


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































v

Book XIIL PONDICHERRY,

qut‘fi(?m hence ofi the 29t.}1, the day appointed ; but Captain Prefton
having two days before taken 2 'mud fort, called Penamalee, fituated
at the opériing of the hills, pofted a ftrong' guard there, which the
enemy miftaking for the whole of his force, retired again,’ and after-
wards hearing of the difpblitior§s ‘made fronr the Englith camp, re-
folved t& proceed as-before in feparate troops.

On the zd-of_Séptémbei- arrived at Cuddalore three of the King's
thips, convoying feveral'of the Company’s ‘from England. Of the
men: of wat twa were the America, and'Medway, each of 6o guns,,
which compleated the fquadron before Pordicherry to 17 fail of’
the line. In the Company’s thips were-part ‘of a Highland regiment,
fupplied by the govetnment, in addition to the troops it"had already
fent to Indid. 'Thefe’'mighty aids witneffed in this quarter of the
globe, as equal efforts, wherefoever neceflary, in every other, the
fuperior energy of that mind, who pofiefling equally the confidence
of his fovereign and 'the nation, condued the arduous and exten-
five war in which they were engaged againft their great and only
nval.

Thé farhe evéning Colonel Coote ordered 400 men to march and
inveft the fort of Ariancopang ; but Colonel Monfon, the next in com-
mand, did not approve the gperation, although it had been pleaded to.
Admiral Stevens, -as thelprincipal inducement to-land the marines of

the quadrbn! and Colonel Coote, -not to-difguft pertmacity, when

concurrence was {o neceflary, countermanded: the-detachment.
‘Mr. Lally received information, that thedetachment had been

* paraded, 'and fufpected the fervice for which it had been intended..

Such "a proof of the opinion which the Ehglifli army entertained/ of
their own' fiperiority, convinced him’that it wotld foc?n be followed
by fome ‘real 'blow of &qual detriment, if they weré not {mn:ediate-
ly-convinéed} that his’own. was tapable of mbte than’ ?é’fmlg: on’the
deferifive. He réfolved to’ attick ‘their ‘camp by ﬁ.xrpnie on! t}}e‘
night of the 4th, and his difpofitiony’ wete 'made with much: {kilk
and fagacity.’ - \ ) - o
. In'the thiree thips at anchor beforé thetowi, - wete 1 §oEufopean’
mariners; they were all landed, and Lafcars fent on board.. E}\xefe
uro-
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Europeans, - .with fome Sepoys, were allotted to guard the redoubts

“—-— .in the bound-hedge, that all the regular European military might

Septemter.

-ferve in the intended attacks, excepting the artlllery men, who’

.were diftributed on the ramparts of the town, and in the out-pofts
- which mounted cannon.. By the detachments lately fent abroad,
the whole force that could march on the prefent fervice were 1400
European infantry, 100 European horfe, and goo Sepoys. The
battalion of India and the volunteers of Bourbon, amounting to

t

300 rank and file, had for fome days.been encamped under the fort -

of Ariancopang; the Portugueze cOmpany, which was likewife
called the company of Jefus, and had a ]efmt at their head, with
fome Sepoys, were quartered in the Company’s gardens, fituated
within the bound-hedge in the road towards the Valdore redoubt ;
-the reg1ments of Lorrain.and Lally, ;500 men, the marines of the

{quadron, 200, and 500 Sepoys, were in the town; the horfe were.

diftributed- in different patroles The gates of the town were thut
early, and opened again at ten at night; and although Colonel
Coote entertained fpies and correfpondents in the town, unot one of

them acquired the leat furmife of Mr. Lally s intentions, or fuf~ -

peéted any unufual operations
"The marines and Sepoys marched out of the town in two partles,
told off in equal numbers of each. They proceeded to the Val-
dore redoubt, and in the way the Portugueze company, with the
Sepoys at the garden, . fell into the rear and formed the third fub-
divifion of this line. Continuing in the avenues from the Valdore
redoubt, the firft party foon turned to the right, to gain the
Red-hill, and proceed in it to the attack of the Tamarind redoubt ;
“in which, if they fucceeded, they were to march acrofs to the
“left and join the fecond; which followed them, and quitting
the avenue likewife, were to advance along the. foot of the out-
ward. ridge of the Red-hill, until they had gained the flank of the
Englifh redoubt on the hillock in the plain, ‘which they were then
.to bear down upon, and attack. The Portugueze and Sepoys, which
ywere the third {ub-divifion, were to proceed quite through the three
2 , lines
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Iixzes of tl}e Valdore avenue, difperﬁng what patroles and out-guards
might be in the way, and to take poit at the jun@ion of this avenue
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with that of Oulgarry, where they were to wait the orders of. Septeabir.

the oﬂis:er who commanded the attack, which was to be made by
+ the regiments of Lorrain and Lally. Thefe troops, in two di-
vifions, marched from the town, and through the bound-hedge

along the avenue of Oulgarry, until they came to the head of thi;
'village, where a deep water-courfe croffed the avenue, and had a bridge
over it, which was defended by a retrenchment with guns. Here
Lorrain halted, whilft Lally’s regiment, quitting the avenue by the
Yeft, marched outwards in the fields to fall on the right flank of the.
Englith redoubt in this avenue; to which Lorrain was to advance:
ftreight along the avenue, and attack at the fame time. When car~

ried, the Portugueze company, with the Sepoys, which were the

third {ub-divifion of the attack to the right, were to join, and,
with Lorrain’s and’ Lally’s, proceed acrofs on the left to attack the
retrenchment in. the Villenore avenue which ftood in the fame paral-
lel as that in the avenue of Oulgarry; but the Villenore retrench-
ment had on its-left a large garden, called from its owner, Barthel~
mi’s; in which were likewife pofted a firong guard with fome field-

pieces.. When this garden and retrenchment were carried, all the:

troops of this attack were to regulate themfelves by the fuccefs of
another attack.-on their left, which was to be made by the India
Battalion and the volunteers of Bourbon. They were to march

from the fort of" Ariancopang, acrofs the river, to the villages un- -

der the fort of Villenore; but were to leave two field-pieces on the
plain in their way from-the river, in order to fecure their retreat,
As foon as ‘the firing became general, at the retrenchment in the-

Oulgarry- road, the redoubt on the hillock, ‘and the tamarind:

redoubt, thefe troops were to advance from the village in-which they
were halting; and proceed along a fhort road which would bring
them to the termination of the Villenore avenue, and exaétly in the:

rear of the right flank of the Englith encampment; on which:
. they were to fall with the utmoft vigour,. in full confidence,-that. -

the other attacks would have thrown the whole camp into difoxd;r,-
¥
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'Ebjf the uncertainty ‘and diftraction of what and where fuccours were
to be fent. Mr: Lally, with a.guard of horfe, remained at the bridge
of Oulgarry. Cilculation had been made, when all the troops
would arrive within equal reach of their refpetive attacks, where
they were to wait in filence for the fignal of two fky-rockets, which
were to be thrown up at Qulgarry, when all were to advance to the
attacks allotted them. (

The fky-rockets were fhot off a little before midnight, and foon
after the firing commenced nearly at the fame time, at the tama-
rind redoubt, the hillock, and at the retrenchment in the avenue of
Oulgarry. The attack at the tamarind redoubt was repulfed; but
the redoubt on the hillock was carried; the lieutenant of the artil-
lery and three gunners were made ‘prifoners there, and the reft-of
the guard driven out, nor did they rally; which gave the etemy-
time to carry off a brafs three-pounder, deftroy the carriage of ano-
ther gun, fpike up a third, and burn down the battery. At the re-
trenchment in the Oulgarry road,  the attack and defence were
more fierce. Colonel Coote himfelf brought down troops to that
in the Villenore avenue and Barthelmi’s garden, and, inftead of
waiting to be attacked, advanced acrofs to {uftain the other redoubt;
againft which Lorrain and Lally’s perfifted until eight fergeants, be-
fides common ‘men, of Lally’s, were killed ; when the officers, hear-
ing no figns of the main attack on the right and rear of the Englith
camp, drew off. ‘This divifion, by fome unaccountable error, inftead of
advancing to the villages under the fort of Villenore, halted in ano-,
ther a mile ta the fouth of it, not far from the river, and in a line -
with the village of Oulgarry. At this erroneous diftance, they

had not time, after the fky-rockets were fired, to reach the ground'

of their attack, before the three others were either repulfed or ceafed.
They were led by ID’Harambure, who had always behaved hitherto
with gallantry, and efpecially during the march of Mr. Law’s re-
inforcément’ to Hyderabad in 1756; but Mr. Lally, with the
ufual feverity of his prejudices, imnputed the failure to. a defign, - as

" the commander of the Company’s troops,.of fruftrating the honour-

which would have redounded on himfelf, had the hardy effort
‘ \ . he
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effort he was making fucceeded to his expeftation. About twenty
_Sepoys were killed and- wounded of the Englith troops, but fewer
ELaropeans, Of the enemy, 30 Europeans were fuppofed to be
killed, and moft of them either in Lorrain or Lally’s; four were
méde prifoners, with Mr. D’Autueil, the fame officer we have feen

opening the inteftine, war of the Carnatic at the battle of Amboor, |
in which the Nabob’s, father fell,. and who afterwards furrendered -

to Clive at Volcondah.

The fhips laft arrived from England brought commiffions from .

the war-office appointing the majors Brereton and Monfon to the
rank “of lieutenant colonels,- with prior date to Colonel Coote; but
both were ordered not to affert their commiffions whilft he remained
on the coaft.. Colonel Coote neverthelefs concluded that it was in-

tended, he fhould remove as foon-as might .be to his original and

eftablithed command in Bengal, nor did Monfon propofe to continue

ferving under him, .but offered to retire to Madrafs ; but Coote im- -

mediately delivered over to him-the command of the army, and went
- thither himfelf, and requefted to praoceed.with his whole regiment to
Bengal. The Prefidency . remonftrated againft the detriment, and
- Monfon.declared that the blockade' of Pondicherry muft be raifed if
thefe troops .were taken away : on which Coote. confented to leave
them, . ‘ L

\
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COLONEL Monfon, being now mafter of his own v1ews, car=
ried into executiom an opesation which he had propofed in the
council of war a few- days before, when Colonel Coote explained his-
intention of attackmg the fort of Anancopang

The bound-hedge of Pondu:herry, befides its natural defence of
trees and thoms, 18 ﬁ'rqngthgncd by four redoubts ; one on the north,,
opgoﬁte to the north-weft angle of thc town, another negrly weft
of this angle, a third nearly weft, of the fouth-weft angle, and the
fourth ftands dire@tly fouth-weft of the fame, point. All tqok their
names from their - fituations ; the north was called the Madrals re~
doubt, the next the Valdore, the third the Vlllenore, and ithat to-
the fouth-weft the Ariancopang redoubt, Efom. the Villenore re—
doubt led the road and avenue, which paffed through the center of
the Enghfh camp at Périmbé, and about a mile from the hedge this.

avenue leads through the village of Oulgarry, in which were feve~

ral country-houfes belaniging to the French inhabitants of Pondi--
cherry, and a church, belonging to the Jefuits. The regiment of
Lorrain and Lally, which at this time did not aﬁémble both to--
gether more than 400 'men, were remammg in this village fince the

late -attack on the camp. ‘The marines, 3ao men, were within the -

hedge, to defend the redoubt of Valdore with the part of the hedge
on each hand. ‘The battalion of India, confifting of 500 men, were-
ftationed at the Villenore and at the Ariancopang redqubts, and be~

tween thém. ‘The north-fide of the hedge, with the Madrifs re-
4Q 2 doubt,
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1760.  doubt, as being at the fartheft diftance from the Eng}ifh camp, was
trufted to-the Sepoys. The horfe, “1till only: roo riders, were dif
sperfed in 'different pofts.round - the limits. The reft of the army,
which, exclufive of the garnfon of Gingee and its out-pofts, confifted
..of oo European’ foot, 1 50 European horfe, and 500 Sepeys, were
abroad, moft-of ‘them ‘'waitirig” to .efcort” the provifions colleGted at

Ginge.
At midnight the whole of the Englith army" were under.arms;
a proportional ' number from each of the different bodies were. left
- tardéferid the camp ; and the main body appointed to march was
<'divided into two brigades, of which the principal officers had "the
. day before reconnoitred the' ground of their refpedtive attacks as
near as the enemy's out-po{’cs would admit. - The regiments of
Draper and Coote, compnzmg both together Iooo men, zo0 of the
marines, the rso highlanders, with 500 Sepoys, and four field-
pieces, matched off their ‘ground .from the left of the camp at
three in the morning, and entered into the Red-hill, in which they
were to take a large circiit round thé tamarind-grove, and, coming
out where neareft, were-to'attack the Valdore redoubt, and the weft
fide of the hedge adjoining. 'This brigade was formed into two
divifions ; ‘the- grenadiers of thetwo regiments led the firft, under
- the command -of major Robert Gordon'; major William Gordon
-commanded the-rear divifion, and colenel Monfon the whole of this
attack.. The other brigade was compofed of the Coromandel battalion
800, thestwo French companies 120, the Bombay detachment of 350
Europeans and Topafles, oo Sepoys, and four field-pieces. They were
to march from the rlght, and attack the enemy’s troops pofted ih Qul-
garry, and, after routing them, to proceed and feize the Villenore
~redoubt. Jofeph Smith, who fince the departure of Calliaud to Bengdl
was the firft officer on the coaft of the Company’s troops, and 2 )
few days before had been appointed by the Prefidency of Madrafs
to the rank of major, commanded this brigade. ‘Tthe cavalry, black
as well as white, were: intended to -appear before 'the Ariancopang
rédoubt durmg the two other attacks, in order -to-prevent the troops

there from fending detachments.to fupport them.
2
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Major Smith’s brigade, having- much

Monfon’s, did not move until fo%i‘ in the lrifzn?i;ound'rt}? g° thz},n
entrenchment in front of the village of Oulgar lg- Loy s
nue, and they had 1 i BTy 12y acrofs the ave-
d they an advanced poft in a garden beyond, but a little

to the right of the entrenchment. Smith, to avoid th,e imim (;Ftle
difcovery of his brigade, as well as the dire& fire of the entxznn}lle i
along the avenue of Oulgarry, marched down the Vlzlcl ment
as far as Barthelme’s garden, which lies on the left as yo o
down ; the line then turned and paffed through the ardy u -tome
brought them half the di Eurden, which
rought them f the diftance between the two avenues, when
the brigade firuck down through the intervals of fome’ inclo-
fures, which led to the left of the village of Oulgarry, from whence
they might likewife take the entrenchment in reverfe; but the two
French companies werefentoff immediately from the garden tocrofs the
avenue of Oulgarry, and attack the enemy’s advanced poft on the
other fide of this avenue; but were not to begin-their attack, before
the firing commenced upon Oulgarry, which foon happened ; for
fome black fellows belonging to the French troops, who were afleep
in the ftreets of a ruined hamlet which ftood oppofite to the angle
of the entrenchment, awakened at the wheels of the, field-pieces
_svhich moved in front of the brigade, and fled with the alarm to
the troops in Qulgarry, vyho_immediately began to fire from the
entrenchment, with fix field-pieces in barbette, and with fome aim,
as the day had begun to dawn. "THe Englith field-pieces, which
were of the fame number and calibre, drew out of the village to
anfwer them, and were fupported by a'part of the lne; whilft
_the reft paffed on to gain the flank of the wvillage of 'Oul-
garry : when oppofite to it, divifions were detached to attack the en-
clofures; which the enemy had lined with troops. In-the mean time,
the two French companies, led by captain Myers, ftormed the advanced
poft on the other fide of the road, and feized four pieces of cannon
\which were there, on which the paity ftationed with them. retreated
in much hurry to the main body at Oulgarry, who, difpirited .by

their rout, flackened infenfibly the defence of the enclofures, and
- ) ceafed
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ceafed firing the ﬁeld—p1eces in the intrenchment acrofs the avenue.
Major Smith perceived this wavermg,tf gmﬁed it to his troops 5 and
put himfelf at the head of the grenadiers, Wherever he commanded,

affe@ion to the man confpired with duty to the oﬂicern The grena-
diers rufhed on without firing, forced thex; way over the. errclofuxes,
and fell amongft the enemy, dealing their arms w1th‘1‘rﬁreﬁﬂ;1ble im~

petuofity, increafed by the difadvantages they: had {utmounted : all
the reft entered at other parts, driving the enemy before them acrofs

-the road ; but thofe at the intrenchment had time to fplke up the can-

non, and thei followed the reft, who were running towards a rifing
gtound on the other fide of the road, but farther bagk towards the
bound-hedge. ‘The main body of the brigade took poffeﬁion of Oul-
garry, and were foon after joined by the divifion with captain Myers,
‘which had killed fome, and brought prifoners. Durmg this, a body of
Europeans were defcried advancing direétly towards Oulgarry, in the
plain between this and theValdore avenue : thelr dlﬁmé‘nons could not

be perceived, and the {udden halt of the run-a‘ways on the rifing

ground rendered their appearance very fufpicious. Meflengers after
meflengers were fent to difcover whether. they: were- friends or foes,
but none returned before Major William Gordon himfelf came, and
gave an account that the reai divifionr of Colonel Monfon’s brigade,
which he comm3nded, had-feparated from the van amongft the
fand hills in the dark ; and had continued wandering about until
they heard the firg of the attack at Oulgarry, to which he had
haftened to give affiftance ; but it was now too late; otherwife his
error might have been retricved by the important fervice of inter-
cepting thé regiments of Liortain and Lally in the confufion of their
flight out of Oulgarry, who, in this cafe, would in all probability

‘have been deftroyed to a man: during his repart, ftrong firing

was heard at the Valdore redoubt.
It was fome time before the van of Colonel Monfon s brigade
difcovered the feparation of the rear, which by turning wrong had

got into windings leading towards the plain ; and Colonel Monfon, '

apprehenfive that the rejunétion could not be made before the dawn
r - of
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of ‘day, which was the time deftined for the ¢ Val
re.doul?t, judicioufly determined to rifque it \v;:ltf itezzslﬁxldori
his brigade alone. They defiled out of the fand hill exa@tl rinh(;
‘whilft it was ftill dark, at an opening dire&ly on a line w}{thgth;
weftern fide of the boun?«hedge and the fedoubt, up to which, the
road, when near, leads in 2 lane: between two enclofures towards
the flank of the redoubt. Two field-pieces. were in the, front of
the line, followed by the grenadiets of the two regiments of Draper
and Coote, afte}' whom came the reft of the Europeans, and then
the Sepoys of the divifion. Colonel Monfon knewt he ground, and
intended that the line, inftead of advafcing through the lane
* between the enclofures, thould pafs through the enclofure on the
right, which being a coco-nut garden, was furrounded by a ditch
and hedge of little’ interruption ; and the ground within was not
only firth, but free from underwood, and the trees themfelves have
no branches. When paft the .garden, they were to proceed ftraight
on to the Valdore avenue, which was not far diftant, and, having
crofled it, were to filé 'down on the other fide, to gain the left flank
of the Valdore redoubt; where, if not difcovered, they could not
be expected, and the bound-hedge hereabouts was not fo ftrong as
on theother fide. The redoubt had a dry ditch, with palifadoes at
the bottom, and fix embrafures, of which the parapet was fraized.
The grenadiers were to ruth on, and efcalade the redoubt without
firing, whilft the reft of the line were, part to fupport them, and
part to {pread along the bound-hedge; and to force their way through
wherever they could find openings, or at leaft to continue the fire
until they had driveni away the enemy, who were expeéted to line
and defend the other fide ; the two field-picces were likewife to affift
in this fervice after the grenadiers had pafled them to the efcalade.
The day had begun to dawn, when the head of the line arrived at
the two enclofures, and Major Robert Gordon, .who, exeepting Mon-
fon, only knew the courfe of march, and was to lead the grenadiers
to the affault, was'not prefent : and the grenadiers, wanting orders,

naturally entered the lane which lay befare them: Officers v;ere
' : ent
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fint back to Colonel Monfon, to know what next they were to -do~-
Monfon, exafperated at this fecond miftake irv the condu& of his
brigade,~ ran forward to re@ify if if poffible, or to put himfelf at the:
head .of tthe -grenadiers, and lead the affault. Juft as- he reached"
them, the enemy difcovered the line which had got to the end of
the lane, within a-hundred yards of the redoubt, which in this flank
had 2 twenty-four pounder, double léaded with- langrdins ‘They
fired it, and its execution was . terfible, killing eleven men, and:
wounding 26 ; -amongft-them Colonel Monfon fell, ftruck with a:
piece of iron, which broke both the bones of his leg. The grenadiers, .
inftead ‘of .being difmayed, ‘or now hefitating for want of order, of ,
their own motion, .ruthed to.the-efcalade ; :and the officers, .of thein -
own judgement, got the-line as faft<as they could out of the en<-
clofed way, and led them to the. hedge, when -the -attack- and de<-
fence foon became general: and ‘extenfive ; but -the -affault-of the -
grenadiers ftopped the firing-of the cannon from the:redoubt, which :
otherwife would have- continued toenfilade the troops attacking the *
hedge. 'The grenadiers, although feverely galled by mufketry from :
above and in flank, perfifted “aftér feveral repulfes; and at: length .
forced their way through the embrafures of-the redoubt, when the :
troops within quitted-it, and- ran out of the gorge ; :on which all-
defending the hedge-abandoned their pofts likewife, .and the .whols :

“hurried in diforder to gain the glacis of the town. . »

"The regiments ‘of -Lorrain and Lally continued-fome ' minutes o
the rifing ground, in as much uncertainty as Major.Smith’s brigade;

.who the troops of Major William Gordon’s divifion miglit be; but

remained firm until they heard the firing at the Valdore redoubt,
when comprehending the whole - difpofition- of- the . attack, .they
marched off-in hafte, .regained the avenue, and retreated to the_re=
doubt of Villenore. Major Smith immediately followed them with
his brigade, preffing fo clofe-on their rear, that-they paffed through
the winding of the hedge¢, without ftopping to defend or ‘reinforce
the redoubt; this trepidation: caught the guard, who, after dif~
charging the guns of their Joads upon the brigade-as it was advance

g



Book XTII.- ATTACK OF THE BOUND-HERGE oF PoNDICHERRY

ing to the poft, retired with the regiments to .
town. Major Smith immediately to%i: poﬁéﬁionﬂ::' tﬁlam:d(’f the
and was foon after joined by the Highlanders commandefl ll; ‘1’\1sz8=
Scot, who- belonging to Monfon’s attack had forced thy: >
throug\h‘the hedge between the Valdore and the Villenore r:zll;) Vl!)’ay
‘The battalion of India ftill continued at or about the Ariin -
redoubf, having enterfained no notion of retreating ; but W:r??g
terred'from p}z}kill'g any motion to fupport the othc’:r pofts, in ez:
pectation of being attacked themfelves: this however did not ’ha .
for the cavalry of the army under the command of Vaffe thI::}tll.
were intended to make a feint attack upon this quarter whe,n thc;
other two fhould commence, did not appear upon their g,round until
all was ﬁnifhe,d.& Therewas a {mall opening in the hedge about a
quarter of a mile .from the Villenore redoubt, where a retrench-
xent had been thrown up, and the battalion of Indja kept a guard
who abandoned it on the appearance of a party which Major Smith
detgched along glie infide of the hedge to attack them in the rear.
The total lofs fuftained in' the. two attacks, were 115 Europeans
killed and 'wounded, which fell nearly equal in both brigades, but
in Monfon’s heavieft amongft the grenadiers, of whom, befides rank
and file, a Ticutenant and an ‘enfign were killed. ‘The Sepoys fuffered
much lefs, having been very little expofed. The French lofs was
" not known ; but they fuffered moft at the attacks of Qulgarry, where
fome were likewife made prifoners.

