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p. REF ACE. 

THE intimate connexion which has fo long 
fubfilled between this country and the continent of India, 
naturally renderS every Englifliman deeply interelled in all 

- that relates to a quarter of the globe wnich has been the 
theatre of fcenes highly important to his country; and 
which, perhaps, at the moment when he perufes the de
fcription of it, may be the refidence or the grave of fome of 
.his deareR friends. 

.. I't is only matter of furpri~e, that, of a country fo ne,arly 
allied to us, fo little 'lliould be known. The public is, in
.deed, greatly indebted to the learned labours of gentlemen, 
who have refided there; for the information which they have 
afforded concerning the Laws and the Religion of the, Hin
dod tribes; as well as for correa and well digelled details 
of the tranfaB:ions of the Mogul government. But, of _the 
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face of the country. 0.£ its a!tsJ and natural produRions~ lit
tl,e has yet been faid. Gentlemen who have refided long in 
India lore the idea of the firfl: impr~ffion which that very 
curious country makes upon .an eotire {hanger: the novelty 
is foon effaced~ and the mind, by a common apd natural 
operation_ foon direRs its views. to- more abfiraR fpeculation; 

reafoning affumes the place of obfervation, and the traveller 
is loft in the philQfopher. 

To, fupply, in fame flight degree, this hiatus in the topo

~raphic~ .department of literature, is the imrpediate objeCt 
of the followipg pages. It will,. I flatter myfelf, not he dif.. 

agreeable to my Teaders.:to be inforrned, that the)' ronfill ,of 
~,- few plain obfervation~, noted down upon the fpot, in,the 

fimpJe: garb of truth, without the {maHeR embellilhment 

from 6aion, or froin fancy. They were ~hiefly intended for 
my own amufement, arid to enable me ,to .explain to my 
friends a numQer of drawings which I had made .during my 
refidence in India, fame of which accompany the prefent 

publication. The apology is trite; but in this ~afe its truth, 

and the refPeEtability of .the name to which I 'refer, mull 

plead my excufe ..•..• it -was owing -e-ntirely 10 ·the influence 
,and. perfuafion of my maR juftly ~fleemed friend, Henry 
James :Pye, Efq. :Pn~t Laureat, that 1hefe ohfer.vations have 

been fubmitted to 'a .tribunal, which I have ever' regarded 
with awful ref peEt ...... T JiE ~J1BLI c. 



'WHfLE I acl{nQwledg~ -my h~flrt7f~J~ pbligfl:~jpp'$ tp -9I)~ 

-frien~, it is .nQr. r~pntifi~p~ ·wjth IDY, pr.e.ren~ f~~ljngs t9 P.JPjt 

#le kind attentionJ .of jlqQtpe.r., My 1~:r:Q~~ frien~~ .p,~ .. 
Gregory, by his l.lerufal ~M r~vif!Q1) 9r rqy .II}~quf<;ril?t~: ~C;>A
tributed greatly to' le{f~n 'rP,y flppr~h~nfi9,ns pf tha,t'Qr.Q.~;tl tp 

which 1 was about t-o c.Qmmi~ IDyfelf; iaI)~ tqqggl} p~ lnfifis 
upon my fiating, th~_t . his cQ~:-r~~io~ w~r~ ~JIIlAQ: '~IJ.~h:~Jy 

verbal, y.et I cannot. 1>\\t :be . cPp.r<;i~usl \ha~J ~Wj~PRU$ ;~tl~m, 

the work would ha.ve _ap;p-~~r~lq, ig.: " {Jill :lIlOfR ft:@.p~rf~&t 
fiate. 

, AFTER all, 1 am aware that I fian..d in. ,meedi of every 

candid allowance on the part of my readers. It .is evident 

that the Hudies abfolutely r~quifite to any degree of profi

ciency in a liberal art, aQd the praCtice of that art after

wards as a profeffion, can leave but. little leifure for the 

~ultivation- of literature; and perhaps my engagements have 

been even ~ore unfavourable to this objeCt than thofe of moil 

artifis. A long circumnavigation, and the ptofeffional la. 

bour required in completing the works for Captain Cook's 

fecond voyage, occupied me for feveral years; and a voyage 

to India, with my different excurfions in -that country, ab ... 

forbed no inconfiderable portion of my time and attentiqn. 

ON another part of this work I .can fpeak with rather 

more confidepce, becaufe I am lefs perfonally concerned; 

and becaufe, as far as I am concerned, I appear in my pro. 
- \ 
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per profeffional charaaer. Th~, drawings, from which the 
Iplat~s for this work are engraved, I have already men
-doned were 'made upon the fpot: and, to the utmon of my 
'ability, are fair· and 'accurate reprefentatioJls of the originals ... 
Of the execution of the plates, whil~' I feel that too much 
cannot be faid, my fenfes fufficiently convince me that it is 
unneceffary to fay any thing. . I therefore conclude with 
{hortly returning my thanks ,to the artiUs -for the dne and 

attention they have bellowed-upon them. 

QyEEN STllEET, May Fair, 

Feb. 18, .. 1793. 
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C HAP. I .. 

General Appearance of the Coofl-Of the TowrJ. of Madras

Boats of th,e Country-Firfl Reception of a Stranger-!lis 

Senfotions on enter£ng the Country-War with Hyder Al[y

Ge:neral DYlr:eJs-Difcriptive Sketch of the Country, Build

ings, &ct-:-Indian Temple. 

THE whole extent of the Coaft of Coromandel is an 
even, low; fandy country; and about Madr~s the land 
rifes-, fo little and fo gradually from the fea, that the fpec-

• I 

tator is fcarcely able to mar.k the difiinaion, till he is 
affified by the appearance of the different objeas which 
prefent thelllfelves upon the fhore. 

THE Englifu town, rifing from within Fort St,o George, 
has froIl! .the fea a rich and beautiful appearance; the 

b 
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houfes being covered with -a fiuceo called chunam, which 

in itfelf is nearly as compaa as the fineR marble, and, as 

)t .bears as high a polifu, is equally fplend~d with that ele~ 
gant ma~eriai. The fiile of the buildings is in general hand
fome. They confiR' of long col6nades, with open por

ticoes; and flat ro.ofs, and offer to the eye an ~ppearance 
fiqlilar to what we may conceiye of a- Grecian city in the 

age 'Of Al,exander-. The dear, blue, cloudl~fs fky, the 

polillied white buildings, the bright fandy beach, and the 

dark green fea, prefent a combination totally new to the 

eye of an Eri.gli£h~an, jufi arrived froin London,- who._ 

ac~rifiomed to the fight of rolling maffes of clouds floating 
in a damp atmofphere, cannot 'but contemplate the differ

ence' with delight: and the eye being thus gratified, the 

mind fOdn affumes a gay and tranquil habit, analogous to 

~he pleafing opjeas with which it is fllrrounded. 

SOME time before d~e {hip" arrives at, her anchoring 
ground, {he is hailed 'by 'the b()ats of the country filled 

with pe?ple of bufinefs, who come in crowds 011 board. 

This is the motnent i~ which an European feds the great 

difiinRion between AGa an~\ his own country. The rufi. 

ling of fine linen', I and the genetal bum of unufual con ... , 
verfatioJ;l, p:r:efents. to his' mind for a moment the idea of 

an aIfemblyof females. When he afcends.' upon the deck, 
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he is {huck with the long' muqin clrdfes,* and black faces t 
adorned with very large gold ear-rings and white turbans. 
The firft falutatiQn he receives from thefe {hangers is by 
bending their bodies very low, touching the. deck with 
the back of the hand, and the forehead three times . . 

THE natives firft feen in India by an European voyager, 
;ire Hindoos, ~he original inhabitants of .the Peninfula. 
In- this part of India they are delicately framed, their 
hands t in particular, are more like thofe of te~der fe
males; and do not appear to be, what is confidered 
a proper proportion to the reft of the perfon, which is 
ufually abov~ the middle fize. Correfpondent . to this deli ... 

• THIS dref:; is in India nfu~lly worn both by Hindoos and Mahom~dans, 

and i~ called Jammah; ~hence the drefs well known in England, and' worn 

by children, is ufually called a jam. 

) 

t THE comp~exions of the people on the~Coaft of Coromandel and tQ the 

fouthward, are confiderably 'darker than thofe 'to the northward. It is alfo to 

be o1?ferved, that the native ~indoos are generally darker than the Muf-

fulman, who originally came from Tartary and Perfia. The latter may 
. \ f" d in faa be called a fair people; and I have ~ven feen many 0 them wlth re 

'hait- and florid complexions. It is a well known fa~~ that when a Tartar 'or 

Perfian family has refided in India for a few generations, their complexions 

have confiderably deepened. The Mogul family of the houfe of Timoor,. I' 

underftand, are of a deep' olive complexion. 

t IT has been ooferved of the arms 'frequently brought to this country, that 

the gripe of the Jabre is too fmall for mQft European hands. 

b2 
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cacy of appearance are their manners, mild, tranquil, and 
feduloufly attentive: in this Iaft refpeS: they are. indeed re-:
markable, as they never interrupt any perfon who is fpeak
ing, but wait patiently till_he has conclud€d; and then 
anfwer with the moft perfeS: refpeS: and compofure. 

FROM the lhip a ftranger is conveyed on {hore in a boat 
of the country, called a Maffoolah boat: a- work of curious 
conUruaiorr, and well calculated to elude the violent {hocks 
of the furf, that breaks Here with gr~a( violence:, they are 
formed without a- keel, flat bottomed, with the fides raifed 
high, and fewed together with the fibres of the cocoa·nut 
tree, and caulked with the fame material: 'they are re
markably light, a~d are managed with great dexterity by 
the natives: they are ufualIr attended hy two kattamarans; 
(rafts) paddled by one man each; the intention of :which 
is, that, lhould the boat be overfet by the violence of the 
rurf, the perfons in it may he preferved. The boat is dri
ven, . as the failors fay, high and dry; and the paffengers 
are landed on a_fine, fandy bea.ch; and immediately enter 
the fort of Madras. 

THE appearanc~1 of the natives is exceedingly varied, 
fome are ~holly naked, and others fo cTothed, that nothing 
but the face and neck is to be difcovered; betides this, 
ihe, European is {huck at firft with many other objeCts, 
fuch as women carried on- men's flioulders on pallankeens, 
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and men riding on- horfeb~ck clothed in linen dreffes like' 
-women: which, united with the very different face of the 
country 'from all he had eve~ feen or conceived- of, excite 
the ftro~geft emotions of furprife ! 

I T is impoffible to defcribe the enthuGafm with which I 
'felt myfelf aauated on this occaGon; all that I faw filled my 

mind with expe~ations of what was yet unfeen. I prepared 
theref9re eagerly for a tour thrQugh the country; but my 

ro~te was fcarcely fixed. when I was interrupted by the 
great fcourge of human nature, the great enemy of the ar,ts, 

war, which, with horrors perhaps unknown to the civilized 
regions- of Europe, defcended like a torrent over the whole 
face of the country, driving the peaceful huIbandman 
from his, plow, and the manufaaurer from his loom. On 

the eighteenth day of July, 1780, I was a melancholy witnefs 
to its effeas, the multitude coming in from all quarters to' 

Madras as a place of refuge, bearing on their lhould~ts the 
fmall remains of their little property, mothers with infants 

af their breaRs, ~athers Ieadi?g their horfes burthened with 
their young fa~ilies, others 'fitting on the mifeiable remains' 
of ' their fortunes on a' hackery, * and qragged through the 

dun by weary b~lIocks: every obje~ was marked by con-
• fufion and difmay, from the 18th to the 21ft, the numbers 

• A hackery is a {mall coyered -carriage upon two wheels, drawn by bul

locks" and wed generally for the female part of the family. 
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daily increafing: and it was fuppofed that within the fpace 
.of .th:ree days not lefs than two hundred thoufand of the 
country peopl~ were received within the * black town of 
Madras. Our Government behaved ~n this melancholy 
occafion with their ufual humanity and liberality; and 
not only publick, but private relief was affor.ded them to a 
confiderable amount. 

- { lit ~ 

THOSE poor people were foon afterwards diRributed to , . 
the Iwrthward, ,and into t~e fircars; which are lands that 
lay to ,the northward of Madras, and but of late years 

ced~d tq the Englifh Govemment* 

MR.. Smith was, at this period at the head of t~e Go

vernment of Ma~ras: and t~ Jolicitous attention of 'his 
lady, to r,elieve the private inconvenience of many Englifh 
fflIp.ilies l who were alfo oblig~d . to ,take fhelter within the 
walls of the fortJ m~ft ever be remembered wit~ refpea. 

~VERY o~jea. that now prefente4 itfelf to the imagin
ation bore the' fame, ~.hreate'ni~g and calamitous afpetl: 
the country houfes o~ the 'Engli£h, 'within one mile of th~ 
(art, wert~ p:ripped, of \heir furp.i~ure; by the owners, even 

• Adjoining the glaCis of Fort 'st. George, to the northward, is a large 

town, commonly cal1~d the Black town, and which. is fortified fufficien,t1y to 

prevent any fu~prife liy a body of horfe. ' 
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to the ,doors and,window.bIinds; this indeed was no more 

than necelfary, as the ~nemy extended their depredations 
,even to die walls of Madras; and no fecurity could be 
found wit1!out the fort'; until the ,cam'p Was formed at 

the Mount, 'a place about ten Englifh mil~s weft of l\1a
dras. , Every gentleman now poffeffing a houfe within th~ 
fort, was happy in accommodating the family of his friend; 

who before had, refided on Choultry pla.in.* 

THE troops being colleaed from different quarters, with 
provifions and a proper train of artillery, the vanquifhed 
fpirits of the people appeared to revive; and the reyot 

. was again feen cultivating his rice fields, or colleaing 

the fruits. Nothing lefs Was expeaed when the army 
took the field, but that Hyder Ally would very foon be 

efcorted by a party of our troops into Fort. St. George~ 
and there make a publiC' atonement for the miferies he 
had occafioned. This vifion foon vanifhed, in the un
happy fate of Colonel Baillie's detachment, and the return 

• THl country near Madras is a ~rfea: llat, on which is built, at, a f~a1l 
diftance from the fort, a fmall Choultry: thefe are publick buildings found aU , 
over Hindoftan. and ate of Hindoo origin; they are in fad: analogous to thofe 

buildings called caravanferllis, well known through ACta.' They have been ereCled' 

and endowed by the liberality of princes, or the benevolence 'and piety of indhd~ 

duals. A Bramin gen~rally attends them who a9minifters .relief to the poor 

and diftreffed; who are frequently fupplied alfo with a matt to lie on, tanks, or 

!efervoirs of water, or wells, are ,commonly near them. 
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of the army from a three week's campaign, reduced in its 
numbers and difpirited by its lorres. Thefe circumfiances . 
are too firongly marked in the page of hinory to make it 
nece{fary to recount their par,ticulars in a defcriptive work . 
like this. The arrival of Sir Eyre 'Coote from Bengal, 
with money and other fupplies, in September, and the ac
tive meafures purfued by that gallant officer, reLlored con. 
fidence ·to the troops; and the moll: fanguine hopes of the 
inhabitants from his exertions were not difappointed. , 

THE opportunities that offer to a painter are few, in a 
country which is over-run by an aaive enemy. I made how
ever among .others ,a drawing of Marm,along bridge, which is 
a very modern work, built, as I am informed, at the private 
expence of an Armenian merchant. It is over -a fmall ri
ver that runs near the Ipount, and falls into the rea at a 
little diftance before the village of St. Thoma, four miles 
to the fouthward of Madr~s. The Portugueze had formerly 
a confiderabie fettlement at this vi~lage. The church and 
the dwelling-houfes of a few Portugueze families yet remain 
here. The legeJ?dary tale of the' Roman Catholic church 
is, that St. Thomas the apofile, in the courfe of his miC. 
fion to India, fua:~red martyrdom on the fpot where the 
church is built. 

THE fettlement of Madras was formed by the Englifu 
at or about the middle of the Iafi century; and was a 
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place of no re~l confeqnence, but for its trade, uIl;til the war 
fo ably carried on by General Stringer Lawrence, from the 

years 1748 tp 1752; and which originated from the claims 
of Chunda Saib, ia oppofition to our ally Mahomed Ally 
Cawn, the prefent Nabob of Arcot; from which period 
the ,Englilli may be confidered' as Sovereigns. In the 
fchool of this able officer the late Lord Clive received 
his military education. 

FOR T St. George, or Madras, rifes, as has been already in
timated, from the margin of the fea, and is allowed by the 
able11 engineers to be a place of confiderable firength. It 

was planned by the ingenious Mr. R~bins, the author of 
Lord Anfon's Voyages, who was eminent for his general and 
philofophical, as well as for his mathematical knowledge • 
. Since his time many works have been added. 

IN Fort, St. George are many _ handfome. and fpacious 
fireets. The houfes _may be confidered a~ elegant, and par
ticularly f6 from the beautiful material with which they are , 
finifued, the chunam. The inner apartments are not liighly 

I 

decorated, prefenting to the eye only white walls; which, how ... 

ever, from the ma!ble-like appearance of the fiucco, give a 
frelhnefs grateful in fo hot a country .. - Ceilings are very un

common in the rooms. Indeed it is impoffibl~ to fihd 
any wnich will refill t~e ravages of that defiruaive infeCt 
the ,white ant. Thef~ animals are chiefly formidable from 

c 
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the immenfity -of their numbers, which are fuch as to 
dellroy, in one night's time, a ceiling o( any dimenfions. 
I raw an in fiance in the ceiling to, th~ portic:o of the Ad· 
miralty, or Gov~rhor's houfe,. which fell in flakes of twenty 
feet [quare. It is the wood work which ferves for the baGs 
of the ceilings, fuch as the la~hs, beams, &c. that there 
infeas attack; . ~nd this will ferve to explain the circum
fiance I have jufi mentioned. 

TH E houfes on Choultry plain are many of them beau .. 
tifl:ll pieces of archite~ure, the apartments fpacious and 
magnificent. I know not that 1 'ever felt more delight, than 
in' going on a vifit to a family on Choultry plain, foon 
after my arrival at M~dras, in the cool of the evening, after 
a very hot Day. The moon '{hone jn its fulleft lufire, not 

a cloud overcaft the fky r and every houfe on the plain was 
illuminated.. Each family, with-their friends, were in the open 

porticoes, enjoying the ~reeze. Such a fcene appears more 
like a tale of enchantment than a reality, to the imagina .. 
tion of a firanger jun. arrived. 

-THERE are few objeas to be met _~ith here, which ferve 

tQ illufirate the ·hinory or cha~aaers of the original in .. 
habitants of India. One, however, is too curious to be 
omitted, and that is a beautiful Hindoo Tem'ple, or Pagoda, 
at Triplecane, two miles fouth of Madras. It is of conG .. 
derable magn~tude; and the top of the buHding rifing can-
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fiderably above the trees, it is feen all over the country. 
Adjo.ining to the temple is a large ·tank, with fieps defcend~ 

. ing to the bottom, filleq -with watet. The whole is of fione, 
and the maronry excellent. On the furface of the temple 

are many balfo relievos, which I fuppofe to relate to. the 
religion of the Hindoos; but whether they are conneaed 
with the rites and worfhip of Bramah or not, I am not able 
to fay: for fome of them are of the moR indecent kind. 
I made _an accurate drawing of this building, which was fent 

to England, and loft on board the General' Barker Eaft In
diaman, when that £hip was wrecked on the coaR of Holland, 

- in 1781; but as I have made drawings of other -{Iindoo 

temples, I lefs lament the lofs. The annexed plate, a view 
of the great Pagoda at Tanjore, is from a -piaure which 1 
pain!ed fro~ an accurate drawing made by Mr. Topping, 
an ingenious friend of mine, now on a furvey of the coaft 
Qf Coromandel for the Hon. the Eaft India Company, and 
will ferve to give the reader a gener~l ide,a of thefe efforts 

~ 

of Indian archite8ure. 

c 2 
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C HAP. II. 

Voyage to Bengal-DeJcription of the Fort and Town of Cal
.cutta-Route from Calcutta to the Plains of PlaJfey-De
Jeription of that memorable Spot-The Author's Progrifs 
through the Country-Ruins of a Zananah-CataraEl of 
Mootejerna-Happinifs of India-Defcription of Bauglepoor 
-Town and Fort qf Mongheir-Remarks on the Mode of 
travelling in Ind£a-Voyage back to Calcutta on tke Ganges
Temples-Females bathing-Singular Appearance by Night . 

. 

AFTER refiding a year at Madras, as· no profpea pre
fented itfelf 1)f feeing and ,making drawings in the interior 
part of the country, I determined to purfue my voyage to 
Bengal': and as I found my health on the decline, I enter
tained thoughts of returning to Europe by the following 
feafon. I embarked in February, 1781, and arrived in the 
Ganges in March. A change' of ai~ and a fea voyage fre
quently produces a happy alteration in' the cohftitutions of 
valetudinarians in India; and ,I accordingly foun~ that 
on my arrival in. Bengal my health was perfealy re.-eftab
lilhed. 

THE appearance of the' country on the entranc;e of the 
Ganges, or Houghly River (this being only a branch of the 
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Great Ganges) is rather unpromifing; a few bullies at the 
water's edge, forming a dark line, juft marking the difiinEtion 
between fky and water, are the .QI?ly ,objeas to be feen. 
As the {hip approaches Calcu!ta the river narrows; that 
which: is -called' the Garden' Reach, prefents 'a view of hand
fome buildings, on a flat furrounded 'by gardens: thefe are 

villas helo'ngiq~ to the' opulent inhabitants of Calcutta. 
The veIfe1 has no fooner gained ,on~ other reach of the 
riverlhan the whole city of 'Calcutta burns upon the eye. 

ThiS capit,al' of die Britifh dominions in the Eaft is marked 
by' a' confidera\>le fOI-trefs, on the fouth :fide of the river,
~.hich Yis allowed to be, in firength and correanefs of deugn, 

'fuperior to any in India. On the' fore groum! of the pic .. 

tute~ is the water-gate of the fort, which refleas great ho
nour :on the talents of the engineer-the ingenious Colonel 

Po lie!,. Th~ glacis and :etplanade are feen in perfpeflive. 

boundea by a range of beautiful'and· regular ·buildings; and 

a 'con~derabre t¢ach' of the river,' with veIfe1s of various 

.dalfes. and fizes, ftom' the largeft Indlamen to the fmallefi . 

boat :of t}:Ie 'country, dofes the fcene.' A plate, reprefenting 
ihis view, from a piaure taken on the rpot, and admirably 

engr~ved by Mr. Byrne, an artifi whofe reputation' is not to 
be ~aired by any eulogium in this 'place, is anru!xe(l. 

A EUROPEAN lands here in the midfi of a great city, 

.without paffing the outer dt:aw-bri~ges of a tort: here are 
'no centinels witl~ the ,keen eye ,of Jufpicjon, no ffoppage of 



A VIEW of CALCUTTA, taken Crom TOUT 1\"']U..IAlU. 

V~~~ :f!!q;lteywnva/'~J2~;t/d7!+M. . 
- ~~/,~, ~7tr/~2/~~7 0/ 
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baggage. The hofpitality which a ftranger experiences from 
the inhabitants, and particularly frolll thofe to who1D he is 

recommended, correfponds exaaly with the freedom of his 
admiffion into the city; and the kindnefs which 1 experienced 

on this occafion from my much lamented fri~nd Henry 
Davies, Efq. late Advocate General of Bengal, Can never 
be forgotten. 

(THE city of Calcutta extends from the Wefiern point of 
Fort William, along the banks of the river, almoft to the 

village of CoffipQor: that is about four and a half Englifh 
'miles.) The bre~dth -in, many parts is inconfiderabl~. The 

fireets are broad; the line of buildings, furrounding two 
fides of the efplanade of the' fort, is magnificent; and it adds 

greatly -to the ,fuperb appearance, that the houfes are de-. 
tached from each other, and infulated. in a great fpace. The 

build~ngs are all on a large fcale, from the heceffity of having 
a free circulation of aiff in a climate the heat of which is 
extreme.' The general approach to the houfes is- by a flight 

of fieps, with great' projeai~g porticoes, or furrounded by 
colona des pr arcades, which give tbem the appearance of 

Grecian tel!lples; and indeed every houfe may be confi
dered as a temple dedicated to hofpitality. 

CALCUTT A, from a fmall and inconfiderable fort,. 't'hich 
yet remains (and in which 1s the famous black~holeJ fo fatal 

to many of our .countrymen in 1756), and a .few ware,-
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houfes, was foon raifed to a great and' opulent city, when 

the government of the kingdom of Bengal fell ~nto the 
hands of the Englilh. For its magnificence, however, it 
is indebted foldy to the liberal fpirit and excellent taRe of 
the late Governor General; and it mull be conferred, that 
the firft ho~fe was raifed by Mr. Haftings which deferves 
the nar;ne of a piece of architeaure: in faa, i~ is even in . 
a purer ftyle than any that has been built finc~, although 
it is o~ a fmaller [cale than many others. 

THE mixture of European and Afiatic manners, which 
may be opferved in Calcutta, is curious :-coaches, pha!
tons~ fingle horfe chaires, with the pallankeens and hackeries 

of the natives-the palling ceremonies of the Hindoos-the 
different appearances of the fakirs-form a fight perhaps 
more novel and extraordinary than any city in the ,world 

can prefent to a {!ranger. Some views in the city 'of Cal· .. 
cutta, publilhed by Mr. Dariiel, are highly to be com-
mende~ for their accuracy. 

A FEW .weeks after my arriyal in Bengal, an opportunity 

offered itf~lf, which I immediately embraced, to make 
drawings of part of the country, as high, as Mongheir, on 
.the Ganges, a difiance of three hundred Englifh miles; 

a~d I proceeded on this journey in the middle of the mqnth 
of April following, by dauk bearers (in a pallankeen} or pal
lankeen carriers. Thefe are perrons hired by government, 
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an~ fixed at the fever~l Rages or poRs for facilitating travel .. 
ling: each Rage, o'n an average, may be ten Englilh miles. 
The number of perfons are ufually nine, 'with two ad. 
ditional men- or boys, to carry baggage and lights in the 
night, called moffoljees, from the name of the lights, moffol. 

"FROM the apparent Rate of a country, a juR eRimate 
may generally be formed of the happinefs or the mifery of 
a people. Where there is neatnefs in the cultivation of 
the land, and that land'tilled to the utmon of its bounda. 
ries,. it may reafonal?ly be fuppofed that the gov'emment is 
the proteaor an~ not the opprelfor or the people. Through
out the kingdom of Bengal it appears highly fIourifhing in 
tillage of every kind, and abounding in cattle. The viI. 
lages are neat and clean, and filled with fwarms of people. 

THERE a,re. few objeas to attraa the attention of -the' 
curious traveller from Calcutta, until he reaches the plains 
of Plalfey. This fpot to every relleaing Englifhman mull 
be highly interefiing, when he confiders that on this thea.,. 
tre, in the month of June, 1757, was difputed the exifienceof 
his countrymen, in Bengal, even as merchants. The great 
abilities difplayed by Lord. Clive previous to the battle of 
Plalfey,as well as in that aaion, both as a general and a 
politician', undoubtedly entitle him ,'to the high reputa~ion 
which'~ is 'attached 'to his m'emory; fince on that plain was 
laid' the foundation bf an empire! in India, the influence of 

d 
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which has -extende~ over a larger tratl of country, ,and 

greater numbers 'Of people, than bave been united under 

anyone government fi?-ce the time of Aurungzebe. 

AT Plaffey is a houfe which was once 'a hunting feat of 
the Nabob- of Bengal: it is di£lant from Calcutta about 

feventy' Englifh miles, and fomewhat more than' thirty from 
Moorfhedabad. In Moorfhedabad thera are few buildings 
of note: the man conliderable is .the remains of the Cut .. , 

terah. This was formerly a publick femina,ry for men 

of learning among the Muffelmans; but it has long fince 

go~~ to decay. It confifis of a ~arge fquare area, each fide 

of which is fomewhat more than Ieventy fee~ in leng~" fur. 
rounded by a doyfier, divided' into fingle rooms, crowned 

with 'a dome, and one w'indow in each. In the center on 

the fide -oppofite, the entrance .was a marque, raifed con~ 

fiderably above the buildings on either fide: the extreme 

angles on that fide .where the 'rpofque was fituated are ter. 

minated by two towers, rifi~g feveral feet higher than the 
reft of the building. 

