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PREF ACE. 

THE limited edition of my original :Monograph on 

the Coins of the Pathan Sultans of Hindustan (London, 

1847), has long since been exhausted; the still more 

restricted impression of a Supplement, chiefly designed 

to reduce into type a record of perishable materials, 

in, as it proved, a very unsafe locality (Dehli, 1851), 

can scarcely be said to have been before the public. 

Its compilation, however, pointed consistently to a 

future revision of the general subject, which has been 

postponed, from ¥me to time, till the accumulation . 
of new and very' ~mple materials has forced me to 

recognize my obligations to an inquiry I had in a 

measure made my own. The result appears in the 

following pages. 

The two essays above referred to were essentially 

technical and limited in their scope to antiquarian 

objects; an almost identical disadvantage attended 

a later cognate memoir, U On the Initial Coinage 
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of Bengal," which was devoted to the description of 

selections from the 13,000 coins of the very instruc

tive Kooch Bahar trouvaille. 

In the present work I have asserted my freodom 

from conventional trammels, and endeavoured to make 

Numismatics applicable in their larger and better 

sense to the many collateral questions they chance to 
touch, equally pressing into the servico all available 

external aids to history, for which the laxity of 

Oriental tradition gives f even too many openings. 

It would not become me to say anything in favour 

,of my own production; indeed, I am fully alive to 

its imperfections; but I may frankly say I have 

learnt many things, which I did not know previously, 

during the course of its composition. On the other 

hand, I have to meet, by anticipation, two objections 

which may strike an English reader. The first of 

these is the still open contest as to how Orient~l words 

should be reproduced in Roman type. At one time I 

was disposed to be pedantic on the subject, and even 

went so far as to devise an elaborate scheme for tho 

discriminative representation of Semitio and Aryan 

alphabets; but the difficulties attending the innova

tion seemed far to outbalance any advantages that 

might possibly be gained by the publio, and the 
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author himself thoroughly appreciated the benefit 

of being in the hands of a printer whose resources 

enabled him to reproduce Sanskrit or Arabic in their 

proper characters, with equal, if not greater facility 

than the anomalous dotted and accented hybrids our 

current type would, at the best, have admitted of. 

The system I have now attempted to follow has been 

to recognize and retain all fixed Anglicized forms, and 

at the same time to embody the more definite sounds 

of local speech, in preference to any critical adherence 

to the occasionally"divergent alphabets of Devanagari 

and Arabic. Dealing with Turanian Persian} redolent 

of the atmosphere' of Dehli, which sevete Continental 

Professors somewhat needlessly disparage, I have, per

mitted myself a latitude which would neither stand 

the test of Iranian Persian, nor, in the adapted words, 

the criticism of an Arabic grammarian. I have fur

ther necessarily discarded uniformity, by frequently 

. adhering, in my quotations, to the method of spelling 

favoured by the original author; so that there is, 

perhaps, no one of my narrow list of seeming in

novations for which I could not cite, from my own 

extracts, previous and competent authority. 

The second question refers to the general absence 

of translations of coin legends and illustrative texts. 



It has been gener:illy confessed from tho first day 

"Aladdin" appeared in a European dress, that Oriental 

names would not bear translation, and tho inflated 

titleUl! the East, rendcred. in tho subdued langungo 

of the West, would jar e,en more harshly upon 

English ideas. My leading object in this work has 

been to collect materials for history t in tho form of 

documents, which it \l'llS primarily desirablo to retain 

in their most authentio form, or in tho nearest possiblo 

approach to their original integrity,-tr.m.slations in 

such C3SCS would be, in effect, mere repetitions; but 

wherever these documents hate DDy referenco to the 

immediate subject of discussion, free illustrations of 

the context are given. 

The compiler of a record liko the prescnt is more 

than ordinarily dependent upon tho aid ot his fellow

labourers: it will be seen that the number of my 

disinterested contributors, though nCCCSS:J.rily incon

siderable, has been compensated by tho fulln~ and 

freeness of their gifts. lIy . obligations oro duo to 

the many collectors of coins whose names nro indi

cated, in more detail, in tho body ot tho work and 

in the subjoined note upon the dcspositories ot 
existing cabinets. I am indebted to Mr. Fergusson 

for the use of the effective architectural engravings 
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which illustrate the text. The woodcuts of coins, 

as may be gathered from their treatment, are the 

work of different hands, and vary in their execution 

to a marked degree. The best shaded examples are 

by Mr. J. Schnorr of Stuttgart; the engravings of 

Mr. Adeney are next in merit; but it is confessedly 

difficult to get first-class artists to undertake such 

complicated, and to them unintelligible subjects. So 

that I can scarcely bring myself t6 reproach the 

authors of my numerous disappointments~ln this 

direction. 

The ground plan of DehIi, which figures as the 

frontispiece, is itself a curious" Old Mortality" style 

of document, commemorative of the earliest English 

survey of the environs of the ancient capital of the 

Pathans, as we received it from the hands of the 

Mahrattas after Lord Lake's action in 1803. It has 

been reduced in photography, by Dr. Forbes Watson's 

establishment, from the original Survey Map now in 

the Mackenzie Collection in the India Office. 

Lono1!", 

FelJruary 25, 1871. 



NOTE ON TlIE OWNERSHIP .urn PRESENT DErO!!lTOlUF.' or TUB 

VABlOUS COLLECTIONS OF COINS QUOTED IN rUlI! 'VOIII'. 

1. Marsden C"Uection, in the British Muscum, fully 11e!lrribcd 
ilLhis work entitled Numismata Orientalia. (LontIon, 1823.) 

2. The collection in the India Office, many IIpecim(,D8 of which 
are noticed and engraved in Professor Wilson'. Ariana Antiqua. 
(London, 1841.), 

3. My own qriginal collection, comprising tho coinl figured in 
plates I.-V. of this volume, now in the British Museum. A limited 
but select cabin,et of my later acquisitions in my own poslcssion. 

4. Mr. Edward Clive Bayley's collection, which formed the 
ground-work of my Supplement, printed at Dehli in 1851. In 
the owner's possession. (In England.) 

5. Colonel Stacy's collection in the Museum of the Aliatic Society 
of Bengal. (In Calcutta.) 

6. Mr. George Freeling's collection, partly in tho ]Joclldlln at 
Oxford, with the Bardoe Elliot bequest, and partly in the hand. of 
his widow. 

7. Colonel Guthrie's collection, comprising lIelcctcd lIpccimens of 
the Kooch Bahar trouvaille (plate VI.); and the choico Pilthan aeries, 
so often quoted in these pages, which now embracel tho accumulated 
treasures of General Cunningham and Major Stubbs'. most luccc8sful 
gleanings of the last few years. (In England.) 

8. Sir Walter Elliot has some curious specimens of tho 10co.1 
series of the Dakhan, and Sir Bartle Frere has a largo collection 
of Indian coins, which I have not yet had an opportunity of 
examining. 

9. There are a few Patban coins in Russia, descriptions of which 
will be found in Frrehn's "Recensio Numorum Yuhanunrulanorum," 
and M. Dom's Supplement to that work. Many dillpcrseJ IIpcci
mens are also quoted, from continental cabinets, in the posthumous 
collection of Y. Soret's Essays. 
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CORRIGENDA. 

Since the completion of this work, the author has finally satisfied 

himself that the true value of the dam (or money of account of the 

:Mughal financiers), is ft and not 9 10 of a rupee. Under these con

ditions the table at page 445 may be modified and amended as 

follows. But in adopting these results, it will be necessary to 

enlarge Richard Hawkins's ambiguous definition of U crown land" 

(No.6), and admit that he designed to refer to the State reven.ues 

derived from all sources. 
Land ReTen'~e. 

1. F!ruz SMh, A.D. 1351-1388 ... 
2. Rabar, A..D. 1526-1530 ......... £2,600,000 
.3. Akbar, A.D. 1593 ............. .. 
4. Akbar, A.D. 1594 ............... 16,574,388-
5. Akbar, A.D. 1605 ............... 17,450,000 
6. JaMng!r, A.D. 1609-1611. .... . 
7. JaMngir, A.D. 1628 ............ 17,500,000 
8. Shah JaMn, 1st return ......... 22,000,000 
9. Shah JaMn, later return ...... 36,000,000 

10. Aurangzeb, AD. 1697 ......... 38,719,400 

Total Revenue 
from all sources. 

£6,850,000 

32,000,000 

50,000,000 

77,438,800 



The original design of the tughrd, or Cipher Mono

gram, which ornaments the cover of this volume, was 

cut by the Author in 1842, as a centre-piece for the 

panels of a Coin Cabinet. The bookbinder's reproduc

tion in metal has failed to give effect to some of the 

minor details, but the initiated may still trace the 

name of fr ~\k .),;,.)\ (Edward Thomas, 42) in the 

interwoven lines. 



THE PATHA.N KINGS OF DEHLI, 
fto. 

iTHE history of Muhammadan nations is especially open to 
illustration and rectification from Numismatic sources.) De

ficient as all mintages imitating the early Kufic models of the 
Khalifs may be in artistic effect or variety of device, they 
compensate for these imperfections, on the other part, in 
devoting their entire surfaces to legends which, among other 
occasionally significant indications, record at length the style 
and titles of the monarcb, the date of coinage, and the name 

of the mint j thus affording direct evidence to three distinct 
facts-the existence of the sovereign as such, the epoch at 

which he reigned, and the country over which he was king. 

The value of this species of illustration, as applied to the 
'Medieval Indian annals now under review, is greatly en

hanced by the exaggerated importance attached by the 

Muslims themselve,s to that department of the conventional 

regal functions, involved in the right to coin. Among these 

peoples, the recitation of the public prayer in the name of 

the aspirant to the throne, associated with the issue of money 
bearing his superscription, was unhesitatingly received as 
the overt act of accession. Unquestionably, in the state of 

civilization here obtaining, the production and facile disper
sion of a new royal device was singularly well adapted to 
make manifest to the comprehension of all classes the im

mediate change in the 'supreme ruling power. In places 
where men did not print, these stamped moneys obtruding 



2 COINS OF THE 

into every Bazar constituted the most effective manifestoes 

and proclamations human ingenuity could have devised: 

readily multiplied, they were individually the easiest and 

most naturally transported of all official documents; the 

veriest Fakir, in his semi-nude costume, might carry the 

ostensible proof of a new dynasty into regions where even 

the name of the kingdom itself was unknown. In short, 

there was but little limit to the range ot these Eastern 

heralds; the Numismatic Garter King-at-Arms was recog
nized wherever Asiatic nations accepted the gold, and inter
preters could be found to designate the Coosar whose" epi

graph" figured on its surface. So also on tho occasion of 

new conquests, the reigning Sultan's titles were ostentatiously 
paraded on the local money, ordinarily in the language and 

alphabet of the indigenous races, to secure the more effectivo 
announcement of the fact that they themselves had passed 

under the sway of an alien Suzerain. Equally, on tho other 
hand, does any modification of or departure from tbe rule of 
a. comprehensive issue of coin imply an imperfection, relative 
or positive, in the acquisition of supreme power. Thero are 

but few instances of abstention from the exercise oC this 

highly-prized prerogative in the present series, but in all 

such cases the guiding motives are sufficiently ascertained. 

The epoch which the present series of medals iUustrah's 

extends from A.D. 1192 to 1554, or a. period of somewhat 
more than three centuries and a. half: during this interval 

six dynasties, numbering in all forty kings, succeeded in 

turn to tpe throne of Dehli. I purposely avoid any attempt 

at a general definition of the Jloundaries of the empire, at all 
times uncertain in extent, varying from the extreme limits 

of Eastern Bengal on the one side, to Kabul and Kandahar 
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on the west, with Sindh and the Southern Peninsula. to 

COl:~lplete the circle; occasionally reduced to a few districts 
around the capital, and in one instance eonfined to the single

spot inclosed within the walls of the met~opolis itself. 

The materials at present available suffice to determine, 

with some accuracy, the theoretical standards of the cur
rency of the Pathlm. Sultans. Some- new evidence on the 
subject has lately come to light in the journals of Western 
travellers in India during the first half of the eighth century 

of the Hijrah, which coincides in a .singular manner with 
the data afforded by the weights and intrinsic contents of 

existing coins; so that we are now in a position to main
tain with confidence that the scheme of coinage, adopted 

by Altamsh from possibly conflicting native traditions, re

cognized the use of gold and silver pieces of equal weights, 

the metal in each case being as pure as the processes known 

to the home refiners permitted them to achieve. The inten
tional Mint standard ~t have ranged very closely upon 

the 175 grains, Troy, which amount can be nearly told in 
the balance by the better specimens to be found in modern 
cabinets, a definite weight also, for which there was high 

authority in the ~ataraktika, or "One hundred rati,'" divi
sional term, which appears in early post-Vedic commentaries. 
The most important elements, however, of this adaptive 
Indian currency, consisted of hybrid pieces of silver and 
copper, combined in the proportions necessary to consti
tute the equivalent sub-divisions of the ruling silver Tankak, 
which, although it was anomalously composed of 100 Indian 

Gunja. seeds (Abrus precatorius), was never divided in practice 

by any other number than 64. The favourite sub-divisional 
current piece, in more advan~ed times, seems to have been 
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f or Til., which latter denomination it preserved in the IliUM 
Kti,!,-i, or "Eight-Kanis," the counterpart and correspondent 

of eight Jitals, 64 of which also fell into the general total ot a 
Tanka". And here it would seem that more purely indigenous 
traditions had to be reconciled to intermediate Aryan innova

tions. The new Tanka" might rule and regulate its own sub
divisions, but it does not seem to have been able to emancipate 
itself from the old silver Pura,!,-a of 32 Ratis of Yanu's Code, 
which maintained its old weight of 56 grains, in independent 

isolation, down to the time of Muhammad bin Tughlak. So 
intuitive in the native mind was the ideo. ot reckoning by 
fOUTa, the U GuntJ.a." of the modem indigene, that gold and 
silver were supposed to conform to some such law, being 
estimated theoretically, whatever the current rate may have 
been at any given moment, at 1 : 8. So also the silver 
piece was divided into 8 (or primarily 8 X 8), and the 
copper exchange against silver commenced with 4/a/. to 
the -h of a Tankah. The Quaternary scale, in ahort, was 
all-pervading; there was no escaping the inevitable 4'8, 16'., 
32's, and 64's, the heritage of the masses, which, having Bur
vived alike Aryan intrusion and Muhammadan conquest, .till 
flourish undisturbed by the presence of British dc..·cimals. 

The modifications effected in the coinage by Mu~ammad 

b~ 'Iug~ are highly instructive, and seem to determine 
beyond question the ratios of gold to silver obtaining at 

the period. Not less worthy of study is his attcmpt to in
troduce a forced currency of copper tokens. The amplifi
cation by Firuz Shah of the divisional pieces of mixed 

copper and silver is also of importance, as lending-up to 
the almost exclusive use of this species of currency undcr 

Duhlol Lodi and his son Sikandar, and, finally, in the 
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reforms perfected by Shir Sh8.h,-the production of the 
"Rupee" (of 178 grains), and the substitution of copper 
coins for the fallacious mixed-metal pieces,-may be seen 
the almost unchanged condition of the lower currencies of 
Her Majesty's Government in India at the present day. 

Amid the general series of the coins of the Dehli monarchs 

I have also incorporated notices of many collateral issues, 
more or less directly identified with their rule, such as 
the local moneys superseded and imitated on the immediate 
absorption of the kingdoms of the Hindu potentates: off

shoots of the Ghazni and Dehli systems from the mints of 
the Muslim contemporaries of the early occupying con
querors, who held, in their own right, outlying provinces 
in India. And, more consecutively, reference has been 

made to the currencies of their fellow-warriors for the faith 
in Bengal, who from time to time confessed allegiance to 
the Sultans of Hindustan. And, lastly, advantage has been 
taken of an analogous species of illustration contributed by 
the inscriptions recorded on the public monuments of the 
Imperial dynasty, which, in early days, were largely and 
effectively employed in the decoration of the walls and gate
ways of mosques, palaces, and tombs. These essentially 
Oriental compositions, whether as regards the ornamental 
form of the Arabesque; or the more stern chiselling of the 
Kufic letters, may freely vie with the best specimens of Sara-
cenic art extant. ' 

I now proceed to exhibit a complete list of the sovereigns 
of the Pathan dynasty, with the dates of accession of each. , . 
I must premise that I have intentionally retained the 
Hijrah era as the leading reference for all dates, as in 
many cases where the precise period in Muhammadan 
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months or days was uncertain, it would have been impossible 
to fix the corresponding epoch in the Christian era. Hence 
I have adopted the plan ot annexing to the bare Hijrah date 
of the elevation ot each king, the day and the year ot our 
calendar answering to the initial day ot the Hijrah year 
so quoted. The note at the toot ot this page,l giving the 
names and order ot the Arabic months, and the rules for 
calculating the irregularities of the Muhammadan year, will 
efficiently supply the references to intermediate periods. 

1 The Hijrah era commenced on the 15th July, A..D. 622. The 
year is purely lunar, consisting of twelve months, each month being 
reckoned from the appearance of the new moon, without any inter
calation. In practice, months of 30 and 29 days are mllde to 
alternate, thus completing a year of 354 days: eleven times in 
thirty years one day is added to the last month, making 355 days 
in that year. So that the average length of a year is 354H days, 
a month, or'\-, being 29H!. The intercalary year of 35.5 days 
occurs on the 2nd, 5th, 7th, 10th, 13th, 15th, 18th, 21&t, 24th, 20th, 
and 29th years of every thirty years. 

THB MtlHutJu.nAN MONTHS .1I.B AS FOLLOW. :-
Iii ". , 

1. ~.r-'" Muharram, 30 days. 
2. ~ Safar, 29 " 
3. Jj~\b:"!) Rabi'ul awwal, 30 " 

4. r>-~' t7...J Rabi'ul akhir, 29" 

5. J;~\~4- Jumada'l awwal, 30 " 

6. ~~\1c,,)4- Jumada'l akhir, 29 " 
7. h~.J Rajab, 30 " 

8. C)~ Sh'ab3.n 29 " 

9. C)\.4".) Ram~&.n, 30 " 
10. J~ Shawwal,' 29" 

11. l~'.."s'~ Zi'l k'adah, 30" 

12. ~'..J'~ Zi'l hijjah, 29" 



TBB MINA..B.ET OF MAS' A:6n III., A R. 49s-:D08 (A.D. 1099-1114), A7.' GRAZNi,l 
from a Sketch by G. J. Vigne, Esq. 

Fergus«ol\'s Ha.1IGOOOTc of .4rohitectur,. voZ. '.11 411i. 

FIRST Rum (A.n. 589-602; A.D. 1193-1205),. 

The man who, by the force of his own energy, or that 
which he imparted to his generals, was enabled to change 

1 INSCllIP'nON ON TRIO MnU,lUlT. (From Jour. As. Soc. 13engal.) 

iLJ\r~\ rL~\~~~'~IJJ..J~\~)'~)' I.ll\ r. 
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the destinies of India towards the close of the twelfth cen
tury A.D., came of a royal house, dating from an obscur~ 
principality in the mountains south-east of Hcrat. Thu 
great Mahmud of Ghazni, some two centuries previously, hnd 

penetrated frequently and by varied routcs into the rich 
plains of India; his aim, with but scant affectation of tho 

Muslim cry of a "holy war," w~l!. .!...~t~~e..J?lundcr, 
and with this he returned plentifully gratified to his 
northern capital. 

The later scions of the dynasty of Subuktagin, driven out 
of Ghaznf on its sack by 'AIa-ud-dln Husain lahans6z in 
A.H. 550, retired to Lahor, and had already, in effect, become 
domesticated Indian sovereigns; so that as M u'izz-ud-din 
pressed down and around them, the occupation of the more 
advanced provinces of Hindustan followed os a natural 
sequence. lIlu'izz-ua-ain Muhammad bin Sam, or Shahdh-ud

din, as he was called in his youth, otherwise known as 
Muhammad Ghori, the founder of the Pathan dynasty or 
Dehli, is first noticed in history on the occasion of hi. no .. 
mination, in conjunction with his elder brother, Ohi6.s-ud. 
din, to the charge of a province of Ghor, by his uncle, the 
notorious 'AIa-ud-din Husain Jakdnaoz. After the accession 
of Ghias-ud-din to the throne of Ghor, in 558 A.H., ~Iu'izz. 

ud-din, acting as his general, subdued portions of Khor6.slm; 
and, on the conquest of Ghaznl, in 569, he was nominated 

~ ~).r.'.t.' ,=,..,~, iJ)~'~ ~ ..,,~ ~ J!' t!)~, J 

4.:J\kL,r'~\ yU)~\..., lll.\~' m..J.\~~"l.\ p' ~~1 
Aj\kL,)ill..,~~'..u>. ~'JY~' \!{)...Jr4.:JUtJ'r}l.' 
~\~J~~liJ~4J·HpAj\-'~~~l~~tn, 
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by his Suzerain brother to the government of that country. 
From this time his incursions into India commenced: in 
571 he conquered Multan; in 574 he experienced a sanguinary 
defeat in an expedition against the prince of Nahrw8.la; next, 
Khusru Malik, the last of the Ghaznavis, was assailed; and 
at length, in 582, captured by stratagem. In 587, in a more 
extended expedition into Hindustan, Muhammad Ghori was 
totally routed on the memorable field of Thaneswar by the 
Chohan leader, Prithvi Raja of Ajmir. Mter a year's re

pose, the disgrace of this defeat still rankling within him, 
he, on the self-same battle-ground, again enc01Ultered his 
former adversary, now supported by the whole force of the 
country, the confederated armies of one hundred and fifty 
princes. This time fortune favoured the Ghoris, and a hard
fought field terminated in the total discomfiture of the Indian 
host. By this single victory the Muhammadans may be 
said to have become the virtual masters of Hindustan. The 
ulterior measures for the subjugation of the country were of 
speedy accomplishment, and most of the later additions to 

the Indian empire of Muhammad Ghori were perfected by 
his quondam slave, subsequent representative in HindUstan, 
and eventual successor on the throne of Dehli, Kutb-ud-din 
Aibek. Ghfas-ud-din, who: had long retained little beyond -
the title of a king, died in 599 A.H., and shortly afterwards 
~Iu'izz-ud-din was installed in form. An unsuccessful attempt 
at conquest in the north, in itself attended by most disas
trous results, was succeer':;'ed by the revolt of the governors 
of Ghazni and Multan: this outbreak, however, was soon 
suppressed. In the month of Sh'aban, A.H. 602,1 Muham-

~.J J~~;C JJ)).J.J\::J).J J~ J~ t,;)~ ~ jr-~l 
And the " Manzil of Damik" became a proverb in the land.-TabaUt-i-Nrwri, 
p.124. 
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mad. Ghori was slain in his tent, in the centro or hi. own 
camp, by a band of Gakhra. At his death, the Muslim 
empire in India extended generally over nearly the whole 
of HindUstan Proper, Sind, and Bengal. Tho sovereignty 
was, however, held by very exceptional tenures, and was 
most indeterminats in its inner geographical limits. 

Mu'iu-ud-ilin MuhammarllJin Sdm. 

No. 1. (Similar to No.2. Plate I.) 

Gold. Weight, 93 grs. Very rare. Ghaznf. A.. II. 692. Col. Guthrie. 

Circular Areas. 

u.J\~\ un 

L:)lbW\ .uJ~ r W\ 

~.u\ ~W~l\ 

-i-1J\ y.\ ~..u~ 

~\.., d. ~ 

~~\ J.r- ... J..t} ~~\ jb 

L:),s'r.J \ '.J i .J ili" 

-SUrah lxi. 9. Kuxan. 

L..L.l \ JJ-'.J ol .. ... 

r \; uJ\ ~\ \, \ II' 1\ 

~.w\J~~~ 

.4& .. .) 9 \; ..J \ ,H \ 

Margin, 4.:-. J~ J .tj~ • • • 

la. There is another imperfect specimen of this gold issue in the 
Masson Collection in the East India Library, weighing 99 gra. 

No.2 (Fig. 2, plate i.). Silver. Weight, 68 grs. Similar types. 
Masson Collection, Dates observed, I..H. 690, 696. 
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No.3. (No.1, Plate I.) 

Silver. 74 grs. Very rare. A.R. 596. (Prin'~ Coll8ction, B.Y.) 

~"tmds arranged in concentrio circles. 

000.-

}, M ~~\ ~ ~ c;sJ\ ~.,)J u~~ ~""J ""L) u.ll\ r 

Reu.

L:)J~\ ~ 

~\ L:)W\ ~\ JJ""'J ~ ~m ~\ 1 

e' Yo' l!1:!.llt J~.lll ~~ 

r\"'~~ 

~\.., ~ , ~ J ~ ~ ~y. ,~ J ~.Joll\ \lJI, Y~ 

r ~\ L:)\kl...J\ ~, ~~ r W\ 

Tlu:NSL.U:ION. 

}lWl y.' ~~, J ~~1 

r\"'~ ~ 

O~.-It is he that hath sent his messenger, with guidance and the 
true faith, that he might exalt it above all religions, though 
the infidels be averse thereto. (Kuran. Slirall iL 33.)-There 
is no god but God. Yuhammad is the prophet of God! The 
most mighty sovereign-Ghias ud dUDya wa ud din, AbUl Fath. 
-Yuhanimad bin sam. 

&v.-This Dirham was struck in the city of Ghaznah, in the year 
five bUDdred and ninety-six.-Al Nasir Ie din illah (the Khalif). 
Themigh~80verejgn,Yu'izz-uddUDya. wa uddinAbUlYuzaft'ar. 
-Yuhammad bin Sam. 

The above coins in the joint names of Ghias-ud-din and Mu'izz-ud
din, bear testimony to the associated regal powers of the two brothers. 
It is to be noticed, however, that the superlative F ~\ "The 

greatest," is applied to the one king, while ~ "Great," is all 
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that is extended to the conqueror of India. It will be oblcrved 

from the coins which follow that, on the death ot his brother, 

Yu'izz-ud-din himself adopted the superlative ~ l\ 

3a. Silver. Weight, 133 grs. Similar coin. Col. Gutbrie. 

No.4. (No.3. Plate I.) 

Sih'er. Weight 59'4 grs. Square areas. A..n.598. Col. Guthrie. 

Reverse. 

~, cH~ r"\:.n 

~rJ\ .r.:--' 

Obverse. 

~~\ ~Lh.L.J\ 

J \-~.l.J\..r-

~ \!. .. ,' -J\ . ~\ .r-- .TO ~ 

rL... ~ .M.s:'" 

Margins illegible. 

The above coins are in effect merely introductory to the 
Dehli senes proper, emanating from the Imperial mint of the 
first occupying Muhammadan conqueror ot India, they in some 
degree formed the models upon which the phraseology of the 
legends of the new currency was based, though, it will be 
seen, that they in no degree affected the system of weights 
or values obtaining in the northern provinces of India. 
Indeed, the old issues of "Dehliwalas" composed of a mixture 
of copper and silver, retained their place throughout tho land, 
and were imitated and adopted, with altered legends, by 
Altamsh and his feudatories, Kubachah of Sind, and other,,; 
and it is not until the year 630 A.H. that any ail vcr piecos 
of the new empire make their appearance (No. 28 infrd), and 
then their standard of weight equally follows the Indian 
system. 
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No.5. (No.4, Plate I.) 

Mixed silver and copper. 49 grs. Rare. (Sind llint.) 

Obf1·-tL cd ~ F ~l ~\bL..1~ 

No.6. 

No.7. 

No.8. 

Bev.-Horseman in outline (conventionally styled Tuglira 

Jsfo), with the Hindi legend m ~: Sri HammlraA. 

(No.5, Plate I.) 

Mixed silver and copper. Weight, 49 grs. Rare. 

Obo.-Same as No.5. 
RetJ.-Rude figure of a cavalier, with lance at the charge. 

(No.6, Plate I.) 

Silver (impure). 46 grs. (Ghor Mint?) 

ObD·-tL cd ~ . .fo ... ny,' F~\ ~\bLJ' 
RetJ.-Rude representation of a horseman, with lance at 

the charge; but the contrast is marked in the adher
ence to the statuesque' as opposed to the interlaced 
combination of letters and material forms affected in 
Muhammadan Tuihra. 

(No.7, Plate I.) 

Silver and copper. (Lahor Mint ?) 

Ob".-~.~ll J ~~,~ rW' ~\bL..1' 
.Rev·-t~ cd ~ * 

No.9. (No.8, Plate I.) 

Silver and copper. 46 grs. (Lahor Mint.) 

Obf1.-~.~IlJ ~~,~ rW' ~\bLJ' 
RetJ'-c-L cd ~ ~'y.l 

No. 10. (No.9, rlate I.) 
Silver and copper. 49 grs. (Dehli Mint.) 

mll.-lift ~ ~it Sri J[aliamail Same. 

RetJ.-lift t~: Sri HammlraA. 
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No. 11. Silver and copper. Weight, 48 grs. (Sind Mint.) Similar 
Hinai legends, both obverse and reverse, to No. 10. The 
device of the Horseman follows thQ same tracings as the 
figure on No.6, and the forms of the letters are nearly 
identical, approximating closely to the style in use on the 
coins of Kubachah. 

No. 12. Silver and copper. Weight, 45 grs. New type. E. I. 
Collection.' (Peshawar Mint.) 

Obv.-Bull in Tughra, greatly distorted. 

• • • C{ ~it Makamaa Sdm6 . 
.Rev.-Horseman, well-defined. Similar in design to No.4, 

Plate I. 
Le!lenil-lir l~: SrI Hamm1ran. 

In a line with the spear, reading upwards, under the horse, in 
delicate Persian letters, is to be seen the word ),:. A Parah6r 
(Peshawar). On the horse's quarter may be read the letters ~ 
Jaldl? (See Prinsep's Essays; pI. xxv. fig. 20.) 

No. 13. (No. 10, Plate I.) 

Silver and copper. 46 grs. (Gwalior Mint.) . 

Obv.-~ W1f Mahamaa Sdmi. 
Rev.-Figure of the Horseman greatly debased. No legend. 

No. 14. Silver and copper. Weight, 38 grs. My cabinet. 

Obv'-rL cr. ~ ~..\l~ ~~l\ * * 
Rev.-A. rude figure of a horse. 

Similar to those depicted in Prinsep's Essays, pI. xxv. figs. 8-13; 
Ariana Antiqua, pI. xix. fig. 14, and pI. xx. fig. 6. 

1 The reading of Parsh6r is confirmed by later specimen. from the mints of 
'AIa-ud-din Muhammad, Khwarumi, who was critical in his geography, inserting 
the names of his mints in all sorts of odd corners, wherever space was to be fouod 
in the general design; for instance, IlamIdn on a line with the spear, Earmd,. 

(imitating nduz) on the side of the Bull, and ~J. in the lIame place.-JoDJ1l. 

R.A.S. xii. pp. 206, 206. See also Elliot'. Iri!torlans, i. 47, and ii 397. 
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I do not propose to review in any detail the general. 
series of Muhammad Ghori's Indian coinages~ but there 
is a single specimen which I am anxious to notice on 

,account of the unusual, indeed unique, nature of its legends~ 

though I have frankly to confess that the imperfect and 
obscured reverse epigraph, in which' is involved the whole 
question of novelty, leaves a doubt as tn the finality Qf any 
opinion that may now'be pronounced.l The app~ance 
of the joint names of M~.!~.~~ bin Sam and Prithvi 
R!ja on o;;-~d ilie same coin is certainly startling,. but 

~-;'othing ~~.~~~!~ij~iL~~~_2~j!L~a~e ~~~st 
local probab:ijities, We find that "the son of Rai Pitaur~ 
""'-'---~-,,-,-~ 

who had been advanced. under the protection of the 
sublime court," was left in charge of Ajmir,1 in which 
case a numismatic confession of fealty would 'be quite ap .. 
propriate, or this coinage may even have been struck in his 
name, under authority at head-quarters, for special circula .. 

tion in his government. Indeed, this particular piece has,. 
in effect, "more the appearance of Dehli Mint art than of 
Ajmir manipulation. Many other explanations of the asso .. 
ciation might be given. but that it is useless to enlarge upon 
such imperfect data; and I only publish this curious piece 
that attention may be drawn to the possible existence of 
similar specimens in other imperfectly examined collections. 

1 General Cunningham has also examined this coin at my request, and, while 
expressing surprise at the combination of names, does not at aU contest th~ 
obvious reading of the letters still visible on the coin. 

a TfI.j-ul-Maflsir, Elliot'll1Iistorians, ii, pp. 216, 219, 220, 226. Tod, ii. 461. 

2 
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No. 15. Silver and Copper. Weight, 36 grs. (lIycabinet.) Unique. 

Horseman. 

-~, 

• • X'rithvi •• Sri Yabamad Sam • 

The Indian coinages of Muhammad bin Sam. were, a8 may 
be seen, avowedly adaptive, and introductory to the more 
fixed and systematized mintages of his successors. One ot 
these assimilated issues of unusual historical interest consists 
of the Gold Money put forth, in close mechanical identity 
of metal, symbols, and style of writing, in the. name of the 
Muslim conqueror, immediately on the fall of lai Chand. the 
last of the &htors of Kanauj,l in A..D. 1194. A suggestive 
fact connected with this attempt to maintain the supply of 
the local currency, and simultaneously to proclaim the victor'. 
success, a convenient measure for utilizing plunder rather 
affected under the Sword of Islam, is that 50 many of these 
pieces found their way to the home of the invaders, and 80 

few remained to aid the commerce of the indigene •. ' 
The intermediate coin (No. 17) ofPrithvl (Varmma) Deva, 

a contemporary of Govinda's (No. 16), indicates that much 
of the dominion of the Rahtors had already passed away 
from them, though the successful Chandel and hi. adversary 
were both destined shortly to fall before the assaults of an 
alien race. 

t He is called J ai Chand of Benarea by tbe nj-ul-Mamr.-Elliot, it 223, 300. 
So also Minbaj, p. 140, text. The Bard Chand also men tiona that the Raja of 
Klsi. was a feudatory of Kanauj (~od, ii. 466). The Rahtor capital wu latterly 
removed to Bari, east of the Ganges. 

I Only one of these coins of Muhammad bin Sam seem. to have fallen to tbe 
share of James Prinsep's numerous contributora (F.8sa;y .. i. 289), who found the 
older issues common enough. The twenty-six specimena of the eonqueror'l 
coinage now noticed seem all to have been obtained by Masson in Aighftoiltlu1. 
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The modifications the name and titles of Muhammad bin 

Sam undergo in the contrasted specimens are curious, and 

may be supposed to indicate the several stages of recent 

victory~l and more fixed occupation and admjnjstration of the 

kingdom by his officials. 

KANAUI COINS. 

Govinda Chandra, A.D. 1120-1144.' 

No. 16. Gold. (Frinsep, pI. xxiv. fig. 2; Ariana Antiqua, xx. 22; 
ana H. JI. Wilson, Asiatio Researches, xviii., 

ObverB6-The Goddess .Ld81m£ seated. The figure holding the 
cornucopia is imitated from the earliest types or the Gupta coinage 
(Frinsep's Essays, Fl. xxill.. 18, 19, etc.). 

RerwB6-Legend in three lines-

m Jtiilr4~ ~ II 
§ri mal G~in4a CMnat'(I J)8f)fJ. 

Prithvt (Varmma) Deva Chande! Raja ofl£ahoba, etc.' (A.». 1125-
1130). 

No. 17. Gold. (Prinsep's Essays, i. 292.) Common. 

OlJ'/)er,~ as nsual. 

llsveru-

~r£ Hat PritAvi DevfJ. 

1 The Tft.j-ul-Maw has a record of this mintage, "and the face of the dinar 
and the dir8.111. was adorned with the name and titles" of the king.-Elliot, ii. 223-

I Prinsep, Useful Tables, p. 268. 
3 See GeIl. Cunningham's List, quoted below, p. 66. 
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MUlLUIMAD BIN S..urS KANAUl COINS. 

(Date of Conquest .U[. 590 == A.D. 1194.) 

No. IS. Gold. (5 specimens. E. I. Collection.) Prinsep's Essays, 
pI. mv. fig. 8, vol. i. 292; .Ariana Antiqua, pI. m. 25. 

mfJ81'86 as usual in the Xananj seneSe 

Reverse-'!{\' ~ ilii lfm I ~rt Ma!'amad lJene 84m. 

No. 19. Gold. (21 specimens. E. I. Collection.) Prinsep'a Essays, 
i. 292; Ariana Antiqua, pl. xx. 25, 26, 27. 

mV81'S8 as usual. 

Ret1erse-'!{\' ~ ~ ~-~rl Ha1ll.(,. Makamad 84m. 

In further illustration of these Numismatic memorials, I 
propose to inse~, as occasion offers, sel~ted ~~imena of the 
monumental inscriptions of the Path6.n dynasty, which I had 
prepared for publication so long ago as 1855. For the 
majority of these records I was originally indebted to Syud 
Ahmad Kh6.n's exeeJlent Archreological History ot Dehli, 
the "Ksa.r-us-Sunnadeed," 1 but the more complicated epi
graphs were re-examined and patientl, tested, both by that 
enthusiastic antiquary and myself, under the very shadow 
of the buildings upon whose walls they are engraved. 

. 1 The first edition of the ~~U, .JUT (written in Urdu) appeared ali Dehli 

m IS46; a second and greatly improved edition, illustrated with numerous fac
similes, was published in 1854. A large portion of th.ia latter has been repro
duced in French, by M. GarciR de Tassy, in the lourna.l .A.siatique. TOIs. .n. (1860) 
p. 60S, xvi. 190, 392, 621, and xvii. 77. Th.i.s series of articles extends over 
nearly 200 p~17e&, 81'0. 
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.. The minar u 4JJ ft. 4 ill. ill diameter lit tAs blJ8e, lind, toAsn _ed ill 1794, IDa" 
2U/t. ita AeigAt. Eflen tAsn, A_er, tAs /NIpital _ ruined, '0 that ten or perhaps 
t_t) feet must be lidded to thiB to complete Us originll' el6fJlltion. It iB omamerlted bY' 
f- ioltlly projeotlng baletmiu; OM lit 90, tAs .econd lit 140, tAs tAird lit 180,IIlld thll 
/ourth lit 203/eet.from tAs ground; between tobieA lire riehlYIIC1l1pture/i raiBed belt. con· 
taining imeriptionB. III tAs lotoer //tory the project ... g flutes are alternGtely angular and 
circular, in tM BeCOt&lJ cirC1llar, cmd ill tAs third angular only; GbOfJe thiB the minM " 
plain, but pnmipaUy 0/ tohite 11141riJle, tofth 6eltll 01 tAs red .andl/tone, 01 tohich the three 
lotDer Btoriu Me compOBed."-FergvuOll'. Handbook ol.Architectvre, i. 421. 

A. Inscription of Hu'hammo,rl hin Sam, on the 4th circlet of the 
lower story of the Kutb Minar .. 

d.,L. Jr r--~\ ~\jJ ~l.. ~~\ ~~ ~'_~\hl." •• n 
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r ~~, J ~~, ~~i r!t-l, J ~U, ~\W..., ~, J y.rJ' 
~ ~ljn ~J~' .~ ~t-l, J J..u!\ ~ ~\ ".1\ J rLS\ 

J I.:.I~J\ ~~ ~~\ y~ ~\J' L.~\ J~ ~'1!\ llJ\ 

.J~ \J::V\ ~, ~1:J ~\J' ~\.sJ' J ~\ ~ ~, J ~~\ 
d ~ ~\ y.\ ~\ ~\ cWS' foe J ~~\ ~~ Jr' ~\ 

~ ~\ ~ ~rl\.r-'\ ~ rL. 

:B. The second band or belt of 'Inscriptions (counting from the base
ment upwards) is also filled in with a nearly similar enumeration 
of the titles of Muhammad bin Sam, concludfug, however, with 
the hitherto novel designation of JW\.).Jd-

Inscriptions of Kut~·ud-tl£n .A.i~eg. 

C. The second line of the Inscliption under the arch of the eastern 
entrance to the Kutb Mosque, at Dehli, dated A.K. 5871-1191 A.D: 

J $~ ~L. ~ !;~'=:-~ ~, J tJ} e !;Jb ~, 

~~ ~\J~~\.r-'\~\~J ~WJ~ ~.)~ 

1 General C1lDl1ingham, on his last visit to Dehli in 1862, critically examined 
this inscription with a binoeular. and was inclined to think that Syud Ahmad had 
been in error in reading this date as 687 instead of 689 (Arch. Report, p. 28) • 
.As I have, I believe, succeeded in satisfying General Cunningham that 687 it the 
correct 8CUlpture4 date, I should not have entered further into the question, were it 
not for the historical importance of the numbers in question. I stated with aome 
confidence in myeditioa of Prinsep's Essays (VoL i., p. 326) that the true date in 
this epigraph was 687 A.H., and my justiticatioa for so positin an assertion was 
that I had, in lanuary, 1855, very carefally studied the original, eYen to the 
extent of assuring myself of the bearing of eYer'[ liae and letter, by meana of • 
scaffolding erected for the purpose, which was necessary, 8.5 the inscription was 
high up, and, moreover, obscured ordinarily by the arch under and within which 
it was placed. In this examination I took eye tracings and paper impreeaiona 
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, ~ J ~\.aj' cUl?' ~\kL ~":i\ ~~~~\ ~~\ J t\lJ~' 

J~~.J~')~}? )'.J.JIJ 4J~~),J [sio] ~ 4J~ ~T ~ 
&.:;-\ r.l.!t t=-J.)~ ~ c;!.}IJ,JY, r.l.!t Ur 

{::nn:uaJ!~:'~ }.r.IS~.1b",1& ~J r~ C1~ ~ J,r Lj\~ 
ol!.J C1~\ -\::¥ ~~ ~ 

of all such parts as presented any difticulties, and this enabled me to correct, 

without hesitation, Syud Ahmad's reading of 

"J~~JIJ 4J~.Jb J,J ~.;4 ~~ t\l\~" 
into the text given above-but the date was to my apprehension so obvious, that 
\ did not either copy or take a rubbing of the words. However, to lij)t the 
question definitely at rest, I have now sent out to lJeh1i, and have had the doubtful 
passage examined anew by a most competent authority, and the reply received is 

that there is flO dotWt that the unit is ~ and not ~, the points are of but 

little consequence, the poeition of the elongated up-stroke settles the question, in 
these cases, and as for the "two dots," even supposing them to exist, the dots 
are so scattered a, hazard in ~ legends that but little reliance eould be place4 

upon their referring more directly to ~ than to the penultimate letter of 

~ W, which is immediately over it. Ibn Batutab, during his residence at the 

Com of Dehli (AoB. 734.-743), read the date on the original monument as 684 AoJL 

(French edition, iii pp. xi. 146, 161), but the mistake of substituting r:j) 
lour for ~ BeMJ, in the decipherment of the intertwined tugArG writing, 

would readily occur, even if the error is not due to the still more probable source 
of the careless copying of his autograph MS • 

..... regards the historical evidence to the date of i87 AoH. for the capture of 
Dehli by the Muslims, it is complete anll consistent in the best authorities; 
Hasan N'1Zlimi, a so to say contemporary, places the event in 687 (Elliot, ii. p. 
216), and MinMj-us-Sirfl.j repeats in various forms, while treating of the life of 
Aibeg, the confirmation of the same date. (Elliot, ii. p. 300; Calcutta text, pp. 
139, and at p. HI, in noticing Kutb-ud-diu's death in 607 AoH., it expressly adds, 

"trom the first conquest of Dehli (~'" i:! J)~') to this time 20 years"). 

The discrepancy which it has been attempted clumsily to correct in some versioDs 
of the Persian text Beems to have arisen out of the faulty narrative of the life of 

lIu'izz-ud-dfn ~ (Calcutta text, p. 120 and note, p, 139). 
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D. Inscription over the northern entrance to the :Mosque, dated 
A.I1. 592 == 11 95-6 A.D. 

J\.~ ~ '-'~, ,.W~"J J'~.l!. ~)\ ~)\ ~,~ 

'~'-=-'..r.-~ J ~\ t.:-.)~ J (Kuran, %.26)~' "'~ 

,.L r.:fi ~ ~.ll" ~.ll' r ~, ~UJ .... H~' J~ i). .•. .1\ 

~,J'ft" .J"" ~ 

E. Date on the Centre Gateway of the :Mosque, .1.11. 594 =A.D.1197-8. 

~l. ~ J ~ , ~} ct:..., ,~\ "='~~ d~\ c;;'v 
I consider that ill these inscriptions were executed under 

the direct auspices of Kutb-ud-din Aibeg, though he em
blazons his own name and title in a single and special 
instance. There is a further record of his active participa
tion in the erection of these buildings on the defaced lower 
band of the Minar, immediately over the foundation course, 
where ~s recognized titles of~' ~~\.J'~J\1 are still 
legible. I may remark, incidentally, with reference to the' 
much-debated question as to the assumed Hindu origin or 
the secondary adaptation by the Muhammadans of the par
tially prepared Kutb Minar, that General Cunningham's 
arguments, tending to prove the independent inception of the 
design by Kutb-ud-dl.n Aibe!l are to my mind conclusive, I 
and this determination asserts itself alU;gether apart from 
the internal evidence of the inscriptions themselves; for, by 

I Ksu-us-Sunnadeed, p. 13, ~~ J,\ ~.J'" u~ 14,r.tl'. Syud 

Ahmad Xhln, who has had great experience in these matters, restores, with lome 

confidence, a continuation of the legend, thus: ~} .... +~ ... ~\,~, 1\ 
~ ~J.ll'~' ~~, .J :;-~ 

I Archreologica1 Report, Season or 1862-3, pp. 29, 30, 31. 
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parity of reasoning-it the Mina.r had been a mere adaptation 
of Rai Pithora's one-storied building-would not a similar 
boast have decorated its largely sculptured walls to that so 
triumphantly engraved on the mosque of the same period, 
where the "twenty-seven Idol temples," the very pillars of 
which are seen in their varied ornamentation around the 
square of the court-yard, are monumentally recorded as 
having contributed to the erection ()f the dominating reli
gious edifice of the Conqueror's faith P 

The celebrated mosque at Ajm{r, which, like the edifice at 
the Rutb, was avowedly built of the materials contributed. by 
the local idol temples,l also bears an epigraph dated during 
the reign of 1\!u'izz-ud-dln Muhammad bin Sam. Colonel 
Lees has propounded a translation2 of this inscription, to the 
following effect :-

" (This Masjid was built) duriug- the guardianship of Akbar, the 
son of Ahmad (by the help of God), the creator, the everlasting, in 
the month of Zi-Hijjah, five hundred and ninety-six."-General 
Cunningham, Archreological Report, 1864-5, p. 9. 

Ttij-ud·dzn Bduz. 

Closely connected with the imperial coinages of Mu'izz
ud-din Muhammad bin Sam are the pieces struck by his 
Lieutenant IldUS,3 comprehending the various series in 
copper, silver, or gold, modified in their legends from time 
to time according to the relative positions of the master 
and the trusted slave, who had so won upon his lord's 
favour that the latter, before his death, had designed to 

1 At Ajm!r the Sultan "destroyed the pillars and foundations of the idol temples, 
and built in their stead mosques and colleges."-Taj-ul-Ma~ir. Elliot, ii. 215. 

a The text is not appended. 

3 Properly)~ 1Iildiz, .. a star." Elphinstone has "Eld6z." 
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appoint him his successor in Ghaznf.1 The earliest coins 
bearing the name of llduz, are those apparently struck at 
his original seat of government, Karman, a most important 
and vital position on the main line of communication be
tween Ghazni and the Indus, on the Bungush route.' On 

1 MinMj.us-Sirfl.j says the SultM gaTe him. ~~ ~ t!J ". black emign,.. 

o.\.!,~ J' C)1.hL.)' ~ ~~ ~ JJ IS ~i. C)~ ~>t:...)~ and 

T. N. Calcutta Text, 133. etc. c..:...J~ c..!J~~ I./)lc I.:)thL C)~ 
I The approximate position of this place is Lat. 33° 40', Long. 70" 20'. A. 

village of the name still exists to mark the ancient site. Ibn Athir refera to it as 

)JJ\f J J;~ ~ ~~ C)\""}, andfurther I.:)~' rf J~ r,;; ~\U J 
Other notic~ are to be found in Yfl.kut's Mushtarik, .~ fJ0C6.; Elphinstone's 
Cabool, i. 420; ii. 421 (362); R. T. Prinsep, Journ. As. Soc. Bengal, ~. 663; 
Bfl.ber's Memoirs, pp. 150-158; Briggs's Ferishtah, L 200; Price, Muhammadan 
Rist. ii. 309; Masson. Baluchistfl.n, etc. L 11* ; Wood'. OXUl. 151; Elliot's 
lIistorians. ii. 221, 651. 

Our khowledge of the geography of this part of the country bas been largely 
increased of late by Yajor Lumsden's" Mission to Kandahfl.r" (in 1808). His 
party pursued the direct route from Kohfl.t to'Wards Ghazut as far as Piwar. But 
little information is given in the report with regard to the particular place DOW 

called" Kirmfl.nt which appears to be situated oft' the main line of communica. 
tion, in a long aarrah or glen, extending for 15 miles to the W:N.W. between 
two bold spurs, parallel to the general run of the "Sofia koA raDge." The 
true dominating position of this key of India seema to have been the fort of 
Kurram, Eoorum, or Eurum, as it is variously written, or Kltrm, as it is pr0-

nounced; and here arises a minor question of orthography, and a doubt 
whether, amid all these various renderings of the name from oral data, the 
correct etymology is not to be found in the extant fC Eurram" aDd the plural 

Kurramdn [~l.j] with the double Pushtu r, II the term for the whole 
divisioD, instead of the "Kirmdn," which is occasiunally made use of. We have 
the generic Kurram river for the main lltreaIn, and "a tributary known as 
the Kurratnana," from the Arakzai mountain (p. 50), also the district " KlW1'fItm 
kMu." The o~ioll. of the short vowels in Semitic writing, and the im
perfection of the system of duplicatiDg consonants, haa alway. caused an un
certainty in the defbUtion of geographical terms; but all the materials in 
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these moneys he styles himself simply j~ ~.1 On his sub. 
sequent issues, when in charge of the metropolis of Ghazni, he 
accommodates his titles to ~W'.i~ ~~\, ~~\c:,\j »"..., ¥ 

the present case go to prove that the surviving local pronunciation should 
rule in determining the question. On the other band, the name of the Persian 
province of Kirmdn, under which gen8l'&l denominational head this place is 

classed by the Arab geographers, is itself unsettled and indeterminate, the 1if;f 
Krimi r.},." a worm," of the Sanskrit interpreters, is altogether against the 

Greek Kapp4lllAa or the Latin Carmania; moreover, our latest commentators on 

the Arabic form of I.:)"'-.J cannot pronounce decisively whether it should be 

transliterated as Kmnan or Kirmtm (Diet. Geogr. de la Perse. C. B. de Maynard. 

Paris, 1861).· The Pehlvi orthography of the official Sassaman coins is ,.,.,""~, 
where the simple absence of the expressed , presupposes the. short a. The 
fort of KtWrMlf, situated in about 30" 50'-70" 10', some 118 m,iles by road 
from Kohlt (p. 61). standing at an estimated height of 6,000 feet above 
the sea, is descn'bed by Major Lumsden "as the residence of the local 
governor. It is a square mud enclosure, with faces about 100 yards long, 
having IIwrjea, or round towers, at the angles and in the centre ot each face. 

There is but one gateway, towards the west; and around the interior of the walls 
are built quarters for the garrison and a bizu i while a second square, wi~ faces 
parallel to those of the exterior work, forms a citadel, containing the magazines and 
the quarters of the commandant; a covered way. and ditch which can be made wet 
or dry at pleasure, runs all round the works i the latter is crossed bi a drawbridge; 
••••• the thickness of the walls is not such as to resist artillery, although 
ample to present an insurmountable obstacle to any ordinary irregular .A.1fgMn 
force" (p. 61). The direct route to Kurman from Ghazni is variously stated by the 
Medieval Geographers at three or four days' march. We have no account of 
the intermediate stages, or the nature of the passes; but. even assuming it at 
four days' jqurney, the marching must have been good. Lumsden's map would 
make the distance, as the crow :flies, about 82 miles. 

1 1.R-A.B. ix. 380, No.9 (with the Karmdn Bull reverse). A binominal 
coin, without the USllal figured device, with ornamental Kunc letters (Ariana 
Antiqua, pL xx. ilg. 18), shows an advance upon this unpretentious legend to 

~~\ c:,U f-J\ ~\ '¥' Similar titles, but omitting the prilliminary 

IS¥, and in his own sole name, may be seen in No.8, 1.R.A.S. ix.380. 
These last coins have the Roneman revene. 
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but in either case reserving the place of honour for his sove
reign's laudatory designations (No. 23). There are several 
varieties of these mintages,l but the most interesting phase 
in the history of these viceregal issues, is the production of 
honorary posthumous medals (for such their unusual weight 
implies them to be), in the 80le name of the "Martyred" 
Monarch, some considerable interval after his death (Nos. 20 
and 21),2 followed by llduz's first advance towards virtual 
independence, still associated with the recognition of the 
~\ L:)\hL •• n, the JJlartyred Sultan, but marked by the 
assumption, in his own right, of the titles of ~\ L:)11W\ 
JrJl L:)\hL, "The great Sultan, Sultan of the East" (No. 
23). But the more direct bearing of the monetary ar
rangements of lld1l2l upon the Dehli series, with which we 
are chiefly concerned, commences when, having been driven 
out of Ghazni by '.AJa-ud din Muhammad Khwarzim Shah, 
and attempting to establish himself on Indian soil, he fell 
readily into the manners and customs of the country, and 
coined Dehliwalas, both in metallic alloy and typical design, 
assimilated to the prevailing local currencies of mixed silver 
and coppel', whose singular comprehensive range is even now 
but imperfectly determined. The legends on this partic~ar 
class of money, though frequently published, have as yet been 
only imperfectly interpreted.a They may, however, be safely 
transcribed as now printed (under No. 24). 

1 J.R.A.S. ix. p. 379, gold, No.6; xvii. p. 197. sill'er, No. 42. 
I The western tracUtion speaks of a reserve, on the part of the • Ul4m4, to 

recognize a slave king, but home testimony disposes of this 1iction in the a.ffirma.. 

tion of the immediate manumission and recognition of nduz by Mahmdd, the head 
of the family and direct heir of Muhammad bin Sam (T. A. p. 134). 

a Professor W"lison suggested the reading of "Bulbun," A.A., p. 433, but the 
tenor of the legend and the mere use of ~bld Fath, the special attribute of 
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No. 20. Gold. Weight, 320 grs. Size 10. Unique in this medal 
form. B.Y. Ghazni, A.R. 603. 

& \ J\ ~\ w\ ~ 

~\J,..,)~ 

L-LJI ~olf rW1 

~yJ\~\ 

lIargin, i~.J~.l!\ \lIb Y~ 

4tJ ~ '-!JU 4.:-)1 a4.!. j ~:.c .., '.J~--- .. J 

~~\ ~} k \ ",1\ 

J\ i.lJ\~ 

~yJly.\~..\I\ 

'r\-~~ 

Margin-in four divisions
containing portions of Surah 
lxi. 9. Kuran. 

No. 21. Gold. Weight, 96 grs. Size 7. Ordinary current form 

of coin, but with identical legends. B.Y. GhszuIJ A.R. 603. 

l.R.A.S. xvii. 196. 

No. 21a (No.4, p. 14). Silver coins similar to No.3, pI. i., dated 

A.R. 604 A.H. Col. Guthrie. 

the elder Muhammad bin Sam, would alone determine the association of the 

.coins with the Ghori series; the :final j of j~ which is freqv.entlyomitted. 

and ordinarily distorted even when defined, is quite obvious on some of the more 

perfect .coins in the British Museum. 
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No. 22. Gold. Weight, 61 grs. Unique. E. I. Collection. 
Ghazni, A.H. 1 

Central Area. Full Surface. 

I,;) \ \, \ ere '1 

Margin, .J. I~ ,~ 

~, 1,;)\ \, \..!\ 

~1J JrW' 1,;)l.kL 

~..u'J~..w' 
, .. 

AbU Rihan, in his l(dnun, specially designates Ghazni as 

J.r-J' ..:..<L.. )'iJ ~~ 

No. 23. S.1ver. Weight, 10S'5 grs. Ghazn1, A.H. 610. 
Col Guthrie. 

Small square area, with a broad 
margin. .t ! tm £_HS 

.w..J' JJ""J ~ 

w..J \ ~ ~ rW1 

~".J'~' 
Yargin-J \:J~\ ~\j ~r J ~ 

~~')~~~\ 

J cU~ i~) ~)~\.u y~ 

(~l..:....J~~)~ 
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No. 24. Silver and Copper Weight, 55 gra. 

The ChoMn Horseman in out- ~, \, \ 

line, with nduz's 8pecial 

symbol, '4 a atar," below 

the horse. 

Legend «l,.a(: 

r .. 

~t k 

31 

", 11 

'" 11 

For engravings, see Prinsep's Essays, xxvi. 45, and Ariana Antiqua, 
x::x:. 9. 

Defore taking leave of the Ghori connexion with India, it 
is as well to complete the series by a casual notice of the 
coins of Mahmud bin Ghias-ud-din Muhammad bin Sam, 
who succeeded on his father's death (in A.H. 599), under 
t~e appointment of his uncle, Mu'izz-ud-dfn, to the charge 
of the provinces of Bust, Furrah, and Isfarar. On the 
great Sultan's assassination in A.H. 602, Mahmud became 
the virtual head of the house, and nominally supreme over 
all the whole array of family slaves, many of whom had 
now become most powerful and effectively independent rulers 
in the various sections of the empire. 

The general type of execution of these pieces, their die 
sequence following the coins of Mu'izz-ud-din (No.5, ante), 
and the Hindi legends, alike confine them to Indian soil, 
though it is difficult to fix them to any special locality. The 
letters of the Sanskrit title follow the models of the Sindi or 
Punjabi alphabets in the reversal of the lower limb of the t 
and the open top of the 1f. But whether these coins were 
issued by TIduz, or by local governors opposed to his preten
sions on Muhammad Ghori's death, or even, as is not im
possible, minted by Kutb-ud-din himself, in the outlying 
districts of Lahor, it would be premature at present to 
attempt to decide. 
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No. 25. Silver and Copper. Weight, 48 grs. 
Types nearly identical with those of No.4, pl. i. 

The Chohan. 

Horseman. 

t:J\ \, \ .. J\ 

~IdJ~ 

rL--~ 
Traces of a dotted outer margin, peculiar to the Lahor coins, are 

visible on the better specimen.s. For an engraving of a coin ot 
Yahmud, see J .R.A.S. ix. p. 177. (See also J .R.A.S. xvii. p. 
198). 

SECOND KING (A..H. 602-607; A..D. 1206-1210.)1 

The narrative of the life of Kutb-ud-dfn has a more im
portant bearing on the traditional history of India, during 

the time he continued to act in the capacity ~General of 
Muhammad bin Sam, in the preliminary conquest of the land, 

than attaches to his career after he had attained the honours 
of kingship. From his actual accession, in 602 A.H., till his 
death, in 607, with the exception of his momentary conquest 
'of Ghazni from nduz, but little worthy of note occurred; and 
'the eastern section of the empire remained much in the state, 

J The exact orthography of the name has, up to this time, remained an open ques

tion. MinMj says-I:.I\~ ~ 'J~ &..::..-IJ J' J'~ ~~ 
'-:?~ J.:. ~ \ ~J \ ~-p. 138. This passage haB been so mutilated 
in Ferishtah's text II to make it appear that he WII called br u the Dame of 
Eibuk, from having his litUe finger broken" (Briggs, i. p. 190; see also Elliot'. 
Historians, ii. p. 299; and Col. N. Lees, J.R.A.S. vol. iii. N.S. p. (36); whereas it 
is clear from the passage now given that the J.!a Shal, "disjointed," "maimed," is 
the epithet, and Ai-lJeg the real name: derived from the TfU'ki. ~ "the moon," 

and ~ "Lord," Modem Turkish ~ Begh. 
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to which he himself may be said to have brought it, prior to 
his investiture with the emblems of regal dignity by Mahmud, 
the nephew and hereditary successor of Mu)1ammad Ghori. 

As I am anxious to compress these preliminary notices of 
the lives and fortunes of the different monarchs, I append in a 
tabulated form a concise outline of the more prominent events 
in which Kutb-ud-clin was concerned, derived chiefly from 
the Persian ~t of the work ot Mihaj-us Siraj, a contem
porary historian :-

Appointed to Government of Kohram (pp. 120, 139). 
A..H. 587. Captures 1d1rat and Dehli. (A..H. 588, the overthrow of 

Prtnvi Raja by :Muhammad Ghori.) 
" 589. "Koel. (A..H. 590. The Sulta.n defeats Jaichand 

of Benares and Kan~uj.) 
" 590. " Tangar (Biana). 
" 593. Expedition against :Ehlma deva of NahrwaIa. 

(Muhammad Bakhtiar Khilji operates against Behar and 
Bengal under the auspices of Kutb-ud-dm. (pp. 140, 
151). 

" 599. Capture of KaIinjar (Taj al :Maasir). 
" 602. Proceeds from Dehli to Lahor (in Zil Ka'dah assumes the 

title of Sultan in form). Contest with Ta.j-ud-dm 
llduz, and capture of Ghazni, from which he retreats 
after' 40 days' occupation (pp. 140, 134-5). 

" 607. Killed by a fall from.his horse, at Lahor (Taj ul Maasir). 

Kutb-ud-dln, while acting as Viceroy for Muhammad-bin
Sam, naturally issued the mon~ of his government in the 
name or'his master. No. 10 of this series bears signs of 
being the produce ot the Dehli mint, and probably repre
sents the ordinary coins produced under his auspices. The 
oriental reverence attaching to the right to coin militates at 
first sight against any inference th~t Aibek struck no money J 
bearing his own superscription; at the same time, it is 
possible that his experience in the realities of kingly. power, 

3 
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before he arrived at the nominal rank ot' an independent 
sovereign, may have rendered him careless of the mere out. 
ward forms of royalty; among which last might well be 
classed an issue of coin, for the sole purpose of proving the 
existence of the power of coining.' 

But many other reasons present themselves to account for 
what is, up to this time, only negative evidence of such 
abstention, i.e. the absence of any single piece, in the now 
ample modern collections, bearing his name and title. That 
he was not averse within safe limits to glorify himself, the 
Dehli Monumental Inscriptions have already shown; .that, 

Vassal as he was, a quasi vassalage was exacted from a 
fellow general in Bengal, is equally obvious.· But it is 
evident that a stray and subdued boast on an isolated 
building in distant Dehli, or an unwritten claim to 
allegiance from a still more distantly detached commander, 
whose :6.rst equipment was clearly due to his organization, 
were far less hazardous proceedings than the easily proven 
treason of coining money in his own name, specimens 
of which, carrying his obvious condemnation, might have 
reached his royal master by the very speedy transport of 
Indian runners.3 When he himself at last ascended the 

1 The coin attributed by Marsden to this king is from the mint of Kutb-ud
din-M uhflrak. 

:a Tabakat-i-N&siri, p.147; Taj ulllaflsir, in Ellot'. Historians, it pp. 332, 366. 
Some vague rumours of Aibek'. want of faith in respect to his full allegiance to 
his master, seem to crop-up, incidentally, in the local traditioDi wfllch reached 
Ibn Batutah in his journeys in the laud at 80 long an interval after the incidents 
involved (iii. 163). 

a In Persian history, during the Sassanian period, we have a curious example of 
what coins could do, where it was desired falsely to prove an act of rebellion
nothing more 'was necessary than to stamp coin in the name or the auspected 
party. 

The origin of this incident wls as followa :-Bahram Chobm, the general of 
Hormazd, the son of Naushirwan the Great, of Persia, after defeating the T6rb, 
under Sabah and his SODt near Balkh, sent a portion (one fifth) of the immeJl8e 
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throne at Lahor, his circumstances do not seem to have been 
very prosperous; all the available wealth of India had already 
been concentrated at Ghazni,l and he himself was possessed 
of an exaggerated propensity to Eastern munificence, which 
earned for him the titles of Lak BaMah, fC giver of Laks," a 

booty obtained on the occasion to the ling, his master, in whose mind doubts 
were created by hostile counsellors as to the good faith of BahrlIn in the matter, 
and harsh measures were contemplated against him; accordingly, to meet this 
movement, he adopted the expedient of coining money in his distant camp, bear .. 
ing the name of the ling's BOn and heir, KhusrU Parviz, who had himself no 
thoughts of rebellion. These pieces he forwarded in large sums to Madain, and 
other sections of the empire, a demonstration which directly led to suspicion in the 
father'a mind, followed very naturally- by the flight of the compromised Khusr1). 
from the capital into .Azarbaiju, and lIltimately resulting, after certain inter
mediate phases, in the absolute dethronement of the reigning monarch. 

Tabari's account of the details is as follows :-Bahram Chobin-

I..! J .).j~)..MJ.r>- ,.~; ~)~'J) ".J~)~.u t7 ~r..;i. 

J ,.)~ l.:)~ ..v..v~ V"~\ ~,~, .).j~.r. c.r.t'~ t7 ~,~ ~\j~j4 

F .fl'A .I.~) tJ}-fi..r.>- ~ .y~.r. ,.~.r- ~~)~ )~~ 

~ J, l.:)~ J i~ ~ cl.)~ l.:)~ J~). ~J ~J - -,.'M,.l..I) Po ~~, ,.)~ ~ ~ ~'..v.r 4:J\~ I..?,~y, 
~j ; ,.~ i1- t7 I..?,~h..,.) 

MS. Asiatic Society, Bengal. This is not a very first class text, but it is suffi. 
ciently intelligible. See also De Sacy, Mem. Sur Div. Antiquites de 1a Perse, 
895; Masauw., French Edition, ii. 214. 

cr..}~ ~ ~lJ\ ~~J\ ~.J ~J> )~ ~'r. )\ 1 

,jb'r. .A~ ~""'\ ~r.r ~ ~~ )~ ~ ~\ ~.Jb~ 
. p. 125. ~j ~4 ...st V"\:.i cI.~ ~~".;u 

