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TO THE HONOURABLE 

THE CHAIRMAN AND COURT OF DIRECTORS 

OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY, 

TIDS ATTEMPT 

TO ADD TO 'tHE PUBLICK STOCK OF HINDOOSTAN HISTORY, 

IS, BY THEIR PERMISSION, MOST'HUMBLY DEDICATEP I 

BBI..WIBVI. Y, 
1ft JAN. 17940 

IN GRATITUDE FOR THAT LIBERAL PATRONAGE, 

WHICH THE-TRANSLATOR HAS RECEIVED 

FROM THAT HONOURABLE BODY, 

EVER FORWARD TO REWARD 

ANY EFFORTS OF THEm SERVANTS TO MERIT 

THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF 

THE HONOURABLE COMPANY, 

BY 

THEIR FAITHFUL AND 

MOST OBEDIENT HUMBLE SERVANT, 

~ATHAN SCOTT. 



PRE F f\. C E. 

IT .is hoped that ibis Attempt to mak~ known the native hil' .. 
tory of a muntry, which 4:VaS the lira [cene of our con!eqllenc.c 
in India, of the gallant exploits of General LAW.RE.NCE, Lord 
'cLIVE, Sir EYRE COOTE, and, very lately, the field of mo'a: 

importa'nt 2nd iucce1Sful . .operation:to l3.rit3iA. 2U.nder Marquis , 
CD..B..NWAL'~¢S, 'will not be wholly un.a.cc,eptable. Th.e earlier 

1:rani3.ffions' f.>f..our co~trymen in D~n have already been 
amply detilled, by the elegant pens m .a CAMB-RIDG~ and ~n 
ORME.. Dr.. THOMSON, in his, Memoirs of the War in Afia, 

bas .dane juftic~ to the Aill and gallantry ,()f Sir Ey R.E ,Coo T E 

and ms deferY.ing {oU6.was, who, fllpported by Jhe active ze3r1 

of !.the '~uo~s but yet fuffering .H.A.§l'JN(lSa ,(poftetity w,ill 

moil. .certainly venerate his .charl\fur, {or prej udice will jn .time 

give, place to. judgment) 'lav.eo our _P~[t SJf Dekbn to,.the 

Britiih empire. 

,Our 'late fucce!fes have :been. !hort'!Y -marrated -by l\fajor 

DIROM, who had a {hare in the toils m ,the twp ,campaignS'l 
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and,. I have heard, that his an4- other able' pens are employed 

in preparing a fuller detail· of' Britilh tranfaaions in Dekkan .. 

O£: that country I only profefs to give the native accounts from 

its own writers; which will, I hope, at leafl: gratify the curl­

ofity of thofe who wifh to learn the former ftate of this part 

of India, and fill up' ac chafm in hiftory. 

FERISHTA, author of the hifiory now offered to the pub .. 

lic in an Engllih drefs, is one of the moft efieemed writers 

of Hindooftan, and ~as of noble rank, and high in office at 

the ~ourt of Ibrah~ AWl Shaw, oj BeeJapore, one of the 

fultans of Dckkan. 

Befides the • Hillory of the Dhely emperors, and this of 

Dekkan, FERlSHTA compil~d one of every province in India, 

and many complete copies of his works have been brought 

home by Englilh gentlemen. 

My fir~ intention was to have publlihed a literal tranfia .. 

tion j- but, on revifion, I thought it would be more pleafing to 
an Engliili ear J deprived of fame of the numerous hyperbolical , 

-epithets and too frequent conjunltions, which drew out the 

'periods to a <Iiftratting length, hurtful to the {enfe in our lan­

guage. This alone has been- done j yet perhaps, {orne readers 

may rull think the ftile too oriental; but to have deviated 

farther froin the original, would have been impoling a com­

-pilation ,for a tran1lation. 

To 
Tran1lat~ and publi1hcd many years fince b1 colonel Dow. 
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To thofe who haye been in India, and are converfant with. 

the hiftory and manners of the na~ives, fome. of the notes may 
appear trivial: but every explanation is nece1fary to render fatis .. 
faCtory, to moil: readers, the perufal of foreign idiom, cuftoms, 

and uncommon names. The b.il: I have endeavoured to write 
as pronounced in the country. 

It is nece1fary to mention, that from page 400 to the end 
of the Nizam Shawee dynafty,' is not taken from F.ERISHT A, 

his work concluding with the fall of Ahmednuggur. What 
follows, was from a work written by Shaw-nowauz Klian, a 

nobleman of Dekkan, entitled, Mairer al. Amra, or Biography 
of Nobles. 

In his account of the Golconda Princes, PERI~HTA was 

fo very brief, that, as he mentioned no more than what was 
contained in the Luh al Towareekh, an abbreviated hlftory of 

Hindooftan, I had recourfe only to the latter work; but i~ 

was thought inconv~nient for fo few pages to alter the r~n ... 
ning title of the volume. Had the moil: earneil: -fearch after 

fuller materials for the hiftory of Golconda been fuccefsful; my 

tead~rs lhould have had _a fuller account of the princes of that 
fovereignty. 
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