THIS. building was ,ereCted by Jaffier :Cawn" the NabQb 

Df Bengal, in- the' 'early part of the prefent century; whot 

from the mildnefs' of his manners, his love of lea~ning, 

and firi& attention to ju£lice, was the moll popular noble. 

man:!Whq ever held 'that ;oIfice in B¢tgal under the Mogul 
• 

gov~nment. Moorlhedabad was, (the feat of his .refidence, 
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and to this 'place he invited men of talents. .On the OP4 

pofit.e fide of the- ri\ter-is ,th~ toinb oft Aliverdi ,Cawnl the 

grandfather of Suraja Dowlab, fo well known for his hatred 

fo the Englilli, and 'his condu& to. his ptifoners on the 

taking of Calcutta in 1756.* This is an oblong building, 

• Wllen the fort of Cakutt~ ,was ,clordy befieged by Sur~a Dowlah; Mr. 
,Drake, the gov'ernor, and many others t with f~veral ladies of the fettlement, 

efcaped to .the Englilh {hips then lyin~ off'the town, and which fh,ips fell down 

as low as '¥ulta, ~ne third of the diftance t~ the. ~outh of the river t , where they 

remain~d for {even months' il} the greateft diftrers, 'both' for provifions and every 

.other article of nece1faries. Mr. -Gregory, a gentleman flnce well known in the 

political world, and patticularly for his knowledge in India afFJirs, and many 

years a D.ireClor of the Eaft India Company in London, ventured in a very 

l}eavy gale of wind, in',a country boat .. ,to pars Calc~tta, and prpceeded to Char

denagore,. to folici't affiftance from the French ~overnor, whd received him with 

'aU the l'erfonal 'politenefs that is 'the'mark of tliat nation, but without offering 

1UlY thing to iemove the difuefs of the £nglilh at 'Fulta. From the French Mr. 

Grego~y proceeded to fhe Dp.tch fettlement at Chinfurah l wl;lere he was received 

wita unaffeCled .. good manners apd friendlinefs._ After relating the diftreil'es his 

countrymen ]abour~d u!1der, th,e Dutch g<>vemor preplJred for their relief; and 

-his lady 'Yent ~ound the rettlem
4

ent and procUl:ed'linen ana other articles, for the 

\lccommodation and comfort of the ladies; and, in' the courfe of two days, the 

'governor dlfpatched a fioop, under !the care of Mr. Van Staten, their cQlDmander 

in <;hief, to the Englilh, loaded with feveral articles.of provifions, many chefts of 
I 

wine, and twenty lea~uer~ of arr.ack1 for the ufe of the people. At the fame 

time this hUIl}anity was lhewn to the people on board· the lhips, tpe governor's 

houfe was fo filled with the diftreff'ed that had efcaped from Calcutta, that he and 

his family were obliged to fieep on bo~rd a budgerow in the river: The name of 

,the Dutch governor, Mr., Adrian Bifda,m, muft ever J:>e remembered by d>.e ~ng-. ' 

liili with. refpeCl. 

d 2 



20 TRAVELS IN 

crowned with five domes; the center one much larger than 

the others, and the two extremes Iefs than the intermediate. 

This pyramidal form is ufual in all the buildings of the 

Eafi, whether Moorifh or Hindoo: fo minutely attentive 

have they been to this, that a mofque at Chunar, being tried 

with a cord firetched from the fummit of the center building, 

the cord has been found to touch the extremes at the outer 

wall that inclofes the building. During the ufurpation of 

Aliverdi Cawn, his wars with the Marhattas, who were 

continually over-running the country, left him little lei

fure for the embelIifhment of the city, how~ver he might 

have been difpofed. 

THE road proceeds from Moorlliedabad through the vil

lages of Jungepoor and Sooty, to ?odooanullah. This road 

is croffed by feveral nullahs,t fome of which have ferry 

boats fiationed at them, to accommodate the traveller. At 

the Ian mentioned place is a bridge, built by Sultan Sujah, 

the fecond fon of the Emperor Shah Iehan,* who was appoint

ed Subah of the province of Bengal, one hundred and thirty 

years ago. This 1S one of the moR elegant fpecimens in 

architeaure of thofe times; and it has become famous in 

ours by the viaory obtained over the troops of Meer Cof

fim, in the year 1764, by the late Major Adams. This 

t N ullahs are fmall fireams, or brooks. 

,.. The Emperor Shah Tehan began his reign in the year 1627, and reigned 

thirty-two years. He was depofed by his third fon, the famous Allumgire; 

better known in Europe by the name of Aurung1.ebe. 
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viaory wa_s facilitated by an accident that happened- on the 
bridge: the carriage of one of the enemy's large pieces _of 
artillery _broke down~ .and flopping the retreat, threw them 
into confufion. Oodoo.anullah is two miles- from Rajemahel; 
and RajemaheI is nearly eighty miles from Moodhedabad: it 
lies on tIle wefiern bank of the Ganges, which is high and 
bold, and at the. foot of a chain of hills. The fituation is 
efieemed unhealthy, from the forerts in its neighbourhoo~. 
It was the feat of'the .government of Bengal, under Sultan 
Sujah, and it continued to be his refide~ce until he fell 
in the -contdl for the empire with_ his brother Aurungzebe. 
The numberlefs ruins found at and in the neighbourhood, 
evinced his pamon for building; and the great extent of 
many of them affords a proof of his fplendor .~nd magnifi
cence. There yet remains a part of the palace; w hieh was 
fupported by vall oRangular pier~, raifed f(o~ the edge of the 
river. The great hall yet remains, with fome leffer apart
ments, as well as the principal gate leading to the palace: 
there are furrounded by immenfe maffes of ruins. This pa
lace, in the time of S~ltan Sujah, was nearly dell:royed by 
fire: the zananah, or that part inhabited by the females 
of his family, was totally dellroyed. 

A TRADITIO~ prevails in this part of the country, that 
more tha~ thre~ hundred women fell a facrifice to mode£ly 
on this o·ccafioo; none 'Of them daring to fave themfelves, 

from the apprehenfion of being fee~ by the men. ~t a lit-
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tle difiance' from Rajemahel are the ruins of a zananal;t, 
which I went from curiofity to inrpeCl" as they are when 
inhabited [acred places; and I was gratified extremely to 

obferve the perfea accuracy in the Hindoflan piaures 

which reprefent them. The ~nnexed plate is' from an old 
piCture lof one which I met with in Indic!. It may not be 

improper to rem~tk, while I am upon this fubjea, that 
:when the M'ogul government was in the plenitude of iu 
po-wer, it :was an objeCt with the Qmrahs, 'or great L'ords. 
bf the court, to hold captive in ,their zananahs even 'hu,n .. 

dreds of females, 'coI1eBed from' various quarters of the~ 
empire, and particularly fo from Cathmire; a country fa
lnOUS' for the beau'ty ·of its women.*' From Rajemahel-the 

pub lick. road .continpes by the fide .of the river, at ,the foot , 
Df the' hills,- to the' pars ,of Sicri Gully, whence it enters the 

province' of Babar. 'Tliis p'afs, in the time of the. Hindoo ,and 

Mogul 'governments 'was, the, comfuaJ)ding entrance from 13a

har into' the kingdom of Bengal, and was formerly fortified 
with a: {hong wall and gate, the 'ruins o( which yet. remain: 

'Wliat mull {hew/the inutility of {uch fortifications, .and the 

IWifdom of the, Britifh government in fuffering, them to go "to 

,. I cannot but her:e obferJe that, from the clofe confin~~ent of the Maho

medan women, ,there'reigns ip the zananahs-~ refined {pirit of intrigue unknown 

,in Europe in the prefent day. Many acctmnts are to be found of fuch in the old 

Spaniih novels, whicp may be accounted for frolb the Spaniards retaining cuRoms 

'and prejudices eftabliihed among them by their MootUh conquerors, long after 

1heir expuIfion in the fifteenth century. 
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decay, is the eafe with which they are eluded; for, in the 

year 1742-3, the whole Mahratta army, confifling of fifty 

thoufand men, under Bofchow Pundit, paffed through the 

hills above Col gong, and to the fouth-well of this pars into 

Bengal. On the top of the hill is a ruined tomb of a Mufful. 

man fied, or faint. The whole fcene appeared to me highly 

piCturefque; a plate, therefore, is given of this view, as it 

marks the general charaEter of this part of the country. At 

this place I was met by a party of feapoys, fent by my much 

lamented and revered friend, the late Augufius Cleveland, Efq. 

then colleCtor of the difiriCts of Rajemahel and Bauglepoor, 

to efcort me to the falls of Mootejerna in the hills, about four 

cors, or eight Englifh miles inland from the river. From 

the height of the hills, there carcades are clearly feen, in the 

time of the rains, the river being then near thirty feet 

higher than in the dry feafon, and the falls confiderably 

increafed. The road, or rather path, is through the jun

gles, or woods; and when rain has lately fallen in the hills, 

the noife of the cataraCt is difiinCtly heard at the diflance of 

two Englifh miles. It confifls of two falls, which taken to

gether, the perpendicular height meafures one hundred and 

five feet. The water, falling over vafi maffes of rocks, is 

received in a bafon below, and continues running through 

fragments of the rock, rent from above, until it is lofi in the 

Ganges. At the bottom of the lower fall is a great hollow 

cave, which is eafily entered from either fide, and the water 

is feen from within, forming part of the arc of a great cir-
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this plr,\ce I was met by a party of feapoys, fent by my much 

lamented and revered friend, the late Augufius Cleveland, Efq. 

then collefior of the difirias of Rajemahel and Bauglepoor, 

to efcort me to the falls or Mootejerna in the hills, about four 

cofs" or eight Englifh miles inland from the river. . From 
the height of the hills, thefe cafcades are clearly feen, in the 

time of the rains, the river being then near thirty feet 

higher than in the dry feafon, and the falls confiderahly 

'tncreafed. The road, or rather path, is through the jun

gles,. or woods; and, when rain has lately fallen in the hilJs, 

the noire, of the catarafi is difiinfily heard at the difiance of 

two Englilli miles. It confifis of two falls, which taken to;." 

gether,'the perpendicular height.meafures one hundred and 

fiv~ feet; The water, falling over vall maffes of rocks, is 

received in a bafo~ below, and continues running through 

fragments of the rock, rent froIp. above, un~i~, it is 10ft in the' 

Ganges. At ,the bottom of the lower fall isa great hollow 

cave, which is eafily entered from either fide, and .the water 

b ,feel). from within, forming ,part of the arc of a great cifl" 
I ' 
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de before. In the interior part of this cave, which may be 
thirty feet from the front of the rock', the bafe appears to 
be a mixture of rock and charcoal; that lS, the interllices 
of the rock appear filled with charcoal, and many fragments 
broken off are compofed equally of the two materials. 
For the fatisfaRion of otherS' I brought away with me two 
large pieces,. which I afterwards niewed to feveral ingeni-, 

ous gentlemen in Calcutta. The place itfelt !t is true, is 
held il1 fuperfiitious veneration by the common people of 
the country; ,and it is poffible 'fome reUgious ceremonies 
may have paffed here, but it is fcarcely probable that any fire 
ufed in fuch ceremonies could have produced fuch-effeRs. 

,AF TE R. returning to Sicri Gully, I continued my route 
acrofs the pafs. of Terriagully, from the top of which a 
-beautiful fcene opens itfelf to the 'View;, namely, tl).e mean
dering of the ri~er Ganges through -the flat' country, an" 
glitteri'n~ through an immenfe plain, highly cultivated, as 
far as the extent of the horizon, where the eye is almoft at 
a lors to difcriminate the termination of!ky and land. From 
the pafs of Terriagully the rQad continues by the river fide, 
opening in extenfive glades, covered with a fine turf; and 
only interfperfed witp. woods, cOnfining of timber trees of 
confulerable ma&nitude, which, from the great heat and 
moifiure in this part of India, (like all other vegetable produc
tions of. the country) continue verdant through a great part 
-of the year. After this the road !kirts tne woods, and 
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under great trees, which are fined with a variety of :birds of 
beautiful colours, many of them of the parrot tribe;. an~ 
amongn others, pe~cocks in abundance, which fitting on 
the vall. horizontal branches, and difplaying .their varied 
plumage to the fun" dazzle the ey~ of the traveller as he 
palfes. In this route many- inferior rivers are paffed, that 
feed the waters of the Great Ganges, which, at this feafoD of 

• 
the year, are very low; C!nd the fieepnefs of many of their banks 
renders the carriage extremely troublefome to the pallankeen 
bearers. At Col gong there is a confiderable fiream, that 
falls into the Ganges, which by its cOQtinued force, and par
ticularly in the time of the periodical rains, has detached 
two large rocks, and formed them into lfiands, covered with 
woods, full feventy yards from the {hore. There is a paf-

o • 

fage between the ifiands and the {hor,e filled' with fnnken 
rocks, which form violent eddies.' The paffage is fometimes 
only to be eff"eaed by fmall boats; and in the ~ime of the 
r",ins is efiee~ed exceedingly dangerous. _ ~ I knew an in
fiance in which it had nearly proved fatal. 

THE country about CoJgong is, I think, the mofi beau.ti
ful I ,have feen in India. The waving appearance of the 
land, its fine turf and detached woods, baCked by the ex-
1:enfive forefts on the hills, :brought to my mind many of the 
fine parks in England; and its overlooking the Ganges, 

-which ha~ mor~ the appearance of an ocean at, ~is 'place 
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than of a river, gives the profpea inexpreffible gran
deur. 

FROM this place my route was continued to the village 
of Sultungunge; oppolite to w.hich, in the river, is the fmall 
illand of' Jangerah, or, according to fome authors. Jehan
gueery. This iflapd is a roc!', with a few trees growing 
from its interfiices, and on the top is a fmal~ hermitage, in
habited by a Hindoo monk. The fituation this holy father 
has chofen is certainly a proof of his tafte and, of hjs judg
~ent; for, from tl}e top, he has' a moIl: extenfive profpea. of 

.the . country and river; and in the fummer heats it tp,ufi be 

cool~r than any fitua~ion in its neighbourhood. This rock 
is ,confidered ,by ~.the Hindoos as a facred place; .and on 

many paris of ,it are J?ieces of fC\llpture relative to their 
mytholo·gy. I am concerned I cannot pay fo high a com

pliment to the art of fculpture among the Hindoos as is 
ufually paid by many ingenious iluthors who write on the 

. religion of Br~mah. Confidering thefe ~orks, as I do, 

with the eyes of an artin, they are only to be paralleled 
.with the rude drays of the ingepious Indians" 1. have met 

witli. in Otaheite, arid on other illands in the South Seas. The 

·time when there feulptures were produced I believe is nqt 

'eafy to afcertain; but thus much is certain, that the more ~o

.dern works in fculpture of human figures, by the Hindoos, 

.Iay claim to very little more merit than the ancient pro-

duEtions. Some ornaments, however, that I have feen on 
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Hindoo temples, are beautiful1y carved: but of this I {hall 

have occafion to fpeak hereafter, when I treat of the fubjea. 

of Hindoa architeaure .. 

. l' PROCEEDED from Sultungunge to Ba\lglepoor, where 

~y . purfui~s were promoted w!th· ~ deg.re;-of liberality that 

peculiarly ,~arked 'the mind of the gentleman :who then go.: 

verned, this difiriC1:. 'and of whom,jn comm9.n gra:tit~de, "t 
mu~. ever· fpeak with veneration and efieem. At the en-

.. tranc~, of' tl)e town. of ~aug~:t0?r~' I ma~e a ,d:~~in~ of.a 
banya.n .' tree, of whIch a plate! IS annexed., 'ThIS IS·, on~ of 

fi:h?fe curio\.!f ,prodll:Rions in; nature which ca.~not .~~i1 to 

e~cite the:attentlon of" t~e traveller. .The, branches of thi~ 

tr~e having {hqots 4epending f~om:\heIl1" 'and taking r~ot, 
~~*l ~roduce,' an~ 'become ~he' parents of" others. " Th~rtr 
trcie5t' ih many infi~n~es.; cover ruch a~ extent 'of ground, 
that hundreds' of people may take lheIter under one' of theq1. 

fro'm tIie fcorching rays of the, fun. The care tnat wa's taken' 

in the government, and the minute attention to the happi~ 
. tier~ ~f the people, rendered this rlifitiCl, at ihis time, 

(1781) a perfea paradife.- It was not uncommon to fee the 
. manufaC1:urer'-at his loom, in the. cool ~ade, attended oy his.. 

, friend foftening his labour by the tender firain~ of muGc. 

There are to be met with in India many old pi8ures repre

renting fimilar fubjeEls, in the happy times of the Mogul 
government .. 
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THE {ituatioD: 'of the' Refident's haufe", built by Mr. 
Clevel~nd~ 'is on a very ele~ated Jpot: it is -on the banks: 
of a nuIlah, forming a large ifland, bDunded by the Ganges 

on one fide" and the nuHah encircling the other: the inan~ 
is about. four miles acr6fs~ On' the 'other fide is a beautiful 

-park ... like cQuntry, with clumps of great trees, fepar.ated by 
glaaes; the whole·bounded by w.ood. This place ,owes its 

\ 

ptincip~l beauty to, the ~ood taUe of Mr. Cleveland~ 

FROM; Bauglepoor to Mongpeir". 'is between thirty and 
forty· En'gliIh miles~, The {oads are good, the' country 

highly cultivated, ang the villages. neat. Along the fide of 
toe road, are the burial places of the Muffulmans; ,for they, 

like' the: ancient G.t:eeks-, always bury' by or near the' high.
ways: thofe of 'the common people' are mounas of earth, 
cbvering the whole length of tpe pody; with a fmall {quare 

,c,91umn at the -head, about three 'r~t high, and another, not' 

,more than eighteen inches., 'at the feet: \ tho~e of fuperior 
rank have maufoteums, de~orated_ in proportion t~ the 

/ , -
wealth Of' munificence of the family. It is a' cullom with 

the 'women_ of the family to attend ther~ tombs o( thei~ 
friends,. or neareR and moll valued relations,. after fun-fet; 

and it is both affeaing and curiouS', to fee them pro~eeding' in. 
groups, carrying lamps in their hands, whi,~h they place' at 
the bead of the tomb: the effeCi, confidered in a piaurefque 
light, is highly b~autitul; with that of fentiment, it is de ... 

light!ul. A print of this fubje8: is fubjoined. 





"MONGl:I!l;R is a.lar.ge Indian,t'owrl. ~ith an,oldJort. One, 
{x,de of the fatt is; flanked by; t~e ,Ganges, and that. to ,the 

land by a. wide and deep ~tcn. The(e are three ,principal 
gates;. one OIl the fide next the river, anotheJ: on the eaft 
~de, !lnd anQther on the foutb.. That, to tbe,eaft appears" tOl 
have been, very firong t the" walls ,are flanke.d with fquare 
~owers, in the old: ilile of canks; many fir.nilaJS ruins peing 
now t9, be found in Et;lgland. The (art w.as built ini the: 

middle of the laft century, by Sultan Sujah; but the' placo 
is, famoll&. for being a; military nation many centuiies.,back.* 

The area within: the walls: of the fOIt. is. very confi~erable;_ 

it i~ generally. made at Ration for a part ,0£ the Eng'ilh 
troops; and the.re·is, a'hQufe ,here for the c:omIIlanding officer,. 

built oy th<e: late General ,Goddard. 

F:RQM" Calcutta to Mongheir the face of t~e country is: ex .... 
t.remely varied.. Bengal,. however,. to the entranc~ into the 
prQvince of Bahar, is almoft a perfea flat, or the rife is fa 
gentl~ as not to be perceived. The foil is rich, confining 
'(;hiefly of a black earth, intermixt with -fine fand. From 

RajelI\ahel it: affumes a different <;h,ara&er; h~lls. are feen 
riling in many parts .into mount,ains, an<;l covered with im. 
menfe farefts of timber: the foil here,is alfo'more aridJ and 
~he air- drier, than. in the lower parts of- Bengal. The heat 

... 0" this {pot was found, a·few years. back" ~ brafs p,late, ~ith a, Sanfcbdte 

inf~riptio~ of a grant; as early as the firft century of Chriftianitr. 
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in, the months of :March, April, and, May, is immoderate; 

and, -until it 'beco~es tempered by the rains thaJconll:antly 
fall in June and July, it is dreadful tQ the bearers 'of 'the 
pallankeensto travel'in the ~iddle of the day,: the dull and 

heat are .then, indeed, fo intolerable, that they are frequently 

'under the neceffity of pu~ting down th~ir burihens, and {hel. 

tering themfelves :beneath the {hade 'of the banyan trees, 

many of which are found on the rpad, 'particularly by the fide 
of wells, or fome little chou,ltry on the' borders of a tank. 

The number of thefe rural accommodations for .trav~ners re· 
flea'the highefi 'credit on the care of the old Hindoo an,d Moor. 

illi igovernmerlts. It is particularly mentioned in the life of 

t,he ',Emperor. Shere Shah, that, although a :ufurper ,who' 

obtained the 'empire by the moll at,rocious .a8:$" 'he p~id the 

moll humane attention to the comforts and ~c;commodations 

of his' peqple. He ,caufed well~ t9"be-aug at every. cof~, (or 

two miles) a,nd .trees to be planted on the road fide. ,A~ 

many o£ thefe wells have I halted in my jOll'rriies~. They 

~re~ in .general, from. ten 'to fOlirteen feet: in' diam~ter, 'and 

lined with frone: the mafonry excellent; and they are' raited 

from the furface of the ground by a liitle wall two: feet high. 

I {hould have remarked that, ·throughout Beng~f and Bahar, 

the water is excellent. It is-extremely pleafant to obferve 

the var.,iety of tra veliers that are to be met with on the road; 

either..p~mng along iq groups, ,under the {hade of fome 
fpreading, tree, by' the fide' of ·the wells or tanks. In one 

part may be feen the natiye foldiers, their halF pikes flicking 
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. by their fide~ and their fhie1ds lying by them,. with theil:' 
fabres and· matchlocks;. \in,an(>ther pan is, perhaps, a.com .. 

pany of merchants, ~engaged iq., ~a:kul~tionJ or of devotees 
iIi the aa of facial wor{hip; and in another, the common 
Hindoo -paJlankeen bearers ~aking their bread. This opera .. 
lion i~ performed in an·eafy and e"peditiQus,-manoer by there 
people: they make a fInall hole. in the earth of about a, foot 
in diameter,. in which they light a fire, and on the top: of the 

fire they place a flat iron plate~ which .they always carry 
.with them, and :which~ they rl,lpport with ·Llones; they mix 
their flour with a. little wat~r, and bake their f;~kes,· which 
are foon dreIfed,. are very wholerome,. and I :think not un
palat~ble. On the whole, J muil T~y, that the, fimplicity 
~nd primitive ,appearance 9f thefe groups delighted me. 

,IT .i& not unGommon al[o, in excurfions througli there 
'parts of t1.te cOll;ntry, ,to meet wit~ vC!rious fakirS', with a 
,more than ravage' appearan·ce. Sometimes whole families 
,may be feen travelling 'up and dQwn the country, forming 
,morl' beautiful piaurefque groups; rometimes, with camels . 

.loaded with goods; fom~ of the party riding on bullocks, th~ 
females-in hackeries, and the younger ,par~ of the ·company 
on fmaIl horres,. brought frOln the mountains bordering tpe 
eafiern fide of Bengal. Thefe hprfes' are called tanyans, and 

are ,moRly pye-bald. The men march on foot, ar,?ed with 
fpears and matchlocks:> their fabres ari.d lhieIds are flung 

.acrofs their ba'cks.' There are ,certainly valQable fllbjeas fO'r 
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the painter. The lodgings of the traveller in India are the 

ferais, or caravanferais, (or places for the caravans) as they 

are called in Europe. Many of thefe are in the great roads, 

and have been ereRed either by charitable perfons, or at the 

public expence. The Emperor, whom I have already men

tioned for his attention to the public accommodation, built 

many, from the extremity of Bengal to Lahore. There is a 

noble building of this kind remaining at Rajemahel, built by 

Sultan Sujah, when Subah of Bengal. The form is a [quare 

of equal fides; the entrance from the Bengal road is through 

a large and highly ornamented gate, which alfo po{fe{fes mi

litary firength no lefs than beauty. Round the four fides is 

a wall about twenty feet high; attached to the wall round 

the fides are feparate apartments, covered on the top, and 

open to the center of the area within. In thefe places the 

traveller lodges his goods, and fleeps; the area within the 

[quare is for the beafts. Attendant on there ferais are poor 

people, who furnifh a fmall bedftead for the traveller to fleep 

on, and who are rewarded by a trifling fum, amounting t'D 

perhaps a penny Englifh. The Mahomedan is, in general, 

a generous man compared with the Hindoo on thefe occafions. 

Oppofi te the Bengal gate is another in this ferai; which, 

however, is nothing more than merely an opening through 

the wall. 

FROM Mongheir I embarked, and returned by water to 

Calcutta; and here I had an opportunity of obferving a fe-
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TIes of fcenery perfcBly new; the different boats of the 

country, and the varied {hores of the Ganges. This im

menfe current of water fuggefls rather the idea of an ocean 

than of a river, the general breadth of it being from two to 

fi ve miles, and in fome places more. The largefl boats 

failing up or palling down, appear, when in the middle of 

the flream, as mere points, and the eaflern {hore only as a 

dark line marking the horizon. The rivers I have feen in 

Europe, even the Rhine, appear as rivulets in comparifon 

with this enormous mafs of water. I do not know a more 

pleafant amufement than failing down the Ganges in the 

warm feafon: the air, palling over the great reaches of the 

river many miles in length, is fo tempered as to feel delight

fully refreIhing. After fun-fet the boats are generally moored 

clofe to the banks, where the {hore is bold, and near a 

gunge or market, for the accommodation of the people. It 
is common, on the banks of the river, to fee fmall Hindoo 

temples, with gauts or pafTages, and flights of fieps to the 

fIver. In the mornings, at or after fun-rife, the women 

bathe in the river; and the younger part, in particular, con

tinue a confiderable time in the water, fporting and playing 

like Naiads or Syrens. To a painter's mind, the fine an

tique figures never fail to prefent themfelves, when he ob

ferves a beautiful female form afcending thefe fieps from the 

river, with wet drapery, which perfectly difplays the whole 

perron, and with vares on their heads, carrying water to the 

temples. A fight no lefs novel or extraordinary, is the Bra-

f 
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mins at their' oraifons; perfealy abfiraaed, for the time, to 
every palling objea, howt;ver attraaive. Thefe devotees 
are,generally naked, except a fmall piec~ of drapery-round 

I 

the middle. A furprizing fpirit of c1eanlinefs is to be" ob-
ferved among the Hindoos: the fireets of their villages are 
commonly fwept and watered, and fand is frequently {hewed 

before the doors, of the houfes. The fimplicity, and perf ea. 
ly modell: charaaer, of the lIindoo women, -cannot but 

arrefl: the attention C?f a firanger. 'iVith downcafl: eye, and 
equal fiep, they proceed a~ong, and fCa"rcely turn to the 
right or to -t~e left to obferve a foreig~er as he pa{fes, how

eve! J)ew or fingular his appearance. l'he men- are no lefs 
remarkable fo~ their hofpitality, and are confiantly attentive 

to '~,=commodate the tr~ veller in .his wants. During the 
whole of the journey in my .pan~nkeen, whatever I wanted, 
as boiling water for my tea, milk; eggs, &c. &c. I never 
met with impofition or delay, but always experienced an. 
uncommon readinefs to oblige, . and that accompanied with 

manners the mo~ fimple and accoml1!odating. In perfea -
oppofition is the Mqffulman charaEler ;-haughty, not to 
fay infolent; irritable, and ferocious. I beg, however, to be

underfiood of the lower cla~es; for a MooriCh gentleman may 
be· confidered as a perfea model of 'a well bred-man. The 

Hindoos are chiefly hufbandmen, manufaaurers, and mer
chants, except two tribes--the Rajapoots, who are military, 

and the Bramins, who Clre ecclefiafiics. The Muffutmans 
may be clalIed as entirely military, as few of them_exercife 
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any other 'employment, except colleaing the revenues, which , 

under! t~e Mooriili gove~inents have been always done by 
military force. 

A T this fearon of the year it is. not uncommon, towards 

the evening, to fee a fmall black cloud rifing in the eafiern 

\ part of the horizon, and afterwards fpreading itfe1f to the 

.Dprth-weft. This phenomenon is always attended with a 

violent norm. of wind, and flafhes of the' firongeft and moll 

vivid lightning and heavy thunder, which is followed by rain. 

Thefe fiorms fometimes Iall for half an hour or 'more; and 

~hen they d,ifperfe they lease the air greatly frefhe~ed, and 
the fky 0,£ a deep, clear, and tranfparent blue. When they 

occur near the full' moon! the whole atmofp'here .is illumin

ated by a foft but brilliant GIver light, attended with ge~tle 
airs, as Shake - bas expreffed-

" When the {weet wind did gently kifs the trees, 

" And they did make no noife." 

PASSING by the city of Moorfheda~d, on the evening'of 
a M~{fulman holiday, I :was mudi entertained to 'fee the 

river covered with innumerable lights, juO: floating above, 

the furfac:;e of the, water., Such an uncommon ,appearance 

was, at :firfi~ Clifficult to. account for; but I found, upon 

enquiry, that upon thefe occafions they fa.bricate a number 
, -

of fmall lamps, which they light and fet afloat on the river: 
the {lream conllantly running dQwn, they are carried to ,a 

f2 
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eonfiderable diflance, and laR fO,r many hours. After .. a .paf
rage of a few days from Mongheir, I arrived at Calcutta~ 
Several of the fubjeas I had colleaed in my journey were 
painted for th~ Honourable the then Governor, General; 
two of the~ on a large reale, viz. the Falls of Mootejerna" 
and the Ruins of Rajemahel. 
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C HAP. III. 