See also Brigga' Ferlshtah, i. p.187. .. 

~~~'\~J~~~,\~2 
Tabakrl.t.i-Nleiri, Calcutta text, pp. 138, 149, 166. 
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and Hatim Bani, U a second Hatim Tai," which was anything 
but calculated to leave him an overflowing treasury. 

I revert to Muhammad bin Sa.m's coinages in order to 
notice his more peculiarly Indian issues, with reference to 
their bearing upon the present inquiry. His conquests, it 
may be remarked, were always associated with an adapta
tion, more or less complete, of the local currency; hence we 

find the peculiar type of the Ohon Horseman retained in 
its own locality;1 the distinctive Kurman outline of the Bull 
of Siva maintains its identity through succeeding foreign 
dynasties;' the Lahor mintages of Khusni Malik had already 
lost their typical emblems, and subsided into the use of 
simple literal legends in the Persian character;1 but Ajmir, 
Dehli, Multa.n, and Sind each preserved, but little modified, 
8 TU!Jhra outline of the early device of the first Drahman 

• 
kings of Kabul,4-the Cavalier with the reverse of the Bacred 
Bull, a type which survived in full distinctness at Damian 
to the days of Ala-ud-wn Muhammad Khwarizmi, and in the 
Horseman obverse descended to J eIal-ud-din, only to dis
appear under his Moghul conquerors.1i The Indian cur
rencies of the four localities above mentioned varied less in 

the typical details than in the forms of the alphabet ruling in 

1 No.6, pL i.; also I.R-A.S. xvii. pp. 198, 205. 

, The Kurm1n Bull was peculiar; instead or the recumbent posture of the pro
totype, it is represented as standing up, the legs having a very wooden appear
ance. The word (;)l..J Kurman is occasionally introduced on the aide of the 

animal. I.R.A.S. xvii. 205. 

8 Khusrti Shah (A..lL 547-556) is the last king who usee the recumbent Bull 
on the Lethor coinage. 1.R.A.S. vol. ix. pI. iii. No. 153.-Kh1lB11t Malik'. cow 
may be seen in Ariana Antiqlla, pI. xx. fig. Hi, and J.R.A.S. ix. pp. 373-4. 

, J.R..A.S. iL p. 177; Prinsep's Essays, pI. nv. 1'01. i. p. 299; .Ariana Ant. 
pI. xix. figs. 1-14. 

'I.R.A.S. ix. plate p. 177, No. 23, and pp. 381-2; 1.R-A.S. xvii. p. 203, 
fig. 10, illustrative plate. 
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each division of the country, and the care and artistio effect 

of the die execution. 
I do not propose to follow these peculiarities in any detail, 

but I wish to bring prominently to notice that up to the date 
of the death of Muhammad bin Sam (in A.H. 602) this Dehli
wdl or Ohital currency sufficed for all the wants of the Indian 
population, and that, as far as can be discovered, no money 
in gold or silver was coined in the newly conquered pro
vinces, with the exception of the equally imitative and ephe
meral sequence of Kanauj gold. This circumstance directly 
brings us again to confront the question as to whether 
Kutb-ud-din Aibek really issued coin in his own name P or if 
he co~tented himself with the ample circulating media he 
had already, as local governor, put forth in the name of his 
Suzerain P Kutb-ud-dln, as has been noticed, was celebrated 
for his liberality and profusion, and, doubtless, much of the 
wealth of India had recently gone to enrich the foreign in
,:aders, of every class, quite apart from what eventually found 
its way into the Imperial treasury. His fellow SipahsaIar in 
Bengal, Muhammad Bakhtiar Khilji, seems to have uttered 
no coin; and we ~ave seen the reserve exercised by Taj
ud-din nduz in abstaining from an independent issue, 
even to the extent of perpetuating his master's name on the 
currency long after his assassination. Minhaj us-Siraj, writ
ing as a contemporary, has left us a touching little episode 
in reference to these very matters. He tells us that Mu'iz
ud-dfn in speaking, on one occasion, of the failure of his line 
in default of male offspring, regarded the circumstance as a 
matter of merely subordinate regret, adding, "have I not thou
sands of children in my Turki slaves who will succeed to my 
kingdoms, and after my death will continue the Khutbah (the 
public prayer) in my name P" And the author goes on to 
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relate how, up to the date of his own writing in A.H. 658, 
such respect had been shown to the great Sultan's memory.l 

There is no doubt that the most authoritative historical 
statements concur in representing that Kutb-ud-din Aibek 

did coin money in his own name, but the assertions come 

only in the conventional association of the right to coin as 

one of the cherished and sentimental attributes of royalty.' 
The removal of his court from Dehli to Lahor3 may have had 

something to do with the ~on-appearance of money marked 

A,.J 4.~ ~..J ory ~U:, [~~~] I\'!'.J~ ~ ~~ ~ I 

1.::,..,..,\ ,ljj) );~ w,:~ ~ ol.!a~ ,lj.1.i J.J ~ ,lj)) ~ ~~L . 
,.Jf, .u'~ ~~\ I.!.J~ I.:Y' ~a....... ~ ~ ~ ~It.l:...! ~ 

~4~ J 1..:-..t\.J .lal,>. or\!; ~ r"'~ ~\.t... ~ ~ J' olI&! 

cl.lL..-. JS' Jj\ ~ ~~) l.!,j\;. or\'!'.J~ ~ ~~ ~..I. ~ ol.!a 

J ~ J ~W i.:- ~ ..Jf::w w,:\ ..r.~ ~~ \j ~~\::""'J~ . 
J.,Jw u- ~~.) ~W U--J ,lj.J""'; ~~ ~\ 4Jt..:.." 

'Tabakat-i-Nasiri, p. 132, Calcutta Text'-[~J] 

J\.., ~ ~J w,:~ \j ~.J e JJ'1' ,,' ~ t..:J~ " I 

'-:?~, J\"'..J~ L:J~ iL J ~ J.r::- 4 J' ~.1J • ~".Jy, 
T. N. p. If I .-.JJ! 

~ \bL I..:..J 't ~.J~ or)) y\l, r l.. .M..s:'" '-Jj\.c C}\kL. ~,;-J a 

.Jj. w,:..\!\~ ~\bL ;.J~ .;.J!.r. ~ rLt ~ .J~ c.:t~' I.!.J~ 

~I ~ .)~.:, .).J ,,\ .J\.J ~\k1.., ~ J .Jr) .r:- ~c.:t~' ~ 
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by his name, and the extreme crudity of the very rare pieces 
of Aram Shah, 1 with their ex.ceptional Persian legends, might 
also be taken to imply a disused or unpracticed metropolitan 
mint, wE!re it not that there is cause to assign these issues to 
the provincial governments of Gwalior or Kalinjar. 

Kutb-ud-din had so long effectively wielded. the powers of 
king that the death of the Suzerain Sultan made little real 
change in his position; and holding the essentials, he may 
well have ex.tended but slight attention to the minor demon
strations and manifestoes otherwise needed for a newly-made 
monarch. Had Kutb-ud-din left behind him numismatic re
cords in the higher metals, commemorative of his momentary 
occupation of Ghazni, in hostile opposition to Dduz,lI which 
was essentially a contest for kingship, it would have been 
quite consistent with probabilities; but the absence of purely 
Indian money bearing his stamp, under all the circumstances 
now stated, need cause no particular astonishment. 

~~ ~\... ~~ ~ ~ jJ).J~ ,~ )~) ~~ ~~ j\ d,jt...:.w , 

~r'; UNp,. )~i ~ ~ .I d,jt...:.w J ~\ ~ ~~I 

T.N. p. ff' 

1 Nos. 11, 12, pl. i. The other face of these coins is an imitation of, if not an 
absolute employment of, a ready prepared die of one olass of Muhammad bin 
Sams' Hintli money. 

II The p'eriod extended over forty days.-Minhaj us-Siraj, p. 135, Calcutta Text. 
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TmRD Kum (A.H. 607; A.D. 1210). 

'xram succeeded his father, Aibek; but after a re'ign, .cir
cumscribed in its geographical limits, of barely one year, dur
ing which he lost many of the provinces of his nominally in
herited kingdom, he was defeated and deposed by Altamsh, 
at that time governor of Budaon. Minhaj-us-Siraj mentions 
that at A:ram's death Hindustan was divided into four prin
cipalities-Sind, in the possession of N8.sir-ud-din Kuba. 
chah; Dehli and its subordinate divisions belonged to 
Shams-ud-dln Altamsh; Lakhnauti was held by the Khilji 
chiefs, 'Ali Maruan having thrown off his allegiance on the 
death of Kutb-ud-dln; and Lahor remained a subject of con
tention between the rulers of Sind, Dehli, and Ghazni. 

No. 26. (No. 13, Plate I.) 

Copper, 54 grs. Very rare. (KCinjar lfint?) 

OOver86, in imperfectly formed Persian letters-

~\kW\ .t.:. rt} ~\ 1!' -
The victorious .Aram Shah, the Sultan • 

.Rever8e-Rude traces of the figure or the horseman, similar 

to the outline or the device on the Narwar coins. 

No. 27. (No. 14, Plate I.) Copper. 

ObvBr8e-The same as that of No. 26. 
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PATHAN TOm! AT SEPREE, NEAR GWALIOR. 

From a sketch by J. Fergusson, Esq • 

.. AS a general rvle, tM Pathan tomb, are complete ""amplea 01 the SaraCMIic liyle, and 
.1&oto but ,Zlg1&t traoes 01 Hindu delJign. But this Will not always the CaBe; lor, lIB in t1&etr 
earl_ Mosques, they lo,neti,ne. appropriated the remain, 01 J aina architecture to laee 
them,.lee. the trouble 01 erecting the whole building from original matenal.. The,. com.. 
pound edifice. are frefJt.lBfltly composed 01 onllllour pillar" aupporting a .mall dome; ht 
",ore generally 01 twele., arranged, lIB the Jama dome. _"11 are, in an octagon worked 
Into a 'quare, 8tIpportitlg a dome 01 "ightly pointed lorm. "-Fergll8'Ofl, ii. 654. 

FOURTH KING (A.H •• 607-633; A.D. 1210-1235). 

Shams-ud-din-.Altamsh, the greatest of the Slave Kings, 

the slave of a slave: rising, however, to be general and Bon

in-law to his master, he finally superseded that master's son 

in the legitimate succession to the throne of Dehli. From 



42 THE 0011\S OJ' 

his accession, in 607, with the exception at his victory over 

Dduz, who was in possession at G ham! and other provinces, 
and an attempt to subdue his own brother-in-law, Kuba 
chah, king of Sind, his reign was, for some time, compara

tively tranquil, and remained, in effect, undisturbed by the 
threatened advance at the Moguls under Changiz Khan. In 
614 he billy overcame Kub6.chah, and annexed Sind to the 

empire. Subsequently the Governor at Bengal and Beh6.r 
was brought to acknowledge the supremacy of the central 

monarchy at Dehli, which had. been disclaimed. by Bakhtiar 
Khilji'a successors since the death at Aibek. The Sult6.n 
was employed. for some years in the subjection at those por

tions of the country which had remained. independent, or, 

having been conquered, had. revolted; and, before his death. 
Altamsh reigned over all Hindustan, with the exception of 

some tew insulated portions. The powers at Muhammadan. 

Sulta.ns, as rulers, as indeed those of all lordships or Hin
dustan, from its earliest history, seem to have been most 
indeterminate: at times, and in certain districts, extending 

to absolute possession ot soil and people on the part or the 

king, and full and perfect subjection on the part of the local 

governors' and those they ruled over; liable, however, at any 
moment, to endless fluctuations, as the strength of the Sove
reign, the power of the provincial Governors, or the spirit at 
independ~ce of the people rose or fell. In other cases, alle
giance confessedly extended only so far as a nominal recogni
~on of supremacy, or,even a tacit abstinence from direct denial 
of such; suffice it to say, that amanA' the multifarious tenures, 
and the many changes Imperialism was constantly liable to, 
one general rule of absolutism prevailed-that the length of 
the sword was the limit at the sway. Daring the course of 

Altamsh's reign, he received a diploma at investiture from 
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the Kha.Iif of BaghdM, a most important recognition to a 
Mllbamma.dan Sovereign, .and one that is remarkable as 
being the eBr?est notice taken by the arrogant Court of 
Baghdad of this new Indo-Muhammadan kingdom.l Mu-, 
aammad bin Sam, though he adopted the titles of the Khalifs . 
on his coins, did so probably not so much with reference to 
his Indian dominions as in virtue ot his succession to the 
throne of Ghazui, the monarchs of which dynasty had for 
centuries been acknowledged as orthodox Musalmaus, and 
their subjects recognized as part of the flock of the Com.! 
mander of the Faithful. The Indian conquests constituted, 
during the lifetime of Muhammad bin Sam, only a secondary 
portion of the whole Ghazui empire. Shortly after his death, 
however, when the Indian provinQes were erected into a 
separate kingdom, they ceased to have any dependence on 
the rulers of the countries whence the line of their newly 
installed kings had come. Altamsh died. in 634, and was 
succeeded by his son. 

Neither Oriental allthors nor Indian moneyers seem to 
have had any very definite idea. of the correct orthography 
of the name of this king. W a~~a£ gives it as Alitmish. 
Rashld-ud-clin, Mirkhond, and the author of the Khula
sat-ul-Akhbar, all differ slightly in their mode of spelling 
the word; and the masters of the Dehli mint will be seen 
to have been as little critical. The inaecision of these last 
is somewhat to be excused, seeing that the origin of the title 
in question, in its TUrki form, is still indeterminate. Gen. 

Briggs supposed that the name was derived from ~ (in 

modern Turkish), "sixty," which number of Tomam he had 
.. ,. 

1 "Chems eddln La1m.ich (~ i. p. 363) Cut Ie premier qui legna dana la 
ville de Dihly avec un pouvoir independant. Avant BOn. avl!nement au trane, il 
avait I!tlll'esclave de l'emtr Kothb eddtn Aibec."-lbn. Batoutahl iii. p. 164. 
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once realized in the slave market; but Bad6.uni gives a very 
different version of the derivation of the name. 

~~ bl.~.f ~.).J I.:!J.JJ; ~ ~T ~~ ~ I..:J:-) 

J~~ ~, ~.JJ,.. ~, C)~;J .Jy. r.l.!t 

OUTLINE 01' TIlE RISE 01' ALTlllSII. 

(Following the Calcutta Persian text of Minh8.j us Siraj, p.168, It Beg.)~ 

Purchased with another Turk, called Aibak TamgMj, for 
the sum of 1,00,000 jitals, by Kutb-ud-dln, at Dehli. 

Governor of Gwalior on its capture in 592 (p. 169). 
" of Barn (Bulandshahar). 

" of Budaon. 

1 I have submitted this passage, with the entire range of variani:B, to Mr. Redho1lSe', 

in the hope that he might solve the difficulty of the origin of the name. HiB rel'ly 

is not conclusive, though its grammatical criticisms may cbance to promote an 

eventual solution of the enigma. "Taking Badfl.uni's paragraph as text, I may point 
__ '" ", '" c.,., 

out that though ~ I means 'moon,' and ~ may stand for ~; 'he 
" "'I , 

took, seized, eclipsed,' -the latter word, in the passive form, ~; 'it was 

eclipsed,' etc., being always employed to express the phenomenon of an eclipse, u 
... """ " ..... /I' " 
~iuT 'the moon is or was eclipsed,' ~;uT 'an eclipse of the 

moon,'-still the J of our word is out of the required place. Badfluni's remark 

may be Cine of those eastern guesses one so often meets with, and really l>eside the 

mark j but taking it as it stands, and weighing also the Sanskrit transcription 

f~firfcrf1ffu, I would suggest that the J has become misplaced by the tran

scribers, and that the name was really one of the two passive compounds shown 

above, the J being dropped in writing, as is often found in Indian Turki Lexicons. 
Coo c..",,- "'~"L 

This would make . ." ., -- . r or ... ~ t -- ,-,. this latter being nearer to the 
~ ~, 

Sanskrit transcription, and to the Persian I~ ~ J, viz.,' d?/-tutulmui, eclipse 
" ,,, ,,,,, " 

of the moon.' To be correct, this should be written in two words ~~; 
..... "', , c,., 

and more correctly still, with a" as ~; uT.n 
I See also Elliot's HIStorians, ii. 322, etc. 
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SUlDURY OJ!' THE EVENTS OJ!' .ALUllSR'S RErGli. 

A.:O:. 607. Accession. Taj-ud-dm nduz sends him, in delegated 

sovereignty, a ";'4),.~ J.r:- (Umbrella. and Baton). 

Nasir-ud-din Kuoochah disputes his title to Lahor, 

Tibarhind, (Sirhind), and Kohrim. 

" 612. Taj-ud-din, driven into Hindust8.n by the Khwarizmis, 

is defeated, captured, and imprisoned at Budaon, 

" 614. 

where he died, as his tomb testified. • 

Nasir-ud-din Kuoochah defeated. Government ofLah&

confided to Nasir-ud-dm lIahmUd, the heir apparent. 

,,618. Jel8.l-ud-din Khw8.rizmi, defeated by Changiz Khan on 

the Indus, attempts to establish himself in Hindustan, 

but is forced to take refuge in Sind. 

" 622. Altamsh proceeds to Bengal, and receives the submission 

of Ghlas-ud-dln Khilji. 

" 623. :Rantambhor captured. 

" 624. Mandor (in the Siwalik Hills) captured. 

" 625. trchh surrenders. Nasir-ud-din drowns himself at Bhakar 

(pp. 144, 173). 

" 626. (In Rabi-ul-awwal) the Emissary of the Khalif Al Mus

tansir arrives at Dehli. 

,,626. (Jum.ad-ul-awwal). News of the death of the Sultan's 

eldest son, Nasir-ud-dln MahmUd, reaches the capital. 

" 627. Disturbances in Bengal in consequence. 'A.Ia-ud-d!n 

• Jani appointed to Lakhnauti (p. 174). 

" 629. Siege of Gwalior: captured, in Safar 630, after eleven 

months' resistance. 

" 631-2. Expedition to MaIwa, Bhilsa,l and Ujain. 

" 633. "towards Multan. 

" " (20, Sh'aban), Altamsh dies. 

J The ButkMna, the work of 300 years, noticed, its pm-tial destruction, eto. 
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No.' xxviii. 
Biwer. Weight, 149'7 grs. Very rare. Col. Guthrie. 

(Prinsep coin. B.ll'. Weight, 164 grs.) 

OBVERSE. 

Square arj:;r; 
17~ 
v 

.t UI SI .wI S 

Ul\ J;')~ 

Margin, ornamental scroll. 

!tEVEBSl:. 

Square area. within a circle. 

r~~' ~ .j 
__ , 4'-",J' 

J" .J 

Legend obliterated. 

I had, from the first, supposed that these exceptional coins 
were primarily designed to mark the occasion of the arrival 
of the Khalif's diploma, recognizing the new Muslim Empire 
of India-at Dehli, on the 23rd of the first month of A..H. 626 ; 
but the absence of any date on the single specimen I was 
able to quote in 1846, and the uncertainty with regard to 
the period of issue of the pieces giving the full and..,com
plete titles of the Sultan, made me hesitate to aSsume 
that these coins, bearing the sole and isolated name of the 
reigning Khalif of Baghdad, constituted the veritable com
mencement .of the silver coinage of the Dehli Pathans. I 
now advance the idea with more confidence, not only on 
the ground of the absence of all examples of any local silver 
pieces anterior to A.H. 626, but upon the relative testimony 
of the writers of the day, as I observe that Hasan Nizami, 
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the author of the Taj-ul-Matsir, refers his money values 
nearly exclusively to Dilliwdls, while Minhaj-us-Sir'j, who 
had more extensive and later experiences, reckons his totals 
in chitals and tankas of silver (pp. 162~4, 316). The Chitals 
I conclude to be merely a continuation or the old HindU. 
DehliwaIs under the more popular and less exclusively me
tropolitan name, without however accepting any necessary 
identity between the palpable coins and the money of account. 

It is quite true that the Taj ul Maasir alludes to Dirhams 
and Dinars,l but these were the names f>f the current coins 
of the conqueror's own land; and their mentiQn waS merely 
conventional, and in no wise designed to mark any :fixed 
variety of piece, as may be seen from the contemporaneous 
reproduction of the gold cu~ency of Kanauj (No. 17) in 
the full traditional fabrio and intrinsw value of the locality 
to which it belonged. Moreover, it may be seen how 
distinctly the Tanka" '\Vas the accepted and recognized 
term in India, by the fact that the great Mahmud of 
Ghazni, while continumg to make use of the ordinary 
mint designation of Dirham, in the Kufic legend, of his 
new Labor coinage 01 cc Mahmudpur," I admits the corres-

1 Hasan Nizfuni. says, for instance, in reference to the occasion of the capture 
of Benares by Mllhammad bin Sam, that the face of the dinM- and dirham 'lVaa 
adornM with the name and blessed titles of the king (Elliot's Historians, ii. 223). 
And again, on Kutb ud din's accession, "From'Peshawur downwards the public 
prayers and coinage of dinars and dirhams throughout the whole country, full of 
rivers, received honor and embellishment from his name and royal. titles" (ii. 236). 

II Albin1ni., M. Reinaud's ;;~;J ~ ./j Y' ~ Fragments, pp. 88, 114; 

AlbirUni, MS. KUdn)J ~ ~ Sir H. Elliot'~ copy; Elliot's Historians, i. 62; 

MSS. 11aikaki JI$,J.;.,e, variant.J#; Sprenger's Map, No. 13 ),\f.5,J.;.,e 
Post und Reiserouten des Orients, Leipzig, 1864; Juynboll, Lex. Geo. 

,. IIJ' r,.JW,;t, Dozy) j,J.;.,e • 
These coins have such special claims upon our attention, under many varied . 
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ponding word a laka (ora lanka) in the Sanskrit legend 

on the reverse. 
aspects, that I transcribe the latest revised version of the legends, and reproduce 
an illustrative wood-block of the Hindi face. 

Silver. Size, 4i; weight, 46'4 grs. Struck at Mahm4dp4r, A.H. 418, 419. 

OBVEBSE. REVERSE. 

iI"4ifi~~ 
AlJyaktamek. 

~tU{ii( 'liIl 
Muhammad A-

• 
crm ijlI 

vatdr Nripa-

f?(~ 
ti Makmud. 

.. The invisible (is) one. 

tJW\ J 

J' 4-Ll1 J,...J ~ 
~ UJ..w\ &:J .: ~ 

; \.. n ~\ J 

tJ~ 

~J~\ ,~ Y~ ~\r. 

i~ ~W i.:- )y'iJ~ 

~\.u"J~ 
Margin-il"4'if11li ~i{ 'liIlli tea triIl4t'atC(S( ~ gqc 

"Muhammad incarnation. 

" King Mahmfld." 

.A.bgaktiga nams agam tankam tatd JJ£aAamUdpur SamfJati 418. 

In the name of the invisible (B'ismillah) this tanka, thus (corresponding with 

the Arabic Y, Persian &.! "in"], (struck) at Mahm4dp<U, Samvat 418. , 
Other examples, with the Kufic date of 419 A.H., vary the marginal legend u 

lollows:-

'liIlti icii 4tt1.,(9'( ~ trill fircilit'( ~ gqc 
.A.yam tankam MahmUdpur gkat' tata jiklgera SamfJaU 419. 

This tanka struck at Mahm6.dp<U then [in] the victorious Samvat 419. 

I do not attempt either to correct the orthography or endeavour to reconcile 
these vernacular transcripts with the demands 01 Sanskrit grammar. It is obvious 
that-aB is the case with records in the areas-the local legends on the margin. 
are intended to be reproductious of the ruling Kufic context; as such, the Hindi 
'Version may be said to have its intentional meaning already declared. The 

singular orthography of ~11 for iftlf and trill for if'n, which even thus 

amended is scarcely intelligible. as well as the somewhat forced meaning that 
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In consecutive accordance with this suggestion of an 

has to be applied to ~, are all open to criticism j and still more so is the 

rendering of fii(cinl, as victorious j but the fOl is in its fit place, and there are 

many in1lexions of l!i'Mi, "to do," mt I'an act," HindUBtani IJ) ·,to do" 

(\$ kigd, "done," etc.), which might fall in with the present loose conditions 

in so popular an expression as "Victorious Sp.mvat." An association which is 
the more natural, as this particular type of money seems to have been introduced 
for the purpose of marking MahmM's final triumph, in getting possession of 
U.hor, a conquest which was not achieved so early as has usuall,. been supposed. 

On previous occasions, when I had fewer specimens to depend upon, and none 
that gave the written Kufic counterpart of the Hindi figured date for 418, I read 
the unit figure as ~ = 2. I now see that it is in effect an oddly shaped 1:; = 8, and 

that the 9 is formed, like many of our modern figures for the same number, by 

an addition to the 8 itself, thus C; the g is the ordinary form, and the q follows 

the proper Kashmiri outline of that figure. The Kufic dies for these coins must 
have been entrusted to a first-class artist, for they are uniformly excellently 
fashioned and correctly marked in the details j whereas the legends on the Hindi 
face of the coinage vary considllrably in their execution, and the orthography 
and the.Jorms of the characters themselves are crode and uncertain in the 
extreme. Nevertheless these briefrecords contribute several valuable indications 
of the advance made in the Sanskrit palreography of the period. 

The derivation of the term Tanka is uncertain j Erskine (whose note on the subject 
is appended) supposed that it came from the Chaghatai Turki for wMte, but this 
is scarcely probable. The word may have been of Tnraman origin, very early 
identified with Indian speech j we have it in various forms in the modern verna
culars. Wilson remarks that lakd is .. in all the dialects laxly used for money in 
general," as tankd is "a stamped coin in general, but the latter word also meant 
a weight of silver equal to four md8ha8. In Telngu, fankam is "a coin formerly 
current, but now used only in account, equal to four silver janams. There was a 
gold fankam and a copper coin similarly named, both obsolete. Hence, we have 
l'i1(I<!ff tanka,dld, "a mintj" but, on the other hand, we have ~and 
lanka (Canarese). tincal, "Borax," which may re.associate the term with "white." 
Erskine says, "It may be added, that the word tanka or tanga is of Chaghatai Turki 
origin, being derived from tang, which in that language means whittJ; having the 
Bame origin as the asper (from I1tT71'pOS, white) of the modern Greeks, the Ak-cha 
of the Osmanli Turks, the tdtari of the Mingrelians, and many other monies, all 
originally signifying whit, (Josa fa Barbaro in Ramusio, ii. 96). The tengi of 
Khwwm would appear to have been worth the fourth of a crown (Astley's 
Voyages, iv. 484). At the present day in Persia the tanga seeDlll to be worth only 
64. (J. B. Fraser, Travels in P~rsia, p. 81)."-Erskine's Rist. India; i. 546. 
"21 tunga,=tilla, or lh. 9·09U." (Bokh.ua Money Tables, J.A.S. Bengal, vii, 
898. On the other hand, Vambery gives a totally different word for" white" in 
Chaghatai, keeping the ~ tengtJ to the simple meaning of "Monnaie d' argent." 

The Russian Aeol>ra J)6tlfli. 
4 
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initial era for the purely Muhammadan coinage or the new 
Dehli empire-incident to hierarchical recognition £rom the 
Oourt of Baghdad-there follows naturally an explanation 
of what has heretofore constituted a difficulty in determining 
the application of the titles of Khalif and .d.mfr til .MuminJn, 
expressed in Hindi characters on certain classes of Dehli.rc1l8, I 
which are now seen to refer to the" Commander of the 
Faithful," whose fame extended throughout the Muslim 

1 The primary intention of the words 1ft ~: Sri Hamm/ral occurring on 
the newly adapted currency of the local Sonreigna of India (NOI. 6, 10, 11, 12, 
etc.), has been the subject of controversy since the first pUblication 01 specimeDJ of 
these pieces by James Prinsep, in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal tor 
1836 (vol. iv. pp. 679-682, the original text of which is reproduced in his Eaeaya, 
voL i. pp. 306-310). Prinsep himself was disposed to identify the fI4If7N (81 he 
supposed it to be), with that of the Hamtra of Mewar, who lUCCe8doo to the 
throne in A..D.1300. Prof. Wilson, on the otheT hand (Ariana Antiqua, p. ~32), 
imagined that the designation belongoo to 1M " Bamlra of H1n.si, in the time of 
Prithvi Raja" (p.60, infra). My own early impressions induced me to inter that 
the title was intended to replace the conventiona14.mSr III M_inE", 10 constant on 
the one mrf'aee of all orthodox Muhammadan issues (I.R.A.S. ix. (1846), p.llll; 
Prinsep'a Essays, i. ;31 j Elliofs Historians, ii. pp. 8, '28). This conclusion 
was contested by Sir H. Elliot and General Cunningham (Elliot'. Index to the 
M)1bammadan Historiana of India, published at.!gra in 18'9, p.16:1), and formed 
the ~bjeet of a second Note by the formeT, written many yeara ago, but which I 
considered it my duty to publish exactly as it was found among his papers, un
altered and nncommented upon (Elliofa Historians, ii. 403). III now reviewing 
the whole question, under the new evidence, in its uried aspects, that baa been 
imported into the inquiry by coins, inscriptions, and the large accession to directly 
contemporaneous history, I hal'e no hesitation in B1ln'endering my early theory. 
Much of the incidental testimony latterly brought to light, and which Iee1J1ed, at 
firSt sight, calculated to support the identification with the titular cIeaigruWon of 
the Khalit, when examined more c1oae1y is found to admit of a directly contrary 
interpretation, as I myaelf had suggested in 18li8. I all1ld8 especially to the 
appearance of the term ~ SAalipluJ, which succeeds to the exact position 
on the coina previouslY'occupied by the Sri Hammir", and to the altered aspect 
that coincidence beam, when taken in connection with the more clear and emphatic 
definition of the title of the Pontiff, at _ more opportune moment, under the im
proved orthography of .. Sri Amir aIm, " etc" above described. 

The coin No. 18 definitively connects the prefix ~rf HlMnir. with Muhammad 
bin Sam, and the P6lam Inscription {infra} conclusively determines the continued 
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world, even to the Delta of .the Ganges.l The earliest 
pieces of this description, which were designed to convey 
to the subject races of Hindustan, in the letters of their 
own speech, the title and designation or the supreme Pontiff 
of their conqueror"s faith, bear on the one face~ above the 
conventional horseman of the first lkahman kings o£ Kabul 

the words lJIl ~ 8ri 8kalpha (Khalifa), and on the other 
surface,. Wstnouted around the Bull of Siva (whose image 
has nearly disappeared. in the interwoven lines of the' later 

tugnras), the curtailed.legend ~ "'to \f'illf .• Sri Amir alim •. , 
an apparently crude reproduction of the Arabic ~J ... n~l. 
To these, again, succeed, in due order, the coins of similar 
fabric issued during the reign of Ala-ud-din Mas"aud,1l which 

retain the ~ Bhalifa on the one side, while the more
ample title of the" Chief of the Faithful" is- replaced by the' 
King's own regnant designation, following,. in so far, the· 
practice- of his grandfather, wh~ had very early superseded 
the exclusive mention of the ruling Pontiff. 

To complete the evidence of the intentional use of the title 
of the Xhalif on the lower coinage, I am now able to quote 
the record of Mustansir's name in Hindi as the counterpart 
of the Arabic definition of his-designation and official recog
nition on the Silver Coms, No. 28 •. 

use of the royal. title af $ri Hammlra, in its application to the then reigning 
mona,rch, in contradistinction to the various honorary epithets associated· with the 
names of his predecessors. And, on the other hand, the seeming anomaly of the 
indifferent employment of the !Ugher and lower titles of Sultdn and ..tlmir is 
fOund to be sanctioned 1>y historical usage from the times of Mahmlid of Ghazni 
and his son Masa'ud. See .l1llJ$hmi (Reinand's Fragments, pp.135, 164); Baalulki, 
Elliot's Historians. ii. pp. 65, etc. 

1 Coins of Nasir-ud_dS.u MahmM Slid'" of Bengal, and numerous sPecimens of 
the Lakhnauti mintages of Riziah.-Plate i. No. 27 of this work, and Initial 
Coinage of Bengal, pp. 38, 42, and coin 28 BUpt'd. 

II Prinaep'. Eaaaya on Indian Antiquities, voL i. 332; Elliot's H'lStorians, ii. 248. 
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The Khalif Mustansir billah. 
No. :avilla. Copper. Weight. 53 grs. :My cabinet. 

No. 28~. Copper, with a small proportion of sUver. General 
Cunningham. Two coins. Weight, 52 grs. 

HORSEMAJ. I Bll'LL. 
~ l.Fitq: ? 'If • • 4J\t f\l ~ ~ 

SrS Skallp1UJk. • •• m •• JfUltanrir "illak. 

These legends are very imperfect, and have only been 
restored from the three specimens cited above. The com
pound letters ~, must, are palpable and unmistakeable on 
two coins, and the fq si is legible on both General Cunning
ham's examples; the concluding m is so far conjectural 
that the " alone is positively apparent on one coin; and 
what I have given as ~ r may perchance stand for the short 
i in billah. 

Snam8-u~t1Zn Altam8h. 
No. xxix. (New variety. No. i. I'L vii.) CoL Guthrie. Silver. 

Weight, 158 grs. A.R. 632. 
Circular area. Square area, double lines • 

.t ~ n ~\ ~\ ~ r t:. • .,n L:,IW\ 

1lI\ JJ""'.J ~ ct.1l~ ~~\ ~ 
1lI\ .r-~~\ ~'..J A t:.J\ j,\ 
~.J-.Hr' ~}.'~1~\i L:,I\Y.:n 

Margin-~l.:..., , ~ J~' 
Margin, four small scroll orna

ments. 

No. :xxx. (No. 13, pL i) 
I'rinsep colleetion. RY. Silver. Weight, 163'5 grs. 

Three new specimens, weighing severally 150', 160', and (an 
oxydized coin), 145' grs. Col. Guthrie. 

Legends similar to No. 29, with the exception of the ~J\ 
1'th te tfl • _~\ II .. egrea s, whichreplacesther _ thegreat,"ot'thelormer. 

Many of these coins concur in the faulty rendering of the real 
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name of the Khalil ~~..J'.:z'.",J' AI mustan&r llillah, by ~'r~ 
ll' amr illah. The placo of mint8cr.e is illegible, but two specimens 

retain traces of an imperfect date, thus J~ ~ ••• ~ ~. 

No. xxxi. Silver. Weight, 168'S grs. .Lx. 632. 

O~VE11SB as No. 30, omitting the Nag",. .Amir .AI Muminin. 
REVERSE as No. 28. Square area. 

lliRGms, alike on both faces, 

~l..:..., J I:J:\~ J ~\ 4:-J •• ~ ~, ,~ ~~ 

The fourth trial-piece of Altamsh seems to have satisfied 

the mint authorities, and to have been officially adopted as 

the standard monetary type of the Indian Empire, and as 

such continued to be issued in the same form~ and with but 
slightly varied legends, by the kings who came after him, 

in unbroken sequence, for a period of more than ninety 

years. The gold coinage, which makes its appearance later, 

is clearly :framed upon the same model, being identical in 

weight and design, though necessarily sligl},tly reduced in 

bulk. Such of ..Altamsh's silver coins as have reached us 

are obviously of impure metal, an imperfection to have been 

expected in the issues of a newly organized mint, but his 
successors very early secured a high degree of fineness in 
both the gold and silver coinages-indeed~ as far as the 

metallurgical science of the day extended, they aimed at 

absolute purity. The real, pervading currency of the realm, 

however, obviously consisted of the time-honored, and widely 

dispersed bilUm money, and the subordinate copper pieces, 

which the Muslims inherited with their new dominions 

from the lochl princes. In addition to the continued issue 
of but slightly modified types of Dehliw8.Is with the tra

ditional Bull and Horseman device, Altamsh introduced 

abundant varieties of small change. I need not recapitulate 



54 mE COINS OF 

the minor peculiarities ot these novelties, though many ot 
them are now for the first time published; but the incidental 
gradations of the IIi.n.di legends on some of the provincial cur
rencies illustrate, in a curious degree, the slow progress of 
the effective conquest of, or real submission by, the native 

dynasties, and occasionally disclose an inconveniently pre
mature boast on the part of the historians of the invading 
race. One of the most instructive series, in this respect, is 
the coinage of the heads of the Rajput nationalities, whose 
feudal attachments and heroic .contests have been embalmed 
in the barclic chants of their own tribes, and whose folk-lore 
and traditions have been garnered up and enthusiastically 
commented on by Col TOO,l who so truly identified himself 
with the home life and familiar institutions of these peculiar 
races. Our knowledge of the more essentially antiquarian 
remains, extant inscriptions, and legendary history of some 
of the older states of Rajputana has lately been materially 
advanced by the patient investigations, traced site by site, 
and the resulting comprehensive archooological reports of 
Gen. Cunningham, addressed to the Government of India ; 
the best testimony of my appreciation of which is expressed 
in the numerous extracts and references incorporated in the 
following pages. 

The coinage of northern India, as we have seen, at and 
prior to the invasion of Muhammad bin Sa.m, consisted 
of Bifton money, of a type imitated from the less alloyed 
Sih'er coinage of the Brabrnanical kingsl of the Punja.b, 

1 Annals of Rajasthan, by ColI. Tod, London. 

2 Albirdni uses the words '( ~1 t \ 1.J· ,and ~ \." W 11\ ,oW r ;r. ~ /.oj, :.r.. 
The Jlm'i a1 Ta'Wfuikh. has tl;...,L. w!r.l\ t.:J" which certaiW1 100m to 
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whose early seat of government had been located. at Kabul. 

Albirwp.'s aQcount of this dynastYa and the resistance offered 

by its later members tQ the advance of the g:r:eat Mahmud 
of Gliazni, concludes with the narrative ot th~ ex.tinction of 
the race in the person of Bhima.l?a.I~ in A.H. 416 (A,V. 1025): 

Whether AlbirUni haa prese:rved the full and continuous 
succession in the eight names he enumerates is doubtful; but 

it is cl~ that there is a break in the terminology between 

the foUl' lea(ijng names on his list and the designations pre
served in the second division, while the variation in the no

menclature at their point of juncture, coupled with an ap
parent cessation of coinage on the part of the leading kings 
of the second period, seems to indicate the indirect accession 

of a more southern and definitively Rajput race, unaccom. 

pamed by any such overt rupture1, or dynastic revolutiop, as 

shoulel reach the comprehension of a stranger to local tra-
dition or the unwritten law, which SQ readily accepted the 

most powerful king for the time being, as the Suzerain Malui, 

,,4ja, wherever he might be domiciled, or whatever sectional 
creed he might choose to reserve for his own private con
science. I was originally under the impression that the coins 
of .A.1Jangpdl and Sallaksnanpdl (Nos. 32, 33, infra) belopged 
to the sixth and seventh kings of Allliru.ni's consecutive 

series, supposing that, the One name b~ing identical~ the 
other might represent the designation of his successor, so 

strangely perverted by the Muslim writers into the many 
varying forms of M. Reinaud's I' NARDAJANP.AL." I am 
now, however, disposed to transfer the pieces bearing the 

epigraph of "Ana.l}-gpal" to the king of that name,. who 

point to absolute caste in contradistinction to mere creed. The '.tUrk kings 
were Buddhists. 
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completed Ldl Kot, and reedified Dilli, about the middle of 
the eleventh century;1 and, while seeking a new owner 
among the closely contemporary sovereigns for the coins of 
Sallakshanpdl, to restore to the second Jaipdl the tribal 
prefix of Tuar.' The general style and fabric of the 
mintages of AnaI}gpal remove them, in. a marked degree, 

J "In Mewar is Samar SinU, who takes tribute from the mighty. • • In 
the midst of all, strong in his own strength, M undores prince, the arrogant 
Nahar Rtw, the might of Maroo, fearing none. In Delhi, the chief of all 
.Anunga, at whose summons attended the princes of Mundore, Nagore, Binde, 
Julwut, and others on its confines, Peshawur, Lahore, Kangrs, and its mountain 
chiefs, with Kasi, Priag, and Gurh Deogir."-From "Chand'," Cluoniclo, 
Tod's translation, i. 224-. "The author adds, the Chohans of Ajm~r owed at 
least homage to Delhi at this time, although Beesu1-deo had rendered it almost 
nominal; and to Someswar, the fourth in descent, Anungpal W81 indebted for 
the preservation -of his supremacy of his kingdom against the attempt 01 Kanouj, 
for which service he obtained the Tuar'. daughter in marriage, the issue of which 
was Pirthi Raj, who, when only eight years of age, was proclaimed 8uccesaor to 
the Delhi throne. Jeichand of Kauouj and Pirthi Raj bore the aame relative 
situation to Anungpal, Beejipal, the father of the former, 81 well u Somenrar, 
having had a daughter of the Tuar to wife." i. p. 225. 

, M • .Reinaud and Sir H. Elliot have collected together numerons nriants 01 
the initial portion of this DaIDe, as it appears in the di1l'erent Arabic and Persian 
MSS. General Cunningham has also quoted many pOlISible readings of the 
Persian letters forming the name of JJudah, the King of Bind, of Maa'audi; in 
illustration of which he contributes three several Hindi versions 01 the name or 
Twir, viz., ~f ~, and~. Colebrooke gi..ellom. eighhariantl 
of the authorized orthography of the name of Chohrln, and nearly as multifarious 
a list of the Hindi nrsions of the name of Dehli (Transactious of the Royal 
Asiatic Society, 1827, i. 137). See also Memoirs of Races N.W.P., Sir H. Elliot 
(London, 1859), i. 63, and ii. p. 294-, where he quotes the well known passage-

'qfti f~T ~ ~ Ii(l,,~ 
~1ft~~~ 

" First in Dihli was the Tllmar, then the Chauhin, 
And afterwards Yogal and Pa~hlll1." 

Of course, if this interpretation of the prefix to the secoDd 1 aip!il's name is to 
be accepted, we must either surrender the previous suggestion that the great 
~aipal Was a JJhatti (J.R.A.B. xi. p. 184-; Elliot's Historians, ii. 426, 440; Tod, 
1. 251), or else adopt a not improbable alternative, that Rijput Princes had 
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from the category of the more finished. monetary specimens 

of the first section of the Kabul dynasty, even as their 
treatment in tugkra, size, and metal. approximates them. to 

the more pm;ely Indian currencies of the later epoch. The 

absence of any coms of J aipaI I., AnandpaI I., Tudr J aipaJ., 
or BhimpaJ., need. scarcely create surprise, now that we have 

learnt from Mahmud's own historians l what a life he led. 

these later representatives of the ancient dynasty; so that, 
when Bhimp81 retired to his last stronghold at Kangra,9 he 

had already become but of small repute in the political comity 

of the Rajas of northern India. 
AbU. Rihin AI BirUni.'s list of the Brahman kings of Kabul 

and their Indian successors is as follows: After Kank, ~, 

family designations indicative of the Got or tribe of the mother. I am not at aU 
sure that sucb a supposition would not go far to explain the difficulty environing 
the name of" Gola," which has been made into "slave" (Tod, i. 179), "natural 
son," etc. etc., but which would more reasonably answer to some of the vernacular 
renderings of "GeMotl1," (" Someswara, originally called Prithvi Raja, was a 
GuAila by the mother's side."-Cunningham, Arch. Rep. p. 14) i equally as some 
of the prefixes to J~ ).y. PUr Jq,ipdl and "PtFrou Hihu.l"· (Elliot, ii. 4.) 

may chance to accord with the classical Pramar. The Muhammadan authors 
seldom specify, and probably but imperfectly realised the gradations of Hindu 
castes; but the T6.j ul Ma6.sir, in speaking of the investment of K6.linjar in 
A.D. 1202, mentions that cc the accursed PtJNndr, the Rru, :fled into the Fort," etc. 
(Elliot's Historians, ii. 231, and p. 2281ldi Solank!. pdl, of Gwalior, A..l>. 1196). 
Pan"Mr dynasty at Marwar from A..l>.1l29, II the last PariMr Raja," escapes from 
GtiJu.lior in A.D. 1232, on its capture by Altamsh (Cunningham, Arch. Rep. 
1864-5, p. 29). The Parihflr dynasty of Gwalior extended from 1228 A.D. to the 
final capture in 1232 (pp. 50, 56, ilJitl.). Of course, these are merely suggestive 
speculations, but; it is clear from the numerous quotations concerning tribal 
divisions among the 'R6.jputs preserved by CoL Tod, that the Gotam distinction 
would be as likely to be kept prominently in view among individuals as among 
the clans themselves. In referring to an earlier period, CoL Tod enumerates the 
contingents furnished from each state. "from .Ajmit the Gor. Debli the ,7Ua,. 

Putun the CMtotWG RijdhUl'J Kanouj the &htor, Jesulgurh the BAu.tti. L6.hot' 
the BOO8f.I, and from Nadolaye the CAoMn." i. 248. 

I Elliot's Historians, ii. pp. 19, 22,24, 33. 47, 50. I Elliot, ii. p. 34, 48. 
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II the last of the Kutu.rman. kings," come, in succession, the 
Brahmans-I. Kalara,~; 2. Samanda, ..\Nt\...; 3. Kamlua, 
~; 4. Bbima, ~ i1 5. Jaipala J~; 6. Anandapala, 
J~~'; 7. Nardajanapala, J~~; 8. Bbimapala,J~~.1 

I subjoin notices of the coins of such of the Indian kings as 
are connected by similarity of types with the later members of 
this dynasty. A summary of such pieces as can be attributed 
with any confidence is subjoined. 
No.1. Tuar •••••• Anangpala of Dehli ............... .l..D. 1051-1081. 

2. Chandel.. SallakshanpaIa of Yahoba •••••• A.D. 1085-1105. 
3. Ditto ...... YadanapaIa of ditto ............... A.D. 1130-1163. 
4. Chohan ... Someswara of Ajm{r ••••••••••••••• A.D. 1167-1169 . 
.fj. Chohan ••• rrlthvi MjaQf Ajmir and Dehli, A.D.,1176-1192. 

6. ? Chahar Deva of Ajmlr ............ A.D. 1234-1254.' 

1 I may as weU'reproduce the latest revised readings of these names, 
as obtained from the coins. 

a. A king of the old dynasty, with the Elephant and Lion device, 

m ~ ~ Sri Verka deva. 
Kabul dynasty-I. 'Q\ Q\!Iqfcl ~ SI'I Syala pati deva. Arabic 

equivalent of AI Dirnni (revised)..;L. The name of Byala seema to be 

connected with the Byala J ats in the Punjab, By6.lkot, etc. 2. '" 

~ ~ SI'I Sa1JJantadeva.·~\.... 3. m,,(qqiili!SI'IKAvada
vayakak. ~. (The initial in this name might possibly be read aa 

.. 1fIJ. The intercbange of 88, I!I', with'" and ka', is unlimited. The 
letter, on tbe other hand, may possibly prove to be an ... a, as a very 

• similar outline is given to the indubitable 'Va's on some of the Indian 

coins of AIIi-ud-din l\Ias'aud. infrll.) 4. 1ft If\1:f ~ Sl'i Bhl"" 

deva. r*-' To show bow early the lIubammadans began to trespan 
upon the royal stamp of the Klibol kings, I annex a cut 

• 

of a coin of Mas'aud of Ohazni, with bis name in Kufic 

... 0 letters (&J~) clearly legible abcwe the horse'. bead. 

I Mr. Dayley, who owns this piece, has a limllar specimen 

bearing the Dame of l\Iuhammad (M.s;"'), lIas'au.d'a 
brother and predecessor on the throne of llahmud. 

I M. Reinaud, Fragments Arabes et Persana relatifa a l'Inde. Paris, 1846. 
• There are four novelties in this series, the names on which eaD be bui im. 
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No. 32. 1. A\1anga paIa deva. 
Silver and copper. Weight, 48 grs. (Ariana Antiqua, xix. U; 

I.RA.S. vol. ix., illustrative plate, figs. 9, 10.) 
Horsemau.. Bull. 

m~'qR~ 1tNcrlft~~ 
Mtfdhava Sri Samanla deva. 

perfectly read and for which we are unable to find positive identificatlol1B. They 
may be tentatively transcribed as follows:-

No.1. 
(Three coillB.) 1.R.A.S. ix. ~"'S.17, IS. 

Honeman-'3ft cilfir . ~ Ball-. tmr 'it ~ . . 
~ri Killi • D(Jf)fI. 

No. 2. (One coin only.) 

fqfdiUC ~: ~ •• 
PacAim&J Det7fJ, llfija , 

or PitAimIJa Dwfl. 

[? cftaluc ( 
P'ddmIJar l. 

No.3. (Three coins.) 

Wl'~USf~ 
$ri Plpala lldjG D(Jf)a, 
or PlpatUJ ll4Ja D(Jf)a, 

• PdltJ $ri SamtJ • • 

'CHi ,CC 0 '3ft~~ 
4&dwari $ri SamtJntG Dwa 

Ditto. 

There was a J>ipanjar R~ja, a Khichi ChoUn, a contemporary of Prithvi Rfl.ja. 

·e e' 
No 4. Silver and copper. (Three coins.) Gen. Cunningham a. Mr. Bayley. 

BULL. 

'!it Cfi~'<CC 
$rl Kalha tkfJa , 

My cabinet 6. 

On the saddle cloth of the Bull 

~ "light." 

HOllJlEMAN. 

Legend illegible. 

This last coin cllifera materially in the d\ltails of the design from Nos. 1, 2, 3, 
and offers the peCllliarity of giving the name on the Bull Reverse, 88 in the in. 
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In some or the more finely executed coins there are traees or the word 

~ Rt1jd after the A7Jangapdla de,a. The iotroductol')' title on the 

troductory series, instead of over the Horseman on the Obverse, II iJ! 1I8ual on the 
later imi~tioD8. The outline of the Bull itself is comparatively archaic, following 
the treatment obse"able in the coina of Bhtma (A.A. m. 9, 17), and whicb I 
should, on other grounds, attribute to a Xangra or proximate Bite. The mndi 
writing is comparatively more formed and developed than is 1IIual on the kindred 
pieces, but the execution of the Rullc letters denotes an early period; and the 
monogram of ~ associates the issue indirectly with the coinage of Mu'aud III. 

of Ghaznf, who affected the title of i1. ... n ~ (1.R.A.B. iL 86T, and coin No. 

CUD.), and occasionally placed the abbrevated ~t:.... on ~e top of the field on 

his silver money. But the connexion is more directly established by the fact that 
I am able to quote a small coin of Maa'aud III. with hisJull titles in Rufle 011 

the obverse, combined with the identical ~ 00 the JAM of the Bull. lIas'aud 
III. (.LlI. 492-008), it will be remembered, was the first of hit race who occupied 
Lahor as an occasional capital. and whose geuerals attempted to annex the 
country towards the Ganges.-Nlisiri, p. 21; IbnAsir, L p. 353; Briggs, i. 143; 
Elphinstone, 366. 

As the Hanai Inscription, which may chance to illustrate lOme ot the doubt
ful names above transcribed, is but little known, and but imperfectly aceelllible to 
modem readers, I append an abstract of its leading historicalleCtiolll. 

INSCRIPTION nOll HANsl (copied by Captain E. Fell, from a atone in the Fort). 
1. Salutation to Devi, etc. 
2. The Prince Prithiri Raja was born in the race of the descendants of the 

moou: his maternal uncle was named Kirana, an increaser ofbia fame. 
3. He was as an autumnal moon, for an ornament to that firmament, the tribe 

of Guhilanta, etc. 
4. Having slain the warrior Hammira (" Hamvira," or Amir, accordiDg to 

WilBon, p. 466], who was all arrow to the earth; the king, who was a serpent to 
the riches of his enemies • • • • presented to him, possessing pure virtues, the 
strong fortress of XsikL 

6. Having, for the purposes of battle, entered the lofty-peaked fortress • • • • 
Travellers describing a celestial, and highly finished road, which he (Kirana) had 
made, and which resembled the very heart (best part) of the earth, thus ex. 
claimed, "Oh thou hero Hammira, where now is thy name and majesty." 

6 .• By new revenues, arising from his victories, 1int the high road was finished, 
near It were two lofty bnildinga made of copper, etc., and also an apartment for 
the wealth of his enemies • • • • 

7. But what can be said of the greatnesi •••• of the fortunate Ki1h1J)&, 
divinely seated, broad-chested, strong-armed, whose festivals are far.famed ••• 
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Bull surface of these coins varies from the Madkava (8 synonym of 

Krishna), to the billteral;n cha and the more ample ~~tlt('(l A8awarf 

(a title of Durgtf). 

9. Oh thou ha-G! Hanuman thus writes, "that you possess wonderful valour, 
and that without a doubt the illustrious prince Prithivi Raja is Rfuna." 

10. Being bom in the line of Guhilanta, etc. 
ll, 12, 13, 14 [conventional gloriftcations, etc.]. 
15. And, again, Kilavalha, bom in the tribe of Tlda, an image of strength, 

and a slayer of the armies of all his foes (was) a bee to the lotus feet of the for
tunate KiJ.hav.a: his son Upaga was called on the earth Laksbmana. 

16. He was an excellent sage, and by his devotion obtained the abode of the 
three-eyed god. This fortunate Lakshmana was always the chief of those com
posed minds. 

In the year of Sambat 1224 (A.D. 1168), on Saturday, the 7th of the white 
fortnight, of the month of MAgha." -As. Res. xv. (published in 1825), pp. 443-6, 
456. 

CoL Tod has published, in the first volume of the Transactions'of the Royal 
Asiatic Society (1827), "the substance" of this identical inscription, which he 
states he obtained at Hwi Hisu, in 1815. "The stone on which it was engraved 
was presented to the Marquis of Hastings in 1818," but is not now to be traced. 
CoL Tod's version differs in many respects from that given above"':(l) In the 
name of Kirana, which he uniformly makes into Kilkar)tl, as it appears in para
graphs 7 and 16 of the Fell translation; (2) Hammira, instead of being slain, is 
himself invested with the charge of the strong fortress of .Ksi; (3) The road said 
to have been const/.'Ucted in the one version becomes "a gateway" in the other; 
(4) " Two halls: the victorious treasury of the foe's wealth and his 'own abode," 
replaces the words in paragraph 6, above given; (6) an~ Tlda is corrected into 
J;>oQa ~or). 

It would be rash to arbitrate between these two authorities in the absence of 
the original document in dispute, with the witnesses on either side in their 
graves; but certainly Capt. Fell's version is somewhat obscure and disconnected; 
while Tod's, though only an abstract, Beems more simple and consistent. Prof. 
Wilson, however, who publishes the posthumous work of Capt. Fell, whom he 
designates as that" distinguished scholar," possibly had the transcript text avail
able to check the translation to which he lends his authority. Tod's case is 
not 80 clear, though from the general tenor of his paper there remains a doubt 
as to whether he had the complete Sanskrit transliteration in his possession. 

See also Wilson, Ariana Antiqua, p. 432, who partially repeats his accepted 
interpretation of the inscription, in the words, "He was more probably the 
Hamira, who was governor oE H&nsi in the time of Prithw'i Rai, and was killed 
by the Raja's uncle Kilhana, as recorded by an inscription found in that Fort." 
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No. 33. 2. SalJak8hana p8la ~eva.l 

Silver and oopper. Weight, 50 grs. (.l.R.A.S. ix. Jigs. 11, 12.) 

Horseman. 

Vt~~~· 
Sri Sallak,ka'1J4 pilla tkva. 

No. 34. 3. Madllll8 PaIa DeTa. 

Silver and cop~er. Weight, 51 grs. (J.A.S. Bengal, iv. pI. ~vi. 

fig. 16; Prinsep's Essays, xxv. fig. 16, xxvi. fig ... 27; Ariana 

Antiqua, xix:. figs. 19 and 23; J.R.A.S. vol. ix. i11u8tr~tive 

plate, fig. 13 . 
• 
Horseman. 

~~mt~ 
~r£ Mrulana pala dei"". 

Bull. 

""""1!ft~~ 
MdtilkafJa ~r{ Samanta rk¥a. 

In order to bring under one view all the coins of this class 

appertaining to Native States, at oraOOut the ePoch of the 

extension of the Muhammadan conquests among the Rajput 

tribes, I append a notice of two coins of MahipaIa, th.e one 

having traces of the old Brahmanical Bull and Horseman 

device, the other approximating, in a minor degree, to the 

Narwar design of Ghahar's local issuea. 

I There is a name identical with this, of an approximate period, on the Golden 

Lfit, at DehU (Prinsep's Essays, i. p. 325); and another very similar in form, in 

the Buddha GhJ8 Inseription (I.A.S.B. vol. v. pI. XXI.), which has been read 11.8 

'3!ft~ ." ~ 8r{matLaka"a')a Sena @Va. The name of SaU-"8!1ana 

also occurs in the Chkndel list, quoted below.-Cunningham, Arch. Report, 

1864-5,p.89. 
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No. 35. YahlpaIa, king of Gwalior, etc., A.D. 1093.1 

Copper, or copper with a very small admixture of silver. Weight, 

46 grs. (3 specimens, my cabinet.) 

Horseman. Bull. 

The ori~al figure 1ft fi"l(1~ 
is scarcely to be traced. 

No. 36. 

~rt Maklpdla. 

In large coarse modern looking 
characters, with the mdtrb (or 
head lines) nearly level, as ia 
Muhammad Sam's coin No.13). 

Yahlpal. 

Silver and copper. Weight, 43 grs. (1.R.A.S. ix. plate, fig. 15, 

pp. 188, 198. 

Sri Ma-

~~ 

kipdla 

~: 
Devak. 

Imperfect traces 

of the Chohan Bull. 

(No legend.) 

No. 37. 4. Someswara deva. 

Silver and copper. Weight, 53 grs. (A.A. xix. 28; J.R.A.S. ix. 

fig. 16. 

Horseman. 

~~m~ 
~ri Someswara detla. 

Bull. 

it~llq(l~~~ 
Astfwarl, ~ri Samanta aeva. 

l Cunningham, Gwalior Inscriptions, p. 62, A.D. 1093 and 1103. Rajendra 
Lata Mitra, l.A.S. Bengal, pp. 12, 16; Prinsep, Useful Tables, p.258. 
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No. 38. 5. Prithv( Raja. Deva. 
Silver and copper. Weight, 52 grs. (Ariana. Antiqua, xix. fig.1S; 

Prinsep's Essays, i. pI. nv. fig. 21 j xxvi. 30.) 

Horseman. Dull. 

'!ftw~tcr '=filc:m '!ft ~~ 
~rt Pritkvl Rdja deva. A,dwart, ~rt Samanta deva. 

It will be seen that in this new arrangement of these 
coins I have altogether abandoned any principle of con
tinuous sequence, as well as any theory of limitation to one 
family or to one locality: in short, I hold ,that the right to 
issue this particular species of currency was conventionally 
confined to the Lord paramount among the Rajput States 
for the time being, and that the acknowledged Bd.jJ.t1hiJ:dj 
(~) "King over Kings," or the "JJMraj" of the 
vernacular, was alone entitled to this symbol of supremacy" 
That the exercise of the right was frequently abused is 

1 " We may here briefly describe the state of HindusthfLn at thi. epoch, and 
for centuries previous to the invasions of Mahm6d (four great kingdom.)-
1. Debli, under the Tuara and Chohans; 2. Kanouj, under the Rahtore.; 
3. Mewar, under the Ghelotes; 4. Anbulwara, under the Chaura. and Solankbia.' 
To one or other of tbese states the numerous petty princes of India paid homage 
and feudal sernce. The boundary line between Dehli and Xanouj 11'81 the 
Kdlinatl~ or black stream. Dehli claimed supremacy over all the countries west
ward to the Indus, embracing the lands watered by ita arms from the foot of 
the Himalaya, the desert, to the Aravulli chain. The power of Xanouj extended 
north to the foot of the Snowy Mountains; eastward to Kasi (Benares) and 
across the Chumbnl to the lands of the Chondail (now Bl1ndelkhund); on the 
BOUth ita possessions came in contact with M6war (or Medya-war), "the central 
region," which was bounded to the north by the Aravulli chain, to the II01lth by 
the Pramaras of Dhar, westward by Anhulwara, which state had the ocean to 
the south, the Indus on the west, and the desert to the Dorth."-Tod, ii. 9, and 
i. 248. A.t p. 443, voL ii., CoL Tod gives Chand's picture or the Chohan 
dominion-" From the seat of government (BajdatAdn) Mdcdoti (old Guna 
Mundilla) the oath of allegiance (..tn) resounded in fifty-two castles." 



SHAMS-UD-DiN-ALTAMSH. 65 

highly probable, but among these heroic races,l who were 

sensitive to a degree on questions of honour and prec~dence. 

an assumption which could not be defended by the sword 

was likely to be of brief continuance. The old Kabul device 
of the Bull and Horseman. with its special Hindu associ

ations, was apparently revived by Anangpal, at Dehli, in 
the days of his power; as other potentates came to the 

front, and other clans secured a temporary dominancy, his 

position changed, and, later in point of time, Dehli became 

a mere king-ship subject to Ajmfr. It will be seen that I 
propose to assign the next coin, in the order of date, to 

Sallakshanapala I., the Chandel monarch of lIahoba,2 who 

1 Have we anything in European chivalry to compare with the act of the 
Suktawut Chief, who is related to have voluntarily submitted himself for impale

_ ment on the spikes of the gate of a beleaguered town, to enable his own elephant 
to force an entry?-Tod, i. 150. 

2 CHANnBL DYNASTY (Mahoba, Kalinjar, etc). Cunningham, Arch. Rep., 1864-5 . 
.... D. 

7th King, 950, Dhanga (Khajurflho Inscriptions, A.D. 954 and 999). 
8th 
9th 

lOth 
11th 
12th 
13th 

14th 
15th 
16th 
11th 
18th 
19th 
20th 
21st 
22nd 

.. 999, Ganda (Nanda Rai of Ferishtah? A.D. 1021). 

.. 1025, Vidyfulhara deva. 

.. 1045, Vijaya Phla. 

.. 1065, Kirtti Varmma deva. COINs. 

.. 1085, Sallakshana Varmma deva (Mhow Inscriptions). COIN$. 
" 1105, Jaya Varmma deva (Khajurfl.ho Inscriptions, A.D. 1116). 

COINS. [Prinsep's Essays, pI. niv.1, 8, p. 291. -..eft ~ ~] 
" 1120, Sallakshana Varmma deva? brother of J aya. 
.. 1125, Prithvi Varmma. COINs. 

" 1130, Madana Varmma deva (Inscriptions, 1131, 1163, A.D.). COINS. 
" 1163, Kirtti Varmma deva? 
" 1167, Paramarodi deva (Inscriptions, 1167 and 1183 A.D.). 

.. 1202, Trailokya Varmma deva. Ihlki of Ferishtah? A.D. 1247. 

" 1206, Sandhira Varmma deva (Copper-plate Inscriptions, 1280 A.D.). 

" 1280, Bhoja Varmma (Ajaygurh Inscription), 1288 A.D. 

" Vira Varmma {Maisey's Inscription, No. ii.}, 1315 A.D. 

6 
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we learn from inscriptions extended his conquests into tho 
Gange~ic Doah; and to his grandson Madana Varmma deva 

I assign the coins bearing his leading name, in preference 
to the nearly contemporary Madana Pala, of Kanauj, whose 
territory was supplied with a different description of coin
age, as well as on account of the serial consistency, if the 

earlier pieces are rightly attributed to his grandsire, whose 
power he seems to have inherited in added stability.1 The 

assignment of the money of the Chohan kings Someswara 
and Prithvi Raja requires no confirmation; but our special 

General Cunningham adds, the coins of this dynasty are "extremely rare, u I 
have obtained only seven specimens in gold, and nine in copper, dnring a period 
of more than thirty yeara. . . •• The gold and silver coins are all or the well· 
known type of the Rathors of Kanoj, which bear a seated figure of the four

armed goddess lJtwgd or Pdf'f)ati on the obverse, and, on the reverse, the king". 
name in three linea of Medireval Ndgari characters. The copper coins bear, on 
the obverse, a two-armed male figure, which appears to be that ot the monkey 
god Hanumdn; and, on the reverse, the king'. name in NIlgari cbaractera." 

-Arch. Report, 1864-6, pp. 85-88. 
General Cunningham was nnder the impression that the TraiIokya Varmma 

Deva, of the CMndel list, might be identified with the "Dilk.i and )filki" of 

Feriahtah. The more complete details of the actors and events of thit period, 
furnished by the work of MinMj us Sir6.j, seem to show tbat though the usocia-

tion of Trailokya with the MUm or Milkdeva" (n ~) the IOD ot V"altll 

of Gwalior (Elliot, ii. 327, Persian text, p. 174 J:.4 or J.::... ~ ~ j 
var. ~.r"'! ; the Tfl.rikh Mubank Shahi, which copies Minh6.j ns Siraj, 

has ~L. ~ MS. Sir H. Elliot, A.B. 629 = A.D. 1231), might be 

possible, notwithstandlng the obscnrity of the patronymic, the name of DiIli 

and Milki ("y. ~ '.J J ~ ~ .h .. s.o.,), of A.B. 646 =A.D. 1247, can scarcely 

apply to the same individ~ who ~ described as residing" in the Ticinity ot the 

Jumna, between KaIinjar and Karra," whose dwelling place no Muhammadan 

army had ever reached.-Tabaka1-i-Nasiri, pp. 211, 291. See also Elliot, ii. 
348-366; iii. 76. 

t Inscriptions at MMw, translated by LienL Price, 2; Kfilinjar, Lieut. Maisel, 

No. iv. and 11 others.-cunmngham, Arch. Report, p. 83. 
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concern at present is with the issues of Chahar Deva. We 

have independent evidence of his supremacy at N arw&r, in 

A.D. 1246; 1 and in 1234 we :first find hjm. encountering the 

troops of Altamsh, under N u~rut-ud-din Tabasi. On this 

and subsequent occasions of his conflicts with the Muslims, 

extending up to A.D. 1253, with the capture of Narwar, by 

Balban, in 1251, he is described by Minhaj us Siraj, as 

~)t:::-11.i~ cJ!\ "This Rana Kchari," who was I.:)~~ cJ!h). 

I.:)\:"'j~ cc The greatest of the kings of Hindusta.n," etc., 

1 "In my account of the ancient coins of Narwar, I have brought forw~d 

specimens of Chahada Deva which are dated in various years, from S. 1303 to 
1311. or A..D. 1246 to 1254, and specimens of his son Asala Deva which range 
from S. 1311 to 1336, or from A.D. 1254 to 1279. As these are corroborated by 

several existing inscriptions there seems to be no reason to doubt that at least 

these two Rajas must have been independent princes. But there are also similar 
coins of a thkd prince, named Malaya Varmma Deva, who, from the dates of 

S. 1280 and 1290, or A..D. 1223 and 1233, must have been the immediate pre
decessor of Chahada Deva. His coins were found at Narwar, Gwalior, and 

Jhansi; but as there are only five specimens, it is not certain that they belong to 
Narwar. Indeed the name of Varmma wonld rather seem to point to KaIinjar. 
It is possible, therefore, that Chahada himself may have supplanted the Parihar 
dynasty. But I am rather inclined to think that Malaya Varmma Deva must 
have dispossessed the Parihars, and that he was shortly afterwards ejected by 

Chabada Deva, who was most probably the founder of a new dynasty, as the 
genealogy of the fmnily opens with his name. • . . Chahada was succeeded by 

his son .Asala Deva. • • • His money also is common. I fonnd his name on a 
Sati pillar at Rai, near Kulhflras, S. 1327 or A.D. 1270, during the reign of 
Sri-mat .A.8alla DefJQ. • • • From all these various sources the chronology of this 
N arwar dynasty may be arranged with considerable precision, although the dates 
of accession cannot be exactly determined-I. Chahada Deva, A.D. 1238-1254. 
2 • .ABala Deva, A.D. 1254-1279. 3. Gopala, A.D. 1279-1291. 4. Ganapati, 
A.D. I;l91-1298. As no coins of the last two princes have yet been discovered, 
I infer that they must have been made tributary by the Muhammadan kings. of 

Dehli."-Arch. Report, 1864-5, p. 30. See also General Cunningham's" Coins 
of the nine Nflgas, and two other dynasties of Narwar and Gwalior."-J. A. S. 
Bengal, vol. xxxiv. (1865), p. 116. 
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and other similar expressions,l showing that he was the 

recognized leader and lord paramount of the Hindu princes 
of centtal India, struggling to preserve their kingdoms from 
the foreign invader. The term. ~)~I is susceptible of two 

interpretations, the one as the correspondent of '!\tNt( 

rLI.}-!J ~~.r' ~y. r~ ~~ 4$ )~I ~~ ~~ ~y. " 
(A.H. 632, A.D. 1234. p. 240.) ~fi 

~)~\ ~~ do~ rL1 p.J ~.rUt)' J' ~~1 ... ~J)~ 
~.x- y\ j\ ",,;j\4.)~ rL\~ b~.r' ctj~ r.:I..' ~\ ~ ~y. 
~p. [The Sindhu of.Narwar, A.H. 632] •....••••. [Nusrat-ud-din 

'l'!lbasi adds, in his own person] r.:r r. I;)b..::- ~}~I ~~ J 
(p. 297.) ~I ~ I.)~I ~ ~ ,-=--1 J.J ,J/4$1Jj AL...:... - - -

J ,-=-,I~ ~~~; ~ J )~) r..J~)~ ~u,.}-!J4 I;)~\ 

~ ~ .. \j ~f. 1.:J\::"""ola I;)¥.~ do?;)! l$ y.~ [~~ ]~4 .J~ 
.LB. 646, A.D. 1248, p. 292. 

1;)~~cJ:!~)! ~.)~\~~ J ~j. ~i'v. ~~J \j;.... J.J~' 
r)f- ~\~ ~~~ dJ J~ J.),-,"" .J~)~ ~y. t~J~~ L:)T 

~ ~ J .)..!, i! ~i ~~ ,-=-,)t..c l$ [)J) ])).! i.J..; J ~ 
A.H. 649, A.D. 1251, p. 215. 

cJ:!' J ••• (A.B. 649, p. 296) r..J.ft, ~ ~~ l$ ~~)~t ~~ 

~ )~ J ~y. I.:)'~).s' J ~ UN~ t.j~.r- ~f. rt ~~ 4$ ~)~J t~ 

J ~ J ~I ct.:.... Jl.., )~ ~!) yu., r.:I..ol!\ UN"":' ~ L:)lbL 

1)L:)\(.l.iI".>-li .1.!. ¥~)J\ I.:JT ~ ~tG... ~1 •• (p. 296) ~L.::.... 
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A'cluira, "established custom, usage;" the other, and more 

probable meaning, as ~l~ A'charyya, "A spiritual guide," 

under the vernacular variants of A'chary V~, and A' chari. 
We know that many of the chiefs or' these Rajput tribes 

(A.B. 649, A.D. 1251) l.:)\.S:.~\ '-:?~ tp,- .J ~ ... ~ JS ,J.Jj ~J) 

¥'~ ~.fi:.... .J)~ ~~ ~ ~, JS .!y. '!i'..\J' ~ \j ~ 
.J' w~ ~..:,J )' ~';\.,\.-tU ~ JS '; [.JJ)] )J). !.Jj.J 

p. 297. ~ l.:)-'r. 

d:Jd.;). -' ~'J l.:)v,'; F' JS y",J ~~J ~4 ;~) '-:?~-' 
[l.:)~'J •••.• (A.H. 651, A.D. 1253) ~ j.tJ ~..:, ~ d~ 

~\ J t:~ 4 -' b'~' ~ ~J.t, ~y",J~~ ~~j.tJ J -=--W 

p. 299. Calcutta text. ~ \,JJ! ~.fi:.... ~,J.i 
AlEo Elliot's Historians, ii. pp. 351, note 1, 366, 370. 

The Tarikh-i-MuMrak SMhi, compiled circa A.H. 838, which closely follows 
MinMj ns Siraj, in the epitome of the earlier reigns of the Sultans of Dehli, 
in giving its version of the encounter with CMhar Deva, speaks of him as 

,J.JUv,,J c)\}QS' d:l~ JS ~ J?,J~~ 
The other Rajas, from Prithvi downwards, are merely described severally as 

~~, ~~~, or ~.l\ ••. 
"In the very early periods, the princes of the Solar line, like the Egyptians 

and Romans, combined the offices of the priesthood with kingly power, and this 
whether :Brahmanical or :Boodhist .•• and in ancient sculpture and drawings the 
head is as often adorned with the braided lock of the ascetic as with the diadem 
of royalty (even now the Rana of Mewar mingles spiritual duties with those of 
royalty, and when he attends the temple . • • performs himself all the offices of 
high priest of the day)." Tod, i. 27, 582.-RdJ Rd;'eawara, title of prince of Mal"o 
war; Raj Raj Indra of Amber; ii.137.-Rawal, title of the prince of Jessulmer; 
ii. pp. 249, 277.-Ranas of Mewar rlewdna or Vicegerents of Siva; i.517.
Ra.na of Mewar, heir to the throne of Rama, called Hinilua Soora;', or Sun of the 
Hindus; i. 211, 232.-The .tI..chdri, however, may by some sort of possibility 
stand for .tI..harVa, a term derived from .tI..ltar in Oodipur, i. pp. 213, 216. 
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in later days affected hierarchal honours, calling themselves 

M ahant8, etc., -and the famous Samarsi was designated as 

the "Regent of Mahadeva." 1 

The coins described below illustrate-I, The independent 
position of Chahar Deva as Maharaja .Adhiraja; 2, His con

cession of supremacy to Altamsh; 3, The establishment of 
.A.ltamsh's generals in Ajmlr; and, 4, The contrast in the 
orthography of the Dehli coins of that Sultan, and the trans
literation of the name current in Rajputana. 

Coins of CHAHAB DEVA, a, paramount SOrJereign. 

No. 39. S.C. (copper in excess). Weight, 50 grs. A.A. xix. 16. 
HORSEMAN. BULL. 

m~~ 'iQ{tlqU m mlifl~ 
~rl Chdhaqa Devo. .,1,dwarl ~rI Samanto Devo. 

CH.mAB DEVA, a, Tri'butary to Sham,-ud-dtn Allamah? 

No.40, S.C. (copper predoID.i.Mtes). Weight,48 grs. (No.15, pl. I.) 

Ariana Antiqua, xix. 31,34, 37. Prinsep's Essays, pL xxvi. 31. 
HORSEMAN. BULL. 

'Zft~~ '4I{tlqU m \UHt)(E!I ~~ 
~r£ Chdkacfa Deva. A,dwari $rl Samaaoralo Deve. 

ALTAMsH'S own proper Coins, ,truck at Ajmfr? 
No.41. S.C. (of inferior value). Weight, 50 grs. 

Prinsep's Essays, i. p. 333. 
HORSEKAN. BULL. 

~ ......... 
-':41 (ttHI1(.i(q 

~rl Hamlrah. $rI SamlU01'alo Deve. 

1 Too, i. 257. Minhttj us Sirfij, at p. 149, Calcutta ten, speaking 01 Lakh
maniah of :Bengal, UBe8 a curious expression in regard to his position u Khalifa • 

.1:.AI ~ ~~ J ~~'''~). ~ ~~') ~~~1 ~bit>. J 
~,lj~. Inter alia, see notice of" Achbj Mali Bhadur," Elliot, ii. 647. 
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.ALTAMSR'S Impereal Dehli (Jot"ru. 
No. 42. S.O. Weight, 48 grs. (No. 16, pI. 1.) 

Samvat, 1288=A.D. 1231=A.R. 629. 

71 

Ariana. Antiqua, xix. 32, xx. 3. Prinsep's Essays, xxvi. 34, 39, 41. 
HORSEMAN. BULL. 

~"(m!Jm~~ 
Sri Hammtrah. Surita1} Sri Samasadi1}. 

On the side of the Bull, q 1~:~. 

These issues vary materially in the intrinsic value of the dif
ferent pieces, ranging from nearly pure silver to copper, with a 
mere trace of the higher metal. 

The legends on these coins differ occasionally in the definition 
of the Hindi version of the Sultan's name and titles: some 
specimens have *jf(ctlqr 'Q\ mr« f(11r Surlta7!- Sri Samf18a di7!-, 

and occasionally ~l1tr dZ7!-. Among other peculiaiities, coins 
with these latter legends insert what are apparently dates, 
under the hump of the recumbent Bull. The isolated· num
bers hitherto observed extend only to g = 4 and ~= 6, which 
may be supposed. to indicate the years of the reign. The 
practice of introducing the full Samvat date, in the available 
spaces in the general outline of· the Tughra device, seems to 
have been an amplification of this preliminary modification 
of the old Hindu symbols and their ultimate elaboration into 
numeral dates, as above given. 

The subordinate die modifiqations peculiar to the epochal 
and geographical ramifications of the ancient device of the 
Hindu kings of Kabul are otherwise interesting, and may 
lead, under closer and more exact observation, to an im
proved classification of the different mintages. In the strictly 
initial section of these issues, comprising the silver money, the 
symbol on the Bull of Siva is confined to his own special 
trident or tmul. A.t;tangapala introduces a sword or club 

in place of the trident (Ariana Antiqua, xix. 15; Prinsep's 
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Essays, pI. xxv. figs. 14, 15), and at times resorts to a four
petalled flower (J.R.A.S. ix. 9). lIadana Pala retains the 
trisul but slightly altered (xxv. 16), though in other cases 
he varies the device (xxvi. 27), and in one instance reverts 
to the best form of the old Brahman trisul (J.R.A.S. ix. fig. 

13), with the exceptional adjunct of a clearly defined ~ = 2. 
Prithvi Raja and Chahar Deva admit of.a further alteration, 
and the ancient trident assumes almost the form of an open
ing flower (xxv. 21, 30, 31). Muhammad bin Sam, without 
rejecting the modernised form of the old symbol, in some 
cases a~ects a rose-like flower similar to that employed by 
A:r.langa (xxv. 20). 

One of the most instructive exemplifications of the then 

prevailing system of adoption, or assimilation of local 
types, is afforded by another mintage of AItamsh's, of 
earlier date, which is directly identified with the capture of 

Rantambhor, in A.H. 623 (Sam'l..'at 1283 = A.D. 1226), from 
Chahar Deva's predecessor, Malaya Varmma Deva (A.D. 1210-

1.235).1 The obvious imitation of the style and arrangement 

of the legends of the local (Narwar P) money may be traced 

on the Hindi face of the Indo-Muhammadan pieces; and the 
substitution of GHAZNAVI Per8ian legends for the imperfect 

design of the typical horseman of the Kabul Brahmans, in 
conventional use in the patrimonial states of the Mahoba 

Varmma dynasty, is also suggestive, and, taken in connection 

with the fact that this new issue was not sustained beyond 
the single annual date now quoted, would seem to show that 

the exceptional currency was designed to mark the event of 

I General Cunningham, I.A.S. Bengal, voL uxiv. (1865) p. 127, and Arehalo
logical Report, 1864-5, p. 30. [The name is not given in any historical account; 
the identity of the owner of the fortress is assumed Crom the connection eatabliahed 
by the coins ] 
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the conquest of the celebrated Hindu stronghold, so vaunt

ingly reported by the contemporary historian: 1 in short, we 

may fairly infer that the coinage in question was intended 

as a kind of Numismatic Fateh Ndmiih, or "announcement 

of victory;" its superscriptions, couched in the conjoined 
langnages and alphabets of conquerors and conquered, were 

made more emphatically to point to the epoch of the sur

render, by the repetition of the date, in the eras special to 
either nationality. These stamped manifestoes of the new 
lords of the soil penetrated more readily throughout the 
land, and brought home to the comprehensions of the primi
tive races, among whom they were designed to circulate, the 
actual change in the ruling power, far more effectively than 
elaborate proclamations by sound of trumpet or beat of drum, 
which would have secured a short lived and less abiding 
expression of triumph. 

Qne of the peculiarities of this issue, which also gives it 
an independent value, is that it furnishes the single instance, 
in the entire range of Altamsh's Kufic or Persian coins and 

).J~J ~ i! ~..r ~l..:.w, cr~ , ~ ~ J~ )oJ J 1 

rW J oJ r~"J ~\::.... , ~Lz:....;oJ ~ ~ , .Jr.} ~ 

~ ~, i5;'i J.J J '-=-".J.*- J )§l.. C)\:...,J..\a &..:..<lLt... 

~.J)'! boM\ AAl.j ~ I.:?~ ~Ua.J~ ~'J .J1.:.i.\ IS ~\ ~.J.;} ~ 

J'.J ~l. ~ c.:.J.M J' ~ ~ ~ .;b. ~ i! ~~ e' 
.J\t~}i J4~ J' .;)\t~ ~.J.I. ~~ J cl..r.= J ~)~ 

TabuUt-i-N6.siri, Ivr to\.!a i! 
Elliot's Historians, ii. 324; Ferishtah (Briggs), i. p. 210; Elpbinstone (edit. 

1866). p. 374. See also note to coin of Shir SMh, from the same mint, infrd, 
for a description of &he fortress itself. 
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inscriptions, of a counterpart definition of his original Turki 

name, the correct expression ot which is Mill undetermined; 
and though the Hindi version may carry but little positive 
authority in the matter, it gives us probably the pronuncia
tion as orally delivered by his Tltrki officials to the Indian 

Pandits who transliterated the name for the local die engravers. 

Malaya Varmma Deva, of KaIinjar, Narwar, etc.? 

No. 43. Silver and copper. Weight, 50 to 56 grs. Samvat, 
1282=A..D. 1225,1 

Prinsep's Essays, pI. xxv. fig. 17; Journ. As. ~oc. Benga1, 1865, 
pI. xviii. figs. 25, 26, p. 126. 

~T;mr 

~~ 
..... . 
~~q~ .. 

$rt Mat Malaya 

P"armma Deva. 

Same 'Dat) 12 •• 

A 
crudely executed 

figure of the 
Kabul horseman. 

Shams-ud-dfn Altamsh, ()n t'h~ conqueat ofllantambhor. '! 

No. 44. Silver and copper. Weight, 53 grs. Sam'Dat, 1283, 
---A-.H.;-623~.D. 1226 .• (No. H, pL i.) 

MA.RGIN. 

~t..::......J d..~ .. Y..ri 

m~ 
flilfttfclflt 
fq~q~~ 
$rt Sult41U1 
Lititimiri. 

Samvat, 1283. 

1 Other dates extant OD coins. S. 1280, 1283, and S. 1290. 
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Chahara Deva. Narwar Coins.? 

No. 45. Silver and. copper. Weight, 50 to 59 grs. 

Samvat, 13031=A.D. 1246. 
Engravings, I.A.S. Bengal, 1865, pI. xviii. figs. 27, 28, p. 126. 

m~ 

~~~ 
~ q~o~ 

Figure of the 
horseman, 

scarcely recognisable. 
$rl Mat CkdkarJa Deva. 

Samvat, 1303. 

No. 46. New variety. Silver and copper. Weight, 50 grs. 
My cabinet. 

OBVlI:RSE-~IJd...J\ ~, F~\ \,:)\kW\ 
REVERSE-Horseman, as in Muhammad b!n Sam's coin, No.5, pI. i. 

No. 47. Silver and copper. Weight, 46 grs. Common. 

No. 17, pI. i. 

Ohver'6-U:. .. · ..... !\ ~.l1' J ~~\ ~ 

Reverse-m ~: Sri Hammlrak. Horseman. 

No. 48. Silver and copper. Weight, 53 grs. Common. 

No. 18, pI. i. 

O~ver'6-~W\ ~~ ~~\J ~..\l\ ~ 

Reverse-m ~: Sri Hammlrak. Horseman. 

No. 49. Copper. Weight, 44 grs. Rare. Multan. 

O~ver8e-Square area, within a circle, with a dotted margin. 

\,:) lbW 1 J..\.c 
R6Ve,.,~-Area, as in No. 19, pl. i., 1,:)\::1. y ...... 

1 Other dates range on down to S. 1311. 
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The orthography of Multan on the coin is simply ut.1 
without any dots, which for a long time made me hesitate in 

admitting the present reading, but which is now fully esta

blished by the legend on coins of l1zbeg Pa"i; and I have 

singular confirmation of the disregard of the true sounds of M 

and B, prevailing at this period, in the fact that many MaS. 

of the Tabakat-i-N asiri-the original of which was of nearly 

contemporaneous composition--define the name as\:)~, J a cir

cumstance which has led to amusing confusion in the printed 

edition vrepared in Calcutta by Maulawis Khadim Rusain 

and 'Abd-al-Rai (1864),2 whose geographical knowledge of 

Northern India seems to have been strangely defective. 

No. 50. New variety. Silver and copper. Weight, 52 grs. Rare. 

Ohver8e-Horseman, with traces of Sri Hammirah, in Hindi. 

Rever8e-Legend in square 

Kujic letters. 

UFO .. 4 , 

~~tJ L:-J~I 

~, .fo.J\ J?' 

1 There are otherwise many variants of the name. Huen Thsang (A.D. 640) 

is said to ~ve the Chinese transcript of MoUlaItdn (Paria edition, i. 210; ill. 173, 

401). Mas'audi (A.D. 912) has \:)I.::.!".J\ ,ib , ~~, ~ (paria edition, 

i" pp. 161, 376). AIbiruni calls it ~~, \:)\:J.,... (Reinaud, 212). The 

astrolabe described by M. Dom (St. Petersburg) gives • \:.L. "Mov,. ... or ... 
L.:J ", 

The Marali\id AI Ittila' suppliee \.::.L. \:J and a variant in \hl.... 
L.:J ' L.:J 'r ' C). 

See for early accounts of the place Elliot's Historians, i. pp. 23, 27, 29, 3S, etc. 

~ Pagee 176, 182, 270, 321. Elliot's lIistoriana, ii. pp. 328. 
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No.51. New variety. 3ilver and copper. Weight, .46 grs. 
Very rare. 

Obverse-Horseman, with the word C)tkW\ at the top of the field, 
as in No. 30, pl. i., of the succeeding issues. 

ReverBs-Square area. Legend 

in crude Kufic. ~ 
\ 

~\ C)LhLJ\ 

No. 52. Copper. Weight, 26 grs. Rare. No. 19, pI. i. 

Obt1srBe-J~ • 

ReverBe-C)\kLJ\ • 

No. 53. Copper. Weight, 24 grs. Common. No. 20, pI. i. 

Obt1sr'8-~tbL J~ 
ReverBs-~iJ c.:.,),.ri-

No. 54. Copper. Weight, 28 grs. Rare. No. 21, pI. i. 

Obver,e-~. 

ReVt!1'8e-m ~ ~ Sri Samasa din. 

No. 55. Copper. Weight, 25! grs. Rare. No. 22, pI. i. 

Obver,e-J~ • Ornamental Kufic letters. 

ReverBs-~. 

No. 56. New variety. Copper. Weight, 40 grs. Rare. 

Obver8e-J.1::. in open Kufic letters, with a six-pointed star above 
and below the word, encircled with a dotted margin. 

ReverBfJ-~ with ornamental tuihra scrolls and dotted margin. 

No. 57. Copper. Weight, 25! grs. No. 23, pI. i. 

ObVerB8-C)\hL • 

Rever8e-~\ • 
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No. 58. New variety., Silver and copper. Weight, 3S gr •. 
Very rare. 

Obf)erBe-J ~. in a circle with two stars and dotted inner margin. 

Re'DerBe-A modified outline of the ancient typical Bull, with 

~? 01' 1i\~: 

I was on the point of closing the long descriptive list of the coina 
of Altamsh, when Colonel Guthrie opportunely received from Major 
Stubbs, among his latest acquisitions in India, the most remarkable 
curiosity of the entire PatMn series at present known. The gold 
piece in question was apparently struck at the important strategical 
position of Nag6r,1 in the second year of .A.ltamsh's reign. 

No. 59. Gold. Weight, 70'6 grs. Unique. Nag6r, ''&'.11. 608. 

Above the Horseman, 

Y~ 

Below the Horseman, 

)/J 

Margin-ill \ JJ""'J [~] 

~~J~~')U 

rW' ~\ \, 1..3\ 

w,!.llI J ~.ll' ~ 

v. ....... n ';_1: .• n i.' 

~'--.H ~, 

The authoritative portrait of Altamsh, on horseback, is highly interesting, 
giving, as it does, so many curious details of costume and equipment. .As a work 
of art, the die i.e defective in the extreme; but still it has ita merit in revealing 
an on.,<>inal and independent representation of the monarch. The general design 
follows one of the e.xceptional models of the coinages of Ghor and Berat,2 where 
the horse is seen at full charge, and the rider with upraised mace, the tpUial 

1 Lat. 27" 10', long. 73° 50'; about 60 miles N.E. of old :AlandOT (j odpur), and 
60 N .W. of Ajmir. Tod, it 15, 16; Elliot, ii. 326, 342, 370; .&:in-i Akbari, ii. 
80. Minhaj speaks of Mnndor as in thl Siwalik, and he frequently adverts to 
"Banai and the SiWalik" in conjnnction, while, on the other hand, he seetD8 to 
exclude Pinjore from that range. . 

z I.R.A.S. xvii. p. 205, No. 67; and, doubtfully, No. 63 plate, fig. 9. 
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weapon of the great MahmCld. The form of the saddle, the seat of the horseman, 
the chanfrein or head-armour of the steed and his erect tail, all seem to point to 
TUrki ideals. The head-dress of the king is likewise peculiar, but the obliterated" 
outline on this piece does not admit of our tracing the crest, whether of helmet or 
of crowu i the flowing fall at the back of the head is remarkable, and has some
thing of a Sassaman air i the well-grown beard of the king completes the picture. 
It IS, moreover, specially to be Doted that as the device follows Ghori models. 
so the coin itself adheres to the standard of the Northern dind,." and has nothing 
in common with Indian, weights. 

If the leading device is faulty in its treatment, the definition of the letters of the 
legends is still more imperfect; the legends themselves are also clearly in the initial 
or transition stage, from the fixed tenor of the old routine to the adaptation of new 

associations. The ~, points to a moderately early period of the reign of the 

sovereign, but the hitherto unexampled use of the term ~ I A.l-~ut6i, i.d. the 

"Freedman," or dynastic dependent of Kut6-ud-din Aibiik, more distinctly limits 
the date to a period when Altamsh had not quite emancipated himself from the halo 

of his late master's reign. The cr.=-J ... n ~ \ L:) c..r. "in the time of the Com

mander of the Faithful," which follows the ~ \ ,is also an unusual form, but the 

expression is quite legitimate, and is replaced later in the day by the more enduring 
synonym of ~ ~ "in the time of," or" during the domination of." The 

reservation in regard to the name of the Khalif is also suggestive,-conquest in 
India had been too quick, and the new kingdom was still too isolated, for the Muslim 
adventurers in that ul~i_ tkuld to have been taught the personal designation of 
the Pontift', to whom all civilized Musulmw confessed allegiance. The proposed' 
reading of the two. words on the field may require justification; the Y~ 
is certainly more like y/", but the Buperimposed dot settles the question; the 

)jJ also might be prefetably transcribed.J~' and Nag6r itself is usually written 

with the long Ii .J:f.IJ • Moreover, if these two words ran together in a full mar· 

ginallegend, the prefix y would be indispensable, but in the open field, in parallel 

cases, the name itself was left to stand alQne in its monogrammatic form. The 
marginal legend, the most important record of all for the absolute determination 
of the history of the piece, is not only incomplete, but the outlines.of the letters 
are unusually crude and ill formed. The difficulties, however, are limited to the 
word precedmg the obvious ~I, and to the Unit or decimal preceding the 
equally clear ~ It:...t , • The former is but of little import, and we may, for the 
present, admit IJind,., or some of its equivalents; but the date is of the first con

sequence, and aU things considered ~ for L:) W, an optional alternative, best 
meets the requirements of the case. 

Inscriptions of Skama-uil-ilin Altaman. 
F. Inscription over the doorway of the second story of the Rutb Minar. 
"'~\ ~ ., ........ 1' cr ~..rl' ~\ ~~\ ~.u rW~ j"\ 

~rllr.'.t"1J ~\bLJ1 u:.~\ ~..\l~ 
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G. Inscription on the Upper Circlet of'the Second Story of the 
Minaret. 

d~ ~ t"~\ yU) ~\..., ~\ .y~ FJ' ~I1WI , 
~~ c1n..\l\ J ~..\l\ ~ ~~\ ~ .ill \ Jl; ~\ J Y..rl l 

~~I ~ J.MlI k..,4 ~U, J 1.!t.,LJ\ -zr\.i ~'",J\ J rL~1 

~ ~\ .L. .... 1I1,:}"f "":!rl' 9~' llJ\ J~ ~W\ ~J..\l' ~ 

~..\l1 ~L.... JF ct;1!' J J.Ml\~\j ct;1SJI .t....., y~ $I~~\ 

p-t\ r\j ~W\ ~t ~\ Y.' ~\ dll ~ ~ J 

.t.iU J ~, ~I J .t.iUd... J ~ 4.l.n ~ ~rl\ 

H. On the third story over the doorway, and on one of the bands, 
similar laudatory titles are repeated, with the addition of 
ct;1SJ\ ~ and other minor variations; and finally the epi
graph (i.) over the doorway of the fourth story attributes the 
entire structure (with obvious error) to the time of AJtamsh. 
The modification of his titles and designations alone would 
indicate the deferred execution of this inscription. 

~\ .y~ F»I ~tbWl ~J..\l' r~' ~ iJt...-l1 .y~~\ 

~..\l\ ~ ~'J yr\' J d;J' d~ J,.. t"'1 yIJ) ~\..., 
~ ~.J~ ~\...,~\ J 1,:}"f~~J ~, J rut.fA ~..\l' J 

• ~,.J\~'.J"'\j ~11W' ~,~\ Y.' ~t..::L 
I. Inscription of .Altamsh on one of the centre arches at the 

Rutb, date A.R. 629. 

1. There is also an imperfect inscription of AJtamsh on the lower 
belt of one of the minarets of the mosque at Ajmir. Gen. Cunning
ham gives the following as the still legible portion: 

~.,.J~~\j~lhLJl~I~Iy'IJrJl~U~\bL 
Archmological Repo~ 1864-5, p. 9.-The Emperor Babar' has preserved a 

1l0tice of an inscription of Altamsh, which he saw on the gate of the U,."xIM, at 
Gwalior, dated A.B. 630 (Erskine, p. 38f; Arch. Rep. 186f, p. 66). 
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Nasir-ud-din MahmUd SMh, heir apparep.t of Altamsh. 

(See p. 45, supra.) 

81 

No. 60. Silver. Weight, 163'1 grs. Unique. British Museum. 

F ~\ I.:) \kl...J \ 

~.ll~ 4J~\ r U 

~ ............ ci 1; .1\ \ 
I- J .Y. 

I.:) \bL c.r. ,L:, 

Margin, illegible. 

rL.~\ ~ ~ 

.J~\ ~4..J 12' N ....J\ 

The incidental details of the legends restrict the assign
ment of this piece to Qne of two individuals, the eldest or the 
youngest son of .AItamsh, the latter of whom was authori
tatively designated by the identical name 'and title of 
Nasir-ud-din Mahmud,l in 626 A.H., after the decease of 
his brother, the cherished heir apparent to the newly
established Muslim empire in the East. The introduction 
of the formula, "during the reign of (the Khalif) .AI Mos-

~'J' ~J r-' c.!.J}, ~~.,\~ ~~\.r"li rL\ l.:)\bLl 

TabaUtNasirf, p.ISI; l~\-:f ~~ fi-.;4 rU, ~ p.201. 
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tansir billah," on the reverse, limits the ultimate date of the 
possible issue of the coin, not so much to the fifth month of 
the year A.H. 640, when that Pontiff died, but with clear local 
effect to A.H. 641, when the knowledge of his death was 
officially declared by the substitution of a new name in the 
mintages of the capital of Hindustan.1 

The younger son, who was destined eventually to succeed 
to the throne of his father at Dehli, in A.H. 644, after the in
tervening reigns of Rukn-ud-dfn Firuz Shah, Ri~{ah, Mu'izz
ud-dln Bahram Shah, and Ala-ud-din Mas'aud Shah, in all, 
however, extending only over a space of eleven years posterior 
to the death of Altamsh, must, under these conditions, have 
been but of tender years, and, though, at this juncture, pro
moted to the titular honours of an elder brother, in no posi
tion to exercise authority in his own person, and still less 
likely to have had medallie tribute paid to him by his father, 
should such motives be suggested in reference to the unique 
specimen under review. To the first-born, Nasir-ud-dfn 
Mahmud, no su~h objections apply: he was very early in
vested by his sire with the administration of the important 
government of Lahor, and in A.H. 623 advanced to the higher 
charge of the dependencies of Oudh, from which gu(Ui outpost 
he was called upon to prooeed against Hisam-ud-dfn 'Awz 
(No.4 in the list of Govemors, p. 8), who had already achieved 
a very complete independence in the province of Bengal. 
Here his arms were fortuitously, bu~ ~ot the less effectually 
successful. so that he had honours thrust upon him ~ven to the 

. Red Umbrella and its attendant dignities,l whatever the exact 

1 Silver coins of Alfl-ud-din Mas'add, in/rd. 
a nia title ia usually limited by Minhflj us Sirflj to de (pp.177, 181, 201); 

but on one occasion ~ \bl.., crops out incidentally in the Court; list, where, in hiI 
place among the sons of the Emperor .Altamsh, he is 10 designated (p. 178). 
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measure of power these heraldic insignia carried with them. 
He was, moreover, specially associated with the Pontifical 
recognition of the Indian empire, and '\Vas permitted to share 
the Khil'ats (or robes of investiture) forwarded on the occa
sion from Baghdad. 

I should prefer, therefore, to attribute the issue of this 
piece to the close of his career: the lowest range of ,the 
date, as its legend declares in indirect terms, is antecedent 
to 641 A.H., but the technical and manipulative treatment 
of the crude Kufic epigraph brings it into close connexion 
with many of the introductory specimens of the Imperial 
Mint, and the tenor of the legend equally removes it from 
the terms of the later phraseol9gy imported into the Delli 
series. We have seen that there was some confusion as 
to the correct orthography of the name of the Khalif 
on the coins of Altamsh (Nos. 29, 30), in the irregular 

addition of AU~ and AU\~4 to the name of Mustan~ir; but 

the introductory coin No. 28 defines the title simply as 

~rl' ~, .; c'· ",...1, ".AI MU8tan~ir, Commander of the 
Faitbful:' a definition which is adhered to on the money 
of Rizfah and her successors. In this particular the pre
sent specimen follows the exceptional example of some of 
Altamsh's coins, No. 30, and appends to the name the ulti

mately discarded AU4. The imperfect arrangement of the 
legend, necessitating a filling-in of the vacant space, at the 
conclusion of the ordinary sentence, with an extraneous word, 
also identifies the piece with Ao\!tamsh's tentative issues, and 
the caligraphic conjunction of the initial 1 alif with the body 

of the succeeding J ldm in rl.~' indicates the teaching of a 
similar school of die engravers, which is. rendered more 
marked by the insertion of so many short vowels, a practice 
which was not long persevered in. 
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The adjunct of" Shah)J after the name of the prince,l and 
the abstinence from the use of the title of Sultan at this point, 

is s~ggestive, as also is the tenor of the final w\kL.. &d in lieu 
of the im.perial ~U:J...J' &d, which may possibly refer to the 
still current employment of the s~ple w\kL, of the days of 
his more humble pretensions, to be seen on so many of the 
father's coins, pl. i. figs. 20, 23. 

ALTAYSH'S A.LIEN CONTEMPORARIES ON INDIAN SOIL. 

The alien intruders upon Indian territories, whether kings 
or generals, who have left numismatic evidence of their pre
sence in or near the dominions of Altamsh, number no less 
than seven.S Their careers can scarcely be made to follow 

1 Nasir-ud-dln Mahml1d, the second son of the then ruling Emperor, is called 
by his own special biographer, MinMj us Sirflj, 

C)1.k-1 ~ cI. ,J~ I:J'! ~t J ~ ~C .r' \j rW' C)tW,.., 
(pp. 9, 177, 178, 201, etc.), which is in contrast to the nominal adjuuct 10 con
stant with his predecessors, Fir6z SMh, Bahrllm Shah, Mas'alid Sh6.h. On one 
occasion only does the additional SMh appear in a substituted list of .Altamah', 
court (p. 178), where the text gives-I. Sultfln Nllsir-ud-din • •• 2. Sultllu 
Nllsir-ud-din MahmUd; and at the end, after the name of Rukn-nd-dln Firuz 
Shflh, aomes "Nllsir-ud,.d!n Mahmfid SMA." 

2 William Erskine, in his latest work on "Biber and HumlJl1n" (London, 
1&54), gives a summary of the various Mongol and TCirki tribes, and their early 
seals, which has an important bearing on the successive invasions of India. 

"The tribes which we include under the name of Tatar (properly • Titar'), 
consist chiefly of three great divisions or races, all differing from each other in 

manners, institutions, and language. 1. The Tunguses and MancMa in tke east 
of Asia, north of China. 2. The Mongols, or, as they are called by the Persians 
and Indians, the Moghnls, who occupy chiefly the middle portion north of Tibet, 
nearly as far west as Terran, and part of the desert between that and Yaik; and' 
3. The TCirka, who for many centuries have possessed large regions that extend 
on the west of the Mongols from the desert of Xobi, having lor their southern 

boundary the monntains of Xbbghar and Pllmer, Khorllsllu. the Caspian and 
Black Sea; the Don and Walga on the west, and Siberia on the north. But 
some fe" tn"bes, both of Mongols and of TUrks, are to be foud in the limits thus 
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any very exact sequence, but the general order of their 
action on the history of Hindustan will perhaps be suffi
ciently preserved in the arrangement now adopted. 

I. Taj-:ud-din IIduz, already noticed, p. 21. 
IT. ,AIa-ud-din Muhammad Kharizmi. 

III. JalaI-ud-din Mankbamin. 
IV. Changiz Khan. 
V. Hasan ~arlagh. 

VI. U zbeg Pal. 
VIT. Nasir-ud-din Kubachah of Sind. 

The dynasty of the Kharizmian kings, from their first 
dawn of independence to their last scion, the heroic JaIaI-ud
din, is as follows :-

A.H. CO)[ll(ENCED A.D. 

1. Kutb-ud-dlu Muhammad bin Auushtagin, 491 ... 9th Dec. 1097. 
2. lalaJ.-ud-dinAtsiz~D .••.. 52] ... 17thlan.1127. 

3. Taj-ud-dinnArslan(~L}~\)biJlAtsiz,551 ••. 25th Feb. 1156. 
4. Sultan Shah bin n Arslan • • • . 567 .•• 4th Sept. 1172. 
5. AIa-ud-dlnA~u'l HuzaffarTakash bin n 

Arslan . . . . . . . . . 589 ••• 7th lan. 1193. 
6. Ala-ud-din A~u'l Fath Muhammad, bin 

Takash • . • • . • . • . 596 ... 23rd Oct. !199. 
7. lahU-ud-diu Maukbarnin, bin Ala-ud-dln 

Muhammad . • • . , • , . 617 ... 8th Mar. 1220. 

marked out as peculiarly belonging to their respective ranges. The Turks are 
the most extensive and numerous of the three races" (vol. i. p. 9, 10). 

"Ala-ud-din's troops were chiefly Ttirkm6.ns and Cancalis" (D'Ohsson, i. 196; 
Price, ii. 406). 

"Chengiz Kh6.n's grand army was a mixed assemblage of many tribes and 
races. The T6.tar tribe formed the advance" (Erskine, i. p. 634). 

Saif-ud-din Agbrak's forces, during his governorship of PesMwar in 617 A.H., 

were composed of " Khoulloudjes (Arabs) and Turkm6.ns." Yamin Malik's troops, 
the same period, were Turk" Cancalis."-D'Ohsson, i. 299,300, 303. 

1 Ibn Asir, Kdmil..J..ltawdrlkh, Tornberg's Arabic text, p. 103; Frrehn. Num. 
Muham. 146, and Opuscula postum, by Dorn, 1866, pp. 68, 262; Price, Mahom
medan Hist. ii. p. 389; Petie de la Croix. 
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Coins of .Ald.-tlll-1l1n Muhammad 6in Tala8Ta. 
No. 61. Gold. Weight, 65 grs.; size,6. Ghazni, A..R. 623 .. 

India Museum. Similar to Muhammad bin Sam's coin No.1. 

Frrehn. Recensio. pp. 145, 595. Ariana Antiqua, pI. xx. fig. 28. 

w...ll JJ""J ~ 

w...J' ~~ rW\ 

Harg£n-Kurau, Surah ix. 33, 
and lxi. 9. 

~Jl ~t 1, ! !oJ\ 

~~\J~~\~ 

~t-U\~\ 

L:Jt " ! ",Jl cI. 

Mar9in-y~ u...Jl r 
JJt!a 'J ~~ I~ )~~,,~ 

L t..:.... i ~ c.!JJj L.... " J -.r-

The silver coins of this Sultan, of which there are three 
varieties of types, scarcely affect the series of Indian issues, 
beyond the monogrammatic record of the ancient Mint of 
Perwan,' whose proximate silver minea contributed 80 much 
to the currencies of the south.· The mixed silver and copper 
coins, on the other hand, are strangely identified with the 
early traditions of the Kabul Brahmans, and show how firmly 

1 Other dates, Ghazm 614, 616, 617 4.JL BadakbshfLn (undated) 1.R-A.S. 
xviii. 202. 

• Perwan, lat. 35° 9', long. 69" 16'. I.R.A.S. ix. p. 381, and pp. 257, 301-2-3; 
xvii. pp. 184, 186, 200, 201. "Between' Jariana and Panjhir,' are the minea of 
ore, in which the people dwell, without gardens, orchards, or tilled lands."
Oweley, p. 226. Erskine'. Baber, pp. 139, 146. Masson, iii. 166-

Yakut givea more full information as to the produce of theae mines. "L'argent 
"! est, dit-on, Ii abondant qu'nne seule botte de Ugumes coute un drachma. La 
'mine est au sommet d'nne montagne qui domine Ia nne •.• et cette montagne, 
a force d'svoir ttl creuste, ressemble a ane Taste caverne."-La Perae. 11. B. de 
llPynard. Paris. 186], p. U6. 
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the dominant heraldic device held its own, both among their 
own home tribes for succeeding generations, and equally re~ 
ceived acceptance from so many foreign invaders of the soil. 

No, 62. Copper. Weight, 68 grs. 

OBVERSE. 

Horseman in Tu!Jhro" to the 
left. 

Le!Jend arranged in vacant cor
ners of the general device. 

~~'J ~..\l'k~~\ C)W\ 

REVERSE. 

Bull inTu!Jhra 
~, , 
'C,- .H 

Some specimens have outer 

margins with .ill, ~, etc. 

No. 63. Variety. No. 10. plate and No. 56, page 203, J.R . .A..S. 
xvii.; Prinsep's Essays, pl. xxxiii. fig. 2. 

Ohv8r86--Horseman in TU!Jhra. 
Rev8r86--Full front face in Tu!JAra. 

The palpable and obvious legends usually inserted in the 
vacant spaces around the leading device are ,l:Ieemingly omitted 
in this specimen, but on closer examination the Howing lines 
of the figure of the Horseman are seen to be composed of 
crypto-writing, arranged with considerable skill, so that an 
ordinary observer would scarcely detect the departure from 
the standard design of the earlier mintages. It is more diffi
cult, however, to say what is and what is not designed to be 
conveyed in this elaborate monogram,l but I fancy'that I am 

J These cyphers or monogrammatic enigmas found much favour with the Turks, 
as may be seen in the Ottoman Sultfl.n'a complicated Tughru composing the 
ordinary central device of the currency of Constantinople. The earliest example, 
in this series, is that of Urkhfl.Q. bin Usmb, A..H. 726 (Marsden, No. 379). The 
TugAra or monogram of C)I.:>. ~\r.' cI. C)~ (A..D;. 1099) is describe<\ 

by Marsden II as produced by a fanciful distortion of the oharacters that express 
the name" (p. 404). 
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able to trace a considerable portion of the authorized Muham

madan Kaliman 4J.l\ JJ""') ~ 1 

On the reverse is to be seen a most eccentric Chinese
looking pattern, which resolves itself, on examination, into a 

full-front human face. The Arabic word J~ occupies the 
vacant space on the forehead, while the eyebrows, nose, and 
cheek-bones are formed after the composite design of a strung 
bow, with the arrow in position pointing downwards, its 
forked point representing the nostrils. Two simple dots be
low the bow-string, one on either side of the arrow, answer
ing for the eyes, complete the picture. Traces of KWic 

1 My comments, in 1858, on a parallel piece, were to the tollowing effect:-
" In the absence of the coin itself, it would be rash to speculate upon the true 

purport of this obverse, or the tenor or language of the partially-visible legend. 
The reverse figure of the horseman, however, offers tempting material for the 
exercise of analytical ingenuity. 

" That the lines of which the device is composed were originally designed to 
convey, in more or less intelligible cypber, lOme Moslem formula, there can be 
little question. How much latitude in the definite expression ot the letten was 
conceded to the needful artistic assimilation to the normal type, it may be difficult 
to say, But, though I should hesitate to pretend that my eye could tollow the 
several letters of the full Kalimah of ~ \ J,...J ~, I have no doubt that 
those words are covertly embodied in the lines forming portiolll ot the general 

outline. The Kufic ~ is palpable, when reading upwards from the front ot 

the butt·end of the spear; portions of the JJ""J mar be traced along the spear 

itself .. and the rest may be ima"oined under the reasonable latitude already claimed ; 
and, lastly, the .ill; ma, be conceded in virtue of its very obvions 1inal ~, which 
appears over the horse's hind-quarters. 

II The practice of reticulating words and names into device embellishments for 
the coinage was iu high favour with the Sambi mint-masten; and we have nume
rous instances of a similar tendency among the Muhammadan races who succeeded 
t() much of the civilization of the BukM.rfl. empile, with the modified boundaries 
or altered seats of government, incident to their progress towards the richer pro
"inces. of the lOuth, To confine myself to a single exemplification, however, I 
may CIte the Ghaznavi (Lflhor) currency, with the recumbent Bull in Tughra on 
the obverse, and with a Knfic legend on the reverse, In the lines of this ancient 
and revered Hindu device may here be read, in aU facility and in two several 
directions, the name of the prophet of the Arabs, ~,"_:Prinsep'. Essay., 
pl. xxxiii. fig. 2. 
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writing are to be seen on the margin outside the square 
frame which encompasses the face. 

No. 64. Silver and Copper.' Weight, 49 grs. 
For engraving, see Ariana Antiquo., pl. xx. fig. 4. 

OBVERSE. 

No device. 
Legend in a square area. 

~, ~{ ~ I .. J\ 

.J\ UZZZiIMIJ . ( F 
; , .. 1\ I.J 

No. 65. 
OBVERSE. 

~, t, rI' 1\ 

~,. 
. I 

\Q c J\ 

~'t 
. 1\ 0 

REVERSE. 

Bull in Tug'lira, much debased, 
and similar in outline to the 
resh8.war coins of Muham
mad bin Sam (No. 12) . 

Traces of Hindi letters at the 

top U ? atthe foot --1'~ ? 

Copper. 
REVEBBE. 

The Kurman style of Bull, 

with the word 1,;)'v..J in

scribed on its side. 

No. 66. Variety, with the Mint I,;)'v.} introduced ~elow the Bull. 

No. 67. Silver and copper. 
OBVElI.SE. REVERSE. 

No device. Horseman, to the left. 

Legend within a square. ~\\..l....J' c.r. oM,s:04 

~~IJ ~.ll\lk ~»'~\bL..l\ Below the horse ..;..{;; 

No. 68. Silver and copper. Weight, 53 grs. 

OBVERSE, 

as in No. 67. 

REVElI.SE. 

Horseman to the right. 

~ \b...J\ c.r. ~ 
In a line with the spear I,;) ~ 4 

1 606 A..H. "On insera dans son monogramme (Tougra), A la suite de son nom, 
l'epithete d'ombre de .DJefI m,.la terre, et l'on voulut, selon la coutume, ajouter a. 
ses titres celui de second Alexandre. 11 pr6f6ra Ie BUrnom de Sindjar, qui lui 
punt de meilleur augure, parce que Ie prince seldjoukide avait regne quarante
un ans."-D'Ohsson, i. 182. 
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No. 69. Silver and copper. SmaIl coin, Dehliwal form. 

OBV.ERSE. 

l;)' t, " Jt 

J' i~'~ 

).x..L ~~, 

__ ..Ji ' .. 1\ t..;-

REVERSE. 

The usual Indian type of 
Horseman to the right. 

Traces or m l1ft~: 

No. 7'0. Variety, in copper. Engraved as No.8, pI. xx. 
Arlana Antiqua. 

Other varieties of AI8.-ud-din Mnhammad's coinage, to 

which it is unnecessary to refer in detail, bear the names of 

the mints of '),'~~j Zaminddroar, i'.Jb Hirdt, )~..I. Parshor 
(Peshawar), l;)'Jil11 Tdli/cdn, and l;)U)~ Sufur/cdn (Shub

bergan). See J.R.A.B. xvii. p. 203, etc. 

Coins of 1alal-ud-din Mankbarnin.' 
No.71. Silver. Weight, 47 grs. Unique. Masson collection. 

E. I. Museum. 
OBVERSE. 

i~'J~ ~\ " 
~.r.( ' .. cJ:!~' J ..t \ ,,~~ 

l;)Lk )11 n~ ~ .. ,..n~' -
• Almost all the Oriental authorities concur in writing tbis name as Han""ar"i. 

and D'Ohason explains its meaning under that transcription as Hangov, "l'eternel," 
birti 011 tird4 "donne." -Dieu-donne, i. 195. The final consonant, in the name, 

on this coin is absolutely identical in form with tbe terminal letterl of .. .J~ \:.1- , 

cr.. ~\bL and ~.,.J'. There are, however, no dots, and the last syllable 

may possibly be intended (or ~ .. in, which compromise I have adopted througb
out. 
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No. 72. Silver and copper. Weight, 45 grs. Rare. 

OBVERSE-Horseman ta the left, in broad lines. 

REVERSE-Legend in square Monumental Ku1ic Jl6:- .. ~\ ... 
No. 73. Silver and copper. Weight, 44 grs. 

91 

OBVERSE-Horseman to the left, treated more after the Indian style. 

Traces of m, etc. 

REVERSE-In ordinary Persian letters, 

~~, , ~~, J~ ~~\ ~\kL.J\ 
Coins of 1al8.1.ud-din Mankbarnin (minted in India). 

No. 74. Silver and Copper. Weight, 54 grs. 

Horseman. Bull. 

~~: ~ OIt!1'Tt!I'f(1' 
Srl BrJitnlra~ Sri Jaldladin. 

N.B.-I had some doubts, in early days, as to whether these coins 
should be preferably attributed ~o Risiak, 1 alaI-ud-dln FirUs, or to 
lalaI-ud-din Kkaris". Shdk. I have now definitively fixed upon the 
latter assignment on more exact Palreographic grounds, in addition 
to the arguments already brought forward against the claim of Firliz 
upon the typical evidence.-Pata.n Sultans, 1st edition, p. 30. 

No. 75. Copper. 
OBVERSE. REVERSE. 

,) \, \... '\ ci..J. < ... 

""'"-_~\;:z..' __ =- ~\ r-
OBVERSE-Dotted margin within double lines. 

REVERSE-Dotted margin inside a single circle. 

Coins of Changiz KMn. 

No. 76. Silver. Weight, 47 grs. Rare. India Museum. 

J~~\ ~\ l\ 

~ c ~\ ., .t n~~~ r II 
b:..fo:::- ~rJl~' ~ . 
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No. 77. Silver and copper. Weight, 63 grs. 

(Similar in treatment.) 

JJ. e 

Same legend. 

