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APPENDIX, L

Account of Modern DELuz *.

THE province of Delhi, agreeably to the defcription of native
geographers, is bounded on the eaft by Agrah, on the weft by La-
hore, fouth by Agimere, and *north by the Kummow Hills. Its
length, from the town of Pulwul, near Agrah, to the river Sutluz,
is 160 cofes; and its breadth, from the town of Rewari to the
'Kummow‘Hﬂls, '1s 140 cofes. It is divided into eight Circars, or
principal diftricts, namely, Shahjehanabad, (modern Delhi), Ser-
hind, Hiffar Feiroozeh, Sehaurunpore, Sumbul, Bedaoon, Nar-
noul. Thefe are again fubdivided ‘into 289 inferior diftri&s, yield-
ing, according to the imperial regifter, a revenue of feventy-four
crore fixty-three Jacks of Daums+, or one million eight hundred

and fifty thoufand pounds fterling.

In the year of the Hijerah 1041, (a. p. 1631-2), the Emperor
Shah_ Jehan founded the prefent city and palace of Shahjehanabad,
‘which he made his capital during the remainder of his reign. The

% The following account of the prefent ftate of Delhi is extradted from a journal
of obfervations made during an official tour through the Doo Ab and the adjacent dif-
tricts by the author, in company with Major Reynolds, of the Bombay eftablithment,,
appointed by the Bengal government to furvey that part of the country in 1793~4.

+ Perfian £\/IS. entitled Hudeeka Al Akauleem.
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new city of Shahjehanabad lies on the weftern bank of the Jumna,
in latitude 28. 36. north.  The city is about feven miles in circum-
ference, and is furrounded on three fides b.y a wall of brick and ftone;
a parapet runs along the whole, but there are no cannon planted on
the ramparts, 'The city has feven gates: viz. Labore gate, Delbi
gate, Ajimere gate, Turkoman gate, Moor gate, Cabul gate, Cq/bmere
gate; all of which are built of free flone, and havé handfome arched
entrances of {tone, where the guards of.the city keep watch. Near
the Ajimere gate is a Mudruffa, or college, erected by Gazooddeen
Cawn, nephew of -Nizam-ool-Mootuk ; it is built of red ftone, and
fituated in the center of a fpacious quadrangle, with a fountain lined
with ftone. At the upper end of the area is a handfome mofque,
built of red ftone, and inlaid with white marble. This college is
now uninhabited.

In the neighbourhood of the Cabul gate is a garden called Tees
Huzzari Baug, in which is the tomb of the Queen Malika Zemani,
wife of the Emperor Mahmud Shah ; a marble tablet placed at the
head of the grave is engraved with fome Perfian couplets, informing
us of the date of her death, which happened but five years fince,
A. Hijerah 1203. On arifing ground near this garden, from whence
there is a fine profpect of the city, are two broken columns o‘f brown
granite, eight feet high, and two and a half in breadth, on which
are infcriptions in antient chara&ers.

About one mile eaft of the city, is the tomb of the celebrated
Jehanarah Begum, eldeft daughter of the Emperor Shah Jehan *,

* Dow, paffim.
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no lefs famous for her wit, gallantry, and beauty, than for her filial
attachment in undergoing a voluntary confinement of ten years with
her father in the caftle of Agrah.

The tomb is of fine white marble, uncovered at the top, which
was formerly filled with earth and flowers. At the head of the
grave is a tablet of white marble, with an infcription in black cha-
racters ; the flab is decorated at its corners with cofnelians of dif-
ferent colours, -

Lo jlye OMignd omed 5oy olafyaty RLTS
s obaf 5 (sl gy 3a8

o (I sl upe (oolem ol S 0 1Y (i g0 i
In Englith thus:

‘¢ Let no one fcatter over my grave ought beﬁdes: earth and ver-
¢ dure, for fuch is beft befitting the fepulchre of one of an humble
“ mind.”

On the margin :

¢ The perifhable Fakeer, Jehanarai Begum, daughter’ to Shah
t* Jehan, and difciple of the faints of Cheefly, in the year of the
*¢ Hijerah 1094,

Within the city of new Delhi are the remains of many fplendid
palaces belonging to the great Omrahs of the empire. Among the
largeft are thofe of Cummer-o’deen Cawn, vizir to Mahmud Shah;

DD



202 APPENDIX, I.

Ali Merdan Khan, the Perfian; the Nabob Gazooddeen Cawn;
Sefd lfl‘ Jung’s ; the garden * of -Coodfeah Begum; mother to Mah.
mud’Shah ; the palace of Sadut Khan, and that of Sultaun Darah
Shekoah. All thefe palaces are furrounded by high walls, and take
Lp a confiderable fpace of ground. Their entrances are through
lofty arched gateways of brick and ftone, at the top of which are:
the gallerics for mufic ; before each is' a {fpacious court-yard for the
elephants, horfes, and attendants of the vifitors. Each palace has
likewife a Mabal, or feraglio, adjoining, which is feparated from
the great hall by a partition wall, and communicates by means of
private paffages. All of them had gardens, with capacious refer-
voirs of ftone, and fountnns in the center. An ample terrace ex-
tended round the whole of each partlculuar palace ; and within the
walls were houfes and apartments for fervants and followers of every
defcription, befides ftabling for horfes, elephants, and ev.cry thing
appertaining to a nobleman’s fuite. ~Each palace is likewife provided
with a handfome fet of baths, and a Teh Khana under ground.

'The baths of Sadut K‘flan are a fet of beautiful rooms, paved, and
lined with white marble; they confift of five diftinét apartments,
into which light is admitted by glazed windows at the top of the
domes. Sefdur Jung’s Teh Khana confifts of a fet of apartments
built in a light and delicate ftyle; one long room, in which is a mar-*
ble refervoir the whole ']ength, and a fmaller one raifed and balluf-
traded on each fide; both faced throughout with white marble, -

* Of this garden and palace a moft beautiful and accurate painting may be feen in
Daniell’s Views in Hindoftaun.
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Shahjehanabad is adorned with many fine mofques, feveral\of
which are flill in perfe& beauty and repair. 'The following are
moft worthy of defcription :

Firft, the fama Mugjid*, or great cathedral. This mofque is
fituated about a quarter of a mile from the royal palace; the founda-
tion of it was laid upon a rocky eminence named Jujula Pahar, and
has been fcarped on purpofe. The afcent to it is by a flight of
ftone fleps, thirty-five in number, through a handfome gateway of
red ftone. The doors of this gateWway are covered throughout with
plates of wrought brafs, which Mr. Bernier imagined to be copper.
The terrace on which the mofque is fituated, is a fquare of about
fourteen hundred yards of red ii}one; in the center is a fountain lined
with marble, for the purpofe of performing the neceffary ablutions
previous to prayer.

An arched colonade of ‘red ftone furrounds the whole of the ter-
race, which is adorned with octagon pavillions for fitting in. The
mofque is of an oblong form, two hundred and fixty-one feet in
length, furrounded at top by three magnificent domes of white mar-
ble interfected with black ftripes, and flanked by two Minarets of
black marble and red ftone alternately, rifing to the beight of an
hundred and thirty feet. Each of thefe Minarets has three pro-
jeQing galleries of white marble, having their fummits crowned
with light octagon pavillions of the fame.. The whole front of the
building is faced with large flabs of ‘beautiful white marble ; and

* Of this mofque likewife is to be feen a beautiful painting by the Daniells.

DD 2
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along the cornice are ten compartments, four feet long and two and
a half broad, which are inlaid with infcriptions in black marble in
the Ni/#ki charaer, and are faid to contain the greater part, if not
the whole, of the Koran.

The infide of the mofquc\ is paved throughout with large flabs of
white marble, decorated with a black border, and is wonderfully
beautiful and delicate; the flabs are about threg feet in length by one
and a half broad. The walls and roof are lined with plain white
marble ; and near the K74/a* is a*handfome T2a#, or niche, which
is adorned with a profufion of. freize work. Clofe to this is a
Mimber, or pulpit, of marble, which has an afcent of four fteps,
balluftraded.

The afcent to the Minarets is by a winding ftair-cafe of an hun-
dred and thirty fteps of red flone; and at the top the fpeator is
gratified by a noble view of the king’s palace, the Cuttub Minar,
the Hurran Minar, Humaioon’s maufoleum, the palace of Feroze
Shah, the fort of old Delhi, and the fort of Lom, on the oppofite
banks of the river ]umna

The domes are crowned with, cullifes of copper richly gilt, and
'prefent a glittering appearance from afar off. ‘This mofque was
begun by the emperor Shah Jehan in the fourth year of his reign,
and completed in the tenth., ‘The expences of its erection amounted

* Kibla literally implies a compafs, but here means a fmall hollow or excavation ins
the walls of Mahomedan anofques, fo fituated on the erection of the buildings, as al--
ways to look towards the eity of Mecca.
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to-ten Jacks. of ruixées 5 and; it s in every sefpect worthy of being
the great cathedral of the empire of Hindoftaun,

Not far from the palace is the mofque of Rothun Al Dowla,
rendered memorable to the Delhians for being the place: where Nadir
Shah beheld the maflacre of the unfortunate inhabitants. "The caufe
a{ﬁghed by hiftorians fqr this inhuman aé is, that a fedition broke
out in the géeai market place, in which two thoufand Perfians were
flain. Nadir, on hearing of the tumult, marched out of the fort
at night with a fmall fdrce to the Musjid of Rofhun Al Dowla,
where he was fired upon in the morning from a neighbouring terrace,
and an officer killed cloft by his fide, He inftantly ordered an in-
difcriminate flaughter of the inhabitants ; and his fquadrons of ca-
valry pouring through the fireets beforé the afternoon, put to death
an hundred thoufand perfons of all defcriptions.