Embark in the Train o.f the Governor General-Boats of the 
Country defcribed-Remarlts on thoft of the South Sea
Views' on the River-Dutch, French, and Danijk Settle. 
ments-Sir .Eyr~ Coote's-Cojfimouzen-Sir john D'Oyley's 
-Patna-Reception of the Governor there-MoJque of 
Moonhier-Arrive at Bu:xar-Gazipoor-Curious. Ruins
Be:narcJ-4rrejl of the Rajah-lnfurre8ion at Benares

Principal Events Df the War-Flight from Bena-res, and 
Return thither .. 

I DID not Temain rong in the capital of Bengal, on my 

leturn from Mongheir, before a new opportunity was pre
fented to me of again indulging the curiofity which I felt 
both as, an· artifi and a man, to· enlar~e my acquaintance 

with a country fa fertile in the beauties of nature ~t leafi.. It 

being determined by the Bengal Government that it was· 
expedient, for the public utility,. that the Governor General 

fhould make a tour through ,a part of the C'Ountry, Mr. 
Hafiings, with that liberality. and attention to the arts which 

has ever charaaerized his condua, acceded to my requeR" 

and permitted me to, accompany him .. 
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ON the 25th or June, 1781, therefore, I embarked in a 
budgerow for this ,expedition. The periodical rains had now 
commenced, and every natural objea prefented a new face, 
with fuch -a frefhnefs of verdure, and with ruch vigour and 

fu1nefs of Joli~ge, th~t. all nature appea!ed in the ut~Qn 
luxurianceA FrQID the humber of gentJemen who neceffarily 

attended the Governor Gen~ral, the -fleet was ,Very large, and 

cori~fted of every variety of the boats of the country, ex

cept thofe which .are called ,burs, and of which we met with 
'" , 

fe·veral in o"ur courfe. There veffels ,are large rude barks, 

the fides of which are raifed very high, and fe~ed together 

with, the fib'res of the cocoa nut' tree.. They have only a 
fingle man, with a large fquare fail, and, the bottoms of 
them are ~early flat. They ~take in a great quantity of wa

tei from their fides -and bottoms" which ,tompels. the crew 

to, employ fome people continually in bailing.. They'areufed 

for the; carriage of cotton, 'and other very bulky materials, 

the w.eight of which: cannot bear ~ny proportion to, their 

\ flze., Indeed,. i~ would be impracticable to employ boats 

which were calculated to draw-any confiderable quantity of 
wat,er on this ~vet, as: the navigatio~ is extremely dangerous, 

from .the rands' being eon,lantfy fhifting. I 'have known 'an 

ifiand, four miles in, lengtli., and ,containing (orne villages, 

wholJy fwept ,away in one feafon; iii the, ,mean time, at 

a little difiaiice, other iflands were formed" from the rands' 

being thrown up. This phenomenon took place off the 

,point of Rajemahel, in the year 1782: 
( 



· 
I N D I A .. 39 

THE boats ufed by the natives for tr~velling, and alfo by 

Europeans, are the bu~gerows, which both fail and row: 
they have in general from twelve to twenty oELrs. Thefe boats 
vary in their fize according to. the condition of their owners; 
fame may be about fixty' feet in length, having very high fierns; 
many of them tweI ve feet. ,from the water's edge, ,and quite 
lharp at the upper point: in the center they are. broad, h'av .. 
ing a confiderable bearing in the water. and quite Iharp for .. 

ward. They are fieered with a larg~ padq,1e or oar, extending 

ten fe~t from the fiero; an~ there is generally one maR in the 
center, on which is hoified a large fquare fail: they have like
wife a topmafi, on wbich is a fquare fail for fine weather. 

Thefe boats are. ill calculated to go near the wind, 'and indeed 
are dangerous, from the great weight abaft; they are, how

ever, extremely commodious, having in the center a fmaIl ve .. 

rander: :or open portico, opening by a dC?or into a handfome 
room, 'lighted by a 'range of windows ,on each fide. This is 

the dining -or fitting room, within which is a ,convenient 

bed 'chamber, generally con~aining.a fmall claret: the heighth 
of the fitting room is ufually, from feven to nine feet. Be .. 

fides ~is boat, a gentleman is ufually attended by two 
ot'hers; a pulwa,h, fot the accommodation of the kitchep, 

and a fmaller boat, a paunchway, which is deRined 10' con

vey hjm either on {hore or on board,. as it frequently hap

pens that the budgerow canno~ C9me clore to the {hores, 
where he might willi to land. Thefe boats fail more expe
ditio'uTIy than the budgerows; but the, paunchways are 
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nearly of the fame general confiru8ion,j with this difference, 
that the greaten breadth is fomewhat' farther aft, and the' 
nerns "lower: tbe pulwahs are a ,broad boat, and ,not fo 
{harp forward or aft as the . other: two. The Englifh gentle
men h~ve made great improvements on the hudgerow in 
Bengal, by introducing at broad' flat floor, fquare fierns, 
and broad bows.. Thefe, boats are much fafer, fail near and 
keep their wind, and' there is no danger attending their 
taking the ground; they ,are, belides, calculated for carry
ing a greater quantity ~Qf fail. Another boat 'of this .country, 
which ,is very curiou{ly connruEled, is called a Moor-punky: 

the~e are very long and narrow, Tometimes extending; to up
wards of an _hundred feet in length, and n?t more than 
eight feet, in breadth; they are a~:ways paddled, fometimes 
by forty men, .and are fieered .by a' large p~ddle from the 
fiern, which Tifes either in tJ-le fhape of a peacock, a fnake, 

or fome other animal. The perfons employed to paddle are 
dire8ed by a man w1:to ffan9,s up, and fometimes he makes 
ufe of.a branch oCa plant to ,direct their motions. In one 
part of the fiein'is ,a c,anopy f~pported by pillars, in which 
are feated the owner and his friends, who partake together 
of the refrefhing :breezes of the ~ening. Thefe ~oats are 
-very expenfive) owing to the beautiful decorations of painted 
and gilt ornaments, -which ~re highly varnillied, and exhibit , 
.a very confiderabIe -degree of tan.e. It was curious to me to 
{)bferve t.he perfect rlmila~ity.in manners, between the inha ... 
bitants of this country and the, people of ,Otaheite in there 



'IN DIA. 

water excurfioris. The pleafure boats of the South Sea 
iflanders are, -iIi many infiances, fimilar to there: working in 

an ocean, they found the neceffity of applying .an out rig
ger, or of lalliing two vetfels together, to prevent overfet
ting. Like· the boats I am fpeaking of,· they are worked by .. 
paddles, and are alro' direCted by a man holding a. branch, 
who, in com mob with the perron in the Moor~punky, ures 
much gen.icu~tion, .and ~~lJs his fiory to:excite either laugh
ter' or exertion. I My former patfage down the river ,to Cal .. 
cutta was too rapid to allow of more obrervation than what 
related to th6 general appearance of the villages and tQwns on 
its banks. The ftream js- uruaUy calculated to run at. the 
rate of five flllles an hour; but the rapidity of the flood, 
during the rainy feafon,. is inc'reafed, and ro~nd\ fome of the 
points in the river it is very great. Should it be calm wea ... 
ther when the flood is thus impetuous, the boatmen· endure' 
much fatigue in towing round there points againft the fiream, 

and particularly fo, where the 'banks,. are, very high '; an<l 
fome of them, in, thF great river, are ,equal to the,top o( the 
man of a common budgerow. 

AT a fmall dillance abOve Calcutta is the Danifu fettle-:
ment of ~erampoor, where there is' a neat town, which 
carries on a confiderable tra'de. Both fides of the river are 

I ' 

decorated with a few houfes belonging to,EngIifh gentl~men:: 
at Ghiretty, twenty miles from Calcutta, is a very fine feat, 

which, in the year 1781, was inhabited by 'the family of the-. . 
g 
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late Sir -Eyre <3ooteA who at that time was fighting the battles 
of his' country. on the .plains of the C~rnatic'; where his he,a1th 
~nd life fell a fa<;rifice to his great exertions. With'an army 
of never more than feven thoufand effeCtive 'men, this expe
rienced General kept the whole power of Hyder Ally at 
bay, and at all times was fuperior in' aCtion to the mul .. 
titudes of the ene.r:ny, who were 'fupported by a moll fot .. 

mi9able train of artillery, and immenfe bodies of ca ... 
valry. 

A LIT'rLE above this is the French fettlement of Chan ... , 

deroagore, and the ruins of the fQit evince it to have been 
confiderable. The fort was d~fi.royed py Commoq,ore Wat .. 
fd'n in 1758, in a fevere a&ion, which was particularly dif
ting~ilhed by the gallantrY of Captain Speke, who loll his 
fon on t~e quarter-deck of ,his own. {hip during the,engage .. 
menta Near to this is the town' of Chinfurah, the Dutch ret .. 
dement .. on ~he banks of the river.: this town is very ~ifiin .. 
gui£habl~ at a ~onfiqerable ~inante, and has ~ handfome 
appearance.' It contains ,feveral good houfes, and a churcp. 
with a 'little mole proje&ing' into the river. ChiI~furah lies 
nearly midway between Chandernagore and the old town of 

• I 

Hoogly. which is now ne!,rly in 'ruins" but poffeffes many 
~ ---- ~.... - \ 

:veftiges of ,its former greatnefs.· In the heginning of this cen .. 

tury it was t~e great mart for the export tra~e of .Bengal to 
Europe. from this place 'we pafs by Culna 'and Nuddea, 
(both c9nfiderable-towns) in 'our way to Cutwa, which was 
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made famous by- the retreat of Aliverdy Cawn, 'in the face of 

a larg~ Marhatta army, in May 1742. After paffing Plaffy, 
which has been al~eady mentioned, is the great military Ra

tion, in Bengal, Burhampoor, where there are barracks for 
ten thoufand men;, and a little above is the Wand of Coffim-. 

buzar, in which is' a faCiory belonging to the ~nglifu com .. 

pan~, where a commercial refident is confiantly Ratioried: 

the gentleman then refi~~t was Mr. S. Droz, whofe polite 
attentions 'to me I £hall always' remember with/pleafure. On 
this ifland there is likewife a Dutch faCiory. At a £hort dif

tance from Coffimbuzai is the city of Moorfhedabad, where, 

at the period of which I am fpeaking, refided Sir John 

D'Oyley, then e~gaged in a political. department. The Ii. 
berality and attentions of this. gentleman to every per(On 

travelling. thi,s road are well kno~n; and in his houfe, I may 

truly fay, reigned the very fpirit of old ,Englifh hofpitality. 

From Mooifhedabad the IIoogIy river continues to Sooty, 

w~ere is the entrance. into the Ganges. From tills place to 

Mongheir it is ufua!' to keep on the weRemJhore, and nearly 
all the way to Patna, unlefs a leading breeze from the fouth .. 

ward and eallward £hould enable the boatmen to Reer 

as 'nearly from- point to point as ,the {hoals will admit. 

E very where on· either fide of the river there are collec~ 

tions' of yillages, and 'the country is in high cultivation. 

WHEN the fleet arrived at the city of Patna the {hores 

were lined with people; the windows in the houfes on the 

g2 
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banks of the river were- filled, even the tops of the build~ 

iogs and every wall was cro'Uded~ fo that when ~he Governor 
General went on {hore, it was fcarceIr poffible to proceed, 
from- the multitude, 'which prelfed on every fide, to falute 

him. When lie had paired them, all appeared Ilruck with 

the fimplicity"of his appearance, and his ready and conRant 

attention to prevent any injury to the meanell: individual 

from the irrafcibility pf his Chub,dars, or other fervants j 

who endeavoured to keep them from prdI!ng in. The), 
could not but contrall: this appearance- am} c'Onduct with' 

that of their Nabobs, wh'Om they had never feen except 
m~unted on lofty elephants, and glittering in . fplendor with 

their train, followed by the foldiery to keep ,.off the mul~i. 

tude from offending their arrogance and pride:. 

THE city ot,Patna; the principal feat ''of the pr{)vince and 

government of Bahar, is long and narrow, containi~g, a 

gr~at number of inhabitants': this i~ the refidence ,of the 

political and commercial chiefs, and the cou,rts of juftice of 
/', ' 

the province. It has been f~ous for ages.. Major RenneI, 
whore judgement is fcarce1y to be difputed, places. the' ah .. 

cient .city of Palebothra upon the fcit~, of Patna. The 

buildings are high:' and the' fireets narrow and far from 

clean. Patna coqtains' a fort, in whi~h w~re confined the 

prifoners taken by Meer Coffim, Nabob 'Of Bengal; in the 

war of 1764" by :whore order they were malfacred.. The 
execution of this mon atrocious >act was committed to Sum..: 
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~aroo,' a French renegado-- in the fervice of the Nabob. 
The- confequence of this fcene of horror was, the expulfion 
of the Nabob; who afterwards drew the late Suja~ ul Dow .. 
lah, Nabob of Dude, ,into a war with the Englifh, which 
terminated fo favour.ably and fa honourably tq tpe 'Britilh 
chara&er at the battle of Buxat; when a peace was made, 
leaving the conquetors in the unuiflurbed poffeffion of Ben
gal, Baltar, and part of Orixa. Meer Coffim became after-' 
wardsf from his crimes, an outcafl: from fociety" and is re.:.t 
ported t'? have died ~f wallt under the walls of Delhi, being 
prohibited from entering the city. 

FROM Patna 1 made an excurfion inland, about five cars, 
to view the mofque of Moonhier, on the river Soane. This 
building, though not large, is certainly very beautiful: it is 
a {quare, with pa'\tilions rifing from the angles; and in the 
center is' a majefiic dome, the top of which is finifhed by -
what the Indian architeCts call a cull us: the line of the curve 
of the dome is not broken, but is cpntinued by an inverted 
curve 'until it finiIhes in a crefcent. I cannot but greatly 
prefer this to the ,manner in which all great domes- an~ 

finiIhed in Europe,. by ereeting a fmall building on the top; 
which, at the point of contaCt with the qome, has a Iharp 
angle. - ~rhe out~r furface of this dome is ornamented by 
plantan~ leaves cut in fione, covering the whole; the lines 
interfea each. other in great lozenges, and form altogether a 
beautiful ornament'. The great 'entrance to the ~ofque is 
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fimilar to many of the doors t~ our .large Gothic cathedrals, 
ha~ing columns diminilhiiig as it were in perfpeClive to the 
inner door. There is a large tank belonging to i~ with 

, -
feveral buildings riling from the 'Water, containing pavilions. 
The_ whole,: ~?wever, is niuch decayed. 

THE river :Soane falls into the G:anges a 'little above 
Patna: at a fmall diRance from Patna is Bankepour, where 
are the refidences of the- EngliIh gentlemen, and near to 
which is the .military Ration Qf Dinapour. 

F~OM Patna I followed t~e fleet" ~nd paffed the- mouth 
of the river CaramnaIfa, the boundary_ or Bahar, and on 
the' 12th of AuguR arrived at--.Buxar. This is. a .fort and 
fmall military Ration, and was,. at the time I was there, 
commanded by Major Eaton. We proceeded from this 
place to Gazipoor, C?~ the eafiern {hare of the Ganges. At 
this place are the ruins of a fine palace, ~uilt in the begin
ning of this century. It is raifed, on it high bank, and on 
~ point commanding two great reaches of the river, up ~nd 
4own. From the bank,W'hich 'is full thirty feet from -the 
wat~r, is raifed a~other bafem~nt 'of bri~k and mafonry' fif
teen feet high, in which are fome apartments: on this is !he 
building, which is an oblong (quare, with great pavilions at 
the angles, and in the center of each fide: the whole is an 
open fpace, .fupported by colonades furrounding it. Within, . .. 
on the floor of the puilding, is a channel for water about four 
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feet wide; it encir~les the Hoor,_ and, at equal fpaces, there 
were formerly fountains. In the center of the building is a 

fpace fufficient to contain twenty people. 

NEARLY adjoining to this palace is a building for the 
purpofe of railing water for' the fountains, and fupplying 
them by the means of pipes, which communicate with each 
other. 

ABO U T two miles inJand from the river are the' remains 
of a ferai i and, nearly adjoining, tombs, built at the fame 
period as the palace. Thefe buildin~s are in a .fine talle of 
MoorHh architeaure, and ~n 'very good repair. View~ of 
both the palace and tombs are' exhibited to the public in, a 
work which I publilhed, containing Views in India. 

F" ]lOll Gazipoor I pro~eeded to Benares, a dillanc;e of 
twenty Englilli. miles, and arrived there' the day after the 
.Governor Gen~ral with his fuite. 

I FELT a real pleafure 'on my arrival at this place, from 
being able to co~template the pure Hindoo manners, arts, 

~,'buildings, and CUllOIDS, undepraved by any intermixture with 
the Mahomedans; and laid my' plans_f<?r obferving with the 
. utmon: attention whatever came within the fphere of a painter's 
notice. The unhappy' events that ~mediately fucceeded 
frullrat.ed, for ,the prefe,nt, thofe deHgns. 
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It would give me. pleafure to fatisfy the curiofity of the 
reader concerning the circum fiances of .that war, but it 
would be foreign to \the objeB: of there pages to ~nter upon 
a minute detail; and the' p~blic is, already ·in poffeffion of 
the great outline of the faCls. Some notes, however, ,which 
I made on the [pot, and, at the time, may prov~ not quite 
uninterefting, and, J Hatter myfelf will contain fomething of 
original information. 

I T is not my bufinefs 'to enter into the queRioD refpe8:ing 
the rights of the government in different countries and .thofe 
C?f the governed. Faa~-are my oojea, and fuch .alone as 
fe~L within ~he li':Ilited and confined fphere of my notice. 
On my arriv~l, the 15th of Auguft, the general converfation 
turned up<;>n the condua of Cheyt Sing, the Ze(Ilendar of 
the province. It is neceffary in this place t<? Temark, that the 
word Zemendar implies fimply a land-holder, either by a right 
of inheritance, or as a renter merely; if by right of inheri-

t 

tance, the government, virtqally being the proprietors. of the 
fuil, if they think proper may poffefs themfdves of it by the, 
laws of Hindoftan, paying to the Zemendar ten pet ~ent. 
out of fuch Zemendary. Rajah Cheyt Sing had met the' 
Governor General 'at Buxar, attended with a· confiderable 
train, and a.large fleet' of boats, in which were two thou ... 

rand armed men" fele8:ed from. the flower. of the military of 
Benare~, and fuppofed at the time, and reaf?nably [0, to . 
be intended for the. purpofe .of Jupporting h~m in the re ... 
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fufal of fucb demands. as might be made upon him by the 

Gover~or . General, and to prevent the exertion of force in , , ' 

fupport of the Britilli authority. 

THE caufe of difagreement between the Britifh government 

and the Zem~ndar of Benar~s is well known. It is, however, 

merely an aa of common jufiice to Hate, that, during my 
whole refidence in India, I never fo much as -heard the guilt 

arid perfidy of Cheyt Sing once.called in quefiion. It was no

toriOlis that he was in the interefi of the enemy; and it was 

~qually notorious that he with-held, under the mon trining 
and falfe pretences, the affifiance which was d~manded of 

him, and which by the nature of his treaty he was bound to 

furnifh: in a word, it was notorious to every perfon that he 
wanted only a convenient opportunity to withdraw his al. 

legiance from the company. 

AFTER feveral letters -and meIfages had paffed between 

Cheyt Sing and the Governor General, tlIe Refident, Mr. 
Markham, received orders to put the Rajah un.der arrefi, at 

his houfe at Sewalla· Gaut, on the banks of the riv~r, to 

which he quie~ly fubmitted, without anY.appearance or bp ... 
pofition. This was on the 16th; and about one o'clock in, 

the afternoon we were informed that a large body of the 

Rajah's people had croffed froll.l Ramnagur, to the Benares 

fide of the river, and had furrounded the Rajah's,houfe. A 

,note was 'at 'the fame time receivec! by the Refident, Mr. 

h 
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Markham, Jrom Lieutenant Staulke.r, who had been left 
with two ,companies of Major Pop~am's grenadier feapoys, as 
a guard~ faying that the people began to be troublefome, and· 
requefting an i~mediate -fupply of ammunition. 'It 'Yas now 
found that fuch delicacy had been obferved towards the Ra. 
jah, in order to prevent ,any fufpicion being entertained of 
an intention to carry the puni{hment farther than was really 
propofed, 'that the feapoys mufkets were not loaded, nor 'had 

they (as no feri9us oppofition was expected) any ammunition.: 
To this, unfortunate circumflance may be attributed the un· 
happy fate of three very gallant officers, Lieutenants Staulker, 
Sc<?tt, and, Sims, and two compleat companies of grenadier 

feapoys, not more than twenty efcapirig with their Jive~, 
and numbers of thofe miferablr wounded. 

As foon as the difturbance became known, Major Pop ... 
ham, who was then a_t Benar~s, fet off immediately for his 

- . 
camp at Marwaddy, about two, cofs (or fO\lr miles) from the 

tawn, to lead the?emainder of his p,eople to the affifiance of· 
their fellow roldier$. His utmoft exertions enabled them to 
arrive-only in fuffici~nt time to be the melancholy fpectators 

qf t~s horrid flaughter, w~thout the power o~ revenging it, 
as the tebels had di{perred,. and the Rajah h,ad found means
to make his efca pe., 

Fo R TUN ATE LY 'for' the' Englilli party in ,Benares, the re~ 

bels were fatisfied with what they- had effeCled, the liberation 
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of the Rajah .and the maffacre -of the reapoys; but had they 
attacked the Governor General in his, then defencelefs fitua

tion, every penon with him mufi have fallen a. facrifice to 

their fury • 

. THE following day every Englilhman attended the fune
ral' of LieQ.tenants Staulker, Scott, and Sims; and· fome 
time after a monument to their memory was raifed over 

their remiins. The gloom that fuc~eeded was truly melan

choly; the bufinefs of the city was fio~t" and it was deferted 
by great numbers of .the inbabitants. 1n palling through 
the {heets 'knots of people, all of them .armed, were ob
ferved fecretly corifulting. From this fituation we were 

Toufed 'by an unhappy affair, arifing from the ill-judged arn

bition of -Captain Mayaffer, who commanded t~e remainder 
of ~ajor Popham'S detachment at Mizapoor, on the oppo·· 
fite fide of the river, confifiing of a battalion of reapoys, and 

Captain Doxat's corps of chaffeurs, 'reinforce~ by Captain 
Blair's battalion of feapoys from Chunar. Th~s officer, coo-.. 
trary to pofitive orders, led the troops to 'the attack of Ram-

nagur,. a fort and town on the oppofite fide of the river to 
Benares. The ftree.ts o[ this town are narrow, and every 
houfe being built with ,fione, they became ~ach a fortification, 

which was filled with the "Rajah's people. The confequence 
of this rafh condua was, the lofs of Captain Mayaffer, Cap

t~in Doxat,. thirty-three of'the corps of chaffeurs, two guns, 
one' howitzer, .and one hundre_d and three' men of all dena .. 

h2 
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minations. The news of this check reached us ,on the 21ft. 
in the morning, and ;Was foon followed by advices of the, 
intentions of the rebels to make an attack on Benares that 
night; it was .therefore thought advifable to leave this place 
~f infecurity fQr Chunar, a diflance of twenty' miles. This 
refolution was taken ~t feven in the evening, and the whole 
party was clear of the town by half paft eight ?,clock The 
confulion natural on fuch an occafion foon fubfided; and the 

, . 
party, inc11;lding fervants, &c. with the troops, which 

- , 

amounted to C!bout four hundr~d men, fafely arrived oppo-
{i~e Chunar in the morning at [even o'clock. The night for .. 
tU!lately turned out the mofl favourable poffible; it was 
rlight, clear, and cool. As ~he refolution: was fuddenly 
ta~en, I waS under the neceffity ~f leaving behind me the 
whole of my haggag~, excepting my drawings, and a few 
changes'ofJinen, which I had thrown into my pallankeen, 

,and which in the confufion of the night I loft fight of~ 

but found my fervants on the following day. In the· 
·party was Beneram Pundit, the Bera!' Vakeel,* and hi~ bro
ther Biffumber Pundit, who, from motives of the firongefi 

perfonal attachment to Mr. Hafiings, left their family in 
Benares, to attend him, ana. ret what in that country is a 
very extraordinary 'example, a native voluntarily {haring in 
the dangers and diftreffe's -of a European, without a view to 
his own pri~ate advantage., 

=I, Vakeel is an Agent ,from qne court to another. 
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ON this occafion it ~annot be improper to mention the 

handfome and liberal condua of every gentleman 'in the 

gartifon. of Chunar -to thofe who attended ,the Governor 

General- I feel firongly the attentions {hewn me ~t this 

time by my friend Major, now Colonel Gardner, at whore 

~oufe, during my flay at Chunar, I received every kind or 
hofpitality. 

THE war was now completely commenced, .with great , 
difadvantage on the part of the Englilli; their number fmall, 

and befieged in a fbrt, without provifion to IaR a month, or 

mOl~ey to pay the few troops, which were already confiderl. 

ably in arrears~ owing to the mifcondua of the Rajah, who 

. had now fixed his flandard on the fort' of L:utteefpoor, in the 

jungles,* and who was recruiting his ·army. The feveral or

ders that had been fent by the Governor General to- the 

,~ommanding 9fficers, who were within a moderate difiance, 

to march to his affifi~nce, were either cut off by the enemy~ 

Of, from the fears of the melfengers, thefe orders were fecreted~ 
and were never heard of afterwards. One of the Hircarrahs,t 

however, reached Lieutenant P?lhil, then at Allahabad, who 

immediately marched with his' corps of three hundred and 
eighty men, and reached the oppofite {hore of Chunar on 

the 27th. In the mean time, a perfon in the fervice of 

• , Jungles, clofe woods. 

't Hircarrahs are fervants, 'ufed for carrying orders or mdTages to any diftance. 
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Cheyt Sing, at Iionpoor, oId:he river Goomty, had colleaed 
'a body of two thoufand llnaichlock men,< -an,d on~ hundtea 
'and fifty, horre, and had t'ak_~h 'pofi at a [mall ,fort caIled
Seket, on the oppofite fide of 'the river to Chunar. This 
man Lieutenant Polhil received orders to attack on'the fol
lowing m9rning, which order he 'executed with fuccefs: ~e 
drove the enemy, 'and took poffeffion of the fort, and fecuren 
'a confiderable quantity of grain. -T~is was a valuable ac
quifition ,to the party', for it was now found, from the tem
per of. the people and'the complexion of the times, that 
fcarcely as much grain. could )oe procured as would ferve the 
da,ily cOl!fumption of the garrifon. The, Rajah's force -at 

this time was faid to be ten lhoufand {hong, and his ofienfi
ble force was daily increafing .. 

MAJOR Popham's camp lay at two niiles difiante'frdm'the 
fort; and on ,the third of September he detached a party, 
under the command of Captain Blair, with an intention to 
break tip,a camp ,of the enemy which was formed under the 

/ 

walls of Pateeta, and which' was carried into -execution with 

great gallantry, though with confiderable 16fs. Pateeta'is a 
large _town, -(urrounded by a rampirt, and defended by a 

. fort. 

, -
THE news of the inJurreaion had fpre~d to a confiderabIe 

difiance, and -a. force was detached from Cawnp06r, and 
, , 

frOln Lucknow, to the affifian~e of the Governor Genera].-
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under Majors Crab an~ Roberts, the fira of which reached 
Chunar on the 1 alh of September, and the latter gentleman 
on the ~3th. Effeaive meafures wer.!! then taken to put annal 
period t6 the war:t by attacking vigoroufly both the fort of' 
Pateeta and that 6f Lutteefpoor, and both attacks happily 
fucceeded on the fame day, the "Rajah flying 'from Lutteefpoor 

J • 

to take fanauary in his {hong, hold of Bidjegur. I {bould 
have remarked, that .Pateeta lies .about four miles north of 
Chun~r, and Lutteefpoor ten miles beyond, in the fame direc ... 

tion: Bidjegur is fifty miles from Chunar. 

THE cruel and fanguinary difpofition of Cheyt Sing was 
manifefied, during. his refidence iQ Lutteefpoor, by an aaion 
of peculiar atrocity. Some wounded men who were taken 
ptifoner~ in the (:anip that was left ~t Mirzapoor, on the re
treat of -the ~roops after the lJnhappy affair of Captain
Mayaffer, had been conveyed to Lutteefpoor, where they 
were detained a~ prifoners. Upon hearing of the fuccefs of 
Captain Blair's party, the Rajah ordered the unhappy_ me-n 
to be hound and carried into the woods, and to be there 
JP.a{facred ,in cold blood. One poor creature only_ efcaped 
in . a v.ery mangled condition into, Chunar. ' 

TilE fort of Chunar is ~tuated on the 'Ganges, near 

tw;nty mi'~s above the city of Benares: it is built on a-ro.ck, 
_which is fortified all rounq by a wall, and towers at v~rious 
diRances. At that end overloQking the river is fhuated th~ 
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citadel,_ which has formerly been ·{hong. This fort is faid' to' 

be of the, highefi antiquity, and originally built by the Hin

doos. In the ,citadel there is' an altar" confining of a pl~in 
bldck marble nab, ,on which the tutelary deity of the place , 
is tradi,tionally at all times fuppofed ,to be feated, except 

from fun:rife until nine o'Clock in the morning, when he is 

at Benares, ?uring which time, from the, fuperflition of the 

Hindoos, attacks may be ma,de with a. profpea of fuccefs. 