\; e ~\ 

No. 78. Copper. Kurman. 

UL.e:..J~ 

r \i MI\ ~ 

~L--...r--S' 

Similar legend. 

The name of ~I"..J is written in precisely the same combined 
form. as that in use on the later coins of AIa-ud-d!n; that is to say, 

with the end of the) run into the succeeding r" 

Saif-ud-din Hasan $arlagh. 

Saif-ud-din Hasan ~arlagh,l one of the leading generals of 
J alal-ud-dln Mankbarnin, was left in charge of the depend
encies of Ghor and Gha:zni by that Monarch on his departure 

1 Lorsque Ogouz fils de Cara-khan ••• etait en guerra avec 8e8 parent. • • • 
il triompha de ses ennemia, conquit plusieurs pays, et devint un monarque puissant. 
II convoqua, pour lors, une assemblee generale, OU i1 Umoigna 1& satisfaction A 
ses parents, A. ses officiers et A. ses troupes, et donna 1 ceu de 1& ramme qlle 
l'avaient secouru, Ie Dom d'Ou'igourl, qui veut dire, en turc, allU., GuziliGWII. 
Ce nom demeura A. tous leurs descendants, quoique, dans la suite, divereea circon
stances leur aient fait donner des noms particuliers, comme ceu de Corloucl, 
CallGtfjel, KiptonaCII, etc.; mais Ie Dom genenqlle d'OwgollrIJ De leur en est pu 
moins reste.-D'Ohsson (quoting the Jam'i ul TIlWUlkh), i 436. On compte 
encore parmi les branches des Ogouzes: 1, Lea Ouigourea; 2, lea Cancalia; 3, lea 
Kiptchacs; 4, lea Carlouks; 6, lea Calladjea; et 6, les Agatcheris. Ces nations 
turques habitaient la partie occidentale de I' Asie centrale. I.e territoire de 
Ouigours s' etendait jusqu' au monts Altai; a ]' eat de cette chaine OD trouvait 
dea peuplea qui appartenaient, les nus, A la race turque, lea autrea, A la race tatare 
ou mongole (i. p. 423-4). 
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from India, en route for I'raf' in A.H. 62Q.l He is noticed 
casually by Minhaj us Siraj about the year A.H. 624, as secur
ing his possessions from the plundering Moghuls of Oktai, by 
coming to terms with the invaders,s and he seems to have 
been able to hold his own, in an uncertain way, till A.H. 636, 
when the lIoghul advance in force finally drove him. down 
towards Sind and Multan.3 This occurred during the reign 
of Riziah, and hls eldest son seems to have been deputed to 
attend the court of that Queen, where he was received with 
distinction, and complimented with the charge of the dis-

1 The following is the Arabic text of Abulfeda relating to Hasan ~arlagh, iv: 384 : 

CJ~ y6-1 J~\ 4::- J''''~\ ~ ~~l J ~ r..r W, 

J\} ~ ~ y6-\) ~I\ ~~ ~ ~ CJ~L.. ~~)l 

cl. U) ~ ~l..:..., J ~~ J ~ ~ ~J ~ UJ ~J 

~\ ~~ ~CJ\.,4.J\ ~ CJ~ L.. ~ ~UJ~.f-'\) ~Jl CJ'k 
This is the Hassan Oarrac of Degnignes. II Lorsque Dgelaleddin eut appris que 

les Mogols avoient repasse Ie Gihon, il vint a Lahor dans Ie dessein d'aller sou
mettre l'Eraque. n laissa dans ses nouvelles conquetes deux officiers, Pehlevan 
Uzbek et Hassan Carrac, surnomme Ouapha Moulk. Ce dernier dans Ia suite 
chassa Uzbek, et s'empara de tout ce qu'il avoit aux Indes" (l'an 627 de I' Hegire). 
Book xiv. p. 281, vol. ii.-D'Ohsson says, "DjeIaliaissa a Euzbec Ie gouvernement 
de ses possessions dans l'Inde, et a Vefa-Melik, celui des pays de Gour et de Ghazna 
(620 A.H.)." iii. p. 4. 

a Tab~fl.t-i-Na..oiri (Calcutta text) p. 388. 

CJ~ ..::.J} ~ ~ till\ i....-j tV ~ ~~\ ~ cl. 

~ ~j I,;)'~ t::i'" ~.l>- V!.~.r:- ~}~ '-'~\ t.! ~~ 

..?J J.,;; CJ~ J ~)~ ~ ,-=-.l>- ~y, CJ\!.~\ , 
Khidmat is here used in the sense of tribute, as in the recognised Khidml.ltdna, etc. 

CJ~'!' is a word the derivation of which is not quite clear, but the meaning 
here BeeIDS to refer to "receivers" or collectors, rather than to Prmtors, or "the 
Police," as .Tohnson interprets the term ~. 

S TabaUt-i-Nfl.Biri, p. 392. " 
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triet of Baran (now Dulandshahr); shortly afterward .. he dis
appeared, with little ceremony, and rejoined his father. Sait
ud-din ~arlagh was eventually kille~, during this same year, 
at the siege ot Yultan, by a troop d'elite ot Eiz-ud-din 
Balban, KishlfJ. Khan, the governor of 11 ehh 1 and Yultan, on 

1 .As the town ot Ucbh has ot late sunk into obscurity, I quote. kiat account; 
of it. monuments from a description of Uch.Shar1l, in 1836, by JItI'IfdS Mohan 
L6.l :_U UcA, surnamed Ucla-SAarif, or holy Uc4 (lat. 310 12', long. 7~0 3,), 
which, being near the junction of the united streaDII nesudrus, nypbasU, and 
Hydraotes, Acesines, and llydaspes, attract. the notice of geographers, conwna 
numerous sepulchres of the Muhammadan saints. The oldest of all it that or 
Shflh Sail ul Hfl.qqfui. A miserable wall without the roof environ. the dusi of 
the above saint. If I write the respective n&D!es of the lIIlinta of Uc4, along 
with their incredible miracles, I fear to enlarge my remarks; howevef', I pl'8sume 
to lay before you the endeavours ol my leeble pen in regard to Shah Slad JalM 
and his reputed descendants. He died 600 years ago, and is said to have lived to 
the age ol 150. His tomb, which is inside a large but gloomy room, it elevated 
about five spaus from the surface of the ground. It is a very simple building, 
adorned with the poor, frail and old canopy. Both of his sides haTe teD graTes .r 
his offspring. They are distinguished by one rising above the other, whieh flU 
the entire position of the room. None ot them have any kind at inlcription. 

"The tomb where the body of the Makhdum rests is • very poor atructve, 
but raised about seven feet high from the ground, which is concesled by DlHDCrona 
other graves. There is nothing admirable in the ehrine Dt the lIak.hd6..m.. 
Three small openings give light inside the apartment. The follG1li.ng Peniu in· 
Imption, written on the door, presents UJ with the date at the Mak.h.d6.m', death : 

,\.!a J~ . L - ~ ..::-d ~ \i •• ' C)y.-, N.J 

JL ~ , ~~ , ~ a - R ~ Jy, '5;U 
" 'When the world was covered by darkness without the countenece at the Sh1h 

(or Makhdum). The date was 785 of the llijrl era.' 

" The mausoleum of Makhd6.m J ahflnih1 J ahh1 GasM is annually risited by the 
pilgrims of the distant country. It is very odd that ihe tomba of the &ainta of 
the holy Ucla, who possessed such boundleu reputatiOll and respect in da)'l or 
old, have been not adomed with any kind of architectural beanty, ei1her by their 
posterity or believers, except that of • Bibi Jind Vadi; (or the lady of the long 
life). It; is situate on the Terge of a precipice, which commanda the old bed of 
the Punjfl.b rivers, and gives a romantic view. The southern parl of this magni
ficent sepulchre has been unfortunately swept away by the late inlllldations. The 
door opens towards the East, and has a sight ot ihe other two wpolas.. The1 
excel in material and handsomeness the others of Utla, except ihat of 'Blbi 
Jind Vadr..' • Bibl Jind Vadi' was one of the c1HceDdanta Dt Shllh SWl JalU. 
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'the part of Riziah. Slrif-ud-din's generals, however, having 
succeeded in concealing the fact of his death, were able to 
secure the surrender of the town. 1 

Saij-uiJ-ilin .A.l-HfI8an ¥arlagTl. 

No. 79. Silvw. Weight, i69'5 grs. (Six spec~ens E. India 

Collection.) A.1I. 633, 634. 

cW.J\ J,..,J ~ 
~.t --.l.U ... l.J a'-",J\ .J 

Dotted margin • • • • • 

~\.J Ul .•. Hy" 

~.;-i 

Yargin--;*, ~ ~J~\ ll.o> 

cUlt.:..." • AH ~ ~ 
" J~J 

These coins are apparently Camp Mintages, as they bear no trace 
of the name of a :Mint city: in their weight and general outline 
they seem to have been imitations of Altamsh's new cUFrency. 

of whom I have already spoken. The dome in which she sleeps is erected of 'burnt 

bricks, which Ill'e cemented by mortlll'. The whole of the edifice is ornamented 

by various nues and lapis lazuli of the celebrated mines of BadakMhdn. The 

size of this grand building may be estimated at about 60 feet high, and the 
circumference 25." 

a TabaU.t-i-NClsiri, p. 270. 
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No. 80. Copper (or mixed copper and silver).' 

Rajput ~ 

Horseman 

withm~ 

Sri Ham!ran. 

~~~ t ;~, 

~\~\.H' 

t:-J} 
No. 81. Silver and copper. Coin in the East India Collection • 

• 
Rajput (~) 

Horseman. 

Traces of 

crl,u\ J 4-J0.\1\ 

~\.;P \:, ..1\ t.' 

1£ this coin is correctly attributed, it would prove that 
Hasan ~arlagh's father's name was Muhammad. 

No. 82. The lllost curious coins of Hasan ~arlagh, how
ever, are those of the "Bull and Horseman" type, with 
Hindi legends, which follow the model of the DehliwalaB of 
Kubachah of Sind. The name is oddly expressed, and the 
letters themselves are peculiar in their forms; but I have 
little doubt that the correct reading of the legend is as 
follows: 

lit ~ ~ Sri Hasan Kurla. ... . 
These coins, I believe, have never either been figured or 

published. They are common enough, as I have some six of 
them in my own limited collection.-

1 These are the coins entitled Dehliw6lu, following on to the previous modet. 
of Nlisir-ud-din ~ubfl.chah of Sind.-Ariana Antiqua, pL XL 19; Prinsep', 
Essays, pL xxvi. 47. 

, After the above descriptive details ot the coins ot Hasan ~arlagh and hiB 
Bon Muhammad had been set up in type, I discovered that General Cunningham 
had already put upon record, in his Archmological Report to the Governmen' ot 
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Ndsir-url-am Muhammad bin Hasan :(;{arlagn. 

I anticipate the due order or epochal sequence, in order to 
dispose of the coins of' Hasan. J.{arlagh's son in immediate 
connection with those of his father. 

India (1863-4), certain speculations upon the attribution of these pieces, which 
are in many respects so opposed to my own deductions as to make me desire that 
the General should state his case in his own words, without further comment OD 

my pan, beyond a momeutary expression of dissent from the association of the 
Bilingual coins of NdIi,..utl-di,. (.Arian. Ant. 432; Prinsep's Essays, i. 37, pL ii. U), 
with the other specimens, which, on pal!Bographical grounds, I should be disposed 
to sever, both in time and locality, from the rest of the crude 5indian issues • 

•• The first invasion of Indo-Scythians must have caused a very general dis
placement of the ruling races. • • • The vanquished would naturally have sought 
refuge in the less accessible districts aroana, and to this period, therefore. I would 
refer the settlement of the .tI.wdm and Jan/uA" in the Salt Range to the Bouth, 
and of the Gaka,., in the hilly tracts of Pharwhla and Drt.ngali to the north-east. 

" Of their subsequent history but little is recorded; we know only that they 
were divided into several branches, and that they had all become Muhammadans. 
In the time of Biber, the ruling tribe, called the Karlu", Hazara" held the dis. 
tricts on both banks of the lower Suhfln River, under their chiefs Sangar KMn 
Karluki and Mirza MalYi Karluki. At a still earlier period the chiefs of this 
tribe, Hasan Karluk Slld his son Muhammad, had asserted their independence by 
striking coins in their own names. The coins of the father are of the well-known 
'Bull and Horseman' type, with the legend in Nlgari letters,' Sri HatJan Karluk" 
The coins of the Bon are of three different kinds, two with Persian characters only, 
and the third with Persia.n OD one side and Nlgari on the other. On the last 
coin there is a rude ll.gure of a horse surrounded by the chiefs name, Nther u<l 
dunid wa u<l din, in Persian letters, and on the reverse his name in three lines of 
Nlgari letters, Sri MUMmmatl Karluk. On one of the Persian coins this chief 
calls himself MUMmmatl1JinHa,an Karluk (t:l}), and on the other he takes the 

titles of ul-Malik ul-Mua'lUIm MuAammad 6", Hasan. From the types and 
general appearance of these coins their date may be fixed with certainty as coeval 
with those of Altamish and his BOns, or from A.D. 1210 to 1266. The accuracy 
of this date is strongly confirmed by Ferishtah's account of the first campaign of 
Naser-nd-d1n Mahmfid, the youngest son of Altamish. In July, .A..D. 1247, 
MahmCld proceeded to Multfm, and then to the bank of the Chenab, from whence 
he Bent his Vazir towards the moantains of Jud and the provinces on the Indus. 
. • • • According to this account, the rebellion lasted for about twelve years, 
from the death of Altamiah, in .A..D. 1236, until the close of Mahm6.d's campai~ 
in the end of 12~7. It is to this period that I refer the assumption of independ
ence by Hasan Karluk and his Bon Muhammad. The age of the coins, as I have 
observed, corresponds exactly with the date of this rebellion, and the coins them
selves before are ,found in greatest number in the rebellious districts of the moun
tains of Jud JJ (pp. 8, 9). 
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There is little to be gathered concerning the history or 
N asir-ud-dfn Muhammad, the son or Hasan ~arlagh. He 
seems to have succeeded to his father's dominions in Sind, 
and to have been held in consideration as a powerful monarch. l 

He was still reigning on the arrival of the Ambassadors of 
HUlagu Khan in A.B. 658,1 

Nci8ir-utl-din MUMmmatllJin Haaan ¥arlagA. 

No. 83. Copper. Weight, 53 grs. Coarse Fersian legends cover

ing the entire surfaces of the coin. 

~ r L; 

c.J 
en .... ~ Jt ;~n , . 

t:-J} ~~, 

No. 84. Copper. Weight, 46 grs. Small coin, with dotted margins, 
similar to the pieces of laW-ud-din (No. 47, 1.R.A.S. p. 383, 
vol. ix.) aud Changiz Khan (p, 385, ibid.). 

~ ~\ 

c.:J '" ,... 

Uzbeg Pai, Commandant in India, on the part of JaW-ud-d£n 
Mankbarnin. 

General Cunningham, who, in the course or his official 
duties, was once permanently stationed at Multan, secured, 
during his residence at that ancient city, among many other 
local curiosities, some small coins hitherto unassigned, which, 

in spite of a somewhat unorthodox orthography, I am in-

1 Tabakat-i-NfIsiri, p.320. 

~.i. .)~ ~ )~U d~ } ...}!. ~ cr!.l1t..r'U cl. '-:)~ 
I Ibid. pp. 316-321. See also Elpbinstone's History of India, p. 379. 
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clined to appropriate to Uzbeg Pai~l the commandant asso
ciated with Hasan ~arlagh on JaIal-ud-din's departure from 
India. They may be described as follows :-

No. 85. Silver and copper (or copper?). Weight, 25 grs. 

(2 specimens.) 

Circular area. 

" Y"~~a~ Pat" z 

Marginal legend defaced. 

Square area, with dotted lines 
and. dotted margin. 

y~ 

" Struck at Multan." 

SUIDr[AJl.y 011' THE EVENTS 011' THE REIGN 011' KUBAClU.H. S 

A.R.600. Appointed to the Government of trchh by Mu'izz-ud-~in, 
shortly after his defeat at Andkhod; takes possession of 

the entire country from Sirhind, Kohram, and Sirsuti, 
to Daibal and the sea; and assumes the ensigns of 
royalty.' 

1 See ante, p. 93; and Elliot's Historians, ii. pp. 395-6, 664, 663-

S . J peg for loS\" "a f.oot," is quite authorized. 
\...:>v .... 

3 The derivation of this name, .or rather la~a~, or nickname, is uncertain. 

Taking it as coming from W "coat, cloak, or jacket," it would mean "small . , 
or short tunic," possibly a p08tin (~~); but if we are to accept the Hindi 

transcription of KulJdckak, it would answer to " rather fat," "plump." 

• The Tuhfat ul Kiram (A.1I. 1188) gives the following details regarding the 
tributaries of Kubf!.chah :-" During the reign of Kram Shah his dominions were 
parcelled into four divisions: one of which, comprising Multan, the whole of Sind 
and Uchh, became subject to Nasir.ud-din Kubachah. At that time the following 
seven Ranas in Sind were tributary to Multau :-1. Rana Buhnar Satta Rathor, of 

Dabra, in the district of Durbela j 2. Rania. Sanu-, Bon of Dhamflj,. of the tribe ot 
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A.R. 613. Lahor taken by Shams-ud-din Altamsb, who appoints his 
eldest son, Nasir-ud-din lIahmud, to the charge. Kuba
chah encounters the troops of Taj-ud-din nduz, and is 
defeated. Many celebrated personages take refuge at 
his Conrt. 1aIal-nd-dln defeated on the InduB, in Rajab, 
618 A..R. He subsequently enters Sind; and his general, 
Uzbeg Pai, overcomes KuMchah near U'chh. 

" 621. The Mughals under Tuli Nowln besiege }Iultan for forty 
days. 

I' 623. Axmyof Khiljis, under Malik Khan EMlj, invade Man
surah and Sehwan. KuMchah routs them. 

" 624. Minhaj us Siraj, the future author of the Tabakat-i-Na/lliri, 
arrives at the Court of KuMchah at U'chh. 

" 624. Rabl'ul awwal, Shams-ud-dfn, presents himself before 
U'chh. KuMchah is besieged in the Fort of Bhakar. 

" 625. (27, Jumad ul awwal), Uchh surrenders. (Jumad al 
fihir), Bhakar taken. Kubachah drowns himself.l 

No. 86. Silver and copper, with a large proportion of silver. 
Weight, 50 grs. 

86a. Silver and copper, the copper predominating. Weight, 53 grs. 
For engravings see Ariana Antiqua i Prinsep's Essays, xxvi. 28, 29 ; 

Journal Asiatic Society of Bengal, vol. iv. pL xxxvii. 28, 29. 

HORSEl\£AN. BULL. 

m~: ~!Gllill ~,"T 
Sri Hamirah. S,.i KuMcna Suritan. 

Subordinate Mint mark below At times, when space will alloW', 
the Horseman w. the final 1U is duly inserted. 

Kureja Samma, residing in TUng, lying within the district of R6pah; 3. 1 aisar, 
Bon of Jai]1 Machhi Solanki, of M6.ni.ktara; 4. Wakia, BOn of Pann(w Chann6n, 
who was estabhshed in the valley of 8iwi; 5. CbannCln, Bon of nita, of the tribe 
of Channa, resident at :Shag-nai; 6. liya, IOU of Wariah, of J'hAm, or Hemakot ; 
7. lasodhan A:kra, of Min-nagar district of Bambarwa."-Elliot·, Historians, 
i. 340. 

1 MinMj us Siraj, Persian text, pp. 142, etc; Taj u1 Maw, MS.; Elliot'. 
Bistoriaus, i. 340; ii. pp. 155, 201, 233; 241, 281, 302, 325, 396, 664, 663 ; 
llesguignes, i 414, "Cobah"; D'Ohsson, iii. 4, "Caradja." 
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These coins seem to be direct imitations of the original 
Dehliwdlas; they vary in the apparent quality of the metal, 
from nearly pure silver to a very close approach to simple 
copper, in the same way that the composite pieces of Altamsh 
exemplify the prevailing system of giving effect to the gra
dational values of the public money, by the mere modification 
of the proportions of silver and copper assigned to each divi
sion of the currency, without any corresponding alteration in 
the weight, form. or stamp of the discriminated pieces, or any 
indication calculated to guide the trader beyond the mere 
glint and superficial touch of the coin tendered. 

Kubachah's circulating media seem to have been exclu
sively confined to this species of coin, which, though possibly 
minted according to the varying boundaries of his dominions, 
from Sirhind to Bhakar, are invariably termed Dehliwdlas 

(lJ~cJ), and evidently constituted the only coined money 
in ordinary use, as we find his son, 'Ala-ud-din Muhammad, 
presenting Altamsh with ten million Dehliwalas as a peace
offering; and when the contents of Kubachah's treasury came 
to be examined by his conquerors, they are reported to have 
found the large sum of fifty million pieces (" 500 laks") of 
this aescription of money. 

No. 87. Silver and copper. Weight, 50 grs. 
For illustrations see Ariana Antiqua, pI. xx. 19; rrinsep's Essays, 

pI. xxvi. 47; J.A.S. Bengal, iv. pI. xxxvii. 47. 

HORSEMAN. ~'--.i 
With the local form of 

m~: ~.wl J ~..ul 
Below the Horse there is occa

sionally a. small device, va.ry
ing from 0 to the star, so 
frequent on the parallel nd~ 

t .... 1 , . 
L:)Lb.L •• ll 

series. Dotted margin. 
1 M.S. T6.j u1 Maw; Elliot's Historians, ii. 242; Prinsep's Essays, i. 326. 
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The Hindi legends on these bilingual coins are marked by 
several peculiarities in the outlines of the letters, which re

move them from eastern sites and the normal style of writing 
current in Dehli and Ajmir, and associate them more directly 

with the proximate localities of Sind and the lower Punjab. 

The "if b is formed like a modem 'q p, with a dot in its centre; 
the I'q ch is similar to an ordinary Bengali q b, in which re

spect it accords with Chahar Deva's Ajmfr type of the letter. 

The 1 It in the Hamirah follows the fashion of the Gupta 

Inscription at Allahabad, and reverses the ordinary tum of 
the lower limb of the letter. 

FIFTH KING (A.H. 633-634; A.n. 1235-1236). 

Rukn-ud-din FirUz Shah, after having been exercised in 
the duties of government during his father's lifetime, at 

Budaon (625 A.H.) and Lahor (630 A.H), became heir appa
rent on the decease of his elder brother, N asir-ud-dfn 

Mahmud, in 626 A.H., and finally succeeded to the masnad 

in Sh'aban, 633 A.H. His brief reign of six months and 

twenty-eight days, marked only by his indulgence in low 

tastes an~ debaucheries, may be said to have been altogether 

barren of public events, with the exception of the various 

coalitions of the nobles, organized to defeat the intrigues and 
cruelties of the Queen Mother (Shah Turkan), which in
directly led to the Sultan's dethronement. 

The Persian coins of this king are rare; engravings were 
given in my original work on the Pathan Kings (see pL i. 
Noa. 24, 25, 26), but the attn'bution of the pieces was con
fessed to be uncertain. New examples, however, have fully 

confirmed the assignment then proposed, and enable me to 
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"improve the previous reading from ~.)\\ rJ) ~\ ~111...J\ 
~U:J...JII.:I. to the following, which is taken from one of Col. 

Guthrie's coins. 

No. 88. Silver and copper. Weight, 50 grs. 

Horseman. 
With traces of 

~1~: 
Sri Hamm!raA. 

~\ k w) \ 

~Jr \:, c~\ 

~.u\J ~oll\ 

The ~\ of the earlier described coins is quite correct, 

the Sultan, like his father before him, having advanced his 

honorary title. The imperfect rendering of d. cioll \ rJ) may 

be authoritatively corrected into the usual ~.)\\ J Woll\. I 

am now also able to cite specimens of Rukn-ud-din's Hindi 

currency. 

No. 89. Silver and copper. Weight, 51 grs. Very rare. 

Stewart collection, :B.Y. 

Horseman. :Bull couchant. 

m~"': llromtr ~1 ~ ~1!F 
Sri Hammirak. Sur-it&T} Sri RukaT}tI din. 

On the Jhul of the Bull III ? 
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'SIXTH REIGN (A.H. 634-637; A.D. 1236-1239). 

The celebrated Queen Regnant of Muhammadan India

Riziah, the daughter of Altamsh-succeeded to the posscs

sion of the capital on the fall of Shah Turkan, the mother of 
Rukn-ud-din, in the third month of A.H. 634. The ministers 
at her father's court had been scandalized at the preference 

he had proposed to extend to a daughter, in supercessiDn of 

the claims of adult male heirs to the throne; but the Sultan 

justified his appointment-the execution of which was, how

ever, evaded-alike ~n account of the demerits of his sons, and 

the gifts and acquirements of his daughter, who had been 

brought up under a degree of freedom from the seclusion en

joined for females by the more severe custom of ordinary 
Muslim households, aided by the advantagcs incident to the 

exalted position occupied by her mother as the chief and 

independently-domiciled wife. The sovereignty of fcmalctl, \ 

it must be remembered, was not altogether at variance with \ 

the ideas of the semi-nomad race, whose leading court in I 
Central Asia gave a .tone to the feelings of their Muslim 

fellow countrymen, so many of whom were now domesticated 
in the south. From the days of Tomyris the right to govern 
was admittedly open to the sex, and proximate examples 
were offered for Indian imitation in the persons of the two 

princesses of Kbarizm, Ma~~4~_{561 A.H.) an«!..TJI~ 
-~~!!t.. the latter of whom held more absolute swayl than 

1 D'Ohsson, i. 198, e~ The use of an independent seal and aignet .hoWi that 
there wu no possible rese"e in the claims put torth. The tenor or the legend 
of which hu beeu prese"ed. .. SOD monogramme (Tougra), qu'elle 6crinU de 
sa main BUr Bes ordonnance&, Be composait de ces mots: Protect"'" tlu fIUWIIl# " til 
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. her own son, '.AIa-ud-din, whose outposts encircled nearly 

half of Asia. 
Rizfah's direct Tise dated from the capture of the Queen 

Mother, so that, in effect, the transfer of dominion was from 
one female to another. The author of the Tabakat-i-Nasiri, 
a forgiven rebel, 1 enlarges warmly upon the many merits and 
accomplishments of his Sovereign, lamenting, however, that 
all these excellencies should have been nullified by the single 
defect that the court chroniclers of the period were unable to 
return her birth in the list of males.s 

.Alter the brief reign of Rukn-ud-dfn Firliz, who freely 
exemplified by his misconduct his father's prophetic reproach, 
Riziah succeeded in establishing her supremacy, and Eastern 
eyes witnessed the singular spectacle of an unveiled and: 
diademed Empress-the first in India-directing the hosts 
of Islam under the canopy of the immemorial regal seat on 
an elephant. Riziah's early inauguration was attended with 
no inconsiderable danger and difficulty, .arising from the 
opposition {)f the Vazir and the organized military resources 
of the various governors of provinces, who hesitated in con
ceding their allegiance. Eventually, however, to quote the 
expression of Minhaj us Siraj, quiet was established through
out the empire, and Riziah's sway was acknowledged from 

la foi, Turktm rei", tlBI f- tk ftmifl/W": et sa devise etait: JJieu .eul est matt 

rifugl. Elle prenait Ie titre de Klwudtwend ])jim ou souveraine du monde." 
See also Price, ii. pp. 393, et 'eI/. 

I (A.lL 630). .. There being 110 possibility of resistance, this well-wisher of 
the victorious government, MinMj-i Sir6.j, together with the Chief Justice of • 
Gwalior and others, came out of the fort and proceeded to Dehli."-Elliot's 
Historians, ii. 330. 

~, .Jj. ci~ ~ ~ .. Q.l'».J L.:.I'->J' y\...:... }1,:J,;"- 1...\ I 

Ferishtah, Briggs. i. 217. Text, p.ISo. ~ J.J".., ~ I.J.!./ r,,:JU-.:. 
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II Daibal to Lakhnautt" Things were thus prosperous with 
her, when the drawback of her sex first developed itself. It 
was not that a virgin Queen was forbidden to love-she might 
have indulged herself in a submissive Prince Consort, or 
revelled almost unchecked in the dark recesses of the Palace 
Harem-but wayward fancy pointed in a wrong direction, 
and led her to prefer a person employed about her Court, 
an Abyssinian moreover,l the favours extended to whom the 
Turki nobles resented with one accord. 

In A.H. 637, the Empress proceeded in person to quell an 
outbreak on the part of Ikhtiar-ud-dfn Altu.nlah, governor 
of Sirhind. In the engagement that ensued, J aIaI-ud-dfn 
Yakut, the Abyssinian, was killed, and Riziah, as a prisoner, 
possibly with scant ceremony, found herself introduced into 
the Zanana of the conqueror, who shortly afterwards advanced 
upon Dehli in the hope of recovering the sovereignty, to 
which he had thus acquired an adventitious claim; but his 
army was in turn defeated, and he himself and Rizlah met 
their deaths near Kaithal, in the month of Rab'i-al-Awwal, 
A.H.638.9 

l .A. like prejudice against this race does not seem to have been ftlt by 

Arabs in Baghdad, as the Khalil Mustan,ir, whose name figures in the place of 

hierarchical honour on the coins of RUtah. had a successor bom to him by an 

Ethiopian slave. It is true that M'ust'assim did not do much credit to his 

hybridism.-D'Ohsson, iii. 207,243. 

J Tabakat-i.N~iri, pp. 183-6, 261; Elliot's Historians, ii. 334; Briggs'. 

Ferishtah, i 220; Ibn Batutah, iii. 167-8. The traveller from Tangiers (in or 

about 734 A.lI. = 1333 A.D), remarks, "Son tombeau est actuellement visiUS par 

des peIerins, et regarde comme un lieu de sanctification. n est sime sur Ie bora 

du grand fieuve appeIe Djoun, a une parasange de 1a ville de Dih1y." See also 

Syud Ahmad's II A:su-us-Sunnadeed," p. 66, and 10urnal .Asiatique (1860), 
p.395. 
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'No. 90. Silver. (PI. i. fig. 27, and pI. vi. fig. 1). Weights, 165 

grs. and 167 grs. Lakhnaut(,l Very rare. Prinsep, B.M., Col. 

Guthrie, and Gen. T. P. Smith's coin, dated A.B:. 635. 

Square area, formed. of double 
lines, within a circle. 

r l.~\ -'f:: ~ 

__ I au",,J\ 
.oJ" .J 

~.,...-. " 
.Margin-

.. i:-~A 4.4ill t.u Y~ 

~ ~\ l:)~1 

~.)\\ J~.))\ il~ 

l:)1.kW\ ~\ ~\ ill.,. 

~r!'r.' ~ 
No margin. The legend 

occupies the whole obverse. 

1 It wollld seem from the orthography adopted in this the earliest record of the 

name of Laknauti (J jlJ) that the original Semitic transcription was designed 

to follow the classical derivation of LakaJimatu'fJati (\ij'q4 (ffCfm). which was 

soon, however, adapted to the more colloquial LachJiman (~) by the addi

tion of an h after the k. as J f'1J; in which form it appears under the first 

local Sultans (coins of Kai Kaus, pl. vi. fig. 2). MinMj us Siraj deposes to its 

elevation to the rank of the capital in supercession of Nuddeah by Muhammad 

Bakhtiar in the following terms-~t..; !J~ d )~ ~~ l:)r.--
~.." ~f4J ~ ~r;' -' ~,~ Y~ ~~~; ~ ~j 
~>. L ~ ~ I~ (printed text, p. 151). The same author, at p. 162, gives 

a full account of the remarkable size, advancement, and general topography of the 

city as existing in 641 A..H. on the occasion of his own visit. 

It is difficult to say when the name of the town was changed to Gaur, a deno

mination which is never made use of by the older authorities. Ab'ul Fazl says, 

"Formerly it was called Lucknouty, and sometimes Gour" (A.A. ii. p. 11) ; 

while Badaoni gives a ridiculous version of the origin of the designation as being 

derived from Ghori ..;)y:.. Hestates-~~~ -' ~~J~' ~ J 

~~,~ -' .Jj UN).M ,~\y>. -' ~l.-. ~L l:)~" ~)U)' 
~)~ rU); JS ~,...} ~ lfo.?,y>. ('~. The obvious imperfection of 

the critical philology of the derivation, however, debars ita reception, as does the 
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No. 91. Silver and copper. (Pl. i., Nos. 28 and 29.) Weight, 

41 and 49 grs. Very rare: 

mver.e-~~' J ~~, ~.J ~ >J ~\hW' 
.Rever'6-Horseman and Sri Hamirah. 

Until lately, the term R~Cah was looked upon as conveying a 
name and not a title. The coins above quoted appear to demon

strate the contrary to be the fact: the silver medal negatively, in

asmuch as it does not give R4Cah as a name; and the copper coins 

positively, in disphiying the R~{ah joined to the ud dunya, etc. 

The TabaHt-i-Nasiri, in enumerating the names of Altamsh's family, 

designates her as ~~l ~) ~\kL, and beads the chapter of her 

biography with the same-designation of ~~\ J ~~\~.J ~U:,W\. 
It will be remarked that the coins give the title of Sultan in the 

masculine gender, whereas all the rest of the Persian legend is duly 

couched in the feminine. This curious affectation of the superior 

sex in regard to her regal position accords with the accounts of 

Indian writers, that U changing her natural apparel" she If assumed 

the imperial robes." Moreover, Minbaj us Siraj generally speaks 

of her as ~\..:u.)~ (p. 195). 

caustic alternative of)/ =" grave," which the often deserted site, UDder the 

speedy action of water and a semi-tropical vegetation, may han deservedly ellll1ed 
for it. But it is quite legitimate to infer that Bi ~ Will the ancient name for 
ceDtral Bengal (Wilson, Glossary, IU6 fiOel; Albfnini, Reinaud, Mem. aar l'Inde, 
p. 298), and 80 intimately associated with the tribal divisioDi of the indigenous 
Brahmana, that the desigDation originated in the popular application olthe name 
of the country to ita own metropolis, and that the town continued to be called 
GaM in nmacular speech in spite of the new names 80 frequently bestowed upon 
it by its alien lords. 



109 

MINAlI.ET AT GOUR, THE ANCIENT CAPITAL OP BENGAL • 

.. One oJ tke mOB' intere8ting oJ the tmtiq,"tte& oJ tke place (Gour) ill a millar, 8tandifl9 
in tke fort. For two-third8 oJtke height It ill a polggon oJtwswe ndea; a60fJ6 that cir~lar, 
tal it attain8 tke height oJ 84 Jeet. The door ill Bome distance from the ground, and alto
gether it 100kB more ltke an IrilJh round tower thlJfl tmg other ezampre known. • • • It 
ill Ilf>Idently a pillar oJ tJictory-a JagA Stham6A-8uch tJ8 the Kootub MinM at Dehli, and 
tMse At lk1el, Dowlutaoad, and elsewhere. There lB, or WIJ8, an Inscription on thlB mono.· 
ment, tohlCh tJBen.bed "8 erection to Firlia 8Mh. IJ thy be 110, It mu8t be tke king of that 
prOt>mee WM reigned in Gaur A.B. 70~715,1 and the character oJ ~ke Architecture ,ul'g 
beM' out thill adsCNpte_ "-Fergw8on, ii. 628. 

THE PROVINCIAL COINAGE OF BENGAL. 

As Altamsh seems to have been the first to provide an 
imperial coinage for Hindustan, so his daughter Riziah would 
appear to have taken the initiative in extending the silver 

1 Initial Coinage of Bengal, 1860. 
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currency to the kingdom of Dengal. At least, as far as can 
be seen, her coins, minted at Lakhnauti, are the earliest 
specimens extant of the provincial issues of the south. 

When Muhammad bin Sam had so far consolidated his early 
successes in India into a design of p~rmanent occupancy, 
leaving a viceroy and generalissimo in Dehli, in the person 
of Kutb-ud-din Aibek, while his own Court was still held at 
Ghaznl, the scattered subordinate commanders each sought 
to extend the frontiers of the faith beyond the limits already 
acquired. In pursuance of this accepted mission, Muhammad 
Bakhtiar Khilji, Sipahsalar in Oude, in A.H. 699, pushed his 
forces southward, and expelled, with but little effort, the 
ancient Hindu dynasty of N uddeah, superseding that city as 
the capital, and transferring the future metropolis of Bengal 
to the proximate site of Lakhnautf, where he ruled undis
turbed by higher authority, till his own career was pre
maturely cut short in A.H. 602. 

Considering the then existing time-honoured system of 
valuations by shells1-which would certainly not invite a 

1 Ibn Batutah gives an account of the collection ot the cowrie eben. in the 
Maldive Islands, from whence they were exported to Bengal in exchange for rice; 
the gradational quantities and values are detailed as followa: rl.... = 100 cowries. 
J\.i=700. u=S=12,000. ~=100,000; four 6U1tu. were estimated aa 

worth one gold'dindr, but the rate of exchange 'Varied considerably, 10 that occa
sionally a dindr would purchase as many as twelve 6U1tU., or twelve lak.ba o( 
cowries (French edition, iv. p. 121; Lee's Translation, p. 178). The Sin-i
Akbari notices that all the accounts of Subah Oriasa were kept in cowries. 
Gladwin's Translation, ii. 16. The rates of exchange are given as fonows:
"4 cowries~1 gunda, 6 gundaa=1 boory, 4 boories=1 pun, 16 pun=kbawun, 
(sometimes 20 puns go to a khawun), and 10 khawuns=1 rupee." Sir H. Elliot 
mentions that "in India, in 1740, a rupee excbanged (or 2,400 cowries; in 1756, 
for 2,660 cowries; and (1845) as manyaa 6,500 could be obtained (or a rupee" 
(Glossary of Indian Terms, p. 373). "They were estimated in tbe revised currency 
scheme of 1833 at 6,400 per rupee" (Prinaep'l Useful Tables, p. 2). Major Rennell 
who was in Silhet in 1767-8, speaking of the cowrie money, remarks: "I found n~ 
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hasty issue of coin-Muhammad. Bakhtiar's acknowledged 

subordination to Kutb-ud-din, who, as far as can be seen, 
issued no money in his own name, it may fairly be inferred 
that if a single piece of money was produced, it formed a 
part only of an occasional, or special, medallic mintage, con
stituting a sort of nnmismatic proclamation, or assertion and 

declaration of conquest and supremacy alone, emblazoning 
probably the titles of the supreme Suzerain, and purposely 
avoiding any needless interference with the fixed trade by 
adventitious monetary complications, which so unprogressive 
a race as the Hindus would naturally be slow to appreciate.1 

other currency of any kind in the country; and upon an occasion, when an increase 
in. the revenue of the province was enforced, several boat loads (not less than 60 
tons each) were collected and sent down the Eurrampooter to Dacca." As late as 
1801 the revenues of the British district of Silhet "were collected in cowries, 
which was also the general medium of all pecuniary transactions, and a consider
able expense was then incurred by GoTerIlDlEnt in e1recting their convemon into 
bullion" (Hamilton's Hindostan, London, 1820, i p. 195). 

1 The author of the TabakM-i-Nisiri has preser,ed some curious passa.,cres re
garding the early coinages in Bengal. First he tells us, that on the conquest of 
the country by the Mubammadans they found gum-indigenous fJovJriu sufficing 
for all the wants of trade. in Contrast to the Jilak, which constituted the recognized 

money of the neighbouring provinces of Bindust6,nc> l;.l 4$ .,\j.Jj J..}J C) 4-) 
(p. 149. ~, c>'u J-~ vOJ'C! fl.',}.,)~ Subsequently, speaking of 

Muhammad Bakhtiar Khilji's arrangements in his new government, he goes on to 

say-~ u1k', ~l.ac.!AJ'}.l~\ ~~ 4$ ~'-'J..J 
p.lSl • ..>j ~\i ~.Jb,;.,) 4L." ~ J .ljJ(W;o=J J.l L~t..... 
.,)\;....) C)!~, ~ C)\bL ~~ J~ J\,-.' , . .. The con

text of this passage would clearly imply that 1M coins, if any were really pro
duced, were Dot issued in his own Dame, nor even in that of Kutb-ud-diD, though 
in the tribute forwarded to that viceroy. he clearly acknowled"cres fealty. The 
intentional disc:rimination is seen in the terms of the sentence relating the assump
tion of independence by' Ali Mardin, who is reported as ~ , ~.h ~ 

p. 159 • .,)}.,)~ ~~, a phrase which appears indirectly to mark the arrogation 

of "umbrcllaa and public prayera," with a reserve about the numismatic symbols 



112 THE COINS OJ!' 

This will, perhaps, be the most fitting occasion to review cur
sorily the rise and progress of the local coinage, and to summa
rize the leading features of the Bengal scheme, which has but 
an irregular and fitful bearing upon the Imperial currency. 

The artistic merits of the produce of the southern mints, 
though superior in the early copies to the crude introductory 
issues of Altamsh, seldom compete with the contemporary 
design or execution of the Dehli die-cutters, and soon merge 
into their own provincialisms, which are progressivelyexag
gerated in the repetition" until, at last, what with the im
perfection of the model, the progressive conventionalism ot 
the designers, and the ignorance and crude mechanical imita
tion of the engravers, their legends become mere semblances 
of intelligible writing, like Persian 8hikastah, easy to reat! 
when one can divine what is intended, but for anything like 
precision in obscure and nearly obliterated margins a very 
untrustworthy basis for the search after exact results. 

The different local mints each followed its own traditions, 
and the school of art stood generally at a higher level in the 
eastern section of the kingdom, especially when Sonargaon 
was held by its own independent rulers. The lowest scale 
of die execution, exemplified in the provincial series, was 
reserved for the capital of the united provinces under the 
kingship of Sikandar (Ffruzabad, 769 A.H.). The numis
matic innovations of Muhammad bin Tughlak were felt and 
copied in the south, especially in the reproduction of the 
titular legends; but his own coins struck at the "city" -he 
would not call it the capital-of Lakhnautf, evince the haste 

of royalty. And the gradations are still more clearly defined in the acknow. 
ledgment of Altamsh by Ghias-ud.din PAuz, in 622 A.B., where it is stated-

JL. ~ ~~ J ~.r.i)U"" J .J.)ji .J~ t ~)).J ~.l.> ¥.J 
p. 171. ~ ~ ~~ ,..~ 4!.., J'~ J .J\~ 
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and carelessness of a temporary sojourn, and, still worse, the 

hand of a local artist, both which short-comings may be for

given to a monarch who, in his own imperial metropolis, had 

raised the standard of the beauties of Arabic writing, as 

applied to coin legends, to a position it had never before 

attained, and which later improved appliances in other lands 

have seldom succeeded in equalling. 
The Bengal Sultans, mere imitators at first, were original 

in the later developments of coin illumination, and the issues 

of the fully independent kings exhibit a commendable variety 

of patterns in the die devices, tlamaoaed and restricted, how

ever, in the general effect by the pervading coarseness and 

imperfection of the forms of the letters. Then, again, the 

tenor of the inscriptions is usually of independent conception, 

especially in the refusal to adopt the ever-recurring kalimah 

of the Muslim mints, and in the suggestive mutations of titles 

~oned to the lientenants of the prophet on earth, whose 

identifications they did not seek to trace, and whose very 

names they did not care to learn. So also was their elabora

tion of the titular adjuncts of the four Imams uninfluenced 

by northern formula; many of which conventionalisms sur
vived for centuries, till Shir Shah, in the chances of conquest, 

carried these traditions with him, and incorporated them into 

the coinage of Hindustan, during the exile of the temporarily 
Tanquished HumayUn. 

The standard of the Bengal coinage was necessarily, like 
the pieces themselves, a mere imitation of imperial mint 

quantities, and the early issues will be seen to follow closely 

upon the proper amount in weight contemplated in the Dehli 

prototypes; but one of the curious results the Kooch Behar 
collective find 1 determines is, that though the :first kings on 

1 13,500 pieces discoTered in A.D. 1863. lourn. R.A.S., N.S., ii. p. 145. 

8 
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the list clearly put forth money of full measure, their pieces 
were, in most cases, subjected to a well-understood Indian 
process of boring-out, or reduction by sweating, to the exact 

weight to which we must suppose subsequent kings had 
lowered the legal standard of their money, so that, although 
some of the silver pieces of Kai Kalla and Ffruz have escaped. 

the debaser's eye, and preserve the completeness of their 
original issue denomination, the great majority of the older 
coins have been brought down to the subsequent local standard 
of 166 grains, at which figure, in troy grains, the bulk of the 

hoard ranges j or, in more marked terms, 166 grains is the 
precise weight of the majority of the very latest and best pre
served specimens, which must have been consigned to their 

recent place of concealment when very fresh from mints but 
little removed from the residence of the accumulator of the 
treasure, and may be held to represent new and clean coin 
which could scarcely have changed hands. 

The intrinsic value of the money of these Sovereigns fol
lows next in the order of the inquiry. This department of 

fiscal administration might naturally have been expected to 
have been subject to but limited check or control, when re

gulated by the uncertain processes of Oriental metallurgy; 

but, in practice, it will be seen that some of the native mint
masters were able to secure a very high standard of purity, 
and, what is more remarkable, to maintain a singularly uni
form scale in the rate of alloy. In the case of the imperial 
coins subjected to assay in Calcutta, specimens spreading over, 
and in so far representing a sequent fifty-six years of the 
issues of the northern metropolis, vary only to the extent of 
six grains in the thousand, or 0'6 per cent. .As the Dehli 
coinage proves superior, in point of weight, to the southern 

standard, so also does it retain a higher degree of purity; 
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the 990 and 996 of silver to the test total of 1,000 grains, 
sinks, in the earliest examples of the Bengal mintages, to 
989, from which figures it experiences a temporary rise, in 
possibly exceptional cases, under Bahadur Shah, who may be 
supposed to have brought down, with his reinstituted honours 
and the coined treasure so lavishly bestowed upon him by 
Muhammad bin Tughlak, on his restoration to the govern· 
ment of Sonargaon, certain implied responsibilities for the 

equity and fulness of his currencies; while in the subsequent 
irregularly descending scale, 'Azam Shah's officials arrived at 
the most unblushing effort of debasement, in the reduction ot 
silver to 962 grains. 

Colonel Guthrie has obtained the following data from the 

assay of the various coins composing the Rooch BaM.r hoard: 
"When the Bengal Asiatic Society made their selection ot 

coins from the trove, they set apart four of each description 
for the mint, two being for special assay, two for the mint 
collection. The result of the assay was as follows (1,000 re
presents absolute purity)" : 

D.ElILI COINS. 

1. Balban (A..:o:.664) 990 and 996. 
2. Kai KoMd (A.:o:. 686) 990 and 

996. 
3. Ghlas-ud-dln Tughlak: (.4..:0:. 

720) 990. 

BENGAL Coms.. 
1. Shams-ud-din Firuz •••••• 989. 
2. BaMdur SMh ••• 988 and 993. 
3. MuMrak: SMh •••••••••••• 987. 
4. GMzi SMh of Bengal .•• 989. 
5. IHas Shah (1st type) 989; 

(2nd) 982; (3rd) 988. 
6. Sikandar SMh (return lost). 
7. 'Azam SMh (1st type) .981; 

12nd) 989; (3rd) 962; (4th) 
977; (5th) 985. 

A question that has frequently puzzled both Oriental and 
European commentators on the history of India has been the 

intrinsic value of the current coin at the various epochs they 
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had occasion to refer to, so that the most exact numerical speci
fications conveyed but a vague notion of the sterling sum. con
templated in the recital by any given author. Numismatists 

have been for long past in a position to assert that the Dehli 

Tankah contained absolutely 173 grains, which would presup
pose a theoretical issue weight of 174 or 171) grains, and a touch 

of nearly pure silver; but assuming this specifio coin to have 

been a white or real "Tankah of Silver" (~}J ~) a doubt 

necessarily remained as to what was to be understood by the 

alternative black Tankah (~~ ~). Nid.m-ud-din Ahmad, 

in his Tabakat-i-Akbari, seems to assign the introduction of 

these black Tankahs to Muhammad bin Tughlak, who noto

riously depreciated the currency to a large extent before he 
resorted to the extreme measure of a forced currency, though 

it may be doubted whether any such depreciation would have 
been thought of, even if there had been time to effect the 

conversion, at the very commencement of his reign, to which 

period Nizam-ud-din attributes the issues of these pieces, in 

the apparent desire of explaining the bare possibility of the 
possession of such numerical amounts as are stated to have 

been squandered in largesses by the newly-enthroned monarch. 
However, the real adulteration of the coin need not have 
extended much beyond the point indicated by the superficial 

aspect of his own Bengal mintages, and ' Azam Shah's coins of 
the same locality probably exceed that acc~tory measure of 
debasement; while, on the other hand,Muhammad bin Tughlak, 

on reverting to specie currencies, after his futile trial of copper 
tokens, seems to have ai~ed at a restoration of the ancient 
purity of metal in his metropolitan issues, as I shall have occa
sion to qU9te a coin of his produced by the Dehli mint in A.H. 

734, which has every outward appearance of unalloyed silver, 

and equally retains the fair average weight of 168 grains. 
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All these evidences would seem to imply that the Bengal 
ratio of purity was intentionally lower, and that a very slight 
addition to the recognized alloy would bring the local issues 
fairly within the category of black Tankahs. Such a sup
position of the inf~ority of the coinages of the southern 
kingdom appears to be clUiously illustrated by Baber's men

tioning that, in A.H. 932, a portion of the revenues of the 
district of Tirhut, a sort of border-land of his empire which 
did not extend over Bengal, was payable in Tankah Nukrah, 
and the larger remainder in Tankah Sidh, l an exceptional 
association of currencies in a given locality, which can scarcely 
be explained in a more simple and reasonable manner than 
by assuming the lower description of the conventional piece 
to have been concurrent with a better description of the same 
coin, which constituted the prevailing and authorized revenue 
standard of the northern portions of the Mughal conqueror's 
Indian dominions. 

SEVENTH KING (A.H. 637-639; A.D. 1239-1241). 

The virtual accession of Mu'izz-ud-din Bahram Shah dates 
from the defeat of Riziah, at Sirhind, in Ramazan 637 A.H., 

when the party advocating his claims became supreme in the 
capital, and was not deferred until after her murder by the 
Hindus, at Kaithal, in Rabi'ul 8.khir 638 A.H. This reign 
demands but scant preliminary comment, except to mark the 
second- instance of the correctness of .A1tamsh's estimate of 
the ineptitude of his own sons. 

1 "Tirhut-tribute (k1i1lmatdna) of the TirhUti Raja: 250,000 silver tanka. 
(tankaA nukrah) and 2,750,000 black tankas (tankaA Bidl.)."-W. Erskine, Baber 
and HumaYUD, ii. p. 5U. 
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SUlDtARY OF TUE EVENTS OF TIlE REIGN. 

A.B:. 637. (27 Ramazan). Enthroned. (11 Shawwal). IkhtIar-nd
din IU9'zn nominated Vicegerent by the nobles. 

" 638. (8 Muharram). Ikhtlar-ud-d!n assassinated at the instiga
tion of the Sultan. Badr-ud-d!n Sanlfar assumes the 
direction of the government. 

" 639. (8 Safar). Dadr-ud·dln's plot against the Sultan deCeated; 
he is ordered to quit the capital General disaffection 
is engendered against the SultaQ in consequence of his 
severities in checking these conspiracies. 

" 639. (16 Jutnada'l akhir). Lahor captured by the Mughals. 
Minbaj us Siraj, at the Court of Dehli, appointed 
~azi of the kingdom. The army under the Vadr, 
Mahzab-ud-din, marches to the Beas to oppose the 
Mughals. 

" 639. (19 Sh'aban). The Vaz{r intrigues for the deposition of the 
Sultan, and returns with the army to the gates ot Dehli. 

" 639. (8 Zflk'adah).l The city is taken; the Sultan captured, 
and slain on the 17th. 

Mu'izz-ua..clzn Bahram Shan. 
No. 92. Silver. Weight, 167 grs. Pl. vii. fig. 2. Very rare. 

Debli, A.R. 638. Col. Guthrie. 
Square area. Square area. 

rL,~\ ~ ~ F~' l;)l \, L l\ 

~\ .J"c· -",J\ ~~\, \:.i~\~ 

L:Jr-.~: _____ 1 ,..JI $~~ ~I ~, 

Yargins-~~ .. H 1~ Y~ 

~\~ ~~ ~.J~~ 

(~l.::....,) J ~ J 

.I1~ 

Obverse inner margin, in the 
spaces between the square area 
and the circular marginal line, 
in four detacbed divisions-

cr-:- "..' ~, ft.;· 
I The author mentions, incidentally, the distribution of a "sum of 3000 chit&la" 

among 80me rioters the night before the surrender. 
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A second similar coin (considerably oxydized) weighs 169 grains. 
There are several coins of this mintage now known. I have a dated 
specimen of the same year, 638, and two new specimens of :Bahram's 
silver currency are quoted in the lournal of the Asiatic Society of 
:Bengal, 1863, p. 35. 

No. 93. Silver and copper mixed. Weights, 54 and 56 grs. 
Pl. i. figs. 30 and 31. Very rare. 

Ohver86-~'~!\' ~~'.;-.. F~' ~tb1 •••• n 
.Rever8s-Horseman and ~\bLJ\ (possibly ~\l:::L c.r. ?). 

No. 94. Silver and copper. Weight, 54 grs. (Plate i., No. 32.) 
Horseman. Bull. 

m 1~ if'Vtl1!I ~ ~l' 
Sri HammzraA. Suriedt} Sri lfuqjaaln.1 

These coins, as an almost constant rule, have the figure ~=6 on 
the .Bull's housings. If there are any other numerals, contributing 
to 8 full date, elsewhere run into the device, I have as yet failed to 
discover them. 

No. 95. Silver and copper. Weight, 52 grs. 
(Variety of 32, plate i.) 

Horseman. :Bull. 

.... ~ 
lfu'tj. 

This coin is of coarser execution than the ordinary specimens of 
this series. It also varies materially in the forms of the letters; the 
• follows the ancient rendering of that vowel .3, a and the j adheres 
to the older shape of E. 

I In my previous readings I rendered this name as. ... "lSli(l' MUYlJlaa£n. I ... 
now see that the third letter is an ~ II j it is exceptional in its outline, but it 
accords"with some examples of the exceptional ~ .. on • Ali·nd-din Mas'aud's coin, 
No. 101, mJra. 

, Prinsep's Essays, pl xxxviii. xxxix., fifth and ninth centuries A.D.; and the 
i, fifth and seventh centuries A.D. 
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No. 96. Silver and copper. Weight, 55 grl. 

(Variety of No. 30, plate i.) 

New. 

Horseman. 

Abo"te which appears 

I\.:-~ 

~\ ... k'-..r..--.l1\ 

)--A-t ~~\ 

~~1,~~1 

EIGHTH KING (A.H. 639-644; A.D. 12,41-1246). 

The uncertainty of successions to Eastern thrones is pro
minently displayed in the present instance, in the elevation 
of two kings in one day. 'Izz-ud-din Balban, a son-in-law 
of Altamsh, supported by a faction, assumed the sovereignty 
immediately on the decease of Bahram; but, before night, 
he was supplanted by' Ala-ud-din Mas'aud, a son of Rukn-ud
din Flruz, upon whom the choice of the more influential 
nobles had fallen. 

SUMMARY OF THE REIGN OF 'Au-UD-Db' ilis' .U1D. 

A.H. 639. 8 Zi'lk'adah. Accession. 
" 640. Arrogance and assumption of the Vazir Mahzab-ud-dln, 

who is killed by the party of the Turki noblesse on 
the 2nd Jumada'l awwal, 640 A.H. 

" 641. lIinh8.j us Siraj, having resigned his office of 1,{Iizi, leaves 
Dehli on the 9th Rajab, on his two years' visit to the 
Court of Tugh8.n Khan at Lakhnauti. 'A.Ia-ud-dIn 
Mas'aiid, during these two years, extends and con
solidates hjs sway. The Sultan releases his uncles, 
(JalaI-ud-din and Nasir-ud-din), from confinement, 
and provides them with governments. 
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612. Shaww8.1. The troops of lajnagar appear beforn1l's _1 
Tamar KMn brings reinforcements. See p. 8. 

" 
14 Safar. The author returns to Dehli, and is reinstated 

in some of his old offices. 

" " 
Rajab. The lIughals, under lIanguti, attack Uchh. 
The Sultan advances ~crainst them, but they retire 
without fighting. 

" 644. The camp life and military associations are supposed. to 
have had a bad effect upon the Sultan's morals, and 
he takes to evil courses and uncontrolled cruelties; 
disorganization engendered in consequence. The chiefs 
and nobles invite N w-ud-din lIahmUd to occupy the 
throue. 

" " 
23rd lIuharram. The Sultan is imprisoned and dies. 

1 I Deed scarcely say that I totally discredit the re~orted invasion of Bengal 
by the troops of Changiz KhrLn, in 642 A.lL (Elliot's Historians, ii. 264-344; 
Dow's Hindustan (London, 17,0), i. p. 342; Briggs's Ferishtah, i. 231; 

Elphinstone's History of India, 377). The error, so largely adopted, seems 
to have arisen from the mistranscription of the on.,oinal text of Minhfl.j us Sir~j, 

where 4:J\:;...A has been substituted for A ~ in the leading passage-

.)JoMt ~i4J J~ ~~).;$ t~, ~}., ~Lt:...a J~ J.l J 
Stewart, in his history of Bengal (London, 1813, p. 62), had already pointed out 
that Ferishtah was.wrong, but he himself was mistaken in placing JdjnagQr in 
Orissa, instead of in Tipperah. The Persian text printed in Calcutta (po 199) 

frankly admits the variant of.A ~ in a foot-note. without venturing to cor

rect the obvious inaccuracy in the body of the text, which the tenor of the con

current events related at PIlo'"6 245 would fully have justified. (See also pp. 157, 
163, 243, and Ferishtah, Bombay lithographed edition of the Persian text, i. 122.) 
The author of the Tllrikh-i Mublt.rak 8Mh avoids the mistake by refraining from 
noticing the reported invasion. Nizm-ud-din A.hmsd, in his Tabaklt-i Akban, 
however, reproduces the error, and indulges in some speculations as to the route 
by which the Mnghals entered Bengal (MS. text). In this he is followed by 
Badaoni, who adopts his text almost unchanged (Calcutta text, p. 88). An 
amusing muddle, which the Calcutta editors might have avoided by a moderate 
exercise of critical acumen, also occurs in their making Changiz KhrLn fight the 
battIe of Parwu, north of KfLbnl, in the intra Gangetic town of Budaon 
(Calcutta text of Tabillt-i N8.siri, p. 348). See "also Dr. Lee's Ibn Batutah, 
O. Tr. Fund, 97. 
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'..4.1d-utl-a~n Ma,' aua Slid!. 
No. 97. Silver. Weight, 165'4 grs. Dehli. 

Square areas inclosed in circles. 

~L.~\ .. , E c ~ ~J\ ~t\, L 1\ 

. .~ ~. -",..1\ ",!\ .• -;!~\.l::J~I ~ 
,;.,,; J"o~,J 

t:.Jl 

1:)\ \, \ ... \l t:r. 
The marginal legends are the same on both faces. 

A:..., ~ ~J '-=-'~ ctLJI'aU ~~ 
N.B. The Xhalif ..4.1 Muatanai,. died in 640 A.ll. 

No. 98 (pI. i. fig. 33). Silver. Weight, 167'5 grs. Dehli, A.ll. 641. 

rL.~1 J. e c ~ 
Area 

~,~. -",,J, 
Similar to No. 10. 

c) - • rJ' 
Marginal legends auplicaterJ-~ L..:.., J r.:J!"!) ~ .,b.' I.:- • • • Y""'; 

No. 99 (pl. ii. fig. 34). Silver and copper. Weight, 50 grs. 

mver86-~~'J l::J~1 ~ F" 1:)\bLJ\ 
Rever86-0ver the Horseman, ,t!. J~ 

No. 100. Silver and copper mixed. Coarsely executed dies. 
Weight, 50 grs. (My cabinet.) 

The Bull or Siva. HonemaD, in togAra. 

Legend-

!f~ ~ ~T!mIf~. 
Legend-

mlRN 
Suritd1f Sri Aldwadin. Sri Skalifa. 

See also the coin of the KlialifYustansir, No. xxviii a, p. 52, IUpra. 
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~o. 101. Silver and copper mixed. Finely cut and well finished 

dies. Weight, 46 to 50 gra. 

Date, SamfJat, 1300=1243 A.D.=641 A..H. 

Bull. 

Legend as above. 

On the JkUl of the Bull q; on 

the hindquarter, ~ •• = ~OO. 

Horseman. 

Sri Hamirak. 

For engravings see Frinsep's Essays, pI. xxvi. fig. 33; J.A.S.B. vol. 
xxxiv. (1865), pl. xxxvii. fig. 23. 

A very remarkable outline is given to the initial ~ a, in the title of 
the Sultan, on these coins, the nearest approach to which. in modern 
type. would be represented by a combination of l{ pr, with a medial T 
prefixed to it, but shortened-up, so as to admit of the insertion of a dot 
at its foot, thns Jl' . A similar outline (usually without the dot) is 
retained on the coins of 'Ala.-ud-din Muhammad SMh (pI. iii. fig. 60). 
The earlier example of possibly the same letter, on the introductory 
Kabul silver series, adverted to in the note, p. 58, might be imitated in 

type by ~ or 11. These dates were first detected by Gen. Cunningham. 
At the outset I was inclined to question the determination, as I had met 
with a coin of 'Ala-ud-din's, belonging to l\Jajor Simpson, which gave 

three dots after the ~. but I now see that this apparent increase was 
due to the imperfect execution of the die. Besides which, the discovery 
of a similar system of dating in the Yikramaditya era on the coins of· 
Altamsh (p. 71) fully confirms the present system of interpretation. 

No. 102 (pI. ii. fig. 35).' Copper. Weight, 491 grs. 

Obtl6r86-~\'!' ~~ ~~') ~~\ lk F~' 

ReV6r8B-.rU "".--.. 

No. 103 (pI. ii. fig. 36). Silver and copper. Weight, 52 grs. 

Obtl6r8B-l.:)\bL ~ ~~ ~~, . 

RBfJ6r86-Rude figure of a horseman of the Narwar type. 

These coins partake of many of the characteristics of the unique 
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mintage of Xram ShB.h, which may be traced not only in the 
peculiar reverse, but in the general coarseness of the die manipula
tion and the eccentric forms of the Persian letters. 

No. 104 (pI. ii. fig. 37). Copper. Weight, 56 grs. 

ObVer86-L:)\kLJ\ .,)~ F~\ \.:JUJ....I\ 

Rever8e-Rude figure of a horseman. 

No. 105 (pI. ii. fig. 38). Copper and Silver. W~ight, 41 grs. 

06ver8e-Bull. ~C(if Alddi1l. 

NINTH KING (A.H. 644-664; A.D. 1246-1265). 

The annals of the major portion of the reign of "Nasir
ud-din Mabmud," the second son of Altamsh of that name, 

have been preserved in elaborate detail by his special bio
grapher, Minhaj us Siraj, whose history extends only to 
A.H. 658, though an occasional prayer for Mabmud's suc
cessor seems to show that the author survived his SQvereign.l 
With a temporary intermission, the affairs of the kingdom 
were guided throughout by the strOJlg will of the Vizir, 
BaM.-ud-di,n Balban, Ulugh Khan. It was, perhaps, as well 
for Nasir-ud-din that he had such support, for he 8eems, 
like the other sons of Altamsh, to have been but little 
fitted to dominate over his own turbulent nobles or to 
coerce the imperfectly conquered native races nominally 
subject to his sway. Though unassaiIed in repute, his tastes 
tended rather to an obscure and retired life. associated with 
the exercise of his penmanship, in the reproduction of ~ur8.ns, I 

1 The annals proper close with A.B. 658. Text, pp. 313, 323. Elliot, ii. pp. 
261, 359, 383. 

S Ibn Batutah, on his visit to DeWi, had an opportunity of admiring ODe of 
these specimens otroyal c:a.ligraphy.-French editiOD, iii. p. 169. 
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in which he excelled: a faculty which possibly had its in
fiuence on the execution and finish of the legends of his 

coinage, which display a remarkable advance upon the earlier 

mintages in the fineness of the lines and the improved de

finition of the Persian characters. 

SmmAll.Y OF THE EvENTs OF THE REIGN' OF NASIR-UD-DfN llimroD! 

A.H. 644. Accession (23rd Muharram). Exp~dition under Ulngh 
Khan into the Hills of J ud and JlIam. 

" 645. Capture of Nandana.1I The army advances to Karra; 

attacks upon ~ J ~,J. (See note, p. 66, ant,.) 

" 646. Ulugh Khan proceeds against Chahar Deva. Baha-ud
din Aibeg killed before Rantambhor (11th Zil hijjah). 

" 647. The Sultan gives his daughter in marriage to the son of 
Ulugh Kb.an. 

" 648. Izz-ud-din attempts to take Multan from Shlr Khan, the 
brother of Ulugh KMn. 

" 649. Izz-ud-din revolts at Nagor; he is ultimately captured by 
Shir Khan at Uchh. 

" " 25 Sha'Mn. The Sultan proceeds towards Mal wa. Chahar 
Deva defeated, and the Fort of Narwar taken (p. 67, 
ant,). llinhaj us Siraj appointed Kazi of the State. 

" 650. The Sultan proceeds towards U chh and Multan; intrigues 
commenced against Ulugh Khan. 

" 651. Ulugh Khan order~d to his estates in the Siwalik Hills 
and Hansi. The royal army proceeds against him, 
and ID.nsi is given to ShdAzaaak Rukn-ud-din. Ulugh 
Khan establishes his head-quarters at Nagor, and 
carries on the war against Chahar Deva. SMr Khan 
crosses the Indus. 

1 Tabakat..i-Nbiri, text; and Elliot's Historians, ii. pp. 345, et leg; 365, et "'1' 
I Gen. Cunningham identifies this place with Deo-ka1i, or the Na-po-ti-po

kin-lo of Huen Tsang, i.e. NatJfI cleffl kula, close to Rfljgir, the fort of Alba and 
Udal, about 4 miles S.E. of Kanauj. 
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A.lI. 652. Operations'in SirmUr and Finjor, passage of the lumna and 
the Ganges (at lIiyapUr), and march along the foot 
of the hills to the Ramgunga, and on to Dadaon. 
Confederacy of nobles in support of Ulugh Khan. 
lIanoouvering of the armies in Sirhind; peaco made. 

" 653. The Sultan distrusts his own mother, who was married to 
Kutlugh Khan. Minhaj us Sir6.j again appointed 
Karl of the kingdom. Kutlugh Khan revolts, but is 
obliged to retreat before IDugh Khan to Kalinjar. 

" 654. Operations against Kutlugh Khan continued. 
" 655. Izz-ud-dln Dalban revolts. Kutlugh Khan join. him 

near Samana; they march to Dehli in the absence of 
the royal army, but are unable to hold their ground. 

" 656. The Sultan proceeds against the Mugbals, who had entered 
Mult8.n, but returns to Dehli without an encounter. 

" 657. The main army marches southward; repose and quiet in 
the capital. Tribute received from Izz-ud·d{n Dalban 
Uzbek in charge of Lakhnautt 

" 658. Ulugh Khan is sent to coerce the Mews.tis; operations 
against MaIkd, chief of certain turbulent Hindus, near 
the capital. Ambassadors arrive at Dehli from HUIaku 
Mughal. 

" 664. (11 JumSd'al awwal.)l Nasir-ud-clin MahmUd dies. 

Naair-uil-din Mq,hmurl. 

No. 106 (pI. ii. fig. 89; and Marsden, No. DCUV). 

Silver. Highest weight 168'8 grs. 25 specimens (4 specimens 
average 168'2 grs. and numerous coins touch 168 grs.) DEllLI. 
Dates observed, 654' .loll., 655, 656, 657, 658, 660, 662, 663, 
664. 

1 Zi~ 1Iarni, Penian text, Calcutta edition, p. 25; Tarikh lIublLrak Shfl.hi 
lIS. [length of reign given 88 19 years, 3 months, 16 daya]; lIadaoni, Calcutta 
text, p. 94; Ferishtah, Briggs, i. 246. 

I The italic figures indicate the date of 1M ptaticular coin described in the text 
and figured in the plate. 
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'"'~ foI\ j.\ 
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l[argins-~ J ~)\ k..., ~ ~'"' L:.)~; ,.;pj\ i~ Y ~ 

kl..:.... " J 

N.B.-Some of the coins retain the old term Bilek", cc coin," in 

lieu of the Al Piuat, "silver." The early coins use the affiliative 

cr., the later ones cr.' . 

No. 107 (pl. ii. fig. 40). Silver and Copper. Weight, 51 grs. 

ObversB-cr.:~\ , ~~\.J"'U ~~\ I,;)U:L.J\ 

R {
In front of the Horseman, 'lft~: Sri Hammlra~. 

ever8~- • 
Above the Horseman, '"'~. 

In the year 1854, a large hoard of these coins was discovered at 

Hansi. I availed myself of the opportunity to have twelve of them 

( '584 grs.) assayed by the usual native process of blowing-off the 

copper with lead. The result arrived at gave a total of 149 grains 

of siker, or an average of 12'4166 grains ofsilver per coin. 

No. 108 (pI. ii. fig. 41). Copper? Weight, 54 grs. 

Obver8B-As above. 

Rever8B-The Narwar type of Horseman. 
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No. 109. Silver and copper. Minute coin. Weight, 12 grs. 

OBVE1l8B. REVEBSB. 

I have detached the subjoined coin from the ordinary suite 

of the mintages of Nasir-ud-din Mahmud, because I am not 

quite certain about the finality of its attribution: it will be 

seen to differ from the ordinary pieces of Mahmud in the more 

ample legend, the general style of the Persian characters, and 

in the adherence to the old practice of filling in one entire sur

face with the king's name and titles, as in the coins of Riziah 

(pI. i. fig. 27, pI. vi. fig. 1), an arrangement which, in the 

metropolitan series, had for some time past given place to the 

insertion of duplicate marginal legends on either surfac~ of 

the piece. This peculiarity may prove to be a mere indica

tion of its issue from the Lakhnautf mint, where the earlier 

coins of Riziah are now proved to have been struck; more

over, as bearing upon this point, it may be noted that the 

introductory coins of the local kings of Bengal (pI. vi. fig. 2, 

etc.), though they do not implicitly follow this older model, 

yet in no case do they display the duplicate marginal legends 

adopted in the northern capital. If these coins, then, are to 

be accepted as the produce of Bengal dies, the additional 

matter inserted after the Sultan's name may be expected to 

allude to some imperial intervention in the affairs of the 

southern province; or we may possibly have to seek for the 

name of the local Viceroy in the illegible portion of the 
obverse now engraved. 
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No. 110. Silver. A.lI •• 5. (650 odd ?). UnigU8. Museum of the 

Asiatic Society of Bengal. 

rL.~\ ¥ ..} 

~\ r4 -· ... J \ 

~.r-J\ 
Margin-

.. ~ .. 

~ ~\ ~} t, \ ... 1\ 

~, ~~\, ~~'r\.i 

~\hLJ\ cd. ,",~.fo\ 

K. Inscription of Nasir-UtI-din MahmUcl, engraved over the door

way of the Minaret l at Allygurh, dated loth Rajah, A.H. 652. 

t"~' YU.J ~L. F~' ~\hLJ\ m...... ~ t} ~~\ l~ 

~U\ ~\hL C1!.~\ J ~~\..r'\.i 

t} ri lSJ\ ~"-"~~~ ~}J~~~\ jlbJ ~L.~\~,j 

tti~ J ~ .ill\ ~ ~\hW\ cd. '"'~ .fo-J\ ~, ~~\ cl. 

d~ <.!.Sl. ~~\ J vJ\~ ~~ ~\~\ ~~\ cl.J\ 

~ ~~\ .u\:.... ..r-~ .u~\ r~' ~ ~\ cr.4 ~\ , J.r!.H 

~~J~~\k...a~.J 
1 It is with much regret that I leam that this ancient monument has been 

wantonly destroyed. With a feeling akin to shame, I have to add, that this was 
the deliberate act qf my fellow· countrymen, the English officials in charge of the 
district in 1861. 
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It may seem to savour of the credulous antiquary it I con
fess to the belief that this interesting memorial rep~ the 
hand-writing of H. M. Nasir-ud-din himself. I do not affirm 
that he either outlined the characters on the stone, or even 
wrote out the full-size working copy; but I am under the 
impression that he indulged his favourite taste in designing 
both the matter and the manner of this record,-from the 
supreme monarch alone could have come such free laudation of 
the Viz!r, in a document bearing their names in close juxta
position. Many of the titles, from ~utlugh Khan onwards, 
had, we know, already been bestowed by the amiable king 
upon his prime minister, the efi'ecti va guardian of his king
dom. Balban, all powerful as he was, would scarcely, in the 

presence of his sovereign, have called himself ~I.JJ' ~ and 
Malik of Mallks of the East and China; and equally, at this 
time, might have desired to avoid the confession of his own 
quondam purchase by Shams-ud .. dfn Altamsh. It must have 
been a relief to the King to be emancipated from the dull 
routine of copying ~urans, and to be called upon to com
pose an original document which should give free scope to 

his practised penmanship. The writing, as preserved on the 
stone, is obviously peculiar, departing notably from the ordi
nary Kufic and Arabic characters employed by his predeces
sors at Dehli, and bearing traces of an individually developed 
style, accustomed to indulge in vagaries of caligraphy, which 
might not have been admitted in a more rigid school But 
in estimating the real merits of the autograph of this regal 
penman, by the document before us, we must make the double 
allowance of the possible crudity of the stonemason's work, 
and the obvious imperfection of the cloth impression from 
which the above Dallastype is reproduced. 
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TLWH KING (A.H. 664-686; A.D. 1265-1287). 

Yahmud leaving no male issue, the facile· succession of his 
powerful viZir followed almost of course. Balban'~_ advent to 

th~ im~_~!!e _~ks ~_ e~j~~ th~ P.Q.~R~_history 
o{ifuh~ India, in his attempt to destroy the influence 

of the TUrIrl -~obieS~ who -had fo~~ -a ~rl or ill:ce~ented 
~- _ ... -.'-'~. ~.......~. - .~,,-....,.. .. ~..... _ ..... ~ .... -- - -
~~ ~~~y,_ ~~bracing_ f9rtr_'?!.!l:t~ ~y~ of ~~~_s)1.tl 
~~<! ~E-. ~ J>!:o~en.c!3 .~~g ~~w~ __ ~v:e~ment8 of 
his successors. In effect, once a slave, now a king, the :first 

uSe oi"b1. power was to endeavour to root out the very race 

of TUrn bondmen among whom he himself had lately been 

numbered. In his own altered circumstances, legitimacy 

was to become paramount. The inalienable succession of his 
own heirs was now to be secured. The contingency under 

which he had risen was, for the future, to be rendered im
possible. To this ~d blood was not spared; and in this 

spirit the lives of his own near relations were sacrificed with 
but little compunction. Further to secure his position, he 

organized a searching and all-pervading system of espi2!tage; 

and having brought his armv to the highest state of efficiency, ........ 
seems, under the same inspiration, to have determined not to 
venture far away from his capital. 

Instructive accounts have been preserved of the insecurity 

of the metropolis at the time of his accession, caused by the 

chnDg-~f th;M~~,ii;:;h;p;ne"t~t~~rinio the streets alm~st 
at will, so that u the western gates of the city had to be 

shut at afternoon prayer." Balban adopted vigorous and 

1 (~'-9~ ~~ y~n Zif& Bami, text, p.26. 
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effective measures against these plunderers, and, for the mo
ment, so to say, exterminated the race. About this period, 
the disorganization of the neighbouring kingdom., consequent 
upon the destructive inroads of the Mughals, drove illustrious 
men of varied nationalities to seek refuge in India. There, 
under a warmer sun, were assembled all the brightest orna
ments of the Asiatic world, and, among them, no les8 than 
fifteen .sovereign princes. So that, for a time, the old Hindu 
capital became the centre of Muhammadan civilization; and 
Dehli, imitating the viceregal court of Multan, shone with a 
splendoU1' but little anticipated for it by its Muslim. occupiers 
of a few short years before. 

The unsparing rigour of the Emperor secured his supre
macy almost unquestioned throughout his long reign, with 
the exception of the serious revolt of Tughral, the governor 
of Bengal (No. 15, page 8), who assumed the style and titles 
of an independent king, and succeeded in defeating two 
several armies sent to subdue him. At length the Sultan 
proceeded against him in person, and one of his com
manders coming upon the forces of the rebels somewhat 
unexpectedly, in a dashing spirit of chivalry, though at the 
head of only forty troopers, entered their camp at headlong 
speed, and. struck panic into his adversaries by his very rash
ness. In the precipitate flight which ensued, Tughral was 
captured and slain, and the recovered kingdom of Dengal 
was placed under the charge of Nasir-ud-dln Bughra Kluin, 
t~e second son of the Sultan, by whom he was, at the same 
time, invested with many of the insignia of royalty. Dalban's 
loss of his cherished son and heir, Muhammad, the governor 
of Multan, who fell in the hour of ~ictoryJ fighting against 
the enemies of his race, the Mughals (A..a 684), hastened the 
end for which, at the age of eighty, nature must already 
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have prepared the way; and the Emperor, in the language of 

his people, took the road to another world. 

It will be seen that my sketch of this long and important reign 
deals with generalities alone, and is altogether deficient in the annals 
outlined on previous occasions: an explanation of this reserve is to 
be found in the change of the guiding historical authority. The 
loss of lIinMj us Siraj, who was an eye-witness to many of the 
facts he relates, a participator in many of the public events he 
chronicles, and a candid and conscientious narrator, is ill supplied 
by Zia-ud-din Bami, a writer of little merit,] wanting in arrange
ment, time-serving in his representation of incidents; and, as regards 
this particular section of his biographies, a mere hearsay compiler 
of crude tradition nearly a century after date. I 

1 This is no new discovery of mine. r denouuced our author in no limited 

terms in 1846 (Initial Coinage of Bengal, 1.R.A.S., N.S., ii. p. 180); and as an 
immediate test, I may add that of tlu two exceptional dates given in the entire 
twenty years of Balban's domination, Oft, is manifestly wrong. See also Colonel 
Lees's notice of this author, 1.R.A.S., N.S., iii. p. 441; and Sir H. Elliot's and 
Prof. Dowson's remarks on the sante subject, Elliot's Historians, iii. 93. 

I Zia-ud-dia Bami, in his Thikh-i F1rUz Shab, gives the following acconut 

of his own work :- , • "I deemed it advisable to exclude from this history every

thing which is included in the Tabakat-i NfIsiri, , •. and to confine myself to 
the history of the later kings of Dehli. • •• It is ninety-five years since the 
Taballt-i NWDri, and during that time eight kings have sat upon the throne of 
Dehli. Three other persons, rightly or wrongfully, occupied the throne for three 
or four months each; but in this history I have recorded only the reigns of eight 
kings, beginning with Sultan. GMb-ud-din Balban, who appears in the Tabakat-i 
Nfisiri nuder the name of ffingh Khfl.n. 

First. Sultan Ghlb-ud-din Balban, who reigned 20 years. 
Secon~ Sultfl.n Mu'izz-ud-din Kaiknbad, son of Sultfl.n Balban, who reigned 

3 years. 

Third. Sultfl.n I alaI-ud-din Fir6.1 Khilji, who reigned 7 years. 
Fourth. Sultfl.n' Ala-ud-din Khilji, who reigned 20 years. 
Fifth. Sultfl.n Kutb-ud-din, son of Sultan 'Ala-ud-din, who reigned 4 years 

and 4 days. 

Sixth. Sultfln Ghif1s-ud-din TnghlalH who reigned 4 years and a few months. 
Seventh. Sultfl.n M.uhammad, the son of Tng~ Shah, who reigned 20 years. 
Eighth. Sultfl.n Firuz Shfl.h, tlu present king, who may God preserve. 

r have not taken any notice of three kings, who reigned only three or four 
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The numismatic illustration of this period is likewise less diver
sified, the long repose of MahmUd's reign allowed the mint arrange
ments to settle themselves into a hed system, and the public money 
accordingly ~sumed a more permanent form, unenlivened by com
memorative medals or new adaptations of local currencies. Dalban'. 
rule is, however, identified with the first appearance ot a gold.coin .. 
age following the ordinary silver models already in circulation. 

GM-da tul·dzn .BallJa'll. 
No. 111. (Marsden, Doxev.). 

Golrl. Weight, 163 grs. Veryrare. Col. Guthrie. DERLI, A..B:. 680. 

(' \ .. ~\ 
r.' ~"",J' 
~.r-.l\ 

Circular Areas. 

~t h \. n 
Marlin-&.:.~ J ~W ~ ~ ~iJ c.:.J~ ILJ\ .~ Y""'; 

No. 112 (pl. ii. fig 42). 

Silver. IDgbest weigbt, 167'5 grs. (Five specimeus average 
167'3 grs.). DE1IIJ. Dates observed, A..B:. 664, 665, 666, 667, 
668, 669, 673, 674, 678. 

mouths. I have written in this book, which I have named Tfuikh-i Fir11z ShAh, 
whatever I have Been during the six years of the reign of the present king, FCrdz 
8Mh; and after this, if God spares myllie, I hope to give an account of aubse
quent occurrences in the concluding part of this Tolume."-Elliot'. RistorianI 
iii. p. 93. 
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Areas as usual in the current silver coins, consisting of a double 
lined square within circular marginal lines. 

Margins as in the gold coinllz,<P6, with the exception of the term 

Al JA'!!flt, which replaces the .AI Silc1a. 

An innovation is to be noticed in the coinage of Balban, in 
the rejection of the words /i 'aM, "in the time 01," "under 
the auspices of," hitherto prefixed to the name of the Khalif 
on the medals of his predecessors. The last Abbasside Khalif, 
Yust'a~im, was put to death in 656 A.H. by the Mughal 
conqueror of Baghdad, HUllli Khan. It has been the sub
ject of remark, as exhibiting an apparent inconsistency, that 
BaJ.~ and other monarchs shotUd have continued to quote 
the name of this prominent martyr of their faith long subse
quent to his decease; its retention, however, may be con
sidered as appropriate, as it was clearly intentional; for, 
pending the appearance of an acknowledged successor to the 
throne of Muhammad, no course could have been less open 
to objection than a continuation of this simple record of the 
last who had borne the mantle of the Prophet. 

No. 113 (pI. ii. fig. 43). Copper, or silver and copper? 
Weight, 47l grs. Common. 

O~~W88-~,~n J ~~\ ~~ Fl\ l:)\kW\ 

.LI.lIflwlle c:r.-! D_ { Centre-. ,. Balhan. 
Margin-1ft: ~i 1Il1l! c(Y Sri Snltan Gyasu din. 

No. 114 (pI. ii. fig 44). Copper. Weight, 6'1 grs. Common • 

OOOW8I-FJ\ l:)\bW\ 
• 

llevW8e-&.:J!ol!\, ~ol!'. ~~ 

No. 115 (pI. ii. fig. 45). Silver and copper. Weight, 26 grs. Rare. 

Ob~W8e-.J~ J.).C 
116f)m'-~,J ~~ 
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L. Inscription of Bal~an, A..R. 682=A..D. 1283. 

The single Persian inscription of Balban hitherto discovered 
is engraved on the walls of the Jam'i Musjid at Gurmuktisar, 
in the Mirat district (lat. 280 46', long. 780 10').1 It is to 

the following effect:-

¥t.tal!a F~I ~tkL. •. H ~I ~ ..; i;l.~H M~ ~ 

;.-t' r U ~lhWl ~~, j.l ~~1 J ~.ll' ~~ ~I 

,"r ~~ J ~W J ~\ 4.:- • ••• ~rl\ 
But the most important record for the illustration and due 

lassignment of the preliminary adaptive issues of the Pathan 

dynasty is furnished by an inscrip~ion at Paiam, in the Dehli 
territory, engraved during the reign of Balban, under the au

spices of U~ar, the son of Haripal, and dated in Samvat 1333. 

This epigraph reproduces the Muhammadan names of nine of 

the leading monarchs of the race, in Devanagari characters. 

The inscription is historically unimportant, but it is curious 

in the preservation of the local nomenclature of the several 

kings, and the casual application of Indian titles of honour, 

ending with the .Amir, assigned to the reigning Sultan.' A 
full transcript and a translation of this inscription (in Urdu) 

were published by Syud Ahmad Khan in 1854, but as I was 
not. quite satisfied with its data and details, I availed my
self of the ajsistance of Ramsurn das, the then Deputy
Collector of Dehli, who was so obliging as to secure for 
me a new and more exact version. This recension differed 

1 This legend was copied for me, many years ago, by Synd .Ahmad Khan. 
a This is an item of lOme importance in the discussion of the conect determina

tion of the applicability of the title of .AmIr, on the early DeMiwdlu, to the 
reigning sovereign, to which I have adverted at p. ta. 
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materially from the text given jn the .A8ar U8 Sunadeed, as 

may be seen from a comparison of the orthography of the 

names .now given. I have unfortunately lost the revised 
document itself, b-g.t I had copied all that was of immediate 

value into my note-book, from which I extracted the names 

already published at p. 331, vol. ii. of my edition of Prinsep's 
Essays (1858). I am the more particular in stating these 
facts, as I regret to learn from Gen. Cunningham that he 

had made many inquiries for the inscription on thll two 
different occasions of his later visits to Dehli, II but that it 

could not be found, and was supposed to have disappeared 

in the Mutiny." 

Y. Inscription of Utar (~ son of Haripfil (tm~) originally 

recorded on the Raoli at PaIam (Lat. 28° 35', Long. 77° 8') in the 

Dehli territory, dated Sa.wan badi 13 (~ q~~~) Samvat 
1333 = 1276 A.D., A.R. 675 • • 

1. t{cIS~lif $ahdbuddln.. 

2. '"~~1i1 Kutabuddtn. With the title of~: BkUpdlak. 

3. 1tll t! {l if $amfUddtn.. 

4. qusnlft Pkero$ $kdk with the title of 'if~CI1lfillifif Ba-

hkUva BkUmi Patio 

5. QI,~1if Jaldluddln. (Riztak). 

6. 1ft~ Maujadln., title 1JlI: Nripak. 

1. iI(!I19~1 if Aldvudtn., title "niT Nripati. 

8. iU:l1\(\iI Nas(ruddln., title ~l"s( Pritkvldra. 

9. ., q I ij Vif Gydsadln., title '!l1 cci\ ( Sri Hamm{ra. 

Mu'izz-ud-din Muhammad bin Sam is here called by the 
title he bore as commander in his early campaigns-both the 

brothers, Shams-ud-din, the 8enior, and Shahab-ud-din him
self, adopted new titular designations on the elevation of 
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Shams-ud-din Muhammad bin Bam (afterwards Ghias-ud .. 

din) to the throne of Ghaznf.' 
It will be seen that Aram Shah, the third king of the 

ordinary lists, is not allowed .& place in this summary. RizIah 
is designated by her title of Jaldl-ud-din, and neither her 

ordinary llame nor her second title of ~..\1' ~.J which ap.o 
pears on her Persian copper coinage (Nos. 28, 29, pL i.), 
are alluded to. 
~ Nrt'pati, "king," is the title applied to the great 

Mahmud of Ghazni on his MahmudpUr (Lahore) coins pre

viously noticed.· 

ELEVENTH KING (A..H. 686-689; A..D. 1287-1290). 

Once again the frequent tale of a dissipated king, with • 
virtually ruling ministers, has to be told; varied only in the 
present instance in the extreme lehgths to which the monarch 
carried his debaucheries, and his escape from the toils of one 
vizir only to fall under the subjection of a second, who event
ually usurped his crown. We have seen that Balban's sur .. 
viving son, Nasir-ud-din Mahmud, Bughra Khdn, had already 
been installed in the kingdom of Bengal, which he seems to 
have been unwilling to quit, even for the higher honours of 

~.J.,)~J."-Rt~ ~.ll\~ ~rL cr. ~~ ... 1a\ d)' ~ I 

~~ cJ..,.J ~}~\p,. .l..r r. L:J";-- o1lo1l'~ ~.l1'y~ 

~ ~jJ\)w ~ ~).,)~ J ~ c.r.:.ll\ ~~ L:J~ ~ 

Rozat us Sara. ~.,)1.,) 
I P. 48, ruprd. 
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the imperial succession.l The Sultan had, therefore, provided 
that Kai Khusru, the son of his first-born" martyred" heir, 
should fill the throne of Dehli; but the party in power at the 
capital secured the immediate elevation of Mu'izz-ud-din 
KaikubM, the son of Bughra Khan. The youth is described 
as of an amiable disposition, and as having been brought up 
with such extreme strictness, that the liberty and licence 
of his new position proved too much for his self-control. 
Licentiousness was readily infectious at an Oriental Court, 
and the new monarch found no want of panders and com
panions in his orgies. 

The government was soon surrendered to the deputy, 
Nizam-ud-din, one of whose earliest acts was the disposal of 
Kai Khusru, as a preliminary to clearing the way for his own 
designs on royalty. The Nau Muslim (converted) Mughals, 
who had settled at Dehli, and who formed an important ele

I!'-ent in the body politic, were next assailed and massacred in 
detail, and few nobles felt themselves safe from the machina
tions of this all-powerful minister; reports of his designs 
even reached the Sulta.n's ears, only to be discredited and 
disregarded. But the most subtle scheme, for the further~ce 
of his own aims, conceived by Nizam-ud-din, was the sowing 
distrust between the father and the son, and persuading the 
latter to advance in force towards Bengal.1 The armies came 

I Ealban had been urgent in pointing out to him how much more importance, 
in a political sense, attached to the pOJ!sessioo of the northern capital-which in 
tbe limited experiences of those days seemed for ever designed to remain as the 
central stronghold of India. He added,' in the same spirit, that "whoever held 
Bengal must needs be subject to the ruling power at Dehli." -Zia Barni. 
Elliot's Historians, iii. p. 123. 

2 "When Bughra Khan heard that his son • • • psid no heed to his'letters, 
he resolved to go and see bim, and wrote him a letter announcing his intention ••• 
This letter awakened the Sultan's affection ••• and several letters passed •••• 
It was at length arranged that the !3ultan would go to Oudh, and that his father 
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in sight of each other near Oude, and encamped on either 
bank of the SaIj II ; after certain preliminary peaceful 
advances, Bughra Khan sent his second son, Kai Kalls, to 
pay the introductory visit to his brother; this was responded 
to by Kaikubad sending over his own infant son, Kaiumoufs, 
to be presented to his grandfather. This, again, led to the 
old king trusting himself frankly within the limits of-his 
son's camp; 1I.nd at the public Durbar, held on the occa.sion, 
natural affections so asserted their sway, in defiance of the 
pompous restrictions and ceremonials of Oriental Courts, that 
reconciliation was at once complete, and the two monarchs 
vied with each other in the endeavour to surrender the place 
of honour.l The meeting, however, scarcely changed the poli
tical position of either party. Bughra. Kha.n was permitted 
to return undisturbed to Bengal, whose local throne was filled 

should come from Lakhnautf and meet him on the banb of the 8ar4. The 
Sult6.n's intention was to proceed privately Uaridah) to the Bar6, but bi8 minister 
opposed this, • • • observing that 'the journey was long, and that he ought to 
travel in state with an army •••• Old writers had said that in pursuit of dominion 
fathers will slay their BOns, and SOoB their fathers. Ambition for rule .ti1l.ea both 
paternal and filial affection. • •• The 8ult6.n'a father had struck eoins. and caused 
the Uutha to be read in bi8 name,-besides, he was the rightful heir to the 
kingdom, and who could foresee what would happen at the internew. The Sult6.n 
ought to proceed with his army in all state and grandeur. , •• The Raia and 
Rft.nas would then come to pay their respects; but if he travelled with haste, all 
reverence for the kingly office would be lost.' • • , His advice was taken by the 
8ultfln, and he directed bi8 army and travelling equipage to be prepared." -Zi~ 
Bami. Elliot'. Historians, iii. p. 130. 

1 This remarkable interview bas been made the subject of a poem, in .,000 
conplets, entitled the" Kir6.n UB S'adain," by the celebrated Yamin.ud-din, AMI 
Hasan, .Limit' Khuaril IJehltwi, which wall composed under the auspices of Kai· 
kubft.d himself in AJL 688. Those who are disinclined to encounter the tedious 
efforts and dull repetitions of Persian poetry may consult with advantage an 
exhaustive review and analysis of this work, by Professor E. B. Cowell, in the 
lourna1.Aa. SoC. Bengal for 1860, pp. 226-239. The date of the effectiye &tart 

of Mu'izz-ud-din, from Dehli, on his march southward, is calculated by Professor 
Cowell to have been .RaW III tlWtDal, .a..lL 686, p. 230, 
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by his family after him. for two generations, while the empire 

of Dehli speedily passed into the hancls of an alien race. 
But little remains to be said about Kaikubad's reign. On 

his return to his capital the objectionable vizir was quietly 

poisoned, and his place supplied by JalaI-ud-dinKMlii, gover

nor of Samana. The Sultan having now become paralysed, 

his son, of tender years, was placed on the throne, under the 

title of Shams-ud-din, and the old Balbani TUrks rallied round 

him. in the hope of saving -the kingdom from the power of 

the KhilJis ; but their measures to that end were of little effect, 

for JalaI-ud-din having got possession of the persou of the 

young prince, sent one of his followers to put an end to \he 

dying Sultan, whose body was ignominiously cast into the 
Jumna.1 

No. 116 (pl. ii. fig. 46; Marsden, DCXcvm). 

S,11ler. Weight, 168 grs. Average weight of 5 coins, 164·2 grs. 

DEHLL Dates, 6d71..ll". and 688 A..H. 

r''---...... ~, 
r' ~.-"'J, 
~.,-J\ 

Margin8-

r 1.; ell ~\kl...J' 

~ '\".--ro;z.h -..I.' ....... n 

~l..:,.., J ~W, ~ L ~~,J ~~ i --:qJ\ I~ Y..ri 

1 The Tfuikh Mubara'k Shill gives the date of this event as the 19th Muharram 

.lolL 689, Kaikubful'a accession having taken place in A.H. 686, and not, as er

roneously stated by Zifl. Barni, in 685. As this is the 8ing16 date given iD. the 

entire reign, it might have been hoped that it should be rightly given.-Elliot's 

Historians, iii. 126. 
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No. 117 (pt ii. fig. 47). Silver and copper • Weight, 54 gra. 

ObVW81-~~'J ~~,~ ~~, C)\bl.. •• n 
{
.JW KaUuMtl. 

RevW86 ~ ~t 1jSro' S,.I Sulld" Mu-!iutl1n. 

The old initial (onn o( the letter ~ lit remarkable. 

No. 118 (Pt ii.1ig. 48). Copper. Weight, 51 p. 

ObVW88-~j\ C)\bW\ 
RevW8e-~~\ J ~~,~ 

No. 119 (pt ii. fig. 49). Silver and copper, or copper? 
Weight, 59 grs. 

J~ 

, 
TwELFl'H Rum (A.H. 689-695; A.D. 1290-1295). 

• JalaI-ud-dln FlrUz having accomplished the revolution 
which transferred the imperial throne from the TUrks to the 
Khiljis,l proceeded with considerable caution in the consolida.
tion of his own power. Among other prudent measures, he 
retained the young prince Kaiumours as the 9stensible Sultan 
for more than three months, and succeeded in inducing Malik 

1 Zifl Barni professes to speak of the events of this reign as coming under his 
own personal observation (text, p. 176), and yet his opening date Cor the accession 
of Jalru-ud-din Fin1z, i.e. 688 A.B., has to be corrected into 689 A.Bo on the 
authority of Mir Khusru. The Tarikh Mubflrak 5Mbi concura in this latter 
date. Nizam-ud-din Ahmad retains the 688, but Budaoni corrects his own nr

sion of the date into 689 (ten, p. 166). Ferishtah has 681 A.B. (Brim i. 
283. Bombay text, i. 164.) 
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-Chhaju, the nephew ot Batban, to leave the capital and pro
ceed to his fief at Karra; and, as he distrusted the good-will 
ot the people of Dehli, he removed his ~urt to the site of the 
new town of Kilughari, on the Jumna, which had already 
been partially occupied by Kaikuba.d.1 

In the second year of Fir6.z's reign, Malik Chhaju broke 
out into open revolt, and, aided by the old Tnrki party and 
numerous contingents of Hindustani troops, advanced to

wards the capital.' The Sultan, on the other hand, was 
warmly seconded by his Khilj£ adherents, and his disciplined 

warriors easily defeated the indigenous levies i he then en
deavoured to gain over the captive nobles by clemency and 
conciliation, even Chhaju himself was spared. In reply to 
the expostulations of his courtiers, he attempted to justify . . 
this unwise leniency by his unwillingness to shed Muslim 
blood, and the hope that he might thus convert enemies into 
friends. The single instance in which retributive justice was 
allowed to run its course was infelicitous, as the individual 
who was sacrificed chanced to be a pious Darwe8k, Sidi Maula. 

1 The exact site or K116ghari was S.E. of Hum6.y6n's Tomb and N. by W. of 
Khizr6.bad, which latter positions are duly marked in the plan of Dehli which 
illustrates this work. In 1808 the Jumna had materially changed its old bed, 
which lay much to the westward of the course here indicated. following a bend 
in~ds, which left Kilughan on a bold promontory.-Journal Archmological 
Society of Dehli, A.D. 1863, p. 62. Cunningham's Report, 1862-3, p. 38. 

Z Malik Chhaju is stated to have.aft'ected all the honours of kingship under the 
title of M ughrs-ud-diu. 

~W J.J J .Jj y\b;.. c;~~' ~ C;\bL ~.J~ ~ de J 

ZUiBarni. ~l;~.J~ r~ ~ ~\::-J~ 
The striking of coin is likewise lipecmed in a subsequent passage. 

J ~~'.t>- " ~ ~\::-J~').J bt. ~~ ~ ~f;"" cl. , 
p. 184. ~~ J\ r~ tL, 
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by name, whom certain conspirators had designed to place 
upon the throne. 

'AIa.-ud-dln, the nephew and son-in-law of the Sultan, 
who had been entrusted with the districts of Karra, etc., on 
the defeat of Chhaju, found himself' on reaching his govern
ment within much of the pernicious influence of the hostile 
Turki adherents of his predecessor, and listening to their 
persuasions, he seems to have commenced the series of his 
most successful campaigns against the Hindu kingdoms of 
the south, mainly with a view to the acquisition of sufficient 
wealth, by plunder, to enable him to equip such a force _as 
should completely ove!I!ID!er the royal army. Eventually, ---- -..... ------... ......,. . ..., ----.-...... ,,~.~ '"' ' 
however, deceit was preferred to overt insurrection; and the 
Sultan having been deluded into visiting 'AIa.-ud-dln in his 
camp, at Karra, was assas~inated while clasping the hand of 
his treacherous nel?hew.1 

Jaldl-utl-tlin Firuz SlidA. 

No. 120. Gold. Weight, 167 grs. Unique. B.Y. 

This is a most crude and ill-executed piece, which, though bear
ing the name of Dehli on the margin, has every appearance of being 
the produce of dies prepared in' Ala-ud-d!n's southern camp, with 
a view to the ready conversion of plunder into coin. The legends 
imitate, in their tenor, the conventional epigraphs of the silver coin
age, but the characters are badly formed and at times unintelligible. 
This is particularly the case with the marginal legend, where the 
word 4!..a has to be taken for granted, and the date appears as 
~l.:..., ~W, 6S0 A..R., which is clearly an error. The gold of 
which the piece is composed is unrefined and unequally wrought. 

1 Among the casual incidents mentioned by Zi~ Barni as occmring during thil 
reign, may be noted the famine after the death of Sidi Maula, when wheat rose to 
the price of a" jital per air j" the Sultw's expedition in pers()U to Rantambhor 
in 689 A.H.; the inroad of the Mughala in 691 A.ll.; the BtJtw', JIWCh to 
Gwalior in 695 A.B. 
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No. 121 (pl ii. fig. 50). S.1'08f'. Weight, 168 grs. DEHLI. Dates 
observed, A..B:. 689, 690, 691., 692, 693, 694, 695. 

Small square area, with broad 
margin. 

rL-.~\ 

~.",J\ 

Margin-

Square area, occupying the 
entire surface of the coin. 

r \:, c~\ ~\Y..Jl 

~~~ ~~\ Jll::
~\.!a' • 0 I:. ... 1\ , 

.JJ~.r- Yo 

(,:), k ... It 

It!t..:.., ,~ J &.!~, t.:-J ~ J;a~ ~ U\ 8.ilb Y.ri 

No. 122 (pl. ii. fig. 51). Silver and Copper. Weight, 52 grs. 

