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Public Department, 15 December (No. 47) 1852. 

Our Governor-general of India in Council. 

Para. 1. WE now reply to the letters and paragraphs noted in the margin, Public Letters. dated 

relating to the proposed reform of the Post-office system in India. 24rstourst (No. 29) 
, • 28th August (No. 23) 

2. 'The inefficient state of the Post-office department has been a subJect of 1851,paras.~and3 
complaint for many years; and various measures have from time to time been 4t~g~t~ber (10;0. 30) 

adopted (the last and the most important in 1839) for promoting « the rapid 23d Ja~uary (No.3) 

and. secure conveyance of the Mails and the reduction of the Postage Rates." 13:~~ebruary (No.9) 

Shortly after the adoption of the system of Post-office administration now exist- 1852. 

iug in this country, attention was directed to the question of reforming the 
Indian system on the same basis, and various schemes for carrying. out this 
object were submitted to us by your Government in the years 1846, 1847 and 
1848. Not being in possession of the information necessary to enable us to 
decide on the question, we contented ourselves at the time with directing your 
attention to various points which seemed to require special consideration before 
a decision was arrived at, and with desiring that no measures should be taken 
for an alteration of the present system without our previous sanction. 

3. As the best means of obtaining the requisite materials for a sound judg
ment on such an important and complicated question, your Government decidcd 
on the appointment of Commissioners at the several Presidencies t.o inquire into 
the defects of the existing Post-office arrangements, and to report their views as 
to the proper remeaies to be applied, with special reference to the system adopted 
in lthis country, an! to the importance of forming a plan applicable to the whole 
of India. "The gentlemen na.med in the margin were nominated to this important Mr. Cecll Be .. don for 

d d h I f h ·· .. b d' d . . d Bengal and the North. uty; an ,t e resu tot elY mquirles IS em 0 Ie in a Jomt report, agree to We.t ProHnces; 

after the completion of their inquiIies, and in the separate memoranda and Mr. Hem! Forbes for 
, . d' b' hi 1.. th rt . . d Madras. numerous appen lOes y w Cll e repo IS accompame . Mr. \Vlllia''' Courtney 

4. The range of the Commissioners' inquiries elI).braccd the whole of the Post-
office administration, and their recommendation~ extend to an entire reform of 
the existing system, based on the following leading principles: the substitution 
of'an uniform charge of half an anna on letters not exceeding a quarter tola in 
weight, accompanied by an alteration in the present ascending scale of weight 
for inland postage; the prepayment of letters by means of stamps, prepayment 
being enforced, as in this country, by means of a double charge on unpaid 
letters; the entire. abolition of franking, and the charge of nominal postage on 
official letters to public departments. 

5. Your Government, concurring generally in the conclusions of the Commis
sioners, have referred the subject for our instructions, and the Governor-general 
expi'esses his earnest hope that we shall give the necessary authority for carrying 
into immediate effeet the proposed measures of reform. 

6. B.ef~re proceeding t.o notice the particular recommendations made by the 
CommIssIoners, we have to express our general concurrence in the remarks made 
by the Dommissioners and by the Governor-general, as to the duty of the 
Government to provide for the community at large the necessary means for the 
safe, speedy and cheap transmission of their correspondence, in consideration 
of the monopoly of the carriage of letters established in favour of the Post-
office. • 
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. . al for the levy of a low uniform rate of postage 
7. In supportmg th~r ~roposth Commissioners address themselves to -the 

without reference to LS ~clet" eDespatch No 16 of 1846, where we drew 
, k ade in our egIs a Ive " . . d d' remar. s m t difference· of circumstances, whICh seeme to ren er It 
attentIOn to. the apparen uld be supported by the same arguments on 
do~bt~ whdeth~r the measurmme ceonded in this country. In the course of their 
whICh Its a option was reco .' ds' h' h 

th O • t the Commissioners show that the mam groun on W lC 
remarks on IS pom , d' h t' I an an uniform rate of postage was adopted in Englan ,VlZ., t e c~mpar~ Ive y sm 
ro ortion which the cost of conveyance .bears to the· postage le,:ed, and the 

fac£'that the cost of transmission to long distances depen<;ls l~ss on. distance than 
on the.number of letters to be, conveyed, do actually eXIst ill I~dia, though the 
ro ortion of cost in the case of the first of thos~ gr~>unds ~ers .from that 

~hi~h was found to exist in this country. It is Wlt~ muc~ satIsfactIOn, there
fore, that we express our concurrence in the conclUSIOn arnved 3;t, that .there 
is nothing in the circumstances of India to preve~t our exten~g to .It the 
advantage of. an uniform rate of postage for a smgle letter, Irrespective of 
distance. 

8. The questions. of the scale of weight and of the rate o.f postage to be intro
duced in connexion with the above change, are very mmutely and car~fully 
discussed in the Commissioners' Report. 

9. The conclusion in favour of maintaining the present'maximum weight of a 
quarter of a tola for a single letter (being little more than one-fifth of the 
maximum weight of a single letter in this country) is fully warranted by tlie 
considerations stated by the Commissioners; and the proposed amendmeI1:t of 
the ascending scale of weight seems well .calculated to secure the object of 
preventing the practice of "clubbing," by which the Post-office is so much 
defrauded; while, at the same time, it will have a tendency to lessen to some 
extent the weight of the mails. ' - . 

10. As regards the rate of charge, abund,ant evidence is adduced to show, on 
the one hand, the effect of the present rates in suppressing correspondence, ,and 
in leading to the evasion ?f postage on such as is actually carried on; and, on 
the other hand, -the large increase which may reasonably be expected in the 
number of letters sent through the Post-office, if the charge should be materially 
reduced. 

'II. We have come to the conclusion, after careful consi&ration, that suffi
cient grounds are stated for the adoption of the proposed uniform rate of half 
an anna for a single letter. It is true that at the proposed ··rate the postage 
collections on the' existing amount of chargeable correspondence would be 
reduced ~om Rs. 14,30,001 ·to Rs. 5,17,994, and- that an iJ}crease of paying 
letters Rassing through the post, to the extent of 147 per cent., would be required 
to make up the deficiency of Rs. 9,12,007. But, on the other hand, independently 
of the number of,letters which will'be brought under ,charge by the proposed 
abolition of the privilege of franking private correspondence, there seems good 
reason to believe, from the results which followed in India the ,reduction of the 
postage rates in 1837 and 1839, and from the similar results which in this 
country and in America have ensued from the adoption of a low uniform rate of 
charge, that an actual increase of letters carried by the Government mails will 
within a moderate period, take place to the requited extent. . • ' 

. 12. T~e addition to the weight oftl).e mails, consequent on the contemplated 
Increas~ In the number of chargeable letters, will bear a comparatively small 
proportion to th~ present total weight. The weight of chargeable letters at 
present passing ~hrough t~e ~ost-o:ffi.ce amounts to less than 19 per cent. of the 
whole; the rema,mder conslstmg of newspapers and free letters, in the proportion 
?f 24 per cent. of the for!ller, and 57 per cent. of the,. latter. The required 
Increase of 147 per cent. m the number of charO'eable letters would involve 
th~refore, an a~dition of little ~or~ tha~ one fourth to the aggregate weight of 
nrtIC~es se~t. by the, po~t; and l~ l~ satisfactory to find that for the conveyance 
?f tIns additional quantIty the eXlstmg establishments are believed to be on the 
whole, fully adequate. ' 

13. We 
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13. -We formerly referred to the proposed supersession of the present system 
• oOf money payments, by one of prepayment by stamps, in these terms: "To 

relieve the Post-office from cash ~ransactions would certainly facilitate its opera-, 
tions, and admit of its establishments being greatly reduced; it would -also tend 
to obviate embezzlements to which it may at present be liable." These advan
tages are set forth at length by the Commissioners, who further show that, by 
means of proper precautions, the frauds which we were apprehensive might take 
place in connexion with the custody and distribution of the stamps may be effec
tually guarded ag~inst. 

14. We accordingly approve of the introduction of the system; but 'Ye agree 
that it will not be proper at once to enforce the absolute prohibition of sending 
letters without prepayment, though the check which exists ill- this country, of 
.charging double postage for such letters as are sent unpaid, may properly be 

, .adopted, in order to limit the practice as much as possible. The system should 
not, of course, come into operation till such arrangements have been made as 
will afford every'practicable facility of procuring stamps to the inhabitants of 
the rural districts. . 

15. Your Government has recorded no opinion as to the suggestion of the 
Commissioners, that tne postage stamps shall be obtained from the Stamp-office 
in London. We shall take no steps in the matter till we hear further from you 
on the subject; but we would in the meantime observe, that there seem to us no 
adequate grounds for the Commissioners' proposal. The main reason alleged is 
.the security from "fraud which the English system of manufacture is believed to 
.afford; but the Commissioners themselves express the conviction, that "the 
risk of loss by forgery in India would be less than in any civilized country of 
Europe, or the United States of America,. or in most of the Crown colonies." 
The additional expense, therefore, of procuring the labels from this country 
seems to us unnecessary, and we should wish immediate attention to be directed 
to the machine at the Stamp-office at Calcutta, referred to by the Commissioners 
(para. 140), in order that it may be ascertained whether it can be made appli
cable to the manufacture of the postage stamps. 

16. Under 'any circumstances, we think it likely an objection will be entertained 
to the assimilation of the postage stamps in India to those in this country, as 
regards design and colour, as the mere difference of the inscription would not 
probably be thought to afford sufficient protection' against the use in this country 
of the Indian labels of lower value. Some different device and colour should 
therefore, in our opinion, be adopted for the stamps in India! and it seems 
to us that the.-Company's ,arms or crest would be the most suitable for the 
purpose. 

17 . We approve of the proposal to abolish absolutely and unreservedly the 
privilege of franking private correspondence; and we agree that, with the pro
posed low rates of postage, it is unnecessary to continue the advantage at 
present enjoyed in this respect by soldiers and sailors; classes which, since the 
Act of 1840, came into operation, have enjoyed in this country no special 
privileges as regards inland postage. 

18. With regard to official "franking," a change is imperatively called for, 
both by the abuse of the existing system, and by the necessity of adopting some 
'plan which is likely to impose a check on the present enormous bulk of official 
correspondence. There is only one opinion expressed as to the extent of this 
latter evil'; and the Governor-general states that, in his belief, "it is no exag
geration to say that tens of thousands of letters in number, and tons of official 
documents in weight, are annually conveyed by the Post-office in India utterly 
without necessity." 

19. The Commissioners state that they have" experienced considerable diffi
.culty in devising any scheme which, while it will continu~ to officer~ employed 
in the service of the State freedom from the charge of postage on letters sent 
and received by them, on the public business alone, wil~ at the same time enable 
the Post-office to show a credit for the service it performs for the Government, 
.and secure greater attentio~ to economy by preventing the mails being unne
cessarily loaded with official correspondence." The plan proposed for the 
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accomplishmentlDf these.ob~ects is to·abolishl ~he. privilege- of ,offici~l'.fran~rig~ ... 
as it now" exists' 'and to' credlt the Post4>ffice wlth the postage due on .letters and· , 
parcels'posted 'bYJ'Certain''Officers-'On the public ·service;, the number'of "o.fficers . 
empowerim td 'send such ; packets without, tactual payment of 'postage· bemg at', 
the ,same time-reduced "Within the -closest· p<?ssible limits. 

20 .. We are .unwilling .to -issue .• any. J>9sitive orders, adverse to. t~e"recommen-. 
dation. ofrthe"Commissioner~ on.,a;subjecUo.which they ~ave glyen. th~,·care,. 
and attention which this point has evidently received at thell' hands. . We must~ ., 
however express our strong conviction, that the difficulties referred to by the 
Ct>'mmis~joners could· only be ·effectually met by·a plan.analogous to that which 
exists/in theBovernment departments' in this country, byw~ch all 6fficialletters' I 
would"De prepaid either in money or-stamps. Pl'epay~ent- m.money· wo~ld ~e}' 
opposed t<1 the.·-object of· preventing, as -much! as- possIble,.·cash transactlons m") 
c@nnexion witlI the' Post-office; but to the '\ls(7-of ·stamps fot the purpose, we -see.·J • 

no sufficient objeCtion: The; expense would be' inconsiderable, if~ as ·we anti--I. 
cipate, the postage- stamps; are' manufactured in I~di~;. and so far, a~e -we' fr~m'. 
attaching importance to th~ other ground of obJection sta.ted bttli~ Comml:; .. ·· 
sioners, viz., the danger that the. stamps would .be. used for .theIr prIvate- pl:lr
poses by the officers eutrusted with them, that ,we are satisfied our o.fficers ~~uld 
regard with abhorrence the abuse contemplated, and :would abstam as rlgidly.., 
from .. the,use of the stamps-as.th~Y would from the emp~oyment,fortheir,private.~ 
P¥l'Poses, of Government money placed under their charge. . 

21. Notwithstanding, however"the confidence we feel in the high princip~eJ 
and honourable· feelings of . our 'public servants, every means-should be'-used iri., 
connexion with :this, as, with every other opportunity'of abuse, to guard· against t 

its occurrence. It will'therefore be proper to make it generally· known,' that the. 
franking of Ii letter not exclusively on' the public' business; -or the use of Govern~ I 
ment stamps for freeing private correspondence '(according ,to' the p~an which maY' ~ 
ulthnately be·adopted), is :not only to' be abstained·from, as a~' point of honour," . 
but that it is a 'practice which involves a positive-breach 'of trust; and will be. 
punished accordingly. 

'22. Having thus signified ,our approval of-the.measures which ,rare t.o- form the 
basis of the new postal system of India, we leave ,it to you to carry out, as you'. 
may see fit, the.various oth'er recommendations of the Commissioners for securing. 
the interests of .Government, 'and ,for rendering the Post-office more available· for 
the great.bodY'.of the people. We shall confine_ our further observations to such 
points aSl'appear to call for our special orders. 

23. The Commissioners came to the conclusion not to recommend any change 
in the present rates of charge, or in the scale of weight for Indian newspapers"; 
but at the same time they were of opinion. that, if it were thought desirable to 
establish an .uniform rate of postage for newspaper~, a single ra.te of. two annas I 

would.be the, proper charge for a "single" newspaper. The Governor-general 
thinking it desirable to encourage the circulation of newspapers as much as pos~ . 
sible, proposes the adoption of an uniform rate of.one anna on all newspapers 
transmitted through the Post-office. . 

24. The grou~ds stated by ~he- Commissioners appear to us conclusive against 
the large~ ~eductlOn proposed In the rates of charge, at least foi' the present; but ' 
we are Willmg to. leave It to you~ Government ,either to adop~ the uniform rate of 
two annas on a smgle newspaper, -should you think fit to make thechanO'e, or to . 
allow matters to remain ,pn their present footing, till it shall, have been s~en how 
far the Post-office revenue recovers from the effects of the reduction of the letter 
pos~age, and esp~cia1ly how fa:the existing means of conveyance are likely to be 
a~ailable for a~y mcreased w.eIght, beyond that of the additional letters which 
Wi~l .be transmItted by post m consequence of that reduction. We also are of 
opII?on that the suggested assimilation of the scale of weight for European and 
Indian r;tewspapers sho,,!.ld :r;ot now be adopted,' as that measure would; if unac
comparue~.by a reductlOn m the rates of charge, check the circulation of English '. 
papers, WlilCh we should much regret. 

25; It is proI?o~ed ~y the Commissioners, with the object of maintaining uni. 
fOrmIty of admmlstratlon, that the Post-office throughout India should constitute 

one 
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.one, department ;" the,' Postmasters-general ,of the several Presidencies,. together 
'With' th-eir. su bordinat;es". being relieved from· all dependence. on. the local govern
.ments, and placed, under ,the immediate, control of, an officer· to. b~ sfyleb 
Director-generalt·who should act-in,immediate subordination to the, Government 
Df ,India. 

26.' We decidedly object- to the intr6duction 'of a 'measure so 'w}iolly"at 
variance with the principles arid usage which 'obtain in uther departments,-nor 
is it at all necessar)t for the purpose of securing, the required uniformity of prac
tice. We do 'not. doubt .that advatltage. will arise from placing the Postmasters
general: at ,each, Presidency in immediate eorrespondenc~wit~, the· officer who, 
under' Whatever denomination, may ·be· vested, with the general supervision.of 
the Post-office. department, ,throughout India; but we are of opinion that' all 
l'equisite arrangements 'may be made without that supersession of the authority of 
t he local governments which the Commissioners contemplate, ,and which we 
s houId consider as F10st inj uriaus. and: objectionable . . 

27. In connection with this part of the subject, the Governor-general has 
recorded his- 'Sentiments on the disadvantages of the present system of selecting 
the Postmasters-general ,from the members of the civil service, and has submitted 
for our· decision the question of appointing to those offices persons not belonging 
to our service. 

28. We are aware that the important situation of Postmaster-general has not 
generally been filled in a-mannel"-which-has-tended to the good administration of 
the department. From .the testimony borne by the Governor-general to the 
excellent administration of the Post-office in the North-western Provinces by Mr. 
Riddell, and from the fact that three bf our civil servants have applied themselves 
to the study not only. of the Indian postal system, but also of the'systems o( this 
country, and of others in Europe an~ America, with the' diligence evinced in the 
report before us; we are happy, however, in being able to draw the conclusion 
that any defects in the management of the Post-office in times past, have not 
arisen either from the field of selection being too limited, or from any disin
clination on the part of our servants to a,pply themselves to the duties of the 
department. 

29. Under the constitution given by the Legislature to the services in India, 
there has been set apart for the conduct of the civil administration, a numerous 
body of highly educated individuals who have received a special training for its 
duties, and have been, brought under stringent obligations for the purpose of secur
in g their due subjection to the government they serve, and their strict fidelity to 
th eir high trusts. The agency thus created affords the means of filling efficiently 
the highest appointments in every branch of the Administration; and all that is re
quired is, that before an individual is appointed to an important office, his known 
character and qualifications should be carefully scrutinized, with special reference 
to the nature of the-duties to"'be-perforroed;"and to"'any other peculiarities of the 
office which may seem to require consideration. If the power of selection be thus 
carefully exercised, we apprehend that the difficulties stated by the G ovt'rnOT
general with regard to the office of Postmaster-general will be sufficiently met; and 
we must therefore decline to sanction in this case a departure from the established 
principle, that all the high civil offices are to be filled by' members of our cove
nanted service. 

30. The bad E'ffects which have resulted from the appointment as local post
masters of officers charg~d with the performanc!l of important duties in other 
branches of the Administration have frequently attracted our notice, and we 
app::ove of the intention to substitute the employment of uncovenanted servants, 
who will give their whole attention to the duties of the department. The plan 
for carrying out this change, which is sketched out in Mr. Beadun's memoran
dum, seems likely to prove very beneficial; and we agree with the Governor
general in estimating very highly the opportunity which the change of plan will 
afford, of providing on an extended scale for the employment of respectable 
natives. 

31. Having now recorded all the observations wliich appear to be called for 
with referev<:!e to the rerort of the Commissioners, we have great satisfaction in 

87. A 4 expressing 
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expressing our entire concurrence in the opinions stated by the several members 
of your Government as to the industry, ability and sound judgment displayed 
by. those gentlemen ip. the performanct' of the duty entrusted to them. We 
have signified our approval of the greater part of the measures recommended; 
and we entertain a confident hope that the introduction of the proposed improve
ment will tend largely, not only to the comfort of individuals, but also to the 
material and intellectual advancement of the community at large. 

32. We have entered into communication with Her Majesty's Postmaster-
general with reference to the Commissioners' proposals, arising out of sugges
tions from that department with regard to the payment in one sum of the total 
postage, steam and inland, on letters to and from India; and the establishment 
of a book post between England and India, at an uniform rate of charge, to be 
paid also in one sum. 'Ve shall duly acquaint you with the result of our corres
pondence on these subjects, and shall at the same time inform you of the mode 
in which the accounts of steam postage between Her Majesty's Post-office and 
our seve~al Governments in India shall hereafter be adjusted. • 

London, 15 December 1852. 

East India House, 
'20 December 1852. 

(A true copy.) 

We are, &c. 
(signed) J. W. Hogg ~ 

R. Ellice, 
&c. &c. 

T. L. Peacock, 
Examiner of India Correspondence .. 
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REPOR't of the COMMISSIONERS for POST-OFFICE INQUIRY, with 
ApPENDICES • 

. CONT,E~l;,S OF THE REPORT, 

'I-3.-Prellminary. 

I. POSTAGE ON LETTERS. • 

4 • ....,.....Uniform Postage. 
D.-Whether tbe Post-office is to 

be considered a. source of 
, Rever~e. 

6:-Meanin~. at; the term "Re
venue. 

7.-Either surplus money income, 
or gratuitous service. 

s.-To what extent Government 
art' bound to contribute to
wards the expenses of the 
Post-office. 

9.-0bjection to the principle 'of 
uniform postage as applicable 
to India. 

1O.-Proportio~ of the cost of con
veying chargeable letters, to 
the whole charges of the 
Post-office, and to the 
amount of Inland postage. 

11:--Cost of conveyance does not 
depend upon distance. 

12.-Lo~g routes cbnsist of the ag
gregate of shorter ones. 

13.-Illustration. Single set of 
runners. 

H.-More than one sct of runners. 
IS.-Mail Cart. 
16.-Lines of Road from Bombay 

to Calcutta and Agra. 
.17.-No special objection to adop

tion of uniform rate in India. 
IS.-Schemes of Post-otlice reform 

already submitted to Go
, vemment •. 

19-20:-Limitation of the question. 
21.-Differencein the circumstances 

of the European and Native 
portions of the community. 

22-23.-Extent of European and N 11.
tive correspondence. 

24.-Importance of the element of 
weight. pnit of weight. 

25.-Sc~e of weight. Enclosures. 
26.-Effect of existing interval be

tween chargeable weight of 
• a single and double letter. 

27.-Effect of making the half tolah 
tbe chargeable weight of a 
double letter. 

2B.-Scnle of weight above half a 
tolah. 
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29. __ Scale proposed. 
:lo.-Conditional on reduction of 

postage. 
31.-Considerations in favour or 

uniform rate. Effect of pre
sen t rates on letters carried.. 
between 100 and ~OO miles. 

32.-Effect of present rates on let
ters carried more than' 200 
miles.· 

33.-Comparative effect of a one 
anna and a half anna rate. 

34.-Advantages of uniform post-
,age. 

35.-Evidence_ 
a6.-Mr. Tayler's,opinion. 
37.-Mr. Riddell's opinion. 
3s . ....!.Mr. Ravenscroft's opinion. 
39.-Mr. Bennett's opinion. 
40.-0pinion of :postmasters: 
41.-Madras Chamber of Com-

me~ce. 

42.-Calcutta Trades' Association. 
43.-0pini!>ns of private persons. 
44.-Pestonjce Dhunjeebhoy • 
45.-Baboo Ram Anund. 
46.-Monshee Ameer Ali. 
47.-Baboo Nilrnttan Holdar. 
48.-Baboo Nehal Chund. 
49.-Baboo Sook Mul. 
so.-Baboo Hurruckchund Sahoo 

- of Benares • 
51.-Baboo O.bh)'l'am l\1harwaree. 
52.-Mr. J. G. Gordon. 
S3 • .-Mahajuns of Mirzapore. 
54.-Mahajuns of Agra. 
sa.-Other Merchants of the N orth- -

west Provinces. . 
56.~Tradesmen at the Prt'sidency 

Towns, and elsewhere. 
S7.-Evasion of postage duties. 
aB.-The practice of clubhing. 
S9.-Description of 'he practice in . 

the Bombay Presidency. 
, 60-6I.-Extent to llhlch it is carried. 

62.-Practice recognized by Go
vernment • 

63.-Means of preventing it. 
64.-To what causes the practic~ is.. 

owing. 
65.-Private Dawks. 
66.-In.Bembay. 
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67.-Nizamut Dawlt. 
68.-In the N orth·west Provinces. 
60.-0ude. 
70.-Rajpootana. 

, ,7.L~Madras. 
72-73.-.Banghy Parcels. 
74-76.-Prlvilte M~ssengers. 

77.-Means of prevention. 
78-80.-Effect of the penny; postage 

in the United Kingdom. 
81.-Efl'ect of r~ducing postage. in 

the United States of Ame
rica. 

82.-Comparison ·between pennY' 
postage in England. and 
half anna postage in India. 

,83.-Elfect of former . .reduction of 
postage.in India. 

<841-Whether the uniform rate of 
postage on a single letter 
shall be an anna or half an 
anna. 

85.-Financial result of either plau. 
,S6.-Mixed plan suggested. Ob·, 

jections. 
·S7 ...... 0bjection to half anna rate of 

postage on the ground of its 
being apparently less than, 
the cost of each letter to the 
'Post-office. Objectio.n an
swered. 

:88.---What incrE!ase of correspond-
ence necessary to remuuerate 
the Post-office for loss by 
reduction of postage. Half' 
anna rate recommended. 

89.-SufficiencY' of present means 
" of conveyance. 

'90.-Means of reducing· the weight 
of, the Mails. 

91..,.-.Half anna postage on charge
able, letters more ,than suffi
cient to defray their cost. 

92.-Law Papers, &c. 
93 • ......:.Ship-letter postage. 
94.-Alteration recommended. 

'!lB.-Expense entailed on the Post-
office by the maintenance 
oflsteilm communication be
tween ;aombay.and Kun'a
ehee. 

96.-Extra bountyon transfer letters. 
97.-Steam postage. 
98.-Proposal of .Her Majesty's 

Postmaster-general. 
99.-Consolidated postage on 

steamer letters. 
IOO.-Present system of taxinG' 

steamer letters in India. D 

IOl.-Steamer letters to /lnd from 
Presidency Towns and other 
sea-pOl'ts. 

" 102-103.-Consolidated rate recom
mended. 

" 
" 

I04.-Soldiers' letters. 
l05.-,-Alternative suggested, but net 

recommended. 
I06.-Prepayment of steam postage 

should be compulsory. 

Para. 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

" 
" 

." 

" 

". 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 

" 
" 
II. 

" 

II. NEWSPAPER POSTAGE.' • 

l07.-Number and weight of News
papers passing through the 
Post-office. 

lO8.-Distances to ~hich they. are 
sent, and postage on them. 

I09.-Distinction between imported 
and local N ewspapfilS should 
be discontinued. 

1l0.-Newspapers chiefly sent to 
Europeans. • 

ilI.-Newspapers in the United 
Kingdom. 

112.-Stamp tax on all Newspapers. 
118.-Argumentinsupportofastamp 

tax on Newspapers. 
IH.-Stamp tax not recommended. 
I 15.-Expense of Newspapers ·to the 

Post Office. 
116.-Eft'ect of uniform rate of two 

annas., N 0 pr~sent change 
recommended. • 

117.-Uniform rate of two annas the 
most suitahle. 

118.-Proposal . to increaRe the 
chargeable weight of single 
Newspapers not supported. 

119.-N ewspapers may be sent 
otherwise than by post. 

120.-.Ship-)?ostage on Newspapers. 

III. POSTAGB$tAMPS. 

,121.-Payment by means of stamps. 
122.-0pinions. 
123.~Ml·. Tayler. 
1.24..-Mr. Riddell. 
125.-Mr. Ravenscroft. 
,126.-Mr. Brown. 
127.-Pl1blic bodies. 
128.-0fthe Native community. 
129.-0bjediori to theusepfstamps 

in India, founded on sup
posed facilities for forgery. 

130.-0bjection founded on probable 
loss b, the fraud of distri-' 
buting agents. 

181.-Advantages of stamps. 
, 182.-Stamps not a perfect security 

against fraud. 
133.-Use of stamps, how far con

nected with unIform postage. 
184.-Use of stamps should be com. 

pulsory in aU cases of pre
payment. 

" .135-136.-Description of stamp proposed 
for India. ' 

" 

." 

" 

" 

137.-French postage s~alnps. Risk 
of forgery less In India than 
,elsewhere. 

138.-Number of stamps required 
annually. 

139.-High value stamps for steam 
and Banghy }lostage. Me
daliion stamps how made. 

Ho.--High value stamps how to be 
supplied. Prohable number 
annually required. 'Stamped 
envelopes inapplicable to 
India. 
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Para. 

" 
" 
" 

" 

" 
" 

" 

14l.-Stamps how tu be distributed. 
u2..-0bjection to sale of stamps at 

Post-offices, groundless. 
U3.--0bjection made to the sale of 

• stamps a~ Police Thannas. 
144.-Prohibition of charging more 

than their fixed- price for 
Stamps. Stamps not to be 
affixed to letters by Post-, 
office servants. 

145.-0bliterating stamps. 

IV.-PREPAYMEIIT. 

~46.-Prepayment. 

147.-Compulsory prepayment by 
stamps thSl most perfect,· 
system. 

U8.-Question of prepayment ap
plied to Imlia .• 

", 149-152.-Practices- by which postage is 
evaded on letters which 
nevertheless answer-the par
pose of their writers. 

" 

" 

" 

153.-Frauds practised on the pub
lic through bearing letters. 

154.-Fraudil practised on ,the 
Govennment by its own ,ser
vants. • 

IM.-Cases in wjlich compulsory 
prepayment would be a 
hardship. 

" 156-159.-Advantages of prepayment. 
,.,,' l60.-0bjections- _to- prepayment. 

Overruled. • 

" 
I6I,-The result of a sudden resort 

to compulsory prepayment 
uncertain. 

" 162-163.-Bearing letters to be charged. 
double. 

." 164"'165.-0bjection. Objection an-
swered. 

" 166"167.-Exceptions. 

" 
" 
". 

" 

" 

" 

" 
" 
" 

" 

" 

V.-FRANKIN,G. . 
168.- Des~ription of Frank. 
169.-0~~nions of Postal. ,Anthori· 

ties. 
170.-0pinion of P~stmaster·gene

ral, N orth·west Provinces. 
17l.-Messrs. Tayler and Bennett's 

opinion. 
172.-l\Iadras Postmaster.general's 

opinion. 
173.-0pinion of the Postmaster

general of Bombay. 
174.-Privileged Franking. Pri-
, vileg-e unrestricted. 

175.-Used to an extent not in
tended. 

176.-lts abolition recommended. 
177--:0pinion of former Post·office. 

Committee as to privileged 
letters. 

178.-Exemption from actual pay
ment of postage when on the 
Public ~ervice. 

179.:....Soldiers' and Sailors' franked 
JeUt:rs. Restriction not at
tended to. Reason of this. 

B2 

Para.18o-181.-The present sinJ;le we{ght BUt'" 
ficient. Abolition of the pri
vilege recommended. 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

182.-A low rate of postage more 
ad vantageous. 

183.-Rule allowing letters from re
lations ofSepoys to pass free. 
Not generallY' acted on.-

184.-The obange not unacceptable 
to the Sepoy in some cases. 

185.-Wantof-a rural Post felt by 
Sepoys. 

186.-No District Posts in Oude. 
187~-Returns of Sepoys' letters. 
IBB.-The present high rates of post-

age restrictive of Sepoys' 
correspondence. 

" ,189"'190.-Rurther privileges considered 
and their discontinuance ad
vocated. 

" 

" 
" 

191.-"-COI·respondence respecting 
I< Family Remittances" con
sidered as 00. Public Service. 

192.-0fficjal Franks. 
19:1.-Evidence on tbe subject. 

'Opinions 'of Postal Authori
ties. 

" 194-195.-Different plaos considered. 
. 196.- Service Stamps • 

197.-0bjections to their use. 
198.-Blan proposed. 

" 
" 
" 
" 
'" 

199.-0bjects in view. 
,200.-Postage on Service Letters 

should. be a public charge. 
" 201-202.-Lists of. persons 6uthorized to 

send letters at the public 
charge reviewed. 

". 203.-Revised Lists submitted. To 
be printed in the ElIglish 
and vernaeular<languages • 

" 204-205.-System oe charging and ac· 
counting: for postage further 
explained. 

. " 

" 
. " 
" 

., 

" 

206_Form' of address on Service 
Letters. The cover of every 
service letter to be signed. 

207.-An anllUaf return to be sent to. 
Government. 

208.-A perfect check'not feasible. 
209.-Further l!Uggestions. Smaller-

. sized paper to be used in 
some cases. Letters exceed· 
ing 12 tolahs to be scot by 
Banghy,except under certain 
pircnmstances and when duly 
certified. Penal to enclose 
a private letter. Letters not 
strictly on public service to. 
be subject to postage. Offi
cial Gazettes. sent..by post to 
be lightened. 

VI.-GENERAL MANAGEMENT. 

210.-General plan fol" the whole-of 
India. 

211.-Separation of-the functions ()f 
the Postmaster-general from 
those of Postmaster. of a 
Presid~;cy town. 

212.-Inconvenience arising fi'om 
the union of the tWQ offices, 



12 ,PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

Para: 

" 

" 

" 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

213.-Postmaster-general of the 
North-west Provinces is not 
directly connected with any 
Post-office. 

214.-Present Deputy Postmasters
general to be ,Postmasters 
of the Presidency towns. 

215.-Postmasters-general should 
travel ,and inspect Post
offices and lines of road as 
frequently as possible. 

216.-Present allowances of Post-
masters-general. 

217.-Proposed allowances. 
218.-Present allowances of Deputy 

Postmasters-general. 
219.-Proposed allowances. 
220.--Presidency Post-offices not 

to be General Post-offices. 
221.-0ffice of Superintendent of the 

Calcutta General Post-office 
may be abolished. 

" 222-225.-Comparative Statement of the 
number of Clerks employed 
at each General Post-office. 

" 226.-Future arrangement of busi
_ 'siness at the Presidency Post

offices. 

" 
227.-Correspondence Department. 

" 22S-230.-Account and Cash :Qepart
ment. Present mode of pre
paring Post-office accounts. 

" 

" 

,', 

231.-Proposed alteration in the 
. mode of preparing Post

office accounts. 
232.-Mode of bringing to account 

the postage on unpaid letters. 
233.-Enoneous mode of bringing 

ship and ,steam postage to 
account. 

234.-Cash-keeper and Accountant 
should. be one and the same 

• person. 
" 285-236.-Plan for general check of 

'Of 

" 

" 

postage accounts. 
237.-Inland Letter Mail Dispatch 

Department. 
238-.Checks heretofore used with 

the view of tracing letters. 
2a9.-Detailed registry of letters. . 
240.-Registration dces lIot cn!1ure ' 

tne safety of a lettel', or lead 
to its discovery if stolen. 

" 241-242 ....... Practice of giving receipts for 
ordinary letters does not pre
vail except in India. 

" 243.-Use of Post-office receipts in 
preventing dishonesty or neg-

, lect of private servants. 
" ~44-245.-Their use as evidence of a 

letter having been posted. 
Special Registration. 

" 
" 

" 

246.-Proposed routine ofbusiuess. 
247.-Receiving houses anI! letter 

, boxes. 
248.-Form of Chellan. 

." 249.-Special Registration. 
" ~50-251.-Inland L'!tter Mail Receipt De

partment. Proposed routine 
of business. 

Para. 

" 
" 

252.-Peo~s' delivery. 
253.-Window delivery. 
254.-Peo~s' accounts. 

" 255.-Refused letters. 
" 2li6.-Unclaimed letters. 
" 257.-Ship and Steam Depart~ent. 
" 258-259.-Steam Accounts. 
" 260-262.-Between India and Englalld. 

263-266.-Between the Presidency and 
" . Mofussil Offices. 
" 267-271.-Re-direction of Steamer let-

" 

" 
" 

,,, 

ters. • 
27l!.-Sorting office on board 

Steamers. 
273.-Banghy Department. 
274 • ...!..Proposed changes in. the-Ge

neral Management of the 
Post-office. 

275.-Transfer of Post-offices to 
Bombay. 

" 276-277.-Plan of Post-office lIIanage-

" 

" 
" . " 
" 

ment. 
278.-Rate of travelling and mode 

of conveyance. Bengal. 
279.-North West Provinces. 
280.-Madras. 
281.-Bombay~ 

282._Adoption of more rapid means 
of transit than foot runners. 

" 283-285.-Manual of Instructions to 
Postmaster,;. 

" 

" 
" 

286.-Practice of dispatch and ra-
• ceipt of letters at Mofussil 

Offices. Dispatch. 
287.-Receipt. 
288.-Forward letters. 

" 289-291.-Chellans. 

" 
" 

fl' 

292.-Dr. Paton's opinion. • 
293.-0pinion of the Postmaster

-general, North-west Pro
vinces. 

294.-ll.efu$ed and unclaimed letters. 
" 295.-Tran,sit bags. 
" 296.-Sorting offices. 
" 297-298.-Missing and missent letters. 

Fines. 

" 

" 
" 

299.-Pllblicity to be given to Post
office N oti ficatlons. 

300.-Addresses of Native letters. 
301.-Cross lines of postal commu

nication. 
302.-District posts in Presidency 

towns. 
" 303-304.-Moneyorders. 
" 80S-30S.-Proposed change in the con: 

, stitution of the Department. 
" 309-313.-Director-general of the Post

office of India. 

VII.-THB DANGHY. 

3l4.-EfFect of present rates of Ban-
ghy postage. , " 

" 315-316.-Propriety of reducing the pre
!'ent rates or not. 

" 317.-0pinion of tile Postmaster-
general North-west Pro
vince!§ on the point. 
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Para. 318.-The Bombay Postmaster-ge-
neral's opiDion. 

Para. 333.-Prepayment by stamps com
pulsory. 

" 319-321.-Actual charges not to be as
certained. 

" 336.-Present cost of conveyance. 
;. 337.-Rates proposed. 

" 
" 

32~.-The present rates yield a profit 
to the Dilpartment. 

323.-No reduction recommended. 
324.-Simplitication oftrellent rate3.' 

Lower rate 0 charge for 
pamphlets. 

" .338-341.-Proposal to establish a Book 
Post between England and 
India, considered. 

" 342. - Its adoption recommended. 

" 343. - Bullock train. 

" 325.-Reason of this. VIII.-DISTRIC'r DAWKS. 
" 326-327.-Furth,er advantages proposed. . . " 344.-Lower Provinces of Bengal. 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 

328.-Proposed rates of ordinary 
Banghy postage. 

329.-Financial result. 
330.-Limitation as to weight. 
331.-~hip Banghies. 
332.-Rate proposed on Ship Ban

ghies. 
333.-PrepaYIllent left optional. 
334.-Pamphlet Banghy. 

" 345-346.-N orth-west Provinces. 
" 347.-Madras. 
" (JJ8.-Bombay. 
" 349-355.-;Means for improving District 

Dawks. 

" 
356.-Recapitulation. 

" 
357.-Draft Act and Rules. 

·LIST . of the PAPERS accompanying the Report of the Commissioners for Post-office Inquiry 
to the Secretary to the Governm.ent of India, Home Department, dated 1st May 1851. 

No. 

" 

Appendix CA.) 

I.-Return of the number of paid and unpaid Letters, Law-papers, &c., and News
'papers, &c., and of Service and Free Covers, of all char~eable weights dis
patched by inland post from all the Post-offices in the Lower Provinces of 
the Bengal Presidency in four weeks - p. 103 

2.-Return of the number of paidand unpaid Letters, Law-papers, &c., and N ewe-
• papers, &c., and of Service and Free Covers, of all chargeable weie;hts dis

patched by inland post from all the Post-offices itl the North-West Provinces 
in four weeks - - - - - - - - - - - - p. 105 

" .. 3.-Return of the number of paid and ullpaid Letters, Law-papers, &c., and N ews
papers, &c., and of Service and Free Covers, of all chargeable weights dis
patched by inland post from all the Post-offices. in the Madras Presidency 
in four weeks - • p. 107 

" 4.-Return of the number of paid and unpaid Letters; Law-papers, &c., and N ews-
papers, &c., and of Service and Free Covers, of all chargl'able weights 
dispatched by inland post from all the Post-offices in the Bombay Presi-

. dency in four weeks - p. 109 
" 5.-Return of the number of paid and unpa~d Letters, Law-papel's, &c., and News-

papers, &c., and of Service and Free Covers, of aU chargeable weights 
dispatched by inland post from all the Post-offices in India in four weeks - p. III 

., 6.-Statement of the amoullt of po,;tage due on chargeable Letters, Law-papers,&c., 
dispatched by inland post from all the Post-offices in India during four 
weeks, with a calculation of the same for one year - - - - - p. 118 

~, 7.-Statement showing the amount of postage that would have been realised on 
chargeable Letters, Law-papers, &c., dispatched by inland post from all the 
Post-offices in India at an uniform rate of one anna the 1 tolah, with an 
ascending scale of 1 tolah, Ii tolah, 2 tolahs, and afterwards by tolah9, for 
four weeks, and for one year - - - - - ~ - - - p. U3 

" S.-Statement showing the amount of postage that would have been realised on 
chargeble Letters, Law-papers, &c., dispatched by inland post from all the 

Po"t-offices in India at an uniform rate of I an anna the ! tolah, with an 
ascending scale of l tolah, 1 tolah, 'I 6 tolah, 2 tolahs, and afterwards by tolahs 
for four weeks, and for one year - - - - - - - - p. 11 4, 

"1 9.-Statement showing the amount of postage that would have been realised on 
chargeable Letters, Law-papers. &c., dispatched by inland post from all the 
Post-offices in India at a rate of i an anna the t tolah on Letters, Law-papers, 
&c., sent to distances not exceeding 100 miles, and an anna the l tolah 
on all other Letters, Law-papers, &c., with an ascending scale of j tolah, 
1 tolah, It tolah, 2 tolahs and afterwar~s by tolah8 - p. 114, 

B3 

• 
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,No. 10.-Return of the. actual weigh,meut of Letters and Newspapers, at the- Calcutta 
GeneraL Post-office, showirlg the difference betweelf their chargeable and 
actual weights - p. 115 

" ll.-Statement of the number, char~abJe weight and estimated :actual. weigh~ o! all 
Covers dispatched by inland post from all the .Post-offices In India m a 
period pf four weeks ; sh~winO" ah.o the proportionate number and weight • 
and the averll-ge weight of each" description of Cover - ;. p. 115 

12.-:Statement of the actual charges of the Post-office in India (exclusive of those 
" debitable to passeDO'er and bullock train establishments). for one year, distin

guishing between .c°ost of receipt and' distribution, cost of inland transit, and 
miscellaneous. charges - - - - - - - • - - p. 116 

IS.-Statement of the estimated number and actual wei~ht ofchargeabJe and Service 
" Covers dispatGhed.by inland post from all the Post-offices -'Of India in one 

year, and the average cost of receiving and.distributing and ~ conveying eacti 
description of Cover - - - - -. ,- • - - - p. 118 

" 14.-Statement of'the number and proportion of paid and ullpaid chargeable; Lette~8 
of each weight dis~tched by, inland post from all tbe Post-offices m India 
in a period of four weeks - - - p. 118 

" 15.--Statement Dr, the lIumber and propo~tion of chargeabl~ Letters dispat~hed ~y 
inland, post to each chargeable distance' from all the Post-offices In India 
in a period offour weeks - ,- - - ~. - - p. HS, 

" 16.-Return ~f the number of paid and bearing·Native and European Letters dis-
patched by inland post in onll week from certain Post-offi.ces in th& Bengal 
Presidency - p. 119 

" 17.-Statement of the number and nominal postage on Free and Service Letters and 
Gazettes dispatched by inland post from all the Post-offices in India in a 
period of 28 days, with a calculation ofthe same for one year - p. 119 

" IS.-Return of the establishment maintained in connexion with the Nizamut Dawk , 
'between Calcutta and Moorllhedabad. • p.: 12a. 

." 19.-Return of the, number" weight, and postage- of Clubbed: Letters, said to have 
been posted, and received at t.he Post-offices of Baroda, Kaira, Ahmedabad, 
Dholera and Bhownuggur from the 20th June to the 19th November 1850 - p. 121 

" 20.-Statement showing the weight of Banghy Parcels carried in the Mail Cart from 
Allyghur Post-office, during the month of January 1851 "- - p. 121 

" 21.-Memorandum of the weight ot Banghy, Parcels dis'patched from ana received 
at the Benares Post-office in the Mail Cart, durmg the month of January 
1851 p. 122-

" 22.-.Actual Receipts of the General and Subordinate Post·offices in the Bengal 
Presidency for 12 yeats eliding with 1848-49 - - - - - _ p. 122 

" ·23.-Actual cnarges of the General and Subordinate Post-offices in the Bengal 
:Presidency for 12 years ending with 1848-49 - - - - • _ p. 123 

" 24.-Actual Receipts of the Subordinate Post-offices. ot the North-western' Pro-
. vinces for IS years, or from 1887-88 to 1849-50 - - - _ • p. 123. 

" 25.-Actual charges of the General and Subordinate Post·offices in the North-
western Provinces for 13 years. or from 1837-S8 to 1849-50 - - _ p. 124 

" 26.--8tatement o£ Receipts and Disbnrsements.of the General and Subordinate Post-. 
officesjn the Madras Presidency from 1839-40 to 1848.,..49 _ p. 124 

" 27.~ctuaL. Receipts,o( the GeneraL and, Subordinate Post-offices in the Bombay 
Presidency for 12 yeal's ending with 1848 ... 49 - -, - - - _ p. 125 

" 28.-.-Actual, charges. of, the General and Subordinate· Post-offices in the Bombay 
Presidency for 12 years ending with 1848-49 '- - - • _ _ p. 125-

" 29._Aotual Receipts·and. charges of. all ih; Post-offices in India' from 1887-88' to 
1849-60,-

- p. 
" 'BO.-Statement sllOwing the weight of Mails received at~ and dispatched from the 

I Calcutta General Po!'t-office 011 each line of the road for a fortnic:rht from 1st-

126, 

to 15th November 1850 • _. b 

" 30!;-Statement Ahowing the numbel' of' Bags received' at and dispatched from the 
Ca!cutta General Post-office to Bombay, with the Ove,rland Mail, and their
:weIght - _. _. _ 

" 81.-Statement showing the weight of, 'the Dawk Mails received at and dispatched 
from the Madras General Post-office in the month of June 1850 '_ _ 

" 82.--Statement showing. the average daily weight at present carried by ~tter Mail 
on the s~veral lines of post under the. control of the Postmaster-c:reneral of' 
13ombay; ~nd th~ aggregate' weight which the means of conv~yance at 
present aval~able Will carry _ _ _ _ _ _' ~ _ _ 

", 33.-St3;tement of Correspondence passing.. through the Madras. General Post offic 
~n March of each year from 1839 to 1850 _ _ _ _ _' _ ~ 

" 34.-Illcrea~e of Correllpondence since the reduction of, postage in 1839 in the Mo 
fussli Post~offices ~f the. Madras Presidency, _ _ _ _ _ : 

" 35.-Retuln.of Shlp,.Letters, Newspapers and Parcels dispatched ,b sea from the 
Post-offices In tha Bengal Presidency, from 1st to 28th July {S50 _. _ 

p. 128 

p. 130 

p. 130 

p. IS2 

p. 134 

p. 135· 

p. 136· 
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No. 36.-Return of Ship Letters, Newspapers and .Parcels dispatched by sea from 
the Post-offices in the Madras PresidE.,!}cy, from 1st 'to 28th July 1830 in-
clusive - -, - p. 137 

" 37.-Return of Ship Letters, Newspapers and Parcels dispatched by sea from tlie 
Post-offices in the .Bombay Presidency, from the 1st to the 28th July 1850, 

'both inclusive • • - p. 138 
" 38.":"Return showing the N amber of Covers imported at and exported from the Cal-

, cutta General Post-office per Peninsular and Oriental Company's Steamers, 
from 1846 to 1850 - - p. 139 

" '38j.-Statement sho\ving the number- of Steam Covers 'received at 'and 'dispatched 
from Singapore, Penang and Malacca ,Post-offices per Peninsular and 
Oriental Company's Steamers in each.yearfrom 1845 to 1850 - - - p. 140 

" 39.,StatemE'TIt of ,the number of Letter, and Newspapers dispatched 'and received 
'by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Company's Vessels at Madras in each 
year from 1845 to 1850' - - p. 141 

" 40.-Return showing the number of CaverI' dispatched from the Bombay General 
Post-office by the Mail Steamers in each year since A. D. 1841 - . - - p. 142 

" 41.~List of Newspapers dispatched from the Calcutta General Post-office on the 
20th February 1851 - - - - - - - :. - - p. 14,4 

" 42.-Statement showing theuverage weight of one copy of each of the Newspapers-
dispatched from the Madras General Post-office - - - - - p. 144 

" 43.-Statement of the amount of postage due on chargeable Newspapers, &c., dis-
patched by inland post from all the Post-offices in India during four weeks, 
with a calculation of the same for one year - p. 145 

". '44.-Statement showing the number of Country LetterS 'and Gazettes rejected un- ' 
• opened at Calcutta, and which have been returned to the sender from July 

to December 1849 - -. - p. 145 
" 45.-Statement showing the particulars of the unclaimed Letters at the Calcutta 

General Post-office during the months of J an'lRry, February and March 
1849 '- - p. 146 

" 46.-Return of unclaimed Letter~ received by the Postmaster-general, Agra, from 
the Po~t-office'!, North-western Provinces, and forwarded for -delivery 
during the year 1849 - - .. ~ '-, - - - - - 'p. 148 

";, 47.-Statement showing the'number of'unclaimed Letters opened in the office of the 
Postmaster-general, A~ra; and "the value of the contents for 1849-50 - - p. 149 

OJ 48.-Return of the number of Covers rejectcd unopened in Madras in 1849 - p. 151 

" 49.-Return of the number of Unclaimed, Dead and Refused Letters opened at the 
Madras Ge~eral Post-office in each of the five years ending with 1849, 
specifying the number in which money or valuables were found - - - p. 151 

" 50.-Return showing the number of Covers rejected unopened in Bombay during 
the year 1849. and returned by post to the senders - - - - ~ p. 152 

., 51.-Statement showing the number of Inquiries in detail made at the.Agra Post-
• master-gf)neral's Office regarding missing Letters and Packets during the 

year 1849-50 - - _. - p. ]53 
" 52.-Number and result of Inquiries for missing Letters under each Postmaster in 

the Madras Presidency in each year from 1846 to 1850 - p. 154 

" 53.-..,Statement showing the number of Letters (franked, paid and bearing) dis
patched and received by the Commissioned Native Officers, and Non
commissioned Officers aud men of the Regiments in the Bengal and Agra 
Presidencies - - p. 155 
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REPORT of the COMMISSIONERS for POS~:-OFFICE INQUIRY. 

From 'the Commissioners for Post-office Inquiry to F. J. Halliday, Esq., 
Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department; dated Fort William; 

• 1 May 1851. 

Sir, 
WITH reference to our letter, dated 7th February last, we have now the 

honour to submit a joint report on the result of our inquiries into the Post
office of India, and on the means which we consider practicable of rendering it 
more efficient, and more extensively conducive to the convenience of the public 
than it hitherto appears to have been. 

2. We were directed, in your letter of the 9th April 1850, carefully to inquire Instructions to 
into and report upon the system of postal commumcatlOIi as it exists in the Commissioners. 
several Presidencies, upon the numerous defects which appear in the opera-
tion of that system, and upon the remedies which have been suggested and 
appear to be feasible. We were also especially directed to consider the several 
schemes which have been proposed, either for' the introduction of an uniform 
low rate of postage such as b.as for some time been established in England, or 
for the formation of some other system which shall approximate to the English 
system as closely as the different condition and circumstances of the two 
countries allow. Further,' we were directed to report our opinion on the prac-
ticability of forming such a, plan as would be applicable to the whole of th,e 
British territories in India. 

3. We have divided the subject of our inquiry into the following heads : 
1. Postage on Letters. 5. Franking. 
'2. Postage on Newspapers. 6. General Management. 
3. Postage Stamps. 7. The Banghy. 
4. Prepayment. 8. District Dawks. 

I, POSTAGE ON LETTERS. 

Division of the 
subject. 

4. The primary obJect to which we conceive it to have been the desire of Uniform postag-e. 
Government that we should give our attention, is that of' ascertaining wheth~r 
a low uniform postage on letters, such as has been adopted in the United 
Kingdom, is ~pplicable to India; and if so, what rate of single postage and what 
scale of weight are most suitable to the' circumstances of the country. 

5. Before reporting the result of our inquiries on this point, we deem, it Whet?er the Post
essential to notice a fundamental question upon the determination of which will o!li

d
ce IdS to be con-

f 
d nd · d h d . f hi hid • 81 ere a source 0 epe ,In a great egree, tea optIon 0 any measure w c may ea even to revenue. 
a temporary diminution of the receipts of the Post-office. That question is, 
whether the Post-office is to be regarded as a source of revenue, or as an execu-
tive department of the State which it is politic and necessary to maintain in 
efficiency, not only for the immediate purposes of Government, but for tb,e • 
diffusion of knowledge, the encouragement of trade, and the co.nvenience of 
every individual of the many millions who are subject to the Government of the 
East India Company, and of the native states in subordinate alliance with it. 

6. If the word revenue be taken to mean nothing more than a surplus money Meaning of the 
income after payment of all expenses, there can of course be but one rational term" Revenue." 
answer to this question. The Indian Post-office never has been regarded as a 
source of revenue in that sense, nor indeed has it ever yielded a surplus money 
income worth considering. On the contrary, it has for some years been a 
source of tri;fl.ing expense,'" and the Government have repeatedly declared that 
so lnng as the department pays its own expenses nothing more is desired. , 

7. But in considering tbe obligations imposed upon the Government to put Either surplus 
the Post-office of India in the highest state 'of efficiency of which in existing moner income ~r 
circumstances it is capable, the term revenue must, in our judgment, bear a gratultous serVIce. 

wider meaning. The Government are, financially speaking, equally benefited • 
by the existence of a Post-office, whether it· yields a surplus income of so many 
lakhs of rupees, o~ whether it performs a service for the State which, in the 
absence of a Post-office, would involve the expenditure of a like sum. The 

• Appendix CA.), No. 29. 
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public dispatches musty even if there were no private correspondence or news
papers, be carried at an outlay little short of the amount now expended on the 
whole department; and, in so far as that outlay is diminished by the receipts 
arising £rom postage charged on letters and newspapers, so far does,t~e Govern
ment derive a revenue from the Post-office. 

8. We are far from saying that if, after satisfying every reasonable expec.
tation of the public, and placing the Post-office in an efficient state as respects 
the receipt, conveyance and delivery of letters, the receipts from postage should. 
e:x;ceed the expenditure of the department, ,the Government would not be per
fectly justified in appropriating the excess to the general purposes of state; but 
what we maintain is, that so long as the rates of postage press heavily on private 
correspondence, so long as the public are driven to !esort to cheaper, more 
secure. or more rapid, means of transmitting their letters than the. Post-office 
affords, the Government ought not to persevere in. demanding those rate~ of 
postage, or withhold the means necessary to ensure cheapness, s,afetyand qUlck
ness ~n the transmission of letters by post, upon the plea that tp.e Post-office. 
does no~ pay its expenses, when in re~lity the whole ot the public, and a con
siderable am9unt of privileged correspondence, forming altogeth~r 8;bout 5! per 
cent. of the whole weight of the covers convey~d by the mail, IS receIved, 
carried and delivereq almost free of expense to the Gover~ment, * the co~t of 
its transmission being levied, not on the community at large for whose benefit 
the service is performed, but on the small section of the community who, at the 
pl'esent high rates of postage, make use of the post 'for.the transmission of their 
private communications. When the Government constitutes a monopoly of th~ 
Post· office by prohibiting all persons under severe pemilty from carrying letter~ 
for hire without its permission, and when at the same. time it professes not to 
regard the Post-offiice as a source of revenue, we conceive that it is bound no 
less in fairness than in policy to convey all private correspondence, including 
letters, newspapers and packets of every kind, at the lowest reasonable charge, 
consistent with the re-payment of the same propOltion of the expenses of the 
department as is borne by the number and actual weight of that c~rrespon· 
dence to th~ numbe~ and actual weight of all th~ covers passing through the 
Post-9ffice. 

Objection~ to the 9. It has been 'objected to the introduction into India of a scale of postage 
principle o£uni~ fixt'd with reference to weight only and not to distance, that sucb a .scale is inap. 
fonr· P'hltage rd' :plicable to the circumstances of the country, the cost of conveyance bearing a 
app lca e to n la.. much larger proportion, to the whole exp~nses of the department than in the 

United Kingdom. In answer to this objection we beg to refer to the argument 
11:.v which the principle of uniformity of postage was maintained by the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons in 1838. It was calculated by the Com
mittee that the chargeable letters weighed about one-fifth ,of all the covers 
passing through the Post-office, that the total annual cost of transit was 
287,3061., and that consequently one-fifth only of that amount was the cost of, 
conveying th~ chargeable letters, the remainder being in the ,nature. of a tax, 
imposed by the State for conveying other documents free of charge. The num
ber of chargeable letters then passing through the Post-office of the United 
KiD;gdom in ~ year was about 77,500,000, and hence the average co~t of con-

: veymg each letter free o~ tax was taken to be 'i"f~kol., or a fraction less than 
two-elevenths of a penny, whiJ.e the tax itself was about eight-elevenths of a. 
penny., It was contep.ded that the State might with perfect fairness distribute 
the wh?le ~mo1,lnt of this tax in equal shares upon all chargeable letters each 
letter being in that ,case de~~~ed. with its share of the whol~ tax, being ~ight
eley-enths of a penny (!1n mv:ar1able. sum), plus a sum varying according to 
WeIght, but not exceeding on an average two-elevenths of a penny beina' the 
cost ?f cB;l'riage to ·the place to which each letter was conveyed. fh~ egst of 
tranSIt bemg found to be about two-fifths of the entire. charges of the Post-office' 

• and the chargeabl~ letters l?eing only one-fifth of the whole by weight, it wa~' 
further sho'Yll that the cost of conveying the chargeable letters was one-fifth of 
.two-fifths, or two twenty-fifths, that is, about eight per cent. of the whole charges 

, 'of 

~ Note,.-While the inIlI.I1d postage on chargeable covers pa~sing through the" Post-office in one 
year amounts to Rs. 16,84,471.5. 1., the postage chargeable on free and servi e t th 
rates is R&. 24,71,168. 15. 1. ' , c Covers a e same 
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of the department; and, taking into consideration the Revenue Tax, the cost of 
conveying the chargeable letters was found to be only one forty-second part of 
the postage levied on them. This small variable element was further shown not 
to be in proportion to the distance each letter was carried, but rather in the 
inverse proportion of the number of letters carried on any'given route. " On 
the whole, then," observe the Committee, " since the cost of transit, independent 
of the tax imposed for the purpose of franking. forms a very small part; of the 
whole charge, and small as it is, is not in proportion to distance; and since the 
other elements of cost ,are· invariable in their nature an:d wholly independent of 
t4e distance, the fafrest principle on which to regulate the postage rates, sup
posing there were no tax for the purpose of reveque, would be to make that 
rate uniform." , 

10. Now in India the whole charges of the Post-office at the three Presiden- Proportion of the 
cies, including the North-west Provinces' of Bengal, amounted, in the last costofconveying 

Year for which the accounts have been supplied to Rs.21 17676 '*' of which chargeable letters 
, '. ' ~ , to the whole Rs. 1l,69,791 was on account, of the cop.veyance 'of mland mails, Rs.7,25,987 charges ofthe 

on account of receipt and distribution, and Rs. 2,21,898 on account of pensions post-office, and to 
and of the conveyance of bang hies and ship-packets, so far as they can be sepa- the amount of 
rated from the other charges of the department. The actual weight of charge- inland postage. 
able letters, including law-papers, &c., is 18iH Fer cent., or less than one-fifth 
of all inland covers passing through the Post-office; t the remaining four-fifths 
consisting of official covers, which '3l'e carried' free, and newspapers, which are 
carried at' a very much lower charge, in proportion to their weight, than letters. 
The cost of chargeable inland letters is therefore 18'61 'per cent. of Rs.ll,69,791, 
equal to Rs. 2,17,698, 'or about 10 per cent. of the entire charges .of the Post-
office. In -the United Kingdom the postage on inland chargeable letters in 
1838 was sufficient to meet the expense of conveying all the inland mails as 
well as the entire cost of distribution, and to. leave a large surplus revenue besides. 
In India the postage on inland chargeable letters, after paying for their con-
veyance and distribution, contributes only in part towards the- conveyance and 
distribution of newspapers and franks.' The remainder is partly met by the 
postage on newspapers, and partly by a pa~ent from the general revenue. 
The to~al number of chargeable inland letters, including law papers, &c. passing 
through the Post-9ffice in· India in one year is 10,118,763; their actual weight 
3,142,779 tolahs ; . and the «ost of conveying them in proportion to their weight, 
3'442, or about ,0ne·t1$'d {)f an ~nna on each letter. The postage actually 
chargeable on these letters, at present rates, amounts to Rs. 14,30,001. 2.4.,1: that 
is to say, 2'251, or about 21 annas ~:m each letter; so that of the whole postage 
on chargeable letters, &c., 4-27ths is the variable element which represents the 
cost of conveyance, and depends in the case of each letter on a variety of cir-

• cumstances, of which the element of distance is only one; and the remaining 
23 parts is the constant element debitable equally to every letter without the 
least reference either to weight or distance. These pl"oportions differ somewhat 
from those which were found t() exist in the United Kingdom in 1838, partly 
because the number of chargeable letters pas~ing through the Post·office in 
India is smaller, partly because the rates of inlanQ.postage ~ India are lower, 
and partly also because the expense of carriage bears a larger, though not a much 
larger, proportion to the whole charges of the department. But still the variable I 

element, even in India, be8.:!'s a very small proportion to the whole charge; and, j 

as it will presently be shown that this _ element is not in proportion to distance, 
it must be concluded that in India as well as in the United Kingdom, the fairest 
principle on which to regulate the postage would be to make the single rate 
uniform. 

• 
11. That the cost of conveying a letter does not necessarily depend upon the Cost pf conveyance 

distance to which it is carried, is evident, if we suppose th~ simple case of two does n~t depend 
packets sent from th& same place in different directions; one, containing 100 upon dlStance. 
letters, to' a place 500 miles distant, and the other, containing 10 letters, to a 
place 100 miles distant. Supposing the cost of conveyance to be one anna a mile, 
then the expense of sending the first paoket woUld be 500 annas, or 5 annas for ' 
ea-ch letter, 'While the _ expense of sending the second packet would be 100 annas 
or H) annas for each letter, though the distance in the latter caSe is only one-

• Appendix (A.), No. 12. 
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fifth of what it is in "the 'former. Rates at postage regu1a~d by distance a~e 
obviously unfair as regards letters 'despatched under those CIrcumstances. It IS 
far more correct to say that the cost of conveying each letter varies inversely with 
the, number pf letters conveyed. . . ' 

12. But further, all long routes are necessarily made up of numerous' shorter 
ones, and, except in particular instances; the establishment necessary for carry
ing the mails from one Post-office to another, on any given line of road, suffices 
to carry the mails from one end of the line to the other without any additional 
expense.' An average rate of postage that will defray the cost of transportation 
on the short routes will, in the aggregate, defray the whole cost of transporta- ' 
tion; "and hence," as we find expressed in' a report ,by the Assistant Postm8:Ster
general ofthe United States of America, "there.is no reason, looking to cost of 
transportation as the only element 'of postage, for making any additional or 
further charge upon letters conveyed over the long distances." 

13. The truth of this proposition is so clear as to be self-evident, where only one 
runner is employed to carry the mails j and this is the case on by far the gr~atest 
extent of post road throughout India. Between every two stations connected 
by postal communication, there must of necessity be maintained at least one set 
of runners; and it is therefore' obvious that on a long line of road, where the car
riage of the correspondence from one terminus to the other requires no addi
tional means of conveyance, no more expense is incurred than if the correspond
ence were confined to that passing from one intermediate station to another. 
Supposing, for instance, that the mails from Benares to Peshawur could be 
.carried by a single set of runners,. it would be 'absurd to. say that letters sent 
'from Benares to Peshawur cost the Post-office anything in proportion to the 
distance. ,An establishment must be entertained to take letters as far as Attock, 
the next nearest station to Peshawur, and the 'only expense entailed by convey .. 
ing them to Peshawur is the pay of the runners between those' two places. 

14. The proposition is almost equally true where~ in consequence of the nature 
of the roads, 'foot ruuners only Cal\, be 'employed, but where the weight of the, 
mails l;'equires the employment of more than one set of runners. An instance 
of this is found on the nOJ,"tbern road from Calcutta. On this road three wallets 
are despatched every day from' the General Post-office by three sets of runners. 
One 'contains the let~e:rs fdr Dum Dum, Baraset,Ranaghat, Kishnaghur and 
Merai. The 'other two contain the letters 'for Berhampore and the forward 
stations. At Berhampore the dawk ,is divided into three despatches; one to 
Bhaugulpore, Purneah and other parts of Behar; another to Maida and the 
stations in, North-east Bengal and Assam ; and a third to Bauleah and a 'few 
.other stations in, that direction. Now according to the principle above explained, 
,the expense of carrying the first wallet is properly chargeable to the Dum Dum, 
Baraset, Ranaghat, ~ishnaghur and Merai letters according to the distance of 
each Post-office from the one immediate~y in rear. The letters for Berhampore 
itself, which are usually sufficient to fill one wallet, are chargeable with the whole 
expense of one set of runners from Calcutta to Berhampore. The letters for 
stations immediately beyond Berhampore, on the diverging lines of road are 
chargeable jointly 'With the expense of one set of runners from Calcutta to 'Ber
hampore, and severally with t~at of one set of runners from Berbampore 
onwards. But the letters to more distant places are debitable only with the 
expens~ of. carrying one wallet between 'each station and the one immediately 
preceding It. Thus the letters to Malda (the next Post-office beyond Berham
pore on the North-east Branch) are chargeable with one-third of the expense of 
a set of runn.ers from Calcutta to Berhampore, and with the whole expense of a 
set from Berhampore to MaIda. But the l~tters to Dinagepore (the next forward 
station) are chargeable only with the expense of one set from Malda to Dinage
pore, because the set of runners betw:een Calcutta and Malda must have been 
entertained. ~f Malda had been the terminal. statio~, ~nd no such place as, Dinage
pore had eXIsted. ,In the s~e way, foll~wmg this line of road to its extremity, 
the letters f~om. Calcutta to Dlbroogurh, 1D Assam; are chargeable only with the 
expense of carrlage from the penultimate station of Jorehaut (a distance of "'0 
miles), . while those from Calcutta to Berhampore are chargeable with the 
whqle .expense of one set of runners for llS, miles, and those,to Malda with 
one-t~ll'd of the cost of a set of runners for'lIS miles, and the whole cost for 
73 miles. ' 

15. The 
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15. The next 'case to be cot;lsidered is that of a mail cart, the fastest,lDost Mail cart. 
suitable, and, with reference to speed, the. least expensive kind of conveyance" 
which the country affords, and the one which the Government has considered it 
expedient to adopt wherever the state of the roads renders it practicable to do 
so. ~e prin¢palline upon which the mails are carried in carts,·, is the grand 
trunk-road from Calcutta to Lahore. .Now, to whatever point on this road the 
Government would cpnsider itself bound to ,convey the mails from Calcutta at 
the same rate of speed ,as at present, upon the supposition that there were no 
stations in advance, the whole expense of conveying all the mails up to that 

, point is chargeable upon the letters sent to that point, and no part of it upon the 
letters sent tQ more distant places. For instance, if the point be fixed at Benares~ 
the letters to Benares should bear all the expense of carriage between that city 
and C~cutta;. those to ~lahabad all the expense of carriage from Benares to 
Allahabad; and those to Lahore all the expense of carriage from Umritser; and 
no more, though the distance between the two last-mentioned places is only 35 
miles. If the point be fixed at Burdwan, then, supposing that an equal number 
and weight of letterS' are dispatched from Calcutta to Burdwan and to Lahore, it 
is manifest' that each letter sent to Burdwan, a distance of 72 miles, will cost the 
Goverment more than each letter sent to Lahore~ a distance of 1,214 miles; and 
as the letters to Lahore and the more distant stations ip. the Punjaub are more 
numerous than the letters to Burdwan, the difference of cost on each letter is 
still further increased by that cause. ' 

16. The only apparent exception is that of the lines of road from Bombay to Lines ofrond from 
Calcutta and Agra respectively, where an expensive establishment is kept up for 'Bo;baydtoA Cal
the sole purpose.o( conveying the overland mails from one end of the line to the cu a an gra. 
other. ,Here,. however, a contrary principle, equally inimical to the charge of 
postage by distance,is brought into action. The conveyance of the correspond-
ence between: either end of the line and any intermediate point in it, or from one 
intermediate point to another, costs absolutely nothing.* The whole establish-
ment must be entertained for carrying the mails from one end of the line to the 
other, whether there be any intermediate communication by post or not. The 
expense, moreover, ,beyond that of ~ single line o( runners, is incurred almost 
exclusively for the convenience of the Government and of the European portion 
of the ,community; and as the aggregate length of the two lines makes but a 
small part of the whole length of postal communication in India, the ,peculiar 
circumstances above referred to; ought not to offer any 6bstacle to the introduc-
tion,of a system of postage devised for the benefit of the whole country .. 

17. It being therefore shown that the cost of conveying letters does not depend No special objec
upon the distance to which they are 'conveyed, but rather upon the number of tio; to adopti~n of 
letters dispatched from and received at eath Post-office, upon their weight, upon I:~i~rm rate In 

the mode of conveyance used, and upon the accidental circumstances that deter-
mine the various points along the several lines of road at which the whole bulk 
of the mails may be carried by a larger or smaller number of runners, or hy a 
speedier 'mode of conveyance; and it having been also shown that the whole cost 
of' conveying c4argeable letters is but a small fraction of the postage levied on 
them, we are clearly of opinion that the adoption of an uniform rate of postage, if 
otherwise desirable, ought not to be denied to the people of India upon the ground 
of any supposed difference in this respect be~ween the circumstances of this 
country and those of others in which a system of uniform postage has already 
been introduced. 

18. The 

• Note.-The thorough and intermediate correspondence on the road between Calcutta and Bombay • 
.calculated on the returns of four"Weeks, is, fot: one yeal', as follows: 

Chargeabl¢ letters, &0. - .. 361,3113 

Chargeable newspapers - , _--I' 92,358 
Service letters 128,805 
Servioe gazettes - 7,195 

TOTAL Covers - -I 589,721 

The postage chargeable OD these covers to private i~dividuals and public departments, at 8n uniform 
rate of! an anna the i tolah for letters, and of 2 aDnllS the 36 tolahs for newspapers, would to about 
lts.75,000. 1'he actual expense now incurred for conveyance on this line is Rs. 169,610. 

C3 
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Schemes ot Post- .. 18. The following schemes of Post-office reform appear to have been already 
office re orm aI- submitted to Government: . 
ready submitted 
to Government. 

Limitation of the 
question. 

1st. The proposal of Mr. Tay'l~r, the Postmaster-general of Bengal, to impose 
uniform .rates of postage on letters and newspapers without reference to distance, 
combined with compulsory prepayment and the use of stamps. . The rates first 
proposed by Mr. Tayler were three annas on letters and two annas on newspapers, 
but in a subsequent communication Mr. Tayler proposed two annas on letters, 
and one anna on newspapers. 

2d. The proposal of the Postmaster-general of Madras to adopt a scale of 
postage, graduated according to distance, the rates being half an anna to all 
'places- within 100 miles, one anna for all places withi,n 200, miles, and. two 
annas for all places more than 200 miles distant. • 

3d. The proposal of the Postmaster-general of Bombay to adopt an uniform 
anna postage on letters and newspapers. . ' 

4th. The proposal of the Bombay Government to adopt an umform postage 
of half an anna on the half tolah, with an additional half anna for every extra 
half tolah. 

5th. The proposal of the .Postmaster-general of the North-west Provinces to 
adopt an uniform postage of half an anna on one-eighth of a tolah, and an ad. 
ditional half anna for every additional eighth of a tolah. 

6th. The proposal of the Lieutenant-governor of the North-west Provinces 
to substitute a stamp on newspapers, for the postage charge. 

. 7th. The Governor-general Lord Hardinge's proposal to adopt. a si!lgle 
.. uniform postage of one anna on every letter under one-quarter tolah In weIght, 

and half postage of six pies on ~ery letter under one-eighth tolah in weight, 
the ascending scale of weight above one-quarter tolah remaining as at present. 

8th. Mr. R. N. C. Hamilton's proposal to make the lowest rate of postage 
one anna on the tolah, with additional rates, according to distance, up to eight 
annas on distances of· 500 miles and upwards; and to introduce compulsory 
prepayment and the use of postage stamps. 

9th. The Bombay Postmaster-general's proposal to equalize the rates of 
postage on imported and Indian newspapers, and to make a charge for delivering 
newspapers imported by steamer in the Presidency towns. 

10th. Lieutenant Staples' plan for abolishing the detailed registry of letters; 
for making the Post-ofJice clerks, postmasters; for adopting ari uniform. rate of 
one anna on all letters not exceeding half a tolah in weight; for introducing 
compulsory prepayment and, the use .of stamps; for the entire abolition of 
franking; for appointing one Postmaster-general for the whole of India; and 
fOr extending the Post-office system into native states. 

19. We may at once put aside the consideration of so much of any of the 
above schemes as provides for the adoption of a lower rate of postage than half 
an anna, or a smaller chargeable weight than one-quarter of a tolah, either for 
the unit, or for the ascending grades of the scale. These excessively minute 
subdivisions. of charge and weight have been proposed for the purpose of 
putting a stop to the practice of clubbing, that is, of enclosing two or more 
letters to different persons under one envelope, thus bringing under charge 
every letter sent through the Post ·office; and also for giving the native com
munity the means of corresponding by post at the smallest possible cost. We 
are of opinion that the former object will be attained by means which we shall 
presently explain, and that any possible additional advantage in that respect 
that might, be gained by adopting so minutely divided a scale would be neu~ 
tralized by the labour and delay imposed on the Post-office e~tablishment in 
determining the precise c~argeable weight of each letter, and in dealing with 
those of extremely small SIze, as well as by the difficulty which the public would 
necessarily fe~l in ascertaining precisely th~ amount of postage to, which their 
letters were liable. On the other hand, the averaO'e cost of conveying each 
chargeable letter being one-third of an anna.,:1« and the expense of receiving and 
~elivering it considerably more, there seems no reason why-the smallest and 
lIghtest letter should be charged at less than the present minimum rate of half 
an anna (equal to about three farthings), especially when it is not found that 

, lo" that 
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that rate interferes materially with the correspondence of parties residing within, 
100 miles of each.other. 

20. It will also narrow the question for discussion if we dismiss at once the The same. 
conside~ation of all plans the basis of which is.a higher rate of postage than 
one anna upon the quarter tolah, Because, even if the present ascending scale 
of weight were' adhered to (double postage being charged upon letters not 
exceeding one tolah, treble upon letters not eXf:!eeding one tolah and a half, and 
so on), a plan of uniform postage founded on this basis would have the effect of 
doubling the postage now charged upon 4,201,345 letters passing through the 
post-office; of leaving it unaltered upon 2,445,552; and of lowering it only 
upon 3,460,500.* If the scale of weight were altered so that double postage 

, should be charged upon letters not exceeding half a tolah, treble upon those not 
exceeding three-quarters of a tolah, and so on, the effect would be still more 
unfavourable, and upon heavy letters almost prohibitory. The financial result 
of the former plan would be a loss of about Rs. 6,00,000 on the letters now 
passing through the post; and it may well be doubted whether, to the community 
at large, the reduction of postage on long distances would be an equivalent 
return for so serious an' increase of taxation upon the bulk of existing corres
pondence. We may therefore assume with confidence that the Government will 
not entertain any scheme of postage of which the basis is higher than a rate of 
one anna on letters not exceeding a quarter of a tolah in weight. 

21. In considering what plan of post e is best suited to the circumstances 
of Indiaz and most Ii e ~ 0 con uce 0 e convemence 0 e pu l,C, e 
SOCIal and commerCIa! a ~vancenient of the country, and the ultimate financial 
advantage of the department, the difference between the circumstances of the 
European and native portion of the community must be distinctly borne irt 
mind. It must be remembered that the former are very few in number, but, 
generally speaking, well educated, and in afHuent circumstances; that they are 
accustomed and inclined to social correspondence, for which, from being col-
lected at particular stations throughout the country, they have great facilities; 
and'are comparatively little hindered from indulging in it by the expense which 
it entails on them, -being for the most part regardless of the pecuniary advantage 
which they might derive from a more careful attention to the weight of their 
letters. The ,natives,. on the other hand, are incalculably more numerous than 
their European fellow subjects. Upon the moderate assumption that there are 
2,000 natives for' every European, and that not more than 1 per cent. of the 
former can read and write, still there must be 20 natives for every European 
who can Q()rrespond by the post without. assistance, provided that the means of 
paying postage are within their reach, and that the receipt and delivery of their 
letters are facilitat~d. But they are poor, and. though well inclined to corres-
pond, greatly prevented from doing so by the present high rates of postage to 
distant stations, and still more by the distance wliich separates the mass of them 
from the nearest post-office, and by the consequent trouble, expense, uncer-
tainty, and perhaps loss, which the receipt and dispatch of their letters involve. 
The occupations in which large numbers of natives are engaged, connected with 
the internal trade of the country, are such as naturally to Tender their corres
pondence on matters of business far more extensive than that of,Europeans ; the 
gteater part of the latter being engaged in the service ot Government, and not 
under the necessity of writing letters except on their own personal concerns or 
those of their friends. With the improvement of the means of communication; 
extension of trade, and the gradual spread of knowledge throughout the country, 
the instructed and, writing portion of the native pommunity will continue to 
bear an increasing ratio both to the rest of their fellow countrymen, and to the 
European residents in India. ~ut to the bulk even of these the amount they 
can afford to expend on the- postage of their letters must ever be a matter of 
strict economical calculation. It may be regarded as certain that the utmost 
-care will always be observed .by: the native community in keeping the weight of 
their letters within the minimum 'chargeable weight; and unless some con
sider~ble reduction is made in the existing rates of postage to distant places, 
they will continue to resort to ingenious contrivances for the purpose of saving 
expenditure under that head, or avoiding it altogether. 

22. The 
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Extent of Euro- • 22. The comparative number of native and European letters dispatched in 
pean and native. ' the course of one week"" from 39 of the principal post-offices in Bengal an. d the 
correspondence, uld fr this th t North-west provinces, is shown in the margin. It wo appear om a 

Importance of the 
element of weight. 

Unit cf weight. 

the native letters are about three times as numerous as the European letters; 
but as the statement incbides the General Post-office at Calcutta, where the 
number of native exceeds that of European letters by only one-third, the pro
portion for the whole of India is probably somewhat higher. Even if only four 
Native letters' are written for every one dispatched' by Europeans, the circum
stance indicates' the existence of causes by which native correspondence is 
practically restricted.t . 

23. Whatever reduction in the rates of postage may be determined on, will 
of course benefit, though in different degrees, all ranks of society; but it is not 
to be expected, for the reasons above mentioned, that the correspondence of 
Europeans will very materially increase, or that the finances of the department 
can ever be seriously affected one way or other by the correspondence of a few 
thousand individuals scattered over a vast and populous empire. It is to the 
increa~e. of Native correspondence that the Government must look, not only 
for the support of the Post-office, and the provision of means to promote its 
efficiency and extend its usefulness, but for all the beneficial results that have 
attended the establishment of a practically unrestricted communication by post 
in the United Kingdom, and may be expected with equal or greater certainty to 
follow: the' adoption of a like measure in this country; greater, inasmuch as 
there ~s infinitely more room in India for the extension of intercourse by letter 
than there was in Great Britain in 1840, when the penny postage was established. 
It is, therefore, to a reform which shall chiefly meet the wants of the native 
community that the attention of Government must be directed. 

24. Another most important considera~ion inseparably connected with the 
question of postage in India, arises from the fact that the mails are for the most 
part carried by foot runners; and from the consequent necessity for confining 
the weight of postal correspondence within the narrowest practicable limits. 
Fortunately the habits of the people coincide in this respect with the necessities 
of the Post-office, and have been still further encouraged and confirmed since 
1839 by the .limitation of single postage to letters not exc~eding a quarter tolah 
in weight. Native letters are habitually written, and that without inconvenience, 
upon small scraps of the thinnest paper procurable, so that the chargeable 
weight of a quarter ·of a tolah suffices to cover on all ordinary occasions the 
weight of a single letter. The actua~ weightt of 40,411 single letters posted at. 
the Calcutta General Post-office was found to be 7,119l tolahs, or 291 per cent. 
below their maximum chargeable weight. The average weight of each letter 
is therefore little more than two-thirds of a quarter of a tolah~_ While then for 
reasons already stated, it would be unadvisable to reduce the v.nit of weight 
below a quarter of a tolah, it seems clear, on the other hand, that that weight is 
sufficient to meet the wants of the Native public; and this circumstance com
bined mth the urgent importance of restricting the weight of letters, ~ft'ords 
ample ground for the conclusion that the present maximum weight of a single 
letter is the :most suitable that could be adopted, and that no change in this 
respect is desirable. One quarter of a .lolah is equal to i1~ of an ounce,§ or 
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Paid. Bearing. 

Native 11,794 24,745 
European . - .. - 8,061 6,683 

TOTAL - 19,856 30,428 

TOTAL. 

36,539 

13,744 

50,283 

little 

t The number of chargeable inland letters despatched in one year from all th t ffi 
the Pllstmaster-general of Bengal, is 2,325,000. of which probably four-fifths or 1 ~l~~~ ces, un~el' 
letters. Assuming the population of'the provinces in which these p t'ffi ' " arednative 
40 00" 000 't ld h 1 os·o ces are situate to be , u, ,l wou appear t at on y one letter was written amonO' 21 ' d" 'd 1 ' 
U "t d K" d h ' d' 'd 1 ' " In lVI ua s In a year In the 

!\l e mg om eac In lVl \la wrItes, on an avera"'e 12 letters in th • :t: App8lldix (A.!, ,~o, 10. . • 0 , • e year. 
S Note.-A. tolah is equal to 180 grains of which there are 7 000' th d' d ' 
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little more than' one-fifth of the maximum weight of a single letter in the 
United Kingdom. 

25. Having determined the unit of weight, we haye next to consider the scale Scale of wei<>''ht. 
by which increasing postage should be charged. It seems unnecessary to give Enclosures." 
more than a passing notice to the plan of charging postage according to the 
number of enclosures in a letter; for this has never been adopted in India, and 
has been altogether abandoned in the United Kingdom and in America on 
grounds which apply with greater fl)rce to this country than perhaps to any 
other in the world. The only advantage that plight be expected to attend the 
adoption of this mode of charging letters, is the possible check it would impose 
on the practice of clubbing; but the check would be most uncertain ill its 
operation, and susceptible of easy evasion by the simple expedient of writing 
the required number 'of letters on a single sheet. On the other hand, it would 
occasion deep discontent in the minds of the publie, and lead, as it did in 
England, "to a closer system of examination by the taxers than it seems prudent 
or humane to encourage." 

26. At present, the interval between the maximum chargeable weight on Effect of eKisting 
single and double letters is three quarters of a tolah, that is to say, a quarter of interv;al between 
a tolah is the maximum weight of letters chargeable with single postage, and one char~eable weight 
tolah is the maximum weight of letters chargeable with double postage. Up to ~f \imfl~ and 
1839 the maximum weight of a single letter was one tolah, and of a double letter ou e et er. 
two tolahs. The change was made at the suggestion of Captain Taylor, the Agent 
for Post-office Inquiries, siinlfltaneously with a general reduction of postage, 
which could not have been conceded without some considerable. diminution in 
tlie weight of letters. It ~as thought, and rightly so, that a quarter tolah was a 
sufficient weight for an ordinary.single letter, but it does not appear to have been 
fores.een that any inconvenience would result from leaving an interval between 
the weight of a single and double letter three times as great as the weight of the 
former: The consequence, however, seems to have been that the practice of 
clubbing, though we have no reason to suppose it has increased since 1839, has 
not diminished to the extent that was expected. To the mind of a native, accus-
tomed to regulate his expenditure by the minute qifferences of a shell currency, 
it appears unreasonable that the same charge should be made upo~ a letter just 
exceeding a 'qu~er of a tolah in weight, as upon one weighing a full tolah; in 
other· words, that the same charge should be made for two articles, one of which 
is four times as valuable as the othe~. And this feeling has undoubtedly con-
tinued to encourage, to a certain extent, especially among the Mharwarree 
merchants, and persons in service at a distance from their homes, the practice 
of enclosing' a number of ~mallietters to the same place in one cover, the total 
weight of which is not allowed to exceed one ,tolah. It must not, however, be 
supposed that this practice is universal, or that the ,average weight of double 
letters approaches nearer to the maximum weight than in the case of single 
letters. On the contrary, the practice appears to be confined to partic~lar classes 
of the peoplE', and, in fact, the average weight of 23,299 double l~tte:rs ,djspatched 
from the General Post-office at Calcutta has been found to be only 50! per cent. of 
the maximum chargeable weight, or an almost inappreciable fraction' ~bove one-
l1alf a tolah.* Nevertheless it is an object of some importance to diminish as far as 
possible the tendency to this abuse; and as the figures above quoted show that no 
great inconvenience can be felt by the public by the reduction in the weight of a 
double letter from one tolah to half a tolah, while on the other hand it is of the 
utmost consequence to reduce the weight of the mails, and it does not appear 
that any great practical inconvenience will be felt in the Post-office by the 
adoption of one intermediate grade of chargeable weight, we are of opinion that 
the maximum weight of a double letter should be half a tolah. 

27. We believe, speaking generally,'that the result of this change will be-Effectofmakmg 
(especially if a low uniform rate 'of postage be conce~ed) that the bulk of native the halftolah 
letters will be single and the bulk of European letters double; or, to speak more the. c:ar~eabJe hI 
generally-still, that those to whom'the expense of postage is a material object, ;:::r to a ou e 
will be careful to keep the weight of their letters within a quarter of a tolah, • 
and that those who are comparatively regardless of their expenditure will send 

their 
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their letters double. And this we conceive to be a plan the most ~cceptable to the 
community at large, and most advan~eous t.o the de:partment In every re~pect. 
The weight of a common sheet of note paper, mclosed m an envelope of ordinary. 
size and thickn~ss, is less than one-half a tolah. 

28. We do not advocate the adoption of a grade of chargeable weight inter
mediate between the half tolah and the tolah, because it appears to us that the 
object of preventing clubbing will be sufficiently met by limiting the weight of a 
double letter to one-half a tolah. The number of letters weighing one-half a tolah 
and upwards, being inconsiderable compared with those of smaller weight, no 
useful end would be gained oy further multiplying the grades of the scale, and 
thereby increasing the labour of the Post-office. Moreover, as we propose to 
charge four rates, or quadruple postage, on letters of more than one-half a tolah, 
but not exceeding one tolah in weight, there seems no sufficient reason why the 
State should be deprived of any portion of the postage on those letters, the 
weig~t of which does not exceed three-quarters of a tolah. For t~e same rea-
sons we propose to abolish all the half tolah grades of charge above two tolahs. 

29. The following, therefore, is the scale of weight which we recQmm:end for 
adoption: 

On all letters not exceeding a quarter of a tolah in weight, One rate. 
" weighing a quarter of a tolah and upwards, 

but not exceeding half a tolah - - Two rates. 

" 
weigh~ng half a tolah and upwards, but not 

exceeding one tolah - Four rates. 

" 
weighing one tolah and upwards, but not 

exceeding one tolah and a half - - Six rates. 
weighing one tolah and a half and upwards, 

but not exceeding two tolahs - - Eight rates. 
weighi~g two tolahs and upwards, but not 

exceeding three tolahs - - Twelve rates. 

" 

" 
IFour rates being added for every additional tolah or fraction of a tolah. 

And we further recomme.nd that, as at present, no letter exceeding 12 tolahs 
in :weight be received at any Post-office for dispatch by dawk, except ~nder 
special circumstances. ' , 

Con~itional on ra- 30. We have been unavoidably compelled to anticipate in some measure the 
duction of postage. question of rates of postage, and to assume that the Government are prepared to 

concede, if not an uniform rate, at least such a reduction of the rates on dis
tances above 100 miles as will compensate the public for the alter~tion in the 
scale of weight. For if no reduction or only an inconsiderable one be intended, 
thea it is obvious that the scale proposed in the foregoing paragraph will only 
have the effect of increasing the postage on all or nearly all letters weighing half 
a tolah and upwards, without any corresponding measure of relief; and to this 
it would be far preferable that things should remain precisely as they are. One 
of the principal objects of the revised scale is to offer the greatest possible in-

-ducement to the public to lessen the weight of their correspondence, in order to 
provide more certainly for the carriage of the increased number of letters that 
may be expected to ensue upon a reduction of the rates of postage; -but if the 
anticipated reduction be withheld, no increase of correspondence can 'be iooked 
for, and the necessity for imposing any further restriction on the weight of let
ters will not arise. 

, ' 
Considerations in '31. It has alrea~y been shewn that the cost of each letter to the State.does not 
favour of uniform depend upon the distance to -w:hich it is carried, the expense of those which are car
rate. 'ried to the greatest distance being frequently less than of those which are carried 

only a few miles. The number of chargeable letters which are now carried in one 

Effect of present 
rates on letters 
carried between 

'100 lind 200 
miles. 

year throughout all India, to places not exceeding 100 miles,* is 4,201,345, or 
41'57 per cent. of the whole number of chargeable letters passing through the 
post. Of these 3,303,419 weigh less than a quarter tolah, and are charged with 
'pos~e at the rate of h~ an anna each. The number of chargeable letters 
cat'~led to places 100 mlles and upwards, but not exceeding 200 miles apart, is 
• 2,445,552, 
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2,445,552, or only 24'19 per cent. of the whole. Of these 1,973,216 weigh lesi 
than a quarter of a tolah, and are charged with postage at the rate of one anna 
-each. Now if we take an)!: given place in India, and describe around it a circle 
of 100 miles' radius, and another circle of 200 miles' radius, it is obvious that 
the area comprised between the circumferences of the two concentric circles is 
very much greater than the area of -the inner circle; and as the area of circles 
increases in proportion to the square of the radius, it will be found, on an 
average of centres, that the former contains about three times the number of 
towns, and three' times the population of the latter. If correspondence were 
unrestricted b1 rates of postage differing according to distance, it can hardly be 
supposed that the number of letters v;ritten from any given town in India to 
places situated in the more distant but three times larger area" would be only 
one-half of the number written to places situated within the much smaller area 
immediately surrounding it. The number of letters will no doubt always be 
found to bear· a certain ratio to distance; and in India, where the means of tra
velling are imp.erfect, and where intercommunication is barred by difference of 
language, this ratio will be larger than in other countries. Yet, after making 
every allowance for the circumstances which tend to increase correspondence 
between places in proportion to their nearness, it must, to say the least, be 
thought highly probable that in the instance before us the fact of the postage on 
a single letter being double in one case what it is in the other, has a very con
siderable effect in repressing communication between places more distant from 
each other than 100 miles. 

32. In like manner, the area comprised between the circumferences of 200 Effect of present 
and 300 miles' radius to which the postage on a single letter is two annas, is· rates on letters 
five times as great as the area of the innermost circle; and yet the correspond- carrie~ more than 
ence between places from 200 to 300 miles distant from each other is only one- 200 mlles. 
'fourth of the correspondence passing between places within 100 miles. Again, 
the area of the belt to which the three anna rate of single postage applies, the' 
breadth' of which is 200 miles, is 14 times as great as that of the innermost 
circle, while the correspondence subject to that rate is only about two-sevenths 
of the correspondence subject to the half anna rate. Some allowance must be 
made for the break of the larger circles, by the line of sea coast and the boun-
daries of foreign territory; but, after all, it cannot be doubted, even in this view 
of the ca~e, that the present rates of postage operate as a considerable check on 
correspondence between distant places. 

33. From the great difference between the number of letters conveyed to dis- Comparative eff'ect 
tances not exceeding 100 miles, and of those carried to distances not exceeding of a one anna and 
200 miles, two important inferences may be drawn; first, that a rate of postage a half anna rate. 
higher than half an anna on single letters under a quarter tolah in weight does 
not meet the wants of the public, Ol' enable them to communicate by post as 
freely as they would in the absence of this restriction; and secondly, that if the 
postage on single letters sent 200 miles and upwards were reduced to one anna, ' 
they would not be likely to increase more than one-half as much as if the postage 
were reduced to half IJ,n anna. 

, 34. Uniformity of postage, without reference to distance, is recommended by A~vantagcs of 
its simplicity, by its fairness, and by the facilities it gives for the,introduction of unIform postage. 
other improvements into the department. Combined with a low rate of charge, 
it forms the conspicuous and chief benefit which the monopoly of the carriage 
of letters enables the Government to confer upon the whole body of its subjects, 
by almost annihilating distance, and placing it ,within the power of every indi-
vidual to communicate freely with all parts of the empire. It makes the Post-
office, what under any other system it can never be, the unrestricted means of 
diffusing knowledgt>, .extending commerce, and promoting in eyery way the 
social and intellectual improvement of the people. It is no longer an experi-
ment, having been introduced with eminent success into the United Kingdom, 
as wellas into the United States of Ameri<'Jl1 France, Spain and Russia .. It is 
advoc~ed by every officer of exp,erience connected with the department i? 
India, and by every individual who has been. consulted in the cour~e of th\s 
inquiry; and it has already been recommend~~ by three out of the four s~bor-
dinate Governments. . 

• 
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• 35. 'We proceed to adduce some of the voluminous evidence and opinions we 
-have collected as to the effects of the present rates of postage on corres
pondence, the modes in which they lead to evasion of the duty, and the probable
consequences of adopting a low uniform rate of postage on letters without refer- . 
'ence to distance. . 

36. Mr. Tayler, the Post-mastergeneral of Bengal, is of o~inion that. ~he 
,present rates of inland postage undoubtedly prevent the public from wntmg 
letters, which they would write if the rates were lower. 

37. Mr. Riddell, the Postmaster-general' of the North-west' Provinces, an 
officer whose intimate knowledge of the details of the department, and the close 
attention he has paid to the means by which the Post-office mar be made ~ost 
largely available to the Native public, entitle his opinion to speCIal regard, wrItes, 
" I consider that the present rates of postage act as a bar to correspondence; 
all classes are affected by them, but especially t!Ie poorer natives at a .distance 
from· their homes. There is scarcely any limit to the in'crease WhICh, may 
rationally be expected if Government will grant the boon of a low umform 
postage. The inquiries which I have made since 1846. have satisfied me that 
the best rate would be half an anna for each quarter tolah. It is not fair to 
assume that correspondence will not increase, and then calculate the loss to 
revenue on a reduction of postage. It can be proved with almost mathematical 
certainty that the correspondence of the country is now kept down by the 
,;restrictions placed on it. The comparatively large number of half-anna letters 
prqve that a low rate of postage induces correspondrnce. Of the large number 
of post-offices which have been opened since I receiver! charge of the office of 
Postmaster-general, North-west Provinces, there is not one which does not pay
its own expenses. ] would particularly draw attention to the number of letters 
posted at towns in which there are no European residents; the postage collected 
.is generally not so large as where there are even a' few Europeans, but the 
number ofletters is comparatively greater. You will observe, however, that at 
those towns a very small proportion ofletters pay more than one anna as postage. 
With an uhifor~ rate of postage the number of post-offices would be largely 
increased, and the revenue would reap the benefit of the distant correspondence, 
of which it is now in a great measure deprived by means of the present system 
of clubbing." 

38, Mr. Ravenscroft, the Postmaster-general of Bombay, considers that the 
present rates of inland letter postage prevent the public from writing letters 
which they would otherwise write. He is of opinion that the poorer classes of 
Europeans and natives, who have not the means to pay the present heavy 
postage rates, are the class of persons chiefly affected by such ,prevention; 
the high postage for long distances amounting almost to a prohibition against 
communication. 

He further states, "The basis of postal improvement in this country must 
unquestionably be, if not the adoption of one uniform rate of postage, at least 
the adoption of reduced rates; compulsory prepayment of postage, or the use 
of stamps; the abolition of the privilege of franking, and pf all exemptions from 
postage, whether in favour, of individuals or of institutions;, and the introduction 
of a more simple system than that which now exists, and which from its com
plexity has not only not answered the expectations of the community, but has 
it is to be' feared, open~d a wid~ door for fraud on the part of the subordinat~ 
postal functionaries. . 

" A uniform rate of postage, without reference to distance, will no doubt 
involve a large sacrifice, perhaps greater than may be consistent with the 
resources of the State, considering that the postal revenue of this Presidency is 
very much less than the charges. The considerations which led to the adoption 
?f th~ penny postage in England do not apply to India, and I think it would be 
m vam to expect th~t such a measqre would be attended in this country with 
the same results which have been produced in our native land. Yet there can 
be no, doubt that a reduction of postage here will have a tendency to increase 
corresponden~e amongst Europeans and natives, especially if greater facilities 
ar~ aff9r~ed ,to the people to post their letters; and if the suggestions in this 
c?mmUmCa~lOn be adopted, I ~m.hopeful th.at postal reform will not cause such' 
a.l,~r~e ~a~nfice of revenue as IS now.anticipated. . ' . .' 

,A shdmg scale of postage, according to distance and weight, would, I think, 

be 
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be perpetuating the worst features of the present objectionable system, and I am 
therefore of opinion that postage .should be levied according to weight only; 
and without reference to distance." ., 

The Bombay Chamber of Commerce state that" there is a general impression 
among members that it would be proper and advantageous to reduce the rates 
of postage charged at present on private letters, especially on those coming 
from long distances;" and, generally, all parties in t4at Presidency who have 
been consulted, concur in the expediency of lowering the present high rates for 
long distances, and consider that a great impetus would be thereby given to 
correspondence. . 

39. Mr. Bennett, the Deputy Postmaster-general of Bengal, is of opinion Mr. Bennett's 
that the present rates of postage prevent the public, and especially the opinion. 
poorer classes, from writing letters and sending communications which other- ' 
wise they would write or send, and ,lead them to evade the payment of postage 
in vax:ious ways. 

40. The postmasters in all the Presidencies a:re, with very few exceptions, Opinion or"Post
unanimous in opinion that the present ,rates are far too high, and that they masters. 
operate as a serious check on correspondence in general, and especially on that 
of natives in service far from their homes, of Mhairwarree and other merchauts 
and traders, an~ of military officers. 

41. The Madras Chamber of Commerce, as a body, warmly advocate reduced Madras Chamber 
rates, and an universal scale for distance; and many of its members, as indi- of Commerce. 
viduals, have recorded their opinion that the present rates press heavily on the . 
natives, and th~t their myn mercantile correspondence would be enlarged under 
reduced postal charges. The collectors and magistrates of that Presidency, who, 
from their constant daily intercourse with all ranks and classes, bave more ample 
means than fall to the lot of other public men of ascertaining the wishes of the 
people, and of becoming acquainted with their wants, and who, from being 
generally ex-officio postmasters, have the best means of forming"opinions upon' 
the question, have very generally expressed their opinions in favour of a large 
reduction of postage. They entertain no doubt that such a measure would be 
hailed as a great boon by the people, and be followed by a considerable increase 
of, correspondence. They consider that present rates for long distances are 
more or less obstructive to Europeans, and weigh helLvily on the native com-
munity: and they anticipate that their reductiQn would be powerful for good, 
in promoting a free interchange of communication between all classes. And all 
the natives of the Madras Presidency who have expressed an opinion, have given 
it decidedly in favour of re~uction. 

42. The Trades Association in Calcutta report that correspondence among Calcutta Trade 
the members of their own body is affected by the present rates of postage, and Association. 
that under an uniform rate, even of an anna upon the quarter tolah, it would 
probably increase in various degrees up to ten-fold. They ate further of opinion 
that the correspondence of all classes is similarly affected, and especially that of 
the poorer sort of natives in service at a ciistance from their homes, which, 
owing to this cause,' and to defects in the system ,of delivery, is rarely sent 
through the post-office. 

43. The replies of numerous private persons who have been cons~ted and O~inions of 
examined upon the subject are concurrent to the same effect. ' pnVlite persons • . 

44. Pestonjee Dhunjeebhoy, a partner of the Parsee firm of Dossabhoy Pestonjeo Dhun
Framjee Coma & Co., in Calcutta, states that all the letters sent by the firm jeebhoy. 
to. parties in Bombay are enclosed in their letters to their correspondents there . 
. If they were to send each letter separately, the postage would be mu'!h heavier. 
When news affecting the price of opium arrives from China, or on an opium r.\ \I~I'; ~ 
sale day, they have to seud circulars to several persons in Bombay. These they v vJ 
lithogra-ph on slips of thin paper, and send under cover to their correspondents, 
by whom they are distributed. They sometimes send as many as 50 or 100 of 
these slips in one letter. ,If an· anna were charged on each letter not exceeding 
a quarter tolah, the firm, would certainly send all their lett~rs separately, and not 
think of enclosing them to their correspondents. The number of letters would 
also greatly increase. 

D3 45. Baboo 
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45. Baboo Ram Anund Gomashta of the house of Tarrachund Gunessam 
. Doss, of Calcutta, bankers' and merchants, states that at present the prac~ice of 

the firm is to enclose all letters 'for the upper provinces in a letter to theIr cor
respondent at Benares, by which means a considerable amount of postage is 
saved. It would not be worth while to do this if the postage were reduced. 
If the rate were one anna on every letter not exceeding a quarter tolah, the cor
respondence of" the firm would be at least four times as great as it is at present. 
To places where they now write once a week, they would write daily, and letters 
now sent under one cover would be posted separately. The present rates of 
postage affect the poorer classes who le~ve their homes at a dista~ce, and come 
to Calcutta for employment. ,~ese people correspond with their families as 
often as they can, but are qUlte unable to pay the postage themselves. The 
firm pays the postage on the letters of its servants. All those who reside in the 
same village are made to write on small pieces of thin paper, so that the whole 
when enclosed in one cover may not exceed a quarter tolah. About 30 or 40 
of these bundles are sent every month. The' correspondence of these people 
would greatly increase if the postage on each "letter were reduced to an anna. 
Every man would write separately, and at greater length, and more letters would 
be written. A similar increase would take place in the number of letters sent 
to them from their homes. There are a vast number of persons Of this descrip
tio~n in Calcutta whose correspondence would greatly increase if the rates ·of 
postage were reduced. There are also many. small dealers in Calcutta who are 
less able to bear the expense of postage than this firm. and to whom a reduction 
is an object of greater importance. 

46. Moonshee Ameer ~li, a Vakeel of the Sudder Court in ,Calcutta, states 
that he writes to his clients as often as he has occasion to do so, charging them 
with postage. If the rates were lower his clients would probably write to him 
more frequently, and he would have to answer their letters. His servants, who 
mostly come frol!l Behar, are prevented by the present rate of postage from 
writing to their friends, and gene~ally ask him to enclose their letters, which are 
written on small scraps of very thin paper, in those which he writes to his own 
relations. They would write oftener to their families if the postage were lower, 
as those whose homes are within 100 miles from Calcutta constantly do. 

47. Baboo Nilruttun Holdar, a resident of Calcutta, states that the rates of 
postage for short'distances are considered very light, and that people are not in 
the least prevented from writing by them. But to places as distant as Patna, 
and to the whole of the upper provinces, the cost of sending a letter checks 
correspondence. He has a brother at Benares whose family reside in his house 
at Calcutta. They would write to him every week.if they could; but, as the 
postage is six annas, they are precluded from writing of~ener than once a month. 
He has also correspondents at Lucknow and Muttra; but, the postage being 
eight annas and upwards, he does not communicate with them as often as he 
wishes. 

48. Baboo Nihal Chund, a jeweller and cloth merchant of Moorshedabad, 
states that he .is prevented by the present rates ,from writing to his corres-

,pondents at Mlrzapore and Benares as 'Often as he would wish. He is now in 
the ~abit of putting off writing to his agents until he has collected instructions 
for several days. If the rate were lower he would write much more frequently. 
in short, whenever he had anything to write about. ,. 

,49. Baboo Sookmul, of the firm of Nehalchund Inderchund of Moorsheda
bad, bl~,nke~s an<l dealer~ in bi~s ?f exchange, states that the' ~usiness of the 
firm Wlth distru:tt places IS very limIted, and that hence a reduction of postage 
on letters to distant places would not lead to much increase in their corres
pon~ence; "but the personal correspondence of those who live at Moorshedabad 
and m ~ther parts of Beng3;l, but have left t?eir relati<?ns in Rajpootana, would 
great~y }Ilcrease. He has himself many relatIOns at Bikaneer to whom he writes 

.occaslOnally; but as he cannot aff~rd to send his letters separately, on account 
of ~he post~e, he u~ually gets a frlend,-who happens,to be writing to Bikaneer, 
to mclose, hl~ letter m the same cover. If the postage were reduced to one anna, 
he would wrIte four or fi,:"e letters every month, instead of one every two or 
three months. There are seyeral hundreds of such persons at Moorshedabad, 
and many at .;R,ungpore, l>magepore, and other places, all of whom would 

undoubtedly 
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undoubtedly write many more letters by the po~t· if the postage were reduced 
to one anna. Letters written to these people by their friends in Bikaneer are 
now sent inclosed in packets not t)xceeding a tolah in w~ight. Every one of 
these would be sent separately if charged only one anna, and where one letter 
is now written by post, five or six would go. . 

50. Baboo Hurruckchund Sahoo, of Benares, banker, states that although his 
corr~pondence might not be affected by a reduction of postage, yet that those 
to whom a few annas is a consideration are prevented from writing by the pre
sent rates, and that, if they were lower, the correspondence of such persons 
would undoubtedly increase. 

Baboo Hurruck
chund Sahoo, 
of Benares. 

51. Baboo Obhyram MhaI)Varee, the Gomashta of the wealthy firm of Luch- Baboo Obhyram 
meechund Radhakishen, of Muttra, states that he sends about 80 or 100 letters Mharw~ee. 
by post every month. Formerly, when the King of Lucknow's .and Poorun 
Mull's dawks were in existence, he used to write 30 or 40 letters every day; 
but since they have been suppressed he has been obliged to contract his corres-
pondence in consequence of the heavy rates of postage. Letters used to go by 
Poorun Mull's dawk either for one anna or one alld a half anna. according to 
distance, but now a quarter tolah letter ,to Jyepoor costs four annas, and to 
Bombay or Lah9re six annas. If half an anna were charged on all letters not 
exc~eding a quarter of a tolah in weight, his correspondence would greatly 
increase. Many more letters would be written, and an immense number which 
are now inclosed in others would J>e sent separately. At present, hoondies 
coming from a distance are not sep~ately acknowledged, but the custom is to 
wait until several have arrived from the same quarter, and then acknowledge 
them at once. The letters of poorer people would, vastly increase. At present, 
those living at a distance from their homes are debarred from writing, except 
when they can get their letters inclosed in ,those sent by some other person. 

52. Mr. J. G. Gordon, agent at Beuares for the General Steam Navigation Mr. J. G. Gerdon. 
Company, states that, by the rules of the Company, parcels are not deliverable 
except on presentation of bills of lading, one of which is given in Calcutta Jor 
each package shipped. But the shippers, in 'order to save postage, frequently 
'do not send these bills to their cdrrespondents at Benares, but furnisQ. them 
with a list of the packages with numbers and marks, which the correspondents 
present to the agent at Benares in order to obtain- delivery. He usually com
plies with a demand made in this way by known respectable persons, but many 
he is obliged to refuse. If the postage were lower, these bills of lading would 
be sent by post invariably. He further states that the rates of postage prevent 
Mahajuns and others from acknowledging the receipt of remittances. He has 
agents at Cawnpore and other places who draw bills on him. These bills are 
bought by native l\Jahajuns, and remi~ted to Benares where they are presented 
to him for payment. But in order to satisfy the remitters that the bills. have 
been paid, and so to ensure the ready sale of future drafts, he is obliged to 
return the acknowledgments of the holders to his own agents that they may be 
shown to the remitters. 

53. Bucktaur Mull and others, Mahajuns of Mirzapore, state that it is now the Mahajuns of Mir
practice for several houses to combine daily and make up packets of letters f9r. zapore. 
the same place, so that ·each packet shall weigh a little less than one tqlah. 
Each of these packets contains from six to ten letters, all weighing less than one 
quarter tolah, which would be sent separately if the postage was .only two'pice. 
They are now daily beset with applications from per.sons to enclose small px1vate 
letters in those which they send on business to distant places. These they 
would refuse if the postage were lower, and especially if the scale of weight 
ascended by one-quarter tolahs. '. 

54. Kunhaya LalI and others, merchants and bankers of Agra, state t~at Mahajuns of Agra. 
great increase of correspondence will follow a decrease of postage tq one-half . 
anna the one-quarter tolah for all distances. This was tb.e rate at which the old 
Hindoostanee dawks carried letters, and then many more were written. At 
present it is a common practice among merchants to put off "TIting letters until 
there is an accumulation of intelligence to communicate, instead bf writing every-
day, as would be the case but for the present rates of postage. The present 
rates of postage are peculiarly oppressive to the poorer classes. Numbers 
·of persons, who leave their homes in search of employment, are unable to com-
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'municate with their families during their absence. It is only when seve::al 
people from the same village 'happen to be at the same place that they wnte 
letters, and then they club together and put several letters under one co,er, or 
write them on the same sheet. . . 

55. The Merchants of Bhewanee and Sirsa state that the numbe; of letters 
would increase four or five fold if art uniform rate of half an anna were charged 
for all distances; and this opinion is generally entertained by all the J}ative 
merchants of the North-west Provinces who were consulted on the subject. 

56. There is one source from which correspondence under 11 low uniform rate 
of postage may be expected largely to increase, and that is th~ ~ss~e of circulars' 
by tractesmell and persons in business, especially at the presIdency town~, to 
resident~ in the ,interior of the country. Among.many others who have gIven 
their testimony on this point, we may allude to 'Messrs. R C. Lepage _& Co., 
and Messrs. W. Thacker & Co., booksellers of Calcutta, the former of whom 
state that circulars, notices, advertisements and correspondence of this kind 
would be increased, whereas under the present system the Post-office is in a 
measure closed against such communications; and the latter say that they 
would send out at least four times as many 'circulars as they do at p~esent. 
Messrs. D. Wilson jJG Co., pr"visioners, state that they' would adopt thIS mode 
of addressing their. customers, instead of advertising in the newspapers, and that 
the number of their circulars would probably reach 3,0.00 monthly. . 

Evasion of postage 57. We may here mention more particularly the principal modes by which 
dllties. the payment, of postage is ordinarily evaded. They are the following: . 

The prllctice of 
clubbing. 

Desrription of the 
practiee in the 
.Qombay Ple;;i
deney. 

1. By Clubbing. \ 3. By Banghy Parcels. 
2. By private Dawks. 4. By private Messengers. 

58. The clubbing of letters has become in Bombay itself, and in many of the 
large towns of the interior of that Presidency, and of the North-west Provinces, 
a regular trade, in which a number of persons, who call, themselves native 
postmasters, engage. These parties collect letters, and open shops for their 
receipt, to all parts of India. where they have agents. These they make up into 
packets for dispatch, and forward through the regular Post-office; receiving in 
like manner packets addressed to them, confjaining a number of separate letters, 
for distribution among those who employ them. 

59. Mr. Ravenscroft, the Postmaster-general, thus describes the system: 
, " There-G.!:e in Bombay six Parsees, who daily attend at this office at regular 

hours, and call themselves native postmasters; these men make a decent liveli
hood by the clubbing system. They receive large packets (some of them con· 
taining 50 and 60) of letters, on which the regulated postage has been either 
paid or charged according to weight. The letters enclosed therein are delivered 
according to weight; 3 wals* are liable to one pie, and so on in· proportion; 
'and when it is considered that this rate is very low, within the means of the 
poorest man, and that the natives generally correspond little except on matters 
of business, and then as briefly !tS possible, it seems beyond tl;le power of the 
State effectually to check the practice. 

"The only remedy that suggests itself, (and that may be considered illiberal 
and objectionable in the present day) is to declare that a person deliverinO" 
a .letter or letters received throug~ this or any other eost-office, under cover tg 
hIS address, for any money payment, or for any consideration whatsoever shall 
be fined for eyery letter found to be so delivered in the sum of 50 or 1 00 r~pees' 
one-half or. two-thirds of th~ fine going to the informer. A few examples would 
te~~ ~aterIally to check the practice, and perhaps in time might put an end to it. 

WIth regard to out-statIOns, where the clubbing system is carried to a 
much gr~ater e~tent that.t h.ere, it has been suggested that' Receiving Houses' 
be establIshed m the prmclpal towns, so as to afford greater facilities to the 
natives to post their letters. 
. "It has lik~wise. been proposed tha.t t~e Warria, or Receiving Houses, estab

lIshed by natlves m many of the prIncIpal towns in the interior be licensed 
At these h.ouses the natives post their letters at a reduced postage, ~d these ar~ 
.rqade u~ mto. pac~ets, and regularly forwarded through "the Government Post
office. rhe hcensmg system could not be introduced except by a legislative 

enactment, 

• I~ Bombay 40 "walll" go to the tolah. 



POSTAL COMMQ'NICATION, &c. IN INDIA. 33 

enactment, for it would be useless to license certain hous~s' unless the Govern
ment had the power legally to prevent others being established: and such a 
power, I do not think, would be conceded." 

And Mr. Harrison, the postmaster in Guzerat, reports on the subject as 
follows: 

"There are at present four receiving or warria houses in active operation in 
the city.· These belong respectively to Rowlhand Kheemchund, Heera Man
sing, Temooljee Byramjee and Cowasjee Furdoonjee. They do not appear 
to have been established under the sanction of any competent authority, nor can 
the date of their establishment be ascertained .. ~th any degree of accuracy, but 
accounts agree in stating them to be in existence fOf very many years; hence, 
probably, having received the uninterrupted sanction of time, and the counte
nanc;e of the authorities for the time being, they have attained their present 
importance." The nature of their transactions is briefly explained :-" These 
warrias are unconnected with each other, in fact to all appearances are inveterate 
rivals, each seeming to do his utmost to crush the other, in order to monopolize 
as much more of the business as he can. 'They keep up an establishment of under. 
strappers, who go about daily collecting letters throughout the town; these are 
then made up into packets in time for dispatch by the ordinary dawk to the 
address of their several agents at Bombay, Surat, Deesa, Baroda, Ajmere, Pallee, 
&c. These packets vary in weight from one to ten tolahs and more, and con
tain each from 10 to 80 letters more or less. The lowest weight recognized by 
the Post-office regulation is a quarter tolah. The generality of native letters 
weigh infinitely less ihan ,this. indeed, written as they generally are, on remark
ably thin small pieces of _paper, they often weigh no more than a wal, Qr the 
32nd part of a tolah,. yet are chargeable at postal rules with half single or 

. quarter tolah postage. With a view. therefore, to avoid this and similar charges, 
the, ~enders of such letters, instead of posting them directly in the post-office, 
resort to the wa:rrla houses, where they are only charged at so much per wal, 
which is prepaid, and I believe a further charge of a quarter anna on each letter, 
irrespective of weight, is made by their agents on its delivery. Thus, for 
instance, on a letter of six waIs' weight to Bombay, for which we would charge 
three annas, as within quarter toiah, seven pice are only levied by the warria ; 
on one of 10 waIs, for which we would charge six annas, as above a quarter tolah, 
11 pice are only levied by the warria, and so on. In short, they have a 
regular tabl~ of standard charges in proportion to weight for all letters, where
soever sent, which is perfectly well understood amongst the natives. The saving 
that is effected t9 the senders of these infinite small advi<;!es by this arrangement, 
is comparatively ,immense ~ the aggregate, and the patronage these, warrias 
meet with in con!lequence ,eventually result in corresponding profits. This is 
what may be said to be an outline of the extent of what the warrias do for 
themselves and the community. As regards the postal department, the arrange
ment in question is one of the most objectionable in its present working that can 
well be imagined, for just in proportion as it affords a saving to the native cor
respondents and profit to the warrias, it is injurious to and detracts from the 
postal revenue;' as, were it not for the facility offered by these houses for the 
transmission of such letters as above described, at such small cost, in the way 
mentioned, it is evident the transmitters of them would, as the only opening for 
ready communication, have to flock to the Post-oifice, and be glad of the oppor
tunity ; when the regulated postage that would be realised on their letters, small 
and large. would of course very favourably augment the postal revenue." 

" The profits' to the warrias according to the system just described, consist in 
coin or its equivalent; but to illustrate how they are derived, and froni whom, 
Vie will for instance suppose that a packet containing 80 letters sent by as many 
persons, and weighing 320 waIs, or 10 tolahs, wa~ dispatched from this to 
Bombay. Suppose at the rate of one pice per wal on each letter was charged by 
the warria from the senders, which would in all bring him 320 pice, or the sum 
of Rs. 5. . The postag~ on this packet would be Rs.3. 12.; deduct this 
amount, as paid by the .warria for its transmission, from the ]ls. 5, will leave 
Rs.1. 4.0., and to this· sum the further charge of a pice on each letter on 
·delivery, or Rs. 1. 4. 0., on 80 letters, gives, the warria a clear profit of 
R~. 2.8.·0., whilst it saves some Rs.12 to the senders, and deprives Government 
of as many on a single 'packet only of 10 tolahs; and there is not a day that 

passes 
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passes but: what, each of these. fow: warrias do not' post more than one· such 
packet:. indeed the major part 'of the income on the, 'Outward paid' side in this 
office, is comprised of the payments made by these warrias~. Now, if each of 
th~se 80 l~tters w~re obliged to be sent separately through. the Post-office, the 
total amount of postage leviable on them would be Rs. 15; and how many such:, 
fifteens ~ay not be calculated upon, were it not for ,the hurtful tendency that the 
practice, sq acutely devised and so boldly put into force, by these warrlas,. has to 
aUf postal arrangement. 

Exterd to which i& 60. Mr.-Ravenscroft gives a statement exhibiting 'an estimate or approxima~ 
is carried. tion, of. the' number of clubbed letters, &c., posted and received at' some of, the 

post--offices*' in, his range· for five months, from which it would appear that, 
during that period, in five, post-offices under his control, 5,48~ packets, c on~ 
taining, 108,.511 letters, or about 20 letters to each, packet,. were received, and 
4,428.packets, containing' 108,603 'letters, or a little less than an average of 25 
to ·a, packet, were dispatched.. The postmaster'at Indore states: "I am per .. 
sonally a witness to the clubbing prActice which is caried on· systematically at 
Indore.. Not a mail comes from Bombay in which enclosures to the ext'ent of 
from- 12 'annas to Rs. 1. 8. are not sent to well-known' individuals in'the city of 
Indore; and so well aware are they of the inapplicability of the present regulation 
to ,tliem, that the names of~the self-appointed 'postmasters ·are printed on their 
covers."" .-

Practice reeog
lIized by Govern
ment. 

Means of prevent
ing it. 

To what ca.uses 
the practice is 
oWln&,. 

61. A;Post-office C9mmittee, which was as!;iembled',in Bombay in, 1837, in, 
aUu!?ion to this subject, stated that they lYere of. opinion that these ,native post
.masters relieved the department from much tI:ouble in the' delivery of letters, 
to obsc;lire persons, whom it would be difficult and sometimes impossible to find; 
they recQmmended that packets to the address of native. postmasters should be 
charg~d' postage in a rapidly increasing ratiO, so as to make, the ,amount received 
approach' nearer than it now does to the postage which each letter would bear In 
its detached state. The following is the rate they recommended: 

1 tolah weight to be considered a single letter. 
1 i ditto - ditto - ditto - a double ditto.-
2 ,ditto - ditto - ditto a, triple ditto. 
2i ditto - ditto - ditto - quadruple ditto. 
And so on in like proportion. 

• 
62., The practice ,of clubbing letters has ,been recognised by· Government, as 

appears· from ·a -letter from the Secretary to the -Government of India to the 
Chief ;S~cretary to the Government-of Bombay; No. 515,. dated 18th October 
1837,.in'reference to the petition of a Parsee named Merwanjee Furdoonjee; one 
of 'the" persons' engaged in the, trade; in' which it is' stated. that he "will be 
entitled to -send parcels of letters by the Government dawk, paying according to 
the weight, and to-receive remuneration for. the local 'distribution; which is 
quite a· differe~t thing from conveying letters by 'dawk for' hite· on his· own ' 
account.!' . 

63:. In considerlng-the q~estion of letter rpostage, it. has bee1;l already stated 
that 1t, ~ouJ,.d not be expedient to ,make the postage of. a letter depend on its 
~eing.wrltten on a singl.e sheet, not containing:. any 'enclosures. The introduc,:, 
tiQn, of the half tolah weIght ~etween the present, quarter. and one toIah 'will have 
th~ effect ,in so~e degree of remedying,the evils above described; but. it will 
not be feasiple,.n.or would it be equitable, to aaopt in, respect to such packets a 
different rate ,of charge from that appl1cable to covers in, general; and no scale 
co~~ be deVIsed which should have the effect of bringing each letter under 
taxation, ,so long, as letters can be written on .such extremely fine paper as to • 
admit seven letters and a hoondee, within, the'weight of a, quarter- tolah, which 
th~ Postmaster-general of Madras reports has actually. occurred. 

64. It cannot be doubted that this practice has been occasioned in. some 
deg;ee by the ~bsence of facilities- for postingt and receiving letters by the 
'natIve commumty. In many of the large towns in the ,·Mofussil there are at 
present no post-offices open to the public, and no deliveries of letters are made 

. by 

• Appendix (A.) No. 19. 
t Note.-The late Postmaster in the Deccan states, "The clubbing system has I b 

d to h 'ts' - d' erroneous y een 
suppose ave 1 , nse In a eBITe to save postage. whereas the want of facility for postinO' letters is 
the cause. The wnters of them do not save any thing a.nd moreover have to n' k th .0 1 ' 
strangers' charge.". ., s 61,r etters In 
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by the State; and in others the' wants of the native population are dis,regarded, 
and large cities left unprovided with receiving· houses, or with an adequate' 
number of delivery peons. Under these circumstances; the na~ive postmasters 
cannot but recommend the~selves' to the community, by calling for' their letters 
at their own homes, and delivering those received for them by post; thus 
relieving them of the necessi.ty of wasting the greater part of a day in posting 

,a letter at the Government Qffice, or of waiting tliere in the expectation of 
receiving one. When the requisite facilities have been afforded, and postage 

,reduced in the manner proposed, there can no longer be any occasion to recog
nize this traffic in the recejpt and delivery of letters; but the' exclusive privilege 
of collecting and delivering, as well as of c:arrying for hire, should be·secured 
by law to the post-office. 

(,65. Tl;le establishment of private dawk.s is another way in ,which postage is Private dawk-.
evaded. . Some of the postal authorities of the Mofussil have stated that in their 
opinion. private dawks exist, but .they h~ve ,not,for'the most part, been able to 
bring forward any specific instances. There are many such dawks in states 
bordering on our territories; but these do ,not come within'the Act which I 
secures to the Governor-generaJ of India in Council the exclusive right of con-I 
veying letters by post for hire from ,place to' place within the territories -of the 
"East India Company .. Most.of the,.native powers hav~ their own dawks, some 
of which pass through portions of our territories ; but in,their own,districts, as 
above stated, these dawks. do not come within the provisions of the law. ) 

66. TM Postmaster-general of Bom1!ay--says; on the subject of private daw~: III Bombay_ 
~, I have'notlbeen able to 'ascertain the number of these dawks 'which now run. 
within my range. There are ~ .great many' of them 'in various 'partS' of the 
country, and there can be no question thatlthey are very 'prejudicial to the 
qovernment postal revenue. If is extremely difficult, if not impossible, to bring 
home to the parties concerned the offence of carrYing letters for hire, and thus 
make them amenable to the provisions'of Act 17, of 1837. 

" Wealthy and influential merchants, extensively engaged in opium and other 
mercantile transactions, establish these'dawks for the conveyance of their private 
correspondence by horsemen and foot l'UIlners; and as time is of consequence 
to them, a gain of 10 minutes may materially ~ect 'their speculations. These 
dawks are represented to travel at a'much better 'pace than that at which the 
Government post runs, and they thus secure to the merchants, what is so much 
desired by all, quick intelligence andcsecrecy in his transactions. 

"There can be no 'doubt that other individuals of the 'community' establish 
these dawks with the view to secure a livelihood; light 'postage, regulated 
according to distance, and responsibility for the 'safe delivery of letters and 
.parcels, being their chief recommendations to the 'patronage' of the 'natives.;' 

" I am not aware that any scheme can be devised to 'put down'tht:Se dawks, 
unless it is by a legislative enactment, to which the Government of India has 
already objected. Greater perfection in our postal arrangements may have the 
effect of diverting to the Government post many letters which now go by private 
dawks; but no. means that can be adopted, short of ,the strong arm of the law, 
will effectually effect their suppression." 

, . 67. The only' native dawk* to be found in any part of the Bengal 'Presidency Nizamut dawk., 
is the Nizamut dawk, which runs 'between Catcutta and Moorshedabad. This 
is maintained by the Nawab Nazim ~ a 'matter rather of 'state than of conve-
nience, and is said not ,to be aya.iliible except for 'his Highness, the members 
of his family, and those connected 'With 'the palace'; brieas no postage is charged, 
the privilege is freely used, and no doubt to a certain extent, to the detriment 
of the post-office revenue. It ,appears from 'a statement furnished by 'the 
Governor-general's agent at Moorshedabad f 'that the Nizamut dawk is main-
tained at a monthly cost of Rs.197. 4. 7. ;~that it conveys letters from Calcutta 
to Moorshedabad in from 50 to 60 hours (a considerably longer time than the 
Government dawk takes to'perform the same distance); and that the number of 
packets conveyed by it in one month is 1,063. The Post-office Committee of l 

1838 recommended that this establishment should be declared illegal and 
abolished; and in this we fully concur. 

68. The. 

" Appendix (A.), No. 18. t Appendix (A.), No. 18. 
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In the North-west 
Province,. 

Ojlde. 

RajpootanB. 

1\7 adras. 

" P' s ' writes:--'-'~ No 
68. The Postmaster-general of the North-west rOVln~~e in British ter-

p.rivate dawk~ exist, as ~ar a& my knowledge extelinhds,.o~. a:Yt almost all of the 
ntory on which there IS a Government estab s men I u . 
native states have'dawk lines, which are more ,or less made use of by pnvate 
individuals. These dawks are slow and unsafe, but are cheap, and therefore 
preferred." . , 
. .69. In Dude, dawks ar~ maintained by the King, for purpose of .government, 
between Lucknow and the principal stations; but these are ~ot available for. ~he 
correspondence of' the public. On the lines of dawk established by ~h~ Bnhsh 
Government ~ the Oude territory, the King's dispalches are earned free of 
postage. , 

70. From Bhewanny, in th~ district of Rohtuck, letters are co~veyed at a 
small charge to Bickaneer and other places in the desert part or RaJP~otan~, by 
a contractor who pays to the Postmaster-general of the North-west Provmces 
an annual sum for the exclusive privil~ge, although the letters are not conveyed 
through any part of the 'British territories, nor has the Postmaster-general the 
power of punishing any infringement, of the· monopoly. The payment made by 
the contractor in 1850 was Rs. tWO, and an offer was made of /la. 1,725 
'for the current year. "It seems," says the Postmaster-general of the Nort~
west Provinces, "that the heads of the Bhewanee houses (wh0'4ave also houses In 

all the chief marts in Hindostan) live at Chooroo Ramgurh, or Luckmungurh, 
in the Shekawatee territory. The contractor has a line of runners placed belween 
Bhewanee and Ramgurh and Luckmungurh, and from those placeS' letters are 
f6rwarded to nearly all the chief towns in Rajpootana. The present contracto~ 
was selected by the united sufirages of the punches of the bazars of Bhewanee, 
and they strongly object to the contract being given to any other pers'on, 
and it is evident that if the presen~ system is to continue, their wishes must be 
attended to. 
, "The charge made by the contractor is one pice for any distance ,Vithin 70 
cosses, and two pice for any greater distance. There is no limit to the weight 
of each letter. Letters are conveyed slowly and irregularly; and were our rates 
of postage reduced, the Bhewanee merchants would· wish that more efficient 
lines of ~mmunication should be opened. As, however, there is so great a 
difference between the postage they now pay and that they would have to pay if 
a .Government dawk were established, they begged that the present 'System 
niight continue for the present." This dawk must be considered rather auxi
liary tO,than in competition with the Post-office; but th~ merchants of Sirsa 
and other places are reported to be dissatisfied with the present system, which 
places them at the mercy of the Bhewanny contractor, an~ are anxious that a 
Gqvernment dawk should be established from Bhewanny to Rl).mgurh, Luck
mungurh and AjmeJ,"e. The Postmaster-general is about to, address the Govern
ment of the North-west J;>rovinces on the subject. 

71. No organized system of private dawks is known to exist in the Govern
ment districts of the Madras Presidency, and none are believed by the Resident 
at Hyderabad to exist in the Nizam's country. That officer states that with 
resp~ct to the Cirkar dawks, .any ~etters they bring in for soldiers or officers 
reSIding at Seculldrabad, are InvarIably transmitted by the Nizam's Go,,"ernment 
,through the. channel of ~is. office, an~ that he has reason to know that none are 
thus tr~s1llitted excep~g ~hose whlCh come from villages at a distance from 
the public ro~d, and which, if not thus .forwarded, could not be sent at all. The 
. Travancore Cirkars have.a ~awk ?f theIr own, by which letters and packets may 
be .sent. free along the pnncIpallines of road; but the Resident states that the 
.natlves In general prefer the Government post for their letters and pet't' 

d diti A £ E 
1 IOns, as 

more secure an more exp~ ous. ew ast Indians use the local t d 
E als l' th tr .. ih ' pos , an uropeans 0 lor e ansIDlSsIon 0 eavy packets. The postmaster at J aulnah 
!ately reported to the Postmaster-general that an individual had openej an office 
In the cantonment, where he collected letters and .forwarded them in ackets 
through the regular Post-office at cheap rates of postage' but th p . 
th' di b h f . , as ere was In IS procee ng no reac,. ~ the law, nothing could be done to ut the s stem. 
down. The postmasters generally represent the people as l' p ill t y fi I 
f h G t · n no way s rust u 

o t e overnmen post, to which they would more willinO'ly confid th' I 
than to each other for conveyance by priv~te hand. 0 e elr etters, . 

. 
72. Another 
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72. Another way it! which postage is evaded in the Bombay~esidency is by 'Bangby parcels. 
-employing the banghy post (when it travels with the lettet; mail, as is the case 
between Bombay and Poona by mail-cart, and between' Bombay and Kurrachee, 
and the ports on the Malabar coast, by steamer in the fair season) for the 
conveyance of packets of newspapers, instead of sending them posted separately 
by the letter mail. By Table V. of Schedule C., appended to the Notification 
published by the Government of India, nnder date 14th August 1839, packets 
of ,newspapers not exceeding 40 tolahs. in weight can be carried by the pUblic 
banghy. for a, distance not exceeding 100 miles for two annas. Newspapers are 
now,sent from the printing-presses in Bombay made up into packets of 40 tolahs, 
-each at a cost of two annas, addressed to an agent at Peona, who distributes 
them there, quite as early as (and generally earlier than) those sent by letter-
mail.* Allowing two tolahs to be the'weight of a daily paper (those published 
in Bombay are gen~rally undt'r this) each packet may contain 20 newspapers, 
which would, if posted separately.by letter-mail, be liable to a charge o'f two 
:annas each; the State; therefore, loses the postage of 19 out of every 20 papers so 
sent up. The same thing might occur in' the North-west Provinces, where a 
portion of the'banghy parcels are carried along the main lines in the JIlail-cart, 
and the remainder in, the passenger vans and trucks;t but there is no evidence 
to 'show that the practice has ~ yet been resorted to . .. 

73. Moreover,'as the law at. present stands, there is, nothing to prevent in 
such cases packets of letters bemg made up into parcels, and sent at banghy 
rates of charge; for the prohibition against sending letters by banghy.dawk is 
confined to lines on which J?O regular banghy post is established, and whel'e 
parcels not exceeding a certain weight are permitted to be sent by letter-mail 
at hanghy rates. On other lines 600 tolah weight can be carried 100 miles 
for Ra. 2. 4., whereas 600 letters of a tolah weJght each, would pay Ra. 37. 8. 

74. 1\ remarkable instance of the way in which other means than the Post- Private messeD
office are resorted to for'the conveyance of letters, not so much for the purpose gers. 
of evading the payment of postage as for' avoiding the delay and expense attend-
ing the delivery of letters in the interior, is shown in the endence of Baboo 
Benymadhub Day, a resident of Koormoon, a village about eight miles to the 
north-west of Rurdwan, and about 75 miles from Calcutta. 'This person, who 
is employed in a public' office' in qalcutta, in concert with a number of others in 
similar circumstances, despatches eignt or ten' cossids, or carriers, every month 
to Koormoon, with letters and parcels for their friends there, and receive letters 
froni thence in the same manner. There are three co'ssids, or carriers, who carry 
on a regular trade between Calcutta and Koormoon; Their ordinary charge for 
·a letter is half an anna, and it is supposed by the witness that from 150 to 200 
letters are conveyed in each direction every month. There are several other 
villages in the vicinity of Koormoon. between which and Calcutta a regular com-
munication of the same kind is established. 'The time occupied by the cossids in 
travelling between Koormoon and Calcutta is about three days; but letters sent 
by the post, viti Burdwan, take a longer time, as they remain in the post-office 
there until a sufficient number accumulate, and are then forwarded by a hited 
messenger at a charge of two annas on each letter. The witness states, that if 
a .post-office were opened at Koormoon, or at the nearest police thanna, the 
people residing in the neighbourhood would universally employ it, and the num"! 
ber of letters passing }Jetwee~ the villages and Calcutta would greatly increase. 

75. '" The native community," observes the postmaster of Bal~ore, "will 
entrust- their letters to friends, acquaintances, and even strangers, rather than 
resort to the post. They prefer the great risk of loss, and the certainty of long 
delay in the delivery of their letters, to the payment of postage. The Ooryah, 
bearers are in service in all partS of the Lower Provinces. The homes of a large 
number of them are in the southern parts of this district. These servants are 
mostly well off. It is well known that they communicate with their friends fre
quently, but they very seldom send their letters by the post; almost all their 
letters are carried by private hand." A person Writing from Calcutta to Dehattn, 
a town 40 miles to the eastward, now sends his letter by post to Baugundee; to the 

care 

.. No/e.-The weio-ht which Nlemail cart can carry is 200 Ibs.; and as the average weight of the 
letter,mail is stated t~ be 72Ibs., there remains a margin of 128 Ibs. for lJUllghy parcels. 

t Appf'ndlx CA.) 1.\05.20 and 21. 
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care of a friend, for half an anna, and thence by private messenger at' an expense 
of six annas. An agent, employed in attendance at the· Courts at Jessore, writes 
to his family, who reside in the interior of the district, 28' miles from the station, 
at an expense of 8 or 10 annas for each letter. In Moorshedabad all letters 
between the' city and the interior are carried at '8. great expense' by , private 
messengers. 

. 76. Jt must be ,admitted that the practice of employing private messengers, 
like that of clubbing, is generally. resorted to, not only for the purpose of evading 
payment of postage, but also for avoiding unauthorized charges, for supplying 
the want of regulru: and frequent delivery, 1I.nd, for conv:eying letters to places to 
which,the post either does not run,'or goes by a circuitous...route. It indicates, • 
however, in some degree,.the extent to .which ,the Past-office would be used, if, 
together with a low .rate .of postage, proper .facilities were .given for the receipt 
and delivery of letters ,in the Mofussil. . 

77. In·the words of the Post-office Committee, which sat in England in 1838, 
"It is not by strong powers to be conferred by the Legislature, nor by the 
vigorous exercise of, such powers, that it will be possible to effect an impro~ed 
administration of the Post-officeaffairs. The Post-office must-recommend itself 
to the public, and secure to itself a virtual monopoly, by the greater security, 
expedition, punctuality and. cheapness with which it performs its office." At 
.the,same time the.law, in respect to the illicit carriage of letters, ids evident, 
,requires alteration and amendment; so as both to secure, as has been done in 
,England and the Colonies, to the Post-office, with certain exceptions, the exclu. 
,sivE: right of transmitting, conveying, collecting, carrying, receiving and deliver
~g letters" and, to. prevent parties from, making use of one Government depart- . 
ment to defraud another; and these o1;>jects we have prDvided for in the Draft"" 
Act we have prepared. . , 

Effect o~ the pen~y 78. In the ,United Kingdom the numQer of chargeable letters, passing tlu-ough 
postage In the ,the ,Post-o$ce in 1838, was 77,500,000 and the number of franks 7,000,000, 
United Kingdom. ak 

~~ ing in all B4,500,000,t This had ,increased to 346,000,000,:t in IB50; an 
mcrease of ,~pwards of 300 per cent. in ten years from the date on which the 
penny postage was established. The former, rates of postage, varying .according 
to distance, ceased on the 4th December 1839. The fourpenny rate on all • 
letters passing through the General Post came into operation on the 5th Decem
ber; and the general penny 'rate on all letters .on the lOth January 1840. The 
following table, compiled from McCulloch's" Commercial Dictionary to and,the 
HC • t hAlm '1Ifi d . , '. ompa~on 0 t e anac. or 1850 a~ IB5~, shows the gradual rate of 
mcrease m the correspondence of the Umted .Kmgdom, which resulted from 
the c~ange: 

Week ending En~1andand 
Vales. Scptland. 'Ireland. TOTAL. 

I " \ 

24tb:November 1839 - -. .1,252,977 153,065 179,931 1,585,973 
22nd December . 

1,583,'766 ' 199,032 " - - 225,889 2,008,687 
23rd February 1840 2,495,776 • - - 35:1,933 349,928 3,199,637 • 
24th January 1841 .. - 2,917,221i 380,242 386,555 3,684,023 
2~rd January 1842 - - 8,.214~165 423,245 421,273 4,058,683 
22nd January 1843 - - 3,342,910 445,132 462,148 4,250,190 
21st January 1844, - '. 3,579,741 454,058 487,953, 4,521,752 
21st January 1845 - - 3,995,041 ·513,955 532,146 5,041,142 
21st January 1846 ' - · 4,619,699 587,023 635,687 5,842,409 
21st January 1847 - · 4,836,279 615,598 674,877 6,126,254 
21st January 1848 - · 5,064,532 645,5EO 672,829 6,38,2,941 
21st January 1849 - - - No Return available - 6,641,796 
21st JanualY .1850 - - -. " 11 " - 6,593,127 

. 
'" Appendix (B.) No.1., 
t Report of Sel ect Committee on Postage, 1838. 

79. Duriner 
Companion to the Almanar-, 1851. 0 
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79. During the lSam.e..-period. the receipts. and charges, of: the Post-offi~e ,0:£. the 
United Kingdom hav~ been as follows: 

, . , 

I Cost of 
Pfl8tageCharge 

Year ending 

I 
Groos Revenue. Nel Revenue. Oil 

GovernDU!Jlt 
Management. Departmenls. 

- , 
. £. £. £. £ . 

5th January 1839 - - 2,346,278 686,768 1,659,510 45,156 

" 
1840, - - 2,3PO,763 756,999 1,633,764 44,277 

", 1841 - - 1,342,604 858,677 ,483,927 90,761 

" 1842 - - 1,495,54Q 938,169 557,371 113,255 

" 
1843 - - 1,578,145 977,504. 600,641 122,161 

I 

I 
No return. " 1849 - - I 2,192,478- 1,452,049 740,429 

" 
1860 - - 2,213,149 1,372,362 840,787 No return. 

80. Thus it appears that, ,in nine years after the introduction of the peuny 
postage, the gross receipts of I the. department have nearly reached the amount at: 
which they stood in. the-last year under the old system; and though the cost of 
management-has also largely increased, yet this appears to be owing chiefly to the 
extension of postal 'communication to new districts, to the conveyance of the mails 
by railway:, and to the· additional facilities afforded· for the transmission of letters 
to foreign·parts. The ~eate:t: part of the, additional expense would have had to 
be. incurred whether the uniform penny postage ~d been adopted 'or not. 

81. In the United States of America the number of chargeable letters which Effect ofreducing 
passed through the.. post-o~ce in 18~3 was ~4,267 ,552, yielding a return of pos~age in the 

, 3,525,268 ,dollars., , In 1845 the rates .of postage were reduced to 5 cents upon a Unlte~ States or 
half-oun(,e.ior '300 miles. and. under, ,and JO cents over. that distance; which. is AmellCIl. 

represented to have been a.reduction of .one"half. on the .rates previously in force. 
'Official Jranking! was.. at. the same .time discontinued~ but the privilege was retained 
in favour. of Members,oi.Cong;.ess and. of postmasters., Yet in .1847 the number 
of chargeable.JeUers passing.through the· post-office .had increased to 52,] 73,480, 

. yielding a return of 3, l88,.951 dollars; while at the saUle time the expenditure 
had diminished bY,more thaIL 500,000 ,dollars, and the department was. in a COD

dition to support itself ,without furt4er aid from the Treasury.:II= Since that time 
we are informed 'that 'the. Unuea Sf.ates.have.adopted an uniform rate of 3 ('ents. 

-on alLletters not. exceeding.half aILounce in.w~ight,. without.reference to distance. 

82~ The reduction-of ,postage ~n'the United' Kingdom'iu-1840 -affected a much Comparison 
larger proportion of the inland correspondence of the country than the adoption of between .penny . 
a single rate of even half an anna will affe~t of the ~orrespondence of India. Out r::~:~nh~;;~na 

. of the 77,500,OOOt-chargeable 'letters- above -mentioned, only-- 8,000,000 were' postage in India. 
penny post letters; upon which no reduction was made, and 12,500,000' were 2 d. 
and 3d. post letters on which the reduction was from 50 to 66 per cent. Of 'the 
remaining 57,000,000, those conveyed to distances not exceeding \00 miles were 
charged at rates varying from 4 d .. to 9d. 'on: each single letter, and upon them the 
reduction operated to the extent of from 75 to 89 per cent .. NoW' the adoption of 
a half anna single rate in India. would of itself have no direct effect at all upon the 
large proportion of the correspondence which is carried to a shorter distance thau 
'100 miles, and the relief in respect to the postage on letters conveyed to greater 
distances would also ,be less than it was. in the United Kingdom, though in a pro-

portion 

• Nute.-This information is gathered f{on II pamphlet published at New York in 1848, contain
.ing extracts fJl'om officiairetums lind llorresp,Jndenae. 

t Report of Seleet Committee on Postage, 1S,88. 
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portion decreasing with the distance.* But in the United King~om it has.requireo. 
an increase of more than 300 per cent. to restore the gross receIpts to the amount 
at whiflh they stood in 1839, and here, ~ will be shown,' an ~ncrease 0: 147.per 
cent. will suffice for the purpose. And wIde as the field was III the UDlted KIng
dom for extending the operation of the post, for giving greater fa..cilit!es for'the 
dispatch of letters, and eflectin~ their delivery with greater speed, It wJlJ bea~. no 
comparison in these respects with India, where. in the most favoured locabtles,. 
there is a post-office only in every police thana, and where in Bengal.~t least ~here 
are many districts in which the post does not reach beyond the princIpal station. 

83. Owing to the incompleteness and destruction of records, we are not able'to
lay before Government any general return for the whole of India of the increase 
in the number of letters which followed the reduction of postage in 1837 and 
1839, but the public accounts enable us to show the receipts from inland postaget 
in those and subsequent years. . 

• 
Bengal. 

North.west 
Madr .... Bombay. TOTAL. 

Provin .... 

- . 
Rs. Rs. lls. Rs. Rs. 

1837-38 - 4,58,000 ~,76,789 3,12,[,76 1,60,370 12,07,785 
1838-39 - 4,77,406 3,01,4111 ' 3,50,615 1,~5,673 13,05,185 
1839-40 - 4,29,526 3,05,358 3,27,388 1,60,945 12,23,217 
1840-41 - 4,20,113 3,45,794 3,27,547 1,55,588 12,49,042 
1841-42 - 4,56,903 3,75,433 3,52,448 1,66,'252 13,51,036 
1842-43 - 4,61,249 4,03,175 3,78,121 1,73,961 14,16,506 
1843-44 - 4,64,628 4,40,307 4,OO,6!-3 ' • 1',77,005 14,82,553 
1844'"-45 - 4,64,5~2 4,60,263 4,05,031 1,87,262 15,17,148 
184;;-46 - 4,30,116 5,02,575 4,02,066 1,97,615 15,32,372 
1846-47 - 4,20,011 5,73,104 3,94,380 2,04,552 15,92,047 
1847-48 - 4,01,355 5,48,577 4415,281 1,90,226 15,55,439 
1848-49 - 3,85,604 5,6~273 4,00,578 1,92,699 15,41,054 
1849-50 - - - - 5,40,455 - - - 1,92,498 

From this it may be gathered that the effect of the last reduction in 183!f, 
which was uniform on each single letter to the extent ,of 50 per cent. (the weight 
of the single letter being at the same time reduced from one tolah to a quarter of 
a tolah), was to increase the correspondence in the :first year by more than 100 
per .cent. aud in nine years by more than 150 per cent. It may also be inferred 
from the same statement that correspondence, under existing rates, and with 
existing means of receipt, transit and delivery, bas reached its maximum; the 
receipts from inland postage during the last four years baving been either 
s~ationary o~ retrograde .. A partial retu~n of the number of letters disl)atched at 
dIfferent periods from varIOUS post-offices JD the Maqras Presidency:J: shows that the 
increase in correspondpnc~ since 1838 varies from 28 to 704 per cent., and that 
the ~umber of letters passing, through the General ~ost.office of that Presidency

·has lDcreased from 469,269 lD 1838 to 1,110,985 lD 1846, bejng at the rate of 
136 per cent. . 

84. If 

. '* Note.-Compadson between the single rates, of English postage in 1839 and Indian postage. 
m1851:- ' 

England. India. England. India. 
Not exceeding" rl. Not exceeding rl. 

)5 Miles'-

'1 
230 Miles • h1 ' 

20 
" 

o . 300 12J 2 annas. 
30 i i ..... " " 50 

" 400 
13} 3 " -80 " 600 " 100 " 14 

" 120 " l~} 1 600 10} 4 . 170 " -
" " 700 

" -. 16 " 200 " 11 

But it must be remembered that the c)'lIrgeable weight of a single 1 tt . I d"" I . fif' h t 
the chargeable weil?ht of a single letter in England. e cr m n la IS on y one-" t 0 

Po~t~~~~-;!: !~~st~:b~~:uhnetfiogfUl!nels8Unndder tthe he)8d of Madrl1s represent the whole receipts of thl! 
" , pos age a one. 
~ Appendix (A.), NOB. 33 lind 34. 
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84. If the Govern~ent of India' a,e satisfied by the 'facts we, ,!lave presented, Whether the um
and the arguments we have nsc<l in support of the introdnction, of an nniform form rate of post
rate of postage, the only question remaining for discussion under this head ,is ~e ~n a single 
whether the rate of ~ingle posta~e shall be one anna or half an anna. To deter- a~tt: :h:~;::1r 
mine this it will be necessary to consider, first, the financial effect of each scheme an:a. r . 
upon the income of the Post-office, and,. secondly, how far the existing establish", 
ments are adequate for the conveyance of the additional correspondence to whicb 
the reduction may be expected to give rise. 

85. The financial I'esult of eithel' measure will be seen from the appended Financial result of 
statements* showing the actual postage on all the letters dispatched fl'om all the either plan. 
post-offices in India during a period of 28 days in 1850, and the postage which 
would be due u})on the same le'tters under an uniform system of which either one 
anna or half an anna on every letter not exceeding a quarter of a to1ah in weight 
is the basis. The same statements also show the results calculated from the same 
data for a period of 365 days. From this it will be observed, that as the postage 
realised in one ye,llr on chargeable letters, law papers, &c., under the present 
rates, amounts to Rs. 14,30,001. 2. 4., the utmost loss that the post-office could 
suffer, on the supposition that no increase of correspond~nce ensued, would, in 
the former case, be Rs.5,78,764. 15. 1., and in the latter, Rs.9,12,007. 7. 11. 

,Under the former scheme, howevep, the postage would be raised on 3,303,419 
single and '906,817 double letters; it would remain the same on 2,436,974; and 
would decrease only on 3,460,186. Under the latter, it would be raised on 
355.627 letters, not one of which is single; it would remain the same on 
4.026,379; -and be decreased on 5,725,390. And it must be 'remembered that, 
while the effect of raising the postage on double letters may be to cause them to 
become single, ana thus to diminish the weight but not the number of letters, 
the effect of' raising it on single letters, if any, must be to cause such letters to 
cease altogether. Although, therefore, in the one case, it ,,:ould require only an 
increase of' 5,700,000 letters, 01' about 56 per cent. of the pre~ent number, to make 
good the deficiency of income arising from r!lduction of postage, while in the 
other an increase of 14,800,000, or about 147 per cent., would be necessary, yet 
we should entertain little hope that the adoption of the forme' scheme would 

.augment the aggregate correspondence of the country, even to the desired extent. 
It would undoubtedly tend to increase the Dumber of letters between places 
distant f~om each other 200 miles and upwards (these being 34'24 per cent. of 
the whole), but this tendency would probably be more than nullified by the 
unfavourable operation of the rate on letters between places less than 100 miles 
distant from each otherf which form 41',57 per ('ent. of the whole. 

86. We have considered the advisableness of adopting a mixed rate, which Mixed plan sug
should leave untouched the present postage of half an anna on leHers not exceed- gested. 
ing a quarter tolah in weight carried less than 100'miIes, and impose an uniform 
rate of one aDna in all other letters not exceeding half a tolah; the postage on 
all letters above half a tolah and .not exceeding one tolah in weight, being two 
annas, and an anna being added for every additional half tolah. The financial 
I'esult of this scheme would b~ a loss of Rs.7,75,258. 5. 11. But there'are Objections. 
many objections to this scheme which appear to us conclusive against it. I t would 
destroy the simplicity 'and uniformity of the system, rendering the demand of 
postage dependent, in some measure, upon distance. It would involve the C011-

tradiction that the cost of conveying a letter depends upon the distance to which 
it is carried, when it has been shown that this is not the case. And further, it 
would limit the whole correspondence of the country', in the same proportion as 
the number of letters now conveyed for distances between 100 to 200 miles is 
limited -by the double rate imposed upon them. 

87. It may be objected to the adoption of an uniform rate of one half anna on Objection to half 
single letters, that, as the present average actual cost of each chargeable letter anna rate of post
passing through the Post-office is found to be a small fraction more than one annai', 8fe. on

b 
t?e ground 

the qovernment ought not to be called upon to receive, convey and deliver letters ~en~~; l::~a:~e 
.for a smaller charge. than, on an average of all the letters passing through the cost of each letter 
:post, will yield at least an equivalent. The Dumber of letters sent by post in to the Post-office. ' 

one .. 
• Appendix (A.), Nos. 6, 7 and S. , F 
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PAPERS RELATING TO TH~ . 
one yeiJ,r lIas been shown to be 10 118 763 and the postage that would be realised 

, • ','h h 'l' ate of half an anna. from that number of letters of equal weIg t, at t e' UID,orm .r , , 
on.the single letter has also been shown to be Rs. 5,17.993. 10. 5,* ThIS gIve: 
'an average postag; of 'B19. or a little more than four-fifths of an anna. on ~ac 
.letter. But if. ,as we confidently anticipate, the number of letters ,~ateflally 
.increases without increase of aggregate cost, the ,average c~st of rec~IvIng, co~
veying and .delivering each letter will diminish III proportIOn to the lOcrease In 

their number, If the increase in the number of letters be only ,5~ p~r cent., the 
average cost of each letter will be two-thirds o,f an anna, and If It Increases by 
150 per cent. the average 'Cost of each letter wIll be ,only two-fifths of an anna. 
In either case the average cost of each letter will be less than the ~verage amount 
of postage l"ealised upon it; and this appears to us to be a sufficIent answer 10 
the objection referred to, 

What increase of 88. lJ pon the suppo~ition that the uniform rate of half an anna on the unit of 
eorrespondence the qua:rter tolah is conceded, it is only necessary that the ~hargeable cor~e~-
necessary to remu- lpondence .of the country should increase bv 147 per cent. on Its present extent~ 
nerate the Post- . '. • fi' Tak" t 'd t: office for loss by ,10 order to make good the utmost financlaJ de cleney. .mg III 0 con,sl era .on 
reduction of post- .the evidence which has been already quoted, the augm~ntatlOn of the Il!come of 
age. the Post.office by the abolition of the franking privilege, which we shal! ,pres;ntly 
Half anna rate recommend, the facilities for the receipt 3\1d delivery of letters WhICh wIll be 
recommended. ,afforded by :an ,extended use of the district posts, and other means, an~ th,e check 

that will be imposed on peculation by the introduction of stamps. Vlewmg also 
the enormous increase in the correspondence of the United Kingdom, which, in 
the course of 10 years, has followed the adoption of a low and uniform postage; 
.and the effect, so far as .it can be ascertained, of the reduction of letter postage in 
India in 1839, we cannot hesitate, for a moment, to express our conviction, not 
,only that the required increase will take place in a very short period, but that the 
income of the Post,..office from chargeable letters will eventually exceed the 
.e«penditul'e. W e~ therefore, .recommend the adoption of the half anna uniform 
,rate on ,all letters not exceeding one quarter tolah in we~ght, without reference to 

Sufficiency of pre
sent means of con
veyance. 

Means of reducin4r 
the weight of the 
mails. 

.distance. . 

69. The ac~al 'Weight of the letters now passing through the Post-office, upon 
which in'land postage is ~chargeable, is only 18-61 per cent. of the entire weight 
'of the mails, the remainder consists of chargeable newspapers and franks. An 
increase of 147 per 'cent, i~ the num:ber of chargeable letters would, therefore, 
llmount to an incrt-ase of only 27i per cent. upon the aggregate weight of articles 
sent by the post; and from this must be deducted something for covers not 
actually on the public se;l'vice, such as privilege franks, letters 'of charitable and 
other funds and societies, and Sepoys' letters, which we propose to subject to the 
paymellt of postage. Now there is not a single line of road in the whole of 
India: ~>n which, on ordi~ary ~a!s the ~xisting mea.ns of conveyance are not 
SU~Clent to prOVIde for thIS addItIonal welght.t The only occasiolls on which the 
malls are overloaded, and that only on some of the principal lines of road are the 
~rl'ival of an Overland or ~teamer ma~l, the days on which the official 'gazettes 
Issue from the press, and (m Beng-al 3lone) the days in which "The Friend of 
India" newspaper is published. On some of these lines, such as those from Cal
cutta to D,acca an~ Berhampore, the services of an additional set of runners for 
these speCIal occaSIOns _are even now urgently required, and the necessitv for their 
eIr!ployment would JlQ,t be sensibly increased by ,any probable augmentation of 
prl¥ate" chargea?le correspondence. The tendency of adopting the half tolah 
grade, intermedIate between the quarter tolah and the tolah will be to diminish 
th~ weight of the ,mails; and if the other measures we shall ,propose for the same 
object be adopte?, we should be up-der no .apprehension of anv increase on the 
expense of tranSIt. " 

" gO. Thes.e measures, most of which will be more particularly noticed in the 
sequel, are- . ' 

Ist. Tbe discontinuance of duplicate chellans. 
2d. The disco~tinuance of th~ practice Qf returning ehellans. 
~d. The e.stabhshment of sorting or forw/lrd offices. • 

. 4th. The 

. *' ,AppendiJ: (A.), No.8. t ApPlln4i! LA.). Nos. ~qi~31 1I.~!132;. . 
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4th. The diminntion of the bulk of the official gazettes sent'into the 
interior, by publishing notifications ofl exclusively local interest in ,a supple
ment for local circulatioll. 

5th. The abolition of the franking privilege, and consequent reduction in 
the weight of Dlany covers which are now sent free of postage: 

6th. The dispatch of official gazettes, especially those in the vernacular 
language, by ba.nghy. At present, jn Bengal, the rule is to dispatch them 
by post on three successive days, so that those sent on the second a.nd third 
day do not reach their destination so soon' as they would if dispatchfld by 
banghy. 

7th. The strict limitation of the weight of packets sent by the letter mail 
to 12 totahs. . 

91 .. If the number of chargeable letters should hereafter increase to a greater HalfaJ!na postage 
extent than we lJave anticipated, it can easily be demonstrated that any additional on chargeable leli
expense that may have to be incurred for their conveyance, will be met by the terms ~dre than

fr h d h Th I d f . I . Ib 7 au Clent to de ay postage c arge upon t em. e oa 0 a SlOg e runner IS 18 s. or 00 tolahs, their cost. 
and allowing 250 tolahs for the mail-bag, and necessary packets, it may be said 
that a runner can carry 450 t01ahs of chargeable articles. Now the average 
weight of a letter chargeable ns nofexceeding one',quarter of a tolah in weight, is 
about seven-tenths of that weight, '* and hence the number of single letters that go 
to make up one tolah is nearly six; but if we take h at five, the number of single 
letters which a runnel" can carry will be 2,250. The postage of these letters, at 
the uniform rate of half an anna, is Rs.70. 5., which, if multiplied by 60 (the 
number of dispatches both ways on eaeb line. of road in 3() days) will give 
Rs. 4,218, 12. a month, a sum sufficient to maintain a set of runners' at stages of 
six miles apart on a line of road" 6,300 miles in length; and if the increase of 
chargeable letters beyond the existing means of conveyance on any line of road 
should be only enough to make up one-sixth of a load, the postage on them will 
maintain a set ofrunners on a line of more than 1,000 miles. 

92. 'Ve recommend the discontinuance of the special ,rat~of postage llOW Law-papers, &0. 
charged upon law papers, accounts, vouchers, &c. The uniform rate of half an 
anna on a single letter will carry a cover weighing 12 tolahs (nearly 5 ounces) to 
any pal t of India for 3 rupees, and we see no reason for e::ltempting documents of 
the above description from that charge. The number of papers sent under this 
privilege has been very small, being only 11,366 in a year. t 

93. The rates of ship postage in India. are extremely moderate, and were esta- Ship·letter postag~ 
blished on the principle, that as the conveyance of ship letters costs the state 
nothing beyond the bounty of 1 anM on imported letters, payable to the com-
mander of the vessel in which they are brought, it was sufficient to charge for a 
single letter, in addition' to that sum, a small amount to meet the expense of 
establishment at the ports of dispatch and receipt. By the law of 1837, the rate~ 
of ship-letter postage were fixed at 2 annas for every single letter outward, and 3 
annas for every single letter inward, and this was reduced in 1846 to 1 anna fO.r 
:the former and 2 annas for the latter. Inland postage is also charged on ship 
letters coming from or going to any place in the interior. 

94. Upon letters passing from one port to another in India, both outward and Alteration recom
inward ship postage is taken, one at the port of dispatch and the other at the port mended. 
of receipt. We do not propose to raise the rates of ship postage on such letters, 
but with a view to ensure pre .. payment in all practicable cases, in accordance witb 
a part of our plan llereafter to be explained, we propose to subject all ship letters 
to a charge of 3 annas on the single letter, payable (except in the case of foreign 
letters) at the port of dispatch. The effect of this 1Vill be to raise the postage on 
foreign ship letters from I to 3 annal'! on outward and from 2 to -3 annas on 
inward letters, not exceflding 3 tolahs in weight; a charge which will not be found 
to press heavily on any portion of the public, and which, on a letter of that weight, 
is only one-half of the inland postage at the uniform rate. 

95. it 

• Appendix (A.), No. 10. ' 
t Note.-In t~e Calcutta General Post-office there have been five instances since 1846 in which 

the penalty of Rs. 50 has been' levied on law-papers, &c., found to contain writing. In some post
offices it is the custom to mark all law-papers, &c.; as " doubtful," in order that they may be opened 
at the office of receipt, whether there be IIny speCial groundd for suspicion or not. 

87. ' F 2 
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E.xpense entailed 95. It must be remembered, although we do not put forward the circumstance 
On the PO,st-office as an argument for increasing the rates of ship letter postage, that the Govern
bY
f themruntenance ment ~ow incur a laro-c expense in keepinO" up a steam comm'unication between o steam commu- I:> I:> •• 1 d b 

nication between Calcutta and the ports on the Bunnese coast In th~Ir own vesse s, an etween 
Bombay and Kura- Bombay and Scinde in the vessels of a private company, for an annual payment 
chee. " of 65,000 1'upees, chargeable on the Post.office. Letters and newspapers "ent by 

these !ltea~ers are subject only to the ordinary rates of ~hip p~stage. The number of 
Bengal - 6,002 ship letters dispatched from the several ports of India., durmg' the month of July 
BMadbrall : 21'110821 1850 is showrt in the marO'in. It is not a fair cdterion of 'tho number of such 

om ay -, ., , 0 'h b f I I 
--, -_ letters passing through the Post-office in one year, as t e num er 0 vesse s e~v-

TOTAL - 9,280 ing and arriving at the several ports (especially those on the western coast) "durmg 
Appendi.x, Nos.35, the monsoon, is smaller than at other seasons. 
36 and 37. ' 
Extra bounty on 
transfer letters. 

Steam postage. 

Propo'sal of Her 
Majesty's Post
master-general. 

Consolidated post. 
age on steamer 
letters. 

Present svstem of 
taxing stel1mer I 
letters ill. India. 

Steamer letters to 
and from Presi
dl'ncy towns lind 
other sea-ports., 

Consolidated rate 
recommended. 

96. Section XVIII, Act No. XVII., of 1837, provid~s for the payment of an 
extra bounty" of half an anna on every letter or, packet tra~s?ip ped at one port of 
India, and brou()'ht by sliip to another. Thss clause was orIgmally framed to pro
vide for the, c:se of letters ,brought by one ship to Madras, and, $ent ,up to 
Calcutta by another. The Committee of 1836 were of o~inion .that th~ cll~rge 
should not be continued; and, .as, the rule has become practICally 1ll0peratIve, smce 
the establishment of steam communication, we recommend that it be annulled, and 
have acco:rdingly omitted it in the Draft Act which accompanies this Report., 

97. The basis of our suggestions in regard to, steam postage is the .letter from 
Her Majesty's Postmaster-general, dated the 9th September 1850, whICh appears 

'to have bee~ received in your dE!partment with a despatch from the Honourable 
Court of Directors, 'and has been communicated to us through the local govern
ments. 

98. Th.e object of Her Uajesty"'s Postmaster-general is two-f~ld; First,' to 
arrange for the payment, in one sum, <of all the postage, steam and inland, charge
able on letters sent from England to their ultimate destination in India; Second, 
to make the pa~ent of such consolidated 'postage optionnl. 

99. 1n connection with the adoption of an uniform inland postage of half an 
anna on letters not exceeding a quarter of a t<>lah, the first proposal of Her Majesty's 
GoVel'llment may' be effected 'Yithout ,difficulty, and extep.ded with advatltage to 
all ]etters sent by British packet to and from India, and from one port in India. to 
~nbther. 

100. The present system of charging postage on steam letters to .and from the 
interior, partly by one scale of weight and partly by another, gives rise to incon
venience, errQr and delay, which would be entirely obviated by the imposition, once 
for al,I. of a consolidatf'd postage, calculated on the avoirdupois scale, that should 
take every letter to its ultimate, destination, at lea~t within the limits of the 
British empire. • 

101. Th£:' plan proposea by Her Majesty's Postmaster-general would also bring 
under charge to the East India Company, aU steamer letters received and delivered 
at the sea-P?rt towns; these are now exempt from the payment of any posta8"e 
except to the' Post-office of the United Kingdom, although, as has already been 
'shown, the receipt and delivery of letters cost the Indian Post·office more than 
.their conveyance, and a large establishment is maintained at each Presidency town • 
and sea-port for the special purpose of receiving and deliverinO' letters and other 
covers which tll'rive, or are intended for dispatch, by the PeniJ~sular and Oriental 
.Company's steamers. 

10;. The chargeable we~ght of a single steamer letter is half an ounce, equal 
to 1';e15 t~lah. At the umform half anna rate the inlanu postaO'e on a letter not 
exceedin~ 1 tol~h in weight, would be 'Q ann;s, and on a lett~r not exceedinO' 
'} ~ tol,al~ l1l weight, 3 nnnas; but, as the fraction by which half an ounce exceed~ 
a tolah IS le~s than a qnaltel' of a tolah, and the average actual weight of charge
able letters IS fo.und to be considerably less than their clJargeabJe weight, it will 
not be an unfaIr arrangement for the Indian Post-office if inland postaO'e b 
charged on steamer letters not exceeding half an ounce in weight as if th~y d'~ 
not exceed 1 tolal! in weight, especially as steamer letters not exceec!l'no- a ua t

1 

h' If + 1 h . . l' '11 . 0 q r er or a a ~o a. 1Il wClg It '~1 , by that means, besubject to the same charge. 

103. 'Ve 
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103. - We therefore propose, that on all steam~l" letters sent to' and from India 
there be charged. according to the British scale of weight, such a rate of consoli~ 
dated postage as shall enable Her Majes~y's Postmaster-general to credit the East 
India Company with two 'annas or three-pence upon every letter not exceedinO' 
half an ounce in 'weight, and a like sum for every additional rate of British posta(J'~ 
on each letter. Whether t]lis sum should be 8.11owed, out of tbe present stea~ 
postage chargeable op. such letters, as it has been,proposed to do in the case of 
pamphlets and books as hereafter noticed under the head or "Banghy," or whether 
the rates of steam postage should be raised to I 8. 3d. (or ten annas) on each single 
letter, -is a question to be determined by Her Majesty's Government. We have 
only to express our opinion" that nothing less than a payment of 3d. on each sinO'le 
letter will be an adequate indemnification for the expense entailed on the Indian 
Post-office for receiving, conveying and delivering letters of this description. 

104. As a part' of the same plnn, we w~uld propose for consideration, that all Soldiers' letters. 
soldiers' letterl'j sent or received by British packet, should be subject to a com,oli-
dated postage of 3d. the half ounce, if posted in the United Kingdom (that 
being the rate now charged by Her l\Jajesty's Pust-office 011 unpaid soluiers' Ietterii 
received from abroad in private ships, and on all suell letters sent to several of the 
African colonies), or two annas if posted' in India; 2 d. in each case being 
credited to the Indian Post· office towards defraying the cost of inland receipt,' 
conveyance and delivery. Although 'the correspondence of European soldier~ as 
welJ as that of the sepoys, within the limits of India, may fairly be charged with 
the uniform half anna rate, rising according to the I ndian scale of weight, yet we 
sh'ould 'be unwilling, on grounds no less of humanity than of policy, to impose on 
the former any charge which coulll be supposed to have the effect of restricting 
freedom of communication with their friends at home. 

105. If anything s1,lould occur to prevent the adoption of this plan, the only Alternative sug
other practicable course would be, to charge -inland postage at the uniform rate on gested, butdndot 

11 1 . th '1 d . h' d h recommene. a steamer etters, 1D e same manner as III an postage IS c arge at t e present 
rates in addition to steam postage; in that case, all steamer letters posted at any 
sea-port, for dispatch from thence by British packet, should be cha"tged with inland 
postage at-the unifOI'm rate, aecording to the inland scale of weight, in addition 
'to the steam postage to which they are liable, the payment of such postage by 
means of stamps being compulsory. This payment would be no mo,re than a fair 
'remuneration to'the Indian Post-office for the expense of receiving and delivering 
steamer covers at such places_ We should not, however, recommend tbe levy of 
any additional postage on letters re~ei~'ed by British packet for local delivery at 
a sea-port, on account of the delay and trouble it wOll1d oeeasion, nor should we 
recommend the charge of inland postage on newspapers either delivered or received 
at such places, This arrangement, however, is not one which we propose; it is 
merely suggested as the alternative to be adopted in case the plan of taking a 
-eonsolidated postage be not sanctioned. 

106 .. With r('gard to the second object proposed by Her Majesty's Postmaster
general, we think, that with reference to the difficulty of realising and accounting 
for postage on unpaid letters in India, and to the delay in the delivery of letlers 
to whlch the practice of admitting unpaid letters gives rise, the option of pre
payment ll<lW allowed to the public Qught to be withdrawn, and that pre-payment 
should be made compulsory in all cases, either by sending unpaid letters to the 

Pre-payment of' 
steam postage 
should be com
pulsory. 

Dead Letter-office, or by subjecting them to a higher charge Number of Paid and nnpaid Steamer Letters received 

011 delivery. The numLer of letters now received in India in India from tbe Un,ted Kingdom in 1850. 

Paid. 

Bengal - - 82,230 
MadlBS . - 68,200 
Bombay - - 182,862 

'fOTAL - - 333,292 

from the United Kingdom on which the steam postage is un
paid, though enough to retard seriously the delh'ery of the 
letters, and to cause much needless correspondence and I!-c
count, does not bear 51> large a proportion to the number of 
paid letters, as to lead to the inference ttlat the option is 
a privilege much "alued by the puhlic; and the evidence we 
have collected in. India points to a like conclusion, provided 
pre-payment be marle compulsory both in England and India. 'Ve t_herefoie 
strono-I)" recommend that the pre-payment of steam postage. be made compulsory, 
at le;st to the same extent as the pre-payment of inland postage. 

F3 II. NEWSPAPER. 

Unpaid. TOTAL. --29,935 112,165 
13,620 81,820 
33,119 215,981 

76,674 409,966 



Number and 
weight of news
papers passing 
through the Post:' 
office. 
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II. NEWSPAPER POSTAGE. 

107. The n~mber of chargeable newspapers dispatehed'inland th.rough 'all the 
post-offices in India during a period of 28 days* is 106,756, theIr chargeable 
weight 428,324 tolahs, and their estimated actual weight (calculated by the actual 
weighment of 31,592 newspapers passing through the Ca.lcutta General Post-office, 
in one month t) 317,703 tolahs. This, fora whole year, gIves a return of 1.,~91,640 
p.flwspapers. actually weighing 4,L41,484 tolahs.:j:. The expense of receIvI~g and 
distributing each newspaper is' found, by COmparI?g the t?ta~ n~mber WIth. the 
proportionate shar~ of the annual expense of receipt and dIstrIbutIOn, to be 725 
of an anna, the same as in the case of a chargeable letter.~ B?t the expense of 
conveying each newspaper, calculated according to its weight, IS 3'2977 annas; 
and the whole expens~ incurred by the Post-office on account of each newspaper 

J is 4'0227 annas. 

Distanc~s to which 108. The number of newspapers sent in 28 days to distance~ a~cord~ng to 
they are sent, and which single, double and treble rates are respec.tively c1largeable, IS glv~n In the 
postage on them. A II f: B b po ted ,margin. very large number of these, espeCla y rom om ay, are 1m r f 
Not d' 20 il 5 newspapers which are conveyed at a more favourable rate tban those 

excee 109 m es - ), 36 b' .,' 
" .. 400" _ 58,182 published in India, the maximum weight of a single newspaper em~ In t 

Above - 400 " e' - 47,038 one case 6, and in the other only 3~ tolahs, and the ascendmg scale bemg 
'lorn - ~ - 106,756 by 6 tolahs in the one case, and by 3 in the other. We regret that 'We 

Distinction be
tween imported 
and local news
papers should be 
discontinued. 

are unable to state the e~act proportion of imported newspapers ~nd of 
those published in India, but the "amount of postage levied on newspapers gene
rally II will serve for the purpose of estimating the financial effect of any change in 
the rates, 'provided the charge on all newspapers be hereafter the same, and that 
t~e distinction between imported and local newspapers be no longer maintained. 

109. 'We see no reason for the distinction hitherto made in this respect. 
Besides the unfairness of encouraging foreign newspaper publications to the dis-
advantage of those printed in India, it appears to us' that the indulgence, which 
tends more than any other Post-office regulation to overload the mails and to 
entail expense on the department, is not needed. The 'Overland summaries, 
printed exclusively for Indian circulation, may be compressed,. without inconve
nience, to the maximum weight of 3t tolah8 allowed for Indian newspapers and 
summaries; and ,it would be no hardship on those who are in the habit of taking 
in the weightier English weekly and daily newspapers, either to pay for the luxury 
of receiving them by letter post! or to submit to the delay of receiving, them by 
banghy. , 

Newspaperschiefiy 110: The total num'ber of newspapers passing through the Post-office is some
sent to Europeans. thing less than one-seventh, of tIle number of chargeable letters, and by far the 

larger part of them is circulated among the EUl"ollean port!on of the community. 

Newspapers in the 
United Kingdom. 

r 
I 

1 i 1. In the United Kingdom newspapers are carried by t11e PORt free of charge, 
but all newspapers, whether sent by post or not, are subject to a stamp-tax of 
from o~e pen.ny to two-pence according to size. The number of newspaper 
stamps Issued m the l!nited Kingdom in 1850 was 89.346,010, yielding a revenue f 
of 350,289l. 98. :id., equal to more, than one-fourth of the whole charges of the 
Post-o~ce department. 

• Appendix (A,), No. lI. 
t Appendix (A.), No. 10: 

:f: Appendix CA.), No. 13. 
§ Appendix lA.), No. 13. 

II Amount of Postage on Newspapera despatohed by Inland Post. 
~ ..... e t • 1 

Bengal - - • 
N orrh-west Provinces 
Madras - - _ 
Bombay - -

TOTAL - 1-

In 28 IJaYlt. 

R,. a. p. 
4,826 1 0 
4,281 12 0 
3,181 0 0 
7,232 ~ 0 

19,521 o 0 

In One Year. 

Rs. a. p. 
62,911 2 9. 
55,815 10 8 
41,466 0 8 
94,276 11 8 

2,54,470 2 9 

'IT Note.~Companion to the Almanac for 1851. 

112. It 
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. J ~2. It has been suggested, and the suggestion appears to have been favourably Stamp-tllX on ftll 
-receIved by the Government, .that a stamp-tax on all newspapers should be sub. newspapers. 
stitute.d for the present charge on those sent by the public post. This chancre is 
deprecated generally by the press •. a.nd especially by the proprietors of those 
newspapers which depend for support chiefly or in a great.measure on their local 
cir~Iation. Weare decidedly opposed ,to the adoption of thitl plan, on the fol. 
lOWIng grounds: 

;]'irst. A-tax upon the diffusion of useful information (and it cannot be denied 
that the information circulated by the newspaper.press in India is of that character). 
if justifiable at all, is only so under the most pressing emergency, such as does not 
exist in the present case. 

Secondly. A general stamp on newspapers, in lieu of a postage charge, cannot 
be imposed on the ground of its being an equivalent for service rendered, as no 
such service is rendered in the case of newspapers circulated otherwise than by 
post. . 

Thirdly, A stamp-tax would act 'most unfairly upon the proprietors of English 
newspapers at the Presidency towns and sea-ports. Those publisl;1ed in the 
interior have scarcely any 'local circulation' at alI. 

Fourthly. It would completely annihilate the native newspapers, which are 
published at a very low price and depeud for their support mainly on local circu· 
lation. On many of thes;e papers a stamp of one .anna (which is the lowest that, 
has ever been ,proposed) would be a tax of Jpore than 200 per cent. A stamp of 
half an anna. would in like manner be a tax. of lQO per cent. on such p~pers. 

Fifthly. If a stamp-tax be imposed on all pewspapers, the daily advertising 
,gazettes published in Calcutta, and circulated gratis in all parts of the city and its 
environs, cannot with any fairness be excluded from its operation. As it is, the 
daIly papers suffer from the competition of these ,prints; and ir the lucal circu. 
lation of the former only were limited by the imposition of a tax, their loss in 
advertisements would probably be greater than their loss in subscriptions. On 
the other hand, the imposition of a tax on the advertising gazettes would greatly 
limit their circulation, if ,not entirely suppress them,'"' and the public would be 
deprived of what they justly regard as a great cOI;lvenience, and a valuable means 
of facilitating commercial transactions. 

Sixthly. The ,interest of the public 'of each Presidency being centred in its 
own Presidency town, and little excited by the occurrences of other Presidencies, 
'it is not'to be supposed that the -distant circulation of newspapers would increase 
under the imposition of an uniform tax in an equal, proportion to the decrease in 
local circulation. All that .is 9f general iI!terest in the papers, of one Presidency 
is copied into the papers of all the others. 

Seventhly. The 'anangements necessary for affixing stamps to newsp~pers 
would involve expense, and subject the proprietors of newspapers to the annoy-

'ance and vexation of excise restrictions. To the proprietors of papers in the 
interior the inconvenience of having to send their paper 'to a distance to ,be 

'stamped would be int(>lerable; and yet the Government would hardly be prepared 
to provid~ the means of stamping newspapers at every place at which a press may 
be established. . 

Eighthly. Public opinion in .the United Kingdom has clearly manifested it!;elf 
against tIle principle of the tax,. and it seems highly probable that it will soon be 
abandoned, and a small postage charge on newspapers imposed instead, as is now 
the case in the United States of America. 

113. It has been urged in 'favour of imposing a stamp-tax on all newspapers, Argument in sup. 
that by subjecting them to an,equal charge, without reference to distance, their port of a stamp
character is likely to be improved, and their observations directed to subjects of tax on newspapers. 
general interest' rather than, to local topics. This may be.3, reason for reducing 
the po&tage rates on newspapers as far as practicable, but it is no reason for im· 
posing a tax on newspapers not sent through the post. Moreover, it may be 
doubted, on other grounds, whether such an argument ought to have any weight 
with Government, as an attempt to influence the character of newspaper publica-

tions 

'" Note.-Of tlle, Calcotta. Exchange Gazette, 1,300 copies Bre issoed daily, Sundays excepted. 
An anna. stamp on this paper would amount to upwards of Rs. 25,000 a year; a-sum far in excess of" 
,the profits. • 

t\7. . f' 4 



Stamp-tax not 
recommended. 

Expense of news· 
papers to the Post
office. 

Effect of uniform 
rate of two annas. 

No present change 
reoommended •. 

Uniform rate of 
two annas the 
most suitable. 

'Proposa1 to in- I 

crease the charge. 

PAPERS HELATING TO THE 

tions by the imposition of a tax, may be regarded as an- interference repugnant to 
the law of 1835, and to all received opinion regarding the liberty of the pres::;. 

114. On the whole, we nre of opinion that a.stamp-tax on ne~\"spap~rs is o,?jec., 
tionable in principle, and that regard being had to the comparn:tIvely sma.ll c~rcu
lation of ne" spapers in J ndia, to the further probable contractIOn of theIr. Clrcu .. 
lation which might be expected to ensue, and to the ~xpense an~ annoyance 
attending' the imposition of such a tax, it would defeat Its own object, and be 
productive of unmixed eyil. • ' 

115. We are not insensible of the great advantage which the country derives 
ii'om the free circulation of newspapers, and conceive it to be the duty, no less 
than the interest, of the Government to encourage it by every proper means con
sistent with considerations..of finance. But since, as we have shown, the average 
expense or each newspaper passing through the Post-office is more than four annas, 
and' since we have recommended the adoption of the half ann!/. rate on lette~s by 
which an immediate loss of revenue, to the extent of nine lakhs of rupees wIll be 
ris~ed, we cannot advise the Government to make any present reduc.tion in the 
rates of newspaper postage. Even if a large increase in the number of news
papers sent by post were to follow the adoption of lower rates (a point on which 
the proprietors of newspapers are 110t unanimous, an,d regarding which we enter
tain some doubt), this circumstance, so far as the Post-ofhce is concerned, would 
be of no advantage, but the contrary; for the conveyance of each newspaper 
would still cost much more than the postage paid for it, and the additional weight 
woul.d require the employment of additional establishment. The whole of the 
existing available but unoccupied means of transit is rp.quired to meet the pro
bable increase in the number of letters that may be expected under the half-anna 
rate, and we regard the adoption of an uniform low rate of letter-postage as a 
measure of infinitely wider importance, in the present circumstances of India, than 
any diminution of newspaper postage. 

116. An uniform 1'8 te of 2 annas OIl every newspaper not exceeding 3 A tolahs i~ 
weigllt. 4 annas on every newspaper not. exeeeding 6 to,]ahs in weight, and an 
extra 2 annas for every additional 3 tolahs .or frac'tion 'of the !lame, without refer
ence to distance or to locality of publication, would yield, on the present number' 
of newspapers passing through the post, less by nearly Rs. 50,000 than the income 
now derived from that source*. rhe adoption of an uniforn;t rate would be con
sistent with th\3 course we _have proposed in regard to letters, as the e~pense of 
conv~yance does not depend upon distance more in one case than on the other;. 
but as we are unwilling~ on the one hand, to recommend a higher uniform rate than 
2 annas on the single newspaper, or, on the other, to l)ropose any sacrifice of 
revenue for the attainment of an ~bject ~f doubtful advantage to any but the pre
sent readers of newspapers at statIons dIstant from the place of publication, we 
feel compelled ,to reft:ain from adv~sing any change in the existinO' system beyoIild 
that of subjecting imported newspapers to the Rame rates as th~se published in 
India. 

" 

117. At the same time, if. the Government should be of opinion that by takinO' 
o~ an anna. from. the presen~ ,postage on single newspapers sent upwarus of 400 
mIles, and Imposmg an addItIOnal anna on those sent 20 miles and under the 
circulation of newspapers would be materially extended and the sphere of their 
use~ulness enlar~ed ; .andif the Government should further be prepared, for the 
attamment of thIS object, and for the sake of the advantaO'es incidental to, uni
formity of charge, to incur the expense of additional mea~s of transit we may 
record. our opinion that It single rate of 2 annas on all newspapers' ~ombine I 
with the present scale of weight, is, on the whole, the best that could be adopte~. 

118. An application has been made to us by the proprietor of one newspaper" 
soliciting-

"" Present postage • _ _ _ 
Postage :from uniform rate of 2 annas 

Rs.· a. p. 
2,54,470 2 9 

- • 2,08,118 0 10 

RI.46,351 11 11 

Some allowance must 'also be mnde for decrease in the number of im t d . 
quence of the preposed alteration in the scale of w~ight by which they ar~':o~ :;~ie~~ers 1D con.se-
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soliciting that the maximum chargeable weight of a single newspaper may be a~te weight of 
,raised to 3t tolahs; but, with reference to the extreme importance of restricting smgle newspape~~ 
the bulk and weight of articles sent by the mail, we are unable to support this D.gt supported, 

. proposal. It appears also that the measure would be of very partial benefit, as 
the average' weight of newspapers published in India is generally much_ below* 
the present maximum. 

119. Having sb.,own that the cost of each newspaper sent through the post is Newspapers may be 
considerably more than ,the postage levied upon it, it follows that nothing is to sent otherwise thaD. 
be gained by preventing persons from sendjng newspapers otherwise than by post, by post. 
or by vesting the Post-office with the same privileges in regard to the receipt, 
conveyance and delivery of newspapers, as we propose to give in respect to letters. 
Supposing the whole of the avaHl!-ble means of conveyance to be required for 
letters, it must rather Le the object of Government to encollrage the transmission 
of newspapers by some other channel. In the United Kingdom newspapers may 
be sent from one place to another otherwise than by post, and the same rule 
should apply to India. 

120. In regard to the' postage on newspapers sent and received by ship, we Ship postage on 
propose to,make no change in the present rate of charge ~or single and double newspapers. 
covers; but we see no reason for maintaining a different scale of weight from that 
by which inland newspaper postage is regulated, especially as we have proposed 
to discontinue the differential charge of iuland postage on newspapers imported 
from abroad. At present the maximum chargeable weight of a single 11ewspaper 
sent by ship is 6 tolahs, and single postage is added for every additional 6 tolahs. 
We recommend tha~ the maximum weight of a single newspaper should be 
3t tol3hs in all cases, and the scale of weight by which inland postage is' calcu-
lated made applicable also to ship postage. 

III. POSTAGE STAMPS. 

121. We now come to the question of payment by means of stamps; ~nd we 
have to consider- First, whether the use of stamps is applicable to India; 
secondly, "hether their use should be made compulsory in all cases of pre
payment; and,;thirdly, how stamps shall pe provided and distributed. 

122. The opinion of the officers of the department, and of all the persons, Opinions. 
European and,nath'e, who have been consulted on'this occasion" is entirely in 
favour of the introduction of payment by means of stamps; it has been already 
recomme~ded by the Postm~sters-generatof the several Presidencies and by the 
local Governments. 

123. Mr: Tayler writes :-" The substitution ,of stamps for lno~ey payments Mr. Tayler. 
would, if properly carried out, be, I think, .~ighly acceptable to the pub,Iic and 
eminently advantaO'eous to the department: The advantages he enumerates, 
are, .,' Simplificati6n' of accounts; removal of temptation for moonshees to destroy 
post-paid letters for the sake of the'postage; increased rapidity in the action of 
the office, both in the postage and delivery,departments." "After a certain 
interval," he adds,' " I would make the,use of stamps compulsory, as the 0111y 
way to obtain the full advantages of the system. If, besides the fadIities'for the' 
sale and purchase of stamps, they were always on sale at all post-offices, there 
could be no hardship in rendering their use compulsory, as a person who posts a 
letter and pays an anna at the office could at the same place and time procure and 
affix an anna stamp. I would have a small stamp manufactured in England so as 
to prevent the possibility of successful fabrication. I consider compulsory pre-
payment and the use of stamps as closely linked and intimately dependent on 
each other, and both on the introduction of an uniform low rate of postage. 
I would introduce all these measures or none." 

124. Mr. Riddell observes :-.-" The advantages to be anticipated from the use Milo Ridrlell. 
of stamps are the removal of all temptation on the part of Post-office subor-
dinates to peculation, the absence of all inducement to destroy letters for the 
sake of the nostage, and the economy and simplicity which would he introduced 

. ~ into 

• Appendix (A.), Nos. 41 and 42. 
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into the accounts of the departmeut 'by the virtual abolition of money payment. 
I. am not aware of any valid objection to the use of stamps on payment of, 
postage. . .. 

" The stamps used in England and France have answered well In tho,se countrIes" 
and I se~ no reason why it should not ~e suited for India. , 

" Stamps should, I think, be supphed thr~ugh the stamp-office at a small 
discount to all persons willing to sell them in retail." 

Mr. Ravenscroft. '125. Mr. Ravenscroft states :-" There can be no question that the use of 
stamps is far preferable to money payments, chiefly be?ause it is to the publio a 
safer and more convenient form of payment; removes from messengers sent to 
post letters the temptation to make away with them, as experience has shown has 
too often been the case: places' it entirely out of the ro~er of the Post-office 
subordinates to suppress letters for the sake of approprIatmg the postage, and 
tends to simplify ac~ounts and to diminish la~our. . . ., 

" If stamps be introduced, I would leav.e 1t optIOnal wIth partles eIther. to use 
them or to pay the postage in money, according as circumstances might dlctate; _ 
self-interest and convenience will no doubt lead to a preference for the I'tamp. 
As rt:gards the device, I am scarcely competent to give an opinion, but it. occurs 
to me that a stamp similar to the penny stamp would be the best, as bemg the 
most difficult of imitation; the danger of which is, as far as I am aware, the only 
objection that can be urged against the introduction of stamps in this country. 
The experiment has answered admirably in England, and I do not see why it 
should not pe successful in this oountry. 

" A sufficient supply of stamps (which should be coloured red) could always be 
obtained from England; and, with tespect to the sale of these, I think that they 
might. for the convenience of the public, be sold at the general and subordinate 
post-offices and collector's cutcheries at a small discount; when a large supply is 
taken, as is the case in ~ngland, to shopkeepers and others." 

Mr. Brown: ,126. Mr. Brown says :_U The introduction of low rates of postage on letters, 
when combined with pre-payment and collection by means of stamps, will be a 
signal improvement, and highly satisfactory to the public; i~ would greatly 
simplify the accounts and expedite the delivery of letters, and consequently tend 
to economise the management of the Post-office." 

.Public bodies. 127. The Chambers of Commerce at Madras and Bombay and the Trade 
Association of Calcutta warmly advocate th~ introduction of stamps; and aU who 
pave beyn consulted are unanimous as to the expediency. both in a moral and 
fiscal view, of substituting them for money payments, as not only materially 
simplifying the working of the postal system, by reducing the labour and accounts 
of the department, but as removjng from all subordinates, and from all employed 
to post letters, the temptation to destroy them with the view of appropriatinO' the 
postage, .and thus giving greater security to the dispatch of letters. 0 - . 

Of the native com· 128. The .native residents and merch'ants of the Bengal Presidency aO'ree in 
munity. thinking that the public would not object to stamps, provided the use of them be 

properly explained, and that they be made readily procurable. . The use of stamps 
would afford assurance to the public that their letters would not be destroyed for 
the sa~e of the postage; 'th~y'would be gladly used, as tending greatly to the 
convemence both of the public and the Post-office, and to the security and speedy 
dispatch of le.tters; in. the cour~e of a week the s,fstem would be understood by 
everyone havlUg occaSiOn to write a letter. If the lUtroduction of postage stamps 
were accompanied by a reduction in the rates of postaO'e the people would connect 
~be. two, an.d consider it an inestimable boon. There

o 
would be nu difficulty at all 

III ll1troduc:ng the use of p?stag~ st~mps; the nature of stamps is understood by 
everyone m the Company s territorIes, and there would be no more difficultv in 
applying them to th~ postage of letters than to any other purpose. They would be 
a .very great conveUle~ce both to the public and the Post-office, and would con
tr~bute both t? the db patch and security of letters; there might be some little 
nllsunderstandmg at first, but the people would soon become accustomed to them' 

, they would be a great convenience to merchants, and would be generally under~ 
~~ood by the people, ~vho are h~bituated to the use of stamps for other purposes. 
I here would be no difficulty on the pal't of anyone in understandinO' the use of" 

• 0 

them, 
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them, and they would obviously tend to increase the security of letters passing 
through the post. . . 

• 129. It has been objected to the introduction of postage stamps into India" that ObjectlOn to the 
peculiar facilities exist for forging them; but if, as we shall propose, the postage use .of stamps in 
stamps are manufactured in England by the same process and through the same IndIa, found~~ ?n 
agency as those in use in the United Kingdom, and if the forging of postage. f~f~::;~;acilities 
stamps be made punishable in the same way as the forging of other stamps, we see . 
no reason to apprehend any loss or diminution of receipts from this cause. It is 
admitted that in England the Post-office revenue has not suffered from the forgery 
df stamps, and it i~ less likely to suffer in India, where tl1e means of imitating the 
device do not exist. 

130. An apprehension has also been felt that the use of stamps in India might Objection founded 
give rise to fraud in the custody and distribution of them among a large body of on probable lo.ss by 
agents; this objection also'appears to us quite groundless. The stamps would be !~i,r~~ud ofdl:
distributed through the agency of the stamp department, in the same manner that n u mg agen s. 

other stamps are now distributed; the collector of each district would be fur-
nished with a sufficient quantity of postage stamps, as he is now with ordinary 
stamps, and hE; would supply them either direct to purchasers or through the 
instrumentality of licensed or unlicensed venders. It would als6, we think, be 
necessary for the col1ectors to open a vend of stamps at every post-office through 
the agency o~ one of the clerks; but in these cases, as in· that of the licensed 
stamp venders, fraud may be very easily prevented by making each vender render 
punctually a "lDon~hly account of receipts and issues, and remit all money receipts 
as they accrue to the nearest public treasury . Under the present system of pre-
payment by money, there can be no effectual ~heck against fraud on the part of 
the Post-office functionaries, as it is impossible to ascertain whether all the postage 
due at any particular office has been realised, or, if realised, whether it has heen 
brought to credit. That the sale of stamps on commission may be accompanied 
by fraud cannot be denied; but detection must invariably follow; and if the store 
in the hands of the venders be moderate, and subject to periodical inspection, any 
sum that may be embezzled will, with almost certainty, be recovered. If the 
postage stamps are sold at a small discount for ready-money payments, as ordinary 
stamps are now sold in many districts, no fraud can occur, and the chance of loss 
to the departlI).ent by robbery will also be so far prevented. 

] 31. The advantages which may be expected to arise from the use of postage Advantages of 
stamps in India are manifold. Not only would they have the effect of rendering stamps. 
the realisation (If postage on all letters far more secure and certain than it now 
is, but they would tend, in a still greater degree, to ensure the safety of lettt::l's 
once posted, and likewise protect them in their passage to the Post-office from 
the dishonesty of servants. They would materially facilitate the transaction of 
business at the Post.office, by simplifying the aecounts and obviating the necessity 
of giving receiptll for any letters except those registered on payment of a fee. 
Letter-boxes could be universally substituted for the present cumbersome and 
tardy method of receiving letters at a window, while the operations of weighing, 
taxing, sorting and dispatching le.tters, as well as of re-sorting and delivery, would 
be much ~ore expeditiously performed. It is thought by many postmasters, that 
if postage stamps are introduced, the services of some of the clerks now enter-
tained may be dispensed with; and there can at least be no doubt that the 
introduction of them will preclude the necessity for strengthening existing 
establishm,ents, to which any large increase of correspondence might otherwise 
give rise. . 

132. It must be admitted that postage stamps do not afford a perfect security Stumps n?t a per
either to Government or the public against the practice, which is said to prevail, fect. secfi:ltYd 
of destroying letters for the sake of their postage. A stamp label, however care- aglllD.t au. 

fully affixed to a letter, may be removed previouS'to obliteration, either before or 
after posting, the letter being destroyed or sent unpaid, 'and the stamp re-sold. 
Against fraud of this description it is impossible for the Government to provide 
effectually. All that can be said is, that it is much less likely to happen, and 
more likely to be detected, than the embezzlement of small sums in cash. The 
public may do much towards preventing it by attending carefully to the affixing 
of the stamp. and by writing a small portion of the address of the letter over one 
corner or edge of the stamp, so as to prevent its future use. 

8i. G 2 133. The 



.. 
52 PA?ERS ;RELATING 'TO, THE" ' 

, , 

Use of stamps, how' 133. The Honourable Court of Directors have observed that the introdu(lti()n 
far, connected with of statnps is not necessarily connected with an uniform postage, and that a doub~e 
umformpo~tage. stamp might be requirelfor double distance as well as for d?uble weight. This 

is undoubtedly true; but one of the great recommendatI~ns m favour of the ,?-se 
of stamps in connexion with an uniform rate of postage IS that, ~v:ry~ody ~mg 
able to determine the correct postage of a letter by merely ascertamlJ}~ ItS .weight, 
the necessity for any communication between the Post-office (unctlOnaries and 
parties posting their letters ,is obviated. This CaDl;I.O,t be, so !ong as the ~ate. of 
postage depends in any degree upon distance.. WhIle that IS the ca;e, mqUIry 
will still have to be made at every post-office, as to the amount cha. geable ~n 
letters sent fronl thence to any other place; the time of the ,Post. office clerks Will 
still be occupied in answering questions of this kind (a senous caus? of delay'"' 
in all large post.;offices) ; and there will still, as at present, be complRmts of over
charge. Even those who are in the habit of sending letters by P?st, and best able. 
to inform themselves, are but imperfectly acquainted with the dIstance of places 
to which they have to write, and of the rates of postage chayg:able on le~~:rs 
sent there, w:hile the people in general have no means of obtamlO~ the requIsIte 
information, except by application at the Post-offi~e. l\Io:teover, If the present 
rates of postage chargeable on u. single letter, according to distance, were to be 
paid in stamps, 'it 'Would be incumbent 'upon the Government to supply stamps of 
such a variety of ~alues as would greatly enhance the expense of p~eparing them, 
and lead' to greater intricacy in' account thll.n is expedipnt; or else the number 
of stamps neces:sary to cover the postage on a single letter would Aoroetimes weigh 
as mnch or nearly as much as the chargeable weight of the letter itself, and the 
letter wO,uM need' to bear so manl stamps that there wonld be no room left for 

Use of stamps 
should be compul
sory in all cases of 
prepayment. 

the direction. ' 

134. If it be determined to introuuce postage'stamps into India in connexion 
with an uniform postage" we' are decidedly of opinion that the use of them both 
as regards letters and newspapers should, in all cases of prepayment, be cpm
pulsory. If stamps be always readily procurable 8;t every post-office, including 
t.hose of the district dawk, and at every collector'1I office, we can ~onceive no 
possible circumstances under which it would be a hardship, or even an incon
venience worth considering, to any person to have to supply himself with a .stamp, 
affix' it to a letter, and then deposit the let.ter in the box, instead of paying the 
money and delivering the letter into the hands of a Post-office clerk. It would 
be highly desirable to put an end to all cash transactions in the Post-office, but 
this is not practicable. Foreign letters must necessarily be unpaid; so, partially, 
must letters which are insufficiently prepaid by stamps, The option of sending 
unpaid banghy parcels cannot, compatibJy 'With public convenience, be taken 
away; an,d newspapers, if they conti nne subject even to so hjO'h a rate of single 
postage as two annas, must enjoy the same privilege. And though it will also 
be necessary, for reasons we shall hereafter explain, to allow the public at their 
optio~ t~ s~nd ord~nary letters unpaid, subject. t~ t~e restriction of a double charge, 
yet stIll It IS an object of great moment to dIminIsh the evil of money payments 
to the utmost possible extent. No part of the present Post-offic~ system is so 
open to abuse or so generally complained of as the receipt of money in: prepayment 
of postage; and nothing has so much contributed to raise a distrust of the Post
office in the minds of the .native corom,unity. It is a generally received opinion 
that a letter of which the postage is prepaid in money is less secure than one sent 
unpaid, and though the department may suffer as much from embezzlement of 
bearing as of prepaid postage, in the former case the letter must be delivered' 
before the embezzlement t~es I~lace, and in the latter the offence ,is generally 
aggravated by the. destru~tlOn of the letter.- . The. practice -of taking unpaid letters 
at the Post-office IS, 've fear: a necessary eVIl whICh must be continued at least 
for a time, .under such r~striction as the demand, of double postage in the case of 
letters may' be foun~ to Impose; but we are decidedly of opinion that pre-payment 
of postage In money ehould be altogether put a stop to. _ . 

135. The 
. , 

• Note.:-The inconvenience of this is particula,;ly felt when the polYl11etricaI t~bl~8 ~f't 
mor: Preslde~cies have to ,be consulted, in order to ascertain the aggregate postage due on letter::e~~ 
to 0 scure an remote statlo'!s. In many small offices neither polymetrical tables nor tables of dis 
tances lire to be found, and In none are they properly kept up dd d t - . ._ 
established. .. . .. ' or a e 0, as new post-offices are 
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,'135. THe kind of stamp which, so far as we can' judge, appears best suited, to Descrjption- of 
the circumstances of this country, is the common adhesive label stamp in use in sta~p propo~ed for 
England. The weight of one of these labels is a.bout three-quarters of a grain, or India. 
not more than a sixtieth part of a quarter tolah, the lowest denomination of charge-
able weight. To the use of these it has been ol>jected, that the adh~sive matter 
on the back is liable to beeome deteriorated in the climate of India, and the 
stamp to fall from the letter during its passage through the Post-office, either 
before or after obliteration. But we helieve that the care with which th~ gum 
attached to the stamps is prepared in England will obviate this objection. at lea.'>t 
to a great extent; and if not entirely, recourse mu&t be had, as in similar cases 
in England, to the use of gum or paste, which is now ordinarily used by the 'natives 
of India for closing their letters, and which may with equal facility 'be "applied to 
the purpose of rendering the stamp more secure. The climate of the Southern 
States of the American Union, where adhesive stamps are in 'use, is not less unfa-
vourable to them than that of India. The only values which we think would be 
required ate the half anna (red), and the anna (blue); and these would best be 
supplied' by the Commissioners of Inland Revenue in England on indent from this 
country through the Honourable Court of ;Directors, in the same way as the penny 
and two-penny postage stamps are now supplied for distribution to the public in 
the United Kingdom. 

136. We hav~ obtained the following account of t11e process by which the label 
stamps are manufactured ~-

, . 
" The preparation' of these stamps, of aU kinds, is under the direction of the 

Commissioners of Inland Revenue; both as regards the making of the paper and 
the impressing of the stamps upon it. ' , 

, " "Paper for Label Stf!,mps, '1 d. and 2 d . 
. " This paper is manufactured by ,Mrs. 'Wise, of Rush Mills, Northampton. 
"It is made by hand in sneets, eac~ of a proper size for receiving 240 stamps_ 
" There are in each sheet 240 small crown water-marks, which are placed so 

that each stamp shall fall upon a water-mark. 
, " Th,e wh;e moulds for making the paper are prepared by the paper-maker, 

upon receiving the directions of the Commissioners; and when they are so far 
completed as to be ready to receive ,the crowns for the water-marks, they are 
placed in charge of an excise o(Iicer, under whose snperintenden<;e they are com~ 
pleted; they are then deposited in a secure place. 

" Upon an order to manufacture paper being given by the Commissioners, the 
moulds are delivered into the charge of an excise officer, who attends at the paper
mill while the paper is being manufactured, givi~g out the moulds in the morning, 
and l'eceiving them back at night. . 

" An officer counts the sheets of paper as they 'are turned out of the moulds. 
Officers of excise are constantly on duty during the day while the paper is being 
dried, size~ folded, &c. They superintend the cancelling of the imperfect sheets; 
,they ascertain that the number of sheets finished, added to the number cancelled, 
'corresponds with the number delivered from the moulds; they count thp perfect 
sheets as they are made up into reams of 500 sheets each, signing and sealing such 
reams, and taking them !nto their custody as they are finished; they see that the 
premise!! are secure as far as rega!ds the. storing of the finished paper. 

• "Upon instructions from the Commissioners the officers deliver the reams of 
paper back to the maker, to be forwarded by her to Somerset House, taking her 
lpceipt for the quantity so .deJivered. 

" P1'inting if tlte 1 d. and Zd. Labels. 

rc The label stamps are printed and gummed: by contract, upon the premises of 
the contractors, Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Petch, of London, in a distinct set 
()f rooms appropriated solely to the pllrpose, and under the constant supervision 
of an officer of the Commissioners. 

" Engraved steel plates are nsed exclusively, eaeh plate containing 240 'im~ 
pressions o,f the stamp. '* 

" These 
• 

* NfJte.-These stamps, we aro informE'd, are furnlsJled by the contractors at the rate of sixpence 
per mille. 

87. G 3 



French postage 
stamps. 

Risk 01 Mgery 
less in India. than 
elsewhere. 

PAPERS RELATING TO THE 
54 • . 

they are all prepared by the 
" These plates are supplied by the con~r~ctr~~("ravin(J' of the head of Her 

transfer proce~s. there being but o~e OrIgma t d by an ~minent artist, without 
Majesty. This one engr!lved ~ead wa:':::S~~~istic excellence. It isengrav~d 
regard to expense, the object bemg the 10 • d 
upon steel, and from ~t all the sta~p.s are ~erJtv~~ther with all the intermediate 

." The steel plates In use, the ongmal dle, 0 0 laced in charge of'the super
impressions necessary to the transfer process, are p 
,"Visor, a copy of whose instructions is appended. 

" Gumming. 
. d d dr' d Particulars given in .: The gum is put in after the paper is prmte an Ie. 

separate paper appended.: f, r faeiUtating the detach-· 
I< The Commissioners are about to mtroduce a process 0 - b - f 

ment of the stamps from the sheets, of which the
h
y ~orm a h~t~u~e~oe::~~ 

piercing the marginal space which surrounds eac s amp w ~ 
holes. 

" Particulars of the Gum put upon the hack~ 01 the Postage Label Stamps, and tke 
mode of usmg zt. 

" The cement used is called British gum: it is made fr.om starch. 
" It may be had of different qualities and prices; but It ha~?een found most 

economical in the end to use the best tha.t can be got, as any. tatlure In the ad~e
sion of the labels is productive of so much trouble to the pubhc~ and to all partIes 
concerned in their preparation. . . 

" The best gum which the contractors have been able to g~t 1S obtamed from 
Mr. Gentile, of 38, Walbrook, London. . 

" The price is 40 t. par ton, if delivered in London in the state of a dry 
powder. . ., . 

" In mixing the gum for use, one gallon of bollmg water l~ poured upon SIX 
pounds of gum'; and after it has been stirred about for some tIme, three gallons 
more of hot water are added; it is then stirred again, and left 12 hours to cool 
and oissolve. 'When wanted {or use, it is heated by putting it in a can, and 
placing the can in a boiler; and it is used as hot as it can be made by these 
means. ,-

" The gum is applied to the paper by hand by means of brushes." 

137. The postage stamps in use in France (of which we append some oblitetated 
specimens)* appeal' to be printed from wood; but these, though, as we are in .. 
formed, much less expensive than the English stamps, are more easily imitated. 
And we are also informed, upon the authority of Mr. Hill, the supervisor of 
stamps in LOJ!.don. that the Austrian Government applied to the contractors, 
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Petch, of LOJ1don, to know the terms upon which 
postage stamps, similar to those used in. the United Kingdom, could be supplied 
for use in Austria, but was deterred from adopting them by the expense. We are 
not aware of the cost at which the contractors offered to supply the Austrian 
Government, but if stamps, bearing the device of Her :\Iajesty's head, and differing 
only from the English soomps in the denomination of value, can be supplied by 
the contractors for use iIi India a~ the rate of 6 d. (or 4 annas) a thousand, we do. 
not apprehend that the cost, whICh is 4-5ths per cent. on half anna, and 2-5ths 
per cent. on anna stamps, added to the cost of the paper and such proporti9nate 
share of the expense of establishment ~t the LondoU' Stamp Office as might be 
thought reasonable. would deter the Government from adopting the plan best 
calculated to secure the. revenue from loss by forgery. If, however, it should 
appear that the comparatIvely small number of stamps required for India cannot 
be supplied by the contractors at so favourable a rate, and that stamps prepared 
accordin~ to the .French process wou~d be considerably cheaper, and therefore 
better SUIted to thiS country, we are satIsfied that, owin 0' to the want of mechanical 
means, and. the a?sence of ingenuity and enterprise in the peopI~, the risk of loss 
by ~orgery lU IndIa wo~ld be l~ss than in any civilized country of Europe, in the 
Umted States of AmerIca, or m mQst'of the Crown colonies. We are of opinion 

that 

• Appendix (A.). No. 67 •• 
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that the head of Her Majesty forms . the most appropriate device that could be 
adopted for the postage stamp of India, and that no other legend is needed than 
the denomination of value in the English language. The distinguishing colour of 
each description of stamp will be a sufficient indication of its value to those who 
are unab~e to read English. 

138. The number of half-anna stamps required for a year's probable consump- Number of stamps 
tioD, at the uniform rate, would be about 20,000,000, and of anna stamps required annulilly. 
5,000,000. in the proportion of seven-twelfths for Bengal, including the N orth-
west Provinces, three-twelfths to Madras, and two-twelfths to Bombay. 

139. These two values of stamps, will, in our' opinion, suffice for the ordinary High value stamps 
correspondence of the country. both ship and inland, and for newspapers. But if for steam and 
it should be determined to have stamps of.a higher value for steam postage, and banghy postage. 
for banghy parcels, \'I e are disposed to recommend an 8 anna. medallion stamp 
(b)'own), similar to those impressed on the envelopes, and on the'shilling and ten-
penny stamps in use in the United Kingdom, I1-S described in the subjoined papf?r : 

~' Paper for the Postage Envelopes bearing a Medallion Stamp, andfor the One 
Shilling and the Ten-penny.Medallion Label Stamps. 

" This paper is peculiar only in having silken threads introduced into its sub
stance; it is made by machines, and having no water-mark, there is no necessity 
for taking official charge of the wires upon which it is formed. 

" The Excise officers are present while the paper is being made; they see that 
any spoiled paper is properly cancelled; and they take charge of the finished 
paper, &c., as is done in respect of the label paper. 

" The manufacture of such paper as is used for postage stamps is confined by 
law to parties acting under Government authority. 

" TIle Stamping and the Mamifacturing of the Envelopes bearing Medallion Stamps. 

" The envelopes are stamped at Somerset House. 
" The milling and cutting of the paper before stamping, and the folding and 

making up of the envelopes after stamping, are done by contract by Messrs. 
Delarue & Co., of London, 'upon their own premises. 

" The Stamping. 

" The dies are prepared by Mr. Wyon, die-sinker to the Royal Mint. There 
. is but one original, viz. a head of Her Majesty cut in steel in relief, and from this 
the dies are all derived by a transfer process, technically called hubbing. 

" The stamping is done by self-inking fly-presses, of peculiar construction, 
. worked by a small steam-engine. 

fC Each press is attended by two young boys, and works at the rate of 60 
impressjons per minute. ' 

.. In these various operations there are of course' numerous minutite, which are 
-essential to the operations, but which must be seen .to be understood." 

" The 1 s. and the 10d. medallion labels are stamped upon small sheets, con
taining, respectively, 20 stamps and 24 stamps each, at the same presses as the. 

-envelopes, with the aid of additional mechanism to h,old and guide the sheets 
while receiving the impressions. 

" The paper is gummed before it is stamped, and this while in the larger sheet, 
·as received irom the paper-maker. . 

" Very few of these Is. and 10d. stamps are made use of." 

140. These stamps migbt· also for the present be furnished by the London High value stamps, 
Stamp Office, as the means of preparing them are not to be found in India; but h~w to b, sup
we understand that a machine, similar to that in use in England, has been. recently plie~_ 

'sent out by the Honourable Court of Directors for tbe use of the Calcutta Stamp 
Office, which may hereafter be made applicable to this purpose. The number of Probable num~ep 
these stamps required for a year's probable consumption would be about 1,000,000, annually requll'ed. 
in the proportions already mentioned. 'We do not recommend t~e use of st.amped ~tamp~d envelopes 
envelopes for this country, partly from the difficulty of preservlDg them In ser- ma.!?plicable to 
viceable condition, but chiefly because their weight would bear so large a prop or- Jn~la. 

'tion to the maximum weiO'ht of a sinO'Ie letter that there is little reason to suppose 
~ 0 • 

that they would ever come into general use. 
87. e 4 141. The 
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141. The details 'of distribution would be settled without difficulty in the Stamp 
Department, which already possesses sufficient agency for the purpose. Stamps 
are at present supplied to the several collectors thro~gh~ut the co~mtry, and by 
them either sold direct to parties requiring them, or dIstrIbutee 1 to hc.en~ed stamp 
vendors, some of whom are remunerated by a ,fixed sala~y, by a commISSIOn o,n the 
sale proceeds, or by both, and others are required to pay tor t?e stamps on delIvery, 
a discount being allowed on their value. The number of lIcensed stamp venders 
in any district is limited only by the demand for stamps, but one of,them at l:ast 
is to be found in every large town, and ordinarily wherever there IS a moonstff's 
court. The same agency would be readily available for the sale of postage stamps, 
and it would also be necessary that there should be a supply for sale at every post. 
office, and at every tahsildaree, thanna, or other such pla~c where l~tte~s are 
l'eceived for dispatch by the district dawk. All post-offices lD the terrltones of 
indelJendent native states would have to be supplied with stamps from the nearest 
treasury; and unlicensed persons might also, without obje.ction, be en~ouraged to 
purchase them in certain quantities at a small discount, eIther for thell' own us~, 
or to supply by retail to others. 

142. Objection has been taken by some postmasters to the sale of stamps at 
the Post-office"as. perpetuating the system of money, pa~m~nts into the h~nds of 
the subordinate functionaries of the depart~ent, WhICh It IS the very object of 
stamps to put an end to. But this objection is not generally entertain~d, nor do 
we think there is much weight in it, The evil of the present system IS not that 
money payments are mafle at the Post-offic(~, but that such payments are not sus· 
ceptible of any check, This would not be the case if a certain number of stan'lps 
were supplied·to the Post-office, the value or which would have to be strictly 
accounted for, or if the postmaster or one of his clerks were permitted to purchase 
stamps at a discount for sale to the public. Unless stam})s are pl'ocurable at 
every post-office, it would hardly be fair, or even practicable, to make the use of 
them compulsory in all cases of prepayment. 

143. Some of the magistrates of the Lower Provinces of Bengal,- where the 
district dawk has not yet been made available for private correspondence, anticipate 
mischievous consequences from allowing the thannah officers to sell stamps; but 
there are others of a different opinion, and as the receipt of postage in money in 
the other Presidencies, where the district dawk has been in full operation for 
several years, is not found to be attended with any inconvenience, it seems to 
follow that the sale of stamps through the same agency in Bengal might safely be 
permitted, 

Prohibition of 144. It wHI be necessary to prohibit all postmasters, and letter rectJivers from 
chu.rgi.ngmor~than charging more for stamps than their fixed price, and from receiving prepayment 
}helft fi~;~ prIce of postage in money. In all practicable cases, the clerk whO' has the sale of stamps 
or s a" ought not to have anything to do with the receipt of letters; and under any circum-

Stamps not to be stances, it should be the prescribed rule of the department that a stamp when sold 
affixed to letters by should be delivered to the party requiring it, that it should be affixed to tt.e letter 
Post-ofliceservants, b th t h' If. d tl t' h 1 h ld b d' ., Y e par y, lmse,' an la t e etter s ou e eposlted by bim III the closed 

Obliterating 
IOtamps, 

letter-box WIth whICh every post~office should be furnished. If post-office clerks 
at out-stat~o~s are ,allowed to receive ~oney payments, and themselves affix stamps 
to le~ters, It IS ohnous that the securIty afforded ooth to the department and the 
publIc by the use of stamps, wiIJ, to that extent, be nullified, , . 

~45, ~11 postmaste~s an? persons in charge of post-offices mnst be furnished with 
obhterat1tlg stamps, and WIth a supply of the black composition used in Englitnd 
They must be enjoined to obliterate carefully the Post-office stamp on every lette; 
as soon .as it is posted, or ,as soon as it is taken out of' the letter-box, and to treat' 
as unpaid all letters bearmg stamps which have been previously obliterated or' 
?efaced, In the United Kin~dom there are five patterns of obliterating stamps 
lD use, one for the London DIstrict Post, one for the London General Post, one 
for all England and Wales except London, one for Scotland and one for Ireland 
~n the centre of each stamp is anum ber which designates the post-office to which 

. It belongs. a~d thereby a~ords a clue to the office of dispatch, in case the ordinary 
local st~mp IS, not suffiCIently pl:ti.n. It does not appear that the obliterating 
stam,ps I,n use In ~rance are fUI'Uished with a number; and we_ are of opinion that, 
co~slderlDg the dItiiCU!ty of preparing aud supplying' such, articles in India one 
umform pattern of obliterator wIll be sufficient., ' 

IV. PREPAYMENT. 
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IV~ PREPA.'OIENT. 

• 146. We have next to consider the question of prepayment, whether it shall be 
~ompulsorywith the absolute rejection of all bearing letters ag far as may be practi
cable, or optional as at present;' whether the option shall be fettered by the 
imposition of a hlgher rate as in England, where bearing letters are charged wit.h 
double postage on delivery; and what description of letters it will be necessary 
to except from any compulsory rule. 

147. Tl.te most perfect systetn of Post-offi~e management, and the safest both for Compulsory pre
the public and.the department, would be compulsory prepayment of all letters by payment by stamps 
means of stamps, with the entire exclusiQn of all money payments; but this,is the most perfect 
not possible in practice, as there are some classes of letters which must of neces- system. 
-sity be carried bearing postage, and there are circumstances which have hitherto 
induced the British Government st.ill fu~tber to limit the practical application of 
the theory. Compulsory. prepayment was one of the main features of the original 
plan of t.he penny postage in England; and although subsequent consideration 
induced its projector to acquiesce in the partial postponement of that part of the 
lneaRure, it IS 'nnderstood to be a desideratum;* the relative number of bearing 
letters is now'only two per cent. t of the chargeable correspondence, 'and it seems 
probable that at no distant date the plan will be fully accomplished. 

148. There exist jn India circumstances which render the full adoption of the Question of pre
system of prepayment more desirable than it is in England, while at th·e same time pa~ent applied fAa 

there are stronger reasons for hesitation as to its immediate adoption. In England IndIa. 
the chief objections to allowing a continuance of bearing letters are the additional 
Jabour,'imposed on the department,. the acco~ts which are rendered necessary, 
and the delay caused in ,the delivery, of letters. These objections apply with 
.equal fOl'ce to India; and we have, in addition, to contend with fraudulent practices, 
the extent of which it is not possible to guess. Almost all the postal authorities 
whom, we have consulted have recorded their conviction that many letters are 
carried bearing postage in this country, which, though refused by the parties to 
whom they are addressed, answer all the purpose of the sender, and this is effected 
in three different ways. 

149. First, by letters being sent unsealed, which are either openly read and Practices by whicl!. 
then rejected, on the plea that the contents have shown that they were not postage eV~~d OD 

'intended for'the reader, or brought again to the delivering, peon from the interior ~~'::~~:::an~wtl' 
of a house and refused, without mention being made of their contents having been lhe purpose of 
'Secretly read. The postmaster at Secundrabad has written :-" It is the case- at their writers. 
this station that not a few of the natives will first receive letters from the peons, 
telling them they are for themselves, but afterwards will say no, ana immediately 
'return them. Very many letters are also received open and unseaJed for delivery .. 
'How can the po~tmaster know whether they have not been read by the addressees, 
ami a£terwards retnrned to the peons 1 " 

150. In Calcutta it is said to be a common practice, especially among natives, 
to return unpaid letters tq the delivery peons~ with a request t'hat they may 
l'amain in the post-otlice until they have money to pay the postage. These 
letters are not returned as refused letters to the sendel!S, but lie in the Dead Letter
office till called for, which in a great many caees never happens. No postage is 
ever realized on such letters, because native letters once sent to the Dead Letter
office are never re-examined unless called for, but after the lapse of 18 months 
.are opened and destroyed. It is estimated that one-fourth of the unclaimed 
letters in Calcutta are of this kind; and as it is in the power of the peons to assign 
any reason they choose for the non-delivery of a letter, and they will very seldom 
say that a letter is refused, it is highly pro~a1le that the department is in this 
"way defrauded of a considerable amount of postage, wllich, if the truth could be 
ascertained, might be recovered from the senders. 

15]. Secondly, .by a practice not very uncommon with natives, of writing all 
the pith of their communication in the address of their letter, and thus putting 

the 
, , 

.. Note.-In the United Kingdom, all letters received at the rural posts must be prepaid, and SOOlo 
must ull letters above four ounces in wflight, wherenr posted. 

t ArtIcle on the Mechaniem of the Post-office in the '! Quarterly Review," No. 173. . 
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the receiver in possession of the desired informg,ti,on without .any neces.sit~, for his
breaking the seal. On this head the postmaster of Lo,wer Scmd.e says:-: ,,~hose 
letteis, refq.sed or ,uI\known ,are ~lf .scrawled over m 4ifferent hlel~glyp~cs JJl,~e .. 
pen(Jent lof the English .direction, _ and lWh~n o~ed fo~ th~ pu~pose oj discovenl1~ 
the -sender, in nine cases out >of ten the :w.riting .CaD.1lQ-t .be ~dec.lp~ered . or. t~ere 18 
JiO signature. We never ,ljee .a. na.ti¥~ letter .whic;h has been prepa.1d ,l'efl,1s~d, 

. 152. And thirdly, 'by parties on.a. long journey posting, at eac~ post~townon 
t4eir route, an empty covel' directed to tl~e perso? whom ~hey ~lsh to ~nfor~ of 
their pI'ogress. This is, sent bellring postage, WJth the IntentIOn of Itsbemg 
'r~used ,by the addressee, the. han(Jwriting (()f the address and the p~st-mark. on 
t'h~ cove,r having ,given all the information that ,was intended of the wrIter's arrIval 
.a.t a particula.r stage of \lis journey. . . 

. 153. The public are also themselves the 'Sufi'e1'ers -from the bear!ng postage 
'SjrstE)ID, and, unless under the 'most vigilant ·eye, -extortions are p~actlsed by the 
deHver,ing peons on the'ignorant and unwary, almost beyond be.h~f. The post
'lIUt$ter of Lower Scinde, in' his. Report to the Bomba~ Commissioner, .says.: ........ 
-" :Peo:l)s will always endeavour to extort money by saymg the pOlitage IS more 
than it r~ally is, or under a threat of delivering letters late; for the first-men
tioned' offence I have dismissed three men, and for the second, one!' And a late 
postmaster of Trichinopoly, when reporting to Government ~he result of an 
il;Iquiry; jntp the state 'Of that office. ,said :-" In many instances, 1D the progress or 
the pr~sent ;nquiry, I have found the postage D;latked on l~tters altaI'ed; the 
~gure 1 changed into a 2, and.2 into 4." This could not happen jf there were no 
'pos.tage to,demand on the delivflry pf a letter. 

Frauds practised 154. But the evil does not rest even here, a.nd 'We have evidence to show that 

bonYl~thse Governmetsnt the! Goverument 'is. defrauded by its' own servants, from the impossibility of exer-
own servan, •• d k b d' f h P t ffi B' 'clslng:any a equate- chec on 'the su or mate servants '0 t e os -0 ceo earmg 
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a hardship. 

letters >haye . ever afforded It most productive source of peculation. All postmasters 
are found to admit, that the postage oJ}. letters 'sent bearing, from one Mofus!$il 
offic.e to ,another, may be systematically misiJ.ppropriat.ed with impunity; and that, 
however numerous and complicated may be the nominal checks, there is practi
cally none at .all. In the .frauds which accident has brought to light, the loss ,of 
post~ge -has in no' case been If')s$ than 20, ,and hi some as: much: as 100. per cent . 
• on the collections. A~ instances in poim, > we may il'efer. to the discQvery .of some 
·extensive frauds which .led ,to the entire change of the office estaplishment at Tri
chinopoly, and to It ,commissione,d officer ;b~ing temporarily placed at its head, 
",hen the immediate ,inerease ,of the collections, by ,abou t ,20 per cent., ,served. to 
.show the exte.nt· of former peculation; and to the $udden .death cf the dawk 
lDoonshee -at ViziaDl)'gram, which led to Ilhe .discovery ,of,a private ttnd ,true 
;1Ccountof the postage coJlected on ·bearing let,t~rs; from which it appea,red that 

, the accounts ·transmitted for some time previouS' to .the ,hea.d office, and according 
to which the collections ,were remitted, were >about 26 per ceut. ,below the truth. 
In further illustration of the evils of the present system, we ma.v quote the 
remarks of the late postmaster of the Deccan, >whQ says, with speciai reference to 
bea~ing letters, :' No ch,ecks ~hatever ex.ist on the colle~tions' made by the out
statIon "derks beIng brought to account, nor ca.n any be effected. Three years' 
fruitless attempts to control the receipts of 10 subordinate offices have convinced 
me on this point. In the case of the Kirkee clerk I endeavoured to account for 
the extraordinary falliI;lg offin the collections from Rs,209. 10. 6. in one month 
to Rs.1l4. 6. in the month followiI;lg; the cantonment was a fixed one, and n:~ 
depar~ures had taken place; the impra.cticability of tracing letters was then clea.l'ly 
estabhshed, the only result of the inquiry b~inO' to raise the collections to 
Rs.191. 12. 6., or more than 100 per cent.'" I:> 

] 55. Compulsory prepayment of postage might in rare instances ca.use jncon
venience to an individual desirous .of postin'}' an ur<rent let.ter but without the 
means of prepayment immediately ~t hand, °and, ~cc~~iol1ally b~ a hardship to the 
very poorest classes of the co~mumty; and famlhtls In the Mofussil, supported, 
as m~ny of them are, by a slOgle member m service at the Presidency, might 
sometl~es ~e unable to, prepay the postage on It letter, written for the purpose of 
procurmg fun~s f~r their futu!e support. These are, however, extreme cases, on 
acco~nt of whIch It WOUld. not be necessary to delay the enactment of a great 
pubhc good. To t~e pubhc gener~lIy the abolition of bearinO' letters would be 

. p 

decidedly 
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d£i~idedJy advantageous; for although :1.11 would,.have to' pay ror letters sent, all 
would receive their letters free, and all would partidpate in the. increased celerity 
with which- the business of the Post-offiee would be conducted. 

156. Were the present system of weighing, charging. stamping and receiptinO' Advantages of pre
every letter in the presence of the party. posting' it at. an end, a.nd. the whol: payment. . 
business of posting a letter confined to dropping it through a slit in the lid of a. 
box, the duties within the office'would be so simplified, as to render it easy to 
afford the public additional facilities for posting letters at a later hour, without 
any hinderance to the punctual dispatch of the mails. But- it would be iI, the 
qeIivery of letters that the system of prepayment would effect the greatest sa.ving: 
of time. It was sta.ted before tlie Select Committee of the House or Cotnmons" 
by an officer of the London Post-office, that he had ascertained, by the actual expe:. 
riment of deUvering post-paid letters· by separate cat-riers. distinet from charO'ed, 
letterS'; that nearer two-thirds than one-half the time walt sav~d; and. there ca:be 
lio doubt that in this country the saving would be at least equally great, and that 
the delivering peons' 'duties would be far more expeditiously performed when con-
fined to' drbpping each letter at its! destination~ and proceeding at once' on. his 
course, than when, having postage to collect~ he is delayed at every house by the 
dilatoriness so J.leculiarly characteristic of the inhabitants of India. 

157. The Postmasters-general of Bengal and the North-west Provinces ate both 
in favour of discouraging unpaid letters1 and Mr. Tayler'recommends that prepay
ment should be, made compulsory in all cases. "The Post-office," he observes, 
" would'be paid for aU the work it does in advance, and not subjected, as on the 
present system it is, to the labour ano expense of receiving, registering, conveying 
and attempting to' deliver many th(')usands oflettei's, with no other result than· the 
obligation of carrying them ba;ck again;" and, again~ " The collection of bearing: 
postage is a. great cause of delay in deliV'ery, which would be. obviated if prepay
ment were compulsory." The re~idents' in the Burra Bazal' of Calcutta complain' 
th~t, in consequenc,e 01 the peons having to collect bearing'postage, the morning 
delivery does not take place in, that quarter: until 12 o'clock. One of the peons of 
the Calcutta General Post-office states tbat he has to wait :five minu taB at least, and 
sOJ!letimes a. quarter of an hour or more, before he can get payment for a bearing 
letter. Another peon states that it, takes considerably more time to deliver a bear
ing thall a. paid Jetter. A paid letter is' delivered at once without trouble, but 
bearing letters cannot be, delivered until the postage is paid, and it takes some time 
to settle the payment ofth~ postage due on each letter. The number of unclaimed 
coverSi which acc1,lmulated in; the office of the Postmast~-general of the North~ 
west Provinces-during the year 1849 was' 31,696, of whiC;h 3,795 were post-paid 
letters, 27,014 unpaid letters, and BB7 unpaid newspapers. The postage on the 
two last items was Rs. 3,913.2. 6. In Bengal, the number of unclaimed letters 
which accumulated during the first. qua.rter of the same year, was 5,864, of which 
1,007 were paid and free Ietters~ 4.282 unpaid letters, and 575 unpaid news
papers. The postage on *e two last items was Rs. 623. 7. 0 .. The total annual 
sum Jost by bearing letters, in the two divisions of the Bengal Presidency, may be 
takeu at Rs. 6,406. 14. 6~ 

158. In Madras, the opinions collected were in favour of a system of. prepay
ment by stampff; a majority, though not a large one, being against making 
prepayment compulsory_ 

159. Mr: Ravenscroft, the Postmaster-general or Bombay, states :-'" An 
opinion is generally prevalent amongst postal authorities, that compulsory pre
payment ought to be insisted on, and that the use of stamps would be far preferable. 
In this opinion I quite concur. 'The adoption of the prepayment system will 
bring into the Treasury, postage on an immense number of letters which now 
escape . 

.. As compulsory prepayment may operate in manyiusta:nces as a bar to. corres
pondence, it will De for the consideration of Government. whether, a.s a lnat~er of 
expediency, it shoulq be left optional, as is the caso in England, to partIes to 
prepay or not'; those letters posted' bearing' being charged double postage, accord,,: 
ing to weight. My own Jmpression is, that such opt jon ought not to be allowed. The 
difficulty of collecting postage is inconceivable; it is troublesome to realise even 
from Europeans' but the difficulty IS increased a hundred-fold in respect to , , 

. natives. . 
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" I think it right here to mention that the adoption of the prepayment sy;trril 
will tend greatly to simplify work, and to prevent the great an? unnecess~?;li e l~Y 
which now too often takes place in the delivery of letters, owmg to the (1 CU Y 
ofrealising the postage." 

160., One objection which haR been urged to prepayment is, that it renders.R . 
letter less secure' and this supposed insecurity is twofold, the one before It 
reaehes the Post-o'ffice and the other subsequent to its being posted. The first 
kind of insecurity is g;eatly diminished by the substitution of stamps for money; 
the second is based on the erroneous idea. that the Post-office peons would be a~le 
with impunity to destroy letters, on which, ha\'ing. no. postage to collect, they 
might wish to save themselves the trouble ?f d.ehveru~g. A peon would sa~e 
himself no trouble by 'passing over one house III hIS beat If he had to pro?eeu stIll 
further, and aR his missing all the houses in any particular q~artet, by Whl~h a~o~e 
he would save himself trouble, would lead at once to complamt and detectIOn, It IS 
not to be supposed that the attempt would ever be made. It ~as ~ot been stated 
by any person who has been consulted in the course. of our IllqUlry t~at let~ers 
are lost from this cause, nor have we any reason to beheve that the practIce eXIsts. 

The result ofa 161. It is impossible, however, to foresee what mig~t be the immediate. effect ~f 
sudden resort to the sudden withdrawal of the option which the pubhc now have of sendmg theIr 
compulsory pre-. letters bearing postage. At present, 57 per cent. of the entire chargeable corres
paymentuncertam. d fl" b' * 'd" b' t d th t t pon ence 0 ndia IS sent earlDg; an It IS not to e expec e a any amonn 

of care and forethought could prevent, in every individual case, inconvenience and 
dissatisfaction, and hence-injury in some shape to the postal revenue, if the whole 
of the correspondence of the country had, from a certain date, to be sent prepaid. 
It is by no means certain that the immediate effect of .compulsory prepayment in 
all cases, even when combined with a great reduction of the rates of postage, 
would not be to prevent persons from writing letters which (j)therwise they would 
write. Many-olthe postmasters who have been consulted consider that the with~ 
draw3:1 of the option which the public noW' enjoy would lead, to a diminution of 
correspondence, and a portion of the public ~s averse to its discontinuance. We 
are also apprehen~ive that the supply of stamps may, at all events at first, and.ih. 
the minor offices, be sometimes insufficient; . and as we could not .recommend that 
under these circumstances there should be a cessation, however temporary" of il].e 
functions of the post, it becomes necessary to devise some means by which, under 
such circumstances, the department may be secured from 'oss, and the public from 
inco~venience, with the least pOSSible infringement of the principle of avoiding 
money pa)'ment. To allow letters to go free when stamps are not procurable at 
any given post-office would open a wide door to fraud on the part of the sub
ordinate functionaries of the dep1l.rtment, and is otherwise an objectio~able 
expedient. 

~earing letters to 162. We have already said that it wouid be desirabie, if possible, to discontinue 
be charged double. mon()y payments altogether; and although we consider the circumstances of India 

to, be unadapted tq a sudden and immediate adoption of a compulsory prepayment 
by stamps, we are ,desirous of approaching as near as may be practicable to the 
attainment of t~e desired, end. The public in England have a choice of three 
cours~s on postmg a .Ie.tter; to send It bearing double postage, to put a stamp 
u~on It, o~ t~ prepay 1~ m money. We propose to take one step in advance of 
thIS: to bmit the c~olce to ,the two former, and to disallow the prepayment in 
money under any CIrcumstances whatever. All the arguments that weill'h in 
favour ~f a c?~pulsory prepayment in stamps, apply, although with dimirrlshed 
force, to t?e hmlt~d sche~e ~e propose. It will diminish the bulk of the accollnts 
now kept 1U evety office, It WIll render letters Jess liable to be destroyed fi th 
sake of the. prepaid pos~age, it will si~p1ify and accelerate the business ~~ th: 
post, and wIll pave the way !or the finalmtroduction of the full measure of reform 
the co~pulsory prepayment lU stamps alone. ' 

163. Keeping that desired end in v~ew, and with the intention of bri~gi;lg the 

system 
I 

• Paid 
Unpaid - '~ 

';310,597 
5,808,166 

10,118,763 
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, system of money 'payments within the narrowest bound~, we recommend the adop
tion of the xule followed in England, of charging with double postaO'e ev~ry 
bearing letter. and of doubling the postage remainiQg due on those lett:r8 which 
have been sent with insufficient stamps, doing away with the rule which now 
makes deficient postage recoverable from the party through whose negligence 
the under-charge has occurred. The practical consequence of this rule, if com-

''bined with the low uniform rate of single postage that we have recommended, 
will be, that prepaid letters wiIl,bear the half-anna rate, and unpaid letters the 
anna rate. The practice of sending unpaid letters will be discouraged, probably, 
to the same e?Ctent as in England, and at the same time those to whom prepayment 
is inconvenient will be enabled to write at a very moderate charge to their corres
.pondents. 

164. The only objection to 'be made to this proposition is, that as we have ad- Objection. 
mitted that the supply of stamps at the outset may occasionally run shot:t, we are 
not justified in recommending the b-doption of a pIau by which' the public may be 

. punished, when the fault rests solely with the department. It will be admitted 
that the Govellnment has a perfect l'ight to make aD! extra chaEge on bearing 

:.Ietters, in consideration of the extra trouble they cause to the department, ~ving 
the public the power of avoiding the extra' payment by affixing stamps on all 
letters; but it will be said that the State has no right 'to make the extra charge 
,if; by failing to supply stamps on demand, it forces the public to send their letters 
bearing, allowing them no choice in the matter • We at once admit thl:l full force Objection an
of the objection, and can reply to it only by showing that a difficulty attencls the swered . 

.. question in every point'of view, and that in a choi('e of evils we have selected the 
-one which appears the least. There are four courses open to adoption; 1st, the 
compulsory use of stamps in all cases, and the refusal of bearing letters, to which 
the objection made above applies ,,:,\th increased force, as it would be a greater 
lw,rdship to refuse letters altogether than to convey them at a double cbarge of 
postage; 2d, to give an option to prepay either in money' or by stamps, which 
would render the introduction of stamps almost inoperative, as well as still con
tinue the risk attending letters prepaid in money; an objection equally applicable 
to the third course, that of giving an option either td make use of stamps or to 
.s~nd lettel'R bearing single postage; and 4th, the plan we have above recommended 
,for adoption. 

165. Mr. Riddell has recommended the levy,of triple postage on unpaid letters, 
but we see no sufficient reason for adopting a higher rate than has been found 
effectual in the United Kingdom. Those who are careless of the interests of their 
correspondents would not be deterred from sending their le~ters unpaid, by a 
triple more than by a. double rate; and both would be equally ineffectual in sup
pressing the parti cular class of letters which are sent unpaid, without any intention 
or expectation of their .being opened. That, in fact, is an evil which cannot be 
1>r~vented, so long as unpaid Ie~ters are received under' any ednditions, and the 
Governmen~ can ,only look for its prevention to the adoption of a low rate of 

,postage, 'Which will remove the existing inducement to such practices. On'the' 
other hand, triple postage would be an unnecessary hards~ip in many cases, and is 
not warranted by the principle on which a double charge is justifiea; namely, as 
a ~muneration for the additional trouble wpich the receipt and delivery of an 
unpaid letter unavoidably causes; , .. . 

166. From the rule which we have above recommended, for the levy of double ExceptinnSJ 
postage on letters not prepaid by a stamp, must be excepted all letters coming 
from Ceylon, and by sea. from ports not within the territories of the East India 
Company, and all foreign steam letters; on both of which classes of correspondence, 

.as prepayment i~ not possible, double postage on delivery cannot fairly be de
'manded. \ 'We would also exempt ne'wllpapers from the do~ble charge of postage 
in cases in which they are not prepaid, as neither the present rates nor an uniform 
rate of two annas, if adopted, are low enough to justify us in proposing a measure 
which would have the' effect of throwing the charge in the first instance on the 
'proprietors. 

i67. Under its proper head, we have considered-the postage-to ,be ievied on all 
.steam letters from the United Kingdom. or 'elsewhere; and, as regards steam 
_postage on letters sent from India to the United Kingdom~ it will be sufficient 
, 87. H 3 for 
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for the Government of India t~ declare' that' prepayment, if made .at ~1I; shall ,00: 
made by stamps, leaving to Her'Majesty's Government ~he;, ad~ptlOn m England
of whatever' measures they- may' think desirable- on the ar1'1\'al of the letter t~ere. 

V. FRAN'KING. 

168. The next question to be discussed'is th~t of Fra~k.ing .j. ~d: in considering 
this branch of the subject, it will be conveme~t to ?lylde It mto. the thre~ de; 
scriptions of frank, at present admitted by l~w ;. VIZ.~ pnVlle~d frankmg; soldiers .. 

- sepoys' and sailors letter franks; and officlal franks •. 

Opinions ofpo~tal 1'69. The officers of the department are almost 'unanb:fious in t~eir' opi.n!oD' 
autlorities. that the privilege of franking is abused; they are in fayour of the ~ntl:e aboh~lo~ 

of privileged franking, but are divided, as· to t~e. expe~ency of contmull~g soldI~rs 
and sepoys' franks; and, with respect to officIal frankIng, the' gener~l ~mpre~slOn 
seems tobe that it should, if possible, be placed under some restnctlOn, e!ther 
by' the use of service stamps or nominal payment of postage, and that steps should 

Opinion of Post· 
master-g'eneral, 
N orth~west Pro-
vince.s. 

MadnsPost
master-genera!'s 
opinion. 

be taken to reduce the bulk and weight of official correspondence. , 

170. Mr. Riddell's opinion on the subject of official and privileged franking 
may be quoted at' length: -

"The privilege of franking official documents is undoubtedly abused, but l 
have no data on which to estimate the foss from' this abuse; a low rate of postage 
would' probably correct it, except in- the case of sepoys' letters; and for them I 
think the commanding officers should be made personally responsible. 

" The power of franking official documents' must, I think, remain with public 
officers, put the number empowered to frank might be' diminished; the tendency 
at present is to increase the number of franking officials . 

.. It is iinpossible for the Post-office to limit or check the weight of official 
packets. Were the heads of the severa.l depa~-tme~ts' to giv~ attention to' the 
subject, much miglit be done i but without their aid I expect little or no result· 
from any orders which Government may issue. 

" The Post-office ought it8elfto set the example; alid I have turned· my atten-
tion to'the reductfon of the' weight of Post'-office. packets. -

" Few people have any idea of the weight added to the mails by uselessly trans
mitting letters and blank monthly returns. I remember being told by an officer 
that he had, t() send monthly quintuple' copies of a return "'hich was usually 
~~. . 

" I do noti think the payment of' a fixed monthly allowance wopld check the 
weight of. service packets. . 

" The allowance would' probably be mnde over to the head clerk; if it wer~ 
su~cient, or left a profit, nothing would, b~ said; if it were insufficient a state
ment would· be $ent up ~howing the weight of the covers dispatched and the 
postage charged on them, and the excess charge would be allowed as a matter 
of course. . 

".The truth is, that the only persons who can'check or diminish the weight of 
serVIce packets, are the heads of departments ,; the orders given by them are the 
cause of their subordinates' sending unnecessary returns blank or in duplicate 
and triplicate. ' 

" It an uniform rate of postage is adopted, there win be no difficulty in doinO' 
as ,t~e Post-office, in England do, and charging each department with. the weight 
of Its correspondence." , ' 

17t. Messrs. TayJer and Benn~tt are- in fa'\Toul' of' the entire di~ontinuance of 
the privitege of franking, both private and official', and' are of opinion that it is now 
extensively abused. ' 

172. 1\lr. Bl'own says :--<" Under this head r would urge the discontinuance' of 
th~ privilE:ge accorded to certain high func~ionaries of sending and receiving their 
prIvate l~tters ~~d pnckets by letter-po~t free ot postage. Thougll intended as 

. ~n excI~~lve ,prlvllege .dependent on posljion, it has not };leep. considered in that 
lIght. 1 he constructIOn put by the Post-office. borne out Dv"the decision or 

: th~ Government. of I~dia, on Section XXVIII. Act XVII. of 1831 has been 
. l;epeate~ly called in 9u.estio~ b~ these parties, ",lio have maintained' that they 
have a rIght to eX'em'ptlOll from postao'e hot onlv on their letter!:! but on thei 
l,>ancrny parcels of whatevet weio'ht.: ,0 • , .~? r 

~ . 0 0 
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,Ie The privilege, if ~tUl ~an~tionl'l<l, shou\d \le distinctly limited to 'official 
'«loWJllunications. ' • 

• , Correspopdence cOI;lUe(!j:ed with. tb.e public ,service, and heavy par~ls from 
every.department in .tl1e State~ e,re .transmitted free by post and' the expense 
,~tt?nding .th~ir .c?nv~yance sh~uld equitably be porne by the ;eve~al'depa.timents 
whl(:h have occasIOn to t.ransmlt ,them. It,see~s unfair that they should be sent 
fJ'ee through the post. I would recommend that ea~h Govern'ment office should _ 
be debited with ,its. own pos.tal (lqarges, or ,that it should use stamps to the requi-
site 'Value." . , 

173. Mr~ Ravenscroft ·writes: -" Under this system, letters (and even papers 0 .. f h 
d 1 ) ~ d '··1 d fi • . plmon 0 i e an parce s lrom an to certam pnv) ege unctIOnarles and public institutions Postmaster-general 

are allowed to pass free of postage. A,more objectionable system, or one more of Bomba!'. 
greatly abused, never existed. 

" If the State desires to favour particular individuals or institutions, it should 
be done by,means of a donation in money, and not at the eHense pf the postal 
·department by allowing their correspondence to pass free of postage. Pr;3.ctically, 
such a system has ,the eNect of taxing the, mercantile and the poor and ,industrious 
.classes that a few privileged persons, better able to pay than any other class of the 
community, an<f, public institutiQQs, such as the civil, military and naval funds, 
which ought to be able to pay, may eseape taxation. . 

,," The franking system no longer exists in England. I advocate,most strongly 
Jl.Dd without hesitation, its immediate and total abolition throughout India . 

.. With respect to service letters, J have to remark that no check that can pos
sibly be devised will preyent private letters from being occasionalIy,enclosed under 
official covers, if official functionaries are inclined to defraud the State in that 
way. The only plan for the Government to adopt is to denounce such a practice, 
and threaten to jnflict a severe penalty on parties who may be ,discovered so 
()ffending. 

" It OCC)lrs to me, as it has occurred to others, that a postage stamp might 
be jl,ffixe'd on all official letters, the public functionaries accounting monthly for 
the same, precisely in the same way that ,they ,would account for public money. 
I jl,m not aware that there is any "Objection to this plan, ·and if green be the 
colour of the stamp (and with- regard to device, the simple word' • Free' ought 
to be sufficient), I do not See that it would in any way clash with ,the stamp on 
,paid letters. 

'" 'The only remaining point for,c()Dsidel:ation in this comIQuuication is the tax
atiQIlor otherwise ofJetters for soldiers and sailors serving in Her Majesty's and 
,the Honourable Company's Services in In.dia. At present all these letters are 
alloJVed to go • free,' and it may perhaps be considered politic to continue the pri
vilege. I wo~ld restrict it, however, as respects soldiers, to those actually going 
with their regiments, and as regards sailors, to tllOse actually seI;ving on board 
ship. There are many sol diets ;and sailors borne on the strengt.h of both services, 
who are employed away from their regiments and vessels on a variety of staff 
,duties, and who, from the increased e~oluments which they, get for those duties, 
-()ught to be able to pay postage on their letters." . 

174. In respect to the first ,division of ,our subject,. viz. privileged franking, 1st. .Privileged 
certain high functionaries,in this country, and in England connected with the franking. 
administration of this country, have the privilege conceded to them by section ride Section LXI. 
XXVIII. of the Post. office Act (No. XVII. of .183';), and the same privilege of the Rules of 
has :been extended under the provisions of Section XXIX. by the Governor- 30th August 1831_ 
general in Council,.to the Governors of foreign settlements in India, of" sending , 
-;and receiving all letters and packets by letter-post, free of postage, and of sending 
·and receiving letters and packets by banghy on the public senice, free of postag~." 
This privilege is subjected to no restriction whatever as to the number of letters Pr~vilege unre
or packets to be sent or received free of postage every day; nor is it necessary for strlcted. 
the party making use of it to write the date on the letttJr or packet, or specify 
the name of the post-town or place where he then is; and moreover it is not 
declared necessary that the letter or packet so franked should be on the concerns 
of the party franking, nor indeed that it should be his own letter. As far as the 
wording of the Act is concerned, there is no illegality in franking any num'l:er of 
blank covers, to be made use of and posted at any post-office in India by another 
party, at any time during the enjoyment of the privilege. 

87~ H 4 175. It. 
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175. It seems to be a generally received opinion am0'!lg Post-office a~thorities, 
that. privileged franking is mad~ use of to an extent and.lD a manner not lDtended' 
by the Government when it was allowed to be contmued. The ,Postmaster
general of Bombay, in alluding to this subject, states :-" I have reason t? suspect 
and do believe that it (privileged franking) is abused most grossly every day. In 
proof of this I beg to quote a remarks,bIe case which occurred some y~ars ago at 
Poona. A member of the pl'ivileged class being about to leave that place,. whe~e· 
his family were located, left with them a large numb~r of envelopes bea~IDg h~s 
frank, and these were used by members of his family In correspondence with }In
vate friends at Bombay and elsewhere. Even in the .pre~ent day many of the· 
privileged class frank letters from their friends to thelr frIends, and some even. 
have gone so far as to frank their servants' letters; It is not an. uncommon prac
tice fOI' overland.letters to be sent from the interior to the office !D such a manner, 
that is, under a frank, as to escape taxation." 

176. The question however for our consideration at present, is not, we appre
hend, whether the privilege, as it at present exists, is 'or is not liable to be made 
use of to an extent not contemplated by the Legislature; in that case, the pro ... · 
priety of ])lacing it under further restrictions would come under discussion. But 

. the discontinuance of all such immunities and privileges in England forces on 
our "attention the question whether there is any necessity for their being any 
longer preserved in this country; and whether, now that at home the highest 
Personage in the realm has to pay postage, there are any good reasons, either of 
justice or expediency, why every person in India, from the highest to, the 
lowest, should not be subjected to charge for the conveyance of his private 
correspondence. 

177. The Committee which assembled i.n 1836, at a time when Parliamentary 
franking was still permitted in England, strongly advocated in their Report,-dated 
14th December 1836, the abolition of the privilege in this country. Whatever 
l'easons may at that time have induced the Government to hesitate tQ follow 
their recommendation, there can, we conceive, be no question as to the pro
prietyof recalling the privilege, now that an .uniform low rate of postage is, we
hope, about to be introduced into this country, and all such immunities have 
ceased to exist ~lsewhere. . . 

178. 'We would still draw the distinction, contfmded for by tIle Committee of 
1836, between letters on the public service and private letters; and while we 
advocate the withdrawal of the privilege of sending and receiving private letters 
free of po~tage, we \Vould at the same time take care to secure to such of the high 
functionaries in question as require to correspond on the public service, the right 
of doing so without charge-to themseJves, by continuing to them the same autho
rity to send their official letters without actual payment of postage, as may be 
sanctioned in the case of service letters in general. • 

179. Sections L. to LV. of the Rules passed by the Governor-general of India 
in (;ou~cil, under date 30th August) 837, define' the privileges at present enjoyed 
by soldIers and sepoys in respect to letters sent 6r received by letter-mail. The 
restriction that lett.ers ot' t~iR description, to entitle. them to pass free of postage, 
must not exceed smgle weIght, appears, from the mformation we have obtained, 
to ~e e~ltirely disregarded; an'd the limit practically enforced is one tolah i~ 
welght. mstead of a quar~er tolah the present single weight, according to Sche
dule (C.), Table I. pubhshed by the Government of India on the 14th August 
1.839. The re~son of this appears to be, that the Post-office has erroneously COIl

tmued to be gUIded by Schedule CA.), Table 1., which fixed one tolah as sinO'le 
w~jgh~ althouph Schedlll~ (C.), w~ich ~xes a quarter tolah as the limit, was s;;b
stItut;d for 1 able A~ by the notIficatIOIl of the Government of In<lia abm"e 
mentIOned. . ' 

].80. 'That the quarter toluh is sufficient at any rate for the native army, may 
be mferred ,from the fact th;t more than 75 per cent. of the entire number of 
let~er~ passmg through the Iost-offi.l:.'e are under that weight, apd that tIle ureat 
majorIty of those letters are native letters. It has been urged~ however. th"~t it 
does not afford the same advantage to the European soldier, who' generaJI writes 
a .large hand and ~ak.es use of coarse heavy paper. It is not. necessar f!r us to 
dISCUSS whether tIus IS the case or not, or whether, if it be S(l, as we1ght is the 

- great, 
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, great element of cost to the department, it would not stm be expedieut to hold 
out every inducement to make Ui~e of a light material, since we are prepared to 

.' recommend the withdrawal of'the present privilege altogether. 

181. Under the present high rates of postage, considerations of a political 
nature might doubtless be urged against sllch a measure; nor would the fact 
that certain high functionaries connected with. the army still enjoy the privilege 
,of sending and receiving private 'letters free of postage, be without its weight; 
-but when the great reduction ,in rates of postage has put it within the power of 
all classes to participate in the advantages of intercommunion by letter~ and the 
Head of the Army is obliged to pay the postage on his own private letters, there 
can be no reason why the privilege hitherto allowed .should any longer be 
continned. • 

182. Not only will the introduction of an uniform low rate of postage put it A low rate of post. 
within the means of dIe European and native soldier to correspond with his age more advan
friends, but it will, in a great many cases, even when coupled with the abolition tageous. 
of the privilege now enjoyed, have the effect of reducing instead of increasing the 
aggregate sum pai<l: under present circumstances as postage by the individual 
sepoy; for though he may now obtain the' frank of his commanding officer for 
some of the' letters he writes, those coming to him from his friends in his native 
village are subject to _postage. Whenever therefore a regiment is quartered at a 
distance ti'oIn the part of tlle country from which it is chiefly recruited, the balance 
of cost, under the present system of charge for distance, is greatly against the 
sepoy. 

183. On the 19th October 1842, a Resolution was passed by the Honourable Ruleallowing 
the President in Coullcil in reference to Rules 51 and 52 of the Post-office Rules letters from rela
of.30th August 1837, by ~hich it was declared that, " Letters to commissioned tives Zf sepoys to 
native officers and nOll-commissioned officers, privates, and others borne on the pass ree. 
Returns of the Honourable Company's Army, including guides, Lascars, and men 
of the regular corps of dooly bearers from their relatives, shal~ pass free of postage 
when addressed to the care of' the commanding officers of the corps or detachment, 
provided they do not exceed single weight. 

"The number of letters to commissioned native officers, non-commissioned 
officers and privates, entitled to be delivered frte under the above ruie, shall not 
exceed one for each man per mensem." 

This Resolution appears to have originated in a petition from certain inhabi- Not generally 
iants of Shajehanpore, praying that the officer commanding at the station might acted on. 
be authorised to fi:ank one letter per month from the relatives of men of the 
3d light cavalry and 6th irregular cavalry during the period those corps might be 
sening with the army of reserve; and although the privilege was apparently 
intended to be made' applicable to all cases, it has neve1," been acted on generally. 
Its existence, indeed, seems now almost unknown or forgotten; as the Jarge 

'number of letters which continue to be received bearing postage and paid, by all 
ran]{s of ' the nntive army, sufilciently prove.* It need not therefore affect Ih~ 
qUpstiOll under discussien. 

184. Some commanding officers have reported that the !!epoys themselves will Th~ cbange not 
hail with satisfaction the abolition of their privilege. if coupled with an uniform unacce.ptable to t'he 
low rate of charge without reference to distance', particularly if greater facilities sepoy In some 
for posting and receiving letters are organized among the rural population; cases. 
the only apprehension the sepoys seem to entertain is, that at some future time 
postage may be again enhanced, without their present priviIpge~ being I:estored to 
them. ' 

185. One great drawback to extended correspondence through the Post~oftice, Want of a rural 
ap})ears. from the replies of some of the commanding officers, to be the difficulty post felt by sepoys. 
and uncertainty. as well as expense in some cases, attending the transmission of the 
letters sent by the native soldiery to their respective villages and homes, after they 
have reached the nearest post-town; but if the district dawks be made available 
for the correspondence of the public throughout India, and the facilities which it 
affords be ext~nded to every village in every district, without additional charge in 

excess 

• AFpendU CA.), Nos. 53, 54 and 55. 
I 
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excess of the proposed uniform iate, this objection will, as far as our tercitol'ies.are 
.concerned, be Dvercome. 

186: The Bengal army, bowever, is largely ~ecruited from Oude, wb?re. no 
lUeans.whatever are afforded for sending letters by post, except along the pnnClpal 
lines of road connecting Lucknow with Cawnpore, Shajehanpore, Goruckpore, and 
Benares. 'There are a certain number of burkaI'as, called Pergunnah pe~ms, kept 
up at ,the different 'Post-offices in the province, whose d.uty it is to ~istribute.lette~s 
in the interior as they accumulate; but such letters take a consJderable tIme III 

reaching their destination owinO' to the insufficiency of the number of peons 
,employed. A judicious 'e;tensio~ of the means in use would ~oubtlef:ls do some~ 
thing -to remedy the· inconvenience; but any attempt to orgamze ~ system ~t all 
analogous to our district dawks could only be made through_ the mteJ:,ventlOn of 
.the Resident, and would scarcely, we fear, ,be found to answer~ owmg to the 
disinclination of the Durbar to any arrangement of the kind, and to the venality 
of those to whom its management must be entrusted. 

187. 'Ve' have obtained returns of" the number of letters sent and receil"ed by 
post, 'by most of the-regiments in India,* distinguishing those passing under the 
frank,of commanding officers from paid and bearing covers; but it is impossible 
to estimate, with any approach to accuracy, what would be the financial effect of 
a measure taking away the privilege at ,present enjoyed by the al'my, and Rub. 
stituting the low uniform rate we have proposed. Our returns are, from various 
causes, incomplete, some commanding officers having failed to furnish the informa
tion required of them, and many beiug unable to state the number of chargeable 
letters sent and received, owing t9 their being posted by the men themselves, and 
delivered direct to them, without the intervention of any regimental authority; 
but it.may 'be assumed generally, that while the number of franks is given with 
tolerable accuracy, the number of chargeable letters is much under-stated. The 
aggregate nominal postage at present chargeable on the franks will form no sure 
ground 'for estimating what the postage would be under totally different circum
stances; but that 'the receipts would, on the whole, increase, seems· to admit of 
little doubt. 

188~ l\I~ny commanding officers have stated, that at present, owing to the high 
rates of postage, and the want of postal communication with their own villages and 
homes, the sepoys s~nd few, if any, bearing or paid letters, confining their corres
pondence by post chiefly to their comrades in other regiments, with whom they can 
mterchangeJetters under frank, and only communicating with their friends when 
,opportunities occur of sending letters by private hand; their families, in like 
~a~ner. whoca~n?t'obtain fra~ks. regulating thdr correspondence with tbem by . 
sur~I1.a~ narrow hmlts: An umf?rm low rate ,of postage, coupled with extended 
facilItIes for the postmg and ~eh~ery of. letters among the rural population, would 
,probably have the effect of brmgmg all such letters into the public post-office. 

18~. Besides soldiers' and sepoys' letters, which are at present franked by com
man~Illg officers under. certain limitations, "Letters from wives of European 
soldle.rs addr?ssed to theIr husban~Ts, are permitted to be franked by officers'com
mandmg ~tatIoI;ls, posts or depl>fs. ' Under the reforms we have proposed we see 
no necessIty fot the c?ntinuance of thi~ privilege; half an anna will carry' a letter 
from. one ~d of Indl:;t to the alher, and this is a cha.rge which would not press 
heavIly on any class. 

190. Secti?n LV. of the Post-office Rules provides, that II Letters received from 
E:urope by ShIp, addressed to European soldiers in India, shall be forwarded free 
of postage, although th~T may: not ~~ franked, provided they do not exceed the 
"eIg.ht of thr~e toIah.s. . ThIS prlVllege, though nominally confined to letters 
receIved by ShIP, ,applIes lD effect to steamer letters If the plan w h d 
for taking ,ccmsolidated postage on steamer letters b~ sanctioned the. ave Itl~Opos~ll 
b t' d t . '1 ' IS prac Ice WI 

e con Ih~nche 1 no
h
. aks .a pn ~I ege, but :as a -part of the general system of prepa"-

ment w I we t III It adVIsable to introduce.' .J 

191. ,\Ve propose to continue to officers commandinO' regim t th 
dispatch letters on the public service at the charge.ol'the d' entil, te powehr. thO , . - epar men to w Ie -

: --- ___ , __ ,_ _ .. ___ _ ______ they_ 
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they belong; and aU correspondence on the subject of family remittances' should remittances con., 
still pass free, as such, without payment of actual postag!;" provided it does not s~dered ,as on pub
contain any private letters whatever. At present, the sepoys' own letters on the he semce. 
subject are commonly enclosed in the cover of the official letter; this practice 
should of course be discontinued, and such letters be sent separately as other 
private communications. -

192. \Ve come now to "Official franks," and with respect to them we" have 3d. Officialfranks. 
experienced consiclerable difficulty in devising any scheme, which, wllile it will 
continue to officers employed on the service of the State, freedom from the charge 
of postage on letters sent and received by them, on the public business alone, will 
at the same time enable the Post-office to show a credit for the service it performs 
for the Government, and secure greater attention to economy. by l)reventing the 
mails being unnecessarily loaded with official correspondence. 

193. The evidence which we have collected on this subject chiefly goes to show Evidence on the 
the difficulty of devitdng any efficient check over the privilege of sending official subject. 
correspondence free of postage, without, at' the same time, introducing a cumber-
80m~ and expensive machinery, and in some cases embarrassing the pUblic service. 
Ahpost all the postal authorities whom we have consulted state that the practice Opinions of postal 
of enclosing private letters under official covers exists, but they have shown great authorities. 
hesitation in bringing forward specific instances in support of their assertions, and 
but few cases have been circumstantially brought to notice. Therp can, however, 
we think, be little question that the privilege of official franking is in many cases 
abused; it could', indeed, scarcely be otherwise, considering the very great number 
of officers, both Europeal'! and native, to whom it is entrusted. • 

,194. It has been proposed, in order to diminish the weight of selvice packets Different plans 
sent by post, that every public officer should pay the postage of such packets dis· considered. 
patched by him, receiving in lieu a fixed monthly allowance, calculated. on the 
average amount of nominal postage that has be~n charged on such packets for a 
given perio.d. To this plan, however, insuperable objections arise, from the diffi-
culty, if not impossibility t of fixing, in the first instance, and afterwards regu-
lating. what would be a fair allowance on account of postage to every pul?lic 
officf'r tn India, as well as f~om the manifest impropriety of the Government allow-
ing a-certaiu charge to be incurred under this head, 'without any certainty that the 
whole amount would be repaid as postage. 

195. It has also been proposed that officers having to ~nd letters on the public 
service, should pay the postage chargeable on them in the first instance, receiving 
it afterwards from Government by mealls of a contingent bill, to be audited and 
passed before the amount is disbursed. This plan is opf'n to the objection of 
rendering it necessary either that large sums of money should pass through the 
hands of Post-office clerks and others as postage, without the means of insuring 
efficient security., or that a. large number of Post.office label stamps shoul,d he 
expended without any corresponding advantage. It would also, as in the former 
case, be impossible to ascertain with certainty that the sums charged as postage 
had been actually expended, and the practice would, ,moreover, have the effect of 
introducing a complicated system of accounts, and giving rise to lengthy corres
pondence, without adequate advantage to the public service i ~he revenue accruing, 
from the system being merely nominal. 

196. Service stamps are also open to objection; their introduction would be Service stamps. 
attended with very considerable expense, both for their manufacture and continued 
suppJyaIl over the country; ,and they would yield nothing to the public resources. 
It would be' difficult to arrange any system of check for their application, for 
though they could be made use of nominally only for official correspondence. there 
'Would be nothing to prevent officers entrusted with them (and they must, it is 
obvious, be entrusted in large numbers to all classes of public officers in the djs-
tl'icts). from making them the means of freeing some of their priYate letters from 
taxation, or allovdng others to participate in the advantage . . 

197. Nor would the requiring tpe officer to sign his name, as. well as apply a Objections to the: 
,service stamp to his letter, obviate the evil; as anyone inclined to violate the Jaw use. 
would not be deterred from expending a service stamp. because he Ilad also to 

~7. . I 2 frank 
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frank' the communication, provided it was addressed to s~me one ~ho he W3!t 

sure, from a. principle of mutual advantage, would not brmg the Clfcumstance 
to light. ,. , -

.198. At the same time we are unwilling to leave the matter as it now stands; 
an(l although we are unable to propose any scheme which wiII remove every objec
tion to any letters beino- sent by the public oost without actual payment of postage, 
,we tr6st the measures :e are about to rec~mmend may lead to a mitigation of 
the evil. ' 

199. The object in vje~ j~ any plan which may be proposed is twofold: ,first,' 
to ascertain the amounli of work performed by the Post-offi~e for ~he State; an<l, 
secondly, to reduce, as far as may be practicable, the exceSSIve WeIght of packets 
sent free of postage on public service. The plan by w?ich we p~opose to acc.?I?
plish these ends, as far as pl"acticable, is ,wholly to abolIsh th~ prIVIlege of offic!al 
frankinO' as has been done in the United KinO'dom; to credIt the Post-office wlth 

1::>' 0 h bl' the postage due on letters and parcels posted by certain o.fficel's on t e pu IC 

service, a corresponding debit being made in the accounts of each department; 
and to restrict within the closest possible limits the number 'of officers empowered 
to send letters, &c., by post, on the public service, without actual paymen~ of 
postage. 

200. There are a. great number of officers on whom, from the extent of the cor
respondence they must necessarily carryon, on the public service, it is manifestly 
unfair to impose the payment of postage. Under existi~g rates, ,the nomina~ 
postage chargeable on letters dispatched by some of them averages as. much as 
Rs. 2,000 a month, and even under the proposed reductions the amount would 
be very considerable. To all such we consider it will be still necessary to continue 
the privilege of sending their official correspondence by post at the public charge. 

Lists of persons 201. In reviewing the lists of parties now authorised tQ fraI?-k on the public 
;~~OrIS:~~o se~f. service appended to the present Post-offic~, rules, it appeal's to us that many of the 
c~ar;e arevi:!e~. II) officers included in them might weH be left out altogetl~er, or their privilege more 

circumscribed. In some cases the official correspondence carried on by them 
bona fide on the subject of their own departments is extrePlely limited; and the 
amount they would have to pay as postage, under the reductions proposed, so 
small aS,to make it scarcely 'worth while to continlle to them the franking power; 
while in others, any letters which they require to send by post, should rather be 
considered as on the private concerns of themse1ves or their office, than on the 

Revised lists sub
mitted. 

, To be printed in 
the English and 
vernacular lan
guages. 

-public service of the state. Of the latter description is the correspondence of 
all funds and societies which ought certainly to contribute directly to the support 
of the Post-office. • 

202. Again, some officers, who enjoy the franking' privileO'e, can have occasion 
only to address particular officers or departments, when co~responding on public 
service; these we propose accordingly to transfer from List No. 1. to List No. II •. 
continui~g ~o 't~eD?- 'the privi!ege of se.nding the~r letters at the public eharge: 
but restnctmg It eIther to theIr immedIate supenors; or to the divisioll or district 
in which they are employed. List No. III. f 'Which provides for the case of 
officers who have not the privilege of franking, havinO' occasion to correspond on 
the public service, we propose to expunge altogethe~. Such of the authorities 
inclu~ed ~n it, as have to write f~equently o~ official subjects, we have transferred 
to LIst ~o. II. The rare occaSIOns on whICh the others could be called on to 
send ot?cIaI letter~ by po~t, seeme.d to us not to stand in need of special provision; 
they TIught, :we thInk, wuh proprlet~ be left to pay the very small postage which, 
under an ul11form f;tte, would be leVIable on such communications. 

, ~03, W e h.a~e prepared revised lists of the authorities to whom we would con~ 
tlI~ue the pr.lVllege,. for the appro~al of Government. These lists should be 
prmted bot~ III EnglIsh and ~he natIve Janguage of the district, and kept in all 

,Post-offices, The present lIsts of persons authorised to frank are, for the most 

part, , 

, • Appendix (B.), No.2, 
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Part, not understood or attended to by Post-office subordinates; their practice in 
some cases being to admit, as free, every letter with the signature of an European 
officer, without reference to his being empowered to frank or not. 

204. The great number of covers which must still necessarily pass through.the System of charg
Post-office without actual payment of postage, would, unless a very considerable ing and accounting 
expense for establishment be incurred for the purpose, preclude the possibility of for tsta;re further 
the nominal postage accounts of each 'office being checked by the Post-office. exp IUne • 

All that. will be possible, is for the department to keep an accouut of the weight 
and postage of official letters and parcels posted for dispatch, which might be 
rendered monthly either to the Postmaster-general or to the accountant, with the 
monthly cash account, and a general statement prepared from them and submitted 
annually for the information of Government. ' 

205. Each post-office would, uuder this scheme, keep a book in which should 
be entered the name of every officer enjoying authority to send letters, ,&c., on 
the public service, in the habit of posting his letters at that particular place; the 
names being arranged according to the departments to which they belong. Under 
each name woold be entered the number, weight and nominal postage of all 
letters and parcels sent to thl3 post-office, under the signature of each; and, at 
the end of'the month, an account of nominal postage chargeable to each depart
ment would appear in the body of the cash account submitted either to the Post-

• master-general or to the accountant. 

206. In the cash account, the amount of postage due on official covers .posted 
'during the month would be ~redited in one sum .to the Post-office, and debited 
on the other side to the department to which the authority signing them belongs; 
all service letters posted at police chowkeys, 01' at any place where there is no 
regular dawk office, should in like manner be accounted for at the first post-office 
at which they are received, being there debited to the account of the officer 
signing. them, Every letter and parcel sllOuld be superscribed with the word 
" Service," and also with the name of the department to which the officer 
sending it belongs, thus: 

, 

REVENUE ~ERVICE~ 

.The Commissioner 

if Re'C'enue, 

A. B.t 

Collector. 

Form of address on 
service letters, 

'N 0 cover should on any account be admitted as a service letter, unless properly The cover of every 
attested with the signature of an officer enjoying the privilege; at present, in .s?rvice letter to be 
some post-offices, both English and native letters are permitted to pass free of SIgned. 

postage, under the seal of the department alone, without any frank whatever. 

207. The Postmaster-general or accouutant, to whom the accounts of the An annual return 
Post-office may be rendered, should prepare and lay before Government an annual to be sent to Go-

f h . 1 h bl' t ffi • t vernment. return 0 t e aggregate nomma postage c argea e lU every pos -0 ce agams . 
each department; and the means would thus exist of ascertaining,.when necessary. 
-the fluctuations in service postage tlu'oughout the country, as well as of calling 
for an explanation of any great increar,e in the charges of any pll.rticular depart-
ment or office. 

208. After a. full consideration of the whole question in aU its bearings, we A perfect check not 
have come to the opinion. an opinion in which we are supported by the views of feasible. 

those most competent to form a correct judgment, that nothing beyond this mere 
.approximatiQn to a check will be feasible; any system by which the postal 
expenditure of all the various departments and offices under Government could 

Bi. ' I 3 be 
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be subjected to actual examination and check, would not only indvolvd~ a v~ry 
~ f d d ce out brinrl un er ISCUSSlon complIcated system 0 accountS' an correspon en , '. , I:'J. • 

the difficult and comprehensive question of the fe::t~lblhty ~f reducIng the number 
-and bulk of official letters and returns; a subject be)ond the scop~ of our 
inquiries, and on which, therefore, we have forborne to enter. 

Further Buggee. 209, We add however a few suggestions of; a general nature, connected with 
tiona. this part of th: subject,' the adoption of W1:i~h will tend' c,onslderably towards 

the important end of reducing the bulk and eIght of the malls. • 
Smaller-sized lst. Quarter sheets of paper should be use] on ~Il occasions, when the co~mu
paper to be used in nication is sufficiently concise to be .COJltamed lU them, unless on mattel s of 
.,ome cases. sufficient importance to be permanently retained on r~cord. Such letters, as. well 

as all accounts, periodical returns and statements, mIght be sent under a b~nder 
or short cover, open at the ends, in the same manner as newspapers, and not lU an 

~etters exceeding 
12 tolahs to be 
sent by banghy. 

envelope, and a lighter description of paper used for the covers of letters. 
2d. The section XIII. of the Draft At:t,* which enacts that" where there is a 

banghyestablished ona line of road;nQ person should be entitled to demand that 
any letter or packet exceeding 12 tolahs in ~veight, shall be ~onveyed by the lett,er 
post on that line of road," should be st1'H;tly cnfo.rced WIth respect to offi~Ial 

Except under cer- correspondence. The only relaxation permItted, bemg when. the party sendmg 
tain circumstances, the letter certifies upon it in writing, tmder Ilis full signature, that the conte.gts 
andt'~hden duly are of an emergent nature, in the following terms :-
cer 1 e . " I 0.0 hereby cert.ify that it is eE.sentialIy requisite for the good of the public 

service, that this packet, exceeding 12 tolahs in weight, should be sent by letter 
mail, and not by banghy·." • 

It should be the duty of the officer to whom such packet is addressed, to bring 
to the notice of the Postmaster-general, for the information of Government, 
any instance in which such certificata has been made use of without sufficient 
cause. 

Penal to enclose a 3d,' We further propose 'to make the sending a private letter, under an i>fficial 
private letter. - cover, a ppnal offence, punishable by~a fine of Rs, 50 ill each case. 
Letters not strictly 4th. At present many official letters, which officers of government address to 
:: leu:~~:::~~ce one another, are not on the service of the State, but on the private business of 
postage. individuals, such,as advices of drafts being granted, cammissions to take evidence 

Official gazettes 
ent by post to be 
ightened. 

Separation of the 
functions of the 
Postmaster-general 
from those ofpost. 
master of a Presi
dency town. 

in civil suits, applications for leave of absence, or for appointments, &c .. &c. 
These should, in all cases, be made subject to the payment of postage, the party 
requiring the 3:ccommodation enclosing the necessary $tamp to cover the expense 
of po~tage, ,or incurring the double charge on an unpaid letter. 

5th. Official gazettes intended for transmission by post should be lightened ,as 
far as possible; with this objectl the dawk impression should contain only subjects 
of general importance, and notices of mere local illttlrest should be printed in a 
supple~ent for circulation at the Presidency only. 'fhe" Vernacular Gazette," 
translatIOns of the Acts of the Government of India, or other matters intended 
for.nativareaders in :the Mofussil, should be sent by banghy instead of by letter 
mall. 

VI. GENERAL MANAGEMENT. 

210. 'On the several'points included under this head, which have appeared to 
demand l'pecial notice, each Commissioner has prepared a separate memorandum 
which "ill be found among the papers in the Appendix.t We proceed to notic; 
tho]>e in respect of which a geneml plan,llpplicable to the whole of India, may 
'With ll.dvantage be adopted, and the present varyint'l' practice of the several Presi-
dencies assimilated. C 

211. The first point to which we shall refer, is the position ofthe Po~tmasters
gellentl bf Bengal, Madras and BOll1bay with ref;pect to the Post-offices or as they 
are called, the General Post.offices at the Presidency towns. At pr~sent, each 

Post m aster-

• Appendix (B.), No.1. t Appendix (C.), Nos. 1,2 and 3. 
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,]>ostmaster-genetal, in addition to the general control which he exercises over the 
whole Post-office department, retains special charge of the Presidency Post-office; 

. while the Deputy Postmaster-gelleral is in the position of an assistant to the Post~ 
master-general, the nature and extent of his duties and responsibilities not being 
clearly defined, and being at any time liable to chauge at the discretion of his 
superior. 

212. The particular illconvenierlces arising from this arrangement are referred Inconvenience 
to at length in our separate memor~ndums; but it may be stated generally, that ~ri~ing from the 
attention ta the details of any part~ular office iR incompatible with an efficient u~lOn of the two 
administration of the department; dnd that so long as both dutieR are vested in 0 ces. 
the same persons, it cannot be expected that either will b~ discharged so satisfac. 
toriIy as if the two were entirely separate, and each officer held responsible for 
the performance of his own. It will almost invariably be found that, under the 
present system, if the Postmaster-general oe a. zealous public servant, the Deputy 
occupies the position of a ministerial officer; and that l if the contrary be the case, 
the business may be conducted in the name of the Postmaster-general, but the 
whole labour devolves upon the Deputy, . 

213. The advantage attending an entire separation of the functions of Post
master-general from those of a local Postmaster is exemplified in the North.west 
Provinces, where, owing chiefly t~ tpat circumstance, but partly also, it may be 
added, to local peculiarities, and to a judicious selection of Postmasters-general, 
the Post-office has been better administex:ed, and made .to conduce more to the 
convenience of government and of the public, than in any other part of India. -

214. We recommend, therefore, that the office of Postmaster-general be 
entirely separated from tbat of postmaster at the three Presidency towns, and that 
instead of Deputy Postmasters-general, there be appointed postmasters respec
tively of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, subordinate to the Pos.tmaster-general 
like all other postmasters. AU ministerial officers in the Presidency Post-offices 
should be nominated by the postmaster, subject to the confirmation of the Post
master-general. 

215. It is of great importance that the,Postmasters-general sh'Jltld travel along 
the lines of post-road, and visit the several pOlot.offices under their eontroI, as fre!.. 
quently as possible. This essential part of, a Postmaster-generars duty does not 
appear to llave been satisfactorily performed, except in the North-west Province~, 
where the Postmaster-general, unhampered by any local engagements, is enabled 
to visit almost evel'Y pO!.lt-office throughout his extensive jurisdiction in the course 
of the year. In Bengal and Bombay, the Postmasters-general make occasional 
tours of inspection. In the former Presidency, the number of post-offices visited 
on each occasion is ~xtremely small, and there are several offices, including some 
at no great distance from Calcutta, which have not been inspected for many years. 
In both Presidencies the inspection has not been so se,arching or cOlllplete as 
might have been desired. In Madras, the Postmaster-general does 1Iot !leern even 
to, be expected to leave' the Presidency town; and in Bombay it is only since 
1841 that personal inspection of the post-offiC'es in the interior has been required 
from the head of the department! During their absence from head-quarters on a 
tour of inspection, the Postmasters-general should be req1,1ired to, sabmit brief 
weekly diaries of their proceedings to superior authority. 