In various parts of the fort there are old fculptures of the Hin

doo divinities, now nearly defaced by time. Tht;re are like
)Vi(e on the gates fome old Perfian- infcriptions, mentioning in 

w~~fe rei~, and by whom, the 'fort· was repaired and 
firengthened. 

THis has always been confidered as a poll of great .conre

quence upon the Ganges, from its inrulated fituation, pro

jeaing forwards to a confiderable extent, and being of Con

fiderable heighth. It was befieged by . the' EpglHh in the 

war carried on, during the years 1764 and 1165, againO: the 
Iate~ Nabob Suj~h ul Dowlah when he joined Meer comm, 

and was gallantly defended by its commandant, an Abyffinian 

in the fervice of that prince. 

THE firO: attempt of the EngI'ifh againft Chunar was un

fuccefsful; but afterwards, on the fall· of Allahabad, the 

commandant finding that the whole country- 'had fubmitted to 

.the ,EngliCh, and that his maller's affairs were 'defperate, 
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thought it needlefs to hold out any longer, and o~ t}1e 7th 

of February, 176 S, he furrendered the Fort to Major, now 
General Stibbert; it was afterwards reftored to the Nabob, 
when the peace was fettled wi?t that Prince; and in 1772, it 

was formally ceded by him to the Englifh Eaft India Company, 
in exchange for the Fort of Alliliabad. At this place is kept 
the magazine of ammunition and artillery for the Brigade at 

Cawnpore. 

DURING my fray at Chunar I made {everal drawings 

of the Fort, and one of Pateeta. As the war was, however, now 

concluded, except_obtaining po{feffion of Bidje~ (to_ which 
place Maj9r Popham proceedeq with his whole force}, the 
whole party returned with the Governor General, through 

Ramnagur, to .Benares, and arrived-there the 28th of Septem
ber; after which I had fufficient leifure and oppprtunity for 

my particular and profeffional purfuits. 
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C HAP. IV" 

De/criplion if Benares-Elegant Fafcade-Hindoo rfemples-Dij[erta .. 
tion on the Hindoo,· Moorijh, and Gothic Architetlure. 

, . 
THE city of Benares being the capital of a large difuiCl:, 

'a1ld·-particularly marked as· the feat or the Bramin learning, it 
tannot, but be confidered as an object of particular curiofity, 
more efpeciaIly; fince; the fame manners and cuftoms prevail 

\lmongft thefe people at ·thi~,day, ~s at the remotefi: period 
.that can be traced in hiftory ": and in no inftances of religious 

or civil'life have they admitted of any innovations fro~ fo

reigners. According to univerial report, this is -one of the 

nioft ancie~t Hindoo.cities; and if the accounts of their own 

antiqUity may be depended upon, it is, perhaps, the oldefi: in the 
.world ... Major Rennell, however, entertains a different opinion 

on this. fubjeCl:, from its not 'being mentioned by the Syrian 

'Embaffadors foon after the time of Alexander, and from its 

,being unnoticed by Pliny; and I hav~ too great it deference 
I , 

for ruch an authority, to b~ at all incli.p.ed to difpu~e it; what ... 

ever may be the claims to antiquity which are preferred in 

favour of this .city. 

IT certainly' is cUrious, and highty entertaining to an 
·inquifitive mind,. to a{foci~te with a people whore man-
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ners are more than three thorifand years old i and to obferve 

in them that attention aJ;ld J?91~£4.e~, kehaviour which ufually 

marks the moil: highly civllized ftafe ot fociety. 

THE diftance Df Benares· from. Calcutta, by the' neareft 
road, according to Major Rennell, is 460 miles; by water, 

-, 

that diftance;is_ g{eatly: j~creafed,.' This,rity Ancien~YJ nore: the 
na:me'of Kali, but~at what period it rece}veq, its 'ptefent nam~ 

the page of 'hillory is filent.. It is built on the borth fide, of 
the :river" which is- here yery broad, ,and the llailKs .or which 

are very' high: -: from .. ,the; water, its .:appeataIJce is- :ex~rcmely 
beautiful; the great variety 'of .the buildings" frrikes.the:eye; 

and>the whole .view is 'much improved: by innumerable iflights 

of frone fieps, which ,are' eIther . :entrn:Q~es into'. the. £~~ra1 
temples, ,'or to, the houfes. ·SeverallIindoo::tem.ples; greatly 

embelliili .the banks of the'rive:r:, arid are aU "afcended ,to, by . 
Gauts, or flights _of fteps. [uch- as l' have already uriticed. 
Many other public .and private :buildings p.offefs illfo ,c.onf~ 
derable magnificence.. Several of thefe I hav~ painted,., and 

'lome on i11atge {tale, fnch as ~I conceivea the fubjeets demanded. 

-Many buildings on the banks- of the river, which r engage 'the 
attention, and invite to further obfervation, prove, ,op a more 

minl!te inveftigatiog, to ~e only embankmentsf • to prevent ,tlie 
overflowing of the water from carrying away the banks at the 
Ie_afon 9f the'periodical rains, and for fpIXie time after,. when' 

.the river is high, and' ,the current fuong~, T)le moft confider;.. 
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able of; t.h:eft: embankments is called Gelfi Gaut; the fplendor 

ilUd elegance of which, as a building, I was induced to exa

mine, but found, upon afcending the large flight of fieps from 

the riv-er, nothing behind this beautiful fafcade bu~ the natural 

hank:. and on the top a pianted garden. In the centre Qf 
the building, over the river, is a kind of turret, raifed' and 

covered, for the puryofe of enjoying the frefunefs of the-even .. 

ing air; and, at the extreme· angles, two 'pavilions crowned 

with domes, whi'ch have the fame deftination. Moil: of thefe 

buildings have been erected by the charitable contributions of 

the wealthy, for the benefit of the public. 

NEARLY in the centre of the city is a confiderable Maho ... 

medan mofque, with ,two minarets: the height from the 
water to the top of the minarets is i 32 feet. This buiiding 

was raifed by that moil: intolerant and ambitious of human 

beings, the Emperor Aurungzebe, who deftroyed a mag .. 
nificent temple of the Hindoos on this,.fpot,. and built the pre. 

fent mofque, of the fame extent and height as. the building he 
defrroyed. 

THE ftreets in the city are'narrow, ~d not kept in fuch 

good ,order as I expected, from fome Hindoa villages I had 

before feen. T~le houfes are very high; I obferved fome In, 

which I counted five frories, each inhabited, by; different f'!IDi
lies. The more wealthy H~doos, however, liv~ in d~tached' 
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h6ufes, with open: courts, furrounded by a wall. 'The heat, in.. 
this _place, is -confidered as very great in the hot months; 
not only from its natural fituation~ but from the houfes being 
all built of free frone" as well as from the narrownels, of the 
·theets, which produce qoubie and treble refleCtions of the 
{un's rays: from the month of March, therefore, to the ufual 

fetting in of the ,rains in the latter end of June, its heat muft 
be intolerable. 

SURROUNDING the city are many ruins of buildings, the 
effeets of Mahomedan intolerance. One is a large circular 

edifice, having evidently been a Hindoo temple, or part of one j 

there are frill vefriges of fome of the ornaments; and- on one 
part I found the ·Grecian {crolL 

DURING ~y frudies at Benares, when I was making'draw
ings of fome Bramins, .and feveral-Other perfons who were en
tering and departing from a t~ple ~amed 'Vi~ Vis ilia, . my 
~ttention' was called to the building itfelf, and the more 1 
r~garded it, the more I was furprized to difcover ornam~nts 

upon it which were familiar to ;;yeyes •. I then determined 

to make.a !ketch of the whole, which I executed, as well as a 
more complete drawing of one of the columns; for on accu-

. . 
rately obferving the pUilding in all its parts, I found each 

column to contain the different ornarp.ents which wel'e found 

in the gther parts of the building. 
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, FOR the fatisfaaion. of-m.y readers a very careful engraving 

is 'annexed, wp,ich was executed from. the drawing made 

upon the {pot. 

IT is certainly curious to obfeive, moil: of the ornamental 

parts of Grecian, architeCl:ure appearing"in a building erected 

on the plains of-Hindoftan., 1 was.- indeed much ftntck with 
thjs circumftance, and led to reflect upop. it fo frequently, that 

I was at length tempted to commi! to :p~per a few thoughts on 

thefe different ftyles of architecture, which" in the form of a 
pamphlet upon the fubject, was accomp~nied by two large plates 

engraved from pictures, entitled, Piews if the Gate leading to tbe 
'Iomb if Aebar at Secundii, and the }.fa1ffoleum of the Emperor Shere 
Skah,at SijJeram. As the eifay ~ccompanying thefe plates was 

printed on a .rcale equal to the plates, and as I have flllce 
found that it could not on that account be'read with any con

venience ... I determined. to introduce the fuhfrance of it in this' 
place, as being, immediately co~a:ed with the 'fubject which 
is now before us, and I conceiveper(eCl:ly~calculated for a work 

profeifedly dedicated, in fome niea{ur~ to the hiftory ahd pro-
~ J 

grefs of the arts in India. 

As I am 'neither fufficientlY-CLualified,. nor willing to fort! 
myfelf in the unfathomable, and ~perhaps impenetrable dark

nefs of Eaftem antiquities, I fu~ not, (or the prefent~ fay any 

thing on the charaCl:eriftic d~fference of th~. original Hindoo~' 
/ . 

and the more. modem ftyle ,of Moorifh Architecture, in which: 



aIr the great monuments are conftrud:ed; but I fltall confine 

myfelf to a few loofe remarks on the" prototy-pes, ~r firft 
models of architeaur~, as far as it is an art both rof tafte and 

. 
tonvenle~ce( 

THA T- the Grecian ArchiteCl:ure comprizes all that is 

excellent in the,art, I cannot help ·confiderin~ as a dod:rin,e, 
which is in itfelf as err0t:leous and fervile, as in its confequences 
it is deftruaive of tevery hope of improvement. ArchiteCl:ure 
llndoubtedly fuould j and muil: be adapted, to all the climates 
and .countries which mankind inhabit, ,and is varioufly, m9r~ 

than ,any o~her art, influenced and modified by the nature of 
the climate and material~,- as welt'as by the habits and pur

fuits of the inhabitants. 

I HAVE not read Father Ladola's famous di1TertaHon on 

the abfurdity of the mifplaced and...unprincipled imi~ation 
of Greek architeaure; nor am I in" t!Ie, le~ft prejudiced againit 
its very eminent beauti~s and perfed:ions: but why fuould we 

admire it in an-exclufiv~ manner; or, blind to the. majefty, 
boldnefs, and magnificence of the Egyptian, FIindoo, Mooriili" 
and Gothic, as admirable wonders of architecture" unmerci

fully blame an~ d7fpife thep1, becaufe' they are more. vaiious 

in .their forms, and not reducible to the precife'rules of the 

Gree~ 'hut, prototype, .and column! .or: becaufe in {maIler 

parts~ _perhaps accidentally fimilar, . their ~roportions are dif
ferent from thofe to which We are becQme familiar by: h;tbit. 
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ALLOWING what mull: be allowed, that the Greek co .. 

lumns, as they are drawn and applied by genius, are the moft 
beautiful frone reprefentaiions of the wooden props or fupports 
of their original hut, and that in their general forms, and 
each fubordinate part, they are the ne plus ultra of fimplicity, 

ftrength, and- elegance, Ihall we precipitately determine, that 
the whole excellence of architecture depends on the column 
alone, or forget tha~ its great effect depends rather upon the 

great maffes and forms, and upon the fymmetry, ftrength, and 
conveniency l 

HOWEVER partial I muil: feel, from habit and education, to 
the Greeks, whofe free and unfettered genius, in a long feri~!S 

of aKes, improved the original hut of a woody country ~to 
the incomparable beauties of a marble temple or palace; yet I 

freely avow that this by no means prevents my ehtertaining 

a fimilar partiality for countries, where different models have 

beeri brought to an equal perfection. The forms of the firft 

habitations have differed, as the refpective countries, climates, 

and manners of the builders, and as the nature, abundance, 

or fcantinefs of materials have direfred. 

CAVERNS, deep, vallies, fhaggy over-hanging rocks, hollow 
trees, and the thick impenetrab!e foliage of the fordl, have 

been equally the natural retreat and occafional habitation of 

the wild beafts, and of 'men whom different accidents have 

left unacquaiJ.'lted with the comforts of fociety, ~xpofed to the 
k. 
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inclemencies of the feafons, or to the apprehenfion of dangers 
from animals of prey, or the no lefs dangerous enemies of 
their own fpecies. Men are neither born with tools to 
build with, nor can be fuppofed to have intuitively an innate 

idea of any particular form of habitation, fuch as bountiful 

nature has affigned to the beaver, the fwallow, or the bee j but 
man is born with a native fenfe of his wants, and with judg

ment and intellectual powers to improve his fituation by fuch 

means, as the country affords, and as the climate will fuggeft. 

THUS far I can venture to frate, not only from what I have 

read, but likewife by a ihonger conviCtion, from what I have 

feen in the various climates and parts of the world in which I 

have beheld mankind, in almoft every ftage of negative or 

pofitive civilization. 

THE hollow tree, and the thick foliage of the foreft, into 

which even Kings of Ithaca and Britain have .retired, 
are fitter for occafional than for permanent refidence. They 

appear evidently imitated in the wigwams of the torpid, 
wretched, nnfettled Pecherais on the frozen co aft of Terra del 

Fuego; of the equally independent, but not more fortunate 
New Hollanders, in a milder climate; and of the more civilized 

and fagacious hunting favages of North America. 

THESE wigwams, nearly the fame every where as to form, 

differ in various countries only in the nature of the materials 
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inclemencies of the feaIons, or to'the apprehenfion of dangers 
from animals of prey, or the "no lefs dangerous enemies of 
their own {pecies. Men are neither born with tools to 
build with, nor can be fuppofed to have intuitively an innate 
idea of any ,particular form of habitation, fuch as bountiful 

nature has affigned to the beaver, the fwallow, or the bee j but 
man is born with a native fenfe o( his wants, and with judg-

• 
ment and in~elleCl:ual powers to improve his fituation by fuch 
means, as th~ country affords, and as the climate will fuggeft. 

THUS far I can venture to frate, not only fro~ what I' have 

read, but likewife by a ftronger conviCtion, from what I have 

feen in the various climates and parts of the world in which I 
have beheld mankind, in. almoft every fiage, of negative or 

pofitive civiliz3e.tion. 

THE h~llow tree, and the thick -foliage of the foreft, into 
• 

which even Kings of. Ithaca and Britain haye .retired, 
\ . 

are fitter for occafional than for permanent refidence. They 

appear evidently imitated in the wigwams of the torpid, 
wretched, unfettIed Pecherais on the frozen coaft of Terra del 

Fuego; of the equally independent, but not more fortunate 
New 'Hollanders, ill a milder climate; and of the more civilized 

and fagacious hunting favages of North America •. 

THESE wigwams, nearly the fame every where as to form~ 
differ i~ various countries only in the nature of the materialS 
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they are built with, fuch as the boughs of trees, fhrubs, 
creeping plants, -reeds, fods, and grafs. Now, if any of thefe 

wandering families of hunters and fifhermen fuould become 

ftationary, or form into larger focieties, they would foon be 

difpofed to- give to their habitations as much durability and 
conveniency as their climates, materials, and manner of life 
would adniit of; nor is it probable they would lofe fight of 

their prototype, the wigwam, or materially'deviate from it in 
the. external form of their more capacious erection. For 
conftah~ refidence, thefe would be improved into the various 
thatches and huts which I have feen in the South Sea l{lands, 

and wglch the Negroes on the Coaft 'of Guinea, and the 
Hottentots, inhabit; high and low, circular or fquare, open 

at all fides, inclofed with palifades, matting, or wicker-work 
hurdles, lattice, -or mud walls. They will raife them -on piles 
above the gr9und, and, as it were, fufpend them in-the air, 
in coup.tries where the dampnefs of the foil, or fudden inun

dations, would endanger their lives and property; as on the 
banks of the Maran~on, or Oroonoko, in Guiana, and in the 
inland parts of Surinam: they- will keep them low, and, as it 
were, fink them under ground, in cold climates, where heavy 
plafts of wind and fnow tea~h them fuch methods of Jelf
defence. Wandering nations, of herdfmen, - fiiliermeo, 
and warriors, fuch as the Arabs, Calmucks, Monguls, Toli ... 

quefees, Tartars, Efquimeaux, Greenlanders, Laplanders, 
Satnojedes, and Oftiacks, .find in the fkins of their cattle, of 

-k2 
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,their flocKs, and of their fillies, materials; and in their 

camels, harfes, bullocks, and fifuing boats, conveyan~es of 

portable huts, and imitations of their original wigwams, huts 
and tents, which in fuape will differ more or lefs, according to 
the different materjals they are" made of. We find them of 
feal and rein deer fkins in the. north, of hides, felt, or matting; 

in Arabia or Tartary, in the form of cones, with fquare roofs • 
• 

a:nd open or fuut at the fides. 

THE different habitations will retain more or lefs of their 
ptimitiv~ form in proportion as the different bu~lders remain

independent and unmixed, unconnea:ed~ and in the ~ame ftate 
and culture; and as habit, reconciles the human mind to 

almoft every thing, each of thefe nations or tribes will re .. 

gard their primitive habitations with the fame eye of partiality 
as they are prejudiced in favour of their refpeCtive---eountries j 

but when encreafing opulence, ambition, or fuccefsful op .. 
preffion, create artificial wants, ~d the-great look for more 
convenience and diftinCtion, the national primitive ht;lt OJ; tent 

will be enl~geci, and embellifued vyith what is c;oftlyamong 

them. When emigrations to foreign countries take place, 
their prototype will follow the cQlonift, and -genius will at 

laft ftretch and illJ-\,rove it tQ, the laft degree of perfection of 
which it is capable. What this is~ or may be, in architecture, 

we fee with admiration exemplified in the .old Greek and 

Roman architecture, which is the thatched wooden hut, meta .. 
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morphofed ~y genius into a marbl~ edifice, and yet expreffing 
its original parts in fu~h proportions as ace conftftent with 

the nature C?f ftone and marble. Agreeably to the fame prin

ciple, the moll: elegant Chinefe buildings are evidently imita
tions of the tent made of bamboo, where il:rength and fiendel' 

tapering form admit of higher proportions and wider interco
lumniations, and muft, of courfe, make the Greek marble 

column and its narrow inter~olumniation appear heavy in 
co~parifon with the Cqinefe. The Chinefe idea of the beau
ties of their architeaure mull: differ from that of the Greeks, 
and the Greek rule of architectural beauty cannot reafonably 
be applied to ~he principle and materials of Chinefe buildings. 
How far all the above prototypes of buildings are improve .. 
able, muft be left to the future, exertions of genil1~-

THE oblong and tapering huts of the people of Eafter Hland' 
in the Southern Ocean, are hardly improveable in that country, 
which is almoft deftitute of timber. An 'aCtive people, fuch-as 
its former in4abitants feem to have been, might, in9-eed, 
imitate them in ftone; but would thefe huts fuggell: any idea 
but that of ribbed o~long arches, tapering on every fide? 
Even the fimple wigwam will, under the influence of fortu
nate c:ireumftances, be adorned by genius with all the pomp 
of Flora; the ,rofe, the vine,_ the honey-fuckle, and the gourd; 

will be entwined ~ they will be formed into coo~ and iliady 
howers, like thofe which the glowing imagination of Miltoll 

affigned to our firft parents in the Garden of Ede~~ 
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THE cavern and grot.to, ~y nature ,fitted-for the rafe retreat 

and habitation of man, has in itfelf many advantages; in par
ti~ular, a folidity and durability, -which art haS" never been 

.able fuccefsfully to imitate! its impenetrable fides and exter
nal form are the mountaln itfelf. 

, 
WHEN airy, fpacio~s, and lofty within, on a -rifing ground~ 

commanding an ,extenfive profpect and a fpring, <:'11: the 
banks of rivers, or in the cliffs on the fea fhore, how defirable 
in a burning climate; impenetrable-to wind' and weather, how 
acceptable in cold climates, which are deprived of timber ~ 
Let us have a nearer view of its ,gloomy receffes .. 

TilEY are indifcriminately found in every climate; but in 
mountainous countri_es only, in which, ~s the Swifs philofo

phers tell us, wit,h a particular complacency to themfelves, 

fagacity fooner ripens into genius, and in _which. the materials 
for building- artificial mountains and caves are obvious at 

every itep. Violence and fuperior force would foon ,"~ake pof
feffion of thof~ which are fitteft for }:l.abitation and fafety. 

The bones and remains of the largeft and fierceft wild beafts, 
fuch as the elephan.t, rhinoceros, lion, tiger, bear, and wolf~ 

formerly the lords of the wildernefs, are ftill~ fO\lnd iIi many 

of them, and conffitute fo many proofs of their exclufive pof ... 
reffion. Is it to be wondered at, that the ftouteft, fierceft, 

and craftieft, amongft the lords of the whole creation, fhould 

alfo have laid hold and kept funilar poffeffion of them from 
the remoteft antiquity? ' 
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A GOOD cavern was then a fuperb palace; under certain 
circum.frances it is fo .frill. If thefe great men, or .. ufurpers,. 

became aft~wards opjeCl:~ of fuper.fritious adoration, or if 
they have themfelves been the ftamers of 'any fyftem of fuper ... 
.frition, then we £hall no longer be 'at a lofs to account for the 

almoft univerfal tradition which characterifes rocks and ca~ 

vernsas the haunts and facred habitations of the Gods; and 

in confequence of which the form and gloom of fuch. caverns 
have been univerfally imitated 'in the oldeft temples. Their 
external form and appearance is. the {piry rock, the towering 
cliff, and the mountain in its immenfe extent: How various! .. 
how grand!' Their inner form!l their breaks, and ma{fes~ how 
infinitely more various, grand, and majeftic, than any thing 
which the poor wigwa~, and its- moft ingenious imitations, can 
fuggeft or boaft of, which; compared to them, dwindle into no ... 
thing; their wo.n4erful varieg, their fhape, their ftruCl:urej 
combmation of parts, and natural ornaments, depend partly 
on the difference of the caufes and circumft~nces under which 

they have been formed, and on the natUre of the mountains in 
which they are. founde" The Granite, which forms the higheft 
maifes of the oldeft mountains, affed:s particular form~ and 
difplays' a mixture of parts, which are either not found, or are 

le~s' difce~nible in other rocks, {uch" as glittering or gold .. 
colqured mica,. chryftal, and a more Of lefs hardened hafis, in 

whic~.Jhefe are wrapped up and confined. It is (ound, evi

dently fb::~tified, in uncouth be~s of immenfe extent, varioufly 



7~' TRAVELS IN 

inclined, which furnHhes fotid maffes of almoft every fize- and 

dimenfiQn. 

THE large£l: obelitks of Egypt have been hewn o11t of 

them. When lhattered or broken by the irrefiftible· -fhock of 

earthquakes,. the impetuofity ot torrents, when worn oy the
current of rivers, or corroded or mouldered by the flower 
action of froft, . wind, and weather, the horrid' cru1h and 
downfall. of moup.tains prefents. the granite blocks and firata' 

in their rude unwieldy immenfity, wildly piled' upon each 

other, fo as to form, accidentally, huts abd caveJ11s beneath. 
In the fame manner, they appear naked- and laid bare on ,the 
weather-beaten tops and prominences of the higheft mountains. 

THE fi{fures' and divifions of the niaffes appear in variou~ 

directions, agreeably to the force which has aCted upon them;· 
and in fome cafes they are. wonderfully equipoifed' and, 

balanced upon each other. 

I' nAVE. been informed. by an ingenious and learne& 

friend of mine, well acquainted with the natural hiftol'}t 

of Cornwall, that we need npt go' to Upper Egypt or

the Alps for the ftudy of granite mountains; the whole 

fauth-wefterly end' of this ifland, beginning at Dartmoor ill' 
Devoniliire, and extending through the whole county of 
Cornwall" to the remoteft cliffs and rocks of the Scilly Iflands,. 
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is more Qr lefs ,a mars of granite~, ahnoQ: every wl;1ere inter. 
feaed by metallic veins; that this chiefly appe~rs in St. Mi. 
chael's Mount; in M~unt's Bay, on the fouth coaft; that 
fome metallic veins or lodes, in the high towering cliffs on 
the north co aft, corroded and decompored by the furious - . , 

battering of the fea, have left ftupendous cavetns and exca-
vations, of which he mentions one in Wicka Cove, between 
St .. Ives and St. Juft, as particularly grand, and worthy the 
infpeaion of the artin, as well as of the natural hiftorian. 

IN calcareous, tno{Uy firatified mountains, ca.verns are tnore 
various and common: befides the accidental caves ptoduced 
by the giving way and tumbling down of mountainous 
inafTes, and. the decompofition of ~etal1ic and other lodes, 
more extenfive and lingular excavations are found in them~ 
evide~t~y produced by.earthquaKes, or by the decompofition 
of parts of tl1e rocky mafTesi or of the nratified rock faIt. 
which they furrounded and covered. Such are, I am informed, 
among many- others, the caverns near Chudleigh and Ply. 
mouth, in Devonfhire,' and thofe whIch are fo juftly fa
mous near CaRleton and Buxton, in Derbyfhire. In thefe 
IaR we behold the undeniable prototype of the lofty femi .. 
circular dome, and of the arched vault, ~r which the hut of 
the Grecians could not fuggeft the idea. I 'defcribe them, 

, I 

from the accurate obfervatiolls of the aoove mentioned inge .. 
nious gentleman, as wonderfully regular, and as large coni. 
cal excavations in the roqf of th~fe caverns, which e~ami~ed 

1 
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by the light 9f torches appeared to. refemble Io many femi:" 
cir~ular or parabolical cupolas, or, to ufe a lefs dignified 
comparifon, fo many immenfe bells. The caverns in: calca ... 
reous, or more modern adventitious moun~ains, {hew in 1heir 
walls, befides the texture and frratification, petrified marine, 
or other bodies, which are never found in granite or fimilar· 
filicious frones; a' wonderful variety of,glittering fpar cryfials; 

, , 

and, in particular, incrufiations of fnow .. white fpar or fia .. 
- . 

laaite~ which ,either forni undulated hangings on their fides, 
or icicles 'dripping from their roofs in the {bap~ of columns, 
pillars, &c. Thefe are the peculiar glories and f~atures 6f 
the' grotto of Antiparos. I pafs over the caverns in {late 'and . 
the loofer grit-fione, to dwell one infiant longer :on thofe 
which are produced by volcanic eruptions, and; chiefly by 
the -contraaion of .cooling Javas.. They totally differ in 
form ~nd features from the preceding: the forms whichthefe 
aifume will refemble the apertures and bubbles which are 
found in other fcoria. Some of them which ~re found in 
Iceland will hold numerous flocks of {beep; they are {pread 
hundreds of fathoms in various branches under ground, and 
have ferved formerly as {hong holds and habitations. _ to ,the 

rufiic heroes and 'Y~rriors, whofe 'names are highly 'celebrated 
in the traditional hinory and fongs of that' country" Fingal's 
famous and magnificent grotto is a large firatum of colum..: 
nar bafaltes, jn the ine of Staffa,' though -probably it never 
was fit for habitation, 'and fiill lefs what, fome philo~ophers 
have fuppofed it to be, th~ prototype of the colu.mn. That 
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caverns in the loofer chalk, grit-none, and beds of hardened 
volcanic allies, or tufa, are exceedingly improveable; and 
that ·caverns have been inhabited. and vario\lfly improved, is" 
1 think. undeniably evident, from what we fee and read in 
the monuments and antiquities of every pa~ of the world, 
and particularly from the immenfe excavated works in the 
iflarid of Salfett, on the coaft of Malabar, and many others. 

THE eafy talk of fpedfic hinorical proof I mull leave to 
others; and requeft my readers juft to confider, that when 
enlarged and improved natural caverns in rocks and moun
tains became infufficient to the increafing numbers of men 
and families, their improvement and enlargement, what
ever it might have been, mull naturally bring on imitations 
of their forms, by artificial excavations of rocks, or ~rtificial 
grottos, caverns, and cat~combs, by the -pi,ling up of Ioofe 
and moveable natural llo;nes; and, Iallly, by the compofi~ 
tion of brick, or other artificial imitations of natural nones:, 
which of courre would produce walls, huts, and houfes of 
,fione,. mud~ or brick, and nearly of the fame form. 

