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APPENDIX, I~ 

Account of Modern DELHI *. 

THE province of DelhV"agreeably to the defcription of native 

geographers, is bounded on the eail: by Agrah, on the ,veft by La

hore, {omh by Agimere, and -north by the Kummow Hills. I~s 

length, from the town of Pulwul, near Agrah, to the river Sutluz" 

is 160 cofes; and its breadth, from the town of Rewari to the 

Kummow'HiUs, ,is 140 cofes. It is divided into eight Circars, or 

principal difiriCls,. namely, Shahjehanabad, (modern Delhi), Ser

hind, -Hiifar Feiroozeh, Sehaurunpore, Sumbul, Bedaoon, Nar

nou!. Thefe are again fubdivided'into 289 inferior difiricrs, yield

ing. according to the imperial regifier, 'a revenue of feventy-four 

crore fixty-three lacks of Daums t, or one million eight hundred 

and fifty thoufand pounds fierling. 

In the year of the Hijerah 1041, (A. D. 1631-2), the EmperDt' 

Shah, Jehan founded the prefent city and palace of Shahjehanabad" 

which he made his capital during the remainder of his reign~ The 

.. The following account of the prefent {fate of Delhi is extraard from a journal 

()f obfervations made during an official tour through the 000 Ab and the adjacent ~ir

trias by the author, in company with Major Reynolds, of the Bombay eft,lbJiihment" 

appointed by the Bengal government to {urvey that part of the country in 1793-4· 
t Perfian Ms.. entitled Hudeeka Al Akauleem • 

." 
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new city .of Shahjehanabad lies on the wefiern bank of the Jumna. 

in latitude 28. 36. north. The city is a~out feven miles in circum

ference, and is furroundeq -on three fides by a wall of brick and frone; 

a parapet runs along the whole, but there are no cannon planted on 

the ramparts. The city has feven gates: viz. Lahore gate, Delhi 

,gate, Ajimere gate, Turkoman gate, Moor gate, Calm! gate, Cajhmere 

gate j all of which are built of free frone, and have handfome arched 

.entrances of frone, where the guards .of. the city keep watch. Near 

the Ajimere gate is a Mudruifa, or college, ereCled by Gazooddeen 

Cawn, nephew of ·Nizam-ool-Mo~llk; it is built .of red frone, and 

ihuated in the center of a fpacious quadrangle, with a fountain lined 

with frone. At the upper. end of the area is a handfome mofque. 

built .of red frone. and inlaid with white marble. This college is 

nDW uninhabited, 

In the neighbDurhood of the Cabul gate is a garden called Tees 

Huzzari Baug, in which is the tomb of the <l!!een Malika Zemani .. 

wife of the Emperor Mahmud Shah; a marble tablet placed at the 

head of the grave is engraved with fome Perfian couplets, informing 

us of the date of her death, which happened but five years fince, 

A. Hijerah i 203. On a rifing ground near this garden, from whence 

there is a fine profpeCl of the city, are two broken columns o_f brown 

granite, eight feet high, and two and a half in breadth, .on which 

are infcriptions in antient charaClers. 

About one mile eafr of the city, is the tomb of the celebra,ted 

Jehana~ah Begum, ddeft daughter of the Emper,Dr Shah Jellan *, 

" Dow, paiJim. 
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no lefs famous for her wit. gallantry, and beauty, than for her l1Iial 

attachment in undergoing a v~luntary confinement of ten years with 
her father in the came of Agrah. 

The tomb is of fine white marble, uncovered at the top, which 

was formerly filled with earth and flowers. At the head of the 

grave is a tablet of white marble. with an infcription in black cha. 

raCters; the flab is decorated at its corners with carnelians of dif. 

ferent colours. . 

In Englifh thus: 

" Let no one fcatter over my grave ~ught hefides, earth and ver· 

" dure, for furh is beft befitting the fepulchre of ope of an humble 

" mind:' 

On the margin: 

fC The perifhable Fakeer.· Jehanarai Begum. daughter; to Shah 

f. Jehan, and difciple of the faints of Cheefiy, in the year of the 

•• Hijerah 1°94. 

Within the city of new Delhi are the remains of many fplendid 

palaces belonging to the great Omrahs of the empire. Among the 

largeft are thofe of Cuinmer-o'dee~ Cawn, vizir to Mahmud Shah; 

1> D 
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Ali Merdan Khan, the Perfian; the Nabob GazoodJeen Cawn J 

S~fd~'r Jung's '" the garden '* of ·Coodfeah Begum; mother to Mah. 

mud
i

, Shah j the palace of Sadut Khan, and that of Sultaun Darah 

Shekoah. All t,hefe palaces are furroundea by high walls, and take 

4P' a confiderable fpace of ground. Their entrances are through 

iofty arched gateways of brick and fione, at the top of which arCr 

the galleries for mufic j before each is' a fracious, court-yard for the 

elephants, horfes, and a,tendants of the vifitors. Each palace has 

likewife a Mahal, or feraglio, adjoining, whicl,l is feparated from 

the great hall by a partition wall, and communicates by means of 

private paffages. AJI of. them had garde~s, with capacious refer

voirs of fione, and fountajns in the center. An ample terrace ex-
. ' ". 

tended round the whole of each particuluar palace; and within the 

walls were houfes ,an~ apartments for Jervants and followers of every 

de~cription, befides frabling for horfes, elephants, and ev~ry thing 

appertaining to a nobleman's fuite. Each palace is like~ife provided 

with a hancdfof!1e fet of bath,s, and a Teh Khana under ground • 

. 
The baths of Sadut Khan are a fet of beautiful rooms, paved, and 

lined with white marble j they confifi of five difiinCl: apartments. 

i~to which light is admitted by glazed windows at the top of the 

domes. Sefdur Jung's Teh Khana confifis of a .fet of apartments 

built in a light and delicate !lyle; one long room, in which is a mar-· 

ble refervoir the whole'length, and a {maIler one raifed and balluf

traded on each fide J both faced throughout with white marble. ' 

• Of this garden and palace a moft beautiful and accurate painting may be fee~ in 
Daniell's Views, in Hindoftaun. 
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Shahjehanabad is adorned with many fine morques, feveral of 

which are frill in perfect beauty and, repair. The following are 

mofr worthy of defcription: 

Firfr, the Jama Musjid*, or gre3t cathedral. This mofque IS 

fituated about a quarter of a mile from the royal palace; the founda

tion of it was laid uron a rocky eminence named Jujula~ Pahar, and 

bas been {carped on purpofe. The afcent to it is by a flight of 

{lone il:ep~, thirty-five in number. through a handfome gateway of 

red frone. The doors of this gateway are covered throughout with 

plates of wrought brafs. which 'Mr. Bernier imagined to be copper. 

The terrace on which the mafque is fituated, is a fquare of about 

fourteen hundred yards of red frone: in the center is a fountain lined 
I ' 

with marble, f<;lr the purpo,fe of performing the neceffary ablutions 

previous to prayer. 

An arched colonade of'red frone, furrounds the whole of the ter

race, which is adorned with octagon pavillions for fitting in. The 

mofque is of an oblor1g form, two hundred and fixty-one feet in 

len'gth, furrounded at top by three magnificent domes of white mar

ble interfected with black firipes, and flanked by two Minarets of 

black marble and red frone alternately, rifing to the height of an 

hundred and thirty feet. Each of thefe Minarets has three pro

jecting galleries of white marble, having their fummits crowned 

with light oCtagon pavillions of the fame., The whole front of the 

building is faced with large flabs of ,beautiful white marble; and 

• Of this morque likewife is to be feen a beautiful painting by the Daniells. 

D D Z 
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along the cornice are te-n con'partmcnts, four feet long and two anll 

~ half broad. which are inlaid with infcriptions ill black marble in 

the J\'ijHi charaCter, and are faid to contain the greater part, if not 

the whole, of the Koran. 

, 
The infide of the mofque is paved throughout with large flabs of 

white marble, decorated with ,a black border, and is wonderfully 

beautiful and delicate; the nabs are about thre~ feet in length by one 

and a half broad. The w,aIls and roof art lined with plain \\hite 

marble j and near the Kibla* is aehandiome Tatlk, or niche, which 

is adorned with a profufion of freize work. Clofe to this is a 

Mimber, or pulpit, of marble, which has an afcent of four fieps, 

ball ufira ded . 

The afcent to the Minarets is by a winding flair-cafe of an hun

dred and thirty fieps of red fione; and at the top the fpeClator is 

gratified by a noble view of the kil1g'S palace, the Cuttub Minar, 

the Hun"an Minar. Humaioon's maufoleum, the palace of Feroze 

Shah., the fort of old Delhi, and the fort of Loni, on the oppofite 

banks of th~ river Jumna. 

The domes are crowned with cul1i(es of copper richly gilt, and 

'prefent a glitte~ing appearance from afar off. This mafque was 

begun by the emperor Shah Jehan in the fourth year of his reign, 

and completed in the tenth. 7he expences of its ereCl:ion amounted 

• IGUa literally implies a (:ompafs, but here means a {mall hollow or excavation ill< 
the walls of Mahomedan tfTlofques, (0 fituated on the ereCtion cl" the buildiJlgs, as al-" 
'Ways to look towards the ciry o£ Mecca. 
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'to, ten lacks. of rupees;, and; it is, In every tefpeCl worthy of being 

the great cathedral of the empire of Hindofraun. 

N9t far from 'tne paJac~ is the mQfque o( Roihun AI Dowla, 

rendered memorable to the Delhians for being the place' where Nadir 

Shah beheld the maff.'lCre of the unfottunate inhabitants. The ca~lfe 
affigncd by hi~orians fo! this inhuman aCt is, that a [edition broke 

~ut in the great market place. in which two thoufand Perfians were 

llain. Nadir. on hearin~. of the tumult. marched out of the fort 
• at night with a fmall f~rce. to the M,usjid of Rofllun Al Dowla. 

where he was ,fired upon ~ the morning from a neighbouring terrace. 

and an officer killed dote by his fide. He infrantly ordered an in

dif<;riminate flaughter of the inhabitant~; and his fquadrons of ca .. 

valry pouring thro\lgh the fireets befor¢ the afternoon. put to death 

an hundled thoufand perfons of aIL defcriptions. 

\ . 
.. Tlie ,king of Pedia,'" fays the tranflator * of Feriihta, "fat, 

U during this dreadful fcene, in the Musjid of Roihun Al Dowla ~ 

H none but- flave&' durfi come near him, Jar his countenance was 

II dark and terrible. At length, the unfortunate emperort. attended 

'" by a number of his chief Omrahs. ventured to approach him with: 

U downcafi eyes. The Omrahs, who p~eceded Mahmud, bowed 

'I. dO\vn their foreheads to the ground. 'Nadir ~hah frernlya£k.ed' 

'.' them what they wanted; they cried out with one voice, cc Spare 

" the city /' Mahmud faid not a word f but tears flowed faft -frorri 

.. , his eyes: the tyrant, for once. touched with pity, ihcathed his:, 

• CDlonel Dow. 

2 

, 11 Mahmud Shah •. 
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" fword, and faid, " f{)r the fake of the prince Mahmud 1 for~ 

" give.~· 

Since this dreadful rpafiacre, ·this quarter of Delhi has been but 

very thinly inhabited. I The mofque of Ro{hun Al Dowlah is 1i~ 

tuated at the entrance of the ChandJUY Choke, or market; it is of 

the com':llon fize, built of red frone, and furmounted by three domes, 

richly gilt. 

