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PREFACE.

It s hoped that this attempt to make known the native hif-
tary of a country, which was the firft Leene of our confequence
in India, of the gallant exploits of General Lawrence, Lord
Lrive, Sir Eyre Coorts, and, very lately, the field of moft
important and fuccefsful operation to Britain, ynder Marquis
Cornwartgs, will not be whally nnar:c,cpt’ahl’c. The earlier
tranfa&ions’ of .our countrymen in Dekkan have already been
amply detailed, by the clegant pens of a CAMBRIDGE and an
ORME. Dr. TuomsoN, in his Memoirs of the War in Afia,
has dane juftice to the dkill and gallantry of Sir EYrE CooTE
and his deferving followers, who, fupported by the ative zeal
of the wirtuous but yet fuffering HasTings, (pofterity will
moft certainly venerate his chara@er, for prejudice will in time
give place to. judgment) faved our part of Dekkan to. the
Britith empire.

Our late fuccefles have been. fhortly inarrated by Major
D1 RoM, who had a fhare in the toils of the twp campaigns;
Vor. 1. a and,
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and, I have heard, that his and. other able” pens are employed
in preparing a fuller detail- of 'Britith tranfactions in Dekkan.
Of that country I only profefs to give the native accounts from
its own writers; which will, I hope, at leaft gratify the curi-
ofity of thofe who with to learn the former ftate of this part
of India, and fill up a chafm in hiftory.

Ferisuta, author of the hiftory now offered to the pube
lic in an Englith drefs, is one of the moft efteemed writers
of Hindooftan, and was of poble rank, and high in office at
the court of Ibrzhim. Adil Shaw, of Becjapore, one of the
fultans of Dekkan.

Befides the *Hiftory of the Dhely emperors, and this of
Dekkan, FerisutA compiled one of every province in India,
and many complete copies of his works have been brought
home by Englith gentlemen.

My firft intention was to have publithed a literal tranflae
tion; but, on revifion, I thought it would be more pleafing to
an Englith ear, deprived of fome of the numerous hyperbolical
'epitﬁets and too frequent conjunctions, which drew out the
‘periods to a diftratting 1cng1h, hurtful to the fenfe in our lan-
guage. This alone has been done; yet perhaps, fome readers
may flill think the ftile too oriental; but to have deviated
farther from the original, would have been impofing a com-
pilation for a tranflation.

Ta
Tranflated and publithed many years fince by colonel Dow.



PREFACE

To thofe who have been in India, and are converfant with
the hiftory and manners of the natives, fome-of the notes may
appear trivial: but every explanation is neceffary to render fatis-
fattory, to moft readers, the perufal of foreign idiom, cuftoms,
and uncommon names. The laft I have endeavoured to write
as pronounced in the country.

It is neceflary to mention, that from page 400 to the end
of the Nizam Shawee dynafty, is not taken from FERIsETA,
his work concluding with the fall of Ahmednuggur. What
follows, was from a work written by Shaw-nowauz Khan, a
nobleman of Dekkan, entitled, Maffer al Amra, or Biography
of Nobles.

In his account of the Golconda Princes, FERIsHTA was
fo very brief, that, as he mentioned no more than what was
contained in the Lub al Towareekh, an abbreviated hiftory of
Hindooftan, I had recourfe only to the latter work; but it
was thought inconvenient for fo few pages to alter the run-
ning title of the volume. Had the moft earneft fearch after
fuller materials for the hiftory of Golconda been fuccefsful, my
readers (hould have had a fuller account of the princes of that
fovereignty.
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