ONE natural infer.ence may and ought ,tQ be drawn from 
what has been faid, that the feveral fpecies of Rone build .. 
ings," 'which have been brought more or Iefs to perfeaion~ 
(I mean the 'E:gypt~an, Hindoo, 'Moorilh, and Gothic archi .. 
teaure) inRead of being copie& of .each other, are, aaualfy 
and effentially the fame; ,the fpontan~ous produce of-geniu§ 
in different countries; the lleceffary efreas of fimiI~r neceffity 

1 2. 
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and materials; older and y~ut;1ger brothers and fiRers of 
the fame family, co~ce;:ved, brought up~ an~ bred ,to more 

or lefs grandeur, . elegance and perfeflion, in the Egyptian, 

Hindoo, and other artificial grpttos and ~averns. The FY" . 
ramid, the obelifk" tl}.e ,fpire fieeple and minaret, are evident. 

ly bold, ftupendous im~tations of the romllntic forms: of 
fpiry, tow~ring' rocks, which .the imitators of humble huts 

never prefumed to a\tempt. The flat roof hundred pillared 

Egrptian temple, the Indian pagoda" and choultry, are' as 

evident copies of the 'num"erous . caverns, cool grottos" and 

excavations in the rocky banks of the Nile in Upper Egypt, 

al:ld. in die Hland of Elephanta and Salfet/ near BombaYl 

Gloom and darknefs are common a~d, defirable to both; for 

Fancy 'works ben when involved- in the 'veil o( obfcurity~ 

The arched vault arid lofty dome was 'Dot fuggefted to the 

Egyptians and olden Hindoos by the grottO' and facred 

caverns in granite mountains; they are the natutal forms of 
other caverns, and in particular the boan; the flrength, and 

glory of more ~odern Moorifh aqd Gothic temples. If the 

fingle or grouped pillars, in many of the props.' and 

fupports of artificial cavems~ !bould appear heavy, they 

mull. be regarded as having been originally props to mOun- . 
tains;, al;ld fuch 'would be retained in: common ufe, till 
¢xperience found out eafier and more pleafing proportions; 

and till afpiring genius, at the fight of airy and loftY.cavernS, 

dared to give' them lightnefs.f and, all the fancif~l forms and 
graces or ~he . Gathic {lyle. 
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SiJCH are my fentiments on the odgin of thefe different 

modes of architeaure. The Grecian. confelfedly was rug-. 
gelled by the primitive form of a rural hut in a champaign 
woody"'country; and the ·Oriental and Gothic I conceive has 
derived its form and its ornaments from thofe futprizing ex
cavations which are found i~ rocky and mountainous ,re .. 
gio~s. In Ind.ia thefe heterogeneous fpecies of building are 
feldom found combined; and I mention the inftance which , . 
gave rife to this difcuffion as very fingular indeed. By what 
means this unnatural union has takt;n place it is impoffible 
to determine; and conjeCiure would only lead us aRray from 
th~ object of there pages, which is a narrative and defcrip
tion of faas. 
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C HAP. V. 

Cere'f!UJ"!-Y of Widows devo#ng themfllves on the Funeral Pile 

of their Hufbands-Minute DeJcription of the Performance 

of that horrid Sacrifice-:Journry to Bidjegur-DeJcrip

tion l!f the Fort, ~c~-Arrival at Bauglepoor-The Author 

accompanies Mr. Cleveland through a Part of his DijiriEl 

-:-Excellent Condull of Mr. Cleveland in civilizing the 

Mountaineers-Curious ~acriJice. 

W llILE I was purfuing my profeffional labours in l:le
nares, I, received info~mation of a ceremony which :was to 
take- place on the banks of the river, and which greatly ex
cited my curiofity~ I hail often read and repeatedly heard 
of that moll horrid cullom amongll, perhaps~ the mon 
mild and gentle of the hlJman race, the Hindoos; the facri .. 
~ce of the wife on the death of the huIband, and that by a" 

means from which nature feems to {brink with the utmoll 
abhorrence, by burning. Many inIlances of this pra~lice 

have been given by travellers;- thof~ whom.·I have f!let with 
only mention it as taking place 'among the hi~hell claffes of 
fociety, whofe vanity l,lnited with fuperllitious prejudices 

, , 

migh~ have diRated the circumftance; and I confers I. could 
not ·et;ltertain any oth~_r ideas, when I obferved' the ~heatricaI 
parade that feemed to attend it. Mr. Holwell, in his eu .. 
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rious work entitled Hillorical Events relative to India, thus 
accounts for this more than inhuman pra8:i<;e: "At the de .. 
mife of the mortal part of/the Ilimi90 great law-giver and 
prophet, Bramah, his wives, inconfolable for his lors, re
foIved not to furvive him, and offered themrelves voluntary 
viaims on hi& funeral pile. The wives of the chief Rajahs, 
the fira officers 'of the Rate, "being un~illing to ha,ve it 
thought lhat they were deficient in fidelity and affe~lion, 

followed the 'heroic example fet them by the wives of Bra • 
• 

mah. 'the ,Braminss a tribe then newly eflablifhed by 
their great legiflator, prono1Jnced and declared,. that the 
fp.iri.ts of thore .heroines immediately ceared from their. 
tranfmigrationS, and had entered the lidl boboon of purifi
cation: it follo'wed, ,tha~, their wives claimed a right: of 
making the fame facrifice of their mortal fo~ms 'to God, ~and 
the maries: of their deceafed, hufbands.. The wives of every 
,Hindoo 'Caught .th~ cnthufiafiic (now pi,ous) flame. ThuS' 
the heroic aCl:s of a few women brought abO.ut a general 

"'-

cuRom. The Bramins. had given "it the fiamp of religion, 
and inflittited'the forms and ceremonials, that were to-accom", 

pany the facrifice, fubje.& to refiri8:ion, which-leave it 11 ~o"" 

h:tntary a~ of glory ~ piety, -and fortitude." The' author 
proceeds, to Hate eiprefsly, that he -has been ptefent at many 

of thef~ facrifices, aml particularly and minutely re~ords one 

that haPP7ned. on ~he 4th ~f February, 1742-3, near to 
C?ffimbtizar, of a young -widow between' feventeen and 
eighteen years of 'age, leaving at fo early an age three chil-
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dren, two boys and a girl; the ,elden. he mentions as not 
then 'being four years of age. This infatuated heroine was 

firo~gIr urged to live, for the future care. of her infants ~ 
but ,notwithfianding this, though the agonies of death were 
painted to her in tl?-e firongefi and mon lively terms, £he, 
with a 'caIm and refolved countenance, put her finger into 
the fire, and heJd it 'there a· confiderabIe time; £he then with . 

• 
one hand put fire in the palm of the other, fprinkled in .. 
ceilfe on it, and fumigated the Bramins. She was then 
given to_ underfiand, by fome 'of her friends, that {be would 
not be p~rmitted to Durn herfelf, and this intimation ap
peared to give her deep aHliaion for a few moments; after 
which £he refoluteIy replied, that death was in her own 
power, and ~hat if {be was not allowed to burn, according 
to the principles. of her caR, file would fiarve herfelf. Her 
friends,finding her thus peremptory,were obliged at lall to con
rent to the-dreadful facrifice of this lady J who was of high rank. 

The perron whom I faw was of the Bhyfe ( merchant) 
tribe or can:; a clafs of people we {bould naturally fup ... 
pofe exempt from the high amI impetuous pride of rank, 
and in whom the natural·defire to preferve life {bould in ge
nera} predominate, undiverted from Its proper c,?urfe by a 
profpea of pofihumous fame. I m~y add, that thefe mo
tives are greatly ftrengthened by the exemption, of this cIafs 
from that infamy with' which the refufal is inevitably branded 
.in their fuperiors. Upon my repairing to the fpot, on the 
banks of the river~ where the ceremony was to take place, I( 

m. 
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found the body of the man on. a bier, and covered with 
linen, already brought down and laid at. the edge of the 

river. At this .ti,me, about ten in. the morning, only a few 

people were aIfembled, who appeared deRitute of feeling 

.at the cataRrophe that was to take pl~ce; I may,even fay 

that they difplayed the moR perrea ap~thy and indifferen~e. 
After waiting a confideral>le time the wife appeared, attended 

by ~he Bramins, and D;lufic, with fome few relations. The 

proceffion was flow and folemn; the viCtim. moved with a 
.Ready and, firm fiep; and, apparently .with a perfeB: com

pbfure of countenance, approached clofe to th~ body of 

her 'hulband, where for fome time they· halted. Spe then 
I 

.addreIfed ,thofe who were near her with compofure, -,and 

without the leaR trepidation of voice or change of counte .. 

nance. She held in her left hand a cocoa nut" in which -was 

a red colour mixed up, and dipping i~ it the fore-finger of 

.her right hand -llie marked thofe near her, to whom £he 

wiilied to {hew the laft act of attention. ' As at this time I 

fl~od c1ofe'to_h~r, {he obferved me attentively, .and with the 

.colour marked me on the foreh~ad.. She mig~t be about 
twenty-four or five years of ag~, a time of ,life when the 

bloom o( beauty has generally fled the cheek in India; but , 
_ frill {he 'preferved a fufficient- {hare to prove that !he mull 

have been handfome: her figure was {mall, ,but .elegantly 

turned; and the fortn of her hands and arms was particular1y 

bea~tifuI. Her .drefs was a looferobe 9fwhite flowing drapery, 

that ,extended from her head to the feet. '- The place of 
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facrifice was higher up on the bank of the river, a hundred 

yard~ or more from the {pot where we now flood. The 

pile was compofed of dried branche~" leaves, and ruThes, 

with a door on one fide, and arched and covered on the 

top: by the fide of the door flood a man with a lighted 

brand. From the t.ime the woman appeared to· the taking . 
up of the b09Y to convey it into the 'pile, might occupy a 

fpace of half an hour, which was employed in prayer 

with the Bramins, in attentions to thofe who· flood near 

her, and converfation with her relations. When the body 

was taken up {he followed clofe to it, attended by the 

chief Bramin; and when it was depofited in the pile, {he 

bowen to all around her, and entered without fpeaking. 

The moment {he entered, the door was elofed; the fire was 

pu~ to the combuffibles, which infiantly flamed, and immenfe 

quan~ities of dried wood and other matters ~ere thrown 

upon it. ~hiS' laft part of the ceremony was accompanied 

with the {houts of the multitude, who how became nume~ 

rous, and the wh,oIe feemed a mafs of "confufed rejoicing)' 

For my part I felt myfelf aauated by very different fenti-:

ments: the' event that- I had been witnefs ,to was fuch, that 

the minuteH: ,circumfiance attending it could not be erafed 

from my memory; and when the melaq.choly which ,had 

overwhelmed me was fomewhat abated, I made a drawing of 

the fubjeEi, and' from a piaure fince painted the annexed 

plate was ,engraved. 

m 2 
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IN other parts of India, as the Carnatic, this dreadful 

cullom is accompanied in the execution of it with tliltgreater: 

horror. It is a{ferted, that they dig a pit, 'in which is 'de

pofited a large quantity of c()m~ufiible ,matter, which is ret 

on fire, ana the body being let down, the viaim throws 

herfelf into the flaming mafs. In other places, a pile is raired 

extremely high,' and the body with the w.ife is' placed upon 
it, and then the whole is fet on fire. Whatever is the means, 

reafon and nature fo "revolt at the ideC4 that, were it not a 
wen ,known and. well authenticat~d circumfhtnce, it would 

hardly obtain ctedit. In uutn, I cannoJ' but confelS, that 
fom~ degree of incredulity was mingled :with curiofity on' 
this occafion., and the defire of afcertaining fo extr~ordinary 
a faa was ~y 'gr~atefi: inducement to be a fpeaator • 

. 
THE war which had commenceq in this province in Au .. 

guR was not ;compleatly finHhe4' by the month of Oaober, 

although the Rajah had left the country, and joined the army 

of the Mahr~ttas bnder Madajee Scindict The firong 

fottrefs of ,Bidj~gut yet held 'out againft 'the, tto~ps com ... 

inan~ed by Major Popham; and I was happy to receive the 

commaQds of Mr. Hafi.ings- to proceed, to Bidjeg,ur ~o make 

drawin8,'s of that, ,arid of the fort of Lutteefpoor 011 the 
road . 

. APTER ,paffing the open count~y, (the cultivation of, 

which had fp£fered but iq 'a [mali degree from the recent 
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difiurbances} the tra.veller enters the Jungles or woods, 
which furrouild the fort of Lutteefpoor. The woods -are 
chiefly compofed of Bamboos, which come clore to .the walls 
of the fort, 'and are fo very thick as in fame parts to be im
penetrable. The fort is built of fione, with the walls flanked 
with r9und .towers, and is in a ruinous Hate.. Two miles 
from the fort is a high and difficult rocky pars, at the top of 
which the country, continues level and 'flat, until nearly 
within three or f<?ur miles of Bidjegur, when it finks, and 
there appears a mtturaI forre fu~ou.nding the extremity of the 
mountain, ~nd the-view is terminated i~ a low fwampy country, 
which, in: the time of the ra~ns, is overflowed. Between 
Lutteefpoor and Bidjegur are confiderable -woods, intermixed 
with cultivated ground, and a few villages. Bidjegur is fifty 
miles from Ben~lfes, and the fort is feated on the top of a 
high mountain, covered from its bafe to its fummit with 
wood. This is the Jan of a long range of mountains, which, 
at this place, rudely decline to the plain. Here I enjoyed 
an opportunity which falls to the lot of but few profeffion~l 
men in my line; I mean that of 'obferving the military ope
rations. of a fiege. The camp was formed nearly four miles 
from the fort: there was, however, a rock about the heighth 
of the top of the mountains, and within gun {hot, command
ing one face of th~ ,fort,: which was (quare. From this Ra
tion the .walls were' battered; and, after a praaicable brea~h 
was made, ~he garrifon thought fit to furrender. lit the' gar .. 

riron were found the mother and other f~male relatives of 
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Cheyt Sing, 'to whom every delicate attention was paid. A 
View ,of Bidjegur, taken on the fpot, is fubjoined. 

-

So ON -after Bidjegur was biken, 'preparation,s were made 
for the departure of the party attending the Governor Gene
ral; 'and towards the end 'of December we failed, and arrived 

at 1:3auglepoor early in January, 1782; As at this place it 
was my intention to remain for fome time, I took my leave 

for the Erefent of the g~ntlemen atten.ding ,the Governor Ge
neral, who, in the'fpace of ,two months out of the fix fince 

.we had l~ft Calcutta" baa been "witnefs. to a revolt that had, 
near,iy' firaken ,the B~iti{h' power in'1ndia to its bafe; but, > by 

th'e vigotous .exertiri~s"of the officers, fecohded by' the.col:l'l" 

'rage and p~rreveran~e 6f tn~ :trdops, und~r a weU:reguJated 
pla~· for the :recovery of. the P9wer of the 'EaR .Ip.dia Com ... 
'pany, ey.ery thing terminated iQ.~a, manner that <ferved t6 . ~ 

imprefs :the .powers' then ,al waiJvith the.Englilh with the moft 

for~idaDle opinion ~f the vigour and erie~gy of :the Britifu 
goverriinent.. The .~'onduEt,and'gal1aptry ofh~th. officers ~nd 
~roop~, ,in' the -hour' .pf i~elr.. utmon difirers, we!e .not imo:' 

:probably a means of facjlitating ~ the permanent 'peate with 
--- ~ ,,' " ~ ... 

the Mahratta powers, and particularly with,Madajee Scindia, 
which immediately followed. 

SOON after th,e departure of th~ gentlemen~ about the 
end 'of January, Mr. Cleveland propofed 'to m~ to accom .. 
pany him through a part of the difiria into .the hills,. to 
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which I readily acceded; and early in February we fet out on a 

tour through a part of the country called the Jungle Terry, to 

the weflward of Bauglepoor. This interior part of the coun

try confifis of much wood, intermixed with cultivated 

ground, and many villages, chiefly inhabited by huIband. 

men. Among others, I could not but notice the village of 

Barkope, adjacent to which are many hills, rifing almofi to 

the confequence of mountains, and everyone of them is in

fulated by the plain country. The appearance of this part 

of the country is very fingulars having immenfe maffes of 

fione piled one on another; from the interflices of which are 

very large timber trees growing out, in fome places over

fhadowing the whole of the rocks: the trees are of various 

kinds. In many of thefe rocks I found the teek, a timber 

remarkable for its hardnefs and fize; and this accompanied 

with the mango, no lefs remarkable for its foftnefs, and 

which produces the fine fruit of that name. The tamarind 

and other trees are alfo produced here. On fome of the 

highefi of thefe hills I obferved durgaws, or burial places, 

with little chapels annexed, belonging to the Muffulrnans. 

IN the courfe of our journey Mr. Cleveland received an 

invitation from fome principal hill chiefs, to the ceremony 

of an annual facrifice, which he accepted; and after the 

bufinefs was executed which brought him into this part of 

his difiriB, we proceeded to the village on the mountain 

where the ceremony was to take place. The people from 
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whom Mr. Cleveland had received the invitation refide in 

a range of hills which lie to the routh and to the 'fefiward . 

of Bauglepoor, extending fouth to the back of Rajemahel. 

It has been conjeaured by rome (~ow w~ll founded I know 
1).ot) that this, people are the aqoriginal natives of the coun

trio They have mannets certainly differ~nt from 'the Hin

doos, being neither divided into caUs nor tribes, and eating 

of every fpedes of provifion which the followers ,of Bramah 

cannot, as they are limited in this article according to their 

caG. As it is extremely difficul~ to decide on the claims of 

different tribes to antiquity, J co~ld not help fufpeEling' t~at 
thef~ may have been formerly no other than the outcafis 

fr~m the Hindoos; who forming themfelves into a tociety in 

the receffes of the country, and pofiing- themfelves in the 

m,?re mountai1).ous parts. to prevent being furprized, occa· 

fionally iffued to commit depredations on the defem;elefs 

people in the- plains. On this accoUnt, indeed, they became 

fo formidable" that the Hindoo, Moorifh, and afterwards 

the Englifh governmen,ts, have at all times .been under the 

neceffity of fiatfoning troops, to' check their ~nroads. Like 

thore of all other. favages, their incurfions have been merely 

predatory, and what they feize i~ by furprize. They gene

rally entered the villages at night,. a~dJ murd~ring the hur. 
bandmen, drove off the cattle, and then fecured themfelves in 
their fortreff~s in the hills. As they wef(~ only armed with 

bows and arrows and a fabre" they were unable either to 

.attack or to withfiand regular troops with fire arms. By. 
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lying in wait like a tyger in the woods, they frequently cut off 
·the traveller or ftragglers, and from parties which had beep.fent. 
to cha$fe them-nor could they, at any time~ be induced to. 

reform from their horrid praCtices, by the moft vigorous 
exertions of the military againft them, until. the time Mr. 
Cleveland was placed at the head of the diftriCt, whore judg
ment fuggefted a plan, which a' {hort time afterwards' was 
~arried into effeCt with the happieft fuccefs. 

IT was the humanity of that gentleman, added to the 
defire of improving the revenue of this part of his diftrict 
for the Company's benefit, that induced him to venture 
into the hilJs, alone and unarmed, where he convened fome 
of the principal Chiefs; and after the fulleft affurance of 
his moft peaceable intentions and good-will towards them,c 
he invited them -to viiit him at his refidence at Bauglepoor. '. 
The confidence which he manifefted in their honour, hy 
truft~g to it for his. perfonal fafety, effecl:ually gained their 
efteem, ~d fome time after a deputation of their Chiefs waited 
on him. By a variety _of attentions, by little· prefents, and 
aCts of perfonal kindnefs, he fo fubdued their ferocious fpirits, 
that th~y promifed to ~e£¥l:. entirely fro~ thei~ ufual depre

dations; and returning t~ their families anp their people, the 
'whole body became earneft to b~ perfonally introduced to 
this humane and benevolent ftranger. Mr. Clevelanq had 'by 

this time dige~ed his plan, which he b~ought forwards ~~ 
degrees, arid whatever he propofed they inftantly agreed to~ 

n 
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He fent prefents. to their wives, and ~wherever he faw he cardred 

:their children, decorating them with beads i_and to their Cwefs 

'he prefented medals, as a mark of his friend~ip, and as a re

ward for their improving civilization. At length, when he found 
them pr~pared fQ.r the accomplHhment of his plan, he ordered 

doaths to be made, like thore of the Seapoys in the Company's 

fervice for a few;- he furnifued them with fire1ocks, and t~ey 
became regularly drill'd. Vain ortheir newly acquired know. 

ledge, thefe new foidiers foon imparted the enthufiafm to the reft 

of the nation, who earneftly petitidned for the fame diftinCl:io~. 
Thus, at their own requeft, a battalion was formed for !J1e pre

[ervation of good order, and in lefs than two years, he had a fine 

corps of thefe people embodied, for the exprefs purpofe of pre

ferving from injury the very country that had for centuries 

before been the fcene of their depredations. A camp was formed 

for a corps of a thoufand'men, three miles from Bauglepoor, 

where their families refide~ with them, and where ftriCl: military 

difcipline was oliferved. Thus the ing~nuity. addrefs, and 

humanity of one man effeCted, in the fpace of lit'tIe more than 

two years, more than could even have been hoped for from 

the utmoft exertions of military feverity • 

. 
AFTER leavirtg the.. village of Barkope,. which is. nearly in 

the centre of the Jungleterry, and travelling through th.7 flat 
co:untry, croiling a [mall xiver, we entered the hills, which 

are 'covered with wood, and from the fummits of feV'eral had 
I 

beautiful and extenfive profFeCl:s, moftly diverfified .by the 
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meandering of the Ganges, and by the varied faee -of the 
country, to a great extent, from the eaftern lhore. 

THOUGH the fpace which we travelled in this route was not 

gteat, the {erpentine roa~, the c~ofenefs of the woods, and, in 
many places, the extreme fteepnefs of the hills occafioned con ... 
fiderable heat and fatigue. On the {econd day of our journey, 

we arrived at the village on the hiJI, where the ceremony was 

to take place: here Mr. Cleveland was received with every mark 

of .refpeCl and affection by the chiefs who w~re already aEem
bled, and even the women and the children contended who 

lhould be the moft forward in exprefiitig their regard. 

THEY had built a {mall open hllt in the village, purpofely 

for his reception, and the following moming every perfon in 
the neighbourhood was colleCted to-be prefent at the annual 

facrifice. 

THE ceremony took place about nine o'clock. Before a 

fmall hut, and about fix feet from the ground, was raifed-a kind 

of altar ~ade of bamboos. The grand {acrifice was preceded 

by the decolation of a kid and a cock, the heads of which were 
thrown upon the altar, and there remained: little attention 

however was paid to this part of the ceremony by any of the 

party- prefent. An hour or more aft~ds, we were 

apprifed that the principal rite was about to be performed, 
nz 



~a T R.A VEL SIN 

and ,we repaired in confequenc~, without lQfs of time, to the 

place of rendezvous. 

THJ! people had purchafed a fine large buffaloe, w.hich 
• 

they had fattened, and were now dragging with ropes, by the 
horns, towards the (pot where the kid and the cock had been 

already facrificed. The animal was ,brought, with much dif

ficulty, to the place of facrifice, where the chief of the village 

attended: he was perfe€:tly naked, except a cloth round his 
middle, and held a large and bright fabre in his hand.. The 
place round the altar was foon crowded with people; men, 
women, and children attended, and the young' men were all 

perfectly naked. To prevent the efcape of the ,anim.al, they 
firfr ham-ftringed 'him, and then began the'dreadful opera

tion. The chief frood on the left fide of the animal, and with 

his fa'lJre ftriking the upper part of the. neck; near to the fuoul

der, 1J?ufl: l),ave given exquifite pain to the poor ani~al, who 
eiprefi."ed it with great violence, by writhing, bellowing, 'and 
ftruggling with thofe that held him # indeed, their utm6fi: 

exertions were1carc~ly fufficient to prevent him from breaking 
away. This 'horrid bufinefs continued for the fpace of more 
than a quarter of an hour, before the fpine of the neck was 

cut, through. ~hen the animal fell, th~ Melchifadeck of the 

day frill continued his work, and it wa~ fame time before the 

'head was, perfeCtly feparated. Previous to the laft ftroke, he 

feemed:to paure, and an univerfal filence reigned: when. this. 
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was given, he ftooc! perfeCl:ly ereCl:, and, by raifmg the arm 
which beld the fabre. to the utmoft extenfion, feemed to give 
the fignal to the multitude~ who rulli'd in and began fcooping up 
th~ blood of the animal, which had liberally flowed from hUn on 

the ground. This they drank u~, mixed as it was with the duft 
and loam, and befineared each other with their hands. Bodies 
. of them ruilied over bodies, and rolling.in confufed heaps, 

they appeared like an affem~lage of demQns or bacchanals in 
their moft frantic moments. The body was next cut to pieces, 
and devoured; the head, however, was referved, as thofe of !he 

.kid and the cock: fo various are men in their conceptions 
,-concerning what may be moll: acceptable to the Deity. Mter 
the completion· of this facrifice, they retired to their feveral 

habitations in parties, and began the rejoicing of the day, 

which, indeed, was devoted to ,univerfal revelling and intoxi

cation; and I could have wifued, for the honour of the fair 
{ex, that thefe latter exceffes had been confined to the men. 
After the rites Qf Bacchus had far exceeded the bounds of tem

perance, thofe who were capable of fpftaining an ereCl: pofition 
~egan dancing, men and women promifcuoufly; qthers, in 
.parties, roared out $eir extravagant joy in "fuch ftrains, as 
may be fuppofed adapted to the prefent }late of the performers; 

and the night concluded with a dead filence. 

MR.. Cleveland did not remain long after the performance 

of the ceremony;. we therefore proceeded on our journey back. 
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to Bauglepoor, and on the following day arrived at Deo~r, 
~ , . ------

a {mall village, famous for t4e re{ort of 'Hindoo pilgrims, 
this being a {acred {pot. There are five' curious Pagodas here, of 

perhaps·the very oldeft conftruction to be found.~ India. They 
are fimply pyramids, formed by putting ftohe on fione, the 
apex is'cut off at about one feventh of the whole height of the 
complete pyramjd, and four of them have fin~l ornamental 

buildings on the top, evidently of more modern work, which 

are finifhed by an ornament made of copper, and gilt, perfeCtly 
refembling the trident of the-Greek Neptune. Thefe Pagodas 
have each a finall chamber in the center of twelve feet {quare, 

with a lamp, hanging over the Lingham*. The paffage to 
it 'is exaCtly of a heiglith and width fufficient to. admit one 

perfon. This chamber can nave no light from without, but 
what enters from the door and through the palfage. 

AT ~~ ~ultitudes of pilgrims are feen, who carry 
the water of tlie Ganges to the weftern fide of the. pen
inful~ of Ind!a. The water is carried in large flafks ~r 

bottles, holding nearly five quarts each,. fufpended at either 
end of a bamboo, which refts upon the fiIouiders. A con
fiderable trade is carried on by thefe people, and the price of 
the holy water be~rs a proportion to . the diftance of the place 

where it is fold from the river. ~ 

• The Lingham is the great objeCt: of fuperftition among the followers of 
Brahmab, it being' the general {ymbol of renovative nature. 
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OUll return was fo nearly iIi" the direCl:ion in which we 
came, that no opportunity was offered for any new obfervations; 

indeed ,this part of the country does not ~bound in objeCts of 

curi()fity. In the great famine which raged through Indofiin in 
the year 1770, and the ravages of which were particularly felt 
in every part of Benga], the Jungleterry is faid to have fuffered 

greatly. I have underftood that it was before this time highly 
cultivated, and filled with induftrlous huibandmen and manu ... 

faCturers, ~d the population was eftimated at more than 

eighteen thoufand people. It is, however, at prefent reduced to 
a fe~ hundreds, great numbers having been cut off by famine, 

and others having emigrated in fearch of food. The flienee 

that reigns heres owing to this depopulation, fpreads a melan
cholyover the mind of the travellers and for miles together, 

nothing is heard but the fcreap1s of the cormorant, nor is the 
trace of any footfteps found but thofe of the wild elephant. 
On my return to Bauglepoor, converfmg on this fubjeCl: with 

my (riend, I mentioned the popular impreffions that had gone 
forth at, and after that melancholy period, and expreffing my 

feelings on the fubjeet, not without feverity againft fome 

leading characters. r then in Bengal, and who haa been 
accufed of taking advantage of the pll:blic diftrefs for the 

acc~ulation of large private fortunes; he With his ufual 
candour and regard to juftice, explained the conduCt of certain 

gentlemen, 'who had very unjuftly fuffered in their charaCter, 

by malignant infmuations, and fhewed me, from th~ archives 
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of the diftrict, written documents collected at the time, 

which convinced me that the gentlemen, who then refided 

in public .charaCters at Moorlhedabad, and at l3auglepoor, and 
other furrounding diftriCts, where the famine raged in its utmoft 
violence, had taken and employed everf-ni,eans that liberality 

anti benevolence, under the direction of ability, could poffibly 

fuggeft for the preferVation of the poor, and many of them at 
the expence of their own private fortunes. I fuould not have 
touched upon this {ubjeCt, but from a motiye of ftri~juftice, 

as few peifons have had an ppportunity of infpeCl:ing the 
'proofs and records which Mr. Cleveland indulged me with a 
~ght of. 
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,e H A. P . YI~ 

The Author returns. tQ Calcutta--Seized with a dangerous. 
Illnefs-Recovery-Proi:.eeds on a new Tour-Route from 
Calcutta t'o Allahabad-Defcription of the Fort a!ld T~wn 
-Cawnpoor-Lucknow, Defcription of that City-Palace 
if' the Nahoh-Journey to Fyzahad and Oud-De.fcription 
.of the City of FyzabaiJ.~Palace of ~ujan. 71.1 Dowlah
Oud, &c. 