Zccnul Al M'1.(.7jid, or the ornament of mofques, is on the banks 

of the Jumna, and was ereCted by a daughter of Aurengzeeb, of 

the name of Zeenut Al Nifiah. It is of red frone, with inlayings 

of marble, and has a fpacious terrace in front, with a capaciolls re· 

fervoir faced with marble. The princefs who buiit it, having de

clined entering into the marriage frate, laid out a large fum ot money 

in the above mofque, and on its ,completion, !he built ~ fepulchre 

of white marble, furrounded by a wall of the fame, in the wefr 

corner of the terrace. Here {he was buried in the year of the Hi. ' 

jerah I I z.~, correfponding to the year of Chrifr, 171'0. There 

were formerly hnds allotted for the fupport and repairs of this place, 
I 

amounting to a lack of rupees per annum,' but they have long fince 

been confifcated, d~lring th~ troubles this city Ius undergone. Ex. 
clufive of the mofques. a fori: mentioned, there are, in Shahjehanabad 

and its el1virons, above forty others; but as moil: of tl-iem are of 

inferior fize ~nu beauty, and all of them of a fimilar fafhion, jt is 

wmecdfary to pre[ent any farther detail. 

The modern city of Shahjehanabad is n:built, and contains many 
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good houres, chiefly of brick j the ~r~ts are, in general, narrow, 

as is ufual in moO: of the large citie~'tin Afia; but there were for

merly two very noble fil"fets, the firft leading from the palace gate, 

through the city, to the Delhi gate, in a direClion north and fouth. 

This ftreet was broad and fpacious, having handfome hOllfes on 

each fide of the way, and merchants' {hops \-",ell furnifhed with a 

variety of the richeil: articles. Shah Jehan caufed an aq ueduCl: of 

red. fione,' to be made, which conveyed the water the whole length 

of. the fireet, and from thence, py a refervoir under ground, into 

the royal gardens.-Remains of this aqueduct are' fiill to be feen, 

but it iS'in molt parts choaked up \vith rubbifh. The fecond grand. 

fireet entered in the fame manne" from the palace to the Lahore 

gate, lying eafi and weft; it was equal!in all refpeCl:s to the former; 

but in bo.th of them the inhabitants have {poiled· the beauty of their 

appearance. by running a line of houfes- ~own the center, and, ill 

other places, acrofs the fireet, fa that it is' with difficulty a. perf on 

can difcover, without narrowly infpecting, their former pofition. 

The Bazars in Delhi are at prefent but indifferently fumiihed, and 

the popul~tion of late years miferably reduced. The Chandney. 

Choke is the beft furnifhed in the city, though its cOIpmerce is 

but trifling. Cot~on cloths are {lill manufaCl.ured, and -they eXFort 

indigo. Their imports are by the northern caravans, which gene

rally-come once a year; they bring with tht;m from Cab"l and Cajh

mere, iliawls. fruits, and horfes; the two former articles are procu

rable in Delhi at a reafonable rate. There is alfo a manufaCtory at 

Delhi for hooka bottoms. Precious froncs are alfo to he had in 

the Bazars, and the black and red carnelians of the largefi and mod 
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beautiful i,i~e. The adjoining country is weU cultivated, and the 

neighbourhood of the city produces corn, rice, mullet, and indigo • 

. The city is divided into tllirty .. :fix mohauls or diilrids, each of 
which is named either after the particular Ornrah who reliJed there, 

.or fro~ fome local circumfiance relative to the place. 

It appears that modern Delhi has been built principally upon tWQ 

rocky eminences, the one where t~ Jama Musjid is fituated, named 

JlJula Paha,. j and the other the quarter of the oil merchants, called 

Bejula P,ahar; from both of thefe you have a commanding view of 

the reft .of the city. ,With refpeCl: to the ruins of old Delhi, the ex

tent canrrot, I fUfPofe, . be lefs than a circumference of twenty 

miles, reckoning from the gardens of Shalimar, on the no~h weft, 

to the Kuttub Minar. on the {outh eaft, and proceeding from thence 

along the center of th¢ old city. by way of the maufoleum of 

Nizarn Al Deen, the tomb of Humaioon, whic:h adjoins, and the 

old fort of Delhi on the Jumna, to the Agimere gate of Shajeha. 

nabad. The envirohs to the north and weft are crowded with re. 

mains of fpacious gardens and country houfes of the nobility, whi~h 
were fotmerly abundantly fupplicd v.:ith water, by means of a noble 

canal ding by Ali Merdan Khan, and which f~rmerly, entered from 

above the dry of Panniput, quite down to Delhi, where it joined 

th& J limna, fertilizing in its courfe a traa of more than ninety miles 

in length, and beftowing comfort and affluence on thofe who lived 

wit~in its e:x:tent. . This canaly as it run through the fuburbs 'Of 
Mogul Parah, nearly three miles in length, was twenty-five feet 

.Pee~,; and as much in breadth, cut from the quarry of folid ftone, 



APPENDIX, 1. 

frDm which moil: of the neighbouring hotlfes have been likewife. 

built. Over it, at' different places, were built fmall bridges o~ ilane, 

which communi~ated with the garden houfes of the nobility. 

Ancient Delhi is {aid, by hifrorians, to have been ereded by 

Rajah Delu, who reigned in Hindofiaun prior to the invafion of 

Alexander the Great J' others affirm it to have been built by Rajah 

Pettouvar, who 'flouri!hed at a much later period.-It is called in 

Sanfcrit, Indraput, .or the abode of If/dra, one of the Hindu deities, 

and it is thus difiinguifhed in the} royal diplomas of the chancery

office. Whether the ~ity be of ,the antiquity reported, it is di~cult 

to determine, but this much is certain, that the vaft quantity of 

buildings, both ancient and modern, which are to be fo~nd within. 

the extent above menti®ned. as well as their grandeur and ftyle of. 

architedure, prove it to have been a rich, flourilhing, and popu. 

lous .city: 

I will only add a !hort account of the royal gardens of Shalimar; 

thefe gardens, made by the empe,rdr. Shah Jehan, were begun in 

the fourth year of hi~ reign, and fini ili ed' in the thirtee~th, on which 

occafion" acc?rding to C<?lonel Dow, the emperor gave a grand fef .. 

tival to his court. Thefe garde~s were "laid out with admirable tafie~ 

and coft the enormous fum of a million fierling; their prefent ap

pearance does not givecaufe to fuppofe fuch an immenfe fum has, 

been laid out upon them, . though great part of the moil: valuaple 

and comy materials have been cartied away. The entranre to them 

is through a gateway of b~ick, and a caval, lined with fione, having 

wal~s on each fide, paved with bri~k, leads up to the DewaUll 

EE 
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Xhdna" 0'1 ha:l1 'Of' audience, mo~ part of which is now fallert 
down J from hence" by the tide' o( a noble canal. having a fountain 

in the cent~r; you proceed to the a.partments of the Harttm. which, 

occupy a large exteI).t <?f ground. In front is an ]vaulZ, or open 

hall, .with apartments adjoining, the interior of which are decorated 

with a beautiful border or white and- gold painting, upon a wound 

of the finef'l: chunam • 

. On each fide of this lvaun, endofed by high walls, are the apart-
. . 

ments of -the Haram, fome of which are built of red .fione, and 

fome of brick. faced with the chunam afore mentioned, and orna. 
ments, with paintings of flowers of various kinds. All the apart. 

ments have winding paffages, which communicate with each other, 

and the gardens adjdining by privat~ doors. The extent of Shalimar 

dots not appear ta have b~en very large. I fuppofe the gardens al. 

together are not above one mile in circumference: a high brick waH 

runs around the. whole, and tl1e extremities are flanked with oaagon 

paviliorts of ted frone. The gardens frill abound with trees of a 

vet}" large fize, and very old. The profpeCl:, fouth of Shalimar, 

towards Delhi, as far as the eye_ can reach, is rovered with the re

mains of extenfive gardens, pavilions, mC?fques, and burial places. 

The environs bf this once magnificent and celebrated city, appeal' 

now nothing more than a iliapelefs heap of ruin~, and the country 

round about is equally defolate and fodorn. 

,II TlJefpider hath WO'Um hiJ ~e" in Ihe royal palace of the CtRfon, 

n 'The owl jlandeth centinel 011 the walcb-tatz.f.'e.n of .Afrq/iah /" 

~ S'4l>I. 
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OJ) the I It~ of March, ~ 794. the ,author ac.c~11}.pa1jlie<l M"ajQI' 
Reynolds. who was ;\t Delhi, ,on a.deputati9n fCQ1I1 the 6e.cgaJ go
vernment, to an audien~e pf his maje.fiy., 5hah-:~ullJ~,. 

After entering the palate, we were <:arried tp ithe D.e'waun Kha!fa, 

or hall of audience for the nobllity, 'in the middle of which ,was 

a throne, raifed about a foot and a half from the ground. In the 

.center of this ,.elevation ,wa.s,placed achain.of c.t:imfpn ydvet, bound 

with g~ld clafps.. and .over the ;whQle was ;thro.wn au embroidered 

ICovering ,of ,gold and tibet: lbrea,d. A hl\ndforue j'am.£t!Jl1ab·~, ·f up.-..' . potted by four pillars, inctufted ,with ft.1v~r •. was (pJ~ed oyer the 

chair of !late. The king was at this t:iaje io (the Y'ufleah Khana, 

or oratory, an apartment in which he generally fits. On pailing a 

Jkreen of Indian Con~flght.r, ~we .pr.os::eeded ·tti> ~the front :of the 

Tt{/beah Khana, and being arrived.in -th.e prefence of the .king, each 

.of 115 mack three .obeifances ,in tum. iby throwing .dowJ,1 :the right 

.hand pretty low t and ,afterwards .raifing .it .to the forehead.; we then 

.went'.up to the MufilUd. on 'wbi<:b his majefty fat, and prefented 

our"Nuzzirs, _~r white handken;hi~f-s, ~ach-of our names being,an .. 

. llounced at the time we offered them. The king receiv.ed·the whole, 

and ga,:,e.the Nuzzirs to his {on, ~Mirza Akbar'Shah, and twa other 

princes .. who rat on 'his left hand. .W~ then retired ,with -our faces 

:towards the :prefencc:;, made the fame obeifance as hefore,' and re

turned a f~cond time'tO' the Mufnud. After . .a- flight -convel'f.'ltion, 

we were direCl:ed to go without the -mcro[ure, .and put.on.theXhil,. 

luts which his majefty hadorde(ed for US" ·They confifl:ed of light 

Canorr· 

E E 2 
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Indian drdres, a turband Jamah, and Cumberbund, made of cotton. 
I 

with finall gold fprigs. On being cloathed in thefe drelfes, '~e once 

more returned, ,and aft~r a few rrii~1Utes fiay, previous to which, 

Major Reynolds' .received a (word and a title from the king, we 

were difrillifed, and fome fervants ~ere ordered to attend u~, while 

viewing the pal~ce. 