The Bombay detachment of 350 men were ftationed to guard
the threg pofts in the hedge, and the body of the army affembled
and encamped in the paddy-fields to the left of Oulgarry. The
fituation was ill, chofen, being commanded by higher grounds,
and liable to be fwamped on the firft rain; but the talents of Major
Robert Gordon:were inadequate to the general command, which
,devolved on him by the incapacity to which Colonel Monfon was
.reduced by his wound. Major Jofeph Smith advifed that the
.whole of the Company’s battalion, 1poo men, fhould remain in
‘the village "of Oulgarry to cover the three pofts in. the hedge ;
-and that their gorges, which were open, fhould be retrenched,

- YVou. IL 4 R without
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without dé'Iay, and fﬁméiér}‘!: day” 'rél_’nzined 0 :{étrnmpﬁm. the-
wark ; Bat Robert Gosdon, from the falfe Rame of ighorarice, would
not fee the neceffify : and in the enfing ’nigﬁf; the etvettty made 4
vigorous attack on afl the t:h‘rée,‘poﬂ‘s, which they would' ftave. dffrf‘
ried, had not the guards defended” them,, as dearly pitrchafed,. with . -
¢he.utmoft refolution, until reinforced by the picquets frony the_Qamp, .
when the enemy retreated. Seventeen or eighteen Europeans of the -
Bombay detachment were killed in this defenice 5 the eniemy’s lofs.
was'not known, but could not be lefs.. Had they atticked with.
their whole force, the redoubt would have been refaken,. for the-
guards, inferior in number, had no advantage of defences on the -
fide towards the towr, and the main body of thie army, exhaofted
with fatigite, and dead with fléep, were at: too gredt adiftance to
have come up in-time to fhare the conteft; " -

i

“I*wo. days after, the battalion of India retréated from theit fiations
at the hedge near the Arlancopang redoubt ; .but the ufual guard
continued in the redoubt,.and the ufual garrffdf} in the fort . of Ari-
ancopang o, the other fide of the river. B‘ut the enemy receiving,
intelligence that preparations weré making in the camp to attack the.
fort, the garrifon evacuated it on the #3th at fidon, and as they
were going off fprung a mide, which blew tp the baftionr to the
eaft with part of the rampart, and laid thé body of ‘the place oper.
‘They retreated té the glacis of the towi, whete the main body of

- the army lay encamped, and had been reinforced by the arrval of

feveral {mall efcorts with provifions, which the ‘removal of- the
Englith army from Petimbé had encouraged to ventute round the
Red Hill ; the guard fHlI continued at the redoubt of Ariancopang:

"T'hie froops which Maliomed Iffoof appointed to attack-the diftricts
of Dindigul from Madura, ‘were 300 horfe, 1500 Sepoys, and 3000

" 'Peons 5 but as moft of them had firft to march fromTinnivelly,

it was the middle of July before they commenced hoftilities, when
paffing by Sholavanden, they reduced feveral fmall pofts; comniand-
ing defiles, but weakly garrifoned, until they arrived at a more cofi-

fiderable fort, called Battal Gunta, 12 miles to the . £ of Dindigul,

which made more refiftance 5 and the troops of, Madura having é;:ﬂyl'
. . ; ' al
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finall “gruins, vith fouch difficyl ide a ki .
they-flormed, and carried on ‘th:*.:y ﬁ‘:?’ca, ; gﬁ‘l xxlu;f‘ﬁ rezaac;:i, :Ml m;l:
diately ‘began to repair and add better wotks, hut had n;t comp?:;?ed
then? be:fox;e the troops of Dindigul were xreinforced fram Myfore,
and ‘tdking the field encamped within fight of Battal Gunta, in
whxcl} the troops of Madura‘j_zad kept 2. garrifan, but the main body
lay without the walls.

The equi-pment apd dg}fartu;e of ‘the troops shich accompanied
the ’N abob into -the Casnatic, a,nd ithe fubfequent afliftances {ent to
Karical, *had left the government and gartifon -of Tritchinopoly fo
bare of* men,-money, and Htores, that Captain R, Smith could nat
undertake the éxpedition he had propofed againdt the Myforeans,
until all thefe wants were fupplied, which depended intirely on -his
own refources, for although the Prefidency and ColoneliCoate Ap-
proved-and: recommended to him the moft a@ive exertions againft
the Myfore tertitory, the received .no affiftance either of money from
the'one nor of troops from the -other; o that the preparations .ne-
eeffary for the expedition prevented him fram taking .the field -unti]
the 6th of Auguft: His force-was 5o Europeans, with two guns,
end four cohorns, 7oo-Sepoys. from the garrifon of “Tritchinopoly 3
oo ‘horfe, and 1000 peons armed ‘with match-locks, moftly fent by
‘Fondiman, a few ‘belonging to the Nabeb, the reft.to Tanjore ; and
'3000 colleties from the neighbouring Polygars, who were content

_toferve on very flight ftipend, in expe@ation of ample plundef in.the
fertile diftri&ts they were going-to invade. “This army proceeded along
thie fonthern bank of the Caveri, and on'the 15th came ibefore Pudi-
cotah, 2 mud fort, fituated on-the bank of -this river, about 40 miles
to the weft of Tritchinopoly,-which, with other diftricts, the Nabob
had ceded to the Myforeans, when his-allies, .in.the war of 1753.

. On their arrival, a report prevailed, that a large body of _ troops
were marching from iSeringapatam to Caroar. The gamfon. at
Pudicotah, converting -this news -into thourly expeftation of relief,
ftood on the defenfive, and having -three .guns, obliged :Captain
Smith to raife a-battery, which, haying nothing but field-pieces
to mount, would not -have foon -produced much .effe@t: but, by
: s 4 R 2 . the
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1760.  the time the - battety * opened,” the 'gai'rifon?l‘xadf lavithed away all.
\——  their' powder, and capitulated. = The lofs fuftained. in the attack
Oober. was only three.men wounded. ‘Thé next day Captain Smith, with
400 ‘of Sepoys, and two Cohorns, pafled the Caveri to reduce Iloor,
a fort fituated on-the other bank, ten miles' beyond Pudicotah;
_but the garrifon evacuated jt. on, his.appearance, From hence he
marched againft Caroor, the principal bbject of his expedition.
Caroor is fifuated. 50 ‘milesiweft of 'I'ritchinopoly, and ftands ona
plain five miles Yo'the fouth of the Caveii, but near another river,
which fall into.the.Caveri at that diftance to the north: The river.of
Caroor ‘was the ‘4néient boupdary between the dominions of Tritchi-
nopoly and Myfore; and this gdfxterm_inaL ﬁtuaiti;on, under the fe-
curity of a ftrong fort, and its.rule over-a rich-and extenfive diftrict,
had formerly rendered it a'placé of great mercantile refort.and opus
lencé, and it ftill continuéd populous with fome, wealthy.inhabitants.
The river continues at the; diftance. of .8co "yards oppofite to the
fouth fide of the fort, and 1000 yards beyond, turns fhort, and ftrikes
direttly eaft.: along this part; after the turning, and clofe to the bank,
extends .the: pettah, which likewife has. the other courfe of the river
on the fouth fide ; .but not {o near; - the extent of the pettah along
the' river, from fouth to north, is 1000 yards, and recedes. from it
about 500, {o that the:efplanade between the pettah and the fort is -
500"yards acrofs. - ‘This ground “is interfe&ted by two water-courfes
derived from the river tq the fouth, ene of which paffes clofe to the
weft {idé of the pettah, dnd pyrns along the north-fide until it rejoins
the river to the eaft,; and thus fervés as a ditch on the w. and n; the
other water-coutfe lies midway -between the fort and the pettah, and’
firetches to the north much' farther-out into the plain. The whole
of the pettah is inclofed by 2 mud wall.with towers, hut of little

defence. B L L,

The fort is built of ftone,. and is nearly ‘4" fquare of 600 yards. It
has fquare towers in the curtain, and baftions at the four angles,
behind each of which ftands a cavalier,. or, round tower of folid ma-
_fonry, which rifes ten-feet higher than the baftion. The whole fort
1s furrounded by a_dry:ditch, . of . which the counterfcarp is faced
’ 4 with
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with flone 5 and on th_e other fide is lined by the foot of the main
wall of the curtain, without berm or fauffebraye ; excepting alon
that part of the rampart, which extends from the left of thi reat
gageway in the middle-of the eaftern fide to the baftion in the %; E
angle, and round st half-way along the northern wall ; in whicf;
extent a flip of dry ground, 20 yards broad on the eaftern fide,
and 40.0n the northern, is left as place of arms, and fkirted with
a-parapet wall, ‘with loop-holes for mufketry ; and round this wall
the ditch, leaving the body of the fort, continues. ‘There was mo
glacis, but a clear efplanac}e of 400. yards round. The garrifon
confifted- of 8oq horfe, 1000 Sepoys, 1000 matchlock-men, and
a- great, multitude of colleries which had been drawn from the
hills (towards Dindigul. Moft of thefe troops were affembled in
the pettah, - and manned, the walls-on the appearance of Captain
Smith’s detachment, which came in fight on the 17th, in the morn-
ing, .approaching from the eaftward : the river, although it had no
where. more than three feet water, was three hundred yards in
breadth... :

The neceflity of preferving the communication with Tritchinopoly
required that the army fhould, .command the river during the at-
tack of the fort ; which.if advancing from a different point of fu p-
_port, they might have attacked outright at once on the we.ffern face;
and as the pofleflion of the pettah would beft fecure the river, Cap-
‘tain Smith prudently made this. his firft object. If the pettah were
attacked on the eaftern fide, the river was to be paffed under the fire
of this front: if on the north or fouth,. t}le attack would be ex-
- pofed to the additional fire in flant or flank from the fort; which

outvailed the paffage of the river, as the ground on the eaftern .

thore was higher than the. eaftern face of the pettah, which de-
fended the paffage. Accordingly -the at.tack was made on this
fide.. ‘The field pieces were pofted.in the higher ground. The troaps
were formed into three divifions. - The cavalry compofed the left ;

the auxiliary foot. the right; the Sepoys and Europeans the.center. .

All entered the river in this order, fupported by a brifk fire from the

-artillery. ‘The enemy feemed. difpofed “to difpute the paffage, ﬁz::i
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from the rampart of the ye’ttéh kept up-4 conftant but iﬂ..:di_pe&ed five
againft the center divifion ; but the cgnnon-[fhot Pan‘etratmg through
their parapet did much exccution, and feeing the columns to the
right and Teft far advanced in the bed of ‘tlile river, they became ap-
p're'henﬁve that their retreat ‘to the fort might be gxpofed to thefe
%Yodies of hotfe and foot on each hand ; 2nd absndoned the .deencg’
returning to the fort befote either of the eolumns had eroffed the

. fiver; but they had kifled and wounded fome. Sepoys an-the :P;l‘ﬂ‘age. ‘

"The plunder was given upto the troops without referve ; but they

Found dittle of any value, excepting grdin, of -whitch the whole erop

..of the country was in the tewn, .but no merchants to buy it,ner had
, the troops means to fend it away. ‘The firength of the foit, and

.the fmall number of Europeans -with Captdin Smith, en whom,
neverthelefs, the Tuccefs of the' attack’ muft depend, determined
_Him to proceed with all the caution ‘neceffary ‘totheir prefervation,
.by apening trenches ; and rfiore artillery was ordered 4from “T'ritcht-
.nopoly. The qonvenience of the pettzth determined the point of
.attack againft the fouth-eaft baftion, and as wufual againft its fa-
lient angle: the efplanade in this line ‘was interrupted -about -half
way betweern the pettih and theditch by.fome ftraw ‘huts, to -which
the enemy had fet fire, but left the mud-walls ﬁanding. ‘The next

. morning, which was the zoth;a party of Sepoys were pofted there,
but a ftrong fally of horfe and foot obliged them 1o retire, and the
enemy remained in. the poft~ the field -pieces advanced, and drove
«them fram it, .and.it.was again taken poffeflion of by the Sepoys:
Zin a few ‘hours the enemy made a‘fecond attempt, but-were beaten
off with lofs. ~The fituation being -exatly proper for the-breaching-
battery, an entrenchment was ‘thrown round it, and a “trench of
communication continued to it from the “pettah, -to -preferve the
troops from the ‘fire .of the fort, which -was inceffant, as well from
-their cannon .as fmallarms. On‘the =23d the artillery with much
. difpatch arrived -frem “Tritchinopoly; -they were one eighteen-
pounder, two field twelve-pounders, one eight, and -one nine-inch
.amortar, with five cohorns ; and by‘the next‘morning the breaching-
Dattery.was compleated, and another-in-the rear to the right, toen-

: . filade
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. filade the fouth curtainm with ricochet. Both opened at fan-rif:
the breaching with fix guns, the mortars and cohorns ; the ricochet’:
with two field-pieces ; the fort returned with firmnefs, and with
miuch vivacity, and the advantage of a crofs fire from the s. w. bafs
tion' and cavalier on the left, and from the mafy of mafonry of the
gifeway on the right. On the 26th the approaches were carried
on to within forty yards of the ditch, when the fire of the enemy’s
mufquetry growing, ftrong and fure, Captain Smith ordered the re-
mainder of the trenches to' be conducted by double fap, which is
with earth and gabiens on each fide. The fmall number of Euro-

" peans in the detachment, with the inexperience of moft of them in

carrying on trenches, and the continual fire of the forr by night, as

well as ‘by. day, rendered ‘the progrefs of the double fap extreme- -

ly tedious, infomuch, that feven days were employed in carrying
it, although not more tham 200 yards of work, to embrace the

angle of the counterfcarp, and to {pring a mine, which blew it -

into, the ditch.
It was perhaps the firft'time. that the' Myforeans had ever feen an

ertemy advancing under cover to the foot of their walls, 'and' notwith- -
flanding the novelty of the attack, they fufpetted, which was true, .
that the fort might be entered by the fame means ; this apprehenfion, .
with the ruin that had been committed in a large tra& of country ‘

round Caroor by the matchlock‘-meﬁ and horfe of T_ondiman and
T'anjore, and the whole body of colleries, who had every day been
making excurfions, prompted the governor to ?ropofe terms for the
ceffation of - hoftilities. He began by difavowing any participation
of the King with the body of trqops which had joined the French
i the Carnatic, and -declared Hyder Ally, whom he fliled a rebel,

the authos of that alliance and expedition; in confequence, he °

iti nder. Several meflages
wanted a temporary and conditional furren Sey :
pafled, in the Iiﬁtexz\rals of which the attack apd d.efentc was te-
newed ; at length the eighteen-poundér, the only .p'lece‘\ of Efiéh&?zfl
hattery, burft, and the breach was not Iyel',: praﬁlc;.lge, sw it T]l;:;
duced Captain. Smith to- agree to the following conditions :
« an Englith ferjeant, and fixty Sepoys, fliould irimediately be ‘Fl::
2 ' -
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cin -poffeffion . of the baftion attacked, and_the Englith colours
s hoifted in the fort. ‘That the Englith army fhould remain in the
-#¢ pettah, bt:any where elfe out of the fort, keeping guards at the
#¢ counterfcarp of the ditch, for twenty days ;. durn}g which, if no
¢ orders arrived from Madrafs te deliver the fort again to the gover-
¢ nor, it was to be evacuated by the garrifon, who, in confideration.

-#¢ of their gal},allt»defence, were to carry away “t‘h'eir arms and horfes
-« but all provifions and flofes belonging to the government of

+¢« Myfore were to be left in the fort. If in this interval an army ap-

vk pro‘ached from Myfore, the garrifon were in like manner to evacuate
«¢¢ the fort to the Englifh troops : four hoftages were to be given by
¢ the garrifon, until the conditions were ultimately decided, and an
¢« European deferter was to be furrendered.” - This capitulation was
figned on the 2d.of September, anq the Englith Sepoys.immediately
took pofleffion of the baftion attacked. Ce

Captain Smith in his interview with Boniapah, the governor of
sthe fort, was convinced that the king of Myfore had no concert in
the affiftance which Hyder Ally had fent to the government of Pon-
dicherry ; and Boniapah having no doubt from the articles of capi-
tulation that Caroor would be reftored to the king, proferred to
withdraw the garrifon to Namcull, a fort 2o miles to the north, ‘and
there wait the orders of Seringapatam;, and Fort St. George ; to which™-
Captain Smith confented under the reftrition, that none of the
garrifon fhould aé& againft the Englith until the fate of Caroor was
determined at Fort St. George. Accordingly all the Myfore troops
evacuated the place the fame’'day. The acquifition was valuable and
important; for, befides that its revenues “amounted to 44,0001, a
Jyear, it highly aggravated the réfentment of ‘the miniftry of My-
Jore againft Hyder Ally, as the author of the lofs. *

Hoftilities had continuéd in this interval between the Myforeans of
Dindigul, and the troops of Madura. ‘The Myforeans contipued the
‘atfack of Battle Gunta for fix days, and having driven away the troops
which fupported it without, carried the fort itfelf by affault; but
the defence had been maintained with refolution; for in the courfe
.of it 30 Sepoys and 20 horfemen had been killéd and wounded ; and

' N ‘ - of
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of the Peons 5o wounded, an i ;
Madura troops retired to a’ fortdtg?éewnlxti%!l ar:i'(}ifﬁcer of note killed. The
one of thofe which the o5 o oty called Gadameotah,
one { y had taken from the Myforeans, and
joined by a reinforcement from Madura, which had m’ h (\ivere t}}ere
Battle Gunta, but came too late ; this addition renggc de ;0 ol
»bod.y equal to the Myforeans, againft whom they ma reh :1 o
their camp, took their artillery, recovered poﬁ'eﬂizn of rI(-; : I Pty
and advanced to reduce the other pofts towards Din—di la fle Gunea
~ The capitulation of Caroor arrived at Madrafs on the ‘gu h
ber. On the fame day intelli i 3th of Septem-
ay intelligenee was received from Captai

that the body: of My ! T
dy. yforeans, which had continued with the French

troops at Gingee, had moved from thence with all their ba o
and on the 11th the French troops followed, both di ehes:
road to’ ‘Thiagar. The : ot sovie the
d to Thiagar prefidency were by this time convinced that

the king of Myfore and Hyder Ally were at utter variance; b
confidered, that either they might reconcile their differences Z; thmt:
Hyder, as was moft probable, would predominate ; and in ;ither 2f
thefe cafes, other fchemes might be formed by the Myfore ftate to
balance, as formerly, the conteft between the two European nations
againt which Caroor in their own hands would be the beft indemnit y
They therefore ordered Captain Smith to keep pofleffion, ftill wit);;
profeffion of amity to the king, but-neither to give an): affiftance
nor oppofe any force which the king might fend againft Hyde;
Ally, but rather to employ his detachment feparately againft the
troops of Hyder Ally, if the opportunity thould occur.

Colopel Coote was not embarked for Bengal, when the news of
the fuccefs againft the bound-hedge arrived at Madrafs, and with it
_ Colonel Monfon reprefented the incapacity in which he was likely
to rernain for feveral months of acting in the field, and requefted
that Colonel Coote might refume the command of the army.
The Prefidency feconding the requeft, he. confented, and .ar-
fived in the camp.on the, night of the 2oth; wheré‘«he.-fp’u.nd
the army in the greateft difcontent, efpecially the black troops, for
the want of provifions, owing to the avarice of the renters aEpointed
by the Nabob in the conquered countries, who, forefecing that the
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price of grain would rife, fuffered none to be” brought to the camp.
Slcknefs likewife Pxevaxled and with the Wounded ‘there were 600.
Europeans in the hofpital.

"The next day Colonel Coote caufed -the gorges DB the redoubts in-
the bound-hedge to be fortified, and fixed pofts iri proper flations in-
the higher ground round the ‘cimp: from whence on the 23d a
detachment of 200 rank and file, with the company of pioneers,
a great riumber of cooleys and carpenters, marched to a hillock of.
fand, which' flood half a mile from the'fed, and at the diftance of 2
mile dire@ly oppofite to the Madrafs redoubt in the north fide of
the bound-hedge. Here they were to rémair,. and raife 4 large re-
doubt on the table of the hill, capable -of containing five hundred

, men. On the 24tk in the  forendon,. Colonel Coote -advanced,.

with his ufual efcort of three -companies -of Sepoys, ‘and -300°
black horfe, towards the Artancopang ‘redoubt,, at which -the:
guard took panic, and firing off ‘the guiié - before the party- were
within ‘point-blank-fhot, ahandohed-the poft, oft which’ Colonel:
‘Coote took poffeffion, ' and leavirg' the Sepoys in it; retuined in
the afternoon with werkmen -to refrench thé gorge; en' whofe
appearance the town .cannonaded and threw fthells, but” withont,
effed®, and the gorge was compleated the next night. 'Early in the
morning of the zyth, 400 .of the enemy’s Europeans, with two
field-pieces, marched from the glacis to recover the redoubt, ard
made various attempts, in all of which they were-repulfed, until
they perceived two companies of Sepoys-marching on their night
to gain ‘their rear; whom Colonel - Coote, ‘who was always early
abroad, had {fent from the Valdore redoubt; on which- the

‘enemy retreated, but as they were going off received the fire of the
“Sepoys, who were themfelves expofed to a ftrong, ‘but diftant fire
"from the town. The enemy had two officers and feven private killed,

and the adjutant of the Lorrain fegiment with 18 wounded, ‘None
were Killed in the redoubt, and  only one Sepoy in-the plain.
Fif'ty Europeans were appointed to be thé guard in future, as {uffi-

-cient for the fudden defence, untll rcmforced ; and more would‘ have

2 _ ) heer
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been unneceffarily expofed to .
tinued and reac}f;d}?:dm th: :E:Wﬁ,r ° of hot a0d fhels, which con-
In fhat part of the limits, which is immediately behind the Ma-
drafs redoubt, was a regular village of feveral fireets, called. £ o
1ts intention, the Blancherie, in which all the cloths ’purchai’éd“;'::
the F rez?,ch' &ox?lpat_ly,at Pogdicherry were bleached, and warehoufes
were builtin the Village to, receive them. As thefs buildings would
not only afford fheltetr but convehience to the Englith trogo s o:hc
enemy refolved to defiroy them, and to firengthen the Madrlzxfg re-
doubt, with thé ground about it. They began to demolith on the
3othof ?eptcmbér, of which Colonel Coote received intelligence, and
faw the intention. He went the next day, with his ufual efcort of
Sepoys and black horfe, as if he only meant to review the progrefs
of the redoubt he had ordered to be raifed to the north of the
hedge; in which Major Jofeph Smith commanded for the week,
After dinper, both officers mowmted their horfes, and proceeded
with t}Tc efcort along the firand of the fea, towards the limits
of Pondicherry, as if they only meant to reconnoitre. The bound-
hedge ceafeth “at fome diftance from the water-mark, and left an
opening on the fand, which the eremy had negle@ted to clofe or
obftru&. As foon as pear this opening, Colonel Coote ordered the
Sepoys to form in three parties, and the horfe to divide equally with
them ; but the Sepoys having entertained no f{ufpicion that they
were led to fuch an attack, boggled; on which he ordered the horfe
to cut down whoever refufed to advance, or attempted to run away 3
and the Sepoys, afhamed of their backwardnefs, recovered their
dpirit. Two of the divifions went off to the right, one to force
through the bound-hedge, 500 yards beyond the Madrafs redoubt
on its left, the other to attack the -tedoubt itfelf, whilft Colonel
Loote with Jofeph Smith remained along the fea-fhore, ready to
pufh, and gain the rear of the hedge, and all the three attacks were
to be, made at the {ame time. “There were fome {mall pieces of
cannon in the redoubt, and feveral guards of Sepoys along the infide
‘of the hedge, all of which kept up a conftantfire, but at too great
:a diftance, whilll the two parties fent to the right were advancing
. 45% to
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to the ground oppofite their refpe&tive attacks,” All bore down
propetly, as it had been concerted. ] Colonel Coote’s attack
eafily puthed round, and that on thc right through the hedge;
and as foom as within both advanced, driving the guards before
them, to gain. the rear of the redoubt, againft’ which the divifion
which attacked: it had not fucceeded, having more difficulties and
refiftance to encounter ;- but as foon as the guard faw the danger
approaching from either hand within. the hedge; they abandoned the
redoubt, and retreated haftily intor the warchoufes of the bleaching
town;, which ftood within 200 yards inclofed with a high.wall. ‘ Five
Sepoys-were killed, and the fame number wounded in the different
attacks. All the three companies, with an Enfign, were left: at the
redoubt; Colonel Coote and Majoxj Smith returned, the Major to his
poft, the Colonel to-the camp, from whence he fent off a party of pios
neers with gabions and fafcines under the command of Enfign-Mac-
mahon, to clofe and retrench the gorge of the rédoubt; but they
were firlt to proceed to Major Smith’s poft, from whence they
were to be accompanied by a detachment of European foldiers : but
Macmahon, miftaking his orders, did.not call for, this neceffary
reinforcement. In war more than i all the other occupations of
raan, neglect rarely fails to bring on its.own punifhment.