Postmaster-general 
of the North-west 
Provilolces is nQt 
directly connected 
with any post
office. 

Present Deputy 
Postml\sters-gene
ral to be' post
masters of the 
Presidency towns. 

Postmasters-gene
ral should t!'aveI, 
and inspect post
offices and hnes of 
road, as fi'equelldy 
as posslbic. 

216. The salaries of the several Postmasters-general are as folla~vs :- Present lI11o\\'onre8 
of Postmasters-

Bengal.-Rs.24,OOO A year, with a travelling allowance 
month while absent from the Presidency. 

of Rs. 300 a general. 

Nortlt-west Provinces.--Rs.16,800 a year, with a fixed allowance of 
Rs. 2,400 a year for travelling expenses. 

lIfadras.-Rs;28,OOO a year. 

Bombay.-Rs.24,000 a year, with an allowance of Rs.1O a day \\bile 
actually travelling. 

S;. 14 217. We 
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2] 7. We should recommend that the salary of.' each of the four Postmaste~s-. 
general be fixed at Rs. 24,000 a year, with an alI~wance of Rs. 10 a day, whl!e. 
actually travelling. There seems no reason whf the salary of the Postmaster
general of Manras should be higher than those oft Bengal or 13ombay; and, on the 
'other hand, a salary of less than Rs. 24,000 wOl/-'ld not be commensurate wi.th the 
duties and position of an officer at the head o{ an impo~'tant departme~t many 
one of those three Presidencies. In the N orthtwE'st Pl'ovmces, the office of Post
master'general, in respect to extent of territory, numbl'lr of offi~es. and a~oullt 
and variety of business, is considerably more arduous ~nd responsIble than!u any 
of the other Presidencies' and the officer who fills 1t ought not, we thmk, to 
receive a lower remuner~tiou than the others. =11: In the North-west Provinces 
alone has the income derived from postaO'B exceeded the expenses of the depart
ment, and the State has also df'~ived a ;onsiderable profit from the bullock-tr~ins 
and passenO'er-carriaO'es the manaO'ement of which rests with the Post-office. rhe 

~ ~ , ~ 

travelling allowance of Rs. 10 a day is that now fixed for Bengal and Bombay; 
it is a liberal but certainly not an excessive allowance for the purpose. A 
smaner amount would frequently be found insufficient to reimburse expense 
actually incurred, and it is not desirable that the Postmasters-general sh0111d be
discouraged from frequent travel by the apprehension of pecuniary Joss. 

218. The present Deputy Postmasters-general are remunerated as follows:

Bengal.-Rs. 8,400 a year, and apal'tmcnts in the General Post-office. 

Bombay.-Rs. 6,000 a year, and apartments in the General Post-office;' 
but the present incumbent ,also draws a personal allowance of.Rs. 1,200 a 
year for services in otller departments, which is not charged to the Po'St
office. He is also excused from residing in the Gen~ral Post-office, and 
receives Rs. 1,800 a year as house-rent insteail. 

Mad1·as.-Rs. 4,800 a year, and alJartments in the General Post-office. 

219. In the.place uf these officer~, w~ have proposed to appoint postmasters or 
the three Pres1dency towns, subject only to the same control by the Postmaster
general as he exercises' liver other officel's of the department. ConsiderinO' the 
p~sition th:y will ~ach hold at the head of ~he post-office in a populo,us comm~r<.'ial 
.Clty, we thm~ thaL they ought not to receIve a lower remuneration than that now 
allotted to t.he Deputy Postmaster-general of Calcutta, viz. Rs.8,400 a year, and 
apartments m the General Post-office. But residence in the General Post-office 
should be made an inuispensable condition of office. . ' 

220. The d:sjg'D~tion of. Genera! Post-office is inapplicable to the Presidency 
Post-offices of Indm,. partIcularly If, as we propose, the office of Postmaster
genera~ should be entl~"ly separated from them. 'We think, therefore, that they 
should m future be deSIgnated the post-offices of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay .. 

~:~:n~~~~h:l'g~l_ 2~ 1. In the Cal~utta Post:office, under the Pos~master-general and Deputy 
(lutta General Post- Postmaste:-g~Ileral, IS a supermtendent on Rs. 300 a month, who is in fact a 
~fiice may be nbo- seconrl assIst~nt to the Po-;tmaster.general in all branphes of his duty, whether 
hshed. ~onllec~ed WIth the Post-office department in general or the Calcutta Post· office-

lU part!clllar, and performs m:uch of the work which, under a proper distributiolli 
of .busmess, would devolve eIther upon the Postmaster-general or his Deputy 
ThIS office ~~e Bengal Commissi.oncr is of opinion may be abolished; ~nd as n~' 
such ?ffic~ IS fOU!l~ necessary eIther at Madras or Bombay, we concm' in recom
mendlU~ ItS abobtIqB:;...due regard being had to the services and claims of the 
present mcumbent. .. 

222. The 

• Note.-The salary of the Postmaster-"'en I f th N . 
Government of India in 1849 to Rs 24 000: era. 0 ~ orth-~est Provmces was raised by the 
Court disallowed the arrangement in ' year, mfludu~g t~avelhng allowance; but the Honourable 
appointlld to the situation and becaus c~hse~uence 0 the JunIor standing in the service of the officer 
Tious sanction. ' e e mcrease was allowed without the Honourable Court's pre-
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222. The folJowin,. Table\shows in a comparative form the establishment of Oomparativestate
Clerks entertained at each Presidency Post-office, arranged according to Depart- rob entfocftlbskDum-, er 0 er s em-

·ments : ployed at eacb 
General Post-office. , 

• 
CALCqTTA • MADRAS. BOMBAY. 

DF.PARTMENTS. Number . Number I Number I 
of Salary. of Salary. of Salary. , perk .. Clerks. Clerks. 

• Rs. a. p. Hs. a. p. Rs . a. p. 
Account - - - 8 394 - 10 3 168 - - 4 360 - -
Cash - - & 4 228 - - 1 190 - - - -
Audit - - - - - - - - 4 90 - - - -

~ • 
81 

Total - - 12 622 - 10 418 - - 4 3110 - -
. 

Coirespondence - 8 317 - I) 5 231 - - 3 99 ... -
Oriental - - - 2 41 - - - - - -
Record - - - 2 45 - - 2 45 - - - -
Time Check - - 3 61 7 1 3 75 - - - -. 

Total 15 464 7 6 10 351 '3 99 - - - - - -

• . Cp, Ship and Steam - 17- 574 -. -~ 4 •• 
- 257 - -

Pre-payment - . - - - - - -
- 1: -442 

- - I) 235 - ---
'total - - l7" 574 - - - - 9 492 - -

Letter Mail Receipt, or 
Inward - - - 18 576 S- 8 11' 230 - - 8 262 - ----

Total - - 18 576 8 8 11 230 - - R 262 - -
. . . . 

Letter Mail D:';patch, 
or Outward - - 33 645 7 6 25 646 - - 9 336 -. -

Postin~ Department - - - - - - - - - - - 4 83 - -
ReceiVIng Houses - 6 86 - - 8 136 - - 4 80 - -
Forward - - - 3 61 2 - - - - -- I 

Tptal -. - 42 792 It 6 33 782 - - 17 499 .... -
Miscellaneous - - 8 251 - - 1 18 - - - -
Bangby - - - 9 216 8 8 I) 93 - - 4 110 - -
Dawk Bearers c. - 3 60 - - - - - -- ---

Total - - 20 527 8 8 6 111 - - 4 110 - -
.. TOTA.L - - - ·124 3,557 3 2 82 2364 - - 45 1,822 - -. 

• In the Calcutta General Post.office 11 Clerks, drawing an aggregate salary of ·Rs. 155. 8. 8., 
have been disoharged recently on the abolition of detailed registry. The establisbment now consists 
of 113 Clerks, at an aggregate monthly cost of Rs. 3,(01. 10. 6. 

K 223. Tlte 
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223. The following is a comparison of the number of Clerks at each p()st.officc~ 
an each grade of salary: . ' ; . . 

NUMBER op,CLERK S. "-

Monthly satary. 
Calcutta. Madrae. Bombay. 

Rs. a. p. • 
200 .... - - - .. .. - - - 1 

190 .... ":' - - .. - 1 -
160 ... - .. 1 - -
150 ... - .. 2 - . -
140 - - - - - - .. - :. 1 

133 .... - - - - - 1 -
100 T .... - 6 - - 1 -

95 - - - 1 - -
S5 - - - - .. - - - .. 1 

SO - - - 1 - - 1 - .. 2 

10 - - - ... - - 1 - .. 1 

67 14 10 .. 1 -• 
60 ... - - 2 - .. ! - .. 3 

55 - - - - - - - - .. 1 

50 - - - .. - - 3 - - 4 

.7 ... 5 - 1 - -
40 - -, - 5 - - 2 - .. 1 

39 - - - - - - - - .. '2 

35- .... .- - 3 - - 6 .. - 2 

34 - - - .. - -. - - .. I 

33 - - - - - - - - - 2 

30 - .... - 6 - - 1 - - '3 

28 .... - .. -., 
~ - 1 - - 1 

27 - - - - .. - - - - 1 

26 ~ - - 3 - -
26 - - - 1 - -
25 .:...- -, - 11 - - 15 - - 1 

24 .... - .. - - - 1 -
21 - - - - .. - 4 -
20 14 5 - 3 ....... -
20 8 8 - 1 - -
20 .. ... -. 25 - - 18 - .. 7 

18 - - - . 1 - .. 7 .. - 1 

17 .... ... - 3 - -
·16 ... - - 8 - -

16 ... - " 5 .. -. 12 - - 4 

14 .,. .... - - - - 6 - - 1 

12 8 8 - 3 ""- -
12 

., 
15 .. - - - .. - - "\ 1 

10 ... - .. 13 - -. - .. "I .3 . 
8 - - .. 1 - -
8 ... - .. 2 - -

:rOTA.L - - 124 .82 45 
, 
I 

or which the following is an Abstract: 

.. 
Clerks 011 Salaries. lleJIgaI. Madras. Bombay. 

. • Of Rs. 100 and upwards .. 9 3 2 
" 50 and upwards .. 5 6 12 

" 25 and upwards .. 30 25 . 14 
" 15 and upwards .. 46 42 12 

Less than Rs. 15 .. .. 34 6 5 
I 

TOTAL - - - 124 82 45 

221.' In 
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, 224. In Bengal the average salary of each clerk is Rs. 28. 11.. in Madras 
~. 28. 12., and in Bombay Rs.40. 5. The number of letters and packets dis
.patched from each Presidency Post-office in a period of four weeks is as follows: 

--. 
C'.aleutta. Madras. Bombay • 

. 
Inland Letters and Newspapers - 93,894 64,812 86,062 

Steamer Covers - - - - 16,747 1,210 38,151 

S~p Covers .. - - .. 3,853 2,609 1,51a 

Banghy' Parcels - - - 5,310 2,116 1,828 
-

TOTAL - - - 119,804 70,747 128,163 

225. 'Without, therefore, expressing an opinion' as to the particular instances in 
which reduction and alteration of establishment may be practicable (a point more 

• app!,opriatelydiscussed in our separate meinorandums), we may remark generally, 
that, allowance being made for any possible difference in the national habits of the 
persons employed, the strength of establishment found sufficient for carrying on the 
duties of the post-office at Bombay ought, under a proper and methodical arrange
Plent of business, to suffice for the same purpose at the other Presidencies. It 
seems' probable tha~, in Bengal at least, the number of clerks employed, some pf 
them on excessively small wages, must tend to impede business by the introduc
tion of incompetent persons into the office" ra:ther than to its dispatch. 

, . 
226. If the office or Postmaster-general be separated from that of Postmaster Future arrange

at the Presidency towns, it will be desirable, for the better arrangement and dis- ment of business at 
patch of business, that the Pres{dency Post-offices should be .divided into the ~e ~re:idency 

• following departments, the heads 'of which should he responsible -direct to the os 0 ces. 
Postmaster :__ r. • 

1. Correspondence. 
2. Account and cash. 
3. Inland letter mail dispatch. 

4. Inland letter mail receipt. 
S. Spip and steam. 
6. B~ghy. 

227. The greater part of the correspondence which now passes through ,the Correspondence 
General Post-office, and the business of regulating the mails and checking the Department. 
late of travelling, and also the disposal of unclaimed letters, will be'transferred to 
tij,e office of the Postmaster-general. The expense of an adequate office establish-
ment for lhe Postmaster-general, which 'ought not to exceed Rs . .400 a month, 
may be met by a cOITesponding reduction in the strength of the General Post-
(lffice establishments. Whatever deficiency in this respect there may be in the 
Bombay office, where the establishment is actually, and still more comparatively, 
weaker than elsewhere, can be made up from the other Presidencies. The busi-
ness of laying dawks for tray-ellers, instead of ~orming a. separate bian.ch, should be 
conducted in subordination to- the head of the correspondence department of the 
,Presidency Post-office. 

228. It is ~b~wn in,the separate memorandums, that the plan of preparing the Account and Cash 
post-office accounts in the different Presidencies 1s not uniform. In Bengal no Department; pre-o 
accounts aIe prepared in the General Post-office, except those of the office itself. sen~ mode ~~e
The cash accounts of the Mofussil Offices are furnished direct to the accotmtant to ~=~;r8 0 ce 
the Government, who prepares from them, and from the .cash account of the 
General Post-office; a general abstract of the receipts and disbursements of th,e 
post-office for the whole Presidency, and the usual annual ledger and journal. 
Only a monthly memorandum o£ receipts and disbursements of each post-office is 
Bent to the General Post-office; and these memorandums are entered, in a register, 
but no use is made of them except' for occasional reference, and that very rarely. 

229. In Madras and Bombay the cash accounts of the Mofussil Post·offices are 
submttted to the General Post-office, and are there combined in one general 
monthly account for the who)e Presidency, and submitted to the Accountant

. general. The ledger and journal for the year are also prepared in the General 
Post-office. and an annual statemeut of receipts and charges is submitted by the 
Postmas~er-~eneraI. with a. brief report to- Government. 

. '8'7. K 2 230. In, 
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230. In t~e N orth-West Provinces the post-office cash accounts are .furnished' 
to the Accountant to Government, by whom the general accounts are prepared.' 
A copy of each cash account (without the, 'Vouchers) is also sent to ~he Postmaster
general, by whom an abstract of the receipts and ,disburse1I\ents IS prepared and, 
submittlfd,to Government, with, an annual report on the state of~he department. d 

Propose~ ~ltera- " 231. It would be advisable, we-think, to modify the practice ~f all t~e Presi'; 
~on in, the mode of dencies., 'It is not expedient that the Postmaster-general,. of.hIS estabhs~ment" 
preparIng post- should be hampered with the examination anll preparation of accounts, wh}ch can 
office accounts. ' ., • '1 d' th be as w~ll compIled, and whIch in fact are already III some cases compl e ! lU e 

• 
Mode of bringing 
to account the 
postage on unpaid 
letters. 

Erroneous mode of 
bringing ship and 
steam postage !O 
account. 

Casb~keeper and 
Accountant should 
be one and the 
same person. 

office of account. ,The cash accounts of all post-offices should ~e sept d~lect to' 
the Accountant to Government, and a' general abstract o~ receIpts and, dlsb:urse'" 
ments of tlach year should pe prepared jn the Accountant s office, a?d furnlshed 
to the Postmaster,general, for the purpose of en~bling him'to. sub~t an a.nn~al. 
report upon the working of the department. By this plan uUlfo~nllty of p~act~ce, 
would be attained, arid the wQrk would not in any case have to ,be done, tWlce 
9ver~ It is, llQt necessary fOJ: <purposes of control ~ that ,~he Postma~ter-general 
slioU1d lJekept acquainted' monthly with the receipts' and diRbursements of eac~ 
9.ffip~.. A mE1mor,andum of i>os~ge realized -u:oul4 be sufficie,nt. ' 

'232.,'In the General Post-office of Calcutta, and throughout ~he North-West 
Provinces, it is {he practice ,to 'credit 'in the cash accopnt as an actual receipt :all 
postage due -on unpaid letters:received at each post-office during the month,' anel 
to hold thelUncollected a:r.nount in inefficient balance. In: the Mofussil Post-offices 
of- Bengal, ~and 'at Mailras, the 'Custom is t<1 credit jn ,the cash account only the 
postage actttal1y collected on unpaid letters, and to show the amount due on ,un~ 
delivered letters in a memorandum at the foot. In Bomb~y -only the actual co) ... 
lections are credited, 'but the amouIit'due on: undelivered letters is not shown' at 
all. The practice of Madras and of the' Mofussil post offices of Bengal in this 
respect ought; to ~eadopted throughout India.. ; 

23.3. The accounts of the General Post-office profess to sh.ow, qnder distinct 
heads, ~he amount -of inland, ship, banghy and steam po&tage collected, and due 
on paid and unpaid letters; but, although' the total amount may be correct~ the 
details are invariably erroneQus .. Thus, at Calcutta, all steam-ship and inland 
postage on letters posted intire ship and'steam department is credited in the cash 
account as spip-postage, an~ all steam and inland postage on overland letters sent 
viti. Eombay i~ credited as in~and postag~. ,But when the memorandum of steam
pqstage, due to the Bombay Pre~idellcy and to the. London General Post· office 
is made up at the end of th~·month. the whole amount' of such postage is deducted 
in the accourits f~oIn th,e, item of inland postage, and the result is. t'Q.at the ac
counts show a smaller a~o~nt of inland and a much larger am'ount of ship postage 
than is actualIyc6llected~ It would occasion, perhaps, needless trouble it' any 
atte:r.npt ,were made ,to distinguish, in .the accounts, between inland and ship' 
postage due on the same'letter, and. in the case of unpaid letters, it would' be 
Impossible, WitIlOut giving rise to'great delay in their delivery. But the accounts 
ou~ht to exh~bit correctly th~ character ofihe several'items they contain, and for 

, thIS purpose It would be adVIsable t6 reduce the entries under the head of postage 
to the following: ' , : 

i. Postage on inland letters and newspapers. 
2. Postage 'on inland parcels. . 

" ,p. ~ostage o.n oIl ship and steam Iett~rs and packets. 
When the steam postage comes to, be deducted at the end of the month the 

third ~tem will exhibjt all ship postage properly so called, and the inland po;tage 
,on ShIP and ste_~m letters. The peons will have no difficulty in acconntin 
;separately, for th~ postage on articles delivered to them from the inland ship a ~ 
:steam, an~ bangby departments, especially if postage be uniform, with~ut ref:r
ence to dlstanc~. , ." ' -

" 

, '234. !he cash- a~count~ of the Presidency Post-offices being confined to the 
transactlO~s- of the .offic~ ,Itself, and .those transactions being of a limited extent 
and very SImple character, the entertamment of a se'parate T ' d 
A h 

. reasurer an a separate 
ccountant, and t e complete separation of the departJu t f" h d 

fi I I en s 0 "as an account 
.seem per ect y use ess.. The two offices should be comb' ad' th f 
A ' d T mille person 0 an 

ccountant an reasurer, whose salary together wl'th th f h' . - , , , , ose 0 IS aSSIstant 
- clerks, 
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clerks, ought not, on any account, to exceed" the amount now sanctioIJed for the 
purpose at Bombay. 

235. We. may refer in this plar.e to a proposal which has been made from time Plan for general 
to time to establish a c)1.eck ~ccount ~ver the local Postmasters, either by requiring check of postage 
from each Postmaster monthly statements of letters dispatched to, and received accounts •• 
from~ every other post-office ,in India, with the paid and unpaid postage due upon· 
the same, or by sending every chellaP. or letter bill, attested by t'Qe post~offices. 

,of dispatch and, receipt, to .a cen~ral office of account, where t'ach Postmaster 
should be d~bited with the postage, due at his office, from which he, could only dis~ 
charge himself by a remitta.nce, by;tqe' production, of unclaimed letters, or, by the 
entry bf forward letters in pther letter bills., 

236. In the :first place, it,may be observed, that the check, however imposed, 
must be incomplete, inasmuch as all that it can poss~bly 'prevent is tbe embezzle
ment, of postag;e once e\ltered in a'letter ~iIl or statement" while it is altogether 
inetl'ectual to prevent the description of fraud commonly'supposed to prevail, viz. 
the suppression of letters for the sake ~f the postage, Which, whenever it happens, 
PlUst happen before any entry is made,.. And if, as we have proposed, pre-payments 

• in money for letters be discontinued, and the amount of unpaid' postage reduced 
to a. miQjmum by the imposition of a double charge, .the objections which'have on 
former occasions been felt hy Government. to. the adoptron of such a plan on the 
ground of its disproportionate expense, would acquire additional force. Even with 
the, help ()f forward offices. by means of which the number of accounts between 
different post~offices might-be greatly: reduced, the, cost of 0lle central check estab
li,shment, or of four such establishments, one at each Presidency, would in all 
probabUity exceed the,highest estimate that has. ever been made Of the amount 

• lost to the post-office by peculation, and the mails would continue to be loaded 
with ,much useless ,matter; of whic.h it: 'is 'now 'Our object to lighten them. The 
best prevention of peculation is the use of postage stamps, and the adoption of a 

· low uniform. rate ofpor:.1;age. , 

, ,237. It is'nec~ssary to premise the rec9mmendations we have to offer for the Inland Lettet Mail 
futnre conduct· of business .in this, department of the Presidency Pos~offices, with Dellpatch Depatt
a few remarks touching,the light in w\licb ordinary letters passing through the ment. 
post shQuld beregar.dedt and, the pdnciple upon 'whi~h it is proper to treat them. 

238. In 'times past the Indian '~os~-office has attempted, and 'Professed,to be Checks heretofore 
able, to t~ace' each ~etter from the sender to the receiver; Il-nd for that purpose used w.ith the view 
an elaborate series 'of checks has been provided. commencing with the post-office of tracIng letters. 

receipt invariably given to the person wbd posts a letter, and ending with the 
receipt which (especial~y i~ the easEl of native letters) is frequently, hut not 
always, taken by t.he delivery peort from the person to whom it is delivered. 
,During the progress of each letter through the post it is subjected to several pro~) 
cesses, 'Vt.rying not only 'in the differint Presidencies, but in different post~offices, 
bf the same, Presidencr, flU tending to delay its progress, but all intended to afford! 
the means of tracing it,' as it is called, in the 'event of inquiry. 

239,r T)1.~ practice ,of registering every letter in detail ~bree times. <lnce in Detailed registry 
English at the offic~ of dispatch, again in English at the office of receipt, and o£letters. 
a third time in the books, of the delivery peon, use4 to be relied on as the only 
means by which the safety of letters passing through the post,office would be, 

· secured. But as t1!e number of letters increased~ and the public became more, 
urgent for their 'speedy delivery. the local governments ha.ve gradually authorized' 
the discontinuance of detailed registry in English, and the practice is now con
fined to the delitery peon's books. Still the habit of registration, and the attach
ment of the native officials to a minute system of receipt and check, are so 
inveterate, that although the' iuutility of these bulky records fof their professtld 
object has been repeatedly demonstrated, and, in spite of the permission of 
Government to dispense with them, they are still maintained at some offices at 
the expense of much labour and time, either upon. the plea that they afford the 
'clerks the means of absolving themselves from any imputation of maJdng !Lway 
with a missing letter, Of for'the supposed purpose of checking the receipts of 
post!lge on paid letters. 

240. Iil fact, no system of registration can ensure the safety of a letter, or lead Registration does 

to its discovery if stolen. The holder of a post-office receipt may be able to :::e:n~7: e~er 
87. K ~ prove:Y , 
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prove that his letter was posted, ahd"the clerk at the dispat~hing offic? may show, 
that it was entered in the register; but if it be not entered 10. the regIster ~t the 
office of receipt it must ever be impossible to discover, by means of the regIsters, 
whether it was iost or wilfully abstracted, whether the loss or th~ft of th~ .letter, 
took plaee at the office of dispatch or of receipt, and whethe:, If stolen, .It w~ 

.,stolen by an officer of the post-office, or by any. othe~ person. The check IIi thIS, 
respect would not be complete, even if a detal1~d hst of all the letters of ea.ch 
dispatch were "entered in the chell an, a step whic~ . neve: has .been. attempted, 
and which obviously could not be taken with't>ut glVlng r~se to 1Otolerable del~~ 
and inconvenience. AO"ain even thouO"h the letter should be found entered III 
the registers of both offices' and in the!:) p~on's books, since it is found impracti-, 
cable in many cases to obtain receipts from parties "to w~om letters are. delivered, 
and, as such receipts (being; nothing but initials or a ~Ipher ~n~ered !n the la~t 
column of a delivery book) can be readily forged or imitated, It IS ObVlO~S that If 
a letter be stolen by a.peon, his regist~r will not 'afford proof of the <:nme, ~nd 
that even if he admits the non-delivery of the letter, it must always, be Im~osslble 
to prove, by any evidence whiCh the book affords, whether he lost or s~ole It. As 
a means, therefore, of insuring the safety of ,a letter, or its rec.overy, 1~ lost, ~h, 
grant of a post-office receipt, even under the syste?t o~ detal!ed regIst!y whICu 
used to exist, and still more now that system (of whICh, 1Odee?, the receIpt was a 
part) has been interdicted, is useless. 

241. We are not aware that the practice of giving receipts to parties posting 
ordinary lettE:rs, and taking receipts from parties to ~hom such letters are deli
overed, exists in any'other part of the world where there is a post-office except 
India, It certainly does not .obtain in England, France, or the U niteq ~tates pf 
America, and could not, in fact, be carried out in those countries without causing 
either such delay in the posting and delivery of "letters, or such expense for addi~ • 
tional establishments. as would not be tolerated. Th~ principle there assumed~ 
and which must guide the proceedings of every post-office. through which a large 
number of letters pass, is, that oruinary letters are valueless, except to the parties 
sending and receiving them; that in the absence of a motive to ,destroy them, 
they will be safe, and that a credible complaint of the loss or non-delivery of a 
Jetter posted at one given place for dispatch to another, affords as certain a clue 
to awaken suspicion and inquiry, and lead to detection, as if it were supported by 
a post-office receipt. . ' 

·242. It has been objected, however, to a discontinuan<!e of the system of 
giving receipts for all letters; first, that the system affords security against the 
dishonesty of servants employed to post letters j and, secondly, that it affords 
evidence, which may be appealed to as between party and party, that a letter has 
been actually posted, and that its non-delivery is, at all events, not owing to the 
fault 01 the sender. . 

Use.!,fp~st-office .• 243. With regard to the first point, we would observe, that no pers~n has ~ 
~eceI~ts l.n prevent· rIght to expect that the post-office should relieve him from the trouble of being 
lng dIshonesty or t' . I th h t' f h' . 
neglect of priva.te par ICU ar as to e ones y 0 IS servants, or rather to employ dIshonest or care-
servants. less servants, and expect the Government to secure him from the effects of their 

negligence or dishonesty. We consider the prejudice, which seems generally to 
be entertained against, the. honesty of native servants of the ciass usually employed 
to ~arr! I~tters to the post, to be in a "gTeat m-easure unfounded, and that this 

Their use as evi
dence of a letter 
having been 
llosted. 

,preJudICe. IS un~uly encouraged and fostered by the very habit pf expecting receipts' 
and keeplOg a dawk-bo~~ for the purpose of recording them; but, be that as it 
may~ al~hough there .mlght pet;haps be no serious objection to the grant of a 
receIpt In each case, If ~he number of lette.rs passing through the' post-office was 
so small that the practice would not occasIOn either expense or delay t 
th t . .. h d h h . , ye, as e con rarY_Is t e case, an t e w OIA busmess of the department is dId 
~nd the cost of establishment increased by what to say the least l"S a eflaye , 

d 'd dl f .. '. ,super uous 
process, w? are eCl e y' 0 oplOlOn ~hat. no conside.ra,tions arising from the 
supposed. dIshonesty or carelessness of prIvate servants oUC7ht to prey t't' • 
diate discontinuance.. . b en I s Imme-

244 .. If" a receipt be ;equired for a letter as evid~nce of its having been os ted 
sllch eVldence to be used afterwards to discharO'e the send fi th P ~ 
'b'I't f d"t I b er rom e respoll'" 

81 1 1 Y 0 sen 109 1 • we rep y, ~hat. for this objectl as well as. fol' ensuring ,the 
, utmost 
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utmost possible. care in the transmission and delivery of important letters, a 
system of special registration, on payment of "a fee, such as has been introduce.d Special registra
in Bengal and Bombay, and is about to be adopted in the North-west Provinces, tion. 
will be found amply to suffice. It is perfectly reasonable that parties who require 
from the post-offic~ anything more than ordinary care and diligence in the deli-
very of their letters should pay for it •. 

245. We therefore recommend that the system of granting receipts for ot;dinary 
covers posted at apy post-office should be entirely discontinued, and that all such 
covers intended for transmission by post should be dropped into letter-boxes, and 
receivedjn no other way. , 

, 246. The business of the letter-mail dispatch, or outward d.,epartroent, in the Proposed routine of 
Presidency Post-offices ought then to bj3 confined to the following steps: business. . 

1. 'All stamped and unpaid covers to be dropped'into letter-boxes. 
2. Jtegistered letters to be received by a cle~k at the window, taxed, 

stamped, enclosed in a duplicate receipt, and made over to the dispatching 
clerk. • 

3; Covers to be takf'D out of the boxes, sorted into stamped, service and . 
unpaid, weighea, stamped with the appropriate office stamp, and taxed. 

4. Covers to be sorted into divisions, and made over to the dispatching 
clerk. 

5. Covers to be sorted according to their destinatidn, entered in the cheUan 
or Ietter-bnI, and dispatched, the entries in each letter-bill being copied into 
an abstract register corresponding with the chell an. ' 

247. At the receiving-houses, stamped and unpaid letters should, in like Receiving-houses 
manner, be dropped into a,letter-box, which may be either carried to the General and letter-boxes. 
Post-office, or the letters taken out and entrusted to a messenger, according to the 
discretion of the Postmastet; in each caSj3; the same process may be observed at 
all letter-boxes which may ~e established in any part of the Presidency towns. 

At receiving-houses (where there is a clerk appointed by Government), regis
tered letters may be received on payment of the fee, and treated in the same way 
as at the General Post-office. , 

Where letters are to be taken out of a letter-box, and sent by a peon to the 
General Post-office, the box should be opened in the presence of the peon, and 
the letters dropped into a locl<ed bag (provided with a slit), of which the key should 
be kept at the General Post-office; every letter;-box should ba\'e two locks, the key 
of one of which should be kept by the receiver or other person in charge of 
it, and the key of the other by the peon who is to carry the contents to the 
General Post-office. • 

The Postmaster might also authorise any of the p~Oml, whose services could be 
spared for the purpo~e. to collect letters on payment of I!- fee of one annlt, the 
letter and the fee being dropped together into a locked bag. 

, The nUD;lqer of receiving-houses should pe proportioned to the wants of the 
public, and th~re should be letter-boxes at every police thana or station, at places 
of public resort, and at other convenient places at which respectable persons may 
be found willing to take char~~ of them. • , 

248. The form of chellan to be used with the letter-mail should be simple -and FOCIli 8f ehelWL. 
unifqrm through'out India. It is enough if it show the number of stamped, unpaid 
and service-letters and newspapers, and the postage charged upon the two 1atte1\ 
kinds. In the present forms of <!hellan it is usual to enter forward and returned 
letters separately; but this does not appear necessary, because forward covers are. 
charged afresh, and may be entered as unpaid, and we shall presently propose that 
letters hereafter refused for postage be not returned to the sender, but destroyed. 
The addresses of registered le~ters should be entered at the foot of the chellan. 
At the back ot the chellan should be shown the numbe)' of packets or bags 
accompanying the· mail, the places from w4ich they come, and those for which 
they are intended. 

87: « K 4 , 249_ The 
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Special re8'istra- 249. The system of 'specially ;egistering letters, recently in~r~duced" into the 
ticn. Rost-offices of Bengal and Bombay, which is, in fact, the EnglIsh system adapted 

to local circumstances, ought to be generally introduced ,thtoughout the whole of 
India. The mai~ features of the plan are as follows: on payme~t of a fee of 
B annas in addition to the postage chargeable on any letter, •. a pr~nte.d form of 
receipt (of wllich a counterpart or check is kept in the ~ost-office) IS gIVen t? ,the 
sender; the particulars of the letter are entered in a regIster, and the l~tter It~elf 
is wrapped in a printed form of duplica,te receipt. and made over to the,dlspatchmg 
clerk; the address of the letter is "then entered at length .I\t the foo~ o! the 
chellan, and the letter itself (enclosed in its wrapper) is put into the maIl-packet 
with the other covers, and dispatched; on the arrival of the p~cket ~t ~he ~~ce 
of receipt. the lette! is • deli vered to the party addressed, and he IS reqUIred. to SIgn 

the ,receipt in duplicate, one-haIf of which is returned to the office of dispatch, 
and the other half kept in the. office of receipt. By this means, the. utmo~t 
possible care is taken in transmitting and delivering important letters. ~n COnsl· 

deration of an additional payment, without, however, imposing upon t~e Gove~. 
ment any responsibility in the event of their loss. We recommend the extenslO~ 
.of this plan to the wJlOle of India, with a reduction o( the fee to 4 annas; thIS 
being, we conceive, an ample remunerationt to the post-office for the labour,and 
expense involved in the receipt and registration of letters. .. 

}nland Letter Mail 250. The business of this department should be confined to the following 
lteceipt ])epart- steps ; 
ment; proposed' h' b 
rcutine of business. 1st. One or more clerks to open the pacltets, compare t e contents WIt 

the chellan,' separate the registered and ro:rward covers, sort the rest i~tQ 
'unpaid, ~tamped and service, and then attest and file the chellan., 

2d. The covers to be stamped with the General PQst-office stamp, bearing 
the'date and-the letters A.M. or P.M., according as they are for the morning 
or a~ternoon delivery. • . 

3d. The covers intended for delivery at the window too be separated from 
the rest, and the others to' be distributed to the'delivery persons according to 
their beats. ," , 

4th. A note to be taken .of the number of unpaid letters made over to the 
window clerk and to each peon, and of the postage due upon them; this 
process being completed, the register~d covers should be distributed to the 
peons, together with the blank form of receipt to be signed by the party 
addressed, or his known agent or servant. 

251.' The forward letters ~hould be disposed of dUling the day, th~t is, in the 
interval between tM delivery of the inward mails and the preparation of the out
war.dmails for dispatch j the amount of postage due on the unpaid le~ters received 
dU~I!g the day.should also be ascertained a.s soon. after the delivery as possible. by 
addmg up the amount shown in the chellans; the total, after making allowance 
for forward letters, ought to agre.e with the aggregate amount of postage due upon 
the ... unpaid letters delivered to the peons and to the window clerk f but the 
delIvery ~f.le~ters at ~he Presi~ency town~ o~ght not to be delayed for the purpose 
of reconcIlmg petty dlscrepa~cI~~. If ordInary care ~e taken in ,noting th~ postage 
on the letters, as they are dIstrlbuteli (a process which, under an, uniform system 
of postage, will be muclf simplified). no discrepancies will occur. .. . 

Peons
f 
delivery. • ~~2. The first step ~owards the P'l'?per organization of a ~ttel" delivery is the 

dlVlSlOn of eac~ Presldency town lDto conveniently-arranged and well-defined 
beats; the delivery peons sho~ld ,all be able to .read and write the vernacular 
language, and to deCIpher EnglIsh addresses. Their wages ought not in any case 

.to be less than Rs. 10 a month, and they should have some prospect of imp.roved 
pay, dependent on go?d conduct and on. long and faithful service. In number 
they should be. suffiCIent to provide for two complete deliveries in each day; 
accelerator carrIages should be used in every practicable ;nstance for conveying 

, the 

m:tf~:' ~:!~ ~u8~~e~: ~~~stered letters despat~hed from tha Calcutta General Post-office in the 
°the Bombay General Post_office'w:~:3:n;!teoruetCesltVaedti" In t-Janffiuary 1851 the number registered at 

1'" Th . . . ' - on pos 0 ces Hi. , t .I.lole.- e regIStration-fee lD the United Kingdom is sixpence. ,; . , 
- - , . 
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the peons of distant beats to their destinations., and this not -only with a view to 
expedite delivery, but for the purpose of performing the work with a smallElr 
number of peons;. the description of carriage must depend on local circum-
stances. . 

253. A window delivery, !'Iuch as exists generally at Bombll.y, and for steamer and Window deliv~ry. 
overland letters at Madras, ough,t to be established at each Presidency Post-office. 
whereby all persons signifying their desire to the postmaster may, by sending to 
the post-office, obtain their letters from a clerk at tbe window, instead of being 
compelled, as at present, to receive them from onH or other of the delivery peons; 
by this arrangement. of which' at ordinary times the merchants in the vicinity of 
the General Post-office, and on the arrival of the steamer and overland mails 
nearly the whole European community, will probably be disposed to avail them-
selves, the ~elivery peons will be reliev~d- of 110 considerable amount of the labour 
now imposed on them, and a larger proportion of t~em: may be employed in distri-
buting letters in the native portions of the Pr~sidency.towns. 

. 254. The peons shall be obliged to account daily for the postage on all unpaid Peons' accounts. 
letters made over to them, eit~et by paying the collected postage into the treasury, 
or produCing the undelivered letters upon which postage is still due; where the 
system of agency cheques has been introduced, that is, where parties are allowed 
to deposit a sum of money at the post-office, and to run up a bill for postage due 
on covers either received or posted until the credit is exhausted, such a practice' 
s,hould be immediately disconti~ueq and strictly prohibited for the future; it is 
extremely objectionable that the post-office should keep accounts for the con-
vepience of l>rivate parties; and the window deli v~ry will be found to afford every 
facility for the delivery of letter~ which can' reasonably be ,expected. 

255: With regard to letters and newspapers refused for payment of postage, we Rllfused letter •• 
recommend that they be no longer returned to the sender for the recovery of the 
postage, but destroyed. By far the greater proportion of refused letters are 
native letters; and on tllese,. owing ·partly to the cUstom common among natives. 
of writing letters without signatures, partly to the paucity of Hindoo and 
Mahomooan names, and ,to the gr~at number of persons who bear them, and 
generillly to the difficulty of finding a native whose place of residence is not 
expressly indicated. it is found practically impossible to recover the postage; the 
consequence of this has been that in some offices the practice of returning native 
refused letters to the senders has fallen entirely into di~use. and in others the very 
,objectionable and irregular practice of requiring every sender of a native letter to 
write his name and address on the back of it, has been resorted to. Under an 
uniform low,rate of postage, charged double on unpaid letters, it may be expected 
that the number of such letters will greatly diminish, and it seems certain that the 
trouble and expense of sending back those which may be re(used will 1;>e far 
greater than the chance of recei ving a: low rate of postage on a very small pro. 
portion of them would"warrant; besides; it is not fair t9 subject Europeans to the 
operation of a J1Ile from which natives are practicany exempt. We have shown. 
that the cost of conveying a newspap.er from one place to another is much in excess 
of the postage realised upon it; it cannot therefore be worth white to return by 
post those which are refused for payment. . 

256. A list of unclaimed letters should be made out daily, and exposed for at Unclaimed letters. 
least a fortnight in a mo~t conspicuous part of the post-office, where it may readily 
be seen by parties coming to post or receive letterS'. The periodical publication in 
the official gazettes of unclaimed letters addressed in any European language 
Ilhould be continued, because it is found in practice to answer its object; but the 
similar publication of unclaimed letters addressed in the native languages is found 
to be useless, and we therefore recommend that it be no longer insisted on. 
In other respects the present practice of treating unclaimed letters is unob-
jectionable. ' • 

. 257. So,far as respe<;ts the receipt and delivery of letters and other covers in Ship and Steam 
this department, the observations we have submitted in regard to the practice of Df'partment. 
the inland departments of dispatch 'and receipt, are precisely applicable. The 
arrangements we propose for the future charge of postage on steamer covers have 
already been detailed at length in previous paragraphs of this Report. 

258. The mode in which the steam ·accounts with Her Ma.jesty's Postmaster- Steam account •• 
87. ' L general 
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gan~raI are l)eEt, will be found in detai~ in our s~parate memorandums;' but on 
this point we desire to make the followlDg suggestIOns. ',' 

259. The steam accounts are of two kinds: first, ,those which ar!3 Kept between, 
the Postmasters-general of the Presidency towns of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay 
on the one hand, and Her Majesty's Postmaster-general.on the Qther ~ and, second" 
those which are,.kept between the Postmas~ers-general of the Presidency, town~ 
and the inland I post-offices to which steamer le~ters' are forwarded from those 
towns respectively, and from which they, are receIved. 

Between Indiaand 260. Of the first description of account we are, perhaps, hardly authorized to 
England. treat, as the form of them 'is prescribed by Her M~jesty's ~ostmaster-general ; . an.d 

so long as all steam postage on letters recei ved In o~ dlspa.tched fr~m IndIa IS 
cousidered to belong ~o the Post-office of the Umted Kmgdom, It ~ust be 
accounted for in such manner as Her Majesty's Postmaster-general may dIrect. 

. 261. ,But we think that the necessity Jor having any steam account. at. all 
between the Indian and English post-offices might be compl~tely and unobJectIOn
ably got rid of by simply taking aU postage realised in IndIa on ~ccount of the 
East India Company, and compounding for the same to the London General Post
office- on an average calculation of the amount 'accounted ,lor in the preceding 
year, either by an addition to the East India Company's portion of the contract 
payment to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, or in any 
other way that might be determined on. This would be to put an end, by a very 
simple arrangement, to the present anomaly of collecting postage in India on 
account of the London General Post-office, 'and maintaining an expensive esta
blishment fQr the p:urpose, at the charge of the East India Company. It would 
also obviate the necessity of keeping these voluminous accounts, and save a great 
deal of needless trouble and expense both in England and India. If pre-payment 
of steam postage' were made compulsory in all cases (except where conventions 
between. the ,London General Ppst-office ,and foreign continental powers might 
render it impractjcable), ,the arrangement above proposed between the ~ast India 
Company and Her Majesty's Government would be rertdered still easier of accom
plishment; but we ar~ not aware that there is any serious Qbstacle to it even 
under the present mode of charging steam postage. . 

262" It has also beeu sugg~sted, that the steam accounts between India and 
England might be "got rid of by supplying English shilling postage stamps to India 
for sale to the public, compelling the public to use t~em in pre-payment of steam 
postage, and putting a stop to the optional system of steam postage in England. 
This plan would certainly answer the purpose; but it wOJIld render stamp accounts 
neCEssary in the place of steam accounts, and would still leave untouched the 

,objection that steam postage sllOuld be collected by the Government of India on 
aecou~t of the London Ge~eral Po~t-office, at considerable expense and trouble, 
and Without any remuneratIOn. We prefer the plan of compqullding for the postage 
by a fixed payment, and trust that it may be adopted. 

I 

Between the Presi~ 263. With regard to the second dest>ription of accounts there can be no doubt 
dency and MofussIl th t 'f" th t t f k ' b • ." ' office!!.' . a I ,e presen sTS em 0 eepmg t em IS mamtamed, thp-y ought to be 

prapa.red In Bengal WIth tl.t~ same punctuality and, correctness that they are at 
Madras and Bombay, and JU the North-west ProvInces, The difficulties in the 
way of their preparation appear ~o be hardly so great as the accountant and post
master-general of Bengal suppose" nor can any increase of establishment be 
,neces~ary to perform that which is done by two of the clerks on the limited 
e,stabhshment of the Postmaster-general of the North-west Provinces and bv the 
same number of clerks at ~ombay, in addition to other duties. ' • 

264. But we ar~ of opinion that the whole system is useless, either as a check 
upon postage receIpts, or for any other purpose, and that it gives rise to an 
enorm~us amoa,nt of unprofitable public correspondence. loading the mails, and 
o~cuPYIng the time of clerks, who might 'otherwise be employed more usefully, or 
discharged. The London General Post-office holds the Ind'ian P ttl 'bi f, h os mas ers-genera 
responSI e, or t e steam 'posta~e on all paid letters dispatched from India, and 
on all.unpaid letters receIved III India, allowance being made only for letters 
returned, or forwarded by sea to another port and for the post 1 tt . 
to and from places to the eastward of india 'Now'tb'e Ind' aGge~n e erst~ashsIn}gd 

'bl d' -. ~ Ian overnmen IS e 
re!1pOnSI e, aecor 109 to the amount shown in the letter bOll 'r h t 
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,aU unpaid letters, except those that are returned or forwarded, whether such 
postage is collected or not; for although it has hitherto been the practice only to 
remit actual collections of steam postage as shown ill the cash accounts, and a 
balance of 2,592/. 19 s. 0, d. (rather more than three months' postage) has been 
allowed t? accumulate against the Indian Post-office in Bengal alone, up to the 
5th July 1850, yet there is nO,doubt that the whole will have to be made good 
eventually, whether its actual realisation can be accounted for or not. We there
fore see 110 reason why the steam postage realised on paid letters dispatched and 
shown by the letter biUsto be due on unpaid letters received, should not be remitted 
quarterly to Her Majesty's Government, without reference to actual realisations, 
deducting only the. postage on letters returned to London, or forwarded by sea to 
anY,port not in Indi;!. The postage on steamer letters would then be collected 
exactly in the same way as postage on ship letters, and might appear under a 
separate head in the accounts, though the supposed check over its realisation were 
,entirely removed. 

265. It may be urged, that as the East India Company have to be answerable 
for the steam postage ~m unpaid letters received in India, it is necessary that its 
actual realisation should be accurately ascertained; ,but it is'a sufficient answer 
to this to say, first, that no such check. upon the far larger amount of postage due 
on inland letters, is attempted or thought practicable; and, secondly, that the 
'check over the collection of the pomparatively small amount of steam postage 
mUbt necessarily be inoperative, as any deficiency'can always be made good from 
the larger amount of inland postage which is not susceptible of any check. A 
postmaster, pressed by the, Postmaster-gene.ral or Accountant to account for the 
steam postage of a letter which he' cannot trace, is reduced to the alternative of 
either paying the amount himself, or transferring it from the unchecked ,receipts of 
inland postage in which he would have, little difficulty in persuading himself that 
it must have been mixed up. 

266. We therefore recommend that these steam accounts, as between the post
masters of the Presidency towns and the inland post-offices, be discon~inued, and, 
unless the composition suggested above in the 102d paragraph be allowed to take 
effect" that the amount of postage due to Her M;ajesty's Government, as shown 
by the corrected letter bills, be remitted quarterly, less the postage on returned 
and forward letters and the rJlgulated allowance on letters and newspapers passing 
to and from ports to the eastward. 

267. One principal source of delay, both in the delivery of steamer letters at Re-direction of 
the Presidency towns and in the dispatch of the forward letters, is the general steamer letters. 
ignorance that prevails in the U aited Kingdom as to the proper mode of directing 
letters to places in India, and the neglect of persons in India to make their cor-
respon4entl! in Europe acquainted with their change of residence. <1 very large 
proportion of letters, intended for persons residing in the interior, bear UpOIl them 
nothing but the name of the Presidency or the Presidency town, and many are 
directed to stations in the interior which the party addressed has long since left. 
The post-office undertakes te re-direct all such letters, with or without instruc-
tions, to the proper station; and, as might be expected. the public take advantage 
of the accommodation to impose on the post-office much of the trouble whicb 
~hey ought. to take themselves. 

268. On the arrival of a steamer mail. the first step, after the boxes are operre~. 
is to separate 'the covers intended for delivery in the Presidency town, from the 
rest. This process occupies much more time than it would if the cov~rs were 
properly directed; and, in spite of the utmost possible care, it frequently happens 
that some covers which ought to have been ~ade .. forward," are given for delivery 
in the Presidency town, while others intended for the Presidepcy town are made 
"forward." In either case, the delivery of' such letters at their eventual deSti
nation lJlay be. and frequent~y is, delayed 24 hours • . , 
, 269. Then comes the rp,-direction of forward letters. Each letter- is taken 
separatel)', compared not only with the book of instructions kept at the General 
Post-office, but with the latest edition of one of the directories published at the 
Presidency, and re-directed at the discretion of the clerk through whose hands it 
passes. At Calcutta this process occupies twelve clerks for about eight hours. 

270. The only practical suggestion we can offer for the removal. or rather the 
, 87. :r. 2 mitigatioq 
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mitigation of this incon~enience, is, that a correct list of Indian post towns, with 
the name of the Presidency town by which letters a.ddressed to each :post, to~n are 
to. be -sent should be prepared and transmitted to England for publICatIOn In the 
General Post-office Directory, and that Her ~ajesty's. PO,stmaster-ge~eral should 
be requested to call the attention of the pub.hc to thIS 'hst, and req~Ire tllem to. 
direct their Indian letters accordingly. If thIS were done, the covers Intended for 
delivery in the Presidency towns might even be .separate~ from the forward ~etters 
in the Post-office of the United Kingdom, prevIous to dIspatch. ' 

271. All instructions for the disposal of letters, bowever intricate ~hey may b~, 
are received and acted on at the post.office. Thus, a person may dIrect that hIs 
letters are to be sent up to a certain date to one place, to another date ~o.a second, 
and so 9n to a third, fourt~ &c., ad infinitum, while ~t the: same time he may 
desire that all 'letters addressed to the members of hIS famIly are to be sent to 
some 'other place or places. This, we think, is an abuse of a privilege the existence, 
of which is only justified by the peculiar circumstanc~s. <;>f the count~y, and we are 
disposed to recommend that th~ post-office be prohIbited fr~~ actmg upon any 
instructions for fOI'warding covers addressed to anyone indlVldual to more than 
one place, and that a fresh instruction be required for every change of a~dress. 
A rule of this kind, added to the charge of an additional postage on re.dueeted 
letters, would probably have the effect· of diminishing the evil . 

• I j ) 

~72. It has bee~ sug%ested on ~ore than one o('casion that the estab1ishmen~ 
of a s~)J;ting-office on board the mall· steamers would be a. ready and proper mode 
of preparing the .mails for delivery and dispatch immediately on their arrival. 
The expense of such, a. plan would, however, be more than commensurate with the. 
objects.. to; be gained, and it would not b~ practicable"we think, to carry it ou~ 
consist~ntly wi,th the security of t~e, correspondence. 

273. On this subject we have nothing to add to the suggestions coniain.ed in
our separate memorandums, further than that the detailed register of parcels 
received may be discontinued, since the duplicate chellans, in which a similar 
detail is entere-d. are filed ~n the office. ' 

274. Having n~w dispo!\ed of all matters that seem to us to require notice, as 
connected specially with the conduct of business at the Presidency Post-offices, 
we' proceed to indicate the changes which it appears advisable to adollt in the 
general management of the department throughout, India~ 

275. With a view to a, mor~ equal distribution of business. among _the several 
Postmasters-general, and,for the o'ther reasons given in the memorandums prepared 
by'the Bengal and Bombay Commissioners, we recommend that the following 
post-offices, and the lines of road connected with them, be transferred to Bombay: 

.From: Bengal, the N agpore and Kamptee Post-offices. 
From the North-west ProviiIces, the Indore, Neemuch, Erinpoora and Kotah 

Post-offices, with their subordinate offices. 
From Madras, the J aulnah Post-office. _' 

We also recommend that the post. offices in Scinde be placed under the Bam bay' 
Postmaster-general. At present they are under -the control of the local Com-
missiuner. ' 

276. The question as to the machinery by which the post-offices in the interior 
can'b.est be m~n.aged is one :upon ~hich we have not been able to come to an 
unammous ?plDlon. Our VIews Will be found recorded in the separate memoran
dU?Is to whIch we be~ to refer: ' The Bengal and B9mbay Commissioners are in 
favo:ur o! It plan for dlsconnectmg the post-office from all other departments"and 
placmg It under th~ management of officers engaged in no other duties' th 
presen t post-office cler~s being made (except in sp~cial cases) postmasters, or r~tlle~ 
,de~uty postmasters, lD name, as they are now m reality, and subjected to the 

• The number or post-offices in each Presidency is as follows: 
Bengal - • • . _ • • 
North-west Provinces. -_ 

. Madras ... 
Bombay 

144 
-. J96 

132 
61 

TOTA~ - • 633 -

constant 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &c. IN INDIA. 85 
, ' 

COllstant supervision of an inspecting postmaster. whose duty it should be to move 
from place to place within a given circle as frequently as possible. The Madras Madras. 
Commissionp.r, on the other hand. proposes to place the post-offices in each district 
under the special charge of a junior civil officer in the Revenue Department. It is 
needless here to recapitulate, the grounds upon which either plan is recommended., 
We may remark, however, that the point'is one of primary importance, and that 
on its right determination must depend in a. great degree the successful adminis-
tration of the department. • / 

277~ The Bengal and Bombay Commissioners agree in thinking tha.t if the pIau 
which they advocate be carried out, the inspecting postmasters should receive 
fixed salarifls of not less,than Rs. 100 or more than Rs.200 a month, with an 
allowance of Rs. 5 a day when actually travelling, and a ru~ther allowa.nce not 
exceeding Rs. 50 a month, to be dependent on and regulated according to the 
average rate of travelling accomplished durin.~ each month in their respe('tive 
circles. They should be appointed and promoted by the Postmaster-general; 
subject to the sanction of higher authority. Under the same plan, the 'deputy 
postmasters in charge of post-offices, and all their Sll bordinate clerks, should be 
classed; with salaries graduated according to the importance of their duties, and 
should be appointed and promoted by the Postmaster-general, who might be guided 
in each instance, at his discretion, by the recommendation of the inspecting post
masters. A graduated scale of salaries, combined with a general· system of 
promotion, whereby the native functionaries of the post-office might look for 
the re~ard ~f faithful service. il\ advancement to higher situations, beyond the 
offices 10 whICh they are actually employed, seems tho best way of', securing the 
employment of respectable men in the department, and of encouraging good con
duct among those already employed in i~. Whatever insecurity there may no'w' 
be in the Post-office is to be attributed chiefly to the circumstance t~at the ,native 
officers connected with it are inadequately paid, and without hope of improving 
their position l?y an honest discharge of duty. 

278. Out of 7,0161 miles oyer which the dik travels in· the lower Provinces of Rate ,,(travelling 
Bengal, it is carried by Government establishments on 6,247 ~ miles, and by con- and mode of con· 
tract on 769 miles. The Government establishment includes both foot-runners ~eyan~e. 
and boats; the former are exclusively employe'd on 4,992t miles of roa,d. and the enga. 
latter convey the mails fqr 976 miles, there being 279 miles on which runners are. 
employed in the dry season, and boats in the rains. The average rate of speed 
attained by the runners is 4 miles 6 furlongs and 30 poles an hour in the dry 
weather, iJ-ud 3 mi!es 7 furlongs and 27 poles an hour ill, the rains; but these rate~ 
vary from; 6 miles 3 furlongs and 20 poles on the Bombay road between Midnapore.· 
and Kamerara, to 1 mile and 1 furlong between Bogra and Jamalpore. The boats 
proceed at the same average rate of speed in all seasons~ and do not generally 
attain a Jligher rate than 1 mile .and 4 furlongs an hour~ except when proceeding 
down stream. The average annual cost per mile,. where, runners are employed. 
is Rs. 21. ]3. 2., except on, the road between Calcutta' and ~edgeree. where a 
special e&tablishment is, kept up for the receipt of ship and harbour letters, and 
for the conveyance of the after packets for the monthly steamers. The average 
annual expense of conveyance by boats is Rs. J O. 4. 8. a; mile. For a distance 
of 419 miles along the Grand Trunk Road the mail is carried in a cart, which 
travels in the dry weather at the rate,of 7 miles 7 furlongs and 14 poles an hour, 
and 5 'miles 5 furlongs and 28 poles in the rains, and at an average annual cost 
per mile of Rs. '145. 5. 6. Horses are used for the service of the mail only on 
the Bombay road between Sumbulpore and Nagpore. In the dry weather they. 
maintain an average' speed of 6 miles 6 furlongs .and 33 poles an IlOur, and of 
4 miles 5 furlongs and 6 poles in the rains, the average cost per miIebeing 
Rs. 120. 5. 5. per annum. ' . 

279. In the North-western Provinces the mail is carried entirely by foot- Notth-western 
mnners and in carts. Mr. Riddell says: " The mail is not carried on horseback Provinces. ' 
on any road under Dlf superintendence. Runners have on the main lines been 
superseded by mail carts; and I am of opinion that, except in a rocky or hilly 
country, carts will genet ally be found to succeed better than saddle-horses.
.Vheremail carts cannot be us~d, I believe runners, if placed at short distauces 
not exceedinO' {our miles. will carry the mails more regularly than saddle-horses, 
and with nea~ly equal speed." There are 11,411 miles of post-road in thes~ pro-

87. . , L 3 vmces. 
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vinces On'10 34:31. miles the mail is carried by foot-runners' ~lt a
2
n fiavelrage 

• '2 , I' th d y se son and 4 ml es ur ongs speed of 4 mUes 2 furlongs and 3 po es In e r, a, 'I t' k t 
and 15 poles iIi the rains. A Government estabhshment of m~1 -car SIS ep up 
for 8381:1(: miles which on the metalled roads, average 10 mIles 6 furlongs and 

2 ",' 'I h 'n the dry and wet season 9 poles, and 9 miles 5,furlungs and 2 po es an our, 1, ' 
t' I 0 1 132 'I s of unmetalled road the malls are carried on carts respec Ive y. n, ml e I' th d season and 

by contract at an RveraO'e rate of 6 miles 4 fur ongs In e ry. ' 
4 miles 6 f~rIonD's 17 pol~s 'in'the rains; and on 97 miles of metalled road the 
mails are carriedOby contract in four-wheeled carriages. The average annual co.st 
per mile of the Governm'ilnt establishment is, Rs. 171. 1.; of the contract mall~ 
carts, Es. 181. 13. 1.; and of the contract carriages (which also ca~ry passengers), 
R~·. 47.9.4. 

280, In Madras, the dawk lines extend over 8,440 miles, and n9 other means· 
exist for conveying th~ mail than foot-runner~ in th? pay ?f Government. The 
average speed maintained over the wholQ Presldenc>: IS 4 ~Iles 2 furl?ugs 34 poles 
an hour; in some parts of the country the average IS ,as. high as 5 miles. I furlong 
9 poles, and in others (as in the Hydrabad country) It IS as low as 3 miles 4 fur
longs J 5 poles an hour. The rates of speed in the tlry nnd wet seasons cannot, 
l?e separately shown, as for other parts of Indijl, because the Presidency embraces 
both coasts of the Peninsula, and receives, consequently, both monsoons, the dry 
season on the east coast being the wet season on the west, and vice ver~·d. The 
average cost per mile of conveying the mail is Rs. 26. 12. 5. 

281. In the Bombay Presidency the;e are altogether 4,744 miles of dc1k'li.ne, 
of which 3,926 are undE;!r the control of the Postmaster-general, and 818 mIles 
in Scinde are in .charge of the Commissioner for that Province, The mail is 
carried by carts, or on horseback, over 982 miles on the roads to Calcntta and' 
Agra. In the lines under the Postmaster-general's control, the. cart and horse 
dclks maintain an average speed of 6 miles 5 furlongs 9 poles an hour in the dry 
weather, and of 6 miles 2 fllrlong~ 36 poles in the rains, while in Scind~ the 
travelllng rate i~ only 5, miles an hour in fair weather, and 4 miles 5 furlongs 13 
poles in the monsoon. The annual average cost per mile of the lines of horse 
dcik unqer the General Post-office, and 011 which relays of horses are required to 
be kept up at each stage for the conveyance of the overland mails, is Rs. 132, 
and in Scinde, Rs.22. 8. Of the whole distance travelled by foot-runners, 2,115 
miles are worked by the Government establishments, and over 1,567 miles the 
contract system is in t'orc~. The rate of travelling is much in favour of the latter 
system, 'under which it a~tains an average speed of 5 miles 6 furlongs 30 poles 
an hour, while the average of ~he Government runners is only 4 miles 1 furlong 
27 poles. . 

282. We need not here enter more particularly into the state of the commu
nications throughout India, or of the measures necessary for their improvement' 
and extension. On this subject we beg to refer to our Reparate memorandums in 
th~ Appendix. 'We may, however, observe generally, that the Government, 
enjoying a monopoly of post-office communication, is bound to adopt more rapid 
means of transit toan foot-runners wherever .the state of the roads renders it 
practicable, and ~he extent ot' correspondence is enough to justify the outlay. 

283. l!'Qr the guidance of. the postmasters in the North-west Provinces besides 
the acts of Government and the ruleiol for the' management of the P~st-office \, 
Department, passed on the 30th August 1837, there is a Manual of Instructions 
p.repa~ed ~y the !ate Post?laster-general, Dr. Ranken, in 1845, and the circulars 
Slllce Issued by hlm and hls successors. In Bengal, Madras and Bombay there is 
no suc~ manual; the postmasters have nothing to guide them' but the Acts. the 
regulatIOns of the department, and a voluminous mass of circulars jssued £; 
the General Post-office since 1837. rom. 

284. At most of the subordinate post-offices business is conducted without any 
written. 

.. Metalled _ 
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,written instructions, except a few orders in the native languages issued from time 
to time by the postmasters, 'but not regularly filed, and hence very imperfect. 
The clerks in these offices have nothing but practice to guide them, and it need 
hardly be added that their practice is frequently erroneous. 

285. With a view to supply these defects, and to ensure as far as possible uni
formity of practice in the, department at all' the Presidencies, we recommend that 
a manual of instructions to Postmasters throughout the whole of India be prepared 
under the immediate authority of the Government of India, and a revised edition 
issued at intflrva]s of five years, embodying aU regulations and orders inter
mediately passed, omitting those which have been annulled or have Lecome obso
Jete. This manual should be translated into the principal vernacular languages, 
and a copy furriished to every Postmaster and Deputy Postmaster throughout 
the country. 

286. The recommendations we have already submittl'd fl)r simplifying th~ 
routine of business at tbe General Post-offices, are applicable, mutqtis mutandis, to 
the post-offices in the interior. All ordinary cove'rs should be dropped into locked 
letter-boxes, an'd no receipts given for them. The boxes should not be opened 
~lltiI the time of making up the packets for despatch. The covers should then 
be sorted, stampecl, charged, entered in the chellan and abstract register, and 
packed. The chell an should be single,' and not in duplicate. 'TIle form of the 
chellan should be the same as tbat for the General Post-offices, and should con-
tai'n a detail of paid, unpaid and service letters and newspapers, but without dis-
tinction of" forward" and "returned." Registered letters should be received by 
a post-office clerk, and treated precisely in the manner already explained. Re
ceiving-houses and letter boxes should be opened at the discretiQn of the Post
master-general at all PORt towns, wherever they would be likely to conduce to the 
convenience of the public; and all police thannas in large towns might very pro-
perly be made use of for this purpose, the letters received every clay being taken 
out at a certain hour by the officer on duty at the tllanna" and ,sent either in a 
locked bag or in a .s~aled packet to the post-office. 

287. On the arrival of mails, the packets should be, opened by the Deputy Post
master (who should be.required in all cases to reside at the post-office), the con
tents compared with ~he chelIan, the registered and forward covers separated, and 
the others sorted first into paid (i: e. stamped), unpaid and service, and, again, 
ac('ording to the beats of delivery (where peons are employed), arid delivery at the 
window. A note should then be taken of the number and postage of unpaid 
letterii' made over to each peon, and reserved for delivery at the post-office. 'fhe 
registered letters 'should then be distributed in like manner, and the delivery 
commence without further delay. The delivery peons should not be allowed 
under any circumstances to keep a list of the letters made over to them, and the 
rule which prohibits delivery of letters either by them o,r at the post-office, except 
on payment of the postage, should be strictly and severely enforced. The pra,ctice 
of keeping accounts of postage between the post-office or any of its officers and 
private individuals ought not, in any shape' or under any pretence, to be per-
mitted. 

Practice of des
patch and receipt 
of letters at Mo
fussil offices. 
Despatch. 

Receipt. 

288. The forward letters, including those intended for transmission through the Forward letters. 
district dak, should be disposed of immediately after the rest have been distributed 
for delivery. 

289. No abstract register of ordinal'y covers received at any post-office is neces- Cbe]]8DB. 
sar1. The chellans of each day. if correct, should be carefully filed in the office of 
receipt, instead of being returned to tlle office of dispatch. Those only which are 
found to be incorrect should be returned, a copy being kept on the file. This 
re,mark applies also to chellans received at the General Post-office. 

290. It has heretofore been the practice, in some of the Presidencies, to pre
pal'e duplicate chellans in the office of dispatch, one of which is kept in the office 
C!f receipt, and the other returned by way of acknowledgment. Where. the dupli
cate chell an pas been discontinued, it has been the invariable practice to return 
the single chellau to the office of dispatch as _ a check against fraud in the office pf 
receipt. We are of opinion that this practice is not only useless for its professed 
object, but is open to serious objectrvu, first, as increasing the weight of the maHs 
and the number of packets" and, secondly, as aftording an opportunity of sending 
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free by the post, under the cloa.k of returned cheIlans, articles which ougbt to, be 
.charged with postage. 

291. Chellans sent from each post-office to ev~ry other post-office ougM to be 
consecutively numbered, and if, on the arrival of a packet, the contents do not 
,exactly correspond with the entry in the chelIan, or If t~e number of the chellan 
.does 'not immediately follow that of the last chell an receIved from the s~me pI~c~, 
'intimation of the same ought to be given by retu!ll of post to the dIspatchmg 
'office. The non-return of a chellan from any given pos~-offi~e, ?r t?6 absence 
-of any commul1ication as above, should be taken as a. suffiClent mdwatlOn, of the 
.safe arrival of all packets dispatcped to that office .. In the even~ of ~ny future 
investigation, the abstract register· of the dispatchmg ?ffice, bemg, m fact, It 

copy of the chellans, would afford as good' evidence of the contents of a packet 
and of any' fraud in the receiving-~ffice as if the cheUans themselves had be~n 
returned. . -

292. The extent to which the mails are burdened by the needless return of 
mail chellans, and the little apprehension that need be felt ~t the consequences of 
discontinuing the practice, may be gathered from the.followmg extract of a letter 
from Dr. G. Paton, the Postmaster of Allygurh: 

-" It appears to Ill~ there is little or no advantage in retu~ning the chellaps to 
the dispatching office, provided they be kept carefully in the'Preceiving-office, as, 
for the purpose of check in the realisation of the proper amount of postage, the 
:chellans would be forthcoming, as at present, whenever called for by the Post
master-general. The receipt of the mail could also be easily traced from the office 
.of dispatch to the office of receipt by means of the transit chellans. By not re
turning the mail chellans to the offices of dispatch, I would estimate that in these 
Provinces ther€j would be a diminution of abolft one-thirq* of the number of mail 
packets daily ~n transit to and from the various post-ollices, as that is about the 
average proportioD of packets simply ~ontaining return chellans. By the existing 
rules they are returned within three days after receipt by every office; hence the 
high average of packets simply containing return chellans; .and as a fresh chellan 
has to be sent with,it to the office of dispatch, there is thus a multiplication 'of 
useless and unnecessary labour, not· only in making up packets in every office, but 
also in registering an,d assorting them from office to office ~n the course of their 
transit to ~heir destination. As there would be a diminution of about one-third 
of ,the number of ' mail packets, there would probably be a saving of one-:-third of 
the time now required for receiving, registering and assorting the mails in their 
transit through the post.office. The combination of advantages attending the dis
continuance of the practice of returning mail thellans thus appears so great, while 
I know of no real disadvantage, I should be glad to see the practice diflcontinued 

- jmmediately; I am of opinion, ~owever, that the abstract register of the contents 
of the chellans should be c?ntinued as at present in these Provinces. Tbe register: 
m~rely exhibits the aggregate number, weight and .postage on letters received from 
~ach ofH~e. Little or no time is necessary for registering letters in the abstract 
and it is abs~lutely necessary to have a r~giste~ ,accurat~ly prepared for the ,pur: 
pose of showmg the Det amount of postage recelved daily and finally by tbe month 
on each class' of letters." . 

Opinion of the 
Postmaster-genernl 
North-west Pro-

293. It is, however, proper to add, that the Postmaster-general of the North;. 
west Provinces has expressed an opinion at direct variance with the conclu~ion 'ta 
which we have arrived. He seems to think 'that the return of the chellans is 
D;ecessary as a check in ~he embezzleme~t o~ bearing postage; but if this objec
~lon hav~ any force, ,,:hI;lrwe do n~t thmk IS the case, it will· be almost entirely 
removed If the transmISSIon of unpaId letters be discouraged by a double charge 
of postage. . 

vinces. 

J!efused and un- 294. Refused and unclaimed covers should be treated precisely the same as. in 
claimed letters. the General Post-offices. 

:. ~0(e·:-9aptain !lart, ~ate Pos~aster in the Deccan, states, that the number of return aheIlans 
contlUned In eac~ mall-hag lS two-tbl.rda of tb~ entire number of packets, and that as the are ver 
~maU, they .ar~ lIable to be lost by belDS' shaken out of the baD" and afford a ready axc . Y t: 
Ulg for a mlSSmg packet. -Q' use In aecoun 
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r295. The'system of transit bags,· in force in the North-west Provinces, con
tributes greatly,to simplify the business of the Post-office, and to ensure the speedy 
and accurate dispatch of packets (especially those which are sent by cross-roads) 
to their destination. In Madras and Bombay all packets are sent loose in the 
wallet. , In the Lower P:.;ovinces of Bengal, the cus~om is to enclose the packets 
for distant, stations in those Rent to stations which are nearer, and the consequence 
Qf this practice is, that as postmasters are prohibited from detaining a mail in 
transit. a great number of these inside packets, as they are called, are detained for 
24 hours at one or more post-offices, between the offices of dispatch and receipt. 
The object of the arrangement appears originally to have been to reduce th,e 
numbe1,' of loose packets in transit, and diminish the chance of their loss; but to 
~uch, an Elxtent is ~t abused, that in some offices all packets to other MO~FiSil 
stations are s~mt inside the packet addresse~ to the nearest station; this is partly 
owing tQ the ignorance of post-office clerks, who have never received instructiol'ls 
as to the mode jn which letters foI" each station are to be dispatched, and partly 
t~ their desire to be absolved from responsibility as soon as possible, by the return 
of the chellaIi from the nearest post-office, instead of having to wait for the chellans 
(rom every distant post-office to which the inside packets may be addressed. The 
~se of transit bags is the only remedy for this evil, and it should be incumbent upon 
the Postmasters-general to provide each post-office with transit statements, showing 
the mode in which packets to every other post-office are to be dispatched. A speci
men transit statementt will be found in the Appendix. 

. 296. A plan' has recently been introduced into the North-west Provinces, and Sorting.offioes. 
p,artially extended', at the recommendation of Mr. Riddell, to the other Presidencies. 
\yhereby all letters s,ent from the post-offices of one Presidency to any post-office 
in' another, instead of being made up into separate packets, are forwarded in 'One 
packet to a post-office on the t'rontier, and there sorted ~nd forwarded to their 
£leveral destinations, with the letters of the forward office; thus Benares has been 
~onstituted the sorting-office between the North-west Provinces and Bengal, and 
Indore between the North-west Provinces and Bombay, The principle has been 
still further carried out in the North-west Provinces by making Lahore the sorting-
offiee for the Punjaub, and J ullunder for the subordinate post-offices in the Dooab 
of, that name. The effect of this simple contrivance in 'reducing the weight of 
the mails, and the 'number of packets, may be 'easily imagined: supposing that 
from eacn of 50 stations in the North-west Pro\'inces, five letters are sent in one 
day to different stations in Bengal, and 'one letter to Benares, the number of 
packets to be made up, 'if there were no intermediate sorting-office. would be 300 
each having to be entered in'one or more transit chenans. and on the back of on~ 
or more letter chellans; but on Benares being made a sorting-office, 250 of these 
packets are immediately dispensed with, the five letters from each office being 
sent as forward letters inside the Benares packet. The number of packets sent 
forward:from Be'nares is also diminished, because all letters addressed to the 
same station are 'contained in one, instead of in several packets. The mails have 
to be detained at the sorting-offices a few minutes' longer' than would otherwise 
be . necessary, but this is a v.ery inconsiderable drawback compared, with the 
advantage gained by reducing the number of the packets, and "the weight of the 
mails.' 'The only practical inconvenience which now attends the arrangem.ent is, 
that the unpaid letters in packets ,sent to and from sorting-offices are charged 
with postage, at different rates according to distance, whereby tpe ca~culation of 
tp.e postage due 'oq, the.contents of each packet gives some additional trouble j 

'J?ut this inco~venience ,,:ill disappear entirely with the adoption of an unifol'1lJ 
I rat~ 

, 
I,. Note.-Transit bags are used to save the trouble of registering and invoicing articles at a~ many 

statIons as~possible between the posting and delivering offices. 
, Supposing 10 stations in a line, numbered aocording to their relative positions, 1,2,3,4,5,6,7, 
8,9, 1,0, and that six packets or parcels are reoeived or made up at the office No.1 for Nos. 8, 9 and 
10, two of them for eaoh place, the whole will be sent in a bag marked •• TrlLnsit" to No.8. Labour 
and time are thus saved at six out of the 10 offices. 

Transit bags must be immediately opened~ and their contents for stations in advance forwarded. 
without delay. /-

Every transit bag reoeived is to be immediately returdd to the office which it comes from, with 
• packets in it if they are ready: otherwise it is to go b,ack empt;r'. • 

"A fine of two annas is levied' for every day's detention, 'and If the bag 18 lost, the value of It must 
be 'paid by the party failing to acoount tor its disappeal'ance. 
: t Appendix (A.), No. 68. '\ 
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rate of postage. The Postmasters-generall:lhould be required t.o adopt the'system 
wherevell it is found practicable. The post-offices of ~he PresIdency towns ought 
certainly to be made sorting-offices for all letters paSSIng through them from on~ 
Mofussil Post-office to another. ' 

, • 297. Perhaps ~he most common cause of complain~ against the post-office, is 
the frequency with which letters and packets are mIs-sent, and ~he ~e}ay that 
occurs before such letters reach their destination. The number of mqumes after 
mis-sent letters at the Calcutta Geneml Post-office is said to be very frequent, 
but a return of them could not be furnished. No effectual measures are taken for 
the prevention of these and, similar irregularities, except in the ~ orth~west 
Provinces, wbere a self-acting system of fines has been adopted and s~ctloned 
by Government, undel: which post~office establishments are ~n~d accordmg to, a 
fixed scale, for every act of mismanagement productive of Injury to the p~bh~1!' 
and the fines paid to those who detect the errors. .Each post~aster submlts .a 
quarterly bill of fines due-Jrom other post-offices for the sanctIon of the PO$~
master-general. The plan is said by the Postmaster-general t? be-ve~ useful In 
checking minor irregularities, and the proportion of letters mIs-sent IS less than 
it was when the payment of fines was not rigidly enforced. The number of fines 
against any given office is found to be a fair criterion of itR state, and of the 
efficiency of the officer at the head of it. • 

298. Mr. Riddell recommends the introductIOn of the system into the othel." 
Presidencies" but he does not recommend that officers in one Presidency shQuld 
be allowed to cJai~ fines from those in anotp.er, except in the case of the frontier 
offices. If the plan of sorting-offices be fully carried out, it is scarcely po~ible 
that irregularities committed in one Presidency could be discovered except at ~he 
frontier office of another ; but whether or not, we foresee no difficulty in allowing 
a postmaster of one Presidency to submit a quarterly bill of fines against the- post
maflters of another, to tIle Postmaster-general to whom the latter are subject, and 
we accordingly recommend. the adoption of the system, as it now exists in the. 
N OJ:th-west Provinces, throughout the whole of India. 

~ulllieit1 to be 299. Greater publicity should ,be given to all Post. office notifications and ordel'9 
glv~n to .Post-offiee containing nlatters of interest to the public: such notifications and orders are 
Jlotlticlltions. now published only in the official English Gazette, and, unless copied gratuitously 

into the newspapers, are seen by none but a few of the English civil and military: 
officers of Government. Circulars of the same kind, addressed to postmasters in 
the interior, are filed in the post-office, and seen by none but the postmaster and 
ids establishment~ Excepting in Madras, ,wh(1re the practice is more ,regular, it 
is very,rarely that their contents are communicated even to the clerks in ,chargEJ 
of the subordinate offices, and instances have been brought to notice in which 
such persons have been furnished' with no other guide- as to the rate of postage>, 
to b~ charged o~ letters sent to a particular postwoffice, than the tax-mark on 
letters ~eceived from thence. We think that all Post-office notifications on matters, 
bf interest'to the public, such, for ~nstance, as the establishment of new post-offices,. 
or any change in the rates ot' postage, should be pqblished not only 'in the Govern .. 
ment Gazettes, bui in at least one English and native ne.wspaper of the largest. 
circulation 'at the Presidencies, and- by hand-bills in the English and native. 
.languages, to be affixed in some conspicuous part of every post-office and circulated 
in a!l post, towns. ' , 

Addresses oh'ative 3~0. 'f:here is a remarkable' circumstance, connected 'With the Post-offic~inr 
letters. Ind~& which must ever act as a bar to the attainment of the same degree ;;'I! 

Persian. I . . II d' f VI Hindoostanee~ , ce ~fltY. lD. t e Ispatch 0 business which distinguishes the department in the 
Nagree. Umted KJ?gdom,; we anud~ to the great ~iversity of languages and written 
Mahajunee. characters lD IndIa, and the dIfficulty of finding persons capable of' decipheiing 
:~~~~~;. t~em. A list ~f Eastern languages, in which the addresses of letters passing' 
Ooriyll.,h. tb~ough the, Il!dlan Post-office are commonly written, is given in the margin and 
Arabic. to .th~~~ are to be added the languages of the several ,countriea of Europe; this 
Malay. .ev~l IS ,greatly aggravated by the custom, common among all natives of India 
~;t::;:~. (an~ in former times not unkno.wn in European countries), of writing' on, the 
Tamul. covers not only the name and_ address of the person written to, but, several titles 
Cllnarese. of courtesy, prayers to. the Deily for the safe arrival of the letter and the prosperity-
Malyalum. of the re~der. ~nd vanous other matters. A literal translation of the addresses 
Mahratta. of 20 natIve letters, taken at random from the Calcutta Geperal Post.office, is 

appended, 
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appended," and will give' some idea of the extent to which the business of the 
Post-office is retarded by this needless prolixity. It. may be impossible to put.a. 
stop to this custom by any positive rule, but much can be done to mitigate it, 
by, explaining to the nl\-tive, public the inconvenience to which it gives rise, by 
.recommending them to adopt a simpler style, and by exposing at each post-offic~. 
for their guidance, a .torm of direction in the current vernacular languages of the 
~~ , . 

Guzeratee. 
Sindee. . 
Cingalese. 

. 30 l! Complaint is made by the native community in some parts of India, tha~CrOSllineS of 
·the 'chief lines of postal communication on which letters are carried· with .the po~tB:l communi
-greatest speed, and subjected to the least detention, are laid down with reference cation. 
,to the convenience of the Government and of the European community, and that, 
.the native correspondence on"the principal lines of internal traffic is subject .to 
'all the delays incidental to' cross posts. There can be nQ doubt that the esta-
blishment of a rapid postal oommunication on any g!ven line, tends to retard the 
transit of mails from one side of the line to the other, and though on the whole 
,the advantage of the arrangement may outweigh the inconvenience it causes, yet, 
'if the correspondence on Imy transverse line is extensive enough to warrant the 
. establishment of a cross post independent of the main line, this means of alleviating 
the evil in :particular cases ought not to be neglected. 

302~ The subject of providing in the Presidency towns better means than DOW District posts in 
'exist'for the receipt of letters for local delivery, by the establishment of a district Presidency towns. 
post, has been referred to in our separate Reports. The practicability of such an 
arrangement, and probability of its being found remunerative, must depend 
entirely upon local circumstances; but the benefit which the residentS' in London 
and its vicinity derive from an institution of this kind, and the enormous and 
still increasing extent to whj~h it is resorted to, are facts which demand the 
'attention of the Government, and seem to warrant a fair trial of the experi-
ment in one or other of the chief commercial cities of India on a favourable 
opportunity. 

303.' The great-convenience which the public have derived in England from the Mont'lyorders. 
establishment of 'money order offices in 'coIfnexiou with the post, led us to con-
sider 'how ,far the institution was suited to India, and whether it w3$ one which 
we' could recommend the Government to establish. In all the changes we have 
proposed, one chief aim has been to remove from the department both the tempta-
·tion and the power to defraud, and, as far as possible, to prevent mouey.passing 
through the.Post-office, and this aim 'would be much defeated if each post-office 
were constituted a money order office. 

,~04. Rem'ittances of small sums, suc~ as 8 system of money orders is intende~ 
to provide for, are generally made from the Pre.lSidency towns to the int~rior, and 
(,!onsist of .the savings of persons in service ,sent for the support of the members 
.of their families femafning in their native villages; and as the Government are 
now. in many instances, obliged to send large sums in speciEf from the Presi
dency towns to meet· ~emands on local treasuries, this inconvenience would 'be 
.aggravated by the encouragement of private .remittances in the same directio,n ; 
• but, indep~ndent of these considerations, if the Government desire to afford to 
their subjects facilities for remitting small sums from one part of ~he counlry to 
41nother, it would be better to authorize coneetors in charge of treasuries to grant 
'bills on each other to private individuals. The question is entirely a financial one, 
and we notice it in this place only for the purpose of stilting our opinion that it has 
no necessary connexion with the Post-office. - , ' 

. 305. We have considered, in connexion with the question of introducing and Proposed change 
maintaining uniformity in'the postal system of India, how far it may be desirable in the constitution 
;to alter tlie constitution of the department, and place the whole under one head, of the department. 
independent of the local governments, and directly subordinate to the Govern-
ment of India in the Home Department. The present isolation of the post-
.office of one Presidency from those of all the rest, and the want of one competent 
.controlling authority over the whole, have given rise to diversity of practice 
highly injurious. to the public service, and inconvenient to the public, while some 

parts 
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parts ,of the' empire have been deprived of the advantage;of'i~p~Temen~ 

, introduced successfully in others. ' . 
306. The evil of this state of things has been practically fel~, and endea,:o~rs 

have been made to remove or at least to alleviate, the inconvemence" by reqUlrmg 
that all questions involving a change in' the 'pr~ctice. of ~h~ department, sho,?ld 
'be'referred to the Governor-general of IndIa m CouncIl, but these attempts 
have not been successful. Neither the constitution of the Supreme Government, 
nor its relation to the four governments subordinate to it, is adapted f~r the speedy 
decision of questions of practice arising in a depar.tment of ,the p~b1ic serVIce. so 
eminently one ,of detail as the' Post-office; and it IS found that neIther ~he Post
master-general nor' the government of one Presidency is content to Walt for the 
.adoption of. an acknowledged improvement until the Supreme Government can 
decide 'after reference to other Presidencies and other Postmasters-general, whether , 
it ought,to be adopted or n<;>t. , , 

" 30Z_ N01; indeed ~re the local gover~~~nts favourably con~tituted fo~regulating 
'the internal affairs of the Post-office. It rarely happens that the publIc servants 
:who a~e 'caUedto take It parp in the administration of these gover?ments have ha~ 
any ~xperience, ox;'can hare?tny practical knowledge. of the. detaIls of the dep~r~ 
ment, and their time is generally so fully occupied WIth busmess of more pressmg 
ll;npol'tance as to prevent them from acquiring such knowledge. . Yet the P~st. 
masters-general ,are not authorised to introduce the least change mto the workmg 
of the Post-office without the sanction of. the local government. which must be 
given for the most part in pure reliance on, the recommendation of the Postmaste~ 
general, 'Of lOay be withheld, either from a contrary motive, or from imperfect 
acquaintance with the subject. " 

308. b£ a:11 the ch:il departments of the public 'service in India, there is not 
one 'in which uniformity of practice is so little hindered by varying' local circum
'stances,01: one to the efficient conduct of which, uniformity of practice and vigour 
of control ,are so essential as the Post-office. The existing system is not favour-
891e oto the attainment of these important objects, and indeed scarcely admits of it. 
In.dia" ,in this l,'espect. affords a remarkable contrast to the United Kingdom and 
the nations of continental europe and America, where the Post-office is recognized 
as a, distinct department of th~ government, and the statesman at the head oOt is 
usually a member of the executive government of the country: here, on the con
trary, the Postmaster-general at each Presidency is an officer of comparatively 
inferior rank, influence and emoluments, without power of hiulsel( to 'earry: Ollt 
improvements; ignorant of those which have been introduced in any of the other 
Presidencies, and subQrd}nate to a controlling authority not well adapted for the 
consideration of departmental questions, or for judging the merits of a proposition, 
except by its results. It seems' impossible to hope that the postal system of 
India can be brought to a high deg'ree of perfection so long as the Postmasters:' 
general, remain .subordinate to the'local governments, and are subject to no other 
'c~mmon superior than the Governor-general of India in Council. . 

, 309. The remedy appears to consist' in the appointment of a Director-gener~ 
of the Post-office of India, an officer of tried ability and experience in the depart
mentrwho should be in direct communication with. and subordination to the 
Government of. India, and exercise the same degree of control over the Post
,masters-gene!'al of the several Presidencies that is now theoretically exercised by , 
the local governments, who would' in that case be relieved of all responsibility in 
connexipn wJth the department. . . '" 

.~ 10. ~he first. objection. to this:ai'rangement consists in its expense. It would 
be lllCo~slstent WIth thE1 objects of 1t to remunerate the Director of the Indian Post,.· 
office WIth a smaller salary than Rs.36,000 a year including travellinO' allowance' 
and a suitable office establishment, costing probabiy not less than Rs.3,000 a yea;' 
:would also be needed. On the other hand, it would by no means be desirable to 
red,uce the emoluments of the local Postmasters-general, especially if, 'as we con .. 
template, and have elsewhelie recommended, they be required to move more fre
quentl! .thr()ugh their respective jurisdictions, and exercise a more direct personal 
superVISIOn over ?very officer of the department than ha!! hitherto usually been the 
case: The crea~IOn of a general cOl1trolIing offic~r ,must therefore be regarded as 
a measure Of which the expense canno~ be me~ by a corresponding retrenchment 

in 
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in' any oth~r direction, and the propriety of, which must, be ju!1ged wit11 reference 
to the cost of it, as well as to other considerations. , 

311. 'A second objection may arise from the disinclination of'the local govern
ments to part with the ,control over the postal establishments and communica
tions of their respective Presidencies which they now posses&; but this we conceive 
to be an objection of no real weight. The States Governments of the United 
States of America, which, are.far more independent and ,constitutionally jealous 
of the central government than the Presidential Governments of, bdia: can pos
sibly be, ,haye sUfrendered the entire l1lanagement of the P.ost-pffic~ of the. United 

,States int4) the hands. of the Postmaster-gfilnero.l, at Washington; and., in the 
United Kingdom a ,para1Je~ may, be found in. th~ Irish Post-office, which, is con
.ducted, under the exclusive, authority o( Her Majesty's Postmaster-general, the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland not being permitted to interfere in any way in its 
management. In India it may be necessary for the local governments, to have the 
power. of detainillg, or opening a mail on any public emergency, and this power 
we would 'certainly'reserve to them. We cannot, however, perceive that the just 
authority or influence of the lo~al governments ~ould be in any way tmpaired if 
they were deprived ,of all. 'other :control over the Post-office; and, on the other 
hand, we should anticipate from placing the en,tire direction of .the , department in 
the ~ands of a central authority acting in immediate communication with the 
Governor-general of India in Council. and occupied with no other duties, a far 
more efficient administration of its affairs than has ever yet been attained, or seems 
capable of attainment, under the present system. 

,312. ,·If the ,Goye.rnment should determine to make tMs change in the consti
tution of'the Indian Post-office, the patronage of the department in all the Pre
sidencies should, we think, rest en tirely with the Goyernor-general of ,India in 
Council., It would then perhaps be advi~able to ,;regulate the salaries of the Pre
sidency Postmasters-general by a graduated scale, the grades of salary being pe~

'sonal, a.nd not local, so that it might be practicable to select, in the first instance, 
an offi{ler of comparatively junior standing in the service who might look to rise 
to a higher' gr~de of salary,and eventqaIly, if thought qualified, to become the 
head of tl,1e departmen~; in tpat case, how~ver, it should be d~stinct1y understood 
that the higher salary waS not attached to allY particular Presidency,. but that the 
Postmaster· general of each should be entitled to promotion ill his turn, providE>d 

-he' appear to the'Government'to deserve it.' . \ ' 
_ 313. FrolI\ the view expressed in the eight preceding par~g~aphs, the Commis
sioner faJ.' Madras has recorded his dissent in his separate memorandum, which 

, will be found in the Appendix.* 

VII,' THE BANGHY. 

- 314. The present rates of Banghy postage do not, as far as we.hav~ Leen able EHeetofpresent 
to ascertain, prevent part,ies sending parcels by post which they· would ,otherwise rates of banghy 
send; and few complaints appear to hllove been made of the f~tes of charge bejng postage. 
excessi,ve. • 

, ,. 3I'5. Postal .autholities are dividetl on the question of reducti~n in banghy Propriety ofre
postage; ,it,is, to be observed, however, that those wh,o }'ecommend the present. ducing the present 

• rates being lowered, do so on the grounds of their yit;lding a profit, and conse- rates, or not. 
quently of the Post-office being able ,to afford to convey parcels at a Ipwet charge 
without apparently considering bow far it is advisable for Governm~nt to compete 
,with private speculators as carriers of goods, by making reductions which, though 
they may still'lea-ye sufficient profit to reimburse the Government for their actual 
outlay, would not be found to remunerate any other' party enaeavouring' to car~ 
pat!-"eis at €he same rate. ' l , • • 

316. One .reason for not reducin'g ,the postage at })resent leviable <lJl,banghy 
parcels is, that, in om: opinion, the carriage of goods does not properly .fo~ a part 
of the duty of the Post-office, and is only undertaken by Government in th_e 
absence of other means of conveyance available to the public. It is a. ser.vice 

devolving 
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de~01vi:rig- rather' on transit aien~s and 'other priva.te parties, ~hom' it . i~ : not 
advisable to discourage by competition. . In many l!arts of Indl~,. agenCIes and. 
companies haw.. peen already e~tab1ished with ,the VIew of proVldlOg ~eans of 
transit' for. goods 'and lllercha~dize; and if the rates o? banghy parcels were to be 
greatly xeduced, these parties would probably be oblIged to abandon the specula-
tion, as no longer yielding them a sufficient return. . 

" 3~7. 'Mr. :¢iddeU, the'Postmaster-gen~ral of th~ North-~es: Proviri~~~; states: 
-" The present, rates of banghy postage would adzmt of reductIon, and the dep~rt
''In!3D:~ 'w~uld probably Jiel~ a larger return if they wefe ,reduced. When c:"rned 
by me:t;J., the' cost of conveyance may be estimated at less than 12 ~nnas a mIle for 

. the conveyance of 600 seers; that is, it costs 6 annas to convey. SIX seers, or 480 
tolahs, 50 miles. At existing rates, the postage on the above weIght for the same 
distance would be '30 annas.' This calculation is of itself sufficient to show that a 
reduction may safely be made." 

The Bombay Post
master-general's 
opiniqn. 

318. Mr. Ravenscroft. the Postmaster-general of Bombay, says: "I am,not 
aware, from. your letter of the 19th June last, that it is in contemplation to make 
any alteration in the banghy rates of postage; I should hope that no such intention 
is 'entertained. The bangby dawk is of very great convenience to the community, 
and "Very few complaints of the high rates of charge have come to my knowledge; 
I would therefore not recommend any reduction, certainly not until we see the 
financial results of the refo~ now in contemplation, as regards the postage leyiable 
on letters and newspapers." 

Actual charges not 
to be ascertained. 

:319. W~ have experienced some difficulty in ascertaining what has been the 
actual expense incurred on account of the bangby dawk throughout India in past 
years,.in consequence of the charges for the conveyance of the letter-mail and 
banghy parcels being brought dnder one head in the accounts" of the Bombay 
General Post-office; and aJso oWing to the office establishment, and means fol' 
carryin~ the former, being in many cases used also for the latter. 

320. As far, however, as can be gathered from the accounts of the se'Veral 
Presidencies, the following appear to have been the results of the last yeal"s 
ma;nagement : 

,. 
Bengal - .. 
North-west Provinces 

Madras .. 

Bombay .... 

Receipts. 

R,.. a. p. 

41,452 8 

1,08,4~7 

52,229 12 

31,041 10 6 

• 

Couverance Charg ... 

a. p, 

34,217 3 11 

16,119 9 7 

38,488 10 10 

t20,OOO - -

To these charges must be added the salary of the clerks in the Banghy Depart-
ment of the several General Post-offices, wbich is separately exhibited in the 
.ac~o~nts, and amo~nts to II;b?ut Rs. 5,000 per annum. In the Mofussil Offices 
,thIS cannot ,he done, as no dIstinct establishment is entertained for the service the. 
,bang~ybeing manag~d b! the cler~s employed in the Letter-Mail Depart~ent. 
,On lmes of ,r?ad, likeWIse, on whiCh no regula!;, banghy has been established, 
,p~rcel~ are .forwar.ded under certain restrictions by letter-mail, and the postage in 
,suc~ cases IS credlted to the Banghy Department though the' cost of conv 
1s,'oebite<l altogether to the letter-mail. " . eyance 

321. In 

... Note.-Mr. Ravenscroft, in explanation or this states' "I ;egre; . bili h 
amount of disbursements on accovnt of the Bangby D~partme~t. The b my ma ty .to s ow the 
mail and banghy dawk are brought under one "head. and as the c arges for ~arrymg the letter 
equally available for the transit of both, it is quite impossibie to asce~e~nSt~or their tonveyance are 
State for the carriage· of the banghy dawk and man"-O'ement of the Ban hlUnD e actua e~pense to the 

.. - T . . 'f h .." g Y epartment t hiS Iii a mere estimate 0 t e probable cost calculated on the re It h • 
Madras returlls, alld deducred from the genel-al c~st of transit in the Bo SUb spow~dby the Bengal and 

m ay reSI ency. 
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321. In the North-western Provinces too, in addition to the above causes, tha 
charges of conveyance shown in the accowits are still further reduced below the 
actual cost, in consequence of the banghy parcels being fowarded in the ma.U..:carts' 
and passenger-vans on lines of road where such vehicles are employed;" the 
charge of conveyance being, in one case, debited to the Letter,.M8.il Department, 
and in the other to passengers, while in both the receipts on account of postage 
are brouglit, to the ~redit of the Banghy Department. 

322. Making allowance fo, these circumstances, there' is still an excess ()f ~e present rates 
receipts over disbursements in the Banghy Department; and there 'can be no ~leld a profit to the , 
question that, besides being of very essential service to the State, and a great epartment.· 
advantage to the public, the Banghy at present yields a considerable revenue to 
the Indian Post-office. 

323. At the same time, entertaining. the views we have expressed above, we No reduction 
are not prepared, in the absence of complaint, and with no apparent necessity for recommended. 
so doing, to recommend that the present rates· of postage should be reduced.; 
mOI:e particularly if the surplus revenue arising from this source enable the 
Government to sanction a greater measure of liberality i~ respect to books and 
pamphlets sent by this mode of eonveyance, which we shall presently have to 
consider. ' 

324. But, although we see no necessity for making any general reduction in Simplification of 
the rat~s of postage on ordinary banghy parcels, and the plan of a low uniform. present rates. 
postage is not ,applicable, yet the present rates seem capable of being much sim-. 
plified, and those for long distances somewhat reduced. without any sacrifice of 
r~venue. . According to the present schedule of ordinary bangby postage, there 
are no less than 168 rates of charge, an increased postage being leviable tor every 
additional 50 tolahs in weight up to 600 tolahs" the maximum weight allowed, 
and for every 100 miles in distance up to 1,400 miles and upwards. Besides this, Lower rate of 
there is another scale of cha'rge for books, pamphlets, packets of newspapers, and' charge for 
any written, printed or engraved papers packed in short covers, open at each end. Pamphlets. 
In this scale there are only two gradations ~n weight, viz., not exceeding 20 
tolahs, and above 20 and not exceeding 40 tolahs, beyond which no such parcel 
can be sent; but the rate varies with every 100 miles and upwards, as in the case 
of ordinary Banghy- parcels. 

325. In fixing a' lower rate of charge on parcels pf this description than that Reason of this. 
leviable on ordinary parcels, the Committee, assembled in 1836 state that tht'y 
were " actuated by two motives: first, to encourage, by- every practicable means 
consistent with the public interests, the transmission of literature throughout the 
interior of the country; and, secondly, because the ordinary weight of reviews, 
periodicals. pamphlets, and other printed papers, is materially below the minimum 
weight established for ordinary parcels~.viz. 50 tolahs." 

326. Weare desirous of continuing to parcels of this description tbe advantages Further advantages.. 
conceded to them by the Committee of 1836. In addition to the reasons which proposed. . 
actuated them, we are influenced by a desire to meet the wishes of the London 
]?(.Istmaster-genera,lin.respect to English pamph~ets and periodicals, of which:we 
shall presently have to treat, and by the fact that, according to the scale of ordl'-
nary Banghy"postage which we shall propose, 100 tolahs will be the minimum 
weight r~cognized. 

• 327. 'Vith these objects in view, we shall, when we come to this part of the 
subject, have to propose a very considerable • simplification of- the rates now 
charged on parcels of this description, bi extendin~ to them the advantages Qfat:\ 
uniform rate of postage without reference to the distance they may be conrcye~; 
but we have thought it advisable to exclude packets of Indian newspapers from 
the benefit of this provision, as well as from, ~he Banghy generally,. because on 
lines of road on which the Banghy dawk is conveyed separately, and at a less'rate 
of speed than the letter mail, there seemed no advantage in providing for the 
transmission of newspapers puhlished in this country otherwise than by letter mail. 
while on lines where the Banghyand letter dawks go by the same conveyance, 

to and 

"* Nate.-In the year 1848-49, the receiptB on account of the van and palkee carriage departmen 
were R,. 1,08,225, while the charges were R,. 42,681. 
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, . b dl . f wspapers' paying only the lower and at an equal speed, It places un es 0 ne 'h h bI 'th th 
rate of Banghy charge, precisely on the same footing as t os~ c arg~a e WI e, 

h h· h t I' hI them if sent by letter mall. It IS necessary t(): rouc Ig er pos age eVla e on . . '1 t t _ . 
1 · . thO I th t lines of commulllcatlOn, where mal -car s or seam . exp am.In IS p ace a on . k h 

boats are employed, and the Jetter mail is insuffiCIent to rna e up t e gross, 
. '. b h' Ily l'orwarded by the, same con-weIght that can be carned, the ang les are usua l' , •• 

veyance. • 
228. The following are the rates we propose Jor parcels sent by ordinary 

Banghy'dawk: 

IF NOT EXCEEDINQ I~ WEIGH'r 

"' FOIt DISTANCES lOa Tolahs. 200 Tolabs. 800 Tolabs.1400 Tolans. 500 Tulabe. 600 Tol"b •• 

------- ~--:-------
" " - , 

\ 

Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs.a. Rs. a. Rs: a. 
Not exceeding 100 miles - - 4 - S - 12 1 - .1 4 'I 8 

,Not exceeding 300 - - 12 1~8 2 4 3 - 3 12 4 8. 
" 

Not exceeding 600 . - 1 8 3 - 4 8 6 - 7 8 9 -" 
Exceeding 600 - 2 8 5 - 7 8 10 - 1"2 8 I~ -" -

By the above scale there will be only 24 rates of charge in place of 168,. as at 
present· and the highest rate will be Rs.15, instea,d of Rs.31. 8., the maXImum 
of the p~esent Banghy schedule., The charge on small parcels an~ for ,h?rt dis
tances will still be extremely moderate, and the present repressIve and almost 
prohibitory charge on long distances will b~ got rid of. 

329. The financial result of the rate proposed, as. compared with, the postage 
now. leviable on the aggregate weight of all the chargeable Banghies dispatched 
from everv Post-office in India in a year, js as follows: . , 

Present Postage. Proposed Pootace. 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 
Bengal - - - - - 91,063 13 1 83,738 1 -
North-west Provinces - - 70,083 10 '10 67,545 9 8 

" Madras - - - - - 38',234 7 9 42,934 9 6 

Bombay . - - - 43,505 1 - 41,447 - 10 
'. 

TOTAL - - - 2,42,'887 - 8 2,35,665 5 -. 
330. We propose, on lines where the Banghy is carried by foot runners, to limit 

the weight to the maximum now allowed, or 600 tolahs; but we would pennit 
parcels ot somewhat larger dimensions to be forwarded, as the present restriction 
to IS 'inches in length cannot be observed in the case of maps, plans, &0., and is 
in most lines not attended to. Where mail-carts are employed, we see no objec
tion to the weight being extended to 2.QOO tolahs, or 'about 50Ibs., and for this 
we have provided in the draft Act aJ},d Rules,herewith submitted: 

, 33 I'. The rates of postage chargeable, according to Schedule (D.) of the present 
Acf, on Banghy parcels forwarded seawards, by ship or steamer, we consider far 
too low; and they have, in Bombay especially, led to the Post-office being more 
extensiyely u~ed as a means of shipping light goods for exportation than could, we 
think, have been contemplated. On this subject Mr. Ravenscroft states: 
" There is one class of parcels to- which I desire to draw your attention, and 
regarding' which, some alteration ought to be made in the law. AccordinlJ' to 
Schedule C~.), J~arcels posted for transmissio~ by' ~ea are liable to pay for e~ery 
100 tolahs m weIght, Without refe!ence to dImensIOns, two atmas outward ship 
postage,. and the same amount of m ward ship postage, so that a parcel'weighing 

• 300 

• Appendix (A.), NQs. 61 I\Qd.62. 
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300 tolahs (which is'the maximum weight), posted for Aden, will h,ave to pay 
6 annas here and 6 annas there, making a total of 1.2 annas; a very insufficient 
payment for the very great accommodation afforded to the community by steam 
communication. 

" .From the enclosed statement you .will observe. that the parcels posted here 
.for Aden and Kurrachee have more than quadrupled since 1847: in that year they 
amounted to 429, and in ten months of 1850 to 1,641, the total postage leviable 
here and at Aden in this year being only Rs.934. 8. 

" I consider the present rates far too low,. and would re~ommend that a conso
lidated ship postage (to be prepaid) be levied at the office where the parcels are 
posted, of one rupee for every 100 tolah!!, the maximum weight being limited to 
400 tolahs, or 10 Ibs.; I am satisfied that this rat£' will be cheerfully paid; the 
gain to Government will be great." 

332. On all Banghy parcels forwarded by sea, whether by Government steamer Rate proposed on 
or ship, we propose to charge the rate, of postage imposed by the notification of the ship llanghies. 
Government of India, published under date 18th April 1849, on parcels conveyed 
by any Government steamer between the two ports of Calcutta and Moulmein, 
or from either of those ports to au intermediate port, viz. on parcels weighing less 
than '100 tolahs one rupee, and increasing one rupee for every additional 1 00 tolahs, 
or fraction thereof, as far as 300 tolahs; but we would allow the bame weight to 
be forwarded as by inland Banghy on ordinary Jines of road, viz. 6PO tolahs. We 
further recommend that no parcel be received' for transmission, through the post-
effice, by sea, to any foreign port, or any place not on the continent of India, 
except it be covered by a custom-house pass. 

333. We do not propose to make .,the prepayment of BangllY postage compuI- Pre.payment left 
sory, nor would we insist, when it is paid in advance, on its being levied by means I)ptlonal. 
of stamps.' To compel the use of stamps .in all cases 'would sometimes lead to 
inconvenience, owing to the great numher of these tokens which it would be 
necessary to affix on parcels subject to the higher rates of charge; and to intro-
duce stamps of a lligher value than 8 annas would be objectionable, as holding out 
a temptation to forgery. 

334. We have stated above, tllat we propose extending to books, pamphlets,' Pamplllet Bang-by. 
packets of imported newspapers, and printed or engraved papers other than news-
papers, sent witliout covers, or packed in covers open at both ends, the advantage 
of an uniform rate of charge Without reference to distance. The maximum weight 
at present allowed is only 40 tolahs, which is only just sufficient to carry the 
larger reviews. and would not admit many single volumes, the diffllsion of which it 
is desirable to encourage, nor meet the views of Her'Majesty's Postmaster-general, 
in respect to books, &c. received from England. already adverted to. We would, 
therefore, recommend the ·extension of the weight to 120 tolahs, or about 3Ibs., 
beyond which it would not, we think, be advisable to allow of these parcels,being 
sent at the favourable rate proP9sed. 

335. 1 In consideration of the great additional adnntages given to the public .by Prepayment by 
the measure we have recommended, We would propose to make the prepayment stllmpscompulsory. 
of postage on all parcels of. this description compulsory, and by means of stamps; 
and to subject those, on whICh the postage has not been prepaId by proper stamps, 
to the rates prescribed for ordinary J3aIl ghy parcels. the same rule also being fol-
lowed in respe&t to parcels in excess of the maximum weight allowed. 

336. The cost of conveyiIJg the Banghy post at present, as far as we are able to Present cost of 
ascertain it, is about 1 anna 4~ pies for every 20 tolahs of chargeable weight;'*' convey~nce. 
and as the receipts from ordinary Banghy parcels will, under the revised scille we 

have 

• NOle.-This has been calculated on the combined results e1':.own by the Bengal nnd Madras 
returns, from which, as already explained, the nearest approximation clln be made -to the presAnt 
actual cost, by proportioning the aggregate cost of conveyance on the gross weight of all the baDghies 
earried in a month; thus:-

Or_ Weight in Tolahs. Grou ("",st. 
Rs. n. p. Tola., An8. P;~ •. 

1,369,390 5,858 6 9 •. 2Q : 1 458,610 

136,399 

N 
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have proposed, remain in all probability nearly the s~me, ~nd ~onsequently yield' 
the same profit as at present, we think that, in consIderation of the adva~tageg 
likely to arise from the more extended diffusion of useful knowledge III the 
interior of India, it would be very advisable to adopt a rate for pamphlet Banghy 
postage slightly below the actual ,cost of conveyance, tolah for tolah, of the whol~ 
Banghy mail. 

337. "Vith these views, we would recommend the adoption of the f~Ilowing 
-rates:' " 

On eve,ry parcel of the description noted ,above, not 'exceedmg 20 t?lahs III 

weight, one anna: 
On every parcel exceeding 20 tolahs. but not above 40 tolahs, ,two annas; and 

for every 20 tolahs in weight above 40 tolahs, or for every fractIon of the same, 
an additional anna up to 120 tolahs, beyond which no such parcel would be 
received. 

338. We have to consider, in conne:x:ion with this subject, Mr. Under-Secretary 
Grey's le~ter, No. 207, dated 21st February last, referring for our considerat~on 
a plan for the establishment of a 'book post between England and the Colomes, 
w hien Her Majesty's Postmaster-general is desirous should be extended to t~is 
country. 

339. The details of the scheme are as follows: 
1st. That printed books, magazines, reviews ?r pamphlets (whether Bri~ish, 

Colonial or Foreign)* be permitted to be sent through the post from the Umted 
Kingdom to any British Colony, or from any British Colony to the United King
dom, whether the conveyance be by packet or by private ship, at the following 

f · .-rates 0 postage; VIZ.: 
s.· d. 

For a single volume not exceed'ing i lb. in weight - - 6 
For a single volume exceeding i lb. and not exceeding lIb. I 
For: a single volume' exceeding 1 lb. and not exceeding 21bs. 2 
Fot a single volume exceeding 2lbs. and not exceeding 3lbs. 3 

• and, so on increasing 1 s. for every additional pound, or fraction of a pound. 
2ndly. That the charge be the same, whether the, books, &c. be posted or 

delivered at the port, or whether they be posted or delivered at any place in the 
interior of the colony.' " 

3rdly. That pre;P~Yment ,?"e insisted ~p~n in all cases'} in the United King
~om the postage bemg reqUIred to be paId In stamps, and In the colony being paid 
m money. 

4thly. That, FO' prevent the inco~venience which might -ensue from a large 
arrival of 'books, . &c .• by the same mall, the Colonial postmasters be authorized 
in cases of necessity, to delay the dispatch of such books to or from the interior' 
until the dispatch of the mail next after tliat.by which they would,~ in the usuai 
course, be sent, or, at their option, for a period not exceeding one week. 

5thly. That no book be sent by any route which would entail an expense of 
transit postage' on the department. 

6thly. That one-third of ,the total charge be considered as paid for the Inland 
British rate, one-third fQI: ,the sea, rate, and the remaining third for the Colonial 
Inland .rate. , 

7thly. That printe~ bo?b, &c.; serit through the post under the regulations 
here proposed, be subject In all respects to the same restrictions as -newspapers. 

340. Fro~ the 6th claus~ it app~a!~ tlia~ the total charge of postage on such 
books~ &c., IS to be conSIdered dIVISIble mto three parts, one of those being 
looked upon as paid for the Inland British rate, another for the sea rate and the 
third for the'Colonial Inland rate. ~ Now, as in this country this last item of 
charge will have to be bornE! by the Indian Government, we conclude it is intended 
that omi-third, of the gross p~stage levied i!l England in advance on all books and 
pamph~ets. ~orwarded to IndIa under t~e proposed ~rrangements, should be paid 
or credIted m account to the East IndI~ Company, m consideration of their co'n .. 
veying all such bQoks, &c.. inten~ed for the interior of India, to their :final desti-

, nation 

• Note.-We obse!r~. f!2~, th? English papers that it has been' notified that the arrangement here 
proposed would come lDto operation on and after the .~st March 1851. _ . 
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nation without additional charge. If we are c,orrect' in this assumptiQtl, it will 
follow that the adoption of the plan proposed would j be equivalent tCi the intro
duction of one uniform rate of 2 d. on all such books not exceeding half a pound in 
weight, and increasing at the rate of 2 d. the half pound, by the Banghy post 
without reference to distance. ' 

341. We have no means of judging to what ~xtent such a scheme would 
increase the weight required to be sent into the interior by the Banghy post. 
The returns received from the Post-office do not show what proportion of the' 
gross weight now carried is on account of books, &c., received from other coun
tries, and what for those posted in India, and did they do so, they would afford no 
data from which to calculate the effect of so great a. reduction ill the rate of 
charges on books sent from EngJand, both as regards' their steam and inland 
postage, as would be occasioned by the measure; the natural effect would, how
ever, of course, be greatly to increase their number. 

342. W ~ bave already recommended the introduction, under certain limitations, Its adoption 
of an uniform book and pamphlet postage, chargeabl~ at the rate of one anna for recommended. 
every 20 tolahs in weight. and without reference to distance; and this would 
admit of books and pamphlets received' from England being forwarded by the 
Banghy post.into the Mofussil, on the terms proposed by the Postmaster-general 
of the United Kingdom; as his scale would, in fact, give a slightly higher rate of 
postage to the Indian Government than that recommended by us, 2 d. for the 
half pound being equivalent, at the rate of two shillings Jor the rupee, to 1 anna 
4 pies for 20 tolahs. Provided, therefore, the weight of each parcel so sent be 
limited to 120 tolahs. or ,3 lbs., which should, as we have stated above, be the 
maximum weight carried at an uniform rate of charge, and the dimensions laid 
down by the Act be not exceeded, tbere can, we think, be no difficulty in carry-
ing the arrangement into effect, and we are of opinion that the proposition sub-
mitted may be entertained and agreed t6. 

343. Before leaving this part of our subject, we desire especially 10 draw the The bullock train. 
attention of the Government. to the bullock train which has been established in 
the North-we"t Provinces for the conveyanc~ of heavy goods and passengers at a 
cheap rate, and which, though not necessarily connected with the Post-office, or 
recognized by any law, is managed by the officers of the department. The extent 
to which tWs establishment has af- • 

Year Receipts. Charge .. Profit. La ... 
'-v--" - . 

&. a,p. B •• a. p. B •• (J.p. II., a.p. 
1845-46 A,589 -- 4,8Jl - - - - - 222 --
1846-47 13,506 - - 17,886 - - - . . 4,380 - -
1847-48 50,746 - - 48,573 - - 2,173 - - -
1848-49 :1,30,988 - - 1,07,903 - - 23,085 - - -
1849-50 1,62,582 10 4 1,38,409 3 2 24,178 -7 2 -
TOTAL - , 8,62,411 10 4 3,17,582 3 2 49,4si 7 2 4,602 - -

forded accommodation to the Govern
ment anq to the public may be gath
ered from the statement of receipts 
and charges in the margin. It has 
also had the beneficial effect.of prov~ 
ing that the land carriage of heavy 
goods on a large scale may be under
taken with profit by any person, or 
body of persons, possessing capital enough to provide the necessary carrying 
stock; and more than ,one association have since engaged in the same business. 
The arrangements of these companies are far from being so complete as to require 
the Government to withdraw from the field j but we should deprecate any exten-
sion of the operations of the bullock train, or any reduction of charge with a view 
to competition. In the meanwhile the profits arising from the bullock train, as 
well as from the van and passenger establishment, may be fairly regarded as an 
asset of the Post-office to be set off against any temporary loss incurred by a 
reduction in the rates of letter postage. 

VIII. DISTRICT DA WK.S. 

Net Profit. 

B •• a.p. 
-----

44,829 7 2 

344. In the Lower Provinces of Bengal a. postal communication between each Lower Provinces 
Police Thannah and the Sudder Station of the district is kept up by the Zemindars of Bengal. 
under the provisions of Regulation XX. of 1817; but these posts are not open 
to the community, who, are (;onsequentJy ,obliged to send letters by more circui-
tous rOlltes, even where a direct postal communication exists. Even the 
Zemindars who pay for the dak are not allowed to use it, aud as ,an instanc;;e of 
the inconvenience which the public suffer from this exclusion, we may mention, 
that while police reports from Sel'ajgunge to Bogra, a distance of 40 miles, go 
by Zemindary dawk in one day and a half, all private letters go by Pudna and 
Rajshahee, and are six ~ays on the road. 

87- N 2 345. In 
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345 In the Nortti~west Provinces the system under which ,the ?istrict .dawks 
" , d' t '~nn but great facility of correspondence IS afforded by are mallltallle IS no UDlIO , , , d f th ' h h 

h ' d th p'dIy l'ucreasing use whICh IS rna e 0 em sowS' t e t elr means, an e ra 1 " • 1 ' 
estimation in which they' are held. In some dIstrICts a genera cess"hvaryId ng

d
, 

fi d a quarter to one anna and three quarters on every un re 
~o~e~:~ ~::: :e~enue is collected from the Zemindars for the support of the 
da~k. In some districts the villages through which the road happens ~o pass are 
compelled to keep up an establishment for the conveyance of the pollee' repo~ts 
and private letters, and in some, the district dawks, are conveyed by the p.ohce 
establishment without cost to the inhabitants. In Goruckpore a!one aU pTlvate 
letters are carried free of postage, in consideration of the cess levIe,d on the land. 
~~. ' 

346. The district dawks in the North-west Provinces were first made av~ilable 
for private correspondence in 18381 but' proper means were not taken to mduce 
people generally to resort to them until 1846-47. .In. tha~ yea~ 109,I~O ~~neral 
post letters were conveyed to and from the villages III the mterIor of dIstrIcts by 
means of the district dawks; and in 1849-:50, 244,83~ general post l~tters were 
similarly carried, in addition to 113,047 which passed only from than~ to tha?a. 
In 1850-51 additional facilities were afforded by the supply of letter boxes WIth 
locks to each thana, all letters dropped into which, iff~r' transmission by re~lar 
post, are dispatched bearing, without any charge for district postage, and, If for 
delivery within the zillah, are delivered for a charge of half an anna on every 
tolah in weight. . 

347. In Madras, the district dawks, which had previous]yexisted for the nec~s
sarv transmission of the official correspondence between the collectors and magis
trates, and all their subordinate officers (the dawks being carried by the peons of. 
the regular establishments as they could be spared from other duty;, were in, 
1846 generally opened to the public, No change was then made in the means of 
conveying the dawk; the peons were still retained as a revenue or police charge; 
and, except latterly in one, or two districts, no debit appears in anY,account for 
the cost of conveying this portion of the mail. Accounts of' the number,of.Jetters 
posted in each province have 110t been generally kept, but the collections had risen 
to Rs. 21,734 in 1848-49. when the • .expenses w~re only Rs, 10,756, As many 
as 84,4921etters have been carried in a single district jn ont:l year, and the people 
ll~ve shown themse,Ives desirous of :taking advantage of the' facilities which the 
dawks have afforded. . 

348, In Bombay the institution was first regularly established in 1841, before 
which a daily communication was for the most part kept up in each collectorate 
betweell the principal station and the towns in, which the head district offices WElre 
located, though the accommodation was not open to the public. In that year the 
dawks were ~laced un?er an uniform, system, and rules were laid down by Govern
ment for theIr regulatIOn and management, In Bombay the dawk is also carried 
by the rev?nu~ and police pe~n.s, but ~lle amount of their pay is debited to the 
!leo.~ of. dIstrIct ?awk. In thIS PreSidency likewise the public have shown an 
1Dchn~tx0!l to RYall themselves of the facilitit:l~ afforded for intercommunication by 
the dIstrIct dawks. the chargeable letters having increased in six years nearly 
thrce-and-a-half fold. ' . • 

, 349. The district dawks havi~? sprung from the communication necessarily 
kept up by the collectors and magIstrates with their district offices and being in 
fact ,merely ~n extension of it, have, been generally confined to the'limits of eacp 
partlcular zIllah, and ~ave l1~t, wI~h ~ single exception in the Bombay Presi
dency, extended to nelghbourmg dIstrIcts, however, near together their border 
towns may be" . 

. 3,50, • It is no doubt desir~ble that these dawks should eventually lose their 
fhstmctIve character, and be lllcorporatpd with the regular post under th control 
of the Postmaster-g~neral; but we consider that at present such a measu~e would 
be premature,. and lIkely ~o diminish the utility of the institution., It would also 
add ver~ conSIderably to Its expense, by making it necessary to substitute paid 
runn.ers thl'~u.ghout ~he conntry f~r the peous who now convey the dawks; and to 
proYlde addItIOnal ;means of supermtendence. The institut' t b . 'd d '11' 't . ~ d" Ion mus e conSI ere 
as stl Illl s lDdmcy, an In Its present stage is better managed by the collectors 

. 'and 
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and magistrates than it could be by the Postmaster-general. The last section 'of 
the Draft Act which accompanies our Report empowers the, Government to sub~ 
ject these dawks to such parts of the Act, and to such of the rules for the manaa-e. 
ment of the post. as may from time to time be deemed expedient. e> 

351. In separate Reports we have entered in detail into the improvements of 
which we cOllsider the district dawks to' be immediately capable, particularly 
recommending that their operations, which are Ifow confined to the limits of each . 
particular district, should be extended so as to open postal intercommunication 
between ~eig4bouring provinces more direct than is afft~rded under the present 
system. 

352. The only question which r~quires consideration in"this place is, what shall 
be the rate of postage charged on letters delivered through the district dawk. At 
present a. letter sent from or delivered at any village where there is no regular 
post.office. is charged with the district postage, regulated on a different principle 
!rom the general pos~ rate, in addition to whatever amount may h~ve been paid, 
or may be due, for Its conveyance by the regular post. A continuance of this 
system wOldd be entirely opposed to the principle on which an universal rate' has 
been propo.!led; and we are of opinion that tIle same uniform rate of postage 
charge which may be adopted for communications sent by the'general post should 
be made applicable to tnose forwarded by ~istrict dawk, and that the prepayment 
of the regular dawk postage by a stamp should hereafter free every letter from 
any additional charge, notwithstanding that it had been carried for a part of its 
course by the regular post, and for part by the district dawk. This we consider 
to be the only principle on. whipb, in fairness, the Government can treat letters 
conveyed by the district dawks; which are for the IXU>st part maintained without 
expense to Government, and which, though organized and necessarily kept up for 
the public service, have yielded a considerable surplus revenue ever since they were 
opened to the public. ' 

,353. All 'postage on letters passing through the district dawks will, if OUr 
recommendation be adopted, be either prepaid in stamps, or charged double if 
unpaid: In the former case the receipts will merge in tbe General Post·office 
Stamp Revenue, and in the latter they should be either remitted to the nearest 
post-office,. or credited in 'account to the de"partment. AU separate accounts of 
district. dawk postage should cease. Under this arrangement, there ,vould be no 
apparent revenue from district dawks; but the extent to which they contribute 
to the support of the post·office can always be ascertained f!"Om the number of 
letters passing through them, and the !lmount so shown may be held aV!lilable, 
where necessary, for their improvement~ . , 

354, ~n the Bombay Presidency the facilities afforded to the public by these 
dawks are confined to communications between the Budder or principal station in 
a district, and the places at which the subordinate I"evenue or police officers of 
Governmen~ are located; but, as a periodical communication is kept up between 
such places and every villag~ in the same local division, there would be no 
difficulty in arranging for the transmission of letters to and from each village by 
means of the cbowkedars, or village watchman, as is now done in the North-west 
Provinces and Madras. It would not be practicable, nor is it necessary, to keep 
up a..daily communication between the district office and every villag-e; all that is 
requisite is to provide the means for the transmission of the correspondence of tbe 
rural population eventually, and Viith certainty to its destination. 

• 355. In the North.west Provinces and Madras, although the district dawks are 
under the management of the magistrates and coliectors, they are to a certain' 
'extent superintended by the Postmaster.general, who corresponds with the local 
officers. receives from them returns of lettf'rs, and of receipts and disbursements, 
and suO"O"ests arrangements whereby thp. district dawks may be made more useful 
,auxilia~fes to the general post. To this extent we think the interference of the 
Postmaster-general Is advantageou!1, aud should be authorised generally throughout 
India; but, as we have already stated, it does not seem advisahle ~t presellt to 
deprive the collectol"S anel magistrates of the control they ~xerClse over tIle 
internal communications of their several districts. 

N3 RECAPITULA.TION. 
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356. Having thus disposed of the several points connect?d with th.e ~ubject of 
our inquiry, we beg to recapitulate the principal changes III the eXlstmg postal 
system of India which we have recommended in the course of our Report. 

• 1. An.unifonn half-anna rate of inland postage on letters not exceeding 
a 1- tolah in weight. 

I 2. Alteration in the scale 'of weight for inla.nd postage. 
3. Discontinuance of differential rates of postage in favouroflaw-papers, &C. 
4. Discontinuance of differential rates in favour of imported newspapers. 
5. Change in the mode of charging ship letter postage. 
6. Change in the scale of weight for charging ship newspaper postage. 
7. Consolidation of steam and inland postage on steamer letters. 
8. Compulsory use of stamps in all cases of prepayment. 
9. Enforced prepayment of letter postage by means of a double charge on 

unpaid retters. 
10. Alteration in the scale' of banghy postage both as to weight and 

dis~ance. 
I I. Uniform pamphlet postage of one anna on parcels not exceeding 

20 tolahs. 
12. Consolidation of steam and inland postage on books, pamphlets, &c. 
13. Entire abolition of franking. and charge of postage on official letters to 

public departments. 
14. Extension of the exclusive privilege of the post-office in respect to 

lettere. 
15. Reorganization of post-office establishments. 
16. Disconnexion ot"Postmasters-general from the Presidency Post -offices. 
17. Simplification in the process of receiving and delivering lettefs. 
18. The use of letter-boxes, and discontinuance of the practice of giving 

receipts for ordinary letters. 
19. Entire discontinuance of the detailed registry of ordfnary letters. 
20. Special registration of letters. -
21. More extended use of accelerators, and increase in the number of 

delivery peons. 
22. Increase in thl:' number of receiving-houses. • 
23. Improvement in the present mode of keeping accounts. 
24. Prl:'paration of a general manual for the guidance of postmasters. 
25. General use of transit bags. 
26. Establishment of sorting offices. 
27. Introduction of a system of fines. 
28. Extension and improvement of the district dawks. 

357. 'Ve have prepared the draft of an Act for carrying out the proposals we 
have made in the Report, and also a code of subsidiary rules for the guidance of 
the department, and the information of the'public, on such points as the Act does 
not provide for, Opposite each section ()f the Act and rules, will be found a 
brief explanatory remark, either stating the grounds upon which the clause is 
recommended, or referring to the proper paragraphs in the body of the Report. 
The App~ndix contains figured statements embodying in a convenient form the 
informa.tion we have collected, and the calculations we have made, and the sepa
rate memorandum drawn up by each Commissioner relative to matters on which 
we have not come to an unanimous conclusion. and to ihose more particularly 
connected with the several Presidencies. 

We have, &c .• 

(signed) w. Courtney, } 
H. Forbes, Commissioners. 
Cecil Beadon. 

APPENDIX~ 
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Appendix (A.), No. 1. 

RETURN of the Number of Paid' aud Unpaid LETTERS, LAW-PAPERS, &c., and NEWSPAPERS, &c., and of SERVICE and 
FREE COVERS, of all Chargeable Weights, dis patched by Inland Post from all the Post-offices in the Lower Provinces 
of the Bengal Presidtlncy, in Four Weeks. ' 
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Appendix (A.), No.2. 

RETUR. of the Number of Paid and Unpaid LETTERS, LAW-PA.PBRS, &c., and NEWSPAPERS, &c.r and of SERVICE and FBBB 

COVERS, o( all Chargeable Weights, dispatched by Inland Post from all the Post-oflices in the North-west Provinces, in 
Four Weeks .. 

LETTERS ~OST PAID. 
. : 

~ ~ .& oil 
~ m oil ~ j ~ ~ .! oil ~ -3 -i ~ 'i . ~ 'i ~ 'i ~ 

.. m ~ oS ~ 'i ~ ~ 'C ~ '0 'C 'C 'C 'C ~ 'C " 'C 
~ ~ 

'C 'C 
~ ~ ~. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 'C 'C ~ 'C ~ 'C ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .... .. ..... .... .... .. ...... ~ ..... ..... ..... ..... 

~ ~ 
... 

'" ~ o+t .... .... .. .. '" co ..to ..to .. , .. <D '" ... ... CD CD '" '" ... ... ... 
MILES. bO bO bO bO bO bO 'bO bO ... bO ~ .. bO .. .rr bO .. .. .. .. .. bO 

.~ .. E! TO'ULo 

i ~ 1 " 
.9 ~ " " " .9 ~ .9 i " " " .9 ~ " .S ~ ;a 

l' 1 ;a 

1 "" 1 al- "" 1 ;a 1 "" :.a "C "0 

8 8 8 .. 8 8 t II! :/- 8 II! :::: 8 8 
" 8 8 ~ ~ ~ ~ I! ~ I! ~ Il Il' I! .. Il Il M .. M 

~ ~Iil Il t .. .. .. " 'S ~ ~ 'S ~ 'S ~ ~ 'S ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ 1S .p - ~ Ii!; ;z; Z ;Z; ~ ~~~ < -- ----I--- --I--- ----------I-----I-----r- 1- -f--. 

1 1-Not dceediug 100 31851 8123 436 350 123- 124- 30 78 27 15 9 10 10 2 2 3 3 1 - 4 - 2 3 41206 

" 200 20574 5982 320 193 42 67 18 20 9 ., 2. 7 5 6 4 5 - 2 1 J 1 1 2 2 7 27283 

" 300 9098 3087 )39 147 26 2( 9 ,9 3 1 - 1 1 1 1 10 I - 1 - - - - - 1 12557 
,. 500 9422 3e53 279 215 63 61 32 27 7 5 2 L - - 1 3 1 3 - - - - - - 4 13999 .. 700 3746 1933 136 90 13 18 4 3 1 - - - - - - 1 1 1 - - - - - - I 5948 
, .. 900 2469 1497 104 89 31 18 2 5 2 2 1 2 - - - 1 - - - - - ,- I 2 - 4226 

". noo 11133 2099 no .36 18 iii 8 6 - 2 , - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 4129 
: ,po 1300 931 1062 59 25 19 15 9 - - - - I - -

=\ 
~ - - - - - - - - - 2121 .. 1500 424 397 15 6 - - 2 - - - - - r - - - - - - - - - - - 845 

1500 and upw&I'd. 292 15S 6 9 - 1 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 467 
---------- --

148\""49f32 ------I--
112 

~ --
'tOTAL . - 80640 28191 1608 1160 335 ~60 U5 14 23 17 9 8 I 23 6 7 215 3 6 17 112761 

. 

LETTERS BEARING POST 4-GE. 

Not uceeding'lOO 64284 7306 230 272 94 130 ,56 

"1" 
96 3 39 1 20 I 26 4 21 4 12 1 11 12 5 60 72806 .. 200 47412 4515 171 89 34 20 7 9 6 13 ... 2 I 1 1 3 - 1 - 1 8 2 - I 52300 

"" 
300 20855 • 2636 112 69 20 42 1 5 5 6 1 3 - 2 I 2 - 1 - 1 - - - - - 23761 

" DOO 19633 2939 162 89 80 9 4 9 2 3 3 J 2 3 1 1 - 1 - 1 - - 1 - 4- 22898 

" 700 6356 lI96 89 38 10 2 3 5 1 - - - - - - - - - - - I - - - I 7702 

" 900 3136 772 70 25 'I - 1 - - - - - - - - ~ - - - 1 - - - - - 4011 .. 1100 ' 1262 521 40 28 9 1 - 1 1 - - - - .,. I - - - - - - - - - - 1864 
1300 484 2117 19 11 1\ 1 - 1 - - - - - - - :... 1 - - - - - - - - 727 " 1500 169 60 3 2 - - - - - -; - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 134 

1500 ,.,;~ U~~rd8 449 -98 2 1 1 - t - - - - - - .. - I - - - - - - - - - 553 
-------- ---- --=----~ - - 5j33 - - r-;-,-I---

TOTAL . - 164040 20250 898 624 208 205 73 76
1

99 i118 7 45 4 26 5 24 4 16 10 1311P 5 67 186858 

LAW-PA PERS , &c., POST PAID - , c., LAW PAPERS & BEARING POSTAGE . . -- ------
~ ~~ 

,; 

~ ~ ,; 
~ ~ ~ ~ 'i ~ 

~ 'C 
~ 'C ~ '0 'C i-t <-

~ E! 'C ~ 
~ ~ 

~ 
.. ~ .. .. j - ~ ~ CD to '" co to '" ... ... 

TeuLo MILES. .. .. bO bO' ~ "0 MILES. .. .r .. ... ~ 
~ .9 .9 CI' TorAL. i " 1 "" 1 

;a :a ~ "" ;a 1 . ! 5 :: .. - § I ~ 8- .. ... 
M Il til til = = .. Il .. : " .. 

'i: ~ :i 'S ~ 
.. 'S 'i: ~ 'S ~ 

~ .. ... z Z ~ . Z ~ ~ Z z, oe:--- ~ --I-- ----I---f-- -
Not uceeding 100 - 3 - , - -i - - 3 Not exceeding 100 - - - 1 - - - 1 

200 . 1 4 - - - - 5 " 
200 - 2 1 - - - - 3 

" 300 . 5 - 2 _, J - - 8 ,. 300 - - - - - - - -" 500 - 19 'I 6 - 2 - 34 .. 500 . 2 1 4 - - - 7 .. 
700 1 1 1 3 700 - - - - - - - -- - - - .. 

" 901r-~- 2" --2·· _900_ ~ _3 1 1 - - - 5 - ~ , .. - -- ~,~- -- . -- .... -- -.. - noo - - - - - - -noo - - - - - - - " -" 1300 - - - - - - - -1300 - - - - - - - - " " 3 1500 . - - - - - - '-" 
1500 - 1 . 2 - - - . - ,,-

1500 and upwarda - - - - - - - 1500 and upward • - - - - - - - -
------I-

~. 
---- I---I-

TOTAL 32 q 9_ __ 2._ .»8_ .. ___ ..!.O!.A~ • - 7 3 6 - - - 16 - - _ ..... 
- .- . 

o 



106 PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

• 
NEWSPAPERS, &c., POST PAID. NE , c., WSPAPERS & BEARING POSTAGE . 
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" 300 1066 10133 487 1846 175 435 76 867 4) 162 14 100 11 59 8 63 "23 4 77 3 18 2 67 259 15500 

" 500 1276 12894 558 1601 192 447 87 258 38 120 28 101 22 51 11 82 12 33 13' 81 7 29 3 73 !78 18295 

" 700 846 8528 230 822 87 161 '26 125 17 661 8 54 5 17 Ii 2" 2 2J 8 ]8"J 10 _ 23 97 11193 

.. ·900 549 4810 213 53J 68 137 16 106 13 74 20 38 9 25 8 47 7 11 2 63 5 4 2 .22 66 6841 

.~ 1100 253 3598 139 630 65 2J2 22 !39 29 118' 36 56 52 33 " 65 7 15 10 39 1 12 2) 22 66 5633 

.. 1300 58 2266 76 89'5 31 139 9 86 10 59 2 42 - 17 1 41~ 20 1 26 1 14 _ 31 191 3507 

.. 1500 46 1062 J9 80 "18 5 22 1 5 - 16 - 2 _ 9 _ _ 10 - _ 1 8 6 1314 

1500 aDd upwards 65 7.476 22 34 12 5 - 5 1 J 11 - - _ 1 _ _ 2 0 _ _ 1 4 1640 -,----1-- f--- I---~ i"i)';'- I-I- ~ 
TOTAL '0 0 8076 85)574373,17181 1858,4610 670,3674 4691913,249 1361209 643 134913 89327 ,114 120975

1
269 7611833098 J37920 

FREE AND SERVICE GAZETTES. - - " "' . 
.. 

oil ,; 
.;; .II 

~ -:i -:i -:i -:i '0 l2 r- OO ~ r-.... ~ CIt -! co II) C!> ... .., ... JIll LE S. .~ 
.., 

'.ff 011 .!f .9 .s ~ Tor ... r.. 
'i ~ ..., oa "" 3 I: 'il iI J !2 .. " 111 ~ .. .. .. .. .. 
~ ~ ii .. 

~ 
0 

" ~ Z -. Not ueeedin~ 20 '0 - . 5, - ! - 2 1 64 . .. "00 . . 0 2513 32 17 28 38 186 2814 . . 
4C1O alld upwatdl - - . 1056 68 32 30 23 22 123i . T07AL - - 3628 I 100 51 58 63 209 4109 

Ceeil Beadon., ColDJDiaaioaei. 



POSTAL COMMUNI~ArIQJvJ &c! I~ ~NDIA. 1°7· 

Appendix (A.), No.3. 

R BTUIlN ohhe N UIl)be.r of Paid and Unpaid LETTEllS, LA. W-PAPEBS, &c., and N EWSPAPEBB, &c., and of SERVICE and FIlEE 

,COVERS, of all Chargeable Weights,' dispatched by Inland POBt from all the Post-offices in the llfadrfU Presidency, in 
,Four :Weeks. 

LET~ERS POST PAID. 

, 

~ 
.. '" ,Z ~ .. .. 4 ~ .. 

~ j' .. 
·f 

-:a ~ -:a .. .. 
~ -:a ~ -:a .. ,Z .. -:a ~ -:i .. j -:a -:a ~ -:a co '0 ~ ~ '0 '0 '0 '0 -a '0 '0 '0 co '0 '0 '0 ~ ~ '0 

~ ~ 'a ~ E-o '0 ~ ~ E-o E-o Eo< Eo< E-o Eo< E-o Eo< .... ~ - E-o Eo< .... .... E-o ... Eo< .... ..... .... Eo< -:: ;!;' ~ ~ ~ ... 
= 

m ..,., ... ... ... .. .. .. ... ... <c '" ... ... CD '" 
... ... ... ... ... -:a MILES. ~ .. ~ f 

.. .. .. .. .. :r .. .. .. .. 
f 

.. .. .. .Ff .. .. 
f 

.. .. TOTAL 
~ .. ,9 i .9 " " ,9 

~ " ~ " " 1 " i 
'0 

1 i :a :;; "" 1 
:;; :; 

'" 1 1 .., :;; 

1 
Eo< 

! 
.. 

8 II 'il ~ ~ 8 il il = :I .. B' 11 
~ U II II II II 13 = ~ II .. .. Iii Iii II Iii u l! .. .. .. 

~ 
.. ~ .. 

'l! 'l! .. 
'l! 'l! ~ 

.. 
~ ~ 

.. 
~ ~ 

-;; ~ ~ 'l! 'l! 'l! 'l! !; 
~ ~ ~ 0 ~ 0 

i2i ~ Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z -- ~ --.-r-- r-- ..------ ---. r--
-:T=-

- '-- -
Not exceediog 100 46286 8555 406 155 61 41 16 8 8 " 6 3 1 1 1 I - - I 5 5 55567 .. 200 19842 3835 217 66 31 7 12 4 4 3 1 - 1 1 - 1 - - 1 - 1 1 4 24032 .. 300 10401 3480 193 67 25 )0 5 5 4 1 - - - 1 - 2 - 1 - - - - - - 1 14196 .. 500 7085 3654 194 56 18 8 7 4. 1 - 3 - - 1 - - 1 - - 1 1 - - - 4 11038 

" 700 1956 1020 53 19 3 1 2 - I 1 - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 3057 .. 900 982 716 73 26 7 6 2' 1 1 3 - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 1 1819 .. noo 351 231 18 9 4 1 2 1 - 1 - - - - - - -. - - - - - - - - 618 .. 1300 91 54 2 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 149 
.. 1500 117 62 - 1 1 - _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 181 

1500 and upwards 9 1J I 

15~ il ~ - - .- - - - - - - - 21 

"23119 lora i- I- .-- - - ----Tour. - -87120 21618 1157 401 13 3 5 1 4 I 1 2 6 I 3 1 l 15 110678 

LETTERS BEARING POSTAGE • 
. 

Notexceediog 100 29602 8760 182 85 36 26 9 11 3 5 3' 3 1 4 2 - I - - 1 - - - 1 14 33749 

" 200 16832 1746 84 80 18 9 .. '2 3 2 - 3 1 - - - I - ~ - I - - - l' 18737 

" 300 11197 2057 110 30 18 4 4 2 12 3 :; 1 - 1 .1 - - - - - - - - - 4, 13449 .. 500 8019 1936 llO 25 12 7 I> 1 '- 3 I 
'I 

1 1 - ' 1 - -, - - - - - - 3 10125 
700 2868 551 35 14 3 3 - 2 1 - , - - - - - - - - - - - - - -' 3478 .. 

-900 1296 349 24 6 - 3 I - - - I· 
_. - - - '- - .,. - -- - '- - - - 1680 .. 

1100 468 172 15 I; 4 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 666 .. 
. 1300 143 4L 2 - - - - - - r-: 1- - - - - - - - - - - - - - <- 186 .. 

1500 160 38 8 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 201 .. 
1500 and upward. 13 12 1 1 - - - - - -' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 27 

170598 ----
19

1
13 8/ 31-1 

---:-r:-PTI' --
TOTAL - - 10662 566 196 91 li4 23 18 10 3 II 2 - - 1 22 82298 

LAW-PAPERS, &c., POST PAID. . , LAW-PAPERS, &c., BEARING POSTAGE. 

~ ~ -,Z . .. 
~ .. .§ .§ -:i -:a oG . -:a ~ '0 '0 .. -a ~ '6 

E-o '0 '0 E-o E-o ~ Eo< E-o Eo< E-o 
~ .§ '#r :! :2 ~ 

... ... ... ... ... ... 
IIIILES. 

.. ... 
TOTAl.. MILES. .. .. :f TOU.L. .. .. .. .. .. '0 ~ .. . .S ~ " " - " .9 .9" .9 E-o :,; 1 1 :;; Eo<. :;; 

1 1 1 '" :I! I 
... 8 8 !l :2 ... .. 

= 
.. 

~ .&I tl .. M l! .. ... .. . .. 
~ ~ 'l! " ~ ~ 

.. 'l! 'l! ~ ~ . ~ ~ Z .0 
Z Z ..: , 

f---------- , --I--- r---
Not exceediog 100 . 102 15 6 3 - - 126· Not exeeediog 100 - 39 6 .6 1 - I 53 

200 - 26 8 6 8 1 2 46 .. 200 - II I 8 II 1 3 21 .. 
2- 3 8 18 300 - 11 5 3 3 1 - 23 301l - 10 - II .. 

13 10 i 1 5 80 5011 - 20 3 - - 2 - 25 500 - - . .. .. 
1 6 2 I - 10 700 - 3 - 1 - - ..! 4 . 700 - - .. 

" 900 4 - - - 4 900 - 2 - - - - -- 2 - - - II .. - - - "- 1I00 - 'I. - - - - - . 1 1100 - - - - .. 
" - - - - . .. 1300 - 3 - - - - - 8 1800 - - - -.. - - - 1500 - - - - - - - -1500 - - - - - 1500";~ opwarda 
.. - -1500 and upward. - - - - - - - - - - - - - --------------- - I I-

TOTAL 156 41 15 9 3 10 234 TOTAL - . 90 15 13 6 4 4 13! - . -
87. 



108' 'PAPERS ,RELATING' !TO. THE ~ 

NEWSPAPERS & POST PAID • c., . NEWSPAPERS, &c., BEARING POSTAGE. 

. 
ol ,,; 
.; .. 

~ ~ ~ 
'0 .; 

~ 
'0 ... '0 ... 

""" 
,... ... 

~ 
~ .. 

~ .. ... CO> ~ 

To .... r.. 'MILES. .. .. .. .. .. 
" .9 ~ .S " ... 
1 

:a ." .., .. 
til .. z :2 IS " ~ H ~ .. : .. .. .. 

;g ;g "6 "6 "(; 0 
.<> 

Z Z Z .., 
I 1---------

~ ~ 
01 ,~ ~ j '0 '0 ... ~ 0 ... ... ...,. ... 

~ :2 .J ... ... CO> 

~ MILES. .. .. .. on .. TOTAL. 
.9- " " " " -g :a 1 :a i "" til z 
~ " ~ 

8 ... 
!i1 H .~ 1: .. .. 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
<c; 0 

.<> . Z Z .., 
1-- -. 

Not ueeediDg 20 · 45 6 4 J - - 56 Not exoe:ding 20 · 442 160 11 10 1 2 626 

~ 400 · 682 OJ 43 2 J J6 7'4 .. 400 · 9534 1743 171 S8 6 36 1I1i28 

400 and upwards · 206 10 L 3 1 /I 233 
,I-- - ----- I---

TOTAL . · 933 67 64 6 2 21 IOB3 

40.0 and upward. · 4359 657 . 75 28 2 28 Ii144 
1-- --I-- --I--TO'fAr. ~ • 14335 2560 .21i7 76 9 61 17298 

" 

FREE AND SERVICE.-LETTERS. 
. - . 01 .; j ~ j " -! ~, 

.; 
~ 

.; ~ .J 11 j 
~ 

.; 01 ~ 11- ~ j .. 11 ~ ~ ~ ..; 
~ 

,~ 
~ .; ~ 11 '0 '0 .. 

~ ~ '0 ~ '0 ..!I '0 E! '0 
~ ... ~ ... ~ '0 ... '0 ... '0 ~ '0 '0 ... ... '0 '0 ... 

Eo< 
-0 ... ... ... ... ... ~ ... ... .... - , Eo< - .... .... - .... .... ~ ~ ... ... .. 

~ ".!' .... ...... 
~ CD ..... ... .. .. .. .. '<II ... "" "" 

.., .., "', CD CO> CO> ... ... ... 
MIL J1! S. .. .. 

~ 
.. . Sf .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ~ .. .. .. 

"a TOTAL. ,co .S " .9 " .9 " " .9 ~ ~ .S " " " " .S .S ~ ~ .9 :a :a .., :a 1 -<a :a :a :a :a .., 
1 1 ..., ... 

~ 1 ! I 
.. 1 3 

-g, 
~ 1- z til 1 8 il ! 

.. .. Z :l 3 .. , .. 
B ~ 8 " g. g " " " ... 

H ~ .. 11 ~ H .. H ~ 11 !i1 tl II ~ ~ .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

~ 

~ 'S 'l> .. 'l> 'l> ~ 'tl ... 
ol 

.. 'l> 'S ~ 'l> 'S 'S 0 

~ ~ ~ ~ Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z· z z ~ z z z Z :,.- -'---------I------- - - .-- I- --I-- --
Not exceeding 100 14215 12876 2959226/ 856 756 411 368 208 216 168 179 107 116 97 112 70 98 80 64 47 52 IiO 100 488 26883 .. - 1100' 2062 4037 ' 10601 "'09 Sil2 . 255 134 130 68 124 61 66 .29 29 43 34 21 29 30 27 6 13 17 2111i9 9476 

•• 800 2676 48ll 10/141 582 868 289 178 163 98 128 80 62 59 58 78 68 31 46 48 31 27 23 80 82275 11299 

•• 500 3468 4630 ll66

1

626 359 249 172 127 94 130 58 iii 50 50 80 54 81 41 73 23 20 28 17 95131 11823 

'f 700 1936 1661 389 247 99 97 45 35 22 44 12 27 I7 16 25 19 12 24 20 ]3 5 6 I 8 46 4826 - - . 
900' 966 775 119 64 39 36 13 5 7 311 10 8 22 7 8 17 o. 4 8 " '5 2 ~ 3 1 66 2279 

~ 1100 280 319 ' III 57 29 19 19 9 9' 32 6 12 6 16 17 7 " 
12 12 '1 2 

r 
3 87 1080 

•• 1800. ·45 89 21 12 9 9 

~. 
2 2 4 1 2 2 2 - 1 " 2 1 - 5 225 -.. 1500· 86 129 11 12 10 l! 7 2 2 8 4 1 - 3 2 l! ] - 2 - - - 1 10 290 

1500 IIJId npwards --29 20 . 2 1 -- - - -'I - - - - 1 - - - - 63 
---' ----

110
1
127 ]22 

~ 

TOr.&L . - 15762 29347 6992 4561 2091 1712 982,827 1i05 711 39' 3Q9 274 292 366 298 114 259 281 ,172 26] ]212 68234 

_ .FREE .AND SERVICE GAZETTES • 

.; 

~ 
.; ,~ ~ .g ~ '0 ... '0 '0 ~ ~ , - .... Eo< .' .. .., CO> ~ :2 -! 1'.IJLES. ~ .. ... 

.~ ... TO'I'Ar. • .a " ~ ;z 1 • " .., :a . ~ ~ ~ il :2 
1;1 " 11 H .. .. , .. .. .. .. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

0 

Z .<> 
-< 

-~- -
Not e"ceediug 20 - . 

15 2 4 I · · - - - 21 

-.. 400· . .... · · 711 53 22 5 1 6 998 
-400 and upwards •• ~ · · 511 23 141 2 2 II 690 

TOUL I 1237 78 . . . -367 7 3 17 1709 

CecillletUitm, Commieaiouer •. 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &c. IN INDIA . 
• 

Appendix (A.), No.4. 

RETURN of the Number of Paid and Unpaid LETTERS, LA.W-PAPERS, &c., and NEWS\>A.PEllS, &c., and of SEllVICE and FBEE, 
COVERS, of all Chargeable Weights, dispatched by Inland Post from all the Post-offices in the Bombay Presidency, in 
Four Weeks~ 

LETTERS POST PAID. 
-----

oil 
~ .a oil ~ oi 

~ 
oil '" ~ oil 

oil 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
.: . ~ . 

f 
-.., oil ~ ~ ~ ~ 

~ 
~ ~ .; ~ ~ ~ '0 '0 C C '0 '0 '0 C '0 Eo< Eo< '0 '0 '0 Eo< ~ r. c Eo< ~ C Eo< "0 Eo< ~ Eo< '0 Eo< Eo< ... "- - E-< Eo< Eo< E-< Eo< E-< - ~ '!' .... - ~ - .... .... .... .... ~ ~ .. 

= 
oil - ... .. .. 0') 0') ... ... '" '" '" .... ... '" GO '" '" .. .. ~ MIL_ESt. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. ... .. .. .. ... ~ .. ... ... ... :fI' .. ... .~ 

.. TOTAL • 

i :a- 1 i ~ 1 
... i ~ ~ " ~ ~ " .. :a " 1 

.. " i 
'0 

:a 1 :a :a 1 1 :a 1 :a .., Eo< 

i! i! I " i! ~ i! :: :: I i! I !! :l 8 
~ ~ ~ .. " .. ;: .. 

11 11 .. 11 r.1 11 .. 11 11 II II 11 11 ~ " " " " 
~ ,; '& '& '& '& ~ '& g '& ~ '& - '& .. 'l!i '& '& 'cl 'cl '& '& - '& .. 

~ C>- o .... 
Ii!: Z Z Z Z z a z z ..... z z z z z z z z Z -.: --~ ----------------- ----------r- - r-- - - I-I--

'ot ""ceeding 100 6984 4440 425190 96 66 32 9 12 14 Ii 6 1 12 2 4 II 3 2 5 7 6 4 2 16 12354 .. 200 3371 1930' 16°1 90 65 39 40 27 25 14 26 4 15 6 5 18 2 2 3 15 4 I 5 2 10 5879 .. 300 1715 970 124 73 39 21 13 5 3 I 2 1 2 - - - - - - ,.. - - - - 2 2971 .. 500 2179 1388 176134 62 57 36 42 14 25 23 '14 7 7 9 2 2 - 2 5 I 1 l!; - 3 4189 .. 700 922 700 104 63 20 17 7 3 4 1 - 1 1 I - - 1 - - - - - 1 - - ]846 .. 900 623 850 72 37 19 15 10 7 ;; 3 3 2 1 1 - 3 I - 2 2 - 1 1 - 2 1659 

" JlOO 142 91 4 2 1 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 241 .. 1300 2S2 308 60 31 9 5 6 2 2 - - 1 - - - .. - - 1 - - - I - - 708 .. 1500 24 19 - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 45 
500 and upward. 10 10 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2) -- -I----=-

1126/62'2 - ------- - ---- - 27f I--
TOTAL - - 16252 10706 311 221 144 95 65 liS 59 29 27 27 16 27 17 5 10 8 12 4 33 29913. 

LETTERS BEARING POSTAGE. 

lot exceeding 100 19610 7186 364 146 103 52 42 22 9 12 8 5 4 3 " - - 1 '3 2 - - 1 1 5 27683 

" 200 11507 3609 190 105 40 28 II 17 '1 17 5 8 3 3 4 5 4 2 5 - 1 2 2 1 6 15582 .. ,300 4730 191)5 92 43 8 5 4 6 2 - 2 1 2 - - 2 - - - - - 1 - - 'I 6sa4 

" 500 4523 2985 161 67 13 6 4 4 2 1 2 2 2 - - 1 - I - 1 - - - - - 7775 . 
•• '100 1824 1507 62 13 12 5 5 - 1 - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - 3430 

" 900 1667 2e04 188 47 27 13 5 2 3 3 1 - 2 1 -- 2 - - .., I - - - - 2 47611 
-II '1100 825 2479 149 22 9 3 3 4 3. 1 2 - 2 - - - 1 - - 1 - - - - 1 3505 

OJ 1300 668 3294 ~51 ,78 41 28 ,10 2 6 9 4 I II 3 1 - I - - - - - - - - ,4308 

" 1600 106 1i24 III 4 - - - - 1 1 - - 1 - , - - - 1 - - ... - - - - 653 
500 aDd DpwardS - I 8 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 

---------- --57"1-;;-/"44 f-- - "IW lof"iof"6 --,- ------ - I---
TOUL - - 45861 26346 1472 526 258 140 84 24 17 li 8 I> I 13 3 2 15 74462 

LAW-PAPERS, &c., POST PAID. 

TOTAr.. 

~ ~ 
-'-----I~I- ---1---1--....,1---1--..... 
!iot exceeding 100 

" 200 
" 300 

• " eOO 
.. .00 
.. 900 
.. HOO 
" 1300 
" 1500 

1500 aDd upward. 

TOTAL - -

8i· 

6 
4 
2 
a 

II 
1 
3 
1 

1 
2 

2 
I 
1 

2 
1 
1 

.2 
1 

5 
10 
8 
II 
1 
4 

2 

---"'--I--- -1---1---1"--
18 12 7 Ii :I 46 

LAW.PAPERS, &c., BEARING POSTAGE. 

~ 
~ TOTAr.. MILES. 

~ 

" t 
:;'ij 

------f--;-----------
Not exceeding 100 -

• " 200-
.. SOO--
" 500-
,. 700-
.. 900-

• iJ 1\00-
" 1300-
" 1500 -

1500 and upwa~d. -

TOTAL • -

19 
2 

6 

4 
1 
1 
1 

6 

2 

3 

, 
27 
6 
1 
3 
1 

14 

.. ---1---1----1-------"281 12 6 2 2 3 62 



110 PAPERS RELATING TO THE 
-

NEWSPAPERS, &c., PO~T PAID. NEWSPAPE , c., RS & BEARING POSTAGE 

-
~ .; j ~ -3 
~ 

..; 
~ "0 

"0 ~ 
..." ~ 

~ 
.., .; . ... '" ... ... ... .. 

MILES. .., .., ... "" 
.., 

~ TOTAl. :a " 1 .S! .9 ;a .., 
1 I II I 

., 
.~ " 

... 
III : .. 

~ ~ 
.. 11 0 

~ ~ ... 
Z "'I 

I--- I-

-=-1-:-Note.J:~ 20 - 74 9 

.; 

~ -3 ~ ~ ..; 
"0 "0 ~ ~ ~ 

"0 ~ 
..." ~ 

~ 
.., .; 

'" ... ... .. ..; 
MILE S. .. .., .., ... ... "0 TOTAL • 

~ ~ .9 .9 i Eo< ." ." 

~ i! I ~ :2 
II = III II t 
~ ~ 11 -& 11 

~ Z Z Z ------ I-

Not exceeding 20 2 I - . - - - 4 -
.. 400 - 191 84 13 10 2 - 300 " 

400 - 9021 1693 211 116 43 14 11098 

400 lDd upward. _ 13802 6466 643 304 76 74 202q6 ------I---- -TOTAl. - - 22897 7168 764 420 119 88 31446 

400 aud upward.s 236 66 16 6 1 2 317 
1-----------

TOT"L - - 429 1.42 29 16 3 2 621 

FREE AND SERVICE LETTERS. . . 

Not exceediDg 100 117611216 28991867 1133 864 498 671> 336 363 235 298 185 226 165 177 96 137 87, U9 76 86 70 1131161 24142 

" 200 729 4818 1320 902 474 476 306 252111; 117 75 71 29 61 39 60 28 27 21 27 19 15 13 24 231 10238 

" 300 370 2015 622 440 241 263 180 109 69 62 34 60 17 31 14 32 15 21 9 12 6 ~ 2"7 96 4681 

.. 600 614 3371 772 676 346 290 163 127 66 134 46 72 39 44 20 42 7 18 11 28 4 9 8 P 119 7029 

II 700 334 1618 • 263 142 146 71 40 40 11 22 9 17 10 6 5 7 1 3 - 1 1 3 I 1 19 27iO 

" 900 406 2681 ,449 296 141 162 • 86 65 29 32 20 29 18 46 20 13 9 12 7 8 6 '1 'I ? 1 0 • 46~2 
.. 1100 201 1768 317 126 75 67 27 13 9 10 14 6 3 Ii 1 2 I 3 1 4. 2 1 I - 26 2611 

.. 1300 168 1681 394 128 83 64 9 23 14 9 18 19 8 7 3 3 6 6 4. " 6 _ 6 2 86 2688 

II' 1500 25 507 165 32 13 7 3 2 2 6 - - - - - - - 1 - - - .,. Jl __ l7 781 
UOO aDd upward. 36 57 17 4 2 1 1 1 1 1 - - - - - 1 - - _ _ _ _ _ 121 . ----------1--1-----1--- ___ -__ _ 

TOTU - - 404829732 721846122654226512621197651 756 460 671 309 414 267 337 162 227 ao 198 1.201251101631805 /i9773 • I 

FREE AND SERVICE GAZETTES. 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
.. .,;; 

.;l 
"0 "0 ~ "0 "0 ~ ~ ~ ..." 

~ .., 
-3 .., 

CD '" ... 
MILES. J ... 

.~ ... 
~ TOTAl.. i ;; "0 

." ;a ~ • l! 8 . 
I :2 e " II 

III = III 

! ~ .~ ~ :l ~ 
Not exceeding ,110 - - - - - - - - - -400 - -. 550 ., - 302 277 ! 1 , 1136 
400 and upward. . - . - 425 237 171 9 10 14 - 866 

TOTAl. . - 976 539 448 11 11 18 2002 

Cecil Bead 011, CommiaaioJler. 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &c. IN INDIA. 111 

Appendix .(A.), No.5. 

RETURN' of the Number of Paid and Unpaid LEI'TERS, UW-PA.PERS, &c., and NEWSPAPERS, &c., and of RERVICE and FaEB 
, COVERS, of all Chargeable Weights, dispatched by Inland Post from all the Post·offices in Indio" in Four Weeks. . 

LETTERS POST PAID. 

MILES. 

Not exc.eding 100 108143 30826 1811 952 384 309 124 124 68 46 31 34 17 21 9 13 16 8 8 16 10 12 4 6 32 143024 

" 200 66599 16833 1020 482 ]81 ]44 96 64 4., 84 84 14 28 J6 10 26 5 5 6 17 
~I~ 

8 6 21 75694 
u 300 26309 9758 603 352 110 69 40 23 12 5 3 3 4 3 1 13 2 I 1 I 1 - 4 37318 .. 600 24208 1I631 860 495 179 170 84 79 31 34 31 16 9 9 10 7 5 4 3 6 3 1 -. 1 I1 37877 
OJ 700 8193 4443 350 194 46 45 16 9 7 2 - 3 1 2 - 1 2 .1 - - - - 1 - 1 13317 

" 900 5074 3771 293 161 64 42 16 14 8 8 4 " 2 1 - 4 1 - 2 2 - - 2 2 3 9478 .. 1100 3119 3036 192 74 32 18 15 7 3 3 - I - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 6501 .. 1300 2361 2190 184 92 45 2~ 22 10 3 - - 4 1 1 - 1 - - 1 - - - 1 - - 4944 .. 1500 762 608 26 11 I - 2 - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - :- - - - - 1411 
J500 and upwards 829 206 8 9 1 2 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 556 --------------33Oi75rnliii3 79"f68 ""53'70'"\"65 

f---f--- ----- - --
TOTAL - - 235097 83302 5337 2822 1043 827 416 31 119 21 42 18 15 17 15 73 330120 

I I . 

LETTERS BEARING POSTAGE. 

Not exceeding 100 145270 S02ba 1358 792 358, 292 ]68 121 116 140 31 69 14 44 16 36 ]2 36 12 21 511 6 10 193 179271 
" '~OO 94771 15519 761 348 ]31 86 50 45, 28 45 13 .21 8 9 8 12 6 3 5 5 1 2 5 2 1 16 111910 .. 300 43549 8655 395 173 60 64 16 22 22 10 10 7 2 3 2 5 3 2 3 2 - 1 - - 7 53013 .. 500 40760 10438 580 243 73 43 17 23 6 J7 7 6 8 7 3 4 I 3 - 3 - - 1 - 7 52250 

" 700 13133 3853 233 79 31 12 10 8 3 2 - 2 - 1 2 - - - - - 1 - - - 1 17371 
900 8232 4618 353 ]06 42 22 ]0 3 4 4 2 - 2 ] - 2 1 - . - 2 - - - - 2 13406 

" 
" 1100 4053 8677 241 74 27 7 6 7 5 2 2 1 2 - 1 - 1 - - 2 1 - - ~ 1 8110 

" 1300 2964 4185 322 113 58 85 14 6 7 12 5 3 Jl 5 1 2 2 - - 1 - 1 - - - 7742 .. 1500 797 724 26 7 - 1 - - 1 1 - - 1 - - - 1 1 - - - - - -. - 11>60 
1600 ~nd upwards 478 122 3 3 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - 609 

------------- 235
1
192 --70

1
109 ----331'62 -' ----- - - --- - --

,TOTAL . 0 354007 82041 4272 1938 776 562 282 233 48 70 27 46 20 36 19 18 9 11 127 445242 
I 

LAW.PAPERS, &0., POST PAID • LA WoP APERS, &c., BEA R ING POSTAGE •. 

• . 
;i -! ~ ~ ~ ~ 

od 

.3 -3 -3 ..g -a '0 '0 ~ 
'0 '0 

E-< ~ '0 E-< E-< ~ ~ f:.o .f:.o - f:.o .. ... ,; ..... ~ ~ ~ .., '" . '" ... ... ..g eo '" '" MILES. o~ 
.., .., .., .., 

~ TOTAL. MIJ.E S. .~ 
.., .. .. .., 

'0 TOTAL • c ~ " oS oS oS " c . 
1 

:a :a "" "" 1 1 1 1 r-

~ I II! II! ~ § ~ 
~ !i ~ II II .. .. 

> - ~ ~ ~ ~ 1l -c; :.. 
~ ~ 0 

~ :< ~ .D 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Z Z ..: --.!--------r-- - --- -------

Not e"ceeding I (JO 0 127 23 11 9 1 6 177 Not exceeding 100 0 71 20 14 10 2 5 122 .. 200 0 48 27 25 10 1 B 119 .. 200 0 24 13 14 6 5 7 69 .. 300 - 32 10 12 4 } 7 66 .. 300 0 11 7 3 5 2 2 30 .. 500. 0 76 30 15 6 10 142 ., 500 - 30 6 9 - 2 1 411 .. . 700 - 6 6 3 3 1 - 19 " 
700 0 4 - 1 - - 1 6 .. POO - 7 1 2 1 - - 11 " 900 0 14 B 5 3 - - 30 .. 1100 - 3 2 1 2 - - 8 ." llOO - 2 - - 1 - - 8 

" 1300 . 6 2 3 - - - 11 " 
1300 0 5 - 1 - - - 6 

" lliOO - 1 2· - - - - 3 " 
1500 0 - - 2 - - - 2 

1500 and upward. 0 - - - - - - - 1500 and upwards 0 

;~ t - - - - - -
---------ir---- --f--

TOrAL . 0 306 103 72 35 9 • 81 1556 TOTAL 0 - 54 49 25 11 16 316 



112 PAPERS RELATING, TO THE 

NEWSPAPERS & POST PAID , c., NEWSPAPERS, &c., BEARING POSTAGE. . 
~ j .-

" -3 ~ 
'0 ~ ~ 

'0 
Eo< ~ 

'0 Eo< 

or Eo< co ::! 

~ co = -. MILES. l ~ l bD .. TOTAL • 

1 1 ~ 
I :: .. ::! 

~ .. 
tl ... II ~ .. .. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .c 
Z -< 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
01 
~ 

~ '0 '0 '0 Eo< Eo< - Eo< Eo< 

" co ::! 0) '" = ... 
~ l\IILES. or .. 

f 
.., ... TO'l,u .. " c .S 1, 1 1 1 .., ... .. = E .. .. 

~ ~ OS 'c; ~ Z Z ~ --:-'r-1 
--

- --
~ot exceeding 20 - 126 156 

.. 490 - 2619 373 82 16 6 16 8111 . 
400 and upWlll'llB - 2793 312 39 19 6 9 3177 

nq/i25f36 10 
~ 

TOTAL . - 5538 25 6444 

4 

N o~ exceeding 20 - 1131 220 13 11 1 " 1380 

.. 400 - 48465 6717 550 203 69 67 611071 

00 and up""r~. .. 35182 7340 804 353 79 103 43861 - ------- "'---TOTAL - - 84778 13277 1367 667 149 174 100312 

Ji'REE AND sERvrcn LETTERS.' 
p - - -- -- ~ "' ...... ~~ ....... - . 

~ j .; 
~ " 01 01 

,; 

~ ~ 4 ~ , .... .d .. ~ ~ ~ j ~ .. ~ .. .- ~ " ~ ~ ~ .. ~ ~ .:; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .. 
~ 

'0 '0 '0 '0 '0 '0 ~ ~ ~ '0 '0 ~ Eo< '0 ... ~ Eo< '0 Eo< '0 Eo< ~ Eo< '0 Eo< -Eo< Eo< Eo< ... Eo< Eo< ~ 
~ - - - '"'" .... - ...,. .... ~ s: ... 

~ ~ >+Ii ... co' ... .. "" "" "" ... ... co co- ... .... til ex> = = ... ... 
;MILES. 1. .. .. .. .r .. .r bD bn .. ... lID lID lID .. ... ~ "" ... 

f 
on 

f 
... ... 

~ To'uL. " " " " 1 :a .S .S " 1 ~ " " .S .S .S 1 " :a 1 :a- ] 1 11 '" .... :a =i 1 :a '" '" 'il 1 5 I ~ ~ $ ~ :l :: 
* ~ 

§ co !! .. 
~ 

.. :I .. ... .. tl .. .&1 &I " = tl II II II tl II " '" Il Il .. II j ", .. .. .. .. .. 
~, ~ ~ ~ 'It ~ ~ ~ 1; 1; 

~ ~ ~ 15 15 'l; !! 'l; .. 
~ ~ 15 ~ 'S 

Z Z Z Z Z Z Z z Z Z Z Z ~ z z < ----'- "'--------- - ~ ----- I---- --[---I-- --I----
Not exceeding 100 7981 67223 10465 1560r709 5305 1638 3683 1033 2102 669 1560 506 923 430 1043 307 601 314(110 216 379 195 1243 4271 132508 .. 200 4748 28145 3941 61881447 2101 715 1349 337 697 227 470 113 249 129 287 83 169 73 311 44 107 69 232 1036 63257 

" 
300 4356 19714 2541 3504 931 1316 455 738 234 435 168 281 115 IS3 118 198 61 132 68 J56 42 61 37 136 805 36784 

.. 600 5702 25562 2832 3979 1002 1424 548 741 237 47D 165 345 144 195 IJ9 241 61 179 101 161 37 91 32 227 771 45366 

" 
100 3685 14254 1016 1603 392 526 177 301 85 173 41 142 40 56 40 69 19 88 26 43 8 25 5 67 233 23104 

.. 900 2438 10122 971 1272 317 470 f41 227 59 179 56 98 44 97 51 81 26 110 27 86 16 22 12 40 366 17328 . .. 1100 801 , 6952 612 1118 179 390 72 210 DO 194 57 98 62 5B 22 74 13 86 24 69 6 19 lUi '27 233 J/4JiO 

.. J300 279 5590 639 1020 140 352 34 204 26 117 25 96 12 40 6 75 9 46 9 64 ,8 31 6 62 363 9143 .. 1500 166 2118 202 214 • 2B 53 16 38 6 28 4 21 8 2 15 I 5 2 10 1 - 2 13 37 2989 
500 and upward. 216 1649 : 46 47 17 8 1 9 2 Ii 1 11 1 - 2 - - 1 \I - 3 1 6 202S ----------------------[------- - ----i-- -"---

TOT.,1. - . 30872181329
1
23165 3454t! 8162 11944 3797 7500 2068

1

4400 1413 3122 1036
1
1809 917 2085 580 1416 645

1
2012

1
377

1
738

1
373 2028 81211~33967 

FREE AND SERVICE GAZETTES. 

~ ~ -! ~ ~ 
'0 i! Eo< ;! '0 ...... Eo< 

~ ::! .§ co co = 
MILES. f 

... ... ... .rf c 
~ " ~ TOTAt. 

=i :a "" ~ 
.. 

I ::! .. :I .. 
II tf II Il . 

E .,; 
~ ~ ~ ~ Z ~ -

Not exceeding 20 - - - 115 40 B 1 2 11 177 

.. 400 - . - 4249' 1267 69B 110 59' 905 728B 

400 and upward. . - - 3016 857 387 90 41 213 4604 -
TOTAl. . - 7380 2164 1093 lIOI lOll 1129 12069 

Cecil B.adon, eo.umiuio-. 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &c. IN INDIA. H3 

Appendix (A.), No.6. 

STJoTBMBNT of the Amount of Postage Due on"Chargeable LBTTBRS, LAw-PAPBRS, &c., dispatched by Inland Post froUl 
• all the Post-offices in India during Four Weeks, with a Calculation of the same for One Year. • . 

Bengal. 
North ..... tern 

I Madras. Provinces. Bombay. TU,",A'" 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Ra. a. p. Ra. a. p. 
24665 1 40068 2 6 23257 14 

-- - - - · - 21271 9 6 6 109262 11 6 Letters . 
, &C.-Law-papers . - · 208 1 - 49 14 -125 7 52 10 - - - 436 - -

TOTAL for Four Weeks - · 24873 2 '- 40118 - 61 21397 - 6 I 23310 8 6 109698 11 6 

',Letters - - - - - 321526 11 3 522317' - 7 277290 6 8 303183 6 8 1424317 9 2 

! &c.· . - · 2712 4 - 650 2 6 1635 2 8 686 - - 0683 9 2 . ~aw-papers 
. 

TOtAL for O_ne Year - . 11 324238 15 3 522967 3 1 1278925 9' 4 303869 6 8 1430001 2 " ----: 
Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 

Appendix (A.), No.7. 

STATEMBNT, showing the Amount of Postage that would have been realized on Chargeable LBTTERS, LAW-PAPERS,&C., 
dispatched by Inland Post from all the Post-offices in India at an uniform Rate of 1 Anna the Quarter Tolah, with 
an ascending Scale of 1 Tolah, 1 t Tolahs, 2 Tolahs, and afterwards by Tolab, for Four w" eeks and for One Year. 

Bengal. 
North-western 

Mad .... Bombay. T""'AL. Provin ..... 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Ra. 11.. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

- 15570- 1 - 23565 2 - 14950 1 - 10447 3 - 64532 7 -
Law-papers, &c. - - 350 6 - 55 2 - '275 10 - 86 12 - 767 14 -

I 

TOTAt for Four Weeks - - 15920 7 - 23620 4 - 15225 11 - 10533 15 -\ 65300 5 -
J 

- 202966 14 2 307188 3 9 194884 11 10 136186 8 9 841226 6 6 

Law-papers, - 4567 6 2 718 9 6 3592 15 6 1130 13 7 10009 12 9 

f!i TOTAL for One Year - - - 207534 4 4 307006 13 3 198477 11 4 137317 6 4 851236 3 3 

N.B.-The effect of aiopting this scheme would be to raise the postage on 4,210,236, to ll'aveit unaltered on 2,436,974, 
and to lower it on 3,460,186 inland letters passing through the Post-office in one year. The postage on all Law-papers, &c., 
would also be raised. 

Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 

p 



I 

PAPERS RELATING TO. THE, 

Appendix. (A.), No.8 .. 

STATEMENT, showing the Amount of Postage that would have been realized on Chargeable LETTERS, LAW-PAPERS, &c., 
dispatched by Inland Post from all the Post-offices in India at an unifi'rm Rate of Half an Anna the Quarter Tolah, 
with an ascending Scale of Half a Tolab, 1 Tolah, 1 6 Tolah, 2 Tolahs, and afterwards by Tolahs, for Four Weeks 
and for One Year. 

Bengal. 
North.western 

lIIadras. Bombay. TotAL. Provinces. 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Ra. a. p. Ra. a. p. Rs. a. p-
tters - - - - ~ 9602 9 6 13822 13 - 8624 10 - 6918 9 6 38968 lO -

Law-papers, &c. - - - • 350 6 - 55, 2 - 275 10 - 86 12 - 767 14 -
TOTAL for Four Weeks - . 9952 15 6 13877 15 - 8900 4 - 7005 5 6 39736 8 -

etters - - - - - 125176 10 8 180190 3 9 112428 ~ 4 90188 12 11 507983 13 8 L 
L aw-papers, &c. - - - - 4b67 6 2 718 9 6 3592 liJ 6 • 1130 13 7 10009 12 9. 

0 

TOTAl. for One Year - - - 129744 - 10 180908 13 3 116021 1 10 91319 10 6 517993 10 5 . 
• 

N.B.-:-The effect of adopting this scheme would be tQ raise the postage on 355,627; to leave it unaltered on 4,026,379, 
and to lower it 0!l 5,725,390 inland letters passing through the P-ost-office in one year. The postage on aU law-papers, &c., 
would also be raIsed.' • 

In preparing this statement, it has been necessary to determine what proportion of the double letters should be taken 
as not exceeding half a tolah, and what proportion as exceeding half a tolah, but not exceeding 1 tolab. The proportions 
assumed are nine parts of the former, and four parts of the latter. It is shown in A;ppendbt (A.), No. 10, that the average 
actual weight of a single letter i~ -l~ of a quarter tolah, or -b of a tolah. From thIS it is inferred that the average weight 
of letters exceeding a quarter, b,* not exceeding half a tolah, is i + t~ = H of a toIah; of letters exceeding a half, but 
not exceeding three quarters of a tolah, i + -b = U- of a tolah; and: of letters exceeding three quarters of a tolah, 
! + -h = -n of a tolah. Now, by ,adding together one letter at H, three at H, and nine at H, we obtain a total o( 13 
letters, weighing <J.U tolahs, which gives a small fraction more ~han half a tolah for each letter, that being the average 
weight of double letters, as shown ill Appendix (A.),. No. 10. 

Cecil! Beadon, Commissioner. 

Appendix, (A.), No.9. 

SfA.TEME~T, showing tIle Amount of Postage that would have been realized on Chargeable LETTERS, LAW-PAPERS, &c., 
dispatched by Inland Post from all the Post-offices in India at a Rate of Half an Anna the Quarter l'olah on 
Letters, Law-papers, &c., sent to Distances not exceeding 100 l\Iiles, and an Anna the Half Tolah on all other 
Letters, Law-papers, &c., with an ascending Scale of Half a Tolah, 1 Tolah, 1 ! Tolah, 2 Tolahs, and afterwards by 
Tolahs. 

\ 
1 

Bengal .. 
North."estern 

:lUadras. Provinces. Bombay. TOT,AL. 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Ra. a. p. Ra. a. p. Ra. a. p. 
Letters - ~ - - - 11799 6 - 18464 13 6 11181 13 - 8012 15 - 49458 )5 6 

Law-papers, &c. - - - - 350 6 - 55 2 - 275 10 - 66 12 - 767 14 --
TOTAL for Four Weeks - - 12149 12 - 18519 IS 6 11457 '7 - A099 11 - 50226 13 6 

Letters - - - - - 153813 4 6 . 240702 6 10 145762 14 7 1044M I) 9 644732 15 8 
~aw-papers, &c. ~ ~ - - 4567 6 2 718 9 6· 3592 15 6 1130 13 7 10009 12 9 

TOTALfor One Year - - - 158380 10 81241421 - 4 14!i355 14 i 105585 3 .4 654742 12 5 
" 

Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &c. IN INDIA. 115 

Appendix (A,), No. 10. 

RETURN of the actual Weighment of LETTERS and NEWSPAPERS at the Calcutta General Post-office, showing the 
Difference between their Chargeable and -Actual Weights. 

, 

Number of Covers, Chargeable Weight, Actual Weight, DiJl"erence, I DiJl"erence per Cknt. 
Letter.: 

Not exeeediog i tolah - .. - - - - 40411 - - 10102! - - 711:1 - - 2983 - - 29! .o' 1 .. - - - - - - 23299 - - 23299 - - II 77 - - 1}525! - - 49 

" Ii .. - - - .. - - 1569 - - 2353! - - 1964 - - 389 - - 16 .. 2 .. - - - - - - 599 - - 1198 - - 10521 - - 145 - - 12 .. :t .. - - - - - - 277 - - 697t - - 618 - - 79 - - 11i 
Above - " - - - - - - 603 - - 3653,. - - 34331 . - 2191 - . 6 

Newspaper. : 

Not ex .... .diog 3! tol'-:h. - - . - - 27735 - - 97072! - - 70552! - - 26520t - - 27t .. 6 .. .. - - - - - 2242 - - 13452 - - 10363 - - ' 3089 - . 23 .. 9 .. - - - . - - 1142 . - 10278 - - 7764 - - 2514 - - 24j 
Above . 9 .. - -· - - - . 473 - - 5676 - . 494;1 - - 728i - - 12 

Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 

Appendix '(A.), No. 11. 

STATEMENT of the Number, Chargell ble Weight, and estimated Actual Weight of all COVERS dispatched by Inland 
Post from all the Post-offices of India in a Period of Four Weeks; showing also the proportionate Nnmber 
and Weight, and the average Weight of e;lch Description of Cover, 

DES C RIP T ION, 

1 
Number of Per Centage. 

Chargeable 
Per Actual Weight Per Average 

Weigh. Weight of Covers, ol Cover., Centage, of Coverll. Ckntag .. each Cover, 

Chargeable Ltltfjf', : 

'Bengal - - - - - - 178372 63'94 928261 22'01 58569 18'13 
North,west Province. · - - - 299639 • 63'74 126862 21'89 83125 18'63 
Madra. · - · - - - 192976 68'51 799tili 26'49 51502 22'59 
Bomba, · · · - - - 104375 52'63 67603 .. 17'53 43192 14'49 

----------,----
I 775~62 68'09 867274! 21'75 2363t18 18'25 '304 

, DittD Law-paper. : · . 
Dengal - - , - - - 334 '12 2735 '65 2212 '68 
North-west Provinces - - - - 74 '01 4211 '07 323 '07 
Madras - - · - - - 366 '13 2062 '69 1630 '71 
Bombay - - - - , , 98 '05 . 671 -17 537 '18 

-87-2 -1--:07 . 
5909! '35 4702 '36 5'392 

DillD Newspapers' 

-\ Dengal - - - - - 27985 10'03 108594! 2575 80040 24'77 
:;01 th-west ProvIDe.s - - - 28323 6'03 102315§ 17'65 74820 16'77 
Mad .... - - - - -

=) 
lR381 6'53 75554 25'03 56230 24'67 

BDmloay · · - - · 32067 16'17 141860 36'77 106613 35'76 

106756 S'68 42~324 25'36 317703 24'53 2'975 

Free ana Service Lell"". : , 

llengaI - - - - - - 68030 24'39 179979 42'68 151441 46'87 

North_west Provinces - · · · 137920 29'34 329463 5685 272003 60'96 

Madras - - · - - · 68234 24'22 135517 44'89 111991 49'13 

llombay - · - - · · 69773 30')4 163780 42'46 138746 46'54, 

· 333957 2i'17 808739 47'88 674181 52'04 21)18 

Ditto Gazette.: 

llengal - - · - - - 4249 1'52 37544 8'91 30848 9'55 

North,west Provincea - · - - 4109 '87 20501 3'54 15932 3'57 

Madras · - · - - - 1709 '61 8751! 2'90 6573 2'90 

Bombay · · - - - - 2002 1'01 11 836i S'07 9030 3'03 . 
12069 '99 78633 4,.66 62383 4'82 5'168 

Tolal COller,: 

Bengal - - - - - 278970 100' 421679t 100' 323110 100' · N""tb,west Provinces - - - - 470065 100' 579563 100' 446203 100-

Madras - - - - - - 281666 - 100' 301886 100- 227926 100' 

J)omb~y · · · - - 198315 100' 385751* 100' 298118 100-· ------ -
1229016 100' 1688880 100' 1295357 100' 1'053 

CeCil Beadon. Commiuioner. 

P2 
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, PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

Appendix (A.), No. 12. 

,STATEMENT ,of'the Actual Charges of the POST-OFFICE in India (exclusive of those. debitable. to. P~senger and 
Bullock Train Establishments), for One Year; distinguishing between Cost of ReceIpt and DistrIbution, Cost or 

. Inla~d Transit, and Miscellaneous Charges. 

HEAD of CHARGE. 

1. Salaries. 

N 
Ben5:1 - - ~ -

ort -west Provinces • - -
Madras ~ - - -
Bombay - - - -

TOTAL 

2. O.ifice Establishment. 

Bengal - - .. -
orth-west Provinces - -

Madras - .. - -
Bombay - - - -

TOTAL 

3. Office Contingencies. 

entbal .. -
or -west Provinces 

B 
N 
M 
B 

adras - -
om bay - .. 

----

4. Pall oj Runners. 

e~al .. -
o -west Provinces 

B 
N 
M 
B 

adras - -
ombay '- -

.. 
---

----
TOTAL 

----
TOTAL 

- -- -- -- -
- - .. 

- -- -- -- -
- - -

- -- -- -- -
- .. -

- -- -- -- -
- - -

5. Mail Carts and Mounted Da'IVks, 
including Cost oj Pan1lJell 
Steamer. . 

-engal - -
orth-west Provinces 

B 
N 
M 
B 

adras - -
ombay - -

- -
- -- -- .. 

TOTAL 

6. Transit C()ntingencies. 

engal - -
orth-west Provinces 

B 
N 
~M adras· - -

B ombay - .. 
. 

" 

.. .. 
- .. 
- ,-

- -. 
TOTAL 

.. r~' -.-arried Nort -west Provinces 
up Madras - - -
, " Bombay- - .. -

C 

TOTAL 

- -- -- -- -
- - -

- .. 
- -- -- -
- - -

- -- -- -- -.. - - -

Receipt and 

Distribution. 

B.s. a. p. 
54202 '6 4) 

72456 2 10 
45524 15 10 
55034 13 6 

227218 611 

115182 3 6 
117454 8 4 
108405 4 1 
53483 12 3 

394475 7 2 

37909 I 7 
37496 2 7 
17821 1 2 
11066 15.6 

104293 4 10 

- .. -
- . -. 
- - -- - -
- - -

- - -- - . 
-- .. -, 

- - -

- - -.. - -- - -- - -
- - - I 
207243 ]1 10 
,227406 8 9 
171751 5 I 
119585 9 3 

.725987 211 

) 

• 
Inland Transit. ·Miseellaneous. To2',u .. 

B.s. a. p. Ba. a. p. Ba. a. p. 

- - - - - - 54202 6 9 
- - - - - . 72456 2 10 

- - - - -. - 45524 15 10 

- - - - - - 55034 13 6 

- - - - - - 227218 611 

• 
- ": - 10263 2 - 125395 5 6 - - - . - - 117454 3 4 
- .. - 5676 - - 114081 4 1 
- .. - 7224 - - 60707 12 3 

.. - - 23163 2 - 417638 9 2 

- - - - - - 37909 I 7 - - - - - .. 37496 2 7 - . - - - 17821 1 2 - .. 
- - - - - . 11066 15 6 

.. - .. .. - .. 104293 4 10 

. 
204930 15 1 - - - 204930 15 1 
238061 4 6 - - .. 238061 4. 6 
195839 15 5 - - .. ,195839 15 5 
140483 1 1 .. - - 140483 1 1 

779315 4 1 - - - 779315 4 1 

. 
54858 - - - '- .. 54858 - -

144122 4. 4 - - - 144122 4. 4. 
- - -131720 3 - - -. .. 137120 8 -I 

330700 7 4 - - - 330700 7 4 , 

18716 I 2 - - - 18716 I '2 
11273 6 2 - - - 11273 6 .$ 
15767 13 I . .. - - 15767 13 1 
140~8 2 I .. - - 14018 2 1 

59775 6 6, - .. .. 59775 6 6 

278505 - 3 10263 2 - 496011 U 1 • 
393456 15 - .. - - 620863 7 9 
211607 )2 6 5676 - - 389035 1 7 
286221 6 2 7224 - - 4]8030 15 5 

1169791 1 11 !3163 2 - 1918941 ., 10 

, 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &c. IN INDIA. 

HEAD OP CHARGE. 

[
Bengal - -

Brought North-west Provinces 
up lMadras - -

Bombay ,- -

TOTAL 

7. Gratuity to Captains. 
Bengal. • • - • 
North-west Provinces. • 
:Madras • .:. - - -
Bombay - - - -

TOTA.L -

8. Kurachee Contract. 

Bombay - - - -

9. Ban9hies. 
Bengal - • -
North-west Provinces -
Madras - - -
Bombay • - -

- 10. Expresses. 

Bengal - -. -
North-west Provinces -
Madras - - -
Bombay - • -

11. Pensions. 
I 

Bengal - - -
North-west Provinces -
Madras - -'-
Bombay - - -

TOTAL 

TOTAL -

Receipt and 

Distribution. 

R,. a. p. 
207243 11 10 
227406 8 9 
171751 5 1 
Jl9585 9 3 

725987 2 11 

Inland Transit. 

RI. a, p. 

278505 - 3 
393456 16 -
211607 12 6 
286221 6 2 

1169791 1 11 

MisceJIaDeous. 

Rs. a. p. 

10263 2 --. 
5676 - -
7224 - -, 

23163 2 -

5326 6 8 

2414 15 -
1429 4 -

9170 9 8 

R,., a, p, 

496011 14 1 -
620863 1 9 
389036 1 7 
413030 15 0 

1918941 6 10 

53~6 6 8 

2414 15 .. 
1429 4 -

9170 9 8 - -I -
r=_====_=====_=f1==_====_====_~===65=0=0=0==_==_~1=='=6~50=0=0=="==_== 

34217 3 11 
16119 9 7 
36083 14 2 
20000' - .. 

106420 11 8 

5568 13 -
48 - .. 

.1100 7 3 
2961 12 6 

9679 - 9 

5199 2 5 
2261 13 - 4 
1003 '2 8 

34217 3 11 
16119 9 7 
36083 14 2 
20000 - .. 

106420 11 8 

5568 13 -
48 .. -

1100 1 3 
2961 12 6 

9679. - 9 

5199 2 5 
. 2261 13 4 

1003 2 8 

8464 2 5 .' 8464 2 5 TOTAL - - -I -
'==========~=========F========~========== 

Total. 

Bellgal - - -
North-west Provinces -
Madras - - _.-
Bombay - - -

207243 11 10 
227406 8 ,9 
111751 5 1 
119585 9 3 

725987 2 11 

278505 - 3 
393456 15 -
211607 12 6 
286221 6 2 

1169791 1 11 

60574 12 -
184g9 6 11 
46278 7 1 
96615 - 6 

221897 10 6 

546323 8 1 
639292 14 8 
429637 8 8 
502421 15 11 

2117675 15 4 GRAND TOTAL - -I 
~"""::-----;-I ---f--

Per- Centage. 
Bengal _ - • 
North-west Provinces -

'37'93 50'911 Il'09 100' 
35'57 61'55 2'88 100' 

Madras' - - - 39'98 49'25 10'77 • 100' 
Bombay _ -' - 23'78 56'94 19'28 190', 

Iudi\, _ 55'23 10'411 100' 

Cecil Beadon, Commissioner, 



liS PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

Appendix CA.), No. 13. 

STATEMEN1' of the Estimated Number and Actual Weight of Chargeable and Service, COVERS dispatched by Inland 
Pos~ from all tbe Post-offices of India in One Year, and the .Average Cost of receiving and distributing and of 
conveying each pescription of Cover. . 

I ADnual Co.t Average Annllal eo..t Average 
Total NUlr.ber Per- Actual Per- of Cost of of Cost of eo..t of 

Weight io Di.tributioD. distribut- CoDveyance. CODveyiDg each -- of Letter •• Centage. Centage. cbargeable 00 ing each cha. geable OD each Cover. Tolab •• 'rale. Cover. Weight. Cover. 

------- . 
Ra. a. p. Annas: Ra. a. p. ,Anltll8. 

Chargeable Letters and} 10118763 63'16 3142779 18'61 458534 - - '725 217698 - - '3442 1'0692 Law-papers - -
DItto - Newsl:apers 1391640 S'69 4141484 24'52 63088 - - '725 286833 - - 3'2977 4'0227 

. Free and Service OVel'S 4510696 "28'15 9601636 56'87 204365 - - '725 665260 - - 2'3597 3'0841 

16021099 lOO' 16885899 100' ';25987 - - '7!!5 llfJ9791 - - 1'1682 1'8932 

Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 

Appendix (A.), No. 14. 

STA.TEMENT of the N'umber and Proportion of Paid and Unpaid Chargeable I,ETERS of each Weight dispatched 
by Inland Post from all the Post-offices in India, in a Period of Four Weeks. 

Not uceedJog ! Tolah. Not exceeding 1 Tolah. Exceeding 1 Tolah. TOTAL. 

Paid. Unpaici. Paid . Unpaid. Paid. UDpaid. Paid. UDpaid. 
. 

Bengal - - - - - - 51085 74008 22787 24783 2876 2833 76748 101624 
North-west Provinces - - - 80640 164040 28191 20250 3950 2568 112781 186858 
Madras - - - - - - 87120 70.598 21618 10662 1940 1038 110678 82298 
"Bombay - - - - - - 16252 45361 10706 26346 2955 271)5 29913 74462 . 

235097 354007 83302 82041 11721 9194 330120 445242 , . , 
589104 165343 20915 775362 

75'98 per cent. 21'32 pllr cent. 2'70 per cent. 

Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 

A ppendix (A. ), No. 15. 

STATBMENT of the Number and Proportion of Chargeable LETTERS dispatched by 'Inlan~ Post to each Chargeable 
Distance from all the Post-offices in India, in a Period of Four Weeks. . . 

Not exceedJog Not exceedJog Not eXceediDg Above 
TOTAL. --- }OOMil ... 200 Mile •• 300 Mll ... 300 Miles. 

Bengal - - - - - - - - 79030 43791 16542 39009 178372 !If orth-west Provinces - . - - - 114012 79583 36319 69725 299639 Madras • - . - - - - - 81)316 42769 27645 33246 192976 Bombay - - - - - - - 39937 21461 9825 33102 104376 . 
TOTAL for 28 Days - -- - - 3222!J5 187604 90331 175132 775362 . 

• 
TOTAL for One Year - - - 4201345 2445552 1177530 2282970 10107397 

Yer-centage - .. - - - . 41'57 24'19 11'65 22'59 100' 

Cecil /leadon, CoIlllllissioner. 

\ 
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Appendix (A.). No. 16. 

• 
RETURN of the Number of Paid and Bearing Native and European LETTERS dispatched by Inland Post, in 

One Week, from certain Post· offices in the Bengal Presidency, 

EUROPEAN. NATIVE. TOTAL. 
NAMES OF POST·OFFICES. . Paid. BeariDg. P ... d. Bearing. PaId • Bearing, 

Calcutta General Post-office - - - 2363 3262 2328 5190 4691 8452 Dacca - - - - - - - 308 lJO 513 399 821 509 
Patna - - - - - - - 165 23 413 1045 . 5711 1068 
Berhampore - - - - - - 214 133 2i6 456 490 589 
Chittagong - . - - - - - 61 ]9 191 91 252 110 
Benares - - - - - - - 487 115 620 1665 1107 ,1780 
Mirzapore - - - - - - - 213 05 922 1396 1135 1451 
N~re - - - - - - - 66 8 403 55 469 63 Luc' ow - - - - - - - 286 71 653 '15]0 939 1581 
Lahore - - - - ~ - - 470 227 ]78 896 648 1123 
Mooltan - - - - - - - 126 36 10 127 136 163 
Cawnpore - - - - - - - 737 320 735 2271 1472 2591 
Bhaugulpore - - - - - - 13,[ 45 105 226 239 271 
Indore - - - - - - - 43 13 273 256 316 269 
Gwalior - - - - - - - 114 86 513 151 627 237 
HOlhly - - - - - - - 151 . 53 176 715 327 768 
Bu wan - - - - - - - 153 28 ]41 480 294 008 
Wu°re - - - - - - - 15 7 634 43 649 50 

uzeerabad - - - - - - 486 126 46 564 532 690 
Peshawur - - - ~ - - - 177 65 41 258 218 323 
Tirhoot - - - - - - - 201 45 218 334 419 379 
Delhi - - - - - - - 349 544 809 3145 1158 3689 
Landour' - - - - - - - 414 ]25 29 ,97 443 222 
Cutwa - - - - - - - 5 ]8 213 2]4 218 232 
Culnah -' - - - - - - 33 15 84 212 117 227 
Nalehitty - - - - - - - - - - - - - 37 55 37 55 
Serajgunge - - - - - - - 40 20 85 80 ]25 100 
Jeagunge - - - - - - - 2 - - - 204 463 206 463 
Chandernagore, - -' - - - - 107 79 ]28 Illl 235 165 
Sas&eram - - - - - - - - - - - - - 39 69 39 69 
Barh - - - - - - - - 5 2 57 62 62 64 
Shekoabad - - - - - - - 13 8 123 375 136 383 
Fut'tehpore - - - - - - 3 - - - 94 247 97 247 
Hatrass - - - - - - - 28 5 69 1088 97 1093 
Rewaree ' - - - - - - - 5 - - - 183 235 188 235 
Oogein - - - - - - - - - - - - - 86 38 86 j38 
Rutlam - - - - - - - 3 - - - 72 30 75 30 
Chunar - - - - - - - 84 20 35 94 119 114 
Rewa - - - - - - - - - - - - - 58 ~7 58 27 

'fOTAL - - - 8061 I 5683 11794 24745 19855 
I 

30428 

Cecil Beadun, Commissioner. 

Appendix (A.), No. 17. 

STATEMENT of the Number of, and Nominal Postage on, FREE and SERVICE LETTBRS and GAZETTES dispatched 
by Inland Post from all the Post· offices of India, in'a Period of 28 Days, with a Calculation of the same for 
One Year. ' 

. 
NAME OF PRESIDENCY. 

Not exeeedlDg Above 
12 Tolab •• 12 Tolah .. TOTAL. N OmiDai P""tage. 

Ba. a. p. Bengal _ _ _ - - - - - - 69363. 2916 72279 44827 7 6 
North-west Provinces - - - - - - 138659 3370 142029 74890 4 6 
Madras - - - - - - . - - - 68711 1232 69943 32202' 1 -
Bombay - - - - - - - - - 59941 1834 61775 37649 5 -

'fOTAL for 28 Days - - - 336674 , 9352 346026 18956!) 2 -

Bengal _ '_ _ - - - - - - 904196 38012 942208 584358 1 2 
North-west Provinces - - - - - - 1807519 43930 ]85]449 976248 411 
Madras - - - - - - - - - 89,';697 ]6060 911757 41977614 2 
Bombay - . - - - - - - - 781374 23908 805282 490785 10 10 

TOTA.L for One Year - - - 4388786 121910 4510696 247116815 l 

Cecil Beadon. Commissioner. 
" 



:PAPERS RELATING TO THE" 

-
Appendix (A.), No. 18. 

RETURN of the ESTABLISHMENT maintained in connexion with the Nizamut Dawk between 
Calcutta and Moorshedabad. 

, . 
Budder Ckorvkee Moorshedabad: · RI. a. p. Ils • a. p. 

1 Moonshee . - - - - - ,- - · - - - . 10 10· 8 
12 12 9 3 Hurkarahs at Rs. 4. 4. 3. - - - - - . . · . . -

23 7 6 
Chorvkee Bkaubfah: 

1 Uddahdar - - - . - - - . - - - - - G G " 3 Runn.ers, 2 at RI.2. 14. 10. and 1 at Rs. 1. 10. 7. - - - - - 8 8 3 
13 13 7 

Chorokee Daudpore: 
1 Uddahdar . - - -• . . - - · - - · - ;l 4 3 
2 Runners at Rs.3. 11. 8. - ~ - - - - - - · - 7 "1 " 11 U '1 

Chorvkell Koolbariak: 
1 Uddahdar - - - . - . - - · - - · - " " 3 
2 Runners at RI.3. 11. 8. - - - - - · - - · - 7 7 4 . 11 11 7 

CkorvRee Khooskalpoor : 
1 Uddahdar - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 4 '3 
3, 2 Runners at Rs. 3. 3. 2. and 1 Manjee at Rs. 5. 5. 4. - - - · - 11 II 8 

Ckorvkee Baultallee : 
15 15 11 . : - 4- 4- 3 1 Uddahdar - - - - - - - - - - - -2 Runners at Ra. 3. n. 8. - - - - · - · · · - 7 7 4 

Ckorvkee Koomren.ah : 11 11 'I 

1 Uddahdar - - - - . - - - - · - - · 4 4 3 
3 RunneN, 2 at Rs. 2. 14. 10. and 1 at Rs.3. 3. 2. - · - · - - 9 - 10 

13 5 1 Cko'll!kee lIIirzapore .- • , . 1 Uddahdal' - - - - - - - - - - · - - 6 6 4 3 Runners, 2 at R~. 2. 14. 10. and 1 at Rs.3. 3. 2. · - · · - · 9 - 10 1 Manjee - - - - . - - - - - - · · 1 1 -
Chorvkee Inckoorak: 16 8 2 

1 Uddahdar - - - - - - - - - · - · · 4 4- a -3 Runners, 2 at Rs.2. 14. 10. Ilnd 1 at Rs.3. 3. 2. · · · - · · 9 - 10 

Chorvhee Namak Sarai: 13 15 I 

1 Uddahdar .: . - - - - - - - - - - · 4 4 3 2 Runners at RK.3. 11. 8. - - - - - · · -. - · 7 7 4 
Chom1iee Ifooglee: 11 11 7 

1 Uddahdar - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 4 3 . 2 'Runners a't Rs.3. 11. 8. - - - - - - - - - - '1 '1 4-
Chorvkee !Vamabgunje: . · 11 11 7 

1 Uddahdar - - - .J . - - - ~ - - - - 4- 4 3 3, 2 Runners at !lS.4. 4. 3. and 1 Manjee at Rs.4. 4. 8. - ~ - - - 12 12 9 

Chomkee Chitpoor: 11 1 -
I-Moonshee - - - - - - - - - - - . - 11 11 8 3 Runners at Rs.4. 4. 3. • - - - - - · - - - - 12 12 9 

• 24- 8 6 

TOTAL - . Company's Rupees . - - 191 4 1 

Memorandum. , 

The usual time occupied in the traIlsit of the Nizam~t Dawk between M~orshedabad and Calcutta, 60 to 60 hours. 
Average number ofletters and parcels conveyed in the course of a month: 

Upwards .. 680 letters and 80 parcels. 
Downwards, 378 ditto and 2S ditto. 

Moorshedabad, } 
,18 September 181)0. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) Mirza Ally Hos6ain Khan. 

Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 
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Appendix (A.), ~o. 19. 
, 

RETURN of the Number, Weight and Postage of CLUBBED LETTERS ~aid to have been posted and received at the 
Post-offices of Baroda, Kai1'a, Ahmedabad, Dholera and BMwnuggur, from the 20th June to the 19th 
November 1850. 

RECEIVED. DESPATCHED. 

• e = Jf 
~ 

:i e g . 
... j! '" 8 d' 'cS~ ~!~ 

.. 
OFFICES. : 1l Z.t: .c 

"i.!:C 'Il Amount 
l~ 

... Amount 
.811o 

"'I:::f C) .... 'Il 
~ "~.,, 

~~" -:;;";a e: S"i ~ ~~- S'" 
"-", .. o{POItage • " .. SW·M .. oJ Postage • li!;.o '';;'O~ < li!;:3 -,;: 'a'i < 

·0 ~ t·~ 
.. 

" ~ t·~ .. 
" 0 I " ..... ,.. .c .. I .... 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 
Baroda - · - 1552 26615 2477 279 13 - 1283 24290 2189! 244 3 -
KaiI'a - · - 239 1623 274{ ]00 9 - 211 1584 222£ 77 11 6 
Ahmedabad · 0 2477 58538 51a9! 1460 7 6 2655 -61978 5311 1121 2 -
Dholer3 - · - 745 16034 1129~ 179 5 6 662 14727 1194! 132 15 6 
Bhownuggur · 0 471 5701 653i 49 - - 417 6024 647! 53 14 -

TOTAL - - 5484 108511 9674 i 2069 3 - '5228 108603 
I 95651 1629 14 -• 

(signed) F. G. Harrison, Postmaster in Guzerat. 

(True copy.) Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 

Appendix (A.),..No. 20. 

STATEMENT, showing the Weight of BANGHY PARCELS carried in the 1\Iail Cart from AllygltUr Post-office to the 
following Stations, during the 1\Ionth of January 1851. . 

Month aud 
Weight of Weight of Weight of I Weight of 

Baughy Parcel Baugh y Parcel Baughy Parcel Baughy Parcel 
REMARKS. 

nate. carried ill Mall Cart carried ID Mail Cart carried ID Mail Cart I carried iu Mau Cart 
ror eawnpore. for Meerut. for Delhi. for Agra. 

Md. s. c. Md. s. c. Md. s. c. lJ:ld. s. c. 
January 0 1 - 15 - - 9 8 - 8 - - 1 8 by mail cart, along with the mail. 

" 
. 2 1 5 - 1 8 - - 10 - - 1) - - - ditto. 

" - 2 - - 0 - 26 - - - - - - 0 by carriage dawk, with traveller. 

" - 3 - 17 - 1 4 - - 24 - 1 - - b,y mail cart, along with the mail. 
0 4 - 20 - 1 6 - - 16 - - 15 - - 0 ditto. 

" 0 5 - 20 - - 18 - - 11 - - 20 - - 0 ditto. 
" ditto. - 6 1 - ..:. - 28· - - 18 - - 12 - 0 -
" - 7 - 5 ~ 1 8 - - 32 - - 6 - 0 - ditto. 
" '1 15 ditto • . - 8 1 6 - 14 - - 14 - - - - 0 

" 20 ditto. - 9 - 10 - 1 14 . - - 15 - - - 0 0 

" ditto. - 10 - 20 - I 25 - - 20 - - 5 - - 0 ., 
ditto. - 11 - 25 - 2 10 - - 14 - - 10 - - 0 

" 20 ditto. - 12 - 1 - -. 15 - - 10 - 1 - .. -
" by special mail cart. - 12 - - 0 -' H - - - - - - -
" by mail cart, along wit.h the mail. - 13 - 36 - 1 28 - - 'Z - 1 30 -
" - ]4 - 10 - - 12 - - 9 - 1 15 - - - ditto. 
" 3iS ditto. 

Of 15 1 30 - - 1 8 - 10 - - - - -
" 10 ditto •. - 16 1 20 - - 14 - - 16 - - - - 0 ,. ditto. - 17 - 5 - - 31 - - 10 - - 7 - - -
" 20 - - - ditto. - 18 - 10 - - 17 - - 10 - -
" 8 10 0 - ditto. - 19 - 25 - 1 38 - - - - -
" ditto. - 20 - 30 - - 28 - - 15 - 2 - - - -
" 30 ditto. - 21 - 10 - - 12 - - 20 - - - - -
" 22' - 15 - - - ditto. - 22 2 - - - 10 - - -
" ditto. - 23 - 30 - - 17 - - 20 - - 20 - 0 0 

" ditto. - 24 - 15 - - 28 - - 21 - 2 - - 0 -
" 11 20 - - . ditto. 

25 - 36 - - 32 - - - -
" - ditto. 

26 1 14 - 2 10 - - 26 - 1 5 - - --" 22 - 1 3 - - 0 ditto. 
26 2 10 - - 35' - -" - 18 ditto. 
27 1 36 -' 1 26 - - 20 .- - - - -

" - by special truck. 
28 - - - 2 10 - - - . - 0 -

" - 27 by mail cart, along with the mail. - 28 1 10 - - 23 - - 26 - - -. 
" 1 2 20 - 1 5 - - - ditto. 

29 - 30 - - -
" - by special truck. 

30 - - - - 37 - 0 - - 0 0 -
" - by mail cart, along wit.h the mail 

30 30 - 1. 6 - - 15 - - 15 -
" - - - - ditto. 11 - 1 10 -- 31 - 25 - - 37 - -
" 

(SIgned) G. Paton, Postmaster. 

Q 
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Appendix (A.), No. 21. 

MEMOlU.NDUlII of the Weight of BANG BY PARCELS despatched from and received at the Benarea 
Post-office in the Mail Cart, during the Month of January 1851& 

-

I . 
YEAR. DATE. DESPATCH. RECEIPT. 

, 
I 

-i Md. s. c. !tId. I. c. 
January ISH - 1 - 7 10 - 14 8 

" - - I 2 - 39 4 - 27 2· 

" 
a -1 3· 1 21, 1 - 23- 13-

" - ., 4 2 6 1 - 31 12 

" - -' 5- - 5 '9 - 17 12 . 

" - .. 1 6 1 32' 10 - 35 16 

" 
.. -I 7 .., 38 8 1 5 4 

fp - - 8 - 16 13 1 4 8 , 
" 

. .' 9 1 28 4 I 22 12 

" 
.. w' 10· 2 2 14 - 36 9 , 

" - ... ; 11 0 35 7 - 27 11' 

" - -I 12 - no despatch - .";" 39 12 
I . 

" - - I 13' -r 17" 5 . .:. 30 II .. - '_ I 14 - 17 14. - 18 4 

" 
.. - 15 - - 14 - 19 2 . 

" - - .16 1 16 7 - IS' 1 

" 
.. .. 17 - nO' aespatch .. - 15 8 

II - - 18 - 16 11 1 13 8 

" 
.. .. 19 .. 1 3 4 - 21 3 - .. 20 1 1 7 - 23 14 . 

" 
" 

.. -, 21 1 .6 5 - 29 (I 

" 
.. .. I 22 1 15 7 - 19 10 

" '" - 23 • 2 0 15 - 11 -
" - - 24 1 33 4 1 12 3 

" - .. 25 1 39 lU - 31 7 

" - - 26 L 33 4 - 29 G 

" - - 27 2 21 3 - 38 a 
" 

.. .. 28 2 19 11 - 8 3 

" - .. 29 - 37 8 _ . 10 13 

" - - 30 - 9 - - 10 12 

" - -, III 1 28 9 - 36 4 . , 

Benares, Post-office, If.February 1851. D. Butter, Postmaster. 

• 

,Appendix 'CA.), No. 22. 

ACTUAL RXCEIPTS of the General and Subordinate POST'OFFICES in the Bengal Presidency, 
for Twelve Years ending with 1848-41) • . 

Postage ou Letters, &0. 
Postage 

YEARS; 
on Banghies. 

Fine .. Rent. TOTAL. 
Shi,. Inland. 

. lls. Rs . Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
1837-38 - - 74315 458050 57099 6707 - .. 596171 
1838-39 .. - '72084 471406 50139 5651 ~ - 605280 
1839-40 - .. ,67428 429526 51712 7591 '" - 556257 
1840-41 - - 74677 420II8 

I 
58864 - 15161 .. - 568315 

1841-42 '" ': 90492 456908 60835 9154 '" - 617384 
1842-43 - - 96631 461249 55483 10609 .. - 623972 
1843-H .- , . ': 105]50 464628 52670 1.2146 - - 634594 
1844-45 - - 114336 464592 i 50964 1~900 32 647824 , 
1845-46 - '" 

, 78528 430116 47538 88694 32 0589908 
i846-47 - - 67599 420011 45698 - - 32 533340 
1847-48 - '" 68'733 40l85b 41537 1478 32 513135 
1848-49 - - 55705 385504 41453 2944 '" - 485606 

'r~TAL - R8. 965678 526il453 I .6.Ia-1!J2 ., 1.23035'- j , 128 169~1786 
I 

~ 

Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 
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Appendix (A.), No. 23. 

ACTUAL CHARGES of the General and Sullordin~te ,POSNlFFIOEB in the Be7IfJal. Presidency. 
for Twelve Years ending with 1848-49. ' 

• . 
YEARS. Salari •• and Contingenci .... PensiODl; I TOTA.L •• Establishment. 

. Ra. . Ra. Rs. Rs . 1837-38 - - - 47F98 08914 60 546772 
1838-39 - - - 475470 48590 78 524143 
1839-40 - - - 426705 44302 88 471145 
1840-41 - - - 447026 53639 307 5009i2 . 
1841-42 - - . 460636 90612 300 551548 
1842-43 - - . 477225 72989 315 550529 
1843-44 - - .. 483527 99936 308 583771 
1844-40> - - - 482940 103884 1082 587906 
1845-46 . - - 480894 98441 5275 584616 
1846-47 - - - 503475 78827 5771 588073 
1847-48 - ~ - 469228 75799 5330 0503.57 
1848-49 - . - 4611327 74797 I 5199 546323 

TOTAL .. . Rs. 561H266 910786 I 24113 65861S5 

Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 

Appendix (A.). No. 24. 

ACTUAL RECEIPTS of the Subordinate POST-OFFICES of the NQrth-western Provinces, for Thirteen Years, 
or from 1837-38 to 1849-50. 

YEARS. Fines. TOTAL. 

1837-38 
1838-39 
1839-40 
1840-41 
1841-42 
1842-43 
1843-44 
1844-45 
1845-46 
1846-47 
1847-48 
1848-49 
1849-50 

Rs. 
2711789 
301491 
305358 
345794 
375433 
403175 
440307 ' 
460263 
502575 
573104 
548577 
562273 
540455 

Rs. 
22952 
36090 
41938 
48671 
57506 
63484 
80506 
92687 

100885 
101738 
96571 

108491 
105641 

Rs. 
2439 
1446 
1554 
1814 
2290 
2175 
2003 
1912 
1334 
1266 
1489 
1214 
1346 

Rs. 
368 

3017 
3535 

1/38 
J905 
1930 
207 

9088 
14249 

6798 
2570 
2858 
1382 

Rs. Rs. Rs. 

- '0 

91 - 0 --

113 0 - - 0 

49 - 0 _ -

140 - 0 723 
525 685 220 

57 1571 --
280 1771 --- " .. "" .... 

431 - - --

Rs. 

11259 
24237 
48507 
78527 

102672 
10822ii 
116661 

I Rs. I Rs. - -I a02M3 
• - 342044 

35 35251l 
65 39699,) 

- - - - - 437182 
- - - 276 4711WJ 

24 53SnO 
- _. 106· 589921 

183 - - 67437,) 
577 302 775818 
- - 102 802127 

4589 
13506 
50746 

130988 
162468 

70 - -
156 -8632 

914125 
037172 

! ________ !------I----~------I-----I-----I-~-------:------I---~----I------
TOTAL - Rs. 563.5S94 957165 22282 48445 1686 4027 943 490088 1362297 986 9542 7 ... 330.:;5 

(signed) C. Grant, Accountant,.N. ,V. P. 

(True copy)' Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE' , 

-
, Appendix CA.), No. 25. 

ACTUAL CHARGES of the General and Subordinate POST-OFFICES of the North-western Provinces for Thirteen Years, 
, or from 1837-38 to 1849-50. -

Embezzle- lIIiseell .... Van mdPalkee • 
Salaries Thefts 

Contingen. Savings Fines B ullock Train , 
Written ments 

ueous Carriage . 
PeD$i~ns. Tout" 

YEARS. $lid mes. 
&tsblishment. 
, '-

Ra. Rs. 

1837-38 - 249607 1524' 

1838-39 - 24253J 17726 

1839-40 - 334444 32442 

1840-41 · 394569 29187 

1841-42 · 406669 44382 

1842-43 - 432233 58707 

1843-44 - 486222 46561 . 
1844-45 · 498516 45313 

1845-46 - 543786 48630 

1846-47 "' 598893 46081 

1847-48 '; 5916J6 44048 

1848-49 · 556167 82078 

1849-50 · 692151 44875 

TOTAL - - Rs. 5926293 554276 

• 

Refunded. Refunded. 
off. 

-
Ra. Rs. R •• 

- - - - - -
- · - · - -
- · 10 129 

- - 332 - -. 
8 108 - -

646 - · · -
- - . · 607 

. - . · - -
20 - - - -
3 - · 216 

- · - - · -
- - 83 J16 

- - - - · -
576 533 968 

('true copy.) 

Item. Department. 

Written ofT. Written off'. 
~pattment. 

-.._--' . I 

Bs. R •. Bs. Bs. R,. R •• 

- · 2216 · - - - - - - . 267070 

130 - - - - - · . · - - - 260386 

- · - - · - - - · . . - 36i02& . - - · - - - . - - - 703 424791 

- · 16 - . - - - b06 4516i9 

1734 · - · - - - · - 99 493318 

- · 106 10398 · - . 1!0 541904 

- · 37 '-23069 · - - 263 567197 

. · - · 33842 4811 949 632038 

1730 - · 44775 17886 1440, 71102, 

9433 14 61805 48573 1328 1146717 . 
- - - · 42681 107993 968 789996 

- · 2 42314 138300 2261 819903 
-----,-

13027 2391 248884 317473 8627 7073048 

(signed) 

Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 

C. Grant, ,\ceountant, N. W. Provinee •• 

Appendix (A.), No. 2.6 • 

SYATEMENT of RECEIPTS and DISBUI1SEMENTS in the Madras General and Subordinate POST-OFFICES from 1839-40 to 1848-49. 
- , 

~ 

COL LEe T ION S. DJ SB UR SEMEN TS •• Collections I Di.buraemenla 

Y,E A R S. TOTAL. TOTAL. 
exceeding exceeding 

Subordi nate Subordi nate the , the 
1\1",l.as. Stations. Madras, Stations. Di.bareemeats. Collection •• 

-------- -
RH. · a. p. I R,. tJ, p. Rs. II. p. a. p. Rs. a. p. Ba. a.' p. Bs. a. p. R,. a. p. &. 

Official Yeat 1839-40 • 83073 3 6 244316 3 10 32;388 7 4 69616 16 9 312138 10 6 381754 10 3 · • _,M3G6211 

" 1840-41 - ~89283 14 3 238263 12 3 327647 10 6 73924 1 - 321152 3 8 395076 " 8 - - _ ' 67528 10 2 

" 1841-42 - 94607 6 10 257841 " 9 362448 11 7 70406 13 7 331314 12 5 401721 10 - · 
I - - 4927214 5 , 

" 
1842-43. 104511 8 3 273609 8 9 '378121 1 - 71742 14 11 331002 4 :; 402745 3 " - - _ 24624 2 • t . , 1843-44. 107012 2 '11 ' 293600 13 1 400613 - . 68472 7 6 826791 10 II 395264 2 4 5348 13 8 .-
1844-45 " 108578 7 

. 
296453 5 5 

" 4 4 2 405031 11 6 89958 - 1 341861 - 10 '111819 -11 - - - 6787 

" 
1845-46· 95294 8 8 306771 10 2 402066 210 71695 511 335030 - I 406725 ti - · '- . 4659 8 2 

• 1846-47. 90346 15 7 304033 I> 5 371424 
• "'" ~> 

5JI!52 10 4 
" 394380 5 - 74808 14 8 - 8 446232 13 4 · - -. 

4 
" 1847-48 - 89026 10 9 326255 I - 415281 11 9 B0249 3 3 384583 4 10 464832 8 1 - - - 49550 !2 · 
" 

1848-49. 81264 8 9 319313 7 4 400578 - 1 84357 14 II 356036 5 3 440394 4 2 - - - 39816 'I I 

"- ~-
. - - -

(True extraef>.) • Cecil Beado1l, Commissioner. 
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Appendix CA.), No. 27: 

ACTUAL RncEIPTs of the General and-Subordinate POST-OFFICES in the Bombay Presidency for Twelve Years, 
ending with 1848-49. 

Gen ... al 

I 
Seinde Postage . 

YEARS. Collections. Inland Postage. Ship Postage. Banghy. Steam POStage. Collection .. 'lOT.<L. 

-~ ------ . . • 
I R •• a. p. R •• a. p. R •• a. p. R •• a. p. Rs. a. p. R,. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

1837-88 · · 585 12 - 159992 12 6 "'462 9 - 1670 8 - 24229 5 1 - - · 190940 14' 7 

1638-39 - · 5348 4 3 175389 12 5 6180 8 - 7528 9 10 6691 5 - - · · 201138 7 6 . 
1839.40 · · 2461 4 - 160945 - - 5566 7 7 t!009 15 - 12951 13 6 · · · 189954 8 1 

1840-41 · · 2419 - - 155588 8 4 • 7743 13 8 11224 9 6 9999 9 5 · · · 1869i5 811 

1841-42 · · 428 8 - 166252 8 10 8929 9 - 12283 9 6 6434 - - · - · 194328 3 4 

1842-43 · · 8151 4. - 173961 6 7 10762 6 - 16268 9 - 6819 8 - · · · 215983 1 7 

1843·44 · · 14738 4 - 176948 8 6 10348 14 - 19280 8 6 10012 12 oJ · -' - 231328 15 -. 
1844-45 · · 12159 - - 187151 8 1 11203 10 4 22910 3 6 19631 12 4 · · · 253056 2 3 

lt145-46 · · 13726 4 - 197610 .910 11239 7 10 25332 11 - 23218 5 - - - · 271127 5 8 

1846-47 - · 23192 9 - 204496 10 10 8472 1 5 24111 12 6 31635 4 9 - · · 291908 6 6 

1847-48 · · 8054 4 - 190209 7 8 8351 13 1 25357 8 - 34700 9 7 · - - 266673 10 4 

1848-49 · "- 18071 4 8 192659 15 3 9288 2 6 25064. 13 - 29932 13 3 30473 9 7 305490 10 3 

------ . 
I I [2'798905 14 TOTAL - • E •• 109335 911 2141206 12 10 102589' 6 5 199043 5 4 216257 1 11 30473 9 7 -

(Trlle Extract) , Cecil Bearion, Commissioner. 

Appendix CA.), No. 2S. 

ACTUAL C:(lARGES of the General and Subordinate POST-OFFICES in the Bombay Presidency for Twelve Year$, 
ending with 1843-49. • . 

I 
, 

Post-office Kurracbee . 
YEARS'. Charges. 

Dead Stoek. Pre .. Charges. Mounted Dawk. Scinde Post Ck •• Mail Steamer Cks.1 TOTAL-. 

, --------
1(s. a. p. R •. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. R •. a. p. R •• a. p. R •. II. p. 

1837-38 · - 141669 7 8 1004 15 8 · - - 32253 15 - · - - - - - 174928 6 " 
1838-;19 - - 181219 8 7 589 3 6 · - · 58128 3 - - · · - · - 239936 15 I 

1839-40 - · 204241 8 -9 51 11 10 - - - 71055 3 - - · · - · - 275354 7 7 

1840-41 - - 219252 211 2326 3 8 · - - 70200 - - - - - . - - 291778 6 7 

1841-42 - - 241102 2 10 2528 11 5 · - - 70200 - - · · - - · - 313830 14, 3 

1842-43 · - 258397 11 4 673 6 - · . - 126859 4 4 · - - - - - 38,';930 .; 8 

1843-44 - - 2321~3 7 4 660 - 6 · - - 124800. - - - - - - - - 35i563 7 10 

1844-45 · - 248948 8 10 3586 - 6 - - · 124800 - - - - - - - - 377334 9 4 . 
1845-46 - - 252265 I 4 200 4 10 - - - 124800 ~ - · - - · - - 377265 6 2 

1846-47 - - 259115 <\ 9 1385 8 - - . - · 124500 - - - - · - - - 385300 14 9 , 
1847-48 - - 256';83 8 10 813.14 - · - · 124800 - - - - · 37500 - - 419697 610 

1848-49 - · 271013 4 9 354 2 3 · - - 126720 3 - 1038tO 5 10' - - · 501927 Iii 10 

-
I 

-----
11179416 12 'fOTAL - - 11$. 2i65917 15 11 14174 2 2 · . - 4 103840 5 10 37500 - - 4100849 4 3 

(True Extract.) (feell Bead.,., Commisoioaer •• 

Q 3 • 



PAPERS, 'RELATING 1'0 TaE -

Appendix (A~), No. 29. 

ACTUAL RECEIPT$ and CHARGES of all the 

, -
BEN GAL. NORTH-WEST PROVINCES. . , . 

YEARS. CoIlections Diebursements ColleetioDII Disbunemenll 
CoIlections. ,Disbursements: exceeding the exceeding the CoIlections. Disbursements. exceedfug the exceeding the -Disbursement .. CoIleclioDs. Disbursements. CoIlectionl. 

R •. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. II. p. Ra. lI.p. Ra. tI. p. R •• II. p. R •• a. p. RI. 'II. ". 

1837-38 - 59il71 - - 546.772 - - 49399 - - - - - 302548 ,- - 267070 - - 35"78 - - - - -
1838-39 - 605280 - - 52414,3 - - 81137 - - - " - 3"20"4 - . 260386 - - 81658 - .. . · · , 

1839-40 - 5116257 ,- - 47Il45 - - 85112 - - - . ~ 352511 - - 367025 - - · - . 14514 - -
1840-41 - 568315 - r 500972 - .-, 67343 - -- - . - 396995 - - 424791 - - · - - 27796 - -
1841-42 - 617384 - - 551648 - - 65836 - - - - . 4,37182 - . ' 451679 - ... · - . 14497 - -
1842-43 - 623972 - - 550529 - - 73443 "- - - - - 471903 - - 493~18 - - - - - 21415 - -
1843-44 - 634594 - - 583771 - - 50823 - - - - - 535736 - - 541904 - - - - - 6168 - -

-
1844-45 - 647824 - - 587906 - - 59918 - - - - ~ 58~921 - - 567197 - - 22724 - - - - · 
1~45-46 - 589908 - - 584616 - - 5292 - - - .; - 674373 - - 632038 - - 42335 - - - - · , . 
1846-47, - 533340 - - 588073 - - - - - 54733 - - 775818 - - ' 711024 - - 64794 - - - · · 
, 
1847-48 - 513135 - - 550357 - - - - - 37222 - - 802727 - - 746717 - - 56010 - - - - · . . 
1848-49 - 485606 - - 546323 - - - - - 60717 - - 914125 - - '189996 - - J24129 - - - · -. 
1549-50 . - - . '- . - - - - - .- - 937172 - .. 819903 - - lU269 - - -

TOTAL - R.. 69?l786 - -1~58615S - - 5383011 - - 152672 - - 7533055 - - 7073048 - - 644397 - - 84390 - -



POSTAL COMMUNICAT10N, &c. IN INDIA. • 

Appendix (A.), No. 29. 

- POST-OFFICES in India from 1837":'38 to 1849-50. 

. MADRAS. BOMBAY • 
, 

Collections Disbursements Collections Di.bursement& 
Collections. Disbursements. exceedillg tbe exceeding the Collectio .... Disbursements. exceeding tbe exceeding the 

Disbursements. Collections. Disbursements. C ollectioDS. 
- ------------

RB. G. p. B,. a. p. RB. a. p. B •• a_!_ R •• a. p. R •• G. p. Bs. a. p. R,. a. p. 

. . , 190940'14- 7 174928 6 4 16012 8 3 . - . - · · · - - · -
- - - . . - - - - - - · 201138 7 6 239936 15 1 · - · 38798 7 7 

327388 7 4 381754 10 3 - · · ·54366 211 189954' 8 1 275354 7 7 · · - · 8&399 15 6 

327547 10 6 395076 4 8 · - · 67528 10 2 186975' 8111 291778 6 7 · - - Iq4802 13 8 

352448 11 7 401721 10 49272 14 5 194328 3 4 313830 14 :I 
I 

119502 10 ' 1 - · - · · · · I 

378121 1 - 402745 3 4 - - - 24624 2 4 215983 1 7 385930 5 8 · - - 169947 4 1 

400613 - - 395264 2 4 5348 13 8 . . · 231328 15 - 857563 7 10 · · · 126234 8 10 

405031 11 6 411819 -11 - - - 6787 5 5 253056 2 3 377334 9 4 - · · 1242i8 7 1 

402066 2 10 406725 6 - .. - · 4659 3 2 271127 5 8 377265 6 2 · · · I 106139 - 6 

I 
394380 5 - 446232 Iii 4 · · · 51852 10 4 291908 6 6 385300 14 9 · · · 93392 8 3 

415281 11 9 464832 8 1 · · · 49550 12 4 266673 10 4 419697 6 10 · · · 153023 12 6 . 
400578 ;- I 440394 4 2 - - · . 89816 4 1 305490 10 3 501927 15 10 · · · 196437 5 7 

- - - I - - - I - -
-

3803456 IS 7 4146566 1, 1 5348 13 81 348458 1 2 2798905 14 - 4100849 4 31 J6012 8 3 1317955 14 6 
i' - I - · 

Cecil Be"dun, Commis:,ioner. 

Appendix. 



" 'PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

. 
Appendix CA.)' No. 30. 

STATEMENT, 61JOwing tbe Weight of MaiIs DESPA.TCHED IN each Line 

WESTERN. 

Chunar. nancoorab. Gy •• Ghazeepore. Minapore. Hooghly. Burd"aD. Benare •. _ C.lfopore. 
Montbl--~~~-~--~::~-I,---.----1-I----~-----I---,------r---.-----i---'r-----t---r------r---,-----r---,-----

1850, 
1 Nov. 

2 " 

3 " 

4 " 

5 " 

6 .. 

7 " 

8 " 

9 " 

10 " 

11 " 

12 " 

J3 " 

14 " 

15 " 

lJId. 8. C. 

I - G 8 

I - 16 -

1 - D -

1 - 5 -

1 - 5 -

1 - ~ _ 

1 - 4 8 

1 - 6 -

1 - 6 '" 

I - 6 -

1 - t -

I - 5 -

I - 4 -

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Md.,. c. 

- 3 -

- 9 -

- 4 -

- 3 -

- 5 -

- 4 -

- 3 -

- 4 8 

- 5 -

- 3 8 

- .3 8 

- 3 -

Md". c. 

1 - 4 -

2 - 16 -

• Ald.'. e. 

3 - 30 -

7 130-

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 3 - 1 

- 5 - 2 

- 5 - 2 

- 'I ,- 3 

- "4 2 

- ,,- 2 

- P 8 8 

- 4 - 1 
_ ,,_ 2 

- 4 -, 2 

_ 4 4 2 

_10 -

- 14 -

- 19 -

- 30 -

- 17 8 

- 16 8 

- 30 -

- 9 -

-19 -

- 20 -

- 17 -
1-6- 1 -3- 1 -4- 1 

1 -3- 1 -2- 1 -8- 1 

- 10 -
_ 9 -

- ~ ~ .. - ~ ~ lEi ;, I I 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

__ j __ :: ___ ;_~ __ ~~i~I---;-~--~--!--,:---l!f------f--i:---;-:--~--J--I--_;_;_· __ I __ i __ ,~ 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

JId ••• c. 

- - 8 

- 1 -

- - 4 

- - 8 
_ - 8 

_ - 8 

_ - 8 

_ - 8 

- - 8 

- - 8 

- - 8 
_ - 8 

- - 8 

lild •• c. 

1 - 2 -

1 - 2 8 

1 - 1 4 

1 .. 1 8 

1. - 2 4 

I - 1 8 

1 - 2 C 

I - 1 -

1 - 2 4 

1 - 2 -

1 - 2 -

1 - 2 4 

1 - 1 8 

lild •• , c. 

1 - '1 -

3 - 23 -

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

I 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

- ,; -
- 6 -

- 6 -

- 8 -

- 7 -
- 6 -

- 8 8 

- 6 8 

- 6 4 

- 6 • 

lild. •• c. 
1 - 1 8 

1 - 7 -

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 1 -
·18 

- 2 8 

- 2 -

- 2 -

- 1 8 

- 2 -

- 3 -

- 2 4 

- 1 12 

- 112 

Md ••• c. Md. .. c. 
1 - 2 8 11 1 17 • 

1 - & - 18 3 29 8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 1 8 9 

- 1 12 10 

- a - 10 

- a 8 II 

- 2 8 10 

- 1 8 10 

- 3 - 11 

- 3 - 9 

- 2 - 10 

- 2 - 10 

- I _ 10 

- 31 -

1 & 12 

154 

1 II 8 

1 J 8 

1 - 8 

1 22 12 ' 

- 86 8 

1 - 12 

I & 4 

I 7 8 

1 - - 8 1 - 2 4 1 - 6 - 1 - 2 - • - a - 9 - 36 12 

1 - - R 1 -}12 1 -5- 1 -181 _2_ 9 _284 

Calcutta, General Post.olliee,} 
21 November 1850, 

E. BotelUlo, 
Superintendent. 

SUTEMENT, showing the Weight of ~l[ails RECEIVED FROM each Line 

WE S TEn N. 

II>oghly, Ghazeepore. I M ... ,apore. Chuua.. I BaDCOOra./ J~~t 
I M.d. 

il!onth Cawnpore. Denares. GT" I.Uaso, •• 

MA.DnAS LINE. 

Mad, ... 
T .... AL 
orth. 

. Madr .. 
MOIL 

and --.-----:~~----.~~-----

Date. E ! ! ! i l ! ~ ~ Ii· & & ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ i ~,,:,! f. :,,; ~ i i ~ ~ ! ~. "',,; : .. ~ I f. ~"t f. ~ f. ~,,= ~ .. ~ j f. j ~ 
i ~ 2<1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~. ! ~ ;.; ... :. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ _ 1:= ;;; ~ ~ ~ 

-:~i---- 'lId,s'le l.tld,"C' .t:d."~1-' _ Md~:. .tId. c. ll.ld",.:.j bId..... M_d ••. ~j M.d •••• j 1;;:: Md..... lild"'~. Md ••.•. 
I Nov. 1 - 6 8 -j 1'_ . - -' . - -.. - - . 6 8 1 - 1 " 1 - 6 - , - G 4 

2 2 - 12 Ii - 2 - 10 2 - ~7 - 2 - 11 12 2 - :I 8 2 - J 2 - 1 8 2 - 3 'I 17 1 34 3 I _ 1 1 -" 2 _ 0 _ 

:

3::'," :2-~~5j4_ll!I-~22.85'111-3 2-20-1-681-1-;2-4 2-11-1131541_3_1_62_9-
• ~ - ,7 8 1 - 10 - 1 - 7 8 I - 2 8 _. • - - 1 - 2 8. 38 _ 1 _ II _ J _. G " 2 _ 8 4 

- 7 1211 - 13 12 1 - 6 11 ,1 - 1 IJ 1 - 3 'I 1 • - 9 1 - 1 4jl0 I 1 11 1 _ 1 1 _ 9 2 _ 10 _ 

0' " 2 - 8 1 - 2 8 1 - " 8 1 - 12 - 1 - 5 8 1 - - 141 2 - a 14 2 - J.. 1J 1 - 2 ~8 12 1 1 8 -. • 1 - 6 _ 1 _ 6 _ 

7 ' 8 8 1 3 1 - ,; J 1 - 11 - 1 - Ii 4 1 - 1 P 1,- 2 1 - - ~I 1 - 2 10 - 38 12 1 _ 1 1 - 5 _ I _ 6 _ 

8:: :: Ii j. 21: 6 2 - 10 3 - 27 " 1 - 4 - I - 2 - 1 - 2 - 1 - - 8 1 _ I 14 1 17 12 _. _ 1 _ 5 1 _,_ 

9., 1 - Ii J 1 _ I 8 2 - 11 " 2 - 15 - 1 • Ii - 1 - 1 1 1 - 2! 1 - - 'I 1 - 1 2 II 1 2 13 1 • 1 _ 1 _ 6 ,_ 'I _ 

10" 2 - 9 1 - 2 - 2 - 6 " 1 - 18 - I - Ii ~ 1 - 2· 1 - 3 - 1 - - 4 1 - 2 8 11 I 8 4 1 _ 1 1 _, II _ I> • 

II n 1 - 3 - 1 - 1 8 1 • 'I 8 1 - 10 8 I -. 'I - I - '.l - _. • _. • 1 - 1 8, 'I - 33 _ 1 _ a 1. '1 _ II _ 10 _ 

12" 2 - 6 • I - 4 -/ 2 - 10 1 - 19 1 - 5 1 - 3· 1 -' Ii - 1 - - 8 •• - 10 1 12 8 1 _ 1 4 1 _ II 8 I _ 6 12 

13.. 2 - 6 8 11 ~- .1 11~1I 1 - I 8 1 ~ 16 " 1 - 8 1 1 - 1 4 2 - 3 12 ~ -: _1.j i - " 4 13 1 & 1 1 - 1 11 -_ ~ 1. 2
J 

_. 6 J2 
14.. 2 - 5 6 1 - 5 ~ 1 1- 9 \2 1 - 4 - 1 - I ~ -. • 1 - I 8 - 28 _ - _; • • " 8 

I.,. 2 - 3 13
1 

1 - 3 1 - 4 - I - il 4 1 - 7 • 1, - ! 12 1 - 3'- 1 I -. - D _ M 0 ~. • 1 _ 4 E 1 • , • 

C .. lcutta, General Po.t.oflice,} 
21 Novembe~ 1860. 

E. BotellM, 
Superintendent. 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION" &c. IN INDIA. 

\ of the Road for a Fortnight, frc..m 1st to 15th November 1850. 

\ BERHAMPORE LINE. DACCA LINE. KEDGEREB MIDNAPORB LINB. MADRAS 
II 

• 
Berbampore. 

, ~ 
01 .. 
f 
iii 
t-

I I 

a 

I 
I 

If 2 

I I 

\ 2 

I J 

I 2 

2 
I I 

I 2 

I 2 
1 

1 
I 

2 

I 

I 

t· 
'I , , 

I 

-

• :II' 
01 .. 
~ e · iii 

I 

1 

I · 1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

I 

-
2 

I 

I 

-
I 

oJ 

~ 
1$ -

MIl.,. ". 
-16 8 

- 30 -

- '1 -

_13 -

-15 -

- 17 -
- 20 -

- 13 -

-16 -

- 9 -

-16 -

- 20 -

-13 -
-19 -

- 6 -

• 

Dacca. 

.. .., 
-a' 
1$ 

Md. I. c. - 5 --& --4 -
- 6 -
- & -- & 8 

- II 4 

-« -
- & 8 

· -
- 9 II 

- 4 -
- a -
· -- 412 

8j. 

LINB. LIN II. 

Noddea. TOTAL. Se.lore. Dacca.' Baugundee. 8 ....... ~ TO'I'AL. Kedgeree. J4idnapore. Bombay. TOTAL. Madrat. 

~ 
01 .. 
.8 
§ 
II!; -
1 

I 

I 

1 

I 

1 

I 

I 

I 

1 

( 

1 

I 

I 

1 

~ 
III .. 
t 
'S 
~ 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

-
2 

I , 
-
3 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -01 • III III III III .. .. 'S .. ~ 
0 

1 .8 .. 
~ 

... ~ Ili i 
oJ : oJ 

i> i 1 
.., 

i> S . ~ .. 
~ .. 

~ 'Il ~ 1$ " 1$ " 1$ 1$ II!; II!; :z; II!; ----------I- .... -
Met.,.e.! I 

Md. .... Md •••• , JJ1Jl. ": e, Md t.e Md ..... 
- a - 3 -19 8 1 I- i 8 1 - 8 1 - -

1 
1 _ 12 

- '1 - 4 -87 - I -10 - 2 - 20 1 -1 1 - 8 

- 2 - 2 - 9 - I - 4 1 - " - 1 - - 1 - 8 
- 2 _ 

3,-16 - I - 6 _ 1 - 5 8 1 - - 8

1 
1 - " 

- 3 - 3 _18 - I - 8 - 1 -la - 1 - -

~ 
J - " - 2 8 a - 19 8 1 - II I -10 1 - - 1 -12 

- 212 3 - 22 12 1 - '1 8 I -10 I - - 1 - 4 

.- S - 3 - 16 - I - '.11 1 
_ 5 8 1 - - 8

1 
1 - 4 -

- 2 " a -18 « I - 6 - 1 - 10 1 - - 8 1 - " - 3 - 2 -12 I " I " - 1 - - 81 I " - - .- -, 
- a - 3 -19 - I -& 1 - 7 1 - - 8 1 - " -- 2 8 a - 22 8 1 - '1 1 - 10 1 - - I 

8 I - " - 2 8 3 - 16 8 I - '1 - 1 -10 - I - - 8' 1 - 4 
\ - 2 - " - 21 - 1 - 6 I -11 1 - - 8 1 - " - 2 - 2 - 8 - I 

_ 4 
1 - 5 - I -- 81 I - 4 

I 

:r .. .. 
:II' I :II' 
III III .. .. .. 
t i t li t .. 
~ '" ~ ~ 

~ 
!l' 

~ ~ ~ II!; :z; 

Md. •• c. Md ••• c. Md ••• e 
4 -211 1 - 2 - 1 - 2 ! 

5 - 39 I - 3 - I - " -, -16 I - 1 8 1 - 2 

" -la 1 - 1 12 1 - 2 4 

" - 22 8 1 - 2 8 1 - 3 8 

« -28 8 1 
_ 3 _ 

1 - 3 

" - 22 - l' - 212 • 1 - 3 

4 -141 I -10 - 1 - 3 -
" -19 1 - 2 8 'I - 2 1 

" - 12 ,8 1 - " - I - 3 " 
4 - 16 8 I - 2 - I - 3 • , - 21* ! I - 2 - 1 -, 3 

4 - 21 8 1 - 1 12 1 - 3 

4 - 22 1 - 1 8 1 - 3 

4 -13 8 1 - 1 12 1 - , 

~ 
III .. 
i 
~ z 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

I 

I 

1 

I 

1 

I 

I 

~ ~ ., 01 .. 'S .. \; .. .8 -! ~ '" 
.., 

a I ~ ~ ~ ~ 
II!; z 

MIl.I.c. Md. •• c. Md •••• 

- 4 • 2 - 6 8 2 _15 _ 

- 6 - 2 _ 10 - 2 - 18 -
- 3 - II - 6 _ 1 - 9 8 

- 3 2 - 512 1 
_ 5 

" - 6 - 2 - 9 8 I _ 9, 8 

- « 8 2 - '1 8 1 - '1 _ 

- 6 2 - 9 - 1 - 8 8 

- 4 2 - '1 - J - 5 8 

- 5 2 - '112 I - 8 

- 6 1 2 -10 - 1 - '1 

- " - 2 - '1 - I - '1 

- 31 2 - 6 - I - '1 

- " 2 - 7 - I - 6 

- 5 2 - 8 - I - 16 

- 5 2 - 9 - 1 - 5 

W. Tayler, 
Postmaster.generaL 

of the Road for a Fortnight, from 1st to 15th November 1850. 

DACCA LINE. 

I I TOTAL 
Jessore. Baupndee. of the 

Dacca MaiL 

~ ~ 
01 III .. h 

0 .. t li i II .g, 1 f 1 ~ II!; 1$ II!; 

Md. •• c. Md. • .. Md. •• c • 

- 3 - 1 - ~ 8 3 - 8 8 

- 4, - 1 - I - 3 -10 -- 3 - 1 - 2 - a - 9 -
- 3 12 1 - -8 3 - 9 8 

- « - I - - 8 3 - 9 8 

- a 4 I - - 8 3 - 9 , 
- 3 - I -1 - 3 _10 « 

- a 12 1 - 2 - 3 - 912 

- a 4 1 - 1 - 8 - 912 

- . - 1 - 1 - I - 1 -
- 512 1 - 1 8 5 - 17 -
- 5 - I --8 3 - 9 8 

- 2 tI 1 - 1 - 4 - \I tI 

- - . 1 - _12 1 - -12 . - 7 8 1 - 1 - 6 - 14 , 

I BERHAMPORE LINE. BOMBAY LINE. KEDGEREE 
LINE . . 

TOTAL TOTAL 

I 
T~AL I of the of the or Berhampore. Rangpore. Berhampore Bombay. Mldnapore. Bombay Kedgeree 

MWI. 

~ ~ I i 
III 01 III .. .. .. .. 
.8 ;i j oJ I .. t 

i . i '" a !!> s 
~ ~ . • II!; :r; 
1--' :-

Md. •• c • Md. •••• Md. •••• 
1 - " - 1 - I 8 2 - 6 8 -
1 - " 8 1 - 212 2 - 7 " 1 

1 -5 4 1 - 5 - 2 -10 « I 

I - 7 - I - 6 - 2 -13 - 1 

1 - 712 1 - 3 - 2 -1012 I 

1 - 5 - I - 4 , 2 - 9 4 1 

2 - 10 12 I - 412 3 -15 8 2 

1 -" - I - 2 8 2 -6 8 1 

1 - 3 - I - 7 - 2 -10 - I 

- . - - 1 - J 8 1 -2 8 1 

2 -IQ - - - - . 2 -10 - 1 

1 - 612 1 .- " " - - . 1 

1 - 5 - 1 -6 8 - . " 1 

2 - 6 " 1 - 3 8 - - - 2 

1 - Ii - 1 - 4 - - . - -

R 

~ • . 
III .. .. t. .. 

i '" 
.., 

s i ~ 
:r; ----

Md.~. c. W ••. c. 

- - 1 - 3' -

- Ii - 1 - 5 -
- 6 - 1 - 4 -
- 5 - I - 2 8 

- 9 - J - 3 -
- 5 5 I - :; -
- 7 - 1 - 5 -
- " - I - a 4 

-7 - 1 - 5 -
- 4.- 1 - 3 -
- 6 8 1 - « -
- 2 8 1 - I 12 

- 2 - I - 4 -
- 912 I - 4 -
- . I -« II 

Mall. 114a.L 

~ ~ 
III "' .. 'a 
t II j li '" e i ,Sf 
~ ~ II!; 

W.II.e. Md • •• c. 
1 - 3 - 1 - 3 8 

2 -10 - I - 6 « 
2 - 9 - I - 2 8 

2 - 7 8 1 - " ~ 
~ -12 - , - 2 f 

2 -10 :; 1 - Ii -
3 -12 - 1 - I -
2 - 7 4 'I - 3 -
2 -u- 1 - 7 -
2 - 7 - 1 - 4 -
2 . 9 8 1 . 312 

2 - 320 1 - 1I -
2 .. 6 - 1 . 2 -
3 -1312 I - 3 -
1 - 412 1 -3 12 

W. Tayler, 
Postmaster.general. 



PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

Appendix (A.), No. 30!. 

Sl'Al'ElIfENT, showing the Number of BAGS received from Bombay with the Overland Mail, a,nd their Weight. 

; 

DATE. 

lot 0 

2d · 3d, 0 

4th 0 

6th · 6th 0 

7th · 
8th ~ 

9th 0 

10th · 
11th 0 

12th · 
" 

0 .. · 
" 

o. 

" 
0 

" 
0 

,. 0 .. 0 

" 
0 .. ~ 

" 
0 

13th 0 

14th 0 

15th · 16th 0 

17th 0 

18th- 0 

19th 
Om 
1st 

2d 

2 

2 

2 
2 
2 

3d-
4th 

2 
2 

5th 
6t!!. 

2 
2 

2 
3 

" .. 
" 
" 
" 7th 

8th 

9th 
Oth 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 -
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 -... 
0 

... 
0 

Average 

0 

· 
o· 

· · · · 
· 
· 
· · 
-· · --
0 

-
0 

0 

., 
· 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-
0 

0 

0 

0 

~ 

0 

" 0 

0 

· 
0 

0 

-
· 
0 

0 

MONTH. DATE. Number of Bag •• Tolah. WEIGHT. 

Md. s. c. 
May - - - - - 13 - · 6 - - 4900 - I 20 -
" - - - 0 0 0 14 . · 11 . . ·7440 0 2 13 -

TOTAL . . 0 . . 0 · 17 . . 12240 . 3 33 - I , . 
4' 

Appendix CA.), No. 31. 

STA.l'ElIf¥T. showing the Weight of the Dawk Mails recei;ved at and 
( 

CALCUTTA MAll. CSIT2'EJIPORS MAlL. AGB •• lilA,," BOMBAY IIlAn. 

Despatched. I Received. Do.patched. Received. 

~ l .: 
~ ~ 

.. 
~ 

.. 
li .;: " :; 

"" .. ~ "" J:l! ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ c=: 
f-------

Ib .. lb •• Ibs. lb •. lb •• lb •. Ib9. lb •• 
7 - III - 19 - 11 -. 
7 - 6 - 8 - 16 -
9 - t! - 18 - 12 -

11 - 6 - ·22 - - -
9 - • 7 - 22 - 12 -

10 - 6 - 16 - 10 -
15 - 10 - 19 - 12 -
11 - 6 - 18 - 20 -
Ii - - - 16 - 21 -

10 - 8 - 19 - 12 -
7 - 8 - 23 - - -

10 - - - 17 - 14 13 
- - ... - ... - 11 -
- - - - - - - -
- - - - - - ... -- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - -

6 - 6 ~ 18 - 12 -
12 - 8 - 18 - 14 -
9 ,,- 13 a- 22 - 12 -
8 - 12 - 12 - - -
8 - 7 - 14 - J8 -

12 
10 - 7 - 19 - 12 -
8 - 7 ... 16 - 15 -

10 - 7 - 19 - 13 -
8 - 6 ... 20 - 12 -

10 - 10 - 20 - 14 -
6 - 12 - 13 - - -

10 . - ,'I ... IS - 10 -
14 -- 7 - 7 - 24 - 12 -

13 - 7 - 22 "20 13 -- - - - - 20 - -- - - r- - 20 - -- - - - - 20 - -- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -
8 - 10 -, 16, - - -

12 - 9 - 20 - 19. 
14 -

8 - 8 - 20 - 16 -
7' - II - 12 - ... -

-.------ ---- - - -9s\i - S, - 17, 20 

II Exp..- receIved tor tbe Madras steamer &om Bombay. 
& Overland Express from Bombay. 

lay IS 

D .. patched. Received. ' Despatched. I 
.: .s 
=' 
~ 
~ 

lb •• 
16 

12 
20 
23 

, 

22 
20 
20 

20 

18 

20 
24 

20 
------
----

20 
20 

20 
14 

18 

24 
20 
16 

23 

23 
15 
20 
-

23 
23 
-----

24 
17 

18 
12 

IS! 

.: .: 
~ .s 

~ 
.. 

~ " 
;; .. .. 

~ C! J:l! .. 
~ ~ 

lb •• lb •• lbo, lb •• lb •• 
16 19 - 19 -
- 8 - 8 -
-, 12 - 17 -- 19 - 16 -- 9 - 15 ! -- 12 - 16 -

20 14 - 19 -
- 18 - 19 " -

- 14 - 12 -
- 18 - 15 -- 12 - 16 ... 
- 14 - 16 .-- ... ... - ... 
- - - ... ... 
- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- J - - - -- - - - -- 16 - 15 ... 
- 20 - 19 -

20 - - 21 -12 
- 14 - 12 ... 
0 I8, 0 16 ... 
- 19 - 19 '7! - 12 - 16 .-- 14, ... 1& ... 

I 

- 10 - III ... 
1'2-- ~ - 19 -- 17 - 12 -- 6, - 14 -- 8 

- 12 - 16 -
II 19' 10 - 22 20 

19 - ... - 20 
- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - 19 -1'1 18 16 16 . .. 

18 - - 18 -- lJ - 10 -
10 - - -. 

181 13~ 16 1611 Hi 

e Overland Mail received from Bombay. 
d Overland lIlail recelVed from Bombay. 

Recei"ed. 

I 
13 

i :; :r c3 
'ba. !be. 
13 -
14 , ... 
'8 -13 -

16 -12 -10 24 
22 
22 10 

-8. 
12 It 
7 

10 &6 
17 "17 

dl6 
14 14 
... 16 ... 13 
- 14 
- .14 ... 16 
- 18 
- 10 - 1~ - 14 - 13 

HI 12 
10 ... 
9 ... 

16 ... 
10 ... 
9' ... 

9 -12 -10 -. 
12 ... 
11 

.. ... 
18 -
8 -

13 -14 ... 
- -- -- ... 
- -- ... 
8 ... 

16 -. - ... 
28 -

7 -
12a 13~ 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, ~c. IN INDIA. 

Appendix tA.}, !to.30!-continued. 

STATEMENT, showing the Number of BAGS despatched to Bombay with the Overland Mail; and their Weight • . 
lI10NTH. DATE. N umber of Bog •• Tolab. WEIGHT. 

Itld. s. c. 
May - - - - - 14 - - 3 - - 2000 - - 25 -.. - - - - - 15 - - 9 - - 4720 - I .19 -

TOTAL - - - - - - - 12 - - 6720 - 2 4 -
Calcutta, General Post-olliee, 21 May 1851. 

(True Copy.) 
(signed) E. BotellM, Superintendent. 

Cecil Beudon, Comm ... ioner. 

Appendix CA.), No. 31. 

despatched from tbe lIIadras General Post-office in tbe Month of June 1850. 

BANOALO"& MAIL. CANNANOn& IIIAIL. CALICUT MAIL. I QUILON MAIL. TAN.OB.& MAIL. 

Despatcbed. Received. Despatched. Received. De.patched. t Received. De.patrhed Received. Despatched. Received. 

• 
~ ~ 

:a 

~ 
~ 

~ ~ I ~ .; j , I j , ~ .. :a 
~ 

:a 
} "3 "3 ol "3 "3 "3 ~ 

". b 
.. " "'" =' :.. .. 1 .. ~ .. ~ bO ~ 1 .. ~ 1 ~ &! ~ .. " ~ " .. .. .. " .. 

I>: ~ ~ ~ ~ I>: r.l ~ I>: I!'I 
I---- --- ~------------------ I- I---

Ih •• lb •• lb •• lbs. ' lb •• lh •• lbo Ib .. lb •. - lb •. lb •• lb •• lbo. lbs. • lb •• lb •. lb •• lb .. lb •• Ibs • 
20 - 10 - 16 • - 10 - 18 - 24 - IS - 9 - 16 - 10 

10 
8 - 6 - 6 - 11 - 10 - 8 - 12 - 14 - 12 - 13 

18 - 9 - 12 - 12, - 15 - 11 - 16 - 10 - 18 - . 12 
19 - 6 - 16 - 12 - 19 - 16 - 18. - 10 - IS - 21 
18 - II - 14 - 12 - 17 - 9 - 17 - 10 - 17 - 12 
16 - 8 - 12 - 14 "- 18 - 8 - 18 - 16 - III - 16 
20 - 13 - 16 - 26 - 16 - 12 - 16 - 14 - 16 - 26 

17 - 13, - 12 - 13 - 18 - 10 - 20 - 16 - 16 - 14 

14 - 9 - 12 - 10 - 12 '- 14 - 12 - 10 - 12 - 15 

17 - 8 - 14 - 13 - 17 - 9 - 19 - '7 - 16 - 13 
14 - ,6 - 14 - 14 - Ii! - II - 19 - 12 - 17 - 12 

17 - 7 , - 15 - 14 - 18 - 7 - 20 - 8 - IS 21 10 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 20 -
. 

18 - 8 - 16 - 10 - 20 - - - 18 - 9 - 20 - 12 
20 - '7 - 15 - 12 - 18 - 10 - 20 - 9 - 16 - 11 

- - - - - - - - - - 13 
19 16 8 - 22 - 14 - 22 - - - 18 1~ 20 - 16 - 16 
17 7 - 18 - 12 -' 9 - .9 - 14 9 - 15 - • 16 -

I 7 
18 - 8 - 16 - 14 - 18 - 8 . - 20 - 11 - 16 - 14 

21 - 5 - 18 - 15 - 20 - 8 - 21 - 17 - 17 - 10 
18 8, 14 - 16 - 16 - - - 19 - 9 - 16 - 22 - - , 

,16 - 6 - 12 - 18 - 18 - 20 - 19 - 9 - 16 -: 12 
12 

20 8 13 - 9 - 17 - 21 - 16 - 10 - 16 - 12 - -
21 7 - 12 - 8 - J8 - 12 - 20 - 12 - 16 - 21 -
15 10 12 , - 12 - 14 - 10 - 15 - 8 - 14 - 14 - -
18 - 7 - 10 ... 10 - 18 - 7 - 18 - 8 - 16 - 10 

20 - 4 - 16 - 10 - IS - 10 - 22 - J\ - 16 - 11 
24 P20 6 IS °20 JO - IS 020 16 - 20 022 II - 20 9 21 8 -- 20 - - - 20 - - - 19 - - - l!J - -- - 21 -
- 20 - - - 20 - - - 20 - - - 20 - - - 21' -
- 20 - - - - - - 21 - - - 20 - - - - --- 20 - -- - - - - 21 - - - - ~ - - - -
- 20 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -, 

22 O§ 16 - 12 - 18 - \4 - 16 - 12 - 16 - 12 - - 19 10 17 9 IS - 7 • - 18 - 8 - 20 -. 13 - - - -
18 8 .- IB - II - 18 - - - • )8 - 12 - 16 17 12 -10 8 - 9 - 8 - 10 - 18 i - 12 - 14 - 12 - 14 -- - - - -

I:H\ 

- - - - - - - -
1--------~--- --=-r-:. ~i--- :-----I--

III 19~ 7~ t I - t J.l~ I 20 1213 - 6B 201 - 17J 201 IbA 17h 1311 

" 

• Overland lIIail to Boruh.y. ' f Overland Express Ie Bomhay. 
9 Extra lIIa.)s were despatcbed on th .. date on account or tbe arrival of tbe steamer from Su .... 

(True Extract. ) CeCIl Beudon. c"mmi •• ioner. 



Appendix (A,), 
No. 82. 

PAPERS ltELATING TO THE 

Appendix CA.), No. 32. 

STATEMENT, showing the Average Daily Weight at present carried by LETTER MAIL on tlle sev~ral 
Lines of Post under the Control of the Postmaster-general of Bombay; and the Aggregat!l 
Weight which the Means of Conveyance at present available will carry.' 

ROUTE. Distance in Miles, 
Average Weight Aggregate Weight 

DOW carried. which can be .anied. 

Bombay to 'Indore - - - - 374 - · 65 lbs. - · 2001bs. 
Ditto to Panwell - - - - 20 - · - - - Unlimited. 

Panwell to Poona - - - - 70 - - 72 
" - - 2001bs •• 

Poona to Nagpore - - - - 406 - - 60 
" - - - No s:\:ecific agree-

ment in t e contract. 
:Bombay to Bassein - - - - 86 - - 40 

" - - 150 lbs. 
Bassein to Broach - - - - 195 - - 40 

" - - 150 
" Broach to Kaira - - - - 101 - - 40 

" - · 72 " Kaira to Bhooj • - - - - 258 - - 20 
" - - 54 

" Bhooj to Luckput - - - - 80 - - 20 " - - 54 " Panwell to Vingorla - - - - 254 - · 20 " - .. 36 " Poona to Danoor - - - - 241 - - 80 
" - No agreement. 

Ditto to Hurryhur • - - - 219 - - 80 
" - - aitto. 

Ditto to Mabableshwar - - - 55 - · 8 
" - - 18 lbs. 

Punderpoor to Sholapoor - - - 41 · - 7 " - - 18 
" :Beigaon to Beejapoor · . - 125 - · 18 ,. · - 36 " Ditto to Vingorla - - - - 72 - - 14 

" - · 36 
" Dbarwar to Moondgode - - - 42 - - 15 " · · 36 " Ahmednugger to Malligaum - · 113 - - 12 " - No agreement. . 

Aurungabad to Kunhur - - - 35 . - - 12 . ", - - 36 lbs. 
Kunhur to Dhoolia - - - - 59 · - 10 

" - - 18 " Karinja to Acola - - - - 39 · - 4 
" - · 18 

" Ditto to Ellicbpore - - · 74 - · 10 
" - - 36 

" .Jaffrabad to Jaulna - - - - 26 - - 6 
" - - 18 

" Panwell to Gherebunder - - - 30 - - 14 
" - - 36 

" Dhoolia to Asseerghur - - - 124 - - 20 
" - · 36 " Asseergbur to Mundlasur - - ., 72 - - 10. 
" - - 36 

" Mundlasur to Goozeree - - - 14 · - " " · · 18 
" Loongur to Mllndorrbar - - - 50 - - 3 

" · · IS 
" Bhopamur to Boroda - -' - 164 - - 14 " · - 36 " Kaira to Hursole - - - - 61 - - 12 

" · · 36 " Ahmedabad to Gogo - - - - 103 - - 3 
" · - 18 

" Ditto to Deesa - - - - 103 - - 12 
" -. - 36 

" Deesa to Mount Abbo - - - 49 - - 4 
" · - 18 

" Ditto to Pahlunpoor - - .. 18 - - 2 
" - - 18 

" Rajkote to Than - · - - 36 - - 10 
" - - 36 " Luckput to Tatta - - - - 80 - · 10 " - - 18 ". Kurrachee to Hydrabad - - · 124 · - 24 
" - - 21 " Hydrabad to Sukkur - - - - 84 . - - 9 
" · -: 18 " Ditto to Oomercote - - - 86 - - 5 
" - · 18 

" Kotree to Shewan - - - - 30 - - 9 
" - - 18 ,. 

Sukker to 'Bhawulpoor · - - 224 - - 10 
" · · 18 " Ditto to Bhanda - - - - 94 - - 12 
" - · l8 " . Ditto to Shikaloor - - - 24 - - 12 
" - - 18 

" Shikarpoor to Lar hana - - - 48 - - 12 
" - · 18 ." Ditto to Khangar - - , - · 2.J - - 12 
" - 1"- 18 " 

• ~here are 27 s~ges on th~s road; at 7, three runners a.re kept up, and at 20, two. A. runner's 
load IS 18 Ibs., whlcli would gIve 361bs. as the aggregate, Instead of 27 throughout. , 

(True Copy.) 

(signed) W. Court'MY, 
Commissioner, Bombay • 

Cecil Be4don, 
Commissjoner. 

., 



Appendix (A.), No. 32.-continuet!-

. 
SUTEMENT, showing the Daily Weight QfMA.ILS dispatched from the Bombay General Post-office, during ~he Month of June ]850. 

. 

·~t 1 • ..1"" 
. 

2d 3d 4th 7th 8th 9th lOth 11th 12th 15th 16th 17th 18th 19th 20tll '22d 23d 24th 25th 26th -27th 28th 29th 30th 
1 

1st 21st a . p; 

. , 
• r------

201
1
240 

- - - - --I--.- - - - - ~ - -. 
Indore Line • 44i 41 1471 240 1551 1661 7 13 551 25 118 IS 641 9 13 74 23 1061 3.1 271 290 200 200 200 200 214 219i 1821 . 

N agpore Line · 152 71 209 160 302 282 115 219 6 108 120 118 61 96 87 120 113 llO 97 68 48 112 106 210 110 g3 109 201 207 186 

• . . 
22 Hurryhur Line · 39 3 501 89 106 108 26 86 21 201 19 166 13 18 14 16 13 11 47 54 12 6 18 10 47 68 64 54 461 

.jll. Damoor Line · 20 3 261 23 86 56 21 23 11 7 10 15 13 18 21 27 18 24 28 27 58 37 191 IS 17- 18 14 13i . . 
Southern Konkan 3 i 31 21 13 8 15 141 1 12 17 18 20 18 14. 8 2 7 ~! 4 12 16 3 3 17 18 6 8 }6 18 

Guzerat Line · 81 9 68 81 243i 85 18 83 10 61i 68 82 79 51 36 11 691 23 81 29 iiI 120 126 36 68 82 101 68 88 10 . 
, 1 

(signed) W. Courtney, Commissioner, Bombay. 

(True Copy.) 
Cecil Beadon, CommissioD/lf. 



134 PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

Appendix (A.). No. 33. 

STATEMENT of CORRESPONDENCE passing through the lIJadras General Post-office, in March of each Year 
. fi'om 1839 to 1850. 

Description of Lett4!rs. 1839. 1840. 1841. 1842. 1843. 1844. 1845. 1846. 1847. 1848. 1849. 1860. 
• ------------------------ -

Despatcb!,d , 
Paid - - - 9572 17587 19880 20798 , 232b6 21277 22246 21835 22840 21375 21194 20418 

Bearing - - - - 495'4 6787 8088 8015 9975 9583 10224 )1955, 12203 13327 - 14102 13428 

Received: • 
Paid - - - 11107 20861 23324 21924 24540 24222 24825 26295 25201 26116 26247 21660 

Bearin .. - - . 
• 0 

3353 4104 4469 3483 7172 7573 80110 9048 9668 10002 11224 10304 
---------------------- - -TorAL - - - 28988 49339 55761 64220 64943 62655 65375 69133 69912 • 70820 72767 65810 

I 

Not above t Tolab: 
Paid - - - - - 9069 11277 13153 14958 15325 15745 15358 16295 15535 15694 14875 ' 

Bearing - - - - - 4001 4990 5675 7336 7296 8043 9423 9972 10761 11626 Jl3i9 

Above 1. not above 1 Tolah: 
Paid - - - - - 7625 7583 6757 7299 5355 5738 5721 '5342 5183 4963 4546 

Bearing - - - · - 2567 2844. 2091 2399 2084 1998 2348 2033 2308 2~20 1869 

Above 1 ToIah - - - - 1112 ~266 IIS7 1239 800 946 940 1001 915 793 1277 

Half Anna rate: 
Paid - . - - - 4235 5047 5907 7120 7052 7565 • '1041 '1581 '1199 7370 6573 

!learing - - - - - 10S8 1202 1480 1076 1895 2141 2790 2679 3101 8239 8314 ---------
- 73!!71 

' . ----------TorAL - - - - - 5323 6249 9096 8947 9706 9831 10260 10300 10609 98117 . 
'Within 100 Miles: . 

Paid - - - · -~ 7113 7776 9305 8650 9350 8832 9255 8809 9037 8422 

nearing - - - - - 1725~ 1956 2528 2361 2638 3363 8153 3669 87a8 3717 
----'- -TOTAL - - - - - 8140 I 8845 9732 11833 11011 11988 12195 12408 12471\ 12795 12139 

Within 200 Miles : 
Paid - - ~ - - . 3210 .. 3505 3572 3554 3716 8806 4362 4172 8982 8814 8554 . 
Bearing - - - - - 828 1168 1401 1413 1322 1340 1721 1655 2027 2021 19l1 --- --..-:--------~ ---------~ ------- -TOTAL - - - - · 4038 4673 4973 4967 5038 5146 6083 5827 6009 5835 5465 . . 

Within 800 Miles: 
Paid - - - - - 2917 3215 3327 3673 "S383 3570 3216 3258 8288 8365 3327 

Bearing - - - · - 1635 1975 1893 2551i 2315 2563 2552 2992 2989 3815 8373 ------------,------ S76sT6250 amnuo TOTAL - - ~52 5190 6220 6228 5698 6133 -.. . 6700 

-Within 500 Miles : 
Paid · - - - - 21rtS 2524 2591. 2789 2620 2587 2675 3122 2854 2976 2786 
Beariog · - . - - · 1588 2003 • 1780 2101 2235 2325 2779 2968 3233 3800 2937 ------ ---- ---- ---- ---TOTAL - - - · · 3731 4527

1 
4371 4890 4855 4912 5454 6090 6087 6276 5723 • -

Beyond 500 Miles: -

Paid - - -- - - 2902 8523 3532 3935 2908 2933 2750 2833 2442 2002 2429 

Bearing · - - - - 1011 1210 985 1378 _1350 1358 1540 1435 1409 16Q8 1490' - - '"""429114290" 40;8R 
------TOTAL - - - - - 3913 4733 4517 5313 425S 3610 3919 

N.te.-The detail of welgbt.t and distances appli •• only to lette .. dispatcbed, no particular 8C'i"un, of received laUen being kept. 

(True Elttract.) 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &c. IN INDIA. 

Appendix (A.), No. 34. 

INCREASE of CORRESPONDBNCB since the Reduction of Postage in 1839, in. the MOFUSSIL POST-OFFICBS of the 
Madras Presidency. 

- ~.-

Per. 

OFFICE. YEAR. Number of Letters. 
Ceotage 

OFFICE. YEAR. Number of Letters. of 
Iocrease. 

General Post-office J838 · · · · · .469269' Rajahmundry · J834 · · · · · · 87652 
1846 · · , . · · 1110985 1885 · · - - - - 39185 

~ 1887 · · · · - · 88758 
Increase - • 641716 1838 · · · 0 · - 44702 --- 136 ---

In the Mofussil . . - Increase 0 1605861 160297 
geuerally. --- ---

TOrAL - 2247577 , Average · 0 40074 . ---
1840 0 · · · · · 90484 

Ootaeamund · 1838 · · · · - - 16038 1842 · · I. · · • 108971 
1848 0 · - · - - 58855 1845 · · · · · • 130628 --- 1847 · · · · · • 155656 

Incre .... · · 428J7 ------ 266 485739 
---

Madura . 0 1838 0 · · · · · 20349 Average · • 121434 
1849 - - .' · · · 66854 40074 --- ---

Increase · · 46505 Increase · · 81360 

'. --- 228 ---
Secunderabad · lst Jao. to 30th Masulipitam · Jan, to Juoe 1839 · · · · 3363 

Juoe 1838 - · · · .. 51611 1845 · · · · · · 8555 
· Ditto 1850 · · · · · 97178 ---, --- , 

Increue · · 5192 
Increase · · 45567 ------ 88 Trinchioopoly · 1838 · · · · · · 53863 

1849 · · · · · • 1270011 
Coi ",batore · I month in 1836 · · · · 1727 ---

18bO · · · · · · 5910 In(."1'ease · · 73146 -- ---
Increase · · 4183 Nellore · · 1838-39 · · · · · · 8900 

---, 242 1849 - - - · · · 71578 . ---
Hyderabad • · 1838-311 • · · · .' . · 24685 Increase · · 62678 

1840-41 · - I' · · · 44540 ---• 1845-46 • · · · · • 121767 South Arcot · 1838 · · · · · · 51532 
1846-47 · - !: · · • 119099 1848 · · · - · • 149295 
1847-48 · · · · o 125845 ---
18411-49 - · - - · • 130357 • Increase · · 97763 
1249-50 · · · · · • 132173 I ------ I 

GBJ)jam · · · - - I No .ccount"" 
Increase on 1538 - 107486 BangoloPe - · · . . · Ditto. 

--- 435 I Chiogleput • · · . - · Ditto: 
Salem · · · - . · Ditto. 

Bellary . · 1833 · · · · · · 19211 ea.ara · · 1838-39 " · , . · · - 24517 
1834 · · · · · · 19130 1848-49 · · · · · • 185063 
11135 · · · · - - 22173 ---
• --- Increase · • 160546 . 60514 . - - ---

--- Kurnool · · 1843 · · · - · - 26695 
Average · · 20171 ... 1849 · · · · · - 34295 ------

1847 · - - · · • 123887 76~0 
1848 · · · · · • 124936 ---

- 126733 , Vizagapatam 1838-39 · · · . · 24393 1849 · · · · · - - · ---' 1849-50 - · · · · • 124719 
375556 ------ Increase · • 100326 

Average · • 125185 . -
20171' Malabar · · 3 months in 1838 · · - - 10092 

--- 1849 · · - · - · 32357 
Increase · • 105014 ----

--- 620 Increase ' . - 22265 

Trav8Dco~ • 
---

· 1838 -. · · · · · 25298 North Areot · 1838 · · · · - · 43860 
1840 · · - · · · 58703 184S- · · - · · - 142002 
1845 - · · · - • 119260 ---
1849 - - · - · - 133340 Increa .. · - ,98142 --- ---. Increase on 1838 • 88042 Tanjore · · 1838 · · · · · · 36416 --- 194 For -4. Offices · 1841> · · - · · • 122809 

TinneveU)' • 1838 - · 10388 ---· · · · · Increase 86393 
1849 · · 34836 · · · · · · --- I 

---
Increase . · · 24448 Accounts for 5 Offices are 

--- 235 
i 

wanllng. 

135 

Per· 
Ceotage 

of 
Increase. 

203 

154 . 
135 

704 

189 

654 

28 

411 

220 

223 

237 

(True Extract.) Cec.l Btadon, CommlS9,ooer. 

R4 



Appendix (A.), 
No. 35. 

1> APERS RELATING '1'0 THE 

Appendix (A.), No. 35 .• 

RETURN of SHIP LETTERS, NEWSPAPERs.and PARCELS despatched by Sea from the 
Post-offices in the Bengal Presidency, from 1st to 28th July 1850. 

LETTE RS. 

,,; .. ~I~ ,,; ,,; ,,; 

4 ~ 4 f~ 
,,; 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ "0 '0 '0 "0 '0 "3 
'0 "3 "0 i! "0 ~ ~ E-< ~ E-< E-< E-< '"' l-
E-< E-< E-< E-< 0 -'"" ~ .... !2 ... 
II) ... .., 

<0 a- t/:) '" ... - - - .,. 
~ .r . ~ .. tID tID ... ... .. .. too .. too .. - .5 

1 
.S 1 .S .5 .5 '" '" " " :a '" "t:I 11 '" 1l 1 :a 1 :;; :;; .. :8 .. 

I ! 
.. :8 .. 

!l 
~ ~ u « e u :: .J .. !.1 !.1 !.1 !.1 " .. .. OJ -c 

~ ~ ~ 
... 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 'l! ~ 
.. 

~ 
0 z z z z Z E-< 

On which only ship postage} 2803 25 13 3 4 1 1 6 2 1 6 1 - - 2866 is chargeable - - • 
On which inland postage also 1 . 

is chargeable - - .5 470 4 - - - - - .. -- - - - - 474 
Service and free - .. .. 1800 26 17 8 9 9 80 9 3 2 10 2 1 1 1977 

68511 

2662 
,5317 

685 

~;-I~-; - - ----~ ---r- -- - - ----TOTAL .. - - 30 11 13 10 81 15 I 5 3 16 3 1 1 6002 

NEW SPA 1> E R S, &c. 

~ j ~ ~ ~ 
,; 

i 
,,; j 

.. ol 

! j ~ -a ~ 
..!! "0 "0 '<I 

~ 
"0 '<I 

~ 
'a 

~ E-< E-< E-< E-< E-< E-< £-
~ <II ... 0 ... ~ '" 0 flO 

.,. ... 
<0 '" ;;; ... .,. .... .... ... ... ... ... - too tID I too .. ~ . ~ .. .. tID .. ~ .5 " 1 " ~ " .5 ~ , "t:I :a ~ :a :a 1i ." :a 
~ 8 I ~ I :8 :8 

~ :81 II: 
:8 

~ " " ~ S .. .J .. 
~ !.1 !.1 " .. .. -c 

~ 'l! ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
... 

~ 
... 1$ 

~ 
.. 

0 0 .z z ~~ £-- - - -----I--- - ----
O~ which only ship postage} 1661 147 27 14 11 4 18 () 1 1 2 1 1892 18 chargeable - .. _ 
On which inland postage alsO} 

72 2 2 - - - 76 is chargeable.. .. - - - - - - -
Service and free - .. - 111 5 - - - 1 - '- - - - - 117 -------- --- - - ~-I-;Ti-

.......----. TOTAL .. .. - '18441154 29 14 11 5 18 5 'I 2085 

• 
PARC~LS. 

01 ,,; 
~ ,,; 

~ ~ 1 ~ ~ ~ 
~ 0 0 g-o 0 ... .., ... - .. .. tID Ii " .. .S :a :a ." 

~ 'I/: 8 5 5 !.1 III J 

~ 1$ 
~ 

0 is 
Ii!; 0 

~ .., - - .. 
o~ whioh .hip pootage 0011

1 
37 15 5 IS chargeable. _ _ .. - 57 

On which inland postage also 
1 .. is chargeable - - - - .. - - - 1 

Service and free - _ .. 47 6 1 8 62 ---- .-
TOTAL --- - -. 85 21 6 8 120 

• Welghts unknown. 
Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 

~ 
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• Appendix (A.), No. 36. 

RETURN of SHIP LETTERS, NEWSPAPERS and PARCELS despatched by Sea from the 
Post-o~ces in the Madras Presidency, from 1st to 28th July 1850 inclusive. 

L ETTE RS. 

~ ~ -! j aI 

~ C! ~ .~ ... ., ... ... co ... 
I .. .. .. ." - 1 .S .S i ... ... 
g: 8 ~ u 

" .. " " ~ ~ 
Z ~ ~ 

Z ~ -------
On which only ship postage 1 433 

is chargeable - - -J 
On which inland postage also l 404 

is chargeable - -1 
Service and free - - - 1345 

TOTAL - - - 2182 

j aI 
~ 

0 ~ ~ 
GO ... .. ' .. 

1 ~ :~ . .. 
~ ~~ ---- - ----I-

.. 
< .. 
0 
~ ---
433 

404 

]345 

2182 

NEW SPA PER S, &c. 

4 ~ -! -a 
C! ~ ~ 
~ 

~ (0 
co -.rr .. ~ .S , 
1 1 

;;; 
8 .. 
" < 

~ ~ 15 S 
Z Z ~ 

276 - - - - - - 275 . 
9 - - - - - - 9 , 

80 - - - - - - 80 

On which only ship postage} 
is chargeable - - -

On which inland postage also} 
is chargeable - - -

Service and free - - -

TOTAL 

PARCELS. 

j .: -! aI 
~. ~ ... -a ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Q Q Q go 
S Q 0 ... ... ... .. .. .. Ii - " .S ~ 1 ] I ~ .s 
" " ~ .. 
~ ~ . ~ 

0 .. . Q ~ . ' ... 
. 

On which ship postage only} 51 - - - ~ - . 51 
is chargeable - - -

On which inland postage also} 9 - - - .. .. .. 9 
is chargeable - - - . 

Service and free - - - 3 - - - - - - 3 . --------~---
T~TAL - - - 63 - - ~ - .. - 63 

(True Extract~) Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 

s 

Appendix (A.), 
No. 36. 



Appendix (A.), 
No. 37. 

PAPERS .RELATING-TO THE 

Appendix (A.), No. 37 .• 

RETURN Of'SHIP LETTERS, NEWSPAPERS and PARCELS despatched by Sea from the Post
offices in the Bombay Pree.idency, trom the 'lst to the 28th July 1850, both inclusive. 

L ETT'E R S. 

.; .. .; 
~ ~ ~ 

., ,; ,; j .. j .; 

~ 
.; 
~ '!l .; j ~ .; .; .; ~ -; 

~ 
-; ... ... ... .. .. ... OJ 

~ 
'0 ~ ~ '0 '0 '0 ~ '0 ~ t! '0 ~ '0 ~ '0 E! ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ 

.. ~ :!: ::l <D «J '" c:> co .... .... 
'" .... ... co .... '" '" :: ... -.... .... .. .. Vol ... .., .. .., .. .. .. .. .. .. •• .. :f .. ... ... f "" ... :11' .. 

'--- " '" ~ ~ :.a " '" " .. .9 ~ .9 i .9 i .9 i :a :.a ~ ;g :.a 1 ..., :.a .., 1l 
.., 1 II ~ ~ 

.. 5 .. " ~ gj 8 !l 1.1 !l .. !l " !l !l 
" " il 

.. .. d' .. H .. &1 
.. .. :l .. .. .. .. .. ~ .. t! .. 

111 
.. :I II .. II .. .. " .. .. .. .. .. .. " ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ -~ ~ --- 1; 1; ~ ~ 't; 't; - 1; ~ ~ 
.. 

" " " ~ " 0 

~ 2i Z l!i Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z ~ 

-- - - - i- i- - ~ --I-- - ----- - - - . 
n which only ship postage} 505 13 6 I) 2 3 2- - 1 1 - - - - - - - - - 538 
is chargeable - - . 
n which inland postage} 7 

. 
also is chargeaLle - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 7 

ervice and free - - 380 70 20 815 16 12 5 5 8 - 1 2 3 3 2 3 1 1 1 556 

o 
o 
s 

-- - - - - - - - - - --, 

71-; -
f- - - - - - --

TOTAL - - - 892 83 26 13 17 19 14 5 5 9 1 3 3 2 3 1 1 1 110) 

NEW SPA PER S, &c. 