OOOW81-~~\ J ~~\ J1:::- F~\ (,:}\kW\ 

f 
Centre, ~L:a )J.;::J 

Revw8e 
M~gin, ~ ~ :at~lidi(l ~r£ Sultan Jaldluain. 

No. 123 (pl ii. fig. 52). Copper. Weight, 67 grs. 

Ob'Ow8B-F1\ L:J\kW\ 

.Rsver88-~~\J ~~\ Jll::-

No. 124 (pl. ii. fig. 53). Silver and Copper. Weight, 29 grs. 

ObVW8B-A!, j)~ J ~ 
.RsVW8B-~~ ~~ 

10 
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THE CONTEMPORA.RY COINAGE OF BENGAL. 

We now reach a period in the numismatic history of India. 
when Bengal had arrived at the honours of a national coinage. 
The tangible produce of its mints henceforth runs in a pa.ra.llel 
series with the Imperial issues, and continues to have a.n 
illustrati ve bearing upon the Chronicles of the SulUms of 
Dehli up to the epoch when Firtiz Shah III. (A.H. 754) had 
to abandon for ever, on the part of his dynasty, any pre
tence of interference with the southern section of the old 
dominion. The special interest of the Dehli Pa.thans in the 
Bengal currencies only recommences towards the final close 
of the rule of the race, when Shir Shah Afghan carried 
up to Northern India certain modifications and novelties 
in the current coin, which were again imitated and adopted, 
simultaneously with the far more material fiscal reforms 
introduced from below, by Akbar on his recovery of India. 
in A..H. 1003; regarding either of which appropriations this 
great Mughal's laudatory biographers are discreetly silent. 

The passages quoted below,l from Ibn Batutah, will put 

I "C'est Ie Sultan Fakhr eddin, surnomme Fakrah, qui est un souverain diJI· 
tingue, aimant les etrangers, surtout lea fakirs et les BOW. La royaute de co 
pays a appartenu au Sultan Nassir eddin, fils du Sultan Ghiy&th eddln Balaban, 
et dont Ie fils, Mo'izz eddin, fut investi de la souveramete A Dihly. Nassir eddin 
se mit en marcbe pour combattre co fils; ils 8e recontr~rent sur lea borda du 
fleuve, et leur entrevue fut appeIee Ia rencontre dea deux astres heureux. NoUl 
avons deja raconte cela, et coD1ment Nassir eddin abandonna l'empire A son fil, 
et retourna dans Ie Bengale. n y sejourna jnsqu'A .a mort, et eut pour aucces
seur Bon (autre) fils, Chams eddin, qui, apr~8 son trepas, fat Iui.m~me remplace 
par son fils, Cbibib eddin, lequel lut vainca par son Ir~re, Ghiyith eddln Beha
dour Boilrah. Chih&b eddin demanda du secoun au Sultan Ghiyath eddin 
Toghlok, qui lui en accord&, et tit prisonnier Behadour Bourah. Celui-ci ful 
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the reader in possession of all that is known of the obscure 

local history of the day. The information contributed by the 

acute Mrican traveller is to be found in none of the iIrdi. 
genous authors, who, writing under Imperial inspirations, 

naturally disregarded the annals of a subordinate province, 
however important a part that section of India was destined 

to play in the future of the land. From ·these and oth~r 

ensuite reIa.che par Ie fils de Toghlok, Mohammed, apres son avenement, A con
dition de partager avec lui la royaute du Bengale; mais il se revolta contre lui, 
et Mohammed lui fit la guerre jusqu'A ce qu'ille tuat. Il nomma alors gouver
neur de ce pays uu de ses beaux-freres, que lea troupes massacrerent. 'AIy CUb, 
qui Be trouvait alors dans Ie pays de Lacnaouty, s'empara de la royauttl' du 
lJengale. Quand Fakhr eddin Tit que la puissance royale etait sortie de la familIe 
du Sultan Nassir eddin, dont il etait un des aft'ranchis (ou clients), il se revolta 
A Sodcawan l:) ~ \S' ~ [SonfLrgaon] et dans Ie Bengale, et se declara independant. 

Une violente inimitie survint entre lni et ' AIy Chab. Lorsqu'arrivaient Ie tempa 
de l'hiver et Ia saison des boues, Fakhr eddln faisait une incursion sur Ie pays 
de Lacnaouty, au moyen du :fieuve, sur lequel il etait puissant. Mais quand 
revenaient Ies jours OU il ne tombe pas de plnie, ' AIy Ch8.h fondait sur Ie lJengale 
par la voie de terre, a cause de la puissance qu'il avait sur celle-ci." -VoL i'\l. p. 
212. See also Lee's Translation, p. 195. 

"Les autres {mira s'enfnirent pres du Sultan Chams eddin, fils du sultan 
Nasir eddin, fils du sultan Ghiyath eddin lJalaban, et se fixerent a sa com •••• 
Les emirs fugitifs sejournerent pres du sultan Chams eddin. Dans la suite, celui
ci mourllt, leguant Ie trane A son fils Chihab eddin. Ce prince succeda A son 
pere; mais son frere cadet, Ghiyath eddin lJehadour BOUrah (ce dernier mot 
signifie, dans la Ianglle indienne, Ie noil', .,~~\), Ie vainqait, s~empara dll 

royaume-, et tua son frere Kothlou Khan, ainsi que la plupart de ses autres 
freres. Deux de ceux-ci, les sultan Cbihab eddin, et Nasir eddin, s'enfuirent 
pres de Toghlok, qui se mit en marche avec eux, &fin de combattre Ie fratricide. 
Illaissa dans Bon royaume son fils Mohammed en qualite de Tice-roi, et s'avanc;a 
en Ute vers Ie pays de Lacnaouty, Il s'en rendit maitre, fit prisonnier son sultan 
Gbiyath eddin Beh8.doUr et reprit avec ce captif Ie chemin de sa capitale."
Vol. iii. p. 210. See also Lee's Translation, p. 128. 

Ibn lJatutah himself was, however, by no means infallible; for instance, on one 
occasion he makes lJahfldur the Bon of N flsir-ud-din instead of the granaaon (iii. 
179,210; iv.213). Dr. Lee's version again, in omitting the intermediate name 
of Nbir-ud-din, skips a generation, and makes Shams-ud-d1n FirAz a ,on of 
lJalban (p. 128). 
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incidental materials I have constructed a genealogical tree 

of the ~ers of Bengal who succeeded Nasir-ud-dln Mahmud, 

th~ son of Balban, whose undisturbed return into Bengal hu 
been already noticed. 

Bultd,. B,ubaD, Emperor of India. 
I 

Nw-ud-dill Mahml1d, Dlghra KhaD, oJ BItt/fll. 
I 

I 
Muhammad (SkaAltl). 

I • 
Xai Khusrd. 

I 
Bha~!b-Ild-dill 

I 
Bultd" 

Mu'izz-ud·dia 
X~ubfl.d, 

Emperor oj ]JeAU. 

N6sir-~-dIzl. 
BughrdSMb, 

Xing of BenglJl. 

I 
Rukn-ud-din 
Xai Xfl.6a, 

Xinq oJ Bengal. 

I 
Ghills-Ild-dia 

I 
Shama-ud-dill 

F(n1z Shah, 
Xing of Bengal. 

BaMdur, 
Xing of lJengal. 

au. 

The coins of Rukn-ud-dfn Kai Kalls, discovered in the cele
brated Kooch Bahar hoard, 1 had already enabled me to correct 
the erroneous statement of Zia Bamil as to the length of the 

reign of Nasir-ud-din Mahmud, BU!Jhra Khan, of Bengal, in 
virtue of the sustained series of dates 691-695, still legible 
on the pieces in question. The inscription I am now able to 

quotE) establishes more definitely Kai KMa's position as local 

I Colonel J. C. Haughton, to whom we are indebted for the knowledge of thil 
trOlff)lJille, was so obliging as to furnish me with 80me interesting delaila of the 
site Ilf discovery and illustrations of the neighbouring localities :-" The place 
where the coin was found is about three miles S.W. of Deenhatta, not Car from 
the Temple of Xnnteawaree (Qr Xomit Eswaree) on the banks of the river Dhurla. 
Near to this temple is a place called Gosain Moraee, a sbort distance from which 
are the rains of Xunteaur Raja's capital, called Xunteswaree-Pat, consisting of. 
mound of considerable extent, which has been surrounded with 88Teral ditches 
~d walla, which are again protected at thQ distanee of a mile or two by enormoua 
mounds of nearly 100 feet high. The brass vessels, in which the treasure wu 
deposited, were ordinary brass IotIJM, to which the top or lip had not been fixed, 
but in lieu thereot the vessels were covered bl t;aniater topa, secured by an iron 
'Pilu passing from aide to side." 
• I Calcutta text, 451; Ferishtab, Brig~, L 406 4 lour. lLA.S. ii. N.S. pp.1BO, 
188; Stewart'. Bengal, pp. 80, 118. 
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sovereign or Bengal in 697 A.H., confessing allegiance to the 

supreme Sult!n J Ala-ud-din, "Sikandet us Sam;" and it offi

cially confirms the fact already testified to by Mir Khusru 

(p.140, ante)l and lbn l3atutah, that he was the "son of 

Mahmud, son of the Emperor" (Balban); a descent the coins

are careful to indicate in the unusual iteration of 

~\hL ~ ~\hL ~ ~\kL, 

Rukn-ud-din Kai KaUs of Bengal. 

No. 125 (pI. vi. fig. 2). Silver. Weight, 168 grs. Very rare.. 

Lakhnauti, A.H. 691, 693_ 694, 695. 

r\\..----... J\ 
~~, ~\ \, \. J\ 

.H' ~..\l~ ~..\l' .J) 
C)\hL I.JN)~ ~, 

. ",.1\ 

~\kL cH ~11.L ~ 
:M:argin-~t..::...,J~)~~~rIJ~~~'~4J~ 

N. Translation of an Inscription of Kai Katis found among the 
ruins at Gunga Mmptir, neat Dinajptir. 

" This Musjid was built in thEi reign of the king of kings, Rum lld dunyl wa 
ud din, the Shadow of God upon eartb, Kdi Kdla 8M.!., son of Mahmud, son of 
tbe Emperor, the right hand of the Khallfah of the Lord, Assister or tbe Amu u1 
MUminin, may God perpetuate his kingdom and his government-by instructions 
of the Khusru of the age, ShaUb u1 H~ wa ud din, Sikandar us S8.ni, the Ulugh 
A'azim, Humlydn Zalar Khln •••• of the empire, may God perpetuate his 
kingdom and his government, and extend his years, • • • • and under his own 
l'oyalsuperintendenee and orders, on the 1st of Muharram, .UI. 697," 

I ai}l indebted to Colonel Nassau Lees fot the above rough 

translation of the original inscription, which was prepared by 

• • • )~~~,;. I.JN)~ ~\p,-~~ C)~ )'~J' 1 

-Lucmow, lithographed edition of the Jtirdn U8 S'adain, A.B. 1261, p. 102 j and 
Prof. Cowell, illl.A.S. Bengal, 1860, p. 234. 
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him as a mere basis for a more complete rendering, when the 
tezt of the inscription itself could be defined and determined. 
Unfortunately there is no transcript or facsimile of the Persian 
epigraph in this country, so that neither Col. Lees nor myself 
deem it desirable to alter or amend in any respect the simple 
outline at present available. 

DENGAL mNTS. 

With a view to obviate needless breaks in the continuity 
of the leading subject of the coins of the Dehli Pathans, it 
may be as well to take this opportunity of disposing of the 
geographical relations of the southern mints, irrespective of 
the epochal order of their occupation as tOWDs, or their eleva
tion into quasi-capitals, invested with the faculty of coining 
the lcing's money. 

The most interesting details furnished by the Bengal coins 
are those which illustrate the geographical distribution of the 
chief seats of government. Unlike the Northern Muslims, 
who, in the difficulty of moving the' Eastern hosts, conven
tionally deemed essential to an Imperial progress, over the 
imperfect highways of Hindustan, confined themselves ordi
narily to one fixed metropolis, the kings of Bengal enjoyed 
facilities of river-communication almost unprecedented: their 
various capitals, situated within easy distance of. each other, 
were at all times accessible by water,-a differently constructed 
State barge secured at any season free approach to the sea
board cities of the great Ganges, or to the towns on the narrow 
channels of the western streams. These frequent regal visita
tions are incidentally recorded on the coinage of the day, by 
the insertion of the prefix of '-=-' ~ to the name of the 
selected residence, which term colloquially marked the presence 
of royalty within the limits of the favoured fiscal division. 
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The leading mint cities were seven in number-No.1, 
Lakhnauti;1 2, FirUsd.lJdd; 3, 8atgaon; and 4, Skakr Nau, 

in Western Bengal, afterwards called Jannatdbdd; with 5, 
Sonargrumj and 6, Hu'azam4bdd, in the eastern division of 
the province; and '7, Gkiaspur. 

2. RrladlJdd (pandUa), in addition to the preferential 
Hazrat,. is styled variously Baldat and .L)~\ i~ cc fortified 
city," a .specification which probably refers to the separate 
though closely proximate citadel of .Akddlak, so celebrated 
in the military annals of the time. 

3. Satgaon is di~tinguished by the prefix of ~;. (Atrium), 
a term which, in India, came to be conventionally used for 
a tract or geographical division of country,S a sense which 
would well accord with its application to Satgaon, as the 
third circle of government of Bengal proper.4 In the reign 
of '&am the mint specification is more directly brought into 
association with the town itself in the seemingly more definite 
localization involved in the word J..;;i.5 

1 See Dote, p. 107, supra. ,. .. ,. 
J ~ "Prmsentia, Majestas; urbs, in qua est regis sedes." Dr. Blochmann 

has an interesting article on the Antiquities of Pand6.a in the Proceedings As. SOil. 
Bengal, April, 1870, p. 120. 

~ 

a ~) wr in Persian means "surface of the earth." Sir Henry Elliot 

remarks, .. The words used before Akbar's time to represent tracts of country 

larger than a Pergunntl.h were ~ , ~, W r,)~.,), ~ ~J t and t \hi \ • 
-Glossary of Indian Terms, BUb tJocec, "Circar." 

, Z!a Barni, in introducing his narrative of Tughlak SMh's expedition to 
Bengal (.LlL 724), speaks of that province as consisting of the three divisions of 
"Lakhnauti, Sonft.rgaon, and Satgaon" (p. 450, printed edition). 

The .Kin-i-Akbari, in the sixteenth century A.D. thus refers to Satgaon, " There 
are two emporiums a mile distant from each other; one called Satgaon, and the 
other Hoogly with ita dependencies; both of which are in the possession of the 
Europeans."-Gladwin, ii. p. 16. See also Rennell, p. 57; Stewu:t'a Bengal, 
pp. 186, 240, 243, 330. 

• From ~ "amputavit;" hence ~ "oppidum, flel potior, prlllcipua 
pars oppidonim.." • 



152 THE MINTS OF 

4. Skakr N au I suppose to have been the intitulation or 
the new city founded near the site of the old Lakhnauti : 1 it 
is variously denominated as the simple' Arsat or ~~\ Z; 
(populous, richly cultivated).' This progressively less appro
priate name may be supposed to have merged into the official 
J annatabad, which follows in mint sequence. 

5. Sonargaon, as a rule, retains its ancient discriminative 

1 The decipherment of the name of this mint (88 Colonel Yole remarks) deter. 
mines for medireval geography the contested aite of Nicolo Conti', Cb-notI,. The 
Venetian traveller in the East in the earl I part of the fifteenth century is recorded 
to have said that" he entered the mouth of the river Ganges, and, sailing up it, 
at the end of fifteen day8 he came to a large and wealthy city called CernoTe ••• 
On both banks of the stream there are most charming villas and plantatioIII and 
gardens. • • • Baving departed hence, he sailed up the river Ganges for the space 
of three months, leaving behind him four very famous cities, and landed at an 
utremely powerful city called Maarazia, ••• having spent thirteen da,.. 'on all 
expedition to some mountains to the eastward in search of carbuncles,' ••• he 
returned to the city of Cernove, and thence proceeded to BuH'etania."-The 
travels of Nicolo Conti, Balduyt Society, London, pp. 10, U. 

See also Purchas, vol. v. p. 608; and MlUTay'. Travels in Asia, ii. 11. 
There are also many interesting details regarding the geography of Bengal, 

and a very full and lucid summary of the history ot the period, to be found in 
'.' Da Asia de Jollo de- Barros" (Lisbon, 1777, vol. iv. [viii.], p. 465, It leg.). At 
the period of the treaty of Alfonso de Mello with" EI Rey Mamud de Dcngala" 
(the king whom Shir Shah eventually overcame), the name of Bhahr Nail had 
merged into the old provincial designation of Gaur, which is described AI " A 
principal Cidade deste Reina he chamada G_o, aituada nu corrente. do Gange, 
e dizem ter de comprido tres leguas daa nossa&, e duzentoa mil vizinhos" (p. 468). 
Satigam makes a prominent figure on the map, and Sornagam is located on • 
large island within the Delta, the main Btream dividing it from Dacs, 'Which is 
;placed on the opposite or left bank of the eetuary. 

More modern accounts of the old city may be found in Purcbaa, i. 679; 
Churchill, viii. 64 i also Bennell, Memoir of • Map of Bindoos1an, London, 178S. 
p. li5; Stewart, P. 44; and in a special work entitled U The Rum. of Gaur," 
illustrated with maps, plans. and engraving. of the numerous Muhammadan 
ed,fical e:ltant in 1817, by n. Creighton, 4to., London, Black, Parbury, .t Allen. 
See also Elliot'. Glossary ot Indian Terms, w6 floce, Gour Brahmin. 

. a The adjective (derived from ~ colflit) will admit of other meaningl, and, 
if understood as applying to a town, might signify" well bnilt," loea11y"..4a. 
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"designation 01 JI::-~, Ha...'TtJt-i-JaIal, a title 'Which it; 

eventually had to cede to its rival l[u'azamabid. 

6. .Jlrl amm4hdd. There is no definite authority for the 

determination of the site of this city, which, however, seems to 
have been founded by Sikandar bin DiAs about 758-759 .A.lL, 

when his own coins record that he himself assumed the title of 

~'J without trenching upon the superlative FI', usually 
reserved for the reigning monarch, his father. I conclude that 

there was a gradual mioOTation from the ancient; Sonargaon to 
the new city, which grew in importance from the governmental 

centre implied in the ~~'F ~\ of 760 A..H. to the i~ 
.,).~~ ~\, "the great city of Mu'azamahad," of about 

780 A.H., till, on the disappearance of the name of Sonargaon 

from the marginal records of the general currency, the new 

metropolis appropriates to itself the D:memorial J I::- i.r=
of Eastern BengalI 

I refer for the moment to No.7, aJ.idspiJr, which CoL Haugh

ton informs me is near Gaur, about one mile N.W. ofMaldah; 

and I take the opportunityofremarking that the sole remaining 

name of Jannatdboo, an epithet which is erroneously stated 

to have been given by HumayUn to the re-edified Lakhnauti,' 

is here seen to have been in use a century and a half Wore 

the later Mughal dynasty of India made its way into Bengal. 

1 I.'Ir. Bloc:hm.ann remarks in regard to the &i~ of this city-" The two miDis, 
)fu'aramebad and Ghaspflr. of Thomas, can perhaps be verified; the former is 
probably the same as Mu'auampflr iJa Sonfugaou, the latter belongs to Lallnauti...·. 
-Proceedings As. Soc. :Bengal, April, 1870. po 121. 

• A1n-i-.llbari, ii. po 11; Stewarl"a Ben.,cral. 12-1. Benocral itself was ealled 
.ll:l' ~ "The Paradise of Regions." Thn:Batutah, iT. p.210, says the 

PeniaDs ealled Bengal ~ r. t),.l "ce qui si,."1lifie," ell arabe, "un enter 

rempli de biens." (The origiDalArabie text quotes the pasage in imperfect 

Persian as L..Ai JY. ~"...:>-jJ.l). llarsden,Num. Orient. p. 67S. giYella coin 
or • AU.-ud-din Husain Sh6h, of A.B. 917, purporting to have been Binu:k at 
" J.",.,dti6d4." 
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The single item. remaining to be mentioned in regard to 

the later mints is the substitution of the word ~ in lieu ot 
i~l as the prefix to Ffrud,bad, in parallel progress towarda 
centralization with the mint phraseology adopted in the case 
of&tgaon. 

THIRTEENTH KING (A.. a 695; A.D. 1295). 

On the assassination of his father, in the camp of 'ALl-ud

din, in Ramazan, AeR. 695, Rukn-ud-din Ibrahim I was ele-
'--

vated to the throne of Hindustan. His mother, Malika-i-
• J shan, who retained her infiuence in the city ot Dehli, in her 

haste to secure a representative of royalty, selected him in 

preference to the proper heir, Arkali Khan, who was absent 

at his post at Multan. This gave Ibrahim a temporary 

existence as a king,-a dignity which otherwise, as a younger 

son and a minor, he was neither entitled nor fitted to hold. 

' ... \la-ud-din, having already at his command a powerful army, 

and the wealth of the Dakhan supplying him with unlimited 

means of increasing his forces and conciliating wavering oppo

nents, had merely to advance on the capital to put an end to 

the rule of the boy SulUm, whose safety was for a time 

secured by a precipitate flight to Multan. 

I ~ "regio," also ccoppidum." The plurals are aid to vary, in correspond-'" ,.., 
ence with the independent meanin,."II, 81 ..,1.1 and ,~ ; w.-

tl..:. y\b.:;.. ,t!, ~!r.' !i\:;..).li ~.l1' J) ~ I 
-Tlrlkh Mubflrak Shihi, MS.; and Zil Bami, text, p. 184. 



RUXN-UD-DiN IBRAHhl. 155 

No. 126 (pl. ii. fig. 54). Silver. Weight, 167 grs. Dehli, A..H.695. 
Unique. (Lord Auckland's collection, :a.M.) 

F~\ ~\ \, \.1' \\ F S\ ~! \, I.vJ' 

~.>l\ J ~..\1\ J~ c:n~\ J ~~\ cJ) 
LJ ~L-:a '.-i r ».fo-

~yJ\~\ t, \..,.J, 

Hargin-

~~ J ~ ,~ ~ ~,J c.:J~ ~\ ,~ Y~ 

The modification in the general tenor of the legends of thill piece 
seems to mark the confessed insecurity of the rule of the new king i 
the insertion of the name and titles of the late Sultan at full length 
looks like an appeal to the allegiance of the adherents of the 
father's throne, an apostrophe in favour of the direct line against 
the threatened claims of the too.powerful nephew. The usual 
record of the name and title of the long since defunct AI Must'a~im 
is replaced by the attribution to the deceased Finiz SMh of the 
ancient, but latterly disused designation of Naai,. Amlr III Mumin!n. 

No. 127 (pI. ii. fig. 55). Silver and copper. Weight, 52 grs. Rare. 

O~f)er,~~~\ J ~.l1\ cJ) F~\ ~\b.J\ 
Rever8~Jl!a jJ.r-i ~ ll!a ~~, 

No. 128. Copper. Weight, 59 grs. New variety. Similar in 
types to No. 52, pl. ii. My cabinet. 

O~eral-F~\ ~\kLJ\ 

Rever8e-~l!a jJ~ do ~U ~!r.\ 

No. 129 (pl. ii. fig. 56). Copper. Weight, 38 gre. Rare. 

O~erBe-JU ~~, J~ 

Rsver"-IIU j~ ~ 
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- - -- - - ~ -- --

~~=~-:;~:ff==-~~~_~_~-~C:;=-~~-= ~ 
- -- - -

, ALA.-llD-DfN'S ARCHIIS AT TIlB KUTB (with tbe annexed mndd columna in the 
background), from a sketch by 1. Fergusson, Esq • 

• II TM gHwy 01 tM _'pe, lo1o"""", ~ "of ill ,Au. Irlfllh r""au... 6tIC ill tM ,r,td 
range 01 areM. Oft tAe tout.".,. ride. "t<lrldin, IlOf'tA Grad ,0tlCA lor allovl W I.t, .u 
eoramtmg of tAree greater arad ,t,Af _oller GrOAu; 1M etmtral 0ftI 22 fu' towN au Q 
AigTa; tAe larger ntlI arcAu 24o/.tJt 4 iMAu."-Fer,-ora'. B'aAtlbooi 0/ .ArcTaiUd..,.., u-
1'.649. 

FOURTEENTH Kn;G (A.B. 695-715; A.D. 1295-1315). 

'Ala-ud-din Muhammad SMA went through the almost 
needless form of a double coronation; he clearly felt himself 
already Bultan or his own delegated domains, as well as ot 
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his l'ecently-acquired conquests in the Dakhan. from the mo-. 
ment he let fall the too-c{mfiding hand of the monarch t.d 

whom he owed so much, and whom he so foully ensnared 
and murdered; he therefore lost no time in assuming the 
insignia. of royalty in his camp at Karra, on the 16th of 
RamazRn, A.H. 695. This act, as it were, constituted the sym. 
bolical assumption of the regal turband of the south; he had 
still to win the jeweled tiara of Imperial Dehli. In the attain
ment of this obj~ct he proceeded with his accustomed energy 
and craft, but the scale seems to have been finally turned, 
by the empty treasury of legitimacy at the capital and the
superabunda.nt :resources of the spoiler of the Idolaters. Hie 
catapults, instead of projecting hard stones against the city 
wa.lls, were employed, as toys, in scattering largesses among' 
the greedy multitude, for which purpose the unconverted 
stars of the southern peninsula 1 were peculiarly appropriate. 
The Maliks and Am{rs, each in .his own degree, received 
retainers, in some instances to the amount of 50 mans ot 
gold. And so the Indian world, welcomed him, it might be 
said, in the words of the Latin poet-

" lEra dabant olim; melius nunc omen in auro est; " 
Ovid Fast, i. 220. 

On the 22nd Zi'l hijjah, 695, the new Sultan was formally 
enthroned in the ancient fort of Prithvt Raja.s 

I will not attempt to recapitulate the political events of 
this long reign.; they were of the ordinary character-insm:
rections,S invasions. of the Mughals, one of which claims 8. 

I The daily distribution amonnted to )jr>-' ~ i~ "five mam of star gold." 
See also note under coin No. 131, page 169. 

I T6.rikh' Alfli; Elliot' 8 Historians, iii. 69. 

a One of these revol~ was nellJ;ly ratal to the Sultan's life, another was. 8Q fa1 
J;!!marlfa~le tha,~ while thQ Sl!lt~u. was occupied ill tlla RegEl of ltmta.w.bhQr, " 
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separate notice in some detail, and the repeated successes of 
Malik Naib Ka.flir, who had latterly taken his master's place 
in command ot the army in the DakPan, aud who, in the end, 
availed. himself of that master's dying hours to forward his 
own intrigues against the lawful heirs of the throne. ' Ala
ud-dIn died of dropsy in his palace at Dehli on the 8th of 
Shawwal, 115 A.H.1 

There are some incidents in ' Ala...ud-d{n's story which more 
nearly concern these numismatic chronicles, such as his as
sumption of the title of the Second Alexander, and a notion 
entertained of a new religion, of which he was to be the 
oracle, both of which items are testified. to by the coine. 
But the most curious record of this Sultan's reign is his 

attempt to increase his too-costly army by administrative 
regulations which should lower the prices of provisions and 
other necessaries of lifel while it crops out, in an obscure way, 
that he contemplated a simultaneous reduction in the silver 
tankah l from 175 grains to 140, for the special be~efit~·or his 

turbulent man called Hflji Maulfl succeeded in getting possession of the royal 
palace at Dehl~ and absolutely elevated a puppet king, in the shape or a de
scendant of 'Ali, who, however, only enjoyed the doubtful dignity for a reW' daya, 
for which he paid the forfeit of his head.-Elliot's Historians, iii 176. 

1 The death of' Ala-ud-din is now pretty well determined as having occurred 
on the 8th of ShawwaI, A.H. 716. Although Mir Khusrn, in one instance, makes 
it the 7th (Khizr Khan and Dewa! Rani), in another or his works be fUes the 

death of the one king and the accession or the other a& 0~ J,J Jl.,.t j) 
or 8th of ShawwM (Diwan Bakiya NakIya) (Dehli Archmological Journal, 1853, 
p. 39). The Tflrikh 11 uMrak Shill con1kms the date of the 8th. 

I Ferishtah's account of the weights and measures of thia period is as tollows; 
II In order to comprehend the true value of the money ot that day, it is proper to 
state that a tankaA was equal to a toltJ in weight, whether of gold or silver; and 
a tanka! of silver was equal to so jitai8. The jil41 was a small copper coin, the 
weight of which is not now known: some conceive it was a tol4, while othen are 
of opinion that thejital.like the pieI of the present day, weighed 11'01«. The 
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oWn payments to the Bipdhis.1 We have no specimens of 
these so inappropriately called ~rlalis, but we meet with 
them on the first accession of Muhammad bin Tughlak 
(A.He 725), to which ~casion it may be as well to defer a 
more extended notice of. them. The associate operation upon 
the prices of provisions has a far more general interest; as 
although the machinery employed implied a cert3.in amount 
of force and compulsion, the main object was sought to be 
obtained by taking payment of the revenue in kind, the esta
blishment of royal granaries, state advances to merchants,S 
and other simple and obvious methods of facilitating the 
supply of the capital. So that, in effect, the official rates for 
the metropolis do not depart greatly from what might be 
styled the normal scale of prices, when distributed over an 
average of town municipalities; and this quasi-equity is 
indeed supported by the natural' open-market rates obtain
ing at a later period, when money may have been supposed 
to have fallen in relative value. 

man of the 'time of lalaI.-ud-din (FirUz) weighed 40 ai,.~ and each m: weighed 
24 tolaa."-Ferishtah (Briggs), ToL i. p. 360, Bombay text, p. 199. 

1 I obtain this information, in somewhat of an obscure form, from the Tfu1kh 
• Alai, otherwise called the Khazflin ul Futuh, of Mir Khusru-a curious and 
somewhat rare pr08/J work of that celebrated poet. The fancies and metaphors 
of Persian Terse are here untrammelled by the requiremente of metre, and the 
author has an opportunity, of which he has availed himself to the full, of indulging 
in quips and quirks, and verbal conceits, that a European interpreter scarcely 
~him for. The work is oth~e highly valuable as a contemporary narra
tive of some of the evente of' AU-ud-din's reign, extending from A.B. 695 to 710. 
My own copy of the work was made for me at Debli, in 1853, from the original 
MS. in the possession of Nawflb Amin-ud-din Ahmad Khflll, of Lohani, under 
the supervision of our most leamed " l;ladr ull?adtir," MaullWi Satlr-ud-din, who 
has added an elaborate commentary and marginal notes to all the difficult pas
ssges. Bee ai.so Elliot's Historians, iii. 67; J oR.A.S. iii. N.S., 115. 

I We learn incidentally that the Multdnia were the leading traders of the day. 
-l.A.S.B. 1870, p. 31. 
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, AL!-UD-DfN MUlLUI:1rUD'S ENFOkCED RA.rES 01' PBICES 0., PBOTISIOlfS, 

ETC. 

Wheat, ~ • 

Barley, r':" • 
Rice, in husk, JU . 
Mash, ~l., vetch (PAaaeolua radiatu8). 

N akhUd, .J~ J pulse (Cicer a-rietinum). 

Moth, A!l,.-, lentil (Pha8eolua aconiti-

foliua) 

Sugar, ~..J p. . , 
Brown sugar, if" ~ <;! aur) • 
Butter,)~ ~J) , Ghi (ut) . 

Oil of Sesamum, ~ ~~. • 

Salt, ~. 

A.H. .A.D. 
703-716 -1303-1116. 

per man. 

" 
" 
" 
II 

" 
per .fr. 

" 
2! ,lrl. 

3 " 
21- mana. 

7i jleall.' 

4 

5 

5 

5 

3 

a 
1 

1 

1 

5 

" 
" 

" 
" 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

" 
The iUal, as will hereafter appear, is -h of a 8ileer tankah 

1 Calcutta printed edition of the text of Zi~ Barni, pp. 305, 310, and inde

pendent MBS.; also Tabakflt-i Akbari MS., KI.ll., No. 997, p. 61. Briggs'. 

return of the price of wheat is erroneous: the "';-).J "per man," ot the original 

had been corrupted into ~J.J; hence the statement of "7lJltali per domImV." 

Elliot's Historians, iii. 192. The Bombay text of Ferishtah is right in the 

~)~, p. 196. See also lour. As. Soc. BeD",C7&I, 1870, p. 25, Major Fuller'. 
eicellent translation of Zifl. Ba.rni, with comments by Dr. Blochmann. I have 

adopted Dr. Blochmann's emendation of the Persian text of the Bibliotheca Indica 

in as far as refers to ,...j .J "21" after ~ '''salt,'' in lieu of the printed 
\" J 

J ~ ~, which, however, is very constant in thevarlous MSS. j buH retaiD '-:!.J .P-
even as I adhere to the pronunciation ot Ko/mim, on the faith ot the local speech 
ofthe present day. 
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ot 175 grs.; at the exchange of 2". per tankan, the jital 
would therefore correspond iIi value to lj- farthing, or 
rather less, as the 2s. is a very high rate of exchange for 
the old silver piece. The Dehli sir, of an approximate date, 
is stated to have been 70 mis(cd18, and the man 40 sirs. 1 

Now, taking the weight of the mis(cdl at the even average of 
72 grains, the sir would range at 5040 grains (or 720 grains 
less than the Troy pound of 5760 grains), and the man would 
amount to 201,600 grains, or 85 Ihs. troy, and 28·81hs. avoir
dupois, or a little over the quarter of a hundredweight, or 
less than half a bushel of wheat.· . To complete the evidence 
contributed by this foreign statician, we must examine a 
second or alternative test, which he introduces, apparently for 
the more ready comprehension of the western world, in the 
form of a parallel estimate of the Indian man under its equi
valent in Egyptian dirhams. Of these latter, 102~ are stated 
to correspond in weight with the Dehli sir. Now, although 
the dirhams of the Mamhiks of Egypt of this period, in 
their tangible and once current form, would only lead to end
less complications as base~ of calculation,3 yet the quasi-theo
retical scheme of the normal Arabian system of the relative 
weights of gold and silver coins, gives us a curious approxima
tion to the return obtained from the simple calculation just 

1 Le rill ("otl) de l'Inde, qui porte Ie nom de tJi" r' p~se 70 mitlikall, qui, 

estimes en dirhems d'Egypte, en valent 102}. Quarante ,i" forment un mitnn 

~ ~ ~. On ne connalt pas dans l'Inde la methode de mesurer les grains. 

-Not. et Ext. xiii. p. 212. 

I Bee that Colonel Yule, in his "Cathay and the way thither" (Hakluyt Society) 
ii. 458, has adopted the French estimate of the man, i.e. 28'78 lbs. 

I A bushel of wheat is estimated to weigh 60 Ibs. avoirdupois.-McCulloch, 
Com. Diet. p. 1397. Prinsep, with less exact data, made the bushel SO lbe. 
avoirdupois.-Usefui Tables, p. 113. 

a Eighteen specimens I have weighed in the B.Y., ranging within the period 
of A.H. 655 and 747, vary to the extent of from 37 grains up to 63. 

11 
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formulated. Whatever may have been the weight of the mis~dl 
proper in various localities, in many cases the dinar continued 
to be a mi8~dl pure and simple; and theory was ordinarily 
consistent in recognising the weight of the silver dirham as 
7-10ths of the gold piece. Under this aspect we have to 
examine a new scale of proportions: the latest and most ex
haustive authority, M. Queipo,l has fixed the actual weight 
of the representative Egyptian mi8~dl at 4'666 grammcs, or 
72'007 grains. This return will make the dirham equal to 
50'405 grains, the 8ir=5174 grains, and the man=206,983' 

grains, or over 29 lbs. avoirdupois. The estimate formed by 
the French editors of Ibn Batutah,S in regard to that African 
traveller's independent comparisons of Dehli weights with 
those of the west, arrives at a closely approximate return. 
The man of Dehli is state~, on repeated occasions in the Arabic 
text, to be equivalent to 20 Barbary ra!ls, or 25 Egyptian 
ra!ly, and the former are fixed by the calculations of the 
modern commentators as corresponding to two-thirds of a 
French kilogramme of 15,432'35 grains troy, or Ii raJl8=1 

kilogramme, which makes the man equal to 28'78 lbs. 
avoirdupois. 

1 Don V. Queipo, in his Essai sur les Syst~mes l\f~triql1e8 et Modtaires des 
anciens peuples (Paris, 1869), makes the Almoravide dindr, theoretical weight, 

S 960 grammes; general weight, 3'945 grammes. The Arabic dInar, theoretical 

WeIght, 4'250 grammes; general weight, 4'228 grammes. The mulfdl (Arabic) 
of Egypt, theoretical weight, 4'720 grammes; general weight, 4'666 grammes. 

~ MM. C. Defremery and B. R. Sanguinetti. Paris edition (Societe Asiatique) 
4.D.1855. 

Ibn Batutah tella I1S that the man or Dehli was equal to 20 ratll ot Barbary 

n. 74. ~r=--11k) L.:J~ J ~ 4:.-. ~'il~' J ~J ~ 
~l\1..J L.:J.,r.c :s~, Jk)', w. p. 430. ~~1b) ~~r;J~ J 

iii. 382. f"A' JU,;1 cr- C))? J .t.....>. J Y~\ JLk} 
and again-.Y,~"nb.J L.:J)~ ~.ll' Jk)IJ iv. p. 210. 
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I do not follow out in further detail these western com
parisons, which are in a measure speculative, as I am 
satisfied to accept what may be termed the internal evi
dence as my test. Tried by this crit~rion, India at the
present day furnishes a very complete series of man 
weights, 1 which all the incidental changes of time and the 
imperfectly preserved units of scattered localities have but 
very slightly removed from the standard testified to by the 
intelligent travellers of·the middle of the eighth century of 
the Hijrah. 

Any attempt to determine with precision the authoritative 
weight of the man or other measures of grain, must be asso
ciated with the crucial test of corroborative coin equivalents. 
From time immemorial, in India, coins had been, to all 
intents and purposes, weights; pieces of money, in our sense 
of the term, having grown out of the archaic use of sections 
of metal of a fixed and determinate gravity, following the 
popular form of small square or oblong plates of silver, de

signated by the appropriate name of Purar;tas (~l!I' It old"). 
But when these crude sections of metal, like the link or the 

1 The local rna,., approximating to this weight still in use in 1821 A.D. may be 
cited in alphabetical order. 

Ibs. oz. dr. Ibs. oz. dr • 
.Anjar, Bbuj............... 27 3 8 Madras ••••..•••••••.•... 25 0 0 

Anjengl" Travancore ••• 28 0 0 Madura ..•••.••••• •••••• 25 0 0 
Bangalore ., •••• •••••• .•• 25 0 0 M angalor •..••. .••.•• ••• 28 2 4: 
Belgaum .................. 26 3 16 Negapatam ............... 25 0 0 

Bellary .............. .... 26 6 0 Onor, in Canara ..••. .... 28 8 0 
" (man for ~otton) 26 6 4: Ujjain ..................... 33 6 13 

Bombay... ...... ........ 28 0 0 Pondicherry ...... ...... 26 14 Ot 
Carwa, Canara ..•.• .... 26 0 0 QUllon, Travancore...... 27 0 8 
Canara, ordinarily...... 28 0 0 Sankaridrug, Carnatic.. 25 0 0 
Cochin, Malabar......... 27 2 11 Seringapatam-ligbt ... 24 4: 8 
Puna (man for metals) 27 9 9j "heavy.. 33 15 12 
Kot&, Ajmir ............ 30 0 0 Trichinopoly ............ 25 0 0 
-Prinsep'a Useful Tables, p. 116 j and Mr. W. H. Bayley's MS. Notes. 
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knight's chain, passed into the more advanced. grade ot 
" coined money," they were still scrupulously made to contri
bute to the double purpose of measures of metallic value and 

officially recognized weights. l Their importance, in the latter 

capacity, consisting in their furnishing rea.dily available tests 

of any disputed higher weights or measures, so liable to be 
tampered with by shopkeepers from all time and among all 

nations.1 So completely was this their second mission accepted 

in the land, that in later days, under Sikandar bin Duhl61 

(A.H. 854-894), the idea was conceived of extending the 
already mixed duties of the public coinage into a means of 

detez::nining measures of length, so that the sufficiency of 

the cloth merchant's yard should be instantaneously checked 

by the very money of the customer in which he was to 
receive payment. The earlier phases of these imperfect 

schemes of exchange, when primitive peoples were first 

emancipating themselves from the inconveniences of crude 

barter, and replacing undefined handsful by specific mea
Bures of weight, may be traced back to the first contact of 

the Aryans and the Indigenes, when the pastoral tribes of 

the former impinged upon the urban communities of the 

latter, whose civilization partook so largely of the Turanian 

element. There is internal evidence in the composite table 
of weights preserved in U the Laws of Manu," of contribu

tions from the independent resources of both races. .Aryan 

thought, crudely developed at first, confined itself to the ever 

1 There is a special injunction in Manu, addressed to the King_U Let all 
weights and measures be well ascertained by him, and once in Bix montlu let him 
re-examine them."-Manu, viii. 42. 

J 'Ala-ud-din had great trouble with this class of his subjects i and among the 
punishments awarded for ahort weights, we find a very distinct proTieion for 1M 

pound of flesh. " Whatever was found deficient" in the articles purchased wu 
made up by "flesh equal to the deficiency," cut from the seller'. "two cheeb" 
[buttocks].-Regulation 4, 1.A..S.B. 1870, p. 39. Elliot'. HilItoriana, ill. 197. 
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ready standard of barley-a grain they held in high honour, 
and beyond the cultivation of which their herdsmen do not 
seem to have progressed in the Vedic age.1 As intelligence 
advanced, and the subtle faculties of the exotic mind were 
brought into play, the tendency was clearly towards in
finitesimals, so that the checks and counter checks laid down 
are found to include every shade of variety of the produce of 
the soil that human ingenuity could set against each other.s 

It was the duty of barley to testify against mustard-seed if 
the latter failed in its full maturity; mustard, in its coloured 
varieties, had to qualify the poundage of poppy-seed, which 
again had to go through the severe trial of being pitted 
against impalpable dust. Encouraged by these tangible 
minutioo, the Aryan Brahmins seem to have ventured upon 
the introduction of fanciful and purely imaginary quantities, 
so that measures of weight vanished into thin air (to an 
extent to defy the keenest modern Microscopist).3 But in all 

1 WIlson's Rig Veda, i. pp. xli., lvii.; and iii. p. xi. Max M alier (Chips, i. p. 
31) renders this as "corn;" he does not say wheat. The adherence to reckon
ing by barley-corns is curiously shown in the later Vedic literature, where, in 
spits of the presence of the rati, "the bar of gold" is defined" as of the size of 
three barley-corns."-Weber, Zeitschrift, xv. (1861), 139. Prof. Weber further 
remarks that the term masha is not found at all in texts supposed to be Vedic. 

2 "Manu, viii. 131. Those names of copper, silver, and gold [weights] which 
are commonly used among men for the purpose of worldly business, I will now 
comprehensively explain. 132. The very small mote which may be discerned in 
a sunbeam passing through a lattice is the first of quantities, and men call it a 
trasarenu. 133. Eight of those trasarenuB are supposed equal in weight to one 
minute poppy-seed (likhllt!), three of those seeds are equal to one black mustard
seed (rtf/a ,ar,hapa), and three of these last to a white mustard-seed (ffaura

,ar8hapa). 134. Six white mustard-seeds are equal to a middle-sized barley-com 
(v/Wa), three such barley-corns to one krishnala [raktika], five krishnalaB of gold 
are one mdsha." etc. 

S "MANU, YAllU.VALXYA, and NABADA, trace all weights from the least 
visible quantity, which they conQur in naming trasarenu (~), and de~crib. 
iug as the very small mote which may be discerned in a s:nbeam passing 
through 'a lattice.' Writers on medicine proceed a step further, and affirm that 
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cases of the more clearly defined weights of Manu, there 
seems to have been a serious intent and supposed power of 
proof by the test of seeds, balanced against other varieties of 
seed. The altered conditions of culture, and the uncertainty 
of the exact locality which furnished the data for ancient 
calculations, may deny us the power of reconstructing the 
general scheme; but there is no doubt that the early tables 
were designed to supply a normal and ever ready criterion 
by means of single or multiplied totals of indigenous grains, 
which from time immemorial had centered in the convenient 
goldsmith's raU, which, though not exclusively Indian, was 
of such universal acceptance throughout the continent as to 
be essentially traditional; and it is from this starting point, 

or unit in the ascending scale, that the purely Indian weights 
proceed, each, in its turn again, following some readily acces
sible product of nature peculiar to the soiL 

, Ala.-ud.dln, as we have seen, was particular about his 
metric system, and probably the full force of ancient methods 
of reckoning still survived in the existing weights, so that 
some one description of current money ought so to fit in with 
and confirm the estimated amount of the man as to balance 
into even sums, or an approach thereto. Neither the 175 

a trasaren" contaios 30 paramdnu. or atoms: they describe the 'r/llllr"' .. in worda 
of the same import with the definitioos given by MANV, and they furnish another 
name for it, fltm.fl. According to them, 86 flaml8 make one mMicM, or sensible 
portion of light. • •• Writers on medicine trace this weight (the rat.) fro:o the 
smallest sensible quantity in another order. 

30 paramdntll, or atoms = 1 tr_rln .. or flami. 
86 flaM = 1 _(eM, or sensible quantity of light. 
6 marieh;' == 1 rdgicd, or black mustard-seed. 
3 rr1gicdll = lllher,hapa, or white mustard.seed. 
S .hw,hajJ4ll = ll1af)fI, or barley-corn. 
~ gafl", = 1 gunJd or raktikd. . 

A ra"t~d is also said to be equal to ~ grains of rice in the husko" -Sir W m • 
.Tones's Works, l'ili. p. 870. 
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grain tankaks (the old !ataraktiha=100 ratia), nor the newly
devised 'adalis of 140 grains (80 ratia), will divide into the 
equivalent number of grains now assigned to the man; but, 
strange to say, the ancient pura'!tas, whose modem representa
tives abound in the coinage of the day, taken at the rate of 
32 ratis, or 56 grains, fill in the exact sum of 201,600 grains, 
without even the break of a fraction, either in the totals of 
the sir or the man: 90 pura'!tafl represent the sir, and 3,600 
give the measure of the man. The f'atis, however, in either 
case are uneven, viz., 2880 and 115200; but this fact need 
not disturb the result, as the "alia in the higher measures of 

produce, as in the Ghf table, I shall have occasion to quote 
hereafter from the Jyotisha, run into all sorts of irregular 
totals. 

It may freely be conceded that this intervention of nines 
and twelves is opposed to the scale of multiples in the quasi 

Turanian division of the Tables of Manu, where the dominant 
idea among the tangible weights is confined to fours and 
tens, culminating in three hundred and twenties and three 
thousand two hundreds; but if another section of the evi
dence is examined, it will be found that these 56-grain 
coins do not themselves accord with the theoretical scheme 
of the associate currency of the first half of the eighth 
century A.H. This is a question which will have to be 
treated more at large later in our inquiry, but it is adverted 
to in this place as it has an important bearing upon 
the point immediately at . issue. On the other hand, if we 
examine the Tables of Manu in their lower or fanciful divi
sions, the mystic threes and ordinary sixes are found to be 
sufficiently frequent, from which figures alone we might infer 
that the Aryans had originated this portion of the combined 
table of weights. 
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From whatever source derived, India. is seen to have achieved, 
in very archaic periods,' either out of her marked indigenous 

aptitudes; or her frequent chances of exotic inspiration, a very 

comprehensive system of weights and measures, extending to 
the elaboration of a binary Troy scheme,s associated with all 

the essentials of an independent Avoirdupois theory, which, 

perhaps wisely, avoided any recognition of measures of capa
city. 

, Ala-ucl-clin Mulzammacl 8M". 

No. 130. (Marsden, DeCl.). Golcl.· Weights, 168'6, 169'5, 

and 166 grs. Dehli, "'.B:. 704, 709, 711. 

Circular area. 
. \ .. 
~ 

The legend occupies the full 
face of the coin . 

l:J' \, \ ,,·.J1 

~.w' J ~tll\ ~ 

,U ~ ~\y.\ 

C.I 
\ \, \ ",J1 

Margin-4.!.~J ~ 4.:-J ~ ~JJ ~~L .. 11 )~ y;J 

1 The age of ~ranu is undetermined. Wilson attributes portion I of the work 
to 800 B.C. (Translation, .Rig Veda, i. p. xlvii.) M. Vivien de st. Martin lays, 
"la periode des tempa heroi'que&," i.e. 13th and 12th centuries B.O. (Etude de 
Paris, 1859, and Revue Germanique, 1861, p. 80). Max MUller (Sanakri~ 
Literature, pp.61-133, and his Letter in Morley'8 Digest, p. cxcvii.). Prof. 
Cowen prefera .. 3ra century B.C.," but adds that it was "undoubtedly composed 
from older documents" (Elphinstone'8 India, p. 249). The JvotuM Table, which 
is given at full in the general summary of Muhammad bin Tughlak'i coin weights, 
is also supposed to date some centuries B.o. (fiber den Veda Kalendar, Namen 
Jyotisham, von A. Weber. Berlin, 1862). 

S There were separate tables for gold and silver. 
a Prinsep'l assay of these gold pieces give. a return of louel or pure gold in 

100 parts of 94'2. JaUI-ud-din (FfrUz)'. gold is placed at 9~'6, while Akbar'. 
aTerage mounts up to 100 : 100.-UaeCul Tables, ii. 60. 



No. 131. CoM. Variety. (Small thick coin, pale gold.) 

Weight, 158 grs. Size, 4, or 0·71 inch diameter. lUI. 
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Legends a& in the Yetropolitan pieces, but the Persian characters 
follow a different system of writing. and are very imperfectly de
fined. These coins seem to have been direct re-miutages of the 
southern gold AU1I8, without any attempt at refining the metal up 
to the higher Dehli standard.' They furnish, in short, another 
instance of the facilities of the rough system of converting plunder 
into camp currencies on the instant. 

1 am indebted to Sir Walter Elliot, S.l., for the following 

note upon the southern cc stars," the palpable plunder of the 

south:-

U I do not think the 'Akhtar Zar' can refer to the Star pagoda, 
which had a very limited range, being confined to the province of 
Arcot, and appearing after the fall of the last of the independent 
Hindu kingdoms. when every petty Zamindar began to exercise the 
privilege of coining money. 

"The currency of the Dakhan seems always to have been gold 
under the Hindus. The standard was the AU" (in Dravidian, M!'. 
POt). but the circulation was carried on chiefly by means of its 
fractional part.<;, the panam or fanam, as is the case in Travancore-
the only existing normal Hindu state--to this day. There. the 
dealings of the bazar and the collection of the revenue are all made 
in fana11l8; but as the labour and trouble of reckoning large sums 
in such a shape would be intolerable, the cashiers ~d Berdft are pro-

1 .. By the attention of his Majesty (Akbar SUh), gold and silver are refined to 
the highest degree of purity. The highest degree of purity.is called in Persian 
tlaIuIdi, but they do not know above ten degrees of fineness; whilst in India it 
is called U,IIMa"i, as they have ttoe1w degrees. Formerly the old 111m, which 
is • gold coin current in the Dakhan, was thought to be pnre, and reckoned at 
ten degrees; bui his Majesty has now fixed it at 81: and the round, small gold 
diaflr of • .Alf!.-ud-din, which 1I'as considered to be 12 degrees, now turns out to be 
11li."-Ain-i-Akbari. BloekmaM, p. 18. 
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vided with wooden boards, the surface of which is studded with 100 
or 1000 cavities, the exact size of a fanam, which they plunge into 
the heap of coin, and by a little manual dexterity, take up the exact 
sum and throw it aEide. 

"In early times, not only the fanam, but the half and quarter 
fanam were in use. I have specimens of all of thcse, bcaring the 
impress of the Chalukya boar, the Pandyan fish, and other effigies 
of dates far anterior to the Star pagodas. There seems little doubt, 

therefore, that )j"r>-' refers to the sacks of fana"" which Malik 
Kaflir brought from the south and poured out before the admiring 
eyes of the king of Dehli, and which the historian has aptly described 
as showers of "golden stars." Some of the halves and quarters are 
just like little scales of gold, and a stream of them issuing from the 
bag in which they were kept would sparkle as they fell. The 
ancient coins are thinner and finer than the more recent examples.' 

"When the Dewam of the southern districts first came into our 
hands, at the beginning of the century, the revenue was all collected 
infanam8." 

, The average weight of the goldfanam is 6 grains, of the balf fa1l4m 3 grains, 
and the quarter Ii grain&. 

Tested weights of the goldjanam, half and quarter ja1l4f118 of S. India. 
Three Buddhist janams, with the impress of a lion and &word p. nero p. 

(Numismatic Gleanings, Madras Journal, No. I. fig. 38) 19'8 == 6'6 

One ditto, half ditto, with lion only (Num. Gl I. 39)............ 2'9 
Two Chalukyajanaf1l8, with the boar (Num. Gl n. 6-9) ... 126 = 6'3 
One ditto, quarter ditto (Num. GL n. 10) ... _................... l'S 
One-ditto, ditto ......................................................... 1-35 
Two Ch.o!a laMmI............................................. ......... 16 = 7·1) 
Two ditto, half ditto ................................................ .. 
One Cherafanam, with elephant ................ h ................. . 

Two Pandyan ditto, with fish ....................................... .. 

Two ditto, ditto, with different type ................................ . 
Two fanams, witlt. a fish and monkey ............................. . 
One ditto, ditto, a little different .................................. .. 
One quarter ditto, fish and monkey type ................ __ ...... . 
Six Velanfl.ti jantlms, of more recent date, probably of the 

Bijanag-ar Raj ................................................ _ •.•• 
Four Bahfl.dnrijanams, coined. by Haidar Ali, ruler of Myser, 

at the Ikeri mint ....••...........•.•••.•.••.••.•••••..•..••••.••..• 

66 = 3'3 
6' 

12-3 = 6'10 
12'7 = 6-36 

14" = 7'2 
6'8 
N 

as-3 =0'88a 

22-S := fr7 
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No. 182 (pI. iii. fig. 57; Marsden, DCCV.). Silvw. Weight, up to 
168 grs. Common.1 Dehli. Dates observed, A.H. 695, 698, 

699, 102, 703, 704, 105, 706, 108, 709, 710, 111, 712, 713, 

714, and 715. 

Legends similar to those on the gold currency. Areas 8S usual in 

the silver money, with a broad margin on the Reverse, as follows :-

~~,~~, La ~~,J ~ W\ 1I~ y~ 

No. 133. Silver coins similar to No. 132, but struck at rL~~',J 
(DehliP) in A..R. 703, 705, 706, 108, 710,713,714. Weight, 

166 grs. 

No. 134. (Gola. B.Y. A..H.111.) Similar coins, in silver, minted 

ath,J ~ IJeogir,8 in A.H. 714. Weight, 167 grs. 

These coins are remarkable, as affording the earliest specimens 

available of the Muhammadan coinage of the lately conquered city 

of Deogir, a capital so peculiarly identified with the history of ' Ala

ud-dln.'s early rise and eventual accession to s6vereignty. 

The year 711 impressed upon one of the pieces under reView offers 

a date but little removed from the epoch of Naib KafUr's more com

prehensive SUbjection of the central Indian provinces, of which Deoglr 

then constituted the metropolis. 

1 'Ala-ud-din Muhammad SMh seems to have coined money enough for many 
futUJ:e generations, inasmuch as we find that on Timur's conquest of Dehli, in A.B. 

801, among other plunder specified" vessels of gold an~ silver, and money with
out count, on which was the impression of 'Ala-ud-din Khilji," Zafar Namah of 
Sherif-ud-din 'Ali Yezdi (A.D. 1424}.-Translation by Captain Hollings in the 
Dehli Archreological Society's Journal (1852), p. 22. 

2 Ibn Batutah, iii. 261. ~L:J~',J. 
3 Now Daulatabad, in tbe Dakhan. Lat. 19° 67', long. 70· lS'.-Hamilton'. 

Hindustau, ii. 147. The old name was Tagara. See also more full notes under 
Muhammad Tughlak's mint cities. 
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No. 135 (pI. iii. fig. 59). Silver and copper. Weight, 55'7 gra. 

Dates, 702, 703, 704, 705, 711, 712, 713, 714, 715. 

mver,,-~.~l\ J ~~\~ ~~\ I.:)W\ 

Reverse-V'r 1.:)11LJ\ ,t..:, ~ ~\ y,' 

No. 136 (pI. iii. fig. 60). Copper. Weight, 65'4 grs. Dates, 699, 

700, 701, 702, 703, 704, 705, 707, 708, 709, 710, 711. 

O~ver8e-~~' J ~~\ ~ ~~\ 1.:)11L..!\ 

{ 

Area-II.!. ~ 

.Reverse lIargin-m: ~ '14!ttQ(\, ~O 

§rth Sultdn ...4.1dvaain, 710. 

The coins, Nos. 135 and 136, are noticeable, as offering the first 

instance in the present series of the general use of Arabic numerals 

in recording dates, it having been hitherto the custom to write the 

numbers ~ the full length of their respective Semitic denominations. 

No. 137. Copper. Weight, 67 grs. 

mverse-~~\ 1.:)11L..!\ 

Rever8e-~~\J ~~\~ 

No. 138. Copper. Weight, 23 grs. 

Obvers,-It..:, ~ J~ 
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O. (Specimen) Inscription of '.A.la-ud-din Muhammad SMh, on the 

arc.hes at the Kutb. dated lOth Sha w'aI, A..Ir. '11 0.1 

.ill'~~1 t.~\4.n b~ ~ ~L C)~\~ ~ c.:.J,r=> 

J rL11 ~.,.c c)'!~t , ~~\'1.c ~}~\ r}\ ~~ ~,.a.S:l\ 

"~\ ~\ ~)\ -¥~ ~\.Ql\ ~W\ J d)..J\? ~l",J\ 

~r·n.r-"\..r:\j i;l$.l\ ~ JIj J.l:L C)U:J.-\\ rt!. ~ 

c.:.JJ~ ~, ~~ J ~ c.:.J~ ~\a~ d.L. .ill, ~ 
~Y'} 

~ir !\!l~iv~ us the following account of the edifices 
erected and repaired by the Sultan' Ala-ud-dln :-

"The Sultan determined upon adding to and completing the 
lIasjid Jam'i of Shams-ud-din, C by building beyond the three old 
gates and courts a fourth, with lofty pillars,' 'and upon the surface 
of the stones he engraved the verses of the ~urin in such a manner 
as could not be done even on wood; ascending so high that you 
would think the ~uran was going up to heaven, and. ~ooai.n descend
ing, in another line, so low that you would think it was coming 
down from heaven. When the whole work was complete from top 
to bottom, he built other masjids in the city, so strong that if the 
nine-vaulted and thousand-eyed heavens were to fall, as they will, 
in the universe-quake, on the day of resurrection, an arch of them 
would not be broken. He also repaired the old masjids, of which 
the walls were broken, or inclining, or of which the roof and domes 
had fallen. He then resolved to make a pair to the lofty minar of 
the JIima.'i lIasjid, which xninar was then the single celebrated one 
of the time, and to raise it so high that it could not be exceeded. 
He first directed that the area of the square before the masjid should 
be increased, that their might be ample room for the followers of 
Islam. He ordered the circumference of the new minar to be made 

1 See Vignette, p. 156, '"PTa i and Syud Ahmad's work, pp. 21, 27, 68, etc. 
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double that of the old one, and to make it higher in the same pro
portion, and directed that a new casing and cupola should be added 
to the old one.' The stones were dug out from the hills, and the 
temples of the infidels were demolished to furnish a supply. He 
also ordered repairs to be made to all the otber masjids and forts 
throughout the kingdom. As tbe tank: of Shams-ud-din was occa
sionally dry, 'AJa-ud-dln cleaned it out and repaired it, and erected 
8 dome in the middle of it."-Elliot's Historians. 

Further accounts of Ala-ud-din's completion of the city of 

Sid are to be found in Zia Barni; Journal As. Soc. Bengal, 

1870, p. 22; and notices of the buildings at Dehli are also 

given in Mir Khusru's other work, the ~ira.n us S'adain, 

Lucknow edition, p. 22, et seq. 

In speaking of the Mosque (at the Kutb) Ibn Batutah 

states-
H L'emplacement de cette mosquee etait un boud-kMnab, c'est

a dire un temple d'idoles; mais, apres la conquete de DibIy, il fut 
convertie en mosqaee. Dans la COUl" septentrionale de la mosquee, 
se trouve Ie minaret, qui n'a pas son pareil dans toutes les contrees 
musulmanes . . . Ie Sultan Kothb eddin [read' Ala-ud-din] voulut 
hatir, dana 18 cour occidentale, un minaret encore plus grand; il 
en construisit environ Ie tiers, et monrnt avant de l' avoir acheve • . 
Ie Sultan Kothb ['Ala] eddin avait forme aussi Ie projet de hatir 
une mosquee cathedrale a Siry, sumomme Ie sejour du Khalifat 
(.t;lsl).J); mais il n'en termina que Ie mur faisant face a. la 
Mecque, et Ie mihrab."-Paris edition, iii. 152. 

COINS OF THE MOGHUL INVADERS. 

As the leading object of those human locusts, the 

M?ghuls, in their expeditions over the more civilized divi

sions of Asia, was mere plunder,l it was seldom that they left 

1 Banar's Memoirs (Erskine), 69. 
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any record of their raids over the devoted lands beyond the 
devastation which marked their track. In the case ofXhwajah 
Kutlugh, however, who pushed his forces up to the walls of 
Dehli, in 697-8 A.H.,l to be defeated ignominiously at last by 
Ala-ud-din Muhammad Sha.h, the horde over which he ruled 
seem. to have contemplated a more permanent occupancy of 
Southern soil, and to have established temporary head-quar
ters at Ghazni: here, and in less permanent camps, they·put 
forth copper money, of which the following are specimens. 
In addition to these coins, with Persian legends, there are 
others of similar type and fabric, bearing Mongol characters, 
amid which the name of Argun8 (A.H. 683-690» can be dis
tinguished, and which associate themselves. with the former 
currency by similarly placed Tamghas, in the form of crude 

outlines oflt?, and more directly with India, in the use of a 
coarse type of Devanagari letters on the margin. 

No. 139. Copper. (My cabinet.) GkaznJ. 

'--' . . ~ 

.' &, . .r .l./ 

Small circular centre. 

Sao 
Hargin-

'~''> ~ r~ d.... 

1 Ferishtah, Briggs, i 329; Zia-i-Barni, p. 259, Calcutta text; J .A.S. Bengal, 
1869, p. 199. a.nd 1870, p. 43; D'Ohsson, ii. 620; Price, ii. 616; De Guignes, 
iii. 270; Elphinstone's India, 391. A plan of 'Alfl.-ud-din's intrenchment, on the 
occasion of 'furghi's investment of Dehli. in A.H. 703, is engraved, in illustration 
of Mr. Campbell's article, in the Jour. As. Soc. Bengal, 1866, p. 217. 

a Arglin, who held Persia and the proximate lands, is spoken of by Marco 
Polo at "King of India," cap. i. § D. 

a A. Tibetan ao = ~ thA. 

I The Bombay lithographed edition of WtuldJ gives the correct pronunciation 
~, ~~~l 

oltha name as 1; ~ b'J~ A;;~. The father's name is properly])ud. 
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No. 140. Copper. (Col Stacey's collection. Museum ot the 

Asiatic Society of Bengal.) 

Small circular centre. 

FIFTEENTH KING (A.H. 715; A.D, 1315). 

The Eunuch Malik Naib K8.fur, the Hazar Dinan of early 

days, when that sum had been recently paid for him, whom we 

have seen perfidiously watching the failing streng\h, if not 

accelerating the end of ' AIa-ud-din, now proceeded to carry 

out his schemes with less reserve; setting aside unhesitatingly 

those who were fit to reign, even to the exclusion of the 

publicly installed heir Khizr Khan, 1 he selected as his puppet 

1 This young prince's name is held in pleasant remembrance in the land in 
connexion with one of the few bits of sentiment the age has left on record. At a 

time when the rnde Turks had given place to the more assimilatin Khiljis, who 
were slowly domesticating themselves in their new home, and in their bolder raids 
into the dE'pths of the south imperceptibly becoming Indianized, discovering in 
their progress that there existed a very archaic local nobility, whose cbivalry they 
might well admire, they were led to seek for alliances with the daughters of these 
ancient houses. In the present instance, a damsel of gentle blood and great 
repute for beauty, the daughter of the Raja of Guzerat, named lJewal lJlvI, on 
whose behalf armies had already been set in motion, was captured, by hazard. 
with all her escort and conveyed to Dehli, where her own mother, KilwuUd lJevt, 
by a similar chance, was found established as the favoured wife in the Imperial 
Palace. In such proximity no wonder that the young heir apparent appreciated 
her charms, and was finally permitted to marry her in all form. The tale of their 
loves has been made the subject of a Persian poem, of 4,200 verses, the produce 
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a child, who was placed on the throne under the title of 
Shahab-ud-din 'Umar. Affairs seemed to be promising for 
the hero of so many southern campaigns, who had brought 
more plunder into the imperial treasury than even his 
most acquisitive master, when his own career was unex
pectedly brought to a close by the swords of some PaJks,l 
thirty-seven days after the death of 'Ala-ud-din. In the 
meantime, as the rightful successor had been deprived of 
sight by K8.fu.r, another brother of seventeen, by name 
Mubarak, was placed in the position of Regent for the 
youthful Sultan; but he did not long delay the almost in
evitable consummation ot a transfer of the crown to his own 
brow, and 'Umar's capacity to reign was determined for ever 
by the destruction of his eyes in his prison at Gwalior. 

No. 141 (pl. iii. fig. 63). Silver and copper. Weight, 04'5 grs. 

Very rare. A..H. 71..&. 

~\ ,) hi !! • .J\ 

..w\ ,-,'."- ~ . -e- \ 

of the prolific pen of Mir KhUSl'll (716 A.H.), entitled JJ~ j C.I \>. # ~ 
~!.J "The Story of Khizr Khfln and Dewal Rflni" (Sprenger's Catalogue of 

Oud.e MSS. p. 470). The interest in her tale is, however, sadly shaken by her 
aftel' fate-the penalty of her beauty-aa the enforced wife of two succeeding 
Sultfms, one the brother and murderer of her husband, the other the foul Pariah, 
the Usurper, Khusru, against whom her proud Rfljp6t blood must, indeed, have . 
risen. 

I Hindlistflni Local Infantry, The Pyk, of our early wars, and Militia, later 
in the day, in Cuttack. 

12 
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SIXTEENTH KING (A.H. 716-720; A.D.1316-1320)l 

Of all the dangers that beset an Eastern throne, in lati
tudes like Dehli, none are more fatal to youthful monarchs 
than the free license of indulgence inseparable from despot
ism. In a country where morals were confessedly lax, and 
sensualism was elevated into a study, if not a science; where 
the enforced idleness of the mid-day hours was eminently 
suggestive to southern blood, nurtured under a religion which 
demanded but few denials, and where kings, in their degree, 
claimed to be khalifs; no wonder that these spiritual supe
riors sought to anticipate the imagined rewards of the Turk's I 
paradise,i aInid the living Houries of the lower world. These,' 
and the coarser vices which descended to odious practices 
and obscene outrages upon decency, may well be left for us , 
behind the screen of the walls of an Eastern Harem. It 
is sufficient to say that while the Sultan occupied himself 
with every variety of degrading debauchery, all power in the 
State was surrendered to a Hindu, who had been elevated, in 
the first act of the reign, to the style and title of KkusrIJ 

1 Zift. Barni dates the accession of Kutb-ud-din MubfU'ak in .LII. 717 (text, 
p. 381), but the Editors, very properly, correct this on the authority of lHr 
Khusru's work, the ..L....llloi into 716. The Tartkh MuMrak BMlhi lUes the date, J-.,. , 
with apparent precision, to the 20th Maharram, 716 A.H. The TabakU Akbari, 
Budaoni, and Ferishtah, all follow Zift. Bam'. error. 

t Cap. LV. "llCfJeai«l at Mecca. They shall repose on couches, the linings 
whereof ,hall6e of thick silk, etc. • • • Therein [in the garden of heaTen] ,Aall 
recelqe them 6eauteoul damul., refraining their eyes from lJeMlding an1llJelidu 
their 1IjJOtI8e1: whom no man shall have deflowered before them. • • Therein,luUl 
6, agreeable and beauteous dal'llllla: having fine black eyes, MIll kept in pavilions 
from public view. Whom no man shall have deflowered, before their destined 
'POWel, nor auy genius [iinn]."-Cap. LVI. "Reveai«l at Mecca. And t/ur, ,WI 
accompany tAem fair damsels having large black eyes, resembling pearls hidden .It 
tlIeir '~1Z,: as a reward for that which they shall have wrought •• and tAtg ,Aa/l 
repo" themaelvel on lofty beds. Verily we have created tM tla""ell of parailill by 
a peculiar creation ••• for tM delight of the companions of the right hand."
Sale's Koran, edit. 1764. See also cap. 77. 
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KM,n, and who imitated. and emulated. both the successes 

of K8.flir in the south, and his mastery over the reigning 

monarch, till, in the end, he personally superintended the 
murder of his patron, within the private apartments of the 

palace, and, amid an indiscriminate slaughter of all possible 
adherents of the old Muhammadan dynasty, ascended the 

steps of the newly vacated. throne. 

The public incidents of the reign are comparatively unim

portant. No Mughals harassed the soil, no famines afIlicted 
the people, but the quiet and prosperity of the land, reflected 

in the luxury of the capital, excites the regrets of the con

temporary historian, who pathetically adverts to the enhanced 

price of slaves of all degrees and denominations, and the in
convenient average advance of 25 per cent. upon the rates 
of provisions previously established by royal edict. 

Euto-utl-tlzn HuDdral& SMA. 
No_ 142_ Gold. Weight, 169-5 grs. Colonel Guthrie's collection_ 

SfJ.Uf.W' piece. KutDdlJdl, A..X. 71.d, 719, 720. 

Square area. 

cr.' ~, \, \ ~J\ 
~i\ 1,;)\ \, ' .. J\ 

~y.' ft"" cill ~ 

Margin

Entire surface. 

r 

~~ ~ ~W ~ ~ ~~,~ ~ ~\ I~ y.? 
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Only three specimens in gold are known-Froohn. Num. Xuf'. 
p. 81, pI. m., A..lI:. 720; Sir T. Metcalf's collection, A..lI:. 719; 
Prinsep's collection, Bol!. 

This coin presents us with the name of a new place of mintage. 
We have no direct means of ascertaining the locality indicated by 
the designation of Kutbdbdtl. This, however, is the less a subject 
of regret, as there seems good reason to suppose that the term was 
only momentarily applied to that portion of the many-citied Dehli, 
which had the honour of constituting the immediate residence ot 
Mubarak SMh. 

No. 143 (pl. iii. fig. 64). Weight, 170 grs. 
Oircular 1,,8c6. DElILI, A..lI:. 716, 717. 

C)L.;Jt J~1 ~~1 C)\ \, \" 1\ 

J""U iil\.SJ\ ~ ~~\ J ~~,~ 

~,.J\ .r-:-' )~~ ~\ .Y-' 

Margin-

~~ J ~ t::""' A:... ~ ~.J ~ W1 ,..u '-:-1.;6 

No. 144. Silver. Circular piece. Dar "1 Klu1dJae, A..lI:.717. 
Legends similar to those on the square piece ot 718, No. 145, infra. 

No. 145 (pI. iii. fig. 65). Silver. Weight, 169 grs. 
SfJ'UOII'6 piece. Dar "1 KMla/at, A..lI:. nC,719. 

Area. 

~'C)\ \, \;"J1 

~'i\ L:)\ \" .. n 

~.rl'~' ~~ 

Hargin-

• -J ~ 1 ..::., Li.J.>. 
~ .'.J-

~~\J~~t~ 

~~ J ~ C)W 1:- ...; iil.5J\ },J ~ A-l\ i..u Y~ 
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No. 146. New variety. Silver. Weight, 168 grs. Col. Guthrie. 

Spar. pi«4. J)dr ul KAildfat, A..B:. 717 • 

.Area. 

C)LhWla~~ 

~,,1 C)U:L..!1 cr.1 

~r1'.r--' ~~ 
Jlargift-

~~ J P ~ L .j ~LiJ!J'''' !; ~=<: W\ I~ Y~ 

Whatever' Al8.-ud-wn's designs in regard to new systems 

ot religion lIlJ1y have amolIDted to, it remained to his son to 

disavow entirely the spiritual supremacy of all other Khalifs 
and successors of Khalifs, and to appropriate that title to 
himself. This is evidenced in coins, Nos. 142, 144, 145, 146, 

which display a simultaneous change from the comparatively 

humble epithet of cc Right hand of the Khalifat," etc., in 
conjunction with the marginal record of cc Struck at the 

capi~ De~" to be found on the early coinage of the 
reign (No. 143), to the assumption of the style and title of 

"The most mighty Imam, Commander of the Faithful," as 

introductory to his own self-assumed sacerdotal designation 

of AI Wasik Billah, accompanied by a marginal legend, 

showing that Dehli in this change had arrived at the honours 

of a second Baghdad. 

This arrogation of hierarchical honours is still more clearly 
developed on the legends of the coins of the year 718, 

wherein Yubarak calls himself cc Supreme Pontiff," cc Khali

faA ot the God of heaven. and earth." So that while this 
eccentric young man was parading himself in female costume, 

to the scandal of all beholders, when the fit was on him; at 
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other moments he was devoting himselt to superintending 
the dogmas of Isla.m, and erecting mosques with a pious zeal 
worthy of a better cause and more consistent teaching. l 

No. 147. Silver and copper. Weight, 55 gra. .LlL 716. 
New variety. Unique. Yr. E. C. Bayley's collection. 

Owsr8e-~.~n J ~~\~ ~~\ ~UJ...J\ 

,RePW8e-V " ~\Y....l\ !U ~~)lW\.f.' 

No. 148. Silver and copper. Weight, 65 gra. 

A.H. 716, 717. Rare. 

OhOsr8e-~..\l' J ~..\l\~ F'\ ~UJ...J' 
.RePW8e-V " ~\Y....l\ &:I. ~\kW\ I\:S.J~ 

No. 149 (pl. iii. fig. 67). Silver and copper. Weight, 55 gra. 
A.H. 717, 718, 719, 720. 

Ohow8e-V \V ~..\l' J ~~1~ F" rL.J\ 

.RePw8e-~\kW\ &:I. ~\Y....l' !W.J~~'~' 

No. 150 (PL iii. fig. 68). Silver and copper. Weight, 55 gra. 
A.H. 717, 718. 

Obverse-V' V ~, .f.' ~..\l' J ~..\l1~ ~l-!' Y,; ~ 

.RePerle-~,..Jl~' ~~ ~1)' ~\Y....l' &:I.' ~'1W\ I%~ 

151. Silver. Weight, 55 grs. Square. A.H. 71!!, 719, 720. 

{

Square area, I:!o!..\l\ J LJ~\.......bi 
ObOW86 .. - • 

Mar' ~\ llJ..:>. o\:. ~" , gm, -.r- .f. 

RevW8I-~\h1....J\ &:I.' C) \kL.Jl I\:S)~ 

• 1 Ferishtah says he built a mosque at DOOgir, "which still remaina." -Briggs, 
~. 389. He also appears to have completed the Mq.barrah ot· Ala-wi-d.in, 'With 
Its Mosque and Madrissah, in 717 AoH.-Syud Ahmad, p. 27. 
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No: 15111. A. similar coin of mine, dated in A..H. '119, containing a 
large proportion of silver, weighs no less than 80'5 grains. 

No. 152. Silver and copper. Weight, 56 grs. 
. Square. .LH.720. 

OOtler&IJ-Same legend as No. 149. 

R8Der&~-Vr· c,t\hl...J\ ~\ c,t\hl...J\ .y~.J\.-- ~\ ~ 

No. 153 (pt iii. fig. 71). Copper. Square. Weight, 66 grs. 

06l1er8,-~J\ rLeJl 

R8t1ers~-~.l!\ , ~.l!\~ 

No. 154. Copper. Square. Weight, 338'.l'8' 

OOtler86-.y~\.-- J~ 

Rsver,,-,tjlS:l)6l ~ 

SEVENTEENTH KING (A.H. 720; A.D. 1320). 

The leading point of interest, in the historical sense, of the 
present reign, is the sudden and unanticipated re-establish

ment of Hindu supremacy and the temporary degradation of 
Muslim prestige. Had the fortuitous representative of the 
ancient faith been a man 01 higher status and less objectionable 
antecedents, the subsequent chronicles of the land might have 
had to be differently told. If' any member of the many 
royal races, who preserved their tribal integrity in defiance 
of foreign conquest, and who were already silently reassert-
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ing their place and position against the diluted nationality 
of the Imperial Court,-if any Buch had initiated or been 
commissioned to lead a crusade for the recovery of India 
for the Indians, the followers of the Prophet might, per
chance, have had to recede within the proper limits of 
Semitic Islam, now inconveniently placed behind the line 
those odious Mughals had drawn between llindlistan and the 
western. world. As it was, the unclean Pariah} the favoured 
minion of the departed king, while outraging the new creed 
he pretended to have adopted, and needlessly offending the 
one class of supporters of the throne, whom the gold of the 
Dakhan had often won before, was unable to pretend to 
association with the high cRste Hindu Rajas, whose resources 
and courage might, at this moment, have proved equal to the 
restitution of the ancient landmarks, could they but have 
accepted, as of old, a single prominent leader, to be Mahdrdja 
AdkiraJa of the scattered kingdoms and principalities which 
had latterly lost somewhat of their early facility of agglo
meration. The Muhammadan biographer of the day is almost 
pathetic in his horror of Kurans desecrated and used as seats, 
and pulpits degraded into pedestals for Hindu idols; or the 
equally grave offence, in the eyes of the faithful, of Khusru's 

1 '-:fJ~.r., ~crT'~l, "an individual of low caste, chiefly employed as village 
watchmen, gatekeepers, porters, etc. Of the three tel1ll8 for this people
'Q,mT, ~, 1f('R:, "the first is a courteous or conciliating term; the 
second is a term of reviling; the third a mere appellative without implication." 
Molesworth's Marh\hi Dictionary. " The Pnrwary is a lIindoo outcast, who eata 
flesh of all kinds, and is deemed so unclean as not to be admitted to build a house 
within the town."-Briggs, Ferishtah, i. p. 387, note. 

Captain Grant Duff, in enumerating the divisions of castes and trades of the 
normal village system in the Dakhan, speaks of the MAa,. or Dlur as the very 
lowest order of Shunkerjatee except the Mang; •••• the Mang, are not 10 in. 
telligent 88 the MAa,.,; ••• both the one and the other •• are exceedi.ng ruth,. 
in many respectB."-History olthe MahrattaB, London, 1826, p. 31. 
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t8.ki.ng to wife the Hindu Princess petcal Devi, the widow of 
the late Sultan, and the coincident distribution of other 
Muhammadan women to Idolatrous masters. Ami,d all these 
overt acts, the Usurper seems to have outwardly professed 
Islam; he styles himself N dsir-ud-din, U Defender of the 

. Faith," TVal; Amir al Mltminin; but whether he refers in 
this term. to the late Sultan or to some imaginary cc Com
mander of the Faithful," is not clear; and his titles were 
repeated in the.public prayer with as much formality as if he 
had been a most orthodox believer. 

For the rest, the incidents of his reign are soon told. We 
have the usual attempt at exterminating all the adherents of 
the late monarch, profuse distribution of gold, and no effort 
spared to attach the influential nobles of the old Court. 
Among the rest, Fakhr-ud-dln Jltnd, the son of Ghazi beg 
Tughlak, Governor of Daibalplir, who chanced to have re
mained in Dehli, seems to have been either bought over or 
intimidated, until he had an opportunity of escaping and 
joining his father, who, suppo~ted by the Governor of 11 ehh, 
defeated the army of Dehli sent against him, and finally 
advancing upon the capital, secured an easy victoxy over 
the forces of Khusru, who fled ignominiously from the field 
only to be dragged out of his place of concealment and 
beheaded.l • 

No. 155 (pl. iii. fig. 13). Silver. Weight, 145 grs. UniqU8. A.H.720. 

(Original coin, in the Stacy collection, Asiatic Society of Bengal.) 

Coarsely finished piece, in apparently inferior metal. 

1 The Tankh Mubarak. Shill fixes the date of Khusru's accession 88 6th of 
Rabi 'ul awwal, .\oK. 721, and assigns him a reign of four months and some days. 
The exact date of his execution is not given, but Tughlak Sh~ is stated to have 
been enthroned early in Shabfl.n, 721 A.B. Ferishtah has the 1st Shaban. 
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Centre. 