The ,palace of the royal family of Timo,or -'Yas eretl:ed by the 

Emperor Shah Jehan, .at the time he built the new city. It is 6. 

tuated on the wefrern bank of the ri~er Jumna, and ii furrounded . , 

on three fides by a wall of red fronc; I judge the circumference of 

the whole to be about one mile~ 

The two frone figures, mentioned by Bernier, at the entrance of 

the palace, which reprefented the Rajah of Chitto're, and his bra~ 
ther Potta, feated on two elephants of frone, are not now to be 

{ein.-They were removed' by-order of Aurengeze/;e, as favoring 

too much of idolatry, and he enclofed the fpace on which they 

fiood with a ikreen of red fione, which has dis,figured the entrance: 

to the palace. 

The firfl: object, after entering. that attracts attention, is the 

De7.vaun Aum, -or public hall of audience, for all defc~iptions of 

,people. It is fituated at the upper end of a fpaCious fquare, an4, 

though at prefent much in decay, is a noble building. On each' 

fide of the Dewaun Aum, and all round the fquare, are apartments 

of two frories in height, -the walls and front of which, in the tim'es 

o~ the fplendour of the empire, were adorned with' a profufion of 
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t!ie richefr tapeftry, velvets and filks, the nobles vying' with each 

other, in rendering them the moil: magnificent, efpecially on 

fcfrivah and days of public rej0 icings-, which prefented a grand 

fight. Thefe decorations have, however; long finc.e been difcon~ 

tinued,. and.Dothing but bare walls now re,main. 

From the Dewaun Aum we proceeded through another handfome 

gateway to the Dewaun Khafs afore mentioned. This building 

likewife is fituated at the upper end of a fpacious fquare, elevated 

upon a terrace of marble about fbur. feiet in height. The Dewaun 

Khafs, in former times, was adorned with exceffive magnitcence; 

and though repeatedly ftript and plundered by. fucc,cffive invaders. 

ftiIl retains fuffic.ient beauty to render it admired. _ I judge the build. 

~ng to be an hundred and fifty feet in length by forty in breadth. The 

roof is fiat, fupported by' numerous E:olumns of fine white marble, 

which have been richly ornamented with inlaid flower work 'of dif

ferent coloured. fiones- ~ the cornices and borders have: been decoTated 

with freize and fculptured work. The eieIing was formerly in

ciufied with a rich foliage of filver throughout its whole extent, 

which has been long .finc~ taken away. The delicacy of the inlay

ing in the cbmpartments of the walls is Il)uch to. be admired; and 

it is n:atter of bitter regret to. fee the barbarous ravages th<lt hav~ 

been made by picking out the different cornelians, ai1d breaking the 

marble by violence.. Around the exterior of the Dewaun Khafs, in. 
.' .' 

. the cornice, are the following lines, written in letters of gol~ upon 

a ground of white marble: . 

'::'Nol <;t. ... ) f§"..J r. ~'" ,,!i,,)'i ~ f 
.::. ... J ~ .::.. .... 1 ~ .::. ... 1 <:rl~ 
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" If there be ,a paradife lUpon earth, this:is it-'ti$ thiS-'tii tms..» 

The terraCe of this building .is .compofed of ;large ilabs ,of white 

marble., "and the building is crowned at top with four ·pav.i1ions .or 

cupolas of the fam~ mat~ials. The royal baths built by ,the .em. 

peror Shah Jehan are fituated a little to the northward of the Dewaun 

Khafs., and .confift of .three very ,large rooms furmounted 'by domes 

of white marble. The in fide of them, about two thirds ~of the 

wuy'up., .is :lined with marble, .h~vil1g 'beautiful borders .of flowus. 

worked cornelians, and tother francs eXecute<d with much ta1l:e.-·-

The ,Hoors are 'paved ,thr~ughout 'With -.matble in large ,fiabs.i there 

are fountains ,in the center, 'Which have paGes 11:0 catry1~ water into 

.the different apartments:' large :.refervairs of marble, four fed .in 

depth, are placed.in the'walfs. 11re li.gh~ is admitted from:the:roof 

by wip.dows I()f named ;glafs; and .capacious ftoves 'With·dron gra .. 

,tings are placed underneath each Jeparate apartment. ,Adjoining 

the 'baths ~s .a verJ 'fine ,mof<J.ue made after .the fafhion -already 

itefcri.b,ed,. 

l"n the royal gardens is a very large oCtagon room, which faces 

ithe Jumna: it is called Shah Burj, or the Royal Tower, and is 

linc:d with marble. Through, ,the window.of this r~m, the' late 

hei~ apparent, Prince Mirza Juwaun Bukht, made his, dcape in 

1784. when he .fled to Lucknow. Great' part of the palace has 

'fuffer~d,by- 'the defiruCtive ravages of the late invaders. ~rhe Ro.. 

hillas, in p'articu1ar. who were introduced by 'Gholaum Cadir Kha~ 

h~ve firipped many of ~he worns of their marble ornaments and 
pavements .. 
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Adjoining the palace is the fort of Selim Gnur; u communicates 

by a .bridge of Hone InuIt over an arm of the. river: it is now en .. 

tirely in ruins * . 

• Two buildings, which are equally ~orthy the infpeilion of a traveller, have not been' 

defcribed in the preceding account; namely, the Gtnfur MunJur, or Obfervatory,. built 

by Rajah Jey Sing; and the Culmb Minai', or the farnou! colwnn in the: neighbourhood 

ot the city. Of both of thefe, the Meffrs. Daniell$ have brought to England moft' 

beautiful and accurate paintings, and the latter has likewife been defcribed by Captain 

BIWlt. of the Ben&aJ,. engineers,. one. ¢ the a\,lthor's companions in the jQUme1 beforo. 

mentWned. 
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A Narrative if'the Revolution at RCfmpore ill 1794. 

FIZOOLAH 'Khan, after th~ battle of Cutturah in 1'774, r~tired 
with the remainder of the Robilla~ to the' Cummaoon Hills. The' 

events of the campaign under Colonel Champion, and the fubfe

quent treaty of Loll Dong in the fame year, are In the hands of 

-everyone. 

By that treaty, F~zoolah Khan had a territory allotted" to him. 

which was efiimated at the annual value of fou,rteen lacks of rupees *. 
He chofe the c'ity of Ra'mpore as the place of his reiidence, and 

feduloufly employed himfe1f to the improvement of .his ,country, and 

his fubjeCl:s' welfare. 

His virtuous e~orts ~ere crowned with deferved fuccefs; and, 

after an uninterrupted and profper~us .tdminifrration of twenty ycar5., 

during which he nearly doubled the revenues of his country, he 

, expired in Augufi 1794 in full poifeffion of the efieem and love of 

his fubjeCl:s, and in high repute with the native princes of India for 

his b~nevolence, gencrofity, and good faith. 

• About 150,0001. fterting. 
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, Fizoolah Khan left ~ehind him a family of ten children; J~v~n 
fons and three daughters. His eldeft fon, Mahomed Ali Khan, 

fucceeded to his dorninions, agreeaQly 'to the dlabliihed rights of 

primogeniture, and was acknowledged as chief by the Rohillnribe. 

Mahomed Ali is'defcribed by his counfrymen as being grofs an.:! 

cruel ~ and was, confequently, exceffively difliked by' the bouy o~' 

the people, who, from the characteriiHc of their natural fpirie, re. 

quire from their {lIpe'riors a conciliating mllnner and kin~ treatment 

as the price of ob~dience. On tqe other hand, the {econd 'fon (by" 

the fame mother) named Gholaum Mah01l1ed'~ who, th6ugh a young 

mail of violent and turbuleBt difpofirion, was by his tribe generally' 

beloved. He h~d been the favourite 'of his f\Uher dtlring'the latter 

year~ of his life, and had conducted under him the. moif importarit 

bufinefs of the frate • .. 
By his unremitted attention to the cultivation of the jaghire, he . 

had, in a particular manner, gained the efieem of the huibandmen, 

who in fact compofe the great body of the people; and the addition 

of a, handfome perfon, and an affected fuavity of manners, with a' 

plaufible attention to his exterior demeanor, had riveted him in the 

efieem and warmeft affection of the {oldiers at large. 

Spurred on thus by ambition, and having once tane~ the intoxi~a
ting cup of pleafure, he could ill brook a {udden defcent into infig

nificance; he fcarceIy permitted the eyes of his aged father to be 

clofed, whe~ he ente;ed into'a cabal with {orne of the leading and 

moil: turbulent of the Rohilla chiefs. 

F-F· 
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A confcioufnefs of liis own natural fuperiority over his brother, 

fiimulated him to commit a barbarous crime, at which human na-. 
ture revolts, and af-once to, rend afunder the bonds of brotherh~od 
and loyalty. 

. Gholaum Mahomed lining gained" over to his interefis the prin

('ipal officers of the army, and, through them, fccured the attachment 

of the troops, pro reeded to execute the ~cdigu formed for the depo

fition of his brother. Seventeen days after the death of Fizoolah. 
, ' 

Khan" Gholaum Mahomed, atteQded by a fc:leCl: party well armed,. 

entered tne ,Dutbar of Mahomed Ali. A confidential {avant ap

priCed the N uwauh, of his brother"s intended vHit i and at the {arne

time talltiontd, him to be all his guard, as treachery was intended~ 

.. it is impo!Iible my brother can entertain eviti defig!ls ,againfr 

.,. me: has 1)1: not taken the: {acred Koran i" was the anfwer of thC' 

infatuared, prince. He. was too foon convinced. of his errror •. 

0n: entering tllt apartment, Gholaum Mahomcd, as 11ad beell' 

agreed upon. by the <onfpirators, bore himfeJf with defigned haugh

linefs and difrcfpett towar-ds his brother., This, as was forefcen'. 

and defite~l, i~flamed Mahomed Ali, and exc~ted the irafcibility o£ 

his, temper. He brok,c forth into the groffeft abufe, and" in his un:' 

governable rage, waS (0 raih as to draw his fabre: .. 

Gholaum Mallomed· ~ow gave the fignaf of attack, and his bto

t~ was inftantly furrounded by the whole body of confpirators,. 

v.:ho,. after a refolute and defpcrate refiftance, cut him down. He' 

4.' 
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was then, confined, and rent to the hou(c of the late Fizoolah Khan t . 

,where he was received by the wome~ of the famiiy. who having 

~re(rcd his wounds, endeavoured to alleviate his grief and re.concile 

him to his fate. 

The ufurper ,vas acknowledged by the army and people at RallY

pore with loud acclamations. Shortly after this event, it was 

underftood by letters which arrived from Lucknow. that the enlarge ... 

ment of the depofed Nuwaub. and his being permitted to relide at 
, ' 

Lucknow, would be acceptable to the vizir *. 

A touncil. con6fring of Gholaum Mallomed and his principal 

leaders, was.held on the <>ccafion, and they were requefred to give 

their refpeCtive opinions on the fubjeCl: before them • 

.. 
It has been affirmed, but not corroborat~d by any teilinwny that 

has tome within our knowledge, that the ufurper himfelf appeared 

inclined to a merciful determination, and woul~ have liberated .his 

brother. This, however, was violently: oppored by (orne of th€ 

leaders, and particularly by ~utchoo Khan and Omat Khan, ,two of 

the mo~ ferocious and fanguinary of the Rohilla tribe. dley,'de. 

elared, as a reafon for their difiike to Mahomed Ali's enlarge,!llent. 

that. !bould he once quit the jaghire and be allowed to join the Briti1h 

• It is nece1I'a,y here to remark, that the above circ~mfianee was communicated Cd 

the ,author by a confidential fcrval1t o( the late Fiwolah Khan, who is now 1i~ing at 

Rampore. At the fame time impartiality demands us to flate, that the credibility of 
the circumllance refts fol<:ly on the tellimony-of this man, (it being deni\:d -by the' people 
of,Oude) 

F F a 
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army t there could be no doubt but all thofe conccrn~d in, the late 

revolution, together with their wives and families. would, in the 

event C!f a defeat. be expofed to the moft fcvere refentmcnt; even. 

laid Omar Khan,. " to their grinding of rice for the infidels *!' 