.a " ~ 
,; 4 .; j ~ 

.: ..a ~ .g 
~ ~ 

.. 
'0 ~ '0 '0 ~ ~ ~ 

0 

~ 
r< ~ ~ 

~ 00 .... 0 .. 00 .... 0 

'" .... co Vol ... .... .... '" 
f 

.. :f :f Jf 60 btl l ~ -- .S .a i .., :a :a 1 
:.a 

~ :l !! ~ 3j. .. 
~ :l " i .. ~ J tf !If !If :I .. 

" II .. ~ 
-:; ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ 

-:; ~ 
.. 

0 0 

Z Z Z Z ~ 

On which only ship postage 1 232 32 1 2 3 1 5 1 1 278 is chargeable - - J 
On which inland postage 1 - - - - - - -also is chargeable - -J - - -
~ervice and free - - 30 30 - - - - - - - 60 

- - - ------I----
TOTAL - - - 262 62 1 2 3 1 I) 1 1 338 

PA R eEL S . 

. .. 4 WI 

i "" ~ 

~ "0 ~ ~ ~ 
0 0 0 .... 
~ 

Q 0 " .. '" ... 
--- !f btl btl :a .9 1 :.a .., 

~ .. ! !l .. ~ ~ .J .. II .. .. 
• ~ . ~ ~ 

0 .. 
0 ~ Vol 

-

On which only ship postage} 7 19 44 70 is chargeable - - - '- -
On which inland postage also} - - -is chargeablf' - - - - --
Service and free ... - - 2 - - 1 - - 3 

, -----_. --
TOTAL - .- - 1J 19 45 - - 73 . 

(signed) W. Courtney, Commissioner, Bombay_ 

(True Copy) Cecil Beadon, Commissis:>ner. 



Appendix (A.), No. 38. 

COVERS IMPORTED per Peninsular and Oriental Company's Steamers. 

Calcutta. Forward. N ewspapen and Price 
GIIA~D POltage levied on Currentl. • 

YEAR. TOTAL. To'lu .. TOTAL. Free. TOTAL. Cover. 

I delivered in Calcutta. 
Paid. Unpaid. Paid. Unpaid. Coioulta. Forward. 

R •• a. p. 
1846 · · 45407 11909 57316 18129 - 5265 23394 43563 14681 58244 770 139724 7453 11 6 
1847 - · 4.4776 15184 59960 17965 5564 23529 53222 12182 65404 866 149759 9378 4 -
1848 · · .7857 18464 66321 168811 6292 23174 544!!4 20515 14999 691 165191 10938 8 8 
1849 · · 52878 21549 74427 23962 6827 30i89 60380 27190 871110 289 193075 13158 5 3 
ISSO · · 57215 23&65 80780 25015 6370 31385- 63644 28526 92170 372 204707 14712 15 6 - --TOTAL . · 248133 90671 338804 101953 30318 132271 275293 103094 378387 2994 852456 55641 7 6 . 

COVERS EXPORTED per Pellinsular and Oriental Company's Steamers. 

Newsl,apers and Price . 
Calcutta. lnIana. Currenta. Grand Inland Postage Steam Postage 

YEAR. TOTAL. TOTAL. TOTAL. Free. TOTAL. on on 

paid. Unpaid. Paid. Unpaid. Paid. Unpaid. Inland. 
Export Covero. Export Covers. 

• , -- ~ • . -
R •• G, p. R,. II. p. 

HI46 · · 18390 67272 85662 7498 34633 42131 1147 68328 11635 81110 14695 223598 10861 3 - 14753 8 -
11147 · · 20189 62745 82934 8317 19507 27824 1800 44219 2489 48508 14071 173387 9929 10 16213 13 3 
lij48 · · 21503 57900 79403 8404 20056 28460 1862 38055 2759 42676 13799 164338 11273 4 6 16840 9 9 
1849 · · 23208 59255 82463 Jl472 20892 32364 2449 39722 4999 47170 12635 174632 12541 9 11 18487 8 3 
18)0 · · 28154 62398 9Wi2 11194 2197' 33168 2986 42234 1611 46831 15836 186987 12982 911 20754 2 -

I 
. 

71036 • TOTAL . · 112044 3091170 421614 468811 117062 163947 10244 232568 23493 266295 922892 57588 4 8 87049 4 3 . -QOVER8 IMPORTED per Overland Mail via Bombay. COVERS EXPORTED per Overland Mail via Bombay. Z -GB~ND GBAND TOTAL 
Letters. Papero. Letters. Paper •• 

TOTAL. A~IOVNT. 
YEAR. F,'ee. TOTAr., Amount. . Fre •• TOTAr. Amount. 

Calcutta. Forward. Calcutta. Forward. Calcutta. Inland. Calcutta. Inland. 

~ -> 
Rs. II. p. R •. II. p. R •• II. p. 

1846 · " 44146 94.86 31774 12223 2708 10083' 1;6514 - - 32755 119 23290 49 3956 60169 019483 8 - 160506 105947 8 -
1847 · · 40359 7426 31019 10028 2438 91270 56631 11 - 30101 78 19875 9 2905 52963 45463 9 - 144233 101095 4 -
lij48 'I · 30091 5216 21682 1165 1570 65724 41846 II - 26156 102 17796 13 946 46011 38552 8 - 110735 80399 3 -
1849 · · 22754 2724 15487 4648 879 46492 2751>0 2 - 27771 90 16863 4 773 45501 38944 5 - 91993 66494 7 -
l8aO · · 24257 2496 15922 3958 891 47624 36733 2 - 27598 131 17648 3 1016 46396 40877 3 6 93920 77610 5 6 

---------- -- ___ --L. ---- ----- -7-8-1"9595 TOT~L . · )61607 27348 115884 380211 8486 351847 218275 10 - 144380 515 95472 250040 213271 1 6 601387 431546 11 6 

(signed) J. R. B~ Bennett. 

(True Copy,) Cecil Belli/on, COlllmi .. ioDer. 



A pp(>ndix (A.), No. 38j, 
. 

th4TEMENT, sh'owing the Number of STBUI COVBR$ received at and despatched from Singapore, Penang and Malacca Post:offices, per Peninsular and Oriental Company" .. 
. Steamers, in each Year, from 1845 to 1850 . 

. - . 
DES PAT C HE D, . 

1845. 1846. 1847. 1848. 1849, is 50. 
- . 

~ 
. 

5 
J 

~ . E ol e - t 

i 1 ~ TOTAr.. J .!i TOTAL. 
~ I ~ Tau", 

~ 
It .!l TOUL. I! It 1 TorAt.. I ~ i TorAL. 

J ~ I ! ~ t ;; 
0.1 J: ~ ~ .! ~ Po. 0.1 ~ If ---- -- - - ---- -----------

Singapore • · · 17317 5543 - 22860 -t8321 n535 - 65856 59541 17619 - 77160 70379 22099 - 92478 59987 21b69 - 81556 - - - - t 

enaDg . l' · · 1580 . . - 1580 6501 . . - 6501 10595 . p . - 10595 10449 . · - 10449 9384 . . - 9384 lIUb - . - 11115 

11 {alaocs . · · 147 . - - 14'1 108 . . - 108 119 S .. 122 689 5 3 697 832 6 4 842 518 6 - IH9 

---- --- - - - ------ - --r 11634 TItTAL · . · 19044 5543 - 24587 54930 I. 17{j35 - 7246~ 7021>5 17623 .. 87877 81517 22104 -3-1~ 70203 21575 4 91782 11628 6 

RECEIVED. . . 
· 

s iogapore • · · 7634 6638, ... 13272 29639 20619 .. 50258 43294 80129 ... 73423 63958 '12664 - 126622 42683 65937 - 108620 - - - -
enaug . · · . - . . ... . . . - . · ... - . . . - . - . . . . - · - . . 14949 . . - 14949 18949 . . - 18949 

a1acca . · · 234 82 - 266 88 . · - 88 47 2 - 49 III . · - III 240 123' - 863 245 260 - 505 

- - - - --- - ----- - ---
'l'PTAL . .. - 7868 5670 - 13538 211677 20619 - 50296 43341 3013) I -I 73472 54069 72664t-=-~ 57&72 66060 .. 123932 19194 260 - 19454 

-
.. CecillJeatloll, Commll8lODer. 

... 
-l:o 
o 



• 
POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &c. IN INDIA. 

Appendix (A.), No. 39. 

STATEMENT of the Number of LETTERS and NEWSPAPERS despatched and received by 
the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Company's Vessels at Madras in each Year, from 
1845 to 1850. ' 

DESPATCHED. 

March 1845 March 1846 IIrarch 1847 March 1848 March 1849 

- to to to to to 
February 1846. February 1847. February IB48:J February 1849. February 18&0 • . 

LETTERS: 

Fr9m Madras - - 29707 38831 39979 41260 40527 
. 

From Mofus~il - - 26427 33670 47252 51991 47292 

TOTAL - - - 56134 72501 I 87231 I 93251 87819 

NEWSPAPERS: 

From· Madras - - 7930 14442 1972(J 22649 22182 

From Mofussil - - 605 973 1599 1585 1673 

TOTAL - - - 8535 15415 21325 24234 23851) 

RECEIVED • 
• 

LETTERS: 

F?r Madras - - - 23746 36243 32889 29373 34708 

For Mofussil - - 29866 30507 43353 56902 49320 

TOTAL - - - 53612 I 66750 76242 86275 I 84028 

-
NEWSPAPERS: 

For Madras - - 43263 43198 4p386 54008 47892 
. 

For MofussiJ - - - 25250 21576 24957 31897 32015 

TOTAL - - - 68513 64774 74343 85905 79907 . , 

I 

1845. 1846. 1847. 1848. 1849. 185 O. 
• 

LETTERS: 

Received • 2338 5341 5248 5701 6965 6705 - - - -
Despatched - - - 2860 4707 6133 7141 6979 7520 

NEWSPAPERS: 

Received - - - - 3850 5190 7704 6610 9665 6421 . 
Despatched - - - 578 908 1785 2050 2058 2007 

(True Extract.) Cecil Beadon, Commis.ioner. 

83 

Appendix (A.). 
No 39 • . 
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• 
PAPERS RELATING TO TilE 

Appendix (A.), No. 40. 

RETURNS, showing the. Number of COVERS despatched from Bombay General Post-office by the MAIL S'l'EAMERs in 
each Year since A.D. 1841. 

yea .... 

1841 

1842 

1843 

1844 

years. 

By the regular monthly mail 

Ditto - - ditto -

Ditto - - ditto -

Ditio - - ditto - . 

1845 {BY the regular monthly mail 
Ditto mid-monthly - ditto 

TOTAL - - -

{
By the regular monthly mai~ -

] 846 Ditto mid-monthly - ditto -

TOTAL - - • 

1847 {BY the re~ular monthly mail -
Ditto mld-plonthly - ditto -

TOTAL - - -

{
By the regular monthly mail 

1848 Ditto mid-monthly - ditto -

TOTAL - - ~ 

• 
1849 {BY the regular monthly mail .... 

Ditto mid-monthly - ditto -

J!;ngli.h ,,;4 Marseilles 
and Southampton. Foreign Europe. 

I1EMAI1KS. 

Lette.... Paper .. Letter.. I Pap~r •• 
- 261234 

- 277318 

-; 355649 

25812 -380563 

86290 

]80772 

139870 

194435 

LET T E I1,S. 

12077 

13933 

17949 

18640 

1729 16202 6601 332 149 

7510 

8016 

9219 

8979 1

--The recorp.s of this office 
exhibit only tbe total number 
of letters and papers dis
patched in the year 1841 to 
1844, consequently the par. 
ticulars cannot be given. 

NEWSPAPEI1S. 

27074 
2309 

61769 
9311 

4540 3915 
259 566 

29620 183602 81417111445 3635 

31349 199804 '880181-;;;;;-1-37-8-4-1--2-9-3-83- --7-1-14-0-'--4-'-9-9-" '44Al 

72537 
7349 

33086 

26479 
8541 

124494 
38858 

163352' 

57754 
18497 

7017 
1406 1067 

15729 
6294 

56367 
22704 

3312 3501 
610 1781 

2611 I 
3678Ii-2-1-0-23-t-7-9-0-71-1---u;;;--; 76251 8423 

0i438 6824 2380 
-15729 1234 . 997 

14833 
5020 

(81)01 
15718 

2839 
608 

3387 
1711 

118621 I 
40249-

-----·I----~---------I----<l---~-----~-------,------,-----
158870 I 85020 

12561 
11749 

24310 

75159 
58655 

133814 

16491 106094 

70167 8058 3377 19853 

9485 
7578 

64619 

46844 
18350 

8447 5098 

2203 8341 
685 1639 

83095 551612359 
1724~ 1441 937 

-;-;~ 69571-;;;;-t-1-7-0-6-3-1--6-5-19-4-f--2-8-8-8-1~ 

93944 5311 2186 
22173 870 1116 8281 

44061 
22656 

1942 2993 
631 1601 

-------I-------~----~----------I-------·~-----_4--------I-----
TOTAL - - - 16491 106094 116117 6181 3302 8281 66717 2573 4594 

{
Bv the regular monthly mail 

1850 1>i~to mid-monthly - ditto 17060 110450 
97795 
20902 

6154 
1118 

2390 
1171 10853 

49457 
21465 

2236 
527 

2914 
1694 

• TOTAL - - • . 17060 110450 118697 -;;;;- 3561 <;-1-1-0-8-5-3-1--7-0-92-2-1--2'-7-6-3 -;;;-

Bombay, General Post-office, 31 March 1851. A. W. Ravenscroft, Postmaster-general. 
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Appendix CA.), No. 40-contmufd. 

R£TURNS, showing the Number OfeOTERS received at the Bombay General Post-office by the l\IAIL STEAHER8 in 
each Year since A.D. 1841. 

- S 
J.,Q Engli.h vi4 Maraem .. 

Foreign Europe. w.e and Southampton. " .. 
Yean. --- i~ REM.\RKS. 

s .. 
,s1 Letter .. Paper •• Letters. Papers. 
~~ 

1841 By the regular monthly mail - - - 298038 242863 14030 60000 l- -Th, re •• "," .f th~ ..... 
Ditto ditto 309981 282954 

exhibit only the total number 
1842 - - - - - - 14603 60000 ?fletters and papers received 

Ditto ditto 325996 297877 
10 the year 1841 to 1844. 

1843 - - - - - - 17019 60000 The sys~em of pre-paying 
Overland letters was intro-

1844 Ditto - - ditto - - - - 353790 370"099 20579 60000 duced in 1844. 

LETTERS. NEWSPAPERS. 

E ~ ~ ~ S . 'l;l 

~ 
• " .. • ~ .. 0 fIl .s fIl 

Yea ... --- fIl" j::, .. ... ,; 
"" "" j eo ... 

!!'5 " e iii ~ " ~ .. t ~~ ~ 
::: .. 

"""'l .! ~ :Ii " .~ 
E " 

;> .i; • !;1 r.l .. 
~i " 0 " 

." 
~;r ..., . .. !il 'n :o! f :l 
~ ~ ~." .f! 

~ '" m :°1 't:I 't:I ~ aJ~ ~i. ~ ::: i::: . 
1845 

fBy the regular monthly mail . 2419R 223443 59091 12212 1260 327760 98396 42000 
l Ditto mid-monthly - ditto - 1450 13791 1777 716 740 31121 12882 18000 

TOTAL - - - 25646 237234 60868 12928 2000 358881 111218 60000 

{BY the ree:olar monthly mail - 24398 154920 J 38671 12440 11095 201875 67265 42000 
1846 Ditto mid-monthly - ditto - 11241 62302 14409 1020 II 95 125147 38417 1I!000 

TOTAL - - - 35639 2172221 53080 13460 12290 327022 105682 60000 

-
{BY the regular monthly mail - 25665 132050 38212 8504 1558 216813 63256 42000 

1847 Ditto mid-monthly - ditto - 15092 71969 12154 1656 1560 129014 38978 18000 

TOTAL - - - 41757 204027 50372 10160 3118 345827 102234\ 60000 . -
{BY the re~ular monthly mail - 15145 (10470 48991 7006 1708 1057461 74354 42000 

.1848 Ditto mId-monthly - ditto - 2.3967 -82242 13221 1037 1713 197188 42093 18000 

TOTAL - - - 39112 142712 62212 8043 3421 302934/ 1163'>7 60000 

{BY the regular monthly mail - - - - - 64904 6053 2359 - - 95100 42000 
1949 Ditto mid-monthly - ditto - 31104 95426 17023 744 2024 219216 46874 18000 . . 

43851219216 TOTAL - - - 31104 95426 81927 6797 140974 60000 

{BY the regular monthly mail - - - - . - 62788 7023 3268 1- - 101461 42000 
1850 Ditto mid-monthly - ditto - 33119 100669 19405 1265 2733 2274]2 49007 18000 

---
6001 1227412 TOTAL - - - 33119 100669 82193 8288 150468 60000 

• It has not been the practice to count the new~papers received fj'om Foreign Europe. The average monthly numher may 
be assumed to 00 about liOOO covers. . 

Bombay, Genel'al Post-office, 31 March 1851. A. W. Ravenscroft, Postmaster-gener~ 
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144 PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

Appendix (A.), No. 41. 

. 
LIST of NEWSPAPERS despatched from the Calcutta General Post-office on the 

20th February 1851. 

Number of Number of Total Weight in Average Weight 
of' Names of the Presses, &c. Bearing Newspapers. Paid Newspapers. Tol.he, each Paper in 

Tolah., 

-

Englishman - - - - - 219 - -. 17 - - 670 - - 2'84 
Bengal H U1karu - - - - 138 - - 20 - - 432 - - 2'73-
Morning Chfonicle - - - - 118 - - 8 - - 379 - - 3' 
Frien~ of India. - - - - 442 - - 14 - - 1489 - - 3'26 
Citizen - - - - - - 35 - - 0 - - 109 - - 3'U 
Price Current • .: - - - 19 - - 0 - - 17 - - '89 
Commercial Advertiser - - - 10 . - 2 - - 30 - - 2'5 
Samachur Chundrica. - - - 19 - - 0 - - 28 - - 1'47 
Sangbad Proboka. i - - - 16 - - 0 - - 50 - - 3'12 
Individuals - - - - - 74 ~ - 52 - - 355 - - 2'81 

TOTAL - - - - 1090 - - 113 - - 3559 - - 2'95 

(signed) E. Botellko, Superintendent. 

(True Copy,) 

Calcutta, General Post-office, 

Cecil Beacion, Commissioner. 

21 February 1851. 

,Appendix lA.), No. 42. 

STATEMENT, showing the A V'erage Weight of One Copy of each of the N EWSPA PEllS 

despatched from the Madras General Post-office. 

DES C RIP T ION, 

Spectator -

Circulator 

Madras Advertiser 

Fort St, George Gazette 

Athenreum 

Crescent -• 
Christian Her!1ld 

Native Herald -

A~kbur in Persia. 

Vurthamanatharangunce in Telugu 

Dravada Theepeecay in Tamil -. -

Eastern Guardian 

Price Current -

United Service Gazette 

(True Extract,) 

Average Weight 
of 

each Newspaper. 

Tolahs. 

31 
'1 t 
21 
31 
3 

2 

2 

1.1 
1 ' 

Ij 

2 

2 

1 

24 

Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 

. 
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Appendix, (A.), No. 43. 

STATBMBl'IT.ofthe Amount OfPO.STAGB due on Cbargeable NEWSPAPERS, &c., dispatCbed by Inland PostJrom all the 
Post-offices in India during }'our Weeks, with a Calculation of the same for One Year. 

North. W .. tern" 

I 
. 

Bengal. Provin .... Madr .... Bombay, TOTAL. 

- . 
Ra. a. p. Ra. a. p. Ra. a. p. Ra. a. p. Ra. a. p. 

Newspapers, &C. -. - - 4826 1 - 4281 12 - 3181 .- - 7232 3 - 19521 - -

TOTAL for Four Weeks 4826 1 - 4281 12 - 3181 - - 7232 3 - 19521 - -

~ 81 

i 

Newspapers, &c. - - - 55815 10 41466 9 8 94276 11 8 254470 2 9. 
-. 

TOTAL for One Year -. 62911 2 91 65815 10 
81 

41466 9 8, 94276 11 8 254470 2 9 

Cecil Betu1on, Commissioner. 

Appendix (A.), No. 44. 

STATBMBNT, showing the Number of COUNTRY LBTTERS and GAZETTES rejected Unopened at Calcutta, and which 
have been returned to the Sender, from July to December 1849. 

MONTHS. . 
. Service 

July - 1849 - -. 
August . -. 

" 
September - -" 
October - -. 

" 
November - -" 
December - . 

" 

TOTAL - - -
Calcutta, General Post-office, 

31 January 1851. 

and Free. 

- -
- -
· -
- -
· -

· -
- -

LETTERS. GAZETTES. 

REMARKS. 

Post paid. Bearing. Service Post paid. Bearing. 
and Free. 

. 4 4 _ . - - - 5 

- - 11 - - - - 4 
As rejected foreign 'covers 

2 - - - - 4 
are entered indiscriminately - - with the like country letters, 
&c., in the registers, it is not 

~ .. 5 - . - - 13 now possible to discriminate . between them • 

- - 4 - - - . - -
- ~ 1 - - - . 3 .. 

4 27 - - - - 29 

J. R. B. Bennett, Deputy Postmaster-general. 

T 
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Appendix (A.), No. 45. 

f U LETTERS at the Oalcutta 
STATEME~T, showing the Particulars 0 NCLAIMED 

--
REi\JAlNItlG. 

' SI~CE DF..LIVERED. 

Letten. Guetle& Lette". Gazettet. 

" l'ostage, Pootage I POltage POIlaga -- .. .. of of .. .r of of 

J ~ ai 
.S 

Gazette •• =! .; '5 1 ! J LettefL G8:le11el. .,; ai i!: i I.ettero • .. 
" .:; i!: I\; IQ p., ~ 

p., to. c., ~ I'l p., 

f- -------~ -
JANUARY 1849. IJ Rs. ... p • R •• ... p • R.. G. p. H, ••• ,. 

120 261 8 -149 117 8 - 33 9 - 70 '2 135~ 7 - 40 68 2 6 9 5 -Inland English L.tters 0 , 
2 9 6 28 - - - 414 

Inland Native Letters 210 10 ,a04 - - 19 172 9 - - - - 0 0 · 0 

Ship, Steam and, Overland 
J35 3 53 109 - 48 3~ 14 6 Jl '1 - 82 1 33 63 - 4 24 1 - 1 6 -.Letters 0 

0 - 0 , 
Ship and Steam Native Let. 

5 - 43 , 4 - :; 'I 12 - - 15 - 2 - 6 1 - 1 1 6 . · · Ie .. 0 0 - 0 

Calcutta Steam Letters - - 82 - - 42 8 - 0 - 0 - - :;a - - - 28 - - 0 · · · 
:Sombay Steam Letters - - 7 - -~Fo~_o -:.:. - - 6 - - 9 3 - • · , 

· ----- i211- f-- -: ""fla;-;-:-470 26 I 1750 221 3114:; 6 I 411 ~ 8 - 160 3 261 71 1010 • 

- ," . -
FEBRUARY 1849. 

Inland English Letters 0 83 18 2.0 3 3123 90 10 6 26 13 - 36 3 114 3 3 37 53 8 - 7 3 -
Inland Native Lettero · 169 11 1828 - 1· 8 164 15 6 1 3 - 1 - 17 - - - 2 10 - - · · 
Ship, Steam and Overland 

97 3 98 99 - 38 57 13 9 4 - 65 1 30 45 5 2614 6 1 14 Letters 0 0 0 · - - -
Ship Bnd Steam Native Let· 

4 2 24 7 'I 6 0 l 3 1 16 tere - 0 0 · - - - 0 0 - - - - - 0 - · 
pal.ulta Steam Lettel's 0 - - 86 - . - 45 - - 0 0 . - - 38 - . .., 19 8 - 0 0 0 

}lombay Sleam Letter. 0 - - 6 - - - 8 4 ~ - 0 0 - - 2 - - .. 2 12 - 0 0 0 

I------- -
169

1 -1103 - --
353 '34 1782 102 4 274 2 6 37 4 4 204 48 3 42 10'1 3 6 9 1 -

~~ 
.~ ~ -

MARCH 1849. 

Inland English Letters - 68 15 236 3 88 14 ~ 46 1 - 32' 9 100 - 'I 16 4'1 6 6 II 9 -
Inland 1!if alive Letten 0 195 8 1272 2 159 2 ~ 5 12 .. 4 - 19 - - - 3 1 6 0 0 0 

Ship, Steam .and ' Overland • 
Letters. . 0 0 76 12 62 lOS - 68 36 10 ~ 15 11 - 42 3 35 22 . 

11 25 3' - 2 10 -~ 

Ship and Steam Native Let. 
ters ~ 0 0 0 2 . 25 - - - 6 6 fl ~ - 0 1 - 2 - - - - 5 - - 0 · 

Calcutta SteBIll Letters 0 - - 91 - - - 46 8 t- o 0 0 - - 52 - - - 27 - - . - · . 
&mbay Steam LelteJ'a 0 - )- 16 . - - 21 ~ .. 0 0 ~ ... - 12 - -. - - 16 8 - 0 · · --35ll702 - - - ; ---1 79 

--341 113 1338 359 2 t- li7 8 12 220 22 1 27 119 8 . /j 3 . . 

A B S'l',RACT. -
.-

, 
JANUAILY 1849 0 - 470 26 1750 J21 - 2211 384 5 6 48 8 - 160 3 261 71 44 135 6 - 1010 • -
FltB&UARY 1849 . - 353 34 1782 .102 4 169, 274 2 6 3'1 " - 103 4 204 48 3 42' 10'1 3 6 9' r -
M .. &CJI 1849 - . - 341 35 1702 113 1 338 359 2 6'1 8, 

. 
79 '220 22 5 3 -- - III 1 27 119 8 -- ---- !- -
342~-;- -- -

, . 1164 95 5234 336 5 72~ , 1011 10 - 153 4. - 685 141 4~.l3 362 1 6 2414 --'" , 

Calcutta, General POlt·office. 

-
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• Appendix CA.), No. 45". 

• General Post·office during the Months of January, February and l\Iarch 1849. 

RETURNED OR FORWARDED. 
, 

BALANCE STILL REMAINING. 

L~ters. Gazett ... Letters. ' Gazettes. , 
P""tage Pootage -

I 
Pootage Postage .., 

~ of of .., • .., of of 
. 9 " , .S ...; 

~ II ~ ~ 
'0; Letters. Gazet .... ...; .. .~ ..; Ii '" ~ J ... J; ;f ~ Letten. Gazettes. 

'll. ll. ll. 1=1 ri: 
. 

R •• fl. p. Bs. G. p. R •• a. p. Ro. a. p. 

J 2 27 - - 3 11 4 - - 9 - 49 9 99 1 - 106 31 1 6 23 11 -
- - - - - - · - . · - · 204 10 1276 - - 19 167 11 - 2 9 -

49 - 10 8 - - 8 1 - - - - 4 2 10 38 - 44 1 12 6 10 2 -
- - - - - - · · . · · - 3 - 37 3 - 5 6 10 6 - 15 -- - 29 - - - 14 8 - - - - - - - - - -. 
- - 1 - - - - 15 - - - - - - - - - ----------

I 260 I rim -------
50 I 2 67 8 - 3 41 12 - - 9 - I 21 .42 114 207 3 6 37 a -

. . 
3 - 23 - - 13 1014 6 2 9 - '44 Iii 103 - - 73 26 4 - 17 I -
1 - 1 .. - - - 2 - · · - 167 11 1310 - 1 8 162 3 '6 I 3 -
2 - 30 1I - I 17 8 II - 3 - 30 2 38 52 - 32 13 6 - 7 3 -
- - - - - - · · - - · · 3 2 21 - - - a 8 6 -
- - 48 - - - 25 8 ... - - ~ - - - - - -
- - 4 - - - I; 8 - - - - - - - - - -----'---I- -----
6 - 106 2 - 14 59 9 - 2 12 - 244 30 1472 52 I 113 107 6 - 25 7 -

. 
4 I 32 - - 20 16 8 - 3 '1 - 32 I) 104 3 - 190 24 II> Ii 40 1 . . 
- · 1 - . - . 6 - · · · 191 8 1252 2 . 44 155 II - I; 12 -. 
7 - 17 7 - 3 8 9 6 - 12 - 27 9 JO 79 - 54 2 J3 6 12 5 . 

• 2:! 4 7 6 · · 1 - - - 1 10 - · · · I - - - - -
· · 39 . - - Il} 8 - - - . . . - - - I -

· - 4 - - - 5 l' . - - - . .::. - - - -- ----"7'1-·-- ",---

61 11 1 94 23 51 10 Ii 4 3 - 251 22 13881 84 ~ - 288 187 II> lit! 2 ~ 

• ABSTRACT. 

50 2 67 s - 3 41 12 - - 9 . 260 2L 1422 42 . 174 207 3 Ii 37 /I -
6 - 106 2 - 14 59 9 - 2 12 - 244 30 14i2' 52 1 113 107 6 - 25 7 -

II I 94 7 - 23 51 10 6 4 3 - 251 22 1388 84 - 288 18715 6 58 2 -
------- - -I I 67 3 267 I 17 - 40 lIi2 J5 6 7 8 7D5 73 42821178 1 aiD 502 9 - : 120 J4 -

Cl&a! Sam' Starli1lg. 
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>-

MONTHS. 

1849 \ 

Januarr -
Fcb,uary · 
March -
Aplil · 
lIIar · 
Juno · 
July · 
A ugust · 
Septembt.r 

tober · Oc 

N 

n 

oyember • 

ccember • 

TOTAr. . 

-
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
" 
· 
· 
· 
· 

No. 

- 84 

· 402 

· 72 

· 79 . 
· 366 

· 280 

· 238 

· 223 

· 58S 

· 464 

· 608 

· 418 

. · 8822 

Appendix, (A.), No. 46. 

RETURN of UNCLAIMED LETTERS received from the Post-offices, North-Western Provinces, and forwarded for Delivery daring the Year 1849. 
-

RECEIVED. FORWARDED FOR DELIVERY. REl'tIAINIlS'G • 
. 

Paid. • Bearing. Paid. Bearing. Paid. Bearing. • 
Letters. Gazettes. Lettera. Gazettes. Letten. Gazettes. 

Amount. Amount. Amount • 
Amount. Amount. 

. 
Amount. Amount. Amount. Amouqt • . 

R,. a. p. No. RI. a. p. N~. R •. a. p. No. R •• a. p. No. R •• a, p. No, R,. a. p. No. R •• a. ,.. No. RI. a. p. No. Rs. a. p. 
7 8 6 963 148 - - 9 1 14 - 6 - 14 - 34t 10 5 - · - · - · 18 6 10 6 929 1,37 11 - 9 I 14 -

42 10 6 1900 223 4 6 201 .55 3 - - · · · 2 - 9 6 · - - - · 402 42 lO 6 1898 222 11 - 201 55 3 .: 

7 10 - 574 98 8 6 10 1 4 - - · - · 4 211 - · · - · · 72 7 10 - 570 95 13 6 10 1 4 -
5 10 6 873 87 14 6 15 3 6 - 3 - 3 - 20 9 ]0 - · · · · · 76 5 7 6 853 78 4 6 I 15 3 6 -

4012 - 355 430 12 - 99 20 15 - 2 1 4 - 9 2 2 6 · - · · · 364 89 8 - 846 428 9 6 99 2015 -
37 15 - 2199 262 12 6 118 19 - - - .' · · 1 - 8 - · · · · · 280 87 1.'1 - 2198 262 9 6 JI8 19 - -
2415 - 2268 274 13 6 21 4 2 - - · · · - . . . · · · · · 238 U 15 - 2268 274 13 6 21 4 2 -. 
22 4 6 1687 230 13 - .21 611 - 2 - 12 - 1 - 2 - · · · · · 221 ·21 8 6 1686 230 11 - 21 611 -
54 1 6 4065 496 6 6 143 26 11 - - · · · - . - . · · · · · 588 54 1 6 4065 496 6 6 lol3 26 11 -. 
35 12 6 4049 445 6 6 16 511 - 10 1 12 - 527 78 8 - · · · - · 454 34 - 6 3522 871 14 6 16 511 -
70 6 6 4809 654. 2 6 114 24 7 - 2 - 4 - 9 1 14 6 · · · · · 606 70 2 6 4800 652 4 - 114 24 7 -
40 11 6 8885 471 4 - 120 22 6 - 2 - 4 - 6 1 8 - · · · · · 416 40 7 6 8879 46912 - 120 .112 6 --

890 6 - 27627 3824. 2 - 887 191 10 - 27 I 5 II - /613 102 9 6 · · · · · 3795 885 1 - 27014 3721 8 6 887 191 10 -.. 
1l. B. RiddeU. Poetmuter-gellenl. N. W. P. 
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Appendix (A), No. 47. 

STATEIIlENT, showing the Number of U NCLAIIllED LETTERS Opened in the Office of the Postmaster-general, Agra, and the 
Value of the Contents, for 1849-50. 

Name 
Name of the Treaeury IUollth and Date . From 

of the Addressee of 
or PersoD of Amount. wbat Poot-office ,"0 wbat Office 

Letter •• 
011 whom the Draft or Hoondee Hoondee. dispatched. direeted. 

ill draw ... 

Ra. a. P: 
Abemed Bux · · · - Peer Box and Abdul Kodun · Beyeak · · 2d 410 - Gurhmokte.her - Meerut. 

Ditto - - · · · ditto • - · · · Juth · - 10th 400 - - ditto - - ditto. 
Ditto . - - · · ditto - · · - · ditt~ B. - 12th 405 - - ditto - · ditto. 

Ditto - · · · · ditto· - · · · A.adh · · 2d 401 - - ditto - · ditto. 

Baug M ul and Socbaity · - Abeeno.aheb - · · · POOl · · 11th 1800 - - · · · · Gwalior. 
Jabanee Buatee - · · ColIector MYllpoory · · May 1848· - 18th 26 - - Simlah · · MYllpooree. 
Budden Sing - · · · Ajooday Persand, Buldao Sah · Jeith · - 8th 36 - - - - · · Umbal1a. 

Myjoo Khann • r · - Jugg,\:,auth, Buddrenauth - SaUVUD · · 6th 10 - - Agra · - · Futtygurh. 
BunkooLaIl - · - · Mohun Lall and Juggurnauth · POOl - - 3d 27 - -
Saligram · - · · Oomed Ram and Mohun Ram • CheitB. · ~ 4th 25 - - - · · · Muttta. 
Fyzulooddeen - · · · Kboo.balcbund Paruk · · Poo .. B. - - 3d J5 - - Jubbulpore · · Bbopaul. 
Ram Lall · · · - Goolaram Mohachund · · Aughun S. - 3d 10 - - Delhie. · - Futtygurh. 
Tarracbund - - · · Odeyram, Bal .. Roy - · ditto - · 3d 1025 - - Benares - · Etowah. 

Di!to - · - · · Roghoonauth Do .. , Hameer 1I1ul 'Jeith S. - · 11th 700 - -
Rotumchand lamna 1I1ul - · ' Luchmw Chand, Huaruttce - Byeak B •• · 11th 100 - - · - · · Futtygurh. 
Mohamedee Begum - - · Ramruttun, Buddree Do .. · QuarB. · - 6th '1 - . Barei y. · · Agra. 
Sunt Ram - .It · · Hurrik Ram, Muttra Do .. · Aughun B. · 10th 200 - - Delhie· · · Agrz 
Fukeerehand · " · · Roop Mul, Jeykoo Mol - - SauvunB. - 6tb 15 - - Sehore - · · Indore. 
IIlodun Gopaul - - · tiekissen D ... - - - · MahS. " · 2d 75 - 0 Etab - - - .Meet:nt • 
SobunLaIl - · - · . . - - · - · - - · - 39 - - Umballa - ." Delhie. 
Ramkissen and Dwarka Do .. - Sujon Rai and Koonj Mul - MahB. - - 6th 390 - 0 Meerut · - IIloradabad. 
Jhumun Sing · - - - Collector of Futtygurh · · April - · 2d 101 - - Loodiana · .' J\Ieerut. 
Brindabun · - - - Bussee Lall - - - - Bbadurl-. - - lot 50 - 0":' Subathoo - - Wuzeerabad. 
Gungadeen and Balmookundoo - MunuOl Ram, Data n-rul · - Bhadur S. - 5th 10 - - · - - · N noeeerahad. 
NejobutAlly - - - - Deputy Collector · - · March - - 27th 24 - - Meerut - - Agra. 
Kooja Mul Sham Lall · · Manik Chand, PUnDa Lall - AughonB. · 3d 50 - - I,IIeerut - - Agra. 
Sabaj Ram, Kunnya Lall - · - . . " · - · - · - - 500 - - ~ - - - Ramuugger. 
Dwarka Don and Ramper.aud - Buxram and Mohun Lall - - " - - - :- 600 - - Cawnpore - - Sbajeh";'pore. 

Khoohehal Roy and Govin Doss - Debaram, Sull.ram - - · Koowar 1903 - 1.t 10 - - - · - - Moradahad. 
Sewnath and Ramn.th - · Jotceper&llud - - · · - · · - 9th 100 - - - - · " Cawnpore. 

Jowahar Lall and Kiaben Doss · Shewdeen Lall and Dowaram - Sauvun 1904 - 2d 550 - -
Gopal Roy, Gone8h Lan, Kanynal} 

and Ram Lall - • - Budree D ... and Ramruttun - Koowar 1903 - 9th H - - - - · - Agra. 

Mungul Sain, Banoe Ram - - HwdaviDbss_ -. - · - · · - - 78 0 - - - · - Jaunpore. 

Gopal Mul · - - - R~mLall · · - - Magh 1903 - lst 150 - - - · - · Simla. 

Shewdyal and Sabu Ram - - Kh08hebal Roy and Buxeeram · <-'heit 1902 · 13th 200 ;- - Banda - · - Lucknow. 

Buddree Doss 'and Ramruttun " · · · - - 25 - ~ Jounpore - - Agra. 

Bhajun La11 - - · - GovinDoss - - - - · - · · · 300 - - Cawnpore - - IIli128po", 

Bunkairam and Jeetmul - - · · - - · 10 - - Lu.know - · Delhi .. _ 

Ki.hen tall and Koory tall - Gunput Roy and Kanyan IIIul - · · - - - 20 - - Meerut - - Benares. 

Tarrachand and Gooman'" Ram '. Oodeyram and Saligram _ - - · - - - 500 - - · · - · Cawnpore. 

Collector_ - - - - Resident - - - - February 1840 · 22d 8 _·0 Delhie • - · Lucknow. 

Bank - - · - · Bank . · - - · July 1841- - 27th 50 - - Simla _ · - Lahore. 

Pohop. Sing and Bishen Surrope • Bunseedhur and Sbewperaaud · - - - - · 10 - - " - - , - n-Jeerut. 

Sreekishen and Sobuj Mul • - Moh. Slng and Bhun Sing · · - - - . - 100 - ,- - - - - Shajeha.0pore. 

Dy. Collector of Loodianah • - Coll .. tor - · · · May - - 30th 40 - - Loodianah - - Meerut. 

Toto Ram · - · · Tool.hunaram and Ramrek · · - - - · 2500 - - · - - · B.n ...... 

Ramdo .. - - - - · Ramruttun and Ki.heu Doos · - · · - · 5 - - - · - - Muttra. 

Jamna Do .. and Kisben Sahay · Goverdhun Do .. ~d Roopram · · - - - - 300 - - · · - - Cawnpore. 

Lukhmee Chand · · · Maoneeram and Ram Bux - - " · 116 8 - Futtygurh · - J\Jutlra. - -
Oodey Do .. and Doorgaput. ........ ""' ... ",-n..t" - 25 - - Nyagong · - Kuru.ul. - - - -

Ki.hen Mohon and Govind Ram _ · 50 - - - - · - Ku ..... - · · 
Bunsheedhur and Sbcwpersaud · Mawck Chand and PunDa taU. • · - - - 25 - - Meerut - - Agra. 

------
Carried fo,ward " • R •. 12634 8 -
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lfame 
of the Addre .... of 

Letter •• 

, 
• 

Rajkoomar and Guna;' Ram · 
Commissariat Offi.. - · -
Laljee Mul and Govin Do .. · 
1I1anick Chand • - · -
llumheedhur and Rampenaud · 
Mungul Saill alld llann .. Ram · 
Budun Mohun aDd Monsha Ram • 

Mansook Roy and Data Ram · 
NundRam · · · · 
SadaRam · · · · 
Collector · · · · 
GooaishRo)' · · - -
Roopkishore · · - · 
Shakhur Chand and Maiek Chand 

Bilhonallth · · · · 
Balluph Doss and D"arka Do •• -
Gungaram and Mugneeram · 
Kioben Doss and GIIngaper Saud 

Shah Mohemad -
Ramrutun Gungpersaud 

Gopeenalh · · 
Bhajun Lall · -
Kasseenauth · · 
AllyBux · · 
Ilheopersaud · -
Ramjee Mul · · 
Nait Mul - -

Ditto • - · 
p DOSa Kahar · -
Govindram, Balmokund 

Gunaish Singhee -
Ditto - - · 

Shib Ram, Matar Ram 

Brij Lall · · 

Rampenaud - · 
Goomaojee Ghamutsee 

Sheoperaand - · 
Antmee Punt · -

odun Gopaul. -
llaoddeen, Gopaul Rai A 

Be 

H 
M 

B 

nyLall - -
eera Lall, Ham Lal1 

arhatta Letter · 
horoth Mill. · · 
Ditto • · · 
Dilto· - .. 

· · 
· · 
· · - · 
· · 
- · 
· · 
· · 
· · 
· · 
· .. 
· · • 
· · 
· -- -- · 

- -
· -

· -.. ~ 

- -
· -
· · .., · - · 
· -. · -
· -

, PAPERS. RELATING TO THE 

Name 01 the Treuury Month and Date From To what Offi .. or Person of ADlount. what Post-office 
on whom the Draft or Hoond ... Hoondee. dillpatched. 

directed. 

i. drawn. 

B •. a. p. 
Brought,forward . · 12634 8 -

Luchmeenaram and Gunga Mul. · - · · - 1i8 - - - - - - Calcutta. 

A.st. Commissary-general · · - - · - 100 - - KUSlOwl .. · - SuUunder. • 
Hurput Roy and Narain Doss · · · - · - 200' - - Benarel · - Agra. 

Rampenand and Paran Doss · · · · - · 24 - - Goruckpore · · FyzabacI. 

Juggonauth and Buddr .. Do .. · · - - · - JO - - Meerut. - - Fultygurh. 

Goorperaaud and Kaueepersaud • · · - - - 1i8. - -
Kalkadeen - - - · · · · · · 100 - - - · · · Etawah. 

Modun Mohun and Mun.harem • - · · · · 26 - - Lucknow · - Mirzapore. 

Sajun Roy and Koonj Mul - · - · - · 160 - - - - · · Meerut. 

{ DewkuramDo .. Bnd Cungaper-} · · - · · 87 - - · · · · AUygerh. 
saud •••• 

Rampaul and Sadaram · · · · - · · 90 - - · - - · ditto. 

Cullector · · · - November 1846 • J2th 6 - - Benar .. · · Futtygurh. 

Dataram and Sabgram · - · · · - - 80 - - Meerut. - - Moradabad. 

Balcband and Sookdeb Doss · - - - - - 28 - -t · - · · Sir ... 

Kishennarain and B.ldewna Ram - · · · · 20 - - Goruckpore - - Allahabad. 

Mr. Bul"er · · - · · · · · " 
760 - - · · · · Miraapore. 

Koon; Mul and Ram LaU ~ · · · · · · 25 - - · - · · Benarea. 

Khosaheb Roy and Searam - · · · · · 24 10 - · - · · Lucknow. 

Deenanauth · · · · · · · · · 21i0 - - · · · · Cawnpore. 

Accountant'general - · - January - - - 4000 - - tJmballa - - Head-quarter. 

Shah Sabay · - · - -Jeith. B. · - 7th llOO - - · - - · Meerut. 

Dylchand. Doorga Doss - · - · · · · 300 - - Hatras - · • · lIu .. iarpore. 

Gopaul Roy · · - · · - · - · 25 - - Meerut- · · Agra. 

- - - · · · · - - - · - . . Lucknow · · Futtygurh. 

Azimgurh Treaanry - -. March - · 7th 20 - - Aoimgurh · · Shajehanpor,. 

Manick Chand and Punna Lall • A~h · - 9th 091 - - Meerut. · · Lahore. 

PunnooJall. Sham800nder • · - · · · · 1:i00 - - Agra . · · Bhil ... 

Chumput Rai, Munkor Chand - Aughull · · 12th 200 - - Delhia • · · Chundo",,". 

ditto t' · - ditto. 100 ditto · · , 
theto. · - · · - - -

Munohur Doss - - · ,Jeith B. - · 4th 25 8 - Wuzeerabad · - BareiJIy. 

Rogoonanth, Heemram - - Cheit B. · · lith 100 - - . Saugur- · · Agr .. 
ditto. · - - · · · · - - 10 - - · · · · Wuzeerab~ 

ditto • - - " · - - · - · 93 III -
BohllmLall - - - - Sauyun · · 8th 150 - - Kalka. - · Delhie. 

GovindDoss. · · - - · · · · 3100 - - - - - · Cawnpore. 

JOOO - - Jeypore - · Meerut. 

200 - - ditto - - ditto. 

Golab Rai, Aloha Chand • · Bhador L. - - 9th 59 - - Simla • - - Delhi. 

Ghamntzee - - · - ClieitS. · · 9th 400 - - Agra . .. · Jeypore. 

Ramjee Soh .. - · · · - · - · · 150 - - - - · - Pesh.w ... 

Gungadeen Sheodeen .. · - · - · - 26 - - Meerut · - Cawnpore • 

Davee Ram, Atma Ram · - · - - · - 415 - - - · · - Rajpore. 

Sadaram, Mohashook - - · · · · - 1200 - - - . - · Benares. 
HOliooman Perssud, Sewperaaud · - · '. - 1200 - - - - · - ditto. 

Gopal Rai, Koonj Mul - · · · · - · 60 - - Wuzeerahad - · Sultanpor •• 

Gungadun Baijoauth - · - · · · - 60 - - . 
PunnaLall - · · - - 400 

. - - - · - -
Anoop Chand - - - - · · - · 1000 - - &nares - - G"a1ior. 

- - - .: - · · · · - · 375 - -
Jaith Mul - · - '; · - · - - 600 - -
Dhurum Doss · - · . - - · - 400 - -
Gopaul~y,~n · - · - - - - 443 - - J1wW - - · llenares. 

TOTAL . -Co.'.R,. 32101 6 -
. 

(oigned) H. B. BuJdell.l'ootma.ler-general. 

(True CoPT) Cecil Beadott. Commiloioner. 
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Appendix (A.), No. 48 . . 
I> 

RETURN of the Number of COVERS rejected Unopened in MadrQ.$ in 1849. 

Number Nomber of 
Number . 

N~mber of of Ne .. spapera of Newspapera 
Letters refused ' ",fused Letter. remrned returned REMARKS. 

at Madr .. at Madr .. in &0 the to the Sendera 
in 1849. 1849. Senden in 1849. iu 1849. 

flou.t,>, ond F~ 
462 66 462 65 

reign Covers cannot 
be distinguished 
from the ~egisters. 

(True Extract.) 

Cec,il Beadon, Commissioner. 

Appendix. (A.), No. 49. 

RBTURN or the Number of U ncIaimed, Dead and Refused LETTERS Opened at the lI-IadrQ.$ General Post-office iq 
each of the Five Years ending with 1849, specifying the Number in which Aloney or Valuables were found • 

. 
Numbero!, 

Number of Native Letten 
English Letters Nomberin Number of Opened in the Nun.ber in i'" Number Number of 
Opened at the 

General Poot-oflice, wbieh M'lney was found. Instauces in General w~ich Money WM found. in which other 
llUItaneea in 

Poot-oflice, 
from and the Amount. which from 1845 aud the Amount. which TOrAL. 

1845&0 1849. Valuables • Owners were tci1849. Owners were 

found. .. ere found. foend. 

Years. Letters. Letters. - Letters. Letten. -
Rs. a. 1!' RI. a. p. . 

1845 1866 - - - - - - 12671 5 35 - - - - - - 14537 
. . 

1846 2062 - - - - - - 10567 3' 15 - - - - .- - 12629 

1847 2018 3 40 - - 4 12604 2 20 - - 6 1 14622 

. 
1848 1771 2 20 - - - - 13358 I 10 - - - - - - 15129 

1849 1630 - - - - - - 9023 6 - 9 8 - - - - 10653 . . 
• 67570 

(True .Extract.) 

Cecil Beatlon, Commissioner. 

T4 



A ppen IX . , d' (A) N 0.5 o . 
. No.1 • 

RETURN, showing the r:rumber of COVERS rejected Unopened in Bombay during the Year 1849, and returned by Post to the Senders. 

Total Number of 
Rejected Rejected Rejected 

I 
' Rejected Inland Postage. Inland Postage. Inland Postage. Inland Postage. Rejected Inland Postage. 

Bearing Letters. Foreign Letters. Native Letters. Foreign Newspapera. Country Newspapers. 
'I; -

R •• II. p. , R,. Q. p. R •. II. p. Ra. a. p. RI. /I. p. 
1506 • . 212 11 6 . . 184 . . 88 14 6 - - ]372 • . 173 13 - . - . . . - - . . . 44 . - 9 4 -. . . 

iVo• 2• 
RETURN, showing the Number of COVERS rejected Unopened in the MoJu.~sil, and retJll'ned to the General Post-office in 1849. . 

Total N umbel' of Number on which Number of 
Numberol Number of 

refused Postage. ' Postage P~loge. Refused Letters Postage. Postoge. Bearing Letters 
Bearing Letters. 

. 
haa been recovered. remaining. Bearing Newspapers • returned to Europe. -n.. a. II· lis. II. p. BB. a. p. 

. 
B •• a. p. 

203 • . 171 is - . " B5 - . 85 2 - - . lIB . . 36 3 - . - B7 . - IB 15 - . . DOne. . 
I , - No.3. 

RETURN, showing the Number of Dead and Unclaimed COVERS received at the General Post-office during the Year 1849. . 
Number of UnrJaimed Letter. aod Papers remaining in 1849. 

Number ol which the Addressees N umber of Letters and Paper. Number of Lettera still l·emaiDing Unclaimed, and tbe Alllount 
" have since been found. returned to Europe. • of Postage due thereon, , 

Number of Number Number of NUDlber I Number Number of Number Number of Number Number of Number of Number . 
Paid of BeBring POltage. • Paid of Bearlog Postage. of Bearing Paid Postage. of Bearing Paid Postage. vfBearing Paid postage. Paid of Beaaing Postage. 

Letter •• Letters. Newspapers. Newspapera. .Letter .. letter .. Letters. Lettel'S. Letters. Letters. Newspapers • Newspaper ••• 

R,. a. p. R,. a. p. RI. /l.p. Ba. a. p. R •• a. p. B" a. p. 

22 7622 9]0 - - . . 1683 243 8 - 66 . - 23 - - 362 . - 138 13 - 7205 . - 748 2 6 22 1683 243 8 -

No.4. 
RETURN, showing the Number of Dead and Unclaimed COVERS received fi'om the Out-Station Post-offices at the General Post-office dUling the Year 1849. 

Number of Letters and Newspapel'8 received from Out-Etations Number of which the Addressees have since been fuuud. Number of Letters atill remaining, and the Amount of Postege 
during the Year 1849. due thereon. 

Number of I Number Number of Number Number of Number I Number of Number Number of Number Number'of Number 
Paid 'of Bearing Po.tege. Paid of Bearing Postage. Paid of Bearing Postage. Paid olBBaring Postage. Paid of Bearing Postage. Paid of Bearing Postage. 

Lettera. Letters. Newspapers. Newspapel'8. Letters. Letters. Newspapers. Newspapers. Letters. Letters. Newspapers. Ne ... paper •. 

--

I R •• II. p. Rs. II. p. Ra. a, p. R •• II. p. . B,. a. p. R,. a. p. -35 1621 243 12 - 6 49 Ii 3':' . , 1 1 1 - . . . . - . - 35 1620 24211 - 6 49 Ii a -
Bombay, Oeueral PIlOt-Om .. , so Deeember ~ 850. . (oigned) '.d. W. Ra" .... crtJ/1. Postmuter-genera/. 

(True Copy.) C.cil Baadon, COmmllBion .... . ) - , - . 



STATEMENT, showing the Number of Inquiries, in Detail, made at the Postmaster-general's Office, North-west Province, regarding MISSIN~ LETTERS and PACKETS, -
• during the Year 1849-60. 

Month aud Date Number Number of IrlBtances Numbef of Instances Number of Instances 
N umher of Instances . 

wben InquirY Number of Case in which Inquiry ~esulted in In which the Loss was occasioned 
in wInch the L ... was Value of Val"" of 

.... m.de at the of occasioned through in which Property REMARKS. 

Po.tmaster. Inquiry. on Record. 
recovering the Missing Property, 

/ 
through the Neglect of the Neglect of waa abstracted. Property Lost. Property Abstractad. 

general'. Office. or otherwise. the Addres.ee or Sender. the Post-office People 

.MayBth - 1 L. M.2, No.4 - - - The missillg letter to the ad- - - - - - T - - Lahore Post- - - - - - The missina dress of Major Havelock was office Establish- . , letter containe 
dispatched from Umballa to La- ment suspected of a gold ring, value 
hore, and could not be traced. having stolen the not known. "0 

letter and its con- a 
, t~nts. 

U} 

..J~ne:th - 2 L. M. 2, No. 13 - - The missing letter to the ad- - - The addressee, previous t.o - - - - - 0 0 - 0 - - - 0 - - The letter in ~ 
dress of Mr. E':tess was origi- the arrival of the missing let- question con- t"1 
nally dispatcbe from.J ubbul- tel', left LUCknow, and it was tuined no article. 
pore, and, on an inquiry being consequently sent as unclaim- n 
lDStituteu was traced. ed to the Postmaster-genel'al's a 

Office. ~ 
OJ 2nd - 3 L. M.2, No. 12 - - Two lett!'rs to the address of -'- The letters were directed to - . - -, - - - - - Contained 'a: 

Major Luass dispatched from Dehra, and the whereabouts nothing. c:: 
Meerut and Delhi, supposed to of the addres~ee not being ~ 
be missing, but traced. known, they were kept in de- -posit. ' C':I 

.July 24tl1 - 4 L. M. 2, No. 30 - - Regarding a missing letter - - The cover was endorsed - - It appeal:s, from - - - - - Valua not :> 
c::: containing a medal. dispatched " Sutl~j Medal." the statement of known. 1-3 

from Ferozepore to the 8.ddress the Postmaster of -. a 
of Mr, M'Kenzie, Lllndour, not Landour, that tile ~ traced. letterwas delivered 

to Mr. M'Kenzie's ~ servant, who is 
- susbected of the 

p 

rob ery. 1-1 

Aug'llfit lOth - '5 L. M. 2, No. 33 - - A packet containin~ eight - - The Ktcket was endorsed 
2! 

Sutlej medals dispatche fl'om " Sutlej ed!!.I." 1-1 

W-uzeerabad to Landour~ traced. Z 
Septcmber 17th 6 L. M. 2, No. 40 - - Mr. Wood's letter, dispatched - - - - - - - - Lahore Post- - - The contents - - - •• Value not ~ 

from Bombay, lifled of Its con- office establish- of the letter, known. ~ - tentS; property abstracted not ment suspected. " spectacles," 
traced. abstracted. 

August 31st - 7 I ... M. 2, No. 42 - - A letter containing medals o _ UllSafely packed, and the '" - - - Medab abstracted - - - - ditto. 
dispatched {l'om Peshawur to cover endorsed " Sutlej Me-
Landour, robbed ofits contents. dais." , . 

Nov. 12th - 8 L. 1\1. 2, No. 52 - - A lettellJ containing diamond - - Such articles should not - - .. - - - Jewels ab- o - - - ditto. 
, and jewels, rifled ~f its contents. have been incloseu in a lettel'. stracted, and let-

ters damaged in 
the transit. 

June - - 9 B. No. 11> - • - Loss of a letter containing five - - - - - - - - - - - 0 - 48 rupees. 
gold pins, dispatched from Clll-
cutta to Wuzeerabad to the ad-
dress of Lieutenallt Wrench. . ... 

t.r\ 

H. B. RiddeTl, Postmaster-general, 'North-weat Province. tN . 



Appendix (A.) 
No. 52. 

]54 PAPERS RELATING TO THE . . 

• Appendix CA.), No. 52. 

NUMBER and Result of Inquiries for MISSING LETTERS under each Postmaster in the 
Madras Presidency, in each Year from 1846 to 1850. 

OFFICE. 

Hydrabad · 
Ganjam ,. · 
Mysore and Coorg 

Chingleput 

Travancore 

Jaulnah -
Mominabad 

Masulipatam 

Ootacamund 

T 

T 

richinopoly 

innevilly 

Canara -
ecundraJ,ad 

anjore -
ellary . 
annanore 

nntoor ~ 

ochin -
urnool ~ 

rcot -
alicut -
enore* . 
ajahmumdry 

uddalore 

adura -
ol\dicllerry 

alem -

· 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
- . -
· 
· -
-
-
-
--
· -
-
· 
-

S 
T 

B 

C 

G 

C 

K 
A 

C 

N 

R 

C 

M 

P 
S 

G 

C 

C 

V 

R 

eneral Post-office 

oimbatoor · 
uddapab -
izagapatam -
ingolee - -

TOTAL . . 

1846. 1847. 1848. 1849. 1850. 

~ 
:s 

~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 

1 1 ~ ! ~ :I: .. 
i ~ iJ l! • :l " .. " .. II 

" Iil ~ ~ Iil ~ 
os ... ~ tZ ~ .. ~ ~ u; en en en 

- - 3 1 , 4, 1 1 2 1 3 -
" - - - - - - - - - 1 -

- 19 1 11 4, 8 4 6 3 6 1 

- no detail 6 successful 2.failed. - - - -
- - - - - - - - - - -
- - 1 - - - - - -. - -. 
- - - - - - - - - - -
- no detail 10 successfu.l 3 failed. - - - -
- 2 - 10 2 5 1 3 - - -
- 3 1 4 2 {) 1 5 1 3 -
- - - - - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - :. - - -
- 7 1 8 - 8 - 3 - 4 4 . - - - - - - - - - - -
- 2 - 10 6 9 2 3 1 - -
- - - - - - - - - 1 • - - - - - - - - - - -
· - - - - 2 - - - - -. 
· - - - - - - - - - -
- - - - - - 2 - - - 2 

- 1 1 - 1 - 4, - - - -
- 2 - 2 7 - 3 - 6 - -
- - - - - - - 1 3 - -
- {) 5 2 {) 3 2 2 6 - -
- - - - 1 - - - - - -
· - - 1 1 - - 3 - 1 -
· - 2 unsuccessful - - - no detail. -
. · 48 24 78 46 114 50 117 51 - -
· - - 6 - 4 {j 2 6 - -
- - - - - - - - - - -
· - 1 - - I 1 - 1 - -
- - - - - - - - - - -
--------- --r---

- • 89 38' 133 79 160 76 147 79 I 19 8 . 
.. All in Nellore were lost in transit by the district DAwk. 

(True Extract.) Cecil Beadon. 
CommissiooeJ'. • 
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• 
STATEMENT, showing the Number of LETTERS (Franked, Paid and Bearing) Dispatched and 

Received by the Commissioned Native Officers and Non-commissioned Officers and Men of 
the Regiments in the Bengal and Agra Presidencies. 

SE~T. RECEIVED. 
REGIMENT. 

Bearing. Paid. Paid. Free. Bearing. Free. 

Her Majesty's 3d Light Dragool1& - - 1 384 241 32 143 
Ditto - 9th - ditto - 20 20 240 - - -
Ditto - 14th - ditto - 8 3 442 21 9 356 
Ditto - 10th Foot., - - 1 17 171 21 8 257 
Ditto - 18th ditto - - - - - - - -
Ditto - 22d ditto - - - - - - _. --
Ditto - 24th ditto - -' - - - - - -
Ditto - 29th ditto - - - -. -- - - -
Ditto - 32d ditto - 167 36 594 180 117 . 216 -
Ditto - 53d ditto - - - - - - 246 159 6 77 
Ditto - 60th ditto - - 78 31 274 121 153 292 
Ditto - 61st ditto - - 9 '( 408 5 11 171 
Ditto - 70th ditto - - 2 - - 144 2 4 86 
Ditto 75th ditto - - 263 143 ... 104 - - - - - , 
Ditto - 80th ditto - - - - 1 386 6 7 311 
Ditto - 87th ditto - - - - - - -- -. Ditto - 96th ditto - I'" - - -- - - -
Ditto - 98th ditto - - 9 4 303 10 15 277 

1st Regiment Light Cavalry - 3 - - 92 - - 42 20 
2d. - ditto - - - - - - - . 98 8 '56 25 
ad - ditto - - - - - - - - -
4th - ditto. - - - 1 3 112 19 - - 16 
ath ~ ditto - - - - - - - 119 5 54 36 
6th - ditto - - - - - 7 84 21 90 44 
'lth - ditto - - - - - 1 8.1 5 40 30 
8th - ditto - - - - - 6 112 - - 69 52 
9th - ditto - - - 5 15 109 13 64 71 

lOth - ditto - - - 17 ·14 62 22 74 48 
1st European Fusiliers - - 18 - - 316 230 38 198 
2d - ditto - - - 5 3 352 12 20 415 
Ist Regiment Native Infantry - - - - - 142 16 . - 44 
2d ·.ditto - • - . - - - 248 5 47 151 
3d - - ditto - - - - - - - - -
4th - - ditto '1 . - 4 6 212 59 157 199 
lith - - ditto - - - - - - - 112 - - 28 100 
6th - - ditto - - - - - - - - -
7th - - ditto - - - - - - . 116 '1 48 106 
8th - - ditto - - - - - -- - - -
9th - - ditto - - - - - - - - -10th - - ditto - - - - - - - - -

11th - - ditto - - - - - - - 188 12 33 105 
12th - · ditto - - - - - - - 180 - - 48 76 
13th - - ditto - - - - - - - 156 a 46 106 
14th - · ditto - - - - - - - - -
15th - - ditto - - - - - - - - -
16th - - ditto - - - 19 25 106 27 29 93 
17th - · (litto - - - - - - - 138 4 39 161 
18th - - ditto - - - - - 1 89 3 38 117 
19th - - ditto - - - - - - -- - -20th - - ditto - - - 3 7 300 2 43 215 
21st - - ditto - - - - - - - 144 10 18 117 
22d - - ditto - - - - - -. - - -
23d - - ditto . - - - - - - - -24th - - ditto - - - - - - - - -
25th - - ditto - - - 3 9 104 2 30 80 
26th - - ditto - - - - - - - 195 - - 10 126 
27th - - ditto - - - - - - - 133 8 - - 99 
28th - - ditto - - - 1 1 104 3 3 63 
29th - - ditto - - - - - - - 104 2 16 81 
30th - - ditto - - - - - 1 204 6 47 128 
3Ist - - ditto - - - - - - - - -
32d - - ditto - - - - - - - 156 - - 10 122 
33d - - ditto - - - - - - - 106 - - 6 96 
34tll - - ditto - - - - - - - 155 - - 19 76 
35th - - ditto . - - - - - - - - -
36th - - ditto - - - - - I - - 178. - - 24 102 
37th - - ditto - - - 1 - - 181 3 20 127 
38th - - ditto - - - - - - - - -39th - - ditto - - - - - - - 250 - - 7 51 
40th - - ditto - - - - - 1 129 3 21 1i9 
41st - - ditto - - - - - - - - -
42d - - ditto - - - - - - - 220 8 24 76 
43d, - - ditto - - - 1 29 73 . 10 14 106 
44th - - ditto - - - - - - - - ."... 

45th - - ditto - - - - I - - - - -
46th - - ditto - - - - - - - 134 7 35 156 

Carried forward ' - - _I 375 2-!() 9951 14,52 
1-

482 6389 
I 1 

U2 

Appendix CA.) 
No. 53. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE . 
SENT . I RECEIVED. . 

RE GIME N T. 
Paid. ! Bearing. I Free. I Paid. Bearing. t·ree. 

- . 
Brought forward - - 375 ;'49 '9951 1452 482 6389 

47th Regiment Native InflUltrY - - - - - - -
4I!th - • ditto - • - Jj 7 191 6 49 131 

49th - - -ditto - - - - - - . 122 13 19 118 

60th - - ditto - - - - - - . 178 1 - - 49 

51st - - ditto - - - - - - - - -
52d - - ditto - - - - - - - - -
53rd - - ditto - - - - - - . - 112 11 41 68 

54th - - ditto · - - 3 20 298 3 60 130 

60th - - ditto - - - - - - - - -
66th - - ditto - - - - - - .- 107 1 4 'i8 

67th - - ditto - - - - -- - - - -
58th' - .. ditto - - - - - - - 15~ 6 12 53 

59th - .. ditto - - - - - - - - -
60th - - ditto - ; - - - - - - -
61st - - ditto - - - - - - - 151 2 7 20 

62d - .. dItto - - - - - 2 201 6 30 107 

6.'3d - - -' ditto - - - - - - - - -
64th - - ditto - - - - - - - - -
65th - - ditto .. - - 2 - - 268 - - 21 51 
66th - - ditto - .. - - - - - - -
67th - - ditto - - - - .. 2 151 3 29 82 
68th - .. .ditto .. - - - - - - 133 4 30 89 
69th - .. ditto - - - .. .. 1 140 - - 17 183 

70th .. .. ditto - - - - - - - - -
71st . .. ditto .. .. - .. - - - 50 - . 25 5 
';2d - .. ditto - - - - - - - - - . 
73d .. .. ditto - - - - .. - .. 175 - .. • 53 '165 
74th - .- ditto .. - - - -. .. - 164 3 20 139 
Calcutta Militia - - - - - .. 1 . 39 .. - 4 30 
Khelat-i-Ghilzie - - - 2 - - 168 16 64 107 
Ferozepore Regiment - - - - - - - . - -
LoodhilUla - ditto .. - - 1 - - 79 1 8 17 
N usseree Battalion - - .. - - - - - -
Sirmoor .. ditto - - - .. - - -.,. - - -
Kemaoon ditto .. - .. 14 24 145 52 43 II4 
Hill Rangers ditto - .. - .. - ... - 56 1 .. - 66 
Ramgurh .. ditto .. - - 1 3 208 . - 18 118 
1st Assam Light InflUltry - - - - - - - -
2nd - .. ditto - - - - - - - - - -
Mhairwarrah Battalion .. - .. 1 - 29 1 2 20 
SyIhet Lill'ht Infantry .. - - - .. - - 170 - - B 185 
Arracan Battalion .. - - - - - - - - . -
Huniana ditto .. - - - - - - - - -

1st Regiment Oude Infantry - 3 4 273 6 12 715 
2d -.. - ditto - - .. 3 5 148 3 5 138 
1st Irregular Cavalry - - - 5 6 16a 3 26 23 
2d - - ditto - . - .. - .. .. 25 148 - - 65 -
3d - - ditto - .. - - 34 20 181 30 93 48 
4th .. - ditto - .. - - 2 8 168 .. - 59 -
5th .. .. di.tto - - .. - - - - - 178 - - 05 2S 
6th - - ditto - - - - 16 30 168 44 125 75 
7th - .. ditto - · .. .. - - - - - -
8tl1 - - ditto .. · - - 6 36 115 18 90 3.') 
9th - - ditto ,;. .. .. .. 3 70 110 8 118 43 

lOth - - ditto - - - - - . 10 189 10 148 41 
11th .. - ditto - .. .. . - - -. - - -
12th - - ditto - · - - - - - - - -
13th - - ditto - - - - - - - - - -
14th .. - ditto - - - - 4 17 42 13 62 )0 
15th - - ditto - · - - - - - - - -
16th - - ditto - · - - - - - - - -
17th - - ditto - · - - 40 - .. 160 . .. 55 -
18th - - ditto - · - - - - - - - -
1st Seikh Infantry - .. - - - 7 54 4 25 37 
2d - ditto - - - .. .. - - - 21 - - 6 21 
3d - ditto - - - .. - - - - - -
4th - ditto - - - - - - - - - -
1st Punjaub Cavalry - - .. - - -. - - -
2d· - .. ditto .. - .. - . - .. - 182 - .. 66 4(J 

3d - - ditto - - - .. - - 1 184 2 65 61 
4th - .. ditto .. - .. - 1 6 160 - - 61 30 
5th - .. ditto - .. - - 17 42 149 20 183 96 
1st Punjaub Infantry - • - . - - - - 30 2 4 25 
2d • -ditto .... - - - - - - - -
3d .. - ditto - - - '" - - 3 20 4 2 . 15 
4th . - ditto .. .. - - - - - - - -
6th - .. ditto .. - - .:. - .. . - 31 - - 3 7 

TOTAL - - - -537 698 16315 1749 3659 9993 

• 
Cecil B('(ulon, Commissioner. 
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AppeudiX: (A.). No. 54; 

STATEMENT olthe Number of LETTERS Received and Sent by each Sepoy Regiment in the lIfadras Presidency 
for a Period of 28 Days. • 

• . , 
RECEIVED. SENT. Orea_ Numbel' 

REG IMENT. Franked 

Free. Paid. Bearing. Free. Paid • Bearing. ill one Da,.. . 
1st Light Cavalry - - 54 11 14 131 7 18 12 
2d - ditto - - - 126 200 313 190 - - . 
ad - ditto - - - 52 1 90 156 - -
4th - ditto - - - 31 16 66 119 12 7 
5th - ditto - - - 46 7 27 104' ~ 16 
eth - ditto - - - 120 32 16 89 11 16 
7th - ditto - - - 143 17 132 157 5 49 
8th - ditto - - - 66 11 1 134 3 Jo 
1st Native Infantry - - 178 182 363 204 270 354 
2d - ditto - - · 114 53 168 160 29 59 
4th .. ditto .. .. - 169 .. - - - 243 .. - - .. 15 
6th .. ditto - - - 164 145 42 296 49 . 24, 
6th .. ditto - - - 79 13 179 164 5 20 . 
7th .. ditto .. .. - 206 22 190 263 16 115 18 
8th .. ditto - .. - 103 5 U6 165 6 9 
9th - ditto - ... .. 72 3 73 125 1 10 10 

lOth - ditto - .. .. 97 17 90 100 3 .. .. 7 
11th - ditto .. .. .. 257 54 21. 98 37 21 
12th .. ditto - ,- - 87 12 91 125 7 24 10 
13th .. ditto - - .. 213 J07 307 290 80 106 
14th - ditto - - - 121 20 137 148 9 44 10 

15th - ditto - .. - 47 32 137 131 18 66 
16th .. ditto .. - - 53 2 37 105 5 9 
17th .. "ditto .. .. .. 85 11 100 158 6 4 
18th .. ditto .. - - 91 10 113 126 31 63 10 

19th · ditto .. - .. 106 14 95 . 209 3 6 
20th .. ditto - - .. 410 63 364 480 2, 13 - Aver~e 16 in 

one a1. 
21st .. ditto .- - - 150 16 114 193 10 32 . 
22d .. ditto .. - .. 2Il 16 102 284 8 20 12 

23d - ditto - - - 82 23 21 163 21 25 
24th - ditto -. - - 60 6 73 134 - .. . - 10 

, , , 

25th - ditto - - - 113 66 174 33 12 

26th - ditto - - - 141 57 I 29 ]36 41 

J 
30 

27th .. ditto - - - 30S 62 104 424 n 67 - Aver~e 14 in 
, , 

one a1. 
29th - ditto .. - - 142 101 378 24 
30th - ditto - - - 48 13 93 105 20 52 
31st - ditto . - - 78 1 53 120 5 26 
32d .. ditto - - - 01 5 56 125 5 13 It 
33d - ditto . .. - 93 14 62 191 6 13 
35th - ditto - .. .. 68 7 17 2]9 13 15 
36th .. ditto - - .. 193 '12 113 271 S- 81 , , 

37th .. ditto - - - 87 52 226 2 17 

38th - ditto - - - . 1I9 76 li9 119 10 

39th - ditto - · - 4,0 52 I 58 135 21 I 48 
• , , 

40th .. ditto - .. - 72 68 . 141 5 11' 

41st - ditto - .. - 158 19 146 16S 14 74 12 

42d .. ditto - - - U8 20 45 279 19 20 
43d .. ditto - - - 56 14 40 114 14 I 

44th - ditto .. - - 288 227 42 18S - -
45th - ditto - .. · 44 7 84 ]94 8 31 
46th .. ditto - · - 123 58 192 163 44 100 
47th - ditto - .. .. 133 8 lJO 250 - -
48th · ditto - - - 53 20 140 117 9 49 
49th .. ditto - - - 80 34 .. - 12.1, .. - 27 
52d - ditto ... · - 72 35 123 . 174, 18 33 11 

Sappers, 7 Companies - - 137 55 ]06 253 17 13 - Average 9 per 
7 Companies. 

1st N. V. Battalion - · .. .. .. - .. - 144 - -
2d · ditto - - - 3S 3 17 29 6 10 

TOTAL - . - 6656 . 1844 I 5232 10465, 998 1830 
, 

353 ]83 

(True Extract.) Cecil Be'atWn, C~)lnmiiiioner. 

U3 



',PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

-
Appendix CA.), No. 55. 

STATEMENT, showing the Number of LETTERS (Franked, Paid and Bearing) Dispatche~ and Received by t~e Commis
sioned Native Officers apd Non-commissioned Officers and Men of the RegIments In the Bombay Presldenc),. 

CORPS. FOR WHAT PERIOD. 

Number o( Letters 
Dispatched. 

Number of Lettet. 
Received. 

....; 
.s ~ .. ~ .... ., 0 

Ill~ 

Tour. 

-_____________________________ I ___________________ ~_I-----1_----~----- ------\-----+----------
Her Majesty'. 83d Regiment _ _ - - from 24th July to 22d August 1850 
11th Regimeut Native Infantry _ - - 28 days' - - - - -
Ilawuntwar ... e Local Corps - • - - from 4th to 31st August • -
Guzerat Colee Police ('.orp!l _ • - • from lst to 28th AugUlt • -
3d Regiment Light Ca\81ry - - - - 4 weeks - • - • • 
l< hand.ish Bheel Corps - - _ - • 4 d,tto - • • • -
7th Regiment Native Infantry - - • 22d August to 11th Septemher -
26th - - ditto • - _ - - 28 day. - • • • -
2d Grenadier Regiment Native Infantry - - 28 ditto - - • - -
Native Veterin Battalion _ - - • one month • • • -
J Oth Royal Hussars _ _ _ • - 24th A ugust to 20th September -
Poona Irregular Horse _ _ - - - - chtto to ditto ~ - -
Marine Battalion - • _ - - - 26th August to 2Sd September -
l7th Regiment Native Infantry • - - from 21st August - • -
28th - - ditto • • - - - 28 days - - - - -
Sappers and MIner. - - 7 - - 23d August to 19th September -
20th Regi.ment Native Infantry - - - 29th August to 25th September -
1st Grenadiers • ditto - -. - - 4 weeks - - - - -
18th Regiment • ditto -- - - _ 24th August to 20th SeptllJnber -
lst Battalion Artill.,y - - - - - 4 weeks - • - - -
3d RegIment Native Infantry _ _ - _ for 28 days - • • -
15th _ .. ditto • • _ _ • 27th Angust to 27th September -
13th - - ditto _ - _ _ - ht to 28th September - -
14th - - ditto - - - - - - ditto - • - - - -
25th • • ditto - - - • - 2~, days. - - - -
2d Regiment English Light Infantry - - ihtto - - • - -
23d Regilhent Native Infantry - - • liitto - - - • • 
Guzerat PI'oviDcial Battalion _ _ • - one month - • - -
Her Majesty's 86th Regiment - - - • ht to 28th September • -
9th Regiment Native Infantry • - _ 28 days - - - - ,-
S, Manath .. India Horse _ - _ oth September to 30th October -
Her Majesty'. 78'th HIghlanders (Right Wing), 

Aden '- - - • - • - 28 day.. - • 
19th Regiment Native Infantry - • • 3d to 30th September 
lst Regiment Light Cavolry (Lancers) - -. 
41h llattalibn Artillery, with, 3d Compaoy 3d: 

Battalion Artillery _ _ _ • _ 
4th Reginient Native Infantry (Ri1Ies) ~ _ 
21st ~egiment Native Infantry _ • _ 
16t11 - -. ditto _ • _ • _ 
10th • • d,tto _ • _" _ _ 
27th - • ditto - ":i - - -
12th - • ditto _ _ _ • _ 
Ahmednuggur Police Corp. _ _ - _ 
Poona - • - d,tto - _ - _ 
6th Reginient Native Infantry _ - _ 
29th • - ditto - • _ - po 

He! Majesty's 8th Regiment - _ - _ 
Ghaut Police Corps - _ • - _ 
Rutnagiree Ranger. - _ _ • _ 
24th RegIment Native Infantry _ - _ 
2d Regiment Light CaVall'Y - • • -
oth Regiment Native Light Infantry - _ 
2d Belooch Regiment _ _ _ _ _ 
Steam Veasel. Ferooz, Medusa, A uchland and 

Queen - - _ _ _ _ _ 
8th Regiment Native Infantry _ _ _ 
2d Battahon Artillery _ _ _ _ _ 
lst European Regiment (Fusilier.) _ - _ 
lst Beloooh Battalion _ _ _ _ _ 
Bcind. Irregular Horse _ - _ - • 
Kolapoor Infantry Corj1s _ _ _ _ 
Left Wing 78th Highland... - _ - _ 

lst to 28th September -
28 days - - • -
lst to 28th September -
- ditto>- - - -
2d to 30th September -
28 days - - - -
one month - • -
4 week •• - - -
28 days. - • -
for 28 daye - • -
- ditto· - • -
-ditto- -.-
-ditto- -.-
-dltto- - __ 

-dItto- -.-
- ditto. - - -
1st to 28th October 1850 -
- ditto - • - -

one month - - - • 
28 days. - - - • 
12th October to 6th November • 
28 day.. - - - -
ditto - - - - -