~t1L •• n ~~ J.r> 

~)1~vJ~\ 

~rl'.r---' JJ 
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~ J\ &.:)Lb.J.-J\ 

~~\J ~~\r\; 

) \!,. l\ ~\ 

No. 156 (pI. iii. fig. 74). Silver and copper. Weight, 65'7 gr •• 
Rare. 

Centre. 

I~Jr> 

Margin-

~ ... rl' ~ ... \ ~J ~\W.-I\ 

~\ (;)\ \, \" \\ 

w..u\ \; ~ .. .r I 

~ .... --l! tl-J~ 

EIGBTEE~,TB KING (A.H. 720-725; A.D. 1320-1325). 

Ghcizi Beg Tughlak, by birth a Karauniah Turk,l from a 
very humble start in life, was· glad to take service as a pri

vate soldier under Ulugh Khan, the brother of ' Ala-ud-dln 

1 ~;:;. Ibn Batntah, iii. p. 201: .. Turcs coDllUI 80UI Ie nom EIWQ()fHI4A, et 
lui habitent dans les montagnes sitnees entre Ie Bind et Ie pays des Tlll'CI." 
3ee also Lee, p. 125. Marco Polo'. account of thia tribe is that their Tartar 
lires followed Nagodar, the nephew of Zagatai, and aettled in these parts, "these 
)eing men of a light complexion. mixing with the dark Indian women, pro
lneed the race to Whom the appellation of E{wflulUU is given, signifying, in tbe 
anguage of the country. a mixed breed; and these are the people who have ainci 
leen in the practice of committing depredations not only in the country of Reo. 
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Klillji; his courage and capacitYt however, speedily won him 
a general's baton, and we:find him promoted in the early 
days of Kutb-ud-din MuMrak to the important frontier 
command of Daibalpur, as Lord of the Marches destined to 

• 
receive the first shock of the dreaded Mughals. From this 
position, his victorious advance upon Dehli, and:final defeat 
of Khusru, left him almost without a competitor for the 
vacant throne, which, with some possibly feigned reserve, 
he was :finally induced. to accept. His rule was inaugtP'ated 
by wise regulations, tending to the relief and well-being of 
the cultivators of the soil, whose importance in the body 
politic was now beginning to dawn upon the Muslim mind; 
indeed, the Hindu subjects were gradually reasserting their 
proper position in the social scale, in. defiance of the pre· 
judices of their now partially naturalized foreign rulers. 
This, however, did not in any way interfere with the habitual I 
raids to the south, which seem to have been looked upon as a . 
necessary departmental section of the administration of the 
empire. The heir apparent, Fakhr-ud-din Juna, now de
signated as mugn Kluin, was entrusted with this command, 
the Military Viceroyalty of the Dakhan, and started for 
Warangol on his first expedition in A.H. 721. Almost his 
earliest thoughts in this independent position .savoured of 

barbe (Rudbar) but in every other country to which they have access." Marsden 
(1818), pp. 87, 90; Bohn's edition, p. 60; D'Ohsson, iv. 46; OUBeIey, Oriental 
Geography, p. 140; Sherif-ud-dtn's Timur Bee, c. xlv.; Pottinger, pp. 68, 139 j 
Ferrier, Caravan Journeys, 1857, pp. 413,431. 

Shams-i-Sirflj 'AM mentions in his Tfl.rikh Fin1z SUM that he has given a 
full account of the parentage of Tughlak Shfl.h in his Manflkib-i-Sultfln Tl,tghlak. 
No copies oUMs work have been discovered.-Elliot's Historians, iii. p •• 271. 

The Khulfl,at al Tawflrikh speaks of a tradition that his mother was a J a~i of 

the Punjab. ~~ ~~ ~l.~ j\ (,;$ ~~ ~~j..:..(; \:.Itl:J-)~ 

~.Y. ,-:.A~~ ~ (>~ j\ J\ ;~l. J ~~.ll\ 
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treason to his sire.! Warangol was invested, and on the 
point of surrendering, when certain parties to the immature 
conspiracy lost heart and separated themselves from the 
Muhammadan camp, which left illugh Khan no rcsqurce 
but a hasty and calamitous retreat to Deogir, from whence 
he succeeded in effectually blinding his father as to his real 
designs, by supplying him with a sufficient numbcr of minor 
victims for his vengeance. The second invasion of the south 
was more successful, Bidr and Warangol were captured, and 
Laddar Deo, with his elephants and treasures, wives and 
children, was sent to the Sultan at Dehli, and the Hindu 
name of Warangol was obliterated for a short period in the 
new designation of Sultanpur. 

In 724 A.H. the Sultan proceeded in person to Bengal, 
where he received the submission of Shahab-ud-din Bughrah 

Bluth," and carried the turbulent Bahadur Shah, King of 

1 This is Ibn Batutah's account (iii. 208). Zii Barni veils the damaging fact 
under general details. 

2 I have already ad'\"erted to Zii Bam'. mistakes in regard to the individual 
monarch then reigning in Bengal: the original error may very well have arisen 
from the similarity of the names of the grandfather and grandson. I append, 
without further comment, the passage in question as translated by Professor 
Dowson: "When the Sultan reached Tirhut, the ruler 01 Lakhnauti, Sultful 
Nasir-ud-din, clme forth with great respect to pay homage to the Sultful j and 
without the sword being called into requisition, all the RdU and &1n(U of the 
country made their submission. Tatar Khan, foster-son (pilar. khwdnda) of the 
Sultan, held the territory of Zafarabad j and a force having been assigned to him, 
he brought the whole country under the imperial rule. Bahadur Shah, the ruler 
of Sunar-ganw made some resistance; but a cord was thrown upon his neck, and 
he was conducted to the Sultan. .All the elephants of the country were lent to 
the royal lltables, and the army acquired great spoil in the campaign. Snltan 
Nasir-ud-din had shown great respect and submission, so the Sultan gave him a 
canopy and a baton, sent him back, and placed Lakhnanti under his rule. 
Bahadur Shah, the ruler of Sunar-ginw, was I8Dt to Dehli with a rope round hll 
neck, and the Sultan returned towards his capital triumphant. • • ." -Elliot'. 
Historians, iii. 234. 
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Eastern Bengal, captive to Dehli. On setting out upon 
~his expedition to Bengal, the Sultan had infatuatedly in
stalled ffiugh Khan as Viceroy at Dehli. The latter waited 
for his long sought opportunity, till his father's return in 
triumph to the capital, when he advaI).ced to meet him in 
equal state and ceremony the conventional one stage on the 
way. Having erected a pavilion for his reception, cunningly 
devised to fall and crush its occupants, the Sultan and his 
favourite son fell easy victims to the trap, whose mechanism 
too effectually fulfilled its mission.l 

No. 157. Pale gold. Weight, 172'4 grs. n.M. A coarse coin. 

OWerBB-p\ y.\ d..ll\ J ~.ll\ t..!.>~ L:!j\i1\ ~~\ 
The Sultan, the GMzi, Ghilis ud dunya wa ud dln . 

AbU-l Muzaffar. 

Rsver88-.A.rea~ ~,.J'r-"\.r\.i ~lSJ\ ~ r..jW\).x.L, 
The Second Alexander, right-hand of the KhUafat, 

supporter of the Commander of the Faithful. 

Hargin- • • • • • n .y~ '-:oJ/" 

This is, perhaps, the most curious hybrid piece in the entire 
series, exemplifying, as it does, the extreme haste resorted to in the 
preparation and issue of coin on the accession of a new king. In 
this instance there was less need of such secondary demonstration, 
as the elevation of Tughlak Shah was virtually unopposed; and yet 
we see the State officials so precipitating the Numismatic proclama
tion of their chosen Sovereign as to put forth money with his name 
on the obverse, coupled with the incongruous titles of a former 
Sultan, one of whose obsolete reverse stamps has been made to do 
duty, on the urgency of the moment, while an appropriate die was 
in course of completion, which should set forth consistently the 

1 Zifl. :Ba:nrlsuppresses the fact of the intention, but Ibn Batutah is frank and 
outspoken on the subject. 
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titular designations approved of by the reigning monarch, which 
clearly followed, in their pious tenour, a 'Very different order of ideas, 
to the vain-glorious boasts of resuscitated Alexanders or other arro
gant assumptions of Pontifical precedence. 

No. 158. Gold. Weight, 170·2 grains. Very rarc. 
A..B:. 721. 

Ohver8e-~.l!\ J ~~\ I.!J~ 1oJ)\;l\ ~\ ~\ ~\hL.J\ 
The Sultan, the fortunate, the testifier, the GhAz!, 

Ghias ud dunya wa ud dln. 

Reve"e-Area, vrt ~~.J. ~, )o,i' ~l.UW ..I~' J!\ 
AbU-! Muzaffar Tughlak Shah. Yay God illumine 

his testimony. 721. 

Mar!l'n-~~J ci~ •.. ~,~~ Y.r/' 

No. 159. GOLD. Weight, 168·8 grs. DElrLJ, A.B:. 721,724,725. 

Circular area. 

~\..:a tJ \ W 

r\.i ~LkW\ 

~rl\.r-"\ 
Hargin-

Square area. 

....;)\;l\ ~t ,,\ !\ 

~.l!\J ~.l!\ ~~ 

.; 1,:,. " J-!' 

~l..K:-' J ~~ J 1oJ..b.\ ct:.... ~ ~J ;~ AW\ ~~ Y.r/' 

No. 160. Silver. Weight, 170·2 grs. Rare. Deoglr, A.B:. 721. 
Area. 

~L.:. ~ 

~'W ~U:W, 

~".J\ .r-e' 
Jfargin-

~jli.....J' ~11W\ 

~.l~J~~'~~ 

~~ J ~~ ~..b.' ~...j ..rty,.J ~ ~\ IoU Y~ 
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No. 161 (pI. iii. .fig. 78). Silver. Weight, 170 grs. (Several 
specimens range as high as 169·8 grs.). Rare ... Similar coin 
to No. 160, but struck at Dehli in A..R. 722, 723, 7114. 

Margin-

~~J ~~ J ~J' ~..;~.) ~~, Iflrb Y~ 

No. 162. Silver. Weight, 162 grs. Colonel Guthrie. 

A. Bengal coin. 

Following the ordinary details of the Imperial mintages, but 
marked both in shape, weight and fashion of the letters in its 
identity with the provincial coinage. The marginal records are 
obliterated, but there can be little hesitation in associating these 
pieces with Tughlak Shah's expedition to Bengal. 

No. 163 (pl. iii. fig. 79). Silver and copper. Weight, 54 grs. 
A..R. 720, 721. 

OW8r8~Vr· ci~'J ~~I &.!.)~ ,,:!j~\ J.kJ\ 
1l8fJ8r86-Area, aU (.,.$ 

Margin-1ft: ~ ~~. ~r£h sultan Gydsudln. 

No. 164 (pl. iii. fig. 80). Silver and copper. Weight, 55 grs. 
Dates observed, A..R. 720, 721, 722, 723, 724, 725.1 

ObV8r86-~.ll\ J ~.ll\ &.!.)~ ~j~\ 1:JU::aL..J\ 

1l8fJW86-~W\ If~ ~..fo.Jl y,1 

No. 165 (pI. iii. fig. 81). Copper. Weight, 53 grs. Rare. 

ObVW86-ulJu 

1l8f)W86- ~ ~ 

1 In two well ascertained instances the unit runs on to 726. Mr. Freeling 
long ago observed the on, example, and Major Stubbs·s latest selections furnish 
a second and indubitable instance oftha insertion ofa final, ::::6. I do not, how
ever, attach any importance to these crude definitions of the" which may well 
have been a mere ignorant rendering of a legitimate r =2. 
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P. Ibn Batutah has preserved a record of an inscription or 

this monarch on the Jam'i Yusjid, at Yultan, which he 

states he had hi~self seen, to the following efl'cct:-

~4 ~ "!'~ ~ ~jEi ir' ~~, ~.rJ\ ~\i J' 
~j'--l\ 

I have encountered the Tatan on twenty-nine occasion~ and defeated 

them; hence I am called Malik at Gbazi (ill. 202). 

Zia Hami has a passage much to the same efl'ect, p. 416, 

text. 

We have no extant inscriptions of tliis Sultan, but he has 

left a very imperishable memorial ot his reign in the stu

pendous Fort of Tughlakab8.d, the construction or which is 

stated by the author of the Tarikh Mub8.rak Shill to have 

occupied a period of more than three years. The site ot the 

town is prominent on the accompanying plan ot Dehll, 

situated four miles due east ot the Kutb Minar and ten 

miles south of the modern city. The fortress is built or 

enormous blocks of sandstone cut from the surrounding hills; 

and within the citadel, which is connected with the fort by 

a viaduct of twenty-seven arches, is placed the equally solid 

mausoleum of the king. The whole undertaking, however, 

proved eminently futile, as his son removed his Court to the 

old city within forty days after his accession.1 

1 Syud Ahmad's A:s6.r us Sunadeed, p. 29; Fergusson's History of .Architecture, 
ii. P. 663. 
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:BENGAL COINS. 

I have to bring up the arrears of no less than three Bengal 

kings, who flourished in undisturbed obscurity as far as im

perialism at Dehli was concerned, and to resume the thread 

of the local history, severed for the time being, with the reign 

of 'AJa.-ud-din (p. 154). 

II. SHAMS-UD-DrN FfRUZ • . 
We gather from Ibn Batutah's chronicle, already quoted at 

page 146, that Shams-ud-din Flrliz, the son of Nasir-ud-din 

Mahmud Bugkrd KJuln, was reigning in Western Bengal 

at the period of Muhammad bin TughIak's abortive revolt 

against his own father in 721-2 A.H. To his Court fled many 

of those faint-hearted nobles who hesitated to carry out their 

treason in the face of real or imaginary difficulties. Beyond 

this we learn but little of his power, or the prominent events 
I 

of his reign; indeed, his coins alone establish the fact of his 

possession of Lakhnauti during the period embraced between 

the years 702-722, and (at some moment) of his ownership 

of the Eastern Province of Bengal represented by the mint 

of Sonargaon. A subordinate incident is developed in the 

legends of the coins, that he felt himself sufficiently firm in 

his own power to discard the supererogatory adjuncts of de

scent or relationship, and relied upon the simple affirmation 

of his own position as ti,e Sultan L:)Wl. 
13 
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Sllam.·wl-du. .Ftrl&s SMA. 

No. 166 (pI. vi. fig. 3). Silver .. Weight, 168'4 gn. 

Lakhnauti, A.II. 702,' 715, (Col Bush) 720, 722. 

REvnsJ:. 

r' . ..~\ 

r <: • - " J\ 

OBVDU. 

~-cl\ I,;}' \, \ . 1\ 

cr.~' , \:.i~\ ~ 
It:. jJr-i p.J\ .H' 

I,;}' \., " 
.Margin-[~~] J ~~ k- ..ji4J c.:J~ U\~ y.,ri 

No. 167. Silver. Weight, 168 grs. Unique. 

Sonargaon, A.lI.? Type as above. 

m. SHAHKB-UD·DrN IJUGJIlU.H SlUlI. 

Neither history, incidental biography, nor numismatic re

mains avail to do more than prove the elevation, as they 
seem to indicate the brief and uneventful rule, or Shahab
ud-din, the son or Shams-ud-din Finiz, and grandson or the 

once recognized heir apparent ot Balban. 
The singularly limited number ot the coins ot this prince, 

confined-if the original Calcutta selections be not at fault'-

1 See also PatMn Sultfuls of HindWiUn, old editicm, P. 37, coin dated 702.L"H. 
This coin was fust publiahed in 1848. I then read the date .. 702 A.B. I" .. 
not at the time unversed in the decipherment of Arabie numbeD, and probably 
from the very difficulty ot placing the piece itself, I may the more rely tipOD the 
IlCC11r1IeJ or my original interpretatiOD. I mention this fact, .. I am a& preae1I& 
unable to refer to the coin it&elt 

I The name of this king does not appear in any of the 1iata contributed by 
BaM Rajendra L6J, who 'W88 commissioned to make a lclecti01l of the more 
remarkable coins from the grand total above named. 
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to three examples amid the 13,500 accumulated specimens of 
the currencies of other kings of the land over which he tem
porarily held sway, sufficiently mark his status in the general 
list of the potentates of the century in which he lived.. No 
date or place of mintage is preserved on his ex~t money, 
and the single additional item supplied by their aid is his 
personal or proper name, which appears on their surfaces as 

I~; a crude outline which might suggest a doubt as to the 

conclusiveness of the transcription of lfi, now confidently 
adopted as expressing an optional rendering of the grand

father's title of c)\:;...~,l a name which was even further dis
torted. from the TUrki original by the conversion of the 

medialJ r into the v~macular cerebral 'i' or ~=t!. For the 
rest, the pieces themselves, under the mechanical test, in 
their make, the forms of their letters, and the tenour of their 
legends, evidently follow closely upon Shams-ud-din's mint
ages, and as clearly precede the money of the same locality, 
issued by Ghias-ud-din Baluidur Shdh, who, in 724 A.H., 

drove this, his own brother, Shahab-ud-din, to take refuge 
with the Sultan, Ghi5.s-ud-din Tughlak Shah. Bahadur's 
career has yet to be told in connexion with his own coins ; 
but to dispose of Shahab-ud-din,11 as far as the exercise of his 

I The ancient name ot C)\:;....!fo. '[. \i:.b ot HokMm notoriety in 350 A.ll. 

(Fnebn Recensio Num.oru.m Mubammadanorum, pp. 139, 693, (78), was sub

jected to strange mutations on Indian soil. My authority tor the substitution at 
the final i in place of the TOWel, is derived from Ibn Batntah, who uniformly 

writes the word with an i [ill. 231-5, 293). Ferishtah (test, p. 131) has '.£J 
..J' , 

whence Stewart's Bagor/J (p. 74). Dow gave the name as Kera, and Briggs as 

KtIrr/J [L pp. 26li, 270, etc.). 

I Those who delight in interesting coincidences might see, in this name of 
ShaMb-ud-dln, a most tempting opportunity fol' associating him with a really 
important record by the Indig~nes themselYes, inscnbed on a stone Blab in the 
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mint prerogatives are concerned, he seems to have abdicated 
any such rights from the date when he claimed the aid ot his 

fort of Chunu, letting forth their victory over a "Malik" ShahAb-ud-din, 
quoted as acting under Muhammad bin Tughlak, in Samvat 1390 (4.H. 734); 
but I confess I do Dot myself encourage the identification. Chunfir it certainly 

not Ollt of the range of access from Bengal; but other men of mark may han 
fiIled this command, and the name of the fortress itself it nenr heard of in reo 

ference to the affairs of the kingdom of Lakhnauti, in tbose early daYII, though 
the main road of communication between the two capitat. of the north and the 

Muth took its course through Badfl.on or Kanauj andJaunpore. The inscription 
is ot1rerwise well worthy of further examination, in as far 811 it concerna the hiitory 

of imperial influence upon proximate localities; and 811 luch I tranacribe both the 
text and Dr. Mills's translation of ihe brief passages which chance to il1UBtrate 

the general subject. 
Verse 6: ij, I Ci(Vill rf(§;l!ltil (lq1liif(i1'U1C(f I 

ttt"rQlT fu[f\!n"~]rnn ~1Il1flr l!iqlf.tr\l: D 
"By MUH.uolAD, lord of the hostile Yavanas SH~H.b·UD-Dfx and the rest, 

though an enemy, was S~milA, the -treasure of benignity, employed as prime 
minister." 

Veree1l: 

~~ q~~o lll!(qr~ '4 ~ ~~~qi'jll( 
\t(faHu{f'!lC(iij'ICi(C(~'f(lf a 

"Samvat 1890, in the month of Bhadra, fifth day -of the waning moon, 011 

Thursday, was the kingdom set free from M.u.nr. SlIAH.b.uD-Dix, acting under 
the protecting favour of S.\IJllI.&. DEY.&. aforesaid.If 

-(See Journal As. Soc. Bengal, vol. v., 1836, p. au.) 
There were several SAahdlJ.utl-dinl, men of prominence in these days. Among 

the rest r.!$lJ\ ~~ d.1.kL ~ol!l y~ ~ at the Court of Tnghlak 

SMh (Zifl Barni, text, p. 424). Subsequently described 88 ~ C)~.rU 

d\kL, Idol!' y~ (p. 454) in the official lists ofMnhammad bin Tughlak'. 

nobles, and mentioned by Ferishtah as having been invested with the Jdgw of 
NCtsfui (text, i. p. 238; Briggs, i. p.412). l!I7/.&dri, if it is eorrectly placed in 
;3' 1'-21" 0', would I!CBrce1y, however, associate his scene of action with Chunu 
(83°_25' ii'). Later in point ot time, there was a ShaMb-nd-din, Multdni, who 
was entitled Naarat Khdn, and entrusted with the charge of Bidr in.&..1l. 742 
(Ferishtah, i. 424), and who very shortly rebelled against his lord (Elliot'. 
Historians, iii. 247). 
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suzera.m; and though Zia Bami 1 affirms that he was event

ually reinstated in his dominion, it is not clear under what 

terms and conditions he was permitted to hold his delegated 

rank. 

SluWl~-ud-din BugA,.d 8M". 

No. 168 (pl. vi .. fig. 4). Silver. Weight, 168·5 grs. 

:Mint (illegible). Two coins only, Col. Guthrie. 

OBVERSE. 

~.s:~' ~, k \ .. 1\ 

~~'J~~'~ 

al!a a~~l y.f 

c.:r\Y..., cd C) lkW \ 

Type as usual. 

• -... ...!\ 

Margin, (remainder illegible) --11~ Y;# 

IV. BAHKDUR SIlKB. 

The single point in the biography of Bahadur Shah which 

temains at all obscure is the date of his first attaining power. 

Ibn Batutah records, with sufficient distinctness, that ne con-

~~)J.) J.,r;-- •• 'J t,.jf4J ~\..; cr-~\ [Y~Jr\j C)U::L J 1 

jlS'.JL.w Ji~ , ",l::..,.J j~ J "'r.;i ...:-1'.,- J~ t.}i-IJ J "'\.) 

Calcutta text, p. 461. ~ ~ L; 

,",~L., ~t..; ~~ 6"'\'" r;-- ~~~1 [y~] .l""U )l!a ~ J 

); J its'}:...t ~b--r. J ~'''' JjA ~\k:~ ~ ...;~ 
Ferishtah, Bombay text, p. 234. "'J ~) J 4 ell ~ 

Briggs's version differs materially from the original text (i. 406). 
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. quered and set aside his regnant brother Shabab-ud-din, at 
some time prior to Ghias-ud-din Tughlak's reassertion of the 
ancient suzerainty of Debli over the lightly-held' allegiance 

of Bengal, and his eventual carrying away captive the 
offending Bahadur, who was, however, soon to be released 

and restored with added honours,' by Muhammad bin 
Tugblak, shortly after his own accession. Indian home
authors, who so rarely refer to the affai:ts of the Gangetic 
delta, give vague intimations of the first appointment of 
Bahadur to Eastern Bengal by , Ala-ud-din Muhammad in 
A.H. 709,9 assigning to him an inconceivable interval of placid 
repose until A.H. 717, when he is stated to have broken out 
into the turbulent self-assertion for which he was afterwards 
so celebrated. But, as we have seen how manifestly wrong 
the Court chroniclers were in the matter of Nasir-ud-din's 
prolonged reign, we may freely accept Ibn Batutah's state
ment as the most readily reconcilable with probabilities, and 
the demands of the, up to this time legible, dates on the coins 
which Bahadur put into circulation in Bengal. I might 
have some doubt as to the conclusiveness of the reading of 
the date 710 on his money in the Kooch Baha.r trouraille, 
but I have none as to the clear ex.pression of A.B. 711 and 
712, though the singular break occurring between 712 (or 714) 
and 720 suggests a suspicion of an originally imperfect die
rendering of the ~=10 for r.:I.r:.=20,' which would bring 

~\ .J.j '-=- ~J I~J' ~ ~~~):"'" ,;~~ ~lkL L:)~ I 

Tabakrl.t..i-Akbari .3\.3 J\ rW\)~ J~ ~y. I..i!i> ,;.3 ~ J) 
See also Zia Bami, printed edition, p. 461. 

2 Stewart, p. 75; Ferishtah (Briggs), i. 406. 

3 Among more critical Arabic scholars than the Bengal mint masters eYer 
affected to be, this point would have been easily determined by the insertion or 
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the corrected range of Bahadur's dates to 720-721; but eve~ 
these figures leave something to be reconciled in reference to 
their assoCiate places of mintage, for in 720-722, his father, 

Shams-ud-din. FIrftz, was clearly in possession of the already 

commemorated cc LaUna"ti;" but such an anomaly might 

be explained by the supposition that Bahadur, in the earlier 

days, used the name of Lalr.lmauti. as a geographical expres

sion for a portion of the dominions ordinarily administered 

from that capita1. Undoubtedly the first appearance of the 

contrasted d~onation of the eastern capital, "&nargaon," 

OCCllI's on the coinage of his father; but even this sign of dis
crimination of urban issues would not be altogether opposed 

to a continuance by Bahadur of the loose usage of Camp 

Mints, of naming the metropolis as the general term for the 

division at large, or inconsistent with the subsidiary legiti

mate employment of the designation of the province on a 

coinage effected anywhere within its own boundaries,-either 

of which simple causes may have prevailed, and been utilized 

with a new motive, if any covert ulterior meaning chanced to 

be designed, as implying that Bah8.dur himself had special 
successional or other claims to the metropolitan districts. 

Tughlak Shah's intervention in the affairs of Bengal seems 

to have originated in an appeal on the part of the ejected. 

Shahab-ud-din against the usurpation of his brother Bahadur. 

The result of the Imperial expedition to the south was the 

defeat, capture, and transport to Dehli of Bahadur ShSh; 
but among the first acts of the new Sultan, Muhammad bin 

Tughlak, was the release and re-installation of the offender, 

showing clearly that he was something more than an ordi-

omission of the conjunction J "1hI, -which, as a rule, is J:aquired to couple the UNiU 

and the twentieS, but is not used 1Iith the lIniU and teJu. 
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nary local governor, transferable at will, and that possibly 

the interests of'the Imperial father and son, in their newly 
established dynastic rank, and the confessed insubordination 
of the latter, were independently advocated by the opposing , . 
members of the royal line of Bengal! whose family tree could 

show so much more ancient a series of regal successions than 
their parvenu Suzerains, wh~se elevation dated scarce five years 
back. One of the most interesting illustrations of the present 
series is contributed by coin No. 186, in the legends of which 
Bahadur acknowledges the supremacy of Muhammad bin 

Tughlak over Eastern Bengal during A.H. 728.1 The sub

jection seems, however, to have been of brief duration, as, 
sometime in or after the year A.H. 730, Bahadur appears to 

have reverted to an independent coinage, in a new capital 

called after his own title GhMspur (coin No. 170), and i~ 
A.H. 733 Muhammad bin Tughlak is found issuing his own 
coin in Bengal, and Bahadur, defeated and put to death, 

contributed an example to insurgent governors in his own 

skin, which was stuffed and paraded through the provinces 
of the empire. 

1 Ibn Batutah gives the following additional particulars of Dah6.dur'. re

installation :-" n [Muhammad bin Tughlak] lui fit de nombreu cadeau en 
argent, chevaux, elephants, et Ie renvoya dans son royaume. n expedia avec 
lui Ie fils de son fr~re, Ibrahim Xh1n; il convint avec BeMdour Bourah qu'ila 
p088ederaient ledit royaume par egales moities; que leurs noms figureraient 
ensemble sur les monnaies; que la priere serait faite en leur nom commun, et que 
Ghiyath eddin enverrait son fils Mohammed dit Berbath (~\, oJ) comme otage 

.~. , 
pres du souverain de l'Inde. Ghiyath eddin partit, et obsena tontea les pro-
me88es qu'il avait faites; seulement il n'envoya pas son fils, comme il avait ere 
stipule. 11 pretendit que ce demer s'y etait ret'usi, et, dans son discours, il 
bleBBa les convenances. Le Bouverain de l'Inde fit marcher au secours do fils de 
SOD frere, Ibrfl.him KMn, des troupes dont Ie commandant etait Doldji attatary 

(~?\ ~~). Elles combattirent Ghiya.th eddin et Ie tuerent; elles Ie 

depouillerent de sa peau, qU'OD rembourra de paille, et qu'on promena ensuite 
dans les provinces."-VoL iii. p. 316. 
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l1aAddur SM"'-

No. 169. Silver. Size, vii. to viii. Weight, ordinarily, 166 grs. ; 

one example is as high as 167'5 grs. Rare. Lakhnau~, A.B:. 

nO,? 711., 712, '1-3, 7-41 (break), '120, '121, 722. 
~ 

OBVERSE. 

F~II:J\ 1, 1 ,,11 

~~lJ ~~\ I.!.J~ 

~U )~~ ~\ y,\ 

~\kL~ ~\kW\ 

• 
~ .. "OJ \ 

• 

JIar9in-4.~J~ ~\ J::...a ,..;f4J c.:J~ U\~ Y~ 

No. 170 (pl. vi. fig. 5). Silver. Weight, 166 and 164'5 grs. 

Very rare. Two coins. Col. Guthrie. Second mint, GhiaspUr, 

Date, 730. 

Margin-* ~)lj k....a..)~~ ~ ~,~ * 

I have reserved for its more appropriate place among 

Muhammad bin Tughlak's own series of silver pieces the 

remarkable medal struck by Bahadur Sha.h in honour of his 

Suzerain in A.H. 728 (No. 186, p. 215). 

1 The dates 7-3, 7-4, may, perchance, be obliterated records of 723, 724. J 
have placed them among 1ihe lower figures, but I have no I!II.Ilction for retaining 
them in that position. 
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NINETEENTH KING (A.H. 725-752; A..D. 1324-1351). 

The destinies of India were surrendered for twenty-seven 
years to the eccentric domination of Muhammad bin Tughlak, 
a man of marlt apart from his kingship-generous to pro
fusion, an accomplished scholar, abstinent, a. stern defender 
of his faith, and the most experienced general of his day. 
Against these many merits had to be set a dete~nation 
which hesitated at no means in the compassing of his own 
ends-a fer~ty possibly inherited from the desert tribes, 
which could conceive no punishment effectual but death, 
combined with a pervers~~n of intellect which induced him to 
allow despotism to run into insane fury at any sign of oppo
sition to his will. His mind was cast to know no mercy or 
compassion as a judge, and he was led to carry out his best 
intentioned measures with an utter disregard of human suf
fering, as instanced in the transportation, in some cases with 
brutal violence, of the inoffensive citizens of Dehli, en masse, 
for the mere purpose of filling his newly created city of 
Deogir;1 or the extermination of whole tribes as if they had 

1 The following account of Ibn Batutah, who was in part an eye-witnesa of the 
transactions referred to, will give some idea or 'the horrors perpetrated in carry
ing out this edict :-" The Sultan ordered all the inhabitant. to quit the place; 
and upon some delay being evinced, he made a proclamation, stating that whai 
person soever, being an inhabitant of that city, shoul4 be found in any of ita 
houses or streets, should receive condign punishment. Upon this they all went 
out; but his servants finding a blind man in one of the houses and a bedridden 
one in another, the Emperor commanded the bedridden mall to be projected from 
a balista, and the blind one to be dragged by his feet to DaulataMd, which is at 
the distance of ten days, and he was 80 dragged; but his limbs dropping off by 
the way, only one of his legs was brought to the place intended, and wu then 
thrown into it; for the order had been that they should go to thia place. When 
I entered Dehli it was almost a desert." "Ita buildings were very Cew; in other' 
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"been vermin, whose single hope of salvation, in this world, 

was the profession of Islam. 
In the early portion of his reign he held in full subjection I 

an empire far more magnificent than hl,Ul been given to any' 

of his predecessors: circumstances, however, were adverse to· 

the permanence of his power. The dominion ~vepns:.~'!~}y" 
three provinces,l or independent nationalities, became, in the 

respects it was quite empty."-Dr. Lees's edition, Oriental Trans. Fund, p. 144. 
French edition, iii. p. 315. 

I Siradj-eddin Abu'Ifatab Omar, natil de la province de Oud • .D~, qui ava\\ 
- ~J 

TeCU a la cour du Sultan de Dehli, nous apprend que les etats de ce monarque se 
composaient de vingt-trois provinces principales, 6&Toir. 

1. Debli ~rJ ~, 13. :Badaon ~,'~ ~, 
2. Deogir ;t}!.rJ" 14. Oude ~y: " 
3. llultan ~\:.LJ1" 15. Kanauj ~.f-i!'" 
4. Kohram r~" 16. Laknauti ~~" 
5. Samanah A.i t. L" 1 '1. :Bihar .. ) ~ " 

6. Siwistan } \::...: I~. Karrah I} " 
(Sehwan) ~ .. ~" 19. Malwa IJL." 

'1. Uchh ~J'" 20. Labor )J~'. 
8. Hansi ~\.lb u 21. Kalauur Ji~" 
9. Sirsati t..i-r" 22. Jajnagar ~~ " 

10. llalabar ~'" 23. Telinga? e" 
11. T@~~ ~ u- 24. Dwara J 

" ~ rJ 12. Gojerat L.:.J'r?" Samanda ~J n 

-Not. et Erl..xiii. p. 170. Zii Rami's list is less complete. 

1. ~,J 7. 

dyf 2. 8. 

3. ~t. 9. ~~ 
4. .;tJ!.~ 10. ~i'IJ 
5. ~ 11. i~ 
6. ¥ 12. ~\SjL 

-Zii Barni, pp. 467,473, Calcutta text. 
The autbl 'If the Masfilik ul Absar, in another pan of his work, while "". 
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very number of its sections, essentially incoherent. Local 
feudatories had of late been superseded by governors ap
pointed by the head of the State, and the selection of fitting 
and trustworthy representatives was attended by far greater 
risks than of old, now that the national bond, so effective 
among the ruling classes under the dynasty of the Turks, 
had disappeared amid the dissensions of TUrk and Khiljl, 

speaking of his means of obtaining information upon Indian mattera, remark.l:

.. Des voyageurs de notre pays (Egypte) se rendent continueUement danl lInde; 
aussi sommes-nous parfaitement instruits de ce qui se passe dans cette IlOlltr6e" 
(p. 202). It must be remembered, also, that these data must have been com
mitted to writing within a very brief interral after the return of the aeveral 
contributors, as the compiler of the Masrilik ul AbalLr died about the same 

time as Muhammad bin Tnghlak himself (that is te say, in A.J.[. 749, or, at 
latest, 7.52). His informants seem to have been very favourably impressed 
with the high standard of civilization existing in Dehli, one of whom deposes, 
"les habitants de Dehli se distingnent par leur esprit et leur intelligence, 
Ia sagesse de leurs rl!llelions, Ia nettete de leurs idles. lis I' elpriment aTec 
elegance en langue persane et eD langue indienne" (p. 217), But the most 
distinct test of their cultivation is afforded by the accomplishments of the women, 
of whom the Africans speak with. great admiration, The author continua.
.. Je demandai a chacun de ces voyageurs, en particulier, comment une eB(:lave 
femelle pouvait atteindre cette valeur (20,000 tanka!. au meme danntage), dans 
an pays oil tout etait a Hi bon marehi!'; chacun me rl!pondit que cette dur~rence 
tenait A ce que ces jeanes filles se distinguaient par Ia beaute de Ieura formCi et 

Ia grace de leurs manieres; que pour la plupart, elles p088Ment l' Alcoran, sannt 

ecrire, recitent des 'Vers, des histoires, excellent dans la musique vocale, savant 
pincer du luth, jouer aux echecs et aux des. Ces jeunes eB(:laves lont toutee 
fieres de rl!unir ces qualiUs brillantes. •• , Les femmes de l'lnde, BOIlS Ie rap1'Ort 
de la beaute, l'emportent sur celles de Tnrquie et du Kaptchak; en outre, cUes Ie 
distin..,lPUent par une grande instYuction et une extreme variete de Wenta" (p. 200). 

In a later stage of progress, India's" greatest king," Akbar, equally contessed 
the supremacy of female rule, in persons alien to his own faith, who not only 
declined to study the Kurfln. lIut coerced the mighty monarch into the acceptance 
of portions of their own creed, as one of his own biograph'.ll'll remarks: •• The 

Emperor was subject to the influence of the numerowt Hindu princesses of the 
Harem, who had gained so great an ascendancy over him as to make him (orlwear 
beef, garlic. onions, aud the wearing of a beard, which. things nis :Majesty ltill 
avoids."-Badfloni, quoted by Blochmann, Aln-i-Akbari, p. 193, 
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'both of whom had henceforth to bow to an alien Sultan of 
~-~-~----

curiously mixed breed. In the Muhammadan distrust of 
unconT'erted HindUs, all manner of foreign adventurel'S were 

installed in divisional posts; 1 these m~ having little or no 

interest in the stability of the thron~ were ever ready to aid 

any projected rising, or to join with their combined forces 

any of the more influential rebels. So that the annals of the 

period present a mere succession of outbreaks,-no sooner 

was one section of the empire brought back to its allegiance 

than another division would seek to assert its independence. 

The Snlta.n was often obliged to command his own armies ; 

and though he was usually victorious. the very fact of his 
absence in distant parts encouraged the disaffected elsewhere. 

The old proverb, "Dehli is distant,"· found a newapplica

tion; the royal forces were often less near to the threatened 

point than the inconveniently situated capital itself, whose 

distance from the Southern States had already suggested 

its supercession by the more central Deogir. A parallel 

obstacle to the permanent subjection of the provinces was 

to be found in the state of the roads and the general in

security of the country at large, evils that extended to such 

an extreme that the tnoute of the south was allowed to 
accumulate at Deogir, merely because it was found impos

sible to transport it to Dehli, and eventually the whole trea-

1 The majority or these mereenaries seem to have been Khorasams, whom 

Muhammad bin Tugblak had collected to aid in his contemplated conquest or 
their own eomttry. Ibn llatutah remarks incidentally that the people or Dehli 
ealled an Asiatic or Mrican strangers indiscriminately" Khorasania" (iii. 229). 
Mughals were also engaged in large numbers, so that, on the Sultan's death, this 
section or his army, compact in its nationality. at once proceeded to harass and 
plunder the now ill-eommanded force to which they were a«ached.-Elliofs 

Historians, edition 1849. p. 324. new edition, ToL iii. pp. 231. 266. 

I ~')J" ~.J "It is. far cry to Lochow."-Rob Roy. 



206 THE COINS OF 

sure was divided on the spot among some temporarily suc

cessful insurgents.l 

The end of such a state of things might easily be predicted. 
The Bengal Mints occupied themselves in coining money fot 
independent rulers; the Sultan's early triumph, Warangol, 
reverted to its ancient name in the hands of other masters ; 
Deogir, his chosen capital, submitted to Hasan Gungo, the 
founder of a new race of kings, the Bahmani dynasty of 
Kalbarga, who were destined to play a prominent part in 
the destinies of the country; and, finally, the owner of so many 
kingdoms died, miserably, of a fever, near Thatta, on the 
lower Indus, with his army "like ants or locusts" around 
him; and his cousin and successor found some difficulty in 
getting safe home to the cherished Dehli, Muhammad bin 
Tughlak had once done so much to desolate and destroy. 
~ is, however, in his role as a Prince of Moneyers that 

M~ammad bin Tughlak cla~s our peculiar attention. His I 
mintages are instructive both in the novelty and variety of 
their types, admirable in the artistic perfection of their 
design and execution, and especially significant in their 
reflex of the individuality of the Monarch himself, marking, 
as they do, the various phases of his career-his early wealth 
and reckless profusion, its resulting poverty, which he at
tempted to meet by a forced currency, and equally his ready 
return to money payments on its ascertained failure. Next 
in order, they exemplify the doubts and difficulties concern
ing his own title to the throne, unconfirmed as it was by 
Pontifical authority, which he remedied by the curious pro-

1 On another occasion (745 ~.:a:.) the tn1mte of Gnjarit, with the honea for the 
royal lltables and a large convoy of merchandize, was plundered by the foreign 

~ a~ Baroda, the proceeds of which enabled them to organize a eeri011l 
UlSU1TectiOn. 
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cess of the omission of his own name and the substitution of 
that of an Egyptian scion 'Of the house of Abbas, who, as 
chance would have it, was already in his grave. So im
portant, indeed, did he consider all matters connected with 
the public currency that one of the earliest acts of his reign 
was to remodel the coinage, to readjust its divisions to the 
altered relative values of the precious metals, and to origi
na'te new and more exact representatives of the subordinate 
circulation. These innovations will be noticed in detail in 
connexion with the representative monetary specimens in as 
much of consecutive order as the materials admit. 

MuhammacllJin Tu$hlalc. 

No. 171. Gola. Weight, 198'5 grs.; highest weight of other 

a'\"ailable specimens, 199 grs. (See also Marsden, DCCXlV). 

DERLI, AlI. '125, 726, 727. 

Circular area • 

.wI.::." - '\-'\ •.• ~J' 

~~)\ 

C) lh.LJ \ ~l.!a 

Margin-

~.J ~}:.~,",m.u Y~ 

.G~)&.~J b-' ~ 
s~ .", 

\~~\~', 

WJ-'..JJ ¥¥ 

"I testify that there is no 
god but God, and I testify that 
Muhammad is his servant and 
apostle." 1 

1 This is the ,="J\ dfdn or call ~ prayer, usually chanted from the turret of 
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No. 172. Gold. Weight, 167'3 grs. UnifJUI in gold. Colonel 

Guthrie. D.b l1L ISL.ur, .A..n. 727. 

Circular area.. 

ct U\ J,...) 

Margin-

rL~\}~ ~.n r~ y.,ri 

~~J r,:j..~J b"""k-", 

P.t.\ 

t ~...t .u~\ t-L-ll\ ~ 

~U Jill~~ 
::-;tj(.'l 

The warrior in the cause of God, 1 

Muhammad bin Tughlak Shah. 
Abubakr, 'Umar, 'Usman,' Ali. 

,,!~ ......... CoS , .... c.~ GS , .... "s 
t~e mosque. ~\ ct1l\ (four times), ct1lUl elm \.:J' ~\ (twice), 4;)' ~, 
.... _,,~ .. ~ .... , I> I> 

ct1l\ J.r') \~ (twice).-Lane, Arabic Dicl, ltd ~oce. 

Marsden, usually so cautious in his criticisms, and who had gone through a 
very severe training in Kufic pallllography in the various introductory Jeries be 
was called upon to decipher, proved altogether at fault wben he came to encounter 
the free flow of superior Kurfm MS. caligrsphy which Muhammad bin Tughlak 
had suddenly brought to such perfection in these mint dies.-Num. Orient. p.634. 

1 See Zifl llami, Persian text, p. 196; Elliot'. Historians, iii. p. 143; Ibn 
llatutah, iii. 216. 

Firuz Shah EAiljl had coveted this particular title, and condescended to engage 
in a secondary intrigue in order to obtain it, aa a presumedly voluntary o1rering 
on the part of the local heads of the creed; but on their too ready compliance 
with his wishes, he discovered scruples aa to the sufliciency of his own claims to 
any such distinction. 
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No. 173. Gold. Weight, 19$'5 (198, 197'3, 197'3). A. most per
fect coin. Colonel Guthrie. DEB:LI,4.:o:. 727, 728~ 729. (See 
also another specimen engraved in pl. iii.1ig. 83.) 

Obf)W8~-~ ~ ~ 4.lJ\ i....::.-J ~~\ ~'cr-j .j y~ 
RsrJwB8-CircWar area. TM Kalim,,". 

HtWuin-1..~ , 1:1-';':' J ~ L .j ~.j ~ )~~\\lb, 

No. 174. A. specimen of this class of money, in the collection of 
Col. Stacey, now in the Museum of the .Asiatic Society of Bengal 
(in weight 199 grs.), struck at DEOGm, in A..H. 727, has the fol. 
lowing exceptional marginal legend :-

Vrv h'" ~ ~t rLt I:J!.'" ~ j .J~..\lI1.a 
See also M. Soret's coin, No. XIX. of my Supplement, Nam. Chron. 

1852, xv. p. 129. 

Deoglr or Daulataba.d was specially designated at this period by 

the prefix of, rLJ\¥. Mullik al A.b~8.rJ Notices et Extr. xiii. 
p.210.1 

1 Au rapport du Bchelkh Moubarak, Ie royaume de fInde a pour capitale Ia 
ville de Dehli. Ensuite vient la ville de Dewakir, qui fut (ondee par Ie SuItfm 
de oot empire, et nommee par lui rL"~ la metropole a, ri8lamiams. Cette 

place, ajoute Ie schei'kh, est simee dans Ie troisieme climat. Lorsque je 1'ai quittee, 
i1 y a six ana,Ies constructions n'etaient point achevees; et je doute qu'aujourd'hui 
eIles Boient terminees, a raison de l'immense etendue de son enceinte, et du Dombre 
prodigieux d'edifices qu'eIle devait renfermer. Le prince'l'avait divisee en 
quartiers, dont chacun etait destine a des hommes d'(lDe meme profession. On 
distinguait Ie quartiel des troupes, celui des vizirs et des ecrivains, celui des kadis 
et des savants, celui des Icheikhs et des fakirs, eelui des marchands et de ceux 
qui exercent des etats lucratifs. Chaque quartier devait renfermer tout ce qui 

14 
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No. 175. Gold. Weight, 170 grs. SnTrnt5B. (Warangol),' 
A..H. 729. Very rare. Col. Guthrie. 

.¥~ ~\,n 

~~)1 

Yargin-

)~\k1... ~ )~~,,~ Y~ 

~~J ~~,~ 4.:...t 

L......JU~, ~1 

~ \ J 4.-l..JUl 

'¥'~ 1.:)' 

""A--'J----)J 

pouvait Buffire A toua les beaoins, Ie. mosqu~ea, lea minarets, lea march~ les bainJ, 
leB moulina, les foura, et leB artisans de tout genre, juaqu' aux forgeroDJ, au 
teinturiers, aux corroyeura; en Borte que lea habitants n'eUBSent auCUD besoin de 
recourir Ii d'autrea pour leura ventes, leura &Chats et lea autrca n~esaitC. de 1. 
vie; et que chacun de cea quartiera format comme une ville aeparee, enti~remeDt 

independante de cl'lles qui l'avoisinaient.-Not. et Ext. xiii. p. 172. 
See also Ibn Batutah, iii. 182, 191; iv.46-61. The revenue of the province 

is iucidentally stated to have been farmed at 17 Mor, of t0t4rka.b, p. 49. Dr. 
Lees's Translation, p. 163. 

"If the visitor passes his eye over the modern town of Rozah (which occupiea 
merely a small part of the site of the vast old city), he will see in the distance the 
fortress of DaulatA.bad: all the intervening plain for about six miles mud have 
been covered with buildings of the old city. The ancient reaert'oir of the city, 
called Ga.1i lUwa,. SdlaA, or the Pari Taldo, is situated about two milea S.W. of 
Rozah. The site of this old city, and perhaps its traditional history, muat ha,.. 
pleased 'Muhammad bin Tughlak, who twice attempted to force the population of 
Dehli to remove to it. The mint or Tanksril of this king 11'88 close to the Pari 
Talflo. In this mint were coined the mohura and rnpeea that formed the fictitioua 
currency, specimens of which are frequently turned up by the plough of the 
modem cultivator."-CoL Tremlow, 10m. Bombay Branch, R.A.S. 1~3, p. 376 

1 See p. 188, ant,. La~ 1r 68', long. 7go 40'.-Grant Du1I', i. 47. 
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"No.1'15t1. Gold. Weight, 170 grs. SultanpUr, A..X. 729. Col. Guthrie. 

Legends identical with those on No. 175. 

No. 176 (pl. iii. fig. 84, and Marsden, DCCXYI.). Goltl. Weight, 
169'3 grs. DElILI, A..B:. 727, 733, 736. 

Circular area. ,t 'I \J 

.J '" (}---~."-"""'.-I' 

Yargin-L.- ~iJ ~ 

~~ .J cJ:H , ~ 

CC Deus est dives j vos autem 
• digi' tis " 1 m es. 

No. 1'17. Gold. Weight. ~9'0 grs. Unique. Yr. E. C. Bayley.2 

~ 

f\>.d-

1:1~" .. n 
"Defender of the laws of the 

last of the Prophets." 
",,,,',,..-,DJlPfJ'1. 

1 Kurfm. Surah 35, 15-~\ ~ .ill\ J\ :i1,Ul\ ~\ '-"'W\ ~\ ~ 
~ \ cc Oh men, ye have need of God; but God is self-sufficient, and to be 

praised."-Sale. Fnehu. p.177. De SacT, J. des Sav. 1827, p.277. 
I I regret to say that this valuable coin has been lost. It was made over to 

Mr. Basile some years ago to be engraved, but it was abstracted from his drawers 
with many other choice specimens from Mr. Bayley'S collection. I myself outlined 
the above woodcut from the original coin, and published it at Dehli in 1851. . 
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Coin ,true! 'n memory D/ Ail Fallur. 

No. 178. Gold. Weight, 24.5 grs. (A worn coin.) Un igu,. 
Col. Guthrie. .&..11. 73-. 

Circular area. 

D\:'. 1\ aJ.\ .f Ji 

~UJ .••• n ~~~ 

~~.J. A l " )\i\ 

Nargin- • • 4!..J\~ Y~ 

• , &1&· 

~~.J~U •• ~ 

~, \, oS! " 

This is a most interesting coin, seemingly struck by Muhammad 
bin Tughlak, in one of his eccentric moods, in memory of his father. 
There is nothing definite in the legends to prove this assignment 
except the decimal in the date, which might be questioned in the im
perfect marginal legend, but which is sufficiently clear on the original 
piece, though scarcely legible in the English engraving. The type 
of the coin, which was only introduced by the son, takes it out of the 
category of the min~ooes of the lather, and the exaggerated weight 
equally points to an exceptional issue, a coincidence in which the 
piece accords with the posthumous medals of Muhammad bin Sam 
(No. 19, IUpt'~). Dut the crucial test of the date of the coin con
sists in the superiority of the caligraphy and the improvement in 
the die execution initiated by Muhammad bin Tughlak.1 

1 No.1784. I have a Purdlltl piece [m weight, 51 graina) of be Iilver, which 
leems equally due to a.later period than the reign of Tughlak ShCl. The legend. 
themselves are aimilar to, but not identical with, those of the gold coin, No. Us ; 
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'No. 1'19. Gold. Weight, 169 grs. Unique. Gen. T. F. Smith. 
A.:a:. 739. 

mVer'811-td. ~ ill\ i....::..) if.'"Y\ ¥\ <:Y'j ~ Y~ 

R6fJer'8'-~~J~,~~~U~~\~\L:)\kW\ 

SILVER COINS. 

No. 180 (pI. iii. fig. 87). Silver. 'Adali. Weight, 140 grs. 
DERLI, A.H. 725, '126 • 

. 
~~ u-J~' 

~~)\ 

L:)U:J....J\ ~ U 

Margin-

~~ i~ ~#I' \~ Y~ 

~~JcI~J~~ 

No. 181. Silver. 'ArIali. Weight, 138 grs. A.H.727. Unique. 

Dehli Archreological Society's collection. Similar legends, but the 

form of this specimen is changed in shape from the usual broad 

pieces into a thick and narrow coin, like No. 88, pl. iii. 

but the superior metal, the form of the piece, and especially the fashioning of the 
letters, associate it with the issues of Muhammad bin Tug~ak. The legend 
rlUl8-

om, • ....:. ..•. ~~\ ~~ ~}.~n ~\ o.¥,....!\ I.:)\kl.....!\ 

Vl""f Aj \Jb.l. All, )j\ L:) \kl.....! \ ~U ~ .fo.J \ .t. \ 
The date is nearly obliterated, but the most important figure, the 1", seems to be 
positive. 
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No. 182 (pI. iii. fig. 88). Silver (largely alloyed). Weight, 140 grS.l 
A.B. 72d, 729, 730. 

\:)\hW\ 

.' : f t..I\ ~\ 

A-:-....~ ~ 

" L......J cd.~J~ 

~~J 

~\~j"; 

~.J ~~\ 

~ L-LJI 

No. 183. Silver and copper. Weight, 140 grS. A.B. 732. 
Unique. Yr. E. C. Bayley. 

Coin similar in its form and the details ofitfllegends to No. 182. 

No. 184 (pI. iii. fig. 90). Silver. Weight, 168'5 gra. B.Y. 
A.B. 730. 

~\ i IU Pf.' 
~ 4.-l!1 

t 
• oU1 t.s:.-.J, 

1-....s' • 

i LJ\ J"...) tt-1J\~ 

Yargin- •• 4LJ\ .~ '"=-'~ 

No. 185. Silver. Weight, 168'0 grs. Satgaon, A.n. 730. 
Areas as above. 

Yargin-~~ J ~ ~ ~ ,;~ ~\ I~ Y~ 
Coin struck by Bahadur SMh of Bengal in the name ot Muhammad 

bin Tughlak (referred to at p. 201 .upel). 

I Average weight of eight selected spec,imens, 139'6 grains; highest weight 
observed. 140 grains. The lese carefully executed coins of 730 A.a. range II 
lligh as 140'3 graiDS, but these pieces are more largel1 alloyed with copper, 10 

that their weight need not have been 80 much cared for. 
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No. 186. Silver. Weight, 140 grs. Son6.rgaoD. A.lr. 728. UIl'qU6. 

Dehli A.rchmological Society. 

[

Area, ~U ~ cI. ~ 4lll~ ~", r-~ Y~ 
ObfiWU lIargin • .J I,;)W ~ i~}:'..1 ~ d...Jl I~ 

.I.!.~,~r 

llePwu-y.l ~.l!'.J ~~\ c.!J~ ~\ 1,;)\kL.J\ 

1,;)11LJ\ d' 1,;)\h..W\ ~U .J~~ .fo..Jl 

No. 18'1 (pI. vi. fig. 6). Silver. Weight, 168-5 grs. 

I.alrhnauti, A.lL 733. .Areas as in No. 184. 

lIargin-~~ J c1.tH, c.!J1j ~ ..;~ ~ Wl I~ Y~ 

No. 188. Silver. Weight, 168 grs. Unique.1 (My cabinet.) 

Dar-ul-IsIam, A.lr. 734. 

. -. , s\ P .J £ n 

1 Similar to gold coin No. 176 atpT'fl; pL iii. fig. 84; and Marsden, DOCX1'I. 
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SMALL COINS. SILVER. 

No(). 189 (p1. iii. fig. 91). Silver. Weight, 66 gra. 
A.B:. 726, 727. 

mvsrs6-J""I.,J\ ~UJ.\ •• 1l 

RSVW86-Vr' °bU ulN ~ .M..s:'4 

No. 190. Silver. Weight, 52 grs. ....B:. 725. 

Obv81'86-cdll ~ ~ ~~, 

Rever86-V r 0 bU ulN ~ ~ 

No. 191. Silver. Weight, 52 grs. A.B:. 730. CoL Stacey. 

mV81'88-~ll1~ ~1.i.\ 

Rev81'88-Vr-° a-U iJlN d. ~ 

No. 192. Silver. Weight, 51 grs. A.B:. 727, 732. 

mver86-b~ <:.r. ~ J""I.,J\ ~\bW' ~j c.i 
R8V8f'86-~ ~ J r.:I~ J b""" I.;..., ~ ~ ~t"" 

No. 193 (pI. iii. fig. 93). Silver. Weight, 55 grs. A.B:. 782, 733, 
734, 735, 736, 738, 739; in copper, 732; in brass, 733. 

mvw86-cdl ~\ J ~J 

" Dominion and greatness are of God." 

No. 194. Silvel'. Weight, 51'5 grs. A.B. 727,730, 733, 734, 
735, 736, 737, 738. 

030er86-r'~' cdll i..-J' ~!)' 

lleter86-i..t.~ J ~ J I.!..Jj I.-." ~ d. ~ 
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MUHAMMAD BIN TUGHLAK'S CUR~ 

This may be the fittest opportunity of adverting to the 

chan~ ~ected ~~he .!lati~~ .. ~~,.g~_~J~ ~tween the 
epoch of the first establishment of the Muhammadan mints 
under Altamsh and the reforms introduced by Muhammad 
bin Tughlak. It iB a curious but readily explicable fact that 
all attempts to discover, from the writings of indigenous 
authors, the'authoritative scheme or the relative values of the 
local coinage have hitherto proved flltile. The contemporary 
writers nece:sarily spoke of things around them as matters of 
course, regarding which no ~etails or explanations were re
quired; they mentioned from time to time the various coins 
of the realm, but only in general terms with reference to 
prices. payments or gifts, without defining the current inter
changeable rates of the several coins thus adverted to. The 
later Indian historians seem themselves to have had a diffi
culty in fixing and determining the system of money values 
obtaining in earlier times, and it was left for chance travel
lers, like Ibn Batutah, to supply many important specifica
tions of the current rates of exchange, which could not be 
gathered from home sources; but a still more communicative 
visitor to the Court of Dehli at the same period has left upon 
record a full and complete epitome of the various descriptions 
of money employed in Hindustan. 

The narrative of Shaikh Mubarak bin MahmudAnbati, the 
traveller in question, has been incorporated in an Egyptian 

work entitled 0~~\ ~l-) MfJ8dlik al Ablfir,l a unique 

MS. of which iB to be found in the Imperial Library at Paris. 
The contents of this MS. have been examined and copiously 

1 The compiler of this work also quotes, among his other autho,rities, Sirflj.ud. 
din Abul'fath Omar of Oudh. 
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abstracted by Y. Quatremere in vol. xiii. of the Notices et 
Extraits (p. 51, et seq.). It is from this excellent article that 
I derive the information which I have thrown into the Bub
joined tabular form. The statements now contributed are not 
only very complete in themselves, but are so consistent with 
the numismatic data, that I accept them unhcsitatingly as 
setting at rest many necessarily crude speculations wherewith 
I formerly attempted to arrive at a solution of the problcm,
conjectures based primarily upon the weights l"nd intrinsio 
contents of the coins themselves, aided by the very imperfect 
light our native authors had chanced to throw upon the 
inquiry.l There is one point that it is necessary to bcar in 
mind in regard to the statements of Shaikh Yubarak, which 
is, that they refer to the latter p~rtion of the reign of Mu
hammad Tughlak, and illustrate a somewhat complicated and 
transitional stage of the currency, more especially in the 
matter of the double silver standard created by the Sultan's 
introduction of the new 'ada Ii of 140 grains, which he him
self seems to have again superseded by the approximate 
weight of the old tankah, in his silver money of 734 A.H. 

1 My first impression, in 1847, led me to say that the U1}i waa probably the 
iltal of Ferishtah (Pathln Sultans, lat edit., p. 61), and 80 it baa proved, though 
the statements of tbe earlier native authorities had cast a doubt upon Ferishtah'. 
accurscy, which bis own confession of ignorance aa to the nature of the JStal itself 
was not calculated to remove. The original passage is quoted trom Brigga·. 
Translation at p. 158, luprd. II As the spoken languages of the Peninsula enabled 
us to restore the true meaning to the misinterpreted Sanskrit kar,Aa, 80 the 
Dravidian tongues readily explain the term kd1}i, which finds no place in Aryan 
vocabularies. but which was incorporated into the vernaculars of Hindustln dur
ing the southward migrations of the Scythic tribes. In Telngu, kd1}i means A, 
or one quarter or a sixteenth (Brown). In Canarese, A (Reeve), and in Tamil ~ 
(Winslow). Wilson', Glossary gives 1&d1}i, corruptly. tawney. Tel Tam. Kam. 
k, or sometimes A." Mr. W. H. Bayley, late Madras C.S., tella me that in 
modem boob, and in the everyday practical measurement of land or other linear 
calculations, the kd1}i is inYariably estimated at n. The do-gdlli or doodN is .till 
quoted in the Madras almallacks. 
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(Coin, No. 188; weight, 168 grs.). Though no very definite 

conclusion, as to the effect upon the general circulation, can 

be drawn from the appearance of this silver piece, which may 

have been the result of a momentary whim, and there is, it 
must be confessed, a marked absence of any other representa

tive silver coins, whether tankah8 or 'adalis, during the con

cluding eighteen years of Muhammad Tughlak's reign, though 

gold of the old standard of 175 grains was freely issued. 

Tn::E Sun COINA.GE AIm ITS lNTERCRUGlW3LE RuEs UNDER 

lIuxn{Xm :BIN TuGRLAL 1 

1 KAJ}.i=11ital. 
2 u =Do-kaJ}.i or Sultan;. 
6 " =Shash-uJ}i, i of Rasht-kaJ}i. 
8 " =Rasht-ka1}.i. 

12" Duwa.zdah-kaJ}i. 
16 " =SMnzdah-ka1}.i. 
64 " = 1 Tankah. 

64 KaJ}.is=1 Tankah of 175 grs. pure silver. 
32 Do-kIh:lls=1 Tankah of 175 grs. pm;e silver. 
S Hasht-ka~=l Tankah of 175 grs. pure silver. 
4 Shanzdah-kaJ}is=1 Tankah.,r 175 grs. pure silver. 

The KaJ}.i exchanged 8.orrainst 4 copper Fal& 1 So that, the full change, 
"Do-kaIJi n " 8 " in copper pieces, for the 
"lIasht-kaJp. "32,, Tankah,amonntedto256. 

1 The coinage as amplliied and extended under FirUz SUb. (The text of 
Shams-i-Sidj, ]l'hich furnishes these details, will be found under Firflz's coins.) 

640 KfqUs=old TankahofI75 grs. 50 K4is=new 'Adali ofI40 grs. 
The irregular sub-divisions of the concurrent Tanlah of 64 and ' Adali oC 

50 K4is are as follows :-1 K~ 2, 6, 8, 10, 12, 2~, 26, and 48. The 16 K4i 
piece is 110t quoted in the later lisf& The 10, 2l, and 48 K4i pieces seem to 
have been. additional sub-divisiona introduced by F1r1iz 8Mh. The 2S K4i 
piece was probably only the old N~ or half' Adali of Muhammad bin Tughlak. 
F"mlz SUh also claims to have produced Cor the sake of the poor 1 K4is and 
1 Kfqrls, in mixed copper and silver, I presume, as the 4 Fals already supplied 
any broken chan.,ooe below the single K4i or Jital. 
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The most striking item disclosed. by the detail. of the 
above table is the essentially indigenous character of the 
divisional contents of the tankah and its analogous fractional 
sub-divisions, both of which follow the ancient Indian qua
ternary scale of numeration in all its integrity. Fire, and 
tens are here positively unknown quantities, and dccimals of 
no account. 

Altamsh was supposed to have recognized, in a geneml 
sense, the existing local standard; but it would 8cem that 
he must have adopted the prevailing monetary institutions, 
weights, measures, etc., en bloc, and that these remained un
disturbed till ' Ala.-ud-d£n in the mst instance, and Muhammad 
bin Tughlak in the second, gained new and enlarged views, 
associated possibly with other Indian traditions, during their 
expeditions to the Dakhan. The retention by .A1tamsh, so 
unreservedly, oPlocal systems of reckoning in the minor 
sums up to the measure of the tankah, would seem necessarily 
to imply that the latter weight itself formed a definite unit, 
both theoretically and practically, in the pre-existing mone
tary computations. This is a concession which could not 

~ -
previously have been claimed, as .A1tamsh might have been 
supposed to have retained a leaning to Ghaznavi standards, 
and the new tankah might well have stood for a double 
dirham. The turning point, however, in this identification 
depends mainly upon the authentic weight of the true 
Indian unit, the rati, as recognized at the period in the exact 
locality of the Metropolitan Mint, and it is not impossible 
that the coins themselves may aid in fixing this still indeter
minate quantity. The query then presents itselt as to how 
many ratia of gold or silver this tankah was estimated to 
contain. The first answer within reasonable limits suggested 

, by the progression of jour8, in the table just given, would be 
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96; but it is a. very singular fact that the old Tables of 
Weights in :Manu do introduce a. decimal element after 32 
ratis in the silver weights, and after 320 ratis in the gold 
weighments, the latter having already felt something of the 
decimal action in the initial use of the fj ratis to 1 maska; 
and, finally, we have an absolute silver ~atamana or 100 mana 
weight.l A very important bit of collateral evidence is ~on-

1 tJ. .ANCIENT INDIAN WSIGIITS (from Manu, c. viii. t 134:). 

Silter. 
2 Ratis= 1 Mflsha. 

= 1 Dharana or Pur~a. 32 " = 16 " 
320 " ".160. " 

(}Okl. 
=10" ,,=1 !;latam6.na. 

o Ratis = 1 Mflsha. 

SO " = 16 " = 1 Suvama. 

320 " = 64 " = 4:" = 1 Pala or Nishka. 

3200 " =640 *' =40 " =10 " " 
=1 Dharana. 

Copper. 
'SO ratis = 1 kflrshlpana. 

b. The subjoined table of weights is valuable for the purposes of compan;on, 
as pOBBibly owing its origin to an independent section of Indian progress. It has 
Men preserved in the ..J.tllarfJtI Pari,i8nitl, a work supposed to date some centuries 
B.c., where it is expreBBly stated to be designed for the weighment of gAi, or 
the clarified butter employed in the sacrificial rites of the Brahmans. 

Among other curious items, the text records the fact that the assumed unit in 
the descending scale was the tlroty.I, a measure for which a divine origin is 
claimed, as having been" given of old by Brahma himself." 

6 Ratis == 1 Mflsha. 

320 ,,== 64 " = 1 PaIam. 
10,240 " == 2,048 " = 32" 1 Prastham. 

40,960 " = S,192 " =128 " == 4: " =l.A:tkam. 
163,S40 " =32,768 " =612 ,,=16 " ==4 " =1 DroJ].a. 

-fuer den Veda kalender, Namens Jyotisham, von A. Weber, Berlin (IS62), 
p.82. 

This table is highly interesting, not only on account of its antiquity, which 
probably approaches that of the parallel tables from Manu, but for the indications 
of a combination of two independent systems of calculation which it discloses. I 
gather from the text quoted bY' Professor Weber from the Athana Pari,ishta 
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tributed by the subsequently-devised 'adalis, whose weights 
are much more closely defined both in the beautiful silver 
coins of Muhammad bin Tughlak, and in the better speci-

(Jyotisha, Abhandlungen der Kgl. Ak. der Wis., :Berlin, 1862, p. 82), and other 
illustrative items he has collected Crom the early SallAkrit authoritiC8 (Zoltachrif't 
(1861), p. 129), that the dr01}a II measured by:Brahma," and the pala, .tated to 
be 6:ath of the former, in the same passage, were weights a1l'ccted by the Vedic 
AryallA. the pala alone is mentioned in the Nirukta, and the meI,Ada it not lound 
in any texts" supposed to be" authentically Vedic j while in the .lokll wbleh 
furnish the details of the present table, the prlJlt4a it directly and the d(M". 
(ddhaka) indirectly pronounced to be a Magadha weight. It will be leen thd 
the table is identical in its details, in the ascending seale, with the serie. 01 gold 
weights from Manu, up to the pala or fliahl-a, when the Indian four. rellllert 
themselves in the progressive advances, in lieu of the tm p41a., wbloh OOllAtitute 
the next increase in the earlier soales for the measure 01 gold. 

I have collected the subjoined tables Crom various sources, with a view to illus
trate more completely the general subject of Indian weights. 

e. TABLB OP INDIAN WEIGHTS (from :Babar's Memoirs, p 332). 

8 Raw= 1 Mbha. 
82 

" 
4 

" 
:: 1 Tang. 

40 
" 

:: 6 
" = 1 Mi,kfll. 

96 
" = 12 

" 
:: 1 Tolah. 

1344 " :: 168 " :: 14 " "" 1 Sir. 
53760 " =6720 " =560" =40" =1 trIaD. 

.. And it is bed that everywhere 40 Sira make one Man. •• They reckon jewell 
and precious stones by the Tang." See also note, p. 16, A:fn-i-A.kbari, :Bloch
mann's translation, Calcutta, 1868, and text, pp. 31, 36. 

d. Kashmir weights, from the A:!n-i-Akbari, ii. p. 166, Gladwin'. edition '-
1 Tolah = 16 meUAa. 01 six ratil each, or 96 ratil. 
1 Gold mohur:: 16 ddm. of six ratia each, or 4 ratil more thaD the Dehli 

gold moA"" • 
.Rab.amu is a small coin 019 md,Aa. or 64 ratil. 
Punche, is a copper coin in value :1 ddm j also called "",.ere4. 
Bdrakgdni is 1 the pumhu or I ddm. 
811""" is i iJdrakgilni. 

4 l'uItCMu or k""ereAl = 1 hut. 

40" ,,= 1 edmu, and Illd.tnu = 1 .ikka4. 
100 &im".=lldk=lOOO royal ddml. 

Every coin and even manufactures are estimated in Kharwan 01 rice. 
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mens of the brass tokens which were designed to replace 
these 50 kli!,i pieces in the general ciroalation. 

These coins, as a rule, touch yery closely upon the exact 
140 grains, and it is scarcely possible to doubt that this 
weight represents the 80 rati gold 8ucarna equally with the 
copper klirsM of Manu's Tables, the copper ket, the autho
ritative unit of the ancient Egyptians.1 If the former 
association is conceded, my estimate of the rati at l'75

o
grains 

falls in with singular evenness; for the 'adali, 80 x 1-75=140, 
for the silver tankah or lataraktika, 100 X 1'75=175.1 I do 

They have a weight of 2 tldfll8, called pul. and they also make use of the half and 
quarter of this weight; 11 of these ptIl& make 1 W, 4: sirs a man, 4: tIUIM 1 
tNrtk. 

ii. pa.,"'Il 196, "Coins of KabuL 18 dinars = 1 tuman, whicli= 800 dfuns.." 

A. TAlILB o~ IKDLUI' All]) OTB:BR FOlUlIGX WEIGHTS. from the Haft ~Nlzumo 
". ._, I 

1 .r. jao (lfC(') barley-corn = 1 ~ M~~at, a grain, a seed.' 

1.,-1 tam =2 ~ " 

4 r. barley-corns = 1 b~ p,al (ICEpa'noll) Carob. 

S ~" = 1 di'.,) (A. ~b) dang (ith)-

48r. 

68~ 

" 
" 

306 ~ or 4l J\a.. 
iiI 0 ~ or 7-1- mia~al& 

6120 ~ or 12 auliat 

= 1 ~.J.,) (A_ r.J.,) dirham. 

= 1 J\a.. mia~dl (S~)-
= I):"'" aaear,~ air (irc&). 

= 1 ~J' aukiat (ounce). 

= 1 Jk.J ratl (pound). 

12240 ~ or 24 auliat = 1 ;;; mann. 
See also varianlJi in Kin-i-Akbari, Blochmann's Calcutta edition, p. 36. 

1 R. S. Poole, "Weights and Measures."-Smith's Diet. Bible. 
I See /DIu, pp. 3, 167. Sir W.lonea rated the rali at 1 fi of a grain. Gen. 

Cunningham's estimate of the weight of the rIJti is 1'8229 grains; Mr. M askelyne's 
l o 8S.-Initial Coinage. of Bengal, p. 9. 

Sir W. Elliot, in answer to my inqv.iriea as to the assi.milatioll of the Southern 
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not wish to claim this coincidence for more than it is worth, M 

it is but one link in a long chain, and the primitivo weights of 
India. had no doubt already. been largely modified in difl'ercnt 
localities, and were somewhat advanced in their progress 
towards the extraordinary multiplicity of provincial stan
dards, that so offend against the English idea of uniformity 
at the present day. Concurrently with the developmcnt ot 
the 'adali, in which a reduction of lth, or 20 pcr cent., upon 
the old tankah of 175 grains, was effected, there appclll'l a 
new gold piece, which is raised in weight above the old gold 
tankah of 175 grains by lth, or about 141 per cent., forming 
a coin of 200 grains, specially designated on its surface as a 
dinar.l This particular type of coin was destined to have but 
a brief career, .as the dates 725, 726 A.II., and a single speci-

systems with the data afforded by the Dehli coins, has favoured me with the .ulI
joined note on the subject :-" I have never met with a coin answering to the tanka! 
of 140 or 176 grains. The largest pieces I know range between 66 and 60 grainl, 
generally about 68 grains (but I have one of 66'9 grains). They go by the name of 
tankahl, as "padma-tankah," "varflha-tankah," etc. Some ot them are figured 
in my Gleanings (figs. 28 and 33 of No.1, and figs. 1 and 2 of No.2). Th.iI 
bears no apparem relation to your tanka!. The Dravidian 1'0'11 I take to have 
weighed 29 or 30 grains, and these Southem tanka'" I suppose to be doubll porJI. 

This is borne out by the old arithmetical tables, in which account. are .till kept. 
2 gunjaa=l dugala (=l fanam). 
2 dugalas == 1 chavala ( == the panam or fanam). 
2 cbavalas == 1 d'Mrana. 
2 d'haranas = 1 hoJ',l& ( = the pratfipa, mMs or i pagoda). 
2 hO]J]Jas == 1 varaha (= the h6.n or pagoda). 

The !Junja or unit (=1 fanam) is the raU or Sanskrit rdtika, the seed ot the abJ'Ul. 
1 have weighed numbers of these, and found them to vary from 1 i to 2 grains, or 
even more; a fair average would be It grains. 1ervis {weights 01 the Konba} 
and Prinsep, deducing the relative weight. from the muA, make it 1'93 grains. 
But taking my average ot ]'76 grains, we get your tanka" or ,at-ralti6a=100 
,."tiB, exactly 175 grains." 

1 Some ot these coins are in TP.1'Y perfect condition· so to lav Dew from the 
di h --J 'I' 

es, 80 t at the weight may apparently be relied on. The hall dindr, No. 177, 
at 99 grains, is a minor test at the true issue weight. 
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men of 727 A.H., are all the examples that can be cited from 
the ten or twelve specimens accessible in modern cabinets; 
but the same weight is preserved in the varied type of coin 
Nos. 173, 174. The change in the form of these pieces seems 
to have been made upon artistic and mechanical grounds, and 
not to have had any reference to weights or values.1 Some 
of these latter specimens' are met with, ranging as high as 
199 grains, coined in the course of 727 A.H., but rapidly de
teriorating in weight, till examples of the same year's issue 
fall to 188, 168, and even to the ignominious 137 grains, 
whicb, however, may, each and all, have suffered from the 
sweater's abstractions. 

One coincidence ,in the scale of the minor subdivisions of 
the silver standard must not be passed over in silence, as it 
evidences a singular concession to ancient custom, in the 
weights assigned to Mubammad bin Tughlak's small silver 
pieces, Nos. 189, 190, 193, 194. The annual dates on these 
varieties, taken in broken order, cover a period of fourteen 
years, less the temporary break due to the forced currency.'! 

1 "I had previously noted the motives for this chsn"cre, which extended to the 
silver pieces of the same epoch. The years 727-728 A.R. present us with fresh 
modifications both in the types and legends of the recently revised coinage of Dehli 
The examples, gold 173, silver 180, 189, exhibit the same ele"noance of design and 
accuracy of execution that mark the earlier efforts of Muhammad bin Tughlak's 
mint artists. The form of coin now adopted was probably held, in many respects, 
to be an improvement upon the broad pieces antecedently put forth, as under the 
Oriental method of preparing the planellet. (blanks), the equable division of 

each could be effected with far greater facility when cut from a narrow bar than 
when divided into the thin plates necessitated by the ingot of the larger diameter, 
calculated for the broad coins. In addition to this advantage, the smaller size of 
the dies, and the diminished depth of the engraving of the fine lines of the 

legends, demanded less labour, in the process of striking, to produce a perfect 
medal, than was required to complete the impression of the broaier and coarser 
coin of' earlier days."-Pathb Sultans, Supplt., Num. ebron., p. 17. 

S A.R. 725, 726, 727; 732,733,734, 735, 736, 737,738,739. 

15 
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There can be little question, whatever may be held to be the 
true weight of the rati, that we have in theso pieces the 
medieval representatives of Manu's 32 rati silver pura'!La, or 
the successors of the earliest description of money prior to 
the introduction of the art of coining, the punched dominoes 
of silver, which aided the fi.rs~ step beyond barter, a!Dong the 
pre-Aryan Indians.1 Fifty-six or fifty-seven grains will not 
divide evenly either into 175 or 140, but ten such pieccs ~f 
56 grains, being 1'75 grain to the raU, exactly answcr to the 
old silver ,atamana of 320 Tatis (560 grains), of which men
tion has already been made; and, curious to say. the silver 

. piece itself, allow;ing for a fractional depreciation in the 
metal, represents the value of 80 copper Jals, as they are 
stated to have exchanged with the other subdivisions of the 
tankan. The 20 kd'!Li piece,a thus retained in the general 
scheme of the Quaternary distribution of the silver coinage, 
and for which a. counterpart wa.s provided. in the forced. cur
rency, may once have belonged to an independently devised 
system; but both the 32 and the 80 rati8, the advance of 16 
upon 24, identify it closely with ancient calculations, and 
especially with the progression to the 80 ratit, in tho Gold 
and Copper Tables of Manu, which formed alike the gold 
BUt'arna and the copper karshapana. 

Having completed the review of comparative weights, it 
remains to test and ascertain values. The new 'adalit or 50 
ka'!L i pieces are, to all appearance, composed. of less pure 
silver than the old tankahs of 64 kd'!Lis. This depreciation 
may have been intentional or otherwise,l but it looks as it it 

1 Earliest IndiAn Coinl1ge, Numismatio Chronicle, yoL iY., N.S. (1864), p. 265; 
10Ulnal As. S.o. Bengal, vol. uxi.,. (1860), p. 68. 

I As 176' 64 :. 66: 20'48. 
, Some of Alfl-ud-din'. silver pieces seem to fall off from the old If.aDdard or 
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had been designed. to meet some alteration m the other 
exchanges. Coincident with the production of 'ada/iI, men
tion is made for the first time of slui8hkdl}i8, or pieces of six, 
which Shaikh Mubarak intimates were useful in exchanges, 
and perhaps d~aned for the purpose of settling uneven 
payment~, being, as he remarks, i of the established.liasM

"al}'~ eight of which, as their name implies, went to the 64 
kd~ tankali.! These sliaslial}i8 would not run in even sums, 

either into M or 50, though they made a second division of 
8 into 48, a total seemingly of some prominence in the bazars, 
as Firliz Shah subsequently provided a distinct denomina
tional coin for that amount. The lla.,MJuil}i8 appear pre
viously to have formed a very important element of the 
general currency; It they were composed, like so many of the 

white silver; his Dalhan gold. on the other hand, is unpleasantly white. See 
coin No. 131, .,.18. 

1 Le lakh Taut cent mille tankah 4.:;; et Ie tankah huit dirhams.-Not. et 
Ext. xiii. 182. 

I I have to correct my reading of the passage from Ibn Batutah, quoted at 

page 17 of my Initial CoiDa.,oe of Bengal. I now see that the conventional rate of 
exchan"oe of gold and silver in the later period of Muhammad bin Tughlak.'8 
reign was 1: 10. Ibn Batuteh in other places Cu. 76; iii. 106, 187) distinctly 
seta this question at rest, even if Shaikh lIubhak did not inferentially confirm the 
fact (Xot. et Ex.tr. xiii. 211.212). The concluding portion of the passage from 
Ibn Batutah is as follows :-

.~ ~, ~)~~ ~).3 J ~\;.3 ~W r ~'}~~' 
"Celui-ci [1e dinu d'argenl] vaut huit drachmes, et leur drachme equivaut 
absolument a la drachme d'argent" (voL iv. p. 210). I was misled by the use of 
the word dinJr, which is so specially reserved for the gold pieces in the Dehli 

coinages, into IlUpposing that the passB.,<P8 had reference in some obscure way to 
the rtll8 of gold to BiITer; but further examination provES that Ibn Batutah had 

an odd way of applying the term diliGr as ~~.)}:.~.,). ete. [ill. 2S!, 387, (22). 

(See also CoL Y we's S1lD1DllIrJ ollbn Batuteh's notices of money in his uoollent work 
on" Cathay and the Way thither,'" p. cexlViii.). All Ibn Batutah appears to mean is 
that the tliRdr of silver (i ... t.Rid r) is equal to 8 IlirAa".. (MU~), and their 

tlirMfit is identical in form with the silver piece. But considerable doubt mus$ still 
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indigenous coins of historic sequence, of a mixture of silver 
and copper in the proportions requisite to represent the value 
of ith of a tankah, and are specifically described by the 
western travellers as identical in weight and partially in 
appearance with the silver coin itself. They may be iden
tified with some of the examples of No. 182, the intrinsic 
contents alone determining the value in each casc, 80 that 
the pure silver coins stamped with the samo dies 1 are, 
doubtless, revised forms of 'adalis, equally as their more 
extensively alloyed associates may be found to answer to the 
value of a 8hashka:!ti. This modification in the form of the 
'adali took place simultaneously with the alteration in the 

exist as to the true meaning of the passage, inasmuch as an almost counterpart state. 

ment in the Masfl.lik al Ab~flr adds the ,i/ver dirham" of Egypt." "Le dirhem 

M8chtkani a Ie meme poids que Ie dirhem d'argent ~\ ~)~\ que a cours en 

Egypte et en Syrie. La valeur de l'une et I'autre piece est 18 m~me." 11. 
Quatremere adds, "Le texte porte 1),- I),=- Je lis lJj\r, lJ}r, ."
Not. et. Extr. vol. xiii. p. 211. I may remark that Shaikh Mubflrak, if M. 

Quatremere has rightly apprehended the passage quoted below, also designates 

the full dirham or 'a/Jali? as a current di"dr. This irregnlar uae otthe word it 
in so far justified by local usage that we find Zifl. Barni 8ayin8'-,",~ ~~ J 

~ J.Jj &J .I. l.j~Y'- J Ijj , )j )~'" (Calcutta text, p. 143). 

A. difficulty has been felt in regard to the apparent inconsistency ot Shaikh 
Mubflrak having estimated the dindr or silver dirham at 6 dirhaml, I conclude 

hashtkfuPs. M. Quatremere'. translation is as folloWl: "800 Toumfl.ns dont 
chacun vaut 10,000 dinars courants et Ie dinar 6 dirhems: en aorte que cette 

somme se montait a 8 millions de dinfl.TI couranta ou 48 millions de dirhems" 

(Not. et Ext. xiii. 194). I suppose that the current dlnar bere meant was the 

'atlali, or its then representative, which, excluding fractiolll, would run, in • 
rough calculation, aoollt liz hashtktu;tis, or 48 instead or the 60 Hnil required in 
the 140 grain Bilver piece. So also some confusion in the statement of nominal 
equivalents may have arisen from the 8 shashkfl.J].ia, that would bave equa11r 
am01lllted to 48. 

1 The proper 'adali" No. 180, which are broad pieces, date in 725, 726, 727 A ••• 

NOB. 181, 182, which are thick coins, take up the 8uccession, and contribute the 
8.DD.ual records of 127,128, 129, 130 A.H. 
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gold pieces already averted to, and seemingly for similar 
objects, i.e. of securing less irregularity in the separation of 
the exact weight of silver required for each coin, from the 
bar or rod, into which the metal was fashioned, and facility 
of stamping, in the reduced size and relief of the letters of 
the legends.1 I may repeat, that the entire scheme of the 
sub-divisional currency intervening between the pure silver 
piece and the copper coin, proceeded upon the plan of mixing 
silver and copper in the definite proportions required for the 
several intrinsic values. These alloys were formed into coins 
identical in weight, shape, and device, so that buyers and 
sellers had in each case to determine by the eye and the 
hand the value of the piece tendered in payment. A state 
of things inconceivable to European ideas, but practically 
involving but little difficulty among the natives of India:/a 

even if the ever-ready money changer'were not within call. 
These numismatic details, aided by the information COD

tributed by the African travellers, enable us to set at rest the 
real import of the passage in the Tabakat-i-Akbari, which 
Ferishtah so strangely perverted,3 and which led General 

1 Abu'l Fazl tells us that the metal was" cast into round ingots;" in Hindlistfla 
the workman, without" such machine" as they require in Persia, cuts the sections 

"with such exactness that there is not the di1ference of II single hair."-Xin 
Akbari. 

, "Plactical men can discover from the colour of the compound which of the 
alloys (lead, tin, or copper) is prevaiIing."-Kin-i-.A.k.bari, Blochmann, i. 22. 
Gladwin, i 16. 

I In referring to the early profusion of Muhammad bin Tughlak, and the 

enormous sums he is reported to have squandered in gifts and pensions, Ferishtah 
incidentally alludes to the intrinsic value of the money of this monarch, affirming 
that, "Nizflm-ud-din Ahmad Bakh.shi, surprised at the vast sums stated by his
torians to have been lavished by this prince, took the trouble to ascertain, from 
authentic records, that these tankaha were of the silver currency of the day. ill 
which was amalgamated a great deal of alloy, 80 \hat each tankah only eltchallged 
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Briggs to assert that the silver tankak of Muhammad bin 
Tughlak was U worth only about 4d. instead of 28." The 
true reading of the original is to the effect that the tankah 

of this period was slightly alloyed with copper, so that it was 
only worth eight black tankahs. Eight Bkasnkd7).i8 would, in 
effect, be equal to 48 ka7).iB of real silver, or, admitting the 
alloy, to an 'adali of 140 grains. This rectification is of very 
considerable importance, as it determines within certain limits 
the value of the black tankah at p.bout 16'4 grains of silver, 
or 2! pence, a definition which will prove highly useful in 
estimating the worth of the subsequent issues of the Sultans 
of Dehli. Under the new aspect of the inquiry now pre
sented, I must not fail to amend my own suggestion at page 
117, as to the possible identification of black tankan, with any 
of the moderately alloyed silver pieces of the generic name 
minted in Bengal or Hindustan. 

The 8hashka7).i, if it exists in the composite form of mixed 
metal, seems to have been but little affected by the people at 
large, and probably remained for a long time more of a theo
retical than 8 practical benefit. As far 8S can be seen, no 

fur 16 copper pic8 (making a tankak worth only abollt 4a. instead ot 2,)."
Briggs's Ferishtah, i. p. 410. 

The Persian text of the original passage is 81 followa :_ 

~ i.!.:.J Id..;' "'~ ~.Jj ~ ~ ~, ~~, r\l2j ~u.;-. 
V- JJ-!~~L:. ~~ ~'j' ~J ~'''' ~V- f)~ ~ ~\ 

Bombay text. i, p. 236. Briggs, i. 410. ,lj",'~ 

~ V- j\ ~.J~ IS ~ooI' ~ d.:.J d.:.J c,.t!j1 "'!r- ~ ~4 ~'J 
,,-=---'..r.'.r. a ~ 4t.:.J ~ J ~ t", 

Tabakat-i.Akbari, MS. E.I. Library, No. 997, p. 76. 
Nizrun·ud-din Ahmad, a portion or whose text is reproduced Terbatim in the 

copy. instead or saying anything about copper paiaa, aimplyltatea that the current 
tallkd was equal to eight lJlack.tankall,. 
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provision was made for its substitute in the forced currency 

of 730 A.B •• l thoug~ the luJ8htkO,'!'is are common enough. It 
will be seen hereafter that Firm Sh8.h claims to have in

vented the 8ltQ.8kkd!!.~ which would also imply that the num
ber coined in the previous reign must have been to a certain 
extent limited. One novelty for which Muhammad bin 
Tughlak claims credit was the dQkd!!,~ or piece ot two kd7!is,9 

which Shaikh Mubarak mentions was entitled after its royal 
deviser. Sultan;. This must have been a highly useful coin, 
U four going to the Itashtkd,!,i, three to the 8Milhka,!,i;" and, 
finally, our translators concludes, "Une piece qui est Ia moitie 

. du dirhem Saltani sa nomme ~~ piece d'un et vaut un 
J,-.." The counterpart of which legend is to be found on 
Gen. Cunningham's coin, No. 207. 

A point of considerable importance in the history of the 
monetary transactions of this period is the relative values of 

gold ~nd silver. The standard, if any distinct conception of 
its meaning, as we understand it, existed at all, seems to 
have been based. upon the primitive copper currency, which 
was of such universal distribution as to be confessedly less 
liable to fluctuation than gold or silver. Certainly, in 
Akbar's time, when theory was more distinctly applied to 
the subject, copper was established as the authoritative basis 
of all money computations.3 Silver in its turn, next to cop
per, was necessarily most fixed and determinate in value, 

1 At one time I imagined I had discovered a token iAaaAkd1Ji, as the six dots 
of the v-:. seemed to be unqnestionable; but 88 the second set of.'. may be 
intended for the marks of the fuIal ~ in lcQ1}i I do not think it safe to quote a 

single specimen. The initial A.//) takes the form of i to 
I The Arabic word quoted, in aU its imperfection, by Af. Quatremere is oW ~..u \. 

There can be little question 88 to the correct restoration. ' 

I Kin-i-Albari, i. 3, 4, 37, etc.; Num. Chron. iv. 118; Ovid. Fast. i. 220; 
Lncreti11ll, Y. 1276; 'Madden, lewish Coinage, 278. 
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whereas gold, from its comparative rarity, and the anxiety 
with which it was sought for at all times in India, whether 
for the purposes of hoarding 1 or the construction of orna
ments, rendered it peculiarly liable to be affected by the laws 
of supply and demand. I am still sanguine enough to be
lieve that the newly-devised gold and silver money, with 
which Muhammad bin Tughlak inaugurated his rcign, will 
enable us to determine from the relative scale of proportions 
the actual rate prevailing at this period. It is true that the 
margin is wide, and the figures involved contribute more 
than one sum. consistent in the several relations, but the 
predominance of evidence points clearly to 8: 1 and 7: 1. 
I do not in any way contest the fact that there is evidence 
to show that ten silver pieces exchanged against one of gold 
later in this reign, but this concession by no means implies 
that the ratio of the two metals was as 10: 1. .As has 
been said before, there is considerable obscurity in the narra
tions of the western travellers in regard to the definition of 
dirhams and dinars. About the old tankahs no possible ques
tion can arise, whether of gold or silver; they followed the 
same identical weight of 175 grains.. We have seen that 

1 The author of the Masrilik al Ab,flr has preserved a curious contemporary 
notice of this custom of the natives of India in Muhammad bin Tughlak'. time. 
"Lea habitants d'Inde ont la reputation d'aimer 1 amasser del richeaaea et a 
thi!saurier, Lorsque l'on demande 1 l'un d'entre eu: combien il poasMe de bien, 
il ri!pond: Ie ne sais pas; mlds je suis Ie lecond ou Ie troisillme de ma familia, qui 
trnaiUe a accroitre Ie tresor que mon aieul a di!potM1 dans tene enema, dans tel 
puits; et j'iguore 1 combien il Be monte. Lea Indiena ont l'usege de creuaer des 
puits pour y renfermer leurs tresOrB. Quelques-una pratiquent dana leurs maison. 
une excavation en forme de citerna, qu'i1s ferment ensuite anc lOin, n'ylaisaan& 
que I'ouverture necessaire pour y introduire des pillces d'or. <Yest 11 qU'lla &teu
mulent leurs richesses. IIa ne re~oivent point l'or travailJ.i, briBe on en lingota, 
dans la crainte de la fraude j ila ne preunent ce mMal que monnay'" (xiii. p.218). 

a The Tabllit-i-Nbiri apeaks of-,,ij • "".- (p 162)" ' . .,~"-.; 
:F- J)') ~. J Cr')J-
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the Sultan. borrowed these foreign terms and introduced them 
for the :first time into the mint phraseology of Dehli, the one 
as applied to the 200 grain gold piece (No. 171), the other:-s 
engraved on the tokens Qf the forced currency, which I sup
pose to have represented the early 'adali of 140 grains of 

silver (No. 202). 
The leading motive in these exceptional issues, and the 

subordinate readjustments consequent thereupon, seems to 
have been the utilization of the stores of gold which filled 
the Sultan's treasuries; and without proposing to introduce a 
definite gold standard, which, under the surrounding circum
stances, would doubtless have proved impracticable, he appears 
to have aimed at a large expansion of the currency of the 
land by direct means, associated with an equitable revision 
of the basis of exchange between gold and silver, which had 
been disturbed by the large accessions of the former from the 
Dakhan, unaccompanied by any proportionate addition to the 
supply of the latter. 