Thefe arguments dccidC'd the quefiion; and it was unanimoufly 

refolved to put the unhappy prince to death. But the carrying this 

fanguinary refoI've into effeCt was a matter of no fmall difficulty, and 

required a difplay of con:fiderable a~ and perfidy. 

Mahomed Ali. as we have [een, was within the walls of the 
Haram, a fan&uary which, in Hindofiaun, it is confidered in the 

hjg~eft degree di!J::.onourable to violate or pollute. Gholaufi Ma~ 

homed. therefore. proceeded in a, manner equally fubtle, as refinedIy 

cruel. He fent for a perfon then at Rampore, by name Shah .. Huffun, 

a Syud,t, and a ma~ refped:ed by all for his fanctity, his age, and 

exemplary matmers. In the prefence of this man, the ufurpcr fwore 

1:]1'0n the Koran, that if ,his ill-fated brother \vould voluntarily quit 

his afylum. ,not a hair. of his head fhould fuftain injury: he can. 

eluded, by requefting of the Syud to' prevail upon his brother to 

come:: forth. 

Satisfied with an a£furance fa {olefin, the holy man repaired to the 

palace of Fizoolah Khan j and there having repeated what he had 

heard from th~ ufurper. Mahomed Ali was perfuaded to yield his 

• Which, in Alia, is eonftdered an office of the moa menial nature. 

t Dcfcendant of the Prophet. 
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arrent. He accordingly quitted his afylum. and was 'forthwith <:00.-, 

'duCted to a fmall fott abollt a mile diaanl from the city. 

Having thus obtained pofTeffion of his brother's perfon, Gholautn 

Maho~ed next deliberated on the furefr mode of depriving him of 

his life, without .himfelf incurring the guilt of fratricide. Omar 

Khan, whom' we have before mentioned as the mofr lavage of his 

advifers, propofed t~e dete1table method of poifoning his victuals; 

and to this. however in<;redible it may appear, the inh'.lman brother 

gave his confent. The perfon~ who had charge of the prifoner 

_ were .direCl:ed to carry this refolution into effeCl:,. But information 

of the defign having been previoufly communicated to Mahomed 

Ali. he refufed to eat. For three days and as many nights did the 

unhappy prince remain without fufienance, and, in a ftate of torpid 

in fenfibi.1ity • The fourth ,day,.. nature being exhaufted, and roufed 

by the calls ~f hunger, the Nuwaub prevailed upon the humanity of 

a water-carrier ,vho attended him to afford him a, {mall portion of 

flour: of this, vvhich he prepared ~vi[h his own hands by mixing 

it with water, he ate .. a morfal; but his ftomach, weakened by fo 

long falling, almoft immediately on {wallowing, rejected the food. 

M~anwhile ,the barb~rian, finding his intentions frullrated, and 

impatient of the delay. refolved to complete his bloody purpofe by 

the daggers of afi"affination. Four ~vretches" Munfa, Syud Khan, 

TooIIoo, and another. were (elected for the perpetration of this 

horrid deed. 

Notwith~anding the (ecrec, with which the order was given, of 
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this, likewife, lVIahomed Ali received information, and perceiving 

that his fate was approaching, he' rent an affeCtionate meffagc to his 

Bcgom and family, and as a 'final effort to avert his brother's ven

gea;lce, he, for the fake of his family, acquainted the Syud, whom 

we have before noticed, of the.ultimate refpl,ution of his'unre)enting 

brother. ' 

The Syud, equally aft:oniihed as indignant, at the bafe condua 

of the ufurper, and commifferating the fate of his lawful prince, 

repaired to the Durbar of Gh?laudl Mahomed; he there publicly 

charged him with a br~ach of faith. and a contempt for the precepts 

of religion. ~ The hypocrite, in reply, gave the moll [okmn aifli

ranc~s of the Cafety of l\tIahomed Ali, \vhofe life, he ~ddcd, .. was 

dearer to him than his own." But the heart of this ruffian was not 

to be foftened; neither t~ recollection of their early years,·,nor the 

clofer ties of fraternal affeCtion, 4nce arrived at manhood, could 

incline to pity or remorfe,' and to add to the guilt of affaffination, 

he clefc-ended to the meanefr and vileil: fubterfuge. In order th~t it 

might appear an act of fuicide on the part of the m~ferable brother, 

orders were given to th~ affaffins to contrive the murder to that effeCt. 

Accordingly, entering the chamber of the fleeping prince at mid

night,. _ they put .an end to his exificnce by a pifiol thot, and {everal 

ftabs of a dagger. When the <iced was done, they removed the 

body to a {mall clifiance from where it lay, and after pla.cin'g the 

'veapc;min the bre,ift of the deceafed, they departed. 

Next morning intellig~nce of the deceafc of Mahon:ed Ali was 

cQnveyed to his brother, while fitting in the Dur~rl The ufurper, 
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affcCl:ing th~ utmofi fu~prife and afionifument, burft into tears, and 

Ja,mented, in the mofi poignant terms, the unhappy rafhnefs of his 
brother, in committing fo defperate- an act. To complete the in .. 

famy of this diabolical tranfaction, he directed the remains of his 

brother to be folemnly interred, and difiributed a confiderable fum 

of money in charity, to pray for the repofe of the foul of the de

ceafed. ' 

In this manner, poIluted with a brotner7s blood, did' Gholaum 

Mahomed afeend the Mufnud oof Rampore. The neceffary fieps 

were now to be taken to feeure the eftablifhment of th~ ueurper. 
, . 

As a prelude, 'letters were difpatched to the vizir, in which Gho-, 

laum Mahomed endeavoured to excufe the atrocity of his conduct ; 

he offered, mo.reover, 1'0 his excellency T in alleviation of his guilt,. - . 
a Nazzeranah * and Paiiliculli ; and with profeffions of the higheft 

attachment and refpett fOE fhe Nu~aub as his fovereign and lord 

paramount, hit condudcd with requefring a continuation of the Jag
hire in. his own perfon .. 

It may her.e oe remarked, that this valuable Jaghire had only been 

r;ra~ted for life to its late pofieffor, and confequently, at his demife,. 

it reverted to. the Vizir.,. as lord paramount of Rohilcundt. It is, 

true that fome ye~ts finte,. it had be<1!n ~ropofed by the vizir him-

.. N"aL7.era~~ a prefcnt whicIl ill ufuallY fent by tributary princes in ttindoflaun". 

~ their' aecdIion, to their foycreign or lord paramount. 

t Vide report of the {ddt committee for India a.ffairs.-M~j:or Palmer's embnif1" 
n RamJ]Orc~ . 
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{elf, through the mediation of the fuprcme government at Calcutt~, 

to Fizoolah Khan, to change the tenure of the Jaghire, which ,,:as 

,only for life, into an Altum Gheh, which, by the ufages of Hin

d~ftal.ln, defcends in perpetuity to fucceffors. A confideration of 

fift~en lacks of rupees was then deeme~ a fufficient compcnfation. 

By fome means or other the offer was rejeC1ed on tl~e rart of Fi. 

zoolah Khan, and, confequently at his dcmife, the right of n:fump

tion of the jaghire was evident and undeniable. . 

The vizir, who from his earli~fi :youth had been imm~rfed in 

pleafure, would now gladly ha\'e feized the favourable opportunity 

thus afforded him, of confifcating this valuable jaghire, \\ hich 

woulq fupply him with frelli means of gratifying' his extravagance. 

His fluctuating mind, however, unaccufiomed to bufinefs, or de-
- 4' 

ciiive exertion, hefitated, and with the imbecility and little craft in-

herent to Ajiatic policy, he had rccourfe to temporizing meafures. 

The views of his minifter, Rajah Ticket Roy, a man timid, 

irrefolute, and deftitute of every qualification above that of a mere 

accomptant, were eafily led to encourag~ the weaknefs of his mafier. 

This minifter forefaw and dreaded the difficulties in which he mufi 

unavoidably be involved, ihould vigorous meafures be purfued. 

An empty treafury, a d~ranged fyftem of finance, a weak go. 

vernme~t. deeply antkipated revenue, and an impoverifued country, 

afforded but flender means for fUJ'plying, not only the necdfary ex· 

,pences of the wai, but alfo to provide fQr the )arade and e:xtrava. 
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ga~ce of his fovereign, whofe childiihly expenfive turn he knew 

would not fail of difplaying its pomp. on this occafion. He viewed 

with affright the embarra1fments that threatened him, and hoped,/ 

by accommodation, to efcape the impending difficulties, and, at 

the fame time, by a large mulct, to raife a temporary relief to the 

exigences of the frate. 

, 

The vizir and his minifiers, although from different motives. 

were united ~n a defire to accommodate, tempted by the magnitude 

of the fum * now offered, as Nuzzeranah, by Gholaum Mahomed. 

But, however firong the neceffity of the one, or the extravagance 

of the other, yet neither -would venture on a decifive fiep in an af
fair fo important, without confulting their allies, the Eng1ifu, who 

~'ere guarantees to the Jaghire Dar by the treaty of Loll Dong . 

. Accordingly, the vizir communicated the drcumfiances of the 

event to the Britifu refident. at Lucknow, w.ho conveyed the inti. 
mati'on to the fupreme board in Calcutta; at the fame time, his 

excellency declared his intention to abide by the advice of that go .. 

vernment. 

It was fuppofed by many, that the Britifu government' would 

take no part in the bufinefs, and ha~ they been defirous of avoiding 

trouble, there exifie<J a plau:fi.ble pretext for permitting the vizir to 

follow his own, inclinations ... 

It was, howevert juftIy confidered, that were the Englifh, under' 

• Twenty-two lacks of rupee$. 

QG 
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the circumilancesof their known and intimate conneCtion with the 
vizir, to overlook this foul murder, and fuffer fo heinous a crime 

~ 

'to go unpunifhed, it would be a condua utterly unworthy and dif • 

. honourable, and would not fail to derogate from the national cha

,raCter, in the eyes of the princes 'of Hindofraun. 

Actuated by fo generous a principle, the Hritith government came 

to the determination to difpoffefs and 'punifh' the'rebel, and in pur

fuance of this refolution, the two brigades which are ftationed in 

Oude, by treaty, were ordered '0 take the field. Sir Robert 

Abercrombie, the commander in jchief, being at that time on a 

tour to infpeCl: the troops at the Jpper :{lations of the army twas 

requeited to undertake the ~xpedition, apd for that purpofe, was in .. 

:veiled with the moil: 'ample authority t and affifie<l by tlu: co-opera~ 
tion of' the refidcnt at Lucknow. 