6tb Septembe,' to 4th October • 
1st 10 30th Septemher - -
for 211 days - - -

TOTAL -

237 
179 

4 
5 

160 
86 

121 _ " 
280 
93 

110 
302 
211 
65 
28 
92 

213 
82 

142 
54 

231 
135 
53 

135 
89 

150 
207 

85 
51 

251 
JOS 

41 

224 
142 
53 

51 
123 

70 
167 
]02 
141 
91 

8 
, 22 

i6 
137 
396 

9 
9 

142 
84 
81 
32 

·46 
48 

llo 
167 
12 

328 
10 

166 

39 
5 

6 

J6 

2 

2 

9 
1 

3 

1 
08 

4 

21 

1 

1 
1 

1 
13 
4 
9 

1 
2 

2 
9 

7B 
62 

7 -

5 -
42 -
JO -

1 -
J2 

60 

44 
15 
22 
21 
56 
38 

3 
5 

45 
86 
20 
68 

21 

5 
8 

1 
37 
5 

37 
19 
18 
16 

2 
9 

20 
9 

13 
23 

5 
4 

'2 

2 
50 

6 

78 
54 

B7 
8 

10 
4 
9 

1 
1 

21 
1 

10 
2 

2 
1 

49 

12 

74 
40 

4 

2 

3 

1 
J 

114 
1 
6 
2 

i 

1 
6 

9 
I 
1 

2B 
70 
6 

8 
52 
10 

J5 
o 

139 

43 
1 

21 
66 
80 
61 

68 
54 
S8 
34 

203 

10 
4 

Ii6 
60 

]8 

. -

203 
112 

19 
1 

112 
92 
91 

200 
180 
60 

287 
60 
60 
36 
71 

197 
75 
94 
71 

99 
50 

126 
62 
69 

-113 
, 61 

9 
67 
88 
32 

PO 
117 
45 

12 49 
J26 100 

28 62 
80 149 
40 84 
67 82 
61 8.0 
4 2 
3 3 

78 54 
46 101 
6 281 

20 6 
45 1 
19 93 
7 74 
9 87 
9 38 

3 
74 

59 
3 

227 
19 

9 

8 
64 

120 
223 

10 
118 

14 
65 

672 
436 

36 
6 

272 
192 
306 
liDU 
274 
213 
69S 
495 
Wi 
164 
180 
4i6 
245 

~~~, 
231 
305 
165 
396 
222 
260 
698 
146 

91 
320 
~57 
!l10 

393 
309 
128 

113 
387 
170 
436 
19f> 
308 
21i~ 

15 
31 

218 
305 
619 
b3 
113 

261 
lu9 
179 
19 

69 
237 
248 
41i1 

25 
76l 
107 
241 

7057 ~ 'I'i'53" ----;;- 2244 1-0- 0-0-2-1. J6162 
-46 - - 2 _ • 3 8 69 

7oIl2l2 Ii5I--4-94-+--~-24-I-,1-4-9-9-4- --u;w3 

~AlLOBS' Llt1'TltBS : Letters dispatched and received under Frank 

Ditto • - Bearing 

- 12005 
3892 

706 

Dispatched and received under Frank 
Ditto - - IleariDg _ _ 

54 
o DittO - - Paid Ditto - - Paid. 

TOTAL 16103 
TOTAL - 09 

(oigced) W. Cou.rtne!l; Commi .. :oner. Bomb.y. 
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Appendix (A.), No. 56. 

RETURN ~f the Number of P A~cEr.s dispatched by BANGHY POST from the Post-offices in the Bengal Presidency, 
during the Month of August 1850. 

PARCELS POST PAID . . 
" " .. ~ 01 

~ ~ 
.. .. 

~ ~ ~ 01 
~ ~ 

~ ~ oj 
.., 

~ .. -a ~ ~ -a ~ ~ ;i -a -a '0 r:-o r:-o r:-o r:-o r:-o r:-o r:-o Q Q Q Q <:> <:> Q Q <:> <:> Q Q <:> ~ :2 Q '" Q '" 0 ~ 0 '" 0 ",. ... ..; "" "" .,. .,. ... ., 
'" '" '" MILES. : .. .. .. .. .. .. .. : . , .. .. TOTAL. .9 ~ i .9 '" .9 '" " " ", 1i .., -g 1 "" 1 1 '1 -g ;;; ;;; .. 

8 j 8 ~ ~ 8 8 8' iii iii iii • II iii iii iii tI .. .. 
" .. .. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ;Z; -- . ,. 
Not exceeding 100 129 22 12 . 6 2 3 I 1 - 1 1 1 -. 179 

" 
200 99 27 10 7 - 3 I 1 - - - - - 148 

" 
300 43 21 . 6 2 1 - 2 - - - - - - 7€i 

" 
400 66 10 9 2 I 2 - 1 - I - - -, 82-

" 
600 23 11 10 3 - . - 3 - 1 - I - - 52 

" GOO 3 .. 3 2 - 2 - - 1 - - - - II 

" 700 10 4 I 2 - - - ..: - - - - - 17 

" 
800 10 2 2 - - - - 1 - - - - :- Ii> 

" 
900 10 2 1 - - - - - - - - - - 13 

" 
1000 3 1 2 - 1 1 - - - - - - - 8 

" 
]200 16 7 4 - - 1 - - - - - - - 28 

Above - - )200 3 I I 2 - 2 - - - - - - - 9 
1-'------1----

-1-4-1-;------1-
-=-I~ TOTAL - - - 405 108 61 26 5 114 .2 2 I 

PARC:E!LS BEARING POSTAGE. 

Not exceeding 100 253 77 44 21 9 9 II 2 7 2 1 3 - 439 

" 200 310 104 51 24 15 16 11 4 3 2 1 1 1 543 

" 
300 127 57 36 18 6 3 3 8 6 2 1 I - 268 

" 
400 217 91 41 19 13" 11 12 6 1 1 1 - - 413 

" 
500 96 53 17 7 8 6 2 3 - - - 2 -:- 194 

600 64 18 7 1 1 - 2 - - - - - - 93 " • . 
" 

700 56 37 7 8 11 3 1 1 - 1 1 - - 126 
• 

" 
800 80 52 16 13 3 3 4 3 3 2 - - - 179 . 

6- 84 000 27 20 12 6 5 4 2 1 1 - - -" 
" 

1000 48 48 15 15 7 2 2 2 2. 1 2 1 - ,145 

1200 128 96 38 22 16 13 8 14 4 1 '2 1 - 343' 
" 

Above . - 1200 21 21 9 1 5 5 4 - - - - - - 66 

~~,--;;;;----r----------
7s-T~;-I~I-9-----I-

TOTAL - . . 293 155 I 99 75 66 9 1 2893 

U4 



PAP:ERS RELATING TO'THE 

SERVICE PARCELS. .. 
~ 4 oS .! ~ j ~ 4 .! 

~ ~ 
.. I oS 

~ 
of ~ j ... ~ ~ ~ j .. " "6 

..! "6 ~ "6 i! "6 ~ i! "6 i! i! ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
0 

0 0 <:> <:> 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .0 0 
0 0 '" 0 '" 0 '" 0 It) 0 on 0 '" Q Q Q 

'" ... ... .,. co ... .., .... ... '" '" .. .. .... II> ... 
1\1 (LES. 

~ 1 ... !lI' ... rf 1 
.., .., .., 

~ 
.., .., 

f 
.., ... 

.9 .5 1 ~ " .!l i 1 
.5 

1 ... ~ ... ~ 1 :s 1 1 
. 

" B ~ ~ 8 Ii ! ~ 8 
~ J &l &l &l " M t: t: .. .. .. .. 04 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .. 
Ii!< Ii!< Ii!< Ii!< Ii!< Ii!< ~ - ------- r------ --- ---

Not exceeding- 100 276.1 194- 89 63 54 47 81 52 18 14 9 30 4 1 2 1 935 

200 85 69 34 16 26 9 25 35 20 11 8 6 - - 1 - 345 
" 
" 300 74 69 26 12 29 17 22 33 28 17 6 3 - - - - 336 

• 15 4. 2 1 
" 400 70 47 19 12 20 3 18 9 - - - - 220 • 
" 

600 21 13 11 6 4. ~ 1 2 2 1 1 2 - - - - 72 

fl. 600 1 22 8 1 6 - 7 2 - 1 1 2 - - - - 51 

" 
700 6' 12 7 5 5 1 - 2 2 - - 1 - - - - 41 . , 
&00 12 16 5 5 9 17 2 -" 

3 2 4 - - - - - 75 

" 900 2 2 2 3 - - - 3 1 - - - - - - - 18 

1000 4. 7 3 1 2 2 1 1 
. 

1 22 ~, - - - - - - -
" 1200 31 27 25 25 8 7 8 15 2 8 2 - - - - - 158 

Above . .. 1200 3 7 3 3 1 7 2 1 3 2 - - - - - - 32 . - - - --.---
8917I"1~ -----------TOTAL . .. - 581 482' 236 154 163 118 166 162 45 4- 1 3 1 2300 

. 
BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, &c. 

Post Paid. Bearing Postage. &rvice Bnd Free. • . 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ j 

i! "6 ~ i! ~ E'o ~ 
MILES. <:> Q 0 0 0 0 0 co .... ... .... .. co ... .., 

.ff .rf .., . ~ ... ... :a ~ .5 

1 1 
... ... 

1 ii ii I 
.. 

J 8 
J oJ &l t.1 t.1 " &l <II .. <II 04 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
.. "& ~ 

t-o 0 
~ iZt ~ iZt ~ 

~ • 
Not exceeding 

\ . 
100 44 4. 48 524 25 - 549 

" 200 10 2 12 263 11 - 274 

" 300 19 1 20 68 12 - 80 

" 400 10 - 10 91 12 - 103 

" 500 8 - 8 5~ 6 - 58 

If· 600 3 1 4. 13 2 - 15 . 
" 700 7 - '1 24 '1 - 31 

" !loo 19 - 19 36 15 - 51 

" 900 16 - 16 22 6 - 28 

" 
• )000 4. - • '4 21 3 - 24-

" 
1100 - - .. - 38 6 - 44 

" 1200 8 - 8 51 16 1 68 

" 
1300 - -

'\ 
- - - -

" 
1400 3 - 13 - - 22 

~bove .. .. 1400 - - - 9 - -. ; 

f 159 \ :rOTA.,. .. .. .. 151 8 1216 I 180 1 1841 
I 

" - - \ . 
Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 
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Appendix (A.). No. 57. 

RETURN of the Number of PARCELS dispatched by BANGEY POST from the Post-offices in the Agra Presidency, 
dUling the Month of August 1850. 

MILES. 

Not exceeding 100 176 67 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

200 147 49 

300 80 32 

400 63 13 11 

500 53 10 

600 28 

700 22 

800 16 

90d 5 

1000 9 

1200 9 

8 8 

2 1 

8 3 

3 3 

5 1 

PARCELS POST PAID. 

4 3 3 1 2 - - - - - - - - - - 100 

4 2 1 1 - ... -3-------- 79 

1 .1 2 1 34 

1 1 27 

1 ]7 

2 1, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 14 

4 1 2 3 26 

15 

Above - 1200 311 - - - --- ----------- 5 

TOUL - 606/i;"" ~~ -;;-~ -;-,-7---5- --5 7r-;- ---=-I-=-I~I-=- -:--1-70;-

PARCELS BEARING POSTAGE. 

Not exceeding 100 378 134 60 30 18 
, 

4 5 8 - - 1 3 - - - - - - - - 6:16 

" 
200 269 140 48 34 16 10 5 4 3- 4 1 5 - - - - - - :l - 541 

300 194 172 58 80 14 10 9 8 6 '3 1 9 - 1 - 2 1 - - - 518 ,. 

" 
400 99 54 16 ]0 6 4 8 3 4 8 3 3 1 - - 1 - - - - 215 

" 
500 72 29 18 12 12 9 12 4 ]0 4 6 27 3 1 1 4 2 1 - - 227 

" 
600 34 13 12 5 6 3 1 !! 2 1 - -2 - - - 1 2 "1 - -I 83 

" 
700 21 2 8 4. 2 1 4 2 1 1 1. 1 - - - - - 1 - - 44 

800 10 4 3 3 2 2 1 . - 4 7 2 4 2 - - 1 2 - - - 47 
" . 

900 10 2 3 2 4 2 - 1 1 -
" - 5 - - - - - - - - 30 

1000 7 4 - 1 - - 1 2 - 3 1 1 - - - - - - - - 20 ,. . 
1200 13 5 - 1 

" 
2 - 1 - 1 "'3 - 1 - - - - - - - - 27 

- - .. - -- .-
Above - -1200 5 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 7 

--------:-
4~1~ 

--- --- - - - - - - - - - ---
TOTAL - - - 1112 560 221 133182 29 32 29 16 61 6 2 1 9 7 3 2 2397 

X· 



PAPERS RELATING TO THE 
--

SERVICE PARCELS. . 
~ 

06 

~ ~ 
.. . 06 06 j j ., ~ ~ -! 01 .. ~ ! ~ ~ .; ~ ~ 

~ "0 "0 "0 "0 ~ "0 0 ~ ~ ~ "0 ~ ~ 0 roo 
~ roo roo roo roo ~ roo roo 

0 0 0 c 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 <:> .., <:> .., <:> .,. <:> .,. <:> .,. <:> .,. <:> .,. <:> 

II> ... ... .., "" ... ... ... .... .,. ... '" '" .... .... '" 
MILES. bD bD ... ... l!I' ... eo .., eo 

.~ 
.., blI ... ... ... eo 

" .9 .9 " c :a .9 .9 ~ .a " .9 ~ ~ 'iI i 'iI 'iI .." 1l .." 'iI 1l .." .." 

~ 8 .. g: I II .. 
I I 

.. II fi ~ .. 
~ ~ 8 

~ 8 u u 
u H &1 ~ :I :I :I ..i 
!.1 !.1 H 

" .. .. 
~ ~ '& ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

.. 
.Z Z Z 0 

Z 
r;.. - 1- ~ - --

Not exceeding 100 189 !64 84 46 36 25- 37 21 21 11 10 13 3 2 - - 662 

" 
200 141 '95 42 28 7 9 21 25 11 9 13 3 1 - 1 2 408 

" 
300 93 44 22 S 8 9 7 9 15 12 16 4 - - - - 247 

" 
400 70 42 12 8 3 2 29 2. 7 2 3 4 - - :- - 184 

" 
500 26 J5 12 £i 1 4: 2 I 6 6 2 2 - - - - 82 

" 600 3 I 1 - - - - - - - - 4 ... .,.. - - 9 

" 700 3 1 - - 1 4 1 - - - - - - - - - 10 

" 800 22 8 7 2 3 3 3 8 3 6 1 3 - - - - ·69 

,t 900 4: 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 8 

" 
1000 4: 3 2 1 - - 1 - 1 1 - - - - - - 1& 

" 
1200 8 1 1 3 - 3 , I I - - 1 - - - - 23 

Above - - 1200 - 1 1 6 - 2 3 - - 6 1 - - - - - 19 

-;;-1-;;;-- - --
~;;-167 

- - - - i--
TOTAL - - - 184 10'6 59 65 53 46 34 4 2 1 2 1734 

BOOKS, P AMPHI,.ETS, &c. . 
POit Paid. Bearing Postage. Service and Free. 

~ 
06 I .: o! ~ ~ 

• 
j ! ~ 
~ 

"0 ra "0 
r,.. roo ~ roo 

?tIlL E S. <:> 0 <:> 0 0 0 . "" .... "" .... "" .... 
1 ... { . r· 0<' ... 

.9 ~ .9 
'" .." ... 

" .. .. II .. 
" .. 8 8 u 

~ .. .. u .. :I " = " oS .. :i .. .. 
~ ~ ~ ~ 

.. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - -

Not exceeding 100 32 4: 36 81 14 - 95 1 16 17 

" 200 3 7 10 28 21 49 2 16 18 

4-

" 
300 8 2 10 . 14 11 25 - 14 14 

" 
400 7 1 8 27 , 31 1 6 7 

" 
500 2 - 2 11 ~2 23 2 11 13 

" 600 - - - - 2 2 - 4: , 
" 

700 - - - II· 1 12 - 1 1 

" 800· 1 - 1 1 - I - - -
" 

900 - 1 I - I I - - -
" 

1000 - ..:. - - - - - - -
" 

1I00 - - - - - 5 - - -. 
" 

1200 - - - - - - - - -
" 

1300 I - I -. - - - - -
" 

1400 - - - 9 2 II - - -. 
Above - - 1400 - - - - - - - - -• 

74 
{Weights are 

I 
,-- not stated. 

TOTloL . - 54 15 69 182 68 250 6 68 78 

C'ecil Beadon, Commissioner. ------------------------
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Appendix (A.), No. 58. 

RETUBN of the Number of PARCELS dispatched by BAl'fGBY POST from the Post-offices in the Madras Presidehcy, 
. during the Month of August 1850. - -

~ ~ ~ "0 
~ 0 
0 ::: '" MJLES. ... .. .. . 9 :a 1 ill 
~ ~ 

~ ~ 

Not exceeding 100- 175 49 

" 
200 147 34 

" 
300 142 29 

" 
400 88 39 

" 
500 36 5 

" 
600 19 7 

" 700 7 6 

" 800 4- 3 

" 
900 - 1 

" 
1000" 5 2 

" 
1200 2 -

Above ~ - 1200 3 -
I---

TOTAL - - - 628 175 

Not exceeding 100 249 ]06 

" 
200 207 106 

" 
300 238 102 

". 400 178 95 

" 
500 50 415 

" 
600 45 26 

" 
700 22 8 

,J 800 16 7 

" 
900 6 2 

., 1000 23 1 

" 
1200 

1200 

PARCELS POST PAID • 

.,; 

I ~ ~ j f ~ ~ 
"0 "0 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
~ 0 ." 0 '" 0 ~ .. ... .. .. .. 
1 .. I .. ~ ~ .. .. 

~ .9 :a :a 1 
.., 

ill .. ill ill il 
~ 

8 
~ 

8 
~ III iii III 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ---
16 6 5 - - 1 -
14 6 1 1 l - 1 

11 14 2 1 ] - -
8 9 8 4 3 1 1 

7 2 1 - 1 - -
2 - 2 - - - -
- - - - - - -
3 - - 1 ... - -
- 1 - - - - -
- - - - - - -
- - - - - - -
- - - - - - -- :------

61 38 19 7 6 2 2 

PARCELS BEARING POSTAGE. 

36 17 

33 13 5 

49 26 12 

41 33 12 

22 3 

3 /) 

6 3 1 

7 3 

1 

\ 

8 

4 

/) 

2 

3 

3 

2 1 

2 2 

1 1 

6 1 

1 

- . ..;, 

1 

j 
~ I 
0 0 
0 .., ... ." 

.rt .. 
.9 

1 1 .. 
~ ~ 

- '-

- -
1 -
1 2 

- -
- -
- :-

- -
- -
- -
- -
- ---r----
2 2 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

2 

2 - -.- - -1- - ~ 

j 
~. 
0 
Q 

'" ~ :a 
ill 
" .. .. 
~ 

-
-
-
-
1 

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
1 

I 

.; .. .. 
0 
~ 

252 

205 

201 

164 

53 

30 

13 

11 

2 

7 

2 

3 

943 

427 

372 

442 

375 

143 

79 

41 

34 

9 

26 

P 

37 3: : : - - - . = I = I ~ I ~ . 
1071 501 201 1.1~- 42 1-~4"":1~~r--;-1-6-~--1-1-1-9-9-0-

Above - -

TOTAL • 



.. PAPERS RELATINGITO'THE ,',:: -
SERVICE P AR~ELS. 

\ 

• 
.: ,,; ol ~ ~ 

ol ol ~ -! ~, 
.. 

~ ~ ~ .... ~ 1l ~ , - ~ ~ ~ "0 ~ ~ ~ "0 "0 

~ foo ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .. .. .. .. '0 c 0 0 c 0 0 
Q ... Q ... .. ~ 

0_ ... 0 
0 0 '" ... ... ... "" .., '" ... ... "'I cot 

MILES. ... 
bD .~ f ! OIl bD bD bD 

r.- .. .. 
f .9 ~ 

c 
~ " .9 .S 1 1 ;;; ." 1 1 1 .. ! I § ~ i!! 

= 
t! " = t! t! .. .. ~ -- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ --- - ---- - - - - - -

N ot exceeding 100 314 85 73 35 17 7 'I '4 3 1 - 1 547 

eoo 90 48 25 21 11 4 11 6 3 - 1 4 • 2U 
" 
" 

300 83 66 24 24 14 11 18 4 1 - - - 245 

" 
400 120 47 27 12 12 'I 2 4 2 2 1 - 236 

600 69 18 11 9 17 15 . 4 - 1 - .. 14 148 
" 600 9 14 8 3 2 1 - - - - - 1 38 ., 

700 15 6 3 'I 14 3 2 - 2 - - 1 63 
" 800 21 3 3 - 1 2 - "" .. - - - 30 
" 900 4 1 - - - - ... - - - - - 5 
" 1000 2 4 is 2 .. .. 
" 

1 - - .. - - 14 
1200 is 4 3 - .. - ... - 1 - 1 1 15 " A bove - - 1200 9 3 ~. - .. 2 - - - .. - - 15 

- I--- -1-- ---- - - -....--
TOTAL - - - 731 299 183 113 88 52 45 18 13 3 3 22 1570 

'BOOKS, PAMPHLE~S, &c. 
. 

POlt Paid. Bearing Poetoge. Service and Free. 
, . 

~ 
,,; 011 .: -! ,,; 
~ ~ -:l ... 

"S ~ "0 "0 ~. -a 
MItES. ~ ~ ~ foo 

0 .. .. .. .. Q 
"'I .... "'I ... - cot ... 
" bD 

f 
bD .. . ~ ~S " ~ • 9 

1 
;;; 

1 :a .. § I: i!! oS J " t! t! t! &1 .. .. .. ," . , 
~' 

. ~. -s ~ ~. ! 
. .. .,' .. 

foo ~ ~ ~ . . 
Not exc,eeding 100 29 8 37 52 23 - 75 - 1 1 

" 200 8 3 11 27 19 46 1 - 1 

" .300 23 )0 33 135 27 162 - - -
" 400 15 7 22 52 11 63 . - - .. 
" 600 2 '2 4 J2 4 16 .. - -. 
" 600 6 ,1 'I 15 4 19 .. - -
" 

700 - ... .. 2 - 2 - - -
11 800 ... - - 4 2 6 - .. -900 1 

. 
" - 1 1 - 1 -• - -. 

,l000 - - • -" - - - .. - - -
" 1100 - .. - 3 - 3 -. .. -
" 

1200 1 1 2 1 - 1 - - -
" 

1300 1 - 1 - - - .. .. -uod - - . 
" 

... ... -. - - -' -
Above . . - 1400 - - - - - ... - - -

TOTAL '. .. - 86 j 32 118 304 90 . 394 1 . 1 2 

Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &c; IN INDIA. 

Appendix (A.), No. 59. 

RETURN of the Number of PARCELS dispatched by BUGBY POST from the Post:-01liccs lD the Bombay Presidency, 
from the 15th July to the 11th August 1850. 

PARCELS POST PAID. 

I . 
j -3 -i -3 oil oil j 0/1 0/1 '* ~ '* ~ ~ -i 0/1 0/1 '* oil 11 11 11 11 11 -; 11 11 j .. 

~ ~ '0 '0 
i! '0 '0 '0 '0 i! '0 i! '0. '0 i! '0 ~ ~ ~ ~ ... ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ co co co co co .. co co co co co co co co co co co co co :g co :: .. co .., co .. co >0 co ... co .., co ... :g .. :: MILES. .. ... .. .. .., .., .... .... .. .. ... '" .. ... '" ... 

.r l ... OIl OIl ~ OIl .. ~ ... OIl OIl OIl OIl OIl 

f 
.. OIl too .9 1 :i .S .a 1 " .S j .S 1 .51 " .51 .., 

1 1 1 
:a 1 1 1 

.., 
1 1 ! § tl I « !: 

1I 1I M 1I tI .. &I 
= 

!i1 1I .. .. .. .. .. 
~ -S ~ ~ ~ ~ 11 ~ ~ ~ -S ~ ~ ~ -s ~ ~ ~ ~ 

.. 
0 ;i!i Z Ii!; Ii!; Ii!; Ii!; Ii!; ~ --f-- --- ----- - r-- I--~ 

N ot exceeding 100 205 91 67 35 21 28 6 12 9 3 2 ... 3 2 - 1 - 3 1 489 

" 
200 136 66 35 15 12 10 7 1 ... 4 - 3 1 1 1 - - ... ... 282 

" 
300' 91 41 28 7 2 6 3 3 1 2 1 - 1 1 - - 1 - ... 188 . 

" 
400 72 4.2 21 15 5 3 4 3 - 1 ... 3 ... 1 ... ... - - ... 170 

" 
500 48 26 16 U 9 6 - 2 2 1 ... ... 2 - - - - - - 125 

.- -

" 
600 20 16 6 4 6 1 3 1 - ... 1 - - - - - ... ... - 58 

" 
700 23 12 7 4 3 ... 1 - 3 ... 1 2 ... - ... - ... - ... 66 

" 800 30 8 11 4 ... ... - ... - - ... - - - - ... - ... ... 63 
• 

" 
900 19 Hi 7 1 2 - - - ... ... - - ... ... ... ... - ... - 44 

" 
1000 14 8

1 
3 1 ... 1 - ... -- - ... ... - - ... - - - - 27 • 

" 1200 35 26 18 2 3 2 1 3 -1 - ... ... - - ... ... - - ... 91 

A bove - - 1200 8 8 '11 2 2 - 1 ... - - - - ... - - ... - ... - 32 - f-- ---I-- - I-- - - - - - -TOTAL - - - 701 349 230 104165 66, 26 2/jo 16 11 6 
8\ 

7 5 1 1 1 3 1 16]5 

PARCELS BEA.RING POSTAGE. 

N ot exceeding 100 76 47 ,21 20 12 'i 5 5 2 1 2 2 2 I 1 - 1 ... - 205 

" 200 36 12 I 1 2 I 1 1 .. ... - ... ... ... - .. ... - - 55 

" 

" 
300 23 9 4, 2 ... ... ... - - - ... .. ... - ... ... ... ... ... 3S 

400 16 4 5 - - ... - 4, 1 
" 

1 ... ... ... ... ... - ... ... .. 31 

.. 500 9 2 1 1 ... .. ... - .. - ... ... ... .. ... - - ... - 13 . .. 6,00 5 4 - - - 1 ... .. ... - -- - ... ... ... ... - ... - 10 . 
700 3 1 ... - - - 1 - , - ~ 1 ... ... - - - ... - ~ 6 

" 
800 2- 1 2 -" - ... ... ... - ... - - ... ... - - - - - Jj 

" 
900 2 1 ... ... 1 - . I ... - - - - - - - - - - - 5 , , 

• 1000 1 - - - .. - .. .. ... .. - .. ... - ... ... ... - - ... I 

1200 3 1 - - - - - - .. ,- ... - - - ... - - - 4 .. -
~.........,. ..... -

A bove - - 1200 ... ... 1 ... ... - 1 - ... ... ... ... - - - ... -, - - 2 
f-- - ---I--- .....- - '--- TOTAL-~-- - - 176 82 35 24 15 9 9 10 3 2 3 2 2 1 1 - 1 -1- 375 

X3 



166 PAPERS RELATING TO_THE, 

SERvtCB P .A.RCELS. 

j 
.. '" ~o! ........ ..,;."'.;..;oIjjj;l,,·~ .. "'. . ~...".A .s.! ~ ..coo, .......... ~ ~ .4. ~ ".d ~ ....a__ "cd -cd CIS .c 

~ ~ It --a ~ ~ CIS~~cO~cd~~O'"aO-.! 
~ ~ ~ i! ~ £0< ... <- ~ ~~~.-~~.-.~~£O<£O<f:'<£o<~f! 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ g ~ ~ ~ ~ ~g~~~~~g~~~~~~~ 
l~" f f f f" l { f i,,~ l .. ~ fiiffiffififfi{ 
" &l !.1 !.1 " 1!.1.. &l&l:J&1:J&1tltl=tl:J&1=~&1" 
~ -g -a -l1li .p ~ "S ... C ~ 1)~CoN~-::;1J1)~_ota~~.w~ ~ 

MILES. 

~ ~ 2; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~I)I!: li!;li!;li!;~~Zli!;li!;li!;~~~i!;~~ f! 

-N-ot-e-x-.~-, e-d-in-g-:-:-:-I'.:~ '~ . ~: ;:'": ': -2-~- '; '~ I. ~ ': ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~.~ ~'~ ~ ~.~ :: 
:: 400 32 39 7 4 2 1 .. 2 1 - 1 2 5 - - - 1 - - - ] = - - - 97 

" 600321, - - - - - - - --------------- 6 

" 600312 - - - - - - 1 --------------- 7 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Above -

TOTAL 

700 

800 

900 

1000 

1200 

- 1200 

MILES. 

Not exceeding 100 

" 200 

. " 300 

" 400 

,. 600 

" tlOO 

" 
.700 

" 800 

". 900 

" 
1000 

" 
1100 

" 
1200 

• 
" 1300 

" 
1400 

Above - - 1400 

TOTAL - - -

12 

3 

2 

21 

1 

1 

3 

5 

5 

1 

2 

I 

, 1 

I 

I 2 1 

r--r--~--~~---4_--~-~--4---
373 223 78 34 20 27 23 19 

---------
- ---------
- ---------
- -------

"7 - -

- - - -
------

- - - -

11 

2 

31 

1 ..;. --------------
------ -.-I,-I-I-~--

12 181015 6 3 810 6 3 3 611 8 3 1 969 

• 
BQOKS, P .A.MPHLETS, &0. 

PostPaid. Bearing POitage. Service &lid Free. 

4 4 4 ~ j j 
~ ~. '0 

£0< Eo< &!:: ~ <:> 

"" ~ <:> <:> <:> 0 Of ..., 
I tID Tour.. tID T~Ar.. 

01 ... 
" .51 ~ tID 

i 
TOTAL. 

il 1 1 1 
.5 

14 ~ 1 " tl 
~ ~ ~ " 

Z ~ ~ ~ 

20 4 24 47 2 49 
10 4 14 I 1 2 
10 I 11 8 1 9 

4 3 
. • 7 1 I 2 

1 - - 1 6 - 6 -
1 - - 1 - - 2 2 
2 - - 2 - - -
3 . 1 4, - - -
3 - - , 

3 - - -. - - - - - - • - - - - - -. 
- - - - - -
- - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - ---- -54 13 67 63 7 70 

Cecil Beadon, Commissioner: 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &<!. IN INDIA. 

Appendix (A.), No. 60. 

RETU"RN of the Number of P nCELS dispatched by BUGHY POST from all the Post-oHices in India in One Month. - . 
PARCELS POST PAID. 

~ ~ i . j!.a ~ ~ .-
~ ~ • ~ 

.: • m .. .. 
~ " ~ ~ il .; .; .; .; ~ -:l 

~ 
.; .. 

~ ~ ~ ~ '0 '0 ~ ~ ~ Ci '0 '0 -0 "0 "0 Q '0 
~ fot fot fot ~ fot fot ~ ~ ~ fotlfot e e g e e e <:> <:> e e <:> <:> 0 e <:> <:> e e o e e e '" e ~ :!l <:> '" <:> '" <:> '" e ... <:> 

'" e .., <:> '" <:> >0 <:> <:> :!l ... .. ... co co '" ... .. .. ... ... ... ... GO GO CO> '" ...... MILES. .. .r .r 2t' .. .. .. .. .. .~ .. .. .. on bIl .. be bO' b: "" "" 2t' Tor.t.L • " " " ~ " " " " .S 1 " " ~ :al~ " " 1 1 1 ;.;; 

1 1 1 ;.;; ." ;.;; 1 ] :.a :; 11 1 II 8 ~ ~ ~ 8 ~ ~ ~I ~ .. 
~ ~ 

.. 
&l &l .. II II tl .. .. .. .. t1 ~i ~ ~ t1 ... .. .. .. .. .. 
~ ~ 

.. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

4011 ..... 1 ..... 

~ :i ~ 0 z zlz z z z z z z z "" z z Z I Z ----------I-- -- - - - - - - - - 1- ---
Not exceeding 100 685 229 135 56 33 32 10 16 10 6 3 1 3 2 1 -1- 3 1 1 1227 

" 
200 529 166 93 45 19 16 12 4 1 5 1 5 1 1 1 - - - - - - - 899 

" 300 856 12:1 5S 29 11 10 6 8 1 8 1 1 1 1 - - - - 1 - - - 605 

" 
400 279 104 49 30 11 12 7 6 1 5 2 8 - 1 - - - - - - - - 516 

" 500 160 52 38 23 12 6 4 3 8 1 1 4 2 - - .- - - - - - - 809 

.. 600 65 26 14 7 9 5 3 1 1 - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - 133 

" iOO 62 24 9 1 3 1 1 - 3, - 1 Z - - - - - - - - - - 113 

" 800 60 18 16 4 .- 1 - 1 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 96 
• 

900 84 21 11 4 2 I - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 73 " 
., 1000 31 14 8 5 2 4 - 1 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 68 

" 
1200 62 3S 28 2 3 3 1 3 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - .... 136 

Above - - 1200 17 10 13 4 2 2 1 - - - - - - - - - - -1- - - - 49 
I----- I- ----- -;--:-17 ; ----TOTAL - - - 2340 8201461 216 113 93 45 38 25 20 II 16 I 7 5 1 1 1 4224 

I 

PARCELS BEARING POSTAGE. 

Not exceeding 100 956 864 161 8S 47 25 23 12 10 4 4 8 2 1 1 - - - 1 - - - 1707 

" 200 822 862 133 72 38 28 19 11 8 7 2 6 1 - - - - - - - 2 - 1511 

" 
800 582 840 147 76 82 21 15 17 13 6 2 11 - 1 - - - 2 1 - - - 1266' 

" 
400 510 244 103 62 81 19 23 19 7 6 /) 3 1 - - - - 1 - - - - 1084 

" 500 227 129 58 34 23 20 15 8 10 6 6 29 3 1 - 1 - 4 2 1 - - 577 

" 600 148 61 22 11 7 4 3 2 2 1 - 2 - - - - - 1 2 1 - - 267 

" 700 102 .48 16 15 14 5 6 8 1 2 8 l' - - - - - - - 1 - - 217 

" ·800 lOS 64 28 19 5 S 5 4 .7 9 2 4 2 - - - - 1 2,- - - 265 

" 900 45 25 15 8 11 6 7 3 2 1 
i - 5 - - - - - - - - - - 128 

" 
1000 79 58 17 16 7 2 3 4 2 4, 3 2 - - - - - - - - - - 192 

" 1200 148 103 ~8 23 18 13 9 14 5 4, 2 2 - - - - - - - - - - 379 

.Above - - 1200 59 24 12 2 5 5 5 - - - - - - - - - - - -1- - - 112 
I-- --------I- - -- I- --

TOTAL - - - 8786 1817 750 426 238 163 133 97 67 50 29 73 9 8 1 1 9 8j8 2 7665 
I 



168 PAPERS RELATING TO THE , .. -
SERVICE PARCELS. 

• • ; !l 01 01 ,; J oil J .; ~I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
,,; J ~ J ~ ~ J .a ~ ":a ~ ~.; ~ .; ~ ~ ;i C3IQ "0 ~ -0 ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
o 0 gog 0 0 0 g o~ g :E g g g ~ g ~ 8 :g ~ ~ ~ ~ 

o := !2 01 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ &Q!a (Q (Q1"-t--Q:lcocn=f-tP"'l ..... _--
JQ ~ btJ fJO l'JD bO ~ btJ tla eo tw ~ tin ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ tIti be TO'tAl.. 

I = .. r ~ .. : ~=i 1 .9 .r f 11 ~t1; 1 i1i1111111111 ~ ~!! Ill .... 11 t1 ~lll1l1lllltl&i&i&i1l1!1! 
~ ~ '0 1; 1> .. ~ - ~ 1) 'S 1; 'S~~~~~1S~~~~~~ 
l1!; l1!; :z; l1!;' l1!; ;g l1!; ~ Z Z l1!; l1!; l1!;l1!;l1!;l1!;l1!;Z;l1!;l1!;z,l1!;l1!;l1!;Z; 

--------1---1--:- :--- --1--1----------------
Not exceeding 100 994 568!291 176 130 94 147 96 53 34 23 51 16 9 210 9 5 3 4 611 8 3 1 2744 

200 '374 236[114 69 45 23 62 68 41 23 34 14 2 - 2 3 - - ~ - - - - - - 1110 

300 273 107 78 62 57 38 47 46 44 29 23 'i - - - - - - - - - - - 891 

400 292 p5 65 36 37 13 49 23 19 8 7 7 5 - - - J - - - - 737 

500 109 48 35 20 22 27 7 8 9 7 3 18 - - - - - - -_ = - - - - - 308 

600 16 38 19 4 8 1 7 2 - 2 1 7 - - - - - -, - - - - 105 

700 24 20]0 ]2 20 8 3 2 4 - - 2 - - - - - -, - - - - - - - 105 

800 67 30 16 8 l3 22 5 8 6 8 5 3 - - - - - -, - - - - - - - 191 
:... I 

900 13 12 4 3 - I - 3 1 - - - - - - - -, - - - - - - - 37 , 

MILES. 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Above -

'1000 8 11 14 6 1 2 2 2 2 2 1 - - - - - - I - - - - - - - 51 

1200 65 37 30 29 10 11 12 16 , 8 3 2 - - - - - J - - - - - - - 227 

_ 1200 13 11 5 8 1 11 5 1 3 8 1 - - - - - - -! - - - - - -.., 67 

;;;'~;;-~ 3441~134;j;;~s6;;;01~; 9~;~ ~;-;~I-;D-;-;l-;;;-

" 
" 

TOTAL' -

BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, &0. 

Post P!Iid. Bearing Postage. S.rvice and Free. 
, ------

.. ~ 
om J .; JI J ... ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

..!! 
~ 

'0 '0 '0 '0 '0 '0 

MILES. 
r,.. r,.. r,.. r,.. r,.. r,.. 

0 0 0 0 <:I 0 0 ... "'" ... "'" cc IN "'" 
i .. .. .. .. .. .. 

, '" ,9 '" i '" i :a "" :a :a .. .. 8 .. 8 
~ 

.. 8 .. ..; .. .. 
11 ~ M. 11 11 .. .. .. .. .. .. 

~ ~ 
.. ~ ~ ~ 

.. 
~ ~ ~ .. .. 

r,.. l1!; r,.. - --- - ----
Not exceeding 100 125 20 145 704 64 - 768 1 17 18 

" 200 31 16 47 319 52 - 371 3 16 -19 

I 
4* 

.., 

" 800 60 14 74 225 51 - 276 - 14 U 

" 400 36 11 47 171 28 - 199 / 1 6 7 

" 500 13 2 15 81 22 - 103 2 11 13 

" 600 10 2 12 28 10 - 38 - 4 4 

" 700 9 - 9i 37 8 - 45 - 1 1 

" 800 23 1 24 41 17 - 58 - - -
" 900 20 1 21 23 7 - •. 30. • -."" 1ft, - -. 
" 

1000 4 - 4 21 -3 - 24 - • - -. 
1100 

. 
I " - - - 41 6 - ,47 - - -

" 
1200 9 1 10 1)2 16 1 69 - ~ -

" 
1300 2 - 2 - - -, - - - -

" 
1400 3 - 3 22 11 - 33 - - -, 

Above - .. 1400 - - - - - - - - - --- ---
TOTAL - .. . 345 68 413 1765 295 1 2061 1 69 ,76. {W ei~bts Bre . 

__ 4 _ not stated. 
." ~- ~ ...... "" .. - -. " 

80 
~-,-'''''--.~ .... -

Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. • 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &c. IN INDIA. 169 

Appendix CA.), No. 61. 

STATEMENT of the Amount of Postage due on Chargeable PARCELS, )lOOKS, PAMPHLETS, &c., dispatched by Inland 
Post from all the Post-offices in India during One Month, with a Calculation of the same for One Year • 

. 
Bengal. 

North· .... tern 

Provinces. Madras. Bombay. I TOTAr •• 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Jl.s. a. p. Rs. a. p. 
Parcels ~ - - . 
B oaks, Pamphlets, &c. -

TOTAL for One Month 

P 

B 

arcels 
. - - ~ 

oaks, Pamphlets, &c. 

TOTAL for One Year 

-
-

-

. 7734 3 

- 404 -

- - 8138 3 

- 91063 13 

- 4756 12 

~ - 95820 9 

-. 5952 5 - 3247 5 - 3337 6 - 20271 a -
- 74 6 - 119 II - 24 1 - 6"" 2 "" 

I 

- 6026 lL - 3367 - - 3361 7 - 20893 5 -. 
1 70083 10 10 38234 7 9 43505 1 - 24288i - 8 

4 875 11 3 1409 3 7 313 10 9 7355 511 

5, 170959 6 -1 139643 11 4 43818 11 9 250242 6 7 

Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 

Appendix (A.), No. 62. 

STATEIII:BNT. showing the Amount of Postage that would have been realised on PARCELS dispatched by Inland Post 
from all the Post~:ffices in Indla at Four Annas the 100 Tolahs, with a Rate of Four Annas for every additional 
100 Tolahs, and on BooKs, PUIPHLETS, &e., at an uniform Rate of One Anna the 20 Tolahs. 

North,w.Btern 
1Ifadras. ~ Tor.&L. Bengal. 

Provinces. 
-

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. . BB. a. p. Rs • a. p. Rs. a. p. 
Parcels - - - - - 7112 - - 5736 12 - 3646 8 - 8179 8 - 19674 12 ~ 

Books, Pamphlets, &c. - - 102 14 - 25 2 - 39 10 - 9 13 - 177 7 ~ 

TOTAL for One Month - - 7214 14 - 5761 14 - 3686 2 - 3189 5 - 19852 3 -

Parcels - - - - - 83738 1 - 67545 9 8 42934 9 6 41447 - 10 235665 5 -. 
Books, Pamphlets, &e. - . 1211 4 4 29513 2 466 8 10 127 14 7 2101 8 II 

. 

TOTAL for One Year . - - 84949 5 4 67841 6 10 43401 2 4 41574 15 5 237766 13 11 

Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 

y 



PAPERS RELATlNG T~ THE -
Appendix CA.), No. 63. 

d throu h the District Daks, in the North-western Pro'Vinces 
ABSTRACT, sho\Ving the Number of ~ETTE:het~~~~sYear 18~6-47 to 1849-50. ' rom • . Number of Letter. on which Government 

Postage was charged. 
YEARS. 

~umber oI'Letter •. ~vernment postage. 

Ra. a. p. 
109180 • ..34,10 ii -For 1846-47 . . -- 179141 11684 7 6 For 1847-48 - - - -
218957 14648 4 6 For 1848-49 - - - -
244838 16891 1 -For 1849-50 - - - · 
752066 46584 2 -TOTAL . - · 

Letters from 
Thanmh 

to Thannab. 

. . ,. 
31464 
95524 

113047 

240085 

-GRA.ND TorAI;. 
• -Number of Letters. GoverlllDent Postage. 

Rs. a. p. 
109130 3410. 5 -210605 11634 7 6 
314481 14648 4 6 
357885 16891' 1 --992101 46584 2 -

H .. B. Ruldell, 
Postmaster-general, N. W. P. 

STATEMENT, showing the Government PostaO'e due on LETTERS which passed through the Thannah Daks in the 
North.west~ Provinces, for the Year 1848-49. 

Number of 

Letters receivedfor Dispatch. TOTA.l. Letters 
Letters sent lor Delivery. sent from Grand 

NAMES Thannah to 
Thannah Total of 

of 
Number pn which 1 . Number Government Number Government Government Government Letters. 

S TA TJ ONS. of of of Poslageis j Letlers. Postage. Letters. Postage. Letters. Postage. 
not leviable. 

-
Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

Afira - - - .2611 • 232 5 6 3364 109 8 - 5975 341 13 6 - · 6975 

A ahabad · · 2276 225 2 6 - . . - - 2276 225 2 tl - - 2276 

Allygurh · - 6318 405 - 6 4116 35'1 13 - 10434 762 13 6 1920 12354 

Azimgurh - - 2748 224 4 - 1027 68 13 6 3775 293 1 6 445 4220 
Bandah - · 2387 217 14 6 1454 135 10 - 3841 353 8 6 40 3881 
Bareilly - - 4265 159 1 - 4308 156 '11 - 8573 315 12 - 3101 11674 
Budaon - - 4922 200 13 6 4673 61 14 - 9595 262 II 6 802 10397 
Bolundshuhur - 2191 200 14 - 1257 114 8 .. 8448 315 6 - 130 8578 
Benares - · 1740 98 14 6 - - - - - 1740 98 14 6 · · 1740 
Bijnour. - - 4966 155 3 - 2583 85' 18 - 7549 241 - - - - 7549 
Cawnpore - ; 15703 2049 3 - 9392 1005 II 6 25095 8054 14 6 829~ 28887 
Delhi - · - 4082 340 7 6 2209 240 14 6 6291 581 6 - 125 6416 
Etawah - - · 2308 77 4 - 1940 6a 2 6 4243 142 6 6 - - 4243 
Futtygurh · -~ 8J71,1 ?li5 ~3 - 4867 i>64 9 - 13043 1320 6 - 1692 14735 
Futtypore · - 5299 166 - - 3561 112 - - 8860 278 - - 22448 ·31303 
G~azeepore - - 5608 ]g3 13 - 4602 155 9-- 10205 349 a - ~655 12860 
Goruckpore · · ~570 652 6 - 885 166 9 - 5455 , 81$ 15 - !l8050 ,53505 
Goorgong - - 2297 1:;2 11 - 1862 168 3 - 4159 340 14 - 890 4549 
Hameerpore - - 1729 119 15 6 . - - . - 1729 119 15 6 3882 6611 
Hansi - · · 43'5 il7 4 - 157 4 15 6 592 22 3 6 2 594 
Hussingabad • · 1321 41 6 - 1373 43 12 - 2694 85 2 - 2037 4731 
Kalka - - - '25 - 12 6 2 - 1 - 27 - 13 6 121 148 
Kurnaul · · 31 - 15 6 - - - - - 31 - 15 6 · - 31 
Landour - .. - - - . 

~ 20 '. - 12 6 20 - 12 6 - - 20 
Meel'ut - - - 4904 158 4 - 2590 81 4 - 74.94 234. 8 ~- - · • 7494 
Mirza pore - · 1569 58 9 6 194 6 1 - 1763 64 10 6 · - 1768 
MOl'adabad - · 18849 748 3 ·6 11092 .914 .10 - 24941 1657 13 6 · - 24941 
Muttra • 

, - · 4250 217 4 - 1988 169 9 6 6238 - 0238 886 13 6 - -Mo'()zufi'umuggur - 11536 282 l.IiI 6 6339 216 8 - 14876 499 5 6 - · 14875 
1\1 ynpoory - · 1053 :32 14 6 566 17 11 - 1619 DO 9 6 - · 1619 
N ursin~ore _ · 673 21 10 6 637 21 2 - 1810 42 12 ,6 13]0 
Nynee' aU - - · · 270 29 2 - 285 46 6 - 555 '5 8 1887 1892 
Paneeput -- · 1.075 :n 1 - 1100 95 -S ... 2175 167 -9 2175 
Rohtuck - - - -'. 1398 1:00 15 - 1507 183 10 6 2905 284 9 6 20 2925 
Saharunpore - · 5~91 261 10 - 3144 253 14 6 9035 513 8 - 6 - 7~8 - 9743 
S~ajl·haf!.pore · 2220 139 - 6 1484 105 10 6 3704 244 11 2100 5804 -Slrsa - · - 615 :19 4 6 466 H 10 6 1081 . 33 15 -- 28 lJ09 
Sewnee - - - 104 11 - 6 28 3 8 6 132 14 204 336 
Umballa 0 -

~ - 912 80 8 6 568 18 7 - 1480 • 48 15 1460 6 · -- - --I -TOTAL . -.. 183317 B~80 13 6 85640 5767 'I - 218957 14648 .j ,95524 . :314A81 "4 '6 ... 

(True Copy.) 
Peary Mokun Cll.Omary, 

Head ~riter, Postmaster-general's Office. 

(signed) H. B. Riddell, • 
Postmastfr.generaI, N. W. P. 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &c. IN INDIA. 

STATEMENT, showing the Government Postage due on LETTERS which passed through the Thannah Daks in the 
North-western Provinces, for the Year 1849-50. 

• 
NAMES 

Letters Bent fur Delivery. 

of 

STATIONS. 
Number Government 

of 
, 

Letten. Postage.. 

, Ba. a.. p. 

Agra - · · 8076 300 9 {) 

Allahabad · - 3100 237 6 -
Allygurh · - 6040 339 13 -
Azimgurh · - 3372. 301 9 -
Banda . - - 2829 253 II CI 

Bareilly · - 1966 'i2 6 -
Budaoll · - 6942 305 10 -
Bolundshuhur - 8666 336 12 6-

Benares · - 1698 95 II 6 

Bijnour - - 7452 232 14 -
Cawnpore - - 16991 2166 - 6 

Delhi - · - 2042 181 .. 6 

Etawah - - - 2165 71 13 6 

Futtygurh · - S048 916 9 -
Futtypol'e - - 6314 U19 4 .. 
Ghazeepore - ~ 7123 243 ]5 6 

Goruckpol'e - - 5199 808 4 -
Goorgong - - 3718 305 6 6 

Hameerpore - • - 1833 ]32 4 -
Hansi - · - 992 64 13 6 

Hussingabad. · 1649 52 I .. 
Kalka - · - 24 1 .. 6 

Kurnaul - - 42 1 10 .. 
Meerut - - - 5372 162 10 6 

Mirzapore - · 1410 44 I -
Moradabad · - 13296 823 3 .. 
Muttra. - - - 4740 294 IS 6 

Mozuffurnuggur - 9498 288 8. 6 

M ynpoory - - 1371 42 13 6 

N ursinpore - · 693 21 12 6 

Nynee TaU - - 524 81 - 6 

Paneeput 
, 

1684 116 1 6 - -
Rohtuck - - 2220 246 15 .. 
Saharnnpore - - 5399 358 6 -
Shajehanpore, - 2466 151 15 6 

Sirsa. - - - 549 17 a -
Sewnee - - - 56 .7 1 6 

Umballa - - . 1022 31 15 -. 
TOTAL - - - 146581 10309 2 -

L~ received for Dispatch. . 

Number Government Number 
of of 

Letters. Pu.tage. Letters. 

BB. a. p. 
3743 118 14 6 6819 

610 19 1 - 3710 

3387 264 12 6 9427 

875 92 11 6, 4247 

1827 173 2 6 4656 

3184 . 217 11 - 5150 

6656 84 8 6 13598 

1758 162 15 6 5424 

- - - - - 1698 

4017 126 7 6 11529 

10637 U5014 - 27628 

783 99 6 6 2825 

2144 69 13 - 4309 

541H 608 3 - 13499 

4152 130 4 - 10466 

6676 189 12 6 12799 

1162 248 1 .. 6361 

3306 301 8 - 7024 

- - . - - 1833 

490 15· 1 .. 1482 

1709 55 4 .. 3M8 

~ - - - . 24 , 
2 .. 1 .. 44 

2540 79 8 6 7912 

213 6 10 6 1623 

10878 910 12 6 24174 

2279 201 6 - 7019 

8115 254 12 6 17613 

812 25 6 - 2183 

840 27 10 .. 1533 

467 73 15 - 9111 

1620 136 14 .. 3304 

1672 230 -' 6 3892 

3936 338 7 .. 9335 

1828 122 2 6 4294 

389 13 4 6 938 

3 .. 3 .. 59 

1036 32 6 - 2058 

98257 6581 15 - 244838 

Y,2 

Number of 
TOT,n. I.ettera 

aent60m Grand 
Tbannah $0 

Tbannah Total of 
on which ~ Govenunen\ Government Letters. 

Pu.tage. Pbotage is J not leviable. 

.IlB. a. p. 
419 8 .. - - 6819 

256 7 .. - - 3710 

604 9 6 3941 13368 

394 4 fJ 301 4548 

426 ]4 - 70 4726 

290 1 - 2834 7984 

390 ~ 6 1142 14740 

499 12 - 258 5682 

95 11 6 - - 1698 

359 5 6 - - 11529 

33]6 H 6 4297 31925 

280 7 - - - 2825 

141 10 6 30 4339 

1524 12 - 2569 16068 

~29 8 - 22858 33324 

433 12 - 3655 16454 

1056 5 - 54617 60978 

606 ]4 6 1402 8426 

]32 4 - 4493 6326 

79 14 6 2247 3729 

107 I) .. 1864 5222 

1 - 6 79 ]03 

1 11 .. - - 44 

242 3 .. 3 7915 

50 11 6 - - 1623 

1733 15 6 - - 24174 

496 ~ 6 - . 7019 

543 5 - - - 17613 

68 3 6 - - 2183 

49 6 6 - - 1533 

154 15 6 03133 4124 

,252 15 6 - - 3304 

476 15 6 11 3903 

696 13 .. 744 10079 

274 2, .. 2358 6652 

30 7 6 - - 938 

7 4 6 141 200 

64 5 - . - 2058 

16891 I - 113647 357805 

H. B. BitJdeU, 
Postmaster-general, N. W. P. 



Appendix (A.), 
No. 64. 

PAPERS RELATING TO THE 
-

Appendix (A.), No. 64. 

STATEMENT of the District Daks in the Madras Presidency, in those Districts whose Accounts 
have been preserved. -

Number of Number of Total Letters Numberelf 

DISTRICT. Yeare. Letters sent within tetter! sent beyond Sellt. Lettera 
the District. theDis~t. Sellt and neeeived. 

h -, 

MasuIipata.m. ... .. 1845 10912 14726 25638 

1846 . 13136 15336 29072 

1847 13951 14806 28757 

1848 15101 16408 25509 

1849 16346 1~783 3207& 

Rajahmundry .. .. 184,6 19231 8296 22533 41047 

1847 28391 4433 32830 69404, 

1848 41311 7038 48349 79410 

1849 47678 8225 l)';904 84492 

Coimbatoor - · 1845 7654 2387 10241 
1846 8016 2362 10378 
1847 8209 2512 ,10721 
1848 7618 2150 9763 
1849 8706 2267 10973 

Tinnevelly L · 1845 14737 15486 30223 40064-
1846 16888 170n 38959 4511S 
1847 ' '" "16268 17604 :13872 45398 
1848 20582 18126 88708 50459 
1849 20573 18140 38713 60048 . 

CanaTs. . - · 1845 74299 2863 71162 
1846 ,92184 4243 96427 
1841 108678 4'768 113446 

, 

1848 109329 4621 113951 
1849 112548 4492 117040 

-NelIore '. - - 1845 15612 5Sn 21423 36907 
]846 15625 5492 21017 382f)7 

.1841 '18398 6642 24040 40485 
]848 19624 5740 25364- 42551 
1849 18896 6032 24928 43850 

South Aroot . - ]a45 10286 147.21 25007 
lS46 12287 10578 ~7860 
HI47 ]1595 14570 

. 
26165 

1848 1064() 14369 24914 
1849 1(1328 16460 26788 -

l\{adurll. - -- ~ 1845 7389 2613 10002 

- 1846 7484 2811 10295 
184,7 6i29. 2509 9238 
1848 6389 2634 9023 
1849 8852 3184: ll986 

Vizagayatam ~ · 1845 7504 593 8097 
1846 11404 732 12136 
1847 12637 785 18422 
1848 14211 848' 15059 
1849 U\}U 1056 - 16040 

Guntool' ~ . · 1845 49% 2260 7185 
1846 6949 2868 9817 . 1847 8786 - 4707 13493 
1848 12126 4734 " 

16860 
1849 13317 4190 l'i(jO'l 

• , 
(True Extract.) Cecil JieaiJ.<;n, Commissioner. 



Appendix CA.). No. 65. 

STATEMENT, showing tIle Number or LETTEnS Despatched and Received, Service and Bearing Postage, with the Amollnt of RECEIPTS; and also exhibiting the Monthly and Annual 
CHARGE £01' the Runners employed,. with the Amount of the Contingent EXPBRDITURE and Aggregate CHARGE, for the Distl"ict Dawks in the Collectorates under the Bombay Presidency. 

f01' the Year 18 i2-43. • 

Number of CoVeJ"8 Despatched and Received. 
NAMES · 

of Service. I Bearing Postage. 

COLLECTORATES. 
Outward. I Inward. Outward. Inward. TOTAL. 

-'-----
Kaira . · · 26922 39602 66524 713 

Ahmednuggur • · 37135 37398 74533 4019 

N";'ick (Sub.CoI. ) · 16971 20791 37i62 2038 

Khandeish · · 14865 13093 a27958 2070 
, 

Ahmedabad · · 10513 8164 18677 13398 . 
Bronch - · · 3264 .3264 6526 411 

! 

Tann. - - · 30676 31298 61974 Ull 

Dharwar . - · . . - . . - - -
Pooo. - · · 39390 49901 89291 2267 

Belgaum . · - 22~89 34432 66921 18 

Surat - - · 13309 J3813 27122 3219 

SboJ.poor - - · 18056 14829 32885 2599 

Rutnngberry - - 12095 10569 2266' 11136 
------

TOTAL . - 245685 277154 1i22839 43599 

Office of Commissioner for Post-office Inquiry,} 
Bombay. 18 December 1851. 

2811 

3857 

1099 

894 

10493 

411 

4100 

. -
2975 

46 

3332 

192 

10567 

407771 

TOTAL. 

3524 

78'16 

3137 

2964 

23891 

822 

58ll 

. • 
5242 

64 

6551 

2791 

- 21703 

84376 

I 
Oulwa,,). 

Rs. II. p. 

114 2 -
296 2 6 

116 5 -
111 7 -
174 3 8 

39 15 -
332 2 -

- ~ . 
69 8 6 

113 6 -
142 9 6 

164 '1 -
636 6 -

2210 9 2 

RECEIPTS. CHARGES. 

Contingent Aggregate 
RElIJARKS. l\Jonthly Annual 

Inwwd. TOTAL. Charges for . Amount. 
Chw·ges. Cbarges. 

Runners .. 

Rs. a. p. R •• a. p. RI. II. 
t 

p. Ra. II. p. Rs. a. I" R •• a. p. 

141 4 6 255 6 6 144 8 - 1'134 - - 1'13 9 3 1907 9 3 

8 4 - 304 6 6 232 - - 27l!4 - - lip 3 2795 11 3 

4514 - 162 3 - 84 - - 1008 - - 30 9 6 1038 9 6 { .. Thi. i. only from 
a 13 6 115 4 6 . b . . b - 79 11 6 79 11 6 January to April 1843. 

b The district peon. are 

2133 1 - 2307 4 8 265 3180 42 13 1 3222 13 1 
to take the letter .. - - - - J This contains tb. num-

- - - 39 15 - 94 4 - 1131 - - · 1131 - - ber of Jetters received · - land d .. patched.ince lot 
February. 

· { All tb. Jetters, wilh-
390 - 6 722 2 6 1i3 - - 636 - - 1i0 12 4 686 12 4 out distinction, are .tated 

to have heen forwarded io 
the lame bag. 

- . - ~94 6 9 97 8 - 1170 - - · · - 1170 - -
289 1 - 358 9 6 278 - - 3336 - - 2·' 4 - 11360 4 ---

8 3 - 116 9 - 222 8 - 2670 - - · · · 26'10 - -
31 8 - 174 1 6 324 9 - 2271 15 - 98 - - .2369 15 - Fur seveo month .. 

- 3 - 16' 10 - 280 - - 3360 - - - - · 3360 = -
631 14 - 1168 3 - 106 4 - 1275 - - - - · 1275 - -

3678 2 6 6283 2 5 2181 9 - 24555 15 - 511 611 25067 511 

(True Copy.) Cecil Beadon, Commi.sioner. 
(signed) W. Co"rtney, Commissioner. 

"'"' I Z 

Z 
o 
~ 



s 10 • g the Nu ber of LETTl!RS Despatched and Received Service and Bea'n P t 'th th A t f th R d 1 h'b' • h l\:[ TATEMENT, S I WID m , 1'1 g os age, WI e moun 0 e ECEIPTS; an a so ex I ltmg t e onthly and Annual 
CHARGE for the Runners employed, with the Amount of tIle Contingent EXl'ENDl'l'lTRE and ~he Aggregate CHARGES, for the District Dawks in t~ Collectorates under the Bombay 

... 
Presidency, for the Year 1848-49. . ~ 

_ .. -
, 

Number of Covers Despatched and Reeeived. RECEIPTS. CHARGES. 

NAMES 
, 

of --s1 ~,- Monthly 
Contingent Aggregate 

REMARKS. 

~utward. t Inwar~. , TOUL. 'outward.! Inward. 

Annual 
COLLECT9RATES. , Outward. Inward. TOTAL. Charges for 

Amonnt. 
Charges. Charges. 

TOTAL. 
Runners. 

. B.s. a. 1" R •• a. p. R •• a. p. R •• a. p. RB • a. p. Rs. a. p. R •• o. p. 

Belgaum ; . · · 1)9279 69678 168852 4793 12529 17322 214 I 6 460 12 - 674 13 6 29~ 8 - 316ft - - 256 5 10 8422 5 10 

Sholal'oor • · · 81760 27061 58821 8849 2450 6299 201 6 6 611 ·7 6 263 14 - 224 10 8 2696 - - . , . -'* 
2696 - -

Ahmednuggur · - 95864 95643 191507 13316 13020 26336 351 5 - 240 - 6 691 5 6 232 - - 2784 - - 334 311 3118 811 

Nassick · - - 19840 28165 48005 4224 5096 9320 ]43 - - 146 6 6 289 6 6 84 - - 1008 - - 89 4 4 109'% 4 4. 

Dharwar · · · 95748 87839 183582 4702 15405 20107 216 1 - 665 2 6 881 3 6 97 8 - 1170 . - . . . 1170 - -
" • 

!Cairo · · - 48930 45299 94229 6483 9206 14689 270 2 - 324 7 6 594 9 6 144 8 - 1734 - - 198 10 5 1932 10 5 

Broach · · - 23490 24375 47866 85J5 2725 6240 5g 5 6 69 14 - l11g 3 6 94 4 - 1131 - - . . - H3t - -
R\\tnagherr1 - - 36522' 32188 68'11d ]5439 19671 851IO 43014 - 513 10 - 944 8 - 106 4 - 1213 13 8 '15 I 'I 1288 15 3 

poono - - · 90236 97355 187591 27558 29007 56565 353 8 - 450 4 6 80312 6 287 - - 3444 - - 177 13 3 362J 13 3 . { Since 1842 - 43. four 
Ahmedabad · · 9629 6740 16369 4744 2308 '1052 65010 - 567 6 - 1118 - - 'Il 8 - 858 - - 364 10 3 1222 10 3 Post.offiees have beeneata-

12281 1110 12 811 13 
blished in this Collectorate. 

Tannah - · - 51199 47859 99058 13196 25427 854 - 6· - 664 12 6 53 - - 636 - - 175 13 - -
Surat - - - 28758 29600 58358 11335 12984. 24319 477 9 - 174 " 6 65. 14 6 291 9 - 3345 - - 153 - - 3498 - -
Kbandei.b · · 152004 150816 807870 16849 15955 32804 247 13 6 264 13 8 5J2 10 9 94 4 - 1127 - - 108 iii 10 1235 8 10 

--------------- . --;;.~~~-;;;.;-;;-;-TOTAL . - 783304 747513 1530817 129003 152587 281590 3869 12 6 1933 7 I) 26246 6- I -, 
Office of Commi .. ioner lor Post-office In'Jui1")'. } {signed} W. Courtney. COlllmilSioner. 

. Bombay. 18 Decembet 1850. 
(True Copy.) Cecil Beadoll. Commi .. ioner. 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &~ IN INDIA. 

Appendix (A. ), No. 66. 

TRANSLATION of Addresses of TWe'olty: Native Letters taken indiscriminately from among Appendix (A.) 
the unclaimed Letters in the Calcutta General Post-office. No. 66. 

1. b the Almighty pleases-Let this envelope, having arrived in Calcutta, at the counting- Persian. ' 
house of N ubbee Bukhsh, merchant, native of ~hahjehanabad, in the neighbourhood of 
Colootolah, on the high road within Calcutta, from thence be presented to, and .read by his 
bountiful highness, the respected brothel', Moonshee Manik Chund. 

To his highness the respected brother, beneficent. lord of us the poor, lIly benefactor, 
Moonshee Manik Chund-may his good fortune cont.inue. 

The petition of Gunesee Laul, native of SamIee, from Casbah Noor Majee, Zillah 
MozuffurDuggur-Date of writing 16th July 1850. The district Dawk postage has been 
paid, the remainder is bearing. 

2. Iftbe Almighty pleases-Let this letter, having been dispatched from Dinapoor, and Pe1'sian. 
arrived at Calcutta, in the neighbourhood of Collingah, at the residence of Mr. Smith, 
reach Shaikh Hingun khiduiutgar. 

'Written on the date, four.centh of the blessed month of Rllmzan. 
The petition of the de\'oted servant Mungloo-Bearing postage. 

3. Through the favour of God-May this cover, having arrived at Burdwan, close to Khan- Persian. 
pookhureea, and reached Chhu~ka Mool1ah, be presented to, and read by the blessed light of 
my eyes, Meean Booddhoo, may the Almighty protect him. 

Let this letter, having arrived at Burdwan Khanpookhureea,near Chhukka Moollah, reach Bengallee. 
Boodhoo M eean. 

4. If the Almighty pleases--Let this enTelope, having arrived at the city of Calcutta, in the Persian. 
neighbourhood of Colootolah, at the counting-house ofSirajoodeen and lJahdad, merchants, 
be offered to and read by the happy light of my eyes, of virtuous manners, and beloved oJ 
the heart-Meean Shaikh Inayut Ally, may his life be long. Written on the tenth of the 
blessed Rumzan, Saturday, in the year 1266 of the Hegil'a of our Prophet, and dispatched 
as Bearing. 

Having VI itllOut luss of time paid the postage and received the letter, you will read it, and 
baving abstained from food or drink, considering it fo:"bidden to you, you will corwey 
yourself to Jounpoor, and you wilJ'know this to be a strict injunction. 

Dispatched from Jounpoor, neighbourhood of the old Bazar. The blessing note of ShaIkh 
Ihadoollah, pleader of the Moonsdf's Court of the city of Jounpoor • . 

o. If the Almighty pleases-M a.y this bearing letter, having arrived at Calcutta, in the Persian. 
Bazar of Collingab,. at the shop of Shaikh Soopun, the seller of Hookahs, from thence be 
presented to and read by the happy light of my eyes, and the ease of my life-Ghunsa 
khansamah (son of Imam Khan hookkaburdar), may his life be long. The blessing note of 
his mother. Dispatched through thE' medIUm of Shaikh Zoolfukkar AlIy-22nd July 1850 
of the Christian era, Tuesday. 

6. Let this letter, having arrived at the city of Calcutta, in Tiretta's Bazar, Foujdal'fY Persian. 
Balakhanah, at the house of i\lly Baboo Bengallee, fl'OOl thence be offered to the most 
sacred notice of my most worsllipful and respected father, my Mecca and place of worship
his highness ~halkh Mudarun (the servant of Ally Baboo), may the Almighty spare his pro-. 
sperity. 

(Two lines of very bad Nagree, which could not be deciphered.) Napee. 

7. To the Noble Syud Fuzli Rubbee Kllan Bahadoor, Principal Suddrr Ameen. Bengallee. 
This envelope is to be given to the Nazir of. the PrlUcipal Sudder Ameen of Zillah East 

Burdwan. The N azir is, on receiving it, to for\\ard this urgent petition to the huzzoor. 

8. To the li'acred feet of the chief worshipful, the respected brother, Gooroopersllad Singh. Bengallee. 
The letter to be given at Calcutta, in the direction of Jorasanko, at the house ofTarinee 

Sen-on arrival at which the said Smgh will receive it. The letter is an urgent one, so Jet it 
reach quickly, 

9. To the most blessed brother Modhoosoodun Lahoory, may his life be long. Bengallee. 
The letter to be delivered III Zillah Nuddea, in the College at'Krishnaghur, or at the house 

of the respected Baboo Pldunkristo, w~ere it may leach the said Lahoory. Bearing postage. 

10. To the most sacred feet of the chief worshipful and respected brother Greesh Chunder BengaIlee. 
Cllo\\dhry. ., .. 

BeinO' dispatched from Boledaparab, may It go to the c1ty of Calcutta, where on arnvmg 
at the butter shop of Gourmohun Ghose, in the Bazar of Boituckhanah, the said gentleman 
will be able to receive it. The Ghase as soon as he receives this letter, oug!Jt to hand it over 
to him so that no delay may on any account happen, as the letter is very urgent. , . 

11. This letter beinO' dispatched from the city of Calcutta, is to be sent to the Zillah of Bengallee. 
Gawaree, and to arriv: at the house of. Manik J umadar, directly to the east of Thanab 
Ameenbazar. Date 17th Bysakh-Bearmg postage. 

Y4 12. To 



'Bengallee. 

Beng-alIea. 

Bengallee. 

Bengallee. 

Bengallee. 

Bengal1ee •. 

Bengallee. 

Bengallee. 

Nagree. 

Appendix (A.), 
No. 67. 

PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

12 To the greatest favour ofthe chiefsupporter, the respected Baboo Mo'nohu1' MO'okerjea. 
Th~ letter to be sent to the Post-office ?f Zillah ~ uddea, and from thence to the factory at 

Hanskhally. It being very urgent, may It reach qUIckly. , 

13. To you, the respected Hurish Chunder Gangooly., , . 
Tarachand Doss dispatches a note from the Peelkhanah of Zillah Burdwan, whlcb he 

hopes may reach Hurrish Chunder Gangooly, at the house of Gourang Doss Joogee, in the 
Lohaputty, of Bow Bazar, in Calcutta. 

14. To the worshipful and respected brother C~sheel1a~th Mookerjea. , 
Dispatched from Maggoorah, and to be given In the high ro.ad of the City of Calcutta, in 

the Omratollah Lane, at the bouse of Casheenauth ,Malll;kur, I~ tn~ shop of Go~roochul'n 
Kurmokar; on arriving at which, the said MookerJea will receive It. The letter IS urgent, 
so let it reach quickly. 

15. To the hlessed feet of the most worshipful younger uncle Casheenautb Banerjea. 
The letter fmm Calcutta to be given to the Ghat Darogah at KrishFlagbur, whom may it 

reach. Let no aelay happen. 
The postage of the letter is to be there given. 

16. To the prosperous chiefsup~rter Ramloch.un Sah. Peshkar. . 
Dispatched to Calcutta, at Hautkholah, to am,ve at the warehouse of Greedhur Koondo. 

If the said Peshkar be not there, then may It reach the hands of Ramkrishto Hoy 
Mookhtar, who ought to get acquainted with, and act according to the contents, of thi~ 
letter. 

17. To the prosperous son, Madhub Chunder Biswas, may his life be perpetual. 
The letter to be sent to Zillah N uddea, Soornee, and to reach the said dearest Biswas at 

the house of the late Sreenauth Biswas. The lettel' is urgent, so let no delay occur. ' 

18. To the son, dearer than life, and prosperous Govind Chunder Mitter' and there 
lshan Chunder Dutt, may their lives be perpetual. ' 

Dispatched from Bongl'am, to be taken to Soorah, within the jurisdiction of the city 
,of Calcutta-at the house of Doorgapershad Mitter, or if it reach the dearest Coylash 
Chu.nde,r Bose, at the shop of Baboo Aushootosh, Surcar of Shambazar. the said Mitter will 
recelve It. 

19. To the worsh!pful feet of ~he chief wo~sh!pful brother Indron~rain Roy. 
The lette:' to be given to Coolmto, where, If It reaches Hullodhur Roy the said Roy will 

be able to receive it. I 

20. This is all very bad Nagree. and cannot be decip1lered. . 
Cecil BeadoTl, Commissioner •. 

Appendix CA.). No. 67. 

,SPECIHENS * of Obliterated Stamps used in France. 

Cecil Beadon, Commissiooec~ 

• The Specimens above alluded to have been retained in India. 
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Appendil( (A.), No. 68. 

LIST of the TUNSIT BAGS despatched from the Delhie Post-office. 

! 
Name of Packets contained in the Name of Packets contained in the NameoC Packets contained in the 

the Traosit Bags. TranBit Bago. the Transit Bago. Transit Bags. the Transit Bago. Transit Bag •• 

Kurnanl - - Jullunde •• Bijnore - - Dhampore. Cawnpore - - Lucknow. 
Umbala. , N ujeebabad. Futcypore. 
Lahore. Nagena. Hameerpore. 
Thanaaer. Sheerkote. Culpee. 
Ludwa. , 

Samle. - - Jellalabad Thana. Futteypore - Banda. 

Umbala - - SimI .. Bolundshahur . Bareilly. 
Khujwa. 

Loodianah. Cbundowaee. 
Shazadpore. . Feroaepore • Shajehanpore. 

Subathoo. Peeleebheet. Luckno .. - - Goruckpore. 
KUlOWlee. Anoopohahr. Fyzabad. 
Kulka. Snltanpore, Oude. 
Dugohai. Seetapore, Oude. Hameerpore - Mohabs. ~ 

Kultra. Heerapore. 

JulJunder - - Hoohyarpore. 
Allyghur • Agra. Kurtarpore. - Indore · · All packets for Bombay 

Nacoda. Benares. Preoulency. 
Noorpore. Cawnpore. 

Allahabad. Umritaer. 
Mynpooree. Nagpore - · All packeto for Madraa Pre-

Mookarian. aideney. 
Denanager. Futteyghur. 

Muttra. Buttala. 
Huttr ... Benar .. · - Cal\l11tta. 

Kangra. 
Badaon. Gazeepore. 

Hajeepore. 
Bhowgong. All pacJ,eto for Dengal Pre-

1I0odeepind. 
Tsnda. Kashgunge. sideney. 

DhurmsaIa. 
Etah. 
Seeundra Rao. Ghazeepore - Buxar. 

Loodiana Phillour. Agra Nagpore. • Arrah. - - · Dinspore. 
Indore. 

Chupra. 
Lahore Lahore (or the Punjaub. Gwalior. - - Saugur. Khunghur in ditto. Robtuck Han.i. 

W uzeerabad. Sehore. · -
Shapore. Hosungabad. Bhewanee. 

• l\'Iehidpore. 
Augur. Haosee - · Hissar. 

WUleerabad - Jhelun. Lullutpore. Sires. 
Rawulpindee. Seepree. 
Peshawar. Goon .. 

Sina · Sukker. 
Sealkote. Jhanei. -

l\Iohona. 
Shlkarpore. 

Shekoabad. 
Bhawulpoor. 

Mearllt - - Moradabad. Poor ... 
Mooltan. 

Moauffernugger. Baitool. 
Hyderabad Sind. 

Shabarunpore. Dumoh. 
Kllrrachee. 

Gurmookteser. 
Hallper. Muttr. - · Bhurtpore. Monltau. - · Leiah. 
l'etoraghur. Deyra Gh_ Kha ... 

, Allahabad - - Jounpore. 

Moradabad • . Amroha • 
Mir.apore. Rewaree - - Noh. 

Shambhul. 
Jubbulpore. Jeypore. 
&wah. 

Rampore. Azinlgurh. Jeypore Neemoch. Nyneetal. - · Khansheepore. 
Chunar. N Ulle8rabad. 

Almorah. . Bangu1ore. Ajmere. 
E>eonee. De .... 

Baitool Kamptee. 
Ahmedabad. 

Moallffernugger - Roorkee. - - Bowar. 
Bljnour. Ellicppore. Erinpoora. 
Hurd ... r. 

Mynpooree Jalown. 
Kota. · Jaw ....... 

Etawa. 
Saharunpore - I\lu •• oor.o. Oryah. 

Hodol Koooee. Deyra Doon. Jiswuntnuggur. · -
Jugadree. Puttlalee. 
Rajpore. Coonch. Khoorj .. - - Boolundohahar. 

Cecil Becultm, Commiaaioner. 

z 
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Appendix (B.), No. I. 

AN ACT for the Management of the POST-oPFICE. 

Acts repealed. 
App. (B.), No.1. Section I. This1Iection explains itself. 

Exclusive privilege of car
rying letters vested in the 
Governor-general of India 
in Council. 

Section II. The provisions of this section 
are taken from 1 Vict., chap. 33, sect. 2. We 
h*ve excepted also places with which there is 
no communication by post, and lines of road 
by which the post does not travel. This was 
.necessary from the circumstances of the coun
try, and has been prllvided for in the Ceylon 
Post-office Ordinance. 

Exceptions. 

Prohibitions. 

, Penalties for breach of 
privilege. 

Section III. Founded oItI Vict.~ chap. 36, 
sect. 2. 

I. Act No. XVII. of 1837, Act No., XX. of 
1838 and Act No. XVII. of 1839, are hereby re
pealed, exce'{>t in so far as they repeal other Acts 
and RegulatlOns. 

II. The Governor-general of India in Council 
shall have the exclusive privilege of conv!lying 
from one placE:' to another all letters, except 10 ~1ie 
following cases; an~ shall also ~a!e the exclu~lve 
privilege of performlDg all the mCldental services 
of receiving, collecting, sending, despat~hing, and 
delivering all letters. except in the followlDg cases; 
(that is to say,) 

1. Letters to or from any place to which 
there is no communication by post, or along 
any line of road by which the post does not 
travel. 
, 2. Letters sent by a private friend in his 
way, journey or travel, so as such letters be 
delivered by such friend tQ the party to whom 
they shall be directed. 

3. Letters sent by a messenger on p~rpose, 
concerning the affairs of the sender or receiver 
thereof. . 

4: Letters concerning goods or other pro
perty sent either by sea or land, to be deli
vered with the goods or property which such 
letters concern, without hire or reward, or 
other profit or advantage for receiving or 
delivering such,letters. • .' . 

But nothing herein contained shall authorize any 
person"to make a collecti.on of such excepted letters 
far .the purpo.l>e of sending them in the manner 
hereby authorised. And the following persons 
are expressly forbidden to carry a letter, or to 
receive or coHect or deliver a letter, although 
they shall not receive hire or reward for the same; 
(that is to say,) 

1. Common known carriers of goods or 
passengers, or their drivers, servants or 
agents, except a letter concerning goods in 
their carriages, and except on lines of.road on 
wllich the post does not travel. 

2. Owners or commanders of ships, stram
boat~ or passa~e-b?ats, passing to or from any 
port 10 the terntones of the East India Com
pany. or their servants or aO'ents, except a 
letter concerning goods on boa~d. 

3. Passengers on board such ship, steam
boat or passage-boat. 

4. Owners of or others on board of a sllip, ' 
stea!D-boat or other boat passing on a river or 
naVIgable canal within the territories of the 

I East India Company. . 

III. Every person who shall convey otherwise 
than ~y the. }?ost a letter not excepted from the 
exclUSive prIvIlege of the Post-office, shall for every 

letter 
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Governor-general of India 
in Council to appoint 
officers. 

Section IV. This seemed necessary to enable 
the Government to appoint officers to the de
partment, and empower them to act; as by 
the terms of the Draft Act all privileges and 
powers connected with the Post-office are 
Tested in the Governor-gene~al in Council. 

Inland postage rates on 
•• letters. 

Section V. The provisionel of this elf use 
have been fully explained in the paper on let
ter postage,. in paragraphs 29 and 88 of the 
Repprt. The wording of this section is taken 
from 3 & 4: Viet., chap. 96, sects. 2 and 4. 

letter forfeit fift, rupees; and every person who shan App. (B.). No.1. 
he in the practice of so, conveying letters not so 
excepted. shall for every week during which the 
practice shall be continued forfeit five hundred ru-
pees; and every person who shall perform otherwise 
than by the post any services incidental to conveying 
letters from place to place, whether by receiving 
or by taking up, or by collecting or by ordering, 
or by carrying, ot by delivering a letter not ex-
cepted from the said exclusive privilege, shall forfeit 
for every letter fifty rupees; and every person who 
shall be in the practice of so performing any such 
incidental services, shall for every week during which 
the practice shall be continued, forfeit five hundred 

• rupees; and every person who· shall send a letter 
not excepted from the said exc\usive privilege, other
wise than by the post, or shall cause a letter not so 
excepted to be sent or conveyed otherw'ise than by 
post, or shall either tender or deliver a letter not 
,So excepted, in order to be sent otherwise than by 
post, shall forfeit for every letter fifty rupees; and 
every person who shall be in the practice of com
mitting any of the acts last mentioned, shall for 
every weeJe during which the practice shall be con
tinued forfeit five hundred rupees; and every person 
who shall make a collection of excepted letters for 
the purpose of conveying them or sending them 
either by the post or otherwise, shall forfeit for ev.ery 
letter fitly rupees; and every person who shall be 
in the practice of making a collection of excepted 
letters for either .of these purposes, shall forfeit 
for every week during which the practice shall 
continue five hundred rupees. 

IV. For carrying on the service of the Post
office, it shall be lawful for the Governor-general 
of India in Council from time to time to appoint 
such officer or officers, with such official styles or 
designations, and to vest them with,. and delegate 
to them, such powers not inconsistent with the 
provisions of this Act, as the said Governor
general. of India in Council may deem expedient. 

V_ Inland postage shall be charged by weight 
on letters transmitted by the post, according to 
the following scale : 

On every letter not exceeding a quarter of 
a tolah ill weight, six pies. 

On every letter exceeding a quarter of a 
tolah, and. not exceeding half a tolah in 
weight, one anna. 

On every letter exceeding half a tolah, 
but not exceeding one tolah in weight, two 
annas. 

On every letter exceeding one tolah, and 
not exceeding onetola~ and a halfin weight, 
t~ree annas. 

On every letter exceeding one tolah and a 
lialf, and not exceeding two tolahs in weight, 
fourannas. 

And for eVe1"y tolah in weight above two 
tolahs there shall be charged and taken two· 
additional annas, and every fraction of a 
tolah above two tolahs shall be charged as 
one additional tolah. 

Provided such letters be duly and properly 
stamped when posted, as hereinafter provided. 
But in case any letters be not duly and properly 
stamped, there shall be charged OD them a postage 
of double the amount to which such letters would 
otherwise be ~i~ble. c 

Z2 VI. Inland. 
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180 
- PAPERS RELATING rf01THE 

Inland postage rates on 
~lIwspapers; &0. 

S ti VI This has been treated of under' eeon. • hs 
the head of newspaper postage In p.~ap 
115 to 117 'Of our ReporH the prO'VlSl.on that 
newspapers need not be sent by post IS taken 
from the Ceylon Ordinanc(l. If the Go~em
ment should think fit to grant an. u~fo~ 
postage on newspapers, the words In .talJeIl 
may stand.; but if not, and if no ch~nge is 
made in present rates, those words must be 
e,-ased, ~nd the following table substituted: 

VI. Inland postage on newspapers, pamphlets 
and other printed or engraved pap~rs tra.nsmitted 
by the post ~hall be charged hy welght accordillg 
to the followmg scale: . 

For Distances 

t' - . 
Not exceeding 

20 miles -
Not exceeding 

400 miles -

Abov!l400 miles . 

Not exceeding-in Weight . 
~ i , 

3fTolahs. 6 To1ah •• 9 Tolahs. 

--
AIUWI. AIIDlISo Annas. 

1 2 3 

2 4 6 

3 6 I 9 

, 

Ott eveTJl newspaper not exceeding three and 
a half tolalls in weigltt, two annas. 

. On every newspaper exceeding three and a 
halI tolaks, but not exceeding six lola'!ts ill 
wei gAt. four Q1I1l0S. 

Alld for every t'!tree tolahs in weight above 
six tolaks there shall be charged and taken two 
additional annas. 

And every fraction of t'!tree tolahs, above 
si:e tolahs, sha[l he c'!targed as three additional' 
tolahs. 

Prdvided that 'nothing ('onta ined in this Act shall 
be construed to oblige any person to send any 
newspaper, pamphlet or other pl'inted or en
graved paper through the Post-office ; but it shall 

_ be lawful for all persons to send the same in any 
other manner • 

Single postage being added for every three 
additional tolahs. VII. No newspaper, pamphlet, or other printed 

or engraved paper shaH be sent by post at the 
rates prescribed in the preceding section, unless 
the following conditions be observed; (that is to 
say,) 

Newspapers, &c" how to 
be sent by post. 

Section VII. This is taken from the Ceylon 
Ordinance. 

1. It shall be sent without a cover or in IL 

. short cover open at the sides. -

2. There ~hall be no word or communi
cation printed on the paper after its publi
cation, or upon the cover thereof, or any 
writing or marks upon it or upon the-cover of 
it except the name and address of the persoll 
to whom it is sent. 

3. There shall be no paper·.or thing en
closed in or with any such paper. . ~ 

VIII. Every person who shall enclose, or cause 
Penalties for sending news- C?r procure to be e!1closed in a newspaper, 
papers. &c. 'by post other- . pamphlet, or odler. prmted or engraved paper to 
wise than in the manner ·be sent to the post, or under the cover. thereof, any 

,~~ri!led. Jetter, or paper, or thing; and every pel'son who 
S~c~on VIII. This IS founded on sect. 0 of shall print, or cause to be printed, any words or 

1 Vlct. chap. 36. eommunieation either upon any such newspaper, 
pamphlet, or other printed or engraved paper, 
after the same shall have been published, or upon 
the cover thereof, or who shall put, or eause to be 

. put, any writing or marks either upon the newspa
per, pamphlet, or other printed or engraved paper, 
or upon. the cover thereof. other than the name and 
address of the person to whom it shall be sent; and 
every person who shall knowingly either send or 
cause to be sent by the post, or who shall either 
deliver or tender ill order to be sent by the post, a 
newspaper, pamphlet, or other printed or engraved 
paper, In respect to which anyone of the offences 
hereinbefore mentioned shall have been eom" 
.mitted, shall for every such offenee forfeit tifty 

• rupees. ' 

• 
Proof sheets. IX. Proof sheetsJ marked as such, shall he sent 

Section IX. This is provided for in Section by letter ~ost at the rates prescribed for newspa-
XI. of the pre"sent Po.st.Office Act. perll, prOVIded they be brought to the despatch 109 

". office open, and be sealed in the presence of the 
person In charge of such office. ' .. 

x: Jnland 
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Inland banghy postage. 
Sections X. and XI. The provisions of these 

sections will be found treated of in the paper 
on Bhangy Postage, in paragraphs 314 to 342 
of the Report: 

FOR -DISTANCES I 

X. Inland banghy postage shall be charged by 
weight and distance, on parcels sent by the banghy 
post, according to the following scale: 

! . 
If not exceeding in Wei~ht . . . 

100 Tolah •• 200 Tolab .. 300 Tolah .. 400 Tolab .. 500 Tolan 600 Tolabs. 

, \ 

Rs.a. 
Not exceeding 100 miles - 4 

Not exceeding 300 
" 

- 12 

Notexeeeding 60Q " 
1 8 

Exceeding 600 " 
2 8 .. 

Books, pamphlets, &0. 

Table of distances. 
Section XII. Section X. of the Rules passed 

by the Governor-general of India in Council, 
under date 30th August 1837, provides for the 
}lreparation of polymetrical tables of diHtances. 
We have thought it better to include {t in the. 
Act itself, in order the better to secnre that 
these tables be always accessible to the public, 
both European and native. If'uniform pos
tage on newspapers be conceded, the words in 
• taliClt may be le(t out. 

Limitation of weight of ' 
letters where there is a 
banghy post. 

Section XIII. This was providecl for in 
tection VII. of the old Act. We have con
sidered it expedient to make the prohibition, 
except in certain cases absolute, for the rea
'Bon'll stated in our paper on Franking, in para
graph 209 of the Report. 

. Where there is no bangby 
post. 

Section XIV. has been slightly altered in 
the wording, but is 'otherwise the same as 
Sections II. and .uI. of Act XX. of IB38. 

Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs. a. - 8 - 12 1 - 1 4 1 8 

1 8 2 4 3 - 3 12 4 8 

3 - 4 8 6 - '1 ,8 9 -
5 - 7 S lo. - 12 8 15 -

XI. Books, pamphlets, packets of imported 
newspapers, and printe4 or engraved papers, othel' 
than newspapers, without covers, or packed in 
short covers open at both ends, provided they do 
1I0t exceed one hundred and twenty tolahs in 
wei~ht, and provided the postage thereon be pre
paid by means of a proper stamp, or stamps, to be 
affixed thereon as hereinafter prescribed, shaU, if 
sent by the banghy PORt, be charged with the fol
lowing rates of postage, without reference to the 
distance to which they may be carried: 

On every parcel not exceeding twenty tolahs 
in weight, one anna. 

On every parcel exceeding twenty tolahs, 
but not exceeding forty tolah8 in we-gIlt, two 
annas. 

And for every twenty tolahs in v. eight above 
forty tolahs, there shall be charged and taken 
one additional anna, and every fraction of 
twenty tolahs above forty tolahs, shall be 
chal'ged as twenty additional tolahs. 

And if fluch parcels exceed one hundred and 
twenty tolahs, or if the postage chargeable 
thereon be not prepaid, they shall be subject 
to the rates of postage prescribed for banghy 
parcels in the preceding se"ction of this Act. 

XII. Banghyand newspaper po~tage shall be 
calculated and charged according to a polymetrical 
table of distances, showing the distance by the 
nearest road between every two Post-office stations 
in India, which shall be prepared by.the Gover
nor-gcnel-al of India in CounCil, and corrected from 
time to time as needs be. Each Postmaster
general shall prepare from the aforesaid poly
metrical table, in the English and vernacular 
languages, for the use of each and every post-office 
, under his control, a list of. all the post-offices of . 
India, arranged alphabetically and according to 
distance. 

X III. Where thf're is a banghy post established 
on any line of road, no letter or packet exceeding 
twelve tolahs in weight, shall be conveyed by the 
letter post on that line of road, except m such cases 
and under such restrictions as the Governor
general of I~dia i~ Council may direct. 

XIV. Where there is no bangby post .. sta
blished on any line of rond, lettel's an~ packets 
exceedin'y twelve tolahs and not exceedmg forty 
toJahs in "'weight shall be received for transDlission 
by the letter post, and the postage thereon shall 

z3 ~ 
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Letters and newspapers 
exceeding 12 tolahs. 
Parcels exceeding 12 , 
tolahs, but not exceedmg 
40 tolahs. 

Certificate. 

Parcels exceeding 40 
to1a.hs. 

Where parcel's and,letter 
mails are conveyed m the 
same carriage, 

Section XV. This section is neceSSllrY to 
provide against parcels of newspapers being 
forwarded at banghy rates of postage when 
the letter and banghy ma.ils travel together. 
It has been further, explained under the head 
of Letter Postage, in paragraphs 72 and 76 of 
our Report. 

Ship postage. 
Section XVI. In explanation of this sec

tion, we beg to refer to paragraphs 94, 120,and 
332 of our Report, under the head of Letter 
and Newspaper Postage and Banghy. 

Letters. 

Newspapers. 

Parcels. 

be levied by ratabie increase, as d.eclared and pro.. 
vided in Sections V. and VI. of thL<! Act. ,Packets 
exceeding twelve tolahs and not exceedmg forty 
tolahs in weight, ·brought for despatch along any 
such line of roa~, shall be forwarded by letter post 
and charged With pOiltage as banghy parcels as 
declared and X'rovided in Sections X. and xi. of 
this Act· provided that it be certified in writin<J' 011 

the eov~r of such packets, and attested with'" the 
full siO"na.ture of the sender, that they do not con-
tain a~y letters or pac,ket~ or any written commu_ 
nication whatever, whICh If sent separately would 
be charged with letter postage. Packets exceed
ing forty tolahs, but not exceeding six hundred 
tolahs in weight, if posted fof despatch along any 
such line of road, "hall also be forwarded to their 
destination as banghy parcels. But it shall al
ways be in the discretion of the postmaster Or 
deputy postmaster to whom sllen packets are 
brought for despatch, to forward them at such 
times and in such manner as may be convenient. 

XV. On any line of road along which the 
banghy parcels are conveyed in the same carriage 
with the letter mails, it shall not be lawful to send 
Ot enclose or to cause to be sent or enclosed in 
auy banghy parcel any letter, packet, or written 
communication, of less,weight than twelve tolahs; 
and every person who shall send or enclose or 
cause to be sent or enclosed in any banghy parcel, 
along any such line of road, any such letter, packet 
or written communication, shall forfeit for every 
such offence fifty rupees. 

XVI. Ship postage shall be levied in addition 
to inland postage, according to the following rates, 
on all letters sent or l'eceived by any private or 
Government ship or steam boat, provided such 
letters or packets are not liable to the payment of 
British packet postage; (that is to say,) 

On every letter not exceeding three tolahs 
in weight,' three' annas. 

And fO,r every tolah in weight above three 
tolahs there shall be charged and taken one 
additional anna, and every fraction of a tolab 
above three tolahs shall be charged as one 
additional tolab. 

On every newspaper, or other printed or 
engraved paper, not exceeding three and. a 
half tolahs in weight, one anna. 

On every newspaper or other printed or 
engrl1-ved paper exceeding three and a half 
tolahs, but not exceeding six tolahs in weight, 
two annas. 

And for every three tolahs in weiO"ht above 
six tolahs there shall be charged ~nd taken 
one additional anna, and every fraction of 
three tolahs above six tolahs shall be charged 
as three additional tolabs. ' 

On every parcel not exceedinO' one hundred 
tolahs in weight, one rupee. 0 

And for every hun~red tolah; in weight 
above one hundred tolahs there shall be 
charged and taken one additiona.L rupee, and 
every fraction of one hundred tolahs above 
one hundred tolahs shall be charged as one 
hundred additional tolahs. , . 

P~ovided that no letter or packet upon which 
shIp postage as afuresaid has been taken at. the 
office of despatch shall be liable to any fa.rther 
ch,arge of ship postage on account of being re-
ceived at any otlier office. • • 

XVII. NQ 
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Limitation of weight of 
pareels. 

Section XVII, TheJimitation as to weight 
i~ t~is ~ction is the same as in the present 
Jaw. We .\lave extended the length allowed 
to three fee~ inste ad of Ui inches, as it is found 
impracticable to adhere to the restriction when 
mapa or plana have to be forwarded. We have 
provided 'for an extension of the maximum 
weight in particular cases, and have laid down 
the rate to be charged; and in the rules we 
bave allowed ~,OOO tolah weight' to be for
warded, under this authority, on lines on 
which the banghy is conveyed in mail' carts, 
We have also placed ship banghies in respect 
to limitation as to weight on the same footing 
as parcels sent by foot-runners. 

Ship and inland postage 
Oil foreign covers must be 
prepaid. 

Section XVIII. This is to provide for the 
prepayment of postage on covers sent to foreign 
parts, where there are no means of collecting 
postage on account of the East India Com
pany. 

Unpaid postage on letters 
to any part onndia to be 
charged double. 

S~ction XIX. This has been explained in 
paragraphs 162 to 165 of our Report, under the 
bead of Prepayment. As no reduction has 
been made in newspaper and banghy postage, 
we have not considered it proper to render 
them liable to the double charge on delivery, 
if postage be not prepaid. • 

Newspapers and parcels. 

Re-wrected letters. 
Seotion XX. This is founded on Section 

XXX. of the present Rules. The wordillg is 
taken from 3 & 4 Viet. chap. 96, sect. 14. We 
would allow of no exceptions to the rule, as 
the re-direction of letters is represented to 0c

casion grea.t trouble to the department. 

Governor-general in 
Council may make regu
lations for receipt and de
livery of letters, &c. 

Section XXI. This(llause seemed necessary 
to enable the Government to pass subsidiary 
rules for the guidance of the Post-office. The 
exception made as to explosive or dangerous 
materials is founded on 3 & 4 Vict. chap. 96, 
aect.62. 

Governor-general of India 
in Council may levy lower 

, rates of postage. 
Section XXII. This is provided fo1' at pre

aent by Act XVII. of 1839. 

XVII. No parcel exceeding six hundred tolahs 
in weight or three feet in length or one foot in 
breadth, or one foot in def\th, or two thoueand 
five hundred and ninety-two cubic inches in bulk, 
shall be' received at any post-office for despatch 
either by ship or steam boat, or by banghy post, 
except in such cases and under such restrictions 
as the Governor-general lIf India in COuncil may 
direct. On parcels exceeding six hundred tolahs 
in weight, when so forwarded, there shall be 
charged and taken an additional single rate of 
banghy postage, according to di!;tance. for every 
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- hundred tolahs or part thereof above six hundred 
toJahs. 

XVIII. Letters and newspapers posted for des
patch to Ceylon. or by sllip or Government steamer 
to any place beyond the territ~ries of the East 
India Company, upon which the full amount of 
inland or ship postage. or both, chargeable undel' 
this Act, has not been paid, shall not be despatched, 
but shall be sent to' the dead letter office, and re
tnrned,,.if practicable; to the sendel'. No' parcel 
shall be received for despatch as above to any such 
place, unless the full amount of postage chargea ble 
thereon shall be prepaid. 

XIX. Letters, posted for despatch either by sea. 
or land from one place in the territories of the 
East India Company. to another, upon which 
either the whole or a part of the ship or inland 
postage chargeable as above, or of both, has not 
been paid, shall be forwarded to' their destinalion; 
and upon such letters there shall be charged a 
p'0stage of double the amount otherwi!;e due there
on; but unpaid newspapers and parcels, so posted 
for despatch, upon which the postage chargeable 
as above, or a part there,of, has not been paid, 
shall neverthelel$s be forwarded to their destina
tion, and charged with tlle postage due thereon, 
but unpaid. 

XX. On every'letter, or packet, whether inland 
or ,imported, which may be re-directed and for
warded by post, there shall be charged for the 
postage of. such article from the place at which the 
same shall be re-<iirected to the place of ultimate 
delivery, in addition to all other postage paid or 
due thereon, such a rate of postage as.the same 
would be liable to if pre-paid. 

XXI. All letters and otber articles shall be 
posted, forwarded, conveyed and delivered under 
~uch regulations, and subject to such conditions 
and restrictions as to dimensions, enclosures. or 
otherwise, as the Governor-general of India ill 
Council may direct. Provided, that no persoR 
shall post or >cause to be posted, or selld or cause 
to be sent, or tender or deliver in order to be sellt 
by the post any letter or packet containing any 
explosive or other dangerous matelial or sub
stance; and allY persOn contravening this prohi
bition ,shall forfe~t, f.or every such offence, fifty 
rupees. 

XXII. It shall be lawful for the Governor
general of India, in Council at any tilJle to autho
rise the levy of postage dues at rates different 

. from those prescribed in this Act, provided there 
be [10 incrtase made thereby in any particular of 
the rates so prescribed, except as provided in Sec
tion XXXII. of this Act. 

Z4 XXIII. Letters 

-
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(PAPERS RELATING.:t0 ~H~; 

Letters a.nd packets Qnce, 
put into the post-office. 

Section XXIII. This.is in aCllordance with 
Section. XXIX.' of the Rules. We have 
thought it should more properly l?e provided . 
for by the Act. 

. Stea.m postage. 
Section XXIV. provides for the realisation 

of steam postage charged by Her Majesty's 
Postmaster-general in the same manner as 
other postage. 

Postage stamps. 

Section XXV. is founded on 3 & 4 Vict. 
chap. 96, clause 12, and is explained in para
graph 134 of our Iteport. under the head of 
Stamps. 

How to be provided. 

Sections XXVI. and XXVII. are explained 
under the head of Stamps, in paragraphs 141 
to 143 of the Report. 

Postage stamps to be 
under management of 
the Stamp Department. 

Existing stamp laws to 
apply. 

Penalties for forging 
stamps, &c. 

Sections ~XVIII. and XXIX. are founded 
Qn 3 & f; Vlct. chap. 96, clauses 22 and 23. 

. 
XXIII. Letters once " delivered into any post

office shall not be rec,alled by or ~estored to the 
sender except as prOVided by Section XVIII. of 
this Act. But ·newspapers ~nd parcels may be so 
recalled· or restored; pro~lded that the person 
claiming the same shall satisfy the officer in charge 
of the post-office that he was the sender thereof. 
and that the amount of postage which would hav~ 
been due 011 such newspaper or parcel, if the same 
had been forwarded, be paid . . 

XXIV. The postage charged on letters and 
packets by Hf;!r Majesty's Postmaster-general 
under the name of steam or British packet post. 
aooe or by any other denomination. shall, after the 
r;t;8 of such postage have, been published in the 
Official Gazette of any PreSIdency, be recovered in 
the same manner as postage chargeable under this 
Act. 

XXV. All letters and other articles, if having a 
stamp or stamps affixed thereto (such stamp or 
stamps in every case being affixed on the outside 
and being equal in value or amount to the rate 0: 
rates of .postage to which such letters or other 
.articles are liable under this Act), shall, provided 
the stamp or stamps shall not have been used be
fore, pass by the post free of postage. 

XXVI. The Governor-general of India in Coun
cil shall cause stamps to be provided'denoting rates 
or duties of six pies, and one "anna, or rates or 
duties of any other value or amount as the said 
Governor-general of India in Council may direct, 
and shall give such other orders and make such 
other regulations relative thereto as may be deemed 
expedient. 

XXVII. The rates or duties which shall be ex
pressed or denoted by any such stamps as afore. 
said s11811 be denominated and deemed to be stamp I 

duties, and shall be under the care and manage
ment of the Board of Revenue or Superintendent 
of Stamps, or such other officer or officers in 
charge of the Stamp Department, as the Governor
general of India in Council may direct. And all 
sl1ms of money realised by the sale of 'postage 
stamps shall be p!,ought in the public accounts to 
the credit of the Post-office; and all directions and 
penalties contained in or imposed by the several 
Acts and Regulations now in force relating to 
~mp duties shall (as fal' as the same may be ae
plIcable and consistent with the provisions· of thIS 
A.,ct), in all cases not hereby expl'esl>ly provided for, 
be ot: full force and effect with respect to the. 
stamps to be provided under or by virtue of this 
present Act. 

,XXVIII. If any person shall forge or counter
fe~t, or cause or procure to be forged or counter
feited, any die. plate, or other instrument which 
shall .be used for the purpose of expressing or 
denotmg any of the rates or duties chargeable 
~n~er this Act; or if any person shall forge or, 
Imitate. or cause to be forged or imitated, any 
st~mp or .stamps which shall be provided as af?re
srud; or If any person shall knowinooly and WIth

out lawful excuse (the proof whereof ..shall be on 
the person accused) have in his possession a,ny 
false, forged or counterfeit die, plate .or other m
s~rument resembling or intended to resemble 
eIther wholly or in part any die, plate or in!'t!U
me~t that shall be used for the purpose aforesaid i 
or If any person shall stamp or mark or cause to 
b~ stamped or marked any paper or other substance 
WIth any such false, Jorged, or counterfeit die, plate, 

01' 
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Penalties for evading 
postage stamp duties. 

Licenses for sale ofstamps. 
Section XXX. expIainecI iu paragraph 141 

of our Report, under the head of, Stamps. 

Option to prepay postage. 

Section XXXI. explained in paragraph 162 
~f our Report, under the head of Prepayment. 

• Governor-general in 
Council may direct that 
all postage shall be pre
paid, and that by stamps 
alone. 

Section XXXII. As we have stated in our 
paper on Pl'epayment, that we consider the 
most pel-fect system ofPost-office management 
to he, when circumstances will permit, com
PU1S01'y prepayment by stamps, we have pro
vided in this clause for the Governor-general 
ill Council at any time declaring sucb prepay
ment necessary in stamps alone. 

or instrument as aforesaid; or if any person shall App. (B.) .. No. 1. 
use, utter, selJ, or expose to sale, or shall cause to 
be used, uttered or exposed for sale, or shall know-
ingly and without lawful excuse (of which the 
proof shall lie on the person accused) have ill his 
possession any paper or other substance having 
thereon the impression of any such false, forged. 
or counterfeit dIe or other instrument as aforesaid; 
or having thereon any counterfeit stamp resem-
bling or intended to resemble, or be mistaken for 
the stamp or stamps which shall be provided as 
af.)resaid ; then and in' every such case every 
person so offending, and every person knowingly 
aiding, abetting, or assisting' any person in com-
mitting any such offence, shall be punished with 
imprisonment, with or witllOut hard labour, for a 
term not exceeding seven Jears, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 

XXIX. If any person sllaH fraudulently remove 
or cause to be removed, from any letter, news
paper, or other cover or paper, any stamp or 
stamps provided and used as aforesaid, with in
tent to use or place such stamp or stamps with or 
upon any other letter, newspaper, or other cover 
or paper; or if any person shall fraudulently so 
use or cause to be used allY such stamp or stamps 
so fraudulently removed; or if any person shall 
fraudulently erase or remove, or cause to be erased 
or removed, from any such stamp or stamps any 
writing or other matter or thing thereon written or 
impressed, with intent to use any such stamp ,or 
stamps, every persoll ~o offending shall forfeit 
two hundred rupees for every such offence. 

XXX. It shall be lawful for the Governor'
genel'al of India in Council to prescribe the terms 
and conditions upon which licenses may be granted 
to any person or persons to deal in and to retail 
stamps denoting the stamp duties of postage, 
.or to authorise the sale of such stamps. by any 
unlicensed person or person!l, any thmg in the 
existing Acts and Regu.lations to the contrary not
withstanding. 

XXXI. In all cases, except that of letters and 
packets posted fOI' deF-patch to any place beyond 
the territories of the East India Company, it shall 
be optional with parties sending allY leIters or • 
packets by the post, to forward the same free of 
postage by means of a proper stamp or stamps . 
placed or fixed thereon in the manner herein
before provided, or to forward them unpaid, or in 
the case of parcels only, to rrepay the postage in 
money. But no money shal hereafter be received 
at any post-office in prepayment of postage on' 
any letter, newspaper or other printed or en
graved paper forwarded by the post. Provided 
that nothing in this section shall be construed to 
require the prepayment of British packet postage 
on letters or packets upon which the prepayment 
of such postage has been left optional by Her Ma-
jesty's Postmaster-general. , 

XXXII. It shall be lawful for the Govemor
general of India in Council at any time to with
draw, either wholly or in part, the option allowed 
by the preceding section of this Act; an!;! to direct 
that all or any letters. or other covers or parcels, 
shall not be forwarded by post unless the post~e 
thereof shall be prepaid by means of a proper ' 
stamp or stamps, or to charge on all letters or 
othel' covers or parcels on which the postage shall 
not be prepaid, 0\' which shall not be duly and pro
perly stamped, such higher rates of postage than 
would otherwise be payable, as from time to time 
may be deemed expedient. 

A A ' XXXIII. Th~ 
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Postage on unpaid letters, , 
App. (B·h No• 1".' . &\1., to be paid by the 

receiver. ' 
S~ction XXXIII. This is founded on Sec

tions XXI. and XXIV. of the' present A~t. 
We have considered it 'unnecessarY'to retaw 
the provision to l'emit the postage on letterS' 
seRt maliciously,td annoy, as the Post-office, 
having performed the service, is entit1e~ to 
the remuneration; and we Itave authorized 
the post-effice to withhold stamped as well as 
bearin'" letters from, persons refusing to pay 
postag:, os when the proportion of bea~ing 
letters has been reduced ,to, a mere fraction,. 
the withholding of such leiters only would be 
of no ayail to compel payment of postage, 

Registered Jetters. 
Section XXXIV. This is taken from 3 & 4 

Vict. chap. 96, sect. 39, and is'explained under 
the head of General Management, in paragraph 
24_9 of our Report. 

Expresses. 
Section. XXXV. This seems expedient. It 

is provided for in the Ceylon Ol'dinance. 

Commanders ot inward
bound vessels carrying 
mails, how ,to proceed. 

Section ,XXXVI. This is taken from Sec
tiOD. XV. of the present Act. 

Penalties .. 
·Section. XXXVII. ,This is the 'same as Sec-. 

tion,XVI.lofthe present Act. 

Detention ofletters on_ 
board prohi.bited. 

Section. :;XXVIII. This is founded on 
1 -lfict •• chap. 20,: clause 3, and is necessary. 
to proVIde for .cases which have actually o~ 
ilurred. 

Bounty money. 
-Section XXXIX. This is the same as Sec

tions XVIII. and XIX. of the present Act; 
bui we have limited the period dnring which 
the claim may be made to two months, in
atead.of three, 88 it Beemed quite sufficient. 

XXXIII. The person t? whom any letter or 
acket, the postage of which has not been paid,· 
~ay be delivered, shall not be bound to pay th,e 

ostage if he returns the same unopened, but If he opens the same be shall be bound to pay the 
postage, due thereon; and,if any .per~on shall re
fuse to' pay any postage whlCh he IS leg~lIy bound' 
t9 pay for any such letter or packet, It shall be 
lawful for the officer in charge of the P?st-office 
from which such letter or packet w~s dehv~red to 
withhold from the person so refusmg. until such 
postage. be paid, any other l;tter or pac~et ad
dressed to that person not being superSCrIbed as 
on the public service. 

X XXIV. In .case it should be deemed expe
dient that any letters or othe.r packets should be 
reO'istered at the Post-office, It shall' be lawful for 
th~ Governor-general in Council to direct that in 
addition to any rates of postage payable under 
this Act, a fee not exceeding four -annas shall be 
charged on all or any such letters ?r packets; and 
such recristration fee shall be paid on the letter 
being p~t into the Post-office. 

XXXV. It shall be lawful for the Governor
general of India in Council to charge any rate of 
postage for the convey&nce of letters and packets 
by express, in addition to or instead of any other 
rates of postage chargeable on such letters and 
packets' under this Act. 

XXXVI. When any vessel arrives by sea at 
any place within the territories of the East India 

. Company at which there is a post-office, the com
mander of such vessel shall as speedily as possible 
cause every letter and packet on board of such 
vessel, which is directed to that place, and, not 
excepted from the exclusive privilege of the Post
office. to be delivered either at the post-office, or 
to some officer of the post-office authorized to 
receive the same. And if there be on board any 
letter or packet directed to any other place, and 
not excepted f~om the 'exclusive privilege afore
said, the said .commander shall as speedily as pos
sible report the same to the postmaster of the place 

. at which he has arrived, and shall act according 
to the directions he may- receive' from such post-, 
master, .. and the receipt of such postmaster shall 
dlscharg~ such commander of all responsibility in 
respect, of such letter or packet. 

XXXVII. Every. commander of a vessel who 
shall .wilfully disobey any of the directions con
tallled in the. preceding section shall be punishl?d 
with a fine not exceeding one thousand rupees. 

·XXXYIII. 'Every person, being either the com
mander of a vessel inward bound, or anyone. on 
board such vessel, who shall knowingly have in 
his POssession any lettter not excepted from the 
prlvllet:e of the Post-office after any part of the 
letters on board the said vessel shall have been 
sent to the Post-office, shall forfeit for evel'y such 
letter fifty rupees, whether the letter be in the 
ba!gage or on the person of the 'offender 01' other
wise in his custody. And every such person who 
s~aIl detain any such letter after demand made for 
tile same by an officel' of the Post-office, shall 
forfeit for every such letter one hundred rupees. 

XXXIX. For every letter or packet d~l.ive~ed 
hy th.e c0!llmandt'r of any ship in conformity. with 
the OJrectlOns of SectIOn XXXVI. of this Act, the 
officel' in charge of the post-office shall pay to. the 
said commander the sum of one anua. PrOVided 

that 
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Commanders of outward
bound vessels to receive 
mails.on board. • 

Section XL. This is .the· same as 'Sec. 
tion XX. of the present Act. 

Unclaimed letters, &c. 
Section XLI. The former part of) this 

section is necessary to insure .greater atten
tion to the preparation of lists of "unclaimed 
letters; the other provisions of the clause are 
founded on Sections XXV., XXVI.~ and 
XXVII. of the present Act. 

Refused letters, &0. 
SectionXLII. This is explained under the 

head of General Man!lgement in paregraph 
255 of our n.eport. 

l!ranking abolished. 
Section XLIII. This is explained in para

graphs 168 to 209 of our Report under the 
bead of Franking. 

Letters on the public ser
vice, duly certified as such, 
how to be charged. 

that no payment shall be made to the commandeJ' 
of any vessel on ;account of the delivery of any 
letter or packet, unless the c1aim"of,such/'com
mander shall be preferred before the vessel lea'fes 
.~e place at which the letter or packet was de-
· llYel'ed, or before the expiration of two months 
from the date of the arrival of such vessel. 

XL: The c0!Dman~er ~f every vessel leaving any 
place In the saId territories by sea shall receive on 

· .board of such ve.ssel every lett~r and packet which 
he shall be reqUired so to receIve by any officer of 
the Post· office, and shall give a receipt for such 
letters or ·packets. And every commander of a 
,vessel, wh,? sh~n wi~fully dIsobeY' any direction 
contamed m tbl!t'sectron shall be punished with a 
fine not exceeding Olie thousand rupees. 

XLI. A list Elf-illl letters and packets of which 
the persons addressed cannot be found, shall .be 
prepared daily' at every 1'0st-<;,ffice" and exposed 
for not less than two weeks III the most public 
and conspicuous part of such office; and all !>uch 
letters and packets which shall have remained 
three months unclaimed at any post-office shall 
be sent to the Postmaster-general of the Presi
dency. At intervals of not more than three months 
the said Postmaster-general shall publish in the 
o~ci~l, gazette of the Presidency, jists of all such 
unclaImed letters and packets, of which tlie ad
,dresses are written in the English language or 
character. Every letter and packet which shall bave 
remained eighteen months unclaimed in the office 
of 'the' Postmaster-general of any Presidency shall 
be opened by the said Postmaster-general; and 
if any money shan be found therein it shall be 
paid into the public treasury, and if any other 
valuable property, it .shall be Bold, ann the sale 

· proceeds paid. in Jike ,manner into the public .trea
sury for ~he benefit of any party ·who may.-bave 
a il'ight·thereto. And when one year shall have 

. elapsed after such letter or packet has been 
opened, it shall be lawful for the l>ostmaster
'general, if it be still unclaimed, to destroy it. 

XLI!. Letters or packets rejected unopened by 
the person to whom they are addressed, shall be 
forthwith sent to the office of the Postrnaster
general of the Presidency, and by him opened and 

. destroyed. And all money or other valuable pro- . 
perty which such letters or packets may contain 
shall be disposed of in the manner prescribed in 
the preceding section'with respect to such money 
or property contained in unclaimed letters. 

XLJII. On and after the passing of this Act 
the privilege of sending and receiving letters and 
packets by the post free of postage, whether official 
or otherwise, shall wholly cease; and all letteril 
and packets to which any such privilpge now ex
tends shall henceforth be cliarged with the same 
rates of postage as any other letters sent by the 
post. Provided that letters and packets on the 
public service, certified to be such by the signature 
of any llublic officer now or hereafter authorized 
by the Governor-general of India in Council in 
that bellalf, shall be forwarded by the post as If 
they were duly stamped, and the postage due 
thereon shall be charged to the st.veral public de
partments from which such letters or packets are 
sent, in such manner as the said Governor-gelleral 
of India in Council shall direct. 

XLIV. EvelY 

'.App. (B),. No.1. 
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Penalty for false certificate. 

Section XLIV. This is founded on Section V. 
of Act XX. of 1838, and section 42 of the 
Ceylon Post-office Ordinance. 

Letters, &c., suspected ~. 
contain contraband am-

• cles, or' writing in contra
vention of this Act, how 
to be dealt with. 

Section XLV. This is the same as Section 
XXX. of the present Act; the provision in re
gard to parcels is explained in paragraph 332 
of our Report, under the head of Banghy. 

Government not respon .. 
sibll'l for loss. 

Section XLVI. i'his is the eame a8 Section 
XXXI. of the present Act. 

Penalty tor secreting, 
opening or making away 
with letters, &c., by per
sons employed in the Post
office. 

Section XLVII. This is taken from Section 
XXXIII. of the present' Act, and section 
.36 of the Ceylon Ordinance; the exception 
of letters opened under the aufhority of the 
postmaster is founded on the latter part of 
section 33 of the Ceylon Ordinance. 

Penalty for detaining 
mails. • 

Section XLVIII. This is taken from sec
tion 35 of the Ceylon Ordinance; the' excep
tion in favour of a secretary to Government 
lIcting by order is provided for by Section 

XLIV. Every pel'Son whJ s~~l ~ilfully certify 
or cause to he certified by wrltmg on any oBi-' 
cial or other letter or packet delivered at any 
post-office for conveyance by post that which IS 

not true in respect of su,:h letter or packet, or in 
respect o( the whole of Its contents, for the pur
pose of defrauding the Post-office revenue; and 
every person who shall send or permit to be sent 
by post under colour or pretence ?~ an official 
communication any letter, paper, wrltlOg or other 
enclosure of a private nature, shall for every such 
offence forfeit fifty rupees. . " 

XLV. If any officer in charge of a post-office 
shan suspect that any letter?r packet lying for 
delivery at his ~ffice cont8;ms any ,contr~band 
article or any article on whICh duty IS owmg to 
Gover~ment, or that any letter or packet lying for 
delivery at the post-office contains any writing or 
enclosure in contravention of the provisions of Sec
tions VII., XIV., XV., or XLIV., of this Act, it 
shall be lawful for such officer to summon the 
person to whom tIle letter or packet is directed, 
to attend at the post-office by himself or agent 
wit.hin forty-eight hOUl'S after the arrival (If the letter 
or packet at that post-office, and to open the 1etter 
or packet in tbe presence of the person to whom 
the letter or packet is directed, or of that person's. 
agent; and if that person shall not so attend by 
himself or agent, tIlen to open the letter or packet 
in the absence of that person. It shall also be 
lawful for any officer jn charge of a post-office to 
reful'ie to forward any parcel through the Post
office by sea to any foreign port, or to any place 
not on the continent of India, uuless suclf parcel 
be accompanied by a Custom-house pass. • 

XLVI. The Government shall not be respon
sible for any lo~s or damage which may ,occur in 
respect of anythmg entrusted to the Post-office for 
conveyance. and no person employed by the 
Government in the Post-office department shall be 
responsible f01' any such loss or damage, unless that 
person shall cause such loss or damage maliciously 
or fraudulently. ~ 

XLVII. Whoever being in the '~mploy ~f tbe 
Government in the Post-office department, shall 
fraudulently secrete, make awa," with, or appro
pl'iate any letter or packet whicll may have been 
entrusted to him, or anything contained in any 
such letter o~ packet, or shall mutilate or break 
open any such letter or pacliet, or any banghy 
parcel or box, with the intention of fraudulcntly 
aPP:opl'iating anything therein contained, sh\lll be 
pUnished with imprisonment, with or without hard 
labour, for a term not exceeding seven years, and 
shall also be liable to fine. Provided that nothing 
herein contained shall extend to tbe' openinO' of a. 
letter or packet returned for want of a true direc
tion, or because the person to whom the s~me shall 
be directed cannot be found, or refuses or neglects 
to pay the postage thereof, or to the opening of a 
letter or .packet suspected to contain any contra
band article, or any writing in contravention of 
the provisions of this Act, or to the -opening of 
a le~ter, or packet directed to any place not in the 
temtones of the East India Company on which the 
proper amount of postage shall not have been paid. 

• XLVIH. It shall not be lawful for any person, 
except a Secretary to 'Government, acting by order 
of the Government, to detain a Po"t-office "Illessen
ger ,whilst. carrying the mails, 0; to detain any 
carr!a~e or horse upon which the mails are being 
carned, or on any pretence to open a packet i~ 

tranSIt 
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XLIX. of the present rules. We have not 
thought it necessary to provide fQr any other 
.pub]jc officer detaining or opening mails. 

Penalty for retaining 
letters, &c. delivered by 
mistake. 

Section XLIX. This is taken from 1 Viet. 
chap. 36, clause 31, and section 34 of the Ceylon 
-.ordinance. 

Penalty for peglect on the 
part of persons employed 
to calTY mails. 

Section L. This is founded on sectioD 32 of 
the Ceylon Ordinauce. A similar provision 
was recommended by the Postmaster-general 
of the North-west Provinces, but the Govern
'ment of India considered it not e~pedient at 
~hat time to legislate separately for it. 

Penalty for embez"lement. 
by persons employed in 
the Post-office. 

Secti OQ, LI. This is the same as Section 
XXXIV. of the present Act. 

Penalty for fraudulently 
altering marks on letters, 
&c" by persons employed 
in the Post-office. 

Section LlI. This is founded on Section 
XXXV. of the present Act. The provisions 
respecting stamps are taKen frolIl 3, & 4 Vict. 
cllap. 96, clause 23. 

Penalty fOl' incorrectly 
preparing documents, or 
secreting documents, by 
persons employed in the 
Post-office. 

Section LIlI. This is the same as Sectiob 
,XXXVI. of the present Act. 

Penalty for sending letters 
without charging postage, 
by persons employed as 
above. 

Section LIV. This is taken from Section 
:XXXVII. of the present Act. 

transit from' one post-office to another; and every App (B.), No.1. 
person who shlill be guiltl: of' any of the above-
mentioned offl'nces, shall be punished "'ith a fin~ 
not exceeding five hundred r~pees. 

XLIX. Evl!ry person who shall fraudu.lently 
retain, or wilfully secrete, or keep or detain, or 
,being required to deliver up by an officer of the 
Post-office, shall neglect or refuse to deliver up a 
post letter or packet which ought to have been 
delivered to any other person, or a post letter bag 
or post letter or packet which shall have been sent, 
whether the same shall have been found by the 
person secreting, keeping, or neglecting to deliver 
up the same, or by any other person, shall be 
punished. on conviction before a magistrate, with 
Imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for a 
term not exceeding two years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 

L. Every person employed to conveyor deliver 
any post bag or any letter or packet sent by post 
who shall be guilty while so employed of any act 
of drunkenness, carelessness, or other misconduct, 
whereby the safety of any such bag or letter, or 
packet shall be endangered; or who sh'aU loiter or 
make delay in the conveyance or delivery of any 
such bag, or letter, or packet; or who shall not use 
proper care and diligence safely to convey any such, 
bag, letter or packet, shall be liable to a fine not 
exceeding fifty rupees. 

U. Whoever being in the employ of the Go
vernment in the Post-office department, and being 

'entrusted to receive money for postage duty, or 
any other public purpose, shall fraudulently appro
priate the same, shall be puuished on conviction 
before a magistrate with imprisonment, with 01;, 

without hard-labour, for a term not exceeding two 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 

LII. Whoevet b'eing in such employ as is de
scribed in Section LI., shall fraudulently put any 
wrong mark on any letter or packet" or shall frau
dulently alter, remove or cause to dIsappear, any 
mark or stamp which is on aQY Jetter or packet, or 
shall fraudulently use or place with or upon any 
letter or packet, any'stamp which shall have been 
removed from any other letter or cover, shall be 
punished, on conviction before a magistrate, with 
imprisonment with or without hard labour, for a 
term not exceeding two years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 

LIll. Wnoever being in such employ as. is 
described in Section LI. and being entrusted WIth 
the preparing or keeping of any document, shall 
with a fraudulent ,intention, prepare that docu
ment incorrectly, or alter thal; document, or se
crete or destroy that docum~nt, shall ,be l?uni~hed, 
on conviction before a magtstrate, WIth Imprison
ment with or without hard labour, for a term not 
exceeding two years, and shall also, be liable to 
fine. 

LIV, Whoever being in such employ as is de
scribed in Section LI. shall st'nd by the post or 
put into any P?st bag, any unstamped lett~r or 
packet upon which postage ba~ not .heen paId or 
charged in the manner prescnbed m, thIS Act, 
intending thereby to defraud the Government of 
,the postage duty on such letter or pac~et. shall ,be 
puni~hed, on co~viction ~efore a maglstJ'ate, WIth 
imprIsonment With or Without hard labour for a 
term not exceeding two years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 

A A 3 LV. All 
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Fines; how to be re- •• lLV. All, fines incurred under the provisions_of 
covered. . this Act, shall ~e' d.eman.d~d' fm ID "the parties liable 

Section LV. This, is taken from S.ection -thereto, by notice In' wntlOg ~rom the Postmaster_ 
• VIII. of Act XX. of 1838. general, or from any officer III charge of a' post

.Qffice and if not paid upon such demand, the same 
shall: upon cODvic~ion of the off,:nder before any 
magistrate, be levied, together- with the costs at
tending the information and .. conviction; by distress 
and .sale of. th~ goods and chattels :of .. the party or 
pnrtles .offemhng, by warrant under the, hand of 
such magistrate. And if upon the return cf such 
warrant, It shall appear that no sufficient,distress 
can be had thereon, then it shall be lawful fOI' any 
such magistrate, by warrant under his hand and 
.I'leal, to cause such offender or offenders to be com
mitted to prison, there ~o . remain for the space of 
two calendar months, unless such fines and all 

Half the fine to be paid to 
the informer. 

District dawks. 
Section LVI. This seems necessary to em

power the GDvernor-general in Council at any 
'time to bring any of the district post lines 
under the operation of the Post-office laws, 
:without requiring a fresh Act. 

reasonable charges attending the same, shall be 
sooner paid and satisfied. A share not exceeding 
one. moiety of every fine imposed and recovered 
·under this Act, shall be aw~u:ded to the informer. 

LVI., It shall be lawful for the Governor~general 
of India in Counc.il, to frame rules fo r, the, manage
ment of all or any zemindaree, thanah, .or other 
district dawks,. and to declare from time to time 
what portions of tbis ,Act .shall be applicable to, 
such d~wks, and tQ persons employed in connexion 
therewith. 

-

Cecil Beadon, 
Commissioner. 

,Appendix (B.), No.2. 

App. (B.)~No. 2. RULES for the Management of the POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, passed by the Governor
gener~l of India in Council. on 

,All existing orders passed 
by Government rescinded. 

Section I. The same as in the pl'esent rules, 
with the exception that it has been considereil. 
necessary to cancel only the existing rules, 
,general orders, and proclamations iliSued by 
Government. ' 

Director-general to be 
appointed. 

Sections II. and III. are explained in para
graphs 305 to 313 of the Report, under the 
head of General Management. 

Four_Po$tmasters_ 
general. 

, Subordinate to Director
general. 

Post-offices, where to be 
establighed. 

I. All existing rules, general orders and pro
clamations issued by the Government, for the 
guidance of the Post-office departments of the 
,dIfferent Presidencies and Settlements of India" 
saving ,such as rtllate to dawk travelling apd 
matter!! of account, shall cease to have effect from 

next; and the followmg Rules and 
Orders shall be substituted for the same, to be in 
force. at all Post-office stations in any of the Presi
denCies, Settlements or Possessions of the East 
India Company, and to take effect from the above-
mentioned date. . 

II. There shall be a Director-ge~eral of the 
Post-office of India, who shall exercise his func
tions, in subordination to the Governor-general of 
India in Council. ' 

'III. There shall be /I Po;,tmaster-general for 
each of the Presidencies 'Of Madras an,d Bombay, 
and two Postmasters-general for the Presidency 
of Beng~l, namely, one for the North-western. 
and one for the Lower Provinces' each of whom 
s~all.respectively exercise his fu~ctions in subor-
dmatlOn to the Dil'ector-general within such limito; 
as may, be determined by th~ said Governor
general of India in Council. There shall be post
offices at such places throughout India, and III 

the Settlements subordinate thereto,'as the Go. 
vernol'. 
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Postmasters or Deputy" 
Postmasters to be ap
pointed. , 
Officers of the Post-office, 
by whom to be appointed. 

Eiisting officers to remain 
in office until otherwise 
directed.. . 

Section IV. the same 8.a Section I~I. of the 
present Rules. 

Receipt of letters, &6. for 
despatch by land .or, sea. 

.Seetioa V. the same, SII Section IV. of pre
sent Rules; and in addition, it provides that 
letters, &c. are to be received. at. receiving
houses, letter-boxes, and by the district dawk. 

Receipt of letters for fo-l 
reign countries mti Great. 
Britain or Ireland. 

'Section VI.: Section V. of the presenUfules. 

Na:me -of 'sender' of any 
letter; &0. not to be de-. 
manded. 

Section VII. There is no necessity to. re
quire the name of the sender of any letter, 
paper, or parcel, if the recovery of postage on 
refused .be given up; and the power to do so, 
contained in the present Rules, is, particularly 
in the North~west Provinces. in,the case of, 
native letters, ;frequently abused. 

Letters to be received at: 
any station for delivery 
at lIuch station. 

Section VIII. as in .Section XI. of present 
Rules. 

Limitation as to weight 
of pal'cels. 

Section IX. is explained in paragraph 330 
. of the Report, under the head of Banghy. 

. . 
vernor-general of India in Council shall from App. (p.~, No.2., 
time to. time direct, ,the dtities of which shall be. 
conducted by. po~tmasters or deputy postmas-
ters, who shall be subordinate to the Postmasters-
general of their respective Presidencies. The. 
Director-general, the Postmasters-general, and 
. the postmasters at the Presidency towns shall 
be appointed by the Governor-general of India 
in Council, aud the postmasters and deputy 
postmasters of provinciat post-offices or diVI-
sions shall be appointed 'by the Postmasters,. 
general, subject to the approval of the Director.,. . 
genel'al. 

IV. The existing Postmasters-general and post
masters, and all existing officers of the Post-office 
d,epartment, shall conti.nue m office until removed, 
or otherwise directed, and shall act in their respec
tive offices with the Dowers conferred by the Act, 
No. •.• , and by these Rules, in like 
manner as if they had been appointed specially 
under their provisions. 

V. Letters, papers and parcels shall be received 
at every post-office for despatch by land to every 
part of India or to Ceylon, and by sea to. every 
part of the world with which there is a Post~office' 
communication; the latter, unless superscribed fOll 
some particular ship, shall be sent. by thel first 
vessel that sails direct to the country to which the 
letter is addressed, and if there be no vessel so 
proceeding direct to "the place addressed, the letter 
shall be forwarded by such other route as shall 
appear to the postmaster to afford the means of 
most speedy and secure transmission. Letters and 
papers not exceeding 12 tolahs in weight shall also 
be received at every receiving-house or other place 
which the Postmaster-general may appoint. Let
ters, pa pers and parcels shall likewise be received for 
dispatch by post as above at every thanah or district 
dawk office. 

VI. Letters, paper~ or parcels' required to be" 
. transmitted, via Great Britain or Ireland, to foreign 
countries, must, unless the prepayment'of postage 
from-the, United Kingdom to liuch countries be 
optional,. be addressed to the care of an agent, or 
other person in the United Kingdom, by whom the 
foreign postage demandable at tile London General 
OJ; other Post-office, mllY be paid. Such postage 
cannot be received iI!- this country~ and u~less it be 
paid through an agent as above deSCribed, the 
letters are liable to be returned to India. 

VII. The name of the sender of any letter~ 
paper or parcel, shall not be demanded in any Post
office. whether the postage be prepaid or not.. 

VIII. Letters, papers or parcels, shall be re-' 
ceived at any Presidency or prov!ncJal post.o~ce, 
or receiving-house, for delivery at the same statIOn, 
within the ordinary range of delivery. 

IX. Parcels exceeding 600 tolahs in weight 
may' be received at the discretion of any officer 
in charge of a po~t-office, for despatch along .any . 
line of road on whICh the Banghy parcels are not . 
carried by foot run.ners; but no parc~l exceeding 
2 (J(JO tolahs in weloht shall be receIved at any , ~ h d . post-office for dispatc un er any Clf(,:umstance~ 
whatever, 

.A A 4 X. Parcels 
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Parcels received from 
seaward in excess of 
maximum weight, how 
to be treated. • 

S t· X l'S taken from Section XII. of eClon. b' 
the present Rule" the former parl ewg 
omitted as not necessary. _ 

Newspapers, .&c. not. to 
be detained for examIna
tion but to be forwarded, 
marked !' Voubtful." 

Section XI. as in Section XIIJ. of the pre
IIIlnt Rules. 

Letters, papers, and 
parcels til be weighed 
at Office of Despatch. 

Section XII. taken from Secti~n XIV. of 
the present ~ules. We have restricted t~e 
obligation to' mark the postage to cases lD 

which the full postage has Dot been prepaid 
by stamps. 

size of letters. 
Section XIII. The natives of India are very 

fond of rolling up their letters to the smallest 
possible size, they being sometimes not larger 
than a quill in circumference. It. is found 
very difficult to decipher the address in such 
cases, and neither the postage nor the office 
stamp can be affixed. It would also be im
possible, were the practice continued, to put a 
stamped label on them. It is therefore neces
sary to fix what shall be the smallest size 
allowed by law. 

Exami~ation of Post-office 
records Dot permitted to 
the public. • 

Section XIV. as in Section XVI. of the 
present Rules. 

Hours oheceipt at Presi
dency Post-offices. 

Section XV. taken from Section XVII. of 
the present Rules. W.e have allowed news
papers as well as letters to be received up to 
6 P. x., and both till 7 P.lII. instead of only 
till 6£ P. H., on payment of a fee. The fee we 
eonsider should be credited to Government. 

At Receiving-houses. 
Section XVI. taken from Section XVIII. 

of the present Rules, with the addition, that 
at receiving-houses letters may be received at 
such other hours as may be determined by the 
Postmaster-general. This is intended to pro
vide for circumstances peculiar to any Presi
deney town. 

• 
X Parcels received by post from seaward e1l:-

ceed;ng the maximum weight which. may be'sent . 
by Bano-hy post, shall be made over to the Col
lector of Customs, for publication in his lists of 
unclaimed packages. 

XI. Newspapers, or other printed or engraved 
papers packed in open covers, or letters certified 
to be' on the public service respecting any of 
which there is reason to believe that the provisions 
of the ,Post-office Act have been infringed, shall 
not be detained for examination at the Despatching_ 
office but shall be forwarded, marked "Doubt
ful.'" The pos~master reaelving ~uch letters, ~c •• 
by the mail, shall ,then be .gmded by Section 
XLII. of the Post-office Act. But. unless for the 
cause above specified, all Post-office authorities. 
are' prohibited from detaining, except under Sec
tion XXXI. of the Post-office Act, any letter, 
paper or packet received for delivery by jJost. 

XU. All letters, newspapers or other papers and 
packets receiv~d for despatch by post, or banghy 
post shall be weighed at the Post-office of Des
patch, and sh~ll be stamp~d with the office-stamp, 
arid marked smgle, double, &0., as the case may 
be' and all letters, &0" the full postage on which
ha~ not been prepaid hy stamps, shall have the 
postao-e to whiCh they are severally liable marked 

.on th:m. Service letters shall never be re-weighed 
prior to delivery, nor newspapers, e~cept in case 
of suspicion. B~ghy parcels shall !n ~ll cases b.e 
re-weiIThed on delivery. The re-welghmg of pn
vate letters shall be at the discretion of the officer 
in charge. 

XIII. No letter or paper will be received in 
any post-office, re~eivlDg house, oi. othe~ place. 
appointed for postmg letters, the dImenSIons of 
wliich shall be less than three inches in length, by 
one in breadth; and any letter or paper, smaller 
than the prescribed size, which may be dropped 
into any lettel' box, or otherwise depo~ited in ~ny 
post-offIce, will not be forwarded to Its destma
tion, but will be transferred to the Dead Letter-
office. 

XIV. Persons Dot belonging to the depart
ment shall not be admitted into the interior, nor 
permitted to examine the records of any post. 
office, without the special permission of the P?st
master-general or postmaster, to whom applIca
tions for information or redress must be made .. 
either in person or in writing, by the party reo 
quiring the same. 

XV. At each Presidency Post-office banghy' 
parcels will be received every day. Sundays ex
cepted, for despatch, from 10 A..M. till 5 P.M., and 
newspapers and le1.ters every day till 6 P.M., a~r 
which hours respectively they wiu be received tIll 
7 P.I\I., on payment of an extra half-rupee each, 
which shall be credited to Government. 

XVI. At receiving- houses and places where 
there are l~tter-boxes, letters, papers and pac~ets, 
not exceedmo- 12 tolahs in wciU'ht will be received 
daily f,'om i':i A.M. to 4 P.M.: a~d at such othel: 
houl's as IlJay be detel'lnined by the po§tlllaster
general 

XVII. At.. 
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At Provincial Post-offices. 
Section XVII. taken from Section XIX. of 

the present Rules. We have permitted news
papers as well as letters, as in the former case, 
to be received till 5 P. M. Any fee, in like 
manner. to be credited to Government. 

Office-honr~ for reference. 
Section XVIII. as in Section XX. of the 

present Rules., 

Delivery ofIetters, &c. at 
Presidency Fost-offices. 

Section XIX. as in Section XXI. of the 
present Rules. 

At provincial post-offices. 
Section XX. as in Section XXII. of the 

present Rules. 

Immediate payment of 
postage required. 

Section XXI. as in Section XXIII. 

Complaints. how to be 
preferred. 

Section XXII. as in Section X~ 

Despatch of mails from 
Presidency Post-offices. 

Section XXIII. as in Section XX V. 

From provincial post
offices. 

Section XXIV. This is taken from Section 
XXVI. of the present Rules. We have a.lso 
provided for a second packet being made up 
in provincial post-offices, when the mail from 
the terminal station has not arrived at 6 P. M •• 

and have fixed on 6 P.M. as the hour for finally' 
closing. the packets, for all mails to be des
patched during the night. 

XVII. At provincial post-offices, banghy parcels App. (B.). No.2. 
will . be received for despatch, from 1'0 A.M. till -.. -. 
4 P.M., and letters and newspapers till 5 P.M., after 
which hours respectively they will be received 
till 5l P.M., on tne sender paying an extra half 
rupee each, to be appropriated. as provided in. 
Clause XV. 

• XVII(. Although all post-offices wilHbe open 
for receipt of letters, papers and parcels·as above, 
official references shall be made to post-office 
authorities only between the hours of 11 and 5, 
Sundays excepted. • 

XIX. At each Presidency 'post-office there shall 
I;>e two deliveries daily, the"first delivery not to be 
later than 10 A.M., and the other at 3 P.M., at 
which hours respectively the peons shall quit the 
office with the letters, &c., entrusted to them. 
All letters, papers and parcels received from 3 
P.M. till 9 A.M., shall be sent out at the first deli
very; and all from 9 A.M. to 3 P.M. at the second 
delivery, and mails received after 3 P.M. shall not 
be opened till the following morning, except in 
case of public emergency;.and of letters, papers or 
parcels received fro~ seaward. 

XX. At provincial offices tqe d'elivery ofletters. 
papers and parcels, must depend upon the hour 
of the arrival of the mails at each station, after 
which they shall be delivered with all possible 
despatch. 

XXI. The delivering peons are prohibited from 
going out of their usual course to deliver letters, 
papers or parcels, and from delivering them with
out immediate payment of the exact amount of 
postage; and they are not bound to give change. 
Should they be subject to detention, they ar9 not 
to deliver the letters, papers or parcels, but to 
return them in the evemng to the Post-office for 
future delivery. 

N .B.-Under the provisions of Section III. Act 
XXI, of 1835, copper coin is not a legal tender in 
payment of any demand, except for fractions of a 
rupee. 

XXII. Whatever postage is marked on a ietter, 
paper or parcel, must be paid at once on delivery, 
after which any complaint of overcharge will be 
duly attended to. In all complaints of overcharge~ 
or unnecessary delay in delivering letters, papers 
or parcels, the covers or envelopes, bearing the 
Posk-office stamp, must be presented for inspec
tion; and, as all Post-office peons wear a badge, 
regularly numbered, when any complaints are pre
ferred against any individual, the number of the 
badge should be specified. 

4 XXIII. From each Presidency Post-office the 
mails shall be despatched daily at 8 P.M., and the 
ban.ghies as soon as possible. : 

XXIV. At provincial post-offices, the packets 
for all mails to be despatched in the course of the 
night shall be finally closed at 6 P.M.; but (or 
mails which usually pass in the course of the day, 
the packets shall be made up half an hour before 
the expected arrival of such mails, which are in no 
case to be subjected to any detention. Notice of 
the hour at whic.h such packet is closed shall be 
hung up outside the office both in E!lglish and in 
the language of the district, after_which hour, 
letters. papers, or parcels received, shall not be . 
forwarded till the following day, unless such malls 
should not arrive until after 6 P. M., in which 
case a second packet shall be made up. 

B B XXV.·The 
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Letters. &c. damaged no\ 
to be received. 

Section XXV. as in Section XXVII. of the 
present Rules. 

Post-office not to receive 
valuables for despatch. 

Section XXVI. as in Section XXVIII. of 
lhe present Rules. 

Post-office not bound to 
give change. 

Section XXVII. as in Section XXXI. of the 
present Rules. 

• Registered letters. 
Section XXVIII. This is explained in para

graph 244 of our Rep ort, under the head of 
General Management. 

Receipts will not be given 
for letters, &c. 

Section XXIX. This is explained in para.
graphs 240 to 244 of our Report, under the 
head of General Management. 

Notice to ani ving vessels 
for disposal of packets. 

Section XXX. thesame as Section XXXV. 
of the present Rules. 

Master attendant to ~otiry 
intended departure of all 
\Tessels; 

Section.XXXI. as in Section XXXVII. of 
the'present Rules. 

Postmaster to publish 
weekly lists. 

Postmaster to publish 
weekly notice of packets 
despatched. 

Section XXXII. as in Section XXXVIII 
of tb:e present Rules.' • 

Receipt of letters, &c. for 
despatch to places in India 
by sea. 

Section XXXIII. as in Sectio~ XXXIX. of 
the present Rules. 

Harbour letters not to be. 
• charged ship postage. ' 

Section XXXIV. as in Section XLII. of the 
pl"esent Rules. 

XXV. The postmaster at any station, or person 
in charge of the office, shall h!1ve power to refuse 
letters, papers or parcels bearmg the appearance 
of having been ope~ed and re-closed, or otherwise 
improperly dealt With, unless the wnter or sender 
thereof shall attest with his full signature ihat they 
were lIent in that state • . 

,XXVI. In order to protect as far as possible 
the public mails from th~ chance of robbery, 
officers in charge of post:offices s~aU not know
ingly receive money~ bullIon, precIous stones or 
jewels for despatch either by letter or banghy post. 

, XXVII. The servants at the.several.p~st-offices 
are not bound to give chlmge to partles sendin .... 
or receiving letters in any case. 0 

XXVIII. Le-tters will be registered on payment 
of a fee of four annas in addition to the postage; 
and parties .I><?sting ~uch letters will be furnished 
with a receIpt, bearmg the addre~s of the letter 
and the office stamp. The fee mllst in all cases 
be paid in money. On the delivery of a registered. 
Jetter, a receipt for the same must be given to the 

I delivery peon. 

XXIX. Receipts will not be granted for any 
letters or papers received at any post-office for 
despatch, except in the case of registered letters; 
and will, be granted' for parcels only when pre
sented ready written. either in books or 01\ separate 

'slips of paper along with the parcels. Receipts so 
presented will be duly stamped. , 

XXX. On ·the arrival of any ship or vessel off 
any British Indian port, a printed nCJtice under 
the signature of the postmaster of the port or sta
tion, shall be delivered to the commander by the 
first boat. despatched to board the vessel, accord
ing to the requisition of which the commander 
shall proceed to dispose of s~ch packets as he may 
have on board, as directed in Section 38 of the 
Post-office Act, a copy of which clause shall be 
communicated to the said commander. 

:XXXI, The master-attendant of each Presi
dency port, or such other officer as may be directed 
by GoverQment, shall furnish the postmaster with 
ear.1y intimation of the intended departure of all 
vessels to any part of the world; and the post
master shall cause a lisf. of the vessels for which 
paclets are open to be published weekly in the 
official gazette of his own Pres!dency. 

XXXII. The postmastenhall also cause to be 
published weekly ill the official gazette of the Pre
sidency a. notice of the several dates up to which 
packets have heen despatched by each vessel car
ryin~ a mail that may have left the port. 

XXXIII. Letters, papers or p~rcels to places 
on the coast, to which means of conveyance by 
land are provided, will be received for transmission 
by sea, at the usual rates of ship postaO'e, if they 
are indorsed II Ship." 0 

X~~lV. LetterR addressed to any person being 
or resl~lDg on ~oard a ship in any British Indian 
port, ~1I1 be delIvered and charged as if addreliised 
to reSidents on shore at such place' in like manner, 
letters may ~e despatched by su:h persons from 
on board ship without being charged with ship 
postage, prOVided they be certified by the sender 
to be II Harbour letters." . 

XXXV. All 
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Public despatches to be 
compactly made up. 

Section XXXV. as in Section XLIV. of the 
present Rules. 

'- . 
When bulk of mails ex
ceed regulated weight, 

• how to be disposed of. 
Section XXXVI. taken from Section XLV. 

. 
Expresses. 

Section XXXVII. as in Section XLVI. of 
the present Rules. 

Public officers to employ 
them sparingly, under Ii 
penalty. 

Section XXXVIII. as in Section XLVII. 

Expresses for private per
sons. 

Section XXXIX. ~s in Section ~L VIII. 

Commanding officers may 
receive letters for thei¥ 
own regiments. 

Section XL. taken from Section L. of the 
pre~ent Rules. 

Letters addressed to public 
officers on private affairs 
to be prepaid by stamps. 

Section XLI. taken from Section LIX. of 
the present Rules. 

Postage on letters on publio 
service to be charged to the 
department to which offi
cers lIigning them belong. 

Section XLII. is explained in paragraphs 
204 to 207 of our Report, under the head of, 
Franking. 

Form of addreSs. 

xxxv. All public despatcbes are to be made 
up in the most compact form possible; and when
~ver two or more lj!tters are despatched from any 
one cffice to the same individual, by the, same 
day's post, they are to be put up under one cover, 
provided they do not in the aggrega~e exceed 
12 tolahs weight. 

XXXVI. When the number of covers rec.eived 
at any pO!\t-office shall cause the weight of the 
mail to t'xceed the regulated weight, tht; poSt
master is authorised to keep back a portion of the 
heavier public despatches, and imported newspa
pers, till the following day; but private letters, and 
public letters marked "Despatch," shall not be 
kept back • 

XXXVII. Despatches to be transmitted by 
express must bear on the face of them the words 
"By express," and the signature in full of 'the 
officer sending them. . 

XXXVIII. As the employment of expresses 
interferes with the celerity and regularity of the 
ordinary mails, and is attended with expense, pub
lic officers are enjoined to employ them as spar
ingly as possible; and any public officer despatch
ing an express, when the exigency of the public 
service does not, in the oplnion of the authority to 
whom he is subordinate, require it, will be held 
answerable for the expenses attending that method 
of transmission. Public expresses from a Presi
dency Post-office can be ordered only through a 
Secretary to Government. 

XXXIX. Expresses may be employed by pri
vate individuals at the discretion of the postmas
ter applied to, on a payment being made at the 
rate of four annas per mile in advance. 

XL. Letters directed to native officers,. or men 
of their regiments or detachments, may be de
livered to an orderly, or any other fit person, who 
shall be deputed by the officer commanding the 
regiment or detachment to receive the same; but 
letters on which postage may be due shall not be 
delivered to such person, unless the postage be 
first paid. 

XLI. Letters which individuals address on their 
private affairs to any Government officers must be 
sent prepaid by stamps; and this .rule is to be un~ 
derstood to include letters tran.smitting bills of ex
change, promissory notes, receipts, Government 
securities, &c., to the Accountant-general, Govern
ment agent, or any other public officer. When 
public officers. write. letters on such subjects to 
individuals, they shall subscribe on the envelo~es, 
with their official signatures. the words " Bearmg 
postage." 

XLII. The postage on letters and parcels sent 
on the public service, by the public officers men
tioned in the subjoined lists, shall be charged to 
the departments to which they severally belong; 
such letters must be addressed according to the 
subjoined form:-

MILITARY SERVICE. 

TAe Officer Commanding 
1st Reg" Lt. Cavalry, 

CAWNl'ORE. 

JOHN SMITH, 
Atijt. Genl. 

the signature and desig!latio~ of the officer s~gning 
the same in token of Its brIng on the public ser .. 
vice. being written in full. 

B B 2 LIST 

App. (B.), No.!. -" 



App. (D.), No.2. ---

PAPERS RELATING 1'0 THE 

LIST, No. I. 
\ 

PARTIES authorised to send by Pos~_aU LETTE~S, PACK~TS, and PA.~CE!-S, b07lO,fide on the 
Public Service, relating to the busmess of thell' respectIve Offices, wIthout actual ~ayment 
of Postage. 

CIVIL. 

Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State. 
Presid~t and Secretaries of the Board of 

Control. 
Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the East 

India Company. 
Secretary, Deputy Secretary, and Assistant 

Secretary at the India House. 
The Governor-general. 
The Governors of Bengal, Madras, and 

Bombay. 
The Lieutenant-governor of the North-west 

Provinces. 
Accountant-general or Deputy Accountant-

general. 
Accountant. 
Agents, Political, 01' to the Governor-general. 
Civil Auditor. 
Collectors and Deputy Collectors of Cus": 

toms. 
Conservator of Forests, Bombay. 
Collectors. 

" Sub, Deputy, or A!Ssistant, having spe-
cial charge. ' 

Cpmmissioners of M ysore and Scinde, their 
Secretary and Assistant. 

Governor of the Straits Settlements. 
Judges .of the Sudder Courts, when on Cir

cuit, or Deputation only. 
Judges, Sessions and Zillah. 
Judges, Subordinate, and Assistant having 

special charge. 
M agistl'ates. 

" Joint, . Deputy:, !lnd Assistant" 
havmg speCIal-charge. 

Members of Boards and Commissions when 
~m Circuit or Deputation 6nly. ' 

Mmt Masters. 
Opium Agents and Deputies. 
Postmaster-general. 
Postmasters. -
Private Secretary to Governor-general or to 

Governot- of any Presidency. or to Lieu
t~nant-60vernor of the North-west Pro
vmces. 

Registers of Sudder Courts. 
Res~dents at Foreign Courts. 
ResldentCouncillors in the Straits Settlements. 
Remembrancer of Legal Affairs. 
Salt Agents. 
Secretaries to Government. 

" Under, Deputy and Assistant. 
" to all Board.s, Commissions and 

Committees appointed by Go-
. vernment. 

Sub-Treasurer. ' 
Superintendent or Chief Magistrate of Police. 

" of tile Government Litho-
graphic Press. 

" Stamps. 
" Stationery. 
II for Suppre~sion of Thuggee, 

a!ld ASSistants having spe
Cial charge. 

MARINE. 

Commander-in-Chief of Her l\1ajesty's Naval 
FOI'ces. ' 

" i~ the Indian Navy. 
Secretary to Her Majesty's Naval Com

~ander-in-Chlef. 
'1. to the Marine Board. 

Supermtendent of Marine ... 

ECCLESIASTICAL. 
Bishops of' Calcutta, M~dras and ~ombay. 

,MILITARY. 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army in India. 

" " at Madras and Bom-
bay. 

/1.djutants-general, Assistants and Deputy 
Assistants. 

Agents for Army Clothing. 
Audit<?r-general. 
Brigadiers. 
Commandants of Forces, or Stations. 
Commanding Officers of Corps or Detach-

xnents. • 
Commissary-general, and Deputy. 
Commissariat, Senior Executive Officer at 

the Presidency or at Out Stations. 
Cominissaries of Ordnance and Deputies, 

being Coxnmissioned Officers. 
Director of Artillery Depot of Instruction. 
Enginet;rs, Chief. , 

" Civil or Executive. 
" Superintending. 

Fort or Town Major. 
General 0 fficers on the Staff. . 
Judge Advocate-generals, and Deputies of 

Divisions. 
Paymasters an~ Deputy Paymasters. 
Quartermasters-general, Deputies, Assistants 

and Deputy Assistants. 
Secretary, MIlitary, to Governor~genera) or 

Governor. 
,,, 
" 

" 
" 

to Commander-in-Chief. 
to all Boards, Commis

sions, and Committees 
appointed by Govern
ment. 

Superintendent of Canals and Bridges. 
" Family Payments and Pen-

" 
" 
" . " 

sIOns. 
Gun Carriages. • 
Gunpowder •. 
Roads. 
Tl'igonometrical and other 

Surveys. 
" Stud. 

Surve~or-general, Deputy and Commissioned 
ASSIstants. 

MEDICAL. 
Apothecary to the Company, OJ' Medical 

Storekeeper. I 

Inspector, ,and, Deputy Inspector-general of 
He~ Majesty s Hospitals. 

Supermtending or Staff Surgeon. 
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LIST, No. II. 

PARTI~S auth~rised' to send. LETTERS ~nd OFPU?I.A.L G.AZET~B b01la fide on the Public 
Service relatmg to the Business of their respective Departments without actual Payment 
of Postage, but only to the Authorities hereinafter named. 

Archdeacon - .. .. To the Register and Clergy of the Diocese .• 
Chaplains at Out Stations - - - To Archdeacon or Registrar. 

Garrison Surgeons and Medical Officers attached to Regiments, Stations or Depots -' - - To 
Superintending Surgeons of their several Divisions. 

Master Attendant, Calcutta .. - - To Authorities at DiamondiHarbour, Kedgeree,rand 
stations down the river. ... 

Controller of Government Steam Vessels - - - To the same, and to Steam Agents. 

Subordinati, J uaicial, Revenue, Police, Engineer, aod other Civil Officers - - - To the 
authorities with whom they may have to correspond on public service within their re
spective districts. 

Patrolling Officers of Customs To their immediate superior, or to the nearest 
Magistrate. 

Revenue and other Surveyors - - - To Surveyor-general, Deputy Surveyor-general,
Collector of the District, or Paymaster of the Division. 

Steam Agents - - - To the Controller of Government Steamers, ,and to each" other 
(their communications being sent in covers open at each end). -

Principal Sudder Ameens and Sudder Ameens - - -. Within their respective districts, 
and to'their immediate superior. -

Superintendent of Salt Chowkies .. - - The same. 

Superintendent of Government Gazette Prc:ss - - - Official gazettes to public officers 
authorised to receive the same. 

Assistants in the Telegraph Department - - - To their immediate superior. 

Vaccinators - - - 'f 0 the same. 

Warrant and Non-commissioned Officers of the Commissariat Department in charge of 
public cattle, when absent from st)l.tions only To their immediate supe
rior, or to the Quartermaster-general, or Assistant or Deputy-assistant_Quartermaster
general. 

Warrant and Non-commissioned Officers of the Ordnance Department in charge of Stores 
when absent from stations only - - - To their immediate superior, or to the Secretary 
to the Military Board. 

Warrant and Non-com~issioned Officers of the Department of Public Works, when detached 
on such works - - - To their immediate superior. " . 

Commanders of Government Steamers, and Pilots - - - To the Commander-in-Chief 
ofthe Indian Navv, Master Attendant or Secretary to the Marine Board. This privilege 
extends only to shipping reports superscribed as such, and sent either open, or in covers 
open at both ends. 

TidewaitE>rs - - - To CI)Ilector of Customs. This privilege extends only to Tidewaiters' 
Reports, superscribed as such. 

N.B.-The 'privilege of sending letters by post, without a~tual payment of postage, 
extends only to letters on the public service; aud aU public officers are prohibited from 
sending on service letters relating to the private concerns of individuals. though they may 
be in I'eply to communications addressed to them in their official capacity. Such lettel's 
must either be prepaid by stamps, or sent bearing PQstage., . _ 

All periodical returns and reports, and all letters not of an Important or confidential 
nature, are to be packed in cove~s open at each end. , 

Letters on the public service, not intended to be permanently retamed on record, are to be 
written on paper of the smallest size (not being less than a quarter of a sheet of foolscap), 
compatible with clear and legible writing. 

All letters, &,e. received 
for despatch to be marked 
with the appropriate office 
stamp, and wlth the amount 
of postage. 

'Section XLIII. as in Section I. of the pre-
87. 

XLIII. All letters, papers and packets what
ever (save and except shIp and ste~m letters. re
ceived from seaward bereafter speCially prOVided 
for) received at any post-office in J ndJa for despatch 
by post, whether paid, stamped Of liable to postage, 

B B 3 uS 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE., 

sent Rules for using post-office stamps,. ex
cept that the same 8ta.mp~ay be used on a 
new!paper, 01' a.bangby parcel as on a letter. 

All letters, &c. receivl'd 
fOl'delivery to be stamped; 
but the postage, uruess 
undercharged, not to be 
mal'ked. 

Section XLIV. as in Section II. of the Pl'e
~ent Stamping Rules, with the same exception 

'as above. 

. 
Stamp for letters, &c. on 
public service. 

Section XLV. as in Section III. of the above 
Rules, with the same exception, and also that 
the word" Service" is substituted for" Free" 
in' the stamp. 

Stamp for all letters, &c. 
prepaid by stamped labels 
or money. 

Section XLVI. the same as Section IV. of 
the Rules above alluded to, with the like ex
ception. 

Stamp for all unpaid 
letters, &c. 

Section XLVII. the same as Section V., 
with the like exception. 

Obliterating stamp. 
Section XL VIII. provides for the oblite

rating stamp to be used ill defacing the 
stamped label affixed to lette1s, &0. posted at 
any office for despatch. 

Postmaster not himself to 
affix a stamp on letters, 
&c. 

Section XLIX. is founded on the practice of 
the English office, and has been explained in 
paragraph 144 of our Report, under the head' 

• of Stamps. • 

Forward letters, &0. to be 
stamped and marked with 
additlonal postage. 

Section L. as in Section VI. of the Stamping 
Rules abo"" referred to. 

Exact weight of bangh:y 
parcels to be marked. 

Section LI. the ,same as the latter parts of 
Section VII. of the Rules above referred to. 
We have omitted as unnecessary the former 
part, which requires, when a letter exceeds in 
!Weight a single tolah, tha.t its weight, double, 
treble, &c., must be entered in WJ.iting on the 
face of it. 

Service letters; &c. re
ceived from seaward, 

, how to be stamped. 
SectiolJ. L~I. as in Section VIII., except that 

ff Free" letters have beeu omitted. 

as the case may be, ar~ to be marked with tbe 
appropriate stamp, bearmg; the name of such office 
of despatch; and when slide stamps, she!l'ing the 
date of the m,onth and year~.are ~~t proVIded, the 
said date must be entere~ 'in wntmg across tbe 
middle of the face of the stamp. If the letter 01' 

packet received for despatch be post-pai~ or bear. 
ing postao-e, the amount of postage so paJd or due 
must be "'entered in writing on the face of the 

fi h d "P id" " B . " stamp, a ter t e wor a or earmg, as 
the case may be. 

XLIV. All letters, papers and packets whatev~ 
received at any post-office by post, for delivery at 
such office, are in like manner to be stamped with 
the appropriate office-stamp, and marked with the 
date of the month and year; but the amount of 
postage paid or dl.le is not to be entered on the 
stamp of delivery, unless the "letttt has been 
undercharged with postage at the Despatching_ 
office. . 

X LV. The stamp' for all service letters, papers, 
or packets, is an oval, one and a half inch long by 
one inch wide, bearing the name of the office, and 
the word" Service," and must be stamped red. 

XLVI. The stamp ,for all letters, papers, or 
packets, on which the postage has been paid either 
in money or stamps, is an oblong, one and a half 
inch long by one inch wide, bearing the name of 
the office and the word" Paid," and must also be 
stamped red. 

XLVII. The stamp for all letters, papers, or 
packets, on which postage has not been paid In 
ad vance, is an oblong, one and a half inch long by 
one inch wide, bearing the llame of the office and 
the word " ~earing," and must be stamped black. 

XLVIII. All postage stamps on letters, papers, 
or parcels, must be carefully obliterated with the 
stamp furnished for that object; and the black 
compo!lition supplit:d for the purpose must be used 
in all cases. Letters bearing stamps which have 
been pteviously obliterated or defaced, must be 
treated as unpaid letters. 

XLIX. No postmaster is allowed himself to 
affix a postage stamp to a letter brought unstamped 
to his office. • 

L. Forward letters, 'Papers, or packets, i.e. those 
which follow a party addressed from station to 
station, are to be stamped at each office of fresh 
despatch,' and marked with the additional postage 
due on such fresh despatch. 

LI. On banghy parcels the exact weight must 
in all cases be entered in writing on' the face 
.thereof. 

LTI. AIl service" letters, 'papers, or packets, 
received from seaward at any post-office, are to ~e 
stamped with the ship letter service stamp. ~hls 
stamp is circular, Ii inch in diameter, bCilnng 

the 
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Other letters, &c., how 
to be stamped. 

Seetions LIlI. and LIV. as in Section IX. 
of the present Stamping Rules, an additional 
rule being adde~ for paid covers. 

At Presidency Post-offices, 
letters, &c. to be stamped 
A. If. or P. If., according to 
time of delivery. 

Section LV. lIS in. Section XI. of tho same 
'Rules. 

the name of the office, the date of the month and App. (B.), No. Z. 
year, and the words "Ship letter service," and 
must be stamped red. • 

L~II. All unpaid letters, papers, or packets, 
received from seaward at any post-offi<;e, are to be 
IItamped, if not liable to British packet postage, 
with the ship letter beal'ins stamp, and if so liable 
with the steam letter beanna' stamp. The forme: 
is a square stamp, Ij inch in"diameter, bearing the 
name of the office, the date of the month and year, 
~nd the words" Ship letter bearing." The latter 
IS an'octagonal stamp of similar dimensions, but 
wit.h the words "Steam letter bearing:" Both 
these stamps must be stamped black • 

. LIV •. All paid letters, papers, or packets, re
ceived from seaward, at any post-office; are to be 
stamped, if not liable to BJ itish packet postage, 
with the ship letter paid stamp, and if so liable, 
with the steam letter paid stamp. The forlDer is 
a square stamp, 14 inch in diameter, bearing the 
llame of the office, the date of the month and year, 
and the words" Ship letter paid." The latter is an 
octagonal stamp of similar dimensions, but with 
the words "Steam letter paid." Both these 
stamps must be stamped red. 

LV. At Presidency Post-offices all 'letters, 
papers or packets to be delivered at the morning 
delivery are to be marked with the A.M. stamp, 
and those at the afternoon delivery with the P.M. 
stamp. 

THE following SECTIONS of the old Rules have been omitted from the :PRAPT RULES which 
we have prepared. 

Section VT. Unnecessary, as the Act provides for the manner in which ship p~stage is to 
lIe levied. 

Sec~ion X. Postage on lettE'rs and newspapers, if subject to an uniform rate, will be 
charged without reference to distance; we have provided in the Act for proper polymetrical 
tables being prepared for banghy parcels, and also for newspapers, if subject to rates of 
postage varying with distance. _ 

Section XV. We propose to recover d.eficient postage from the addressee, and not from the 
Post-office clerk; for if letters are received, as we propose, by means of lette.· boxes, the 
rule would be inapplicable. It i~, moreover, produclive of great delay, and is contrary to the 
practice of ,the English Post-office. 

Section XXX. Provided for in the Act; and explained in paragraph 271 of our Report, 
under. the head ~f General Management 

Section XXXIII. Re-directed letters are provided for in the Draft Act. .We have 
tlxplained ill paragraphs 266 to 272 of our Report, under the head ofGen~ral Management, how 
we propose to treat them. It did not seem necessary to invite parties to throw the trouble 

,of re-directing their letters on tbe Post-office; more particularly as the practice of doing so 
is represented to give rise to delay ,in disposing of the business of the department. 

Section XXXIV. This, bas been provided for in Section'XXIV. of the Draft ,Act. and is 
therefore unnecessary. 

Section XXXVI. There seemed no occasion to provide for ~his by a special rule. 

Section XL. As we propose to do away with the present system of giving receipts, except 
in the case of registered letters, this section ill unnecessary. 

Section XLI. Under tne rulell we have proposed, such letters will be sent for disposal 'to 
the Dead Letter-office. • 

8j. BB4 Section 
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PAPERS BELA'rING TO THE 

d . way with the privilege at present given to imported 
Section XLIII. As we propose olDg a 

newspapers this section is unnecessary. 
• ' 'h b t fi ed as far as considered necessary to the Draft Post-Section XLIX. Tbls as een rans err '.' . 

office Act. . h' . 'J ' 
, ' I LI f[ LIV d LV As we propose to do away WIt prlvl eges gl~en to 

Sections 1.1., LI "d '1'" I tt an t p~esent these sections are unnecessary, as has been 
soldit;rs', s,epoys' an hsa\~r: t e l~;s :f our Rep~rt under the head of Franking. 
explamed lol paragrap so. 

, LVI Th" t ssary as has been explained in paragraph 203 of our Report, SectIOn • IS IS no nece , 
under the head of Franking. . 

Sections LVII. and LVIII. Franking being abolished, these are not required. 

Section" LX. We propose gi;ing to the Superintend~nts of th~ Government Printing 
Presses {he power of sending official gazettes to I?artles. au~honsed by Govern!Dent to 

'th 'til t actual payment of pOlltaCJ'e' thiS sectIon IS therefore not reqUlred. receive em, WI ou. . <> , 

Sections LXI. and LXXII. Franking being abolished, the:e ;re not required. 

Appendix (C.), No. I. 

Cecil Beadon, 
Commissioner. 

GENERAL MANAGEMENT of the POST-OFFICE in the BENGAL PRESIDENCY. 

-- 1. .THE Postmaster-general of the Lower Provinces, in addition to the co~trolling f?nc-
Pf°sthmssLter-gepneral tions which devolve upon him as the bead of the department, undertakes also tbe direct ° t e ower rOo ' f h P I' vinces. management of the Calcutta General Post-office. A portion 0 t e ostmaster-gcnera s 
Deputy Postmaster- duties, properly so called, are made over to the Deputy Postmaster-general, who also per
general. forms some p.rt of the duties of the Calcutta General Post-office. . 

2. Mr. Tayler st~tes, "There are certain duties specially made over to the Deputy 
Their duties. Postmallter-general by an order, No.2, dated 26th Janu~ry 1847. The res~ are discharge~ 
See Enclosure CA.} by me .. Generally speaking, the Deputy Postmaster-general corresponds With the Mofussll 

postmasters and the public, in matters not involving a general question of principle; and on 
all matters connected wrth the Dawk. Bearer Department. He also has the control, under 
me, of the establishment of the Genera! Post-office. Letters addressed to me on subjects of 
which the Deputy Postmaster-general is competent to dispose, I generally make over to 
him for disposal, but occa"ionally answer them myself: The Dt:puty Postmaster-general 

See Enclosure CA.} does not transact any business, but that which has been specially assle;ned to him. By ,a 
subsequent order, No.5, dated the 2!Jrd August 1847, the Deputy Postmaster-generalls 
authorised to open all service letters addressed to me, and to make over to the Register, to be 
laid before me, such of them as he does not consider himself competent to dispose or. 
\Vhenever any new special duty is made' over to the Deputy Postmaster-general, an order 
to that effect is entered in my order-book. The letters intended for me.are docketted by the 
Register, and submitterl daily for my orders. I pass my orders upon them, and they are 
~eturned to the office. Drafts are then prepared, and submitted for my approval. On all 
Important matters, requiring more than an ordinary or usual reply, I draft my own letters. 
All other draf/.s are prepared by the Regi'lter, in conformity with distinct orders written ,by 
myself on the back of the letter to be answered. Every day on comino- to office I receIve 
fro~ the Superintendent, Mr. Botellho, a report of the time of the arr~al of the principal 
malls, and of anything of importance that may have occurred since the previous day; and I 
pass such orders'upon the Superintendent's report as I tliink necessary. After this I dispose 
of ~he corres~onden.ce of the previous day's second delivery, and of that of the current 
day s first d~hvery, m the man~er above stated. Every Monday the Superintendent lays 
before me a bme-book of all the hnes of road prepared from the daily teleO'raphs upon which 
I pass orders ~n like manner. The details of my correspondence maybe ~een by a reference 
to the book~ m th~ office. Arllelter~ w,ritten are copied in a book, and aU letters received 
are entered In a diary, and, when disposed of, they are filed acco.rdinCJ' to their date, and 
boondup. <> 

3. On ,beiof:!; asked what control he·exercised over the Deputy Postmaster-... eneral's pro-' 
ceedings, ~r. Tayler replied: <> 

" ~ occasionally 
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, "I 'occasion~lIy in~pect his co~respo~dence ,!hich is recorded in the office, and when par- App. (C.), No. L 
ties appeal aga!nst his ~rders, I Investigate theIr ~omplaints myself. As the Deputy Post-
maste~-general S ,0!Hce IS a ~ranch of, ~r f!lther, In fact, the same as my own, there is no 
necessity for re9ulrJng f,'om hIm any perIOdical reports,Ol statements, of the manner in which 

, his specific outle,,' are performed, and it would for many leasons be inconvClliel!t and unad. 
vi~able to, do so. Th~ whole of his ~orrespondence is alVoays op~n to my insl?ection, and 
rome to IllS; and nothmg can occur In the office of any consequence without my kIlOWID<J' 
it. The mode in which I exercise control over, his proceedino-s, chiefly in the manaO'ement 
of the office, and, the local duties of Calcutta, is shown by the "'entries iii my orner-book such 
for instance, as No. 75, dated the 14th April 1848 ; No. 114, dated the 8th September'1849; Sea Enclosure (A.) 
and No. Ill, dated the 18th August 1849. When the Deputy Postmaster-generai has 
any doubt as to the mode in which he ought to dispose of matters within his cognizance, he 
submits ~heI? with an officiall1le~ora!lcium for my, disposal. m also hold frequent verbal 
commumcatlons. In order to malDtam the authority of the Deputy Postmaster· general in 
the office, I have generally made it a rule on the occul'fence of a vacancy, to deSire him to 
make arrangement~ for filling it up, subject always to my sanction and approval." . \ 

, 4. On being a~ked if there was any separation between the office of Postmaster.general 
'l:md that of postm'aster of Calcutta, Mr. Tayler replied: . 

J .. No, there is no such distinction. I am postmaster of Calcutta·in my capacity of Post
master-general, and the Deputy Postmaster-general is also deputy postmaster of Calcutta. 
There is no separate office, either of correspondence or recOI'ds. The Deputy Postmaster
general's duties embrace the details of the Calcutta Post'office, but are not by any means 
confined to that. The details of the Calcutta Post-office are specially made over to him, 
under instructions from the Government, but subject to my contl'Ol. So far from there 
being any separation of the Calcutta from the General Post-office, I ft'equentIy take up 
individual cases connected with Calcutta, and dispose of them myself; and exercise an active 
interference in the details of the office, such as I should not do if the Calcutta office were a 
separate one from mine. 

"The entire superintendence and control of the transit throughout the cOlin try is my 
especial province; and all the duties arising out of it are performed entirely by me. All 
contracts for the conveyance of tne mails and banghies. all modifications of establishments, 

"'ali alterations of routes, openin~ of new lines, the establishment of new post-office~, require 
mv consideration and appro~al before they can take effect. 01' be submitted for the sanction 
of Government. I also receive from the postmasters reports on the state of the roads and 
ferries, and on all other matter~ in any wayaffectillg the transit of the d"wks. The removal 
and appointment of postmasters rest with me, subject to the sanction of Government, and 
I confirm the nomination of dawk moonshees, submitted by the postmasters; abstainin~ 
as much as possible from interferin?: with the arrangements of the local authorities in this 
respect, There is a great variety of business arising out of my relations with the district 
postmasters, the Government and the public, which I have to discharge, but which I need 
not enuq1erate. The daily cash accounts of the General Post-office are submitted at the close 
of every lIay for my examination and signature. Payments are made Qn the warrants both 
of the Deputy Postmaster-general and myself, but I com pare all the vouchers with the entries 
in the cash account before signing it." 

5. Mr. Bennett, the Deputy Postmast~r-general, makes the following statement: 
.. The duties made over to me as Deputy Postmaster-generaI are detailed in the Post-

master-general's order, No.2, dated 26th January 1847, and in the subsequent orders See Enclosure (.A.) 
.referred to by Mr. ~rayler. I receive and open all letters sent by dawk to the General Post-
oHice, and all that are brought to me from persons in Calcutta. Letters by dawk 
addressed to me are entered in my register of letters received, and those addressed to the 
Postmaster·general are entered in his register. If any of the letters addressed to roe 
appear to me to be on subjects which I have not authority to dis,(>ose of, I transfer them to 
the Postmaster-general by an order in my register book. In likfl manner the Postmaster-
general transfeJ~ to me such of the letters entered in his regi?ter book a~ he wi~hes me to 
dispose of. He does not always send me letters connected With the dutIes speCially made 
over to me, but occasionally disposes of them himself. There is a separate register book of 

o letters receiv~d from public offices in Calcutta, all of which are disposed of by the Post
master·general. A large number of letters are addres~ed daily to the office by private par
ties sometimes to the Postmaster-general, and sometimes to me. These are entered m a 

" sep~rate book, and are disposed of either by the Postmaster-general or by me. There are 
, also numerous written applications sent daily on trifling matt~rs. which I, dispose of sum

marily, without reference to the Postmaster-general, and \'Hthout keepmg any record of 
them." 

JJ. On being asked if he considered ,himself as primarily responsible for the management 
of the details of the Calcutta Post'office, he replied: 

" No I do 110t. When I was first appointed Deputy Postmaster.general, I was under the 
• impression that 1 was to have Independent charge o~ the C~lcutta Post-office as postmast~r 

of Calcutta and I continued to act under that ImpresslOll for several months; but 111 

September '1847 I learned that I wao; 110t understood to have a separate capacity as post
master of Calcutta but that I was the Postmaster-general's Assistant in that as in all oth~r 
departments of th~ General Post-offi.ce. I derIved nly first impression of my duties from 
the terms in which my leUlIl' of appomtlllent from Government was framed. It was there See Enclosure (A.) 
~ Co ~W 
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, . t t the postmaster-general would be able to 
h . ce of my appom men , I f h . stated t at m consequen, , ddt h' ttention to the genera management, 0 t e 

relieve himself of details, an evO elSa 
department. . k' of the otIice such as the ani val and' despatch of 

" Everything conn.ected With th~ wor IIrgthe different 'officers, the receipt and delivery of 
the mails and baoghles, the atten .ance 0 f. nd dis ose of, but all matters of importance 
letters, &c., I primarily take c01mzW~~h °tb.: accounlant Imd treasu~er's departments I have 
I refer to the Po~tmaster-genera. t d 'th the delivery of l\lttel's m Cdlcutta, the postage 
nothing to do. All matterd c:nnec e ~I of the aa-ency houses, are exclusively looked after' 
accounts of the peons, an t e. accoun to th~ Postmaster-general. The dawk bearer 
by me, subje,ct to a re~erence, If ~eclisps:rp~rs connected with that department go out under 
department IS alsolun er ,meJ an a letters from the postmasters in the Mofussil, and 

'lature I a so receive numerous . h' h I th ' I my slgl. : d"d I 11 kinds of mi$cellaneous !lubJects, w IC ,un ess ey mvo ve 
frum private ~n IVI ~a s, 0r".a ortance I dispose of without reference to the Postmaster-: 
some genera <J~estI.on 0 Imp f obber of the mail have been for the most part entrusted 
general. Tlhnqumes, Itntodcases f the disp~sal of dead letters has also beeu specially assigned 
to me. e supenn en ence 0 

to me." • 
'7 When the Postmaster-general proceeds into the interior on duty, th~ Deputy Postmas-

. I h of the Calcutta Post-office, and also contmues to perform a ter-genera assumes c arge 'd' , 
, portion of the Postmaster-general's duties at the Presl ency. . ' . 

8. Subordinate to the Postmaster-general and Deputy Post~aster-generaiis a supermten
dent whose attention is also divided between the general busmess. of the depa~tment, and 
the details of the Calcutta Post-office. His duties are defined In the followmg extr~ct 
from a book prepared some tim~ ago fOI' the use of the Postmaster-general, and other duties 
have since been made over to hIm. . .., p 

"The superintendent receives orders for postmg dawks, revises mstru~tlOns ~ent to ost-
masters on the road where bearers are required, examines and countersIgns blll.s of daw~ 
contractors and (lther chara-es of a contingent nature; checks the rate of travelhng of ma.II 
as per transit telegraphs; b superintends the worki.ng of all the dep.artments. as far as IS 
practicable. assists in the disposal of export .and Import ste~mer maIls; furmshes reports 
and inquiries on various subjects conx;tected Wlt~ curre.nt duties of the p~stm,aster.-general,) 
and Deputy Postmaste'r-general; assists them m d!aftm~ letters; and, besides lookmg afte .. ' 
various details of the office, has charge of the statIOnery, and keeps the account of 
expenditure.:' 

9. The Postmaster-general of the North-west Province~ is. e~gaged. exclusively in t.he 
general superintendence of the department, and has no duties In ImmedIate connexlon With 
any post-office. 

10. The business of the Calcutta Gl:'neral Post-office is divided into the following de ... 
partments: 

1. Correspondence. 
2. Account. 
3. Cash. 
4. Inland Letter Mail Receipt. 
s. Inland Letter Mail Despatch. 
6. Ship and Steam. 

7. Dead Letter., 
8. Banghy. 
9. Dawk Bearer. 

10. Time Check. 
11. Record. 

'n. The duties of this department are conducted by a register and nine clerks, who attend 
office every day at 10 A.. 1'4 .. and are engaged until 4 P.M., on thE'! usual duties connected 
with the cOl'fespondence of the Postmaster-and Deputy Postmaster-general. Four of the 
junior clerks in this department are employed from 4 P.M. until 8 P.M., as examiners and 
despatchers in the letter mail' despatch department. It does not appear necessary to enter 
more particularly into the details of this department. . 

12. The duties of this department are conducted by an accountant and seven clerks who 
attend office at 10 A.M., and six of \'\-hom are employed from 5 P.M. as examiners and, 
despatchers in the leHer mail despatch department. The business of the accountant is to 
examine and check the accounts of the office, and to draft some of the letters connected with 
them. He ~as to see that alll'eceipts are duly brought to cI'edit, and that the entries in the 
cash-keeper's bllOks correspond with the statements of p9stage furnished to him fl'om other 
departme..nts of the office. The General Post-office has nothinO' to do with the accounts of 
the ~ofussil o,ffi~es, beyond the audit of contingent bills and th~ preparation of a register of 
receipts and disbursements from memorandums furnished by local postmasters. 

13. The receipts fro.m postage on ~tters, newspapers and parcels posted at the Gener!ll 
Post-office are accounterl for daily by the receivers and compared with the lists of unpaid 
letters, &c., despatched, which are furnished daily to the office accountant from the inland" 
ship and banghy departments. The rp.t'eipts are then entered in a check-book which shows 
all the,actual receipts of the office ~nd~r differe~t heads, and which, after being attested by 
the office accountant and treasurer, IS Signed daily by the Postmastl'f-general or his deputy • 

. 14. All postage collected in th~ inland ~epartment on letters, &c. despatched, is el~tered. 
I~ t,he ,check-~ook unde~ the heads of postage on country letters and newspapers, Without' 
dlstmctlon of mland, ship, and ~team postage, though all ship and steam letters &c., sent 
vM Bumbay, are posted in this department. t 
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16. In like manner all pbstage collected in the ship and steam department is entered in 
the check·book under the general head of "Ship Postage," without distinction though it 
includes st~am postage on packets sent by the Peninsular and Oriental Company'~ steamers, 
as Wf:ll as mland postage on steam letters sent by the after-packet to Kedo-eree and on ship 
letters sent via any port in India, except Bombay. b , 

, 16. The postage collected Qn paid banghy parcels gosted at the General Po!>t-office is 
entered ill the check-book under the head of" Banghy,' and all express postage (except the 
postage on lefters sent hy the overland. expr~ss via Bombay, which is included in the 
post,age on country letters) under that of" Express." 

17. The postage .due 'on unpaid lettt'rs received at the General Post-office is entered in 
lists which are prepared daily in the ill land, ship and steam, and bangby departments, and 
transferred by the olTIce accountant to an abSlract book of bearing postage. For the whole 
amount of thi .. the delivery peolls are held accountable. The amount realised by the peons 
is entered daily in the check-book, and in the daily cash-book kept by the treasurer, under 
the heads of " Country and Foreign Letters," and of " Banghy;" but without distinction of 
ship, iniand and steam po.tage. 

18. At the end of every month the office accountant is furnished by the ship and steam 
department with a memorandum showing the amount of steam postage realised on letters 
despatched from the General Post-office, and due on unpaid letters received at the General 
Post-office, distinguishing between those intended for delivery in Calcutta and those for-
warded to other stations. The memorandum also distinguishes the different kinds of steam 
letters, according to their destination or the J>lace from whence they came, and whether 
the steam postage on them is payable direct to Her Majesty's Governlllent or through 'the 
Bombay Post-office . 

App.(C.), No.t. 
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• 19. In making up the monthly cash account of the GeDf'ral Post-office, the office accoun- Incorrect method of 
tant deducts the aggregate amount of IIteam postage realised on paid letters disl'atched, bringing postage to 
from the aggregate amount of postage received during the montll on inland letters dis- account. ' 
patched, and enters it under the appropriate heads of "Steam Postage payable to Her 
Majesty's Government" and" Bombay and Madras Presidencies:." The remainder appears 

,jD. the cash account under the head of postage Oll inland letters; and the whole of the 
postage realised in the ship and steam department on paid letters despatched during the 
month is entered in the monthly cash account under the head of ship postage. 

20. Thus, though the aggregate amollnt of postage credited in the monthly cash accollDt 
as received on paid letters sent from the General Post-office is correct, yet the details are 
manife"tly erroneous; because, though the greater portion of the steam postage is received in 
the ship and steam department, the whole is ded~cted from the actual receipts of the inland 
department; and hence a much larger amount is credited in the accounts as ship postage. 
and a much smaller amount as inland postage, than is realisE:'d severally from those two 
sources. Moreo\er, the inland postage includes all ship postage on ship letters sent and 
rE'ceivE'd via Bombay, and the ship postage includes inland postage on all ship letters sent 
and received via any other port in India. 

21. In regard to bearing postage, the case is the same, with this further anomaly that the 
amount entered under each head iIi the monthly cash account is not the amouut actually 
realised, but the amount due; the difference, or uncollected !,ortion of the bearing postage, 
being held in inefficient balance \\ithout reference to whether it is due on steam, ship, 
or mland letters, or on banghy parcels. But as the postagl~ on banghy parcels, and 
the steam postage is much less in amount than the inland postage on letters, it is always 
assumed, though ,incvrrectly, that the former has been all collected 'and that the balance out
standing is on account of inland postage only. Statements of bearing postage due on letters 
received each day in the inland and l:ihip departments of the General Post-office are 
fUI nished daily to the office accountant and entered by him in the abstract of daily postage. 
The delivery peons have to account in the !2,ross for the aggregate of these sums. The peons 
keep no separate account ofbahghy, inland, ship and steam postage, so that it is impossible 
to say, withont detailed examination each day of the letters remalhing in their hands, how 
lUuch of these collections should be credited under one head, and haw much under another, 
or of what description of postage the outstanding balance consists, In the daily cash 
account kept by the treasurer, and in the check-book, the actual realisations only are 
credited. The differcnce is explained in a memorandum at the feot of the monthly cash 
account which is furnished to the accountant to the Government of Bengal. 

22. The letters taken at the receiving-houses in Calcutta are sent daily to the General ~ost8fk on letters, 
Post-office, with a list showing the number of paid, unpaid and service, and the postage re~~i~n~~h~t~: 
realised on paid letters. The amount is entered in the check book, and the IJ!0ney paid into II • 

the Treasury. • 

23 .. There is no reason to believe that any portion of the postage recei\'ed at the General All postage ftC

Post-office on paid letters despatched is not accounted for. It is possible that a receiver cGounted
1 

ptor tat tffihe 
, " h 'd It' 'd fi h f enera os ,0. ceo IDloht contrive elt er to suppress a pal etter, or to s amp It as unpal or t e purpose 0 

J'et~ining the postage; but as the receivers are i~ a room whele many C?ther officers of t~e ' 
department also sit, and can be seen by tile parties who come to the wmdow to post theil' 
letters, it would be difficult and hazardous to do so. No lecelver has ever been su~pected of 
such conduct, nor is it surmised that any paid letter posted at the General Post-office bas 
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, h d 'th b . g postage This, however, is not the cas'e with 
ever been sup~ressed br ~it~fo~e ~~ the er:~iving hDUS;S Dr huts during the whole time they 
the tO'wn recdelhvers, w to'h' to deter them frDm such' practices; but tJleir O'wn sense Df 
are open an ave no mg 'b' ,. 'd' th I ' d h fi tl at tho'e to whDm receipts have een given, may ISCOver e oss or honesty, an t e ear 1 IS • 

mischarge of theil' letters, and com pi am. , 

I . 1 po~sl'ble that any part of the postage due Dn unpaid letters received at 
24. t IS scarce y ~ f h t . -d 

h G I P t ffice can fail to' be accDunted for, because an account 0' w a IS ue on 
t e enera os -0 d' h (J b' h " t tl t' h the letters of each day is taken by an offi ce r calle t e earmg moons ee a 1e llne t at 
the packets are opened; and the aggregate of the J?Dstage due on the letters e.ntr~sted to 
each delivery peon, is compared with the moonshee s accDunt, und must. agree with It ?efDre 
any Dfthe peons are permitted to' leave the office. 

. 25. In this department there are a treasurer, two clerks and a podar., T~eir business, is 
to receive all money paid intO' the General PDst-Dffice, and. to' make. dlsbUl.sements under 
the warrant of the Postmaster-general or his deputy. A dally cash accDu~t IS. prepared by 
the treasurer which after being verified in the department Df aCcDunt, IS signed by the 
Postmaster-g~neral.' The treasurer ~ves. security, to the amDunt Df Rs. 3~,000, and is 
responsible to the PDstmaster-general for Ill~ ~ubDrdlOates, and for all the receivers, bDth at 
the General Post-Dffice and at the town receIVlng-hDuses. 

26. In this department there are employed a .manag-er and 1.5 clel:ks, all Df ,!hom assist 
in the evening at the time of despatching the ma~l~, The mode 1ll wh!ch th~ busl,n~ss Df the 
department was ~ondllcted previous to the abohtIOn of the system Df detailed registry, has 
already been described ill my lettel' to' the G~vernmen~ of Bengal, No: 258. dated the 9t~ 
OctDber 1850 paragraphs 23 to 28. It has slDce been sDmewhat mDdIfied. Aftel' the mail 
packets have 'been opened, tbe fDrward letters separated, and the paid and service letters 
stamped by the Dffice peDn, each c~ellan with its contents is placed Dn .the registering ta,?te. 
A checkman tben weighs the bearmg letters to see that they are suffiCiently charged, writes 
the name ofthe dpspatching Dffice in Bengali on the back of each letter, and makes the 
whDle Dver to' the registering clerk. The regis:eriug clerk then .compares .the cDntents of 
each packet with the chelIan, and enters them In an abstract register, shDwmg the name of 
the despatching Dfficer, the number and w:ight Df th.e letters, and the postage Dn u~pajd 
letters received frDm each Dffice. The paId and serVIce letters are then sent to' the delivery 
table, and the unpaid letters made over to the" Bearing mDonshee." The bearing mODn
shee takes an aCCDunt of the number Df letters fronI each place (classing them under single, 
double, &c.), and of the postage due upDn them; and, after cDmparing the amount with the 
entry in the register, makes them Dver to ano~her checkman, by whDm they are stamped 
with the office and A.M. or P,M. stamp, and sent to the delivel'Y table. Letters which have 
been specially registered on payment of a fee, are put aside in the first instance by the mail 
openel', entered in a separate book, and made Dver to' the peons fur delivery, after all the 
other letters have been distributed. 

27. At the delivery table a daily book is kept by the delivery clerk, in which is entered 
the name of each statiDn, and the number of paid; unpaid, and service letters sent from 
thence, delivered to' each jummawallah peDn. The nine jummawallah peDns of the day, and 
the re'>t of the 4$ peons, keep detailed lists of the letters made over to them in the manner 
formerly described. All letters delivered fl'Dm the General PDst-office must pass through 
~he pe~n's hands, and appear in iheir books. Delivery of letters direct froDl the Post-office 
IS prohibited, The prDcess Df preparing the mails for the' morning delivery occupies from 
4 A,M. to 10 A.M. . 

28. The strength Df the delivery department Df the General Post-Dffice consists of four 
inspec!ors and 48 peDns. The peons wear badges numbel'ed frDm 1 to 48, and 8.re knDwn 
by theIr numbers. The authorised pay Df the head inspector is Rs. 27 a mDnth, and Df 
the Dthers. Rs. 22 each; but by ~n. arrangement sanctioned by the PDst~aster-general, 
the head mspector ~raws all addltlDnal monthly sum Df !lB. 20 (authorised by Govern
men.t for the entertamment Dftwo coachmen to' drive the accelerators) amI the Dther three 
recelye Es. 24, Rs: 23: and Rs. 21 a month respectively, two rupees bei~g- deduct~d frDm the 
salaries Df two delivermg peDns to make up the difference. PC)rty-six Df the peDns receive 
wages a~ !he rate of Rs. 8 a month, land t.he remaining twO' Rs. 6. 6.4. each. They 
all depOSit m the hands of the Postmaster-general, by way' Df security, sums Df money varying 
frQm. Rs. 200 ~o. Rs. 50. ~Dne Df the peDns call read English. thDugh SDme, from 
practIc;, can deCipher Engltsh addresses. For the purposes of delivery Calcutta and 
Its enVlrDns -are ~epal'ated into nine local divisiDns, but the limits of these di~isiDns are for 
the ~ost part Imperfectly defined, and, known ~nlr to' the peDns tl1emselves. Thel'e is no 
map In .the Gener~l Post'D~ce f~om which the ltmlts Df each division' can be ascertained, 
and a list of str~ets comprl~ed III each beat, which at the desire Df the.CO'mmissiDner was 
nrepared by the lDspectors, IS very im perfect and scarcely intelligible. The Deputy PDst
!laste~.~e.nel'al sta~es,," The peons Df a particular division take the whole Df the letters fDr' 
• Iut rlxvlSIOO, a!ld distribute them amDng tbemselvE's in the way they find mDst convenient." 
And the head lDspectO'r confirms this'statement . 

. 29. The following, however, is an approximate sketch of the boundaries of each divi
sIOn :-

, FIRST' 
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FIBST DIVISION. . App. (C,), No. t.' 
, 'North.-A line drawn f;om Police Ghat along the centre of Hare-street and the south 
side of Tank-square to Old Courthouse-street. See Enclosur (B,) 

Soutk.-A line drawn from Chand pal Ghat, along Esplanade-row to the comer of 
Government-place, east side. 

East.-A line drawn along Government-place, east side, and the centre of Old Court
house-street, from Esplanade-row to Tank-square. 

West.--The Strand, fronl Police Ghat to Chand pal Ghat. 

SECOND DIVISION. 

North.-A, line drawn from Rajah Devy Singh's Ghat eastward to the Armenian Church, 
thence along the centre of Old China Bazar-street to the corner of Radha Bazar-street, and 
thence eastward along Doomtollah-Iane to the Chit'p0re-road. 

South.-The northern boundary of the first diviSIOn. 
East.-A line drawn along 'the centre of the Chitpore-road, from tbe comer of Doom

tollah-Iane to the south-west corner ofTiretta Bazar, thence eastward to Chattawallah Gully, 
and southward through Chattawallah Gully, to Bow Bazar, thence westward through Bow 
Bazar, and along the east side of Tank-square to Mangoe-hine. 

West.-The Strand, from Jackson's Gha~ to Rajah. Devy Singh's Ghat. 

THIRD DIVISION. 

Th is division bas no strictly defined local limits. The peons deliver N agree lette1's, that is, 
letters addressed in the Hindee and Mahajunee characters, to the native merchants of the 
Buna Bazar and its vicinity, within the local limits of the fourth and sixth divisions • .. 

FOl!RTH DIVISION. 

North.-The suburbs of Cossipore, Barranagol'e, Ooterpara, and Beerpara. 
South.-The 1J0rthern boundary of the second division from Rajah Devy Singh's Ghat to 

the comer of Moorghyhutta-street, thence in a straight line along Moorghyhutta-street, Coloo
to11ah and Mirzapore-street to the corner of Amherst-street, -thence along Amherst-street 
northwards, and Currie's Church-lane, to Muchooa Bazar-road, and thence along Muchooa 
Bazar-road and Rajah Ramlochun's-road to the Salt Water Lake. 

East.-The subllrbs of Narcooldanga, Kunkergacha, Bagmal'ee, Golah Ghat, and Beer
para. 

West.-The river from Devy Singh's Ghat to Burranagore. 

FIFTH DIVISION. 

The' whole of the suburbs on the right bank of the river from Ghoosery on the north to 
the Botanical Gardens. 

SIXTH DIVISION. 

Nortn.-The southern boundary of the fourth division, from the point where Muchooa 
Bazar-street leaves Old China Bazar-street to the Salt Water Lake. 

South.-A line drawn along Esplanade-row from the corner of Government-place, then'ce 
along Chowringhee-road to the corner of J aun Bazar-street, thence along the cen~re of J aun 
Bazar-street to the Circular-road, and thence in a ~outh-westerly direction so as to include 
he suburbs of Jaunuggel', Serampore and Tupsya. 

East.-The Salt Water Lake from Tupsya to N arcooldanga. ' 
West.-The eastern boundary of the first and second divisions from the corner ofqovern

ment-place to 1\11 oorghyutta-street. 

SEVEN'.l'H DIVISION. 

North and West.-The southern boundary of the sixth division, from the corner of Jaun 
Bazar-street and Chovyringhee-rond to a point between the suburbs of Serampore and Gober
dangah: 

South.-A line drawn along the centre of Theatre-street from the corner of Chow ring bee-
road, and continued to tbe point above-mentioned. ' 

East.-Chowringhee-road from Jaun Bazar-street to Theatre-street. 

EIGHTH DIVISION. 

Comprises Fort William and Cooly Bazar, Garden Reach and Kidderpore. 

, NINTH DIVISION. 

North.-The southern boundary of the sixth and seventh divisions from Tupsya to the 
cornEr of Chowringhee-road, and thence by a line passing nort,hward of the Great Gaol to 
Allipore Bridge. 
. It includes the suburbs of Jeemt, AJlipore, Bhowanipore, Bullygunge and Gober
dangah. 

A map, on which tbese divisions are roughly marked by red lines, accompanies. See Enclosure (B.) 
• , ,,: 87. C C 3 30. The 
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30. The annexed statement shows the number' of peons employed ~n. e.ach. division, the 
number of letters and parcels given for delivery to the peons of each dIVISIOn m c:>ne month, 
the average number to be delivere~ during ~he month hy each peon~ and the da!ly averagp 
pumber of inland packets to be delivered daily by each peon. ~ da.lly av~rage m t~e case 
of ship and steam letters would be useless, as the largest porbon IS debve!ed .~urIDg two.
days of the month; that is, on the arrival of the steamer a~d the ~verland .m.a~l, Vla Bombay. 
No record is kf'pt of the free and paid steamer letters delivered In each dIVlsIOn. The total 
number, therefore, of such letters h~s been taken and distributed over .the several divi"ions 
in the same proportions as the unpaid letters. ' 

I 

ST ATEMENTshowing the Number of INLAND, SwP and STEAM LETTERS, NEWSPAPERS and P AReELS delivered in 
Calcutta and its Environs, by the Peons of each Division, during the Month of April 18M. 

INLAND. 

No. of 
Division. Free and Paid. Bearing. 

PeoJlllo J...,.,.,--=--~-~-----1-.-.,..---;---1 TOT,<£. 

Letters. Parcels. Letter.. ParceIs. 

Monthly Daily 
Ave. age A v.rag~ 
of each of each 

Peon. Penn. 

SHIP AND STEAM. 

Free I Monthly 
'and ,Bearing, TOTAL. Average 

of eacll 
Paid. ' Peon. 

-------'---------------------
1st _ 6 16,226 210 2,973 58 19,467 3,241 
2d - " 6,322 82 2,745 49 9,198 1,889 
3d - 4 3,343 43 4,954 71 8,411 2,103 
4th - 6 5,853 73 7,472 48 13,446 2,241 
5th - 3 1,076 13 507 - 1,596 532 
6th _ 6 5.635 100 3,249 69 9,053 1,509 
7th - 8 4,376 67 2,510 20 6,973 8il 
8th _ 4 3,957 14 1,036 13 5,020 1,255 
9th _ 6 4,369 192 3,014 14 7,5S9 1,264 

108 
61 
70 
75 
18 
50 
29 
42 
42 

2.440 
3,326 

794 
134 
78 

1,727 
602 
357 
194 

2,313 4,753 
3,170 6,496 

755' 1,549 
128 262 
74 152 

1,647' 3,374 
576 1,178 
339 696 
184 378 

TOTAL' - ""48 hl.l57 794 28.4601342" 80,753 """I:6s21---56-1-9-,6-5-2 - -9-,1-86-, 18,838 

'792 
1,299 

387 
44 
51 

562 
147 
176 
63' 

392 

31. Of these divisions it may be said, generatly, that the first, second, and third cOl,,1lprise 
th~~ commercial and official portion of the city, the fourth comprises that part of it which 
is almost exclusively inhabited by natives, the fifth, sixth and ninth have a considerable 
number of European inhabitants, and the seventh and eighth are chiefly inhabited by 
Europeans. 

32. On comparing the delivery of inland letters in the fourth and seventh divisions, it 
will be seen that while in the' former, which ,is almost entirely occupied by natives, and 
extends over an area of more than 12 square miles, six peons are employed to deliver 5,926 
free and paid ~lld 7,520 unpaid letters (beiqg a daily average of 75 to each peon), in the 
latter, which is almost entirely occupied by Europeans, and extends over little more than 
one square mile, eight peons are employed to deliver 4,443 paid and free, and 2,530 unpaid, 
letters (being a'daily average of 29 to each peon *). It is true that in the seventh division 
each peon has also to deliver an average of 147 ship and steam letter" during the month, 
while in the fourth division the monthly average of such If'tters delivered by each peon is only 
44; but this differeIjce does not make up for the wide contrast observable in the daily 
delivery of inland letters. Moreover, the peons of the seventh division are carried to their 
beats in an accelerator carriage, but this ae.commodation has not been extellded to the native 
town. 

33. The four European inspectors are employed professedlv to control the delivery peons~ 
and to see that letters are punctually deliver~d,t but it does· not appear that they perform 
this duty, two of them being always engaged at the General Post-office in examining the 
peons' bags, and making inquiries into \·omplaints against them of mistakes or delay in 
delivery, and the other two employed to drive the accelerators. The inspectors are expected 
to go about and see that the peons are on their beats, and indeed there is an order that 
they should do so; but this essential part of their duty appears to be altogether left undone. 
On this subje\!t Mr. Botellho, the superintendent of the General Post-office, states as 
follows: , ' 

"751. To what inspection are the peons subject 1-Thel'e are fuurinspertors, but their in
spection is merely nominal. Two of them drive the accelel'ators, one to Kidderpore-bridge, 
and the other as far as Theatre-street. They leave the office at 10 A.M. every day, and 
return by 1.30. P. M. The other two inspectors remain at the office, looking aftel' the peons' 
col.l~ctions, and making any inquiries into complaints made against the peons. These in
qUIrIes are very frequent. Not a day passes that there ale 110t five or six of them. They 
generally relate. to the late delivery or misdelivery of letters. One of the inspectors comes' 

very 

* The delivery of an unpaid letter is sai4 to occupy about ten fold the time in which a paid or fi-ee letter 
is delivered. • 

t An inspector was first appointed with a view of ensuring gIeater promptness and security in the delivery 
ofletters among the tradesmen and merchants :~" Government Order, No. 1083, dated 29th AptiI1846.
And the number was afterwards increased to five, to remedy the l!Teat obstacle to an efficient delivery, viz .. 
the difficulty of checking the peons whUe on their circuit.""':::'Poatmaster-generaZ', Letter to GlYOernment, 
No. 28, dated 18th June 1846. 
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very eal'ly in the morning to write the at~ndance of the peons, and to see that the horses App. (C.), No.1. 
are fed and eleaned. The others come at 9 A. M. ' 

• "752. Ho,w are, the inspectors, wh<;- drive the ~arriages empl.oyed during the interval be
tween th~ arnvalat the .end C?f their drive, and their return to their General Post-office?~ They 
q,o nothmg but remam with the accelerator under a tree until 1 P. M., when the peons 
return and are driven back to the office. A native coachman \\ ould do the work as well for 
much less pay. 

" 753. Would not the delivery of letters be much more efficient if the inspectol's con
stantly moved about to see that the peons were doing their duty, and to receive complaints 
against thE'm 1-undoubtedly it would." , 

. 3~. By ~Jause XXI. of the Post-office Rules, it is declared that there shall bE' t" 0 de- Delivery, how con
hveflefl dally at every General Post-office, one not later than 10 A. M., and the other at ducted. 
3 P.M., and that all letters received between 3 P.M. of the previous day and 9 A.M. 

s.hall go o~t by the fi~st deli\'ery. Thi~ rule, however, owing- to the insufficiency of estab-
lIshment, IS only partIally carru~,d out In the Calcutta General Post-office, and in reO'ard to 
the native division of the town is nearly inoperative. In the first and secor.d dl~isions, 
which are in the immediatE' vicinity of the General Post-office, the delivery takes place 
with tolerable regularity; and so lIkewise in the third division; though it is stated by the 
superintendent of the General Post-office that VE'ry Jew letters of this division are taken by 
the peons into the town, the greater part of them being delivered by the peons to the ser-
vants 'Of the native merchants who attend at the General Post-office lor the purpose. ' 

35. The mode in which the delivery of letters is conducted in the fourth or native division In the fourth 
is described in the sllbjoined extract from the evidence of Khadun Hossein, one of the letter- division. 
carriers of the division :-

"507. How many peons are there in your division ?-There are six peons in my 
division. 

"508. How many of these take out the letters of the first, and how many of the second 
delivery ?-Three of them always take out the letters of the first delivery. On some days 
one, and on other days two of these return before the second delivery takes place. The 
letters of the second delivery are taken out by all the peons of the division, including those 
who have returned from the morning delivery. 

"509. How are the letters of the first delivery divided among the three peon~ who take 
them out1-0nly letters addressed to English residents and the native gentlemen who 
residp in their own hOll!:les (ghurlullas) are taken out at the first delivery. No Bengallee 
letters go out by the first delivery, because the perso~s to whom they are addressed are not 
at their own shops early in the day, and neither can the letters be delIvered nor the postage 
due on them be realised. The peon who carries letter~ in the morning to Cossipore ap,d 
other places beyond the Circular Canal, takes also the Bengallee letters addressed to persons 
residing there~ because he remains absent on his delivery the whole day, and can distribute 
the letters to those persons in the course of it. 

"510. Does the same peada always take letters to Cossipore and other places beyond 
the Canal ?-No, we take it in tUl'DS. 

"511. Does the peada who goes to Cossipore with the e'lrly delivery take letters to Bel
gacheea, Narcooldanga and other suburbs to the eastward ?~No; there is no morning 
delivery in those places. The reason i~ that there are no wealthy people in that direction 
and very few letters to be delivered. The Iporning delivery beyond the town only includes 
Cossipore, Paukpara and Barranagore; the residt'!lts of the other suburbs in. the fourth 
division only get their letters by the afternoon delivery. 

"512. When does the peon, who takes letters to Cossipore and its vicinity in the morn
ing, return to the General Post-office 1-Generally about 8 or 9 P. M. Sometimes, when 
there are very few letters to deliver, he returns by 7 P. M., lind sometimes not till the fol
lowing morning. 

"513. How are the letters divided between the two peons who take out the town ,tetters 
at the morning delivery ?-Allietters addrt'ssed to places to the eastward of the Chltpore
road are delivered by one peon, and all to the westward by the other. Une of them takes 
the east side of the Chitpol'e-road, and the other the west side . 

.. 514. Are all the Cossipore letters invariably ta~en out at the first delivery 1-Almost 
always, and then those which arrive at the General Post·office after 9 A. M. are not delivered 
till the followmg day. But sometimes when the dawks are delayed, and only a few of them 
have come in 'in time for the mormng delivery, then the letters for Cossipore and its 
vicinity are not sent out by that delivery, but the pe~)fi remains with them at, the Post-office 
till 3 p. M., when the rest of the mails have come m, and the letters are gIven out for the 
second delivery. 

"515. On what principle are the letters of the afternoon delivery divided amon-g the peons 
of the division ?-Each peon has a partitular part of the division in which he delivers letters, 
and according to that arrangement the letters are divided amongst them." 

"528. Yuu mentioned above that each peon had his own beat in your division. How are 
letters delivered ..r hlch are addressed to persons Within the beat of the peon who goes dally 
to Cossipore ?-The peon who goes to Cossipore takes the letters of his own town beat 
which nre ready for the morning delivery, and delivers them on his way before he goes tfJ 
CosslpOie. Letters for that beat which arrivc during the day are not distributed till the 
next day. This causes a delay of two or three hours befv~e he gets. to Cossip.ore: , 

.. ;i2!). Is there an aecelelator to carry the peons to their beats In your dIVIS!On 1-No; 
, 87~ c c 4 , • ' there 
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there never has been one. There is one that goes to Garden Reach and another to Bhowani-
pore. These are the only two accelerators. . ',. d' .. 

"530. Would the employment of an accelerator ~SSlst the dehverY,lD your IVlSlon 1-
Yes; it would expedit~ the delivery. and ,g!'~atly relIeve the ~eons. 

"531. Who is the Inspector of your dlVls~on 1-Mr. ~orrtSI 
"532. What is the nature of the inspectIOn he exercises over the peons 1-He keeps a 

book of our attendance at the General Post-office,. and takes .an ac~ount of our postage 
col1e~ti6ns to see that there is not more than a certal? amount of ~earlllg po!!tage .due upon 
letters made over to us for delivery. He also exammes our receipt book of serVIce letters 
to see that they have been duly delivered. 

"533. Does the inspector of your division ever go about the town to see that the peons 
are at their duty 1-N 0, never. But if nny one refuses to pay postage for a letter dehvered 
to him I complain to the inspector and he then procE-eds to the spot and endeavours to 
compei payment. It frequently happens that those \yho dispute the demand of a peon will 
agree to pay what the inspector says is due from them." 

36. It is affirmed by the head inspector, and by the f:uperintendent of t~e General Post
office, that the peons, especially ill this division, are in the habit of employmg p~rsons o~ a 
monthly salary to deliver lettel'i' for them; and though the peon wh.o was exammed demes 
this vet he admits that othel' persons accompany the peons 011 their beats for the purpose 
of l~arninO" the business. The practice is prohibited by tlle Postmaster-general, and in fact 
'peons ha;'e been occasionally lJUnished for re!;orting to it. The residents in the nat.ive 
quarter of thE' 'town do not get their letters until late in the day. The peon who takes 
letters to Chorebagan ~nd ~he Burra Bazal' ne~er gets to his beat ~efore 4,. and often 
not until 5 P.M. There IS eVIdence to show not only that letters are delivered WIth extreme 
unpunetuality in the native quarters of the town, but that letters addressed to .natives 
generally are delivered with less expedit.ion than letters for Europeans. 

37. "The officers of the Post-office state that the beats in the fourth division are greatly 
preferred by the letter carriers to those where Europeans reside; and that while there is 
great difficulty in filling up the vacant situation of a letter-carrier in Chowringh'ee, there is 
a great competition for such situations in the native tOWIl. It is generally believed that, in 
addition to presents received by the peons on Hindu holidays, they make a fixed charge of 
half an anna in additi<:>n to the postage on alllettel's delivered to natives, at least to all such 
as are weak enough to submit to the imposition. 'rhe great native mel'chants in the Burra 
bazar are said to allow the peons of the third division half an anna 011 every letter, and to 
settle their postage aC'count~ Vlith them once ill every six months. The peons pay into the 
General Post-office the postage on alliettel's delivered, and find their profit in the accom
modation which the merchants derive from the arrangement. 

38. There are only three peons attached to the fifth division, which includes the whole of 
the suburbs on the right bank of the Hooghly. Two of them go out at the morninp' and 
one at the afternoon deliverv, and none of them retum to the General Post-office until the 
nex.t morning. Letters sent put by the morning delivery do not reach Bishop's College 
unbl 5 P.M. 

f39. The mode in which the delivery is made in the sixth division is detailed in the 
eVIdence of J ummuruddeen, one of the letter-carriers :_ • 

"546. How many peons are tllere in Y9ur division; and of these, llOW many take out the 
letters of the first, and-how many of the second delivery 1-There are seven peons. The 
number of those W~Q take o~t the, letters of the first delivery depends upon the number of 
the letters to be dehvered. Sometimes only tllre~ go with them, and sometimes four. If 
th~~e are a great many letters fo~ delivery, five pe.ons occasional~y go out at lOA. 111. 

547. Has ea~h peon a partlc?lar beat of hIS own 1-Yes; my beat is entirely to the 
eastwar~ ohhe Circular-road, an~ mcludes Sealdah, Harritollah, Choonaputty, Ballia Ghatta
ro~?, Nlmuk Ch~w~ey, KootgunJ, Chill~rihatta, Soura alld Narcooldanga-road. 

548. When It IS your turn -to remam at the General Post-office at the time of the 
morning delivery, wh? take~ your letters to their destination 1-Th~ few English letters 
there may be for res~dents m Sealdah are taken out by peon No. 30, but the native letters 
are not taken out until 3 P. M. 

"549. How lo~g does it take you to complete the delivery in yOUl" beat ?-If I take out 
the lett~rs at 10 0 clock, I have als? to deliver the town lettel's in the beat of peon No. 30" 
and thiS ta~es me nearly f?ur .boul'!'. I do not, therefore. get to my proper beat until 
2 P.M., and. It takes ~e uutll nIght to complete the delivery. I return to the General 
Post-office m .the morn mg. 

"650 .. Who is the inspector of your division 1-Mr. Duncan. . 
~'551. Does he go ab(!ut the divi~i~n to see that the peons are at their beats, and that the 

resld~nts ha~e no compl~lnts to make 111 respect to the delivery of their letters 1-His busi
n~ss IS to drive the accelerator "'hich takes the peQns of the seventh division to their beats 
WI~? the letters of the morning delivery. He never comes into our division • 

. . ~52. Then wha~ do you understand to be his duty in regard to the peons of your 
dlV/slo~ 1-He ~uestlOn~ us as to the ~m.ount of beal'i~g postage realised, and as to the number
?f bea~lIlg lettel s ul~dehvered, and stl!l 10 our possessIOn. Sometimes, but ,'ery rarely, if there
IS a mlsunderstandlllg ~etween a l'esl?ent and one of the peons, \'especting the delivery of a 
letter, or th~ ·demand 01 postage, the mspector goes to the spot to settle the matter. He has' 
nevel' been m my beat." 

40. The-



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &c. IN INDI1\. 209 
40. The letters of the seventh, eightb and ninth divisions are delivered with greater punc- App. (C.), No.1. 

tuality than those of any other. Two accelerators leave the General Post-office daily at _ 
10 A. M., with the peons of these divisions, who take the letters of the morning delivery, one ~ the seven~, 
going in the direction of Chowringhee, and the other to Kidderpore. The peons are dropped dig~f:h, and nmth 
at their several beats, and the accelerators remain at a fixed place until 1 P.M., when they VlSlOns. 

return to the General Post-office with such of the peons as can rejoin them in time. The 
peons who go to the more distant beats, even of these divisions, usually return on foot in 
the course of the afternoon. The accelerators do not take out the peons at the second 
delivery. There is no order requiring the peons of these or any other of the divisions to 
return to ~he General Post-office at any specific hour, or to report the time at which they 
deliver letters, but if anx inordinate delay takes place, they are called to account, and are 
punished at the discretion of the l?ostmaster-genel'al. I 

41. The accelerators used at the Calcutta General Post-office are not well suited for the Accelerators. 
purpose. They are much too heavy, and are not constructed so as to admit of the ready 
lllgress and egress of the peons. 

42. When the peons return to the General Post-office they account for the postage on Method of account
the unpaid letters delivl'red to them, in the mode described in the following extract from iug for postage col~ 
the eVIdence of the treasurer at the General Post-office:- - lected by the peons. 

"254. How is the postage on bearing letters paid into the treasury ?-The peons pay 
the amount of their daily collections, under the head of 'Europe and country letters.' 
The former is supposed to include all ship and. steam letters, from whatever part of the 
world they come, and the latter includes bearing postage on all country letters and ban~hv 
parcels. The bearing moonshees furnish my department every day with an account, showmg 
the number of bearing letters and parcels made over to each peon, and the amount of postaae 
due on them; and we debit the amount to the several peons in a separate book, in whi~h 
there are 48 accounts current; one with each peon. The peons bring their daily collections, 
and receive credit for the same, under the head of ' Europe and country letters,' and under 
the same heads corresponding credits are given ill the accounts of the General Post-office. 
The peons' accounts are balanced monthly, and besides this, we are in the habit of giving 
a memorandum of the state of the peons' accounts, at any time whenever the Deputy 
Postmaster-general desires to know the amount of bearing postage unaccounted for." 

"255. Do the peons' accounts usually agree with those furnished by the bearing moon-
. shees 1-1n the gross they do, but the detail is almost always incorrect, because the peons are 
not able properly to distinguish between inland and ship or steam letters, and they con
stantly enter in their accounts the postage collected on one kind as if it had been collected 
on the other. 

"256. Then, in point of fact, the amount of bearing postage credited in the daily cash 
acco;mt, under the several heads of' Letter' and' Ship imported,' does not represent the exact 
amount of each kind of postage realised, but whatever the peons choose to pay in under those 
two heads 1-lt does; but in the monthly cash account the gross amount of bearing postage 
due is brought to credit, and must be accounted for; but we cannot give a detail of the uncol
lected portion of it, which remains in inefficient balance, nor can it be precisely said, under 
what heads the monthly collections of bearing postage ought properly to be credited. The 
gross balance, however, is perfectly correct. 

"257. 'Vould it be possible to obtain from the peons a correct detail accountofbealing postage 
realised 1-N ot under the present system of delivery, and the mode in which the peon's accounts 
are kept. The only way that occurs to me, is to employ a person in eacb division, or one 
for' every two divisions, who should be an accountant and supervisor, and whose business it 
should be to keep a separate account of each kind of postage due on every letter, and see 
that the peons' daily realisations were Drought to credit under the proper heads. These 
accountants might be employed as inspectors of the peons, and might also account to the 
treasury for the collections of each division, instead of a separate account being kept 
as at present with each peon. This would greatly simplify the transaction of business in my 
department." 

43. A statement showing the amount of bearing postage, outstanding on unpaid letters 
delivered to each peon, is prepared daily and laid before the Postmaster-general. 

44. The inspectors examine the peons' bags daily, and inquire into the causes which pre
vent the delivery of letters. Undelivered letters are taken to the dead letter department, 
and the clerk of that department determines whether they shall be again made over to the 
peons for delivery, or whether thev shall be forwarded or made remaining. "The peons," says 
the head inspector, " sometimes "keep letters instead of delivering them or bringing them 
back to the Post-office in their baas. Several cases have occurred in which the inspectors 
have gone to the peons' houses, ~nd examined the peons' boxes in their preseDce, when 
letters have been found which ought to have been delivered. These cases have gpnerally 
arisen in consequence of the peon .not being able to find the addressee, and being afraid to 
produce the undelivered letter to the mspectors. 

" Bearing letters they must either deliver, or account for the postage due on them; but 
we ~ave no me.ans of knowing whether the peons deliver post-paid letters or not, unless the 
parbes complaw." 

i There is a column in the peons' books for the receipt of the party to whom letters. are 
delivered, but this is scldom filled up • 
. 87. D D 45. In 
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46. In order to testthe efficiency of the Calcutta, delivery, the, undelivered letter~ of· 1.8 

days, 56& in munber, were made oyer to four specJ3.1Iette1"'carners~ whose sole busmess It 
W!lS tOl diseover· the addressees and deliver as, many of the letters as tbey could. At the- end 
of 31 fortnight they llad deJive/ec:J sevell paid and 41 b~aring lette~s, being ~bout 8l per cent. 
of th~ waole nomber. With the ·same object, 50? hsts of ~atlY'e uncl,almed letters ~ere 
printed daily in Bengalee and Hindee for a fortn~ght, and distributed In ~11 p'arts of the 
town, but not one single application for' an undelivered letter ensued. :WIth reference to 
these experiments,. Mr. Tayler, the Postma.ster~general, obs~rved': "There l,S no doubt that, ~,. 
extr3llabour and expense, a certain per-centage of undelivered Jetters might be placed all 
the hands. of the addressees; but whether the end would justify the means, is questionable." 

46. In this department there are employed a manager and ~2 clerks, of who!D- eight are 
receivers and six che~kmen. At the time of despatching the n:~lls they r~celve. assistance ~rom 
sixteen of the clerks In the other departments, of the, Clffice. Ihe mode In whICh the busIDes8 
was conducted in this. dppartment previous to the discontinuance of the detailed registry of 
letters is des.cribed in paragraphs 4 to 22 of my letter to the Government of Bengal, No. 
25,8, dated 9th October 1850. It has since been considerably modified. The letters posted 
ai'the windows of the General Post-office are now delivered direct by the checkmen to the 
examiners or despatchers, and' the interference of the sorter~ sircars, and registry cl~l'ks i~ 
dispensed with. The letters posted at the town chokies are sent to the General Post-office, 
accompanied only with abstract lists, showing the number of service. post-paid, and unpaid 
letters for each station, with the postage realised on the paid letters., These letters, OIl arri,._ 
ing at the General Post-office. are now merely co,rnpared with the lists, and then made ove~ 
to the examiners (.If the several divisions. As soon as all the letters are in the hinds of th~ 
examiners, duplicate chellans. or letter hills are made out for each statio~ olle copy of 
which is put up in the packet, and'the other retained in the office for record, in place of an 
abstract -register. * 

47. Letters which the senders desire should be 'Specially registered on payment of the pre
scribed fee 'Of eight ann as are delivered to one Qf the clerks of this department, by whom ~ 
separate receipt. is given for each letter. The partiCUlars of the letters are then entered in a. 
book kept for the purpose, and in the letter bills; and the letters are despatched with a dupli
cate receipt, to be signed by the parties to whom they are delivered. 

48. There are six receiving-houses in Calcutta and,the suburbs, at which letters may be 
posted. These are are at the following pIac,es :- ' 

1. At 'the corner of Camac-street and 'Park-street. 
2. At Jorasanko, near Machooa Bazar-street. 
3. At Bang Bazar. • 
4, At B~owanypore.: . 
5. At BOitakhana, near the cornet of Loll ,Bazar-street and the Circular-road. 
6. At 'Kidderpore. .. 

49. At each receiving-house there is- a receiver, fol" whom the treasurer at the General 
Post-office is l'esponsible, and :who is appointed on hiS' nomination. 

5~. The receiving-hou~es ar~ nominally open from 11 A..M. to 4,P.M. every day, but the 
~ecelvers are not !egl~lar Ill,thelr attendance. EaCD receiver ha.s Ii locked box, with a. slit.in 
It, the k,ey ~f whIch I~ kept ~t the General Post.office. The receiver weighs each letter and 
stamps I~ WIth the paId, ser.vlce. or bearIng stamp. as the case may be i writes the amount at 
postage In the stamp ~nd ~n the,sender's dawk book.; and enters the address, weight, aad 
postage of each Jetter m ~ list which he keeps. The Jetter is then dropped into the bog, and 
c~nnot beta.~eI?- out again exc~pt at. the Generaf Post-office whp.re the key is kept. 'At 11 
o clock the ~Ist IS also ,dropped Into the box, and the box is sent by a peon, together with the 
postage realIsed on paId letters, to the General Post-office. The boxes are then opened and 
the letters compared with the list, sorted into divisions, and despatched. 

51. A return of the number of covers posted at the Calcutta reccivin"'-hou!'Ies durina' the 
monthh ofhJ uly 1850 is appended. The total number is 17,693, and th; amo~nt of po~taO'e 
on t e c argeable covers Rs.l,961. 15. 6. '" 

52. Thi~ departmeI?t is, under a ~anager, assisted by 16 clerks, two of whom are also 
employed m the evemng.In despatchmg the inland mails. On the arrival and des atch of 
ove~l~nd r anhd ~ea~er malls, nearly ,the whole strength of the office is taxed to assiS ill dis
Pfs~~ °Sl ~ e d,sSness that devolves on tIllS department. The mode ill which the business 
~ ~ I~b dn. team department of the General 'Post-office is conducted has already 

deetnd geshcfOl e bIn Plaragraphs 31 to 39 of my letter te) the Government of Bengal No 258 
a e t eta er ast the only modificat' . 't d db' , . • d t 'I d' d ' " IOn,s smce 111 ro uce eIn'" the discontinuance of 
e a1 e regIstry, an the registratIOn of special letters on payment of a fee. 

53. The 

• This lUTangement has been introduced bv the D t p. t ' 
General Post-office during the proO'ress of my inq , epu f th?S kn:,ter-general, in charge of the Calcutta 
recommended was the suhstitution of an ab;tract for ~7tan In _e has gone' a step too far. The plan 1 
abstract register, which is n (pere re-cord of the contents ~f th:d ch1ister of aU letters. The preparation o~ an 
than that of a separate duplicate of each chellan' a d th ," an~. would take no more trouble or tIme 
and for checking the dally receipts of postage than'a b

U 
rull e ri'ster1would ~e far more handy for reference, 

of paper and prmtiIlg, in respect to these duphcate chellan: ~ als~s~~~:r~~l:.can possibly be. The waste 
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; »3_ The aCCDunts of the steam postage due to Her Majesty's Govern~entare kept in t~ 
department. An aCco~llt current is kept and .furnished quarterJy to .the London ,General 
Pos t· office. On one sIde of the account, the Calcutta General ,Post-office is ,debited with 
the amount of steam postage. dlW on letters sent to or -despatched from Calcutta Penangs 
and Singapore, by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company~s steam~s, ,under 
the .following heads: 

1. Unpaid1etters from England. 
2. Paid letters to England. 
3. Paid letters to and unpaid letters frQIU 'British Possessions. 
4. Letters sent to and received from Alexandria" Suez, Mar.seilles, &c.. 
5. L~ose letters. 

54. On the other side of the account, the Calcutta General Post-office is credited with the 
amount of postage on British and foreign letters passing through the General 'Post-office to 
and from all places eastward of India, on mis-sent, re-directed, dead .and .returned letters. and 
with the remittances made to London during the quarter. A balanca 1$ then :sn:uck w.va. 
;riably, and indeed almost necessarily, in. fa.vour of the 1.ondon 'Post-omce, and hrought Jor .. 
ward in next quarter's account. ' 

55. The entries on the debtor side of the account are .supported by vouchers, showin<" the 
several amounts due on the letters of each class, 'received at 'or despatched from each of the 
above places by each s,teamer during the quarter; and these amounts must agree with the 
entries in the Jetter bills which accompany the mails, copies of which are also furnished with 
the ~uarterly accounts. 

M. In the :letter, bills from London there.are two colllJIlils, one for the, postage doe on 
, -tmpaid letters according flo the London aCCDDDt, and ,the ather for the postage on the \Same 

letters according to the Calcutta,' PEnang, or Singapore account. There is :almost invariably 
a discrepancy between the amount of postage on unpaid letters as calculated in London and 
in India, the, one being som~times more -and sometimes 'less than the other; but the amount 
ealeulated in India is always entered in the aecount current, and accepted as CQrrect by the 
London General Post-office. 

67. The entries oIl the credit side are supported> first, by vouchers showing the amobnt 
credited to Bengal on ,all ,covers passing through the post-offices of Calcutta, Benaug,1I.Dd 
Singapore, to and, from ,places to the eastward of Indi!/.. and sent 'by each steamer., Fot 
all such covers" ~redit is allowed .to tbe IndiaI\ Post-office at the rate of fourpllnce for every 
letter, and twopence for every newspaper. These -covers and the postage allowed upon 
them, are separately' entered in the letter bills, 'With which the vouchers must agI:ee. 
Secondly, by vouchers -showing the postage due on mis-sent and mis-directed letters for
warded by steam to otber pos[-Qffices. Thirdly, by vouchers showing the postage due on 
dead letters returned by steamer to England, the Red Sea, or ports in Asia. And lastly by 
a"Voucher showing the amount remitted during tbe quarter by the accountant to the Gov~rn
ment of Bengal on account of steam-postage, by bills drawn at the fixed rate of two shillings 
the Company's rupee on tbe Court of Directors, in favour of tbe Po~tmaster-general of tile 
United Kingdom. 

I 6B. To. enable the Postmaster-general.of Calcutta to furnish,these accounts 'quarterly 1IIi 
the London General Post-office, heis .supplie.d ,by the Penang and ,Singapore postmasters 
with similar accounts for their respective post-offices. which he incorporates with his own. 
The number of 'documents furnished from Calcutta to the London General Post-ofIice 
for the quarter ending with the '6th JulyJS50'was.217; viz., 1 account current, 14 vouchers. 
10 inner vouchers, and 192 letter hills. 

, 59. The London General Post-office receives no postage accounts from any post-office iq 
the .Bengal Presidency, except from Calcutta, Singapore, and Penang, and from the two 
last only mediately through the first. It takes no cognizance of the post-offices in the 
interim', and looks to the Calcutta General Post-office for all steam postage due on letters 
sent to and from this side of India, whether inland or not. But the steam postage on 
letters received at and seni from Calcutta and other stations in the Bengal Presidency, 'Via 
Bombay or Madras, is accounted for in the first instance, as will presently be shown, to th~ 
Postmaster.general of Bombay or Madras, and by him to the ,London General Post-office. 
oN a account whatever is taken in India of the steam postage 011 paid letters received at Or 
unpaid letters despatched from any post-office; but the amount of unpaid postage due on all 
letters, except those sent to the London General Post-office, is entered in the letter bills. 

60. On the arrival of tbe montbly steamer at Calcutta, the forward letters are separated 
from those intended for delivery in Calcutta, and a statement of postage due on unpaid 
letters or' each class is prepared in the steam department. which, after being attested by the 
Deputy Postmaster-general, is made pver to tha accountant's department of the General 
Post-office. Here the amount of steam postage due on Calcutta letters is entered in the 
appropriate column of an abstract of bearing postage, and has to be accounted for by the 
peons to whom tbe letters are made over for delivery. The peons, however, make no distinc
tion in their accounts between steam and inland postage due on letters entrusted to them. 
They account for all postage in the gross, so that without an examination of the peons' 
accounts, and of the letters remaining in their hands, it cannot be said ,what proportion of 
the postage collected on bearing letters is "Inland," and what proportion" Steam;" but.in 
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ti 't' d th t ali steam postaue is collected, and that the amount of bearing 
pra~ ce I tl~ a~ull\e t a 'ven time is 0;' account of inland letters. At, the end of each 
pos ahge ou S an almg a any gtd of steam postage including that realised on paid letters 
mont a gener memoran um "d 1 tt 'd . d ' 

osted at the Calcutta General Post-office, and due on u~pal e ers receIve , IS prepare In 
lhe steam de artment and transferred to the accountant s department of ~e General Post
office, to eth~r with detailed lists, showing the amount due on fo!ward unpaId lette~s sent to 
ever otCer station. The amount of steam postage due on unpaId Calcutta letters, IS ~ntered 
in t6e bod of the monthly cash account of the General Post-office, as an actual recel~t, the 
uncollecte1 ortion of it being held in inefficient balance, together WIth all unco~ected .inIand 
postage on ~npaid letters. The ]ists of forward unpaid letters are also submitted WIth the 

th1 cash account as vouchers for the amount of postage due on them, and counterpart 
li~t~ o/those forward~d to st~tions in the North-west Provinces, Madras or Bombay, are 
also prepared in the Calcutta General- Post-office, and forwarded severally to the Postmasters-
general of those Presidencies. 

, 61. The postage on unpaid steam letters forwarded to other stations in the Lower Province~, 
if collected, is entered as a receipt in the body of the monthl~ cash account ,of the Mofus!'il 
post-offices, submitted to ~e accountant to Government, and If uncollected, IS accounted for 
in a memorandum of bearmg steam postage at the foot. 

62. The steam postage on unpaid letters br~ught in the ~rst instance t? Calcutta, and 
forwarded to stations in the North-west PrOVInces, Madras, or Bombay, IS accolmted for 
by the several Postmasters-general, as realised, to the accountant to the.. Government of 
Bengal; and the s~eam postage realised on unpaid letters, brought by th~ monthly steam.er to 
Penang and Singapore, is shown in the monthly cash acco~nt submItted by ~he .resldent 
councillors of the Straits Settlements. The accountant remIts the whole reahsatlons, as 
shown above, by a bill on the Ho~ourable Court of Directors in favour of the Postmaster
general of London, at the fixed exchange of 2 s. the rupee. 

-68. The accountant to the Government of Bengal keeps no account of the demand of stea'ID 
postage on unpaid letters, or of the amount remaining uncollected.' He merely compiles 
from the cash accounts of the General Post-office and Mofussil post-offices of the Bengal 
Presidency, and from returns furnislied by the Postmasters-general of Madras, Bombay 
and Agra, a statement of steam postage actually supposed to be realised, and remits-the 
amount to London. The uncollected balance, after allowing for postage due on letters sent 
to and from places to the eastward of India, and for mis-sent, re-directed, dead, and returned 
letters, is exhibited in the quarterly account current furnished to the London General Post
office. 

64. Now, in respect to the steam 'postage 011 unpaid l~tters delivered in Calcutta, it is 
manifest that the amount d~e being entered in the cash account as an actual receipt. and the 
inefficient balance ma~ing no distinction betweenJlteam and inland postage, Her M;ajesty's 
Government may, and 'do frequently, if not invariably, receive a remittance on account of 
postage which has actually not been realised. It is true that the postage on refused letters, 
or those of which the addressees cannot be found, may afterwards be credited to the Indian 
Government in tile steam accounts of the Calcutta General Post-office; but the transaction 
is not correctly represented, because the whole amount of steam postage due on Calcutta 
letters is sent to Her Majesty's Government, whether it be collected or not, and a deduction 
is made on account of the Calcutta dead letters from the balance of steam postage due to 
~er Majesty's Government upon letters forwarded to other stations. It so happens that there 
IS a large balance of unrealised steam postage which remains to be acco'unted for to the 
London General Post-office from which these deductions can be made in the current account 
of each month; but if it were otherwise, Her Majesty-'s Government might frequently be ShOWll 
a debtor to the East India Company for the postage on dead letters, which, thouo-h never 
realised, had been duly accounted for and sent to England. 0 

65, This ullrealised balance of steam postage amounted, at the close of the quarter ending 
5th July 1850, to 2,592[.198". olcl. and seems to be increasing. It is due in small slims 
from an infinite numbe~ of postmasters _in all the Presidencies; but neither the Postmaster
ge~er~l nor the accountant to the Government of Bengal can give an accurate account of 
the balance, becau:"e, so far at le~st ~s regards the post-offices in the Lower Provinces, the 
former know~ n<!thmg of the reahsatIons of postage in Mofussil offices, except as they are 
r~ported to hIm 111 the gross by the accountant, and the latter takes no coa-oizance whatever' 
eIther of the demand of postage on forward letters, or of the remissio~ on dead and re
turned }etters, but credits Her Majesty's Government with the realisation of steam postage 
shewn In the accounts of each postmaster (those of the General Post-office beina- as I have 
shewn, always erroneous) without further inquiry. Statements of forward unpaid' letters and 
of the steam postage due' on them are furnished to the accountant with the monthly cash 
account of ,t~e General Post-office, and the memorandum of steam postage at the foot.ef 
!he Mofussd. Po~t-office cash acc<;mnts would enable the accountant to trace each letter to 
ItS fin~l desf:in~tlOn, and see .that l~ was properly accounted for i but no use is made of these 
checks, nor IS It ever ascerta~ned e~tber .that the steam postage credited as " Forward" in the 
memorandum of one o~ce IS debIted 10 the memorandum of the office to which it is for
warded, or tha~ the cre.dlt taken for p,ostage on dead letters is really supported by the return 
of tIle letters In queshon to the Genel'al Post-office. It would be a work of immense 
labour, difficulty, and expense, if not altogether impracticable, now ,to trace out all the 

unpaid 
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llnpaid letters that have been forwarded to Mofussil stations in the Lower Provinces since A () N 
f . d d pp. C., o. I. 

the system 0 steam accounts was mtro uce , and to shew an exact account of the postage 
due upon them. . 

66. A statement of steam postage realised on letters dispatched f,onl the Bt>nO'al Presi
.dency, via. Calcutta, by the Peninsulal' and Oriental Company's steamers, is in like mallner 
compiled by the accountant to the Government of ,Bengal, from the cash accounts of the 
General and Mofussil Post-offices, and the amount included in the periodical remittance to 
England. As all such letters must necessarily pass through the Calcutta General Post
office, they are there entered in the combined quarterly account of steam postaD'e; but no 

.-comparison is ever made between this account and the statement of actual real~ations pre-' 
pared by the accountant. 

67. The steam postage due on letters either received at or sent from stations in the 
Lower Provinces of the Bengal Presidency, vi8. Bombay, is accounted for to the London 
General Post-office by the Postmaster-general of Bombay. A list of unpaid letters, sent 
from Bombay to the several stations in the Lower Province!', is fUl'Dished by the Postmaster
general of Bombay to the Postmaster-general of Calcutta, and is by the latter transferred to 
the accountant to the Government of Bengal. 'fife accountant notes the realizations of 
:Bombay steam postage from the cash accounts of the General and subordinate Post-offices, 
and fUl'Dishes quarterly statements of them to the Postmaster-general of Bombay. Credit 
is given in account to the Bombay Presidency for the amount of Bombay steam postage 
thus realized, and it is remitted from Bombay to England bva bill on the Honourable Court 
of Direetors. The accountant to the Govel'Dment of Bengal undertakes to check the rea
lizations of Bombay steam postage, by comparing the entl'ies in the cash accounts of the 
several postmasters, and in the memorandums of steam postage at the foot of those accounts, 
with the lists of letters received from Bombay, and with a statement of returned letters which 
the Bombay Postmaster-gt'neral also fUl'Dishes; but owing, as it is said, to insufficien(:y of 
bands, and also, it may be added, to imperfect arrangements, the work is greatly in arrears, 
and the check is Dot effective. 

68. The inland and steam postage due on unpaid overland letters received at the Calcutta 
General Post-office, via Bombay, is entered in the first instance in the office abstract of 
bearing postage, under the head of" Ship postage," the delivery peOl!S being responsible for 
it in gross. The steam postage is afterwards entered separately in the monthly cash ac
count, under the head of "Boulbay Presidency," according to the memorandum furnished 
by the ship and steam department of the office. But as in the case of unpaid steamer let
ters vi8. Calcutta, the uncollected portion of the steam postage is merged in the inefficient 
,balance under the general head of " Bearing postage," the whole of which is assumed to be 
due on inland letters. The above remarks are applicable to the steam postage on unpaid 
letters sent to stations in Bengal vi8. Madras, which is accolJnted for in like manner to the 
Postmaster-general of that Presidency. • .. 

69~ In the North-west Provinces, a more systematIc endeavour is made to account for 
the collection of steam postage forwarded to that division of the Bengal Presidency from 
Bombay, Madras, and Calcutta. 

70. The Postmaster-general of the North-west Provinces 1S furnished every month by the 
Postmasters-general of Calcutta. Madras, and Bombay, with lists shewing the amount pf 
steam postage due to Her Majesty's Government on account .of letters received from post .. 

. offices ofthe North-west Provinces, and despatched from Calcdtta, Madras, and Bombay in 
each month; and on account' of letters received by steam and forwarded fl'Om Calcutta, 
Madras, and Bombay, tt) j;tations in the North-west Provinces during the same month. 
These lists show the llumber of letters Ieceived from and despatched to. each station, their 
weight, and the postage due upon them., 

71. Each postmaster in the North-west Provincell ful'Dishes the Postmaster-general with 
monthly statements showing the steam postage due on letters received from Calcutta, Madras, 
and Bombay during each month, and on letters despatched to Calcutta, Madl'aR, and Bom
'bay ,during the sa"?e month. To the former is added the steam p.0~tage due on forward 
letters received durIng the month from other post-offices; and from It IS deducted the steam· 
postage due on letters recei!ed from ~ach of the Presidency towns during the same month, 
and forwarded to ot.her statIons. 

72. These monthly statements are supported QY the following vouchers: (I) Chellans of 
letters received flom the Presidency towns 1 (2) Return cbellans ofletters despatched to the 
Presidency towns; (3) Return chellans of letters forwarded to other stations. No vouchers 
are sent for forward lettels received from other stations, but the entries are checked by the 
accounts ofthe forward offices. 

73. The statements are compared in the Postmaster-general's office "ith the lists ,received 
from the Pl'esidency towns, and, until they agree, explanations are called for from the several 
'postmasters of the stations where discrepancy exists. 

74. Monthly accoun~s are then prepare? in the Postmas~er-general's office, ~ne for each 
Presidency town, showmg on the debtor SIde the letters receIved from each PreSIdency town 
.during the month; with the,postage due on them, the postage due on letters forwarded from 
Post-offices in other Pre~idencie$, and the postage due on letters despatched from the North-
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" h P 'd nc town On the credit side is exhibited the collections of 
west Provhmce~ tobeac f) ~:s;s for~arded' to other Presidencies with the postage due on them,. 
postagE', t e num er 0 e e - , 
and the ~eturnecl letters. " ' 

75. A similar statement of steam postage ~n leiters received from 'll~d despatched to·each 
Presidenc town in eadl month, is prepared 10 the Post,master-general s office from the, same 

. 1 Y d t t the accountant North-west ProvlDces. But as letters posted 'In the materia s an sen 0 , 'd th P 'd ' 
North-w:st Provinces in one month may frequently be 'receIve at e' resl e?ey towns In 

th onth and V'ce versa it is obvious that the two ,sets of accounts WIn not agree~ 
ano er m , • " d . tb P ttl' The a arent discrepancy is reconClled by an endors~ment ma e lD, e, os, Dlas er-genera s 
office ~~ the back of tQe lists received from ~he Presidency towns, shOWIng. ho",,:'mu('h ufthe-

ostage therein required to be accounted for ~s 1ue on letters,posted o~,recelved In the North
~est Provinces in one,month, and how mUCll m another. rhe credIt. on account of steam, 
postage in the monthly caf;h account of each postmaster must agree WIth the amount shown 
in his monthly statement of steam 'postage. -

, 76. Now, if the steam 'postage on a1l1et~~rs sent frb~ oI;e'part i~ India to another,.oI' to 
India from the United Kingdom or any ~ntlsh, possesslo~, be prepaId by ~tamps, ~nd If t~e 
steam postage on all letters sent from IndIa be eIther prepaId by st~mps 01' left unp,ald, then It 
miO"ht be expected that Her Majesty's Government w?uld not object to allow tI1'e ~ast. India 
Co~pany to take credit for the small amount. or unpaId steam postage due on foreIgn letters. 
sent to India, and the whole of the volumino,us steam accounts !law kept between the 
Indian Presidency post-offices and the London Gen~'al :rost-office mIght then be al~og~thel' 
got rid of. 

, 77. But under any ,circumstances it ,seems 'very, doubtful wh~ther the time and labour' elt
pended in accounting for the steam po~tage on ea~h letter'.(whICh so far at least as Bengal 
lS concerned, is very ineffectually and Imperfectly done) 'mIght not be advantageously s~ved 
by 'simply accounting to the Lond,on General Post-offiee for ~he steam 'postage, due On all 
unpaid letters received and all paId letters despatched accordlng'to the letter bills, and the 
amount entered. in. the combined .quarterly account of each Presit;Jency; deducting, the 
amount due on letters sent to and from places ,to the eastward 'of Indla, and the Pt?stage,oll 
returned letters and newspapers. There seems no reason Tor'taking such extreme pains to: 
trace each letter to its eventual destination, and'to see that the postage is separatelyac
counted for, when no such check is attempted in the case of postage on inland l~tters. The 
ihland postaa-e due on a steamer letter is Trequently more-than the steam postage due on the 
same letter ; "and the total amount of inlan8 postage collec~ed in a' y'ear greatly exceeds the
amount of steam postage rem,itted annually to Her Majesty's .Government. And,as the 
Indian Government is held responsible for the ,balance shown in the quarterly acc,ounts, ll!Id 
must make it good'either in money or',by the production of1undelivered letters; much useless 
la~our would be saved if the amount were remitted p'eriodically to Her .Majesty's Govern
ment, and no endeavour made to ascertain the precise way in which it is collected. The 
postmasters,might still "credit the collections of 'steam postage under a separate head in 
their a,ccounts, although the check, over its separate realization weI;8 no> longer exercised. 

78. It must be remelIlbered that t.he Governmen1.of India ;maintains the est~blishments. 
necessary for keeping the steam· postage accounts without the' smallest :remnneration. 'The
w~ol~ of the steam postage go~s to Her Maje~ty's Governmeut; and, even ~upposin~ ~at 
thIS clrcumstance'was duly conSIdered at the tlm~ vyhen the last contract With the Pemn
sular and Oriental Company was entered into,.and the share payable by the East India 
Company fixed, yet"it 'seems preposterous 'that such excessive care' should be 'taken to 
prepare an accurate detailed account of the way in which this postage is realised when no 
such course is followed with regard to postage of any other description. The accountant 
to the GOvernment ofB,engal, the Postmaster-general of Bengal, and the Postmaster-general 
ci the North-west ProvInces, have recommended that these accounts should be discontin1iled, 
and in this recommendation I concur. 

Dead letterdepal-t- ,'79. Th~ establishment of this, which is also called the Miscellaneous department, consists-. 
ment. <?f an a~slstant and seven ~lerks, two of whom ,are e.xclus~vely occupied in receiving news

papers In the Inland .Rp.cel~t department. The duty of the derks in this department is to 
take, charge of al11etters directed to the General Pdst-office, to await till called for; ,to 
~~celve fi'om the peons all letters ofwhich the addressees cannot be found in Calcutta; and 
eltht;r to forward them ta other stations, or to keep them until tbe addressees are forth
commg.. Lettel's so kept are techt;Jically said to be ,made" remaining." These letters are 
entered ill t'!o books, 011~ for Engltsh .an.d t~e other for native letters, with the postage due 
on those whIch ar~ unpaId; an~ credIt IS gIven to the peons for the postage on all such 
letters. Quarterly lists of each kmd are made out for publication in the" Calcuttb. Gazette ." 
~nd, in regard ~o English letters~ other iIl:q~iries are made by the assistant j but no noti~e 
IS taken of nabve letters once made remammg, except to publish them in th13 "Calcutta 
Gazette,":and after the lapse of 18 !Donths to open and de~troy them. It is also the duty 
of the assI,stant at the b~ad of thiS department .to receive instructions for the disposal of 
letters, 1 hese he enters lU a book, and co~mu,nlCates to the officers of the other deRart. 
~ellts ,~f the General Pos~-~ffice:. The publIcatIOn of the quarterly lists of English letters' 
l!l t~e ~alcutta G~ette IS said to lead t? numerous applications for them, but only 12 
applIcatIOns have hlthel'to been-made for natIve letters so published. The number ofletter:s 

I and 



PO$TAL COMMUNICATION, &c. IN INDIA. 21$ 

'and newspapers made" remaining" at the General Post-office in the first quarter of 1849 was App. (C.); No.1. 
933 paid, 4,857 unpaid, 3;nd 74 free; making a total of 5,864 covers. 

80. Letters refused for payment of postage are also made over bv the peons to the. Refused ietters. 
assistants in this department, but until last year no refused native letter was ever returned 
to the sender. There is- reason to think that many letters, which are really refused for the 
payment of postage, are represented by'the peons to be for parties who cannot be found, 
and it is certainly in the· power of the peons to assign any cause they choose for the 
non .. delivery of letters, without the least fear that any mi,,;statements they make will be 
detec:ted. By a return received from the General Post-office, it appears that the number of' 
Ul1pdld lettel's and newspapers refused for postage at Calcutta in the- last six months of' 
1849. wa.s only 60. This is anquestionably very much below the real number, and, indeed, 
illcludes only English letters. 

81. The establishment of this department consi&ts of a manager anll eight clerks. 

82; A Banghy parcel brought to the office is first taken to the weighman, who sits in the 
$ame toom with the manager, and immediately in front of him. The weighman pa~ses the 
parcel through a pair of scales, aud marks on the parcel its weight and the date cf receipt, 
and the postage also, if unpaid. The parcel is then handed to the registering clerk, who 
enters it in the register, calculates the postage, and gives a receipt to the sender. Four 
registers are kept: one for unpaid parcels, another for unpaid pamphlets, a third for all paid 
articles, and a fourth for service articles. The unpaid and service registers show the name 
of the sender, but the paid register gives only the name of the addressee and the weight and 
postage of each parcel. After being registered, the parcels are handed to a moonshee, who 
has them stamped In his presence by one of the banghy beare~s in attendance, and then 
marks the weight and postage inside the stamp. The parcels are then sorted according to 
the stations to which they are to be sent, and made over to the chell an writers, who fill up in 
Iduplicate the chellans or way-bills, with the address} station, weight, and postage of each 
parcel. The parcels are tbep compared with the entries in the chellalls, and made over to 
the packermen, by whom they are made up into gunnees, or canvas packages, under the 
direction of the weighman. The packages are then covered with pitch and sealed; and to 
each is attached a wooden ticket, on which is written the name of the station for which the 
package is destineg.. Each package is then weighed in the presence of the manager, and 
the particulars of it entered in a despatch, book. The despat(:h book shows the date of 
despatch, the number and 'description of packages, the station, the number of parcels in each. 
package, and the weight of each in tDlahs and maunds. The weight of the packages is 
entered in the telegraph. or road index, and the packages are then despatched, If the 
number of parcels posted iQ one day for places on any line of road exceed the weight of a 
dellpatch, that is to say" tile maximum· weight that. can. be carried by the ordinary means, 
a portion ofthe.m is kept 'back until the next day. Chargeable parcels are always sent first, 
and service parcels afterwards. When parcels accumulate for two or three days, an extra 
line of banghy burdara IS laid, the expense of which, if for setvice parcels" is charged to the 
office from which the parcels are sent;* and iffor private pa.rcels~ to ,the Post-office. 

83; The room aft the General Post-office in which banghy parcels are received and 
prepared 'for despatch, and where indeed the whole business of the department is carried on, 
is< small, dark, and in every respect unsuited for the purpose. The packermen, whose pay 
j_ Rs. 6' a month, carryon the work in an inner railed compartment, where they are, 
-quite out of sight of the manager; and where, if the day is at all cloudy, they mllst work by 
candle-light; and tIie space is so crowded that business is seriously impeded. Packages 
which cannot be despatched the same day (In which they are made up are kept locked up 
in the inn:r compartment of thi,s room. 

84. On the arrival ofbanghY'paekages- at the General Post-office they are counted and 
examined, compared with the road index, anll occaSIOnally weighed. They are then opened, 
and the parcels contained, in them compared with the chellans. Each parcel js weighed, 
and the postage checked. The whole are then counted, and the total number in each ~hel~an 
is entered in a book kept for the purpose. The parcels are then made over to the reglstermg 
clerks, by whom they are entered in two registers, one for paid and sel"Vice, and the other 
for unpaid parcels, These show the office of despatch, the address of each parcel, the postage 
due on those which are unpaid, and the number of the peon to whom each parcel is de~i
vered. The registel'ing clerks then enter the address and postage of each banghy: parcel In 
the delivery 'book of t~e peon to whom it is ID:acfe ov~r, ~~~ the. parties to whoID: the parcels 
are delivered are reqUired by the peons to SIgn their IDltlals ID these books m token or 
receipt. The peons, before leaving the office, give an account to the bearing inoonshee of 
the postage due on unpaid parcels delivered to them. This is compared with the entti~s 

m 

* Note.-The accountant to the Government of Bengal has objected to this mode of charging the expense 
of extra st'rvice ban"hies, and proposes to debit it to the offices to which the parcels conveyed by such 
banghies are address~d. The question was referted for my opinion in Mr. Under-Secretary Seton Karr's 
letter, No. 743, dated the 9th M3Y lSliO. I.CIJ.!l have ~o do~bt that the ~ractice or the Ge,?-er~ Post-office is 
correct in this respect. As a general rule, 1t 18 ~ertamly rIght, and conformable to t~e prInCIple of prepay
ment we desire to enforce, that the cost of conveymg parcels by the P?st should be ~ebited to the office~ from 
which they are despatched; but the charge should b~ made accordmg to the w~lght of the parcels, ill th~ 
same manner as it has been proposed to charge serv1ce letters, and not accordmg to the pay of the extra. 
.establillhment employed on eBen occasion. 
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in the unpaid register. Parcels, of which the addressees cannot be found, aJ~ seJ,lt, 
after inquiry, to the Dead L~tter department. !t-s soon as ,the parcels ar~ !lent out for 
delivery, the chellans are receipted, and thtl duplicate returned to the office of despa tch by 
1 etter mail. , 

, , 
85. The business of the Dawk-bearers' department is perfOl'mcd by ,three ~ler~s, under 

the immediate control of the superintendent of the General Post-offi~e; It consls~s In laYing 
dawks for travellers throuo'h the local postmasters. Any person deSirous of laYlDg a dawk 
through the General Post:'office pays the whole charge in advance, and also makes a deposit 
of 50 per cent. to meet claims fOl' demurrage. Advice is then ,sent to t?e postm~s~e,rs b", 
whom the dawk is to be laid; and whell the whole £;xpense mcurred m each divISIon IS 
known) the amount is remitted by draft on ~he local treasury. ~f no demurr~ge is jncurr~d 
tl,e deposit is returned to thl' traveller. 1 he surplus of receIpts above disburse ments IS 
carried to the credit of the dawk bungalow fund. 

86. The business of this department is performed under the immediate c~ntrol of the 
superintendent by three clerks, two of whom are also employed R'I despat~hers In the Inland 
Letter Mail depa,rtment. It consists in 'registering the time 6hown in the IIlward and outward 
mail and banghy telegraphs along the main lines, observing the time of the despatch and 
receipt of mails ~hich arrive ,at the General Post-~ffice, and ~alc~lating the ~ate of spee~ 
at which they are conveyed. A statement of the tmle occupied m the transIt of the mall 
from every place to the qeneral Post-office is prepared daily for the inspection of the Post
master-general. 

87. 'This 'can hardly, with correctness, be called a sel'arate, department. There are two, 
clerks who have charge of the registers and abstract bOoks of the several depal'tments, and" 
produce them when'wanted for reference. They are also charged with other duties, and act 
as despatchers of the'inland fetter mails. . 

ss. I am satisfied th~t the chief canse of the unmethodical and unsatisfactory manner in 
which the business, in every branch of the Calcutta General Post-office is carried 011 is 
mainly owing to the circumstance that the Postmaster-general, instead of being exclusively 
occupied with the general control 'of the Post-office department in Bengal, has his attention 
distracted, and his time taken up, by the .details of the,Calcutta Post-office., On the other 
hand, the Deputy 'Postmaster-general, who ought, and It would appear·was mtended by the 
Government, to undertake and be responsible for 'the direct management of the Calcutta 
Post-office, is burdened ~ith other duties; and, 'it must be admitted, is furnished ~ith no 
very distinct instruction~ as to the nature and extent of his authority over the officers nomi
nally subordinate to him. If there be a perfect understanding between two officers placed 
in this way at the head of an estalJlishment, with their 'relative functions undefined, and 
liable to be charged at the discretion of one of them, and if both are equally able and 
devoted in the discharge of their ,duty, it is possible that the arrangement may work well. 
But it is not an arrangement suited for permanence. The duties of Postmaster-general and 
of postmaster of Calcutta are quite incompatible, and in either case are sufficient to occupy 
the undivided attention of one man. The Postmaster-general ought to be alone directly 
responsible for one; and the officer subordinate to hjm, whatever be his designation, for the 
other. The Postmaster-general would then have time to devote his attention to the genera}, 
wo~kiDg of the department, Jo the transit of the mails, ,to the conduct of business at 
Mofussil offices, and to the extension of postal facilities wherever they are needed: On the 
other hand" 'th,e 20stmaster of Calcutta would be responsible for the 'management of the 
F.Ost-o~ce, anJ.fl.o him the Government and the public would look for a proper administra-
tIOn of ItS am IrS. ' 

I 

89. ~he nJxt essential ,step preliminary to the introduction of any high degree of. order, 
regul,anty tid, d.espatch mto the Calcu,tta Post-office, is the abandonment. of the present. 
unSUitable ulldmg, and the cQnstructlOn of a nl'W one. A plan and estimate for a new 
~ost-offir ,at a cost of Rs,l,62,670, ~as already been submitted to Government, ~nd sanc
tIoned b the Honourable Court of DIrectors; and its construction ouo-ht not to be delayed. 
I have b en unable to obtain a copy of this plan, which appears to b:ve been mislaid; but 
I have nc doubt that a convenient, substantial and handsome Post. office large enough to 
meet the ~quirements of.Calcutta for a century to co~e, and capable of en'largement at any 
futl!re p{ lod, may- be built for less than the sum sanctioned. The plans of the London, 
BdmbUl ~,Dublm, and Bombay Post-offices are in the possession of Government, and from: 
them a,- Itable pIau fOl' a Calcutta Post-office may witbout difficulty be ,made out. 

e business of t1>6 Calcutta General Post-office is complicated by sub-division,into 
artments than are needed. The correspondence branch for instance should 

in~lude . e Time check and Record departments; and the Acco~nt ~nd Cash dep~rtments 
might VI th gr~at advantage ~nd economy be combined under one head. Now that the 
num?er, regIsters ~nd stateme!lt~ ~as be~n reduced by the abolition of detailed registry" 
and IS lIt I,Y to be stIll further dlmlDlsl~ed If the changes we have Jlroposed meet with the 
approval, Govrrnment, the recor~s ot each drpartment might either be krpt by one of the 
clerks of hat depal'~ment, ~r put I~ charge ?f the clerk who keeps the records of corres-

,pondence., The busmess of checkmg the tIme of the mails might mosi conveniently be 
~erfoJ'med , the co_r!e~p~nd_e,n~e branch of the office. • 

91. Xeither-
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~ 91. Neither the accountant nor the cashier has sufficient work to occupy the time of one 
person; and the number (If clerks attached to the former is far greater than under a proper 
arrangempnt of business could PQssibly be required. Considering that the business of the 
accountant is confined to the accounts of the General Post-office itself, and that even the 
steam accounts of the office are prepared in tbe Steam department, it is preposterous that 
in addition to a cashier with a deputy and clerks, on salaries amounting to Rs. 233 ~ 
month, there should also be an accountan~ and seven clerks receivin~ salaries to the amount 
of Rs. 394 a month. At the Bombay General Post· office, where, in addition to the busi. 
ness .of t~e offices, the accounts of every post-office in the ~residency ar~ checked, and 
compIled mto a general monthly account, the number of clerks In the combmed establish
JIlent of cash and account is only four, and the aggregate amount of their monthly pay 
Rs. 360; and in the North-west Provinces the whole establishment of the Postmaster
general's office, where, in addition to the other business of the department, the steam and 
general accounts of all the post-offices in those provinces, including the Punjaub, are 
checked and compiled, consists of 10 clerks, whose monthly salaries amount altogether to 
only Rs.660. If the.use of stamps be made compulsory in all cases of prepayment, and 
enforced by a double charge on bearing letters, the business of this branch will be greatly 
simplified and reduced. 

92. With an independent postmaster at the head of the Calcutta General Post-office, 
residing in the 'p'remises, and untrammelled by any other duties than those of ilie office over 
which he preslaes, the situation of superintendent would be useless, anu plight, in my 
opinion, be very properly abolished. The present incumbent is a highly deserving public 
servant, of very old standing, with whose emoluments or position it would be injudicious 
and unjust to interfere; but on a vacancy the office ought to be abolished, and the saving 
applied to the improvement of the !<alaries of other officers on the establisbment, which are 
far too low with reference both to the actual work and responsibility imposed upon them, 
and to the ordinary rate at which the clerks in. other publIC offices at ilie 'Presidency are 
remunerated. No such officer as a superintendent is entertained at the Bombay General 
Post-office, though the amount of business there is greater. than at Calcutta. 

93. The first improvement of which the routine of business in this department is sus
ceptible is in respect to the sorLing of letters after the mails are opened. At present the 
operation of preparing letters for delivery occupies six hours, and in order to have the work 
completed by 10 A..M., one of the mail openers is obliged to attend at 4 o'clock in the 
morning, while no mails arliving after 9 A..M., can be sent out until th~ evening delivery. 
The process might be greatly simplified with advantage both to the public and the Post
office, and without any appreciable risk of the loss either of letters or postage. 

94. The clerk who opens the mails should compare, as be now -does, the contents of each 
packet with the chellan. He should first take out the registered letters, if there are any, and 
set them aside after carefully examining them; and should then file the chellan, and sort 
the letters into paid (including service), unpaid, and forward. The letters should then be 
stamped. Those which ·are unpaid should be sorted by themselves into'divisions, and an 
account taken of the number of unpaid letters for each division, and of the postage due upon. 
them. The paid and service iettels should also be sorted by themselves into divisions. The 
sorting clerks should check the weight and postage of the letters, and upon those addressed 
in English they should write in Bengalee, for the guidance of the delivery peons, the name 
of the party: addref'\sed. The letters 'Of e~ch divisi~n ~bould ilien be given over to the head 
or jumma peon of the day, who should give a receIpt In the gross for the number of letters, 
and an acllnowledgment of the postage due upon those which are unpaid. Each jumma 
peon should then distribute them among the other peons of his division according to their 
beats, and should take from each peon a receipt for the gross number of letters, paid and 
unpaid, made over to him for delivery, and an acknoyvledgment of the gross amount of 
postage due on the latter. The registered letters, after being carefully compared and entered, 

. should be made over to the delivery peons, with a list, and WIth the printed form of receipt, 
to be filled. up by the per~ons to whom such letters are delivel'~~. The keeping of detailed 
lists of ordmary let~ers by the peons should be altogether prohibIted. A <;lerk wo~ld ~uper
intend the sub-l:'ortlDg of the letters by the peons, and be Ieady to explam the dlrection of 
letters about which there might be any doubt. The abstract registers, if necessary, could 

It COJIPABA1'IVB STATEMENT of Letters despatched in One Month from the Ca1cutttl and 
BomlJay General Post-offices. 
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d d' the da from the filed chellans. 'T~e operation of sorting for del~very 

b~ prepare urbug tl y dited if there be one unIform rate of postage, on, aU smgle ' 
WiU; or ~ohurse,. ~grea Yt·exdpel'stance and if, the number of unpaid letters be reduced to a. 
letters WIt out, relerence 0., 'I d t k ,d t '1 d r t 

Delivery. 

minimum by the.double charge. The delivery peons,habve .ong cef~tshe po teePm ee sa hI ~ ldlsbs 
of, aid steamer letters~ a/ld there is no reason why. tLl~ usmess 0 e os -0 c ou ~ 
an~ longer retarded by the pbservance olthe practICe,1n regard to other letters, 

, ~5 The )lumber of peons lin many of the divisions is insufficient, especially i~ the f0!ll:th. 
fifth, 'sixth' and. ninth divisions, The superintendent of.t?e ~eneral Post-offi~e IS of opmlOn 

Accelerators. 

JDsPectors. 

See Enclosure (D). 

Peons. 

Window delivery. 

th t · ore are required' and this number, I conceIve, IS necessary to msure a double 
a )lIlle.m ',. f' d d I' t th G at deliver io. aU parts of Calcutta, even with the assistance 0 a WI~ ow, e Ivery a e ener 

P t- kce and the reduction of labour consequent upon umfonruty and, prepayment of 
,0St 0 The. boundaries of each division and of the beat of each peon, should be carefully 

fai~ d%~ll' aud,a map with a list of the .streets in each beat should be prepared, and kept ill 
the General Post-office. The recent survey of Calcutta ,and the suburbs affords complete 
means ob.;complishing this object. , 

96; There should be at least four accelerators for conveyi.ng the peons of the more distant 
divisions to their beats. They s?ould ?e light va~s or o,mmbuses drawn ~Y two borses, and 
capable of carrying six; peons wIth their bag~, beSides a coachman and glO:om. The coach
men should b,e natives, and the inspectors should not be employed on that duty. 

9'7. One of. the "accelerators, should proceed by Esplanade-tow, Chowrioghee-road, and 
Park~street to the· Burial-ground, and take the peons of, the 7th, and some of. those of the 
9th division. . b' 'd . 

Another should go across the Esplanade, :P1 ,the Old Course to Kldderpore- rl ge, takmg 
the peons of the 8th and some of the 9th, dlVlSIOn. 

Another should proceed by Bow Bazar to Sealdah, and ~~('~ce along the Circular-road to 
Simlah, taking the peons of ;the 6th and some of the 4th diVIsion. 

And the· fourth should go by the Chitpore-road to Cossipore. 

98. The limits of the divisions should be carefully laid down with reference to convenience 
of inspection, and the beats of the peons arranged ill s';1ch a. ma!lner, tha.t the accelerat?fs 
may. be made"most useful in -ponveying the peons to p~)lnts contIguous to, places at whIch 
there is usually the greatest number of letters to be-dehvered. 

99,: The inspectors should be employed exclusively in the duty of inspection. They should 
,be :furnished with specific instructions. by the posttuaster, and should visit every part of each 
peon's beat aHeast once a month, and, report all irregularities in, ,the delivery of letters with 
which they become acquainted. The business of examining the pe0!ls' accounts and b.ags at 
tbe ,General' P,ost-oflice should be performed' by a clerk. Three mspectors would, In my 
opinion, be,sufficientfol' the duty. . 

100~t MJ;, Tayler, the Postmaster-general, in a npte on .tlus subjec~ ~hich I append. after 
e;plaining .that .the ,collection of pO$tage, on unpaid letter's is, the great bat to speedy and 
reg!llat ,delivery, which can. only,be removed by compplsory prepayment, recommends the 
elIlployr,nent ,of a .higher class pC delivery peon/i who Can ,read English, and, the -distributi.on 
lofletters by cart. Mt. Tayler thinks that.a ~ma\'t EIJropea.n.in:a.,ligl;It :mail cart; with ooe or 
two,peons .under him" would command.mQrEl attention and r~spect,from,the cQmmunity than 
'a,native p~on; bl,lt, independeot. of ,tbe,e~pe.nl\e ,of, such, a.,scheme,.jt.appears, absurd ,and 
hardly hUIAane,tQ rellort ItQ Europe8Jli agencY' fOl';,th~ -delivery of letters.in a climate like that 
of.Calcutta,.andl,m.ofeQver it is.very. dOl,lbtfuL whether;,w.hen.once,J). letter-carrier has reached 
-his· bea.t,.jlll ,eo \lId ;o.ot. onr.foot. deliver Jetter!) .q ui~ke~ than.it' he~w.er.e, to J b~ .canied J'rom door 
IiQ.ilQodn;tll.·lIXL8il/Cart.. 

101; In mY,opinion it ,would 'be difficulf, if not impossible, to.,fiild a. clas!! of "men' on the 
'wbb1e SQ wen adapted {OJ; the duty of letter-carriers as the Mussult'uen burkuras. )Vh~ are 
lnow e~ployed.'for :t~ll. pu~pose; but they are not sufficiently paid 'for their labour, or for the 
J>~CUn.llll·y. responsl1;nlity unposed. upon them; land the cash security they are required to 
deJ?~slt. Eight rupees a month 'l!\ very small wages (or men who are entrusted 'with the 
dehvery of ;v~luable ~etters' and parcels, and ~he ~aily, oollection ,of'considerable' sums of 
~oney; and IS found l~deed. to affor~ no suffic~e~t mducement to parties to take the situa
~lons, ,unless accompamed With the nope of derIvmg profit from unauthorised sources. Ten 
rupees a mont~, the lowest wages of a bill-collecting sirkar, ought to be'the minimum 
wages of., a delIvery peon or the Post-office. and the prospect of, an increase. to, Ri. 12 and 
Rs • . 15 a month ought to be held out to those who are distinguished by good and faithful 
servlce,-and ~ho make' the~selves mor.e useful by learning, as some of them have already 
done, to deClpbl:.r addrei:1ses 10 the English and other European languages. If this addition 
be made to ihapay of the peOJ;ls. it will b~ m?re practicable' ~o check, and perhaps put a 
sto~ to the demand fOJ," ex.tJ:a payment, w~lch ~s n~w .s~stematJcally I!laJe on t~e delivery of 
nattve. letter~, . and B:lmost as systematIcally s~omltted to. The peons Imght also, if 
acquamted 'wIth EnglIsh, be employed as sorters In the Post-office as well as letter-carriers. 

- . - . 
102. The establishment of a window delivery at the General P ost·office will be a !!Teat and 

direct accommo~ation to a large-portion of the public: and tend.' indirectly, by reli~vil1g: the 
peons 9f a conslderabljl, aDU>unt of labour, tc) expedIte the delivery of lettflrs to the whole 

town. 
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~ow,!, Gr~at numbers 'Of persons now send their servants to the General Posfi.office to 
receive thel,r letters fro~ the peons, ins~ead of wa!ting for them until the peon arrives at his 
beat; and It would obvIOusly save much trflubJe If such letters, instead of passing through 
the hands of the peons, were delivered at the wind 'Ow, by a clerk direct te the' known 

• servants, 'Of parties sending for them. The only difference this arrangement wouJd make in 
the rou~l1le of the department, weuld be that the setting clerks weuld have to sort the 
'letters m t~n instead of nine divisions, the tenth comp~siDg the lette~s of those persons who 
have applied to the General Post-office to have thexr letters delIvered at the window. 

, An accoun~ would then be taken of the number ef'letters and the amount of pestage due on 
those unpaId! and the ,letters wou,ld ~e made ever t? a' clerk for delivery instead 'Of to the 
peons. A wmde'!' dehve~y of thiS kind ~as long eX,lsted at Bombay, and is greatly res'Orted 
t'O by the mercantde publIc. It was also mtreduced mte Calcutta seme years ago and failed' 
because the letters, before being delivered at the windew, had to pass threugh the hands 'Of 

. the, peons, and appear in t~eir acceunts. 'The public therefore found that they could get 
their letters seen~r frem the peons than at ~he wm~ow." The serva.nt of each party desiring 
the. accommedatIOn would have to be f~mlshed WIth a hadge '!lr beket, on presentation 'Of 
whICh, and on payment of postage due, the letters would be dehver~d te him. 

103. To carry these improvements into effect, the General Pest-office must be fitted with 
substantial and suitable sorting desks and tables, after the pattern 'Of these used in the' London 
General Pest-office and at Bembay, instead of the rickettY,and incenvenient tables and 
benches with which it is now furnished. Each sorting desk should be previded with tell 
compartments 'Or bexes for the letter~ of the tell'divisiens 'Of delivery, Including the window; 
and the peens should sort the letters mto beats upon a large table, breast-high, where their 
pro ceedings weuld be 'Open to the inspection ofthe"manager. 

104. In the Letter Mail Receipt depal'tment, tbe first improvement that'may follew the 
introd uctieD of prepayment by means .of sta~ps is the entire discentinuance of the present 
system of givh1g receipts (except' for re~istered -letters), and the substitutien of the practice, 
wHich is believed to exist in every other ~euntry where . there is ~ Post-office, 'Of dreppin~ 
letters into letter-bexes. The delay which attends the pesting 'Of letters at present is 
described iIi the 6th paragragh of my letter to the Gavernment of Bengal, dated the 9th Oetober 
1 B50; and it is obvieus that when' a receipt has to be given for every letter sf'parateiy, and 
the weight and postage 'of each letter separately entered in the, sender's dawk beok, great 
delay, even under the best system that ceuld be. co~tl'ived, is unaveidable. 

105. So long as'stamps are net provided for the -public, it would' perhaps be unadvisable 
to deprive them of the security which' the Pest-e1lice receipt gives them against the dis
honesty 'Of their own servants; ; but ~hen it· becomes optional either te 'Prepay pestage by 
means 'Of stamps, or te send letters unpaid, the 'receipt may certainly be dispensed with. 
The system of special registration enables all 'parties desirous 'Of obtaining a receipt for their 
letters te. do so. It ought to be at once 'ruled that no receipt shall hereafter be given for 
unpaid and service leiters, but that they shall be drepped i.nto letter-bexes. 

1.06. 'fhe plan ,Of receiving letters at different' windews according to divisions, is alse the 
cause of much unnecessary delay, as it frequently happens that letters aadressed to places in 
dIfferent divisions are entered at once in the same 'dawk beok, which has to be handed back
wards and ferwards frem one window to another. This will alse be ebviated~ so far as 
unpaid and service le~ters are. c~ncerned, if these letters lI:re d~opp'ed .in~e bexes, But I.etters 
-of which the pestage IS :prepal~ In.moneYr'should be rec~lved mdlscrlmmately-at any wmdew 
without reference to theIr destination, and th~n, after· bemg checked and stamped, should be 
serted into divisiens for despatch. The- difference of postage on undel'charged paid letters 
weuld be recovered, not from 'the [receiver, hut from ~he persons to whem the letters are 
addressed. 

il 07 • -Unpaid letters, after being taxed and stamped, would be sorted in iike manner into 
divisions - and the same precess weuld be observed with service letters; with this addition, 
that the pestage on service letters must be,cha~g;ed to the several departme.nts, from which 
they are sent. Letters sent from the tow!l r~celV1ng hou~es woul~ b.e serted 10- the same wa y ~ 
an account being taken of these upon whIch the pestage IS prepaId m money. 

'lOB. In this department, as in'that 'Of receipt, the accommodation afforded by the present 
buildinO' is inc()mpatibJe~with order 'Or celerity in the .despatch of busin~ss, or with that 
degree "of supervision which the manager ought to exerCise over the-suberdmate clerks and 
other 'Officers. The windows are ill-contrived for the receipt 'Of letters, having been originally 
intended for ne ether purpese than to admit light to a st~re go-dewn. Each receiver is • 
provided with a small table, on which stands a bex and a,pair of scales, such as are usually 
found in pertable medicine chests, suspended on a small wooden frame. On this table the 
letters accumulate until the clieckman cemes to take them away. The box is for the receipt 

, 'Of 

• Note.-The convenience of a window delivery w~uld be esp~y felt in ~he earlie~ distribution of ~hij) 
letters, of delay in which the lllerchlUlts now complllID. .There mIght be a WIndow delivery on the ~"!al 
of every ship ; though there cannot, without considerable mcrease of force, be more than two peon delivenes-
in the 24 hours. • 
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. . - . ~ d 'th a slit but has to be opened every time that JV.oney 
.of money, .and IS not even furms e hWI 

, 'TI heckmen sit upon the floor or rather 
is given in nayment of postage to t e receIver. le c h ~ 'h d 

rd' I l'. 'd fi inches from the floor, to save t em .rom t e amp; 
upon a woo en p at.orm raise a ew , t th . th' rk the 'It 
and without an . mechanical appliances whatever to assl.s e~ m elr wo, y welg 
th 'I tt . Yl h a" the receivers have but unprOVIded WIth wooden frames, antI sort 

e e ers In sca es suc .. '" th d t I '1 1 them in little heaps before them. The state of the furmture In e espa c I rOOl11 lave 
I . d d 'b a ' h 14 of my letter of the 9th October; and I have only to add, a rea y escn e In paragrap "It t 11 th ttl I 

that the s ace 'allotted to this part of the busmess IS muc ?o sma. a Ie ,P, a,n upon 
which thf compartments or pigeon-holes allo~ted to. each, ~me of road, or dlVlslOn are, 
arranged is ill-adapted for despat<;:h, a~d that the room IS very Imperfectly lIghted. 

109. On this last point the manager states :-(~ The complaints of insufficient li?ht are 
frequent. The assistants complain almost every ntght that they cannot ~ee pr~pedy~ and 
mistakes arise from this cause also. In the whole room there are about su: 01' eIght smgle 
wall shades, and on the tables there are a few wax candles without shad~s, s~me 011 small 
ricketty candlesticks and some on chilIuDls. But the greater part of the h~ht IS from ~mall 
oil lamps burning on the tables, which I consider un~afe as well as lllsufficlent. The l~g:hts 
are supplied by contractors. When I remonstrate WIth them on the badness of the hght, 
they reply that they cannot afford to ,give better. , ' 

" ~ have reported this to the superIntendent, and I beheve he has also remonstrated WIth 
the contractors. 

'cc I think I bave mentioned the want of sufficient light to the Deputy Postmaster-general. 
He has taken notice of it~ and things have mended for a few d~y~, but not perm~nentl,y, 

(( I am not acquainted with the terms of the contrac~, but It ,IS generally be}le~ed In the 
office that the contractor is bound to supply as mu~h 11ght as IS ne~es~ary. l'hls he ~oes 
not do. He generally brings the usual numher,of h!!;hts at ilie, begl~Olng of the evenmg, 
which number I think insufficient· and in the course of tlle evemng hIS servants take away 
the lights gJ'adually long before th~y can properly be dispensed with. Thus;when ~he wo~k 
of one division closes, the lights are t,aken away from· t~e, !able, anll, the room IS ,~eft In 
comparative darkness; though the examlll.ers of the oilier diVISIons are stIll employed. 

lIO. By the terms of his a~eemellt, ~hij!h is appende~, th~ contrac~~r ~ bound to fur~ish 
oil, wax candles, and other artIcles reqUIred for the serVice, lIl. quantItIes actually reqUIred 
from time to time. 

Ill. The department should be furnished with· convenient tables for the receivers, con
taining two drawers, one for the receipt of letters, and the other for. money, both to be 
dropped through slits on the face of the table, and the letters to be carried away by the 
{>ortel's, as they accumulate. The practice of giving change, which is contrary to the rilles, 
should also be strictly prohibited. The windows and letter-boxes should be closed punc
tuallyat the hour named for that purpose; and all letters presented after that time, whether 
previously brought within the J?ost-office premises or not, should be charged with the late 
letter fee. ' 

112, The checkmen or sorters should be pr,ovided with suitable desks, after the model of 
those used in the ,London General' Post-office; and the despatch t.aoles should be con
structed so as to provide a conspicuously marked and readily accessible compartment for 
every post-office to which mails are sent, and leave room for a further extension of the 
system. 

113. The number of receiving houses in Calcutta is not sufficient for the wants of the 
public; and there are numerous places'where letter-boxes might be placed for the reception 
of 1'tamped and u~paid letters w~thout ~ny expense beyond that of a J>eoll to collect the 
letters after a certaIn hour, and brlOg them to the General Post-office. One peon, iodeed, 

'would suffice fot, several letter-boxes, , I have no doubt that many respectable people, shop .. 
keepe~s a!ld oth~l's, ~o~ld be found wlll~ng to t,ake charge of a letter-box of this de3cri ptiol4 
and personally to superIntend the openmg of It at a fixed hour every afternoon when the 
letters could be transferred to a locked bag with a, slit in it, which should be kept by the 
peon, but opened only at the General Post-office. A memorandum of the number of 
stampeu and unpaid letters might at the sam,e time be prepared and dropped int~ the bag. 
~h,ere is no Post-office or receiving hous~ on the ~ight. bank of t!te Hooghly; but pel'sons 
]1VJI?g at Howrah and the other suburbs In that dIrectIOn are obhcred to send their .servants 
across the river* to' post their letters, either at the General Po~-office or at one of the 
present ~eceiving ~ouses. r-!'here ou~ht .certainly: to be a r~ceiving hous~ at Howrah, and 
anoth~r lU the na~Ive town lU the direction. of Simlah, beSIdes letter-boxes at convenientt 
spots In every mam street and place of publIc resort, and at every police thana. 

114. ~he despat,ch of Iet~~rs being so. much simplified, the more distant receiving houses 
an~ letter-boxes mIght be kept open untIl 5 P.M., and those nearer the General Post-office 
until 5~ P.M. every day. The peons who take the letters from the receiving houses and 

, letter-

,,' Professor, Street, of Bishop's College, states that whe~ a hurkUra ~ sent to' Calcutta he mak I II-
whole day of 1t. /, ' as near y. 

t This is suggested by the rrrade Association. 
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Jetter-boxes to tbe General Post-office might also be authorised to receive stamped and 
unpaid letters on payment of one anna on each letter, the letter and the anna to be dropped 
into the locked bag with which each peon would be provided. The receiving houses 
sh?uld be. disti~gllished by a boar~ h~ving the. words <I Po~t Office" in ED;glish ~nd 'Bengalee 
pamted eIther In black letters SIX 10cbes hIgh on a wlllte ground, or 10 whIte letters six 
JUches high on a black ground, and placed conspicuously against the house where the 
letters are received. A convenient letter-box should be provided for each receiving house, 
into which letters might be dropped by parties without the intervention of the receiver. and 
the words .. Letter Box' should be painted upon it in legible characters both in English 
and Bengalee. It should be the duty of the inspectors to see that the receivers"" attend 
punctually at their offices, and perform their duty to the satiafaction of the public. 

App. (C,), No.1. -- , 

115. There can be little doubt that a district post for Calcutta and its vicinity, if properly Calcutta district 
organized, flO as to provide even for four regular deliveries daily in the city, and two in the post. 
suburbs, would afford great accommodation to the inhabitants, and would ultimately be. 
found remunerative. At present, letters and parcels are received at the General Post-office 
only for local delivery. Those posted between 10 A. M. and 2.30. P.M. are sent. out for 
delivery the same day, and those posted after 2. SO. P.M. are delivered the_ folIowino-
morning. Under this system the n,umber of letters posted during one 'month 'in a citY, 
which (exclusive of the suburbs) is suppClsed to contain a population of nearly 400,000, was 
401. This, however, is no 'criterion of what might be expected if greater facilities were 
given, fOI' it is obvious that at present the Calcutta local delivery is available only for 
residents in the near vicinity of the General' Post-office. It is impossible to guess at the 
number of persons regularly employed by Uovernment, by mercantile houses, and by private 
individuals, for the sole purpose of conveying letters and messageR from one part of the town 
to another; but it seems probable that the expense necessary for establishing two additional 
deliveries daily (the present delivery peons would take out the district post letters at 10 A.M. 

and 3 P.M.), might be met by a reduction in the number of chuprassies now maintained in 
• public offices for no other object than that of conveying letters to and from the office to 

which they belong. At present official or service letters are not receivp.d at the General 
Post-office for local delivel'y, but all such letters are delivered by the peons or cbuprassies 
of the offices from which they are issued. With an additional force of 32 delivery peons,t 
costing Rs.320 a month, and four additional receiving houses at a total monthly cost of 
Rs.I00 (which would also be available for the General Post), arrapgements could be made 
for delivering letters four times a day in ~all parts of Calcutta, within four hours from the 
time of posting. Among othel' questions whICh I circulated to the Trade Association; and 
to many of the principal European and native merchants and residents pf the place, were 
some relative to the establishment of a district post in Calcutta; and though it appears 
fi'om their answers that many circumstances, chiefly, perhaps, the low rate of wages, and 
the custom of keeping a large, r~tinue.of servant~. woul9. tend to postpone the time at which 
the public at large might be expected fully to appreciate the arrangement, and to avail them
_selves of it, yet that if regulated with punctuality and with due regard to the convenience 
of the native public, it would be resorted to by manyt from the commencement, and at no 
distant period by all. The most convenient arrangement, in the first instance, would per
'haps be that letters put into tbe receiving houses before 8 A. M., or into the General Post
'office before 9 A. M., should' be sent out for delivery at 10 A.lIl.; that letter~ put into the 
formet before 11. 45. A. M" or the latter at 0.30. p. M., should be sent out at 1 P. M.; that 
letters put into the fOrmer berol e 1. 46. P.M., or the latter at 2.30. P. M., should be sent out 
at 3 !'.M,,; and those put into the former before 5 P.M., or the latter before 6 P.M., should 
be sent out at 7 P. M. The second and fourth deliveries need not extend to any part of 
the suburbs not included in a circle uf two miles f!'Om the General Post-office. These, how~ 
ever, are matter,; of detail which would have to be arranged by the Postmaster-general. 

116. The observations I have made relative to the receipt and delivery of letters in the S~ip and Steam 
Inland department are generally applicable to the Ship and Steam departments, but no great department. 
improvement can be made in the .inter~al arrangements of this branch ,?f the ~ener~1 Post-' 
-office until a new Post-office IS bUilt. At present the whole busmess, mclud10g the 
eorre~pond~nce and ,accounts, the opening an~ closing of the ~ail boxes, the sorting ,of the 
inward malls for delivery, and outward for dIspatch, the receIpt of letters at the wmdow, 
and the distribution of them among the delivelY peons, is all carried on in one .room, 
the dimensions of which are 62 feet hy 361 feet, but ~hich is divided by a range of thick 

. masolll"Y 

• 'The receivers ought to live at the receiving houses. At present they have to walk a considerable distance 
to their daily business, and this is the cause of their irregularity. 

t 1st division - 2 peons. 7th division - - 4 peons. 
2d ditto 2 .. 8th ditto - 4 " 
4th ditto - 4 " 9th ditto - 6 .. 
5th ditto - 4 " 
6th ditto - 6 ,. TOTAL - -' 32 

't The Principal of Bishop's College; Messrs: Watts &. Co" boo.t and s~oemakers; M~ssrs. Cook &. Co., 
-livery stable keepers; Messrs, HarmaD &. Co., tailors ~ the New Or~Dta1 Life Insurance Company; ~essrs. 
R. Lepage &. Co., l\1essrs. Hamilton & C,o., Baboo J yklShen MookerJC&, Messrs. Dykes &. Co., coach-builders : 
Messrs. W. Thacker & Co. ' ' 
87.' E E 3 
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, ' 'ts hole lenO'th and crowded with' presses, desks '~nd tables • 
masonry pillars r,unnmg along 1 b W, ' i 'obstructive to business requiring 'despatch: 
necess~ry ~or some purposes, m~~thlrlO~:;mer arrives at, and the 'other ,leaves the port on 
Sometimes It haprthS th:~e °c~:fusion i! Ter,! great. On days of e~traordlnary pressure, the 
the ~a~eldll;Y'dan fe~h I land de' partment are bpen for the receipt of steam letters i but 
recelvmO' wm ows 0 "e n h d tch of th 'I dId 
h . h ""business of that department is retarded, and t e, eepa, e mal s e aye to a 

t en th e h I The 'u"pal'd Calcutta letterS"whlCh amve by the steamer-hMe also 
later our 't an usua. U f h b 'ld' 0' 
to be taken away and sorted in a room in another part 0 t e III In"". , 

117. Considerabl~ time is lost ill se:paratin~ the, Calcutta fr?tn' th~ forward letters, partly 
from the circumstance of parties changmg- theIr resl~e~ce and Imposm~ ~pon the P.ost-office 
the trouble of re-directing their latters, instead of glvmg P!oper mS~I:uctlOns to theIr corres

on dents ; but chiefly because perso~s in Englan~ 'aTe Ignorant of th~ pr,oper mode of 
~irecting their letters to' India. 'This evil would be, ln some d~gree rehledled If the Lond?n 

. General Post-office were furnished with a c?I1'ect hst*~of Indian post-offices, and ,Opposl~e 
to each the name of the Presidency by"Whlch'steil:tner letters ~hould be sent; and If the 
English public wer~ requested' to confine the nddr~sses of their letters ~o the name ~f the 
pen.ons addressed, the Post-office, and'the Presidency, the le~ters mlgb~ then,' w,I,tho';lt . 

, difficulty, be sorted at London, into" Calcut1a," an~ "Fo~ward, and ,the tIme. occupied In 
preparing the mails for delivery stilI further expedlte~. At p~esent It occupIes 1"2 clerks 
nearly a whole day to re-direct the forward letters. TillS ?peratIon wOllld a}so be shortened 
if the letters were properly addressed in England. ~t mIght ,even ~e ad!lsable to declare 
that no instructions for the disposal of lette\'s by partIes changing their I'esldence should be 
in force in the ship and steam department for more' than three months, and that after that 
period all lettel's should be forwarded according to their addresses, and left to find their way 
to their destination through the channel of the dead letter bffice. 

118. It has ,been sU<1gested that the steamer letters for Bengal should be sorted on board 
the steamers, so as to i,e ready for delivery o~ the ~rriv.al of t?e steamer at Gatd~ll Reach~ 
The expense of' this plan is perhaps. a concluSive obJection to'lt, the cost of a cabIn for the 
purpose being estim~ted at Rs.5,~00t:,- month, besides the salary of a derk. It would be 
for the exClusive benefit 'of the mhabltants ·of Calcutta, as the forward letters 'cannot be 
dispatched until the regular hour for. the 'uepartore 'of the mail ; and; if' the arrangements 
above recommended be made, the whole of the Calcutta letters may be sellt out for delivery 
'within an hour and a: half after the arrival of the mails at the General Post-office, and within 
two hours after the arrival 9f the steamer at Garden' Reach. But the $orting of the letters 
on the steamer is liable to a more serious 'objection than 'that of'cost and. comparative 
inutility. It is obviously not 'desirable to leave the uncontrolled assortment of the important 
and v~luable correspondence conveyed 'in the Peninsular and Oriental Company's steamers 
in the hands bf one or mO're office clerks, during the passage from port to port. I am not 
aware that ~uch a practice 'has been intrOlluced -in Europe i and the case of a railway 
locomotive sorting"office, where the utmost expedition is required to get through the work 
in time, 1S 'not analogous. 

119. TIle; accommodation afforded to -the barighy department of the General Post-office 
by the pre!;ent b'!lilding, does not ,admit of great improvement in the 'conduct ,of business in 
that department. What is chiefly required js a weB-lighted and spacious room in which the 

'whole operation should· ·be under the eye of the manager, and where the, property of 
the public may be more secure from depredation than has Heretofore been the case. Parcels' 
not, despatched the very"day on which they are posted should be locked up, as valuable 
property,. in a flecure p~a~e, and the key: deposited with th~ Deputy Postmaster-general, or 
the prmclpaJ o~cer resldlllg on the premIses. It seems qUIte needless to prepare a registry 
of parcels received, when the duplicate chellans of which the registry is a mere transcript 
are filed in the office. . , 

120. ·As l:espects the. management of business in the dead letter department of the 
Gel!eral Post:(Iffice, I, would suggest the ,discontinuance of the; publication of .unclaimed 
natIve letters lD the, Calcutta -~nd B~ngalee, gaz.ettes. Up to the 1st May 1850, it never 
,had been t'\1e. p~act\c.e to publish a list, of -unclalmed native letters, though the rules of the 
Post-office reqUIred It; but ,the .yule IS now observed in compliance with an order of .the 
Government passed in l!l~S. The ". Calcutta Gazette" is only sent to a few of the principal 
~overnment offic~rs, and IS not read bY,natives. The circulation of the" Bengalee Gazette" 
IS also almost entirely confined to pubhcoffices· and though more read by natives than the 
"C.alcutta Gaz~tte," is c~rtainly not ,accessible t~ that class who are likely to )lave letters to 
therr address lymg uncla1med at the Post-office., The 'publication of these lists since May 
1850, does not see~ .to have led to ,more thll;n 12 applications for unclaime!i letters, and au 
t~e expe!lse of prl~tmg has been Incurred m vain. ,'The "Bengalee Gazette" does not 
~lfculate In the pro~mce ~f ~eha;, ad~ yet ,aU letters remaining unclaimed at the post-offices 
m Behar are pub~lshed ~n It. rh~ hsts 1~ the" Calcutta Gazette," though the contain 
letters addressed m Perslan 'and Hmdee, are drawn out exclusively in Bengale!, and are 

, circulated 

* An imperfect list of Indian post-offices is published in Kelly's" Po tal D' to' .. 
t Postmaster-general to Government, No.)34, 13th December 1845.s Jrec ry. 
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circulated ~ll over Behar and the North-west Provinces, where the people cannot read that App. (c.) No.1. 
language. 

121. The rule requiring the publication of lists of native letters has never been acted upon 
in Madras, Bombay, or the North-west Provinces, and ought to be abrogated as usel8l!s, aQd 
involving unnecessary expense. The course I would suggest for native letters ,is, that after 
every reasonable ~xertion has been made to deliver them, a list of those made remaining every 
day should be prepared daily, and stuck up for a fortnight in a conspicuous place in the 
Post-office, where it can be seen by all .parties coming to post their-letters.- The addresses of 
Bengalee letters should I be entered in the list in that language, and those of other native 
letters both in Bengalee and ir;l the language in which they are written. "This, I think, is all 
tha.t can he reasonably expected of the. Post-office, and aU that can be done with any,chance 
of useful effect. The propel" direction in which efforts must be made to ensure the delivery 
of native letters i'il by increasing the efficieney of the letter-carriers, and subjecting them to 
close and systematic inspection. -

122. The publication· of' English letters in the "Calcutta Gazette" is necessary for the 
information of the servants of GoveJ'l}.lllent who are liable to be removed on duty from one 
-part of the Presiden~y to another, for that .of mariners arid others coming from beyond .sea~ 
and for that ofilie numerous Europeans wh~ are scattered over the country, and who, if they 
have not themselves access to the gazette, find means to obtain the information it affords. 
The publication of the English .lists always occasiolls numerous applications-for unclaimed 
letters, and ought therefore to be continued. 

123. If the Postmaster-generars office be separated from the Calcutta General Post-office, 
a considerable part of the business of the dead letter department would alsO' have to 
be trdD'lferred. The remainder sho,uld be perfor(lled by one of the clerks of the inland letter 
mail receipt depar.tment, and the separate department abolished. 

124. The present establishment of.the ,Calcutta General Post-office is as follows:-
Present establish. 
ment of Calcutta 
General Post-office. 

'Postmaster-general - - 2,000 -'-

Rs. a. Pi R,. a. p. 

~ip and Steam Depar~ment: 
Deputy _ Postmaster.general 
'Superintendent -

. . 
Accountant's Department: 

Accountant 
Deputy Accountant 

. Clerk - -
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

700 
300 ___ 3,000 

160:' -. -
67 14 10 
35 
35 ~ 
30 
26 2 -

. 20 
20 

394 - 10 

Treasurer's Department: 

'Treasurer - i50 
Deputy Treasurer 60 
Podar - - 8 

-Clerk (Native) - 10 
1-----1 I 2~a --. .. 

Dawk Bearers' Department: 

Head Clerk 30. 
Clerk 20 

6QI - -Ditto (Native) 10 
I-~---

Correspondence Department: 

Head Clerk 100 
Clerk 35 

Ditto - I 47' 5 
Ditto 30 
Ditto 40 
Ditto 25 
Ditto 25 

5 317 -Ditto 15 

Manager 
Clerk 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto. -
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

150 
-95 
40 
40 
40 
25 
25 -.-
20 
20 
20 
16 
15 
12 
20 
16 
10 
10 

Letter Mail Receipt Department: 
Ivlanager - 100 
Clerk 100 

Ditto 80 
Ditto 60 
Dittp 30 
Ditto 26 
Ditto 20 
Ditto 30 
Ditto 20 -
Ditto 20 -
Ditto 16 

J emadar of Mails 16 
Assistant - 12 8 8 

Ditto 12 
Ditto 12 
Ditto 10 - -

Head Inspector - 47 
Second ditto 24 -
Third ditto 

: I' 
23 

FOllrth ditto 21 

EE4 

574 

564 8 8 

11'> - -
( amti1lued) 
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Rs. a. p. 

Letter Mail R.eeeipt Depa 

2 Clerks (Native), at Rs. 6 • 
46 Deliverv Peons, at R,. 8 • 

rtment-cont" 

1 ditto·· 
2 ditto, at RI. 6. 4. 4. 

Letter Mail Despatch Dep 

Manager • 
Clerk 
2 ditto, at Rs. 25 
8 ditto, at Rs. 20 

Ditto 
Ditto 

2 ditto, at Rs. 15 
Ditto 
Ditto 

2 ditto, at Rs. 20. 14. 6 
2 ditto, at Rs. 17 
2 ditto, at Rs. 20 

Ditto, at Rs. 10 
5 ditto, at Rs. 10 

Ditto 
3 'ditto, at Rs. l~ 
4 ditto, at Rs. 12 

Forward Department: 

Clerk 
Ditto 
Ditto 

. .' 
360 -

6 -
12 8 

artment: 

100 -
80 '-

50 -
60 -
40 -
20 -
30 -
26 2 
17 -
41 12 
34 -
40 -
10 -
50 -
12 8 
36 -
48 -

26 2 
20' -
15 -

Miscellaneous Departmen t: 

Head Clerk 
2 Clerks, at Rs; 25 • 
Clerk 

Ditto 
Ditto 

~ dJtto, at R~. 20 

Record Departme~t:' 

Clerk .' 
,Ditto · · 
Time Check Department : 

Clerk 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Banghy Department: 

l\fanager· • 
2 Clerks, at Rs.20 
2 ditto, at Rs. 16 
Clerk 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

· -· 

-· 
;. 

-
· · · 

100 -
00 -
20 -
'16 -
25 -
40 -

"25 -
20· --
20 14 
20 8 
'20 -

100 -
40 -
32 -
12 8 
12 -
10 -
10 -

I 

. 
--
8 

---------, 
10 ---
-
8 

--

-- ' -

------

.;;' 

-

G 
8 -

-

-
--
8 
---

RI. a. p. . 
12 - -

378 8 8 

645 7 6 

- Oriental Department: 

Moonshee· 
Ditto 

Servants: 
Postmaster-GeneraPs : 

Jemadar • 
Naib ditt~ 
5 Peons, at Bs. 5 

R,. a. p. 

25 
16 

8 
7 

26 

-
.R,. 4. p. 

41 - -

I ____ ~ t '40 --
Deputy Postmaster-general's ~ 

3 Peons, at Rs.5 
) ditto 

Treasurer's: 

1 Peon 

S~perintendent's : 

1 Peon 

_ Dawk-bearer's Depa.rtn;tent: 

1 Sirdat Bearer - _.. ~ 

15 
5 3 8 

·20 8 & 

(I 5: __ 

58-

II - -

Absbatt. . "'" . 
125. Of the' above the following is an abstract, showing the Dumber of officers, delks,:· 

and servants on' each grade of salary. It is proper, however, to mention here that ) 1.' I 

clerks, on' an aggregate salary of Rs.155. 8. 8. have been discharged by the present"; 
officiating 'Postmaster-genera), in cODseque.nce of the recent abolition' of detailed registry, " 
Ieavin/\ in f;ctual employmen~ 113 clerks, on an aggregate salary of Rs. 3,4?1. 10.6. .' - : . 

ABSTRACT 
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ABSTR ACT of the Establishment of the GENERAL POST-oFFICE. 

] 1 
1. 
!II! 

1100 

225 

------------I _______________ t-_.i--;_~ 
Rs. a. p. 

'Z,OOO - -
700 - -

1 Postmaster-general. - 1 _ _ - - - - - _ -
1 Deputy Postmaster-general 1 _ _ - - - - - _ -
1 Superintendent. • - 1 _ - - - - - - - -
1 Clerk, on Rs. 160 • • _ 1 _ - _ - - _ _ -
2 ditto, on " 150 - - _ _ 1 - - 1 - - _ -
6 ditto, on " ) 00 - - ... ~ - - 1 - 2 1 1 1 
1 ditto, on ,. 95 • - -: - - - - 1 - _ - -
1 ditto, on" 80 • • _ _ - - - - 1 - - -
1 ditto, on" 67.14.10.· - 1 - - - - - - _ -
2 ditto, on" 60 - • - - 1 - - - 1 - - -
1 ditto, on" 47. 0.5. - _ _ - - 1 - - _ - -
5 ditto, on" 40 - • _ _ - - 1 3 - 1 - -
'3 ditto, on" 35 • - - 2 - - 1 - - _ - -
6 ditto, on" 30 • - - 1 - 1 1 - 2 1 - -
a ditto, on ,. ~6. 2. • - 1 - - - - - 2 - -
1 ditto, on" 26 • - - - - _ - - 1 - - -

11 ditto, on" 25 • - - - - - 2 2 - 2 5 -
3 ditto, on " 20. U. 6. - _ .. - - - - - 2 1 -

"25 ditto, on " 20 - - _ I 2 - 1 - 4 3 8 5 2 
1 ditto, OR" 28. 8. 8. - - - - - - - - - 1 _ 
3 ditto, on ,. 11 • - - - - .. - _ - 3 - _ 
1 ditto, on" 18 - - - - - .. - - - 1 _ -
s ditto, on" 16 • - - - - _ - 2 2 - 2 2 
5 ditto, on ''- 15 • - ~ - - - 1 1 - 3 - -
3 ditto, on" 12.8.8. - _ - - - - - 1 1 - 1 

15 ditto, on" 12 - - _ - - - - 1 2 11 - 1 
is ditto, on" 10 • - - - 'J 1 - 2 1 6 - 2 

1 ditto, on" 8 - .. - - 1 - - - - - - -
2 ditto, on" 6 - - _ - - - - - 2 - - -
4, Inspectors - - - - - - - , - - 4 _ - -

48 Delivery Peons - - - - - - - - 48 - - -
II Workmen • • - - - - - - - 5 - - 6 
3 Duftries - • - - - _ -. - - - - - 3 -

;37 Servants· • • - 12 - 1 1 - 1 5 6 11 -
Boat Allowance • - - - - - - - - - _ -

soo - -
160 - -
300 - -
600 - -

95 - -
80 .- -
67 14 10 

120 - -
4.7 - 6 

200 - -
105 - -
180 - -

78 6 -
26 - -

275 - -
62 11 3 

500 - -
20 8 8 
51 - -
18 .., -

128 - -
75 - -
37 10 -

180 - -
130 - -

8 - -
12 - -

115 - -
378 8 8 

64 8 9 
21 - -

201 15 -
34 2 -

House Rent of Receiving- I ,-
houses - • • - - - - - - - - - - - 18 

- --- ----I- 1-.-----
TOTAL. • - 15 8 5 4 8 118 80 48 29 15 I 7,390 is 7 230 

App. (C.), No.1. 

126. It appea.·s to me that if the Postmaster-general is relieved of all direct connection Proposed establish
with the GenE'ral Post-office, and if the improvements recommended in the general reoort of ment. 
the Commissioners and in this memorandum be introduced, the business of both offic:s may 
be most efficiently conducted with the following establishments: 

R.. a. P'I Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

\ 

Account and Cash Department: 
Postmaster-general ~ • - - 2,000 - - Accountant and 'treasurer _ \ 200 

1 Clerk - - - • 80 
Postmaster-general's Office: 1 ditto • - - - 30 

Head Clerk 200 2 ditto, at Rs.20 40 
1 ditto • 80 1 Podar 10 - -
1 ditto - - 50 ($ 
~ ditto, at Rs. 30 60 
2 ditto. at Rs. 20 40 
1 l\loonsbee 20 

8 450 - -

Postmaster of Calcutta 700 - -

Calcutta Post-office Correspondence Department: 
Head Clerk 
, ditto 
2 ditto, at Rs. 30 
2 ditto, at Rs. 20 
1 Moonsbee 
1 ditto 

150 
5a 
60 
40 
2Q 
15 

Ship and Steam Department: 
Manager - - 200 

1 Clerk, at Rs. 80 80 
2 ditto, at Rs. 50 100 
2 ditto, at Rs. 30 QO 
4 ditto, at Rs. 20 80 -

10 

Inward or Receipt Department: 
Manager - ~ 150 

Clerk 80 
1 ditt() 50 
2 ditto, at Rs. 30 60 -

aGO - -

520 -

8 

!.. ditto, at Rs. 20 • 60 
8 t----- 400 - -I ~ ., 335 - -

(continued) 
• 
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JlI. a. p. 
Outward or Despatch Department: 

Manager -
1 Clerk -

150 

RI. a. p. R,. a. p. BB .• a. 'P' 
Delivery Department: 

1 Head Inspector 50 
2 Assistants, at R,. 25 50 

2 ditto, at RI. 50 
4 ditto, at B.a. 80 
6 ditto, at RI. 20 

80 
100 
120 - -
120 - -I 

570 .. - 750 

10 Peons at Rs. 15 - 150 
15 ditto, at B.a. 12 180 
32 ditto, at R,. 10 820 

\--1 14 

Receiving HOllse s : 

10 Clerks, at Rs. 15 -

I 
I 

• I 160 - -

4 Coachmen, at R,.10 - I -
Servants, &c. as at present, • 
4 additional Peons for re-

40 
389 9 9 

20 
Banghy Department: 

ceiving houses --
TOTAL • - 6,904 9 9 

Saving - - 485 11 10 
Manager -
1 Clerk -
'I ditto 

]50 - - I 
50 
80 

2 ditto, at B.a. 20- 40 
7,390 5 7 

5 

Postmasters, Lower 
Provinces. 

270 - -

127. By this arrangement the number of clerks would be redllced from 125 to 69, and 
their average salaries increase<l from l!s. 3~. 13. 8. to Rs. 44. 4. 5 •. The numb~r ?f 
inspectors would be reduced to three, whIch~ If they are confined to theIr proper dutIes, IS 

sufficient; the number of delivery peons would be increased to 57, and the rate of their 
waaes improved; and the number of receiving house,; increased from 6 to 10. The pur
ch:Se of two more accelerator carriages and of the horses necessary to draw them, as well as 
the keep of the horses, are in the nature rather of contingent than establishment charges; 
but it is probable they would amount to nearly Rs. 200 a month. The other parts of the 
arrangement, however, do not depend upon this. The change ill the number and remune
ration of clerks and delivery peons may be made with advantage, whether it be thought 
advisable to incur the expense of more accelerators or not. 

128. There would then be on the establishment of the Postmaster-general, and of the-
ostmaster. of Calcutta, 69 clerks of the following grades: • 

. Rs. Rs. 
a on 200 - - 600 
4 on 150 - 600 
5 on SO - 400 
8 on 50 - 400 

14 on 30 - 420 
23 on 20 - 460 
lIon Ib - 165 

1 on 10 10 

TOTAL ;, - 69 TOTAL - Rs.3,055 

A force considerably greater and more highly remunerated than that employed at Bombay, 
where the whole business of the General Post-office is disposed of by an establishment of 4[)' 
clerks, the monthly amount of whose salaries is onl)' RS. 1822. Still I am not prepared, 
looking at the ordinary rate of salary allowed to clerks in other public offices in Calcutta, 
and to the onerous and responsible duties required of those employed at the Post-office, to 
recommend any lower scale ofaUowances for adoption at this PreSIdency. 

129. In the Lower Provinces of the Bengal Presidency, there are, besides the Calcutta 
General Post-office and its subsidiary receiving houses, 74 principal and 70 lIubordinate 
post-offices. There are also chowkeys or stations along the principal lines of road, where 
bearing and service letters are received for despatch, and for which packets are made up at 
the General Post-office. There is a postmaster at every principal post-office. The subor
dinate p'ost·offices'are under the management of a clerk, who is subject to the orders and 
control of the postmaster of some principal office. Thirty-two postmasters have subordinate 
post-offices under them, varying in number from one to seven. The other 42 postmasters 
have only a principal office. 

130. The 74 postmasters may be classed thus :-
1. Paid, but holding other offices ,. 
2. Paid, but holding no other offices -
3. Ex officio, unpaid - - • 

- 22 
- 7 
- 45 

TOTAL - 74 

Of the paid postr,nasters holding othel' offices, 16 are medical officers, four military.officers, 
and two harbour-masters. Two of the postmasters have salaries of Rs. 250, two of Rs. 200, 
three of Rs. 100, and 22 of Ri. 50 a month; the whole monthly expense of the 
postmasters being Rs. 2,300. At Kedgeree and Sumbulpore there are also assistant post
masters on Rs. 100 a month each. Of the unpaid postmasters, 34 are collectors or officers 
exercising the chief fiscal authority in the district, four are residents and political agents, 
one is a medical officer, and three are private persons. All the principal post-offices except 

• tw~ 
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two, Fort Gloster and Keerpoy, are at stations where there are European officers of Govern- A ) 
A P t I · " ffi . h . b d pp. (C. , Net. 1. ment:, t ,a na t lere IS a receiVIng 0 ce In t e City, esi es the principal post-office at 

the cml statIOn. 

131. At five of the subordinate post-offices there are postmasters, three of them being 
officers of Government and two private individuals, but they are subject to the orders of the 
postmaster of the principal office. One of them receives a salary of Rs. 20 a month' 
the rest are unpaid. Of the 70 subordinate post-offices, 20 are at places at which civil 
officers of Government above the rank of a moonsiff are stationed, and the remaining 50 are 
at places where there is no officer above tbat rank. 

132. U~der the Government of Bengal there are 60 districts, including those of the 
Non-regulation Provinces and the Straits Settlements. In one of these districts, Hooghly, 
there are 12 post-offices; in anothe~, Jessore, seven. l~ each of the districts of Burdwan, 
Behal"' and Bhaugulpore, ther~ li~e SIX post-offices; and In those C?f Berhampore, Midnapore 
and Nuddea, five. In four dlstncts there are four post-offices, In five there are three, in 
12 there are two, and in 31 there is only one"" each. There are also six post-offices uuder 
the Postmaster-general of Bengal in foreign territory, viz. three in Nagpore, one in Nepaul, 
{me in Muneepore, and one in Cooch Behar. 

133. Thirty-four of the subordinate post· offices in the Lower Provinces have been esta
blished since 1837; five at the recommendation of Captain Taylor, the agent for Post-office 
Inquiry, 16 at the request of the inhabitants, and 13 on the application of the local post
master or other public officer. The postmasters being asked to state whether there were 
any places at which a post-office might be expected to pay its expenses, only 14 such places 
were indicated, and these are comprehended in 10 districts. 

134. In the North-western Provinces there is no General Post-office. It has been alreadv Postmasters, North
stated that the Postmaster-general's office is entirely unconnected with any post-office, and western PrOvinces. 
his attention is exclusively given to the general management of the department. 

135. In these provinces, including the Punjab, there are 72 principal and 125 subordinate 
po'!t-offictls, besides 17 receiving-offices in 14 of the large towns. There is a postmaster 
at every principal office, to whom the clerks in charge of the subordinate post-offices 
are subject, \8 in Bengal. Thirty-six postmasters have subordinate post-offices under 
them, varying in number from one to 14. The remaining 36 postmasters have only a prin
dpal office. 

136. The 72 postmasters may be thus classed:-
1. Paid, but holding other offices 
2. Paid, but holding no other offices -
3. Ex officio, unpaid -

- 35 
- 21 
- 16 

TOTAL - - 72 

Of the paid postmasters holding other offices, 16 are medical and 19 mi'litary officers. 
0ne postmaster has a salary of Rs. 350, one of Rs. 250, two of Rs. 200, one of Rs.175, 
five of Rs. 150, ten of Rs. 100, two of Rs. 80, two of °Rs. 70, one of Rs. 60, and 
~n of Rs. 50 a month; the whole monthly expense of postmasters being Rs. 4,835. Of 
the unpaid postmasters, 12 are collectors or deputy collectors of revenue, one is a deputy 
collector of custotns, and three are military officers. All the principal offices are at stations 
where. there are European officers of Government. 

137. Of the 125 subordinate post-offices, 59 (ineluding all those in tbe Punjab) are at 
military and civil stations, and 66 are at places where there are no officers of Government 
above the rank ofTehsildar or Moonsiff. 

138. Besides these, thera are 495 thanas in the North-western Provinces (exclusive o~ the 
Punjab), at which letters are posted for despatch by dawk to all parts of India, and received 
fromo all parts of India for delivery. 

139. With rare exceptions, both in the Lower and North-western Provinces of the Bengal Mode in which the 
Pre .. idency, the postmasters confine their attention to the principal post-office over whIch duties of postmasters 
they pl'es:ide, and leave the subordinate post-offices to the uncontrolled manage~ent of the are discharged. 
c1e,:k 111 charge of it. Even at principal post·offices many postmasters ex.erclse a mere 
nominal supervision, leaving the real business of the department to be conducted by the 
head clerk. Spme postmasters are ignorant of the commonest rules of the department, and 

others 

• That correspondence increases with the facilities afforded for conveying it on, is shown by "the average 
Dumber of letters despatched by post in each district., during 8 period of 2S days: 

In each district having 1 post-office - 1,M1 
"" "2,, - 4,522 

J1 ,,3.. - 2,607 
" s, 4 " 6,972 
" "Ii" 8,720 
" "6,, - 6,990 
.' ,,7,~ - 8,242 

" 12 " - 11,763 " FF2 
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Pointed out by Mr. 
Tayler. 

lIh·. Tayler's plan. 

" PAPERS RELATING TO:THE , 

others seem,to conceive that their duty is fully discharged if the.v, preside at the opening of 
the mails, and sign the correspondence and monthly acc~unt.s. 1here are sOJue postm~sters. 
to whom this description is not applicable, but the exceptIon IS ,not confined to any partIcular. ' 
c1aes, whether paid 'Jr unpaid. Th~ reason is obvious: ~ 01l!cio ~ostmasters have little 
time to' devote to the post-office, WhlC,h, generally speakmg, IS of les~ uJlPortan~~ ~han other. 
public business on which they are engaged, and they ft;el that theIr resPQnslblll.ty for the 
proper management o~ "the post-office will not b.e practIcally enforced. To pubhc offic~r8; , 
who receive some add,tIOnal allowance for lookmg after the post-office, the remuneratIOn 
holds out n'o sufficient inducement to exertion. It is scarcely regarded as an equivalent for-, 
the trouble of a l?erfunctory supervision, a~d certainly affords ~o encoura~ement to a more 
active deo-fee of Interference. Moreover, In the case of medICal officers, absence from the 
principal~tation is incompatible with their professional functions j and the salaries assigned 
to postmasters burdened with no otrer engagements are generally too low to command the 
servires of properly qualified Europeans or East Indians; those being the classes from which. 
it has hitherto' been thought expedient that postmasters should be selected. 

140'. This unsatisfactory state of things was pointed out by Mr. Tayh-r, the Postmasler
general of 13engal, in his letter to Government, No. 100, dated the 4th May 1850, and II: 

remedy suggested. . 
"The evil of the present system," lie observes, "is that the actual duties of a very 

important and responsible office' al'e in the hands of an unqualified iII-paid subordinate, the
head of the office doing little or nothin~ himself, and maintaining a superintendence that in 
nine cases out of ten ,is merely nominal. 

"The labour, tl)(~refore, Without the responsibility, falls upon the m.oonshee, who, some
times with and sometimes without a second assistant, discharges tIle multifarious duties ot 
the office, and is subjected to the ~reatest of earthly temptations, i. e. the receipt and 
custody,Of cash, with unchecked facilIties of cOI"ruption. The Dloonshee's direct remunera
tion varies from Rs. 16 to RJ. 30 a month. For this nominal recompense ne ~erforms the 
work, sometimes zealously and with energy; but his greatest zeal and,most active energies. 
al'e applied to the augmentation of his own resources, of which many ways present 
themselves efficacious towards the en4 proposed, but all pregnant with mischief to the 
department. ' 

" For this state of things/' Mr. T~ler observes, "there are two remedies :" Qne, " to pur
chase greater ~fficiel1cy in the presiding-' officer;" and the othel'," to purchase honesty and 
qualification in the working ofllcer." The former object Mr. Tayler had previously endea
voured to attain, either by increasing the salaries of postmasters, or by combining the
office with that of superintendent of roads in connllction with: the administration of .the 
Fefl"y funds; but both these plans being df'emed impracticable by Government, he submitted 
a scheme for the -accomplishment of the latter. ' 

141. Mr. Tayler'S' plan 'was to make the collector 01' some other public officer ex flffjcio
postmaster 'at every station, and to make the salaries now paid to postmasters available for 
increasing the salaries'*' of the head native clerks at most of the principal post-offices in 
the Bengal Presidency, "with reference to the iDlpertance and responsibihtit:s of the several 
offices." 

142. After carefully considering this point of inquiry, I drew up the sketch or a plan,. 
which, I forwarded to the Postmas~el's-general of the Lower and North-western Pr()vinces, 
for their opi~ion, requesting the,m to consider whether it would tend to produce greater 
speed and regularity in the dispatc,h of th~ mails, and provide for the efficient manao-ement 
of the several Mofussil post-offices. t:> 

"The dawk moonshees, at subOldinate post-offices," I observed, "are- now practically 
un~<?ntrolled ; that is to say, t~ey are subject to no further control than tha~ they submit 
their accounts and abstract registers monthly to the Sudder-office, and' are lIable if com
plained against, to bav~ theil' conduct inqujre~ ~l1tO ,by the postmasters. Subordi;ate post
offices are rarely, and, III most cases, never VISited by postmasters. The control exercised 
by postmasters over the dawk lnoonshees at the sudder stations, is generally little more 
than nominal. An intelligent natfve, of the class from which dawk lDoonshees are nolV 
taken, is competent 10 perform, and in practice the great majority of the dawk moonsbees. 
do perform, all duties connected with the recf:ipt and delivery of letters and parcp.ls the 
op~ning and, despatch of mails and .bal1ghi~s, the laying of tr~vellers' da'Yks, and the PI'epa
ratlOn of accounts. What the dawi(. moollshees cannot, or Will not do IS the very essential 
duty of regulating the time at which the/mails should be received an'd despatched, and of 

seeing. . 

* Note.-Mr. 'rayler proposed to have f~~ class~s o! clerkll, in 66 of the principall'ost:.offices, liz.; 

S Clerks, at Rs. ] 00 800 
28 " .. ,75 - 2,100 
24 " " 50 _ 1,200 

6 " " 25 150 

66 .4,250 ! 

At five Post-offices, Ban-ackpol'e, Dinapore, Dum-dum, Kedgeree, and Shergotty, lIr. Tayler recommended 
that 110 charge sh?,!ld be made; a.nd three, Ramree, Sandoway, and Fort Gloster, are not included in the) 
scheme. The addlhonal cost, it was shewn, would be Rs. 220, or, excluding Sin"'aporc from the calculation 
Rs. 490 a month. ,0 , ~ 

~ . . 
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seeing that they are eonveyed with speed and regularity. Except during the rains, the state App. (C.). No.1: 
of the road has very little to do with delay in the conveyance of the malls, where they are 
carried by foo~-runners. The delay is chiefly caused by the.want of proper control over the 
runners, and over those who are appointed to control them, by the absence of a properly-
regulated scale of rewards for extl'a speed. and punishments for delay, and by the extortions 
of the persons through whom the runners receive their pay. These are matters which sta-
tionary postmasters, whether paid or unpaid, cannot be got to look into. They must be 
attended to by a locomotive officer ha\ing no other duties to engage him, or they will be 
always neglected." 

143. The following is the sketch of the pian submitted for the opinion of the Postma~ters- Sketch of plan sug-
g~neral : g~ted by Commia-

" E ". .". K d SLoner. xcept at a Lew Import~nt ~tahon!', as, lor lDstan<:e~ e geree, Sumbulpore, and Sher-
gotty', the collector of the district, or the person exerelsmg the powers or occupyinO' a posi-
tion analogous to that of a collector, to be ex officio Postmaster. <> t 

"The dawk moonshees to be made deputy postmasters; those at sudder stations to lIe of 
tIle first class, and those at subordinate stations to he of,tpe second class. 

"'The details of each post-office to be conducted by and on the responsibility of tIle 
deputy postmasters. and the pOl:>tmasters to exercise only a general control over the deputy 
pos~masters' proceedings, to assist them in cases of doubt or $iifficulty, and to examine and 
counter~ig~ their monthly accounts. ~ 

.e The deputy postmasters of the first class to correspond direct with the Postmaster
general on, all general subjects, and all matters connected either with the sudder or subor
dinate post~office of their several distt icts, and to issue instructions to the deputy postmasters 
of the second class ill the name and under the authority of the postmasters. 

'Cf The salaries of deputy postma'sters to vary from Rs. 15 to Rs.5O a month, there beinO' 
a fixed number of each grade of !lalary. They should be appointed by the Postmaster-gene~ 
ral on the recomm.endation of the postmasters, and promoted by the Postmaster-general 
according to Ilis discretion. . 

/If ~o deputy postmaster of the, first class to be appointed or promoted, who does not 
understand English enough to write an o~dinary letter, and H mdee and B~ngAlee enough to 
read the addresses of letters in those languages, and who is not also thoroughly acquainted 
with tile business of" the Post-office in all its branches. 

If J'lo' deputy postmaster of the second class to be appointed who does not understand 
English; and eitller Hindee or Bengalee, enough to read addres~es, and to read and write 
fluently one of those languages. 

"A surveyor or inspector to be appointed for every -- districts, or every -- miles of 
post road, whose duty should be as follows: 

" First. ,To see that ,the arrival ~nd d·eparture of the mails at and from each station 
are propelly regulated, and that the mails are conveyed from station to station, and 
from chowkey'to chowkey" with speed and regularity. 

If Second. To see that the runners,·bangby burdars, and dawk bearers are regularly 
paid their fixed salaries, and that both the runners and overseers are also paid the 
rewards to which they Dlay be entitled for increased speed. 

I~ Third. To inspect the post-offices, point out to tbe deputy postmasters any irregu
larities into which they may have fallen, and, if necessary, report .such irregularities 
to the postmaster, or eventually to the Postmaster-general. 

"Fourth. To report momhly, to the Postmaster-general, the average rate of speed 
at which the mails are carried in both directions along each line ohoad in each district, 
the particulars being obtained from the deputy postmasters. 

If Fifth. To submit brief diaries of their proceedings for the information of the Post-
master-general. • 

«The surveyors or inspectors to receive fixed salariE's varying from Rs. 100 to Rs. 200 a 
month, and an allowance of Rs.- a day while actually travelling; also rewards for in~ 
creased !'peed. 

"The surveyors or inspectors to be appointed and promoted by Government at the reeom
mendlltion of the Postmaster-general. 

I< No surVE'yor to be appointed who bas not a good knowled.ge ?oth of English and either 
Beno-alee or Hindee, and who has not been found, by exammatJOn, to be thoroughly ac
quai~ted with tbe regulations, rules, and practice of the Post-office. 

"The rUDners,'banghy burdars, and dawk bearers to be paid as at present by the deputy 
postmasters through the overseers; but the monthly statement of rewards and fines to 
be vouched by the surveyor, before being submitted 10 the Postmaster-general for counter •• 
signature. 

" Where the mails are .,carried by contract, or on lines of road under the authority of a 
special salaried postmaster, the 1!mployment of insl,ectors might not be necessary, though 
the services of an illspector are found useful in the SumbuJpore division of the Bombay 
road. 

" It seems probable tha~ six or, at the most, seven jnspec~ors wo~ld be sufficient for the 
wI10Ie of the Lower Provlllcrs. The whole amount of their salaries would· not exceed 
Rs. 1,000 a month, and would be defrayed by the abolition of the paid. postmasterships 

87. F F 3 'at 
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at 18 stations,- but any addition to the d~~uty pOl'tmasters' salari~s must b~ an increase~! 
charge, though still much less than the addItIOnal expense of conveymg the mads by contract. 

144. With reference to this plan, Mr. Tayler writes:-" I think it.Iikely to be a very 
successful one, but I would carry it out on a still more !iberal scal~. The system of sup~r
vision hitherto in practi?e has been the mos~ .i~efficlent conceIvable. Collectors, ":Ith 
ability, but no remuneratIOn or sense of resp?nSlblhty, as regards the Post-office, or medical 
officers with Ra.50 a month, aud no abihty or leIsure, have g~nerally held ~he o~ce. 
Everything has been left to an ill-paid monnshee, and everythmg, save the Jmm~dlate 
duties of the station office, has been neglected. The propo~ed ~ystem w?uld ,~e an Incal
culable improvement, and I have no desire to cavil at any mmor ImperfectIons. 

Mr. Bennett doubts whether ex officio or unpaid officers, who are stated t~ be already 
overworked, could find time, even if they had the inclination, to pay ~hat atte~tIOn to postal 
matters, which the important interests of the department and the mtroductlOn of a new 
system, with a view to its being,worked efficiently, imperatively demand. , 

He considers that" it would he advisable to classify the dawk moonshees and theIr allow
ances according to their receipts and disbursements, and responsibility. attached to their 
respective offices." . '. . . 

" There can be no objection," in Mr. Bennett's opinion, " to the dawk moonshees bemg, 
responsible for the details of the offices which they personally conduct. Dawk moonshees 
are not likely to-experience difficulty in ordinary or triflin!; matters of public business, and 
ex-officio postmasters might probably deem it expedient that orders, in matters of an extra
ordinary nature, should emanate from the Postmaster-general himself." 

Mr. Bennett goes on to say, "If the deputy postmasters of the first class are to be con
sidered competent to correspond with the Postmaster-general direct, on all general subjects, 
and on aU matters connected with the sudder or subordinate post-offices of their respective 
districts, they might perhaps also be considered competent to solicit the instructions of the 
Postmaster-gtmeral direct, on all important or extraordinary occasions, forming precedents 
for future observance in the department, and, possibly, thev might also be entrusted with 
issuing instructions to the deputy postmasters of the second ~r lower class. 

" TIle proposed salaries of the rleputy postmasters appear to me to be too low to secul'e 
the services of trustworthy and efficient men. It appears to ,me also to b~ a point for 
consideration whether it would be expedient that the proposed ex-qlficio or unpaid and irre
sponsible postmasters, who are constantly being changed from. district to district, and 
who are frequently on duty in the interior of their districts, should have the power of 
recommendin~ for appointment, 'and consequently for dismissal, men who are to be held 
responsible by the Postmaster-general for the conduct of the details of their respective offices. 

,t It might perhaps be considered advisable, that there should be no intermediate authority 
armed with such powers between the responc;ible officer, the dawk moonshee, and the Post
master-general to whom the dawk moonshee is te> be directly responsible; and who, being 
himself a paid and responsible officer, it is presumed is likely to feel a greater interest in the 
efficient working of the department over which he presides, than ex officio and irresponsible 
officers could be expected to evince." 

Mr. Bennett thinks that the appointment of six or seven surveyors on the lines of road 
in the Lower Provinces would be advantageous, and that they should perform the duties 
prescribed in the plan. He also thinks that it miO'ht be with aavantage arranged that they 
shot:l.ld pay all the road establishment. He doubts, however, "whether men fitted for the 
perfo~maIJce of the,duties to be entrusted to them as surveyors, could be procured on ~he 
salarIes proposed, VIZ., Ra.l00 to Rs.200 a month, with a small allowance per diem, whIlst 
actually travelling." 

On the whole, Mr. Bennett considers that, with modifications, the plan proposed would 
be calculated to secure the objects desired. 

146. ~r. ~iddell observes: c. With reference to the plan proposed by you, I beg to say 
that I thm~ It absolutelY,necessary to have postmasters at large military stations, and that 
I do not thmk that effiCIent and trustworthy natives can be obtained on a smaller salary 
than is now given to Europeans. 

" A postmaster in India, at a civil or military station, is not merely a receiver of letters: 
he ha~ to make arrangements for travellers, to superintend lines of runners or mail cart. 
establIshments, t? answer references ~n all subjects connected with travelling, and to 
conduct the dutIes of the bullock trams. At out-stations and native towns the dawk 
moon~hees, or writers, or de{>uty postmasters, under whatevE'r designation they may come, 
have httle to do bu~ to rec~lve and despatch ,letters., When a uniform system of postage 
payable by stamps IS establIshed, the men WIll be WIthout temptation to dishonesty, and 
their accounts will require little or no check. 

. * Barrackpore 
2. Dum-Dum 
3. Rungpore-
4, Gya.- -
5. Dinapore -
6. I100ghly -
7. Berlia.mpore 
8., Dacca. 
9, Arrah 

10. Chupl'ah • 

.. 

Ra. 
- 50 
- 50 
- 50 
- 50 
- 100 
- 100 
- fiO 
- 50 
- 50 
- 50 

11. Bankoorah 
I 12. Chittagong 113. Dinajpore 

14. Jeesore -
15. Bauleah -
16. Nuddeah 
17. Pubna. -
18. 1'irhoot -

TOTAL 

" It 
Ra • 
50 
50 
50 
60 
60 
50 

- 51) 
50 

&.1,000 

" It 
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" It is chiefly to avoid a multiplicity of accounts that the Post-office collections of sub
ordinate post-~tfices are ~mbodied in ~he acc,:mnts of the Sudder post-offices:" 

"The appomtment of lIlspectors will, I thmk, be very useful, and I have appointed one 
an Englishman, experimentally, for the Benares division, including the post-offices of 
Goruckpore, Ghazeepore, Juanpore, Benares, Azimghur, Mirzapore and Allahabad. I will 
send you a copy of the instructions given to him, and another inspector will be shortly 
appointed to the Agra division, including the offices of Agra. Mynpooree, Futtehgurh 
Allygurh, Muttra, Etawah, and their subordinate post-offices." , 

" t:he salarie~ of the inspectors to be appointed will De provi~ed for out of the unap~ 
propnated portIOn of a sum placed by the Government of India at the disposal of the 
Postmaster-general, North-western Provinces, for the supervision of roads, and not otherwise 
controlled." 
. The instructions which Mr •. Riddell ha~ issued f?r the guidance of the surveyors (or 
mspectors) whom he has appomted experimentally, 10 consequence of my sugO"estion are 
appended.. They seem well calculated to serve the purpose [had in view. .. , 

147. Mr. Botellho, the superintendent of the Calcutta General Post-office, gives the 
following evidence on the subject: 

"765. Would the employment of inllpeclors, whose duty it should be constantly to travel 
along the lines of dawk road, and inspect the post-offices, the £tate of the roads, and the 
condition of the runners, tend to accelerate the transit of the mails, and improve the 
efficiency of the department 1-Yes; if such a plan could be adopted, and if proper officel's 
were appointed !>Ul'veyors, with authority to inspect every post-office, and to inquil'e into 
complaints against the moonijhees and other officers of the department, I have no doubt the 
speed of the mails would be greatly.increased, and the efficiency of the department materially 
proDloted. -

"766. How many inspectors do you think would be sufficient for the Lower Provinces 1-
I think seven would be sufficient. 'fwo for the Western road, two for the Berhampore road, 
one for the Dacca road, one for the Madras road, and one for the Bombay road. The 
inspector of the Madra!! road might inspect the Kedgeree road, and one of the inspectors of 
the Western road might take the Bancoorah road. These surveyors should furnish diaries 
for the information of the Postmaster-general, and they should receive travelling allowance 
while moving at so much per diem, in addition to their salaries." 

148. All the local postmasters in the Lower and some in the North-western Provinces were 
asked to give their opinion of the plan of making dawk moonshees postmasters, on a 
graduated scale of salaries higher than those they now receive, subjecting them only to the 
general control of the collector, or some other local functionary. The preponderance of 
opinion is in favour of such a plan. a.nd those who are opposed to it rest their objections 
chiefly on the unfitness of the present dawk moonshees, on the inability of the collectors or 
other local functionaries to exercise any effectual control over them, and on the general 
untrustworthiness of native agency. In many distl'icts it is admitted that even at the principal 
statiolls the dawk moonshees are, in fact, postmasters, and that to appoint them in the latter 
capacity would be to vest them nominally with an authority th~y now actually exercise. 
Those who fear the consequences of entrusting greater responsibility to natives do not allude 
to, and probably ove1'look, th~ fact, that all'the subordinate post-offices are managed by 
native clerks, subject to no practical control; and none of the postmasters had an oppor-' 
tunity of' considering the question proposed to them in connexion with the appointment of 
surveyors or inspecting postmasters; an arrangement calculated to provide that degree of 
control over the officers in charge of post-offices which is admitted by all to be needed. 

149. There SJlems to have hitherto prevailed an unaccountable disinclination to employ 
natives in the Post-office department, except in the subordinate capacity, and with the 
inferior desio-nation of moonshees or clerks; and Lhough it has been found unavoidable to 
entrust the ~anagement of the.. majority of post-offices to natives, yet, with one single 
exception at Ajme~e, there is not a native postmaster so called throughout the whole 
Presidency. 

150. A larger number of letters passes through some of the subordinate post-offices than 
throuO'h many of the principal post-offices; and in one instance, that of Jeeagunge, in the 
city ;r Moorshedabad, where the whole business is transacted by one clerk, on a salary of 
Rs.15 a month, the number of letters despatched and the amount of postage received is 
grl!ater than at several principal post-offices where there are a paid postmaster and two 
clerks entertained at six times the cost. ' 
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151. That the dawk moonshees are generally underpaid, with reference to the extent of State of office gene
their duties and responsibility, is admitted by all. and cannot in fact be denied. The result rally depends on the 
of my inquiry and observation has been to satisfy me that the state of any post-office does head clerk. 
not depend so much upon the efficiency of the postmaster as upon that of the head clerk; 
and that subordinate post-offices are generally, even under the present system, as ~ell 
manaO'ed as those at the principal stations. It appears to me that the Post-office IS a 
department, ill the management ?f the. d~tails of wl~i~h n~tiv~s ma~ b~ employe.d with 
peculiar advantage; and that the right pl'lllciple of admmlstenng Its affaIrS IS that whIch has 
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been adopted in almost every other public depar.tment, yiz., to entrust to the co,mparativety 
h ap agency of natives the· immediate executlve dubes, under defined and mdependent 

~ese onsibilit ,and to confine the functions of higher paid Eu~opean officers to th,~se of 
sufervision ~nd control. This, I think, is the.general rule apphcable to post-offices In the 
interior. The exceptions will be presently notIced. 

152. In tha United Kingdom the emploYf!l~nt ofstl~veyo.rs is considered an ess~ntial part 
of the system, an,d it is upon tIle zeal, actlV~ty and mtelhg~nce of th?~e offi~~I.s that the 
Postmaster-general mainly depends for affordm~ to t~e p~~hc the requIsite faclhtles fOI: the 
receipt and despatch of correspondence, and tor. mamtalllmg an effectual control ovel the 
vast number of postmasters employed throughout t~e country. ThEl duty of these officers 
is" promptly to detect and remedy, or (if the ,authorlt~ of the Postmaster-general be neces
sary) to suggest the means of remedyi~g. all defects m the Post-offi~e system; t~ be con
stantlyon the watch fOI' the (!leans of g!vmg to the c?I'respondence of t~e cou~tr,Y Increased 
celerity, regularity and securIty; especIally when thIS call be done WIthout mJury to the 
revenue' and in short to do all that lies in their power, not only to remove the grounds of. 

" , f h hI'" just complaint, but to anticipate the reasonable wants 0 t e pu IC. 

153. I have met with abundant evidence in the- course of my.in~uiry to s,h?w how m~lch 
the services of such officers are needed for the purpose of COITe~tmg Irre~Ularltlcs of practice, 
which, however obvious, it is not supposed to be the particular bUSIness of anyone to 
correct. 

154. For instance, the Berhamporemails to Jessore and other stations to the eastward 
were, until Auo-ust last, when I brought the circum-

Baluempoor ~ stance to the ~otice of the Postmaster-general, sent 
~ via Baraset to Dum-Dum, from whence, after being 
~ detained 24 hours, they were sent back again via 
~ Baraset to Jessore; and this, although the mails in 

the contrary direction wel'e being invariably sent 
direct by a cross road from Jessore to'Kifijhnagur, 
and thence to Berhampore. 

155. Again, by all arrangement made in 1839 
by a former Postmaster-general, all packets coming 
fmm the north-west (or stations to the eastward, 
inlltead of passing thI'ough the General Post-office, 
were detached at Barrackpore and sent across to 
Dum-Dum, jn order apparently to save ,the estab
lishment of the General Post-office the trouble of 
sorting them. Ever since that time up to August 

last, these packets 011 arriving at Dum-Dum have been made up into one packet ad· 
dressed to the postmaster of Jessore, where they were detained one day; and then those 
intended for stations beyond Dacca, put in a packet addressed to the post-mastel'-at Dacca, 
where they were detained another day. When I hrought this iI'regularity ~o the notice of 
the Postmaster-general steps were taken to cocrect it. , 

• 
156. Again, these very packets. after being folded up in one packet, instead of being kept 

at :pum-Dum to go all with the Calcutta mails, are forwarded to Baraset, one stage further 
on, and detained there for the arrival of th~ Calcutta mails. This circumstance was brought 
to the notice of the Postmaster-general in August 1849, bnt the orders issued on that 
occasion had not the effect of putting a stop to the practice, as I found it ~xisting in 
July 1850. .. 

157. On the 16th of August 1850, I posted a letter at Cutwa which was not delivered in 
Caleutta until the 20th, though the distance is only 95 miles. On inquiry, I found that 
the letter was despatched ti'om Cutwa at 9 A. M. on the 17th and arrived at Calcutta at 
? P. 1\1. o~ the 20th, after an interval of ~3 ~ours, of which 41 were passed in detention at 
mtermedlate post-offices. I brought thIS circumstance to the notice of the Postmaster· 
general, and_ letters now reach Calcutta from Cutwa in 191 hours. 

1~8. At the Delhi Post-office,. I discovered that letters for Sultanpoor Oude, from being 
put mto the Boolundshuhur bag, mstead of the Cawnpore bag, took five instead of three days 
t~ reacl.l their destination. This erl'Oneous practice .had existed for many years, but is now 
dlscontmued. 

159. These and several other irregulal'ities which came under my observation, on a 
cursory inspection I made of several of the post-offices in Beno-al and the North-western 
Provil~ces, have served to convi,nce me that, while all the oruineary duties of a post-office 
may be well performed by a native clerk, the duty of superintendence and re17ulation should 
be entr,usted t~ a higher clas.s of o~cers, untrammelJed by any other functiQn~. The nurnber 
of officers wluch such supermtendmg officer would be able to contl'Ol depends not so much 
on the amount of corres~onden('e p~s~ing ~hrough each office, as upon the di&tance of one 
office ~I'om anothcr. It, l~ of the highest Importance that each post-office; principal and 
subor~mate, sholl.ld be VISited as frequently ~s possible by any officer exercising a power of 
super.lIltendence, ~n. ?rdcI: that the pers?ns In chal'gtl of them may feel an abiding sense of 
plactlcal responsibility for the proper (hscharge of their duties, that irregularities ILay be 

. checked 
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checked before they can ripen into pra\!ti-:e, and that advantaae may be taken of every cir
cumstance to· regulate the rl'!,ceipt and delivery qf letters, and the despatch of mai!!; so as 
,to. cO~Quce in e,vel'y pos!.'ible way to, the convenien~e of th~· public. It is !lIso ab~olutely 
essentIal tl) thE; attainment of regularity and speed m the qespatch of the maIls, that a more 
direct Ilnd vigilant control should be e",erci~~d ovel' the road establishlllents than can pos-
,sibly be expected from a resident and stationary postmaster. ' 

160 .. A system.somewhat analogous to this has partially existed in the Bombav Presi
dency for the last eIght years, and has been attended with success, It has already been 
stated .that the plan meets with the concurrence of all the principal pOFtaI authorities of this 
Pre.;idency, and that It has ,been actually put in operation by the Postmaster-general of the 
North-western Provinces. 

App. (C.), No.1; 
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. 161. Mr, Ridd('11 considers that it is absolutely necessary to have posfmasters at large Mr. Riddell's ob
military l'tations, lind that efficient and ·trustworthy natives cannot be obtained on a smaller jection noticed. 
salary than IS l)OW given to Europeans. A postmaster at a civil or military station, he 

• 'observes, is not merely II receiver of lett!'I'~, but hac; to make arraDgements for travellers, to 
supelintend Im!'s of runnel'S or !!Iuil cart establishments, to answer references, and to conduct 
the duties of the bullock train-.;. But. ill fdCt, there are many stations ill the North-western 
Provlllces, both civil and military, where, with the exception of those connected. with the 

. bullock train, and the mall cart and pa!'seng:er van e~tabllshments, these very duties are now 
discharged bv ndtive clerks, If European postmastf'rs are required along the line uf the 
grand tl1lnk' roat! to superintend these establishments, the lemunera,!:ion they receive on 

, ~hl:lt accoullt should be paid out of the profits arising from th~ bullock train and passenger 
Cal'liHge~, which amount annually to a con"iderable sum, but which have no necessary con 
nexion with the p,),;t70ffice, and none at all with lhe conveYdnce of the lett!'r mails, In fact. 
some of the pOilllllastel's are alrea4y remunerated on this principle, The postmasters of 
Allyghul' aQd Benares recelvt' a monthly allowance, the former of Rs. 420, and the latter of 
R$. 200, for superintelldillg the /llail Cnrt and pa.,.,enger van establishments, in add,tion to 
theit; salaries. 

162. On mature considHation, I am of opinion that at every posf..tOffice there should be Deputy postmasters. 
a resident Ilnd stationary deputy"postmaster, directly ,aud independently responSible for 
the prope!' conduct of its affaIrs; that the offices should be grouped mto convenient circles 
fo!the purpo"e of Illspectioll, and that to each Circle there sllOuld be appointed a postmaster, 
whose duty it; should be to travel constantly from po~t-offic,' to post-office, and exercise a 
constant alld vigilant SlJpf'fvlsion over the deputies, dnd their office and road estahlishlllent~, 
sU'bmitting weekly dIaries of his proceedings for the information of. the Postmaster-generdl. 

-i(i3. ,With the exception of th~ princip~1 stations along the grand tl'Unk road from Cal-
_ cutta to Lah(lre, and th~ Calcu~ta an~ Bombay road, and those in the distant and Isoldted 

",tations of A~sanlJ ArJ'akan, the Tenasserim" Provinces, and the Straits Settlement;:, the 
present Post-office deike, If thought qualified" should be placed in I~dependent charge of 
their respective offices, under the desiguation Of deputy postmasters, WIth salaries varying 
accordmg t<,l ~l1e aI;lnexed schedule,· subject to no !lllthor~ty but that of the inspecting post
masters of CIrcles and the Po!\tmaster-generaI of the PreSIdency. 

164. The Lower Pl'O~illl'~S should, for purposes of Post-office inspection, be divided into 
the following cIrcles: 

, . 

1st, Burdwan: comprising the post-offices of Barrackpore, Serampore, Hooghly, 
Burd\\all, Beerbhoom, ,Bankoora, Chota. Nagpore, Hazaribagh and Manbhoom, with 
theil' subordmate offices. 

2nd. Fatna: comprising the post-offices of Shergotty, Gya, Patna, Dinapore, Til'
hoot, Al'l'ah, Chuprah, Mooteehary. Nepaul, and their subordinate offices. 

3rd. Berhampore: comprising the post-offices of Dum-Dum, Baraset, Nuddea, 
Berhampore, Bauleah, Pubna, Bogra, Jessore, Furreedpore, Backergunj, and their sub
ordinate offices, 

4th. Bhaugulpore: comprising the post-offices of Bhaugulpore, Monghyr, Purneah, 
Maida, Dinagepore, Darjeeling, Rungpore, Gowalpara, and theif subordmate offices. 

·sth. Dacca: comprising the post-offices of Dacca, Mymensing, Sylhet, Cachar, 
Chirapoonjee, Tipperah, Bhuliooah, Chittagong, and their subordinate offices. 

6th. Cuttack: comprisin/1: the post-olfices of Diamond Ha~'bour, Fort, Gloster, Ked
geree, Contai, Tumlook, JelIasl)re, BaTasore, Cutta$!k, Poree, ~nd theIr subordmate 
offices. 

7th. Midpapore: comprising the post-offices of Midnapore, KeerplIy, Cbyebassa 
Sumbulpore, ltaypore, Na~pol'e, Kamptee, and theil' subordinate office. 

Circles of inspec
tors, Lower Pro
vinces. 

This would leav!' 14 post-offices t unprovided fOl', ,iz., Akyab, Kyook Poyoo, Ramree, 
Sandoway, Munneepore, Gowhatty, l)ib~ooghur, Nowgong, ~eebsagur, ?-,azepoor, Ma,ul
mein ~in<Yapoor, Penang, and Malacca. fhese places are so dIstant and, WIth the exceptIOn 
of th~ seaports, ('omparatively so unimportant, that it would be difficult to provide for theil' 
rerular in;:pection by an officer of intermediate grade between the deputy postmaster and , 

o t~ 

• See paragraphs 235 to 242 • t Besides six subordinate offices. 
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Postmaster-<reneral without incuninO' an expense more than commensurate with the.advan_ 
tages likelY'" to re;ult frolD su<;h an'" an·angement. Most of the pyaces are accesSible by 
steamers, and should 'be visited periodically by the Postmastel"-general. 

165~ In the North-western Provinces the circles of inspection might be divided as follows: 
1st. Benar-es:*' including the post-offices of Benares,. ~hazeepo~re, Goruckpore • 

Azilllgurh, JouDpore, Allahabad, Nagode, Mirzapore, and their subordmate offices. 
2nd. Cawn ore: including the post-offices ofCawnpore,. Luckno~, Banda, Humeer_ 

pore, Jaloun, Puttehgurh, Shajehanpore, Nyagong, and their subordmate offices. 
ard. Agra: including the post-offices of .Agra, M.ynpooree, Etawa, Muttra, Hodul, 

Jaypore, Gwalior, Allygurh, Seepree, and theIr subordlllate offic~s. . 
4th. Meerut: including the post-offices of Meerut, Del~l! Bal'ellly., Moradabnd, 

Almorah, Sebarunpore, Landour; N ynee Tal, and their subol'dmate offices. ' 
5th. Umballa: including the post-offices of UmbalIa, Simla, Subathoo, Sirs~, Ladwa; 

Kussowlee" Kurnaul, Kalk~ Hallsi, Dugshahee, Jullunder, Ferozepoor,. Loodhlana, and 
their subordinate- offices. 

6th. Saugor: including the post-offices of Saugor, Sehore, Seonee,. NUI·singpore. 
JubbuTpore, Hosungabad, Jhansl, Baitool, and their subordinate offices. 

7th. Indore: including the post-offices of Indole .. El'inpoora, KOLahJ Ajmere .. Nee
much~ Nusseerabad, and their subordinate offices. 

'8th. The Pl!mjaub.· , 

166. It seems, however, that the post-offices of Indore, Erinpoora, Kotah, and Neemuch 
might, with great advantage, be made over to the B?mbay Presi~en.cy. There is a Bo~bay 
post-office at Mhow, only 14 miles from Indore, whIch, under a SimIlar arrangement, wIll be 
subject to the inspection,of a Bombay postmaster, and tbe communications between Indore 
and Bombay are much more frequent than those between I ndore and Agra. There is not 
much difference between the distance and acce~sibility of Indore from either of those two 
places; but the dutie~ofthe Postmaster-general of the North-western Provinces have nolY, 
since the annexation of the Punjauh, and the establishment of the bullock train,and pas
senger carriB.ges, become far more arduous than those of! the Postmaster-general of Bllm
bay; and this obvious means towards equalising the two ought not to be neglected. Tfle 
Inearest principal post-office to Indore, on the Agra side, is Seepree, 290 miles off. 

167. Neemucb, K.otab and Erinpoora, with their subordinate post-offices, migl:t also be 
co~veniently mspected by the postmaster of one of the northern divisions of Bombay; and 
thIS too would serve'to reheve the Postllla'!ter-genel'aI of the North-western Proviuces of a 
portion of~is duty, and reduce the territorial limits of his authority within a. more manage
able compass. Now tllat the post-ofli'ces in Scinde have been placed under the Bombay 
~o~e~nI?ent, there ?ould not be a mor~ conven~ent nort?ern. bounda,ry of the Bombay postal 
JUflsdlctlOn tha n a llDe drawn from Slllkarpore 1'1 the direction of N agpore so as to include 
the four principal poat-offices am:! their subordinates, whic,h I propose to tr~nsfer. • 

1,68. If this arrangement be approved, the post-offices of Ajmeer and N usseerabad ~av 
be IDs?ected by the postmaster, at: t.h~ Agra division, and the services orthe 8th inspecting 
postmaster made available to dIIDIIll"ll the extent of some of the more in'portant Circles to 
the northward. . 

169. ~t would also, I think, be advisable to transfer the post-offices of Nagpore ~nd 
Kamptee from Bengal to Bombay •. They are nearer to, and far more accessible trom, the 
latter than the- for~er' p}ac,e; and In fact the Postmaster-general of Bengal c-annot visit 
them. except by. tl~ve~h~g up the great trunk road, and passing through several places 
undel the postal.lUrl~dlCtlOn oi"th.e North-western Provinces. Moreover, It is not deSirable 
:~at ~~ Phst ~n ~o .Important a lme as that. between Bombayand Mirzapore !'hould pass 
0- rou", t e dlstflct of a pos,tmast!lr sub.o~dmate and responsible only to the Postmaster
peneral of Cal~utta. .Even With thIS addItion, besiJes those above mentioned the- Bombav 
o~t~aster-generah~ Will have fewer Post-offices under him, and a far smaller ~xtent of po it 

roa 0 manage, t all any otber Postmaster-general ill India. . 

170. At the principal stations alon" th d t k d" • 
Allahabad Cawn ore AU h A ,.. e. gran run -roa , VIZ., Shergotty, Benares, 
are mail c~rt ani buli/)ckYfr~~ll' tgrba\,. hD•ellll, V mb1allka, J ullunder and Lahore, where there 

d· I . es a IS ments 'to 00 after it would n t b d' ~ hI to 1'e uc~ t Ie salaries of the present postmasters b t th '. d . ' . hoe a VIS"'t' e 
of deputy postmaster and their offices d ' u . ell eSlgnatlOn s ould be changed to that 
tion by the postmast;rs of circles as ili~s:roceedlDgs should be subject to the same insp~c
at less Important stations. ' of other deputy postmasters all lower sa lanes, 

coneetorsnouJd not 171. On the whole, I am satisfied that no advant l' . . . 
exeroiseintelference. other local authority a power ofintel'ference w'th th ag~ ,,:ou ~ anse from glVlDg the collector or 

circle of inspection. At post-office~ not so inc) d de i aIrs 0 any post-office included wlthin a 
• ing machin{;ry is necessary. All th'lt is re ui~ d" do not percelye that any change of e.xist

methodical control should be exercised overthe! bIn :bsppect to them is, that a closer and more 
~ y e o~tmaster-general. The postmasters 

of 

* This has been already done. > 
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of circles .saould be appointed by Government.on the nomination of the Pcistmaster~eneral. App.;(c,), NQ.l. 
They should .Feceive salaries 'Varying fllom Rs. l{)O to lIs. ,~Oll.a Inorrth,.with an allowance of P t f 
Rs. 5 a day while travelling; and a further allow,ance depending ,upon the rate at which the c~l:~;~~ a~
Jllail~ are carried througlwut their several divisions. A reulUnerative Tate of travelling .allow- pointed. 
ance is recommended 1I.s'the means .of inducing the postmastel's,to visit aU parts of their 
several circles us frequently as possible; and ,they should .also, for the Isame purpORe, have 
the privilege of travelling free of charge iu all Government caniao-es or vessels within the 
limits of tbeir authority. " 

172. The deputy postmasters should be appointed anti prolPoted by the Postmas.ter-gelJeral. Deputyp08tmasters, 
III the majority of cases he :would no doubt be guided by the recommendation of the inspecting how appointed. 
postmaster. 'but it would probably not be found cunvenient to give to the latter the power of.n'O-
1ninating in aD cases. A nommal list of r!lputy posbnastels, with a statement.of their salaries, 
service, and qualifications, should be kept in the J>ostmuster-genel'al'l! office. Temporary 
arrangement .. for conducting the duties of a post-office during the occasianal.absence'Of a 
deputy postmaster, 'from Slckne~s or other cause, should .be made by the im~pecting post-
master, subject to d.he apprOVal of the .Postmaster-general. 

178. It is not necessary 'tbat ~ll communications between the deputy postmasters at Correspondence,of 
prinCipal stations and the 11'0stmaster-general should be made through the inspectmg post- de'put~postm8Sterll 
master., .on 'the contrary, it is very desirable that the inspecting postmaster should not be Wl~hTal°stmaster
a channel of corresPQndence, and that he should receive no written communications from ge e . 
df'puty postmasters, except such as Telate to the time of the an'ival and departure of mails. 
The P.ostma'Ster-general would continue to correspond direct with the aeputy postmastel s 
of principal stations; and bI them his instructions would be communicated, as at presel1t, to 
those of subordinate stations. In like manner, the cash accounts ofsuhordinate post-offices 
would continue to be incorporated, as they now are, in those of the .principal offices to which 
they arp. severally attached. 

174. In the cash accounts of the Mofussil post-offices in ,the Lower Provinces the actual Accounts ofMof'ussil 
postage il"ealil!ed each day on paid letters, &c., despatched, -and unpaid letters, &c., Teceived, ~ost-?ffices, Lower 
is rentf'red i'II an ~bstract lI'egister, and brought io .credlt,in the monthly cash account under rovmces. 
appropriate heads, the difference between'bearing pastage due ,and realised being shown in 
a memorandum at tile fo@t. The abstract !Fegmter jlf the receipts of each month ds sent as a 
voueller with the m01i1,thly cash .account to the accOrUntant .to the GOiVernment ,o.f .Bengal ; 
but it is obvious ,that as a l'@u,cher the document is useless, being prepared without 'Practical 
check or control bY' the 'Very,office~ who prepares the acco.unts. ',[here is no security whatever 
that in M ofussil offices the postage either on paid letters, &c, despatched, or on unpaid letters, 
&c.~ received, is fully accounted for, In the former ca~e a letter may he suppressed 01' 
charged with hearing postage with.out much risk of disco.very, lind in !the latter ·caile the 
pOl:ltage received from the addressee on delivery may hc embezzled alm0st,wlthout 'risk of 
discovery at all. There is no remedy for tlus so long as the ilystem of money pay.ments 
last. . • 

• 
17 a. In the North-west Pr0<vinces the actual :amount of postage realised on paid letters, &c" North-west Pro-

despatched, and.due on unpai4 letters, &c., treceived, is entered in the ·cash account, and the vinces. 
amount ofuncollec1t'd po.sta~e 'appears.in the inefficient halance. A statement of postage col-
lected during the month is appended to the cash account, but as a voucher it is perfectly use-
less. There.is, im fact, no effectual'check over the receipts 'ofpostage, either on paid or bearing 
letters. The 'manner of crediting ·the poi'tage on unpaid letters in 1he monthly C8Sn 

accounts lought Ito he uniform throughout India. There can .be no doubt that the proper 
plan is :lI0 hringiID -credit·only actuall'ecerpts, and shew the outstanding balance in a memo-
randum ll.'t the fOQ.t. 

176. In Bengal the accounts of the Mofu;;~il po.st-offices are senUo the accountant to the To whom submitte 
Govel'llment of Bengal, who compares the eDtries with the voucher~, requires explanation Lower PI'ovinces. 
of,discrepancies, and incorporates them in the general annual arcollDts of the Presidency. 
'fhe Postma!!ter-general has ordinarily no access to these accounts, nor does he exercise any 
control whatever over the cash transactions of his subordinates. The only return he receives 
is a monthl'y memorandum of receipts and disbursements frorn each post-office. These are 
entered in a general book, but no use is mllde of th{>m except for rare anI I occasional 
reference, wben the Postmaster-general desires to know the extent. of business performed 
at any given post-office. 

177. In the North-west Provinces a copy of the monthly casl} account furnished by North-west P1'o
every postmaster to the a~countant is sent t~ "'the Postmaster-general, who compiles from vinces. 
them a general annual return of the receipts and disbursements, and submit it to Govern-
ment \l\ ith a report on the financial and general state and progress of the department. 

17S. A plan for cheCking the accounts of post-offices in the Bengal Presidency was sub- Hon. MI'. EIJi~t's 
mitted to the Government of India in 1835, and put in force for a short time, but lias J'lan for checking 
discontinued upon the ground that the expense of tlte establishment required to examine postage accouut ... 
and cOUlpare the accounts of the several post-<,ffices wa!' greater than the amount of pecula-' 
tion like to be prevented. 1\11'. 1. E. EllIot, the f~amer and advocate ~f the, plan, aumitted 
that it would be too cumbrous to apply to a system of postal charges embraclOg the \'I hole of 
India, as the number -of accounts between every two post-offices would be so greatly multi-
plied as to. render the cost of the plan disproportioIlal to its ad vantages; and all other 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

officers of the department are unanimous in considering it impracticable. 1\!oreC?ver, it. is 
obvious that no accounts of the kind can present an effectual ch~ck to the particular speCies 
of fraud supposed most extensively to prevail; viz., the supp.resslO~ of letters at the ,office of 
despatch, the overcharge of postage, or the prac~ice .of ~endlDg pal~ letters as unpaid., .All 
that Mr. Elliot's syst~m could effect, and ~hat with mfinlte trouble and expense, wa!; that ~II 
postage once entered In the post-office registers should be duly accounted for. 

179. In England the accounts of postmasters are checked br the letter. bills or rhenans, 
which are aU sent to the accountar.t-general at the London (~eneral Post-office, by wh9m 
each postmaster is debited with -the amount of postage on all paid letters despatche~, and all 
unpaid letters received, at his post-office. B~t alth~ugh the number of ac~ounts IS greatly 
reduced by the system of forward offices, yet It req lIlres a very large *' estabhsht,nent to, work 
the system, and its object i'l after all only partially attained. The only practicable ch~ck 
on peculation In the Indi~n Post-office, is to ~ake prepayment of postage, as far as pos,slble 
comp'ulsory, and to require the use of stamps III all cases of prepayment, Without exception. 

180. Throughout the interior of the Presidency an almost universal prefere.nce is ~iven to 
Europeans over natives in respect to the ~onveniences affo~ded for ~he delIvery ot letters. 

• Many of the postmasters state plainly that sU.<;h preference IS shewn; and others~ though 
they deny the existence of any p,:eference, admIt that th~ Europeans s~nd for thel!." letters 
and receive them from the Jlost-offic~ before ,other lett~rs go out fo~ de,lIvery. The rnle of 
the department is, that no letters shall be dehnred untll all are reglsterE'd, a~d these only 
through the delivery peons; but in practice Europeans can almost always obtain their letters 
immediately the packets are opened, the clerk taking a memorandum on the back of the 
chellan, from which the register is afterwards filled up. There is lm order in Bengal requiring 
that all mails shall be opened in the presence of the postmaster. This order is not and 
could 110t be always observed, as the postmaster i:t frequently absent from, the station; but 
the practice to which the order gives countenance IS, that the dawks when they arrive are 
taken to the postmaster's house, however distant from the office, and Ihere opened. If the 
hour is convenient, the other European!; of the station assemble there for the purpose of 
receiving their letters and newspapers, a memorandum of which is taken by the clerk at the 
time. When the proce!>'s of opening the mails is fibished, the clerk returns to the office with 
the I'emaindel' of the letters (includmg all those addressed to natives), registers the chellans, 
and then sends out the letters for delivery. The postage due on unpaid letters taken before 
r<,gi:.try and delivery is demanded afterwards. At several places the peons who take out 
the letters aftel' registry deliver those addressed to Europeans before they-think of delivering 
native letters. 

181. On this'!loUbject the evidence of Rad~anath Dutt, the head clerk of the Berhampore 
Post-office, may be quoted: 

"621 What is the duty of the third writer 1-The third writer attends.at the office aIr 
night, and at other than office hours. He receives th~ mails thai come in the night., opens 
them, and distributes the letters of the European residents whose peons are in attendance: 
He also despatches the mails which have to be despatched durinO' the night. The Calcutta. 
mail comes in at this time of the year about midnight, and in tile dry weather about 8 or 
9 P.M." 

." 675. Does the third writer, who remains .at the office at night, register the covers re
ceived from Calcutta and prepare them for delivery 1-N 0; he only takes out and registers 
t~e COVf'rs from Calcutta for the European residents. The European letters from interme
diate stations he makes a memorandum of, in the chellan inside each packet, because they 
cannot be enter~d in the register 'until aU the native let~ers from Calcutta have been entered; 
a~d, ~oreover, If they were then to be registered, it would occas!on great delay in their dis
tl'lbutl,;,n •. The covers lld~ressed to European res~dents, whose peons are in attendance, are 
then dl;.tl'lbuted, ~fter whiCh the writer puts by the remainder of the mails until the morning. 
At 7 A.M., ~e delivers over the remainder of the English letters to the English delivery peons, 
or to ap.y private peons ~ho m,ay be sent to l'eceiv~ them. At 8 or 9 A.M., the first writer 
com,es to the office, registers alL the covers received from Calcutta and the intermediate 
sta~lOns, and makes t~e remainder of them over to the heaa peon. He makes over the 
native letters as he registers them to the head peon, who enters them in a Bengalee register 
and then passes ~hem on to the delivery peons. 

'~676, What tllne elapses between the arrival of the 6rst writer at the office and the de
parture ?f the peons with the Calcutta native letters for delivery 1-From one to two hours. 
The native delivery peons generally go out. with the letters at about 10 A. M. 

" 677. 'Co~ld not the ~riter who ~ttends at night comple.te the registry and prepare all the 
letters ~Ol' d~hve!y early 111 ~he .mormng l-No; after opemng the Calcutta mails, and taking 
ou~, and reglsterm~ and ~ebvt!rmg the Eur?pean letters, he ,.requires rest. , 

678 .. But he IS .not m at~endance durmg the' dll;V 1-No; he comes at 8 or 9 P.M., and 
• has 1'\0~h1l1g to ?O !Ill the arrival ?f the Calcutta mall. It takes nearly three hours to open 

the malls and distrIbute the English letters, and then he is at work again from 7 to 10 AI M.' 

the 

* Note.-It appeal-B, from "K~ny's Post-Office Dir~ctory," that the accountant-generars department of 
the London General Post-office consists of one accoun~t-gcncral, a deputy. and 29 clerks.. , .. 
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the next day, in registering the remainder of the letters and other miscellaneous business App:(C.), No.1. 
He is an old man, and has been in the office about ]20; 13 years." . 

182. At Benares" theye is ~ne ~elive'1 daily in the ,city where the natives reside, but there Practice at Benares. 
are, two or th~ee del!verles dally In the. European sta~lOl1 at Secr<?le according to the time at 
whICh the mads arrtve. And yet the number of nahve letters IS nearly four times that of 
European letters. . 

• 
~83. The postmasters in this act under the pressure of circumstances. The tedious ope- Reason oHhis. 

rabon of reglste~ng the ch,ellans, ~~rkilJg aq the ,letters with the Ilame of the despatching 
office, and ente~ll1g them In deta!l In the peons ~ooks! before any of them are delivered, 
-causes a delay Intolerable to Englishmen, who are ImpatIent to receive their letters as soon 
after the arrival of the mail as possible. The rule, therefore, is sometimes relaxed, and some-
times altogeth.el' dispensed with in thei~ fav~)Ur; but the nat~ves, w~o haye more patience 
and are less dl!'Iposed to make known theIr grIevances, are subject to Its stnct operation. In 
post-offices where the rule is impartially carried out, the complaints against the postmaster 
are l?ud and angry. 

184. The way to obviate the evil is not to subject the Euro'p'eansto the inconvenience and Mode of pre venti 011, 

delay now imposed upon natives, but to get ·rid of the laborious, expensive, and, I think, 
unnecessary process of taking any record of letters (except such as are registered on pay-
ment of a fee) after the mails have been opened at the receiving office. . 

185. On the arrival of a mail the packets should be opened, the contents compared with Process to be ob
the chenans, and the chellans filed.· The registered and forward letters should be set apart, served in preparing 
and the remainder sorted into two divisions, one of paid and service, the other of unpaid. mails for delivery. 
'These again should be sorted inta as many subdivisions _ as there are beats or peons, with an 
additional suIJdivision fora window delivery. E~ch peon, before leaving the office, should 
give an acknowledgment for the number of letters delivered to him, and for the postage due 
on those which are unpaid. The window delivery should be open to all who signify to the 

• postmaster their wish to receive their letters in that way, and the postage on unpaid letters 
should be paid in all cases before delivery. After deducting forward unpaid letters, the ag
gregate amount of bearing postage due on the letters given to the peons, and delIVered at 
the window, should ag~ee with the total amount shown by the chellans. 

186. The system of entering the address of every letter in the peons' books ought to be J;'eoDS' books, 
discontinued. They should keep no detailed record whatever, except of letters registered 
on payinent of a fee. It should be assumed as a principle of the department that uDl'egis-
tered letters are valueless except to the person to whom they are addressed, and that the 
peon .to whom they are made over will ei~her deliver them 01' return th~m to the post-
()ffice. ' 

187. If letters are not delivered, complaints will be made, ana two or mOl'e complaints of 
letters undelivered at any particular post-office, or in any particular beat, would serve to 
direct suspicion aright. The security for the safe delivery of letters would, in fact, be as 
complete as it now is, for it is allowed that many persons cannot be got to write a receipt in 
the peons' book fOF letters delivered to them; and if a peon loses or makes away with a 
letter, he can either assert that the addressee refused to sign his name in the book; or he can 
go a step further, and forge the signature, a thing not difficult t? do where abbreviatic;>os 
and initials are mostly used. The only needful recprd of delivery IS a memorandl1m showlllg 
the gross number of stamped, or paid, and bearil'Jg letters delivered to each peon, and the 
gross amount of postage due on the letter. 

188. On this suhject I may quote the words of -Dr. G. Paton, the Postmaster of Dr. Paton's opinion. 
Allyghur:-

.. It appears to me that by the practice at present in force ill registering the addresses of 
letters by the peons, there is scarcely any real advantage6 as the peons seldom or never exert 
themselves to execute the duty properly 01' s<ltisfactorily. T.he reason a~sign,ed is always t~e 
same, viz. ' \Vant of time,' and no postmaster c~n well gam say them m thIS excuse •. It IS 

very seldom that a reference is ever made to theIr boo~s to ~race the fate of .any particular 
letter, excep~illg in the ca~e of forw~rd I~tters. By (h~COn~mU1l1g the um;~tJsfacto!y prac
tice, there would b.e a savmg of halt the tIme now reqUired III every office 10 makmg over 
letters to the peonil for delivery, as it would only be necessary for the peons to acknowledge 
the number of letters paid or bearing, and he responsible for the postage thereon. The 
public might complain of the Post-office not being able to satisfy them regal'~ing th~ fat~ of 
particular letters, and hence it would be desirable to have a system of speCial reglstratlon 
on payment of a fee as in England." 

189. No attempts seem to have been made in ~ithel' division of ~he Presidency to",,:ards Town delivery. 
the organization of a regula I' system of. delivery m large towns. 1 ~e number o{ dehvery 
peons attached to each office does not bear any Uniform propoltlOn to the number of 
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letter!' they have to deliver, or to the distances to which they have to .carry them,· and ill no. 
instanre that I have met with are the beats of the peons .known to ,allY one hut themselves. 
In some town'! the free delivery is carried to to~ great ~ dIstance/rom the post-office, and in 
others the general convenience of the comm~ruty reqUlres that .It should be extended. In 
.Bengal there are 10 principal and 53 subordmate offices: and. In the North ·west Provinces 
two principal.and 59 subordinate offices where there are no delivery peollS. t 

190. In the North-west Provillces aU letters addressed to persons livipg beyond the limits 
of the post-office delivery are sent to their destination by the distri~t. dawk, but in the Lower 
Provinces, in the Punjaub, and in all native states where a Bfltl!~h post-office has been 
established, such letters are either kept till called for, or sent out by a hired messenger; an 
extra charge .being made either at a fixed rate for eacb letter, or for the actual hire of the 
.messpnger. The same is necessarily the case with ,respect to all letters at post-offices where 
there is no delivery peon. The number of persons who send re~ularly to the post-office for 
their letters is very small, and they are chiefly European indigo planters. The publ~c 
especially in large towns, complain of delayt in the delivery of their letters, and in som~ 
eases with reason. They are not allowed to receive their letters direct from the post.office 
and the number of peons is not sufficient to distribute the letters within l'ea!lonable time~ 
In Benares and Mlrzapore, for example, the distribution of the letters of one delivery 
occ~J?ies the whole day. The post~~ste~ genera!ly reco~rnends t~e employment of 
addItIonal peon.'!., for the purpose of mltigatmg the lnconveruence, and In some insta.nces, 
such as those above quoted, it is no doubt proper to do so; but generally it wOldd be found
a more efficacious, and t:ertainly a far less expensive plan, to invite the public to send to the 
post-office for their letters, and give every facility for their delivery there as soon after the 
opening of the mails as possible. The prepayment of postage will remove tile most fertile 
source of delay in the delivery of letters, whether at thE; post.office or through ·.the delivery 
peons. 

191. The-

• TOWN DELIVERY, Bengal and North-western Provinces. 

Number 
N"",bel' Nu.nb .. Extreme Number 

Number 
of Di.tanee Di 

Number Extreme 

. of Letters Qf 
of of Letters of Di.t&nce 

Post·office. 
in a Peons. Deliverr· Post.office. ina .of 

Month. Month. 
Peon •• Delivery. 

I 
BENGAL: l1Ules. NQBTS·WEST PaovINcEs-eontin'!ed. 

Patna - - 7,337 10 
Ka.mptee • 

10 Benares - - 18,165 13 - 4,098, 7 2- Cawnpore- 20,766 10 . -
Berhampore 6,924 5 · 

~ 4 Delhi - 29,134 10 
Hooghly - - 6,686 5 

~ 

1 Ferozeporll 8,991 5 
Nagpore • · 3,199 5 · 
Dacca 

3 Futtigurh - - 12,287 6 
, 

- · 7,716 4 4 
Barrackpore 

Landour - - . 6,559 'l ~ - 6,730 4 6 LOQdhiana- 7,020 5 
DinapQre - · ~,598 4 -

4 Lucknow - 111031 7 ... 

I 
.. .. 

Meerut . · 24,798 9 ~ 

NOBTH~WEST PROVINCES: 
i Mirzapore- - 11,894 8 'z 

Agra ~ 
, 

r Muttra - - 5,965 3 - 28,278 15 

/' 

Umba.lla. ~ .. 10,142 12 
A1lahabad- - 112,]2 8 ! Lahore ~ - 15,931 6 
A1lygurh - .. 5,719 4 Peshawur - - 7,838 10 
Bareilly - - 6,860 6 Z Wm:eerabad LO,705 12 I -. 

t STATEMENT of the Number of Delivery Peons employed at the several Post-offices in the Bengal 
Presid.mcy 

1/341 
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191. The secure and p~nctual delivery ~f native letters is an object of the highest impor. App. (C.), No.1. 
tance, both, to the co~vem~~ce o[ the n~bves tbem~elves, and to the welfar~ of the depal't-
ml'nt. It IS beset WIth dl!ficu~tles, arlsmg partly from the expense attendmgothe employ. Iml,0rtance and 
ment of a large number of dehvely pe~ns, partly f,om the obscurity of native addresses In :~all;IZli!!ri~;' 
respect:, both to the name of the parties addrl'ssed and the locality in which they may letters. 
be found, ~>ut also to th~ indolence of the delivery peons and to the apathy and carelessness 
of the partie:! themselves. The nunlber of unclaimed letters which accumulate in the Post
master-general's office, amounting in Bengal to 22,736 and in the North-west Provinces to 
31,696 In the course of a year, affords sufficient evidence of the extent to which the evil 
prevail!1-.* 

192. So' fell' as it lies within the power of Government to remove the evil the means Means of effecting 
propel' to be adopted for the purpose are- 'this. 

1. The publication at each post-office of daily lists of unclaimed letters. 
2. T~e ,employment in all large towns of a sufficient number of delivery peons, with 

beats distinctly defh!ed. 

3. The universal emplo~'ment of the di&trict dawks for the conveyance of privatE! 
letters and the improvement and extension of these dawks where they are already 
available for the purpose. 

193. ~he two last of these measures wiII involve additional expense, but not commen" 
~urate w!th the benefits, they are, calculated to confer on the native public, or' with the 
mcreas~ ID postage receipts t~ which: they are Lkelr to gj.ve rise. In 1849-50 the district 
dawks In the ~?rt,h-west ProvInceo; Yielded a return !n Government postage,(over and above 
the extra ,?r mstrlct pos,tage) of Rs. 16,981, and thiS amount, ",hich (it may be confidently 
a<;;sumed) IS a clear gam, to. the Post-~ffice" is yearly increasing. It is not, howeve~, 
the' employment of the dlstnct dawks, In theIr present state, for the benefit of the public 
that causes allY ~xpense, but their exte~sion bet~een places where no regular communication 
for purely offiCial purposes has previously eXisted Or lIeed necessarily exi.,t. But on 
the subject of district dawks I have recorded a separMe paper. 

194, The attention of the Postmaster-general ~hould be constantly directed to the regula
tion of the delivery of native letters, especially m large towns; and it should be made com
pulsory on all postmasters to prepare daily lists of unclaimed letters in the vernacular 
language of the di'itrict, and hang them up for at least a fortnight in a c91H,picuous part of 
.the office where they nlight be seen by all persons coming to post 01' to receive letters. 
Where delivery peons .cannot be employed by the post-office, the inhabitants should 
be encouraged to make thei\' own arrangements- for the receipt of their letters from the 
post-office. ' 

195. In the Lower Provinces of the Bengal Presidency, there are 7,0161 miles of. postal Roads, Lower Pro
communication, Along 419 miles of this the mails are carried in mail carts, 350 by horses, vinces, 

, 4,9921 by foot-runners, 976 in boats, and' 279 part of the year in boats and part by foot-
runners, 

196. The only line on which mail carts are employed is the grand trunk road from 
Calcutta to Benares. Between Calcutta to Burhee, a distance of 246 miles, the' service is 
performed by contract. The contractor, Mr. T. J. Atkinson, engages with the Postmaster
general to convey all mails and expresses, with~ut reference to weight, 11l cal ts of approved 
con~truction, on springs, drawn by one' or more horses to be changed at stages, as nearly as 
practicable, six, or seven miles apart. Between Calcutta and Pultah (17 miles), and"agam 

Conveyance of the 
mails, gl'Rnd trunk 
road, Calcutta to 
Burhee, 

between Chitkuild and Mungulpore (71 miles), the contractor engage .. to carry the mails 
from the lst October to the 31st MaV in each year, at the rate of eight miles an hoUl' at • 
least; and from the 1st June to the 30th September, at the rate of 6l miles an hour at least. 
Between Pultah and Chitkund (36 miles), and between Mungulpore and Burhre (122 miles), 
he engages to carry the mails from the 1st October 1,0 the 31st May in each year, at seven 
miles an- hour at the least, and f!'Om 1st J lIne to the 3uth September at 5~ mile& an hour at 
the least. If the road between Pultah a'nd Chitkund be metaUf'd, he further engages to 
carry the mails the:eon at the same rat,e as between Calcutt!l and Pultah. ~xpress !Dads are 
to be carried by the contractor olle mile an hour faster than ordinary mails, provld~d that 
only one express is sent in one day. The contractor further engages to carry With the 
ordinary malls a guard appointed by the Postmaster-general. The mails are to leave Burhee 
immediately on their arrival from the westward, and they are to leave Calcutta at the time 
fixed by the Postmaster-general. The contractor is,liable to a fine of Rs. 7, for every hour by 
which he exceeds the time allowed fur the whole distance; and one rupee for every hour by 
which he exceeds the time allowed for any intermediate stage; but the fines are not to be 
levied if the contractor can shew, to the satisfaction of the Postmaster-general, that the 
cause of delay is beyond his control, or if two mads follow each other after an interval of 
less than 12 hours. 

197. The terms on which the cDntractor engages to perform "t~is ser~ice are as follows: Terms of contract. 
13 rupees a month per mile (payable monthly) where the maills carned at 8 and 6t miles 

an hour. • ' 
12 rupees 

---------------------------------------------
* The Benares postmaster states that, on an average, 65 native letters, or two per cent" are returned by 

the peons every week as unclaimed, and sent to the Postmaster-general •• 
87. G G 4 
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.App; (c.), No. 1. 12 rupees a month per mile (payable monthly) where the mail is ca~ried at 7 and 56 ,miles 
an bour. . . 

4 annas a wile additional for every express, payable only on conditIon that such express. 
is carried at the rate agreed IIpon.. .''-

The contractor def-osits rupees 3,000 10 Government proml~sory note~ as security. for the 
due performancE' of his contract, and in case he should be desirous, dU~'lng the contmuance 
of it, permanently to increase the rate of speed on any part of, the hlle, ~~e ,Postmaster
general engages to pay him at the rate of 8 annas for every half mile of additIOnal sr.eed per 
hour. The contract is for three YE'ars from the 1st May 1850. 

198. The carts are Raid by the contractor to be capable of, cll:rrying from 2.to 4 maundS r 

On days on which the steamer mails arrive, the aggregate Weight of .the mails. des,patched by 
the mail carl is generally between 2 and 3 maunds. 

199. No fines have hitherto been levied upon the contra<;tor. The a~erage rate of speed 
accomplished in the dry season, inc\udinO' stoppages, has been 7 miles, 7 furlongs and 
30 lloles an hour from Cal,'utta to Burh~e, and 8 m.les and I;> poles from Burhee to 
Calcutta; and in the J;ains, 5 miles, 6 furlongs, and 15 poles an hour from Calcutta to 
Burhee, and 5 miles: 8 furlongs, and 36 poles in the opposite direction. 

Eurhee to Benares. 200. Between BUl'hee and Benares (a distance of 173 miles), the mails are also conveyed 
by, 'contract. There are hyo contracts: one comprisil!g the road betwee?- Burhee, and 
Shergotty (44 miles), alid the olhel' the road between lShergottyand Benares (129 miles). 
These contracts are held by natives under the postmaster of Shergotty. Each contractor 
a~l'~es to ke~p th,ree serviceable horses at eac~ ~ta$e of 6 miles (except at the AtageA at 
either end of the hne and on the banks of the' rIver ljone, where only two ate kept), and to 
supply mail carts and harness, apd keep them in serviceable repair. For each horse thE' 
contractor receives from -Government a fixed allowance of Rs. 20 Ii month. The con
tractors engage to carry the mails at the rllte of 8 miles an hour from the 1st November to 
the 30th May, and 7 miles an hour for the rest of the year. For eVf:ry half mile of addi
tional speed per hour above tHe contract rates, on the average of the ,month, they rec,!!ive a 
premium of' one rupee.for each horse; and for every half mIle per hour by which the speed. 
falls short of the contract rate they are fined in like proportion. There are no ol'er~eers on 
this line of road, but 12 guards are entertained at Rs. 7 a month each, to travel with 
the mails. The contractors agree to carry expresses at a rat~ of speed somewhat faster than 
the ordinary mails, and if tl}ere be more than one express in 24 hours, they are remunerated 
by an additional payment of three ann as a mile. The average rate of speed, including
stoppages accomplished on this line, has been, in the dry season,~7 milts, 6 furlonO's, and 
9 ppJes from BurheE! to Benares, and 7 miles, 7 furlongs, and 3 poles from Ben~res to 
BUl'hee; and in the rains 5 miles, 4 furlongs and 14 poles, an hoUl' from Burhee' to Benares~ 
a,ud·5 miles, 5 furlongs, and 10 poles in the opposite direction. 

Sumbulpore to 
Nagpore. 

201. The only line of road in the Lower Provinces along which the mails are carried hi 
, horsps is from Sumbulpore ~o Nagpore in the Bombay road, a distanct' of 350 miles. The 

mails are carried by c6ntract along the wholt' of this distance. 

~aipore to Nagpore. 202. Between N agp(\re and R,aipoor (182 miles) the contrdct is in the llands of J umna 
I?oss: He engage~ t~ convey the oI:~h~ary and overland mails of unli~'llted weight by 
hOl'ses,-eamels, or carrIages drawn by hor~.~t!l~!lgh hors~s only are use~), at 6i milE'S aa 

• hour from the 15th October to the 1pth June, and Rt!U mdes an hour dUrIng the remainder 
of the ye~r. If the contractor fails to carry the mails at-i4i~ rate of, speed .he is subject to. 
the follOWIng scale of fipes- '~-

For a. delay of 1 hour 2 rupees' \ , 

" " 2'" 5 " 
" " 3" 10 " 
II " 4" 15 " 

5 20 ;: :: 6:: 30;: ~ 
And,if~here be a delay o~ more than six hours for /i!i~ successive days the contr t may be
forfelteo. The coptractor als? engages to forward expl'esses not exceedinO' teseers in 
~elgh~ at seven miles at;l hour tn the dry season, and five in the rains, on failu~e of hich he
IS subjected to a deductIOn of one half the extra remuneration allowed for expresses. 

203. For this service the Postmaster-general enO'a,ges to pay the contracto~ Rs i ;00 a 
month, and three anna.s a mile for every expres~, subject to deduction as ab~v~\ No> 
rell ards are allowed for Increase of speed. 

The contractor engages to cal'ry no letters or parcels except those despatched hy the ost
office, under a penalty of Rs. 1,000. 

'fhe contractor deposits Rs. 1,000 in Government promissory notes as security for be 
fulfilment of t~e contract, and he engages to pay the wages of his establishment monthly, in 
defdult of which tbe Postmaster-general mar pay them, deducting the amount from 1e 
col'ltract all?wance. The last contract, of whICh I llave cognizance, was for one yl'ar fr m 
the 1st Apnl1850. revocable at the pleasure of the Postmaster-general. -

204. The avera~e rate at which 9Ie mails are carried on this road is seven miles an 
36 poles an hour tn the dry !leason, and 4 miles, 7 furlongs, and 8 poles in the rains. 'fh 

. weight 
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-weig~t of the ';llails on ordinary days varies !'rom 9 to 12 lbs., but on Overland days each 
hQrse s loaq weIghs on an average 32 lbs., besIdes the rider. • 

• 205 •. The ~ame contractor also epgages to c~nvey the. b~nghy parcels on similar conditions, 
m conSIderation of a. monthly payment of Rs. 160, subject to deduction for delay. 

206. Between Raipore and" Sumbulpore (168 miles) the contract for carrying mails, 
bangllies, and expresses is in the hands of Mr. L. Babington, the postmaster of Sumbulpore. 
The terms an? condition~ of this contract are precisely si!Dilar to those ,of the other, except 
that Mr. Babmgto~ receIves R~. 2,010 a month for ~arrymg the mails, in!ltead of Rs. 1,500, 
and has to deposit Rs. 3,000 In Government promIssory notes instead of Rs. 1,000. The 
remuneration for expresses and banghies is the same in both cases. 

207. The average rate at which the mails are carril'd between Raipore and Sumbulpore is 
~ miles, 4 furlongs, and 31 poles an bour in the dry season, and 4 miles, 3 furlongs, and 
4 poles in the rains. 

208. On no other lines in the Lower Provinces are the mails carried otherwise than by foot 
runners or boats. And on all the lines of road where the mails arE' carried by foot runners 
or in boats, the persons employed are Government servants, and the mails are not carried by 
contract. 

209. Appended is a statement shewing the avera~e rate at which the mails are conveyed 
along each line of road, so far as any record of the same exists. - The highes't rate 
maintained by foot runners is on the road between Midnapore and Kamerara, viz., 6 miles, 
.a f\lrlongs, and 20 poles in the dry season, and 6 miles and 39 poles in the rains. When the 
mails are carried in boats no average rate of any practical value can be struck; and as the 
calcltbl.tion in every instance includes stoppages, It is impossible to institute any ('omparison 
betw~n the results shewn on the ileverallines of load without taking into consideration the 
special obstacles which operate to retard the mails in each instance. 

. 210. Great attention has been paid to the improvement of the lDeans of conveyance and 
the ,rate of travelling on the grand trunk road; and the mails are now sometimes conveyed 
in the dry season from Benares to Calcutta in 53 ho'ur,;, which is at the rate of 7 miles, 
'3 furlongs. and 25 poles an hour, including the stoppages occasioned by the unavoidable 
detention of the mails at the intermediate post-offices, and by crossing the rivers Ganges, 
Sone, Burakur, and Bha~irutty, and others of smaller size, which yet remain unbridged. 
'This is uudoubtedly a very e.reat improvement on anything that has been accomplished or 
attempt.ed on this ro~d in former years. 

App. (p.), No.1. 

S~mbulpore to 
Raipore. 

Otber lines of road. 

Rate of travelling. 

Improvement iIi 
rate of travelling on 
he grand trunk 
oad. 

211~ There has not yet been sufficient experience of the relative advantages of the two C:0mparison of two 
systems to justify a decided opipion as to whethel', on the whole, a contract such as that difFerent systhIDS of 
under which Mr. Atkinson conveys the mails from Calcutta to BUI'hee, or whether a modified :~:!d~;:~ ~o~ 
contract such as those superintended by. the postmastel' of Shergotty, is best calculated for . 
the speed>: and regular despatch of the mails. There is not much difference in point of 
expense, If the salary of the postmaster of Shergotty (who would not be ~nployed but for 
the necessity of superintending the mail carts) be taken mto account; ann the difference in 
point of speed may be attri?uted to the hill.Y chararter of the ~ountry between ~urhee ~nd 
Mungulpore, and to the difficulty of keepmg the road between Pultah and Clutkund In' a 
good state of repair, owing to the want of proper material for metalling it. I would recom-
mend, howevel', that 011 the expiry of Mr. Atkinson's contract in lS5:r, provision may be 
made for ensuring the employment of serviceable horse!', not only in respect to strength and 
size, but free from any vicious habits by which the tl'an"it of the mails is impeded. 

212. The mail carts in u!'e jn this line do not appear to me to be so well adapted for the Description of mail 
service as those in the North-west Provil1ces,t which are madli under the superintendence of cart used. 
Dr. Paton, the {lostmaster of Allyghur, and of which a sketch is appended, nor are they [Vide Enclosure 
capable of carrymg so great a weight of mail bags without affecting the speed ot'the horse. (H.), p. 267.] 
I would suggest that in future the mail carts in the Lower Provinces be built after this model. 

213. It seems very doubtful whether any good is gained by ~mploying gnal'ds on ~ail Guards. 
carts. They are of no use eithel' \0 protect the mails or to check the time. In the first 
place, the contractor always sends a !'elvant of his own with the cart; and this man .would 
be as efficient a guard of the mails as a Government servant. jf the contractor were held 
responsible for their safety. Where there is a guard the contractor is relieve~ of all respon-
sibility for tbe safety of the mails,.and the guard affords them no real protectlOll. 

214. The postma!'ter of Shergotty informed me that he cannot get th~ guards to ~ep.Ort 
delays; and indeed it is not to lie expected that the reports ~f persons 01 that descflpb~n 
would afford a more trustworthy check on the rate of travellIng than the return, entered III 
the teleO'raph, of the time'at which the mail carts arlive at and leave each post-office along 
the road. Where tbe mails are carried on horseback or by runners no guards are employed, 
though in either of tbose cases the mails are more liah!e. to be robbed,than wl~en they ar~ 
carried in a mail cart. The guards only add unuecessarlly to the weIght which the mail 
carts have to carry, and I would recommend that they be no longer employed. .. 

215. On 

• * SeIJ Enclosure (F.) t ~nclosul'e (H.) 
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215. On the Bombay rclad thl! mails are carried between Midnapore and Sumbulpore by 
foot runners, at a ra~ of speed {)n an average .nearly equal to, and in the rainy: seallon 
greater than that at which they ~re carried bn horses bet~e~n. Sumbulpore and Nagpore, 
though in the latter case 'the cost IS more than double what It IS In the former. 

216. The ordinary wei~ht of thema!lsonthisr?addoes~ot.exceed131bs •• being less 
than the load of a single runner, but In three or four days In each month the overland 
covers increac:e the wei<Tht to two mauDds (160 lbs.), or two maunds and a half (200 Ibs.), 
and to Il.leet this occasignal demand it is. necessary (especially where horses are used) to 
maintain as large, or nearly as large, an establishment as if the s~me weight had to be 
carried daily. 'The importance' of this line is considerably less than It .was be~ore the .est~b
lishment of a munthly steamer between Calcutta anti Suez, though stIll suffiCient to JustIfy 

.a .large outlay for a comparatively small, increase of ,speed. H, •. however, a hi-monthly 
steam communication should be hereafter opened direct from Ca)cutta to Suez, it·may be a 
question whether the establishment on the Bombay road ought not to be tl'educed to a single 
line of runners. , . , . 

217. iN Q effe~tual ,means 'appear. to ,have. heen take~ for, improving the rate of Ilpeed at 
,which .themails.are.carriedintheLowerProYinces.except.alongt.hetwo.main lines to 
Benares and Na~pore. The communications of the Postmaster-gen~ral with the local post
mastel's on this subject appear to have been confined to general reproof and exhortation, 
'and the bad state' of' the· roads seems t() have been accepted in- every instance, and urged 
upon"the. Goyernment as a sufficient 'feason why a better rate' of t;\peed could not be accom-
plished. No measures for ,improving the rate of speed appear to have been adopted by the 
local 'postmasters, ·except that 'of fining"the runners along a -whole line 'of road 'without 
reference to the particular ~pot at ~hich the delay occurs. 

,21.8. AppelJded to 'this paper will be found a table showing the greatest,and least time 
occupied in transit by the upward and downward maiL along ,the Dacca and Chittagong· 
roads during the months of January and February, from 1846 to 1850.* It will be seen. 
that during those most favourable months in' the year,lwhen the badness of the roads offers 
'no serious obstacle to the pro~ress' of a ·foot-runner, the tillle varies as much, as 421 hours 
in '842 miles,' and that' the, rate' of travelling towards Calclitta,'when the'mails are 1111:ht, 'is 
very freqllently less favourable than the /'ate of travelling -from CalcuttaJ when the malls are 
always heavy; and frequelltly overloaded. 

~ 19. The real cl!-use of th e ,irregularity al,l.d tardiness: of the, mails is that ,neither the 
runners nor the overseers (where they are employed) are. subject to any c.ontrol, and that 
the Ilystem of fining and rt'warding them according to the rate at which the mails are carried 
has been allowed to fan illto entire disuse. I have not been able ·to ascertain 8> single 
instance in which rewafds to' overseers or runners have been granted or even. applied for; 
and,the general imI))'ession seems to be, that·ithough there' is an 'order fixing the standard 
1'ate of tra~ellillg- at five miles an hour, no improvement will lead t<> additional Temuneration~ 

.2.~O. 'The ipostmaster of Jessore stated to. me that-he considered '~the chief ,cause. of the 
delay in the dawks to be the, circum~tance that the hurkarus do not. reside at the chokeys, 
but in the nearest hazar, which may.be a mile 0\" two rqff" or. ellen more. It. frequently. hap
p~ns that·when \hedawk arrives at-a. cho~ey the hurkarus are not in: attendance j and,then 
.either, the ti.red 1l\\J'karus must carry Oil the dawk, or, as, is more generally tile ,case" the 
,dawk is delayed I ill· the ,hurkal'us retum to the chokey." 

221. In addition to this cause, it not unrrequently happens that th~ fixed numher or 
runners is not kept up, and that weak and infirm persons are entertained upon lower wages 
than. an able·bodled runnel' ·would .require, tho~gh the full pay of an efficient establishment 
is. drawn, by the persons by whom .the runners are paid. these .causes are suffi.:ient to 
acc~unt ill a, gre,lt ,measure for, the <;Iow rate ,at ,which the maIls are carried throuO'hout the 
greater .,part of the Lower ,Provinces;, and, thE:Y, will. always exist, unless .. tho .ove~seers are 
helli practically I'",~ponsible for the speed _ of the mails, and, unless, postmasters are ohljO'ed 
constantly to travel along the several lines of road. .• ::> . . 
. 222. ;rhe only means. now used {)f checking .. the time oftravplling in the Lowel' Provinces 
IS by the telegl'ltphs which accompany the malls to and from 1he Calcutta General Post
Qffice,.along ,the .dir('ct lines of fuad .. No ;reckoning is takeD of the rate of travelling on 
branch or cross roads, or, of the time. occupied in the .transit of mails from one ,Mofilssil 
Post-office to Jln~ther,.e"!!~~t on tl'~por.ary and Fpecial occasions,"when a complaint i~ made 
of unusual delay In any partic,lIlar direction, and then thl! local postmasters are directed to 
keep lip local telegraphs between two given points for a short time, and ~end them to the 
Postmaster-general.t 

223., E~ch postmaster oug;ht. to ~eep ~ d~il~ register of the t.ime occupied in, the transit 
of the malls .on ,every road wll~m hiS J ~nsdl-ction, and he should su bmit a monthly average 
statemeflt of the same for tJle Il1fOrmatlon of the Postmaster-general, together 'With a bill of 
\,ewardl> payable to the overseers arid runners. Unless it should be thoQO'ht expedient lI"ain ., e 

to 

.. Enclosure (T.) 
t The telegraph is obviously unfitted for shewing the time at which a mailleavtlJ any given station as 

the entry mUbt be made and the telegraph deposited in the mail-bag some minutes before the mail starts.' 
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to introduce into this Presidency the 8ystem of contracting for the conveyance of the mails App.(C.),No. I. 
by foot runners: for cOlnparatIvely s~o~t ?istanc~s, which has b~n found to answer at 
Bombay, but,whlCh was abandoned In thIs Presu.lency 10 years 11.0'0 at Captain Taylor's 
recommendation, on account' of the expense attending it; there sh~uld be an overseer to 

. eve.ry 30 or 40 miles of mad, whose pay should chi~fly depend upon the rate on which the 
malls are conveyed, due allowance beIng made for I'lvers and other local impediments. On 
most of the roads in this Presidency overseers are already appointed, though. not properly 
controlled. Each· overseer should keep a· uaily ."egister . of the, rate of tl'avelling in each 
.chokey. and forward th~ same monthly for the ,wformatlOn ~f the postmaster, by whpm it 
should be compared WIth other' returns, and incorporated In the aenel'al monthly time 
statement to be submitted to the Postmaster-general. ., 

224. In the North-we~t Provinces (inclusive"Df the Punjab) there are 11,411 miles ofrost North-west Pro
road.' On 1067 ~ miles the mails are carried in carts or carriages, and on lO,343! miles by vinces. 
foot runners. The lines of road on which the mail is carried by mail carts are noted in the 
margin.'*' Except on the road from Meerut to Umballa, from Delhi to Meerut, and frdm 
Cawnpore to Lucknow, where the mails are conveyed by contract, the mail cart establish-
ments are managed 'by superintendents who, receive a fixed salary for this special service· 
and some of them are also further remul'lerated by a mileage for increas~d speed. ' 

226. The stages along these lines of roads vary from five to six miles, and at every staO'e Grand trunk road 
there are three horses which are hired, at the rate of Rs. 16 a month each, and .nn adaition~l and its btanches. 
,remuneration of one rupee for each hOI'se for every half mile of speed above eight miles an 
hour up to 11 miles, The syces are paid and the harness provided· by the persons who 
supply the horses, and one rupee a month is deducted from the hire of each horse for the 
pay of the drivers who are also remunerated, by a minimum monthly salary of Rs. 7, 
increased by eight annas for every additional half mile of speed up to 11 miles. There is an 
overseer to every 40 or 50 miles of road, whose pay is Rs. 30 a month, and a head overseer 
for every 100 or 120 'miles, whose pay is Rs. flO a month; but this expense is met partly 
from the receipts of the bullock train, which i~ under the same managemellt. 

. 226.., The superintendents 'of, the mail carts are remunerated, as already mentioned, by a 
separate salary, and in 80me instances by a further allowance depending on the rate of speed 
at which the mails are conveyed. \Vhere postmasters are also superintendents of mail-cart 
establishments, the salaries of the two offiaes are ,distinct. 

227. ~etween Meerut and Umb~la (132 miles) the contractor agrees to convey the mails, 
(provided they do not exceed two maunds in weight, and are not sent oftener than once in 
every 24 hours) in 15 hours during the dry season, viz. from 1Mh October to the 15th June, 
-exclusive of ten minutes' detention at each of the intermediate post-offices. For this 
servicp. he receives Rs; 2,000 a month, subject to'a fine of Rs. 50 for every half-hour's 
dete.ntion beyond the 15 hours. In the rains four- hours is allo~ed for detention. 

The contractor engages to carry all expresses on, horseback without additional charge, and 
to be responsible for the safety of all packets 'entrusted to him, And he also binds himself 
Dot to carry any private passengers or parcels under a penalty of Rs. flO. 

228. Between Delhi. and Meerut (44 miles); the. mails 'and parcels are conveyed by 
contract in a palanqum carriage, the contractor receiving a monthly payment I)f Rs. 90 a 
month. He receives also the proceeds arisin§ from the fara of passengers travelling in the 
same conveyance, subject to a deduction of 10"pef' cellt., which is carried to the credit of the 
dawk bungalow fund. 

229 .. Between Cawnpore and Lucknow (53 miles) there is a 1;imilar contract, th~ mails 
being carried to and fro in the palanquin carriageS' twiH! in every 24 hours, in consideration 
of a ~xed payment of Rs. 188 a month, and the proceeds from the fare of passengers, less 
a deduction of 10 per cent. payable to the dawk bungalow fund. 

230. It is very difficult to form an accurate estimate of the expense of conveying the Ip.ails 
in the North-west Provincest-on lines where mail carts or carriages are us~51 for the purpose, 
and wl.1ere the Post-offict! also undertakes the conveyance of passengers in carriages and on 
trucks. On the grand trunk line from Benares to Delhi, and on the branch roads to Agra 
and Meerut, carrJages and' trucks are provided by Government for the conveyanctl of 
travellers, and at every stage two horses are entertained for the same purpose in .addltion to 
those kept up for the mail carts. Thet expense of those two horses arE! debited to the 
passenger establishmp.nt. but. they are also available for the conveyance of the mails, find the 
mail cart horses are also avaIlable for ,the conveyance of passengel'S. The passenger horses 

* MAlT. CARTS. 

Miles. 
Benares to Allahabad· - ~ 72~ 
Allahabad to Cawnpore • 125 
Cawnpore to Allygurh -. 182 
Allygurh to Delhie - 80 
KhoOlja to Meerut - 40 
M~ruj) to Umballa -132 
11mballa to Jullunaer - 113 

. Jullunder to Lahore 
Allygurh to Agra - -
Bhowghong to Agra -
Cawnpore to Lncknow -
Delhi to Meerut - -

Miles. 
94 

-. 52 
- 80 
- 53' 
- 44 

1,0671 

are. 

Exc~pt between Meerut and Lahore, a distance of 339 miles, the roads on which the mail is conveyed in 
.car~nd-~iages are-metalled •. 

t Enclosure (G.) 
87· HH2 
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App. (C.), No. 1. 

System works well. 

Agra to Jndor . 

State of roads 
throughout the 
Presidency. 

Speed of greater 
impOl'tance than 
punctuality. 

Regulal'ity of des
pateh will be pro
moted by the 
appointment of 
inspecting post
masters. 

Post-office establish
ment, 
North-west Pro
vinces. 

244 ' PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

arp. almost. always put 'in requisition for the conveyance of expre~ses. On these lines
of road the banghy parcels are all conveyed ~it!ler ~n th; mail carts ot. the passenger 
carriages. The whole of thl" banghy J?ostage IS creu~te? In acc~unt under the l~ead of 
banghy, but the whole expense of carrymg the parcels IS mcluded In that of conveymg the 
malls and passengers. . 

23l. :rhe system works well, and g!ve.s great s~tisfaction to the p~bli~. I am not aware· 
that, under existincr circumstances, It 18 susceptlule of any matenal Improvement. But 
it should be borne °in mind, in estimatin,~ the relative expense of canymg the mails in 
Bengal and the N orlh·west Pl'Ovinces, that in the latter t~e carriage of pass~nger!'l not only 
affords the Post-office a considerable profit, but enables It to cany the malls and parcels 
more expeditiously and at a cheaper rate than it could otherwise do. ' 

232. A proposition has been recently made to the Government by the Postmaster-general 
of the North-west Provinces to establish a carriage dawk between Agra and Indore to 
connect the mail cart and horse dawk line from Bombay to Indore with the mail cart 
dawk in the Doab, and expedite the bi~monthly Overland mail to and from all the 
stations in the Upper Provinces. The state of the road, which is neither metalled nor 
bridged,·is the only ,obstacle to the proposed arrangemellt, by which a very considerable 
increase of speed would be attained on thil! important hne, lind the expense of which would,. 
in the Postmaster-general's opinion, be in a great measure defrayed by the carliage of 
passengers. ~ 

'233. It is hardly necessary for me to observe that the state of the roads throughout the 
Presluency, and I may almost add the abse(lce of them in most palts of Bengal, would 
prevent the adoption of speedier means of transit, even whpre it could be done .without 
additional expense, or where the extent of correspondence might justify an increased outlay 
for the purpose. The sallle cause, especially in the rainy season, and where unbridged 
rivers and nullahs have to be ~rossed, causes considerable delay in the transit of the foot 
posts, and affords a pretext fOl' much more than is really owing to other causes. The funds 
now appropriated to the formation and maintenance of roads in the sevel'al districts, and 

. particularly in those of the Lower Provinces, are altogether insufficient for the purpose; and' 
It is to be feared that"as now administered, they are not always expended judiciously qr with 
a proper regal'd to permanence and general utility. It has, however, been no part of my 
duty to inquire particularly into this subject. Howevpr neces!'oa,I'y good roads may be to· 

. pel fectioll in Post-office arrangements, they are of far greater importance as affecting the 
transit of goods and passengers from one part of the country to another. 

234. In the prl"sent state of postal communication in India, speed must be regarded as a 
far more important object than punctuality. There is undoubtedly a point beyond which it 
is not desirable to urge the strength either of man or beast, but this point has not been 
reached in any part of this Presidency, except on some sections of the grand trunk road 
in the North-west Provinces; and any attempt to regulate the transit of the mails at a more 
moderate .pace would ~ertainly lead to delay, without anv a~surance of greater j>unctuallty. 
'1'he attainment of punctuality is rendered extremely difficult, both by the want of proper 
means and appliances for regulating tl1e time at the different stations along a given linl" of' 
road, and hy the habitualiru'apacity-of natives to appreciate the value of time and the-use 
of I!larking it with accuracy. If a native coachman or runner be directed to accomplish a 
given distance as quickly as possible, he perfectly understands the order, though he may 
disobey it; but if he be told to moderate his pace so as to arrive at the end of his journey 
at a pl'ecis~ given time, the order is qui~e unintelligible to him, and its probable em~ct will be 
to make hIm delay on the road, and assign the order as an excuse. Exactness is a quality 
charact~ri~tic of a much ~igller stage of ciyilization than the natives of India. in genel'al have 
yet amvea at. The object of the 'Post-office should be first to attain, and afterwards 
to maintain the highest rate of speed of which the means-of transit on each line of road are 
cal'a?~e. '1'0 pI:escl'ibe a lower rate of speed in the hope of securing regularity, would, in !DY 
opmJ()Jl, be a mIstake. " 

23? As regards regularity in the despatch of"mails from terminal stations, and prompt
lless In forw4udil'g1.hem from intermediate ones, points of greatim~ol'tance in the economy 
of the. departm~~t which' are now but imperfectly attended to, as well as in the rate of 
travellmg, great Improvement may be expected fi'om the appointment of inspectinO' po~t
masters as proposed above in the 159th paraoTaph of this memorandum, and ill Bentr~l from 
the more ti'equent local visitation of the Postmaster.general. n 

:!36. Two sta.te~enb '*' are appended showing the office establishments i10W maintained 
at every P?st-office In the two divisions of the Presidenl!Y. The establishments in the N orth
west Provmces and the Punjab consist of the following officers: 

Monthly Salary. 

56 Postmasters 
269 Post-office Writers 
'147 ~loonshees and Mutsuddies 

'1'oTAL 

* Enclosures (K.) and (1\1.) 

Rs. a. p. 
, 4,835' 

7,003 -' 
1,898 

Rs.jI3,736 

The. 
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The salaries of tge Postmasters are according to the followir.g grades: 

• 
1 Postmaster, at Rs. 350 
1 ditto, at " 250 

.. 2 ditto, at " 200 
1 ditto, . at" 175 
5 ditto, at " 150 

10.ditto, at ., 100 
2 ditto, at" 80 
2 ditto, at" 70 
1 ditto, at" 60 

31 ditto, at J, 50 

56. TOTAL 

The Post-office \Vriters are thus remunerated: 

1 Wnter, at Rs. SO 
2 ditto, at 

" 
75 

4 ditto, at 
" 

60 
1 ditto, at 

'! 
55 

6 ditLo, at 
" 

50 
6 ditto, at 

" 
45 

20 ditto, at 
" 

40 
1 ditto, at 

" 
38 

12 ditto, 'at 
" 

35 
.1 ditto. at 

" 
33 

55 ditto, at ~, 30 
1 ditto, at II 27 ,. 

29 ditto, at " 25 
59 ditto, at I, 20 

2 ditto, at 
" 

17 -
1 ditto, at 16 

, 

" 61 ditto, at " 
15 

2 ditto, at 
" 

12 -. 
3 ditto, at It 10 
2 ditto, at 

" 
8 -

269· . TOTAL' 
, -, 

And the Moonshees and Mutsuddies as follows: 

13 Moonshees and Mutsuddies, at Rs.25 
8 'ditto, at 

" 20 
5 ditto, at 

" 17 
43 ditto, at 

" 
15 

4 ditto, ..: at 12 " .. 36 ditto, at 
" 

10 
1 ditto, at 

" 9 
9 -ditto, -. . -. at 8 

" 2 ditto, at ., 7.8. 
24 ditto, at ,. 7 
1 ditto, at 

" 
6 

1 ditto, at ,. 5 

147 TOTAL 

.. 

-

.-

r 

Monthly Salary. 

R. 
350 
2511 
400 
175 
750 

1,000 
160 
140 

60 
1,550 

a. p. 

-.-

Rs. 4,835 

.80 
150 
240 

55 - -
300 
270 
800 
38 

420 
33 ~ -

1,61)0 
27 

7Z5 
1,180 - -

34 
]6 

.,... 915 
24 
30 
16 

Rs. 7,003 - -

325 
160 - -. 
85 

645 
48 

360 .... 
9 

72. -
15 

168 
6 
5 

Rs,. 1,898 

245 

237. There are altogether, according to,the returns furnished by the Postmaster-o-eneral 
197 post-offices in the North-west Provinces and Punjab, of which one (Morad l\Iun~il) ha; 
since been aboli~hed, and 17 it has been prollosed to transfer to Bon,bay. To those J 7' 
there are now attached 3 postmasters at an aggregate mona,ly cost of & 250, and 
31 clerks at Es. 734; and a~ the remaining 179 post-offices there are employed 53 po;,t
masters at a total monthly cost of .Es.4,585, and 385 writers and mool1shees at a total 
monthly cost of Ra.8,167. 1he aggyegate amount of the monthly sahllies 01 the clerks at 
the head of tIlt'se 179_ post-_office~ IS Ra.4,431, and the aggregate aml'unt of the ~alaries of 
all the subordinate clelks is ]fs.3,736. 'Ihe available resources ill the NOIth-west Provinces. 
for Post-office establishment (exclusive of alloVlances given in special connexiun with tht
mail cart, pa,s~ellger van, and bullock train establishment:» are thelefole as jul1ows: 

HH3 Postmaster,: 

App. (C.), No. I • 
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Proposed fstablish
manto 

PAPER$, :RELATING {TO' THE:,~ 

Postmasters' salaries 
RS;l_ a.:, p. 

4,585 
4,431 
3,736 

Salaries of Head Clerks' -
Ditto of Subordinate Clerks -
Fixed allowance sanctioned by Government to be expended in im-} 
·proving the Post-office at the discretion of the Postmaster-general - 300 

TOTAL .' - - - B.s. 13,062 

238. This sum, it appears to lne, may be disposed of most advantageously fur the depart· 
ment in the following manner: . 

4 Inspecting Postmasters at· Rs. 400 (including tra yelling 
and-mileage)' - ' 

4 ditto, at R$; 350 '(ditto ditto) 

6 Deputy Postmasters at Ri. 156 (Agra, Benares, Cawnpore, 
Delhi, Meerut and Lahore) - - - - - -

8 ditto, at 100 ... 
(Allahabad,. Futtehgurh, Lucknow, Mirzapore, Simlah,. 

Umballa, w.uzeerabad and Ferozepore.) 
8 ditto, at Rs. 75 - ':' 

(Allyg!lrh, Bareilly, Landour, Loodhiana, Muttra" 
Mynpooree, Jullunder and Peshawur.>. 

12 ditto, at Rs. 50 -
(Ghazeepore, Gwaliol) Jubbulpore, Kussowlee, Morad

abad,Sehal'Unpore, Shahjehanpore, Saugor, Hoshya~ .. 
pore, Umritsir,. Mooltan and Rawul Pindee.} 

15 ditto, at Rs. 40 - - - - - - - -
(Futtehpoor,.Ajmere, Hatras, Almora, Banda, Culpee,. 

BhewaUllY, Etawah,Goruckpoor, olyepoor, Jounpoor,. 
Kurnaul, Nusseerabad, Nyn~etaI,_and Azimgurh.) 

12 ditto, at Rs. 30 - - - - - - - -
(Bulundshuhur, Budaon, Rewaree, Hansi, Hoshunga,. 

bad, Jhansi, Mozuifernuggur, Chunar, .Subathoo,. 
Jheelum, Kurtarp'ore and Jalown.) 

20 ditto, at Rs. 2S • 
(Rajapoor, Chundowsee, Rohtuk, Humeerpoor;Hissar,r 

Koonch, .Dehra, Sultanpoor Oude. Samlee, Bijnore, 
Nursingpoor. Nyagong, Sirsa, Juggadree, Dugsha-
hee, Buttala, Nakoda",Phillour, .Qeralsmail Khan, 
and Sealkote.) 

42 ditto, at Rs. 20 
(Khujooah, Khoorjah, Secundra-Rao, Baitool, Pilli

bheet, Khasgunge, Goorgaon, ,Paneeput, Kosee, 
Ladwa, Seetapore, Fyzabad, Hauper, Rampoor, 
Dhanlpool'~ Bindrabun, Shekoabad, Putteealeer;, 
Nagnde, Roorkee, Durnoh, LuUutpoor, Sehore, 
Bbopaul, Seepree, Seoneer Kangra, Hajeepoor4 
Noorpool', Mokerian, Pak Pultan, Shekopoora, 
Shapo9r, Bunn<lo, Goozeranwalla, MeeaQ Meer, 
Jhung, Kohat, Kussow; Dera Ghajeekhan, Attock, 
and Bode Pind.) , I 

M ditto, at Rs. 15 - - - - - _ 

J?c. . a. p. Rs. a. p. 

1,600 
1,400 
-- 3,000 - -

900 
800; i_ 

600 

360 

600 

360 - -

liOO - -

840 -

• 

840 - -
(Shahazadpoor, Sirsa, ADopshuher, Bhowgong, Etah;, 1.....:..-----1 

.Secundl'abad, Loohooghat, Petoragurh, Mahoba, 
Kuttra, Jellalabad, 0), Gopeegunge, Sultanpore 

6,040 

Benares, Syedpoor, Jellalabad (2), Jellalabad (3), 
Bag.put, Butrode, Noh, Pulwul, J eswuntllugger, 
Oone, Mahona, Hodul~Bhurtpoor, Kalka, Rajpoor, 
Hurdwar, Alynugger, Jokahee, Kuttra, Rewa, 
Casheepoor, l~ ujeebabad, Gurmuktesur, Beaur, 
Kishengurh, Mouranipoor, Chutterpoor, Heerapoor, 
Bhilsa, Goonah, Seronje, Kotgurh, Thane.sur, Tanda, 
Dhurmsala, Phugwara, Hazara; Guzerat, Lukhee 
Pind Dadun Khan, Huruppa, Leia, Mozuifergurh 
and Bhawulpoor.) " 

Salaries ofSLlbordinate Clerks as at prescnt-

Saving' 

TOTAL 

3,736 
--~--------

12,776 
276 

Rs. 13',052 

.239. in 
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. ! 239.1 In. the Lower Provinces the Post-office establishments consist of: 

32 Postmasters and Assistant Postmasters _ 
(175 Post-office'""Writers-

Rs. a. p. 

25 Moonshees and Mutsudies 

TOTAL 

2;520 
3,378 4 

221-

Rs. 6,119 4 

The salaries of the Postma liters and Assistant Postmasters·.ara as follows: 

• • 'B.s. a. ,1'. 
2 Po~tma:;;ters and Assistant Postmasters, at Rs.250 600 
2Id~tto, .tr - .;; - - at I)' 200 400 
50< dittO, . at ,,100 500 

22 ditto, at " . 50 1,100 
1 :ditto, at ,,- 20 20 

• 
32 • 'TOTAL - - - . Bs.: 2;520 

, " 
The Post-office Writers are. thus- :remu~rated: 

1 'Writer,at Rs.r76 
1 ditto,_ at.1) 60 
1 ditto; at " 52.4. 
3 ditte, at " 60 
3 ditto, at " 40 
1 ditto,. at. ," 36 
3 ditto, at " 35 
7 ,ditto, at " 30 

Rs. 
75 
60 

,- 52 
"ISO 
120 

36 
1105 
210 

a. p. 

4 

15 ditto, at " 25 
2 :ditto, at" 22 

.34 ditto, at " 20 
2 ditto, at " 17 

83 ditto,... a~"., 15 
2 iditto, at " 12 ' 

16 ditto. at" 10 
1 ditto, at" 8 

37a· -
44 

680 
~4 

1,245 
24 

160 
8· 

175 - TOTAL - Rs. 3,378 .4 

And'the Moo:ttshees and Mutsuddies as fonaws: 
Rs. a. p. 
45 
80 

:3 Moonshees and Mutsuddies; at Rs.15 -
8 :ditto, - - • - at" 1 0 -

~"6 ditto, -. at " 8 - 48 
3 Iditto, at " . '7 21 

12 
15 

2 ditto,. at " '6 -
3 :ditto. ,;. at" 5' 

25 TOUL - - - Rs. . 221 

. 240. In' these provinces there are 142 post-offices." of which it is proposed to. transfer 
two (Nagpore,and Kamptee)to Bombay. Attached to those two offices are on. postmaster, 
with a salary' of Rs. 50; and nine clerks with a total salary of Rs.168. .At the remaining 
i40 post--oBices there al'e employed 31 postmasters and assistant postmasters, at a total 
monthly cost 'of B.s. 2,470, a~d 191 .wrlters, and moonshees, at a total monthly ,cost of 
Rs. 3,431. 4. The aggregatel am91mt of the monthly salaries of. tbe clerks at the head 
of these 140 ,.ost-offices is Rs. 2,625.4., and 01 the subordinate. clerk.; 'Rs. 806. The 
available resources for 'Post-office establishment in the Lower Provinces are therefore as 
f01]0\\s: 

Postmasters' salaries. -
, Salal,jes of Head Clerks 
,DittO' of Suiloi'dinate Clerks ~ .,.. 
-Saving from North-v.est Provinces -
, Sa\'ing from Calcutta, General ,Post-office 

Rs. a. p. 
2,470 

2:625 4 
S06 
276 
485 

TOTAL - - - Rs. 6,662 4 -

,241. 'The 

* Besides two (Sersjgunge and Allygunge Sewsn) which have been established since the commencement 
of my inquu'y. 
_~7. HH4 

App:CC.J,'No.l. 

Lower Provinccs. 
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Proposed establish
ment. 

lncrease of expense. 

, . PAPERS ,RELATING ''to 1',HE \ 

. d with the views I have already explained, 
241. The establishment which, lllr. aC~~I' alJi~~ent administration of the department, is 8S 

appears to me absolutely n,ec;essary or e e 

follows: - Rs. a.~;: ,l}~: a. 1', 
3 Inspecting Postmasters, at Rs. 400 (including travellin~ 1,200 

and mileage allowance) . . _ 1,400 
4 Ditto, at Rs. 350 (including ditto ditto) - 1-------
~ Deputy Postmaster (Kedgeree) at Rs.I00.. _ _ 
6 Deputy Postmasters at Rs.75 - -, hI N dd 

(Barrackpore, Berhampore, Da,fca" Hoog y, u ea 
and Patna.) 

10 Deputy Postmasters, at Rs.50, - - - . -, -
(Burdwan. Bhaugulporc, Bauleab, Chupra, ~lnapo~e, 
, Gyah, Jessore, Mldnapore, Monghyr and .Tuh90tJ._ 

10 Ditto, at Rs. 40 - -,,, .. .- - - k" 

(Arrah, Jeeagunge, Backergunge, Ch~ttagong, Cuttae , 
Dinajpore, Furreedpore, Mymensmg" 'J?\lrneah and 
Pubnab.)' . t-

,11 Ditto, at Rs.30 - .. - .. -,' .-.-
(Bhullooah, BeerbhoomJBankora, Balasore, DaIJeeh~g, 

Dulp Dum, Chundemugur, Maldah, Rungpore. ::ie-
rampore and Tippera). 

12 Ditto, at Rs.2a - - .. - - .. - -
(Khamra Bograh, Chota Nagpore, Gw&.lpara, Cutwa, 

" Culna,' Ha.zareebagh, 'Ghqttal. Santipore, Pooree, 
Sylhet and Tumlook.) 

25 Ditto, at Rs.20 - - - - - - - -
(Buxar, Mungulpore, Colgong. Rajmehal, Aurun~a

bad, Nattoor, Nulchitty, Haraset, ~he~rapooIlJee, 
Contai, Diamond Harbour, N yaseral, Dlgra, Kool-
neah Jynugger, Magoorah, Jenadah, Barh, Man-
hhoo'm, Mootchary, Bettiah, Ranaghat, Comereolly, 
Shergotty and Durbungah.) 

42 Ditto, at Rs.15 '- _. 
(Agurparah, Boodbood, Bughoder, Bhagwangolah~ 
, Dewanserai, 8ekreegully-, Sultangunge, Surdah, 

Luckeepore, Paltahaut, Bagundee, Soorool, Kandee, 
Bunwaribad, Jahanabad, Bishenpore, KotulpoJ"e, 
Ellypore, Cacha, Cllyebassa, Titalya, Kurslong, 
Jehanabad, Behar, ·Coochbehar, Jehannagger, Pato-
lee. Jellasore, Keerpoy, ,Kumerara. Gurbeta, J umal-
pore, Merai, Dowlutgange, Nipal, Futwa, Klshen-
gunge, Nauthpore, R:aepore, S~mbulpore, Nubbee-
nugger, an~ S\lsseram.) • 

Subordinate Clerks at the, abov!:l 117 Post-offices 
3 (BonO'ong, Nowhll,tta and'Fort Gloster) at which the 

Establishment i!! not paid QY Government. 
20 (Gowhatty, Akyab, 8eebsagur, Tezpoor, Kypuk 

Phyoo,j.ucktmpore, Saikoah. Deb,roghur, Ramree, 
Nowgong, Sandoway, Munnipoor~ Jypore, Joreha1,lt. 
Singapore, Penan~, Malacca, l.\loulmem, M~rgui l!-nd 
TavoJ> at which no change of establish,ment is pro
posea - - - - _ _ .. _ 

Special allowances to the Deputy Postmasters of 
Sumbulpore and Sherghotty for supervising M!lil 
Contracts at Rs. 17 a - -, 

100 
,450 

, .. 
5.00 

400 

330 - -

300 

600 

030 - ... 

2,600 
, ' 

1------1 3,210 
557 

.. 

- 1,027 4 ,-

.. 7,3,94 4: 

350 

TOTAL Rs. 7,7~4 4 

242. The plan of establishment I have sketched above)nvolves an'increase of cost for 
estab)js~ment !?r the Mofussil post:offi.ce~ of the Lower Provinces (even after appropriating. 
the saVings atlSmg f~oDl the alteratlon In ,the General Post-office, and in the 'post-offices 01 
the N~rth-west Provmces) t.o t.he ~xtent of 1,000 rupees; ,but I do not think it practicable 
to attam any degree of efficlen<::y 111 the management of the department without incurring 
this additional expE'nge for the purpose. 

Calcutta, 28 April 1851. 
~ Cecil Beadon, 

Commissioner. 
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Enclosul'e (A.) 

PAPERS relative to the Duties of the DEPUTY POSTI\IASTER~GENEIU.L. 

(No.2.) • 

MR. J. ~ .. Bennett having bee~ appointed Deputy Postmaster-general, the following rules 
are hereby laid down for the gUIdance of that officer. drawn up in accordance with those 
prescribed in 1829 by the then Postmaster-general, the·HonouraoleJ. E. Elliott. 

All requi.sitions for layi,!g I?aks are to be a~tellded to ~y the Depu.ty Postmaster-generaI; 
all .complamts frOID parties In Calcutta, or In out-statIOns, regardmO' the non-receipt or 
misdelivery of letters, pa~ers, parcelil, &c.; all applications for the :'efund of demurraO'e 
deposit by Dak, travellers, all complaints 'of delay incurred in Dak travelling, an applicatio~s 
for refund of postage, and return of lettel's to the senders thereof, in cases where it has been 
rejected by the addressee, and 1/1.11 inquiries on mi,scellaneous subjects, are to be attended to 
by the Deputy Postmaster-general, leaving, of course, to that officer tl~ privilege of 
m~k!llg over to me any cases which he Ulay consider require my attention, orders, or 
opinion. 

All corr~spondence from the postmaste!'sin the interior districts on the above subjects wiIJ. 
also be directed to tbe Deputy Postmaster-general, !lntl answered by him; and such as 
may be addressed to me (falling within his capacity) will also be made over to that officer 

Jor disposal. • 
The Ueputy Postmaster-genera). will exercise a genp.ral superintendence over the whole of 

the' establii'!hment, excepting the treasurer's aud the accountant's department, and be 
careful that vigilance and punctuality are observed in all its branches, special attention 
being paid to the delivery department, and the daily collection of postage on bearing l~tters 
delivered. 

26 January 1847. 

(No.5.) 

(signed) w. Tayler, 
Postmaster-general. 

\VITH a vieWl' ttl the better management of the correspondence department, all letters 
from this elate Will be taken to be opened to the Deputy Postmaster-general; and as many 
letters are addressed to me on subjects exclusively connected with the duties of the Deputy 
Postmaster-general, Mr. Bennett being in the office at the time of the arrival of the mails, 
will be so good as to open all the public letters, and make over to the register those which 
are to be laid before me, which the register will then docket and submit for orders. 

All demi-official or private service letters to my address should be sent to me unopened. 
The Deputy Postmaster-general will be so good as to draw out for my con~ideratlon any 

rules for the more methodical conduct of the details of the correspondence, subsequent to 
the openinlJ and divisio'll of the tetters, that may appear. to him to be most advisable and 
best calculated to ensure punctuality and order. • 

General Post-office, 
23'August 1847 • 

• 

(No. 75.) 

(signed) W. Tayler, 
Postmaster-general. 

WITH teference to the letter from the Secretary to Government of India, dated 1st instant 
(No. 365), it is hereby ordered that two days before the despatch of the overland, ordinary, ex
press and after packet, letters be written according to the annexed form to each of the secretary's 
offices, intimating to them the latest hour at which letters can be received; that ~e packets 
be kept open for one hour after the hour so fixed to provide against accidents; but at the 
expiration of that hour, as the clock strikes, the mails will be closed and despatched, and no 
letter from any party be on any aC~Qullt !'eeeiv~d~ . '. 

The Deputy Postmaster-general is requested to see that these-orders are st~lctly and inva
riably cal'ried into effect, and it will be the special duty of Mr. Deefholts to see that the 
letters to the secretaries be punctually submitted for my signature on each occasion. 

_,l. (No. Ill.) 

iN this case thel'e is no doubt that Captain Robinson has experienced considerable incon
venience owinO', in a great measure, to the negligence of the sirclar bearer; but as the man 
who was ihen ~fficiatinO' has left the office, no punishment can now be inflicted. 

The Deputy Postm,;ster-general ~iIl be, so good as t? t~ke engage,ments ~rom the sudar 
for the satisfactory discharge of hiS dUties, and also mSlst upQn hiS keepmg bearers at 
Aud'urparah for the future, as an indispensable condition of his coqtinuance in tbe'Situation. 
• 0 

General Post-office, (signed) W. Tayler, ' 
18 August 1849. Postmas:e-.general. . 
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A:pp. (c.) No.1. 

PAPERS.RELATING TO THE 

(No. 114.) 

THE Postmaster-general observes with surprise that positive orders issued for the guidance 
of the delivery establishment ar!", after a certain lapse of time, allowed to be neglected and 
disobeyed. 

The peons have no liveries, and never use their bells for the purpose for which they were 
delivered. • 

The head inspe~tor will immediately procure caps and bells for all the peons, which will 
be paid for out of their wages, and inform them that if they disregard any of the orders 
given to them they will be subjected to severe punishment. 0' 

It appears also to bave become a habit foJ" peons to give letters to other persons for 
delivery without any good or sufficient reason. This practice is highly objlktionable, and is 
to be strictly prohibited. The Deputy Postmaster-general is particularly requested to see 
'hat these orders are not only carried into effect at t he time they are issued, but at all times. 
The numerous instances of misconduct on the part of the peons, which have lately come tG 
notice, are most discreditable to the department. . 

. 
General Post-office, 

8 September 1849. 

(signed) W. Tayler, 
Postmaster-general. 

EXTRACT of..a Letter from the Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Post
master-general, No. 3277, dated 14 December lS~6. . . 

3. T1JE Deputy-governor has been pleased to appoint Mr. J. B. Bennett, superintendent 
of Abkar~ee revenue at Hooghly, to succeed Mr. Crichton as Deputy Postmaster-general. 

4. I am directed to take this opportunity of stating that the reasons which led the Deputy
governor to assent to your occupation of the private rooms in the Post-office, have ceased with 
Mr. Crichton's re,rnoval, The busineRs of detail, which the officer resident on the premises 
is expected to perfo\,m, belongs more properly to the del)uty than to the Postmaster-general, 
and, if attempted by the latter, must necessarily interfere with the more important duties 
requil'ed of the head of the departmeut. As Mr. Bennett has been informed that he will 
be provided with quarters' ill additioa to his fixed salary of Rs. 500 a month, his 
Honour desires me to request that you will take ea.rly steps to plIt him in pos~ession of the 
apartments formerly occupied by Mr. Moore, and afterwards by Mr. Crichton and yourself. 

(True copies.) 
Cecil Beadon, Commissioner. 

Enclosure (B.) 

MA.p of Calcutta (annexed), showing the beats of the Delivery Peons. 
< <a 

Enclosure (C.) 

RETURN, showing the Number of COVERS Posted at each of the ~ Receiving Houses within the Calcutta General Post-office 
Delivery, during the Month of July 1850. 

NAME 
,N Ulll~ Rf .Letten, indlli1lng 

of 

Receiving Houses. Paid. 

• , 

No. 1, at Park.street · 1.031 

l'Jo. 2, at Machobuar - 1,485 

l'l .. 3, at Baugbbuar · 1,045 • 

1Jo. 4, at Bhowanypore - 819 

]JD. 5, at Kidderpore "" .475 

lto. 6, at Boytokhana · 527 

-, 

. TOTAL . . .. 5,382 

Calcutta, General Post..o'Jlict, 
2. September 1660. 

J.. ... paPIA ,&c. 

Bearing. Service. TOTAL. --
1,736 .Lll 2,878 

2,663 1 4,149 

1,898 2 2,945 

3,149 98 4,066 

183 693 • J,951 

739 2 l,lI68 ---
10,968 !l07 • 17,257 

--

Paid. 

-
19 

2 

3 

1 

-
61 -
86 

Number of Gazettee. Amount of Postage CoIIeeted. 
. 

Remarks. 

Bearing. Service. TOTAL. On Paid I.e tten. On Bearing Letten - - - lU. II. p. lU • tI, p. 
l.98 - 217 IN 12 6 109 14 -
43 - 45 125 14 6 319 9 6 . 

6 - 9' 112 7 - 258 7 -
39 - 40 67 8 6 215 3 -
- - - M 3 - 360 14 6 

58 6 US 6S 13 - 10' Ii - ,. 

~-;-'-436 Ji93 10 6 J,368 Ji -
(oigned) W. Tayler, 

PostDIuter.generalo 
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gal, trader, of the one part, and William Tayler, Esq., Postmaster-general of Bengal, of 
- the other part, witnesseth, That the said Ramlall Bose of the first part does hereby bind 

himself, his heirs, su~cessors and assigns, to supply for the use of the Honourable the Easl 
India Company's Post-office, being and situated in the town of Calcutta aforesaid, and known 
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POSTAL COMMUNICATION. &c. IN INDIA. 

Enclosure (Do) 

N' OTE on the Delivery of Letters. 

THE great obstacles to effectual delivery in Calcutta are these: 

1st. The distance of the houses from. each other, and the peculiar habits undp.r which the 
resident is inaccessible, save. through a phalanx of servants. A letter is delivered to an 
indolent durwan" who probably aits and smokes over it for five minutes, then hands it to a 
bearer or chuprassee~ who transfers it to another, who gives it to the sirdar, who at his leisure 
takes it in to his master; and after this concatenation of transfersl like the letter from Front ... 
de-bamf in Locksley's camp, the sirdar condescends to produce the postage. 

I have done my best to counteract these difficulties-, by providing the peons with bells, 
entreating the public by advertisement not to delay them, and prohibiting tbe peons from 
delivering the letters without prepayment. In vain .• The· peons were so ridiculed and, 
bullied about their bells, that they became, ashamed to ring them. If they expostulate or 
refuse delivery, they get cuffed and abused. Durwans won't stop their pipes. Bearers, 
khidmutgars, and chuprassees,'won't drop their natures or their habits. The community wilL 
not stir a finger in co-operation. 

I was once living in a lodging-house for some days, and saw a peon summoned to the top 
of the house by a gentleman, and then and there cabined, cribbed, and confined for 10. 
minutes at the least. 

The peons themselves are idle. and apathetic from their cradle; dishonesty is their second 
nature. 

2dly. The peons cannot read English. The mysteriousjugglery by which, in the midst of' 
tumult, confusion, and' noise, a circle of peons, seated cross-legged on the ground, \'eceive 
the letters from a hoarse clerk, who bawls out the names in barbarous mis-pronunciation at 
the moment he throws down the ·Ietter before each man in the circle;' the cabalistic signs by 
which the peon marks each letter at the moment with some hieroglyphic stroke, to desig
nate the English name; these strange proceedings, impossible to describe, and only to be 
appreciated by ocular ine:pection, will serve to shew the monstrous difficulties under which 
the &vstem of delivery is conducted; and r feel sure that any reasonable man, witnessing: 
the process, though suffering himself from the most irritating case of "misdeliverv" con
ceivable, would, with this scene before his eyes, confess that the only marvel is, 'how the 
thousands of letters that are daily delivered with accuracy and punctuality, can possibly reach 
their addressees. I beg to make it a particular request, that the Commissioner may witness 
the process of opening and distributing the steamer mails from beginning to end; i. e:, if he 
can sustain the trial. 

To ensure a perfect or tolerably perfect delivery, it appears to me that two things are 
necessary: 1st, the abolition of bearing letters, which by obviating the necessity of collect
ing! postage, removes the principal cause of delay. As, however, the feasibility of the 
measure is connected with many other considerations, I do not. dilate upon -it, but proceed 
tQ the 2d great requisite, the employment of a higher- class of men altogether fOl" the actual 
delivery, and the distribution (,fletters by cart. 

Taking into consideration the great extent of the peon's beats, the distance between the 
houses, and the climate, I think the delivery ought to be made by men in light carts, with 
fast trotting horses. 

A smart European in a light mail cart"with a hood, with one or two peons under him, 
might deliver letters with great precision and r~I!idity; and dressed in the royal red of the 
Post-office, with a neat vehicle, and a general- appearance of respectability and position, 
would easily be able to command and enforce from the community that attention and respect 
which can never be obtained. by the native peon. . 

I would make such a man to drive, trumpetting up the streets, and. insist upon house
• holders having a servant at their outer gate, with funds for payment of postage. 

I will not enter further into the details of this schem~, but leave it for the consideration of 
the Commissioner. 

General Post-office, 
21 May 1850. 

(signed) 

Enclosure (Eo) 

w:. Tayler, 
Postmaster-g~neral. 

CONTRACT for the Supply of Contingencies to the General Post-office, Calcutta. 

THIS article of agreement made and entered into this fifteenth day of June A.D. 1847, 
between Ramlall Bose of- Pot1:tldangah-m-eet,..m-th&.town-.o£.Calcutta, and Presidency of 
Bengal, trader, of the one part, and Wi!liam Tayler, Esq., Postmaster-general of BengalI of 

. the other part, witnesseth, That the Said Ramlall Bose of the first part does hereby bmd 
himself, his heirs, su~cessors and assigns, to supply for the use of the Honourable the Easl 
India Company's Post-office, being and situated in the town of Calcutta aforesaid, and known 

87. 112 as 

App. (C.) No..:l. 



App. (0..) No.1. as and designated the Calcutta General Post-office •. with aU-and: every of the' articles 
enumerated in the annexed schedule marked (A.), whIch schedule IS hereby declared to be 
as much a part and parce.l of ~his agr~e!llent as if inse~ted in the. body h.ereot, and t.o be 
valid and offorce accordingly 10 quanttt&e, actually requlTed from tIme to hme, the a~tlcJtls 
which, will be furnished to be of the best quali~y or at leas~ equal to the musterA fur,;ushed" .. / 

,the consllmption of article.jl required for the ramy season, I. e., fr~m the comme~cem~nt to '( 
final cessation of the rains. and that he shall alwa,ys keep a good supply of all articles In the' 
godown of the General Post-office sufficie~t at least for the requirement of this office for the 
space ofa fortnight; and furthermore the said ~amlall Bose fu,th~r contr.acts and ag~ees ~o 
effect at his own expenses and charge all repaIr of Bangh! doohes durmg the period hIS 
contract may remain in force; and the said Ramlall Bose of the first part. covenants, con-

~ tracts, and ao-rees to pay the salade§. of the following mell; to wit, one dammerman, one 
. ticca packer~an, and one man to be employed in securing the seasons of the exporf dawk 
packets; • and the said Ramlall Bose of the first part furthel'more binds him~elf to I,lndorse,. , 
to and lodge with the Postmaster-general of Bengal the sum of Company s rupees One 
thousand (Co's, Rs. 1,000) in the .East India Company's note, there to remain as collateral 
security for the due and faithful performance of this part of this agreement, for 'wilich.,the 
said party as aforesaid furthermore binds himself, his heir,S, executors, and assigns, in the sum 
of COplpnnv's rupees One thousand, to forfeit, in the event of the said Ramlall Bose violating 
any of the"clauses of this agreement in anywise or manner ill the faithful and full perform
ance, or of any part thereof, when the above-mentioned penalty shall apd may be recovered 
from him 01' his heirs, executors, and administrators and assigns; and furthel', the said 
Ramlall Bose shall forfeit the amount of deposit and whatever arrears of allowance miry be 
due to him; the said Ramlall Bose does hereby furthel' promise and agree, that he shall on 
no account trouble the Postmaster-general with frivolous applications on any matters whatever 
dUI'ing tbe time the contract may remain in force: And the said William'l'aylt'r, Esq.,' Post-' 
master-general of Bengal, of the second part as aforesaid, for and in consideration of the due' 
fulfilment of his agreement by the said Ramlall Bose of the first palt, binds himself, and his' , 
successors in office duly appointed, to pay,the said Ramlall Buse, or his heirs; executors and 
assigns, the sum of Company's rupees Five~hundred and Ten (Co's. Rs. 510) per mensem for 
each and. ever~ month. payable on the fifteenth of every successive month, the agreement or 
contract to be In full force and effect for the term of five years commencinG' from tile date .
bereofuntil the twelfth day of January 1852 inclusive. 'the Postmaster-gen;al resel'vin'" to' 
himself and his succe~s9rs in office the right and power, should occasion or circumsta::ces ' 
or wa~ran~ ~equil'e the E;lj.~e, a~d at ~ny tim~ dur~ng th~ sai~ Jive y!!ars, to cancel this agree-,. 
ment,1I1 wlllch case a fortnight s prevIous notice will be given. when It shall be as null and void 
and of no effect as if never entered into. In witness whereofwe have hereunto set our bands, 
and seal this twelfth day of June, in th~ year of our .Lord One thousand eight hundred 'and 
Forty-seven. . , 

Signed, sealed 

in the presence of 
(True Copy) 

,Bul~o'~k hide for Moochee. 
Large buckles for ditto. 
Small tlitto ditto. 
,Twine, fOl' sewing ditto. • 
WaxcMh~ 
'Vax; 
'ROSiD~ 
,Firewood. 
Wax candle. , , 
Sealing wax of three uifferent qualities. 

-Cecil SeutIon, 

w. Tayler, ' , 
Postmaster-general. 

. Commissioner. 

Mustard oil., , 
, Guggee cloth. 

Gunney chutties. 
"Logli~e. ' 

Twine. 
Jute rope. 
Pitch~ 
Dammer.: .: 

• • Cocoanut oil. • .. ': -- ~ 

,", Dammer mill" pots. ' , 
• I d.' Brush('s. i ' : 
'. , Earthen pot. 

, (, : Nails~ pumps,-tac~s and plank~ aM cat:lyas for banghy b9x~s,4green painted. canV31f, wir~ 
net, and aU such articles as Jt may be. required for,tl}.e rf'paration of ,the doolies,-' "". I ," <. , 

I ,. A "6", 4.1' #:1 .1, 
'~ , t 
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POSTAJ.,;:COMMUNIP~TION" ,~c, J~ INDIA. 253 

~ncl<?sure ~F.) 

STATEMl!:NT, ~howingthe Mode in which the M.uI! is Conveyed from Station to station in the Lower Provinces of the Bengal 
Presidency, the Cost of Conveyance, and the Average Rate of Speed at which it is Conveyed in the Diy and Rainy SeIW-lns. 

Distance Number " 1Iiode of By Contra.c! Annual Coot, Annual • n;'te of Travelling. 
ROUTE. in . of or by iocludlDg 

Cost per, 
Conveyance. 

Government; tbe Salary of 
11m..:. Stage .. Eatabli.bment. Overseen. lIli1e. ' Pry Rains. Season • 

• 
"YBSTEaN ROAD. R.. a. p. R •• fl. p. M: I- p. M. J. p. 

Calcutla to Hoogbl,. • - 28 4. Mail Cart- - Contract - 4,536 - - ]62 - -
}! Hoogbly to Burdwan - 1 - 44 8 ditto - - ditto - - 6,720 - .:. ]52 11 7 7 30 5 615 

BurdwBn 10 Mungulpore - 53 n ditto ~ - ditto - - 8,904 - - ]68 - .:. o 15 5 6 36 
1I1ungulpore to BUlbee - 121 21 ' ditto - · dittci "I · 17,424 - -, 144 - -
Burbee to Sbergbotty_ - 44 8 d,tto - - d,tto - · 5,940 '_ - 135 - - ,7 6 9 5 4 ]4 
Sbergbotty to Jlenarea - ]29 211 ditto - - dittci • - 17,376 - - 134 11 1 7 7 3 5 5 ]0 
CalcuUa to ;Barrackpor. - ·16 2 RUllners - - -'- Government 288 - - 18 - ~ 

establisbment. 
Hoogbly to Cutwa - ~ 48 6 ditto - - d,tto - - 396 - - 8 4 -
Nyserai to Snl\lipure - - J6 2 ditto - - ditto - · 192 - - ]2 - !.. 

Barrackpore to Seram~ore - 2 1 Boat - - d,tto - " 48 - - 24 - ~ 

Burowan to Bi8deopore " 42 5 Runners, " - ,d,lto • · 408 - - 911 i 
Burowall to Soory ~ .. 52 II ,litto - · <\Itlo • · 584 ]0 - ,n 3 ]0 
Soory to Berbampore - · 54 8 ditto ," - ditto - · 914 2 - J6 14 10 
Kandv to Cutw. - - '22 5 ditto - " d,llo - .. 288 - - 13 1 5 
1\1 ungulpore to Sooree 0 30 6 ditto ~. - d,tlo - ,- 288 - - 9 9 7 
Sbergbotty to Patn. - · 81 U ditto - - ditto - - 2,472 - - 30 8 3 5 1 3 4 1 2 

.Tebanabad to Bebar 
4 629 " 623 

0 - 34, 4 ditto ~ - ditto 0 - 288 - - 8 '1 6 
PatDa to Mozutr.rpore - 43' 7 ditto - - :d.tto _ - 552 .. - 12 ]3 4 5 3 0 3 2 0 
Mozutf.rpore to Dqrbungab _ 32 6 d,tto - - ditto - - 504 - -: 15 ]2 - 3 7 0 2 5 0 
Mozutferpore to Nepau) 0 166 26 ditlo 0 - d,tto • - 4,1O,j, -' - 24 11 6 
Sigowlee to Bettia 0 - ]5 2' ditto J - ditto _ - ]44 .. - 9 9 7 
Palna to Chupra .. · li 34 7 d,tto ~ - '!Iitto - 0 480 - - 14 1 10 6 '8 0 6 0 0 

" 1 10 2 0 0 
Cbupra to 1I10oteebare. - 56 9 ditto - - ditto - - 696 - - ]2 '610 3 1 ]0 2 6 10 
Dinapore to BuDl' - - '64 11 ditto - - dilto - ~ 11/28 - - 27 - - 3 4 0 3 l! 0 , 3 6 0 3 6 0 

• Arrab to Chupr. ' .. · 16 ,3 ,dittll "i ditto - ~ 144 -, - . 9 - 2 6 0 1 3 0 
Chupra to Mozutr.rpore • 50 7, ditto ,- - ditto _ - 58!! - - 1l'12 1 
Nowrunga to Nubbeenuggur 0 28 4 

, 
ditto - 0 ditto - - 192 - 6is 8 -Allynuggur to Cbunar - 6 1 ditto - - ditlo. 0 96 - - 16 - -Santipore to N udd.a • .. 12 1 ditto - - ditto - - 96 - - 8 - -

< 

1,322 2lia - - 0 - - - 76,390 12 - 57 12 6 
j, 

" " 
, , 

ft 

NORTHERN ROAII. 

Calcutto to Baraae. · - 15 2 Runners 0 0 .; • Government 1,584 - - 105 9 7 4 6 I 3 711 
establi.bment. 

Ba ..... to Nuddea · - 48 8 ditto · - ditto - - 2,592 - - 54 - - 4 6 2 4 6 12 
Nuddea to J .... re - - 55 9 ditto, oj · ditto 0 0 804 - - 14 9 10 
Nuddea to Berbampore 0 60 8 ditto - 0 ditto 0 - 3.024 - - 50 6 4 4 7 10 4 424 
Berbampon to Bauleab 0 29 4 dItto" ': - dilto • - 384 - - 13 3 10 
Bauleab to Bograh 0 0 77 7 ditto - - ditto 0 - 672 - - 811 7 !I 2 0 2 5 0 
Bograb to Rungpor. 0 0 7a ' .7 <, ditto .; · ditto _ · ,660 '1 I"' 9 ,2 8 
Bauleab to Kamrsh 0 · 30' 4 ditto .. · ditto - - 384 - - '12 12 9 2 3 0 2 1 6 
Bauleab to Pubna · · M 5 ditto · - ditto _ · 480 -' , 

~' '8' 11 V 3 0 0 1 4 0 
~rab to Jamalpore - - 40' Ii ditto ~ - ditto 0 

~ 
75Q - .... 18 12 ,- f 2 0 1 1 0 

Berbampore to Maldah · 82 13 ditto T - dillo - - :2,664 - - 32 7 '9 4 1 10 4 024 , 
4 022 3 020 

Maldab to Rajmabal - 0 24 3 ditto .. - ditto - - 228 - - 9 8 ~ 

Maldab to Dinagepore - 68 13 ditto 0 ditto - - 1,110 - - 16 5 2 " Ii 24 4 4 26 
Dinagepore to Rungpore 0 44 9 ditto · 0 ditto • - 732 - - 16 10 2 3 331 3 220 
Rungpore to Bug... - - 38 '1 ditto .. 0 ditto - · 720 - 3 18 ]5 2 
RUDgpore to Coucb Bebar 0 40-

, 
" 5 

, 
ditto .. - ditto - 0 181 9 9 4 8 '1 

'Dinagepore to Purneab - 76 7 ditto · ., ditto .. -' 504. ~. or 610 I , 

Dinagepore to Darjeeling 0 135 23 ditto - - ditto - 0 2,544 - II" ,813 6 3 6 0 4 '1 0 

· 4 " 0 3 4 0 

Kbamrab to Bbaugulpore .. Jl9 21 , , ' ditto . - .. ditto • . , .. 2.550 - .. 21 6 10 I> G 15 :I 43b 
S.k ..... Gully to Purneah · 44 I 6 d,tto - ditto: . - 612 - .... 13 ]4 6 4 4 0 3 0 0 , 
Purn .. h to Nalbpore 0 • - 36 6 : 'ditto . ditto -' , 0 216 - - 6 - - 11 0 0 I 4 III 

l'urneab to Titalyah - 12 12 ditto -I ditto - 1,008 U 
. 

2 · 0 - - - - - 3 0 0 0 0 
6 U 0 4 2 II 

Pu.neab to Carat!ola • · 36 5 ditto · -t d!1tO - -
516 - - 14 Ii 4 5 0 0 3 " 0 

Bbaugulpore to Moogbyt - 40 '1 ditto · _ d,tto - _ U2 - - 16 - 9 6 5 6 4 735 
Monghyr to Patn. • · 100 - ---'0----' --.r.ttd • o di~"" r-I,668 - - 16 10 10 " I 0 3 1 0 
MODgb)'r to Reobidpore - 48 8 ditto · • diata • _ 750 - - 15 10 - 3 7 .0 2 '7 0 

I 
I 

1,483 214 - - . I . . . 27,979 10 - III 13 10 

I 
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PAPERS RELATIKG TO ,THE'. 

ROUTE. 

Distance 

in 

Miles. 

Number 

of 

Staget. 

Mod. 

of' 

Conveyance. 

~-------'----'-----:l-------
EASTERN RQAn; 

I By Olntract 
or by 

Government 
Establishment. 

Annual Coat, 
including 

the Salary of 
Oversetn. 

RB. A. p. 

Annual Cost 

pel' 

Mlle. 

1U; A. p. 

-
Rate of Travelling. 

Dry 
Season. 

M. f. p. 

--
",RaiDtl. 

-
M.t; p. 

Calcutta 10 Baraeel - _" Included ill the Northern Road. 

Calcutta to Baugundee. -

Barrackpore to Bum.Dum -

{ 6 I} Runners _ 
30 4 {

Government } • 
- establishment 
• ditto· • 

462 6 - • 

288 - .: 19 3 2 
34 Ii 3 
14 6 4 

3 620 

Ii 0 0 
360 

320 

440 
3 6 17 

Baraset to J ••• ore - -
J ... or. to Khoolnab - -
Khoolnah to Burrisaul -
Burrisaul to Dacca - -
Jes.ore to S.rajgunge - -
Jessore to Furreedpore -
Bunghattee to Magoorah -
Furreed pore to Dacca • 
Dacca to Comilla - -
Comilla to ChittsgODg -
Mahomcd Ali to Puttahat • 
Chittagong to Akyab , • 
Akyab to Kyonk Phyoo -

Kyonk Phyoo to Ramree -
Ramree to Sandoway - -
Dacca to Sylhet - -
Sylhllt to Cherra Poonjee • 
Cherra Foonjee to Gowhatty 

,Sylbet to Cachar - -
Cachar 10 M unneepore -
Dacca to JamaJpore - -

Jamaipore to Bugwa " 
Bugwa to Gowhatta 
Gowhatta to Raneegong 
Gowhatta to Nowgoog 
Tezpore to Sudd.yah -

.;-
Tezpore to J eypore • 

J6 2 ditto-
67 )0 ditto-
40 D ditto-
65 _ - Boats -

100 _ ... ditto-
120 15 RUDners-
66 10 ditto. 
20 3 ditto-
,50 'I ditto-
6'1 6 ditto-

107 16 ditto-
6'1 10 ditto-

209 3a ditto-
lOp _ - Boats -

48 
60 
133~ 
28 
95 
66 
96 

126 

5 

13 
3 
8 

'I 
14 

Runners ' 
Boats -
Runners -

ditto -
ditto ' 

Boats -
Runller. -

ditto -

_ ditto .' • 
• ditto'- • 
• ditto - • 
• ditto· -
• ditto - -
• ditto. -
_ ,ditto - • 

• ditto - -
_ ditto, -
, ditto, • 
- ditto. -
_ ditto· -
, _. Government 

establishment. 
ditto -
ditto· 
ditto " 
ditto. 
ditto· 
ditto -

_
- I, ditto

ditto ~ 

N.B • .,.FromD"'" 10MymeD'I 
sing the mwl i. carried in boats ' 
for"", months of the year. ' 

76 
153 

12 
lOB 
209 

200 

2,513~ 172 

Boats - - ditto -
Boats and Runners ditto -
Runners. - ,litto -
Boats - . - ditto -

ditto - - ditto : 

ditto ditto -

DrAMONn HARBOUR ItOAn : 

Calcutta to Diamond Har-} 
bour and .Kedgeree • 

Kedgeree to Contai • 
Conta! to M!dnapore -

67~ 

16 
63 

Il 

3 
7 

--,1----
146~ 21 

MAPRAS 'AWD BOlllBA.'!' ROAD: 

Calcutta to Debra 

Mohesraka to rumlook' 
Deolia to Kee'rpoy -
Shampore to Fort Gloster ~ 

Debra to Chutterpore ~ 

Cuttack to Pooree -. 

54 

IS 
51 

2 

283 

51 
14 
43 
48 

8 

3 
7 

45 

7 
3 
6 
7 

Runners -

ditto 
ditto 

Runner! -

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

{
,Government } 

• establishment 

ditto -
ditto. 

_ • - Government 
establishment. 

· ditto -
ditto -

• ditto. 

ditto·-

ditto ' 
ditto -

· ditto -
ditto -

2,300 4 -
576 - -
480 - -
43614 -

1,296 - -
2,028 - -

696 - -
2,256 - -
1,428 - -
2,052. - -

745 » -
6,608 6 -
1,632 - -

720 - -
i,488 - -
1,800 - -
1,660 - -
1,392 - -

840 - -
902 14 -

2,553, - -

7- 6 1 
4 Ii 10 

10 12 9 
3011 7 
34 12 9 
46 1 11 
25 - 10 
19 2 10 
11 2 -
31 9]0 
16 5 1 

15 - -
29 12 1 
13 7 8 
66 6 10 
14 10 5 
12 11 'I 
9 6 Ii 

20 4 2 

676 
17 8 g 
12 - -
10 14 2 

3 432 

3 121 
If 4 2 

.4' 0 16 
. 3 6 0 

3 D 16 

~ ~ ~ 1 
050 
2 3 10 

2 5,30 

2 5 14 
3 026 
3 3 20 
3 'I 0 

o 632 

1> 0 0 
1 4 0 
O· 3 0 
2 310 

38-

492 - -
2,680 5 -

144 - -
1,176 - -

48 - - -. The mail i. conveyed 
in Government boats, the 

17 - 7 expellSe of wbich is not 1-------'-------1 borne on the, Post.office-
42,789 10 - I 17 - 4 establishment. ' 

3,408 

13,244, 4 -

408 
672· - -. 

196 15 -

25 8 -
10 10 8 

I---------·I----~ 

4,356 - -,-

381 3 _. 
576 - _ 

60 - -. 

7,152 ... -. 

624 - -
738 - -. 

2,160 - -. 
480 

97 15 1 

80 10 8 

21 2 10' 
11 4 8 
30 - -

25 4 

12 3 
52 11 
50 3 
10 - _ 

430 3 'I' 0 

420 3 3 0 

5 4 34 '5 1'13 

3' 4' 0 :J 4 0 

2 32 
2 19 
5 23 
'I 24 

3 7 27 
3 3 13 

r 3 037 
3 333' 

6 3 20 6 
410 3 

Debra to Midnapore 
Midnapore to Kamerar.., 
lIIidnapore to Bishenpore 
Kame ...... ,to Sumbulpore 
Sumbulpor. to Ryepore
Ryepore to N agpor. _ 

219 
J68 
IB2 

33' 
28 
30 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto · ditto·. "4 14,136 64 8 9- 6 .2: 4 4 

039 
o 0 
6 12 
3 4 
7 B . 

.. 
BANEOJ<A ,ROAD: 

Calcutta to Bankora ., 

Bankora to Mungulpore -
Bankora to Chota Nagpore :" 

Chota Nagpore to BugodhlU' 

Chota Nagpore- to Chyehassa 

Ga...lND TO~Ar. - -

1,133 

99 

30 
120 

78 

92 

419 

177 

-...-, 

U 

4 
15 

10 I 
9, 

49 I 
-I 

Horses 
dilto 

RllIInera -

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Contract 
ditto -

- - - GovernmOllt 
establishment. 

ditto _ 
ditto-

ditto -

:. . ditto -

Add Rainy l.a.(III, chargee _ •. -. 

24,120 - -
18,000 - _. 

143 9 1 
98 14 Ii 

72,783 3 -. 64 3 !T 

1,764. - -, 

288 - -
1,704 - -. 

• 732, - _ 

864 - _. 

5,362 _ -

17 13 I,! 

99'1 
14 3 2. 

9 6 1" 

9 6 If' 

12 12 4. 

6 431 4 
7 036 .4 

4 O. O. 3 1 (} 

360320 
3202026 
3 4 0 3 1, 0 
2. 2 0 , , 
1 7 20 1 2 20 
If' O' 0 2' 4 <r 

= ~ 239,619. 'I -. 
3,628, 4 7' 

I R,. 243,247 11 1 ~ 

Ce.oil B,A4on., Commiuioner. 
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'Enclosure (G.) 

STATE~IENT. showing the Mode in 'which the MA.IL is conveyed from Station to Station in the North-west Provinces, the Cost of 
, Conveyance, and the average Rate of Speed at which ~t is conveyed in the Dry and ~Y Seasons. 

Distance Number Mode By Contract, Annua! Cost, Annua! Cost 
Rate of Travelling. 

Itoun:. in of of or by including _per 

I 
. Government the Salary of Dry Rains. 

Mile •• Stage .. Conveyance. Establishment. Overseer •• Mile. Season. - --- . . 
R •• a. 1'. Bs. a. 1'. M.·f. 1'. M. j. 1'. 

Agra to .Muttra • - - 86 6 Runuen · - - - Government 780 - - 21 10 8 6 8 0 0 0 0 
establishment. 

Tangra, on the road to Indore 189 29 ditto · - ditto - - 13.380 - - 70 12 8 

Allahab .. l to Mongoa, on the 60 1'1 ditto · · dittl! - - 1,200 .- - 20 - - - - 3 3 15 
road to N agpor •• 

Shazadpore to Rajapor. .' 20 '8 ditto · - ditto. , - 240 - - 12 - -
Allygnrh to Moradabad - 85 17 ditto - - ditto - - 1,660 - - 18 6 7 4 '8 12 8 1 7 

Anoopshuhur to Secundrabad 80 5. ditto ;. - ditto - - 432 - - 14 6 4 . 
Almorah to Loohooghaut - 64. 7 ditto - - ditto - - 624 - - 1I 8 10 

Loohooghaut to Petrogurh · 28 5 • ditto - - ditto. - 354 - - '13 11 6 

Almol'ah to Sreenuggur · 100 18 ditto · - ditto • · 624 - - 6 8 10 

Azimgurh to Jounpore · 42 6 ditto - - ditto - - 816 - - 19 6 10 4 426 5 3231 
Baitool to Nogpore · - 112 19 ditto : - ditto. - 2,316 - - 20 10 10 4 7 0 3 615i 

Baitool to Eliohpore - · 68 11 ditto - - ditto· - 1,080 - - 15 14 1 4 7 'I81 4 0 0 

Banda to Futtypore - · 46 7 ditto - - ditto • - 660 - - 14 5 6 4 2 9 3 7 16 

Banda to Hameerpore- · 3S 7 ditto - - ditto • - 708 - - 18 10 I 3 7 171 II 7 4 

Banda to Mohaba · - 32 7 ditto - - ditto. - 660 - - 20 10 -
Bareilly to Futtygurh • - 77 14 ditto - - ditto - - 1,632 - - 21 3 1 5 2110 4 6 0 

Boreilly to Anoopsbu.- · 83 15 ditto - - ditto. - 1,536 - - 18 8 I 6 3 0 4 520 

BarPilly 10 Hatras • · - 1071 15 ditto · · ditto - '. 1,606 - - 14 - I 

Blldaon to Kuttra - · 28 ~ ditto - - ditto - - 216 - - 711 5 

B~reilly to Mo"dabad- - .69 10 ditto - - ditto - · 912 - - ,15 7 3 6 020 4 2 3?i 
Bareilly to Pelibheet - · 34 6 ditto - · ditto • ... 234 - - 6 14 I 

Beoares to Ghazeepore · 461 '8 ditto .. " ditto • .. 840 ,- - 18 I - 4 6201 4 639 

Beoa' •• to Cbunar - - 16 3 ditto - - ditto - · 288 - '- ,18 - - " A 191 3 623i 
Jlenares to Allahi.bad - -, 721 ~ - Mail Cart- -I ditto • · 18,086 11 1 ,180 7 10 11 0 0 8 7 141 

I 

.Allababad to Cawnpore · 126 - .. ditto - - I ditto· · 21,304 12 4 170 'I - JO 0 2 10 019 

Cawllpore to Hameerpore · 36 10 Runnen 0 - i dittO - - 792 - - flll - - 4 320 3 7 41 

Cawnpnre to Calpee - - .Iii 14 ditto 0 :1 ditto - - 1,176 - - 23 - 11' 4 6 Jj 4 1 23 

Bwopore to Allygurh - 182 .. - Mail Cart- ditto - .. 30,460 10 II .167 5 10 10 4 G 9 Jj 17 

Allygurh to Delhi · · , <80 . t- o ditto .. - I ditto • - 11,046 - - -138 1 2 Ii 1 15 9- 1.25 

Kboorja to l\~eerut .. .. 40 - - ditto - · I ditto - - 7,687 8 - 192 3 -
Allyguth 10 Ag .... .. - 52 - .. ditto · - ditto • - 7.682 - - J46 12 3 Jl 1 fl5 10 218 

Bowgoog to Agra - · ao - .. ditto - - ditto - '- , 
10,880 - - 136 - -
&5,040 - -

'D 

Cawopore to Lucknow · 53 - ,- ditto - - Contract - 2,466 - '- 46 Jj /) 7 0 0 'I 080 

Delhi to Meerut - - 44 0 .. ditto · -, ditto. - 2,160 - - 49 1 5 7 " 20 6 3 38! 

Meerut to Umbnlla · - 182 . .. ditto - .. ditto - • 24,000 - - 181 13 1 6 4 0 4 6 171 

elhi to Saharuopore- .. 173 24 Runners .. • - .. Government 1,23& - - 7 2 3 .. " 3 Ii 0 

. ~ establishment. 

Delhi to Hansi - - · 89 13 ditto 0 · ditto _ - 1,272 - '- 14 4 8 " .2 0 3 7 0 

Robtuck to Bewanny • - 27 4 ditto .. 0 ditto • - 288 - - 1010 8 

Rohtuck to Rewary - · 64 10 ditt .. - - ditto .. - 612 - - 9 9 - 4 6 0 4 2 0 

Rohtuck to Hodul · · 66 8 ditto - - ditto - .. 384 - .. 6 13 8 
Eriopoora to Pali - - 62 6 ditto 0 - ditto - - 840 - - 16 2 Ii 4 1 I1il 3 7 36 

Pall to Joudpore · · 45 6 ditto - - ditto - .. 480- - - 10 10 8 
Eriopoora to Odeypore - 70 . 9 ditto · - ditto - - 1,080 - - 15 6 10 

Erinpoora to DeeA& · - 120 15 ditto · - ditto • - 2,076 - - 17 4 9 

Etawab to lIIynpoory - - 33 4 ditto · - ditto - - 288 -- 8.Il 7 4 0 0 3 7 0 

Etawali to Sh.koabad - · 33 7 • ditto · - ditto - - 720 - - 21 13 1 6 II 0 6 J 0 

Eta".h to Calpee - - 71 12 ditto · .. ditto - .. 1,284 - .. 18 1 4 " 3 10 3 '120 

Fero •• pore to l.ahore • - 48 13 ditto · - ditto - .. 1,660 - .. 35 - -
Ferozepore to Bhawulpore · 222 60 ditto - - ditto - - 6,612 - '- 29 12 6 .. 
FutlygUlb to Bhowgoog, on 

tbe road to Myopoory. 
82 4 ditto - - ditto - .. 378 - .. 11 13 - .. .. 3 6 1 

Futtygurh to JeUalabad, on 24 3 ditto - - ditto • - 288 .. .. 12 - - .. - 6 020 
the road to Cawnpore. 

Futt),pOI'e to Hameerpore - 42 8 aitto 0 - ditto - - 672 - - 16 - - 3 638 3 ~ 3s1 _ ...... - . - ,- ~ .- . . r' 

• Dr. Paton', salary as superintendent of mail cart. ( cMJIinu.d) 

8;. 



, 

ROUTE, 

Ghazeepore to Azimgu.a -
Ghazeepore to BUDr. -
Ghazcepore to Darkolly -
GoJouckpore to Azimgurb -
GOTUckpore to Bottiah,towards 

Nepaul. 
Hameerpore to KbOODw.rree, 

on the road to ~augur. 

Hameerpor. to Calpee · 
Haosi to BeWRony · · 
Hosungahad to Bbilaa · 
H08UDgahad to Baitool -
Hosungahad to Nursingpoor 

Indore to Bhcwpa.war - · 
Oogeiu to MehidpDre - · 
:ltulchrode to Rutlam • · 
Mho,," to Saronpore, 00 tIoe 

road to Agra. 
Ibow to Mundessore • · 

Calpee to Jhansi - -
eypor. to Rewary; · · 
eypore to Agr .. - · 
ounpore to Benares · · 
ounpore to Gopeegunge -

J 

J 
J 
J 
J uhb1l1pore too pmree, 00 the 

road to 1\1irZ"apore. 

ubhulpore to Sewo ... · 
otah to N u .... rabad · 
urnaul to Hao$i · · 
urnaul to Saharuopole · 
urnaul to D.lbi · · 
ytbut to Thannesser -
oodinna to Ferozepore · 

.ucknow to Jounpore • ": 

J 
K 

K 
K 
K 

K 

L 
J 

L 
L 
M 

ucknow to Shabjehanpore • 

ucknow to GO"'lckpore · 
eerut to Kurnaul · · M irzapore to Chuna. • ,-

Iirzapore to Benares • -
lirzapore to' Allygurh · 
firz,pDre to' Gopeeguoge · 
firzapore to Siroa · -

11 
:r. 
1\ 
1\ 

1\ firzapore to Jokya, GO the 
road to Jubbulpore. 

loradabad to' Meerut. -
IDradahad to N ynee Tal · 
fDradabad to Allygurh · 
fDradabad to BiznDur -
IDradabad to Chundowsee -
iznDre to MDzutTurnugur · 
iuttra to Delhi · -
Iuttra to Hatr .. · -
ntlra to Bhurtpore • · 

lohona to Gwalior · · 
Iynpoory to Bhowgong -
fyOpODry to Puttealee · 
&gode to Banda · · 
.gode to Myher - -

11 
1\ 

11 
11 
11 

B 
11 
11 
M 
11 

1\ 
1\ 

N 
N 
N 

N 

.emuch to' Kissore Sagor • 

eemuch to DosepoDrah, 00 

llie road to KDtah. 

, 

'eemuch to Salumbher 1'\ 

N 

N 
K 

K 

N 

N 

· , 
eemuch to,Oodeypore · 
eemuch to Kharwara · 
barwara 10 Kutra · · 
barwara to Munde.eo~e · 
uningpore to J ubbulpore • 

llowab.dl to' Jey\1Ora -

Di.tance 

in 

Mil ... 

-. 
,44 

30 
29 
64 . 
90 

100 

30 
27 
65 

66 
108 
64 
30 
J9 
74 

134 
98 

132 
t36 
38 
40 

136 

92; 
1'17 

81 
43 
80 
32 
80 

131> 
112 
166 
77 
21i 
119 

20j 
2l 
30 

105 

78 
65 
85 
46 
30 
29 
98 
24 
3D 
52 ,. 
42 
53 
24 
96 
32 

64 
38 
32 
66 
30 
56 

.69-

PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

Number Mode By Contract, Annual Coot, 

• of of 
or by including _ 

Government the Salary 0( 

Stages. Conve1anoe. Establishment. Oveneeri. 

B.. /I. 
. ,. 

7 RUDoer. - - __ Government 840 - -
establiahment. 

6 ditto - · ditto - - 768 - -
5 ditto - · ditto - - 552 - -

11 ditto - · ditto. - 1,200 - -
17 ditto - · ditto • · 2,7d4 - -
15 ditto · · ditto,. . · 1,752 - -
6 ditto · · ditto. · 564 - -
3 ditto · · di~to • · 288 - -

]5 ditto · · dillo • · ],56'1 - -
16 ditto .. · ditto. · ],776 - -
14 ditto · · ditto • · 1,500 - -
10 ditto - · ditto. · 1,200 - -
I) ditto · - ditto - · b16 - -
I) ditto · · ditto - · 516 - -

21 ditto · · ditto • · 9,444 - -· 
25 ditto - · ditto. - 5,346 - -
16 ditto · · dit!O • · ],884 - -
23 ditto · · ditto • · 1,404 - -
24 ditto · · ditto • - 2,868 - -

6 ditto · · ditto - · 672 - -
8 ditto · · ditto • · 768 - -

23 ditto · · ditto • · 2.676 - ~ 

16 ditto · · ditto. · 2,076 - -
13 ditto · · ditto - · 1,296 - -
10 ditto · · ditto. - 1,116 - -

.6 ditto · -. ditto - · .628 - -
19 ditto · - ditto - · 2.202 - --
4 ditto · · ditto. · 604 - -

16 ditto · · ditto - · 1,776 - -
21 ditto · - ditto • - 2,436 - -
18 ditto · · ditto. · 1,680 - -
20 ditto · · ditto. · 1,968 - -
13 ditto · · . ditto • · J,I52 - -
4 .ditto - · ditto. · 414 - -
5 ditto · · ditto. · .604 ok -
3 dittO' · · ditto • · 210 - -
4 dittll - - ditto • - 288 - -
Ii ditto · · dittO' • · 348 - -

19 ditto · - ditto • · 2,484 - -. 
14 ditto - · ditto - · 1,176 - -
10 ditto · · ditto _ - 1;1J0 - -
16 ditto · · ditto. · 1,464 - -
8 ditto · · ditto· · 652 - -
" ditto - - lIitto • · 216 - -
5 ditto · · ditto • · 384 - -

10 ditto ditto. 
. 

1,128 - · - - -
'4 ditto · · ditto _ · 192 - -
D ditto · · ditto _ - 240 - -
9 ditto · · ditto • · 852 - -
2 ditto · · ditto • · 192 - -

- . ditto · · ditto _ · 144 - -
9 ditco · · ditto· - 768 - -
5 ditto · · ditto • · "336 - -

17 ditto · · ditto - · 2,400 - -
4 ditto · · ditto • -- 480 - -

II ditto · - ditto '" · 1,500 - -
7 ditto · · ditto. · 960 - -, 
.6 ditto · · ditto • 720 · - -
6 ditto · · ditto. · 600 - -
7 ditto · .. dItto. · 960 - -
8 ditto · · ditto. · 888 - -

Ji ditto - · ditto - - 2,552 - -

r 

,Annual Cost Rate 0( TraVelling •• 

per 

I 1I1ilo. Dry RaW,. 
&"""n. 

R,. /I. ,. M. f. p. No f. p. 
19 1 & & & 36, 

' " 6 22 . 
25 9 7 I; 320 " " 32 
19 - 6 I; 6 2S1 " 53$-
18 12 - 5 0 0 , " 3 221 

-ao 1411 . 
, 

17 8 3 .• , 
18 J2 9 5 635 3 " 21; 
10 10 8 

2" - - " 62<1 " 6 20 • 
26 14 6 " 7 o· 

" 620 
13 14. II " 520 

" 320 
18 12 -
17 3 II 

27 II 6 5 6 0 " 5 5 
127 9J1 :; ,. 71 " 236t 

3914 3 
19 3 7 4 .6 23 3 " 6 
10 10 II 
21 1 4 .6 I 20 4 4 0 
17 10 11 .6 2 0 4 7 2~ 
19 3 II .6 7 0 3 7 0 
19 10 9 - . 3 620 

22 7 I 4 i 0 2 6 2t) 
11 1 2 4 '4 0 3 2 0 
13 J2 b 3 6 0 3 0 & 
12,4 .6 3 " ~O 2 620> 
27 8 4 .6 6 0 

" 7 0 
15 J2 -
22 3 :I 
17 14 7 .6 6 10 4 " 6 
15 - - .6 420 " 410 
U 13 8 4 7 10 4 0 0 
14 15 " " 

l' 0 3 62d 
19 4 I 
17 6 - 5 1 110 4 6 2} 
10 3 10 6 1 9f " 3 8 
13 11 5 Ii 1 38 37 4 6 
11 9 7 . . 3 Ii lSj 
23 10 6 

15 1 2 6 0 a " I 1st 
17 1 2 " 4 '0 II 6 0 

17 3 6 4 3 12 2 1 'I 
Ii! - - " o 36 3 7 36 

7 3 2 
13 3 10 
Jl 8 J 

8 - -
6 13 8 

16 6 J 

" 0 41 4 0 I) 

27 6 ]0 
3 610 

14 ,. ]0 3 320 2 ·7 l' 
14 - - 3 3 3 2 230 
25 - - 4 4 0 3 4 10 
15 - -
23 7 -
25 4 II 
22 8 -
9 J b 

32 - -
15 J3 8 - - .. 0 (I 

3615 9 .. 7 2! 4 " It 
( coulinufd) 
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ROUTE. 

POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &c. IN INDIA. 

Distance 

in 

lIfil ... 

, Number 
I 

1 of 

Stag ... 

Mud. 

of 

Conveyance. 

By Contract, 
or by 

Government 
E.tabli.bmtnl. 

Annual Cost, 
including 

the Salary of 
Ovenee .... 

Annual Cost 

per 
lIfile. 

257 

Rate of Travelling. 

Dry 
Season. 

Rain .. 

_______ -----·--------i----------------,~--------------I------------~-----------i---------~--------\--------
Nu .... mb.d to Ajmtt. 

Nu ... erabad to Neemuch 

Ajmere to Ki.hengurh 

Aimele to Pale. -

None. Tal to Almora -

NyagQ.g to Jeetpore -

Nyagong to Jhnnse. -

Nyagong to Mohoba -

Saharu.pore to Landou. -

Shnbj.hanpor. to Jenalabad, 
011 the lOad to Futtygurh. 

Shahjehnnpor. to Kuttra, on 
the rOM to Bareilly. 

Saugur to Jokahee - -

Saugul' to Bhilo. - -
Saugur to Chutterpore, on 

Ih. road to Hameerpore. 
Q>utt.rpure tu Ny.gong -

Dummow to Hameerpore 
- 1 

Dummo .. to N ursingpore ~ 

DuIDmow to Jhansi _ 

Dummow to Juhhulpore 

Stlpree to Kilhlore Sagur 
Sopree to Jhallsi -

Goonah to Bhil.. -

Tangr. to Snrungpor., on the \ 
road to Indor •• 

S.hole to Ilidor. - -

Sohore to Bhiloa - - 1 

Simla to Kotgurh 

Si ..... to Bhawulpore -

Sirsa to IIansi •• -

Ku .. owlee to Simlah -

Umballa to ~Iee 

Umballtlto KurDaul -

lImballa to ~ -
Loodiana to Jullunder 

Jullund.r to Umrit .. r 

Lahore to Umritser -

Lahore to Pe.i.a .. ar -

_I 

.: 

La~ure to Bunnoo • -

Luckkee to De .. Ismail Khan 

De •• Ismail Khan to Tonk • 

Lahore to Moolton • • 

H urruppa to Jhung - -

'tahore to Denanuggur -

P •• hawar to Dera Gaaee Khan 

lIfooltan to Dera Gazee Khan 
lIfooltan to Dera Ismail Khan 

TOTAL • • • 

17 

136 

18 

106 

35 
20 

70 

34 
56 

21 

17 

113 

72 

138 

6 
54 

87 

132 

68-
125 

,64 

100 

159 

92 

50 

48 

223 

62 

32 

54 

55 
75 

88 

59 

85 

290 

290 
33 

24 

200 
40 

90 
350 

33 
102 

11,411 

I , 
2 

24 

3 
24 

7 
3 
9 

6 
15 

4 

5 

20 

12 

18 

1 
]0 

10 

22 

12 

24 
10 

J8 
35 

16 

10 
, 6 

32 

8 

8 
14 

13 

60 

52 

9 

5 

39 

9 

19 

65 

7 
22 

1,790 

Runner. -

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

dittn 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto -

lIfail Cart -

ditto 

ditto 

dillo 

Runnen • 

ditto -

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

_ • - Government 
establishment. 

_ ditto - -

ditto -
ditto _ 

ditto -

d,tto -
ditto _ 

ditto -

ditto -

ditto -

ditto -

ditto -

ditto -

ditto -

dille -

ditto -

ditto -
ditto _ 

d,tto _ 

ditto _ 

ditto _ 

ditto -
ditto • 

ditto -

ditto -

d,tto -

ditto -

ditto -

ditto -

ditto -

ditto -

ditto -

ditto -

ditto -

ditto -

ditto -

ditto -

ditto -

ditto -
ditto • 

ditto -

ditto -

ditto -
ditto _ 

ditto -

.1 
-\ 

RI. a. p. 
192 - -

4,140 - _ 

336 - _ 

2,496 - -

744 - -

288 - -

984 - -

660 - -

1,606 - -

806 - -

432 - -

2,400 - -

1,272 - -

2,640 - -

96 - -

I,OSO - -

1,080 - -

2,184 - -
1,104 - -

3,240 - -

1,080 - -

1,872 - -
H,460 

],776 

1,200 
576 

4,560 

768 

1,152 

864 

1,500 

13,761 

- -, 
- -\ 

7,551 8 -

10,092 - -

4,898 4 -

1,223 - -
570 - • 

98 - -

55 - -
432 - -

93 - -

206 - -

743 - -

78 - -

236 - -

II.. a. p. M. f. p. M. J. p. 
Jl 4 8 

307- 540 4331 
18 10 8 

23 8 9 

21 4 J 
14 6 4 

14 - 10 
19 6 7' 

29 9 1 4 0 29 3 3 251 
14 9 1 

2a674024 

21 3 9 

17 10 8 

19 2 1 

16 - -
20 .. -

J2 6 7 
16 8 8 
16 3 .9 

2514 -
16 14 -

18 11 6 

90 15 1 

J9 4 10 

24 - -

12 - -
20 '; 2 

12 6 2 

36 - -

16 - -

27 " 4 
183 7 8 

198 11 5 

171 0 9 
]39 15 2 

4 3 5 

113 5 
2]5 6 

248 

226 
252 

247 

2 1 11 
259 

II 5 -

5 1 8£ 3 3 Ii 
5 5 15i 3 1 3 

. - - 3 6 17i 

" 5 191 3 3 ]i 
5 "11 3 6 17i 

53030 0 

4 - -

5 1 9 4 2 13 

5130404 

3 5 10; 3 3 21t 

" 7 - 42-
62- 35-

369,387 1 1 I 

Enclosure (H.) 

PLAN of the MAIL CA.RT (annexed). 

Cecil Beadon, 
Commissioner • 

• 



PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

Enclosure (I.) 

STATEMENT, showing the Maximum and Minimum Time occupied in the Transit of the MAu.s, and the Average • 

ROUTE. 

From Chittagong to Tipperah 

» Tipperah to Dacca • 

" Dacca to F'urreedpore 

" Furreedpore to JellSore 

" Jessore to Calcutta -

J'rom Calcutta to Jessore -
" 

Jes.ore to Furreedpore 

.. Fllrreedpore to Dacca 

.. Dacca to Tipperab . 
" 

TippeTah to Chittagong 

· .. .. 
· .. . 
.. .. . 
.. .. .. 
.. .. -

UPWARD. 

January 1846. ' January 1847. 

Time occupied. 

I 

Average 

! 8 Rate 
j i .; ! 

per Hour. Z 
~ Cd ~ 

~ t-I ::il is ~ 

Time occupied. 

8' 
Average 

I ! Rate 

1 d ~ per Hour. .. ::il is c t-I - - -- ----
M. f. 11. M.f.p. 

96 26t 20 231 6t 362396 241 221 231 21 4 0 83t 

56 23 19 21t 4 2 4 20 li6 221 19 2lt 3t 2 5 10 

60 21t 14t 17! 61 III 7 lJ 50 211 10i 16! Hi 3 0 lSi 
60 21 14: 17; 61, 3 227!. 60 27!' 141 191 13 ~ 021t 

80 28! 21t 2'; 7!· 3 1 39 80 32! 21t. 261 11 2 'I 30! 
------------I---i-----1----

342 - -! 104! I - I 3 1 33t 342 - - 107! - 3 1 191 

• 
DOWNWARD. 

M.J. p. M.J.p. 

80 221 18 20! 4t 4 1 25t 80 191 17 18! 21 4 1 Hi 

60 22 18! 19t at 2 7 51 60 251 171 211 8~ 2 623 ' 

50 21 13i 17 7£ 8 031 50 191 lot 15 81 2 7 23 

56 22t 16! 19~ 61 2 6 26! 56 19t 151 176 4! 3 1'37! 
96 30! 24 27i 6; 3 4 31i 96 28 231 25! 41 3 I 251 - ----:- ,------

1
3 342 

- 1
103t - 3 224 342 97t - 2 13 

, 

STATEMENT, showing the Maximum and Minimum Time occupied'in the Transit oflhe MAILS, and the Average • 
. ' .. 

UPWAltD. 

February 1846. February 1847. . . 
ROUTE. 

Time occup led. Time occupied. 

,; 
Average 

!l 
Average 

..; 
" Rate ! Rate I! .. ! .. :i ~ t 

~ ...c ri ... .. 
~ per Hour. ! :J ~ per Hoor, :;l t 

~ c .l ~ ~ :a c .l ::a is --- -- ------
M./.p. M. J. II' 

From Chittagong to Tipperah .. .. .. 96 26i 241 251 2 ·3 611 96 2~ 22t 2S! 2i " 0271 .. Tipp.rah to Dacoa. .. · · .. 56 236 lSi 21! 5 '2 430 56 24 191 21i . 4f 2 4036t . .. Dacca to Furreedpore .. · . 50 IS 14* 16t 3t 3 o 16! 50 19 15 161 4, 2 7 301 

" Furreedpore to J •• sor. · · - 60 2lt 141 18~ 6t 8 I 35£ 60 21£ 16 18! 5i 3 1 33 

" Jessore to Calcutta .. .. .. .. sO 28! 20 25t 8t 3 1 71 80 291 21 25* 8! 3 027 
1- - - -- --

7,-3-1326 842 - - 1071 - 3 1 15! 342 - 106 • 

DOWNWARD. 

M.f. p. M.f. p. 
From Calcutta to Je •• ore.. .. 

.. Jes,ore to Furreedpore .. 

" Furreedpor. to Dacca .. 

" Dacca to Tipperah - .. 

" Tipperah to Chittagong .. 

.. 80 22 18~ 20 3f 4 1 35i 80 20! IS! 19i '2t 4 2 301 
.. 60 22 13 171 9 3 0 lot 60 22 16 19 6 2 7 301 

.. 50 27 13! 2at 13i 2 7 20 50 22 15! 181 61 2 6 221 

.. 56 23. 16! 191 61 2 7 101 56 16t 15 161 3! 3 3 lI2 

.. 96' 291 24 266 5t 3 3 11 t 96 28! 23 25! 5! 3 5 35; 

1-;;- -.-.-j--_- 104 ~--;-;;;-;:;-I------i~'--_-I!·-3-3-2S-1 



--
I 

POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &c. IN INDIA. 

Enclosure (I.) 

- Rate of Travelling from Calcutta to CkittagOrlg, for the Month of January in the Year from 1846 to 1850. 

UPWARD. 

January 1848. January 1849. January 1850. 

Time occupied. Time occupied. 
Average Average 

Time occupied. 

~ ---- II . Average 

Rate 

per Hour. ~ J ! ~ ~ per~~ur. ~ 1 ! J, ~ pe~:or. ~ 11] J ~ 
f-------,I----I--I---i--:--I---l--I-----I __ I __ _ 

96 
66 

50 
60 
80 

2Ji 
20 

15! 
13 
21 

M. f· p. M. J. fl· M. j. fl. 
221 11 4 2 SI 96 261 18i 221 71 4 1 26 96 261 20l 231 51 4 0 161 
211 31 2 4 3S! 56 24 171 20 61 2 6 14 56 25! 171 20t 81 2 6 S 
17 3i 2 7 9! 50 201 121 15! 81 3- 1 111 50 18 I 12! 141 51 3 3 221 
17i lot 3 3 291 60 181 13 151 51 3 7 :l71 60 lSi I 12 13 61 4 402s1 
2st 9i 3 0 9! 80 37 221 261 14l 3 0 121 80 291 I 20t 221 9 3 4 J t 

-34-2------::--1-04-1- ----1-3-2-8-1-3-4-2-1--_- --_- 1001 ,---'-3-3-12-'-3-4-2-~I-_- --9-41-'-----1--3-5-1-

DOWNWARD. 

Mof·p. M.J. p. M.j.p. 
80 21 16t 18t 41- 4 2 4 ao 26 18 22 8 4 I 311 80 :l2 14£ 181 7i 4 3 11 
60 20t 16i 181 41 3 1 0 60 27 131 201 131 3 1 25! 60 20 15t 171 4! 3 225 
60 191 13! 161 5i 3 222i 50 18 121 15i 5; 3 1 32f 50 20t 11 151 9! 3 533l 
56. 16t 131 151 31 4 1 9t 56 18 13 151 5 3 5 121 56 241 15 19! 91 3 o It 

96 271 211 241 61 3 7 26i 96 25t 221 24! 3 4 0 4; 96 29 191 24 9i 3 5 19 --------
I 

- I~ ~ 

-=-I~ - 1
3 342 - - 931 - 3 6 41 342 - - 971 - 3 5 13 342 5 0 

.. 
- Rate of Travelling from Cdlcutta to ChittagOrlg, for the Month of February in the Year from 1846 to 1850. 

UPWARD. 

February 1848. February 1849. February 1850. 

I Time occupied. Time occopied. Time occupied. 
Average Average 

I 
.; ~ Rate it .. ' i Rate ,oJ i Rate 

~ j .~ 1 I!: per Hour. :j ~ . ~ ~ per Hour. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ per Hour. 
;:; .... .: ... ~ ~ C ] ;:!! O· ::;J C ~ ;:!! l:S 

--------I--,I----l-----'-----,I--l----I---I-I-'-~I- ----

Average 

96 
56 
1;0 

60 
SO 

34 

231 
20t 

191 
28l 

:J 
16i 
13l 
20b 

23 

20l 
IS! 
11t 

241 

M. J. fl. 
13 4 1 12 
5 2 5 25 

4l \I &351 
51 3 3 311 

'i 3 2 101 

96 
66 
50 

60 
80 

~I---' ---\103l --- 3 2 19t 3..12 

M. J.p. 
80 20t 17 1St 31 4 1 341 80 
60 21! IS1 19t lit 3 0 61 60 

50 19 16 . 17 4 2 711 50 

56 161 12~ 141 4 3 7 2Si 56 

96 251 221 23i 3 3 7 37l 96 --f---- --------I-
342 931 3 403S 342 
," 

23t 22 221 
22 161 18i 

23t 121 15t 
161 I III 14! 
31 211 24 

- - 95t 

DOWNWARD. 

201 17 18i 
21i 13i 17! 
221 II 15i 
21t 13i 17; 
30 211 251 -----,-- I 951 

KK2 

3! 
8 

l1i 
71 

~ 

M.J. p. 

41321 96 
2 7 36 66 
3 1 2i 50 

4 1 9f 60 
3 2 18t 80 

3 4 221 342 

M·f·p· 
4 2 17! 80 

3 2 31 60 

3 2 38 50 
3 311 56 

.4 .0 01 96 

- 1
3 514 342 

M.f. p-

2B! 21i 23l 4! 4 0 23 
21l 16i 1St 4i 2 7 291 
17! 12! 15 4t 3 2 211 

1,* 11 12; 3i 4 6 121 
25! 20 221 5i 3 4 13 
!--------

- - 92f - 3526! 

M. f.]I. 
24f 171 20; 7 4 5 ., 
201 131 16i 7! 3 32! 
19 12! IS! 61 3 2 26 
28 151 22 12! 3 0311 
2St IS! 23f 91 3 6 34 

- - 9~1 - 3 :; Iii 



App. (C.), No. 1.-' 

260 PAPERS RELATING TO, THE 
.., A , ' » ,.A 

Enclosure (J.) 

GENERAL ISTRUCTIONS for the Guidance of INSPECTORS in the North-western Provinces. 

TH E duties of an inspector extend to every department and every detail of thE' post-ot!icse 
within the circle of his inspection. ' 

He must make himself thoroughly acquainted with the practice of each offict', with the 
mode in which the work of each-office is distributed, with the amount of supervision exer
cised by the postmasters, and the general cbaracters of each subordinate in each office. 

He must report every deviation from the authorised system, and warn postmasters again~t 
keeping up unautho rised accounts and registers, as well as against omitting to keep rt'gularly 
those which are ord ered. 

Each office must be visited, thoroughly inllpected,.and a full report given once in each 
quarter. Forms of the quarterly report will be furnished. Every inspector must keep a 
diary of his official proceedings; this diary must be despatched daily to the Postmaster
general; and any wilful omission in the diary, or neglect in ils.preparatil')D, will be punished 
by removal from office. 

The inspector will notice in his diary the hour of arrival and despatch of lhe several mails 
from the office at which he may be; he will draw attention to any irregularity or detention, 
and suggest the remedy which may Io.ppear to him likely to con'ect the evil. 

The inspectol' must daily visit the post-office of the~ station at which he may be, and 
remark on every instance of the continuance of irregularities which have been once 
J·eported. 

The following are the books and accounts ordered to be kept up nt every post-office: 

1. Receipt and despatch abstract'letters register - - • 2 vol. 
2. Daily abstract of postage to be collected by peons - 1 " 

N. B. This will be substituted for the present peons"books in which 
the addresses of all letters are entered in detail - - - 1 

3. Forward letter registE'r -
4. Receipt and de<;patch banghy registers :} 2 " 
5. Rough diary of orders and dilections for daks 1 
6. Detailed accounts of receipts and disbursements 011 account of' 

dak bearer - - - - - - - - - 1 
7. Abstract account of receipt and disbursement of dak bearel's 1 
8. lJailv cash book - - - - - - - - - 1 
9. Contingent bill and cash account book ... - 1 

10. Skeleton hook for filing letters from Postmaster.general and 
accountant - 1 

11. Ditto, for circulars •. 1 
12. Ditto, for letters from postmasters and private individuals. 

N. B,-In large offices separate books must be kept for lettf'rs 
relating to .each department, viz., letters, mail, banghy dak, 
bearer and miscellaneous. 

"1 ,dak bearel'. 
"1 . 
" 
" ". 

" 

13. Despatch letter book with copies of all letters to Postmaster-
general and accountant - - - - '. - - 1 " 

14. nitto, to postmasters and private persons - - - _ l' " 
N.B.-In large offices tliere must be separate books for the several 

departments. 

1~. A,hook containing tIle receip't o~th~ establishment For their pay' 1 
16. Time statement book. 

The Persian recor~ should consist of a bo.l,k c~ntaining 

" . 

1. Copies of all purwannas issued to any road or other sub04'dinate. 
2. Copies of all rubicarries addresge~ to other pO!ltm~sters. - _ . _ 
3, R~ceipts for payrn~lIh to chowdrie<; and other persons not in the regular employ of -"the 'fill ' 

'Post·office. ' . - . " 

(signed) H. B. Riddell, . 
Postmaster· general, N. !V. J? 

. , 



POSTAL COMMU~ICATION, &c. IN INDIA. 

Enclosure (K.) 

STATEMENT; showing the Number of INLAND COVERS despatched, and the Cost of fixed OFFICE EsTABLISlIMEI'IT at each 
POST-OFFICE in Bengal Presidency • 

.NAMES 

of 

PO S T-O FFI C E S. 

Arrah -
Buxar -

ArrRCRn - - -
DnrrRckpore - -

Augorparah _ 
Durdwan - -

Bood Dood - -
Mungulpore -
Dugodhur - -

Berhnmpore - -
Jeogunge - • 
Khamrah - -
Bhogwangolah -
Dewnnsurroy -

Bhaugulpore. -
Colgong - • 
Sulireegully -
Rajmlll:ial - -
Ourrungabad -
Sultangunge -

B3auleah - - • 
Surdah - -
Natoor - • 

BIlUllooah • _ 
Luckipore. -
Patahaut - • 

Dackergunge - -
Nulchitty - ... 

Daraset - - -
Baugundee. • 

Deerbhoom - • 
Soorool • • 
Kandy - • 
Bunwareebad • 

BogrRh - - • 
Dancoorah - • 

Jahanllbnd - • 
Bissenpore - -
Kotulpore - -
Ellypore - -

Dalaso.e • -
Chota Nagpore -
Cherra Poonjee • 
Chittagong _ • 
Chuprah- _ • 
Cuttack - • -
Cachar. - -
Contai - - -
Chyebassa • -
Dacca - • -
Dinapore _ -
Dinajpore • -

Titalyah - -
Diamond. Harbour -
Darjeeling • , • 

Kursiong .' 
Debroahllr - • 
Luc~impore- • 
Saikwa • • 

DumDum i • 
Furreedpore - • 
Fort Gloster - • 
Gowhatty - • 
Gyah- --

Jehanabad • • 
Dehar - - • 

Gowalparah - • 
Cooch Behar -

.. 

• 

Ds. a. p. 
2,565 60 - -

971 -
053 -

6,730 50 - -
224 -

4,494 
354 _ 

790 -
299 • 

6,924 
2,460 -
1,065 _ 

244 _ 

112 -

50 - -

50 - -

,4,364 -' -
565 -
124 -
887 -
597 -
266 -

3,392 50 - -
259 _ 
882 -

1,703 -
213 -87 _ 

2,330 -
652 _ 

726 -
.390 -
1,523 -

428 -
4!J2 -
315 -

1,013 -
1,736 50 - -

400 -
489 -
446 -
260 -

1,519 -
1,3i7 -

2 
2 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
l' 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
I 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
r 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 

Rs. a. p. 
30 - - 2 
46 - - 1 
50 - - 2 
50 - - 4 
J5 - - 1 
30 - - 3 
15 - - 1 
15 - - 1 
15 - - -
85 - - 5 
15 - - 2 
15 - - -
15 - - 4 

,10 - - -
40 _ - 2 
15 - - -
15 _ - -
15 - - -
15 - - -
15 - - -
35 - - 3 
15 - - j 
15 - - 1 
40 _ - 2 

8 - - -
6 - - -

40 _ - 2 
15 - -- -
15 .. - 2 
15 - - 1 
25 - - 1 
15 - - -
15 - - -
15 - - 1 
15 - - 1 
28 - - 2 
)5 - - -
8 - - -
8 - - -
8 - - -

602 -
2,623 
3,422 
2,690 -

50 -
60 - :1; 

35 - - 2 
20 - - I 
25 - - 1 
70 - - 2 
35 - - 3 
50 - - 3 
J5 - -401 -

874 -
283 -

7.71G 
4,59tl 
2,114 

215 
6Il7 -

1,019 -- '. 

50 
100 -

50 -
20 -

3 

} 20 - -
1 15 - -
5 07 - -

:.I~1 t~:: 
20 - -

1 
1 
4 

~ 
1 
1 
1 -.1

1
140 --

15 - • -
1,014 _ - _) 35 - - 1 

200 - - • 1 15 - - 2 

]ls. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

l~ : : II _: 

,. 

-

12 - -
20-- 1 25 

5 - - -
15 !. - -
5 - - 2 
5 - - -

27 - -
10 - -

10 - -

10 - -

16 - -
5 
4 
5 

9 - -

10 - ... 
I) 

a 

5 - -
f) 

10 

8 - ... 
5 
6 

JO 
15 
15 

5 - -
5 - -

20 - -
20 - -
15 - -
4 - -
5 - -
a - -

5 - -
10 

25 - -

10 - -

3 _ -

25 - -
2'; 

25 - -
25 - -

, 8S. - _ 1 15 - - 1 5 - -
1.707 50 - - 2 40 - - 2 10 - - 25 - -
2,0.57 - - _ I 1 20 - - 1 I 4) - -

:~~ ; w;- ~ itr~ w~ f-=~ 

Rs. a. p. 
11 - -
12 - -

(. - -
19 - -

3 - -
10 - -
2 - -
2 - -

30 - -
3 - -
2 - -
2 - .. 

11 - -
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 

8 - -

10 - -
3 ,- -
5 - -
3 - -
8 - -
2 - -
2 - -
2 - -
5 - -
6 - -
2 - -

8 - -
3 - -
3 - -

10 - -
11 - -
lJ - -
'5 .- -
0--

23 - -
12 - -
10 - -

10 - -
2 ~ -

39 - -
5 - -

10 - -
8 - -

2~ " 3 
10 - -
2 - -
2 - -

11 ... -
3 - -

RII. a. p. 
101 
63 - -
06 - -

164 - -
23 - -

lOS - -
24 - -
22 - -
15 - -

217 - -
28 - -
17 - -
33 - -
10 - -
71 - -
18 - -
17' - -
17 - -
17 - -
17 - -

101 - -
20 - -
19 - -
53 - -

8 - -
6, - -

59 - -
18 - -
30 - -
23 - -

• 38 - -
17 - -
17 - -
22 - -
25 - -
97 - -
17 - -
8 - -
!'1 - -
8 - -

51 - -
28 - -
34 - -

165 - -
136 - -
76 - -
20 - -
30 - -
20 - -

185 - -
224 - -
115 - -

41 - -
25 - -
65 - -
17 - -
40 - -
64 - -
25 - -

135 - -
33 - -
5 - -

94 4 3 
100 - -
17 - -
17 - -
36 - -
28 - -

( COIttinlU!d) 



PAPERS RELATING TO THE· 

NAMES 

of 

POST-OFFICES. 

------~------1-----1-------1-~-------·-----

Hooghly- - -
Chundernagore .-
Cutwa- .. .. 
Nyassllri - -
Dlgrah .. -
Cuina - '. -
J ahanuggul'- -
Patoolee 1- .. 

Hazareebaugh -
Jessore - • -

Bongong - -
Culneah .. -
Joynagore.. -

Ddagoorah - -
Jenada - • 
Nowhatta - .. 

J ellasore • -
Kedgeree .. ~ 
Kamptee .. -
Keerpoy .. -

Ghatta! - -
Kyouk Phyoo -

Ramree .. -
Sandoway.. -

Midnapore - .. 
Kamerara.. -
Gurbevtah - ... 

Munnipore • -
Ddonghyr .. -

Barr- ... 
Mymensing. -

J amalpore.. -
MaIdal!· - -
Maunbhoom - -
Mooteeharry - -

Bettiah - -
Nuddeah - -

Ranaghaut • ~ 
Merai .. _ 
Santipore - -
Dolutgunge- • 

Nagpore - .. 
Napau,l - .. -
Nowgong • • 
Patna - - ~ 

Rs. a. p. 
- 5,686 100 - -

1,939 -
- 1,147-

616 .. 
509 .. 

- 1,026· 
302 .. 
375 • 

1,159 -
.. 4,312 50 - -

438 
986 • 
854 • 
549 -
560.. -
543 
423 -

1,389 300 - -
.. 4,098 50 - -

: I 

482 -
1,074 .. 

933 -
174 .. 
298 ~ 

4,002 50 - -
103 
350 
109 - .. -

_ 3,457... - -
.. 856.. - -
_, 2,081" - " 
.. 264.. .. .. 
.. 1,733 - .. -
.. 680. " .. 
" 959.. - .. 
" 550.. .. " 
., 5,101 50 - -
• ' 539.. - -
_ 256 - - -
• 1,363.. .. .. 
_ 301.. .. " 
• 3,199" - • 
" 399.. .. " 
'. 523.. .. " 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
2 
3. 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

Rs. 
35 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
J5 
35 
35 

G. p. 

15 - -
17 - -
17 - -
10 - -

15 - -
40 - -
70 - -
20 - -
15 - -
50 .,. .. 
15 - -
Iii - -
35 - .. 

20 -. -
80 - .. 
15 - -
20 - -
15 - -
20 - -
15 - -
20 - .. 
15 - .. 
35 - .. 
15 '" -
15 .. -
15 .. -
10 .,. -
98 - -
50 _ -
15 - -
50 ..... 

[; 

1 
1 

1 

2 
2 

3 
7 
1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 
1 

Rs, G. p. B, G. p. 
23 - - -

4 - - " 
4 - - " 

5 - - .. 

10 - -
10 - _., 

15 - -
50 
5 

12 - -

10 - .. 

5 - -

5 - .. 

4 - .. 

10 - -

31 .. -
I) - -

46 - -

50 __ 

18 

2 - -

30 - -

40 - _ 

Ba. 
11 

6 
6 
2 
2 
3 
2 
2 
8 

II 

G. p. R,. a. p. 
169. - .. 

25 - -
25 - -
17 - -
17 - -
23 - -
17 - -
17 - -
53 _ -

106 - -

3 - -
18 .. _ 
17 
17 

2 - - ]2 

- " - 15 
1,036 - - 1,441 

18 - - 206 
.5 - - 30 
2 - - 17 

233 .. - 295 
3 - - It! 
3 • - 18 

10 - - 95 

5-- 25--
10 .. - 50 - .. 
2 - - 19 - -

• - 25 - -
3 - - 18 .. -
8-- 33--
2 - - 17 - -

- - 24 .. -
.. - 15 - -

11 ... - 106 _ -
2 ... - 17 - -
2 _ - 17 - -
3 .. - 18 .... 

.. • 10 - -
30 ... - 189 - -

8 .. - 63--
3 .. - 18 - -

Receiving House~ : }7,337 eOO _ - : 

1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
6 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 

15 .. -
9 
1 
1 
1 
1 

5 - -
5 - -
5 - -

1 __ .. 18 _ - : }275 _ .. 

Futwa- • ." 
Pooree - .. .. 
Purneah. • .. 

Kishengunge -
Nathpore.. "! 

Pubna - - ." 
Commeroolly ~ 

Rungpore - -
Ryepore.. • • 
Sumbulpore. ., 
Sherghotty .. • 

Nubbeennuggur -
Sasseram • _ 

Sylhet.. • _ 
Seebsagur _ • 

Jeypore - -
Jorehaut .. -

Serampore .. • 
Tirhoot" • .. 

Durbungah - -
Tezpore - • • 
Tipperah .. -
Tumlook • -
Moulmein .. -

Mergui • ., 
Tavoy.. • -

Singapore - " 
Penang -. • ." 
Malacca - " ., 

• 392.... -
• 1,165.. .. .. 
" 2,164 - " • 
• 343.. - • 

2,266 50 - -
905 .. 

1,979 50 - -
24350--
433 350 - -
861 200 - -

75 .. 
460 .. 

1,477 .. 
635 .. 
131 .. 
244 .. 

1,544 .. 

... " 

3.785 50 - -
631 " 
744 • 

1,991 .. 
1,176 .. 

50 - -

.- - 250--
-" - 50- .. 

4 
1 

15 .. -
85 .. -
35 .. -
12 .. -
7 ." -

25 .. -
15 - -
30 .. -
20 - -
IS 
55 
15 
15 
35 - ... 
60 4 .. 
15 - -
6 - .. 

20 - .. 
60 .. -
15 -. -
37 
20 .,. -
20 .... 
90 - .. 

149 
30 

1 
1 
8 
1 
2 
2 
- '" 

2 
1 

2 
2 
2 

1 
1 
1 
2 

4 
1 

5 .. ..,. 

5 .. -
5 - -

15 .... 
I) .. -

10 - ... 
10 - ~ 

10 .. -
5 .. -

8 - -
10 - .,. 
10 - -

4 .. ... 
5 - -
I) - _ 

20 - -

45 
10 - -

1 - -

25 - -

10 - -

25 _ -

3-- 24--
11 .. - 51 - -
10 .. - 75 - .. 
3 ... - 15 - -

.. - 7 .. -
5",,- 85--
5",,- 25--

12 - - 107 .. -
5 ... - 90--

46 _ - 421 - .. 
24.,.- 289--

2 ..... 17 - .. 
2 ... - 17 - -

10 ... - 55 .. -
107 "" - 172.." 
39_- 54--

2 .,. - 16 - .. 

7 ... :-:~ 37--12 157 - -
2 17 - .. 

8 ... -I' 49 - .. 
10 .. -_ 85 - .. 

5 ... 80--
20 _ -, 180 .. -

132 
2 

i 

: =1 
576 - .. 

92 

Cecil Beadon, 
Commissioner. 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &c. IN INDIA. 

Enclosure' (L.) 

STATEMENT, showing the OFFIOB ESTABLI~HII.BNT of the Calcutta ~enl'ral Poshlffice. 

Date Pay of TorAL 

of Period of Service. NAMES. Designation. each CoUlpao7'- REMARKS. 
Authority. Individual. Ropees. 

B... a. p. lU. .. p. 
W. Tayler, Esq. · - ':Postmaster'general. 

, Salary of 2,000 Rs. 
drawn by him in a 
separate bill. 

1846 Mooktaram · · · Head J umadar · 8 - -
1846 Jumerudd""", - · · Naib ditto · - 7 - -
1849 Bachoo Khan. · - P~n . · · 5, - -
1847 Fukermahomed - - dItto · · 5, - -
1846 Fagoo SIng · - · ditto - · 5 - -
1849 Aumenuddee · · · ditto · · 5, - -. 
1849 Kboobun · · · ditto · · 5 - -

• Depoty Postmaster-
--.'- 40 - -

14th Dec. 1846 J. R. B. flennett, Esq. · 700' - -
general. 

1834 Futtesiog · · · Peon - · - 5 3 8 
1849 Golamoubee - · - ditto · - 5 - -
1847 Rom Sing - · · dittQ - · . 5 - -
1849 JOllundun Sing · - ditto · · 5 - -

I 720 3 8 
March 1822 i E. Botell1.l) - - - Heado Assistatlt. - 300 - -

1828 Golam Subdar - - Peon - · - 5 3 7 
, 305- 3 7 

ACCOUNTANT'S DEPARTMENT: 

l.t August 1845 W. Twemlow - · - Head Acooootant - 160 - -
1st January 1818 Ramnaraia Bose · - Depllt)' ditt<> - · 67 14 10 I 

1809 to 27-80 to . . 
32 and 36 - Romdarain Chuckcrbutty · Assistant .. · 35 - -

January 1842 Degumber Ghosa - - d,tle - - 35 - -
December 1830 Mobes Chunder Chatterjee ditto · · 30 - -
March. 1828 Petember Mookorjee - - dItto · - 26 2 -

1848 Hurro Cbunder Ghose - ditto - · 20' - -
1846 Neelmadhub Chatterjee - ditto · - 20 - -

394 - 10 

TREASURER'S DEPARTMENT: 

Janu&r)' 1846 Nilmoney Mutty Loll - Treasurer - · 150 - -.. J uggut Chunder Mookerjee ditto - - 60 - -
1844 Madbub Chunder Dutt - Podar - - - 81 - -
1846 Bisallmber Mookerjee - Mohurir - · 10 - -
18&0 Seeroo • - · · Peon - · · I> - -

233 - - · DAWK BEARERS' DEPARTMENT: 

October 183& Bunko Beharry Hura · Head Writer - - 30' - -
184& J.Paul - · · · Second ditto - · 20 - - - · · - • Doing duty in the unclaimed 

January 1846 Radhagobin .Mittre Mohurrir 
leiter departC>lent. 

· - - 10 - -
September 1847 Bheekoo. - · - Sirdar Beam. · 8 - -. 68 - -. 

CORRESPONDENCE DEPARTMENT: 
, 

1848 E.C. George · · · Register ~ - 100 - -
November 184& F. G. Potter • · - Eumiller · · 35 - -
October 181& Gobind Chunder Bannerjee Despatcher - - 47 - 5 . · - - - Recei .. ed be rupees •• tra from 

the pay of an assiatant of the 
miseellaneoul department. 

N ovemb.. 184& L. 1\1. Baptist. · - Searcher of Refcren ... 30 - - - - - • • Doing duty in the lhip and 
steam department. 

January 1829 Khettermohun Biowas · Copyist - - 40 - -
August 1841 Ramcoomar Dey - - ditto - - 25 - -
January 1846 C. S. Enoy - · · ditto · · lI& - -

1839 to 184& &} !\Janick Chunder Ghose · ditto - · 15 - - { - • Abolished; did duty as a reg 
from 1848 - - - · ter of the despatch department. 

.... 
317 - 5 

'STEAM AND SHIP DEPARTIIIENf: 

\\Iay 1832 R. Deefholta • Manager - • 150 . - - - - -
1833 J. D'Souza - · - {- Preparerof Steam} 95 - - -Accounta.. • 

R. J. D'Abreu · · - ., ~ . 40 - - - · · - • Doing duty as 3d deliverer of 

16th Nov. 184& H. Rodrigues. • · · 
receipt departmeot. 

Director of Letters • 40 - -
1842 Shamchand Bannorjee - d,tw ... - 40 - - . - - • - Doing duty in the correspond-. - . • enee department. 

April . 1844 A. D'Rago - - - Assistant · - 25 - -. May . 1839 Roymohun Chuckerbu.ty • d,tt ... - · 25 - -
November 1845 J. Rodrigues - - · dittO' - - 20 - -
1\Iay: o .1841 Hurremohun Chatterjee · dIttO' ... · 20 - -

1840 lIlodh08oodun M,ttre • - dillp · - 20 - - - · · - • Doing duty as writer of the 
torward department. 

(conrumed) 



. 
PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

-

! 
Pay of TOT.lL 

" 

Date 

oC Period of Service. NAMES. I)Clignati~n. each Company" REMARKS. 

Authority. 
Individual· Rupees. 

I • -
STEAM .... d SUIP DI!PAIlTMI!NT-COlltinued. R •• Q. p. R,. (I. p. 

1849 C. Pereira · - - Anistan! · · 16 - - - · - - - Abolished; did duty nl re.ister 
or the despatch department. D 

January - 1846 Bacharam Chatterjee - ditto · · J5 - -
1849 Nilcomul Chatterjee - ditto · - 12 - -
1839 Radam.dub Ne"ghy - Receiver · - 20 - -
1849 Noboo Comar Banncrjee · ditto · - J6 - - - · - • - Doing duty aa No.4 receiver of 

'the despateh department. 

1850 Ramtorun Bannerjee · Checkman · - 10 - -
1850 J uggobundoo Chatterjee - ditto · - 10 - - - · · • - Abolished; did duty u sorter 

sitkar of the deapatch depart.. 

1849 Jungloo - - - - Peon . · · 5 - - ment. 

Boat Establishment - 31 - - . · . - · · 610 - -
LETTER MAIL RECEIPT DEPARTMENT: • 

1831 J.Thom .. - - - Mail Opener - · 100 - -
September 1827 G. F. Pe .. oira - - - Hrad iJeliverer '. 100 - -

1849 C. Bonaficin - - · Second ditto. - 80 - -
J842 E.Martyr - · · Thitd ditto · · 60 - - · · - -. Doing duty in the ship and ateaJu 

department. 

July - 1836 B. D'Costa - · .. Register · · . 30 - - · · · - - Employed to make abstract of 
bearing postage. 

November 1845 A. J. D'Abru - - · ditto - · 26 - - · · - ,Abolisbed. 
1846 Nobocomar l\fookerjee .. ditto · - 20 - - · · · - - Doing duty in the nUsc.llaneoul 

Gungapersaud Boonerjee -. Ifead Moonshee 
department. ' 

]844 · 30 - -
for Postage Account. 

11345 Tarreoeechuro Ghose · Assistant ditto · 20 - -
1826 Sunne ... y eo"ar - · ditto ditto .. 20 - - · · .. - - Receives only R •• 19. civil au. 

ditor disallow. R. J. 
1844 Callypudo Chatterjee - ditto ditto · 16 - -
1829 KaduBux · · - -. Head J umadar oC 16 - -

Mail •• 
1821 Bahadooa Ally · .. N aib ditto ditto · 12 8 8 
11329 Ruffeehuddy .. · - ,Assistant ditto .. 12 - -
1840 Subdur Ally · - - ditto ditto · 12 - -
1840 Golam Mostaffa • · - ditto ditto 10 · - -
1846 oJ. Vincent · - - Head Inspector - 27 - - .. .. · .. - Head Inspector draws RI.47, 

llB 20 extra from the pay of two 
eoachmen, .... ctioned by Govern-
ment. 

["' ........ " .... allowances i. RI. 68, 
R which i. llB. 2 in ex-

1849 W. Duncan - .. .. Second ditto· · 22 - - · .. .. Dr .. ".:. cess .of the • amounl 
1849 J. D. Souza - - - Thil·d ditto - - 22 - - · · · ditto 23 sanctIoned by Govern-
1850 J. I'etenon .. - - Fourth wtlo • - 22 - - - · · "", "r :!"--Ii obtained from the 

pay of a delivery peon. 
reduced from lU.8 IQ 

1844 Radanath Ghose - - 1\Iol1urir 
R.,6. 

Btndabun Dosa 
0 - 6 - .. 

1849 · .. Podar • - · 6 - -
669 8 8 

DF.LIVERY PEONS: 
No. 1 · · 8 - -

OJ 2 · - 8 - -
OJ 3 0 

f 8 - -
OJ 4 · 8 - -
" 5 · · 8 - -
" 6 · · 8 - .. .. 7 - · 8 - -
" 8 · · 8 - -' I ., 9 - · 8 - -! It 10 - · 8 - -
" 11 · - 8 - -, 12 .. · 8 - -13 .. - 8 - -14 .. - 8 - -15 .. .. 6 4 4 

16 .. .. 8 - -J7 .. · 8 - -18 · · 8 - -19 - · 8 - -2() .. .. 8 - -21 .. · 8 - -22 .. · 8 - -23- .. · 8 - -24 .. .. 13 - -25 .. · 8 - -
" 26 :. · 8 - -.. 2'1 .. · 8 - -
" 28 .. · 8 - -.. 29 .. · 8 - -
" 

30 - · 8 - -
" 31 · .. 8 - -
" 32 .. .. 8 - -



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &c. IN INDIA. 
" 

Date 

of 

Authority. 

f. 

Period 

of 

Service. 

1848 
1844 
J850 
1844 
1849 

NAMES. 

Erad Bux - • • 
PanBwoolIah.... - _ 
Kalloo' - • - • 
Ekramuddeen - • _ 
Hamid. - -. 
Allowance for three Peons} 

for cro88in~ to Howrah 

Designation. 

No. 33 -
,,34 -
,,35 • 
'J 36 -
ft. 37 -
,,38 -
,J 39 -
,,40 -
,,41 -
,,42 _ 

0' 43 • 
,,44 -
" 45 -
,,46 • 
,,47 -
,,48 -

Chowkey Peon 
ditto • 
ditto' _ 
d.tto -
ditto -

• 

RECEIVING HOUSES IN TOWN, 

No. I, Park.,lreet. 

1841 Nobinchunder Ghose 
1850 Tako01'd088 Dosa • 

Receiver -
Peon. • 
Hou .. Rent _ 

No.2, Jorasan"o. 
1839 C .. ubchunder Ghose 
1842 Pooteram DollS • 

- Reeeiver -
- l?eon - _ 

1849 
1828 

No. 3, Baug Bazar. 
Chundernauth Chatterjee _ 
GolukDoIIS • -

Hou .. Rent • 

Receiver • 
Peon. -
Hou .. Rent. 

No.4, Bliowanipore. 

1846 Rajnorain Mookerjee 
1848 Dhoma DDII8. • 

• Reeeiver • 
-Peon. _ 

House Rent -

No.5, Kidderpore. 

1840 Chandersei<ore Banerjee _ Receiver • 
1842 Esser Katorah -

No.6, Boitaklia'iali. 

1848 Gohinchunder Chatterjee -
1849 Camel< Gho... - • 

Penn _ • 
House Rent. 

Receiver • 
Peon. -
Hou .. Rent -

Ink for oiJ: town cho"kies} 
to Goluck _. ~ 

1850 
1850 
1796 

Eight Mail Packermen at 1 
two rupees each - J-

Sony Mlstree. • • lIIoocbee 
Moneeruddeeo • • _ D.tto 
Goluckchunder - • Inkman 

LETTER lIUIL DESPATCH DEPARTMENT: 

1843 
1850 
]845 

]845 

1842 

February • 1846 

1842 

]849 

111. S.m.on _ _ • 
E. Pereira • _ • 
Essen. hunder Mookerjee • 

Tarapenand Banerjee 

NiI.hunder Gangooly 

L. Rebeira 

Nilmony Chatterjee _ 

Taruckn~uth Mookerjee 

1828 RUlISickloU Bose 
] 844 Radakiasen Doss 

Manager 
Ass.stant 
Register 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Gazette Receiver _ 
mtto - _ 

PayoE 

each 

Individual. 

1U. ... p. 

8 - -
8 - -
8 - -
8 - -
8 - -
8 - -
8 - -
8 - -
8 - -
8 - -
8 - -
8 - -
644 
8 - ..: 
8 - -
8 - -
5 - -
5 - -
5 - -
5 - -
5 - -
32-

18 - -
4 - -
3 - -

20 - -
4 - -
5 - -

12 - -
4 
2 

12 - -
4 - -
2 - -

12 - -
4 - -
2 - -

12 - -
4 - -
2 - -

16 - -
855 
75-
4 210 

]00 - -
30 - -
.25 - -

25 - -

20 - -

20 - -

20 - -

15 - -

40 - -
20 - -

TOTAL 

Company's 

Rup .... 

408]0 8 

25 - -

29 - -

18. - -

18 - -

18 - -

18 - -

2 - -

35 13 3 

REMARKS. 

- - Prepares agency bm., &c., and 
is an examiner of No.5 division. 
•• Doing duty in the correspond 
ence department. 
- • Doing duty iu the miscella
neous department. 
• - Doing dllty in the ship awl 
steam department. 
• - Doing duty in the correspond 
enee department. 

;Ditto • ditto - ditto. 

( conlinued) 



PAPERS REJ:,ATING TO'THg . 
" - --

Parol To~u. 

Date each C-puy's 
of Periaof blQlrriee. NAMES. I>esigtWiOlJ. 

lllIliridllJll. Rupee8. 
Authority. 

Lzrrz& MAu. DBSu.~ca DBPAaTlnxT_onti"ueIr! 
B.. fl. p. B.. "- p. 

· 15 - - . - -
1845 NobinchDDdur Gb_ - Register -

Doorgachurll Bann~ee Head Receim- - 26 2 -1818 - 17 - - - - -
1Gssen ChDDder Newghy 0 No. t " 

0 · 
$ree«\hur Banerjee - I! · - 20 14 a 

1840 - " 
,. 

17 - - • 1845 llhoJanauth Mookerjee 0 

" 
:l .. - - 17 - -1842 Callynauth Baoerjl!e 0 0 " 4 .. - -

1828 1tamchDDder Bhuttacharjee a - 0 20 - -
" .. 

2014 a 1828 Rorrochunder Newg'Z,. - " 6 .. - - 20 - -1839 Jl.IoheochDDder ~ ~ " '1 " - 0 

1842 Mobeocbuuder Mookerj.. 0 Checkmall - - 10 - -
ditBo 10 - -1846 Odychand Missree 0 - - .. 

10 - - - - · 1850 Mr. Gom .. - - 0 ditBo - w 

1850 Paunch Co,.,..., DOl&- o ditlO - .. 10 - -
10 .. - - - · 1849 Dwarkauauth Dooo - - ditlO - · . 

RamdhDD Sircole 0 0 dillO - . - 10 - -·1827 
1827 RIUIIIIIOhDDDoBB 0 Sorter Sircar 0 12 8 7i - . 0 

0 

1845 Dwarkauauth Chatterjee .. ditto 0 - 12 - -
1845 Radhanallth Bose .. - ditto 0 - 12 - -• 12 • • 1844 Sreenauth Chnckerbutty - ditto - - - -

Hurridarain Goono 0 - ditlO - 12 - - - - 0 

1834 -
1845 Mod_dDD Mookerjee - ditto - - 12 - - - - -
1841 CaJlypudo Ghosaul - - ditto - - 12 - - - - -
1845 Grischnuder Jladerjee - ditto - .. 12 - - .. .. -

645 7 at 

FORWARD DEPARTMENT.: 

1827 Gungana.rain GoOOo - - - - Registed'Ol'mll'd 
Packets. 

lI6 2 -
1841 iadubchuuder Mookerjee - ditto - - 20 - -' - -

Doorgachurn Chatterjee -' ditto - - 15 - - -" ... ., 
61 2 -

MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTl\mNT • 
, 

1828 C. So Starling- - - - - in charg€ of dead 100' - -' 
letter", 

1844 Pelnmher Mookerjee • - Assistant .. - 25 - -
1850 :1. S. de Mello - - - - - ditto; five rupees 20' - - - - -

of this Idlowadce 
was Vaid IIf Gorind 
Chunder Bonnerjee, 
of the correspond-
ence department.. 

1839 BhoJooauth l\littre - - Assist:m.t - - :Is - - . ". · 
1843 Gopalchunder Gangooly -' ditto oJ - 16 - - - - -
1834 Suroopchuoder Goose - ditto · - 20 - - - - · 
)837 Sreenauth Banerjee • - dim - - 25 - -1843 l\IodooBuduu Chatterjee - ditfo - - 20 - - - - -

251 - -
SERVANTS, 

1834 K yfeetullah · ~ - Bbeesty - - :. 3 7 
1844 tUehmDD - - - Sweeper - ~ 6 - -1847 J.too - - - - FlU1'3&h · - :. - -1847 Naucoo, _ - · - ditto · - :. - -
1842 SookIlJ' _ - - . Lao l\Ian - - '1 - -
1840 Settauauth - - - Gardener .. .. Ii - -1847 Ram Sing _ · - Doorkeeper - - 6 1849 l\Jooraly DhllJ'- - -~ . ditto - - 6 -1848 Moearam. -· - - ditlo - 0' 6 - -IB46 Golawrnssool ~ -- - Head Duftry - - 10 1845 GoJamsubder - -- - - dltto _ - 6 1849 Muberally - -- - - thlto - - :. - -1845 Poteet l\Jisleree - - Carpenter - 12 188.' Anund - - 0-- · · - dltlO - · 6 4 2' 

90 , 9 
n:CORD DEPARTMENT: 

I~· 1848 MuttyJolI Bounerjee _ - Record Keeper - 25 -1844 13hoobonesseur Bh_ -. - ditlO • - 20 - - - - -
46 - -

-
R£HAJUtS. 

-
0_ Doing duty in the dawk 
department. beams' 
o - Doing duty U recdver of 
Bhip and .teun dtpartrntDt. 

o ; Aboli.hed; did duty II! & 

tor of despatch departJnent, 

- - Doing duty in the COr 
elIce department. 

AINIIi.hed. 

ditlO. 
ditto. 
ditto. 

- - Doing duty 
department, 

iii CIte Bhlpp/JJ 

- - Doing duty in the coU'l!9p<ln 
- department Biu .. abolltloD 

d. 
or 

~ou. 
DitlO- ditto, baughy departmen t • 

o _ Abolished; did duty as a 
tct of the despatch department. 

- - Doing duty in the shipping 
panmeut.. 
• - Doiog duty aa a cbeckmao, 
has charge 01 the statiouery. 
• - Doiug duty in the 
ence depanmeue Bin .. the abohti 
!If registntiOD. 

ditto. 

- • Aooiolll also in the etJrteS pond
of _ department since aboUClOil 

lregietratiuu. 



POSTAL .COMMUNICATION, &c. IN JNDIA . 
. -

nate 

of Period of Service. NAMES. 

Authority. 

TIME CHECK l\IAIL'S DEPARTMENT: 

1831 Pearymohun DQtt - -
1831 LocknButh Mookeljee · 
18411 NobinchundOf Dut! - -

BANGIlY Dl!:PARTMEN'l': 
. 

16,Janullry 1846 J. Botellho · . -
184:; G. &Ivadore • ~ -
1840 Ramehunder Chatte!jea -

N .... _beP 1841; A. J. D'Abrell - · 
U'H Guugau ..... in ,Ghpse • .. 
184;J CalJycomar Df!r - -
1849 _NileoDlP! Chul:kerbutty -
1849 Ramd..,u Mllllick " · 
~49 Govinchuude~ Banerjee -
182$ Mohun · · .. · 
J84$ . Madub · ~ " -
183$ Khosaul" - " -
1.84e Pookur • · - " 

183. Prelllcl>aoclJ)p", " -
183. Brijomohun 1)09 - -

• 
ORJENTAL DE~4JtTI\fENT: 

April . J846 

1849 

ROAD ESTABLISHl\lENT. 

1831 

'1840 

1114.1 

. 184.1 

• 

Calcutta, General Post.office, 
28l1Iarch 1851. 

weuehunder ~ee -
Muun"J1Udde~ • - -

Sorol · - . -
Three Paokermen for the 

Genual Po~ce maiIa. 

EJlahrJ,ux · " · 
ContinC"nt I'll0wanC8 fi.n' 

ditto. 

Joygopaul Kopar - · 

Abdoolgoho · . -
Contingent .uowance wr 

ditto. 

Runrwr for O,v!l'nor-gene- } 
ra\'s "'pre.. .. -

Deduet va."",i .. undrawn-

Pay of TOTAL 

Designation. each Company's REMARKS. 
Individual. Rup .... 

B.s. Go p. Ra. (.I. p. 

Aasistant - - 20 14 6 
ditto - - 20 '8 8 

dittp - - 20 - -
""---'--, 61 1 1 

-
MlIII"{er - · 100 - -
;Register - - 20 - -

4it., . · 16 - -
ditto - · 20 ,- -
dittp ~ · 16 .~, -
j}lttp - - 12 - - r 

.dittp - - \2 8 8 

dittp " - 10 - -
.~ttp - - 10 - - . " - Abolishel; did duty as Register 

of the Receipt Department. 

Jlearer .- - .4 2 10 

Idit., . - 4 - -
ditt41 " · " - -
rdittp - ~ " - -

J'ackel'lll8ll - - ·6 4: 4 

clittp - - 6 ,4 4 

245 4- ,2 

;Head Mooushes · !J!j - -
N,ib ditto - · .6 - -

0 0 
41 . ... 

, 

l"ort Qloster Runner 4 2 10 

" 
. ... " 12 - -

Vd(lad" lleaarea Road 10 - -
. - - . 8 2 -
• • Moonshee Baa. 16 - -
ghea Department. . 
•• Uddadar Berham· 10 - -
pore J\oad. 

. " . ~ 8 - -

J{ 4 211 . . - " - -
67 7 9 

- ~ - ~ 8 - -
-.--- 67 7 9 

'l'OT41. . _ Co.', Ra. 6,427 l3 Sf 

J. ~ B. gennett, 
Deputy Postmaster.general in fharge. 
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PA PERS RELATING 'I'D' THE, ." 

Enclosure (M.) 

STATEMENT, showing the Number ofbuND COVERS despatched and the Cost of fixed OFPICB ESTABLISHMBNT 
, ,at each Post-office in the North-western Provinces. 

NAMES 

of 

PO ST-O FFICES. 

p. 

;S 
§.: 
~~ ",,,, 
dO 
~ .. 0 

o bilp. 

... o 
o z 

TOTAL 

Monthy 

, Charge. 

Z ~~ 
-----------------------:---------,~-------------------------I----------I·-------------I----------l--------

Agra -' - - -} 
Civil Receivin'g-office 
City Receiving-office 

Allahabad - - -} 
Receiving-office - -
Futtebpore - - -
Khujooa • - -
Sbazadpore - - -
Sirsa - - - -
Rajapore - - -

Ajmere - - - -
Allygurb - - -

Anopsbubur • -
Bbowgong - • -
Etah - - - • 
Secundrabad - -
Khoorja - - -
Secundra Rao - -
Hatras - • -
Bolundshuhur _ -

Almorah • • -
Looboogbat - -
Petoraghul' • -

Azimghur - - -
Baitool - - - -
Banda - - - -

Mohaba - - -
BareiUy - - -_} 

Receiving-office 
PeUibheet - -
Kuttra - -
J ellalabad - -
Cbundousee -
Khasgunge - -
Budaon - -

Benares - - •• } 
Receiving-office -
Gopeegunge -
Sultan pore - -
Syedpore - _ 

Cawnpore - -
J ellalabad - • 

28,278 

12,1l2 

2,292 -
560 -

84 -
416 -

1,016 -
2,775 
5,719 

473 -
363 -
333 -
418 -
716 -
514 • 

2,899 • 
1,645 -
2,668 -

376 -
254 -

2,255 
759 

2,940 
407 • 

70 - -
80 - -

50 - -
50 - -
50 - -

6,860 {_ 50_- -_ 

701 -
244 -
353 • 

1,015 -
596 -

1,900 -
8 {.

200_--1 ,165 _ 

168·- - -
421 - - -
808,- --

20,766 150 - -

Calpee - - - 2,158 - - -
Delhi - - - .-} 29,134 {_I ,50 _ - -_ 

Receiving-office -
Bhewany - - _ 
Rewarree - -
Goorgaon - _ 
Paniput _ _ 
Rohtuk - -
J ellalabad - - -
Bagput - • 
Eurrode - -
Noh - - -
Pulwul - -

Erinpoora - -
Pali - • -
Joudpore - -

Etawah - - -
Jeswuntnuggur -
Oriah • - -

Ferozepore - -
RecPlving-office - :} 

2,002 • 
1,648 • 

843 -
899 -

1,184 -
348 -
231 -
312 -
349 -
407 -

1,132 50 - -
635 -
259 -

2,1l7 -
204 -
559 -

f 100 • -
l- - -

8,991 
Futtebgurh - • 

ltecelving-office - :} 12,287 r 50 - -
'l- - -

Ghazeepore -, -
Receiving-office. 

Gorruckpore - -
:} r 50 - -

l- - -
50 - -

4,623 

2,326 

Rs. a. p. RB. a.,. RI. a. p. RB. a. p. &. a. p. 
9 224 - - 14 70 '- - 25 - - 67 - - } 
1 8 - - 1 4 _ - -. - 4 - _ _- _- : 767 - -
115---- -
5 145 - - 6 32 - - 25 - - a8 - - } 462 
1 10 - - 2 10 - - 2 - - - - - -
2 65 - - 2 10 - - - - - 7 - - 82 - -
1 15 - - - _ - -. • • 3 - - 18 - -
1 15 - _ -.. - - - - - 2 - - 17 - -
1 8-- 1 5--- - ·1-- 14--
I' 15 - - -.. • _ - • - 2 - - 17 - -
3 52 - - 3 15 - - - - • 6 - - 143 - -
6 185 - - 4 20 - - - .. • 39 - - 324 - -
1 15 - - -. _ .. - _ .. 2 - - 17 - -
2 37 _ - - _ _ _.. - - 4 - - 41 - -
1 10 - - -.. - _ - - - 2 - - 12 - -
1 10 - - - _ - - - - - 1 - - 11 - -
115-- 15--- - - 3-- ~3--
1 10 - - - _ _ _ - - - 2 - - 12 - -
227 __ 15--- - - 5-- 37--
2 27 - - 2 10 _ _ - - - 5 -. - 42 - -
2 42 - - 2 10 - _ - - .. 10 - - 62 - -
1 15 - - - _ _ _.. - - 3 - - 18 - -
1 15 - - - _ .. .. - .. • 3 - - 18 - -
120_- 1 5-- 15-- 8-- 98--
2 27 - - 1 5 - - - .. - 5.. - 87...-
3 68 - - 2 10 _ _ 15 - - 14 - - 157 - -
I 1& - - -. _ _ - - - 3 - - 18 - -
3 50 - - 5 28 - - 15 - - 16 -.- } 174 8 
1 12 -.. I 3 8 _ 1 - - • -
1 15 - - 1 5 - _ - • - 3 - - 23 - -
1 10 - - -. _ _ - - - 2 - - 12 - -
1 15 - - - _ _ _ - - - 2 - - 17 - -
1 15 - - - _ _ _ 2 - - 3 - - 20 - -
1 15 - - - _ _ _ - - - 2 - - 17 - -
230-- 1 5--- - - 5-- 40--

I! 3~~:: ~ ~g:: - 4 -_ ::. 9~ - __ } 723 _ _ 
1 15 - _ - _ _ _ - - _ - - 15 - -
1 20-_ I 5-- - - - 3-- 28--
1 • 15 - - - _ - _ - - - • - 15 - -
8 255 - - 10 52 - - 25 - - 114 - - 596 - -
1 ]0 -. - _ _ _ - - ..- -. 10 - -
283 ..... I 5-- - - - 5-- 43--

i li~:: ~ ig:: _ 20 _ - : 4~ : : } 439 - -

1 15 - - - _ - _ - • _ 5 - - 20 - -
1 15 - _ I 5 - - - - - 3 - - 23 - -
1 15 - - - _ • _ - - _ 2 - - 17 ~ -
1 15 - - I 5 - _.. - - 3 - - 23 - -
1 15 - - 1 5 - - - - .. 3 - - 23 - -
1 15 - - - _ - _. - _ 2 - - 17 - -
1 15 - - - _ • _ - - _ 2 - - 17 - -
1 15 - - - _ - _ - - _I 5 - - 20 - -
I 10 - - - - • _ - • • 2 - - 12 - -
I 15 - - - - - _ -. - 15 _ -
2 45 - - 1 {) - - - - _ 10 - - 110 - -
120-- - .... _ - _ 3-- 23'--
125-- 1 5--. - _ 8- ...... 3/'1--
2 30 - - 2 10 - - - - _ 6 - - 4CJ - -

1 
4 
1 
3 
1 
4 
1 
2 

10 
no 
10 
75 

5 
75 
15 
35 

-·15--· 5 
- - - - - - _ - 10 
4 
1 
4 
2 
3 
1 
3 

2~ : :: : : ~ : : I} 2U - -

2~ : : - 2 - _ .: 3? - __ } ]89 - -

15 - - 25 - - 26 - - 1 "1 ~ _ 
5 - - - - • 2 - - j-" -

15 - - - - - 16 - - IIG 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &c. IN INDIA. 

NAMES 

of 

POST-OFFICES, 

• 

TOTAL 

Monthly 

Charge. 

-----------------1------1---------1---1---------1---1---------1----_________________ __ 

Scindia's Government 4,819 
Gwalior - - -} 

Post-office - -

R •. a. p. r 50 - -

1: : : Receiving-office - _ 
Mohona - - _ 

Hameerpore - - _ 
Hansi- - -_ 

Hissar _ - _ 
Hodul - ~ - _ 

Kossee _ _ _ 
lIosungabad _ _ _ 
Indore - _ _ _ 

Augor- _ - _ 
SlI.rungpore - -
Jourah .. - _ 
Mehidpore - - • 
Oogein _ - _ 
Rutlam - - _ 

Jaloun - - _ 
1roonch - - _ 

Jhansi - - - _ 
Jyepore - - - _ 

Bhurtpore - - .. 
Jounpore - - _ 
Jubbulpore - - _ 
Kalka - - - _ 
Kotah - - _ _ 
Kurnaul - - _ 
Kussowlee - - _ 
Ludwah - - - _ 
Land our _ - _ 

Dehra - -. _ 
Rajpore - - _ 

Loodhiana - - _ 

189 -
1,232 -
1,624 50 - -
1,25,z -

409 -
611 .. 

1,630 50 - -
3,265 100 - -

664 -
60 -

269 -
764 -
655 -
442 -

1,488 
1,184 -
1,789 
2,669 

370 -
2,734 
3,125 

496 -
921 -

50 - -
50 - -

50 - -
50 - -

2,827 50 - -
4,139 50 - -

928 -
6,539 100 - -
1,497 -

196 -
7,C20 100. - -

Lucknow _ - _} 
Receiving-office - - 11,031 
CantonmentPost-office 

fOO: - : 
Sultanpore - _ _ 
Seetapore - - _ _ 
Fyzabad - -. _ 

!lee rut - - - _ 
Mozuffernuggur - _ 
AU(ler- - - -
SamJee - - -
Hurd war - - _ 

1,045 -
585 -
571 -

24,798 100 - -
1,545 -

624 -
1,163 -

271 -
Morad Munzil - -_ 
Mirzapore - - -_} 

Receiving-office -
AJinuggur - -
Chunar - -
Jokuhie - -
Kuttra - -
Rewa - .- -

Moradabad - -
Bijnore - -
Clisheepore - -
N ujeebabad -
Rampore - -
Dhampore.. -
Ghurmooktesur -

Muttra .. - -
Receiving-office -
Brindabun .. -

:} 
Mynpooree - -

Shekollbad - -
Putiallee.. -

Nagode - - -
Neemuch - -

Kissore Saugor -
M undisser.. -
Odeypore - .. 
Salumbher .. -
Kburrowara -

Nllsserahlld - -
Beaur- - -
Kishenghur .. 

N ur~ingpore - -
Nyagong - -

Mourllneepore -

11,894 {.
100 _- -_ 

91 -
1,620 -

106 -
102 -
462 -

4,809 
1,344 -

265 -
469 -
863 -
555 -
494 -

50 - -

5,965 {_ 50 _ - : 

770 - - -
5,191 50 - -

637 - - -
680 - - -
922 - - -

2,549 100 - -

441 -
203 -

291 • 
2,622 100 - -

482 • 
129 -

1,293 -
1,329 50 - -

393 • 

3 
3 

1 
1 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
7 
I 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
2 
1 
2 
3 
I 
2 
4 
3 
2 
2 
3 
2 
3 
3 
1 
7 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

10 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
7 
1 
I 
2 
2 
1 
2 
3 
2 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
8 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 

~ ~ ~ ~ -=:: ~ ?:~ ~ ~ ~ ? }:: ~ ~ 
15 - - - - - - - _ _ _ _ 15 _ _ 
70 - - 1 I) - - - - - 10 _ _ 85 _ _ 
35 - - 1 6 - - 15 - - 5 _ _ 110 _ -
27 - - 1 5 - - - - _ 3 _- _ 35 _ _ 
20-- -- - -- __ 3-- 23--
20-- 1 5--- - - 3-- 28--
40- - - 1 5 - - - - - 15 _ _ 110 _ -

215 - - 3 15 - - - - .. 33 __ _ 363 - _ 
17 - - - - - - _ _ _ • _ 17 - _ 
17 - - - - - - - _ _ .. _ 17 - -
20-- 1 6--- - - 3-- 28--
65-- I 5--- - - 3-- 63--
20-- -- - -- - - 2-- 22--
75 - - I () - - - - .. 5 - _ 85 - -
40-- -- - -- - .. 8-_ 98--
15 - - - - - - - - .. _ _ 15 _ _ 
65 - - 2 10 - - 10 - - 15 _ _ 150 - -
60 - - 2 10 - -.. - .. 9, - _ 129 _ _ 
15 - - 1 5 - -.. - - 3 - _ 23 _ -
37 - - 2 10 - -.. - .. 8 _ _ 105 - -
65 - - 2 10 - -.. - .. 18 _ _ 143 - -
85 - - 2 10 - - - - .. 7 - _ 102 _ _ 
45-- 1 5--- - .. 8-- 58--
40 - - 3 16 - - - - .. 4 _ _ 110 - _ 
60 - - 3 15 - - - .. - - _ 125 _ -
27-_ 15--- - .. - .. 32--
85-_ 736--- - -29-- 250--
47 - - 2 10 - - - - - 18 - - 75 - -
20-- 1 5--- - - 3-- 28--

150 - - 5 26 - - 25 - - 40 - _ 341 - -

i~ = = : ri = = _ z: _ = : 3~ = = } 364 - -
15 - - 1 5 - - - - - 3 - _ I 23 - -
15 - - 1 5 _ - - - .. 3 - _ 23 - -
12 - - 1 5 - - - - .. 3 - _ I 20 - -

218 - - 9 46 - - 40 - - 65 - -. 459 - -
15 - - 1 5 - - ~ - .. 3... _: 2-'3 - -
15 - - 2 10 - - - - - 3 - _, 28 - _ 
15 - - I 5 - -.. .. - 3 - - i 23 - -
20-- 1 5--- - .. 5--,30--
40 - - 2 10 - - - - - 5 - - I 55 - -

li~ : = ~ ~~::: : : I: : : 'I} 299 - -
15 - - - - - - - - - 2 - - 17 - -
30 - - 1 5 - - - - - 6 - - 41 - -
17 - - - - .. - - - - - - 17 -- -
8---_ •• _. -1-- 9--

35 - - - - .. - - - - 6 - - 41 - -
65 - - 3 15 - - 5 - - 10 - - 145 - -
35-- 1 5--- .... 5-- 45--
15 - -, - - - - - - .. 2 - - 17 - _. 
15 - _- i -1 - - - - - - 3 - - 18 - -
10 - 5 - -.. - - - - 15 - -
10 -'- - - - - - - - - - 10 - -
15 - - - - - - - - .. 2 - - 17 - -
~~ :: ~ I::: _ 25 _ - : 1_~ : : } 192 _ _ 

20 - - I 5 - - -. - .. 2 - - 27 - -
52 - - 2 10 - - 25 - - 16 - _ 153 - -
15 - - 1 5 - - - - - - - 20 - -
7--·-- - - .. - -- _ 7--

40 - - 2 10 - - 15 - - 5 - - 70 - -
70 - -
12 - -
50 - -
20 - -

424-- 30--30-- 2M--- ~ 

1 

8 - -
20 - 1 
75 - = I 4 
20 - - 1 
10 - -
35 - -
57 - -
15 - -

1 
3 

- - - - - - - 12 - -
5--- - - 5-- 60--

- -- - -2-- 22--
- -- - - - - 11--

6--- - - 4-- 30--
21 - - - - - *74 - - 270 - -
5--- - - 38- 288-

- -.. .. .. - - II) - -

5 - - - - - 3 - - 4!l-
15 - - 20 - - .. - 142-

- - - .. - 2 - - 17 -. 

.. ThlS Includes office rent. ( continued) 
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NAM,ES 

of 

PAPERS RELaTING 1'0 THE 
be ~. ~- - ,.A ~ I ~ 