The early Pathan kings, judging by their numismatic re
mains, put forth gold in very limited quantities, and merely 

(p. 184); ~ ~ (3IS); and carefully discriminate" the contrast of the term 

.J~.J (p. 167); also~).Jj )4.J .J~ (pp. 372, 39l, Calcutta text). 

The KhazMn ul FutulJ. of Mir Khusru makes play upon the various forms-
- -d, It ~I.(.~ ~ .... --

Y;')-1 ~..w, I.S)~ ~ I.:J~~" tr I.S~ J ~ J)j ~ 

etc. 4:)}"'} ~~\:::- L:J~9. ~J~ 
Zifp, :Barui also varies his phraseology-~ , ,,=,J1J ~ ~. '.J) ~ 

"='~ ~ L:J'ft, \ L:J tu j\ J-.: .... (p. 118, also pp. 130, 492); ~-;-- " 4.:.J 
(pp.137,247)j ~J (p. 312); ~),J" ~\J (p. 469) • 

.As late as the time of KaikobM foreign dtndr. seem to have been retained in 

the coined state-" Ii t::<:..; .J u~ __ • 1 Ji.j J . t:.J.J - L .. oJ ~ 
J'; J-.,.. J';..r-).J)" ~ l.:Ji. .., 

(Calcutta edition, p. 143). JJ.Jj jl.!.j ~J.J~ r..J. ~ 
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as an adjunct in complement to the more abundant Bifrer 

tankahs. Ala-ud-din's plunder of the Dakhan, with its im
memorial wealth of gold, is associated with a correspondingly 
• 

ample increase of gold tankahs for home use. Thi. influx of 
the higher metal, aided by the later contributions of Kafur 1 

and Khusru from the same sources, indicated in tho mintages 
of succeeding reigns, may well have disturbod the ancient 
relations of the two metals. I had estimated tho rdl1tivo 
values as about 8: 1, without pressing the assumption that 
this rate represented the normal and immutable condition of 
things, but as a once existing and possibly recurring ratio.' 
001. H. Yule, who has investigated these questions from an 
independent point of view, by the aid of the written testi
mony of Marco Polo and other westem travellers in the 
East,a has suggested a probable fall in the value of gold, at 

1 Ferishtab, in mentioning Kft.f6r·s plunder, brought to Dehli in 711 .l.R., 

amounting to 96,000 mana of gold, wh~ch was "melted down, coined, and lodged 
in tbe treasury," adds, silver was not used as a coin in the soutb.-BriggR, i. 374. 
The MlI8iilik al Ab~ar also notices" un des predecesseurs de ce Sulttul ayant fait 
de gran des conqu~tes, enleva des pays vaincns une telle quantitl d'or qu'il en 
cbargea 13,000 breufs."-Not. et Extr. xiii. 218. 

2 Initial Coinage of Bengal, p. 16; I.R.A.S., N.S., vol. ii. p. 160; Marco 
Polo, cap. xxxix. 

a Col. Yule, however, in insisting upon tbe 10: 1 as the normal rate, bas 
to do great violence to probabilities in claiming so sudden a change as that trom 
10: 1 to 7: 1, witbin a comparatively brief period, and attributing it to tbe inftux 
of gold from the soutb, which in truth commenced with .Allt·ud-dIn'. conquests in 
in 693 A.H., or some thirty years prior to tbe accession ot Muhammad bin 
Tughlak. The intermediate reigns show a well-maintained proportion of gold 
to silver in extant examples, and we hear of no particular accession of southern 
gold as the result of Fakhr-ud-din lUna'. command in that direction during bi. 
father's lifetime. Col. Yule remarks-" It has occurred to me 18 just possible 
that the changes made by Muhammad bin Tnghlak in tbe coinage may have had 
reference to tbe depreciation of gold owing to the • great Dekhan prize money' of 
that age. Thus, previous to his time. we have gold and silver eoins of equal 
weight, and bearing (according to the view which has been explained) a Domlnal 
ratio of ten to one. Muhammad on coming to the throne finds that in COllie-
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the period or Mubammad bin Tughlak's accession, to a pro

portion as low as 7: 1; and, singular to say, these two scales, 

riz., 8: 1 and 7: 1, are those which most consistently fall in 
with and explain the figures in the subjoined. table, and lead. 

to the preferential conclusion that at the moment of revision 

the old rate or 8 : 1 had sunk to 7: 1, and had been provided. 

for accordingly. It is not necessary to define fCA~n this change 

came about; it is sufficient to say that the fact was officially 
recognized. on the occasion of the reconstruction and remodel

ling of the coinage undertaken in 725 A..H. 

TABU 0:1' E:xClLL~6E RAn;s 0:1' GoLD A..~ SILVER Com Dr fulL 

CrmJlieting BeaU, 0'11 tA~ Aceeuiopt of MHAamfTUltl Mn TugAlaJ:. 
GOLD. BIL"\'IJL. 

7:1-175X 7=1225= { 7 old silver pieces ( 7X175=1225). 
9new., " ( 9XI40=1260). 

S:I-175X 8=1400= { Sold " " ( SX175=1400). 
10 new,. " (10 X 140=1400). 

10-1-175Xl0=1750= ( 10 old " " (10XI75=I750). 
• 12'5 new" " (12-5X140=1750) 

12: 1-175 X 12=2100= { 12 old " " (12 X 175=2100). 
15 new., n (15 X 140=2100). 

14:1-175xI4=2450= { 14 old " n (14X175=2450). 
. 17-5 new., " (17i\X140=2450)_ 

ll«iutl BeaU, i"troaueetl to flINt tM fall in 10M. 

7-1-200x 7-1400- { 8 old silver pieces ( 8x175=1400). 
- - - 10 new " (10XI40=1400). 

8"1-200X 8-1600- { 9 old " (9XI75=1575). 
• - - 11 new " (11 X 140=1540). 

10: 1-200 X IP=2000= {11'429 old" (1l~6XI75=2000)_ 
14'2~5 new " (14iiOX 140=2000). 

12: 1-200 X 12=2400= { 13'714 old" (13!~:x 175=2400). 
17'14 new" (171~X140=2400). 

14: 1-200 X 14=2S00= { 16 old " (16X175=2800). 
20 new " (20XI40=2800). 

qllente of the great in1lux of gold the relatiTe nille of tbat metal has fallen 
greatly, say to IIOmething like BeYen to one, which IS a local result where great 
trea8llre in gold had soddenly poured in, is, I suppose, conceivable. He issues a 
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On previous occasions, where I have sought to discover, 
from the internal evidence of the coins themselves, the object 

proposed in the changes they bore testimony to, I was misled 
by the supposition that the 140 grain silver piece was an 

innovation of Muhammad bin Tughlak's own conception, 
devised and given effect to simultaneously with the produc
tion of the novel 200 grain gold dinar. I now 80e from the 
passage in the Khazain ul Futul;1., quoted at page 247, that 
this coin was the invention of Ala.-ud-din Muhammad Shah 

(No. 14 of the general list), designed apparently to aid the 
general scheme of reduction of the pay of the troops.l 
Whether any partial or complete mintage ot such money 

ever took place, we need not stop to inquire; but the act of 
recognizing the existence of such a theoretical measure of 
value at once reduces the absolute innovations of Muhammad 

bin Tughlak to the single item of the new gold piece, and 

leaves us the more simple task of detecting the motive of a 
single modification, instead of entering upon the complica

tions of a double variation in the leading representatives of 
gold and silver coin. At the rate of 8: 1, as will be seen 
from the figures given above, eight old silver tankah8 and ten 

coinage which shall apply to this new ratio, and yet preserve the relation of the 
pieces as ten to one. This accounts for his 200 grain gold and 140 grain silver 
pieces. Some years later, after the disastrous result of his copper tokens, the 
value of gold has risen, and he reverts to the old standard of 176 grains, leaving 
(as far as I can gather) the silver piece at ita reduced weight. At the exchange 
of ten silver pieces for one of gold, this now represents a relative ulue of eight to 
one."-Cathay and the Way thither, p. celi. 

1 "Alll-ud-din • • • apprehensive of another invasion of the Moghuls, he in
creased his forces 80 greatly, tbat upon calculating the expense, he found hi' 
revenues, and what treasures he had himself amassed. could not support them 

~bove six years.. In this dllemma he resolved to reduce the pay of the army, but 
It oc~ed to him tbat this could not be done with propriety, without lowering, 
~roportionably, the price of horses, arms, and provision."-Brigga'i Ferishtah, 
1. 366. 
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new • adalis went to the old gold tankah; in the variation of 

the rate from 8: 1 to 7: 1, a corresponding reduction had 

either to be made in the number of silver pieces, as the 

received equivalents of the existing gold. piece, or a new gold 

piece had to be produced which should leave the old nume

rical rates of silver coins untouched, and this is exactly what 

the 200 grain dinar accomplishes: eight old silver tankahs and 

ten new 'adalill constitute the change for the new dinar. As 

has been shown above (coin, No. 173), this description of 

piece was ~ontinued in a different form, though eventually 

the gold coinage reverted to the ancient standard of weight, 

or 175 grains. A momentary attempt was also made to re

vert to the old silver tankah in 734 A.H., but this movement 

does not seem to have been sustained; and thus it would 

appear that the 140 grain silver coins continued to hold the 

position of the largest silver piece supplied by the mint, and 

it is to these pieces we must understand the Mrican autho

rities refer when they fix the rate of 10 dt'rhams to 1 gold 

175 grain tankah, which brings us back to the previous 8: 1, 

a rate which would be readily restore~ without State inter

ference by the limitation of the supply of gold, its inevitable 

absorption by the masses, and the importation of silver from 

proximate lands, which the anomalously high rate would be 

sure to, encourage. It would seem from the way in which 

Ibn Batutah reserves the name of tanka'" for the gold coins 

alone that no full-weight silver tankahs whatever were in the 

course of issue from the mints at the period of his residence 

in India; and the very curious combination of the term of 
~.J.J);.~.J might almost be taken to point to the dirhams, 

which were associated in the public mind with the intro

duction of the prefixed Arabic name, which had been made 

special to the new gold coin, in supercession of the indigenous 
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denominations hitherto in use. So alw tho passago from tho 
Masa.lik al Ab~ar already quoted (p. 228), speaks of "dinar. 

courants" of six dirltam8 [haslttka~i8 J, and eight millions of 
"dinar8 courants ou 48 millions de dirham8." These nre 
clearly 140 grain coins, following on with the conventionol 
)~ "current," and ~~ "legal," of Nos. 201, 202; ant! 
the distinction is further marked in the snme work in tho 
General'rable of Coins, which follow the old system, and 
expressly designates the silver piece of 8 dir/~am8 ha81d~a!li, 
as "Ie tankah d'argent." 1 

1 On further consideration, I have decided to reproduce the original tcxt in its 

entirety, from M. Quatremere's article, in order that there may be no misapprehen

sion as to the sources of my knowledge or the accuracy or the intcrpretation I put 

upon the data supplied:-" Suivant ce que m'a racont~ Ie scheikh Moubarak, Ie lac 

rouge.rt->~\ d\ contient 100,000 tankah (d'or) et Ie lac blanc ~~, ~\ 

100,000 tankah (d'argent). Le tankah d'or, appel~ dana ce paya tanka'" rouge 

,~, ~', equivaut a trois millikallj et Ie tankah d'argent ~1 ~\ 
WI 4!::; ~J comprend huit dirhems M.chekani,. Le dirhem M8clltkani a 

Ie meme poids-que Ie dirhem d'argent ~, ~)~\, qui a cours en Egypte It 

en Syrie. La valeur de rune et l'autre piece est Ia merne, et ne diff~re presque 

en rien. Le dirhem M.ehtkanJ repond a quatre dirhems Stdtani8, autrement 

nomml!'s doukaniB ~ \S' ol1 \ [do Hni. No. 206]. Le dirhem Sultan; nut Ie 

tiers d'un dirh~m lekeaehkana ~\.(:......, (je lis d\(!..:, piece de ail), qui 

est une troisieme espece de monnaie d'argent qui a cours daDi rInde. et qui 

equivaut aux trois quarts du dirhem he.chtkan;. Une piece, qui est 1a moitie 

du dirhem Suitani, se nomme yekani \..It(, (piece d'un), et vaut un 41,(al 

J:-> [No. 207). Un autre dirhem, appeIe douadehkani ~~.J)~.J 
(PIece de doaze), a coura pour un huchtlranl et demi. Une autre piece 

appelee lehanizd8kani u-' U.J~ L..., correspond a deux dirhem. Ainsi 

lea monnaies d'argent, en usage dana I'lnde, sont au nombre de six, savoir' 

Ie dirhem ,chanizdekani ul\S'.J).ooI, Ie douaulekani ~l(, .J)~.J Ie MIIJAtkani, 

I~ Ichelchkanl.1..S \!..-, Ie ,"ltan; et Ie 1I,kan; \..Il(,. La moindre de eel 

pleces est Ie dirhem ,ulla"i. Ces trois especes de dirhema ont coura dana Ie com
merce, et sont re-rues universellement; mais aucune n'est d'un usage phil general 

que Ie dlrhem ItIltani, qui equi vaut a un quart de dirhem, mounaie d' Egypte et de 
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lIUHAlfMAD BIN TUGHLAK'S FORCED CURRENCY. 

Towards the close of the thirteenth century of our era, and 

during the succeeding forty years, no less than three .Asiatic 

potentates essayed to enrich their treasuries by the issue of 

representative currencies. Kublai Khan, the Moghul con

queror of China, so far intro~ t~vice, that he~
panded and systematized the use of paper notes, which had 
~--~ ---- ------~--~----~ ~ 

very early developed itself in that empire; 1 so that circum-

stanoes were eminently propitious for the experiment, both in 

the precedent, the instincts of the people, and the absence of 

coined money in gold pr silver. The latter item alone con

stituted, in itself, a most important element in the immediate 

success of the measure, as no vulgar prejudice had to be 
offended by the withdrawal or supercession of current money 

of positive intrinsic value; and the very introduction of a 

paper currency of graduated denominations, bearing the stamp 

of so powerful a monarch, aided m~~~ the develop-
~--- --,.....~--~-

me~~~ ~t:"~~~~e ~on~~~.9 
Syrie. I.e dirhem aultanivauthnitfels ,-",)J (oboles),le /fjitlJl J-=.. (~). 
quatre 1m; at Ie cfuhem /u8eAtkanj, qui correspond parfaitement au dirhem 

d'argent d'Egypte et de Syrie, vaut trente.deux feh. I.e ntl (roll) de l'Inde, 

qui porte Ie nom de rir ..;-, petie 70 mithkals, qui estimes en dirhems d'Egypte, 

en valent 102J, Quarante sir formen~ un man" ~~~. On ne connait 

pas dans l'Inde 1a methode de mesurer les grains."-Notices et Extraits, xiii. 211. 

1 The introduction dates from 119 B.C. H. Parkes, J.R.A.S. xiii. 179. P. 

Gaubll, quoted in Marsden, p. 357. note 677. 

I The following is Marco Polo's account of the paper currency of Kublai Khan: 

.. In this city of Kanbalu is the mint of the grand Khan, who may truly be said 
to possess the secret of the alchemists. as he has the art of producing money by 
the following process :-He canses the bark to be stripped from those mulberry

trees, theleavetl of which are used for feeding silkw~rms, and takes from it that 
thin inner rind which lies between the coarser bark and the wood of the tree. 
TIns being steeped, and afterwards pounded in a mortar, until reduced to a pulp. 
is made into paper, resembling (in substance) that which is manufactured from 
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Very different were the terms Kai Khatu proposed to inflict 
upon his subjects in Persia: his motive was obviously evil, 
and the surroundings inauspicious under almost every asp-;t. 

Man..!._of th..e ~~UBes of the Tabrlz Tckao edict of A.H. 693 
(A.D. 1294) followed the Chinese system; but instead of 

__ ~~ ... _ 0-__ • - ___ -_- ~ 

cotton, but quite black. When ready for use, he haa it cut into piecCi 01 money 
of different sizes, nearly square, but somewhat longer than they are wide. 01 
these, the smallest pass for a denier tournois; the next for a Venetian .ilver 
groat; others for two, five. and ten groats; others for one, two, three, and .. far 
as ten besanta of gold. The coinage of this paper money is authenticat ... d with 
as much form and ceremony as if it were actually of pure gold or silver i for to 
each note a number of officers, specially appointed, not only subscribe their nam(,-II, 
but affix their signeta also; and when this has been regularly done by the whole 
of them, the principal officer, deputed by his 'Majesty, having dipped into ver
milion the royal seal, committed to his custody, stamps with it the piece of paper, 
so that the form of the seal, tinged with vermilion, remains imprl'88ed upon it, by 
which it receives full authenticity as current money, and the act of counterfeiting 
It is punished as a capital offence. When thus coined in large quantlties, this 
paper ourrency is circulated in every part of the grand Khan's dominions; nor 
dare any person, at the peril of his life, refuse to accept it in payment. All his 
subjecta receive it without hesitation, because, wherever their business may call 
them, they can dispose of it again in the purchase of merchandise they may haTe 
occasion for; such as pearls, jewels, gold or silver. With it, in Ihort, every 
article can be procured .•••. When any persollS happen to be possessed of paper 
money which from long use has become damaged, they carry it to the mint, where, 
upon the payment of only 3 per cent., they may receive fresh notes in exchange. 
Should any be desirous of procuring gold or silver for the purposes of manufacture, 
such as drinking-cups, girdles, or other articles wrought of these metals, they in 
like manner apply at the mint, and for their paper obtain the bullion they re
quire. All his 'Majesty's armies are paid With this currency, which is to them of 
the same value as if it were gold or silver." -'Marsden, cap. xviii. 

Among other substitutes for money, Marco Polo notices the use of coral in 
Tibet. He says: "These people use no coined money, nor even the paper money 
of the grand KM.n, bot for their currency employ coral" The money or currency 
they make use of (in Kain-du) is thus prepared. Their gold is formed into small 
rods, and passes according to its weight, without any stamp. This is their greater 
money; the smaller is salt-cakes, on which the stamp of the grand Kbfln is im
pressed; 80 of the cakes are made to pass for a saggio of gold. In Karaian they 
employ for money the white porcelain shell found in the sea; 80 of these Bhella 
equal in value 1 saggio of silver. 

Ibn Batutah's testimouy to the success of Kublai'. paper currency is .. followl 
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bringing a benefit, ~ disguise, it was manifestly fraudulent 

in its inception, associated with tyranny and oppression in 
the enforcement of its provisions; so much so, that Ghazan 

Khan, the nephew of the reigning monarch, refused to admit 

the fictitious money within the limits of his government of 

KhoraBan. And the measure, upheld With much difficulty 

"Les habitants de la Chine n'emploient dans letu'S transactions commerciales ni 
pi~ees d'or ni pi~ces d'argent. Toutes celles qui wvant dans ce pays sont fondues 
en lingots, comme noUB venons de Ie dire. Ils vendent et ils achetent au moyen 
de marceau de papier, dant chacnn est aussi large que la paume de III. main, et 
porte 111. marque au Ie sceau du Sultan. Vingt-cinq de ces billets sont appeles lJdli'cht 

(~~), ce qui renent au sens du mot dinh, au de pi~ce d'or chez nous. 
(Ibn Batnlah expressly mentiona that there is no charge for renewal of the worn 
paper.) Si nn individn se rend au marcM avec nne pi~ce d'argent, au bien avec 
nne piece d'or, dans Ie dessein d'acbeter quelque chose, on ne la lui prend pas, et 
ron ne fait auenne attention a lui, jusqu'A ce qu:ill'ait changee contre Ie Mlicht 
ou les billets avec lesquels il pouna acheter ae qu'il desirera."-Ibn Batntah, 
Paris edit. iv. 259. (About 1345 A.D.) See also Not. et Extr. xiii. 222. 

Du Ralde, in his great work upon-China, has given an engraving of one 
of the notes of Hong llOU (Tai tsou) {A.D. 1366), the fonnder of the twenty-first or 
Ming dynasty, and adds, "these sheets are much sought after by those that build, 
who hang them up as a rarity on the chief beam of the honse, which, according 
to vulgar notion, preserves the house from all misfortunes." (English edition, 
London, 1741, vol. ii. p. 293.) 

Colonel R. Yule has succeeded in obtaining a specimen of the early Ming 
dynasty's paper currency, Which has the peculiarity of being "nearly black," 
as described by Marco Polo. Antiquarians await, with much interest, CoL Yule's 
acconnt of this fragment of Eastern life, which is to appear in his forthcoming 
edition of the Travels of Marco Polo. 

The inscriptions on the sides of the Hong vou note are given in a translated 
form by Du Halde as follows : 

"I. The Court of the Treasury having presented their petition, it is decreed 
that the paper money thus marked with the Imperial seal of Ming shall pass 
current, and be put to the same use as copper coin. Those who counterfeit it 
shall be beheaded." 

"2. He who shall inform against and secure them [the forgers] shall have a 
reward of 250 taels. Besides, he shall receive the goods of the criminal, as well 
immovable as movable. Dated such a year, month, and day, of the reign of 
Hong vou," 

16 
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during the space of two months, contributed indirectly to the 
loss of Kai Khatu's throne, and the bowstring avenged his 
people's wrongs little more than six months after the first 
proclamation of this notable financial operation.l 

Khai Khatu's scheme for a paper currency was designed,' 
not to aid the existing circulation, but to suppress and super
sede altogether the use of gold and silver money, as well as 
to prevent the employment of those metals in manufactures, 
the object being that aU the precious metals in the land might 

1 D'Ohsson, iv. 101; Malcolm's Persia, i. 430; De Guignes, Book :niL 267; 
LBngIes, Mem. de I'Institute, iv. 115; Price'. Mahommedan History, ii. 696; 
De Sauley, Journal Asiatique,1842; Prof. E. B. Cowell, 1.A.B. Bengal, 1860, 
p.187. 

I The following is a description of the form. and legends or the notal : 

~,; ~~ ~~ ~ ct'~ "'.Yo J~ c:.r..~.J\::-- ~.JJ"" .J '-=-'~ 
J ~i "'Y. ~\ \k;... ~ ~ u!\k;... bi<' ~ ~ ~ 

• 
J ..u; ~ ~'.ill\ J,....l ~ 'JI\I\ ~\J' ~.> J'" jl ~T ..;J~ 
, I • - I. ~ -" ~ ~,':.t. ' • ~\001)~ ~\ ("!.W ~ J.l~ ~ ..;~ .J ~.1!~ ~~ 

~'j\';J) J 

~ j\ J Y''''''.F~ j\ C:.J\:;.. II~ ~\", 4.i~.l'" J 'II~ J..~ 

I.:)~ II~,J~ ~ b,J.JJT r1.i.l"'.l~ Ir, J I~ ri.l.J~'" '''' \i ~)J 
~~\.-. J,I.::- ~, ~t..::.... .J ~ J 4.!.J})j I.:- CJ\i .1'" ~\:>.. j\1s:9 

L~ ~j} , I.:)j 4 ~II~ ~~ J .# • ~\~ 4.i~) ~t...)'" 

~;1~ ~~", ~ !JJ\ Jl.. I~L.J 
-Wan~ Bombay lithographed edition. 
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be monopolized. by the ruling power. The execution of the 
decree necessarily fell with immediate severity on the every~ 

day transactions of life~ and was felt more especuilly in the 

matter of provisions, which, like all other goods, were not 

allowed. to be paid for in coin; and as the dealers objected to 
the new substitute for cash~ they adopted the simple alterna
tive of closing their shops~ and produced absolute famine in 

the metropolis, while plenty reigned. in the districts around. 

No wonder, then, that the starved citizens of Tabriz rose up 

as one man and wreaked their vengeance upon the subor
dinate whom they deemed the author of their woes, while the 

Sultan was left to discover from the empty streets that all 
was not well with his capital. 

Far other motives seem to have actuated Muhammad bin 

Tughlak's trial of a forced currency. Of course, the introduc

tion of so sweeping a measure as making the king's brass 
equivalent to other men's silver, admits of scant defence 

among civilized nations. Fakhl'-ud-din Ju.n8., as the Sulta.n 

was called. before his accession to the thron7,w~s not in~~ 
.!-vicio~ ~, though a~ beyond the ordinary range of 
Eastern despots, and whose severities, not to say cruelties,. 
would have emptied many another throne: he ruled for twenty
seven years, or nearly as long as the combined reigns of his 
six predecessors, and died in his bed at last, a mercy that was. 
only doubtfully extended to one of the six monarchs in ques
tion. His leading eccentricities are described as profusion 
and want of mercy; 1 the first took the form of Oriental. 

1 Here is- Ibn Batutah's estimate of the Sultan whom he served: "Mohammed" 
est de tons lea hommes celui qui aime davantage A f&ire des cadeau et aussi a. 
repandre Ie sang (~:.;:.. ,.,' ~~ ~). Sa porte voit toujoura pres 
d'elle quelque jaki,. qui devient riche,. ou quelque etre vivant qui est mis a. mort. 
Ses traits de generosite et de bravoure, et sea example. de cruaute et de violence 
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liberality, in regal gifts, rather than in mere ostentatious 
display or reckless personal extravagance; the second was, 
perchance~ incident to the disregard of human life prevailing 
around him, and his own avowed conviction of its necessity. 
Of avarice, however, no one has accused him; he may well 
have lieard of the success of the paper currency in China, 
equally as he may have learnt the fate the similar but less 
effectively concerted device had met with in Persia; never
theless he may have felt and justly conceived that he was 
strong enough to try the experiment, and he withdrew 
from it frankly when it proved a failure. Severe to the 
extreme in his punishments, and, doubtless, ready to en
force the penalties said to have been specified in the original 
proclamation,l no._ threat of vengeance is recorded on the 
for~~d _currency, as had been the ~ase#;iili ih~ Chinese and 
Persian notes. The legends on the brass tokens consist 

envers les coupables, ont obtenu de la celebrite parmi Ie peuple. Malgrc! cela, il 
est Ie plus humble des hommes et celui qui montre Ie plus d' equiU; lea cere
monies'de la religion Bont observees A sa cour; il est tr~. Bh~re en ce qui regarde 
la pri~re et la chiltiment qui Buit Bon inexecution. n est au nom bre del roil 
dont la felicite est grande, et dont lea heurenx 8Uce~1 di!paaaent ce qui est Oldi
naire; mais sa qualite dominante, c'est la generosi~."-Ibn Batutab, iii 216. 

The Shaikh Mubfuoak bin Mahmlid .dnfJati, who alao visited Muhammad bin 
Tughlak's Court, is equally warm in his praises of the generosity, humility, and 
accomplishments of the Sultan, but does not allude to his cruelties.-M"ldZIk 
al ..db,dr, in Notices et Extraits, xiii. pp. 190, 191. See also another witneu, 
pp. 187,207, etc. 

lIdo not reproduce the minor details of this operation as variously recorded 
in the versions of the Indian historians. In the mere order of priority of publiaa. 
tion, 1 may refer the reader to Dow, i. p. 802, Briggs, L p. 414, who translate 
Ferishtah'. text. An English rendering of the Persian text of the Tabaka"-i
Kkbari is to be found in my first edition of the Pathan Sultana, p. 66. The 
originlll Persian passage from Zifl Bami is given in my Snpplement (Dehli, 1851, 

.p. 19, and Num. Chron. XT. p. 140); and the text of that author has since been 
published in extenso in Calcutta (1862), and freely translated by Prof. Dowson, 
Elliot's Historians, voL iii. p. 240. See also Elphinstone'l India, p. 405, and 
.Jour. As. Soc. Ben"cral, 1860, p. 193. 
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either of an appeal to the religious Clevotion of one section of 
his subjects, or of an official intimation of legal equivalents 
to guide the mercantile classes; in no instance were these 
representatives of real money issued. to pass for the more 
valuable current gold pieces; the highest coin he desired 
credit for, in virtue of the ,regal stamp, was a Tankah of 140 
grains of silver, and the minor subdivisions were elaborately 
provided. for in detail. No interference whatever seems to have 
been contemplated. with the existing circulating media, and 
the proportion of the new coinage absolutely uttered, largE 
as it was, must have been infinitesimal, in reference either 
to the income of the Sovereign or the fabulous wealth of the 
kingdom over which he held sway.l With every materia] 
element of success, this carefully organized measure wae. 

doomed. to failure, fro~~~?gElt~~r unforseen ca1!.8e. His 
Majesty's officers of the mint worked. with precisely the 
same tools as the ordinary workman, and operated. upon a 
metal, so to say, universally available. There was no 
special machinery to mark the difference of the fabric of 
the Royal Mint and the handy-work of the moderately 
skilled. artisan.ll Unlike the precautions taken to prevent 

1 Mubfuoak Anhati gives an illustration of the wealth of the land, in the 
incidenf; of the confiscation of ,. sum of 437,000,000 nU,kdl8 of gold from one 
offender, "an incaleulable mass of gold.n_Not. et Ext. xiii. 194. See also p.173, 
the old story of the discovery of 40 6~M.r' of gold, each baJu1r weighing 333 mans. 

s ZiaBarnisaya-.M"~ I..i~\)-> ~~~ loS~l~j\ ~\>..Jb)-> 

.1i~\.:5' '-.I,.ri V-ft- j\ ~ j ~)~ ~lM ->~ ~~~ J 
Calcutta text, 476. 

T. Mub6.rak Shfl.h-;") £:J~ ~~'''''' J ~L,\"... ~,~ J ~~~ 

.1i~ ~~ J..u::.:;..L, y;J\).,) ~..) ~ 

Budaoni-:r. 1.lj'~ y.rz1~'->..J-!.,>. ~'r ).,) '~.Jb'6:--..Jb 
.1i~ ~ V- (.IN)J 
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the imitation of the Chinese paper notes, there was posi
tively no check upon the authenticity of the copper token, 
and no limit to the power of production by the masses 
at large.l Under such circumstances it is only strange that 
the new currency should have run so long a course _~ _ the 
three consecutive years (or one full year with portions of the 
first and 'last )~ th;;;~ord of which we find on their surfaces . 
.As has been already stated, when there remained no question 
as to the failure of the scheme, Muhammad bin Tughlak, 
unwillingly., perhaps. but honestly, attempted to meet the 
difficulty., by authorizing the reception of the copper tokens 
at the treasury and their exchange for full money equivalents. 
No scrutiny, had such been effectively practicable, was en
joined against illicit fabrications; and the sums actually 
exchanged may be estimated by the mounds upon mounds of 
brass coins which were heaped up as mere rubbish in the 
Fort of Tughlakahad (Dehli), where they were still to be 
.seen a century later, in the reign of Mubarak Shah 11.1 It 
is clear that, if good money was paid for all these tokens, 
Muhammad bin Tughlak's temporary loan, extracted from 
his own ilubjects, must have been repaid at a more than 

I 'rhe Chinese evidently felt and anticipated lOme such result, and 80 avoided 
the evil here experienced. ., It is easy to, judge that there would be debasers of 
inoney in China, if the silver was coined as well as copper, since their small pieces 
of copper are 10 often counterfeited by the Chinese! Those who follow this trade 
mark the counterfeit coin with the same characters as are BeeD upon the true, but 
the metal they use is of a baser 8Ort, and the weight not 80 good. If they happen 
to be discovered the crime is capital."-Du Halde, English edit. uu, ii. 293. 

~~ ~~\;j\;'; ~J ).J ~\.C \j ~ .JJ~ ~ ft'- L:.I' J :a 

MS. TankhMubarak Sh6.hi. ~y, .~L. ~ 

Be also, more explicitly, the TUikh Budioni adds-

~~ ~.,- -" ,,~u ~L:.II,.Jy,~~J~vw-~I, 
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Orien~ rate of interest, though possibly, in very many 
instances, compensation reached parties but little entitled 
to it. 

I will now proceed to recapitulate, in brief detail, the more 
prominent and instructive specimens of Muhammad bin Tugh
lak's forced currency still extant. It will be seen that ordi
nariIy-the values attaching to the several gradational coins 
are specified on their surfaces, but in many cases the equi
valents of the current money have to be discovered from 
the approximation to the old standards, in form or weight, 
given to the representative brass tokens. We have, in dis
tinct terms, the ·50 ka,,!i piece, the half, the quarter, as well 
as the 8 ka,,!i and 2 kd,,!i pieces, and a correspondent of the 
175 grain. tanka'" might pos;nbly be discovered in the brass 

to 

money designated as €~ I!:.J "current Tankah" (No. 195), 

but I prefer to' look upon these pieces as provided to 
supply the places of the modified 'adali of 140 grains 
(No. 180),1 with which they are identical in weight, and 

-1.:.-: ..) .r~t.. _ ~W t- ~ \j ~\.., JI~ .rW t- . t... l1 
~ J ~- '). "L.J. '.T' ~. ~ ~ 

Calcutta text, p. 229. ~,..) ~ f- ..)~l 

Zifl:&rni'a account of the original incoming of the brass tokena is even more 
graphic. 

~";' cUI.&.. ),j...;tt ,,, J ~tt ~ J ~ J.)j 4.!::; ft'- ~1 J~J 

J!.. VI"" k:J jl ~"i dS' oM' J,j 4J~ J,j V-~ ~,~ J 

Calcutta text, p. 476. ~ ,)'oM~ "4\ Jw .)" vuJ 
I The' adali, as a definite coin, Drat makes its appearance under Muhammad 

bin TnghIak:, but it would Beem from the following passage that its introduction 
was due to • Alfl .. ud-din Muhammad Shah:-
.. .1'''. -t .. \ lOW _.£ / .. 

~ ~ ~J ,~ J c,.;M .. J \.:..-0",">; ~ ~\ ~, 
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to have been intended to pass at the same rate as thu more 
definitely marked 50 ka1}i piece of similar fabric. Nos. 197 
and 198 may, perchance, have been designed for 40 ka!,i 
pieces (as 140 :50::112: 40), and No. 200 approximates in 
weight, under a similarly graduated scale of proportions, to 
a 20 ka!,i piece, or the 32 rali purana of 66 grains, already 
adverted to at pp. 163, 167, and regarding which 'urther 
comparisons will be found at page 221, et Beq. 

The Use of the term dirham on Nos. 202, 203, is more 
difficult to explain. The word is new among the Dehli mint
ages, though, as will be seen hereafter, it must have been 
common enough in the vernacular speech of the country. 
Were it not that there is an expressly designated " Hasht
ka.:Q.i," it would be reasonable to suppose that these were the 
dirham8 spoken of by Ibn Batutah and Sheikh Mubarak, as 
reckoning eight to the old tankan; but as the latter coin was 
also in these times indifferently called a dirham, it is possible, 
in spi~ of the defective weight, which, however, WM. alto
gether disregarded in other cases, that these pieces may have 
been authoritative correspondents, in a different form, ot the 
'adali or 140 grain tankan. 

~ J ~~ J' .,\JJ rU)iJ ~~ ~~ , ,t.:. ~~ iJ\.M:..tl 
->_ ,,_, I. _ I" - r.. • 
..::- iJ -:r J &'::'::;"'\ooJ ~ , ~ ~'J ~J) J~..r.- J ~ J 

.,\J~ U-- ~\S' J~ L.:,..-~ J iJl~ J~ ~ 4$.Jb \j . ~ 

ltarginal note by Dehli commentator~ I!..... ..;~. 
-MS. T6.r1kh-i-.A1u of Mir Khusru. 
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No. 195 (pI. iv. fig. 96). Brass. Weight, 136 grs. 

Daulatabad, .A..X. 780. Dehli (I\(~), 131, 7'32. 

tu,\ c.--" ~ ~ ~ 

L:J\ \, \ ,J' 

t \k \ ~.) _0---, 

cJ--.. -.... )\ 
He who obeys the Sultan, 

truly, he obeys God. 

..r~.I. JL ~~\~J~ 
A.t the seat of royalty, Daula

tabaa, in the year 730. 

J~U.J~ -i~ 

J~~' ~~ 

Sealed as a Tankah current 
in the reign of the slave, hope
ful (of mercy), 

Muhammad Tughlak • 

No. 196 (pI. lV. fig. 99). Bross. Weight, 132 grs. 
Very rare. Daulata.boo, A..X. 7231, 132. 

t\k'~ 
L:J\ \, \ .. J\ 

\l:"oU.-i t 

~.,--l' 
.Area. He who obeys the 

Sultan, truly, he obeys 
God. 

Hargi1t-ISL..t~ J~ 

A.t the seat of royalty, Daula
taboo; in the year {7)31. 

4.! ' i~ 

Sealed as a Tan'kah of fifty 
KaJ;rls during the reign of the. 
slave, hopeful (of mercy), 

Muhammad Tughlak. 
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No. 197 (pI. iv. fig. 100). Brass. Weight, 112 grs • 
.l.R. 730, '131. 

t l1I..\· ; 

~ .... .r-1
' 

- ''--''''.--J-I"J-=='> • , 

Truly, he obeys God. 
Tughlak. 

f..~1 ere 

4;)' \,' .. J1 

V,...·~ 

He who obeys the Sultan; 
Muhammad, 730. 

No. 198 (pI. vi. fig. 101). Brass. Weight, 112 grs. 

4;)LkW\ J~J 

L,)"'\:.J1 ~ 

~ r',a- ! 

\ . -c.J ~ ... ' 

~1~' 

JJ-'J1 ~1J 

~rJ\JJ~ 

Sovereignty is not conferred 
upon every man, (but) some 
(are placed over) others.1 

Tughlak. 

Obey God, and obey the 
Prophet, aud those ill authority 
a.mong you. 

Muhammad, 730. 

No. 199. :Brass. Weight, 70 grs. .loR. 730. 

~~ 

- l' . u - - I 

Yuhammad bin Tughlak. 

v,...·~~, 

Struck as a fourth (quarter 
'adal.),730. 

1 Kuru, Surah iv. verse 62. 
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No. 200. Br1;s. Weight, 55 grs. A..B:. '1S0. 
(See Yarsden, No. DOOXV. p. 535). 

c.,. ) ;. 

e 

-. 
Kurfm. iii. 167. 

U :", .... 

Su:Bicientia mea Dominus est. 

" ~J\ ..... ': ~\ ~ 
~ .J' t"", . 

Fmhn(Recensio, p.1l5) has an example ola coin ofNUh. bin MansUr, 
struck at :Bokhara, in .LX. 376, with ~, ~ on the top of 

the area. 

No. 201 (pl. iv.fig. 104). :Brass. Weight, '12 grs. Rare • 

Margin-~': t1l«fif( •• 
$rlh Jfol&amad • • 

.JjU i 

~.J,J;J4-

..J~~' r~ 

Yoney TanlaA current in the 
reign of the slave, hopeful (etc.), 

Muhammad Tughlak. 

No. 202 (pI. iv. fig. 105). Weight, 80 grs. Stacey collection. 
Unptihliahed. Daulatabad, A..H. '130. Dehli (i..rd>-) A..lr. 730, 
732. Dehli (~~,~) A..1t. 730. Dehli (rLJ~}~) A..I[. 7~O. 

rL J')~ ~J~' Y~ 

At the seat of Islam, in the 
year, 730. 

crw) ..; if.rJ' 

cJ-...... -·~· _.Ji 

Struck as a lawful tli,.nam in 
the time of the slave, Yu
hammad. bin Tughlak. 
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No. 203. ,jJtJ,J~, .1.11.730,732. (1io less than three selected 

specimens of these latter mintages exactly toucn the 80 grains). 

No. 204. Copper. Weight, 103 grs. Unique. DaulaMMd, A.B:. 730. 

Muhammad bin Tughlak, at the 
capital, Daulatabad, year 730. 

Naaft· 

~)J~' 

~)'~' 
£..1.--l' ~) 

Thi, half-piece (was) struck 
during the time of the slave, 
trusting in the mercy of God. 

No. 205. Brass. 

.)....t sW' 

Weight, 53 grs. Rare. JIaaAtkd1)i. 

.J.) .. 
- ! ." " .......... I t::dl!~ 

No. 206. Variety. Weight, 25 grs. Rare. Dokd1)i. 

No. 207. Copper. Wei~t, 74: grs. Gen. Cunningham. Unique. 

A. Jaitil. 

The equivalent of one 1&1);. 
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No. 208 (pI. iv. fig. 107). Copper. '\Yeight,.53 grs. .lox. '132. 

(Jmtr~~~ ~, 

NtWgin-.,rJ If' ~ .r. J~ 
In the year 732. Dominion and glory are of God. 

There are very few specimens of the exclusively copper 
coins of Muhammad bin Tughlak; the copper currency 

proper seems'to have been confined to the three examples 
quoted. below (Nos. 209,210,211), but in many cases dies 
intended for the small silver coins, and the less marked and 
declaratory legends of the forced currency, seem to have 
been employed to stamp copper, which, in the fullness of 
its weight, carried its own value in the market, irrespective 
of any especial superscription. 

No. 209. Copper. Weight, 68 grs. 

OMter&r-odll ~ L.:]\lJ .... n The Sultan, shadow of God. 

.Ret:""IJ-~~ c.f. ~ Muhammad bin Tugblak Shih. 

No. 210. Copper. Weight, 53 grs. Col Stacey. .lox. '130. 

Obver'II-V""· ~, ~ LFl}' 
.Ret:er.e-ISl!a ~ ~ ~ 

No. 211. Copper. Weight, 54 grs. Rare.1 

OMter.e-.l ~ 

.Ret:"'&fJ-~~ 

1 Ibn Batutah has preserved a curious record of the legends inscribed upon the 
coinage of the Slierif J alfll-ud-din A1,).san Shah, commandant in Malabar <r-) 
who threw off his allegiance to Muhammad bin Tnghlak, and issued money bear
ing his own DaIJIe in 742 A.H. 

~ ~.l>-' '-:i ~ L.:]~ , &.w~ ~~.lI' ,~\j.ll' Y~ -' 
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We have seen with what N umismatio honours .Altamsh I 
welcomed the santification of his new kingdom of the East 
by the reigning Khalif of Baghdad in 626 A.H. Within 
thirty years of that date the office of the chief Pontift' of the 
Muslim world was destined to be extinguished in the person 
of Musta1}.sir's successor, the unhappy Must'asim, who was 80 

cruelly put to death by Hulaku Khan, on the capture of the 
city of the Faith, in 656 A.B. With all the Darbarian 
superstition that hesitated to shed what was es~emed sacred 
blood, the conqueror did not scruple to crush into one un
seemly mass the bones of his victim,! coincidently with the 

surrender of the inoffensive inhabitants of the favoured city, 
estimated at 800;000 persons, to the wanton slaughter of the 
Mughal troops. While the throne of the Khalifs became 
but an idle symbol, and the centre of Islam was converted 
into a ghastly camp of Nomads, the latest Muhammadan 
conquest "in partibus infidelium" must have been singularly 

J ~..\I' J ~..\I' Jl::- ~\""'.''', 'ip' Yo' u-;!J II1l.lL.. )~~, 
~\kW' bl!, ~, I.:J~)' ~~~ ~~, ~~~, ~, '-Ii 

Etfrappa en eon propre nom des monnaiel d'or et d'argent. Sur nn del c6tet del 
drnm il avait grave lea mots suivants: I.e progenitore de TAd.Ad et Yd.,/ft (cea 
lettree, qui constituent 1e8 titres de deux chapitres du Kor6.n, Ie u' at Ie :uxvi, 
sont du Dombre des ~pitMtes qu'on donne A Mahomet). Ie p~r. del lak1ll et del 
indigents, Jellal wi aimEd toll wi aEn. Et sur rantr. lace: Calui qui met II 

confiance dans Ie aecours du Misericordieux, A1pllft 8Ad,. 8ultdn.-Paria edition, 
iii. 328. Ferishtah, i. 423. 

1 The Habib us Siyar says, "The captives were wrapped up in coarae hair 
blankets, and in that state rolled backwards and forwards on the gronnd with 
such force and violence that every joint and articulation of their framea 11' •• either 
stnaIIhed or wrought asunder."-Price'. Muhammadan History, ii. p. 222. 

Novairi, quoted by D'Ohsson (iii. 243), sara they were tied up in aacu and 
trodden under foot by horses. 'One incident in the general extermination ia re
m~kable, .the Christians were unreservedly spared; the N eatorian Church con. 
stituted, Without challenge, their city of refuge (iii. 339, 2'1).-Abul Faraj,339. 



1rlUBAMlIAD :BIN TUGHLAK. 255 

ignorant of, or ,strangely inclliferent to, the events. that af-
. fected their newly-conc~ed allegiance, as the name of the 

martyred Mus1!asim was retained on the Dehli coinage for 
some forty years after his death. Rukn-ud-dfn Ibrahim, the 
twelfth king, is the first to discontinue the practice, when, 
after the murder of Firliz in the camp of 'Ala-ud-dfn~ the 
party in power at Dehli elevated ~e boy-king, they deno

minated his°father ~rl\fl" .. l.r'\jJ a title which .Altamsh 
had affected in early days (see Inscrip~ons G and H, pp. 80 
and 155 supra). ' Ala-ud-dln Muhammad Shah assumed the 

designation of ~ 1sJ \ ~, Right hand of the Khalifat (coin 
Noo 130, etc.; inscription 0, p. 173); but Mubarak, more 
distinctly, calls himself Khallfah 1 (the most mighty Imam, 
Khalifah of the Lord of the two worlds); and his capital, 
Dar ul KhiM/at, "seat of the Khalifah;" and even goes so 

far as to adopt, in addition to the ~ln ~ (Vicegerent of 
God), the spiritual title of Al W~i!c bill ali (p. 181). The 
converted Hindu KhusrU likewise affects, in a subdued de
gree, the attributes of a leader. of Islam, styling himself 

~rl\.p\ J, ~)~ (.,~\i\ "The relying upon the 
goodness of the .All-merciful, successor II of the Commander of 
the Faithful" Ghias-ud-dfn Tughlak Shah, with higher 
claims, seems to have been a much more humble Muham
madan, for he delights in such designations as "the Testifier," 
"the Ghdzl," "Champion of the Faith," etc. • The son, 
Muhammad, is even more modest in his titles, but largely 
affects quotations from the Ruran. Later in his reign (741 

1 So also, in later days, Akbar introduced the new formula o~~t J All m ~m 
.ill \ ~, "There is no god but God, and tM Akbar is his Vicegerent."

Wilson's Works, ii. 391. 

, The term. JJ has an extended range of meanings. The reference here seems 
to be to Mubiirak as Khalif. 
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A.H.) his religious sentiments assert~ themselves more de
finitively, and scruples having arisen in his mind as to the 
imperfection of his own title to the sovereignty-unconfirmed 
as it was by sacerdotal sanction I-he sought to remedy this 
defect by soliciting the patent of the then representative of 
the line of the Abbassite Khalifs, whose immediate prede
cessors had so fallen from the ancient high estate as to accept 
a palace and a pension from the Sultan of Egypt. In antici
pation of the receipt of such acknowledgment, Muhammad 

1 "When the Sultflo returned to Dehli, it occurred to his mind that no king or 
prince could exercise regal power without confirmation by the KAallJaA of the 
race of' Abbfls, and that every king who had, or ahould hereafter reign, without 
such confirmation, had been, or would be, overpowered. The Sultfln made 
diligent inquiries from many travellers about the KAallfahi of the line of' Abbfls, 
and he learned that the representatives of the line of • Abbfls were the 1I:k41lJan. 

of Egypt. So he and his ministers and advisers came to an understanding with 
the EliallJaA that was in Egypt, and while the Sultfln was at Sarg-dwfui he lent 
despatches to him about many things. When he returned to the city he stopped 
tbe prayers of the Sabbath and the' Idl. He had hiI own Dame and .tyle re. 
moved from his coins, and that of the 1I:k41lfah substituted; and hi. fiatteries of 
tbe Kkallfah were so fulsome that they cannot be reduced to writing. In the 
year 144 A.B. {1343 A.D.~, Haji Sa'id Sarsarl came to Dehli, (rom Egypt, bring. 
ing to the Sultfln honours and a robe from the EAalifah. Tbe Sultfln, witb all 
his nobles and ,aiyidl and • • • ,went fotth to meet the HfLji with great cere. 
mony. . • • and he walked before him barefoot (or the distance of lOme long bo,,· 
shots. . • • From that date permiasion was given, that out of respect the Eliali. 

faA' , name should be repeated in the prayers for Sabbatba and holyda,.., • • • • 

and it was also ordered that in mentioning the name. of the kings in the lrAutlxJ 
they should be declared to have reigned under the authority and confirmation of 
the Abbasi Kkalljan.. The namea of those kings who bad not received IUCh 

confirmation were to be removed from the /tAlitha, and the kinga were to be 
declared to be superseded (mutagllallah). • •• The name of the KAallfaA " .. 
ordered to be inscribed on lofty buildings, and no other Dame besides. • •• The 
SultfLn directed that a letter acknowledging his subordination to the KAallfalt 

should be sent by the hands of HfLji Rajab Barka'i, ••• and after '11'0 yean or 
correspondence the Haji returned 'from Egypt, bringing a diploma in the name of 
the Sultan, as deputy of the Kkalljah."-Ellior8 Historiana, iii. 24g j text, 491. 
Ibn Batutah, i. 363; Ferishtah, Brigge, L 426. 
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bin. Tughlak discontinued. the use of his o~ name .on the 
coinage,l and supplanted. it by that of Al-mustakfi billah, 

whose designation appears on the Indian coins minted in 741, 
742, and 743 .A.H.; while the later periods are marked by 
that of his son, Al Hakim b' amr illah AM al Abbci8 A.hmad. 

The following is a list of the earlier Egyptian Khalifs, 
taken from Abul Faraj. There is a conflict of testimony as 
to the accuracy of $e succession in some instances, and still 
more uncertainty in regard to the precise dates of accession, 
etc.2 In short, their own obscurity extended to their his
tory;3 but as the authoritati.ve name$ are the chief matter of 

1 This is a very odd phase of Muhammad bin Tughlak's progressive thought. 

So little occasion does there seem to have been, at the moment, for any such dis
turbing idea, as far as the associations of proximate kiugdDms extended, that the 
Sultb had to examine all sorts of stray travellers to discover where a scion 01 the 

old house could be found, as Ziti. Bami, a contemporary IndillJl biographer, say_ 

~ 45 ~ ~~t.-...J~)1 \.; ~ ~ J~ )\ CJ\bL 
Calcutta text, p. f~ ,. ~1 ~ L.:,..Ji>. ;. ~ ).J vw~ J\ j\ 
Though all this feeling may well have arisen out of new and more advanced 

studies of his own religion, or descriptions by the Westem visitors at his own 
Court of the bye-gone glories of the supreme Ponti1f'a of the Muslim world, who 
had more or less swayed the destinies of the East for five centuries, and whose 

extermination was so intimately associated with one of India's perpetual griev
ances, the success of the Mughals, who were ever threatening the gates of Debli. 
Later, in point of time, Muhammad bin Tughlak secured as a visitor at his own 

Court a scion of the line of Abbl9, in the person of Ghil9-ud-dln Muhammad, a 
son of a great-grandson of the Khalif of Baghdad, ':&ZMuslafll1r lJ,llah, and he 
seems almost to have regretted his hasty adhesion to the Egyptian branch, for, 

after loading his guest with all manner of inconsistent honours, he naively con
fessed to him that had he not already pledged his faith to the African Khalif, he 
would have swom allegiance to him; in short, have secured a submissive Khalif 
of his own.-lbn Batutah, iii. 258, etc. 

I AbUI Faraj himself gives a great many optional statements from other autho
rities, while M. de Guignes' series differs very materially both in the order of suc
cession and dates of evenls from the present list (Rist. des Hnns. i. 882). 

a Lea MameluCB ou Sult!m.s d'Egypte, qui avoient fait ces Khallfes ce qu'ils 

etoient en les reconnoissant pour tels, lea faisoient et les defaisOlent selon leur 

17 
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importance in .the present inquiry, I have not thought it 
necessary to sift in detail the mass of contl'lldictory testimony 
under its local aspect. 

THE EGYPTIAN KHALIFS. 

~~, .ill~ ~\l2l' d. .M.>.' ~'.Y.' ;JJ~.J.:\"" J\ 1 
Inaugurated 9th Rajab, 659 I..II • 

.M.>.\ V'~\ y,\ ~'r~ fts:l\ 2 
Inaugurated Z{'l hijjah, 660 I..II • 

.ill'r~ flsJ' ~\ L!)~ ~)\ i.' .ill4 ~(.!!tJ\ 3 
Inaugurated Jumlida'l awwal, 7011..II. 

~.",J\ ..M..s:'" c.r. ~~\ .ill4 ~!,l\ 4 

Inaugurated 740 A.II • 

.ill~ ~'~",J' c.r. M>\ V'~, y,\ ~\..r-4 ~\ I) 

Proclaimed 741 A.H. 

cill~ ~.J\ ~\P.i.' 4Jl~ .)d·~' ~\ Yo' 6 
Proclaimed 753 A.II • 

.)4 -~ \ c.r. ..M..s:'" .ill, ¥ i.' .ill, ~ JS',:.J \ 7 
Inaugurated Jumlida'l akhir, 7631..H. 

d-,.-",\, c.r. ~~,~, ~'.r-c ~ y,\ ~',n 8 

Inaugurated 785 I..II. 

~~\ ~\ c.r.\ Vi) ~.Y.\ 4Jl~ ~\ 9 

Inaugurated 788 J..1I. 

(,.eltorel) JS' .,:.J' 10 
Inaugurated 791 J.H. 

~.n ~ JS'.r.J1 c.r. ~~I J-d.Ql\ i.' 4Jl~~' 11 
Inaugurated Sh'aMn, 808 A.B:. 

bon plaisir. • •• 'Mais nonobstant l'autorite que lea Sulu'n.a d'Egypte exer~ent 
sur eea Khalifes, nitUlmoins lea rn~mes Sulu'ns 8e lervoient d'eu pour Ie faire 
confirmer et autoriser aupresles peuples," etc.-D'Herbelot, I!d fiDeI, "Ahalit'ab." 
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Coins .struck in the name of the Egyptian Khalits. 

No. 212. Gold. Weight, 163'5 grs. (A worn coin, with imper.
fectly executed legends.) A second, 167 grs. DEHLI, 7£1, 

742, 743.1 

~R <--..1\ rl...;n ~\...j ~ 

~J'.Y.' ~,.J\;e\ Wl~ 

.)~~\\~Y~ 

.)~ ..; ~~I tiD. I sJ\ 

AI Mustakfi. :Billah, ..AbU. al rabi' a Sulaimdn, Khalit of Egypt 
(No.3 of the above list), A.K. 701 to 740. 

No. 213 (pI. iii. fig. 86). Gold. Weight, 170 (171'0, 169'4) grs . 

.HI,t \ n rl..Yl c)L.j ~ 

.M.>. 1 lJ'I'~1 ~.,...n r---' 
I. ( 1 .. .llo.. .r~~~l 

AI1;Iakim. b'amr i1lah, AbU al Abbas, Ahmad, Khalil of Egypt 
(No.5 ofthe-a.bove list); A..K. 741 to 753. 

No. 214. Silver. Weight, 55 grs. Rare. A..K.743. 

O1>"er66-.J~ ~ 4Jl\ ~ 

.R8I1er86-vft" ~ I.J ~" ... J' 
''-:1 

No. 215 (pI. iii. fig. 109). Silver and copper. Weight, 132 grs. 

No. 215a. Major Stubbs. Weight, 138 grs. Daulatabad, A.K. 744. 

Obver,,-VfF ~W\ ~ tU\ ~ FYI rt.Yl 

.R8I1er'6-~,.J\~' ~4 !./< . .......J\ 
jfargir.-I.J}. •• ~ J ~) , t:-') ~ ~4'~yJ ....ll 1..iJb I.-J..ri 

.1 See also Frrehn's Recensia, p. 177. 
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No. 216. Copper. Weight, 65 grs. A.1L '1(2, 7(3. 

Obvw"-")J~ ~ ~, ~ 

ll6'Der,,-Vfr ~~ ...;( .... J, 

No. 217. Copper. A.K. 742. 

Ob,,",I-J*' ~ ~, ~, 

1ln".,,-Vfr ~, .. n LlJ.,il, • 
...". ..J 

No. 218 (pt iii. fig. 110). Copper. Weight, 128 gn. 
AoK. 7/j,d, 749, 750, 751. 

ObfJer.I-V'f1\ 4-..~' r'~ ftJ' 
.RefJW,l-oM.>' V"~, Yo' 

No. 219. Brass. Weight, 55 grs. Rare. A.K. 748. 

Similar legends. 

Having completed. the description of the coins of Muham
mad bin Tughlak, I append a list of the prices of commo
dities at Dehli, towards the end of his reign, furnished to 
the author of the MasaJ.ik al Ab~8.r by his Egyptian in
formants:-

Wheat ........................ 11luuhtJ&d!lt the man, 
Barley •••••••• ................ 1 " " 
Common Rice .. .... •.•• •••••• 1 f" " 
Peas(~) ••••••••••••••• J" " 
Sugar •••••••••••••••••••• _ •• _ 1 lwuhtl41}t for five ,ir,. 
Sugar Candy (~\.:J') ...... 1" four " 
Fat Sheep. superior quality, 1 tanlal or 8 luuJ.tU1}i. each. 
Oxen in good condition...... 2 tauaM each. 
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:Mubammad bin Tughla.k does not seem to have concerned 
himself' with inscriptions, hence the only mention of his 
name in such documents is to be found in the Hindi Inscrip. 
tion of Chunar (po 195 ante), and an incidental record. iD 
Devanagari cha.ra.cters, on the third. story of the Kuth Minar, 
designating him as Muhammad 8ultan~ with the annexed date 
of 8amDat 1382 =1325 A.D.l His public works at Dehli were 
confined to the erection of the detached Fort of ' A'dildbdd, 
otherwise called Muhammaddbad, at the south-east comer of 
Tughlakab8.d., with the 8atpalah, or cc seven-arched" dike, 

--.-~-..... --~ 
between Chiragh Dehli and Kb.irki and the complete forti-
fication of the suburbs of Dehli, enclosing the space from 
the Kuth by Khirki, Chiragh Dehli, Shap-ur, etc. (the 
"Cutuh Lath, Kherhoo, Chiragh Dilhoo, and Shahpor," of 
the accompanying map), and forming an enceinte of five 
miles, pierced with thirteen gates in the curtains alone, and 
well known in history by the title 'or Jakan-panOA, I "asylum 
at the world." 

:BENGAL 0011\8. 

I revert, for the last time, to the money of the kings of 
Bengal ruas Shah, the eighth of those who exercised the 
privilege of coining, either as Viceroys or temporarily inde
pendent Sovereigns, succeeded in emancipating himself from 
all interference on the part of the Sultans ()f Dehli; so that 
from this period the kingdom of Bengal ~es to have either 
monetary or historical. associations with the empire of the 

1 Cunningham, Arob. Report, 1862-3, p. 35. 
I Ibn Batutah, iii. 1'7; Timur-Bec. M. de la Croix, book iv. cap. xx., coins 

of Shu Shih, infra; Synd A.hmad, pp. 22, 31; Debli ArchlBOlogical Society's 
Journal, 1863, map, p. 68, etc.; Cunningham, 42; c. J. Campbell, I.A.S. 
Bengal, 1866, p. 119, etc. 
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north, which are only renewed on Shir Shah's conquest of 
Hindustan, nearly two centuries after Ffruz's abortive ex

pedition in A.B. 754. 

V. FAKHR-UD-DrN MUBKRAK SHKH. 

On the departure of Muhammad bin Tughlak from Bengal, 
Tatar Khan, honorarily entitled Bahrdm Klu1n, an adopted 
son of Ghias-ud-wn Tughlak, seems to have been left in 
charge of the provinces included in the government of Su
nargaon, while the Lakhnauti division of the kingdom was 

entrusted to ~ }~ ~, surnamed lfadr KJuln,l 
Neither of these rulers' names are to be found on the local 
coinage. As mere governors on the part of the Sultan, they 
were, of course, not entitled to issue money bearing their own 
llames. On the death. of Bahram Khan,' which is stated. to 

have taken place in 739, but may probably have to be ante
dated to 737, Fakhr-ud-din Mubarak, his Sildhddr, took pos-

1 There is 80me difficulty about the identity of thi. J$:adr Kh6.n, .. it ia j1l8t 
possible that the }~ may prove to be a mistranscription ot .~ or ~ • 

The earliest notice of this personage under the associate namea Ind titlea above 
given is to be found in the Tarlkh.i Mubarak SMhi, where, on Muhammad bin 
Tughlak's accession, Malik Bandar Khilji is .tated to have been appointed to 
Lakhnauti. The passage is lIB followa :-

t..:....<l... ~\., , .1-' .(' ~\h;\ ~ '\:;. ~ .L.:... \ol:.J cl.. " "'i'rt- '- J CJ ') ~-- ) • 

~\" ..;~ c.::.J.J~J' ~\ rU:u Lt~)i.' ~~\ r~ 
See also Ferishtah, text, i. 237; Briggs, i. 412, 423; J.R.A.S., N.S., ii. 195. 

I "AboRt this time the rebe1liOll ot Fakhra broke out in Bengal, after the 
death of Bahram Khan (Governor of Sunar-gaon). Fakhra and his Bengali 
forces killed ~adr Khan (Governor of Lakhnauti), and cot hia wives and family 
and dependeuts to piecea. He then plundered the treasures ot Lakhnauti, and 
.ecured possession of that place and of Sat-gaon and Sunar.gaon. These p1acea 
were th1l8 lost to the imperial throne, and falling into the banda of Fakhr~ and 
other rebels were not recovered."-Elliot's Historians, iii. 242. 
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session of the government, and proclaimed his indepen~ence.l 
He was in the :first instance defeated by the troops sent 

against him. from Lakhnauti, but finally succeeded in main

taining his authority, and, as the coins prove, in :retaining 

his hold on Sumirgaon and its dependen~ies throughout the 

nine years, from 741 to 750 A..H., comparatively undisturbed. 

The history of the period is confused, and the dates given by 

the native authors prove of little '\'8.1.ue;9 but the coins esta

blish the fact that in 751 another ruler, designated Ikhtidr
ucJ..din GhAzi Shah, presided over the Mints of Eastern 

Bengal. 

FaUr-tUl-im HuMrd SMA. 

No. 220 (pl iv . .fig. 151, and pl vi. fig. 7). Silver. Weight, 166'0 

grs. Sunargaon, Ln. 737,-741, 742, 743,144, 745, 746, '147, 

748, 749, 750. 

.ill\~~ 

~'~L.; 

~J .. 1\ 

Yargin-

~S\ ~, k t, •• ll 

~.l1\, ~..w'ft 

..:J' \., 1 " 1\ 

~~ -' ~ -' t::- k.- i.~.JL, J~ ~ K.J\ i~ Y~ 

The specimen engraved in pL vi. fig. 7 is unique in date, and 

varies in the opening legend of the reverse from the less rare coins 

of later years, which commence with ~\ ~. 

1 NiztuD-ud-din Ahmad says Mubflrak killed Babrrun KUn, whilq Abu! Fazl 
affirms that MuMrak put ~adr KMu to death.-Xin-i-Akbari, ii. 21. 

S Ferishtah, text, i. 237, 244. Briggs, i. pp. 412, 423; iv. 328. Stewart's 
History of Bengal, pp. 80, 83. 



26-1 TIlE COINS OF 

VI. 'AU-UD-DIN 'ALI SIUlL 

'Ali Sh8.h, whom Yuhammad~ writers, by a strange 
jumble, have endowed with the surname of his adversary, 
lIubarak, and ordinarily refer to as "' Ali Mub6.rak," I 
assumed kingship on the death of ~adr Khan, Muhammad 
Tughlak's representative at Lakhnauti, entitling himself 
, AIa-ud-din. The more important incidents of his reign are 

confined to his hostilities with his rimI, Fakhr-ud-din lIu
b6.rak of Sunarg6.0n, who possessed advantages in hia mari
time resources, while the rivers remained navigable for large 
vessels during the rainy season, but which were more than 
counterbalanced by 'Ali Sh8.h.'e power on land, which availed 
him for the greater part of the year, and which finally 
enabled him. to establish his undisputed rule in the western 
provinces. 

His coins exhibit dates ranging from 742 to 746 A.B., and 
bear the impress of the new mint of the metropolis, Firtlz6.· 
bad, an evidence of a change in the royal residence, which 
clearly implies something more than a mere removal to a 
new site proximate to the old I.a.khnauti, who~ name is 
henceforth lost sight of, and may be taken to indicate a 
strategetio transfer of the Court to the safer and less exposed 
locality of the future capital, Pandua.' J Ali Sha.h is stated 
to have been assassinated by his foster brother, ll6.ji lli6.s.

' 

1 Budioui MS. Feri.shtah, iT. 329. Stewart, p. 82. A:ln.i-Akbari, ii. 21. 
a Stewart, speaking of F1n1.z's .dnnC8 againd ruu, aays, .. The Emperor 

adnmced to • place IIOW ealled FmlIIepOre~bad, where he pitclled bis eamp, IDd 
commenced the operations of the siege or l'undll8" (p. 84). There is • Jld.l 
F(rizp6r ill 8irt(W TlDdah, lIoticed ill the A:ln.i-.llbari, ii. p. 2. See also the 
lIote from S~i Sirij, quoted below 'ft __ 268) tmder the notice or ruu 
Shih'. reigD. U""ti" , 

• Stewart'. History of Ben,."'Il. P. 83. 
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'.Ald-tul-a{n '..4.li Slid". 

No. 221 (pl. vi. fig. 8). Silver. Weight, 166'1 grs. Rare. 

FirUzllMd, 742, '144, '145, '146. Type as usual. 

\.:,.Iy' )tl <... fu:~\ \.:,.1\ k\ " l\ 

VCJ a ~, ~~, J ~~, .~ 

\.:,.It \, " l\ 

Yargin-

~~, ~)~, k..., ~~~~ i~' ..; ~, W\~ Y~ 
VII. IKHTUR-UD-DrN GH.KZr SH.KH. 

At the period of this king's accession to the sovereignty of 
Sunargaon in A.a 750 or 751, we lose the aid of our most 
trustworthy recorder of the annals of Bengal during his own 
time. The conclusion of Ibn Batutah's narrative leaves 
Fakhr-ud-din Mubarak -still in power, while the native 
authorities are clearly at fault in their arrangement of dates 
and events, and altogether sile~t as to any change in the 
succession in Eastern Bengal, except in their allusions to 
the more than problematical capture of Fakhr-ud-din and 
his execution by " 'Ali Mubarak" in 743 A.H., wi~h the final 
accession of llias "one year and five months afterwards." 1 

The numismatic testimony would seem to show that Mu
barak was succeeded by his own Bon, as the m Sultan bin m 
Sultan may be taken to imply. The immediately consecu
tive dates, and the absolute identity of the fabric of the 
coins, as well as the retention of the style of Right-hand of 

1 Stewart's JrlStory of Bengal, p. 83. 
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the Kha.lifat on the reverse, alike connect the two princes; 
while the cessation or the issues or Ghbi Shah simultane
ously with the acquisition or Sunhgaon by ruas in A.B. 753, 
would seem to point to the gradunJ. spread or the power or 
the latter, which is stated to have been at its zenith just 

before Firliz III. assailed him in his newly-consolidated 

monarchy in 754.1 

lllitiar-ud-din GAdzl SAdA. 

No. 222 (pI. vi. fig. 9). Silver. Weight, 166 grs. Very rare indeed. 
Three coins. Col. GutAr;,. Sunw-gaoD, 751-'153. 

Yargin-

FJ'~\\'\ Il\ 

~.).\, J \:.i.).\'}:=->-' 

~ t.:.J .j\'; ..fo.J' H' 

~\\,W,~~~, 

~~J~J~~'~;\S')';...,J~ ~1!..J".uY~ 

1 Shams-i Sir6.j, speaking on heanay, affirma that Shaml-ud-din Ill"" tapttmnd 
and slew Fakhr-ud-din after Fln1l IlL's firet expedition into Bengal, and that 
the main object ot the latter'. seoond invasion or that province was tor the pur
pose or re-asserting the rights ot Zalar Khb, the aon·in-law ot Fakhr-ud-dln 
(who had fled tor protection to Dehli), to the kingdom of Eastern Bengal. It it 
asserted that although F1n1I succeeded in obtaining this concession f'rom Sikandar, 
who, in the intenal, had succeeded to hie lather's throne, Zalar Khful h.imaelt 
'Was wise enough to decline the dangeroua proximity to 10 powerful a rifal 
monarch, and returned in the Illite ot the SultAn. The Bengrill troopa, under 
Zalar Khu, subsequently distinguished themselves in an opposite quarter ot 
India, near Thatta, and their commander 11'81 eventua1lyleft in charge or Gujarat. 
-8hama-i Sitij, book ii. cap 9, etc. See also Journal Archeological Society or 
~.ehli (Major Lewis'. abstract translation), 1849, p. 15, and Ellio\'alIiitoriana. 
111. p. 329. 

The Tarikh-i Mubflrak Sh6.bi (dedicated to Mub6.rak II.), the concluding date 
or which is 838 .l.Jl .. alao declarea tila\ Hllji Dills killed Falhr-ud-d11l ill 7 u A.B. 
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VIIL SHAMS-UD-DIN !LUS SH.A:H. 

The modem application of old coins divides itself into two 
branches-the suggestive development of obscure tradition, 
and the enlargement and critical revision of accepted history. 
The transition point between these archreological functions, 
in the present series, declares itself in the accession of Dias 
Shah, the first recognized and effectively independent Muslim. 
Sultan of Bengal, the annals of whose reign have been so 
often imperfectly reproduced in prefatory introduction to 
the relation of the magnificent future his successors were 
destined. to achieve as holders of the interests and the com
mercial prosperity of the Delta of the Ganges, to whose 
heritage, indeed, England owes its effective ownership of the 
continent of India at the present day. 

The compiler of the English version of the early history of 
BengalI adopts the conclusion that Raji ruas first obtained 
power on the assassination of "~Ali 1\fubarak" in 745--6, but 
the previous rectification of the independent personality and 
status of the two individuals thus singularly absorbed. into 
one, will prepare the reader for the corrections involved, 
though not, perhaps, for the apparent anomalies the coins 
disclose. Medallic testimony would seem to indicate a long 
waging of hostile interests between the real 'Ali Shah and' 
Raji ruas before the latter attained his final local triumph; 
for although ruas is seen to have coined money in Fir6.zabM 
in 740 A.H., the chance seems to have been denied him in 
741; and in 742 his adversary, 'Ali Shah, is found in full 
possession of the mint in question. The Kooch Bahar hoard 

This last date is a manifest error; as is also, probably, the omission, by both 
authors, ofthe words Bon oj before the name of Fakhz-ud·din. 

1 Stewart, p. 83. 
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reveals no coin of either party dated 743, but in 744 the two 
again compete for ownership, which 'Ali Sh!h for the time 
being continues through 745 into 746, when the annual series 
is taken up and carried on successively for an uninterrupted 
twelve years by his more favoured opponent. It is need
less to speculate on the varying course of these individual 
triumphs; suffice it to say, that the increasing power of the 
ruler of Pandua, in 754, excited the Emperor Fir-uz llL to 
proceed against him in all the pomp and following of an 
Oriental Suzerain, resulting only in the confession of weak
ness, conveniently attributed to the periodical :flooding of the 
countryl-which effectively laid the foundation of the ulti· 

1 Stewart felt a difficulty about the right position of .A.kddlaA, the real point of 
attack. aud a place of considerable importance in the local histol'f of Bengal. 
The following is Zifl. Bami's description of the place, taken from the concluding 
chapters of hi. history on the occasion of FirI1z Sh6.h'. (Ill.) invasion of Bengal 
in 764. A.II. :-

yi ~ u;, ~ ~ l,~ ~~ ~\ ~,.,. rU A'~~ 
~~ j\ J ~ ~ Al~ ~~~ ~, k rJ~ ~> J ~1 

P. 688; printed edit. ~ ~,~\)~ ~ ~j ~ ~¥.MT}~ r~~ 
Rennell gives another Akdallah north of Dacca.. " Map of HindOOlltan." 

In the following passage Shama-i Sir6.j desires to make it appear that FirtJ.z 

III. gave his own name to tbe city of Pandua j but, aI"e haTe leen tbat the 
designation 'Was applied to the new capital either in 740 or 74,2-that is, long 
before Firuz became king of Dehli-it will be preferable to conclude that tbe 
~me was originally bestowed in honour of the Shama-ud-din Fir6z of Bengal, 
No. ll. of the Bengal series (p. 193 ante). The quotation is othenrise of Talae, 

.. it establishes, beyond a doubt, the true position of the new metropolis :-

j~ ~~ r~ ~ rti.. ~)~ ~J ~~)~ (,~ ),,r-i) 
~U )J..,~ ~\kL ~,.::- ,lj~~ rJ~T j~ ~ rU , .,\j.,\j'.p- It!. 

(hence~) * *. rJ\jfj~!, 'J~~ J ~j rU .J~~~T!J A1'»1 

~~ Ur rJ~T j~ ~ At.»\ ""';"r .Jy'rJ~ 
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mate independence or Bengal,-a monarchy which '\VaS 

destined so to grow in power and material wealth as to be 
competent) indirectly, in the person or Shir Shah, to recover 

for the old Muhammadan interest the cheris1i.ed capitals or 
the north, an~ temporarily, to eject from Hindnstan the 

Mughals who too hastily boasted or an easily·achieved eon .. 

quest of the country" from Bhira to Bahar." 

Ili8s Shah's dates and mint cities may be summarized as follows : 
1. FirUzaDad, A.lL 740, 744, 74.6. 747, 74.8, 749, 750, 751, 754, 
7SS, 756, 'i57, 758. 2. Sunirgaon, 4.lL 753, 754, 755, 756, 757, 
758. 

TWENtn."'IH XIxG (A.lL 752-790; A.D. 1351-1388). 

On the 24th of Muharram, A.lL 752, FirUz bin Rajab pre

sented bimsclf before the retreating army or his cousin, in 
State parade, on an el.ephant, wearing the robes of Sovereignty 

over the funereal garments, which he insisted upon retaining 

in honour or his deceased. relative; and his formal ina"llooura.. 
tion wa.s completed by the subdued ceremony of his coronation 

by the surviving sister of Muhammad bin Tughlak, with the 

tiara of his two predecessors. His elevation to the throne was 
not, howeve.r, altogether unopposed, as Khwajah.i Jahb, the 

minister in charge 'of Dehli. crediting the reported death of 

Finiz, had innocently set up a supposititious son or Muhammad 

bin TughIak. Eventually, Khwajah-i Jahan. met the Sultan, 

on his approach to the capital, with every confession of peni
tence. which- Firtiz was only too ready to accept; but the 
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leading nobles insisting upon the necessity of punishment 
for so grave an offence, the unfortunate minister was sacri
ficed to political expediency.l 

Notably different from his energetic predeces8or, Firuz 
seems to have been a very weak character, addicted to wine, 
devoted to the chase, II credulous, but amiable and merciful 
withal to an extent that, in less quiet times, might have 
proved disadvantageous,3-a man who would 8el~t a gov~r
nor by alai in the Kuran,4 and who, after having laboriously 
cond~ct~d -hi;;~tothe encounter, would withdraw them 
in the hour of victory from a desire to save the shedding ot 

1 There is something pathetic in the story of his execution u told by Shama-i 
Sirflj • Mu. "Khwfljah-i J ahfLn was more than eighty years old. Hia frame 
was wasted and feeble, and his hair Will white. He wu • kind-hearted man." 
On his dismissal by the Sultfln, he was led to suppose that he wu to pasa the re· 
mainder of his days in retirement at Samflna, but on the way the measenger of 
death overtook him, and he readily divined his fate. "Next day he aaked Shlr 
Khfln for some tents, into one of which he went, performed hia ablutions, and aaid 
hia prayers; ••• he then looked at hia executioner, and uked if he had a .harp 
sword; and the executioner, who was a friend of the Khwfljah'., .bowed hie 
weapon. The old man then told him to make his ablutions, 81y hi, prayen, and 
use his sword. When the man had completed his devotion., the Kbwfljah bowed 
his head to his prayer-carpet, and while the name of God wu on bia lipt bia 
friend severed his head from his body."-Elliot'. Historians, ill. 28fS. 

I "His special biographer sees nothing but virtue in Fir6z'. order that the 
district of Anwhlah should be retained waste for hunting purposes, atheniae it 
would quickly have become peopled and cultivated under the prosperoUi and 
fostering government of Finiz" (iii. 363). 

a "In the whole of these forty years (of Finiz'. reign) not one leal 01 dominion 
was shaken in the palace of sovereignty" (iii. 289). 

, "The Sultan never transacted any business without referring to the Kuru 
for an augury" (iii. 329). Here is an instance of his superstition given under 
his own hand-" Under tbe gnidance of tbe Almighty I arranged that the 
heirs of those persona who had been executed in the reign of my late lord 
and patron, Sultan Muhammad Shflh, and those who had been deprived of 
a limb, nose, eye. hand, or foot, should be reconciled to the late SultAn, 
and be made content with gifts, 80 that they executed deeds declaring their 
satisfaction, duly attested by witnesses. These deeds were put into a chClt, 
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the blood of'the Faithful.t His generalship in his two cam~ 
. paigns to Bengal, and his eventual-reduction of Tattah, seems 
to have been of' the lowest order; and the way that he 
allowed himself to be deluded into the deserts of' Cutch,9 or 
the defiles of n.jnagar, seems to savour of' positive fatuity.3 
His kindness of heart led him to introduce many measures 
for the amelioration of the condition of his subjects, which, 
though often of very doubtful expediency, were clearly 
well intentioned in their inception, and based upon a very 
compwe knowledge of'the condition of the country, of which 
he was not only a native,' but, by the mother's side, of good 

which was placed in the Ddru-l dman at the head of the tomb of the late Sultfl.n, 
in the hope that God, in his great clemency, would show mercy to my late friend 
and patron, and make those persons feel reconciled to him."-FutUhfl.t-i Fir6.z 
Shah, Elliot's Historians, iii p. 385; Briggs's Ferishtah, i. 464; Syud Ahmad's 
Work, p. 29; Jour. Asiatique, 1860, p. 401. 

1 "He sent a trusty maIl across the river with orders directing his forces to 
desist from battle and return to him."-Elliot's Historians, iii 332. So also 
p.297. 

:& .. The guides who led the way and conducted them had maliciously misled 
them into a place called the Rann of Cutch" (iii. 324). 

S "For six months no news of the Sultfl.n reaClhed Delli" (iii. 315). 
4 Those who would follow up the inquiry in more detail may be referred to 

Professor Dowson's exhaustive translation of ShaDlS-i Sirflj 'Aflf, printed in 
vol. iii of Elliot's Historians. The following are the leading items :-

1. The system, condemned by the wiser 'Alfl.-ud-din, of assignments of revenue 
in the form of JdgirB in lieu of direct payments (iii. pp. 289, 328, 346), 

2. Credit giv.en for the value of NUIlrdna presented at Court in the accounts of 
the feudatories (p. 340, also 357). 

3. The assessment of 10 per cent. on the total outlay, or the cost price of the 
canals, as a rent-charge for the use of the irrigation water by the agriculturists 
(p. 301). 

4. Separation of the private income of the Sultfl.n from the State accounts 
(p.302). See also p. 357. 

6. The curious aud only obscurely explained policy of collecting and employing 
organized bodies of slaves (p. 340). 

6. Government gardens, and profits derived therefrom (p. 34li) 
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Rajput blood; 1 while his ~izlr and confidential adviser wu 
himself a well-born Hindu of Tilingana,1 whose son inherited 
his administrative functions in A.B. 772.' The second Khdn-i 

7. FfrllZ" determination to circumacnoe hit dominiolll, but to denlop more 
fully their resources. 

8. Revenues of the kingdom incidentally detailed at 60,860,000 tllfllw, or 
£6,086,000. The revenues of the DoAb (of the Ganges and Jumna) alone placed 
at 8,000,000, or .£800,000 (p. 346). 

9. Ampli1ication of the divisions of the coinage (p. 367). See alao p. 277 i"./rd. 
10. The cities, forta, palaces, anmCut, (allntll), mosques, tomb., and caravu-

seraia (o~khdnkdM) built by FirllZ (p. 364); also Feriahtah, i. 466. 

11 • .Aid to the unemployed (p. 355). 
12. Maniage portions for the daughters ofneedylfualima·(p. 861). 
13. The institution of State hospitala for all c1auea, natin or foreign (p. 361). 

14. (A.B. 777). Abolition of vexatioUl taxes of varioUl kinda (p' 363). Total 
1088 to the State estimated at 3,000,000 tlltl"aIa" or £300,000 (p' 364). These 
ceases are more fully detailed under FtrllZ'. own hand at p. 377lrom hit Futl1hAt-i 
FirUz Shill See also Briggs's Ferishtah, i. p. 463. 

15. Poll-tax levied on the Brahmins, who had hitherto been esempted. The 
full rate of the tax (the JizIllA) was 40 tan"IIM, 20 tlltlkllA" and 10 11ItI"1IM, 
according to the several classes; but the SultAn reduced the demand on the 
Brahmins to one fiftv-fa", piece, or 'tulIIli for every 10 talilaM (p' 366, and 
original MSS.). 

1 She was the daughter of lldllillfall Bhatti, whoae estates near Ab11har were 
subject to DaibalpUr, Ghui beg Tughlak'. special commando-Elliot', niatorians, 
iii. 272. 

• When Sult1n Muhammad sent the Rat of Tilingana to Dehil, Katt. accom· 
panied him. On the death of the Rai, Katt" made the profession of the Mualim 
faith, and was entitled .J[a""ul. " Although he had no knowledge of reading or 
writing, he was a man o( great common sense, acumen, and intelligence" (iii. 367). 

I "When KhAn-i J ahAn held the flef of MultAn, he had a 800 born to him. • • 
He wrote to acquaint SultAn Muhammad [Tughlak] 8Mh of the fact, and U1at 
monarch direeted that the child should be named 14nAn SMh. This 19'&1 the 
person who was afterwarda known as Kh5.n-i lahAn, IOn of Kh5.n-i lahfuL. ••• 
At'terthe death ofhis father [in 772 A.B.], the SultAn promoted him to the office 
of fJazlr, and bestowed on him this title • • • He act.ed as fJazir UDder Fin1z ShAh 
for twenty yelll'l, • • • and the SultAn committed all the aft'am of the kiDgdom 
to hia charge. But towarda the end of the reign of F!r11z ShAh • • • enmity 
broke oat between the minister and Prince Mulwnmad Kh!a, afterwarda SultAn 
Mllhammad Shah."-Sham&-i Sirflj, Elliot'. Hiatorians, iii. p. 371. (Khan-i 
lahan was killed b1 Sikandar Khan, one 01 )lubammad Khb" officers, in .. s. 
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Jaluln seems to have served his. king faithfully fOl: many 
years,. till FirUz's failing po.wers. suggested a possible succes
sion to th~ throne in his own person, which w~ however,. 
defeated by the Prince Muhammad Khan, who was there
upon associated in the government,. in all form, as joint king 
and heir apparent. This arrangemen.t was of brief effect, for
the. son was obliged to flee from the metropolis; and the 
father having, for the moment, again resumed his. functions 
as sole Sultan, speedily relinquished all power to his grand
son, the son of Fath Khan, who finally succeeded to. the 
throne on the death of Fir-uz, in Ramazan, 790 A.H~ 

The reign of this monarch, though presenting few political 
incidents, is justly celebrated in the traditions of the la.nd for! 
the number an<l magnificence of the. public works executed( 
under his auspices. Ferishtah specifies no less than 845. _ -I 

undertakings of various kinds. that the country owed to the I 
constructive tastes of Firuz SMh.l The S~~,~~Self.tjIl~ 
the autobiographical record he has left behirid ~ is more. - --modest in his totals, but he clearly excludes the mention of 
many works of which we have palpable knowledge, and 

789). The BOn has left a record of his coming to office, in 772 A.H., on the walls 
of the black Mosque, near the tomb of Nizam-ud,.din A.ulia, where he styles 

himself the \:)~\>. c.r. L:)~\>. ••• ~.,)~ ~~ ._Syud Ahmad'. 

Work, pp. 32-31,hil; facsimile Inscription, No. r" (I".) i Jour. Aaiatique, 1860, 
p. 409. There is another inscription of KUn-i JaUn's on the Kalan Masjid, 

dated in AH. 789, in which he describes himself as.. 

\:)~t>. ~, L:)~\>. ~t.5:...l\, J~ ~\jr. ~\)').,) ~.,)~ ~~ 
-Syud Ahmad's Facsimile, No. r r (I"o)~ p. 32. A full description of this 
Mosque, which is situated within the modern walla of Dehli, near the Turkoman 
Gate (No.6, Map), is to be found in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 
(1847), p. 677, the joint contribution of Capt. H. Lewis and Mr. Cope. The 
article is largely illustrated with plans and elevations, and furnishes a transcript 

of the inscription at full length. 
1 Briggs, i. 465. 

18 
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which bear his name in the language of the people even at 
the present day. One of the ·most curious deficiencies a 
modem mind detects in the long list of buildings, canals, 
dams, bridges, and other works enumerated by him, is the 
total omission of even the name ot.! rond, India'. greatest 
want, and the' d~fi~ie~Yof--;hich facility ot transit the Sultan 
had so signally experienced while personally in command of 
retiring armies. His canals, his bcst and most enduring 
gift, were confessedly prompted not by any kindly desire to 
aid and succour his Bubjects, but to make existence possible 
in the new towns his early Bhatti predilections induced him 
to found in the deserts of Hansi; and the commercial cle
ment in these beneficencies crops up amusingly when he seeks 
for ecclesiastical sanction for his share of ten 'Pcr _~ent. on the 
outlay. 

These undertakings will be ret erred to more fully, and re
capitulated in his own words, in connexion with the notice 
of his inscriptions, which follows the enumeration of his coins. 

No. 223. Gold. Weight, 167 gra. (D.lI.) 

Obverse-~\hL ,I..!. )~ ~''''~ ~~ ~I, 
Reverse-

No. 224 (pI. iv. fig. 113). Gold. 

rL.JI~) ~ 

21\ ~\ ~rl' ~\ 

Weight, 110 grs. (B.Y.) 

~11 c;\ \, \ " n 
~rl'p\''; · 
,I..!. )J~;9 \; Jt~' 

ill.. c.::J..\l.> d U:J....J' 

Margin-4.J..~ ,~ * ... * ~ K...JI,..u ~~ 
Yr. Freeting possessed a dated piece of this class of 757 ".IL 
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No.225, Weight, 168 grs. Col. Guthrie~ 

Ower8~'t!, jJ~ foJ\.Y-' ~.rn;--\ ~ ~n ~W\ 
tdl:~dW\ 

ReDer8~~\ ~\ ~, .... I\~\ rl...~\ ~j J ~\ Nllb ~~ 

k:.jl\.:>. ~ 4JJ4 ,,) ai •• ...1\ 

No. 226. Gold. Weight, 1 70~. Unique. Gen. T. P. Smith. 

Obtler8~'t!, j,pi ~\ .f.' ~~.rI\ ~\ ~ ~~\ C)W\ 

~~ .J.\bLJ\ 

{

Area, k:.jll:;.. ~ ~,~ ~\ ~j.';--l rl...l\ ~j j 
ReDer" u • • • 

J1Largm, N ~ Y.r' 

No. 227. Gold. Weight, 167 grs. Small coin. A.B:. '188. (B.Y.) 

Obtler86-~\kL It!, jJ~ 

Rever8e-V"" ~.rI~ ~l\j 

No. 228 (pI. iv. fig. 115). Silver and Copper. Weight, 141 grs. 

(Ave~ooe weight of six selected specimens, 139'S grs.) 

Dates observed, A.B:. 759, 761, 762, 765, 766, 767, 768, 769, 770, 
771, 772, 773, 774, 775, 776. 777, 778. 779, 780, 781, 782, 
783,784, 785, 787, 788, 789, 790. 

Obtl8r86-~~ c.:;.)~ I..:.-..J~ ~\kL ,t!, jJ~ 

R61:er8~VVr- k:.jll:;.. ~ ~J .• ,I\ft"\ ~, 

No. 229. Silver and Copper. Weight, 54 grs. 

03fJ8r8~~ ~ .j U:L ,t!, jJ~ 

RBVer86-4:;Jll:;.. c.:;.)~ e' y,\ ~\ 
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No. 230. Silver and Copper. Weight, 140 p. ~.lL 7d/i, 785. 

O~erBB as No. 228. 

RwwBB-VAf ~L>. c.:J~ .ill! ¥ .i.' ~, 
No. 231. Silver and Copper. Weight, 34'S gra. 

mfJWBB-.J UJ.... )~ 

R6verBB-~~ c.:J~ 
• 

No. 232. Silver and Copper. Weight, 17'4 and 17'8 gra. 
Very rare. 

OWer88-f~ )Jpi " . ~ ~ 
RwerBB-~~ .. 

No. 233. Copper. Weight, 68 grs. 

mVer88-d,.UJ.... f~ )~ 

Rwer86-~~ ~\ )'~ 

No. 234. Copper. Weight, 36 grl. 

mVer88-cj UJ.... )Jr-i 

RWer88-~~ c.:J~ 

No. 235 (pI. iv. fig. 121). Copper. Weight, 65 grs. 

mVer88-'-ri UJ.... ,~ ):;.i 

RWer88-oM>.' UN~I i.' 
No. 236. Silver and Copper. Weight, 84 grs. Very rare. 

O~1)erB6-~ \hl.... ),v.:-i 

ReVerB8-~' ,Yo' ~ 
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No. 237. Copper. Thick coin, much defaced. Weight, .106 grs. 
Unique. 

OlJt;"." {
A.rea-ll.!. .hr-i 
lrargln-lliegible. 

11w"'8~k ~~ cllJ\ ¥ y.\ 

POSTHUMOUS COINS OF FlRUZ. 

No. 238. Coins similar in types and legends to No. 228, bear 
respectively the dates A..1I. 791, 799, 801, 804, 816, 817, 820, 824, 
825, 828, 830. 