At midnight, whilft'the pioneers were at-work, they were fud-
denly attacked by 400 Europeans, and 6oo Sepoys, detached from
the town. The Enfign, a Dane, who commanded the Sepoys in
the redoubt, abandoned. it on. the firft onfet, in. which Enfign

. Macmahon was killed ; and the pioneers,.furprized and defencelefs,

efcaped as they could; what Sepoys were within the redoubt
jumped out ; but the greatelt part, who were ftationied round, en-
couraged by ¥ Subahdar named Coven Naig,. kept with him, and

* gained the plain at fome diftance without fright, where they formed,

under his direction, and followed him to. recover the poft. They
mounted the outfide of the rampart,. gained footing on the infide,
kept it, and continued a-hot fire on the area below, efpecially
towards the gorge. ‘The enemy imputed this refolution "to
much greater numbers than they expe&ted, and than really were at

the
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the poft, and in this fuppofition retreated to the bleaching-houfe
Se'on, after came up a ftrong party of Europeans detached on the ﬁr{t'
firing by Major. Smith from his poft to the north, Iy the different
altions from the firft affault, three private Europeans, befides enfign,
Macmahon,. were killed, and 30-Sepoys killed and wounded. The
enemy the next morning erected a battery of four pieces of cannon
at the end of a lane, which joined the firect of the Blancherie, lead-
ing as well s that in a ftraight line to the rear of the redoubt; on
which they continued firing two days without killing any of the
guard, and then having other occupations ~they defifted ; fome muf-
ketry ftill continued in the bleaching houfe, but were.driven out the
next day, and.abandoned the village. .

The acquifition of the Madrafs redoubt compleated the entire poffef~
fion- of the bound-hedge from the fea-fhore to the north, as far as
the river of Ariancopang to the s, E.; and turned againtt the town,
with every. advantage, the line of circumvallation intended for its
defence. But the ground to the fouth along the courfe of the river,
from the redoubt of Ariancopang to the fea, was ftill open, and the
river. fpreading over Theets of fand, which were often dry, was at all
times,. excepting in the rainy feafon, fordable; and to fecure the
paffage, Mr. Lally had.fome.months before erected a redoubt which

-he called St. Thomas in a fmall ifland of fand in the river, oppofite
to the center of this face of the town, and about 500 yards from the

walls. 'The'rains were now approaching, and the redoubt, if im--
" mediately taken pofleffion of, could not be maintained by theEngliﬂ; ;

army after the river thould fill, and as ufual overflow the country ;
for which reafon Colonel Coote deferred the redution of it, until
the rains were paffed. In the mean time efforts were flill to be
apprehended to bring provifions into tl.xe town; for the French
troops,. which had followed the laft divifion of th.e Myf{oreans ta
Thiagar, continued there; and although the main body of the

Myforeans had left Thiagar, no intelligence was yet received of their -

departure to their own country. . ) ,
The French- force which had. marched to ‘Thiagar,, was 4co

European foot, 250 European bosfe,. and 1000 Sepoys. l’xft‘t}i:
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1760: liwfle ariny of ébfervtion; under thd -corhimarid ‘of Captain
. Prefton, ‘was ot ‘equal ta dn-open enCOunte;ﬂWltH‘ this force; he,
Oftaber. ¢ wever, with hisuftal aélivity, determined to givé them all the
i’ﬁtermpti'on’in his povet, and ordered C:ip;ainfMartill,"who, with
the free company of 5o Frerithmeri, wh$ abroad with the Polygar of
Ventivalum' in the hills to the fouth of Ginget, to hang in the rear
of the entemy’s tharch 3 and moved himlf with the main body of his
divifion from Ratlagrammon, to watch their motions at Vicravandi,
left they {hould tarn, nd Tay wafte the recovered diftricts between
. this place antl Verdachilum, Mattid knowitig the country, and ufing
. the night, picked up twelve Europeants of the French troops. They
reached the Panar juft as it wat{welled by 4 fudden flood ; and per~
~fifting deverthelefs to crofs it, ‘fome\‘of' them were cartied away and
wArowned in the ftreat, Wwhich the Myforkanhs had paffed with eafe
. before the frethes vare down: As foon as Prefton ‘was arrived at
Vicravandi, the gartifon rémaiding at Gingee marched and affault-
€3 Ratlagratamott, in which had been.left only two tompanies of
.Sepoys, who defended the poft with refolution, and obliged the
. émemy to retire, ‘after they had loft fourteen Europeans killed in the
~attack, and leaving -an. cfficer and -three weunded, who were made
_prifoners. Préfton receiving intéelligence, that the French troopsand
-the Myforeans -were affembled at Thiagar, returned from Vicra-
.vandi to Raltagrammon, left they fhould return fuddenly -during
.his ablence, and atteript to move to Pondicherry with the convoy of
bullocks which ftill continued at Gingee. ' ) )
By ‘this time the prefidency knew the canfe of the departure of
the 1aft body of Myforearis from -Gingee to Thiagar, but were not
ible to account for the march of the French troops fo far to
-the weftwatd, ata time when theirutmoft efforts became every day
imore neceflary to efcort the provifions.they had colleGed, into Pon~
Aicherry. . * '
- In the beginiing of'the year, Balagerow, -the general and regent of
~the Morattoes, fent an army of 8coo horfe, and the fame number of
. foot, with cannon, under the.command of an ‘officer of fervice,
\ .. - w - ila .- . ‘. s K . ,.\_ . -named
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named Vizvazypunt, which crofled the Kriftna, in the month of
February, and advancing to the fouthward ftopped frequently to
.exalt 'contributiop; from forts and ﬁrong—holas in the way ; feveral
of which, on denial, they tobk. In the beginning of June they
halted and encamped at Chinabalabaram, on the confines of Myfore
to the N.-E. and not far from the hills to the N. w. of the Carnatic,

from whence Vizvazypunt fent letters, fignifying expeations of -

money, byt prof:ering affiftance to the Nabob Mahomed Ally; and
others to the king of Myfore, demanding with more authority
the arrears of the chout, or tribute, to which,the Morattoe nation,

pretends & fight from all the countries in the peninfula. At this -

time Hyder Ally, at Seringapatam, the capital of Myfore, had, as

if in difguft,. refigned his employments of general and minifter: he -

had fome time before ¢oncluded his treaty with M. Lally, and fent
off the body of 4000 Myforeans, which came to Pondicherry under
the command of his brother-in-law Muoon Saheb ; relying pn this

alliance, and his own courage, he was fo affured of his importance -

and fafety, that he abided at a town within three miles of Seringa-

patam, with all his family of women, attended only by 300 horfe- -
men, who were of proved fidelity and refolution. Agents accompanied -

the letters of Vizvazypuht, with whom the king concerted, that
their mafter thould move with his army to Seringapatam, as if to

haften by intimidation the levy of a large contribution, which the -

king had privately confented.to pay. Hyder Ally fuppofed, that
their approach would reinftate him in the command of. the king’s

forces to oppofe them, and difcovered when near, that the Morat- -

toes had engaged to- feize bis, perfon ; on which he mounted in the
dead of night, accompanied by fome of his horfemen, and left his
whole family behind. Some Morattoes followed them, whom 'he
Out-ﬁ;ipped, and the next day arrived at Bangalore, 3 ftrong city
6o miles to the north of Seringapatam. Being the bringer of his
own errand, he had time, and found.means:to engage fome__of the
officers, who prevailed on the reft to declare they would abide b)(
- his fortunes ; and in confequence they fhut the gates. From this

retreat he immediately fent orders to; his brothar~inelaws 190 g‘nt t:‘:
- arnati
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Carnatic with all the troops ‘under his command, and ‘to march,
avoiding' the Morattoes, to-Bengalore. Mucoon Saheb had received

.the letters, when he moved frem Pendxcherry on the 16th of Au-

guft; but.concluding Hyder Ally to be in fafety-for a while at Ben-

_galore, and believing either that a reconc111atlon would take -place

between him and the King, after the' retreat of the Morattoes ; or
otherwife, -that' Hyder Ally might think it moft expedient to come
bimfelf, and join the French, forthe fake of the ceffions ftipulated
in the treaty, ‘he determined, aflthough not to return to Pondicherry,
to continue in the Carnatic,and in . confequence emponed as we
“have feen, his troops againft Trmomaly, and other places in that part

_ of the country; until he received, in the beginning of September, far-

thet intelligence from Hyder Ally, which left no alternative to his de-
parture; on which herecalled the 8oo horfe which were at Gingee, and
without folicitation, with an integrity rare in the politics of. India,
requefted the French force to accompany them in order to receive
back the Poﬂ'eﬁion of the fort of Thiagar, which he without ftipula-

tion tendered of his own accord., *On their arrival 'there on the

13th of September, he fdlfilled his word, claiming only on oc-
cafion their future aﬁif‘tance, and three days after marched away
with, his whole force to join his brother. 'The French left 200 Eu-
ropean foot, and five companies of Sepoys in Thiagar, and the reft,
being the fame.number of foot, -1 50 European horfe, and three com-
panies of Sepoys, returned to.Gingee.

The reftitution of Thiagar, and the departure -of-the Myfore troops
out of the provmce, confirmed the veracity-of the king’s difavowal
of any participation in that expedition, and the Prefidency repeated-
their orders to Captain Smith and the treops of Madura to ceafe hof-
tilities in the Myfore diftri@ts. Previous to the receipt of thefe or-
ders, Captain Smith had fent a ‘detachment from Caroor, againft a
fort called Pudicotah, different from that he had taken in his ap-
proach. 1t ftands nine miles to the N. E.. of Caroor on the fouth
bank of the Caveri. The garrifon evacuated it on the appearance of
the detachment, 'who left a party to hold it, and returned to Caroor.
The want of money prevented any farther opetanons ; for, although

] the
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the. révenues.of the country reduce :
year, thé devaftation of the g;xiliar;' ;i];);ec iex?;i 300’10'0 b opers 4
besreftrained; left no contsibutiors to ra'f‘ COOt w uch. could not
fote, ‘returnedl \th o torn ot s N ‘! > apta}n, Smxth, there.
o ithe, way ;fent off. ‘a%am olf s womuacgh to Tritehinopoly, and
UG, WAV ra.aeta . 1 \ ?
o boen ,qpt'of,théicpﬁzl;?s _tl?yrtfg;ezittf;f twfc_; Igolygars, who
whom tb,e;d,etachfmcnt met no re_ﬁﬁ:arice, as the isvzm m(z-lgu.l’ ffﬂom
had received orders, in ,pgﬂquueqée of the ca icg lat; orof Dindigul
seafehoftilities againgk the. | o, By i oor, fo
ae againfk the poffeflions of the Nabob. By this time th
-trqéps}of Madura had; taken five -other forts between Batat ot
and, Dindigul, in all feven, and continued to kee offeflio : fG o
until farther otders; -encamping their main boﬂf at B;igl QG;him
ﬁixd;}ief{piﬁgxﬂight guardscin theothers. . Capt’ain Smith arriv c? o
(ﬂ}ld‘ib_égmmng of:O&qber nt Madfafs,1to.give an account ‘of hiqs e
pedition;, ‘and .the flate dfvthe‘couqu,eredf country ;’ and ‘ foon afte .
turaed; torhis command, in, Tritchinopoly.. | , .r rc:
- As foon as, it was afcertained that the Myforeans' h;;d quitted the
,pro,v;n;c;z Coloniel Copte; to fave the heavy-expence of the bla'ck ta-
valry, difcharged, 50Q of themy moftly thofe brought by Maph;lze
“Khan, which reduced the riumber to 800, of which j,'oo’ were with
Prefton,, and the reft with himfelf in the camp.- A party, with fome
g;llyocks,-, advapcing‘frgm Gingee,, arrived on the 2d of O&ober, at
Mplamoodi, 2 village, twelve miles from ;Popdicherry between the
fiver .of Ariancopang, and the ,Panary;intending to pufh, igtoj ‘the
-town ig the pight under, the protetion of St. Tho’maAs ' redoubt,
Op.iptelligen;qg of their approach, Colonel Coote detached-dll the
cayalry in the camp, which; befides the.black,. were one of the twa
troops-of Europeags, talie in their way : of which the -party got
intelligence, and leaving , their bullocks retreated dyring the night,
and in their return three.officers, who lagged behind in their palan-
kins,. were taken by fome black horfe and-Sepoys, which Ca(ptixix;
Prefton had detached (to-harrafs,the party from; Refalgramman,
- The army, had hitherto continued, on the ground between Oul-
garry, and the river of Ariancppang, svhere they had encamped im-
mediately-after the fuccefs of the bound hedge: This ground is always
., Vor, 1L, 4+ T " overflowed

~
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ovérflowed in the rainy feafon, of which the figns encreated every
days and on the 6th the whole army marched off by the left, and
encamped on the ridge of the’Red-hﬂl, a mile and half nearer the
Bound-hedgé than their firft encampment at Perimbé, but to the left
of that ground. ‘The heighth- and fandy foil of this fitaation
drained and dried the wet 'as faft as it fell,and fecured at leaft the
troops from this inclemency under foot, and large caferns of mat
and bamboo were built to fhelter them: from the other.

At ohe the next morning, firing of ¢annon and mufketry was
heard in the road of Pondicherry. Befides finaller craft, three
French fhips, the Hermiorie, the Baleine, and the Compagnie des
Indes were at anchor before the town, as near the furf as prudence
permitted, and under the command of 100 guns, mounted along the
works on this fide,'and the ftrand, to prote&: the road. ‘Thefe thips
were intended to wait until the {tormy weather, and then fail to ports

- to the fouthward, and return with provifions, of which the preven-

tion would in that feafon become precarious, even thould the Eng-
lith {quadron be able to continue in fight of Pondicherry. Mr. Ste-
vens had for fom¢ time determined ta cut them out of the road. His
fquadron always continued at anchor before Cuddalore. A fortnight
before the prefent;, a night had been fixed ; but the fhips beginning
to hoift out their boats before it was dark, they were perceived by
telefcopes from Pondicherry; and men were immediately fent from the
fhore to reinfarce the French fhips ;. which was.likewife difcovered by
the fquadron, and obliged Mr. Stevens to defer the defign, until the

.enemy’s fufpicions fhould have ceafed. In the mean time the Tyger

of 60 guns was fent to continue near- Pondicherry, and anchored 2
little to the fouth, two miles from the fhore. On the night of the
6th, the enterprize was refumed. The boats, fix and twenty, were
hoifted out after dark, and manned:with 400 failors, moftly vohum-
teers, and failed ta the Tyger, where all-affembled at r2. Soon after
they perceived the lights it the great cabbin of the neareft fhip,
the Hermione, extinguithed, and- concluding that the officers were
gone to reft, fet off for the attack. ‘The boats moved in twa divis
fions, one allotted to the. Hermione, the other to- the next thip, the

‘ 4. Baleine 3
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Baleine ;- the attack of the Compagni :
the fuecefs of thefe, To 'prcvenI; cgiev?agife)sn Ingle: l:vo:i tof depe nd on
fion mioved in 2 line, halding to one other’ by rope : OTCECh.dWF Odtaber,
of the oars were covered with frefh fheep.ﬂ;iny tQP s The m{fhes
"The ) Skt ; » to prevent creaking.
watch-word by which the men were to know one another i
t,hg attack, was Cathchart, a found which few Frenchmen ca i
nounce. It hightned continually, as ufual in the nigh i pra-
. ghts before the
change of the monfoon 3 neverthelefs, the divifion to the Hermi
gat within. piftal-thot of her ftern, beforé they were difcovélf:c{l1 ;
when the boats feparating, ranged up equally an each fide of th;
thip, and two went forward ta the bows to cut the cable o
! e cables. Durin

this approach, all hands in the fhips were up, and firmg mufket &
on, the boats, and.fhot camhe from the guns of the Compagnie dg
Indes, which lay te conmand hoth: the other thips. The Hermiona
was hoarded.in. 23 many parts as thers were boats routd her. The
erew, which were 7o Europeans, behaved well, defending them-
felves and the thip with pikes and piftols, when the attack came
band te-hand, ‘The san who firfk atfempted to cut the cable had
bis bead eut off by an officen flanding to guard it in the bowsj never-
thelsls numbers prevailed, and. the crew were all drivety or tumbled
dewn the hateh-wayss for ne concert of furrender could take place,
or be trufted. As foon as they were all down, the hatches were
clofed and eenbinels fixed over them, and then the thizen topfail,
the only fail bent, was fet tor carry off the fhip, which feveral
boats: were likewifo' reddy to tow o but by this time, the fhore,
which had waited-untib ther firing of the attack had ceafed'ir, the
thip, began. . violent cannonade, of which the lightning diretted
the gim :and fliot continually ftruck s one deftroyed the wheel of the -
rudder, killed the two men who were fteering, and cut the tilled
rope. 'The prifgners confined below deterred every one from geing
down: into: the guti-room to fix. anothetr rope to the rudder, and the
fingle 4l was- riot" fufficientto ficer the fhip:y the boats remaihed
thie only 'meand of carrying’ het off, and 'ty tugged with fuch
violence, that. they’ conitinually - fhapé the fowing ropes. Mean
while the fire coptinued from the fhore. At length, fornie:imagiried

, AT3 : that
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“}7503 that the thip had no ‘motion, and:.refifted by a cable ‘and ancHor
& concealed under her keel; on which the officer who.commanded
Ofcber.  the attack, refolved to leave her. « The prlfaners ‘below Were :told))
that it was determined to fet;heron firelt . o which- they: icame wp:
readily: .to.be carried 'off:in the boats, which rowed away- with them’
to the Tyger. Wthién airived on’board; - the:icaptain;. Dlgby Dent;
faid ‘he fhould fend his own men, if the divifion did :not.imme-~
diately return to rbrmg, ‘off the thip. This {pirited rebuke prevailed,
all the boats fet off dgan "and .met the ﬂnp ‘Half .mile nearer 3
forrthe land-wind had {prung - up and. was driving hertout. . -
T he difpofitions!ifor the attack of the Baleine, were the fame,(an&
fucceeded more eafily. - "The crew made little refiftince ; only two
men were killed before they furrendéred. 'Thhe rudder of the fhip
was athore, but feveral fails:wére bent ite the yards: which «fufficed
to move anit fteer her,! and fhe was brought, :and anchored neat the
Tyger, before. the Baleine came up-. No attempt was made on ther»
Compagma des Indes. - .l
By 'this time' the want of provifions ‘prefled .{o hard, “that l’i/frr
Lally affembled a general councily and. Apropofed ‘the. immediate
expulfion of the black inhabitants, ‘who -teprefented.- that “thelr
fidelity alone to thofe wha might condemn them to'this fevere ca«
lamity, had left it in ‘their.power to infli& it:-by théir removal,
" Iikewifey all the Europeans would. be. deprived: of their domeftics's
and frpm thele confiderations .the affembly broke up withéut de~
cifion: but, fomé. from fear-'of the other incohveniences (of: the
blockade during the'ftormy.iveather, requéfted permiffion of ‘Colonel
Coote 'to fend away, :their. families either to the Danifhror Dutch
fettlements-on the coaft; which were neutral in the swar ;r and pafi=
ports were granted e 1o s h i
Intelligence was recéived on the x1th, that the gairifon mtended{
_ to march our a detachment of 400 men, to florm the Madrafs res,
doubt in the bmmd—hcdge -and- then pufh on ta attack the large re=
doubt, which.the Englith army had ‘raifed tothe north.of it; on,
Whlch the picquets of the'camp marched, and took poft half-way, in,
order to; fafl on the. rear-of the detachment being difcovered, rthe,
Letad : - enemy

!'_'
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*elemy. made no-motion, but:the :mext:day the
without e.xecuqon,« on the Ariancopang ridoubizwn fred Rotly, but
:The.wn}ds had. for fome days. veéred and:ﬁrmgfheﬁed; and on
. :}}:Iao::i ":alLdz zgd,;‘th_e two. Adinirals ailed. out of the road of Cud-
dalore" rvit lall thé:fhips,  excepting. four, . which. two days after, on
fufpmmn:ofl}ormy weathery: went awhy. likewife. Their depar;ure
was unexpeted, b.ecaufe contrary.to:Mr: Stevens’s declaration,. that
he _wquld. mot quit the coaft-untili competled by the wtmoft ne-
ce:{ﬁr?)’r, wliuch had not yet come. - Asfoon. as they difappeared, tha
(omipagnie des Indes, and a floop Which was.in the road, -prepared’
as.had bee:n, forefeen to put to!fea,: The thip failed on the “zoth to
bring provifions: from Tranquebar, and the floop armed with feveral
guns was antended to cruize in‘the offing for .the graif-boats, which
at:this: feafon of the . year come with the wind and current from'the
northernbp ‘the fGuthern parts of the ¢oaft, and generally il in
{ight of 'the fhore. "‘The foir men.of war which left Cuddalore on
the-23d, anclidred: on the 1ft of November off of Alamparvah,
fromiwhence they. fell-down on the z4th to the road of:Pondicherry,
and: gave information, :that Mr. Stevens' was gone: with the other
%2 Thipsiof. the fquadron .to refit theth in the bay of Trincomaly.
Captain’ Prefton, on the 18th: of O&ober, 'detached fome black
horfe and Sepoys from his poft at Ratlagrammon, who came back
with 400 head of cattle of :thofe collefted. by, the French, -which
were grazing:ih the country round the: pettah of .Gingee; The de-
tachment,was, neither oppofed or ‘purfued; although a. canfiderable
party. of the French troops was, thien in the pettah ready to march.
Tpls party. moved, on, the 21ft; they were 200 Eurepeans .and
Goffiees, - 400 ,Sepoys, 100 European, and. as many black horfe,
They ¢roffed the;river Papar, on,jts decline, znd on  their anival at
‘Thiagar, a detachment larger than their number was f"r_med’ and
marched away, to attack the fort of Chandamungalum, which ftands
half-way‘g,ow‘ar,ds‘ Trinomalee ;. the fqrt:wa,s garrifoned by four ot
five , companies of Sepoys,. with. a few. Eutopeans from ’f:hxtt;a_pe;,
who repulfed the' affault; with upcommon ability, baving killed
ten Europeans, and; 40 :Sepoys,. and wounded 5o Sepoys -and 20
2 :

horfes ;.
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" hoxfes; after which the: Freach party' attempted: nothing more, but’

weturned to Thiagar, .