AFTER remaining about four months at Bauglepo(>r, 
having 'completed ~y bufih~fs, I proceeded for ,Calcut~a, 
where I arrived on the 15th of May, 1782, and immediately 
after proceeded in thofe works I had undertaken. The 
extreme heat at this feafon, however, added to an affiduous 
applIcation to. my profeffion, 'threw me into a violent fever; 
and" after my' recovery from the difeafe, I continued very 
weaK for a long time. 

IN this nate of debility I had it frequent~y in conte~pla.., 
tion to proceed to Europe; but' the cool weather returning 
toward~ the end of November, my firength and vigour gra~' 
dually 'returned with it. I felt all my curiofity revived; and 
once more refolved to'illdulge rpy inclination to ,viflt. other 

I 

parts of Jnaia.' With this vIew, 1 explaiI)ea to the, Governor' 

o 
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General my willies to vifit Ag~a, &c: &c. and I had the 

honour of receiving his fanaion, and that of the Council. 

On the 10th of January, 118a.:1 began 'my journey by land, 

paffing once more through Mo orllie dab ad, Bauglepoor, 

Mongheir, and Patna, to Benares. As I had not flopped at 

any o£ tb~ ,above places, except. Bauglepoor, where I re

mained only one day, I found myfelf' confiderably fatigued 

by a. journey of nearly five hundred miles, in a pallankeetl; 

I therefore determined 10 rell, at Benares, and was, happy to 

receiye the civiIiti~s' of Mr. Markham, the Refident, a gen

tleman univerfally known for his-liberality and accorpplilli. 

men,ts. 

- HAVlNG prolo.nged my Uay f~ur days, ~d finding my

felf perfealy recruited, I ptirfueq ~y journey" ahd ar. 

rived at Allahabad -on 'the fecond day aftet I lett Benares .. 

This is the point of conijuenc-e of the two great rivers' Jumna 

~nd Ganges; .and between ilia eafiern boundaries: of the 

Jumna: and the ,'wefiern boundaries of the. Ganges is the 

country known by th~ name of Dooab, or a country lying 
between two'rivers, the whole of which; is eReemed very fer

tile. .Immediately at the :point is the fort, of Allahabad; 
- ----b,uilt. ,entirely of none,. by the great Emperor Acbar;' and 

commanding, from its fituation~ the navigation of both 

rivers;; a .cutumftance which ought to ,make it a j place of 
cotifequence,. although it ~ now left. to' ruin., It is built in 

the old ftyle of Iortific.atian~ with w~Us, flanked by' roun~ 
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and {quare towers; and that which is called. the Agra gate, 
pointing towards Agra, is very handfome. being ornamen.ted 
with many {mall pavilions on the top ~ and having within 

the exterior -gate twei other gates, which were formerly fe
cure_d with portcuIIies. The fort covers a confiderabIe 
fpace of ground, and mull: have required a great number of 
men for its proteaion. Within the, walls of the fort are 
large areas; in one of which I obferved a fmall monument 
.over th.e tomb of an -Englilh officer; the infcription, how

ever. was nearly defaced. Thefe are!ls are now no more 
than heaps of ruins, chiefly covered with th~ dull: of ,the 
crumbled buildings. This was one of the many fortrefi"es 
that extended .nearly in a line from L~ore to Chunar Gut" 
on the Ganges, all of which were raifed, by Acbar~ and mull: 
hav~ fecured toe empire from the confines. of Perfia to, the 
.borders- of Bengal. Withqut the fort is what is called the 
city; confifiing, however, merely of thatched huts, and 

with fcarcely a ve.£lige of any confiderable houfe remaining. 
This place is noW in the poffeffion of Afoph ul Dowlab', 
Nabob .of Oud: it was, for fome time, the refidence of the 
prefent Great Mogql" the unfortunate Shah Allum, after his 
unfuccefsful attack, and his lQfs of the battles of :Geziah and 
Buxar, w~ere he attended the late. Nabob Stijah ul Dowlah, 
and on the lofs of which he threw himfelf on the' prote~ion 
of the Englilh, by whore influence and power AIlahab~d 
and the adjoining province of Karah were allotted him -for 
his rupport. ' 
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Du RING a nay of three days 1 made .feveral drawings, of 

the f~rt" and then proceeded to Cawnpoor, a large niili~ary 
nation on the Ganges. This is a ,cantonment for a br~gade, 
amounting, on the war ellablilhment, to' ten thoufand men; 

and may be .confidered a~ -a grea~ encamp~ent, the, ,men 

living in huts with-their families inllead of'tents. 

CROSSING the Ganges at this pla~e, I continued mx pro

.grefs to Luckno.!,' where I arrived on the 25th of January. 

The diIl:ance from ~Calcutta to this place is commonly raid to 

,be, by the route through Benares, nearly nine hundred 

m~le$; but this efiimate is certainly too great. Major R~n

,nell, whofe authority mull be confidered as abfolute, deter ... 

'mines it to be 650 miles, by the nearen rQaq. It is well 

·known t,l'at this city is at prefent the capital of the pro

,vince of Oud, and the refidence of Afoph· ul 'Dowlah, 

'th.e Nabob, who is alfo Vizier of the remaining part of the 

empire of the Great Mogul. The city is extenf!.ve, but 

meanly ,built.: t~~ houfes are. chiefly. 'mud' walls, f covered with 

~thatch, an~ many conGll entirely of mats and bamboos, and 

are thatched with leaves of the' 'coc,oa Qut, palm tre~, and 

fonietimes with firaw. Very few, indeed, of the houfes of 

the natives are built with. brick : the fireets are crooked, I\ar-
J _ 

row, and the worn I have feen in India. In the dry feafon 

the dun: and heC\t are ~ntolerable; in the rainy feafon the mire 

·js fo deep, as to be fcarcely paffable; and ther~ are a 'great 

number of elephants;. belonging to the Nabob and th~ great 
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men of his court, which are' continually paffing the fireets, 

either to the palace, or to the. river, to the great danger 
and annoyance of the foot palfenger, as. well as the infe .. 

rior clafs 'of fhopkeepers. The, comforts, the converiienc.e, 
or the property of this clafs of people are, indeed, little 
attended to, either by great men qr their fervants; the 

. elephant himfelf is frequently known to ~e infinitely mor~ 
attentive to them as he palfes, and to children in partkular. 

THE p~lace of the Nabob is on a high bank, near to.the 
river, and commanding an extenfive view both, of the 

Goomty and the country on the eafiern fide. A fmall part 

,of it was raired by the late Nabob Sujah ·u1 Dowlah" the fa
ther of ,Afoph ul Dow1ah. It has,. however, been greatly 

extended hy the prefent princ,e, who has ereaed large courts 
within the walls, a,nd a durbar, where lie receives pul>lickIy 
all perrons that are prefented. This durbar is a range of 

J.hree arcades, parallel to each other, and fupported, by co
lumns in the~ Moori{h fiyle: the, ceiling, and the whole of this, 

is beautifully gilt, and painted with ornaments and flowers. 
It is afcended by fiep-s from a flower garden, laid out in the 

. ' 

fame manner as we fee in Indian paintings, which are all iIi 

fquare plats, i~, which are planted flowers of the firongeft 
fcent; fo {!rong, in~eed, as. to be offenfive at firO: to 'the 
nerves of a European., The. exterior of the building is not 
'to be commended: it reminded me of what I had imagined 

might be, the {lyle of a' Baron's caRle -in Europe, about the 
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twelfth century. Clqfe to the palace, divided by a ~atr~w 
dirty or 9ufty road, is a garden, lately made by the Nabob, 

walled round, and at each angle is a grand pavilion, built 

of brick, and covered with chunam. or, flucco, and then 

paintea with ornamentS, which ·at-a little diftance has a ricli 
eff~a. I ,have introd.uced a View of the Palace: 'on the fore .. 

ground' oi-the picture is one of 'the pavit~ons,' and on a high. 

bahk is a mofque, with two minar~ts; and adjoining is a 
durgaw, or burial place, with a view ·of the river.. The 

piaure from whicn tn~ priot wa.t .engraved was 'painted on 

~he fpot. 

As :ati .tliis tim~ Major Brown wa~ appointed, on' an embaf.. 

iy. to ,~ir?a 'Shufry Kha~, a~d was to ,proceeQ immediatelY" 
on his miffion through a part of,the country 'which 1 intended 

t~ viGt, I wrote to that gentlem~n, fign~fying ,my willies to 

accompany rum; as I knew· that. undet the plotea'ion of his 
publi~ cbara~er I lli01~ld experience no .inconvenience from 
-the fufpicions of)he people with, refpea to'my p:orfuiis;' and 

'as' in his anfwer I found he was not tQ be, at Etawah 'until th~ . 
. 

ninth of February, I determined" in the interim, to make a 
journey to Fyzabad and the ancient city of Ond. 'I was af-. 

~ned,in this by,Mr: Brifrow, ,u:Je then Refident'at Lucknow; 

and immediately on the receipt of Major Bt~)'wn's letter I ret 
out on my journey, and· arrived at Fyzabaa on the fecond 

oay ~ a dill~nce of forty cors, or eighty 'Ehglifu miles, in a 
fouth-eail direilion. AS the'Refident at Lucknow had writ. 
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ten to an officef in the fervice of the Nabob, rending at 

Fyzabad, I was: received at my entrance into the city by a 
perfon, who was ordered to {hew the pallankeen bearers to a 

fmall houfe in a large garden, which was allotted for my 

accommodation during my nay • 

. THE city of Fyzabad, is of confiderable extent, and ap ... 

pears to contain a .-·great number of people, chiefly of the 

lawen c1afs; for ~he court being removed t,o Lucknow j 

drew after it the great men, and the moft eminent of the 

merchants, bankers, and {hro!fss ,or mOhey-changers. Thefe 

IaR are pe~fons in all the. towns, and even villages, who 

make large {urns by their knowledge of the exchange, .which 
in India is in a fiate -ot conRant fluauation, to the great 

injury .of the poor and the indufiriQus. 

THE private luxury and yices of the Muffulman princes 

too (requentiy reduce them, to a fiate of real poverty, even 

with large revenues; and too often they delegate to artful; de

figning; and avariciou~ charaaex:s,· the management ancJ 

concerns of the' £late, and become virtually the plun~erers 

jnftead of the parents of t~eir fubjeas... Thefe meri~ eager 

after their own private gain, and knowing well that their 

conduct will not bear the blaze of day" c~nnive at any vii. 
lainr that may be aaed by thore of inferior degree; tnany 

of whom are, indeed, their aaual agents. Thus it is .that 

the people at large retain no real 'regard for ,their governorS', 
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and the ,natural confequence is, that the princes are frequent
ly .I,eft, in the hour of difirefs, quite defiitute of fu pport, and 
an eafy 'prey to any invader. ' 

IN the city of Fyzabad there ar~ remains of many hand. 
fome brick buildings. That in which I ~efi~ed has a large 
and beautiful paviiiQn over the gateway or principal entrance. 
The afc~nt is by a narrow fiair~cafe, which leads t'o three 

open rooms, commanding the whole city on the one fide, 
and 01\ the other the garden and ,a van extent of country, 
with a view of the river Gogra, which js not far dillartt, ,and 

which is here a la~ge riv.er. Oppofite the gate is a mofque, 
(built by the late Nabob) with three' domes; the center one 
is very large. The form of thefe domes is perfe&ly that of 

~n egg ret on its point: the apparent want of firmners at the 
bafe has, however, a very unpleafant effe& on the fpe&ator ; 

and however difficult it may have Deen for the archite&'to· 
produce, the confideration of this circumllance doeS' not 
make amends fOI/the ,evident want of elegance, nay almoll of 
propriety. 

SOON after mY,arrival I was waited -upon by a ,perfo'I\ 
from the mother of the prefent Nabob, accompanied with a 
number of dillies 0'£ various curries, and pillaws; for my 
refreihment after the fatigue of my journey, an9 compli
ments'in the Mooriih fiyle; inde~d, fo high and dignified, 
that I could have almoR fancied ~yfelf tranformed, into an 
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Indiall Nabob. After returning my refpeas in. the h~mbie~ 
.fiyle) and having taken my repafi, which indeed was ex
cellent, (and would have been better, had it been accompa
nied with a glafs or two of good wine infiead of water) I 
proceeded to 'view the city and th~' remains of the palace, 
built by the late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah. This is a vall: 
building, covering a· great ex'tent of ground, having feveral 
are,as or courts, and many f~parate buildings. in them. In 
the inner court are the remains of the durbar, or hall of 
puhlic audience; an elegant building on (he fame plan as 
that already mentioned in the palace at Lucknow, hut much 
richer:- the painting and gil~ing greatly gone to de~ay. 

There are- m.any other buildings defigned for offices, or 
other accQmmodations, Within an Interior court is a large 
extent of building, -the principal front of which is on the 
banks of the river; and, when it was firll: raifed mull: have 
been very handfome. This was the part defigned for the 
domeftic habitation. of the N aboh. Adjoining are other 
buildings, defigned Jor the Zananah, and in which ate the 
remnants of the gardens. The grand entrance- to the pa
lace is .through a large and handfome gate, the fuperfiruc
ture of which was a place of arms, and there is fiin a guard 
kept in it'! On the top of the gate was. the fituation. of the 
nobut, (a great drum) which is an appendage of royalty in 
India, and when beaten is heard over a -great city" The 
nobut is u(uaIIy heaten at fun-rife and fun-fete Nearly
adjoining Fyzabad are the remains of the very ancient city 

.-
p. 
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of Dud, which is (aid to ~ave been the fim imperial city of 
Hindonan, and to have been built by their hero Krillien.· 
In Colonel Dowe'$ tranflation of Feritllia's hinory, it is 
mentioned as the capital of- a great kingdom, one thoufand 
two, hundred and nine, years previous to the Chrifiian LEra; 
and it is frequently mentioned in the famous Hindoo work in 
Shanfcrite, (the le'arned language o~ the Bramins) the Maha. 
beret, under the name of Adjudea. Whatever may have been 
its former magnificence, however, no traces are now left. - It 
is feated at prefent_ on the banks of the Gogra; but, in ,all 
probability, many years back was a~ a confiderable diflance 
from it, it being in a line with Fyzabad; 'for, not many 
years fince, upo~ the building of the palace, Sujah ul Dow .. 
lah is faid to ha ve daily offet(~d up prayers that the river 
might flow nearer it, which it now compleatly does~ wafh
ing the walls of the principal fro~t. *' At this place and 
Fyzabad I remained a fe~ days to complete my draw .. 
ings, ana returned to Lucknow by the fame route as I' 
came.. The country I had paifed through from Allaha
bad to Lucknow, and thence to Fyzabad, has the fam~ 
general ,charaaer, and ther~ are very few' elevations to 
be feen in it that are confiderable. It is in a moderate 

• 
{late of'cultivation; in fome parts bett~r than others; but 

.• Oud is confidered as a place of fanCl:ity,' and the Hindoos eonfe

quendy perform ~i1gri~ages thither, continually, from all quarters of 
India. 
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where it is negleCied. it is evidently more from the want 
of property in the people, than the natural flerility of the 
country,. which, on the contrary, I believe 'to be capable of 
producing the fineR crops. The villages, of which there are 
many, fome are comfortable in their _appearance, and others 
apparently. difireffed. After leaving the flourifhing diftria of 
Benares, I could not help viewing with a melancholy con~ 
ce~n the miferable appearance of all the territories which 
were under Jhe abfolut:e direCiiQn of Muffulman tyrants. 
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C HAP. VII. 

Journ~' to Etaya-Deftription of that Place-Jifwontnagur 
-O'Kraine-Shekoribad-Fyrozabad-.- Etamadpoor- Shah 

_ Dara-Agra-Ma~ificent Ruins-Arrival at the CamjJ of 
the Nabob Mirza Shuffy Khawn-A venerahl:e Chief who had 
jerped under Kouli l(liawn-MauJoleum of Acbar~Toje 
Mahael-putrypoor Sicri-Fortrefs of Gawlior-Return to 
Lucknow. 

o N ~he 10th of February I fet out on my journey to join 
Major Brown at, Etaya.. As I travelled by a fet of pallan
keen bearers to the number of fifteen, and which had no 
relief beyond their own fet, my fiages became !hort; parti .. 
cularly To, as I 'Was now encumbered with baggage, carrying 
with ~e a tent, ~nd all the articles for cooking, &c. the number 
of fervarits ~eceffary for dre,fIing provifions,_ &c.. makes the train 
even of an individual confiderable. On the 13t~ I arriv~d 

at the encampment of Major Brown, his tent being pitched 
.;lofe to the,town of Etaya. The road to this place runs 
wefiward'from Lucknow, and the Ganges is croffed ne_arJy 
midway~ and at this feafon of the year is in many pla~es 
fO,rdable: there 'is a fordable fiream alfo to the wefiward of 
the Ganges, called Callinuddie, which~ however, in'the time 
of the. periodical rains. is' a confiderable river. The country 
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from Lucknow to Etaya is in a moderate Rate of cultivation, ----but the villages are poor. Etcqra is lhuated on a very high 
bank of. the- river Jumna, the fides: of which' confifi of wllat 

in India_ is -caUed concha, which is originally rand, but: the 
\ 

confi.ant aaion of the fun in the dry feafoD forms, it almolt 

ipto a viifificatiqn. Many parts- of the banks are ,fiXty. feet 

-high. On the top, near to the river, are the remains of a . 
fort: the tow~ itfelf is all built on the heights, which, as it 

-approaches the river, is diyided into a/variety ~f feparate 

hills .by deep ravines, made by the rCl:ins. The Jumna is at 
this place a large river, in which are ,many iOands of rand, 

"th~t .are overflowed in the time of the floods. The town is 

large, but very wretch,ed, having but two tolerable houfes 
in It., 

ON the 15th we moved foryvard to Jefwontnagur, fix cofs 

from Etaya, or near tweI ve Englifu miles~ It. fuould be obJ 

ferved in this place, that the, Indian meafure of a cofs is lefs 

than in Bengal,,/the latter being nearly two Englifu. miIell; 

but..in the upper parts of Hindofl:an, fcarcelY'lDore than one 

and a half, as may be feen on the fcale in the map. The 

country from Etaya t,o this place _ is' very "little cultivated; 
, 

the villages are not populous, and the few inhabitants ap-
pear very wretched. 

ON tlfe 16th we halted at O'Kraine, fix cofs further, aI~ 

moll: at the terminati~n"Of the Nabob of Oud~ country • . 
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THR.OUGH .. the whole of the Ian day's journey lob. 
rerved fcarcely a fpqt in cultivation; the villages, 'of which 
there are feveral, were in ruins, and the whole p'refented al. 
moft one uninterrupted fcene of defolation. On the laft 
day's march we m-et a few unfortunat~ p~ople palling down 
into the provinces, in. order aElually to avoid bein& fiarved, 
begging their way. The fervants we had brought from 
Bengal with us appearing dean, healthy, .and chearful, per
haps rendered. the appearance of thefe poor people the more 

wretched. 

ON the 17th I"arrived at Shekoabad" which takes its name 
from Dara Sheko, the eldeft and moft unfortunate fan of 
the Emperor Shah·lehan, who, in the canteR for the empire 
with Aurungzebe, his youngeR brother, was defeated, hunt
ed down like a wild beall, and at laft taken. When a pri
faner, he w~ firipped and feated on an elephant, for the 
derifion of a conquering army. and was at laft unmercifully 
murdered. From O'Kraine to this pla~e there are fame few 
[pots of cultivated ground; alld the richnefs and fulners of 
,the grain fufficiently {hew what th~ whole of the country is 
capable of producing, were it in cultivation. 

. . 

DURING this day's march our courfe lay througQ two vil-
lages, which were.better and deaner than thofe we had be
fore paIred. To the right and the left of our road were 
many l1:line~ villages; and on" every hillock, or riling grouf:ld, 
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are mud forts, or their ~uins. This town (for,' on the. com· 
parifon with what we had paWed Gnre leaving Etaya, it may 
be fo called) has a confiderable nu'mber of people, and the 
adjacent ground is in cultivation. J found here the remains 
of a hunting feat, built by Dara Shekct, and a tat:lk be
longing to it: from ~he ru'in~ it mull have bee~ large. Ad. 
joining the tank 'is a fmall grove of palm and other trees; 
but, except thefe, t!Iere are no trees in the neighbourIiood; 
nor is there ~lDY water but from a few wells, and the above ... 

. mentioned tank, which was nearly dry when I faw it. There 
are confiderable remaip.s of other buildings", in and about the 
ta.wn, fome of them apparently on a large fcale. 

:WE contin~ed our route, for fix coG, to fyroza~adi which 
is a confiderable -village. Between Shekoabad and Fyroz
abad are a f~w fpots of 'cultivated ground. This village, 
takes its ~ame from the Purgunnah, which is.a· fmall diflria 
within a larger: it was at this time in the h~nd of a GaGne, 
'or ~inaoo Religious; and as the fpirit of the Hindoo go
vernment is favourable to agriculture in 'the higheft degree, 
this [pot.appeared a perfea garden. It muft, indeed, b~ ob· 

ferved, that aitho~gh the Hindoo governo~s -or proprietors, 
from the principle of .avarice, may fometimes diflrefs,. they 
do not defiroy the endeayours of the poor, as. the Mufful~ 
mans. For his proteRion, the 'Gofine had a. camp formed 
in the neighbourhood, amounting, 'to two thoufand men, 

well armed l (and a fman park of artillery, in whi~h I. faw 
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two fine pieces of battering cannon. The 'perrons of the men, 

forming this little army, appeared ·to me remarkable for their 
manly beauty and ftature, moff of them being upwards of fix 

feet In height, and th~eir manners" whilft I was in' their camp" 
were -extremely modeft and attentive. On the following day 
we reached Etamadpoor, a 'diftance of fix cors, but found in 

our journey that, upon leaving the Purgunnah Qf Firozeabad~ 
the line was ffrongly marked by the wild waite that enfued. 

AT Etamadpoor is a fmall building in the center of a large 

tank, the fides of which are built up with frone" as is the 
center building, and a bridge of feveral arches, which com

municates with it from the fide of the tank. Around the 
whole are large mounds of earth, foimed from the exca'" 

va?ons in making the tank. At this time there was but li~e 

water in it. 

FROM this pla~i' we had a fight of the {pires of the once 
fplendid and imperial city of Agra. 

ON the 23d, at the diftance of five cofs from Etamadpaarj 

we encamped on :the Shah Darah, about'a cafs on the eafterri 
fide of rl?-e river Jumna, appofite the city. The whole of ,this 
{pot, as Ifar as the eye can reach, is one general fc~ne of 

ruined buildings, long -walls,: vaft arches, parts of domes', 
and fome ,very: large'; buildings, as the Cuttera, built by 

q 
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~1rqNg t4~ 'weitern 'bank .of th.e riye~,~e {e~n':!he:r:ui1].ed. 
palaces 'of ~l)f}' gn~al Omrabs,' bJlilt ·in .the time 9£- Acbar! 
J eAangmre, ;tI}.'" ~h.a}l Jeh.fl~h :A. litd~ ~anh.er". th~· city. pf. 
~gra: offers, itf~lf to the 'eyf!s ·w~~ tP.e gre.a1;. fQU find, palace" 
and,tp.~ profp~4 is te_rmjl1at~~ t<1the fqptn.-w~~t ~y th~ry~ft 
monument of eaftern elegance, the Taje Mahel, built 1>y the 
emperor $hah J~han. 

TH1S fpot ~~ke~ its name frollJ: )J.q.!a, a tent~ ~d Shah~

ki~g or fovereign.!. J>~i!lK ~h~ fpP1: 'wJJsf~ tb.e, '~mpefo:r~~ tent, 
was firJt fi~ed, when h~ made 'hi~· prbgr~r~ frpm- agra te). the
~aftern proviJ;lces of !he ~ntPlr~, _ - It being th~·general tuftom,: 
from the time the dynafty of the Moguls. was fixed inI~4i~.~1:ld~~. 

. ' 

Acbar, that the emperor fuould take the field in the fummer 
:p:10l\tlts~ With.a la~ge arJl?Y, --a~tended by ~h.e' wllo1~ cpurt,. the 
bankers,. and the artifans. ~c .. ':fhus ~~ camp J?ecru:ne-a' great, 
city under tents; and each trade had its feverai quarter allotted 

to. the~, th~ emp~ror~s :tent,;~~~g hv~lt~ ce~t~,.. of .the whole, 
{u.l:"t:Ou~de~ PI thore .0£ th~: greflt '?f&c!!rs'~£ ft~te, 

O~ th<t ~4th .Major 13t9W~ '}Vas wait~~j :UPQn· 1>y Ar~fiab 
Khawp, an· Omrah ~f high rfJ.nk,· froJll. ·tl].e .Nap9Q Mirz~ 
Shuffeh' Kp.awn, who lay e~~aJ;Iip'ed :three co(s. tp th~ notth~ 
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weft'ot Agra, and to whore camp we proceeded, croffing'the 
Jumna, andpaifed ~rough a part of the city of Agra. On the 
foilowing day we pitched 6tlJp tents to the eafhvard ~of the 
~abob's encampment, in a garden walled round, and which 
formerly was adorned with'very confi~erable buildings, no~ 
in ruins; this was a work Qf-Acbar for the accommodation of 
6Iie of his daughters. 

THE c~mp 'of Mirza Shuffeh extended over a gteat fpace of 
ground, and more refembled a great city than a camp, having, 
Ihops of every d~nomiriation, ·retai.ning :in part the th~racter 
9f the armies ~f the" great emperors~ 'only without ,their 
{plendor. The camp ~s faid.to contain forty thhufand 'men'}' 

but it appeared to me that the number was greatly exaggerated:. 
This, however, iliould, 'fie: added~ that' every foldier, .ana every 
tradefman" and artifiC-er,:b:ad, his family with liittr .. In. the,pctrk 

of artillery were foity-twopleces of qmhon of-various calioets. 

Some of the Jargeft guris were~ Frend}' pieces, and very nn~' 
ones; but the greater- nnmeet )\rete very indifferent, the metal 
much corroded, and the c3.rriages'totten~' -It is tiot'imptobable 
that the tent of the N abbb might have. been formerly ali imperial ' 
one, peing of crimfon velvet, embroidered: in ffiaQy parts with. 

'gold, and lined with filk. It was, however, -much to~n and 

ttioth-eateti; and ~ad 'therefore no:vertfplenCiid appearance. 
, , 

. A FEW', days after 'our irri~al, I attended Major Brown to' 

the DutD~r of tHe Nabob~ where we found the principal 
'12 



ul, T R A VEL S_- I N 

commanders, amongft whom 'Were feveral old Perfian Chiefs,. 

with beards depending to thei~ girdles, and countenances 

of great dignity. One of th~ hoary Chiefs, I found by 

his converfation, had attended: Nadir Shah, or Thomas 
Kouli Khan, when he made ~s famous expedition ipto 

Hindoftan, in the y~ar 1739, and ~ad remained in India flnce 
• 

that time. The old foldier's eye ap~eare4 in a flame when he 
m~ntioned his mime, at the recolleCti~n of the aCtions and 

'ViCtories he had affifted at, or be~ witnefs to, under his 

former commander. After the ceremqny of reception, which 
was by touching the turban with tl\e right hand, without 
ri-fing from their feats,. w~ were defired t~ fit l for which purpofe 
there were old fafhtonecl chairs hrought', which had formerly. 
been rich in carved work and velvet, qut were now greatly. 
injured by the hand o{ tim~ j ott~r and rot~ ... water were handed· 
round, as a mark of diftinaion. The Na~ob Mirza Shuffeh 

. I 

fat in the center of a femicirde, furrourlded by his Chiefs,. 
with an innumerable crowd of fervants fiandi,ng pehind.. After 

remaining aboutpa1f an hour, we retired. 1:his was a vifit 

of cer~mony, -and the bufinefs of Major,Bro~'s miffion was. 
not e:q.tered upon for many days afterwards, for, \~mongft thefe. 

people, delay feems a fettled prin~iple of eti'lue.tte~1 

, WHILST we lay encamped at this place, I made daily ex .... 
curfions to Agra and the neighbourhood, the weather at this 
feafon. grea:tly favouring my p1-lffuits.· Our journeys were 

iliort, and were begun frequently between five and' fix in the 



TRAVELS IN INDIA. 1I7 

morning, fometimes earlier. I had the whole day for my 

ftudies. The climate at this feafon' is deli~htful, the mornings 

clear and.vez:y cold, frequently frofry, in fo much, that I have 

feen feveral tanks frozen entirely over 7 but in the middle of the 

day we generally found it very hot. I paired moft of my days 

at Agra, making drawings either of the great fort or o~er 
buildings, moft of which lay in nUns. -

, THE city of Agni is fituated on the fouth ':fide of the river 

Jumna, which at this place is not fordable, and Ores imme

diately from the-water, extending in a vail: femicircle. It is 

frippofed to be a place of high antiquity. (The prefent city, 

however, was raifed by the emperor Acbar, about I 566, an~ 
named from him Acbarabad, and was the principal feat of ~s 
government.) The fort,' in which is. included the imperial 

palace, is -of-vaft extent. A. view. of the fort is given, and is 

fu~h a~ will. ~ord a general idea of -the building- and its 
fituation. It is conftruCl:ed-of a r~ free frone. and it would 

appear-to have been very ftrong,- when firft raifed. It origi

nally- had a p.oubie· wet ditch, of great width and depthJ- and 
well fupplied·from the river. The fort was an- ifland, formed 

by three' ditches; one face of it, that to the eaftward, was 

walhed to the foot of the walls _by the river. The outer ditch 

is-noW totally ruined, the high road, going through it, as may, 

be obferved in ~ePlate. The inne~ ditch is-very bad in many 

places, and 41 feveral is quite dry. The citr was encircl~d by J 

a wall and towers at a bow-filot diftance fro~ each other. 
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SHAH JEHAN, the grandfon of Acbar, difliking the ~tuation 
of Agra, from the excdlive heats to which it was eXpofed 
in the fummer months, and ~eftrous tQ raife a metropolis 
which lhould bear his own name, built _a great citJ adjoining 

the old one of Dehli, and named it J ehanabad j but the name, 
like the -empire, is now nearly loft. To people his new city, 
he is faid to have tranfported thither one half of the.people of . 
Agra, to the amount of upwards of five hundred thoufand. 
The ruins that immediately enfued in Agra, rendered it .f1ecet
lary to erea, for the fecurity of the people, another wall, 
forming a part of a circle within the, old one j and this wall 
Was 'built by Joy Singh, a Hindoo Raja in the, fervice of the 
emperor Aurungzebe. 