No. 239. Copper. Average weight, 68 grs. A.1I. 799, sOO. 

Ohl!6t'88-,,\kL lU j)~ 

1l806t'8~-V' ~ ~,J ~\),J 

Frequent reference has been made during the course of 
these numismatic inquiries to the system, traditional in India, 

of combining silver and copper in varied proportions for the 
purpose of providing for the gradational sub-divisions of the 
Bilter tankan. We now reach a period when the practical 

application of this indigenous theory was greatly ~tended 
and elaborated in its subordinate details; and simultaneously 
we obtain, for the first time, official recognition ot the process 
employed in the Mint, together with a full enumeration of 
the various pieces deemed necessary for the monetary rates 
and exchanges of the shopkeeper and the ordinary lJdzar 
purchases of the people at large. 

Shams-i-Siraj 'Af'u, the special biographer of Firuz Sha.h, 
gives the following account of the improvements introduced 
into the circulating media of the country during his patron's 
reign. Following out the principle I have laid down for 
myself elsewhere, I reproduce the ipsi8sima ~rba of the 
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author in preference to a mere translation, as furnishing a 
more formal and authoritative document in itself, which, 
though presenting no difficulty in ita sense, mny possibly 
serve to satisfy those who might otherwiso seek to amend my 
interpretation. 

bl:. J:.& ~\Y.... 1.;..--" \ pi ~ \S' v..:. ~ cL \I-. J'~' ~~ c,.r. 
.. ~ ~ ~, ~L ~~ ~y.. ~)Jol J ~& )~)" 

J Jy;-- d!.., J ~ ~ J )) ~ ~~ ol';J' ~~ tt ~~ 
d.~bolJ~ol J d.~.J~ J ~ J d.~J~.)"r' J d\S' ~ 

b\.:. J)r-i ~~ ~ d.~ ft" J d.1L:...:. J d~ J d.\S' lol J 

~\- Jol,;ol I~ ~'olj ~J ft" V'~ ~ V"~, ct.~ 

~, 1'.r-SJ ~~ P ~t;~ JW J ~'-:J V>-~~ r\f~ 

cj~ ~,,, ~J w4 ~ J' Jl.. ~ )\ J J& -»...;> ~.r.:-.J~~ 

J'r. J~ ~, ~)~,~ ct.'!' ,,;t,),i ¥ ~\ol ).l.i~Jol J .l.il.. 

~.*'~, ~~ J&~}.l.i \S'Jol ~')'Jl "..v t:!U ,,}~ 

~, ~u... ~r- J ~~ ~~ I~J ~.I. oUol J' ~~ 4? j\ 
~ ~ rre is "r) ~\..,.} bl:.)~ ~IJ=L.~ ~F. ~~ 

tl.:.:.S ~J rX-J-I ~ ~\ is ~ ~'ol .r. J ol:.J../ Iol\ !;' is 

."r- ~'-~ J !,U...;~ \i 
• The above passage was originally quoted in my Supplement (Dehli. 18.51) 

from \he then supposedly unique copy of the Tluikh-i FiniJ ShW of Shama-i 
Sirij 'AM, in the pOBSeSBion of the Nawib Zifl-nd-d1n Khfln of LohflnL It hal 
now been collated with and improved from two additional version&, the one con
bined in MS. No. 1002 of the old India HoUle Library, the other aupplied by a 
MS. lately purchased for the India Goverment at the sale of the Marquis 01 
Hastings. A. full notice of these 1.188. is to be fouad in Pro(eaaor DoWlOll'. 
preface to his translation of the work itself in Ellior. lIiBtoriana, iii. p. 270. 
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We gather from this passage that F£ruz continued to issue 
gold tankaha at the old 175 grain weight, to which, indeed, 
his extant coins bear testimony; but we miss any examples of 
the 200 grain gold pieces introduced by his predecessor. It 
is not, however, so clear as to what the weight of the silver 
tankah here alluded to was estimated at. Qritically follow
ing the meaning of the term tankan, it should have corre
sponded with the measure of the parallel gold piece and that , 
ofthe ancient silver tankah of 175 grains; but we meet with 
no silver coin of this amount, though there are numerous 
examples of coins weighing 140 grains, some of the less 
alloyed specimens of which may answer to the full ' adali i 
but, as has been already remarked (pp. 219, 237), the issue of 
tankah8 and ' adalis seems to have been rather kept in abey
ance, the abundance of gold coin now in circulation having 
relieved the silver currency of much of its early respon
sibility, so that the mint operations were chiefly devoted to 
securing a full supply of the groats and other alternative 
fractions of the Indian system. The gradational sub-divi
sions in the new coins provided by Firuz are clearly designed 
to meet the fractional parts of the new 140 grain coin, while 
the sixty-fours of the old system are fully kept in view, both 
for the sake of the fundamental kt.i~i estimate in itself, as 
well as to secure the correspondence with the old 175 grain 
silver tankales, which must still have constituted a large propor
tion of the local currency, notwithstanding that Muhammad 
bin Tughlak's momentary effort to restore the old weight may 
have been unsustained: in so much so, that we find the 
ancient tanka'" fully re-established in the reign of Mubarak 
Sha.h IV (A.H. 835); and Timu.r had already testified that 

1 These coins give us the nearest approach to the eatimated 175 grains of the 
normal tankah hitherto observed, rising up to a. still preserved weight of 174: 
grains; and the silver money of Muhammad bin Farid completes the evidence in 
an existing weight of 175 grains. 
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the bulk or the coin found in the royal treasury at Dehli, on 
its capture in 801 ..LB., consisted ot tha old tankw of 'AU ... 

ud-din Khilji. 
Under this dual system, fractional pieces are seen to have 

been ranged in the following order:-

Q. *ths of 175 grains of silver (i.e. 131H· grains) or 48 
kdr,tu, that is {th. or ftths of the old tanka". 

b. Hths of 140 grains of slightly alloyed silveri (the nisft) 
or I of the jadali. 

c. ·u ths of 175 grains, or iths or ,\ths of the old tankd. 
d.l-Atths of 175 grains, or -t',.ths of the old tanka". 
e. H ths of 140 grains, or f of the ' adali. 

Added to these were the old haaht-kd.rJ.is, do-kdr,tu, and ek-kdr,til, 

of which coins we have absolute examples among Muhammad 

bin Tughlak's issues; while the 8hashkd7,til, for which credit 
is especially claimed, as a novelty, originated by Firaz, seem 

to have been already in existence in the form of coined money, 
otherwise it is difficult to understand how the African travel
lers should 80 constantly refer to them in their estimates of 

prices. Very possibly the laudations of the biographer only 
refer to the introduction of a larger Bnd more systematio 

supply of these pieces, effected when Firu.z revised the general 

scheme of the then current coinage. Two or this monarch', 

minor triumphs may well be conceded. to him-the institu

tion of half and quarter fital8. These fractions could already 

be met by payments in simple copper, as the 4 falB in that 

metal sufficiently supplied the needful change under the old 
system; but Firtiz's aim seems to have been to produce these 

small pieces in mixed copper and silver for the sak~ of the 

I 25 kd1J.ia of pure silver would be equal to 68 359 grs. 
t The H. or ,MnulaAkd"i of Muhammad bin Tughlak's divisional scheme. aeeme 

to haTe Callen out of circulation at this period. See page 219 .nu. 
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mOl'e portable £onn the cOblposite alloy would secure. A~ 

·this, it must be confessed, is the grand merit of the entire 
scheme Qf a ooinage ()£ tn..tted metals; it did for a race 

-who rigorously exacted. full metallio values what a. token 

currency in the subordinate metals -does for the European 

civilization of this day; ana in these 'Very minute 'Sub

divisions, it provided, moreover, a tangible piece of money 
in the place of a star or flake of sUver,l which a breath of 
-wind would blow away, equally as it avoide~ the incon
venient weight incident to the lower value of pure copper. 
These new pieces wel'a severally denominated 'adha ~.J' "half" 

and blM ~ (probably the appropriate vernacular hhikh 4. 
'If alms," ~f1o)..6r;). The latter coin may be identified with No. 
232, which is the very smallest bit contributed by any avail
able specimen of Firuz's money. 

I took the opportunity, during my last visit to oDehli, of 
having a number of Fir-.lz Shah's coins assayed by the ordi
nary native process of blowing-off the copper with lead, a 
process which, when carefully conducted, affords a reasonably 
sufficient test,2 which in other cases was confj.rmed by more 

i The kd1}i or jital, BUppasing it to have been minted in unmixed silver, would 
have required 2'73437 grtins of that metal, 80 that the quarter jital would have 
weighed only '68358 grains, or less than 1·10ths of a ~ troy. ThOSD who are 
in the habit of using decimals of grains in more exact experiments will under
stand what this means. 

• It must ruways be borne in mind that this was precisely In. ultimate assay 
test within the reach of the authorities of the day, of which we have an amusing 
episode in the deterioration of these identical 8laa3hkd1};" effected by a false :Mint 
2na8ter, one" Kajar Shah," who, in 772 A.,H" ventured to put forth these eaina 
at a depreciation of one grain of silver in the 16'4 odd grains of silver. less the 
eopper alloy, by law required. (Jertain informers having reported this fact to the 
Vaz1r, a trial oithe pix was instituted before the Sultan himsel~ aided by all the 
butward formalities of stripping the immediate operators, but insidiously allowing 
the ascertained deficiency of ail ver to be introduced into selected bits of charcoal, 
which. when thrown into the cupel, restored the legitimate balance,-a result 
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formal analysis, according to the European method. On this 
occasion of personal superintendence of the assay itself, I satis
fied myself of the extraordinary aptitude of the local experts 
in judging of intrinsio contents, by exacting a preliminary de
claration on their part of the amount of silver each individual 
coin might be expected to yield. In certain cases of old and 
dirty pieces, recourse was had to a clearing o£ the surface by 
rubbing, when the glint of the silver soon indicated its pro
portion in the general total, but usually the feel betwoon the 
thumb and the sensitive fingers of the professional assayer 
enabled him to pronounce a strikingly near approach to the 
weight of silver the operating goldsmith produced in the 
final button of silver. The following is the result of these 
different assays of various specimens of coin No. 228:-

No.1. S.C. Wt. 141 grs. A..n:. 765. Result, 12 grs. silver. 
,,2. " ,,131'5 grs. ,,767. "23,, " 
,,3. " "132'2,, ,,771. "18,, " 
,,4. " ,,140 grs. ,,781. "24,, " 
,,5. " "140,, ,,788. "17,, " 
,,6. " "140,, ,,788. "18,, " 
,,7. " "132,, (No date.) " 19" " 

It will be seen that in these returns of puro silver we have 
optional examples of at least three several degrees of value
the minor variations may fairly be attributed to the want 
of homogeneity in the mixture of the metals, and which 
would probably be rectified by taking an average of a larger 
number of specimens. In each case, it must be remembered, 
allowance has to be made for the value of the copper, amounting 

rejoiced over by the Vazlr and seemingly silently acquiesced in by the Su1tb j 
though the overt act of the proclamatiou of the purity ot the public money. and 
Kajar SUh'a rehabilitative promenade through the city, was speedilylonowed 
by his abrupt dismissal on other pIeas.-Dehli Archreologica11ournal (Captain 
H. Lew. translation), Sept. 1849, p. 82. Elliot's Historians, iii. p. 358. 
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in many instances to over 120 grains, which proporti~nately 
reduces the total of pure silver required. to complete the in
trinsic value of each denominational piece. Nos. 2 and 4 may, 
under these limitations, stand for 10 kci'{ti pieces; Nos. 3, 5, 
and 6, for irregular examples of a hashtkd'{ti; and No.1 for a 
8haihkd'{ti; but these identifications are purely speculative, 

and encumbered." with many elements of discord in the minor 
details, so that, in testing authoritative values for any purposes 
of comparison of prices, it will be far better to rely upon the 
clearly ascertained fractional divisions of the tankah of 175 

grains of fine silver, the declared equivalent of 64 kciF-is. 

PRICES Ol!' GRA.Df DU.B.ING Fhuz SR1R's RxrGN.1 

1. Wheat. • • • • • • • • • •• r~ per man • • 8Jita18. 
2. :Barley • • • • • • • • • • • • ro. II • • 4 u 

S. Gram (0iC81' arietinum). • •• .j# " • . 4 u 

4. Coarsely-gro~d grain for horses, ~~.j2 10 8ir8 •• 1 jUal. 
5. GM • • • • • • • • • • • .)~ d.v per 8ir •• 21 " 
6. Sugar • • • • • • • • • •• '-:l; ~ " .. 3 to 3H1tal8. 

Q. Inscription of FirUz on the 5th story of the Kutb Minar, 
dated A..R. 770.8 

.j.i. ~~ ~~ Jl.>. l3;' ~~ ~~ J ~ IC....I ~L. cJ!)rJ 

~r~ ~1 ~\bL jJ.r-i ~~ ~b ~~;. ~L.) ~A 

~ j\ ~r\l,. ~\ .C1~ ~\:;.. ~ I.:.))~ rW k~~ 

&J'}.j C1~ '-=-'U\ 

1 Shama-i-Sirflj' AM. The returns Nos. I) and 6 are derived from a marginal 
addition in the Marquis of Hastings's MS. 

:I The Persian texts give ~~.j; the loefd word is 4..) or ~..), ~ 

(from U..) "half ground," "split peas:' The native term extends to all sorts 
of horse mashes, which the people ofIndia have great faith in. . 

S See Ewer's Inscriptions. As. Res. xiv. 488, and SyudAhmad's facsimile, 26. 
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This inscription has an important bearing upon the hiatory 
of the Minaret itself, though it merely tells us that Firuz 
repaired the damage caused by lightning ; but taken in con
nexion with the Sultan's own words, in his autobiography. 
we gather a distinct affirmation that the Minaret was com
menced under the auspices ofMu'izz-ud-dfn Muhammad bin 
Sam, which fully bears out the suggestive reading ot the 
name of Xutb-ud-din Sipahsdldr (adverted to at page 23 
8uprd), as still legible upon the bands of the lower 
story. The Sultan's expressions, at the aame time, dia
pose ot a very ingenious theory lately propounded by a 
Civil Engineer, that Firuz himself actually Duilt the two 
upper stories of the Minar; 1 that he raised its height is 

1 "As regards the age of the Tariona portiona [of the Xutb Minh] u they noW' 
staud, the most super1l.cia1 examiDation will show that the three lower ltoriel, 
whilst they are identical in style and construction with the work of Altamah, 
dift'er completely in both particulars from the two uppermost onea. In the former, 
except the outer casing, which is of sandstone (no marble being used &Dywhere), 
the walls are of cut grauite; 10 too are the central pillar and the .tepe, which 
latter are not plain hntel blockl, but are carried upon corbell projecting from the 
walls. All the doorwaya and openings haTe Bind6. horilontal arch .. i the 1BDd
stone is old and discoloured, and the ornamentation date. from Altamah and Kutb. 
ud.dfn's time. In the two upper atoriea all is changed; the walla, ItepI, and 
central pillar are of bright red .andstone, while marble being introduced into the 
outer face, the steps have no corbels, the archea have trae T01l&lOirI, and the or· 
namentation is identical with what we find prevalent in the latter balf of the 14th 
century. . We are thua warranted in asluming that these two atoriea were nNZ, 

• de8igne4 and built by Firliz Shrili in .A..D. 1368. General Cunningham agreea u 
far as the fifth story is concerned, but thinkl the fourth is original, II the.inscrip
tion over the doorway dates from the reign of Altamah. :But thia doorway is 
exactly similar to the one above; it is buUt of similar atone. is of a similar lhape. 
and, like it, has true TOUlSOira; it is clear, therefore, that the old tabM of .Altamah 
had been simply rebuilt into the new work of F{r(u; ShlIh."-Notea on the . 
History and Topography of the ancient citi81 of Dehli, by O. S. ~ampbe1!t9.B., 
loumal.Aa. Soc. :Bengal, 1866, p.199. j 

It is difficult to understand how, ill the course of all this elaborate argumenta
tion, based 'upon merely technical data, Mr. Campbell tailed to refer to 10 limpa an 
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incontestable, but the tenor of his 'Words would certainly 

item of evidence as that quoted by Zi'--ud-din Khu of Lohhu in the first instance 
(Debli.Arch.loumal, 1862, p. 29), and prominentlynotieed by Gen. Cunningham. 
(Arch. Report, po. 32), that the celebrated geographer, AMI Fida, had, some time 
before his death, in 7&2 A.lI., or necessarily twenty years prior tQ the accession of 
Fir6.z, put upon record th~t the H/Qi"d of the lfi.m'i Masjid at; Debli counted 
360 steps in ita circular ascending staircase. NoW', considering that the utmost 
limit this monument is ever known to have reached under all subsequent additions 
is 379 steps. it would be impossible, under such conditions, to concede to Fir6s 
Shfili the construction of two complete stories, and very lofty stories, as they 
fall in the general proportion to the total. height, even. if the very moderate 
increase he claims to have achieved did not otherwise determine the question. 
In a similu spirit of eccentric origiuality and needless antagonism. to. General 
Cunningham, Mr, Campbell goes on to enunciate one of the JIlost singular pro
poeitions eYer put forward by an archlllologist, to the effect that; "the citadel" of 
Rai Pithora', fort, "when 18built by , Ala-ud-din, received the 1Illme of Siri" 
(p. 21'); and again, "Xutb citadel ••• rebtillt by '.Ala-ud-dln, A.D. 1304, and 
renamed by him Girl" (p. 216). In his attempt to support this novel theory, 
thl! late Executive En.,Dineer of Dehli entirely disregards the important testi
mony of Ibn Batutah, that the "D6.r ul Khllatat Sin was a totally separate and 
detached town, sitnated at such a distance from Old Dehli as to necessitate the 
construction of the walls of J"ldn PIUIdA to bring them within a defensive circle, 
and that the Q"uz-i-Ia4intemmed, in all indirect line, between the two localities" 
(Iii. pp. 146, ISS). M.r. Campbell'a interpretation of the eriden.ce of the Zalar 
Nfi.mab. is equally imperfect. What can be more distinct.than the details given 
at; the time of the publication of Yessrs. Cope and. Lewis's plan,. to which he refers 
for the refutation of Gen. Cunningham's position, than the statement {at p. 24 of 
the self-same number of the Dehli .Arclueological Journal}, that I' Sm was cir
eular, and surrounded on all sides by a wall" (a similar wall surrounded Old 
Dehli), and from "that ~ of Sin. • • to that wall of Old Dehli • • • there 
are built walls on both sides, the space between which is caIled laMln Panfi.h." 
If anything were wanting to confute the whole ratiocination, Mr. Campbell's own 
arguments would complete the case against him. Not only is he obliged under
the terms or biB own reasoning to invent an imaginary Ski in the suburbs of hiB 
"New Dehli of the 15th century," (extending from Iudrapat to Xhizrabad on the 
banks of the Jumna), and affirmed by him to have been ca1lecl" Siri by Sharif
ud~ ;" but the 'fery passage he cites with so much emphasis, from a choice copy 
of the~in-i-Akbari, is positively and empbatically condemnatoryofbiB own fallacy. 
What call possibly be more definite than the statement or AbUl Fazl, that 

~J !.j.r yT ~L,..r.; ~,,~ ,,~h.'" ~ ~.ln·L: C1\bt.. 
" Sultan' Ala-ud-din bailt "noew city (and) a new fort, which they call Sm;" 
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not extend to a claim to two stories or the whole 
edifice.1 

R. Inscription in Chiragh Dehli, dated .l.ll'. 775 • 

~')' ~Jf4 ~ )ll ~~ ¥ ~\ ~w Ij~t:..;; 4.ll1 r 
JL., ill.. 4.ll1 ~ ~t.h1-l1 IL!, )J~ .fo.J' J~l ~t."..)' ~~ 
rL J ~ 4.ll' ~ 4.ll' JJ'"') ~ ~ C;;\;; i\ ~ .)t::..b ~ .r. 

S. Inscription of FlrUz Shah at llenares, from an impression on paper 

taken by Gen. A. Cunningham, dated A.X. 779=A.D. 1375. 

TAB Inscription u engrafJea on MIl 01 tM ,toni rool-fHatnl of tM lflijIN on tM 
w"tern bank 01 tM Bakarilld KU7}r/. 

~)I~)I~I~ 

JpUll ¥, ~ ~1~ J.4.i ~IJ J ~I.u ~~ J ~~ j\ 

d}~' ~ ~..\I'..# ~ 4$;- rli. ~F J ~r ~~~ , ~ 

~~ ~IJ' ~Yl ~UJ.., ¥. .~~, ~ J.Y ~1 yU:t 

j1~ ll,i. 1.)\;;";\ Jfi ~~\.> )' 4$1.JrL. ~..\I~ ~UJ.., ,;l;""J' 

~ l.Jj '-=-~.J~ ~~ tW}j1.Jj. ~, 
-MS. Fut1i1}fl.t-i YlrlIz Shfl.b.i. 

I see that Shams-i-Sirflj 'Af'u erroneously attnoutes the Kutb lIinra to Altamah. 
-Elliot's Historians, iii. 353. 

:I Chirflgh Dehli occupies a prominent position in the illustrative plan of the 

envirous of Dehli, near Shahp6r and Khirld. The shrine seeIJlI to haTe been 

originally erected in 771) '\'1[, by Ya6z Shah, within the enceinte ot 1 ahan-panah. 

-Syud Ahmad, pp. 36, and facsimile, No. 21, P .31 bu j Journal Asiatique, 1860, 

p.410. 
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~~ ~.JL...c d.L. .ill\~ ~\bLJ\ ~U )J~.fo.J' J~' ~)' 

~~ ~~.,> ~.It~ JW ,,:::... ~ oM.>\ s~ ~ 

~) ~ ~ ~\ j ~~, ~, J ~ ~ .l.i\~.l #. 

~~JI.:.I~,~~J,~I 

I have selected the above inscription, in preference to any 
further citations of Fhuz Shah's proper epigraphs, for several 
reasons-it is new and virtually unpublished,! it affords a 

fresh example of the avo,d M~li!!! .E.0!i£r_~L!t..P1!r02!!~~
ing Idol temples, for which Benares ~~ere4 ._~I!. -~~~1?:~L. 

,.- -~~-,.,- .. ~ .. - '-'- ~ 
ample field • 
..-The "'fu.scription records, in curious concert with the mixed 
style of the various buildings referred to, that one Zfa .Ahmad, 
a true believer, by the aid and grace or God, "built or re
paired the mosque, with the dome over the vestibule, or outer 
entrance porch, the reception chamber,2 the steps of the reser-, 
voir or tank, and the encircling wall of the shrine of Syud 
Fakhr-ud-din, the descendant of' AU, in A.H. 777." Most of 
these edifices had been elaborately traced and described by 
Messrs. Horne and Sherring prior to the discovery of the 
inscription. The following passages from their joint article 
in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal (1865), p.1, 
will put the reader in possession of a general view of the 
locality and the more material constructive details of the 

1 I exhibited General Cunningham's paper impressions, with some brief re

marks, at a meeting of the Royal Asiatic Society, on the 4th of July, 1870. 

• Syud Ahmad informs me that the technical meaning attaching to , ~ 
'.l. 

in InaJa, is a small. chamber subordinate to the Mosque, in which the servitor of 

the shrine lives, and in which pilgrims and others occasionally find a refuge. 
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buildings& The inscription itselt is cut upon one or the stone 
beams of the flat-roofed structure upon the western bank ot 
the reservoir, which is thus noticed:-. 

U Ascending the terrace, Y011 come to the building itself. • • The 
beams and slabs constitnting the roof are in ~ome case. 9 feet in 
length, and the roof is supported by three rows of immensely thick 
stone columns, the capitals of which are in the form ot a cross. 
The cornice decorating the walla is not of modern narrowness, but 
is 12 inches deep, and is ornamented with carvings ot VariOUI ele. 
gant devices. The outer wall on the western side is strengthened 
by a huge buttress of stone, 14 feet wide and 15 feet high." 

"To the south of the tank is a 9lw.ut, the &tone. of which are 
scattered about in great disorder, 80 that, looking at it from a dis
tance, it bas the appearance of an utter ruin. And BUCh it really 
is. But it is nevertheless a. comparatively modem structure, for the 
stones of which it is composed, judging from the elaborate and 
finished carvings on many of them, have been contribution. from 
fallen edifices in the neighbourhood. 

"At the south-west comer of the tank • • • overhanging the 
Kund, is a huge breastwork of stone, on the top of which is a spa
cious court-yard and a Muhammadan Dargah, or place of prayer ••• 

"To the east of the Dargah is a small mosque, 37 feet long by 
191 feet broad, open to the east, and supported by three row. of 
pillars, five in each row. The pillars in the second row have deep 
scroll carvings on their sides with ornamental corners, consisting of 
Lotus seed-pods one on another." 

" • • • Some parts of this building are certainly original; and' 
there can be no doubt of the antiquity of the pillars, which belonged 
to some Buddhist [Hindu] cloister, or of the fact of the modem 
character of the inclosing wall. 

" A few stel's off, is an inclosure in the form of an irregular 
parallelogram, a wall being on either side, and two small Buddhist 
[Hindu] buildings at its extremities. That situated at the northern 
extremity is in some respects like the mosque just described. Its 
carvings, bowever, are not all the same, and its ornamental band is 
of a very ancient type. There is a small building n.eed as a Ranza 
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attached to its north-west angle. and sustained by ancient_ pillars 
spd modern walls. The building is surmounted by a low cupola of 
primitive construction. It is not unlikely that originally there were 
cloisters on this bank of the Kund. and that the three small buildings 
just described were all at one time connected together." 

H we could determine, with any certainty when the Indo

Arabian Saint entitled Fakr-ud-dln 'Alau:i flourished,l we 

coul~ perhaps, better estimate and more definitely check the 

extent of the original or secondary work performed by the 

pious Muhammadan of Benares of the second half ot the 

seventh century of the Hijrah. 

Fl'RlJZ SHm'S PUBLIC WORKS. 

Firliz Shah's too modest enumeration of his own good 
works, as recorded in his autobiography,lI is reproduced in 

~ .. 

1 Syud Ahmad speaks of a Fakbr-ud~ Sfilil"b in his notice of Cbirigh Debli, 

but he giTes no intimation of the epoch at which he-flourished (p. 33); 10umal 

Asiatique, 1860. p. 410. 

". Z N"lZfLm-ud-din.Ahmad tells us that the ten of this brief chronicle. entitled ------ , 
dU J-,r-i ~'--.fi, ~ ~Ted ~~ ~':_~<r()D~!~~~_~!_~e _1~ 
:Mosque at FirUzabful. 

~ ~ ;. ~...a) ~ , lol~ ~ ol~~r-i ~\=:-~ Jol , 

~"oll} I~ J~ y~ ~ ~y\::.S' ~\ C)~ ¥ J 
See also Briggs's Ferishtah, i. '62. Syud Ahmad's Work, p. 34. under ~ 

c:')-,~ ~\=:-, andJ.R-A.S. iT.,N.S .• «6-

The Futu\lfl.t-i Fir6.a Shflbi opens with the fonowing words, couched in the 

first; person singular ;-

* * l\..:a olN cr. ,t.:, ~ rli ~J ~)J~ cr.f-I)~ ~ 
19 
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eztenso in the note below.1 Its chief merit consist. in the 
information it affords regarding the arc.hreological monuments 

of Old Dehli. Shams-i-SirAj's list is. far more c~I!lp!~hensiTe, ..... - ~~.. ~ - ~-~~ -- .. - - ......... 

and enters into numerous interesting constructive details, and 

,1 "Among the gifts which God bestowed upon me, hi. humble aerTlllt, w" a 
desire to erect public buildings. So I built lIl8Ily mosques and colleges and mona
steries, that the learned and the elders, the devout and the holy, might worship 
God in these edifices, and aid the kind architect with their prayers. The digging 
of canals, the planting of trees, and the endowing with land. are in. accordan!e 
with the directions of the Law. 

Again, by the guidance of God, I was led to repair and rebuild the edi.B.C8I 

and structure8~1?11!!~.r kings and ancient nobl..-;whi~ 'fIaatail;"into-decay 

fr~p~ time; gi~~fl:@":onh~~ .b~~EB ~e J?rio,&"~UU1 
own .1'llllding wor.~. The.!~d_2!...Q!!Q~~, which was built by Sultan 
Mu'izz-uif-d& Sam, had fallen into decay from old 'age, and needed repair and 
restoration. I so repaired it that it was quite renovated. 

The western wall gfJ.he..tom&"qlultfln MT,1'iiZ-ud-din Sam, and the plano of 
the door, had ~e old and rotte~:- -rreBtorea th~d; in the place of the 
balcony; I furnished it with doors, arches, and ornaments of sandal-wood. 

The mindrah of Sultfln Mu'izz-ud-din Sam had been struck by lightning. I 
~epaired it andriUsed it higher than it was hefore. 

. The Hauz-i Shamsl, or ~~JDBh, had been deprived ot water bylOJDe I 
graceless men, who stopped up the channels of supply. I puniahed theae in- , 
corrigible men severely, a.ud opened again the closed-up channela. ) 

The Hauz-i ' .Aldi, or tank of ' Ala-ud.din (the JIa";-' EM,], had no water r---__ --
in it, and was filled up. People carried on cultivation in it, and had dug wells, 
of which they sold the water. After a generation (kaNl) had paMed, 1 cleaned 
it out, 80 that this great tank might again be filled from year to year. 

The Madr48ah (college) of Sultfln Shams-ud-dIn ~~~~I) had been destroyed. 
I rebuilt it, and furnished it with sandal-wood doors.' The columns ot the tomb, 
w1llch had fallen down, I restored better than they haft been betore. When the 
tomb was built, its 80urt (.aMi) had not been made curved (4a)), but I now made 
it 80. 1 IiDlarged the hewn-stone etaW:ase of the dome, and I ZAHll'ectecl the 
fallen piers (pu.ht&) of the four towers. 
To~~ Sultan Mu'izz-ud-din, son of Sultfln Shams-ud-din, which is situated 

in MallkpUr. ThiS had fallen into such ruin that the lepulchrflt were m:ulis
tinguishable. I re-erected the dome, the terrace, and the inclDsure wall 

Tomb of Sultan Rultn-ud-din, son of Shams-ud-din, in Malikp<a. I repaired 
the inclosure wall, built a new dome, and erected a monastery (kMnld)l). 

Tomb of S~tf1n JalaI-ud.din, This I repaired, and supplied it with Jl8W'doon. 
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the motives which led hl$ patron to commence Bome of his 
.exceptional·undertakings. Nizam-ud·din Ahmad's totals, on 
the other hand, though not so obviously exaggerated as 
Ferishtah's, are clearly fanciful, especially in. the number of 
e'/..'ffl hWldreds they display. 

Tomb of Sultb 'Ala-ud-din. I J'epaired this, and furnished it with sandal. 
woodToorr-·1 repaired the Wiill of the dlJddrkhdnah, and the west wall of the 
mosque, which is within the college, and 1 also made good the tesselated pave. 
ment (farsh-i ta',hilJ). 

Tomb of Sultb K~tb-1ld-dln and the (other) sons of Sultb 'Alfl.-ud-din, viz., 
Khizr Khan, Shfl.di KMn, Farid KMn, Sultfl.o Shahab-ud-din, SIkandar Khfl.n, 
Muhammad Khfl.n, 'Usm6.n Khfl.n, and his grandsons, and the sons of his grand
sons. The tombs of these 1 repaired and renovated. 

1 also repaired the doors of the dome, and the lattice work of the to~b of 
Shaikh-ul IsUm Nizfl.m-ul hall wa-ud-din, which were made of sandal-wood. 
1 hung up the golden chandeliers with chains of gold in the four recesses of the 
dome; and 1 built a meeting-room, for before this there, was none. 
r Tomb of M~ TfI.j-ul Mulk KMUri, the great wazir of Sultan' Alfl.-nd-din. 
He was a most wise and intelligent minister, and acquired many countries, on 
which the horses of former sovereigns had never placed their hoofs, and caused 
the khutlJa of Sultb ' Ala.-ud-din to be .repeated there. He had 62,000 horsemen. 
His grave had been levelled with the ground, and his tomb laid low. 1 caused 
his tomb to be entirely renewed, for he was a devoted and faithful subject. 

The.lJi»u-l oman, or 'house of rest.' This is the bed and resting place of 
great men. I had new sandal-wood doors made for it, and over the tombs of 
these distinguished men 1 had curtains and hangings ~ 

1 
The expense of repairing and renewing these tombs and colleges was provided 

from their ancient endowments. 
Jahdn-pandh. This foundation of the late Sultb Muhammad SMh, my kind 

patron, by whose bounty 1 was reared and educated, 1 restored. 
All the fortlfications which had been built by former Sovereigns at Dehli I 

repaired. 
,I was enabled by God's help to build a IJdru-Bh 8hi/d, or 'hospital,' for the 

benefit of every one, of high or low degree, who was suddeuly attackenyni~s'S 
and overcome by suffering. Physicians attend there to ascertain the disease, to 
attend to the cure, to regulate the ,diet, and to administer medioine. The cost of 
the medJcines and the food is defray~ from m~mYJIl&P.ts, All sick persons, 
residents and travellers, gentle and simple, bond and free, resort thither; their 
maladies are treated, and, under God's blessing, they are cured."-Futu'QfI.t-i 
Firuz Sham, translated in Elliot's Historians, iii. 382. 
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Among the many wor~ ~~_~~~!.~t~y or more ~n~.!!ring \ 
fame, there are three of Firliz Shah's exploits which claim: 
esp;"cial notice in this place-two of them as intimately II 
associated with the history of the capital, and the third as 
having given an impetus to the development of the resources 
of the land which we participate in to this day. The first 
of these operations was the removal of the Court to the new I 

city of Fir-uzabad., whose outline may be roughly traced on 
the illustrative plan as extending from Indrapat {ClIndiput 
Fort"} along the Jumna by F£ruz Shah's Lat (" Feroze Shaw 
Pul Lath"), up to the Ktishk Shikar (Ie Shah Fukeer Lath"), 
covering a distance of more than six miles, and embracing 
the lands of eighteen separate townships.l The second en
terprise, which possesses considerable antiquarian interest, 
was the removal of the two Monoliths or Ld!8 of ~oka 
from their normal sites near Khizr~aa_~nd M~rut resE~ 
.Yr.e!y, and their erection, the one in the KfJ,sltk of FirUz- . 
aba.d and the other in the Ktisbk-i Shikar.' Both these 
monuments are inscribed with letters of the earliest-known 
archaic Pali characters, embodying the Edicts of King 
~oka, the ardent propagator of Buddhism, promulgated 
by him in the 27th year of his reign (about 230 B.C.). The 
Khizrabad. pillar also bears on its surface a later inscription 
of Visala-deva, Vigraha Rd/a, dated in Samvat 1220 (A.D. 

1164).3 On the arrival of these columns at Dehli, Indian 

1 Shams-i-Siraj • AftC; Elliot'a Historians, iii. 303. 
, Prinsep' a Essays, i. 324; Journal Arch. Soc. Dehli (1849), p. 29. 
3 Colebrooke, Asiatic Researches, viii. 130; lourn. As. Soc. Bengal, 1864, p. 

xxxii.; Prinsep's Essays, i. 325. There is an engraving ot F'U11z Shah'. Ko~ 
with tlie column standiBg in the centre, copied (rom a drawing made in 1791, 
p1i&liahed in the seventh "olume of the Asiatic Researches, p. 180. See also voL 
j. p. 379. 

II The golden pillar is a single shaft ot pale pinkish sandstone, 42 teet 7 in(lbes 
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Pa..udita were summoned from far and near to decip~er and. 
-explain the ancient writings on their surfaces. but they, one 
and all, failed to detect any trace of the symbols of their 
own every-day writing in the prototype of sixteen centuries 
anterior use,1 Imd it remained for that most prominent of 

our Indian archooologists, J ames Prin~ to rescue from 
oblivion the sacred alphaber~f ih; Buddhists, to interpret 
the tenor of their then germinati.ng professions of faith, and 
to reconstruct the progressive alphabets of India, whose 
modern derivatives are found to spread in so many varied 
forms over the entire continent of India, and to have pene
trated into proximate lands, where the modern representa
tives of learning would assuredly deny their exotic origin. 

Though the untutored eye may at first fail to recognize 
these identities, amid the conflicting agencies of crudities 
of vernacular definiti<pl, complications demanded by alien 
speech. and divergencies incident to materials and methods 
of writing, there can be no possible doubt but that, whether 
chiselled on stone, graven on metal, impressed upon clay, 
written with ink on primitive birch bark or more refined 
paper, or, as a final test, pierced with the iron style on 

in length, of which the upper porlion, 35 feet in length, has received a very high 

polish, while the remainder is left quite rough. Its upper diameter is. 25'3 inches, 
and its lower diameter 38'8 inches." 

The second of ~oka's Debli pillars is now lying in uve pieces near Hindu 
Rao's house, on the top of the hill to the N.W. of Sh6.hjaM.nfl.bid. The whole 
length of these piece!! was 321 feet-upper diameter, 291 inches; lower diameter> 
33'44.-Gen. Cunningham, Arch. Report, 1862, pp. 17. 19. 

A somewhat similar Monolith was erected by Fin1z in the Fort of Hissfl.r.
loUIn. As. Soc. Bengal, 1838, p. 429. 

1 It is easy to understand the difficulty these unimaginative interpreters may 
have felt with the old Lat alphabet j but they must have been more than ordi
narilyobtuse or intentionally reticent if they failed to read the inscription ofVisala 
Deva, the charactet8 of which are but little removed from the more recent nrieties 
then current in the land. 
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Southern palm leaves, the entire range of existing characters 
now in use from Sind to Annam, however seemingly dis

cordant, must all confess to the common .parentage of some 
given form of the alphabet of the Pre-Aryan indigenes, the 
earliest extant example of which, in its lapidary or rock 
inscription form, dates at the very lowest estimate in 250 B.C.1 

The most important feat of Fu6! Shah's reign was, how
ever, the construction of a double system of canals to supply 
his new city of Hissar Firuzah, the head waters of which 
were drawn both from the 1 umna and Sutlege; the former 
branch, but little modified, still supplies our British subject. 
in the nineteenth century along the full 200 mile. of it. 
ancient banks. The Sutlege section, which is stated to have 
joined the main line at Kamal, can still be indicated from 
R6par to Sirhind.2 The old line of the lumna branch was 
carefully traced by Col. Colvin in ij!33,3 and may be fol
lowed on the modern maps from Badshah Mahal at the 
debouchement of the river from the outer l'ange of the Hi.m&
laya, by Chichroli and BUriah to Kamal,· through the cut-

I 1.R.A.S. i., N.S., p. 466. 

2 "Line oflevels between the J' ~ and Satlage Binn." -Lieut. Baler, Jour. 

As. Soc. Be~gaI, 1840, p. 688. 

a Jour. As. Soc. Bengal, 1833, p. 105. 

yi ~ ~ lz&~ j\ rJ~ ":fro J l~ ~,=:- yT ~ j1 ""~ ~, 

'-:fro J [var. r"~)] l~) ~ L:.l)=:"' yT ~ j\ '.J.Jji ~ 

~).d J~ Jlcl'), I.riro ,~~ ~, ~~~ (~~1] ~\.Ml' 

I";. ~~)b..;+!a.J~ I-:J JJ.J ~~ l;)~ '''JJT 
-Shams.i-Sirflj 'AM MS. 

We have a curious antiquarian document connected with the hiatol'J of FirIi.J 
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ting below Uncha Samana, into the eastern branch of the 
Chitang river,l near Sufidun, and thence through the old 
bed of the Chitang. to Hansi and Hissar. The introduction 
of the watel! of this canal into th~ city of Dehli, which is
noted (partly in pencil) on the plan of Col. Mackenzie as 
the "ancient canal.of Firoz Shah," dates in reality only from 
the time of '.Ali Murdan Khan, early in the 17th century. 

SM.h's canals, in the form of an official SaniUl or grant of the Emperor Akbar, 

dated A.H. 978, the opening of which specifies tc the Chitang Nacfdi, by which 

FirU. Shflh BfulsMh, 210 years ago, brought water from the ndld, and draina 

in. the vicinity of Sfulliaurai, at the fbot of the hills to Hansi and Hissar."-Col. 

Yule. Jour. As. Soc. Bengal, 1846, p. 214. CoL Yule adds in a note, "Sadhaurah. 

is a to'lVll in the AmMlah district, about twenty miles west of the Jumna. The 

river Howing past Sadbaurah is the Narkanda, but the soUrces of the Ohitang are 

ouly seven or eight miles distant." 

Of Fir6z's other great work for the supply or water for the environs of Deh1i, 

we have ouly casual mention by Tlmflr, who. in speaking of tbe capture of the 

Fort of Lon;' describes it as situa.ted between the two rivers Jumna and Hindun, 

the latter sf which is stated to be a large canal constructed by FirUz Sh.ah. taken 

from the KaJanadi, and connected with the Jumna opposite Firlizfl.bfuL 

See also 001. Celvin's Notice, Jour. As. Soc. Beng~ ii. p. Ill. 
I The Chitang was one of the sacred rivers of the Brahmans, embalmed in 

'Manu,' as "between the two divine rivers SarQ8Wati and 1Jriskatlwati (Chitang), 
lies the tract of land which the sages have named .BrahmdfJarta, ~ecaU8e it Wa, 

frequented by gods" (li. 17). "KUJ'ukalletrfS (modem Dehli), .M.atsga (on tha 
Jumna), Pamhdla (Kanyakubja, Kananj). and Su.ra86fU1 (MathurA)" form the 

region called Brahmarshi, distinguished from Brahmavarta" (ii. 19). See also. 
Dr. 1. Muir, J.R.A.S. ii., N.S.t pp. 12, 18; WIlson, Megha Duta, pp. 356-7-8. 

The improved texts and translations of TimUr'8 memoirs, now available, enable 
us to fix with precision the site of the ancient city of Sarsuti, which proves to be 
identical with. that of the modem town of Sirsah, lat. 29° 81', long. 76" 0'. We 
can readily follow Timur'8 march upwards from Bhatnir to Sirsab, towards 
Fathflblul, Agrowah, a.na. onwards to Flrtiz SMh's canal works about Sufidlln. 
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COINS BEARING THE CONJOINED NAMES OF FIRtTZ 
SH.(H .AND IDS SON FA-Til KH'(N. 

Ffr-uz SM.h, ill-fitted as he was in many respects to fill an 
Oriental throne, was ever ready to avail himsel1' of the aid 
of stronger and more determined minds j hence his placid 
abandonment of all virtual authority to those singularly effi
cient Hindu administrators, Khan-i-J ahan, father.,and son, of --- --that designation, who for 37 years guided the destinies of the 
narrowed dominions of the sovereignty of Dehli, while the 
Sultan employed himsel1' in the exercise of his taste for build
ing, the laying out of gardens, and improving his private 
estate.1 Some such feeling of the need of political support 

1 I have previously adverted to the innate resources of India. The (ollowing 
incident is highly illustrative, as ehowing the accumulatioDB it was poeeible 

to get together during the lifetime of a eingle proeperoUi .ltw, :-" The 

great wealth of 'Im~d·ud-din has already been spoken of, .it amounted to 
krora. The author was told that on one occasion bag. were required (or con

taining the coin, and 2,600 tankall8 were expended in the purchase of the material, 
the cost of each bag being four jftal •• •••• When the accounta were brought 

before 'Imad.ul-Mulk, he objected to this extravagant outlay for bags, and 
directed that pita should be dug in the ground and the money placed therein. • • 
There were many rich khdna and malika in the time of Firllz Shah, but no fife 

of them possessed the wealth of this one noble. It ia aa.id that he amassed 
thirteen kror, (of tanka"') [130,000,000 =£13,000,000]. bm was avid in the 
acquisition of more. He held the fief of R!lpri, and looked very 'rigilantly after 
it. The clerke of the Exchequer (diwdn-i wtwirat) were afraid of him, and 
they refrained from calling him to account, so that in the C01Il'B8 of years a large 
balance was due by him. This fact became known to the Sultau. • • • When 
'Im!ld·ul.Mulk heard abont the inquiry, he drew up a statement of his wealth, 
which he himself presented to the Sultan, who read it without making any 
observation, and returned it. ••••• One day 'Imfl.d.ul.Mulk brought a 1ror 

(of tanka"') [10,000,000 =£1,000,000) to Court, and when the SulUul cried out, 
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may have led him to invest his son, Fath Khan, with the 
"insignia of royalty so early as A.H. 760,1 and to adopt the 
unusual expedient of placing his name, in conjunction with 
his own, on the publio currency. Extant money also seems 
to show that a parallel issue of a binominal coinage took place 
after Fath Khanig death, in favour of another son, Zafar, 
whose own son, Abubakr, eventually succeeded to the masnad 
on the death of Ghias-ud·din Tughlak, the son of Fath Khan, 
in A.H. 791. Later in his reign, when Muhammad bin Firuz 
was formally associated in the government, a similar numis
matic manifestation of Vice-regency was made. 

Fath Khan was so effectively recognized as the heir-appa
rent, that we find the Egyptian Khalif Abu' I Fath AI M'uta~id 
billah II forwarding him a special robe of honour on the occa
sion of Ffruz Shah's investiture;3 and the coins themselves, 
though undated, bear record of this Pontiff's name and that 
of his sucoessor, Abu Abdallah.4 

'Bashir, what is this P' he replied that it was a small contribution (eMzi ;alUfali) 
for the use of the servants of the Court."-Elliot's Historians, vol. iii. p. 372. 

1 Briggs's Ferishtah, i. 451. 
I The sixth of his line. Date of inauguration, A.B. 7 53. S~e p. 258 ante. 
a The third chapter of the fourth book of Shams-i.Sirftj , .Afirs Tu1kh·i·F1rtlz 

Shill contains a detailed account of the arrival at Dehli of the emissaries of the 

Khalif, I.:)L.J.., ~)\ ~\ rd.P. ~, e' J:", who were the bearers 

of a EMf at for Firflz SMh. The narrative enters into the ceremony of the 
reception of this robe of honour, and enlarges upon the high comphment paid to 
the r~igning Sultftn in the voluntary act of the KhaIif, as contrasted with the 
solicitation which had secured a similar concession for Muhammad bin Tugblak. 
The title bestowed upon the Sultan on this occasion, and which he himself repeats 

with pride in his own autobiograpby, was ~U'~. Firl1z does not Use 

this title on his coins, but, as has been seen, adopts the more imposing warrior 

title of the early days of Mahmud of Ghazni ~ rl'.r.w \ ~ "Sword 

of the Commander of the Faithful.'" The Shahzadah Fath Khan and the 'lJazir 

Khan J ahan were invested with EMf at8 at the same time. 
, No.7. Acoession, A.B. 763. 



298 mE COINS OJ! 

Fath:Khan died in 776 .A.lL" and W8a buried in state by 

his father. who, with pious care~ erected near his tomb, known .. 
as the J{adam Sharif, a dependent Mosque and a Madrasah; 

and likewise excavated a reservoir, which exists to thia day.' 

Coins of F'iriLs Shah and Fath Eblin. 

No. 240. Gold. Weight, 168 grs. Unique. 

rL.~\~) .j 
~ 

~rH; .. \ 

~4~' i~\ Yo\ 

)Jr--ll:J~ 
4lL...1; ~, ~ 

.u~J 

The letters of the legends of these coins are very imperfectly 

formed,. and the words are arranged with but scant regard to legible 

sequence, while the Arabic invocation is altogether wild in its tenor. 

No. 241. Silver and Copper. Weight, 186 grs. 

O~er88-~~ J All; 4ll\ ~ A!t )JpS l:J~ 

.Rever88-~\ elf ~, ~".J' r--' rt.~' c.r-) ~ 

cil> ~~ 1.lJ4 

No. 242. Silver ana Copper. Weight, 138 grs. Rare. 

Olweru as in No. 241 • . 
Retlerla-.t:,;k ~~.ill\ ¥,y,\ ~rl'~' rt.~\ ~j 'ri 

No. 243. Silver and Copper. Weight. 52 grs. 

Smaller coins of similar types. 

I Byud Ahmad, p. 37; lour. Asiatique, 1860, p. UL 
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No.24.4. SilverandCopper. Weight,·139grs. VarietyotNo.241. 

O~W8~LJ\ I~ t..:-J~ JL:- JTh J>. * aU.JJ.r-i l;)~ 
R«er" as No. 242. 

COINS BEARING THE JOINT NAMES OF FffiUZ 

AND IDS SON ZAFAR. 

The special coinS of Firtiz Shah, incorporating the name 

of his second son Zafar, a-equire but brief notice after the 

combinations already brought under review in the parallel 
instance of the binominal coins of Fath Khan. It will be 
seen that they constitute a very complete series in the various 

metals, and, though usually undated, they may be taken, in 

their material form, to represent a fairly sustained and con

tinuous issue. Unlike the pieces of the elder brother, which, 

in their crude legends, show signs of provincial treatment, 

the coins of Zafar coincide closely in their general aspect 

with the ordinary money of the reigning monarch, and in so 

far fully bear out the declaration on their surfaces of a Dehli 

. mintage. There is one point in regard. to the specimens quoted 

below which seems to call for explanation. which is the appear

ance of the date of 791 A..H. on No. 247, a period when Zafar 
must obviously have been in his grave; but we have already 

had experience of the unreserve with which the Dehli mint
masters latterly put forth posthumous coins, under the pos

sibly double aim. of utilizing the already executed dies of the 

obverse, supplemented by a confessedly respoD..Sl.'ble date of 

issue on the newly-sunk die of the reverse, 'as well as in the 

not unreasonable desire to perpetuate a specific coinage that 
had already achieyed good credit with the public at large. 
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No. 245. Gold. Weight, 168'4 grs. Unique. CoL Guthrie. 

rt..~' ~j ~ 

~rHr.' 

4. \ 1\ ~ i.' 
~k c.::,)~ 

~~\ ~Lhl ••• H 

~ b\.:.)~ 

b\.:.)~ ~ 

~\ \, \ ... 1\ 

No. 246. Silver (?). Weight, 140 grs. New variety. 

Mr. E. C. Bayley. 

mf)er,e-~,J * *...; \\,l,..J\ P b\.:. )J~ 

ReVer86-4t:Ji>. c.::,)~ ~r!\r.\ ~, 

No. 247 (pI. iv. fig. 116). Silver and Copper. Weight, 136 gt'I. 

A.R. 791. 

01Yo6'l'8e-~,J c.::,) ~ ~~ ...; \ld..., }l; b\.:. )J~ 

ReV6'I'8B-V~ \ 4t:J L;.. ..::.J~ w.J\ ¥ .Y.' ~\ 

No. 248 (pI. iv. fig. 124). Silver and Copper. Weight, 7& grs. 

t.l,Jt ¥~, 

~kc.:J~ 

b\.:. '.~ )J,f--
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No. 249. Copper. Weight, '18 grs. New variety~ 

.; .: 1 s.I\ • 4 _ __ j~ 

TwE...~-FIRST KING (A.H. 790-791; A.D. 1388-1388). 

Ghla.s-ud-wn Tughlak Shah n., the son of Fath Khan, 
was formally appointed successor to the throne, and invested 
with the direct administration of the State, on the defeat of 
NSsir-ud-din Mubammad bin Firm, in. A.H. 789. Imme
diately on FirUz's death, on the 18th Ramazan, 790 A.H., he 

assumed the full insignia of royalty. His earliest efforts 
were directed towards the capture of the late associate king, 

the 8h4hzdllah Muhammad, but his generals were unsuccess
ful in their pursuit, and after some manoouvering in the hills 
of Sirmnr, the Prince made good. his retreat to the strong 
Fort of Nagark6t, where he was permitted to remain undis
turbed. 

In the mean time Tughlak Sh8.b. had been surrendering 
himself to unbridled dissipation in his capital, leaving the 
management of the kingdom to the chance offices of the 
ministers by whom he was surrounded. Eventually a party, 
headed by the Naib Vazir. Rukn Okana, put forward Abu
bakr Sh8.b., the son of Zalar Khan, as a claimant for the 
throne; and Tughlak Sh8.b., in attempting to escape from his 
palace towards the Jumna, was overtaken and killed on the 
21st of Safar, A.H. 791. 
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No. 250 (Pt iv. fig. 126). Silver an.d Copper. Weight, 136 grs • 
.LlL '190. 

J!' ct R )5:1, 

c.::J~ .uJ\ ¥ 

No. 251. Silver and Copper (the silver predominates). 

Weight, 164 grs. New variety. A.lL 790. 

~ ~W c:JUJ.... 

No. 252. Silver and Copper. Weight, 80 grs. 

OOf)M'8e-4t.1. ~ ~ \kl.., b'U ~ 

.Re1Ier8e-cik c.::J~ Ill\ ¥ J!\ 

No. 253. Silver and Copper (excess of copper). Weight, 60 grs. 

New variety. .Lx. 790. 

No. 254. Copper. Weight, 68 grains. 

O~f)er8e-~\bL ",u, ~ 

.Re1Ier88-~iJ ~\},J 
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Tw:ENfi-SECOND.KINa (.A..H. 791-792; A.D. 1388-l3S9) .. 

Rukn Chand having raised Abubakr bin Zafar Khan to the 
throne, naturally· constituted himself prime minister, but this 
dignity Bcarcely .satisfied his ambitio~ and he shortly pro
ceeded to intrigue, with a view to supplant his own nominee; 
but the nobles, who were staunch tQ Abubakr, getting in
formation of his designs, took the initiative, and put him to 
death, with many of those upon whose support he had relied. 
The new king's power now became consolidated in the capital; 
but the murder of Sultan Shah, the governor of Sam ana, 
encouraged Muhammad Shah to issue from his strong
hold of Nagark6t, and eventually to ,advance in force upon 
Dehli. In the irregular engagements which took place at 
FiruzabM, Muhammad Shah was unsuccessful, an~ retired 
into the Doab; but being reinforced, he again encountered 
Abubakr at Kand.ali, with a similar result; a third time he 
tried his fortune, at Panipllt (his troops being oomtnanded by 
his son), with an equal want of .success. The Sultan, how
ever, was unable to follow up his victories in an effectual 
manner, as it was unsafe to quit the capital which contained 
so many doubtful adherents; indeed, on the occasion of his 
absence in J umada'l awwal, 792 A.H., Muhammad absolutely 
made b.is way into the city, from which, however, he was 
speedily ejected. Shortly after this, Isl8.m Khan, one of the 
most prominent of the old Firm Shahi adherents, quarrelled 
with Abubakr, and invited Muhammad to join him at Dehli. 
The Sultan's case now became hopeless, and on the 19th 
Ramazan, 792.A..H., Muhammad was formally installed as 
supreme monarch at Firud.b8.d, and Abubakr, after some 



304 THE COINS OF 

ineffectual fighting, in Muharram, 793 A..H., surrendered at 
discretion, and died in prison at Meerut. 

No. 255 {pl. iv. fig. 129). Silver and Copper. Weight, 134 gle. 

A.II. 791, 792, 793. 

, 4U.5::l\ H -

«.:J~ u..J\ ¥ 

V ~ I .t:a ll:;.. 

bU p.~' 

bU jJ# ~~ ~ 

'LhJ.... '-I 
No. 256. Silver and Copper. Weight, 47 grs. Small coin. 

Obverse and reverse legends similar to No. 255. 

No. 257. Copper. Weight, 114 gls. .1.11. '192. 

06verBe-In II square area, bU P.~\ 

Hargin- ,jU:J.... bU JJ.# cr.P 
ReverB6- V~ r ~J .• l\~1 ~IJ 

No. 258. Copper. Weight, 165 gle. Imperfect. 

Ollver88-In a circular area, 

Margin

ReverBe as No. 257. 

No. 259. Copper. Weight, 140 grs. New variety. A.II. '192. 

~\.J . .. 
~".J\ .;-:-t\ 

~ k L:.JoU:;.. 

V~r 
~\ \, t .. 
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No. 260. Copper. Weight, 58 grs. 

Oln;er8~ • \bL .1:. It.:. (. \ l/ .r- .r.J! 
.Rereru-.t.::Ji:;.....::.lolL>. ~\ ¥ J!\ ~, 

POSTHUMOUS COIN OF ABUBAXR. 

One specimen of the coins of the identical type No. 260 is dated in 

clearly formed figures A\r" 813 A..lL (My'cabinet.) 

TwENTY-THIRD KING (A.H. 792; A.D. 1389). 

The Sh8.h.zadah Mubammad Khan, son of FirUz, defeated 
the arrogant Vasir Khan-i-Jahan, in Rajab, A.H. 789, and 
in the month of Shaban he was associated with his father in 
the government of the kingdom, which the failing strength 
of the Sultan did not permit him efficiently to controll The 

1 This appointment was attended with many of the forms and ceremonies of 
regal. inau,,01lration. The khutbaA was read in the names of the two kings 

~ 1t.:..J~J.J.Jb r~ ~ ~!l .... .J~ rW ~ ~t.- )103) 

~ )103 C)\:;.. ~ 1.J~t.:. .J;~' a:..., ~~ 1t..).J ~~''''>

Tfuikh-i Mubarak Shflhi MS. (.J"....) (.)N~ W~\r:-

Shams-i-Sirflj • Afif makes also an incidental reference to this contemporary 
nomination. Book i. cap. 18. "On tM nallW used I" tM khutbaA. It had been 
a rule among the SulUms of Dehli that the name of the reigning monarch only 
was mentioned in the prayers of Sabbaths and festivals, and no reference was 
made to former Sultflns. When Sultfln Finiz came to the throne, they were 
about to follow the same rule, and to mention his name only in the kkutbalt; 
but he disappro~ed of the omission of former kings, and ordered that a kkutbaA 
should be said first in the names of those kings, and then one in which his own 
name shollld be mentioned. In accordance with. this decree, the Sllltflns in the 

20 
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Prince was, however, unable to ma.intain his position in the 
capital, and had to retire to the hills of Sirmur, where he 
was able to hold his own against the armies of his regnant 
nephew, Tughlak Shah II. After the accession of Abubakr, 
he obtained possession of Samana, and being reinforced from 
other quarters, he considered himself sufficiently strong to 
assume anew 'the ensigns of royalty (6th Rabi'ul Akhir, 
791 A.H.), and further to attack Abubakr at FirUzabad in 
Jumada'l awwal, 791 A.H. ,In this attempt he failed; but, 
undeterred, he recruited his forces, and again encountered 
Abubakr at Kandali, in Shaban of the same year, with a 
similar want of success. A third time, with a like result, 
the troops of Muhammad, under his son Humayun, met the 
Sultan's army near Paniput (in Muharram, 792 A.H.). Still 
trusting to the turns of fortune, Muhammad absolutely 
entered the metropolis during the momentary absence of 
Abubakr, but was not in sufficient force to profit by his 
advantage. His eventual elevation to the throne was due 
to the defection of Islam Khan, one of the influential leaders 
of the anomalous institution of the" Slaves of Firuz Shah," 
who quarrelled with Abubakr, and invited Muhammad to join 
him, and on the 19th Ramazan, 792 A.B., the son of Finiz 
once again entered Dehli as its Sultan. 

following list were specially selected to be named in the lAut6aA :-1. Sultan 
Shahab-nd-din- Muhammad bin S6.m; 2. Shams-ud.din Altamsh; 3. Nasir-ud

din Mahmlidj 4. Ghias..ud-din Balban; 6. Jalru.nd-din Firiz; 6. 'Alfl.-ud-d.!n 
Muhammad Khi1jS; 7. Kntb-nd-din Mnb(uakj 8. Ghib-nd-din Tnghlak Shah; 

9. Sultan Muhammad ' ~dil; 10. Firliz Shlh. Two names were selected to be 
mentioned after that of Sultlu F'uU Shih, viz., Muhammad bin Firliz Shah and 
his son • AIa-nd-din Sikandar SMh; and till the end of the reign these names 
were mentioned in the prayers •••• "-ElliOt'8 Historian., iii. 292, alld MSS. 

This last name is clearly an interpolation of the anthor's 88 his 'Work progreased 
nnder succeeding kings. He speaks, in a subsequent passage, or ~im{u'8 admiriog 
the monumenta of Dehli in 801 4.11. (po 363). 
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In 794 A.H., Harsing, the Raja of Etawah, and other Hindu 
. Zami~dars, revolted, but were defeated by the army of Islam 

Khan, and the Sultan himself proceeded to Etawah and de
molished the Fort; from thence he went on to Kanauj and 
Dalamau, and commenced the founda~ons of a new city at 
Jalesur,l to which-he gave the designation of MuhammadaMd. 
Suspicions having been fomented as to the fidelity of Islam 
Khan, he was :finally condemned to death, on the false testi
mony of his own nephew, Jdjun, an unconverted Hindu, and 
Khwajah Jahan was appointed Vazir in his stead. 

In 795 A.H., the Sultan defeated Bahadur Nahir, who had 
been bold enQugh to ravage the country up to the gates of 
Dehli, but on his return to his new capital, he died of a 
fever in Rabi'ul akhir, A.H. 798. 

Cons OF MuxAIDUD ]lIlT Fum Al!/ l' OIlTT XnrG. 

No. 261 (pI. iv. fig. 135). Impure Silver. Weight, 167 gre. 

A.H.790. 

Olwer86-1.:i ~ ,~ )J~ ~I.A ~ 

{
Centre, ~, ~ Y.' 

Rever8e • . 
Margin, V~ + ~~ C) ~~.ri cil>. C)~ 

No. 262. Copper. Weight, 67 grs. Unique. My cabinet. 

Obver8e-c::-J\kL ~\.!, ),~ 

Rever8e-d \kL ~\.!, oM.s:" 

The specimen oiNo. 265, dated 790 A.H., Iqust also be accepted as 

having formed -an example of the Regency currency. 

1 Nid.m-ud.din Ahmad has ~ and Ferishtah has ... ~ ~, but the 

Tflrikh-i Mubflrak Shill has ~ • .. . 
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YlTRUIVAD lim FfRlJz's OWN Coms. 

No. 263. Gold. Weight, 170 grs. Very rare. Col. Guthrie. 

r1.-." ~) ~ 
~r1\~t 

4....:..i)k;.. ~~ 

~'\~\\.,\ .. 1\ 

I~ ',-'; ~U~ )J ...... -

~~ Jl t. !. 

I. .. U ..... 

No. 264 (pI. iv. fig. 134). Silver. Weight, 173 grs. 
(Yarsden, Nos. DCCXIL, DCCXXII., :s.Y.). 

A second. Weight, 171'0 grs. Yr. E. C. Bayley. .L1I.793. 

Obf)er8e-~UJ..., '~)J;.i rU ~ ol.-Its:1.\ Yo\ ~1\ 1.:1\\..L.J' 

Ilsv8'I'Be- V~"'" ci)k;.. ~A>. ~r1\;t' (L.1' ~) ~ 

No. 265. Silver and Copper. Weight, 140 grs. 
A..1I. 790, 793, 794. 