‘Captai, Prefton, on.the firfl intelligence of their mation from
‘Gingee, fet aus,. as before, tn followithem with: the greateft part of his
farqe: frenr Ratlagrammon, bus whemarrived pn'the 24th near Villa~
.parum, found; the rives. fivelled, and continued on the bank, i expefia-
tion of its falk 3 and on the 1{bof November;'the garrifor of Gingee,
being ftranger than the fores he had left at Ratlagramman, again
.detached a. party of 25 Enropean horfe and zo foot with three' com-
panies of Sepoys. amd fome black cavalry, to drive away alk the
-cattle- gbout thid place, which by the late captures and. purchafes
made for the camp were many herds. Captain Robert FEletcher,
who commanded during the abfence of Preflom at Ratlagrammon,
avaited. untib the enemy begam to retseat with thercattle they had
gathered, when; he appeared with gao black horfe, and three com:

' panies of Sepoys i their rear, and. followed them fix miles, but

as if cautious of coming too.clafe to theid fire ; which: continually
drew it from themm; when, perceiving that. they had almoft ex-
rpended: their ammunition, he appreached: nearer, and engaged tliem
regularly, which they fcarcely fuftained, and foor broke, and all their
‘Sepoys flung down their arms.  Fifteen of them: were: killed, and
30-with a Subadaz or captain. made prifonars ¢ of the Europeans,
fix were killed, or. fell wounded, and 150 mufkets were eolleCted.
"The next day, Fletcher, with a ftronger force; -marched again
from Ratlagrammon, and!contriving Ris time, arrivedat night, and
entered the pettah of Gingee, which has but a flight'wall, by fur-
‘prize; fet fire to it in every part,~and met’' no refiftance, except-
ing the-uncertgin fire of the .cannon- from: the hills abeve, and on
, His return lie-drove off a greater number of” their cattle than the

.enemy had- taken the day before. ) oo
The frequent, although flender attempts and enterprizes, which
h.a,d1 been made by the body of French. troops in the-field, in order
eithier to-fupply Pondicherry with provifiens, to gain: plunder, or'te
create diverfions of the Englifl force;. had in the: whole expended
more than. three hundred Europeans ; roft of the reft! were now: at
& ‘Thiagar,
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Thiagar, and'from the force rémaining at Gingee, §

g:arrifon might on occafion fpare, n§ attemfteec:tincc:zgg;g v:}: a;(t,gf
dicherry bqyond the provifions of a few day$ were to be appre=
hended. ‘They had loft, if evet it lay open, the opportunity, when they
were in full forf:e. Neverthelefs the number of troops remaining at
Pondicherry, with the defences and ammunition, ftll fecured the town
from every danger, excepting famine ; and Mr. Lally not impru-
dently preferred that the ttoops he had detached, thould remain abroad,
where they 'might do fome fervice, and would fubfift themfelves,
rathe:r( than return- to confume in Pondichetry the {lender ftock of
ptovifionis, of which they had fupplied o little. He now wifhed
even to add ‘more to their number for another purpofe, on which
i} fortune and teceflity obliged him to rely as the likelieft treans
that remained of relieving the diftrefics of Pondicherry:

The French fquadron, which had left the coaft on the 1ft of
O&ober of the preceding year, arrived on the 1 5th of November at
the ifle of France. ‘This ifland never furnithed provifions fufficient
for the fettled inhabitants, and had been fo much exhauffed of the
florés collelted from abroad, by viCtualling the {quadron 4t their
departure fot the coaft; that little remained to afford thetr ot their.
return; and this fcarcity had been injudicioufly eneredfed by the
equipment of two veflels, which had been fent to attack the Englith
faCtories in the gulph of Perfia, In this diftrefs, it'was refolved to.
follow the examplet of the preceding year, and to fend thres thips
' of burthen, under the convoy of the Centauz of 74 guhs, belonging

to the French Company, to purchafe provifiens at the Cape of

Good Hope.. But Mr. D’Aché propofed to give the eomsriand of the.
Centaur to-the captain of the King’s thip the AQif  enwhich all the
captains of the Company’s thips, of wat protefied. dgainft this px;cé
- ference, as derogatery to their own rightss anflf Whllﬂf the .tefﬁous dxi’-
putations ufual on fucht pecafiorls were éarrying onimwnting, with.
much acerbity and-little public zeal, the annual tempeft of the eles-
ments in this climate arofe in the night of the' zyth of]mauarj,‘ and-
fafted without intermiffion, and witht theiutmeft excefs, for 36 hours..
Thirty-two- veflels- it the port of Mauritiss wets torn: from theit

anchorss.
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anchors ; but,all, excepting ,one, of 30,guns, wese ftopped, by the'
ooze of. the bay fromidriving on the focks, which fraize the fhore
on which all the -fmaller craft were firanded and“vqrgc,ked,\. The>
ruin, was greater pni{thg;lfan,d.. - All; the, vegetation gf provifions’
above;the furface was deftroyed.. “Thecattle apd fowls were wathed,
away, by the. torrents, or perifhed by the inclemency, -and of the
magazmes of grain, which are all byilt of wood,  fome were .qver-
thrown, and the reft-opened by the wind to the rain, ‘F'hree months,
were employed 'in repairing;the damages of the marine .and thote,
In thisinterval, fome.few provifions werg brought, by: fome;trading

‘veflels of the colony “from Madagafcar, and the furplns;of the ifland

of Bourbon. On the 26th of May it was .determined to' fend four
thips of war, as falt as -they. could:be equipped, in order to {ubfift at
Foul-point in Madagafcar., On the 8th of June, arrived a.veflel
from. Fragce,-apprifing; that an armament was fitting out in"England
to attack the-twa iflands of Mauritius and Bqurbon ; in confequence
of which, the French government had fentthe regiment -of Cam-
bray, of 700 men, to reinforce them ; and the {quadron,:if ;at Mau-
ritius, -was ordered to coptinue therg;; and, if gope to the coaft, tq
be immediately recalled;, Thefe orders determined, Mr. D Aché
to .remain with the greateft part. of his fhi};s, for the defence of
the ifland, bat to fend. away thofe before “allotted to "Madagafcar ;
which; to faverthe confumption of victuals, werd; not, tq returh tg
the ifle of: Frarnce, until 'theggth_of Auguft: if at this time they
recgived.no directions how to agt, the. council of ‘war’, might proceed
to. the -execution of. any. fervice, of which the condition of the thips
might .be deemed capable ;, mieaning tg_ intimate, _that they might;
if they,; chofe. it, ‘go,.to, the ,godft -of .Corpmandel.. The, Centaur
failed for Madagafcar on the 16th of: June, but,the; other- threg
not in lefs than 3 month after, ‘by.,whigh,, time the regimentfof
Cambray was..arrived -in feveral -of - the, Company’s. thips ;from
France. 'The news of the ftorm was;brotight to Pondicherry by,
the Hermione.and Baleine in -July, -but. by: detainin g.the fajlors for a
while on board, the -report: was; kept fecret, {until others, propetly
fabricated and given out, perfuaded the cpl_,bnyg and the epemy, at.their

o gates,
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rgates,‘ thgt: tl'le fquadrqn* ftrongly reinforced from France might he
gvery day expe@ed on the coaft. In the middle of QO&ober letters
d.xfpatchefii from Mauritius to. Mahé; on the coaft of Malal,)ar ar-
tived. from .hente, With information of the departure of the,f
‘{hips to, Madeghear, and dubious .affurane i n

p daghtl lublous .ailurances of their intention to
come\?.t.a_}.l.c?vénts o Poridicherry. M. Lally bad always regarded
‘the_ p?irano{xs of the {quadron as fo unzealous and indecifive, that
he wisconvinced thefe- thips would not make the effort. He, how-
-ever :eoncealed this. opinion): and the. intelligence concerning the
‘ -fuppoﬁed atfack: of Mauritius from England ; but gave out that the
thips gone. to.Madagafear,; and..more, might be expeted at Pondi-
cherry with the regiment of Cambray on board. Bu, defpairing
:of ‘the selief he ‘pretérided, the perfuaded the Council to conclude a
ticaty fot; the affiftagce of the body of Morattoes under thie com-
mand:of. Vizvazypint, which had lately returned from Seringa-
"patam in Myfore; to the.confines of the Carnatic. .

-Vizyazypunt, on his firfy apprgacb from the Kriftna, had in April
{ent letters toPondichesry, tendering ‘the fame affiftance to the French
13 he wis offering to the Nabob and the Englith: a vague correfpon-
dence had continued in-confeqience of thefe overtures ; but, on his
nearer approach, Mr. Lally fent two agents to his camp. The
Morattoe' required a fam 0f ready- money in hand, and the ceflion
of .the fortrefs of Gingee, which, befides the influence it would give
Balagerow in the :province of-Arcot, was the with of a national
point of hopour, fince Gingee had, until the beginning of the

prefent century, been the capital of a race of Morattoe kings, whofe:

dominion extended fromthe Coleroon to the Paliar. The Council
empowered the agents to agree that ‘Gingee. fhould be .dclivered to
him as {oon. as the Englifh army retreated from Pondicherry, at}d
that §60;00a rupees -fhould bé paid him when his.own appe_afgd in
fight of ithe town.. All the French troops abroad were to join. the
Marattoes .as -foon as they pafed the;hills, and entered the pro-
vince;, If thefe terms- vwere: not readily accepted, the agents were

to irifinuate that, althoyugh the diffrefles of' Hyderally-had broke any
i ’m-

farther expe@ations of affiftance from him, the king of Myfore hﬁ:lf

+ Vor. IL 4 U
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felf would.be glad to obtain Ginges on the fame terms ;* when' the
Morattoes would be precluded from the« probability of -gaining any
advantage by their expedition to the Carnatic. - . |
. But as the negociation might be protralted; and provifions, eveny
for a few days, were become of great importance,;5Mr. Lally ordered
the troops abroad to make what effort they could before the rains.
ceafed ; and as Gingee was ‘fo clofely watched by Prefton’s.com-
mand, he diré&ed the main body to continue and a& from Thiagar,
from whence, by the diftance, and: the nature.of ‘the country be-
tween, their motions would be'lefs Hable to be afcertained and in-
terrupted. In the mean time, as well to fave the confumption in
the town, as to convince the Morattoes that the troops in garrifon
were more than fufficient to defend it, he refolved to fend out more
'to join thofe already in the field. ‘Accgrﬂingly,ox‘l the night of the
1ft of November, 100 Europeans crofle¢ the river of - Ariancopang
in boats, and were proceeding alorig the fea-thore, from whence they
intended to turn inland, and gain their way to the weft between
the two rivers, expe&ting ne interruption, as the rains were almoft
continual, and had drenched the- plain: but'in the clofe of the eve-
ning, a guard of Sepoys had been advanced from the fort of Arian-
copang, and took poft on the ftrand of'the fea; they fired on
‘the firft alarm upon thé French. party, who, imagining their force

‘greater, and that ‘it had beenflationed on. purpofe to intercept them,

hurried back to their boats, and: regained the ;town : only one of
the Sepoys was killed 3. the-enemy’s lofs was not known, but was
fuppofed to be ‘more. :

Exceffive rain ftopped any farther opperations between the Englifh

- camp and the French troops for feveral. days, during. which, both

continued intent only on the fea, To:oppofe the armed boats of
the town, fome" were equipped in the like manner at Cuddalore,
which on_the 7th took a boat coming with paddy from ‘Tranque-
bar; and, another going thither with effeés of value; -and intelli-
gence being received that the thip la Compagnie des Indes, with: a
fchooner and feveral fmaller veflels, were taking ini provifions there,
Commodaté Haldan detached two of the men of war with orders

Lo ~ - to
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“to ﬁ.aize*‘them, and every pther veflel whi
'I.IrOVIﬁOIIS“ of .their own,rgiet ‘on board, Tfj:y l::fnenilzlt.z :llllan ths
on the .8th, ‘where they found the Salifbury of 50 guns : fmd
from Tricopomaly, which had anchored clofe to the Cfmpa talggl‘(;e
vIr{des, agd kept her-under command, waiting orders from tfxe con:f
fodore, " “The Compagnie des Indes ftruck on the firft fummons ;
and the:,'fchodner, which was loaded with 400 bags of wheat ané
{6tme barrels of falted meat, ran athore. 'The fmaller veflels in, the
yoad :e.fcap'ed to the fouthward ; and. the Salifbury failed away with
the prize to tejoin Admiral Stevens at Triconomaly. The news of this
lofs was recéived in ‘Ponditherry withi-as much concern a5 a difafter
I the field: The” Danith government fent deputies to Colonel
Coote, with a proteft againft the infraftion of the neutrality of their
‘port} but were thewn intercepted letters, which proved their affift-
dance t6 the Frefich agents, and filenced their remonftrances,
< *On‘the *gtix‘ of the inonth, a ricochet battery of four eighteen.

pounders was fihithed in a ruined: village, 1400 yards to the north,-

‘between’ the fea-ﬁde and the bleaching town : the fhot plunged
‘along the eaft-face of the town, and were anfwered very hotly by
twelve pieces of canrion, ‘which as well from the diftance, as the
‘parapet of the battery, by which the guns weré entirely concealed,
could do.no mifchief.:

‘Oin‘the: i 2th; Colonel ‘Coote received information, that a convoy
“was advancing from Thiagar; they were 24 European and ‘100
black horfe, efcorting 100 bullocks, laden with falted beef, and each
.of the horfemen' likewife carried.a parcel of it at the croup of his
“faddle. They' croffed the Panar on the 13th, at fome diftance
‘above “T'tivadi, and proceeded between this and the river of Arian-
copang ; but- imprudently loft time in driving 300 bullocks more,
"which they tiad taken up in the way. At four in the morning they
cafne up near the fort 6f Ariancopang, and were immediately fur-
‘rounded by a'detachment of roo'European foot, 40 European and
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150 black horfe, which were ‘waiting to’ intercept them. The ‘

officer with one: of the troopers was killed, and ten, with more than

' half the black horfe, furrendered ; but the othéxr-12 of the European
- . 4§ Uz horfe
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hotfe pufhed té the 'river, and'were ferried over to-thetown under
the guns of St; Thomas’ redoubt. '“To .prevent fuch attempts in
future, $o. Eufopeans, Wlth 4 company of ‘Sepoys, were ftationed
and retrenched on the flip of fand on-thé fea-fhox:e, oppoﬁte to the
bar of the river.

By this time'the waters of the Panar were run off, and, as the
troops at Ratlagfaiion with Captaih Fletcher were deenied fuffi-
cient to oppofe what theiénemy had-at Gingee, Captain Prefton,
with the main body of his command, marched away from Villa-
porum to attack Elavanafore, to'which the officer at 'T'hiagar.fenta.
reinforcement, chiefly of ‘black troops; but after Elavanafore. was
invefted did not advance to its relief.  ‘The only gurs fit. for battery
with Préfton’s divifion,. ‘were two field twelve-pounders,- which are
too flight againft {ifong defences 5 but, as the laft thing which is
done in’ country forts is to repair them, a breach was, eaﬁly ‘made,
and the garrlfon capitulated .t difcretion, althdugh they were, 11

- Europeans, 19 Topafles, and 400 Sepoys, -with three ﬁcld-pleces,

befides the guns of the. fort.

Preparations had for. fome time been makmg at, Madrafs to con-
vert-the blockade of Pondicherry intoja yegular attack 5 and on the
16th, the Admiral Watfon, a fhip of 500 tons, laden with all kinds
of ﬁoresz arrived, and anchored off the north 'redoubt, and the

~mafloolas of Cuddalore repalrcd thither' to unload .her. On the

18th, Mr. Call, the chief engineer, arrived, ;m' the camp, to condu&
thetxenches. I A I S TR TR

"Phere’ were temalning in Pondicherry ghiout-s50 | horfes belongmg
to'thei cavalry, -for-which ho forage, conld,he procured either .withip
ot without the wills; and, as the grain they.confumed was fo much
taken from the fuﬁenance of the; garrifon, Mr. Lally refolved tp
feid them .with the beft.riders. to, Thiagar,. Colonel Coote re-
ceived: mtélhgence ofithe i mtennon, but not, of the time. At, twp.
o'clock jn- the ’mortung of the-2ft,.20a grenadiers, with.the horfe--
men, paﬂed the .rivér .on rafts, -near, the-bar, oppofite to the, re--
trenched’ guard en the' {pit of fand, ‘fmm which the. Europeans hadf

,_been withdrawn,, and oniy:the: Sepdys,*wexe gemaining ; on whom the»

French-
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French grenadfers immediately advanced, and gave therr fire, whilft
the horfemen went off as faft as they could over the plain, tékmg the
road to Trivadi. On the alarm, the pickets of horfe in the camp
mounted, and crofling the river, which chanced to be fordable at
Villenore, went in purfait, and took thirteen, whofe horfes were too
feeble to keep pace with the others,

"Major Prefton, following his fuccefs, marched from Elavanafore,
~ againft a fort called Rifhavandum, which ftands 1 5 miles to the
N. E. of that place’: it furrendered to him, after little refiftance, on.
the 22d : the garrifon confifted of 200-Sepoys, and five Europeans.
Erom hence he marched againft Chacrapollam, 2 mud fort, 15 miles
" north of Tf;iagar“; which furrendered to him without making any
defence ; for the garrifon was only a company of Sepoys, with a fer-,
3;an~t. In the mean while, the French troops remainitig at Gingee, ex--

clufive of the garrifon there, went againft Chittamoor, a fort 10, miles.
to the s. £. and were repulfed, with the lofs of 20 Sepoys and four
Europeans, killed and wounded. _ .
: )’.E;hAe ]anding of the fteres from the“Admn"‘al Watfon had been im-
(peld,eglzbyﬂ the defertion of the boatmen, who ran away, becau‘{e they
had.not. been regularly paid ; but the blockade continued with the
noft viet i I fince the laft-convoy, had attempted
xutmoft; vigilance, and nothing, fince ; P
to get. in by land; feveral boats: coming from the fouthwar » Wi ;
;“fa,lt p;pvjﬁons and arrack, were intercepted by: armed' bcfatlsl €quippe
at Deyicotalr.., The encreafing diftrefs determined M. Lally to con--
NS flity ; and on the 249th, he turned
A{ult;nothing any, longer but neceff y; and o A Ay
out of the gates all the blacks remaining in the town,Th P %

) ?ﬁ‘; whowefﬁ domeftics to the principal’ mhabxtants:rh e nug;r :;1
expelled were 1400, of both fexes, and every B 6};:7?:: the
‘in families and companies.towards all, parts of the hmltséverp \fhere
mercy of be’iﬁg fofred o pats awag . cl;: tedt‘ltlzy ow l:::lé; -o:{ -which
..ﬁqpp,éd l?y the ailvan[;:ilfl?:l?{':uﬁl' t(l)lre ;oot ofgthe giacis, begging
:i;f;}:it::l?crf:i ’:;;1?3 L’élaanY‘ of them attempting- to pafs over into the-

¥ w d upo y“ mt 4 ; and fome
€o eICd‘ ay Wete.ﬁred upon by the mufketg and.cannon; an .
SR Wea Xy raalihghv

night were quiet ; : %t day, and for.
iweye killed. At night tﬁe}{ were quict 3, but the ne Y, for
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. fix more, they repeated the fame importunities to the tewn and the
Englift pofts, and received the fame regu!&s., Examples of this
feverity tarely-occur; and in civilized war is never exercifed but with
fth= utmoft reludtarice. At length Colonel Coote, finding Mr.LaIIPr
inflexible, let the whole multitude pafs. Their only fuﬁ'erianc'e, ex-
-cepting the little they had broughit-out of the town, fecreted about
:their perfons, had for eight days been the roots of grafs they picked
‘up in the fields, in which. they lay. They were all extenuated by
.famine, and‘few had homes or friends to go to; neverthelefs their

thanks were inexpreflible, even for this chance of prefervation.
“The Nabobwas prefent at this a& of mercy, and concurred in it.
‘He left Arcot on the 15th of November, and went to Madrafs to
-onfer a few hours with Mr. Pigot, from whence he ‘arfived in the
-camp on the 3d of December. On'the'zd and 3d, two veffels, a
floop, and 4 pinnace remaining atPondicherty, failed away for Tran-
quebar, but the pinnace was taken by the boats of Devicotah. ‘
Four ricochet batteries, which were firft to open againft the town,
were finifhed on the 8th. We have alrea?r, givén fome defcription
‘of Pondicherry, when attacked by M. Bofcawen in 1 748: All the

‘baftions, rémairied in their firft form, which, for a town of this fizé,
iwas. very ¢onfined ; but counter-guard$ had been made before three
of thém, and ravelins raifed before the three gates to the land; a
‘rampart of earth had been added to thé curtains, ‘which before were
-only walls of brick five feet thick. A wetditch had been compleated

_on the thiree fides to the land, excepting in an extent of 205 yards on
the fouth fide towards the fea, where the’ ground rifing higher’ re-
-quired- a deeper excavation, which for this reafon, as being more la-
borious and expenfive, had not yet been dug; to the extremity -of
this higher ground where the ditch ceafed, came a large creck from
the river of Ariancopang, which fupplied the ditch’ all round with
~water. ‘The berm within the ditch was 25 feet broad; the covered