THE whole fpace between thefe two walls is one mafs of 

ruins. The inner wallis -but in indifferent repair, and within 

it.is eafy to difcem that it is chiefly compofed from the, ruined 
buildings, except, indeed, towards the Dehli gate of the f~rt, 
where is the gr~at Musjiid or Mofque, built of red frane, but 

greatly gone to decay. Adjacent to this fpot is the Choke, or 

Exchange, which is now a mere ruin j and even the fort itfeIf, 
fr~m its having frequently chang~ its mafters, in the courfe 
of the !aft feventy, years; is going rapidly to Molation. It 
was tak,en 'by Colonel Polier, when that gentleman was in the 

fervice of the Na~ob ZooIfeccar-ul'-Dowlah; better known by 

the -name of Nedjif Khawn. In the eaftem front -of the fort 

was the imperial refiaence; built of white marble, covered ~n 
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the top with plates of copper gilt, which to this day retain !lIeit 

full luftre,and at,no great diftance-th~ is aMofque. built of the 

fame beautiful material~J.wit4 cop~r omaments~d gilt.ltwa$ 
imP91Iible..;t~ ~o~~plate the ruin~ of this grcrnd and venerable; 
city, with:oJIt feeling th~ deepeft. impreffions of melancholy., 
I am, indee4, well jnf~)IlJled" that the ruins extend" along the 
banks bf the river, not lefs than fourteen Englifu miles. 

'rHE palace o( Dara Sheko, built by that prince, includes 

an 'tXtent of ground not lefs than the fquare of Lincoln's-inn 

fields. Jt is dangerous even to walk among there ruins; for at 
~ery ftep, unlefs great care is taken, the paffenger is liable 

to fmk through holes into the covered vaults, which are now 
the habitation of dangerous reptiles. The ftreets iIi thi~ 

city are very narrow; and evidently not laid out on any 

well directed plan~ I went on,ce to _a Hummaum, or bath" 
which had formerlt h;elonged to the palace of one of the great 

men of the court" as was plain~ from the expences that 
had been la,id out on it; being lined with the fineft coloured 
marbfes, With many pieces of lapis l~uli: introduced amongft 

the ornaments, which were very beautiful, in the Moorifh 

£lyle, compored ormofaic and flowers; the imitations of 
the latter, I muft add, were remarkably good~ 

AT the diftance Df three colS, or a little more, from' Agra" 

on the ~eat high road leading to Dehli, at a place called 
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Secundrii, ftands- the tomb of the emperor Acbar. This 

enormou~ building is (eated in a garden, regularly planted 
both with foreft and fruit-trees. and many flowering" furubs, 
mld walled round, which is' {uppofed to contain a. (pace of 
upwards of twenty EngJifh acres. The monument'is raifed in 
the center of the garden.; it is a {quare building, with, gates in 
the center on each fide, and great pavilions at t4e angles and 
-over the gates: it confifts of five feveral frories, which gradually 

diminiili with pavilions at each angle. The domes of the 

feveral pavilions are of white marble, the- reft of the- building is 

pf red fione, in "parts intermixed with white marble. The 
fi~h or upper fiory is entirely of white marble, and has a range 
of windows running round each fide, wruch are" fret work, 
cut out of the folid flab. The pavilions that finHh this fiory 

are likewife of marble j thefe have been greatly damaged, as I 
was told, by lightning, and by an earthquake. One of the 

pavilions is quite gone, ~d the dom~s of the others are ~eatly 
injured. The infide of this upper fiory is curioufly inlaid 
'with black marble, expreffive of certain paifages from the 
-Koran.; and 1 "was infonned by a critic in Perfian writing, 
that it is in the moil: perfed: ftyle. On each frory of this 
building are-large terraffes, which, in the times of the emperors 

Jehanguire and Jehan, had coverings o( gold cloth, {upported 
-by pillars of filver. 1!nder the 1hade of thefe awnings the 

mollahs or priefts of the religion of' Mahommed converfed 
with men of learning. 
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T.HE principal entrance is by a grand ,gate leading to the 
.garden; 'the front- highly ornamented with mofaics of diffe ... 

rent coloured marbles, inlaid in -copartments. O~ either 
fide the center are two. Rories of pointed arches, and large_ 
recelfes; in the upper fiory is a door in the center, and a 
window over it,. with a baIlufirade in- front; the lower recelfes 

have one window in each~ In the center'is one van pointed 

arch. and this part of the building rifes. very confiderably 

above the fi~e over the two £lones which have been juft d~ 
fcribed. On the top, and fomewhat behind the front of 

this part of the building, raifed on fquare columns,. are twa 

farcophagi of black marble; and two others immediately 
behind the back front of the gate, anfwering to thofe in the 

principal front. At each 'angle of the gate (this building 

being an oblong fquare) are minarets of white marble, riling 

to a great heighth, in part .fluted; above the flutes, half 
way up the minarets, are balluftrades; .and there is like ... 

wife one near the top.. Thefe minarets were formerly 

crowned witli. open pavilions, and finilhed with domes~ ~hich 
have long fince been defiroyed. In there minarets are Rair-, 
cafes, leading to the two balconies that furround them. A. 
large- pri~t, by that excellent. artin -Mr . .Brawn, has ?eell. en
graved and publilhed from a piaure of this gate, which 
gives a more perfea idea of the grandeur of it than: words 

are able to ~xprers. 'Through this gate we pa~s into avan.- -
open hall, which rifes in a dome n,early to the top of the

building.. This hall was,. by the ot:del' of the Emperor 

r. 
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Jehang1).ire, the fon of Acbar, highly decorated with painting 

and gilding; but in the lapfe of time it was found to be 
gone greatly to decay; and the Emperor Aurungzebe, either 
from fuperftition or avarice, ordered it to be entirely de
faced, and the waIls whitened. From this hall, through a 

fimilar arch to thilt in the front, we defcend into die garden; 

and the whole of the tomb difplays itfelf through an avenue 
of lofty trees. This .avenue is paved with none: in the cen.; 

ter is a large fquare bafon, which ,was formerly fined wi,th 
waterj but was quite dry when I faw it. In the center orthe 

bafon was a fountain, the pipe only remaining: the fupply 

of water, -indeed, had apparently b~en confiderable here, for 
all through the ,middle of the avenue, and on ~ither fide, we 

obferved channels, which mun have been defigned for aque

duEls, but which were then ~ry. At fome fmall difiance 

from the principal-building rifes a_high open gate, entirely 

of white marble, of exquifite beauty. 

A BLAZING eailern fun {hining full on this- building, _ com-) 

pored of fuch varied materials, produces a glare of fplendour, 

almoft beyond the imagination of an inhabitant of thefe nor

thern climates to ,conceive; and the prefent rolitude that 

reigns over the whole of the negleRed garden, excites ~nvo
luntarily a melancholy penfivenefs. After viewing this mo

nument of an Emperor, whore great aRions have refounded 

through the world, and wh<?fe liberality and humanity were 
his higheR praife, I became defirous of feeing even that none 
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which 'contained his crumbling -remains. There was an old 
MoIIah who attended, and had the keys of the interior of the 
puilding, (which is frill held in veneration) and who obtains 
a precarious fubfifre.nce by {hewing it to the curious trilveIIer. 

. . 
The infide of the tomb is a vaIl hall, occupying the whol~ 
fpace of the interi~r of the -building, which terminates in a 
dome; a few windows at the top admit a " dim religious" 
light:, and the whol~ is Ii!led with white marble. In the cen
~er the body is depofited in a farcophagus of plain white 
marble. on which is written, in black m~rble inlaid, .limply 
the naqle of 

A C BAR. 

FROM the fummit of the minarets in the front a fpeaa
tor's eye may range over a prodigious circuit of country, 
not lefs than thirty miles in a direfl line, the whole of which is 
flat, and filled with ruins of ancient grandeur: the river Jumna 
is feen at fome difiance, and the glittering towers of Agra. 
This fine' country. exhibits, in ~ts pt:efent frate, a melancholy 
proof of the confequences of a bad- government, of wild 
ambition, and the~ horrors attending civil dilfentions i for 
when the governors :of this country ~ere in plenitude of 
power, and exercifed their rights with wifdom, froni the 
excellence of itS climate, with fom~ degree of induHry, it 
mu1l have been, a peifea garden; but now all is derolat~on 
and filence. Surrounding the monument of Acbar are many 

r 2 
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tombs; fame of them very beautiful: man probably they 
cover the remains of certain branches of his family. The 
traditionary report is here, that they are the tombs of his 
. ,WIves. 

ON the high road from Agra to- Dehli, there are many 
{mall buildings, th'e form of which 'is a fquare pedefial, upon 
which rifes a cone, to the heighth of about eight feet. In 
this tone there are a great number of fquare niches, in which 
were placed the heads of malefaaors" in terrorem. There 
likewlfe ferved the purpofe of marking the' cars difiances 
.' , 

on. the road: many of them are now broken down -and co .. 
vered in the dufi. 

To the fouth-eaR of the city of Agra is a beautiful mo
nument, raifed by the Emperor Shah Iehan for his Delaved 
wife Taje Mahel, whore name it bears, and is called, by way 
of eminence, the Taje Mahel. It -now {lands two miles 
from the city, t90ugh formerly it joined it. Adjacent to 
tbis monument there was a great bazar, or market for 
the richel! ~anufaaures of India, and of foreign coun:. 
tries-,- compared of fix courts, and encompaffed with 
-great open porticoes; but ,fcarcely a vefiige of this build,. 
ing is now remaining. The Taje Mahel rifes immediately 
from the river, founded on' a bafe of red free-none, at 
the extremity of 'which .are oaagon pavilions, confining of 

• See Tavernier 
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lhree Hories eacl}. On the faro~> bare are .two large build:" 
tngs, one·on either tide, and perfealy fimilar, each crowned 
'With- three .domes of white marble i the center dome confi. 
derably .larger than the others. One of there buildings is a 
musjiid, ormofque; t,he other was defigned for the repofe 
of any great perfonage, who mIght come either .on a 'pil
grimage to the tomb, or to -fatisfy a well-direet.ed curiofity. 
On this bafe ~f free.fioQe (having a platform at lean of· 
twenty-five feet in breadth) another refts of white marble, of 
a fquare form, and which is about fourteen teet higp; the 
angles are oaagon, f~om which rif~ ininarets~ or van ,co
lumns tapering \lpwards, having three feveral galleries run .. 
ning round them, and on the top of each an open paviliont 
crowned with a dome. There minarets too, I fhould have 
remarked, are of white marble, and contain flair-cafes which 
lead ~o the top. From this magnificent bafe, like thofe ,ale 
ready defcnbed, rifes the body of the building, which has a 
platform fimilar to the above. The plan -of this is -oaagon t 
the four principal 'fides oppofed to the cardinaJ points of the 
coinpafs. In the center of each of the four fides .there is raifed 
a van and pointed arch, like that defcri~ed in the gate of the 
tomb ·of Acbar; and the top above this arch rifes confiderably 
higher than the ether parts of the building. Thofe faces of 
the building which form the oaagon on either fide the great 
arches, have two ftories of pointed arches, with receffes, and 

\ >. 

a low bal~ufirade in front; the fpandas above the arches are 
greatly enriched with different corour~d ma~ble inlaid: the 
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beads of th~ arches within the receIfes are Iikewife moLl 

highly enriched if! the fame manner: within the feveral 
arches running round the building are windows,. formed by 
an open fret-work in the foIid flab, to give light to the in ... 

terior of the building. From behind ~his octagon front, 
and riling confiderably higher, are four. oCl:angular pavi
lions, with domes. From the center of the whole, riling 
as high as the domes of the pavilions, is a cone, whence 
fprings the great dome, fwellIng from its bare outwards con

fiderably, ,and with a beautiful "curve finifhing in the upper 
point of the cull us, on which reLl two balls ,pf copper gilt, 

one above the other: above the balls is a crefcent, from the. 
center of which a fpear head terminates tlIe whole. Each 

face of this building is a counterpart to the other; and all 
are eq uall y finilhed. 

WHEN this building is viewed from the oppofite fide of 
the river, it poIfeIfes a degree. of beauty, from the perfection 

of the materials ~nd from the excellence of the workmanlliip, 

which is -only furpaIfed by its grandeur, extent, anq 'general 

magnificence. The bareR material that enters intQ this cen~ 
ter part of it is white marble, and the ornaments ate of vari. 

o~s coloured marble's, in which there is no glitter: the whole 
together appears like a moR perfect pearl on an azure 

grpund. The effea is ruch as, I confers, I ne~er experi

enced from any work of art. The fine material~, the-beauti-
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ful fQrms, and the- fymmetry of the whole; with the judicious. 
choice of fituat~on, Tar furpafTes any thing I-ever beheld. 

I T was the intention of the royal founder to have ereaed 
on the oppofite lhore a' fimilar building, for his own inter
ment, and to have joined them by a !Darble bridge. This 
magnificent idea was fruftrated by ficknefs, and by the fubfe
quent difputes concerning the fucceffion between his fons, 
and at taft by his own imprifonment by Aurungzebe. 

. THE garden, in which the Taje Mahel is fituated, is entered 
from the oppofite fide, through a large and handfome gate of 
red free-fione, whence proceeds a large flight of fieps into tlle 
~den. From the top of the fieps the center part o~ the 
middle building is viewed through an avenue.6f cyprefs and 
other trees mixed: the avenue is paved with fione, in the 
middle there are copartments, or beds of flowerS, with foun
tains at equal diftances; four of the mon magnificent of which 
are fituated about half way up the avenue, and rife from a 
fquare. bare of white marble. Thefe, as well as the others, 
are fupplied by ,a refervoir without the building, which is 
filled from the river by pumps. Th~ fountains are yet in to~ 
lerable repair; th'ey were played whilft I was there; and the 
garden ~ fiill kept i,n aecen~'order, the lands alIotted f9T the 
fupport of the building not being wholly 'difmembered from 
it. The center building is in a perfea fi~.te; but all ~hofe 
which furround it bear ftrong marks of de~ay. Several Mol~ 
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liilis attend 'the morque here at the ,hours of prayer, and ap

pear the moa orderly and deceritlhat 1 have f~en among the 
Mahomedans; extremely attentive to {hangers, and -affidu
ous to {hew and explain every par~ of it5 .The infide of the 
great building is of white m,arble;' with many' ornaments of 
flowers beautifully carved., The tomb isjna chamber be .. 
low, and the body of Taje Mahellies. in 'a farcophagus of 
white marble, under the center of the buiI~ing. Clofe to it 
is a limilar one, containing J.he body _of het huIband Shah 
lehan. There farcophagi are perfealy fimiJar to thofe in 

the tomb of Acbar. 

T.RE garden and the'furrounding bui1~ings-cannot occupy 
a [pace more than equal to one half orl.hat:Of.the. Emperor 
A.<;bar, at, S~cundrii. Tavernier .mentions-, that elJte was 
~itnefs to' the beginning and the finilliing' of this building, 
which employ~d upwards of twenty thoufand men confiant1y . 
at work fOJ: a term: of twenly.-two. years. The free-fi.one 
was obtained in the neighbourhgc;xl" but the marble ~ was 
bro.ught Jrom K.a:ndahar, the eilfiern province. of Pedia, by 
land carriage~ a diftanee of' not Jefs than fix hundred 'miles 
by' the road. The lexpenee .is rai~ to have amounted 'to 
little ld-s than one million Rerling:-

ON the third cjf March the Nabob'~ camp moved clore to 

Se.cundri~ when~ we remained.until the fitieenth, when we . .. 
removed to G,ougaut, feven c;ofs fr~m Agra. Here, the 
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water was very bad, being .l}rongly impregnated with' ni
tre, and the ,furface ·of the ground was: covered with' that 
fali. On the twenty .. fecond we encamped near the fmall 

village of Krowley J five cofs to the wefiward of Gougaut" 
on a very extenfive plain, which was 'poorly decorated with 
a few fcattered trees, and bounded by fome low hills 
firetching to the eafiward. In thefe hills I found confi
derable quarries of 'red free-fione, the fame with that of 

which the fort of Agra is built. The ground was yery little 
cultivated in thefe parts':' the foil is loofe' and light. 

I FOUND the h~at about this time exceffiye,. and it was 
1 

Joan much increafed -by th~ fetting in of the hot winds from 
the wefiward.. The water through the whole of this part' of 
the country is 'very bad, from the faIt-petre. 

ON the 23d we encamped1 near the town' of Futtyp,oor 
Sicri. The country 'here refembled, in moll. refpeas" that 
which we' had jun pafi. It i~ an immenfe plain, bounded 
to the fouthward, by, a range of hills; not a {brub ;was to be 

feeJlJi and the heat nilt continued to increate~ The foil" I 
bbferved .was light~ and almofi ~s fine. ,as 'hair-po~der. It 
-is impoffible to defcribe the' difagreeabler·effeas. which this 

circu,mfiance produces, 'when this fine dun is. taken up by the 
pot. winds frorfl the weflward: the indifferent water too~ 

with which the whole country abounds, mull. necdfarily 
rende.r the fituation unhealthy. 

s . 
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I W kS much entertained, ,dut:ing-'ouf feveral marches, hy 

the variety of charaaers I faw; the people of the hazar 
(the market) with their wives and children; the cavalry, 

who were continually manifefiing their de"terity, in the 
oriental manner, by fetting off ,their horres in fulf fpeed, 

firing behind, as if purfued by 'an enemy, and th~ inRan .. 

taneoully fiopping~ and flying back with the fame velocity 
'as they advanced,. to the ,great terror -of the poor people in 

their way. Their adro'itnefs in th~ management of their 
horfes is, indeed, wonderful;, though, from the appear
ance of the animals, one would doubt whether they ,were 

able to move Ii ve miles. 

To there I may add the majeftic movements of the. 
elephants; not only of thofe which carried the great men, 
but of thofe with the heavy baggage. The appearance, in

deed, of the whole army, with the camels, artillery and 

baggage, cattle, formed a fcene highly gratifying to the wind, 

entirely new to a"European, offingular variety, ~nd even fub
lime. I could not, however, but obferve the great apparent 
wan( of order in the line of march; not that my knowledge of 

,the ~ilitary.art was fuffident to qualify me for palling a dec;ided 
judgment; but the 'order I had feen in the ~amp under Sir 

Eyre Coote, 'in th~ Carnatic, and when thore troops marched 
-towards the en~my, gave m~ very different impreffions from 
that which was now before me. 
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TSE town of Futtypoor Sicri, which lay under the hills 1 
have before mentioned, is confiderable, and the country imme
diately near it is in tolerable cultivation. On thefummit of 'the 

highefi hill is a large mo.rque~ which was built by Acbar. The 
building is in a high fiyle, of Moorilh architeaure. The afcent 
frdm the foot of the hill is by a flight of broad fieps, extending 

to the principal entrance, which is through a portal of great 
magnificence. After this we enter, a large [quare, paved through:' 

out, in which is the mo[quef and round the fides are apart .. 
ments for the' different prieRs. At the foot of _ the hill on 
which the mofque is Gluated are the . remains of the palace~ 

occupying a _great extent <;>f ground. rrhe palace is in total 
ruin, not a fingle apa~ment remaining;_ and the only part 

whic~ felVes to' give any idea of ~ts former beauty is the 
principal, gate.. At the back of the hills on which the 

JP.ofque and palace are built, was a lake, formed by great 
mounds -of earth, artificially raifed to keep in the water, on 
which, when th~ palace was inhabited, a- number of fine 

boats were kept of every defcription, for the entertainment 
of ,the Imperial Family. The boundaries Ci!ld banks of the 
lake, are now only to be traced, many parts of it being 'not 
only quite dry, but in aaual cultivation. Throughout this, 
part of the country t4e water is very bad, except at the 
mQfque, where it is quite the contrary,. tIie wells being funk 

~onfiderably lower dIan ufual, in _ faa, below the depth 
where the faIt-petre is; generated. ,While we c~ontinued here 
our. feelings informed US of a confiderable increafe in the 
heat of the weather" in the courfe of a few days •. 

s 2 
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WE remained at Futtypoor Sicri until the twenty-fixth, 
when the camp n;loved to Siedpoor; about feven cors, or a 
little more. Here ·we found the face of the country gre,atly 
altered;, we marched througE ,a territory in many parts well 

cultivated': to the S. W. of the ~iIIage it is, indeed, extremely 
beautiful, being varied with hills, the vallies and plains be

tween ~which were in fine cultivation. The vi11?ge itfelf had 

-bc;en but a few nfonths before plundered and burnt~ and all 

the inhabitants maffaq'ed, by Mahommed Beg Knawn, one 
of tnofe chiefs who difputed for the fovereignty under the 

Great Mogul" <?n ,the death of Nudjiif Khawn, and 'who, C( 

{hort time after, affaffinated with his. own hand, in a friendly 

meeting, {he chief of this army, Mirza"Shuffy Khawn; and 

for there and many fimilar crimes fuffered death, oy the 
order of Madajee Scindia, the'Mahraita chief. 

WE experienced great inconvenience about this time (rom 

the hOFwin~s, as the reader may well conceive, when he is 
informed that, in, the middle of the day, Farenheit's ther
mometer frood in' / the !hade 3;t t 06. 'The great quantities of 

{and alfo raifed by the wind prevented us from feeing the 

fun fet fO,r many days, the, atmofphere for ,many d~grees 
above the horizon being totally obfcured by the floating 
malfes of {and. Duripg my flay at Siedpoor there were fe

veraI' frorms of wind only; arifing in the north-eaR quarter, 

'and veering about until it fettl,ed in the Jo~th-wen. The 
country people call them aundees, iand typhawns; but 
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while they rage they -may well be' called -hurricanes; deRroy .. 
i!lg every thing in their courfe, and' being accompanied with 
ruch quantities of dun, as to have the appearance of ~ 

\ 

moving cavern approaching .to overwhelm the affrighted 
fpeRators. In one of thefe fiorms of wind not a fingle tent 
in 'the whole camp was left fianding. The dun raifed by 
the fiorm approaches' with a. wave-like motion, and affords· 
a dear idea of thofe tempeRs which are faid to happen on the 
piains of Arabia and in Africa, and which are fo admirably 

defcribed by ~ucan; and after him by Mr. Addifoh: 

Sudden th' impetuous hurricanes defcend, , \ 

Wheel through the air, in circling eddies play, 

Tear up the fands, and fweep whole plains away. 

The helplefs traveller, with wild furprize, .. -
Sees the dry defert all around hi~ rife, 

And, fmother'd in the dufty whirlwind, dies. 
} 

THE reader will perhaps have .pleafure in comparing thefe 

with 'th~ following lines of Thomfon: 

Strait the rands, 

Commov'd around, in gathering eddies play: 

Nearer and nearer, frill they dark'ning come,; 

Till, with the ,general allTinvolving frorJ[l 

Swept up, the whole continuous wilds arife: 

And, by their noon-day fount dejeCled thrown, 

Or funk at night in fad difaft'rous fleep 

Beneath defcending hills, the caravan 

Is buried deep. 
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My intentions of vifiting Dehli were fruLlrated by tlIe move

ments of the army under Mirza Shuffy Khawn; and as no 

probability appeared of reaching that, capital under the fanc

tion of MajorJ~rown's embaffy, and the country being over-run 

by two hofiile armies, as, well as by marauding parties from 

each, and invaded by the Sciks from the province of La .. ' 

hare, 1 was obliged in prudence to direB: my cour(e to

wards Gwalior. 1 therefore fent off all my baggage under 

tl;1e efcort of a 'party of reapoys, and took my leave of Ma
jor Brown on the 28th of April, at night. Added to the 

evils which 1 intimated above,. the whole country was at this 

tim~ infefted by band,S of robbers;, and during the march of 

my fmaJl tiarty they were attacked by a confidetable body of 

horfemen, but by the good condua of the havildar every 

thing was preferved. On the 29th I arrived at the village 

of Doh1poor, ,and on, the following day croffed the river 

ChumbuU, and marched three cofs, in a north-wen direaion, 

through the ·worn country I ever faw; full of ravines and 

deep hollow-way§. As foon as ,I reached the plain I en

camped under the walls of a large ~ud fort, which 'had been 

lately taken from the Rana of G hod, by Madajee Scindia, 

the Mahratta chief. The Killidar, or governor: treated my 
, 

people extremely well, and permitted them to purchafe 

grain and veget~bles' within the fortJ ~but would not fuifer 
me to enter it. 
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THE country through which I had lately paIred was mon 
dreary and defolate, !lot, a blade of verdure to be any 
where feen, _an'd the fun mon intenfely hot. O~ the 1ft of 
May I arrived ~t N urabad. This is a fmall town, with 'an 
old Rone fort in it, and a none bridge over a fmall nuIlah, 
(a branch of the ChumbulI) ,confining of feven tall and 
narrow pointed arches: at the extreme of the three center 
arches "are two open pavilions, rai~d upon the bridge~ 
crowned with domes on each fide; and a~ the extremes of the 
other two arches are fmall cones, all built of the fame none 
as the bridge, and finillied with little domes ~ the' remaining 
part of the bridge abuts againft the banks. On th~ following 
day I arrived at Gwalior. 

I SHOULD have remarked, that throughout the whole of 
~he above country, which I paIred in my way from Dohl .. 
poor* there did not appear the fmaIleR trace of cultivation, 
nor was there even a hut to be feen. The feafon, it is true, 
was the worn in the year for the appearance of the country, 
and the' hot winds had fet in with uncommon violence, which 
defiroy every ,thing in their courfe, like the Angel of Defo .. 
lation.. Befides all thefe unfavourable circumO:ances, it muR 
a1fo be remembered~ that t~is is the bordering country, 
which lies b~tween the fine province of l\1alwa and that 
;country yet remaining under' the dominion of the .Great 
Mogul;. and it has conCequently been, ever flnce the dlah-
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IHhment of the Mahratta' power, the fcene of ,perpetual 

wars. 