Preparatory to the commencement of the campaign, the com .. 

mander in chief was infrruCted ~o p,rrange and concert meafurcs with 

the vizir, for the future government of the jaghire. Sir Robert 

Abercrombie accordingly had a meeting with his highllef& at Dala-t 

IrtOW, on the banks 'of the Ganges. He there explained to the vizir, 

in the fulleil and m~fl: diilinct mann~r., that the Englifh wef~ de!¢r

mined to,re'move th~ l?urderer, Gholaum Mahoroed. for (ver, frpm: 

any ,iliare in the govemment of Rampore, and that wbatev.cr'rart: 

of the jaghire it might hereafter be deem~d prop~r, to bellow on.: 
the Rohillas, it muft be conferred upon the ififant Jon of the de

~~afed Jaghire DiU .. 
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The vizir, it is faid, was not lefs hurt at the didatoriai 1lrain of 

this communication, than'diifatist1ed with its t;nqr (fo a verfe to his 

own wiihes) or the willies of his miniller. 'fhey looked to im

mediate uJval1tage, and eager to feiz~ the golde~ prize, and both 

being devoid of every idea of national character, laughed to [cora 

the infatuation anJ folly of expending blood ard treafure, for what, 

in tbeir own lingular phrafeology, they. deemed " A N<lme." 

The Nuwaub, exhibiting fymptotns of difafl'eCtion, was finally 

giwn. to underfiand, that witho~,t he, explicitly acqui~fced in the 

abo\,t! points. that the pritiih government would take no part in the 

bufinefs. 

Immediate compliance, enfued. ,and Sir Robert Abercrombie Pl'?

cee~ed. ~i~h all expedition. to Cawnpore, and from that place to 

Futty Chur, where he ardved, and atfumed the command o~ the 

army on the 7th. of baober, 1 7<J4; the troops began to crofs the 

Ganges at ,futty Ghur, and the Gawnpore brigade having joined7 

the army was formed a few pays after on the banks of the Gamberah 

nver. 

Meanwhile the vizir had been colleaing his army, which con

.fiited of a numerous aJ.?d undifciplined rabble of infantry, and about 

lODO horfe Land, for the fake of an oftentatiou~ airplay of pomp, 

~OD pieces of· carmon, . fome of ~hem of v~ry large dimenfions. 

w~e diagge.J along with the multitude. 

His highnefs quitte~ Lucknow 9n the 13th of October" and, 

GG2 
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though by eary marches, he might eafily.have come up with the 

Britilh general and joined forces, he, oJ the contrary, appeared . \ 
defirous to remain in the fear, and, notwithftanding the preffing and 

• .j' 

urgent folicitations 'of the Englifh refident, and General Martin, 

who attended his camp, he co~ld not be perfuaded to advance. 

Being {olicited tQ fend on, at leaft, a body of cavalry, he declined 

the propof~, and it was not ~ti1 the day after the aCtion, that any 

of the vizir's army joined the '.aritiili. Our narration mufl: now 

lead us to the fituation of the Englifu army. in which nothing ma-
• 

terial occurred until the 24th infiant, when it encamped on the banks 

of the Sunkrah, a fmall river, about five Uliles in advance of Be. 
reilly, upon the high road to Rampore. 

In the evening of that day an officer was ordered out with a 

party of troopers to patrole ~hree or four miles in front, a~d report 

any occurrence to the general. That officer reported that 1 SOO of 

the enemy's horfe were advanced as far as ~illik, a village about 

fifteen miles from the Britiili encampment, and that fome horfemen, 

about noon, had been feen examining the paffage of the Doo jorah, 

a [mall river in front, and within the vizir's territories. 

On the 25th, the Englifh preferved the fame pofition, their front, 

to the Rampore road. and the Sunkra river. covering their rear, 

and. by a ~inding direction, proteCting alfo the right flank, fo that 

it could only be attacked, either on the left or in front, and in either 

cafe to the difadvantage of the opponents. 
\ 
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About two o'clock, P. M. of this day, the commander 111 chief 

was afionifhed at the intelligence that the RohiUas, in full force, 

were croiling the Doo Jorah, accompanied by the cavalry of the 

line. The general advanced to a [mall eminence ill front, 'to ob

{erve the'motions of the enemy. A meifage from Gholaum Ma. 

homed was, at this time, brought with a letter to the general, \vhich 

Sir Robert would not receive, but defired the me1renger might be 

direCted to return, and acquaint his mafl:er, that the Britifh com

mander would hold no communication with him, until he retIred 

within the Rampore boundary, .. nd totally evacuated the territories 

of the vizir, the invafion of which was highly improper, and ad~ 

ded much to the atrocity of his crime. That the Rohillas would 

be allowed until the evening of the next day to withdraw their 

troops, which, if they did not, the' Englifh would confider and 

treat them as enemies. 
OJ 

To this no anfwer was returned, but on the ~6th of Oclober the 

enemy appeared in a menacing and hofl:i1e manner, {preading over 

the plain in irregular and confufed, though numerous, columns. 

The general who had been to reconnoitre, returned to camp, ~nd 

left one of his aids de camp to give timely notice of the enemy's 

motions. The enemy continuing to advance, and form, in an 

irregular manner" the Britifh troops were immediately ordered to 

prepare for aCtion. 

T?e firft brigade, confifiiog of the 13th native battanon, the ~d 

European r~giment, and the 18th native, with the two reglments 

I 
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ofcav~r" fO~ln~d the 're~rve, and compofed the 'right wing of the 

a,riny. The 3d brigade. ~,~.1l:itlg' of four mlti ve battalions, f01:meH 

the left wing. 'and the 2d ,briqa~e, of equa,I firength, ',compofed th~ 

,center. To each battalion in 'the line were attached two guns, 'and 

the grand park ot artillery ;\~S polled, in the interval, between the 
c~nter' ,0] vifionand the' left wing. Frbm \~n eminence in front, 

which t~1e enemy were ~naccountably permittb,4 to OCCtlpy. they Coon 
< 

commenced an harmlcfs cannonade; their guns bel g greatly devated, 

tbe fhot paffed over the Britifh linc. About ten, A. 1\1'. the line 

being'reguhrly formed, two guns, -the fignal to ad\ nee, Were fired 

in the center. The Englifh troops began to advance; and continued 

to prefs forward with &l'e;t ardour, tIntll they met tl enetny, who 
came o'n with unexampled ref~lution and determin~~ ferocity, upoh 

the points of their bayonets, fword.in ha~d. "I'he'Britiih artillery 

nnd ffiu{ketry did great execution; but cou~d not entirely c1i.eck the 

nril: on{ct. The Olofr defperate effort of the Rohil~as was made on 

the 'right of the referve, where Colonel Burrington commanded, an~ 

fell. The cavalry who were on t~e right --flank, c,?rilI'handed by 

Captain Ram [ax, when the enemy bad adVaticed ,to about eighty 

paces, fud,denly ~\:heeled to the left, by order of their commanding 

officer, who led them into the rear of the referve. The fuddennefs 

of this unexpetted and difgraceful mO\'ement, and the charge \\ hich ' 

the enemy wc'r~ thereby infpired to make Off the rear~ thrc\v the ca

valry h~to <;~'nfufio11, and left the gallant r 3th battalion entirely ex

pored: this the enemy perc~iving ,. threw themfelves with the utmoil: 

violence upon, the flank of that corps, and many of them having 

turned its re~~ ~ th~ whole ~ig11t 'vi~g of the battalion were cut -to 

pitces. Capl~-itl Macleod the comml~ld'a:tlt, a gall~il! and, experi-:" 

4 
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enced officer, together with fQur of his fllbalterns, feU '; this corps 

prdfed UPQll the European regiment, which being alfo orifk1y at

tacked. were thNwn into a like COnf\IUon. The Eurqpeans, in 

turn, crowded upon the 18th battalion, and. notwithfid.~ding the 

fieadinefs and exertion of that corps, animated by the pr~fence of 

their gallant leader, Major Bolton, much dellnlc1ion was committed 

ill ~ few minutes. The body of the enemy-that made this im

preRion Qll the referve, had fuff"ered much themfdves. but in the 

tumlllt. had patred through t~? intervals occafioned by the diforder. 

and wer~ in the rear of the European reg,iment~ when a part of the 

(ivalry. whkh had, by the greateft exertions, of the fubaltern offi
cers, been rallied, retl.trned ba~k to the attack, and prevented furth~r 

mifchief. The other divifions of the lit)e having ma~ntained an 

_ undaunteq face throughout the whole of the battle, -J-efifrance on 

.the p~rt of the Rohillas, at length, ent,irdy ceafed, q.nd after a ~clofe 
aCl:ion of an hour .md forty minutes. fcarc~ a man of tl~e enemy 

was to be {een. 

The Briti!h line h;llt~d a few minutes on ,the field of battlc! to let 

r,he troop.S breathe. after which, they purfued the enemy to the Doo' 

Jorah river, on the oppofite banks of which their ,camp was: fiiU 

~Clnding j this \\:as phIlldered by the ,~ifdr's' horf~,Jllen, wbo, ;,3,C

~ording to cuttOn'l" had come up' after ,the ,aCtion, and whilft the 

Englifh line was ~alted, to m~uk out their e~campmei1t" thefe ban
7
-

ditt\ re&ped t~ reward due ~o tP~ valopr of their ~1lies. ' 

The Rohilla for~e fro~ the moft authentic accounts, €onfifted: , , 

of -3'Q;000-ibiantry~ ~d about 4000 horre; they h~d ,n~a~ly ~,:)o9\ 
, 1.-
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men kiJ~d, and as ma~y' wounded; whilfi the BritHh had to regret 

a dea~~.~,~ught victory, in the 10fs of/)09 men and fourteen office;s *. 
men ~It' tried reputation iI1 their profeffion. and who had fought 

under thf- banners of Coote and Cornwallis. 

On tUl27th, the army halted to inter the dead, and take care of 

the wolded, who ·were fent back to Bereilly the fame day, where 
II' 

an ho{pital was formed for their reception. On tIle 1.9t~f the army 

reached and took po£reffion of the city of Ra'mpore. the capital of 
, " 

the Rohilla jaghire, and excepting the widow and family of Ma-
homed Ali. fcarce a Rohillah remained in the place". the whole hav~ 

ing evacuated the town the day fucceeding the battle. 

The 'Britilh general then deemed it ,eligible to give up the town 

·to the management -of the vizir. whofe people accordingly took 

.poffeffion ~' 

Intelligence of the' retreat of the RohiIIas into the Almora hills, 

which extend along the eafiern boundary of Rohilcund, having been 

received, the Britith army advanced by eafy marches, and on the 5th 
I 

of Nove'mber, encamped at the village of Puttah, at the foot of the 

,. Names of the officers killed in the aaion of the 26th OCtober, I 794.-lnfantYJ : 

Colonel Burrington, Major l3olton, Captain Macleod, Captain Mawbey. Lieutenants: 

W. Odell, W. HincHman, Jolm Plumer, Jofeph Richardfon, T. Cummings, Z. 
Birch. IPoundet1: Major R. Bruce, T. Edwards. Lieu/ena1fts: R. Adams, Lewis 

Thomas, T. Robertfon, J. P. Pigot,.. cavalry. ArliOe,]: Killed; Captain Mordaunt. 