. Way’'was nairow, and the glaéis not fufficiently raifed. ‘The face-to

the eaft being within a few yards of the furf, and expofedonly to an
efcalade by furprize, had no ditch, but. its curtain was flanked by
projefting batteries, which likewife commanded the road. ‘The ci-

N | : . tadel
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tadel was a pentagon with fi :
ve b
bombardment ; tuo of ity baﬁioza'l{:m;‘:é _l;utktoo {mall to endure
a?d added to the fire on the fea. 'Th r t00 ed the eaft curtain,
dibufly 1zid odt in firaight fireets ;vh' he OWn Was very cofnmo-
direftioffs. ich traverfed it entirely in both
The ricochet batte .
ry of four .
of November, had for fome t'u%xu n;, Whlch.had opened on'the '1oth
moved t . ¢ been quitted, and the
oved to the north redoubt beyond the b gons e
s A yond the bound-hedge ; becaufe thei
e et was not equal either to the expeice of ammunition " eip
tigue and rifque of fthe guards. The four batteries Whicl; or the fa-
:)p,ened/ were thus fituated. One ftood near the beach to tx;lvere o
200 yards in front of that which had been abandoned, and aboe porh,
ff:rom the walls ; it mounted four 18 pounders, and,e’nﬁladcd :‘ltle! Z:{(;
;lont of the town. Another of two 24 and two 18 pounders, with
three mortars of 13, 10, and 8 inches, was raifed on the oth;r fid
of the morafs, which fpreadd to the weft; it, was 1400 ardz
from the Wall_s, .an'd .bore,k but a little to the 1e,ft,.:upon the ywe&.
flank of the baftion i the north-weft angle, which. monnted 10-
guns, and had before it, within the ditch, a ftrong and extenfive
.counter-guard, mounting 25 guns. The two other batteries were
to \the fout.h.. One on the edge of a large ifland, formed. by the-
Tiver of Ariancopang; this battery mounted only two guns, of
which, one bore on thé baftion next. to that in the s.w. angle of
. the town, the -othet.on St. "Thomas redoubt,. which ftood on the-
.oppofite bank of the river lower down.; the ‘other battery was
raifed in a- fmaller ifland below the Coto-nut, from which it i§
feparated on one hand, and on the other from the {pit of fand,
which forms the firand of the fea from the bar of the river, This
is called the Sand-Ifland ; the battery bore upon St. ‘Thomas re»
doubt, and on the’ curtain of. the town between the two. baftions-.
on this fide neareft the fea.. X
All the four batteries were only. intended to harrafs the garrifon by
2 crofs fire of ricochet fhot along the-fireets or.ramparts;.for. none of

them were on the perpendiculars on which the breaching, batteries-
4 Were.
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were intended to be'ere@ed. They opened ‘at midnight, between the
8th and gth, firing all of them at the fame time, and in vollies, on
the fignal of 2 thell. A little before:the firft volley, Colonel Coote,
xvith ‘two or three officers, approached towards the. glacis of the'

_north front, in order to obferve what effe& the firing would pro- -
duct upon the garrifon. “They beat to arms, but without confufion,
and feemed to have every thing in ‘proper order ‘on their baftions ;
they raiféd bloe lights in .different parts of the town, but did not
fire a'fhot. ‘Captain Fletcher, who was with the Colonel, very im-
prudently quitted himiwithoutnotice, and went to the foot of ‘the
glacis, where he fell in-with the centinel of an; advanced guard of
Sepoys, whom he feized :and difarmed, and was bringing off'; when
the guard, hearing -the ftruggle, ran into the covered way, from
whence immediately camea hot fire of mufketry upon Colonel Coote’s
party; but Fletcher- brought off.the Sepoy, who gave no intelli-
.gence but what was better known before, ,

"The batteries ceafed before day-break, and the guns were kept
‘mafked until the.afternoon, when they recommenced; and the town

-returned with great vivacity, but the firing ceafed ‘on both fides in -
two hours.. ‘The two batteries to the fouth prevented, the enemy
from launchirg a large boat which they had fitted on the thore near

“the- bar, and drove them likewife from their- guns in St. Thomas’s
redoubt, which were.only mounted in barbette, o -

‘The:firiig: continued dn the fix following days, but” was every
day renewed: at a different hoyr, and latted varioufly, and never
more than three or four hours at a time. © On the 18th, the vollics
ceafed for' want of powder, and only fired on particular occafions.
In all this confumption, only one-man, was killed at. the. baftions,

-and very fewin the town § but the purpofe was anfwered of wafting
*thegarrifori with ‘fatigue, which their fcanty allowance of provi-
ﬁons rendered them little able to endure.  On the 19th, a party of
“pioneers appeared at work with great cagernefs, to rajfe and.con-
“wert. the barbette of .St: Thomas’s redoubt into a parapet. with. em-
brafurés,, The battery on the fand ifland. fired to interrupt them

3 - by
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" by nightas well as by. day, but they perfevered. On the zoth, fome
powder arrived in a'vefle] from Madrafs, and the enfilade angd bom-
‘bardment recommenced from all the batteries as before; and wag
conflantly anfivered with the fame vivacity from the fown. Op the
23d, the thip Duke, of 500 tons, ‘arrived from Madrafs, laden with
17 pieces of battering cannon and¥heir fhot, and with all kinds of
fores for the fiege ; but fo few of the boatmen had returned to their

_maﬁ'polas?, that very little could be landed until others were aflembled

from, the :neighbouring ports on ‘the codft, and even from Madrafs :
this delay, however, appeared of lefs detriment, becaufe the materials
Jor the trenchesy and for the batteries which were to difmantle the
«defences.and breach the body of the place, were not yet colleited,
. and:the pglgin;ersirepgct;ed,:thaf they thould not be ready to open:
ithis firg before the ‘third of January ; but.the batteries alteady con-
ftruted continued theirs, -On jthe 26th, -Admiral, Stephens in the
- Norfolk, -with three other fhips of the line and the Prote@or fire-fhip,
rétprned into the road from Trinconomaly. ) '
"The French troops aflembled, at Thiagar wese {o much fuperior
to the Iittlgffortga;qu{rgl,,ghat they became:the t.;en;’pr of thec,oun.tgy,
.and their {mallef}: (part.les hrought in provifions in plenty, and with-
,-aut rifque. Major Prefton, having' 1o longer any apprehenfions
that the troops at Gingee would either be able to puth any convoys
through the circymvallation of the ,Enghfh army; ‘or even to diftrefs
. the pofts under the, prate@ion, of Captain Fletcher at }latlz{gramx;?xl,
refolved, by .cutting off the daily fupplies of Thiagar, to oblige
“the traaps there to em_ploy large efcorts, yvhach he hoped {f’ mte;capt.
He marched from Rathivandum on the it of December, an gl—
camped in the evening thres miles to the N.w. of T%nagar. n
t'he'n/ight .of .the 3d, all’ the French, cavalry, amounting to 202,
led by Major :Allen, - an officer- of Mr. Lally’s ;eg'lrm.en s
pufhed out of the pettah, and wént to the weft do A rm;:
malee. Being fure of provifions abread, -they intendes ; c;enlx\ah
"in the“hi)lls, waiting the event .of the negociation, “which hof;
“Laliy, was carrying on with the Morattoe Vlzvappuut(,{. C;,Ve e
troops, if it fucceeded, they intended to ‘accompany to,Pondt . fe)\:
“Vor. IL 4 X
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A 'few days afterwards, they were joined by a party of ico Euro-
pean infantry, whom, to alleviate the confumption of provifions, Mr.

‘Lally had fent out of Pondicherry in the two veflels which failed

oty the 2d and 3d of the month, and efcaped to Tranquebar ; ‘from
whence, he‘aded by the bifhop of Hallicarnaffus, they marched  to
efcort him to the camp of sz.vaz1punt at Cudapanatam, with whom
the bithop was empowered to conclude the negocxatxon They pro-
ceeded to Combaconum,’ by the fame road as the Nabob and MaJor
Jofeph Smith had come to Karical, arid recexved no'moleftation i an ‘their
Journey through the country of Tan_]ore From Combaconurri they
‘eroffed the Coleroon, and then pafled between Volcondah and Thla-
gir, out of the reach of Prefton’s troops; but 10°or 12 of them
deferted, and travelled to Tntchmopoly, ‘where they offered to' ferve,
but Wwere ot enlifted; becaufe Captain Smith had' at thi$ time dif-
covered a confplracy of the French prifoners to rife and overpower
the garrifon; in which the number of Europeans did not exceed 120,

and moft of them were invalids or_foreigners; whereas the prifoners

were 500 ; being the collection of all that had been ' taken at Ka-
rical,. Chillamhbruim, and Verdachilum, by Colonel- Moufon, and in .
the different actions at Seringham and its diftri&s, by the two Smiths
from ‘T'ritchinopoly.

The King of Myfore, not thoroughly convinced that his pro-
teftations of good-will to the Enghfh would induce them to reftore
Caroor, ferit 3 large body of troops to the confines of its territory,
in order to fécond the terms of his negociation by the appearance of
renewing; hoftilities, if not accommodated ; and other troops proceed-
ed t6 reinforce thofe at Dindigul; from whencethegovernor on their ar-
rival marched, with rooo horfe, 2000 Sepoys, as many common peons,
and fome cannon, againft Agarpatty, the neareft and laft of theforts,

which the troops of Madura had taken, but having left it only 40

Sepoys, it {urrendered on the 4th day of the attack. From hence
the Myforeans marehed againft Narafingapore, another of the forts,

_ fix miles farther, Wh}Ch they likewife battered for four days, when

théy were attacked themfelves by a firong body detached from-
Madura, who beat them off the ground, and drove them. back
T - to
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tO«Df‘ndigu L, with the Jofy of 50 men killed ang wounded, The
.coller les of Nattam, encouraged by this renewal of hoftilities, made
e ionsiato the northern diftricts of Madura, and flopped i whole
road.;of the pafs, with, trees which they felled on either fide, and with
muc}T labour dragged and laid tfxeméfac\_rofs the road with fo much
,g?%tm;:mce, that 4 ﬁnglfe’ perfon could not pafs without continual

ifficulty. o

. No events of great importance had happened dufing the courfe
of this year, in the country of Tinivelly, Tt commandant, Ma-
homed' Iffoof, after the repulfe before Wathinelore in the end
of the preceding year, was, from the want of battering cannon,
no longer in a condition to attack the ftronger holds of the polygars ;
and contented himfelf, until fupplied, with pofting the greateft part of
" hisarmy in ftations to c'h'ec'k) thePulitaver and the eaftern polygars; but
remained'hirpfél? with the'reft at Tinivelly, watching Catabominaigue
and theweftern. The departure of Maphiuze Khan from Nellitangaville
in the month of ‘Jénuary, left the Pulifaver and hi_s allies no longer
the pretext of oppofing.the authority of the Nabob in fupport of the
rights of his elder brother ; and they debated whether they, ‘thould
treat with- Mahomed Iffoof, or wait the event ‘of Maphuze Khan's’
jhﬁrney, who they fuppofed would return to ther.n, if not received
on his own terms by the Nabob. In this uncertainty, they formed
1o vigorous defigns, and errllployed t.hexr colleries in night robbe-l
ries, Whéfever;tﬁeywouﬁ elude t}l}g: ftations of Mahomied Iffoof ; bxft
étte‘mp‘téii‘ nothing in the open field or flay'. ‘ N?verthelefs, their
depredations were fo ruinous to the cultivation, that Ma-
homed Iffoof thought it worth ‘the é).cpé{me, to draw o’ﬁ' fom? of
their dependants. -and entertain th’em\ in the Company’s {er;/:ce,
as beft able to retaliate thé fame mxfchgfef" on thofe by whom
they had been- employed; and towards the'end of A.pnll,1 {év;r'ixl
of thefe. petty leaders, with theirfoll.ox;vers, amounting m[ft e who g
to 2000 colleries, joined him at Tum{elly, a,nc{ faithfully entg;; »
on the duties for \ix]rhich they h'a%erxiglaged‘.i Nfoihjz;g, ‘{Tlﬁj‘:\(g;,m t:ec
r fighting happened untill the end o , -
;igl}l:;grueﬁ gagapefréd Iz)llt),the head of two ot three thoufand men, near
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Etiaporum, and ftood the attack of fevert companies of Sepoys, drawn
from the limits towards Nellitangaville, by whom they were difperfed,
but with little lofs. In May Mahomed Ifloof. received intelligence of
the hoftilities commenced by the Myforeahs from Dindigul, and the
orders of the Prefidency to oppofe them ; in confequence of which he
fent the detachment we have mentioned of 1§00 Sepoys, - 300 horfe,
and 3060 peons.- T hey were {carcely gone, when a new and uriexpeQed’
alarm arofe in the Tinivelly country. The Dutch government at
the ifland of Ceylon, had received a large reinforcement.of European
troops from Batavia, which affembled at the port of Columbo, op-
pofite to,Cap‘% Comorim, from ‘whenkee-a part of them arrived in the
beginning of June attI’htaCor’i'n, aDutch fort onthe continent, 40 miles
éaﬁ‘of’)i‘ihiveflly. "Two hu,nfired' Eu;?p¢aﬂs, with equi}pments,, tents,,
and Held‘-&igc":eé, iplg'mefiiatque anamped,f givi'p.g, aut that the}_f ’lhoula‘
ﬂiog’,tly be reinforced ;l:)y mbre than their own’ humb)éj, and that 400
other Europeans. had left Batavia at the {ame time with then_xfelves,_
and were gote to; Cothin on the Malabar coaft, in‘order to join the
king of Travancore. - The natives were' frightened, and "pretended
to have difcovered, that the force théy faw was intended to affift the
polygars in, driving tb? Englith out of 'the country of Tinivelly,
and to begin 'by attacking thé town., ‘Mahomed Iffoof immediately
fent-to the, Dutch: chief at Tutacorin,, to demand- an explanation ;
“who anfiwered, that he fhould give ‘none, . A few days after the
troops advanced inland, and halted’at Alvar Tinivelly, a town in
a very fertile diftri, fituated 20 miles' s. E. of Tinivelly, and the
fame diftance s. w. of Tutacorin; and at the fame time, another
body ‘of 200 Européans landed from Colombo at Manapar, 20
miles to the s. E. of Alwar Tinivelly,. Mahomed' IffGof had pre<
vioufly drawn, troops from the eaftern ffations, and marching with
.4000 Sepoys, and {ome horfe, appeared in fight of the Dutch. troops
at Alvar ‘Tinivelly in the evening of the 18th of June; who, in the
enfuing night, ‘decamped in ftri& filence, and marched 'back to
\Tutaéoriq; thofe' at, Manapar went. away thither likewife in ‘the
fame embarkations which brought them; and no .more was heard of
this al arm, ' ‘

2 The
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The. depredations of the polygars continued; but, deprived of
. Maphuze Khan, and hearing how clofely Pondicherry was invefted,
they ventured nothing more: thePulitaver’s colleries continued as ufual
the moft aftive in the robberies; and to reprefs them, Mahomed

7°7
1760.
——

Decembers

Ifoof again ftationed the greateft part of his force towards Nellitan~ .

gaville.” In December thefe troops formed a camp at the foot
of the hills within three miles of this place, and Mahomed Iffoof
joined them from ‘Tinivelly on the 12th; he had purchafed
feveral eighteen-pounders at Tutacorin, and had the two mortars
which had been fent to him the year before from Angenjo, but no
thotior thells for either, and was moreover in want of -gun-powder
‘and flints, all which he expeéted from Tritchinopoly, and, whilft
waiting for them, made fuch.preparations as the country afforded to
attack Nellitangavillein form. On the zoth of the month, the
colleries, with the Pulitaver at their head, attacked his camp, fal-
lying, as ufual, on all quarters at once, and perfifted until 100 of
them fell; but they killed ten of Mahomed Iffoof’s men, and
wounded feventy, and fome horfes.

At this time the Myforeans on th‘e frontiers. of Caroor, al-
though profefling peace, and difavowir.:g the operations pf the go-
vernor of Dindigul, did not, prohibit their own horfe fr(.)m foraging in
the diftrics, of which they had confented that the Englith thould col-
le& the revenue, until the Prefidency and. their king bhad agreed
concerning the reftitution of the fort. ‘The.crop on the groumsl was
plentiful and ready to be cut; and as the renewal of hofhlmf:s
would 6nlly, aggravate the evil thex meant to revenge, Captain
Richard Smith refolved to remain quiet until the. harveft was ga-
thered. Such was the ftate of the fouthern couatries at the end of
th?]‘}:: rc.onfumptio‘n of provifions in Pc_mdichex:ry had ever fince the
month of Auguft, .exceeded the fupplies received: I!.l November,
when the. black inhabitants were turned out, the foldxery were put
to an allowance of a pound of’ rice a day, with a lxttle‘ meat at in-

" tervalse In the beginning of December, Mr. Lally caufed a fin&

{earch to be made in all the houfes of individuals; and what could be
found
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160,  found in them was brought to the citadel, from whence they were,

‘—~~  diftributéd ‘indifcriminately to the' militasy ard inhabitants. . T'wo

Decembet. colonels’ lately arrived from France, .inen of family, deemed -the"
fearch int, Yheir apartments: an affront, and fent word .to -Mr. Lally,
that they would no longer at as officers ; but on every occafion
as volunteers. But the event juftified the feverity; for by the
énd of Decertiber, nathth{’cmdmg fome fupply had come in
by the fea, the ftock remaining in the public flore was not more
than the confqmptxpﬁ of three-days; and Mr. Lally, guided by
certain information, detefmined . that . apother. fearch: fhould be
made ; on which father Lavaur,-the fuperior of the Jefuits, who
knew all the fecrets of" thi¢ town, prevailed orf him, to defer it, pio-
mifing to produce a fufficiency for fifteen.days mare,. but. gave. no
expedation of farther fupply; but the French, agents with-Viz-
‘vazypunt fent hopes of fucceeding in their negotlatlon; and ‘on
the laft day of the year intelligence was received in the Englith
‘camp, and fomewhat credited, that a large body of Morattoes, with -
all the French horfe, were arrived from Cudapanatam-at Trino-~
malee, and were going to Thidgar, from whence they intended,
at -all eveiits, to pufh with provifions to Pondicherry.

The rains had ceafed for fome days, and the weather was re<
ftored to its ufual temperance; the fky bright, although the winds
{ometimes ftrong, which always, at this {eafon, blow from the north,
and near-the coaft in the day from the fea, and at night from the
land : but on the goth of December, although the weather con-
tinued faif, a large fwell came from the-s. E. and the furf beat fo -
hollow and heavy, that no boats could pafs ; which encreafed in the
night., The next morping the wind frethened, and the fky was
clofe and du(ky, but without that wild irregularity which prognofti-
cates a ftorm ; and this afpe& did not change till noon, nor the wind
encreafe until eight at night. ‘There were in the road eight fail of
the line, two frigates, the fire-thip, and the fhip with ftores from
Madrafs, in all 12 fail. From eight o’clock the wind blew in fquals,
every one ftronger than the laft, until 10, when the Admiral’s thip,

‘ Norfolk, cut her cable, and fired the fignal for the other fhips to
do
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do fo tod; but the ﬁgfxa! guns were not heard, and the fhips,
in obedience to the diftipline of the navy, rode until their
cables ~parted \Vlt%‘l the firain, when they with much difficulty.
got before tl}e‘ wind, none able to fet more than a fingle fail,
and none wlt_hout {plitting feveral. Every minute encreafed
the florm until tx.;velve, by which time the wind had veered from
the ~. w. w}3ere 1t_began, to the N. E.; when it fuddenly fell
ftark calm with thick haze all round. In a few minutes the
wind flew up from the fouth-eaft, and came at once in full frength
with muchi greater fury than it had blown from- the other quarter.

By the delay of not getting early under {ail whilft the ftormwas from
the north, moft of the fhips loft the opportunity of gaining fuffici-
ent fea-room before it came on from the fouth-eaft. The firft guft
of ‘this wind laid the Panther on her beams, and the fea breaking
over her, Captain Affleck cut away the mizen ; and this not anfwer-
ing, the main maft likewife, which broke below the upper deck,
tore it up, and. continued fome time encumbering over the fide of
the thip without going clear off into the fea, until the thock of a
wave fent it away. ‘The thip then righted, the reefed forefail ftood,.
and brbught her back into fourteen fathom water, when fhe dropped.
the fheet anchor ; but not bringing up, which means turning to ride
with her head to the anchor, they cut away the fore-maft, which
carried away the bowfprit, when the fhip came round; and thus
rode out the ftorm. ‘The America, Medway, .and Falmouth, cutting
away all their mafts on the different neceffities with the fame pru-
dence, rode it out likewife, after they had anchored again pearly in
. the fame foundings as the Panther.

The Newcaftle, the Queenborough frigate, and the _Prote&or
fire-fhip, returning with the s. E. ftorm, miftook their found--
' ihgs, and drove towards the fhore, thhou!: knowing where they
. were, or attempting to anchor. The' roaring of the fuif was
not to be dxﬁfnguifhed in the general t.umult of the elements ;.
- and the danger was not difcovered until it was too late, and the

three fhips came afhore about two miles to the f{outh of Pondi-
b 3 ) . cherry 1
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1761. ~chetry; but.only feven mall thc crews perifhed, who werg knocked
V— vér board by the thock of ftriking-aground. . ’
- January. The Duke of. Aqmtam, the Sunderland,.and the Duke ﬁore{hlp,

:kunfortunately preferved alltheir shafts through both the ftorms, un-
.il they were driyven back to the mecéffi ity of anchoring; and in |
~bringing up with them ftanding, all the three either broached tp,
" .sor overfet, and-went to the:bottom. Eleven- hundred Europeans
. perifhied \in thefe thips ; only feven, :and {even:lafcars, were Taved
.vout of the crews, who were *pu:ked up the next day, ﬂoatlng on

, pieces of wreck.

"The:difference of the élemént 'prevented the deﬁru&xon from bc-
.{ing equal arland; but the ravageiin proportion was not lefs, All
.:theitents and tempofary caferns of the.camp-on the Red-hill, and -
-its outspoifts, were blown ‘to-pieces. The ammunition abroad fpr
-ammediate fei‘vice wag suined. -NNothing femained: undamaged that
was not updet-the Thelter .of mafonry, either at the redoubts of the
: boyind-hedge;, in the buildings at'Oulgarrey, or in the.fort of Ville-
+ nore, wWhergthe: main ftock of gup-powder was depofited. The fol-

.lﬂlers,g -unable to.carry off their mufkets, and refift the florm, -had

sleft them' to:the ground, and were driven-to feek fhelter for jtheir
- 1own: perfons wherefoever it was to be found. Many ;of the black
:attendants..of the :camp, -from the natural feeblenefs -of their .con-
-ftitution, perifhed by theinclemency of the hour. The.fea had every
where brolen, overthe beach, and overflowéd the. country as farsas
.the bound-hedge; and all the batteries and.redoubts whichthe army
had raifed were. intirely ruined. But thefe detriments might be re-
paired. -The great anxxety remained for the other thips of the
. fquadron, whofe fortune was not yet known.