~~~ ~ ,e. g,e. I ~ 
]~~ ~ l . ~ ~. -, \ 1 
i5 g ~ ~ :a~ ~ =a ~ . 0 
;~= ., ., .,., Qi .5 g • ] 1-5 
0..... ~ 0 -:';0 ~ o:\~ ... i = ..; 
OJ»"" ~ ~ ... ~.... Al' ~~ 

. I'.s"" CD>, CD>, &13 .c 0:\ 

TOTAL 

Monthly 

Charge. 
... o~ . 8 ~ ~ 0 0 "" 0 C> I '" .. 
Z~ 0:\ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~ 0 06 

~_~_~~=-~ __ ~-_~_~_--~b~~~--~--~~~==~~~~~==~~--~~~'F==~----='~==~--4---~----
---- R;- a p Rs. q. p. ' Rs.. a. p. Rs. a. p. IRs. a. p. 

N ainee Tal • ~ 
S~ah(U'Ur,P9r. -

Roorkee - -
Shahjehau,POl'e -
Saugor - - • 

Chutterpore • 
Heerapore ~ -
Dummow.,. -
Lullutpore ~ -

Sehore - ~ -
Bhopaul ~ -
Bhilsa - .. .. 
Goonah .. • 
Seronge ., -

Seepree - ~ -
Seonee - • -
Simlah - .,. .. 

Kotgurh .. • 
Sirsa - .. -
Subathoo ;, -

2.7~ , va';:": 1 SU...... 2 10 - - - • - 4 - -
4,755 50 ~.... 4 76."... 2 10 -... 2~.. ~ 18 - -

Rs. a.p. 
114 ... 
178 .., -

801 _ - _ 1 20 - - 1 G - - _ • - G - -
3,605 GO _ - 1 20 - - 1 G - - - p - 6 - -

3() - • 
80 - _ 

4,455 50 - - 3 75 - - 4 2~ - - 30 - - 26 - -
286. _ _ 1 10 _ _ _. • • - .. - -4 - -

203 - -
14 - .., 
17 - _ 14 _ _ _ 1 15 _ _ _, _ - - - • - 2 - -
28 - -
20 - • 

886,; __ 120--16-- - _ .3--
561 - - - 1 IS - - 1 6 - -
99660-- 203-- 16--
699 - - - 1 IS - - 2 8 - -
324-. _ 115-- 28--
1M. - - 1 15 
132 - - - 1 15 
594- -.,120 
867- - -230 

11,268 100 ~ - 4 125 
77 - 60 -_ • I- 31 8 

1,221 35 - ... 

1 
1 
8 

fj - -
fj 

52 

5 - -
11 

_ 18 
_ 3 
_ 3 
_ 2 

- 2 
• 3 _ _ _I 6 

25 - - 9 
-. • _ 2 

_ • - 6 

- - l27 - -
26 ~ -
26 - -
17 - .. 
17 - • 
28 - ." 
40 - ... 

.., - ,311 - -
10 - -

- - 105 - -
- - 147 ... -1,790 80 - - 2 45 

{.
150. - -. 8

1 
197 10,142 15 

Umballa ,. - __ } 
Receiv~ng-office - • 
Thannessl\r - -

1 
2 

- - 11 
1 

56 
5 

_1 11 
.30 -: -.I3~ - _- } 483 " ... 

J u&,gadree. ~ 
Dugsuahy .. -

PUN14UB: 
Buttalah .,.' -
Hoshyarpore - -
Jhelum. .. -
Jullundur - -

Receiving-c$ce -
Nakoda .,. -
KUl'turpore - -
Phillour _ _ 
Kan~ra - _ 
Tauaa - - _ 
Dhul'msala - _ 
Hajeepore - _ 
Mookrian - -
Noorpoop - -
Phugwara. t. 

Lahore- - • • 
Hazara .,. -
Umritser - -
Pak Pultun -
<loozerat • • 
Lukhee - -

Shekopora _ • 
Shahpore ~ • 
Pind Dadim Khan 
Dera Ismail Khan 
HUl'ruppa _ ~ 
Bunnoo _ 
Goozeranwalla. _ 
}lean nleer _ 
Jhung. _ _ 

Leja _ _ _ 
Kobat - - _ 
Kussoor - _ _ 
Mooltan • - _ 
• Mozuffergurh -

Dera <lhazee Khan 
Bhawulpore _ 

Pesbawur _ _ 
Attock -

Rawul Pindee -
Wuzeerabad. _ 

Sealkote - -
Boodie Pilld - -, 

-1 
-J 

472 - • - 2 27 - -= 
1,033 - - - 1 15 
1,148 90 - - 1 35 2 

1,034 -
3,944 50 - _ 
1,973 60 - .. 

7,8'(9 {.150 _ - : 

1,020 -
1,53. _ 
1,040 • 

969 -
412 -
467 _ 
524 -
561 • 
627 -
389 -

15,931 ~O - -
157 -

4,344 -
523 -
464 _ 

640 _ 
660 _ 
320 • 

1,380 _ 
16 -

613 -
326 • 

3,049 
407 _ 
744 _ 
863 

,-

50 - -

1 
3 
2 
5 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

10 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
I 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 

7,888 175 - - /) 
627 .. --1 

3,620 50.., - 3 

25 
75 - .., 
57 .., .., 

150 - -
15 - .., 
45 - -
45 - -
45 - -
45 - -
55 - -
15 - -
30 
20 - -
20 - -
10 - -

297 .., -
25 - .., 
65 - -
25 - -
25 .., -
15 - -
25 - -
25 - ... 
25 --.., 
25 - -
]5 - -
25 - -
15 - -
25 - .., 
25 .., -
70 - -
25 - -
17 - .., 
87 - -
25 - -
25 - -

1 
3 
3 
7 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
I 
1 

6 
1 
2 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 

197 - _ 10 
25' - - 1 
87 - _ Ii 

:} 10,705 CX50 
_ - : .~ 

920 

170 - - 10 
45 - - 2 

10 - -

5 - -
15 
18 
40 
6 

10 
10 
10 
10 
10 

6 
6 
5 
6 

48 - -
I) - -

10 - -
6 - -
6 - -

6 
6 
6 
6 - .., 

6 - -

G - -
6 
6 
6 
6 

18 
6 
6 

64 - -
6 - -

30 - -
64 - -
1,0 - -

* This includes office rent. 

10 - -

27 - .., 
5-- 20--
6 - - III - -

- 3-- 33 
16 - - 15 - - 170 
16 - - 12 - - 152 

- 21 - - \ 381 
- - - J 
- 3 - - 58 

3 - - D8 
3 .., - 58 

1 - - 3 - ~ 59 
- 6-- 70 

1-- 3-- 24 
- 3 - - 38 
• 3 - - 28 
- 3-- 28 
- 2 - - 12 
-64-- 649 
- 2 - - 32 

I" - 3-- 78 
- 2 - - 33 
- 2 - OJ 33 
- 2 - - 17 
- 2 - - 38 
- 2-- 33 
_ 2 - - 33 
- 2 - - 33 
_ 2 - - 17 
_ 2 - - 33 
_ 2 - - 17 
_ *7 - - 37 
- 3 - - 33 
- 2 - - 78 
- 2 - - 38 _ 3-- :!3 

15 - - 12 -.. 182 

30 - -

15 
25 - -

• 2 - - 33 
.2-- 33 

30 - -
2 

16 
30 

496 
33 

197 
489 

60 

Cecil Beadon, 
COIWIlissionel'. 



POSTAL COMMUNiCAtION, &~. IN INDIA. 

Appendix (C.), No.2. 

EXTRACT (rom REPORT of Madras Postal Commissioner to the Government of 
F(J1,t St. George, dated 23d April 1851. 

CONDUCT of BUSINESS. 

3. THE General Post-office is a charge which bas not been usually souO"ht fot by men of 
dIstinguished ability, and when filled by officers of high qualification it has been gem·rally 
as a temporary measure, and pending only the vacation of some more active post. It is 
almost the only office under the Government ",hich 1s nof in the line to some higher 
employment; it stands alone as It dl'partment and leads to nothing. While the collector 
and the judge 'm ay look 10 tbe Sueder Brllrd and' the highest Court of Adawlut as re)Vards 
of able administration in their respective 'lines Qf duty, and the highest office of account is a 
legitimate object of am bition to the mcumbents of the Treasul'y and the Audit-office, and t6 
all, the Secretariat, and eventually the (;ov~I'l1ment, are open as the end of distinguished 
service, and the reward of high ability, the holder of the Post-office has already attained 
the highest step in the ladder, and alone in the service fEels fbat his department leads to 
nothing. Hence the first object with all men of energy a~d zeal has always been to leave 
the office as soon after their appointment as possible i ar,d wheuever it has been held by olle 
individual for any length of time, it h'as been by one whose circumstances precluded hi~ 
looking forward to adlancement in any other depattment of the public service. The Post" 
office bas in cons e'C)uence not been fairly dealt "ith: it bas either been the temporary employ
ment of some able officel', ~hose tenure was loo shdlt to afford hIm means of examining into Its 
stllte, and <1pportunity of reforming its defects, and' who; always looking for removal to sonie 
mOl'e active lme of duty, took no gteat interest in the post; or it has b"'een held by som~ one 
to whom the other branches of the service were not open, and who wa~ placed in the post 
solely because he coold be entrusted with no more responsible offi'ce. Much of the 
imperfect managerl1ent of which the public has complained' has amen from this. Sterling 
improvements and ~earchjng reforms can be introduced and carried out only by vigilant and 
practical men; to effect improved management requires better machinery than the office ha& 
usually possessed. A degree of quick intelligence and personal actIvity is requisite in those 
who manage its details, and the inefficient control {It'lit good system may be as productive of 
evil in its resulttJ as a system which'is vicious in itself. ' 

4. The salary of the office being the same as iliat allowed to all collectors and judges, it is 
hardly to be expected that any public servant. whose standing and ahility entitle him to expect 
advancement in those responsible and interestmg lines, should willingly accept, -at an 
expensive Presidency, an office of only fqual remuneration, and of less authority and 
interest. If it be WIshed that the departmellt shall be efficiently administered; that the 
officer at its head shall be content to l'l'main, and seek no early change, and that thus ability 
and experience shall be united ill its control, the charge should be codided to some gentle
man wIlose position ill the selvice would not entitle him, for some years, to expect advance
ment to an independent office in other branches, and who would be anxious t6 justify his 
early attainment of a high salary by devoting his best energies to the duties of the office. 

App. (d.), 'flo. 2: 
'--

5. Another measure, which is of great importance for insuring an increased activity and Separation of the 
efficiency in the management of the post, is the entire separation of' the Postmaster-general offices of Post
from all connection wlili the details of the Presidency Post-office; that office should be to master-generfl and 
him no more than any of the other of the post-offices throughout the country; over it, as over ~o~x::ster 0 

all, he should exercIse a vigilant general control, but with its details he should have no a . 
concern whatever. With his hands free from the minutire ofth~ o/Ece, he would have time 
to give his consideration to general principles of improvement; he would have leisure to visit 
any office in the provinces where he bad .from any cause or reason to suppose that his 
presence was 'required, and thus have means of satisfying himselfby personal inspection that 
the system he had laId down for their guidance was duly followed by his subordinates; that 
the laws enacted were enforced, and the rules of the Government obeyed. His control would 
be effectual becattse it would be actual; his authority would be respected because it would be 
felt; and his knowledge of the wOIking of the system would be good, because it would be 
practical. ' 

28. The system laid down for the current duties of the office is generally good. I have 
compared it with that followed in the other PresidenCIes; and have found that it very nearly 
resembles the system in Bombay, the best which has yet been introduced into India. It· 
stili admits 01 some improvements, which I shall now s11ggest in order, ramal'king only, that 
the suggestions ba\'e reference solely to the present system, and that should an uniform rate 
be adopted, and stamps be introduced, further simplification will be possible. 

29. Six o'clock A.M. and 12 o'clock at noon are the hours fixed for opening all mails, Optlning of mails 
which have arrived iu the interim previous to either hour. Each mail receiver then takes received: 

87. L L 4 charge 
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Abolition ofabstract 
registers suggested. 

Bearing letters. 

New plan ofregiater
ing bearing letters 
recommended. 

Letter-carriers' de
tailed registers. 

Unnecessary. 

Banghy mails 
received. 

Abolition of the 
present registers 
recommended. 

Opinions of post
masters. 

Despatch of letters 
and newspapers. 

Weighing machines 
recommended. 

Letter dated 30th 
July 1850 •• 

PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

charge of the mail allotted to him, inspects the state of the seals, and reports ift~ey .are in a.oy 
way damaged ; he then ope~s the wallet, and com.pares the num bl'r «;>f packets whICh It con~ms 
with the entry in the road mdex or telegraph; If they agree he mspects the seals of each 
packet, and separates those for Madras from those which ar~ to ~e forwar~e~. He then ~pens 
the former, and compares the number of letter>! they contam With the ongtnal and duphcate 
chellauns, or invoices, which are enclosed in each packet. The.letters are then stamped. and 
taken'by the writer to his desk, where-he sorts and enters thell' aggregate.number? weight, 
and amount of postage in an abstract register, ac~ording as th~y may be paid, bearlDg, free, 
or service, noting that the postage charged 'On private letters IS .correct: I would sugge~t 
the abolition of these abstract registf'rs; the chellaun received With each packet IS 

a correct invoice of its conted\s, and if filed and preserved would ""nswer all the purposes of 
the pl'esent abstract registpr. The paid, service, and f~ee letters are thel1 made over .to the 
sirdars for delivery to the letter-carriers according to their beats; t~e formel' first makmg an 
abstract of the' letters and taking the signature of each letter-can'ler as an acknowledgment 
for the letters deliveJed to him, and the latter makin~ in their books, a detail.ed registry: of 
every letter. Both ofthese rE'gisters are, in my opinion, unnecessary, and their prep~ .. atlOn 
a waste of time; no postage is: dueton the letters, and they may be safely left u?regl~tered 
in the hands 'of the letter·carriers. The bearing letters are dehvered to the wnters 10 the 
bearing department. who, before transferring them to the peo."s, t!uter the~ i~l their books 
with the amount of postage due upon thetnj and the name of the letter-camer 10 whose beat 
they are to be delivered; but this is done in no consecutive ordel', so that the same letter
carrier's name may appear 20 times in half the number of pages. This miscellaneous register 
might be advantageously discontinued, and in '~ts "lace be 8u~stituted a book with a 
letter-carriel"s nalDe or number on the outer margm ot each leaf, toe paper below the name 
being cJ,lt off, :so as to show, the ~ames written on the subsequent leaves. This would give 
great facility for reference; and, if prepared with a: double column for debit and cI'edit, would 
be in itselfa record and account, easily kept and referred to, of the postage to be recovered 
from every .letter-carrier, whose signature would be ,taken to each day's entrY-i and would 
supersede the necessity for the detailed registers now kept by them; in which are entered the 
addre~s, dl'scription, and weight of every let~er, the amount of postllge due upon each, 
the place whence they were received, the date on which they were delivereu.. and from 
memory the ,names of the persons to whom they wel'e given. The prepal'ation of this last 
register takes more time than any other, seventy seconds being taken by the Jess intelli
gent men for the entry ofa single letter. It is made solely for the private satisfaction of,the 
letter-carriers, who may safely trust the public accounts of the office; according to which, 
and not according to their own registers, they are even now obliged to make good the 
postage debited against them. 

30. Registers of banghy mails received are kept, similar to the registers of letters, and' 
might with great convenience be abolished. The number of parcels despatched from evel'y 
office is entered in, the transit road index which accompanies the mail, and the entry specifies 
the address of each parcf'I, its weight and postagl'. Precisely the same information is com
municated to .every station to which a banghy parcel is despatchl'din an advice chelIaun~ 
which is sent on by letter dak; and these two documents are ill themsel ves sufficient registers, 
o( the banghy mails "eceive~, without any necessity for time being wasted in again recording 
pr~cisely the same, ~nlormation. r consulted the postmasters on this point, and althouah 
their opinions were divided, I did not find in those opposed to the abolition of rf'gisters a~y 
c~>nvincing r!lasons tor their 'retention; and the fact that they have already been dlscon
{lOued in the Bombat Presidency, without any inconvenience resulting, 'is a practical, 
argument against their necessity which is su~cient to decide the point. 

?1. Letters and newspapers ,brought to the General Post-office for despatch are first 
werg~ed, then charged WIth the due amount of postage, and stamped; if paid, the stamper, 
who IS. ~he shroff, recei~es the po~tage, and the letter is d~opped into a large box divided by 
~ p'arb~lon. one-half beI~g for paId,. and ~he other f,>r bearmg letters, with corresponding slits 
ID Its lid; ~he key of Ihls box remains Wll~ the o~ce manager. Stamped receipts are given 
to all apphcants and fo~ all letters, on which subject I shall not here enlarITe ItS it bas been 
a1ready dispol'~d of i?- the joint report of the Comm!ssi0!ler,:;. All letters, and ~ven all banghy 
parcels are weighed 10 common, scales, and much tIme IS thus sacrificed whenever the exact 
weight is not at once put into the scale •. Practice enables the sC,rvants to tell with tolerahle 
accuracy, under the present scale of weights, wh~ther a letter is sinO'le or double as the dif
ference be!ween a quarter t01ah and a tolall is considerable; but'" there are still so many 
letters which are near th~ v~rge, and .the babit of Ibe. natives is so constantly to 'make assu
rance doubly sure ~y tes~lDg eveu those le~ters on ~bICh no doubt can exist, Ihat practically 
almost every I.etter IS welglled; and the tIme lost In t~e mere mechanical adjuslDlent of the 
sca~es and weights,. suggeste~ to me to reco~mend ~he lIltr~duction of those simple machines, 
whlc~ show on a ~Ial the weight of. any~hmg P.ut mto the~r .scale. The necessity for some 
contrIvance of lhl~ sor~ to save tune IS pal'tlcu~arly strlklOg in the hanghy department, 
where the exact weight III tolahs of every parcel IS ascertained written on the parcel itself. 
and e~ter~d in the a~,:oun~; a~d as th.e .wei~ht may vary from 'one to 600 tolahs, the tim~ 
?ccupled m as~el·tamlOg It With pre~IslOn IS proporti?natel,V. great. Major Smith has 
lDforme~ me tha,t there would be no dIfficulty wllatever 10 mak10g up at the Mint machines 
ofth~ kmd.requlred, and that Ihe C?st would be very ~mall. The~e probably is not a single 
shop In ~h~ch ~oods ~re sold by weIght where these Simple ~nchmes hav!lllot been long in 
use, and It IS dIfficult 10 understand why they bave never hitherto been IDtroduced into the 
General Post-office. 

32. The 
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32. The box into which all letters have been indiscriminately dropped, is opened at App. ·(C.), No.2-
3 o'clock P. M., that letters intended for Madras local deliverylmay be taken out, and sent by L fi 1 I 
the letter-carriers with the afternoon delivery of the Mofussil mails. A memorandum is d:l~:::Y or oca 
made of the number and postage of the letters taken~ and the box is again locked. About .' 
I) o'clock the remaining letters are taken out, and !!iven over to the sorter!;, who on a table SortlDg. 
sort them IlccOl'ding to their destination, into nine· heaps, one for each of the principal lines 
of the dak, and one for Calculta. The time occupied in the first sorting might be entirely 

'saved by the simple contrivance of dividing the box into which all the letters are put when 
first posted into 10 compartments, each having a corresponding slit in the lid: one for 
Calcutta, one for Madras local delivery, and one for each of the prin~ipal dak lines. Letters Refonn ofprest'llt 
being then at once put into the compartment assigned to the route on which Ihey were to system suggested. 
travel, would be found ready sorted when the box was opened, and the present process would 
be no longer necessary. The letters having been classed acc~rding to their intended routes, Checking. 
are made over to the checkers, who in their registers note down the number for each route, 
and the amount of postage, paid or, bearing, according to their weight and destinatioll. 
When thus checked the letters are again given over to the sorters, by whom they are trans- Despatching. 
ferred to the despatch aepartment, when they are a sectmd time checked by the assistant 
despatcher, and then sorted on an open table, according to the stations to which they are to 
be forwarded. As there are eight principal routes, and only six despatchers, and six assist-
ant despatcheril, the letters for the llombay and Sattarah Jines are sorted by one despatcher, 
and those for Calcutta and Chitterpore routes by another, while the Agra, Tanjore, Quilon, 
Cannan ore, and Calicut lines have each a separate despatcher. The letters having been 
thus sorted according 10 the stations to which they are to be forwarded, are entered in an 
abstract Tl'glster by the despatcher, as told off to him by his assistant, and from these regis-
t~rs are afterwards made ~he entries in the original and dup1licate chellauns. 'fhe despatcher Money dleck. 
and checker then compare their respective registers, and ascertain if the entries in eachJ of 
the number of lettel's and amount of postage. correspond; the shroff compares his money 
receipts with these double registers. A report is' made to the manager of the amount col-
lected, which is at once trahsterred to the cash chest. The only change I would suggest in Refonn in final 
this branch of the business, besides the abolition of the duplicate cheUaun, which has been sorting. 
recommended in our ~eneral report, is an imitation of the system followed in the General 
Post·office at BomLay, whele, in!\tead of one table for all, each despatcher is furnished with 
a !.'epal'ate table, and a pigeon-holed frame, one hole being appropriated to each post-office 
on the Ime; into which letters having once been sorted cannot again, become mixed together, 
and are registered and packed with order, regularity, and speed. 

33. In the banghy department registers are kept and checks are taken; the former are Bangby despatch. 
kept by the despatcher, and the latter taken by checkers. On each parcel being brought 
to the office, it is weighed and charged by the banghy receiver, its weight and postage are 
marked upon it, and the particulars entered in his legister; the receipt of parcels ceases at 
4 o'clock P.III., when all that have been posted are made over to the despatcher, who re-weighs 
such of them as he has any doubt about in the same scales as wel'e used by the receiver, 
and then takes them to another pair of scales, and aga~n ascertains their weight prIor to 
their being finally despatched. ThE: time wasted in Ihis threefold process, carried on as 
I have above described with ordinary scales and weights, is very considerable, insomuch 
that on one evening when I attended the office throughout the whole duty, although vnly 
39 parcels were posted for despatch. three hours were consumed in weighing, registering, 
and packing them; and the mail. which was closed at 4 o'c1ock~ was not despatched 
till 7. 

STEAM. 

34. As from the moment when the signal guns announce the approach of the steamer, 
the whole community is'in anxious expectation of their letters, and despatch is con!.'equently 
of more than ordinary importance, 1 shall under this Ilead describe with some minuteness 
the process followed on the arrival of the Overland mail, and give Ihe time which each part 
of the process· occupies, sug!?esting, as before, certain reforms of which it appears to me to 
be susceptible. In July last the steamer arrived in the roads before daylight, the mail-boat 
left the vesselllt' 6 o'clock, and the mail reached the General Post-office in bullock carts, 
drawn bv three men each, at a quarter past ':'. In September the signal guns fired at a 
qual.ter before 6 A. M., the vessel anchored at a quarter past 6, the first. boat fl'Om the shol"l~ 
was alongside as she anchored, and the mail-boat in five minutes afterwards; the mail 
left the vesselllt half-past 6, and leached the General Post-office in bullock carts, drawn 
by men, at 20 minutes past 7. In October passengers from. the steamer had landed, and 
"erp. at the General Post-office inquhing for letters before the mails had arrived. . , 

35. n'here can exist no good reason why the mail-boat should not be alongside as I:'oon as 
any other boat; her 110t always being so arises probably from the absence of any stipulation 
to this effect in the contract between this office and Captain Gubb, and of any penalty for 
faaure on hiS part. This has been already noticed when considering the complaints made 
by the merchants of the delay in the receipt of their ship-letters. A pllnal clause in the 
contract would probably ensure, in future, that no boat should outstrip the mail-boat; and it 
should be a general rule, that she should pull for whatever part of the shore she ('an the 

soonest 

* Calcutta, Chitterpore, Agra, Bombay, Satt!1rab, Cannanore, Calicut, Tanjorp, and Quilon. 

Steam letters. 

Time occllpie'd in 
landing the lDl1ile.. 
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App. (C.), NQ. ,Z. soonest reach· for, with the strollg'currl"nts to which the Madras roads are always 8ubject~ 
time is often l~st by ~oats h~ving to make for any t>articul~r point of the land. W~~rever 
the mail islanded.allghtfour-wheeledcartdrawnbyapaIrofhorsesshouldbewaltmg.to 
transport it in th~ shorte~t space .of time. to the Genera~ Post-?ffice;- a. man on. the box, dIS
tinct from, the driver, bemg provIded WIth a bugle WIth whl.ch to glve.warnmg along the 
road, and particularly at the entrance of the Fort, that noth'I?g may obstruct tile passage. 

Carts for the con
veyance of the mail 
to the General Post
office. 

It is humHiating to see the Overland mail reach the office as )t does at present. All the. 
machinery that science and a.rt combined can supply has been at work, from the Post-office 
in London to the Madras roadstead, to hasten the intercommunication between England and 
India' the comfort of nearlr 200 passengers has been sacrificed to the speed of the mail; 
and e~pense has been utterly disregarded. All this energy, all science and aU art, cease at 
Once when the anchor is dropped at Madras;' important despatches to a great and powerfuL 
Government, thousands of private letters of deep and absorbing interest to the whole com .. 
munity, accounts of mercantile transactions on which whole fortunes may depend; the public 

'prints with the news 6f the whole of Europe, all sink at once into nothing; and fOI' the nrst 
time, in the transit of 4,000 miles, the mail halts in its progress, and every interest and every 
consideration give way to a small economy. In Bombay the mail is landed almost at the 
door of the Post~officc, and horse conveyance 'Would but impede its progress; in Calcutta 
two large covered vaus wait at the river ghaut to convey the' boxes with speed to the office; 
and probably in no .civilized nation in the whole world could now be seen so remarkable a. 
sight as Madras exhibits, when her portion of the Overland mail from England is slowly and 
llesitatingly drawn on a bullock-cart by three miserable coolies, attended by a single post~ 
office peon, who with voice, gesture, and uplifted arm, vainly endeavourR to urge the men 
beyond their matched strength. I shall not waste the time of the Government by enforcing 
so necessary a. ref.Orl1'\; b~t. taking it for granted that a proper conveyance will be provided 
fOf' the mail, only further J'emark that I would not recommend the adoption of the kind of 
van now used i~ Calcutta; it is very heavy and cumb~rsome, is needlessly covered in at the 
top and alll'ound, and must take long to pack and unpack, as all the boxes can be put ill 
and taken out at one end only. The tittest conveyance would be' a light four-wheeled cart, 
with rails instead of panels, the sides made high enough to retain the boxes, and of length 
and breadtft sufficient ~o allow of 16 mail boxes being placed in two rows on its floor. A 
double tier Gf boxes so placed would embrace the ordinary mail, and even a third tier placed 
fLbove them would not make the cart top-heavy. 

Weighing the boxe~ 36. The tirst thing that is done after the arrival of the mail at the General Post-office is 
in gross. to weigh each individual box in' bulk, and no box is opened until its gross weight has thus 

been ascertained and registered. On the tirst occasion of my witnessing the ceremony it 
occupied '15 minutes, 'and on the next 20' minutes. Some of the boxes are of iron, some of 
wood; some of them are large and some are small; some are full ofletters, others of n~ws
pap~rs ; and: some, not' hi-ing filled'with either, have waste papers put in them to prevent the 
friction of their, contents. The system originated with the present Postmaster-general, and 
all I ~ould not of.myself comprehend what useful end was served by thus obtaining the gross 
weight of boxes of different sizes and manufacture, and with very different contents, I asked 
Mr. Bro~1\ the object of the proceeding. He at once informed me that t.he object of weighing 

Reply to Q,uery 10. the boxes was" to- knoW' their weight ;'" and on my further asking what object he had in 
Reply to Q,ueryll. ascertaining that, he replied that" it was a custom of the office, and the object was to 

know if the .mai~ wasl increasing or decreasing from yeal: to year." I recommend that the 
system be immediately abolished. 

Extraction of letters 
for privileged par
ties. ' 

, 37. The boxes having at length been opened, the whole of the letters are given over to a 
number of clerks in order that they may select those addre&sed to particular individuals~ 

rivileged to ,receive their letters 'before the rest of the community, On the days on which 
attended the epening ofthe mails, the letters Qrthe following persons'were thus extracted 
om the general' ma.it; viz.' . 

SiJ:'lIel)ry Pottinger. Bart ... G. Co.B.. A. F. Bruce. Esq .. 
Sir George BerkeleYJ- Jt. o. B.. Lady StonhQuse. 
Captaill Sapte. Captain Deury. 
Mrs .. t. PYC1'oft. Mrs. Young. 
Lady: Burto~ . , Ma~or Forbes~ 
The. :aishop of Madras. MaJopgeneral Sewell. 
Major- Young. D. Eliott, Esq. 
Sir C. Rawlinson. •. Miss Burdin. 
J. Sim, Esq~ Lady Mo?t~Qmery. 
Lieutenant-colonel Brown. T. Pycroft, Esq. 
Captain Hay. J. F. Thomas. Esq. 
R.'Woosna~', Esq. . Sir 1'. V. Stonhouse, Bart. ' 
Sil" H. Montgoll).ery, Bart. 

, • ~, - , f' 

The letters ~u~ collected ,are placed on, a table by themselves~ and~ with the newspapers 
for the same prlVlleged parlles, are made mto separate packets, an account ill taken of tho 
postage due on those which. have come bearing, and they are then either sent out by· thq 
peolls.of the department, or more generally given to the hircarahs in waitina' to receive them; 
'~ packetfol'- any-other pers<m, altbo~ read,...for. deliYef'Y, 'beinoo. allo~' 10- leave- the 
office until all letters and papers for the' Goverqol' hay!! heen despa.t.clted.: . \.,', '.: , ' . 1 ' : 

t , ..1 ' '. ~, ". '. .' ~ ~.J. r '-..f ,.. ~ ..... .. .. 
38. Def~~EWce 
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38. Deference to high station has always been a powerful feelin~ 1n India. bu~ the list App. (C,)~ No, 2. 

above given is s() large, and contains the names of so many un-offiCIal perlions~ that it was 
difficult to understand on what principle it had beeQ prepared. I. therefore requesled the 
Postmaster.general to inform me by whose authoriry it was that the parties named in it 
were favoured above the rest of t~e comm~~i~y. "Mr, Brown replied that" it wa~ an old Reply to Q.uerY12. 
custom of the office, and a mere pIece' of cIvIlity. Mr. Underwood,.however~ dented tha~ ReplytoQ.uery165 
the practice obtained during hiiJ tenure of office, and it cert~inly is not a. practice, which i, . 
is .at all desirl1.ble to continue. All exclusive privileges connec1ed with the post have Ion" Abolition of exclu. 
since disappeared in England, and the present Commission has recommended that franking sive privilege l'ecoDJ,'1 
shall also cease in India. T/tere are (:ertainly many reasons for granting '0 high IItation m mended. 
thIs country more externlll.ceremony in the eyes of the public gtnerally, than would be con-
sistent with the more refilled tastes of European society; but these external ~arks of rank 
and station should be so selected, as to raise the privileged individuals, without at the" same 
time depressing the rest of the community; if additional facilities and advantages are to· be. 
given to rank, they should be such as can be given without any delri~·ent.to the CORVe-
nience of the rest of society. Now the whole remaining, portion of the community suffers 
delay in exact proportion to the increased celerity with which the process above detailed 
supplies the letters of all in the privileged list. The system has no existence. in the other 
Presidencies. it is founded on no rule but that ~f custom; it is opposed to the spirit of the. 
times; and ought, in my opjnion, to be at once abolis'hed. • 

39. This first or preliminary process having been gone through, the paid letters are stamplld Alphabetical sorting. 
and sorted alphabetically into two large boxes, partitioned ()ft' according to the letters of the 
alphabet; the boxes are .placed on the ground, on -each side of a narrow passage formed by 
the wall of the room and the large sorting tabl}! ; the c1erks employed ar~ constantly in each 
other's way; time is lost by each'man having to go from -end to end of the boxes, and by the 
letters often falling into p'artitiQns they were not intended for. The letters are then ex-
aminee!, 4 th at the Mofussil. letlers may be separated from those for local delivery; although 
the former are not required until the eVl'ning dak is despatched, and although it.is obvious 
that, if .the local letters are delivered, the Mofussilletters will remain without the necessity 
for their being first separately abstracted. Finally, the letters are again examined, that all 
packets for mercantile firms may be extracted; and the remaining letters ate tied up in 
bundles with their alphabetical letter on the 'lOp, and placed on a table Teady for delivery to 
a,pplicants. I have elsewhere stated the average number of letters which, under this process, 
each man sorts in a minute; the whole arrangement is clumsy and ill-digested., and under betler 
mallagement several parts .of the process .I11ight be oonveniently performed at once. With. Reform suggested. 
this view I would suggest the preparation of wooden frames divided jllto as many compart-
ments as there are letters in the alphabet, with an additional compartment for the letters of 
mercantile f\l'ms; and, if toe distinctioll be considered necessary, another for such individuals 
as may be entitled to a prior delivery; the frame should be open on each side, so that two 
clerks sitting opposite to each other, with the frame on the table between them., may quickly, 
anq without inlerruptio"", each sort a separate bundle of letters, throwing on one side all 
letters fPr the Mofussil. All the sorting clerks being thus simultaneously employed, the 
whole number of letters would be sorted in the time vrhich the sorting of only one bundle 
would require; and all the letters undel' ea.ch alphabetical letter being combined from the 
several frames, the proc~ss wowd be complete at onoe.. 

~O, The bearing letters are received in packets -separate from those which are prepaid, 'and Bearing letters. 
are accompanied by an invoice 01' bill of postage, due to the London General Post-office ; 
they are stamped and charged, and ,checke.d, with regard to their weight and postage, and 
oompared with the invoice received from England -; then the 'Madras letters tire separated 
from those for the interior, are alphabeticaIlY' sorted and 'regiStered. The head clerk 
of the bearing department takes charge of these tetters, giving his 'Il.cknowledgment by 
affixing his signature to the register, and they also are then tied ill bundles, 'and are placed 
ready for delivery. 

The windows of the General Post-office, which have been hitherto closed, are now thrown Window delivery. 
open to the public, and "'the delivery of letters commences. It is not easy to describe the 
scene of confusion which ~nslles, nor to understand how any business can be transacted in 
the midst of the noise which prevails, the whole arising from II. want of management, autho" 
rity, and order. Almost every individual in Madras, who expects to receive packets, has. 
sent his peon or servant with a writtea dema'Rd for his letters; some, as we have seen above, 
provided with several stich demands. h'ach man strives and 'Stru~gles to push his way to 
the windows, and the whole, whether near or far, never cease loudly calling ~ut their master's 
names. In the interior of the office, although the noise and confusion IB.re less, order and 
regularity are hardly more preserved, and despatch and celerity are matters little thought of. 
Four or five of the clerks take the-notes from the handsm some impatient peons, and leisarely 
look out for the letters demanded. mucll time being lost in searching even for the packet 
they require, as no system is followed of the packets under particular alphabetical letters 
being delivered at a particular. window, 01' by a particular clerk; 'So that the packet A. is at 
one time at one end of the table and at another time at the other end, and among the many 
packets'on the table the one required at the moment is often not readily found. The delay 
and uproar may be imagined. when I mention that on one occasion I timed a gentleman's. 
sel'Vant, and found that he had waited for his letters 35 minut.es, and had neVt'f cedsed 
duling the whole of that time loudly to proclaim .his master's name. The above account Window delivery of 
applies both to the paid and b~aring letters; but as the latter are less numerous, the con- bearing letters: 

17', ': . 'M H 2 fusion 
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fusion is also Jess; although, from the necessity' 6f accounts bei!lg kept and money: paid, the 
delay is somewhat; greater. I have already~aid that ~he, bearmg letter~ aft,er. b~:ngk°t:ted 
are registered, and Imide over to the clerks,in the bearn~g department~ w 0 give an,ac ,no'!"';'1 
ledgment of the amount of postage due. 1\.s. the bearmg clerks, B;rE1 \~US r~spqnsl~le (or a.). 
certain Sl1m of money, they again . register every Ip.tter before dehvery,;, ,and as, \f~I,le SOllll:; 
applicants' pay their postage at once, others reque~l. that t?~ peons may c~l1 a,t ~he,l~ hou:lesl 
for what is due, and have their, request~ ahhougn most lfr~gula~', co~npl,ed ~I~h" f1n~ther:l 
account is r~ndered 'necessan' that no loss may' be ~ustained by thiS system o~ ~re~lt;.. fwo, 
hours are, generally, occupied with the window df·hveyy,. and all ,letter~ not th.end~slrlbll,tedl 
are a third, time registered, sorted into the letter-~~rrler s bea~s, and given ~ver to ,them for> 
deliverv; and as they now become answerable for the postage on th~ bearu~g le~t~~s, t~ey f 
Ilave to make, a fourth registry of snch Je~ters before ,they leave the office. ,~he YOIse a!ld 
confusion which 1,las gone on above, is, if possible, redo~bled below, where nume~ous p~rtles. 
att~nq to receive !he ~etters, either for, themselyes or their employers, from the hal}<:lS of ~hel 
delIvery peon!!. 

- 42, Newspapers received by the steam~rs are first ~f alI s~rted, thos~ for t~e P~~~ide.ncy: 
beIDa separated fi'om those which are to. proceed by dak; the' former are the~ agau~ aIph~-. 
beti~ally sorted for delivery, and i~ would, seem an 'easy m~tter to £?mbme, tl~ese two 
proceedings and to let the alphabetical sortmg be made as the papers for local uehvery flre 
separaled f:om, the others. The new,spapers for th~ Mofussil 'ar~ then ,~e-dire<;te~,. and 
th1'O\\n into a heap; thirdly, they are char~ed'; and fourthly, sorted, acc<;>rdmg tO,the rout~ 
on. which-,it is intended to send them; the second process,.ofre-dlrectmg" and ~~I~e fourt1Jt 
pl'Ocess of sorting, tpight apparently be very conveniently,united, to th~ gl'eat. relief of, tge~ 
establishment and th~ saving of impol'tan~ ,time. - '" ' :, " I.' 

43, I have above, reco~mend~d a more combined a~d a quicker ~~t~od of sorting I the: 
letter!\ than at present prevails', and I shall now ~dd, the,f~w ~ugg«rstions which ha~~ ?c,f.u,rred 
to me for remedying the, !lefects of the- present system a~d ~ccelerating ~h: trll;nsact~on, of 
business. No ~>ne can attend the opening of the Ove1"land ~aJls at,Madras ~nthout o,bservmg 
how, essentially some direct.ing head is wanted, a,nd, ~he pres~n~e and .e:cerdse of s<;>l~e str<;>ng' 
authority is needed. The Postmaster-general certamly does not conSider that thiS IS a duty, 
which comes :Within his oyvn peculiar prpv(nce;,h~ ha,~'not apparentlypelegated his authority; 
to any of his subordinates; there,is no controlling PQwer to \Yhich all may Jook f9f g\1.idance; 
and ,noise, conf~s,ion and delay are the inevitab!~ l·esults. Qn the, first occa$i!ln pf my, 
attending the arnval.of themail.thePostmast.er-general was presen~ lD .the office about five 
minutes; .on thl;l secop.d. he was not pr~sent at,8;11 until, th~ !b~lsin~~s ~f the ; day 'YRs,'past, 
and the, letters were gone out for 'delivery; and; on the, .thlrd occaSIOn, hiS presence was; 
again limited to the few minutes necessary.to obtain ~ls own· slpr~ of the mail. Ip. addition' 
to m,ore direct and efficien~ superi~tendence, a bettel' regulate~ system ofwipdow, delivery 
SllOUld be adopted. Instead ofthe iett!!rs. ,when ,alphab~tically sorted, ~ing placed without, 
a,rrangernent on. a .table and delivered to ~pplica~t~, p.ow, at t\lis window, and ,now at that, it. 
would he a far bettel' plan ·to apportion the letters alphabeticaUy to particular ~indows of, 
the office; to nominate distinct cler~s to each ,windowG aod not to deliver Jetters 'to, 3.n

1i 
iadiyjdual whatever,.at any window but that to )vhich they had ~een: already apportioned; 
A ,separate-winlilow ,could. be allotted ,to merc\lntile firms, and the arrangement made should 
b~ n?tiqed 9Y the alphabetical)etters ~llotted to, each w.indo'f being" conspicuously painted. 
over,lt. A, wooden gallery Sh9Uld be ,erected on the north Side of tfie, office'. which would 
double the numbet',of windows at which letters could be ,distributed, and a second staircase. 
should be cQnstructed, so that those departing with their letters ~hould not, impede the Cl"Owq 
still, pressing t~ the office.' The .police ~ould be, in attendanc~ to maintain order, 'and ' ~t 
once to remove any. individual who attempted to, make, the gallery of the Post-office the 
bear-garden whi<;h it now too often is. ' " ' ' , 

, . 
New plan adopted ~4., On the, ~6t~ Decem~er 1850 the rostmaster-~enel"al publisbe1, in the.'~ dazett~:";~ 
)atl/ly. notIce to the public, requestmg all who Wished to recelVe their steamer, letters at ~he windows. 

of the General Post-office to send previous notice of tbeir wish and informina aU who did 
n~t ~o so, that their )ett~rs woul~ be sent out· for delivery' at th;ir ,residences by thl; letter
carr~ers ; the d~clared object of thiS arrangement being to hasten the depal'tuI'p. of the letter
camers on ~hell' beats! and to expedite the_ deliV'el'y of letter!;.! . The new arrangement. ha4, 
not' eome'lDto op'eratlOn when J.proceeded; to Oalcutta; but I understood that.the plan to 
be followed was, that as soo~ as' the mall boxes were opened; their contents were ~q: be 
m~de over to thtl,40 le~tt"r carnel'S, to b,e sOI·te~ accordmg to their. respective, beats; atteption 
bemg had to the pr~v,ously recorde<L lDstrucllons of those who IOtended ,to send, fvr their 

, " letters, the alphabetical sorting ofwhicb was to Jlroceed after the first sorting,by.the-letters 
~ts prob,able failure,: had been made. I am not aware how, this plan, has answered in' pl'll-ctice' bu. tb~re wa~ 
Ul practlCl'. ' 0' 'to ~ a' th t Itl h d' . h ' ' ., ro ~ le t, a, a I(.mg Ull et" Its operation't e lette!-carriers might leave: the ()flic~ 

earlier, the wmdow :deh~ery would ?e retarded;' and: that Its: only practical.resul4 would be, 
that I tho~e ,who are anxIOus for their lettersl sent. to the qlIice for-them. would)'eceive them 
later, whde to those who w~re care~ess upon the. subj~ct, th~) receipt" of[ letters; w~uld. ~e 
accelerated. As ~bout one half, also. of 1-he whole mall consIsts of letters for tile Mofussil 
,theseJ u'?;less,p~evlouslyc~efull>: ~o~ted, fro~ the. rest, would be c~rried all ~ver M~dra~; 
~f!.d \ not. ~orwar~ed..t0 then' d.estm~t~?n 'untl' retul'ned' to ·t4e· office' after som'e days' !delay , 
marKed as " Not found." - '.' ,. .' "J ,~ "'.' " 'f "' • i .' I ,! ,'I I, ,) • 
Ii. -, I I. I ,,',.f j ,).1- j \ J ¥ ~ 
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_ 4~. ~I hilVe above rec~mmended that a: con~~yal1c~ more' ,speedY,than HI bullo,c1: cart and 
coohes should be provIded for the transport ot' the qvertalld tlIillIs,from the l?each'to 'the', 
:Qeneral Post-office, and I would now beg leave to suggest that some similar'means' should 
be adopted, to expedite the delivery or Ifltters 'by the letter-carryin';' peons. The Genetal" 
~ost-office, d~livery embrac~~ ,Guindy; Sydap~tt, and aU ~he: A~ya~ pistri'c# on' ,00~e ,side~ , 
cJstant from the Fort from sllf to seven mlle~; all Chetpett, Kdpuk, and Perambore, 
distant from four to five miles m another direction; and the h.ouses' in and berc'md'Roya-' 
pOQram, from. three and four miles distant, in a third. direction. Separate letter-calTiers are 
-detailed for each of thes~ districts of the :Presidency, whose' dutif'!s do not t:ommenc~ until 
they have reached their respective beats, and who ,are consequently from an hour and' a half 
.to upwal'ds of two hours on the road before they can enter on'the duty 'of distributing 'their 
letters; and ~s the distance of their beats from the Genera1'. Post-office rendt'I's'it impossible 
for tbose wlJO have delivered the letters 'of the morning mail to return aUd' undertake the' 
.distribution of the afternoon delivery also, a double set of letter-carriers is entertained, one for 
,the morning and one for the afternoon delivery, for all the fol~owing beats;- Mount-r9ad,· 
first Adyar, second Adyar, Poonamallee-road, Royapet~~h'l'oad, Nungumbaukuni-r6ad" 
St. Thome-road, 'fJ'iplicane"Egmore-road, Vepery-road, Perambore-road, and RoyapQoram
,road., 

46. It is very probable' that under proper',managelllent and witli good arrangements half 
of the numbEr of peons appointed to each of the beats named above woulcl bel sufficient for' 
the duty, if they were driven to the scene of theil'labollr ill accelerators~ and meeting, at 
some' c,entral point at a: certain hour were again driven to the General Post-office to receive 
the letters of the afternoon mails. This is, however, a' part of the question which experience 
only can fully determine, and on which the Postmaster-general must be consulted;' but 
'Whether the whole reduction in the number of letteJ;-carrier,s PI'oposed, ~r whether any 
reduction at all can be made or not, I am still of opinion that accelerators should be intro
.duced, and the correspondence of the community no longer delayed, while a man proceeds' 
,on'fool, through the heat of the' day and through the lllany temptations to' delay which a , 
crowded bazar may hold forth, for distances varying £l'om three ~o sev!!n miles~ Three light, Three required: 
four-wheeled <;al'ts, constructed so as to hold five persons besides the drIver, wOllld 'be all 
that the service of the Presidency would require; since the Bla<;k Town', although populous, 
is near the Gerieral Post-office, and but little'time would be gil-ired by driving the letter-' 
carriers to its entrance, and Royapooram, although distant froni the Fort:, has the' sel'vices 
of but one man out of the whole number of 40 letter-earriers. Therefore the 13 men who 
deliver in the Fort and Black''fown, and the two who deliver morning and evening in 
Royapooram, may be It'ft out of consideration; and it is 'necessary to provide conveyance 
only for the ~2 men who deliver, 11 in the morning an'd 11 in the t!vening, ill 'the 
-distant' districts; and the three whose scene 'of labour, thdugh nearer than the above, 
is still far from: the General Post;:office. Of the' three!' carts which I have'above supposed Line of first accele
to be needed, one would therefore convey the letter-carriers for TI'iplicane, Royapettah, St'. rator. 
~home; and the Adyar delivery beyond 'the Elphinstone-bridge. ,/fhe 'cart proceedin~ up 
tIle Mount-rdad, and dropping the first man at the; Circular Tam'tah at the'entrance of Trip-
licane, then 'passing by Waller's stables and' dropping another mli,n in ,Royapettah, would 
proceed direct to the Elphinstolle-bridge with the'peon fOl'~be Adyar~ post the St. Thome .. 
tank, where the peon for that district would alight:, Allowing ample time for the delivery' 
of the letters and tbe tefreshment'of the peons and cattle, two o'clock might be' fixed on as 
tIle hour 'at which the letter-caniers 'should re-assemble' at 'the' receiving-hoa~es of St. 
Thome, Royapettah, and Triplicantl, whence they woultl be' driven to the' Generai Post-' 
office in time for the second delivery, on the dutieS' of which tHey would again be driven as 
'before; and the cart on ils second retul'll would can again at each 'receiving-house'at half-
past five o'clock, and, picking up the letter bags, would take' them rapidly to' the General' 
Post-office; thus affording the public the great advantage of an extra ,hour aud a half in 
-Which to po!'t their letters, and J'endering unnece!!sal'y one of the'peons entertained 'at the 
Vepery and Roy,apettah receivin,g-houses. ' ; , r 

47., 'I he 'second accelerator should proceed dit'ect up the, Mount-road, castlJll): off it.\! Line or second 
first letter"'carrier at Messrs. Frnnck or Messrs. Riehardson's shop, for the Chintadl'apetta, accelerator. 
delivel'y; its second for the Mount-road delivery, at the first house at which he had any: 
letters to deliver; its third, at the head oftbe road leading down to the Club;, its fourth'l 
at the Cathedral for the Nungumbaukum,district; and its last near the Cenotaph, f9r,theo 
second Adyar delivery, or the houRes ranging from the Sudder Court to Mowbray's Gardenand. 
its neighbourhood. Arrangements similar to those suggested ti)r the first line of l'oad might. 
be adopted for the reassemblage of the peons at a. 'fixed hour.,and th~ir conveyance in the! 
accelerator again to the General Post-office. The third cart would be convenit'ntly employed, Line of third accele-r 
in following a line which should fil'st convey to his beat the letteN;arriet.for Paneyamootoorr rator. " 'I 

the BazaJ' on the north side of the road leading from the Black. Town to the Scotch Church; • 
.second, the letter-carriers for Vepery and Perumbore;, and third .and fOQrth, tbose ,foli 
Eo-more and the Poonamallee <wad, arran2.ing as before for.their re-conveyance, to the Fort. 
and calling in the afternoon for the bags of the Vepery receiving-house. ,I , -
• l/ I' , I', I. I 

, 48. I have thougbt it necessary ,to enter thus fal: into detail in exemplification of tile system 
recommended. It is very'probable, however, that improvements on"the lines suggested may 
occur to the ,Post-office department, and that actual experience may iu ~ther ways tend to 
" 87;" .J"" ~ 1\1 3 modify 
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I must be -entrusted all aetalled arrangements, and.' 

modify the plan. To that dep~rtment a so and whether the scheme would be more lik. ely 
the determination of the questIOn dof eXJd~se, t by the department, or contracted. for w itll 
to ~n~wer the d~sir~d end if c~n u~te bl:r:hat the stable-keepers of Madras, who have at 
indmduals. It IS by no mfeahns Impltol~ba ty would be wiUino- all reasonilble terms to under.' 
all times a great number 0 or~e~ a I er • 0 

take the duty of horsino- and drivmg the acc elerators. • • 
'" , ' d ' robable' -but it is hopeless £01' any () ne to 

49, That some ,expense will be ,mcurrea :ot;riotl~ly ,;Iow office. to fulfil the reaso nable 
endeavour to accelera~~, t?e w()r~I~~ 0 the receipt of letters, to infllse into a departme 'nt '01 
expectations of the pu IC m er,"pe Idl[;,g years 'any.of the vio-our, despatch and anim ation 
the, Indian Gov:ernment, um-e, or~~e ::t ill E~ro e 'and to r:move from Madras the st igma 
wfhb~~n!o:ft:~n!ha~Ila.:th~~~~e~~~e ofi~provelllent,Pif the non.incurrit~g o~ .any e~peCnilel is to 
o a fu~damental rule of act.ion. Accelerators 'have been for som~ tIme In use 1~1 a cu \ta, 
bed h C ." L' r Beno-al wl'lI I bolieve recommend the. Increase of theIr number i an t e omnllSSloner JO 0 'v, 'Ill b d'ffi It t ' 
there the dista;nces are not nearly so great as, in 'Madl"3.~, a~d It wou e I cu, 0 aS~lgn 

'an 'Ilde uate reason for driving tile lette~-cJ.fflers twonules,lU Calcutta, and fol'cmg t?em to 
lk q '1' M"dr~s Tl'e post IS a department which, above all others, mu~t keep wa 'seven rol eS m. .. ..,. • 'II t dl . 

ace with the rowing l'equirements of society, and people WI 110t conten e y rem a 1n 
~ithout im rove~ents which have been elsewhere success~ully adopted, for, n~ bettt:'r reas on. 
than a con~deration of a few hundred rupees a y~a:, parhcular~y w~en a SImilar ou.tlay has 
been already cheerfully made, whe~e the need for It IS ~ess appalent , 

RECEIVING HOUSES. 

NtOOlER of LErTERS posted in 50. There are five receiving'houses '8.ttached to the General Post-oflic~, 
July 1850. situated at Triplicane, Royapettah, Vep~ry, Black Town, and St. Thom e', . 

~:::;;t~ . : ~:~;g 'The last having been established only Just before I wh~nht ~o ~alcutdta 11 
Black Town • 1,615 have had no means of ascertaining die extent to w lC It lS use uy 
Triplicane - 4,0:33 the public; but the utility of the others is attested by the fact, t~at fr om_ 

17,696 2,706 to 7,600 letters 'and papers are posted at each, of them In ,every 
Average • ,. 4,424 month. 

Establishment. 51. The es.tablishment at ·each .is as follows: 
1 Writer, at Rs.'20, 
1 Ditto at" 14, 
2 'Peons at" '7 at two receiving houses, one only at tbe others; 

.and the expenses are further ,raised by a mo~thly al1~wanr.e .of 11s. ,4 for co~tingen

.des and 6f Its. 7 for house rent. This establIshment IS larger than 1s entertained at 
Bb~bay buttb.& Quties performed aTe somewhat different in the two Presidencies; at 

, Bombay'the J'eceivina houses are I'lpen from 11 A.M. till " P.M., and the letters posted are sent 
to the GeneraIIPost-~ffice after the last·named hour, so that no letter posted for .local deli very
is actually delivered until the day following that on which it was posted, and ,one writer is 

Hours of opening. able to ,perform the 'Whole of the duty. At Madras the ,receiving house,S are ~pen at seven 
o'clock in the morning, and letters posted at anyone of them before eIght 0 dock are sent 
to the General Post-office, whence, iffor local delivery, ,they are sent,out with the letters by 
the morning ,mails, at the usual hour of nine o'clock; thus affording the public convenience 
of a quick delivery by local post, .and necessita.ting the employment of a second writer, -if • 
the receiviDg house be kept constantly ,open from '1 A.. M. ,till 4 P. M. But the, necessity for 
thi~ continuous receipt of letters is .not apparent; and although ,it would be -very inexpe dient 
to diminish public facilities, and to open the office ,at' an hour later than is usual- now, it 
,,:ould probably be inconvenient to no one if .th,e.receiving house t.emporarily closed at eight 
D clock, when its first despatch of ,letters was sent to the General Post -office f.or the 

To be kept open to morning delivery, and re-opened at lloonJor the continuollsxecepticm of letters till hal(.past_ 
a late hour. five o'clock. This would allow the writer ample time for his meals, and render possible the 

abolition of the second writer's office; affording a reduction of Rs. 14 at reach of the 
receiving houses. The early hour of four o'clock, at which receiving houses now close, is a 
sou~ce of 'much inconvenience; at the precise time at which in the natural course of 
busmes~ the greater part of the 'C'ommunity-would be writing letters connected with the 
transactions of the day, the post-office which has been establiahed in their neiO'hbourhQod 
eltpressly ~or their co~venience. closes.its doors, and they are obliged either'to "'delay their 
lettt:'fs untIl thefollowmg day,or to send them to the General Post·Qffice with the loss of all 
tbe advantages a branch office was intended to afford. If the bao-s wer~ 'picked 'up by the 
return acce~erators, as ~ have elsewhere proposed, no inconvenien~ whatever would !'esU It 
f~'om afFordmg, 'the publIc the great additional facility of keeping all1'eceiving houses .o?en 
tIll half·past "five 0 clock. Of t~e two peons kept at each of the offi~es situated at Roya
pettah, an~ Vepery, one ~uld st~n be necessary to convey the letters to the General P ost
office III ~Ime for t~e, mormng dehvery ; but if accelerators are henceforth introduced and are 
to. can at eacb J'eCeivlHg house for the bags in the afternoon, the service,; of the sec~nd pe 011 

wIll be no longer wanted, and his salary of Rs.7 per mensem also will be saved. 
Discontinuance of 
contingent allow
ance. 
Reduction of estab
lishment. 

52. I would further recommend the discontinuance of contingent allowance The letters 
are not sorted or made up ~nto packets requiring wax-cloth COvers and a e; on which to 
k~ep the postage accounts 1S aU ~bat is r~quired, and that 'Can be' most Pc!nveniently sup
}1lted from the General Post-office Itself. ThIS would make a. total reduction in the expenditure-

- o~ 
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~R tws account of Rs. 86· per mensem, and would enable the Government without compunc- , 
tion'. to afford similar accommodation to other populous localities now greatly in want. 
Takmg 4,400 letters as the average number posted at each branch office in a. month it 
appears that an average of upwards of 146 letters are daily thus posted at each. a~d 
allowing that lll:0re than one letter is .~metimes posu:d by a single individual, it is pr~bab)~ 
that the establIshment of each recelvmg house obViates the necessity for a walk to the 
Ge~eral Post-?ffice to at )e.a~~ 10~ persons daily. If it be.true. also, as is now very generally 
beheved, that Increased faCilities In themselves tend to Increase correspondence, it may be 
assumed that many of the letters posted at the receiving housei(! would 
n6t be written at all were the present facilities for posting them not in 
existence; and we may therefore fairly look to the postage collected at 
each as a reimbursement of the expenses of its management, and are 
not to imagine that the same amount would be received at the General 
Post-office if the receiving houses were not at work. The smallest sum 
collected at one offif!e in a 'month was RS.162, and the largest sum 

Royapettllh -
Vepery -
Black Town -
Triplicane 

App. (C.), No.2. 

Rs. a. p. 
- 199 7 6 
- 162 13 1 
- 43762 
- 137 5 6 

97615 3 
Rs.437. The total at the four branch offices was Rs, 976, giving an 
average of Rs. 244 for eaell, to meet an expenditure of only Rs. 59. • 

Average - : 8. 244 3 91 

53. I consulted the chief magistrate of Madra!l regarding the wants of the community in 
this respect, and as to the most eligible places, as regards the population of the several districts 
of the Presidency, far establishing additional receiving houses., Mr. Elliot suggested that 
a post-office at the junction of the. Nu~umbaukum-road~,near the CatbedraJ, would be a 
great convenience to the native inhabitants of the villages of Nnn~umbaukum; Tanampett, 
Vellala Tanampett and Alwarpett, as well as to the .Europeans residing in. N ungumbaukum, 
the Mount-road as far as the Cenotaph, aOld those living on Pows road le~ding to Sullivan's 
Gardens. He also sutrgested that it would be highly desirable to have a post-office in the 
northern part of Perambore, near Compton's Tannah, for the villages of Per am bore, Choolay, 
and Vyasapandy, which would at the same time be a particular boon to the regiment quartered 
at Perambore. Mr. Elliot further said, that a post-office was particularly required in the 

• north of Black Town, for the villages of Royapooram and·Vanarapett. to be placed in the 
most cenCrical point in the neighbourhood oithe Stone Choultry, as ft great convenience to 
many rich natives who have houses in VaI\arpett, and to a large and most respectable POPJI
lation of Europeans and East Indians, as welJ as natives employed "in business, who reaide 
at Uoyapooram. A fourth locality was 'named by the chief magistrate, near the Lunatic 
'Asylum, for th~ convenience of the inhabitants of Amjecanay, Kilpauk, and the southern 
parts of Persewakum, as well as for the Europeans residing on the Poonamallee road; but 
as the state of the popUlation in that direction does not make the question so important as in 
the former cases, I fo~bear to press the point at present. 

Additional receiving 
houses. 
Letter to Commis
sioner, dated 23d 
November 1850. 

R8. 
- 20 .. • 

54. The establishment of these additional 'receiving houses in the localities named abot'e, 1 Writer
with the establishment noted in the margin, would cost per mensem Rs. 102, to meet which 1 Peon -
is the sum of Rs. 86, which I have proposed above should be reduced in the expenses of House Rent - 7 
the branch- offices at present at work; to which must be ildded the reduction which may be T R 
practicable at St. Thome, the' receivin~ house in which district, owing to its recent estab- OTAL - 8. 34 
lishment, is not included in any of the returns furnished me from the General Post-office. 
Any trifling expense which the new offices might entail, in ex.cess of these reductions, must 
be considered as no more than is due frem the Government to meet the wants of an 
increasing population, and the gtowing advance of the people in education and mtercourse. 
:When the sites of these new branch offices are fixed, arrangemen.ts must be. made by the 
Post-office department, similar to- those already recommended in detail for the offices at 
present existing, fOI' tb~ conveyance of the letters every day to the General Post-office by 
accelerators. The introduction of an universal rate of postage, the pse {)f stampsJ and ~he 
abolition {)f mOlley-payments, will make it easy to open still wider the accommodation 
afforded by receiving houses i letter-boxes will be kept at the club, at the principal shop!', 
and at all places of public resort; the contents of which will daily, be called for by the 
accelerators on their return to the General Post-of;lice, under tbe system detailed in our 
general report on the post. 

(True. Copy.) H. Forbes, CommissioQer. 

EXTRACT from REl"ORT of MadTJ1S Postal Cornxnissionel' to the Government of 
Fpr' St. George, dated 23d April 1851. 

MOFUSSIL .M4NA.G~MENT. 

55. In the Mofussil of the Madras Presidency there are 130 pos.t-offices t.un~er the CDntrol 
of 30 postmasters. The resident at Travaneore is post~aster In the. Rajah s country, the 
collector and magistrates of South Arcot Canara, Chingleput, COimbatoor,. Cuddapah, 

, GanJam, 

* 4 Writers, at Rs.14 
2 Peons, at.. '1 - • - -
Contingent for 4 receiving houses, at Rs. 4 -

TOTAL - - - Ra. 

R •• 
66 
14 
16 

86 

t Exclusive of Palaveram and St •• ThGIDai MouDt, 8ubordinate to 'he General Post-Office. 

37. 111 M 4 
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Ganjam, Guntoor, Madura, Malabar, Masulipatam, Rajahmundry, Salem, Tanjore, Tinne
velly and Vizagapatam; the agent in Kuroool, and the joint niagistrat.e in Cocbin, hold the 
office 'ex officio in their respective districts, all do also the staff officers at Mominabad and 
Hingolee at those two' stations; while in North Arcot, Bellary, Trichinopolr and in the 
Mysore country, as well as at Cannanore, Jaulnah, Hydrabad,Ootacamund, Pondicherryp
and Secunderabad, salaried postmasters are employed. Of ~hese, the postmaster at Jaulnab 
is 'an officer oCthe line; at Hydrabad and 'l'richinopoly the postmasters are officers of inva
lids j and those at the remaining stations are all uncovenanted servants. The following is
an abstract of the whole M~fussil establishment :-

MOFI1SSIL ESTABLISHMENT. 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 
1 Postmaster - at ' 200 - - Permensem - 200 - -
8 ditto · - " 

100 - - " · · tlOO - -
1 ditto · - " 

50 - - " · · 50 - -- 1,050 - -
1 Writer - · " 60 - - " · - 60 - -
2 ditto · - II 50 - - " · · 100 - -
3 ditto, · - n. 40 - - " - .. 120 - -
9 ditto - - I' 85 - - " · · 815 - -

11 ditto · · " 30 - - " ," · 330 - -
1 ditto - - " 28 - - " - · 28 - -

23 ditto - · " 25 - - " - - G75 - -
1 ditto ~ - " 21 - - · · 21 .- -" 91 ditto .. - " 20 - - " 

.. · 1,820' - -
1 ditto · · ,. '17 ·8 - " · · 17 8 -28 ditto - · ,. 15 - - " · · 420 - -r ditto. '" - " 14 - - " · .. 14 - -
2 ditto - · " 12 - - " · - 24 - -

28 ditto · - ,. 10 - - " · ,. 280 - -
I ditto - - " 8 - -:' " - .. S - -. '4 ditto - · " . 7 - - " · · 28 - -
'I ditto - - 6 - - • · 6 - - . 

" " . - 4,166 8 -
2 Letter Peons - " 14 - - " · · 28 - -
9 ditto · - ,. 8 - - " 

.. .. 72 - -
29 ditto - · " 7 - - " - · 203 - -

1 'ditto '. · " 6 8 - " - .. 6 8 -
27 ditto - - " 6 - - ,; · · 162 - -

2 ditto - - ,. 5 8 - " - · 11 - -
21 ditto - - " (j "4 - " · - 110 4 -• 2 ditto - · 5 2 - - · 10 4, -" " 31 ditto - - " 5 ...! - ,. · - . 155 - -

3 ditto - - " 
4, 8 - " 

.. .. 13 8 -
4, ditto - · " 

4, - - " - - 16 - -
3 ditto .,. - " 3 a - " 

.. .. 10 8 -
798 - -

1 Office Peon 8 
-

" - - " - - 8 - -1 ditto - - " 6 - - " · · 6 - -2 ditto · - " 5 4 - " 
.. - 10 8 -

6 ditto .. .. 
" 5 - - . " - .. 30 - -

54 8 -
95 Overseers - " 12 - - " · - 1,140 - -

9 ditto - .. " 10 - - " 
.. · 90 - -- 1,230 - -

224 Ddk Runners 
, - " 7 - - " - · 1,568 - -

84 ditto .. - " 6 8 - " - - 546 - -
485 ditto - - " 6 - - " 

:. - 2,910 - -
67 ditto ,. - " 5 8 - " 

.. - 368 8 -
2 ditto .. - " 5 5 5i " · · 10 10 II 

,452 ditto - - " 5 - - " - · 7,260 - -10 ditto - - " 
4, 8 - " - · 4,) - -443 ditto .. - ,; 4 - - ,. · · 1,772 - -57 ditto .. - " 8 8 - I, - · 199 8 -

2 ditto .. - 3 - - - - 6 - -· ..... ', " 35 Banghy Runners" 7 - - " - - 245 - -
10 ditto - - " 6 8 - " - - 65 - -

145 d:lto .. - " 6 - - " 
.. - 870 - -

28 dittO' - · " 
() 12 - " - · 161 - -

22 ditto .. .. 
" 5 - - " - - 121 - -

129 ditto .. .. 
" 5 - - " - · 645 - -

3 ditto - .. 
" 

4, 8 - " - - 13 8 -
66 di.tto - - " 4 - - ., - - 264 - ---- 17,070 2 n" 

GllA.ND. TOTAI.. .. ,. .. R,. 24,369 2 11 
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59. It is part of (he plan praposed by my colleagues, that henceforth the Post-office in App (C.),No. Z. 
India shall be one great department, and directed by one indi
vidual; that no local Government shall have any communica
tion with It whatever, and that in the Government of India alone 
shall be vested its patronage and control. In support of this 
plan it is urged, that as there is but one legislative enactment, 
one code of l'ulE's, and one general lIystem, it is necessary that 
one individual should spe that uniformity of practice is pre
served. Secondly, that the want of olle competent controllinO' 
authority over the whole "has given rise to diversity of prac~ 
tice highly injurious to the public service;" and, thirdly, that as 
there is but one ~ostmaster-general for Great Britain and Ireland, 
so there' needs but one for the BritIsh Empire in India. That 
empire extends from Peshawur to Cape Comorin, from Kurrachee 
to Singapore, and its means of communication are very gene
rally men 0,11 foot. The Uirector-general, if appointed, will pro
bably reside at Simla, and will be expected to exercise a careful 
Ilupervision over the post throughout Bengal, Madras, Bombay, 
and the settlements across the bay. I 11m quite unable to see 
any analogy between this position and that of the Postmaster
general in London, the utmost limit of whose control may be 

OUTLINK of Plan proposed by the Commissioners of 
Bengal and BrnTilJay. 

THAT there should be a Director-general of the 
post for all India; that the Director-general, the 
Postmaster-genel'al, and the postmasters at all 
the Presidency towns, should be appointed by the 
Governor-general in Council; that the writer of 
each principal dA.k office should, with certain ex. 
ceptions, be a deputy postmaster, corresponding 
direct with the Postmaster-general, the Accountant. 
general, and other departments; that a line ofroad 
from liOO to 600 miles in length should be under 
an inspector or postmaster, whose duty it should be 
fre'luently to pass along it, inspecting the runners 
and the dak offices, and to send a weekly diary of 
his proceedings to the Postmaster-general; that, 
subject to the approval of the Director-general, all 
the patronage of the department should be in the 
hands of the Postmaster-general, who alone should 
have power to dismiss and appoint; and that a 
gradation of offices should be established over the 
whole Presidency. 

reached in a few hours by the I:ail, and whose orders may be conveyed in a few secondill by 
the telegraph, the furthest -point of whose administration is, ;n fact, less distant from his 
office than is the north of Canara from the south of its adjoining province of Malabar. This 
Director-general, though he may be selected from any Presidency, can belong to only one; 
and yet, in his hands, it is proposed to vest the power' of confirming or annuIlinO' the 
appointment of every dak writer, in every part of India, to make which power of any °value 
it must be presupposed that he is personally acquainted with the merits and demerits of all 
the candidates for office. India,it is true, IS one empire, but no single code of laws has yet 
been enacted for the.government of its diverse races. The judicial system differs in each 
P"esidency, the revenue administration varies, and even its financial accounts, in which, ifin 
anything, uniformity would be practicable, are kept on a totally different plan under all the 
different GQvernments. Diversity of practice in detail there probably has been, and in the 
peculiarities of the Government of India such diversity must ever be; but I certainly am not 
aware of any difference which "has been highly injurIOUs to the public service;" nor do I COll 
ceive that the Government ofIndia will ~e willing to purchase exemption from the few references 
occasio.nally made on postal questions, at It cost of Rs. 50,000 a year. It is my opinion that, in 
this straining after uniformity of practice, we shall lose not only the object we profess to have 
in view, but all effectual control also; that the utmost endeavours of the Director-general will 
fail to attain his. end; and that his entire i!!;norance of th~ requirement~ of at least two-thirds 
.of his charge, and the. immense distance from which he will exercise control, will make his 
interference an .unmixed eVIl wherever it shall be exercised. The office will cost the State 
annually half a lac of rupees, and will bl" eith,er mischievous or a sinecure. I am also, as a 
.general principle, opposed to the l'Iystem of centralization which the proposition involves. It 
has of late years been imperceptibly gaining ground, and the Government servants in the 
provinca; have acutely felt, by the diminution of their own au~hority, how, by slow degrees, 
all power is centering at the Presidency. This proposition is a great extensIon of the evil; 
and I am unable to see how, when all other departments have suffered from the minor evil, 
its exaggeration should be beneficial to the post.· It is not necessary for me to point out to 
the Government the mallY iuconveniences which would result from removing from its hands 
all the patronage of, and all the control over the post, a department which, in England, is 
~onsid('fed to be so intimately connected with the Government, that its chief is always changed 
with the Ministry; nor need I enlarge on the anomalous position in which many of its 
servants would be placed when owing, m matters of detail, a double allegiance to Simla and 
Madras. But as the proposition will go before the Government as made by the Commission 
of VI hich I am a member, I am bound in honesty to record my disapproval of its every 
part. 

60. The question next arises whether the eX.o.tJicio or the paid postmaster is the beUer 
agency; or rather, to state the question more fairly, whether the covenanted or the uncove
nanted officer best controls the dak. On this que~tion also I hold an opinion contrary to that 
entertained by the Commissioners for Bengal and Bombay; but while I freely grant that the 
syll'tem which they advocat.e may be the one best suited to the wants of the Presidencies 
.which they represent, I am so convinced that it is ill SUIted to Madras, that I cannot COUEent 
to recommend it. The sy~tem of the Goverument of these provinces places all power and 
authority in the hands of the collector and magistrate, and in proportion as he takes and 
she,\ s an intere~t in each particular department of his duty, will the efficient working of that 
dl"partment be lonl'picuous, and vice t·ersd. The duty of opening out new commuDications, 
and of repairing or making roads, has In some instances attracted the chief attention of a 
coll~ctor; anti the result has been to place the district he administered in advance of every 
of.ht'r. A similar impetus unce given by local authOrIty to brid!!:e-building by public 
l'Iubscription, led to the erection ofwOIks \\hich have ~carce a rival JI1 ::'outhern India. l.et It 
.once be known in a province that the collel'tur i~ wallllly interested in gleat works of 
jrri~atlOn, and stupendous dams are erected in half the time which the most sanguine engineer 
had ventured to predict as possible .. 80me devllte their peculiar attention to theIr revenue 
dutie>', and the klsts are punctually collected; sOllie to police, and gang robberies disappear; 

b7. N N . and 

Postmasters, whe· 
ther covenanted 
or uncovenanted. 

Salem, MnCI11B, 
Tinnevelly,Tanj:Jlc • 
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and occasionally some gifted man will app£'a\' w~ose min~ and ~n~rgie~ ean ~I'asp all points 
at once, and the province which enjoys the blessings of hIs adminIstratIOn will stand out as 
a model for imitation in every department of Government. 

61. The post is no exception to this general ':,iew: wherever it h~s been an ,object of the 
careful attention of the collector there the dak. has. travelled qUIcker than 10 any other 
direction; and where the rate of speed has been the sl,owest, there the dak has received but 
little notice from the controlling authority of the provlDce, 01' ~as been altogether removed 
from his handR, and placed under uncovenanted control., Self-lDte~est acts at all, e.vents as 
strongly in the minds of the native establishment of the collector as In all other p?Sltton~j and 
all other relations of life; the bent,of his mind is very narrowly watched by all hIS tehslldars 
and subordinates, and they build aU their hopes of advance~ent and ~uccess. upon the 
deg:ree in which they may be able to evince their own actiVity In forwardmg tl~elr master's 
views. No runner shall be absent,fl'Om his post, nOl ferry boat shaH want repalr, no nullah 
be without a temporary bridge, when, the delay of the da~ is certain t(} attract the a~t~ntion 
of the coIrector, and bring down upon the nearest autuorIty a, censure: for want of vlgllance 
to. ob¥iate such simple obstructions; an,d the dak runnera will. be als.:) themselve.s fully 
sensible that in his,locai establishment, his peons and:duffadars, his constant loco~otIon and 
personal intercourse with all ranks and all classe9, the collector has the readiest means 
at hand to ascertain the truth of aU excuses, to investigate the circumstances of all 
complamts, and discriminate between the active and the Idle; to reward the one, and 
sternly to punish the other. 

62. The. uncovenanted yostmaster, on the contrary, is utt;rly powerless and helpless 
beyond the limits ofllis own immediate station. Over the writers of his office he may exer· 
cise control'at will; and ifthe patronage be in his own hanps, enforce obedience to his wish; 
but once outside his office"his power and authority are gone; on the road, no one would 
recognise him; few probably would understand him. The tehsildars and the talook allltho· 
rities would ,certainly decline at his request to postpone their other duties, which they would, 
and with truih, assert to be,ofno less imporlance than the dak. To endeavour to find any 
one of them disengaged would be a very hopeless task, and he would be utterly unable t() 
enforce the presence of any parties he might wish to, interrogate, to ascertain the truth or 

, the various stories that would be told to him; could not procure a carpenter to put a single 
nail into a f.my boat, or prevail on the head mall of, any village to expedite the dak by 
giving aid to the crossing of a nullah. Whatever the uncovenanted postmaster required he 

'must apply to th£' collector to supply; and as in the collector's hands would certainly rest 
the whole,real authority, I am not aware of any good reason for giving the nO'llinal authority 
to another.. Authority, particularly in India, can exist only where thel"e is r~al power to. 
enforce it, With the uncovenanted officer there can be no. power ;, and, by, consequence, he 
can have no effective authoritv. . . 

63l In the Madras Presidency the system of uncovenanted' agency has not worked well. 
There has been a difficulty in obtaining men at all' qualified for the office; and, if a knowledge 
of the, vernacular tongue~be considered at all a necessary qualification, and that it is, there can 
be little doubt, I believe I am correct'in saying that, with the single- exception of Mr. 
De FJ"ies at Pondicherry, such proficienaY' is uttedy uRknOWll. The offices' in Mysore, at 
Secundrabad, .Bellary, ,and Cochin are held by. persons-who have riseR from the ranks in the 
army, the postmaster at Ootacamund was formerly a lawyeJ,'s clerk; those" at Arcot and 
Cannanore are the sons.o£officers, and in. no regular profession; at Hydrabad and Trich
inopoly. thl1 office is, held bY' officers, of invalids, and at Pondicherry by an Iudo-Briton. 

64. Throughout the Hydrabad country the post is mal1ageli by a paid postmaster, and in 
no part of the ,M adraSi Presidency does the dak tra.vel so slowly; occasionally the rate barely 
eX,ceeds 2! miles an hour, and the average throughout. the year is only just in exeess of 31 
miles an hOUl;. The fastest daks in the Presidency are in the. districts of Tanjore and 
Nellore, where they sometimes travel at a rate of speed within a. fraction of 5A miles an hour, 
and. throu,ghout the year maintain an average 'of upwat'ds of 5 miles; in both of these 
provinces the post is managed by the collector. The bano-hy in Tanjore and Chingleput 
av~rages more th,an 4 miles an hour; in Nellore and Madura ~nearly 3: miles, the post in all 
bemg under the collector; ill BeBary, Tl'ichinopoly, and Hydrabad it is under uncovenanted 
officers. ~nd .the rates are r£'spectively 3 m~les, 1 furlong, 9' poles; 3 miles, 1 furlong, [) poles; 
and 3 miles and 25 poles an hour. When the great frauds were discovered at Trlchinopoly, 
a>ud upwards of ,4,000 letters found secreted in the ottice~ it had been for some time!under the 
managf'ment 01 an uncovenanted officer. In Bellary the postmaster is an uncovenanted 
officer,. ~nd t~e fol1<?wing ex~ra~t from a letter to my address from Captain Ditmos, 
late CIVil. engmeer ,Ill the dlstnct, shows a neglect which certainly could not have 
occurred If the talook servants had had the collector's vigilant supervision to expect: 
"The delay. that occurred was in t~e Bellary district, between BelIal'y and KUl'DooJ, 
about 12 nliles from the former stall?n; on three severab sllccessive mornings I hap
pe~ed to be on the banks of. the nvel' Huggery, and there observed that the dak, 
WhICh leaves Bellaryevery evenmg at 9 p, M., dId not cross the liver till sunrise (often. 
times it is .hours after) t~le next morning." At HingoleE." the post is under a military officer, 
and he writes thus of hiS means of control = ,. I have known the mails to be detained for 
seve~al hours togeth~r, t~e ~erry~en ~eing ~,bsent at the time o~ its arrival at t~eir 'posts, 
seeking shelter from ram In their vll1age~. Not to mulbply Instances all tendlO'" to the 
same point, I would only f~rther quote from a letter written to Government by the c~lIector 
of I3ellary, when the effiCIency of the post bad declined, immediately 00 the appointment 

or 
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of an uncovenanted pObtmaster. Mr. ~ellor's remarks appear to me to carry conviction App. (C.), Jio. 2-
with them :-" I would beg to submit that it will always be difficult to carry it (the d3.k 
department) through, according to the present system. When formerly under "us, the whole 
control was with this office, whereas now the tehsildars are merely the channels of commu-
nication; the payment, dismissal of unfit persons, &'c., remaining with the postmaster. The 
.present system labollrs under the disa~vantages of two distinct authorities being engaged to 
carry out one scheme. The tappal wflters and the persons connected with the ilepartment 
have no longer any direct inter~st in the ~peedr perfor~ance of the work, as they can ~lways 
throw the blame upon the tehslldar; and notwlthstandmgaU"the trouble I have taken ill this 
department since it was handed OVel", I find that no good is likely to accrue. The tappal 
writers have nothing to do with the tehsildars' departmeht and will not obey them; all com-
munications must be made through the postmaster; and it'is hardly possible.to believe the 
necessity for the correspondence that takes place. All payments would be made .both more 
correctly and more expeditiously under my control; and 1 request that the whole control 
within my distlict may be given over to me, or that I may be Telieved from all connection 
with it." In these remarks Mr. Mellor has laid bare ,the very root of the .evil; there is no 
responsibility to a divided superintending authority. 

6a. That the system of uncovenanted postmasters has worked better in the North-western Why uncovenanted 
Provinces of Bengal and dn Bombay is very true, but the circumstances there are widely agencyanswersin 
different from ours. J'he mails are very generally carried under contract, and the contractor Bombay and North
becomes the most efficient superintendent that could" possibly 'be found; his profits depend western Provinces. 
upon the speed his horses or his runners can attain; he is constantly 011 the road to overlook 
them; and as allowances are made for loss of time from causes which the contractor hali\ it 
not in his power to avoid, he is ready to claim such allowance whenever practicable, and 
thus at once to bring before the proper authority the fact of the existence of impediments, 
and to urge their speedy removal. With mail carts and contractors for the dak the plan 
proposed by the Commissioners for Bengal and Bombay for the future Itlanagement of the 
post in the Mofussil of their respective Presidencies may very probably be the best that 
could be adofted; but, with every desire to see uniformity of practice, 1 cannot consent to 
sacrifice effiCIency for its attainment; and as I do not believe tJ:lat the plan is applicable to 
Madras, I cannot recommend its adoption. All "the arguments whIch occur to rue as 
opposed to the present system of uncovenanted postmasters apply with increased weight to 
the employment of a similar class of men, with more extended jurisdiction, a wider sphere, 
of action, hut with no increase of power, as is proposed for the inspectors or postmasters in 
Bengal and Bombay. I believe that the want of any power or authority has bep.o the main 
cause of the ill-success which has hitherto attended the use of uncovenanted agency in out 
Mofussil postal management; and if that be the case when the postmaster has had 
jurisdiction over the post in one province only, it would appear that afortiori it would be the 
case when his duties extended over a line of road from five to six hundred miles in length. 
The coliector and his subordinates are the only authorities who have real substantial 
power ill the provinces, and tbey are without any doubt the best supelvisors' of the post-
.office~. To have any personal superintelildence ovec the actual travelling of the rna/I is 
110t easy; and that that superintendence should be by an European is certainly out of the 
question. Overseers have been introduced, with what success, in Madras, I shan prp.sently 
proceed to show; but the ouly effectual check is derived from the time table, according 
.to which the pay of all the runnel's on th~ line tor which it is mad~ out should invariably 
be adjusted. 

66. It is part of -the plan proposed by myeolleagues that every dak writer sllould be Objections to mak
appointed a deputy postmaster, With authority to correspond direct with the Postmaster- ing d~k writers 
general, the accountant-general, and other departments, on the business of his office; but deputy postmasters. 
this is radically so inapplicable to Madras, that we want the class of natives capable of 
'Undertaking th,e duty; the writers could not correspond intelligibly in English, and a verna-
cular correspondence in four languages would render a large establishmellt necessal y to the 
Postmaster-O'eneral. I am also unable to coincide in the recommendation that the Mofussil and to making the 
post should be considered one gr~at department, with gradations of offices throughout the post one great de
whole Presidency, the entire patronage of which should be with the Postmaster-general. pariment. 
I object to tile proposal; first, because the diffel'ences in the languages ill use in the Madras 
Presidency would alone put an effectual bar to the practical workiug of the system. The 
TelooO'oo f:poken throughout the northern districts is as distinct in structure and character 
fi'om the Tamul of the South, as that differs from the Canarese of M ysore and the Ceded 
district~, and as all dIffer from tae Malayalum of the western coast, and although the 
higher class of servants are generally conversant with all these languages excepting 1\1 alaya-
lum, the class frum which dak writers are taken, .generally know none but that of their 
native province; and could not therefore be promoted from one district to another, however 
diligent ill their vocation. Secondl" I object to the plan, because it removes all ~owe~ over 
the post-otfice subordinates from the local postmaster, who has the best means of Judgmg of 
their qU:Jhfications, and places it in the hands of the Postmaster-general, who can of hilllself 
know httle about them. The result of the system would probably be: that the Postmllster-
general would on all occasions take the recommendations of the local officers, and in that 
case, the removal of the actual patronage from them would have no practical effect but to 
diminish their authority; or, he would nominate to vacancies friends ami dependents of his 
own, to the entire destruction of the object for which the change recommended is p~oposed. 
Authority, particularly in India, cannot exist without power; and I m"Och fear that It would 
be found that in removing all power of dismissal, appointment, and promotion from the local 
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App. (C.), No.2. postmaster, all authority ovel' his subordinates had been renwve.d also. What collector 
• would undertake to manage a province if the wholEi' Pl!tr0l!age of hl.s office wer~ assumed by 

the board of revenue 1 What magistrate could mamtal? order In a gaol, If the g~oler. 
duffadar and peons were nominated, promote~ a~d dlsmlss.ed ~~lely by the fouJdary 
adawlut ~ What officer could enforce discipline In hIs corps, I[ his men lo~ked beyond 
him for punishment and reward? The system woul~ b~ subverSive ,?f the efficle~c,v of any 
other department, and I am unable to perceive how It wd~ work wel.lm the post: 1 he Post
master-general should, however, have a veto on all appointments 10 the Presidl'nc~ Post
office above the value of Rs. 35 a month, the extent and value of the patronage maklDg the 
office a fit exception to the general rule. . 

P -' h uldb ad 67 I am on every account therefore so unwilling that the control of the Mofussil post 
o ... s 0 em e • . • h' h d h I Id over to the collec- should be removed from the collector wherever It IS now 10 IS an s, t at wou even 

tor's department in advise that all Mofussil posts, with one exception, should be made over to the .collcctor's 
all tJ;1e Government charge' and that in our own provinces uncovenanted agency should be abohshed. and 
PrOVUlces' d P d' I. Th . b . • retained only in Mvsore Travancore, the Deccan an ,on Ic .. erry. e exceptIOn a ove 
ExceptIon. referred to should be at' Ootacamund, the peculiar position of which, as a place of great 

resort from all the Presidencies, point it out as requiring the constant pre~e.nce of an 
European postmaster. But in using the term collector, I do not mean .the mdlvldual head 
of the district· but some officer who, With all the collector' & authOrity and means and 
appliances sho~ld have more than tke collector's leisure. It is perfectly well known that 
'the collecior of a province in Madras is overwhelmed. with work; that the s~t.tleme~t an~ 
collection of the revenue, the general control of the pohce, the supply of the CIVIl engmeer s 
demands, and the maintenance of an active and constantly increasing corl'espondence, are 
sufficient to occupy the whole time of an officer, whose supervision of his charge is not 
complete unless he also personally visits and inspects the progl'ess of every public work. 
The post is the departmen~ which presses least heavily upon his attention; the one for the 
good or evil working of which he is least likely to be held responsible. and the one also in 
which the least injury is likely to result from its management being placed in inexperienced 
hands; and hence has arisen the almost universal prl!-ctice of making the post-office depart
ment over to the junior assistant, and t~\lough it to introduce to public business the young men 
'fresh from college. This is a source of evil; and as the collector cannot personally undertake 
the details, it becomes necessary to adopt £,ome middle course, and to place the post under ex
perienced and efficient management, while at the same time it shall rematn in the department 

Head assistant to be of the collector. The h~ad assistant collectors appear to unite the requisite qualificatlOlIs, and 
Fostmaster. . to them I would propose to confide the management of tbe Mofussil post; no such grade of 

office exists in Bengal, and in Bombay; it is very differently constItuted, the head assistant 
in that Pl'esidency having always 11 distinct magisterial charge; and being the committing 
officer to the criminal courts, he IS of necessity obliged to reside in the division of the district 
over which his authority extends. In Madras the case is different; the native police officers 
all exercise committing powel'; and although the head assi~tant has cel·tain talooks com
mitted to his care, he is not obliged to reside within their limits, and can travel over the 
whole province in every dil'ection in which public duty may call him. Madras therefore 
has advantages not possessed by the other Presidencies for continuing the control of the 
post with the collector's depaltmellt, for removing its details ti'om his personal and indi
vidual supervision, and yet of phlcing its management in experienced and able hands. 

With authority to I recommend, therefore, that th~ head assistant eollector of every district be appointed post
correspond. .master of that distl ict, and that he should correspond direct with the Postmaster-general 

on all the business of the department. This latter point is necessary to give to the proposed 
postmaster a feeling of independence, and a sense of the personal responsihility of his office. 
It is a constant sense of high responsibility, and Ii'om its members having in eal'ly life been 
so much accustomed to self-reliance and dependence on their own resources, that has made 
the Indian service what it is; and nothing will tend more to rouse and keep alive a proper 
spirit in such a management of the post as is now recommended, than to place OIi each 
postmaster the individual responsibility of his office, and to let him feel that its <Tood or 
evil working will be surely placed tl) IllS individual account. The effectual controt of the 
Postmaster-general O\'er ex-officio postmasters has hitherto been wantincr because their 
·position in the service has made it difficult {?r the~r nominal superior t;' report of them 
unfavourably to Gcvernment, and because their duties as collectors and macristrates have 
been so much more important, that as long as they were efficiently and ably pe~formed, they 
had no ca~se whatever to fear that Government would resort to any harsh measures if their 
postal dutl~s were neglected. But u~der the proposed system this will no longer be the 
cas~; and If the ~overnment are satisfied fr,lm the Postmaster-general's reports that his 
duties are systematIcally neglected by any postmaster. there will no public incollvenience 
)'esult from the practical exhibition of a det:!I'mination that such necrlect shall not continue 
by the removal to another province of t~e officer who m~y thus be f~und in fault. ' 

lIfonthly publica--' 
tion of the rates of 
travelling. 

68. I. have elsewhe~e recom~ended ~bat herea~ter the. Postmaster-gen~ral should be a 
locom~tn'e officer. HIS periodical tour In the provmces will make him acquainted with his 
su~ordlllate postmasters;, and his per.son~l exaUlination of their departments will show hirp 
theIr .actual state, .and WIll ~~a~le 111m, In an annual report to the Government, to bring 
prommently to D?tlCe th~ a~ll~tles or defec!s, of each. With a view, also, of making every 
postmaster feel IllS, o~n Jn~lVIdual responslblhty, and of exciting a wholesome emulation • 
bet\~een ,nclghbourlRg pl:ov~nccs, I would recommend that a table of the traveliing of the 
l~tter ~Hul and bang.by, -Imlial' ,~o that which I have shown at paragraph 97. should be pub
lIshed In the ",OffiCIal Gdzette at the end uf every month. No man will like to see his own 

district 
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-district always at the bottom oftlie list, and a wholesome effect will be produced by attracting App. (C.), No.2. 
public attention to the speed the mails attain. But a-officio unpaid agency seldom \VOl ks with' 
viO"our; and as it is a. part of the plan proposed, that each should be held personally respon-
sible for the management ofllis office, it will be right that some extra remunelation should 
attend the additional work imposed; on which account it is proposed that extra tent allow- Remuneration to 
ance be granted to all head assistant col\f'ctors and postmasters for the whole year. Omitting postmasters. 
the Madras district, and including Kurnool, there are 20 collectorates in the Prei>idency, 
and the total amount of extra tent allowance which would be dl'awn by all the head assistant Letter to Commis
collectors for one year, at Rs.2. 10. per diem, would be Rs. ] 9,162. 8.; but as by an account sioner,23d De
supplied by the civil auditor it appear:;Othat in 1848-49 this class of officers actually drew cember 1850. 
Rs. 5,929. 14. on this account, that sum must be deducted from the 
former, to show the extra charge which the proposed plan would involve. 
There would thus remain Rs.IJ,232. 10., which I should propose to meet 
by the abolition of the present paid postmasterships at BeIlary, Arcot, 
Cannanore, and Trichinopoly, yielding a saving of Rs.4,800 per annum,. 
and leaving Rs. 8,432. 14.; the means of providing which will be found 
in the pay of the overseers, the abolition of whose office I have elsewhere 
.recommeuded. 

Bellary 
Arcot .. 
Cannanore 
Trichinopoly 

(True extlact.) (signed1 H. Forbes, Commissioner. 

EXTRACT from REPORT of Madras Postal Commissioner to the Government of 
Forl St. George, dated 23 April 1851. 

RATE of TRAVELLING and MODE of CONVEYANCE. 

70. IT has already beeu said ill the general report, that in this Presidency the mail is 
~arried enti.reIy'by foot-runners. and t~lat nO' contr~cts exist. Why the system has not been 
mtroduced mto Madras I am unable to say; but It embraces so many obvious advantaD'es, 
and has been sO' successfully adopted in Bombay, that it is very desirable that the attt>ntron 
·of the department should be directed to the means of obtaining contracts in the pro~inces 
of this Presidency. In Bombay, the average speed maintained by foot-runners in the 
-Government service thrQughout the year il; 4 miles, 1 furlong, 27 poles per hour, and under 
the contractors it is 5 miles, 6 furlongs, 30 poles, allowance being made for stoppages in 
both the calculations. 

Pay per 
Mensem. 

RI. 
100 
100 
100 
100 

71. Attempts have already been made to introduce horse dftks in Madras, and pl'oposi- Proposition for 
tions have very lately been before the Government from various parties willing to horse the horse and CR1-t dab.
mail. The attempt made in 1838 to send the dllk on horses between Madras and Ban-
.galore ended in absolute failure, but the plans of the contractors were ill-conceived and badly 
executed, and the failure of that scheme is no argument whatever in cQnsidering the general 
,question. The prQPosals made to' Government in the course of the last year were reasonal)le 
in their terms, prudent in their conception, and submitted by persolls peculiarly qualified 
successfully to ('arry them Qut Messrs. I)outre & Co. had llad for some time establish-
ments along the Western road, for the conveyance of passengers and parcels to and from 
Bangalore; they tendered for the conveyance of the mail with the avowed intf;ntioll Qf 

,continuing the tender as far as Hurryhur, as the progress of time afforded them experience, 
and enabled them to enlarge their elltablishments. In or(lel' to satisfy the Government of 
the practicability Qf their prQPosal, and /:>y actual perfol'mance to convince all p~rtjes that 
they were in a position to convey the mail with regularity and punctuality, and in a shortel' 
time than it is now canied by fOQt-runners, they made a tender in the month of May for 
its conveyance frQm Madras to Arcot, for the same sum only as it alreadY cost the Govern-
ment to' seud it by the runners. This they intended as arl experimental measure, and feeling 
·confident of success themselves, ~hey wished by a practical measure to impart the same 
confidence to others, and trusted to receiving a fairly remunerative contract for the whole 

-distance, when they had shown themselves able to perform their part Qf the engagement. 
They had horses at every stage, and kept them for some weeks in the hope that their offer, 
which could not be a source of any loss to Government, WQuid be accepted, and that they 
"Would be allQwed to give the best proof of the feasibility of their plan by engaging in its 
actual work. No acceptance or refusal having been given to tilem fol' s('me time, they could 
no longer afford to keep their establi'lhments idle, in an ullcertainty of what would be the 
result of their offer; and they at last determined to continue their transit passengel' through 
the Mysore country to the foot o( the Neilg)J.erry hills, removed their horses accordingly, 

. and withdrew their proposal for the mail. 
72. Mr. Bagger, an experienced v.eterinary surgeQn on the establishment, and who had 

served fol' many years in the Deccan, and had made himself thoroughly acquainted with the 
system of horse dflk between Nag-pore and Bombay, who had offers of assi,tance and 

'co-operatiQn from parties well qualified to join \\ Ith and aid his plans, whose career in the 
cavalry had made him acquainted with fllany pensioned troopers who would have beeu of 
great service to' him in his views, and whose professional experience gave him additional 

• advantages where so many horses were to be kept, made a tender to Government to cQnvey 
the mails, either on a cart or on horseback. from Madras to Bangalore, and eventually to 
Hurryhur. I had \'ery frequent interviews with this of/h'er on the subject of his proposal; 
fully discussed with him its merits. and the relative advantages of the horse or cart dllk. 
He was very sanguine of the success of the pl:m, had the fullest information on all POlilts 
87.' N N 3 connected 
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'd ' was prepared to-retire from the service on 
App, (C,), No, 2. -connected with it from other, Presl, "nCles, ''It had any objection to the duty being under-

becoming the ~ail contractor',lfthe ~ober:ollldoing to give the best possible proof of the 
t~ken ,by one!n Its own ~er~lce, a,f.his ~fficer's lendt:r had been before Government some 
sIncerity of his .own convlc~oll:d 'n June. Week after week, and month after month, 
time when I arrived at the resl ency I I ",as in rospect and after more than half 
he inquired in pel's<,>n and b.y lette~ lr allY rehi~t even tf the p~obable acceptance <>f bis 
a year had passe~ wlthou~ hl~ obta::m~I~~~tion and proceeded to th.e Australian Colonies. 
offer, he turned his attentIOn ~n ano er ,~ re 1, was received to the reference which 
After he had quitted

h 
th(tresldener' a; i!ii:~t~~~ t6: ~ubject, but it was too late, as far liS 

had ,bet:n. made to t e overIi
en e~ was in uestion; and whether any pel'son has come 

the mdlvldual tende~ of Mr. agg Id _ qn h filled I have bad no opportunity of 

Extent of m.k 
·Jines. 

. . 
forward to occupy the place he wou .. 0 we ave • 
learning. 

73. There are 8,840 miles travelled by the dak in the Madras Pre~idency, along the whole of 
which the mail is carried by foot-runners, at all average eost per mde of Rs. 21 t per annum, 

d 't b i teresting to inquire a little illlto the state of the roads, the n~ture of the 
~~unltr ma!nd e t~e I'llte of speed at present lnaint~ined. On the first two pomts I. b~~e 
receiv!d from the civil engineers maps and parbcul~r accounts of ~earIy every dlstrlet, 
and a statement of the last can. be prepared from the tJme tables kept m the General ~ost. 
office. 

74. The Calcutta mail passe~ through the dis~rict of Chingleput" NeUore, Guntoor, Masu-
Calcutta MaiJ. Ii atam, Rajahunnelly. Vizal!:apatam and GanJam. The total dl~tance to the boundary 
Chingleput. siation of Chitterpore is 655 'miles, and the average r~te of trav.eIl'!1g throughout the year 
Civil Engineer, is 4 miles, 1 furlong;, 15 poles per hour. In the Chmgleput dIstriCt. the average rate of 
4th Division, to s 'eed is 4 miles, 5 furlongs, 14 poles. The northel'n foad IS only now und~r .constructlOn, 
Commissioner, if but partially bl'ida-ed, and not at all adapted for any other than the eXlstmg means of 
da.ted 17th July conveying letters. l'he NeUore district is entered at ~ooloorpett, whe~ce to Nellore, a 
18'>0. . distance of about 35 miles the road may be almost said .to be well made, metalled aud 
N~l~ore. , bridged. for where it is not ~ made road, the natural,soil is good. !here are, however,. two 
Cml.E,n?,lDeer, rivers which are exceptions, the Sooranamooky, about 700 :r~rd~ w~de,. a.nd a~other, neIther 
2d DmslOn, dated of which are bridged. The average rate of travelling in thIS district IS 11 miles, 1 furlon~, 
~!~~ September 9 poles pel' hour. From Nellore, proceeding northward to Ulloor, the road has b~en. maOe 

o • and bridged, but nothing has been done to the w?rk, for the last ten ye~l.rs, ll:nd It IS now 
vel'y much out of repair. Thence, to Rall;tapatam IS a heavy ,sandy soil. In which, aI~hough 
a <Tood road could not be made without JIfficulty, very great Improvements ar~ practtcable; 
nothing has ever been attempted, and on the, lin7 is, a salt-water cree~, w~ich is never fordable. 
From Ramapatam to the bounda'ry of the dlStJ'lCt IS heavy black sod, wIth numerous strea~s 
crossino' the line only two of which are brida-ed. About Rs. 12,000 were expended on tins 
line du~illg the Amine of 1833; but .what ;as done was ~ever properly finished, a.nd .now 
fcarcely a vestige of the work remams. The northern dak enters the Guntool' district a 

Letrer to Commis
sioner from Assist. 
ant Civil Engineer, 
fst Division, 
3d August 1850. 

Ma.sulipatam. 

Rpjahlllundry. 
Civil Engmeer, 
1st Division, to 
Commissioner, 
3d September 1850. 

Viz~gaplltulll. 

Ganjum, 

General state of 
the Calcutta Dak 
line. 

little south of JukoIloo, and leaves it on the bank of the Kistna at Seetanagarum, the total 
distance it travels in Guntoor beina- 62 miles. This road was made and metalled in 1838 
or 1839, since when it has been t~tally neglected, and in wet weather it is now in sot,ne 
places quite im~assable for carts, and almost so for loaded cattle, The average pace malO
tained by the dak in Guntoor is 4 miles, 1 furlong, 17 poles_au hour. 

75. The Masulipatam district is enterpd when the dak has crossed the Kistna, and 11 

military road made by the Pioneer eorps runs for a very few miles <>ut of Bezwadah. When 
this ceases, a country with a soil of sand and gravel is passed, and no great difficulty is 
experienced until within t.en miles of Ellore,.up to which town, and for sOgle miles beyond 
it, the country is sheer mud, of a peculiarly adhesive quality, not the smallest vestige of a 
road is to be seen. The whole plain is cut up by holes and channels, and an hour's rain is 
sufficient to render it all but impassable i a vel y heavy sandy country' follows. not much less 
difficult to traverse in dry weather than is the muddy tract in the rains. The pace of the 
dak in MasuIJpatam i's 4 miles, 0 furlongs. 32 poles. The Rajahmundl'Y district adjoins, 
anq. the heavy sand over which the dak tJ'avelled on leaving Masulipatam continues to within 
~bou~ h:elve miles of the Godavery, when the alluvial soil is entered on, and after any rain 
IS qUite Impassable to carts, and allllost so to cattl*! and foot passengers. A serious obstruc
tion ~~ offered by the Weyairl:(), a lar)!e ullbridged channel, filled by the Godavery floods, and 
by h.'ll fltJ'eams. After crossmg the Gooavel'Y, from Rajahmundry to the boundary of the 
I?I'ovmce at :rooJaee. the, dak road runs along a high gravelly tl'act. and is interrnpted only 
101' a few miles about mIdway, ~bere some deep black soil mtervenes. The dak m Rajah
~un?ry averages 4 miles, 0 furlong!', 18 poles pel' hour. For the Vizaa-apatam and Ganjam 
dlstl'lcts.l hav~ skeleton road m~ps, but no descriptive details; the soil in both appears to 
v.ary, bemg chiefly blacksa~d.wlth here·and there a patch of gravel. Numerousunbridged 
rlver~, cI'eeks and chaIl:neis Illtersect the road. th~ whole way from Paika1'o~pett on thp. south 
of Vlzagapa~am ~o Cllltterpore, the last statIon ID ~he Madras Presidency, and the had state 
?f the roa? IS eVidenced by the slow rate of travellmg, the average of which in Vizagapatam 
IS but 3 mIles, 4 furlongs, 37 poles an hour, and in Ganjam 4 miles, 0 furlongs, 25 poles,. 

76: On .the g:reat Northern road, thereforf', connecting Madras with Calcutta, under the 
eXlstmg state ot, the r?ad, any ch'lnge from oot-runners, the feeblest of all powers, is quite 
out of the question. ~here. ar~ he,re and thele a few miles of road, but so lonlr and sO 
tot~lIy neS'lected, that It ~alDtalDS Its ch:,-racter of having once been a road, solely by com-
panson with the utterly wIld and unredalmed waste at each end of it. .In the dry weather 

draft 



POSTAL CO~IMUNICATION, &c. IN INDIA. 

draft cattle can scarcely struggle through the heavy sands of some parts, and in wet weather 
they positively cannot move in the muddy sloughs of other parts-un bridged rivers, nulIahs 
and channels without boats or rafts-no line of trees, or anything whatever to mark out 
the road, which is often plooghed and sown and grossly encroached upon, by the hedae on 
either side. It is hopeless to entertain a thought of nny other conveyance for the dak: and 
we are left to wonder that even foot-runners are able to maintain an average !;peed of 4! miles 
an hour, about the ordinary walking rate in England. 

77. The 2d 01' Agra Mail passes through Chingleput, NeIlor!', Guntoor and Hyderabad, 
and maintains an average speed of 4 miles, 3 furlongs, 35 poles an hour. This dalt pro
ceeds on the sanle line as the Calcutta mail, as far as Ongole in the north of the Nellore 
district, and, branching off at that station, proceeds along a separate road throu~h the GUIl
to or province, crossing the Kistnah at Pondigul. This line of road offers as m:ny obstruc
tions to wheel carriages as the road noticed above, and although the black soil is said to be 
not so adhesive a,nd· heavy, thE:re are parts of the line so rocky as to require a great deal of 

'labour before it can be put into any state which will qualify it to be called a road. I have 
a road lDap of the Hydel'abad country, similar to those of the Government Provinees, but 
into its details it is unnecessary to enter; the dak travels more slowly In Hyderabad than 
anywhere else, and avel'ages only 3 miles, 4 furlongs, 15 poles an hour. 

78. The average speed on the line to Bombay is 4 miles, 4 furlongs, 17 poJes an hour, 
and the mails Rass through the districts of Chingleput, North Arcot, Cuddapah and Bellary, 
'The civil engineel' of the division thus describes the part of the road which rUllS through 
Chingleput and North Arcot: '" The road from Madras to Cuddapah by Trivalore, Naggerv 
and Kircllmbllddy. is 8S bad as ean well be. I have lately been on it, to have it surveye(I 
for repail', and to put it into a practicable state. The Madras river between Koratore and 
Tl'ivaiol e, 118 yards wiele, is not bridged, and is occasionally impassable. Beyond Tripasore 
,there is a low swampy place, occasionally impllSsable. The Cote liar is 410 yards wide, and 
often impassable: thence to Ramanjarry the road is eressed by a channel sometimes impas
sable; th~ l'oad is low, the soil is bad, and often overflowed. From Naggery to Pooter a 
ghaut is passed, which is now alm$st impracticable, not from steepness. but from rocks and 
stones; thence the ro;td is over occasional bad soil and paddy fields, with constant water
courses. Between Pooto!')l' aad Vuddalamalypett there is a stream sometimes impassable, 
and the Vudclalamalypett Ghaut is 8S stony and bad as- the Na~gery Ghaut. From the foot 

,of the Ghaut the road passes over inelifferent ground and paddy fields to the Soornamooky, 
river, 108 yards, and occasionally impassable; it then crosses four deep watercourses, and 
theHissaCak>oh,48 yards wide, aad occasionally impassable, and after passing Kircumbuddy, 
it is rocky and' &laty, almost impracticable, and is crossed'by several streams, three of which 
are sometimes impassable after rain." The dak averages 4 miles, 4 fudongs, 9 poles in the 
Arcol district. 

79. The dak enters the Cuddapah district at Baulpilly, between which place and Nunda-
1001' the road passIts through. a valley intersected by numerous streams and torrents, which 
during the rains come down with great force, stopping all traffic for days together. Between 
Nundaloor and GundoopuUyis a rocky tl'act, in which the road is of the very worst descrip

'tion. After passirr~ through' Cuddapah, the road is over' a black cotton so~l, intersected by 
numerous irrigating channels, and quite impassable even for loaded cattle after heavy raiQ-S. 
From Moormareddy' Putty to thee boundary- of tl1e province; the road is a. sandy tract. 
Besides the difficulties aoove'mentiolled, the road is crossed by three large rivers, all more 
than 500 yards wide. In Cuddapah the average of the dak is 4 miles, 0 furlong, 16 poles 
an hour. 

80. The Bombaydak enters the Bellary district at Tarputtey, and, passing through Gooty 
and Bellary, crosses the Toomhudrw at Munnoor, From. Gooty to Bellal'y the road has been 
marked outrand paytiallymade here and there, but is quite impracticable for wheel carriages 
during rain, the most difficult portions having been left nntouched. The large river Huggry 
is always a serious obstacle; the nullahs passing througb black soil are causes of detention 
to even foot travellers, and no bridges exist, From Bellary to the Toombadra is about 28 
miles, a deep cotion SOil throughout; excepting fOl' about two miles, the'road has never even 
been marked out, and is a mere pa.tll\vay, without a sinsle bridge or drain, and qUite impas
sable for' wheel carriages aftel' a heavy t~ll of rain. The average rate of the dak in Bellary 
is 4 miles, 3 furlongs, 17 poles. . 

81. Here, then, we have another line ofdak, and, as connecting Madras with Bombay, and 
consequently to a certain deg-ree with England, perhaps the most important line of all, along 
which the runner'S have, unaided, to struggle with almost every description of difficulty 
which nature can oppose to their passao-e :' over swamps and across paddy fields, through 
unbridged nullahs and channels, up sto;y ghauts and along rocky tracts, over a miserable 
pat.hway, where no road is even mal'ked Ollt, month by month, pass the mails between Eng
land and Madras, and da.y by day the eOlTespondence between tha second and third Pres!· 
d~ncies of the British Empire in India, 

82. The Sattarah and Cannanore mails proceed on the same line via Poonamallee as far 
as AI'cot, whence the formel' runs direct to Bano-alore via Colal', when it is agam' met by the 
latter, which goes round bv ChittoI' and P~lmanair. At Bangalore the Sattarah mail 
branches off by Toomkoor, Serah, CbittIedroog and Hurryhur, whiie the Cannanore uak 
proceeds by Closepett, Seringapatam, Hoonsoor and the Pel'iambady Ghaut. The average 
speed on the Sattarah and Cannanore lines is 4 miles, 7 furlongs, 0 poles, and 4 miles, 

87, N N 4 3 furlongs, 
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3 furlongs, 25 poles respectively. By constant reports from the Superintendent, of Roa,ds 
the Government is well aware of the means which have been adopted, and the sums which 
have been expended to f"l'm the high road ~o Areot ~ public report has also probably {lut 
them in possessirm of its actual state,; on tillS, therefore, I n~ed not enter •• ~he road which 
the dak. follows from Arcot was originally matle by the ~JOneer corps; It IS now out, of 
repair, and to rendel' it practicable lor carriages, wou.Jd requIre a la~ge outlay both fo~ earth
work. and for bridO'es. The dak. encounters a senous obstacle ID the Ponnal' river, at 
Trivellum, 600 yards wide, and frequently impas~able, between which an? Goriatum there 
are several $treams. Beyond Goriatum the road IS sandy and low, and lIable to overflow, 
and between it and the Naickenairy Pass are many streams and !lu,lIahs, and Ol1e part of 
the road is covered by the waters of a tank. Near Laulput tile $0.1 IS swampy, and 14 nul
lahs intj!l'sect the road; the N aick.enairy Pass itself is also much out of repair. , 

83. Throughout the Mysore country the roads present as strong a contrast to those in 
the Qompany's Provinces of the Madrac; Presidency as it is possible to !~agin,e. They are 
capital carriage-roads, every nullah and watercourse, and almost every flver bridged, all the: 
black cotton soil well covered with gravel, the portions passing through sandy, soft or wet 
soil, raised and hardened; the communications of the countl'y, in short, are not swamps and 
paddy fields, but well-made metalled roads, and the dak. throughout Mysore proceeds at 
the rate of 5 miles, 1 furlong, 5 poles an hour, . 

84, The Calicut mail proceeds on the same line as the two ab~ve noticed, as far as Arc?t,. 
and thence proceeds to Vaniambuddy, and through Salem, COimbatore and Mal~bar; Its 
average rate is four miles, 2 furlonD's, 3 poles an hour. In Salem, made roads eXIst along 
all the lines travelled by the dU, ;nd that the rate of travelling is not more than 4 miles, 
4 furlongs, 5 poles -an liour, must be attributed to other causes than the obstruction offered 
by the state of the communications, which causes I shall elsewhere advert to. In COlmba
tore also, from Errode. on the Cavery, which separates th~ district from Salem to Paul
ghaut, where the dak. enters Malabar, the road is generally good, passing over a high and 
dry country, with 'heavy soil for only about six miles, the rate of travelling, nevertheless, is 
slow, reaching only to 4 miles, 2 furlongs, 25 poles an hour. From its entrance into the 
Malabur district at WulIiaur by Paulghaut to Ponany, the road is represented as being in 
good order, and fit for wheel carriages; but the Calicut dak. leaves the main line at Paul
ghaut, and proceeds direct. The travelling in Malabar is as bad as in almost any part of 
the country, and the average speed maintained per hour is but 3 miles, 5 furlongs, 15 poles. 

85, The dak. to Quilon pass~s through Chingleput, South Arcot, Trichinopoly, Madura,' 
TinnevelIy, N agercoil and Travaqcore, and averages 4 miles, 3 furlongs, 8 polet! in its rate 
of travellmg. The road through the Chingleput district is newly made and good, and, with 
the e!,ception of the Pallour river, is bridged throughout. I am unable to trace the nature 
of the road in the South Arcot' district, as the map I have, unlike the others, affords no 
information of the nature of the soil; and the descriptive letter which accompanied the map" 
names only the villages through which t.he road pa!1ses, giving no account of the COUntry; 
the travelling rate in the provin'ce is only 4 miles, 0 furlongs, 3 poles. The same remarks 
apply also to Trichiuopoly, save that the soil is a heavy mud fi'om the entrance of the dis
trict on crossing the Vellour, to within a few miles of the Coleroon, that the road is croFsed. 
by many unbridged streams, and, although said to be under construction by the Superin
tendent of Roads, is represented by the CIvil Engineer as at present unfitted for any change in 
the means of conveying the dak.: the rate of travelling is 4 miles, 2 furlongs. 31 poles an hOUl', 

86. A little north of Covilputty, the dak. enters the Madura district, where the roads 
have received more attention fi'om local authority than in any other Provinces but Salem and 
Tanjore: with the exception of the Vigay at Madura itself, and the Goondaur further south. 
all the 'rivers and streams are bl'idged, and carts can proceed along the main road thrUuD'D
out the year. For about the last 20 miles the road passes through a heavy black. soil, but 
has been metalled, and offers no hindrance to traffic even in the rains. With tllese advan
tages the rate of spel>d should be better than it is, the average being only 4 miles, 3 furlongs, 
15 poles. , 

87. At Virdooputty t~e dilk enters TiimevelIy, al'!d for 27 miles has to struggle through 
a heavy black cotton SOIl, and to overcome the dIfficulties of passing four laroe unbl'id~ed 
streams-~he Vildooput~y river, t,he yegpullap~tty and Vencatasapooramodays and the 
Santoor flver, all causlD,g- detentIOn m the !'am!>. The black soil continues to beyond 
Kytaur, but has been partllIlIy gravelled, and the dak suffers no further material delay in its 
pr?gress !louth. Magnificent avenues of Ranian trees show where tine roads hav(l onc.e 
~J\lsted, but serv~ at pres,ent only to point o~t to travellers and to the Government post, what 
IS now tile most ImpractIcable path. In Tmnevelly the av~rage rate of the dak travelling is 
only 4 mil€s, 2 furlongs, 30 poles in the hour. 

, '88. The, above is a fai~hful account ?f another impor,tant dak. line, pas!'ing from the Pre
sldenc~ t~lOughout the I::)out~ern PI'OVIDCeS of the Pen\nsula, along Vlhich the progre~s of 
th~ mall IS at the tilte of 4 11:lIJes, 3 furlong-eo, 5 poles an hour. The road in general may be 
fauly called very bad~ and If here and there, as ill a part of Chingleput, and generally 
throughout Madura, the dak bas a free a~~ unimpeded comse, the intervening portions of 
mud ~nd heavy s~nd pllt a stop to all rapIdity of ptogre!lE, a succession ofunbfld!!ed stl'edmS 
and fivers, all ~llm~ at the B,an;e season of the year, caU!le frequently prolonged detention, 
and both combme to lender It ImpOSSible under present circumstances to improve our modi: 
of conveyance. 

89. Lastfy, 
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80. Lastly, Ut the'dak to Tanjore, proceeding on the same road as tIle last. as far at Tin- Tanjore mail, 

devanum, and, thence bran~hing oft' to Pondicherry, and travelling by Porto Novo, across 210 mifes. 
the CJaleroorr, to Sheaily, ~hence one part ~oes tiy. Myaveram to Ta~jore, and the other by 
Tranquebar, Nagore and Negapatam to Pomt' CallmeJ'e, where for nine months in- the year 
the <Veylon dak crosses the sea to Point PedJ~, The average travelling rate of this mail is 
41 milesl 5 furlongs, 2' poles. The South, ArC'ot district. has been spoken of atreadJ. In Tanjore. 
Tanjore the' mail ~ ... avels mo~e .rapidly thaI?' in any' othel' ,part of! the Presidency, excepting. 
Nel~re, the rate U1 both Pl'ovIDces averaging 6 miles, l' furlong, I) poles all hour, Tanjore 
possesses. fewer natural advantages for road-making' as regards soil, and in her numerous 
large rivers and almostnumbe:-Iess irrigating and surplus channels, opposes more hindl'aoce 
to rapid transit than almost amy place that·can be named; and that"notwlthstandinO' these 
liatural disadval1tages~. the mail passes at the quickest pace maintained throughout th~ whole • 
Presidency, and that the runners proceed from one end of the district to the other withont 
ever wetting their feet, is the strongest evidence that could possibly be adduced. that with 
an adequate expenditure on the part of Government, and,a proper care and exertion on the 
part of the local officers, the roads throug.hout the Presidency would ere long deserve their 
name, the dak would not be impeded in its passnge by intervening paddy: fields, the pace of 
the mail runners changing at every five miles would not be slower than that. kept up for 10nD' 
distances by a very, ordinary pedestrian. The so-called road would not be, as. it now ofte~ General average 
is, the only place which travellers avoid, and in' time we might. see even in Madras a cart of the Presidency, 
subr:;tituted for the shoulders of 3,1 man, and his leg,s exchanged. for the more' powerful and 4. miles, 2 furlongs, 
rap,id locomotion of a horse. Discussion on the subj~ct. is at. present out of place, except on 34 poles. 
one line, and that chiefly because a great' part, o£ it runs,through ~he Mysore State, we could 
not use a cart, even if we had one to use; the roads have not,to be repaired, but commenced; 
the line has yet to be selerted. and in many pl;ices to be reclaimed from, the pll!mgh~, If 
roads ever existed, the neglect of more than half a. century has oblJterated them, and it'Would 
be but retributive justice that the expense of re-making should be far greater, than, would 
have been ~hat of preserving. . 

90. The statEI' of the roads along which the d!k proceeds cannot be considered beyond the 
scope 'of- my commission, and in the sketch which 1 have given of theu' pI esent state, I hope 
I may succeed in attracting attention, and in inducing- the Government to consider whether 
past experience does not tend to show that a different kind of agency foom that at present 
at work wOilld give more satisfactory results. Tanjore, Madura and, Salem, are.- the only 
provinces wherfl good roads exist in all directions,. where the traffic frOID IIIOrth, to south" and 
from east to west, is carried on by carts" where the rivers are crossed dry shod. and the dak 
meets with no interruption. In aU these Qistrict$ the Government and the people owe. the 
roads to tIle energies of the local officers alone. Mr. Orr, in Salem, Mr. Blackburn, in 
Madura, and a succession of able men in Tanjore,. devoted themselves to'this impor,tant 
work, and~ by a judicious course of proceeding .. and a. careful husbanding of the resourCes 
at their di~posal; have p1a.ced their several districts. years in advance of Odlers. In.. none 
of those l?rovinces has the Road Superintendent yet commenced his. labours, and in none 'of 
those in which he has been at work ,for years are the communications to be, compared with 
theirs. There is no doubt that the Government has in its service many men who, ill their 
capacity' as collectors of the Provinces, see the great importance of opening free eommuliI~ 
cations, who would mosi g,ladly undertake, the, duty~ and whose positron best fits them to 
appl'eciate the value, and to superintend the construction of the,work_ Every, collector has 
a professional adviser in the Civi~ Engineer of the division"ful\y competent. t(} direct him in 
any scientific question;, and although the Govel'Dment may he quite right not.. to,force the 
additiollallabour on unwilling shoulders. it would seem clearly advisable to take advantage 
of all volunteer assistance, and to avail themselves to the utmost of the offer; when, energy, 
zeal and' public' spirit anima.te a collector, and lead bim earnestly to solicit Ulat he be allowed. 
to make a road, 10 the offer itself is the best guarantee fOil the accomnlishment of the task; 
anw besides that, no man would volunteer for the duty whose mind was,not already strongly 
lIent in the direction of useful obj~cts; character would be at stake when the work was once 
undertaken, and nOlle would bear ·to fail in a duty for which they had volunteered. The 
present system has now. had aJong trial;. 4, lacS! per annum on the trunk roads were sanctioned 
by the COllrt of Directors. in 1845, and allowing for time to organise the system,. 20 lacs, of 
,",ork should, now have been, performed. A fourt.b part o£ tb~s. sum has not been expended, 
and wonder can hardly be expressed wheu. it is rememhered that a single officer is entrusted 
with the l~illg down, the planning,. construction and supt'I'intendJllg' oti'thel roads from. 
Chitterpore to Cape, ComOlin, and. from 1\1 adras to, CannalWre~, the whole intended' lines 
being abou.t miles in length. 

91. Unless this plan is abandoned~ and tbe Government should be pleased to make use of 
{fie local machinery at its disposal, entrust each collector showing a disposition to forward 
public works, with from Ri. 30.000 to Its. 60,000 per annum to expt:,nd under the orders of 
the Depar,~men.t of Public, Works, and. in communication With, the Civil :Engineer on, that 
pal't of the 'malJ),dak. roads which pass through his own collectorate, it will be vain to IlJok 
forward fur the I)ext half century to, the adoption of any means, of transmitting the. mails 
other than the feeblest, the most rude, the slowest, and tbat the least open to imprflvement,. 
~~., the means ali present employed. 

92.. It may be well to compare the Madras Presidency with, others as l'egards. the means Mode of Convey
available for the conysyance of the mails, and to say a. few words upon the mode of convey .. ance,in Bengal... 
ance best suited to the peculiarities of India. In the Lower Provinces of. Bengal, out of 
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A C N 7,016 miles over which the cJak travels, it is conveyed in. carls, or on horses, for a distance of 
pp. (,.), o. 2, f R 1 03 020 d th 769 miles. The total cost of this nlOde 0 conveyanc.e IS S.,' per, annum, an e 

The North-western average cost per mile.per annum is Rs.14.2. In the,North-western ProvInces of the Pre
.,Provinces. sidency,. the mail is conveyed in carts over 860 miles of road, at an annual charge of 

Rs 1 35 752 and the averaO'e mileaO'e is Rs.168 pel' annum. A mall cart now runs from Cal-
Bombay, cutta' to' .Lahore. In the 130mbay Presidency hQrse~ and mail carts, are used over 982 miles 

of cduntry from the town of Bombay to the frontier of, the, Presidency on th~ routes to 
Calcutta and Agra; via N agpore an~ Indore, and also ID' parts of Scmde. 1 he su~ ?f 
Rs.l,55,400 is annually paid on :tIllS account, and the average annual cost per mile IS 

Rs. 105; the average mileage in Madras has been already shown to be Rs. 211 per annum. 

Mail carts pre-
ferred to horse dik. 

Letter to Com
missioner of 
Bengal, dated 24th 
November 1850. 

General rate of 
travelling. 

93. The political importance of the speedy'transmission of the over!and despatches:to 
Calcutta and to Simla, probably led to the first eS~l!'blishmeut of t~ese hne!1 of horse dak; 
but there can be no doubt that now: that the P!lbhc has so 1?llg denved from them, the, sa~e 
advantages of rapid intercourse whICh the ~overnment for Its own purpose,s had m VI~~ In 
their establishment, they would still be contlllued on account of t~e public, were pohtIcal 
considerations to cease; and it must be remembered, that the estabhshments kept up are far 
greater than are required only for the public despatches. Two horses would be fully suf
ficient for the political purpose, and as eight are kept at every stage of the horse da~, tbe 
retention' of the remaining six for the conveyance of the bulk of the mad must be consIdered 
as an acknowledgment on the part of the Government of India, that the public iIi general in 
Bengal, and tbe North-western Provinces, may claim to have their wa~ts considered. The 

'question may therefore be fairly asked, why should Madras alone be wIthout the advantages 
which' the other Presidencies of India enjoy? That a. mail cart on a long line costs more 
than do foot-runners, there can be no doubt whatever; but of' all the departments of the 
State, the post is precisely the one into, whirh ordinary economical consideration!> should 
not be allowed to weigh against the benefit of the whole community. The Govel'Dment, by 
retaining a monopoly of the postal department, obVIously incurs a re"ponsibility, virtually 
binds itself to give.every increased facility which circumstances may offer, to "adopt every 
substantial improvement, and to look more to the collateral advantages which it del'ives from 
enlarged intercourse among the people, than to the more direct but probably less ~terling 
advantages of increased postal collectiuns. 

94. If this be the true and corrert light in which to view the duties of a Government 
towards its people as regards all pot;tal arrangements, it must be gran 'ted that Madras is not 
justly deprived of participation in the advantages of a rapid dilk which are I'njoyed ill Bengal 
and Bomba,. because her geographical position is of less political importance than that of 
other parts of the Empire. A C31't dak hat; bl'en already sanctioned for the Bombay route 
as far as Bangalore, and will donbtless be continued to Hurryhur and to Bombay; hut 
although that is at present the only complete line on which the state of our roads will permit 
of sllch a mode of transmitting the daks, there appears no sound reason for declining to avail 
ourselves of the facilities afforded by good roads, whenever and- as far as they may exist. 
If the main road on tbe Quilon l;ne be available for wheel carriages from Fort St. George 
to the southern limits of the Chingleput district, it would seem to follow as a thing of course 
'that a mail cart should convey tbe Quilon and 'fanjore mails, both proceeding to Tlndivanum 
0Ii. the same line, as far as the road is formed, and that the bags should be transferred to 
foot-runners only when the pace which they could maintain would be as fast as that at 
which 1\ hor",e and cart could proceed; and so also, although it may be necessary that the 
m~ils thus transferl:ed to foot-runners 'should be by their means carried to Trlchinopoly, 
pendmg the completlon of the trunk road-there can be no good reason why they should not 
again be put on wheels, and driven through Salem, Coimbatore and Malabar to Ponany, 
along the whole of which line of road a light cart could without difficulty proceed; and it 
should be an essential part of the duty of an active, energetic and intelhO'ent Postmaster
general to watch the progress of the trunk roads, public works and bridges~ and to bring to 
tbe notice of Governmenl. every instance in which improvements in the communication of the 
country had rendered practicable improvement ill the conveyance of the mail. 

95. ~ have considered in aU ~ts bearings the qu~stion of what is the mode of conveying 
the m~lls best ~dapted to the cIrcumstances of IndIa, and r am very clearly of opinion that 
there IS no med,lUm between foot-runners and a mail cart, and that a horse dflk is not a desiT
able institution. On this point I am supported by the experienced opinion oHhe Postmaster
general of the North-western Provinces of Bengal, who says" the mail is not carried on 
horseback on any road unqer my superintendence. Runners have on the main lines been 
s~pel'seded by mail carts, and I am of opinion that, except.in a rocky or hilly country, carts 
Will generally be found to succeed better than saddle-horse~. Where mail carts cannot be 
used, I believ~ that runners, if placed at short distances, not exceed;ng four miles, will 
convey the malls more ,regularly than saddle-horses, and wilh nearly equal speed." 

~6. ~efore ~~6sing this subject, it will be desirable to, examine the actual rate of speed 
mamtamed With our present means of conveyance, to mqUlre what are the causes which 
operate to retard the progress of the d&k, and what means can be adopted to lemove them • 

• 
97, Annexed are two statements, compiled from information supplied to me from the 

Gf'nera~ P~st-~ffice, showing the a,:erage ~peed maintained by the dak and bangby mails in 
every dIstrIct m the Madras PreSidency ill each month" With a separate column for the 
average of the year, and finally the averag~ rate of speed throughout the Presidency • 

• 



o 
o 
t:I 

PROVINCES. 

Tanjore _ - · · Nellore- · · · M)'l!Ore- · · · 
Travancore· · · · Cbingleput· · - · Arcot . - · -
Salem · . - · lIellary' · - · Madura. · · · Coimbatore · · -Trichioopoly · · · Tinoevelly · · · Guntoor· · · · Maaulipatam" • · · Gaojam· . . · -
Rajahmuodry· , , 
CUddapah • · , 

Cuddalore , · , 
Cana ..... , · · :Malabar • · , · Vizagapatam" , , -
Hydrabad· · · · 

PROVINCES. 

Tanjors • · · , 
Chiogleput· · , · Bellor.· , · · M.dura • · · · Arcot . · · · Tinnevelly · , · Guntoor · · , 
l\IYlOre • · · , 
CUddapah · , · Bellary" · , · Trichioopoly • . , · Hydrabnd· , , · Ganjam- · · · Rajahmuhdry· · · Trnvancore· - , -Cuddalure · , · Vizagapatame • , , 
Canor. , · · · Maoulipatame , ~ 

, 

-

· · · · · · · · · · -· · -· · , 

· -
, 

· · · 

· · , 

· · , 

· · · · , 
, 

· · , 

· · · · 

A VERAGB R ATE per H t h' h th D tr II d' our a W IC e All: ave e lBeac hP h M h . hA rovlnce In eac ont , Wit f h hI verage 0 t e W o e. 

January. February. I March. April. May. June. July. August. September. October. November. 

H. F. P. H. P. P. M. F. r, III. F. P. M. F. P. M. F. P. H. F. P. M. F. p. II. P. P. M. P. P. H. P. P. 

Ii 3 36 Ii 3 2 Ii 1 19 Ii 3 13 Ii 2 37 6 2 10 Ii 0 0 6 0 10 4 7 4 4 6 39 4 7 4 
6 2 19! Ii 2 291 6 " 0 6 4 111 6 3 ~~ 6 2 ::t 6 2 16 Ii 1 391 6 0 24 4 0 23i 4 4 61 
5 2 39 Ii 3 27 Ii 2 3'" Ii 1 32 6 0 4 7 4 7 34 4 7 25! 4 6 39 4 7 10 6 2 II 
4 7 4, 5 0 14 4 6 37 4 6 3 4 6 0 6 0 21 4 6 15 4 7 37 4 6 6 4 " 10 4 3 20 
4 6 21 4 6 36i 4 7 171 4 7 1 4 7 Of 4 6 24! 4 6 23 4 5 I1t 4, 6 2~t 4 3 17 4 4 241 
4 4 24l 4 Ii 19 4 4 26 4 4 19l 4 4 2! 4 3 .42 4 4 191 4 3 6 4 4 '4 I 391 4 4 25i 
4 3 13 4 4 4 4 4 37 4 4 l! 4 4 38 4 3 28 4 5 3 4 Ii 3 4 4 33 4 3 16 4 4 10 
4 6 32 5 0 2 4 7 2 4 6 30 4 5 6 4 3 22 4 2 24 4 3 4 3 3 13 3 3 28 4 3 II 
4 3 25 4 4 12 4 4 32 4 Ii 20 4A 26 " 3 23 4 6 '22 4 Ii 6 4 3 0 3 7 12 4 1 1 
4 1 38 4 3 24 4 3 31 4 2 4 4 3 11 4 3 14 4 2 24 4 1 27 4 2 19 4 1 19 4 2 6 
4 1 351 4 1 31 4 6 36 4 4 371 4 3 35! 4.3 26i 4 3 6 4 1 7 4 1 35 4 2 71 4 0 9 
4 4 6 4 2 29 4 4 28 4 4 36 " 3 14 4 2 29 4. II 2 4 s.. 25 4 2 81 " 0 7 4 0 12 
~ 3 3~t " " 341 " 5 16 " 3 89t " Ii 3,* " " 101 4 1 11 3 7 3l 3 1 351 3 0 801 3 6 32 
4 6 4 6 5! 4 7 2 " 6 18 4 Ii 6 4 8 87 4 3 14 8 0 8 2 7 106 2 6 8 8 Ii 801 
8 2 311 8 2 10 4 2 28 4 7 2 4 " 16! 4 3 311 " 1 87 " 4 2 3 6 l:t 4 0 81 4 2 4 
8 " 24 4 4 23! " " 221 4 2 27 4 1 29 4 1 10 4 1 86 8 4 81 8 0 8 1 Of 8 Ii 14 
4 0 16 " 1 36 4 2 9 4 1 36 4 1 17 , 0 14 " 0 39 3 7 85 3 Ii 2S 8 4 7 8 7 32 
8 7 29 " 0 26! 4 0 26 4 0 10 " 0 12l 3 7 38 4 0 11 " 3 27 3 7 81 3 6 32 8 7 10 
3 7 II 8 7 21 3 6 6 8 7 31 8 6 39 3 Ii 0 8 2 32 3 3 II 3 4 11 3 3 7 8 6 86 
4 0 13 4 0 6 3 6 38 3 6 6 3 6 0 3 " 26 3 6 28 3 8 12 3 " 10 8 2 32 3 8 29 
3 6 17 II 6 5! II 6 28 8 6 38i 3 6 32 3 6 11 3 7 221 3 Ii It 3 2 18 2 7 9 3 8 21 
I 6 31 3 6 37 3 6 11 8 6 31 8 7 7 3 6 13 8 6 80 3 1 14 2 2 22 3 2 7 3 4 9 

- --
AVERAGE RATE per Hour at which the BANGBY tra~ened in each Province in each Month, with Average of the whol~. 

, 

January. February. March. -I April. May. June. July. AuguBt. September. October. November. 

M. Jr. p. M .... P. M .... P. II. P. P. M .... P. II. P. P. M. ... P • II. 1'. p. 11.1'. P. III. Jr. P. M. P. P. 

4 2, 11 4 0 16 8 6 81 " 1 17 " 0 28 " 2 7 4 0 16 8 6 23 8 7 31 3 6 31 4 0 12 
8 6 /; 8 6 881 s 7 881 8 7 Ii 8 6. 22i 3 6 18! 3 6 38! 8 7 37! 8 6 16! 8 6 211i 8 6 28i 
3 4 37 3 6 16 8 6 25 8 6 II 8 6 16 3 6 11 3 6 37 3 6 21 3 4 2 3 1 32 3 2 28 
8 6 28 ,3 4 6 3 6 28 8 " 14 3 " 29 8 6 23 8 6 0 3 3 80 3 6 38 3 4 6 3 3 28 
3 /; 6 3 6 9 3 4 17 8 4 86 3 4 181 3 " 35! 3 4 371 8 4 ~7! 8 6 8 3 3 201 3 4 33 
8 4 3 8 2 7 8 2 24 8 8 14 8 2 20 3 2 7 3 2 24 3 4 4 3 3 24 3 2 8 3 3 14 
3 6 1 8 6 '39 8 6 8 8 6 14 8 Ii 27 8 8 6 8 8 24 2 6 14 2 3 38 2 II 1 3 0 14 
8 1 20 3 3 3S S 1 28 3 2 31 3 0 21 3 2 16 8 1 81 3 1 10 8 0 33 8 2 16 3 1 36 
8 2 7 8 1 36 8 1 8S 8 1 31 8 1 10 3 0 34 08 0 9 8 1 26 3 1 27 2 7 38 3 1 6 
8 3 12 3 l 38 3 3 83 8 2 2 8 2 31 8 1 10 2 7 13 2 7 20 2 7 18 2 7 23 3 0 24 
3 2 11 8 1 16 8 1 39 3 1 6 8 0 28 3 0 9 8 1 " 3 2 9 3 1 13 3 0 33 3 0 8 
8 1 6 8 1 8 3 0 28 8 1 21 8 1 11 3 1 26 3 2 3 3 0 21 2 6 20 3 0 11 3 0 29 
2 6 17 2 6 10 2 6 0 8 1 " 8 0 38 3 1 20 3 0 26 3 I 26 2 6 23 2 6 14 3 1 17 
3 0 8 3 1 12 3 0 18 8 0 28 8 0 80 3 0 7 2 7 7 ,2 7 25 2 3 9 2 2 21 2 7 33 
2 6 38 2 7 0 2 6 6 2 6 I .2'5 37 2 6 )3 2 6 6 2 5 9 2 5 23 2 4 28 2 4 25 
2 4 24 2 II 30 2 6 20 2 " /j 2 3 36 2 3 8' 2 4 23 2 8 82 2 3 36 2 3 28 2 3 19 
2 3 14 2 4 39 2 Ii 6 2 ~ I 2 3 35 2 4 13 2 3 83 2 6 '21 2 1 21 2 2 22 2 3 7 
2 4 29 2 '4 14 2 3 17 2 " 8 2 6 2~t 2 2 38 2 4 29 2 1 84 1 7 39 2 2. 29 ·2 2 I 
2 8 341 2 II 33i 2 4 341 2 6 3! 2 8 .2 8 8 2 3 8 2 0 12 1 Ii 0 1 6 26 2 2 III 

• Overseers. 

December. 

II, F. Po 

6 0 16 
6 1 23 
5 2 S! 
4 Ii 10 
4 5 2~1 4 4 
4 3 34 
4 3 35 
4 2 37 
4 4 3 

" 1. 311 
4 0 29 

" 3 6t 4 1 " 3 2. 8 
4 6 17 
4 2 6 
3 7 10 
4 1 14 
8 6 28 
8 4 2 
3 6 17 

Average. ' 

. 

December. 

M. P. p. 
4 ,0 0 
8 6 96 
8 5 14 
3 6 3 
8 4 • 8 
8 2 14 
3 8 19 
3 1 35 
3 1 32 
3 0 12 
8 0 11 
2 6 36 
2 II 29 
I 7 34 
2 4 86 
2 3 11 
2 8 .11 
2 4 10 
2 8 0 

AVERAGB. 

M, F. P, 
G 1 9 
5 1 9 
5 1 5 
4 6 15 
4 6 14 
4 4 9 
4 4 5 
4 3 17 
4 3 15 
4 2 35 
4 2 31 

" 2 30 
4 1 17 
4 0 82 

" 0 26 
4 0 18 
4 0 16 

" 0 8 
3 Ii 81 
3 15 5 
3 4 37 
3 4 16 

" 2 39 

AVERAGE. 

M. P. P. 

4 0 8 
8 6 19 
3 6 10 
3 6 6 
8 4 28 
3 2 26 
3 2 23 
3 1 25 
8 1 14 
8 I 9 
8 1 6 
8 0 25 
2 7 22 
2 7 12 
2 6 25 
2 4 6 
2 3 32 
2. 8 15 
2 2 16 

.... 
Z 
~ .... 
~ 
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App. (C.), No.2. These statements show clearly 'that something more than good roads is wanting for "the 

speedy transit of the dak. Tanjore and Nellol'e are, as regards spee-?, at t~e he~d of the
list of districts' but neither of them would he selected as the .proVInces In whIch road
making had m~de the greatest ,progress? for although a great deal has he en done for 
Tanjore, mud and Fand are the only materIals procurable throughout the Delta. Salem a~d 
Madura where the communications are repr~sented as free, and better probably than In 

Letter to Com
missioner, dated 
30th November 
1850. 

Overseers 
appointed, 

Their abolitil'n. 

any oth~r province, are §eventh and ninth in ofl~er in respect to sp,eed; and Hydrab~d .. 
where Captain Dorin. reports that the roads are m e~cellent o;der, IS last of all, the dak 
averao-ino- but three and a half miles a\1 hour, and bemg somebmes as slow as two and a 
quart:r ~iJes. Travancore, again, is fourth in order of -speerl, -whil~ Malab~r an~ Canara. 
which are geographica~ly similarly situated, are nineteenth. and twentIeth., HIghly Important 
as are good roads to the free aud speedy transit o~ the mml~, ,eve~ they will not alone e~lsure 
its rapid progress; a constant, active and energetic superVisIOn IS as absolutely essentJal to 
the efficient_ working of this branch of the postal department as ~~ every other: In~ee~, so 
essential is It, that it is 110t asserting too much to say, that a rIgId system will mamtaln a 
better rate of speed over bad roads, than will a lax ~ystem over good ones. The general 
system has certaInly declined in efficiency of late years in th~s respect. Overseers were 
appointed to all the lines of road in 1889 .. on the l'ecommendatlon of. t~e Post~0!fi~e C??l
mittee. Trial was made of tbe syst~m untIl ;1,.843, when so gell,eral an opmlOn of their mutIllty 
"Was expressed, that they were abolIshed throughout the Presidency by order of the govern
ment of ' India. On that occasion, all Mofussil Postmasters were called upon to report tne 
result of the e~periment; and it is an -illustration of what I have above maintained -of the 
greatly superior advantages pos~essed hy the collector for the control uf the post, that all 

Subsequent partial ex~o.fficio Postmasters were unanimously of opmion ,that no useful result had been a~tained 
I'll-employment; l' by the .emp)o~ment of overseers (in some districts the -rate of tra,vell,ing h.ad actually 
v' ta:;-' 437 decreased), while the l1ncovenanted Postmasters were all averse to their dlsC()nimuance, the H;::C:d ~ 3 4 15. collectors felt that their own estahlil>hments formed their Illost efficient means of control. 
Average speed The paid Postmasters knew that wi~hout overseers they had no control at all. Overseers 
per hour. were subsequentl¥ re-employed OIl some lines, but witbout beneficial resu1ts. "They are not 

.. , F. l!. 'employed in Tanjore. where the rate of travelling is unsu,rpassed;, they are employed in 
Sattarah - 4 7 0 Hydrabad and in Vizagapatam, which stand the last two in the list when the rate of all 
i~~: : ! ! l~ districts is compared. Overseers are employed throughout the whole line of the Calcutta 
Cannanore _ 4 3 25 mail, and on no line is t.he rate of travelling so slow; they are also employed jn Masuli-
Quilon - 4 3 5 patam, Ganjam and Rajahmun~~y, in none of which provinces aoes the mail average more 
Calicut - ~ 111 13

5 
than: a fraction 1lbove four mires, an hour, -

Chitterpore - ~ 

Their Itbolition 
recommended. 

98. If cannot, th~efore., he ,maintained, that in Madras, overseers have been ()f any.avail 
in expediting the pr~l'ess -of t'be d&k, the QIlly pllTpOSe for whicb they were ever appointed. 
The pay Df the .overseefS was m~de vII-riable, and dependent -on the rate of travelling tnain. 
,tame.d ~thi.n 1iheir J'aJ;lge, .itJ'equiresJ however, bu.t a ~el'y sh('rt expe~i.eDCe -of the 'Course of 
proceeding between native supel-iors and dependents, to be well assured, that as the pay of 
the runnerS reaches. them. through tl1e h~nds of the -o~el'see-rs, the burthC:lil. -of the fine for 
'diminished speed does not rest upon the latter. In point of fact, no overseer can actually 
superintend the running over 30

1 
miles f!C road, which is the 1east portion committed to one 

man's charge, :alld -e:x:pel'ience 'SQows that they 110 not. When any unusual delay to the mail 
appears by the road index to have oecurred. the Postmaster-general addresses the local 
PostlIlas-ter on the S'Ilhject, and the length of time which passes. before his I'eply is received 
shows very clearly that it is oaly afte ... recei.ving thee call for explanation. that the overseer 
assigns to the Postmaster, and he to the PQStmaster-general1 any cause for the delay. 

~9. Few persons have had more practical experience in the post than Mr. Ranl~n, who 
was for some ~ears. Postmaster-general ;'0. ,tbe N or1h-western provinc~s; and the following 
extract fro!D nls pnnted manual for the gUIdance of his subordinates conta.ins his opinion of 
~he (wers,eers. ~'Runners unfortunately call seld9m be managed by a Postmaster without 
lDt~rmedlate agency: they are consequently very often ill-treated and defrauded by the 
native ~geFits whQ generally contrive ro entertain and dismiss them at pleasure to serve 
lll.terested purposes •. The overseers, if oot watched, will ~eneraUy keep up fewer :nen than 
Gover,nment allows, m order to embezzle the wa~s of the number deticient. Runners 
some~lmes surrender the greater portion of, what is .drawn on their account, for being 
permitted to leave the road, and attend to theIr domestic affairs at home. Others have been 
known to pay each,eight anl!as a mont~ for permission to travel at the slow pace of about two 
ilnd a half all hour In ~<?D:veymg the malls to the person whose. p\lbl~~ du.ty it was to accelerate 
the post. In some dlvlslons runners used tQ pay lor not bellJO' dJsturbed or made to carry 
t~e ~aiJs at night., So long as the r~nners remain thu$ helpl~ssly at. th~ mercy of others, 
any mdulgence O! mcrease .of wages Intended for them will benefit none but the persons by 
wpom they are hIred and dlrectert. The prevalent abuses are mentioned to show an inex
perienced ~ostmaster how unsafe it is to depend for information on the persons forming his 
road establishment." " 

. .' \ 

100. I am unable to see the use of this middle man, interrnptinfJ' the direct control of the 
postmaster over the runners, and am satisfied that under a proper system.of reward and 

punishment 
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punishment according to the speed attained, the tunners would do their 'Work D' tr' Is. ltG, of D' t 'ts. lfC), of 

i uite as welt without the oV'erSetlrs, whO' are a l'leedIe'Ss expense to the State.. 18 Ie Overseer.. H"ydrralCbad 0 '-' 
d h ... 'II Cbingleput - 1 r :. II. would, therefore, recornmen t at tnose stl eroployed in the Madras Nellore _ _ 12 Jaulnah _ _ l' 

Presidency be 'd~eontimled, and that their pay, 'amounting to Rs. 14,7(';0 per Gunto,or - - 6 lIJommabad - I 

anntlln, be appropriated to mt"et the expense of the remuneration recom- ~":",:!:,,~m - 5 ~:~:.,re:.;., :: 
mended elsewhere to Mofussil Postma'Sters, and or the aceelel'ator'S and mail G~am - ry : : VnagBpatam _ II 
vans, which will, I hope, be introduced at Madras. 1lelJary - - 2 

BaDgalore _ 23 TG'l'AL - ]O~ 

101. The general average rate of speed in 1839, before the appointment of this class of ser- Decrease of rate 
vant on those lines fIom which they were withdrawn in 1843, was 4 miles, 4 furlongs, 8 poles of travelling in 
an hour, while in the year 1849 the average rate was only 4 miles, 3 furlongs, 38 poles. On general. 
those lines where overseers are still employed, the average rate of speed attained in 1839, 
after their appolOtment, was 4 miles, 5 furlongs, 21 polt's; while in 1849 it had sunk to 
4 miles, 4 furltmgs. 22 poles, In M •. Ranken's Manual, froll'! waieh I have quoted 4lbove, 
it is said-" The followlllg fads being ascertained, every officer in charge of 11 division of the 
Post-office should rely on 1he~ and act accordingly. Seventeeu of t.wenty healthy na.tives.; 
ill the prime of life, which runners ought. always to he~ can carry the maximum load of nine 
seers (720 tolahs) elX miles in an helll' witho'l1t much jefi'ort. They can canoy sill 'seers 
'(480 tolahs) each, 'Over the same ground, ill the same time, with ease. Each of the 20 
is capable of carrying full loads five miles in the hour twice a day." In the actual expe-
rirnent~ referred to bdow, as having been tried in Mysore with a weight of 20 pounds, no 
runnel' tra'Vetled less fhan five and three qUllrtel''ffltles afi 'hOlll'; some trav-elled seven and a Causes. 
half, some eight, and one man. accomplished his task at the rate 'Of ten miles an hour. These 
are actual facts, and it is also a fact that the average rat.e of travelling throughout this 
Presidency is only 4 miles, "2 furlongs, 34 poles an heut-the diminished rale of ge)lerai 
supervision, which is naturally followed by diminution in the efficiency of the local super
intend.ence. 

102. The Postmaster at Tanjore writes-" One oE the chief duties of the district Post- Letter to Commis
master·should be a strict attention t'O the rate of running by the runners, and the necessity sioner, 30th July 
for accurately timing the receifts and depat'ture of the mails should \Je impressed by 11im i8DO. . 
on al~ his Post-office writers.' the Pustmaster of Nell ore wri.tes-" It requires constal1t ,etter ~dc;"mTlllB
attention to keep np the rate of .speed, in all p~rts of the line ~o the !egulate~ s~andard." ~l::~, ugust 
The Postmaster of Tl'avanc6rc, 10 exemplification of the attentIon paid to thiS Important Letter to Com '_ 
point, says, he ha& It made it an invariable rule to take a copy of all road indexes." The sioner 23d Au~:st 
Postmaster of Bang&:lore has described a system which he actually put in practice of 1850.' 
personally ascertai'nmg the physical eower of every dak runner 'in Mysore, by making them Letter to Commis
all travel a. givem distance, with a loaded wallet, in his company. The result of the attention sioner, 21st No
thus given to the rate of traveUing in these four provinces is, that they stand the firs~ four vember 1850. 
in the statemen't given above. That the point is not considered of the same importance by 
the Postmaster-general, is shown by the way in which suggestions for 'the removal of 
obstructions to the dak's progress are received, and by the interference sometimes offered, . 
not in support of autho~ity. The Postmaster at Hingolee refened me to a letter of his to I:etter to CommlS
the Postmaster-general, dated in October 1849, reportin~ that an express which had sl~ner, .12th 00-
travelled at the rate o£ 10 miles an hour from Hydrabad to SecunderaLad, the distance of to er It!60.· 
five miles, having been run in half an hour, had proceeded further on its progress at 
diminished speed, lintil near ElIiC'hpoor it malntained'a rate of only two and a half miles an 
hour. This slow rate was explained to have arisen from rain, and the difficulties ann delay 
experienced ill crossmg rivers, particularly the Poornah and Pynegungah, where the Post- • 
master proposed that ferry-boats should be permanently placed, at an expense of only six 
rupees per mellsem. The reply received to this reasonable and apparently very necessary From postmaster
sugg~sti0!l was, that tb~ Postmaster should hi!'e boab; as a te~porary measure wheneve,r ~e general }H~OS~e 
reqUIred them. As 'thiS officer 'cannot possibly know at Hlogolee 'Whether or not ~lt IS ~:;~r ~be Ulf840e, 
'rainingllt ElIic~poor, and if he did, could not, in a native state, at a moment's warning, find c r , 
and hIre ferry-boats; man them, and put them on tlleir wprk, the !!lame delays 'W hicfi on a' 
former occasIon Teduced the -speed elf an express from 10 to 'two and a half miles an hour, 
are stIll obstructing the post. 

'103. In no district of the Presidency has more'care and atteation been bestowed on the 
'post than by Mr. Edward Bird, the Head Assistant Collector in Nellore. Nowhere is, the 
department better conducted, and nowhere is the rate of traveU;ng higher. A very full 
description of the system followed was afforded me, and the success which has attended its 
practice there, should almost naturally have led the h~ad of the department te introduce a 
similar system in other districts. So far from this being the case, it appears that in a letter, ,Letter from Post
dated the 17th of June t850, the ~ostmaster-general expressed his entire disapproval of master of Nellore, 
the system by which such admirable results had been obtained, and recommended that it 17th December 
should at O\\ce be changed. He was of opinien that, instead of the system of reward and 1850. 
punishment, by increased or diminished pay, according to the speed maintained, " a sharp 
word, 01' possibly a few blows," were the appropriate cbecks upon tbe runners, II to fine 
such creatures being cruel. The Postmaster-general in the same letter expressed his opinion 
that jf any w]'iter,'peon or runner was absent from his station now and then, he did not 
think it necessary to raise any objection as long as he put in some one who did the duty, 
which should always be winked at," In these two instances 'Of omitting to -take activl;l 
steps to ensure the,progress of the mail, and of erroneous intel'ference"'With those "'Who were 
devoting themselves to the duty, the Government will probably see the main cause of the 

, diminished rate of speed generally throughout the Presidency. . 
87. 003 104. The 



Payment of' 
runners according 
to speed. 
From Postmaster, 
Tanjore, 17th De
cember 1850. 
From Postmaster, 
Nellore, 17th De
cember 1850. 
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104. The payment of the runners according to the s~ee? they. maintained was strongly 
recommended oy the Committee of 1838, and although It IS obVlously the most effectual 
means of accelerating the dak, it does not appear to have been very gE'nerailyadopted. 
The system has heen for a long time act~d UpOIl in Tanjore ~nd N ~l1ore, the two districts 
which have been so often quoted as standmg before all others In pomt of speed, and I beg 
leave to refer to the letters of their respective Postmasters for full details of a plan which 
it is desirable should be generally enforced. 

(True Extract.) H. Forbes, Commissioner. 

STATEMENT, showing the Mode in which the MAIL is conveyed from Station to Station in the Madras Presidency, the 
Cost of Conveyance, and the Average Rate of Speed at which it is conveyed in the Dry and Rainy Seasons. 

· Distanee Number ModI! By Contract, Annual 
Rate of Travelling. 

in of of or by Government Annual Coat. Cost 

--- Mil",. Stages. Conyeyance. Establishment. per Mile. 
Dry 

Raina. Seaaon. . . -
CA LCUl'l'A MAIL. 

M.dras to Nerrumbauk -
Nerrumbauk to Naidoopet · 
Naidoopet to Nellore - -
Nellore to RamapatAm - -
RamapatAm to Ongole - -
Ongole to Inkolloo - -
Inkolloo to &untoor - -
Guntoor to Bezorah - -
Bezorah to Ellore 0 · -Ellore to Rajahmundry 

aJahmundry to Juggemp",t;Ih R 
J 
P 
V 
B 
C 
P 
G 

uggempett;lh to Paikerowpett 
aikerowpett to Vizagapatam 
lzagapatam to Bimhpatam -
imhpatam to Chicacole -
hiea.ole to Poondy - · 
oondy to Gopautpore • · opaulpore to Chltterpore · 

CHl1.'TERPoIU: MAIL. 

!adr •• to N errumbauk -
errumbauk to Naicloopet -
aidoopet to Nellore - -
'e1lo •• to Ramapatam - · 
amapatam to Oogole -. -
ngole to Inkolloo - -

nkolloo to Guntoor 0 -
'uutoC>!" to. Bezorah - -
ezorah to Ellore . -
ll?re to Rajahmundry. ,'. 
Jalrmuudry to Juggempettah 

l\ 
N 
N 
.N 
R 
o 
1 
G 
B 
E 
Ra 
J 
P 
V 
B 
c 
P 
G 
N 
N 
o 
1\ 
11 
o 
C 
Be 
E 
E 
J 
IS 

.C 
B 
P 
G 
B 
G 
C 

ugj(empett.h to Palkerowpett 
alkerowpett to Vizagapatam 
lzagapatam to Bimlipatsm '-
imhpataln to Chicacole -

,hicacole to Poondy - · oond y to Gopauipore - · opaul}lore to Chltterpore -
'el'lumbank to Pulicat 0 · 
ell or. to Cuddapoh . -
ngo!. to Masulipatam · lasulipatAm to Madapollem -

Iadapollem to lngeram · ngol. to Cumbum - · 
umbum to Gooly - · 
zorah to Condapillay -

1I0re to Rajapore - -
Hore to lIlasuhpatam - -
uggempett to Samulcottah · 
amulcottah to Cocanuda -
ocanuda to lngeram - -
imlipatam to Viziauagram -
oondy to Kemedy _. -
opau!pore to Berhampnre -
erhampore to Nougaum -
opaulpore to Itchapore -
hitterpore to Berhampore -. 

-
· ----· · -----· -,---, 

" --· -· -
0 

· · -· .. 
· · -· --· · -· -· · · --. -· --· ---

J9 3 Runner. · -
51 10 ditto - -
40 8 ditto - -
46 9 ditto · -
32 6 ditto - -
25 5 ditto - -
40 8 ditto 0 · 
20 4 ditto - -
39 8 ditto · -
57 II ditto - -
25 6 ditto · -
38 7 ditto · -
64 13 ditto - -
17 3 ditto - -
43 8 ditto - -
57 11 ditto · · 
65 13 ditto - · 10 2 ditto - -

fl88 , 134 . - -

19 3 ditto · .-
51 16 ditto - -
40 8 ditto - -
46 9 ditto - · 32 6 ditto - -
25 5 ditto - · 
40 8 ditto - -
20 4 ditto - -
39 S ditto - -
57 11 ditto - -25 li ditto - -
38 7 ditto - -
6" 18 ditto - -
17 a ditto - · 43 S ditto - ;, 
57 11 ditto - ''\ 

65 13 ditto - · 10 2 ditto - -14 8 ditto - -
88 17 ditto - -95 19 ditto -' -
42 8, ditto - -
48 8 ditto - -66 12 ditto - . -. 

1I6 23 ditto - -
9 2 ditto - -12 2 ditto - -

36 7 ditto - -
13 2 ditto · -16 S ditto - -10 2 ditto - -
12 2 ditto - -26 5 ditto - -16 2 ditto · -51 10 ditto · -10 2 ditto - -12 2 ditto - -

1380 265 - - . 

R.. a. '1" RI. a. p. M. F. P. H. If. t. 

'. - Government 504 - - 26 8 5 5 1 12 4 1 20 
Establi.mnen t. - ditto - - 1404 - - 27 8 5 

}6 
- ditto - - 948 - - 23 11 2 - ditto • - 1020 - - 22 2 9 3 24 4 .II 0 

- ditto - - 768 - - 24 - -- ditto - - 588 - - 23 8 3 }~ 
• 

- ditto - - 720 - - 18 - - 6 38 2 510 

- ditto - - 360 - - J8 - -
}5 - ditto - - '120 - - 18 7 4 1 J~ 2 5 1. 

- ditto - 0 1200 - - 21 - 10 }4 - ditto - - 480 - - J9 3 2 3 2(1 3 1 30 

- ditto • - 720 - - 18 16 1 

}a - ditto 0 - 1380 - - 21 9 -- ditto - - 360 - - 21 2 9 632 2 7311 

- ditto - - 840 - - 19 8 6 
. 

- ditto - - 768, - - 13 7 6 

}4 · ditto - - 864 - - J3 4 8 1 37 a 7 17 - ditto - - 192 - - 19 3 2 

- 0 0 13836 - - 20 1 9 

- ditto - · 504 - - °26 8 5 6 037 4 0 9 - ditto - - 1404 - - 27 8 0 

}5 
- ditto - - 948 - - 2311 2 
- ditto - - J020 - - 22 2 9 2 16 3 712 

- ditto - - 768 - - 24 - -- ditto - - 588 - - 23 8 3 }4 
. 

· ditto - - 720 - - IS - - 317 ~ 427 

- ditto - - 350 - - IS - - }4 - ditto - - 720 - - 18 '1 4 432 2 5 2 

- ditto - · 1200 - - 21 - 10 }4 - ditto - - 480 - - 19 3 2 517 3 011 

- ditto - - i20 - - J8 J5 1 4 5 17 011 
dilto - 1380 

3 - - - - 21 9 - }3 - ditto - - 360 - - 21 2 9 6 34 8 l! 6 

- ditto - - 849 - - J9 8 6 

}4 
- ditto - · 76S - 13 7 6 -- ditto - · 864 - 18 4 8 3 19 3 6 35 -- ditto • · 192 - - 19 3 2 • - ditto - - 216 - - 15 6 10 - ditto - - 1344 - - 15 4 4 - ditto - · 1848 - - 19 7 2 - ditto - - 840 - - 20 - -- ditto • - 600 - - J2 8 -· ditto - - 1200 - - 18 2 JO - ditto - '- 2040 - - 17 9 4 - ditto - - 120 - -. 13 J) 4 - ditto • - 180 - - 15 - -- ditto - · 720 - - 20 - -· mtto - · 120 - - 9 3 8 

, 
ditto -- - 120 - - 7 8 -- ditto - - 240 - - 24 - -- ditto - · 180 15 
ditto -. - - - -- · 288 - - Jl I 3 - ditto. - 96 
d,tto '0 

- - 6 - -- - 1248 24 
ditto • - - 7 6 - - 96 
ditto -

- - 9 9 7 - - 144 - - 12 - -
- - - 25476 18 - - 7 4 



AGRA MAIL. 

Madras to NerrumbAuk • 
• 

Nerrumbauk and Naidoopet • 
Naidoopet to Nello,e - -
Nellor. to Ramapatam - • 
Ramapatam to Ongole - • 
Ongol. to Po~digul - • 
pondigul to Nacrycull. • 
Nacrycull to Hydrabad • • 
liydrabad to Secunderab.d • 
Seeunderabad to Bolaram _ 
Bolaram to Neermul. • 
l.I1eermul to Pataulah - -
Hydrab.d to Nacrycull- -
Nocrycull to Moonegull.. • 
Moonegulla to Bezorah - • 
Bezorah to Masulipatam -
liydrabad to Secunderabad • 
Secund.rabad to Sedashepet • 
Sedashepet to Gunga Kbair • 
Gunga Khair to Jaulnah ... 
Hydrabad to Secunderabad .
Secunderahad to Sedashepet _ 
Sedasbepet to Shol.!'ore -
Hydrabad to Moorsapett • 
Moorsapettto Kurnoo\ - • 
g urnoo! to Gooly - • 
Gooly tu Anantupoor. -
Anantupoor to Bartgalore -
Mominabad to Gunga Khair • 
Gunga Khair to Hiagolee -
BlDgolee to Karinga • • 
l\Ioorsapet to Muctul·. -

BOHB.t.y MAIL. 

Madr .. to Poonamallee • • 
Poonamallee to Trippasor. -
Trippasore 10 Naggery - _ 
Naggery to K"Ul'cumbaudy • 
Kurcumbaudy 10 Cuddapah -
Cuddapah to Turputty • -
Turputty to Oooty - -
Gooly to Bellary • • • 
Bellary to M unnoor - _ 
MunDoor to Danoor • -
Cuddap&b to Cumbum - • 
Dellary to Ramandroog - _ 
Ramandroog to Hurry hur -
Bellary to Kurnool • -

. 
SA",uaAR MAIl.. 

Madra. to Poonamallee • 
Poonamallee to Arcot 
A rcotto Bangalore • 
Jlaagalore to Toomkoor • 
Toomkoor to Hurryhur • 

CA""A"ORE MAIl.. 

.. 

Madras to Poonamallee • _ _ 
PoonamaUee to Arcot. _ _ 
Arcot to Chittoor • _ _ 
Chittoor to Palmanair. _ _ 
Palm.nair to Bangalor. _ _ 
Bangolor. to Seringapatam _ _ 
Senngapatam to HooDSoor. • 
Hoonsoor to Cannanore _ _ _ 
ChittoDr to Khcumbaudy • _ 
Klrcumbaudy to Naidoopet _ _ 
Arcot to Arnee _ • _ • 
Arnee 10 Tindevanum. _ • 
Sering.patam to Mysor. .. _ 
M ysore to Ootacamund _ • _ 
Serlngapatam to French Roeka _ 
HoonROor 10 Fraserpet _ • _ 
F .... rpet 10 Mercara. _ _ 
Mereara to lIfangaJore. • • 
1I1ang.lore to Honore. • _ 
HODore \0 Sil'cy _ • _ • 
Sircy to Dh ........ _ _ • _ 
CoDmpta to Sedasheghur _ _ 
Bawassy to N ugoor • • _ 
Calicuc to lIIunjery _ _ • 
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Distance 

in 

19 

" 51 
40 
46 
82 
97 
43 
70 
4 
6 

J46 
1I6 
70 
32 
66 
42 

4 
40 

131 
91 

4 
40 

16-& 
75 
63 
67 
31 

142 
32 
63 
70 
34 

1930 

12 
18 
26 
25 
84 
64 
31 
54 
31 
90 
91 
39 
65 
96 

726 

J2 
59 

136 
42 

Jl5 

Number 

01 
Stag ... 

3 

10 • 
8 
9 
6 

19 
8 

14 
I 
1 

25 
23 
10 

6 
II 

8 
1 
8 

26 
III 
1 
8 

32 
15 
12 
13 

Ci 
28 

6 
12 
14 
5 

,367 

2 
3 
6 
5 

17 
16 

6 
11 
6 

18 
15 
5 

10 
16 

135 

2 
12 
27 

8 
25 

Mode 
of 

Conveyance. 

RUnDera -

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
dilto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
dItto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
d.tto 

ditto 
ditto 
d,tto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
d,tto 
ditto 
mtto 

.. 

1-----1-- , 
364' 

12 
59 
28 
28 
80 
75 
40 
95 
6J 
3~ 
19 
46 
9 

80 
6 

27 
19 
90 

lIO 
49 
80 
34 
25 
20 

1116 

74 

3 
12 
6 
5 

16 
15 
8, 

19 
7 
6 
8 
8 
2_ 

12 
I 
4 
3, 

18 
22_ 

8 
13 
5 
4 
3' 

202 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
d.lto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
d.lto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
d.tto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto • 
ditt" 
ditto 
ditto 
.litto 
ditto 

-' 

'By Contract, Bate of TraveJJing. 

Ill" by Government Annual Cost. 

Annual 

Cost 

per Mile. Dry 
Season. Establishment. 

• - Government 
Establishl{1ent. 

- ditto-
• ditto. 
- ditto. 
• ditto. 
- ditto· 
• ditto. 
• ditto_ _ ditto_ 

• ditto. 
• ditto. 
_ ditto
_ ditto_ 
_ ditto_ 
• ditto_ 
• ditto. 
_ d.tto_ 
_ ditto
_ ditto_ 

• ditto. 
_ ditto. 
_ d.tto. 
_ ditto. 
• ditto_ 
• ditto_ 
- ditlo_ 
_ ditto. 
_ ditto_ 
• ditto. 
- ditto_ 
- ditto-
- ditto-

_ ditto
- ditto
• ditto -
_ ditto-
- ditto· 
_ ditto. 
_ ditto. 

• ditto
- ditto -
• ditto-
• ditto. 
_ ditto. 

• d.tto. 
- ditto-

• ditto. 
• d.tto· 
• ditto. 
• ditto-
• ditto. 

- • ditto-
- • d.tto. 
- - d.tto-
- - d.tto-
• _ ditto-
- - ditto-
• _ ditto-
• • _ ditto. 
• • d.tto-
• - ditto. 
'. - ditto_ 
_ _ ditto_ 
• __ ditto_ 

- • ditto. 
• • d.tto. 
• • d.tto. 
• • d,tto. 
• _ dilto. 
'. • d.tto. 
• _ d.tto_ 
- - ditto-
- - dilto. 
• _ d.tto. 
- - ditto. 

R.. ... p. lU. a. p. 
504--2685 

1404 - - 27 8 5 
948--23Jl2 

1020 - - 22 2 9 
768 - - 24 - -

1680 - - 17 5 1 
840 - - 19 8 6 

1680 - - 24 - -
120 - - 30 - -
120--20 __ 

2880 - - 19 11 5 
2184 _ - 18 13 2 
1560 _ - 22 4 6 

840 .. -264_ 
1320 _ - 20 4 11 
720 _ - 17.2 3 
120 _ - 30 - _ 
840 _ - 21 - _ 

2640 - - 20 2 5 
1824 _ - 20 - 8 

120 _ - 30 - -
840 - _ 21 __ 

2760 - - 16 13 3 
1560 - - 20 12 10 
1200 - - 19 - 9 
1320 - - 19 II 2 

480 - - 15 7 8 
2436 - - 17 2 3 
600 _ - 18 12 -

1080 - - J7 2 3 
1440 - _ 20 9 1 
608 3 II 17'14 2 

38456 3 11 19 14 9 

28 - -
28 - -
32 411 

JrI .... P. 

5 037 

}5 331 

}4 533 

J. · n 

}4' '1 38 
336 - -
504 - -
'840 - -
576 - -

2064 - -
1560 _ -

23 - 7 }4 
24 9 1 

720 - -
1200 - -

24 6 - }4 

~: i _; }4 
2 9 

720 - -
1800 - -
1680 - -
600 - -

1440 - :-
2040 - -

160dO 

336 - -
1848 - _ 
2880 - -
972 - -

2544 - -

20 -
18 7 4 
15 6 I 
22 2 5 
21 -& -

22 2 4 

28 - -
31 2 5 
21 2 9 
23 2 3 
22 1 II 

8580--2391 

336 - - 28 - -
1848 - - 3L 2 5 
576 - - 20 14 10 
576 - - 20 14 10 

1632 - - 20 6 4 
1260 - - 16 12 9 
480 - - III - -

2472 - - 26 - 4 
1176 - - 23 - 11 
720 - - 21 2 9 
432 - - 2212 9 

1008 - - 21 14 7 
204 - - 22_10 8 

1584 - - 19 12 9 
96 - - 16 - _ 

384 - - 14 3 6 
432 - - 22 II 9 

1956 - - !II II 8 
2160 - - 19 10 2 
1140 - - 23 4 2 
1560 - - 19 8 0 
720 - - 21 2 9 
480 - - 19 3 2 
384 - - 19 3 2 

23616 21 2 6 

4 

• }6 

7 2 

6 10 
5.26 

4 19 

} 4 621 

}4 417 

} 5 1 10 I 
3 6 6 

Rains. 

IL 1'. 1'. 

4 0 19 

4 0 19 

3 14 ~ 

3 2 7 

4 52 

4 21 

3 4 7 

3 -3311 

4 5 11 
447 

5 024 

4 421 

4 0 13 

4 536 

33'1 

(conti"ud) 



rAPERS RELATING rO'THE 

c.~Cl1rl\:{.I", 

N4drasto PQo~ea -

PoonamaUee to Conjeveram .' • 
Coajeveram to Arcot· • 
Arcotto ¥ ellore.. - -
Vellore to V",iembady- • 
Vaniembady to Dalampoo"1 • 
Daralllpoory to Salem - • 
Salem to Er~ode - - • 
Errede to Avanashy .. • 
Avanaahf to Coimbatore -
Coimbatore 1!0 Paulghaut • 
PaulghDut to Ponany - -
Darmnpoory to Uoyacotta~ • 
Royacollah 10 008900r I • 

Ooosoor to B"ngalore. • 
Avanashy to Coonoor - • 
Coonoor to Qotacamund • 
Coimbatore to Meloopollielll -
Coonoor to ~otigherry - .. 

Diatance 

ill 
Miles. 

12 

84 
27 
14 
'H 
47 
41 
36 
35 
26 
31 
70 
30 
21 
25 
40 
10 
15 
12 

570 

Number J 
of r 

Stages. 

,3 

6 
4 
3 
9 
9 
8 
'1 
'1 
Ii 
6 

14 
o 
4 
o 
6 
2 
2 
.2 

107 
QI1ILON MAIL, ==--:--

Madras to St, Thomas II Monot... 8 
Mount to Palaveram - -. 4 
Palaveram to Chingl.put - - 24 
Chingleput to Carangooly -. 13 
Car",gooly to Tindevanu~.. 27 
Tindevanum to Oolundoorpett • 54 
Oo)undoorpett te Keeranoor.. 29 
Keeranqor to Trichinopoly •• 50 
Trichinopoly to Cov,lputty.. 27 
Covilputty to Cottampnlty.. 23 
Cottamputty to Madura •• 32 
Madura tQ Virdooputty •• 32 
Virdooputty to Palamcottah _. 'lit 
Palamcottah to Nagereoil •• 47 
Nagercoil to Trevandrdm,' -. 43 
"l'~andr.m to. Quilon - • .. , 41 
Chingleput to Wallajahhad.. ~ 14 
Wajlaj.hbad to Gon~lve,,,,,,.... 10 
Chingleput to Sad, as - -... 19 
ChianneeumuntapuJP. WWallajaJ,had, 8 
'f",chinopoly to Errode - • '.. 90 
Cotumputty to Dmdigal ... 32 
lIi11dura to Ratllllad{ • -.. 68 
Ramnad to I'llumbem" - ~ 26 
Palamcottah to Tuticorin -, 33 
Qnilon to All.ppy - -. 55 
Alleppy to Cochin - " 35 
Cachin to Ponany - - -. 65 
Ponany to Calicu! • -. 32 
Calicul to Tellicherry - .., 43 
Tellicherry to Cannanore - - 1~ 
Cannanore to,Mangalore - - 93 
Tellicherry to Cottapal'amba -... 12 
AIkpI?Y tq, Cott)l~1IIj '- - ~ 6 

~ 
\ 
4 
3 
/I 
9 
6 
8 
5 
4 
6 
6 

15 
9 
8 
8 
2 
2 
8 
2 

13 
Ii 

n 
4 
Ii 
9 
S 

U 
6 
7 
2 

15 
2 , 

I~---~-I......---

T<\NJOaE MAIl!<. 

Madras to Mount _ .... 
Mount to Palave,'.m _ • 
Palaveram to Chingleput • 
Chingleput to, Carangooly _ 
~Ilngooly to 'l;ilJd~vIUljlQl _ 
Tindevanam to Pond Icheny • 
Pondu"her,ry to Cuddalofe _ 
Cuddalore'" Porto Novo • 
Porto N ova to Sheall y _ • 
Sheally to Mayaveram - _ 
Mayaveram to Combaconum • 
Combaconum to Tanjore • 
7aujore to TrichinolJOI)" _ 
Cuddalore to Oolundoorp.t • 
Oolundoorpet to Ahtoor _ 
Abtoor to Salem. - • 
Sheally to Tranquebar - • 
Tranquebar to Karical - _ 
Kuic .. ! to Nagor.. • -
N agore to Negapatam. -
Negapatam to CHimere Poifll -
Taujore to Negapatam • 

. ' 

- ; 

- ! 

,GRANn TOT.\L I., - -

1189 

8 
4. 

24 
13 
27 
24 
12 
18 
20 
12 
18 
20 
24 
37 
55 
32 
18 

8 
7" 
/I 

38 
53 

47'1 

8440 

, 207 

2 
1 
4 
2 
o 
4 
2 
3 
4 
.2 
3 
4 
4 
6 
9 
0' 
3 
.2 
1 
1 
6 
9 

82 

...... 

;Mode 

o~" 

RUIUl .... 

ditto 
ditto 
d,tto 
ditto 
d,Uo 
ditto 
ditlo 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
rutto 
ditto 
ditto 
diUQ 
ditto 
dittQ 
rultQ 

ditt. 
chtto 
di.t.,. 
ditto 
dit.,. 
dit-. 
dittQ 
ditt. 
dittQ 
ditto 
ditto 
d,tto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto< 
dJi1/llct 
di~., 
dibto< 
dittGI 
aitt. 
dlt~. 
ditlJc> 
dttlJc> 
d'ittGI 
ditt& 
ditto
di!itQ. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditcu 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto, 
ditto-

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
llitto 
ditta 
ditto 
ditto 
rutto 
ruttao 
ditta 
dittOt 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto, 
ditto. 
ditto, 
ditto 
ditto 
dittG 
ditt~ 

.. -.. 

.. , 

• 

II)' Cont~act,. \ 
III b)' Governmen' Annual Coat. 

Annual 

Cost • 

per lIIile. 
Dry 

Se .... n. ,E.-.b1ishmenl. 

- _ ~ GoVl!rnmeut 
Establishment. 
-dd ... '. • ,w,,,-
• <litte· 
- .lillie· 
• 411te - • 
- 4i..-., • 
- dit ... 
- ditto-
• oI,tto-
- ditlll· 
- ,""0· 
• ddto
- diuo· 
• '"lto-
- .bllto. 
- ddt.-
- ,tI.itM.. 

- ". .u11llo.-

- di.ttca-
- d,tlillt· 
- ditto· 
- d.tto· 
- ditto,. 
• ditto.
- ditto.. 
- dJ.tto.-
• ditto. 
- ditto
" ditto.
- ditto. 
• d,ttO
- ditto. 
- ditto-
• ditto
.- ditto-
• ditto-
• ditto
- ditto-
- dltto-
- ditto-
• ditto
- ditto-
- ditto. 
- ditto-
• ditto· 
• ditto. 
- ditto. 
- ditto. 
• ditto. 
• ditto. 
- ditto
• ditto-

• ditto
, ditto. 
- ditto-
- ditlo " 
• d.tlo-
• dit..,.. 
• ditto.
- ciOlto. 
• ditto. 
, diatu._ 
• ditto.
- ditto. _ 
• ditto._ 
.. l dlttol. 
, ditto_ 
- ditto,. 
• d,tto_ 
~ ditto,. 
~ ditto_ 
- ditto:. 
- dOte •• 
- ,)ltlo •• 

.. 

.. 

.. .. 

.. 

lb. 
336 

g. p. R •• /l, ". M. P ••• 

28 -

-:- }4 1008 _ .. 29 10 
840 - - 31 1 
IISS - - 20 9 1 } .. 
864 - - 19 10" 2 

]844 _ - 28 9 6 
lD92 _ - 26 10 1 

611 

2 1/ 

876 .. - 2J. 5 4 
864 - - 24 10 IJ 
576 _.- 22 2 /j 

.. S 31 

720 ... - 23 3 'I 
864 .. - 12 /j li 
480-- Hi--
588 - - 28 - -
300 ... -12--

1032 _ - 25 12 9 
288 _ _ 28 12 9 
336 4 - 22 6 4 
336 - - 28 - -_____ ---4--

13032 - - 22 13 9 

168 .. - 21~ - - } A 

168 ... - 411 - - .. 
840--3$--
3aG .. - 25 13 6 
840 ... - 3' 1 9 

1296 .. - '24 - - } 4 
720 - - 24 13 2 

1296 - - 25 14 8 } 4 
076 - - 21 IS 4 
lOl6.. - - 22 6 11 } 4 
720--2211-
720---228-

1560 - - 20 12 9 } 41 
1260 - - 26 12 11 
840 .: - 19 8 6 } 4 
840--2079 
288--2091 
288 - _ 28 12 9 
288 .. _ 15 2 6 
144 - _ 18 - -

2016 - .. 22 6 4 
648-_204_ 

1632 - - 24 - -
268 - ,_ 11 1 2 
300 __ 916 

960 _" .. 17 '1 3 
768 oj>... 21 15 1 
960 - .. J4 12 3 
480 - - 12 15 6 
672 - - 15 10 _ 
216 - - 16 6 10 

1800 .. _ 19 Ii 8 
192 - _ 16 - -
96 - _ 16 - _ ---"_.-

24792 - -120 13 7 
• ~=t==..-= 

168 
J68 
840 
3116 - -
840 
624 __ 
312 _ -
624 
624 312 __ 

624 624 __ 
912 • __ 

858 
1296 
1092 __ 

432 
288 .. _ 
144 
144 
864 
648 

21 .. -
42 
35 
25 13 6' 
at 1 9 
26 - .. 26' __ 
36 1. _ 
ar 8 2 
26' __ 
36 __ 

n 3 2 88 __ 
23" 3 _ 
23 9 _ 
34 .2 _ 
24" __ I 

86" - _ 
18 - _ 
28 12 9 
22"11 9 
12 3 7 

6 16 

12'1 

313 

4 32 

428 

637 

6 16 

'1 25 

1 19 

0)9 

- '12774 _ c:.. 2rn2 5 

- 176642 3' 11 

" '17 

4 SIS 

4 1 J9 

I 

" '26 

:I It 34 

S '1 2 

3 712 

407 

, '10 

, 'Ii 

3 It 30 

, 63IP 

4 1i-l3 
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EXTRACT from REPORT of Madras Postal Commissioner to the Government of App. (C.), No.2. 
Fort St. George, dated 23d April 1851. 

DISTRICT DAKS. 

128. the general prinfj,iple on which we propose that the postage on letters passing by 
the distl'ict dflk shall he hereafter levIed, is stated in our joint. report, Il,lld it remainll for me, 
under this head, on.ly to bring to notice the extent to which these daks are used by the 
people, the different systems under which they are managed in different provinces, and to 
make one or two suggestions for the increase of Ihe present facilities. 

, 129. The di!.'t1·ict daks had previously exist<;d fOI' the necessary transmission of the official Their origin, 
correspondence between the collectors and magistrates and all their subordinate officers. and extension. 
the dak being carried by peons of the regular establishment, as they could be spared from 
other duty, when' ill 1844 ihey were generally opened to the public. No change was then 
made in the means of conveying the mail ; the peons were still retained as a revenue or 
police charge, and, except lattfrly, in one or two districts, no debit appears in any account 
for the cost of conveying this' portion of the mll:il.. 

130. In 1848-49, the collections. made were Rs.21,734. 8. 2.; the largest sum was Collections. 
collected in Rajahmundry, where it was Rs.2,667. 9. 2., and the smallest in Ganjam, 
where it was only Rs.75. O. 6. But few districts were able to sllpply any accurate 
accou~ts of the number of letters transmitted through the means of these daks; but the 
subjoined statement for the year 1849, for such districts as had accounts to produce, shows 
sufficiently how vast a convenience the community has derived from the institution :-

Number of Letten Number of Letters Number of Letten 
sent to Places sent to Places 

oent and received. -- within the District. beyond the District. 

. 
Masulipatanr - - 16,346 15,733 -
Rajahmundry - - 47,678 8,225 84,492 

Tinnevelly - - 20,573 18,140 50,048 

Canara - - - 112,548 4,492 -
Nellore - - - 18,896 6,032 I 43,850 

Cuddalore - - 10,328 16,460 -
Madura. - - - 8,852 3,134 -

• 
• Vizagapatam - - 14,984 1,056 -

Guntoor - - - 13,317 4,190 -

When the district daks were established, it was not contemplated that they should be a source 
of profit to the State; and, provided that the Government was not called upon to contribute to 
their expense from the general revenues of the country, it was understood that the collector 
of each province was authOlized to expend on the improvement of the system any surplus 
revenue it produced. This has not been generally done. In some districts. as in Coim- And cost 
batore and Ganjam, Jft>thing whatever is expended from the I'eceipts of the district daks~ but 
the whole sum is carried to the general credit of Government i in others, the expenditure 
bears but·a small proportion to the receipts, as in Nellore, where, out of Rs. 2,457 Collection.. Exp.n .... 
collected; only Rs. 270 are expended; ill Cuddapah, where Rs.45 only are spellt 'fanjore' - 1,356 - 1,271 
on the dik out of Rs. 855, which it produces, and in Salem and Madura, where Guntoor - 1,247 • 1,131 
the expenses are respectively about 25 and 20 per cent. only of the collections. In 
Tanjol'e and Guntoor the proportions are very properly kept, aud a smaU margin of net profit 
only is retained"f .. 

131. Of the total collections in all the provinces, not quite half is expended, and Collected. Expended. 
Rs. 11,000 are carried to the Government credit. ·The Government will, perhaps, 1848-49 - 21,734 - 10,756 
be disposed to call the attention of all collectors prominently to this point, and to let it be gene-
rally understood that it is far more desirable that the village communities should have afforded 
them increa&ed facilities for postal intercommunication, than that any profit $hould accrue 
ii'om the district daks. Many officers have, in their. letters on this subject, expressed their 
earnest desire for the introduction of some improvements, often involving but a trifling cost; 
and they appear to be unaware that, although it was a fundamental plinciple of the institution 
that it should be self~supporting, it was no less so that all its receipts should be available for 
improvements in its organization. . 

132. The establishments entertained on this account in the provinces, consist almost Establishments. 
entlrelyof gomastahs to keep accounts, and peons to.deliver letters. No separately paid 
runners for the conveyance of the diks are anywhere employed, excepting in Rajahmundry 
and Guntoor, where, to a certain extent, separate runners aid the regular peons: in some 

. . 87. P P districts 



. :PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

di ' I d~k' , d b th f the regular Revenue or Police Establishments~ .A (C l. N 2 stflcts t1e a IS came y e peons 0 'h' h' . 
,pp.. ., 0. • and in others b the dak runners together with the regular mall. T e latter IS t, e case !n 

Incorporation with 
general dak not 
desirable, 

Canara. 

Letter to Comriris
sioner from Col
lector of Canara, 
dated 21st October 
1850. 

G' M I? d C th towns of which districts are generally on the dIrect mam 
andJarl'!, Ca ~ abrtan and8,ra'Ma

e
sull'patam as far as the district extends on the Hydrabad 

roa ; In olm a are, an In, hI' il 
road, there can be little doubt that this is l:I. source of ID:uc~ d~lay to t e ~egu al ma . 
The wei ht of the ordinary officidl correspondence of a dIstrIct IS yerY,comnderahle, and 
much tl!e must ve lost by the detention of the runners at each 1;ahsllda~ s cutcherrr· The 
Bonlbay Commissioner has recommended, that where the two daks ctl-exist on one lme, t~e 
district dflk shall be discontinu~d, and the whole mail he given to the regular runner;, 1.n 
this I am unable to unite, and would ratber take the opposite ~ourse, and actually prohibIt • 
the use of the regular dak. for the conveyance- of tht' ordmary correli'pondence of the 
district. 

133. Hereafter it may probably be desirable to incorpOI'ate tIle district with the regular 
d!k, to place both on precIsely the same footing, and to remove the f~rmer from the control 
of the Collector to that of the Postmaster-general; at present, thIS meal'lure wo,.ld be 
premature; the revenue and police peons would no longel' be ava}la~le for tl!e duty, and 
a vast increa.se must necessarily be immediately ,?a?e to the regul3;r dak e,;tabbshment ; but 
the institution is capable of improvement even 1ll Its present footmg, and I s~an con~lude 
th~ subject by laying before Government a few recommendatIOns for reform m partIcular 
districts. ' 

134. The annexed sketch map of the district of Canara, shows that its roads are the lines 
of traffic, and its ports the nearest places. of export for all the 'produce of the. west of 
Mysore. and of a larae part of the southem Mahratta country. 1 he export trade 10 these 
parts has lately recei:ed a great impetus by the opening of six of the principal ghats; viz. 
the Acbyle and Devamanny Ghats, leading from Dharwar anJ Hurryhur to the large sea
coast town of Com pta ; the Coloor Ghat, leading to Cundapoor; the Agoomby Ghat, leading 
to OodiVY; the Munjerabad Ghat, leading from Ballgalore and Hussan to Mangalore, to 
which also leads the Sumpajee Ghat, through Mercara from Mysore. The first two and thtl 
last are travelled by the post; but from 8irci to Sumpajee, a di~tance of 160 miles, no 
postal communication exists between Canara and Mysore by which the. merchants of the 
latter can correspond with their shipping agents. Com pta is one of the largest native towns 
on the coast; its mercantile transactions are representp.d as very heavy, and more than a 
thousand letters a month pass through its district dak office. '1'he superintendents of the 
Astagram'* and Nugger divisions of Mysore have expressed their opinion' of the great 
advantage that would result from the establishment of a. dak communication, and ,as there 
are surplus funds available 'in the district, it cannot too soon be made. 

Tinnevelly. • 135. -I also annex a sketch map of the district of Tinnevelly, showing the lines at 'present 
occupied by the regular and district daks, and those lines on which it is proposed th&.t the 
latter institution shall be est~blished. It is very desirable that the coast should,be connected 
with the inland tOWIlS, and at present there is no direct communication south of Tuticorin, 
the whole of the sub-collectorate bemg situated in that part of the province; it is also 
desirable that the inland towns should be more immediately connected, and that the whole 

tetter to Com
lI?issioner, dated 
10th August 1850. 

Guntoor. 

Guntoor. 

should have some direct means of forwarding letters to a regular post-office, and of cor
responding with other towns in the neighboUl'ing district of Madura. The surplus receipts 
in Tinnevelly, after paying all expenses, amount to between Rs. 800 and Rs. 900 a year, 
a~d ~he collector, entertains ll~ doubt, that,if sanction "ere given for putting the district 
dak IDto an effiCIent state, whIch could be done at an expense not exceeding 1,000 rupees 
per annum, the net revenue would very soon be as great. if not greater, than it is at 
present. 

1~, It has been said abov:e, that the institution is on a proper footing in Guntoor, where 
ne:u-1y the \\h~le of th.e receJpts are e~peDded on its ~stnb)ishments; but as this province 
affords a good Illustration of the pressmg need that exists for an advance beinu now made 
i~ t~e district d~k in general,. by opening I lines of communication between n~ighbouring 
dll';trl~ts, I shall take advantage of the. individual case to bring forward the general 
question. 

137. T~e follo~ing di~gra~ s~ows the geog;raphical position of the Guntoo1' collectorate 
as regards the, nelg;hhourmg dlstrtc~s of Masuhpatam, Cuddapah and Nellore, and it shows 
also, t~at ~ Imagmary boundary IlDe,between the two towns of Reypilly in Guntoor, and 
SallapIlIY,lD MQ,sullpatam, storti all dIrect post,al, communication between them, although 
not ten mdes apart, and necessItates tbe tranSD;J.lSSlOn of a letter from Reypilly to Guntoor, 
t~ence to ~ezwadah, from Bezwadah to ~asubp~tam, thence again to Sallapilly; the total 
dIstance bemg upwards of a hundred mIles. 'lhe postal means of inter-communication 

• Letters to Collector of: Canara,.dated 29tq August and 2d September 1850. 

Collection 
Disbursement 

• 

1848-49: 

Surplus 

RI. a. p. 
2,069 12 6 
1,712 U 10 

356 13 8 

between 
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between J ynacondah of Guntoor, and the town of ClimbulU, are, however, sach as to make App.(C.J, NtIo. 2. 
the case last adduced ileeQl by oolllpal'ison rapid and dil'ert; far in tilli case, anyone at the 
former town desirous of using the post COl' tbe transmission of a letter to the 'latter, must 
first forward it precisely in the opposite direction to Guntoor; thence it would proceed to 
Ndlore, thence to Cuddapab, and would reach its destination by a circuit of 232 miles, the 
direct distance between the correspondents being very t!hort indeed. 

138. It is probable that many instances equally extravagant might be adduced Crom Extension of 
every province; it is certain that the want of JDfer-communication between towns of district dlks to 
adjoining districts, not situated on a regular dak road, is a very serious evil, particularly h neighbouring 
populous and wealthy places. All collectors bave expressed themselves desirous of seeing provinces. 
these connecting links established, and thf'1 e can exist 110 doubt that they would be I'lf great 
service to the mass of the people, and tlwt the extended knowledge that they would brin'" to 
every village of the state of neighbouring markets would increase and extend their tr~de, 
and would often enable the ryott to mak.e better terms for his produce at home, or to sell it 
with profit ,abroad. It would rest with each 'Collector to 6x the points at which these postal 
links should unite their adjoining districts, alld it would probably be quite sufficient for the 
attainment of the object in view, that Government should draw their attention to the 
measure, and express Its readiness to carry out the principle on which the district daks were 
founded; namely, that the whole amount of their ,collections should be held available for 
their improvement, and that ~o 1.oJIlg as the institution was self-supporting, a surplus revenue 
was not at present looked for_ The institution is yet ill its infancy, and needs care and 
attention to bring it to a mature state; that maturity it can never reach if its resources are 
thus early drained to fiU the coffers of the State. 

139. Whenever there are surplus funds available, separate runners should he provided for Runners to bill 
the conveyance of the district daks, from which duty it is very desirable that the peons of substituted for 
the Revenue and Police Establishments should be relieved. These establishments are in no peons where 
district larger than necessity demands, and the withdrawal of auy part for extra duties practicable. 
involves the employment of unauthorized substitutes, a necessity to which the native 
functionaries are driven for the performance of their official duties. Many of the collectors 
have urged this measure, representing how much their establishments are straitened under 
present CIrcumstances, although in some instances many needless measures have been 
adopted, and the police establishment has been crippled to an extent which is quite uncalled 
for. In Cuddapah, for instance, the collector represented that 67 peons were detached for Letter to Commis
the conveyance of the dak, and with the view of raising their pay from the ordinary rate of sioner, dated 14th 
Rs. 3j to Rs.5 per mer-sem, a number of other peons were struck off the roll, and their September 1850. 
pay taken to make good the augmentation; the number thus struck off is not definitively 
stated; but as the sum to be made up is given as Rs. 100 j, it would require the pay of at 
least 27 peons, aU Rs. 36 each, to inake it good, so that the total number of peons taken for 
this work would be 94, a demand which no Mofussil establishment could afford, and still 
maintain its efficiency. 

(True Extract.) 
H. Forbes, Commissioner: 

EXTRACT from REPORT of Madras Postal Commissioner to the Government of 
Fort Saint George, dated 23d April 1851. 

ACCOUNTS. 

140. Under the head" Conduct of Business," it has been stated that all money received Inland. 
at the General Post-office 011 prepaid letters and parcels is paid to the shroff, who renders 
an account of his receipts to the checkers, and that they compare it with their own registers 
of prepaid letters. The amount thus check.ed, and found correct, is at once entered in the 
account current and daily report of postage kept by the manager and cash-keeper of the 

• office. A similar entry is made of all money pai;! in by the delivering peons as the postage 
collected on bearing letters, and this report of postage collected is daily submitted for the 
signature of the Postmaster-general. The amount of postage actually realised is alone 
entered in the credit account of all post-offices, and the sums due are shown as an outstand
ing balance. The collectIOns made at the several receiving houses on prepaid letters are 
remitted daily to the General Post-office, when the amonnt is compared with the letters 
before they ar~ sorted for despatch. 

Letter to Commis
sioner, dated lOth 
April, No. 134. 

141. The postage on steamer letters collected at the Presidency is checked and accounted Steam. 
for in a similar manner, and the amount carried in 1l separate account to the credit of Her 
Majesty's Postmaster-general. All steamer letters forwarded to the Mofi.lssil are .accom-
panied by a separate bill in duplicate of the postage due upon them, one copy of which is 
returned immediately to the General Post-office, with the signature of the local Postmaster, 
who thus acknowledges his accountability for its amount, and the other accompanies his 
general monthly account. Each Postmaster sends to the General Post-office a monthly 
statement of steam postage collected in both inward and outward letters, which is carefully 
com~red .with the abstract registers kept in the General Post-office of all letters sent, and 

'S 7 • P P 2 received. 



Letter from Post
master-general, 
dated lOth April 
1850, No. 134. 
Account currllnt. 
Journals. 
Ledger. 

Their weight. 
Abstract Registers 
A, B,C, D and E. 

Opinion of.Post
masters. 
Madura. 
Nellore. 

Masulipatam. 

Bellary (Colle?tor). 

Ootacamund. 
Cuddalore. 

Trichinopoly. 

300 PAPERS, RELATING TO TIlE 

received An acco'unt current of steam posta'ge is forwarded every quarter to London, the 
collectio~s being remitted half-yearly; and Her Majesty's Postmaster-general has exp~~ssed 
himself highly satisfied with the order and regularity preserved. , 

142. A eneral account current of all receipts and disburs~ments a,t ~he General Post-
ffi ' . g th to the Cl'Vl'l Auditor and froru thiS and SImilar accounts pre-o ce IS gIVen every mon , C' 'I A d't d th 
ared in each Mofussil offi('e, two journals are prepared for the IVI .u I or an e 

~ccountant.general' to the latter officer is also forwarded a ledger, o~ WhICh, and of the 
journal, copies wer~ annually transmitted to the Honourable Court of Directors •. 

143. The following is a list of th~ accounts w~ich are each month transmitted to the 
General Post-office from each office ID the Mofussll:-

1. Abstract Register of Letters received, A. 
2. Ditto - ditto - despatched, B. 
3. Ditto - ditto - Banghy parcels received, C. 
4. Ditto - ditto - Banghy ditto despatched, D. 
5. Ditto - '- of the above, E. 
6; Letter peons' account- one for each peon. 
7. List of forward paid letters. 
8 List of forward, bearing and returned letters. 9: Memorandum of aggregate number of letters received and despatched. 

10. Statement, showing the number of steam letters from and to Calcutta • 
• 11. Ditto - ditto - from and to Madras. 
12. Ditto - ditto - from and to Bombay. 

And the following is a LIst of General Accounts, made up from all the offices in each 
district: 

13. Account current with the General Post-office. 
14 Report of the Post-office collections, disbursements and balances. 15: Statement of the progress of the runners, and the salary paid to them. 
16. Account particular of extra charges. 
17. List of establishments. 
18. Statement of the number of Southampton steam letters sent and received via 

Bombay. 
19. Ditto - - ditto - - of Red Sea letters sent and received via Bombay. 
20. Ditto - - ditto - - of steam letters sent and received via Calcutta. 
21. Ditto - - ditto - - via Madras. 
22. Account current of postage collected on account of district daks. 
23. Collector's receipts for surplus collections. • 
24, List of dak stage.,;, 

. 25. Summary of the packet. 

144, I ascertained the weight of one set of these accounts from one Mofussil district, and 
founti it'to be 249 tolahs. Of all these accounts and statements, the first five are the most 
voluminous, and the information I have collected leads me to believe that their utility is in 
inverse ratio to their bulk; but as on a question of account and check the Government may 
naturally derive some further guide than my individual opinion, I shaH quote from the 
replies given by the Postmasters to the following question, which was generally circulated 
among them. 

it State whether by the Abstract Registers A, B, C, D and E, you could detect a. post
office writer in destroying a paid letter, and embezzling the postage (1); whether you could 
detect a system by which two post.office writers, acting in concert, could send a number of 
letters to each other for regular delivery, not entering them in the accounts, and embezzling 
th.e postage (2); and if not, !lay what is the practical use of the registers (3), and or trans
mlttmg them to the General Post· office (4)." 

., Two post-office writers might at present' carryon fraud, with very little fear of detec
tion: the practical use of the registers is to render fl'aud difficult where there is no concert." 

" 011. examin~tion, I find that no means whatever exis~ of detecting a post-office writer in 
destroymg a paId letter by reference to the accounts of hIS office. The abstract registers are. 
uf no practical use in tracing a partieular letter, and their only utility seems to eonsist in 
their showing the account of postage alleged to be received: the accounts are too voluminous 
to be subjected to regular supervision at tbe General Post-office, and even if examined no 
advantage can rej>ult fi'om such investigation." , 

" The register.,; cannot of themselves suffice to point out the party by whom a fraud ha!l 
been comullUed." , , . , 

" It is believed that the registers are practically of no use in detectina the frauds 
alluded to." • 0 

" I could not detect the cases of fraud supposed in this query." 
" The fraud could not be detected by the abstract reO'istel's; their practical use is that 

they show the number and de-cription of letteri! desi~tched from and received at' each 
station; they are useful as a record in the office, but tueir monthly transmission to the 
General ,Post·office 1 consider quite unnecessary." . 

" The abstract. registers kept are insufficient to detect the frauds and under the ·cir-
d I

,. J , 
cumstances name ,are use ess. ' 

" The 
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II The transmission of the registers to head. quarters I conceive to be unnecessary." Hyderabad • 
. " The frauds .here mentioned may be practised with impunity; they cannot be detected by Cochin. 

1he abstract registers." 
II To neither instance of fraud supposed would the abstract registers afford the slightest Mysore. 

clue." . 
" There are no means of dE'tecting the first crime if no complaints be made, and even Rajahmundry. 

then it would be difficult, and the second cannot be detected: if It be considered inexpedient 
to abolish the abstract registers altogether, their transmission to the General Post-office 
may, with propriety, be dispensed with." 

" The abstract registers would not be the means of detecting a Post-office writer." 
" The two cases of supposed fraud could not be detected by the abstract re!risfers. " 
II 1st. Detection would be next to impossible; 2d. It is not practicable

o 
to discover 

. any fraud rommitted in the way referred·to." 
" The keeping of the registers enables the Post-office writer to ascertain the number of 

letters, with their postage, received and despatched; there does not, however, appear to be 
any sufficient reason for transmitting them to the General Post-office." 

CuddapBh. 
Guntoor. 
Salem • 

The Postmasters of Tanjore and Ganjam believe that the stamped receipts given for letters Tanjore and 
would detect the frauds, which would not, however, be the case, as the receipt only acknow- Ganjam. 
ledges that the lost letter was posted, which the Post-office will admit, and does not prove 
that it was not lost on the foad, or at the office to which it was despatched, as the Post-office 
·writer will affirm; and the only officer in favour of the retention of the registers is the Post- Tinnevelly. 
master of TinnevelIy, who, however, admits, "that it might not be possible, by their means, 
to detect systematic fraud." 
• The Deputy Postmaster-general is in favour of the abolition of the registers, and it is Letter to Com

admitted by the Postmas~er-general that they are only rarely examined in the General missioner, dated 
Post-office. 10th April 1851. 

F h b · h h . b I I . CI.' I . No. 134. 145. rom tea ove, It appears t at t ese regIsters are a so ute y meuectua 10 prevent- I tTt f th 
ing fraud; that their transmi~sion to the Postmaster-general answ~~s no useful end what- ::at~~!t Re!rls~rs. 
ever, and that by almost unammous agreement of the postal authOrities they may safely be 0 

dispensed with. 

146. Of the remaining accounts, Nos. 6, 17 and 24, appear very unnecessary burthens 
both for the runners to convey to the Presidency and fOI' the offices in the Mofussil to 
prepare. The letter-peons are responsible to the office they are attached to, the head of 
which must make good any deficiency wl,ich the carelessness of a peon may cause, and 
the trallsmission to tile Postmaster-general of each pet>n's detailed monthly account answers 
no useful end .. 

147. The establishments in the Mofussil Post-offices are very seldom changed, and if if 
be necessary that the Postmaster-general should be informed of every alteration, which is, 
however, very questionable, it wOJlld be quite suffirient thaI" a letter should report the change, . 
and the monthly report be discontinued j but if the list of establishments, ·which may occa
sionally vary, be a needless document to' forward, how much more so is the list of dak stages 
which never vary at all '! From month to month a fresh copy of an old account is transmitted. 
and that its utter inutility has never occurred to the Postmaster-general, and instigated him 
to relieve the M ofusltil offices and the runners from the burthen of its preparation and con
veyance, is an additional proof of how much the general control of the department is at 
present a' mere matter of routine, and how little attention is bestowed on the practical 
working of its system. 

(True Extract.) 
H. Forbes, Commissioner. 

Appendix (C.), No.3. 

MEMORANDUM. 

Conauct of Business at the Bomba!! General Post-office, find Subordinates. . ' 

No.6. 

No. 17. 

No. 24. 

App. (C.), No.3. 

IN the Bombay General Post-office there is a Postmaster-general, on a salary of Rs. 2,000 General Post
per mensem, with a deputation allowance of Rs.10 per diem whIle 01\ a tour of inspection; office. 
and a Deputy Postmaster-general, with a salary of Rs. 500, and an allowance for house-rent 
of Rs. 15Q per month. The deputy formerly resided on the premises, but he was Bllbse-
.qnently permitted to live elsewhere, owing to the alleged unhealthiness of the Gentll'al Post-
-office.'*' 

2. The duties of the Postmaster-general include the general control of the department, and 
the 

• Note.-The present in~nmbent also draws a personal allowance of &.100 per mensem, not 
.ebuged to the Post-office deputment .• 

,87." r p 3 
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the management of the Bombay General Post-offi~; in the5e be is assisted by the deputy •• 
A "Post-office committee,· which sat in Bombay some years since. endeavoured to lay ,down 
in preClse'1el'fils whltrparticular duties should devolve on each officer, but in practice tiler 
are not accurately distinguished or divided frOID one another, the specific duties assigned to. 
the deputy depending a good deal on tht' Postmaster-genera) for the time being. 

3. In the absence of the Postmaster-general on.e. tour of' inspection, the whole of the 
duties of the Bombay General Post-office are performed by the deputy. 

4. The business of the General Post-office is divided into the following departments: 
Cash and Account. I Outward. 
Correspondence. Banghy. 
Inward. Steam and Ship. 
Posting. Pre-payment. 

5. The General Post-office consists of a centrE' building, with an upper story, and tW(} 
projecting wings of one .tory: in the right wing the business of the Inward, Posting and 
Banghy Departments is conducted; and iu the left that of the Steam and Ship and the 
Pre-payment Departments. The Cash and Account and Outward Departments are in the 
centre buitding, and the Correspondence up-stairs. 

Cash and Account. 6. The Cash and Account Department consist!! of a head accountant and cashier, an 
assistant and two clerks: the duties devolving on the head accountant and cashier, and his 
subordinates, are thus explained by the Postmaster-general: 

Accounts. 

J"ide No. 2J A. 

Yiu No.3: A. 

" His (the head accountant's) duty is, first of all, to verify the cotTectness of all postage on 
prepaid letters as entered in the book of the registrar, compared with the entries in the 
books of the despatching clerks; to see that all sums received by the shroff or receivet' are 
duly accounted for daily, and entered in the cash-book; examines the cash accounts ren· 
dered monthly by the subordinate Postmasters; drafts letters connected with the Account 
Department of the office. prepares explanationll for checks made by the civil auditor, and 
frames all returns and accounts required by the accountant-general and Govel'Oment, as well 
as the annual journal and ledger, embracing all the pecuniary transactions of the Postal 
Department. . 

.. His assistant frame'S a general cash account from the cash accounts of the general and 
sl1bordinate Post-offices, for suumission to the civil auditor, and sees that the vouchers con· 
nected therewith al'e properly numbered and endorsed; when the cash accounts are received, 
endorses them, and examines the accompanying vouchers; points out any omissions or irre
gularity; keeps a register of all contingent bills, examines and submits them for pre-audit, 
and advises the,subordinate Postmasters when the bills are returned by the civil auditor duly 
pa~sed; prepares annual ~ontrasted statement of allowance and establishment, and assists 
the head accountant in framing the annual accounts, &c.; copies and frames several docu· 
ments relating to the Account and Cash Department as current work. 

" First.clerk fralues the journal and ledger from the rohgh sheets prepared by the head 
accountant; copies the general cash account, and Qther documents for submission to the 
civil auditor, accountant-general and Government, monthly, quarterly, half-yearly and 
annually; prepares all the contingent bills of this department; copie:l annual account 
current, and.several documents as current work .• 

It Second clerk adjusts the peons' accounts of postage collected on the previous day, 
copies annual journal, monthly actual statements of receipts and disbursements, as also 
monthly registe!' of increase and decrease, and extracts from the audits for transmission to 
the subordinate Postmasters for their explanations, and generally makes himself useful."' 

7. The daily actual cash trans~.ctiollS of the several departments of the office are shown 
in an account, called the" Cash Collections Book," or daily cash account; in this book 
are entered, on the credit side, under the head of Receipts, all sums realized as postage,. 
whether for letters, newspapers. or banghy parcels, and on ship and stE'am covers. 

S. Under the head of Inward Collections are exhibited the postage realized daily by the 
window delivery, and by the delivery peons, on acco1jnt of all letters, papers and parcels 
distributed. On the following morning the peons account for the disposal of the letters, &c. 
given to them for delivery; a register is kept of the postage 011 beal·jng letters delivered to 
the peons; it shows the postage due on the covers made over to each peon every day, and 
the balance due on any letters remaining undelivered; this is carried forward to the next 
day's accoupt, and the total posta:ge Oil all the Jetterli delivered, paid over to the cashier; the 
amount received 011 bearing letters delivered at the window, is paid every day to the shroff of 
the office, who passes a receipt for the amount on the window-book. 

9. A: register is also kept, showing how all the bearing1etters received in the office have 
been disposed of. but, as now kept, it merely exhibits the number of letters, and not the 
postage due on them; on thi~ subject" the Postmaster-general says, "The column (that 
mte~ded to sh~w the postage) IS left blank, because it has been found that to fill it up would 
reqUlft' very mlOute ~nd {!arefu~ examination, thus causing great delay in the delivery of 
lett~rs; a ~lmple regIst~r, showmg the number of bearing letters received, and how disposed 
of, IS conSIdered jlufficlent; and to attempt more than this is impossible with the present 
liw.itcd estahlishment in the I.nward Department." 

10. A more perfect system for registering all letters pa;sing through the office was formerly 
. • attempted ~ 
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attempted; but it, Mr. Ravenscroft states, " had to be abandoned, because it was found to A pp. (C.), No.3. 
involve more ]\lbour than could be spared from other work, and to ~ause delay, by reason of 
the necessity of examining the peons' books daily." 

, 11. Under the head of Outward Collections are shown the daily receipts on account of aU 
letters, papers and parcels, the postage of which is paid in advance, posted at the General 
Post-office~" and at the four subordinate receiving houses; a nominal register of all covers 
on which the postage is prepaid, is kept in a book set apart for the purpose in the office; on 
the following day the registry clerk examines the hooks of each despatcher, and tests the 
entries in them by those in his register of paid covets; the amount, after being found to be 
correct, is paid over by the shroff or receiver to the cashier of the office, and he pays it with 
other monies received in the course of the day into ~he Bombay bank_ 

12. The I'ostmaster-general remarks on the subject of paid letters-" Under such a system 
it is impossible that it paid letter can be made away with in thHI office, unless the receiver, 
the regis~rar and the despatcher comLine; such a combination is not likely to take place; I 
have never known an instance in \\hich a paid letter has been made away with." 

, 
13. Steam and shtp postage is collected and kept distinct from inland po!>tage: the amount 

paid over to the cllshier dally by that department of the office is separately shown In the 
cash collections book; but the clerk in charge of the Ship ,DepartQlent renders an account of 
the collections only once a month. Any other receipts in cash, such as registration fees, Vide No.8, B. 
&c., are brought to account in this book. 

14. On the debit side are exhibited the daily cash disbursements; such as payments to 
mail contractors, salary to e~tablishment, Sic.; and the balance of cash remaining jn hand at 
the close of the day, both in deposit in the Bank. of Bombay and in hand, is struck, and 
carried over to the next day's account. 

15. This account is written up and adjusted every day, and is signed by the 'Postmaster
general, or, in his absence, by the Deputy. 

16. T"o monthly cash accounts are prepared at the end of the month; the one is the 
account ot'the General Post-office itself; the other, which is rendere:l to the civil auditor, is 
a general account which embodies the accounts of the Bombay office, and the monthly 
cash accounts of the subordinate postmasters, all of whom submit their accounts through 
the Postmaster-genera~. 

17. A monthly statement of all
t 

receipts and disbursements in the postal department is 
likewise rendered to the Accountant-general, to whom also,is submitted annually the journal 
and ledger~ Which embody all the cash accounts, with the receipts and charges classified 
tinder appropriate heads. , 

18. In the Bombay General" Post-office great attention is paid to the steam postage Steam Postage 
accounts, and the subordinate offices are made duly to account for the steam postage on all Arcounts. 
letters despatched and received by them. 

19. The letters to be despatched from Bombay to other offices are first of all entered in 
letter bills,t of which files are kept in the office for register; these are, after the letters 
have been despatched, divided into Pr~s.jdencies, and arrangerl alphabetically, according to 
post-offices, and from them statements are prepared, one for each Prfsldency, showing the 
name of the office to which stealU letters were sent, the date of the letter bills accompanying 
them, the number of letters sent, and the amount of postage due; and the totals of these 
show the aggregate number of letters, and the postage to be recovered from each PresI
dency. 

20. A me,morandum is prepared in the General Post-office, showing the number of letters 
bearing postage received by the' Overland Mail, and the postage due on them; below this 
is entered the way in which the whole of these have been "disposed of; the number put 
down as having ~een forwarded to post-offices under other Presidencies being taken from 
the statements above adverted to. 

21. On the return of the duplicate let~er bills, these statements are checked by them, and 
any discrepancies noticed and adjusted. 

22. For lettel s on which steam postage is prepaid, in hke manner, four books are kept in 
the Bombay office, one for each Presidency. In these are entered the number and postage 
of all prepaid letters received from each post-office 'under each PI'esidency; these are added 
up on the despatch of the mail, and the amount due by each Presidency is struck. From 
these, statement!! are prepared once a month, and sent to the Postmasters-general of the 
other Presidencies, showmg the amount of postage for which the Bombay Office tak~s 

credit, 

• Note.-The postage received on paid letters posted -at tbe Receiving-bouses, is sent in with the 
letters, and a list, every day, to the General Post-office. 

t Note.-These letter bills are sent ill duplicate to all Post-offices under the control of the Post
masters-general of Bengal, Madrali lind tbe North-western Provinces, in order that one may be 
.returned duly receipted to the Office of Dispatch, and the other accompany the Steam Postage 
Accounts submitted by the Post-office to the head of its department. 