N :

** The king of Perfia,” fays th‘e tranflator * of Ferifhta, * fat,
* during this dreadful fcene, in the Musjid of Rofthun Al Dowla:
* none but- flaves’ durft come near him, for his countenance was
¢ dark and terrible. Atlength, the unfortunate emperor -, attended
*“ by a number of his chief Omrahs, ventured to approach him with:
¢ downcaft eyes. The Omrahs, who preceded Mahmud, bowed
** down their foreheads to the ground. ' Nadir Shah fternly atked
“ them what they wanted ; they cried out with one voice, ¢ Spare
*¢ the city.” Mahmud faid not a word, but tears flowed faft from
* his eyes: the tyrant, for ance.touched with pity, fheathed his.

* Colonel Dow. . 4 Mahmud Shah..
2
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¢ fword, and faid, ** for the fake of the prince Mahmud I for-
Y give.:‘)‘

Since this drcadful maffacre, 'this quarter of Delhi has been but
very thinly inhabited. ' The mofque of Rothun Al Dowlah is fi-
tuated at the entrance of the Chandncy Choke, or market; it is of

the common fize, built of red ftone, and furmounted by three domes,
richly gilt.

Zeenut Al Muf3jid, or the ornament of mofques, is on the banks
of the Jumna, and was ereted by a daughter of Aurengzeeb, of
the name of Zeenut Al Niflah. It is of red ftone, with inlayings
of marble, and has a fpacious terrace in front, with a capacious re-
fervoir faced with marble. The princefs who built it, having de-
clined entering into the marriage ftate, laid out a large fum of money
in the above mofque, and on its completion, fhe built a fepulchre
of white marble, furrounded by a wall of the fame, in the weft
corner of the terrace. Here fhe was buried in the year of the Hi--
jerah 1122, correfponding to the year of Chrift, 1710. There
were formerly lands allotted for the fupport and repairs of this place,
amounting to a lack of rupees per annum,-but they have long fince
been confifcated, dgring the troubles this city has undergone. Ex-
clufive of the mofques afore mentioned, there are, in Shahjchanabad
and its environs, above fdrty others ; but as moft of them are of
inferior fize and beauty, and all of them of a fimilar fathion, it is
unneceflary to prefent any farther detail,

The modern city of Shahjehanabad is rebuilt, and contains many
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good houfes, chicfly of brick; the I}rccts are, in general, narrow,
as is ufual in moft of the large cities*in Afia; but there were for-
merly two very noble fireets, the firft leading from the palace gate,
through the city, to the Delhi gute, in a dire&ion north and fouth.
This ftreet was broad and fpacious, having handfome houfes on
cach fide of the way, and merchants’ fhops well furnithed with a
variety of the richeft articles. Shah Jehan caufed an aquedu& of
red ftone’ to be made, which conveyed the water the whole length
of. the ftreet, and from thence, by a refervoir under ground, into
the royal gardens.—Remains of this aqueduct are flill to be feen,
but it is-in moft parts choaked up with rubbith. The fecond grand.
ftreet entered in the fame manner, from the palace to the Lahore
gate, lying eaft and weft; it was equalf in all refpe@s to the former;
but in both of them the inhabitants have {poiled the beauty of their
appearanée, by running a line of houfes down the center, and, in
other places, acrofs the ftreet, fo that it is' with difficulty a perfon
can difcover, without narrowly infpecting, their former pofition.

The Bazars in Delhi are at prefent but indifferently furnithed, and
the population of late years miferably reduced. The Chandney
Choke is the beft fumithed in the city, though its commérce is
but trifling. Cotton cloths are ftill manufadured, and they export
indigo. Their imports are by the northern caravans, which gene- .
rally-come once a year; they bring with them from Cabu/ and Ca/h-
mere, thawls, fruits, and horfes ; the two former articles are procu-
rable in Delhi at a reafonable rate. 'There is alfo a manufatory at
Delhi for hooka bottoms. Precious ftones are alfo to be had in
the Bazars, and the black and red cornelians of the largeft and mofk
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beautiful fize. The adjoining country is well cultivated, and the
neighbourhood of the city produces corn, rice, mullet, and indigo.

.The city is divided into thirty-fix mohauls or diftriéts, each of
which is named either after the particular Omrah who refided there,
or from fome local circumf{tance relative to the place.

It appears that modern Delhi has been built principally upon two
rocky eminences, the one where the Jama Musjid is fituated, named
Fujula Pabar; and the other the quarter of the oil merchants, called
Bejula Pabar ; from both of thefe you have a commanding view of
the reft of the city. With refpect to the ruins of old Delhi, the ex-
tent cannmot, 1 fugpofe, be lefs than a circumference of twenty
miles, reckoning from the gardens of Shalimar, on the north weft,
to the Kuttub Minar, on the fouth eaft, and proceeding fro;n thence
along the center of the¢ old city, by way of the maufoleum of
Nizam Al Deen, the tomb of Humaioon, which adfoins, and the
old fort of Delhi on the Jumna, to the Agimere gate of Shajeha-
nabad. The envirohs to the north and weft are crowded with re-
mains of fpacious gardens and country houfes of the nobility, which
were formerly abundantly fupplied with water, by means of a noble
canal dug by Ali Merdan Khan, and which formerly entered from
above the city of Panniput, quite down to Drlhi, where it joined
thé Jumna, fértilizing in its courfe a tra& of more than ninety miles
in length, and beftowing comfort and affluence on thofe who lived
within its extent. ‘This canal, as it run through the fuburbs of
Mogul Parah, nearly three miles in length, was twenty-five feet
deep, and as much in breadth, cut from the quarry of folid ftone,
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from which moft of the neighbouring houfes have been likewifs
built. Overit, at different places, were built {mall bridges of ftone,
which communicated with the garden houfes of the nobility.

Ancient Delhi is faid, by hiftorians, to have been erected by
Rajah Delu, who reigned in Hindoftaun prior to the invafion of
Alexander the Great ; others affirm it to have been built by Rajzh
Pettouvar, who flourifhed at a much later period.—It is called in
Sanferit, Indraput, or the abode of Indri, one of the Hindu deities,
and it is thus diﬁinguifhcd in the royal diplomas of the chancery-
office. Whether the city be of the antiquity reported, it is difficult
to determine, but this much is certain, that the vaift quannty of
buildings, both ancient and modern, which are to be found within
the extent above mentiened, as well as their grandeur and ftyle of
archite¢ture, prove it to have bcén a rich, flourithing, and popu-
lous city.

I will only add a fhort account of the royal gardens of Shalimar;
thefe gardens, made by the emperdr Shab Fehan, were begun in
the fourth year of his reign, and finithed in the thirteenth, on which
occafion, according to Colonel Dow, the emperor gave a grand fef-
tival to his court. Thefe gardens were laid out with admirable tafte,
and coft the enormous fum of a million fterling ; their prefent ap-
pearance does not give caufe to fuppofe fuch an immenfe fum has
been laid out upon them, though great part of the moft valuable
and coftly materials have been cartied away. The entrance to them
is through a gateway of brick, and a capal, lined with ftone, having
walks on each fide, pav.cd with brick, leads up to the Dewaun

EE
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Khana, ot hall of audience, moft part of which is now fallenr
down; from hence, by the fide of a noble camal, having a fountain
in the center; you proceed to the apartments of the Haram, which
occupy a large extent of ground. In front is an Jvawn, or open
hall, with apartments adjoining, the interior of which are decorated
with a beautiful border of white and gold painting, upon a ground
of the fineft chunam. .

. On each fide of this Ivaun, enclofed by high walls, are the apart-
ments of ‘the Haram, fome of w;hich are built of red ftone, and
fome of brick, faced with the chunam afore mentioned, and orna.
ments, with paintings of flowers of various kinds. All the apart-
ments have winding paffages, which communicate with each other,
and the gardens adjoining by private doors. ‘The extent of Shalimar
does not appear to have been very large. I fuppofe the gardens al-
together are not above one mile in circumference: a high brick wall
runs around the whole, and the extremities are flanked with octagon
pavilions of red flone. 'The gardens ftill abound with trees of a
vety large fize, and very old. The profpect, fouth of Shalimar,
towards Delhi, as far as the eye can reach, is covered with the re-
mains of extenfive gardens, pavilions, mofques, and burial places.
The environs of this once magnificent and celebrated city, appear
wow nothing more than a fhapelefs heap of ruins, and the country
round about is equally defolate and forlorn.

A% The fpider bath woven bis web in the royal palace of the Cafurs,
* The owl fandeth centinel on the watch-tawers of Afrafiab I
2 Sapi.
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On the 11th of March, 1794, the author accompanied Majar
Reynolds, who was at Delhi, .on a deputation from the Bengal go-
vernment, to an audience of his majefty, Shah-Aulur.

After entering the palace, we were carried to the Dewaun Kbana,
or hall of audience for the nobility, in the middle of which was
a throne, raifed about a foot and a half from the ground. In the
«enter of this elevation was placed a chainof crimfon welvet, bound
with gold clafps, and .over the whale was thrown an embroidered
pcdvering of gold and filver thread. A handfome famisnab*, fup-
ported by four pillars, incrufted’ with filver, was plased over the
chair of ftate. ‘The king was at this tinge inthe Tufbeab Kbana,
or oratory, an apartment in which he generally fits. On paffing a
dkreen of Indian Con)wngt.r, wie proceeded to :the front .af the
Tufbeab Khana, and being arrived in the prefence of the king; each
of s made three .obeifances .in turn, by throwing down :the right
Jand pretty low, and afterwards raifing it to the forehead ; we then
went'up to the Mufnud, on which his majefty {at, and prefented
our Nuzzirs, or white handkerchiefs, sach-of our names being an-
nounced at the time we offered them. The king received the wl{ole,
and gave.the Nuzzirs to his fon, Mirza Akbar Shab, and two other
princes, who fat on his left hand. .We then retired with our faces
towards the prefence, made the fame obeifance as hefore, and re-
tumed a fecond time to the Mufnud. After.a {light converfation,
we were directed to go without the enclofure, 3nd put.on.the Khil-
luts which his majefty had ordered for us. ‘They confifted of light

Canopy.

