this instance is a., mean
ing adjective, as you will find by reference to the liht of abbreviations on page 
8. Next the derivation-the history or origin-of the word apprurs in brack
ets, showing that bright comes from the uld Anglo-Saxon word beaTht. 

Then come a series of definitions of bright, each separate<.! from the others 
by a semicolon (;). None of these definitions is the only proper one. Several 
are given because the word has different meanings for di1Ierent uses. 

After the definitions for bright, the word brighten is lish:d. The abbre
viation f).t. following it shows that it is, in one form, a transitwf verb (that is, 
it takes a direct object); then its meaning is given. The following abbrevia
tion f),i. indicates that the word brighten is used also as an il&transitive verb 
(taking no direct object); aiter this abbreviation its definition appears. 
The verb brighten is pronounced by adding the en sound to bright. 

The next word in·heavy type is brightly, which the abhrevi.ttion adv. 
l'hows to be an adverb. Like brighten, this word is not separately pronounced. 
E>ince the correct pronunciation can easily be found by addUlg the ly sound 
to bright. Since an adverb always descnbes the mann,er in Vohich sutJlethillg 
is don~ (as "the sun shone brightly"), the root word • .indicntes its me.wing. 

The last word in heavy type is brlg,htnesa, with tb~ abbreviation n., 
meaning noun. The pronunciation is determined by adding the sound ness 
to bright. The meaning likewise is clear from the meaning u( brlQ.ht. s.:nce 
the meaning of ness is always "state, condltion, or quality of." 

Finally, the abbreviation Syn. introduces a list of ,;ynonyms. These are 
words with meanings varyingly similar to various meanings of the root word. 

Formation of Pluralso-Important irregular plurals, 8uch as mice Cor 
mouse, are given throughout the dictionary. Whenever plurals are not 
6hown. they are usually formed by adding -lor .. ea to the singular. 

Irregular V~rbs.-Common irregular forms of verbs. such as the past 
tense and past participle had of the verb have, appear as separate entries. 
" CapJtalization.-Words in heavy type are capitalized only If they are 
capitalized in ordinary use, as British, Wesleyan, Mesozoic, etc. 

, SpeUingo-\Vhere two spellings are given in one entry, as honor, honour. 
or OJ also honour." it is understood that the spelling given first i~ prckrn.-<i. 

Parts of Speech.-Tbe meanings of the abbreviations used for partlf of 
speech are given in the list of abbreviations on pag~ 8. 

Phrases and Com{lOund Words.-Most of these will he (oulld under 
their "key" words. Thus holding company and to hold forth ",ill be 
found under hold. If you do not find the phrase you want under ~,.bat you 
think is the key word~ look for it under one of the other terms of the phrase. 

Illustrations.-Many of the illustrations picture vividly not only the; 
tlefinitions with which they appear but definitions elsewbere in the book. 
Tbus the illustration for horse $hows and identifies many parts of the horse 

(6} 



-fetlock. mane. withers, crest, and so on. You are therefore urged. when 
reddm,; certain definitlOns, to look {or helpful lllustrations elsewhere. 

Prefhcs and Combining }<'orms.-A complete list of common prefixes 
and com1>ming forms appears on pages 763-765. 

Foreign Words and Phrases.-A list of fully defined foreign words and 
phrases. with complete pronunciations, appears on pages 754-762. 

Abbrevi.1tions.-A list of the abbreviations used in this dictionary ap
pears 011 page 8. A general Jist of abbreviations appears on pages 766-76&. 

Syllabica tion.-l Jelpful instructions on bow to divide words 1Oto syllables 
appeal on,page '162. 

KEY TO PRONUNCIATION 
Pronunciations of words in this dictionary are shown by easily understood 

marks and simplified spelling. Each word in large type is repeated ImmedI
ately in terms of its separate sounds, as resign. {fe-zin'). Each word hsted 
under It IS hkewise pronounced if the pronunclation of the main root, or of 
the word immediately preceding, changes. Umfet the verb resi~nf" for in
!'tance, the pronunciations of the adverb resignedly and the noun resitna· 
tion are listed separaiely. Smce the adjective resiped is pronounced Without 
d Lhange of sound in the main root (resign), its pronunciatioA is ()bviolls. 