87· . p p 4 
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credit, on account of letters despatched prepaid by a.ll the office~ under their cont~ol, a!ld 
'similar monthly statements of unpaid letters sent to. .post-offices 10 the other Presidencies 
are forwarded to the respective P&stmasters-general.l~ order that they may, see that,the 
amount due on such letters is recovered, and duly credited to the Bombay Office. 

23. Each postmaster subordinate to the Bombay Office prep'ares and submits to the
General Post-office a monthly account of steam postage. In this he enter~ the number 
and ostage of all letters received by him frofu a!ld despatched to the ~resldency towns; 
he aads to this the postage on forward letters received from other offices, and deducts that 
due on letters sent to othel' offices, transmitting. thei~ ret';1rn chellans as vouchers ;- and the 
net amuunt shown must agree with that credited In hIs cash account under the head of 
Steam Postage. 

24. These statements are examined in the General Post-o~ce, and co~pared wi~h the 
lists kept there, and those received from the other Presidencies, and all discrepancies are-
noticed and corl'ected. . 

25. An abstract of steam postage realized at the Bombay General Post-offi:e on bearing 
letters received, and on paid letters despatched, is prepared ev~ry month III ~h~ Steam 
Department of the office, and made over to the acconnlant. This abstract exlllbits sepa·, 
rately the amount of postaoe collected in the office on the aflival and despatch of cach 
overland mail, and to and fr~m China (by the Peninsular and Orie~t~l Company's ~teamers), 
as well ,as the sums realized during the month on account of remammg letters delivered. 

26. At the foot of this abstract a memorandum is prepared from the statements furnished 
by the Poslmasters-general of Bengal and Mad.'as, showing ~he amoll!1t of steam postage 
due on bearing letters sent from their offices to Bombay and Its subordmate offices. 

27. The accountant compares the items entered in the above abstrac~ with the amount 
sllown in the daily accounts as paid by the Steam Department to the cashIer; the total sum 
exhibited in the abstract is then carried in the accounts to the head of steam postage, and 
the Postmaster-general of Bombay is debited with the amount shown to be due to the 
Bengal and M adras Pres~dencies; the IItatemflnts furnished by th~m being first of all 
examined, and any discrepancies noticed and adjusted. . 

28. Quarterly abstracts of steam postage due to the Bengal and Madras Presidencies are
prepared and furnished to the Accountant-general for submission to the Accountants-general 
of those Presidencies. 

29. Monthly statements of receipts and disbursements are also furnished by tbe Post
master-general to the Accountant-general. In th~se the aggregate amount of steam postage· 
collected in Bombay and at the subordinate post-offices, as shown in the cash accounts, and 
accounts ('of ste~m post,age, whIch accompany them, is entered under the head of Steam 
Postage CollectIOns. - . 

30. This amount, together with that realized at the other Presidencies 011 account of 
Ullpaid steam letters, rflceived and paid letters despatched via Bombay (of which their 
Accountants-general inform him) is remitted, by the Bombay Accountant-general, to Her 
Majesty'~ Po;tmaster-general in London; the Accountant-general furnishes the Post
master-general 'with a statement, sbowing the amount remitted on account of realizations 
at each Presidency; and he takes credit for it in his quartel'lyaccounts'with the London 
office. 

31. A separate nominal register is kept of for~ard and returned letters, received from 
other offices, showing how they have been disposed of. From it four statements are pre
pared once a quarter, one for each Presidency; t~e.se ar~ sent to. the ~ostmastel's-general, 
who take credit for the amount of postage exhIbited In them, 10 theIr accounts witb the 
Bombay office. 

32. As no accounts are received from the P~st-offices of Hong Kong Singapore Penang 
and Colombo, credit is taken in tIle quarterly accounts rendered to th~ London ~ffice, for 
the stea~ postage of letters forwarded to them, and the return duplicate letter bills are 
transmitted as vouchers for the amount debited on that account. 

33. A~ account current is kept and furnished quarterly to the London General Post-office. 
On one Side the Bombay General Post· office ~s d~~ited with the amollut of steam postage 
d~e on letters sent_to or despatched from Inc1ia 'Ina Bombay, and on the other it is credited 
wIth the amount of postage on British and Foreign letters passing throuo-h the General 
Post-office to and from all places eastward of India, on mis-sent re-dir;'cted dena and 
returned letters, and with the remittances made to London during th~ quarter' a' balance is 
then struck, and brought forward in next quarter's accounts. ' 

34. The elltr.ies on the debit side are suppor'tM by vouchers sbowinO' the sums due on' 
the letters.t:ecelved or despatcbed dur~ng ,the quarter, which must agree :ith the entries in 
the letter bIlls and those o~ the credit side; by vouchers showing the amount credited to 
Bombay, on all.covers passmg through. t?e ~eneral Post-office to and from places to the 
eastward of IndIa (on such covers credIt IS gIVen to the Indian Office, at the rate of 4d. on 
every letter, and 2d. on every newspaper); by vouchers showing the postage due on mis-

sent,. 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &c. IN INDIA. 

sent and misdirected lettel't=, forwarded to other offices, and ·on dead letters returned to A (C) N 3 pp. ., o. • 
England, &c.; and by a voucher showing the sum remitted during the quarter, by bills 
drawn on the Honourable elmrt, in favour of Her Majesty's Postmaster-general. 

35. A memorandum,fl'om the Postmaster-genera! will be found in the Appendix in further Marked C. 
explanation of the accounts of steam postage kept In the Bombay office. 

36. The COrl'espondence Department employs three clerks, who attend from 10 A,M. to Correspondence. 
5 P.M" and conduct the duties usually appertaining to the copying and recording of letters 
de!lpatched al'ld received, &c., &.c. 

37. ·The duties of the Inward Department are performed by a head clerk and seven Inward. 
subordinate clerb, who altend e'tery day from 7 A.M. to 3 P.M. All mails from the interior 
of India are opened, sorted and distributed in this department. On the arrival of the mails 
the hour is noted; .the packets are then weighed, and compared with the lists and telegraphs. 

3S, The packets are next opened, and their contents compared with the chellans; letters 
and papers are sorted into" Hearing," " Paid," " Free anil Service;" they are then stamped 
with the date of receipt in the Gen~ral Post-office, containing also the letters A,M. or P. M., 
according as they are intended foJ' the morning or afternoon delivery. 

39. They are next sorted into the diffel'ent beats of the delivery peons,.* letters uSllally Vide No.1, A. 
delivered at the window being separated from the rest; these are entered in the window-
book, and made over to a clerk for delivery; the others are registE-red in the peens' books 
(these books show the names of the addressees, and amount of postage due in the case of 
bearing letters, and the station from whence the letters were received, and there are columns 
for the receipt of the party, and also to show how any of the letters not delivered were dis-
posed of); this being accomplished, the hour is noted in each Delivery Book, and the peons 
start frolll the office. 

40. The covers to bll delivered at the window are sorted into pigeon-holes, according to 
their addresse!'; the principal merchants, houses of agency, the banks and newspaper pro
prietors have each a pigeon-hole, and the public offices in Bombay also; and as the window 
delivery is generally made before the delivery peons leave the office, any person calling for 
his letters is able to receive them at the window, instead of allowing them to be taken to 
his house by the peon whose duty it is to deliver letters in his neighbourhood. There is a 
separate window in this win~ .of the General Post-office for the delivery of paid and bearing 
letters, and another for service ~nd free letters. 

41. Forward letters are registered hel'e, and made over to the Despatch Department; 
the chellaulls received with the inward mails are registered in a separate book for each lme. 
and subsequently ret~rned to the despatching offices. 

42. A register is kept of all bearing letters, in which the number of letters received from 
each line every day, and the mode in which they have been disposed of, is shown; but, as 
already stated, the amount of postage due is not entered; there is, therefore, no account 
forthcoming from which the total postage .to be acco:lllted for on all the bearing letters 
received in the office for delivery can be ascertained . • 

43. The register of the letters delivered at the window, and of the bearing letters deli-
vered to the peons, showing the postage for which they are accountable, is kept in this 
department; it is adjusted every day, and no'balance, except on account of the postage on 
undelivered letters in their possession, is allowed to remain with them. 

44. The Postmaster-general states, in reply to some questions I put to him in connexion 
with this subject-" The accounts and books are carefully examined daily and monthly by 
the head accountant and casMer, and occasionally by the Postmaster-general and the 
Deputy. 

" No instances of fraud have ever been reported to me, nor am I aware that any have ever 
occurred. 

"There are two classes of forward letters, those received here for despatch by land to 
other parts of India, and those received for despatch by sea. These forward letters are all 
relTistered in the Inland Department. On those intended for despatch by sea, no postage is 
re~overable in Bombay; and with respect to those despatched by land tQ o~her parts of India, 
the postage due thereon being recoverable at the place of delivery, and notin Bombay, we 
llave no means of knowing whether the postage is or is not realised. 

"The superintendent of the Inward Department keeps a memorandum of the number 
and amount of postage leviable on all unpaid letters, &0. made over to the office window 
delivery clerk, and examines the delivery book every day, the postage being paid to the 
shroff, who passt's a receipt for the same. 

" The superintend!'nt and the clerks are a check llpon each other; but if they all combine, 
which I think is scarcely possible, to embezzle, there is no check against their doing so . 

.. Yes; a receipt is given (for letters transferred to the Ship Department), bpt it does not 
show the amount of postage either paid or due on such letters. 

" Letters 

• Note.-}!or t~e morning delivery there are 17 peons; and for the afternoon 9. 

Si· Q Q 
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App., {c.), No. So "Letters transferred to the Ship Department. for ~espatch seavyard. are all pre-paid; 
.. , ~ sometimes bearing letters are received, ,Ind wp.en thIs occurs, winch IS very i1e!dom, the 

Postmaster at the inland post station is, written to, to recover the postage (which ought 
always to be pre-paid) from his clerk, . 

"A simple recejpt is given for aU dead, refused a~d unclaImed letters; all sach letters 
originally received from Europe are returned periodically to the London. General Post
office. and the Indian postage due on them is lost t? the State. there b~mg n~ means ~f 
recovering it. With respect to dead. refused and unclalln('d letters posted III India for deh, 
very in India, a register is kept of the~ in the Dead Letter Off!ce, and t~e pt>stage, whell 
recovered, is paid to the shroff of this office, the account bemg exammed by the head 
accountant, With (he view of establishing a more effective check, I have directed that all 
the dead letters, &C. be numbered and registered alphabetically; and that a returh be ren
del'ed monthly. showing the number received and dis pOlled of, and ~be balan~e on hand. 

,. With respect to letters for the GovernOi' and staff, they are delrvered dady to a trooper, 
with a memorandum showing the amount of postage due thereon; the amount, when paid, 
is carried to the credit of Government; as regards letters' not called for,' a register is kept, 
i~ which the date of delivery is marked, and the register is examined monthly by the head 
accountant .. 

" Letters are transferred from tbe Inland Department to the Ship, the Overland and the 
Desp~tch Departments. With respect to letters transferred tl) the Ship Department, there 
is no responsibility, as they are returned to England. As regards those transfened to the 
Overland Depal'tments, the tesponsibility rests on the superintendent, who keeps a 
detailed register~ which is examined monthly. In. respect to those transferred to the Des
patching Uepartments, there can be no responsibility beyond that of despatching them, the 
postage being recoverable at the office of receipt. 

II 'fhe na.tive letters, or }ett~rs, addr~se~ in the native language to natives, are made over 
to the havIldar, whose duty!t IS to dIstrIbute them a.!ll0ng the delivery peons. in whose 
puttees ,or books they are registered., A memoran~um IS kept of the number delivered to 
the havddar. and that memorandllm IS compared WIth the peons' delivery books. I aUl nol 
aware that a more effective check can be established." 

45. The Deliver)' Department of the General Post~ffice cODsists of 30 peons, who wear 
badges, numbered from 1 to 30; of these, 17 belong to the mornino- delivery and nine to the' 
afternoon delivery j olle is assigned to the secretary's office one t:. the harbour and two to 
distributing ship letters in the fort. ' , 

46. These peons receive Rs. S each, and are able to read and write the native IanO'uaO'e 
but are not R<:quainted with English. • I:> "" 

. 47. The town and island of B,ombay is, for the purposes qf delivery, divided into the follow
mg beats or walks, fo\' the mornIng and aftel'Doon deliveries :_ 

MORNING DELIVERY. 
Nc>.ofBadge, No. of Peons. 

1. Colaba - ~ 1 
2, 3, 4, 6'}F t 

6 lit. 7. or - 6 

8. Esplanade 1 
14 & 15. Girgaulll, Mohaluxinee} 

and Malabar Hill _ 2 
12. Kalbadavee and New} 

Town _ _ _ 1 

11. Moombadavee - - 1 
13. Kazee Molla and Bendy 1. 1 

Bazar - - -J 
9. Memon Bazarand Man-l 

davee _ _ ~ 1 
10. Boree Bunder and Ma-} 

zag on _ _ _ 1 

16. Byculla and PareU - 1 
17. Chuncbpoo~ee and Sevree 1 

Secreta.ry's ufficE: - _ 1 
At ihe Harbour - _ 1 
For distr~buting Ship} 

Leiters In the Fort _ 2 

Add 
21 

- 9 

- 30 -

EVENING DELIVERY. 
No. of Peons. 

- 1 

3 

EspiJ.nad~ - - - - ~ 1 
Girgaunl, Mohaluxinee and Mala-} 

bar Hill _ _ _, _. _ 1 

Kalbadavee and New Town - 1 

Moomwdavee - none 
Kazee MolJ.a. and Bendy Bazar - ditto 

Memon Bazar nnd Mandavee - ditto 

Boree Bunder an1 Mazagon 1 

ByculIa, P~rell and Chunchpooglee 1 

9 

48. A map, showing the limits of each peon's walk is kept l'n the G 1 P ffi ' enera ost-o ceo 

f1
49t't Frolm2tdhej,above'tihit.willl beFseen, tlhlal out oft.he 3~peons employed for the distribution 

o e ers, elver WI n t le art wa salone; VIZ., SIX for the mornin d r h Ii 
the afternoon, one for the secretary's office, and two for ship leUe g .. eh~vl ery

l
, t re.e or 

rs; w 1 e t lere IS no 
second 
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second delivery at all in three very important divisions of the native town' viz., Moom- App. (C.), No.3-
badavee, Kazee Molla and Bendy Bazar, and Memon Bazar and Mandavee. ' 

50. Some of the walks are of very great extent, as well as at a great distance from the 
General Post-office, peons Nos. 14,15,16 and 17 particularly; no accelerators are made use 
of, and, except 011 the arrival of the Ovedand mail, when letters to some influential parties 
are sellt out in bnggies, the whole deli\'ery is made on foot. . 

51. The wst delivery is made as soon as the mails received durin'" the night and the 
morning Poona mail, which brings the most important postsfl'om the Calcutta, M~dras and 
southern lines, have been sorted and prepared; it take5 about two hour~ to prepare the mails 
for delivery; the peons generally leave the office between mne and ten; and the second 
delivery is made at 3 P. N. 

52. The peons who deliver letters in the Fort, on the Esplanade and Colaba (Nos. 1 to S) 
retUnl to the office the sam~ evening, the others not till tpe following morning. • 

53. The delivery pelJllS are not allowed to give credit, and must, on their return to the 
office, produce either the postage on letters delivered, or the undelivered letters themselves. 

54. The duties of the posting department are performed by four clerks, two of whom Posting. 
attend from 10 A. M. to 6 p. M., one from 11 A. M. to 7 P. M., and the fourth from 1"2 to 7 
P. M.; the manner in which the business is conducted is as f"lIows!-

55. Letters and newspapers fol' despatch to places in India are posted in the right winO' of 
the building; three windows are set apart for the purpose, one for paid, one for bearing, ~nd 
the other fOI' service al}d free. 

56. They are brou~ht to the office by the senders or their servants, accompanied, for the 
most pari,<by a dawk book, or slip of paper, in which the address of each cover is separately 
entered; and the receiver has to am,., a stamp opposite, or on each address, in token of 
receipt, and in the ea~e of paid letters insert the postage. 

57. Paid letters are receiyed by the shl'off of the office, who is responsible for the due 
collection of the p0stage; he stamps them, and marks on each the amount of postage paid; 
they are then made over to the registrar, who copies the addresses into a book for the purpose, 
with the amount of postage on each, and then puts them into a box, finally making them 
over at t.he proper time to the despatching clerks, each of whom takes such as belong to his 
particular line. 

5S. The bearing letters and papers are received by a clerk at the windo~; while another 
clerk receives frt:e and service covers; they stamp and sort them into a box containing eight 
compartments, correspe>nding with the eight lines of post into which the business of the 
Despatch Department is divided, and they are afterwards taxed by the despatchers; letters 

, intended for local delivery, posted at the General Post1>ffice, are not dropped into this box, 
but a.re kept separate, and, if posted b~fore 3 P. M., are sent out with the afternoon 
delivery. 

OutWQ7'd Department • . 
59. In this department nine clerks are employed, who attend from between 11 A. M. and QlltwaJ·d. 

noon, and remain till their mails are despatched from the office. 

60. The business of the General Post-office, as far as the despatch of the Inland Mails is 
concerned, is divided into the eight following lines, to each of which, with the exception of 
the north-west line (to which, owing to the heavy duties belonging to it, two clerks ale 
attached), one clerk is assigned :-

1st. Guzerat and Srinde. 5th. Calcutta. 
2d. Southern Konkan and Madras. 6th. Dharwar and Colombo. 
3d. The North Western. 7th. Nagpoor, and 
4th. Poona and Hydrabad (Deccan). sth. Mhow. 

61. The despatching clerks in the afternoon take the letters from the box into which they 
have been dropped by the receivers, and carry th~m to their tabl~s, VI here th~y weigh and 
tax the LearinO' letters, and arrange them accordmg tl) the :statIons for whIch they are 
intended' they are then numerically registerE:d and entered in a chellaun, after which they 
are made' up into packets, together with the .paid letters, &<:. ; .the packets are then weighed, 
and put into wallets, a telegraph accompanymg each, speclfymg the hour of despatch and 
the number of packets and wallets for each line. 

62. A memorandum from the Postmaster-general, in explanation of the chellauns and Marked D. 
tfille<Tl'aphs in use in the Bombay Post-office, will be found in the Appendix. • 

, '" 
63. 'When the chellauns are returned from the Post-offices in the interior, they are com

pared by the despatching clerk with his book, and an entry made of the date f¥ receipt 
of the mail at the. station from which the chellaun is returned. 

Q Q 2 Ballgky 
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Banglty Department. 
. ' f the office for the receipt of all banghies, 

64. A window is set apal't in ~he rJ,ght WI~g t re-paid parcels; and bearing and ~ervice 
paid bearing and service; a register Ihs d ep 0 p 
ban 'bies are also reIYistered as despatc E' • 

g "" t t each station' in it are entered the address, 
65.' A cbellaun accompanies the parcels sen, 0 of each arc'el and a duplicate of this is 

the weight, and whether paid, beari1ng or,serv~ce, ed duly ~eceipted, on the arrival of the 
sent on by letter dawk. The chel aun IS re urn ' 

parcel. • d r fi out-stations are entered in a book kept for 
66. Banghy p~rcels received, fc:: e IverY

t 
r~mostage and whether bearing, paid or service, 

the purpose, their address, welg t, amoun ~ p them' are' returned receipted by letter mail. 
being given, and the c,hellauns ,accompany:ng k and are disposed of in the same manner 
The parcels are entered In the ~ehvery Pleobns, boo. s~I rly accounted for' they are delivered 

) tt the I)o,<:tage on bearmg parce s emg SImi a • I 'd b' as e ers, .. ~- h ak t 1 tt rs' this the Postmaster-genera consl ers 0 1ec-
by the same peons w 0 t e ou e e , 
tionable. 

.r I k ' th Banghy Department· the head clerk receives R,~. 55 pel' 
67 There are lour c er SIne , . el 

mens~m the three others Rs.30, Rs.15, and Rs. 10 respectiv y. 

68. ;he Shi and Steam Departme,nt and the Pre-payment Depa~tment, which is, properly 
k' It f't are in the left wmg of the General Post-office, four clerks are employed 

~peah I~g, a par °d I fi' 'n the latter' but on the arrival of the Overland mail the whole 
lD t e .ormer an ve I , 
strength of the office assists in its disposal. 

69 The Overland mail it was originally intended should be landed from the .Custom
hous~ Wharf, at the back of the General Post-offife; owing, however, ,to the la~dIng place 
not being approachable at all times of tide, and for other reasons, the malls are now generally 
I ddt the Apollo Pier distant a few hundred yards from the office; from thence the 
b:xe~ a~e brought on me~'s heads: so~e- saving of time might pos~ibly be effected by the 
employment of a light horse-van for thiS purpose. _ 

70 On the arrival of the Overland mail in the office, the boxes are brought into the large 
centr~ room where they are counted, to see that they agree with the number entered in the 
time bill3 they are then opened, and the letters and papers distributed to the proper depart-
ments for disposal. 

71. In the Steam and Ship Office all paid letters and newspal?ers for reside~ts in Bombay 
are sorted; and in' the Steam Pre-payment Offi~e (another room III the same wmg) the let~rs 
received from En~land vi~ Southampton, bea:n~g steam P?stage, and those from Foreign 
Europe via Marsetlles, and from Egypt, are disposed of, bemg first counted, and the amount 
charged on them compared with that entered in the letter bills. 

72. As soon as the letters have been sorted alphabetically, according to address, and 
arranged, the outer door is opened, and the window delivery commences, separate windows 
being assigned for paid letters and for those bearing postage; aU letters not so disposed of, 
are afterwards given to the peons for delivery. 

ride No.9, B. 73. The paid letters are not registered in the pepns' puttees or books; the Postmaster-
general stating, that " to register them would take up more time than the impatience of the 
community would tolerate;" the bearing letters are entered in the peons' registers, with the 
amount of postage to be collected; on the return of the peons to the office, they deliver 
their accounts to the steam department, and their collections are made over to the shroff, 
whose receipt is taken: the undelivered letters, after being advertised, are, after a period of 
six months, if the addressees are stilLundiscovered, returned to the London General Post
office, and credit taken fur their postage in' the quarterly accounts. Steam paid letters for 
out-stations are made over to the despatching clerks, to be forwarded in the same manner as 
ordinary letters; those bearing postage are despatched with steam letter bills, ill which their 
number ,and amou~t, of postage du~ are entered; on the la~eJ of each packet the inland 
p<?stage IS n?ted; It IS alsl? entered In the gener~l chellaun, which the despatching clerk sends 

Vide No. 10, B. With the mall to each station; and an account IS afterwards made out showing how all the 
bearing letters received by the Overland mail have been disposed of. 1 

7~. In the Steam and S~ip Offi~e all Overland unpaid letters posted in Bombay, and 
received fro~ all ports of India, are disposed of; they are first sorted into two divisions' ooe 
'. " Ma se II "th th '. "S th .. h " ' , vh,a d .. Lr Id es~, de ~ Me~ viJa

l 
ou ,~mhPton, t ese agalll bemg subdivided into two 

Vide Nos.! & 2, B. ea s, on on an ,Isce aneous; t ey are then made up into packet~ 01' 50 letter" 
each. and labelled, packed In boxes, and despatched with the proper jetter bills. 

rule No.3, B. _ 75, In this ?ffice also !e~ters r~c~iv.ed from a!,d posted for despatch seawards are dispose.! 
of; on the arnval of a ~hlp,s mall! It IS opened and cpmpared with tbe certificate or Jetter 
blIl usually accompanymg It; or If there be no biIl the letters are co ted d ' t , h I tt th . ' U!l ,an a rer61p 
given; tee ers are en stamped, w~lghed and .taxed, and entered in a book ke t for the 
purpose; such as are called for, are dehvered at the window and the t d p t th 
d I' b' fi d ' , ,res ma e over 0 e e Ivery peons, emg rst entere 10 their puttees. , 

Vide No 4 B 76. Letters, &c, received for despatch seawards are stamped when p t d d k 'II 
Vide No~.5 &'6, B. opportunity offers; when they are made up into packets and sent on b~ e d,. an eptttbi ,an . ar , a recelp emg 

taken 
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• taken f01' themail.alistiskeptofthecontentsofeachmail.andaletterbillaccom-App.(C.).No. 3. 
,panies it. 

77. Letters received from and despatched to China, and settlements to the eastward, are Vide No.7, B. 
likewise disposed of in the ship office; they pay what is called " British Packet Postage;' 
analogous to steam postage; each mail is despatched with a letter bill, which is sent by the 
receiving office direct to the General Post-office, London. 

78. During the rainy srason, when the mid-monthly mail is discontinued, packets are 
made up in this office to meet the Peninsular and Oriental steamer at Madras; a register of 
such of these letters as are posted in Bombay is kept. 

79. In the Steam Pre-payment Office all pre-paid letters for England vid Southampton and 
for Foreign Europe and Egypt are posted, and those received from out-stations disposed of. 
These letters are stamped " India paid," and the postage levied, marked on them in English 
currency. Letters for the United Kingdom are tied up in bundles, each valued at 51., and 
the total amount of postage is entered in the letter bill: the postage realized in this office is 
paid over daily to the shroff, who passes a receipt. 

80. Letters for Foreign EUI;ope via Trieste, for places in the Mediterranean, and for Alex
andria, are put into the Alexandria box; and those for Cairo, Suez, Bagdad and the Persian 

. Gulf, in the Suez box; the amount of postage collected on these letters is entered in the 
letter bilI. 

81. In respect to steamer and ship mails, the Postmaster-general states-" Beyond the 
stamp given to the posters, there is no guarantee that the number (of letters) posted in Bom
bay, or received from the interior, are actually despatched. But every precaution is taken; 
they are locked up carefully, and as they are sorted in a large room, where a number of 
persons are employed and constantly moving about, I have no reason to believe that any are 
abstracted, though they certainly migbt be so, by a person dishonestly inclined." 

" A ship mail is always opened by the clerks in presence of the superintendent of the Ship 
Department, and unless they all combine, which is very unlikely, no embezzlement can take 
place. Should they combine, there is no possibility of preventillg embezzlement." 

" AU ship letters are registrred in a book kept for that purpose, and such register is com
pared by the superintendent with the peons' delivery books, and such registel' is examined 
monthly by the head accountant." 

82. The steam postage accounts explained above, under the head of " Accounts," are pre
pared and kept in this department. 

83. The travelling returns of all the, inland mails, though quite unconnected with the pre
J'ayment of steam postage, are examined, and the monthly statements, for submission to 
Government, prepared by one of the clerks of this department, who also keeps register 
-books of all the road telegraphs. 

84. There is no separate dead letter depa'rtment in the Bombay General Post-office; the Dead Letters. 
dead letters are in charge of the Ship Department. All rejected and unclaimed letters, as 
well as those for parties wbo cannot be found, remaining undisposed of in the inward depart-
ment, are made over to the Ship Department; the two latter classes are advertIsed in the 
Government Gazette every tluee months, and the former are opened to be returned to the 
sender. -

85. Letters addressed to natives in the native language are not advertised; the Post
master-general states _,e The inutility of publishing the addresses of such letters in the 
Government Gazetle must be obvious, as that publication is not likely to be seen by the 
obscure persons in the interior to whom the letters are addressed, or by those of' probably 

-equally obsc~re origin by whom they are posted." 

86. A statement, showing the number of aft rejected, dead and unclaimed letters for the 
year 1849, as furnished by the Postmaster-general, ~s subjoined. 

No.]. 



No.1. . 
RETURN, showing the Number of COVERS rejected Unopened in Bombay during the Year 1849, and l'etlll"ned by Post to the Senders. • . 

Total Nwnber of I 

Rejected Inland Postage. Rejected Inland Postage. 
Rejected 

Inland Postage. Rejected 
Inland Poetage. Rejected IDland Pootage. 

Bearing Letters. Foreign Letten. Nativ~ Letten. Foreign Newapapera. Country Newopapen. . , -
'R,. a. p. R,. II. p. R •. a, p. lU. G. p. -

1506. . 212 II 6 - - 134 - - 38 14 6 - • is'12 . . 173 13 - - - . . - - - - . - 440 - - 9 • -

No.2. -. 
RETURN, showing the Number of COVERS rejected V nopened in the MofossiJ, and returned to the General Post-office in 1849. 

Total Nuinber of Numbet on "hich Number of Number of 
Numbu of 

Refused Postage. Postage Postage, Refused Letter. POltage. 
Bearing N .".papen. Postage. Bearing Letters teturned 

Bearing Letter .. has ~en Recovered. Remaining. to Europe. 

Ba. a. p. Rs. a. p. B.. a •. fl· lU. 1>. p. 

203 - - 71 4> - - - ~5 - . 35 2 - . - 118 - . 36 3 - - . 87 . - 1& 1Jt - - - Dour. 

No.3 • . 
RETURN, showing the Number of Dead and Unclaimed COVEB8 received at the Genera,} Post-office during the Year 1849 • 

• 
Number o( Unclaimed Letler. and Papen remaining ill 1849: Number of which the Addresseea Number of Letter. aud Papers Number of Letten still remnining Unclaimed, and the Amouut 

have .inee been (ound. returned to Europe. - of Postage due tharton. 

Number of Number Number o( I Numher of I . N'lmber Numb .. o! Number Numbe. of Nu';;ber Number of Number of Number of 
Paid of Bearing Pt>8tage. Paid Bearing Postage. of Bealing Paid Postage. nearing of Paid POltage, of Bearing Paid Fostage. Paid 'Bearing Postage. 

Leltera. Letter .. Newspaper .. Neorspap.rs. lelte .... Letter&. Letter .. Letten. Letten. Lelten. Ne"'papen. Newapaper .. -
R •. a. p. RI. a. p. &. a. p. R" n. p. lU. /I. p. Rs. a. p. . . 

22 7622 910 - - - - HiSS 243 3 - 66 . . 23 - - 352 - . 138 13 - 7205 . .. 70t8 2 6 22 1633 243 . 3 -
< 

No.4 • . 
RETURN, showing the Number of Dead and Unclaimed COVERS received from the Out·Station Post-offices at the General Post-office during the Year 1849-. . . -

Number of Letten and 1'iewspaper. received from OUt-StatiOIllf 
NurnbeF of which the Addreaseel have ,inee been round. . Number of Letter. Btill remaining, and the Amoun' o( Po.ta~ 

during the Year 1849. due thereon. 
.. - ---- _ . 

Number Dr Number - Number Dr Number of Number of Number Number of Nllmber o( Numbet' of Number Number o Number o( 
PaId Df Beariug Postage. Paid Bearing Postage. Paid of Bearing Pootage. Paid Bearinw Pootage. Paid of Bearing Postage. Pollid Bearing Po.lage. 

Lettera. Letten. N .... p.per .. Newspaperl. Letter •• Lette ... Newspaper.. Newspapers. Letter •• Letten. NowllfJ'lpets. N"",.paper •. --_.- ----_._-- --- - ---
lll. G . p. R •• G. p. . R •• ... 1'. R •. II. p. R •• II. P. 

sa. 16'11 \ 24S n - 6 49 :. S - - 1 1 I - - 33 JBn 241 II - 6 49 -6 3 ~ \ - - - - - - - . . 
Bomb.y .. <l~t\f'''.' p,w,\_uft\ce. 80 t>~tnher \ 8ltQ. . (eigned) A . ".. Ra~N'croft. Poetm ... tr.· .. 8cmera1 .. 

. 

w ... 
o 
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87. It seems desirabll;l to separate the duties of Postmaster-general from those of the 
Deputy; by the present system. the two functionaries, if both are anxious to attend to the 
duties of the office, may sometimes clash in their arrangements, or give r.ontradictory orders 
.oil the same subject; or if one is not inclined to trouble himself, the whole work may be 
left to be performed by the other. 

88. The best arrangement, there can pe no questioIl, would be to relieve the Postmaster
general altogether from the.duties of the PresIdency Post-office, leaving in his hands the 
general superiutendence ouly of the whole department, the travelling of the mails, the 
control of the Mofussil Postmasters, &c., &c, and giving over to the deputy the entire 
detml and responsibility of the Presidency Post-office, con&tituting him, in fact, Postmaster 
of' Bombay. 

89. This is the system at pl'est'nt followed in the North-west provinces, where the Post
master-general has charge of no particular post-office, and its advantage is admitted by the 
present Postmaster-general of Bombay, who observes, "I think that the arrangemt'nt 
which exists in the NOlth-west Provinces, and which lIas, I believe, worked most satisfac
torily, is far preferotble to tbat which exists either at Calcutta, Madras or Bombay." 

90, The Postmaster-general "would in this way be relieved of all mere official detail, and 
be at liberty to be constantly on the move, inspecting the various lines of post; inquirmg 
into the working of the contracts, making himself practically acquainted with the obstruc
tions and hindrances to quick travelling, and suggesting means for their removal, as well as 
be enahled to examine the accounts and records ot the Mofussil Fost-officeE', and cb,eck any 
irregular proceeding he might notice. . 

91. That much advantage would accrue from such tours of inl'pectioll, if properly and 
methodically made, I have reason, from the experience of' a short toUl' made by me as Post
office Commissioner, to be satisfied. An examination of the accounts and records of the 
Mofussil offices visited by me led to the discovery and correction of much that was irre
gular and objectionable in their plactice, and in one instance to the detection and convICtion 
of the Post-office clerk on a charge of embezzlement. 

92. The Deputy Postmaster-general, likewise, by such an arrangement baving a separate 
and distinct charge, would know Vlhat particular duties fell actually within hIS province, 
would receive the credit which be me1'lted fol' any improvements ill hiS office carried out 
under his management, and be the recognized officer to whom the Goverpment and tIle 
public would look for the good conduct of the Post-office. 

Observations. 
Separation of 
duties of Post
master-general and 
those of Deputy. 

Relief of Post
master-general 
from duties of Pre
sidency Post-office 
recommended. 

System in North
west Provinces. 

Advantages likely 
to result. 

93. The othel' departments of the Bombay General Post-office are numerically weaker No rfduction in 
and are not so highly remunerated as the correspondmg offices in Calcutta or Madlas : I am Establishments 
not prepared to recommend any reduction in any of them at present. On tllis subject the feasible at present. 
Postmaster-general states, " whatever modifications in the present postal system may be 
determined upon, I am of opinion that no reduction in the salaries of the post-office clerks 
can be effected. Those officers are now un.der.paid and over-worked, and It is quite certain 
that, as far as the General Post-office is concerned, and I believe the case is the same at 
out-stations, that none remain but those wllo are unable, either from want of interest or of 
qualification, to benefit themselves elsewhere:' 

94. Much will depend on the nature and extent of the reforms wllich may be carrird out; 
those we have recommended would, there can be 110 question, have the effect of simplifying 
and reducing the labour' of the postal establishments; at the same time, some allowance 
must be made for the increase which the impetus given.to ,correspondence by their adoption 
would occasion. . 

95. On this subject Mr. Ravenscroft obsel'ves-" I am unable at present to point out what 
alterations should be made in existing establishments, as it is impossible tn foresee to what 
extent labour will be diminisheJ, if indeed any diminution takes place, \'I'hich I greatly doubt, 
by the adoption of the improvements now in contemplation." . 

96. In the General Post-office at tire Presidency, inclusive of receiving-houses, the follow
ing establishment of clerks is k~pt up: 

1 Clerk on Rs. 200 per mensem 
1 Ditto on - 14() ditto -
1 Ditto on - 85 ditto 

.2 Ditto on - 80 ditto 
1 DItto (In • 70 ditto 
3 Ditto on .. 60 ditto 
1 Ditto on - 55 ditto 
4 Ditto on - 50 ditto 
1 Ditto on - 40 ditto 
2 Ditto on 39 nitto • -
2 Ditto on - 35 ditto 
1 Ditto on - 34 ditto 
2 Ditto on 33 ditto 
3 Ditto on - 30 ditto 

• 
Carried forward -

QQ4 

Rs. a. p. 
200 
140 

85 
160 

70 
180 

55 
200 

(1) 

78 
70 
34 
66 
90 

- 1,468 
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1 Clerk on 
1 Ditto on 
1 Ditto on 
7 Ditto on 
1 Ditto on 
4 Ditto on 
1 Ditto on 
1 Ditto on 
3 Ditto on 

Brought forward -
Rs. 28 per mensem 
- 27 ditto -

25 ditto 
20 ditto 
18 ditto 
15 ditto 
14 ditto 
12 ditto 
10 ditto 

45 Clerks, at a cost of 

Rs. a. p. 
1,468 

28 
27 
25 

140 
18 
60 -
14 
12 
30 

Rs.l,822 

97. The foHowing nre the Peons and other menial servants employed: 
Rs. 

1 Havildar 
1 Naique - .. 

30 Letter Peons, at Rs. 8 each .. 
9 Orderly Peons, on Rs. 7 each 
3 Peons at Receiving-houses, on Rs.7 each -

. 1 Ditto - - - ditto 

-. 
11 Peons, on Rs. 6 each - - - - -

2 Peons at the Mahjm Post-office, on Rs. 6 each :-
2 Ham'Yals, at Rs.7 each -
1 Mussal -
1 Sweeper 

62 TOTAL -

12 
10 

240 
63 

,21-
6 

66 
12 
14 

7 
4 

Rs.455 

a. p. 

To this may be added the Rent of the Receiving-houses at} 11 
Mombadevey and Gowahala . - - - - - -'-___ _ 

TOTAL - - - Rs.466 

98. The system fo1Iowed in the Bombay General Post-office in respect to the receipt anlf 
delivery of letters, .is far .less complicated than that of Ihe Calc~ua Office, and in ~y 
opinion superior either to that of Bengal or Madras. I have bttle to propose for Its 
improvement, as it is in fact, with a few modifications, what we recommend for general 
adoption. . 

99. There are, however, one or two points in connexioll with the checks at present main
tained, that I will briefly notice, and in which I consider it might be improved. 

100. So long as any bearing letters pass through the office, there should be some account 
or memorandum to show the total number of such letters received by each line of dawK 
every day, with the postage due on them, and the manner in which such letters have been 
disposed of, and the postage accounted for; at present a register is kept of the bearing letters. 
passing through the office, but it is very imperfect as a check, as it does not show the amount 
of postage to be recovered on them. 

101. The form at present in ust', and which is annexed, would, I think, answer every 
purpose, were the column for postage properly filled' up; the registers of the chellans 
received with the inward mails are the vouchers for the correctness of the entries on the 
receipt side, and the registers of the office would prove that those on the debit side had beeIL 
properly ,accounted for. ' . 

102. In respect to paid and service letters, on which no postage has to be recovered, the 
same precautions are not necessary; and as the effect of the reforms we propose to intro
duce would be to redure the number of bearing letters to a very small per-centage, the addi
tional labour entailed 011 Ihe Post-office by the register I have proposed, would be very 
inconsiderable, • 

103. When ship-letters are transfelTed from the Inward Department to the Ship Depart
ment of the office, a receipt is passed for them, but it does not show the postage paid or due 
on such letters; this should be invariably inserted, to relieve the former department from 
responsibility, and transfer it to the latter. 

10~. Th~ Dead Letter Office is an impor1;ant one; a separate department should be 
orga~,~ed. Instead of, as at pres~nt, the duty bemg managed by the Ship Department, and all 
T~mamlDg letters of,whatever kIn? should be transferred to it for disposal; receipts being 
gIven by the officer m charge of It to the offices or department making over the covers, 
showing tlleir numher and the postage upon them. . 

105, Unclaimed Englis~ letters should still b,e advertised, as observed by the Postmaster
general; there would be httle or no advantage III ailvertising native letters; but lists of a11 

such. 
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such remaining undelivered should be prepared as frequently as possible in the native lan- App. (C:);No: 3. 
guage, and bung up outside the office. \. 

106. Letters addres!;ed in the native language to natives are, as has been stated above, at Native letters to be 
present made over to the office havildal', who distlibutes them among the delivery peons. disposed of in the 
There seems no reason why letters of this description should not be disposed of precisely in same manner as 
the same manner as those for Europeans or to natives addressed in English. letters addressed in 

Tb d 
" English. 

107. e ad resses of letters sent out for delIvery' are regIstered in the peons' books, with Th b d t 
columns to show the amount of postage due on unpaid letters and the station from whence pffu: Peo:::b::ks 
received, and a blank column for the receipt of the party to whom delivpred. In place of recommended 
this, a memorandum might be furnished to each peon, showing the total of paid, bearing and 
servl~e covers given him for delivery, and the aggregate postage to be recovered; a similar 
register being liept in-l he 'office. to be sigRed by the peon, in token that he had received so 
many letters, and was accountable for so much postage. 

lOS. On the subject of the present system of registering all letters sent out of the office 
for delivery in the peons'/uttees or books, the Postmaster-general observes--" Whatever 
alterations may be adopte in fhe presellt postal system. I think it would scarcely be advisable 
to discontinue the use of these delivery books; they form as complete acheck as can well 
be dp~ired against the cupidity of the delivery peons." But Mr. Ravenscroft is obliged to 
admit that this .check, hC/wever desirable, is not perfect :-" Yet it must," he says further on, 
" be confessed that in practice they do not afford an efficient check, simply because the 
recipients of letters, &c. often do not, either from wilfulness, carelessness, or want of time, 
pass receipts for letters delivered. With respect to such case!:, when inquiry is made, the 
peons declare that the parties would not sign the books (signing is not compulsory), and 
with this explanation we are obliged to be satisfied." 

109, Not only, however, is the check imperfect, owing to some parties not signing at all, 
but also in consequence of many of the supposed signatures being in fact nothing more than 
marks or initials, and in very many cases the Rignature of servants or other parties than 
those to whom the letters are addreHed. A peon, therefore, wishing to appropriate a letter, 
can either allege that the party refused to sign at all, or make some fanciful mark or name 
of his own, and in the absence of complaint, detection is impossible; for the Postmaster
general admitR, " to make inquiries in each individual case would involve an amount 
of labour 'which 'could not be spared, and which the public have certainly no right to 
expect." 

110. Some of the most important letters are moreover deliveted without any such precau
tion. On the arriyal of the overland mail, letters for influential members of society are 
sent out at once in buggies without any registry whatever; and no overland letters, except 
those which are unpaid, are registered at all in the peons' delivery books, and no receipts in 
consequence are ever obtained for them. Mr. Ravenscroft states, It To register them would 
take up more time than the impatience of the community would tolerate." 

, . 
111. The delay in obtaining the signature of the party to whom a letter is delivered, in 

each instance, to say nothing of the time necessarily taken up in the office in registering 
the address in thE.' peolls' book, very materially interferes with the quick delivery of fetters; 
the peon must wait till he gets his book back again, as it has to be sent in in each case 
with the letter; and it not unfrequently happens, wben parties are engaged, that a very 
considerable time elapses, even in cases when no postage is to be recovered, before he can 
go on to the next house. 

112. The practice does not obtain in Madras, and only nominally in Calcutta; and in. 
England, so far from a postman being obliged to wait for a receipt for a letter delivered" 
people now have letter-boxes at their doors, into which letters are dropped by the delivery 
men, who merely stop to ring the bell in passing. To continue the system in Bombay. 
would merely be to perpetuate one cause of the slow delivery of letters, without, as is 
admitted by its advocates, securing anything like a perfect check; and I would, therefore, 
recommend its ab~lition. . 

113. The delivery of letters would further be much expedited by the use of accelerator Accelerators. 
carriages to carry the peons, whose" walks'" are at a distance from the General Post-office 
to. the nE.'ighbourhood in which they have to distribute letters, as has been done by the 
Lond'on General Post-office, where .. those letter-carriers, whose walks are at a distance 
from the office, take their stations in. carriages built something in the fOl'm of an omnibus, 
and are .carried as near as possible to the scene of their duties. The postmen are packed in 
these' carriages after the same principle adopted in placing the mail bags in the sack; the 
man who bas the greatest distance to go, gets first into the carriage, while he who has to 
quit it the earliest, gets in the last." 

114. The plan has already been adopted in the Calcutta General Post-office in respect to 
the peons. who deliver letters for the European inhabitants of Chowringhee and Garden 
Reach; and it might advantageously be introduced in Bombay, where the distances from 
the Post-office are very great. 

115. The beats of the delivery peons of the office require to be re-modelled, so ~s to Delivery PeODS' 
.(jJnable. the. accelerator to set down eaeh man at the commencement of his walk, or where beats should be 
• 87._ R R- -" the re-arranged. 
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the greater number of letters have to be delivere~. The presen." beats· of most of the plrons 
extend to a great distance fongitudinally, but wltho~ embracIng much space ll\ll iii lateral 
direction, the best plan would be to, take the two hnes from the General Post.-o~ce to 
ParelB by the Bheney Bazar' Ro~d, an~ to. Malaba~, HI~'l' and the- Breach bY'th-e Girgaoll 
Bazar amd divide them at con~eI'llent dlstances'longltudmally. 'Two accelerators woulcf be 
suftiei~nt for thy£( pUIlIJ>ose,. oM' for eacb' line of road; and these would drop the peons as 
they came up tlJ' taeir res,!>ective beats. 

116. 1i scarcely thin~ more than tW0 accelerators would' be requited a't present for ~olab~; 
iii buggy, or a J1Iall on. horsebilck, would probably. be best, as, though the d'istance IS conSl
derable, there is! but one delivery 'Peon to be carned. 

11'7. A lignt 'horse van would be the best description. of c~rriage, large. enough to h~ld 
sir persons, anG drawn Illy either one or. tw'O hors81f, as might be cGnsldered. best with 
reference to speed and economy; it would be easy., no doubt .. t() contract for such a convey
ance in Bombay. 

l1S ... 'Tlie numoer: of delivery peons requir.es, to be somewhat tncre~sed'; on this subject 
tlle Postmaster-general sta.tes:-

ff In Bombay tnere are two deliveries daily" and sometimes, on tne arrival of the.Over
faud' and Cllina mairs, t1iere: are three. Tlie work is,. however, too mucb for the delivery 
pe'ons~ only 30 i.n.number, and could not be got through ill anything li\,e a satisfactory 
manner out WI' the assistance of. the community (many persons. either come' OJ; send tG the 
Post-office for tneit letters), and far 'the circumstance Of the delivery peons' being sent Gut 
in buggies. 1'~e ,reside~ces in Bo~bay a.re so ,wide apar.t, an~, so far fIl~In the Ge~eral Post-
6t'1ice, many of' them bemg at a dlstamce of five and SIX mdes, that It necessarIlY' takes a 
long' ti'me ere letters can be delivered at those places. 

" I am of opinion that there ought to be at least 40 delivery peons attached to this office; 
this: numbel' being 'divided irat() thre~n;livisions~~an arrllngeme'Ilt which, I am satisfied, W'ollld 
greatly accelerate the delivery (If the numetoUl!!' letters which are now'receilVed here, not only 
inland, bllt seawards. TIm latter clasS' of letters come b:f steamers f .. om Suez; Aden, China. 
and Kur.rachee;,and being eag-erly eX!peeted and. sought after, th'eil' quick delivery is a matter 
ot: importance to the'c()IDmun,ity. 

" Tlle delivery peons n-ow rective' e~h • Rs: g per mensetn', certainTy not mor~ tnan a 
f&lil' remuo.eratioft' in, this. expensi'Vu place'fot' the work! to' be' performed. If 10 more were 
.addedj as prop()sed" tw@ c'lasses ltlighlt be furtned; the' first class 1:11 receive t11e pay now 
allowed, and the second to be paid at the rate of Rs.7 each per mensem. The classifica
tion ought, of course, to be left. in the hands of the Postmaster· general." . 

,11.9 •. The salap)t. a1> present, 'te4eived by deln-ery peons, Rs.8 per mensem~ is, in my 
opini0n. S<!lIII'celyaidell'llate, considering' what ill required' of them; and' I would' not recom.
mend that a..Io'wer rate of remunerati.~n be assigqedl to any addition made to tlleir- number. 

12'0. 'l'lle peons.attachea to recefving-houses should of eourse reeeiv.e: less, as their duties 
would be merely to bring the retter-bags to the office, for which it is not req,uisite that they 
should. be able either to read. or. wriw. 

121. I ~ould. recommend, tl1at the second deli:very be, placed~ in respect, to the number o£ 
pe~:nS" employed" on tIle same terms as the milt.; this would require: an addition of eight 
aell'verr peons to the office" the present strength. being 17 and. 9 respectively.. 

12-2. Tbfr peons or the' first delivery, after'd~livering' letters entrusted to them; n'Ii<J'llt, 
befo~e returning from their beats to the office, go round for letters fol" tIle' P'osf-offi'ce, t: be 
recelve~ on payment o£ a II1mall fee. For this purpose they might be fUl'Oished with a bell 
and'a locked' bag, with II slit in it,. the gey or which need' not be ent~usted. tQ tliem. When! 
tliey liave finished this duty, tlley might. be picked up in succession by; the omnibus at all 

ap~ointetf time and! pl'ace, and brought back to the office, where 'tru;y wou.ld make ovet 
thelr'letters to the eroper officer. 

123. In EOblbay,. prior' to 1846) tl~ere was but on~ receivind" hone that sitU'ated' at: 
BY-culla. In that year three others 'were established at the reco~l1nend~tion of the then 
Posbx:aster-gener~l; one at Colaba~ one at Girgaum" and one at Mombadevey.. The state
ment lit tfle marll,1n'" shows the nnmber of letters" papers" tlLc., 8.I1d amount ot: coUectioDs 

at . 
t :Number of L.ettenJ; including! . NL:mber of Gazette&. 

1 AmoDIIJ: 
NIlIII4! o(Reeeivlng 1l'ouII!. La" PIopere. 

Paid·l~ 
. orPOl~ 

SeN'Ice.. Tor ... L. Paid. Bearing. 'Serriee. Tout.. 
• ealltetecL. 

-
ByeuDa, No. 1. July 18l>0 

ll .. • ;. f& - ~ I 265, 1127 . 226 liU8 ~ - 229 1:nOt : 1l;39 38' If: (§ 
Mombadevey. No.,2"ditto - .. ,1060 , 2626' 202 3882' 20' 330 256 2 IS - . 3511 
Girgaon, No.3 - ditto - - 67 232 6 305 - - r , 

1 Ii' It ~ - -Colaba, "'No. " - ditto - . 50 243 48 341 - -,. . ~ '-' - .. ,10 41 

--,Byeully, for July 184a - - - 2S3 1867 12'1 2277 ~ - ~ 53 t .... -... . ' .. .. -t 
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at each of these, far the month of July' l~iO~ 'also for the single !'eceiving h~use at Byculla l\.pp.'{~J., JNCt."~. 
for the month of July 1845.. From this It wIll be seen that the accommodation afforded by " -" 
these branch P.ost-offices is extensively availed of by the native popula- Amount.,collected at Byculla..& "'1' 
tion; tile receiving house situated at Mombadevey, in the heart of the oW. July 1846 - - ~ 93 _ ~ 
native town, having reali7.fd nearly five times the amount of post-office .Ditto ditto, at M.olllbadeTey 
collections made formerly at Byculla alone. ' in July 1850 - 256 9 6 

124. Now, the greater part of this sum 'may, 1 think, be assumed to be pure gain to the 
department; for under the system of native postmasters well known to prevail in Bombay 
to 8 great extent, by far the greater number of the letters posted at -this office would have 
heen collected and -clubbed by them, and but a small portion of the postage :have conse-
qlltlntly eome into tile treasury. .. 

12~. The expense of one of these receiving houses is, even under the present system, Their extension 
but small; at Momblldevey a clerk on Bs..20, a peon pn B.s. 7,.and pffice-rent Rs.6, recommended. 
total Rs. 33; and this, when the choice of,compulsory pre-paymen.t by stamps, or of sending 
covers bearing, is introduced, and the practice of giving receipts u abolished, might pro--
bably be reduced. I would strongly advocate the extension of these receiving houses: there 
are many parts of Bombay as ihiekly populated as Mombadevey. 

126. The Postmaster-general recommends that two additional rec.eiving .boUiSes iiliould be 
established in Bombay; one of these in Mazagaon, close to ,the rj)rtqgu~ Chapel, and 
the other near ~he M usjid or Mandavee Bunder • 

. 127, "The monthly expellse be ,estimates .as follo.ws:-

1 Clerk -
1 Peon ~ 
Ofli.ce Bent 

1. Clerk • 
1 Peon 
Office Rent 

... 

'MAzAQAON. 

M.vJiJID 13u.NDElt. 

R", IZ. p. Rs. Q. p. '0 -, 
6 -l 
:s - ... ~ 

31 . 
20 
,6 - -

10 
---- 36 

TOTA.L - .' - Rs. 67 

128. The extent of establit'hment required will depend both on the nature of the reform 
in postal matters which may'be cafl'ied out, ana also on whether these additional offices 
should be only places for the receipt of letters; ,or branch Post-offices, both for receipt and 
delivery; in fact fOf'ming a part of a system of district post, for the town and island. 

129. An experiment somewhat similar to a district post was tried by a Mr. SaJ;ltineer in .4. District Post 
] 843; Mr. Ravenscroft thus describes it: ," A Mr. -8antineer formed, \\ ith the sanction of considered. 
Gcwernment, what be called ' An Anna Post,' for the receipt and delivery of 'letters, papers 
and small parcels on the island at the rates of postage noted in the margin.· In prosecu-
tion of his plan, he established,:6ve receiving houses--one in the Fort, one at the entrance of 
Upper Colaba, oJ;le at M ombadevey 'Tank, one at Byculla, one at Tardeo, and at each kept up 
an establishment of peons. Aftel' a few months his scheme failed, as he said, for want of 
f\lIlds; I do not think that it would ever 11ave been a paying concern~ and it must conse-
quently have failed." 

130. Mr. Ravenscroft states, cc If the plan of converting the reeeiving houses into regular 
branch offices for the receipt and delivery: of letters be adopted, the establishment .at each 
will have to be increased. I am doubtful if the adv!lJltage to the £OUIwunit.Y is at aU likely 
to be commensurate with the extra expense to Goveroment. Resident!! in Bombay prefer 
sendin" notes or letters to different parts of the island bv their own servants, except when 
the 10c~lities are very far apart (Colaba and BycuUa, for mstance)~ in which case the letters 
are !1.hougb not always} forwarded through the General Post-office." 

13]. T»e establishment -Dr a system of district post delivery -in the 'Presidency towns 
should not, I thillk, be lost .sight of it for though it may .perhaps be questioned, from the 
recep.tion the experiment JXIade by ,a private s'peculator met mitb, how w it would at ~rst 
be suppo.rted. or pay its expenses, the facilities it would afford to mtercommUllicatlon would. 
no dQllbt, in time suyersede the emj>lo'yment of private JDel!sengers. In the JDeao.tiwe, for 

the 

• Note..-l anna on each Letter; } anna on'each Newspaper; 1 al\JUlOn a J>ar~eI50 wlahs weight; 
2 _8 on a 'Parcel weigbing 60, but not ex.cetIding 100 tolahs j ud so pnl 1 anna for eve~, 
additional tolah; the maximum weight 'being 400 tolaha. 

t Note.-The number of letters posted at the General Post-office for local delivery for four weeks, 
'Was 0111, 613. 
8~ RR2 
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(C ' th t hI' h t f ommon receiving houses, as has been shown, little or no expense 
.App •. , 'J, No.8. e es a IS men 0 c ," ht t once be adopted ' 

is requisite, and arrangements for their extensIOn mig a. " .' . " , 

Letter·botes. 
. - \" '" 

The -abolition of 
receipts recom
mended. 

132. Besides the regular receiving houses, letter-boxes ~lght be I~labedf, at ~anpus pomts 
for the convenience of the public; all that would be .neces~ary wou : or t ~ • ost-offi,ce 
to furnish parties agreeing to take charge of them, \\ Ith a locked box, With a slit In the hd, 
the key of which should be kept in the post-office; and as no. let~ers could be pos~ed 
under the arrangements we have proposed, except thos~ p~e-pal~ With stamps or bearlDg 
posta e no money would pass and no trouble or responSibIlIty be Involved. At the proper 
hour, ~ 'mail cart would drive r~und, and bring all these locked boxes to the ~ener~1 Post
office, where they would be opened by the proper officer, and the !:tters contaIned m them 
disposed of in the same manner as those· posted at the office; .or shoul~ trll;stworthy 
persons be found to. take charge o.f such box~s, the arrangement llng.ht be sllnpl!fied and 
rendered less expenSive, by entrustmg them WIth the key; a peon ~olDg round WIth a bag 
in the afternoon, to whom the paid letters, with a memorand~m of their number, and wh~ther 
paid, bearing or service, might be made over by the party In charge of the box for delivery 
at the General Post-office for disposal. 

133. As a box of this kind would entail litHe or no trouble, it would no doubt be foun,d 
practicable to induce respectable shop-keepers and others to allow one to. st~nd ,at .Ihelr 
shops; and all places of public resort, such as club-houses, hotels, pubhc lIbraries, &c., 
might be furnished with them. 

134. By section xxxn. of the Rules passed by the Gove~nol'-general of India i~ Council 
on the 30th August 1837, receipts for covers. sent by post If presen~ed, re~dy wrItten, a~e 
required to be stamped by the Post-office; thiS system does not obtam In England, and IS 

the cause of the most serious delay in the receipt of letters at all Post-offices. It has 
been urged in defence Qf the practice, that although it is of little advantage as a check on 
the Post-office, yet it is of importance in this country, as serving as a guarantee that the 
messenger employed to post the letter, has actually put it into the office; in other words, it 
is a check on the dishonesty or laziness of private servants; but it cannot for a moment be 
maintained that the Post-office is bound to provide, a check for such evils as these; and, 
according to universal practice in other occupations, if a party cannot entrust a particular 
duty to an agent, he does it himself. 'The P,pst-office 'cannot, it is 'evident, be require~ to 
do more t,han afford the best guarantee in its power to the' public for the honesty and care 
of its own servants, and can by no rule of right be required to deVise checks against the 
carelessness of the, private servants of other parties. 

135. Because it is the rule for the office to give a ,stamp, it has become'" the rule for every 
one almost, whether they post their letters themselves, or employ their servants, to require 
one; where there is any difficulty in getting a stamp, 'it is immediately foregone, without 
!lPparently any apprehensio~ that the safety' of the letter is at all endangered thereby; thus 
111 the case'of native Postmasters, as they are called, who collect letters from the public, 
no receipt is given; and yet the native public seem to have no hesitation in making 
over their important letters, frequently containing hoondees to a large amount, to them for 
despatch. 

. 136. The ,abolition of tpe, practice lies ~t the root of all reform in the present most 
Imperfect arrangements for the receipt of-letters; the establishment of extra receivinD' 
house~, bell-men, and all the other appliances for collecting the correspondence of the publi~ , 
at theIr. owl!- doors, woul?, if.not pr~vented altogether, be gl't'~t1y more uifficult, if receipts 
w~re. sttll gwen; and ~Ith the opbon onl,Y of compulsory pre-payment by stamps, or of 
s~ndmg the let~er bearn~g. postag~, they might. be alto~ether ·put a stop to; in the, mean- , 
time. t~e practice of glvmg receipts for bearmg and service covers should be at once 
prohIbited. 

Letter& should be 137. Letters should b~, post~d at all ~ost-offices, both ge':lera! and provincial, by means' 
posted by means of of locked lett~r:boxes with slits, a safer and far mOl'e expeditIOUS plan than the present 
lo~ked .letter-boxes system of l:ecelVlng them at an open window deficient postage beinO' recovered f!"Om the 
WIth shts addr t d f fi th ...' h ." , , esse~, lOS ea 0, rom e receiver, as IS now t e rule! In large offices, as many of these , 

Registry of paid 
"etters should be 
done away with. 

b?xes l!llght be ~.sslgned fox the purpose as the convenience of the public required the' 
sl~ts bel~g made m the OUler face, and the inner side opening into the office itself: 'they 
!I1lght s~ll be. placed ~el.ow or near one of the windows, in Ol'der that parties requiring 
mformatIon might obtam It on kno~king ; but th~ window should, as a general rule, be kept' 
closed, and the letters be dropped lnto the box, Instead of being given to the clerk • 

• 1~8·lhe p~ese~t.registry of the a~dress:s of all paid letters posted for stations in India, , 
GIg t, 1 pm 0 ~mlOn, be at on,ce dlscontmued; the practice is not followed at the other 
~nera h osto h ces, nor are paId steamer letters via Southampton reO'istered in the Bombay f ttce ; t ~u~ It tte Post~ghe on them is, as a gen~ral rule, much heavie~ than that ~n inland -
e ers. at e ers mIg t, so long- as postage IS permitted t b . d' b t 

into a locked box containing t d'- , , h l' 0 e receIve III money, e pu 
. wo IVlslOns, t e olle Jor the letters the othel' for the ostage' , 

and In the afternoon, when the process of despatchinO' them t ' h . , . p , 
commence the two drawers should b d b h "h' . 0 t ell' statIOns IS about to 

, d e opene Y tee lef of the department a d th ] tters 
and postage compare ,a numerical register only being made f th 1 tt ' d,n h e e 
handed over to the cashier. 0 e e ers, an t e postage 

, 139. The;< 

" No(e.-If receipts are done away with there would be n 'd'ffi I 
, 0 1 cu ty on that account. 
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139. The general and indiscriminate registration of all letters has been abolished for ten Registered letten: 
years in Bombay: valuable letters can now be'registered in' the Bombay General Post-office 
and sub6rainates on the payment of a fee of 8 annas on each cover: the following is the 
number registered since November 1849 (when the practice came into operation), to January 
1851 inclusive: .. 

Number of Covers Regiatered . Total Number Total Amount 
MONTH. 

I 
\ 

At General At of Covers. of Fee .. 
Poet-office: Out-Statione. 

Rs. a. p. 
1849: November - 24 68 92 . 46 - -

December - 6 50 56 28 - -
1850: January - - 23 23 46 23 - -

February - 25 21 46 23 - -; 
March - - '24 38 62 31 - -
April - - 37 30 67 33 8 -
May - - 46 21 67 33 8 -
June - - 35 28 63 31 8 -
July - - 36 30 66 33 - -
Auaust - - 28 11 39 19 8 -. ., 
f;eptember - 37 14 51 25 8 -
October - - 43 13 56 28 - -
November - 31 12 43 21 ~8 -
December - 51 7 58 29 - -

1851: January - - 54 15 69 34 - --- ------
TOTAL - - 500 381 881 440 - -

r 

140. The fee is high, and as it has been reduced in Great Britain from 1 s. to 6 a., it 
'might, I think, be lowered to 4 annas in this country. 

141. At the Bombay General Post-office, the mails for Poona, including the Calcutta, The mails shaull 
Madras, Ceylon and Southern Koukan lines, are at present despatched at 6 P. H., instead be despatched at 
of 8, the hour laid down in the rules; this alteration was made on the contract being entered the hour presoribel 
-into with the Bombay Steam Navig-ation Company for crossing the mail~ between Bomhay by the rules. 
and Panweil, 011 the grounds that it was more convenient for their boat to start early . 

•• 
142, By this arrangement the public lose t.he advantage, as far as the- larger portion of. 

their correspondence is concerned, of being able to post their letters up to 6 P. H., or three 
·quarters of an hour later on payment of a fee; "Letters intended for transmission "ia Pan
well to Poona, Calcutta, Madras, Ceylon, Belgaon, &c., &'c., cannot," .the Postmaster
general has notifie.d, "be posted at the General Post-office after Ii o'clock P. H., except 'on 
payment of the usual fee; and no letter for those places can be received after half-past 

.5.o'clock, nor newspapers after 4 o'clock P. M." 

143. This arrangement, besides being in opposition to the rul~s, and at variance with the 
practice of the other General Post-offices in India, cannot but be productive at times of 
inconvenience both to the Government service and to the mercantile community, as well as to 
the public in general. Most of the public offices close at Ii P. H., and it requires some little 
time after that to make up the despatches for the post; and for this the additional hour 
allowed by the rules must have been no ·small accommodation; besides which, a. fur
ther latitude of an hour might, were the packets at the General Post-office kept open up to 
·the usual time, be allowed at the receiving houses, which now close at 4 P. M., just in the 
midst of the busiest time. .. 

144. I would therefore recommend that the hour of despatch prescribe.d by the rules be 
observed, and these mails sent from the General Post-office at 8 P. M., as before; receiving 
house remaining open up to 5 P. 111., instead of only till 4, as at present • . 

Mofussil Post-offices. ' 

145. In the Bombay Presidency the duties of the Post-office in the MofussiI were for- General mana.,. ... 
merl y, in the !!:reater number of cases, made over to the collectors and other heads of depart- ment of Mofu~sil 
ments ex-officio; the system was not found to answer, as the officers entrusted with the Post-offices and 
superintendence and management of the Post-office were encumbered with a variety of other Dawk lin~s. 
·duties, considered generally by them as of a more important nature, and at any rate 
requiring more close and personal application on their parts. 

146. In 1843 this system was altered, and stipendiary officers were appointed to the prin- Plan adopted ia 
-cipallines of post;. to them was made over the Postmastership of the chief town or station 1843 • 
.,in their division, and the general superintendence of all the post-offices ill their range whic~ 

87. R R 3 It 



318 pAPERS RELATING TO lEE 

. . d . dicall to visit aod at tbe same ,time to inspe~.the.post roads" 
App. (C.), No.3. It was part of thelf uty peno y \ l ere efficient and .the means for ,::rossing rivers 

_ - see that the overseers and runners employe ~ ~ . • 
and nullabs in the rainy season kept ID a se/.'vlceable condItion. 

Details explained. . 147. Five officers of this description were nominated: 
The postmaster in the ·Deccan, with the office of ~ostmaster at Poona, and the sub?r

dinate stations of Ahmednugger, Sattara, Ser~or, jeJoOlree, Kurrar, Punderpoor, BeeJa-

Present salaries of 
Postmasters. 

poor Kirkee, Khalldala' and Panwe11 under hIm. . . 
The Postmaster in Khandeish, with the "Offiees of l\lal~Igaum" Dhooha, Nassuck, 

Bhewndy, Chandore, Mundlayseir aud Assee.rghur .under him. . 
The Postmaster in Guzerat, with the offic~s of Ahmedabad, both City and canton_ 

ment, Hursole, Kaira, Deesa, Haroda, RaJkote, Gogo, Bhownugger, Dhollera and 
Dholka. . 

The Postmaster in the Northern Konkan, With the offices of Tanna, Mbaf, Basseen,. 
Tarapoor, Damaun, Surat, Bulsar and Broach. 

And the Postmaster at Belgaum, with the offices of Belgaum, Dharwar, KuUadghee 
and Vingorla. 

148. Tire first four of these .receive a salary varying according to ~he speed kept up by 
the mails within their range; Rs. 150 per .mensem, when the travellmg (!~~s up to five 
miles an hour Rs. 120 when it is 4~ mdes,an hour, and only Rs. 100 when It )s below that 
amount; besides which, they draw a d'eputation allowance of Rs. 5 per diem when travelling 
on their post lines, The Pos.tmaster at Belgaum receives only Rs.IOO per mensem, fixed 
salary, and the abolle deputatiQn allowanc,e when trave.lling. 'T.he above a.re all uncovenanted 
officers. 

149. The remaining Postmasters in this IPresidency were not aff~ted by the arrangement 
then carried Ollt. Of these, the collector-of Rutnagiree, who is still.an ex-oJficio Postmaster 
and has under him the offices of Ru,tnagiree, Dapoolee, Goba~ur and Marwan, receives n; 
salary for the duty; the Postlll.aster at Aden, wlio is .the civil surgeon, and ,has the Aden 
Post-oflice only under him, receives Jls. JOO Pel ~; the Postmasters at Mhow, 
Kolapoor and ShQlapore, each witl), one &>!fice receives Rs. 50 per Jlle,nsem; the first of 
these is the Brigade Major, the second is the Staff Officer, and the third is the Civil 
Surgeon. 

·lpQ. Tb~ ;Ppstma"te.r .at,.Au~uDgaiblld 'J! ihe payJll3ster of the Nizam's Troop$ !Statiooed 
there; he receives an allowance of Rs. AO per mensem, -and has the 'Charge of the offices of 
Aurun,ga!>ad, KariPja, K:unhur, .Acol~ and J uffrabad,. . 

ilJJJ1.-. The .PQ,Stma."llterj of Bhooj, iBhopawar., Elliehpoor '(incluaing the 'Post-office at 
OOJIlfJ!.WUtJ&e), ;P!lhlu,np9..O.f and :Mhableshur. :reeeive no -extra salary for the duty, those 
oa;ilWs heiug ~eld cQnjQ~nt.ly with. ,other appojntment~; the ~r,;st ·is tlie ,Line AdJutan~, .tbe 
second {l.J\d ,thJ~d o.r~ B.flgacre M !l.jors, and tthe ,fourth Iii 'the .elYll Surgeon •. 

• il!!2. l.n .Sipdh there .ar.e two ~tip~ndiary PD~tmasters, .beth >uncovenanted servants, wno 
l"~lfM'1. th::~p,.sl\lary pf JU. l.l>ij per mensem, Vilth a deputation allowance of Rs. Q per diem 
wh~n tl;il!l~ll.i.ng; the PQ§tmaster of Central alld Lower Sindh has under him the offices ,of 
K~rra<lhee, cB yd~ab~ ,~gp, l'.atta, and the Postmaster of U pyer Sindh, those of Suk'ker and 
~hi,k.lIJ'lPQre, 

153. The cost of these Postmasters at present ,when Oil fu1l pay: is as follows indeptmdent 
of deputation in the cases in.which it is allowed: ' , 

~~I~ry of the four tPQstmlUiws .of.Aurungabad, Kolapoor Mhow 
3nd S,hplapol:e" jl.t 1l1S. ,,0 per 5llensem ·eacli ... _ ' _ -

Pos/;JlUl.$t(l.l"$ pi Upper and LPwer':Sindh, each ·~t Rs. 160 per 
!lll8ll~e;ll.l'" "'" " - - ~ • _ _ _ 

Po,st~~l:lt*lr oCBeIgaum ' ... -. _ , 
Pp,stijlast~·s pf ,thJ~ !Deccan. Khandeisb: GU&lerat and Northern 
KAn~an, p.t Il,. l~O t!ach • 

B.s. a. p. 

200 

~OO 

100 

600 

" .... , .. Rs. 1200 

Cost o~ fixed Office . 154. The s~bjoi!led statement shows the oost of the .fixed office establishment em 10 ed: 
EstablIshment. In the MOCUSSII, wlth the number of covers despatched in a month from each 'office: p Y . 
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Number of 
NAlI1ES 

of 
Cove!'t, P08_ten' 

inclucling 
Number Aggregate N u mher Aggregate 

of Monthly Pa, 
Other 

authorized 
Office 

Chargee. 

Total MonlhJr 

Charg~ POST OFFICES-
Baoghy Parcell Salary. Delivery of, Office Rent. 

of }'tfoatbly 1>a, 
Clerk&. of Clerkt'. despatched 

ilia Month. 
Peons. Peo"", 

----------------~-----~-r--~--~~I----~--~~I~~~·~-~--I~------~------l--------
R,. a. p: Rs. tJ. p. Rs. a. p., RI. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

Aden· --. 
Aurungabad - - 1410 
Kunhur - - 298 
Kuringa - • 172 
Acola - - - 56 
J uH'rabad - • 167 
Bhopawar - - 351 
Belgaum - - 5319 
Dharwar - - 2914 
Kulladgee - • 1712 
Vingorla - - 1646 
Bhooj - - • 1150 
Ellichpoor - - 1286 
-omrawllttee - - 892 
Kolapoor - - 1370 
Dhoolia - • 194& 
Malligaum - - 2152 
N &Ssuck - - 2225 
.Asseerghur - - 1036 
Mundlaiser - - 386 
Bhewndy - - lZ3'O 
Chandore - • 360 
Mhow - - - 1931 
Malcolmpett - • 185 
Palunpore • • 274 
Poona'" • - 17926 
Ahmednugger • 5],14, 
8eroor· • • 1210 
Kirkee • • ..' 978 
Khandala: - • 283 
Panwell • .' 157it 
8attara .' .' • I 2642' 
BeejapooJ.'· o6' .... I 86 
Kurrar .' ..... 95 
,J eejooree - • Ill' 
Punderpoor - • 493 
Rutnagiree'.,.. ..: ''n'61' 
Malwan -' .. i 1486" 
Gohagur "'... 81l'7 
Sawuntwarte .. ' 30r. 
Dapoolee - - 17.')1 
Sholapore - - 2968 
'Tanna - - ." 5'01"0 
Surat - ., • 4045 
Nowsare6" .' .. ' I ., 
Broach· - -
Damaun - -
Bulsar - ~ .. 
Basseen - .. 
'l'arrapoor - _ 
Kaira - - • 

1767 
221 
2'63' 
962' 
652 

1710 'Than- ___ _ 

Ahmedaba'fJ:C!innp'. 1051 
Ahmedaba:d! Cit,..,. 6249' 
Gogo - .... 411 
Dholera - - 447 
Bhownugger -,- 660 
Dh~ka- - - 917 
.Baroda - "'" '" '~.f51' 
Deesa.. - - 2226 
Hursole - 280 
Rajkote - - 1 1489 
Mount Abbo'- - • -
Kurrachee - - 4678 
Tatta - • -: 705 
Hydrabad'. -, 3Ui-
Omercote -, .. - -
,Sukker - • - 'rS39 
Shikarpoor - - • 221T 

100 - - 2 75 - - 2 16.-... 30 - _ 20 _ _ 
Ha. a. p. 
241 - -
138 50 - - 2 40.- - ,2 10...... 25 - _ 13 _ _ 

100 - -

so - -
.150, - -

• 

50 - -

150 - -

,01 • 

1 15 - -
1 20 - -
1 10 
1 7 
2 
3 
i 
1 
I , 
1 
], 

1 
4: 
2 
2 
l' 
1 
1 
1 
2 
I' 
1 
6 
2 
1 
1 

- , 1 
I 
I 
1 ... , 

25 - -
75 - -
30 - -
25 -- -
15 ... -
60 - -
25 .., -
20 - -
30 - -
80 - -
40 - -
35 -.-

, 20" - ~ 

20 - -
15 - -
15 - -
60 T -

ao' - -
15 - -

200 - -
, 64. - -

15 - ... 
20 - -
15 - -
45 - -
25' - -f 20 __ 

15 .., -

6 
, 4 

2 
1 
2 
1 

3 
lr 
2 
2 
X 
1 
), 

1 
3 
2 
I 

12 
2, 
1-
L 
i, 
1 
1-

l' 
11 JS- _ _ 't ..... 

1 
1 
1 
f 

15 - - " 
2(1 -' - i' 
15 ... -

'1 8- ___ ! J 

: 

, -
... I 3 

34 - - 25 
2!t 
11' "'" '-6 ..:. ...... J _ 

14 14 - 25 
B .. - :. _ .. 

18 - -
5 - -

10 - -
10 - -
5 - -
5 - -
-5 - ... 
5 - -

15 - -
12 - -
5 - -

67 - -

!is - -

1 - -
:Jl 
3 

1 - _ 

5 
20 
12 
10 

3 
12 

5 
3 

12 
13 
6 
3 
1) 

3 
3 
2 

15 - -
24 
10 
7 - -

30 - -
254 

64 
46 
23 

111 14 -
35 - -
23 

110 
273 

56 
48 
30 
29 
26 
25 

128 
45 - -
25 - -

457 - -
. l~ - -

5 - -

13 
3 
5 

40 
'10 - .-' ~ S6J .... .. 

6 ~ -" - -
5 - -
6' - -

is - -

4 ... - 3 1 
- .. !. 

, 3- - -
- ; 2 - -

1 8' .. -. -

(1-, - -

6 - -
2 - -
~ - -
2' - -
2 - -

g!1, ... ... 

29 - -
21 - -
56 - -
87 - -
22 - -
11 - -
18 8 -
17 - -
30 - -
17 - -
10 - -

'" '1' 151 - - I 11 is - - .... WI sr' - - 23 _ _ 
50 

'1'50 
,,2 45 - - 2- 12 - - - - ,10 - - 117 _ _ 

- - 4 SO" - - :1' 12 g - 15' - - ' 1& - 272 8 _ 
- ; ~ 55 r 7' 4' '11 8 - S - - 10' - - 90 9 7 
.. ' l' 5' l' 7 '- - - - - oJ - 5 1 7 

1 25 - - 2 10;"''''! 3' 8' ~ , g- - - 46 8 _ 
1 20 - - 1 4 - - 7 - - , 3 - - 34 - -
I' 15 - - r 4 - - :J - - r 3. - - 25 - -

- I 1 14' s-... l' 4: - - - - ;t -' - 20 8 _ 
- '1 10 -.. 1 '* _... 1 - - 2 - ... 1 11' - _ 

150 ... - 1 20' - - 'l, 5 - - - - Ii. - - 118'0: _ ... ' 
- r 9 5. - - - - 2 -" - • • 11 5 -
- 1 15 - - :'1' 15 - - 4: - - 3 - - 3' _ _ 
- 2' 89' - - 4, 20' - - - - ]-9 - - 117 _ _ 
- t 15 -... 1. 4 - - - - :J - - 22 _ _ 
• II f1 -... l' ~... - - - 2- - - 12 _ _ 
• 1 , ,6 - - 1, 4: - - •• - 1 8 - 11 8 _ 
-,1 6-- 14-- - "'11.8- 118-
• 2- 1 46 - - 4: 20 - - 5 4: - 10 - - 80 4 _ 

,-
- 2- 45 _... 4' 20' - - 4 - - 10 .. - 79 _ _ . .. - 1 25 - - 2 10 - - 3' 8 - 5· - - 43 8 .. 
• I 1 27 14 lJr 2- 9 5 - 5, - - _ 7 7 2 49 11 J 
- : lrstablishment for four months in, th& h". season.at. a cosli of - 21 - -

100 - - 3' 135 - - 4 28 - - - - 29 - - 342 - _ 
....}- 40, _.. - ... - 10" ... • - 10 - - 60 - -

~ ; 951 .. - 6, 4~'" - , ~ .' 10.' - - 147 - -
),. 30 - - ,- - - - - - - 30 - -

150 - - 2 ,110 ~ oJ 4. 28 - - 2C1 - - • la, - - 323 - -
2 95 - - 2 14 - - - - 10 - - 119 - .. 

'" Note.-Alt Poona- 1m e'1tra1 establisw.eut:-iiI kept up' {ol"fil'e'months- frulJl'J ul1eto-October, at'a cost of.R8. flO per month. 

87. R R 4 la5. These 



• App. (C.),·No. 3. 

N amber of Mo
falsil POit-offic8S. 

:I.de •• ion of Post
.litel IO.lIidered. 

320 
PAPERS -RELATING TO THE 

~55 •. These clerks ma,y be thus classed: Rs. a" p.:, 
225 

3 Clerks on RI. 75 per mense~ 
2 Ditto on- 60 ditto • 
2' Ditto on - 50 ditto 
1 Ditto on .. 
1 Ditto on 
4 Ditto on 40 
9 Ditto on - 35 
7 Ditto on - 30 
1 Ditto on -

'12 Ditto on - 21i 
15. Ditto on - 20 
23 Ditto on - 15 

1 Ditto on -

'ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto ,
ditto 
ditto 

,9 Ditto o~ - 10 ditto 
1 Ditto pn -
1 Ditto on -

, 3 Ditto o~ - 6 ditto 
1 Ditto on -

-;; Clerks, at a total cost per mensem of 

120 
100 

49 
45. 

160 
,315 ;.. 
210 
. 27 14 'i1 
300 
300 
345 
14 B "-
90 

9 5 
B 

18 
5 1 7 

---
Rs.2341 13 6 

or total cost :;:stablishment in the M'brussil, exclusive of mel)ial servants: 
• Rs. a. p. 

1200 
- 2341 13 ' 6 

Postmasters 
Clerks _. 

GRAND TOT At- - - Rs. 3541 13 6 

156. There are 61 Post-offices subordinate to the Bombay General Post-~ffice,' of whiclt 
.17 are principal offices superintended by a Post~aster; a~d. ~4 are sub,ord.mate, n;anaged 
by a clerk, under the control of th~ Postmast~r of th~ ~lVlslon. 01' dls!flct, beSIdes the. 
receiving houses at the Presidency; and 14 stations, at whIch, tho_ugh there are no regu,Iar 
Post-offices, packets are made up for despat~h to the Genera~ Post~ffice~ but for ,whICh 
separate packets are not made up, the letters for those statIons bemg Included In th& 
packets for the nearest Post-office; p~ckets a~e als,o some~imes made ~p both at the General 
Post-office and subordinates, for offiCial functlonanes movmg about on duty. 

'157. Since 1837,12 new Post-offices,"besides those e~tablished on the annex~tl~n or the. 
Province of Silldh, have been opened: four of these were tra~sf~rred from the: dlStI'lct ,dawk 
establishment to the GeI;leral Post-office; two were opened In heu, of others Inconvemently 
situated, which were shut up; one at the requisition of the inhabitants; two owing to the· 
acquisition o(new territory; an,d four..to supply the wants of the community. . 

158. Ten Post-offices have been, abolished during the sal!!e period; two of these were 
those exchanged for others above alluded to; and thE:' remaining eight were given up' 
because "the advantages to 'the community were not. commensurate with the expense
incurred by Government." 

159. AU or nearly all the places at which Post-offices have peen abandoned, are district 
dawk stations, and the inhabitants are still therefore able.to cQmmunicate by poet. 

160. Several of the Postmasters whom I consulted have recommended the establishment 
oCnew Post-offices at various stations within their range, and in many cases no doubt they 
are required i hut as the extension of the facilities already afforded by the district dawk. 
will to a considerable extent obviate the inconvenience a(present experieticed from the want 
of a regular Post-office in all towns in which a Government officer. is stationed, the places 
lert.altot?;ether without means of communication by post Will be. but few. 

161. The Postmaster at Kolapoor recommends Post-offices to be'estabiished at the towns 
of Meruj Langlee, Tasgaon and Koorund. war;. these are' all large and important native towns 
in the Southern Maratha countl'Y, and,. with the exception 'of Tasgaoii not at present reached 
by the district dawk, . . . , , 

, . 
162. The BelgaoD' Postmaster thinks an office should be opened-at Jamkhundee a large 

native town of about 8,000 inhabitants, and 21 miles from the nearest. Post-office. ' 

163. The Postmaster at Bhooj recammends a Post-office at Mandavee about 40 miles. 
from B,liooj; it i~ a place of about 40,00() inhaLit~nts, and the·correspond~nce is at present 
transmitted by hued messengers;. there are, no district dawks in the Province of Cutch so 
that this important town has Il0 postal com~unication of: a.ny k~nd at. present. . ' 

164~ The Postmaster of ElIichpoor would establish Post-offices at the towns of Akote 
Ballapore and Khamgaon; these are in the territories of his. Highness the Nizam and th~-
inhabitants have no means at present of posting their letters. ' 

165. The-
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165. The Guzerat Postmaster thinks that" were district Post-offices established at several App. (C.), No.3. 
commercial towns, they would meet with every support." He would recommend their being 
opened in the following places: 

NameeofP'- Distance &om Population. 
the aeareat Poskffi .... 

POl"ebunder 120 miles 10,000 

Kurree 30 ditto S,OOl) 

Dehgaon 18 ditto 2,000 

Shidpoor - 27 ditto 1,500 

Veesnugger 27 ditto ~,ooo 

Wumugger 29 ditto 4,000 

Puttun 45 ditto 12,000 

Padra 9 ditto 6,000 

166. These towns are s.ituated either in the territories of his Highness the Guicowar or in 
the Province of Kattiawar, in neither of which is there any description of postal communi
cation available to thejnhabitants. ' 

167. The Postmaster in Khandeish recommends'several new Post-offices to be opened 
within his range; but they are all, with !he exception of Boorhanpoor, a large town of 
upwards of 30,000 inhabitants, stations of the district dawk, and should therefore be avail
able for the wants of the community. 

168. The Sholapoor Postmaster would open Post-offices at Akulkote, 20 miles from Sh~ 
lapoor, and at Warimga, 30 miles off. 

169.' The Tanna, Poona, Rutnagiree, Bhopawar, Mhow and Palunpore Postmasters are 
not of opinion that any additional Post-offices' are requisite within the limits of their 
respective postal control. 

170. The only place under the Bombay General Posf-office. besides the Presidency itself, Receiving.houses. 
where a regular receiving-house for letters has been established, is at Aurungabad, where 
one has been opened in the city, distant about three miles from the Post-office, which is in 
the cantonment. The number of cOvers posted, and the amount of postage collected during 
the month of July last, was as follows: . . 

NumlJer of Coyers. 
Amount of Postage 

collected. 
Paid. lIearlng. Service. TOTAr.. 

Rs. Q. p. 
282 232 2 516 30 1 6 

• 
17]. In the Mofussil, however, th~ facilities already afforded by the district dawks in a 

great measure ~upply what is required; as wherever a mamledar or mahalkerree is stationed, 
his office is a distrIct Post-office or receiving.house. 

172. In my Report on the District Dawks I have explained how the facilities already 
existing may be further e~tended, and made more read!!y availa?le to the public; ther~ are, Additional ~acili
however. several large native towns and other places 10 the neIghbourhood of our regular ties for posting 
Post-offices, where it would be very desirable to open receiving-houses and establish letter- letters. 
boxes. Distance 

173. The Postmaster in the Deccan recommends the following in his division: 
A receiving-house and letter-box in the city of Poona./J 
A receiving-house in the cantonment of Poona.b 

Ditto in the Artillery Lines at Ahmednugger.c 

A receiving-bouse and lette.r-box in the city of Sattara.~ 

174. The Tanna Postmaster would open four receiving-houses in the city of Surat;· the 
Guzerat,Postmastel', one in the city of Baroda,! and another in the Guicowar's ~amp near 
Deesa; the Khllndeish Postmaster one at each of the towns of Malligaum,g Nassuck 11. and 
Bhewndy ; i and the Belgaon Postmaster one at Shapoor.'c 

87. . S s 175. At 

IBba. from 
bitants. Post.office. 

M,. 
• 70,000 2 

" 30,000 Ii 
2 

"35,000 I 

• 90,000 ~t f30,OOO 

" 7,500 
It 
2 

'23,000 
• 8,500 

10 14,000 3 
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1%5 • .At most provincial Post .. offices at large statioW? a win~ow delive~y, or ~ore, properly 
Jlpeaking, a ,delivery from the office, is made to partIes sendIng for ~helr let~ers; at fifteell 
'Post-offices there are no delivery peons at.all, an~ the cler~ must ,either dehver the let~s 
himself, or hire a man to do so; and at othel's theIr number IS very, mad equate for the expe
ditious delivery of lettet'8, and an increase is represented to- be reqUired. , 

176. , On the ad,antages.ofbavmg stipendiary Postmasters ,in pr;!erence to collectors or 
other officers ex-o,(/iciu the Postmastel'-O'eneral of Bombay wrJtes- The collectors (I !1peak 
of course, with referen~e to lhose on this °side of India) have too much to attend to, to be able 
to afford sufficient titne to exerd\le a general control-over th~ deputy ~ostma~ters, or to exa
mine and l'ountersiO'n their accounts. Their onerous dutIes, bplh In theIr revenue and 
magisterial capaciti~s, prevent collectors from best~wing on postal m,atters that a!tention 
which they require and the consequence :would be, J.f they were appointed u-officlo Post
masters, that the ;ffice clerks at the sudder and subordinate stati~)Os wol1ld .have to do all 
the duties, and be bon~ fide the Postmasters. , . ,. . , 

II I consider Itbe ,a.rrangement in Western India far pre,fera?le: It IS Simple,. and devoId of 
that complexity which certainly ought to ?e guarded agamst. In all postal arra?gemen~s, and 
which must, [ think, result from the appomtment or ex-officw Postmasters, 'Without, In fact, 
responsibility or :relll1lmeration for .the extra trou.ble ~mpost:d on t~em; ~f deputy Po!:>~ma!1ters 
inefficiently paid, and of superintendents or overseers, With dutIes whIch o~ght to be per-
formed under a higher. appeliation. . .. ' , 

",In fac.t., 1 .consider .A.sys.tem .which recoO'nlZes Dnly stIpendiary Dr Jocomoilve Post
masters the best that can be adopted. Abolish all ex-officio Postmasters and aU military 
Postmasters,.the,majority of whom leave the work to .be ptorformed by, their c1e1'ks quite 
1UIcontr011ed, .aqd .ap}'>0int locoIl1lotive Postmasters each for a reasonable range, with ,liberal 
salaries, and no other duties to attend to, and there can be no doubt that the arrangements 
in the postal del?artment .will work to the· benefit of Government, and to the satisfaction of 

:th;'~Thblic!'h ' d a' h d.p h 'I>' h b t't t' f' d' , iii e sc eme Inteo uce ID 1843 a tOr. I~.o ~ect' 't e su S I U Ion ,0 st~pen lary ,0 cers 
for tbos~ unpaid'Postmasters who, having a multiplicity of other duties to attend to, could 
not pay proper attention to postal matters; the scheme, 'as far as I am aware, has realized 
expectati()ns, thUllgh it were '1.0 be Mlisbed that ,the \l'~mune,ration had beeu fixed at a more 
liberal standard. ' 

CI I am of opinion that the.re ought to be a ~id Postmaster for what .is called the Konkan 
line, ,.,hichextends as far south as Vin~orla. The Postmaster of 'fanna has charge on this 
'Jine as fal' as Mandvee;* where the'autnority of the Postmaster of Rutnagiree commences, 
Vingorla being his terminal station." 

, , 
1:77.':0D the advantages of having stipendiary Postmasters untrammelled by other .duties 

the 'Jate Ppsttnaster in :the, Deccan. sayS-:-" The system or IDominating olI,icers ~t.sublordinate 
station,S as Postmasters iii an erroneous<one. The , civil surgeon, 'who has;more than enQugh 
to do, IS usually appointed; but beyond replying to publIc letters., .the wOI:k is dIme by the 
clerk. I would do away with these appointments, and place an' uncovenanted servant, who 
had '~r&Yed :himself-qualified ·tll'eharge"'t)fl1~isl:riet,-m8.king-it inclJ'mbent -on ·him t& -reside a 
certalll portIOn of the year at each station WIthin bis nQ.,ge." 

178. The postal authorities whom -r conslllte:l are nearlYllniformly in favour of district 
Pos~masters with no other duties to ,attend to, a,nq ,qo not cOl.lsider that the work would be 
effiCIently performed by collectors or other officel's, as, their tilne beinO' fully occupied with 
other avocations, the Post-office would be neglected, or left to the m:naO'ement of a clerk. 
The collector of Rutnagiree, the only remaining revenue officer, ex-officio PoslmaRter, under 
the Bombay Gen~ral Post-offi~~, says, cC Itthink separate' Postma,sters are very requisite; 
no collector ~as 't~me to supenntend the dawk establishment under him; a separate Post
!Daster can give hiS time and attention to the details of his office;" and the politIcal super
~ntendent of Palunpore, also an ex-officio 'Postmaster, sllYs, ,. Let the Post·office ,be 
Jnd~pendent of all.collectors"and on!y.answerable .tCl the district Postmaster." 

179. 'The Post-offices 'in Sindh are not at present under the General Post-office; on tbis 
subJec~ the Postm~ster-general of Bombay says, "'The Post-offices in Scillde were for 
iicmertlme, and ,until lately, under the supervjsion of this·department but at the su"'O'estlon 
ofthe,pl'~sentt CO,mmissi,one~, they,were _p!aced·under .his e1C:c!uslve' eont~ol; all ;~anga
~!nt ,wllldc~ I consld~r o~Jectlonable, espeCially as all the accounts have to pass thl'ough thi$ . 
u.wce, an be 6lllbodled 10 'my accounts." ' 

18~ ~ would recommend that the system of stipendiary' locomotive Po'!tma.'Sters be 
ex~en e

h 
to the whole Presidency, incIljding Sindh, which should, I think, again he placed 

. u
t 

n derdtbe cobntcrol of ~h~ Bombay 'Postmaster-general, and not, as at present be superin-
en.e y t e ommll;SlOner.· ! 

181. 'T~e Postmas~ers in charge of the several divisinns into which it may be convenient 
to npportlhon the .Preslden,cy, s~ould ,be rem,unerated on the prmciples'at pre'>ent made appli
cable to t e fOUl locomotive stipendiary officers above described' their salaries bein'" made 
dependent on the rate of travelling kept up; Rs. 1'00 per me~sem b~in'" conside~ed the 

<2 

minimum. 

• .Sixtrsix miles frOID Panwell. t The late. 
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D'llmmum. They shouid be relieved from the charge, as Postmast~rs, of anY' particular App. (0-). No! I. 
office within their range, the details of whicn felter their JDovemenls, and prevent their 
visiting other parts of their charg-e when their presence is perhap' most required. The Post-
office at the principal station being entrlJsted to the head cle,rk, in the -same manner as the 
others in their divisions, they should receive a deputation allowance of Rs. 5 per diem when 
travelling on-their post tines, and be considered inspectors, as well as postmasters. 

182. The whole of the post linee subordinate to the Bombay General Post-office might be Details of plan. 
apportioned into seven divisions, ~onsisting of the following Post-offices:, 

1st. The Deccan division, consisting of the followin~ offices :-Poona, Kirkee, Khan
dala, Pan well, J ejooree, A urungabad, J aulna, Akola, Kunhur, Karinja, J affrabad, ElIich-
poor and Oomrawuttee. ' 

2d. The Northern- Koncan Division, containing the following :-Tanna, Basseen. 
Tarapoor, Dumaun, Bulsar, Surat, Broach and Baroda. 

3d. The Southern Koncan Division, containing the follDwing :-Mbar, Ituhlagjree. 
Dapoolee, Gohagur, Malwan and Villgorla. 

4th. Guzerat Division, containin~ :-Kalta.Ahmedabad (city and cantonment), Hut
sole, Deesa, Palullpore, Rajkote, Bhooj, Gogo, Bhownugger, Dhollera and Dholka. 

5th. Khandeish Division, containing:- MaUigaultl, Bhewndy, .Chandore. Nassuck. 
Dhooli~, Mundleyseer, Asseerghor" Mhow and Bhollawar. , 

6th. Camatic Division, cOlltaining :-Belgaum, Dharwar, Kulladghee, KoJaJ,loor 
KUl'rar, Sattara, Mhableshwur_ Punderp<,>or, Sholapoor and Beejapoor:. 

7th. Sindh Division, containing ~ - Kurrachee, Hyderabad, Tatta, Sukkur and 
Shikarpoor. 

183. The J auIna Post-office is at present under the Madras General Post-office;· as, how
ever, it is on the line travelled by the Post from Poona to N agpoor, which is under the conuol 
of'the Bombay Postmaster-general~ it should be transferred to the Bombay office. 

184. The' whole line of the Calcutta mail from PallweU to Nagpore' wOllIn, under the 
above arrangement, be under the control of the Postmaster in the Deccan. There is at 
present an officer especially entrusted t with the duty 6f superintending the- works erected 
for the transit of the mails on this line; this would relieve the Postmaster from the du.tY" of 
providing for the means of crossing rivers in the rainy season, and allow him to give his 
undivided attention to the efficiency oC the Post-offices and the superintendence of'the tra
velling, unless it might be considered under the new arrangement expedient, which it pro
bably eventually may, to do away with this special appointment, and entl'ust the whole 
charge of the line to the Postmaster. 

185. The cost of the seven stipendiary Postmasters above proposed Rs. a. p. 
would be at Rs. 150 each - 1050 

To meet this, there is the present salary of the four Postmasters of 
AW'ungabad, Kolapoor, Mhow and Sholapool', a~ Rs. 50 each - 201)' 

Ditto - - - ditto - - of the Postmaster in Upper Sindh Hilt 
Ditto - - - ditto - - oft.he Postmaster at Belgaum - 100 
Ditto - - - ditto - - of Postmasters at Poona, Tanna" 

Khandeish, Guzerat and Kurracpee, at Rs. 150 each - 7.10 
-----

1200 

giving a less cost than at. present of Rs. lIiO per mensem. 

186. The establishment of clerks in the Mofussil would no doubt be more efficient, were Classification of 
a. better system of classification adopted with. a more regular scale of pay. and a greater Clerks. 
regard paid to promotion to the various grades; they might, I think with advantage, bl' 
divided into six classes; the first to receive Rs. 75 per mensem, the second Rs.50, the 
third Rs.35, the fourth Rs. 25, the fifth Rs.20, and the sixth Rs.l0, b!;!low which there 
should be nohe. 

187. The 

• Note-There is a Postmaster at Jaulna on Rs. 50 per mensem, whose pay would be saved, and 
there are three Clerks on Rs.25, &.1.5, and Rs. 10 respectively. 

t Note.-This oflicerreceives a consolidated salary of Rs.516. 12.\ ~~ 6. p. RII. 4. p. 
per mensem, made up of Civil Pay - • -f· -

And Military net Pay - - - 121 12 

He draws also office tent allowance, amol!n"ting 
Rs.76 per mensem 

And has under him. the following Establishment: 
An Assistant Surveyor and lSuilder, on -
8 Storekeepers, at Its. 4 each . -

SS2 

TOTAL 
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. ;',; 187 The 96 clerks at present employed in the Mofussil,'Witb the . three b~l~mginJfto the 
App. (C.), ~o. 8 .. 'Ja"ln~ office, if transferred ~o the Bombay Post-office, ,uught perhaps be divided ·lnto the_ 

T.-ansfer of certain 
()fiices to Bombay. 

six classes proposed as follows: • 'R"" , 
~ t ' ' ... • ! ,. 6. Q. p. 

'Pirst' class on -. lls. 75' pe~ mens~m 3 clerks - 225 . - ... , 
Second class.oll •. 50 ,,, 11 clerks • 550. - .... ,~.-- . 
Third Class on • 35 11 12 clerks .. 420 
Fourth class on 25 " , 1,6 cl1erkks r 4

4
00 -'" 

Fifth class on • 20 " 20 c er s· o~. 
Sixth cla~ on 15 " 3~ ~lerks .~_ 

99.Clerks, at a cost of • ,. • :R8.2560 

188~ 'The present cost has been shown to b~ _ .• ,. 'R8~2:i41 1~ 6 
'To which must be added the salaries of the three clerk:s, n~w 

at. Jaulnai Post-offi~e,-on Rs. 25, Rs.l~, and ,Rs.IO. 60 -. 

R,. 2391 13 6, 

And a~ 1 have allowed above in' calculating the number' of 
clerks wh~ch will be requisite for a liberal est~blishment at 
Jaulna, the S!lving of. the present Postmaster i salary may 
be added - .. .'. 60.:-

R,.2441 13' 6" 

Being an increase of Rs. 108. 2. 6. on the pr~sent cost; or deducting this fmID the saving 
of~. li10, above shown in the salarieR of Postmasters~ leaving a net'decrease in charge of 
Rs •. 41. ;13. 6., sufficient to allow for two additional clerks of-the fiftlt class, should it be con·, 
sidered ~dvisable to add to thE; number 'Of the present establishment., The ~ostmaster-. 
genel'al would, of course, ,have to matur~, the details of any plan of ' the kind. and al'range 
wh~re and ho,," the cler~s of, the, Morussil postal department should be employed. 

189. The Bengal Post-office Commissioner proposes to'transfer some of the Post-offices 
at present under the control of the Postmasters-general of Bengal and the N ol'th-west 
Proviqces.to Bombay., t 

190; The two offices of Nagpore and'I{imptee, at present under the" Bengal office, are 
inconveniently situated as 1'egards their periodical inspection by the Postmaster-general 0(' 

Calcutta; not ~nly 'are they at a great. d}stallce 'frOID his head quarters, but also. to reach' 
them~ be has to pass through' a pal't of tile charge' of the 'Postmaster-general of the North-
western Provinces. ' ' 

191. These two offices, ifmade over to the Bombay Presidency, might be included i~ tb.~ 
charge of the Postmaster in the Deccan, whose line already extends as far as Nagpore. I 

192. Since the acquisition of the Punjaub, th~ number of Post-offices under the control of 
the Postmastel'-general of the North-western Provinces has greatly increased; and hill 
range has become so extensive as to make it difficult systematically to visit all parts of it; 
with the vi~w of renderin~ it more manageable. it is proposed to relieve him of tlie charge of 
some of the Post-offices bOl'dering in the Bombay Presidency. " < 

193 •. The'offices to be made over to Bombay, Khould the proposal be agreed to, are the 
f ollowmg :- '. 

, . ' 

1.-Erinpoorah. 3.-Kutah. 
1. Joudpore. 
2. Palee. 4,'::"'Neemuch. 

2.-Intlore. 9. Oodeyporef 
3. QQgein. 
4. Mabidpore. 
5. Rutlam. 

10. Khurwara. 

11. Salumber. 
6. Jowrah. 
7. Augur. 
s. SalUngEore. 

12. Kissore Saugor. 

13. Mundessore. 

111 all, four principal and 13 subOl'd inate offices. 

194. If the arrangement is sa~ctioned, Erinpoora and its two subordinate offic~s might 
he made over to the Po~tm~stel' m Guzerat; and Indore, and its six subordinate offices, and 
K?tah ~nd Neellluch, With Its five subordinate offices, to the Postmaster in Khandeish, who 
might, m that case, transfer the offices of Bhewndy Nassuck eh d Mil' nd 
Dh I, t t . d I ' " an ore, l a Igaum a 

0018, a presen un er lIS charge, to the Postmaster of the Northem Konkan; but it 
'Y0u1d d~volve on the Postm~ster-general to arrange the detail of establishment re uisite 
for carrymg 011 the postal dutIes at the new offices placed under h'ls . te d q II 

t d t ' ho r h I I 1 slIperm n ence, as we 
as 0 e ermme w Jar t e p an lave sketched above could be calTied out. " 

195. The 
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19&. The following is the Edablishment at present kept up:- ,>f .A.pp., (q.), No. a. 
, . . 

NAMES P~tm .. ~·. Number Aggregate Number Aggregate Olli .. Other TouL 
,of 

.SaIa'1' 
of II10Dthly Pay of Delivery MonthlyPay aotborised MODthly 

OFFICES. C1erb. of Clerks. Peol!'- otPeo .... Reut. , Charge. Charge. 

-"- -) . 
- lU. a. p. Bs. a. p. 

Nagpore - - · 6 ,~S - - 5 31 30 30: 189 
Xamptee - - 00 - - a 70 - - 7 60 18 18, 206 
Erinpoora - 60 .:. !! 45 1 5 10 lIO - - - - - -
.Joudpore - · ;; . ,1 '25 - - 1 li - 8 38 
Palee r -. · '. "1 

. !!O - . , · .. .. · 3 23 -Indore .. - i 'v 215 - - 3 15 - 33 363 
()ogein .. · - .. • 1 20 - - ~ · · "! - 2 ~22 

Mahidpore-
, . , '2 - 55 ,1, 5 3 63 · · .. - -

Rutlam - · - - 3 75 - - 1 5 - 5 8& 
owrah - - or - I 20' ...- - '1 "0 - ;3 28" 

Augur • .. .... -- 'itt' - 1 17 - - · · · - - · · 17 
SarungJlore · - >f. , .'- 1 17 - - - · · · - · · 17 
Neemuch • · 100 - - 3 '70 .- - 4 2' 30 30 25' 
.Qodeypore - · · - 1 20 - - .. .' .. .. - 2 22, 
Khurwara - · · - 1 ,20 -: T' ,1 6 .. '4 30 
Salumber - - · - 1 8. - .. - · · · - .- - 8, 
Kissore Saugor · - ~- . 1 12 - - · · · · - · · 12 
Mundessore · .. r, ,~ 50 - - 1 5 - . 5 60 
Kotall . . · . 2 45 - - 1 I) - 8 58 -, .- f-.- -

196. The district Postmasters should, in their· c1laracter' of Inspectors, make a toUl' fln 'Duties of District 
,every post line under their charge. at least once a yenr. This duty should not be performed 'Postmasters. 
by merely travtllling post haste from end to end, but leisurely, and with sufficient halts, to 
enable them to become Itcquaint~d with the working of the post. They'should also, besides 
this annual tour, proceed to any part of their line, or any office along it, where theil' presence 
is required, o~in9 to any unforeseen ca!lse. , 

191 J While on their tour, they should keep a diary of their proceedings for submission to 
the Postmaster-general. The subjoined instructions. and form of report to be furnished by 
them, prepared by Captain Hart, late, Postmaster in the Deccan, have been obligin~,ly 
placed at my disposal; ,theY' will serve to show what is required, and mig;ht be adopted With 
.advantage. with the exception, that to make the proposed report really serve as Ii check 
,on the proceedings of the Postmastel'l it should be sent in ~eekly, instead of only on.:e a 

• month.' 

Instructions for Di~trict Postmasters. when on deputation: 

A r~port 9f daiiv progress, according to the' accomp'anying form, to be fOl'warded with: the 
-abstr~ct for clepu\ation allowance. • 

In ('olumn 3 any impediments to the lJrogress of the mail are to be noticed, whether re
ported to the proper authority, remarks on ihe ferries, &c. 

In column 4 are to be entered abstract statements of complaiQts against the contractor 
for non-payment of' his establishment, &c., or the fac~ of none being made; notice of his 
baving provided suitable huts for his people; that they ilre not located in the public temples 
or chowries; that the wallets are in proper order. _ . 

In column 5 the state of the dovernment Establishment at subordinate stations must be 
shown, entries that the boob have been examined and signed, the peons' distrib~tion books 
found regularly authenticated by the clerk's initials daily, that no private accounts are kept~ 
that all ca:sh has been regularly paid into the treasury, that monthly lists of unclaimed letters, 
as addressed in the English or native character, have beeu hung up outside the office, and 
forwarded to the K uchery and Adawlut, that notice of the hours of the office being open and 
-closed is also exposed, &c., whether complaints exist. 

In the column of Remarks is to be entered, that notice of intended visit to subordinate sta
tions and length of stay has been given to civil and military authorities, the usual time of 
delivery of the mail how long after its arrival, state of branch offices, and general observa
tions; particular notice is to be taken of the bags from district offices containing other than 
Jlost letters. 

(To accompauy the Abstract of Rs.6 per diem for deputation allowance.) 

DEPUTATION 



PAPERS RELA1'ING -TO THE' . 
Postmaster, Dekkan Division, from the:...-,..-, --- to lhe_, ___ _ 

D~PUTATION REPORT of inclusive while visIting the Stations on the (Canoor) Lme. , -

"nate, 

1850: 
Nov. 3 

" 
4, 

" 
Ii 

, 6 

, 7 

Deputy Post
masters. . 

Their duties. 

5. -4. 
1. 2. 3. 

Remarks on ,the 
Remarklf on tbe 

State of the Governmpnt Post-office General ll.emark .. 
STATION. Distance, Road, Rivero, Nullao, &:c. Contractor'. Establkhment Elitablibbment. -

-
M. F. 

_ -, A pathway has __ The runners, ex-
--Left Poonafor 10 4, 

tra runners, riders, been cleared over the Wurker, No. 2 
hills sine;, last Report, &c,. at No.1 and 2 

Station. 
and nulla not bridged. Stations, paid up ; no 

complaint; j?loper 
huts provided. 

- - Yekutpore, 9 3 _ - Pathway to nullas _ - Extra rtmnE!l'!l two 
has, and required to months in arrears at No.4 Station. 
be levelle.l; reported No.2: .:fined contrQc-
the same to engineer tor double the amount, 
depart~ent. and had the new paid 

in my presence. 

- - yeyoorie Post- • - - Yekertpore nulla - - No complJ.ints; - - Examined the - - Gave notice of my - -
huts at No. -, but clerk's books, and intended arrival to the requires to be bridged; office Station, 
rUBllers at No.-, signed' them; fined Mamlutdar. Thep No.- constant delay occurs 
living in the Chow- him Bs. - fQr not pIe complain ofthe in here ill the rains. 

, ries, ordered their 1'e- having the Unclaimed attention of the clerk, . 
Ditto. moval, and a hut ito Letter List outside who is oftell! abaen 

be provided at once. his office; he has been in office hours j repri 
Ditto. - years in the ser- manded, &c. &e. 

vice, but is not ae-
:tainted with his , uty. The office is 
open at -, and closed 
at ..... 

• . 
Signatures. 

198 Clerks in charge of Post-offices mio-ht be styled Deputy Postmasters: and as- they 
would: be at the head of an office, and the "'Ppstmastel' of the district mi~ht be at the ~ther 
end of his range, tbeyshouldJcorrespond,djrect with the Postmaster-gent'ral on all subJects 
not connected with the travelling of the matis, and they should have charge, wher~ the dawkii 
are carried by, Government establishments; of the runners and overseers, on the hnes su~orw 
,dinate to the station at which they are Postmasters. 

199. It'should be Illeil' dUly to keep tbe Postmaster of the district fully informed 0!l all • 
points connected with the expeditious travelling of the mails; to report all extraordmary 
detentions, and to suggest any alterations in the. hour of despatch of cross or branch posts 
by which the convenience of the public could be better secul'ed. , 

200. They should hring to the lmmt'diate notice of the Civil Engineer, the Superintendent 
of Roads, or other officer in charge of publIC WOI ks, any sudden damage done to bridges, 
causeways, roads, &c. by w,hich the transit of the mails might be impeded. 

No reduction in 
establislllnents can 
be made. 

201. In Mafussil Po~t.:.affices the establishment of clerks was not increased when the 
Overland 'comn;lOnication IUld pre-payment of ' steam postage were organized, though the 
nutmerou~'accou\lts and statements, to which the latter especially give rise, greatly added to 
their duties; it is not the opinion of the postal authorities that any reduction could be made 

pJ'omotion of 
Mofussii clerks. 

on the introduction of the projected reforms; and, as folF as I have had opportunities for 
judgiJilg"I. am incelined to agree with, them. 

202: I h'aveFroposed Rs.15 as·the minimum pay ftlr post-office clerks in th'e interior, as 
l'consider'll lower tate would not secure the pos8ession of the acq uirements .necessary for the 
pr?per perfor~ance of the duties; l'equiring, as they do, in addition to constant and unre
m1tted'attentlOn at-office, considerable geographical knowledge and an acquaintance with 
the English language. ' , 

203. O.n this subject'Captain Hart observes, "They (post-office clerks) are require~ to 
be a~ then pos's IlIgl'lt an~ day;. a holiday is unknown to them; ill sickness Ihey have to
pl'ovlde and pay fal' a substItute; 111 slime ca~es, a peon also, ar deliver the letters them
selves; and yet a ('orrect statement of all monies pa.!lsina- throno h their hands is expectf.'d 
from them. Whol~y uncontro\ll'd ill the 'preparation of their ac;ounts, is it to be supposed 
tha~ thes~ underpaId, ovel'worked clerks should do otherwise than ap,Propriate a portIOn of 
theIr rece1pts when they can do so with impumty 1" , 

204. In ord~r ~o arrange a better system of promotion among Post-office empluyes, the, 
powe! o~ appomtmg to all ~a{'ant offices must be vested in the Postmaster-general to whom 
t~e distrIct Pos.tmastel'~ ml~ht suhmi~ thdr recommendations in favour of deser~ill(J' indi-' 

, vlduals; the per~onal ~cqualn,unce w1th the general qualifications and conduct of the~elel'ks 
of the department, ,,!,hlch \~(lUld ,rel'ult from bis constant tours of inspection would assist the-
Postmaster-general In makmg IllS selection. . ' , 

205. With 
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205. With a better system of promotion, and a minimum pay of Rs. 15 per mensem, some QualificatiOIlll 
-arrangement might: be made for testing the qualifications of candidates by means of exarui- should lle-tested. 
nation, as is now done prior to admissi~n into the service of Goverument in other depart-
ments; at present an acquaintance with the duties to be performed is not sufficiently con-
'6idered in nominating to vacancies in' the po~t.office, and mistakes and confusion is too 
frequently the 1:lonsequence. 

206. iEvery Post-office should be furnished with a delivery ~n; and where the number Every Post-office 
oflet/ersto be delivered in a,month exceeds a certain average, there should be twq, beyond to be supplied with 
another point three, and so on. The Postmaster-general, in communication with the local proper machinery. 
officers, might arrange the gradations by which the strength of the delivery force should be 
regulated. ' 

207. Every Post-.office should be supplied ,with proper scales and weights and stamp!!, 
with complete lists of all, Post-offices in India, and, so. long as poe;tage is ,made a.t a.ll de-
,pendent on distance, with ,he rates of postage leviable. . ' 

.208. The stamps at present in use in thePost·bffice~ in the Province of Sindh, are not the 
same as those employed in the rest pf India, but more similar to those of the United King
dom; they are; perhaps, neater than the Indian stal1l-ps; but as it would occasion a very great 
and unnecessary expense to intfodu.<:e a new style (Olf stamps throughout India, the Smdh 
'.Stamps should, I think, be changeri for those in ordinary. use, both for the sake of uniformity, 
and because the de.,;cription of stamp at pres~nt used. .there is D9t recognised by the Post
office rules and regulations. 

209. All large offices, shoul4 be suppliedlwith shifting types to show the date; .in small 
offices it migh~ be il;lserted, as it is at present, by the Po!>t-otfice clerk in writing. 

210. By Section XXVI. of the Rules passed by the Governor·general of India in Council 
on the 30th August 1837, "at Provincial Post-offices the packets are to be made up at 
.IS P.X. for all mails to be despatched in the course of the night; hut for mails which usually 
pass in the course of the day, the packets are to be made up half an hour l>efore the expected 
arrival of such mails, which are in DO calle to be subjected to any detention." 

211. Were the' hour of arrival of the mails the same, or even nearly the same, every day, 
this rule would be productive of little or no inconvenience; on long lines of post, however, 
such all those'from Calcutta, Madras and Agra. the lwur of the mail's arrival at any given 
point" particularly',during .the raiRY !leason. I'anges OV& the ·whole 24; and it is therefore 
impossible, in pract,ice,·fpNhe ,Postmasters at . intermediate stations to close their packets 
half an hour before its arrival i the,consequence.is, that.in the greater number of eases they 
are obliged to fix on some 'arbltrary hour: and shollld the mall from the terminal station 
arrive before the packets are made up, as it is '" in no' ease to be subjet:ted to'3.ny detention," 
the letters from the station' itself are all left behind, and 'must wait till the next mail passes 
-through. ' 

212. When at Ahmednugger in August las~, I received many complaints of the very great 
.delay and uncertainty to which the correspondence with Bombay was in consequence sub
jected, le~ters posted there sometimes takIng four days to Teach theil'destination, while they 
come up In 26 or 28 bours. 

'21&', This delay in ,letters .arriving in iBombay, ,Ilfound, on illquiry, to be partly owing to 
• the cause I have desC\'ibed, anll partly'to the ma,L being despatched from Poona to Bombay 
-at 5 P.H. every day, without reference to the arrival .of the Calcutta or Madras Posts; it 
sometimes happened, in the rains, when the time.of arrival Qf the Oalcutta dawk at Abwed
nugger is very uncertain, that the whole of the station letters were detained 36 or 40 hours, 
owing to no post passing through during that period; and Ilgain wel'e too late in arriving 
at Poona for the post to Bombay, and had consequently to wait till the following day. 

214. This inconvenieJ;lce hasheen moqified to some extent by the Postmaster-general since 
I brought the subject. to his notice, by i.nstru.cting the Post-office clerk at Ahmednugger to 
despatch his mail daily to Poona at 7 P.U. (so Its to arrive at Poona before five next day), 
whether the CalcQtta dawk has arrived or not; in the latter case, sending it on by express 
to Poona. if there is any chance of its arJ'iving in time there • . . 

215. But the same inconvenience and uncertainty in respect to their correspondence with 
Bombay exist also at Aurungabad and JauIna,'" and indeed on every line of road in India in, 
which the hour of the lmail's despatch is dependent on the arrival of the ]>ost from the ter

minal ' 

• Note.-The Postmaster of Belgaon says, "I rec~iTed a note a few days ago from Mr. Hart, 
the Inam Commissioner from Dharwar, complaining that letters he posted there on the 2d did not 
reach Belgaon till the 4th instant. This delay WII8 owing to the detentioll of the Madras dawk from 
:heavy rain." Alld Mr. Elphinstone, the CoUector of KllIwdeish, complains that great delay is occa
sioned in the transmission of letters to and from his district officers, whICh are conveyed partly by 
regular post, owing to the uncertainty of the Bombay and Agra mail; i.t sometimes, he says, " takes 
six d,.ys to oonvey II letter from Shadll Soltanpore to Malligaum, and about seven days from Boodhwar 
to Dhoolia .... 

87. SS4 

Uncertainty and 
delay in the Post'a 
arrival at office • 
on trunk lines. 

Reason of thia 
explained. 
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Remedy consi
dered. 

PAPERS RELATING TO THE L 

. . d t tt t to provide forthe evil by fixing on an arbitrary hour of despatch 
mmal staipn; a~ 0 a'~hm~ reference to the arrival of the mail from the Post-offices in the 
from !lna 0lst-o ce ~I ou the uncertainty at one station, by increasing it at aU the rest. 
rear, IS mere y to ove,come. . . ,'. 

• Th 1 s by which the inconvenience could be entIrely removed would be-
2} 6. e tODl'1t ~eanthe arrl'val of the mails at all intermediate stations; and this, in the 

penect punc ua I y 10 • • t tt' bi . th" t first lace in the resent state of the roads a~d l'lver~, IS no a aUla ~ 10 IS coun ry; and, 
Pdl , 't Po J't would be at the sacrifice of speed, and the mterests of tlie more 

secon y, were IS" db' t t th f th . te d' important terminal stations would then be ma e su !;ervlen 0 ose 0, e, In rme late-
OO~ , . • 

217. 'None pf the Postal authorities whom I have consulted have been,., able, to propose 
'any feasible means 'of getting rid of the evil, a~d the ~mly arran~eOlent which I can ~ugg~st, 
is to make up the packets at intermediate stations tWice a day, Instead of once, say'at noon, 
and at 6 P.M., so as to reduce the caance of the ,!hole corresponde~ce of the, statIOn b~iDg 
left behind, in conseq,uenc,e of the 'p'ack~t not bemg ready, and, where th~ corre.spondence 
between auy'two statIOns IS of sufficIent Importance, to keep up a separate estahl~hmen~ of 
runners, and have an independent despatc.h daily. ' 

Publicity to be '218. Greater publicity should be given o! ~he facilit!es afforded for commll:niCati0!l~Y pO,st; 
given to additional when any new office is opened, or a recemn&, hou~e or letter-b<?x .estab!lshed, mtJmatlon 
facilities afforded. might ~e given t.o the coUecto~ or oth.er chIef o~cer of ~he dIstnct, WIth a r~quest t~at 

. notices 1n the natIve language mIght be Jssued to hIS subordmate officers for the mformatIon 
of the. public. 

Unclaimed letters. 219. Lists of unclaimed letters lying in ihe post-office, in the English 'and Native lan-
guages should be hung up outside; and the rates of postage leviable on aU letters, news
papers 'and parcels should also be translat('d into the native language, and posted ,above the 

A post-office 
manual required. 

post-offices should' 
be on tr~nk lines. 

Clerks should live 
on the premises. 

Receipt and deli
very of letters. 

letter-box, with which every Post-office should be furnished. 

'220. A manual of Post-office Instructions was prepared some years since,' by a former 
lPostmaster-generalof the North-western Provinces; many alterations have since taken place,. 
and the reforms now under contemplation will, if carried out, render it almost useless j a 
manual should be prepared for the guidance of the Indian Post-office generaUy, and published 
uuder authority. • , 

221. Post-offices at all towns on trunk lines should be stationed on the high road; at 
present many of them, as is the case at Malligaum, where it is situated tn the cantonment, 
1 i mile from the road, are at a distance on one side, and much time' is consequently lost,. 
owing to the runners beingobliged,to make a detour to reach thllm., ' ' , " 

222: Did the c1erks'in charge of Mofussil Post-offices live on the premises, much time 
would be saved whe~ the mails pass at irregular hours, or during the night, when it not 
unfrequently happens either that the packets have to be taken to the cl~rk's house, or the 
mail detained till he can come to the office. ' . 

223. The receipt and delivery of l~tters at Morussil Post-offices should be regulated', as far 
as practicable, on the plan recommended for the General Post-office at the Presidency,. 
letters brought to the office being posted by means of 10l'ked letter-boxes with slits for their 
reception, and those arriving for delivery being sorted amonO' the letter peons and the office 
window delivery, ,an acknowledgment being taken from theOformer in the abstract register 
of the office for th~ number of lett,ers, &:c., entrusted to them for distribution, and the amount 
,of postage for which they ~re responsible. \' . 

Delivery peons and .224. The number (>f ?~n'v~ry\peons and contingent allowance for stationery, icc., of the 
contingent allow- dl~erent offices also reqUIre to be remodelled, and placed on a footing more in accordance 
ances. With the work performed by ea<;h. • 

225. From the statement I have given above in para. 164, it will be seen that the 
nnmbel' of peons, and the sum allowed for contingencies do not in the case of many of the 
o~ces bear the same proportion to the Dumb('r of covers despatched; thus at Ahmednugger, 
WI~ 5,114.covers despatc~ed, there are two delivery peons, while at Belgaon, with 5,319. 
there are SIX, and the conb~gent allowance at Ahmedriugger is only half the sum expended 
at Belgaon ; at DlI:rwal', ~Ylth o~ly 2,914 cov~rs despatched,'there are four delivery p'eons, 
and Ra.12 for contmg-encles, while at RutnagIree, with 2 767 covers there is only one peon, 
and an allowance of Ra.5 for contingent. " ' 

, , 22~. ,Again, at the Ah~edabad Cantonment Post-office, with 1,051 covers, there are three 
peons, and a~ Hursole, With only 280, two; while at Sattara, with 2,642, there is but one; 
a~d the contmgent allowance at Tatta, with only 705 covers is equal to that of Ahmednugger-
With more than 5,000! " 

b ~2?d Jhe ab~vh examples show that some scale of allowance, as well as of peons, should 
e al own IWltd re!lerence to the amount of work performed· the Postmaster-general alone 

can arrange tIe etal s of such a plan' but it might b ' d d"d the 
different offices into classes both with ;espect to clerkseaadg°al°l anangemenfjt to IlvI effice t h . b n owances' a rst-c ass 0 
o ave a cerj.am, num el' ,of clerks on certain fixed rates of pay, a certai'; number of delivery 

peons, and a sum as contingent allowance' a second-clas ffi . l"k 'd d fos 
by a lower rate, and so on. ' s 0 ce 10 I e manner provl e 

228. The 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION, &cr. IN INDIA. 

, 228. The Post-office Committeewhicb assembled ilt183G divitled the Post-offices in respect App. (C.~. 'N'o. '3. 
to contingent alTowanc~ intO' 10 classes; the' first dass to receive Rs. 30 per mensem, the 
second Rs. 18( the. third Rs.' 12, the. fourth Rs. 11, the fifth Rs. 10; the flixth R,. 8, the 
seventh Rs. II, the eighth Rs.5, the mnth Rs. 3, and, the tenth Rs. 2' and there were in the 

,Bombay Presidency one office only of the first class, none of th~ se~ond, three 'of the third 
one of the fourth, four of tbe fifth, five of the sixth, three of the seventb nine of the eig,bth' 
foul'tee~ ~f the ninth" and sixteen of the tenth. ' " ' , 

229; These allowances' were apparently fixed on somewhat- a1 bitrary prjnciple~J and the 
amount was very soon not abided by, and in most instances exceeded, as will be seen by the 
statement appendfad to the Postmaster-general's letter to the Secretary to the Government 
of Bombay. No. 1041, General Department, dated 11th January 1841. Allowances of this 
kind ~u~t. in fact, to a certain ext('nt be considered fluctuating. depending on the correspon
dence .passi~g tlnough the office at a given ti.~e, and. as such, a discretionary power ought 
to be left wlt,h thEl Postmaster-general to review and reconstruct tbe allowance perioa,icaIly, 
.making such changes as lIppear to llim "aUed for, provided the gross sum sanctioned as con-
tingent allowance IS' not exceeded.' " • 

230. I/l. the Bombay Presidency the mails 'are carri~d by mail car~s, hy horses, and by Travelling of $. 
foot-runners, according to. the desl'r~ption of road to be ~ravelled over, and the degree of mails, and mode 
!mpol'tance attached to qUick t~avelhllg on any particular lme. of conveyance. 

23 I. Wherever metalled roads have' been provided, and bridges erectf:d, the mails should Means of conv"y. 
undoubtedly be conveyed in wheeled carriages; they iI'avel at a more uniform rate of speed, ance best suited. 
end the packets are bf'tte1' protected, both from weather and other accidel)ts. than when 
carried ?l' horseback, or by runners. 

232. Where the rains are light and the country tracks tolerably good, and not liable to be 
flooded, horses answer very wt'll; but over a black or heavy SOil, it is very questionable 
whether a foot-runner cannot make better progress, in the rainy season at least, than a man 
on Ilorseback; ann, if so, the substitution of horses for men is not in Ruch cases desirable, 
'and would not in the 10llg-rull be found to ensure any thing like an .increase in celerity or 
regularity commensurate with the additional outlay. 

233. The number tf miles travelled over by the mails under the control of the Postma!lter- Length of post 
general of Bombay is 3,926, and in the province of Sindh there Dre 818 miles of post, which, roads, 
ail 1 ~ave explained llbove, though now within the BOlllbay Presidency. are not under the 
Gen!!lal PosL-office; making a total distanc~ of 4,744 miles. 

234. The annual cost of conveyance is for Smdh Rs. 28,884, and fQr the mails under the Cost of con,-eYlince 
pQstmaster-general Rs. 2,55,112. O. 6,,01' an aggregate chal'ge of Rs. 2,831996.6., giving the of mails. ' 
average annual cost per mile at Rs. 69. ] O. 9.; thiS does not i,cIude tbe conveyance of tbe ' 
mails bet\\een Bombay and Sindh by seD> for. nine months iQ the year, at a charge of 
Rs.65,000. 

235. Of the 4,744 miles of post-road ill the Bomhay Presidency, the mails are canied on How carried. 
2,569 1l1iles by contract, and the remainder by Government establishments; there are 
mail carts and horse dawks over _982 miles, 20 miles of water carriage, and 3,742 miles on 
which foot-run~crs only are employed. 

236. The longest line under one contract is that from Panwell to Nagpore, 476 miles; Panwell and Nag. 
this was formerly divided into two, there being a separate contract from Bombay, across pore contract. 
the harbour by water, to P.lRwell, and thence by mail cart to Poona; and another for a 
horse dawk fl'om thence to Nagpore; the water cal'riage is, however, now contracted 
for by the Bombay Steam Navigation Company, the malls as well as all Government 
stoles and troops being. by the terms of the last agreement entered into with them, 
carl'ied free of chuge, il,l con~idel'alion of' the Panwell ferlY farm being made over to 
thera. 

237. The pl'e!>ent contractor cove~ants to carry the mails fi'om Panwell to Poona by mail 
cart, and from Poona to Nagpore by horses; il~ his former contract he agre~d to ~eep .up 
a certain number of hor~es at each stage; but III the agreement last entered mto With him, 
a cel tain pa~e for mails and f'Xpresse~, and a maximum weight [or. the o~dinary a~ld Ov.erland 
mails, are stipulated for; but the mellns neces"ary for <lccomph,shmg tins, are lett to hlll?self •. 
He is further bound to comey all Government expresses free ot extl"a charg.e, and for pHvate 
expl esses is allowe~ half the a!llOunt paid to Government, viz., 2 ann~s a mile. He is allowed 
a reward for carrymg the mall betweell Poolla and Nagpol'e at a qUicker rate of speed than 
60 hours: the Bhangy mail tr8\'els \\ ith the letter mail between Pall well and Poona; but from 
Poona to Nagport', and vice "emi, it is despatched only on alternate day!!. He has to provide 
bags and wallets for tht' mails, and is allowed 2 annas a pound for extra weig\lt conveyed 
between Panwell and Poona. 

238. The contractol' for the mail from Bombay to Indore agrees to carry the mails either Bombay and 
on hOi seback, or In Inltil carts, and the Bhangy mail on altf'mate days; the whole weight Indore ('ontract. 
not to exceed two hundled pounds if carrif'd by carts, or seventy-two it: carried hy horse, 
except on the arrival of the Overland mail, 'Yhen the malls are ~o be de!>patched fl'om Bombay 
twice in the twenty-four hours; but the weight not to exceed. III the whole 350 Ibs. In other 
respe.cts the conditIOns resemble tbose of the ~agpOle cllntl'act., • 

8 ' T T 239. In j. 
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Remarks on con· 
tracts. 

Indore contract. 

Causetl of failure. 

Object in "fiew. 

Means should be 
specified. 

Sh~rt lines better. 

3.30 
. be Q eutered into for foot dawk!fa certain· pace' f~r the 

239. In the contract$ WhlCh. h~ye· ted for and the contractor left to employ any, meanlJ of 
fail' and rainy season has ~ee.n s~IPuld eta: p:ovide wallets and. mail bags, to. erect ·,huts for 
conveyance he 'pleases; . e ItS

t 
dunce at the different PosH)ffices 'e,,' route, and to provide 

runners, to keep agents In 'a ~n a~ .; , 
boats, (erry men, &c., for ~rossmg fIvers. '., '. , 

, f d which has been 'attamed tinder the system of foot dawk 
240; Th~ ~reatest rate 0, spee en Punder ol'e and Sholapore 41 miles, where 'it has 

contracts IS In ~e, s:o~~l;~~; ~:r\~~O', lCl pole!, in the ~air season; the f<peed' of fdot dawks 
aver~ged 8$ mue as contr;sted with tbose under the. dIrect management of the officers of 
camed, by contr~ct" as~ f the contract svstem' the average rate throu~h.out the year 
th Aepartment IS 10 .avour 0 .,' d b G t ~ \.\ d ' .... t ......... ;le'" .. t'urlollO's 30 poles per hour; an y overnmen runner!; bemg un er.conwac, ., -.. ~,,,,, ~ • , 
ollly 4. miles> 1 furlong, 27 poles.· . .. " . 

241. 'The present contract for tbe conveyance of t~e !DRI,Is·by stea~-boat bet"Yeen Bomb!).y 
. d K achee in Sindh provides for the transmISSion ~f all maIls, ~hangl~s. ~c" three 
tir:nes ::o))th during th~ fair seas9ri. In the ~onths Of June; July and A~gust no mails 
are sent b sea to Sindh. The time agreed on IS 100 hours each way. The .dates of de

(ture are at-present from Bombay, the 8th, 18th and 27th of each mon.Ii, and, from. 
paK b 'the 9d 13'h and 94th The terms of the contract are Rs. 7,500 pe.r mensem. urrac ee -,.. .... d ' f R 'd I.' I 
e¥ce-pt in the months of May and September, when a dE' IIchon 0 s. 1,25() IS, ma e lor two 
voyages not pe,rformed, makrng an aggregate of Ea. 65,t'IO() per annum. The p~ eSvl?-~ contract 
'~as entered into for a term of four years . 

. 24~. i~ is questionable, I thi,!-k,. when a co?tract on an untried road, fo~ a ne~ Ilescriptlon 
of conveyance, is first entered mto, whether It IS pt'udent to leave the. employment of the 
means necessary- to work it satisfactorllv altogether to the contractor; on the Paowell and 

. Nag pore line, where the. experiment ot a horse dawk had' been test~d') and the c~>ntractor's 
establishments proved by an experience of some yea~s to be suffiCIent, ~here might be no 
occasion to stipulate for- a certain number of horses bemg kept up at each stage; but on the 
Bombay and Indore Iin~~ 'had the .me~ns by w,hich the', contract~r pr~posed to c8r~'y, t~e 
weight agreed on, been 'more fully con~,dered, an~ the ~ece"sary stIpulatIOn,s, entered, In h,~ 
agreement, it might perhaps have obVIated the dlsapporntment and c~plamt to whICh his 
failure to fulfil its 'Conditionf'o gave ri$e. ' .. 

2~3. Two cause~ appear ts>. have combilled to preyent the satisfactory working of the 
contract; first, he bound himself to r~rforIll. more than his means warrallteu; and, secemdly,., 
a part of the road at least would seem by no means adapted for the description of carriage 
contemplated. 

244. By the terms'of his agreement' he bound him~elf to make tWQ 'trips a day, on th~ 
arrival of the Overland mail; in respect. to this, the Postmaster-genel'al Qf Bombay says, 

.14 It is utterly impossible to' 'expect that' the contractor can make double trips; l ~m quite 
satisfied of this point, and consider therefore that it would b~e unju~t to require him to make 
tbam," One great object in inviting t~ders fol' the, c:onveyanca oC the ,mails 011 the lndore 
road, at a gr~atli'r rate of 'speed. appears to have, been the more eJf;pedttious despatcn of the 
EngUsh correspondence from the Bombay o$ce: ever~ exel'tioll is. made to bring the maillf 
from Europe to India in the shortest possible time; but the advantages thus gained are to 
a ~eat degree nu~lrtied if these. exel·tion8 are .• remitted as soon as they reaclf this C04ntry; 
ani:! the great deSIderatUm has therefore heeT,l to carry the whole bulk of the mail onwar4 
from U0mbay without delay. 

245~ ,H w~~ thought. that witu two> despat£he$ a day, thl,$' could be, ac~ompli$hecl on thlt 
IltdQre l·oad.11l three days; aIld if th.e contractpl',is\l.Qa.ble to fulfil dlis part of his conditions, 
one great end il) view. in arl'anging for the contra.et ba$ failea of it~ accompli'3hlluent •. 

246. I am not aware wbetherany, a~d; if so, what modifications were subseqnently made 
in. the ,terms of h~s origin~l contract; but it appears to me, that, to whatever ,cause itil 
failure ~u. tba fil:St, Instance IS to. bEl> attributed, wbether to irnperfect information at the 
outset, I~norail~e:t;'f\ ~he character of the c?untry to be- travelled over~ or a' blind disl'egarcl 
of the- difficultIes, InCIdental to an l1ndertakln<>' of such ma"nitude on a line of road hitherto 
trav~rse<li by foot, runners. ~nly i it is of importance" ill ~IL future cases of the kind. to 
.provl~~, by specific condltlOn!!, for ~he. manner ia which it is proposed to carry Qut th~ 
condl~lo,nS a~re~ on., and not to take It fOl'gt·anted that the contl'actor will, for his own tlake, 
ta~e c:are to 'provIde. the means, neces..ary for their fulfilment. ' 

~47. 'J;bis might be, sufficient di<i; a. failure affect,thac >nj;racto~ aI.lbne:; but. the i~terests of 
the ~ov~ru~ent and of the public are, alsa involved. as when the mea.ns Qt: postal cozn.. 
~umcatLOn.1n a co~ntry: have been ~ntll'ely changed by tne introduction' of a new system, it 
1s n~t pOSSIble agam to fall bac~ on those before employed, which,. Oil ceasing to. b'e required,. 
are I~ most cases no longer avaIlable for the purpose. 

, " 

248. ~ think. too, as a general rule, ill a. first ulldertakin<>' of the kind contracts fbI' 
shorter hnes ~ould be fo~nd to ~nswer better; it is difficult, if not impossibie, for anyone 
man to -suPf:n~ten<l or satlsfa~to),llr wC?rk a neW' contract to:- Some hundreds of miles of 
road; and, ,It !8 not prob.able 11\ thIs. country, at any rate f6r'some 'yearS 'to come; that 'tM 
same desctlptlOn of cat'rrage would be found t<# answei' over'- the whole" besides which' the , . , ,. 

• large 
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large amount of capital required to enable a speculator to undertake such a contract, barrows, App. (C_.), !'Jo. 3. 
if 'It does not entirely pre'V'Emt, competiti"D. . ' --r-' 

249. It bas been suggested, that .it would be a good alrangement for Government to Mail guards. 
supply the carriages necessalY for the conveyance of the mails, and merely contract (or tbeir 
~emg hors~d; sending a mail guard with fWery carriage, both to protect the bags and keep 
t1lne; the mcreased expense necessary to carry out such a sy~tem would be, to some extent, 
an obstacle to its adoption. and moreover it is, I think, very questionable whether there 
would be anything gained by the mail'carrial!e being provided by Government. Besides; in 
tespect to guards, their additional weight would be a great drawback, and it would be difficult 
in this country to get fit men for the duty; but even could these objections be removed, they 
would not, I am of opinion, be found of much use: 

250. Many of the foot dawks are now carried by contract, and,as far aUlle Bombay Pre- Success of foot 
sidency is concerned, the systelll seems to have answered very well; some of the former contracts. 
overseers of the line have, in most eases, taken the 'contracts, and 'have generallY' agreed for 
rather a ,higher rate of speed and lowe\" rate ,of cost than the Government estahhshments 
which they superseded. 

251. On this l'iubject the late Postmaster in the Deccan states--" The dawks'Should one 
and all be conveyed by' contract, on the plan of that entered into for 'the Danoor line; 
a F>ketch survey of the roall, and requiring certificates, would, ensure regularity, and the 
security taken from the contractor puts a stop to the plunder of the dawk bag~. For the
first Lhl'ee years the rate demanded by the tenderers would be ,little less than t~e present 
actual cost to Government; but after that period, when .the system was understood j .,the 
~Dntracts shQulq be offel'ed to publi<; competition. Experience has convinced me that ft 
contractor qn a "foot line" ,can work it at a profit, at :1.5 per cent. under the cost to. 
Govetnment. The saving might b~ appropriated to ,establishing horse daw.ks on the mam 
lines." • 

252.. I have shown 'above, that the average rate or speed on lines. on which the post is Their extension 
carried by contract, is higher than where runners under the direct control of the officers of recommended. 
Government are entertained l wherever~therefofe, a contractor is willing to take any portion 
of a post line on terms below the ,present cost, provided he Can satisfy tile postal authorities 
of his ability to fulfil the conditions to be iD;lposed on him, there would seem lIO objection to 
its being made over to him. 

253. The statement in the. Appendix, shows the average rate of travelling at present Rate of travelling. 
maintained on the several,post.lines under the B~mbay General Post~office, both durlllg the Marked (E.) 
fair season and the .rains: the I'ates of speed therein exhIbited., it "ill be observed, are 
exclusive .of detentions. . 

254. In the Returns submitted by·the '.Bombay'Offic:e, a certain fixed allpw8nce for deten- Detentions. 
tioD!!', such, for instance., a:s Post-offices en route, crossing the rivers, and in some cases the 
ghauts on the roan, &c., is deducted, in the first instance, from the gross time occupied; 
and besides these, duriJlg the rainy season especially, large deductions are frequently _made 
for detentions from rivers and nullas, and owing to bad weather and the flo.oded state of 
the roads. 

255. The means at pre!>ent taken to ascertain the truth of alleged detentions on this ~Ieansofascertain-
account are not in all cases satisfactory. ing'their truth not 

sufficient. 
256. I have already noticed one case, ill which excuses for over-time, owing to bad weather, Yide my letter to 

",ere required to, be verified by certificates fro~ the village office~s; and have ~hown how Mr. Secretary 
~n opening maybe thereby afforded for collUSIOn between them and the mail contractor. Lumsden, No. 1>0; 

257. f n an;ther case (on the Agra Road), the PostInaster has stated, that when the daw\s' ~:~e; 8th July 
were carried by the Governm ent establishment of foot-runners, so liberal an allowance was .• 
made for detention during the rains, that when it came to be deducted from the gross time,. 
it made the monsoon rate of actual traveIling range considerably above what was mamtained 
in the fair seasou) clearly showing that the means for ascertaining the truth of such alleged 
detentions fraU). bad weather were very inadequate. -

• 
.. 258. On the present contract being entered into (or the cDnveyance of the mails between 
Bombay and Indore, an additiOlJal fixed allowance for detention, of 1 hour aud 45 minutes 
fur ghats, appears to have heen deducted in. calculating the pac~ c,?ntracted for; thus in 
effect adding 1 hour and 45 minu'tes to the time agreed on. . 

" 259. The more proper <course ,would be, to enter the gl'Oss time occupif'd from one .given Alteration l'ccom
point tf) another, in the returns exhibiting the travelling of,the mails. and make all allowance mended. 
for detention the subject of special explanation: it is or no advantage ,to the Governroellt, 

• OJ' to the public, that a contract is entered ,into to carry the post at a grealet degree vi; 
speed, If the effect is neutralized by additional aIlowance, for detenfion; notl,ing, tor inslan~(' .. 
is gained by the post being aClUallj carried six niiles an bour, instead of five, between t\\oo 
1JlaceS.60 miles apart, if t",o" hours.lo~ger Bre allowed fOl' .detentions by the way. '. : . -

~ '260. Under a system of excluding all detentions, the great fact, viz., how long the POqt 
actually takes in firriviflg at-a particular place, is. llPi to- be lost'sight Df; alld If a hIgh fale' 
of. s~ed I!er Jlour be .sbown..the.result is. considered 'to be satisfactory. . .:. 

87. _ T T 2 .'.. . 261.11ni 
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, . . the'Deccan .observes"on. tbe. subject: of '(!llecklng~ the 
App • .c.), l)Jo. s, . 261,. The' l~te. Postmaster ~~~act-" The. time-tables ·of .trav!'llIil)g; as' :at present fUN 

--="!. tr.avelhng 0T? Imet n:tt~!1der. c~he- entries are made bv clerks without any time~piece to guide' 
h1she1' Ild" 'host y ct I lOfd~tention are :filled up from the overseers' .reports; 'wbo take car~ 
th,emy an t e repor sOh. h ma have' occurred 'On their way was unavoidable: . Stoppages 
to .shlolw that.autyd, debIaYt ~orlcwlmt!r a surveY the "Postmaster is ignorant of'such watercoui-ses 
at nu as are 110 e ; u, " • , . 
cross!ng the,road.", . i , ",1,' .. ~;.: 

262~ 'In arrang-ing for 'all conttacts, the agreement should merely specify tile ,nurnbe~ of 
hours in which. the mail as to be carried, and the contractor be left to reserve •. lft th~' h,me 
no-reed on, sufficieqt latitude to cover the ordinary detelltroDl~, to whlC~ the da~k IS subjected 

", t all other delays owinO" to ba<1 weather, the floodmg of rlvers,or"other; causes enroue; ,,, , 'db' d 'td ) 
bey<;>n~ his c0!1trol, for!"i~g the ~ubject of li'peClal e~~lanatlOn, an emg II : mIt e ,",o~ Lon 
his satIsfactorIly estabh~hIDg,tbeJl' truth. , .. / .' ~ -: "-. "i ., 

Delay in Guzerat 263. Some of the mails u~det th,e control-of the Postm~st~r in Guzerat trave~ ve~y slow(y 
Illailil. in the rainy season: 011 thiS subject, the Postmaster lD ~uzerat, Mr .. Hamson.,state@! __ 

"The delay,* in the, J!hooj line occurs chirfly from detentl?n a~, the .run (Ilear .Ru.~le) 
extendinlt from 12 to 13. miles, the flood of whIch ~t mo~t ti,me!ll~ knee-deep',and a~ <;>t~el', 
times stilI higher; and no ~oats are employed ~~ ~hls par~ of the l"U~., ,<;>~ ~he ~ee,sa,-l~ne' 
no boats are. available specIally for posta~ purposes, at, tT,e. S~burm\ltte~ rIver !l~ar ,l\hme
dabad." With the view of obviating any delay at thiS pomt. the Postmaster rec?mmends' 
that two hoats should be kept up and placed nnder his control. In, respec~' t? ~he delaY,'in, 
the Bhooj line, he say::, .. 1 am at a loss to RuO'gest !iny' re~edy on thIS hne. as the flood 
is ,IiO uncertain that while' knee-deep at one hOllr, It certamly recedes the next; but: a 
runner ,is still i; as bad. a predicament, wading ,with afl much difficulty B,; 'pos~ible throu~h 
3. large extent of. mud. The only course. that can be reSorted to 'as .a remedy IS to -alter ,the 
route from the BhuO"wa creek across the Gulf of ,Cambay to vogo, and Rajkot,e via .torria" 
across the Gulf' ot Cutch to Toonia Bunder; The flooding of. the numerous. nuUas, and 
the badness 9f the ro~ds her~ and there during the monsoon, Oil both Jines 'of J'oad,~are also 
seriou'; oIi!stacles," . ", .,,; 

Fide my letter to , 
Mr, Secretary 264. I have already alluded t? the. -suhject at" changing the prec;ent post line to' ~hooj to' 
lumsden, No. 356, that recommended by Mr. Hamson m the above extract, and have suggested that further' 
dated 18th Decem. inquiries should ,be made into the feasibiHty and ad vantage of doing SO'-IO llly'report on, the 
her last, para. 69, • district dawks of the nombay Presidency.' I • 

dsef· " " "" 
Scinde rna' Is 265. In Scinde, likewise, the periodical imlndation presents a formidable ~bstacle to fast 

1 • travelling: Mr. Stapleton, the Postmaster of Upper Scinde, oeserves: .~ Detention is, how-' 
ever, experienced during the periodical jnundation of the Indus, in the Bhawnlpoor and 
Bharoda lines of ro~d: where the canals ar~ ('rossed by ,bridges. Rod; ferries the delay'is. 

. trifling, but on the .road between Bukker and Shikarpoor, the greater part 01 which is a .com
plete swamp fJ'om July to the middle: ,of October, the ,dawks are nearly twice as long in 

Other causes of 
delay. 

Delay from rivers, 
&c. 

DeJoy owing to 
Panll'ell river. 

• 

transit as when the roads are .dry." ' ',' • 

'266. Rivers and bad roads are not, however, the ,only ca'useof det~ntio~ Captain, Adams; 
Assis~ant ~ivil Engineer in Khandei~h, speaking of the delay in 'the Indore'mail, says, 
Ie. I hilve observe~ that great ?elay, takes pla.c~ at the distri~t posf .. offi,ces,' by s~rtiog the, 
letters on the arrlva~ ,of the ma~l; th\s ~h?uld not p~ allowed; a bag for eac4 'sta,1 Ion ought; 
to· be r~aqy by, the, time the' mail arrIVes; the time taken for 'challg-inU' horses (sometimes 
20 minutes) i" preposterous; 2! is a very fair time, and can 'be done if tl~email arrive •. at the' 
time el'Cpected."· , . 

267., lJ nder' the system'l have }Jropose~'for (he ~anag~ment, or, Mc~>fussa Post~offi~es, '~Il~, 
c{awk hnes, tl~e ,neglect of the Post-office rules" and ''the c'ulJable delay abov,e' pointed out, 
w?uld soon dIsappear. . , 

268., T~e Po~truasters of the diff:rent jp~s,t lines, hav~ prepared, at my suggestion, lists of 
the p~ll1clpal, rlv~rs a~d nullas.wllleh'ol:)s~rtJ.cnhe travelling of:thcflliails' duri~g the rainy 
s~as~~; a~d 9~e~t'the fi~s,t ,.ubJ;c~s,to.wlllch the Postmaster-general should turn his atten
tIOn In the per~odlcal tours' of m~pcctIon, 'which'~ havEl suggested he should' constantlY' 
mak~ whe? rel!evt'd fr9Ill ~he .det~J1.s £?f the, P~esideI\cy Post-office, should~ I thiuK,'be the 
conslderatlOn, In commuOlcatIon wlth the dIstrIct Postmastel' 'and the civil enCTineer: 'ot the 
best means for removing or remedying the delays which are now occasioned." , '. 

• 269. Some. delay, and considerable uncertainty in the arrival of ilie princl'p~i p~st~: ~~c~iv!d 
111, Bombay Vl~ Poona ~nd PanwelJ, I'esult from their having to pass down the, Panwell 
River, whIch IS not navlgabIe even for the smallest craft at all times of tide. 

,270. From a statement wh~ch ,I have obtained, it appears that since the pl'~sent .!ontract 
WIth t~e Bombay Steam .Navlgatlon Company fO'r crosliing the mails by steam came iuto 
operatIOn, the lo~gest tune taken has been 17 hours and 50 minutes and the shortest, 
3 hours and 3S ~mutes, or a difference of 14 hours and 15 minutes in th~ transit • 

Plans for obviating 2it. Several schemes have been from time to time proposed to obviate this inconvenience, 
~~ ~ 
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'2nd avoid, if possible, the diffi~ult navigation of the ,Panwell River altogether' the :distance 
from poona to Bomb!1Y by the present route is 70 miles by' land and IT by ~ater; one of 
~e plans prop?sed, VIZ. to make Inora Bunde! the embarkmg point, woul4 make the land 
Journey' ~ll mlle~, and reduce the water-carrIage to only 6 miles; another by Hog Island 
would give 80 mlle& by land and Sl by water, and a third by Dewallia. gives! 75. miles by 
,land and 13 i by water. • . . ' 

272. Of all these th'-:o r~ute by Inora Bunder is the mo~t eligible, :IS it is.only six'l1liles 
,from Bombay, and can,1t IS understood, be reached at aU times of tide and at aU season,s: 
the verY' great. expense attending the construction of a line, of road to connect the point of 
-embarkation with the present post line, estimated at about 5~ lacs of hI pees, was, however, 
considered a fatal baf,to entertaining sncn a scheme. ' 

273. Some arrangement by which the present uncertainty and delay would be go~ rid of 
appears 1'ery desirable; an exp.ensive contract conveys the mail by land at a good rate of 
'speed as far as Panwell, and the advantage thus gained, at a large outlay, is lost for want 
of some better means' of transit across the harbour. 

App. (~.), ~o. 3. 

274, It is a question, I thillk, worthy of considefatjon, wpether, in; the event of the P'O!!t Kurracbee contract 
route'to Bhooj being changed from the cireuitous road, by Baroda and Kaira, to the more considered in con
-diroect' line 'from Surat' across the Gulf of Cam bay to Gogo, and thence through Rajkote,lmd nexion with a 
across the Gulf of Cutch, it might not be feasible to arrange-for ~he mails to Scinde being change jn the land 
-carried by this route, and thus ohviate the necessity for the preilent I expensive contract for route. 
tIleir conveyance bY,sea for nine months in the year '-

275. The Steam- Navigation' Company in Bombay despatch boats three or four times a 
week during the fair season to Sural, and occasionally to Gogo and Tankul'ia Bunder; ifan 
arrangement could be niade with' them to send' a steamer every other day, calling at the 
:above places,'the present post' communication btland might be'taken off; the mails for 
Scillde coold be landed at Gogo 'within 30 hours' after leaving the General Post-office; and, 
with a horse daw~ across the Provinces of Kattiawar and Cutch, they would reach Kurrachee 
in five days at most from Bombay; by this means a communication would be opened every 
oth~r day, in, place, ,<?f thre~ timeB a .~onth onlY1 liS by ~e present pl!lD, and pr~bably Ilt a 
mucq lower, c,?st. 

'276. ComplAints have fleqllently been made of the damage done'to t1)e contents of the Damage to mails 
dawk wallets by wet, in the rainy season; the wR1C-cloth at present in use in Bombay is of fr9m wet. 
a.n, inf~rior description to that manufa?tured in,Calcutta.or l\ladras, and tlle rains are perhaps 
oO}l t~e \YhoTe mo~e ~t>ntinuous and soa~ing._ 

277. It bas been suggested that fl Gutt\L' percha" would ,be a better protection against Guttapercba. 
wet than wax-cloth; 1 have obtained some, specimens of the fj)rmer, with the following 
infonnation respecting it: U The thick piece i~ o!lly half of the original breadth of the sheet 
or web, which IS about 24 or 25 inches wide; it iii a piece used for sending about 50 reports 
at a time, and has already been so used' OIJ several occasions, being still as good as new. 
The ot~er sample would, I think, be most generally useful for small pacllets; neither will 
bear sewing, but should be !'OIled round the paper, &c., to be packed', and, then jlnclosed in 
a'paper' or other cover, to save from l'ubbiJ;lg. The cloth is made by the Gutta percha Com-
pany, London. It is lIold bv the pound. The thin is lOs, a pound, containing about 1?1 

• val·ds in length (105 square' feet); the thicker sort is 6's. a pound, containi~g, 7 yards (42 
Square feet), making thE: piece per yard long, 7d. for thin'sort and IOld. for'the thiCK. It 
stands this climate very well:' . 

• ' 278. If,arrangements could be made to p~event friction in .themail wall~ts, the experiment A trial suggested. 
of using gut~a percha for the packets would seem worth a tr!af. ,In the "North-western ~ro-
vinces canvas baa'S lined with wax-cloth have been found a sufficient protection from wet; 
but I question h~w far these would answer the purpose in Bombay. 

, 279. Canvas or sail-Cloth steeped in. linseed oil has also been, recommended;' but no Difficult to keep 
IpreparatiCul will, it is to J)e feared, be found sufficient altogether, to keep out wet, so long out wet. 
as mail ~ags al·e sub.Jec~ed ~o be .pulled 'through rivers, laid in ~ater ~t .the b?ttom of ~oats, 
,alll!. expo~ed ,tq the various soakmgs they mllst go ,through.on a long hne. of road, '~Ithout 
.any ade9.uate eXfernal prqtectiop. from, th~ weather In the mIddle of a tro.pl?al monsoon. 

~ Calcutta~ A~ril 25; 185i~ , • W. Courtney, Commissioner. 

TT3 
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I ~oatage Oil ' . • ~ --.. 

L- ..... l· ."0" ~.tt! ... recel',ed rarty. ' diopOSed or 
Eogldi. Direction. Statio .... .postage. 

\ 

f'r<Im ' . if 
other Peooa. 'lleCell't. ':.-, Ii • o.uwe Vered ______ +-_____ l ____ ~,~~----~-------~----------------i·A--------;----·~~·i-----~~ 

Rs. tZ. p. Rs. 4. p. 

Date 
of 

luue. 

Number 
of 

Letters. 

No, 19 

No.2, lOth September 1850. 

- .... G -' Burjorjee Rustumjee - .. Poonah-1 . '. 
" , 

1 , Mr. Glare - - Sholapol~ .. - ~ -
1 

1 

1 

2 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

I 

25 

Rev. F. Morris 

Ruttunjee Cursetj ee 

Mr. Joas. Bauptista 

Cumroodeen and Brother 

Charles A. West, Esq. -

Mr. Robt. Peat 

Messrs. l"urdonjee k 00. 

E. :E. :glIiott • 

David'M'CuUock, Estl. 

Dinshaw Eduzie -

Mrs. Stow • 

John Turner, Esq. 

Mr. Clare • 

Mr. :T. Francis de 'Sequarin 

Sorabjee Pestonjee 

Framjee N usservanjee .. 

Hajee J anaul Abdeen -

- 1 B.. So~nderjee ... 

Calcutta. • - 8 - paper. 
: 

Seroor Malli~aum w! 

~oonah • 

• Nuggum 

• SUlat Poonah -

- Shikarpol'e 

Rurrachee 

ditto -

.. Colo:rnbo 

., Neemuch 

- Bomba!. 

Poonah • 

ditto • 

Hon,ore • 

.. Rutnagetry • 

.. Surat 

G,bruckpore .. 
- Bombay.' 

... -. 6 

- I -

- 12 -

-,10 -I 

1 10' -

-
-" 

. I - 8 -. pap~. 

- - 6 

, . - ~ -
... 's -

- 1 -' 
I 

.. ; ,... 12 ... 

.. . 

. . -
..... 

'I 

- - Of 

Editol" of the T. and Courier - Barod~, Solapore, - 10 - -Kirkee, Belganm • 

Memorandum. 

Paid 

Balance 

Despatched II 20' A. III. 

, ' 

. ,!----""'---5 ~ 6./ - ... 6 

R8. a.' p. 
i 10 

... - 6 

526 

6 18 

.. 5 2 

III 

(signed) 

. , 

L.W. 

I, ..; 

J • 



( N A 0.2, .) . 
.. - --This i oth day of ,september 1850. 

0 . .- . . ' -. - c- o . 
I. 11. B. 4- Ii. 6 • 7. B. 

Number - . - Amount of 

V';terdar'o Balance. 
Poatage dne on Lettors Pootage due on transfer Letters 

Total Amount 
Deduct Pootage due on 

Net Amount Paid into 
BalJIIlee on Account 

of received thiB Day. . from the Tranofer Letters, &c. 01 Banghy iPoatage 
Peono' Putti ... lDue over to the Peons. 

. 
Iindelivered Letters. 

Peono' Badg ... - of CoJUmDI due the Treawry received 
- . 

l\Tulllherof Amount. Nwnberof Amount. Number 01 Amount. 1.2. and 3. Number of Amount. thio Day. • this Day. Number of Amount. thio Day. 
. Letter •• Letter •• Letters • • Lett~rs. . Letber •• . , 

Rs. a. p. B.S. a. p. Rs. (J,. Ra. a. - Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. RB. a. p. RI. a. p. Rs. a. p. • p. p • 
I a -u - ~9 714 - 2 ... l '6 8 10 6 1 .,.. - f} 8 Ii) - 8 8 - 2 - 2 ~ 

2 5 1 10 - 25 5 2 ,6 1 - - 6 6 13 - · · · · o. 6 13 - 5 2 - • 1 11 - 8 6 -
3 7 1 8 - 22 8 12 6 2 ... 6 - 5 9 6 · · · · - 5 9 6 4 8 ... B 1 1 6 -
4 Ii 4 Ii 6 84 " 4 - · .. · · · 10 9 6 1 1 - - 9 9 6 7 - ..... 8 2 9 6 -
5 8 2 15 6 7 - 14 6 . - · · · · 3 14 - · · · · .. 8 14 - 1 2 - 'I 2 12 - -6 2 - 10 - 14 1 7 - 1 - 2 - ~ 8 - · · · · - 2 3 - 1 14 - I - 5 - - 6 -
7 10 1 5 6 J9 2 - 6 3 .. • 6 ~ 10 6 1 - - 6 3 10 - 214 - 8 - 12 - -
8 17 4 9 I) 28 2 7 6 · · · · · 7 1 - 10 1 5 - 6 12 - 1 6 - . 10 4 6 - 1 8 -
9 9 1 15 - 20 8 .- 6 1 - I -- 5 - 6 6 - 14 6 4 2 - 2 11 - 'I 1 7 - 2 . 4 -

10 3 -14 6 11 1 3 '6 · ,. · 0 · 2 2 - · · · · · 2 2 - 1 - - IS 1 2. - -11 9 I n - Ii - 6 - · - - - - 2 - - 1 - 6 - I 10 - - 12- - 2 -14 - -
12 6 1 16 6 If t 11 - · ~ · 0 , .3 t! Jj 3 - 7 - 3· 1 6 1 8 - 5 I 9 6 -
13 2 - 4 - 2' - - · - · · .. 1 4 - - · · · - 1 4 - . 15 - 2 - 6 - -
14 15 8 18 6 · - · · · 1 - 2 - 8 15 6 · · · · - 8 15 6 - - - 17 8 15 6 -
15 10 2 4 - · · .... - .. · ... - - · 2 4, - - ~ ... - - ~ 4 - - - ... • 10 2 -4' - -16 1 - - 6 1 - 2 - - · · · · - 2 6 I - 2 - - - 6 - - - 1 - - 6 -17 4 - 13,6 · · · 0 · · - · · · - 13 6 · · · · - - 13 6 . - - 4 - 18 6 -. 
18 • 8 -. 9 - · - · - · · · · · · - 9 - 1 - - 6 -- 8 6 - - - 2 - S 6 -III 5 - 6 6 8 - 6 - · - · - · - 12 6 · · · - - - 12 ff - 4 - 3 - 8 6 -20 10 1 14 - - · · · · · · · · · 1 14 - IS - 7 - 1 7 - - 3 - 3 1 4 - .-
21 , 8 - 6-6 · - - · · - - · - - - 5 6 · - · - · - 5 6 . . . 8 - 5 6 -
22 - 4 , - 12 - - · · · - · - - - - - 12 - - - - · · - 12 - - - - 4 - 12 - _. 
23 "2 - 7 6 I - 1 - - - · - - -" '8 6 - · - - - - 8 .6 - 8 - 1 .. - 6 -24 35 7 9 6 89 'I 1 - - - · · - 14 10 6 11 8 7 6 11 8 - 4 12 - 80 6 '7 - 1 6 -
25 IS 1 1. - 15 4, 4 06 · · · - · IS 5 6 8 · - · .. Ii 5 6 4, 8 - 'I 1 2 6 -
26 15 1 - 6 21 3 6 6 · - - - - 4 'I - 1 - 2 - 4 5 - 8 6 - 2 - 15 - - 9 -
27 I - 7 - 10 2 12 6 - - - - - 3 8 6 - · -• - - 8 3 6 8 - - 2 - 8 6 -28 2 - 8 6 37 8 7 - 1 - 3 - 8 13 6 I - 2 - 811 6 8 6_ - 3 - 5 6 -H. 

---

I~ 
- - --

~. 4310 214 51 2 6 357 63 9 - 12 1 3 6 43 8 6 6 107 8 6 63 14 - 6 9 6 -
Office - . 

, 

I TOTAL - . 
Deputy Postmaster. General. 
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. . ACCOUNT of BBAIUNG .POSTAGE J;.ETTEIlS, &c., received and issued on the loth September 1850. 
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BearIng Lettera, &0 • 

NUJIlber. Amount. 

. 
- - - - - - 44 Number of Letters in the Peons· Puttiesl as per Statement -
- - .. .. - .. 32 Ditta of fOl'ward Letters, as per List .. - - .. --. - - - .. - 4.0 DittQ of Letters in the Office Delivery Book - .. -- - .. - - - 5£ Ditto of Letters transferred to the Ship Department .. -- .. .. .. .. .. 55 Ditto of Dead and 'Returned Letters - - .. - .. 
.. - '" '. - .. • 106 

Ditto Governor's Letters .. - - - - .. -.. .. .. .. . - .. 77 -Ditto not called for .. .. .. .. .. - - .. - .. .. .. .. .. 72 . 
.. .. .. .. 19 
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(No.1, n.) 

# 

LO~DON LETTER BIU. INWARDS. 

For the Correspondence between Great Britain and India, viI2 Marseilles. 

The 
Post-office, 

184 

The undermentioned Despatches are forwarded b.;y the Mail ofthie Day • . 
AMOUNi' to be placed to the Credit ()f the Indian Office. 

Aecount. I London Aeconnt. 

Letters from places beyond India, Note.-The amounts 
at 4 d. each - - - - to be certified if right, - and cortected if wrong, 

Newspapers from JLlaces beyond in the second column. 
India, at 2 d. each - - -

:t • I . . 
Total Nnmber of Letters. Total Number of Newspapers. 

India. Places beyond India. India. Ploe .. beyond India. 
- , 

, 

P J.l1TICULARS of Registered Letters affixed to the present Bill, and included in the foregoing 
Articles. 

Number. Whence lent, To "hom addressed. Place of Destination. 

. . . . 
Postmaster • Receiving Oilicer. 

.N.B.":"'This Bill is to bll. stamped and signed by the Receiving Officer, and sent to the Account
ant-general. 

Uu 

Appendix (C.). 
No.3. 



Appendix (C.), 
~o. 3. 

. PAPEUS RELATING; TOTRE -. 
(NO.2, B.) 

LONDON LETTER BILL INWARDS. 

For the Correspondence between. Gre~t Brita.in and ~ia via Southampton. 

Post. office, 

The 184 

The undermentioned Despatches are forwarded by the Mail of this Day. 

AMOUNt'to be placed to the Credit of the British Office~ . , , , 

Account. Lon.ton .'\.ccouot. 
Number. i' --

· 'Total A.mount of" paid letters . Note.-The amounts 
to be certified if right, 
and corrected if Wl'.ong 
i,n the second column: 

I . 
f 

AMbUNT to be placed to the Credit of the Inq,iar'i (Office. 

, , 

Number. 
Account. Lo';don Account. 

------
· Letters :trom 'places b.eyond India at Note.-The amounts 

4d. each. • • • • ., to be certified.if right, 

· . Newspapers- .fram- .places beyond' 
' and corrected ifW11ong, 
in the second column. 

., Jrulia,~ at 2 d. each • - . , 

--
£. <; 

Number 
of Total Nullibe~ of Letters. Total Number of Newspapera. 

;BokeS. . -
lndia. Places beyond India. India. 'PIa~ lIe),ond Todia. 

.1 I 

'p ARt'ICULABS of Rep-tered Letters afl!xedo to .the present Bill, and included in the 
, foregomg ArtIcles" 

, 
N':mber. ·~.sent. To "hom addrel8ed • 

. 
Place of De9tinatio~ • 

• 
, 

.. 
Postmaster. Rece" Offi _ .,. • lYIng cere • 

G!~i":-ThlS BIU 18 to be stamped and signed by the Receiving Officer, and sent to the Accountaut 

• 
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EXTRAClr of Inward Ship Register book for July 1850. 

- . - ~- - , 
Date. Names of the Vessels. Number. Letters, ~c., and theil' Rate. Postage. Totnl.' Ho.-. diJpdsed. 

.. Number. Leiters. Postage • 
. I - -Bs. a. p. R,. a. p. 

-
1850: 6 Per Steamer Auckland, 94 LetterA at 2 aRnaS each - - 11 12 - Native Peons No. 28 .. .. ~1 Letters - - 10 4 -

Aden. 31 Ditto 3 " - - - 5 13 ... Peons No. 14- - 3 - - ... - 7 -
3 Ditto 4 " - - - ... 12 ... . Ditto No. 30 • .. 26 .. .. " 3 15 -
1 Ditto 7 " - - - - 7 - Ditto No. s· - 3 .. - ~ ... 8 -

. l I Ditto 9 
" - .. - - 9 - Ditto No. 29 .. - 9 '- - ;. 1 13 -

1 Ditto 11 " 
.. - - -11 ... Ditto No. 12 - .. 4 • - - - .10 ... 

3 Banghies 2 " 
.. .. .. - ,6 ... Ditto No. 1S 'I - 14 .. - .. 2 3 -

Ditto No. 19 .. .. 4 - - .. -'10 -. --- 20 6 ... 20 6 -
28 Bearing Letters ouf-station. 

1 Ditto yarcel ditto. 
188 Service etters ditto •. 

2 Letters rid in full. . 
417 Serviee etters Bombay. , 

" 19 Per Foolucnee, Aden and 97 Litters at 2 annas each .. - J2 2 -
Red Sea. 3 Ditto 3 

" - .; - - 9 -
3 Ditto 4 

" - .. - ... 12 -.. 1 Pitto Rs. 1. 15 - - - 1 15 -
...."....-- IIi 6 - Native Peons No. 80 .. .. 104 Letters - 15 6 -

" " Per Prince of Wales, 4 Letters on service. 
Singapore. 2 I Ditto at 2 anna" . .. .. - 4 -

1 Book at 1 anna - - .. - ] - Peons No. 29 .. .. .. 2 Letters .. .. - 8 .. 
- 5 - Kept in office - - - 1 .. .. - - 2 -

--
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Appendix (G.). 
No.3. 

(No.4, B.) 

EXTRA.CT of Outward Ship Register Book for July 1850. 

Date. Name. of the VesaeIlI. Number. Letter., &co, and their Rate. postage. TClirAL. 

, 

1850: 
. Rs. a.p . Rs. a. p. 

July " 
Per Ann Martin, 1 ' Free Letters from out-station. 

Hong Kong. 8 'Ditto - English. , 
4- Paid ditto from out-station. 

. I Ditto, at 1 anna - - - 1 -
1 Ditto, at 4) annas · · - (j -
1 Ditto, at 1 rupee, 2 annas · 1 2 -
7 English Papers. 
4 Pai<\, ditto at 1 anna , · · - 4 -

" " 
Ditto, Singapore - 1 Esra N u8sim, Parcel - - - 2 -

1 Mr. C. L. Davies • · - - 2 -
5 Free Letters. 
4 Ditto, English. 

~ 

2 Paid Letters from out-s(ation. 
3 Ditto, at 1 anna - · - 3 -
5 English Papers. . 
2 Paid - ditto, at 1 anna' - - 2 -
4 Packets; viz. 

" " 
Per New Zealand, 'Vi4 2 English Papers. 

Singapore. 12 Ditto, Free, Soldiers'. 

" " 
Per Adelaide, 'Via Sin- . n Free I.etters • . 

gapore. 8 Paid ditto, out-station. 
3 Ditto, at 1 anna each - · - 3 -.. 

Per Sydney, via Sin-" " 
1 Service Letter.: 

gapore. 41 Free ditto, Soldiers'.' 
11 Paid ditto, out-station. 

~ 

3 Pabera, English. 
3 , itto, 1 anna each · - - 3 -
8 Ditto, at 2 annas ;. · - 6 -

" " 
Per Hobart TaWIl, 1 Service letter. 

via Singapore. 16 Free ditto. 
6 Paid ditto, out-station. 
1 Ditto ditto, at 1 anna - - 1 · - -

3 '2 ... 
To Cape of Good Hope, vi4 

Ceylon and MauritIus: . 
" 18 Per Pekin, Ceylon - 4 Free tett(',rs. 

1 Paid ditto, English. 
11 Ditto ditto, out-station. 
6 Ditto ditto, at 1 anna- - - 6 
6 D~tto P~pers. English. 

-
4 D~tto dItto, out-station. 

25 DItto ditto, at 1 anna - 1 9 
4- Ditto ditto, at 4 annas -- 1 
5 Ditto ditto, at 2 an nas - -

• - -10 -
" ,; Per Pekin, Mauritius 2 Free Letters. 

2 Ditto, English. 
4- Ditto, out-station. 

26 Ditto, Paid, at 1 anna each 1 10 -
1 Ditto ditto, at 2 annas · - 2 -
1 D!tto ditto, at 3 ann!l.S _ 

30 Dltto Papers, Eno-lish - 3 -
36 D!tto ditto, at 1 a~na ;acb _ 2 

2 DItto ditto, at 2 annas 
4 -

8 Ditto ditto. at 4- annas - .- .4- -
1 Ditto ditto, at ~ annas - - 12 -

, . - .... 8 -
2 Steam Packets. 

_ ~ ..... '~r' ., ~ 

I . 
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I Number. 

, 

Date. Namea of the Vessels. Letters, s.c., and their Rate. 
. 

Postage. TOT.",. 

1850 : Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

July 18 Per Pekin, Ceylon 0 8 Service .Letters, English. 
2. Ditto ditto, Bombay. 
7 'Paid ditto, out-station. 

69 Ditto ditto. at 1 anna. each 0 311 -
2 Ditto ditto, at 2. allnae 0 - '4 -
1 Ditto ditto, at 7 annaS 0 - 7 -
2 Government Gazettes, Free. 

I English Paper, 0 ditto. 

41 Paid Papers, at I anna - 0 2 9 -
I Ditto ditto, at 2 annas 0 - '2 -
I Ditto ditto, at 3 annas - - 3 -
I Ditto ditto, at 7 ann3jl - .- 7 -
3 Ditto ditto, at 8 annae - I 8 -

406 Pies char!!,ed e:x;tra on papers} 2 1 10 and price currents to China 
20 8 10 

14 Papers to Sydney - - - - 1 1 -. 
121 \} 10 

,(No.5, B.) 

Bombay, GenerJl.I Post-office, 185 

THIS is to certify, that the ship mail, No. on board the' 

Captain directed to the Postmaster and sealed 

with the seal of this office, contains-

Service and Free Letters. 
Letters paid outward ship postage. 

Ditto - outward and inward ditto • 
. Newspapers paid outward ditto. 

'Ditto - paid outward and inward ditto. 
Parcels paid outward ditto. . 

Ditto paid outward and inward ditto. 
Letters bearing ditto ditto. 
Newspapers - ditto ditto. 

Postmaster-general. 

N.B.-It is requested that this certificate may be dated, receipted, and returned to t~is 
~ffice by the first opportunity. 

. (No.6, B.) 

Bombay, General Post-office, 185 • 

THIS is to certify, that the ship mail, No. on board the 

Captain directed to the Postmaster 

with the seal of this Office, contains-
Letters. 
Newspapers. 
Parcels. 

. and sealed 

Postmaster-general. 

N.B.-It is requested that this certificate may be dated, receipted, and returned to this 
()~ce by the first opportunity. 

. . ~ 

UU3 
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.PAPERS RELArDNG TO THE -

(NO.7, B.) 

LETTER BILL. 

• d betw Ports in India and between India and Hong Kong. For the Correspon ence een , 

General Post-office at Bombay, 

the.....,....., __ ---- of __ --~--------------------, 185 
Mail forwarded this day by the ______________________ ---.:- Packet 
tOI ______ ~ __ --______________ _ 

Number. 

, 

Amount Amount 
according to according' to 

OBSEItVATIONS. the Despatching the Receiving 
Office. Office •• 

PAID LETTERS, &e. to be charged on E. s. d. £. s. a. 
this Office: Note.-The 

amount to be Ordinary Letiers - - - - , certifiedif right 
Soldiers' and Sailors' ditto, at 1 d. each - and corrected i . wrong, in th • . second column . Price Currents, at 1 d. each - -

f 
e 

. 
Newspapers - - - - -
Service Letters - - - - -

> • 

Mis-sent and re-directed Letters . - I 

TotAL - .. - £. 

U NP AID LETTERS, -&c. charged upon 
the Office to 'Which sent: 

Ordinary Letters ~ - . -
Soldiers' and Sailors' ditto, at 2d. each _ 

Price Currents, at.I d. each - -
Re·directed Letters • .. .. ... -

TOTAL - - - £. 

Signature of DllsPatc1Jing}~------_--__ -
Officer or Agent 

Pos~aster-general. 

lle~vecl at ----______ the _____ of ___________ 'lM 

Signature of Receiving}.~ ____ ~~ ______ ----
Officer 01' Agent -

Note.-This Letter Bill is to be signed by the Officer or Agent receiving the Mail, ~and is-to be
r forwarded: with the Quarterly Accounts to the General Post-office, London, at the expiration 0 

each lJ.uarter. 
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(NO.8. B.) 

AB8TBAcr of Postage collected in the Ship Department·in the Month of July 1850 • 

. 
1850 : INWARD SHIP POSTAGE. Ra. a. p. Ra. a. p. 

Rs. a. p • 
.July 1 To Balance of last month '. - - . - . . ~ - 92 3 1 

" 
6 By the Auckland, from Aden - - . 20 6 - . 

" 
19 " Tooluckee, from Red Sea - . 15 6 - : 

( 

Prince of Wales, from Singapore 
" " " - - I) - I 

" " " Achilles, from China . · - 188 10 - I 

Juliana, from Calcutta 
. 

" 
21 " 

. - - (i ~ - : 
" 24 " Constance, from Aden - - - 27 10 -
" 

26 
" 

Monarch, from London - . - - 214 -
.. 29 ,. Duke of Lancaster. from London - 6 .2 -
" 

31 
" 

Mary Shepherd, from London - 6 8 -
" " " 

Ayrshire, from Singapore · - - 8 -
" " " 

China, f~om London - .- . 4 12 -

Deduct on forward and unclaimed Lett~rs, 
277 5 -

&c. . - - . . - - I) 2 -
272 3 -

OUTWARD SHIP POSTAGE. 

." 2 By the Ann Martin to China . - - 3 2 -
18 " 

Pekin to Ceylon . - J - 21 910 
" 25 " 

Moozuffer to' Aden - - - 62 II -" . Margaret Ann to Zanzibar 1 • ,., 26 " '- - -
78 10 10 

350 13 10 

REGISTRATION FEE. 

'" 31 On sevell Letters despatched - - - - - - - - 3 8 -
INLAND POSTAGE. 

1 On Overland Letters, ~c. vii! Madras - - -~, - - - 215 1 -
EXPRESS POSTAGE. . 

- 3 On Overland Letters; via Madras - - . - . - - 253 - -
" 

STEAlI( POSTAGE. 
Ra. a. p. • A 

18 Outwatd - - - - - - - . - 562 6 8 
" 

19 Inward . - - - - . - - - - 81 2 8 
" 643 9 4' 

- , 

TOTAL - - - Ra. 1558 3 3 

Amount paid to the Shroff - · - . - - - - ]497 - -
Balance outstanding on the 1st August - - - - •• Ba. 61 3 3 

8j. UU4 

Appendix (C.), 
No.3. 



Appendix (C.); 
No.3. 

344 PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

(No.9, B.) 

I Postkge on 
Party's How Number . t Letters 

nate Posta received disposed of 
of EngIi.h Direction. Station ••• 

nom other Receipt. if of Issue. undelivel'l!d: Letters. Poob •• 

-
21st October 1849. Rs. a. p. 

1 
I 

2 'Dr. Davies - - - - · - -
2 Mr. Sharpe . - -. - - 1 8 ... 
2 Lieutenant Cahasack - - · 1 - -
2 Major E. H. Hart - · - · 1 - -
1 Captain Kilner . · . · - 8 -
• 

6 Messrs. Ritchie, St. 1 , 
,and Co. - . · -l 4 - -

Paid · · 9 - -. 
• 

(No. 10, B.) 

Enclosure, No.-. 
STEA.M BEA.JlING LETTERS received per Steamer Atalanta on the 31st October 1849. 

, . 
, .. 

Numbetof 
Amount of Postage. Letters. 

Fro m London Bill, dated 20th September - - .. · '2631 

" Alexandria 
" 4th October . · . · 97 

" Suez - " 15th October - · - - 72 

" Marseilles (no date) - - . . - . · 63 

TOTA.L . . · 2863 

, POSTAGE due by each Presidency is as ~llows: 

Calcutta Presidency 

'Madrts - -
Agra. 

Bombay 

Hong Kong Bill 

Singapore 

Colombo 

Bombay General Post-office 

Unclaimed Letters in hand 

.- .' .' .' 

... -1 
TOTAL ./ 

Numbe!' of 
Letters. 

88 

l3ir 

930 

810 

I() 
2 

20 

1990 

738 

135 

2863 

£. I. :1. 
149 16 ,-

I 8 10 -
5 7 -, 
d 7 -

170 - -
• 

Amount. 

Ba. a.,p. 

46 8 

4' U 8 -
64'3 8 

455 8 

5 

1 

10 

1136 

'480 

84 

1
1700 - 01''£.170' 



Number. 

---

Number. 

---

Number 
of 

BOlfe .. 
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(No. Jl, B.) 

BOMBA.Y LETTER BILL OUTWARD. 

For the Correspondence between Great Britain and India viet Southampton. 

General Post-office, London, 
184 

The undermentioned Despatches are forwarded by the Mail of this Day. 

AMOUNT to be placed to the Credit of the British Office. 

London Account. Bombay Account. 

Total Amount of Unpaid Letters, £. Note.-The Amount - to be certified if right, 
Ditto for Adell -- - - - and corrected ifwrong, 

in the second column. 
TOTAL - - -

AMOUNT to be placed to the Credit of the Indian Office • . 
Bombay Aeeount. London Account. 

Letters from places beyond India Note.-The Amount (exclusive of Hong Kong and 
to be certified if right, China), at 4 d. each - - - and corrected if wrong, 

Newspapers from places beyond in the second column. 
India (exclusive of Hong Kong 
and China), at 2d. each - -

Paid amI-unpaid Letters from HOlla Kong, &c., at 4 d. each, in close 
Mail - - - - -

Newspapers from Hong Kong, &c., 
at 2 d. each, in closed Mail -

TOTAL -
-

- - £. I 
T .. tal Number of Leite .... Total Number of Newspapen. 

India. Places beyond India. India. PIac .. beyond India. 

PARTICULARS of Registered Letters affixed to the present Bill, and included in the 
. foregoing Articles. 

Whence Seut. Place of Destination. Number. I 
~'------------------I---------------~------------------

To whom Addreseed. 

Postmaster-general. Receiving Office. 

N.B.-This Bill is to be stamped and signed by the Receiving Office, and sent to the 
Accountant-General. 

Xx 
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PAPERS RELA'TING TO THE 

(0.) 
t' points connected with Steam Postage Accounts 

MEMORANDUM of Explanations on Ice; am , sioner's Letter to the Postmaster-general of 
referred to in the Bombay posta VommlS . 

B T. No 36 dated 14th March 1M1. omvay, • , 

1 How the Steam-postage is charged by 
the 'London 'General Post-office in .the first 
instance? 

1 One shillin~. 
2 Two shillings. 

• Half Rupee on a letter weighing! oz. 
One Rupee • ~ - ditto 1" 
Four Rupees - - - ditto - 2 ". . 

I.IId 10 bn, liile rupee u:~ .p~tage 10r every -additional ounce, 
or ,trainon of an ounce, In "eIght, 

2. How subsequently accounted for in the 
Dombay and subordinate Post-offices? 

3. What is the system of check on the 
realization of such postage? 

4. How can it be shown from the accounts 
kept in this country that all such postage 
has been realized 1 

5. How and when the accounts are ad
justed with the London Office, aud whether 
an actual settlement is made up to a certain 
date, or an account current merely ren-
dered? • 

Bombay, General Post-office,} 
the 31st March 1851. 

1. Steam postage on, Overlan,d bearing 
letters is charO"ed accordmg to weIght,· and 
marked on ea~h in black ink in the English 
currency (as shown in ~he margin), t~e to~l 
amount beina' charO"ed 10 the Letter-bIll (vlde 
Enc1oSUTe, No.1.) '='which accompanies each 
Overland mail . 

2. 'When letters for Bombay are delivered, 
and those for out-stations despatched, all ac
count is made out in this office, showing on 
the (lne side the sums exhibited in the Lon
don letter-bills, and. on the other how ac
counted for by this office. At the Post-offices 
subordinate to Bombay, monthly steam
postage accounts are prep,ared for, transmis
sion to the General Post-office-[Vlde Enclo
sure"No.6.] 

3. The only check is a comparison of .the 
accounts of letters sent to out-stations for 
delivery with the letter-bills received from 
the London General Post-office. taking credit 
at the same time for money realized on the 
letters delivered in Bombay, and for the sums 
due on undelivered letters. Accounts are 
kept, as explained in my letters of the dates 
noted in the margin, of steam-postage col
lections, &c. in thIS office. The amount due 
on lettels sent to the suhol'dinate Post-offices 
in tllis Presidency, is accounted for in the 
monthly steam-postage accounts rendered 
by them (vide Enclosure, No.6), which are 
duly examined by this department. MOllthly 
statements of letters forwarded to stations 
not under my control are rendered by me to 
the Postmasters-general of the Presidencies 
to which such stations are subordinate, and 
it is the province of those officers to see that 
the sums exhibited in those statements are 
realized and carried to the credit of thill 
office. Whether such sums are so realized 
01' not, this office possesses no means of 
knowing. 

4. This office po.<;s~sses no means of know
ing what amount of steam-postage is actually 
collected and credited to Government 011 the 
steam-bearing letters despatched hence to 
those postal stations in India not under my 
control. A careful examination of the ac
counts of all India would alone show whether 
the whole steam-p' ostaO'e chara'ed by -Her 
M ' 'G b b aJesty s overnment on letters sent out to 
India during. a given period, was,or was not 
actually realized by the Indian Government. 

/). A running account current is kept, and 
no settlement has actually ever been made. 
~ copy ~f my last quarterly account current. 
IS hereWith enclosed. 

A. W; Ravenscroft, 
Postmaster-general. 
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LIsT' (If FORMS accompanying Postmaster-general's Letter, dated 31 Mareh J851. 

NO.1. Form of London I,etter Bill. 
No.2. Form of Inwcrd Str.am-Postage Aecount Book. 
No.3. Ditto, Outward ditto. 
No.4. Ditto, of Deoo and Return Letter Register Book. 
No. li. Quarterly Account Current with. London General Poat-office. 
No.6. Monthly Steam-Postage Accounts of the Subordinate Post-offices. 
No.7. Monthly Steam-Postage Statements. 
No.8. Remittance List furnished by the Accountant-general of Bombay. 
N (h 9. Abstract of' Steam-Postage Account (prepared monthly). 

A. W. Ravenscrtift, 

347 

P ostmaater-general •. 

(D.) 

MEMORANDUM. 

FORM marked No.1 is the chellan for the letter ~ail in use throughout the Bombay Pre
sidency. This list is enclosed in duplicate in every mail-packet received from the subor
dinate Post-office stations. Letters and papers are ranged under their separate heads, the 
c, bearing," " paid" and" free;" and these, for the convenience of the receiving office, are 
divided into several classes. The duplicate is returned receipted to the original office of 
despatch, after having been compared with the contents of the packet, and the proper 
amount of postage inserted in the receiving office column. 

No.2 is the form of the register-hook kept of all p'ackets received. In fact the entire 
chellan is copied here for record. 

No.3 is the form of register in charge of the delivery peons, who obtain, when they can, 
the receipt, in the proper column, of the party, after receiving payment of. the postage, if 
any due. 

No.4 is the form of the book for the receipt of postage collections made by the delivery 
11eons, who are obliged to give in an account every morning of the previous day's col
lections. 

There are three trunk linea on which the Banghy despatch bas been made: the Indore 
(Agra), Poona (Calcutta and Madras), and the Guzerat (Scinde) lines. List No.1 
accompanies the parcels which are sent to Indore, and stations beyond it. In this list, the 
addresses, weigllt, amount of postage, &c. are inserted ill columns intended for those 
purposes. List No.2 accompanies the Banghy despatch to Poona, and stations beyond. In 
addition to these lists, advice'chellan (Form No.:J) is sent by letter mail to each station for 
which there may be parcels, and these advice. chellans are subsequently returned duly 
receipted. No,4 is the list which accompanies the banghies despatched on the Guzerat line, 
where they are conveyed by runners. To it is attached a telegI1lph, or road index, tq show 
the rate of travelling. No telegraph accompanies the Poona banghy mail despatch, as the 
parcels are conveyed simultaneously with the letter mail. , 

No.1 is the form of the cheIlan, in which the contents of packets despatched are entered 
(for further information, see chellan of Inward Department). No.2 is the form of the 
register book, in which the contents of each packet despatched are entered. Nos. 3 to 5 are 
mall lists, despatched to Poon~, Panwell and Indore. No.6 is the form of road telegraph 
()f the progress of the mails to Poona, which is sent (in addition to those despatched at the 
same time to Calcutta and Madras), in order that this department may have early infor
mation of t..he safe arrival of themailsatPoona.N o. 7 is the telegraph which accompanies 
the Southern Konkan mails. No.8 is the form of telegraph which accompanies the Go
-vernor's mails via Nagothna, when his camp is at lVIahableshwur. No.9 accompanies the 
Bassein mails, in addition to the one No.lO, which is sent all along the line to Kurrachee. 
No. 10 i" the telegraph which accompanies the Guzerat and Scmdemails.No.11is the 
tele~l'aph which accompanies the Indore horse dawk, ill addition to No. 12, which accom
panies the A(yra and Delhi malls. No.13 is .the Calcutta road telegraph. No. 14 the 
Madras ditto.o No.I5 is the label attached to the mail-packets. 

No. 1 is the form which accompanies the dead and unclaimed steam-postage bearing 
letters l'eturned to England. N o. ~ IS the form which accompanies steam bearmg letters to 
Her Majesty's colonies ID the East. No.3 is t3e fo,m of letter bill, showing the number 
and amount of steam-postage levied (In letters for Continental Europe. ThIS bill is sent 
under cover to Her Majesty's Postmaster-general of London. No.4 is the form of bill 
which accompanies the Alexandria mail: this bill goes in duplicate: the original is sent 
by the Packet Agent to London, and the duplicate returned to Bombay. A similar bill is 

87. x x 2 sent 
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Outward Despatch
ing Department. 

NOB. 1 to 15. 

Steam Departm ent 
Nos. I to 8. 
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Ship Department. 
Nos. 1 to 7. 

PAPERS RELATING TO THE' 

sent wjth the Suez mail. No.5 is the form of bill which is in use for the Bagdad mail, 
which is sent via, Alexandria and Bey!oot: The amo~nt of steam-post~ge on these letters 
is shown separately in the AlexandrIa bIll. No.6 IS ~he form .use.d In ~he .despatch 'of 
steam-bearin!>" letters received from England for out-stations. This bill, whICh IS put inside 
the packet, shows the amount o( steam-postage only; while the label (Form No.7) attached 
to the packets on the outside, shows the am~un~ of inlan~ po~tage to. be levied on the 
steamer bearing letters, which guides the despatchmg clerk II?- tilhn~ up hiS g-eneral chellans. 
Similar bills accompany pre-paid steamer letters from out-stat. Ions, wIth the necessary altera
tions. No. a is the form of the register book kept for entermg the steam pre-paid packets 
received for despatch by the overland steamers. 

No.1 is the form of certificate which accompanies the ship mail-packets despatched b 
merchant or Government vessels, or by contract packets to KUl'rachee, &c. ],'fo.2 is the tim~ 
bill which is sent with the Kurrachee contract packet steamers. No.3 is the form ofthe bill 
which accompanies the London Overland mail via Southampton. The number and amount 
of steamer pre-paid letters are entered in this bill. No.4 is the bill which is sent in the closed 
mail to England viti Marseilles. No.5 is the letter bill which is sen~ with the Hong Kong 
packets. No.6 is the time bill for the mid-monthly mail to Aden; and No.7 that which is 
sent with the regular mail 'Via Marseilles. 

Bombay, General Post-office, 
13 luly 1850. 

A. W. Ravenscroft, 
Postmaster-general. , 



(E.) 

~T.n.ElIIENT, showing the Mode in which the Mails on the Postal Lines in the Bombay Presidency are conveyed, the Cost ofConveyancf>, and the Average Rate of Speed at which they are 
00 _ _ conveyed in the Dry and Rainy Seasons. . 

" 
Diotanee Number By Contract 

ROU'J.'~. in of Mode of Conveyance. or Annual Colt. 

I\Iilel, Stag ... Government Establiehment. 

Rs. a. 
nombay to Indore - - - 374 67 - - Partly mail carts, and By contract - - 66200 -

Ditto to Panwell 
partly horses. 

ditto · - · 20 - .. - - Steamer belonging to - - - · - -
the Bombay Steam Com-

Panwell to N agpore · - 476 69 
paVr' 
_.' rom Panwell to Poona - ditto - - ~ 96000 -
mall carts, and thence to 

nombay to Bassein 
Nag ",ore horses. 

ditto .;. - - 36 8 Mai cart - · - - · - 2040 -
Basspin to Broach • - · 196 85 Foot-runners - · · - ,ditto • - · 13200 -
Broach to Bhooj · · :- 864 62 · ditto · · - • • By Government 14012 18 

I establishment. 
Bhooj to Luckput • · · 80 13 · ditto · · - - ditto - - · 3348 8 
Panwell to Vingorla - · 254 . 82 - ditto - · - · ditto • - - 6360 -
Poona to Danoor · - - 247 44 · ditto - - - By contract - · 17880 -

Ditto to Kurrar - · 106 20 · ditto - 0 · - ditto 0 · - 4800 -
Kurrar to Hurryhur • - 279 46 · ditto 0 - · - ditto . - · 12456 -
Poona to Mahableshwur - · 55 12 - ditto 0 · 0 · ditto - - - 1600 -
Punderpoor to Sholapoor - U 9. 0 ditto - - · - ditto - · - 1200 -
Belgaum to Beejepoor vii! Kul- 126 21 · ditto - - - • 0 By Government 2880 -Iadghee. establishment. 

Ditto to Vi~orla - - - 72 12 - ditto · · ; · ditto . · · 1680 -
Dharwar to oondgode- · 42 8 · ditto · · - - ditto • - - 1140 -
Ahmednug~ur to Malligaum 0 118 19 ditto By contract 3600 -· - - - - -AuruDgaba to Dhoolia vii! 94 13 · ditto · - - - - By Government 1200 -

Kun ur. establishment. 
Karrinjah to Aeola - - _ 39 4 · ditto - - - · ditto - - - 360 -

Ditto to Elliehpoor via Oom· '4 11 - ditto · - - · ditto - - - 1500 -
rawuttee. 

0 

Jatfrabad to Jaulnah - - 26 8 - ditto - - - - ditto • - · 180 -
PaDwell to Ghorebunder vii! 30 4 · ditto · - · · ditto - - · 900 -

Tanna. 
Dhoolia to Asseerghur • - 124 17 · ditto · · - - ditto - - - 2220 -
Asseerghur to Mundlesir- - 72 12 - ditto · · - - ditto - - - 1716 -
M undlesir to Goozeeree - - 14 8 - ditto · - - - ditto - - - • 240 -
Soongeer to N undool'bar .. - 1>0 8 - ditto - - - - ditto - - - 384 -
Bhopawar to Baroda - - 104 18 - ditto - - - - ditto - - - 26!O -

• KaiJ'n. to IIUl'sole t';d Ahmcuab.ul 01 Il 
i - ditto - - - - ditto - - - 1140 -! i 

Annual Cost 

per Mile. 

p. Rs. a. p. 
- 147 9 6 

. - . . 

- 193 8 9 

- 66 10 8 
- 67 11 1 
- 39 9 4 

- 41 12 It 
- 26 - 7 
- 72 6 2 
- 46 4 6 
- 44 10 4 
- 28 1 6 

- 29 4 3 
- 23 - 7 

- 23 6 4 
- 27 2 4 

- 31 9' 6 - 12 12 3 

- I) 8 8 
- 20 4 4 

=1 
6 14 9 

30 - -
- 17. 14 6 
- 211 13 4 
- 17 2 3 
- 7 10 10 

- 10 I 7 
- 18 11 -

Average Rate of Travelling, 
uclusive of DetentioDO, 

--
Dry SeOBon. Rainy Season. 

111. F. P. 111. F. P. 
6 4 26 -
- - - - - -

6 7 31 6 6 7 

6 3 62 6 0 26 
6 6 25 4 5 24 
4 0 31 3 8 19 

4 7 25 4 8 15 
3 6 " 8 4 0 
6 7 0 4 0 0 
5 3 82 4 6 17 
5 8 20 6 1 7 
6 7 31i - . -
6 1 15 4 0 3 
6 0 38 .; 0 20 

6 0 " 1 4 38 . - - - - -
'6 0 6 4 6 27 

- -
3 2 0 3 2 0 

" " 20 3 2 20 

- -
8 0 - 8 6 0 

4 6 18 4 5 I 
5 1 22 4 6 16 

- _. 
- - -- -

4 2 1 3 4 10 

-

REMARKS, 

- • The mails, &c. are 
any 
era
well 
eing 
any. 

conveyed free of 
charge, ill consid 
tioll of the Pan 
Ferry Farm b 
given to the Comp 

00 This dawk runs dur
nly. ing the tair season 0 

. 

--Transfel'1'ed fi 
the Madras to 
Bombay Preside 

'om 
tbe 

ncy, 
1st August 1860 •. 

( contin ued) 

-Z -2 
o -?> 



(E.)-STATElII'ENT, showing tIle Mode in whicll the Mails on the Postal Lines in tIle Bombay Presidency are conveyed, &c.-continued. 

• 
R 0 UTE. 

Ahmedabad to Gogo · Ahmedabad to Dee$a -
Dc('sa to Mount Aboo -

Ditto to Pahlunpoor · 
Rajkote to Than - -

TOTAL -

Luckp!lt to Tatta - -
Kurrachee to Hyderabad-
Ifydcrabat1 to Sukkul' -

Ditto to Omel'kote 
J{()tl'ee to Shewan . 
Sukkllr to Bhawulpore 
Ditto to .llhanda • 

Ditto to Shikal'pol'c 
Shikarpol'e to Sarkhana 
pitto to :Khangur 

TOTAL 

Calcutta, } 
25 Arril18l.iO. 

--
· -
---
. 
. 

-

-

Distance Number By Contract . Annual Cost 
iII of Mode of COIll'eyanca. or Annual Cost. 

Jl;llIes. Stager. Government Establishment. per Mile. 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 
103 . - - Foot-runners - - - By contract - - 1320 - - 12 13 --- 103 17 · ditto - - .. - - By Government 2460 - - 23 14 1 

establishment. 

- 49 10 - ditto - - - - ditto - - - 200 - - 4 1 4 

18 3 - ditto - - - - ditto - - ~ 360 - - 20 - --. - 36 7 - ditto - - - - ditto - - - 900 - - 25 - -

- 3926 646 · - - - ~ - - .. - - 255112 5 -
IN SINDH. 

- 80 13 :foot-runners - - - ~y contract - - 4200 - - 52 8 -
- 124 27 - ditto - - - - ditto - - - 5370 - - 43 411 
- 84 17 · ditto · · . - • By ,Government 

establishment. 
2880 - - 34 4 7 

. 86 16 · ditto - · - . ditto . - · 3168 - - 36 13 IS . 30 5 · ditto · - -" 
ditto - - · 2<14 - - 7 12 16 

.,. 224 54 · ditto · · - By cORtract . - 7704 - - 34 6 3 

- 94 19 - Ilitto - · - - - By Gover!lment 316S - - a3 11 3 
establishment. 

- 24 4 Horses - - · - Byeontract · 
} >160~ :"{ 

. - -
- 48 6 - ditto · - - - ditto - - - - 22 8 ... 
- 24 4 - ditto · - - . cllito - - - - . -
- 818 165 - - - - - - - - - - 28884 - -

ABSTRA.CT: 

N umber of miles travelled by dawk under the control of tIle Postmaster-g~neral of Bombay 
Ditto • - ditto • • in Sindh - • - • ., - - -

3926 
81S 

TOTAL - - - 4744 
w __ 

Rs. a. p, M. Rs. a. p. 
28399G 5 - -;- 474\1. = 59 13 9 - average a.tIJIual cost pet II1ile. 

AYerage Rate of Travelling, 
exclusive of Detention •• 

REl\{ARKS. 

Dry Season. Rainy Season. 

M. F. P. M. F. P. 
2 5 25 2 2 33 
4 0 11 3 4 3 

3 1 29 - - - --This dawk l'uns for 
3 0 0 3 0 0- four months during 

hot season. '4 2 27 3 3 1 

4 IS 27 4 3 6 •• Including chal'ges 
for boats. 

4 4 37 3 6- 32 
IS 0 0 4 3 10 

4 4 37 4 1 IS - -
4 '0 0 4 0 0 
4 4 0 4 4 0 

5 0 0 4 0 0 
5 0 0 is 0 0 
5 0 0 is 0 0 

Annual Cost. 

R,. a. p. 
265112 5 

28884 

283906 /) -

W. Courtney, Commissioner. 
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Appendix (D.) 

1. You are Postmaster-general of Bengal 1-1 am: I have been so since 1845. A (D) N 
UI'1 b d PP' ., o. I. 2: nil you e so goo as to state the nature of your duties as Postmaster-~eneral 1:-

There are certain duties specially made over to the Deputy Postmaster-general, by an order, E"idence. 
No.2, dated the,26th January 1847. The rest are dlscharg~d by me: generally speaking, 
the Deputy Postmaster-general corresponds with the Mofus!'!I Postmasters, and the pubhc, 
on matters not involving a general question of principle; and on all matters connected with 
the Dawk Bearer Department. He also has the control, under me, of the establishment 
of the General Post-office. Letters addre!:'sed to me on subjects of which the Deputy 
Postmaster-general is comprtent to dispose, I generally make oyer to llim for disposal, but 
occasionally answer them myself. The Deputy Postmaster-general does not transact any 
business but that which has been specially assigned to him. Bya subsequent o~der, No.5, 
dated the 2sd August 1847, the Deputy Postmaster-general is authorized to open all service 
letters addressed to me, and to make over to the register to be laid before me such of them 
as he does not consider himself competent to dispose of. Whenever any new specml duty 
is made over to the Deputy Postmaster-general, an order to that effect is entered in my order 
book. The lettel's intended for me are docketed by the register, and submitted dally. for 
my OIders. I pass my orders upon them, a\ld they are returned to the office. Drafts are 
then prepared, and submitted for my approval. On all important matters, requiring more 
than an or~inary or usual reply, I draft my own letters. All other drafts are prepared by the 
register, in conformity with distinct orders written by myself on the back of the letter to be 
answered. Every day, on coming to office, I receive from the superintendent, Mr. Botellho. 
a repOi t of the time of the alTival of the principal mails, and of any thing of importance that 
may have occurred since tile previous day; and I pass such orders upon the Superintendent's 
rerO! t as I think necessary; after this, I dIspose of the con espondence of the previous day's 
second delivery, and of that of the curlent day's fir'>t delivery, in the manner above stated. 
Every Monday the superintendent lays before me a time book of all the lines of road pre-
pared from the daily telegraphs. upon which I pass orders in like manner. The details of 
my correspondence may be seen by a reference to the books in the office. All letters 
wntten are copied in a book, and all letters received are entered in a diary, and when dis-
posed of, they are filed according to theil' date, and bound up. 

S. What control do you exercise over the Deputy Postmaster-general's proceedings 1-
1 occasionally inspect his correspcndence, which IS recorded in the office. and when parties 
appeal against hiS orders, 1 investigate their complaints myself. As the Deputy Postma&fer-

87. x :x: 4 general's 
- . 
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general's office is a branch of, or rather, in fact, the same as mr own, ther.! i~ no n~cessi~y 
for requiring from him any periodical reports or statements 9f th~ manne~ In whIch IllS 

specific duties are performed, and it would, for many' reasons, be lDconveDl~nt an~ unad
visable to do so. The whole of his correspondence IS always open t.o my ms.pectIo~, a,?-d 
mine to his; and nothing can occur in the office of any cOllsequenc.€' Without my knowmg' It. 
The mode in which I exercise control over his proceedmgs, c~le~y In the management of the 
office and the local duties of Calcutta, is shown by the entrIes m my order book, such, for 
insta~ce. as No. 75, dated the 14th April 1848; No. 114, dated the 8th September 1849; 
No. 111, dated the 18th August 1849. When the Deputy ~o~tm~st.er-ge.neral has any 
doubt as to tile mode in which he ought to dispose of matters withm hIS cogmzance, he sub
mits them with an official memorandum for my dIsposal. \ye also hold frequent verb~l 
communications. In order to maintain the authority of the Deputy Postmaster-general In 

the office, I have generally made it a rule on the occurrence o~ a vacancy, to desire him to 
'make arrangements for filling 'it up, subject always to my sanctIon and approval. . 

4. Is. there any separation between the office of Postmaster-general and that of Post
master of Calcutta 1-No, there is no such distinction. I am Postmaster of Calcutta in 
my capacity of Postmaster-general, and the Deputy Postmaster is ~lso Deputy Postmaster 
of Calcutta. There is no separate office, either of correllpondence or I·ecord. The Deputy 
Postmaster-general's duties embrace the details of the Calcutta Post-office, but are 110~ by 
any means confined to that. The details of the Calcutta Post-office are specially made over 
to 'him under instructions from the Government, but subject to my coutrol. So far from 
there being allY separation of the Calcutta from the General Post-office, 1 frequently take 
up individual cases connected with Calcutta, and dispo!le of them myself, and exercise an 
active interference in the details of the office, such as I should l1:>t do If the Calcutta office 
were a separate one from mine. • , 

5. Have the goodness to f,lYour me with further deta.ils regal'ding your own duties and· 
the business of the General Post-office?-The entire superintendence and control of the 
transit throughout the country is my especial pl~ovince, and all the duties arising out of it 
are performed entirely by me. All contracts for the conveyance Qf the mails lind banghies, 
all modifications of establishments, all alterations of rOQteiil. opening of new lines, the estab
lishment of lIew Post-offices, require my considerdtion and approval before they can take 
effect, or be submitted fOl' the s.mctlOlI of Governmellt. 1 alsll receive from the Postmasters 
repolts on the fltate of th~ roads and ferries, a'ld Oil all othel' matters in any way affecting 
the transi.~ of the dawks. The remova 1 and appointment of Postma<;ters rest with me, sub
ject to the sanction of Government, and I confirm the nominat.on of dawk moonshees sub
mitted by the Postmaster!', abstaining as milch as pos"ible from interfering with the arrange
ments of the local authorities in this 'respect. There is a great variety of busineAq arismg 
out of my relations with the district Postmasters, the Government and the publiC', which 
I have to discharge, but which I need not enumeratt'. The daily ca!'h accounts of the 
General Post-office are submitted at the close of every day for my examination and signa
~ure. Payment!:! are made on the warrants both of the Deputy Postmaster.general and 
myself, but [compare all the v.ouchers with the entries in the cash account before signing it. 

6. Into "hat departmellts is the office divided, and what are the dutie!'! of pach depart
ment ?-In anSVl-er to this question, I beg to reft'r to my letter to Government, No. 72, dated 
11th August 1845, in which the duties of e'ach department of the offict: are detailed; and 
also to a statement prepared in the office for my private information. Conc;equent on my 
report above referred to, a considerable increase of establishment was sanctioned in that 
year to :'Jleet the increased requirements of the office, arising from the establishment of steam 
communication and the increase of correspondence; but no material alteration hac; been 
made in the arranl!;ement of the several d€'partments of the office. 

7. Is the establishment now efficient for the duties required of it?-Yes, in all depart
ments, except that of the delively of ietters, in which the number of peons employed is far 
from ~dequate .. There i~ a he ... d ill:;pector, three inspector!', and forty-five peons. Notwith
standmg the assIstance g,ven by the accelerators, yet the extent of each beat, and the great 
delays and obstacles opposed by the public to punctual delivery, are such as t.o requIre a 
very much stronger force. Great practical incollvenience also arises from the icrnol'ance or 
English 011 the part of the peons; this is the source of constant mistake and ~is-deli very. 
The only remedr for this is the employme!lt o(a superior class of persons 'on higher pay; 
but u~der any cIrcumstances, a numt'f1cal mcrease to the present strength of the establish
m~nt IS ~bsolutely necessary to satisfy the demands of the public. The C/)I1ection of bearing 
postage IS also a great cause of delay in delivery, which would be obviated jf pre-payment 
were compulsory. ' 

8. Call you .tell me the average time in which letters are delivered in Calcutta 1-'I'he 
accelerators, WIth the first delivery, leave the General Post-office punctually ~t 10 A.lII., 
every day, except Sunday, taking the' peons to the distant beats, north and south. The 
accelerators retUln about 2 P.lII., bringing back the peons, except those of the more distant 
~eats at Garden .Reach, Ahpoor, Chitpore, &c., who often cannot complete their delivery in 
tIme to return WIth the accelerator. The second delivery, which is always much smaller 
t~a? the first, is m.ade by the peons. They leave tIle General Post-office at 3 P.lII., and 
dehv:er the letters III the course of the afternoon. lJaily reports of the delivery are made by 
th«: Inspectors to the Deputy P?stmaster-general. Dally reports of the number of mails 
arrIved a~d due, opened and delivered, are made to me, and anything of-importance con
nected WIth .them IS brought to my notice. 

9. What IS the extent of the Calcutta delivery 1-It comprises all the suburbs of Calcutta, 
including 
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including HOWl'll;h, Bishop's C:olIege, Chitpo.re, ~nd ot~er distant places. A map hall been App. (D.), No I. 
,made for the £U1dance of the mspectors, whIch IS now In the office. It lays down the limits 
of all ddivel'Jes under the Gelleral Post-office. The purpose for which accelerators were Evidence. 
establi~hed.l and inl'pectors appointed, and the. Fuccess ~h,ch has attended these arrange-
lllellt~, as well a!' the changes m the mode of takln!! seclll'lty from the peons, and obliging 
thpm to !aCcount punctually tor their collections, will be leamed from my various reports to 
Government. Cash deposits have been univer,;ally substituted for landed security, and the 

Y
enns are nl'V~I' allowed,to keep more than a few rupees in their possession; whereas when 
;::s~unwd cha,ge (lfthe office, a balance of about Rs.I4,OOO was in their h~nd!\, which was 

Il'co\el'ed with muc,h (jifficulty, the landed securities being in every case found to be quite 
worthleFs. The IJeliVfI'y Depal'tillent is inlmediately under the Deputy Postmaster-general, 
who has orders to bring anything impol'tant connected with it to my notice. 

16th May 1850. 

Mr. E. Botellko. 

10. WHAT situation do you hold in the General Post-office 1-1 am superintendent of the 
Post-office; my dutIes are defined in a book, prepared two 9r, thlee years ago 101' the Post
mal',ter.~elieral; but ~ince then other additional dutie!'o have devol.ved UpOIl me, which used 
to be dischalged by Mr. Moore, the fOimer Deputy Postma;;ter-general. These additional 
duties are as tollows: letters received by dawk at the General Post-office, of which the 
addtes>H's ClIlH10t be found, are brought back by thE' peons; they are then enterlld in a 
register by Pitum berM ookeljea, one of the assistants, which register 1 examifie, and attest 
with my initial~. I also put the date and my ir.itial!! on each letter. There are on an 
average 2110 a day of the~e letiers. 1 am occupied about an hOllr and a half daily in tIllS 
duty. It i!l also my dUly to see that th(· delivery peons daily account for the postage of the 
letters gi\en 10 them for delhery, and to report all ca"es of default or delay to the Deputy 
Postmaster-general tor hi!' orders. The postage of the letters delivered to the peons is 
entered in their books by l\Ioleeloll Banerjea, who obtain,; the information from one of the 
bearing moonshees f and the Fame person enters on the other side of the peon's accounts 
the postage collected by them, the amount of which he ascertains from the buxee. \\ ho 
receive!\ the mOlley trom the peons, and pays it to the treasurer. 1 do not check the collec
tiens; I only 1001, at the peons' accounts t.o see that they are not in balance. 

11. What are the routes Irom Calcutta to the interior, on which lettel's are despatch~d from 
the General Post-office ?-There are &ix routes: 

1. The lYestern Boad.-By this rollte go the .dawks to Augurparah, Balrackpore, 
Sel'a~lpOIP., Chandernagore, Booghly, Burdwan, Mungulpore, Burhee, Shergotty, Sas
seram, Benares, and all the North-western Provinces. The first branch on this road 
i~ from Bdl'lackpore to Serampore. Then thel'e is a branch from Hooghly to Dlcgra, 
Patolle, Santipoor, Gulna, Cutwa, Nyaserai and .Iehannuggur. Fl'Om Burdwan a 
branch goes to Surool, Sooree, Bunwareoad and I\:andv. The next branch is fmlll, 
Shergotty t() Gya, Patna, Dinapore, Arrah, Buxar, Chupra, Mozufferpoor, Poe,sa, 
Moter:hal'ee, Bettia and Nepal. The next branch is from Akooree to Ghazeepoor, 

. and othel' N ort h-western Province stations. The last branch is flom Alinuggur, 1 II mtles 
this Side of Benares, to Chunar, M irzapool' and other places. The juri~dlCtlon of the 
Calcutta General Post-office on this route terDlinates at Ghazeepore, Benares allli 
Mil'zapoCJI'. 

II. The Bfrhowpoor R(lad . ....o. By this route go the dawks to Baraset, Ranaghat, Kish
nuO'O'ur. 1\1 erai, Berhampool', J ungypoor and Khamrah. Here the road branches III two 
dil~~tions; one branch goes to Aurungabad, Rajmahal, Sikreegully, Colgong, Bhau
gulpore, SlIltangllnge and Monghyl'. From Sikreegully there is also a branc,h to POOI'
neah and l\athpoor. The other branch from Khamrah g.oes to Maldah, Dmagl'poor, 
Titalya, Kursiong and Darjeeling. From Di?agepoor there is a branch to Rungpoor, 
Bugwah, Gwalpalah, Gowhatty, Tezpoor, Blshnath, Nowgong, Joreh.at, Debl'Ooghur 
and Luckirupoor. From Rungpoor there is also a branch to the subordmate Post-office 
at Cooch Behar. 

III. TIle Dacca Route.- By this lOute go the dawks to Dum-Dum, Jessot'e, Fur
reedpo,e, Dacca, Comillah, Chittagon~ and Arracan. From Jessore one branch goes 
to Coolnll, Nulchitty and Burrisaul. The other goes to Com~rcolly, Pubna and Sera
jE'gunge. From Dacca oneo branch goe~. north to'M~mensmg and Ju~alpoor, and 
another north-east to SyIbet, CherrapoollJle, CachaI', Sllchar and MU~1l1p?or. There 
is also a separate dawk from the General Post-offic~ t? Baugundee, whl\!h ~s unt!pr the 
BarDset Postmaster. FI'OOl l\Iahomed Ali, on the t:hlttagong road, there IS a branch 
to Noakolly and Putterhat. 

IV. Tlte Kedgeree Road.-By this route go the Diamond Harbour" Kedgeree and 
Contai dawks. There is a branch flolll Bela to Fort Gloster. By thIS route go all 
after packets of ship and steam letters; that is, all packets made up to go hy ships that 
have left Calcutta, and gone down the river. 

87· yy 
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V. The Madras Road.-By this route go the dawks to Jellasore, Balasore. Cut~ac~. 
Pooree JuO'O'ernath GauJ'am and Chutterpoor, where the Calcutta Post-office Jurls-

00 , b' d • diction ceases. There are no branches on t IS roa • 

VI. The Bombay Roatl.-By this route go the' dawks to Oolbaleea, Midnapoor. 
Kamerara, Sumbulpoor, Ryepoor and Nagpoor to ~ombay. Thp. «;!alcutta Genp.ral 
Post-office jurisdiction ceases at Nagpoor. From thiS route there IS one b~anch to 
Tumlook; another from Debra to Keerpoy, Radanuggur and Ghuttal; a thl~d from 
,Midnapoor to Gurbeta; and a fourth from r-.agpoor to Kamptee, Seonee and Elhchpoor. 

VII. The Bancoorah Old Roatl.-By this route go the dawks to Bishenpore, Kotal
poor Elipore, Bancoorah, Hazareebaugh, Purulea Manbhoom, Chyeba"sa, Lohardugga 
and Chota Nag-pore. The Chyebassa road branches off from PUfu!t:a Manbhoom, and 
so does the Hazareebaugh-road. 

12. Can you give me an account of the cross dawks in the Lower Provi?ces ?-I cannot 
from memory give a complete account. but I can prepal'e a statement showmg all the cross 
dawks in the Lower Provincef:. ' 

13. How are the dawks carried on the western road 1-ln a mail cart from the General 
Post-office to Benares. On all the branches of this road the mails are carried by fuot
runners. PI'om the -General Post-office up to Burhee the mails are carried along the truflk 
road by contract. The carts and horses all belong to the contractor. Mr. Atkinsoll has 
the contract from the 1st of this mORth, I believe for three years, s.ubject to the approv~l of 
Government. Mr. Atkinson, I'believe, has contracted to convey the Jetter dawks at the 
rate of Rs.13 per mile a month, at a speed of seven miles an hour, including stoppages.' 
I have not yet seen the agreement, and cannot therefore give the particulars of it, but I 
know that the contractor IS liable to retrenchment if be falls to accomplish the stipul'lted 
rate of speed. Up to the 14th instant., Mr. Atkinson bas carried the dawks along the trunk. 
road from Burdwan to Oalcutta at an average rate of 6 miles 4 furlongs and 14 poles per 
houl'; and from Burbee to Burdwan at nearly 7 miles an hour. The upward rate has not 
been quite so good, but the telegraphs of only three days' work have yet been received. 
Last year the ID<lils were carried from the General Post-office to Burdwan in carts, by 
GUllness Sing, who F.upplied the carts and horses, and received Rs.24 a month for eacb 
cart from Calcutta to Hooghly, and Rs.22 a month for each cartfrolU Hooghlyto Burdwan. 
In consequt!n~e of robberies of the dawk which occurred, Guuness Sing was removed in 
January last,'and from,Pebl'Uary' Mr. Atkinson undertook the conveyance of the dawks to 
Burdwan on the same terms. Last year Mr. Atkinson provided the means of conveying the 
dawk from Burdwan to Mohe:;;hpoor on ekka!'l, drawn by horses; and from thence to 
Burhee, one Prem Nara-ln Bose did the same. They both,were remunerated at the rate of 
20 rupees a l;art per month. Prem Narain Bose failed to keep the time required by his 
agreement, and hiS portion of the road was transferred to Mr. Atkinson in the middle of the 
year. From Burhee to Benares the carts were last year, as they are now, supplied by Mr. 
Davies, the Postmaster of Shergottv, who receives 20 rupees a month for each. cart and 
horse employed. Mr. Davies has c"Onveyed the mail from Benares to Burhee since the 1st 
of this month, at the rate' of 7 miles 7 furlongs and 33 p"les, or very nearly 8 miles an hour. 
From Akoree to Mirzapool' the dawk is carried by mnners..' • 

14. Howare thedawks carried on the Berhampoorroute?-AII by foot-runners, who are paid 
Rs.4 a month each. The standard rate of travelling js five miles au hoUl': if they exceed 
this rate, the runners are paid extra, at the rate of f\ anllas per extra halt:mile of increased 
~peed, and the overseers 1 or 2 rupees a half-mile of extra speed, according 'to the recom
mendation of the Postmaster. But the standard has not been accomplished on this road, 
except between Khamrah and Monghyr. and that only when Dr. Leckie was Postmaster of 
Bhaugulpoor, which is no'w five or six years ago. If the mnners do not accomplish four 
miles an hour'oll this road, a deduction is made fl'om their pay, unless it appears on inquiry 

, tl1at the delay is owmg to the bad state of the roads. The roads are now in a very bad ~tate. 
Quarterly statements of ~peed on all the principal lines of road have been submitted to 
Government for the last four years: they are now required half-yearly. I have quarterly 
statements prepared up to the 31st March last: these carl: be supplied from the Generdl 
Post-office. From Bugwah to all the stations in Assam the dawks are carried by water in a 
boat or canoe. ~ • 

15. How are the dawl..s 00 the Dacca road carried 1-Entirely by foot-runners. 'fhe rate 
of ~pced on the Dacca line is slower than on any other, owing to the bad state of the road, 
and the numerous rivers and nullahs there are to be crossed. The standal'd of five miles an 
hour having never be~n reached on this road, the runners have not, to my knowledge, received 
any extra remuneratIOn. ' 

16., How llre the dawks on the Kedgeree road carried 1-By runners. Formerly the dawk 
011 thiS road was taken by contl'act, but since the introduction of steam .communicatIOn thIS 

bas ceased. Under the contractor, the standard rate of five miles used frequently to 
be exceeded, but it has never been reached by tbe Government runners. The contractor 
employed nothing but runners. 

17. On the Madras road, how are the dawkscarried 1-Byrunners the whole way. They 
never come up to the standard of five !piles an hour. ' -

18. How is t~e dawk carried on the. Bombay l.ine 1-By Government runners to Midna
pore. From M',dnapore to KUlU,erara It, was carried. by horses up to the 30th ultimo, but, 
tile contract havmgceased, 'the distance IS now travelled by runners. From Kumerara to 

Sumbulpoor, 
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Sumbulp.oor, it is all'o carried by runners; from Sumbulpoor to Ryepoor by horses, for which A D 
M B b h P 

pp. ( .). No.1. 
r. a m~ton. t e ostmaster of Sumbulpoor, holds a contract; and from Ryepoor to 

NflgpoOI' either by horses or camels, aClordmg to the convenience of the contractor, Jum- Evidence. 
nath Dass. Both these contracts have been renewed from the 1st Apcil. I canllot state from 
memory the exact terms of them. 

19. How is the Bancoorah dawk carried ?-Entirely by runners. 
2~. H .. ow is the llawk despatched on the Western road ?-All packets above Benares are 

put mto one or more wallet!';, addressed to the Postmaster of Benares, who opens and dis
tributes them to the different station Postmasters; and all above Cawnpoor to the Postmaster 
of Cawnpoor, who does the same. There is also an Opt n wallet despatched from the General 
Posl-office to Ho<?g~ly, containing the Banackpoor, Serampore, Chandernagore and Hooghly 
dawks, and contammg also a packet addressed to the Postmaster ofHooghly, in wh;ch are en
closed all the dawks for the subordinate ~tJ.tlons on the Santi poor and Cutwa roads. A small 
packet for Augurpara goes outside the dawk. There is au other wallet addrel.'sed to Burd
wall, containing the Burdwan and Beerbhoom packets, and also the packets for Munaul
poor, Boodbood, Shergotty and Sasseram. The Burdwatl Postmaster takes out or"'the 
wallet his packets and those for the branch dawks,.- and puts into it his despatches for the 
North-west, including Patna, Gya, &c. On the arrival of the mail at Shergotty, the Post
maMer there separates these loose packets, and sellds them to their tespectrv~ destinations. 
A s'Cpar~te wallet is made up at the GenerM Post-?ffice fur the Gya, Patna, Moz,!lfferpoor, 
Arrah, Chupl's and Nepal packets. This wallet IS addressed to the Postmaster at Gyay to 
whpm It is forwarded by the Postmaster at Shergotty, and by whom it is opened. The Gya 
P.olltmaster takes out his packet, and then forwards the wallet, closed, to Patna, where the 
Postmaster separates the packets and sends them to their respective destfnations. It is 
sometimes necessary to make up two wallets fol' Gya, but this rarely happens, and then only 
on the arrival of an overland mail, particularly if the overland mall arrives on Thursday, the· 
day on which the" Friend of India" newspaper is published. Another wallet is made up 
for Ghazeepoor, alld the stations beyond it. ThiS is detached from the mail atAcoree.It 
is nevel necessa.-y to make up two wallets for Ghazeepoor. At Alinuggur, a small wallet for 

• Chllnar and an ordinary one for Mirzapoor allli the stations beyond it are detached from the 
main road. One wallet generally suffices to Mirzapoor, but it is sometimes, tbough rarely, 
necessary to make up a second. For Benares one wallet generally suffices, but it is often 
necessary to make up two. For Cawnpoor three wallets are daily despatched from the 
General Post-office, and, on the arrival of the monthly stearfler, it is generally necessary to 
make up a fourth. 

21. How is the dawk despatched on the Berhampoor line 1-0ne open wallet is sent, con
taining the packets for Barase"t, N udqea and Merai. This wallet is never filled sO as to be 
a sufficient load for olle man. To Berhampoor two wallets are dally despatched, and it is 
of tell necessary to despatch a third. All these wallets are directed to the Postmaster of 
Berhampoor, who' opens them and distributes the packets to their destination. Two 
wallets go on to- Khamrah, where the road branches, and after that, one wallet on each line 
of road is ,ufficient. " 

22. How is the dawk cal'ned on the Dacca lille 1-0ne wallet is made up for Jessore, 
and is directed to the Postmaste .. there, who opens it and despatches the packets to Fur- • 
reedpoor, and by the branch lines to Komarcolly, Pubna, Coolneah, Backergunge and 
Nulchitty. This wallet is always full, and frequently (especially on Tuesdays and Thurs
days) overloaded; and, owing to insufficient establishment, there is difficulty in sendmg a 
second packet. For Dacca ~>lle wallet is usually: made up, but on Gazette nights, and .on 
the arrival of an overland mall, a second wallet IS necessary. The Dacca wallet contall:ts 
the packets for all the stations beyond Dacca. On this line the service packets are very 
heavy, particularly when the revenue commissioner is on circuit at Jessore. A. small packet 
for Dum-Dum is made up and handed to olle of t~e runners, who conveys It ?utslde the 
dawk. A second dawk is sent to Dum-Dum at mid-day. A separate wallet IS made up 
daily at the General Post-office for Ba~llndee, and conveyed by a separate set of runners, 
but it never amounts to a sufficient load for a milD. 

23. How is the Kedgeree dawk despatched 1--0ne wallet almost always suffices. It is 
addressed to the Postmaster at Kedgeree. A sII,!all packet goes outside t~e .wallet for 
Diamond Harbour, and is left at Ramgurh Chokq, about three mll.es.off. A SImilar packet 
is left at Bela for Fort Gloster. But on steamer after packet days It IS necessary to employ 
extla establishments, the covers being packed in iron a,nd wo.oden boxes, which. the runners 
carryon their heads. For this service, five and sometImes SIX muners are reqUl~e~. 

24. How is the dawk on the Madras line despatched 1-0ne wallet, cOlltalllm~ all the 
packets for btations beyond Chitterpoor, is addressed to the Postmaster of that statIOn. It 
also contains the Cuttack and Pooree dawks, which are taken out as the dawk passes by 
the Postmasters of those stations, who then re-seal the wallet •. Anothe~ wall~t IS made, up 
fol' J ellasore containina the J ellasore and Balasore packets; thiS wallet IS so hght that It IS 
often carried by the 'fu~ner who takes the Chitterpoor packet; but sometimes, when the 
malls arrive from Smgapore, Moulmein, and other places to the eastward,. a sec?nd wallet 
for Chit tel POOl' becomes necessal'y, This route branches off from the Bombay road at Debra, 
about 13 miles this side of Midnapore. . 

25. How is the Bombay dawk despatched ?-All packets for Nagpoor, and statIOns be
yond it, are enclosed in one wallet to the.address of the. Po~tmaster at Nagpoor, ',V'ho o~e~s· 
It and distributes the packets accordmg to their debtmatlOns, On overland mghts, It lS 
n;"essary to have from six to eight wallets. Formerly, as many as 25 or 30 wallets were 
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sometimes required to carry the overland dawk, and ~his number could not be despatched in 
less than three days; but, since the steame['s come direct from the Red 8ea to Oalcu.tta, the 
number ofoveJ'land letters sent via Bombay has,greatly decreased: Another wallet [s made 
up for Midnnpoor, which is sent open; it contams packets for M Idnapoor, Kamerara, Rye
POOl' and SlImbulpoor. The Keerpoy packet goes m th!s wallet, and IS detac~ed at Chokey 
Deoleea. The Tumlook packet goes separately, outsIde the wallet, and IS detached at 
Moheshraka. . 

26. How is the Bancoorah dawlc despatched 1-1n one small wallet, which is never fined. It 
is addressed to the Postmaster at Bancoorah, who distlibutes the pa.:kets contained in it to the 
farther stations, It is never necessary 'to send a second wallet on this ro~te. ,The packets 
for the subordinate Post-offices between Calcutta and Bancoorah also go 10 thiS wallet, and 
are taken out, as iq~asse~, by the dawk moonshees. . 

20th M o?J 1 !;50. 

Lalmoku1l S~t, Clerk in the Post-office Depar~ment of the Reven~e Accountant's Office. 

27. WIfAT is your duty 1-My dutv is to adjust the Post-office accounts, and also a portion 
of the Land Revenue accounts. It'is not my duty to examine or abstract the accounts of 
thp. various Post-offices. There al'e other clerks on the establishment whose duty it is .to 
do that. My duty is simply to adjust and journalize the accounts at the end of th'e year, 
and to prepare the statE-ment of receipt,:; and disbursements of the Post-office Department for 
incorporatIOn in the general statement of the entire receipts and disbursements of the Lower 
Provinces. When adjusting the accounts, I compare the entries in the cash accounts with 
tIle vouchers. 

271. What accolmts are received'from the General po~t-(\ffice ?-A monthl, cash account. 
In this accollnt the receipts are credited under the following heads: 

Postage. 
Steam Postage. 
SetVICe, Postage (a nominal credit). 

, Gellt)ral Treasury. i' 

And the debits appear under ~he following heads: 

Remittances. , 
Postage, . 
Service POiiltage (a nominal debit). 

Profit and Lol's. 
Deposits. 
Da,wk-bearers. 

DepoMt!l. 
Dawk-bearer~. 
Balance. 

Appenopd to this account is a det.ail of inefficient balance, a memorandum o( deposits. 
,and a memorandulI\ of bearing postage. 

A ttachecY to the monthly cash accoun.t is a I'eg:ister of receipts and repayments of. deposits, 
03:l staten:ent,:; of steam postage, Treasury and Mint receipts for· remittance~, receipt1'4 of 
subordinatp. Postmasters for saldry, &C;., and the monthly continge"t bill of the General 
Post-office. ' 

28. 'Vhat means has the Accountant's office of knowin!); ·that all postage pai:1 at the 
General I'oi"t-office is dlily accounted for ?-No means at all. All that appears in the caih 
account is the anic..unt of postage collected. "Ve have no means of knowing- what is due, 
and what is outstanding. We receiVE: no· re~ister IIf letters Irom the Gem'ral Pust·office. 
If the amount of postage entered in the cash account a~ collected be less than the a,ctual 
amount collpcted and brought to the Post-office, there would .. be no. mean.. of detectino', 

the discrepancy in the ACcOlll1tant'~ uffice. Still less art; there any means or ascertainin~ 
wht'ther the amount due on post-paid and bearing letters, and other covers, is ever col- , 
lected. 

2!~. Is there no way of imr-osing a check upon 'the accounts of the General Post-office, 
so that the postage due .on every letter shall be entereu in the accounts as a demand either 
against the sflidfr or receiver of it, and ... he amount either collected, 01', if irrecoverahle, 
written off?-I cun su~~est no othel' check thall that propospd form .. r1v by the Honourable 
J. E. Elliot, when Postmaster-general; und that j;;, that the Postlna.;tel'-"'e!leral should .. 
keep two account .. current, one of le:ter:l I'cceived, and the other .of letters s~nt with ('very 
Po!'tmastel' in lndi.~. and all, the Postmasters in India With each other; a cop/.of all these 
accounts cun:ellt belllg i'ubl\,Hted monthly to the accountants of Bengal, Agra, .Madr.ls and 
Bombay, by whom thl:' ac·count;. between the POS~llIa4"rs of the different Pl't'sidenl;ie:l would 
be COIllI ared WHh each othel', and with the ~a"h account.,;. alld 1"0 finally adjusted. This plan 
~IlS tried for two 01' .three years, but ~as found so tl:oubiesollle and expensive that it was 
!rIven up. A lril'~e IiICI'eUl"e ot est"bh:lbment, both In the Accountau(s office and in the 
several ~o;;t-officf's. would be, nec~ssary to cal ry It our efficiently. . ( 

all., What accoullts are ret:elved In the Accountaut.'s offiCI' from the J\lIofussii Post-oflit'es? 
-A c,~s" accOll'IIt. showill!{ the receipts ~md dishlll'st'llIf'nts of the ;:";uddt't:' Yost-office. "nd 
also of tht! "ubordillate Post-oHkes, If there ale any. The llt'adiu(Ts of the cash account 
are the same UI< th,'s!' of the Gellel al Post-otfice; attached to it is a'" melllor,mdum or" IIte:\\D 
p(!stagp, it llIen.orandum of healing lettel'>I, and a U'lPlllol'dndum of d.lwk letteril. ,Vith Ihe 
('ash accpuuts ure also submitted the audited establi;.hmellt and contingent hill", for the 

month, 
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month, the collec~or'shreceipts for money, remitted to the Trea~llry, and an abstract reg;~ter App. (D.), No. I. 
of po~tage, "hoWIn!! t e num~el' of covers and ~he amo~nt postage due upon them. 

31. Are these abstract registers of any use In enabllD~ you to 'check the Postmaster's , Evidence. 
accounts? - Yes, we can see that th~ amount entered in t~e abstract register is duly accounted 
fo,'/ but we have no meansof knowm~ that the amount IS correct.' So far' as the Accountant's 
office is concerned, every item in the abstract register may be incorrect without the least 
chanctl or possibility of the error being detected. - There is nothin .... in the way of official 
check to prevent the Postmaster from entering in every case less "than the sum actually 
chargeable 011 lettt>rs conveyed by the post; nor is there anything to prevent the destruction 
of post-paid letters and misappropriation of postage, except the probablhty of inquiry, which 
migbt or might not lead to detection. Ther'e can be no efficient check against spch prac-
tices except by keeping a double account current in every Post-office in India, and enter-
taining a special establishment in the Accountant's office or at the Post-office, {.Ir the sale 
purpo"e of comparing and adjusting them. If postage were universally to be pre-paid by 
m~ans of stamp!., then there could be no fraud, and the necessity tor check would no longer 
eXist. 

32. Do you receive any chp.ck acconnts of "teum postage from' the other ports in India 
at which the Penin .. ular and Oriental Company's steamers tOUl:h ?-Only from Bombay and 
Madras. They send us statements qf letters received fro 11 out-stations of the Bengal Prcsl
dency for despatch by !:'team, and statements of letters rec!'ived by steam fOI' despatch to those 
stations. These Eltatements have 110 reference to inland pustage; 

21st 1lfa!J l850. 

J. R. B., Bennett, E"q" Deputy Postmaster-general. 

33. BE so good as to inform me what specific duties connected with the General Post
office are made over to YOIl ?-The duties made OVI'!' to me as Deputy Po<.trna",ter-general 
are detailed in the Postllla~ter-genel'lll's order, No.2, dated 26tl,1 January 1847, and in the 
sub~eqllent orders referred to by Mr. Tayl!'r. J receiv!' and opl'n all letter .. sent hy ddwk 
to the Gelleral Post office, and all that are brought to me from per~ons in Calcutta. Letters 
by dawk, addressed to me, are elltered in Illy regi~tel' of letters received, and those addl'f'fI-ed 
to the Postma'>tpr-general are enttlJ'ed in hi" regi$ter', I f any of the letters addl es"ed 
to me appear to me to be on subject,; which I IlaVe not authoritv to di~p I"e 'If', I 
tran~fer them to the Po"tmaster~!!.eneral by an oreler in my register book. In hktl. '1lannel, 
the Poc;tmaster·general tran"fers to me such of thc letters entered in hi~ reo'ister i;o'lk!t" he 
wishes me to di .. pose (If. He does not always "eud me lettel ~ connecterl w,th the dntie< 
specially made over to me, but occasionally diqpose~ of them himself. Thel'e is a separate 
reg,i-;ter book of letters received from public offices in (Jalcutt~, all ('I which are ol"pl)"eci of 
by the Postmaster-general. A large numbel' of lettt'r,: are addre~~ed da.lly to the offit'e hv 
private parties, sometime~ to th;' Po"tmaster-general, :Illd SOllletmles tl) me, '1'11<'8" are 
entered m a separale book, and are dl~poseu of either by the l'o~tma~ter-g .. nelal or bv lilt'. 

There are also numerolls w,itten applications f>ellt darly on triflm2: matt(-rs whICh I dis, 'ose 
o~ summarily, without refer~l1ce to the Pll~tma"ter-gel1eral, and without keepmg any r"cOl'd 
of them. 

34. Do you consider v'onrf'elf as Jlrimarilv rE'sponsible for the management of thl' details 
of th!" Calcutta Post-office ?-No, I dl) not. \Vhen 1 was fir"t appointed Deputy Po<t
master-general, I wa'l undcr the illlpres~ioll that I \\a~ '0 have illdependent charge ot the 
-Calcutta P05t-office a~ Postmaqlel' 01 Calcutta, Ilnd 1 cont!llue:l 10 act ulld,-r that illlpre"~lOlI 
fol' several months; bnt, in SC'ptemhel' 1847, I l .. aTDl'd that I was not-nnderstoud to h.,ve II 

separate capacity as Postmaster of Cakulta, bllt Ihat I was tIlt' P""tllldster ~eneral'" <I~SI5-
tant in that as in all olher departnwnts of thE' (}en .. lal Post-officI" I dt'ri~ed Illy tit's!. 
Imj>ression of my dllt.re'! tiom th(· tel m~ 10 willch Illy letter (If al'polOtlllent f,om (i-m'e' IIm .. nt 
\\as framed. J t was there .. tated that ill con~eqllE:'llce lit II'Y ILfJ]Joilltll1ent 1 he I'o-tlllil:.ler
~enel al wolrld be able to relieve himself of det,ul" .. and devote his attelltioll to tire ~elle, .,1 
managelllent of the departlllt'llt, • 

Everv thin!.? connt'cled with the wOI\.m~ (\f the Om('e, !<lIch ao,; the arr'lv,11 and despli.:d, of 
the 1Il~1l" uud banghles, the attt'nliance of the diflj,!'t'lIt officers, tile r\·ccipt an.1 <lelne' \ of 
letters, &c .. I primal ily take coO'.nizallc<! ,.f, and di"J1"se "I; but all maltel':i of inq.OI t,tllet! I 
.relt'I' to the p(I"tmaster-genel'al~ \V Ith tilt' Accoulltallt'" and '1'I'I:',,"urt'l"" D"partllwnt$l hdve 
nothing to do. All mattf'rs c'lnnedeJ \o\ith tile deli'NY c.t lettels In Cak~'tta, the I',."t,,!!,<:! 
,accounts (If the 1't:{II1S, and the accounts 01 thll a~f'ncy hou"es. :Ire exc!u:,l\ely looked .dt .. r 
by nit', Sll bjcct to a lelelellce, if lIec .. ""an, 10 the PO$tillu"ter-gl!lleral. The D.t\\ k-llt:.II't'r 
Department is a},;o under me, and all P"Pt'I'S cl)l~nected wi~h thdt depa!tmeQt .go ~)\(t, IInne .. 
my signature. I also rece!ve numerous letters fl'OIll tl'e I o, .. tllla-tl:'f:i 1~ the 1\lolu~'ll, alld 
from private lIldiv,d~als, 011 ,all J..mds (If T\.is,'ell&lIto:," ,subj"cls,. which, 1II1\'-S'; they II"ol'e 
'SOllie generul que"tron (If rlUpoot'alH e, I (lIl"pose \'1 WI~h,llIt rt'lerenc<! to th.e P,.\.~tl\la'ter
generul. inquilies into cal'E'S ot rol;herv of lilt' mati have llflCII 101' tilf! IlIo~t P'\! t cllt,.u'tell 

1.0 me. The superilltelluenl'e "fthe .1I ... pos,.) tlfdt'ad let: .. ,s 11.1..- al"o ue:.'11 s,'ecl<llly u~""g I .. d 
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35 Have the goodnec:;s to state the particulars of the way in which'letters are delivered 
from'the General Post-offic,:1-The pr?cess through ':Vhich. the le~ters .go after the mails 
arrive until they are placet! In the peon s hands for d~lIvery IS described III a memorandum, 
which I wilt furnish. Ordinarily no fetters ar? delivered ex~ept throug~ the peons, but 
parties coming to the General Post-office for their lette.}':> oc~as\ollally receIve t~em from the 
clerks, This, however, is contrary to ~ule, and I be~leve IS rarely done. T.he proc~ss of 
delivering overland letters to the peo.ns I~ somew.hat ~lfFerent from that of dellvermg- lilIan a 
letters; and this difference of practice .1S explamed In. the mem~randum .above referred to. 
The delivel'y peons, havin~ receiv~d their letters accordmg to their respective beats, le~ve the 
General Post-office for the first tlllle at 10 A.. M. Those who have t? proceed to a distance 
in the direction of Garden Reach, or Park-street, are conveyed to their beats on accelerators j. 
the others proceed to their destination on .foot. There are four inspectors, indu.ding the 
head inspector, and 48 peons. The head mspector has the. control of the esta,?lishUlent, 
alld is expected to go about and s;e that t~e peons are on then' beats. Two o~ th~ l~spe~t.ors 
drive the accelerators and the third remams at the General Post-office to assist In,mqumes, 
and to look after the peons ,n attendance. There are nin? local divisions in ~al~utta, to each 
of.which a certain number of peons are allotte~. The Inlan~ letters are dlst!"1?~ted by the 
delivery clerks to jumma peons, one of whom IS, selected daIly f!'Om each diVISion. Each 
jumma peon. then distributes the letters delivered to him among the other peons of his 
division according to their beats. . 

36. Is there any map showing the local limits of each divi!lion or beat ?-No; but there 
is a statement of beats prepared by the head inspector, and the peons' attendance book 
shows the division to which each peon is attached. 

37, Does every peon go out with each delivel'y 1-No; a certain number in each division 
go with the first delivery, leaving the rest to follow with the letters of the second delivery. 
The peons of a particular division take the whole of the letters for that division, aOll distri
bute them among themselves in the way they find most convenient. 

38. In what time are the peons of the first deltvery expected to complete their delivery 
and return to the General Post-office 1-Where there are accelerators, they wait for the 
peon!\. retnrning between 1 and 2 P. M.; but they frequently do not bring back the peoDS 
who have the more distant beats, and who are then punished unless they can assign a good 
real'on for the delay. The peons of those beats w.here there al'e no accelerators frequently 
do not return the same day. There is no ordel' requiring the peons to return at any specific 
hour, or to report the time at which they deliver the letters. The insppctors and peons all 
leave the office after the second delivery, and none of the peons live on the premises, as they 
are required to do by an order of the Postmaster-general. 

39. What means are there of knowing whether the letters are delivered punctually or not, 
or whether they are delivered at all ?-There are po means of knowing whether letters are 
delivered punctually or not. The inspectors are required to examine the bags of the peons 
every morning, and if letters remain undelivered, which ought. to have been delivered, the 
peon is I'l'pOl·ted to me. With regard to post-paid letters, there are no means of knowing 
whether they are delivered or not, ullless parties complain; but bearing letters must be 
accounted for. 

40. Have you any complaints against the peons for delay in delivery or loss of letters 1-
Not many; but there are frequent complaints of mistake and misdelivery. The delivery 
clerks keep a record of the number of letters delivered to each jumma peon. The jumma 
peons keep a list of the lettel's received by them, which shows the name of the peon to 
whom they are eventually given for delivery. In this way mistakes are traced to those 
who commit them. The record kept by the clerks is called the delivery book. 

41. What is the remuneration of the peons 1-They receive Rs.8 a month, but one or two 
oft~em get less. They ha!e no other authorise? emoluments, b~t I hav7 no doubt that they 
receive presents from parties to whom they dehver letters, and It occaSIOnally happens that 
excess postage is taken, but whether from accident or design cannot positively be affirmed 
No complaints that I recollect have ever been ,made of theIr demandin<J' preRents, or threat~ 
ening ~o withhol~ 01' delay deliv.ery until such present is given. The pe7>ns greatly prefer the 
beats m th,e_ native town, particularly th~ Burra Baz~r and places wheye Mahajuns and 
Shroff's re.slde. I can .o~ly account for thIS by supposmg that they receive presents from 
these partIes. In,deed It IS currentI ~ reported that the. peons receive from each person a 
fixed. amo.u~t u~on every lette~ del!vered The MahuJuns have never complained of this 
practIce; If It eXists, they submit to It as an arrangement ensuring the pUlIctual delivery of 
theIr letters and banghy parcels. 

42. In what \'espec~s ~o YOI.I consider the' pre~ent system or delivery deficient 1_ 
The l1u~ber of peons IS msufficlent; they are all Ignorant of English, and caDl;lOt read 
an Engh!lh address. The only way they have of distinguishing letters is to catch the name 
of the addressee from the delivery clerk, and write an abbreviation of it in Beno-alee on the 
back of the letter, It would be a great improvement if, as ill England every peon were 
obhge~ to pay to the P?st-office the postage' due on the bearing letters :nade over to him 
for dehvery, and to receIve back the amount on account of those of which the addressee'! 
c~nnot b~ foun~ .. The present ,practice ~f givinl!: the peo,!!! credit causes gre<lt trouble and 
difficulty m rea~lsmg the collections; beSides, when a peon IS ill, and it becomes necessary to 
employ a substitute. the latter must, under the present system, be trusted with the amount 
of postage <?n bearin.g letters given to him for delive\'~, wi.thout security, unless the peon, 
whos~ substitute he I~, chooses t~ become re~po~slble tor him, which they frequently do nl)t 
do. fo peons who give no security, the post-paid letters are generally given fOl' delivery, 
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The cash derosit required ,fr,!m ~ach peon va~es from 50 to 200 rJlpees, ucording to the Ap,P. (D,), No.1. 
~xtell~ of theIr beat; and It IS, dIfficult to obtam the ~ervices of men on &, S ~ montb who 
~a~ ~Ive th~t amo~nt of security; ~he conseque,nce IS, that the peons are all in league, and Evidence. 
It IS nnposslble to mtroduce a man mto ,the s~rvlce who is not one of their own clique.'*' • They are aU 
T,he accelerators first, used ha.ve ,been discontlDued, and were in my opinion too heavy, nor Mussulmans. 
dId t~ey affor~ suffiCIent ,protectIOn from the weather. The description of carriage now 
used IS a cumcle on a pall' of wheel,S, draVlD by two horses; they are not, m my opinion, 
well adapted to the ~urpose for wh.lch they are intended, being too heavy, and not con-
structed so as to admIt of the easy In~!:l'ess and eg.~'ess of the peons; a lio ht omnibus would 
have ~nswe~ed bette~; they do, how~ver, assist the delivery. There is n~ accelerator in the 
d~rectJOn of the l1at~ve town to wlllch the letters ere canied al! the way by peons. If a 
d~ffe~ent class of delIvery officers were employed, 011 somewhat h!g~er safaries, such as the 
~Ill sukars etI!p~oyed by agency houses and tradespeof'le~ and if the beats of each delivering 
~!Irkar were dlstmctly defined, 1 have 11(\ doubt the busmess of the department would be 
conducted in a much more satisfactory manner. 'rhe rule requiring that all mails' arrh'ing 
befole, 9 A. M. should t'e sent out at the first delivery, ought to he invaliably adhered to 
and despatches from the Mofussil should be so regulated as to arrive before that hour. ' 

43 Would it not be an advantageou!l plan for the inspectors to go ahout and mquire 
whether the peons deliver the letters punctually, and commit no abuses 1-Certainly it 
would, and this sho~ Id be the chief duty of the, IDlOpectors. There is a~ order ~hat they are 
!o do so; but as nC? 11lSpectlOn reports are furmshed, 1 conclude that thiS duty IS neglected; 
lD fact, two of the J ns pectors 'are almost always at the office, and the other two drIve the 
accelerators. 

44. Why is the rule l'equiri,ng that all mails received before 9 A. M. shall be sent out on 
the first delivery not invariably complied "iih ?-It sometimes happens that the bulk of the 
mails does not arrive until a little before 9 A. M., and then they cannot be sorted, stamped 
.and delivered in time., , 

22d Jjfay 1850. 

Khetter ;.l1ohun Ballerjea, 91erk in the Revenue Departmeut of' the Accountant's Offiee. 

41>. WHAT is YOUl' duty 1-'-1 am Post-office examiner; my duty is to examine the 
monthly cash accounts of some of the Mofussil Post-offices; there is another examiner, 
named ,Oomeschunder Doss, who ,examines the rest; and he also exarul/leS the accounts of 
the General Post-office. 

46. Describe the process of examination 1-1 first cornpale the cash and inefficient 
balance with that shown in the last month's nccount; also, the balance of postage due on 
bearmg letters, as shown in the memorandum attached to the cash account, and the balance 
of steam postage due either to Her Majesty's Government (lr to the other Presidencies. 1 then 
see whether the amount postage due on bearing letters received during the month, as entered 
in the Rlemorandum, agrees with the abstract registers. The amount of bearing postage on 
forward and returned letters, which is deducted from the demand, 1 do not ch~ck, because 
it is assumed that other Postmasters become liable for it; bllt 1 cannot tell whether they 
bring the amount so deducted on their accounts or not. The amount postage on dead letters 
sent back to the General Post-office, which is also deducted in the memorandum, is then 
compared with the written authority given by the Postmaster-generalm such cases, and the 
realisations are then co~pared with the credit" in the cash account, With which they ougbt 
to agree. The amount postage on post-paid letters and bang,hies is tben compared With the 
abst! act reu istC'rs. After this, the realisations on account of steam postuge are compared 
with the m~morandum of steam postage, and with the abstract registers. The SUII') credited 
in the cash account on account of dawk-bearers is compared with die dawk-bearer's cash 
account, which is sent separately by each Postmastel' to the Ac,:£?untant:s office; it I,S al~o 
compared with the memorandum attached to the cash account. 1 he remittances credited In 

the cl\sh account are checked with the debits in the collector's books by othel' officers, called 
remittance checkers. The payments are then compared with the vouchers appended to the 
cash account, and with the dawk-bearers' account above referred to. 

47. There is some difference between the mode in which the memorandum of bearing 
postage is kept in the General Post-office, and in the Mofussil Post-offices; expl!1in this ~-
In the General Post-office eash account, the gross amount due on the letters received durmg 
the month are enteled on the credit side as a realisation, and such portion of 11 as is ~ot 
collected during the month IS held in inefficient balance. The actual realisations of bearmg 
postage durmg the month are not shown in the cash account" but are only deducted 
in the memorandum, 'I hus, tlle memorandum does not agree WIth the cash account, the 
amount credited In the latter appearing as a demand in the former, and the lI;mount credned 
~n the latter not corresponding with any entry in the former. In the MofusslI cash a<;c0unts 
the actu~t realisations during the month are credited, and the gross amount due, With the 
.balance outstanding, appear only ill the memorannum. 

48. How do YOII- proceed if .any discrepancy is discovered in· the accounts 1-1 draft a 
87. Y Y 4 letter 
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letter to the Postmaster, asking for lin ;xplanation •. which, after being appro'ved by 
Mr. Ferrilll, the head assistant, issues under the signature of Mr. Maples, the assi!!tant 
accountant. 

23d 1J,fo,lj 1850. 

Mr. Joseph Vincent, Head Inspector of the Delivery Peons in t.he General p'ost-office. 

49. Bow long have you held your present situation1-I have been head inspector since 
AlIe.ust 1849. J was appointed an inspector in June 1846, and was promoted. 

f)'0. What is your duty 1-1 have a general control over the .other lDSp~ctOI'S, and over the 
whole establishment of peons, of whom there are 48. 1 ~ave also special charge of three 
divisions of peons. It is my duty to .see that the 'peons are III attendance II;t half-past 8 A. M. 
to receive the lettel's fOI' the first dehvery, and to see that they go Ollt . With the letter·j at 
10 o'clock precisely. I keep ~n attendance book of pe~m.s, in wh~ch the hO!!I' of the 
attendance of each is entered dally, and also a boo~ contalfll~~ the b'lt l); peon, who go 
out with Ihe first delivery. nnd ~ al.o enter the service covel's 111 the peons ~ooks. ~yhen 
the peons return, 1 examine their b~gs, and see w~at letters they hav~ undelivered. J he~e 
letters ar .. then taken to Mr. Starlmg, the su pel'lntendent of the Dead Letter Office, and 
accordinO'to his directions, the letters are either again made ovel' to the peon for delivery, 
or are m:de remaining or forward. The peons who go out with tile fil'st delivery are "equired 
to be back by 1 P. M., and if they fail to ~o so, they are r~pol'ted.. Every day almost SOnle 
of the peons are reported for delay, and If they cannllt give a satlgfactol'Y account of them
selves, they are fined by the Deputy Postmastel·-general. At 3 ,)'clock the in!'pectol's see 
that the peons take out the letters of the second tiel ivery, after which the peons do not return 
to the Pust-officp. until the roext morning. 

51. You I'\tate that there are 48 peons and it appears from a statement furnished by you, 
that each peon has a distinct beat; but it appears that generally not more than 30 peons 
go out with the letters of the first delivery; how are the letters delivered ill the remainmg 
beats 1-ln the first division there are six peons. Four or those go out every day, and the 
jummawall.lh of the day remains in the office, and another peon LO as~ist him in receiving 
and preparing the letters for the second delivery. The letters belonging to the beats of the 
two peons who remain in the office are distributed among fhe o,ther four peons of the division, 
according to an arrangement agreed upon alllong themselves. The jummawallah comes at 
~ o'dock A. M., and receives the letters from the delh'ery clerks, making an entry of each 
letter, with the addless, in a book, and also writing a memorandum of the address ill 
13engalee on the .back of each letter. At half-past 8 the otlier peons come, when he 
gives them the letters, and they sort them among themselves according to the memorandum 
in Bengalee wJitten 011 the back of each letter by the jummawallah. Each peon has a book, 
ill, which he enters the letters made over to him. At half-past 9 the bugle 1'0llnds for the 
peons to get ready, and at a quarter to 10 the bugle sounds again, and the delivery is stopped, 
and the peons who have service and free letters come to the inspectors and have those letters 
entered in a separate book. At five minutes to 10 the peons are sent out, and those who go· 
in the direction of Chowringhee. 01" ill that of Bhowauipoor, Alipoor. Khiddel'p~or alld 
Garden Reach proceed to their beats on the accelerators.' The bearing moonshee keeps a 
record of the bearing letters given to each peon, who has to account for the same. All 
money collected by the peons is paid to the buxee of the :rl'easul'er's department. The 
buxee gets from the bearmg moonshee an account of th~ bearrng; postage due by each ppon, 
and keeps ao account of what they realise daily, and of the balance outstandinO' against 
each peon. This book the inspectors see, and they then examine the peons' bags ~d ~makE' 
them pay what they have collected. A book showing the amount due hy each peon is laid' 
daily befQre the Deputy Postmaster-general, and he passes such orders upon it as he thinks 
proper. If the peon statE'S that parties to whom bearing letters have been delivered have 
not paid ~he postage, the inspectors are sellt to inquir~ into the matter, and to realise the 
postage, If due. \ 

52. Can the peons, who have the more distant beats, 'deliver letters of the first delivery 
and return to the General Post-office in three hours ?-The peons who 0'0 over the river to 
Howl'ab, B.arypo~l' and other places with the first delivery do not retur:': the same day. It 
would be Imposs~ble for the~ to do so. The peons who go to Baug Bazar and Chitpo,!r 
return about half-past 2 an<.t 3 P. M., and those who go to Cossipoor don't returu the 
same day. The peons who go to Alipoor and Khidderpoor return on the accelerator at 
1 P. M., and thepeoll wl~o. ~oes to Garden Reach geoeraUy comes back on foot about 
3 P: M. In the Ho.wrah diVISion there are three peons; two of them go out with the first 
dehvery, ~nd the Jummawallah takes out th~ ~e,cond delivery at 3 P. M., and does not 
return. until the next .day. In the Bengalee dIVISIOn there are six peons; four peons go 
out wlth the first dehvery, two of whom come back before 3 P. M., and, with the other 
tw~ who remain at thl! General Post-office during the day, carry out the letters of the second 
delrvery. 

S3. Is there any map of the beats of the different peons 1-N 0; but 1 know the beats, 
and I suppose a map can be made. 

54. Are complaints against the peons frequent 1-Yes' the public frequently complain to 
the Deputy Postma!!ter-general of the behaviour of the' peons, and he refers the matter to 
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the.inSFectors, w. ho inq.uire intq it. The most frequent causes of complaint are delay in' (D) N 1 
.l d 1. d I ... pp. ., -0. • 
\Jellvery, an mlstRKeS In e Ivery. 1 recollect three or four rases in which complaints have 
l.een made of the peons de~and~ng ~ore postage th~n ~'as properly due. The peons some- Evidence. 
times keep letters Instead of dehvermg them, or brlngmg them back to the Post-office in 
their bags, Several cases have occurred in which the inspectors have gone to the peons' 
ho~~es, ard examined the peons' boxes in theil' presE:nce, when letters have- been found 
\'Ihl('h (lught 10 ~ave been Clelivered. 1'111" Fe caFes ha-ye geI,lerally arisen in consequence of 
the peon no~ bemg able tf' find the addressee, and bemg afraid to produce the undelivered 
let~el' to ~he Impectol·. Such cases are of frequent ('ccun ence; we have fOllnd feveral peons 
d(jll~g tbu,. tbey are reported 10 the Deputy Postmaster-general, and eitbl'f heavily fined or 
~u~pencltd. 
. 05. Do, the peons deliver the letters thfDHelves, Of through other perSOIJS 1-1 hear that 
JD the natl\~ leVin, \'Il~e_n the peons have a long \'Illy to go alld many letters to deliver, they 
scmetmles do not 01'11\ er the lettcrs themselves, but employ other partil's to do it for them, 
pllywg tl:em H,methillg lor their tlouble. All the peons lecl'ive Rs. 8 a month, e}.cept three, 
1\1 () 1)1' \'I h( Dl get Rs. 7. 5. 4. a Dlonth, ard one Rs.7 a, month. 
• ;'6: Have)( u any reason to Euppose tl at the peons demand or receive money in excess 
of tbe Fo!'te~e Oil lettels 1-Yes; I ain given to underE-tand that on native lettel s the peons 
get t\l 0 pil e for eat h letter they deliver, and this is given to them willingly by the addressees. 
1 nn!'r heard any cOlJlplaints Oil the ~ubject; the natives rileem to regard It as a fair payment 
to the peon fill' his trouLle. 1he peolls get nOlhirg uplln En{l.lish lettels, but 1 believe 
gentlfmen make them presents (,ccasiona)]y. The peons are proh,bite.d from taking money 
from any person, but as no one complains against the practice, it IS not put a btoR to. There 
,":as an Older issued in 1846, di,ecting the peons not to take money, but no attempt has 
~lIJce been made to prevent them. 

57. Do the peons preft'r the n~tive town to that part of it in which En\!lish residents 
live 7-Ytj;, they do; when there is a va('ancy in any of the beal!' in the native town, there 
is gl eat comFetltion for it; but we have great diffjculty in fil1l1lg up a vacant beat in Chow
ringJ,ee, or an) ",here" here there are only mercantile houses, or the residences of English 
gentlemen. 

li8. From what classes of natives do the peons ret eive the douceur of two pice pel' letter? 
-From Hindus, Mussulmanril, Panees, Jews Ilnd SUell persons; not from Portuguel'e or 
Earilt Indians. They take the douc!'ur from 'every native who ('an give it, but they cannot 
withhold the lettel S; they must deliver the letter>: whether the douceur is paid or not. 
Bearing lettels they must either deliver VI' account for the postage due on them; but we 
have no JI)eans of knowirg "hether the peons deltver post-paid letters or not, unless the 
parties complain. ' 

59. Do YOIl evel' go round the beats of the peons of the divisions under you 1-Yes; wI ell 
we have no mquiries to ma~e at the Genelal Post-office, we go round to see that the peons 
ale delivering their letters, al;d are not passing theIr time idly. We do not make genl'ral 
itlqullies as to "hether people receive tbeir letters punctually, or whether they have any 
complaints to make against the peaLs; we ouly inquile into specific complaints brought by 
partlfs against the pec,ns for dela), or misdelivery. 

60. 'W ho is tbe impector of tbe Bengalee or fourth division 1-Mr. Morris, the second 
inspector, who al~o has the Howlah divi8ion. He is a foo~ in~pector, and is employed 
chIefly in making inquiries into complaints brought against the peons, and in tbe miFcel
lanecus duties of tl:e department at the General Post- office., The other two inspectors drive 
the accelerators,' and when they leturn at 1 P. M. every day, they make ~uch inquiries 
into the conduct of the peons of their divisions as may ari~e. Thel'e inspectors do not go 
the rounds of their divisions; they only drive the accelerators, dropping and pi4iug up the 
peons at their sevel~al beats, and remaming during the delivery of the letters, one near the 
bl,lrial-!?Iound, at the end of Pat k~!'treet, and the other at the Brijt-etalao. 

61. What is your salalY and that of the other inspectors ?-My salary is Rs.47, the 
sl'colld inspector's il! Rs. 24, the third, Rs.23, and the fourth, Rs. 21. 'We get no other 
emoluments whatever. 

25th M oy 1850. 

Mr. John Thomas. 

62. WHAT situation do you liold in the <?enera~ pos.t-o~ce?-:-I am at. the head of the 
Lettm'Mail Receipt Department. Myo!ficlal deSIgnatIOn IS mall opener. 

63. W11at is your duty?-My duty IS to atten~ every day at the Gener~l Post-officI' at 
4 A.M., to open the mails tha~ have been recei~ed SlDce 2.30 P.M. of the prevIous day. The 
Jemadar on duty opens the wallets as they arrive at the General Post-office. He then ta.kes 
cut tbe packets aud compares them with the packet chell!ins. He then puts the packet~ mto 
a cheat kept for the pUI'pose, and keeps the chellans by Inm. If there should be. any dIscre
pancy between the number of packets an,d th.e chellan, th~'jemadar report~ the clrcum~tance 
to nle on'my anival. He \lould report the clrcu~ls~ance In my absen~e eIther to the Sup~r
intendent or to the Deputy Postmaster-general, If either ofthenl ~as ~n office, but otherWise 
be would not report it till 1 arrived at the Post-office at 4 A.M. He Jemadar on duty keeps 
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a memorandum 'book of mails opened 'by hi~; i~ i~ in.'Bengalee, It gIVes the name 
01' the post, the name of the runner, the descrJptl~m of the wallet, and -the, hour of 
arrival. There are seven jemadars, and they take the duty by turns. On my arrIval, the 
jemadar opens the chest and takes out the packets before me. He then opens the wax
cloih wrappers of the packets and lays the packets on my !able. I, then open the, paper 
packets and take out the contents; I then sort the ~ont~nts mto Set~lce, free, pJst-PaI?, and 
bearina' anll 'compare 'them with ,the chell an whICh IS enclosed 10 each packet; If the 
t!helIa;~grees'with the contents, I note on the ,back ~f t~e ~hellan the date nnd hour of 
arrival, and the contents of the packet; and thIs notmg IS s,lgned both by me and the 
jemadal'. As the packets are opened, the jemadar notes the stat!on from whence each c.omes, 
the date of despatch, and the date of opening, in books kept ,for the purpose, accotdmg to 
dIvisions; these are called station'books, and the use of them IS to see that the,number and 
uate of 'the several packe~s agree with the packet chellan; the chellan and the contents of 

,the packet are then nelivel'ed by ~e to 8: pe~n, who puts u1?on the covert:; the ~. M .. stamp, 
'and places the whole on the'bearmg register s table. The JeOladar. also keeps a register of 
Kedgeree reports received daily, which he fills up as the pa~ke~ IS opened; and he also 
keeps a general tabular register -of mails received, fr?l11 whIch It can be.se;n at a glance 
whether all the mails of any particular d~te have ~rnved qr 1I0t. At pnnclpal statIons a 
packet is made up every day, but at suborrllDa~ statIOns, packets a~'e only'm~de up when 
'there are letters to send. A.mail report book IS also kept by the Jemadar, showmg the 
mails received every day at the General Post-office; this he pl'epares, in, Bengalee from his 
'other registers. after' all the malls for the day have been opened; and It IS translated by an 
En<Tlish writer in the department, and submitted daily ·to the Postmaster-gpneraJ. The 
,peo~ who stamps the letters after the packet i~ opened keeps ,no register, but l1e als~ attests 
the correctness of the chellan on the back of It. As the packets are opened, the Jellladar 
ties up all bearing letters in a bundle, and upon these the peon does 110t put the A. 'M. 

sta~:. What assistance do'you' receive on opf'riing the mails' ?-=-Besides the jemadars, of 
whom there are two on duty every day, there-are thrt'e other assistants who aid in ppening 
thp. mails, and who are also delivery clerks; one of these comes at 5 A. lIf" another at 6, 
and'th .. third.at ~ past 9. 'I remain, at office every day from 4 A. M. to 3 P.M., except on 
Sundays, when 1 ~o away at 1\.1.30 A. M. , 

65. Have you any other duties to'perform hesi<1es opening the mails 1-Yes; I p\'~pa\'e 
a daily abstract of the registers. which will be more particulaliy,mentioned presently; and 
I aS~lst in making' reports called for by,the Postmaster~gelleral or Deputy Postmaster
general; and at'times of press of' business, especially on,the arrival of-the moothly steamer 
from Suez, I assist in delivering the letters to the peons. 

(i6. 1)0 you 'k£ep.allY registel' or memorandum of nlail" opened:1-No; the jemadar 
keeps them; I merely ~ftify"the contents Of each chellan on. the' back of it. 

67. ,What is the process after the chellans and'letters have been placed by the peon 011 the 
beal'ing ree,ister's taole ?-The bearing register compares the bl'aring letters with the entry 
on the'back of the chelIan, and if the number is conect, lIe makes the bearing letters over 
to the checkman, who.sees whether the postage is corr~ct With reference to the weight of 
each letter; each bearing cover is weighed by-the eheckuuID in a pair of scales; if the 
checkman finds all correct, he puts the A. M. stamp upon ali-the l,etters and returns them to 
ihe re~ister; if the address Dr the letters is in English, the register enters them himself 
without assistance; and if it is in Beugalf'e, the checkman reads 0 it to the register', The 
bearin!! register' books contain the 'addrr-ss, weight and post~ge of each letter; the. bearing 
register then makes over the letters .to the bearing moonshee, who .also has a book in which 
he enters tohe number ,of' letters of each weight deliveled to him, alld )Vhich he then com
pares with the register; the bearing moonshee then ties up'the letters in a bundle and gives 
them to a checkman, who places them on a delivery table. • • 

After'the bearing rf'gister' has taken o,ut the bearing letters, and compared them tl ith the 
chelJalJ, he puts hiS initials to the item of bearing letters at the back of the chellan, and 
makes it over, with the rest of its contents, to the post-paid register; the sort.ers attached to 
the register then separate the post-paid from the free letters, alid, after "eig-hing each post
paid letter, to see that the postage marked on each letter is sufficient, delivers them aU to 
the register; the register writes down in a book the address of each letter, and .the weiO'bt; 
und if the tntal Dumber of post-paid letters a"rees ,with the entry at the back or the 
chellan, he puts his initials to the entry, and mak~s over the cheJIan, with the post-paid and 
fi ee letters, to the service regibter; the service register then, with the assistance of t\\ 0 sorter~. 
l'eE'S that the number a?d weight of service letters agree with the entry in the chellan, and' 
III the post-marks; and, after regi<;tering them, he llke\\ise put!! his initials to the entry on 
the back of the cheilan, and throws the whole on the ground; ,a chQkey peon then picks 
them up, ~ounts the letters, ,!le,l'vi~e, free and post-~aid, compares; them with the chellan, 
attests their correctness ~y hls,Inltlals on the back of.lt} and places the whole on the delivery 
tabl.e; there are two ,dehvery tabl~l', but, only one IS' use~, unless thel'e is a ~l'eat press of 
busmess. At the delivery tables SIt a delivery derk and a Jemadar; and nine jummawallah 
peons si~ upon the table in a .semicircle; the chellans with t.heir contents are handed one by one 
byt~e Jemadar, to ~he dehverY,clerk"who notes down In the delIvery bouk the number of 
,erVlce, post-paul, tree and bearmg covers, and the number of each kind delivered to each 
jumma~allah peon; t~us, for instan~e, the Dac,~~ chell~n of the 21st May 18aO (!ontains 
12 Sp.rvlce, 61 post-paid, and 24 bearmg covers. 1 he dehvery clerk first calls for 12 service 
letters; these are handed to him by the jemadar. and he dellver:- them to the jummawallah 
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peans, and. writes down in his r~gister the ~umbe~ given to ellcn peon; then he caJk out for 
61 post,pald lettel S ;' these are ~lyell by the J~~adar and, delivered in-like manner; but If the 
letters have-!lr ~engaJee 01' Per~lan addres!l,. IllS read. by. ~he jemadar. otht>twise the deliveq 
clerk reads the addresses; then he 6aJJS for the 24- bearmg coyeIS" and. the jemadar. takes 
thenl from the hl"ap where t,bey had. been. previously. deposited by the bearing moonshee 
check.m~n •. 

68'. Ho~ dnes t);t" df'liv~ry clerk ~now to which peon to deliver the letter; 1-He knows 
all the delIvery peons who SIt round· hInt, and tbe IItreets compril:led ill their several divisions 
and he knowlt the I'esidenee!l- of aJl the Europe.in rl'sidentl' of Gilcutta. ' 

69. Bow n.any.denvery clerks ate thel'e'?-There a11l- three', and I sometimeussist them-. 
. 70. Do you kliol!' what peon ~o giv?, 3; letter to as soon as you read the address 1-Yes) 
Instantly. It sometimes occurs that 1 don t know a gentleman to whom a letter is addressed. 
such a letter J P&t by at the time, and afterwards endeavour to make out the addresses 0; 
find out \\ herE' the addressee lives. - , 

71. How long does it take to deliver letters to the peons1~Aoont 200 letters may-be 
.dE'livered in a quarter of an hOIlI"; the delivery itself would not take nearly so much time 
but the delay is occasioned by llaving to write down in the delIvery register the numbers of 
each kind of letter in every packer, and the number delivered to ea.ch peon. 

72. Up to what hour do the opelations.abo.ve described continue 1-For the first delivery 
IlP to 9 A. M. It commences again fol' the seconddelivery at ~ past 10, and eontinues untIl 
2 P.M. 

73. Are expres<;es opened wheneveJ! they arriye at the General Post-office 1-Yes, at. any 
hoor, night or day. There is a chokey peon and a-jE::madar always in attendance for the 
purpose. It is immediately taken t(} the Deputy Postmaster-gent"ral, who opens it, and, 
after examining and comparing the contents, send~ them out to their destination oy the 
chokey peons. 

74. Do you not also keep a mail opening book ?-Yes, I keep a boolr~ showing the 
number of mails opened and sent out by tile first and second delivery each day. This book 
is inspected and signed daiJy by the Depufy Postmaster-general. 

75. There is a IUle of the Post-office requiring tltat the contents of all' mails re.ceilled tip 
to 9 A. M. shall b~ sent out by: the first delivery; is this rule strictly observed 1-Yes, as 
far as possible; but. it sometimes happens that several mails come in late, that is, betwcen 
Sand 9 A. M., and then some of them are unavoidably kept back tii! the second delivery. 

76. How long does it take to carry the letters of one mail through the process of receipt 
from the time tbe packet is first opened, until tIle la~t letter is given to the delivery peons1-
This depends UpOD. the number or mails opening at the same time; but if one mail on Iy were 
to be received at a particular hour wben al1 hands were in attendance, and all other business 
had beeD disposed. of, the process would take about a quarter of an hour. 

77. If, in. opening a packet, the chellan should be ,founrl not to agree with the contents, 
what course do you take 1-1 put'that mail by, in order to examme it more carefully when 
the rest of the mails are opened. I then examinE' it, and if there still appears a mistake, I 
note it on the back of the chellan, and desirc the delivery elel k to return the chenan to me 
after the letters have been delivered. I then make a report of the circumstance to the 
Deputy Postmaster-general" who inquires into it as he thinks proper. 

7S. I observe from the mail report book that occasionally mails arrivin~ as early as 
7 A: M. are not sent out by the first delivery; how do you explain this 1-Th€' cause of it 
is the great number of tIlalls whic~ had to be ope~ed .and .could no~ be got through in tIme. 
OIl some occasions two heavy malls from the same dIrectIOn come 1Il on the same day. 

79. When the Deputy Postmaster-general inspects the mail report book, does he ever 
pass any orders on it 1-Yes; if there is delay in delivering the mails, he caUs for an expla
nation." 

so. 1 observe In the Dacca chellan of the 21st May 1S50 that there is one Europe letter; 
how are letters of thIS kind disposed of?-W hen the mail is opened, Europe letters, and all 
ship and forward letters pot for delivery III Calcutta, are. made ?ver to the Forward Depart
ment. They do not go to the legisters of the Letter Mall ReceIpt Department. 

81. Have you any thing to do with the banghies ?-No; they belong to a separate 
department., . 

82 On thEl arrival of overland or steamer mails from Europe, are you reqlllfed to assist?
Yes, . all the mail openers ~nd' delivei y clerks of the Letter Mail Receipt Department are 
required to assist in the delivery of overland and s.teamer letters to the peons: . 

83. I s the delivery of Europe letters conducted In .the same \\ ay as the delivery of mh~nd 
letters 1-N 0; all the peons ar~ in attenda~ce and SIt on the rround. In respect to be~rll1g 
letters the bearing moonshee bl1ngs the dehvery.clerk a bundle of them, and as the delivery 
c1el k distributes them to the peons, the moonshee takes a memorandum of the numbers 
of the peons ·to whom they are de~ivered. Of post-paid an~ tree letters and newspaP.E'fS 
no account is taken. After the delIvery each peon has to give an account to the beanng 
moonshee of the bearing letters in his ~osses5ion, .and the moonshee compares each account 
with his own. The moonshee keeps hls accoullt In Bengale7· ... 

84. How do you know to what peon to deliver the ~etters1~The peons of each dIVISIOn 
"it tooether. The dchvelY clerks know whele the reSIdents live, and as they throw each 
letter"'to its proper division, they call out the na.me of the addressee. The peons. general!y 
know the residence of every perso~ who re~elve.s letters by the. overland mall, but lD 

every case of doubt the peons inqUire the dllectlOn from th~ dellverl clerk, and make a 
note of it on the back. of the letter. 
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85. Do the books and registers of your dep!1rtment enB:ble y?U to give .particulars 
regarding every letter received by ~he inland mall for ally given bme ~-Certa~nly, so far 
back as the records extend; but the old, records are ~estroyed from time to time, and I 
believe there are not more than five years records now In the office.. . 

86. Do you consider that the business of your department. could be In any way SllD
plified, so as to ad'!lit of gl·e.a~er expe~ition ?-No, bllt the b~s~ness could be got. through 
more expeditiously If an additional delivery clerk, aud two more Jemadars were employed. 

87. Are the hands in your department all effiCient 1-Yes. . , 
88. If they neglect their duty or miscondu~t themselves, whose duty 1i1lt to report them? 

-It is my duty; I report them to the supermtengent, and he to the D!,!puty Postmaster-
general. 

89. Have you frequent occ.asion to report any of them un favourably 1-Very se!dom; they 
,understand their business and attend to it. . 

90. How long have you been in the General Post-office 1-Almost 22 year~ .• 1 was first 
employed as a register on Rs.16 a month, and h~ve risen to my present situatIOn. 

27th May 1850. 

Mr. M. Simeon. 

91. WHAT situation do you hold 1-1 am manager of the Outward Inland Letter Mail 
Department or Letter Mail Despatch Department. I have held the situation since 1845. 
I have been in the General Post-office fol' seven years, having first been examiner in the 
Correspondence Departmen t. 

92. Describe the routine (If business in your department 1-The General Post-office is 
open for the receipt of letters from 10 A. M. to 6 P. M., except on Sundays, when it does 
not open until 4 P. M. Besides the General Post-office there are six receiving-houses: 

1. Park-street. 
2. Jorasanko. 
3. Baugbazar. 

4. Bhowanypore. 
5, Boitakhanna. 
6. Kidderpore. 

These receiving-houses are open from 11 A. M. to 4 P. M. daily, Sundays included. They 
are in charge ,of native receivers, who are appointed b.y -the Postmaster-general at the 
recoplmendation of the treasurer,' who is responsible for them, as well as he is fOI' the 
receivel;8 of the Generdl Post-office. The 'receivers at the receiving-houses are frequently 
irregular in their attendance, and complaints of this have been sometimes made to the 
Deputy Postmaster-general. Each receiver has a locked box with Ii slit in the lid, so that 
when letters are once put in, they cannot be taken out again, except at the General Post
office, where the key is kept. Before placin~ the letter in the box, the chokey receivers 
weigh each letter, stamp it as post-paid, ~earmg or service, as the case may be, write the 
amount of postage on the stamp and in the sender's dawk receipt book, and enter the 
particulars in the chokey list. At 4 P. M. every day, these boxes are sent t~ the General 
Post-office; they are then opened, one at a time, by two officers called ~hokey registers, 
who, sort the letters into seven divisions, according to the arrangement of the department, 
and the letters of each division into post.-paid, bearing and service. With the letters sent 
by each receiver comes a list or register of the letters sent, divided into bearing, post-paid 
~nd service, and giving the address, weight and pOl'ltage of each cover. The chokev 
l'egisters at the General Post-office, after sorting the letters sent from the receivinO'-hou-;es 
ia the manner above described, enter them in an abstract book, of which thel'e "l.are six, 
one corresponding to each receiving-ho)lse. The letters are then delivered to the examiner" 
of the several divisions, who acknowledge the receipt of them by signing their initials 111 the 
abstract book. . 