The .town of ‘Pondichery beheld. the ftorm and its effelts

‘as a deliverance fent from heaven. The fun refe clear, and thewed
- the havook fpread mround. ‘It was propofed by fome to march
.out immediately, and attack the Englith army; but >this -operation .
was imprafticable ; becaufé no artillery could move through the .
-inundation, nor could the troops carry their .own ammunition dty;
otherwife .three hundred .men, properly armed, would nqt, for °
. : . ‘three
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JIthree*hours after day-J; :
“dition to refift them,y h’lgsg’w};nglzserIth 100 together in a co-
station, that the fhins £ ‘ y one then.turned to expec-
. ps trom Madagafcar might arrive in the ;
-yal‘beforc the: Englith hips in the road were repai ldn oo inter-
tjoined them from the fea: byt the excellence of t}fpalre e 'Othe}‘ ;
_-not alter Mr. Lally’s miftru { ° Opportunity did
! ; . y's miftruft of the refource; and letters
:imumediately difpatched to the agents at Puliacate, Tranqueb ol
N egapatam, ordering them to fend away~proviﬁo;1s withqinﬁar’ od
-Pe(’}l‘ion‘, at evéry rifque, on any kind of embarkation, e
" 'I'he anxiety for the miffing thips continued unt; -
next d:ay,‘when the Norfolk with Ij)&‘dmiral Stevenst’lsl ﬂiu; :.:Zs (:fxff:hf
vered in the offing. ‘The thip, prepared at all points, before t;;c
fouth-eaft florm arofe, fcudded before it with a ﬁay-f;il without
lofing a maft; and without being obliged to anchor until ’the wind
fell, when in the morning they difcovered Sadrafs. The appréhen-
fion of more bad weather -made the Admiral put out again to fea;
when he met the Liverpool, entirely difmafted. ‘This thip, haviné
parted her cable, and got under fail before the others, had gained more
fea-room than any of “them ; .but the fouth-eaft ftorm had carried
away all her-mafls; foon after they were joined by the Grafton,
who gave the welcome information that the had left, on the 28th
of December, the, Lenox, Admira] Cornifh, with the York, and
“Weymouth, 30 leagues off the land.: they were all returning to-

gether from Trincomaly : the Grafton, after parting with them, met

hard weather during the hours in which the ftorm was raging near
the coaft. 'The Admiral, leaving her to .take care of the Livers
pool, anchored in the road of Pondicherry the next morning, and
they in the afternocon. ‘The other three fhips came in the next
day. On the 7th came in the Salifbury, with the prize la Compagnie
des Indes, likewife from T'rincomaly, and the Tyger from Madrafs,
where the violence' of the ftorm had not reached. No more were
to be expefted; for. the Elizabeth and the Southfea-caftle, want-
ing the-dock, were failed for Bombay, with the two other prizesy
the Hermione and Baleine. But by this time, the four ‘difmafied
thips, “although not quite refitted, were again in a condition to
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.aéx on neceflity ; and: tflus in a week after the florm, which had

.raifed {uch.hopes of deliverance in the garrifon .of Pondicherry, they
faw theirroad again blockaded by eleven fail of the line, and although

three of them were enly .of 50 guns, all were manned above their

,complements by the addition of the ctrews which had been faved

from the three ftranded fhips. Their boats continually cruizing,
intercepted, ordrove away “whatfoever embarkations came towards
the road with. provifions; but feveral boats which were launched from
the town in the three nights immediately ‘after the ftorm, favoured
by the wind, the cusrent, and the darknefs,- efcaped to the fouth-
ward. In one of them Mr. Lally fent away. Rajahfaheb, the fon

" of Chundafaheb, who, ever fince the defeat of Vandiwath, had re-

fided with his family in Pondic}ierry, he landed at Negapatam,
and from thence paﬂ'ed to Ceylon in the charater of an ‘elephant-
merchant. :

Every diligence was exerted to reftore the works and ftations of
the arrhy to the condition from which they had been difmantled
by ‘the florm. Reports of the Morattoes continued, and the ad-
vantages of the prefent opportumty increafed the apprehenfions of
their attempts to throw provifions into the town.. The bound hedge
and its redoubts remained as before a fufficient defence as far as they
extended ; but the fouth fide of the blockade alopg the river of
Ariancopang: was laid open by thie ruin of the two batteries on the
coco-nut and fand ifland, and-of the ftar redoubt on the fpit of fand
aver agamf’c the bar ; which <could not be reftored in ten days; and
the torrent of the river prevented the immediate tranfport of men and
materials to fet about the work. Colonel Coote therefore deter-
mined, as foon as the river fubfided, to furprize St. Thomas’s re-
doubt, which, whilft it remained as .at prefent withaut oppofition-
on the .other thore, would prote@ the paflage of what convoys the
garrifon might expe ; but if taken, would preclude | their approach
even more efficacioufly than the pofts on this the blockade which
the ftart had ruined. ‘The waters fell’ fufficiently on the sth, and
the detachment intended for the attack, haying previoufly affembled
at the Ariancopang redoubt, which ﬁ:ood above at the extremity }c:f

4 ' the
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the bound-hedge, and on the fame fide of the river, marched dowrt
after it was dark under the bank, which-was fteep and tkirted by a
fand, The reddubt ftood at the opening, but on the farther fide, of a
channel, which firikes to the north from the main body of the river,
and carries water into the ditches of the town. A French officer, with
three troopers -of his nation, who had taken fervice in the Englith
army, croffed firfk, whilft Colanel Coote himfelf, with the reft of the
. detachment, halted on the nether fide of the channel. ‘The officer
~ was challenged, and anfwered that he came from the town with a
party, which Mr. Lally had fent off in hafte, on intelligence that
the, Englith intended to attack the redoubt this very night. He was
believed, and admitted; and Colonel Coote hearing no buftle or firing,
immediately fent over the front of his party, who, as foon as their
pumbers were fufficient, declared themfelves,-and threaten? d to put
the whole guard to death, if afingle man made the leaft noife, or at-
tempted to efcape. All obeyed, excepting one Caffre, who ftole away
unperceived. They confifted of a ferjeant, five gunners, five C-faﬂ"res,
. and fome Sepoys. ‘The chief gngineet, Mr. Call, followed with the
pioneer company of 5o Europeans, and\w? Lafc?rs, carrying ga-
bions, fafcines, and tools, with which the;:- 1rrfmcdxat.ely fet to work
‘ to clofe and retrench the gorge; over which it was fntended wI}en
neceffary to turn the guns againt the town. Atone in the mof-mr}xlg
blue lights appeared over the ramparts along the fouth from-l,1 as ;f the
* garrifon apprehended fome attack on their walls. Soon after they began
gaﬁ‘e fingle fhot upon the redoubt, which came with .fuch good aim,
t;; tr tﬁe-%)arty at work threw the guns out of thefr carriages on
e d. to preferve them. At two, every thing was quiet
Phe B ot ang the work forward, when Colonel Coote vc:ent;
o thet;?vg’reﬂ at his head quarters at Oulgarry, leaving a hel.l-
T of ill with the 40 Europears; and too Sepoys, in
nan Ofbam ;:{il the officer' was ordered to defend to the laft
zl;ael;:g?;. t,"Iv‘vhe workmen had ‘finifhed, and were withdrawn at

four oclack. At five, the redonbt- was attacked by the four’ com-’
ou . ive, the rec
panies,of grenadiers) from ' the

. garrifon : they affaulted on every
4Y 2 fide
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‘17634 fide at once, few fired, and all puthed with fixed bayonets through
“—— the ditch over the parapet.)! The refiftance was not-equal either-
Jenuargs' o the firength of the poft, for it'was clofed on all fides; or to-

' the number of the guard, which were, including the Sepoys, 140.
men. Some efcaped: by jumping aver the parapet;-a few were.
killed, and thé greateft part, with the officer, furrendered themfelves.-
prifoners. At noon, Mr. Lally fent back all who.had "been-taken,.
to the Englifh camp, for-want of provifions to feed them ; but on
condition, that they fhould not ‘a& again. This-difcovery of the-
diftrefs of the garrifon-could:only be required’ or ‘warranted by the-
utmoft neceffity. However, Mr. Lally might fuppofe, that the pri--
foners had not time to' learn the worft of what.the town was.en«-
during, and that they could not tell fo much as .deferters.

On the failure of this.attempt; a large portion_of. the working -
parties was dllotted to complete the redoubt on the fpit- of .fand;
which-was to replace that which had been wathed away.. It was
raifed for the advantage of higher ground, three hundred yards. in
the rear of the former its fcale fufficient to contain 400 men, and:
to mount 16 guns in differerit dire®ions. Equal attention was given
to repair and complete the Hanover battery, where, from the lownefs
of the fituation, much labotir was.requifite to'clear the water, which
had filled the trench that communicated with it from, fome inclofures
in the rear. The only fire from the town was to interrupt the
workmen here, but with little effe@. On the yth, the Com-
pany’s {hip Falmouth afrjived from. Madrafs, laden with battering
capnon, ammunition, and. ftores, ” to. replace what had foundered
in the Duke: and on the gth another fhip. brought Mr. Pigot the
%overnor, with Mr. Dupré, one of the council, and Captain” Robert '

arker, who.had been to Madrafs to fuperintend the embarkation of
the ftores and artillery, which Captain Hiflop and he were now to
direct againft the town. *

At this time the Nabob received intelligence that his agents had
<oncluded a negotiation. with the Morattoe general Vizvazypunt. -~
-Allen, and the Bithop of Halicarnaffus, had added the offer of ‘Thiagar

L2 ‘ to
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t» Gingee, and the payment , . .
and profered fubﬁanﬁa{ fhroﬁ'so-fs 5(:2\;?5; ;r?::: tf}?;s t}‘::lr aflittance; 1761,
money-changerf» were induced to this- venture, whe:r{hetrr;bew:: m
:;to IﬁtarsiuCh ';En g’ondi’cherry, nor :likely %0 come, remains yns
thens s ﬁe.df‘ ither Vizvazipunt himfelf ?nuﬁ: have encouraged
o {tand forth in appearance, that he might obtain the hjgheft -

;:rms. from the N:flbob. ; or fome fecret-enemy of the N aboh, whe was .

gain. advantage by the' march of the Morattoes into the Carnatic,
and t.he' {upport of 1_’ond1cherry, muit have proved to the throffs the
certamty .of proc.lucmg the money before the payment fhould fall
upon their fecurity ; in this cafe we fee no one but Hyderally to
conjectures The Nabob’s agents were fo perplexed by the fa&, that
they rofe by degrees from the fame fum of 500,000 rupees with
which they bad begun, and -concluded for two millions, of which
one was to be paid in 20 days, and the other in nine months; on
which Vizvazipunt told the French reprefentatives, that they had
no afliftance to expett from him; and Allen and the Bifhop
- went away-with their troops, who were 200 Europeans mounted,
and 1o00’on foot, to Hyderally in Bengalore, which is five days
from Cudapanatam, The Nabob, on this important occafion, as -
indeed ‘on all others. ever fince he was convinced of the pro-
‘bability of taking Pondicherry, enlarged himfelf with more de- -
<ifiont and fpirit, than he had ever exerted fince his government,
and firft connexion -with the Englifh nations and as the fmalleft
andiflembled exceflés of the mind tell more than the whole com-
‘pofure of -political reafon, he mever failed to alk Colonel Coote
every day, whether he-was fure, and when, Pondicherry would
furrender. Advices were at the fame time received from Captain
.Prefton;* that he had attacked the pettah of ‘Thiagar, WhiCh ftands
on: the plain, and after fome refiftance carried both the mud-walls;
on which the French troops who defended it ran to the rock,
and {aved themfelves.in the fortifications above, which could only
be affaulted by furprize; or réduced by famine or bombardment : he

had already begun to throw fhells from two howitzers, and was wait-
‘ ing

»
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ing for mortars from Madrafs. IThefe advices removed any .farther
apprehenfions of fuccours getting into Pondicherry from the land.
‘By the‘morning of the 1oth, the Hanover battery was compleated;
but before it opened, Colonel Coote, with feveral officers, advanced
from the Villenore redoubt, to reconmoitre the baftions of the
town. As they were ftanding about 800 ‘yards from the walls, a
flag appeared approaching. Colonel Coote fent forward yhis_ aid-
de-camp lieutenant Duefpe, {not the officer we have mentioned
at Vandivath) to receive his meffage or letters, Two other officers °
accompanied Duefpe, and went on in- the avenue leading from
the Villenore redoubt to the glacis, until'they -were challenged by
the centries, and ordered to retire; but not obeying, a fhot wis |
fired from a fix-pounder on the Villenore gate, which miffed them,
but unfortunately ftruck and killed Duefpe, as he was talking to
the meflenger. Colonel Coote fent to demand fatisfaction for the
outrage, {uppofing ‘it unprovoked. Mr. Lally confined the'. officers
on duty at the gate, and the next day {ent his aid-de-camp to explain
the mifchance, for which he exprefled much concern: 5
A few hours after Duefpe was killed, the Hanover batter
.opened with ten guns, fix were twenty-four, and four cighteen-
pounders, and with three mortars, two of thirteen and one of ten
inches, * The fix guns on the left fired upon the weft face of the
N. w, baftion, and of the counter-guard before it. The twa next
upon the next baftion on the left, which was {mall, and mount-
ed only three gunst: it was called St. Jofeph. The 'two other
guns ‘on the right battered the two “projefting towers ftanding
on each fide of the Valdore gate, which had a good ravelin

“in front between them. The mortars fired varioufly. . The fire

of the cannon ceafed in three hours, but the mortars ¢ontinued
at intervals throughout the day. The garrifon returned very fpa-
ringly.. The next day, the 11th, the battery, having been da-
maged by its own ufe, fired lefs, and the town more, with the
addition of fhells from two- mortars in the Valdore ravelin, which
feveral times fell in and near the Hanover battery; which never-
‘thelefs opened again the next morning quite repaired, and with

’ great
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great vivacity ; but the enemy neither in this nor ¢t :
night had .given' any repair to the n. w. baftion, ancil ?tspgflendtl;f
i;ouard; which, in confequence of this negle&t, had very little fire

-1:eturp, nor did much come from the baftion of St. Jofeph, or

" tl}e works of’ thc:, Valdore gate, Many deferters came over in' thefe t,wo
n.lgl.xts, and ghexr- accounts agreed of the difmal diftrefs of the gar-
rifon. The Englith army, on the contrary, received the confirmation
of a report, that more forces from England (fent by the fame fpirie
as the others) were arrived at Anjengo, on the coaft of Malabar.
fix hundred men, the remainder of the highland regiment, had
embarked in the month of May in.five of the company’s thips and
two men of war of the line. Three of the company’s and one of
the men of - war arrived at-Anjengo on the 15th of December, and
the others were daily expected there.

The redoubt on the fpit of fand to the fouth was compleated by
the night of the r2th, and the workmen and tools recalled, to ferve at
the opening of the trenches, for which all the materials were by this
time colleéted. The Hanover battery fired little through the 13th,
and received only a few fhells, 'In the beginning of the night, all
appointed for the trenches were aflfembled at the bleaching town.
They were 700 Europeans draughted from the rank and file, 400
lafcars, the pioneer company *of 70 Europeans, and 200 coolies:

" there were likewife 400 oxen, with their drivers, one to three,

“The ground was opened, under cover, juft within the fkirt of the
bleaching town, in the part neareft the beach. After three thort

7 returlis, the trench was brought to the outfide .of thfé hou{éf,
and from hencé puthed on obliquely in one. fireight line, untit
it paffed crofs ‘the high road leading from the Madrafs gate, on the
other fide of ivhiéh_road, the intended battery was’ to be e.re&ed.-

" This oblique trench was 480 yards long, and from its termination
was continued another of 280 yards, parallel-to the defences of
the town. Two fhort trenches" continued, one from e:ach end
of -this parallel;and fell in with the two ends. of the intended
battery, which was to be conftruéted 4o yards in front; and the

he rear was to be the flation of the main guard for

parallel 1n t the
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the fupport of the battery, if attacked. :All this ‘wotk, compré~
heriding 8ao yards, fheltered on the.left by gabions, . fafcines, and

~{and- bags was executed by the-European foldiery, divided.into com=

panies, all working at the, fame time according ta the trace, on the
different -ground allotted to each divifion's whilft-the 400 .lafcars,
and the 200 coolies, were employed in bringing the materials, not
only to them, but .to .the battery, where the pioneers were
at work, as requiring more knowledge and exaétnefs ; who before
the morning had finifhed fix embrafures in.the battery ; .to,which,
likewife, the : oxen had brought-the cannon from .the artillery=
park, which shad been formed mear the fea-thore, juft without
-the bound-hedge. -It was.{carcely poﬂ.’ible for the fame number
of bunds-to have done more work -in the .fame time. Colonel
Coote, and the principal " officers, pafled the night in the trenches,
and were accompanied by Mr..Pigot and Mr. Dupre‘ The town,
:to their :great furprize, although blue hghts ‘often appeared on
.the walls,.did not fire a fingle fhot to interrupt the work. Care
had been staken to leffen the ufual .noife, by snot driving -the
picquets .of the gabions into the earth ‘with.the entrenching tools ;
neverthelefs, {fo.many perfons contiivally bufy, thefound of the
.carrngea and oxen, -and thé call of their drivers could fcaicely re-
main xunheard ; as the battery :was within 450 yards.of the walls.”
Juft before day-light .all the.workmen were withdrawn, and 100
Europeans, with goo Sepoys, were poﬁed in the parallel, and ano-
ther party of the fame nuiber -in the cover of the village at the
tail of the trenches, .in order to fupport the foremoft guard. The
embrafures that were finifhed were left mafked; becaufe there had
not been time to lay down the platforms for the guns. Neverthe-
lefs, it was expedted, that the garrifon would fire hotly the enfuing
.day, were it anly to damage the parapet of -the battery.

- "They were doubtlefs aftonithed at the work they faw done; but,
.only fired now and then, and only fingle fhot ata time; obferv-
ing which, the chief enginéer fent carpentérs, who laid down the plat-
forms, without receiving any hurt. ‘The Hanover battery fired
.:hroughom the day, with all its artillery and redoubled vivacity,,

. which
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which before night ﬁlencgd,alf the guns agziiufi: which it opened :
on the N. w. baftion and its fcd\ii)ter-g‘ﬁakd, on St. Jofeph's Poef{lil ’
two der)lel-g)aﬁi‘ons,ﬁ_:}mﬂ on the ravelin of the Valdore g‘iea g

At xng&_)t e}xq ;p_i{)ne‘e1§, w1th 300 Lafcats, went to work again

v

. N [ { 3 Wi
at the royal battegy ;. and the town, .bavmg well imarked the aim,
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. 3

ept up a fmase fire of thot, ‘gripe, and mufketry, ‘which
killed or. flartgerouﬂx Wmnded 12 men in the Dbattery. Several
howers of gain fell in the hight; which' gave apprehenfion that
the nenemy.\wouiﬂ tally 3 but they refrained, and’ before “ day-light
the battery’ Av"s‘rias;é(f)‘ﬁa’pleéted. It ‘was c?l[é& the royal, and‘contained
eleven twepty-fodr pounders, andon thé left three heavy mortars, 1t
.opened early in the morning, and, feconded by the crofs and enfiladin
fire of | the Hanover battéry with 10 Funs, foon filenced all the defences
“which ] ore upon it ; ’ex'cep}ing a ‘gun or two on the baftion next the
- beach. ,inaéivity jci\inegf qe{:dﬁt& “in this unaccountable aban-
~don of defence; which was fo great, that, what rarely happens
_until all pomgxgnc’ling works are entirely demolithed, men were ft,

and continued at. work. thxpu}gbogt;ﬁei day, aiong the whole line of

the trenches, fixing pipre fecurely the gabions, ramming down t}{e
earth, and fmoothing the tops of, the parapet, that the troops, if
 fallied upon in.the enfuitig night, might fire over them with cer-
tainty and fafety. A party was draughted to begin,. as"{oon as jt
‘was dark, another battery,of ‘fgx'gpng, 300 yards ‘njeage{r{ to the
beach, and. 150 pearer the walls: it was intended to, deftroy the

) s . ¢ > [

flanks of the feveral b {tions, which ﬂlef royal battery ?ou]d only
 take in reverfe. . o . o .
. As the fun was fetting, Colonel Cgote, comung, as was hl%, cuftom,
_to fupervife, the batteries, faw- a flag advancing in .t‘beh' ;}lqn(oirf
4v§1;ue; who, heing- challenged, announced t?;e apgrgac hor(:s ;
pui;atio’n.) "They came on foot, the town having neit .erd oh s o
b ey e e Do
.. bis head-quarters at Oulgarry, "}he deputi oionel Luy)
f gmﬁx:ndgﬁt'of' the: kidg’; gﬁgc;g,g father Lavaur, f_‘;pqn.cvt;l glf: ;):z
JJefuig‘s‘hMégaciq and }Cél‘xrtin, members of the council, with Ta
_ ferving as interprefer, | .