Accenta.-The principal accent of a word is shown. along with its sep
arate sound. by the mark ('), For the 'Verb transfer, for example. the full 
accented pronunciation is seen to be trans-f~r', the accent falling on -the 
second S) Hable. \Vhen the accent changes in any word listed under transfer, 
the change is shown, as in the noun transfer (trans'f~r) and the noun tratts-" 
ference (trans-f~r'ens). If in a subordinate word both the sounds and the 
accent are the same as in the root word o.r in the word immediatefy preced
ing, the accent is not shown again. Thus, after the pronunciatiol1 of extreme 
has been indicated as eks-trem', the pronunciation of extremely is clear. 

Marks and Letters Used to Show Pronunciation.-The marks and 
letters used to show pronunciation in this Dictionary follow; 
! (unmarked) short, as In rat or slam. 
a (With long nurk) long, as In late or roce. 
a (with dot above) hroaQ. as m car or 

father. 
It (with dot beneath) slurred. as m sofa or 

above. 
aw as m au4 ot' PClW. 
eh as tn ,hucUo or chin. 
e (unmarked) short. lUI in egg. or btot. 
e (Wlttl long mark) long. as In we or mete 
C (Wltn Ime benf'atb) WIth the sound of ".e" 

Ul her or bet tel'. 
g a8 ID 8Ft Of Co. 
II guttural-a sound in the throat inter

mNlate between the sounds "k" and 
"ai,". or ILke "cb" III the Scotch kKII or 
Gennan b~. 

b ... like the I50Und 9f "wh" in when ot twhat. 
i (unmarked) abort. as In bit or h.m 
I (-,nth long mark) long, as Tn kn~ or _. 
j ~ la .lC!It 0{ e)eCt. 

n (italic alter a vowel) the Frencb nasal 
sound, as In bon. 

ng hlce tbe sound of "ng" In sin~ or long 
o (unmarked) short, as in bot or dog, 
E> (Wtth long mark) long. as In home or rode. 
01 as in 1»1 or emn. 
00 (double "0" unmarked) as an f(lot or look. 
00 (doable "0" With dots above) as In food 

or moon. 
ou a8 In milt or {QUI. a 'a8 in .nster or so. 
th \not liallcs} vOIceless. as in tmn or thought 
or~~ , 

111 (itabcs) voiced. as in IAine or wnthe. 
q (unmarked) short, as In bum ot JlIg 
ij (WJtb 1oo.g mark.llong. as III mute or _ 

or .rut. 
y as in :Yet or :yellow, 
• as an .ero or zone, 
all bkethe.ound. of "." ia ~~or the S(lund 

of "," ill lclsure. 

Note that letters with long marks are ordinarily slurred. or not given the 
full long pronunciation, when they ocCUr in unaccented syllables. In the 
word theory (the'O-ri), for instance. e is pronunced with the full long SQund, 
oince its syllable is accented, o. being unaccented, is l1i1urred. 
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ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS DICTIONARY 

0., adjective 
A., Arabic 
abbr., abb,tfl., abbrevjation 
abl , ablative 
IUC., accusative 
ad"., advf'rb 
A P., Anglo-French' 
aff .• afftx 
Aff., African 
Alg., A1!l'ebra 
Amer .. American 
A nat., Anatomy 
onc .. ancient 
Arch. Architecture 
A,c~l .• Archeology 
Ao5., Anglo-Saxon 
Astr • A~tronomy 
Au;tr., Austrian 
Austral. Australian 
owe .• dUXlllilIY 

bte., be('ause 
B,ol., l;lJo\ogy 
Fohem , Bohemian 
]Jnt. Botany· 
ltraz •. BrazilIan 
Brei .. Breton 

("(m •• ('an",dlan 
caP. capital 
Carib. Cantran 
Cell, CeltiC 
d, eompare 
Ch,m., Chemistry 
Chm .. ClllDt.se 
cog., cognate 
roll.. eolloq , l olloq ulal 
Com., CommerC'e 
comp., comparative; compare 
Conch., Conchology 
conj., cOrIJunt.Uoll 
conn., connected 
amslr , .. "nstruct!on 
c()nlr., con tractIOn, contracted 
CurT, corrupt lOll 
cp, compare 

P •• Dutch 
[Jan, DdDlsh 
dal., dative 
den., denottng 
der, aeuved 
dIal, dialectic 
dIm , dlmUlutlve 