EE 2
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Indian dreffes, a turbana‘]amah, and Cumberbund, made of cotton,
with fmall gold fprigs. On being cloathed in thefe dreffes, we once
more returned, -and after a few minutes ftay, previous to which,
Major Reynolds received a fword and a title from the king, we
were difmiffed, and fome fervants were ordered to attend us, while
viewing the palace. ‘

The palace of the royal family of Timoor. was ereted by the
Emperor Shah Jehan, at the time he built the new city, It is fi-
tuated on the weftern bank of the river Jumna, and is furrounded
on three fides by a wall of red i’conc I judge the circumference of
the whole to be about one mile.

'The two ftone figures, mentioned by Bernzer, at the entrance of
the palace, which reprefented the Rajah of Chittore, and his bro-
ther Potta, feated on two elephants of flone, are not now to bé
feen.~They were removed by order of Aurengezcbe, as favoring
too much of idolatry, and he enclofed the fpace on which they
ftood with a fkreen of red ftone, which has disfigured the entrance
t6 the palace.

The firft objed, after entering, that attralls attention, is the
Dewaun Aum, or public hall of audience, for all defcriptions of
people. It is fituated at the upper end of a fpacious fquare, and,
though at prefent much in decay, is a noble building. On each
fide of the Dewaun Aum, and all round the fquare, are apartments
of two flories in height, the walls and front of which, in the times
of the fplendour of the empire, were adorned with'a profufion of
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the richeft tapeftry, velvets and filks, the nobles vying with each

other, in rendering them the moft magnificent, efpecially on
feftivals and days of public rejoicings, which prefented a grand
fight. Thefe decdrations have, however, long fince been difcon-
tinued, and nothing but bare walls now remain,

From the Dewaun Aum we proceeded through another handfome
gateway to the Dewaun Khafs afore mentioned. This building
likewife is fituated at the upper end of a fpacious {quare, elevated
upon a terrace of marble about four. feet in height. The Dewaun
Khafs, in former times, was adorned with exceffive magniﬁcence 3
‘and though repeatedly fiript and plundered by fucceflive invaderss
ftill retains fufficient beauty to render it admired. I judge the build-
ing to be an hundred and fifty feet in length by for;y in breadth, The
roof is flat, {upported by numerous eolumns of fine white marble,
which have been richly ornamented with inlaid flower work of dif-
ferent coloured ftones : the cornices and borders have been decorated
with freize and {culptured work. 'The cicling was formerly in-
crufted with a rich foliage of filver throughout its whole extent,
which has been long fince taken away. The delicacy of the inlay-
ing in the compartments of the walls is much to be admired ; and
it is matter of bitter regret to fee the barbarous ravages that have
been made by picking out the different cornelians, and breaking the
marble by violence.. Around the exterior of the Dewaun Khafs, in

_the cornice, are the following lines, written in letters of gold upon
a ground of white marble: .

R | Uf»ﬁ) g’J}"-’ gm,b)i)fi
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“ If there be a paradife upon earth, this is dt—"ti§ this~~"tis this.”

The terrace of this building is compofed of large flabs of white
marble, and the building is crowned at top with four pavilions or
cupolas of the fame materials, The royal baths built by the em-
peror Shah Jehan are fituated a little to the northward of the Dewaun
Khafs, and confift of three very large rooms furmounted by domes
of white marble. ‘The infide of them, about two thirds of the
way ‘up, s lined with marble, bhaving beautiful borders of flowers,
worked cornelians, and wother ftdhes executed with much tafte.---
The fiears are paved throughout with :marble in large flabs ; there
arc fountains in the center, which have pafies to carry the water into
the different apartments: large refervoirs of marble, four feet in
depth, are plaéed in thewalls.  The light is admitted from the Toof
by windows of ftained .glafs ; and .capacious ftoves with«iron gra-‘
tings are placed underneath each feparate apartment. Adjoining

the baths is 2 wery fine .mofque made after the fafhion already
deferibed.

In the royal gardens is a very large octagon room, which facqs
the Jumna: it is called Shabh Burj, or the Royal Tower, and is
lined with marble. ‘Through the window.of this room; the' late
heir apparent, Prince Mirza Juwaun Bukht, made his efcape in
1784, when he fled to Lucknow. Great part of the palace has
<fuﬁ'e:;d,by_ the deftrudtive ravages of the late invaders. ‘Lhe Ro-
hillas, in particular, who were introduced by Gholaum Cadir Khan,

hZ}VC ftripped many of the rpoms of their marble ornaments and
pavements,
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Adjoining the palace is the fort of Selim Ghur; 1t communicates
by a bridge of ftone built over an arm of the river: it is now en-
tirely in ruins *.

* T'wo buildings, whichare equally worthy the infpe&tion of a traveller, have not been-
deferibed in the preceding account ; namely, the Gentur Muntur, or Obfervatory, built
by Rajah Jey Sing; and the Cuttub Minar, or the famoug column in the neighbourhood
of the city. Of both of thefe, the Meffrs. Daniells have brought to England moft*
beautiful and accurate paintings, and the latter has likewife been defcribed by Captain

Blunt, of the Bengal engincers, ane of the author’s companions in the jeurney before
mentioned.
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A Narrative of 'the Revolution at Rampore in 1704.

FIZOOLAH Khan, after the battle of Cutturah in 1774, retired
avith the remainder of the Rohillat to the Cummaoon Hills. The
events of the campaign under Colonel Champion, and the fubfe-

quent treaty of Loll Dong in the fame year, are in the hands of
-every one. =

By that treaty, Fizoolah Khan had a territory allotted* to him,
which was eftimated at the annual value of fourteen lacks of rupees*,
He chofe the city of Rampore as the place of his refidence, and

feduloufly employed himfelf to the improvement of his country, and
his fubjects’ welfare.

His virtuous efforts were crowned with deferved fuccefs; and,
after an uninterrupéed and profperous adminiftration of twenty years,
during which he nearly doubled the revenues of his country, he
. expired in Auguft 1:794. in full pofleflion of the efteem and love of
his {ubje@s, and in bigh repute with the native princes of India for
his benevolence, gencrofity, and good faith,

* About 150,000l fterling.
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. Fizoolah Khan left behind him a family of ten children ; feven
fons and three daughters. His eldeft fon, Mahomed Ali Khan,
fucceeded to his dominions, agreeably to the eftablithed rights of
primogeniture, and was acknowledged as chief by the Rohillatribe.

Mahomed Al is defcribed by his counfrymen as being grofs and
cruel ; and was, confequently, exceflively difliked by the body of -
the péople, who, from the chara@eriftic of their natural {pirit, re.
quire from their fuperiors a conciliating manner and kind treatment
as the price of obedience. On the other hand, the fecond fon (by°
the fame mother) named Gholaum Mahomeéd; who, though a young
man of violent and turbulent difpofition, was by his tribe generally’
beloved. He had been the favourite ‘of his father during’the latter
years of his life, and had conducted under him the moft important
bufinefs czf the ftate.

By his unremitted attention to the cultivation of the jaghire, he
had, in a particular manner, gained the efteem of the hufbandmen,
who in fact compofe the great body of the people; and the addition
of a handfome perfon, and an affe@ed fuavity of manners, with a
plaufible attention to his exterior demeanor, had riveted him in the

efteem and warmeft affeGion of the foldiers at large.

Spurred on thus by ambition, and having once tafted the intoxica-
ting cup of pleafure, he could ill brook a fudden defcent into infig-
nificance ; he fcarcely permitted the eyes of his aged father to be
clofed, when he entered into a cabal with fome of the leading and
moft turbulent of the Rohilla chiefs.

F-F.



218 APPENDIX, II. [a.D. 1794,

A confcioufnefs of his own natural fuperiority over his brother,
ftimulated him to com'mit a barbarous crime, at which human na-
ture revolts, and at'once to rend afunder the bonds of brotherhood
and loyalty. -

" Gholaum Mahomed having gained over to his interefts the prin-
cipal officers of the army, and, through them, fecured the attachment
of the troops, proceeded to execute the defign formed for the depo-
fition of his brother. Seventeen days after the death of Fizoolah
Khan, Gholaum Mahomed, attegded by a fclc&\party well armed,.
entered the Durbar of Mahomed Ali. A confidential fervant ap-
prifed the Nuwaub. of his brothes’s intended vifit; and at the fame
time cautioned him to be on his guard, as treachery was intended.

* It is impoflible my brother can entertain evil defigns againft
“ me: has he not taken the facred Koran ?” was the anfwer of the
infatuated. prince. He was toa foon convinced of his errror..

On, entering the apartment, Gholaum Mahomed, as had been
agrcc& upon. by the confpirators, bore himfelf with defigned haugh-
tinefs and difrefpect towards his brother.. This, as was forefcen:
and defired, inflamed Mahomed Ali, and excited the irafcibility of
his.temper. He broke forth into the grofleft abufe, and,. in his un>
governable rage, was fo rath as to draw bis fabre.

Gholaum Makomed now gave the fignal of attack, and his bro~
ther was inflantly furrounded by the whole body of confpirators,,
who, after a refolute and defperate refiftance, cut him down. He

4
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was then confined, and fent to the houfe of the late Fizoolah Khan,
where he was reccived by the women of the family, whao having
dreffed his wounds, endeavoured to alleviate his grief and reconcile
him to his fate,

The ufurper was acknowledged by the army and people at Ram-
pore with loud acclamations. Shortly after this event, it was
underftood by letters which arrived from Lucknow, that the enlarge-
ment of the depofed Nuwaub, and his being permitted to refide at
Lucknow, would be acceptable to the vizir *,

A ¢touncil, confifting of Gholaum Mahomed and his principal
leaders, was.held on the occafion, and they were requefted to give
their refpetive opinions on the fubject before them.