92i. How many divisions are there 1-There al'e seven divisions: 

1. Barrackport'. 5. Cawnpore. 
2. Berhampol'e. ~. Madras and Dombay. 
3. Benares. 7. Dacca. 
4, Mirzapore. 

93. Ho,,: are . letters received at the General ,Post-office 1-There are seven windows, 
corl'espondmg With the number of the. divisions. At each. of these a receiver sits fro'" 
4 A. lIf. to 6 P. lIf. ~~0!D 10 A. lIf. to 3. P. M., only one. receiver iii in attendanc~ to f!'('elve 
letters for all the (hvlslons. The receivers take it by turns to do this. Letters rel'eiveli 
before 3 P. M. are called ~daily or mornin'" letters. After 3 P. M. each receiver hke,; the 
!ett~I's of hiS' own division. T?e receivt'r in t:>attendance during the day keeps a memot'and um 
m hiS book of all letters received by him. These he sorts into seven heaps, six of which 
are m~de o,:er to the other receivers a'S tht'y arrive; and they p.nter the particulus of c<ll~h 
letter m their own books before they begin to receive letters at the windows. The num()(!r 
of letters received before '3 P. III. is c'lmparatively very small, generally about 100 etlch Jay. 
~n Saturday~ there are g.ellerally a few mote letters, chiefly native. The receivers P"c11 
Keep a book 10 B~llgalee, In which they entel', in short, the station to which each letter i~ 
addressed, ~he weight, and the postage, if post-paid. Of bearing letters only the Iltation 
and the weight are entel'ed. The samt; particulars are noted on the ba<:k of eac)) letter, 
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and in the ,,.e~eipt delivered to the person posting the letter. On the receipt is also placed 
a stamp bearmg the letters G. P. O. Service letters are not taken by the receivers. They 
are received by the manager, that is, by me. The receivers do not sort the letters except 
i~to paid and ~e~r,ing; but t~ey make them over t,o the checkmen, of whom there are five 
tor the seven divIsIOns. Besides these seven lecelvers, there are two receivers fOl' news
papers and gazettes, and printed papers, and there is also a head receivel', who is employed 
.during th~ d~~ from 11 A. M. to 4 P. M, in .receiving banghy paid parcels. The gazettes 
posled by mdlVlduals are taken by one receiver. and the press gazettes by the other, until 
4 P. M., when bo'h receive press gazettes until 5.15 P. M., when the othce is closed for 
gazettes. The gazettes po~ted by individuals are made over at 4 P. M. to the head receiver, 
who continues receiving them until 5! P. M., as well as the agency letters, which are received, 
like othetletters, until 6 P. M. 

The registers and check men come to the office about 4 1'. M.; and the latter then take 
from the I.eceivers the letters which have accumulated up to that time, giving an acknow
ledgment of the same to e.ach receiver. They then see that the am.ount charged on each 
,post-paid letter is cOrl:ect with reference to its weight, which the checkman ascertains in 
each inRtance by the scales, and if the charge is incorrect, the letter is immediately brouO'ht 
to me. If the letter is overcharged, the a,mount surcharged i~ deposited in the tl'easur; to 
meet any claim that may be made for it, and, if under!!harged, the letter iR entered in the 
chec~mal\'s book in my presence for the full weight, and the receiver has to account for 
tbe postage so entered. 

94. Du you keep any note or memorandum· of letters surcharged and undercharged?
No; but I keep the circumstance in my recollection, and a~ the end of the day I examine 
the register books to see that the entry has been properly made, and, in the case of sur
charge, I satisfy myself the next day, by inqUiring of the receiver, whether he has made 
the surcharge deposit in the treasury or not. 

95. D? you comul1:lDicate to the treasurer all cases of surcharge which are brought to 
your notice 1-No. 

96. Then, practically, it rests with the receiver to account to the treasur~r for all sur
charges or not, as he pleases 1-Yes; thel'e is no proper check over them; but surcharges 
are rarely made, and when they do happen, the amount is generally reclaImed, The receivers 
are RO particulal' in accountmg for all the money paid to them, that, on discovering an 
excess amount in .their hands, they frequently come to me, and ask me to count and examine 
the lettels to see where the mistake has been made, and to whom the overpayment is due. 
If the origin of the mistake is discovered, the excess is refunded to the sender of the lettel', 
his dawk receipt book being corrected in my presence when next presented at the office, 
and if not, the excess is credited to Government, 

97. What is done with the letters after they have been examined by the check men 1-
"The checkmen keep a Bengalee register of the letters, just lIke those kept by the receivers; 
and as each letter IS examined, it is handed over to the jemadars in attendance. who affix 
the black or red stamp according as the letter is bearing or post-paid. The jemadars then 
return the letters ·stamped to the cht't:kmen, and they then make them over to the sortel' 
sirkars, of wlTom therE' are seven employed in sorting the post-paid and bearing lettel's 
according to divisions. 

98. You say there are only five checkmen; how.do they arrange among themselves for 
-di!'posillg of the letters of the Reven divisions 1-Che.ckman No.1 checks the letters of 
rlivisions Nos. 1 aud 2; and check man No.2 checks the letters of diVIsions Nos. 3 and 4 ; 
and the other checkmen have each a division. Formerly, I am told, the letters of 
divisions 1 and 2 were not more t.han !'ufficient to give employment to one checkman, 
but they have now increased so much that one man gets through them with difficulty, 
'lind the registers. frequently complain that they cannot get the letters from the check
man in time. The same remark applies to the case of checkman No.2, who checks 
the letters of the Benares and Mirzapore divisions. An additional checkman is also requlI'ed 
for diVIsion No.5, in consequence of the great increast' III the number of lettel's fOI' the 
North-westErn Provinces since the annexation of the Punjab. I olso wish to mention that 
it has been necessary to obtain the services of one of the receivers of the Ship and Steam 
Department to receive the bearing letters of thIS division, whenever he can be span·d trom 

,his own work. 
99. What is done with the letters after they pass into the hanlls of the sorter sirkars,?

The sorters sit oppo~ite to their respective registers at the table, and sort the lett~ .. s Into 
.different stations of their own divisions. They then take the letters of each station alld 
hand them to the registers, by whom thElY are entered in the register hook. Th.ere IS oilly 
one regIster book f~r each ~hyjsion. It contai~s two:> .c?lumns, one for post-prud an,d one 
for bearing letters. rhe reglster books .of two ~t the dlvls~ons, NOli. a and ,6~ ~re ~ubd,vl~ed 
into two. One of the books of No.5 IS kept by the regIster of No.4 dlvlslon 10 addltlOn 
to his own. The books of the two subdiviSIOns of No.6 were, untIl recently, kept by two 
registers' but'one of them has been withdrawn for other servicE', and one man lias now to 
keep the'rcD'isters of both subdivisions; this caijses delay, which can only be obviated by 
the employ~ent of two additional registers. The addresses of Engli~h letters are read" and 
.entered in' the book by the register; the address of Bengalee lett~rs IS entered at the dicta
tIOn of the sorter; and Nagr(>e and Persian letters are entered without address, but IIll'rely 
as such witll the weioht aud postage of each. 

100. 'Are law-pape~s. &c. enteled i,n these letter registe~s ?-Yes, law-p~pels, &c. are, 
entered in the letter register!', and rerelved by the letter receivers i the only difference hlllg 
.that they are charged With a diflel'ent rate at postag;. 

ts7. Z Z 3 101. WLat 

App. (D.), No.1. 

Evidence. 



Appl (V:'), No. I. 

Evidence. 

PAPERS RELATING TO'THE. 

10}. Wha; is done \vith'the letters after they are registered ? ...... The registers mak,e'them 
th " "'110 corne and, take tUem away by degrees as they accumlllate on the 

over to e exammers,' YO , c 11 h I 1.t tl t k ' , 't hI Th e"aml'neTs give the terristerS' a receIpt! .or ate e ers ley a'Co In rerrlster s au e,' eel d f h ' 't ' th 
this manner. Those receipts'are entered in a book, and ~t t Ie en o. ,t e ~egls ratlo~ ey 

d 'tl the l'lsts "'f tIle check men to see that: the totals agree" If there IS any are compare WI 1 " ' ", "1' dId 'I h 
d' 't' , ~ edl'ately brought to md notlCe,. and the lIIal IS e aye ,untl t e cause Iscrepancy, I IS Im .. 1 J h h h hI' \>' f 
of it is discovered. It sometimes happens that I, ha~e to go t roug t e- w 0 e,le~ister 0 a 
d ' "t t' 'n the orl'rrl'n' of' a mIstake ofi thiS k,md ~ I have known the mall delayed, an IVISiOn 0 aseer al <> - h ' ,,. I I 
h ' ce of a ml'~taka 1"1 "ivision No.1.. T 6- exammers taKe away t Ie etters our In consequen ", ~,C< U , " db' . h 
in' bundles unsorted as to destlOatlOn~ bUll separated- mto postJ-p'a.lti ~n' earmg} t I! exa-
miners then sort! the letters according to'statlQl1s,. and! pUC them In pl~on-holes" and. ,,:H.en 
the registration is finished, the examiners enter the letter,S thus, sor~ed In aili abstr9ct ~egl~r 
k Ii for the purpose 'and in the despatch. papers; oil which there IS ona for each dtvlslon, 
e:~ept for NoS'., 5 a~d 6, which have be~n subdivided' i,nto ~W? each. From the des~atch 
papers are prepared· the chellans to go With each packet; thIS IS also ,done by the ex~mmers. 
Tlu!re are 20 examiners em'ployed on this duty; they are other",!,lse employed IU! other 
departmeHts during; the day, and att~n9 in tha despatch departments only fro~ 4 p. M," ' 

. 102. Thl'ougn what procesS' do th~ gazettes' gO' after receipt a~ the' General Post-offie,t11-
Gazettes posted by iWdi-vidua'l& are n'ul.d~' ovel' to the ~ead recelv.er by the' gazette re~elte~!I, 
and, by him' to the c"eckmea; after whlelr they are' dlspo~ed, of In the san'l1nnanl'let' as. the 
letters. There is_ one register for'aU gazette~ posted, by mdlv~dualS'., Oit, some, oc~aslot\S, 
especially on' forward-nights tllere is great dlfficultj 10- preparlDg tIus l't'gtstel" In time' for 
the usual hour of despatch; 'and the mailS' ure delayed in c~nseq'U~~c~. TIle prl'ss, gazettes 
la'e brought to the receivers, ~nd stamped and sorted l~t.O dIVlSIO~S by ,t~t! Jemadats 
in attendance; they are n.of registered', fmt they are enterelf m, what l,S called the press
book, which shows nothmg but the number of bell:ring and ,post paid gazettes sent: Co 
eacn station' and the a'mount' postage oli those W~l1ch' are paid. The press gazptteel only 
include new;papel's from the principal presses; the, minor pap~rs are entered in the gazet.te 
reO'ister book, as if posted by ihdividuals. Affel' be'lng st:ttrrped, the press gazettes are faken 
a:ay by the examiners, a:nd s?rted for' despateh ,~, the man:n~l' already' descri~ed. T~e 
postage on press O'azettes IS paId to No.7 lettel' recelvet, who seeS'tIte number of post-paid 
gazettes entered i~ the press da:wk receipt book, and' CODlpatml the amount paid with t11e 
amount due. The gazette receivel' w€'ighs ea:cb gazette, and' pu:ts down the proper amount 
of postage< in the dawk book; 1\0 that the I'eceiver No.7 has O(j difficulty ill ascertaining 
what is' due. In the case of gazette'S bearing postage, the' name of the sender is entered" in 
order that th'e postage may be recovered from .liim' if not paid by the- addressee. 

103, After the sorting is complete, and the chellans are all nllec1, what is then dOBe 1-
The ellaminers, after co'mparing the chellans willi the despatch paJilers, make up the paper 
packets for eaerl station. The chenan is Signed both by tIle examiner, who fills it up, and by 
the one who makes up ttle pacht; 'the examiner who makes up each packet affixes to it 
With sealing-,wax the printed ticket, beal'ing the name of (he station for w,hich it is intended, 
and throws it to the jemadars; the jeroad'ars and packermen (who ate mostlJ dawk runners) 
then wrap up the paper' packets in cloth 01' Wale-cloth, according to the season, and seal 
them; the jeroadars then put the packets upon the despatching bible of each division for 
the mail despatcher to despatch them: 'fhe desp)ltchers are Christian assistants from the 
several departments, whQ attend oj turn f0r the purpose, The crespatclier makes over the 
packets to chumars, who are in attendance, and who, in his pre'!ence and in the presence of 
the jellladals, fie them up in nags, which are then sealed for aespatcfl. A wooden ticket is 
attached to each bag, the name of fbe station being wrItten on the ticket ill English, Beno-alee 
and Persian; the bags are then weighed in the presence of the sorter sirkar, one of :horn 
~ttends each night ,fo.l' the purpose; he writes down th~ weight in Bengalee on a piece of 
paper, from which It IS entered by, the mall despatcher 111 the de!!patch book; the mails are 
then' made over to the contradors agents or to the runners, as the case may be. 

104, What process do the service letters I!O through after being received by you 1~All 
serVice letters are received by me up to 4 p. M., or, ill my absence, by the record-keepet of 
the General Post-office, 01' by one of the examiners of No.1 division to whom I hate 
taug,ht the frankmg rules; it is very seldom that I am absent. After 4 ~. M. I am assisted 
by the head seryice-register, who cO~les ~t that time and site; opposite to me; those which 
a~eumulate durmg the day are depOSited III an.open box, and are given at 4 P. M. to a sorter
Slfkar, who the~ attend,S. The box in which these, letters are deposited ought, in my ('pinion, 
to be locked, wlt,h a sl,lt, a,t the top for the receptIOIl of the service-covers; the sorter sirkar 
sorts the COVE-rs 1I1to (hVISIOns, weIghs them, marks the weight on the covers, and then !rives 
them over t~ the regi,ter, of each division., There ,are, six se"~ice-I'egisters, who attend ~very 
day and reglstel',the serVice-letters accordmg to dIvIsIons; the covers are then returned to 
the sorter sll'kar, ,who !'tamps them and deliv,ers t~em to the examiners, taking a receipt for 
them. The servIce ~ress gazettes are J'ecel~ed In the same manner a9 the other pres.; 
gazettes, and en,tered In. the press-book. Service gazettes posted by individuals are received 
~y roe, and reO'lstel'ed 111 a separate book j these al'e very few in number not exceedin'" 20 
III any day, ,and seldom S? many. The service register contains the nam: of the sender; the 

.. address, weIght and nommal postage of each cover. 

,105. How are f~rward-letters, received from the Inland Receipt ltnJ' Ship Departm~nt,' 
dIsposed o~1-The mlan~ forward-Ie,tters and packets are ~ade over by the jemadars to the 
fOfward.-wrlters, 'Yho register them In seven books, accordmg to divisions, and make them 
over to the examiners for despatch; they are put up in the packets addres'sed to the sallle 
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place, ~rom the General Post-office; ship-letters 'and packets are tl'eated iQ, the same \\ay; App. (D.), No. '1. 
remammg o~ returned l~tters are al,so p!l,ssed through the forward-writers in like manp.er. 
l have n<,>thmg to do wIth postage chal'geable on forward-letters, nor do I ever see them; 'Evidence. 
the examme!s, however, are expected to correc,t any mistakes in the postage of such letters, 
as they are In the ca!o"e of letters received at the General Post-(}ffice. 
, 106. Wha~ other books and registers are ~ept in your department besides those you have 
already mentIoned ?-An abstract of bearing-postage is prepared daily in the Accountant's 
Department, al'd the amount due on the cOlltents of each day's packet is entered in the 
chellan of the suoceeding day. • • 

107. How do the rec~iving sirkars ~~coun~ for the postage on po~t-paid letters 1-They 
send the .amount of theIr dally colleC~lOns With a chellan every evenmg into the treasury, 
~here It IS kept separately locked up IU a chest under the charge of.a military guard. ~ext 
day the a,ccoul1~a\lt compares th~se chl:'llans, w.ith the reg;isters, and adjusts the lJ,ccount of 
each l'ec~lver i, If there be any dl,scl'epancy, It IS the busmess of' the Accountant's Depart· 
ment to investigate the cause of It. The receivers are engaged every day in adjusting their 
accounts until 3 P. M., when the businpss of receipt again commences. 
. 108. Have Y~,u any, su,ggestioll to make o,yith a view to dp~dite the bu~ine.s of YO\1r 
department 1-lhe prUlclpal cause of delay IS the want of suffiCIent room. Chere are two 
halls, in which nearly 100 men are employed, and 'various processes are going on at the 
ilame time; two hours usually elapse petween the closing of the office and the despatch of 
the mails. If there were sufficient'room, and if the establishment were strengthened in the 
manner I have alJeady mentioned, aI)d if a better kind of' scales were introduced, such as 
they have at the Mint, 'I 'thipk I could undertake to despatch the mails in the course of an 
h(lur from the time at which the office closes. 'If' I were reheved from the duty of receiving 
service-letters in the evening, I could myself supel intend and expedite the operatiops of the 
several branches of the establishment more effectually than at present. now that my atten
tion is also occupied with' other duty. The number of examiners hkewise is not sufficient. 
On the whole, I think the following additional officers necessary to 'Secure efficiency and 
despatch in this department: 

One service receiver. 
Two post-paid and bearh)~ regi'Sters (or divisions No.5 and No.6, 
One assistant gazette regIster, 
Oll.e,s~wl'ice l'eg~lit", 
Two examiners, 
Two 1'6ceiverl3, 
One jemadar, 

, Two c)leckmep, 

in all 12 additional hands, at a monthly cost of about Rs.200. The business of desp,atch 
would be 1),11'0 greatly facilitated, withol,lt ,inconvenience to the public, if the receipt at the 
windows were closed at six o'c1ock.instead, of bemg kept open, as they are at present, un~n 
all the peons who are within the Po&-office gates ,at six o'clock deliver their letters. In 
consequence ~f this arrangement, the receipt of Il!ttel's ti'equently goes on at the windows 
until half-past six or quarter to seven. 

109. How are the,steam letters made over for despatch to the Inland Department 1"",":On 
the arrival of the monthly steamer from Suez, the forward-letters are put by for next day's 
llespakh, whether tbey be ~ightly directed or uot. Early the next 1Il0l nmg ~he directo~s 
attend to alter those addresses whIch are wrong. I,always assIst the supel'm~endent lp. 

dlrectino- these letters. We genera)ly take tbe newspapers, whICh are CODtamed III from 10 
to 14 b~xes; after being sorted into'divisions in the Steam Department, the covers are made 
over to the examiners of the Inland Department, and despatched with the mails. Tile exa-
miners g.ive a receipt for all letters received by them from the Steam Department. • 

110. How are the after-time fees distflbuted, and what do they ubuaJly amount to?
The fees are distributed in fixed proportions to all the officers who work a(lel SIX o'<:lock 1?M, 

in the Inland Despatch Depar.tment. Th~ account is ~llade up in the Accountant's Depart
ment. The after-letters are taken by one receiver in turns every day, The amouut of itfter 
fees varies from Rs. flO to Rs. 1'00 a month, and each man's "har~ varies from 3 annas to 
Rs.1. 8. a month. • 

111. How is the business of your department brought befOle the Postmaster-general1-
The despatch book, and the expenditure book of cloth, &c. are laid daily before the Deputy 
Postmaster-geperal, and receive hi!j signature. I also prepale a monthly a~stract of attend
ance which is inspected by the Deputy Postmaster-<Yeneral. I also submit to the superm
tend~nt a monthly abstract of thl! wOlk of my depa~tment, and I believe he lays it before 
the Postmaster-genelaJ. I' a'!;;Q prepare an annual stat,ement o.f the attendance of the 
wh(lle cstablishm ent of the GencJ'al Post-office, for th~ mformatJOn of the Deputy PObt-
master-general. . 

112. Do you make your reports direct to the Postmast,er-general, or through the super
intendent 1-1 make all rel'orts (In matters connecteq With my department dlfect to the 
Deputy rostmaster-g.eneral, unless I think t~e matter need not be carne~ ~o' far; and then I 
mention it to the supermtendent. The sql'ermtendent occaSIOnally examl~es the ,books of t~le 
department to see that the wOlk is regularly and properly performed, and, If he discovers mls
ta kes or irr eg.ularities, he corl eets thcm, or reports them to the Deput,Y Postmaster-general. 

113. For what period are the registers and abstracts kept?:--The regIsters are all destroyed 
after three years, but the monthly abstracts of work are kept and recorded. 

87. Z Z 4 114. How 
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I . •. r de al'tment 1-A pplications are made to the 
114. How are expresses despa,tchee d~nt ru m~s to me with the printed forms of letters 

jemadar at the Post-office, who Im~e lite 1- co of road the materials for making up the 
to be written to all the Postmasters In t e me nner who is to take it; these may come at 
packet, the party sendine; the e~press" al~d ~e ~yhutta-street at abQut the distance of 10 
any time of the night. My residence IS m o~ calculate the postage, and receive the pay
minutes' walk fl'om the General P~t-0.[;ic,e, dar and delivered to the runnel', The charge 
ment; the packet is ~hen made UI) Y

I 
t e ~fGovernment expresses brought at night are 

for express postage IS 4 annas a ml t I and so are private expresses of a very 
~espatched by the JJeputy pOpt~as :e~;g;n~:e;al resides in the premi"es. o.ne or two 
urgent nature. The Deputy ,08tl~a e g tl and 1 never remember to have sent more 
expresses are ~enerally sent durmg \1 e mont l'Bombay The overland mail expresses are 
than five ,in that time; they genera Yd ~o °tched fl'o~ thence, It would facIlitate busi
mad~ up !n the Steam ~felpartment~ a,~ d eS{h a table of routes to differf!nt places in India 
ness III thiS department I were pi OVI e WI 

to whichHexp~esshes are ~e~t: d delivery of letters posted in Calcutta for local de~ivery pro-
115. ow IS t e recelp an ," t 6 PM' the recelvel' make!l 

vided for ?-They are received at the wmdow !fom 10 A. M. 0 f;' • d 't b ' 
hem over' to the check man who delivers them to one of the ol'war -Wl'l ~rs, y wnolll 

tl 'd d'" bose presence they are. stamped \/y one of the Jemadars; the 
t ley are reglstere • an III \II- I k' hIt L tt I' Mail Depart 
f(ll'ward-writer then makes them ovel' to the delivery c er m t e mp~r ,e e • 

b h th d' t 'b ted to the peon" All letters of thiS kmd received before 
ment. , y w om, 'tl eythare IS r~ delivery of that 'day' the remainder go out with the first 
IP.M. go out WI 1 e sec on . 'ld r . tb t 'd'lettr of 
delivery on the following morning. All letters for loca e Ivery mus epos -p~ , ,~s h 
'this kind )osted at the receiving-houses must be sent to th~ General Post-o ce Wit t e 
other lette~s, and are delivered next day. No frank'! are recel ved for local delIvery, excer'! 
those of the Secretary to the Government of BengaL . 

28th .May 1850. 

Shill Narain ]JOss. 

116. WHAT situation. do you hold 1-1 am head assistant in the Separate General Depart-
ment of the Accountant's office. , . 

117. What is your duty 1-My duty is to prepare the adjustment of the StraIts Settle-
ments accounts. including those of the Post-office. " , 

118. Theil the receipts and disbur~ements of the Post-o~~e In th?e Straits SeUlell!ents are 
110t included in the General Post-office accounts of the PresIdency .-No. they are Included 
in the general statement of receipts and disbursements of the Straits Set.tlements. 
• 119. What account of Post-office receipts and disburse~ents in the Straits ~ rendered to the 
Accountant's (lffice ?·-The cash accounts of the Postmasters at Singapore •• endng and Ma
lacca are rendered to the resident Councillors of those settlements,and incorporated ill the gene
ral cash accounts of the settlements forwarded by the resident Councillors to the Presidency; 
the Post-office t ash accounts are also submitted as vouchers of the general cash acc,)unt. 

120. What particulars do these Post-office cash accounts exhibit1-The Singapore account 
merely gives the amount of Indian and steam postage realised, and the gross amounts of 
establishment and contingent charges supported by audited bills. In the Malacca and 
Penang- Post-offices, the number of letters upon which Indian postage is charged is alsl) 
entered, There is no Post-uffice establishment at Malacca; the duties are discharged by 
the establishment of the resident 'Councillor, who is also Postmaster. 

121. Do you check the Postmaster's accounts in any way?-No; we check our generlll 
accounts by the Postmaster's accounts; but we have no means of checking the receipts 
exhibited in the Postmaster's accounts; the charges are checked by the audited bills. 

122. Then you have no means of knowing whether the full postage chargeable all letters 
despatched and received at those settlements is collected and brought to credit or not 1-No; 
but 1 believe the steam-postage is checked by the Post-office in Eno-Iand. 

123. Have, not the orders iss)led by the Accountant to the Postmasters of Bengal, (or 
their guidance in res»ect to steam-postage, been Sent to the Postmasters in the StI'aits 1_ 
Not that I am aware, of. The ~onthly memorandum of st~am-posta,ge received from the 
Bengal Postmasters IS not submitted fl'om the Post-offices m the Straits. But the Penang 
Postmaster furnishes a detail of the postao-e charo-ed on the different kinds of letters,. 
according to their destination. 0 Co • 

1~4, I observe that in the ~eneral cash account of ~ingapor~, the receipts op, account or 
IndIan postage are not credIted monthly, but occasIOnally In large sums' how do YOIl 

explain this 1-The collections accumulate in the hands of the Postm~ster and are
credited quarterly. Thus the net collections of April. May and June 1849, am~unting to 
Rs. 6,272. 3. 4. for steam-postage, and Rs. 1,650. 9. 10. for ship-postaO'e, are credited in the 
general cash aC~,ount for the month of September, 0 

125. In the ,:smgapore ~o~t-otfice account of April 1849. the sum of Rs.2,580. 9. 4. i~ 
entered as havmg beel,l paId l~tO t~e Government Treasury during the month; but it appears 
that t,he a~o~nt was not cl'edlted 10 the gen~ral c~sh account ull~il the month of September;. 
explaID tIllS ,-I suppose the money l'emamed III the Treasury durina' the interval as 
unexamined treasure. ':::> 1 

126. But 
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126. But you cannot be cel1ain that the money \'I as in the Treasury at all during the A (D) 'N' 1 
interval 1-No; I cannot be certain of it. pp. • r "0,0., • 

127. Does t~e s~me practice,prevail at Penang and Malacca 1-Y es; at Penang the cash Evidence. 
balance appearmg In ,th~ Post-office ac~ounts for July and August 1848, is not credited in 
the general accounts until May 18')19. 1n Malacca,the Post-office collections of one month 
are credited in the general cash accounts of the next. 

28th ",Hay 1850. 

Nilrutton Haldar. 

128. WHERE do you reside, and what is your profession 1-At Sobha bazar; 1 am dewan 
of the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium. . 
, 129. Where do you generalIy re.ceive your letters ?-As they are addressed, sometimes at 

my house, and sometimes at the office of the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium, in Banks-
hall-street. • -

130. Have you an extensive private correspondence?-Yes, both with natives and Eu
ropeans; and I receive'letters both in Bengalee and English. 

131. At what time of the day do you receive your letters 1-The letters of the first 
delivel'yare generally delivered at my house about 12 o'clock, and those of the second 
delivery between 4. and I) P.M. . 

132. Have you ever had occasion to cllmplain of mistakes or delay in delivery1-No, 
never; I always get my letters regularly. . 

133. Does the delivery peon ever demand or receivt' from you any payment for the 
delivery of letters in excess of the authorized postage 1-No; but once a year, at the 
Doorga Poojah, I make the peon a present, generally eight annas. I make a similar, 
present to the peon who delivers letters at the Board's office. 

134. Have you ever heard that the Post-office peons demand money for the delivery of 
letters 1-1 have heard that they do so. They would not dare do so from any'influential or 
well-known person, but from poor people they demand a small payment, not more than one 
or two pice on' each letter. 1 understand that persons who live outside the town of' Cal
cutta, at places such as Clritpore, Pykcpara and others, but within the General Post-office 
delivery, are required by the peons to pay something in excess of the postage. This is 
demanded on the plea of their having had to bring the letters a long way from the General 
Post-offi<!e, and is never refused. Noone complains of it. . It does not prevent people from 
writing, or from wishing to receive letters. A man who can afford one or two annas for a 
letter, does not care about paying one or two pice more as a gift to the peon. 

135. Are the rates of postage considered heavy by the native community, and do you 
think they act in the way of preventing correspondence 1-The rates of postage, for short 
distances, are considered very light, and people are not, in the least degree, prevented from 
writing by them; but to places as distant as Patna, and to the whole of the Upper Pro
vinces, the cost of sending a letter becomes heavy, and correspondence is certainly checked 
by it. For instance, I have a brother at Benares, whose family is living with me; they 
would write to him every week if they could, but as the postage of a letter is six annas, 
theY' are precluded from writing oftener than once a IDOIith. I have another relation at 
Lucknow, with whom 1 correspond, but as the postage on a.letler from Calcutta to Lucknow 
is eight annas, we can neither of us write as often as we wish. 1 have also friends at 
Mutthra, ofwbom the same may be said. 

136. Are you aware whether there are now any private dawks by which letters are sent?' 
-Yes' the Nawub Nazim' of Moorshedabad has a dawk from Calcutta to Moorshedabad, 
which,'! believe, goes daily, and is called the Nizamut dawk. The shroffs oftlle Burrabazar 
have also a dawk of their own to Mirzapoor and the Upper Provinces. 

137. What advantage do these people derive from the employment of private dawks ?-I 
cannot exactly say, but I believe they sometimes obtain information quicker than by the 
Government dawk; and they are said to liave communications of a private nature, which 
they prefer sending by their own servants. • 

138. Are you in the habit of sending money by dawk 1-Yesj'- I believe ~he,Post-offi~e is 
perfectly safe in this respect. A year ago 1 sent half a bank note for a pllgTlm at Jugger. 
nauth. Th& addressee had left Juggernath before the letter reached tIle place, and the 
letter \'las returned to the General Post-office. On application to the Postmaster-general, 
and on producing the other half of the note, it was testored to me. Many years ag~, when 
the plactice was to note the contents of a money letter on the envelope, robberIes used. 
to occur; and on one occasion I lost some bank notes, but now I hear no complaints of 
loss. 

139. Do you generally sen~ your lette~s post-paid, or bearing post~ge 1,-1 generally send 
them post-paid ~ but. letters With money In them I always send bearmg, 10 order, the better 
to secure its safe arrival. • 

140,. Have you ever heard. of letters being .posted, and the postag@ paid on them, but 
'never delivered ?-I have heard that such a thmg used to happen formerly, ~ut not of late-

years. . ffi b h' , 
HI. What opinion is generally entertained of the Post-o ce y t e native commumty 

8;. 3 .A. -A v~ry 
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A r. ' hI ., th"Y have 'fiullcol\fia~nce in it, and l believe'that every letter .... very lavoura e opinion; C d h 1 " b . 
d 'II b d' fi ty to I'ts destination I haV'e hear t at t lere are a usenn poste WI e conveve In sa e . h b h 

the: PdSt-ofliee 'Whicb' req'Uire COITection, but the Abuses, whatever t ey may e" are Bot'suc 
aB'ate'felt by the tllitil'e comlliunity; a~t in fact I have never heard any complamts',made, bY' 
natives against anY' department of t~e PosVooffice. ' 

29th May 1850. 

Mr. R. Deeflwlts. 

142. WHAT situation do you hold ~D the Genera},!?ost-office 1-~ am superintendent of 
the Ship and Steam Department; my duty is to supermtend the receipt, and d,espatch of all 
mails,bY'.&hip and stea'mers, as'~el"'as',the Bomba-y ~v~rIand Eu.l'~J>e mall :~nd 'expresses. 

143. What is the process observed with respect to shlpllettel'l.~ posted, at the G~neral Post
OIfJ.ioo ?~T,hel'e lare·two,receivers tat,the-General' P~st-office~ I\t~~ rec~l'~'e' all ~hIP, steamer 
and' ,oyerland. letfers'; and:one ofwhdm,' when at'lelsure" ~SSIS~S Ill: l'eCelVInt. the 10Iand l~tterlJ 
of No./) division after 5 P.M. -The ship letters are receIved lOdl~el'ently by ~oth, l'eCelV.ers, 
from 10 'A.Jlof.lto' 6 P.lII, All ship·· letters and newspapers' are '~Ither P?st-pald \:)1' :servlI:e ; 
none of them are received_bearing, 'P0stage~ ,The> receiver, 'o~ ,a lett~l' bel~gllresented at the 
w~ndow; 'Weighs it,dand fa-kes' postage from the sender accordtng to ,'Its weight, and gr.ants a 
receipt; he"aiso 'WI'ites the amount ofl the postage:I(I)Il"tllE!L'ba-ck ()f ,th~ letter'; Jhe keeps, the' 
letters by him, sorting them into steamel' and ship letters, and setvlcelletttt's, and at 3 P. u~ 
he- liiakelf them OVel" 1Jd the- registersr enterillg'in his b()Ok: the' I'lllrtlber 'of coverll, the larnount 
of postage, and th~ name of the ,ship or steamer by,wh~e~ thedetter~'are to .be'sent. ,A~er' 
3- i>, ~. ;hel ·makes< over to the re01sters' the letters- be' reCeIves -£I'om ,tIme to bllle In a sllntlar 
ma'nnel'. Tnere are-six: register~il1 my idepartrtlEmt,; one 1-agister keeps:al book' fOi1 post-paid 
ship Jettels,~oxie for service cdvers, and· the other'four keepfthe lI'teamer'alnd oY'erlamd I'egis
ters among them. 'The service register Dook is' fo)' stellmer and '{jvel'la:nd as well as for ship" 
service 'and free (!overs~ except' Govenlment pres8"gazettes. The "register in charge oft the 
post~paid ship I~tter book enters 'each letter or- private' newspaper either trnder the head of 
the ship 'by which they,are directed to,be sent, ol';if:no ship be named, then :under the head, 
of''' first ship." Press 'llewspapers are registered in' the 'gross' under the bead'of, the station 
to which tl1ey are to be sent, a'nd the Government, p'l'ess gazette~ are similarly' entered in 
the same book. "The· register, 'havi ng 'l'egistered the' C<Tfers, "tnakes them: over to the check
man, wh'o-enters in his 'bobk the n1umber Gf:co'vels te~;istered.:nnder each head, with the 
weight and po'Stage, and the name of! the ship'or statioIl, as the case may ,be. The c&eckman 
then'gives the covers overto,a peon, by 'whom they ate 'stantped .and ,delivered to the 
despatcher, who 'makes !thein' up into packets> fol' despatch. ..'those covers which are directed 
to go by the first'ship, 'or by any.vtssel not ready t<Nail, the despatcher keeps by him in a 
box,untitthe time for despatch arrives.' , 

M4. ,How 1S' the-ship postage acC'odnted' fot' b'y the'receiver, andrbrought to. crE'dit 1-The 
chec~ma~' Jh'epares,every .. mothing~an abstraH l)f"post;..pakl IIhjJp\.letiers received 'during the 
p~evlous day, showmg the lamOl1nt , of postage"t:hargeabJe on the Blfine. This, is compar~ 
wIih the chedkoWbookl 'and c,ountersigned either "by tme' 1)r' the deElpatcller, ano. is then taken 
to the accountant's, office. ,The 'l1cCOtintant, tompates the I abstrdct 'with the 'register,; and 
then ~nters the'amount,'m, hi~ book. IThe teCei.er' cbmpares his account with the check-
book, a'nd 'ma~es over the1amouil,l: ofpQstage ~ue: from- him' to: the' treasurer. , 

145. What IS ~he l>roc.ess with- service covets ?-The1are i'egls-tered: in the service register 
bqok .. and made over to the check.man, who enters them ,in his cheek-book and gives them-
to' be stamped:to ~he pe~n, w,ho t~eri carrie!5 theln' to; the delJpltoher. ' " 

146. At-what t~me are sillp letters I 'made >up 1M despatch ~Always after 6 'P~M. The' 
rackets'ar~ deSpatched at a quarter befol'e'sevtm. 'Ifthe'vesselvfo1"'Which'theyare,intended 
IS above Kldderpore ,dockloyal'd! the 'mails, ute sen.t on' ,boaltd <by a Idawk !boat, ,which is in 
r~~diness every ~vemng to receive' thematls at'the police gMt. -The manghy of the boat 
attends at the Post-<oflice> to receive the. packets. 'If the ship' is bl!lowl the' Kiddel'pore dock, 
the packets are made ovel' to the Inland Department fdl' despatch! viti, Kedgeree. 
,~47. Y,ollStated abov~ that ship J~ttel's must ahvay.s be'post;,paid; does that remark. apply 

to ~nland po~'tag'e ?ha~geabJe on 'shIp letters on' aocount of Idistance travelled, 'after they 
arnve ,at their ~es~lIlahon by sea 1-~ 0, ~t1ch postage is not received 'at the General' Vost. 
office. All shIp ,let"ters are se~t 'bea11og mland pos~age. f Letters coming fro,? <the interior 
fdr ?esJ;'latch from Calcutta, eIther by steamer ,Or s[np, must always be post-paId as to inland 
an~ sl1,lp postage; but the payment of" stellID. postaO'e to Eno land vid 'Southampton _ is 
optional. ' '" '" , 

148. How is postage charged upon Q let~el' coming ,to' Calcutta' by shrp from the 'Straits, 
or by a, Gov.ernment steamer, from Moulmem or Arralian dt'stined for all inland station 1_ 
OutwalJ shIp,letter pos~age Is'charged ,at the port'of:despatch, and 'must be pre-paid; but 
the Calcutta l~ward' ~~I~P postage> and .the injan~ postag;e is not received at the port of 
,despatch.. Ship le~t~ls Intended for an mland Indian station must 'always be sent bearing 
both the mward shIp po.s~age of the port f)f destination, and "also' the inland posta!.!'e from 
t~ence to, the ,place to whIch they are addressed. , I:) 

149. 1h~n mland post~ge cannot by anx possibility be charged at Moulmein, or at any 
-of the Straits settlements ....... No, nol upon letters sent to the continent of India. There may 

, be 
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"be inland postage for. the conveyance ~f letters from one part of the Tenasseriw" llrpviQ.~e,s 
'to another, but of thIs I am not aware. 

l~O. Are ship .letters rec~ived at the Gen.eral Post-office from the ports to the eastward, 
but mtend~d for mland statIoQs, made-.up, 1nto p~ckets. for those stations. ?-No, they are 
sent loose In the Calcutta packet, and are made for~ard . letters, being transferred to the 
Inland Letter Mall Despatch Department. 

15.1. AI'e ship and .steam letters sent from Calcutta.vi42 Madras to inland stations in that 
PreSIdency made up mto separate packets 1---.No, they are sent loose in the Madras packet. 

152. How are ship lette"s posted ill the interior dispoeed of in the General Post-office 1_ 
I have already stated, that upon such letters inland and outward' ship postage must be pre-

• paid at the Post-~ffice f~om which they are first despatched,;. they are ,ro.ade QY~~ .bYI the 
Inland Letter ~ all Receipt p~partment to the forward :writers, by whom they are delivered to 
one of the J'eglsters of the t3hlp Letter Department. They are then entered in the inland 
register book, wi~h the station from which they ~re sent, the date of despatch from thence, 
the address, desttnation,. name of the vessel, weIght and, amount pt; postage;.pl\i<l. Inlthis' 
jnland register book both,ship.anU steam co~rs. are entered. T.h6'regist~r then; tn,a\l.e.s;.ov.er 
the letters to tIle peons, by whom they are.stafnped, arid. deijYere.(t tQ the d~spa,t~hef. The 

. de$patcher separates the steam from the ship letters, putl~.theJormel) i-. lu~paTate hQX/l!:ept 
for the purpose, and despatches. the latter. as above. I have nothing tQ:QO": witl!. ·the postage 
on inland ship letters; that is accounted, for h1 the· Postma~ters of the $t~tjons wheJ.'e the 
leUers are posted. The General Post.-office has ]).0 check ·ovell theil1 account,s, 

153. How are letters received from sea in the Ship Department1~All packets and letters 
brought by ship, unless by mistake, are landed. at, Kedgeree, and afe· either l1rought up to 
town by the runners on the Kedgeree road, or, in the case of bulky pack!)ts, by. the qq.wk 
boat. Letters :,-nd packets brou!?;ht by Government steam?r~ are gElnerally brQught 'tl> 
to town and delivered by one of the oflicers of the steamer at> the General: Post-Qm,ce. ~hlp 
letteriJ brought from Kedgeree by the runners are received first 'in the IIlland Recflipt 1)epar,t
ment, and from thence made over to my department. The Kedgeree pac_ket conta,ins ~lt~ 
harbour letters and ship letters, as well as letters posted at Kedgeree, 'J;he pa$ket i~ spmer 
times o.pened in the' Inland' DepartmeJlt, and' sometimes in mine. Wherever the p!!,cket is 
opened, the letters belonging to that department are taken out, ~4 the rest !paJe ove_r to 
the other. Packets brought np by the dawk boat are always delivered, to me. . 

1M,. When. the ship letters reach your department, through. what process QO they go 1"..,. 
They are fil1St sorted into Calcutta and forward letters by the assistants. '{he Calcp.tt.ll 

· letters are then counted and made over to the peon to be stamped. After. being shmped 
tluly are weighed by the check wI:iter$,..and tbe ship postage (as well as inland, postage .pJl. 
.tllOse Janded at Kedgeree) marked upon thellJ according to weight. They. are then sorte4-
alphabet~ca.lly, according 10 their addresses, and. made over to the registers. The J;egisters 
then register them on sepILrate sheet II, which are afterwards filed, anJ, which shQIV tbe yepsel" t.hl'l 

· place from whence the letters aonlll, the dltte of, arrival iJi Calcuttl}., the w:eight 1j,I)d, the postJlge. 
'l'he letter$ are then made over to one ,of the Q.SsiStants.1.o he checked and sorted acc.or4illg 
to weil2:ht. After sorting thein._the assistl}.n,t makes thel~ ove ... to the bearing moons\lec, wbQ 
takes, an account ofr them, and gives them over to the delivery clerk of ,the l~lanQ, Re<;ei.pt 
Department. All. letters received by ship 0 ... GOv,erllmllnt ~teal1ler, excepJ t40se on servilic, 
are bearing postage. 

155. Is there any distulction made in th~ accounts between $hip. Jetter pO$l.age awl iJ;111/oM. 
postage payable f ... om.Kedget:e~ ~-No; the wh.ole is c;redi~d, all ship. letter pos~age witho1.U 
<Jistinctio1l. . 

15.6. Are any other letierll received. in.your departQ:leJ:l.t hesides those iD.)portgd, by sea,?~ 
Y~s;. sbip, letters received at Bombay and Madras, and in Ceylon, {OJ; th~ presidency, (ire 
transferred by th(l Jnland Lettel' Mail Receipt Department to lOme; I,I,lld the ship an~ in,Iand 
postage. on letters intended (or Calc.utta is charged in the. same way a~. 00, ordinary sb,ip 
letters, and credited in. the accounts, without distin.ctio.n,. a.s !\hip postage. 

157. Then. in point of fact,. a. considera.ble amount, is annually cr{>(hted jn the a.c~ou~ts of 
the General Post-office as ship letter postage, which is actually due for inland conveyance 1 
-Yes; that is the case. -

158. How are the forwal'd letters disposed of1-.Afte~ the Calcutta letters bave. been 
disposed of the'directors airect the letters for tbe I)1terlO1, and then they are welghed~ 
stamped, s~rted and alphabetically registered; The ultimate destination. of these letters is 
entered in the reo-ister book, but the postage IS not: The l~tters after registry are !Dade over 
again to the. check writers, whQ write the ship atld inlan.d postage upon each letter,. ,SorHh.em 
according to divisions, and make them over to the Despatch O.epartrnJlQt. . 

159. DCl ship letters sent from the Gen,el'al Post-office vill Bombay p~ss. throug~ ySll.Jr 
. department ?-No; they are. received in.the .Let~er M~II Despatch ,DepartJ;Dent, ~nd lihlf a~tj 
inland postage is charged ,upon t~em by, the ~ecelvers m that de{>artme{l.t.. .l b~IH~v~ \l~ sblp 

Postage char<Ted on such letters IS credited m tbe accounts, wlthou~ dJ~tmctJ(;w,!l~ }I\.I~I!(l 
::>. . 

postage. . . . d h 
160. How are steam letters and letters fQr the overland (J;Ilall ",4 ;Bombay receIve at t E> 

General Post-office ?-They are taken at the window by the same rec.eivers wPo. r~ceive s~l>
letter~ The receiver writes the amount of postage on the back of ~ach. letter, Without .dls,,: 
tinction of inland and st!)am postage. He then ~nters the letters 10 hiS boo.k, and Plake~ 
them over for registration. There are seven regIster hooks for .the steamers~ and two for 
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r ' , App. (D.), No. I. overland letters. There are also. two separate register books for the overland e~press vi' 
Bombay. The steamer register books are as ~ollow: 

EVidence •. One for Madras, Ceylon, Aden and Bombay. 
One for Penang, Singapore and Hong Kong. 
One for pre-paid letters via Southampton. 
One for MarseIlles and Paris. 
One for Suez Alexandria, Malta and Gibraltar. 
One for London via Southampton, bearing. 
One for London via 'Marseilles. 

The overland and express registers ar~ : 
One for London via Marseilles. . ' ' 
One for the R:ed Sea, in \\" hich the M arseilleli and ParIs letters are entered. ' 

These registers contain the address, weight and amount of postagJ. In t~e case pf the, 
steamers the steam postage only is entered' but in the case of overland mails, the mland 
and stea:n postage is entered without distin~tion. . 

The steamer letters are stamped after ·bemg registered; they are then checkeq and kept
in a separate box till the day be/ore the steamer starts. 'The overland lett~rs are stamped 
before registration. After being regist~red they are checked and kept until the .first day's 
despatch. They are ,then made up mto separate paekets for ~uez, Alexandria" Malta" 
Gibraltar, MarseHies, ,Paris, and,two packets fOI' London .<separatmg country from London 
letters), and 'made over to the Inland Despatch Department. 

161. How is the inland postage on Europe letters via Bombay credited in account ?-It 
is credited as inland postage separately/rom the steam postag~. ; 

162. How are the mails Qrought by the monthly steamer dIsposed of?-As soon as the 
steamer is announced, the vans are sent down to Garden Reach to receive the mails.' The 
boxes are received in the 0I11y room appropriated to the department, and immediately opened, 

, the London boxes via Marseilles ,first, All the letters in the London boxes via Marseilles 
are paid. They are therefore immediately sorted into Calcutta and forward, counted, slamped 
and made ove~ ,to the delivery clerk for distribution to the peons. Then the Southampton 
boxes are opened. The box c!,!ntaining the bearing letters, which are now always separate 
from the post-paid~ is made over to Mr. D'Souza who, with the assistance of other clerks, 
sorts the contents into Calcutta 'and ,forward, compal'es the former with the bill of bearing 
letters &ent in the box from England, and makes them over to the jemadar in attendance. 
The jemadar, afler stamping them, gives them to be weighed by the checkmen of the De
spatch Department, who come to assist.. The postage is then marked upon them by one of 
the assistants in Indian currency, at the rate of 8 anuas for every shilling charged by the 
London' Post-ofli.ce, 'and they ar~ then lUade over again t9 MI'. D'Souza, who sorts them 
according to'amount of postage, and keeps a note of the number of letters bearing each rate' 
of postage. The letters are then !1ortc~ alphabetically, registered, and then made over to' . 
one of th~ a~istants, who checks' all the bearing steam letters. He then makes the letters 
'Over to the bearing moonshee, who, after taking a note of them according to the rates' of .. 
postage, ~~kes them ov~r' to the delivery ~lerk for distribution to the peons; after the bearing 
letters' are distributed, the Inoonshee; again takes an ~('count of the 'number of bearinlJ' 
letters in the .hands of each peon, in order to roake him, accountable for the postage, Thes~ 
separate accounts pe cOIFpa.res. with the acco'unt he received from the check writer. The 
otber boxes 'are'then opened IJ.nd sortE\d'into Qalcutta and forward, and the Calcutta letters, 
being again subdivided into postpaid ~nd bearing, go throuO'h the same 'process as above. 
Dearing letters given to the delivery clerks, but found by them to be forward letterlf. are 
returned 'by them to the moonshee, who gets them properly directed by the director, anl has 
them entered in: 'a-separate book. A separate account is kept of the contents 'Of each box. . 

163. How. long ~oes it usu\l-lly take from th~ time at which the steamer mails arrive.at the 
Post-office to the tIme when t~e delivery commences ?-From six to sevep hours. ' , 

30th 'May 1850. 

16~. ~ BA.T i~ the cause of this deI.ay? -There are generally from 40 to 5~ box~s o£,aU _ 
~e~c~ptions ~ and, although I am assIsted by.most of th~ officers of the other departments" 
It IS unposslbl~ to get through the work.9,uIcker. ·WIth more. delivery clerks and more 
peons, the busmess would be m~re expedItIOusly d~ne. The dehvety continues sometimes 
fOf ,an hour afte~ all the other busm~ss IS concluded. A great deal of time is lost in com
parmg .the beanng letters and taking an ,ac~ount of them; time is also lost in sorting the 
letters mto Calcutta an~ forward, and two more hands are required for that department of 
"tbe work. Moreover, It generally' happens that the steamers come in late in the' afternoon 
'when the .establishment have b~;n wo~king all day If;nd are fatigued. But the chief r~aso~ 
o.f delay IB the cO,nfined space. J~ • ~vhlch the ,operations of ~he ~team Departm~J;lt are car
ried on, and th~ difficulty of keepmg order and method ~hIl!l so many 'different. operations 
are going. on at the same time in one room. When, as sometimes happens, the steamer' 

arlivelil' 
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arrives just at the time when the mails are being made up for'the outward steamer the con- App. (D." No. ;;. 
fusion is excessive, and it becomes very difficult to get through the business. I ha~e known 
the delivery of the mails delayed from two to three hours by this cause.'. Evidence. 

165. Are those letters which are first sorted first delivered, or are they.all delivered toge
ther 1-They are all delivered together, al'ld the post-paid letters, though ready much 
sooner, are not delivereJ until' all the bearing Covers are also in the hands of the peons. 
There are exceptions to this rule, as all letters addressed to the members of Govel'UOlent are 
sent out, immediately after sorting, by office peons. 

166. How are the mails brought by Bombav ovel'land disposed of?-The packets are 
made over to me from the Inland Department, a"nd are then disposed of exactly in the same 
manner as letters by thE.' steamer. 

167. How are the forward letters by steamel' and overland mail disposed of1-They are 
put by until the whole of the Calcutta letters are out of hand. In the case of a steamer, 
the fOfward letters are nat disposed of until the following slay; but in the case of a Bombay 
overland mail, if it be comparatively light and arrives. early in the day, the forwltrd letters 
are despatched by the inland dawk of tlie same ev~ning. .They are all necessarily bearing 
inland postage. The coverll_on which steam postage has been paid are first directed, then 
stamped, then weighed, then sorted alphabetically, and given to the registers. The registers 
enter on loose leaves, afterwards fifE-d, the station, address and weight of each cover, and 
the inland postage chargeable on each is then marked on each cover by the checkmen, aide,d 
by assistants from the Inland Department. . They are then sorted according to divisions, 
and made over to the'Inland Department. The letters bearing steam postage, after being 
directed, are stampeJ and wei!!hed, and the postage in IJ;ldian currency, at the rate of eight 
annas for every shilling, as well as the inland postage, is marked on the back of each letter. 
They are then registered a~cording to station, address and weight, and sorted into divisions. 
With the letters for'each station are then put up steam bills for the Southampton, Red Sea, 
and British packet postage, showing the amount of steam postage due under each head. 
They are then made over to Mr. D'Souza, who is charged with preparing the steam accounts, 
and l1e enters them in separate books according to the port from which they have come. 
Thus there is one register for letters from Southampton, one for the Red Sea, one for loose 
letters brought by the mail agent, and separate registers for Aden and each of the ports in 
Asia. The letters are then tied up in bundles, and made over to the Inland Department for 
despatch. . 

168. What descl'iption of accounts does Mr. D'Souza keep1-He keeps no other accounts 
than the registers all'eady referred to. Extract. of these are sent with the monthJ'y cash 
account' to the accountant, and also to the Postmasters-general of the North-West Pm
vinces, MadJ;as and Bombay; and a quarterly account of steam postage due to He.' Ma
jesty's Government on letters recei"ed 'and despatched is also Eent to the Postmaster .. general 
of the United Kingdom, an'ti a copy of this account is furnished to the accou,ntant to the 
Governmenr of Bengal. , 

169. How is postage levied 011 letters 'seht fi'om Moulinein to Calcutta for despatch by 
steamer 1-Both outward and iriward ship letter postage is paid at M~ulmein. 

170 •• What rate of bounty money is paid on ship letters 1-0ne anna on f,lI covers 
received, and this is paid as well to the conimanders' of private ships as to those of the 
Government steamers. Half an anna is paid for transferred letters. 

171. A certain rate of postage is credited by the London General Post-office to 'Calcutta 
on account of letters sent to and from places beyond India; ,under \lhat head is this credited 
in the Indian accounts 1-1 ('annot tell; I do not even know if.it be credited at all in the 
general accounts of the Bengal Post-office, 

172. The steam postage entries in the General PQst-office monthly cash accoun~ are 
supported by 32 vouchers, representing different kinds of stea~ post~ge, furnishe~ from your 
department ?-They are; the same number of vouchers IS furmshed every JJ?ontb. , 

173. Are you in any way answerable for the collection of steam posta~e ,?-N 0 ~ I on1y 
make out in the register the amount recoverable fi'om the peons to whom the letters are 
delivered; this is compared with the moonshee's account, and taken first to the Deputy 
Postmaster .. gen.eral for his signature, ,and then to the Accounta~t's D,E.'partment. A !lote of 
the amount is taken in the Accountant s Department, and the regISter IS then returned to me, 
countersigned by t~e accountant. The sll;me co~rse is pursu~d in regard to the postage 
recoverable on all ship and steam letters delivered In Calcutta. 

174: What becoples ofletters of which t~e peons cannot find the addressees 1-:-T~ey are 
entered in a separate book, and either re-dlrected and forwarded to another destmatlon,. or 

-made remaining, and transferred to the Dealil-letter,Dep'artment. ' 

1st June 1850. 

Mr. W. Twemlow. , 
170. You ~re accountant in the General Post-office 1-1 am; t have held the 'appoint

ment for about five years; previous to that, 1 was head cl¥k in the collector'lf otfice at 
Burdwan. ' • 

176. What books do you keep in your department 1-The first is the check-boak; it 
87. 3 ., 3 shows 
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shows the amount receivE'd e~ch day on account of postage of eV~I'y kind, including receipts 
for'dq"k bearers This book on~v shows the actual -cash receIpts of each d~y' under 'the 
several heads, wi~hout reference to' \vhat is due. ~ayments on, account/of se~unty. deposits. 
of peon~, fines and some other items are shown 10 a separate account., ThIs pook shows 
nothing but receipts on account or aU kinds of postage p"ayments, l~depenael1t of tl\e 

. demand. d ' h' h h d 1.'_ 
177. Are payments entered in this book on the very, ay m w IC t ey are ~a eat tue 

General Post-office 1-The payments made to the receivers on one daY,.are u<?t.accounted 
for by them to the treasurer until the following day, but ~?ey are entered In the bo~k.(Jn.the 
following day as the payments of the very day on whIch they were made, alt~ough not 
received by the treasurer unti~ the next .mor~in?, The mo~ey take~,l ~r the recelv,ers-e~ch 
day is placed in the treasury 1O.the evemng In a ~eparate box, but I,t IS not accounted for 
until the next morning.; All ~h,e payme?ts made Into the General Post-office, are checked 
and compared item ,by Item WIth the regISters a~.d other documents" excep.t those on accou~~ 
of bearing postage collected by the peolls, of whIch-.only a gross account IS kep,t. 

178. How do you. check -tIle receivers' acctlttnts ?~A'n aBstract of the regIster~ o( ,each 
division is made in my ~ffice, "shnwing the umount of postage due on post-paId letters 
received at each of the seven- windows on the, previ?us ~ay. The totals of these abstracts 
are compared with' the amount b'rou<Tht by each receiver. When the amouI).f. shown by the 
abstract as due on a~ount of the letters, received ou the prev!ous day does not agree with 
the amount entered in the receiver's ch'elbi.n, then, if 'the amount due be more than the 
,receiv-er has paid 'into the'treasury, h'e is obliged to mak~ ~ood tb~ differ,euce, but if he, has 
paid, more tban the amount 'shown by the abstract, the dIfference lS credIted to Government 
under the head of surplus. Surp1us paym~nts, are entere~ in tl,Ie che~k-book .in a memo
randum in red ink. But before the recen'er s account IS, finallr adJ1fsted eac,l! day" the 
registers are also' compared with tb'e general' rlespatch papers, and 10 t,~IS way Inlstakes, a.t:e 
sometimes di'scovere<;l. The'abstra<;t, after being prepared by a clerk In my deJ¥lrtment,is 
compared 'with the entries'in the check-b.ook and att~~ted by' ~e, a~d iS',also attested' by' the 
,Postmaster-general. The check-book' IS also submItted' dally to the Postmaster-general, 
and signed by him, or in his absence by the Deputy Postmaster-general, or in 'the abs~n~e 
~~ both by the,superintendent.. There are ~evel1 sfparate abstracts pre~ared, one for each 
WIndow, and a general abstract ohhe whole IS enterMat tbe foot of No. 7. The amount of 
postage due daily on' letters posted for Calcutta delivery is entered in a separate, regjster{ 
the items of which are added up daily. by a clerk in my department, and the total compareCl 
in like manner with. the aCcount rendered by the receiver. The same process is observed in 
regard to the' postage' pa~d on account of newspapers. A' separate book is also kept of after
letters, and the'postag~ accounted for in the same way. 'The fees. on country l~tters late 
posted are not brought Ulp> th'~ aecount., - • 

179. How do-you .check'the, receipts of ship and steam post~e ?-The letters received·in 
the ship and 'steam departtnent'from beyond sea, whether landed at Calcu.tta,pr landed at: 
any other sea-port in India and forwarded from thence. to Calcutta, are entered' in separate 
lists by the. offi'cers ofthe'Sliip and Steam Department. These lists are paged,. and thllY are
also attested by the Deputy, Postmaster-general, and an abstract of each page is Rrep3J-ed 
and entered in red ink at the foot by the assistants in that ,department. .11'\ the case,ol':ship 
letters, a total'of:!the'po!;tage ,due on account of each day's mail on letters deliverable 'iii 
CalcuUa is entered at the end~of' each day's list, and signed both by Mr. 'DeefhoIts and ihe· 
:peputy- Postmaster-general. 'The total is then' transferred to a book in my department~ 
called an' abstract of' beari[lg po!';tage, and the peons are accountable for the gross amount. 
In the' case of'ovetland letters, the whole amount'of: postage 'due both on'Calcutta and for
ward letters is entered in th~ list. I only enter the amount due on Calcutta letters in.. my 
abstra~t of bearing p'Ostage, but the gross amount is entered in the ,cash ac~ouot, 'and' a 
deductIon made for fOlward letters. 

180. But how are the receiBts taken ,at the General Post-office for export ship and stearn 
Jetters acC'<>unted.for?..;..An abstr;tct of each 'day's receipts is made up in the Steam and Ship· 
Letter Depar~'!lent,. and: II ~ompare 'the totals with' .. the amou?t paid by the receiver, ,in .t~ 
same way as In the-case ofmland''postage. . ' ,_ 

~81. How are'th'e, d::tilYi receipts at the -receiving-houses accounted for?:.......~ix abstract 
regtsters, correspondmg With the number of hGuses" are compiled in the Inland'Despatch 
Department fro~ the l~sts furnished dairy from the receiving-houses, and the totals of this 
abst~a.ct are comp?red In that'departmen.t with the amo?ut sent in ,by the mo~nshee of. eacli 
receivIng-house. Th~ total amount,recelved each day IS then entered at" the foot Of ,one of' 
the abstracts, ~nd tIns amount'r transfer to my cash-book. r have 110 check .over, the, 
accura<,y of thIS amount. .' .• . 

182, How are the re~ejpts on account of bang~y' express and remaining letters accounted 
for 1-The postage receIved for express and rema10mg letters is accounted for to me by the 
office~s of the Despatch and Dead-letter Departments. I enter the amount rendered by 
the,,? In my cash account, but I am.not respoDsib!e for its corre7tness. In regard to bang-hy 
receIpts, I merely ent~r the total amount of. the Items shown 10 the banghy register. The 
amount dne on bearmg banghy parcels is mixed up with the ,bearing postage on letters,. 
and recovered thr?ugh the peons. '. < • -

183. In the register accounts ,of the Ship and Steam, Department the inland postaO'e j!; 
charged on letters forwarded from other ports,. together with the ship ,Or steam, posta<T~ as 
the case may be, no distinction being made in the kind of postage charged. On such lettenl 
are you e?abled to state from your. a~counts how much s.hip or steam, and now much inland' 

,_ f· 
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~ 10 J • 



POSTAL : COMMUNICATION, '&c. IN INDIA. 375 

postage is charged?-N 0; the .whhole of the postage charged on ship and steam letters is entered App. tD;):No. '1. 
in my abstract in the gross, Wit out C\i!!tinction. Bu.t when ~he ~ash account comes to be pre- • 
pal'ed at the end of the month, Mr. Deefholts furmshes me with a statement showina-. the Evidenee. 
amount Of. steam pos~age due on steam let~ers, and of inland postage due on· ~team letters; 
~ut all po~tage on ship letters, whet~er ship postage prop~rl'y s~ called, or inland postage, 
ls-entered m the' cash a.-:eount as ship' postage, without distInctIOn. 'Such -at least is tire 
inf~rence I'draw from the cir~umstance that no inland postage on 'letters received in the 
Ship' alld Steam Department IS ever separately accounted for, except on steam'letters sent 
overland from Bombay. 

184. ,In' the chella:n' of, the 1st October 1849,' certain letters are entered as'having been 
imported by ship .from Mauritins via Colombo, and 'forwarded to Calcutta by'dawk. 'The 
postage charged on' ,tnoSb ()f these' ltltters is- one rupee,' that is,' two annas for in ward ship 
postage, and 14 annas for inland. postage. In crediting these' sums 'is any 'distinction made 

• betw.een il'llan'd and snip postage in your accounts ?~No;' the' whole is "entered as ship 
postage. 

185. You stated above' that the postage due ~n banghy'bearrng parcels received for 
delivery at the General'Post-office is entered'-separately eaeh day in the abstradbook, but 
that, the collection bf the postage< is made in the gl'OSS, through' the peons, together with thE; 
postage on bearing letters. What means have you of knowing how much bearino-ilOstage 
is-realized,,<>n account ofbanghy parcels, and how much on' account of letters?-I"have no 
mea.ns of knowing tlilis. 'The flDly difltinction in tile peons' -accounts is between'Europe and 
country' letters,' banghy pa:rcels bemg included in' the 'latter. In the memorandum of bearing 
postage prepared every month, as' the amount of banghy. bearing' posta,ge is very much less 
tha.n the amount of letter bearing postage, it i~ al ways assumed that the' whole of the banghy 
postage bas been realized, and'that the' balance due IS' on 'account ofletters, though in realIty 
it may be due partly for banghy parcels also. It would not be practicable to separate the 
realizations of bang!IY and letter postage unless the peons kept accounts, or unless thp.re 
-were' separate peons and moonshees for the Banghy Depal tment. 

186. Besides what is called a cbcck~book, but which is really a daily book of postage 
reeeived, what record do you keep of 'other receipts?-The other kinds of receipts are 
deposits of peoDs on account of security, fees for late steamer letters, fines, penalties, surplus 
receipts, payments fOl' service dawk bearers, and other miscellaneous receipts. I have no 
books showing a record~ofpeons' 'd~posits; they are received by the treasurer, and entered 
in' his daily cash a<!count, which is ren'del'ed' to my 'department. 'Of fines, fees, remittances 
and' surplus'l'eceipts, 'I' pave ·.a record 'by ",hich I check the correctness of the treasurer's 
cash account. The record-of surpIus 'fees is, as.1 'have-already explained, a memorandum 
in-the margin of the check-book. 

'},87. 1Whnt oiher book.; 'do you .'keep 1-A' General 'Post-office cash abstract, which is 
little mQre than a transcl'ipt of' the check-book, and which, in my 9pinion, is unnecessary. 
'There is anuther abstract, "'ShoWing the ver! same information iii columns, for the purpose of 
ascertainin~ the'totdl a:mount at'. the end of'thEl month. 'This is the lIIost useful· account of 
the three, and if- the ;\.bstract list'of the' registers were .kept up" 'the -other two might be dis
pensed with without any'disadvantag:e. 'The neit accollnt' is another abstract cash accaun t, 

'also ill columns, 'but showing, in addition' to ihe receipts exhibited in the 'previous statement 
all the receipts of the' GeneraJ Post-office Of ev~ry kind, exc~i>t· transfers. If this statemellt 
were {kept up, all of the' three' former might' be .dispensed. With. All these four statements 
show attuhl receipts, and one.ofthem:the entire actual receipts of the Geperal ·Post..offi£e. 
'The 'daily cash aCCdUl'It, 'from··which. ~he tast-metl.ti~ned statement is compil~Q, is made up ill 

, the Treasurer's Department, an'd furnished to me daJly. I th~ll co~pal'e the Items of postage 
receipt· with 'the check-book . and other abstracts prepared 10 lJ!.y department, and compile 
the' fllll ab~trar.t.of aJl the'l'eceipts' oHlie office. ' 

'188. ''Y' ould it not be quit~ sufficient for, all, purroses of ch~ck. if t~i~ .full abstract w~l'e 
prepared 10 the first instance In your department, as far as the InformatIOn In your possession 
enabled you to do so, and then·to"fi11 u~ the r('.mainin& columns' from the daily oash aceol!1nt? 
-So far"as five years' t'xpelience' enables me to judge,' l believ:e that 1;>y adopting this 
practice, and dis~ensing- with'the check-~ook and 'the other two. abstracts, the c:heck.IIGw 
exercised' by my department over the recel'pts of the offic; would II?- no degree be Impaired; 
but as these books- were considered, ne~ess"ary by a Co~mlttee appol?t~d about t~e year 181 fi •. _ 
and: have'been-in use ever since'1820,'the reasons which led to theIr tntroducbon ought-to 
be examined oefore the' books are 'discontinued. 'For my own part, I see no use in them, 
and believe tha.t this part M'the r(~cord of my department might be confined to the sillgle 
abstract above referred to, • 

189. Be so good as to explain particularly the entries ill your monthly cash account ten
dered to the accountant to the Government of Bengal for the month of October 1849 ?
The first.itemi'<tn- the account, after- the- eash -an~ inefficient· balance of the previous month: 
are a credit of Rs.4,095. 1. on account of bearmg letters, and ~s.360. 13. Oll acc~unt ot 
bearin<T 1. ano-hy 'parcels received' makilla- in all,. Rs. 4,455. 14.; ,thiS does not·agree With the 

'" 0 " '.'" f R h f h" abstract daily cash account, whICh .glves a total 0 s. :4,327.6.6.; t e 'reason? t .IS 

discrepancy is, that in the monthly cash accOllnt the entTies are of postage d~e, wnlltl I.n 
the dally cash accoU1lt the entries repre~ent the sums actually collected. The difference IS 

explained in the memorandum of bearmg postage appended to the m~nthly cash account. 
In the month, of.Octooer 1849, the registers show the amount of beanng postag:e d!le o~ 
i:ountry letters'to be Rs:4,270. 10.6., and on banghy parcels, Rs. 372. 3., m~k~ng mall, 
Rs.4,642. 13. '6.; from thls'is deduc.ed the postage due on forward and remaInmg letterds 
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. . t R 186 15 Ii and there remains !ls.4,455. 14. The amount 
anfdbPar.cels, amtountll)ngcoIIOectesd' is held' j~' inefficient balance., Thus, ,in October 184~, the 
o eanno- pos age u . h R 3 . t thO t' b 
amount o~tstandmg at' the end of the prevIOus mont, ~as s. 653. 7. ',', 0 IS m~s. e 
dd d R 4455 '14 due for the current month; makIng a total ofIl,s. 5,H)9. 5. 3", fr?ro 

:his e :f th~ ~ctu~l c~lIections, amounting. to Jl.s. 4,327. 6. 6" be d~dupted," ,there rema~ns 
RS.'781. 14. 9.; which is the sum held in IDrffiClent , balance on account of coun,t~ bearIng 
postage at the end of October. " '. )'1 '. I 

, 190 Then in point of fact the entries' of bearlDg postage III the mont\1 y"cash ~S!count 
't' h 'entrl'es but a m'ere demand which mayor may not be collected dunog the 

are no cas , , '," II I' d b I ' 
th . d the amount entered in the inefficient ,balanc~ lS rea y an unrea lZe a ance mon , an . ? Y _ 

which 'has been credited ~n the casT) account as a re~e)pt.- es.. ". 
191. You are aware that a different system prevaIls m the preparatIOn, oUhe cash ~ccounts 

'of the Mofussil Post-offices 1-) am. , . ',', , '''. . 
192. When was this practice introduced into the General Post-office, and, wh~t object IS • 

supposed to be gained by it 1-lt was introduced long bf'fore I tookJchal'ge of, t~e Jiep:u-t-
ment, ana the 'object of introducing it, as far as I kflow~was to ~fford greater secunty agaInst 
embezzlement. There is an old Government !->rde~ on ~he subject, but t have som,e 'doubts 
whether the intention of Go~ernment in that orde,r was really such as It ,has been taken 
to be. • I '.- , ' 

193. In y6u~ opinion, does the syste~ of crediting th,e gross postage 10 the body ~f the 
cash account afford any greater secullty than If t~e~ same amount w~re e.ntered, ,I,n the • 
memorandum of bearing postage, and the out~ta~dI?g ~alance accounted for there l~No. 
it does' not; t11e sec~rity would be ~xactly ~e s~me lD elt~er ~ase. , I •• , 

1.94. Would it not be much more convement If the entnes 1~ your monthly cash accopnt 
'correspo~ded with' those in yOur daily books1~Certainly it would . 

• 

4th June'1850. 

195. WHAT,is the next entry in YOUl'account 1-A ,credit of R's.6,073. 6. 6. on ~cc~u~i of 
inland postage of country'lette'rs despatched. This item,'" 'added to the subsequent items' of' 
postage on Europe letters despatched by steam, corr~sponds exactly with the e~try in the 
abstract daily cash accou!!'! ~ under the bead of post-paId letters despatched. . 

The next credit entry in, the monthly'cash account is Rs. 329.10. {or post-paid gazettes, 
corresponding with the entrY' in the daily abstract; all the other items of credit ~n the 
account, except those which are 'no'minal or mere transfers, corresp~nd with the entries .in 
the, daily abstract; except those coming under the head' of beari~g postage on ship and 
steam letters received. The entries under this head, as in the case of bearing 'postage'on 
inland letters, already explained, do not represent actual'realizations, but the entire 'amount 
,due, the amount uncollected being held in 'ipefficient: balance. Thus, the total am<?unf due 
on ship and steam letters' received ,in Octob,er 1849, after '4educting' on account of remaining 
and (orward letters, was 'Ra. '4,556., ll~ 6:, ~~d the amount' 'aue fol' the preceding ·ni,onth,. 
but unrealized at the end 'of 'it, 'was Rs. 'Z82. 1 O~ 9., making a total aemand for ~he' inon'th. 
pf Rs. 5,339. 6. 3.; from this, if the actual realiza~ions, amounting to Rs.4,139:14.; as 'per 
.abstract, be deducted, thllre remains Rs. 1,199: 8.' 3., which is the amount held in inefficient 
balance at the end of October on account'of stEiam'and ship letters. ' , "~' : 

196. You have already stated, that y'ou are not aware that any' a:dvantagf" is gained in the 
case ~f 'country bearing letters by this mode of keeping the account; is there any special' 
reason for adhering to the practice as respects shIp and steam letters 1-N one that I am 
aware of; ,it may-be, that the accountant to the Government requires the amount of gross
postage. due on steam letters to be entered ill the body of the monthly cash 'account, in order' 
~hat he: may know what sums to remit to Her Majesty's Government, and it is under 
JDstruc1lOns from the accountant to Government that 'the entries are so made.' ' " 

197. But would -not this ohject be answered equally by showing the gross amount'in a, 
memorandum 'attached to the cash 'account, in the same way 'as it is done in Mofussil offices 1 
-Undoubtedly; a memorandum of 't hat kind would show the O'ross'amountofpostage due 
on's~p and stea~ 'letters received du~il!g the'month; but'I am ;ot prepared f.o.i\ay that'the 
practIce of enterm~ t~e gross amount lD a memorandum, and only the actual collections in 
t~e body l)f the cash account, would afford a greater degree of security against misappropria-' 

I tlOn than the pres~nt system. • , • ," " 

'. 
.• Inland postage on country letters 

, Ditto on Red Sea and South _ 
, ;;tearo postage OD, Europe letters, 

Ditto on foreign letters - _ 
Ditto !In Europe, per I!team ": 

British -packet postage' - ' 
L • ! • ~" 1 > 

, 198,' But 
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198. But ~t w?uld not afford a less degree of security1-No; the degree of security would App, (D,), No. I. 
be the same In eIther case. 

199. Has any correspondence passf'd between the accountant to Government and the Evidence. 
Postmaster-general, regarding this system of keeping the monthly cash account 1-Yes; 
about two 01' thr!e years ago the accountant propo!'C'd that we should show a separate 
memoralld um of Europe lettel's at the foot of our cash account; but an answer was returned 
that this could not be done, for reasons stated in the correspondence, , 

200, Do you remember what those reasons were 1-Yes; we have no m~ans of obtainin ... 
from the peons satisfactol'y accounts of the different kinds of letters on which the bearin~ 
postage brought to account daily is collected, and consequently 1 could not confidently 
state how much bearing postage had bf'en collected durin~ the 1110nth on Europe letters 
how much on inland country letters, and how much 011 ship letters, The aross amount of 
bearing postage brought to credit in each month is, I have no doubt, correct, but I have no 
confidence in the detaIls fumished by the peons to the treasurer when making their daily 
payment.o;, as they frequently make mistakes, Besides, in the accounts rendered by the 
peons to the treasurer, no distinction is made between ship and steam letter postaO'e so that 
there are po means whatever of knowing how much is p~id on account of one,'" a~d how 
much on account of the other. The only kind of memorandum of bearing postage I could 
prepare would be one of steam and_ ship postage CClm bined, and even then I should have 
no security beyond the peons' statements, furnished to the treasurer's podar, that the 
realizations dId not include postage off inland letters, or that bearil1O' postage coJlected on 
ship letters Jlud not been paid in as po"tage on inland letter!'. ~ 

201. Can you suggest any means of securing accuracy in the accounts in this respect, 
and of bringing all realizations of bearing po~tage to credit under their proper heads 1-
The only way would be to make the peons keep a separate account of each kind of bearin ... 
lett('\', and of each kind of postage due upon them, and even then I should have no confidenc~. 
on the accurlicy of the peons' !'tatcment<;. 

202. Would it not be possible to make the peons ,k('ep aCCQunts of the bearing letters 
delivered to them, showing the different kinds of postage due upon such letters, so as to 
maJ.e it an ('asy matter to check their daily collectlQns, and enter the amounts under their 

, proper heads ?-Some I ime a go I mad("a proposition of this kine! to the Postmaster-general, 
who referred it to the heads of the other departments of the General Post-office for I'eport, 
and thevobjected to it on the ground,; that the delivery would be greatly retarded by such 
an aTral;ge~ent; and also, I think, that the peons, being illiterate, would be unable to keep 
such complicated accounts a~ would be necessary. 

203. Then I am to understalld, that the accountant to the Government has no means of 
ascertaillin~, from the accounts rendered to him by the General Post-office, how much of the 

• gross bearmg posta!"e due 011 Europe steam letters is actually collected, apart from the 
general collections of beal'in~ postage on all kinds of letters 1-No, he has not; he can only 
tell the amount of bearing postage due on Eumpe letters; he cannot tell how much of the 
bearing postage collected during ti.e month is on account of steam postage. 

204. Are any accounts rendered to the LQndon General PoSt-office from your department? 
-No; ,they are rendered by Mr. Deefbolt~. The accounts rendered frOID that.,department 
show the steam postage due fill' the whole of the Presidency, whllreas my accounts show 
only the amount due for letters deliverable ill Calcutta; I should rather say, that a deduction 
of the steam postage due on letters for the Mofllssil is made in the monthly cash account 
of the General Post-office, and only the amount due on account of Calcutta letters is 
credited. I am furnished every month by the Ship and Steam Department with vouchers, 
showino' the different kinds of !'team posta$e due on letters deliverable in Calcutta, and 
accordi~g to these vouchers I make the several entries in my account. 

20'5. In the monthly abstract of receipts is a column headed "Inefficient balance," 
exhibiting fOl' the month of October 1849 items amountmg to Rs.69. 10.; but there is no 
corr('sponding entry in the monthly cash account; explain this 1-Thl'se are items of ad
vance previously made, either on account of other offi.;:es, or for temporary purposes, and are 
mere transfers trom inefficient balance to cash. The items appear III the iuefficient balance 
Wltil they are adjusted, and then th?y di~appf'al" , 

206. On comparing the treasurer s dally cash aCCClunt fOI' the 30th September 1849 With 
the monthly c~sh accoUl~t for October 1849, I.obser~e, that though tile ~ash balance agrees, 
there is a conSIderable difference between the mefficlellt balance shown In the two accounts, 
the former showing Rs.2,570. 13.6., 'and the lattel', Rs,7,324, 12. 11.; explain this 1-
The daily cash account is merely ~ record betwe~1l the treasurt'r,and the Postmaste~-general, 
and the treasurer does 110t hold blmself responsIble for sums paid under thp. authorIty of the 
Postmaster-general, and therefore does not hold them in Ius inefficient balanc~, th?ugh they 
have not been audited; but the Post\llaster-gen~ral ca~not ~har~e ~hese ~ums In hiS monthly 
cash account v.itbout audit, aud they are accordIngly "ept tn hiS mefficlent balance. 1;Pe 
difference between the amount of inefficient baI.lIIce ill t~e two accounts represents th~ 
unaudited contingent charges of September 184!)~ and prevIous months. . ' 

207. Th,e postage nominally chargf'd on servIce and fre,e covel's ~unl!g t~e month IS 

entered in the body of the monthly cash account on hoth sldes?-lt IS; It !1l1ght p,erbap's 
appear more conveniently in the &hape of ~ memorandum at the foot; thiS, I beheve, IS 

the practice in the M ofussil Post-office accounts. 
208. Does the General Post-uffice exercise any check or control over the accounls of the 

Mofussil Post-offices1-None at all; the ordel's of Government are, that the accounts of 
Mofussil Post-offices should go direct to the accouutant to Government; but a monthly 
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d f . ts d disbursements is ~ubmitted from each Mofussil Post-
abs~rac\~~:P~~m~:e~:.. ':;::rl's i:formation. This memorandu.m is not used for p~rposes 
office fo bit g. th Postmaster-general a genera.l Idea of the transactions of 
of account, Tuthmere Yt 0 give eto my department. 1 file them. and enter them in a book. 
each office. ese re urns come • f h M fi ·1 P -t ffi 
A t d ny years arYo to check the accounts 0 teo USSI Os -p ces n attemp waR ma e ma ., . 
with each other but it was abandoned as a failure.. . C I G 

209 Mr. De~fholt .. has stated (~o. 159), tha.t on shIp letters. gomg :,r0!D- tie eneJ"al 
Post-~ffice via Bombay, or any other port, inla!ld and .o~twlI:rd lShlp post~ge IS charge~, hut 
the whole amount is credited to inland postage w~th?ut ~lsttnct\On; would It not be practicable 
to separaw the two postages in account r-No dlstlDctlOll can b~ made so long as ~uch l~tters 
are received in the Inland Depal·tment, as th~y h~ve no es!ab}lshment for the pUlpOS~, but 
such letters ought, in my opinion; to be received III the Ship and Steam Department,Just as 
ship letters coming to Calcutta through o.ther ports pass thr01!gh that department. The 
inland and ship postage due upon them might then be .charge~ 10 account separately. 

210. Does the amount credited to Bengal by the Lond?n General.Post-office, on account 
of steamer letters sent to and from places beyond I~d~a, appear m the acc,ounts of" tl.e 
Gelleral Post-office 1-N 0 it does not; the duty of remlttmg steam postage to England rests 
entirely with the account~nt to Government. There has been some eorrespondence on the 
subject between the Postmaster-general and the accountant. 

211. You stated above, that the amount credited in the monthl.>: cash acc.ount as postage 
Ou post-paid,letters corresponds exactly with the am(1un~ enter~d In the dally absY·act; do 
you wish to qualify that statement 1-The statement Itself IS correct! but the amount 
enterea both in tbe abstract and in the cash account of Oc~ober 1849 IS not the ,amount 
actually received, but the amount due on letters posted ~ul"1ng ~b~ mon~h. A part of ~he 
amount due., viz., Rs.349. 7. 6., is not actually pai~ and IS held m mefficlent. balance. bemg 
postage due from the ploprietor of the Hurkat:U. Pres~ for lett~rs posted dunng the month, 
which he is allowed to pay in arrears. The prlVllege, IS not e~Joyed by all;yother person. . 

212. Explain the sy!:item, of ageney cheques 1-1 he ~uperUltElndent WIll be better a?le 
to explain this than I.; it lB in his hands. "The cheques are only taken to cover bearmg 
postage. 

4th June 1850. 

PestQlljee Dhulljeebltoll' Esq. 

213. You are a member of the firm of Dossabhoy Framjee, Cama & Co. 1-[ am; that 
is the llame of the Calcutta firm. The name of our corresponding Bombay firm is Bomanjee 
Framjee, Cama &. Co.; there is also a corresponding firm in China. 

214. You are l'ngagecl chiefly in the opium trade 1-We are, and we correspond chiefly on 
our business with Bombay and China. 

215. Can:.'yau give me any idea of the extent of your correspondence with Bombay 1-
Every day in the yea"]' we write, on an average, two letters to Bornbay, and receive !"ather 
a larger number. Our average postage account. is from Rs. 30 to Rs.5tJ every month. All 
the letters I have to send to Bombay we enclose 'In our letters to OUT correspondents. Were 
we to send eacb'letter separately, the postage would be 1uuch heavier. ~ometimes, when 
news from China arrivl's affecting the 'Price of opium, or on an opium sale day, we have 'fa 
write circulars to. various 'Parties in Bombay;" these we lithograph on slips of thin paper, 
and send them under cover to out' cOTrespondent~, by whom they are distributed. 'Ve some-
times send as lI1any as 50 or 100 of these slips in one letter. ' 

216. Does tbl' present rate of postage to Bombay prevent you from corresponding as 
freely as you would if it was lower !-We have no objection to the rate of pos~age on 
~uarter tolah letters, but it would be a great accommodation to us if there wel'e one or more 
intermediateweigbts between a quarter tolah and one tolah, on which a proportionate charge 
would be made. At present. if a letter weighs the least above a ~uarter tolah, it is charged 
as one tolah, and this leads to the doubling up of letters, so as' to avoid the payment,of 
postage. ff thel'e were separate Tates 'for a quarter tolah, a half tolah, a three-quarter tolab, 
and 0!le tolall, and after that an additional rate for each quarter tolah, the systl'm of 
enclosmg letters,which now prevails to a great extent, would be much diminished . 

. 217. If the postage of letters to Bom~ay were reduced to one anna, or to anything con
Siderably lesSl than at present, do you thmk the numbel' of letters would increase 1';'" Yes 

, I, have no d~)Uut it would; if ea<.oh letter were to be charged one anna fora quartel· tolah, w: 
slIoulq certainly send all {Jur letters separately, and should not think of encloslIlO" them to 
our correspondents. The Ilumbel· of letters would also grf'atly increase. A'reduction to 
two annaa a quarter tolah would also, 1 feel assured, grl'atly increase the present ,amount of 
conespondence. 

218 •. Do y~u usullily send your letters and newspapers bearing or post-paid ?-Always 
post-paid. . 

219. Do. yo?, think Ill,e public would object t~ pay postag~ in advance 1-1 ,nyself should 
have no ~bJectJon, as I a. ways pay postage now In. advlI;nc.e, and I am of opinion that no one 
would object to a compulsory pre-payment, espeCially If It were accompanied by a reduction 
in the rates of postage. • ' 

220. How many mercantile houses are there in Calcutta who keep up a re~ular cor
respon~ellce 
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respondence Mwith Bombasyh?-;There are about nine Bombay houses in Calcutta; but besides App, (D.), No.1. 
these, all the arwarree rOLls of the .BurraBazar have a correspondenc.e ~ith Bombav and 
also some of the European and Jew firms. • • Evidence. 

221. Do you think that the publ~c would have any o~jection to use stamps for the pa\'
m~nt of ~ostaj!;e,. such. as they have 111 Engl.and 1-1 do not think that the people would 
object to It, provujed It were properly ex plaIDed to them by proclamation, anJ by the circu
lation of printed papers ill; the native languages, showing the nature of the chanue and the 
'advantages to be expected from it. <> • 

222. Where is your residence, and how far is it from the Genera.l Post-office ?-Our 
residence is in Doomtollah-street, about a furlong frOID the General Post-office. 

223. At what o'clock do you usually receive your letters1-Atabout 10 A. Ill.; my servants 
attend at the General Post-office, and receive delivery (rom the peon there. 

224. Have you ever heard of delay on the part of the peons to deliver letters ?-Yes 
1 h~ar complaints; th~ Burra Bazar people ~omplaill. that in consequence of tlle peon~ 
havmg to collect beanng postage as. they delIver the letters, the morning delivery does not 
take place in that quarter until 12 o'clock. The llumber of delivery peons is insufficient. 

225. Do you eve" heal' uf the peon~ extorting money from parties to whom they deliver 
letterl'l1-1 never ~eard of the peons ~xtorting money by force, but I believe they receive 
presents from partIes to whom they ciehver letters. Those who grve them presents do it 
willingly, in the expectation that they will get their letters sooner. If the usuat present be 
not given, the peons will not hurry themselves t~ deliver the letters. We send for our letters 
to the Gt'neral Post-office, and therefore do not ~ive the delivery peon anythinO' more than 
an occasional present of one or two rupees on holidays. 0 

226. Have you any'complaint to make regarding the hours of delivery and receipt at the 
General Post-office 1-lt would be a very great convenience to us if the morning. deliverv 
took place at 9 A.M. instead, of 10 A.M., and if all letters received at the Genel'al Post-office 
before 4 p.M.'were delivered Oll the same day. On Sundays also great inconvenience is felt, 
in consequence of there being no second dehvery~especially on the daJs preceding the opium 
sales, whicb are almost always held on Mondays. The mercbants are very desirous that, 
on such Sundays at leastt the packets received before 4 P. M. should be delivered the same 
day, and they also wish, that on opium sale days, there should be a special delivery of the 
Bombay dawk at 8 A, M. On tbe arrival of ships from Cbina, Singapore and Penang, jf the 
mails reach the Post-office on Sunday before 4 P. M., it would be a great accommodatioQ to 
the mercantile community if the ·lettel's were delivered the sanle afternoon. The only 
alteration in the present plan of receipt which 1 have to propose is, that on opium sale davs 
letters "hould be recei~'ed at 'the General Post-office up to 7 P. M. without payment of ally 
·fine. 

227. Are you aware whether there are any pl'ivate dawks in existence in India 1-1 believe 
there are native dawks in the stat~s of Rajpootana; but I am not aware of the existence of 
any snch dawks in this PreSidency, or in any of the East India Company's territories; but 1 
will make inquiries on this subject. 

228. Have you ever lost any letters sent by post, or have you ever heard other parties 
complaininu of their letters not arriving1-..We have nevedost a single letter, and I have full 
confidence that every letter I put. into the post will reach its destimitlOn. 1 have never heard 
any complaints from other parties that letters sent by dawk have not been received. 

229 •. Do you ever send or receivtl private expresses 1-1 sometimes receive them from 
Bombay; they general~y arrive from ~4 to 3~ hour~ before ilie ~egular dawk. My only 
complaint regarding prIvate expresses IS, th~t un medIately one arrives a.t the Gene.ral Post
office it is known to every body, and the oDJect of sendll1g the express IS thereby In a great 
measure frustrated. The arrival of expresses at the General Post-office ought to be kept 
strictly seCl'et. 1 have heard Ramjee Hurruckchund, olle of the Bombay opium merchants, 
say that on one occasion: a private express which he sent f!'Om hence to. Ajmele, or some 
pla~e in that direction, through the Post-oJIice, arrived at its destination a few hours after 
the ordmary post and that this happened to him on two occasions. He applied to the 
PostDlaster-genet~al for a refund of the express postage, and obtained it in both cases. 

4th June 1850. 

Baboo Ram Anund. 

230. You are gomashta and managel' of the house of Tarachund G~nesham Do~s,Shr"ff,. r 
-I anI. The principal fll'm is Tarachund Goorsamul at Ramgurh III Jyepool" .. The Cal
~utta correspondinCT house is Tarachund Gunsharn Doss, and at Bombay tb~re IS anothel' 
corresponding hou~e of 'farachund Seeta Ram. 'Ve have also c?rrespo~ldlllg houses at 
llenares, Mil'zapoor. Delhi, Agra, Muttra, Rutlam. In~OI'e, l\Iundleslf, Anll'ltser" Jullu~dur 
and J yepore. Our pnncipal business is in bullioll, bills of. exch!lnge, ~hawJ.s and OplUlll. 

~e have also dealings in piece goods, and we do a large bus~ness In marane, rIver and land 

Insul·ance. d f h ell ? w 231. 'Vhat is the extent of tlle correspon ence 0 tea cutta lOllse.- e newr 
l'e.nd less than five letters a day, aud frequently many more. 'Ve used also to send a large 
number of bapuhy parcels, but since we lost some gold from a parcel sent by banghy, we 

87. 0 3 B 2 ha\'e-
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• • d I bles b' that mode of conveyance. Up to 18~8 we used to pay· 
App. (D.), 1'0.1. have c~ase':kto lS~~O ;ay~:r in b!na-hy postage, and otber houses did the l>ame, but for ,the 

~ore t an \' d emplovin<r the bana-hy altogether. If there were any proper' 
Evidllnce. 'ast yearhwte avel ceaset hy the ban"'ghy would arrive safely, I should employ it again as ; 

security t a parce s sen I b t R 2" th b . 
lara-el as ever. All my letters are sent bellrill!!. b~t pay a ou s. a a mon on earIng 
I '" Y . 'd b me I'n Calcutta' All the bullion I now have to Fenq up the country I etters receive y • I I ld . f ,th d f 
send by the J'iver st~amers. ,If the banghy w~re secure, .. ~ lOU pi e el at mo e 0 con~ 
ve ance, even though the cllarge WE.'re nlUch hlghel' than It IS. . ? . ' 
~32. If the rates of postage were, lower, would your ~orrespondence mcrease .-At present 

our pl'actice is to enclose all letters fur the Upper Provmces In a !etter to our cO\"l'esponde?ts 
at 'Benares. By this means a considerable amoun~ of postage IS saved. It would not be 
worth while to do thi~ ifthe postage were reduced to one or two ,~nnas for a qu;"tel'tolah. 

233, Undel' what CIrcumstances was the parcel ro\;>bed to wluch you ~Ilude .-About 11 
months ago 1 sent by the banghy dawk to Benares a par~el ,~bout. teh Ill~hes 10,ng by ,five 
inch'es wide an<J deep. In this parcel ,were gold,leav7s, weIghl~7 Sicca weIght 161.2; The 
gold was folded up in cloth, a,nd then l!l a.quantlty of straw •. lhe whole was t~lell sewn up 
in canvas and pitched. Outside the pitch was a cover o~ whIte cloth sealed With 17 seals; 
I got a ~eceipt from. the General Post-office. On the arrival of the parcel at'Bena,re,!;' the 
gunny, bag in "wbich it "Vas wrapped and sealed at the General Post-office was IlninJured; 
but when the parcel was taken out, the seals ~ere found brok~n, and the ~os~master ~ent it 
immediately by a peon to our corresp~ndent,s office; they refused to receIve It, and It was 
accordingly returped to Calcutta: on Its amval here, the Postmastel'-gene;al sent fOl' me, 
and a"ked me,i( the parcel ",a~ .mine; I answered that the parce,l was mme, b,ut th~t the 
seals had been broken; ,the parcel was ,then ,?pelled, ~ml the Postmaster-gen~ral hllnself took 
out two pieces of lead, from the place In willch I had put t~e gold. the ~elght of ,the lead 
was a little less than the 'Weight of the gold I senl. ' I applJed for .some time ,for reimburse
ment for my loss, but without success. The very sallie day a parcel ~ent by Hursamul ' 
Ramchund, containing gold leaf and. bars, was also.openeu and', robbed In the sallie way. 
From 1838 up to that "time I continually sent packages by banghy, but since that, I, have 
entirely ceased doinp' so. In Illy ,opinion the robbery, was committed at the General, 
Post-o~c~ before th; despatch of the dawk. I went. there repeatedly o~ tbis, ~c~asion, 
and sa\v that the business of the Banghy Department. waS not conducted III a satlsfacto\'y 
magner, and that faci)ities existed there t01' robbery by,the persons who make up.the parcels 
fol' despatch. 

6th June 1850. 

,11f. Simeon. 

234. Do you wish to add anything to the statement you made before me on the 27th 
ultimo?-Yes; with reference to the answer I gave to question 101, I wish to state that 
nearly all the mistakes which occur in my department durin!! the despatch of the mails are 
owing to the broken and dilapidated state of the fumitute in the despatching room, especiallv 
of the 'pigeon-holes ~n which the letters are placed after being sorted al1d registered.. Some 
of these pigeon-holes are a great deal too small,and they are insufficient in number; letters 
fOl' many :Post-offices having to be placed ,in small heaps on.the table~, and on the top of 
the pigeon-hole shelves, instead of in separate boxeF. .The pigeon-holes are arranged in a 
most inconvenient manner, without any attempt at order 01' regulality. and the label\! of many 
of then~ are WOt'11 off Ilnd illegible, so that none but ,a practised eXaminel' ,cQuld know into 
\\hat plge011-hole to pnt the letters addressed t14 some places; and" as it is, mistakes fre
quently occur from this circumstance. Only last night a Jetter was left out of tue Chitta
gong packllt; in consequence of the broken state of the pigeon-hole, it had ,fallen through, 
and was only found after the packet' was closed. 

235, Have you e~eI: brollg~t t~lis state of things to the notice of the Postmaster-general 1 
-1 have had OccaSlOll to pomt It out to the Deputy Postmaster-a-eneral, but nothing has 
been done beyond temporary repairs of the old pigeon-holes. t> J 

2:~6, Have YOll a~y further remarks. to make 1-Yes; 1 wish to ,;tate, with reference to 
my answer to question 104, that great delay arises in the receipt of service letters ill conse
~uence of large numbers of them comina- £I'om public offices Without beiuo- sorted' if they, 

t d ' I d' h'" '" , were sor e lU t Ie 01' er In w ICh they are entered in the receipt book, a great 'deal, of time., 
would b~ saved~ It sometimes happens that one or two hundred letters are sent frem one 
office a~d entered.in one recei,Pt book, and the labour of comparing each letteI; with the cor~ 
respondmg entry 111 ~he book IS very great. , 

2~7, Do you eonsl~er that any us~ful ouject is ga~ned oy giving a separate receipt for each , 
SE'fVIC~ cov~r; would If. not answer .lust as well to filve one receipt for the total1)umuer of 
lette.rs received f!'Om each office 1-lt wou~d answer ,every useful purpose i( l gp.ve a gross" 
l'e~elpt fOl' the whole; the subsequent, regIstration would afford sufficient means of ,satis
fYl11g the ~ender, as to ~he despatcb of ~ny particul~r letter i I have sumetirnes dune so, when 
l1l:uch pressed With ?usl,ness; Qut I have been adVIsed by the superintendent invariably to 
gl\'e a separate receipt 1n the book fOl' each service packet. , ' . 

23e. is the room in which, the mails are made up for despatch sufficiently lighted at 
mght?-. ,_ 
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night 1~No; .thle comPhlaints of insufficient light are frequent; the assistants complain App. (D.), No.1. 
al~llost every mg It that t ey cannot see to do the work properly, and mistakes arise from 
this cause also. In the whole room the~e are about six or eight single wall shades, and on Evidence. 
the tables there .are a few wax candles Without shades, some on small ricketty candlesticks, 
and some on ~hlllums ; .but the greater part o~ the li~ht is from small oil-lamps, burning on 
the tables, which 1 consider uns!lfe a.'! well as IOsufficient; the lights are supplied by con; 
tractors; when 1 .remonstrate With them .on the badness of the light, they reply that they 
cannot afford to !)we better. 

239. Havel'ou ever brought this to notice 1-Yes; 1 have reported it to the superin
tendent, and believe he has also remonbtrated with the contractors. 

240. Have you ever made any official report on the subject 1-N o· but 1 think 1 have 
mentioned the want of sufficient light to the Deputy Postmaster-O"en~ral. He has taken 
notice of it, and things have mended for a few days, but not perma;ently. 

241. Is. the c~ntractor bound to supply a certa!n .number of lights every night 1-1 am • 
not acquamted With the tel'ms of the contl'act, but It IS generally believed in the office that 
the contractor is bound to supply as much light as is necessary; this he does not do; he 
genel'ally brings the usual numbel' of lights at the becrinninO' of the evening, which number 
I think insufficient, and in the course of the even~na 'hi~ servants take away the liahts 
gradually long befol'e they can properly be dispensed ';ith. Thus, when the work of "'one 
division closes, the lights are taken away from the fable, and tile room is left in comparative 
darkness, though the examiners of the other divisions are still employed. 

242. How long do you attend office each day 1-From 10 A. M. until all the mails are 
packed up and most of them despatched. This is gencrally about 7.30 or 8 P. M., but on 
the days of the arrival of the steamers I am detained in the Steam Department until a !Duch 
later hour, sometimes all night, and am again obliged to attend early in the !Doming to assist 
in diJ-ecting the forward newspapers., And on the same:> evening, which we call the for
ward bight, T am generally kept to a later hour than usual, sometimes to 10 or 11 P. M. 1 
llave occasionally been from 34. to 36 hours ill attendance at the Post-office with only two 
hours' intermission. 

243. Have you frequent occasion to' refer to the registers in order to trace missing letters 1 
- Y e3, generally fl'om foul' to five times in a week, but 1 do not I'ecollect a single instance 
in which a missing lettel' waS not found. Such inquiries are 'usually made by persons who 
do not 'receive immediate replies to their letters, and throw the onus of inquiring the cause 
UPOll the Post~office, instead of wl'iting a second letter themselves. It invariably happens 
that the missing letter is found to have reached the addressee in due course, and that he has 
neglected to acknowledge it. 

244. Can you give me a list of aU the books, forms and statements used in your de:>part
me nt, with a speCImen of each, and an explanation of its llse 1-1 can; 1 will prepare such 
a list. 

7th June,18~O. 
- , 

Bab'oo NiZmoney J.l[of~eiai. 

245. You are tre&.surer of the General Post-office 1-1 am; I have held the appointment 
for five years; 1 was appointed by Mr. Tayler on the resignation of the former treasurer, 
Ram Chunder Ghose. 1 have given security to the amount of Rs. 15,000 in Government 
promissory notes, and Rs, 15,000 in landed property. The landed property I have pledged 
i~ mv own; it is situated in the town of Calcutta; 1 have executed a security bond pledging 
this propertv, and the bond is in the possession of the Pdstmaster-general. The Govemment 
promissory ~otes have been endorsed ov~r to t11e'Postmasler-general, and are lodged in the 
hands of the sub-treasurer. . 

24~. What establishment is employed in the General Post~office under you, in the Trea
$ury Department ?-There is a deputy treasurer on Rs, 50 a month, two mohurirs on Rs. 10 
-each and two podal's one on Rs. 8, and the othel' on Rs.6. These men are appointed by 
me, ~nd 1 am respon'sible for them. I take no security f!'Orr.' them, but they are dependents 
-of mine, and 1 trust them. The two podars were employed 1Il the General ~ost-offi'Ce before 
Illy time, but as my predecessol' thought them good and. honest men, I retaJ~ed them. The 
~thers 1 appointed myself. I cannot remove the office.rs m my d~partme~t Without the sanc
tIOn of the Postmaster-general, ncr indeed can I appoll~t them Without hiS apf!~oval.; but .the 
Postmaster-general would always approve my nommatlon unless he had .some spe,claI obJ~c
tion to the individual nominated. The 110stmaster-o-eneral has not hitherto dIsapproved 
any nomination I have made; but there have been no ~hanges since 1 appointed the present 
deputy treasUl'er and mohlll'ir", when 1 first joined the offic~. . 

2-1 j.' You also nominate the receivers 1-Yes; I nom mate .the recelvel'S both at ~he 
General Post-office and of the town chowkey~, and 1 am resp~nslble for them, but they giVe' 

se\Jarate security, the General Post-office receivers to the amount of Rs. 5~O each, a~d the 
tOWIl chowkey receivers to the amount of Rs. 100 each. The average datly c.o~lectlOns of 
the General ,Post~office receivers dO' not exceed R". 70 or Rs .. 80 each, and It IS only on 
steamer and ovedand days, when the collections of each receiver. may e~c~ed Rs.1I00, that 
I become really respollsible, because any smaller amount for which they 100ght be .default.el's 
Would be recovered from their own security. When any vacancy occurs, by a recelver gomg 
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1 tJlerw'I'se I recommend a substitute, generally from ~mong the apprentices. 
awaY on eave or 0, • l' h' '1 b t't t fth' k d . 

h ~ d t th ffiee and I become responsIble lor 1m; untl a su s I u eo, IS In gives 
W 0 atten a eo, h' W' h th t' ft· . f h' I am entl'I'ely responsible f()1' 1m. It e excep Ion 0 wo, VlZ., secunty 0 IS own, . b h I G aJ P 
Door achurn Banerjea and Sreedhur Banerjea. all .the receIvers: ot at t le ener ost·office 
and a~ the town chowkeys, have 'given securIty In Company s paper endor~ed 'over to. the 
Postmaster- eneral, and deposited in the general treasury. Those two receivers have given 
security in ~O~u&sil la~ded property, and have executed honds to th~, Postmaster-general, 
pledging theIr Interests In the property. . 

248. Have you ever been held responsible for default on the part of ,the rec~lvers, 01' 11 ave 
any of them ever defaulted in your time ?-There has been ~o, ~efault In Illy time, and, con
se uently there has been'no occasion to enforce my responsibIlity. or .that ~f the recelver~. 
E;ery receiver at the General Post-office has a separate small box In ~hlch he puts hiS 
account bonk and daily receipts .. These boxes a;~ locked up every eve~Ing, after the close 

• of the day's work, and deposited III a large chest In the treasury, of whIch .1 keep the ,key. 
My mohurir remains with the key to lock up the chest, and the ~ext morning the recelvel:S 
opell their boxes in the presence of myself or one of my subordlllates, and make up th~lr 
accounts, This account is then taken tv the Accoulltant's Department, and comp~red WIth 
the registers of despatch. On the account being t~us verified as .correct, the recel~er pays 
the amount into the treasury. If there be any defiCiency, the receIver has to make It good ~ 
·and if there be any surplus, it is credited to GI)!ernme~t. 

249. Does it frequently happen that there IS deficlency'?-No, very seldom, ~nd then 
chiefly on.after packet and express days, when the office IS crowded, and there, IS a great 
press of business. ,. 

250. Were the present receivers appointed by you ?-Not in the Gellera~ Post-office. All 
the receivers are men of old standin~, and were appointed long before my time. One of them 
has now applied for pension, and I have nominated a temporary successor, who will probably 
be confirmed as SOOI1 as the pension is gl'anted. Out of the six town I.!howkey receivers, two
were nominated by me. 

251. What are the salaries of the receivers 1-There are ten receivers in the General Post~ 
office whose salaries vary from Rs.. 26.2. drawn by the head receiver, who has. been abollt 
35 y:ars in the office, to Rs. 17 a month. The salary of the town chow key receivers is 
Rs.12. ' 

252. Is there any difficulty in securing the servi<;es of qualified indiviil uals on these terms? 
-Yes great difficulty. A person to be a qualified receiver must be intelligent, and be able 
to read English, and be a fair Bengali accountant. If he is deficient in these qualifications 
he makes mistakes, and is obliged. to make good any loss arising therefrom from his OWll 

salary. Consequently r find great difficulty in providing tem porary substitutes for receivers~ 
and the receivers themse1ves aloe unable to go away on leave of absence, however urgently 
tbey may require it. , • , 

253. J::Iow are the receivers' payment;; made into the treasury1-When the receivtll"s have 
made up their accounts, they write the total number of letters received during the previous 
day, and the amou~t of postag-e, on a small slip of paper or ticket, bearing the seal of the 
Deputy Postmaster-genelal. This ticket is taken'to tne Accountant's Department, where it 
is compared with the registers and verified. The tickets are then compared by one of my 
mohurirs wjth the account books of tbe..receivers, in order'to detect any sUl'plus, and the 
money is then raid into the treasury. TIle tickets are afterward;; taken by the receivers to' 
the Accountant s Department and there kept. The town receivers close their daily work at 
4 P. M., and send the letters in a locked hox, accom:r,anied with a list, giving the particulars 
of the letters received and the amount of postage. fhe chalans or Ii;;t! are t1)en compared 
with the letters, and the amollntof postage due is communicated to me by a clerk of the 
Inland llepartment. Accordmg to this accoU'nt, the peon who brings the box ffom the 
c,howkey pays the amount to the podal', who gives him a 'receipt, sometimes in a book, and 
sometimes on a loose slip of }?aper. If the sum paid in by the peon be less than the cor
rect a~lOunt, a memorandum IS sent to the receiver by the peon, and the receiver has t(} 
make It good the llPXt day. All surplus is carried to the credit of Government. 

254. How is the postage on bearing letfers paid into the trea~ury 1-1'he peons pay the 
?-ffiount of thei~ daily colIect~ons, und~r the head of Europe and country letters. The former 
IS, supposed to Include all shIp and steam, letters, from whatever part of the wOl'ld they come, 
and ,the latter includes. hearlllg postage all all country letters a'nd banghy parcels. The 
pearmg lUoonshees furmsh my department nel'y day with an account showing the number 
of bearing letters ~nd parcels made over to each peon, and the amount of postage due on 
them. and we ,debIt the a'!lOunt to the several peons in a separate book, in which there are 
48.a:-counts current, one WIth each peon. The peons bring their dailv collections, aud receive 
credit for the same under the head of EUI'ope and country letters and under the same heads 
corresponding credIts are given in the accounts of the Gener~ Post-office. The peons' 
accounts are balanced Irlonth}y; and besides tl~is, we are in the habit of giving a memoran
dum of t~e state of the peons accounts at any bOle whenever the Deputy Postmaster-creneral 
desires to know the amount of bearing postage unaccounted for. C 

255. Do the peons' accounts usualfy agre~ ~ith those furnis!led by the bearing moon
shees 1-1n the gross they do. But the detaIl IS almost always mcorrect becau&e the peons 
are no~ able J.lrope~ly to distinguish between inland and ship or steam leiters, and they con
stantly enter III theIr accounts the postage collected on one kind,' as if it had been collected 
on the other. 

256. Then, ·in point of fact, the amount of bearing postage credite~ in tLl' daily cash account 
under 
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under the several. heads of" tetter:' and It Ship imported" does not represent the exact App. (D.), No. I. 
amount of each kmd of postage ~eahzed, but whatever the peons choose to pay in under 
those two he~ds 1-lt does. ~ut In the monthly cash account, the gross aDlount of bearin~ Evidence. 
postage due IS brou~ht to ~redlt.and ~u~t b~ a~counted fOf; but we cannot give a detail of 
the uncollected portion of It, wbl("h re~alOs ID lDe~cieDt balance, nor can it be precisely said 
under what heads the monthly collectIOns of beanng postage ought properly to be credited. 
The gross balan.ce, howe~er, is perfe~t1y correct. 

257. W o~ld It be_ possible to obtain from the peons a correct detail account of bearing 
postal?e realized 1-Not under the present system of delivery, and the mode in which the 
p~~n.s accounts are kept. Th~ C?0.1y way thllt occurs to me is to employ a person ill each 
divIsIOn, o~ one for every two diVISions, who should be an accountant and supervisor, and 
whose bUSIness It should be to keep a separate account of each kind of postage due on 
every letter, and see that t.he p,eons' daily realizatio!l~ were brought to credit under the proper 
heads. These accountants nllght be employed as 'lDspectors of the peons, and might also 
ac~ount to the treasury for ~he collections of e~ch division, inste~d of a separate account 
bell!g ke{lt, as at present, with each peon. This would greatly Simplify the trltnsaction of 
busmess In my department. 

7th June] 850. 

Mr. C. S. Starling. 

258. You are at the head of the Miscellaneous Department of the General Post-office, 
and in charge of unclaimed and dead letters 1-t am. 

259. What is the distinction between unclaimed and dead letters 1-Unclaimed letters 
are those addressed to parties in Calcutta, who cannot be found. Dead letters are those 
which are sent from the Mofussil for the same cause. The Calcutta letters are never called 
dead letters; they are calle'd unclaimed or remaining letters. 

260. H ow do unclaimed letters come into your department 1-When a peon cannot find 
the addressee of a letter, he makes it over to Pitumber Mookerjea. a writer in ~the Miscel
laneous Department, whose. business it is to receive such letters, and credit the peon with 
them. Pituruber Mookerjea keeps a book for the purpose, which he makes over daily to 
the bearing moonshee, in order that crp.dit may be given to the peons for bearing letters made 
remaining. Pitumber Mookerjea then makes the letters over to me. I keep two books for 
inland letters, one for unclaimed letters addressed to natives, that IS, to Hindus, Mussulmans, 
Parsees and Burmese, and the other for lettels addressed to Europeans and others. In these 
two books the unclaimed letters received from Pitllmber Mookerjea are entered, with the 
date of remaining, the name of the addresseE'., the "tation and date of despatch, weight, and, 
in the case of bearing' letters, the amount of postage. Letters addressed to parties to be 
left at the General Post-office till called for are made over to me by the delivery clerks, and 
entered in the same' books. The daily entries of unclaimed letters in these registers are 
attested by the superintendent, Mr. Botellho. When the letters have been entered in my 
books and compared by the superintendent, they are sOfted alphabetically, and tied up in 
bundles for each quarter. 

261. What measures are taken to find out the addressees after the letters have been thus 
~orted ?-I am always inquiring about them, anJ if any information reaches me regarding 
the addressee of any letter, I immediately follow it up, and either again send out the letter 
by one of the peons, or for\\ard it by dawk. There are columns in my register books to 
show how such letters are disposed of. The postage realized on remaining letters is paid by 
the peons to me, and bv me to the treasurer, who ,uites a receipt in the book. 1 also prepare 
a dally memorandum of postage collected, giving the' date of remaining, the nallJe of the 
addressee, and the amount of postage. This memorandum is entered by Bholanath, a clerk 
in the Shipping Department, in a book which is laid daily befOiE' the Postmaster-general. 

262. What other books do you keep 1-1 keep ~ve other books of unclaimed let~ers, Olle 

for Calcutta sleam bearing letters, one for Bombay steam be\lring letters, two for shrp, over~ 
land and post-paid steam'letters, that is, one for native alld one for European letter's, and a 
fifth for palcels. They are all kept in the same manner, and under the same heads, and 
the same measurE'S are taken to discover the addressees. 

263. 'VIlat steps do you take when, after all inquiry, the addressees 9f unclaimed letters 
are not to be found ?-At the end of every quarter a list of unclait,ne<l. letters an~ parcels 
IS pl'epareq, and pUblished i~ the Calcutta Gazette. . After the pubhcatlOn of thiS list, what
ever letters lemain lire dIsposed or as follows: In S!X months, Calcutta. steam letters are 
sent to Europe, and Bombay steam letters to Bombay, in order that ~e General Post-o~ce 
may receive l'redlt for the steam postage they bear. .Country :,-nd ShIp letters, after bemg 
kept 18 months, are opened to ascertain if they c?,ntam any thm~ of value; and 12 ,months 
after that, are destroyed. Letters found to contam any ,thmg o.t value are kept aSIde and 
registel'ed by the Deputy Postma~ter-g~l1eral, who, I b~hev~, wrlt~s .to the sender. , 

264. Has it been usual to publIsh a hst of all uncl~Imed. Jettels III the Gazette 1-lt has 
not hitherto been usual to publish 4etters addressed m native c~aracters, but these letlers 
are also to be pubh~hed from the 1s~ of t~is. mOllth. .They ha:ve hItherto not been published, 
because they al e so lIumel ous that the eXIstmg estabhslJ~en,t IS not. strong enough to. pre pal e 
the list The nUluber of unclaimed letters addressed 10 tile native character vanes from 
1,500 t~ 2~000 a mOl1th, and the dead letters sent fl9m the l\1of~ssil amount to from 2,500 
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th 0 one occasion I received 6,000 dead ,letters from Monghyr in a single to 3,000. a mon. n I _ ~ 
d d other occasion 2000 from Hoogh y. 

ay. an Hon an d d I tt dl'sposed of in your department 1-As the letters are received 
265. ow are ea e ers , D h ' th M" ' 
h G I P t ffi they are taken to th~ Accountant s epartment, w ele e olUssll 

att e enera os -0 ee, "'fl tl d 
P £Ii d't d 'th tIle amount of beaTln'" postage. ley are len ma e over t() osl-o ces are ere 1 e WI ,'" . 1 d' h 

I h . b k fi r the dead letters in whICh natIve etters are entere In t e gross 
me. ave Olle 00 0 , b 'J h dd 'l'h ' and letters with addresses in English are entered one y one Wit 1 t e ,a ress. ~ gross 
bearin'" ostage due on the letters received at once fl'om each Mofussil Po~t-office IS also 

t d p The native letters are tied up in bundles and labelled, an~, after elghte~n months. 
ilie er:r~ opcned in the same way as unclaimed letter!'. The ,lett~rs wIth addresses lD English 
I i!clude in the quarterly list of unclaimed letters for publIcatIOn, and 1 also endeavour by 
other m~l\ns to find out where they sh~~ld be sent. Dead steam letters are sent to England 
and Bombay in the same way as unclaul,Ied steam letters .. 

266. What is done with letters and llews~apers of which the addressees are found, but 
which are refused for the payment of postage .-They are ope~ed by the Deputy Postmaster
general. If they are letters' sent fl'~m Calcutta, the postage IS demanded ~rom the sender, 
and if from the Mofussil. they are returned to t~e Postmaster of the station from wheb~e 
'they came, with instructions to do the same. If the !lender does not pay the p?s~age, hiS 
letters may be detained. If the sendel' cannot be found, the covers are made remammgt and, 
after a certain time, opened. The newspapers are sold, and the letters destroyed. :Steam 
letters nre sent either to England or Bombay unopened. 

267. What other'books do you keep in your department? 
1st. An address or order book, in which all order.s sent to the General Post-office 

by parties for the disposal of t~eir letters are ent,ered alphabe~i~8;lIy. These OI'ders, as 
they are received, are communicated tp the exammers of the dIVISIOn, and to the Banghy 
Department. 

~d. A check book, the object of which ,is, to .show the amount of postage realized 
daily for 18 months on letters made I'emammg Jn each quarter. ThiS book has only 
recently been introduced, and it contains more uetail than appears to me to be necessary_ 
It occupies a IYreat deal of' time, much more, indeed, than I and the only assistant in the 
department c:n be~tow onjt. The consequence i8, that the book is greatly in arrears. 

3d. A collection b~ok, in which the collections made daily on account of the letters 
made remaining in each quartel' are _,entered. The only use of this, book is to enable
me to prepare the check book. 

4th. Forward book. This is a book in which all letters made remaining in each 
quarter, and forwarded to Mofussil Post-offices, are entered. This is alw required for 
the preparation of the quarterly check book, and is of no other use. 

5th. Book of Gazettes thrown in the dead bag. This is also required for making 
up the quarterly cbeck account, and is of no other use. 

The pl'epal'ation of the check book makes it necessary for me to keep up 24 books, that 
is, four books for each quarter, of \o;hich there must always be six in hand, as the information. 
is carried on for 18 months, ill respect to each quarter. This business alone occupies the
attention of one person for nearly half the day, and still is in arrears. 

24th June 1850. 

Moulav?J Ahmed. 
268. 'VHAT is your profession, and where do you reside 1-:..{ am law officer of the 24-

Pergunnahs, and I reside ill Colingah, one of the subdivisions of the city of Calcutta. • 
269. Where is your native home ?-In the Oude terr~0"ry, about 30 miles from Lucknow. 

The name of the tdwn is'Sufeepoor. , " 
270. Have you much correspondence with parties in the North-western Provinces 1-

Yes; I frequer:tly receive letters from my friends and relations from Lucknow, Cawnpore,_ 
Umballa, Delhle, Lahore. Paniput and other places, and a!! fl'f>quently I send lettf>rs to those 
places. These letters I invariably receive and send through the Post-office, and by no other' 
means. 

271. Is your cOlTespondenc~ usually sent bearing postage or post-paid 1-Jt is sent both 
ways, but more gene!ally heanng postage. We ge~erally send OUI' letters -bearing postage, 
because we have an,lmpres~lOn that they are more likely to be faithfully delivel'ed. A Post
o~ce peon may deliver a p~st-pald lette~ to any o~e, or he .may throw it away or destroy it. 
Without m~ch fear of detectIOn, but he WIll be careful to dehver an unpaid letter to the.right 
addressee, m ordel' that he may recover the postacre. 

272. Has it evel' happened that letters sent by;r to you throucrh the Post-office have been, 
los.t, or ~ave failed to reach their destination 1-Y es; it ha,; ofte~ happened that my fricnds 
have written to me to know why I have not answered their letters when in fact I have
never received them. It-vf>ry frequently happen.s that the C~lcutt; deliv:ry peon:, if they 
do not find a pel'son at home, return the-letters mlended for him to the Post-office and then 
they are not. heard of again. A few month!!, ago I we\Jt to Serampore and H~oghly fur
change of all' fi'r about three weeks, and durmg that time several post letters were brought 
to my house, but, because I was not there, the lettera were not delivered althoulYh 1 had a. 
s~rvant in the house ready to ree~ive them, and to pay the postage. This I ha"ve learned" 
Slllce my I'eturn~ froI? the peon hllllself. He tells me that the letters whicfl arriveu in my 

absence-
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absence were returned to the General Post-office, and sent back to the places from whence App. (D.), N'o. I. 
they came. . 

213. Have you inquired at the Post-office ahout these letters ?-No, I have not; I was EYidence. 
satisfied with what the peon told me. 

274. Have you complained to the Postmaster-~eneral of the conduct of the peon ?-No. 
275. Have the letters sent by you to places 10 the interior ever miscarried 1-1 have a 

slight recollt:ction that on one occasion a letter of minE' did not reach its destination; but 
this has not happened more than once, and that was about two years ago. I think the lost 
letter was addres8ed to the 8uddE'r A meen of Gya. 

276. Do 'you find that letters directed in English are delivered in Calcutta with greater 
care than those in the Persian character 1-Undoubtedly; letters addressed to the natives in 
the English character and language are invariably dehvered if the addressee can be found, 
and the peons do not return them to the General Post-office until they have ,taken every 
means to discover the persons to whom such letters are add:essed. But about letters 
addressed in any native language, the peons take very little trouble, and return them to the 
General Post-office without making any sufficient inquiry. It would be a great satisfaction 
if letters of \\hich the addressees cannot be found VI ere returned to the sender, but at present 
they are never heard of. \ 

277. Are YOll aware that Ij.list of alllettE'rs of which the addressees arenotfound is required 
by law to be published in the G3zelte, and that letters addressed in English are invariably 
so publishf'd '1-1 VIas not aware of this. No doubt, if a list of unclaimed letters addressed 
in the native language were properly published, many letters would be' claimed by their 
owners which are now never heard of. But it is of no use publishing such a: list in the 
Gazette, as 110 native, except some of thpse connected with Government offices, ever sees 
the Gazette, The only useful and effectual'way would be to print a list of such letters 
separately, and distribute copies to be affixed at the receiving-houses and other conspicuous 
places i,n Calclltta, and to furnish copies of the list to every Post-office in India. 

278. At what hOllr do you I'eceive youI' letters daily?-About 3 or 4, P. M. These are 
the letter ... of the first delivery~ The letters of the second delivery rearh me vrith those of 
the first dehvery of the followin'g' day. I very often receive letters one or tWO days after 
they reach th~ General Post-office. 

279. Are the letters delivered at your hOllse by tht: ~ost4>ffice peon of the division, or 
does he employ other persons for the purpose 1-80 far as 1 know, the letters are always 
delivered at my ho-qse by the Post-office peon in person. 

2eo, Do the Pocot-office peons extort money or r.eceive presents from those to whom they 
deliver letters ?-Yes; from some they receive monthly or anuual presents; from the poor 
people, or those who do not often receive letters, they demand two pice for every letter., 
The peons, having to account daily ror the po~tage on bearing letters, keep a monthly 
arcount with some persons, I'eceiving the postage at the end of every month, and charging 
at the rate of two pice a letter for the accommodation. The peons often rettlse' to deliver 
letters to poor people unless they pay two pice in addition to the authorized postage. My 
custom is to give the peon a small present of a rupee or £0 on Mussulman holidays. 

281. Do the public pay this extra tax to the delivery peons willingly?-The richer 
pClltlOn pay willingly. If they were not to do so, or were to complain against the peon at 
the Post-office, they would apprphend delay in the delivery of their letters, and that their 
letters would be returned as unclaimed to the 'General Post-office. The extortion is felt 
severely by the poorer class of people, but they do not like to complain. They cOD!lider 
the payment of a few pice a less evil than the trouble of complaining, and, moreover, they 
do not like to injure the peon. Everybody would do the same if he were in the peon's 
place; and there is a general disinclination amongst the public to complain against others 
for what they consider a trifling matter. ' 

282. What amount of postaore do YOll pay in the month 1-From four to five rupees. 
283. Are you ever preventel from writing by the high rates of p0!itage for long distances 

wbich are now in force1-Yes; frequently. I should write much oftener to my correspon
dents in the Upper Provinces if the postage were lower. The rates of postage for long 
distances are very severely felt by the lower c1a'ls of natives who come to Calcutta for 
employment as servants. They are frequently unable, for months,. to corrt:spond with their 
families, not having the meaIlS to pay the postage of a letter. . 

284. What would be the effect of reducing the postage on a letter to the Upper ProvlDces • 
to one anna 1-1 have no> doubt there would be a vast incrf'ase of correspondence. 
Thousands of pe.'sons who now scarcely write at all, or do so through private hands, would 
write monthly or oftener, and those who now make use of the Post-office would do so to 
a much larger extent. . . 

285. Would the people object to compulsory pre-payment of postage1-:-They m~ght, If 
the present rates continue, but if the postage be much reduced, they ~Ill not o~J.ect to 
pre-payment in all cases; nor will the correspondence of the country be, III my opmlOD, at 
all affected by such an,arrangement. . 

.' 286. Would the peopl~ ~bject t9 the use of stam ps, such as are now used m England 1-
No; not if they were readIly procurable at all places. The ,use of stamps would afford 

. assurance to the public that their letters would not be destroyed by the dawk moonshees 
for the sake of tKe postage. . . 

287.' You have stated that your home is 30 mIles from .Lucknow; ho.w do .letters reach 
your home from that place 1-They are addressed by me to the care of fl'l~nds In Lucknow, 
'and nre forwarded by them to mv home at Sufeepore by a cooly or cossld. The expense 

87. . . 3 C or 
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£ . h 1 tt from Lucknow to Sufeepore is grcatc.r than that of co.nveying 
o conveying J e e ers know even under the present rates of postage. , 
them from Calcutta to Lue, I ffi t Sufeepore ~_ Yes' there is a chowdry who 

288. Is there any Govel nment 0 cer a , , " . b f' b 
d

'l d k- t L know on the Kmg of Oude s servIce, y means p nUJee s sends a al y aw 0 uc, . 
or sowars. . . ld b'· t .' 

A 
. t lett taken by t[us dawk 7-No; but It wou e a glea conveDlence 

289. re prlva e ers . d hIt 
if the were even if a-small additional cbarge were rna e o~ cac et. e;.. " 

y H • ol'respondents ill the Lower ProvInces, residIng lU the Inteflor or 
290. ave you any C h fi' t . d . 

d
.' d' t e r.rom any Post-office 7-Yes; I ave, or lUS ance, a correspon eDt 
Istncts at a IS anc jJ. ' 'b 'I fi C 1 d t D h Itt where there is no Post-office. Dehatta IS a out 40 rol es rom. ,a. ~u.tt~, an 
~hen~v~r i' wish to send a I~tter there, I post it via Bagundee, from whence It IS carrIed by 
a cossid at an expense of SIX annas. . d d d I' d b 

I W ld it not be a great convenience if letters were reCeIve an e Iver~ at t e 
o~e 'thanon~bs, and if they were c~I1ected and delivered in each village by the chowkedars? 
~1t would he a very great, con vemence, and a valuable boon .to the peop!e. I know of n() 
objection to the arra.ngement. The chowkedars, and thannah people, might dema.lId m~re 
postage on letters than was properly due; ~ut thIS would be a less evIl t~B:n that of bemg 
unable to send or receive letters at all, Without the ,expense of a special messenger: I 
cannot venture to calculate the probable conseq~ence of,such an .arrangement, combined 
with a reduction in the rates of postage, ,but I, belIeve the mcreas,e III the n:umber of letters 
\'I(ould be very great. There is not a village In the Lower, Provmc~fl, or In, the whole of 
Hindoostan, In.which there are not on,e or nlor~ p:rsons havmg occaSIOn to wrlte,Ietters, but 
prevented from doing so for want of proper faCIlItIes. 

26th June 1850. 

Baboo Ram A.nand. 

292. ARE you ~ware that, t~e receipt of bullion and valua.ble !lrticles for ,despatch, either 
by dawk or banO'hy is prohIbited 1-1 am; but, for the convenIence of thiS mode of can ... 
veyance, I have bee~ in the l~bit of sending bullion by the banghy, without mentioning 
the contents of the parcels to the people at the Post~offi.ce. 

293. Since you were examined before me on tb,e 4th installt, have you se,ut any bullion 
by da.wk banghy?-Yes; I have sent fly-e packages of gold bullion to Benares~ and have 
hea.rd of {he safe arrival of four of them. I shall probably hear of tlle safe arrIval of the 
fiftb by to-day's, post, 

294. AI'e you, in 'the habit of sending bank notes by the dawk ~-No; I never send 
bank notes by post, but I sometimes receive them from Jhe interior. No instance has 
occurred of bank notes sent to me by post being lost. 1 make my remittances to the 
North-west invariably in gold bullion, and either send it by the dawk hanghy or by the 
ri ver steamers. I greatly prefer .the former., because of its greater speed,. and shou!d always 
employ it but for the fear of loss by plunder. . . 

:295. Would it be v. cO;Qvenience to the public if facilities were given for remitting bullion 
by the baughy? ...... Yes; a great convenience to those w~o de~l in bullion, as we do. We 
would gladly pay any increased amount of ' postage whIch mIght be thought necessary to 
defray the expense .of rendering the conveyance as secure as possible. At Bombay, 
letters containing money and valuables are received and registered on payment of a sma,U 
fee, and when such letters ar.1'ive at Calcutta, the parties to whom they are addressed bave 
to sigh a receipt foc the same. Why sho!Jld not the same practice be introduced here? 
. 296. Do parcels addressed to you remain in the Post-office till called for, or are they 
taken .to your house by thl? d~livery peons 1 ...... They ar~ taken to my house by the delivery 
peons, At present I onl) receIve from tM Upper ProvInces small parcels of shawls, out if 
I.am satisfied of, the security of the bangby, I shall instruct.our correspondents to. remit 
bullion again by that mode of conveyance. 

297, ·Do you ,usually send your letters bearing or post-paid 1-We usuaIIy send them 
bearing postage. We consider that they are mpre likely to be delivered if there is postage' 
to he received for them, than if the postage were paid beforehand. 

298. Would you object to a rule requiring postage to be pre-paid in aU. cases l ...... Not jn 
the least. Provided the letters arrive ,in safety, it is a matter of no consequence to us whether 
tbe postage is paid in advance'or not. _ , 

299. To what extent do you suppose your c,orrespondence would increase if postage were 
redu,ced to one anna fo!, eyery letter not exceedmg a quarter tolah in weij!;ht, without reference 
~o ~hstance 1-My belIefls that my correspondence 'Would be at least four times as great as 
It lS at present. To places where I now send a letter a week, I should write every day· 
and letters which l now send under one cover, to save the postage, I should send unde~ 
:separate covers. 

30~. How many servants have you on your establishment who are residents,of the Upper 
Provlnces ?~I have 30 or 35 such servants. 

;301. ,Have, ~ey left their families at their homes, or brought them here 1-They have all 
left theIr famIlIes at home. ) 

302. Do they cOfl'espond with their families 1-Yes, they do, as often as they can. 
303. Do the present rates of postage prevent them from r.orrp.Ill\(mdi,w" with their families 

.as often as they wish to do 1-They do to a very great extent: These people are quite 
" unabJe 
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unable to pay the postage themselves, and therefore I pay it for them out of the funds of App. (D." No.1. 
the house.. They come from five or six different villages, and I make those who reside in 
the sa~e village all write their letters on small bits of thin paper, so that the whole may Eviden~ 
not weIgh more than a quarter· of a tolah. About 30'or 40 bundles of letters are sent in 
tbis manner eTery month. 

304. Would the correspondence of these people increase if the postage on each letter 
were to be reduced to one anna 1-Undoubtedly it wonld. Each man would write at greater 
length, and separately if he could; and more letters would be written. The senders would 
then be able to pay for letters .themselves, in addition to those which the house would 
continue to send for them. A similar increase would take place in the number of letters 
sent to them from their homes. . 

305. What number of residents of the Upper Provinces of this rank of life do you 
suppose are now in Calcutta 1-1 cannot say; but there must be a vast number of them. 
I should su.ppose that one-thi:d of the population of Calcutta consists of persons whose 
homes are 10 the Upper Provinces, and whose correspondence would greatly increase if the 
rates of postage were lower. There are about 300 Marwaree dealers of different kinds in 
Calcutta, all of whom have separate establishments; and besides these, theTe are about as 
many Hindoostanee dealers, besides Parsees and Jews, all of whom reside at a great distance 
nom Calcutta, and carry on their dealings with distant places. The. correspondence of' all 
these dealers would mcrease under a low rate of postage, pe.haps m a greater proportion 
even than mine; because, their concerns being less· extensive, small sunIS are a greater 
object to them than they aloe to us, and they have consequently felt the pressure of the 
present rates of posta'5e more than \'I e have~ 

[The system of postage stamps, as in force in England, was then thoroughly explained to 
the witness.] 

306. Would you object to the use of postage stamps, a~ now explained 1-1 should have 
no objection to the use of stamps; but, on the contrary, I would gladly use them, conceiving 
that they tend greatly to the convenience of the public apd of the Post-office, and to the 
security and speedy despatch of the letters. 

307. Do you think the public generally would understand and readily make use of postage 
stamps 1-1 have no doubt they would. There might be some little difficulty at first, but 
in the course of a week the system would be understood \ly every one having occasion to 
write a letter. The change should be carefully explained to the public by meanS> of noti
ncations, &0. If the introduction or postage stamps Were accompanied by a reduction 
in the rates of postage, the people""'ould connect the two, and consider it an inestimable 
boon. 

808. Would any objection be felt to the discontinuance of the practice of giving receipts 
for letters 1-N ot if there was' no postage to pay; that is, if all letters were sent bearIng 
a postage stamp. But so long as there is postage to pay, the receipt cannot be dispensed 
with; otherwise we have no security against the dishonesty either of our own servants or of 
the receivers at the ·Post-office. It would also be necessary to have a registration for 
valuable letters, so that the public, on payment of an extra fee, if necessary, might ensure 
that any parti~ular letter would be conveyed and delivered with care. 

309. Are there, to your knowledge, any private·dawks between Calcutta and the North
Western Provinces 1-N 0; I know that there are none; if there were, I should not be so 
anxious to send my gold by the Government banghy •. 

310. Are cossids employed to carry letters o~ parcels to the N orth-W estern Provinces 1-
No; a cos sid takes 20 days to reach Bena~l's, and. the Government daw~ takes five 
days. No one ever thinks of employing a cossld on a hne of road where there IS a Govern-
ment dawk. • 

311. Are you in the habit !If sending -exprel'lses by the qover!lment dawk 1--:-0ccasionally 
to Bombay. It is only on oplllm business that any neceSSIty arises for employmg expresses. 
:Bombay expresses arrive about 38 to 40 hours sooner than the regular dawk. 

312. Do you usually post your letters a,t the ~er.eral !,?st-office or at a receiving-hou.se 1 
-Invariably at the General, Post-office. fhere IS a recelVlPg-house at Chore BB;gan •. whIch, 
though not very near, is nearer to· us thaIlJ the General Post;>ffice; but w~ .conslder It more 
secure to send our letters to the General Post-office; and, beSides, the recelVlng-house;;; close 
sooner than the General Post-office. ' 

313. If a receiving-house were established in the Bur~a Bazar, would it be a convenience 
to the residents there and would they make use of It ?-Undoubtedly they would. In 
former days, when the'General Post-office was in Chowringhee, we always posted.our letters 
at the receiving-house neal" the Mint. . . ' ~ 

314. Do you ever hear of letters, addressed to persons. m Calcutta, not bemg dehvered .-
Letters addressed to individuals are frequently not delIvered; and I have often ~ear.d of 
persons receiving letters to inquire why they have not answered ~oi"IIler commumcatlOns, 
when in fact they have never received them. The peons take no pams whatever to ~nd the 
addressees of native letters, but jf the persons addressed are not at once ~orthcomlng, the 
letters are returned to the General Post-office" and no one hears anythmg more about 

them. ~ ddt tb 315. Are you aware that from 100 to 200 native letters are ret~rne every ay 0 e 
General Post-office as unclaimed 1-No, J was not aware of the tact.; ~ut It pl'oves f!!Y 
assertion, that the peons take no pains whatever to find out tIle parties to whom natIve-
letters are addressed. . '. h b . d h 

316. Can yo~ suggest any remedy for thiS 1-Yes; a person mig t e appOInte to eac 

8 
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uarter 'of the cit , ~hose bu~iness it should be to 6n~1 out the addressees of letters which 

(he peons failed ~ deliver, or a list of such letters mIght be prepared, and posted at the 
principal places in the city. ' .. I I' d I . 

317 A that the law requires the publIcatIOn of at unc alme etters 10 the 
• re you aware I h h't I' d I tEl' h Gazette after three months 1-1 am aware of it, but ~ oug t 1 app Ie CI!- y 0 ng IS 

Jetters, never having seen any native letters mentioned, In the G,azette; but It yv?~ld be no 
use publishing a list of native unclaimed letters in the ~azett.e, as not ~me person 10 100,00? 
ever reads the Gazette. A better plan would be to prlD.t a lIst of nat~ve lette.rs, and ~fHx It 
at the receiving-houses, police thanahs, and other consplc~oUS pla~es In the cIty. . 

318. How far is your house at Ramgurh from the ~Iearest • ost-office r-The neale~t 
Post-office is at Bewanee in Zillah Rohtuk, about 60 ,mIles ~rom Ram!?;urh .. , T~e dawk IS 
.carried from Bl'wanee to Ramgurl~ in two days by a MahaJune~ dawk, .WhICh IS lUan~ged 
by our cOl'respolidents; the charge is two pice for each letter, without reference to weIght. 
We do not undertake to carry letters of more than fou~ or five tolahs. , . 

319. Does any profit arise from this dawk 1 ...... Yes, It more th.an pays Its expenses; we, 
take great pains to induce people to make !lse of It i we manag~ It by contract. The ,dawk 
is carried by,runners who are employed by the contractor. . 

320. Have you any su~gestions to make for increasing the security of the ba~ghy dawk 1 
-1 recommend that the Government should guarantee senders of all parcels against loss by 
robbery of the Post-office sP,I'vants, .charging such, additional postage as may be suthcient 
to cover the risk. r should be wllhn& to bear th~ loss of l'obbery on the road by per .. ons 
unconnected with the Post-office; but if the robbery. is committed by cutting open the seals 
in such a manner as to I~ave no d~ubt that it is the- work of people in the Post-office, then: 
I think the Government ought to be responsiblfl. J would also recommend that some better 
arrangement be made for the secuI'ityof parcels sent 10 the General Post-office to go by 
banghy, by placing the department under a tI'ustworthy officer, and so contriving to arrange 
the room!', that. the' workmen employed to make up .the banghy packets should be under 
the eye of the superintendent, and unable to conceal anything fl'Qm him'; at present, the 
workmen have opportunitil's of m,aking away with the contents of banghy parcels without' 
much chance of detection by the superintende~t: the room in which the parcels are tllade 
up is separate from that in which the superintendent sits, and is moreover very imperfectly 
lighted. .1 have also to recommend, that when sufficient weight for one day's banghy has 
been re~~ved, all further parce!s should be refused; at ,present, all pallcel,s are taken up to 
4 P. M. every day, and if there are to,o ma,ny for the banghv, they are detained until the next 
day, thus increasing the facilities for tampering with the-contents of the packages. , 

321. W.ould it be a convenience to *he public if the Post-office were available for the. 
remittance of small sums 1-Undou~tedly it would be a very great-convenience; and numbers 
of people who now have to remit moneY,to their ,famifies at great risk by private hands 
would remit i't through the Post-o~ce; the facility thus aff'orded 'would be taket1 advantag;' 
,of t9 a large extent. 

26th June,,1850. 
, I 

t3abho Siteokishen Dass. 

322. You are got,nastah of the firm of Hursamul 'Ramchunder 1-;-1 am. 
323. In. what part,s of 'India have you bus!ness connexions 1-The principal finn is at' 

l~amgurh In Jy~poo~, and we have cofrespondmg and branch houses in alinost every con
SIderable t~wn In HIndoosta~. We have corr~spondents at Ajmeer, Jyepoor Amritser, Cash
mere, DelhI, Furruckabad, M lfzapore, Benal es, Agra, Calcutta, 'Ghazeepore, Patna, M onghyr, 
JungypoOl', Bombay, BhownuggerU(m Goozerat), Indore, Rutlam, and some fifty 01' sixty 
other places. ' 

32~. I~ wha~ does.y~ur bu.si?ess chiefly consIst ?-We are Marwaree shroff's. Our busi
ness IS chIefly m remItting bulhon a~d hoond~es, but we also deal in opiulll, "hawls; precious 
~tones and other valuable merchal1dlz~; we have also a good busIness in land and river 
IDsurallce. , 

325. What i~ 'the, extent of your monthly correspondence 1-1' am in the habit of sending 
all letters ~earlDg posta~e, but 1 pay from Rs.25 to Rs.30 monthly on letters bearin 
postnge, dehvered to me In Calcutta. 1 used to pay frOll} Rs: 120 to Rs.150 a month o~ 
ba.ng~y pos.tage for the conveyance of parcels; but since the robbery which took place la t 
year, In whICh l suffered as well as the house of Tarachund Gunsham Do~s I h.' sd 
to employ the banghy.· ., ave cease 

326. You have been present during the examination of Baboo Ram Anund d h 
a~peare~.to ~oncur generally in tl~e answers he has giyen to the questions put to hi~ a:n do' a6~ 
wIs,h to slgmfy your conrurrence In all that he has saId 1-1 coneur entirely in all tl y 
wlllCh Baboo Ram' Anund has given, and I considel' the effects he anticipate~ fi Ie allsdwers 
tion of the present rates of postage to an uniform rate of one anna for a qu' rt . tlOI mh a rIel uc-. IF' - ,a er 0 a WI cer-
dt~~ltl Ytl'nfi~ue. hromthmy own Jexperlence, I Jud~e tha~ the corresp<,1ndence between hfaces 

It; all 10m eac 0 er more t l~n 40:) .or 5QO miles W!1l at least ~e quadrupled.. i l' 
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28th June 1850. 

MooTl8kee Ameer Ali. 
327. WHA:T is you\' profel!sion, ;nd where do you r~side?-I am a vakeel of the Sudder 

Court; I resIde. at Mehnd)' Baghan, in Colinga. 
328. Where IS your natIve home1~At Barb, in the Patna district. 
329. Do your family reside in Calcutta or at Barh ?-My immediate family reside with 

me here, but my father and brothers and other relatiolls are at, Barh. 
~30. Do ~ou keep up a correspondence with your family at Barh 1-Yes; I correspond 

constantly with them. We receive fl'om five to ten letters every month from Barh, and write 
as many from hencet ' 

331. What postage do yon pay on letters to Barh 1-A sinale letter weiahing le<;s than 
one quarter tolah, is charged three annas; a letter weiahina e more th~1l on"'e quarter tolah 
but less than one tolah, is charged six annas. l:> e , 

332. ,Does this rate of postage preven~ you from 'Communicating with yvur relations, or 
th~~ with you, as often ~s would otherwl~e be1-No, I cannot say that it prevents us fro!!}. 
wI'lbng ali often as we wIsh; but the servants and dependents who are with me in Calcutta, 
and who mo~t1y. ~ome fro~ ~ehar, are certainly prevent.ed, by .the neceo.p.ity for paying 
postage, from wrltmg t? their friends, and they generally brwg theil' letters l;o me written on 
small scraps 0' very thm.paper, and ask me to pllt them under cover of tho:>e I write to my 
relations. 

333. How many servants and dependents of this description have you in Calcutta 1_ 
Some ten 01' twelve. 

334. Do you think .that these persons would corl'espond more frequently' with their 
relations if the rates of postage were lower, say one anna for one quarter tolah 1-( have no 
doubt they would, apd my reason for thinking so is, that other servants I havEl, who reside 
at Hooghly and other pldces witlun 100 miles of Calcutta. and who have onlv to pay two 
pice for their letters, write very frequently to their families. • 

335. What is the extent of your correspondence with your clients ?-I do not write less 
than 100 letters a. month" possibly more. I canfllot exactly say what amount of postage I 
pay; but I generally send letters to my clients bearing postage, and they generally post:'pay 
their letters to me. The majority of my chents are natives aut! resIdents of Behar, but a 
good many of them live in :Bengal, 

336. Is yoqr business correspondenc,e restricted at all by the present rateg of postage 1-
Not so far as I am concerned, as I write to my clients as often as I think necessary, 
'Charging them the postage; but if the rates were lower, I think it very probable they would 
write to me, more frequently, and that I should have to answer their letters. 

337. What, in YOllr opinion, would be the effect of compulsory pl'e-payment of postage 1-
It would, probably, have the effect of dimilllshing the number of letters written. Many 
letters relating to the business of the person addressed are now sent, bearing postage, which 
would not be sent at all if the sender had to pay the postage in advance, It is now cus
tomary, when an officer in the Mofussil is promoted, for his friends to write and congratulate 
him; but they would not do so if they had to pay for it. Tbel'e are st!veral of my clients 
to whom I should not write so often as I do if I had to pay the postage, because I should 
not feel certain of ever receivin~ the amount. Another ill effect of compulsory pre-payment 
would be, that the public would apprehend that their letters 'Yould not be so certain to reach 
their destination as if they went bean"ng postage. More pains are taken to find the addressee 
-of a bearing t.han of a post-paid letter, ~ecause in the fOfIller ,case there is money to be 
reaIizelI, but not in the latter. 

338. But supposP. compulsory pre-payme~t to be combined with a reduction of the rates 
of posta~e, do you think the publi~ would objec~ to it ?-Pe.rhaps not, if they were assured 
that post-paid letters would be delivered as certamly as bearmg letters; but I should appre
hend. at all events at first, that compulsory pre-payment would tend to diminish the number 
of letters. ' 

339. What distance is your house from the Post-office at Barh 1-It is within a few yards 
'Of it. 

340. Is there any delay in the delivery of letters at Barh 1-None; when I was there a 
short time ago, the letters were delivered ve~y s~ortIy after the ar~ival of the dawk. 

341. How are letters delivered in the Mofusstl at places more'(hstant from .the Post-office 
than the limits of the delivery?-The moonshee or P9stmaster employ~ a hlt'ed messenger 
to take the letter to its destination and the person to whom the letter IS sent must pay the 
hire of the messenger, and the po~tage of the letter, if unpai~, befor~ it is delivered to hlln. 
The expense of conv!ly'ing such a letter from the Post-office to the resl<lence of the addressee 
is not less than four 01: six anuas. . ' , 

342. Do the delivery petlns in the Mofussil demand anythmg, for the dehvery of letters 
beyond the authorized amount of postage ?-Not that I am aw~re ~f. 1 never even heard 
that they extort money from any person by the threat of not dehvermg the letters. . 

343. Has it ever happened that any)etters sent by or to you by post have been lost 1-:
Never; but on one occasion a banghy pa~cel I s~nt from Calcutta to Barh ,never re~ched Its 
destinatioll. It WI\S traced 1'0 Monghyr, where It appears to have been mlsappropllated by 
the dawk moonshee, or one of the P?st-~ffice se,rvants. 1 was asked by t~e Postl.naster
gelleral if I would prosecute the party Imphcated III tt~e robbery, b~t I declmed domg so. 
This happened aLout five or six years ago. I have In my possession the corresponden~e 
which passed on ~hat occal!ion between me and the Postmaster-~eneral. and can produce It. 
, 87. 3 c 3 . 344. Have 
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1'T h d compl<>l'llts that letters are not delivered in Calcutta to parti~s 344, ~J.ave you ever ear... . d "bI' h 
h h dd d ? No' all letters addresse to me mvarla y leac me, and I to w om t ey are a resse ,- , "h h 

never heard anyone complain that it was otherwlse Wit tern. , 
345 At what o'clock do you receive your letters ?-At all t1~es; ~ut generally at 

, t' [ t them at 8 A M I cannol tell to whlCh dehvery these letters 4 or 11 P.lI!:.; some lIDes ge . • ,. dd d I' 
beJoD!!, whether the morning or the afternoon., All letters LO my. a ress are e Ivered 

at my-house.' d' dd' , 
346. Does the peon who delivers your letters e,ver ~eman ~oney In a Ibon to the 

authorized postage 1-N 0;' but it is my custom to g1Ve him, and mdeed to, all the Govern_ 
ment eons who are in the habit of bringing letters to me, a p'rese~t tWIce a year at ~he 
Maho~edan festivals of Eed and Bukreed. I never heard of the delIvery peons, extorting 
or demanding money from other people., • 

347. Would there be auy difficulty in introduclDg the use of postag~ ~tamps as a s~b
stitute for money payments, and would they be understoo~ by the pubhc ,-1 should .thlnk 
there would be no difficulty at a11. The nature of s~amps IS ,underst~od by everyone III the 
Company's territories, and there would ,be no mo~e. dIfficulty In applymg them to the postage 
of letters than to any otlier purpose. In my oplDlOn, tbe use of postage stamps ,!ould be a 
very great convenience both to the public and to the Post-office, and would contrIbute both 
to the despatch and security of the letters. 

1st July 1850. 
, 

Bany Madhuh Dey. 
34~. You are an assistant in'the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium ~-I am. 
349. You; in common with other residents of the distric~ of Butdwan, sent me a petition, 

dated the 12th ultinlO, objeding to the arrangements .in force for. th~ deliver~ of letters 
at places distant from the Post-office at the Sudder statIOn of that dIstnct 1-1 dId. 

350. What is the name of the village where you reside, and how far is it from the 
Burd wan Post-office 1-The name of the village is Koormoon, about eight milf's north-east 
of Burdwan. Th!'l village is about that distance from the great trunk road, Burdwan being 
the nearest point. 

351. What postage do you pay on letters sent to your house from Cal,cutta 1-Two pice, 
if. the weight, does not exceed one quarter tolah. 

352. HoVV frequently do you correspond tbx:ough tr16 Post·office with yout family at Koor
~lOon ?-Ve~'Y seldom, because the letters are detained at the- Burdwan. Post-office, and 
are generally seven or eight .days in reaching their destination; on this, account we send our 
letters by hired cossids. We generally send auout eight, Oil' ten cossids.a month, and some
times mpre. The hrre of, a cosljid is one rupee, and he will take. not only letters, but'a 
maund weight of parcels, and money for, our home, expenses, A cossid takes two, or at 
most ,three days to"I'('lach Burdwan from. Calcutta, If we have any important intelligence to 
communicate til our friends at Koormoon" we send a letter to Burdwan to the care of 
some person there,- and request him to forward it to Koormoon. The cost of forwarding 
a Jetter. from BUl'dwan to Koormoon by Ii special messenger. is one anna. Mpst, of the 
parties w.ho have signed the petition have, no agent or friend at Burdwan to whose care they 
could send a letter, and ,they have no, alternative bu.t either to trtlst to the Post-office 
peons or to employ a cossid. ' . 
. 35~. In. the first part of your litst answer you use the plural number in reference to send· 
llIg a cosl!id to Koormoon; how many are tbere who join for that purpose 1-There are frOID 
25 to 30 persons employed.in Calcutta who come from Koormoon alone. There are three 
cossids.who carryon a. regular carrying trade between Calcutta and Koormoon, and take 
letters backwards and. forwards between these people and their fdmilies. TheJhree cossids 
are not in .partnership, but are independent of each ot.her. Each cossid codIell down to. 
9alcutta, and ~ollects all the letters and effects which the residents of Koormoon living 
lU Calclltta deslre tQ send home. If the weiO'ht of the whole does not exceed one maund, 
or what is sufficient for one man's load, he ~aI'ries it away himself; but if it exceeds the 
load of one man, he employs cooJies 01' hackeries on his own account, receiving hire from 
those who send the goods and letters al: the rate of one rupee a maund. '. . 

354. What nU\llber of. letters do you suppose are conveyed by these person~ between Cal· 
cutta and Koorrn.oon in the cuurse of a month 1-About 150 or 200 letters are conveyed from 
Calcutta t? the Village. and about the same number in the other direction. 

355. Are the~e cO$sids a,ware that they are liable to a penalty of Rs. 50 for every letter 
th~y carry for hire 7--1 ~eheve ~hey.are ,not a",are of it. I myself was not aware, of it till 
thIS moment, and I beheve all the other p.arties who have siO'ned the petition are jrrnorant 
of it. . 0 0 

356. If arFangements we're made for the speedy and punctual delivery of letters at Koor
moon by mpans of the Post-office, without any additional charge would you employ the 
P-Ost-~ffice ~Il preference to the ~ossids 1-'-Of course. I should, an'd I helieve that all the 
other mhablta':lts of Koormo.on who have signed the petition would do the same. 

357. What IS the p~pulatlon of Kool'lIIoon 1-1 cannot exactly say, but 1 think there are 
about 600 houses; whIch, at the rate of five persons,to a family, would give about 3,000 
persons, , 

358., Are the other four villages equally, populous 1-.... With the exception of Palasee which 
is about half the size, the o~her villages are. as Jarge and populous as Kooqnoon. ' 

359. How 
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359. How many of the inhabitants of these villages reside in Calcutt~ 1-There are about App. (D.)" No, J. 
30 inhabitants of Palasee residing in Calcutta, and perhaps about 20 or 25 from each of the 
other villages. Evicleiice. 

3~0. ~o they employ cossids in the same way as the inhabitants of Koormoon 1-Yes, 
precIsely In the same.way; and ~ suppose that not less than 150 letters are written monthly 
fro~ Calcutta'to each of these villages, and that as many are received from thence every 
month by the parties in Calcutta. 

361. Sup,eose you have only a le~ter ,to send by the cossid and no goods; what charge does 
h~ make 1-Usually half an anna; but If the letter is urgent and he is to deliver it imme
dlately, he gets all anna or even more; and if he is sent off with a letter and prevented from 
waiting for what other people may have to send, he charges one rupee: 

362. How far are these VIllages from each other7-Koormoon is about a mile from Palasee 
and they are all within two miles of each other. There are other villages in the north of 
Koormoon, and not more distant from it, of which many inhabitants have'likewise come to 
Calcutta for employment. Koormoon is ,the centJ'e of about eight viUages f!'Om all of 
wh~ch several of the in~abitants have migrated to palcutta for employment,' and between 
whIch and the metropohs a constant correspondence is carried on in the manner 1 have 
described above. 

363. Are the letters sent by post delivered in Koormoon and the other villaO'es by the 
regular peon~ of the Burdwan Post-office esta.blishment, or by hired peons 1-By peons'hired 
for the occasIOn. 

364. What is the reason of the delay in sending the letterll from the Burdwan 'Post-office to 
these villages 1-The dawk moonshee waits till a certain number of letters accumulate, and 
then he sends several letters in charge of one hired peon, charging two annas for each letter. 
The two ann as is paid to ,the peon on deljvery of the letters, in addition to whatever postage 
may be due. This charge is most exorbitant, and hence it is that the inhabitants of 
these villages, and 'Of, hundreds of other places in the district of Burdwan and elsewhere, 
make no use of the Post-office, but send thejr letters by means of carriers or hired ser
vants. 'I happen to know that there are four or (ive cossids who come every other day 
frolU Culna to Calcutta, with nothing but letters from the koteewallahs or merchants at' 
Culna to their correspondents in Calcutta. 

365. There is a Post-office at Culna, wIly do the inhabitants not make use of it 1-:
Because the cossids deliver the letters at all intermediate places, such as Bhudesur, 
Bullubpore lInq others, where there is no Post-office; and moreover, the merchants make 
use of these cossids to send their accounts, which would be too heavy to send through 
the Post-office. A cossid leaves Culna one day, and arrives in Calcutta the next. There 
are no relays; one man travels the who\e distance, which is 52 miles. The transmission 
of letters by post from Culna is irregular. Sometimes they are received in Calcutta the 
day after they are posted, sometimes not till the third day after. Letters from Burdwan 
are now received in Calcutta on the second day after they are posted. 

366. Do your friends at Koormoon, and 'the inhabitants of the o~her villages in the neigh
bvurhood, mak~ frequent use of the Burdwan Post-office for sendmg letters to Calcutta !-
No. They only use the Post-office when quick despatch is needed, and when they have no 
eossids at hand; the reason is, that they are obliged to hire a special lUesseQger at an 
expense of' one anna to take the letter-to Burdwan. 

367. Have the inhabitants of these villages correspondents in other parts of Bengal besides 
Calcutta 1-Very few; ,their principal correspondence is with Cal<;utta. • 

368. What would be the effect of establishing a Post-office at Koormoon 1-1 think the 
people of that and the'surrounding villaO'es would universally employ it, and that it would 
more than cove)" its expenses. If a notice'" were issued at the' same tillle, informing the people 
that the conveyance of letters by cossid~ for hire was illegal, no 0!1e wouJd ve~ture to s~nd 
their letters in that way, and the cossrds would cease to exerCise their callIng. 1 thmk 
also that the number of letters passing between those villages and Calcutta would greatly 
increase if a.Post-office was established in the midst of them. 

~69. Do you generally send your letters post-paid or bearing 1,-:1 al~ays send mY,letters 
post-paid. and the letters which come to me from hom,e are almost InvarIably po~t-pald. , 

370. If the Government were to prohibit the receipt of bearing letters by post, It would not 
put. yo~ to any inconvenience ?--N 0; it would be all the same to us, as we already send our 
letters post-paid. 

371. Have you ever heard ofletters sent from Calcutta to Ko.ormoon, or from'KoorOloon 
to Calcu,tta by post being lost 1-From Koormoon to Calcutta no letters have ever been l~st, 
but 1 think that in the course orthe last year or two Ilome le~ters! one or. two perhaps, whlc.h 
1 wrote to members of my family, have not reached their destmatIon. ~t IS on account of tbll;
that I and others now invariably send our letters tel the care of a friend at Burdwan, who 
forwards them and those who have 110 friends at Burdwan very seldom make use of the , 
post. 

372. Do you know how or where these missing letters were lost ?-No; 1 never made 
any inquiries about them, but I believe they were returned to the Dead Letter Office because 
the hired peons at Burdwan would not take the trouble to find out the addresl!ees. When 
I was at :K:oormoon last year a letter was sen t to me from Calcutta, by post, and returned to 
Calclltta by the Dostmaste: of Burdwan, with the remark that 1 was not .to be fo~nd. 
whereas 1 was at fKoofmoon at the time, and I am well known to every one. In that neIgh
bO'arhood. Four ears ago I wus at home on leave for the Doorga .PooJah .. when Mr. 
Torrens then Secletary to the Board of Customs, desired one of the assistants In the office 
to write' and summon me baok immediately. The assistant's letter reached me at Koormoon 

.0 3- c 4 0\1 , q7· 
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• . . ' When I l'eturned to Calcutta, I brought. the.'ci;cum-
on the mnth day after It.was wrltten. I The Postmaster-general called upon the 
stance to the notice of the Postt,nRs:er-genera i the delay and the postmaster was un~ble 

ost naster of Burdwan to explain t.le cause 0 , d d' 
P ~ . fi I f I have got the correspondence here, an can pro uce It. 
to give a

1
satls

h
actory

l
. expthana I~n. Koormoon and how far is it from tbe thana 1-1t is in 

87:l n w at po Ice ana IS , b I . 1 d . K 
thana 'Muntesser, about eight miles ffom the thana, ut t lere IS a plan ee m oormoan. 
Muntesser is in the opposite direction fi:~m BUl·dw~n. . B 'd 

374. Does the phandeedar at Koormoon make hiS reports to the magistrate at UI wan 1 
-N 0; J think he reports to the darogah at Munt~sser. • 

375. If the phandeedar w~re .authorised to receIve I~tters and forward them to the Post
office would the people fill'ward their letters through him 1-Yes, they would. . 

376. Would the publIC object to the use of postage stamps such as they have In ~ngland 1 
-No; I do not think they would,. providt-d arran~emen.ts were made for !lupplymg them 
freely at every place, and explaining. the manner m which they were to be used. There 
might be some little misunderstanchng at first, but the people would soon b~come accus· 
to.ned to them. It might, perhaps, be agvisable to make the use of stamps optIOnal at first, 
if they are introduced int9 Bengs,!. . . 

377. Where do you reside inCalcloltta 1-1 resldem Chore, Bagun. . . 
378. Do you usually.send your letters to the General Post-office, or to the recelVlng

house in the Chitp0re road, at Jorasanko,. ne.ar Chore Bagun 1-0? week-days I send my 
. letters to the General Post-office, because It IS close to the B~ard s office, where I always 
writt: II!Y letters; but on Su:r;tdaJ;s or holidays, when I am n~t .m office, I. send my letters to 
the receiving.house, unless It is after 4 P. M., when the r~celvlllg-~ouse IS. closed. The re· 
ceiving-house is a very great. convenience to tho.se who re~lde near It, especially to those wh() 
have no servants whom they can send a consIderable distance to the General Post-office. 
It w/?uld be Ii great bqon to the i.uhabitants of Ca~cutt~ if the number of receiving-houses was 
greater, and it letters were receIved at. them until 5 0 clock, ~r e~en ~ past 4. The !learest 
receiving~house to that a~ Jorasanko IS 'at Baug Bazar, whIch IS. more than 1\':0 mJles off, 
so that some of the inhabitants of Calcutta must go more than a mIle to post their letters. 

379. At'what o'clock do you receive your letters1-I always receive my letter~ at the 
Boal'd',; office, which is close to the General Post-office, and I receive thein sometimes at 
11 A..M., and sOIl.etimes,not'lill aitel' 2P.M. 

380. Are they generally 'addressed to you ill BengaJee'or, English 1-Almost always in 
Bengalee. ' 

3in. Do you find that those addl'es~ed in English reach you sooner than those !1ddressed 
in Bengalee 1-No, I perceive no d,lfference. 

382. 00 you think that'letters addreslled to English people are 'delivered with greater 
punctuality than those addr~ssed to natives. 1-Ye~. The natives residing in the native 
quarter of the town do 110t g-et their letters until late in the day. The peon wh() brings 
letters to Chore Bagull and Burra Bazar, I have often seen. coming to his beat at 5 P. M. 
,He never comes before 4 P. M. Those natives who receive their letters at the offices in the 
European part of Calcutta get their letters somewhat sooner, but not so soon as the English 
residents of the sallle quarter. , 

383. Do the delivery peons receive money for delivering letters in addition to ,the pOotage l' 
-Yes; those who deliver letters at distant places, such as Baug Bazar, l:)jmlah and Sham 
Bazar, ask uS61ally for one or two pice as bukhshish, but they do not defain the letters if 
this is refused. I have hf:ard and believe that the Mahajuns in the Burra Bazar give 
the peo~!\ a fixed rate (If t\\O pice on every Jetter delivered. They never get bukhshish from 
me "because they know that if they asked for'it, I should complain to the Postmaster
general. I don't think that' those who fee the peons' get their letters sooner than those 
who don't. 

384. Suppose a Post-office were established at Koormoon, you would still employ eossids 
to carry your parcels 1-Yes, we should. . ' , 

3~5. Do you think they would' not continue to carry letters 1-1 can answer*for myself, 
tbat I wou!d never v~nture to se~d letters by them, nor do I think that others would: 

, Mo~eover, If the ~os~l(ls are made a~are ~f the illegality of cont'eying letters, they will be 
afraid to do so: It Will 'make very httle difference to them, as their chief profit arises fi'olll 
the conyeyance of. parc~ls and money. They are not sepal'ately paid for carrying letters~ 
except m case of a speCial despatch, or when they are required to go quicker than usual. 

,386. Yo~ have stated,in yo.ur petition that you are willing to pre-pay two annas for each 
le~ter, provIded they are delIvered at Koormoon without delay or extra' charge: ,do you 
thmk that pel sons re~lding near Calcutta would object to an uniform postage of one anna for 
all letters not ~xceedJOg a quarter tolah, without reference to distance 1-No, I do not think 
they would obJe~t, because, tp.ough. they would have to pay 'more for letters sent to places. 
less than 100 miles! they wou.Jd gam a greater advantage in the cheapness with whicll they. 
could correspond With more distant stations. ' 

387. Is there any road from Burdwan to Koormoon 1-Yes· there is a bridle road along 
which a man can ride on horseback at all seasons of the year.' ' 

38S. Do you ~now of any other villages in your neighbourhood where a Post-office might 
be establrshe?, With the probability: that it would pay its expenses 1-Yes; there are Pun
dooa and Bomchee, on the trunk road between Hooghly and Burdwan, where tbere is no 
Post-o~ce. . These a~e very populous places, and from Pundooa a considerable correspon
dence IS camed on With all parts of Bengal. In Boinchee there are also a great number 
of ""ealthy, people. Amadpoor and IIsaba Mulua are also places where I should think Post-
offices might very advantageously be establi"hed. • 

389~ Has 
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389. Has any application e,.~r been lI\ade for the establishment of a post-office at Koor- App. (D.), N~ 1. 
moon ?-No; we have always wIshed for one, but we had no hope that our application would 
be successful. Evidence. 

8th July. 1850. 

Rq,mkomar Mookerjea,'Dawk Moonshee. 

3~7*. How long have you been Dawk Moonshee at Jessore ?-Ever since March 1837 : 
prevlO~s to that,l was empl?yed in the department of publIc works at Comercolly. 

388 , What IS the establIshment of the Jessore Post-office ?-There is a moonshee on 
, Rs. 20 a mqnt\li ~nd a, writer qn Rs.15: there are also two d;livery peons who each get 

Rs,5 a month. 1 here IS also a person whose proper business is tbat of uddadar at Poloo 
Ghat, but he assists in the sudder office; his salary is Rs. 5: he makes up the packets and 
despatches the letters. " 

389*, How is l~is b1;lsiness at. Pobo Ghat performed 1-The runners are despatched from 
Jessore',and the tIme IS kept by the uddadar of Jingergatcha. There is no occasion for 
the servIces of an uddadar at Poloo Ghat, which is close to JessOle. Formerly there were 
four overseers on the main road: two between Baraset and Jessore and two between 
Jessore and Furreedpore, who each received R,I.10; but in 1845, whel~ Dr. Anderson was 
postmaster, they were changed for eight uddadars on Rs. 5 a month each: I do not think 

, the change was a good one, • 
!l90, Detail the remainder of the establishment1-The moonshee draws Rs.11 a month 

in addition to his s~lary, as allowanc~ ror stationery. This completes the sudder establish~ 
ment, the whole monthly expense of which, including the salary: of the uddadar, is Rs.111. 

391. When was the uddadar brought into the sudder office 1-111 1845, when the uddadars 
were substituted for. overseers. This arrangement has never been reported to the Post
master-general, but the substitution of the uddadars for overseers was reportes{. 

392. Detail the Mofussil establishment of the Jessore Post-office 1-0n the road to Cool
neah there are 12 runners, two to each stage: they are paid at the rate of Rs. 4 a month each. 
There is a writer at Coolneah, whose salary is Rs. 15, with Ns. 3 besides for stationery. 
'There are no overseers on that line of road. There is no separate establishment ofbanghy
burdars on that road; the banghy goes with the mail. When the weight of the banghy 
parcels is greater than the dawk runners can carry, they are sent to Khoodna by hired 
banghyburdars. TIle road to Coolneah is open for runners all the year rouhd. 

On the Calcutta road between Baraset and J essore there are 11 stages. At Baraset there 
are four runners, two for the dawk and two for the banghy, whose business it is to bring 
the mails and banghies from Baraset to Jaggoolee. At Jaggoolee thue are seven runners, 
four for the mails, and three for the bang hIes ; of the former, two bring on' the mails to 
J3elgoria, and two take tbe mails to Daraset; of the latter, two brin~ the banghies to Bel
goria, and one takes the retum banghy to Baraset. Every day two wallets come from 
Calcutta, one for J essore and one for Dacca; and on gazette and Overland days three 
wallets. On'such an occasion the t~o runners make the three wallets into a banghy, and 
carry them. along on a pole between them. Two, banghy loads also come from Calcutta 
e\'ery day, e:l(cept sometimes on Tuesdays, when, in consequence of the bltnghy leaving Cal
cutta on Sunday, fewer parcels are despatched; but even then, parcels which have remained 
behind during the preceding week are sent on. ~ere are seven runners, as above, at each 
of the stations from Jaggoolee to Poloo. Ghat, and they are all paid at Ns. 4 'a month. There 
are four uddadars between J essore and Calcutta: one at J aggoolee, one at Hobra, one at 
.8ongong, and a fourth at Jaduhpoor (Jingergatchea): they each receive Rs.5 a month. 

On the Furreedpore road there 'are 11 stages, at e~ch of which seven runners are enter
tained, as above, except 'at Furreedpore, where ther~ are only four, that being the end of 
tIle line. There are three uddadars on this line, at Pookoriah, Sursoonah, and Baboopore. At 
Jynuggur, between Dhobaghatta and Chand pore, ther~ is !1 post-offic~, with a writer on Rs. 15 
a month, with Rs.2 for statiolle~. At Magoorah there IS also a wrltel' on the same salary: 
he was, until recently, entertamed at Mahomedpore, but the post-office ther~ has been 
abolished, and the writer transferred to Magoora~. The dawk to Magoorah IS detached 
from the main road at the Sursoonah chokey, and IS conveyed to Magoorah by peons, who 
are paid by the zemindars. . ' 

On the Jenada road there are three stages: olle runner IS kept at Jenada to brmg the 
dawk and two at each of the other staO'es to bring and carry it back again. One of the 

,funn:rs at Barabazar, the stage nearest to J es!1ore, takes it both ways. There is no serarate 
banghy here: tbe banghles are carried b~ the dawk runne~s as f~r as they can; that IS, up 
to the weight of one load, and then by lured men. There IS a writer at J enada, on a salary 
of Rs. 10, With Rs.2 for stationery. There are also five runners on the road between dus 
and Kishnagur who carry the cross dawk as far as Chougatcha, and are u~der the post
l1Jaster of Jesso're; but their pay is drawn in the Kishnagur abstract, and remItted to Jessore 

,every month. h' h d'rr. t kh 1 
The rest of the estahlishment consists of payments to the, mang les on t e meren 'a s 

and nullahs in the district nine, in number, two between Calcutta and JessOJe, and seven 
between Jessol'e and Furl'e'edpol'e. Thel'e is no separat~ d~w~ boat kept u~ at these 1,laces. 
but the pavmel.ts are made to the manghies of the pubhc ferries .. 111 the rams a contmgent 
expense is"mcurred In keeping up boats by contract at different places on the road br[ weeu 

:8;. 3 D Jessore 
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b the runner5 find it impossible. to, go. ,The amount. of expense 
fAp}!. (PI). ,N,,!, 1 •• Jessore and F~rreedpore.,w ere v 2 d the same amount .was incurred in, pre-

_ incurred on thIS account 10.1849, Iwas.,u,S .. 1P. ,an 
.Evidence. vious years. 'C I d k t J '1 '1'1 k 

\"
1 t I' b d on tile arrival of the a C'u tta a w a essore, - 1e pac ets 

393. 1a ru e IS 0 serve h' h I b II d 
dd d t th J tmaster are taken out and those w IC lave een co eete at 

a resse 0 e essore pos " d d 'h r h d . 
J r th t d e put J'n and the malls fOl'war e Wit out lurt er etentIon. essore lor e eas war ar, h F' 'd k 
The Calcutta mails' are not detained,more than'a quarter of an our. or~aI pac ets en-
closed in the Calcutta, Dum-Dum and Bal'aset packets, addressed to JessOIe, are not sent on 
until the next day, AIr the dawks from ~he north-west are sent from I;Iooghly to Dum
Dum without passing through' the:. General Post-office, and, 3,,1"e ,sen~ on m the Dum-Du~ 
packet to Jessore. The malls fro~ Midnarore ,and Cuttack ~re ID hke manner e~closed lU 
the Calcutta packet /01' Jessore. ,These malls are always detamed a d~y at Jessore. If tl~e 
Oalcutta mails were to be kept. until they could be taken out and.made mto ,packets Ii)l'thetr 

"destination, there would be a delay of more :than an hour. The .cross malls from Bl).cker
'googe,' J enlida and' N uddea, inten'ded fot the, eastward, together wlth all thE" J essore packets 
for stations to. the eastward (excepL'NohaUa, Magoorah, Jynugger and. Furreedppre), are 
pht up ill a packet addressed td the postmaster of Dacca. ' 

394. At what o'clo~k dq you prepare the dawks for t~l~ eas~ward ?""":'They are prepared at 
12 o'dock, and kept w.a,iting for the Calcutta dawk, "":hlCh amves generally, ~t 2 or 3 P. 1\1., 

"and sometimes noUiIla P. M. The"p~ck'et, hO,wever, JS ~ot finally clos~d until the Calcutta 
'chrwk ~rrives, ill order'that any cross mails arriving previously may b~ ll~duded. " . 

'The Backergu.nge dawk usually, comes ill. about S P. M.; bllt It, IS delayed m rallil,y 
\V,eathe!', sometimes two hours, but npt mare. . . 

'The' Jenada dawk arrives ordinarily at.10 P. M. At this time o.f the ye~l' there IS about 
one or two hours' delay, but ill the,height of ,the rains the dawk IS' sometimes a whole, day 
behind batld .• The Pubna, SerajglUlge and Co.mercolly mails come by"this road, an4 some
times 'the 'Surda p,acket ~ but the l~st geriel'lHly goes via Baul,eab, and rou~d by N uddea. , 

The' Nud'dea .daw~ generally arrIves'at 10 P. M., and there IS no delay; 1t brmgs,the mails 
from Daljeeli.ng, Bel'hampore, Maldah; Bhaugulp0re, Monghyr, Bauleah, Puroeah. Bograh, 
Dinapote, Rungpoor and Assam. I have a list of dawks'tbat ,come 'via Nuddea. 

The Dacca dawk comes..in at 7.01' 8 A.,M., ,and is despatched to Calcutta without delay. 
-The JeSSOl'e paekets fqr 'Calcutta and other stations to ,the westward. are made up at 
6 P. M., when'the office closes. The' ,runners deposit the p~ckets' for Jessol'e at the Post-

. office, and take up the.packets for 'the, eastward. AU letters, for Baraset, Dum Dum, Bar
rack pore and other stations to the we~tward are includ13d by' the postmasters to 'the east

'ward in the Jessore packet, and hence are always detained a liay at Jessore 1 the only 
exception to this is, that a ,se,parate dawk is made up at Dacca for Barrackpore, al}d this 
goes ,on without any detention at; J essore. 'The J enada and 'Backergunge. packets.: for 
'Calcutta are made up separately, 'and if they arrive at, any tim~ before tht" Dacca ,dawk 
:anives, they go on with it to CalcQ.tta; bu~ packets for other stations to . the westwa.rd 
~dfronl' ~hose places ar\! put inside' ,~he Jo68$o1'e packet, ,and are consequently detained till pext 
, ay. 
"'l'h~ Jessorl!' mails, which arrive' during: the night, are not opened ,until the followin~ 
't~o!nmg after 6 'li. M;., exeept: the'CaleuUa' dawk; .for that we remain at .the Post-office' till ~t 
'arrIves. , 

<3'95,' !Whallen'gth of toad is ,thete under the J es sOl'ePost-office 1-

t From~Je$Sore't6lBamset 
',-From J essure t()l Funeedpore 
" From J eS3ure t6 K:Molna • 

From 'Jes~re to ,,J enad a. , -
g:o'l'om J essore to GhO'WgatdI'a 

," .. 

, 
TOTAL 

, 'Mila: 
"i '72 
- • (j6 

- 40 
- '28 
.. '16 

.. ' 211 

'Besides,'there.is n,b~a'l~ch Toa~ to-:~ag:ootah from Soorsoonah, '30 mile~in length. 
, ' 39.,.6" ";hat'estah!IShnle~lt"1S, mamtame~ at,the subordinate post~offices of Nohatta and 
',Bo~oon~.-There IS noestabhshment'J>8.id by Government;' Mr. Forlong at the former and 
"~t. Sa~1 at the Iat~e~'"PI:()vide'for the receipt and delivery 'Of letters. , 
, ,3097. ,How "long IS It. smoe the contract system for carrying the mails was put a stop to?
TheJ~st,c?rrtract'wa~u\ 1837. ':Thesystelll was discontinued because the1>peed of the dawk 
had dlmmlshed, and It was thought that it mio-ht,improve under direct management 

, "398. Has th: sp&ed improved 'Since the dili~ontinuance of the contracts ?-N o. it has not; 
~butthe reason IS that ,the runners'and, udda~aJ's have never been properly looked after, nor 
~n y 'Pr()p~r measures taken to keep them ,,to such a rate of speed as they can without diffi.
lCillty attam. 

'399. What means a;e Jf.~en to obtain a .. bigher rate, of speed from th·e runners l-They a~e 
'fined,suspended and dIsmIssed; and the"uddadars are also urged by the ~ame means. Twice 
-the postmaster has sent me at my own expen~e to Furreedpore to hasten the d k d t' . 
th 'd' t' fC I ' - aw ,an wlce In 
, e Iree Ion 0 a cutta. I succeeded·,on tho~e occasions in bringing the Calcutta dawk 
~n 16 h?urs, at the rate of five miles an hO,ur, and the Furreedpor!l daw kin 12 hours, which 
1S 4! miles an hour. , One mode pf hastenmg the dawk would be to hire a man at each 
'chokey to not~ th~ time ;: at present; there is 'Only one uddadar t'O three chowkeys, and 
..consequently It IS ~mposslble to detect 'where the delay occurs. When I went out to hasten 
the dawk, l establ,sh:d a man at each station, and the result was successful. . 

400. Are rewards glv~n to the 'Uddadars and peons if they: exceed a certain rate of speed ?_ 
, . There 
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"heril'is ~n order ,that they ~il1'get rewards if the Tate, ofspeed exceeds five miles an hour; 
but there IS no speCIfic rate of re~ard fixed,. and nO'rewards have ever- been given. The 
rnnner~ do not ~xpect that they will get rewards, hO!'ever fast they car')'" the mairs. 'flYey 
fear bem,g fin~d; but the fines are not fixed at any glveD rate; th.ey are Imposed 'arbitrarily, 
at the dIscretIOn of the postmaster. The peons OIl" W whole Ime are fined without diso: 
crimmation, though the delay may be the fault of the peons of (me particular chokey. Even 
tbe' time taken from uuda to udda is not I·egarded. but"'tlre peOI;s are tined alonO' the whale 
Hoe, .from J essore to Daraset, if' delay OCCUTS on that _ Une, and 'in like manner gn the other 
fines.' If the peons of each chokey were dealt· 'WitJi' sepa:rately, tHose who exceeded:five. 
miles rewarded, and those who came short of it fined, the, dawk would be carried ·muck 
faster. This might b'e easily managed, without any--udditional expense, byabGIishing'tVl\o 
of th'e chokeys between Calcutta and Furreedpore, and ',employing an uddadar at .elicIt chQkey: 
who should: note the time of arrival in the telegraplt. ' I 

~01. Has any proposal of this kind been ever mm1etO'the Postmaster--general, or,have 
any other means been suggested of expediting' the ditwktr1:""'No; no means 'have been 
S'Uggested or'resorted to, except1.hose {'have already.tnentiolled. 

40~. Have you any othennea-sures to-suggest for ex'Pt'!di(~gthe dawk ~.l-.Only ou SUc11 days' 
8:S the ma,ils nre ove~loaded 011 Q:terland and .. Gazette'~ mg~s. The latter might be divided 
and sent III three dIfferent despatches; but 'ft'1t tHe fo-rm6l'; -and: for the U Fnend' of India" 
new"paper, there is no remedy but- tire employment· of an additional' set of runners to carry 
the upward mails as far as J essore. The additiona.l' expelilse of an eJ:tra runner ,at each 
cliokey would be Rs.40 a montH. There used to be eight runuers as far as Jingel:gatchea, 
but the eighth ronnel' has lieen discontinued since D,r; Palmer became postmastel'. 

9.th,July"l 1850. 

403. Row is the timekept,QIl the cross roads:where,there·are nouddadars?-We have no 
means of knowing anything but the time of starting from,the nearest post.:.office, and the time 
of arrival' at: J essore, and vice 'Verst!. It, is impossible, to 'say'at, what' part of the road 'delay 
occurs. When' delay occurs, the ·runners along. the whole line are fined. There is a post
office at Doulutgunge, on the N v.ddea road, to' which. the jurisdiction of the J essore postmaster 
extendspind we know the time taken by ,the dawk between Jessore and that place. 

404. At what hour are the dawks despatched to Kliooma, Nuddea and Jenada ?-The 
KI;lOolna and Jenada dawks are . despatched, on the arrival ·of the Calcutta mail. They are 
prepared beforehand,.and are despatched with,the mails from Calcutta without delay, just ih 
the'same way as .the mails to· Furreedpore. Inside packets from Calcutta and Dum-DUIIl, 
forwarded in the Jessore packet, ar,e not sent on till the following, day. 

The Nuddea p!!.cket is despatched every evening at seven o~clock in the hot weather, and 
six o:cwck. in the cold weather. It always goes regul;f.I'ly, whether the Easttlrn dawk has 
come in 01' not. . 

405. Do the uddadars along the· Calcutta road receive letters for the post ?-Some of them 
dO; those who are new police thannahs. They are only 'permitted to take bearing and 
service letters .. There are only two uddadars, viz. thOSe> at Sursoonah and Mahomedpoor, 
who are authorised to do this. They are authorised to make 'up packets of bearing 'and 
service letters for any station. I believe they }<.eep .Bengalee registers, but :r, have never seen 
them. Letters receiv~d by uddadars in this mannerwill 'Pot· appear in the 'form B. circulated 
by the commissioner. Letters come· to Jessore from, these uddas, and also from uddas in 
other districts, such as N owabgunge, Mooneat, and' 'fI urreerampore in the Dacca district . 

• Letters sent from an udda to any po~t-office will appear iIi return A. ?f that post-offic~. 
Service letters are sent from the Jessore post-office to uddasJ and are regtstered. Post-paId 
and bearing letters, are not s~nt to ~he uddas. 'The service lette~ sent to the uddas are not 
made into packets, but are tied up,m. bundles. P~cketS>o~'se,l'Vlce letters are:uso sent to the 
zemindaree dawk uddas along the hnes of road m· the district, and are receIved from those 
uddas. These are re!ristered in the Jessore Post-office. On the Furreedpore road there are 
two such uddas, Sulkea and Lohagurh;' on -the Kboolna 'road one, Singhia; and on the 
Jenada road one, Kaloopoor. 011. the· Nuddea and Calcutta roads t~ere ,are no zemindaree 
dawk uddas. Bearing and post-paId letters are never IS(Ult to' the ze1plIldaree dawk uddas, I,lor 
are such letters ever received from thence. 

406. Have these packets sent to and received D·om. the zemindaree uddas been incl\lded in 
the returns recently called for?-Not f01" the fil'SU three days of the month, but for the 
subsequent days they have. I will prepare a supple!llentary return ~or the first three days. 

407. What in your opinion is the use of k.eepm~ up the regtsters?-~h~ only use ~f 
keeping up the registers is in order that pers~ms sendmg !etters may be . sa~lstied that their 
letters have been forwarded; and, if a letter .IS lo~t, that ~t ~ay be ascerlamed whether tl1e 
letter is lost ill the office of' despatch or ~ec~lpt: fhe reglsteIs also. enable th~ postmaster of 
each station to absolve himself of responsIbilIty In' case of a letter bp.mg lost. 

408. How many inquiries are made for missing letters during a year ?~Not more than five 

or !~~. And' how many letters pass through the Jessore Post-ofli~~ in a year ?-Upw~ds of 
a lakh and 25 thousand letters and newspapers pass through the J essore post-office III the 

course of the year. . . d ... ,. 1 ? N . 
410. Does the regIstry afford the means of tracmg an recovelln~ a n~ssmg e!ter.- 0, 

it enables us to trace it from the office of despatch to tlle office. of receIpt, but I~ does not 
enable an 'one to recover a letter which has been made away Wlth, or eve~ to discover the 

8 y 3D:.! person 
7· 

App.' (12.)...No,l. -, 
Evidence. 
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• 'th't Letters 'which have been mis-directed or' mis-sent may 
person who has made away ~ 1. b t not letters which have been stolen. • 
be traced by means of ~e ~~~rs, thU sake of tracinO" five or six missing letters, it is worth 

~1l. D.o y~)U conceIve? aTh~rre ~ ters afford pr~tection to the dawk moonshees, and 
while regIstenng Iy),oo~. 'f] t rily regarding any letter that may be missing; but to the, 
enable them to rep y sa IS ac 0 f' On the other hand they are a source of 
Government and t°U:~:t p~~ple ::t~~bl~ toO th!e~stablishments, and C:f great del~y i~ the ~ 
:ixpenseh to rrrrn r'the E"ails It would in my opinion answer every useful purpose if the 

E'..spatc ant r. ertlh
ved:: number of each kind of lettet, and the weight and postage ,of the 

registers se 10 ' ,,' 

bearing letters. ul . . all 
412. Do ou consider that if prepa~ent of postage was comp SOly In cases, persons , 

who now wJite would be induced to write less frequently than they now do 1-~0, I do n?t 
think so; I believe that just as many letters would be wntten as a~ present, and It would m 
man res ects be a great convenience tQ the department. Two regIsters and sets of,acc,?uij.ts 
wouLI b/dispensed with, and the Post-office would not then have to carry a number of letters, 1 

as it now does, which are refused for payment of postage. A .large number of letters ar~ now 
refused for postage, and it would be better for the Post-office If those letters ;wer~ not wntten; '. 
for even if the postage is eventually recovered from the sender, the letter WIll ~ave been 
conveyed twice the propel' distance, and will, have cost the Post-office a comparatIve.ly large 
sum in the trouble .of endeavouring to deliver the letter to ,the add~essee; I do ~ot thinls that 
the people would object to a compulsory prepayment. . . 

413. Do you consider th.at the present rat~s of postage preve~t people from. writing ~s 
many letters as-they would If there were an'umform.postage of one anna, for all dIstances 1:,"", 
I cannot say what effect it may have, oIl, English re~lden~ who have corr~spondents at a dIS
tance, but I do not think the correspondenc~ of the mhabltants of ~engal IS much affected, by 
the present rates of postage. The great maJonty ofletters fro~ thIS place go to Calcutt~ ,and 
other places within 100 miles; and if the postage to more dIstant places was ever so m."ch 
reduced, there are very few res~dents ~f this d~strict who coul~ take advantage ?f the r~ductIon. 
Very few indeed have connexlOns, eIther SOCIal or commercIal, at II; greater dIstance from the 
station ilian'one or two hundred miles~ . ,I 

4~4. How many delivery peons are there atf:ached to the Jessore Post-office, 'and, how fa~, 
does the delivery extend 1-There are two deliv~ry peo?,s, and they do not go .further tpan .th~ 
town of Jessore, which does not extend more than a mde from the post-office III any dlrection., 
If there are letters for t"llaces more distant than tnat, they are sent by hired peons who charg~ • 
one, two, three or four' pice in addition to the postage, according to distance. ~he hired , 
peons take out letters every day, but they do not go more than four '01: five mIles from' 
the station. Letters intended for persons at' a greater 'distance {rom Jessore are 'generally 
directed to the' care of some person living in' the town. Most of the indigo planters sena 
their own hurkaras to the post~office 'for their letters, and these hurkaras take 'away letters 
directed to other persons living in the same neighbourhood. ' : " 

415. Are many letters refused for postage in this district 1-Yes, about one-eighth of all the 
bearing letters received are'refused. They are all sent to Calcutta as unclaimed letters. ' 

416. Why are these letters not sent to the places from which they come, with a view to 
the recovery of the postage 1...;.:. They used to' be so sent, but they almost inval'iably' come back 
again with a return that ilie-sender could bot be found. Now, for the last'year they have not ,J 

been sent back,'but have been included with the dead letters and sent to the General Post
office. The numbe~ ~f letters refused for postag~ is much greater. than of those whose owners . 
cannot be found. I he reason why the refused letters have' not lately been returned for' 
recovery of the postage from the sender is that the establishment have not had leisure for the 
purpose. It is less trouble to send them all to Calcutta than to send them to all the 'post .. 
offices from which they 'came. ' , I 

417. Is the postmaster aware of this 'change in the' practice of the office 1-1 think not; it 
has 'not been'reported to him. But as the refused letters used to be sent ,back with a list 
which the postmaster signed, and he has not signed any such lists lately, he may be aware of it. 

418. ~ow many letters' are sent in a: year to the General Post-office· as unclaimed 1- . 
In the first six months bf 1848 the number of unclaimed letters, including letters refused for 
postage, sent to all parts of the country, was 796. I suppose the number is about 1,600 a year. 

419. By the Posbnaster-general's circular of the 23d June 1848, postmasters are required 
to open all letters 'refused for postage, and return them to the. sender. How far has this 
order been observed ?-The order has not been observed in regard to native letters, At first 
a few 'Yere' opened and re1n:rned, but they all came ~ack again! the postmasters not, being 
able to find the senders. Smce then they have been mcluded With the unclaimed letters and 
sent to the General Post-office. English letters refused for postaO'e'are opened and retu~ed. 

42? How long is it since you sent any unclaimed letters to th~ General Post-office 1_ The 
unclaImed letters have accumulated since October; the establishment has not had leisure to 
send them.' , 

421. How Ion~ do letters r~main in the hands of the peons for delivery?-English letters. 
for two or three days, and native letters to the end of the month, when the peadahs render an 
account of the postage due upon bearing letters delivered to them, and return those of which 
the addressees cannot be found. The peons pay in the postage collected by them every week 
o~ account .. a~d they make up their accounts every month. , .' 

422., How IS .the postag(! due on unclaimed If:ltters passed in account 1-A list of unclaimed 
letters IS sent WIth the letters to the ~f71~ral P<,>st-office. This !ist is countersigned by the 
Postma~t~r gene~'al, a~d .sent to the Civil audItor,. w:ho pass.es It, and returns it to this post
office. 1 he audited billlS the voucher for the remlSSlOn of postaO'e due on unclaimed letters. 
The postage due on lmcIaimed bearing letters not yet sent to th~ General Post-office is still 

I ~I :: '~ I· ~ - in 
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• in inefficient balance, or.rathel· in the balance shown in (he memorandum of bearing postage 
at the foot of the monthly cash account. 

423. Are anypostage ~c:ounts kept at th~ Post-office with private individuals ?-OnIywith 
a few g~ntlemen a~ the station, such as the Judge, collector, and civil surgeon; a bill is made 
~mt agamst them .at the end of the month. But this is not a Government account. I pay 
mto the Treaswy all post~ge on letters received or sent by these gentlemen before the end of' 
each month, and recover It from them 1I.fterwards. The transaction is between me and tllem 
and I do it to oblige them.' 2 

424. But d~ you not ~ay the postage on the very day on which such letters are delivered 
or .posted 1-No; 1 pay It towards the end of the month, before the accounts are made up.' 
If 1 were not to do so, the amount would appear in the accounts as " Cash in hand ." and if 
large! tll? ac¢ountant w~uld require an expl~ation of the circumstance. Formerly a~ account 
?f ~IS kmd wa~ kept ",?th. all the ~uropean residents at the station, and with many of' the 
mdlgo planters In the district; but the present postmaster has put a stop to the practice 
except in the above few instances. . - ~ 

425. Have you a list of all the books, registers, and accounts kept. in the office 1-1 have 
not; but 1 can prepare one in the course ofthe day. 

OnSERVATIO"S of Dr. C. Palmer, the 'Postmaster of Jessore, upon the Stll-tement of 
Ramkomar ·Mod'ketjea. , .. 

WITH reference to the moonshee's,answer to Question 392, 1 am not aware that the 
runnt;l's car,ry the daw~s.on.a pole between them; but I belieV/i! that they carlY them on suJili. 
occasIOns either on th611' heads, or strung' across the shoulders in the way that banghies are 
usually catTiedl • 

The l\1agora .dawk was detached from.sursoonah (about two miles this side of Boona. 
ghatty) Ilntillately. when a post-office was, established at,Nohatta. Since that, the Magorah 
dawk is detached at N ohatta. 

On the Jenada line all private banghies are carried by the dawk l'Unners, and servi~e bano-. 
hies by hil'ed men. • - 0 

The packets which are sent. to Jessore iru;ide the pack,et from D.um-Dum, and have to be 
detained. ,here a day" might without difficulty be sorted. at .:I;>um-Dum, and sent on in the 
wallets as separate packets, instead of being sent \nside t4e J essore pac~t. 

The mail~ from .L\iidnapore and Cuttack, .which are e»clos(ld ill.the GaTcutta packet, are for 
JessOl-e, and not. f01' stations beyond Jessore. The forwarCl £,ackets from Calcutta for Chitta
gong and othel·. stations.,to tlle eastward are e~closed in. the Pacca packet. 

1 t would be less tro\lble to this :office, jf packets (or statj,ons to the eastward were sent on 
separately. instead of being included. in .the Dacca packet, .and it wquld save the Dacca post
mastel' the trouble of separating theni .anCl despatching them. aga~ 

The packets Jar. the eashyarq: are made lip at.12 o'clock;, but as the Calcutta d.awk is 
always froln. two to three hours ·at. least. later than that; the dawk is not .5.nally closed until. 
about 3 P.M., 'up to. which tinle aI1le~ters,are reqeived. ' 

lhe dawk. fl'om. the eastward comes. in .at about 2 PI' a J,>.M"lll the cold weatl>.er, and the~ 
the Calcutta mails are not madE) up until the eastwal:d $i1j.wk' arrives. 

From J essol'l~ to Khoolna is .44 miles; ,t(l J enada 30 .miles. The por,tion of the road to 
Kislmagur under the.JessoreIPost-office, as far as. Ppw!utg"lmge. is about;!~ miles. From 
Nohatta. to .Magorah is about 12 wiles. . 

,What tlle mooushce has stated,.in 'regard to the punisbment of r~nners along tll~ whple 
line .of road ~ only partially COl~ct.' l'he time. of tile arriyal of the mails at Bongong IS noted 
in the telegraph. If the delay occ';!rs on the other side of Bongon!?, .tl~e runners thet;e are 
fined· if the ,delay occurs ,on this SIde .of Bongong, the ,l'Unnel'S on thiS. Side are fined, . 

,1 believe that the Bongong,uddadal1 (who is alsQ tlle oawk )11oonshee), and .. the ~ddad!lrg. 
in. general, do not state the correct tinle. Thei.r inclination al~ays is to state ~n ear!ler hour 
than ·the real one, in order to make it appear that tlle.dawk fi-om.Calcutta Is.cal'l'leq fa.st~r 
()ver the line under their jurisdiction;. an~ vice versa, tll~lr, t~ndenc'y IS to enter a Jater ~our m 
the telegraph of the retum .mail. ThIs ·evIl would be (hmIDlshed 1{ ther~ were a peIson to 
mark the time at ev"ery chokey. . , . " . ' 

1 consider the cluef cause of the delaY,III: the.dawks to b~ the clrcumst~ce that the hUlkaras 
do not reside at the chokeys, 'but in the neai,eBt bazar '. which maybe a mile Ol~ two off, or ev~n. 
more. It fi'equently happens that when the dawk arnves at a chokey the h~rkaras are ~ot m 
attendance; and then eitller the tired hurkaras nlust carryon, tile dawk, or, ~ IS m?re generally 
the case, the dawk is delayed till the.hw·karas return to t?~chokey., ThIS I?ractlcewou~d be 
prevented if there were an uddadar at each chokey. I tlunk two chokeys might be. abolished 
alona' the whole line between Calcutta and Furreedpore, and the pay of the runners appro· 
pria~ to remnnel'ate extra uddadars. The leng~ of ~ach dawk would ~nly be about half a 
mile more than it now is, and would not exceed SIX mi},es. :J3ut the loca~ty of the chokey~ all 
along the line would have to be altered.. . , h b h 

The C~cutta and Bengalee Gazettes might, without inconve~ience, qe sent by t. e. ang y, 
which always an-ives but a few how'S after the dawk, and occilsJOnallyat the same time. There 
are also many service-packets which might Witll great advant~ge be sent by banghY'

d 
'b

The eio'hth runner on tlle Calcutta. line was,employed nommally ~ a ~~ghy~bur:u-, ut 
l' II . "'b" . the "Beno-alee Gazettes" once a week, and m aSslstmg to brmg the 
~aailY Ill, It·mh gU1dg up. btl dil'not find that the mails came ,any quicker for this arrange-

SOll.O er ars , U . d t b' tl1" B alee Gazettes " ment and i tllOUO'ht it better to eillploy a lure man 0 rmg. up e eng, 
, ~ 0 , 

once a week. ' i quite 
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. ' . k h e in cbnsiderirlg the registers not onIy useles~ but ' 
I ~:p~lte agl~el_eh Wlthnl the dafw

th 
mo.ontso :nable one postmaster to shift' the blame of a missing 

permclOus e 0 y use 0 em IS d h Ml' f th 1 tte I ' , . h 'th t 't' g l'n any wa-<r towar s t e recove' J 0 eel'. con-letter upon anot er, WI ou asSIS m ,'J_, '. .. 

sidet thai'the sooner the, registers are abrhshed ilie ~~~~. of postage W\)uld at first slightly 
,li li:m

h 
dhisposedb'to t

f
h
l
11l

tt
k thapt ~tOedmpbuu~?Zl~~P~he'extent to which' the Government now-

dUll nIS t e nu11l er 0 eel's os, . , d ' 
suffer'from conveying bearing letters which are rejected Unopene " , 

In a very short time, when the people b~came ~ccusto~ed to prepay theIr postage, I belIeve-
the'number of letters would _not be at alIIess th~ before. ". ' 

1 ao'l'ee with the 11l0dnshee as td tbe effect wInch a reductIOn m ~h€! lates of postage'wo,uld 
have ~11 the correspolldence of this district. A very small proportlO? of .the conespol),del!ce 
is carried on with places distant niore than 1'0.0 'miI~s, not have the inhabItants of the dIstrIct 
generallyoC'casion to correspond with more dIstant' places. 

, . 

Baboo Greedkur Sei71· 

426. You are the agent of 13aboo rramlllttun H'oy~ ofpergunnah Mulli~omed ShahYh?N I'l'am. 
427. Where does he principally reside ?~He resides at Nurra m .pergunna ,u dee, 

thannah Sulkea. He owns extensive zenWidaries in' J essore, , N uddea; ,Pubna, Furreedpore, 
Dacca, Backergunge, 'Bajshahye; Hooghly and the 24 Pergunnahs. He also has a zemin-., 
dal'ee in Benares. He pays a revenue of about Ra. 2,50,000 a year tI? Government, and 
enjoys an income from rent excltlsiv~ of tha~~ of ~bout ~s. 4,00,000, ~xclu.sIve of the profits of. 
indigo factories and other merchandize; his reSIdence IS about 2.0 miles fi'om Jessore. 

428. Has the Baboo', your principal, an extensive correspondence through the Post-offic~ 1-
He has; alJ his letters, when he resides at Nur~'aul, come via J ess~re, and the number receIved, 
for him varies from 5 to 50 a day. Most of hlS letters come bearmg postage, and, for these 
he pays from Rs. 18 to Rs.20 a month. All letters he writes are sent bearing ~stagel j 

429. How 'are the Baboo's letters conveyed between Nurraru and Jessore1:-Every day,a 
pedah takes the /.oetters from Jessore to Nurraul, and another brings the Baboo's letters to 
J essore to be posted. • One peon goes the whole way;' In the rainy season, a portion of the' 
distance has to be performed in a boat The pedah is the Babo'Q's servant, and takes no othei' 
person's letters but his. 

4-30. Where is your home?-t-My residence is, at Kuleer, in., thannah Lohurgurra; about 14 
coss from this. 

431. IIow do you correspond with your family1-By meaRS of speciaI ~essengers. ' The-
cost of a special messenger is from 8 t6 10 aimas. , " , 

432. Are there many .other persons, .like y.ourself, who reside at Jessore, but whose homell 
are at a distance from the sudder station 1-;. Yes, there are several who come from the imine ... 
diate neighbourhood of my village; ana there are aUeast, 300 persons employed at.the~udder 
sta;tion as 'Vakeels and amlah, whose b,omes are in the interior' of the djstrict. 
• 433. Do you consider that iffaciIities·wl=lre given for ,the receipt and delivery o( letterSln 
tha.t Jfart of the district, that the people vVould avail· themselves' of them 7-.-I do not think! that 
a post-office established in thitt neighbourhood ;would pay its expense~ but if pedahs were 
attached to the Jessore Post-office whose quty it should be' to take letter.s into the interior of ., 
the district'without maki.ng any extra charge, and who would also receive letters; and p.ost 
them at the sudder station, then I have no doubt numbers of persons would write by, the post, 
who now' dllmot do so because of their distance from the nearest post-office. • 

434. Dq you think that the public would object t6 compulsory prepayment of postage ?-
They would not object; but I dare say it might lead to a diminution in tHe number of 1etteo;, 
se~t by post! as many might be ind~ced not t~ write a letter by the necessity of having t,o pay 
for sendmg It. It wo'uld make no 'difference m' the Baboo's correspondence whether It wa,s 
sent ?eari~g or P,ost-pa~d. If it made ~ny diffe~nce,. it w?,uld be to poorer people ~orres
pondlllgWlth theIr relatIons. Letters whICh ,are wntten on business would no doubt contmue,to' 
.be as numerous as they now are, but letters of civility between friends would probably diminish. 

435. If'the zemindal'ee dawk were available-for sendin'" private letters to the Post-office, 
would the people avail themselves of it 1-Yes, L httve nobdoubt they would, if the zemindaree 
da~k be pr?pe~ly re~late~ by GoveI~ent officers.' It would be a great convenience to 
people residmg 11l the mtenor of the district, but if they resorted to the zemindaree dawk, th,e' 
nlrinnber of letters ~osted at the sud&,iel'.station might perhaps fall off.' 

4,,6. Do you t11mk people would ,object to the use of stamps as a substitute for money 
payment ?-N 0, I can. see no objection to their use. I think they would be readily lUlderstood ; 
but I can 'offer nO dtlcided opinion on this point, having never given my attention to it 

25th Jut!! 1850. 

Petllmber lJIooherjee. 

437. WHAT situation do you hold in the General Post-office ?-I' am a writer in the 1\1 is
cellaneous department. ' I have held the situation since 1846. Before that I was a sorter in 
the Letter Mail Despatch department. My duty then "was to sort service letters. 

438. Is it your"duty to receive from the Calcutta delivery peons all refused and ,unclaimed 
letters 1-
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letters ?-It is Ill:¥, duty to .l,'eceive .from the peons all.unreclaimed.and refused country ,letters. . ApR- (I?h.~o.l. 
There IS a clerk In t~e Ship ~nd l:iteam depa~tment, who receives. unclaimed and refused ship 
and steam ktters; hIs nil-me IS Bholanath Mltter. . .E'lidcmce. 

439. When you receive.such let~ers from the peons, what do you ,do with them ?~If they 
,are to be fo~ward~d, I.enter them m a book called the Forward Register"and make them over 
to the ,e"~~mers I~ the .Despatch depar.t~~nt. If they are made remaining, I .enter them in 
the remammg reglster, and ;.Illake, ~em p~er to Mr. Starling. Bearing letters refqsed .for 
postage are, returned, to tIle ~ender, and,entered in ,th&: forward book. 

440. ,Are all native letters )'Vhicl~ are refused for tostage returned to .the senders 1-;-When-
ever. I, know.that.Jetters. are refu~ed, for pOlltage return them to the sender; .but parties 

ynwillmg to receIve letters .o~ ~hls -kmd. g~I).erally make a request through the ,peons that 
,the letter" may be made. r~mammg,.and he mthe G~n.el'al Po~t-office until they have mo~ey 
,to pay. the postage. All such letters are made relIlamlng"but a great many of them are never 
called for; I do Ilot consider myself justified in refusing ,to comply witl;t a request of this kind . 

. A Jetter onc& made J'emainingjs nevel' opened and returned to the sender. It remains with 
,the unclaimed letters,. and after, 18 mpnths it is opened . and ,destroyed, 

'441, T~n ~pon such letters nc;> postage is.ever Mealized ?-:-No, ,never, 
,44~. Js It 111, your ,power 19.1Ilake any letter y~lU like. remaining ?--,.:y: es, it is; ,no check is 

exercIsed over me in this respect, as the letters s~t into the unclaimed letter office are never 
. re-examined. . Only .those Jetters ~hich afterwards happen to be claimed are ,taken out of 
the.bllndle, ,and rllturn,ed ,to the ,parties. claiming .them. The rest,are never 'looked at; but it 
has been recently ordered that a list of therp. is to be publis4ed in the lS Ga~ette," ,1 am now 
speaking of :n~ve lett~rs. , .Engli,sh, lEltters .are eXamined ,by Mr. ,Starling after I have made 
them over to him. 

443, What, do ypu,do·;\I\{ith letters ;whiph you cQl1$ider,should be returned ,to the sender,as 
. refl,lsed. ?-l I make ,th,em ,over .to .Mr. Starling,: and ,he takes them to the Deputy Postmaster
general, who opens them and returns,thElm to,;me,to,be fOl',warded. 

444. What particulars do you enter in your registers of forward and remaining letters ?
I enter the date of de$patch from .the. Mofussil Post.office, the peon from whom the letters 
are received, their number and weight, the name and address, and the postage due on those 
which are bearing. 

445. How is the postage due on remaining and forward letters accounted for ?-A clerk in 
the Record department, named Moteelal Banerjea, takes a daily account from my book of the 
postage due on these letters, and gives the peons credit for the same in their accounts, which 
he k.eeps. The,buxsee..aiso, ~kel? a. similar accoUI\t.every day from my.book, and gives the 
peons,credit for, the.same,in the :Bengalee. accoUllts of .the ,Cash department . 

. 4;46, • What tProporti.on ) or" the .. native letters .retu.rned, to the General Post-office are letters 
of ,wJ;J.ich th~ ~dr~I!Eles,ar~,foUI\q"but iWhich ,are,made remainingJol'ltheir conv,enience?
l.,caJ;lllot, eXll-c,tiy. say; , bu.t J ihlnk about pn.e quar.ter of ,the. whole number. 
,A47. Are you .in··the ·p.abi,t,of.questioning the peons as to,the l'eason of such letters being 

retul11ed ?-Yes; I aJways ask the peons w.hy,they bri.ng,:f;heJet.ters.back; ,but I ,know, that, 
,whatever,they1say,rI I\halLb~ obliged:tp ,m.ake ~ letters remaining . 

. 448. Whafi ,dQ yQ\\ m~aflvbYiy;our last answer1..;...I Jmean that the·peons will always assign 
-such excuses Ifor, Qot. 4eliv6rwg \ the .l~tters, that it is" impossible .for .me ,to .return them as 
,refused letters, .01', to! do Qth~rwise rtl;lan;w.aktlltbem ;cetll,3.ining. ,They,very,seldom:will say 
.that· a.Jetter ~ re~e!Lfor. PQlltage. . , , 

,M9., Are ,y,o\1 .aware ,of; the ,ctir~.uIIl£i..ances contlected ,with a J'emanung1etter addressed to 
Mo.v1a-ry .Alv;ned. regard~ng) :w!J.ich L,ipquired· at fthe/General· Post ... office some, days ago 1-
No, I am not. . 
, ,4,50. Whep,,~~tive ~ettel~ .which ~ave. bllen <lIlade rewa.i.ning. are claimed, by:whom ,are they 

• deliv~red to,.the plaimaJ!,tl+J\fr. SJ:arling Il~arche!\ fOl1ll;,nd deIiY.ers English letters, but ~e makes 
"oyer.the duty: o£ ~akil1g {qW; an,4 :!;le!i,:~ting,native l."emaminglett.ers to ~e. Mr •. Starling k~eps 
a .separat~ Ibook· Qf i0UA!ry l'ew,ru.nmg ·letters., both. En~bsh .and na.tive, a;nd .when I ~eliver 
a remaililing le~teF, t? ,8, .launant,,1, 'UI;~ke tJw. prop~r. entry In this hoo~. If any postage IS due 
UpoIl, a letter so.dehvered I;recelVEpt, and wilke It over to,Mr,S~r~g. 

451. Is it not practically in the ,power of the p~ons tl) determm<: wh~t letters shall.be 
entered. as, uncl~edt and rwhat. ,r~tuPled. to1the s~der as refused h--It IS sa ill regard tonatlve 
letters. , 

452.;By,wh9moare ,y.our ,hooks -checked ?",",:,TheYJare checked daily by Mr .. &tellho, the 
,superintendent, who·sig'I\Slhis,na,me,t<),the ent~les of each day. ,!-,he amount of postage due 
each day on forward -e.nd .'l'emaining ·letters IS entered by me ill figures and letters, and 
Mr. BpteIlh,o:s ,signature is under this entry. _ 

453. What is,the'llSe of your register,of country. table retur~ letters?-:-Country table 
return letters are those which come from the Mofussil, .hut of whICh .the d~liv~ry clerks do 

. not know the addresses;· these are made over to me mstead of .b~mg distrIbuted to the 
delivery peons. Those which .are to be fo\'Ward<:d, to any other station I make over to the 
'Despatch de artment, and, the rest are made remammg. A great many, of these. are refused 
letters return~d from Mofussil post-offices to the sender; but. as the senders or the~r addresses 
are not known at, the General.Ppst~office, they cannot be returned. . ' 

454. Such letters, 'tnen" are twice, canied by the Post-office, and no postage IS recovered 

on them? - Yes. . , I? I d 't' k t 
4" 5 Y I 1, a book of banghy forward and remammg parce s . - 0; 1 IS ep 
0, ou a so .... eep d " 1 

in precisely tile. same way as those of forward. an remammg etters. 
456. How do ,you disp~se: of ~a~ghy p~cels refused for postage 1-1 take. them to 

Mr. Starling and act .acpording to, hIS l.Ilstrucbons. 'd th 
457.1tis '~sovour .d)lj;y tQ ~eep,the register pf chowkey letters;, that JS, those poste a.,t. e 
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• • ., '1 I . . I kee six registers, one for 'eacli receiving house. The 
receIvmg houses III Calcutta'h t ~s, Pto the General Post-office about half-past four or 
letters are brought by ~eh c 0;; t ey peo;ter and the amount of postage collected on paid 
five o'clock in a boX; WIt a sOd' re to the seven divisions of the Despatch department 
letters. I ~en <;las:~fy ~he~t:;c~;p~~!fe to the stations to which they are directed, with th~ 
,an~ enter t em III e Iegls I then deliver them to the examiners of the several divisions" 
welgh~ and posta&,e

t 
o~ ea:. At the bottom of each day's entry, in the register of No'. 6 

who give m
I 

e !eCelp s bort etm'hQ,,';ng the number of post-paid and bearing letters received 
chowkey gIve an a s rac s .... < .' • d d il b D' b 
.c h' h k and the postage due on them; this abstract IS Signe a y y 19um er 
lrom eac c OW ey, TI b . 1 k db' f h' h I k 

I k · th A untant'" department Ie ox IS a oc e ox, 0 w IC eep Ghose a c e1' m e cco,,' . th 1 b 
the ke' . it has a slit at the top thr~mgh which the chowkey r~celvers put e etters w en 
receiv!ci by them. It is not in the power of the chowkey receIver to take out 3; letter once 
put into the box. The money is sent to the General Post-office by the peons (no~ m the letter 
boxes) and paid by them to the treasurer. . 

458.' Have you many inquiries for missing natIve letters 1-Yes, a great many; one ~r two 
almost every day. They are generally made by parties who h,ave sent letters to the Mo~ssil! and 
do not hear of their safe arrival. Search is always made for such letters, and they are mvanably 
round to have reached the office to which they were despatched, and generally to have been 
made over to the addressee, who has failed to acknowledge them. 

459. Have you ever heard of a letter being l~st in the Post-office?-Never; .letters are
sometimes mis-sent but 1 never heard of a letter bemg lost, except when a whole mail has been 
robbed or dropped ~n the road, or sunk in the water., . 

460. Do you ever assist in the Ship and Steam departm~nt .on the. arnval of ~e O.verland 
mails ?-Only on the arrival of the steamers. I then aSSIst ill sortmg and regIstenng the 
letters to be forwarded to the Morussil.. This duty is generally performed on the d~y after 
the arrival of the steamer. It usually oc<;upies me'fro~ 9' A.M. to 3 P.M. The busmess of 
re-directing the forward steam letters begms at an earlIer hour. 

27th July 1850. 

Mr. J.ames BotetIlw. 

461. WHAT situation do you hold in the General Post-office?-I am superintendent and. 
manager of the'Banghy'department. I have held the 'situation since October last,>when 
'I was appointed on the, suspe~ion o~ the former incumbent, Gooroopersaud Ghose. . I was 
appointed for the purpose of' mspectwg *e accounts of the department; and detectwg the' 
frauds supposed to have been committed. Previous to that t was employed in the General 
Post-office fer four years, first as head director in the Shipping department, ~d afterwards 
as registel' with the Postmaster-general on his topr. • • 

462. Did you receive any written orders to take' charge of the Banghy department ?-An 
order was passed in the Postmaster-g~neral's .order book, which' details the reasons and. 
objects of my appointment. The order is dated in A~~st or September ] 849~ 

463. ,Did you in consequence of that order inquire mto the state of the accounts of the
Banghy department 1-Yes, 1 did; and 1 discovered some frauds which I brought to the 
notice of the Postmaster-general, by whom the palties concerned were sent to the police. 
Two writers and two delivery peons were con'victed by Mr. Hume, the police magistrate, and 
imprisoned. ' 

464. Wliat was the nature of the fraud of "which these parties were convicted ?-Embezzle
ment of banghy postage. In some .instances parcels received beRring postage were entered 
in the register as post-paid, delivered to the peons as bearing, and tlie postage realized and 
appropriated. In others the :unount of postage in the peons' receipt boo~ had been altered 
to a smaller sum, and the' dIfference' embezzled. 'These frauds were dIscovered after an 
examination of the accounts and books of the department for ] 848, and sending for the 
original chellans from some of the M ofussil post-offices. ' 

465. How came it to be suspected that frauds- went practised in the department ?-Mr. 
Taylor suspected that all was not right, and he set me to inquire. . 

466. Did you discover that any parcels had been opened, or made away with 1-0nly one 
instance of the kind was brought to notice, that of a parcel addressed to Captain Bignell, 
which was received in the General Post-office from Berhampore, but never traced out of it. 

467. Did you report on all these cas~s to the P ostmR;ster-.general 1-1 reported the cases 
of fraud to the Postmaster-general, but this case of Captaw BIgnell l'reported to the Deputy 
Postmaste.r-generaI. My {'eports are in the office. • 

468. DId you ever hear of the loss of a banghy parcel posted in Calcutta for Benares by 
the house of Tarach~d Gunsham Doss 1-Yes: it happened before 1 took' charge of the 
departm~t. 1 have smce ,been told of it, but 1 know nothing of the particulars. 

~69. DId you ever hear of the loss of a parcel of stamp papers belonging to Government 
wh~ch w~~ abstI'acted from the banghy 1-7 Yes, I have heard of that also; but it happened 
before I Jomed the department, and hence 1 am not acquainted with the particulars. 

470. Have any p~cels been lost, or frauds perpetrated since you were appointed ?-One 
case has occurred In which a parcel arrived fi'om some station in the Upper Province"" 
ad~ressed to Mr. Chapman, ~ resident of Fort William. On the delivery of this parcel, 
whICh was supposed to contam a watch, no watch was found in it but two pieces of broken 
til~ .. On my repot!, the Depu!}' Postzmister-general. w~ote to the postmaster of Benares, 
pomting out that thIS parcel, whlCh was posted as weIghing 13'tolahs, weighed only 8 toJahs 

on 
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onitsharrival at Benares, and requiring an explanation of the discrepancy I do not know App. (D.), No.1. 
what as been done further in the matter. . 

Another case happened in which a parcel containing Dacca muslin despatched from the Evidence. 
Furreedpore Post-office, was found on arrival at the General Post-offic; to have been opened 
and some of the contents abstracted. The gunny or outt'r covering of the banghy bore th~ 
seal of the Jessore Post-office, and that seal was unbroken on its arrival in Calcutta. The 
Postmaster-general, .on my report, wrote to the postmaster of Jessore, and to the addressee of 
~he parcel (Mrs. DIago of Chandernagore); but I do not know what has been done further 
m the case. 

There h~ve been no other cases of fraud or loss (except the loss of a ban~hy by robbery in 
Jyepore) smce I took charge of the department, nor have any other complamts regarding the 
banghy been made to the Postmaster-general. 

471; ~at forms are observe~ in the desp.atch of a bang~y parcel from the General Post. 
office :-~ hen a banghy pru:cells b~ought. mto ~he office, It is first taken to the weighman, 
who Sits m the same room With me, Immediately m front of me. The weighman passes the 
parcel through the scales,. and marks on the, parcel the weight an~ date of receipt, and also 
the postag~ on the b~armg parcels only. I he salary of the weIghman is Rs. 12 a month. 
The parcellS then ~anded to .the register, who receives and enters it in the register, calculates 
the :{lostage, and gIves a receIpt to the sender. There are four register books kept; one for 
bearmg parcels, another for bearing pamphlets, a third for post-paid parcels and pamphlets 
and a fQurth for service packets. The two registers keep the two first and fourth books, and 
I keep ~e th!rd .. T~e bea~g and service registers show the name of tpe sender, buj; the 
post-paId regIster lS m preCIsely the same form as the post-paid letter register. After the 
parcel has been registered, according as it is bearing, post-paid, or service, it is sent to the 
moonshee, who sits just behind the registers in the same room. The moonshee has the' 
parcel stamped in his presence by one of the banghy bearers, and marks the weight and 
postage inside the stamp on eacli parcel. The moonshee then sorts them into divisions 
according to stations, and passes them on to the chellan writers. There are three chellan 
writers who are assisted by the clerk who keeps the service register. The writers enter the 
parcels in the chellans, which show the number and weight of the parcels, with the address, 
station, and postage of each. After the' chellans are filled up, the entries are again con,pared 
with i1ie parcels. The weighman then counts the parcels for each station, and makes them 
over to the packermen, with instructions as to th~ mode in which they are to be packed in 
the gunnies. He also gives a wooden ticket, bearing the name of the station which is to be 
attached to each gunny. There are three packermen who each receive Rs. 6 a month. As 
soon as they receive the parcels they count them again, and tell the number to the weighman. 
They then pack them up, and deliver them to the banghy bearers to be sealed. After being 
sealed, each gunny is weighed in my presence, and the weight entered in the despatch book. 
1 keep two despatcn books, one for the Western road, and one for all other routes. The 
despatch book shows the' date of despatch, the number and description of packages, the 
station of despatch, the number of parcels in each gunny, and the weight of each in tolahs 
and in mailQds. The weights of the gunnies are then entered in the telegraph, and the 
gunnies made over to the contractor's agent, or'to the banghy burdars, as the case may be. 

472. Do the packermen sit in the same room with you ?-They sit in the same room, but 
in an inner compartment, divided from the part in which the rest of the establishment sit by 
pillars and a wooden rail. This part of the room is dark, and on cloudy days the packermen 
cannot do their work except by candle light. 

473. Does any person superintend the packermen while they are at work 1-Yes; the 
weighman superintends them after 4 P.M., when the receipt ofbanghy parcels ceases, and.the 
packing of post-paid and bearing parcels, commences. Ser.vice packets are made up mto 
gunnies during the day in order to expedite business, and while the pac~ermen are engaged 
in that business no one superintends them. 

474. When does the moonshee make over the post-paid and bearing parcels to the pack~r. 
men 1-Not until after 4 P.M., when the receipt ceases, except in the case of Ben ares, for which 
place a large number of gunnies have to be made uI?' In this case parc~ls are sent on by the 
moonshee to be packed into gunnies as soon as he thinks there are a suffiCIent numb~r collected 
for the purpose. - Thoae parcels are packed into gunnies by. the packermen Wlt~out any 
superintendence at all. . . ., 

475. Do you consider that the p~ckerm~n have ol?porturutles oft~permg With the p~ce]s 
when employed in putting them up m gunnl~S 1-1 think ~ey have. I hey are out of my Slg~t, 
and when superintended it is only by the weIghman. Durmg th~ whole day 1 am fully occupIed 
with the receipt of post-paid parcels ~d.with th~ gene!al ~u~mess of the. department, such 
as drafting letters, checking bills, furrushing replIes t? mqUlrIeS, an~ makmg reports. The 
other assistants in the department are also fully occupied from the time they come to office 
until they leave. . 1 h 

476. Have you ever brought this to the notice of the Postmaster-general 1- ave repre-
sented to the Deputy Postmaster-general that the room allotted to the H!pll?;hy dep~rtment IS ~(). 
small as seriously to impede the transaction -of business; ~ui I have never mentIOned that, m 
consequence of the darkness of the room, and the sepa~atio~ of the packermen from, the rest 
of the establishment, they have opportunities of ~ampermg. WIth the parcels. 

477. How would you propose to remedy thiS .defect l~ the. arrangement of the Banghy 
de artment 1-1 ought to have a large room, well lIghted, m whIch I could my~elf pers?nally 
suPervise th~ 0 elations of the packermen, and where they would carry on therr work m ~e 

P f thP t f the establishment I should be also glad to have a confidential presence 0 e res 0 • . d th k fth k 
assistant whose special duty it should be to supermten e wor 0 e pac ermen. Ar 

87. ' ;:$ E 478. e 
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. d ever ke t until the next 1-Y es; when they exceed the 
4711. Are parcels posted one ay W t P d where there is a carriao-e for the dak. 
. ht f a despatch Thus on the es em roa , I:> 

weIgh 0 fi B d I ' estricted to four maunds if there are no passengers;' and if 
bang .y, as ar as ur wan, a~ r ds All arcels above that weight go the next day. Heavy, 
ther? IS a passle~ger, to three

f 
mthaeunwel'g' ht arePsent by extra banghies, which are laid along the, 

SeJ:'flce parce s In excess ° ch b' d t 'd b hi d' th as dak bearers are. I always despat earmg an pos -pal ang ell fu.: ~d fe:!:~h:a~ervice packets to the last. When packages accumulate to' ~n extent 
be ~nd what the establishmeni can carry, I make & repo.rt to, the· Deputy Postmaste~.-gen~Ial~ wlo orders extra banghies to be laid. If they are for pnvate packages, the expense IS ?eblted; 
to. the General Post-office; and if for service packages, to the department, for which the 
service is performed. I do not allow packages to accumulate for more than. two or three ~ays_ 
before making a report for an extra b:mghy:. . d d 'I 

479 .• Where do the packages remam dunng the mterval. b~tw~eru rece~~t an . eSl?atch ,-
They are. kept in the same room, UL the inner compartment, WithIn the ~ailIngs, ~ whlch,there. 
is a door which is locked, up. They are left lying on the floor packed. In gunrues and sealed.. 
N.o loose parcelit are ever kept a single night. All are packed In gunrues every .day before the 
oJfu:eill closed. L lock, the door of the inner compal;tment myself every evenmg,. and leave, 

the,key,w.ith.the sentry. . ' th M fi '1'1 I 
480" What wrms are' observed m the receIpt of ~anghy parcels from e. 0 USSI ,- f the, 

gJUUIies arrive at; night they· are received by the Jemad.ar OIlt duty" an.dmade over to tbQ 
aentry., On, ~y coming to office at 10 A.M., the gunru~s are brought to. my room. by, the. 
b.anghy; bearers attached to the office. . I count and .examme t~e state of, ~hem, and comparQ 
~: number of gunnies with the telegraph, and occaslOnaJly weigh the gunmes to, 'See tha;t. they. 
correspond. w.ith the telegraph. The ~nies a~e then op~ed. by the banghy bearers~ m ~Y' 
pJ:esence, and L .compare the parcels contain:d In, the~ WIth the chell~.n.s. I am. assIsted lJ,lt 
tIllit, bYi III native' clerk. Each of the. parcela IS, then weighed and. exammed, and the postage. 
checked. and, any difference. iII weight or postage reported to, the Deputy Postmaster-general.. 
They al6 then, counted! and compared with the total of ~ chellan, and. entere.d in wha~ is. 
called,the jumma, bQok., They are then .taken, by' the regIsters, whq sort, them mto servIce, 
Rost~paid, and! bearing,. and, register them in their'respective register books.. The jumma. book. 
shows, ,the .number of parcels received from each statipn, the date of arrival, whether for 
Calcutta. or, fOlJWard stations,. the amount of bearing postage" and. ,the description,. of package .. 
wbethell parcels, gunny bags, or boxes. There are two- registers for Calcutta delivery, one fol' 
bearing. parcels" and the other for service and post-paid. They show the office o£ despatch" 
the. address of each parcel, the date of receipt, and the number of the peon. to,whom they are. 
deli~ered. The bearing register shows also, the postage due on. each parcel After the parcels. 
ha~e heeDI r~gistered, they are taken by the registers to the Letter Mail Receipt department"and' 
theIl'made,ove~ to the peons for delivery, Each part:el is then. entered by the registers sepo.
ra.tel'y in the banghy receipt books of the peons to, whom they are delivered, and the receipts: 
given in-these books by the parties to whom the parcels belong are examined by the registers, 
the next. day.. The peons" before leaving ,the General Post-office, give a.n. account to the:. 
bearing::mQonshee of the postage due on parcels, made over tQ; them for delivery, and the. 
mOQllshee compares this amount with the' total, amount,'shown. in.. the bearing register, and, 
wmtea.his acknowledgement of its correctnlllls in the register, Parcels of which the addressees 
cannot be found. are br.ought back to :me by th~ peons,. a.nd after iIIquiry, made remaining. 

Parcels intended for forward stations w;e IIDte,l'ed by' the import registers in three register 
books: bearing, post-paid, and service; and theY.aJ;e then pa~d, through the office iII. the same.' 
way aft export. parcels receiv.ed. 

Aft.e"all the parcels have been registered, , the registersJreceipt the,retum.chellans, and insert. 
anyl remarks· 1 may halVe made.i.n the chellan. on the state of the, parcels which it accompanied .. 
U~duplicate or retw;n chellan is always sent by. letter dawk. 

4S1. Do~s it frequently happen that discrePR?-cies occ!lr'in the weight and postage of banghy
parcels received 1-Yes, frequently; and every Instance IS reported to the Deputy- Postmaster
general. If short postage is charged, a letter is sent to the postmaster of the clespatchmg' 
otfice, ,desinng him. to recover the deficiency from the dawk' writer by whom the mistake musl 
have been made. - _ 

482-. Do 1.011 keep any other Hooks in the Bano-hy department 1~Yes; a re~ster of advice 
chel~ans re<;elved by dawk. This register is only for stations in the Upper Provmces, and is of' 
conSiderable use~ as all parcels from stations in the north-west are sent in the 'first instance to 
Benares, and are forwarded to Calcutta from thence with a transit chellan of the Benares: 
Post~ofJice:. In makin~ up these transit chellans mistakes fl'equently:occur, and were if:' not 
for, ilie adVIce c~ellans It would be very difficult to correct them. 
. 483. Would I~ not answer the same purpose to file these chellans, mstead of entering them 
In a separate regIster 1'-Yes, it would; but one might be lost from the file and then we should 
not know whether we had received it or not. ' 

484. Are not these advice chell~ns also registered as service tetters in the Letter MaIl Receipt 
department T-Yes, they are; and they are made over to me by the superintendent of that 
department, to wh?m f'give a receipt in a book kept for the purpose. 

485. Can you give me a statement showing the post-offices to which you make up banghies 
and the post-offices to which parcels despatched from the General Post-offi<!e are forwarded 

-from thence 1~ Yes; I will prepare and subm~t such a statement. 

3d August 
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3d August 1850. 

G. McLaug'hlin, l:sq. 

486. You ar~ Manager of the 'Inland Transit Company?-l am. 
. 487. Where IS the ?ffice oftheeompany1":"""Its head office is in Calcutta, and ithasbranch 
offices at Ben3;I"es, l\1u'Zapore, Allahabad, Cawnpore, Allygurh and Meerut. 
• 488. W~at IS the nature of the comp~r1-It is a joint 'stock company. 'The value of 
the sh~es IS not fixed, but the capital reqwred to carry on ,the concern is furnished in.certain 
'proporti,ons by .~e three partners w¥ compose th~ ~ompany. 1 am on~ of thejpartners. , 

489. What IS the sphere of the Inland TranSIt Company's operations 1-At r~nt J.he 
company undertakes to convey goods ar.:d passengers between 'Calcutta and ~eerut vi'a 
~enares and Allahabad, and from Benares to Mirzapore. From the 1st October next it 
IS contemplated to extend the .opetations of the company to Ghazeepore by a branch from 
Akoree. ' 

490. In wh~t descrip~on of .vehic~e are the passengers and goods conveyed ?-Passengers 
are convey,>d m palanqum camages·ara~ by one'h6rse over the greater portion of the road, 
an~ over SOl.'le parts by two. These camages-are.capable of accommodating two passengers 
beSIdes the ccachman and syce. Goods are conveyed in light carts similar to the mail cart 
used by the Government contractor. The pa!an<Juin carriages were built expressly for the 
purpose, b~t we find they a~e too h~avy. It IS doubtful whether any four-wheeled carriage 
o~ the mam t~'1k road will pay ItS e~pense~; at .all·events ·until the roQ.d is cOIl).pletely 
brIdged and put m order, and that ,portion ofnt between Hooghly and 'Burdwan, raised to a 
bigher.level. 

491. What description. of horses d? you use for the conveyance of the carriages and.carts? 
-Our own horses are chiefly underSIzed stud horses, and the remainder country-bred,hol'ses . 
in fact, the larger description of tattoo. We 'use .our own horses from Calcutta· as far a~ 
Shergotty; beyond that they are furnished hy sowars, to "hom we ,pay a certain 1'ate £01' the 
use of them. We depend upon sowars throughout the U:pper Provinces; but in .Bengal people 
are not found to supply'horses on,hire, and'we are obliged to.keep our own. 

492. How ofteD. do the company's carriages leave'Calcutta ?-In the dry weather, either a 
passenger carriage or a parcel cart -starts from Calcutta every .day; but in the rains not .so 
frequently. }Ve dissuade passengers from going,by'our conveyance during the rains, as·the 
~fficuliies and aunoyance are so great, .owing to the obstacles presented by the bad state of 
the roads, that we would rather lose the passengers than 'run the risk of being blamed for their 
.disappointment. 

493. What speed have you hitherto attained with your passenger carriages 1-In the cold 
weather we have accomplished the distance to.Benares in th1'ee days; but, as I observed 
above, our arrangements have hitherto beeI).,.as it were, experimental'; and, as I am now satis
ned that four-wheeled carriages will not answer .in.Bengal, 1 have d~termined to substitute 
·buggies between this and Shergotty, and ,am already making arrangements to transfer the 
carriages to the Delhi line. I have no doubt whatevertthat when our arrangements are com
plete we should he able to bring the mail.from Benares to Calcutta in 40 hours, but it will 
never answer.to carry passengers and the mails.in.the same conveyance. 

494. What are the particular- obstacles on the trIDlk'road .to which yourefer?-The low 
level of the road between Hooghly and Burdwan, which renders it always liable to inundation 
in the rains; the "ant of bridges over some'Of the,principa.I.streams, and the general want of 
supervision along the whole line. 1 have travelled several times along the road during the 
present year, and can say that. proper. means are not taken to keep it in repair. ~oose ~ate
rial is thrown down roughly for miles, and. not rolled for days together, and left m that state 
till well saturated in order to diminish the labour of breakIDg it. .1 came down from Cawn
pore by the trunk road in July. and found it in this state at several places all along the road. 
Between Benares and the KumImnassa the road is a perfect swamp, with large heaps of 
l$.unker on either side' which must have lain there for years, as they are covered with grass 
and weeds. The approaches to several of the larger bridges have not been ID:e~ed, ~ome 
Qfthem from a quarter to half~ mile in.l~ngth. In'~ Dooah very great. attention IS paId t? 
the roads, "hich run from stati,on to station. The civil officers there look after them,:md If 
they are out of order repor,t upon them to the Government; but between Burdwan and" 
Benarcs the. road rIDlS through a country where there is little traffic, and at a great distance 
from the stations of the .civil 'officers, and hence they are not looke~ after. .. 

In the Upper Provinces, if a complaint of the state of the ro~ JS ma~e to th~ engmeer III 
«<barge of it. it is immediately attended to~ ~d frequently th«: ~ngllleer WIll go ~self'to the 
lipot to ascertain the nature of the obst;uctior;a, and see that It ~ removed. In this'way v~ry 
extensive breaches in the road are reparred wlthout delay; hut m B~ng&l the s~me attent:on. 
is not paid to the complain.ts of the public, nor the same promptitude used ,m remedymg 
defects in the road when poroted out. 

495. What is the length of the stages at which relays of horses are kept by the company? 

-Six miles.' th runk d • 
496. Did the company tender for the conveyance of the mail along e t ro.a.o 

:B h the recent expiry of the contract?-No; we have not yet made any tender for the 
co':veee~~e of the mails. We could not'tender until our arrang~ments were complete; and we 
woull not enter into a contract for the conveyance of the mails, unless we coUld have the 
. 8" 3 E 2 whol~ 
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, d Benares I am convinced now that we could con-
whole line of road Bbetween CalCcualttatanta in 40 ho~rs fot seven months; and for the rest of 
vey' the mail fromenarestoCu.ilh.al 

h h · ht f th monsoon we could average seven m es an our ong the year, except at t e elg 0 e, . 
the whole line. ~ h ... f the a'ls b t . Y th t tract L'.or three years tor t e conveyan"e 0 m 1 e ween 

497. ou are aware a aeon I' d I' d h b d 
Oal d B h d f the banghies between Calcutta an >ur wan, as.. een ma. e 

cutta an ur ee, an 0 b I' d· b t 'f th t b th 'th M Atki 'I-I as not aware that the contract has een c 08e , u 1 a e e WI r. nson , w . 
case of course we shall not tender until that contract exprres, .' ' 

. 4 '8 H 'you een the carts used for the conveyance of the mails In the, Upper ProvInces 1 
_ -.les· I h::e; th:yare light carts, of a superior ~escription to those used In ,Bengal between 
Benar~s and Calcutta. But then the Post-office In the Nort~-westem ProvInces pays m~ch 
higher for its contracts than the Bengal Post-office; though, In fact, the expense of caITylng 
the mails in Bengal is much greater,. owing to wear and tear over ,a bad ',road, the greater 
mortality among horses, and other cIrcumstances. 

6th A.u!Just 1850. 

Khadim Hosein. 

'499. You are a delivery peon of the General Post-office ?-I a~;' I have held the situation 
for the last four or five years. Previous to that I was employed ll-S a pressman. by Messrs. 
De Rozario and Co., and I also kept a cloth shop in the Burra .nazar. -. 

5tJO. Where is· your home ?-At Burar, in the district of Burdwan, ;tbout ten mues to the 
south-west of Pundooa. . 

5(1]. How came you to be appointed a ~eliv~ry peon 'of the Gen~ral Po~t-office 1-1 had a 
brother a,delivery peon, and I used to asSISt hlm 'and work as hIS substltute when he took 
leave of absence. When Ji had learned the, business, and a place fell vacant, the ;inspector, 
Mr. Johnson, asked me if I would 'accept it. I did so, and deposited ~ls. 50 as security. He 
then reported in my favour to the l'ostlnaster-general, and 1 was apPoInted. 

502. What wages do you, get ~-Ejght rupees a ~~nth. . , 
503., Besides this; do you receIve any other. perqUISItes 1-Yes; .at the tIme of the ,PooJahs 

the wealthy native gentleme~ give me a preseD;t" but in the' year this does not amount to more . 
than Rs.2 or Rs.3, I receIve no other perqulSltes. . ' 

504. Whatditisiondo you belong to 1-1 belong to the .fourth division;. and my numb~r 
is 20. ' . 

b05. What are the limits of your division ?-It extends north from Moorghyhatta-street . 
and Colootollah, and includes the whole native town in that direction. At the western end 
of Moorghyhatta~street the southern· boundary of the division takes a north westerly direction~ 
and meets the river at the Armenian, Ghaut. ~o the ,elVltward, where the continuation of. 
Colootolla'meets Amherst-street, the boundary line takes ,a northerly direction to the Alms
house, which it includes, and then runs .to the f10~ east until it' meets the Circular-road at the 
point where it is crossed by 'Machooa Ba~ar-street. From tha~ point all to the nortp and 
east is in the fourth division, and all to the south and east is in the sixth division. " . . ' . . 

506. How far doe's youI' delivery extend beyond the limits of the town 1-1t includes Chit
pore, Burranagur; Cossipore, Ooturpara, Paukpara, Beerpara"13elgachea, Ooltadanga, Bag
maree, Kankurgacha, and .N a~·kooldanga. It extends about five miles in a northerly direction " 
fro~ the General Post-office,. and about four miles in a westerly dh-ection. , 

507: How ma~y peons, are there·in youp,division 1-There are six'peons in my, division. _ 
~OS, How· many of· these· take <>ut the .letters of the first, and how many of the second 

dehvery?~Three of them.always take out the letters of the'first delivery. On some days. 
one, and on other days two of these-return befo.re the second delivery takes place.. The letters. 
of the second delivery are taken out by all the peons of the division, including those who have ; 
returned from the'morning delivery. . .' " 

509, How are the letters of the first delivery divided among the three peons who take them, " 
out.?-Only letters -addressed to English reSidents, and the native gentlemen who reside in, 
theIr own houses (ghurwallas). No Bengalee letters go out by the first delivery, because the 
persons to 'whom, they are addressed are· not at their shops early in the day, and neither can 
~e letters be dehvered nor the postage due on them be realised. The peon who carries letters 
m the morning to Cossipore, and .other pl.a~es beyond the Circular Canal, takes also, the ' 
Bengalee letters addressed to persons resldmg there, because he remains absent on his 
del!verr the whole, day, 'and can distribute the letters to those persons in the' cours~ 
of It. " I 

at 0.' Does'the same peada always take letters to Cossipore and other plac~s beyond the 
canaI'!~No; we take it in turns. '. , 

. 511. ,Does the pea~a who goes to Cossipore, with, the, ea~ly d~livery 'tak~ letters to', B~l': 
gachea, Narcooldanga, and other lIuburbs to the eastward 1-No' there is no morning delIvery. 
in those places. . 1 'I ~e reason, ~s that, ~ere a~ no wealthy. peopl~ jn~ tha~ dh-ection, and very, 
few letters to be d~hvered. lhe mor!llng delIvery beyond the,town only includes Cqssipore, 
Paul.. para, and Baranugger. The reSIdents pf .the othel' suburbs in the fourtll division only get 
their letters by the aftel1l00n delivery. . " , ,,'" " . 

, , ' . . .• 012. When' 
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512. When does the peon, who takes letters to Cos-sl'pore d'ts"'t' th . 

t t th G I 1,) ffi an I VICIni Y In e mornmg 
te urn 0 e enera ost-o ce 1-Generally about 8 or 9 S t" h h' 

fi I tte d li p. M. ome Imes w en t ere 
are v.ery ewers to ever, he returns by 7 P. M., and sometimes not till the following 
mornmg. 

513. l!0w ar: the letters divided between the two peons who take out the town letters at 
the mO.rnmg dehvery 1-MJ. letters addressed to places to the eastward of the Chit ore-rpad 
-are dehvered ~y one peon, and all to the westward by the other. One of them tak! the east 
Side of the Cllltpore-road, and the other the west side. 

614. Are' all the Cossil?ore l~tters invariably taken out at the first delivery?-Almost 
~ways; and ~en those which arllve at the General Post-office after 9 A. M. are not deliver~d 
till the foll~~g ~ay. But sometimes when the dawks are delayed, and only a few of them' 
have come III In bme for the ~orning delivery, then ,the letters for Cossipore' and its,vicinity 
are not sent 'out by that dehvery, but the peon remains with them at the Post-office till 
3 ~. M., when the rest of the mails have come iq and the letters are, given out for the second 

.dehvery. 
51?. <?n what principle are the let!ers of the afternoon delivery divided among the peons of 

the dlY,lslon 1-Each peon has a particular part of the division in which he delivers letters and 
.accordmg to tha! arrangement the letters are divided amongst them. ' 

516. Where IS your beat1-My beat includes the' Burra Bazar and extends from the 
Armenian Church, northward, to PatoOl:ea Ghatta-street. J 

. ~1.7. Is not th~ Burra Bazar in t~e third division of delivery1-The peons of the third 
dlVlSlOn only dehver N agree letters In the Burra Bazar; but I have to deliver Bengalee 
letters there . 

. ~1.8. D,o the peons of the t?ird division deliver Nagree letters throughout the limits of your 
dlVlsion 1-N 0; they only dehver N agree letters addressed to merchants in the Burl'3. Bazar in 
,Armenia~-street, and in Colbotolla. There are very few N agree letters to be delivered bey~nd 
those pl~ces, and such letters w~ deliver. 

519. How long does it take you to deliver the'lettersin yourbeat1-If I leave the General 
Post-office at 3 P. M., r finish my delivery at from 6 to 8 P. M., according to the number of 
letters I have to deliver. 

520. What number of letters have you daily to deliver 1-The number varies very much. 
Sometimes I have as many as 100 to deliver; sometimes not more than 40. 
" 621. What is the proportion of paid and bearing letters delivered in your division ?-About 
half and half; sometimes more of one, sometimes of the other. 

622. Is there greater delay in the delivery of bearing than of paid letters ?-Very much 
greater. Paid 'letters are delivered at once without trouble; but I have.to wait five minutes 
at least, and sometimes a quarter of an hour, or even more, before 1 can get payment for a 
bearing letter. 

523. What proportion 'of the 1ettersin your bea:t are returned to the Gelleral Post-office1->
Not a very large proportion. 'Sometimes none are returned, and very seldom more than two 
(!Ir three'in a day. 

524. What are the causes of their being returned 1-Sometimes the person to whom they 
.are addressed has removed his'residence, and sometimes no trace of the addressee can be 
found. Th,ese letters are returned to the General Postloffice; and made remaining. :Some
times letters are refused for payment of postage.'I'he 'addressee sees £r'om the cover that it 
is sent by some one from whom he does not care to hear, and refuses to pay the postage. If 
a letter lias once been opened the postage musf be paid. 'I hese letters are also taken' back 
to the, (feneral Post-office, and, made remaining. , 

525 Are not such letters opened at the General Post-office, and returned to the sender for 
the re~~very of tIie' »ostage ?-This practice is in force ?!Ily wit.h regard to English letters. 
Native letters refused for postage are Iiever returned. lhe natIve letters refused for postage 
are put with the unclaimed letters., . 

526. 'To whom do you delive.r up the re~Ul'ned letters at the General Post-office 1-:1 take 
them to Petumbel" l\'[ookeljea With the reglstel" books. He compares each letter With ~e 
entry in the reirister, and takes the letters, with the register, to Mr. Botellh~J the sup.erm
tendent. Mr. Botellho puts his initials on. ea~h letter, and .opposite each entry l~ the ~egIster. 
Petumber Mookerjea t]len enters them all In a: ~ook whIch. he keeps, .and haVing given me 
credit for the amount of postage due on those which are beanng, he delIvers them all over to 
Mr. Starling. " . . . d h 

527. Does Petumber Mooke1Jea questIOn you m I'egard to each.letter;. that IS, oes e 
inquire-of you the reason why it cannot be delivered 1-Yes, he asks thIS In regard to each 
letter: and, indeed, the peons write npon the face of all, ~engalee lett~rs the reason:why they 
cannot be delivered. ~l~ydo not Wloit: anything of the kInd on En~hsh.Ietters which cannot 
be delivered, but explam verbally the -cIrcumstances. of each to ~r. btarlmg .•. 

528. You,mentioned above that each peoll had ~IS. own beat In your dlVlSlOn. How ~e 
letters delivered which are addressed to' persons Wlthm the beat of t?e peon who goes d~ly 
to Cossipore 1-The peon who goes to Coss~pore takes the !etters of hiS own town bt'at ,!"hich 
are"ready for the morning delivery, and delIvers them on hl~ w~y befor~ he goes to CosslI?~r~ 
Letter~ for that beat which arrive during the day are n<?t ~Istnbuted till the next day. this, 
causes a delay oftwo,'ot three bOllI'S befOl'e he gets to C~sslpore. . di" 'I 1'\' th 

529. Is there 'an accelerator to conyey the peons to their beats m your vIsion .-J: 0, ere 
never has been one. ' "Thel'e is one that goes to Garden Reach, an~ another to. Bhowanypore. 
These are the only two accelerators.' '- . d' .' ~ Y 

5'30, '.Would the employment of all~ a('ce!era.tor assist the delivery m your lVlSlon .-- es; 
it would exp~dite the delivery, and greatly relIeve the peons~ 531. Who 
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631 Who, is the inspector of your division 1-Mr. ~orris. ? . 
632: What is the nature of the inspection he exercIseS over the peons .-He keeps a,b,ook. 

of our attendance at the General Post-office,' and takes an ~ccount of our postage collections 
t th t th .., t more than a certain amount of bearmg postage due upon letters made osee a e,eIsno . , b k' f ';. I . thA. h 
over to us for delivery. He also examines our receIpt 00 0 servI"e etters to see ... t t ey 
have been duly delivered. • h 

533. Does the inspector of your division ever ~o about the town to see t at the peons are 
at their duty 1-No, never; but if anyone refuses to pay postage for a letter delivered· to 
him"I complain to the inspector, and he then proc~eds to'tlie spot and endeavours, to compel 
payment. .It frequently happens that those who dIspute the demand ofl a peon WIll agree.to 

'. pay what the inspector says is due from them. " . 
. 534. Do you deliver all the letters entrusted to you w~th your own hands, or do you .ever 

delegate the duty to .others 1-I deliver all the letters 'WIth my own hand, and never employ 
Wly one else to ,do it. I believe.that all the other peon~ do the s~me.' , , , 

535, Are there not persons in ~ttendance who ~ssIst the delivery peons WIth the view of 
learning ,the business, and. ilL expec~ation of ~getting .employment 1-Y es, th~I'e ll.r~ such 
persons, but they are not entrusted With the ~WrenylO£,ietl;ers. :They go out WIth the p~ons ' 
in their beats and see how the letters· are delivered, and then'on a vacancy they are qualIfied , . 

• to succeed. 
536, Can you read English addresses 1-No, I cannot. I ean read no addresses but Ben

.galee. Some of .the peons by constant habit are able to make out English addresses. 
537. ICan you not read Persian roId Hindee.addresses 1-No, none but Bengalee. 
538. Do the peons report the conclusion oftheir delivery at the General Post-office1-.No, 

.they do not. rJ hose who take out the morning delivery return again to the GeIJ.eral Post
loffice for the afternoon delivery, but do not-formally report themselves. After the afternoon 
Idelivery.all the peons go to their houses. We are obliged to be in attendance at tll; General 
Post-office at 9 A.M. every day. The peons of the divisions to which the acceleratQJ's go are 

10 bliged·to come back by the accelerator; if they. fail to do· so, the inspector reports. them to 
:the Deputy Postmaster-general, and they are fined. . 

539. Have you always been in the fourth division ?-No. When I first entered the service 
.I delivered letters in the direction of. Mirzapore, where letters are now delivered by the peons 
of the sixth division. At .that time the arrangement of .divisions was different from .what it 
now is. 

540. Are there many steamer letters for delivery in your beat ?-No, not many, but there 
is always a special delivery of ' them in the \mornin~ after the steamer arrives. When the 
steamer arrives.l am obliged to -desist froni my daily. delivery, and return to the Post-office 
to receive the steamer letters as they are delivered. It is tile s~me with the Bombay over
land mail. The steamer never arrives in the night or early in the morning before,office hours; 
but .when the .Bombay mail I arrives at such 'times, one' of tile 'Post-office peons goes round to 
the :houses of the delivery peons and summons them to the Post-office. . 

541. Is there not an order of the Postmaster-general that the delivery peons should reside 
on the Post-office premises 1 - Yes, -there is, but it has never been enforced; all the peons live 
as' near the Post-office as they can, where cheap lodgings suited to natives of. their .rank in 
life are to ·be ,had. '. 

542. Where;do you live in Calcutta ?-Near Tuntunea Bazar, about half a mile from the 
General Post-office. 

10th August 1850 • 

. Jumeeruddeen. 

543. You are a.delivery peon of the .General.Post-office 1-1 am; I have held the situation 
for l4, or l5 y~ars.; I receive :as. 8 a month; my home is at Bullia Adampore, in .. the 
ao~raJ1 district. 

544. What division do you belong to?-The sixth division; my number is 26. 
p45. 'What are the limi~ of your division 1-The northern boundary of my division extends 

from, the corner .. of 'Tan~-square, 'along the Bow Bazar, to Chattawallah Gully; thence it 
takes a.northerly direction to Colootollah and thence easte~l to the corner of Amherst-street 

• a " where It.agam takes a'norther\y directi?D: as far as the issionary premises at Mirzapore., 
The boundary then goes north-east, untIl It meets Machooa Bazar-street where it finally takes 
lip ea~terly direction along Rajah Ram Lochun's road to the eastward. ' 

From the ,north-east corner,of Tank-square the boundary goes along Old Court House-; 
street, . ;Esplanade-row. Ch~wnnghee-road, and down Jaun Bazar-street to the Circular
r9ad ; It then takes.a south-easterly direction at the back of the Nawab's Garden, sp as to 
~clude the suburbs of Intally, Comardanga,. Jaunnugger,. Serampore Googoo Danga and ~ 
fapsya. ' , 

546. How many peons are there in your division; and of these how many take out the 
l~tters of the tirst, and .how many of the second delivery 1-There are seven peons' the number 
of those ~ho take out t~e letters 9f the first d,elivery depends upon the number ~f the letters 
tq he dehvered. ' SometImes only three go With ,them, <and sometimes four. If there are a 
great many letters for delivery, five peoIlS occasionally go out at 10 A. 1Il. 

547. Has 
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547. Has e~ch peon a particular beat of his own ?-Yes' • . '. , 
ward of the CIrcular-road, and includes Sealdah Ha 'toll h cl beat IS entirely to the east
Nimuk Chokey, Cootgunge, Chingreehutta Soo~ah aOnd ~T' °lodnapatty, Balliaghatta~roadi 

548 Wh 't . , . ' , .l1 arcoo anga-road 
. en 1 18 your tune to remam at the General Po ffi . '. 

delivery, who takes your letters to their destination ?-Th st-o ce a~ the time ofthe morning 
for residents in Sealdah are taken out by peon No 30 b :thfew E~ghsJh letters there may be 
until 3 P. M. • ,u e native etters are not taken out 

549. How long does it take you to complete the delive' be? 
letters at 10 o'clock, I have also to deliver the town.letterrys m·m t~hourb att.f-If I taNke out thde 
thi t k I fi h ie ea 0 peon 0 30 an s a es me near y our ours. I do not therefore et to . . j 

it takes me until night to complete the del' I g t my proper beat until 2 P. M., and 
. Ivery. re urn to· the General Post-office in the mornmg. . 

650. Who is the inspector of your division ?~Mr. Duncan. 
~ 51. Does he go abou~ the division. to see that the peons are at their beats, and that the 

resIdents have no complamts tQ make· m respect'to the deli ... ery of th . 1 tte 'I H' b . . dri th . I hi • elr e rs ,- IS Usmes8 
IS to ve. e ,acce e1'8;tor w . ch takes the peons of the seventh division' to their beats with 
the letters of the mornmg delivery; he never comes into our division. 

552. rhe~ wpat do you understand to be ~is duty in regard to the peons of your division? 
- H.e questIons us a~ to the amo~n! of beanng postage realised, and as' to the number of 
be~g letters u!ldelivered and stil~ m our possession. Sometimes, but very rarely, if there is 
a mIsunderstandmg between a resld~tlt and one of thel peons respecting the delivery of a 
letter or th~ demand of postage, the mspt;ctor goes to the spot to settle the matter. He has 
never been m my beat. 

10th August 1850: 

Moonee:ruddeen. 

553. You are a delivery peon of the Calcutta. Post-office ?~I am' I have held the 
,situation for 28 or 29 years; my home'is at Peew" cl~se to Dhuneakhaliee Thana, in Zillah 
Hooghly. , 

554. What wages do you receive 1-Eight rupees a month. 
655. Besides this, do you. receive '~y perquis~tes 1-N 0 fixed perquisites, put I rece~ve a 

'cust?mary pres~nt at the tIme -of Hmdoo festivals, from the residents of my beat. My 
r~celFs fr?m this sour~e am~t,to lls,2P or Es. 2:> m the yeru:; beside.s' this, people to whom 
I d~liver letters, sometimes ~ake JP.e a.. present of one Of two pIce, .but ltis qUlte voluntary on 
theIr parts. 

556. Wh'at diVision do you belong to 1-1 belong to the third division; my number is 12. 
557. What.are the limits of your division 1-The peons of my division are four in number, 

and it is 6ur duty to deliver all letters, not addressed in 13engalee, within the local limits of the 
fourth and sixth divisions. The limits of our delivery extend iq the north direction to Bans
tollall-stree4 but there are two Mahajunee houses- in Patoorea Ghatta-street, near the river
side, where we have to deliver Nagree letters. The boundary of the delivery extends on the 
east side to the C.hitpore-roa~ and. some way up Colootollah-street, so as to include Amratollah
lane, Soorty Bagun, Cheenaparah and Tiretta Bazar. On the south' and west the delivery is 
bounded by the end of SUKeas-Iane, Old China Bazar-street, and the river. We deliver all 
Nagree, Persian"Teloogoo, Mahratta and English letters within these limits. The peons of 
the fourth and sixth divisions deliver only Bengalee letters. 

558. How many deliveries are there daily in, yoUr division 1-Two; one at 10 A. M., and 
the other at 3 P. M. . 

559. How many peons take out the letters of the morning delivery?-Two peons take out 
iliemorning letters at.l0 A.M.; they gene.rally return by 20 30. or 2.45. ·P.M.; but sometimes, 
when the delivery is heavy, or they are delayed in collecting bearing'postage, they fail to 
do so. When they return they are occupied in settling accounts with the moonshee. The 
other two peons take out the leUers- of the .afternoon deliv:ery at 3 P.M., an.d deliver theI?l 
generally by 6 p~ M., though they are sometImes en~ged m the work until. 8 P.M:; this 
depends upon the time at which the western dawks arrIve. If they do not arrIve until after 
9 A.M., then the afternoon. delivery is the heavier of the two. Nearly all the Nagree letters 
come by the western dawk though a few come flOm Madras and Bombay. 

560. Do the peons wh~ take out the letters of the second delivery return to the General 
Post-office the same night ?-N 0, they go home, and attend at the General Post-office the 
next day. _ 

561 Have the four peons of your division. each separate b'eats 1-Yes, they have; two of 
us No~ 12 and 13 take the Burra Bazar and the western parts ,of the division, and the other 
"';0 take Colootoliah-street and the other eastern parts of the division. The beats of Nos. 12 
and 13 are distinct. I, who am No. 12, commence, with Toola nazar, and deliv~r letters in 
Burtollah Gully, Hanspokeria Gully, Shama B~y~ s Gully', Deyhatta, Ram Dyal s Khuttra, 
Chunder Bannerjea's Khuttra, Myraputty Rajah s Khuttra, Sukmoy Bazar, and Patter 
Ghatta. 

562. When it is your time to take the afternoon delivery', how .are ~e letters of the. first 
delivery distributed in these pJaces I-Pepn ~o, l_:t t~them. Wlth his own and dehver~ 
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them;' and in like manner, when it is my tum to take the first delivery, I deliver the letter~ of 
his beat j this practice is invariably observed. The letters of the first delivery -are never kept_ 
for the second. 

563. How many letters are there to deliver daily in your beat 1-About so or 90. 
664. Are they chiefly bearing or post-paid 1-The greater number are bearing postage. 
565. Is there much more delay in delivering bearing than paid letters 1-Yes, considerably 

more; a post-paid letter is delivered at once withou~ trouble, but bearing letters cannot be 
delivered until the postage is paid, and it takes some time to settle the payment of the postage 
due on each letter; it may perhaps take two or three minutes to deliver each bearing letter. 

1>66. What number of letters in your division are returned to the General Post-office 1-
Abou.t four,. five, or six every day; they are chiefly letters of which the addressees cannot be 
found, either from' their not being known by name to the residents of the division, or from 
their having left Calcutta and gone to live in some other place. Not many letters are refused 
for postage; the persons to whom we deliver letters are chiefly mahajuns, who take all 
letters addressed to them. I don't suppose that more than two or three letters are refused for 
postage in my beat, in the course of a month. On each returned letter I write a short 
report of the reasons for which it is returned. 

12th August 1850. 

Mr. C. S. Starling. 

567. ON the occasion of my going to the General Post-office to inquire about a remaining 
letter addressed to Mouluvy Ahmed, you stated in my presence and in that of the Postmaster
general that it was not usual to return to the sender'native letters refused for payment of 
postage ?-I did; such was then the case, and such had always been the case up to that 
time; the reason being that native refused letters returned to the senders always come back 
again as" dead letters, it being found impossible, in the great majority of cases, to trace out 
the writer of a native letter. This is not the case with English letters; the writers of English 
letters are always easily found, and t1:).ey invariably pay the postage of returned letters, lest 
future letters shoUld' be withheld from them; but'with regard to the senders of native letters" 
even if they are found, they frequently deny having written the letters returned to them; and as 
it is impossible 01' very difficult to prove 'their identity, the letters are made remaining, and 
returned to the General Post-office as dead letters. 

56S. Has any change been made in the practice of the General Post-office since the occa
sion referred to 1-The Postmaster-general then issued an order, desiring that the law should 
be strictly observed in regard to all refused letters, native as well as English; and since then 
all letters declared by the peons to be refused for payment of postage have been opened, and •• 
returned to the sender under a printed cover. ' 

569. 'Is it the practice 'to allow letters to lie in the Post-office for the convenience of parties" 
until they ar~ able or willing to pay the postage due upon such letters 1-Yes, this is always 
allowed. • 

570. How long are letters allowed to lie at the General Post-office under these circum
stallCes ?-lJ' ntil called for; such letters, ifleft for a very long time, would be returned as refused 
letters; but when persons acknowledge that letters are meant for them, and request that they 
may lie in the Post-office until it is convenient for them to pay the postage, they always come 
and take them away, sooner or later, AS soon as they can afford to do so. 

571. Do you mean the answer to the preceding question to apply to all letters, or only to 
, English letters 1~ The answer certainly' applies to all English letters of that kind; but aDout 
'native letters I cannot speak positively, as the duty of returning such letters, after they have 
been made remaining, rests with Petumber MooKerjea,. ,But I know that native letters are 
frequently delivered to the addressees after they have been made remaining. 

572. If a native letter of this kind once made remaining is not called for, is there any 
chance of its ever being returned to the sender 7-None at all; the native letters are never 

, examined after they have been made remaining, until the time comes for' opening and destroy
ing them. It would only be overloading the dawk for no good purpose to return letters of 
this kind, as'the senders would rarely be found. 

The xeplies of Petumber Mookerjea to Questions 440 to 451 were then read, and the 
witness was asked, 

573. Are the answers given by Petumber Mookerjea to these questions correct 1-Yes, 
they-are; with the exception of the proportion of native letters returned to the General Post
office for the convenience of the addres~ees, and kept there until they can pay the postage. 
I should not think that the number of these letters exceeds I-16th of the whole number of 
letters retumed to the General Post-office and made remaining. 

574. You agree with Petumber Mookerjea in thinking that it is in the power of the peons 
to return letters as unclaimed, or to cause them to be made remaining, for the alleged conve· 
'nience of the addressees, when in fact they are refused for postage 7-Yes; if the peons return 
letters refused for postage as unclaimed, it cannot be found out. This state of things must. 
exist so long as let~ers are received bearing postage. 

19tn August 



POSTAL COMi\lUNlCATION, &c. IN INDIA. 

19th A;ugust 1850. 

Baboo Nihal Chund. 
• 57 I). You ru:e the son of Jhal Baboo 'l--( am. 

57? What IS y~ur fa~er's occupation 1-He i~ masuldar of· the Nizamutj that is, be 
supplJes ~hatever .IS requIred by the Nawab Nazim and his family, such as jewels, cloths, 
anf: d

h 
the hke. I and my brother caiTy on the chief part of the business of the nousa for my 

at er. . 
.. , 577. Have you any other business besides that of supplying the Nizamut with cloths and 

Jewels 1-Yes; we carry on a general merchandize in such articles and in silks. We have 'a 
. kotee at Rungpore, and agents at Calcutta, Benares, Mirzapore, and Monghyr. ' 

578. How many letters have you occasion to write in the course of a month ?-From 15 to 
20 letters. 

579. \Vhat postage do you pay on letters sent to the several places you have mentioned 1_ 
T~ Calcutta,. on a letter not exceeding a tolah in weight, we pay two annas; to Benares and 
Mlrzapore, SIX an~; and to Monghyr and ~UDgpore, two annas. Besides this, upon every 

.lett~r sent and recer~ed, we pay half fn anna III the former clise to the dak moonshee who 
receives the letter j III the latter, to the peon who delivers it . 

. 580. Where do you post your letters ?-At Zeagunge. The post-office is about two 
miles from our house, which is. situated in the Mahulla of Mehmapoor near the house of 
Juggut Seit., , 

58 1. Doe~ ~he present rate of postage on letters sent to Denares and Mirzapoor prevent 
you frOID: wntmg II:s many letters as you would otherwise d01-Undoubtedly it does. We 
are now III the habit of putting off' writing to our agents until we have collected instructions 
for several days. If the rate was ,lower we should wI'ite much more frequently • 

. 582. If the rate was one anna for half a tolah, and two annas for a tolah, to all places 
wlth.out reference' to distance, how m,any more letters would you ?e likely to write 1-I cannot 
precIsely say, but we should then wnte whenever we had any tlling to write about. But the 
nature of our business is not such as to require us to write every day. . 

583. How long have Y'0ur family resided in Bengal ?-For three generations; my great 
grandfather came from Bikaneer, and settled here; and since then we have all along resided at 

. Moorshedabad. 
, 584. Do you keep up any correspondence with other branches of your family at Bikaneer? 
-No, we have long cea~ed to do so.. . -

58a. Do you usually send your letters bearing or post-paid 1-Always bearing; and the 
letters I receive also come bearing. 

586. Have you any particular reason for doing so ?-It hall always. been our custom, and 
it arose pI'Obably from the apprehension that a bearing letter was more likely to reach its 
destination than a paid one. 

587. Have you ever lost a letter sent tht:ough the Post-office, either paid or bearing?-No, 
never; except on one occasion several years ago, and then I heard that the dawk had been 
robbed. But letters are fre<l,uently mis-sent, and retul'D.ed after several months, instead of being 
sent to'their propel' destination at first. ' 

588. Would you object to a compulsory prepayment Qf postage in all cases 1-Certainly 
not, especially if it were accompanied by a reduction in the rates of postage. We have at 
present to pay postage on all letters received and sent on our own business; and it would not 
signify to us the least whether we had to pay it on despatching or receiving the letters, pro~ 
vided the letters wel'e in either case equally sure of being delivered. 

1 he nature of postage stamps, such as are used in the United Kingdom, was then explained 
to the witness, and he was asked,-

589. Would you have any objection to the use ofstamps in substitution of money for the 
prepayment of postage 1-None whatever; on the contrary, it would be a great convenience 
to us to use them. But it would be necessary that the Government should take proper 

. measures to supply them to the public. 
5911. Do you tliink. the people generally will understand the use of stamps, and purchase 

them 1-Yes' I cannot conceIve that there will be any difficulty in the matter. 
591. Hav~ you any delay to complain of in the delivery of l~tters 1-No; they are 

delivered as soon as they arrive at the Post-office to t~ose who live near, and to .those 
at a distance on the following day. Our lett.t;rs are delivered the same day, and Without 
any delay. . • f G - 'I 

592. Is the peon who delivers letters at yo~r house a paI~ servant 0 overnm~nt .-:-
No; I understand he is not. He represents hunselfto be a hued ,Peon, and to rec;elve ~lS 
remuneration from the extta half anna, charged on each le~er. I believe that the .residents of 
Zeagunge, to whom letters are delivered by a regularly paid peada, are not reqUIred to pay 
anything for their letters besides the regular p~stage. " . 

693, How are letters sent into t~e intel'lor of the dlstl'lct 1-Always by private mes-

se~~e:~'Would it be a convenience to the public ifletters were received.at and deliver~d from 
eve olice thana 1-Undoubtedly it would. A.great number of letters would be wrItten to 
and1r~m the interior of the district by the post, If they could be posted at the thanahs and 
delivered from thence. . b t d 

595. In what language do you usually ad;dress letters Wl'ltten . y-yo.u 0 your correspon -
ents

8
?-In Mahajunee, Pe~sian, and Bengali. 596. Do 

.7. 3 F 
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596. Do you make use of the banghy '1-Very seldom indeed; but we sometimes receive 
banghy parcels from Benares.'· . ~ 

597. Have you ever lost parcels by the 'banghy,?-On one occasion, a long time ago, a 
parcel of ours was lost; but I heard that the banghy had been robbed. The goods were 
insured at Benares, and we recovered the value of them. • 

.598. How do you send' jewels about the country ?-Eithe~ in country boats or by the river 
steamers; but we alway~ insure them. We send very few Jewe!s from Moorshedabad; but 
we receive a large quantity from other places. They are always msured by our agents. 

599. Do you maKe use of the Nizamut dawk between this and Calcutta ?-Formerly, 'in 
the late Nazim's time, when we sent for anything from Calcutta for the familY, we were. 
allowed to make use of the Nizamut dawk, but this is not the case nOW. We paid nothing 
for the privilege, as the things were generall)" for the N azim him~elf, and if he had charged 
us postage he would have had to repay it in the price of the article. 'We sometimes, but rarely; 
send letters to Calcutta by the Nizamut dawk. For instance, when a bank note is to be sent 
we send one-half by the Nizamut, and the other half by the Nizamut dawk. We pay no 
postage on letters sent bY'the Nizamut dawk. The Nlzamut dawk is not availabl~ except 
for the Nawab, the members of his family, his dependents, and those connected with the 
palace. 

19th August 1850. 

Baooo Sookmul. 

600. You are Gomastah of the firm of N ehal Chund Inderchund 1-1 am. 
601. What is the business of the firm 1-They are bankers, and deal-in bills of exchange. 

They also advance money on the mortgage of landed and other proper!y. The principal firm 
is at Baloochur, in the city of Moorshedabad, and it has correspondmg firms at Calcutta, 
Culna, Dinagepore, Rungpore, Pumeah, N attore, and Rampore Bauleah. It also has agents 
at Patna, Mirzapoor, Benares, and Jypoor. . 

602. What number of letters does the firm at Baloochur write in the course of a month ?
To the corresponding 'firms in Bengal, letters go every day; but to the agencies at distant 
places, such as Patna, abd other towns in Hindoostan, the firm does not write more than 
from five to ten letters a month. . . 

603. Would the cQlTespondence of the nrm increase if the postage on all letters not ex· 
ceeding one quarter tolah in weight were reduced, without reference to distance, to ~ne anna? 
-No, I do not think it would increase much; because the business of the firm with the more 
distant places is very limited, and we now write as often as we have any occasion to do so. But 
the personal correspondence of persons who, like myself, live at Moorshedabad, but have 
relations at Rajpootana, would greatly increase under such circumstances. 

604. Where is your home 1-At Bikaneer. I have resided at Moorshedabad for the last 
seven years. I have many relations at Bikaneer with whom I correspond occasionally; but 
'I cannot afford to send my letters separate on account, of the heavy postage; so 1 generally 
'get some friend ,who is writing to Bikaneer on business to enclose my letter in his. If the 
'}lostage· were reduced to one anna, I $hould write home four or five letters every month, 
instead of one every two or three months, as I now do. . 

605. How many of your countrymen do you suppose there are now resident in Moorshe
dabad ?<-Several hundreds; and there are also a great number of them in the other districts 
.of Bengal, where trade is carried on, such as Rungpore, Dinagepore, and other places where 
we-have corresponding firms. All these would undoubtedly write many more letters by the 
post, if the postage were reduced to one' anna. 

606. Does the same remark apply to the correspondence sent to these people from Bika
neer 1-Y es; at present letters are sent to several persons enclosed in one envelope not 
exceeding a tolah in weight, but if the postage were only one anna, every one would write 
lSeparately, an,d where one letter is now sent by post five or six would go. 

607. Are the letters of the firm usually sent bearing or post-paid 1-AIIIlost always bearing, 
and the letters received also come bearing. . 

608. Is there any reason for this 1-Yes; there is more confidence that a bearinO' letter will 
reach its destination safely. • '" 

609. Haveletters of the firm ever been lost ?-Never; but they are frequently mis-sent, and 
do not reach their destination until after some considerable delay. • 

610. Does the firm make use of the dak banghy?-Yes, occasionally, to and from 
Calcutta. ' 

611. Have any parcels sent by banghy been lost ? -Yes, on two occasions; once between 
Moorshedabad and Dinagepoor, in the Maldah district, and once on the way from Benares. 
In the former case the property was recovered, but in the latter the parcel was never heard of. 
Both these cases happened about two or three years a~o. I sent a gomashta to Maldah, and 
it was through his inquiries that the parcel was recovered. ' . 

The nature of postage stamps was then explained to the witness, and he was asked,-
612. Woul~ your employers have any objection to the use of stamps? -No; on the 

contrary they would ccmsider the use of them a convenience, and a means of greater security 
for- their letters. ' 

613. W~uld 



POSTAL 'COMMUNICATION, &c. IN: INDIA. 

613. Would the -use of stamps be readily-understood b the p hr - OO? I h uld 
think so I find no diffi wt ' h" 'y U IC m gene .- S 0 

Th
' bI: h b't ted Coo thY In compre ending It, and I see no reason why others should. 

e pu IC are a 1 ua e use of stamps for other purposes 
. 61

M
4. :-~uld PhrethPayment. of postage in aU cases be objected to'?-No; it signifies nothing 

to a , a aJun weer he prePll:Ys the postage of his letters or not. 
615. ~ave you to pay anything for the receipt of your letters by post above the authorised 

postage ;-We have not; because. our letters are numerous and we compound by ~ving the 
dak Dloonshee a present at the Hindoo festivals. But froU: the people whQ onI receive and 
post letters occasIOnally, from one to two pice for each letter is taken. Y 

) 9th August 1850. 

Radha Nata Dutt.' 

, 616. How long have you b~en pa;k Moonshee at Berhampore?-NearlY ten years pre
VIOUS to that I was an apprentice m the Calcutta General Post-office. I was appointed here 
by Dr. Kean, ~t the reco~mendation of Mr. Moore, the late Deputy Postmaster-general. 

617. What IS the establ~shment of the Berhampore Post-office?-There is a moonshee on 
Rs. 30 a month; three wnters, two on Rs. 20 each. and one on Rs. 15 a month; one head 
peon on a salary of Rs. 7, and four delivery peons on Rs.5 each; Rs. 30 a month is allowed 
for stationery and all other contingencies, and Rs. 25 a month for -house rent. The post
maste~ also ~eceives a salary of Rs. 50 a month. At the subordinate post-office at Jeagunge 
there IS a wnter on Ra. ;t5, and two peons on Ra. 5 eachi Ra, 3 a month is also allowed for 
stationery. At Khamrah there is a. writer on Rs. 15 a month, with Ra. 2' a month for 
stationery; and at Bhugwangolah there is a. similar establishment. At Dewansury~ there is 
only a writer on Rs. lOa month. In the abstract salary bill of the Berhampore Post-office a 
sum of Rs. 16. is drawn monthly as the salary of four peons at Bhugwangolah; but these men 
are employed as runners, and ought properly to be included in the road establishment. 

618. What is the moonshee's duty at the sudder post~office?-He drafts all correspond
ence with other post-offices and with the public; and he manages the whole busmess of the 
office connected with the Banghy and Dak Bearers' departments and with the department 
of Accounts. He is also cashier, and has charge of all the cash in the office. Lastly, 

. he superintends the rest of the establishment and sees that they discharge their duty properly. 
619. What duty does the head writer perforro ?~He opens the packets on the arrival of 

the mail!f, and registers all the letters and newspapers received for delivery. In short, 
he transacts all the business connected with the import mails, comparing the chellans with 
the contents of the packets, and returning them. 

-620. What is the duty of the second writer ?-He receives the letters posted for, despatch, 
registers them, and assorts them for despatch. He superintends the making up of the packets 
by the head peon, and despatches them. JIe also prepares the chellans of the export mails. 

621. What is the duty of the third WJ:iter?-The third writer attends at the office all night, 
and at other than office hours. He receives the mails that come in the night, opens them, 
and distributes the letters C?f the European residents whos~ peons ar~ in attendance. He als? 
despatch-rs the mails which have to be despatched dunng the roght. The Calcutta mail 
comes in at this time of year about midnight, and in the dry weather about 8 or 9 P.1I1. 

622. How is the head peon employed ?-He regis,ters all native . letters in :Senga~ee, and 
distributes them to the other peons for delivery. Native letters .receIved are tWice regIstered;. 
once by the first writer in English, and again ~y the ~ead peon m Bengalee. . . 

623. What"is the use of the second regIStry.m Be~galee ?-For. the conve1Ue~ce ?f keepmg 
the peons' accounts. Were it not for this regIste.r, It wou~d be difficult to ascertaro to what 
peon any particular letter had been given, so as to make him accountable'for the postage. and 
for the letter itself if inquired for. 

624. 'Give me a detail of the road establishment under the Berhampore Post~office?-~e 
only road under the Berhampore Post-office is that from Berhampore to Maldah, With 
a branch to Bhugwangolah. The road~ in the direction of Kishenagur and Beerbhoom, and 
Rampoor Bauleah, are under the postmasters of those districts respt)cuvely. The road from 
Berhampore to Maldah is 74 miles. and the branch from Chokey Lalbag to Bhugwangolah 
is 20 miles. On the Maldah road there are 12 stages. At Berhampore there ar~ three runners. 
and two bano-hyburdars; and at the succeeding stages, as far as Khadooah, there are five 
runners and three ban h burdars. At Khamrah, the stage next to Kha~ooah! the road 
to Bhagulpore branchesgo~, and is under the Bhagulpore postmaster. At thiS "tatlOn, there
fore there are under the Berhampore Post-office only, three runners and two banghY\i1drsh 
At the remaicing stages there are two runners and two banghyburdars, except at a a 
itself where there is one runner and one banghyburdar. R ~ 

The runners are ill aid at the rate of Rs. 4 a month, There are two overseers on a. 11) 
a month each. One las charge of the road :(rom BerhamJ;lore to Khamrah,. and the other 
from Khamrah to Maldah. There is also a boat establishment for crossmg the Pudda 
b d Kh h . f of two boats at a monthly expense of Rs. 12 for each boat. A 

eyon amra ,consls mg , d '. th 'ny season for keeping up an extra boat to 
contingent charge is sometimes lllcurre

th 
m . e r~u b t this never exceeds RII, 40 or 50 in 

cross a nullah between Khamrah and e mam t;Jver, u 
the yeat, and in some years is not incurred ;t:~ 625. What 
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625. What rule is ouserved on the arrival of' the Calcutta dak at Berhampore ?-All the 
wallets are opened and the packets examined and compared with the chellans and telegraph. 
Three wallets usually ~rrive, two containing packets fro~ Calcutta, and the thir~ contairung 
packets from intermedIate post-offices and from post-offices to the eastward, which are put 
into the wallet at Kishennugger. ,We take out of the wallet all the mails for Berhampore, 
Bauleah, ;Beerbhoom, an~ the N ~rth-western Province.s, and send on all the separate packets 
for forward stations, together With the despatch mails of the ~er~ampore Post-ojfice for 
stations in the direction of Khamrah. The 13auleah packets, 'Yhl~h mcl~de those fOl" Surda, 
Pubna, Serajgunge, Bograll, Nattore, and Jumalpore, are sent on Immedla.tely to Baulea~ by 
a different road; and those for Kandy, Beerbhoom, and the Upper Provmces are, detameq 
until the next evening, when the post-office closes and the daily despatch takes place. Inside 
packets enclosed in the Berhampore packet are detained until the "despatch of the following 
day. No inside packets to be forwarded to other stations are sent to Berhampore from 
Calcutta, but they: come in great numbers from other Mofussil post-offices. For instance, the 
Cutwa packet to Berhampore received last night contained inSide packets to be forwarded to 
Purneah, Bhagulpore, Maldah, Colgong, Jeagunge, Rungpore, Dinagepore, Khamrah, and 
Cooch Behar. All these pa:ckets are detained at Berhampore until the departure of the mail 
to-night, but if they had been separate packets they would have been forwarded last night with 
the rest of the mail~. 