E, Fnglish; East 
1:.(0'1" E.-onomlcs 
1:. 1 nd , East Indian 
}<~k"., Elel tTl<'l ty 
linc., England, EngliDh 
es p., eSD~t.lal\y 
4Il"m., etymology 

F .. Frt'uch 
f"m., fennnine 
1'<11'1 .. FOCtlflCation 
fr, from 
j,sq., trequentative 
jut., fuuue 

0., Greek 
Gael., Gaelic 

gen •• genitive 
Geol., Geology 
wom., Gli'ometry 
Ger., German 
Go., floth., Gothic 
Gram., Grammar 

fT., Hebrew 
TIer, H"raldry 
H.nd, HIndu 
IInl, History 
Hung., Hungarian 

t, intran~itive 
/,,1., IcelandIC 
IIlus., illustratIOn 
omJt., ImitatIOn 
Ind., Indian 
ond"., IndIcative 
tnl , .nler) , interjectloD 
.nlen , intensive 
/r., Insh 
/t .. Hallan 

Jap., Japanese 

L .. Latin 
L.L'i Late Latin 
lot., iteraIly 

Mag., Magnetism 
Mal" Malay 
mas", ma!l('uhne 
Math., Mathematics 
M E., Middle English 
Ml'ch., Mechamcs 
Med., Merhcme 
AIel., MetaphY~I(,8 
1¥[ex, M"xI' an 
M.P .• MIddle French 
M.I1, G~1'.. Middle High 

German 
Mal" Mllitdry 
Mod, Modern 
Mus" MuSJC 
Myth., Mythology 

n, noun 
N., North 
Nat. Hnt .• Natural History 
Naul., Nautical 
neg., negative 
neut , neuter 
Nor1ll , Norwegian 

obj , objective 
085ol., obsolete 
o D., Old Dutch 
O.E .. Old Enghllh 
O.F , Old French 
O. JI, Ger., Old High German 
o L. GiT •• Old Low German 
Onomal., Onomatop<'la 
O. Pers., Old Persian 
Opt., OptiC's 
OVlII .. oTigmally 
Ormlh., Ormthology 
005 •• Old SaxOQ 

Paint., Painting 
pa,,, paragraph 
flaTI., I)artlclpie 
Path~ Pathology 
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Per., Persian 
perf., perfect 
perh., perhaps 
PM's., person I 
perl., prrtaIning 
Peru!) , Peruvian 
pg , Port uguefle 
Ph,l PJIlI"....,phy 
Ph'k>1 , PhIlology 
Phot., Photogr.lphy 
phr, phrase 
Phy, , PhY'IC\! 
Physwl .. PhYSiology 
pi" plural 
/JOt't , podlcnl 
Pol, Polish 
Port. Portul{Ul'8e 
poss , poS>WlIltlve 
pp., past partlrJple 
lIpr , prt''lt-nt perfect 
pre!., prefix 
pr,p., preposition 
PJls., present 
P"nl .. PnntlOg 
p,ob., probably, probable 
{won , pronoun 
PrOf! • r.rOVlnClol1

t
· Prove~ 

Psychol , PsyclIo ogy 
1'.1. pallt tense 

II II., whkb llee 

R C .• Romaa Catholic 
rt, ruot 
Ruu , Russian 

S .. Sollth 
S Ajr., South Mrhall 
.'Icand .. S. ,< ndlna V1~n 
8(,,1 , Srottl3h 
Srulp., N u1rl1ure 
Slwk .. Sb,lkcepeare 
short, 8hortl'TIl'd 
ling, 8111gubr 
~ifr , Ski., :,anskrit 
sl, slang 
Sp, Sp.lnish 
suff, slIthx 
,uPerl , 8Ur>erllUve 
.)Urll , Surgery 
S.." SWl'ol'lh 
syll .. syl\.lhle 
Sy .... svnonYIl1 
Syr., SywUl 

I. transItive 
FeuJ , T ... ulolll .. 
The()'., Th",,,lo!l'Y 
Turlc., Turku.b 

unct!'rt" \lnl prtliln 
U.s., Umt"<1 :"~iltet 

",' vl'rb 
II I., mtranorittvil vl'1'b 
1/.1" trdnllilive vel b 
W.,WI')~1I 
W •• West 
W.1nd" W1"8t Iudia" 
zoot., Zool08Y 