It has‘ been affirmed, but not corroborated by any teftimony that
has come within our knowledge, that the ufurper himfelf appeared
inclined to a merciful determination, and would have liberated his
brother. This, however, was violently’ oppofed by fome of the
leaders, and particulurly by Nutchoo Khan and Omar Khan, two of
the moft ferocious and fanguinary of the Rohilla tribe: they-des
clared, as a reafon for their diflike to Mahomed Ali’s enlargement,
that, fhould he once quit the jaghire and be allowed to join the Britith

* It is neceffary here to temark, that the above circumftance was communicated to
the author by a confidential fervant of the late Fizoolah Khan, who is now Ii‘_ring at
Rampore. At the fame time impartiality demands us to flate, that the credibility of

the circumftance refts folely on the teftimony of this man, (it being denfed by the' people
of Oude } l

¥FP 3
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army, there could be no doubt but all thofe concerned in the late
revolution, together with their wives and families, would, in the
event of a defeat, be expofed to the moft fevere refentment ; even,
faid Omar Khan, *¢ to their grinding of rice for the infidels *.”

Thefe arguments decided the queftion; and it was unanimoufly
refolved to put the unhappy prince to death. But the carrying this
fanguinary refolve into effet was a matter of no fmall difficulty, and
required a difplay of confiderable art and perfidy.

Mahomed Ali, as we have feen, was within the walls of the
Haram, a fanQuary which, in Hindoftaun, it is confidered in the
higheft degree difhonourable to violate or pollute. Gholaum Ma-
homed, therefore, proceeded in a_ manner equally fubtle, as refinedly
cruel.  He fent for a perfon then at Rampore, by name Shah Huffun,
a Syud-t, and a man refpected by all for his fantity, his age, and
exemplary manners. In the prefence of this man, the ufurper fwore
upon the Koran, that if his ill-fated brother would voluntarily quit
his afylum, not a hair of his head fhould fuftain injury : he con-
cluded, by requefting of the Syud to’ prevail upon his brother ta

come forth.

Satisfied with an affurance fo folemn, the holy man repaircd'to the
palace of Fizoolah Khan; and there having repeated what he had
heard from the ufurper, Mahomed Ali was perfuaded to yield his

* Which, in Afia, is confidered an office of the moft menial nature.

1 Defcendant of the Prophet.
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affent. He accordingly quitted his afylum, and was forthwith con-
‘du&ed to a fmall fort about a mile diftant from the city.

' Having thus obtained poffeflion of his brother’s perfon, Gholaum
Mahomed next deliberated on the fureft mode of depriving him of
his life, without himfelf incurring the guilt of fratricide. Omar
Khan, whom we have before mentioned as the moft ﬁvagé of his
advifers, propofed the deteftable method of poifoning his victuals ;
and to this, however incredible it may appear, the inhuman brother
éave his confent. The perfon® who had charge of the prifoner
were directed to carry this refolution into effe@. But information
of the defign having been previoufly communicated to Mahomed
Ali, he refufed to eat. For three days and as many nights did the
unhappy prince remain without fuftenance, and in a ftate of torpid
infenfibility. ‘The fourth day, nature <being exhaufted, and roufed
by the calls of hunger, the Nuwaub prevailed upon the humanity of
a water-carrier who attended him to afford him a-fmall portion of
flour: of this, which he prepared with his own hands by mixing
it with water, he ate_a morfal; but his ftomach, weakened by fo '
long fafting, almoft immediately on {wallowing, rejected the food.

Meanwhile the barbgrian, finding his intentions fruftrated, and
impatient of the delay, refolved to complete his bloody purpofe by
the daggers of affaffination. Four awretches, Munfa, Syud Khan,
Toolloo, and another, were feleted for the perpetration of this
horrid deed.

Notwithftanding the fecrecy with which the order was given, of
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this, likewife, Mahomed Ali received information, and perceiving
that his fate was approaching, he'fent an affetionate meffage to his
Begam and family, and as a 'final effort to avert his brother’s ven-
gea;lce, he, for the fake of his family, acquainted the Syud, whom
we have before noticed, of theaultimate refplution of his unrelenting
brother. '

The Syud, equally aftonifhed as indignant, at the bafe condu
of the ufurper, and commifferating the fate of his lawful prince,
repaired to the Durbar of Gholaurh Mahomed ; he there publicly
charged him with a breach of faith, and a contempt for the precepts
of religion. - The hypocrite, in reply, gave the moft folemn affii-
rances of the fafety of Mahomed Ali, whofe life, he added, ** was
dearer to him than his own.” But the heart of this ruffian was not
to be foftened ; neither the recollection of their early years,enor the
clofer ties of fraternal affection, fince arrived at manhood, could
incline to pity or remorfe,” and to add to the guilt of affaflination,
he defcended to the meaneft and vileft fubterfuge. In order that it
might appear an a& of fuicide on the part of the miferable brother,
orders were given to the affaffins to contrive the murder to that effec.
Accordingly, entering the chamber of the fleeping prince at mid-
night, they put an end to his exiftence by a piftol fhot, and feveral
ftabs of a dagger, When the deed was done, they removed the
body to a fmall diftance from where it lay, and after placin/g the
weapon in the breift of the deceafed, they departed.

Next morning intelligence of the deceafe of Mahomed Ali was
conveyed to his brother, while fitting in the Durbar, The ufurper,
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affecting the utmoft furprife and aftonithment, burft into tears, and
lamented, in the moft poignant terms, the unhappy rathnefs of his
brother, in committing fo defperate-an a&. ‘To complete the in-
famy of this diabolical tranfaction, he directed the remains of his
brother to be folemnly interred, and diftributed a confiderable fum
of money in charity, to pray for the repofe of the foul of the de-
ceafed. - : '

In this manner, polluted with a ‘brother’s blood, did" Gholaum
Mahomed afcend the Mufnud ,of Rampore. The neceffary fteps
weré now to be taken to fecure the eftablifhment of the ufurper.

As a prelude, letters were difpatched to the vizir, in which Gho-
Taum Mahomed endeavoured to excufe the atrocity of his condu& ;
he oﬁ'crsd, moreover, to his excellency, in alleviation of his guilt,
a Nazzeranah* and Paifhcuth ; and with p'rofeﬁions of the higheft
attachment and refpect for the Nuwaub as his fovereign and lord
paramount, he concluded with requefting a continuation of the Jag-
hire in his own perfon.

It may here be remarked, that this valuable Jaghire had only Beens
granted for life to its late pofieffor, and confequently, at his demife,
it reverted to the Vizir, as lord paramount of Rohilcund+. It is
true that fome yez{zs fince, it had been };ropofed by the vizir him-

* Nazzeranahy a prefent which ig ufually fent by tributary princes in ?Iindoﬁanm,.
en their acceflion, to their fovercign or lord paramount.

t Vide report of the fele committee for India affairs.~Major Palmer’s embafly
to Rampore.. »
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felf, through the mediation of the fupreme government at Calcutta,
to Fizoolah Khan, to change the tenure of the Jaghire, which was
only for life, into an A/rum Gheh, which, by the ufages of Hin-
doftaun, defcends in perpetuity to fucceflors. A confideration of
ﬁfrcen lacks of rupees was then deemed a fufficient compcnfmon
By fome means or other the offer was rejected on the part of Fi-
zoolah Khan, and, confequently at his demife, the right of rcfump-
tion of the jaghire was evident and undeniable.

The vizir, who from his carligft youth had been immerfed in
pleafure, would now gladly have feized the favourable opportunity
thus afforded him, of confifcating this valuable jaghire, which
would fupply him with frefh means of gratifying-his extravagance.

His fluctuating mind, however, unaccuftomed to buﬁnefa, or de-
cifive exertion, hefitated, and with the imbecility and little craft in-

herent to Afiatic policy, he had recourfe to temporizing meafures.

The views of his minifter, Rajah Ticket Roy, a man timid,
irrefolute, and deftitute of every qualification above that of a mere
accomptant, were eafily led to encourage the weaknefs of his mafter.
This minifter forefaw and dreaded the difficulties in which he muft
unavoidably be involved, fhould vigofous meafures be purfued.

An empty treafury, a déranged fyftem of finance, a weak go-
vernment, deeply anticipated revenue, and an impoverithed country,
afforded but flender means for fupplying, not only the neceﬁ'arj' ex-
pences of the war, but alfo to provide for the parade and extrava-
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gance of his fovereign, whofe childifhly expenfive tumn he knew
would not fail of difplaying its pomp on this occafion. He viewed
with affright the embarraflments that threatened him, and hoped,-
by accommodation, to efcape the impending difficulties, and, at
the fame time, by a large mulct, to raife a temporary relief to the

exigences of the ftate,

The vizir and ‘his minifters, although from different motives,
were united in a defire to accommddate, tempted by the magnitude
of the fum* now offered, as Nuzzeranah, by Gholaum Mahomed.
But, however ftrong the neceflity of the one, or the extravagance
of the other, yet neither would venture on a decifive ftep in an af-
fair fo important, without confulting their allies, the Englith, who
were guarantees to the Jaghifc Dar by the treaty of Loll Dong.

‘Accordingly, the vizir communicated the circumftances of the
event to the Britith refident at Lucknow, who conveyed the inti-
mation to the fupreme board in Calcutta; at the fame time, his
excellency declared his intention to abide by the advice of that go-

vernment.

It was fuppofed by many, that the Britith government would
take no part in the bufinefs, and had they been defirous of avoiding
trouble, there exifted a plaufible pretext for permitting the vizir to
follow his own inclinations,

It was, however, juftly confidered, that were the Englith, under’

* Twenty-two Yacks of rupees.
G o
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the circumftances of their known and intimate connection with the
vizir, to overlook this foul murder, and fuffer fo heinous a crime
to go unpunifhed, it would be a conduct utterly unworthy and dif-
. honourable, and would not fail to derogate from the national cha-
raéter, in the eyes of the princes'of Hindoftaun,

AQuated by fo generous a principle, the Britith government came
to the determination to difpoffefs and punifh the rebel, and in pur-
{uance of this refolution, the two brigades which are fationed in
QOude, by treaty, were ordered \o take the field. Sir Robert
Abercrombie, the commander in [chief, being at that time on a
tour to in{pe the troops at the lapper ftations of the army, was
requefted to undertake the expedition, apd for that purpofe, was in«
vefted with the moft ample authority, and aflifted by the co-opera-

tion of the refident at Lucknow.

