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p. REF ACE. 

THE intimate connexion which has fo long 
fubfilled between this country and the continent of India, 
naturally renderS every Englifliman deeply interelled in all 

- that relates to a quarter of the globe wnich has been the 
theatre of fcenes highly important to his country; and 
which, perhaps, at the moment when he perufes the de­
fcription of it, may be the refidence or the grave of fome of 
.his deareR friends. 

.. I't is only matter of furpri~e, that, of a country fo ne,arly 
allied to us, fo little 'lliould be known. The public is, in­
.deed, greatly indebted to the learned labours of gentlemen, 
who have refided there; for the information which they have 
afforded concerning the Laws and the Religion of the, Hin­
dod tribes; as well as for correa and well digelled details 
of the tranfaB:ions of the Mogul government. But, of _the 
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face of the country. 0.£ its a!tsJ and natural produRions~ lit­
tl,e has yet been faid. Gentlemen who have refided long in 
India lore the idea of the firfl: impr~ffion which that very 
curious country makes upon .an eotire {hanger: the novelty 
is foon effaced~ and the mind, by a common apd natural 
operation_ foon direRs its views. to- more abfiraR fpeculation; 

reafoning affumes the place of obfervation, and the traveller 
is loft in the philQfopher. 

To, fupply, in fame flight degree, this hiatus in the topo­

~raphic~ .department of literature, is the imrpediate objeCt 
of the followipg pages. It will,. I flatter myfelf, not he dif.. 

agreeable to my Teaders.:to be inforrned, that the)' ronfill ,of 
~,- few plain obfervation~, noted down upon the fpot, in,the 

fimpJe: garb of truth, without the {maHeR embellilhment 

from 6aion, or froin fancy. They were ~hiefly intended for 
my own amufement, arid to enable me ,to .explain to my 
friends a numQer of drawings which I had made .during my 
refidence in India, fame of which accompany the prefent 

publication. The apology is trite; but in this ~afe its truth, 

and the refPeEtability of .the name to which I 'refer, mull 

plead my excufe ..•..• it -was owing -e-ntirely 10 ·the influence 
,and. perfuafion of my maR juftly ~fleemed friend, Henry 
James :Pye, Efq. :Pn~t Laureat, that 1hefe ohfer.vations have 

been fubmitted to 'a .tribunal, which I have ever' regarded 
with awful ref peEt ...... T JiE ~J1BLI c. 



'WHfLE I acl{nQwledg~ -my h~flrt7f~J~ pbligfl:~jpp'$ tp -9I)~ 

-frien~, it is .nQr. r~pntifi~p~ ·wjth IDY, pr.e.ren~ f~~ljngs t9 P.JPjt 

#le kind attentionJ .of jlqQtpe.r., My 1~:r:Q~~ frien~~ .p,~ .. 
Gregory, by his l.lerufal ~M r~vif!Q1) 9r rqy .II}~quf<;ril?t~: ~C;>A­
tributed greatly to' le{f~n 'rP,y flppr~h~nfi9,ns pf tha,t'Qr.Q.~;tl tp 

which 1 was about t-o c.Qmmi~ IDyfelf; iaI)~ tqqggl} p~ lnfifis 
upon my fiating, th~_t . his cQ~:-r~~io~ w~r~ ~JIIlAQ: '~IJ.~h:~Jy 

verbal, y.et I cannot. 1>\\t :be . cPp.r<;i~usl \ha~J ~Wj~PRU$ ;~tl~m, 

the work would ha.ve _ap;p-~~r~lq, ig.: " {Jill :lIlOfR ft:@.p~rf~&t 
fiate. 

, AFTER all, 1 am aware that I fian..d in. ,meedi of every 

candid allowance on the part of my readers. It .is evident 

that the Hudies abfolutely r~quifite to any degree of profi­

ciency in a liberal art, aQd the praCtice of that art after­

wards as a profeffion, can leave but. little leifure for the 

~ultivation- of literature; and perhaps my engagements have 

been even ~ore unfavourable to this objeCt than thofe of moil 

artifis. A long circumnavigation, and the ptofeffional la. 

bour required in completing the works for Captain Cook's 

fecond voyage, occupied me for feveral years; and a voyage 

to India, with my different excurfions in -that country, ab ... 

forbed no inconfiderable portion of my time and attentiqn. 

ON another part of this work I .can fpeak with rather 

more confidepce, becaufe I am lefs perfonally concerned; 

and becaufe, as far as I am concerned, I appear in my pro. 
- \ 
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per profeffional charaaer. Th~, drawings, from which the 
Iplat~s for this work are engraved, I have already men­
-doned were 'made upon the fpot: and, to the utmon of my 
'ability, are fair· and 'accurate reprefentatioJls of the originals ... 
Of the execution of the plates, whil~' I feel that too much 
cannot be faid, my fenfes fufficiently convince me that it is 
unneceffary to fay any thing. . I therefore conclude with 
{hortly returning my thanks ,to the artiUs -for the dne and 

attention they have bellowed-upon them. 

QyEEN STllEET, May Fair, 

Feb. 18, .. 1793. 
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