Lieutmanls:"E. Baker; J. Tilfer. 1J7i)lnd"d: (lince dead) Captain Wells, brigade 
major. It may be interefiing,to the friends of thefe gallant officers, to learn thl\t the 

Britifu government ha~e llireCted a monument to be ereCted over ,heir remains, on the 
fpot where they fell. 
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before-mentioned hills. The fam~ day, Syud ,Khan, a confidential 

perfon, was dffpatched by Gholaum Mahomed into the EngWh 

camp, with propofals on the part of his mafier, that he (Gholaum 

Mahomed) 'You1d deliver himfelf up to'the Englilh, with the pro

vifion of perfonal rafety to himfelf~ and an aifurance from the Brl

tiili general, that the honour of his family thould be prefervcd in

violate. The Engliih commandc;r readily acquiefced in the propofal, 

and about one, o'clock next day.' the Rohilla, chief was met at' a 

thort diftance from the Briti1h.. camp. by the refident at Lucknow, 

and by him conducted to the gene:Jal's tent. He was accompanied 

by his younger brother, a youth of 17 years of age, and two of 

his firdars, Syud Khan and Omar Khan, the latter of w hom was 

an old foldier, who had. !hared the" fortunes of the late Fizoolah 
T ~ 

Khan, at Loll Dong. and ferved. him, from that period until. his 

death. 

Gholaum'Mahom~d' having thus furrendered his perfon. it was 

reafonably fuppofed that ~atters would fpeedily be brought to a con

dufion;, it foon, howev~r, !llPpeared. that that chief had, by the 

natural craft and corrupt turn -of' ~is own difpofltion, been led to 

hope that bribes~ and the all-powerfuI-iniluence of gold, would ftill 

feeure him poffeffion of the jaghire. The treafures of his late fa

ther, 'amounting to an immenfe fum, ~which had been amaffed by a 

{eries of themofi prudent induftry and rigid economy, were in his 

hands~ and; ·though regardlefs of either honour or honefiy, "he had 

obfervation -fufficient to hope that his'treafures would not only gild 

his .crimes, buim~llify his' enemies, and'prove perfuaJive, advocates 

in his fa~~ur; in: thisi.however. he faile4; and though he poiitivdy 

HH 



APPENDIX, II. 

offered the immenfe fum 6f a lack of gold mohurs to the refidcnt. 

another to the general: and a' third .to the company. if be could be 

retained in the Neabot or deputyfh~p of--;hc jaghire, he was given 

to underftand by Mr. Cherry, that he muft for ever abandon every 

hop~ of that nature, and that neither the jaghire, nor even permiffion 

to retide within its precincts. would ever be granted him. After 

this ineffedual ftruggle, (orne day~ paired without any thing being 

dete~mined, nod Gh9laum Mahome~, either affected, .or J'eally not 

pqifeffing any i.n.t1uence over his (lbfiin.atc cotmtrymen~ fiill kept aloof 

from decifion,. which the genenll perceiving,' and that by patience 

and forbeararice matters were only more procrailinated, it was deter

lXlined to conticler; the. Rohilla. chief entirely o~t of the quefiion, and 

the pla,o .of a feparatc negotiation with th(:. chiefs in the Rohilla 

camp was adopted.. A 'general pardon was offered to thofe mif .. 

guided men and their adherents, op their fubmiffion to .the vizi:. 

Thqir troops had perm.iffion to depart to their refpeCtive homes, and 

~jaghjr<: of t~Jadts of mpees .. ,e:kduding the town of Rainpote, 

uras. o'ffe~d toAJhurtlud. Ali', l\1W,., the mEant fan. of the mizrderc:d. 

N J,1,\W.ub 1 thef:e- U!r.ms. howev<;r rcafonable and. confonallt to the li.
geJ"al policy wlilkh aCluated Sir R~bc:rt Abercroinhie throughout th~ 

whQle Q( th€;1e tra~~.Hons t were,. ncYert.hdcfS F rejected., aa.d many 
eva,fiQAS, aud c:~Wwagant demands were made 00. the Fart of rhe. 

e~emy:. 

Qn. dle I ~h. of Novembti, however,. Gholaum. 1vtahOmed. ap

pre~nlive that 'the other thicfs. w(WId n~w make' terms. f01 them,., 

fs:ly~" ~I' p.rDbably' (as aPl?ciJ.JJ:d juilitl.eQ by t~e. conthUron) adaated. 

'3 
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by more deceptious .motives, agreed to fend- letter\i to the Rbhma' 
- \ 

camp, with pofitive orders to. his firdar~ .to. fen4 ottt his family and? 

t~eafures. Syud Khan was in~rufted, with .the million, and he being 

detai~ed hy die Rohillas., :md no. antwer returned'; Omat Khan, 

with pretended anxiety to. e~ed; all accomttlddatiQD, propofed to. 

vi fit the camp. and dcubted nct bf· his prev:(il'il1g over hIs country
men to accede. to terms. 

To this Sir Robert Abercrombie: aCtuated by the bumane defire 

of terminating the war ·without a farther ~ffufiQn· of blood, yielded 

his atTentt Omar Kban werit,- btlt neve" returned. 

It W:.\S now diCcovered. from various' dianhels', that Gholaum
MahQmeci, him {elf, notwithfiandi~g, tt~ ptofeffion~ of obedi~cet 
was the {ole caufe 01 the obftin.ate .delay· of his' countryrilen, with 

Wh9~ he. had kept up a! fecret ·corrd'pondence., and urged. the chiefs! 

who were his Creatures, not to accept of any terms in which his . \ 

reHoration to the jaghire was not a primary article j and he affured / 

them,. that ~ing refolute, and unanimouS' in tliis point, ·they would 

infure fuccefs. 

It was-therefore determined to bring matters, at once. to an iifue. 

In the evening of the 3d of December, an· infolent an? contemptuous 

letter arrived in the Englllh camp; in that letter, after repeating a . . 
{eries of extravagant demands, they concluded with thefe' remark .. 

-able words, " If, after this repre(entation, our requefts ber denied. 

it will be con(picuous throughout the empire o~ Hind9flaun, that 

H'H 2 ' 
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in the days of Vfuf Al Dowlab, affifted by t~e Englifh Company, 

.the Rohilla nation 'was extirpated. JJ 

. 
"The drift, of thii letter was eaUly [een through, and at 12 o'clock 

I 

on the [arne night, Gholaum Mahomed was rent off under charge 

pf a regiment ,of cavalry, who were ordered to e[eorr bim to Takoor 

Duwarah, a place about twenty miles difrance from the' camp: he 

was then delivered over to Colonel Baillie, of'the Ifl native bat- , 

taUon, who had been ad,vanced to ,receive him, ihould this mea[ure 

be deemed neceffary; that officer. carried him on twenty miles far

ther, fo ,that by ten o'clock next day hewas forty ruiles diftant from 

his friends. The ~ext morning, after fending in a proclamation to 

the RohiIlas, which was dedare.d to be final, offering pardon, if they 

would fubmit, and notifying the vizir's intention to befrow a jaghire 

upon the infant fon of t4e -deceafed Nuwauh; but in the. ~vent of 

~~rther refifiance, they mufi: expect -to meet with exemplary pu

ni1hment. 

The ~ritifh army then .Dloved down to within a mile of the Ro

billa intrenchments, anq the outpofis of both armies ,exchanged a. 

few fuots. but without any mifchief to either party. 

,The good ,dfeCts of this. proclamation were foon apparent: con

vinced tbat .by th~ ,departure ,of their chief, all hope of his. refiora

tion 'wa~ a.t ,an end, and that the Engliili were determined to aCl with. 

vigor, t~e Rohillas, at length .. began: to treat with fincerity. A 

ceHation of arms took place on. the 5th;. but there being fuch a v.a-· 

riety of clalhlng i~tel'efis to reconcile and to fe.ttle, and -arrange the 
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feledion of the new jaghire. it was not until the 7th inftant the pre

liminary articles were iigned*. On the 9th, the treafures of the late 

• Tranflation of the preliminary engagement between the Nuwaub Vizir UI Mu

malick Afof Jab Afaf Ui Dowla Yehiheh Khan Buhadre HU'l.zubber Jung. the Engli!h 
Company, and the Rchilla tribe. 

ARTICLE I. When this preliminary engagement !hall be executed, hoftilities !hall 

ceafe betw~en the Nuwaub Vi'[,ir UI Mumalick Afof Jah Buhadre and his allies, and 

the Rohilla army. 

ART. II. The Nuwaub Vizir tn Mumalick AfoE Jah Buhaore agrees that he has 

pardoned the family of the Nuwaub Fimo@h Khan. dece;fed, and their adherents,. the 

faults which they have committed. 

ART. III. The Rohilla army agree that they will give over. in depofit, to the 

Company; whatever may remain of th~ treafure of Fizoolah Khan, deceafed.~ That 

Gholaum Mahomed Khan has delivered an account of the treafure which was left by 

the Nuwaub Fizoolah Khan at his death, to the ptl1iod that he had charge of it. 

From that treafure the fum of 14,000 gold mohurs has been expended fii1ce Gholaum 

Mahomed rehan left the Rohiila camp. this being deduCted" the balance~ is the fum 

demanded •. . . 
ART. IV. The Nuwaub Vi1.ir UI Mumalick ACnf· Jah B'uhadre agrees, that he 

will bdlow ~n Ahomed Ally Khan, the grandfon,of the Nuwaub Fimolah Khan, de-, 

ceared. mohuls in jaghire at the annual Jumma of' te~ lacks of rupees, and that the 

town of Rampore thail bea part of'the (;id jaghire; and'as Ahomed Ally Khan is a 

minor, therefore Nuffur Ulli Khart Buhadre. fon of. Abdoola Khan, deceaf~d, 01 all , 

be n(l~inated the guardian of Ahmed Ally Khan, and the manager of the faid jaghire, 

until Ahomcd Ally Khan iliall arrive at the age of twenty one years, 

• ART.,Y. When the Rohilla army !hall have given 'over the treafure, as is exprdli.d 

in the third,article, the armies of the Nuwaub-Vi1.ir Ul Mumalick Afuf Jah BuhJ~fe, 

and of the Englifh Company, thall march.from hence, and the Robilla army fhall. dd:' 

perfe, and g9 wherever they think proper. Done at Putta Ghaut in the Eo&liih camp, 

this 5th Jemmaud U1 Owul, 1209 Hijerah, December 7. 1794. 
The real of the Nuwaub Vizir 
UI Mumalick Afo( tn Dowla 
AfofJah Yehiheh Khan Buhadre. 
Huzzubber ;lung. 

(LS) . 

The real of Mr. Geo. F I'!!'
derick Cherry 011 the pare of· 
the Englilb Company as gua
rantee to the above article$< 

(l-<S) 

The feal of Nufi'ur' Ulli-' 
KhHn. 

(~S) 



APPENDIX, II. 

Fi~lah Khan, amounting to three lacks and So.ooo-gold mohurs. 

were delivere~ up to, the Britiih general; and. on the follo:wing day. 

the al'mies commenced their march on their return. When the army 

arrived at Bereilly. it was announced, in orders •. tha.t his ~i~hnefs. 

the vizir, intended to prefent the troops with ~ donation of clev~n 

lacks of fUpeQs., paJ;t Ci>f the ~reaf\,1J::t; which h~d b~el\ fe~t into Ute 
Et'lglifh camp, and was ddiv.ered over to the vizir J this was'imme

diately done, by paying it into the hands of the refident at Lucknow. 

and the remainder the vizir carried to .Lucknow. 