Preparatory to the commencement of the campaign, the coma
mander in chief was inflruéed to arrange and concert meafures with
the vizir, for the future govémment of the jaghire, Sir Robert
Abercrombie accordinglj had a meeting with his highnefs at Dala+
mow, on the banks of the Ganges. He there explained to the vizir,
in the fulleft and moft diftin& manner, - that the Englith were deger-
mined to remove the murderer, Gholaum Mahomed, for ever, from:
any fhare in the government of Rampore, and that whatever part;
of the jaghire it migﬁt hereafter be deemed proper. to beflow ion:
the Robhillas, it muft be conferred upon the 7nfant fon of the de-
ceafed Jaghire Dar.
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'The vizir, \it is faid, was not lefs hurt at the dictatorial ffrain of
this communication, than diffatisfied with its tenor (fo averfe to hig
own withes) or the withes of his minifter, They looked to im-
mediate advantage, and eager to feize the golden prize, and both
being devoid of every idea of national charaer, laughcd to {corn
the infatuation and folly of expending blood and treafure, for what,
in thicir own fingular phrafeology, they deemed ‘¢ A Name,”

The Nuwaub, exhibiting fymptoms of difaffection, was finally
given to underftand, that withoyt he explicitly acquiefced in the
above points, that the Dritifh government would take no part in the

bufinefs.

Immediate compliance. enfued, and Sir Robert Abercrombie pro-~
ceeded, with all expedition, to Cawnpore, and from that place to
Futty Ghur, where he arrived, and affumed the command of the
army on the 7tf1 of O&ober, 1794; the troops began to crofs the
Ganges at Futty Ghur, and the Cawnpore brigade having joined,
the army was formed a few days aftér on the banks of the Gamberah

river.

Meanwhile the vizir had been colle&ing his army, which con-
fifted of a numercus and undifciplined rabble of infantry, and about
2000 horfe ;, and, for the fake of an oftentdtious difplay of pomp,
200 pieces of -cannon, fome of'them of very large dlmenf ions,

were diagged along \Mth the multlfude

- His hlghnefs quitted Lucknow on the 13th of October, and,
GG 2
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though by eafy marches, he might e'aﬁlykhave come up with the
Britifh general and joined forces, he, oil the contrary, appeared
defirous to remain in the rear, and, noththﬁandmo the prefling and
urgent folicitations ‘of the Englith refident, and General Martin,
who attended his camp, he could not be petfuadcd to advance,

Being fc;licited to fend on, \at leaft, a body of cavalry, he declincd
the propofal, and it was not until the day after the action, that any
of the vizir’s army joined the ‘Britith, Our parration muft now
lead us to the fituation of the Englith army, in which nothing ma-
terial occurred until the 24th inftanz, when it encamped on the banks
of the Sunkrah, a fmall river, about five miles in advance of Be-
reiily, upon the high road to Rampore.

In the evening of that day an officer was ordered out with a
party of troopers to patrole three or four miles in front, and report
any occurrence to the general. That officer reported that 1500 of
the enemy’s horfe were advanced as far as Millik, a village about
fifteen miles from the Britith encampment, and that {fome horfemen,
about noon, had been feen examining the paffage of the Doo 70) -ab,
a fmall river in front, and within the vizir’s territories.

On the 25th, the Englifh preferved the fame pofition, their front,
to the Rampore road, and the Sunkra river, covering their rear,
and, bya winding dire@tion, protecting alfo the right flank, fo that
it could only be attacked, either on the left or in front, and in either
cafe to the difadvantage of the opponents.
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About two o’clock, P. M. of this day, the commander 1n chief
was aftonifhed at the intelligence that the Rohillas, in full force,
were croffing the Doo Jorah, accompanied by the cavalry of the
Iine. The general advanced to a {mall eminence in front, to ob-
ferve the motions of the enemy. A meflage from Gholaum Ma.
homed was, at this time, brought with aletter to the general, which
Sir Robert would not receive, but defired the méﬂ%nger might be
directed to return, and acquaint his mafter, that the Britith com-
mander would hold no communication with him, until he retired
within the Rampore boundary, and totally evacuated the territories
of the vizir, the invafion of which was highly improper, and ad-
ded much to the atrocity of his crime. That the Rohillas would
be allowed until the evening of the next day to withdraw their
troops, which, if they did not, the Englith would confider and
treat them as enemies. \

To this no anfwer was returned, but on the 26th of Oc&ober the
enemy appeared in a menacing and hoftile manner, {preading over
the plain in irregular and confufed, though numerous, columns.

The general who had been to reconnoitre, returned to camp, and
left one of his aids de camp to give timely notice of the enemy’s
motions. The enemy continuing to advance, and form, in an
irregular manner,. the Britifh troops were immediately ordered to

prepare for action,

The firft brigade, confifting of the 13th native battalion, the 2d
European regiment, and the 18th native, with the two regiments
t ’ ’ )

1
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of" cavalry, forméd the reZkrVe, and compofed the right ng of the
army. The 3d brmade, C ﬁﬁmg of four native battahons formied
the left wmg, and the 2d brx rade, of equal firength, “compofed the
center, To edch battahon in the‘ line were attached two guns, and
the grand park of artillery \’V‘gls pofted, in the interval, between the
center divifion and the left wing. Frem an eminence in front,
whith the enemy were unaccount'xbly permxtted to occupy, they foon
commench an harmlefs cannonade ; their guns bel g greatly clevated,
the thot paffed over the Britith line. About ten,\A. M. the line
being -regularly formed, two guns, *the fignal to advince, twere fired
in the center. The Englith troop§ began to advance,| and continued
to prefs forward with greét ardour, untl Jthey met th
came on with unexampled refolutxon and determmed)' ferocity, upoii
the points of their bayonets, fword in hand. T he' Britith artillery
and mufketry did great execution ; but could not entirely check the
firft onfet. The moft defperate effort of the Rohillas was made on
the right of the referve, where Colonel Burrington éommanded , and
fell. 'The cavalty who were on the right -flank, commanded by
Cap{ain Ramfay, when the enemy had advanced to about eighty
paces; fuddenly wheeled to the left, by order of their commanding
officer, who led theém into the rear of the referve. 'The fuddennefs
of this unexpetted and difgraceful movement, and the charge which "
the enemy were thercby infpired to make oni the rear, threw the ca-
valry into confuﬁon, and left the gallant 1 3th battalion entirely ex-
pofed : this the enemy percelvmg, threw themfelves with the utmott
violence upon the ﬂanL of that corps, and many of them having
turned Jts rear. thc whole rxght wing of thc battalion were cut to
pitces. Cap‘ram Macleod the commandaut a gallant and experi-
4

enemy, who
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enced officer, together with four of his fubalterns, fell'; this corps
preffed upon the European regiment, which being alfo brifkly at-
tacked, were thrown into a like confufion. The Eurqpeans, in
turn, crowded upon the 18th battalion, and, notwithﬂanding the
fteadinefs and exertion of that corps, animated by the prefence of
their gallant leader, Major Boltan, much deftruétion was committed
in a few minutes, The bady of the enemy.that made this im-
preflion an the referve, had fuffered much themfelves, but in the
tumult, had pafled through the intervals occafioned by the diforder,
and were in the rear of the European regiment, when a part of the
cavalry, which had, by the greateft exertions of the fubaltern offi-
cers, been rallied, returned back to the attack, dnd' prevented further
mifchief. The other divifions of the lipe having maintained an
.undaunted face throughout the whole of the battle,reﬁﬁance‘ on
the })art of the Rohillas, at length, entirely ceafed, and after a clofe
action of an hour and forty minutes, fcarce a man of the enemy

was to be feen.

The Bririth line halted a few minutes on the ficld of battle to let
t‘he troops breathe, after which, they purfued the enemy to the Doo:
Jorah river, on the oppofite banks of which their camp was ftill
ftanding ; this was plundered by the v121rs horfemen, wha, ac-
cording to cuftom, had come up after the adtion, and whilft the
Englith line was halted, to mark out their encampmetit, thefe bar-
ditti reaped the reward due to the valonr of their allies.

The Rohilla forCe, from the moft authentie accounts, conﬁﬁcd
of 30,000 mfantry, and about 4000 horfe; they had n:arly 2000
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men kilf /ed and as many ‘wounded ; whilft the Britith had to regret
a dear&‘ought victory, in thelofs of 600 men and fourteen officers *,
men of tried reputation in their profcﬁion, and who had fought

under th? banners of Coote and Cornwallis.

" 27th, the army halted to mter the dead, and take care of
the wou: ded, who were fent back to Bereilly the fame day, where
an hofp1ta1 was formed for their reception. On the 29th, the army
reached and took pofleflion of the city of Rampore, the capital of
the Rohilla jaghire, and excepting the widow and family of Ma-
homed Ali, fcarce a Rohillah remained in the place, the whole hav-
ing evacuated the town the day fucceeding the battle.