626. Would it give rise to any practical inconvenience if these inside packets were made 
up separate 1-N 0; the nlimber of packets would be increased, but not to any great extent; 
~d instead of having to count and check 129 packets, as was the case last night,' I should 
have had to count and check about 200 or 250 packets. 

627. What 'then is the object of making up inside packets ~-The only object is that the 
postmaster of the despatching office may be the more speedily and easily discharged of his 
responsibility, by gettmg ~ne receipted chellan from a nea!' post-office, than. if hf1 had to look 
for a great numb,er ofrecelpted'chellans from post-offices m all parts'ofthe country. 

628. For what stations are parpels enclosed in the banghy gunnies sent from the'General 
Post-office to ]~erhampore'?-The gunnies addressed to Berhampore contain parcels for all 
stations beyond Berhampore, except Dinagepore and Rungpore, and the stations beyond 
them. It would save much trouble and delay if separate gunnies were made up for some 
other stations, such as Bhaugulpore and Rampore Bauleah; as at pr~sent all parcels for those 
stations ha.ve to be taken out of the gunnies at Berhampore, and registered and re-packed 
before the rest of the banghy can go on. The banghy is generally detained about two hours 
at Berhampore in consequence of this arrangement. There is no banghy establishment on th'e 
Bauleah road. Light parcels are sent on with the letter mail, and for heavier parcels extra 
banghyburdars are hired. 

629. At what hour do you close the office and make up the mails ?-I do not close the 
mails until 7 o'clock. Tlie office is never closed for the receipt of letters so long as I remain 
in 'attendance; but if the mails have been closed before letters are posted, they remain in the 
office until the next day. 

630. At what o'clock do the mails from Khamrah reach Uerhampore 1-The MaIdah mail 
came in last nig,J:t at S. 30. P.M., and the Bhaugulpore dawk at 4. 45. A.M., this morning. The 
day before the IVlaldab mail came in at 41'.111. At this time of the year there is no certainty 
'as to the time at whic4 these mails arrive; but in the dry season they both arrive between 
10 A.M. and noon every day. On ,the arrival of either the Maldah or Bhaugulpore mail,' 
whichever comes first, 1t is despatched with the 'Berhampore and Bauleah mails to Calcutta: 
If, however, either the Maldah or Bhaugulporemail arrives after 4 P.M., it is kept -until the 
Berha~poremail closesfortheday.Tw~ mails are despatched every day to Kishenuggur, 
one wltli the Bhaulgulpore and the other With the Maldah mails. 

631. When is the dawk despatched to Beerbhoom 1-The Beerbhoom mail, containing all 
the packets for the north-west, is despatched as soon as possible after the mails are closed; 
that is, about 7. 30. P.M. The Beerbhoom in the dry season generally arrives about noon or 
1 P.M., but at this time of year it does not arrive till 5 or 6 P.M. 

63~. Is 'the road establishment sufficient for carrying the daily mail ?-"':'Yes, it is, except 
between Khamrah and Maldah, where there is only one runner for the upward mails. On 
Bengalee Gazette days, and the days on which the overland mails are despatched, th'e mails 
for Malda~ and !he stations beyond it, are obliged to be packed in tWI? wallets, and these two 
wallets are carrIed by one runner. fhe postmaster has no authol'lty to employ an extra 
runner on these occasions, and it would be very difficult to get them, as the road from 
Khamrah to Maldah passes through a dense jungle w~ere there are no inhabitants. The 
reasons of the delay in this part of the road are given in a letter written by the postmaster of 
Bel'hampore to the Postmaster-:-general on the 3d September 1849. ' • 

633. How long is it since the mails were carried by contract alonO' the roads under the Ber
hampore postmaster?-Not since 1 was appointed dawk moonshee? but the mails were c~n
veyed from Calcutta as far ~s Berhampore by contract until within the last three or four years. 

634. Ha." any improvement taken place in the speed of the dawk since the abolition of the 
contrac~ 1-;-Yes, the mails from Calcutta reach Berhampore in about thlee hours less than they 
used to do; and, moreover, the packets from intermediate stations which the contractor did 
not always wait for, now come on with much greater regularity. ' , 

635. What meaIl:s !lre taken. to hasten ~he dawk on the road from Berhamp'ore to l\~;Udah 1 
- In the dry season, If the malls are carned at a speed of Tess than five mIles an hour, the 
overseers and runners alone the whole line o( road are fined. The telegraph only enables us 
to ascljrtain generally whethe~ delay has occurred between Berhampore and Khamrah, or 
Khamrah and Maldah. we have no meanS of finding out the precise chokey in which the 

, delay 
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delay occurs: The .only effectual way of checking the time along the whole ine of road would 
be to estabhsh uddadars at every stage and make them note' th tel h th ' 

h' h h il d lb' " In e egrap e time at w IC t e ma s passe . eheve this was formerly the practi'ce b t 't h t b ' , E" ht dd dR' u 1 as no een so In my 
tIme. Ig, U a aI'S, at ,s. 8 a m0!lth, would be necessal"y for this purpose, and the two 
overseers mIght then be dIspensed WIth. 'The dawk writers at Jl'agu ge D 'd 
KI uld h k th ' h " n , ewansaral an 

lamra wo c ec ~ ~me a,t t .elr !espectIve chokeys. ' , 
· 636. Has bany proposItion of thIS kmd ever' been made to the P~stmaster-generaI1-Not 

smce I have een here . 
. 637. Have any rewards eve~ be~n given to the 'overseers and runners for exceeding five 

IlI,lI~s 1-No, never. ,On one occaSIon they exceeded five miles an hour with the downward 
maIls; but as they faIled to, carry the upward mails at that rate, the rewards were withheld. 

20th. .Aul(ust 1850. 

, ~3~. WITH refere!lce to your answer' to Question 627, is there not a chel1an enclosed in every 
Inside packet '.'VhICh IS, returned from the receiving-office to the office of despatch 1-Yes there 
~s. , The despatching-office gets a receipt for the forward packets from the forward~office, 
In ,whose, packet they are enclosed. It afterwards gets receipts for the contents of each 
packet from the receiving-office. , 

639, How are the runners paid 1-They are paid through the overseers. The runners' 
wages are delivered to the overseers, who call at the Beyhampore Post-office once a month to 
receive them. The overseers pay the runners their wages, and take receipts from them, 

'640. ,Do the ~nne,rs complain or not rec~iving f:he whole of their pay from the overesers ?
Compla~nts of thiS kmd are sometImes received, but not oft~n. When they are preferred the 
p?st~asteJ,' makes inquiry ... and if ~hey are well founded the overseers are either fined or 
dismIssed. 

641, Has any overseer ever been dismissed for appropriating the runners'wages ?-Yes, one 
overseer was distpissed in 1843 or 1844. In 1847, a notification in English and Bengalee, was 
sent to be stuck up in each chokey, requiring palties having complaint of misanpropriation to 
make against the overseers or post-office writers to.do so within a month after ilie occurrence. 
Since. then only one complaint has b~en made, and ~at on investigation turned out to be 
unfounded. , • 

'642: Do you think that the overseers are in the habit'ofretaining some part of the runners' 
wages for their own use 1-1 do not think that the runners near the sudder post-office have 
any. portioll of their pay k~pt back from them, b~t I think i~ p~obable that thos~ at a 
distance may. I ~o not, however, suppose that a mon,thly deductlOlllS made from their pay, 
but they perhaps make the ,overseer a present in the course of the year. " 

.643. How is th~ tJme kept on the Bhogwangola-road.~-There IS no te~egraph 01). thiS ro~d, 
and the hour of the arrival of the mail at Bhogwangola lfi not noted, nor IS the hour at whICh 
the 'mails are despatched from Bhogwangoia communicll;tf1d to t~is office. We have no regular 
check upon the time occupied in the transit of the dawk, by thiS road. . . , '. 

• 644. Ar~ there any uddas or chokey:s in the Berh,amp,ore r:qst-~ffice dlVlSlOn at whIch 
letters are ;received for the post, or to .whlch they are sent for delivery:-No. , 

645. Are th~re any zemin~aree dawk stations along the road at which packets are re~elved 
or djll.ivered by the dawk runners ?-No, but th~ letters from the Khamrah, ~ewanseral, and 
Jeagunge thanas are posted at those places, and broJIght to 'the sudder statIon by dawk as 
service letters. .. , d b 

646. Are these letters registered, and are they included In returns A. and B. requIre .y 
the Commissioner 1-Yes, both. . f 

647. What, in your opinion, is the use of keeping up the registers 1-For/he pu~ose 0 
inquiring after missing letters. We give a receipt for every Iet~er,posted; an. unl~5S Wi ke~p 
a detailed register of each letter despatched, we cannot trace It I~ case ?f ~kilY'b t I). t I ~ 
North-west Provinces letters received for despatch are, not registered me, u on y 
the number of letters. of each kind despatched to an~ receIVe.d fr~m each Eost-~ffice. 'f 

648 How many inquiries for' missing letters are made at thiS o~ili m, t e bou~~e 0 3~ 
1'ear?~There are generally from two to three every month. I Perhaps ,ere"may e -110;t 
'such inquiries, in the CO]ll'se of a year. But from other post-offices we receIve severa e ers 

()f;inquiry during t~e ;m~)llth. 7 Al :Not a letter lias been lost in my 
· 649. Are letters IDqUlred for always foun~ ';-let::;!;itten from Sylhet, and addressed to 

time, that I recollect, except one. Tha~.tRa er com lained to the postmaster that he had 
General Raper, at Berhampore. GeneI' p . trr it ,vas found that the letter had been 
not re~eived this letter, but on re.ferenc~ t~ ~h~ regI~ the letter to General Raper's peo~, but 
~eceived in this o~ce. Th; wflter sal t a erire; was unished, and the pay due t? him 
It was not entered m the delIvery bGok. fb~ w ho st~ted that the lost letter contamed a 
was .forfeited, and made over to ,enera apeI', e~ or ei ht ears ago ' 
silver ornament worth Rs. 60. 1 hIS happened sev g Y d? No'" . 

. If f, d or the contents recovere . -,-. . 
650. Was the letter ItS~ ever oun J bit 7 Yes" one parcel sent from' here to 
651. Have any banghy parcels ever een b oSn iost It was registered here, and this 

Nyaserai was aIleo'ed by the sender to hr~ e~e arri~al at Merai and Kishnugger. The 
post-o~ce received .an ,ackno~led~en~ ~ the pS:Xcel was never fOl¥ld .. Anothet: parcel sent,. 
Postmaster-general Instituted mqull'les, u ," from 

~7. ' ;3 F 3 
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from Calcutta to Purneah last year was registered in this 'office, but by mistake was not 
entered in the telegraph, and failed to reach its dli8tillatioll. I' conclude it was mis-sent to 
some other station, but it has never been found. The addressee claimed compensation, which 
was refus£>d by the Post~aster-general; but he ordered me to be ti~ed for carelessness' in 
not entering the parcel ill the telegraph, and the postmas~r ~ccordillgly fined me Rs.20. 
This amount was credited to Government, an<l no p,art of It given to the addressee of the 
parcel. • 

652. Tilen, in point of fact, the registers do not afford the means of recovering letters or 
parcels when they are really' lost 1-N 0, they do not j but they enable the Government to 
ascertain who is responsible for the loss. 

653. WouldJlot all the missing letters, which have bee~ inquired for and found, have been 
as certainly found if the registers had not existed 1-Yes, tlley would. The inquiries made 
are generally of this kind; A person comes to the post-office, and says .that a letter which he 
wrote to a particular place on a particular day has not been delivered. A letter is invariably 
written to the postmaster. of the receiving-office, who as invariably writes back that the letter 
has been delivered. No doubt such letter~ would be delivered whether the inquiry were 
made or not; and indeed-the party who makes the inquiry might just as well write to his 
cvrrespondent to know jf he has received his letterl as throw the burden of making the 
inquiry on the post-office. , 

654. How many letters and newspapers do you estimate pass through the Berhampore 
Post-office and its 'subordinate offices in the course of a year 1·-,.\ bout 1,000 covers pass 
daily through th~ five post-offices, both received and despatched, and therefore the annual 
pumber may be taken to be 365,000. 

655. You have said above that the registers are of no use for the recovery of letters which 
are actnally lost, and you admit that the JJ.)issing letters which have been inquired for wonld 
have reached their destination whether the registers had existed or not. You have also said 
that, during the 10 years that you have been attached to the Herhampore Post-office, pnly 
one letter has been lost. What then is the object for which, during that time, 3,650,000 
letters have been registered 1-1 cannot say that the registers afford any security to the public, 
so far as the recovery of lost letters is concerned; and they occupy much time and labour 
which might otherwise be spllred, or expended' on more usefUl objects. But the register of 
post-p~d letters despatched certainly affords Government a security that the postage on post
paid letters will be brought to credit, and to that extent they also afford the. public a security 
that all post-paid letfers will be sent to their destination. If there were no registers of pos~ 
paid letters despatched, the officer receiviilg the letters might either destroy them for the 
postage, or enter upon the letter and in 'the chellan a less amount of postage than he receiv!?d 
fr<;>m the sender. If prepayment by the use of stamps were mtroduced, then the detailed 
registers of post-paid letters despatched might be dispensed' with; but the registers of service 
and bearing letters despatched might be discontinued at once without much harm. 

In like manner the registers of service and post-paid letters received might be'dispensed 
with now; and if stamps were introduced, and their use made compulsory, the register of 
bearing letters received. might also be discontinued. 

656. Would it not be sufficient to enter in the register of bearing letters received the 
number of letters of that kind received from each station, and the postage due on them 1-
The business would go on, and much trouble would be saved, but it may be doubted whether 
the check over the realization of bearing postage would be so complete as it now is. 

657. Have you ever h~ard that any inconvenience has resulted from the discontinuance of 
the registers in the North-western Provinces?-No. • 

658. Do you consideJ; that, if prepayment o( postage were made compulsory in alI cases, 
the number of letters sent by post would diminish ?-The number might be diminished a 
little, but not to any great extent. It would save a great deal of trouble to the post-office. 
The letters of Europeans, and of the higher class of natives, such as merchants, zemindars, 
and amlah, would not diminish, but the number of those sent by the lower classes would 
probably be less. 

658*. Do you think the present rates of postage for long distances prevent persons from 
c~rresponding as much as they would if the rates were lower?-The native correspondence 
With tlle Upper Pr0vinces is very trifling, and the postage on letters sent from one station in 
Bengal to another is so light that I do not think it 'can prevent correspondence 16 any great 
extent. N q doubt a greater number of letters would be written to distant places if the 
postage was reduced. , 

659. Do-you think that the public would object to the use of stamps for prepayment of 
postage, or th,at they would have any difficulty in understanding them 1-1 do not think any 
one would ~bJect to the use of stamps, and I believe they would be readily understood in a 
very short time. 

660. Are many bearing letters refused for postage in this district?-Yes - nearly 100-
every month, ana there are also about 200 letters of which the addressees cannot be found .. 

661. Are refused letters always opened and returned to the sender?-Yes, always; until 
about, three years a~o they used to be sent to the postmaster of the desllatching office, but 
now they are returned to the sender. Very few of these letters ever reach the sender for they 
are chiefly native letters, and generally nothing more than the bare name of the s:nder can 
be ~athered from the letter .. ~n every .town ~here 'are pr?bably from 20 to 100 people 
havmg the same name, so ~hat 1~ IS exceedingly dIfficult, and ill most cases impossible, to fWd 
the, real sender,; and even If he, IS found he denies that he is the writer, and it is impossihle t~ 

prove 
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. prove that he is. So that such letters are carried tWl'ce by the P t ffi d d 
.. ft II th P ffi . os ~ ce, an are ma e App (D), No 1 remaInIng a er a, e ost-o Ce gettmg no remuneration for its trouble. . . .• 

662. Are many letters re~ed opened to the senders in this district1-About 400 or 500 Evidence. 
letters have bee~ retu~e~ rejected to the senders through this office, and out of them I have 
not succeeded In dehvenng more than 10 or 12. The rest have been sent to the General 
Post-office as dead letters. . 

663. H?w many letters are sent from this Post~ffice annually topalcutta as unclaimed?
From Apnl1849 to February 1850, both inclusive, the nnmber of dead letters returned to 
the General Post-office was 2,302. This is for 11 months. Those of March 1850 have not 
yet been sent. . ' . 

~64. What tIme usually elapses before the letters received by the Calcutta and eastward 
mails are sent out ~or delIvery ?~The letter~ for the European residents, whose peons are in 
att~ndanct are dehvered as. soon as the mails are opened, and the letters of all the other 
reslden~s, uropean and natIve, are sent ou.t early in the morning; but the Europeans always 
get theIr lett~rs. fir st, and thos.e for th.e natives are not delivered until later in the day. One 
reason for thIS IS, that the natives re~Ide further from the Post-office than tne Europeans 

665. !--re the.dawks always opened in the postmaster's presence?-No, never;.ihey gene-
rally arnve at mght. . . 

666. ,Are expresses ever sent from Berhampore?-Yes a great many expresses are sent 
chiefly to Calcutta. There is no regularity in the numbe;. In 1844 or 1845 when the lat~ 
Rajah Kisnath's case was pending, about 50 expresses were sent by his people through the 
post-office in one month. The Mahajuns in the city more frequently send expresses than any 
one else, and some feW' are sent from the Nizamut. 

667. Has the requirement of Rule X. of the Post-office rules been observed in this office 1_ 
No; no schedule of distances has ever been submitted to the Postmaster-general for bis 
approval. I have prepared a list for my own use from the polytnetrical tables, but it does not 
include the post-offices of Madras and Bombay, nor those post-offices in Bengal and the 
Upper Provinces which have recently been established. Nor has it ever been hung up in the 
<>ffice or translated into Bengalee. 

668. When any change of postage rates is made, or when any new post-office is established, 
are meanS taken to inform the public of the, same1-No alteration has been made in the 
rates of inland postage since 1838, and I cannot tell what was' done then; but no notice is 
ever given of changes in the rat~s ?f steam or ship postage, because th.e natives a!e not con
cerned with sucll matters, and It IS presumed that the European reSIdents are Informed of 
these changes, whe~ they occur, by the newspapers. It has ~ot. bee~ t:fte c~stom to notify to 
the public the openIng of a new post-office; .but aft~r we get mtImatIon of It from the Post
master-general, we always make up pack.ets to the new post-office if any persons desire to 
send letters there. 

669. Are all chellans in this office receipted and returned every day to the despatching 
. offices? - N ot punctually. There are chellans now lying in the office ofletters received on 

the ~3d'July; most of the chellans of tha~ date have b~en returned, and the few remaining 
will be also returned as soon as the establIshment has leIsure for the purpose. 

670. Are any late letter fees re~eived at this office ?-No; the post-office is open for the 
receipt of letters as long as I am m attendance, but no fees are ever deman~ed. 

671. Are you careful to see that the weight of mails .never e:cceeds nIne seers for o~e 
'nmner on the direct road, and 10 seers on cross roads, as dIrected I~ the Postma~ter-general s 
Circular, dated 18 December 1837 and 10 April 1838 ?-No; I belIeye t~e maIl~ freq~entIy 
exceed that standard. The packet from Calcutta to Berhampore, whICh IS ~ontained In one 
wanet frequently weighs more than 12 seers; but the wallets now used are lIghter than those 
useo. i~ 1838; they do not, however, Jailt so long, or protect the letters so well.. . 

672 AXe an rivate postage accounts kept at the Berhampore Post-offi~e ~th reSIdents 
at the 'station 1~ ~one with the Post-office; but the delivery: peons, to save tIme In the collec
tion of bearing postage, keep accounts with. some of the reSIdents. The peons, however, are 
responsible for the postage on all letters dehvered to them.. ffi 'I Th 

673 How are the postage receipts remitted from the subordmate post-o ces. -:- ey ar~ 
remitt~d weekl from all the post-offices. The weekly remittances are made on account, an 
the accounts of each post-office are settled at the end of every month. 

23rd August 1850. 

. . in answer to Question 618, that you draft all the 
674. WHAT do you mean by sayIng, that in eve case I prepare and submit tQ the 

correspondence of the office?-I mean t~ saY'tt n Thej';ostmaster corrects my drafts, and 
,postmaster a rough draft of the letter to . ~ wn e. After this they are fair copied, and 
~akes such altera~ions in them as he thIn t s pr1J~~tters are opened by the postmaster, and 
Issued under ~e sJgn~tur~ of the postmas er. . 
made over to me for mqmry and report. . t tlIe office at night register the covers receIved. 

675. Does the third writer, who remams.,: 'I-No; he only takes out and ~egisters ,the 
from Calcutta and prepare them for deli.deryt· The European letters from mtermedIate 
covers from C~lcutta for the EuropeAn r~~l enh!ilan inside each packet, because they cannot 
stations he makes a memor:m~um ofthon ti e Cletters from Calcutta have been entered; and, 
be entered in the register untIl all e na v

3
e F 4' . , moreover, 

87. ' 
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App. (D.), No.1. moreover, if they were then.to be registered it would occasion great delay in their distribution. 
- The covers addressed to European residents whose peons are in attendance are then distri~ 

Evidence. buted; after which the writer ~uts by the re~ai!lder of the mailsun!il the. morning. At 
'1 A. M. he delivers OVfll' the remaInder of the English letters to the English dehvery peons, or 
to any private peons who may be sent' to receive them. At 8 or 9 A. ~l., the first writer 
comes to the office, registers all the covers received from Calcutta and the intermediate 
stations, and makes the remainder of them over to the head peon. He makes over the native 
letters as he registers them to the head peon, who enters them in a Bengalee register, and 
then passes them on to the delivery peons. , 

676. What time elapses 'between the arrival of the first writer at the office, and the 
departure.of the peons with the Calcutta native letters for delivery ?-From one tp two hours; 
the native delivery peons ~enerally go out with the letters at about III A. M. 

677. Could not the wnter who attends at night, complete .the re!??stry and prepare all 'the 
letters for delivery early in the morning ?-No; after opening the lJalcutta mails, and taking 
out, and registering, and delivering the European letters, he requires rest. _ 

678. But he is not in attendance during the day ?-No; he comes at 8 or 9 p. M., and has 
nothing to. do till the arrival of the Calcutta mail. It takes nearly three hours to open the 
mails and distribute the English letters, and then he is at work again from 7 to 10 A. M. the 
next day 1n registering the remainder of the letters, and other miscellaneous business; he is an 
old man, and has been in the office about 12 or J 3 years. • 

679. How are the packets for stations to the north-west despatched from Berhampore?
They are put inside the Beerbhoom packet; the Beerbhoom postmaster takes them out, and 
sends them to M ungulpore, where they meet the north,~west mail from Calcutta. I do not 
know whether such packets are put inside the Mungnlpore packet by the Beerbhoom post
tpaster, or whether they are sent separate. There is no postmaster at Mungulpol'e, only a dawk 
writer; the Berhampore pafket for Mungulpore is also put inside the Beerbhoom packet. 
Formerly the North-westdawks used to come and go vial>atna and Bhaugulpore, but not in 
,my time. _ " . 

680. To ·what stations are packets sent from Berhampore via Bhaugulpore 1-Packets for 
Sultangunge, Monghyr and Barr, are sent from hence· via Bhaugulpore; the Patna and 
Tirhoot mails are sent via Beerbhoom; the mails from Patna to Berhampore are always sent 
via Monghyr and Bhaugulpore, and generally those from Tirhoot likewise. The Patnapost
master does not make up a separate packet for Jeagunge; the consequence is,that all the 
~eagunge letters come to Berhampore and have to be forwarded bal!k to .Jeagunge, givitig 
'rIse to much needles~ trouble and delay. Many letters for Jeagunge from the General Post
office and from other places, also come to Berhampore; but the reason of this is that the 
senders of the letters address them to Jeagunge, Moorshedabad, and so they are put into the 
Berhampore packet with all other Moorshedabad letters. 

68~. For what statiomrdoletters come from the North-west Provinces via Berhampore?
For all the stations to the north and north-east of Berhampore, that is to say, all stations OIl' 

the Bauleah and Maldah lines of road; a few packets also come by this route for I3haugul
pore and its'subordinate post-offices. 

682. How do you despatch packets to the eastward ?-We enclose them in the Dum-Dum 
packet; the packets for Dowlutgunge, Ranaghat and Baraset are enclosed in the N uddea. 
packet., but the packets for Jessore and aU otller stations to the eastward are sent.viti Dum
Dum; they used to go via N uddea, but the route has been changed by lln order from the 

-General Post-office,' passed about a year ago. , • 
683 .. The Jessol'e dawk tnoonshee has stated that all packets from Berhampore are received 

at that station via Nuddea'; can you account for this 1-No; all I can say is that we include the 
Berhampore packet for Jessore in the Dum-Dum packet. ,- - , 

684. Is the time of fL1e arrival of the mails at J eagunge and Dewanserai now checked by the: 
dawk moonshees of those stations ?-No; there is no head in the telegraph for those stations ~ 
the time of the mails is not checked anywhere, except at Khamrah and again at Maldah. 

-68 i). When was the Dewanserai post-office established 1-Before my time; its chief use is 
for .receiy~nl?i the service letters 'passing between the thanah at that place and the sudder 
'statIon; In the first week of last July only nine chargeable letters were despatched from Dew
'anserai, while the number of service letters was 18. The monthly postage collected at 
Dewanscrai amounts to about Rs.5 or Rs. 6, and the salary oftM writer is ilis.lO a month. 

686. ArE! letters received at the Bel'hampore Post-office weighed before delivery?--Not 
generally'; they are not weighed unless suspected to have been under or overcharged; this 
happens very seldom indeed. _ 

687. By what rule are you guided in marking as " Doubtful," under the -13th clause of the· 
Post-office rules, newspapers, law-papers, and service covers despatched from the Ber-
hampore Po~t-office ?~!t. is a standing rule in the office that all law papers charged as sU,ch 
are marked Doubtful, m order that they may be open at the office of receipt; but news
'papers and service covers are never marked "Doubtful." , > I -

, 688. If the postmast~r had reason .to ~elieve that a service cover' sent to the post-office for 
de~atch contamed a pnvate commumcatlOn, would he not order it to be marked II Doubtful ?'" 
-Such a case has never occurred in my time, so far as I know; at least no service letter has 
ever been despatched and marked" Doubtful." r " 

. 689. J?o you ever receive covers marked" D9ubtful?"-Yes; but' only law-papers; these
we:open m the presence of the addressees, but we do not open covers' containing law-papers 
whIch are not so marked. • ' 'I 

690. Is the rule requiring the return of receipted banglly chellans the day after the arrivai 
of the banghy observed in this office1-The banghies sent from the General Post-office do' 
I , ,'~ .~not. 
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not correspond with the chellans, that is to sa h . ' 
at the G~neral Post-office for despatch on the~at ~:he~n mcludes all .. the , parcels received 
parcel~ a.re often too numerous to send in one da y w c~ the chellp.u IS mad~ out. But -the 
and ;thIrd day. and sometimes a week after th y, ~d portions of them come m on the second 
custom of this office to return the receipted b e rhelp~ ~~ the chellan. For this reason, it is the 
a we,ek of,their receipt; to all other stations iliegr y ': ~tS of the .General Post-office within 
parcel arflves. ecelp chellan IS returned as soon as the 

691. Do the mail runners in this divisi I ' " 
seldom between this and Khamrah because t~:r 'ever :mp am of bemg overloaded 1-Very 
but between Khamrah and Maldah there is oni e ~~e ree runners to. carry the upward mails; 
always indeed on gazette and overland da's y d eh runner, and h~ IS frequently overloaded; 
service letters. The runners who carry th! do~w:r~nev~lr there IS a~ unusual number of 

I mal s are very rarely overloaded. 

------- ----~----------

~4th August 1850. 

>, 

Lalla -Obh!JchuT" /Jose. 

f ~2'F Y o,~ are ~erisht~ar of the Civil Court of Moorshedabad 1-1 am; I was Serishtadar 
o e oUJ aree' ourt o~ several years, and have been recently promoted. ' 

th
693• thWhefrthe do you reslde?-At Khudai, close to the cantonments of Berhampore and to 
enor 0 em. ' 
694. Where is your home ?-At Jykishenpoor, in thannah Nowabgunge, zillah Furree"d-

poor. . 
695. Do you correspona with your relations at Jykishenpoor by post1-Yes, frequently, 
6~6. To what post-office do you address your letters for Jykishenpoor1-To the Furreed

poor Post-office. 
697. H?w: far is Jykishenpoor from Furreedpoor?-It is on the other side of the Pudda 

and a day S Journey from Furreedpoor.. " 
. 698. ~ow do ~our letters reach Jykishenpoor1-1 address them to the care of a mohurriJ' 
m the Jomt M8;gtstrates-office ,at Furreedpoor, whom I happen to know; he sends intelli
ge-?ce of the arrtval of the let~r to hly fr~ends at Jykishenpoor when he has an opportunity of 
domg so, and then a servant IS sent to Furreedpoor to receive the letters. 

699. Then your letters are frequently delayed at Furreedpood-Yes, always; at least three 
or four days. 

700 .. Is the~e not a chokey at No~abgunge where letters are received and delivered?
]'here IS; but In consequence of the mIsconduct of the moonshee or addadar at that chokey 
I have ceased sending letters by that route. • ' 

701. To what description of misconduct do you allude 1-When a letter is posted at Nowab
gunge by my friends at Jykishenpoor, the moonshee takes from them two annas as postage to 
Berhampoor, and two annas for himself; but instead of sending the letter to Berhampore, he 
keeps it by him for a few days, and then sends it back to Jykishenpool,' by a peon of his own; 
at a charge of four annas more to my friends, 'Pretending that the letter has been sent to 
Berbampore, and has been returned in consequence of the addressee not being found; -so that 
they have to pay eight annas for nothing at all. The four annas charged on the return of the 
letter is sajd to b,e half for the mohurrir and half for the peon. This happened several times, 
and consequently my friends at JykishenpooJ; now post all letters intended for me at Fur~ 
reedpoor . 
. 70~. How far is Nowabgunge from Jykishenpoor?-About four miles, and on the same 

SIde of the Puddah. -
703. To whom is the Nowabgunge moonshee subordinate1-To the Dacca postmaster. 
704. Did yo~ or your friends iI,lform the postmaster.a~ D3;cca ofhis.misconduct?-No. 
705. W Quid It be any converuence to persons resldmg In that neIghbourhood ~ have a 

properly regttlated post-office at N owabgunge 1-1t would be of the greatest ~onvemence to a 
large number of persolls, who now cannot post their letters without either cr?ssing the Puddah 
to Furreedpoor, or travelling a considerable distance acroSs several smaller flvers to Dacca. 

706 .. Why do you no~ direct your letters from Berhampore to the Nowabgunge chokey1-
I used to do so but several letters sent on that way never reached their destination, and upon 
those which w~re sent four annas was charged in addition to the postage; that is, tw~. annas 
for the peon and two for the mohurnr. Hence I now always send my letters vIa Fur
reedpore., , ' . ' .? 

707. Do other residents in the neighbourhood of Nowabgunge cOI?plam of the same thlD~. 
-Yes, the complaint is universal. Some years ago I brought the Cll'cumstance to ~e nO,bce 
of the joint ma~strate of Furreedpoor, but he could not interfere, as th~ moonshee IS under 
the post-office of' Dacca. . .,. d" f F d' 

70a. Is there a thana at,N owabgunge 1-: Yes, there IS ~ It IS In the IStrict 0 urree POOl', 
and directly subordinate to the deputy magIstrate at Mantckgung~. ., . 

709. At what dclock do you receive your letters here1-There IS no ce~ntym theillatter, 
sometimes I receive them at 10 or 11, before going to court. and sometimes not un 2 or 

~, ~i~: How do you receive your lptte;s ?-Always from the deliv~ peon; I never send to 
the post-office for my letters. 111. At 

87. 3 G 
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-n1. At what hour do you receive.letters from Catc11tt~, Furreedpoo~, lIoogbly, and ~her 
places from whit:h the letters come ~th the Calc:utta dawk ?-A~ 1 srud- abo,ve, there IS no 
certainty' Calcutta letters are sometimes not dehvered to me until 2 Or 3 'P. M. • 

712. Are your 'letters always delivered)n the same place1-No; the peon:first goes ,to my 
house and 'if I have gone to court, he delivers my letters at the Court-house m the afternoon. 

'713. Have )'OU anything to complain of 'in regard to the delivery ofY9ur letters at ]3er
hampore ?-No; t~ere i~ perhaps some unnecessary delay, to the extent of. a few hours in the 
delivery; 'but 'th~s 'IS of lIttle consequence. There are no such abuses practised here as I have 
described as takmgplace at N owabgunge. 

714. 'Is any payment demanded by the delivery peons 'in addition to the pos~ge!-No; I 
keep an account with the delivery peon of bearing postage due on letters delivered to me 
during lhe month, and at .the end of the month I settle it, and the peon pay's the amount into 
the Post-office. Once a-year; at poojah time, 1 give the peon a small present; no presents are 
made to the dawk moonshee. 

715. Do you usually send your letters bearing postage or paid 1-1 always prepay the 
postage of my letters, but those which I receive generally come bearing postage. I should 
not, of course, object to compulsory prepayment 'in all cases, ~d I think it would be a most 
desirable arrangement both for the Post-office and for the publIc. 

716. Are you aware of any objection to the use of stamps 'in lieu of money for 'the pre
payment of postage ?-No; on the contrary, I think it would be a most converuent plan, and 
add mueh to the security of the post. 

71 7. Is the zemindaree dawk, in the district of Moorshedabad, available for the conveyance 
of private letters 1~N 0; if it 'Were made so, the residents in the interior of the distlict would 
be greatly benefited . 
• 718. Are you aware Qf any objection to .the receipt .a.nd delivery of private letters at the 
thannas ? - No; so long as' there was no receipt of money connected with the business. 
There are no dawk writers at the thannas. The thanna mohurir, or, in his absence, the 
jemadar, receives and despatches the zemindaree dawk.; and it would'not do to charge them 
with the care of funds, and the duty of keeping and furnishing accounts. If aU letters were 
prepaid by means of stamps, there would be no objection to tbeir receipt and delivery by the 
police. . 

7 19. Would there be any objection .to employ the 'Village chowkedars to take letters from 
the thanna to their several villages 1-Yes; the .chowkedars would make it a means of extort
ing-money, on the plea that it was extra duty which 'they' were not hound to perform; and, 
moreover, the people like :to have as little til) ·do with the inferior poli.ce as possible. It would 
be far:better if an ·extra peon were attached to eil.ch ,thanna, for the express purpose of distri
buting letters broJlght by the zemindaree dawk. 

5th September 1850. 

'Mr. E. Botellho. 

720. IN. answer to Question 10, you stated that the average ofletters retutned by the deli
very peons to the General Post-office daily was '200; is not this a high aver~ 1-1 think 
not; it includes all letters of which the addressees -cannot be· found, whether they are to be 
"forwarded or made remaining; it also includes all refused tetters. On ordinary days the 
number of such letters may not exceed 80 or 90, but on the delivery of the steamer and over
land maiis the number ~ 'much greater. The process observed IS this. On the returned 
letters being given by the peons to Petumber Mookerjea, he compares them with the registers 
of the Letter Mail Receipt department, and ()pposite each entry in the register he writes the 
dat~ on which the letter is returned by the peons. Then he brings the registers to me, and I 
check ~d mark every entry, and write the date and my irritials On -each letter. Petumber 
l\'[ookerJea'then takes back the letters, and enters them in the 'remaining, refused, and forward' 
registers. He then brings them to me lJ. second time, with his forward, remaining, and refused 
registers; and I again ~ompare every item, and sign my name in each register at the foot of 
each day's entry. In '{hese registers the amount of postage' on all bearing letters is entered, 
'and from them credit is given to the peons. 

'?1. W~at is the object of comparing·the'returned letters with th~ registers of the Letter 
Mail ReceIpt department ?-The object is, that in case Qf inquiry it may be at once ascertained, 
by reference to the re~sters, whether a particular letter has been delivered, made remaining, 
Qr fo~e~. .The obJ~t of again comparing the ~etters with the registers kept by Petumber 
MookerJea IS to be certam that the amount of bearmg postage credited to the peons agrees 
with that due upon the remainin<J' and forward letters. ' . 

.1722. Is not the peon's account-book laid daily before' the Deputy Postmaster-general, and' 
signed by him 1-Yes, every day at five o'clock. The Deputy Postmaster-general passes such 
orders upon it as he thinks necessary. his attention ~eing dr:'-WD to those peo~s who are in 
balance more than R.~. 10 by a mark. made by me m red mk opposite- the peon's name. 
The order p~ssed ~y the J?eputy po!,tmaster-general is almost invanably that the superinten..r 
dent should mvesbgate through the mspector the cause of the peons being in balance, and that 
makes it necessary for me to write a report on each case. ~ , 

723. What establishment is maintained at Burhee, where there is 'now no post-office 1-: 
. The 
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The Burhee Post-office and the dawk writer was 
but a moonshee is still entertamed at Burhee to ch~~~ot~~dt~o BUfhoh~~ athfew ~nths. ago;. App·_CD.},No.1.. 
and depart from that station. Ime a W Ie"" e mil..\1l> arnve. at ,,-

724. H~w is it that the Kandy and B b d I EVIdeJI,Ce. 
of direct from Hoo hl b N • unwaree a . etters are sent round v~ Soorie, instA:ad 

~~:~etE~s;:~tb; ~::ib~!o:~~ih~ C:::n~ed1 ~::~~~~~:~:;d:~ t~t:~~!o!:~~~ 
and 'Bunwareebad takes atfue~eda s y:rulrter. cAt pr.esent the dawk from Calcutta to Kandy 
Cutwa to Calcutta takes thl'ee da~~ wruk ~ u};;;\{~ takd Be day. ~ dack £rom 
takes sometimes foUII and five days. y an ultwaree a to alcutta. 

725. Is the road establishment up to Bena!es .. 1Uirzapore. and Ghazee ore under the. 
Caklltta General Post-Qffi~e 1-Up' to Benares it IS; but the road e&tablisbent between 
Akor~~ and !3hazeepore IS. under the Ghazeepore postmaster; and that from AJinu er 
to .Mlrzapore IS under tll..e Muzapore postmaster, witli the exception of the first stage ~~m 
Almugger. 

726. Is there a post-ofI!.ce at JWlgyport: ?-No; but we make up a packet almost dail for 
Mr. Laruletta at tha.~ Iltation" and. ~nclose It separately in the Berhampore wallet. Mr .larll
leita. accounts for the postage on his letters. to the postmaster of Berhampore. 

727 .. Are the runners who ca!lY the Baug;undee wallet from the General Post-offic~ ever 
employed to carry any other packets 1-Yes; on overland wail days they assist in carrying 
the Berhampore and Jessore. d.awks as far as Baraset. 

728. Are. the Surrool,. Sooree, Kandy, IUld Buuwareebad packets enclosed inside the Burd
wan packet J-: The SurrooI and Sooree packets are separate, but the Kandy and BUllwareebad 
packets g() IlISl.de the Sooree packet. 

7.29 .. What is the object of puttmg the Kandy and Bunwareebad packets inside t\J.e 
Sooree packet ?-The only obj~t is the g,re~ter safety of the sman pac.kets. If there 
were a great number of small packets loose m. the wanet, they would be more likely to. 
be lost. 

730. Are the packets for Nyaserai and the other post-offices subordinate to Hooghly put. 
inside the' HooghlJ packet. ?-No;. they are put 1iIp in a separate packet addressed to the post
master at lJo~ghly, who opens the en~losing packet, and sends on the packets to the several 
post-offices Without delay. 

731. Do you not c.onsider that. tbe system of putting" Forward" packets inside other 
packets. addressed: to ipterlXlediate postmasters might be dispensed with without inconvenience, 

• 8.nd aU packets sent separately in the wallet 1-! think so. Each postmaster might easily 
check and compare alI the packets, taking out those for his own station and for branch roads, 
and sending on the rest, together With his. own packets, loose in the wallet. Where a post
master has time between the arrival of a cross dawk and the despatch of the mail in the direct 
line, he might make up all forward packets addressed to one station into one packet, . 

732. When au additional wallet has to be sent along a direct line of road, where only 
a sufficient number of rIlDners are entertained, to carry the ordinary mails, how is the 
additional wallet carried 1-It is. carried by the runners who. take the ordinary mail. In 
this way 'one runner has frequently to carry a·double load, and the mails are delayed from 
this cause, . 

733. Has the llumber of service lette~ exceeding 12 tolabs in weight sent by the letter 
dawk. decreased since the orders of Govern.ment, dated requiring such 
letters to be superscribed "By lette! mail1"-Not in any perceptible degree; it is these 
which- overload the dawk. When the order was first passed, every service letter exceeding 
l2 tolahs was refused at the General Post-office; but on the same day we received a Iett~r 
£ro~ Government desiring that ~ letters from the. Secretary's offices should be s~nt .by letter 
dawk without reference to weight; and the servIce covers from every office welghm.g more 
than 12 tolahs are now invariably superscribed" By letter mail," whether they are of Impo;t
tJ.nce Qr not; and when they are so superscribed. the Post-office cannot refuse to receive 

th;Z:4. Were you' correct in _stating that the Fort Gloster packet' is de~ched from the Ke~-
_ geree dawk at Bela 1-No; 1 have ascertained that it go~s with the l\hdnapore dawk, and IS 
detached at chokey Shampore, three stages from Calcutta. .., 

735. You are aware that the detailed registry of letters has been dIScontinued m every part 

,of India except Bengal 1-1 am. .' d·th· B al 'th t 
736. Do ou not consider that the registers might be disp~e WI m eng WI. ou 

objection 1 __ 1: tllinIr. that the registers of service letters, bo~ rece~ved and despatc~ed, mIght 
at once be dispensed w.itll; ~lso the registers of p:t-~dt~~:r;ea~:te~f :;~:1 }:~~~: 
despatched; but I conSIder 1t necessary to nke:l P d also the regi~er of bearing letters 
despatched as a check upon the postage co ec ons, an 
receiveo. . _ al a lied to Government for authority to 

.737 •. You are aw~re that the Postm~ster-~ueilie p~ninsu1ar' and Oriental Company's 
dIScontmue the registry of letters rece1Ve~ thY proposal' how is it that only the registry of 
steamers, a~d that the ~overnment aPll::: disc~ntinued, :Wd not the registry of the bea~g 

.the post-J>ald and serYlce letters .as has been ke t up as a check upon the bearmg 
letters 1_ The registry of the bea~mg letters dd d u ani the amount of p'ostage compared 
postage; after registration; the reg~~llrs Th aam~unlgenerally agrees; but, If not, the amount 
with the entry in the ~ondon .letter 1 • • clte Calcutta column of the London letter bill. 
according to the regtsters IS entered m t of the letters in the hands of each peon, and 
After delivery, the moonshee takes an acc?ilithe total of the register. If there is a discre
the totals of these accounts must agree WI 2 . pancy, 

8 3 G 
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'pancy, the detailed registe~ enables us to trace out where the mistake is much quick~r than if 
there were no detailed regIster. . ' .' ;' 

738. But would not the time saved by dU:lcontmwng the regtster be much more than the 
additional time likely to be occupied in detecting mistakes i~ they arise 1-Certainly;, a great 
deal more time would be saved. 

739. Would not the check over the peons be just as perfect as it is at,present, and the 
recovery of the postage as certain 1-Yes; it would be quite sufficient if the assistant in the 
Stea~ department, whose duty it is to sort, weigh, and mark the bearing letters, were to 
make them into bundIes according to the amount of postage charged on them, and prepare 
a memorandum of the total amount of postage due op each bundle. The letters being then 
made over to the delivery clerks, the single letters might first be delivered to the peons, and 
an account of them taken, and afterwards the double and treble, and. so on. A plan of this 
kind would save one-half the time now occupied. 

740. Would not a similar system answer for the delivery of inland bearing letters ?-Yes, 
it would; but in that case two delivery tables and two sets of Jumma peons would be 
required. At pr~sent, in consequ~ce of the rapidity of delivery, the peo~ cann?t enter fast 
enough in their lIsts the letters delivered to them; and as the absence of the regtsters would 
render it more than ever necessary that the peons' lists of letters delivered to them should be 
correct, it would be necessary to have a second delivery table. Besides this, the arrangement ' 
would further expedite business and save trouble. • 

741. Do you conceive that any_good purpose is answered by the peons making out a list 
of the letters delivered to them 1-Yes; i!is a check upon them, so that they cannot destroy 
letters delivered to them. . 

742. But they must account for the aggregate amount of postage on the letters, whether 
they prepare a detailed list or not 1-Yes. 

743. Then, would it not answer every useful purpose if there were a special registry of 
letters which the senders might wish to transmit with peculiar care; and would it not, under 
these circumstances, save much waste 6f time and labour if the preparation of detailed lists 
were discontinued, except of letters specially registered ?-UndoubtedIy it would . 
. 744. Supposing the, detailed, ~egistry of beari~g and service letters to be II:bolished, what 

time woula be saved ill the delIvery of the mails 1-ft would save an hour and a half, or 
about one-half the time now occupied. . 

745. What time would be saved by the abolition of' the detailed registry of inland letters 
received 1-0ne-half the time; and if the peons are hot required to make out detailed lists 
of the letters delivered to them, the whole of the morning mails might be got ready for" 
delivery in two hours. 

746. Would i~ not enable you to dispense with a portion of the establishment now employed 
in registering letters 1-:... Yes; undoubtedly it would.' 

747. What time would the abolition of registry save in the despatch of the inland mails 
from the General Post-office 1-;:-About an hour; if the Post-office closes, as at present, at 
6 P.M., the mails might be despatched at 7 P.M. 

748. This also would render it possible to dispense with a portion of the General Post
office establishment 1-Yes; by the abolition of registry, both of import and export letters, 
a saving might be effected of about Rs.150 a month. 

749. Do 'You see any reason why receipts should continue to be granted for letters received. 
at the Post:-office for despatch 1-Not for bearing or service letters, or for stamped letters (if 
the use of stamps, should be introduced>, but fqr paid letters 'receipts, must continue to be 
given, as a security against fraud not only by the officers of the Post-office, but by the 
servants of those 'who send the letters. For service, bearing, and stamped covers, it would be 
quite sufficient to have 'a letter-box with a slit for the reception' of such covers, which box 
should be opened when the office closes for the receipt. of letters, and the contents sorted and 
made uJ> for despatch. . 

'750. Have you 1IDY suggestion to make for the improvement of the delivery in Calcutta1-
The peons at present are unaerpaid, with reference to the work and responsibility imposed upon . 
them. They are all required to make a cash security deposit, varying from Rs. 50 to Rs. 200, 
according to the average amount of postage due on bearing letters delivered to them; and as 
they are all persons in a low rank of life, and without property when they are first taken into 
employment, they are obliged to borrow the amount at a rate of interest which on Rs. 200 is 
considerably more than the. pay that they receive. The consequence is, that they depend upon' 
uJ?authorised receipts for their livelihood. No interest is allowed to the peons on their deposits. 
None .of t~e pe?ns und~rstand En.glish, but ~)Ue or two of them can just read enough to make 
out dIrections m EnglIsh, and thIS accomplIshment makes them more efficient than the rest. 
It would be a great advantage, and save much time, if the peons employed in the European 
part of the town could all read English. In my opinion, the salary of the delivery peons ought 
not to be less than Rs.I0 a month. The peons of the Small Cause Court are paid at that, 
rate, and they ha,:,e not one-fifth of the work to do that is imposed on the Post-office peons. 
Then the peons' are not sufficient in number to deliver the letters in proper time: There 
ought to be at least nine more peons; viz., two for the 4th division two for the 5th division, 
two for the 6th division, one for the 8th division, two for the 9th di;ision. • 

,With this number the peons of the morning delivery, who have to walk to a great distance, ) 
would not ha,ve to ,come back and take out letters for the second delivery, but would merely 
have to report themselves in the afternoon at the General Post-office. The peons, who are 
called upon to give a cash deposit of Rs. 100 and upwards, ought to be allowed to deposit 
Company:s paper, so a~ to receIve interest ~n tbe same; or else the Postmaster-general might, 
be authonsed to allow mterest on the depOSIts at the rate of the loan open at the time. ' 

751. To 
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751. To what inspection are the peon b' 'I 
inspection is merely nominal. Two 'Of thez! ~u. ~ect .~ There are four inspectors, but their 
and the other as far as Theatre-street. Th~v~e!~ a'helerators; one to Kidderpore-bridge, 
retum by 1. 30. P.M. The other two ins e t y . t e office at 10 A.M. every day, and 
collections, and making any inquiries k~o ors re~a~ at the office, looking after the peons' 
inquiries are very frequent. Not a da as chmp amts made against the peons. These 
generally relate to the late delivery or y ~s dei· t at ~e~e are not five or six of them. They 
very early in the morning in write the atte~d e Ivery 0 etters. One of the inspectors comes 
fed and cleaned. The others come at 9 A ance of the peons, and to see that the horses are 

752. How are the inspectors who dri th' . 
their arrival at the end of their drive ::d thek'rn:ges :om~o~d durin~ the interval between 
nothing b~t ~main with the acceler;tor under :~::until ~ eneral h ost-office1-They do 
and are drIven back to the ot;fice. A native coach Id Pd' M., W en the peons return, 
less pay. man wou 0 the work as well for much 

753. Would not the deli,very of letter!! b h ffi" 
moved about to see that the peons were d:i:gU~he~odet e cI~nttoif th~ inspector~ constar:'-tly 
them '/-Undoubtedly it would. u y, an receive complamts agamst 

754. Do the accelerators assist the delivery of the three dI'VIS' '0 h h 
Y • b t th·, I nsw ose peons t eycarry?-

es, u e carnages are not well adapted for the service and . ht b h . . 
Th . t d al t h ' mIg e muc lIllproved 

ey are a gxea e 00 eavy. It wou~d be, a far better plan to have li ht two-wheeled 
carts, drawn by one horse, capable of carrymg four peons with th' b 19 I 

. ht th bId h eIr ags. Four acce erators 
~g en e emp oye at t e same expense as the present two, and the benefit of the 
mcreased despatch be shared by the native town and residents to the rth d f h 
General Post-office. no an east 0 t e 

10th September 1850. 

,755., ARE you aware whether the delivery peons themselves deliver all the letters entrusted 
~ them, or whether they employ others to do it1-In the native town the peons have mates 
under f:hem, VI[?~m, I am ~Id, they pay at the rate of Rs. 3 a month. The mlltes assist the 
peons In making the ,delivery, but. they never make their appearance at the Post-office. In 
fact, the !l-rrangement IS not recognized by the Post-office, and is strictly forbidden. Cases 
'of the kmd have be~n brought to the notice. of the Postmaster-~eneral, and the peons have 
been fined (or employmg other Pcrrsol}.S to dehv:er ilieir letters. The peons will not acknow
ledge that they employ persons regxIlarly to asSist iliem; and when they are detected in doing 
'so, they always pretend that they have done so incidentally, in consequence of sickness, or on 
some other excuse. • 

756. Are the letters all delivered from the General Post-office to the peons or are private 
perso~ pe11Xlitted to receive their letters from ilie' General Post-office ?-'All letters are 
delivered in the first instance tq the peons; but a great many persons send their private 
ile~ants to receiv~ th~ir letters fro~ the peons at ilie General Post-office, instead of waiting 
until they can be dehvered at theIr houses. The agency firms, and tJ1e merchants in the 
Bun'Q bazar, almost all invariably adopt iliis plan., 

.757. Explain ilie system of agency cheques ?-,When letters for parties who have accounts 
WIth the General Post-office are ready for delivery, the peons take them to the cheque sirkar, 
who enters ilie number of letters and the amount of bearing postage in a cheque, and returns 
the letters with the cheque to the delivery peon, who makes them over to ilie servants of the 
i!e~eral firms. There is a separate cheque for the letters of each firm. Only iliose firms 
enJoy: iliis privilege who have given ,a guarantee, or a deposit of ~s: 500 in Government
promissory notes. Formerly each firm paid Rs. 20 a year for the pnvilege, but for the last 
two years no demand has been made upon them. The cheque sirkar is paid out of the pro
ceeds of the former subscriptions, but the fund is now, nearly exhausted, and I ,understand 
that ~the system of agency cheques will be discontinued as. soon as iliere ~re no funds to pay 
the sIrkar with. The cheques are compared by the firms wlili ilie letters SIgned, and returned 
to the General Post-office. Bills are made out against the .firms weekly,. and . sent O?~ ,for 
realization. No time is saved in, ilie delivery by ilie use of cheques, whi.ch gtve ad~tlOnal 
trouble to the Post-office but it is. a convenience to the merchants to reCeIve letters WIthout 
paying for them if iliey ~rrive at any time in the 24 hours, when their houses are closed and 
their sirkars not in attendance. The privilege is confined to European fi~, and th~re are 
'now about 25 or 27 who enjoy it. Some of ilie native merchants, especially those m the 
Burra bazar, keep postage accounts wiili the delivery peons: ~he peons advance. postage on 
all bearing letters delivered to them, and settIe accounts perIodIcally, generally t~Ice a year, 
at the Hoolee and Doorgapooja. They are then paid, beSides the postage, a certam remunera
tion for their trouble amounting I am told, to two pice on each letter. I have on several 
occasions recommend~d the mah~juns not to .make these pay~ents to the peo~s; b'!clt thhy 
answer that they do it for their own convemence, and that It IS not l!' mat~e: .m whI 1 t e 
Government or the Post-office shoUld interfere. The peons of ~e iliIrd diVISIO~ take very 
few letters into the town' for though the number given to them IS large, they de:v~r far t~e 
greater proportion of th~m at the General post-office to. ilie servants of the ma aJUllS, w 0 

call for them daily d I d't? 
75 A h fi' h h . ccounts at the Post-office allowe to po!'t etters on cre I .-

No. ~l p~~!g~ ::ps:d let~:r~ is paid at the time. The only exception to this is, that
t 
the, 

8
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postage on newspapers from the" Englishman" and" Hurkaru" presses are settled monthly 
at th~ end of the month. There is a cash deposit made at the General Post-office by the 
proprietors of each of the above-mentione~ presses. ., • 

75g. Would it give rise to much delay In the receIpt and we~gnment of letters, If the scale 
of postage were to rise by in,tervals of a quarter of a tolah, mst~ad of half a tolah, as at. 
present 'I-Yes' it would give rise to very great delay. The wel~hments would have to be 
much ~ore ex;ct than they now are. Even now much time is lost m the weighment of every 
letter, 'because if there is the least mistake the receiver is held personall:y responsible for short 
postage. The receivers even now do not venture to, guess. at the we~ght of any letter, but 
pass them all'throuCTh the scales; and if the rate of postage Increased WIth eV!lry quarter of a 
Mah they would b~ obliCTed to be much more particular. A great deal of the receivers' time 
is also taken up in gr~nt~g receipts, espec!any when a l~rge number are sent at once oy one 
individual or lIlercantile firm; for the receIver has to weIgh and charge each letter separately, 
and then to enter the weight and postage separately opposite each letter in the receipt booK; 
a great deal of time is lost in tracing each particular letter in the dawk receipt book. Mr, 
Moore, the late Deputy Postmaster-genel'al, obtained the consent of the merchants 'to a plan 
of numbering in red ink t~e letters sent ~y each fir~ in one day, and enterin~. correspot.tding 
numbers in the dawk receIpt book. ThlS rule, wl;1en observed, somewhat facilItates bUSIness, 
but very few observe it. 

760. Would the use of stamps in prepayment of postage abridge the labour and economise 
the time of the Post-office 1-U ndoubtedly it would; especially if receipts were not to be 
given for stamped letters, and if underpaid letters were either sent to the addressee charged 
with the difference of postage, as they are in England, or sent to the Dead Letter-office, But 
if receipts are to be given for stamped letters, and' the receiver held answerable for deficient 
postage, the time saved by the use of stamps would not be much; the only'difference would 
be, that in most cases no change would have to be given, and that one receipt might be given 
for all the letters sent at once by one firm, instead of one receipt for each letter. , 

761. By what rule are you guided in marking law papers, newspapers, and service covers 
as It Doubtful" under Clause XIII. of the Post-office rules ?-Service letters are never marked 
" Doubtful." Newspapers posted by private individuals are marked " Doubtful," if there 
is any suspicion of writing on any' part of them~ or if by looking through the paper 
any mark or sign of writing is discovered. Law-papers, &c., are generally marked" Doubt· 
ful" if they are not accompanied by a separate letter to the same address. The rule 
used to be carefully observed when it was first passed in 1837, and a considerable amount was 
recovered in fines; but now it is not often acted upon. We do not keep a register of letters 
marked "Doubtful," and despatched to other post-offices; but we do of letters received as 
" Doubtful" and opened here, I never recollect receiving a service letter marked" Doubtful;" 
those marked are generally law-papers, accounts or vouchers, and sometimes newspapers. 

762. Are foreign newspapers received by ship or steamer ever sent into the interior by 
ba'nghy:?-Yes; if they exceed 12 tolahs in weight, but not .otherwise; they are sent by 
pamphlet banghy and charged according to Schedule V. 

763. When Mr. Elliot was Postmaster-general, the dawks in. aU the direct lines of road 
were carried by contract, but now wherever runners are employed they are paid direct by 
Government; ,why was the contract system abolished, and what has been the result 1-The 
contracts were abolished because the contractors were not able to keep to their time. During 
Mr. Elliot's incumbency the contractors were liberally remunerated; the standard was five miles 
an hour for foot rUImers, and a reward of 3-l6ths of thew hole contract allowance was given 
for every half a mile of extra speed. If the contractors fell short of the stipulated speed, they 
were fined at the same rate; a monthly average was struck, and the accounts settled according 
to the result As long as this system, was in force the contracts answered, and the mails 
wel'e conveyed in good time. Afterwards, in 1837 or 1838, the system of rewards was 
discontinued, and the fines.imposed daily whenever the standard of speed was not attained; 
the conseguence was that none of the contractors could perform their engagements, the 
contracts oroke down, and ever since, the dawks have been carried by Government establish. 
ments. Ope Prem N arain Bose undertook to convey the mails by. contract on the Berham. 
pore line about four years ago, but he was unable to accomplish the standard rate of speed; 
and, owing to heavy fines, was obliged to throw up the contract. The contract system, as 
carried out in Mr. Elliot's time"was more expensive than the employment of runners paid by 
the Post-office, but the rate of speed attained was greater than that which now prevails. 

764. Do you consider it more advantageous to carry the mails by contract when foot 
runners are ~mployed, or by Government establishments 1 :... The contract system is much the 
mpre e:cpensive of the two, but if the, con~ractors are liberally remunerated they will convey 
,the malls much faster than runners paId duect by Government. This would not be the case 
if a~l postmasters were to do their duty, and look after the runnt'rs, and see that they perform 
~eIr duty prop~rly, and are not defrauded of their pay. But there are no such postmasters; 
m all my experIence, the only postmaster I recollect to have really discharged his duty and 
managed the dawk .efficiently was Dr. Leckie, who was postmaster of Bhau!!11lpore some 
years ago. U,nder hIm the r~nners frequently accomplished five and a half andosix 'miles an 
hour, and at hIS recommendation were always rewarded. As things now are, I think it would 
be better to ~ontI'act for the conveyance of the mails than to continue the pre!!ent system; 
but in no case can the speed be much improved, unless measures are taken to put and keep
the roads in order. 

765. Would the employment ot inspectors, whose duty it should be constantly to travet 
alon~ ~e lines of dawk road and inspect the post~offices, the state of the roads, and the 
condItion of the runners, tend to accelerate the tranSIt of the mails, and improve the efficiency 

of 
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of ~e department 1-~ es; if su<:,h a p!an could be adopted, and if pro er officers were 
app'omted .surveyors, wIth authorIty to mspect every post-office and to tnquire into com. 
J>la~nts ~gall1St the moonshe~ and otber officers of. the department, i have no doubt the speed of 
the mails would be ~reat1y mcreased. and. the efficIency of the department materially promotecL 

.766. How many mspect?rs do you thmk would be sufficient for the Lower Provinces 1_1 
thUlk seven would be sufficient: two for tIle Western-road two for tIle Berhampore-road -one 
for the Dacca-road, one .for t~e Madras-road, and one fo: the Bombay-road. '1 he insp~ctor 
of the ~adras-r.~ad IDlght mspect the Kedgeree-road, and one of the inspectors of the 
W ester,!-road ~llght take the Bancoora-road. These surveyors should furnish diaries 
for .the mf<;,rmabon of the PostI?-as{e~-gene~~l; and t~ey should receive travening allowance, 
while movmg, at so much per diem, m additIon to therr salaries. 

767. Is the hour of the departur~ of mails from Mofussil post-offices regulated by: the 
Postmaster-general, or by the Mofussil postmasters; and on what principle is it regulated 1_ 
It is regulated by the Postmaster-general wherever it is possible to dG so. The despatch of 
the dawk. from Benares depends entirely upon the arrival of the dav.k from the 
North-western . sta~ions; and it is onlt detained at the stations along the road for the 
purpose of. delIvermg packets, and takmg up those that are ready for it. The departure 
of the mall from the stations along the branch roads which join the grand trunk road, 
between Eenares and Calcutta, is regulated so that they may arrive at the point of junction an 
hour or two before the mail is expected to pass. If it is found that the mails from any branch 
road d9 not arrive until after the western mail has passed, and that the delay is unavoidable, 
tbe hour of despatch from the furthest office on the branch line is altered. The direct dawks 
on the Berhampore IIDe are not regulated; their arrival depends upon the time at which the 
mails are despatched from the extreme stations, and there IS no detention along the whole line, 
except what is necessary for delivering and receiving mails. The mails along the branch roa& 
are regulated in the liiame manner as in those of the Western-road. From Dacca the dawk to 
Calcutta is despatched every day at a fixed hour, independently of the dawks from more 
distant stations; this arrangement has been in force the last three or four months. 

768. Are any attempts made to regulate the mails during the rains, when they arrive in 
Calcutta too late for the morning delivery 1~ 'N 0; no such attempts are ever made i the 
tran'sit of the mails during the rains is so uncertain, that any such attempts would be frUItless. 

769. Would a system of prepayment by stamps,oe applicable to the banghy post'!- '\' es; 
it would be impossible to have an uniform rate of banghy postage, but the present table .of 
rates might be much simplified, and then I know of no reason why stamps should not be 
affixed to banghy parcels as well as .to letters. , . 

770. Are the wallets now in use m the General Post-office effectual to preserve the mails 
from wet 1-They are not perfectly waterproof; out since they were introduced two years ago, 
there have been no complaints of mails 'being injured by wet. They are made of Europe 
linen canvas lined with wax-cloth' tbey: are lighter than the old leather wallet, and the 
-expense of them is not more than o~e~ha1f; they last as long as th,e 'I.eather wallet. 'The same 
kind of bag is used in the North-western Provinces, but the material IS cotton doosootee cloth, 
instead.of canvas. . '. . 

771. How many different forms of chellan are there?~ 1 here
T 

are three dlfferen~ kinds, one 
for Madras, one for Bombay, and one for Bengal and the North-w~stern Provmces. For 
laces where there is only a moonshee who does not understand EnglIsh, we have a form of 
~henan in English and Be~galee. The Mofussll chellans differ from those used at the General 
Post-office and are of VariOUS forms. 1 Th . b t 

772 is there not a form of chellan laid down to be used at all post-offices '-:-: ere IS! u 
latterly I perceive that the form is not observed alike in all pl~ces. It w~uld fac~ltatehb~~l~es} 
if onl one form of cllellan were in use for the wh~le of India. A speCImen 0 eac m 0 

hell Y d b ~ied from the Genera1 P{)st-office. . 
c an nHow use cant etssup ected at the General Post-office?-Tenders are invited by pubhc 

773. ow are con rac e 

ad~~r:.sWh~~· are the terms of the contract under which lthe =ral P~!t=c;:ss~~p,:~ 
with contin$ent articles 1;-Tfhethcon:aet~t ~~~e~1~1/1;;!ii:tIThe :~t is for fi:e years, 
exte'!t reqUired for the use 0 e 0 ce, • eement from the ost-office. 
and It has two years to rnn.. I caril~ send ~e.a~ 1_It is. No lomplaints have been made 

775. Is the contract satJsfacto y pel Grme . £Ii 
against the contractor frdm. any d~partm~nt of the () ceo 

10th October 18~O. 

Mr. W. Twemlo'lJ). 
of th General post-office for October 18411 is an entry 

776. IN the monthly cash account e hi letters despatched. Can you inform me 
of Rs. il,45I. 2. 9-. on account of postage on hS wP ~uch of inland postage, and how mu~ of 
how much of this -consists of steam post~da.i~ abstracts of ship and steam letters f)llDlSbe~ 
ship postage properly so called 1-Fror tell tbat of the above amount, Rs. 1,236. 7, 3. IS 

from the Ship and Steam ~epartment c~n ~etters despatched from Calcutta by the month~J 
on account of steam and mland post.age n t f ,.hip and inland postage on outward ship 
f:lteamers and that 1<8. 214. 11. 6. IS on aCCoun ·0 
letters d~spatched from Calc~tta. 1 he 

3 G 4 , 87· 

Aptt. (D.), No.1. 

EVidence. 
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Evidence. 

The abstracts do not show the distinction between ship and ~team postag~ ~)li the ~~e ~ha'itd, 
and inland postage on the other, but the amount can be asceI"ta:med byexammmg the regIS~rs. 
The form of account kept in my department does not admit of any of these details bemg 
shewn, but they might be exhibited witliout difficulty i~ the for~ ?f a~count were aItere~ .• _ If 
the detailed registry be discontinued, it will not b~ possIble to. dlstmgwsh the amount of ml~nd 
from ship and steam postage, unless there be an uniform rate of postage on all letters accordmg 
to their weight to all parts of the world. . '. " '., 

777. In your reply to Question 195, you explamed that the entry of Rs. 6,073. 6. 6., In th~ 
monthly cash account, under the head of country-paid. letters despatched, was obtain~d \ b,y 
deducting from the sum of Rs. 7,485 .. 9. 0 shewn m. the' monthly. abstract, the inland 
postage on steam letters sent 1iid Bombay, and all steam postage .on paId letters despatched 
from Calcutta either viti Bombay or by the Peninsular and Oriental Company's st~amers. But 
it appears from inspecting the abstracts furnished to your department from the ShIp and Steam 
department, that the steam postage paid on all letters despatched from Calcutt~ by the)'eninsular 
and Oriental Company's steamers IS credited in your monthly abstract a?~ m themo~hlycash 
account under the head of ship postage on letters despatched. Would It not be mo~correct, 
therefore, to deduct from the postage on country letters only the inla~d and steam postage .on 
paid letters sent viti Bombay, and from the postage on ship letters the inland and steam postage 
on paid letters sent by the Peninsular and Oriental Company's steamers1-lt would undoubtedly 
be more correct, but still it would be but an approximation to perfect correctness j because I 
should s,till have to depend upon the abstracts of the Ship and Steam .department for the total 
amount of, inland and steam :postage paid on letters sent by the steamers, and I coUld only 
determine how much of it was inland postage by deducting the amount of steam postage plty
able to Her Majesty's Government as shown in the memorandums subsequently furnished from 
the Ship and Steam department which are sent as vouchers with the cash account. If this 
plan were followed, then as it appears from the abstract that the total amount of steam and 
inland postage paid on steamer letters in October was Rs. 1,236. 7. 3., and from the memoran-:
dums that the steam postage on these letters was Rs.1,005. 7. 6., the difference, viz., 
Rs.230. 15. 9., might be entered in the cash account as inland postage on steamer letters, and 
the amount credited as ship postage would be reduced to Rs.214. 11. 6. (the exact amount 
shown in the Ship abstract); but even that would include inland postage on ship letters. -

778. Under what h!lad is the inland and steam postage on unpaid steamer and ove\land 
letters credited 1-lt is all entered in the first instance without distinction under the head of 
ship postage, in the abstract bearing account book. The amount due on remaining and 
surcharged letters is first deducted, and then the amount of inland and steam postage on 
steamer letters is separated and credited in the cash account under the appropriate heads, 
according to the memoraridums of steam and inland postage furnished from the Ship and 
Steam department. The remahider is credited in the cash account under the head of ship 
postage, and includes both inland and ship postage on ship letters. I have to meaIl,j of 
knowing .whether the memorandums of inland and steam postage due on steamer letters are 
correct or not. I accept them on the responsibility of the head of that department. 

770. Under what head in the cash account are the proceeds from tlie monthly Bombay 
express postage credited 1-Under the head of paid country letters despatched. Under the head 
of express letters, only the proceeds from private e~presses are entered. 1 here, is an express 
hook -kept in t~e inland department, in which all receipts from parties sending expresses are 
entered; and from this book the entries in the daily abstract are made. The receipts are attested 
in .the receipt book by the officer under whose authority the express is despatched. 

26th Octoher 1850. 

Baboo Hurruclcchunder Sah~o. 

780. WHAT is the name of your firm at Benares 7 -The name of the firm is Ramdoss Sahoo . 
the business of the firm is exclusively banking and money agency. ' 

781: A;t what other places in India have 'you corresponding firms or agencies 1-1 have 
agenCIes m Calcutta, Mrrzapore; Ghazeepore, and Allahabad. . 

782. What is .the extent of your correspondence 1-About two or four Jetters every day. 
No day passes WIthout a letter being sent from our house by~the dawk and sometimes as many 
as 10 are sent. - , 

78~. ~at amount of postage do you pay in the course of the year 1-1 cannot answer this 
questIOn WIthout referring to my books. • 

784. With what places is your correspondence duefly carried on 7-With Mirzapore and 
Ghazeepore, chiefly. 1 have also' to write many letters to Agra to the vakeels whom 1 
employ in attendance at the Sudder Court. ' 

78i). Is your corresponden~e affected by the present rate of postage1-No; 1 write 
as many letters as I need to wnte. If the postage were reduced I should not write more than 
I do at present. 

7~6. D? y~u think that the correspondence of those to whom the amount of postage is iI. 
conSlde~ation.ls affected by the present rates?-Undoubtedly, those to whom a few annas is 
a conSIderation, are prevented by the present rates from writing so much as if they were 
~ower. If the rates were reduced,- the correspondence of such persons would be greatly 
Increased. ' . 

,~ 

787. Have 
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7~7' .. Have Y01}, any complai.nt .t~ make of the present management of the Post-office, or App. (D.), No. 1~ 
any lroproveIl.lent to suggest In It. -Yes; at present the Post-office is not secure '. letters 
posted by resIdents of a place reacl~ their destination, but those which are po~ted by strangers Evidence. 
o:e frequently lo.st, or not. heard of. A relation of mine, Baboo Ajoodhapersaud, recently went 
to the .westward, an~ he l~formed me that a great many of the letters which he wrote to his 
home In Ben~\:es dunng hIS absence, and put into different post-offices never reached their 
destination. . ' , , 

It would, be.a grea~ ~onvenience if letters were received and delivered at the different 
thanas and the principal to'YIls in the interi<?r. At present this is not the case in the district 
of Benares. - . . 

788. Is there nota zemindary' dawk in the district of Ben ares which is also available to the 
people 1-Not that I am aware of; I believe ilie thana reports ~re aU sent in by goraits and 
not by a zemindaree dawk es~ablishment. ' 
• 789. Have y.ou any o~er ~mproveme?t ~o suggest 1-Yes; the receiving house now open 
in the ~houck IS open untIl.eIght P •. M.; If ,It were kept open till 11 P.M. it.would be a great 
conveDle~ce to ilie mercantIle publIc, and many more letters would be wntten and sent by 
post.' The ~ustom of tIle houses of business here is to write letterS until late at night. 
. 790. Would any advantage arise from the opening of other receiving houses in the citv of 
Benares 1-Yes, undoubtedly; it would be a great public convenience if other receiving houses 
were ()pened. There are parts '\)f the city which are more than a mile or two from either of 
the places at which letters can now, be posted. One receiving house is much wanted at 
Bhoyronaili, '8ll()ther at Rajghat, and a third at Sewala; another might be opened at Owsan
gonge, where there are a great many mahajuns. 
. 791. Are you aware iliat the practice of clubbing is carried on to any e'<tent in Benares? 
-Yes, I kno~. iliat it i~.; especially by those w~o carry ?n correspond~nce with persons at .a 
distance. Servants especlally always enclose theIr letters. In those of ilielremployers; bu~ ~s 
is not so much the case <with the letters sent to less distant places, the postag~ 'of which IS 

only two ,Pice,' or, if weiglling a tolah, . one anna. This practice is chiefly carried on by the 
mhanvarrles, whose houses are at a dIstance. If the postage were reduced to the lowest 
uniform standard on letters sl!nt to any distance, the practice might still be resorted to in some 
degree, unless positively prohibited ~y'law, but i~ w<?uld be gre~tly decr~ased. ., 

792. Would iliere be, in your opiDlon, any objection to the mtroductIon of. stamps m heu 
of money-for the prepayment ofpostage'I--None at all. There would.be no dlfficult~ on the 
part of anyone in understanding the use of them, and they would obVIOusly tend to mcrease 
the security of letters passing through the post. 

29th October 1850. 

Obho,!! Ram Mlwrwaree. 
~ 

. 793. You are Gomashta of Luchmeechund, Radhakishen ofMutt~?-I am; iliere are two 
houses at Benares connected with Luchmeechund; the name of one IS Luchmeechund Munnee 
Ram and of the other Seth Govind Doss. I f' 

794. What'is the nature of your business 1-We ar~ ban~ers ~d J;Ilerchants, both 0 country 
produce and of foreign imports. We have large dealings 10 opIUm. 1 

795 What is'the extent ofyout correspondence by post 1-1 send a~out{~om 80 to 1:~ etters 
~ve ~onth Former! when the King of Lucknow's' dawk was ~ eXlstence, an ooron 
Mutl-s, I us~d to write 5;' or 40 letters every 'day; but nEW ~am obl~:~l'!O d~O:~~:!t::~ :::d 
respondence, in consequl;nce of heavy ratesd<?f p~sta!et y b~~=W a quarter tolah letter to 
to go for either one anna or 1 ~ anna, accor mg 0 IS. ance, . 
Jypore costs four annas, and to Bomb~y and L:t°hJt =~ere charged on all letters not 

796. Would your corre~pon~ence l~crease 1 :rence to distance?-Undoubtedly it would 
exceeding a quarter tolah m welg~t, Without ref, ld b written and an immense number of 
greatly increas,e; many more b~InthS lette~dbou nt :eparatelY. At present hoondies oaming 
letters which are npwenclosed III 0 ers:o Ide ~ b~ut the custom is to wait until several 
from a ?istance are not punctually de iliw ~e~:i t of all of them in one letter. The letters 
have amved, and ilien to ackn~wle ge ed Ph a uniform and light rate of postage; 
of poorer people would vastly 1Ocre~se unili e~ ~cmes are almost debarred from writing by 
,at present those living at a dlstance rom t e:h iro 

letters enclosed in one sent by some other 
the heavy postage, except when they can ge e - , 
person. 'I 0 d' aril at the Chowk post-office; but as iliat 

797. Where do you post your letters.- t~ ~~ of~onsequence after that hour to the post-
closes at 3 P M we are obli~d to send all Ie !! to .1..e public if the receiving houses were . ., Id at convemence Ul th in 
office at Secrole. It wou e a .gre . f receivin houses were, opened at every ~a 
kept oPen to a later hour, and stIll m;;re ~ach than~ a post-office might be opened WIthOUt. 
the city. There are seven thanas, an at , 
any difficulty. . d t the thanas for transmission by postl-No; .the 

798 But are not letters al,eady recelve ~ d into effect in the district of llenares, .nor;e 
orders' of Government have never been ca~e t d at the thanas. 1 understand iliat In 0 er 
the people generally aware that letters ca~ bye :~~ in this way. 719 Are 
districts large numbers of letters are sen H . ·s.. . 3 ,. -
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

799. Are you usually in the habit of sending your letters paid or un~aid ?-Almost inva-
riably paid. • ' 

800. Do you consider that if prepayment of postage were compulsory, corr~sp~ndence would 
decrease ?-It might to a small exte.nt if present rates of postage were ·m3.IlJ.taine~, but cer~ 
taiply not if the rates were reduced m the manner above suggested. 

801. Have you ever l?st letters s~~t b~ the P?st 1-N ever. They are occasionally mis-sent, 
and do not arrIve at their proper destmatIOn until long after they are due; but I never heard 
of a letter ,being lost.. . ' . . . 

802 Is there any delay 10 the delivery of letters m Benares 1-Yes; there IS consIderable 
delay 'usually from four to five hours after the letters are ready for delivery. I always seud 
a peo~ to the Post-office, and by that me~s get my letters ~ soon. as they are ready, but 
those of my neighbours who do not adopt this plan do not receIve theIr letters for four or five 
hours after mt'. ' 

803. With what parts of India is your correspondence chiefly carried on?-The house of 
which I am the gomashta has correspondin~ firms and agents in nearly 150 places .throughout 
India besides a number of constituents WIth whom a separate correspondence IS kept up. 
The principal agencies are here in Benares, MIrzapore, Delhi, Agra, Muttra, Aj~ee .. , J ypore, 
Kotah, Bombay, Indore, Calc~tta, and Cawnpore. 

pecil Beadolt, Commissioner. 

Appendix (D.), No.2. 

PAPERS AND CORRESPONDENCE. 

No. 1102. of 1850.-General Department. 

William Courtney. Esq., Commissioner for Post-office Inquiry. 
Sir, . 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the enclosed copies of three memor8.!lda, furnished by 
C,aptain Hart, late postmaster in the Deccan, containing his opinions on various points 
connected with the present postal system and the question of postal reform. The information 
and suggestions in these papers may perhaps be of use to you in conducting your 
inquiries. 

On Circuit, 19 September 1850. 

I have, &c" 
(signed) A. TV, Ravenscroft, 

Postmaster-general. 

MEMQRANDUM on the Subject of Proposed Alterations in. the Post-office Act, No. XVII. 
- of1837. 

1st. THE following remarks are submitted to consideration,.as the, points to which !hey 
refer do not appear to have received the notice their importance requires . 

. 2d. On the question of the. expediency of abrogating Act XVII. of 1837, and submitting 
m its place a -plain well~defined system easy to be understood, the public, as well as official 
opinions, generally coincide. The difficulty is to fix on a scheme acceptable. to the community, 
which shall not entail a serious loss on the revenue. The general returns showing the collec
tions made at the three Presidencies have been laid before the Supreme Government, but in 
them a most important item of account is not noticed; that is, "the probable per-centage loss 
to Government by peculations i" for it is an undeniable fact, that for the amount of these 
collections, as made at out-stations, the State is dependent on the integrity of its clerks, on 
whose accounts under the present system there is not any check whatever. To prove this 
asseruon, 1t becomes necessary to trace the progress of a packet despatched, either up the 
country from a General Post-office, or from one out-station to another. 

3d. With every, packet of paid, bearing, service and free letters, a list in duplicate (chell~) 
of their number, with a notice of the amount of postaO'e to be collected, is forwarded. One 
copy of this list has to be returned, duly receipted, to the office of despatch, while the other is 
retained as a record. Suppose 110 letters, b!!aring Rs. 20 postage, to have arrived from 
Bombay 'at an out-station, aud that the clerk wishes to appr'opaiate .Rs. 5 of that sum without 
the possibility of being detected. The process is an easy one. He signs and sends back the 
original chellan, entering in his register Rs. 15 as recovered at the. station, and Rs. 5 as due 

• . ' on 
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on "~~rward letters." . Fictitious covers to that amount are made .up; an illegible'stamp App. (D.). No.2. 
in addlti,on to thal;, of his own o~ce, affixed, and they are then sent on to 'distant stations, 
from,whlch ackno~ledgments are m due course received. The whole of the' 90 letters having Papers and 
been regularly dehvered ~ ad~r~ssed, n,o complaints ever reach the' head office;, the accounts Correspondence. 
appear re~ar, and detection lS Impracticable . 

• 4th. It ~~, h<;>wever, b,ut seldom that fi~titious covers are thought of, the simple entry of Increase of busmfl89 
"Forwa~d bemg suffiCIent. The ~eat mcrease of business in the postal department smce consequent o~ ov~. 
!he opemng of the overland ~oute, WlthOUt any ~orrespond~ng addition to the number of clerks land commUnication. 
In up-country ?ffices, neCeSl'Itates the transaction of busmess in a hasty and unsatisfactory . 
manner. RegIsters, except those for Europe letters, are' not regularly, if at all, kept (their 
utter uselessness as checks has been too often demonstrated) and any attempt to trace false 
entries is sure to end in vexation and .disappointment. ' 

5th. The few cases which occasionally occur of post-office clerks beinO' detected in malver- Impossibility of de
sation of office are usually brought to notice by their folly in not deliver~g letters or bhangies tecting frauds. 
which are supposed to contain hoondees or valuables; had the postage only been appro~ 
priated, det~ction ~ould no~ have taken pl~ce. It must be remembered that these clerks are 
far fro~ bemg a hIghly paId class of public servants, that their duties are heavy, and that at 
out-stations the~ are perfectIY'un~ontrolled in the. preparation of their accounts; indeed, the 
same may be saId of sudder statlOns, as the entrIes of collections cannot be superintended in 
person by the postmaster. If a " Bearing letter It from, the Madras Presidency is received' at 
Delhi, or Aurungabad, or Ahmednuggur, duly delivered, and the receipt rebIrned without the 
postage being entered in the accounts, it is not in the power of the most intelligent official to 
detect the fraud. 

6tlI. When the very great nllmber of Post-office clerks in virrual charge of offices is con- Serious loss to the 
sidered, and the temptations by which they are surrolmded allowed for, the amount of revenue revenue thereby. 
which may be lost to Government by non-entries becomes matter of most serious moment. This 
subject is stated to have been brought to the notice of the Committee at Calcutta in 1837, 
when its members acknowledged that no practical check could be d~vised. Whilst in charge 
of the Poona division, within which range are eleven offices, this fact was painfully apparent. 
The collections at a particular station where, as far as could be ascertained, the number of 
residents had not varied, fell from RI>. 209 in September to Rs. 114 in October 1847. The 
clerk was known to be in difficulties, and his records were carefully examined; but as his own 
registers were the chief guides on the occasion, no proof of fra~d could be established. T~e 
result of the inquiry however, was that in November the c.ollectIOns rose to Rs. }91, and m 
December were Rs.' 188., At another station some years'previous the clerk attached to tile 
collector's office having been dismissed for being concerned in a banghy ro.bbery, the collec-
tions the first monti). of his successor taking charge, were nearly double theIr former amount, 
and they afterwards maintained that rate. 

7th. Under the present system the charges for we!ght and distance are most co~plicated. 
Few of the clerks thoroughly understand the regulaboIl:s, and . to the. greater portIon of. the 
public they are a mystery. It is not necessary to recaJ)ltula~e In detaIl ~he many suggestIOns 
which have been' laid before Government. The chlef pomts on whIch every scheme of 
i'mprovement must be based are,-- . 

L That the plan shall not cause. any serious loss to the revenue; 
2. '£hat it puts a stop to 'peculab~ns; and . 
3. That its mode of working be SImple and efficacIOUS. 

8th. The'"following propositions have this desirable end in view:-. 
i. The introduction of s!amps; red ~or private, 'gre~n for servIce letters. 
2. Enforcing the prepay~erit regulation by ,stamps m all cases. 
3. Fixing the rate fQr weIght, and n?t for dIstance. 
4. Establishing branch post-offices m all large towns· d th official number of every 
5. Requiring the name of the department or office, an e 

Present system of 
charges compli
cated. 

Principles on which 
improvement should 
be effected. 

Suggestions. 

service-letter to be noted on the cover. • 
, f th '.. In stamp can only be decided by a reference Minimum (har~e. 

9th. The. question of the .ru;no~t ~ e mlwmu a for half a tolah. The colours are imma-
.to !he general returns. 0PI?lOn .ID~lme~ to one ann 
terlal, provided they are easIly dlstmgulshable. 

. that of "enforcing the prepayment of all lette~ by ~!f~I?ed.ent to b~ 
loth. By no other precaution, except t t d "Money must not, on any account, eIther 

stamps can the revenue effectually be pro ec e in " " 
1'01' ban'ghies' ot letters, be received at any post-o ceo b' I '11 
.. ' d' is a most essential point, w IC 1 Wl secure 

11 tho Charging for weight and not. for . IStance licated system and give general satis-
the community from overchar~es, sIm?h~ b cO~le as public as' possible by large printed 
faction. ~ otice of the rates leVIable sk ou hem and other places Of resort, as well as at 
placards hung up in every adawlut, utc e1'1'Y, 
post-offices.' . . t ts or at civil , t bti 'hed in mIlitary can onmen , 
, 12th. At present post-offices ar~ usual% ::eana:ive city. It is not, of cours~, 1?rac~cab~e 
stations, sometimes one and t.wo .lI!-Iles fro ho has business to attend to, to waste hIS time In 

for any artisan or any other mdlvldual w th ;\'ho keep servants spare them on such 
walking that distance to post a letter, nor can .ose 'f the population can avail themselves of 

. h' h th's larO'e portIOn 0 the errands. The only way In W IC 1 0 3 H 2 ' 
8j. 

Weight, lind not 
distan('e, to he 
charged for. 

Establishment of 
brunch pcst-officelL 
reqnil'td. 
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the post department," is ~y giving them I letters ~o persons who earn a livelihoo~ by going 
round the several quarters of large towns, collectmg the conespondence of the resIdents, frow, , 
whom they receive the" amount of postage they ~alculate to be chargeable by <?overnment.!· 
remunerating themselves by enclosmg the whole ill' one cover, addressed to their agent,.the • 
difference, of rate between :which ~hey receive f~r t~e many separ!te cove.rs; and tht: ~harge on . 
a'single heavy packet, bemg thew profit. ThIs IS, called the ,Clubbmg system, and has . 
enoneously been supposed ,to have its rise in a ~esire to save postage, whereas ~he. want of f 
facility for posting ~etters .IS the c~use. The ~rIters of them do not sa,:e .anYthmg, and, . 
moreover have to rIsk theIr letters m a stranger s charge. Was an office wlthm reach where 
a stamped receipt could be obt!lined, the ,collector's tr\lde 'Y?~ld cea~e to be ,!orth following. 
As instahce in question, the city of Poona may be mentioned, which contams upwards of' 
100,000 inhabitants, and nas its po~t-office in the camp,,' I!- ~ile and a half distaIJ.t; Sattara, l 

with half as many people, at two mIles off; and:N agpore, WIth more than double that popu
lation, 'about' as far. In connexion with this'subject one other point has to 'be noticed: the: 
nece~sity".of having a list of all unclaimed letters at out-s~ti~ms mad~ out monthly, and copies: 
hung up I~ the kntchery, adawlut, or chowry, for p~bhc 'mformatlOn, As 'a general rule, ~ 
native letters are' but too little cared for. ' " 

,13th. The enormous amount' of demi-otficial ,covers passing, free through the Post-"ffice' 
imperatively calls for a check, and none is so simple as .requiring the official number of, 
the letter and the name of the department ,or office to be no~ed ,outside. The gree~ stamps, 
by virtue o.fwhich packets pass free,'have to be account~d .fo,r to tl1e office from whICh they 
are indented out. ' Although qIause XIX. of the Act dIrects that "'Letters addressed by 
individuals 'to Government officers 'on their private affairs shall be post-paid," the rute is 
seldom attended to. N q inconvenience would be felt' by the 'Right honourable the Governor, ! 
the Members of the Council, the'Secretaries to Government, or other privileged partie£'; in" 
haVing to 'affix the green stamp to their correspondence. Their right of sending letters free' 
remains intact, while none could.reac~ them without having ,either one stamp or the other 
affixed, The'same ~ema'rk applies to covers addressed to orleceived from th~ home authori
ties" as the 'Postmaster-gep.eral at the Presidency, or hisdeI>uties: at out-stations, would affix' 
the required tokens., ' , , ". ' " 

'14th'. 'On the question of retaining the present rate of c1).arge on newspapers, pamphlets ana ~ 
banghy parcels, no'remarks"are, here called for, as they must be determined by. calculations. 
based on the general returns. , : ,I , . 

(signed) • S. v. :w: HaI'l, ,; 
Captalli 24 Gren. ~gt. N. ~. 

,RElIfUKEi on the WOildng of the Post-o#ic~ Act of 1837. 

,IT ,is: an, admitted, fact, tl).a.t ,under the pl.'esent system,the accou~ts qf their collections 
rendered by Ol.\t-sta!j.on officers cann<?;t be <:.hec~ed~ ,In a forpter memorandum this point was , 
proved. in the case, of' letters passing f[<;:Ill)., office t9 office in the mtel'jor. The case of 
" ~repaidletters ",was not, I:to)'Vev!:!r~ adv~rted to. What is to prevent the clerk who receives the, 
amount .qn th~se packets from appropriating a portion.? At the Genera;l. Post-ofl4!e, the fear, 
of being observed by a companion; but at out-stations, where'the writer is alone at his desk, 
he may take as much as he pleases without a chance of discovery. • -

, . 
As, a ,body ,the PQst-offic~ clerks are. underpaid and overWorked, w}thout any prospect' of 

promotion. In. other ,departments the subordinates are allowed occasional holidays. but at 
the,largen~mber pfstations where onlY,one Post-office clerk is employed, a day's relaxatio~. 

. from busi~ess is unknoWIJ.. ' Yet iJ. is supposed tllat these men will be. honest. 1 as!lert' 
without hesitation, that if a clerk confines his peculations (Within moderate bounds) to his; 
colIecti9Ps, 'he is safe from detection. It is only where banghy parcels and letters are opened, 
that discovery takes place. If an estimate is made of the number of offices, throughout India 
with only one clerk, and a month's pay of each be taken as the sum appropriated from the 
collections, the amount will appear enormous. Yet when it is considered that from Rs. 16 to. 
to Rs. 25 is their average salary, on which a family is to be maintained, a decent appearance kept 
up, and in cases of illness ~n assis!:ant paid, the calculation caunot be thought excessive. Under 
a system of prepa~ent by 'stamps, pec?lation ~oul~ be im;>racticable. ' . " 

Government being secured from loss, the security of the public has to be attended to. The 
plan ,.of lI'egiste,ring letters h~ peen. tried and found a iail~e. ,Even the ,ch,elIans at pres~nt 
in use ,are I;lot practical check, on correctness. ' The press of business does not allow ,of their 
being examined, il-nd, in ,~ny jnstances .they a~e !lot ~etumed. ,With the' intr$lduction, o~ 
stamps, t.p.e way-:bill!>, may b~ si~pliAed, and a specified time. fixed for their return, to, the, 
?ffi~es th~y are despatched from, say on,ce ~ ~eek., . ~ending them .back singly, causes much 
m<;~nvellleJlc~ an!l delay. I , ":' , ,-4, " " .. ' ,,'. ,;; 

A.JI, posts ,should be I c,onveyed by :cpn~ract. ' S~cUrity :can be then taken for'the safe delivefy: 
<?f p,~cket,s 'anq Ear,cels, 'and a certa~ rll;te' of speed assured. The salaries paid by Governme?t 
are so much highel""than would be gtven by a contractor, that no difficulty wiIl be found m 
getting the foot lines taken at 15 per cent. less than the present annual cosL 'l'he amount' 
ili.u~ ~aved might be appropriated to the inc~ea~~ ~f horse dawks on the main lines. : ) 

ou " .. , No 
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No .,legislative enactment can ,put down these' establish "'h " 
d~vemment'places' the· Post-office within,th h fth ments ... ey must eXist until App.(D.),No.2~ 

I f d b d fi • . e reac 0 e people. A t present the mass of -
the popu a Ion are .e arre rom av~ilmg themselves of it, not only from the hi h raUl o£ Papel's amf 
charges, but by the distance of the offices from towns and cities I fi' th· g 't' COl'l'espondent't'., 
th enience of Eur h 1 be . n xmg elf POSI IOns, e c0D;V opeans as a on~ en consulted. A report of the number of rivate Pri':l\~ dawks and 
offices m' A~meda~a~ has lately been laId before the Postmaster-general. At Surat I telieve recelVlng houses. 
there are thIee, gal,nmg from l~s .. 15 to Rs.40 monthly. In Poona the number is probably 
greater; there agam the revenue IS defrauded, 

To give th~ ~amp .Bli-thmda fair chance, a uniform rate of charge for weight, and not for Subordinate offices. 
dis~ance, mus e esta IS e • and eyery fa~ility ~ven fOJ: the posting and distribution of letters. 
It IS, not to be expected that any great mcrease of native corr~spondence will at once take 
pla?e, put as sool). as ~he people find t~at for a trifling sum they can write to and hear from 
their filend~ B:Jld relatives, thousands Will ~ladly avail themselves of the opportunity. Every 
kutche~ry should have, a post-office box, With the :ates .of charge legibly painted on it. Letters 
posted m towns at a ~Istance fiuID; th~ office s~tl?n.IIllght be taken there at fixed periods, and 
the covers accumuJate~ fo~ parties m the dl~trIcts sent back for distribution by the same 
pe?ns. The rule directing hsts of .letters ',lnclalmed during a month, to be hung up in a con-
SpiCUOUS place,' ought to be made Imperatlve by a penalty. Where a large revenue i.s looked 
for, the strictest attention to details is necessary. 

, , 
At out-sfations the time of Post-office writers is taken up in preparing a number of retlllns Post-office clerks. 

on which, owing t.o the, imp?ssibility o~ checking the~, no dependence whatever can be placed ~ 
many of-these might be ihspensed Wl.th, and more Important. business then properly attended 
to. .A..llcale ~f pay' for length of service would be most advantage ous. This class of public 
servapts are virtually uncontrolled; some motive for correct conduct should, therefore be held 
out to, them. U~der this Presidency, postmasters are allowed deputation allowance to visit 
and,inspect their subord\nate offices; but as no specific report is called for, or inquiry made 
whether this officijl.l himself understands the detail of the bv.siness, the money paid him is 
thrown' away. The present regulations do not admit of efficient superintendence. When 
remodelled, a visit once a year would prevent the abuses which have taken place in the 
interior, where bundles of "llndelivered letters have been found accumulated in offices. On 
these occa~ions' the postmaster should sign the clerk's books, report on his qualifications, 
whether cOI;Ilplaints are made against him, if lists of unclaimed letters have been duly exposed 
to public view, &c., &c. 

Wher~' ~ohtrafts do :n~t exist, the, time tables sent ~ the· General Po~t-office are n~t to be Time tables. 
reliea on. A t every statIon, the WrIters are now reqUIred to enter the bm~ of the arrIval and 
despatch of the mails, and they do so down ~o five minutes to or past a certain. hou~; but all 
such entries are made by guess, for not one ill fifty has a ~atch or clock to guide h~I}l. ~e 
plan introduced on the' Poona and Danoor line of calc~lating t~e num~er o~ hours ,m wInch 
the entire distance is performed, without regard. to the mterme~late statIOns,. I~ the only on~ to 
be depended on. Certificates of detent~on, SIgned by the VIllage 'authorIties, are .r~Ulred 
before delays are allowed for. These certificates are of course in general terms, testIfymg to 
the fact of'detention havin~ been unavoidable ~?m' th~ 'state of the',!e~ther ol'other cause, 
and noting the probable 'tIme. To check fictitIOUS repo:rts, surveys sundar to those of the 
Nagpoor Danoor and Kurar post-roads o\lght to be at once made by postmasters (a few 
ho~s' il1~tructio'n under an engmeer 'officer would render them competent ~ do so); and on 

• their circuits they should ascertain, 'by personal inquiry, whether or no the certificates had been 
granted_ 

• . hi fi .. b t d ring the monsoon is a W #lx-cloth wrDp-
The preservation of the maIls and bang es rom lllJUry y we, u 'I h fi ' h' pers. 

subject to which attention is xhuch .required. ~o~t °alffices s~Pplh wd~-c ~r(T~~mo: ~~ 
contingent allowance and of course the cheapest IS ways purc. ase: • II:! n 
Gutta Percha Compa~y in England be applied to! Cloth sa~rated With tins gu~ IS so c~ea~" 
that the expense would not exceed the present charge; and, With the large quantIty l;'equlre , 

be pro~abjY,a saving. (signed) S. V. lV. Hart. 

, Qotaeamund, 24 June 1850. 

" , 
J . 

R . th W k'ng of the Post~office Act of 1837; its Defects, and proposed 
EMARKS on e or 1 ':Remedial Measures. 

:< t " ' , , - . ~ot either affording security to the Govem- 'Ih~ Act of 11:37 
",IN practice'this ~~t )las pr?ve~ a tcJt.al fall:~fic Theoretically, the complicated syst~m of n fuilurc. 
ment revenue, or glVlng satIsfactIOn: to ~e p bl't 1 tters and parcels with the long b!;t oC 
charges" for distance" on newspapers;. pa~p e spp:ars'perfect. and ~nder highly salaried 
partieS exempted from the p~ym~nt' 0 po~ a~:~~e have, answet~d the proposed ends. But 
European superintendence, mlgh~ ill a c~ativ~ clerks, the greater number on ~te~ of lay 
those regulations have to be carned oUi y k 1 dge of English, or even to mamtatD; elr 
wholly inadequate to cOJllll!'and 3l per ~C~t ~owr~s ect of promotion (I speak, of ~ose 1';1 the 
families in respectability, wlthou~ .the ~hg es P ti ~ of theil" accoWlU;. On the, IDte~lty of 
i,nterior) and totally uncontrolled III the prepara 0 ' 

til I ') • f the postal revenue. , 
eSIi! men r~sts the COl ectlOn 0 <" .' There 

, , " 3 11 3 ' 
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Thete is not any. che,:k 'On ,the. clerk who receives, the amount on " Post-paid" letters or', 
parcels, fromappropriatmg a portion, or the whole, ~s he may deem prudent.. At the Pre-. 
sidency, and one or two large stations, !he !ear of bemg obs~rved ~Y a ?o~pamon may: deter a' 
man from peculation; but where the writer IS alone, or h~s hIS ~ela?ves m hIS office, he lS secure, 
from detection, provided he forwards the packets to theIr destmatIons. 

Entries of the amQunt of" Postage collected" ,are equally: at the discr~tion of the clerk, the ' 
committee at Calcutta having admitted that it was. not practicable to deVIse a check on these , 
accQunts. 

No provision has been made for ascertaining whether the w:ri~rs in the. subordinate office~ 
are acquainted with the regulations; .those empl?yed und~r dIstrICt po~tmaster;' have a cha~ce . 
of betterjng their condition;, but m kutcherries. and Isol~ted. s~atlO!ls theIr pay rem~ms 
unchano-ed from the time of their entering the serVIce to theIr qUlttm~ It .. They are requlred 
to be at their posts night and day. A holiday is unkn?wn to them! In SIckness they have to 
provide and pay for a substitute; in some cases a peon also, or dehver the letters themselves 
(such was until lately the ca~e at Ka.ndalla ~nd 8eroor); an~'yet a c.orrect- statem~nt of' 
all monies passing through theIr hands IS expected from them. Who~y uncontrollfd m the ' 
preparation of their accounts, is i,t to be sUl?posed th3;t thes~ underpaId,overworked cle~ks 
!hould do otherwise than approprlate a portion of theIr receIpts, when they can do so Wlth 
impunity 1" 

To secure the postal revenue it is indispensable that-
1. A system ,of stamp be introduced. 
2. That prepayment be hpper!l-tive,. 
3. That no money be on any account collected at Post-office.* 

These measur~s will insure the Government from loss. The public have' now td be 
considered. 

The present high rate of charges, an<l the distance of post-offices'from towns and cities, . 
effectually debar the mass of the. popUlation from availing themselves of the department. 
They are consequently driyen to emplpy individuals keeping private offices, nOr can any 
regulation put down these establishments or private dawks. 

The reJ,lledies suggested are- . 
A' uniform rate of charge on letters and newspapers for weight, and not for distance. 
The establishment of pranch offices in cities and towns, with post-office boxes at all 

kutcherries. 
The sale of stamps at kutcherdes as well as post-offices. 
The making public the rates chargeable, by large printed placards hung up in all offices: 

and places of general res()rt. ' 
(The amount of the stamp I hardly venture to note. One anna. on half a tola should be 

tlie minimum. Two annas a tola on letters. Fo~ newspapers a proportionate reduction.) 

Under this Presidency, posVnasters are appointed to districts, and receive deputation 
allowance for visiting their subordinate offices. No inquiry is, however, made whether this 
official is acquainted with the detailed duties, nor is he called on for any specific report. 
Beyond the fear of detection which his presence may inspire, and preventing the gross abuses 
prevalent at the other Presidencies, where clerks' offices have been found to contain hundreds 
of undelivered letters, circuits as at present made are useless, for the accounts do not admit 
.of check. 

The system of nominating officers at subordinate stations as postmasters is an erroneous.: 
one. The civil surgeon, who has more than enough to do, is usually appointed; but beyond 
replying to p:ublic letters, the work is. done by the clerk. J would do away with these 
appointmenf$, and' place all uncovenanted servant, who had proved himself qualified, in~ 
charge of a district,: making i~ incumbent on him to reside a certain portion of the year at 
each statio,n. within his range., 

.The dawks should one and all be conveyed by contract on the plan of that entered into for
the Danoor line. A sketch survey of the road, and requiring certificates, would ensure 
regularity, and the security taken from the contractor put a stop to the plunder of the dawk 
bags. For the first three years, the rate demanded by the tenderers would be little less'than 
the present actual cost to Government; but after that period, when the system was under
stood, the contracts should be offered to public competition. Experience has convinced me 
that a. contractor on a ., foot line" can work it at a profit, at 15 per cent. under the cost 
to Government. This saving might be appropriated to establishing horse dawks on the 
mam lines. 

The time tables' of travelling as at present furnished~re mostly fictitious. The entries are 
made by clerks without any timepiece to guide them, and the reports of detentions are filled 
in frbm the overseers' reports, who take care to show that any delay which may have occurred 
in their way was unavoidable. Stoppages at nullas are noted; but, for want of a survey, the 
postmaster is. io-norant of such watercourses crossing the road. Under a contract, the time 
occupied in performing the whole distance is only entered, and a fine inflicted for any excess. 
of the specified number of hours, leaving the contractor to find out where it took ~lace. 

Postmasters 

.. Foreign letters excepted. The duplicate chellaun. of-these to be attached to the monthly account as ~ 
vo\=-ch~r. 



I 

.' postmaste~s sup~ly wax-cloth fr0!ll. their contingent ~llowance, and as a lnatter of course SecUrityofthem~s 
-the cheape.st IS prov-Ided; hence t~e Injury to packets during the mon~oon. The Gutta Percha from wet during the 
'-Company m England would furnIsh waterproof cloth as cheaply as the inefficient coverings monsoon. nOW made use of. 
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The introduction of a decreased, rate of postage will prov-e a fallure', UIiIeSs every facility is District and general 
afforded for the despatch a~d delivery of the letters of the people. Bags containing those dawks. 
posted in Mehal kutchemes should be made up at the towns on -the post road, and 
forwarded to the nearest office for assortment and despatch. The district officers' accounts 
should not ~e allowed to. be so sent, but paid letters only. A vast increase will undoubtedly 
take place m. the am?unt of correspondence under proper arrangements for enabling the 
public to avail themselves of the department. Gov-ernment would find it advantageous to 
employ an office~ to r.eport on an amalgamation of the district and general dawks, which can 
only be done by Inqumes on the spot. The whole system requires remodelling. 

Many of the returns DOW required from, out-station office~ might be dispensed with under Useless returns t{) be 
the stamp system, and the clerks then have time to attend to their more important duties. done away wIth. 
Postmasters should be made to report monthly that the lists of unclaimed letters have been 
duly exposed to public notice at the 'office, and also forwa,rded to the nearest kutcherry; the 
amount of stamps in hand should be ascertained on tours of' inspection, the clerks' accounts 
sigrIed, &0. In nine out of ten offices, where the salary is given as a matter of course to the 
ciVil surgeon, or the cler~ placed under the collector 01' political agenty thE;y are never looked 
at for the simple reason of want of time. Efficient uncovenanted superintendence is indis-
p:nsable as part of a general reform. The Poona postmaster, for instance, should have under Ranges of district 
him, and be obliged to visit once a year, Panwell, Khandalla, Kirkee, Seroor, Nugger, postmasters: 
Feejooree, Punderpoor, Sholapoor, Sattara, and Kurrar. . 

A postmaster for the Southern Concan should have under him Mhar, Rutn~eery, Malwan, 
VingorIa, and Sawuntwaree, &c .. 

The BeIgaum postmaster's Tange should include Dharwar, Kolapoor, Kuladghee, and 
Beejapoor. _ . 

Lower Scinde the offices of Kunachee, Hydrabad, Tatta and BhooJ. 
Guzerat those' of Rajkote, Ahmedabad, Kaira, and, D~esa. 
The Northern Concan range should extend from Tanna to }Jaroda. . 
The Aurungabad postmaste~ should also visit his subordinate offices, which are not now 

under f!ontrol. 

CLAUSES of the Act '?f 1837 to Ire cancelled or added to. 

VI. PREPAYMENT to be impe~ative. 

X. Cancelled. The rate to be charg!ld by weig-ht and not by' distance. 
(The latter paragraph of this clause was seldom acted on.) 

XIV. Cancel" Bearing Postage/' 

XLIV A rednction of the weight of official: packets must be insisted on. Quarter l~ste3;d 
{)f half sheets of foolscap and Iigh~ envelope~ mig~t~::~~~~~~~t::' ~~ ~~::t ~h~so ch:g~~ 
.correspondence between heads of dpart~e~ sr· d in what instances it may be adopted; as 
committees should. assembl~ at ,ea • shtadtIObn G eCI e e t the clerks 'will not alter the routine. 
otherwise, the statlonery bemg furms e y overnm n , 

d d I tt The' press of business at post-offices, and LXII. This clause has ever been a ea e. ~r. I ks revent the list of exemptions being 
the ignorance of the :major portion of the I'ecelVmg c er ,p franked letter is allowed to 
·examined wnen official letters are p~re~ .. In,~onsequ~~~~t:d~Zm charge is a most serio~$ 
pass free, and the great number of emI-O CI ~ sdl: awa with and service stamps substt
loss to the revenue.. Franks sho~~ ~taget~h: n~mb~r of ihe letter it contaIDs noted on it. 
tuted. Every offiCIal cover sho b :he k d in accounting for the stamps expended, the 
Private correspondence would thus e ec e l ili' 
returns must show why they were made use 0 , us :--

d d' --- for the Month of-. RETURN of SERVICE STAMPS expen e In , , . ( 

Date. 
Number 

of 
. ~tamps. 

1 

Number 
o( 

Official Letters . 

81 of ,1851 ,-. 

To whom Addressed. 

MiIy, accountant. 

, ' • 83' 84 of 1851 C~llector of Popna. 3 ' 82" ! 

, '---. ' ''/ .. - . ffi -- . ht indent ~n the district postmaster, 
II " d andmg 0 cers mIg , eads of departments an comm, . 

dhmishing to him their returns of expendIture.. Clause 
87. . 3 H 4 • 
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Clause LI. and the resolution of tl~e Government of India allowing'letters addressed ~ 
native officers and sepoys to pass free, must remain, in force, unless some an'angement Jor 
Mehal post-writers affixing the stamp to the latter covers pe deemed advisable" < < 

Ootacamund, 28 June 1850. 
(signed) S. V. W. Ilart:; . , 

The banahy system may be made a source of, great profit if remodelled on a liberal scale, 
and parcel~ of all sizes c~r:ied. Under contract?rs, arrangements could be entered into, for 

. conveying packages cQntammg a felV books or a plano at a fixed rate of spee~. 

1, postage on letters. 

2. Postage on news
papers. . 

3. Stamps. 

4. Prepayment. 

MEMORANDUM on Post-office Reform • 

• IF stamps and prepayment are to be introduced under the new system, I do not think it 
will be practicable to charge oilierwise than b'y weight. A sliding-scale, for distance. would 
necessitate tl1e passing < of a polymetrical table for every Post-office station as a guide to tl1e 
clerk, so that much of tl1e inconvenience npw complained of would still exist. ' The senders of 
letters, not having these tables at hand, in the generality of cases would affix a stamp for the 
lea~t distance, leaving any additional charge to be recovered from t?e receiver. In ~e hUl!y?f 
busmess, many covers mIght be marked as correct at the despatchmg-office (they belllgwlthin 
weight), yet found to be undercharged at their destination; hence disputes, delay, and loss to 
Government. A rate for weight alone is not liable' to be mistaken. The poorest person is 
under that system on an equality with the richest; and the clerks, having only to weigh the 
letters as posted, could perform tbe additional duty the change will entail on them with 
accuracy and celerity.·, . 

There cannot be any dOli.bt of the necessity of one uillform charge for • newspapers, 
pamphlets, and oilier printed or engraved papers. , 

For imported papers I would suggest an additional to1ah being allowed (seven in lieu of 
six) and the anna charge on all, whetl1er delivered at the Presidency or at out-stations. 
I think the penny is charged at home for all Southampton l'eceived ones. 

There should be one of one colour for anna stamps, a. different one for those of half, one, 
one and a half, and two; &c., rupees (for Europe letters, banghies, &c.), and a third for free 
letters. Their amount has already been remarked on. 

Mq,st be imperative. Letters over-weight, and imported ones should be ~ntered separately 
in the chellans; the originals returned to the office of c;lespatch, .and thence transmitted to the 
Postmasters-general of the oilier Presidencies, if the receiving-office is within their range. 
The duplicates to be attached to ilie monthly accoUnts. ' 

At present there is not any check whatever on the amount collected on Overland letters 
receive~ for t~e other Presidencies via Bombay. '* Tne receiving clerks have only to deliver the. 
covers as addressed, and they may dispose of the postage at their discretion. The suggestion 
above given will admit of an examination of the returns of subordinate offices. ' 

As t doubt the willingness of G.)"ernment to introduce the Home system of prepayment 
on official covers by each office, 'I have suggested the adoption of ,. Free" stamps to be 
indented for as required. There are many difficulties to be overcome in the prepa.vment of" 
official correspondence by subordinate native authorities. Many (the judicial department for 
installce) have not Government money in their charge. and to call 011 them to pay the amount. 
from their private funds would be a hal'sh proceeding. Again, in the case of officers, and a 

. large class of tl1~ ju.niol' grade of the civil and uncovenanted service detached in the. districts. 
who are seldom lD funds f!'Om one pay-day to another, "hey coulrl not prepay theu' officiaL 
covers; whereas, with free stamps, of which a. retUl')1 must be given to their superior officer, 
no difficulty would exist. 

The priVilege of sending t.heir letters" Free," at present enjoyed by sepovs, is an arran2'e
ment. it· would not be' politic to disturb; they pay postage on lettel's received from their 
homes. 

The uselessness of tIle lists of privileged parties has been before noticed. No.2 sup
poses a greater amount of geo~raphical knowledge on the part of post-office clerks than 
is expected from the highest employes under Government. They are a mere delusion. ' 

6. Rate of travelling The ra,te of speed must depl;nd on the nature of the roads. From. Guzerat: over deep' 
and mode of convey~ sand, from 46 to five miles an hour is a good pace. In the Dekkan the runners can get 
nDce. over the ground quicker. A survey of each road on the plan of the, Poona and Uanoor-

ones can alone enable the rates to be fixed. Ponies, on which a)oad of 331bs. is carried~ 
~re .prefel'able to men taking llalf that weight; ~nd where the extent of correspondence 
Justlfies the expense, should undoubtedly be substituted for them. The remuneration must 
depend Oil the price of gram and forage in the districts through which the lme runi, the cost 
of saddlery, .horse-cloth, &c., the effect of the rainy season o~' the porses (in the Concan I 
have known the mere rain so bad as to cal'ry off eight borses at a station during the 

monsoon) .. 

• Capt8.in Hart is in error in this respect • . 



, mons?o~), and other d~tai1s whicIl can only be settled by local officers. When a line of App. (D.), No. 2,,
road IS me~alled and brIdged, ~arts cll;n be advantageously employed. 

In for~m~g horse contracts It should always be left optional with the contractor to employ Papers and 
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t~e descriptIon of cattle be finds best suited to the season, the state of the roads, &c., pro- COlTespondence.. 
vlded he keeps up the regulated pace. Between N aapore and Raepore the line is chiefly 
and efficiently worked on this system. '" . ' 

, Ev:ery dawk should be carried' by contr~ct. The advantage of tbe general introduction 
of this plan has been often brought to notice. 

U:nder 
this head may be noticed the privilege of "Franking," which. as before stated. is 

.carrled to an un~arran~able extent. The clubbing system which has sprung up, owing to 
t~e want.of faclll~Y bemg affo~ded to the native community to avail 'themselves of the post, 
WIll contmue untIl the establishment of branch offices enables every one to forward his 
letters without having to traveL a; day's journey to post them. Private dawks· are established 
from the same cause. By the arrangement suggested in No. 12, Government would learn 
where new line~ were wanted I and if the speculation' was a profitable one to private 
individuals, it O1).ght not to be a loss to ~he State. 

, If carried by ('ontract, the contractor is answerable for all loss or damage, not arising from 
circumstances beyond his control. ' 

7. Evasion of 
postage. 

9. Security of tho 

Might be made a'source of great profit if the scale of charges was reduced, and loads of 10. The banghy. 
40 Ibs. taken, to be forwarded by coolies, with a few days' warning, to the contractor to have 

'men in readiness at the 'post stations. A piano might be as speedily and safely sent from 

dawk. 

Bombay to 'D~lhie as a bana-box. I have reported in detail on this subject. 

The Postmaster-general must be the best judge of what are actually of use in his office; 11. Accounts. 
the subordinate ones now prepare a complicated statement of letters received, despatched, 
service, bearing, forward, &c., &c .• &c.; but in truth, as far as insuring correctness, this 
labour is .nseie!>s. I have again and aj?;ain stated, and repeat without fear of contradiction, 
that, provided a clerk delivers a letter and returns the chellan, he may appropriate the postage 
at his discretion. Not having a list of the monthly papers at hand. 1 cannot point out the 
'really useful ones. The fewer called for, the more likely to be useful. 

Clauses XIX. and XXII. in the Act of 1837, require alteration where there is only one 12. Conduct of 
clerk arid the mail arrives durina the ~light, which he is bound to deliver early in the business • 

. mornina" it is obviously out of his power to remain in offiCe fI·om lOA.. M. to Iii P. M. 

District postmasters should be allowed (under th,e sanction of t~e Postmaster-gener.al) ~o 
close out-station offices the nu~ber of hours durmg the day wInch have b,een occupied ID 

the morning delivery, due notIce of the same bemg hung up ~t travellers bungalows and 
other public places. . . 

E\·eryoffice should llare a letter box for covers, to be posted after It.IS closed. 
Monthly lists of unclaimed letters to. be prepared and hung up outSide the office, as well 

as forwarded to adawluts and kutchemes. ". 
Peolls' books to be supplied by Government, and the accoun~ oOhelr rE'celpts closed dal~y. 

Th e men take advantao-e of Clause XXIII. not always bem.g attended to by the public, 
to :~cumulate' a, month's ~011ectionll in their. hand,* and occaSIOnally are ?efau~ters. The 

'clerks for their own credit do not report the Circumstance, and t~e amount IS soon made:up 
'b deductions from the receipts of following mo~ths. The hIgher grades of t~e sefVIce 

Y tl·' b se by requI'rioo- accounts of their postage to be kept,and settle It monthly encouraae liS a u J '" b . I h'b' d B t 
No clerk dare refuse this accommodation. It should, h?wever, e strIct y ~r~ lite. u 
no rohibitions will be attended to, or rules enfor~ed, WIthout proper supe~ISI?n. 

8ne order ouo-ht to be issued at once; and that IS for the postmaster~ or m h'~ absence the 
head clerk, to :ffix his initials to the general account of the peons collectIOns the day 

following the distribution of letters. . ' . '0' I d 13. Es tablishments. 
. h t k n lace at out-stations SlOce the openmg of the vel' an route, 

As no IhncI'edads~t-' as fa laeboE, has become there cannot be any reduction on the introduction great as tea I Ion 0 • , 

of the prepayme!1t and sta~p syttem'and the office being conferred fin collectors, civil sur-
In lieu of statIOnary pos -maio ~rs'l 'sistants uncovenanted officers, acquainted with the 

geons, military officers ~nd to ItlCaf d'~tricts ~nd bound to proceed through them on depu
du~y, sho~ld, be pl:lced m c !~fJ~ 0 o:"b d;wk. but as required by the accompanying form 
tatlOll once a year, not at r.a .. p, f tl Y ir duty by them and all will go well. 
of report. Ensure the per ormance 0 le '. 14. District dawks. 

' r. h d' t . ts could never be carrIed by the regular runners, 
As the correspondence lr~m t e, IS r~\. resent arran ements further than to have bags 

I doubt the advisability of mterfermg Wlt d P in kutcCerries ~nd sent to the stations on 
of prepaid letters (not loose pa~kages) ~a fflc!P The rules on'thi8 TI01nt must be strict, as 
the, post line. t? be carried to t e n(>a~~~l1~selv;s trouble by seDding all their letters by this 
native authorItIes are to~ ~rt to Isavi t avelling of the mails on the Nuggurand Malrgaum 
means. 1n the Poonah diVISIOn, ~ le is owldr -r be accouuted for until it was discovered that d K I oor Imea cou neve , 
and Punderpoor an 0 ap 11 th districts wefa given to the runners. 
cooly loads of loose packages rom e • The 

-" ' , . • ' the wee Preaidencies of Bombay. Madras, and Benga!. 
• I hav~ found this to be the case In :::c:;::.d: office under lily control, the peon referred me to hiI 

On one occasion, when unexpectedly . p " • 
/lOUcar. 3 I 

87· 



• App. (D.). 1'010.2. 

Papers and 
COl"re~pon<1cnce. 

Chellana and tele
graphs. 

District postmasters. 

434 PAPERS RELATING TO THE, 

'The district postmasters shout~ be directed to se~a 'in a sketch ,of the da~Tk routes.within 
their respective ranges on a u~llform scale (four mches to a mile), showlllg the hnes of 
district dawks (which information they can obtain on application to l!oIlectors), and 
suggesting the stations on the m~in ro~ds where bag~ are to ~e taken up. These bags 
ou.,.ht to have the name of the, station pamted on them In the native character. 

A sufficient acquaintance with the use of the perambulator and prismatic compass to 
enable them :to measure and ,plan the routes in .their range should .be made a sine quo. non 
with district pOiltmasters. A fortnight's study under an engineer officer would enable them 
to acquire this .knowledge. A thorough acquaintance with the roads travelled -over by the 
runners .in hi$ district is an essential point in the head of an office, or he cannot check the , 
travelling returns. ' 

(signed) S. V. W. Hart. 
Ootacamund/'.l7 July 18:;0. 

MEMORANDUM on Postal Reform. 

THE difficulty, I may almost sav, impossibility, of tracing a missing packet,· is well known 
to all postmasters. I have travelied hundreds of miles from office to office with the tele
graphs in my hand, in the vain endeavour to trace where a particular packet was abstracted j 
a~, under the present plan of filling in those documents, a clerk had onty to abstract tile one 
he wished for and substitute '8.nother, so as 'to leave the number in the wallet correct, and 
detection is impracticable. The practice is not uncommon. A clever clerk at the branch 
office .at Sindwa Tobbed the dawk in this manner for years; and although I knew of 
his having nad a watch, the property of Captliin D' Arcy, and two gold turbans, sent from 
$erool' towards N eemuch by men of the Poona .borse, in his possession, legal proof was 
wantmg to conv;ict him. The office was obliged to ,be done away with. An out-station 
clerk ,may, in fact, do wl1at .he likes with the ('on tents of the wallet, where Government 
runners carry it. He bas only to enter" ,Detained by bad weather," and nothing is said on 
the matter. Under the contract system, where that person's agent opens ,the bag, and 
delivers the' packets to him, tbis abuse is put a stop to. 

On examining a wallet from lhe interior, its contents will be found to consist of one-third 
packets, and, 011 an average, two-thirds parcels of an inch and a half or so square, containing 
" Retunl chellans." Thestl small packages are so liable to be lost, by being shaken out of the 
wallet 'by the runner, that the ready excuse of a missing packet being supposed to be one of 
them ,is always forthcoming in case of inquiry, and cannot well be objected to. The plan 
of having them strung together, and put mto a separate:bag inside the wallet, was adopted 
in the Dekkan division; but as other offices did not follow the example, no good resulted.· 
Again, where business pressed, these ilmaU pack,ages were·thrown uide, to be .opened and 
nJed at leisure. On tours of inspection I :have found from 60 to J.OO so disposed of, several 
of' which, on examination, contained letters also. 
, Cheflans are n().w tlominally returned the following post. Where this is tbe case, their 
lillllllber prevents the receiving-office from .examining .them. I suggest their being returned 
on\!e every ten daya, or within a. month, as the ,district 'Postmaster may arrange. Say that 
Ilbere are 800 post-offices in India. The chellans .of 27, taken alphabetically, might be 
(!)roered to be 'l"eturned daily. 'Received thus 'periadlcaUy, they could readily be compared 
with the despatch book, for doing which under the present plan there 1S not time. What· 
eller change may be de'cided on, one rille is indispensable: "A separate telegraph for Teturn 
che~lans must -invariably be framed, and these documents be enclosed in a 'bag by them
selveli." The letter mail will then be distinct,-as should be the case. 

The necessity of appointing district postmasters and enforcing the performance of their 
duty on deputation (a form.of deputa~ion rE'port has been sent to the Pastma!lter-general) 
has been already noti~ed. Placed as at present under the nominal charge of civil, milItary, 
and politica:I officers, it cannot 'be expected that the superintendence should 'be efficient. I 
ha ve shown that in the J'reparation of their accounts, ,post-office clerks are uncontrolled. Take 
f.11e officers at opposite ends of this' Presidency, Kulladgee and Sukkur. 'Vhen have they 
been inspected ~ What is to prevent an accumulation of unddivered letters taking place in 
t11ese, as we 'know to have occurred at Nugger (when under the collector), Jubbulpof)r, and 
f>lsewhere·? A more independent, worse,'paid, and yet more trusted Government servant 
than an out':station clerk does not exist. Honesty and efficiency are expected from, but 
lloUling is, done: fOI' him. Look at the situation of the clerks at Tpejoree and Kurar,* for 
instance; their pay is Rs. IS monthly. They cannot ·ever quit their offices, in case of all 
exp.res:i passing; rand as peons are ,not.allowed them, they InUilt either deliver letters them
splves, or let theOllie till called for.. Fifty years' service will not better their condition, as 
their llnowledge, although equal to the performance of their present dut.ies, does not fit tbpm 
tor higher employment. Punderpoor, is another instance of an important charge being 
illlposed upon awrit.er without the assistance of a peon. On a like salary" he had to build 
an office," These cases are mel'ely alluded ·to, to show that ,district postmas~ers are needful. 
and' to urge a scale of pay for l~ngth of serv!ce for subordinates. 

At 

• Dekkan division. 
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after the Issue or pay" is a very comm;n p ~ ons ~ deliver m then: collections monilily 
pel' mensemt is thus enabled to have com ra~cef fr ~an whose income is &. a or Bs. 6 App. (D.). No. 2: 

.:heck 011 him being the clerk t!:'mptation'isa ft 0 tm. one. to two hundred; and the only Papers and 
detection of peculation is not 'easy I was Q ell 00. great to withstand; the more so. as Correspondence, 
for his collections. Tllls abus~ o~i inates ?~ce (at Kubee) rer~I'red by a peon to his soucar Peons' delivery 
accounts of their postalTe to be kept~ and m gentlemen holdmg high situations requiring books. 
indulgence. At the P;esidency the raw i; a~ a ~attd ,of course, others demand the same 
it is disregnrded'. A certificate should be ~anYd f, an . r1eadh

y money paid, but in the intelior 
tion 23 is in all caseS" adhered to e or WIt 1 t e monthly returns, that Rel1;ula-

Peons' 'bqoks, as in use at the Presidenc sh ld b 
alone can it be ascertained that packets havl'b ou d r e or~ered at every station; by them' 
and ~he postage paid by peons. With the a~ti~i : wer.e. I have known. Iet~ers kept, 
practIcable to. enter them in detail as oelow will 'tedthmcre~se of,letters~ It WIll not be , su ce, e station bemg omItted' . 

Date. Address. Cover. Postage due. Receipt. 
, 

Rs. a. p. 

- A. B., Eilq. - I) Post-paid Letters - - - -
- - 2 Newspapers - - - .- -
- - 3 Overland. ditto - - - 3 - -
- - 1 ditto Letter - - - - .9 - -

~ 

Th~ amoun~ of each day's collections to be paid into the office at once or at latest the 
follo,wmg murnmg, and the: receip~ " .authenticated by the clerk's initials." 'This point ~ be 
particula~ly reporte~ on by the dIstrIct postmaster on his tour of inspection. AU books to 
be then sl~ed by hIm. 

I have heard it suggested that a sliding scale of charges fOl' 400 800 and 1 <)00 m'l ' f, hI to '1:. fi' ' , ,- I es IS Polymeb'ical tables. 
pre era e a UnIlOrm rate or weIght; but there are, many objections to this scheme. In 
the first place, a table must. be framed for eve,ry.station. The public would invariably llse 
!he smalles~ stamp for theIr letters when \\lthm. the weight, leaving the overcharge for 
~ncreased dIstance. to b~ recovered from the- receiver; but payment would be refused, as 
IS now t~e case WIth shIp letters" and clerks could not enforce it. I again repeat that as the 
I~al busmess of the Post:office i ... carried on by the clerks, the rules cannot b; too simple. 
'lhe fundamental error In the Act of' 1837, with its 50 or 60 clauses schedules and 
exe~ ~tion lists, is that it.is f~r above the COmprehension of the class of nativ!:'6 by wh~m its 
provlslons have to be camed mto effect, and does not in any way ensure the collection of the 
revenue" 

As far as I am aware, there'is not any check 011 the realization of the Overland postage Overland lettel'S, 

on letters, books, and parcels received Via Bombay, Madras, and Calcutta, and ., des-
patched to offices under other Presidencies." Provided the chellan is returned to the 
De~patching-office, and the covel's are delivered (though this is at ~he derk's discr~ioll), 
there is an end of the matter. Although the writerJ) have an undefined dread of 
interfering with Overland correspondence, a return for any month from January to 
June last, showing the number' of' bearing letters, &c., received by the steamer, the 
amount collected on them at the offices. under the Pre. .. idency tooy were despatched frolll, 
and the sum credited for those forwarded beyond that range, would be both' curious and 

instructive. 
The fewer the accounts, and the more simple their form, the more likely are they to be Accounts. 

correct. Returns are DOW required, showing ill detail the nUalber ofbearmg, service, paid, 
fr!:'e~ &c. covers and bano-hies, received, despatcbed and forwatded~ which give a great deal 
of troubie but are useles~, because they are not to be "elied on. 'fhe clerk may frame them 
at his ple~sure, and detection is impracticable. 

In 1847, at the request of Sir G •. Clerk, who. expr.essed his regret at the Thibet mission Banghies. 
being deprived of the use of the mstruments whIch had been, sent out by the Courl, con-
sequent on the inability of the General post-office to forward them to Mhow by bhanghy 
(they were afterwards despatched via Sinde, but 1mived too l~te), I drew up a me~orandum 
showing that Jlackages of any size, from a band-bOll to a pl~1W~ could be transmItted from 
one end ('If the Presidency to the othel: at an enormous profit,. If t~e presp.nt $cale of ch~ges 
were retained. The experiment tried: on the Poona: road was a faIlure,. because I enterlamed 
an extra establishment, instead of employing the contractol', and (as afterwal'ds recom-
mended) paying him a specified r!lte per man p~r stage for eve~ cool.y 19ad 

beyond 0 the 

re ) t d b 
1 0 1 t (18 Ibs ) made over to hIS care. A day s wal'lllng was to be ~lVell 

gu a e an!!.llY welg I' . U d • h' t h Id I to enable him-to have the men ready at eac~ s,tatlon. _ n er t IS sy~ em t ey wou on y 
be hired when wanted. The memorandum 1S III tM General Post-office. 

I fi 
'h t cts a clause should be !:'ntered prohibiting the cattle be;ng let out Horse contracts. 

n raIDmg orse con ra d t' d 'Ot th ., th b t t 11 h d heavy penalty shoul be emorce agaIns ose selzmg em Y 
o rave ers or ot ers, all a I force. 

87. 3 2 \ 
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force. On several occasions I was necessitated to report the c,onduct.of gentlemen infringing 
this rule,. as, had the practice been. tolerd.ted, ~he regular servJc~ of the dawk could no~ ~~ve 

. been carried on. To protect the riders from Ill-treatment, a prmted copy of the prohibitIOn 
and penalty should be hung up in every stable. . 

It has been s\1gO'ested that the Bombay Presidency should be divided into districts, each 
under a, postmaste~, who sh~)Uld be bound to visit his subo,rd~nate, offices once every ~easonf 
be personally acquainted With the routes travelled over wlthm his range, and reqUired to 
forward a report agreeably to,the form sent to the Post~aster-~~~eraI. The present trnel
ling returns (with the exception of those from the Dellkan ,dlVlslOn, where the roads have 
been surveyed, and the rivers and nuUas numbered) ar~ fittions, as fr~m the ~ant of surveys, 
and certificates the entries of detentions cannot be checked. Mor~over, where the dawk is 
not carried by contl;act, the clerks may detain the mail as long as they choose, noting the 
quarter of an hour only. With a contrac~or' s agent at their elbow, the sorting, &c., must be 
~rformed in the stipulateg time. 

The dawk overseers will be found willing enough to take the contracts, and (as proof of 
the unsoundness of the present sy~tem) to engage to carry it at a quicker rate and less 
expense than is nOw the custom. " . 

The division into districts is now given. 

DEKKAN .DIVISION. 

Poona, Ahmednuggur, Sattara, Kurar, Teejo,?ree, Seroor, Koorkee, Khandalla, Panwell,' 
Pundapoor, Sholapoor :-Eleven offices, and a range .of about 600.miles 10 be travelled 
over once a year. 

Belgaum, Dharwar, Ku!ladgee, Be,ejapoor, .~~lapoor :-Five offices. 

SOUTHERN CONCAN DIVISION. 

Rutnagherry, Dapoolee, Vingorla, Mulwan, Gohagur, Sawuntwaree_ :-Si" offices. 

NORTHERN CONCAN DiVIsioN. 
'. .. , 

Tanna, Bassei~, Tarrapoor, Dam~un, Surat, Broach, Baroda: :-Seven offices . 

• 
AURUNGABAD DIVISION. 

Aurungabad, Akola, Kunkur, Kuringah, Jafferabad. (The, Jaulna. Post~office should be 
included in this range) :-Five offices. . ' 

GUZEilAT DIVISION. 

Ahmedabad, MursoIe, Deesa, Pahlunpoor, Kaira., 

KHANDEISll DIVISI()N. 

Malligaum, Bhewndy, Nassick, Chandore, Dhoolia', Mundlaysit, Asseergurh, Mhow. 

LOW~R .SINDE DIVISION. 

Rajkote, Gogo, Bhooj, K\~rachee. (The roads across the head of the Runn, and between 
Bho~J and Tat~a, are- very difficult, and should be, well kn~wn to the district postmaster. 
They are too distant from the Guzerat range to be mcIuded under it) :-Four offices. . 

UPPER. SINDE DIVISION. 

Hyderabad, Sukkur, Shikarpoor :-Three offices. 

The .b0!In~anes of e!lch divisi<;>~ ~ust be. fixed by the ~ostmaster-gellera), and every post
road wltllln It surveyeu by the dlstrwt officer.> On a ne,w Incumbent taking office, he should 
be ()bIiged to travel OVer l?e whole,of them the prst.season. , " ;-

00tacamund,.22 J Illy 1850. S:. V. W. !1.aT(~ 

\ ' 
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Sir, 
THE great points in the inquiI'y \\hich the Right honourable the Governor in Council 

bas been pleas,ed to e!ltrust ~o me, such as the practicability of introducin an uniform 
,'ate 0/ postage Jrl'especbve of d1stance.into this country, the 'use of stamps thf abolition of 
fral~kIng, compulsory prepayment of postage, &c., &c., beinO' applica.ble to the whole of 
India! and depe?dent t~e~~fore on a great yariety of circumst:nces, some of them, perhaps, 
peculiar to particular dlVlSlO!ls or provinces, can with much greater probability of ultimate 
advantage, and more cert~lI~ty as to the correctness of the conclusions arrived at, be 
treated of when the ~ommlssloners from the sev~ral Presidencies have had an opportunity 
-of personall~ conferrmg together, and of comparmg the results of their inquiries in different 
parts of India. , . 

2. There are, however, some questi.ons which,.being from their nature rather of local im
portance, a.nd more confined to the Circumstances of the particular Presidency, it seems to 
me, may wltb advantage be at once bl'ought forward. One or two I have already noticed in 
former letters; another is the district dawk. 

3. The question whether ~his .dawk ~hould or ~hould not be placed under the control 
-of the Postmaster-gener3;1, It wIll dm;lbtles~ be more proper tl) eonsider hereafter, when 
I h~ve had an (lpport~mty of conferrmg With my' c~ll~agues and ascertaining what their 

'sentiments on thIS pomt are; but as I am of opInIOn that some changes might be 
introduced with advantage, whether those posts remain under the collectors, as at present, 
or not, I shall proceed at once to submit the following information and suggestions in 
respect to them. 

4. These dawks were regularly established in A. D., 1841, before which a daily communi
-cation was for the most part kept up, in each collectorate, between the principal station and 
the towns in which the head district officers were located, though the accommodation 
afforded by them waS 110t thrown open to the public. In that year, however, they were 
placed under an uniform system. and rules were laid down by GoveJ;Ilment for their regula
tion and management. For a full account of these posts, and tile arrangements under which 
'they were then placed, I beg to refer you to Mr. Secretary M orris' letter to the Secretary to 
the Govel'OIhent. of India, No. 983, of' 2d April 1841, and enclosures. 

5 •. The system of posts we are considering having l'iprung from the communication neces
:sarily kept up by the collectors with their district officers, ~nd being in fact m~rely an, ex
tension of it, has been, as might have been expected, confined each t? the particular Zillah 
in which it originally existed, and has not, with a very fe,,! exceptIOns, extended to the 
.neig~bouring Collectorates, how~ver near the ~or~er towns mIght be; nor has the t:omm~
lIication between the head statIOn and ~he distrIcts, heretofore kept up by the collector s 
peons, been suspended, though in some cases the General Post lines now run over the same 
O()r a part of the same line of road. 

6. Again, in the arrangements for th.e delivery, and. re<;eipt ~f letter~, the hour of the po~t's 
despatch, the celerity or regularity of Its travellmg In tranSit, the dlffer~nt .places at wh'c~ 
letters can be posted. &;c., the convenience' of t~e revenue officers of the dIstrict have been of 
-course more attended to than those of the l,ubhc. 

7. Notwit.hstanding thf'se disadvantages, however, these posts )1~ve gra~ualJy b~en more' 
resol'ted to and have continued to yield an increasing revenue SlDce their estabh~hment; 
and, were :neans adopted to afford greater facilities by then~, there can be no 9.uestlOn they 
would be 'lcry extensively availed of by traders at,td others, m preference to lrlvate ";;}ssen

-<Ters and other means of communication, to which they must now resort lor want any n, • 
postal convemence. 

8 Annexed i~ a statement showing the number of letters despatcb~dhanhd recetiveddse~vice 
d'b '" d h t f !;ta<Te receipts together Wit t e cos an aggre

an earing postage, !In . t e amoun 0 po, e Pr:sidenc for the ear A. D. 1842-43, 
-gate charges for the district dawks under thehBf~:ay r for whi~il I could obtain complete 
and a similal' statement for A. D. 1848-49 (t he h yeable letters have increased in six years_ 
accounts) . from which it will be seen that t c c argea f 31 ~ M .' -. 
from 84,376 the number in 1842-43, to 281,690, or near y II 0 • 

, , I b t trnnsmit herewith, the lines at'present travelled 
9; I have laid down in a ma.:p, W~IC~ eg 0 f~r the ron hness of which I must apolugise, 

'by the regular post, and by tile dlstr~ct dawk \r and I atfbut an indifferent dranghtsman), 
but I was obliged to lay down the hnes myse. Council may understand, by'a reference 
in Ol'del' that the Right honourable the Goverbor ~nto make in respect to the several Collec
to it, with gl'eater facility, the I'emarks l am ~t °rnes I should 'premise, are in red, and the 
torates of this Presidency. The I'egu ar P,o" I J'u'nction of existing lines proposed by me 
district dawk lines in black ink, any ~xtenslon or 
bein'~ shown by dotted lines in black mk. ,: . .t_ 

l:> ,. that there is a district dawk runnmg nOI'\.11 
10. In the Poona Collectorate It .wIIINb~r:~~n aon and Joonere, and terminating,at Brah-

throuO'h the towns of Chakuo, Khler, a I g mmwafl'ee, 
8 l:> 3 3 • 7· 

API'! (lJ.), Np.2 •. 

Papers and' 
Correspondence. 



App. (D.),'No.2. 

Papel'S and 
Correspondence. 

PAPERS RELATING TO. THE 

minwal'ree where there is a mahalkerree's station, and that this terminus approaches within 
10 or 15 ~iles ·of Kotoof, in the Ahmednuggur Collectorate, which again is connected 
through Aukola, Sungumneer and Sinnur, with the large and important, town of Nassick. ' 

11. At presentl if a person residing at Jooneare wishes to sp.nd a letter to his friend at 
Kotool, or the towns beyond it, it has, it will be seen, to travel' by the district dawk to 
Poona from thence by the regular post to Ahmednuggur. and then to be forwarded by the 
district dawk io its destination, thus subjecting t~e :parties to great additional delay and 
expense' instead, as would be the case were the dlstnct dawks of the Poona. and AfLDled. 
Duggur bollector~tes ll;nited by joining Brahminwarr~e to Kotool, of merely traveIling over 
the short intervemng distance. 

12. Not only,. however, would the junction of these two places greatly accelerate the 
communication between the border towns, it would also bring the"two large and important 
cities of Poona and Nassick nearel' together. At present letters intended for Nassick have 
ta travel round by Ahmednuggur and M alligaam to .their destination; they could then go by 
the district dawk by Brahminwarree, ~otool and Slmnur. 

13. The importance of joining the dIstrict dawk of Poona: and Nuggur at this point was, 
I find, brought to' the notice of Government 1!>y Mr. Escf)mbe, when Postmaster-general, 
in his lettf'f to Mr. ~eerelary Morris, No. 1207~ of 28th July 1842, paragraphs 10 and 11,. 
and it is not too much to conclude that the importance ot' the measure i!> at least as great. 
now as it was eight years ago; and I would therefore recommend that steps be at once 
taken to fill up the hia~us, and every facility given io the public tl) transmit their corres
pondence by this line. 

14. One· of the collectors to whom I made a reference on the subject of my proposition 
to join tne e1treme points of the districts' 'dawks of the different CoUectorates, unwIllingly, 
while questioning the rlecessity of the measure, gave very strong testimony €If the advautage 
the postal revenue would be likely to derive from it; he stated, it would be much easier for 
a. man, in the case supposed by mer to send his. letter by a private messenger to his friend 
in the neighbouring ColIeCtol'ate. This is all I contend for;: and 80 long as this is the case, 
all such correspondence will go by private band, and the post will loose the profit 'of' 
carrying it. 

15. Besides the notthetn line of district dawk.l in the Poona. Collectorate, there is another 
extending eastward as fat as Indapoot. A part of this line, viz., from Poona to Sassool', 
14 tniles, is traveIled 'Over by the regular flost. This should; therefore, be taken off. for it 
can never pay to have tWt1 Jines of post along the same road; and if the means afforded 
by the General Post to carry the additional correspondence are inadequate, which I should 
imagine under good management would very rarely be the case, fbey should be increased 
in preference to maintaining two distinct dawk establishments, on the same line of road •• 

16. 'fhp tertllinus of this line at Indapoot is about 20 ot 25 miles from Demblesh. in 
the Scholapoor Col1eetorate. It might be found advisable hereafter t01 oin these two
towns by a line drawn through Temboornee, and continuerl thence to tM General Post line 
at Pundel'poor; but as' the regular post line from. Poona to Punderpoor runs at no great 
distance, this IS perhaps unnecessary till more urgent reforms have been carried out· 
elsewhere. 

17. In the Ahmednuggar Cqllectorate I have already proposed to connect Kotool with 
Brah~inwarree. The communication from :Nuggur to Nassick is complete; it only requires 
that the convenience and accommodation of the publiC! in respect to its celerity and certainty, 
&c., shouLd be consulted as faI' as possiblf'~ so as to secure the whole correspondence pai!sing 
between those places, and give to the community the full udvanta1!es of the more direct 
communication, thus rendering recourse to the circuitous route by MalligauDl (the present 
General PosUine) unnecessary. 

i8. Between Ahmednuggur and Sel'oQf there is a. district dawk, as well as a general 
post communication. These do not, however, travel over the same Jine; the former going 
ro~ by Parneir"in o~der t~ visit a manledar's stati?n there. It might, however. be found 
feaslhle to do away With thiS douhl,e post, by sendmg packets for Parneir by the regular 

• p~st li~e, to be dropped at the nearest point in passing, and the attention of the collector to-
thiS might be suggested. . 

19. There i$ another line running in a southerly direction to Kllrjut and Kheir; the 
former of these places is not more Ulan 20 miles from Kurmulla. in the Scholapoot Collee
torate, with which I think a communication might be opened, a~ it would afford important 
facilities to the correspondence with Scholapoor and the neighbourhood, which has at present 
to travel round by Poona~ .. . . 

20. 1n the' Scholaroor Collectorate there is, besides the northern lice, which it is pro-' 
posed to join \\'ith N uggur at KurmulItt. a line to the s~uth,!ard running through Nundroop, 
Indee,. Heepurga, and To():nghee to Moodeebehal; thiS might be conuected With the post 
line at Danoor, where there iiO a post"'Oflice clerk already stationed, and thus open up a 

• . . direct 

, N. B.-On mimy ot'the lines the General Post earriell the wholtr of the district dawk eorre8pondeDCe~ . 
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.diJ'~ct co~munication between Scbo~poor .and the whole of the territory to the so\lth of the A.pp. (D.), No. 2. 
Krishna nver, the correspondence wIth which has at present to go round by Punderpoor. 

Th r f d' • Papers and ~1.' e. me 0 Istnct dawk ~rom Belgaum and Dharwar, in an easterly dtrection, Correspondence. 
whIch termmates at Hoongoond. might also perhaps with advantage be joined to the post 
line at D/lnoor, 

.22. In .Bel~aum there are m.any long Jines ~f district dawk; of these 1. think that the 
,one teunlnatmg at Tasgaon, In ~he north, might .be united with the Sattara district post 
either at Ashta or Khanapoor. whIChever might be found most advanta<Teous 

• t:> • 

23. In Dharwar so~e of t~e lines of district post have already, for the convenience of the 
R~venue ~Ilrvey carrymg on In the Sout~ern ~ar~th~ country, been joined to those of the 
nelghbourmg Collect9rates; on several hnes m thIS zillah however tlie district and General 
Post travel over the same ground, for instance,oD. that fro:n Dhar~r to Hooblee. an,!i the~ce 

"to Tun'us, from Hancheree to Ravee Bednore, and from Dbarwal' to Kittoor. Arrangements 
should be made in these cases for removing the district post; and the collector of Belgaum 
might perhaps be able to arrange, by llleSDS of short branches from .the General Post line 
from Belgaum to Kittoor, to discontinue som& of the district posts communicatinO' witb 
stations to the east and west of that line in his Collectorate. " 

24 •. In the Rutnagherry Collectorate the principal communication ,is carried on by the 
regular post, there being branch lines from it to the different mamledars' and mahalkurrees' 
stations off the line. The collector, Mr. Coles, states that inquiries are on foot to open a 
communication between the newtown and bunder of Waghotun and Kholapoor, an arrange
'ment which seems in every point of view desirable, now that this port bids fair to be the 
great entrepot of the trade of the Soutbern Marratha country; ,tbere is already a dilltrict 
dawk kept up ,between Kolapoor and Bourah above the Ghauts, and this might possibly 
serve to form a part at least of the new post line. 

25. He also observes, that if something were done ;to make Sattara nearer for letters from 
Cbiploon, it would be advantageous to the mercantile ~ommullity; at present the co~mu
nication is by the district dawk from Chiploon to, Gohagur. thence by tbe regular p<?st e!ther 
via Bombay and Poona, or by Rutnagherry, VmgorJa, .BeJgaum and Kolapoor; In either 
case an'immense circuit. 

26. On this subject ~I" Frel'e, ~be 13:te Commissioner at :~attara, .!"rites: "Of even 
greater importance to .native traders IS a lme frolD Kurar to CbIploon 'Pta the Coombharlee 
Ghaut. This Ghaut liS the most frequented pass between the Bhore and. Ramghau~s, and 
Chiploon is I believe the _most frequented port between Panwell and VmgorJa, With the 
exception, perhaps, of Mhar. G,overnment.have, moreover, lately sa!lctioned a large outlay 
on the Gbaut, which I expect Will greatly Increas~ the trade. over It. At pres~nt I .d?ubt 
wnether there is more than a district dawk statiOl1 at Chlploon; and there 1S no duect 
communication of any kind with the country above the Ghauts." 

27. Should;t be considered expedient to open a regular postal communication with Chip
loo~. either branching from Kurrar on the line between Satt~ra and Kolapoor, .or fl'O~ 
Sattala itself by the 1'eeragh'aut, by whi<.'b raute the dist~nce JS on~y about.40 miles, arid 
-one or other of which appears to me to be very desira~le m every pomt of vIew; I s~ould 
feel disposed at the s'me time- to recommend an entire change lU the route at present 
tl'avelled by t.he General Post from Bombay to Rutnagherry. 

28. The preFf'nt road is, as you are aware, from Panwell through the ~honka~ by P~1f 
.and Na otna to Da oolee and thence by Anjunwell and Jygbur; and owmg tot e num. er 
of river; and kharee~ to b~ crossed, dawk travelling is ~t all times slow; the po~ D?: rf~ch~'l 
Rutnagherry till the fourth .day in th~ drydse~son t It does ~:t~z:~::~;y: b:~r~at~ c 
~m provement, and the detentIOn from fivers unng t e .monso 

h b t tr I by Poona and Sattara, thence by the 
29. I would suggest, therefore, t at t e po~ ba-ye onnected with Rutna<Therry hyaline 

proposed new line to Chrploon, the laUer statlorn
d 
em~d mahalkerree's stati~. . 

throuo h Sawurdeh and Sune:uneshwur, a mam e ar a 
'" .. - which this would occasion, tbe district dawk in tile 

30, To .meet the addItIOnal expense A ht mi ht Mr. Frere suggests, be taken 
Sattara territory from Satt~~a to Mhlls~oGand rat p!~ lin~ b~tween Sattara and Koolapoof; 
o(Jff,and short branches established ~rom t e ene D oolee and Rutnagherry could then be 
besides which, the regular POllt lIne between t JPhao'er peino' removed to Chiploo!1; the 
replaced by a district dawk, the pos~o~ce a ,tt be done ~way with a.ltogether, and the 
district dawk between Cbiploon ~nb.dKh ,ager n~~gto connect Kheir With Cbiploon. 
short line connecting Dapoolee WIt elr mov • S 

' . fan between Rutnao'herry and un!,!;UD-
, 31. There is already a district .daw~ coxnd:~I~h;se would -00 longerObe required, dId the 

lleshwur, and between Chiploon aBd.tiaw:r he chiploon, Sawurdeh, and SungullDeshwur to 
• -General Post line run as proposed tbro g 

, Rutnagbel'!y" ement I nave proposed, would be, first, 
:l2. The advantaO'es I anticipate from. th:. art:e~~een the important bunder of Cbipl0hD 

. the \opemrig of Ii d~rect line of comdu~ili: l~:celeration Df the mail to Rutnaghelry: irs~ 
an~_the upper country; and li'eCon I • 3 14 

I' 
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App. ( D.), No.2. first of these advantages is, I think, self-evident, and requires no proof; the second can 
easily be sho .vn. 

Papers and 
Correspondence. 33. The post, as I have stated at present, takes between three and four days from Bombay 

to reach RutnaghelTY; by the route I have proposed it !Vou1d tak~ 16 hours to Poona, 
12 houl's from thence to Sattara, about 12 hours more to Chlploon, and say another 12 hours 
to RutnaO'herry, or in all, 52 hours; and when a horse dawk has been establishea between 
Poona anod Sattara, which must be the case sooner or later, it being an excellent metalled 
road all the way. this will be further reduced some four hours more, so that the mail will then 
take only two days instead bf som~ti~es four, and be li~ble to much. fewer detentions fr~m 
rivers and other causes of obstruction In the monsoon, owmg to travellIng through the Deccan 
a great portion of the way instead of the Konkan, and being removed from the delays of 
kharees and boats on the sea-coast. . . 

34. A new Post-office hu already, I believe, been egtablished at Waghotun, the additional 
expense occasioned by which might, I think, be provided for by doing away with the Post
office at Malwan, and making it a district dawk station under the Mamledllr, the correspond
ence as at present travelling by the regular post' line, which runs through Malwan from 
Rutnagherry to Vingor]a., . 

35. Should the new line between Waghotun and Ko]apoor be opened, it would, I con
clude, pass through 'or close to Khareeputt.un; a Mahalkerree's station, and in that case the 
district dawk line between it and Rajapoor could be taken off, as the Mahalkerree would 

·then communicate with Rutnagherry and other stations by Waghotun. 

36. 'I would also propose, with the view of still further facilitating correspondence 
between the upper and lower country, that the present district dawk line trom Rutnagherry 
to.tIle Mahalkerree's station of Laujeh be carried 011 as far as Vishalghur, with which place 
a communication is kept ltP by me'ans of the district dawk with Kolapoor. This would open 
a direct line between the lattE'r (and through it with places beyond) and Rutnagherry, as well 
as the ports of .Tyghur and Dhabole, to the north of it. 

37. III the Sattara territory, Mr., Frere, the Commissioner, states that the present 
district dawk from Sattara to Mahableshwur should certainly be made a general post line 
(the packets for the Mamledar of J aoolee being dropped at Meea, his head quart~rs, as at 
present), and continued as far as Mhar, a place of considerable trade, where a new Post
office has been lately established. 

38. Mr. 'Frere observes-ti To send a lettel" from Malcolm Pett to Mhar, 30 miles, it is 
necessary now to send a .purpose mes!!enger i otherwise, by the Government Post-office, the 
letter would have to go round by Poona and Panwell, about 220 miles.- This may be of 
little moment to Europeans (though to them the inconvenience is great, and the expense, to • 
many people, of some importance), but it is of serious inconvenience to native traders in • 
'Vaee and Sattara, to whom a direct, cheap and speedy communication with Mbar, thei!· 
nearest port, is of great importance." .' . 

39. III thesp. sentimen~s I entirely concur; and I would, therefore, strongly recommend 
that the Ene from Sattara to Mabableshwur be at once made a ~eneral post hne, and that it 
be thence carried on also as the general post line to M.har. There are alrelldy Post-offices 
at Sattara, Mahableshwur and Mbal'; the onlV' additional expensf therefore to be incurred 
would be for runners from the Hills to Mhar, 30 miles; and as the collector of Tannah 
already, I believe, keeps up a -district dawk communication between Mhar and Poladpoor, 

.10 or 12 miles on the road towards Mahablesbwur, which ·would then be unnecf>s:;ary, 
the only additional expense would, in fact, be runners for tbe remaining distance of 18 or 
20 miles. 

40. Besides the advantages pointed out by the Commi;;sioner at Sattara, this junction of 
Mhar to Mabableshwur would op-en a direct communication between the Sanatarium of the 
Western Presidency and Bombay, in place oCthe present circuitous route via Poona. 

41. The district dawk line from Sattara to Wae~ Mr. Frere recommends, should be fur~ 
ther carried Oil till it joins th~ regular post line between. Poona and l\Iahableshwur, which 
runs at a distance of.only eight miles, and this, he adds, "would give Waee, a large town 
of 15,000 jnh~bitants, ~irect p~stal communication with Poona, Malcolm Pett, and~ if the 
above su~gestlOn for a Ime from Malcolm Pett to Mhar be adopted, with Mhar also, Jnstead 
of, as at present, allletfers going round~by Sattara." There can be no question of the expe
diency and advantage of this proposition. . , 

42; The long and important lilles of district dawk from Saitara to Punderpoor, and from 
Sattara to Beejapoor, at both of which we havt" regular Po.,t-offices, and the former of which 
is conI'ected by a regular post line ",ith Sholapoor, leave little to be desired at present, as 
far as Sattara is concerned, in the way of postal communication in an easterl), direction. 
All that is needed is, that the fullest advantage should be taken of them by the Post-office 
8uthoritirs, and that in all easel in which the district dawk lines afford more direct commu
nication between two places, packets should be invariably despatched by them in preference 
to tife more circuitous routes travelled by the regular post. . . 

43. In the lapsed state of Colaba, there is on]y one line of district dawk, that which con
nects Alibaug, the capital, with the general post line at Penn; a much nearer route would 

be-
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, be, by ~andeva, in t,he north,ern extremity o~ Colaba, from whence Bombav is only.nine 
mdes ~Istan~; hut this would mV,olve .,the keepmg ~p a communication by sea. the' ex ense. 
of which t~.e. c()rres~ondence with Colaba alone IS at present probably not of su~cient 

' ',importance to render It, expedient to incur. 

44-; It is" h()wev~r, ,I thiI!-k, ~ questi,on for consideration, whethet' the southern mail to 
Rutnagherry and Vmgol'la, If stln contmued to bl:' sent throuuh the Konkan as at p t 

' h - t 'th d . 'b h d fi "... ,resen mig t, no, ~I, a vanta~~ e c ~nge rom the C!lrcultoUB route by Panwell and Penn t~ 
Ahbaug{)ommg the 01d, hne agam at' Nagotna, and in that case the connexion bet e 

. BombaY,and Mandeva; or Bombay and Carinja; (and ,thence' to Alibaug) by sea acros~\h~ 
,; harbour, must ~e kept up. A ferry already plies ~ally between t~e above places, and an 

arrangeme':lt nllght no doubt be 'made, at an Inconsiderable cost, WIth the farmer for carry-
ing the malls. , 

, 45. ~robably, of the ·~wo, the .route. by Carinja would be the best for the year round, as 
there might be 'some difficulty 10 crossmg to Mandeva during the south-west monsoon' 
besides which! some regular postal communication seems requisite between Bombay and that 
island (there IS at preRent none), the head quarters of an assistant in the Customs Depart
ment, and a place of favoUl'ite resort during the hot months. 

,46. The- collector of~Tanna ke~ps ,up a communication with Carinja, a Mahalkerree's 
'station, by means of, the district ,dawk from Bandora. This would, in the event of 'he 
regular post passing through it, be no longer'required, and the Post-office runners on ihe 
present line from Panwell to J\fagotna wo.uld be D10re, ~han sufficient to provide for the new 
route by Carmja and Alibaug, letters for the Mam\edar's station at Penn being sent by the 
,district dawk from AJibaug, already maintained. 

47. In the Kolapoor territory there are two lines of district dawk leading 'to the south. 
the one indining slightly west, and tp.rminating at Booderghur, the other following a more 
easterly course, ahd~)eadin~ to Gud.lngluz: the political. superintendent might perhaps find 
it practicable to dispense WIth the latter oftlaese, as the general pOilt all'o travels south, and 
nearly parallel with it, and provide for the communication necessarily kep,t up with his dis-
trict officers by a sh8rt branch f!'Om the regular post line. . 

• 
48. Two lines run 1n a west.eHy direction towards the Syadree range bfGhauts; one of these 

termInates 'at VesQalghur. This.I have already proposed to connect with the Mahalker~ee's 
station at Lanjeh, in the Rutnagnerry coller:torate; the oth!'r goes to Bhowra, an~ mIght 
either be joined to the Mahalkerree:s station at Khareeputtun below the Ghauls, or If, as I 
have reason to b~lieve it IS 1D' contemplation to open a dawk line from Kolapoor down to the 
newly-made Phoonda' Ghaut, som~ 15 or 20 m,iles south of B~o":ra, a~d thenc~ to the new 
bunder at Wagnotun (to which I have alluded m para. 24), thiS hne mlgJ1t pOSSibly serve to 

, form a part ,of the new communication by that 'toute . 

. 49 Mr Frere in w1'iting to me in connexion with the subject of district dawks, observeS) 
" -Tr~ders: compiain that a better communication, is much wan~ed, from Chiploon and Raja
~oor, in the Konkan, direct t<? Tasgaon, M~erl~h, a~d the du;tl'lcts beyond, north of the 

"Chrishna;" but that country IS out of my J~J'lsdlctlOn, and _I can?ot tell how the defect 
might best be supplied; ,possibly by brancbes trom Ashte or Kolapoor, or both places . 

. ;~ . The'di~trict da'lk line running'east from Kolapoof terminates at pl~sent at 8erole: 
. 'th' I d 15 01' 20 miles it might be ma<;ie to reach both MeerlCh and Sanglee,. 

twe~et ,Is'prof onge iderable imp~rtanc8' 10 or -If> miles more would bring it 'to Ashte in 
wo owns 0 very~ons 'd 'h T s p sed by me in the Sattara tenito ;' and were the- latter connecte Wit asgaon, a pro 0 

, ' Idry 'th th dditions above sugaested at once supply the defect alluded to,. para. 22, It -wou ,WI e a b h 
and open a communication with all these places aud t e coast. -

I h Tilt ate the general post line runs through the whole extent ~ro~ 
51. n t e anna co, ec or to the Thull and Bhore Ghauts. There are branches frOlt\ It 

nollh to ,sou.th, and agaUl east, ith MaIllledars" and Mahalkimees' stations, and, as ob
commuUlcatmg where necessalY W h L 'I'tl'es for correspondence afforded by the 

d b th 11 t Mr Law there are suc laC! I 'I sery,e Y e co ec or, • k ' th ouc-h this colJectorate that It seems need es~ 
several lines' of the regular daw pass~ng r the communicatiou'-between neighbouring 
to incur any additional expense to. Improve 
districts. , 
, 'n er the district correspondence IS for the most 

52. In the Surat collectorate, InTh e ~aDI1' ~ of district dawk branching from Kaliabaree 
part carried ~y t~e reg,ular ,post. I - e~~:I~ ~h:n collector might li~d it fea~ible perhaps to 
and commUUlcatmg WIth Check ee, w 'nstead thus efiectmg a savmg of 10 or 12 
provide by a short branch from Beeleemo~a 1'1 , t a~d district dawk travel over the same 

- roi)'es' and from SUl'at norl,h\\tard, the I!Senerta Ph'~h is 'un~ecessary and the district dawk 
, line a~ far as Parria two stages from Ul'a, WI. ' 

, libould be dispensed with. ' 's t 'Dh ra' this has been lately 
• - 1 lost line froul, urat 0 00 1 • p 

- 53. There was forulerly a genera PM- Fawcett says:--" 1 heO' to suggest Jor 
, h' b' t the -collector, f. , , , f' '" 'ht not be :-" dlscontin~ed. 9n t IS su ,~ec" which causes such great saVl~g 0 time, mig 

your conSIderatIOn, w hethel thiS Ime, f' ., the still necessary lines of the Khandetsh and 
retained at trifling expense by means ~,JOInI~munication as far as Nawapoor,. the latter to 
S d" d k I ~ mer reqUlJ'lI1g co 'J " - urat lstrlct aw , t l~ or h' h laces is only about 33 ml es. - 54 1 

1" Walore' the distance 'betw~en W IC P K . am , , . , ' 3 8.,. 
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64. I am not 'aware <lNhe reasons' for·dding away wi~h,the ~irect pos~l cOm1nanicatioQ' 
betweeD' Sttrafl and ~ooliaj though I con<;lnd7 it was oWing to \~& not paymg:; 'a~, how~et";,,: 
letters have now to- gO'1'oun~·lby: the very cIrc~ltous route of Malllg,81'l'lln; N a~slt:k\ and, Ta:n!la. 
and a district dawk commUnication already eXists ovel".f.h~ who~e dJl;tance, with the exceptlo-Il· 
of 33 miles, I would certainly. strongly ,recommend th~t a J ~nctlon be,~ffe~ted, I/ond ~he corre-, 
spondence befween the two s'tationa be sent. by tq.e dl\'ec~ lIme o(the dlstrlct,dawk lQstE'ad ~ 
the cir'cu\tous ,route of the g~neraI post • 

.5~ The <expense, as compar-ed with a. direct regular post 'line. throughout would, b~. triflihg,. 
and the 'returns 'Would; I SA01dd· tiflink, be su(ficient tQJ cover'Jt, as It would connect many 
important tewns in the Khandeisll: alld Surat collectorate~ 

56: The collector of :groac~. Mr. Davies, in ;riting to me on the subject of extending, the, 
benefits of the district dawk beyqnd the precincts of the several coIlec~orates, obs~rves:-
1# The',sllggestions,haveJItlY entire 'Concnrrence J the .. present 'Conc~nt!ating sys~em III tanta
Ji&ing"to,alllWho-re&ide in trontier. t0wns, wbence" though lof~l\'W1thln ~ .rew mIles of lot her 
towns Bimilarl~'.sit18.ated) there is.-no postal communieation.~' , 

57. 'Tliis conectorate is, in re}lpl!ct to, the .general post, srmilarly situated to Tanna and, 
Surat the line running almost through its entire length. To the south, however, Mr. Davies 
I~U1aA:s.,..,....u The mernantile ,eol'mexion betw.eenthe Hansote .. district and !Sural through 
Oolpar is, pretty exteJasi-ve, as <ahhost 4111· th~ cotton, andmost of the,wheat of that district,' 
n;lIlUrally fintie its,way,.to,the Surat markett ·an . .1lninterrapted postal communication would,. 
tliier.efQre,· oe:8.'C'onsiderable, bbon to the. people o()f both places.' , 

581 ram not disposed strongly to press t,he. jvnciion .of .these. two towns at present, as tbe, 
circuit by the regular post, though doubtless it occasions some loss of revenue, owing to 
patties communicating in preference by privateomessengers, cannot, I think, be considered 
of :equal ,moment !With tile inconvenience eltperienced in othel', places; at the same time 
I.mustJadd,.tliauhe,costy as estjmated by Mr. Davies, is extremely.moderate; he'states that 
f011lpresent Ireqml'ements .a (!ommunicatiO'Il! on alternate·days -would suffice; and that -the cost 
ofi I tmreel'cO'Ssids, wlHeli, w{)uld ! be.· all'that would" be .. wanted, would !ooly be Bs. 180· pel' 
annum. • 

5Q •. Mr. Davies ,WOI recommends 11. junction he tween .J-am1looseell' and Baroda,.as, parties 
J'ellidi n~ ati leitiher ,having )occasiot1 to. c.omm.U1aicate must 'now, send their letters -via, 'BI'oacb, , 
thuaJosing llJ'WholE!tday either Iway. 

60; 'He observes, ," As -tIle port ot'ex.port for tbe. produce of .his Highness the Guicowar's 
fenitory, to say.no~l)g oOne .val'uable produce.»r Malwa, it is easy to perceive the advan
ta.g.~ which, tIle' c.ommercial classes on, both sides would del'ive by the establiEihmcnt of a. 
bi-anch line of post be~ween JiImbooseer and Baroda. If,the, talked-or tramway to Tan, 
karia.BIl~der, is ever carried into effect, the necessi~y of a daily da~k will be beyond all 
qlJestion. . ' 

61 .. The cost he estimates at about :Rs .. 720 per annum (or a double line of six cossids, the 
({i'st:wce ,being; about_30 miles; 'I halt at least of this expense," he adds,. (I would, Lshould 
imagine, ,be wJltingJy,defrayed by tlU:! Gui.cowat:." 

62. There can be DO question of the advisability ,of the brauch line suggested hy Mr. Davies; 
whethet halfof th'e expense .would .be bO£lle.by. the Guicowar seems. not $0 certain. Indeed 
r have ·some do~bts .of the justice or-asking his 'Highnells to pay a. portioo. of t1)e. cost of estlj.'T 
bUshing the new line, 1,!nless at the sll.me time he i~ to. be allo\ved ,to, 'abate in the .returns frolJl 
p.f>stage. . 

63. Besides the Jine from J umbooseer to Baroda, which I fwould recommend should 'be 
sanctioned, I,think a branch.line should be opened. between Jumbooseer and. Cambay. At 
present letters from the latter pllU!e, which Lteed not remark is one of the most, if not lhe 
most,"frequented part in Guzerat, .intended for the Presidency, have.to go rOWld by;Kaira and 
'Baroda; they could then be sent direct to Bro~ch,. and save. nearly ,two ,days. ' 

•. 641 ~ districtldawk alreadJ' exist$ between Cambay and' Kaira, and 'this junction would 
thus be the' means· likewise of o<pening a direcfll!ommunication between·Kaira a~d Broach. 

65. In respect to joi~ing the lines of 11istrict dawk in our territories with any of the border 
,town~ belonging te,his Highness the Guicowar, and thus opening 'new·channels of:cornmu
nieatlOn,.1 find that nothing approaching to our dii5trict dawk is kept up by that prince. 

66. The R~sident at, Baroda, Lieutenant-colonel Outram, to whom I ~18.de a. reference. 
states-" Lregl'et to have to infOim you, that no regular syitEun of postal. communication. i$ 
maililtained anywhere within the Guicowar's territory. Orders- to Komaviadars. or. other 
district officers, are sent 11>y cossids, as occasion requires, not at regular intervals, cl)nse-:
quen~ly no regular communication by this means is available tQ the public." 

67. In the Kairalcollectorate the regJIlar and.district dawks tr8veLtogether over,a portiqll 
or the road between. Kaira and. Baroda.., as far as' a pIace caIled I Anund. This· should be 
remedi.ed,,andtbe disttict,dawk taken off. the packets oeing,entrusted to.thegeneral post. 

6S', I Have alteady proposed; to' unite the' district' line' terminating at Cambay with the 
to,wn of the -J umbooseer in the- Broach collectorate j. no further extension of tbe district 
• ,·dawk 
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c1awk seems feasible iI~ this co)lectora~~ at present" as Ittlere are no simila.r means of commu
nication· with'vyhich' to effect a junction in the neighbouring territories 'of ,his: Highness the 
Guicoll'ar, or'lD the Mohee anll Re~la Kauntas. 

App. (D.~ N~. 2. 

, '69'-ln the Ahmedab~d coUectorate, the district dall'k, from the capi~l to the port of 
Gogo, has lately been made a ~eneral Post-office line; could a direct communication be 
opened between Go~o, "across the Gnl~ of Cambay, and some point·of! the opposite ,shore 
in the Surat coHectorate, Bhugw~, f~r \Dstance, 'it would' greatly shorten the time oceupied 
by the post, 'and 'save the' long ClfCUlt »1 Broach; Baroda, Kaira and Ahmedabad. 

70. "Besides~ how~ver~ the ailvantage of opening a direct communication'with the port of 
Gogo, such a Ju~ction would ha.ve the effect of greatly accelerating the transit of the mails 
to and from the Important stations of Rajkote and Bhooj, aJid the province of Sindh, as it 
""ould sa:ve the necessity for the detour viti Kaira. 

71. The subject has, I find. been alreadY'brought to. the notice.bf Gov.ernment· alld. I 
beg to refer you to a letter,from the acting Political Agent in Kattiwar to the Secr;tary to 
Government in the Political Department, No. 212, of 25th September 1846, with enclosures, 
aDd to a., report by the Pdstmastef-general, dated 21st November 1846, No, 2028, and to 
Mr. SeCfet.a:r,r Escombe's letter to the Postmaster-general, 'No. 719, dated 18th March 1847, 
with a~mpaniment,. and'Mr; 'Raven!icroft's repJy.1 No. 633, of 18th May 1841, 'and- subse-
«Iuenf. correspondence. _ 

72. From the'Postmaster-general's' letters, tOlwhich I have adverted above,'it'will he seen 
that the seheme was then deemed impracticable, a1: all, events during the monsoon, owing 
to1the difficulty of crossing'.the"mails over the Gulph bf Cambay, and again from Jooria 
Bunder'over the, GUlph of Cutch; as, however, the saviog of nearly two 'days in communi
eatind' with Rajkote, Cutch and Sindh must, especially in the monsoon, when the transmis
l!ion'~f correspondence by sea js suspended, be a matter of considerable moment, the sub
ject appears to me deserving of' fu.rther consideration and inquiry, 

73. The .plan would seem to havel,been originally propofled ,by the lat~ Sir Alexander 
13urnes'in 1832;- and it was again ~rought forwa~d by the Collector of, ~ontlDental C?ustom~, 
Mr' Pell,. in. 1839' it has always been a favounte scheme ~f the Pohbcal Agents In Katt ... 
yva;, hav~g been st~opg)y r(',ce)[l~tnended both by, Major Le Grand Jacob and Major Laing. 

14. The distance' from Gogo'to RaJkote is 116 miles,; f!'Om, thence to Jorria,Bunder, 40 
miles; and from Soonia, on the <>PPOSlte shore, to BhooJ, ~6 Imles, and sea,20 mll.es; ~y sea, 

th .. Gnlpl. the whole distance from GOO'Q to Bhoo] would be 212 mdes; tne distance 
acrOS$ u .. I,l~ '" , • 'I Bh' ld th b nl 260 .between Surat. and. Gogo by the proposed route lS, 48 ml es : oOJ won , us e ,0 y 
;miles ,frOID Sura!;; wherea/! by,the. road at present travelled by the malls the distance is 
.:J9S!miles.* 

Paperaand 
.Correspondence. 

'~5 'Th'e'diffierlltyapprehended in opening the" proposed route was the having to cro~s 
tbe Ou} bs of Caxhbayand Cutch. Now, however, that the 8;id of steam can be comma~de • 
this I sKould jmaa-ine could be, easily sUfmounted. Supposmg, however, ~e ex,pense ~lkely 
, 'te d the estahlishment of two steam f{'rries to interpose an obstacle, It might stilI be 
'::~h ~hile to try what could be done across the G:ulpb. of Cambay, aIs 8h experlme;t, :~ 

~!: ~~;r::o~l; ;~:,~~: ~~!:~~ ~uDh~~l::,ri~~; :~:!~~~r:s£~ :::iit1r:~i!h 
:Dupdo,oka .. only a.?0ut Iii or !20 miles. fr~U;; tber!s!nt )i1'1! fr()Q1, .K!ra to thE) point of. junc
. whIch It should.umte. about LlI~.r.ee, wh,enh! : ~ k off, as, the northerII mails could eome 
tion, a distance~f ab<.>,ut ~o tIlil~~t'~I\ d t~ Dh~~lera', a~d.thettce by the proposed june-
by the general post llI~e fom h me a hl. thus he a s;ving of at least 40 miles in expense 

. tion lin,e to J(an and ~aJ kote ; ,t ~~ ~OUst of 'crossillif the Gulph of Cambay. 
jof carnage to g() towards meetmg e eo '" ] h' h 

. d' t . t d k line from Surat,tG OoIpar~ about 15 mJ es, w Ie 
• 76.' There. iSi also. a short., ~s ric aw' 0' osed line to GoD'O direct would pass' thraugh 

'woul,d then be. no longer reqUJred" 'ds t7itf .cluJ h Df Camhay and the expense o{ which 
'Oolpar to Bhugwa. on tbe:Surat SI e·o e, p. , 

:woQ-ld th1l:s hkewise be saved~ , I ' ' Bhoo' and Sindh so near to the Pre-
;1'7. • The line' above adverted'to, though not ,brIDgmg ~ sidency 

" Sunt to Broach 
"Broach to Baroda -
~Baroda. to Kaira -
" Kaira. to Bhooj 

,-
'-

Jr' K ira t~ Limree - -

Mile,. 
40 
50 
62 

253 

TOTAL - - - 395 .-
Niles. 

60 
20 '. 'f To be taken all from 't

B Dundooka with IJmree 
.Dedu.ct' new hue to unl e • 

Balance saved - - - 40 
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sidency as the route formerly proposed, would still very much decrease th~ distance at rre
sent travelled, over; thus, Surat to Gogo, 48 miles; Gogo to DhoUera, 47 miles; thence to 
the point of junction with the present route, about 35 JIliles; and thence to Bhooj, 19o. 
mBes; 320 miles in all, instead of 395, or a saving at least 18 hours in the tim£' occupied 
by the post. 

78. There are unfortunately no district dawks in Katliwar; bllt in 1847, it appears that 
the Thllkoor of Bhown!lggur was willing to .establish a direct communication between that 
place and Rajkote, in the event of,the .line via, Gogo being opened; this would, if consider
ations of a political nature allowed it~ being made use, of a!i 'a daw~ line. at once give to 
Rajkote the full benefit of the shorter route, and obvIate the necesslty for correspondence 
gomg round by Dhollera find !(an. , 

79. A district dawk br~nches fl'om Hursoh~, in: t.he Ahmedabad collectorate, to Parantej, 
to "Tarassa and to Bayur; the first of these branches could, were district dawks established 
in the Mhyee Kaunta, be easily extended to Eder and Ahmednuggur, two' important cities 
vfthat province. 

80. In the Khandeish collectorate there'are' a number of short lines of district dawk, 
branching for the most part from the regular post lines passing through the zilla, and con
necting the several Mamleqars' and Mahalkerries' btation~, with.which a daily co~rnunication 
is required with thp. head-quarters of the district at Dhoolia. • ' 

81. The collector, Mr. Elphlnst~ne, complains of the delay which this sometimes occa
sions in communicating with his district officers: he says, "The average tate of travelling 
of the district dawk is about 3! miles an hour; 'bllt this is a rE-sult arriv~d at by calculating 
the actual travelling hours; whereas the delays that occur at the different stations, more par
,ticularly at the poi!'lts where the- packet joins the regular mail, forql subjects of complaint •. 
In explanation of this, 'I would observe that the letters destined for distribution in the 
interior of the zilla, and consequently posted in the district dawk office at Dhoolia, are 

. registered and. made up into packets for the several talookas, and delivered into the regular 
Post-office. If delivererl within the prescribed hour they are received, else they ar~ rejected, 
and of course laid aside until the following day, whelt they are again sent to the Post-office; 
but if the mail should have -previously pas'sed' through the station, the (listrict packet is 
necessarily delayed 'until the third 'day before starting. The same with the packet for Nun
doorbar; fo,!, if by the tim~ 'it arrived at 80ngheer the Mhow mail b3.d passed, the packet 
would lie there till t.he next maif came ,in." . ~ 

82, On 101lg' lines of post, like that which passes through the KhaDdeish collectGrate to 
and from the~North-westel'll Pl'Ovinces, it is of course difficult to tell the precise hour at 
\Vhicli the malhviU 'arrive a~ any given point; and' during 'the monsoon especially. the time 
of arl'ival will vary considerably; sometimes, after a heavy faU of rain, the post being 
delay~d for ,more than 24 hours: it is therefore impl)ssible- for the district officers to time the 
despatch of· their packets so as always to hit the exact hour of the regular post passing. 

S3. The surest remedy· fotthis would, of course, be to make. the district dawk 'entirely 
ind'ependent of the gel1~ral post, or, in ?ther words,'to have it carried, even when trav,eUing 
over 'the same'road~ by Its own runners 'mstead of by those of the Post-office; but whde so 
many parts pfFthis'vast t:ontinent are'so ill-provided with allY postal communication at all, 
nothing but the'strongest.necessity would, I think, justify the extra expense 'of a double line 
of communication over the same road; and I cannot, therefore, recommend a departure, in 
the case of Khandeish, from the principle which 1 ,have already laid down in respect to other 
.collectorates. that- communication' both. by the district dawk and regular post between any 
'two'stations shouJd not De permitted. ' 

.j , 

8-L SOnll-'thing might doubtless be q.on~ to fllitigate the, inconvenience were the collector 
to place himself in communication with the Postmaster-general on the subject; and if, as 
stated, by Mr. Elphinstone, the district dawk packets are rejected by the Post-office if not 
delivered within the prescribed hour, a representation to the head of the department would 
-doubtless at ollce lead to the Postmaster in Khandeisli being instructed to give eVt~ry latitude 
In his power for the receipt, at the different Post-offices under his control, of the official 
despatches of the executive officers of the district, even when not brought to the office 
withm the prescribed time, whenever by so doing they could be at once sent forward to their 
1iestination, in place of bemg det~ined till the following day's dawk. 

85. J have already proposed to connect Walore, in·the SUI'at collect'orate, with Nowapoor. 
the westernmost point reached by the district dawk in this province; at present the com
munication between Nowllpoor and Dhoolia is kept up by the circuitous route of Suttana, 
lohnere and Malligaum; but as by joining Nllwapoor to Walore the communication between 
~hoolia and SUlat will be again opened, and the importance ~f the 'line thereby much 
mCleasea, I would rec6mmend that the present route to Pimpulnelr be changed, and a d,rect 
dlstri~t dawk established betwe("n that town and Dhoo\la. ' 

86, In that case, the present line from ::iuttana to Pimpulneir would be unneces,ary, and 
if the collecttlr could arrange.£or a sholt brallch from the general post liae from Chandore· 
to ,Lohnert', the presen't.'aistrict dawk from Malligaum to that,!'tation could also be dispensl'd 
v.:ith; the rUOIlers thus relieved would be more than sufficient to open the direct line I have 
,proposed between Pimpulneir arid Dhoolia. .. .. 

87. From 
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'. 87. F~om Nun~o{Jbar the ~oIlector keeps up a communication with a l\Jahalkerree's sta.: 
tlOn [It \ erd~ul, dlsta.nt 36 mIl~s; ·the. road mnll at no great distance from the general post 
route;. he nught possibly find It practlc.able to open in place of this a shor~ junction line 
between' Matheo, 011 the g~neraI ~os~ lme, and Verdhul, not more than ten miles distant 
aJ!d thus save some 26 m.lles of dlstnct dawk. • , ! 

88 .• The district dawks in ~han~eish, the co!lec~or. stales, are carried bY'peons, but the 
pay of only twenty of theI;t1Is debited to the dIstnct dawk, the remainder bemg chargl!d to 
the Reven,ue Department. Mr. ~lphinstolle is of opinion that the pay of all the peons 
employ~d. m tb~ conv~yance .of tblS, post ought to be debited to that head in tne accounts; 
and ~s !t IS obViously ImpOSSible to show correctly the receipts and disbur~ements on account 
of district da,!k. un.less. all expebses ~)r its conveyance are charged to it, bis proposition, 
unless otherWise obJectIOnable, or whICh I am not aware would ~eem correct· this is how
e~er, lIl;0re a question of account, which the collector' should, I imagine, s~ttle with the 
FmanClal Department. 

89. There are ~o d!strict dawks in C~tch, or in the province of Sindh; in the latter, 
c(:IDstallt commllDlcatlOn. m,ust n~c('ssarlly. be ke~t u:p between the collectors and their 
kardar,s, and a sy,stem slml!ar to that w~lch nbtams In the other parts of the Presidency 
cou~d! therefore, r should thmk, be orgamzed both without difficulty, and with littlp. or 110 
additional expense. 

90. 011 this subject Mr. Pringle, the late Commissioner, writes,-" There is at present 
no reguhl.l' means of communication in this province out of the line of the general post; 
the latter is made ulle of whel).ever it can for the conveyance of the Jetters o( the collectors, 
deputy ('ollectors, kardars, &c., and wh\'re this is not the case, they are forwarded by police 
sowars, or by cossids emplqyed fOI' the occasion, and charged for in contingent bIll!>. The 
want of a. district dawk is perhaps less felt here than it would be in othel' provinces, from' 
the inhabited part of the country extendin~: in a. long line of no gr,.at breadth .along the 
banks of the Indus, and the general post which runs through i.ts length on one side of the 
river, on the other being accessible at greater or less distances to most IIf ils pf.ncipal places." 
N evertht'less something of the nature of a, district dawk would no doubt in lIIany places be 
a great convenience, especially in those which are situated on Ihe opposite side.of the river 
from that traversed by the general post. I may instance the line from Kotree, opposite 
Hydrabad, along the west side of tlie river to Sehwan, and thence to Larkhana, where it 
would'meet a branch of the gencral post, as one in which a. di!;trict dawk might be esta
blished with much public and private advantage, and it would render unnecessary the present 
branch post to Se~wan, 

91. The attention of the recently-appointed Commissioner, Mr. Frtre. who has, I have 
.reason to' believe, given, cpnside~ab1e attention to district dawk communication, might be 
,requested to the subject, in. view to. the impr~vement 'o( intercommunication in the province 
by these ,~eans, either as an adjunct Qf the reg!llar post, or as a revenue dawk., 

92. The average rate of travelling- maintained by the district dawk is, except in a few 
instan,C'es, scarcely, mo~e th~ three miles ~n hour; this is partly owin.g to the weight carried by 
the run~e~s" an~ partly to want of attention, ,Qwmg to. the speed bemg generally a matter .of 
minor importall~e; should these ppsts be mOfe ~xtenslvel~ t~~~n advantage of by th~ public, 
'Which would be the natural result of ~he extenSIQn pf the tacllitles afforded. by t.hem, It would 
be. necessary to pay greater atte,ntion to these points • 

• 93. At present 'many}~eavy ~er!ice pa~ka~es ar~ pe.riodically sent by.district daw~ which· 
might frequently as easIly be carned by parties escortmg treasure or prisoners, and In many 
-cases 'parcels, not strictly speaking, "service," ~r;. st'nt free, ,:"hicb, were the privilege of 
franking abolished or placed under greater restrlctlot,lS,. ~ould eIther not b~ sent at aU, or be 
paid fOl', and in either case their number would be diminished, and the weight of the dawk 
reduced. ' . . . 

. 94: Moreover, these dawks being, for. the most part, merely rev.enue pasts, employed for 
·carrying the public correspondence pa~sing between .the head statlOl~ and s~bOl'dma~es, ar~ 
freqllen~ly detained,.to SUit the convemen~e of the ?I~erellt o~cers, mlranslt. ~lIlrregu
larities of this nature must of course b~ ~trl~tly prohl~lted, and these dawks placed, m re!;pect 
to punctuality of despatch and expeditIOn In travelllllg, on the same footing as the regular 
post; returns being fu~nished to the collector, or other head of the department, as a check 
against want of attention •. 

9&. Whatever 'extensions ,are carried oul in respect to the 4istrict dawk, care shouI~ be 
taken that the greatest possible publicity is given to the new arrangements (the pl~ces for 
which packets can. b~ made up and the .probable hour of despatch shoul~ ~e notJfi~~ .at 
each district office), in order th~t the pubhc may become aware of the additIOnal facilities 
for correspondence afforded by theIl).. 

96. At resent not only is comm?nication by the district p')st confine~ to ~he part1c?lar 
. . P h' h 't has' been estabhshed but, a51 far as the 0b·eneraI. post IS concerned, httle 'Province 111 W IC I . , ., I h h h 

d t . t ken of It· for instance in the Ahmednuggur colle~torate, at oug t e 
01' no a van aa-e IS a.,. ~ k' • h d' t 
route followel'b the'district dawk between that city and ':V.assuc IS very mue more Irec 
th tl! t b . th Yregular post which travels round by Malhgaum, the Post-office packets' for 

an ua ) e,. Nassuck 
.. 87. 3 K ;) 

App. (D.), No. z~ 

Papers and 
Correspondence. 



App. (D,), No.2. 

Pappu and 
Correspolidenee. 

Nassuck are invariably sent-by the general post line; and this is,the easel ,in' many similar 
instances. , , 

97. This is, in a great measure" owing ta the Post.of:E.c~'autborities having no cognizance: 
of these district dawks, which have since • theil' estabbshmellt been under the entire-,and 
distinct control of the revenue officers of the district. 

98. As I have already stated" whetb,er these dawks sho~ld o.r .not be ~ntirely transferred 
~o the General Post-office, a?d 10 fac~ ~ade ~e!;ul~ post lmes, IS a questIon on which 1 am 
not at present, pr~pared to give a dectded OpInIOn. Ther6; seems no reason, however, whv 
~ey should contillue to be managed. so' completely as a se~arate ~epartmeI,lt;' in fact, as 
Ion"", as they are so, the measures I have proposed above, wlll do little towards extending 
~h:facilities affo~ded. by our Post.o~ce, ~ne" by- the way~ of the most, important of the 
reforms required In thIs country; . and I woutd therefore recommend that aU correspondence
with Government o~ the subject of the'district dawks be submitted in futUl'e through the 
Postmaster-general,:who should be empowered to call for any information he may require 
in ffj;lpec1ito them, and suggest such alterations or extensions as J appear to him best cat cu· 
lated to improve the,generat postal communication of the ,country:. 

~------------~~, 

C' ul f th Post- 99. While on .tbis, subject, I beg' to' transmit, for the·'information of the' Right 
lfC or rom e h bl h G . C ') I ., f ' master-general N. W. p" <;moura e t e overnor m ounCI, t)e accompanymg copIes 0 correspondence, as 

dated. 1st June 1846, N~. per margin, showing how the district dawks are at present manage'd in the North. 
76, 'WIth Enclosures. western Provinces. 

100. Should .. the mor!; extensive refOTUls,in contemplation, in respect to the General Post
office, be carried out, therwill, when made applicable to the district dawks, tend very greatly 
td fll-cilitate the introduction of the measures I have suggested, viz. an uniform rate bf posta~e, 

, compulsory pre-payment, and the use of stamps. 'There "eems no limit to the facilities wlllch 
may be afforded bY'means of these posts; not only would-every Mamledar's and Mahal
kerree's station be a district Post.office, but everY'vill,age almost might have its bag, to be 
sellt in by the 'pateU, by th~ village Mhar, with his. periodical reports to' the district office, 
and returned to him by the same opportnnity ·with any letters for his village. 

101. 'The general post would bring'the letters for the head statioll( of the collectorate; 
there1they would b~ divided and forwarded to 'the several districts, where they would be again 
distributed among the villag~s: all being pre.paid.' by stamps, no. postage would have to be 
collected ~ there would be 110 long and complicat~ ~ccounts to'keep; .alJ would be I,lniform" 
simple, and easily mlderstood. 

10'2. 'What~ver may be the event, however, of OUll general inquiries, there seems no reason 
wlty the facilities' already prepared' to'our' hands \)y a dally' communication between the head 
stb.tion'of every t!bllectorate'and its'subordinate'di'stri'ct officets' ahould'no' at-all events be 
made as extensi'V"ely available to the pe0r.1e; and 'as generally useful for' intercommunication 
Ilmong them,"as cirl!Umst'an'ces' will admit;-more' 'particUlarly if,'as I 'have- endeavoured to 
show, the additions and alte~ations necessary tQ effect such an, object are by nQ means com· 
plicated, nOf, as far as· I am able tq jugge, likE:ly, to, b~'attended with much expense •• 

"os. ' r have obtained 'from tbe- several 'Collectors arld other officers. in' charge' of exiSting 
c;listrict'dawks in 'this Presidency, /;tatemehts Of the average number of covers of till' descrip
tibns despatched- and' receited by 'them, 'with 'a register of the weight arid nominal postage'be 
all service and free packets for one month, alid 'the rates of tl"tl.velIing" kept· up, with -otlier 
particulars eluciqatory of the -w.orking of the system i but it is _ not necessary that I should 

• ti'oubIe_Government 'WIth- copies~ lis' 'they' would -only needlessly swell my report on the 
liIubject, already: r'fear, loo voluItl,inous. ' . 

I have,'-&'c. 

Office of Com.missioner for Post·office Inquiry, 
Bombay, 18 December.1850. 

'(signed) lw"Courtney, 
Com·missioner. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) .• 'J. Lumsden, -SeCl'eta!y to Government. 

CIRCULAR" No. 76. 

To the Postmaster 
_ Sir, _ _ , 
'I nAVE the honour to fotward-a 'copy of a notification issued by his Honor 'the Lieu-· 

tenant·governor, North-western Provinces, and 't~quest"that you wil1,- as directed therein" 
senq aU letters for places beyond your 'ordinary deliv~ry in a'packet addressed to the nearest 
district Post-office~.D ' . 

You will have the goodness to send a memorandum on the 1st of every month, showing, 
in the form annexed, the number of letters sent to- and received from each thanna.h~ with the 
amount of Government postag~ ievjrd or due tJlereon., 

I bave"&e~ 
(signed) H. B: Riddell, 

'Camp, Simlah, 1 June 1846. 'Pestmaste»-general, N orth-westem Provinces. 
N.ll!llES. 



POS:rAI; :COMMUNIOATION, &c. IN INDIA. 

'NAMES of THANNAHS . , • • , -

• , 
I' 

-- Number 
Postage. 

Number $umber Number Number 
of Postage. of Postage. of Pootage. , 

of , of 
, Le~ra. Let.era. Lotten. Letlera. '\ Lettera. 

Letters sent. for deli- ! very - - -
Letters received for , 

despatch~ - - I 

--+-- -.---1-- ---I-~I • TOTAL - - - ---

No .• 279. 

GENERAL D EPAltTMENT, N orth-westera·P-revinces.! 

W 
l". Agra, 2 Appl1S46. 

ITH ~e,erenceJQ.th~_order!l pfJ(lt~ May and 2d. August 1838, 27th December 1839 and! 
30t~ April 11844, regardmg the establishment of dIstrict dawks, the following rules on the, 
subject, dra~n up by t~e Po~tmaster-gt'neral" are published for general informatiQn. 

Letters wIll be re~elve~ at every, thannah and tehsildary on the tetms now notified by. 
thll Thannadar, Tehslldar, 01'\ such other officer as ~h? 'JlUl,gil>.tJ:a.1e.J1.nd..c;ollector"may ..appoint' 
fdr.the purposeI' Letter'Hl.ddresse~,~Q,.p61'sQns ~esldmg beyond the lll~ibt of the ordinary. 
delivery Qi'Ja Sudder Post-office, will, be transmItted to theLli by the dlSttict dawk, unless 
tha pe,rsona to wholl\ they are addressed make arrangements-of their own with the Post
master for the transmission of their letters. . , 

'l'he S~lmf> collected a~ district po~tage .uuder these rules, at the rate of six pie (half an! 
all-na~ on each letter; will be held m deposit by tIle collector, and disb.ursed in such maIlnel" 
a~. with the concurrence-of the Post;master-genel'al, may seem best cab:ulated to improve 
the district dawks ill the zillah! 

RUloES to be (i)bserrtld oy.Police Officers or others .who may be auth(lrized to recei:e 
, and despatch Letters. 

1 .. Letter;; cc bearinglPostl1.ge~· for despatch to an:1 station or town, in India ate to be 
'l'eceived on payment or a district postage of lSix pie (half an anna) for each letter, • 

2.' 'fhis distric"f postage must invar.iably be t>re-paid lOy the sendel', and will be in addit'io'n, 
to the regulated Government postage fr~m the nearest Post-office to the place of :destl-
nation. 

3. Letters for any places within the zillah should, i£ -Possible, be forwarded ,direct to the, 
thamlah or tehsil nearest to the place of tl~ir destinatlonl If there be no di:tect commu
nication, such letters must be sent, with those, for pldces in other districts, to the Postmaster 
-of: the Sudder station. 4~ All letters whatever, whether for places within~ the district or beyonll it, must be, 
-entt'roo in a register, according to the form al1mexe~. 

5i> This register will be dosed at the end of ea<;h month, and forwarded to the Postmaster 
ohhe Budder station for inspection and verifieation. 

6".Nnotice must be published in the tewn,. stating t~e hour ~t which lthe thannah dawk. 
is despatohed and the hour at which the.thaunah Post-office will be closed. 

7. All lett:rs must be despatched pn th~ same ,day that t~)ey ar~ re~eive~. . 
8 AU letters which cannot be sent by direct route to their destmatJon, Will be enclosed In 

a b;g, and sent by the thannah dawk to the Postmastel'l of the ~udder station, wit)a a 
-deta.iled list, showing the name of the person to whom each letter IS addressed, and ,ther 

place to which' each ;s to be despatched. . ' 
9. All letters received from the Postmaster must be .d~bvered witJ;tout a~y delay, and :t~le. 

Government postage must be. collected land recorded In the receipt regtster, the dlstrlCtr 
-postage of a half anna on each letter being, levied, in addition to the Government postage, and 

separately accounted fOF·· . 10. All postage received on lettellS del1ve~ed or despatched must be renptted regularly. 
'-every Saturday to the postmaster of the statlOll. , 

11. The chellans.which ,accompany lette~s for delivery ~ust be returned to the Post-. 
master on the day after the receipt, countersigned by the o~cer whl) op~ed the packet. 

12. The Thannadar or Tehsildar. as the case may b~J wlll·be: responSible th~t. no over-, 
oCharge is n;;ade, and<,no unnecessary delay takes place.ln th~ dehvel'Y or ,despateh of letters., 

.3 K4 
Register 

447 

4 

, 

I 
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. -----------------------------.------~----------~------------~--------~---------.~~~~--~------------. ! 
Register of Letters des patched from l·-t 

._ ~n the _. _ .>. .!t!i. '.. _ 00 
Register.'of Letters received at 

. 
on the 184 

, . 
Gazettes. 

Bealing. ., 
0 I -Letters. Gazette .. 

, -. Postage. Wefgli{ Number. Weigh~ Number. Postage. Weight. 

.. 
1--·1---1-1---1-

--:-1-·· - " 

List of Bearing Letters despatched from 
on the 184 

to 

. .. . 
Post Paid. ; 

, 
-

Lettera. -. 
Number. Postage. Weight. 

~ 

1-----

, 

Number. 

Station 
from when.,. 

received. 

MOllth 
and Date of 

Chulan. 

Bearing. 

Guettes. 

Number. 

Lette .... 

Station. 
Number. 

MOllth 

and Date. 

.. 

I 
Number. • 

-----.-.-----.,I-I--"--+---a-:--I-I~--

Letters . 

Gazettes .. 

.. • 
. (True copy.) 

(signed) W. Courtney.' • 
Commissioner, 

" 
. (True copy.\ . '-
~ .. { ~ 

(signed) H. B. Riddell,:. ' I 

Postmaster-general, N. W. PI·ovmces. 

(True copy.) 
(sigIled) J. Tlwrnton, 
~ Secreta?, to th~ Govt: N. W. Provinces. ' 

.1 

t· 



s N b fL D hd dR • f h R d S dB P t • 1 A TATEMIlNT, SlOWing tie urn el' 0 ETTERS espatc e an ecelve , erVlce an earmg os age, wit 1 t Ie mount 0 t e ECEIPTS; ond a so exllibiting the Monthly and Annual 
CHARGE for the Runners employed, with the Amount of the Contingent EXPENDITURE and t1le" Aggregate CHARGES, for tlle District Dawks in t1le Co11ectorates under the Bombay 
Presidency, for the Year 1848-49. 

Number \If Covers Despatched and Received. RECEIPTS. CHARGES • 
NAMES . 

of Servire. Rearing Postage. Conlingent Aggregate 
REMARKS. Monthly Annual 

COLLECTORATES. 

Outward. I Inward. 

Outward. Inward. TOTAL. Charges for 
Amount. 

Charges. Charge •• 

TUTAL. Outwa,'d. Inward. TOTAL. Runners. . 
------

R •• ... p. R •• ... 1" R •• a. p. Rs, a • p. R •• a • p. R •. a. p. R,. a. p. 

Belgaum . . · 99279 69573 168852 4793 12529 17322 214 1 6 460 12 - 674 13 6 290 ~ - 3166 - - 256 5 10 8422 5 10 

224 10 
. 

Sholnpoor • . · 31760 27061 li8821 3849 2450 6299 IZOI 6 6 62 7 6 263 14. - 8 2696, - - . . . 2696 - -
Ahmednuggur · · 95864 95643 191507 13316 13020 26336 351 5 - 240 - 6 591 5 6 232 - - 2784 - - 330& 311 311S 31l . . 
N ... ick . · · 19840 28165 48005 4224 5096 9320 J43 - - 146 6 6 289 6 6 84 - - 1008 - - 89 4 '4 J097 4 4 

Dharwar . · · 95743 87839 183582 4702 15405 20107 216 1 - 665 2 6 881 3 6 97 8 - 1170 - - . - - 1170 - -
Kaha - · - 48930 45299 94229 0483 9206 14689 270 2 - 324 7 6 594 9 Il J44 8 - 1734 - - 198 10 5 1932 JO Ii 

Broach - - - 23490 24375 47665 31iJ5 2725 6240 59 /I 6 ,69 14" - J29 3 6 94 4 - 1131 - - - ,- . JI31 - -
Rlltnogherry - . 36522 32188 68710 J5439 19671 35110 430 14 - 513 10 - 944 II - 106 4 - J213 13 8 75 I 7 1288 15 3 

Poono. - · • 90236 97355 187591 27558 29007 56565 353 8 -: 450 " 6 803 12 6 287 - - 3444 - - 177 13 3 3621 13 3 
{. - Since 1842-43, four 

Ahmedabad - - 9629 6740 16369 4744 2308 7052 550 10 - 567 6 - 1118 - - 71 8 - 858 - - 364 10 3 1222 10 3 POIt.ofli ... have been .. ta-

.781i9 9905e 13196 25427 175 13 811 13 
blished iu this, ColIO!Clorate. ' 

TonnoIt - - - 51199 12231 354 - 6 310 12 - 664 12 6 53 - - 686 - - - -
-Z 

SlIl'at - - - 28758 29600 58358 11335 12984 24319 477 9 - 174 5 6 651 14 6 291 9 - 3345 - - 153 - - 3498 - -
Khondeish - - 152050& 155816 307870 16849 15955 32804 247 13 6 264 13 3 512 10 9 94 4 - 1127 - - 108 S 10 1235 810 

------- ------ - ------
TOTAL . - 783304 747513 1530S17 129003 152587 281590 3869 12 6 -4250 /I 9 8120 2 3 2070 15 8 24312 13 8 1933 7 5 26246 Ii I . 

• . 
Office of Commi .. ione. for Post-oflioe Inquiry, } 

Bombay. 18 December 1850. 
(signed) lV. Courtnt!l. Commi .. ione •• 

, 



. 
STATBl\IB~l', showlng the 1i umbel' of t;Tt'BRS Despatched-and Received, Service an<LBearing Postage, with the Amount of RECEIPt'S; and als~ exhibiting the- Monthly and Annual 

CUAllCrn for the Runners employed, with the Amount of the Contingent EXPENDITURE and Aggregate CBJ.RG.E, for the District Daw ks in the Collectorates under the Bombay Presiden~y, 
for the Y~ax: 1842-43.. .' -

- ~ -
RECEIPTS. CHARGES. 

NAMES 

of 

Number of Cover& rieopatched lind Reeei~ed. __ 

r-----------~-----.----~--~-=~~--;r--~--~~----------~--------~~.~_~~--~------------
Service. Bearing Postage. 

COLLECTORATES. I------.------r-----I·----~·------._----·I 
Outward. Iowara. tOTAL. Outward. Inward. TOTAr.. 

~--,------ ------1---1-1---....... 1-

Kaira 

Ahmednuggur" " 
N"";ck (SUb.CoIJe.to.} 

rate)" " " 
Kbandei.h " " 

26922 

37135 

16911 

14865 

Abmeda1>ad - 10613 

3264 

89602 66524 

87398 '1'4533 

20791 87762 

13093 a 27958 

'113 

4019 

11038 

2070 

2811 8524 
fl837 ,f81'6 

1099 3137 

894, 2964 

8164 18677 13898" 10493 23891 

8264 '11 822 

Tanna - 80676 81298 61974 1711 4100 5811 

Dbarwar '" 

Foona 

Belgaum -

Surat 

Sholapoor -

Rutnagherry 

". 3!1390 

22489 

13309 

18056 

12095 

49901 

34432 
i3813 

]4829 

10569 

Slilljjl 

66921 

27122 

82885 

22664 

2267 
18 

8219 

2599 

11186 

2975 
46 

8332 

192 

10567 

1I242 

64 

6551 

2791 

21703 

Outward. 

Ra. a. i" 

114 2 -
296 2 ~6 

116 ,6 -

111 7 -

U4 3 8 

_ 332 2 -

; .. . 

69 8 6 

113 6 -

142 9 6 

164 7 -

/i36 6 -

lnward. 

Ri. a.p. 

141 4 6 

84-

4614 -

3' ,13 6 

1183 ,I -

390 ,- 6 

289 J -

B 3 -
31 8 -

- 8 -
631 14 -

l'OTAL. 

.8.. Do;p. 

255 6 '6 

804 6 6' 

162 3 -

U5 4 6' 

2307 4 8 

3915 _ 

. 
'122 2 6 

894 6 9 

858 9 6 

it6 9 -. 
174 1 6 

164 10 -

116~ 8 -

Monthly 
Charges for 
Runners. 

R •• a. p. 

144 8 -

2S2 - -

84 - -
b • 

265 - -

53 - -

9'1 8 -

278 - -

!22 8 -

324 9 -

280 - -
106 .. -

Annual 
Amount. 

118. a. p. 
1734 - -

2784 - .. 

1008 

3180 -'-

1131 

636 

1170 

8336 

2670 - -

2271 15 -

3360 - -

1275 - -

~ntiDgent 

Charges. 

Ri. Do p. 

173 9 a 
1t 11 '8 

30- 9 6 
79 11 6' 

42 13 J 

- -" . 
50 12 4 

98 - -

R.. a. p • 

1907 9 3 

!l79b II 8 
1038 9 6 

79 II 6 

3222 13 1 

1181 ..... 

686 12 4 

REl\IARKS. 

{ 

.. This is only from 
January to April 1843. 

b The district peons are 
to take the letten. 

f · . This eontains the 
number of letten reeeived 

tand despatched tinoe lot 
February • 

ino - .. out diotinctioD, are stated 
{

" • All the Jetten, with" 

to have heeD forwarded in 
the lIIIIle bag. 

8360 ~ -

2670 - -

2369 15 -

8360 ... -
1276 

For IeVeD montbr. 

~---I-----r----~-----~--~-----,~--------I·--------,-------~'---------t----------I---------1----------4 
TOTU • ... 1145681i 1l7711i4 1i1l2839 43;'99 407U 84376 2210 9 a 

OffiCI! of Commiillioner for Poot-office IDquiry,} 
Bomba)" liil December 18iil. 

3678 2 6 6283 2 ,0 2181 9 - 114555 Hi - 611 6 11 115067 6 11 

(oigaed) J. O. Courtney, ComlDiA\olltJo. 



POSTAL CO!,U,lUNlCATION~...&c...lN .INDIA. 451. 

No. 383. 
App. lD..h. No.2. 

From the Commissioner for Post-office Inquiry of Bennal to the S t to G , f B 1 d d F ,'-" ecre ary overnment 
o enga; ate ort William, 20th June 1851. 

Papers and 
Correspondence. 

. Sir, 
P °t~of the d~ost o~vio~s and neces~ary mea~ures for extending the useful~ess of the 

os -0 ce, ,an Improvmg I~S, resources, IS to make the zemindaree dawks, now maintained 
unde~ SectIOn 1,0, Regulation, XX. 18,17, for the conveyance of official corres ondenc!:: 
bfetthween the m~glstrates and their subordmate police, available for the pri vate corres Ppondence 
o e commumty. 

2. In the Nort~-w~st Pr(/Vin~es these dawks have for some' years been open to the public 
~nd so have the dIstrict dawks 10 Madras and Bombay, which are maintained at the ex ens~ 
of Gqvernment., It was propos~d ~y Mr. Tayler in 1848, that the plan should be Ptl'ied 
experlmen~lly m two or three districts of the Lower Provinces, but the Government did 
not then thmk proper to accede to the proposal . . 

3. 'U,nder the. Govemment of ~ellgal there are 60 districts, including those of the Non
regulatIon Provmces .and the StraIts ~ettlements. In one of these districts lIoouhly ther 
are 12 Post-offices; m another, 7 ; m three others 6 each, in three "~I'n Pour '4' . e fi 3 ' tId' h' ", ", II , , In ve, , ; 1~ we ve, 2; an In t lrty one, only 1 each. The average number of letters de-
spatched In four we~ks by post in these districls is as follows:-

In each district having 1 Post"Office 1,551 
" 2 Post"Offices 4,522 
,f ' 3 . " 2,607' 
~~ 4... 6,972-
" S.. 8,720 
" 6' II 6,990 
" 7" 8,242 
'J 12.. - - - - - 1,1 763 

affording strong evidence in support of the fact that the amount of correspond~nce generally 
'varie~ with the facilities afforded for carrying it 011. 

4. 'The Post-office is, in fact, J>ractically closed to the inhabitants of these provinces except 
thos~ who reside in or very near the 144 towns at which Post-offices have been open@d. The 
expense, delay and trouble of conveying letters to and from the nearest Post"Office prevent 
all residents in the inl.~rior of districts, except indigo planters and a few wealthy zemindars 
and traders, from makmg use of the post at aU. The expense of conveyance and deliver), 
where there is no post, has also the effect not only of restricting the use of the post but of 

. repressing corresp~ndence altogether. • 

5_ 'The zemindaree daw ks are maintained by the zemindars, and it is deeply and naturallv 
felt as a hardship that they and their dependents, and the public in general, are precluded 
entirely from making use oC these dawks for their private correspondence, even on payment 
of the customary postage. although the runners never 'have a full load to carry. and the 

_ public cort'espondence would not be in the least degree impeded if they bad to carry private 
letters besides. . 

6. In the North-west Provinces, where the law for maintaining the zemindaree br district 
dawks is the same as in Bengal, these dawks were thrown open fOf toe transit of private 
correspondence in 1838, but they were not. put on a proper footing, nor was the fact of 
theil-, beinO' so available made generally known until 1846. Since then, the number of letters, 
passinO' through the district dawks in those provinces has been as show,n in the margin. Of 1846-47 -
this n~mber, 752,066 passed also through the Post-offiee, yielding regular postage to the 1847 ... 48 -

am'ount of Rs.46,584. The remaining 240,035 were despatched tram one thannah to another ~:!:::~ : 
within the several districts, and did not pass through any Post-office. On all letters sent 
or. delivered through the district dawk, dis!rict postage is levied, in 8fId~tion to any, l'eg~lar Total-
postatre that may be due on them, except m Goruckpore, where no dIstrIct postage IS levI~d, 
and ~here the number ofletters that passed through the district dawk in 1849-00 was 60,978. 
The' hiO'hest number in 'any other district was 33,324; and the general average is much 
lower."'''' I have not. been able to ascertai~ the a~ount of district postage, realized ~n each 
district, but it is held by: the magistr!lte.s ID depOSIt as a separate ~und aVaIlable for Imp-rov-
ing existing lines of dawk and estabhshmg new ones. 

_ 7. The rate of district postage hitherto !eviecl in, ~e North-:west Provinces has been half 
an anna on each letter, without referenc~ either to weIght or dIstance) but by recent ~r~ers 
of the Lieutenant-governor, this charge IS no,w. confined to letters delIvered. In my cpmlOn, 
however, no additional postage should be leVied on general po~t letters; and lettt'rs only 
passing through the district dawk should be c~al'ged WIth the or~lDary rate~ of postage, as I~ 
the had passed throuuh the general post. fhe postage realized on thIS latter class of 
. Y.:> . letters 

-""For particulars rela.tillg"to ilie district-dliwks anile Nort~-west Provinces, see the IIccompan>:ing. 
printed correspondence between the Postmaster-general and the Secretary to Government on the subject. 
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App. (D.),.No. 2. letters should be held available, as far as may be necessary, for the extension and improve-
ment of the district dawks.' . ' , 

Papers and 
Correspondence. s. The law requires the zemindars to keep up the necessary number of runners to carry 

the public despatches between the thannahs, and from the ,thannahs to the ma<Tir.trates· 
court, and Tenders them liable to fine if they fail to do so. But this system, wh~rever it 
has been allowed to prevail, as is the case throughout the Lower Provinces, except in six 
districts,"" is found to work extremely m. The magistrates cannot legally punish the 
runners for delay~ and the runnel'S looK. for their pay not to the magistrates but, to the 
zemindars. 

9. In sdme districts of the North·west Provinces advantage has been taken of the recent 
settlement to take the management of the district dawks entirely out of the hands of the 
zemindars, and to commute the service they are obliged by law to render for a fixed sum, 
which they, have agreed in their cabooleuts to pay over and above the jumma of their estates. 
This sum is paid ointo the hands of the collector of each district, and by him transferred to 
the magistrate for the service of the district dawlt. From this fund, aided by receipts from 
district postage, the necessary establishment of peons is maintained. 

10. In other districts the service is performed, by. persons who are borne on the establish
ment as police' bUI kundazes, but in reality are runners employed on no other duty bllt to 
convey the district dawk. This is the case in some of the permanently settled districts of 
the province of Benares, where it has been found expedient. to discontinue the pl'actice 
sanctioned by law, as worse t~an useless, but where the zemindars. (and especially the 
Rajah of Benares) have not yet agreed to commute their service lor a money payment. 

11'. In six: of the districts of the Lower Provinces the magistrates have persuaded the 
zemindars to resign the management of the district da,wks, and agl'ee to a fixed assessment, 
fl')r the purpose of maintaining the necessary establishment of runners under the magistrates' 
control. In these districts the service is comparatively w~ll performed, but the permanence 
of the arrangement depends upon the pleasure of the zemmdars ; and, moreover, the assess
ment is levied, not upon the zemindars of the whole distl'ict, for whose benefit the dawks are 
kept up, but upon those zemindars through whose property the lines ofthanqah dawk road 
happen, unfortunately for them, to rUll. / I 

12. I consulted the magistrates onlle Lower Provinces as to the expediency of MakinO' 
the district dawks generally available for private correspondence, allowing persons to po;t 
letters at the several police stations, and authorizing the' village chowkedars to collect 
letters in their villages for despatch. by district dawk, as has been done in the North-west 
P.rovinees. Many of the magistrates t highly approved 9f the plan, and others were as 
strongly a\'erse to it, under the impression tbat if the duty of receiving and despatching 
private letters 'Vere imposed on the police, it would divert their attention f\'Om their proper 
functions, or at least afford them a plausible excuse for neglect. This incollvenience, 
however, has not been found to arise in the Ndrth-west Provinces, nor is it likely to be 
felt here, as it is not probable that more than 10 or 12: letters will be recei"ed at or de
spatched fa'om any thannah in any on~ day, and generally the number will be much less. 

13. The magistrates are generally favourable' to the, plan of taking the management of 
the dawks out of'the hands of the zemindars, and placing them under the direct control of a 
Government officer, the cost of maintaining them in each district being assessed on the 
revenue paying lands rateably to their jumma. The accompanying paper, drawn up at my 
request by Baboo PrClsunuocoomar Tagore, shows that such an alrangement would not be 
unacceptable to the zemindars themselves; and 'other native gentlemen I have consulted 
are of the same opinion. 

14. The district ~awks in the Madras and ~ombay Presidencies have been for some 
years open to the public; they are very extensively made use of, but it is not found that 
the duty of receh'ing and despatching private letters adds sensibly to the labours of the 
district officers, 01' renders 'it necessary to employ additional hands. The despatches, both 
public and- private, in those' Presidendes, ate carried by,peons on the police and revenue 
establishments. _, 

15. The foUowi'ng is the plan I propose- for p!~cing the' district dawks in Benial on a 
more efficient footing, and making them available for private correspondence; and would 
recommend that tha~ part of it which provides for the receipt and delivery of letters at the 
seve;'al. police stations, sliould be brought into operation at once, whether the measures I 
have suggested for improving the efficiency of the d~wks.be adopted 01' not. 

I 

Pr,oposed, !?Zan. , 
1. The magistrate of each district should determine the most convenient line of road from 

each thanllah and other police station, either to the Sudder station, 01' to some point from 
which there is a communication with the Sudder station by , post, and, also the most conve

nient 

• Cuttack, Tirhoot, Nuddea, Bhlillooa. Chittagong, Gwalpara.' 
t An abstract of the replies received from 'the magistrates is appended. 
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Dtient liDteds ,oft communication from ODe police station to' another. He should then fix the 
s ages a IS ances not exceedmg six miles and th t bl' h b 
line of road not exceed in:" two r t ' e es 8 IS ment to e entertained on each , .. unners a every stage. 

ze!inI~I~ ~~n~~ dis~~i~~ ~yhi: estabIis~~ent shho~l~. be assessed by the collector ,upon the 
d bI ' pf'r-cen oe on t elr "umma, and the amount thus assessed be 

ma e re~otVherad efilD the same l118!111er as arrears of revenue. For this e' law will be neces-
sary, an e ra t of such a law lS appended. 

h 3. T~r a~ount thus annu~l!y realized from the zemindars should be brought td credit in 
t e pu }c accounts, as ~ re«elpt of the, Post-office Department, under a se arate head, and 
held available for the mamtenance and Impl'OVement of the district dawk in ~ach district. 

4. In consideration of the support, de~ived from thilt source, no charge of osta e should 
be ma,de for any let~el' sent by the dlst1'Jct dawk beyond the charge that wo~d b! made on 
them If sent al!d delivered through the regular post. 

5. Stamped and unpaid cov,ers not exceeding twelve tolahs in weight should be received 
a~ hery ~annah and Jemadar s pharee, by the darogah or other authorized officer of police 
WIt out . em and 'of any payment whatever from the sender, and the village chowkedar~ 
and goralts should be authorized, in l*e manner, to receive covers in their sevel'al villaO'es 
and convey them to the thannah. <') , 

6" Such, covers, if intended for any place withi~ the same djst~ict should be forwarded if 
p'osslble, d,lrect to the thal!nah 'or other police,station nearest tQ th~ place of their desti~a
tlOn; but If there be no dIrect communication, they should be forwarded toooether with all 
covers intended fOl' other districts, to the, Post-officE: at the Sudder statio~. e 

7. All covers should be despatched on the day on which they are posted. 

8., A,ll cove~s despatche~ as ab~ve from any dis~rict dawk office should be enclosed in a 
ba~, wI~h a hll} or ch~l~an showmg the number of stamped and unpaid letters and news~ 
papers It contams. 

9. All covers received at any thannah or other police station should be delivered, without 
any delay, direct to the person addressed, or his servant or friend; or thl'Ough the chowkedar 
or gorait of the village in which he resides i or, to those who give written instructions to 
that ,effect, by' a hired messenger. ~ 

10. Unpaid covets should hOt be delivered until after payment of the postage due on 
them; and all postage realized on unpaid c'overs delivered through the district dawk should 
be remitted regularly every Saturday to the Sudder Post-office' • 

• 
11. All letters despatched to and received'from places either. within or, beyond the district 

should be ent~red in a'register, accordmg to the form an,nexed; and this register should be 
forwarded tq the Sudder ~ost-office at the end of each month for inspection and verification, 

12. Letter-boxes provided witli a slit sbouhl be placed conspicuously at each district dawk 
office, where they can be seen 'and easily 'reached. by pf'rsons passing by, and the words 
4C Letter Box" painted on them in' large chal'acters in the vernacular language. These 
boxes should be locked, and opened only at the time of de~l?atchi£!g the letters. 

I have, &c. 
C., Beadon, Commissioner. 

AN ACT for_ the better Management of !hannah or District Dawks in the Bengal 
, • Presidency. 

To facilitat~ communication between the magistrates' courts and the police stations in the 
interior of districts, it was enacted by Clause 4, Secti~n 10, Regul~tior1 XX. of 181? of the 
Benooal Code that" in cases where a thannah statIOn may be Htuated at a considerable 
{),~stl~nce fl'om'the route of the ~overnment ~awk, the magistrates! in communication with 
their police officers, shall establish dll:wk 'stations bet~een the tha~n~hs, or from the thanna~s 
to the magistrates' court, at proper distances, accol'~mg to local clJ'c~mstanc,es, but ,not III 
any instance exceeding five coss; and ,the land pr~prletors an~ ~drmers of lands, 61' theIr local 
manaooers shall be called upon to name and appomt the reqUIsite nnmber of peons or pykes 
<not b~ing villa~e watchmen} for the performance of t.his du~y." By the sam~ reg~l~tion land
holders and others were made liable, on proof of wIlful dlsl'egard ?f these prOVISIOns, to a 
fine not exceeding lls.IOO i and the dal'ogahs of pollee, ,,:el'e. reqUIred to see t~at the dawk 
is duly regulated, and that the peons ~r pyke~ are mamt~med a~ the appomted stages. 
"These provisions have been in some cases mopel'a~lve, the magIstrat~s orders and the thannah 
reports beinoo frequently ('onveyed by the mfenor officers of, pohce; and they have, been 
,altogether in~flectual to provide fol' the, speedy ~nd ~egular. c0D:ve:>:ance ?f the pubhc de
spatches insomuch that it has been found expedient ID certam districts, WIth ~he consent of 
the zemi~dars, to commute the service required of them f?r a fixed payment m JD:0ney, ~nd 
to' organize an establishment for the conveyance of the publIc despa,tches under the Immediate 
,d',' d ontrol of the magistrate. In the North-west Provinces, the thannah dawks 
~~~c ~ 
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have also been made available by an order of the Government fOf the conveyance of private 
correspondence. For the p~rpose. therefore! of placing these d.awks generally on. a more 
efficient footing, anti rendenng them conduCive as much as possible to the conveDlence of 
the publi~, it is en~cted as follows: 

1. Section 10, Regulation XX. of 1817 of the Bengal Code, in so far as it requires land
holders or other~ to ap,point peons or py~es for. the conveyance of the pu!>lic despatches 
between the maglstra.tes courts and the pohce statIOns, and bet ween OD~ police station and 
anot~er, a,nd renders them liable to punishment for omitting to do so, is repealed. 

2. It shall be lawful for the magistrate of any district to determine the lines of road in his 
district on which a district dawk shall be maintained, and to entertain and appoint writers, 
peons, runners, boatmen and other persons necessary for. carrying on the service thereof, and 
to declar~ the amount of remuneration which su'ch persons shall receive. . 

.3. The collector of any distri~t, on receiving from the magistrate a schedule showing the
amount annually required for maintaining the district dawk in the manner ab"ove describecf, 
shall assess the same once for all on ~e. lands within the said district payin~ revenue to 
Gotrel1lment tateablY1iccording· to thelf Jumma; and the amount so assessed shall, when 
confirmed by the Board of Revenue, be a fixed annual charge on such lands, and shall be 
recovered in the same manner as arrears of revenue: Provided that the amount so assessed 
on any lands shaU not be liable to be enh:mced at any future time. 

4. It shall be lawful for the Governor-general.of India in Council to frame rules for the· 
management of all or any zeruin~aree, thannah or. other district dawks, and to declare fro m 
time to time what portions of any Act or Acts in force for the management of the Post-office
shaH be appli<;able to such dawks, and to persons employed in connexion therewith. . 

C. Beadon, Commissioner. 

COPIES; 
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COPIES of REPORT from B I . E . enga respecting LECTRIC TELEGRAPHS; and of 
DESPATCHES from the COtlR'!' of DIRECTORS, sanctioning the Establishment 
of ELECTRIC' TELEGRAPHS in India. 

HOME DUA.RTM:£NT. 

No. 22 of 1852. 

To the Honour~ble the Court of Directors of the East India Company. 
Honourable Sirs, 

WE have the honour to transmit the accompanying Report from the Govern
men~ of Bengal,. announcing the completi6n, by Dr. W. B. O'Shaughnessy, of 
the hne of electnc telegraph fr~m Calcutta, to Kedgeree, together with Ii Minute 
recorded by t~e most Noble tlie.Qovernor of Bengal, recommending that, in 
acknowledgment {)f the merits and services of·this officer, a reward of Rs.20,000 
should be assigned to him. That, with reference to the' success which has attended 
this experimenta~ line.,. your honourable Court should be solicited to authorize 
the immediate commencement of a: line or lines from Calcutta to Agra, Bombay, 
Peshawur and Madras, either simultaneously, or in the order set forth, and that 
to expedite and facilitate this object, Dr. O'Shaughnessy should be specially 
deputed to England, in order that he may lay before your honourable Court 
every information that may be needed, and at the same time have an oppor
tunity of making himself acquainted with the systems prevailing in England, 
-on the Continent, and, if thought advisable, i~ America also. 

2. We concur in the views and approve of the suggestions made by the most 
Noble the Governor of Bengal, and have authorized the payment to Dr. 
O'Shaughnessy of the sum of Rs.20,000, as a reward. for his services in con
ducting this important experi~ent, th?se services havmg been ;endered gra
tuitously. As, from the enunent sklll, care and economy eVInced by Dr. 
O'Shaughnessy, we consider him to be better qualifi~d than any other p~rson ~o 
be entrusted with the superintendence ,of the electnc telegraph. ~peratlo~ UI. 

India, we have pommunicated our entire approval of the propOSItIon; to ~hre~t 
thai officer to proceed immediately to ~ngland, for tpe purposes explmt;ted m hlS 
Lordship's Minute; and we feel confident that your honour~ble C~urt WIll protect 
Dr. O'Shaughnessy from .all pecU?iary .toss, by the n~cesslty whl~h the rules of 
the service impose for hIS vacatmg hIS present appomtments of Deputy Assay 
Master and Chemical Examiner. 

Fort William,. 
23 April 1852. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) .Dalhousie. 
F. Currie. 
J. Lou,'es. 

From Dr. W.B. 0' Shaughnessy, Superintendent Electric Telegraph, to J.P. Grant, 
E S t t the Government of Bengal; dated 30 March 1852. sq.,. ecre ary 0 . 

Sir, . . h of the most Noble the Governor of Bengal, I have 
IN obedIence to t~e WIS es . Re ort showinO' the present state of the lines 

the honour to submIt the followmg d E l'n operation the working and results 
of electric telegraph now construc~e an .Ince the offi~es have been opened for 
f th f respondence muse SI . d o e system 0 cor . d 'n all branches of the undertakmg, an the 

actual business, the expenses I?-curre d information on the construction of lines 
bearings of our present expenencBe an

b 
and Madras. 

to the North-western Provmce~, . om ay. . Th 

Si· 
. 3 L 4 . 2. e 
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2. The lines now in actual use for public business are-

1. Calcutta to Diamond Harbour, direction N. and S. -
2. Bishtopore to Moyapore, meeting No.1 half way, direc-

tion E. and W. - - - - - - -
3" Kookroohattee to Kedgeree, inchip.ing the Huldee River, 

4,200 feet broad 

30 miles. 

11 " 
25 

" 
66 miles. 

The lines ready for use,:II: when the crossing of the River H90ghly has been 
permanently effected, are-

4. Diamond Harbour to Kholakbah 3t miles. • 
5. Buffaloe Point to Kookroohattee 1 

" 6. Tarapooka extension line on Kedgeree side -
7. Hooghly River - - - - -

10 " 
11 " 

16 miles.-

'TOTAL Lines - 82 miles. 

Description. 

3. The Calcutta and Diamond Harbour line runs from Chand Pal Ohaut, 
Calcutta, to the Post-office and Semaphore building at Diamond Harbour. 

4. There is one conductor of ~":inch iron laid under-ground, in a .cement of 
melted rosin and sand (in the manner minutely described in a former Report), 
from Chand Pal Ghaut, by the course, across the Meidra, over Alipore Bridge, 
through the populous bazars and suburbs of Alipore, Bursia and Beyla, through 
the mission station of Thakoorpookur to Rajmoolla Chuck, a village on the 
causeway, where the over-ground system commences. The iron rod is thence 
extended through Kurreebarra, Bistopore, Rajhat and Sursya to Diamond Har
bour, on bamboo poles 15' feet high, coated with coal-tar and pitch, and 
strengthened at variable distances by posts of saul wood, teak and iron wood from 
Arracan-all under observation, with reference to the comparative effects of the 
weather, wet earth,-insects, &c., on the several kinds of timber employed. To 
these posts the iron rod is screwed by powerful iron clamps. 

5. At Bishtopore, half way, this line is divided at a central bUI1galQw, where the 
Moyaporet branch meets that from Calcutta at a right angle. The line to Moy
apore is constructed over-ground in the same manner as that just described; but 
there being no road, it runs on the footpaths in use between the island villages, 
and crosses for some miles through rice swamps, jeels and creeks, on which no 
road or embankment or bridge exists. Much of this line was constructed during 
the rains, the welding of the iron rods having been done in canoes: . 

6. The country between the two stations is, in fact, a lake from June /;0 

December. I purposely selected this troublesome and objection?-ble line, on the 
,principle wllich I have all through this undertaking been guided by, that of 
encountering the greatest difficulties first, so as to know the worst at once. 
Expense and labour thus incurred lead clearly to economy and facility in the 
construction of other and more important lines. 

7. The lines of conductor from Diamond Harbour to Kola Khali, Buffaloe 
Point to Kookroohattee, Kookroohattee to Kedgeree, and the extension by Tara
pooka Ghant, are allover-ground, on bamboos, with eight to ten substantial saul, 
teak or iron wood posts to the mile; these provided with strong binding screws. 
These lines are all erected on the pathwa'ys provided for the dawk runners, or on 

the 

• Now open (29th March 1852).-(Signed) W. B.'O'S. 
t Moynpore, a corresponding station on the river side, 8 frequented anchorage, powder mngazine~ 

&c., and close to the plnce where the ~ombay mails cross the.river. 
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the ~ank~ of the rivers. The Huldee River crosses the Kedgeree line half way, Crosses Huldee 
varymg III bread~h from 4,2~0 to 5,800 feet, according to, the season. A gutta ~iver at Kedgeree 
pe;ch?- covered wIre,. secured!n the angles of a chain cable, IS laid across and under Blde. 
thiS rIver. The chal? cable IS fo~nd ~o afford perfect protection against the grap-
nel~ of the heayy native boats which mcessantly pass up and down, 'and which, 
oWlJ;lg to the vlOle!lce of the ~urrents and the danger of the quicksands, are com-
pelled to drag theIr anchors when they move at particular times of the tide. 

8.· The over-~round lines above specified differ totally from ,those in use in No wires used OD 
Engl~nd, .Amerlca, or any other country, in the following most important points: our lines. 
no wire IS used; instead of wire I employ 8. thick iron rod i-inch diameter, 
weighing one ton to the mile (the heaviest wire used elsewhere is 1 cwt. to 
the mi~e). The use of these iron rods presents the following great advantages 
over WIre:-

1st. Immunity from damage, OJ: fracture by gusts of wind or ordinary Advantages in 
mechanical violence. In the hurricane of the 23d and 24th October, last using thick iroD 
year, not one of these rods was broken; while, in my own experimental line rhods j showfn2b3Yd 
f . d' h b k f h' urncaneo o wire constructe III 1839, every nort -wester ro e many 0 t e WIres. and 24.th October 

2d. If accidentally thrown down by the sliding of an embankment or any llist. 

other cause, these rods are not injured, although passengers, bullocks, buffa-
loes and elephants trample on them as th~y pass. 

" 3d. 'Tliey cannot be broken or bent without giving great trouble, and 
requiring the use of smiths' tools, so that, mere idlers do not meddle 
with them. 

4th. By their mass of metal they give so free a passage to our electric currents 
that no insulation is required. We attach the rods to our bamboos, posts, &c., 
without employing gla~s, porc.elain or ~ny othe~ non-co~ductor; yet throu~h 
these lines we work wIthout mterruptIOn, dUrII;lg tropical ~eluges ,of ram, 
with miniature batteries, consisting of a dozen cells of platmum WIres and 
zinc. This non-necessity for electric insulation further gives us great pro
tection against lightning. ~he moment rain falls we are almost safe, as the 
lightning which strikes the lIne escapes by the wet posts to the ground. 

5th. Again, our system differs from that adopted else~?ere by t~e r?ds No tensi.oD required 
being placed on the supports, without ?ccasi?n for th~ stram~ng and wmdl?g OD our hiles. 

, apparatus which must be employed with wires. ThiS tensl~n renders 'YIre 
incessantly liable to fracture, and occasions much expense III constructIOn, 
and much difficulty in repairs. A voiding this strain enables us to use bam
boos as our principal supports, which has special advantages, subsequently 
pointed out. . 

6th. The thick rods admit of rusting t? ta~e place to an e~tent which 
would be fatal to a wire line ~nless coated with zmc, a process which weakens 
the'wire and adds much to ItS cost. 

, '. b' l' t th se of rods' if Rods not more 7th In point of expense there IS no 0 ~ec IOn 0 e u ! costly than thin 
imported direct, they would not cost more than 101., s~y 100 rupe~s J'edrmlbl~. wires. 

Id" uarter more' that of carnage or tranSIt IS ou -
The cost of "ite 

Itg I:h~nl~~ter wire; hut all ,this included falls far ~e~ow 
lehss greatelrd tb an ornded on the winders, insulators, zincing, and strammg w at wou e expe . . 
posts absolutely necessary on a WIre hne. 

. . f . ds presents n'o practical difficulty is Welding of rods 
9 That the welding of the hnes 0 Iron 1"0 I . s ith one village forge no difficulty. • . e have on severa occaSIOn, w , 

sho'Yn' by our expe~lence ; Id:d u a mile of rods in a wor~ing day. Ihe rods 
carrIed ~y two, coolIes, w,e 200 f~et lengths of a central depot. 
are prevIously prepared, III • d tail 'because I attach great importance 

10. ~ have enumerated t~ese fa~tsfr:m ~hat 'of wires, and. most especially with 
to the Iron-rod syste~, as dI!feren f have to construct, hnes for general com
reference to its value III .Indlra. I we through a "howlina' wilderness," tenanted 
munication, our track wIll 0 ten run. human form' while on our best roads, 

' savages In , "11 k only br, wild beasts or mere bl' h t we may rest assured tliey WI ta e . r e esta IS lllen" I . even i we entertam a po I~ d' The lines must protect themse ves, or lD-
but slight troubles on their uties. 
cessant interruptions will take place. 3 M 11. I pass 
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11. I pass over with slight remark the damage done to wires, in my experi
ments in 1839, by birds and monkeys; whole swarms of crows, kites and fishing 
eagles may now be seen daily enjoying themselves on our lines through the 
swamps of the Diamond Harbour road; they cause us no harm, and we do not 
molest them; our correspondence flies through their claws without interception; 
but it has, happened on one occasion that a flash of lightning struck the wet rod, 
and killed some scores of its harmless incumbents. -

12. The use of the bamboo for supporting posts demands especial notice~ at 
first I only tried it as scaffolding, to be replaced by teak or saul posts; I did not 
supposeit possessed of sufficient strength or durability to be permanently employed; 
but the hurricaJ'!.e of the 23d and 24th' October exposed our lines to an ordeal I 
never expected they cpuld go through Q.nharmed: while trees, the growth of 
centuries, were uprooted, houses of solid masonry levelled with the ground, th€' 
country inundated, the " Precursor" and ." Powerful" steamers driven ashore, a 
fleet of ships and innumerable native craft wrecked or dismasted, not one of our 
posts was broken. If was the realization of the fable of the bulrush and the oak: 
the bamboo bent slightly to the hurricane, and rose erect when its violence had 
ceased. 

13. In point of durability, the bamboo may be open to objection; but this 
must be viewed with reference to prime cost, abundance and facility of supply, 
and degree of labour in construction, whatever timber be employed; now 100 
bamboos cost, carriage included, say Rs. 16; 100 saul posts of equal length, 
Rs. 300. The saul posts mqst be renewed in eight years, as shown by the 
present state and history of the palisades of Fort William. 

Rs. a. p. 14. Thus the comparative cost in eight years would be, 
Bamboos, 200 per mile ~ 32 as shown in the margin, Rs. 472 per mile in favour of the 
Renewed, say in every two I h b d h 1 h f 

years in eight years _ 128 bamboo. t s ould e ad ed, that t e ig tness 0 this kind 
Cost of saul posts, 200 at of posts, the abundance and ubiquity of its supply, the ease 

8 rupees - 600 - - with which 'it is worked, and the rapidity with which it is 
DiffeJ'enl.'e in favour of Bam· 1 d 11 . al d f h 1 al h I boos in one mile _ _ (72 J, :.. pace, are a practIc a vantages, 0 sue rea v ue t at 

, . am persuaded that were bamboos available in Europe, no 
other supports would be employed. . . 

QbjectiollSto Euro- 15. While the over-ground system, on the plan I hav~ followed, presents the 
;~::e~v:;iFtr:~!_ grea,t advantages of rapidity in construction, exceeding cheapness, and immunity 

. t~ined. from accident, from storms, lightning and wanton injury, to a degree I could 
scarcely have anticipated, I am bound to say that the objections I recorded in 
1850, in my Report to Government, to the European and American over-ground 
system, as advocated by Colonel Forbes, remain totally unaffected by the results 
now attained and described; but, were this otherwise, had it been that my 
former views were erroneous, it seemed to me that the moment I was entrusted 
with the construction of an experimental line, it became my paramount duty to 
dismiss every preconceived or controversial opinion, and apply myself to ascertain 
the method which would afford the cheapest, ~afest and quickest means for 
accomplishing the all-important object of telegraphic communication, totally 

Subterranean sys
tem indispensable 
in certain 10caJi-
ties; 

and affords great 
protection from 
lig·htning. 

Unusual frequency 
and severity of 
thunder-storms 
this month. 

leaving aside how far the results might establish or refute my previous opinions. 

16. But, notwithstanding the advantages thus set forth, there are many 
localities where the subterranean or subaqueous plan is indispensable; for instance~ 
through all populous towns and markets, across rivers too broad to be spanned 
from masts, and in the immediate vicinity of each corresponding station, where 
the subterranean position of a portion of the line constitutes the best of all pro
tections from the appalling dangers of the thunder-storms, so incessant and 
terrific for several months of the year in this country: the experience of the 
month now ending has afforded I?uch ~vidence as places this fact in the clearest 
light. 
. 17. Thunder-storms have been more frequent and more violent (rom the 1 st to 
~6th 9f March this year than has been the case in any thr~e months for the last 
Mteen years. During'these storms, flashes oflightning hav~ repeatedly entered 
our offices; but no injury nas been caused to any individual, and but one instru-
:inent has been' rendered unserviceable . 

. 18. In thus describ.ing, however, the immunity we have enjoyed, I by no 
means wish to assert that all risk has bee~ obviated~ The occupatio~ of a sig-

nallet' 
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naller has its perils; so has that of the soldier and sal'lor' lId' , t' h' h .' ,a we can 0 Iii to use every precau Ion w IC SCIence and experience teach us to adopt, 

River-c~ossing. 

1'9. In par~graph7, I have described the method by which the Huldee River, River-crossin s: 
4,20~ f~et wIde, has been su~cessfully crossed, and which is now in course of g 
apphcatlOn to the Hooghly RlVer, 6,200 feet wide, above Diamond Harbour. 

20 .. I have already, in sever,al previous Reports, referred to a great number of 
expenments ~ade. by my a~slstants ~d, myself on this very important point, 
Without ~ntermg mto detaIls too fatlgumg for a general reader, I have to state 
the followmg facts. 

21. The system alluded, ~o, i~ my Report to, the Military Board, dated 
20th Decemb~r 1849, conslstmg m, the use of.a repeating instrument on each With a repeating 
bank of the rIver, and a naked massIve rod across and below the water was tried instrument and 
,with success; ,but it was found ~hat the repeatin~ instruments req~ired to be naked rod, 
attended by skIlful and careful assI~tants, an,d that, m ,practice, such derangement . 
oc.curred as caused very frequent mterruptlOns, ThIS plan was accordingly set failed. 
asIde. , 

22. Again, a method of conveying signals across a broad river without any Without metallic 
metallic .conductor, using the water itself as the sole vehicle of the electric conductors i 
impulses, was tried, at great labour and at considerable expense, and signals were 
so conveyed across the Hooghly River in the month' of May last, for several days, 
at the line where the chain is ,now being placed, But it was ascertained that to not applicable in 
correspond bv th~s system required an enormous battery, of at least 300 cells, practice. 
and that the ~maintenance and working and current expense of this battery would 
cause such heavy outlay, and call for the application of such labour and skill, as 
could not be in practice devoted to any river-crossing, The system was accord-
ingly given up, after full and fair trial. 

23. Innumerable experiments were subsequently made on iron and copper wire Different kinds of 
ropes, insulated in different modes, pr?tected by spiral a!ld parallel coatings ~f conductors triad, 
iron wire and rods, In these experIments so many faIlures occurred, that It 
needed SQme perseverance to ar~ve at ,a successf~l issue, , This has been, I con 
ceive, attained; and I shall descrIbe, WIth all pOSSIble breVIty, the system I should 
now follow in future lines: • ' 

24 A copper wire covered with gutta percha (in England) forms the electric Chaill cable 8Y8-

. !., h' d' t I' ht th t it may be temfinallyadopted. conductor The WIre IS but 1 -me III lame er,. so s Ig a 
broken by the fingers; the gutta percha coating so soft that it can be cut through ' 
with the nail, and, moreover, liable to be (very slowly) a~ted up?n ~y water. 10 

'use this wire, so as to depend on our correspondence bel~g maI~tallled, we, myst 
protect the wire itself from all mechanical strains, ,and I~S C?atlllg from SImIlar 
in'ur ,and from the chemical agency of th~ water III whIch It has to, be pla~d: 
t~s latter object I accomplished by coverlllg the gutta, percha WIth a spIral ' . 
coatin of sheet lead, secured closely a!ld firmly by a spIral of tape, saturated 

'th g It d applied hot. ExperIments, now conducted for 16 m?nths, 
WI me e wax, ' , f' ar d expenences s'\low that in that time the gutta percha coatlllg 0 • a WIre .so prep e , 

h' f' ht and undergoes no chemIcal actIOn of any apprecIable no c ange 0 welg , 
amouJlt. . d' 

F h h' cal protection of that line I adopt two systems, aceor lllg 
25. or t e mee an! b crossed whether tidal and navigable by large 

to the nature of the nver to edeal with chiefly towards the North-west, n;arly 
vessels, or such as we have t~ £ the temainder only navigated by small craft, 
dry for a part of t~e year, an or 
llsing light anchorlllg tackle. ' , 

. " f the first kind across that rIver. I have ExperimenlB OD 

26. The Huldee RIver IS ,an msta~~e 0, copper wire insulated with wax the Huldee Rinr. 

laid successively fiye exp~rImen~ t~~::' a o:~tt~ percha coated wire, undefended; 
and tape; two, an Iron WIre rOJ?e, 'th 'def~nsive coating like that used between 
four, a gutta percha covered WIfe, WI utta ercha covered wire, secured in the . 
Dover and Calais; five, and las~Y'fia f seco~d, third and fourth were cut through Four lines cut, 

angles of a chain cable:, of ther"t e eri~Js varying froUl one to :,!O days. The last ~::~~h by natIve 
by the grapnels of natIve era t, In p '3 M 2 . , Ulode. 
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mode has proved successful. The chain tears away the grapnels which hook it, 
and the boatmen now give the .line a " wide berth." 

27. It is almost unnecessary to say t1].at the failure of the four first trials, made 
chiefly to ascertain how far a guard-boat could be depended upon for th.e defence 
of lines not mechanically or self-protected, caused considerable outlay, and gave 
me much anxiety, but the result now obtained is, I conceive, well worth the pre
vious cost. For all tidal rivers like the Huldee, navigated by native craft, under 

. 100 tons buithen, I conceive the chain system to be completely efficient. 

28. How far.the plan is applicable to a great river like the Hooghly, navigated 
by fleets of shipping of all tonnage, to 1,600 tons and more, and by heavy native 
craft, not under European officers, especially in the only locality where there is 
a chance of maintaining the line intact, remains to be decided by actual trial. 
That trial is now i:Q. progress.' 

, 
29. A chain of I-inch iron cable is being laid across, under the able manage

,ment of Mr. Wickham, the assistant harbour-master, by whom the chain was 
placed across the Huldee. The bed of the river being soft mud, the chain will, 
doubtless, sink in many places, so as to be below the reach of anchors when 
dragged across the line; but in some places it may not settle to this depth; and 
emergencies will arise in which ships must drag their anchors, and endanger the 
~ontinuity of the chain. 

30. To guard against this as far as practicable, a boat, under a European 
offi,cer, is stationed on the line; signal guns are fired from the Kookroohattee, 
whe!! vessels approach it; beacons have been erected at each side of the river; 
notices have been issued by the marine authorities to the pilot service, and circu
lated in Bengalli among, the native navigators. A semaphore mast is also being 
erected to carry on the communication with Diamond Harbour in case of casualty 
to the chaiJ?. Despite of all their precautions, this river-crossing must always be 
a source of anxiety, and a risk of interruption. 

A ~ne to Saugor 31. I now very much regret that the marine authorities, when duly consulted 
!ecommended prior to our selection of a line to the sea, objected ,to the route via Culpie and 
linstead of Kedgeree Saugor to the site 0'£ the new lighthouse, which I then wished to follow, and 

ne. which I believe they would now admit to have very great advantages over the 
All materials of Kedgeree line. It is satisfactory, however, to know, that should the chain fail 
Ke~gerr line us, as I believe it will, the whole of the telegraph rods, supports, &c., can be 
s:~:~ e for one to transferred in a few days to the Diamond Harbour side,' and may, in a month or 

. six weeks, be erected so as to afford a corresponding station at Culpie, and another 
at Saugor lighthouse. Culpie is a much-frequented a~chorage, is within sight 
of Rungafulla tidal semaphore, in correspondence with which it would transmit 
reports of great practical value on the depth of -water in the critical channels 

Great adVllntage of between that station and Kedgeree. An office at Saugor Point would give intelli
Saugor line. gence of arrivals often two days earlier than Kedgeree, would report vessels in 

distress, convey orders to outward-bound steamers and shipping, and communi
cate news and despatches of importance with very much greater facility and 
certainty than can be aC<lomplished via Kedgeree, where inward-bound vessels in 
the south-western monsoon seldom anchor, and 'scarcely communicate even their 
names before their arrival at Diamond Harbour. 

Would be obtained ,32. All these advantages would be gained at a reduction of our present 
. i:~~ ;~~i:gm:~th. establishment of the guard-boats and officers now entertained for the Hooghly 

. and -Huldee River lines, and llmounting. to about Rs.200 per mo~th. _ , 

33. In th~ opinion of the best judges, personj3 familiar with the river and with 
Saugor, there is no practical difficulty whatever in running the line along the 
edge of the island. Channel Creek is the onlv wide water crossing: this is 
nearly dry at ebb-tide, and is never kedged th~ough. There are several small 
creeks, but they present nO'impediment worth dwelling on, as they, as' well as 
Channel Creek, can be crossed with certainty and ease in the mode I shall now 
describe. 

34. The 
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34. The gutta percha 

covered wire, a a, coated 

with sheet lead and waxed 

.tape, b b, is surrounded 

transversely with rings 

cut out of iron wire, as 

shown in the margin, c ; 

parallel to the wire out

side the rings are then 

placed iron ro~s, each 

i-inch diameter, touch

ing each other, so as 

to form a bundle like 

the Roman fasces, dad; 

the length of these rods 

is rather greater than that 

of the river or creek to be 

crossed; the rods are then 

secured by transverse 

loops of iron, e. .. . 
"""li01l of d d. 

35. An experimental line of this kind has been tested at the Allipore iron bridge 
yard by every sort of mechanical trial far more severely than by any 5mpact or 
strain to which it possibly can be subjected in the rivers or creeks referred to, -and 
h~s most successfully withstood all attempts to injure it; it is as flexible as a 
WIre-rope of the same diameter. '. 

36. This is the,plan I would accQrdingly' follow in Channel Creek, or in the 
rivers between Calcutta and the North-west, such as the Soane, the Ganges, 
Jumna, &c., across which it can be placed with ease and certainty. In point of 
expense, it may be estimat~d at about Rs. 3,000 for the mile of river. 

37. The working of a line to Saugor 'Dill Culpie might be depended upon the 
whole year through as certainly as that of the line between Diamond Harbour 
and Calcutta is at present. Communication with Kedgeree mi~ht be maintained, 
if thought desirable, by semaphore; b~t the lumbering ineffiCIency of the sema
phore system gives it but a questionable shade of superiority over the dawk itself. 
I should not conclude the notice of this subject without alluding to the great Advantage of 
value the communication with Saugor would prove of in time of war, in the early Saugor line in ease 
receipt of intelligence and orders, and in the possible case of the approach of an of war. 
enemy's cruisers to the mouth of the river. 

38. I now proceed to consider the working and results of the system of corre
sponden!;e in use since the offices have been opened for actual business. 

39. This took place on the 4th of October, when the junction was completed System of cor
between the experimental station at Allipore and the new office at Chaudpoul :~spondence on the • 
Ghaut, Calcutta. Since that day four ofli~es have been regu~arly in correspo~d- mes. 
ence; namely, Calcutta, Moyapore and DIamond Harbour, WIth a: reserve station 
at Bishtopore; and since the ad February, two 'offices, Kedgeree and Kookroo-
hattee, have been open on the Kedgeree line. - • • 

40. From the 4th of October till the 5th of December the line was worked, and l!1telligence pub
shipping intelligence printed ~nd circulated gr~tuitously, with the view of sa~is- ~::;e~ four times 
fying the lllercantile commumty as to the effiCIency of the correspondence which y 
could be carried on by its means. This done, the semaphore between Calcutta 
and Diamond Harbour was abolished on the 5th of December. 

87. 3 M 3 41. From 
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41. From that day till this date I am happy to say no interruption whatever 
has taken place in our correspondence, a result the mor~ important as such i~ter
ruptions are of very frequent occurrence and long duration on the European hnes; 
where'the weather is often blamed for what I believe to be the fault of the instru
ment and persons employed in the offices. 

42. Night correspondence has, in a grea( number of urgent cases, been carried 
on with a certainty and rapidity which I did not myself anticipate. The signal
.boys sleep in the instrument rooms, where an alarm is set: when thoroughly 
awakenM (not an instantaneous operation with a sleepy schoolboy), correspond
ence proceeds as if by day. As an instance of what has been done in this way, 
I may adduce a visit by the Superintendent of Marine, Captain Rogers, to the 
Calcutta office, about 11 P.M., on the night of the 14th February, to learn if the 
" Phlegethon" steam vessel had landed the King of Ava's letter at Diamond 
Harbour: in four minutes the answer was obtained from that station, althougb 
all the signallers were in bed and asleep when Captain Rogers came to the office. 

43. The degree of confidence reposed in th~ office by the'pu,blic is such as to 
surprise us all: messages on banking business, law matters, opium speculations, 
domestic concerns, &c., many being of a strictly secret nature, have been 
entrusted to us; and in no case have I had reason to find fault with our em
ployts for any indiscretion. 

44. On one occasion two individuals were, on the same day, sending orders to 
their agents at Kedgeree, one to arrest a ship, the other to despatch it with all 
possible speed: neither party could obtain any information as to the despatch 
sent by the qther, although the attempt was made by both to penetrate the 
secret. 

45. Our pecuniary returns are threefold greater than I anticipated: I stated 
that Rs. 200 a month might be expected; over Rs. 600 are now constantly 
realized; and that this amount will be much increased when either the Kedgeree 
or, Saugor line can be depended upon .for continuous correspondence, I think 
'cannot admit of reasonable doubt. 

46. Besides the messages from private individuals, the telegraph is daily had 
recourse 

* December 1851. 
Private messages sent and received 
S'u~scripti0!ls for circulars - -

January 1852. 
Private messages BeRt and received 
Subscriptions for circulars -

February 1852. 

Private messages sent and receiyed 
Subscriptions for circulars 

Average of three months 

t December 1851, 
Service messages sent and received 
Circulars at pro flrmd charge 

January 1852, 
'Serville messages sent and received 
Circulars at proforma cltarge 

February 1852. 
Service messages sent and received 
Circulars at proforma charge 

Average pel' month. 

R,. a. p. lU. Il. p. .. -, 116' 13 -. 429 10 6 
--- 546 7 6 

- 257 12 -- 474 9 3 
732 5' 3 

- 148 4 -

• - 488 - -
-- 636 4 -

TOTAL - ,. ,. Co.', Rs. 1,915 - 9 

.. 

TOTAL 

Rs.638 5 7 

R,. a. p. 
• 185 15 

96 -

- 301 14 -
96 - _ 

- 450 
96 

Rs. a. p. 

281 15 -

397 14 -

546 - -

- Co:, Rs. 1,226 13 -

Rs.408 15 -
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recourse to for reports and 'intelligence, and orders to and from the Marine 
Depart~en.t for reports to the superintendent of salt chokies and other public 
ahuthorlties; and th.e aggregate of such communications, charged, pro forma, at 
t e same rate as prlvate messages, shows that the work done by the office is a 
direct profit to Govemment~ even in this incipient stage of our operations. 

4'7. On the Kedgeree line two stations are maintained, Kookroohattie and 
Kedgeree; and whenever any despatch of importance is transmitted from 
Kedgeree, a boat takes it from Kookroohattie to Diamond Harbour. The neces .... 
sity of this will cease when the chain ~ine is laid across; and it is then more than 
probable that the Kookroohattie station may be·abolished. 

48. The" establishment entertained to work these lines, with six corresponding 
offices, required by the exigencies of as many river stations, is composed of the 
individuals named in the accompanying List (B.), at the salaries specified, in all 
amounting to Rs. 867. 

49. On this establishment* there are many extra hands and probationers enter- Establishment or 
tained, with reference to the exceeding unhealthiness of some of the out-stations, signallers required. 
and to protect· the public against 'interruption by misconduct on the part of the 
lads themselves. Were they to suppose we could not do without them, as would Necessity for 
be the case had we barely the number required, it would need but slight tempta- nhumderous ehxtra 
. . d h d .. I . d bl b' lin s on t eBe tion to In uce t em .to esert us at crltica tImes, an to trou e us y Importu- lines 

nate demands for increase of allowances. 'Vith a few extra hands, I can admo- . 
nish, fine and punish at discretion, and provide for absence through sickness, 
thereby ensuring efficiency; while, with a smaller number, I 'could not venture 
on the system of discipline I now rigorously adopt, nor supply substitutes for those 
disabled by the fevers which prevail at all the out-stations. 

50. The proficiency of the youths in correspondence daily improves. Up to Rate o~signa1ling. 
this time I prevent the use of abbreviations, and cause each word to be spelt in 
full, with reference to the youth and inexperience of some of our signallers, and 
the paramount importance of avoiding mistakes in correspondence; with our 
senior lads, the rate of signalling and reading, now equals that on the English 
lines; and when I feel myself warranted in permitting the use of abbreviations, 
our work will equal that of the American offices. 

51. I would here advert briefly to certain statements which from time to time Fllllaciousstate-· 
astonish the public, respecting the despatch of several hundred words in a minute menta regarding 
by means of telegraph machines and electric currents. The thing is possible in i~t!!S on other 
two rooms of the same house, or even on an extended line when insulated by mes. 
absolute dryness of the air, or by the whole of the lines being encased in ice in 
the depth of an American winter; but the possibility exists only for the work of 
a few minU:tes, when these deceitful and complicated instruments are certain to 
become disordered. We II}ay, I consider, deem ourselves fully efficient if we 
work in India as well as they do on the great English lines; and this condition 
I may fairly say we have already attained. I therefore dismiss all considerations 
of the elaborate toys to which I ailude, which, however creditable to the skill of 
the constructor, !lre practically but of insignificant value, and most certainly, [or 
reasons to be adduced in another place, can ne"ler be m,ade use of on Indian 
lines.' • 

52. I now proceed to notice, succinctly, the instruments in use in all our 
stations. " 

53. I had in 1839 ascertained, by experiments on ~ very large s~ale, !hat !o Instrum~nts used 
maintain electric correspondence in India woula re.q~Ire great .modI~catlOns In on our IIDe8. 

the instruments used elsewhere, owing to the prodIgIOUS electrlc eXCItement. of 
the atmosphere, of such frequent occurrence, and to' many other causes which 
I have det,ailed in p.revious Reports. 1 

53}_ According y, 

• Establishment for December 1851 
Ditto for Januliry 1852 
Ditto, - f'or February 1852 -

Rs. Il. p. 
829 1 

- 826 2 3 
~ 874 10 8 

Rs. 2,529 13 11 
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Necessity for using 53!. Accordin.gly, on organizing experimental correspondence for our lines, 
simplest possible I speedily found that, unless the instruments could be r~duced to such i1 condition 
instruments. of s?nplicity ~hat when derange~ they could be set pght by mere schoolboys, 

and without the aid of fl. mechanIC, regular and sustaIned correspondence would 
be totally impracticable. 

54. To explain this, it is'sufficient to state that, in all our lines running north 
and south, there is a natural current of el~ctricity continuously flowing; that this 
current derailges the polarity of our needles, confers permanent polarity on soft 
iron, and produces chemical stains on prepared tissues: these facts suffice to show 
to t~ose who have studied this subject, that no matter what instruments we use, 
whether Englishr American, or of our own invention, these must be constantly 
liable to derangement; and this irrespective of the sudden violence of the furious 
thunder-storms Qccurring ,so frequently at particular seasons .. It follows, that at 
each station, if we use complex instruments, we should provide several of them, 
or at least supply them in duplicate, with a skilful mechanic to take charge or 
and adjust them, or else we must make instruments. of such thoroughly simple 
forms that our boys can do this for themselves. 

55. There being no mechanics out of Calcutta, and here but iwo skilled in 
such'handicraft, I was driven step by step to discard every screw and lever, and 
pivot and foot of wire, !:uid frame-work aI;1d dial, without which it was practicable 
to work. I accordingly and successively tried and dismissed-the English vertical 
astatic needle telegraph, the American dotter, and several contrivances of my 
own invention, Inost skilfully constructed by Mr. Cri.ble, of Qalcutta. Every 
thunder-stopn put the astatic needles hors de combat, by deranging the polarity 
of one or both the needles. The American temporary magnets became perma-, 
nently polarized, and ceased to actuate the markers. At length, by August 1851, 
when incessant interruption of this kind had almost driven me to despair, I con
trived the little single needle horizontal telegraph, now in use in all our stations, 
and with which we work in all weathers without danger of interruption. It 
sometimes becotnes disordered, as every instrument must, but it is changed or 
replaced, "or cured," in a few seconds by the signallers on duty, and if totally 
destroyed is but the loss of .Rs. 3, the cost at which the instrument is made by 
the boys themselves, including their profit on the construction. 

Effects ofIigbtning 56. There is on the table before me, while I write, one of these instruments, 
a,t Bistopere sta- which was in use on the evening of the 21st March, .Sunday, at the Bistopore 
tionon 21st Marcb. station, at half-past 8 P. M., during a terrific north-wester: a flash of lightning 

struck the line, traversed the instrument, made its wires red· hot, and melted 
their ends into beads. In less than two, minutes, Charles Todd, the signaller on 
duty, had placed another coil in gear, and reported by telegraph to Calcutta 

, what had taken place in his office. 

Alarm apparatus. 57. The same simple apparatus, slightly modified; attached to a" Sam Slick'· 
clock, causes this to ring incessantly by night when an alarm is to be conveyed. 

58. The reverser or director, by which the battery currents are transmitted, has 
equally undergone simplification and improvement in point of solidity and 
strength, until it now totally differs from any instrument of the kind used 
elsewhere . . 

59. A battery of 12 to 20 pieces of platinum wire, with zinc plates, suffices to 
work our lines and instruments through the heaviest rain and most violent 
storms. . 

60. To all our telegraphs and alatms a lightning conductor is attached, of the 
simplest conceivable construction, by which a flash entering the station will, "in 
nearly all cases, pass off without injury to anything beyond the' fusion of the • 
ends of the fine wire of the instrument in use. This lightning conductor is, in 
principle and construction, totally different from those used elsewhere.· I at first 
employed the kind known as " Walker's" on the English lines, but discarded 
them as too complex Itnd expensive for use in a country where every thunder-
storm would" expend them" iq dozens: " 

Total cost orin-. 61. In fine, w~ can now provi~e all our stations with complete sets of instm
struments for one ments of every kmd, battery, reverser, telegraph and alarm, with a dozen reserve 
.taUon not BI.I0~. telegraphsl. for less than Rs. lOO, 1 need say nQthing to point out the import-

ance 
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ance of this fact, when we have to provide for the 'numerous offices which must 
before lopg be organized in this country. 

62 .. I have'nex~ to sh.?,! the. to~al exp~nses i?curred up to this time in the con. Total expenditure 
structIOn ~f. the hne, dlstmgu~shmg thIS specially frqm the cost of experiments. on lines. 
of the trammg school for pupIls, office-rent, furniture instruments for meteoro-
logi.cal observatio~s, mays, books, clocks, erection 'of 'bungalows for some out-
statIOns; also settmg aSlde the value of articles lent from the arsenal and naval 
s~ores, such as two chain cables, tents, wax powlins, a brass six-pounder gun for 
signal~, a semaphore mast, so~e meteorological. instruments, telescopes, &c.; las~ly, 
stores In h3;nd are taken credIt for at cost pnce. All this duly considered, the 
accompanymg sketch acCount shows the cost of construction of 11 miles subter-
ran~an an~ 69 miles over-ground l~e. independent of river-crossings,. to have 
amounted to Rs. 36,201. 7. 11., bemg at the rate of Rs.452.. 8. 3. per mile. 

63. The detailed accounts * have been submitted to the Military Board up to 
31st December 1851, and to the Accountant Government of Bengal to 31st October 
1851, leaving only Rs.6,777. 1. 2. unadjusted;ofwhich the accounts are in prepara
tion, and will be sent in as sOOn as practicable; meanwhile the accompanying 
statement may be fully depended upon within a margin, which cannot influence 
any question of importance. ~ 

64. It will be remembered that the above result ~f Rs.452. 8. 3. per mile, 
although Rs. 297~ 7. 9. below my estimate of Rs."750 for any line under 100 
miles, is still far above what the cost of future single lines will be. Many failures 
and mistakes. have been :made and paid for heavily; but they have led to this 
point, that I am enabled confidently to undet:take the construction of future over. 
ground lines at the rate of Rs. 350 per mile for a single, Rs.550 for a double line, 
river-crossings and erection of offices being a separate charge. 

65.' A single ,line to the North-west or Madras would amply suffice for the Expense oflines to 
transmission of Go-vemment despatches; if led through the valley of the Ganges, North-west or 
with offices at all the large cities, a double line would be required for the wants Madras. 
of the community as well as of Government. , , 

66. From the experience of the home and American systems, I am of opinion Offices n;quired in 
that an office or station should be provided at every 100 miles, in order to secure 1,000 mlles. 
correspondence in all weathers. The cost of each office would average Rs. 500 
a month rent, and, current expenses included, say Rs. 5,000 a month as the cost 
of correspondence on it line of 1,000 miles. 

67. I believe that, without clashing with the Government work, the 10 stations 
thlIs con,templated would, on the North-west trunk road line, pay a very consider-
able sum for the transmission of private business, provided the system be adopted 
of making a low and uniform charge (for each message of 16 words, of two 
syllables each, one rupee), irrespective of the distance to which the message is sent. 

68. With a double line along the valley of the 'Ganges to Allahabad and vid A double line must 
Agra to Bombay, at a cost of Rs.550 per mile, and embracing 25 s~tions, I yield a large prolit. 
consider it beyond all doubt that not only would every expense be paId, but a 
large .net profit be ensured. 

69. It is not alone the great Iltations on the line itself, but every place of 
importance within, say, 100 miles of the line. at each side would be ~r~ught 
within a day's correspondence of all the statIons; the two great termml and 
centre, say Calcu,tta, Bombay and Agra, included. 

70. On the cost of construction of such great lines, and of providing these with 
"apparatus, the expense of their establishment and working, there can b~ no 

uncertaInty. 

, " 

• Received from the General Treasury -
Ditto by sale of materials, &.~. 

Accounts submitted to the Military Board -

.. 
Rs. 

- 51,507 
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Rs.6,777 
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1 8 
3 1 
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3 7 
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uncertainty. The Diamond Harbour- and Kedgeree lines have answered every 
question of this kind. The time required for construction has been rendered 
equally certain. AJlowed eight months for importation and collection of mate
rials, their distribution on the line, and all other P!eliminary arrangements, three 
'or c::ven five miles a day could be easily constructed from the commencement of 
operations. 

:71. But to ensure the economy and despatch above described, iron rods and 
such material must be procured in the English market, not at the ruinous and 
extortic,mate rates which prevail in Calcutta whenever purchases are made on 
Government aCcou~t. 

72. Having already, in my letters of the 10th and 13th February, adverted to 
my own position in cop.nexion with the' experiments and the construction of.the 
lines now in operation, and referring to these letters f9r the discussion of many 
mattets with which I am unwilling to encumber this Report, I have, in conclusion, 
to solicit the indulgent consideration of Government for such imperfections as they 
may deem to exist in the results of my experiments. I have never been in a 
telegraph office elsewhere, and I have had no one to refer to here for advice in 
any doubtful case. Whatever has been done lias, moreover, been accomplished in 
the hours snatched with difficulty from the laborious duties of the Assay Office, 
in which I well knew that not even the semblance of the slightest remissness 
would be passed over without severe animadversion by the Mint committee. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) W. B. O' Shaughnessy, ' 

Superintendent Electric Telegraph. 
Calcutta, Electric Telegraph Office, 

30 March 1852. 

(True copies.) 
(signed) J. W. Dalrymple, 

Under-Secretary to Government of Bengal. 

.MINUTE by the most Noble the Governor of Ben9al; dated the 14th April 1852. 

1. DR. W. O'SHAUGHNESSY has submitted his last Report, announcing the 
comptetion of the line of electric telegraph from Calcutta to Kedgeree. In all its 
parts, as well as in that portion of the line which is carried under-ground ,M in 
that which, is conducted, after the European manner, on posts, its success has been 
comp~ete. Neither the heat nor the rains, neither-the violent atmospheric influ
ences, nor the thunder-storms and hurricanes to which it has been exposed during 
the past twelvemonth, in a degree which will probably never be exceeded, have 
interrupted the full and continuous working of the line. Even the more difficult 
object of carrying the wire in safety, across the Hooghly, where it is so liable to 
injury by the shipping, appears to have been fully accomplished. A mechanism 
and a system, both admirable for their simpliGity, and therefore doubly valuable 
in India, and under the circumstances in which the telegraph will be worked, 
have been devised and brought into operation. An establishment of young lads 
has been trained, and has cond\lcted the duties hitherto with regularity, and to 
the satisfaction of the Government and of the public. 

'Financially, the experiment may be regarded as quite successful. The monthly. 
charge amounts to Rs.925, while the receipts from private parties exceed RS.916; 
leaving the whole of the Government corr~spondence conducted almost without 
charge. 

In like manner it appears from Dr. O'Shaughnessy's letters, that the entire line, 
80 miles in iength, has been constructed for a sum lower than the estimate by 
Rs.13,000. 

2. I have visited the line, and, in' common with hundreds of others, can bear 
teptimony to the beautiful simplicity of the work, to the regularity of its opera
tions" and to the perfect success of it as a national experiment of the highest and 

most 
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most immediate moment to the interests of India. In truth, the best of alrtesti
mony is borne to it by the periodical delivery every three hours during each day 
of intelligenCe from each 'station between Calcutta and Kedgeree, up to the hour 
at which the intelligence is delivered here in Calcutta. -

3. These are'admirable and most valuable results; and I believe I am doing no 
more than expressing the universal opinion of the community when I say, that 
for them the Government of India is indebted to the ability, the undaunted 
energy, the perseverance and skill of Dr. W. O'Shaughnessy. He has accom
plished the whole, unaided, within a comp~ratively short time, in the midst of 
other imperative duties, .and without any remuneration whlltel'er. 

4. I am of opinion that for these things Dr. O'Shaughnessy de~rves the highest 
approbation and substantial 'Ql'oofa 'If the gratitude of th~ Government he has 
served so well. • . 

If it were in my power, as Governor of Bengal, to confer upon Dr. O'Shaugh-
. nessy a reward adequate to his claims, I should hasten to do so lJ.t once; but 
adverting to what I conceive to be the immense value of the success which he 
has achieved, to the economy with which he has worked, to the anxiety and 
responsibility of his task, and to the absence of all remuneration since he com
menced his labours, I consider him to be entitled to a richer acknowledgment 
than I am competent to bestow. 

I beg leave, therefore, in the most earnest language, to recommend to the 
Government of India, that it should direct to be paid to Dr. O'Shaughnessy, for 
what he has already accomplished in the success of the experimental line, the 
sum of Rs. 20,000. 

5. The complete success of the experimental line has added intensity to the 
ardent desire I have entertained, ever since the first report on the subject was 
submitted, to see the main line of electriC' telegraph between Calcutta and Pesha
wur, Bombay and Calcutta, Madras and Calcutta, fairly commenced before I 
quit India next year. 

6. The vast advantages of such a communication, if feasible, are apparent at a 
glance. The experimental line has shown not only that it is feasible, but that it 
may be made easy of accomplishment, rapid in execution, cheap of construction, 
a~d profitable in its returns. 

7. If additional, proof of its political'value were required, it would be found in 
.recent events, when the existence of an electric telegraph would have gained for us 
days when even hours were precious, instead Qfbeing dependent for the conveyance 
of a material portion of our orders upon the poor pace of a dak foot-runner. , 

8. Since, then, the early establishment of the electric telegraph is all-important 
alike to the Government and to the commu~ity in India; since it has been shown 
to be practicable, safe, cheap and profitable; I entJ:eat the Government of India to 
second with ~ll its authority my most urgent solicitation to the Honourable Court 
of Directors, that they will authorize the immediate construction of a line or lines 
from Calcutta to Agra, to Bombay, to Peshawur, and to Madras, either simul
taneously, or As soon as possible, in the order in which they are placed in my list. 

9: Relying confidently on the acquiescence of the Government of India in this 
request, I would beg to offer some suggestions for expediting the submission of 
the question to the Court, and for giving effect to its consent, which I am satisfied 
will not be withheld, so soon as the Court shall be convinced of the correctness 
of the results we are now about to lay before them. 

Every thing, all the world over, moves faster nowadays than it' used to do, 
except the transactions of Indian business. . 

What with the numbers of functionaries, boards, references,' oorrespondences, 
and several governments in India; what with the distance. the reference for fur
ther information made from England, the. fresh correspondences arising from that 
reference, and the consultations of the several authorities in 'England j the pro
gress of any great public measure, even when all are equally dispose4 to promote 
it, is often discouragingly slow. • 

10. in the present instance; the inconveniences usually felt in this ~ountry 
Jlave been obviat~d by causi~g Dr: Q'Shaughnessy to communicate direct with 

87- 3 0 ' t4e 
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the Government of Bengal: his Report of the completion of the line has thus been 
, considered by the local government without delay, and I trust it will be speedily 

forwarded to the Court by the Government of India. 

11. I am very desirous of endeavouring to expedite and facilitate its considera~ 
tion by the authorities in England. 

To that end I beg leave respectfully to recommend to the Governor-general in 
Council, that DrA)'Shaughnessy should be directed to proceed to England at 
once, simultaneously with the transmission·of the Report. 

His presence will 'e~able him to give every information to the H~nourable 
Court respecting the system he has established, and its operation. His acco,unts 
will enable the Court to test the estimates for, the extension of these lines, by 
examination of past expenditure. ,All necessity for references to India will be 
removed, and the Court will be in a condition to pronounce its decision at once. 

12. I have already stated, that I cannot doubt that the decision' of the Court 
will sanction the work. In that vase, . Dr. O'Shaug~nessy's presence in England 
'Will be of great additional value .. With the sanction and under the directions of· 
the Court, he will be l!ble to direct the preparation of materials for the electric 
line on very favourable terms, and with. that speed alid in those quantities which 
9.1011e will lead to a -speedy establishment of the whole line. This could not be 
effected in India. 

13. As I cannot doubt that, if the line be carried on, the past serviees of. 
Dr. O'Shaughnessy will entitle him, in the eyes of the Government, to be selected 
fol' the superintend~nce or the larger work, his visit to England will be further 
valujl,ble by giving him the opportunity of becoming acquainted with the English, 
the continenta11 and even the American systems and modes of construction; for 
it is not the least part of Dr. O'Shaughnessy's merits that he has never seen an 
electric telegraph line. though ~e has so successfully constructed one, and con. 
trived its organization. . 

14. Dr. O'Shaughnessy, if he be allowed to proceed to England, cannot, by the 
rules, be permitt~d to retain his office or his salary; but I trust the Government 
of India will not hesitate to take upon itself the responsibility of assuring 
Dr. O'Shaughnessy, that they will use all their efforts to ensure that he will not, 
d~ri?g his absence, or on his return, be subjected to any pecuniary loss by his 
mISSIon. 

15.' Heartily commending this nmtter to the favourable -consideration of the. 
Governor-genenil. in Couneil" 1 trust that it will meet with an early assent. 

(signed) Dalkousie. 

(A true copy.) 
(signed) J. IV. Dalrymple, 

U nder:Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

COpy PUBLIC LETTER to the Governor-general of India in Council; dated-
23 June 1852, No. 26. • -

LJ:TTEII. from, in Home Department, 'No. 22, dated Para. I. WE have observed with much interest 
23 April 1852. the progress of the experimental line of telegraph at 

Forwarding a Report from the Government of Bengal, your Presidency, and now receive with true satis-
announcing the completjoD by Dr. W. B. O'Shaugh- i.' f fi I .. 
nessy of the line of electric telegraph from Calcutta to 1action the account 0 its success u termmatIOn, 
Kedgeree; iogetber with a Minute by the most Honour- under the superintendence of 'V. B. O'Shaugh
able the Governor, stating that, in ooknowledgment of nessy. 
the services of that otlj.cIl).', he has been presented with. • • 
the sum of Rs.20,000. That with the view of com- 2. We entIrely approve of the manner m whICh 
mencing a scheme o/' electrio te~egraph8 f~r Ilfdia, which you have' testified your sense or the merits and 
the Court. a~ requested to sanctIOn, Or. 0 Sh~ughnes.~y, services of Dr. O'Shaughnessy who gratuitously de
to whom It IS proposed Pl entrust the supenntendence, • . ' • f 
will be direoted to proceed to Europe for the purpose of voted much tIme and attentIOn to the executIOn 0 
submittin'" to the Court every information that may be the work, and has now brought it to a successful 
needed, ;nd 9f m~king hj~self acquainted with the issue; and of the remuneration of Rs. 20,000 which 
various systems whlCh pre VillI. you have assigned to him. 

3. Concurring, 
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,~ 3 .. Concurring, also, in your view ~f the desirableness of commencing lines of 
e~ectnc.tele~raph to connect the different seats of Government, we shall be Jfre-. 
pare?, In -yxew to the earl~ ~c~omp~ishment. of that object, to give our serious 
consIderatIon to the p~OposItlOns whIch Dr. O'Shaughnessy may lay before us. 

(signed) J. W. Hogg. W. Dent. 
C. Mills. J. P. Muspratt. 

London, 23 June 1852. 

J. L. Luskingtoll. H. Shtlnk. 
J. Cotton. M. T. Smith. 
E. Macnagltten. H. Willoch. 
R. D. Mangles. W. J. Eastw~clt. 
W. H. C. Plowden. J. A. Moore. 
J. H. Astell. 

COpy PU]:lLIC LE'lTER to the Governor-general of India in Council; dated 
20 October 1852, No. 38. 

Para. 1. WITH reference to our .despatch in this department, dated the 23d Jt1ne 
1852, intimating to you our intention to take -into consideration the subject of 
.introducing a system of electric telegraph into India, we have to inform you that 
upon the arrival of Dr. O'Shaughnessy in this country, we maturely considered 
propositions which, a~ our request, that officer submitted to us fQr the purpose. 

2. We at once determined to take measures for the immedi:ate provision, of the 
materials required to be sent from this country for the construction of 3,150 mjles 
of electric telegraph in India, to connect the various seats of Government, the 
three Presidencies, the North-western Provinces,. and the Punjab. 

3. These materials have been ordered, and in the course of a short time their 
transmission to India will commence. 

4. Having called upon Dr. O'Shaughpessy to'state his views as to the mea
sures which should be taken for the distribution of the .materials as they arrive in 

• India, we forward for y<?ur information copy of his letter upon the subject. 

5.~ We desire that you will take the subject into your immediate consideration, 
• iIi view to mak.ing such preliminary arrangements as. you may think proper. 

6. The precise route of the lines we leave for your decision. 

7 . You will communicate to the Governments of Madras and Bo~bay your 
determination upon the above questions, in order that no delay -may occur in the 
simultaneous commencement of the work. 

8. Measures are in progress for the instruction, under the superintendence of 
Dr. O'Shaughnessy, of certain of our re~ruits in the art of constructing and 
working the electric telegraph. \ 

9. We would direct your attention to' the observations of pro O'Shaughnessy 
upon the preservation of the articles as they arrive in India. 

• We are, &c. 
(signed) J. W. Hogg. 

R. Ellice. 
J. Loch. 

London, 20 October 1852 • 
• 

J. L. Lushington. 
W. B. Bayley. 
E. Macnaghten. 
J. H. Astell. 

, 
J. C. Whitemax. 
J. Masterman. 
W. Dent. 
H. Willock. 
J. A. Moore. 
J. Cotton. 
TY. J. Ea.ft1pick. 
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