Tl1~l~ tenl).~at~d a fe'\ioI1,ltio~~ whi~ht twugh at the ~rOI appear

ance exhibited but,a flight fpe~k in the political horizon -of Hin

dofrauD, had, neverthel~fs, by a va,dety of ~ircumaances. a.nd inci

d,enta.l c~u(es during its .. p~<;>greCst (hreatened (0 prove fa~al to the 

imterefis of Great Britain, or, at leafi, of giving a fevere check to 

their authority. To hazard conjecture on an objeCt of fo gre!lt 

importa~ce, may furely'be deemed excufeable, aOQ if it thould ferve 

to ftimulate exertiOUl and, f\nimate the cond~ct of a wife aud well

ordered , gqvernment, to the prefervation and pennanency of the va. 

luable poffeffi.o,ns of Great Britain In the eaft, the obfervation will 

oot have been made in vain. Of the prefent jaghire, as Jettled by 

the. late treaty, it 'yet remajns to fp~ak i it is ptuated in the finei! 
, , 

patt'ot Rohilcund, and the jaghire is bounded on the north by the 

town of Akberbad, on ~he fouth by Millik, on the eafi by Rooder

pore, at the foot, of the Almora hills, and OIl the weft by the .village 

of Saf~ny; it is in length, about [eventy m~es, and thi(ly-fix iry 

br~adth; the circumference of the j~ghire is 291 miles. and contains 

about 50b populous viUages; the foil, in common with the rdt of 
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Rohilcund, is a black rich loam, interfperfed in fOlne plates with 

red earth j the moO: fruitful: parts are the . center and fouth-weft 

boundary. The face ,of the country th~bughout prefents 11 delightful 

view of large groves of mangoe tre~s, agreeably diverfified with 

gentle declivities and' afcents alternately. This valuable jagbire is 

watered by feveraI rivers f be fides finaller ft'reams, which contribute 

to fertilize and embellifu it. Among the principal are the Ram. 

ganga and CQ:ffiUah, which have been defcribed in the former.pait 

of this work. ' 

The jaghire. though fa highly favoured by nature, nas, never. 

the1tfs,' been much affifted by the iooufirious fpirit of its inhabi .. 

tants; aided '~y the wife and beJleyolent inilitu'tions of the late Fi ... 

zoolah Khan • 

• 
Throughout! his whole territory:~ that prince caufed ~d9 to 

be made, whk~ traverfe the com 'fields in all directions; fheyare 

fufficiently broad iUld deep. In the: ea1tern confines, near the AI

mora hills, the inhabitants: aVail thetnfelves ,Of the fitlmet.ous ftreams , . 
which flow from th~ mouotalnS, b)r making artificial. dams; a'r\d, ... . 
at the proper ftafoJ\S, intmda.te their lallds, which is of partic.:ular. 

benefit to' the ,early crops. All tllefe advantages give th~ ~(runtry the.. 

appeanuice of a:rl highly: cultivitedt garo:n. 

StlgaJ aanep lice,. amd tobacco .. are prodnced in the'greatefb abUII

dim~ and· of thtl beili quality'; the, canes are from eight to" ten feet· 
bigh, and the crops of wheat, &arley, and various kinds of gr-vin;. 

ar~ IIlDthing iufer:KlU(), th.e ~o~,cultivatoo par,ts of Hindo!l:auIt'.i_ thel 
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principal manufacture of this jaghire is coarre cotton cloth, which 

is exported <lcfofs the Ganges into the Doo Ab, and other parts of 

the vizir's dominions, as are likewife great qu~tities of grain, fugar, 

and tobacco. 

Rampore, which is the capital both ~f the former and prefent. 

jaghire, is a large town fituated on tIle weftem bank' of the Cofilla 

ri ver; it is about four miles in circumference. and furrounded by a 

thick hedge of bamboo, within which are mud fortifications, to

tally Incapable of refiftance. Thtj, town is iarge t but the fireets, as 

common throughout Ana, are narrow. There is, however, a very 

good bazar, and lIkewife a mofque. both of them the work of 

Fizoolah Khan; dtiring the 'life-time, of that chief, Rampore was 

fuppofed to contain 100,000 inhabitants; but nnce the late revolu

tion, great numbers of the Rohi11as. in confequence of the reduced . , 

eftahliiliment, have quitted the place, and retired with their families 

in queft of a maintenance. 

The prefent jaghire is properly divided into two parts, R-ampore, 

called alfo Muftafabad, and Shah-Abad, The late treaty fixed the 

valuation of the revenues at J ° lacks 'and 70 ,000 r.upees per annum J 

but the above eftimate was: made from a comparative fiatement of 

the, Jumma. or general col~edion of twenty.two lacks. There is 

reafon to fuppofe that the part now occupjed by the Rohillas •. is ca

pable of yielding, a much larger fum; and· if the indufirious {pirit 

of its inhabitants obtains permanency, it will continue to increafe in 

value annually-. 

.. During a Curve; whicR was ma~e by Captain James Mouatt. of the Bengal engi-
/ 



APPENDIX, ~I., 

..As a conclufive remark. it may be obferved" that in whatever di

rection we traverfe the dominions of the late Fizoolah Khan, the 

fame indufiry and attention to cultivation is exhibited; and every 

generous tnind will -doubtlefs join in A cOfdial willi, that no a.mbl_ 
tious or ferocious chief will a~in difturb its internal peace and tran

quillity. 

neers, by order of government, in the years 1795-6, to afcertain the boundaries of 

the jaghire, the author, who accompanied that gentleman, had an opporttmity of a 

perfonal infpeClion of every part of it, and from his inquiries. and conveifations, ,with 

Jllany intelligent natives, he has been enabl~d to prefent the ~bove docu~ent$. 
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APPENDIX, III. 

Tranj/ation of a Letur from the Prince Mirza Juwaun Bukht 

Jehaundar Shah, e/ddt Son of Shah-Aulum, to his MajeJly 

George III. King of Great Britain, mentioned in Page J 57. 

EXOR.DIUM *-INVOCATION TO THE DEITY. 

'~ C? THOU whofe praife is the firft object of the light and 

el fplendour of dignified nature, with the celebration of which the 
\ 

" thoughts and actions of the moil: exalted monarchs ought ever to 

U commence; the dazzling brightnefs of whofe purity emanates like 

" the flin over the face of the whole creation, and the myfrerious 

,,'power of whofe mighty arm is univerfally difplayed from the 

u loweil: earth to the higheil: heavens. Counfel and affift in thy 

" mercy, thy chofen prophet, Mahomed, whom thou haft appointed 

" the mdfenger -of thy truth to'the children of men, and ftrengthen 

" and confirm his righteous defcendants, and followers and compa

ce. nions, who are the foundation of the right way! 

" To the moil: illuftrious prince, adorning th~ univerfe, in dig-

• All the letters from princes and great men throughout _~fIa are introduce~ with a 
fimilar exordium. For the Infha or formula, the reader may conf41t the Ayeen 
Akbary of Mr. Gladwin, or Dr. Balfour's ingenious tranflation of the Infha Her
kerun. 
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" nity Hke FeriJoon 'II. the monarch d\fi:ributingjuUice over the world, 

,; cherifh,er ~f friends, and dreadful avenger of enemies, whore 

" throne is refplendent as that of Alexander, and magnific~nt as 

" Gemjhidt. of afpeCl brilliant as the fun~_and of aufpicious forttme, 

" the. moil: exalted King.of Englan~. grea.t as Ddriu! t. wife,. tnag

" nanimous,"lord of'royal infignia. who colleCl:& tribute from mighty 

H kingdoms, he it known and unde.rjJoodj Prior to this addrefs, yout 
" fuppliant has in th.e mofl explicit manner reprefented. t,O the throne 

~e the afylum of the univerfe, th4t·the dillurbances whkh have arifen 

" within the empire of l-lindoftaun, the diffenfions among the no-
• 

" bility and O~rahs of high renown. the rebellious defigns of the 

" wicked, plots, treafons and confpiracies of difobedient fubjects, 

" have been -related to you by order of the imperial prefence our re

e, nowned fovereign and venerable parent, (the Khakan § of the 

" world, the ~r~ght taper of devotion of the great- lord of ~he c;on7' 

ee ~unCl:ion (Sahib Keraun 11), and refpIendent tarch of ' the family of 

" (Goorgaun ~f) to the Nuwa,ub of c;xaltecl dignity, Mr. Hafiings t 

"Be~uder, govero.or~general .. ,that he might came to the ai~ and 
" afiifia:ns:e of the royal family. 

U In this expeClation for a period. of four years we (the prince) 
, '- . - .. ' 

to A king of Perfia famous for his juftice. 

t A king of Perfia who is related to have .built thlt palace of Perfepolis. 

t Darius the fon' of Hyftafpes or Kiiht-Afp. 

§ Khakan, a Scythian or Mogul title, according to hiftorians firft adopted by the 

great Timoor on his conqueft of Tartary, and fubfequently alfumed by all his pofterity 

who fat on the throne of Hindoftaun .. 

II Sahib Keraun. From an aufpicious ~ombination of tl;le planets at the time of l?-i& 
nativity, or according to others, on his acceffion to the regal dignity. 

fd . Goorgaun-:'-the family from whom Timoor was defcended. 
2 • 
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f( have rended with our friends the Englifh. and our brother dear 

" as life the vizir of the empire, and during that period we have 

II not failed to folicit from the counfellors of the Eafi-India Com

h __ ~ny the refioration of our imperial authority. and the re-efiablifh

cc ment of Our paternal dominions.-

" During this interval, from the relaxed fiate of the government, 

II and, in confequence of the arrival of the deceitful Marhattas, and of 

cc Sindiah (who is, chief of the feditiou's 1 thofe diftur~ances and rebel

'u lions increa:6ng in tenfold pro?ortion have augmented the diftrefs 

.. of our auguft parent.; and notwithftanding the wholefome advice 

u and falutary counc~1 given from the throne to ~he aforefaid chief to 

" conciliate th~ attachment of the ancient nobility, and extend protec

" tion to the difireffed peafll.ntry (a conduct which. under divine fa

ce vour, gives fecurity and permanency to empire) that ungrateful 

&c chief, regardlefs of the royal will, has eftablifhed himfelf in.~?ll

" tinued and unvaried oppontion, until, h~ving by his improper con

H 'duct exafperated the Rajahs and princes of our~empire. and particu

" larly the mofi illuftrious prince of Jynaghur, ,the pillar of fidelity, 

U Maharajah Pertaub Sing, as likewife the ruler of Joudpore, both of 

" who~-are allied by blood to the royal 'family . Thof~ warlike chiefs. 

ce uniting to punifh the fource of oppreffion; gave him battle, and de

" feated him, fo that, deprived of his office of Ameer Al Omrah, or 

" chief of nobles, he fell at once from the fummit of imperial favour, 

., and was precipitated into the abyfs of annihilation and contempt • 

.. Am,idft thefe viciffitudes of fortune, the machinations of the re

"'bellious increafed to an extent almoft immea'furable. 