The Britith general then deemed it -eligible to give up the town
to the management of the vizir, whofe people accordingly took
jpofleflion,

Intclligence of the’ retreat of the Rohillas into the Almora hills,
which extend along the eaftern boundary of Rohilcund, having been
received, thc; Britith army advanced by eafy marches, and on the sth
of November, encamped at the village of Puttah, at the foot of the

* Names of the officers killed in the action of the 26th OQtober, 1794.—Infantry :
Colonel Burrington, Major Bolton, Captain Macleod, Captain Mawbey. Lieutenants :
W. Odell, W. Hinck(man, John Plumer, Jofeph Richardfon, T. Cammings, Z.
Birch. Weunded: Major R. Bruce, T. Edwards. Lieutenants: R. Adams, Lewis
Thomas, T. Robertfon, J. P. Pigot, cavalry. Artillery: Killed; Captain Mordaunt,
Lieutenants :"E. Baker, J. Tilfer. Founded: (fince dead) Captain Wells, brigade
major. It may be interefting to the friends of thefe gallant officers, to learn that the
Britith government have dire@ed a monument to be ere&ted over their remains, on the
fpot where they fell. )



APPENDIX, II. 433

before-mentioned hills. The fame day, Syud Khan, a confidential
perfon, was difpatched by Gholaum Mahoried into the Englith
camp, with propofals on the part of his mafter, that he (Gholaum
Mahomed) would deliver himfelf up to' the Englifh, with the pro-
vifion of perfonal fafety to himfelf, and an affurance from the Bri-
tith general, that the honour of his family thould be preferved in-
violate. The Englifh commander readily acquiefced in the propofal,
and about one o’clock next day, the Rohilla .chief was met at a
thort diftance from the Britith, camp, by the refident at Lucknow,
and by him conducted to the general’s tent. He was accompanied
by his younger brother, a youth of 17 years of age, and two of
his firdars, Syud Khan and Omar Khan, the latter of whom was
an old foldier, who had fhared the fortunes of the late Fizoolah
Khan, at Loll Dong, and ferved him. from that period until his
death,

Gholaum Mahomed' having thus furrendered his perfon, it was
reafonably fuppofed that matters would fpeedily be brought to a con-
clufion; it {oon, h‘owevér, rappeared, that that chief had, by the
natural craft and corrupt tum of 'his own difpofition, been led to
hope that bribes, and the all-powerful influence of gold, would ftill
fecure him poffeffion of the jaghire. The treafures of his late fa-
ther, amounting to an immenfe fum, which had been amaffed by a
feries of the moft prudent induftry and rigid economy, were in his
hands, :jlnd,"tliough regardlefs of either honour or honefty, he had
obfervation fufficient to hope that his treafures would not only gild
his crimes, but’ mollify his énémies, and prove perfuafive advocates
in his favour 5 in this; however, he failed ; and tvh'ough he pofitively

HH
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offered the immenfe fum of a lack of gold mohurs to the refident,
another to the general,’ and a third to the company, if he could be
retained in the Neabot or deputyfhip of ¢he jaghire, he was given
to underftand by Mr, Cherry, that he muft for cver abandon every
hope of that nature, and that neither the jaghire, nor even permifiion
to refide within its precinéts, would ever be granted him. After
this ineffeGual ftruggle, fome days paffed without any thing being
determined, and Gholaum Mahomed, either affe@ed, or really not
pofleffing any influence aver his obftinate countrymen, ftill kept aloof
from decifion, which the general perceiving, afd that by patience
and forbeararice matters were only more procraftinated, it was deter-
mined to confidex the Rohilla chief entirely out of the queftion, and
the plan of a feparate negotiation with thg chiefs in the Rohilla
camp was adopted. A -general pardon was offered to thofe mif-
guided men and their adherents, on their fubmiffion to the vizir.
Thdir troops had permiffion to depart to their refpective homes, and
a jaghire of ten lacks of mpees, ekchuding the town éf Rampote,
was offered to Ahurbud. Al Khan, the infant fon of the rmurdered
Nuywaub; thefe terms, however reafonable and. confonant to the li-
bera} policy which actiated Sir Robert Abercrombie throughout the
whele of thefe tranfa@ions, were, neverthelefs, rejected, and many
evafions. and extiavagant demlands were made on the part of the
cpery. -

On the 12th. of Noyembey, however, Gholaum Mahomed, ap-
prehenfive that the other chiefs weould now make terms. for them-
felves, or probably(as appeared juftified by the conclufion) aGuated.

'3
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by more deceptious \t{:otivés, agreed ta fend kfteﬁ{\td the Rohilla
camp, with pofitive orders to his firdarg to fend out his family and
treafures. Syud Khan was intrufted with the miffion, and he being
detained by the Rohillas, and no anfwer returned, Omar Khan,
with pretended anxiety to effect an accomtnhadation, propofed to
vifit the camp, and doubted not of. his prevailing over his couhtry-
men to accede to terms.

Ta this Sir Robert Abercrombie, aGuated by the humane defire
of terminating the war without 4 farther effufion of blood, yielded
his affent: Omar Khan went, but neveér recu‘m‘ed..

It was now dircovcrcd, from variout chanhels, that Gholaum-
Mahomed,himfelf', notwithftanding his pxof'ciﬁon? of ebedience,
was the fle caufe of the obftinate «delay of his countrymen, with
whom he had kept up # fecret correfponderice;. and urged the chiefs,
who were his creatures, not to accept of any terms in which his
reftoration to the jaghire was not a primary article ; and he affured’
them,. that being refolute.and unanimous in this point, ‘they would
infure fuccefs.

It was therefore determined to bring matters, at once, to an iffue.
In the evening of the 3d of December, an infolent an.d contemptuous
letter arrived in the Englifh camp ; in that letter, after repeating a
ferics of extravagant demands, they concluded with thefe remark-
able words, * If, after this reprefentation, our requefts be denied,
it will be confpicuous throughout the empire of Hindoftaun, that

HH2 -
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in the days of Ufuf Al Dowlah, affifted by thF Englith Company,
the Rohilla nation was extirpated.”

“The drift. of thisllctter was eafily feen through, :;md at 12 o’clock
on the fame night, Gholaum Mahomed was fent off under charge
pf a regiment of cavalry, who were ordered to efcort him to Takoor
Duwarah, a place about twenty miles diftance from the'camp : he
was then delivered over to Colonel Baillie, of the 1ft native bat-
talion, who h‘adAbecn advanced to ,}eceive him, fhould this meafure
be deemed neceflary ; that officerecarried him on twenty miles far-
ther, fo that by ten o’clock next day he was forty miles diftant from
his friends. ‘The next morning, after fending in a proclamation to
the Rohillas, which was declared to be final, offering pardon, if they
would fubmit, and notifying the vizir’s intention to beftow a jaghire
upon the infant fon of the deceafed Nuwaub; but in the, event of
farther refiftance, they muft expec -to meet with exemplary pu-
nifhment. '

The Britifh army then moved down to within a mile of the Ro-
hilla intrenchments, and the outpofts of both armies .exchanged a.
few fhots, but without any mifchief to either party.

The good effects of this. proclamation were' foon apparent: con-
vinced that by the departure of their chief, all hope of his reftora-

tion was at an end, and that the Englith were determined to a¢ with.

vigor, tl}e Rohillas, at length, began: to treat with fincerity. A

ceffation of arms took place on.the sth; but there being fuch a va-.

riety of clathing interefts to reconcile and to fettle, and arsange the

-
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{election of the new jaghire, it was not until the 7th inftant the pre-
liminary articles were figned*. On the gth, the treafures of the late

* Tranflation of the preliminary engagement between the Nuwaub Vizir Ul Mu-
malick Afof Jah Afof Ul Dowla Yehihch Khan Buhadre Huzzubber Jung, the Englith
Company, and the Rchilla tribe. ,

ArticLe I. When this preliminary engagement fhall be executed, hoftilities thall
ceafe between the Nuwaub Vizir Ul Mumalick Afof Jah Buhadre and his allies, and
the Rohilla army. ‘ '

Arr. II. The Nuwaub Vizir Ul Mumalick Afof Jah Buhadre agrees that he has
pardoned the family of the Nuwaub Fizoolgh Khan, deéea{fcd, and their adherents,. the
faults which they have committed.

ARrT. III. The Rohilla army agree that they will give over, in depofit, to the
Company,’ whatever may remain of the treafure of Fizoolah Khan, deceafed.—That
Gholaum Mahomed Khan has delivered an account of. the treafure which was left by
the Nuwaub Fizoolah Khan at his death, to the period that he had charge of it.
From that treafure the fum of 14,000 gold mohurs has been expended fince Gholaum
Mahomed Khan left the Rohilla camp, this being deduéted,. the balance. is the fum
demanded.. - . . e

Arr.1V. The Nuwaub Vizir Ul Mumalick Afof- Jah Buhadre agrecs, that he

will beftow on Ahomed Alty Khan, the grandfon.of the Nuwaub Fizoolah Khan, de--
ceafed, mohuls in jaghire at the annual Jumma of ‘ten lacks of rupees, and that the
town of Rampore fhall bea part of the faid jaghire ; and:as Ahomed Ally Khan is a
minor, therefore Nuffur Ulli Khan Buhadre, fon of. Abdoola Khan, deceafed, fhall:
be nominated the guardian of Ahmed Ally Khan, and the manager of the faid jaghire,
until Ahomed Ally Khan fhall arrive at the age of twenty one years:
" Art. V. When the Rohilla army (hall have given-over the treafure, as i§ exprefiud
in the third.article, the armies of the Nuwaub- Vizir Ul Mumalick Afof Jah Bubadfe,
and of the Englith Company, thall march.from hence, and the Robilla army thatl dif-
perfe, and go wherever they think proper. Done at Putta Ghaut in the Eoglith camp,
this 5th Jemmaud Ul Owul, 1209 Hijerah, December 7, 1794.

The feal of the Nuwaub Vizir The feal of Mr. Geo, Fre- The feal of Nuffue-Ulli’
Ul Mumalick Afof Ul Dowla derick Cherry on the part of - - Khan,
Afof Jah Yehiheh Khan Bobadre.  the Englith Company as guas (LS)
Huzzubber Jung, " rantee to the above articles,
LS (1s)
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Fizoolah Khan, amounting to three lacks and 80,000 gold mohurs,
were delivered up to the Britifh general ; and on the following day,
the armies commenced their march on their return.  When the army
arrived at Bereilly, it was announced, in orders, that his highnefs,
the vizir, intended to prefent the troops with a donation of eleven
lacks of rupess, part of the treafurg which bad been fent into the
Englith camp, and was delivered over to. the vizir; this was imme-
diately done, by paying it into the hands of the refident at Lucknow,
and the remainder the vizir carried to Lucknow.