Vor. 1L -4 Z

Co‘lonel
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* Colonel Durre delivered a memorial’ figned by Mr. Lally of the
following purport: ¢ That the Ei'lglifh had taken Chanderna-
¢ gpr‘e againft the faith of thg tréaties of neszgrality) which hgd al-
« ways fubfifted between the European nations in Bengal, and ef-
¢ pecially between-the Englith and Fiench ; and thisat atime, when
« that fettlement had juft rendell‘ed the Englifh the moft fignal fer-
“ yices, as well by refufing to join the Naboh Surajah Dowlah in
“ the. attack of Calcutta, as by receiving and fuccouring the. inha-
“ bitants of this colony, after fthfcir defeat and difperfion ; by
¢ which protection they were enabled to remain in the province, and
“ by this continuance ta recover their fEttlements ; as Mr. Pigot had
‘¢ acknowledged in a letter to the government of Pondicherry.—"

“That  the goverment of Madrafs had refufed to fulfil’ the con-

¢ ditions.of a cartel concluded between the two, crowns, afthoﬁgh
¢ Mr..Pigot had at firft accépted the cartel, and commiffioners had
‘“ been appointed on both fides to meet at Sadrafs, in order to fettle

"¢ amicably whatfoever difficulties might occur in the execution,”—

“ This conduét of the Englith (Mr: Lally goes on) puts it out of
““his power, as refponfible to the court-of France, to propofe any
““capitulation for the city of Pondicherry.”"—¢ The troops of the
“king’ and company furrender themfelves, for want of provi-
“ fions, prifoners’ of war to his Britaninic Majefty, conformably
““to the terms of the vcartel, which .Mr. Lally claims for the
“ civil inhabitants and citizens, and for the exercife of the
“ Roman religion, the religious houfes, hofpitals, chaplains, fur-
¢ geons, domefticks, &c. referring to the two courts to decide 2
*¢ proportional reparation. for the violations of treaties fo folemnly ef-
* tablithed.”—¢¢ In confequente, Mr.* Coote may to-morrow morn-
““ing at eight o’clock take poffeflion of the' Villenore-gate, and on
““ the fame hgur the next day of the gates of the citadel (Fort Louis) ;
“¢ and as he has the force in his own hands, he may ditate fuch far-
¢ ther difpofitions as he may think Proper."——“ From a principle of
#¢ juftice and humauity alone ¥ demand (thefe are Mr. Lally’s words)
“¢ that the mother and fifters of Rijahfaheb be permitted to feck - an
“ afylurh wherefoever they fhall think proper, -or that they re-
: &1 o nain
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“ main.. prifoners with the Enslifh ‘and b i i

s v L, » and be not delivered jnt t
:‘ Eands of Mahomied Ally Cawn, fiill tinged with the blooglo? t!}::
¢ father azfd hufband, which he thed, to the fhame indeed of tho{'e'

“ fered fuch 3 barbanty to have been committed in kis camp.”—
*¢ Being himﬁ':lfconﬁned by the carte] in"the declaration which he
* is now making to M. ‘Coote, Mr. Lally confents that the mem-
*¢ bers of the council of Pondicherry make their own reprefentations,
¢ on what may more immédiately concern their paticular interefts,
“ and thofe of the wolohy.™ 4
Father Lavaur and the other deputies prefented another memo-
tial, drawn up. by the .governor and the council of Pondicherty,
containing. the following requifitions. % That no hurs-thould be
“done to the inhabitants; their hodfes be preferved, their effeéts
“.and mercantile goods left to their own difpofal: that all who
“ chofe might remain in their habitations, and were to be con-
¢ fidered as Britith fubjeéts, and enjoy their former polieffions and
¢ advantages, In their favour the Roman Catholic religion was
“ to be maintained,; the churches, the houfes of the ecclefiaftics,
¢ and the rqligioﬁs orders, whether withir or witbout”t’he cjtY., to be
¢ preferved witlr every thing belonging to them; the miffionaries free
“ to go and come, and receive under the Englith flag the famn? pro-
“ teftion as they had under the French.” ¢ No buildings or edifices,
‘ and no part of the fortiﬁcations,‘werf’ to be demolifhed, unlnl the
¢ decifion of the refpe@ive fovereigns.” — ¢ The recordsdm the
“ regifter-office, on which the fortunes of ~1ﬁndxvx&ua_ls &f;pe(rlx!; ‘?:r:
¢ to remain under the care of the prefent depoﬁtar}es, and be fen
: . ir difcretion.”——<¢ Not only the inhabitants who
“ to France, at their difcretion. ' only B B
% were French; but of whatfoever other nation eftabli fe haf on-
s dicherry for their commerce, were to participate of thele con.
e g - d Mauritivs, of wham
4 ditions."— ¢ The Creoles of Bourbon an ’

# the number, including five officers, are 4}1] , havli]xmgfk{l'ef\%ecfi% o:;;roits
< volt ibi ome efir -
“¢ volunteers, fhall have hbert); \ tZo zretum Y the iy
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¢, tumty - Safeguaufs were to be f'urmfhecf to prevent diforders.”’
4 And all thefe conditions were to bé executed With. good faith.”

Colonel Coote gave an anfwet in thng to Mr Lally’s memorial,’
ﬁgmfymg, that ¢¢ the part1culars of the capture of Chmdernagore
¢ were before his Brltamnc Ma_]ePc Vs . Winch precluded Him from
£¢ entering into any d1fcufﬁon on tfns fuﬁ_}eé‘t' héither could- he admit
% that-it had any relation to “the furrender of Pondlcheny’ 7-¢ That'
«¢ the difpute which had arifen concernmg ‘the cartel remained as yet
¢ undecided, by which it was out of his power to confent that the
« troops in«Pondicherry fhould be -déemied prlfoners on the- terms
«¢ of. that cartel ; ‘but that they muft furreridet prifoners of war; to
¢ be txe'lted at his d1fcret10n, which fhould ‘not be deficient in hu~
s¢ manity.” ¢ That the gates of ‘thé town and citadel fhould be
%t taken pofleffion of by the Englith troops at the hours propofed by
¢« Mr. Lally.” ¢ That the mother and fifter¥ of Rajahfaheb fhould:
“ be, efcorted to Madrafs, where proper care fhould ‘be ‘taken for
¢ their fafety, and that they fhiould not én 4nj acéount be delivered
¢ inta the hands of the Nabob Mahomedally ® fTa the other de-
putles Colonel Coote only faid, that their propoﬁtmns were anfwered
in his anfiver to Mr. Lally : they rctumed into the town at mid-
night.

gI‘he next morning, it was the réth of Iaﬁuary, the grenadxers
of Coote’s regiment marched' from the camp, and took pofieffion
of the Villenore gate. Colonel Coote dined with Mr: Lally, ‘Wwhd,

-apprehenfive of tumult or difor ders, confented that the citadel thould.
-be delivered up in the evening, that the foldiers might be put under’

confinement before mght. Accordingly more- troops miarched in frori
the camp ;.and in the afternoon the garrifon’ drew .up under arms ofy
the parade before the cxtaflei and the Engh{h troops facing them'’s
Colonel Coote then. revxewed the line, thch “exclufive' of - commlfl
fioned officers, mvahds, and ‘others who Had hid themﬁ:lves, dmount-
¢d to 1100, all wearing the face of famme, fatigue, or.difeafe. The
grenadiers of Lorrain and Lally, once the aBIeﬁ ‘bodied met in thé
army, ;appeared the moft 1mpa1red havmg conﬁantly ‘put’themfelvés
forward to every fervice ; and it was recalle@ed, that from their firf}
landing,
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reviewed, marched into the cf

in heaps, and were then éoﬁ‘gxig:é: tzv ltxgr{: the_y -depofited theiruarms,

: The next morning the Englifh-# eir prifons. .

its difpla i Hhrilag: was hoifted in the to :

play was yeceived by the falute of 3 thoufand o WD, and;
from eyery ;gun -of every thip i the road, i :ll and pieces of cannon,.

battees, the field-atillery of the lines mad o the 1o PO 20

fences of. Pondichierry:. > od on the ramparts a0d de-

. 'The furrender : was . inevitable - : ;

‘ wretched provifions, ,to which ;h:o;a::ifége h?:n ;Y il .the(
been .reduced, theré.did not .remain fuffici o fome. time
2 / ‘ , icient. to fupply them two.

yS more... Neverthelefs the. deteflation .againft Mr. Lally,

'POﬁib_l%; increafed; asthe fole author of the calamity ,and- ]y, .
reftrained by-his,authority, broke. out in the moft vi’ndi&;vzo °ngfe£
fions of menace and seproach. The third day after the 1f'unrem‘;exrP i: :
appointed forshis: departure to Madrafs... In the forencon of th?;
day a trpop of officersy mafily of the French company’s ‘battalion,.

_went, up .the fleps of the government houfe, towards' his apart:
ments,.where they were met’ by his aid de camp, whom they in-
fulte‘d:;‘and “were difpesfed by the guard, which came wp on the
quarrel, ‘This troop then affembled and waited below at the gate of
the citadel until one o'clock... M. Lally did not.move until the clofo
of the day3 his efcort was 15 Engliih huflass, 2ad fout troopers. of
his own guard ; ,he cime -out in his, palankin, and 2t the gate were
gathered 2 bundred pesfons, moftly , officers, - with them the coun-
felloks Moracin and Coustip.. As foon as, Mr, Lally appeated, a bue
was fet wp by the.whole aflembly, hiffes, - pointing, threats, and
every abufive name; but the efcort preventéd violence. Mr. Dubois,
the. King’s commiffary, who wa to proceed with Mr. Lally, came
out. of. the fort an houx after, but on foot ; the :fame affembly bad

contioued onthe parade, and-fhowered the fame. abules. Dubois
‘ ) ftopt,,
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ftopt, and faid he wauld anfwer any one. - One Defer {tept out,’ they
drew, atid the fecond pafs liid Dubois-dead, who wag 69;yéar 5 of
age, fhort-fighted, and.always wore {peftacles. . “No-one would - affifk
his fervants to remove -and. ‘bury the corpfe ; ahcf-hi:?' vdeath, " vios
lent and iniquitous .as it was, was treated as.a. m‘e_ritor.ous attt hist
. papers were immediately takenpofleffion. of. by the regifter..liIt way
‘kriown, that he had; ever fince his arrival-at"Pondicherry, ‘compofed
protefts on. the part of: the King againft-all the diforders and irregu-
larities which came- to his knowledge in any. of the departments of
the goverprient, and the coilc&imx,Wa&végy,voluminaus ; .but. nong
of his papers have ever appeared. o TN :
"The total ‘number of the European militasy takin. in' the town,:
-including fervices attached to.the troops, wis 2042 3-the ¢ivil inhabi-
-tants were 3815 the artillery fit.for fervice were 500" pieceb of dan=
nany and 100 mortass-and howits.'The ammunition,. arms, ‘weapons; |
-and military ftores, were in equal abundance. VI
On the-4th day after-the furrender, Mr. Pigot demanded of Co-;
‘lanel, Coote, that:Pondicherry.fhould be delivered over to 'the Pre-
fidency of Madrafs, as having become the propesty of the En lith Eafr
-India Compaity. . A council of war, compoted pf: the two admirals,’
and four - poft-captains of the fquadion, Colanel Coote and three’
‘Majars of the king's troops, aflembled, to deliberate on this de.”
mand ;and reqiired the authority on which it was made. Mr. Pigot
infifted on: the king’s patent, dated the i4th of January 1458, which
regulates. the.Company’s fhare and title to captures. The council
-of war deemed the patent incompetent to the pretenfion. Mr, Pj of,
-ds the fhorteft way, declared, that if Poudicherry were not delivered,’
+the Prefidency of Madrafs would not furnifh money: either for the
fubfiftence of the King’s. troops, ot the French P‘rifon&s. "This cone
clufion, batred, alt farther argument, for ‘neithet ‘the ’Admiral, ' nor
+the commander of the. King’s froops, were authorized to draw
bills on’the government in England - for fuch 4 contingency. The
council of war, therefore, fubmitted to.the requifition, but protefted
againft the infult it'conveyed againft the King’s prerogative, and
declared the Prefidency refponfible. for the confequences. .-

During
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Duyring this difcuflion, Colonel Coote detached eight companies
of Sepoys, under the command of Captain Stephen Smith, to inveft
the forts of Gingee ; and a convoy of military ftores were fent from
't}m camp to Major Preflon, who was continuing the blockade of

hiagar.

Tl%e Nabob requefted and expeted that the army, after the necef-
{ary repofe, would accompany him againft fuch chiefs and feudatories,
whom he wifhed or had pretenfions to call to account, either for con-
tempts of his authority, or for tributes unfettled, or withheld. He
had not forgiven the rebellion of his half-brother Nazeabulla of
Nelore. His indignation had' never ceafed againft Mortizally, the
Kellidar of Velore, who, as well as the three greater Polygars to
the north, ard of Arielore, and Woriorepollam to the fouth, were
fufpe@ed of hidden treafures ; ftill more the greater and lefler Mora-
vars 3 and the king of Tanjore, wealthier than all, fcarcely con-
fidered the Nabob as his fuperior..

But the Prefidency had other attentionsto regard ; their treafury
and credit was exhaufted in the redution of Pondicherry ;. the care
French prifoners required ftrong guards and no little ex-
Bengal was engaged in hoftilities, wanted troops, and could
{end no money- Bombay had ex-tended its.mi‘litary concerns by the
acqu"lﬁtion of the caftle of Surat in.the be:gmmng of the year 1759,
which had induced the necefiity of other important attentionsin that

art of the continent 3 and they were at this time eameftly requeft-
ing the returst of all the troops they had fent to Coromandel. ‘The
faltory at Tellichery likewife advifed, that they intended fo ftop the
troops which were juft arrived and expected in the fhips from Eng-
1and, and waited only the orders of their fuperiors at Bombay to
attack the French fettlemient at Mahe, in which fervice they requefted
hat affiftance could be fpared from Coromandel. It was fhll up-
“;rtain what was*become of the French fquadron; the' Euglith
f‘quadr‘)" wanted their marines, and were enjoined a fecret fervice
from England, 40 which Madrafs was to affift. Thefe views and
conﬁderations‘ appeared to the Prefidency of more immediate impor-
¢ance than the indulgence of the triumphal notions which fivelled
i the
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the mind of the Nabob, whofe joy at’ the redution of Poildicherry,

although the arfenal which had fog§d all th? anxieties of his life,
was immediately imbittered by this interruption to the .futur-e con-~
quefts he had {o near at heart: and, unwxll{ng to continae 1n _thF
Carnatic without the entire predominance O.f his authority, he retired
as it were in difgruft with vioty to Tritchinopoly, where he artived
¢ 15th of February. - -
oul'fzwlurxlf\mdred of the yF rench prifoners were fent to Madrafs, and
the Highlanders, {ix companies, with fome artillery-men," and four
,cmnpa;iics of Sepoys, marched thither to reinforce the garrifon ; 200
were fent to Tritchinopoly under the efcort of 100 Europeans, and
fome Scpoys. 'The reft of the prifonérs remained in the dungeons
of Pondicherry, until they could be otherwife difpofed-of ; and 300
Europeans, including the pioneer company, and o artillery-men,
avith the troop of European horfe, and four companies of Sepoys,
were appointed to garrifon the town. The troops from Bombay,
being 120 of the king's artillery, and 199 common infantry, belong-
ing to that prefidency, embarked in two fhips to return thither ;- the
marines were reftored to the fquadron; the reft of the army went
iato cantonments at Cuddalore. )

The court of France had inftru&ted Mr. Lally to defiroy the ma-
ritime pofiffions of the Englith nation- in India, which might fall
to their arms. ‘Thefe inftru@ians had been intercepted ; 2nd, in con-
foquence of them, the court of Dire&ors of the Englifh Eaft-India
Company had ordered their Prefidencies to retabate the fame
meafure on-the French fettlements, whenever in their power. Ac-
<urdingly Mr. Pigot, with the approbation of the counal of Mzdrafs,
refolved to demolith the -fortifications of Pondicherry ;-and as Mr.
Stevens fignified his intention to repair forthwith to Bombay, in
order to refit his {quadron, the demoalition was commenced without
delay, le?t aFrench armament thould arrive dering their zbfence,
and recover the town, whilit the fortifcations remained in a condition
to aiford any advantage in maintaining it )

Mr. Steveus filad on the 2 3d of February; with 2ll the thips, eleven
of the line,.and two frigates. They took away. 409 of the prifoaers

1 in
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in'l?ondicherry, all of the regiments of Lorrain ‘and Lally, to be
confined at Bombay, or fent to Europe as opportunities fhould
offer. As Mr. Stevens intended to aid, if neceflary, in the attack
of Mahé, the Prefidency fent 5o of the company’s artillery, and
three of their engineers in the fquadron. Cem et
Mahé s fituated four miles to the fouth of Tellicherry. “The fort
and town ftand not far from the beach of the fea, along the fouth
fide of a river, which admits fmall veflels. Several hills rife near
the town, and on the two neareft on the fame fide of the river are
built two finall forts, and a much larger, called 5t. George, on a hill
on the other fide. ‘The fettlement prefides over all belonging to the
French company on this fide of the peninfula, excepting their factory
“at Surat. ‘Thefe dependencies are five forts to the north of Tellia
cherry, and a factory houfe at Calicut.

The five thips from England had landed the troops at Tellicherry
by the sth of January; but from the length of the paffage to and
fro, the permiffion from Bombay to attack Mahé did not arrive
before the beginning of February ; and with it the prefidency fent
one of their cruizers, and a bomb-ketch to affift ; as none of the fhips
had been detained. 'The delay had given Mr. Louet, the governos
of Mah¢, time to make treaties for affiftance with feveral of the ncigh-
bouring chiefs of the country, with whom the fettlement had long
been in commerce; and they promifed and fwore to affift efficacioufly,
as againft a common enemy. The aid was much wanted, for the Eu-

ropean military, on whom the flrefs of the defence was to reft, did |

not exceed 100, and even they, from the general neceflity of the
French company’s affairs, had not received their pay for feveral
months, and mifled no opportunity of deferting. The black troops
belonging to the company, were a thoufand.

The troops at Tellicherry marched out and encamped on the 8th
. of February on the limits of Mahé. Their numbers, for the garrifon
took the ficld, amounted to yoo Europeans, and 700 natives; they
were commanded by major He&or Munro, who determined to direét
his firft attack againft Fort St. George, on the hither fide of the
tiver. .

- Vour. IL 5 A All

727
761!

D et
February;



728 .
1761,

e

February,

Turg WAR oF MALABAR. Book XIII.

All the folicitations of M. Louet were of no avail, when his alli?s
faw the Englith troops taking the field, and were apprized of their
numbers ; they did not fend a man \and before day-brc':ak the next
morning, he difpatched a letter to Mr. Hodges, the ?hlef of Telli-
cherry, propofing terms of capitulation, on which Major MPnro was
ordered not to commence hoftilities. Agents fen't to explain floubts
and objetions, continued going to and fro until the morning of
the 13th, when the capitulation was figned. It was agreed, that
all the European military fhould be tranfported at the expence
of the Englifh, either to ‘the ifland of Bourbon, or to Europe,
and when landed there, to be free. The effelts, artillery, and
military ftores, belonging to the French company, were to be
{urrendered, but the effe&s and poffeffions of individuals were-to be
preferved to them entire, without moleftation in the ufe. The free
exercife of the Roman religion was to be permitted as before the
furrender ; the priefts on no account were to be vexed, nor the
churches or religious- edifices impaired. ‘The forts to. the north-
ward of Tellicherry were to be given up on the fame conditions as
Mahé, and the fa&ory at Calicut was to continue unmolefted under
the ufual neutrality of that town : ample honours of war were al- -
lowed to the garrifon. Five hnndred men under the command of
Major Peers marched into Mahé at noon ; and foon after, the garrifon
were efcorted with their honours to Tellicherry. A detachment was
then prepared under the command of Major Monro, to take in the
forts ta the northward, which it was fufpefted might difpute the
terms of capitulation provided for them. The news of the furrender
of Mahé arrived at Madrafs on the 3d of March.

Captain Stephen Smith, as foon as encamped before Gingee,
fummoned Macgregor, the commanding officer, who anfivered, that
if he had brought one hundred thoufand men, the forts would not
be reduced in three years. The troops encamped to the eaft op-
pofite to the outward pettah on the plain, which, although it
it had a mud wall, was of much lefs defence than the inward town,
which ftands on higher ground, nearly in the center of the triangu-
lar valley, extending between the three mountains, The valley

is
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is enclofed on the three fides by a ftrong wall with towers of ftone,
which have a ditch before them, excepting in fuch parts where the
rocks render it unneceffary; but the wall continues up the mouns
tains, and furrounds the three forts, conne&ing them with each other,
Befides this exterior enclofure, the interior and higher defences run
double round the two forts to the eaft; and the great mountain to
the weft, which is the principal fortification, has four enclofures, one
below another towards the town in the valley, but of differcnt fpaces
and elevations; and the higheft is a fteep rock in the north-weft
part of the third enclofure above the valley ; this far overtops all the
mountains, and in the fort on its fummit, although: fmall, i3 a con-
tinual {pring of water. The extent of wall in all the fortifications
meafures more than-12000 yards; to defend which the French had
only 150 Europeans, topafles, or coffrees, 600 Sepoys, and 1000
natives of the adjoining hills, whom they called colleries. But
théy fuppofed the forts on the mountains to be impregnable, and that
the town below would not be attempted, becaufe, if taken, the troops
which were to maintain it, would be continually fubje& to the fire
of the defences above.

The wall on the eaft fide of the valley extends 1200 yards from
the mountain of St. George on the right, to the Englith mountain
on the left, and nearly in the middle paffeth along the fide of a
heap of rocks on which the French had raifed a work, which they
called the royal battery; under which on the right towards the
mountain of St. George ftood a gateway oppofite to the outward
pettah in the plain : but the pettah extended only from this moun-
tain to the rocks of the battery.