1 



U On one fIde. 'Gholau~ Caudir Kba~ (fan of the detefted Afghaun 

U Zabita Khan. whofe whole life was employed in confpiritig againft 

" the fafety of the date) has ere'Cl:ed the fiandard of rebellion. Hi~ 

" example encomaging others, the difturoances became fo forrlll

" dable as to penetrate even to the threfhold of the imperial palace, 

" fo that our auguft parent was neceffitated to adopt the mofi frre

" nuous efforts to extiDguilh. this de'firudive fire. 

" For this purpofe. he difp~tched repeated and urgent commands 

" to this your fuppliant, as likewik to the.govemor-general of high 

" dignity (Earl Corn.wallis) as to our dear brother the vizir of the 

" empire, to come to the aifillance of the imperial court. 

" But it appearing that 011 the arrival of the imperial demand, 

" neither the governor-general or the vizir of the empiro had re

" ceived your majetly's commands to that effeCt, they were. of 

" confequence confrrained. to withhold the affifiance required. 

, , We, therefore. g'irding the loins of circumfpeCtion witli the belt 

" of refolution, and cilling .our eyes towards future events. and the 

" mercies of divine providence in thisofiormy ocean of our di.firefs, 

" rely on your majefiy for the reftoration of our authority; and if 

u your majdl:y. who adorns the throne of the univerfe, will gracioufly 

" condefcend to iffue your high commands to the governor-general to 

"effect the rdl:oration of the royal authority in thefe kingdoms, 

'0' puniih our rebellious fubjeCts, and re-efiablifh the augufi houfe of 

" Timoo!, fuch conduct will be perfeCtly ~onfifrent with the diCtates 

" of generofityand the ufages of fovereign princes.i and finlll:lr J the 
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" refuIt of this kind interpofition byefiablifhing the repofe of the peo

ce pIe of God, and affording peace a~d plenty to a diflracted empire. 

'u will render your Majefiy's n,ame renoWned among the princeS of 

" the earth. 

II As our honoured pareIlt, his imperial majefiy. bound by every 

" tie of gr~titude: regards your majefiy as' a brother dearer ~han life • 

.. fa tnis your fuppliant hopes to be honoured by the endearing appeI

H '!at ion of your. nephew. 

-' 

.. For the refl, may the fun of your majefiy's grandeur and pro-
. . 

" fperity be perpetually refplendent in the fphere of glory and aufpi-

" CiOllS fortune"" 

The above letter \\'~ written at the commencement of the year 1787, previous to the 

princis departure from Lucknow to Delhi the laft time; though the author has not 

been able to learn from the moil diligent inquiry whether it was ever fent to England, 

but as the fubjeCt-matter of it contains a faithful pid:ure' of the wretched fiate of the 

ro}~al family·at that period, h~ has deemed it worthy of infertion. 

To Major Oufdy. whofe acquifitions in eaftern literature have already 

fo much benefited the Public. the author begs leave to offer his hearty 

thanks for the ufe of the elegant Perfian type of the above letter. with

out which affiftance he fhould have fuftained much inconvenience. 

KK 
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''El~gy written bg S H A H -AU L U ~1 qfter the 
Lifs of his Sight. 
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Frt:e Tra'?/lation, in Veife, of an Elegy compoflcl /;J Sbah-Aulum 

tifter the Iqfs if his Sight, as fjuoted in chapter loth, page 180. 

* WHERE with bright PQmp the {lately domes. arlfe, 

In yon ~ark tower an aged. monarch lies, 

Forlorn, dejeCted, blind, replete with woes, 

In tears his vener~ble afpeCt: :Chews; 

As through the lonely courts I bent my way. 

Sounds flruck'my ear, which [aid, or [eem'd to Jay, 
• 

'S Lo, the dire tempefr gathering ffom afar, 

" In dreadful clouds qas dimm'd the itnperial fiar; 

" Has Jo the winds, and broad expanfe of heaven, 

" My ,frate, my royalty, and kingdom given; , 

•• Time was, 0 King, when clothed in power fupreme, 

" Thy voice was heard, and nations haWd the theme; 

" Now fad reverCe, for for~i.d lufi of gold, 

c~ By traitorous wiles, thy throne and empire fold. 

• I have thought the firft fix lilles, which arc merely introdu,ttory, and cannot be. 

accounted flny part of the original, tc;> lie better calcul.:~ed to give: {.J.tisfaction to the 

reader, than aQ abrupt commencement ~f the elegy, as in the king's own words. 

K K 2 
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CI See yon nerce Afghan* with intemperate hal1c: 
cc Gleams like a meteor through the palace wafie. 

" Frowning. terrific, threatens with a gr:tve 

" Thy progeny, 0 Timoor, good and brave; 

" Yet, not the treatr:nent- from th' inhuman foe, 

.. -Not all my kingly frate in dufr laid low, 

.. Can to this breall fuch torturing pain impart. 

" As does, 0 Nazirt. thy detefied art; 

" But tho' too late, the dolY of reckoning CQme, 

" The tyrant whom thou ferv\lft has feal'd thy doom, 

II Has hurled thee, rebel, headlong; from the height 

" Of power abufed, and done thy fovereign right :. 

" Chafie partners of my bed, and joys' ferene. 

'" Once my delight, but now' bow changed the fcene I 

cc Conderhl1ed. .with 'me in plaintive -frrains to mourn, 

e, The fcanty pittance from our offspring torn ! 

" The viper, whom with fofreringcare I nurfi, 

U Deep in my bofom plants his fling accurft ; 

.. Riots in blood. and heedlefs of his word, . 

" Pants for the ruin of his fovereign lord. 

" Nobles ingratet .. upheld' ~y powe'r and pride, 

U To whom' out favours never were denied ,; 

.. See to what mifery and dire ?ifgrace, 

$I Your perfidy accurfed, has brought a royal race: 

,. Gholaum Caudir Khan • 

• i Munfoor Ali Khan, {uperintendant of the l1ouCehold. 

:t Tile Mogul nobility :who abandoned the king o~ the approach of the rebeI.t'~ 
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. " Bright northern flar fro~ Cabul's realms advance, . 

" Imperial Timoor* poize the avenging iJnce • 

.. ' On there vile traitors quick dei1rudion pour, 

" Redrefs my wrongs, and' kingly rights reHore; 

" Thee too, 0 Sindiah, illufirious chief, 

" Who once didft promife to afford relief; 

" Thee I invoke. exert thy generous aid, 

" And o'er their heads high wave the avenging blade. 

" And ye, 0 faithful pillars of my ft.1te. 

" By friend(hip bound, and by my power elate, 

" Hafien, 0 Afuft. and ye Engliili chiefs:!:, 

" Nor blufh to' footh an injured monarch's griefs; 

" But fiay my foul, unworthy rage difown, 

" Learn to fufiain th~ 10fs of fight and throne; 

" Learn that imperial pride, and fiar-clad power • 

.. Are but' the fleeting pageants of an hour ,; 

.. In the true crucible of dire difhefs, 

" Pl:Irged of alloy, thy forrows foon {hall ceafe ; 

•• What I though the fun of empire and command, 

II Shorn of its beams, enlightens not the land; 

• Timoor Shah, king of Cabul, on his father, the Abdl11ee's, laft vilit to Delhi, 

was married to a princefs of the royal family, which gives his fon, Zimaun Shah, a 

claim to the throne of Hindoftaun. . 

t Afuf AI Dowla. vim of the empire. 

:\: It is much to be lamented, that the flate of politics at Calcutta could not, at 

that time, admit of government interfering on the occafion-for fuch was the infiucnce 

of the Eritifh name, that h"d the detac!HN,nt ilationed at Anopthire. only marched 

out of their cantonments, the brutal tyrant would have dcfuled, and the king" misror
tunes been averted. 
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., Some happier day. a providential carc 

" Again m3Y renovate the falling. n.lf; 

" Aga.in, 0 king, f<tife up thy illufirious racc. 

" Cheer thy fad mind, and clore t~lY dJys in peace * ." 

• It may not be amifs to remark, that feveral MS. copies of the "hove elegy having 

been circulated throughout India, various readings may have occurred. The one here 

prcfented, was obtained by the author whilft at Delhi, and therefore appeared to him 

the moit authentic; but he thinks hil11felf bound to acknowledge he has read a poetic 

verfion of the fame elegy, which appeared in the European Maga7-ine for May, 1797. 

faid to be written by Captain Symes, from whofe refe~rches into the hillory and anti-
• quities of the iuterefting kingdom of Ava, the public may expect to derive much urdul 

and inihuctive information. 
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PREFACE. 

T HE work now offered to the public is the refult 

of feveral years application, during the author's 

relaxation from his 'p'rofeffional 'duties, and the 
4( 

avocation of his leifure hours. 

An account of the tranfaCliotls at- the court of 

Delhi during an interefting and eventful period, 

and the incidents 'and occurrences \vhich have . . 
111arked the ~ ~ecline of power of th,e race of Timoor 

~ , 

under the turbulent reign of the ill-fated Shah-

A~lum, '(in all probability the ,laft of that family 

c 
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who 'v-~ll -fit on the thr~ne of Hindofiaun) cannot, 

it is prefumed, fail to prove acceptable' to' a Britifh 

reader. 

A. fang refi'~nce inJ~dia has afforded the author . . 
,frequent opportunities o( acquiring--much local in- . 

• If, 

formation; and moft of the geographical 'remarks 
• 

were obtained by him, on the fpot, while on a fur-

vcr" ordered by the Bengal government, through 

the DOD Ab * and adjacent countries in 1793·4; 

and .on a .fimilar' occafion ltfrough the 'pr.ovince of 

Rohilcund in 1795-6. 

T,he "perufal of the feveral Perfian manufcripts 

named in the Appendix., and particularly the Shah 

Aulum Nameh, (a hiftory of.i~e lieign of the pre

fent king) written by 'Gholaurn Ali, a learned 

, "'* ,A ~puntry lying betw.m.t ,the Tiver.s :Ganges and.jumna. 



PREFACE •. . 
XIX 

native,' afforded the ,author ample materialS' for re

lating fttch tranfaClions ~s ~()ok place within the 

authority and influen£e of th~ court at Dem!: and 

ta his fdends:,. on vatiotl~ occafions, he is happy to 

ackrrowle'dge hig; grateful obHga:fi<ms. 

, , . 
. To Majof Charles Reynolds', fut"teY9f'-general 

of the Bombay efiablilliment, Mr. Johnfione of 
• 

Lucknow, ~1ajof Ki~kpat~ick, CoI.onel._.,Pal~ef, 

and Captain Salkeld, or the Ben'gal efiabliiliment, 

he begs leave to offer his hearty acknowledgements 

for the re~dinefs wIth which they f~~ ~~1l!.~~ 

a variety of interefting documents for the prefent 

work. 

Such are the mate~ials from which the Hiftory of . . 
,the Reign of Shah-Aulum has been compiled; 

~onfcious, that nc1rwithflanding the pains and care . 

which have been beftowed, on it to attain perfection, 

c 2 
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nU1ner9U~. errors and inaccuracies may have crept 

in, the author truth that the-authenticity Qfih_e mat~ . 
. ---

ter it cotttains, will,- in a great meafure, counter

balance its defeCls, and he therefore cheerfully 

delivers it to the public, with the diffidence natu .. · 

rally attendant on a firft attempt in this arduous . , . 
branch of literature. 

LONDON~ 

Bedford Street. Be4lord Sijuare, 

:March IS. 1798. 
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