Thus terminated a sevolution, which, though at the firft appear-
ance exhibited but.a flight {peck in the political horizon -of Hin-
doftaun, had, neverthelefs, by a variety of circumftancés and inci-
dental caufes during its progrefs, threatened to prove fatal to the
interefts of Great Britain, or, at leaft, of giving a fevere check to
their authority. To hazard conjeGture on an object of fo great
importance, may furely'be deemed excufeable, and if it thould ferve
to ftimulate eXertion, and animate the condut of a wife and well-
ordered government, to the prefervation and permanency of the va-
luable pofleflions of Great Britain in the eaft, the obfervation will
not have been made in vain. Of the prefent jaghire, as fettled by
the late treaty, it-yet remaijns to fpeak ; it is fituated in the fineft
part'of Rohilcund, and the jaghire is bounded on the north by the
town of Akberbad, on the fouth by Millik, on the eaft by Rooder-
pore, at the foot of the‘Almora hills, and on the weft by the village
of Safeny ; it is in length about feventy miles, and thinty-fix in
brgadtﬁ; the circumference of the jaghire is 2§x miles, and contains

about 500 populous villages ; the foil, in common with the reft of
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Rohilcund, is a black rich loam, interfperfed in fome plates with
red earth; the moft fruitful. parts are the center and fouth-weft
boundary. The face ‘of the country throughout prefents 4 delightful
view of large groves of mangoe trees, agreeably diverfified with
gentle declivities and'afcents alternately. This valuable jaghire is
watered by feveral rivers, befides finaller ftreams, which contribute
to fertilize and embellith it. Among the principal are the Ram.
gongd and Caffillah, which have been deferibed in the former part
of this work. '

'The jaghire, though fo highly favoured by nature, has, never.
thelefs, been much aflifted by the induftrious {pirit of its inhabi.
tants,” aided By the wife and benevolent inflitutions of the late Fi.
zoolah Khdn.

Throl;ghouﬂ his whole territory, that prince cauféd aqueducts to-
be made, which traverfe the corn fields in all dire@ions ; they are
fufficiently broad and deep. In the eaftern confines, near the Al-
morz hills, the inhabitants’ avail themfelves of thé numerous firéams
which flow from the mountains, by making artificial dams ; and,
at the proper feafons, inundate their lands, which is of particular
benefit to' the early crops. All thefe advantages give the country the
appearanice of al highly cultivated: garden.

Sugar cane, ice; and tobacco, are produced in the'gréateft abime
dance, and of the beft quality; the cancs are from eight to ten feet-
bigh, and the crops of wheat, barley, and various kinds of grain,,
are nothing inferior to. the moft-cultivated parts of Hindoflaun;. the
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principal manufa@ure of this jaghire is coarfe cotton cloth, which
is exported acrofs the Ganges into the Doo Ab, and other parts of
the vizir’s dominions, as are likewife great quantities of grain, fugar,

and tobacco.

Rampore, which is the capital both of the former and prefent
jaghire, is a large town fituated on the weftern bank of the Cofilla
river ; it is about four miles in circumference, and furrounded by a
thick hedge of bamboo, within which are mud fortifications, to-
tally mcapable of refiftance. Thg town is large, but the fireets, as
common throughout Afia, are narrow. There is, however, a very
good bazar, and likewife a mofque, both ef them the work of
Fizoolah Khan; during the life-time of that chief, Rampore was
fuppofed to contain 100,000 inhabitants; but fince the late révolu-
tion, great numbers of the Rohillas, in confequence of thc:. reduced
eftablithment, have quitted the place, and retired with their families
in queft of a maintenance. ’

The prefent jaghire is properly divided into two parts, Rampore,
called alfo Muftafabad, and Shah-Abad, The late treaty fixed the
valuation of the revenues at 10 lacks ‘and *70,00Q rupees per annum ;
but the above eftimate was. made from a comparative ftatement of
the Jumma, or general collection of twenty-two lacks. There is
reafon to fuppofe that the part now occupied by the Rohillas, is ca-
pable of yielding a much larger fum; and 'if the induftrious fpirit

of its inhabitants obtains permanency, it will continue to increafe in
value annually *,

* During a furvey which was made by Captain James Mouatt, of the Bengal engi-
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_As a conclufive remark, it may be obferved, that in whatever di-
retion we traverfe the dominions of the late Fizoolah Khan, the
fame induftry and attention to cultivation is exhibited ; and every
generous mind will doubtlefs join in a copdial with, that no ambis
tious or ferocious chief will again difturb its internal peace and tran-

quillity.

neers, by order of government, in the years 1795-6, to afcertain the boundaries of
the jaghire, the author, who accompanied that gentleman, had an opportunity of a
perfonal infpecion of every part of it, and from his inquiries and converfations, with
many inteliigent natives, he has been enabled to prefent the above documents.
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Tranflation of a Letter from the Prince Mirza Fuwaun Bukht
Febaundar Shab, eldeft Son of Shab-Aulum, ro bis Majefly
George I11. King of Great Britain, mentioned in Page 157.

EXORDIUM *—INVOCATION TO THE DEITY.

« O THOU whofe praife is the firft object of the light and
« fple.ndour of dignified nature, with the celebration of which the
¢« thoughts and acions of the moft exalted monarchs \(\mght ever to
¢ commence; the dazzling brightnefs of whofe purity emanates like
¢« the fUn over the face of the whole creation, and the myﬁerious
« power of whofe mighty arm is univerfally difplayed from the
< loweft earth to the higheft heavens. Counfel and affift in thy
* mercy, thy chofen prophet, Mahomed, whom thou haft appointed
¢ the meflenger of thy truth to the children of men, and ftrengthen
¢ and confirm his righteous defcendants, and followers and compa-
‘¢ nions, who are the foundation of the right way!

*“ To the moft illuftrious prince, adoming the univerfe, in dig-

* All the letters from princes and great men throughout Afia are introduced with a
fimilar exordium. For the Infha or formula, the reader may confult the Ayeen

Akbary of Mr. Gladwin, or Dr. Balfour’s ingenious tranflation of the Intha Her-
kerun.

112
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«¢ nity like Feridoon*, the monarch diftributing juftice ovér the world,
¢ cherither of friends, and dreadful avenger of enemies, whofe
¢« throne is refplendent as that of Alexander, and magnificent as
“ Gemyhid+, of afpect brilliant as the fun, and of aufpicious fortune,
¢t the moft exalted King of England, great as Darius §, wife, mag-
“ nanimous, lord of royal infignia, who collecs tribute from mighty
«t kingdoms, e it known and underflood; Prior to this addrefs, your
«¢ fuppliant has in the¢ moft explicit manner reprefented to the throne
¢ the afylum of the unjverfe, that-the difturbances which have arifen
¢ within the empire of Hindoﬁalgm, the diffenfions among the no-
* bility and Omrahs of high renown, the rebellious defigns of the
“ wicked, plots, treafons and confpiracies of difobedient fubjeés,
*¢ have been related to you by order of the imperial prefence our re-
** nowned fovereign and venerable parent, (the Khakan§ of the
“ world, the bright taper of devotian of the great lord of the con-
¢« junction (Sahib Keraun [}, and refplendent tarch of the family of
“ (Goorgaun ) to the Nuwaub of exalted dignity, Mr. Haftings,
. Behguder, governor-general, that he might came to the aid\and
‘¢ afliftange of the royal family, :

” ™~

“ In this expeGtation for a period of four years we (the prince)

* A king of Perfia famous for his juftice,
t A king of Perfia who is related to have built the palace of Perfepolis.
% Darius the for of Hyftafpes or Kifht-Afp.

§ Khakan, a Scythian or Mogul title, according to hxﬂonans firft adopted by the
great Timoor on his conqueft of Tartary, and fubfequently affumed by all his pofterity
who fat on the throne of Hindoftaun..

|| Sahib Keraun. From an aufpicious combination of the planets at the time of his
nativity, or according to others, on his acceffion to the regal dignity.

§ Goorgaun—the family from whom Timoor was defcended.
.
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¢ have refided with our friends the Englith, and our brother dear
s¢ as life the vizir of the empire, and during that period we have
«¢ not failed to folicit from the counfellors of the Eaft-India Com-
*-pany the reftoration of our imperial authority, and the re-eftablifh-

¢ ment of our paternal dominions.:

* During thi¢ interval, from the relaxed flate of the government,
*¢ and, in confequence of the arrival of the deceitful Marhattas, and of
«¢ Sindiab (who is. chief of the feditious) thofe difturbances and rebel-
“ ljons increafing in tenfold proportion have augmented the diftrefs
*« of our auguft parent ; and notwithftanding the wholefome advice
*¢ and falutary council given from the throne to the aforefaid chief to
*« conciliate the attachment of the ancient nobilit);, and extend protec-
*¢ tion to the diftrefled peafantry (a conduct which, under divine fa-
*“ your, gives fecurity and permanency to empire) that ungrateful
*¢ chief, regardle(s of the royal will, has eftablithed himfelf in.con-
*¢ tinued and unvaried oppofition, until, having by his improper con-
‘¢ duct exafperated the Rajahs and princes of our empire, and particu-
*¢ larly the moft illuftrious prince of Jynaghur, the pillar of fidelity,
“ Maharajah Pertaub Sing, as likewife the ruler of Joudpore, both of
“ whom are allied by blood to the royal family. Thofe warlike chiefs,
‘¢ uniting to punifh the fource of oppreflion, gave him battle, and de-
*¢ feated him, fo that, deprived of his office of Ameer Al Omrah, or
*¢ chief of nobles, he fell at once from the fummit of imperial favour,
- ¢ and was precipitated into the abyfs of annihilation and contempt.

¢t Amidft thefe viciffitudes of fortune, the machinations of the re-
' . - - - "
*¢ bellious increafed to an extent almoft immeafurable.
1
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«* On one fide, Gholaum Caudir Khan (fon of the detefted Afghaun
¢ Zabita Khan, whofe whole life was ;:mployed in confpiring againft
“ the fafety of the ftate) has erected the ftandard of rebellion. His
“ example encouraging others, the difturbances became fo forat-
“¢ dable as to penetrate even to the threfhold of the imperial palace,
“ {o that our auguft parent was neceffitated to adopt the moft ftre-
** nuous efforts to extinguith this deftrucive fire.