THE fort of Cw~lior is, feated on the top 'of a, confider--'able· mountain, rifing (rom a perfea flat cquntry: To the 
weft are fome confiderable hjIls, a~ong which is the pafs of 
Narwah, leading ,to Ougion, the capital of the Malwah -
country, at prefent poffeffed by Madajee Scindia. 'The 
rock on which the fort is fi~uated is on every fide perpendi
culat, 'either Py nature or art. At the north-weft end is t4e 
citadel and a palace, and a chain of feven gates Ieadipg to 
the town at the foot of the mountain. ( Th~ town, and in
deed' the whole 'bare of the mountain, is furrounded by a 
wall; and the place has 'been generally confidered, by Eu-. 
ropeans, as the Gibraltar of the Eafi,_ as well for its natural 
fituation a$ for the, worKs that _h-ave~been conilruaed' fox 'its 
fecurity. The town is large, and contains fome few remains 

~ 

of good houfes, and amofque. ) 

DURING the time of 'the Mogul government this plac~ 
was the {late prifon, where the obnoxious branches of 

the Royal F~mily wete always confined, and where they 
were allowed, for their amufement, ~ large menagerie of 
beafis, fuch as lions,; tigers, &c. On the top of the moun
tain, I am told, __ there are' co~fi~erabI~ cultivated plains, and 
a good {uPpJy of _water; infOmuch, that. 'a vigilant and ac
tive governor might defend it againfi almoft any numbe~ of 
enemies, who could only attack it from below. 
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~HlS ancient and celebrated fortrers is fituated in the 

lieart pf Hindoftan Proper, being ab.out eighty miles to the 

Couth of Agra, the ancient capital of the eropir:e, and on~ 

hundred and thirty from the neareft part 'Of the Ganges. 
From Calcutta it is, by the neareft route, upwards .of eight 

hundred, miles; nine hundred and ten by the ordinary road; 

. ~ about two hundred and eighty from the Britifh fron..., 

~ers. 11\ the 'ancient diVifion of the empi}e it is cWfed in 
the· fubah of Agra, and is often mentioned in hiftory as the 
capital of.a diftria which produced a large revenue. We 

fuft read ~f jt in the -.lftftory of Hindoftan, in· the year 
1008; and, during' the two' following centuries; it was twice 

reduced by famine. It is probable that it muft, in all ages, 

have been a military pol\: of the utmoft conrequente~ both 
from jts fittiation in'refpect tathe capital, and from the pe
culiarity of its fcite, which was generally deemed irop:.;-eg ... 

nable. With refpeEt: to its relative-pofition, it muft be con ... 
fidered, that it francis on th.~ pnl'lcipal road, leading from Agra 

to Malwa, Guzerat, and the Decan; and that near the . - -

'place where it enters the hilly tract, which advances' from 

BundelcUnd, Malwa, 'and Agimere, to a parallel with the 

river Jumna, throughout the greateft part of its courfe. From 
thefe circuinftances, as well as- from its natural and acquired, 

advantages as a fornefs, ~e polfeffio~ of it was deemed as 

neceIfary to the ruling emperors of Hindoftan, as Dover CaftIe 

might be to the' ,Saxon and Norman Kings of Englal1d. 
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.ON the difineinberment of the Mogul empire, Gwalior 

appears to have fallen to- the- lot of ~ Rajah of the Jaut tribe. 

of Hindoos, who aJtqmed' tli(f government of. th~ ~firia: in 
which it is immediately fituated, under the trtle of .Rana of 

Gohud or Gohd. Since that period it (has changed mafters 

more than once,: the Maharattas, whofe dominions extend to 
,-

the neighbourhood of it, 'having fometimes' po£felfed it" an~J 
at other times, the Rana; but the means of transfer ·were 

always either by famine or treachery. 

GWALIOR was in the poffeffion of 'Mad~ee 'SCindia in the 

year 'J 779; at the clofe -of which year'the Goverrlor .General 

and Council of Bengal concluded a11 alliance with the Rana 
of Gohd; in confeq-q.ence of which, four battalions-.of Seapoys, 

of five hundred men each, and fome pieces of artillery~ were 
reilt to his affifiance, his diftriCt being over-run by the Maha. 
rattas, and he himfelf fhut up in his fortrefs of Gohd. 

The grand objeCt of this alliance was to penetrate into 

Scindia's country, and finally to draw him from tl}e weftem 

fide of India,' where he then was, attending the motions of 
General Goddard~ who. was employed in the reduClion' of 

Guzerat. In adopting this meafure~ the idea of Mr. :fJaftings 

was, that when Scindia found his own dominions~'in danger, 

he would detach himfelf from the confedera9" of which he 

was the principal member, and thus leave matters open for 

an accommodation with the court of Poonah, the principal 



INn I A... i3~ 

{eat of the Maharatta governmenf; and 'the event was anfwer
able to this expetl:ation. Major, now Colbnel Popham, was 
~pp~futed to the '(;ommand of this .1little army, fent to the 
Rana's, affiftance, and was very fuccefsful, as well in clearing 
the country of the enemy, as in expelling them from one of, 
their moft valuable diftria~, and keeping poifeffion of it. 
Mr. Haftings, who' juftly co~cluded that the ~apture of Gwa
Ilor, if praCticable) would nQt only operi the way into.Scindia,'s 
co~try, .but would aIfo' add to the reputation. of the Britifh 
arms, in a degree much beyond. the rifque and expence of , . 
the undertaking~ repeatedly expreifed his opinion to Major 
Popham, together With a willi that it might be attempted • 
and' foup.ding his hopes 'of Cuccets on the confidence that the 
garrifon would probably have in the natural ftrength of the 

place, it was determihed tha~ it fupuld be attacked. As the 
fuccefs) therefore, of this enterprize is only generally known, 
I.have added the following account of the manner of obtain
ing poifeffion of it, from a.1ettet wri~en by Capt'!in Jon3:th~ 

~tt" at J:hq.~ .time Perfian interpreter to' Major Pop4~, t~ 
his .brother Major John .Scott, who has obligingly permitted 
the infertion of it in this work: 

c, THE fo~efs of Gwalior .frands on a yaft rock of ,about 
four ntiles in length; but 'narrow,. and of unequal breadth~ 
an~ nearly flat. on the top. The fIdes are- fo' fteep, as to 

,appear almoft perpendicular in every part.i for where it was 
t ~ 
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-not naturally fo, it ,has been fcraped away s ancl the, heightf 
{rom the plain below, is from two hundred :to three' hundred 
feet. The rampart conforms to the edge af ,the pre~ipice 
,aIr round~ and the only entrance ·i~ by fieps running up. 
the fide of the rock, defended on the fide- next the country 
by a wall a~d baItions, and farther guarded by {even frone 

gateways, at certflin diftances from 'each other. The area 
. within , is full of noble buildings, refervoirs of 'water, wells, 
and" cultivated land; fo that it is really a little diftriB: in 
itfelf. At the north:"we:l]: foot of the mpq:p.tain is~ th~ town" -.gretty. larg~, well built, the houfes all of tione. To 'have 
,befieged !his place would have- been ,vain; tor not4ipg but 
a {utprize or blockade coulc;l have carried it .. 

" A TRIB.t of banditti, from the diftriB: of the, Rana, had 
·been accuftomed to rob about this town, and once in the 
dea~ of night had climbed up the rock, and got into the 
fort. This intelligencethey had .communicated to the Rana, 
who oft~n .thought of availing himfelf of it, but was fear .. 
ful of undertaking an enterprize of fu~h moment with hi~ 
own troops. At length he informed Major Popham of it, 
who fent a party of the rob1?ers to conduCt fome of 
his own {pies to Pte {pot: they accordingly 'climbed up 
.in the riight, and, "found that the guards generally ':Vent 
to fleep after their rounds. Major Popham now ordered 
ladders to b~ made, but with fo, mJlch fecrefy, that, until 
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the night of the furprize, only myfelf and a few otheri 
knew of it., 

.. 
cc o~ the" 3d of Augqft, in the evening, a party was ordered 

to be in readinefs to march, under the comm~nd of Capta~ll 
William Bruce;. ana Major Popham put himfelf at the head 
of two battalions, which we~e immediately to follow the fiorm'l" 
.ing party. To prevent, as muc~ as }lollible, any noife in ap
proaching or afcending the rock, a kind ot {hoes, of woollen 
cloth, were made for the Seapoys, and ftuffed with cotton. 
At eleven o'clock the whole_ 'detachment moved from the 
camp at Reypoor, eight miles fr~m Gwalior;o through unfre ... 
que~ted paths, and reached it a little before day-break. Jull: 
a~ Capt. Bruce ~rived at the foot of the rock, he faw the 
lights which accompanied the rounds moving along th~ ram
parts, and hear4 the centinels 'cough (the mode of fignify
,ing that all is well in an Indi~n camp or garrifon), which 
might have c!amped the fph-its of many men, but ferved 
only to infpire him with more confidence, as the moment 
for action, that is, the- interval between the palling: of the 
rounds was now afce~ained: accordingly:. .when the lights 
wen~ gone, th~ wooden ladders were placed againft the 
rock, and one of .the robbers firft mounted1 'land returned 
~ith an account that the guard- was retired to fleep. Lieu ... , 
tenant Cameron, our engineer, next mounted, and tied a 
rope, ladder to the- battlement .of the wall; this kind Qf 
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ladder being the only one adapted to the purpore of fcaling 
the wall in a body (the wooden ones only ferving to 
afcend the crag of th~ rock, and ,to afiift -in fixing "the rope 

ladder). When all was ready, Captain Bruc~,. with twenty 
Seapoy grenadiers, affenlbled without bei~g difcovered, and 

fquatted do~n under the parapet.. but, befor~ a reinforce

ment arrived, three- of . the party. had" fa littie tecolleCl:io~ as 
to fire on fome of the gariifon; who: happ~ned to he lying 
afleep' near them; this had nearly ruined the 'w~ole ·plan; . -
the garrifon -were of courre alarmed, arid Tan in' gr~t .nuDi. 
bers towards the place; hllt~ ignorant of t~ ftrength 'of the 

aifailants (as the men fired. on had been killed outright), 

they {uffered themfelves to be ftopped by the waiJIl fire kel?t 
lIP by the (mall party of grenadiers, until Major Popham 
himfelf, with' a cbnfidetable reinforcement,. _,came to .,th~,iF 

aid~' The garrifon the!) retrea\ed to "the' .inner ~buildings; 

ahd uifcharged a few rockets, but Coon lafterwards retreated .. 

precipitately through the gate';· whiU\: .. the 'priricipal offiCers, 
thus deferted, .aifetnbled :together in one' h011fe, . and hung out 
a. whit~ flag. ~ajor ,P.opham .. fent :an.. .officer to ;give them 

, a~urance of quarter ~nd protection i . ~nd. thus., in the {pace 

at two. hours~ this; impolta~~ and: aftonifhirtg f()r~efs. ;was' 

¢ompleteb' in 'our' poffeffion.~" we. h~~ only. twenty, .. men 
'w~unded.~ and ilo'ne killed. On the:fide 9f\the enemy, Bapo-:. 
gee~ ·the; 9ov¢rnQr~ was: .kil1ed~ :an<\- moB: ot the :prIncipal 

, ,offi.cera were': :WQ-Qnded~F 
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IT'is neceIrary to add to this account, thatr~me time after, 
the fort was given lip to the Rana of Gohd, who kept poffe{~ 
fion ~f it ~til the time of which I am now 'fpeaking; the 
peace being agreed on between Jhe Britifu Government and 
Scindia, although not finally fettled, that chief found himfelf 
~t leifure to in~eft it OIice more, and was at this time before 

, , 

th~ place with {eventy thoufand men: he, however, only 
effeCted its redu~ion by the treachery of one of the Rana's 

officers, who admitted a party of the Maharatta troops. A 

view ,of Gwalior is given, taken on that fide where the Englifh 
"troops efcaladed, which was near the centre of the length of 
the mountain. 

JT would be the fieight of ingra~tude not to make my 
acknowledgments, in this place, to' Meffrs. Anderfons, who 
were ,then iIi Scindia's camp, fortn4"tg the treaty of peace aild 
alliance between th~ Engliili. Company and Madajee Sc~diaa 

and which was, afterwards fo ,ably _concluded by thofe gentIe~ 
men .. for the lUlcommoll attentions I there received._ l\-fr. 

Anderfon had rent an efcort of Maharatta horfe to Dohlpoor 

for 'f!ly protection, which was abfolutely neceffary, from the 
then fiate of the co~try. 

FROM the fatigue I had un.dergone, from the violent heats 

and expofure to the {uni in making my drawings; I found 
myfelf about this time, as indeed I h~ been for fome. tim~ 
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back, in' a very indifferent ftate of health; nor was I able to 

fiir abroad for many days after my arriv,al at Gwalior: in. 
ihort, when I was, I was prevented from vifiting 'the camp or 

the Maharattas, flnce the peace not being fully adjufted, many 

fufpicions might have arifen to retard what was now fo ar

dently defired, thefe people ~ot haviI).g the remoteft idea of 

any perron vifiting .countries for fcientific information, in any 
tine whatfoever. After remaining ten days, I therefor~ de

termined to purfue my jounu~y, W!th all expedition, to Luck
now; and accordingly proceeded by Dauk ~earers, and left my 

fervants, with my baggage, to follow at leifure . 

. I' SET off on the 12th,' at night, and reached Gohd on 

th.e following -day, where I ftopped a few hours to- re£refh 
myfe1f: here I fouM an Engliihman, who was a watch

maker, but at this ti~e commanded two battalions of the 

Rana's infantry; he expreffed himfelf hea.rtily tired of his 

military career, and a willi to return within the Britifu terri
tory, to his former .occupation, as :he had made fo~e little 
property in the &rna's fervice, which he wiilied to retreat with, 

but had n9 me.aus to convey it, not being Juffered to depart i 

he therefore requefted I would take charge of a caiket for him 
t~ Lucknow, which J readi~y did, and delivered it to his friend. 
Had I, ,however, forefeen the difma! > country I was to pafs 
through) I fhould have been extremely averfe to thi$' under

~g; for~ from the town of Gohd, it is hardly pofiibl~ far 
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the imagination to figure any thing fa difmal, dutky. and bar
ren. There were no villages, and fcar~ely a- human being to 

be found, until 1 arrived near the river Chumbull, the banks of 

which are very nigh, and -defcending through deep ravines, in 
fome of which are huts: in this part, as a ftranger paifes, every 

now ana then a favage-like being ftarts out, completely armed 
-in their way; fortunately,. however, the cOWltenance of an 
European is, in the prefent day, a paff'port. I was :tWo days 
and a night on this journey from Gwalior to Etaya. The 
heats~ in the,middle of the day were extreme, and the bearerS'J 
having one day ~{fed their way in ~s ocean of ran~ they 
fet me down,. -and left me, while they went fome diftance to a 
hut to enquire the" road. In this fituation I was for upwards 
of two-hours, when fome of them returned; and heru:tily r~
joiced I was at the fight of a human being: it was impoffible, 
indeed, to -b~ angry at their long !tay, when I confidered what 

they muft have fuffered. Qn my arrival at Etaya, the fight of 

a few green l herbs. made me confider it as almoft a very 
,Eden. 

ON the 16th, I finifhed this journey at 'Lucknow, when 
the heats and fatigue I ha.d fuffered broug!1t on a violent 
dyfentery, and a .palpitation at the heart, from which I was 
long 1n recovering. Colonel Polier .received me with his

wonte~ hofpitality; and I remained with that gentleman about 

ten days: my indifpofition, however, rather increafing than 

u 
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abating, his houfe be~ng a large bungelow, '* was conre

quently Nery hot, and therefore 'Colonel Martin, who had a 

large brick houfe, had the goodnefs to Invite me to his, where, 
by his great and moO: friendly care, and' the adminifteririg· 

of proper remedies, I gradually' recovered ~ to him, therefore, 

I may now fay lowe the life I at prefent .enjoy. 

I CANNOT .oUt add, that, independent of this circum
fi:ance) I feel a weight of ob~gations to that gentleman, for 

the many and repeated infrances of his kind and friendly 

attention. During my fray in his ,houfe I painted feveral 
piaures, among others a large one, a Vie\Y of the Palace o{ 
the Nabob, from which a print has been engraved,. which' 

is annexed • 

.. 'Bungelows are buildings in India, generally raiTed on a. bare of hrick, one, ' 

two, or three feet from the ground, and confift only of one ftory; the plan of 

them ufually is, a large room in the c~nter for an leating: and fitting room, and 

J;ooms at each corner fur fleeping; the whole is covered with one general thatch, 
which comes low to each fide: the (pace between the'angle rooms are virande~s, 
or open porticoes, to fit in during the evenings: the center hall is lighted from 
the fides with windoWs) and a large iloor in the center; fometimes the center vi

randers, at each end) ate converted into rooms. 
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C H· A P. VIII. 

Departure from L1Jtlmow~Y OJage down the River Goomty
Danger from Banditti-Jionpoor-Mauflleum-S'!!feram-Mau

Joleum if Shere Shah-Death of Mr .. CJe",tland-4rn"'Val at Ca/
cutta-ReJleCiions on the State of tf;e ..Arts in Will-A new 
Prqetl-Advice to ArlfJJs travelling in India. 

FINDING myfelf tolerably recovered, I now determined to 

return towards Calcutta,. and, inftead of travelling the faqle 
rQut by which I came, I refolved -to pafs by 'water down the 

river Goomty.. I left Lucknow, therefore, on the 16th of 

July; and, from the various windings 9f the river, I did not 
enter the Ganges (into which the river falls) until the 1ft of 
AugUft. 

THE DanKS .or tDlS river are, in moft places, very beautiful, 
and at this feafoI;l particUrlarly fo~ haviI.1g. finooth, floping 
'banks of vegetable earth, and a fine v&rdure. There 

are many villages on its banks;' between Lucknow and 
the town of Jionpoo~, but lef~ cultivation, than I fhould have 

judgedJ would have been neceffary from the apparent p0l>u

lation. It is fomewhat dangerous to proceed down -:t¥s river 

\12 
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without an efcort of the military for proteetion :' near the vil

lage of Sultanpoor, there appeared a body of about fifty horfe 
belonging to a famous marauder Rah Sing, who had made 
himfelf extremely obnoxious' by his depredations. His .party 

watched my boats the whole of one night, within fifty yards of 
us i the alertnefs of my Seapoys, however, prevented any 
attaclt, and at day-break the party marched off. 

NOT Jar from where this river enters the.Ganges, Rands the 

fort of Jionpoor,'a building of confiderable ~xtent, on a high - - . 
bank commanding the bridge, It is now chiefly in ruins, though 

formerly, fiom ftrength and natural fituation, it commanded the 

country from the Ganges quite to Lucknow: Jt was built by 
Sultan Feroz Shah, about the year 1102., and this place at one 

time was the feat of an empire. Chaja Jehan, Vizier to Sultan 
Mahummud Shah, during the minority of. his fon, Sultan 

Mamood Shah:. affumed the title of ~ultail Shirki (or king of the 
Eail:) i and took poffeffion of Ballar, a nd fixed his refidence at 

Jionpoor, where he built the great musjiid or maufofeum, 
which is ftill remaining, for·'the interment of himfeif and his 

family. This ruin Is a great pyramicI in the front, blunt at 

the top,-the apex b~in~ cut off} the front is covered with orna
ments. Over the center of the building ;n which are the 

• 
remains of the tombs, rlfes a dome, but much below the front 

of the building 'Which is {een from without; there has alfo 
been a fquare of buildings in the front, as appears by the foun .. 
. dations,which now only remain. 
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THE bridge of frone crofrmg the Goomty at this place is 

in tolera~le repair, and confUl:s of fixteen pointed arches; on_ 

the- top of the bridge are many little lhops on both fides built 

of frane. From a Perfian infcription on the bridge, we find 

it was founded by Khan 'khannah,- Vizier to the Emperor 

Acbar, and Subah of the province of Oud, in the year 1567. 
The found principles upon. which this bridge is built, are proved 
by its having withftood, for fuch a'length of time, the force 'of 

the fiream, which it?- the time of the rains is very great. The 

inundations have :heen frecluently known to rife even over the 

- bridge, infomuch, that in the year 1774, a whole brigade of 

the Britllh forces pafi"ed over it in boats. * 

THE river Goomty falls into the Ganges at a ~all difl:ance 

. below the city or Benares, whence I proceeded direCl: to Buxar. 

At this time I alfa determined to make a journey to Safi"eram, 

twenty cofs inland, the birth-place of the ~mperor Shere Shah, 

to vifit the maufoleum of tha~ .Emperor, and to make drawings 
of it. This being th~ fearon.of the rains, it was with difficulty 

I could 'pafs in my palankeen; in many places the bearers 

waded above their middle in water, and the whole ground was 

one cOD;tinued fwamp. 

I COULD not but be greatly ftruck with the grandeur of 

this monument, rifmg from the center of a large {quare lake, 

each fide bounded by mafonry, and defcending to the water by 

.. A brigade confUls of tell thoufand men. 
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ftone fteps on every fide, now greatly ruined. I judged, by walk
ing round the lake, and meafuring it by time, to exceed a mile. 

The plan of this maufoleum is a {quare bafe, rifing from the 

center of the lake, having at each angle pavilions crowned with 

domes, and finifhed with a cull us ; from this bafe was a bridge, 
that, from the ruins now remaining, muft have confifred of fix 

pointed arches, which communicated to the fide of the lake, and 

on two fides are a double flight of fteps to the water; on the 
bafe is raifed an octagon building, having three pointed arches 

in each face, and on each angle are pavj1ions finifhed like the 
former. Somewhat behind this runs an oCtagon with one win

dow in each fide, and on the angles, pavilions like the others 

below; behind this is likewife an oCtagon, ninety-two feet in 
diameter, and from the extremes fpring the dome, which is 

finifhed on the top by a fmall pavilion, like thofe already de
fcribed. A great part of the building is now covered with 
Ihrubs and trees, which have taken root within the frones, and 
promife a fpeedy decay, if not a total overthrow, of this grand 
pile. Tht: country in thf' neighhollrhood is hilly; and fur

rounding the lake are hills, formed by the excavations when 

it was firft made; moil: of thefe are now covered with trees. 
The infide of the building is perfe:Hy plain, nor does it 

appear ever to have had any decorations. The tomb of the 
Emperor is il:ill remaining in the center, with feveral others 

furrounding it, which are thofe of his children. The dome, 

like the reft of the building, is of a fine grey free frone, now 

difcoloured by age and neglect. 
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ON my return to Buxar, I proceeded to Bauglepoor, where 
I found my friend Mr. Cleveland on the bed of ficknefs, which 

in lefs than three months deprived the Indian world of his 

valuable life, a lofs irretrievable to his friends, and moil: 

feverely felt by the public. 

A C'ONC;TA NT, :m(11nneeo ~n lnceffant application to public 
bufinefs, without fufficient care of a very neliratf' frame, and 
poftponing until it became too late, the expedient of trying 
a more favourable climate, terminated the mortal exiftence of 
this ineil:imable man, who died on board a fhip, at the mouth 

of the Ganges, in which he had embarked for the Cape of 

Good Hope. His remains were brought back in the pilot vef
fel that had attended the fuip, and were afterwards depofited 

at Bauglepoor, where a handfome monument was ereCted to 

his memory. 

I ARRIVED at Calcutta on the 24th of September, after a 
journey of nine months and fourteen days, through a country 
which had once been fubjeCl: to the Moguls; the greateft and 
the richeft empire, perhaps, of which the human annal~ can 

produce an inftance, and which was adorned by many really 
great characters in politics and in arms. 

I CANNOT look back at the various fcenes through which I 

paired in thefe excurfions, without almoil: involuntarily in

dulging a train of refleCtions relative to the ftate of the arts, 
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under this, as well as, under the Hind~ government. The 

amazing monuments which are ft~l1 _to pe "fourid ~, India, 

prove the Mu1fulman conquero~s,; to have been w~l1 acqu~ted 
with the principles of arch~tea:ure,J, and at leaft to have had a 

tafte for-grand compofition; in pain~ng, on t4e contrary, they 
have only exercifed themfelves in -miniatur~, many of which 

are highly beautiful i~ ~ompofition and in delicacy of c~~ur ; 
their atteJllP~s j!1 t!lis art .h~ve alfo been confined to water~ 
coloura ; and they have laboured under a further difadvantage, 
the religion of Mahommed prohibiting all refembl~~es of 
animated nature. Whether th~ Ar~Qs ~ave ever tranfgreffed 

the law in thi~ point,. 1 know, not i but probably" on. ac", 

co~nt of the remotenefs of Indi~ froni th.e origina~ feat 'o~ the 
religion of Mahomed, it may ,have loa much of its rigour, and 

may, therefore, have left the pdnce~ Qf J!1di~ at ,more liberty 

to indulge themfelves in this elegant art. 

IN fculpture there are no ~ftance$ Qf exce.llence aty.ong 

the Moors, except in ,the Taje Ma.h4e.l at. i\gr~.t 'llPQn -~hich 
there are flowers c.:arved with conft.de~able. abiJi.ty.J 

/ 

THE Hindoos appear to, me :to. fi(e fVR~d'or: to the Mahom .. 
medans in the ornamental parts of arc.b.iteCl~c. Some of the 
{euIptur,s in their buildings are very highly to_ be commended 

for the beauty bf the. e;xecutiQI.l i. t]1~y maY2.'il}de~ be faJd to 

,be very finely; drawn~, and_ C.llt with: ~ pecul~ru: iliarpnefs. T~e 
inftallCe: which ia produced in . this. work Qf a, CQlmn.llJ(oxn. the 



I N, D'J A. l53 

temple of Vis Vilha, .at Benares" will prove it aIthQ~gh cut 
in fre~-fione. A fimilar ~infiance cut in black bafalt, in th~ 

colIe8ion of Charles Townley, Efq. (on whjch are ornaments 
Jimilar to thofe whIch, is 1~ferred to above} is a firiking, proof 

of their power in th!s art. This c.olumn was brought from 

~our, an ancient city. (z,.oW' totally 4emolilhed) &tuated on 
the' eafiern {hore 0,£ the Ganges, nearly appofite to Rajema

.hel. . I have feen many inftances of can metal fiatues, rela

tive to Hindoo mythol~gy, that prove their perfea know .. 
ledge in the art of calling. There works, as- they apply 10 

.the religion of Bramah~ are both curious .and valuahle; but, 

as they are purely JIlythQlogical, the artiRs have only con

fidered the fYPlbolical 1:h~raae.r i without the proper atten· 
tion, and,_ perhaps, w.ith~ut a power of giving a p~rfea 
beautiful form, ruth as we fee in the ,Grecian fiatues. 

THE paititings of the Hindoos, as they are, like .their 

Iculpture, chiefly ppplied to rep'reCent the objeas of their 
religious worfhip, are certainly not fo perrea as the Moorilh 
pjaures, which are all portraits. A-,~onftant <Rudy of fimple 

nature, it is well known, will produce ~ refemblapce which 
is fometimes afionilliing, and which the painter of id.eal ob .. 
jeCls never can al.'rive at. 

I CANNOT clofe there pages, 'without mentioning an in .. 
~entiori which I entertained. .after my Ian jourri~y" ,of under;. 

taking another from .the Ganges. through tpe Deccan, to 
I 

x. 
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the wefiern coaft of India; and which I Ibould rec5mmend 
, , 

to the attention of any artift who 'may be induced to vifit 
India, in future, with intentions ,fimilar to thofe which 

, , 
drew me from my native country. I meant to have com-. 
menced my journey at Benar~s, -and :finHhed at Stir~t. As 
this is a part of Inaia untrod den by an a~tift, mU,ch mattq 
might be colleaed relativ~ to the Rate of ancient India, as 
lIlany of the Rajahs in that part of the ~ountfy porrefs lands 
handed dow~ fr.om the earlieft period of the Hindoo re
cords. .J mun think, from what I have feen of the Hindoo 
c4a~aaer, that fuch a journey m.ight be carried i~to execu:' 
tion with perfea fafety, land wo_uld add greatly to our fiock 
of knowledge relative to the Eafiern continent. 

I T is but too ~rue that the expences would be confiderabIe~ 
from the neceffity of being attended py -a great nui:nber of 
fervants; fo't, as is jufily obferved by Mr. Orme, in his 
fecond volume, " J'he different caftse 9f the Indian religion 
beiqg appropriated to fpecific and hereditary vocations~ 

many of them \ are entirely prohibited from fervile offices 
and hard labour; and of thofe allotted to fuch occupations, 
each muft abide by that alone to which he was born: the 
h?fbandman would be di{ho~oured by employing his rPat~ 

" 

tock, excepting in the field he is to fow; and even lower 
races have their difiinaions, infomuch, that the cooly, who 
carries a burden on his 4ead, will not carry it-on his {houl:
der." . The reputation, however,_ that would neceffarily at. 
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tend the completion of'ruch an undertaking, would be more 
gratifyipg . than 'whatever wealth might be accumulated in 
,the common ,track of profeffional purfuits. 

A P,AINT£R for fuch purfuits ought neceffarily to be en
dowed with three great 'qualities'; a pe~fea. knowledge of his 
art, and with powers to ex~cute readily and correaly ; judg"
'ment to chufe his fuojeas; and fancy to combine and dif
pofe them to. advantage. The firft I 'mua fuppofe him pof
feffed of;' in the fecond is included the choice of filbjea, 
with the knowledge of all the parts neceffary for fuch a 
fubjeCi; and. in the third js included the combination of all 
th~ different parts, fo a~ to produce a, general effea: but 
the imagination muft be under the ftria guidance ~f cool 
judgment,. or we {ball ha~e fanciful reprefentati~ns inftead of 
the truth, which, above all, muft be the objeS: of fuch Ie-

/ 

fearches. Every thing has a particular charaaer, and cer .. 
tainly it is the findin,g out the real and natural charaaer 
which' is required; for {bould a painter be poffeffed off the 
talerits of a Raphael, and were he to reprefent a Chinefe 
wit~ .t~e beauty of "a Grecian charaaer and form, however 
excellent .his work- might be, it would frill have no pre .. 
tenfions to reputation as charaaerillical of that nation. 

MANY other tours in that interefting country might be 
undertaken ~y the enterprizing -artift. We know that the 
whole coaft ,of Malabar PQffeffes pi8urefque beauty equal to' 
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any ,country on earth; and how valuable would be the re
prefentation of that fcenery, whether as a natural obj~a, or 
as conneaed with the hiftory of the cQuntry, and the man
ners of the people? Pi.Etures are colleaed from their v~lue 
.as_ fpecimens of human excellence and genius exercifed in 
,a ·fine art, and judly are they fo.: but I c~nnot help think
lng, that they would rife ffill higher in eftimation, were they 
conIieaed with the -hiliory of the various countries, ~d did 
they faithfully fepfefent the manners of mankind. 

FINIS. 
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