Obfervation and deferters (of whom feveral came every day) ap-
prized Captain Smith of the ftate of the garrifon and d'cfcnces, and
that the garrifon remained in perfedt fecurity as well in the town
below, as in the forts above. On the night between the 2d
and third of February, he marched from his camp with oo Sepoys,
in two divifions, ‘of which the foremoft, 200, carried a fufficient
number of {caling ladders, and the others were to fupport when called
for. ‘They left the north wall of the pettah on the left, but pafled

s§Az - through
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through the intervals of fome houfes; whicli adjoihed to it-ahd brought
them oppofite to the middle of that part of the wall.of the valley.
awhich extends between the royal battery and the Englith’maonntain,
"They croffed the ditch, placed their ladders, ,z.m\d got over l;hé wall an-
challenged : the objeft was now'ta get pofleflion of the gate on the
other fide of the royal battery; but the rocks on which it ftodd ex-
tended batkwards ‘to the firft houfesiof the tow, .and it was lle}‘eﬁ :
fary to go through the firft ftrect leading acrofy, in order to pafs be
yond the rear.of the rocks and -gain ay avenue.qf trees, which:led
“down to the gateway : they proceeded even quite through the flrece
unpercejved ; but, as they were coming down zt)hc avenue, were chal«
lenged and difcovered by the guard of ithe ‘gateway, who fired;
which alarmed the othier fations, inthe- town, but with fo much
confufion, that Captain Smith-gave no attention to it, but haftened
to the gateway, from which he difperfed the guard.at the puth of
bayonet, and opening the gite let-in the other divifion of 400 Sepoys,
who were halting not far off in the neareft thelter, and with them
took poffeffion” of theroyal battery: It was pow three,in the morn-
itig, and Smith waited for day light to drive the enemy .out of
the town, who retired before; fome to'St. George’s, others' to
the Englith mountain, but moft of:them into the enclofure :next
the town towards the great mountain, where they continued firing
from the adjacent rampart throughout the next day upon the guards
which were advanced and .ftitioned in the houfes of the town;
and cannon from all the hills continually plunged down, wherefoever
they faw or fufpected any of the Englifh troops.; but with little effect.
In the enfuing night the enemy’s troops, who had retired to the {econd
enclofure, left it, and retreated to the higher defences of the great
‘fnountain, . ’ ' =
On. intelligence of. this fuccefs 3000 more Sepoys were fent to
Smxtha} who a5 the town was very unhealthy, continued more than
one half of his force in the encamipment on the plain. The defertion
'continued, and amongft them came a very experienced Jemautdar
of the Sepoys, who. profered to'lead a party by a path he knew to
{urprize the forts .on St George’s mountain : he was trufted, and
, 4 . . . -the
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. thp";!,l’é}f ui.ght zoo;\.Sepgys\ marched upder hjs ggida_nce. We
-are not apprized of their track, but fuppofe they proceeded from the

camp and went up on the outfide of the mountain to the fouth, to the .

enclofure of the outward rock which is 8o feet higher than thofe be-
neath. They fixed their ladders, and got qver the wall before they
were difcovered, and feized 8 Europeans, but the reft of the guard
efcaped to the enclofures helow ; where all continued very alert until

(}ay’-light, when an officer came down to capitulate, and demanded .

very liberal terms ; but captain Smith knowing that they were at any
time in his power; by fending more men up to the rock above them,,
refufed.to.accept the. furrender, excepting at diferetion ; to which
they confented. 'They were 4z Europeans, of whom fix were
_officers, and 70 Sepoys. A large ftock. of provifions was found
in the forts.of this moyntajn, by which it was cancluded, that thofe
in the two athers.were equally as well provided ; and no enquiry gave
‘hopes that either of thefe fortrefles could be taken by furprize, and
fill lefs by open attack.. It therefore remained to try if time might
produce the fuccefs which was not to be expe&ted either from force

qr fortune..
‘The famgday that the mountajn of St. George furrendered to captain,

Smith, the important fortrefs of Thiagar capitulated to Major Prefton,,

after a blockad¢ and bombardment of 65 days, during which, above

40 Europeans had deferted to him from the rock, 20 had been,.
killed or died, 25 lay wounded in the hofpital, and 114 rank and:

file; with twelve officers, were in a. condition to march, o that the
whole number of Europeans which had been thut up were upwards of,
200, with 300 Sepoys, and r1oa Coffrees ; they had provifions for
two months longer; and the water, which gave the principal value to
the fort, continued as ufual in plenty, and of a good quality..
Neverthelefs, the commanding officer only ftipulated that the gar-
rifon thould receive the fame treatment as the troops taken in Pon--
dicherry ; according to which the officers were to be fent to Europe
upon parole, not to ferve again during the prefent war, and the
Europeans of rank and file were to be treated at difcretion ; and they.

were fent to be confined. with thofe alrcady in the prifons of
Tritchi--
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Tfifchiﬁéédl&g but the S}poxsk and-Coffrees being excellent were
i Company’s {ervice. ,

tal}?t‘f:;::; tirnel,) tl{c detachment from Tillecherry was profe-
, Delhi, fituated on the firand of a promontory called
q’l\zgzif%telg,e Ix?vhich is a remarkable head-lan’d ten mxles to the
north of Tellicherry s four‘miles further on 1s Fhe .mouth pf the
river of Neliferum, which; defeending from the mountains to the eaft,
turns {hott many miles above, and continucs ‘Paralilel to 't}}e bezach’j ]
of the fea, from which it is o where a mxlfe afunde;; a mile and'g_
half up this river on the left hand, and on‘vthelmouth. of :Ymothery,,
ftands Ramatilly, which is a {mall fort; on the fame ﬁde,. five
miles beyond, is the fort of Mattalavy, which ftands ftrong on
a rocky eminence; feven miles farther, on. the N. ﬁd? of Fhe:
mouth of another rivér, is the fort of Neleferum, which is much’
larger ; and fix miles up this river, to the eaft, and on its left thore,
Qands the fifth fort, which is fmall, and called Veramaly. Fort
Delhi, Neliferum and Ramatilly were garrifoned by French troops;.
but the government of Mahé. had delivered up the other two in’
pledge for debt to two chiefs of the country, who were determined
not to part with them until compenfated; and as they equally
commanded the rivers, which wete the channels of traffick, the other -
three would be-of no fervice, if the two' continued in hoftility, Delhi
and Ramatilly furrendered -on the firft fummons, ‘but at Mattalavy
wete aflembled a large body of Naires, whofe bravery is'always def-
perate. 'The two fhips from Pondicherry, which were carrying back
the Bombay troops, were at this time working up the coaft of Ma-
labar, and had paffed beyond the river of Neliferum; and Major Mon-
ro, finding more refiftance than he expetteed in his expedition, fent
after, them for artillery-men and cannon, which came, and two
batteries were ereCted againft Mattalavy ¢ but the fettlement of
Tellichetry had in the mean time been negotiating with - the two
chiefs who were in poffefion of Matalavy and Veramally; who
confented to furrender them on condition “of receiving an annual
fine, which for both amounted to 3aco rupees. As foon as thefe

cuting the ‘reduétion of the dependencies of Mahe. The fisft is

forts
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forts were delivered, the French garrifon at Neliferum, which did not
exceed 20 Europeans, fubmitted without refiftance.

Qn the sth of April, Captain Stephen Smith received a propofal:
from Captain Macgregor, who commanded in the“great mountain of

‘Gingee, that he would capitulate, if his garrifon were allowed the

honours of war, the rank and file to be fent to Europe by the firft
opportunity as prifoners liable to exchange, but the officers per-
mitted to- retire, with their arms, baggage and effcéls, to any of the
neutral fettlements on the coaft,. where they were to be fubfifted ac~
cording to their ranks at the expence of the Englith company, who.
werelikewife to defray their paflage to Europe. Three hundred of the
Englifh Sepoys had already died in the town, and in the mountain of
St. George, from the peculiar inclemency of the air, which has always
been deemed the moft.unhealthy in the Carnatic, infomuch that the
French, who never until lately kept more than roo Europeans here,,
had loft 1200 inthe ten years during which it had been in their pof
feflion. Captain Smith, therefore, very readily accepted the terms,,
and in the afternoon the garrifons marched out of the two mountains..
They were 12 officers,, and 100 rank and file, Europeans, coffrecs,,
and topafles, and 40 lafcars for the artillery, which were 30 picces.
of cannon and fame mortars. A paffport and fafeguard was allowed-
to a moor of diftin&ion, who had lang refided in the great mountain..
This day terminated the long contefted hoftilities between the two.
rival European powers in Coromandel, and left not a fingle enfign
of the French nation avowed by the authority of its government in
any part of India; for the troops which had gone away to Myfore,
were hereafter ta be regardedas a band of military adventurers feek-
ing fortune and fubfiftence. In Bengal they had not a fingle agent.
or reprefentative, and their faltories at Surat and Calicut were meer.
trading haufes on fufferance.. Thus after a war of 1§ ycars, which
commenced with the expedition of Delabourdonnais againft Madrafs
in 1746, and" had continued from that time with fcarcely the in-
termiffion of one ycar, was retaliated the fame meafure of éxtirpation,
which had been intended, and invariably purfued, by the French

councils againft the Englith commerce and power: for fuch, as is

avowed
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4 12 the Frénchy mieino e ¢venits we havé related, was”
einoirs on the évents we have 1 -~
avowed ‘it the Frénch meimo ‘

B ST I ST 7h TR ! . el
.thg obje&t of Delabourdonnais”. expedition, of the whole government:

L)

. and ambition of Dupi'@i)i, and ‘O,fit.iie .great ‘?‘f gi:agnené Of’ na}y‘ai ?.:nd,
Iand forces, -which accompanied Mr. Lally to, Indid, who conftantly )
* Ly a- » OIS ] '
.declared, that he had B_ut one point,. which #as, not to. leave an

Englithman in the peninfula, "'fq‘:l“et‘érd as rgugh'%é‘jzd?ibie the'
ficility of their re-¢ftablifhment in Coromandel, if reftorations ﬁlo‘lld
Be mude at the eonclufion of a general peace, Mr. Pigot laid a repres’.
fentation before the council of Madrafs, twhich détermined them-to:
deftroy all the interior buildings, as well a}“sjtb‘.e‘f'o'rtiﬁcfa‘tidn‘g'qf Pon-’
dicherry, of which the demiolitiori was by this time hearly completed :
and in a few months more, not .’a}‘irobf was left ftanding' in this once
fair andflourithing city. - G
For two years %@Fo‘re, theé fortine of France had been declining i
every other part of the world; they hadlofttheir fqttler‘nehisﬁq the coait
of Africa, half their weft india iflands, the whole region ‘of Canada;
their naval force was utterly ruined, and theif armies were fruggling
under defeats in Germany. -‘The lofs of India, as a laft hope, ‘excited,

‘the public indignation ’n}ora‘than any of the former difaﬂjers, which

was fo far from producingany reconciliation améngft theairienable, that

it only fhatpened their vengeance againft each other. Mr. Lally, on his.

drrival, formally accufed Mr. De Lejrit, Mr.:Buffy, Mr. Moracin and”
Courtin, ‘of having wilfully confpired the ruin of the French affairs

from their averfion to himfelf, as appointed by theKing to invefti-

gate and correét the abufes of the government of Pondicherry. "Of
200 perfons who were either arrived or returning from hence,

. not more than 20 were in habits or connetions with Mr. Lally ; all

the others, revolted by the exceffes of his” temper, or the feverity of
his authority, bore him either fecret. grudge, or avowed hatred ;
all thefe became voluntary partizans with Mr. De Leyrit and the
council, whofe refolutions were conduted at Paris, as' they had
been at Pondicherry, by the jefuit Lavaur. Their firft flep in
public. was to prefent a manifelt to the éomptroller-general, in
exculpation of themfelves, and accufing Mr. Lally of mifcondut
under nine different heads, which, as they faid, proved more than

’ -7 incapacity

-8
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incapacity 3 and in Auguft 1762, they petitioned the King o vindi-
cate themfelves juridically from the accufations of M. Lally ; who

fome motiths aftet’ whs confined in the Baftile. In June 1763,

father Lavaur dieds this jefuft had compofed in India two me-

" mhoirs, the onie 2" juftification and panegyrick, the other a defama-

tory impé¢achment of eVei‘y part of Mr. Lally’s condudt. Argu-
ments taken fromr this picce were occafionally fupplied to pro-
pagate’ the public ahtipathy, but it had never been authentically
p'\ibliﬂied. As Lavair was rated as an evidence, his papers were
taker; poffeffion of by the officers of juftice, and amongft them this
libel was found. Lavaur, as if ruined by the lofs of Pondicherry,
had’petitioned the government for a fmall penfion of fubfiftence s
and it was difcovered that he died poffefled of 60,000 pounds in
gold, diamonds, and' bills of exchange. This hypocrify, with
the frauds of another jefuit, who managed the weftern miffions, con-
duced not a little to’ the expulfion of the order ; but full attention
was given to the memoir of Lavaur, and from its documents the
attorney gereral inferted the charge of high treafon, which deprived
Mr. Lally of the affiftance of counfel. After he had been con-
fined 18 months; the deponents in the procefs were brought
before him, and he permitted to interrogate them before the re-
corder. ‘The number of fats depofed againft him amounted to one
hundred and fixty, for every violent or unguarded expreflion dusing
the courfe of his government and ill fuccefs was admitted. The
number of witnefles muft likewife have been many, for Mr. Lally
oppofed ftrong reproaches of incompetency to thirty-four of t.hem.
‘The recordet’ was the {fame, who had given the moft fangun.lary
judgment ‘ever pronounced in Frarice againft a young man of family 3
and Mr. Lally; with his ufirdlindifcretion and intemperance, aggra-
vatéd the feverity of* his' charatter, by treating him with ‘haugh-
tinefs ari'd’contémpt‘du'ring the difcharge of his ofﬁcc. Eighteen
montlis ‘pafied in the confrontation and inferrogagones, when t_he
final decifion was to be made by the ‘whole parliament of- Paris,
which is tompofed of 120 members. - It muft be IF& to conjecture,
how many of them went regularly through the immenfe volume

Vor. I 5B . of
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of redords from which they were to form t.h’eir jt_ldgemexzxt, and how-
few perfevered in comparing and combining. this multitude of de--
pofitions with one another, in a fubject fo new to therfx, whether
as military operations by land and fea, or as tranfations In.a ﬁrangc.
land, of which they were now to learn.l;he cuftoms, .manners,,‘el;- g
mate, and geography. Neverthelefs Wltl.l due attention, much of
this knowledge, and of the caufe itfelf,,mlgh.t be acquired fro’m; tl}e:
memoirs publithed not long before the decifion, by Mr. JD’Ache, .
Soupires, Bufly, and of Mr.. Deleyrit, who. was deaé!, but pub- -
lithed by his heirs, with feveral others of leffer note and importance ;.;
and from the more copious juftifications of Mr. Lally, written..
by himfelf, with the fame unconquered {pirit of. mv?&ive againft:
his enemies, as had' brought on him the. tombination .of aceu- -
fations, on which. the jurifprudence of his country- was now: ta~»
pronounce. But none of thefe publications alledged, not- did any,
evidence affert' any fa&; to watrant the fentence of his judges,,.
who muft therefore have -been: led by the report of. the recorder -
to condemn. him to- be beheaded; as.duly attainted and con- -
viced of: having betrayed the interefts of the King,. the ftate, andA
the Eaft India- company ; .of abufe of authority, vexations,.and- ex-

_ations, upon the fubjecs of the King, and ftrangers refident in Pon- .
dicherry. - Before the fenterice was made known, he had been divefted +

in the prefence of the court of- his military orders, and declared de~
graded of his military rank, in confequence of which he was removed .

_ from the Baftile, as a more hénourable confinement, to the common »

prifon of criminals, . Here in the morning of the gth of May, 1766,
his fentence was read to him; he threw up his hands to heaven, and
exclaimed, Is this the reward of 45 years fervice ! and fnatching a pair
of compaffes,. which lay with maps on his table, firuck it to his.
breaft, but it did not pierce to his heart; he then gave ldofé to every-
execration againt- hisjudges and accufers. His {caffold was pre--
pared, and his execution appointed for the fame afternoon : to pre-

-vent him from f{peaking.to the fpeftatars, alarge gag was put into

his mouth before he was taken out of prifon, when he was carried

in a common cart, and beheaded on the Greve, He perifhed in the
6 5th year of his age..
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_ If abufe of authority, vexations, and exactions, are not capital
in the jurifprudence of France, they ought not to have been in-
ferted, as efficacious, in the fentence of death. 'The betraying of
interefts required that the intention of ruining them fhould be
proved by inconteftable falts; but Mr. Lally neither gave in-
telligence to the Englith, of which they could take advantage,
nor led or commanded his troops to fervices of deftrudtion
without the probability of advantage from their efforts, nor re-
«ceived bribes to influence the general plan of his condti&. The

inve&ive of his declaration to Colonel Coote, when offering to

furrender, fhews how little favour he expefted from the Englith
_government; -and he had perfonally offended Mr. Pigot in his cor-
refpondence. Neverthelefs, the imputation of having fold Pondi-
<herry, opéned the cry againft him in France. Mr. D’Eftaign and
Crillon depofed honourably of him. Nor was the fentence of his
judges unanimous. * Mr. Siguier, admired for his eloquence, and
Mr. Pellot, for his application and the clearnefs of his underftanding,
declared their conviftion of his innocence ;3 another of his judges ac-
4knowledged, that he was not condemned on any particular fa&, ‘but
_-on the whole together. MTr. Voltaire, who had well confidered the
.caufe, has not fcrupled to call his death a murder committed with
-the.fword of juftice.
Mr. Lally conftantly claimed the right of having his military
,conduét tried by a board of general officers. They would have feen
- his errors with difcernment, and weighed them with impartiality.
That the recall of Mr. Bufly from Salabadjing, and the fubflituting
the infufficient abilities of Mt. Conflans, produced the lofs of Ma-
fulipatam and the northern provinces. ‘That the fiege of Madrafs
" was wrong in the intention, and equally defe@tivein the execution 3
but that Mr. Lally.expe€ted .no abler refiftance here than he had
-met at Fort St. David. ‘That the feparation of the army, by the large
detachment fent ta Seringham, ‘which enabled the Englith to ‘ex-
tend their barrier to the fouth of the Paliar by the acquifition .of
- Vandivath -and Carangoly, was contrary to the found principles of

.war; but that the motive was, the hope of relieving the want of
sB2 money,
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money, and the diftrefs for provifions. ‘That ‘the attémpt. tq retake
Vandivath, reduced M. Lally to .the ‘nec§iﬁty of receiving -liz’x‘ttle,l
which as the Englith were feeking, he ‘ought to have avoided 3
but that he had reafon to egpeé’c.greatel:fmd'l{ﬁfy and fP“}t n the
artillery, oﬂiéers,. and -engineers, W{io might haYe. brc?ached .t.hg placgy
in half the time. Whether,after this batt.le, ]?ondlcherry m1gh.t _hav_e
been better ftored, or whether.the .prowﬁons colle&ec?— were. mludxq
cioufly difpofed of, would, after all W1t11e§fes, ha\‘ﬂa‘remamed a..dcmﬁon
of doubt. " oo Coe e o
The troops which arrived with ‘Colonel Coote in November: 1759,
with his immediate a&ivity in the reduion of Vandivath and Caran-
goly, brought the war nearly'to an eq\ual.itx-; ‘which juftified him in
rifquing the battle for the relief of Vandivath, although }.16* fought
it with the inexplicitdifapprobation of the prefidency in his pocket;
but his difpofitions had {ecured réfources againft mifchance. Before
this important fuccefs, the views of no one had extended to the re-
du&ion of Pondicherry : but inftantly after, all were impreffed with
the firmeft perfuafion of this termination of the war. ‘This fortu-
nate confidence led to the moft vigorous counfels. Nothing, it was
reafoned, if all advantages are taken, ' can fave Pondicherry, except-
ing the arrival of their {quadron in force fufficient to cope with the
Englith; or the lucky introduion of troops and .money by divi- .
fions of their fhips, if ‘the *whole do not venture: whatfoever is
gained in the mean time will require fo much effort to recover,
thould the enemy be reinforced; and if they are not, will be {fo much
accomplifhed towards the ultimate object. ‘The enterprizing fa-
gacity of Colonel Coote loft no time in difcovering and taking every
advantage. ‘The prefidency feconded his operations by-the expedition
to Karical, and in fupplies to the field ; the garrifon of Tritchinopoly
by their aftivity ; the detachment to the weftward by its vigilance ;
the army by their zeal on all occafions. Colonel Coote, by conftantly
expofing his own perfon with the Sepoys, had brought them to fuf-
tain dangerous fervices, from which the Europeans svere preferved.
By this oeconomy, and the reinforcernents from England and Bombay,

if the armament fo- much announced had arrived, and lapnded a

4 greater
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greater force than France had ever before fent to India, the 1%61.
Englith on the day of the furrender of Pondicherry, were in a
condition to have given them battle, if they had chofen it, under Apel

their very walls.
Colonel Coote embarked on the 13th of March, leaving his regi-
ment to follow; and with him, our narrative returns to the affairs of

Bengal.

END of the THIRTEENTH Boox,
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Thofe marked-with an aRerifk, are errors or over-fights of the _Author.
SECTION THE FURSYT

Page. Line.
3 3 Jfor Sagor. read Sagore. -
% 29 dele one m in Mahommedam.
& 12 for Emperar, read Emperor,
1§ 26 before povernment; infert the:-
37 16 jor Behar, read Berar,
57 18 for even, read ever.
59 1 after more put a comma.
98 29 dele one of the ats,
1or wlt for Decany read Duan.
107 24, before happened, infert had.
e~ oo forhapened, read happened;”
142 4 before mounted, infert were, -
1 gt 9 for Lattee, read Latty,
166 6 before his, infert by.
%190 27 _for Bahar, read Bhar.
210 14 .for Mahomet, read Mahomed,
218 32 for falloty, read fallory,
*331 12 for fix, read ten. :
*245 31 for Timary, read Timery.
*348 4 for weftern, read eafterm.
=~ 11 - for eaftward, "read weftward,
%940 23 :for N. W. read N,
®256 1k before brambles, inflead of thick,-read frong. -
9,%4 ~ 3 for Behar, read Bahar.
— 26 idem. idem.
— 31 after Nabob .infert a comma.
313 26 dele the, the lofl word in the line. -
315 31 jfor Mattaver, yead Matlavar.
16 2 idem. idem.
2g . after came, infert a comma.
322 13 after enemy for: put ; . .
#332 17 for allat equal diftance, read as the line ‘admitted,
337 2 for Arcelore; read Ariclore,
%352 26 for procecd read returm,

.
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" Thofe marked with an afterifk, are errors or over-fights of the Author. .

. SECTION THE SECOND.

Page. Line. .
:3g67 n; Jfor Rangarow, read Kiftnarow,

%369 2 _for Chinglapet, vead that place,
400 18 dele of thofe. . .
»401 19 for Sidapte. read Sidapet, and put after it ;.
%409 6 jfor right, read left, . .
#4234 13 for Gopaulharry, read Gopavlrow; be went by both names
w— 14 idem. idem. R : .
— 22 for Trivalore, read Tripaffore.
430 28 dele comma afier feeing,
+430 21 for pallifado, read pallifade. .
437 18 for Achempettah, read Aimapettah,
468 2§ dele the comma after Tinivelly,
469 30 dele the comma after difini&s,
475 29 for diftance read defiftance,
494 3 dele the comma after Paliar,
— 8 Jor with, read without. |
*408 4 Jfor Tri Permadore, read Stree Permadore thaugh bath prevail,
§02 10 jfor Abdulwahad, read Abdulwahab, *
*512 28 Jor 56, read s0.
527 8 before which, imnfert on,
¥540 3 for left, read right,
¥562 4 for eaftern, read weftern.
564 29 ‘defore recovered, infert who.
587 3 after fide, put a comma.
5§93 7 Jor ramparts, read ramps,
*0oI 21 fir left, read pofted.
6og 9 Jfor requfting, read requefting,
621 21 for lain, read laid.
626 5 for Villaperum, read Villaparum,
634 28 ‘gfter ifland, ‘inflead of o put ;
241 ult.l ?.r givall, read arrival,
45 penuit, for Quglaree, read Oulgarr
*660 6 fir 1400, read 1100, A
%662 24 for error, read miftake,
*674 4 after of, infert the.
o 18 jor ealt, read north.
_%682 o Jor attack, read divifion,
c 2995 18 for 14th read 4¢h,
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DirecTIoNs for the placing and reference of the Mars,
SecrioN THE FIrst.

The Countries of Indoftan, Eaft of Delhi j ; -
Plan of Calcutta, 1756, Page 61. » by Major James R'c anell, Page 1.
Calcutta asin 1756, Page 71.

Bengal and Bakar, Page 119. : .

Territory of Calecut'a, 1757, Page 134. . '

“The Countries of Coromandel, from the Coleroon to Cape Comorin Page 105
Trinomalee, Page 247. ’ T
Thiagar, Page 248. . . *

Elevation of a Polygar’s Fort, in thé northern provinces, Page 2 55 -
Vizagapatam, in 1758, Page 261.

Fort St. David, with the French attack 1758, Page 307.

Tanjore, reduced from an exatt furvey, Page 323. -

View of Tanjore, Page 329... .

SEcTION THE SECOND.

The "Catnatic, from the Pénar to.thé Coleroon, with-the Weftern Moun-
tains, and Part of Myfore, Page 367, - :

Madrafs, part of the Black Town, and the adjacent ground to the s. and w.
with the French attack, from Dec. 12, 1758, to Feb. 57, 1759, Page 383,

Plan of thé fronts of Fort St. George; attacked by Mr. Lally, from the 14th
of Dec. 1758, to thé 16th of Feb. 1759, with part of the Black Town,
Page 460.

Palam Cotah, near ,Tfnivelly‘, Page 467.

Mafulipatam, Page 480. .

Valdore and Vandivafh,"to face Page 517; but Valdore refers to 627.

Carangoly, Page 545. * ~ L

Chittapet, Page 591. o ’

* Arcot Fort and Chilambarum, to face 593 3 but Chilambarum refers to Page 630.

View of the Forts on the hills of Veloor, Page 603,

Permacoil, Page 606, )

Karical, Page 617.

Pondicherry, Page 645, ’
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