““ For this purpofe, he difpatched repeated and urgent commands
“¢ to this your fuppliant, as likewife to the govemor-general of high
« dignity (Earl Cornsallis) as to our dear brother the vizir of the
““ empire, to come to the affiftance of the imperial court.

‘¢ But it appearing that on the arrival of the imperial demand,
‘¢ neither the governor-general or the vizir of the empire had re-
‘“ ceived your majefty’s commands to that effect, they were of
*“ confequence conftrained to withhold the affiftance required. ‘

““ We, therefore, girding the loins of circumfpeion with the belt
*¢ of refolution, and cafting our eyes towards future events, and the
““ mercies of divine providence in this-ftormy ocean of our dilftrefs,
*“ rely on your majefty for the reftoration of our authority; and if
““ your majefty, who adomns the throne of the univerfe, will gracioufly
“ condefcend to iffue your high commands to the governor-general to
“ effet the reftoration of the royal authority in thefe kingdoms,
‘¢ punifh our rebellious fubjects, and re-eftablifh the auguft houfe of
¢ Timoor, fuch condu& will be perfectly confiftent with the dictates
““ of generofity and the ufages of fovereign princes; and finally, the
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« refult of this kind interpofition by eftablifhing \thci repofe of the peo-
« ple of God, and affording peace and plenty to a diftracted empire,
“ will render your Majefty’s name renowned among the princes of
¢ the earth,

« As our honouréd parent, his imperial majefty; bound by every
s tie of gratitude, regards your majefty as'a brother dearer than life,
* {o this your fuppliant hopes to be honoured by the endearing appel-
«* Tation of your nephew.

¢ For the reft, m;y the fun of your majefty’s grandeur and pro-
“« {perity be perpetually refplendent in the fphere of glory and aufpi-

<« cious fortune.” o

The above letter wag written at the commencement of the year 1784, previous to the
prince’s departure from Lucknow to Delhi the laft time; though the author has not
been able to learn from the moft diligent inquiry whether it was ever fent w England,
but as the fubject-matter of it contains a faithful picture of the wretched flate of the
royal family®at that period, he has deemed it worthy of infertion.

To Major Qufely, whofe acquifitions in eaftern literature have already
fo much benefited the Publie, the author begs leave to offer his hearty
thanks for the ufe of the elegant Perfian type of the above letter, with-~
out which amﬂapce he thould have fuftained much inconvenience,
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APPENDIX, IV.

Free Tranflation, in Verfe, of an Elegy compofed by Shab-Aulum
after the lofs of bis Sight, as quoted in chapter 1025, page 180.

* WHERE with bright pomp the ftately domes arife,
In yon dark tower an aged monarch lies,
Forlorn, deje@ed, blind, replete with woes,
In tears his venerable afpect thews ;
As through the lonely courts I bent my way,
Sounds f’&ruck-my ear, which faid, or feem’d to fay,

“ Lo, the dire tempeft gathering from afar,

‘¢ In dreadful clouds has dimm’d the imperial ftar;

¢ Has go the winds, and broad expanfe of heaven,

“ My ‘ﬁate, my royalty, and kingdom given ;

** Time was, O King, when clothed in power fupreme,
“ "Thy voice was heard, and nations hail’d the theme ;
*¢ Now fad reverfe, for fordiLd luft of gold,

‘t By traitorous wiles, thy throne and empire fold.

* T have thought the firft fix lines, which are merely introduory, and cannot be
accounted pny part of the original, to be better calcul:ted to give Lutisfadtion to the
reader, than ag abrupt commencement of the elegy, as in the King's own words.

KK 2
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“ See yon fierce Afghan* with intemperate haftc,
¢¢ Gleams like a meteor through the palace wafle,
‘¢ Frowning, terrific, threatens with a grave

Thy progeny, O Timoor, good and brave;
“ Yet, not the treatment- from th’ inhuman foe,
Not all my kingly ftate in duft laid low,

¢ Can to this breaft fuch torturing pain impart,
“ As does, O Nazirt, thy detefted art ;

Y

-
-

But tho’ too late, the day of reckoning ceme,

¢ The tyrant whom thou ferv’dft has feal’d thy doom,
* Has hurled thee, rebel, headlong from the height

* Of power abufed, and done thy fovereign right :

*¢ Chafte partners of my bed, and joys ferene,

¢ Once my delight, but now how changed the {cene |

[ 1%

Condernned with ‘me in plaintive ftrains to mourn,
‘¢ The fcanty pittance from our offspring torn !
¢ The viper, whom with foftering care I nurft,
¢ Deep in my bofom plants his fting accurft ;

*¢ Riots in blood, and heedlefs of his word, °
‘¢ Pants for the ruin of his fovereign Jord.
Nobles ingrate}, upheld by power and pride,
To whom'our favours never were denied ;
See to what mifery and dire difgrace,

Your perfidy accurfed, has brought a royal race:

L X1

[ X1

L1

* Gholaum Caudir Kban.
, ¥ Munfoor Ali Khan, fuperintendant of the houfehold.
1 The Mogul nobility who abandoned the king on the approach of the rebels.
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Bright northern {tar from Cabul’s realms advance, ’

Iinperial T imoor* poize the avenging lance.

" On thefe vile traitors quick deftruction pour,

Redrefs my wrongs, and kingly rights reflore ;
Thee too, O Sindiah, illuftrious chief,

Who once didft promife to afford relief ;

Thee I invoke, exert thy generous aid,

And o’er their heads high wave the avenging blade.
And ye, O faithful pillars of my ftate,

By friend(hip bound, and by my power elate,
Haften, O Afuf+, and ye Englith chiefs ¥,

Nor bluth to footh an injured monarch’s griefs 3
But {tay my foul, unworthy rage difown,

Learn to fuftain the lofs of fight and throne;
Learn that imperial pride, and ftar-clad power,
Are but the fleeting pageants of an hour ;

In the true crucible of dire diftrefs,

Purged of alloy, thy forrows foon fhall ceafe ;
What! though the fun of empire and command,
Shorn of its beams, enlightens not the land ;

* Timoor Shah, king of Cabul, on his father, the Abdnllec’s, laft vifit to Delhi,

was married to a princefs of the royal family, which gives his fon, Zimaun Shah, a
claim to the throne of Hindoftaun, .

¥ Afuf Al Dowla, vizir of the empire.

¥ Itis much to be lamented, that the flatc of politics at Calcutta could not, ar

ﬂr’ time, .admit of government interfering on the occafion—for fuch was the influcnce
of the Britith name, that had the detachiment ftationcd at Anopthire, only marched

out of their cantonments, the brut Tant wi
al tyrant would have defiit ing's mi
s beon s y ve defifted, and the king's misfor-
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‘¢ Some happier day, a providential care

z Again may renovate the falling ftar;

** Again, O king, naife up thy illuftrious race,

‘¢ Cheer thy fad mind, and clofe thy doys in peace*®.”

* It may not be amifs to remark, that feveral MS. copies of the above elegy having
been circulated throughout India, various readings may have eccurred.  The one here
prefented, was obtained by the author whilt at Delhi, and therefore appeared to him
the moft authentic ; but he thinks himfelf bound to acknowledge he has read a poetic
verfion of the fame clegy, which appeared in the European Magazine for May, 1797,
faid to be written by Captain Symes, from whofe refearches into the hiftory and anti-
quities of the interefting kingdom of Ava, the public may expe to derive much ufeful
and inftru&ive information.
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|

THE work now offered to the public is the refult
of feveral years application, during the author’s
relaxation from his -Rrofeﬁional ‘duties, and the

avocation of his leifure hours.

An account of the tranfations at the court of
Delhi during an interefting and eventful period,
and the incidents ‘a_nd occurrences which have
marked the dpcliné of power of the race of Timoor
under the turbulent reign of the ill-fated Shah-
Aulum, (in all probability the laft of that family

C



xviii PREFACE.

who will fit on the throne of Hindoftaun) cannot,
it is prefumed, fail to prove acceptable to a Britifh

reader.

A Tong refidence inJndia has afforded the author |
- frequent oppc‘)rtunities of acquiring-much local in--
formation; and moft of the geégraphical'remarks
were obtained by him on the fpot, while on a fur-
vey, ordered by the Bengal government, through
the Doo Ab* and adjacent countries in 1798-4;
and on a fimilar' occafion through the province of
Rohilcund in 1795-6.

The pernfal of the feveral Perfian manufcripts
named in the Appendix, and particularly the Shah
Aulum Nameh, (a hiftory of ‘ﬂle ieign of the pre-
fent King) written by Gholaum Ali, a learned

. * A country lying betwixt the rivers Ganges and. Jumna.
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native, afforded the author ample materials for re-
lating fuch tranfa@ions s took place within the
authotity and influence of the court at Delhi: and
to his friends, on various occafions, he is happy to

acknowledge his grateful obligations.

_ 'fo Major Charles Reynolds, furveyor-general
of the Bombay eftablilhment, Mr. _];)hnﬂone of
Lucknow, Major Kix;kpat_rick, Col_onel__.Pal'mer,r
and Captain Salkeld, of the Bengal eftablifhment,
he begs leave to offer his hearty acknowledgements
for the readinefs with which they fupplied him with
a variety of interefting documents for the prefent

work.

Such are the méterjals from which the Hiﬁéry of
.the Reign of Shah-Aulum has been compiled;
confcious, that ncfwithﬁanding the pains and care
~ which have been beftowed on it to attain perfection,

c2
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numerous errors and inaccuracies may have crept
in, the author trufts that the-authenticity of the mat- .
ter it cofitains, will, in a 'great meafure, counter-
balance its defeéts, and he therefore cheerfully
delivers it to the public, with the diffidence natu--

rally attendant on a firft attcmpt in this arduous

branch of literature.

LoNpoN,
Bedford Street, Bedford Square,
Marech 15, 1798.
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