~'.t 9).£1\ c:-J \ kL, 

~~~\¥ 

V'"",.t .. ;)k;.. 

No. 266. Copper. Weight; 140 grs. A...R. 793, '194. 

{
Centre, rU ~ 

Obver8e 
Margin, ~,J ~~ ~~ 

Il61Jer86-V ~ /"" ~.rl'.r---' ~ li 
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No. 267. Copper. Weight, 68'6 grains. Small coins. 
A..H. 793, 794, 795. 

~' 1,L, 

No. 268. Copper. Weight, 30 grs. exact weight. 

No. 269. Copper. Weight, 52 grs. 

POSTHUMOUS COINS OF MUHAMMAD BIN FlRUZ. 

No. 270. Silver. Weight, 174 grs. A..H. 817, 818.1 

(B.Y. and my cabinet.) 

F~\ (;)\ 1, ' .. J\ 

~\\,. __ ..;iIt. ,.-i 
"",j.",--•• - -
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1 Marsden detected these exceptional dates on bis own coins. He says, "Yet 
a difficulty, that I am quite unable to explain, presents itself on some of these 
specimens, where we perceive, in characters rude indeed, but sufficiently distinc~ 
the numeral figures Alv 817 on one, and -IA (8)18 on a second" (po 642). 
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No. 271. Copper. Similar to No. 267. .L.1I. 801, 804. 

These later specimens vary in the substitution of L:)UJ... in the place 

of d.~. 

There are no extant inscriptions bearing the name of 
Muhammad bin Firtlz; but the erection of his father's tomb 
on the margin of the Hau~-i ~ha.~, which is ordinarily attri
buted to his filial devotion, is associated with a record of 
the father's name, on the inner semicircle of the archway, 
while the outer band or superimposed arch displays the titles 
and designation of Sikandar bin Buhl61 LOdi, who sceIIl8, 
in the spirit of Firuz himself, to have repaired the original 
edifice, with many other monuments of Dehli, in 913 A..H. 

Both these inscriptions are stuccoed in Indian Ohunam, or 
fine lime plaster, in alto-relievo, and, as might have been ex
pected, have suffered considerably from the combined effects 
of time and climate. The following words may, however, 
still be traced in the primary legend :-

1 * oY'.f-. ~\ ~ , oYy y\k 1\.:. JJpi ~U, ~tW.... • 

In immediate proximity to this tomb are Muhammad Shah's 
own grave and that of his Bon Sikandar Sha.h. 

1 Syud Ahmad, facsimile, No. 23, pp.32, 41, 61; 10urnal ABiatique (1860), 
p. 416. Timlir mentions this tomb in his memoirs, and expresaes his admiration 
of the reservoir, which he descnoes as a bow-shot square.-Petil de la Croix, cap. 
XiL Elliot's Historians, iii. pp. 441, 601. The site of this tank it not marked 
on the accompanying plan; it may pOSBloly have reverted to a similar state of 
disrepair to that which Firflz speaks of (p. 290) when the first English l1l.n'ey 
was made. The adjoining village still goes by the name ot Bauri Khflt.
lour. As. Soc. Bengal, 1870, p. 81. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH KING (A.H. 795; A.D. 1392). 

Humaylin, the son of N asir-ud-wn Muhammad! assumed, 
on his accession, the designation of Sikandar Shah. The 
historical record of the rule of this Sovereign is confined' to 
the announcement, that he attained regal honours, and en
joyed them for the brief space of forty-five days.l 

No. 272. Silver and Copper mixed. Weight, 142 grs. A..R. 795. 

ObversB-~\hL b\.:. ..M..s:"" b\.:.)~ 

ReverBe-cik c.=).lle;.. ~, ¥ Yo' ~, 

No. 273. Copper. Weight, 134 grs. A..R. 79§. 

f Centre, b \.:. )~ 
OboersB t 

.Jfargin, ~J c.=)~ L.::-J~ 

Rever88-V~c ~".J\r-' ~\j 

No. 274 (pI. iVa fig. 142). Copper. Weight, 67 grs. A..R.795. 

OboerSB-~ \hL b \.:. )~ 

ReverS8-V 10 ~J ~')J 

No. 275. Copper. Weight, 30 grs. (e~act weight). 

)\' <-
1 From the 17th of Rabi'w awwal, when his father died, or, more exactly, 

from &he 19th, when he ascended the throne, to the 6th of Jumfl.da'l awwal, 
795 .A..B..-Tabakat-i-Akbari MS. 



312 'IHE COINS OF 

TwENTY-FIFTH KING (A.H. 795-815; A.D. 1392-1412). 

Of all the feeble inheritors of Firliz Sh6.h's family honours, 
Mahmud bin Muhammad was perhaps the most insignifica.nt 
-a very shadow of a king. The earliest recognition of his 
nominal supremacy was associated with evil omens; and the 
normal weakness of the central government ot the empire 
was further augmented by insurrections, which sprang up on 
all sides. Prominent among the rest, was the important 
defection of the vasdr, Khwajah Jahan, who, in this act, 
laid the foundations at the temporarily powerful kingdom 
of Jaunpur. In 797 A..H., a new claimant to the throne 
was advanced by S'a8.dat Khan,l in the person of Nu!rat 

1 S'afLdat KMn, one of the leading nobles of Mahmdd Sh6.h'. newly im
provised Court, accompanied the Su1t6.n in his expedition to Gwalior, in 196 A.B., 

and discovering a plot against his own life, qnickly disposed of the leading 
conspirators, with the exception or !lulld ~bfl.l Khtm, who 11'81 destined to play 
so prominent a part in the events of the period, and who succeeded in escaping to 
Dehli, where he joined Mulplrrab KhCuJ, who had been 1e1\ in charge of the 
metropolis. In the strange turns of Indian politics, S'.6.dat KMn, carrying the 
Sultflu with him, proceeded to besiege Dehli j but lOme delay occurring in itt 
capture, the SultAn was induced to take refuge within the walla. This encouraged 
the besieged to risk a battle, in which they were aignally defeated j but 8'a6.dat 
Khfm was not IIlfficiently strong to capture the place, 80 he hit upon the Dovel 
expedient of setting up a king of his own, and selected Nup-at KhCuJ, who stood 
in the lame family relationahip to Fir6z as Mahmdd himself, and duly in. 
stalled him as king in the city of F1n1zAb6.d. Some of the old .laves of Fir4J 
Sh6.h and other inflnential parties in that town having made 01'ertures to 
Mabmild, S'd.dat Khb found his positiou untenable, and retired with. ICaIlty 
following within the walls of Dehli. Mulplrrab Khfm pretended to recein him 
with amity and overt attention, but took an early opportunity of putting him to 
death. 
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Khan, a son of Fath Khan, and grandson of Firuz. HiS' 
supporters actually took <and retained possession of the new 
capital of Firuzabad, while Mahmud and his followers were 
confined to the triple town of Dehli.l In this anomalous 
condition matters continued for the space of three entire 
years, each being in a measure king, and each holding his 
own dependent provinces of the empire:9 meanwhile, constant 
and sanguinary encounters occurred between the troops of 
the rival factions. At length, Mullu IlfbaJ. Khan, who, in 
fit keeping with the whole of this strange state of political 
existence, had remained an' observant and neutral spectator, 
first deceived, and, for the time, ruined N u~rat Shah, and 
then succeeded in getting possession of the person of Mahmud, 
in whose name he thenceforth pretended to rule. This ir
regular administration was, however, put an end to by the 
advance of the celebrated Timur.3 The defeat of the Indian 

1 Under Mu\mrrab Khan, Bahadur Nfl.hir had charge of Old Dehli( 4~.J), 

and MullK IlFbfl.l KMn commanded the Fort of Sm, the intermediate J ahan-panfl.h 
constitnted the more open royal head-quarters.-Tflrikh-i Mubfl.rak Shfl.hi. 

I Mahm(id's districts at this period are specified as-l. The Dofl.b (or portions 
of it S.E. of Debli); 2. Sambal; 3. Pflniput; 4. Jhnjhur; and 6. Rohtak.
Tfl.rikh-i Mubfl.rak Shfl.hi MS. 

I Tt~~!!!..¥.Jl~!$!lt-i=T,~ontributes much 
curious information as to the state of India at the period of his invasion. Many 
of the details regarding the routes and the distribution of the strong places are of 
considerable interest; but his account of the capture of Dehli claims distinct 
notice. He tells us that in the engagement with the forces of Mahm(id and 
Mulhi ~bal KMn, the r~dian troops bore themselves bravely, and showed no 
want of courage. He goes on to describe his entry into the capital and his special 
directions that the khlltbah should be repeat~d m his name "in the pulpits and 
mosques of the city of Dehli;" and he relates, with an evident feeling of the 
need of justification, the sack and utter ruin of the three towns, and the ruthless 
extermination of their inhabitants, for which he coudescends to give no less than 
five very insufficient reasons. His narrative proceeds-"By the will of God, anll 
bY'no wish or direction of mine, all the three cities of Dehli, by name Sirl, 
J ahin-panah, and Old Dehli, had been plundered. The ki'lutbai'l of my sove-
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army, the surrender and subsequent merciless sack of Dehli 
followed; and, for five days, the Mughal conqueror continued 
feasting while his troops plundered and destroyed the hapless 
citizens of the ill-fated city; and, to finish the inconsistency, 
innate in the barbarian mind, II on the day of his departure 
he offered up to the Divine Majesty his sincere and humble 
tribute of grateful praise." I 

The capital of Hindustan remained in a state of com
plete anarchy, to which were superadded the horrors of 
famine and pestilence, for the space of two months after 
the departure of Timlir. At the end of this period it was 
taken possession of by N u~rat Shah, and shortly afterward! 

reignty, which is an assurance of safety and protection, had been read in the city. 
It waa therefore my earnest wish that no evil might happen to the people of the 

place. But it waa ordained by God that the city should be ruined. lie therefore 
inspired the infidel inhabitants with a spirit ot resistance, 80 that they brought on 

themselves that fate which waa inevitable. When my mind Willi no longer oc
cupied wit~ the destruction of the people of Dehli, I took a ride rouDd the cities. 
Sirl is a round city (,haAr). Its buildings are lofty. They are eurroundcd by 
fortifications (karaA), built of stone and brick, and they are Tery Itrong. Old 

Dehli also baa a similar strong fort, but it is larger than that ot Sirl. From the 
fort of Sid to that ofOid Dehli, which is a considerable distance, there rulll a .trong 

wal~ built of stone and cement. The part called Jahlw.-panCili is .ituated in the 
midst of the inhabited. city (,liaA,..i-d.lJdddn). The fortiftcatioDl ot the three citiea 
have thirty gates. JaMn-panfl.h baa tbirteen gates, seven on the south aide 
bearing towards the east, and six on the north side bearing towards the weat. 
Sirl baa seven gates, four towards the outside and three on the inside towards 
Jahfl.n-panf!.h. The fortification. ot Old Dehli have ten gates, some opening to 
the exterior and some towards tbe interior of the city. When I 'IV" tired of 
examining tbe city. I went into the Masji4-i-jdmi', where a congregation Willi 

assembled of ,aiyid,. lawyers, ,Aaiklil, and other of the principal Musulmlne, 
with the inhabitants of their parts of the city, to wbom they had been a protec
tion and defence. I appointed an officer to protect their quarter of the city, and 
guard them against annoyance."-Elliot'. Historians, ill. p. 447. See also Zalar 
NfI.mah, p. 602, Wid. i and Petia de la Croa'. translation, book iT. cap.:u. 

1 Price'. Muhammadan History, iii. p. 267. This fut.ile ceremony took place 
in F1r(u 8Mh'.Mosque in Firflzlb6.d. 
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it again passed into the hands of Mulhi TIfbal Khan, whose 
. sway at this time extended but little beyond its walls; the 

provinces being, in effect, independent under their several 
• governors, who, one and all, held themselves as kings.1 I~ba.I 

Khan, nevertheless, succeeded in gradually enlarging his 
boundaries; and in 804 A.H. was joined by Mahmud (who had 
fled at the sack of Dehli to Gujarat), on whom he amiably 
bestowed his countenance and protection. I~baI lThan now 
undertook an expedition against Ibrahim Shah Shar~, the 
Sultan of Jaunp-ur, who had lately succeeded his brother Mu
barak; and Mahmu~, thinking to improve his position, deserted 
his guardian, and went over to Ibrahim. He was, however, 
received with but small encouragement, and, finally, was 
allowed by both parties to establish himself as a sort of local 
king of Kanauj, On the death of ~bal Khan, which took 
place in an action with :Khi¥ Khan, the governor of Multan., 
in Jumada'l awwal, 808 A,H., Mahmud was again invited to 
Dehli by Daulat Khan L6di and other men of influence; 
but "deficient both in sense and courage," he made but 
little profit of his restored rights; and, surrendering him
self to dissipation, he unconcernedly allowed the various local 
governors to fight th~ir own battles for the few districts 

DXSTlllllUTION OF THE PATHAN EMl'IRB AFTEa THE bVASION OF Tbu5a IN 

A.H. 801; A.D. 1398. 
Mullu 14bfJ Khan........ ..... Dehli and the Doab. 
Zafar Khan ........................ Gujfl.rat. 
Khizr Khan ..................... MulUn, Daibalp6.r, Sind (~~~). 
Mahmlid Khan .................. Mah6bah, KaIpi. . 
Khwfljah-i JaMn ............... Kanauj,Oude, Karrah, Dalamau, Suudalah, 

Bahraich, Bah6.r, J aunplir. 
Dilflwar Khan .................. Dh6.r. 
GhfJib Khan ..................... Samanah. 
Shams Khan ..... ................ Bifma. 

-Thikh-i Mubmk: SMhi MS. 
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which still confessed a nominal allegiance to the throne of 
Dehli. Mahmud died in Rajab, 815 A.R. 

No. 276 (pI. iv. fig. 143). Weight, 174 gr •• 

rl.~' ~j~ 

~rl\..; .. , 

.w:......; 1>. I.:J~ 

~" ~t k \ til n 
lU ~~ ~Lc \\.H' 

r---.Ji \ k \ 
~ • 

No. 277 (pI. iv. fig. 144). Silver (impure). Weight, 141 p. 

,U[. 795, 796. 

Obvw8e-,.j\hL lU ~ lU "'~ 

.Rever8e-V~' cil> c..!J~ ~\ ¥ Yot ~t 

No. 278. Copper. Weight, 140 grs. A.B:. 798,800,804, l!I1.3,815. 

f 
Centre, lU ~~ 

Obver,e 
Hargin, ~'" I.:J~~;J &.:J\k1.., 

.Rever8e-A \ r' ~.,..n p' ~\j 

No. 279. Copper. Weight, 56 grs. 

Ob'Oer8e-Legend 8S in No. 277. 

Re17er,e-l.::JL;.. &.:.J~ ~",npl ~, 
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No. 280 (pl. iv.fig. 147). Copper. Weight, 68 grs. A.R. 795, 

197, 798, 800, 801, 802, 815 (816,1 PosthumOllS com; several 

examples of this date are known). 

O~w,.-~\Y..., ,\..:. ~~ 

,&ow,.-V'o ~~ ~\),J 

No. 281. Copper. Weight, 32 grs. 

1 The date of the death of Mahmfid is fixed by Ferishtah in Zi'l k'adah, 

814: A.lL; and the asswnption of power by naulai Khfm. L6di is affirmed, by the 

same author, to have taken place on the 1st of Muharram, 816 A.lL A difficulty 

is suggested in the very fact of the capital. and the co~try dependent upon it, 
haling, as thus stated, remained for nearly fourteen months without even a 

nominall'liler. This anomaly is not attempted to be met by the compiler in ques

tion, nor is even ita existence noticed by subsequent commentators. (See Rom. 

bay ten, i. P. 292; Briggs. wL i. p. 604; Elphinstone, vol. ii. p. 80.) 

The point at ilne seems to be authoritatively set at rest by the author of 

the Tflrikh-i Mub6.rak Shfilii, who is very full and elaborate in his dates bearing 

upon the con1licting events 01 this troubled period, when a king'a life was other

wise a matter of almosi secondary imporlance. .His ten is most cltear as to the 

month of Rajah, A.B. 815, and he adds emphatically-

,J.t, It.. J~ , JL ~ yUi', J}y .t..u ~~ J\ ~ ioM 
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which still confessed a nominal allegiance to the throne of 
Delli Mahmltd died in Rajab, 815 A.B. 

No. 276 (pI. iv. fig. 143). Weight, 174 gra. 

rl.~l ~j~ 

~r!'..J ., 
~ l&.. c.:J.u.::... 

~'1 l;J' h \ c:: n 
It:. "'r-s:" oM ts: 1 \ ~, 

___ it h 1 
ys • 

No. 277 (pI. iv. fig. 144). Silver (impure). Weight, 141 p . 

.A..H. 795, 796. 

Obt7""811-~\bL It:. ~ It:. "'~ 

.R~er'I-V~' 4l::Jk ~~ 4lll\ ¥ Yo' ~1 

No. 278. Copper. Weight, 140 grs. .A..H. 798,800,804,818,815. 

f 
Centre, It:. "'~ 

OOver,e 
Margin, ~,J L.:)~ t..::,...J~ l:Ju!" 

.Rev.""e-AU"" ~r!'r' ~li 

No. 279. Copper. Weight, 56 grs. 

Obv61",e-Legend 8S in No. 277. 

Rtf).""II--kJ1.::.. c.:J~ • • - ~" ,~, 
~rr -
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No. 280 (pl. iVa fig. 147). Copper. Weight, 68 grs. A..X. 795, 

797,798, 800,801, 802, 815 (816,1 .Posthumous com; several 

examples of this date are known). 

OMiwll-"U:L ~l!a ~~ 

.Re1lWI6-V' 0 ~~ 1.!.SlJ\)~ 

No. 281. Copper. Weight, 32 grs. 

1 The date of the death of MahmM is fixed by Ferishtah in Zi'l k'adah, 

814 A.B.; and the BSS1llllption of power by Daulat Khan L6di is affirmed, by the 

same author, to have taken place on the Ist of Muharram, 816 .l.B. A difficulty 

is suggested in the very fact of the capital, and the cOU?ltry dependent upon it, 
having, as thus stated, remained for nearly fourteen months without even a 

nominal ruler. This anomaly is not attempted to be met by the compiler in ques

tion, nor is even its existence noticed by subsequent commentators. (See Bom

bay text, i. p. 292; Briggs, voL i. p. 504» Elphinstone, vol ii. p. 80.) 

The point at issue seems to be authoritatively set at rest by the author of 

the T6.rikh-i Mubfl.rak SUhi, who is very full and elaborate in his dates bearing 

upon the conflicting events of this troubled period, when a king'a life was other

wise a matter of almost secondary importance. His text is most Clear as to the 

month of Rajab, A.B. 815, and he adds emphatically-

~.y. ¥l. J~' JL ~ yla.i\, J}y MJb ~~ J' I.!A.. i.M 
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TwENTY-SIXTH KING (A,n. 797; A.D. 1395). 

The history of th~ partial sovereignty of Nu~rnt Shah~ 
dating from Rabi'ul awwal, A.H. 797, including both his threo 
years' possession of Firuzabad and his momentary occupa.· 
tion of the metropolis after the departure of Timur, has been 
sufficiently adverted to in the notice of the reign of Yahmud. 

From 802 A.H. Nu~rat Shah appears to have been lost sight 
of by Indian historians. 

No. 282. Copper. Weight, 143 grs. 

Obver8e-~\hL ~U L:.J~ 

.Rever811-~r1\~\ ~IJ 

No. 283. Copper. Weight, 57 grs. 

Obver8e-~\hL ~~ '-=-'~ 

llever,e-~,J ,,:'~ ... H}.J 

No. 284 (pI. iv.fig. 150). Copper. Weight, 67 gn. 
A..H. 797, 798. 

Obver811 as above. 

Jlever.e-V~ V ~J ~'}.J 

No. 285 (pt v. fig. 151). Copper. Weight, 67 grs. A..ll.807. 
Similar to No. 284. 

This coin, though it can scarcely be pronounced to be posthumous, 
in our present ignorance of the eventual fate of NUfrat Shah, seems 
to have been an adaptation of an old obverse to a new reverse, which 
la\ter correctly declares the date of issae-a matter h"ld to be of 
some importance, it will be seen, in estimating the good faith and 
responsibility of the party immediately in charge of the mint. 



lax MOSQUB AT IAUNP'UB. 

From Fergusson's IIandboolr. of Arohiteeture. voL ii. p. 661. 

LOCAL COINS OF J.A.UNl'UR. 

In the introductory divisions ot this work I have ,had 
occasion to trace the absorption of native states and the co
incident adaptation of their currencies to the new phase of 
the political supremacy of the Dehli Pathans. The period 
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has now been reached in the history of that dynasty when the 
reverse process of disintegration had already made consider
able progress, and the coins of local governors, or their suc
cessors, who had achieved. independence, began to obtrude 
themselves in the general circulation. I do not propose to 
follow out the minor gradations of these local mintages; but 
where opportunities offer, I may, perhaps, advantageously 
notice representative numismatic illustrations ot the advance 
of the more important kingdoms thus emancipated. from 
central control. 

The earliest contemporaneous issue, and that which is most 
closely connected with the decadence of Dehli, is the money 
of the Sultans of Jaunpu.r, whose reigning representative, 
Ibrahim, has been already noticed in connexion with the 
affairs of Mahmud and Mullu I~bal Khan. 

The following is a list of the dynasty of the independent 
Kings of J aunpur, with their dates of accession :-

/' A.B. A.D. 
TIlE lUNos OJll,uTlfPUJI.. 

796 1393 Khwajah-i-Jaban, vaz{r of Yuhammad bin Ffruz. 

802 1399 Mub8.rak SMh, his adopted Bon (Jii,) ~~ ~). 
804 1401 Ibrahim Shah Shar~i. 

844 1440 MahmUd SMh bin Ibrahim SMh. 

862 1457 Muhammad Shah (Bhtkun Kha.n) bin MahmUd. 

862 1457 Husain Shah (defeated by :Buh101 Lodi in 879 A..1I!). 

879 1474 Barbak bin Buh101 Lodi placed in charge ollaunpu.r. 

On :Buhlo1 Lodi's death Barbak opposes &ikandar bin 

:Suhlo!, but is defeated in A..1I. 881, when Jaunpu.r 

again becomes subject to Dehli. 

1 Husain is permitted to retain lome outlying districts, and finally seeu refuge 
with • Ala-ud-drn or Bengal. 
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SPECIlIEN Com OF THE J A.UNPUR MINT. 

No. 286. Silver and Copper. Weight, 140 grs. A..H. 11.111. 

mver,~-~ ~~ d.\kL ~\.!, ~';., 

.R/1fIe"8~-"'" ~k ~.A::;.. ~J.J';.-"\ ~, 
Marsden has engraved and described 'a very full list of Jaunpur 

coins: comprising the subjoined series (1-6), which I improve 
from Col. Guthrie's rich collection; the latter specimens are dis· 
criminated by italic letters (a-h):-

1. Gold. Weight, 148'0 grs. B.M. 

Obtl"._~\.!, ~';.'}lW~\ ~..\l\J ~..\l\ ~ ~~\ ~tkLJ\ 

~~d.\kL 

Bev",,) Area'.~k ~ e~\ .~rI\.r.'. ~l .. ~\ ~) ~ 
t Margm, •••• ..u.-\ ~ 1./ .. )~~\ \~ Y~ 
a. Gold. Weight, 177'3 grs. A.H.840. Col. Guthrie. 

The chief peculiarity of this gold coinage is the elongation of the down strokes 
of the leading letters on the obverse, so that the upper surface presents a similarity 
to a modern Organ front, with its array of parallel pipes; the characters of the 
legends are also exceptional, and are fashioned in straggling and imperfect out. 
lines, in a manner altogether unworthy of a civilized mint. 

2. Silver and Copper. Weight, 36 grs. Pl. xxxvii. fig. noon. 

A.B. 822; irregular dates up to 824, 836, and 844. 

Obtl",,-~ ~\.!, ~!r. \ 
Bevw,-"r, ~'j.\ ~ 

3. Silver and Copper. Weight, 164 grs. PL xxxvii. fig. DeeLI. A.B. 813, 826. 
Specimen similar to that above engraved under No. 286 of the present series. 

h. MABHuD. Gold. Weight, 176'2 grs. A.H.856. Type as in No.1. 

21 
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4. Silver and Copper. Pl. xxxvii. fig. DOCLIU. .A..B. 84s, 8(6, 8'9, 81S6. 

OWw'I-~ 4:.J~ dtkL bl.!a ~~, ~, ~u ,J~ 

Rlller8l-Afo cill.>. 4:.J~ ~rl\~' ~\ 
o. Copper. Weight, IH gn. A.B. 844, etc. 

I Circular area, ~u ,J~ 
OlnJ",,, 

Margin, I.:JtkL ~t.:. ~~\ ~ 

RIII""I-Aff ~rlt ~\ ~\i 

6. Silver and Copper. Varieties. Nos. DOCLtv. and DCCLV. .\.11. 84B. 

4. MU1I.uoDIAD. Silver and Copper. .\.11. 8B1, 8G2, 8G3. 

0"'''',1-
~ 4:.J~ d\bl... bl.!a ~);. \ I:/. al.!a ,J~ do .u ~ 

.RetIer,l-A" cil>. 4:.J~ ~.,.J' ~\ ~l\ 

I. MUBAlIDI'AD. Copper. .A..1I. 8G1. 

I Circular area, .u, ~ 
OlnJ.,.81 

Margin, I.:JI1L aU ~!r.\ ~ .I.!a ,J~ I:/. 

Reter'I-A, \ ~ rl \ft'" ~\i 
f. HU8Al1\'. Gold. Weight, 180·3 gn. 

Type as in No.1, but with the entire omission of the marginal record. 

g. Variety. Copper. A.B.866. 

I Circular area, .U ~ 
OlnJ",,, . 

Margin, 1.:J\hL aU ~~ll:/. aU ~~ I:/. 

R",.,.,.-A, 0 ~ rl \ft" \ ~\i 

8. Copper. No. DCCLVJ. A.B. 880,886,897,900. 

• * ~ d\h1..., .t.:. r-!r. \ I:/. .I.!a ,J~ do b\!, ~ 
A~ V cil> c.:~ ~,.,.J'r-\ ~\ ¥~, ~\.5J' 

A. Coina of Barbak. A.B. 892-894. See under Sikandar bin Bu.hl6J. 
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General Cunningham,. who, in his earnest pursuit ot the varied 
branches of Indian antiquarian lore, has devoted some attention 
to the provincial mintages of J aunpur, informs me that coins of 
Mahmud are 'extant in continuous suites, dating from A.H. 844 to 
A.H. 863, and that during the concluding three years of his reign, 
in apparent imitation of FlrUz Shah, he associated his eldest son, 
Muhammad, in the ostensible government of his kingdom. This 
concurrence of power is so far numismatically demonstrated, as to 
enable us to quote a record of the name of the son upon pieces pur
porting to have been issued from the mint of the Eastern Metro
polis during the yaars 861, 862, and 863 A.H. 

The subjoined series of assays were likewise conducted under the 
immediate superintendence ·of General Cunningham; and although 
his object, in these analyses, was rather to arrive at a general ave
rage of intrinsic contents, than to discover discriminative propor
tions of silver in the gradational divisions of the ruling "d~i8, the 
table itself is of considerable interest, not only as an additional evi
dence of the existence of the pervading system of mixed metals for 
the regulation of exchange rates, but as affording a totally inde
pendent test of the values of conterminous issues, whose bare names 
have hitherto carried but vague intimations of their effective posi
tion in the circulating media of the period. At the same time, I 
must guard my readers ~ainst any supposition that the apparent 
depreciation of the currency under Husain, as here set forth, is in 
any way real and positive. As coins were seemingly taken at 
hazard for these trials, the depreciated result of the silver return 
in the money of the latter king may merely imply that his do. 
lcdr,tiB were more largely current or more readily accessible to the 
modem collector than the 8hash-kdTJia of his. predecessors; and 
such, indeed, is the inference the comparative number ?f in
trinsic grains of silver in the immediate contrast would seem to 
point to; but this is a branch of the inquiry which is more im· 
portant in its relative thau in its direct bearing upon the leading 
question of the Dehli mintages, and, as such, may be reserved 
for comment hereafter in its proper place, in connexion with the 
issues of Sikandar bin Buhlol and the ~lac7r, tanka'M of TirhUt in 
13abar's returns. 13ut the most curious fact contributed by the 
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extant Jaunp6r coins consists in their ~stimony to the diverse 
metric systema obtaining in closely proximate localititls at thia period. 
The monetary standard of Imperial Dehli is DOW pretty well as
certained, and coincidently evidence is afforded of the gradations of 
current Bazar weights and measures. The local Eastern Mint clearly 
coined money of a higher average weight both in copper and in gold. 
In the latter metal we recognize tM tolah. of 180 grains, which our 
early English officials too readily accepted as the normal weight for 
all India. Col. Guthrie's gold coin No. J absolutely exceeds this 
ponderary measure by a small fraction; and the piece itselt, though 
defective as a work of art, is as sharp in its edges as if it had 
received its stamp but yesterday. The other specimens in gold, 
Nos. tI, b, equally advance in a marked degree beyond the limited 
175 grains of the assumed Dehli standard • 

.A81aY8 oj Muliammaaan (Join •• -
No. 

melted. 

Ibrahim •••••• 10 
MahmUd ..••• 9 
Husain (let). 4 

" (2nd). 96 
" (3rd). 10 

Mean 
weight. 

gre. 
140'2 
142'66 
149'0 

-

+ 
.. eight. 

gre. 
145 

152 

Total. 
Silver. 

gre. 
130 
113 
13''; 

299'0 
35'0 

Average. 
Silver. 
gre. 

13'0 
11'3 
3'4 \ Me!1no!110 

J 
comslll3 

3'125 assay., 3'34 
3'5 grains. 

1 I preserve the returns of some other assays which General Cunningham has 
simultaneously favoured me with, though they do not correctly belong to this 
section of Indian curreneies; but as they form a portion of his table, they range 
themselves more consistently under the present association than they would amid 
independent analyses undertaken with a different object in view. 

Small name in circle. weight. 
'Ala-ud-dm Khilj1. } Mean + Silvet. Silver. 

(No. 136 ,upra.) 154 coins. 52'218 66 398 2'584 gra. each. 

Ditto, silvery looking. } 64'0 
(No. 135 8Upra,) 10 coins. 

Sikandar L6di. 76 coins. 
1st 38 13g'58 
2nd 38 134'47 

142 
144 

87 S-70 
" 

167} Mean oU 8S8fI}'I, 
161 4'18 gra. each. 
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TwENT'f-SEVENTH RuLtm (A.R. 815-817; A.D. 1412-l414). 

On the death of Mahmud, in Rajab, A.R. 815, the notables 
of Dehli elected -Daulat Khan L6di to be their leader, and 
pledged their instant adhesion accordingly. To judge from 
the narrative of the best informed and nearly contemporary 
historian,l there was no pretence of assumption of royalty, 
nor were any of the ceremonies of coronation or less formal 
investiture gone through upon this occasion. It was neces· 
sary to have some acknowledged head of the military oli· 
garchy of the narrowed section of the country which still 

• owned Dehli as its capital; and a recognition of the most 
powerful among the chiefs,-such as had sufficed for all pur
poses of government under Mullu llfbal Khan,-to the utter 
disregard of the fiction of a king, was perhaps,. under the 
peculiar circumstances, the wisest course that could have been 
pursued. 

Daulat Khan's position was further strengthened for tho 
time by the cohesion of Mubarak Khan and Malik ldds, who 
had lately supported Khizr Khan,. Timur's governor of Dai· 
balp-ur, etc. However, the utmost the new rule!' of Dehli 
was able to accomplish was a ~ilitary promenade,. in Muhar· 
ra.Jl?, 816 A.lI., by the route of Katehr 8 and Bisa.uli,3 leaving 

1 The author of the Tm-ikh-i Mubm-ak Sh6.hi. 
I The Tm-ikh-i Mllbm-ak Shahi mentions that" Rai Htming and other Rib of 

Kat~hr (~ '.e. Rohilkand) met Daulat Khan on thiB occasion, and tendered 

their Bubmission." Nizim-ud-dln and Ferishtah have" Narsing" (i. 695). See 
also Elliot's Glossary, i. 171, 307; ii. 150; and Elliot's Index (1849), i. 192. 

8 This was the Bite of Fln1z Shih's latest Finizp11r, seven k6, from Badion, 
which was quaintly entitled by the people of the land .!kMrinpilr, "the last 
eity."-Ferishtah. Elliot'. Bibliographical Index, p. 330. 
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Ibrahim of J aunpur to continue undisturbed the siege of 

Kalpi, Daulat Khan returned to Dehli, where, after suffering 

a four months' siege in the fort of Siri, he finally surrendered 
to Khizr Khan on the 7th of Rabi'ul awwal, A.H. 817. 

Daulat Kha.n LOdi having refrained from assuming the 

honours of royalty, t"pso facto admitted his disability to coin 
money in his own name. 

The posthumous coins bearing the names of Firuz SMh or 

those of other members of his family, struck under the 

presidency of Daulat Khan LOdi, may be recapitulated as 

follows:-
1. Positive issues from the Mint of Daulat lOuin LMi during his 

full domination at Dehli :-Nos. 238, A.H. 816, and 280, ~H. 816. 
2. Possible issues during the initial or concluding years of his 

power:-Nos. 238 and 270, A.H. 817, and 280, ~H. 815. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH RULER (A.H. '817-'824; A.D. 1414-1421). 

Khizr Khan first appears in the political arena of northern 

Hindustan ~ governor of Multan under FfrUz Shah. In the 
various complications consequent- upon that monarch's sub

dued later life and the discordant heritages he left behind 
him, we only regain sight of Khizr Khan, in the general 
history of the day, when Sarang Khan, the brother of the 
all-powerful Mullu I1Fb8.l Khan, besieges and captures him 
in his own stronghold of Mult8.n in 798 A.R. Escaping 
from his imprisonment, Khizr Khan seeks refuge at Blana, 
and in process of time, when TimUr is on his way to Dehli, 
he casts his fortune with the alien invader. On the final 
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departure of these Tatar hordes, who pretended to no in-
. terest in the land they had devastated. and ruined within 
the limits or their providentially confined track, this com
placent .e Syud" was left to resume his former holdings, and 

eventually, not without effort, he succeeded in installing him
self in the capital on the surrender of Daulat Khan Llx!i in 

817 A..H. His seven years' tenure or power in his new posi
tion present bnt few incidents of mark: there is a seeming 

Oriental want or energy to sustain an accomplished triumpn, 

an air of ease which so often stole over the senses of a suc

cessful owner of a Palace in Dehli; and so his vazir and 

deputy, Tal ul Murk, went forth to coerce or persuade, as 

occasion might dictate, the various independent chiefs, whe

ther Muslim or HindU, whose states now encircled the re
duced boundaries of the old Pathan kingdom. There were, 

or course, the ordinary concessions to expediency, so well 

understood in the East, submission for the moment in the 

presence of a supex:J.or force, insincere professions of alle

giance, temporizing payments of tribute, or desertion of 

fields and strongholds easily regained; but there was clearly 

no material advance in public security or in the supremacy 

of the central government. The inevitable law of nature 
had, no doubt, been asserting itself anew in the ready re
covery of the influence of the free HindU. tribes as against 
the effete dominancy of the domesticated Muslims; but this 

process had been in continuous action from the day that the 
thin wedge of Muhammadanism first thrust itself amid the 

overwhelming population of India, whose almost Chinese 
attachment to ancient ideas would have resisted far more 

penroasive arguments than the sharpest edge of a scimetar, or 
the most eloquent exhortations of the latest inspired. preacher 

of Islam. Added to this nominally antagonistic element, 
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there had intervened in higher quarters an amalgamative 
process of intermarriage with HindU. females, and an admis
sion of HindU. converts, upon very easy terms, to all the 
honours of Muhammadan nobility; so that any prestige the 
conquering race might once have claimed was altogether 
subdued, if not degraded, in these inconsistent conccssions; 
and it required something more revolutionary than the ac
cession of a local Syud to perpetuate a new dynasty. 

Khizr Khan died at Dehli on the 17th of Jumada'l awwal, 
A.H.824. 

A curious numismatic myth has hitherto been ~iated. 
with the chieftainship of Khizr Khan, inasmuch as it had 
been asserted by Ferisbtah that he coined money in the name 
of his patron, Timur.l .A more careful examination of the 
leading versions of the Indian historians, combined with the 

• 
testimony ot ex.tant coins, summarily disposes of this fable. 
Ferishtah clearly derived this statement from Nizam·ud-din 
Ahmad; and looking closely into the Persian text of the latter 
author, it is seen to be almost a verbatim copy of the narra
tive of the Tarilth·i Mubarak Sham, with this remarkable 

~xception, that the passage respecting Khizr Khan'. refrain-

1 Ie He refrained from assum.ing royal titles, and gave out that he held the 
government for TUndr, in whose name he caused the coin to be struck and the 
Khutba to be read. After the death of Ttmdr, the Khutba 11'81 read iu the name 
of his successor, Shah Rolth Mirza, to whom he sometime. even lent tribute at 
his capital of Samarkand."-Erigga'8 Ferishtah, ToL i. p, 608. 

AMI Fazl followed Ferishtah in this error. 
"Khizr Khln, out of gratitude to his benefactor, Ttmflr, did Dot U8Ume the 

titl, of Sultln, but contiuued to have the Khotbah read in the name of that 
monarch, contenting himself with being styled Aybt AfUa, or the Yost lligh in 
Dignity. At the death of Tim 6r, the Khotbah waa read in the name of hiI suc
cessor, Shih Rokb, concluding with a prayer for the proeperity of Khizr XhiD." 
--Gladwin', Ayin-i Alben. 
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ing from assuming the title ?f king and holding himself as 
. a v~ of Timu.r and Shah Rill,l proves to be a gratuitous 

interpolation or the later epitomist, the concluding portion 
of which assertion is not adopted or received by his better .. 
informed contemporary, 'Abd ul J.C8.dir Badaoni, who rightly 
confines his statement to the non-assumption of the titles of 

royalty. .. 
As regards the numismatic aspect of the controversy, no

thing could be more conclusive against any notion that 
Timw-'s title was emblazoned. on the Indian coinage for 
many years after he had left the country, than the appearance 
of specimens of Dehli mintages, in more or less sustained 
order, bearing the names of Firuz Shah and other duly
installed. m.onarchs of his race, dated in full figures, and 
embracing several of the absolutely identical seven years 
dlU'ing which Khizr Khan was master of the capital. 

In short, Khizr Khan, in imitation of the practice already 
sanctioned by Mullli IfMI, and more definitively recognized 
by Daulat Khan Loai, issued mo.ney in the names, sometimes 
with the available original obverse d.ies, of his formally
crowned predecessors. It mattered little to one who d.id not 
care to call himself a king, whose superscription was placed on 
the public money,-his duty was confined to authorizing the 

1 "Notwithstanding his possessing the substantial power and authority or a 
king. he Dever auumed 'he title, but called himself Amir' Ala. He allowed the 
coin to be atamped and the Khutbah to be read in the Dame of Amir Timfu-, and 
subsequently in that of Mirzl SMh Rill; but at last the people used to read 
the Khutbah in Khizr Khrm's name, and to include him in their blessings."
lfJZlm.ud·dm .Ahmad j Tabakit-i Akbari; Elliot's hda (1849), p. 192-

The author or the Thikh-i Mubfu-ak Shlhi Dever thinks of calling Khizr Khrm 

by the title of Sultrm. He is ordinarily entitled J lc. .s:.-.., but after his 

aeeeaaion ~1 ~~~.J.fJ .r..%,"p...r. ~l.i,,~ t"tJ)~' '-=-'~!J 
Badft.oni, Calcutta text, p. 286. (~L I....:\h::;.. .. . 
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legality of the new issues by so much of his attestation, 

as was implied in the annual date recorded on th~ re
verse, which indicated one of the few years during which 
he was the responsible head of the provisional government of 
the country,-a system, indeed, which the East India Com
pany, of their own free will, imitated with much credit and 

simplicity by striking their Rupees in the name of Shah 
'Xlam and other defunct monarchs of Dehli, whose money 
had of old obtained good repute in the local Bazara. nut as 

the progressive annual dates, which were needed to test the 
good faith of Oriental princes, came, in process of time, to 

be a source of confusion and an opportunity for money
changers, the Government adopted the expedient of selecting 
the best current coin of the day, and based their standard 
upon its intrinsic value i and so the immutable date of "the 

xix san (year) of Shah 'XIam," came to figure upon our 

much-prized" Sicca R.upees." 1 

TWENTY-NINTH KING (A.B. 824-837; A.D. 1421-1433). 

The reign of Mubarak Shah II. (Mu'izz-ud-clin) has had 

the advantage of a special biographer,-an author of more 
than usual merit, a careful epitomist of the initial history of 

the Muslims in India, a conscientious and exact narrator of 
the events of the later period, of which he had exceptional 
sources of knowledge, and a living witness of the personal 
government of his patron and that of his immediate pre
decessor, as well as of the introductory portion of the reign 

1 Priosep'. Indian Antiquities, Useful Tables, pp. 2, 3,24, 48, 74. 
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of Muhammad bin Farid.1 But the most graphic historian, 
.ancient or modern, could have produced but little instructive 
matter out of the thirteen years of provincial warfare that 
the newly-instituted Sultan of Dehli was doomed to encounter. 

If lIubarak Shah did not fight his own battles, he had to 
accompany his own armies at all times, and against all man
ner of adversaries; the more potent monarchs of J aunpUr and 
MaIwah affected his essential political position less than the 
fatal heritage of the Panjab provinces, from which his father 
had gone forth to the bootless conquest of Dehli. In effect, 
the revered capital of the successors of Muhammad bin Sam 
had long since lost its prestige in India, and Timur's inva
sion merely put a finishing stroke to the supremacy of the 
old Hindu reverence for the" Owners of Elephants," 2 or the 

1 The author of the Tdrikh.i Mu1Jdrak SAdhi gives us his own name and parent

age in fall in his preface as I.jJJ ~I~I ~d. .M.>-\ d. ~ 
associated with his dedication in all form. to the ~\ J y.r\\ d~ dL. 
C)\hW\ A:, ~\v.~' y,\ ~o.\I\J ~0.\1\~ ~)\ ~~ ~I)' 
The work itself is very rare, and none of our collectors of MSa seem to have 
secured an original copy; even Sir H. Elliot himself, whose MS. I have had to 
rely upon for my quotatious, only obtained a secondary transcript, from an un
identified text, made by one of his own MumMa, who was neither a good cali
graphist nor careful or critical in his reproduction of doubtful names. As I 
have before remarked, the author closely follows Shams-i Sirfl.j in the early 
portion of his history; and with regard to his own fudependent composition in 
the entire work, this division has been so largely taken advantage of by subse
quent authors, that the chief value of the recovered original consists in its enabling 
us to check and restore the doubtful passages that have crept into the recensious 
of later compilers. The modem copy made for Sir H. Elliot concludes somewhat 
abruptly with Muhammad bin Farid's preparations for the march to Multan, in 
Rabi'ul flkhir, A.H. 838. I have beeR careful BOt to anticipate Sir H. Elliot's 
biographical notice of this author, which will probably appear in the fourth 
volume of his "Historians."-See Briggs's Ferishtah, i. p. xlix. j Badfloni, 
Calcutta text, p. 7; J.R.A.S. iii N.S., p. 455. 

t ~ 'Qfcr Gaj paU, "Lord of Elephants," a King. 
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more material purchasing power of the royal treasuries, the 
northern Barbarian took care to empty. U ndor these co~· 
ditionB, Mubarak Shah might make minor demonstrations 
against the Hindu Zamindars or Katehr, or recover balances 
of tribute within a very limited semicircle south or Dehli, 
but his real complications were dependent .upon the move· 
ments of those indomitable" Kohra" (Ghakkars) over whom 
Timur himself had obtained but nominal victories,) or the 
still more exhausting repetition of Tatar raids, organized by 
Shah Rill'. governor of Kabul, under the guidance of that 
false slave FUlda, whose intrigues were initiated in near 
proximity to Dehli itself. 

Muba,rak was murdered within the sacred precincts of the 
Mosque of the new city of Mubarakptir,· which he had 

1 Elliot's Historians, iii. pp. 416, 416,473,474,486,620; George Campbell, 
Jour. As. Soc. Bengal, 1866, p. 96. 

I The site of Mubarakpl1r is not fully determined; thOle who desire to place it 
about half.way, in a direct line, between" Shapor and Roshun Serai," 01 Colonel 
McKenzie's map, are met by the fact that it is definitely stated to haTe been built 
on the .Tumoa. Nothing, indeed, can be more clear than the .tatement 01 the 
author of the TdrikA-1 Jlu&Jrak SAdAI, who absolutely witnes&ed the laying the 
foundations of the city in question, and who places it immediately on tbe banb 
of the river. His statement is as followa:-

~r. yT ~ J' ~~.)J ~~ IS o.\.!. JIjj\ ~ l~~ l~")~ 

)J I.j~ ~WW J ~ J b""'" I.:.,., J"n ~) It. ~~ ~ ~ 
J~ rU J~ \S')\- ~rj!, -*' ~ J J~ J~~ J ..,~T y'.,>-
(See also his copyists, Niz6.m..ud-din Ahmad, MS., and Bad6.0ni, Calcutta text, 
p. 297). Under these circumstances, I am inclined to think that the .ite of 
the intended city should be looked for near the existing emplacement of the 

.tomb of Khizr Khan (or ~ J~) ill Mouzah UkMl41 (~J\) 
(Syud Ahmad, p. 41). I do not feel any difficulty in regard to the preaem 
village of" Mub6.rakpf.uo," which in all probability only derived ita modern name, 
at in the case of the village of the" Balll·i Khit:' from the ancient monument, 
the tomb of MuMrak still atanding within ita boundaries.-See Syud Ahmad, pp. 
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founded. on the banks of the J umna, by some Hindu ~ssassins, 
.instigated to their task by his own t1asir, Sarwar ul Mulk. 
The date of this event is· fixed by his biographer as the 9th 
of Rajab, A.H. 837. 

No. 287. Silver. Weight, 174 grs. A.R. 833, dB§, 83'1. 

Very rare. Yr. E. C. Bayley. 

O~WU-IU ~~ c:rt-J\ ~ JS',:-J' ~j~' ~WI ~ ~ - -
~tbL 

Rwwss- N"o cik c.J~ ~.rn.r--' rL.~' ~) ...j 

No. 288. Silver and Copper. Weight, 172 grs. 

ObvwBI 

A..R. dBB, 834, 835, 83'1. 

{

Area, b'U ~ L. '). 

Margin, ~.J ~~ I.::.-.J~ l:)U:L 

Recer88-AlN~ ~J'.n ~, ~\j 

No. 289 (pl. v. fig. 154). Copper. Weight, 83'5 grs. 

A..lL dB2, 833, 834, 835, 836, 837, 838. 

mt'et"8e-IU ~~ l:)tbL 

Rwet"8e-~r ~.J ~~ \.J 

No. 290. Copper. Weight,. 40 grs. 

Obt'et"8e-IU ~~ 

26,41; Jour. Asiatique, p. 190 j Messrs. Lewis and Cope in Cooper's Handbook, 
pp. 49, 64; Gen. Cunningham's Arch. Repor/; Map; Mr. C. J. Campbell, Jour. 
As. Soc. Bengal, 1866, p. 216, and Map; and Jour. As. Soc. Bengal, 1870, p. 83. 
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.. The wuaJ Jorm oJ II PatMn to",. tIlm II. undllf".tood fr- tM lIeetnrtpanvUtl "",odrut. 
It conri8t. oJ an octagonal apartment, lllIou' 50 Jed in dl4fftetw, .urrosmd. I, II ,,,,andtJ1r. 
JolJotDang tA, .ame Jorm, elJCA Jae, linn, omtJfIIent,d 6, tAr" tlreM. oJ 'A, ,tilt. jWi"W 
Jorm genllf"all,l adopfed 11,1 tAe PatA4M; it .. ,"pporud 6, doulIZ. ~. eo/""' .... trAkla 
lire almod III uniollf".aJ ""tA tltem III tM Jorm oJ tlreA. It" ~tI, /I rllfltill,"- oJ 

" .. Hind4 art, Jrom tIlAicA tMir "11" .pt'ang."-FIIf"'-" IIIMI4lIoo1l oJ JlrcA&Uetur,. 
flol. Ii. p. 653. 

THlRTmTH lUNG (A..B. 837-847; A..D.1433-1443). 

Within a few hours of the murder of Muharak Shah, the 
perfidious Vazir had formally proclaimed ~other monarch, 
in the person of Muhammad bin Farid, a grandson of Khizr 

1 My authority for the assignment of this Tomb to Muhammad bin Farid i.e 
derived from the testimony of that most experienced of all our arcbreological 
explorers of ancient Dehli, Syud Ahmad KM.n, C.S.I. His account ot the edifice 
is to be found at p. 42 of the ".&sar-us-Sunadeed," and 1 ournal Amtique 
(1860), p. 417. 
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Khan, whom the late Sultan had alreadyadopted.1 Sarwar 
. ul Mulk, however, had no intention that the new king should 
exercise any real power in the State, and unscrupulously pro
ceeded to possess himself' of' the royal treasures and equip
ments, and to distribute the most important posts among his 
own creatures. A government thus constituted could boast 
but few elements of permanency; other men could plot and 
intrigue, and the Muslim nobles were not yet prepared to 
accept a Hindu dictator, who made no scruple in advancing 
men of his own creed to all the more influential offices. A 
strong combination was speedily formed, which, after some 
varied successes, reduced the Vasir to stand a siege within 
the walls of SIri. In this crisis his puppet Sultan endea
voured to emancipate himself' by entering into negociations 
with the besiegers; but Sarwar ul Mulk, obtaining intimation 
of this proceeding, determined to deprive his adversaries of 
the prestige of a royal coadjutor, by getting rid of' his own 

protege; but here, again, there were plots and counterplots, 

and the Vasir's assassin band was met by a stronger party of 
loyal adherents, by whom they were cut to pieces, a fate 
which was shared by Sarwar ul Mulk himself'. 

Muhammad bin Farid seems for a brief period to have in
fused some energy into his administration, but the effort was 
short-lived, and we soon find him subsiding into sensual 
pleasures and utter neglect of' his duties as a king. The 
inevitable result was soon apparent in the total disorganiza

tion of the country, and the opportunity offered to the am-

1 Nid.m-ud-din Ahmfld, and after him severally Badfloni, AMI Fazl, and 
Ferishtah, have confessed to a difficulty about the parentage of this monarch. 
The Il,wrio beading in Sir H. Elliot's MS. copy of the Tflrikh-i MuMrak SMhi 

is clear as ~U:L..J\ ,Ua.# do a-Ua ~} ~~ a-\~ .M.s. .... , in exact 
accord with the tenor of the coin legends. 
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bition of neighbouring monarchs, which was quickly taken 
advantage of by Ibrahim of Jaunpur, who possessed himself 
ot several districts bordering on his own dominions, and 
Mahmud Kkil.ji of MaIwa.h went 80 far as to make an attempt 
on the capital. To extricate himself from this pressing diffi· 
culty, the Sult6.n called in the aid of one who was destined 
to playa leading part in the events of his day, BuhI61 L6di, 
at this time nominal governor, though virtual master of the 
dependencies ot Lahor and Sirhind. By his assistance, the 
king was relieved from his immediate danger, and the pro
tecting subject was dignified with the title of Khan Kh6.n6.n 
(first of the nobles). Duhl6!,s next appearance is in a some
what altered character, as besieger of Debli itself, and the 
adversary of the monarch he had lately saved; he was not 
however successful Muhammad died in 847.1 

No. 291. Gold. Weight, 176 grs. Unique. Mr. E. C. Bayley. 

ObDerse-~~ ~\.!,~~ b\'!'~ iMts:-tJ~~, ~\W..J' 

.ReDer,e-cik (,!,)~ ~".J~' rt.."~) ...j 
No. 292. Silver. Weight, 175 grs. A.lL 1146. Very rare. 

Mr. E. C. Bayley.' 

OhDerse-~tkl..., ~\'!'.ri> ~\.!,~) .. \.!,~ iMts:-J1.r.' ~~, 
.Ret7er,,-Af' cilo.. (,!,).u&.. ~".J~' rt.." cr-) ~ 

1 There is an unimportant conflict of evidence in regard to the euct date of 
the death of Muhammad bin FarreL. Ferishtah had mcceeded in getting m. 
record wrong by two yean, by the proceas of post-dating Muhammad's acceaaion 
by that amount; but he makes a leas venial mistake in iDsisting upon a twelve 
yeara' reign in spite of his own expressed figures of from "839 to 849" A.R. 

(Briggs, pp. 532, 539). Badfl.oni also, who is correct in the ginn dates of ac
cession and death, as 837-847 A.JL, insists upon adding that Muhammad reigned 
fourteen year. (Calcutta text, pp. 300, 304). Nizlm-ud-din Ahmad, on t.h, 
contral'J, is e:uct in his dates, and consistent in the usignment of a tea yead 
reign. 

, The silver coin (No. D.cc.x.xvu. p. 54S) attributed byMaradeD to this Sult1Jl 
is incorrectly assigned. 
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No. 293 (pI. v. fig. 156). Silver and Copper. Weight,.142 grs. 

A..H. 842, 843, 844, 845, 1146, 847. 

ObVer88-~.J ~~ ~\.!a ~~ c.:r. ~\.!a ~ C)11L - . 
.Rever&s-Af' ci~ c.:J~ ~rl\~\ ~\ 

No. 294. Copper. Weight, 136 grs. A..H. 1144. Rare. 

{ 

Area, ~\.!, ~ 
Obver88 

Margin, •• c.:J~ ~~ ~~ 

Rever88-A'f'f ~ rl\ ;::" \ ~ t.; 

No. 295 (pI. v. fig. 157). Copper. Weight, 85 grs. 

A..H. 837,1 1142, 843, 844, 845, 846, 847. 

Obver88-tj \b!"" ~\.!a ~ 

Rever8e-"'fr ~.J c.:,$lJ\).J 

No. 296. Copper. Weight, 331 grs. 

1 This very early specimen of Muhammad bin Farid's coinage is the property 
of Major Stubbs. The last two figures are indisputable, and the first strQke of 
the y is sufficiently pronounced to satisfy the present reading. On closer examina
tion, I find that I have a coin of 837 .A.H. in my own collection; and Genetal 
Cunningham's cabinet, lately made over to Colonel Guthrie, contains a third 
example of the date in question. 

22 
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THIRTY-FIRST KING (A.B. 847-855; A.D. 1443-1451). 

The' Ala-ud-din bin Muhammad of the historians, who is en
titled' .Klam Shah on the current money, succeeded his father 

in 847 A.B. His accession was not, however, recognized by 
Buhlol Lodi, whose obedience the new Sult6.n was in no posi

tion to enforce. The first acts of the public life of this prince 
clearly manifested to his subjects that they had little to expect 
from a monarch who, in their own terms, was less efficient than 

his own father. In 851 A.B., Buhlo1 Lodi made a second at
tempt on the city of Dehli, but with as little success as before; 

and shortly afterwards the Sultan determined upon the un
wise measure of removing his capital to Badaon: his motives 
for this change do not appear very obvious, as it was effected 
in the face of the advice of his whole Court. It would seem 
as if he hoped for some fancied security which he did not feel 
at Dehli, to which the boundaries of so many adverse chiefs had 

attained an inconvenient proximity. 1 To complete his own 

1 "Buh161 L6di • • • was raised to the throne by a confederacy of lix or eeven 
great AfgMn chiefs. At the period when this confederacy was formed, the empire 
of Dehli had really ceased to exist, having been br~ken down into a Tariety of 
kingdoms and principalities. Of all the former vast empire, Dehli alone, with a 
small territory around it, was held by the Syud Sultfln ' &la-ud-din, the nominal 
sovereign. The more considerable provinces, Multan, launp(ll, Bengal, MaIwah, 
and Gujarat, had each its separate king. The provinces around Dehli were ill 
the condition emphatically called Mulilk-i Taw~ or governments of tn'bea. 
Mahr6li and Mewat, to WIthin seven eo, of Dehli, were in the handa of .Ahmad 
Khan of Mewat; on the opposite side, Sambbal, to the very suburbs of Dehli, 
was occupied by Daria Khan L6di; Kol-l aleswar, in the Doab, by lea Kban 
Tilrk; Rapri and its dependencies, by Kutb Khan Mghfln; Kampila and Patifili, 
by Raja Partap Bing; Biana, by Dand Khan L6di. ••• Buhl61 himself possessed 
the extensive provinces of Labor, Daibalptir, and Sirhind, as tar lOuth as Pani
put."-Erskine'. Lives of Baber and Humaiyiln, i. 406. 
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ruin, the Sultan allowed. himself to be persuaded to disgrace his 
'fJaZir, Hamid Khb, who, escaping to Dehli, quickly welcomed 
the powerful Buhl61 L6d4 who at once, on becoming master of 

the capital, assumed the title of Sultan; somewhat strangely, 
however, retaining 'XIam Sh8.h'sname in the khutbak.1 Not 

long after this, 'Alam. Shah. offered to concede the empire to, 
Buhl61, on condition of being permitted to reside in peace at 

Badaon: no difficulty was made in taking advantage of this· 

proposal; and from this time Buhl61 is reported to have re
jected the name of 'A~ Sha.h from the public prayers, and 

the latter was allowed. to enjoy his insignificant obscurity 

undisturbed till his death in 883 A.H. 

No. 297 (pI. v. fig. 159). Silver and Copper. Weight, 146 grs. 
A.B:. 851, da3.. Rare. 

O~tII'8S-~.J ~~ b"U ~ cr. b"\.!..J6. ~\bL 

llef;ms-Ac~ cil:>...ll> ~rl\ ~\ ~\ 

No. 298. Silver and Copper. Small coins, similar in fa.bric 
and legends. 

No. 299. Silver and Copper. Small coin of similar type to 
No. 297, but inserting ~.J ~~ on- the obverse. 

No. 300. Copper. Weight, 135 grs. A.B:. d&3. Rare. 

OlH1et"BSI Centre, b"t!..J6. 
Margin illegible. 

Ref)er8~C~ ~rl\~' ~b 

No. 301 (pI. v. fig. 160). Copper. Weight, 66 grs. 
A.B:. 852, 853, d&4. Rare. 

O~er8s-~\kL b"t!..Jk 
llef;ms-Acf ~.J ~\).J 

1 Niz6.m-ud..din and Bad6.0ni do not give any sanction for this statement of' 
Ferishtah. 
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No. 302. Copper. Weight, 46 grs. Rare. 

mver88-JA,J ~~ .~ ~ ~ b\!..J~ ~UJ.., 

Rever'8-· • . • . •• ~, ... nr-' ~, 

I avail myself of the break in the continuity of my leading 
subject afforded by a change in the dynasty of the ruling 
power at Dehli, to advert briefly to the coins of the con· 
temporary Muhammadan kingdoms of Kulbarga, lIalwah, 
and Gujarat, whose independence, in the one case, grew 
out of Muhammad bin Tughlak's difficulties towards the 
close of his reign, and in the others, took their rise from 
the weakness of the government of Firuz's successors in 
the old capital of the Pathans. As in the previous instance 
of the severed J aunpur line, I propose to confine the pre
sent numismatic illustrations to representative or otherwise 
remarkable specimens of these confessed offshoots at the 
imperial coinage, subordinating, in smaller type, the more 
ample outline of each local series immediately within reach. 

I. To 13AJnW'fI KmGS o:r Tn DAXlLUI'.1 

~ ~L)~ ,J~T.M>\J AS'~ ,J~~ ~~~,J\~ 
1I'0.'&'1L A.D.' 

1 748 1347 Hasan Gango ~ '-:if; ~ ~ ~JJ' L: It.:. 
2 759 1358 Muhammad Shah, GAazlc1!~\~ ~\kL. ~.~ ~ 

'-:ijt=~ '-:if.; ~ ~ 
1 Ferishtah, Bombay PerBian Text, i. pp. 62.5, 730; Briggs's Ferishtah, it p. 

283: Captain Grant Dn1r. History of the MahrattaB (1826). i. p. 60 et Uf.; 
Prinsep'. &says-Uaeful Table&, p. 314; Elphinstone'. History of India, 
Appendix, p. 765; Elliot'. Index, pp. 331-336. 

:I The parallel date. here entered are designedly more reaened in their deliDi. 
tions than the leading scheme of comparative Hijrah and Christian eraB pro
pounded at page 6, '"prd. If difficulties enmoned the specification of exact daJl 
acd months in the one case, they more diatinctly counael an equal reseln in 
subordinate and more obscure records. 
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NO. A.H. A.D. 

3 776 1375 Mujahid SMh 

4 780 1378 Dalid SMh 

5 780 1378 Mahmlid SMh I. 

b~ ~ do ~~ .l.Ib~ 

(Muhammad on th' colm.) 

~ d,.ll\L: do ~U ""J\" 

w-> d,~\b do bU ""rs-'" 
6 799 1397 Gluall-ud-din 

7 799 1397 Shams-ud-din 

~u, ""rs-'" do d,..\I\ ~~ 

~U ""~ cf. d,..\I\ ~ 
8 800 1397 FlrUz SMh (Ro! .Aj",un) ~ ~u, j~ 

bU "",I"" do I:\..!a ~'.JG~ ~\ 
9 825 1422 Ahmad SMh I. ~u, "J""' do ~,JJ b\.!a .M.>\ 

10 838 1435 'AIa-ud-din (Ahmad) II. bU, .M>.\ do ~..\I\L:. 

11 862 1457 Humayu.n (-?,alim) d,~\ L. ~tbL ~J 

r1~ ~U ~~~ )~\ 

12 865 1461 Nizam SMh 

13 867 1463 Muhammad Shah n. r.:I. ~U .M.,s::'" d.~1 ~ 

~u, ~J;t~ 

14 887 1482 MahmUd Shah II. 

15 924 1518 Ahmad SMh ll. 

16 927 1520 'Ala-ud-din ITr. 

17 1522 Wali-ullah 

18 1525 Kalim-ullah 

~u ~ do ~U ""~ 

~U ""~ do ~U .M.>I 
,U .M.>I do ~~ ~~\)6 

~ ~ "".r-s='" cf. .\lB,J" ~ U 

,U ""~ cf. ~! ~,~ bU, 

A.~ the period of Hasan Gango's death, the dominions of the 

Muhammadans in the. Dakhan extended over nearly all Mahara

shtra; a small portion of Telingana, together with Raichor and 

Mudgul in the Oarnatic. When Muhammad SMh succeeded to the 

throne, he divided the kingdom into four parts, or tarajs. In the 

course of 130 years the territory had been greatly increased by con-
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quests, and undf'r Muhammad Shah II. a new division was pro

posed, according to the following outline :-

OLIJ DIVISIONS, NEW DIVIIIONI. 

I. Xlllbarga •••.••..•.•••.•... 1 lUjapUr. 
2 AhsanaMd. 

II. Daulatab&.d ••••••••••••••• 3 Daulatab8d. 

• Junu . 
III. Telingana .•.••••••.•••••... 6 Rajamundri. 

6 Warangol 
IV. Berar ...................... ., .••• 7 Gawel. 

8 MahUr. 

Out ot these governments arose the several dynastics ot ' ,Xdil 

Shahi, Nizam Shahi, Kut~ SMhi, Imad Shahi, and Band SMhi.' 

No. 303. Silver. Weight, 165 grs. VexyTlU'e. 001. Guthrie. 

~.w~l:J\ 

I~W\ ~1Jo.\! 

.~~~\ ~1 

A.1I.797. 

~~u-J~' 

~'i.,~), 

1 Capt. Grant DufI". History or the Mahrattaa (I.mIdon, 1826), L 'po 6' 



THE BAUMANI KINGS OF THE DAKl!-AN. 343 

No. 304. Silver. Gen. A. Cunningham. Very rare. 

1t&. ~I:. ~\\ , .r-- Yo 

.M.>.1 ~.)\, , ~.1J\ 

b'~ cM.=o-\ cr. ~U 

A..B:. t &6. 

~, \, ",1\ 

t:!}-J' r ;: \s:I\ 

cJ.J\ I,)~ j.&. JJ) 

Ferishtah, who was learned in Southern story, contributes 
some curious information in regard' to the difficulties sur .. 
rounding the early currencies of the Rahmani kings. He 
states that the money of Muhammad Shah (A.H. 759-776) 
consisted of pieces of four different denominations, in gold 
and silver, ranging from two tolahs to a quarter of a iolak 
in weight; 1 he then proceeds to describe the legends em
ployed, in which we need not follow him. beyond his full 
text quoted below; but he adds an instructive notice of the 
tendency of the Dakhll.ni Barrdft to break up the new Muslim 

I,)Yo Ai; ;'-f::-~ , nk ~ )\ ~ aU ~ ~\\,L, )) J 1 

)J J 4J ~ ~.,k t:i.) )\ J I,)~ iJYJ ~i JI,) )\ ~~ ~ C)~J~ 

, IUI,)~ r\.i j.?.) u;')1,) JJ~)~ r\.i J c.JJ~ ~ 1..1£ u.F! 
Bombay text, i. p. 637. 1..:-,.:,11,) r \....3) ~:;, i:-J\:; J ~ 
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money for the purpose of reconverting it into coins after 
their own ideals, bearing Hindu devices. The King is 
stated. to have resorted to extreme measures to repress this 
practice, but with little effect, until he appears to have given 
the Khatri8, who had originally migrated. from Dehli with 
the conquering hosts, the monopoly of verifying the current 
coin, which incidentally carried. with it the far more im
portant prerogative, too well understood in loco, of precedence 
in money-changing. 

~L c.::J~.),J ~,J PJ b'~ IS 4:)~ f-- ~r! 
~u,~"'~ ~ ~~\ IJ 1.:.>''''1. ~~ ~ ~Jy' b'~ "j~ 

lJombay text, i. p. 537. ,Jy, t:!~ J ~) rL\.)j ~ 

The most important fact to be gathered from this state
ment is that, in the southern provinces, goldsmiths and 
dealers in bullion would seem to have been authorized, by 
prescriptive right, to fabricate money at will on their own 
account, without being subjected to any check or control on 
the part of the officials of a Regal mint, supposing such an 
institution to have formed. a constituent division of govern
mental polity among these still primitive nationalities, where 
intrinsic values were ordinarily checked and determined by 
the rough process of the touchstone of the village 8onar, or 
tested by the equally imperfect machinery of the responsible 
authority in the urban communities, with but little reference 
to royal or other stamps.l 

1 I have had within my own experience, in the Sangor and Nerbuddah terri. 
tories, a striking instance of the direct and personal responsibilitiel of the officiall 
of the normal village communities, which quaintly illustrate8 the practical 
working of this testing process. A 80n of a village ,ondr, in the uncertainty of 
humau life, succeeded to his father'1 office before he had had time to acquire the 
full knowledge of his ancestral craft, and in hi8 new capacity Wal rash enough to 
put his puncW attestation of genuinenet18 upon lOme 350 lUpeei thai were sub. 
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IblllU.NI COINS. 

The subjoined skeleton list of the coins of the Bahmani dynasty 
has been mainly derived .from the collection of Gen. A. Cunningham, 
which has lately passed into the possession of Col. Guthrie. Readily 
available additions have been made from other sources; but the 
catalogue is avowedly incomplete, and is only inserted as a serial 
nucleus, to be filled in hereafter by local collectors. I must avail 
myself of this opportunity of exonerating Gen. Cunningham. from 
any of the errors which may be discovered in my transcripts of the 
necessarily obscure legends of the coins of this or of the other pro
vincial dynasties now restored from the original pieces. 

The contents of these cabinets were delivered in due numismatic 
order, but the interpretation of the legends did not, even if time 
had permitted, constitute an obligational part of the transfer to the 
new owner. 

o. MulIA.lDWI SBAH. Silver. A.B. 794, 795 (Sir W. Elliot, 797). 
(Engraved above.) 

8. FfRUZ Sd.B (Al1sAlrIBAD). Silver. A..B. 804, 807, 810, 813, 814, 817, 
818, 819,822,823. MaTSden, pl. 38, fig. DCOLXvm. 

mIJer8~fo.Jl Y.' ~)I ~~ uJl~\ ~\")I-,~' ~\kL 
1letJeru-h+'F ~\bU\ ¥U j,;:3 ~~\ -' ~.)\\ c:.U 

Copper. ObIJerse-~ a-U j).,& 

10. ' ALA-UD-DiN.Amun SH1B:.' Silver. A..B. 845 (Sir W. Elliot, 8(6). 
(Engraved above.) 

Copper. A.B:. 826, 828, 834. 

M' 0 ~\kL a-U ~1 ~j\M1\ J"!' ~SJ\ DllI~ )~\ 
Copper. A.B. 842, 843, 844, 346, 846, 854. Large cbins. 

ObIJer8~~' y,' r»1 ~ ~ ~G..J' L-Ll~ ~\ 
.RBlJerB~"fr ~\hW1 6U M>.\ do a-U M>.I ~~, J ~~\lc 

mitted to him for examination by membeTS of his own special community. As 
these pieces proved, one and all, to be forgeries, the ordinary homely rule required 
him to replace every rupee he had so incautiously put his hand to :-it is needless 
to say that he was hopelessly ruined. See also Prinsep, Useful Tables, p. 27. 
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Small coins have Obveraea varying from ~\ .t..LJ\ ~ J!~\ to 

~\ ~~US1)' 
11. HmddN SdH BIlf AJDW) Sda. Silver. A.H.863. British Museum. 

RI1I"'"-~U M>\ ~ l~ M>\ ~ A:. &.:),%\.e.lb ~~, J ~~\l; 

I\'r~' Ji' 

NO. A.B. 

1 804 

2 808 

a 838 

4 839 

5 887 

6 906 

7 916 

13. Ml1J1Am[AD SHIH BIN HUM.bulf SdH (SJW(S'11J)-D{l!I'). 

A.D. 

1401 

1405 

1434 

1435 

1482 

1500 

1510 

Silver. A.B. 880. (Sir W. Elliot.) 

U. MAHKUD. Copper. (No datea.) 

II. KINGS 'OF M1LWAII AND lLUJDu.1 

Dil8.war Khan, GIwri t./)~ c:J\:;... )JJ,J 

HUshang(Founds'lIandu).' ~.J~c.:.t.:..:"ta &.:)111.... 
Muhammad. ~)~ ~~ ~111.... r.:I. ,t.:. ~ 
MahmUd IlMbi (defeated by Buh161 L&t1.1, 

~ ,J~ &.:)111.... 
GhU.s-ud·d!n Kln1Ji l:)111.... do ~~\ ~~ 

~,J~ 
Nasir.nd-d!n Eki{ji I:I-~' c.:J~ r.:I. d~\.r\; 
MahmUd II. (Muzaffar Shah Gujarati aida him 

in 923 A.II.). ~~\ r\.; ~ ,J~ 

(.&..11. 937, Ml1wah annexed by Bahadur Gujarati). 

The Muslim state of Yalwah was at its zenith under Mohammad 
Khilji. At this period its boundaries embraced the cities 01 Chanderf, 
Islamabad, Rushangabad, and Kirlah (the capital of Gondwarra); 
extending on the south to the SatpUrah range, on the west to the 

I Ferishtah, Persian text, ii. p. 360; Brigga'a tra1lBlation, iv. p. 167 i A:1n.j 
Alban, ii. 63-63; Malcolm's Central India (1836), i. 28; ScoW. Deckan, etc. 

I Lat. 22" 20', long. 7f1G 27'. 
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frontier of Gujarat, and on the east to Bundelkhand; while north
. wards the limits were marked QY lIew~ and lIarauti, with occa

sional tribute from Chitor.l 

~usam"ud-d(n. lIushang Ilho';. 
No. 305. Silver. Weight, 169,grs. UnifU8. Col. Tod's 

collection, Royal Asiatio Society. A.H. 824. 

~16 I ... It 

"rf 

4;)' 'a \ OIl 1\ 

t\.w- ~»\ 

~-.\I' , \J-.\I\ 

'AIa-ud-d1n. :Mahmud, Khibi. 

No. 306. 

'>J .. s"'" ~o.\l\ J 

All \ ..u:;.. ~\ bl!a 

~I k 

Gold. A.H.1170. 

~\ ~\ 'aW\ 

fl-J\y.\ F 
~~\~ 

.t },Ialcolm'. Central I11ma, i.lI. 34. 
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lUtWAK COINB. 

This list has also been compiled from the c-ontents of Col. Guthrio'. 
cabinet, comprising the careful selections of Gen. Cunningham, 
obtained through many years of diligent research. 

2. l,lUS1M.W.Dflf H6slU.1CG GB.6m:. Silver. (CoiD engraved above.) 

Copper. ~lJ'~ RevWle-~\b.J\ ~\..:.!.:...!., .. 

3. Copper. (y) ~)1 cf-! AAlJ Y.J~ ll"'wI~r' $W\ 

•• MAB.14VD. 4. Gold. A.B.. 870. (Coin engraved above.) 

~. Gold. Square. 

D. Silver and Copper. Square. Weight, 168 gra. A.B.. 825, 826. 

Ar, d~') ~~\L: ~}l' ~\ ~\hW1 
.Bet/wle-Square area. ~ a\':' ~~ ~'i.' 

fl. Copper coins ot the same device. A.B.. 848, 854, 856, 857. 

I. Smaller type. A.B.. 850. 

f. Copper. A.B.. 845, 847, 848,851,857. 

Afv A::j~~' ~ ~rl'~\ ~\ 
~~ ~~\.:, c:.J~ Y~ ~ bU ~~ ~\ y.l 

Silver and Copper. Small coins. A.B. 845.854. (Dehli tVpl.) 

ObvwI.-Afo ~~\) ~tl1\~ ~1\ ~~, 

RevWllI-c:.J~ Y~ ~ ~\.:, ~~"'~'.t.' 
If. Silver and Copper. Small coins. (Dehli ob'Veraet as above.) 

f 
Centre-~ ~\.!, ~_ .... ,.A 

llevW811 • :r-
Margin-c:.J~ 

i. Small coin. ShfuliaMd. A.B. 873. 
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5 •. Gills SRAB. Gold. Weight, 168 grs. A.B. 887. 

'OlwWH-~W\ .::J l:)l.j\ ~ ~ ~J l:)tkW\ 1:1- l:)W\ 

RMlW8e-~~\..,~ ~:.rO ~\ c:LtkW\ ~U I.!.J~ ~\ j,\ 
Iv\V c.\~~~U 

J[Qrgi_ * :I: * ~ aU cJ~ )l:.Jt,j.' 

Gold. Square. Weight, 169 grs. A.B. 883, 884: (British Museum, 885, 88SY. 

,u ~~ .e',j.' ~, ~4 ~~\ 
Mo ~ ~ l:)tkW\ ~t ,u cJ~ 1:1-

With a full design of the Swastika in the field. 

Silver. Square. Weight, 84: grs. A.B. 890 (reversed' ,A, 8ie), 895, 899. 
British Museum. 

Copper. A.B. 883, 887, 894, 896, 903, 904:, 905. 

Copper. Small coins. A.B. 883. 

6. N1sm S1WL Silver. Square. A.B. 901. 

Copper. A.B. 907, 914. 

7. MARMUD BRAn (' ALA-UD-DfN). Silver • 

• U ~ ~',j.' c:::.M.al\ c.!...<l..J\~ U~,,,!\ 

~,~ ~ ~ c,lQJ..J\ ~\ '\.!i rIJ d. 

Copper. A.B. 917, 918. 

Copper. A.H. 914. 
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'tV' I ur. To lIUlWOUDAlf Xmos OJ' Gll'lwr.' 
NO • .LB. .Ln. 

1 778 1376 Far~ae ul Hul", appointed Viceroy by Flniz 

'~I~; 
2 793 1390 Zafar KMn supersedes him by order of Muhammad ' 

bin F!rUz, and eventually assumes independence 

under the title of Husaffar SMA. aU p.. 
3 814 1411 .Al;tmad Shah (grandson of Muzaffar 'Shah) build • 

.A.hmadaM.d and .Ahmadnagar. ,U ~, 
4 1346 1442 Muhammad Shah, son of .Ahmad Shah. ,u ~ 

("'.,}l' 
5 855 1451 Kutb Sha,h (confficts with Kumb'Ao, n.ana of 

Mewar). ~jti ,t.:. ~ do ~tl!' ~ 
6 863 1458 Daud Shah, son of .Al;tmad Shah. c:r. ,U ,J,tJ 

,U~, 

7 863 MahmUd Shah bin Muhammad, lJlgM'a. 

w.,U,J~ 
8 917 1511 Muzaffar Shah II. (wars with Rana Sanga). 

,U ,J~ c:r. ,U.fo-
9 932 1525 Sikandar Shah. ,U p... c:r. aL:a.;Jd-

10 932 MahmUd Shah U. bin Muzaffar Shah. ,J~ 

,U ~ .. j'U .J \:Ii 

11 932 :nahadur Shah.' ,U p.. c:r. ,U .;,J~ 

1 Ferishta~ Bombay Persian text, ii. pp. 350, 440; Briggs, l p. 456; iT. p. 
2, et .eg.; Badioni, iii. 139; &In-i Akbari, ii. p. 92; Bird'. History of GujarM. 
p. 174; Elphinstone, p. 761; Prinsep, Useful Tables, ii. p. 315. 

d.\kL C.,t. ~ 4J,r, ,-=-,;f t \1:j\ d.1£.\,J ~~ ~ ~ • 
~ y\b;.. ,1.!.SlJ\ ~.}, ~\.Jj 

-Tbfth-i MuMrak ShiM MS, A.B. 778. 

lA' ~ ,r.l' ~ \kL "King of the land, martyr of the &ea." Killed at 
Ih6., in 943 .LlL, by the Portuguese.-Faria e Souza. 
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NO. 4.B;. A.D. 

12 

"I3 

14 

I~ 

943 1536 Muhammad Shah Fdrl.~.: ",iJ.)\J 1~ ~ 
944 1537 MahmUd Shah m. ~l:>.. ~ c:/. b'~ ~~ 

I~fo cr. 
961 1553 Ahmad Shah. 

969 1561 Muzaffar Shah m. (Ha~flJ). 
Subdivision of the kingdom, and final annexation to Akbar's 

dominions in A.B:. 980.1 

Elphinstone gives the following outline of the possessions of this 

dynasty :_u When Gujarat separated from Dehli, the new king 

had but a narrow territory on the plain. On the N.W. were the 

independent rajas of JMlor and Sir6hi, from whom he occasionally 

levied contributions. The raja of fdar, another Rajput prince, was 

in possession of the western part of the hills. • • . The rest of the 

hilly and forest tract was held by the mountain tribes of Bhils and 

Kulis, among whom some Rajput princes had founded petty states 

(D6ngarpilr, BMnswarab, etc.). The peninsula was in the hands 

of nine or ten Hindu tribes, who had mostly come from each and 

Sind, at different periods, some centuries before. They were pro

bably tributary, but by no means obedient. • • • The real posses

sions of the kings of Gujarat, therefore, only included the plain 

between the hills and the sea; and even of that the eastern part 

I "The whole collection from the government lands and those assigned in J6gir 
(in A.D. I07l) was 6,84,00,50,000, or 6 ar~, 84 krorB, and 60 thousand GujarfLt 
:ankihas; •• there were in those days 100 tankclias to a rupee, and the same is 
now (A.D. 1766) reckoned at 40 ddl7l8, 80 that the whole amount would at the 
present time be equal to 6 lrr'or1l47 lab of rupees (6,84,00,000. Editor's note). 
A sum ~ of 26 lakll of HUnB, and 1 kror of DraAimis, that were two parts 
greater, being altogether equal to 6 krorll 62 lab of rupees, was collected 
annually from the kings of the Dakhan, etc."-Bird's Gujarflt, p. 109. 

The silver currencies of the MahmUdi and .JJI.uza.f!ari of Gujarflt and Mfllwah 
are noticed in the .A::in-i Akbarl, and their intrinsic values spemfted with reference 
to other coinages.-See Gladwin, i. p. 17; Blochmann, i. p. 23. 
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belonged to the raja of Champanir. On the other hand, the Gujarit 

territory stretched along the sea to the B.E., so as to include the 

city of Burat and some of the country beyond it." 

A1}.mad SMh. 

No. 307. Silver. Weight, 172 grs. A..IL d23. CoL Guthrie. 

~JI ~\ \, , ,,11 

~~I J ~~I rlJ 

i q II~' 

YahmUd bin Lat!f. 

No. 308. Gold. Weight, 183 grs. A..1I. 96:1. Col. Guthrie . 

., 
'U • .J~ 

,U~d. 

~\ \" !II JI , ,. 

~W,.J\ l.lJ~ ~')' 

~ \, ; ~I'y-' 

~..wl J l::-i.l-J I 
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GW.uA.T COINS. 

3. NA.sIJl.-t/D-DfN AmuD. Silver. 

G. AJI. 828. (Engraved above.) 

II. Variety similar to G, but with square area on the reverse. Weight, 175 grs. 
. Copper. Small coins. A.B. 843. 

G. t.:) W \ b t:. oM.>. \ ~~ \ J ~ ~, .J"" IJ 
6. VGrietg, in two sizes. BguarIJ area reverse. A.B. 830, 831, 837, 840, 843, 

845,846. 

4. GRfA.s-t/D-Dm M'UlIAlDUD. G. Small coins. Copper. A.B. 849, 850. 

L:)\6W\ It:. ~ ~~, J ~~\ ~~ 

6. Square coins. A.B. 856 P Similar legends, with the pre6.x of 

~~, t.:)W\ on one face and .M~'.i.' on the other. 

7. llilDrlUD. Silver. A.B, 891, 903, 9U. 

Silver and Copper. .l.B. 870. 
Copper. A.B. 869, 900, 909, 911. 

8. MUZUFAJI. SRA.B. Gold. E.I. collection. A.B. 929. Silver. 
Copper. A.H. 922, 923, 924, 928. 

10. MAm.t-6D.II. Silver. 

11. BAHADUJI. (KUTB-UD-DfN). Silver. 

Copper. A.H. 937, 938, 940. 

'f· I .!~'l ,. ~1 Woll\ ~ ~J!~ JM • 

L:)\kLJ\ It:. ),,)~~I J~' 
13. MAlDrlUD 1IIN LATIP III. (KUTB.t/D-DfN). 

Gold. A.H. 946, 947, 950, (960, engraved above). 

Silver. Struck at Muhammadabad. A..H.961. 

Copper. A.H. 946, 947, 949. 

14. ABHAD SH.!B (KUTB-uD.:pm). 
Silver. A.H. 968. Copper. A.B. 961. 

15. MUZAFJ'AJI. SHAH 1IIN MAlDrlUD. Gold. Weight, 185 grs. A.H.977. 

Silver, A..B. 969, 979. Copper. A.B. 969, 971, 978. 

~~\J ~~I~I ~)I ~~ ..y",.JI 

, VV L:)W\ It:. ,,)~ ci. IU fo 
23 
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Another contemporary dynasty, whose history is closely 
interwoven with the annals of Dehli, Malwah, and Gujarat, 
claims a passing notice, both for the heroism of its leaders, 
the interest attaching to the recovery of power by the 
HindUs, and the re-establishment of a kingdom which might 
possibly have progressed into a more permanent form had its 
adversaries been confined. to the detached and weakened 
Muslim monarchies encircling its frontiers, but which wu 
destined. to fall, with the surrounding states of hostile creed, 
before the assaults ot the alien Mughals, whom Dabar led. 
into India. 

Khumbo's victory over the combined Muhammadan forces 
'of Malwah and Gujarat is commemorated. by the costly "pillar 
of victory," at Chitor, an engraving of which faces this page.1 

And Sanga.'s valour and success are alike proclaimed by his 
Hindu title of the U Kalas (or pinnacle) of M~war'8 glory,'" 
and as frankly acknowledged in his conqueror's own memoirs. 

Xmrlmo'a MOlfl7KD'l'AL "1~Y~ STAJOIB~" 

.. TAe tmlg thing in Inau. to comptW, toith thu pllIM oJ ~orJ, .,.~ctltl t, MAti 
KMombo on Au tIe/"' 0/ thl com1JiA~4 tWmw oJ JEoltctl tina OqjM6t, u th. ENt" JElnII, 
at DeAli. Thu eolNmA u 122Jeet"' Might, thl IH',otltlt oJ ,tlClt Jac. /It thlbtu. u 85/",. 
:n ha. Ai,.. autince Itoriu. .Arotmtl tlte cham6.,- tm thl A ... tlt '''''' hod 6Htt orro"/le4 OIl 

bltJck mnrble tablet. the toltole g_logy 0/ thl R6rttu 0/ Cltttor. Onl, _ ,lab r_iu, 
thl imcnption on toAielt r,cora. that fin 80mflot, 1515, thl temple 0/ Bn"'M trtu /<lUAlletl, 
4fttl tim ,£tW ••• thu Khfrut Stambha totu firault,tI."'-Totl, U. 761. The .ubjoilted 
"'II'o""'g u ttJkm /rom F"'/lw,tm', au"", oJ .ArelututtW., U. p. 635. 

1 Another memorial of this success was preserved in the family, and finally passed 
into the possession of Babar, who tells us that "when Ran.. Sanga defeated SultiD 
Mahm6d and made him prisoner, the Sultan had on a splendid crown cap (Tdji 
Auldn) and golden girdle, which fen into the hands of the Pagan, who, when he 
set Sultan Mabmlid at liberty, returned them. They were now with BikramajiL 
His elder brother, Ratansi, who had succeeded to his father as &ana, and who wu 
now in pOtl&eSSion of Chitor, had sent to desire hit younger brother to give them 
up to him, which he refased to do. By the persona who no" come to "ait upon 
me, he now sent me this crown and golden girdle.--Erakine'. Memoirs of Baw, 
p.385. 

a Tod', Rljuthan, i. p. 299. 



Pn.I.AB OF VICfOBY A't CmTOl!.. 
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To GEBI.6T Xmas OJ' lIEwJ.lL 
1.un'.A.'r. .A..D. 

1331 1275 Cllltor captured by 'Au..ud-dIn. 
1357 1301 Accession of Hamir. He recovers ChItor. 
1421 1365 Khaiw. 
1439 1373 Lalli Bana. 
1454 1398 lIokulji. 
1475 1419 KumMo. (Defeats the armies of Gujamt and 

MUwah, and captureslIahmUd Khilj( in 
A.D. 1440.) 

1525 1469 Oada. 
1530 1474 Raimal. 
1565 1509 Sanga.1 (Finally defeated by Babar, at Kanwa, 

in 1527 A.D.) 

Coms of Rana Kumbho and of his grandson, Sanga, were 
engraved and published by James Prinsep in 1835.-

No. 309. Copper. Square. Fig. 26. Prinsep. 

06f1er,e-Ciilfci Kam6kaka, with the symbol EEl: dotted margin out

side the square area. 

Rever,e-~lI' Eklinga (the celebrated temple Dear Oodip6r).· 

1 Sing"am Sing, "the lion ofwar."-Tod, i. p. 292. 
I Jour • .AB. Soc. Bengal, pL iT. figs. U, 26, 26. Bee &lao Prinaep'. Easa,.., 

1'01. i. p. 298, pi. niT. Prinsep was able to decipher only two letten of the name 
of Kumbho Cfil( • The full reading has beeu communicated to me by General 
Cunningham, who is in possession 01 better specimens 01 the coina in question. 

a .. The strange gods of the J'umna and Ganges haTe withdran a portion of 
the zeal of the Gehlotes from their patron divinity Wings, whoae illwan (Elun, 
ka diwdn) or vicegerent is the Rana. The temple of Eklinga, situated in one of 
tbe narrow defiles leading to the capital (su miles north of Oodipl1r) is an immense 
structure, though more SIl1DPtuons than elegant. n is built entirely of white 
marble, most elaborately carved and embellished. ••• The brazen bull, placed 
under his own dome, facing the sanctuary of the phallus, is nearly of the natural 
size, in a recumbent posture. It is cast (hollow) of good shape, highly polished, 
and witbout tlaw, except where the hammer of the Tatar bad opened a passage in 
the hollow of the tlank in search of treasure. "-Toll, i. pp. 222,616. 
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The jealousy displayed by Mahmud Khilji at Rana Kum .. 
. bho's presuming to coin money is amusingly recorded by 

Ferishtah • 

.J~ ~YJ 1.::t:-f'A ? '"'~ ~U:L t~' J),J ~ J 

I';; ))j t~ ~.MT ~ L',.. J' }.lA t.Y.J: J' ~J \j~ r).J,..Jj 

~l.J ~',J t~~(\;, ~ T .~ ,J\::...,J .,.t"...J ,,:1/-• ~J'" ') ~ ~.i'" :.r ~.... ';--

,",\::...,.J ~ ~~ ~r).J,.,J} ~,J).4S!" ~.$ ,J~,Jj\ 

-Ferishtah, text, ii. p. 495; Briggs, iv. p. 221. 

SAN GA. 

No. 310. Copper. Samvat, 1580; A.D. 1523. Figs. 24, 25. Prinsep. 

Obverse-m ,1Q' 'Eilrnfq li qll'CO Sri Sangrama Sinha. Sam. 1580. 

Reverse-Trisul and Swastika emblems. 

THffiTY-SECOND KING (A.H. 8551-894; A.D. 1450-1488). 

The vigorous rule of the Afghan Buhl61 L6di offers a strong 
contrast to the inane weakness of the sway of the two mis
called Syuds who preceded him. His lengthened supremacy 
of thirty:eight years, however, affords but little of variety 
to dilate upon. The principal characteristics of his domina
tion being defined in the energetic and successful subjection 
of his local governors, and a prolonged war, marked by the 
utmost determination on both sides, with the kings of .J aun-

1 Buhl61's actual accession is fixed, in the History of the MgUns, edited by 
Dom, at 17th Rabi'ul awwal, 855 A..H. Vide page 46, edit. Oriental Translation 
Fund. Nizfun-ud-din and Badaoni concur. 
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pUr: for a long time neither one party nor the other can be 
said to have obtained any very decided advantage, such aa 
might have been expected to result from the great efforts 
made on either side. The balance of success generally ter
minated in favour of the monarch of Dehli; and at l~ngth, 
in the year 893 A.H., after a twenty-six years' war, he 
finally re-annexed the kingdom of J aunpur to his own 
empire. It is recorded of this Snltan, that, unlike Eastern 
monarchs in general, he was no respecter of pompa and 
ceremonies, remarking "that it was enough for him that 
the world knew he was king, without his making a vain 
parade of royalty." 

No. 311 (pI. v. l1g. 162). Silver (impure). Average weight, 144'4 
gre. Common. A.lI. 858, 859, 860, 861, 863, 876, 879, 882, 
887, 888, 889, 890, 892, 893, 895. 

~j~ 

~ M ... .,.J1~' 

~l>. t..:.J~ 

* * r 

I.,? \ c J-S'rJ \ 

JJ-1 f ~ ~)' 

L:J\ \, \ ... ~ l.:. 

No. 312. Silver and Copper. Weight, 52 grs. 

mf)er88-~iJ t..:.J~ L:J\bL, ~\.!, JH. 
Retler8e-cil>. t..:.J.u.o.. ~J'.'!\~' ~t 

No. 313. Copper. Average weight, 71 grs. A.lI. 855, 863, 865, 
866, 867, 868, 869, 873, 875, 877, 878, 879, 887, 888. 

OOvM"8e-~\hL ~\.!, Jk 
R8'Der8e-~,J c.:.s::W \ ..,1,J 
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No. 314. Copper. Weight, 67 grs. A.H. 886, 889, 893, 894. 

Ow",,-Legend similar to No. 313 • 

.Revwae-AI\' * * ~I 
No. 315. Copper. A.verage weight, 140 grs. A..H. 1177, 878, 

879, 892 • 

. {centre-~u J~ 
O~r;wa8 • II t 'I 

lIargm-C) \,IQJ""wJ 

~W88-I\VV ~rl\;t\ ~U 

I subjoin the results of some assays of coins of Buh16l 
L6di and his son Sikandar, conducted under the native 
process:-
1. A..H. 858. Wt. 138 grs. Result-Sil vet, o grs. (No. 311.) 
2. A..H. 859. Wt. 143 grs. Result-Silver, 15'S grs. (No. 311.) 
3. A..B.. 882. Wt. 145 grs. Result-Silver, 14 grs. (No. 3ll.) 
4. A..H. 893. Wt. 141 grs. Result-Silver, 6'7 grs. (No. 311.) 

Sikandar bin Buhl6L 

5. A..H.904. Wt. 136 grs. Result-Silver, 7 grs. (No. 316.) 
6. A.lL 910. W~ 134 gno.! Assayed together, total) (No. at6.) 
7. A..H. 918. Wt. 139 grs. result, a mere trace (No. 316.) 
8. A..H. 919. Wt. 139 grs. of silver. (No. 316.) 
9. A..B:. ? Wt. 137 grs. Result-Sil ver, 5 grs. (No. 316.) 

NOTE ON THE COINS OF BUHLOL LanI. 
Amid the chance references to the cost of articles of every

day consumption and other current prices to be found in the 
works of Indian authors, who flouriShed shortly after the 
reign or Buhl61 Ladi, we meet with frequent repetition of 
the term Buk/o/i, as applied to a recognized and guasi
stand.a.rd coin of the period.1 AbU! Fazl, the comprehensive 

1 "In Ibr~im bin Sikandar's time, corn, clothes, and every kind of merchan
dize, were cheaper than they had ever been known to be in any o~er reig~, 
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recapitulator of the various independent currencies assi"!i1e 
ated or adapted by his patron, Akbar, had already sufR
ciently declared its intrinsic value as nth part of a rupee,l 
and its weight as 1 tolak, 8 masnas, and 7 rat;', though there 
were conflicting opinions as to the exact Bum represented 
by the figures in question. In additi.on to these identifica
tions, the BukloU was stated to have succeeded to the previous 
functions of the paisa, and to have constituted the connecting 
link between that coin and the dam, in which the entire 

except, perhaps, in the time of SuItfuJ. '.AlfL-ud-din EM,j'. • •• In the time of 
Sikandar, also, the markets were very cheap, but atill Dot 10 much 10 u in the 
time of Ibr6.h1m. Ten maunti, of corn could be purchased for one BulU6li; be 
,j,., of clarifled butter, and ten yards of cloth, couId be purchased for the lame 
coin. If one (man) offered four matmtl, (of corn) for the BuAi611, another would 
offer five, and 80me even more than that, until at last; ••• ten malmd. would leU 
for a BuAi6li. Gold and silver were only procurable with the greatest difficulty. 
A horseman received five tan"u • month, and if anr one spent 100 t"","" he 
might be considered to be poBBeBBed of great wealth. It. traveller "ished to 
proceed from Dehli to Agra, one Bu'A161i wouId B1l1Iice for the espensea of himse~ 
his horse, and four attendants." -Elliot'a Index, pp. 273, 292, quoting the "Zubdat 
uI Tawfuikh" of N 1ir u1 Ha1pJ:. The work is an expanaion and amplillcation of 
his father's TfLrikh HaJpp, which was composed in A.B. 1005 (A.D. 1696-7). 
Abd u1 H~ states that after completing his selections from Zi(l Earni, be wu 
indebted to the T6rlkh-i EahMur BUhi, of Sflm SuItb EabMur Gnjd.ti, for bis 
information down to the cloae of the reign ot Bnh161 L6di, and thereaft.er hiB 
knowledge was derived from verbal and personal inveatigationa. 

~J ~;.~~ ~\j -6 L:JjJ~.w ~ ,...,' 
~ ~i ~"'k_~J) ~ r4;---~~ tr ~J Col. 

J-' ~ - .,;\., .J~' r\i L:J'J.! )J..rt' c::L.lll,,> r. Jfi! J e;;:Jt 

dA J JL. ~~ fiJ J J\::- ~ Y~ 
-.Kin Akbari, Calcutta text, p. 27; Gladwin'a translation, i. p. J5; Eloch. 
mann'a ditto, p. 31. The passage in question goes on to explain, that "in Akbar'a 
time the term jital had been 10 Car modi1ied in its meaning and application u to 
have come to be used as a definition for an imaginary division, "in 8CCOUJ1t," of 
i.ofadam. 
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revenues of the State were assessed. under the Great Mughal • 

. These definitions, however apparently complete, left several 

practical points undetermined; it was not expressly stated 

whether the Buh/6ii was composed of copper, or of the mixed 

compromise of metals; so exaggeratedly favoured in the con

tempora:ry mint system: the preferable inference certainly 

pointed to the former conclusion, but, on the other hand, 
there was no such copper piece of :Buhl61 Loai to be found, 

in the whole range of modem collections, as would at all 
assimilate with the heavy mass of that metal rising up to, 
if not over, 323·5625 grains, which clearly constituted the 

authorized coined dam of Shir Sha.h and his imitator, Akbar. 

Moreover, the subject was encumbered with an altered 

scale of proportions, both in the official increase of the 
weight of the silver coins under Shir Shah, and the sub

sidiary question of the simultaneous advance of the copper 
standard, or a possible re-adjustment of conflicting ratios 

dependent upon progressive changes in the values of the 

two metals. Shir Sha.h's rupee, with which he replaced the 
old tankaA, avowedly involved an advance of 3 grains upon 

the old standard of 175 grains; and I shall be in a position 

to show in detail from his own coins the relative increments, 

which, however, form only a secondary portion of the pre
sent argument. 

:But what the new numismatic data, aided by stray waifs 
from written history and tradition enable us now to assert is, 
that the paisa, wherever it obtained its more modem name, 

was simply, to all intents and purposes, the mere successor 

of the double kdrsha of remote antiquity, one of the primitive 

measures of copper adverted to in the "Laws of Manu/'! 

1 Kdt-,M CITt s.; Tamil, KdIu, "cash;" Toda, Kill; Chinese, "Cash j tt 
the KtlAdpcmll of Ceylon (Mahawanso), and the Western Cave Inscriptions. 
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and whose exact counterpart, singular to say, declares itselC 
in the earliest scheme of Egyptian Metrology under the 
nearly parallel term, which the hieroglyphics render aa 2 
KeT.1 

To all appearance the recognized weight retained in full 
its theoretical place and position in India, though practically 
as tangible money it is found to be represented by two single 
kdr8ha pieces. Of this latter coin of 140 grains, we can quote 
continuous examples} ranging from the archaic copper coins 
of Ramadatta ll to the coarse mintages of the early Pathans,' 
and onwards, in consecutive order, till Duhlol LOdi assimi. 
lated their fabric to the type and execution of his mintages 
in the higher metals; but the vitality and immutability of 
the ancient measure is proved triumphantly by its accept. 
anee, 80 to say, intact, in all the minor mints under Dahar, 

The Mit6.ksharfl (circa A.D. 1049) defines the Kdr.'Mka 81 "measured by a 
Edr,ka (Earahenonmita)," and the copper Edr,ha itselt is described 81 Tdm
ra'1/a y.kdra, or .. copper transformed," i ... worked up from it. crude metallic 
state into some ganerally recognized form.-Wilson. Ariana Antiqua, p: 404; 
Prinsep'a Essays, i. p. 63; G. Biihler, Bombay Branch lour. Roy. Aa. Soc. 
October, 1868; Cowell, in Elphinstone, p. 89; Burnout, Intro. A I'DiIt. Dud. 
pp. 236, 268; Spence Hardy, Manual of Buddhism. pp. 119, etc.: Dombaylour. 
As. Soc. (1853) (1854) p.l.; Inscriptions, pp. 3, 9, (1862) p. 1, IUd (1863) p. 1, 
et ,eg. See also Yfljnavalkya, § 363; .Amara Kosha, ii. pp. 9, 86. 

1 ANCIENT EGTPTU.!{ WEIGHTS. 

A. Circa 1400 grains = MeN, or VTeN (Maneh?). 
B. Circa 700 grains =6 KeT. 
C. Circa 280 grains=(2 KeT). 
D. Circa 140 grains = KeT. 
E. Circa 70 grains = (l KeT). 

The copper coins of the Ptolemiea follow this standard; their gold and ailver 
standards adher~ to the Aeginetan weight.-R. S. Poole, Smith'. Dictionary of 
the Bible, iii. p. 1732. 

I Prinsep'. Essays, i. p. 216, pt XL flga. '1,48. 
I Balban'. copper coin, No. 114, seems to have been a half idrM' So also 

t)le piece of lalfll-ud-diu F1r6z, No. 123, and othen in IIlccession. 
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where copper was struck as an inferior metal, and left to 
~sert ita own value, for, to its surface, the conqueror; follow
ing the custom of the west. declined to attach his name. 

The author of the cc Institutes of the Emperor Akbar" 
gives a second or alternative definition of the value and in
trinsic contents of the assimilated paisa, Buhloli, or dam, as 
equal to five tanks. 'Whatever doubt might once have existed 
as to the measure of this weight, is now satisfactorily set at 

rest by the coins themselves; the tank, in short, is merely 
the old dharana of 32 ratis (or 56 grains)l which, even at 
the remote period of the crude tabulation of weights, under 
the simple nomenclature of .the seeds of the earth, from 
whence their denominations were chiefly obtained-had 
already acquired the optional name of pura,!,a, " old." 

The two systems are fully represented in the current 
coinage of the Pathans, and conjointly offered considerable 
facilities for the settlement of broken change. The 40 
double karshas, or 80 current St"ngle kdrshas, or 160 half

karshas (No. 183), were equal to 200 copper tanks, either of 
which amounta represented the established value of a silver 
tankah.! 

In respect to the weights of copper, in either case, the 
totals ran 280 grains X 40=11200 grains, and 56 X 200= 
11200 grains. 

These figures have an additional importance in the present 

1 See p. 221 ante, Babar's Table of Weights, 32 rati&= 1 tang. 
• Sir H. Elliot has preserved a curious record of the practical working of the 

intricate sub-divisional exchanges of the lower coinage under the head of Ie I>amri 
I.r!r-.J ~l. In the Dehli territory, the term is applied to the Bub-divisions 

of a village. Thus in Gopfllp11r, of Rohtak, there are 160 rlamri8, each rlamri 
being equivalent to t'\fenty-1i.ve kaeAeM lJigAaa. But rlamrl is commonly known 
as a nominal coin, equal to 3t or 31 ddma; or between two and three gandtu-ao 
that a damrl varies from 8 to 12 eowria, according to the good-will and pleasure 
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instance, as they establish conclusively what was heretofore 
somewhat of a matter of conjecture,l that the ratio of copper 
to silver was 64: 1 (11200+175=64). 

of unscrupulous Banyas. Ii may be useful to aubjoin from the C DlwiD Fasand' 
a table showing the value of tlamrl8 and eldmll :-

1 dam'f.............................. 31 tid"". 
2 " ........................ _.... 61 " ...... 1 ,,1AatldIll. 
3 " .......•.••••.•............... 91 II 

4 

6 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

,. • ••...••••••. , •••••••••••••••• 12} 
" •••.....•.•••••••••.......••.. Iii 
I, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 181 
" .............................. 22 
" ••••.••••••••••...•••..••••••• 26 
" ............................. ~ 28 
" •••.••••••••••••••••••••.••..• 311 

" •••••• 1 GdMleJ. 

" " ...... f I'(lu •• 

" 
" •••••• 1 Pj.UA. 

" 
" ...... 11 " 

11 " ••••.•..•••••••.••..•.•••••••• 341 I, 
12 " .....•••••••••....••••••••..• 371 " •.•••• 11 " 
13 " ••••..•••••••••••••••••••.•.•• 40 
14 " ..••.•.••••••..•.••••••••.•..• 4j " " ...... If " 
15 ,t ••.... _ ...................... 47 " 

16 " ............................... ISO 'f ...... 1 T~ 
The table is given "With some alight uriatiOtl& in the' Zubdatu'l I,{awfuWl,' but 
in neither are the amaller fractional amount. given with correctnea." Sir H. 
Elliot, at the Bame time, is careful to warn UJ that the popular eldml quoted in 
this table have nothing in common "With the tldm of Akbar'. reveaue account. 
(ll. p. 81). 

1 "The tale of sheDs compared to weight of IilTer may be taken on the autho
rity of the LilMlatl :-20 kapartlaltlU (sbe1lJ or cowriee) .. 11d1lnl; 'lr.dklnl-
1pana, karBli,dpaM, or kdnhik.; 16pMUI (=1pllrm,a of .hells).1 Umms (of 
silver); 16 Mermlll=1 "i,hka (of silver). It may be inferred that one Ihen iI 
valued at 1 r.ktika of copper; 1 paM of shells at 1 ptmll of copper; and 64 JHlfIIII 
at one 16laka of silver, which is equal in weight to 1 JHlM of copper. And it 
seems remarkable that the comparative value of silver, copper, and Ihella, iI nearly 
tbe same at this time [1798] as it was in the days or BMlkara." 

The comparative value of silver and copper was the &ame in the reign of Akbar. 
For the tid"" weighing 6 tdnk" or 20 mdllIIu or copper, "as valued at the 1-4Oth 
of the ;r alaIi rupee, weighing 121 md,lIIu of pure silver; whence"e have again 
the proportion of 64: 1_H. T. Colebrooke, Asiatic Researches, v. p. 92. 

[Colebrooke WIS in error in regard to the relative value of liber and copper 
obtaining in Albar'a time, .. will be .hOWll hereafter.] 
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TmRTY-Tmm> KING (A..1I. 894-923; A.D. 1488-1517). 

Some time before his decease, Buhl61 had nominated as his 
successor hiS son Nizam, who, not altogether without op
position, ascended the inperial masnad under the title of 
Sikandar Shah. In the division 'of his dominions in 
883 A.H., the Sultan had assigned the kingdom of J aunpur 
to his son Bhbak. On attaining supreme power, Sikandar 
demanded the nominal allegiance of his brother in the still 
cherished recitation of his own name in the public prayers 
of the country over which Barbak ruled; this homage being 
denied, it was deemed necessary to compel its concession by 
force of arms. In the action which ensued, Barbak was 
worsted, but was subsequently forgiven, and re~tatecf'fu 

- --,-""' "" - "'--=----.. ---.-. ... -........ 
his government. During the succeeding years the Sultan ' 
was occupied in the subjection of Sulta.n Sharf, which was 
completed by the capture of his stronghold of Biana, and in 
the suppression of two somewhat formidable insurrections 
in Jaunpu.r and Oude. In 897 A.lI., Sikandar extended his 
conquests over the whole of Bihar, dispossessing Husain, 
th~~t of the regal line of the Sharlfis, who was forced to 
tak; refuge with' Ala...ud-din, king of Bengal. With this 
monarch the ruler of Dehli arrived at a satisfactory under
standing, involving a. mutual recognition of boundaries and 
other rights. In 909 .A.H., the Sul~an, for the .first time, 
fixed his residence at Agrah, which henceforth was to super
sede Dehli as the metropolis of Hindustan. Sikandar's reign 
was disgraced by an unusual display of bigotry, evidenced' 
principally in a persevering destruction ;r-Rindu temples, 
on the sites of which were raised Muslim mosques. 
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No. 816 (pI. T. ng. 167). Copper. A.verage weight, 139 grs. 
A..H. 894, 895, 896, 898, 900, 901, 902, 903, 904, 905, 906 
907, 908, 909, 910, 911, 912, 913, 914, 916, 916, 917, 918, 
919, 920. 

~j~ ~)\~~~, 

. ~\ ~ .) 
.. , L...!. . , .;,\ . ( ... 

cil>. ~..w ..;., L,:)\bL,t.!, J}H 

~ +, 
I..} , IbJ t.:.J~ 

No. 317. Copper. A.verage weight, 65'5 grs. 
A..H. 905, 907. 

Obver8e-~l!, J~ ,t.!,)Jd.... ~)\ ~ ~rJ\ 

Rever8e-ci'1..:.. ~.ll.:;.. ~,.J'.ft"\ 

NOTE ON SIKANDAR LODI'S COINAGE. 

As Buhl61 LOdi's name is associated with a fixed money 
value in account, involving a seeming return to a partially 
obscured system of reckoning, so his son Sikandar's title is 
identified with a coinage which took a mOfe definite and 
prominent position amid the succeeding currencies of the 
land. These two issues, confessedly composed of ~~ent 
metals, might at first sight be supposed to have but little in 
common; but on a more close examination the Sikandari 
tankah is found to have formed the connecting link between 
the Bukl6li and the dam of Shir Shah; there is one break, 
however, in the completeness of this continuity, inasmuch as 
the Buh16li was made up of two 'kdr8ha8, while the Sikandari 
tankan doubled that amount; twenty pieces constituting the 
change for a 8ilfer tankan, instead of the 40 Buh/oliB or 80 
karanas of the preYious scheme of exchange. 
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In the one case the design seems to have been to reintro-
. duce the division by 40 to the supercession of the complicated 

64 kd1!-Ut, with its attendant gradational proportions of silver 
and copper; in the second instance, the same motive is more 
definitely developed in the rate established of 20 Sikandaris 
to the silver tankak, and the complete rejection of all traces 
of 64ths, inasmuch as the value of the new piece would not 
accord with any of the established kd1!-i pieces, nor would it 
even range with an imaginary division of half a Shaskka1!-i. 
The reverting to the alloy of mixeq silver and copper re
gained all the old advantages of the portability of the coin, 
and all objection to the use of composite metal was removed 
in the limitation of the entire issue to one average value; 
while, on the other hand, the difficulty and loss incident to the 
recovery of the silver from this money for the construction of 
ornaments, etc., secured for it a permanency in its coined form 
which pure silver and gold could never have commanded. 

The estimate of intrinsic contents derived from the ac
companying Assay Table gives the rough average of silver 
to each coin as 5'647 grains; and adding the price of the 
copper basis at the rate of 64 copper to one of silver, we get 
something over a total silver value of 7'747 grains.1 The 
parallel nth of the 175 grains of the full silver tankak would 
be 8'750 grains, so that the combined metals furnish a very 

1 This is merely a tentative calculation, taking 41 coins t~ the lb. (it should be 
more E xacUy 41'142). Then 299'1148 X 24 = 7178'7552+41 = 175'09208+31 = 
5'64813, average grains olsilver per coin. Copper contents remaining, 140-0'648 = 
134'353, at 64 grains per grain of silver=2'0989 grains, or a total silver value of 
7'74703 grains, Gen. Cunningham's assay, by the native process, gives a much lower 
average of silver contents, rising only to 4'18 grains per coin. See p. 324, ante. 
But in neither one case nor the other need we expect any very uniform results. 
The Calcutta table itself furnishes ample evidence of the irregularity of the action 
olthe Dehli Mint, which we have seen, by FirfIz's own confession (p. 281), had 
very much its own way in regard to the equitable value of the mixed metal coins 
put forth from time to time. 
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fair approximation to the value theoretically required., espe
cially if we make allowances for the very imperfect manner 
in which the two metals were obviously amalgamated and 
distributed in the general mass. 

List of Dehli Coins, composed of silver and copper, in Tarying 
proportions, forwarded to the Calcutta )lint for examination by 
Edward Thomas, Esq., C.S., 10th June, 1853. 

Reference to Dwu. 
A.H. Numbel'l of Coins In Weight In Oralna. FIn,8UTer, per lb. 

.. Pat.h4n Sultln .... baeacl1. -
SXXANDA.B Bl1HL6L. 

895 No. 316. 143'438 J'900 
896 

" 
142'163 2'025 

" " 
142'936 1'925 

" " 
138'913 1'615 

" " 
140'088 2-200 

898 
" 

141'500 1'5625 
900 

" 
140'800 2'6000 

" . " 127'600 3'0125 
903 

" 
143'100 4'650 

904 
" 

142'500 5'624 
907 

" 
143'250 15'5 

" " 
141'150 16'0 

" " 
139'900 160 

905 
" 

144'500 17'5 
909 

" 
141'500 15'0 

910 
" 

140'200 15-0 
912 " 142'500 12'0 

" " 
135-500 15-0 

913 
" 

132'250 15'0 

" " 
140'750 15'0 

914 
" 

140'000 15'0 

" " 
138'500 15'5 

" " 141'000 16'5 

" " 140'500 16'0 
918 

" 138250 10'0 

" " 133'250 10'0 

" " 
139-750 9'0 

" " 
125'000 8'0 

919 
" 135'250 32'0 

" " 137'250 8'0 

" " 137'500 8-0 

299'1140 
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Under the written evidence of contemporary and othel' 
authors, the authoritative value of the Siltandari is equally 
~ell established in its full identity. Babar, in his Memoirs, 
adverts to his own gift to his son HumayUn, on the occasion 
of the distribution of the accumulated treasures of the L6dis, 

as amounting to "70 lahl," we must conclude of current coin. 
Nizam-ud-din Ahmad specifies the like sum. of undefined but 
manifestly ordinary coin; 1 Khwandamir more explicitly de
signates the gift as being composed of Sikandan tankahs; 11 

and Ferishtah, to complete the definition, capitalizes the sum 
in more modem currencies as "350,000 l1lpees,"3 which de
tern1ines th~' ruling value of the piece at two dam8, or a 
sufficient approach to the amount which the intrinsic contents 
of the coins now assayed would average. Furthermore, the 
system of computing by double ddms was clearly widely spread 
and of very general acceptance;' so much so that Akbar him. 
self is found to have provided a special copper coin of that 
denomination, truly of very inconvenient proportions,s seem. 

1 Nizim-ud-d1n Ahmad BIIk"'li, who was learned in currencies, fixes £he 
sum of "70 lakl" as given to Humfl.y1in, but there is no specification of any 

particular eoin. The text runs-I~~U ~ ~~ I~WJ. t:t~ 

~ J ~ I.) ~!r-\ I~r'; rW\ ~.r- '-='~~ ~ ,-=,~k 
p. 132, Eo!. :MS., etc. ~ 6 J ~ ~ , ~ 

I I have little hesitation in correcting his "7 lakl" into 70. :Most of these 
referen~ were collected by Erskine (History of Bfl.bar and Humfl.yCtn, ii. p.544). 
He, ho-w;ever, missed the passa,.cre from Nizfun-ud-din; and in the absence of the 
coins, properly hesitated to correct the seven lak, of Khwandamir, whose informa
tion was otherwise most exact, as he was a contemporary and well-informed 
author. See Elliot'alndex, p. 108; Ferishtah, Briggs, ii. p. 48. 

'..w ~-'.).J~ I~J ~ p.282. KMfi liMn h~ ~ I...J 

p. 53, Calcutta text. ~i\';~ lji 4.!:.:i J~ I~ 
, See Sir H. Elliot's table, quoted p. 364; Erskine's B~bar, i. pp. 542-4:. 

• Such a piece ia extant in the :British Museum, weighing 664 graiM, an 

24 
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ingly more designed to meet the contingency or an appeal 
to such a weight in its legalized form than for any purposes 
of practical utility in the general circulation. 

T. hscm:PTlON8 AT DElILI OJ' SIlUNDU DIll' Bum6r.. 

1. Dated A..:&'. 903, on the Dargah of Yusaf ~aW. 
2. Dated A..:&'. 906, on the bll;8tion of ShaMb-ud-d{n Taj ]{Ma. 
3. Dated A..B:. 900, on the lower entrance of the Kutb Minar. 
4. Dated A..B:. 912, to the following effect:-

~)\ ~ JS',:.J\ ~\ ~», ~UJ..... ~.%\.u ~JJ ¥;J 

~ ~ £jUJ..... J ~ ~\ ~ ~UJ..... ~t!. J,lf. ~ at!. )Jd... 

~ ~\.,&- ~\>,I.:,...\J"'..J~"')J.I. ~..J)~~\ ~~ ¥~, 

~~ J~ ~t I:-~) at. ~ 
5. Dated A..B:. 913, on the arch of the MalE-barah of FirUz Shah 

(p. 310, ant,). 

THE YARD MEA.SURE OR GAZ OF SIKANDAB LO'DI. 

AbUl Fazl, in noticing the various descriptions ot yard. 
measures introduced at different times into Rind6stan, makes 
incidental mention of certain coins designated Sikandaris
upon the basis of a given number of diameters ot which the 
gal of Sikandar Lodi was authoritatively defined. The class 
of money described under No. 316 evidently furnished, among 
other uses, the data for this singularly defined measure. .Any 
tyro in Indian N umismaticB, under whose eye specimens ot 
this mintage may chance to pass, cannot fail to remark that, 
im~erfect as their configuration undoubtedly is, as compared 

amount which is rather OTer the estimated ratio; but the coin is sharp, unwOrD, 
and is, perhaps, affected by the oxydatiOD 01 ita once clear B1U'face. 
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with our modem machine-struck. money-yet, that they hold 

a high place among their predecessors in respect to their 
improved circularity ofo form, and general mUformity of 

diametel"-points which had certainly been less regarded in 
the earlier products of the Dehli mints. 

The Jl8SS8.oae alluded to is to the folloWing textual effect :-

!iT -' .)-);t L:)~).J e:lP.fti L:)\:"'-'~:;.,) '-:t.J))d... L:)\hL 

~1 t.j.J1j c.~ JJ * ~.f ~,~, t.j)d...\ ~ ,~, ""~ 

* ~I ¥!,i J.J -' Jr:..J .J)j1h.J ~ c:L~t ~ *p;i ~ 4 
I:)'-:.J...l.!. ~ ~ l:J_o-!o.:!J1 J * .Jy. ~1 J.J J...r J).M... 

t ~.)-~F ~ * * L:)l.:>- ~'L:)t:>.~ ~L.j).J -' * ..,;)~ 
~ J ~J.Jy. ~t!J~.F V'~j).J I.:;--./' ~Jl f!,...r JL 

~'.J)~ L:i)~1° c.:J.J~ J ~~j).J ~.r.~~' 
-Calcutta text, p. 296. 

With a view to make these- coins, even at the present day, 

contribute towards our knowledge of the true length of this 

gas, which is still a f)ea:ato; qumstio, I have carefully measW'ed 

a set of 42 of these pieces, arranged in one continuo.us line; 

the result is, that the completio.n o.f the 30th inch o.f o.ur 

measure falls exactly o.Pposite the centre o.f the 42nd Co.in .. 
The specimens selected fo.r trial have no.t been picked, be

yo.nd the rejection of five very palpably wo.rn pieces,. o.ut o.f 
the total 48 o.f Mr. Bayley's Co.ins, which I have at m1 dis
posal. 

The return no.w o.btained I should be disPo.sed to look upon 

as slightly belo.w the original standard, notwithstanding that 
it differs fro.m the determination of the measure put fo.rth by 

Prinsep ; 1 but I must add that Prinsep himself distrusted 

1 Prinsep's Essays, Useful Tables, pp. 123, 126. 
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his own materials, and was evidently prepared. to admit a 
higher rate than he entered in his leading table. 

Since the observations here reproduced were printed at 
Dehli, in 1851, Gen. Cunningham has examined the general 
question, from an independent point of view, and to establish 
other coincidencies.1 His measurement of the given number 
of Sikandaris is found slightly to exceed the above amount; 
this result I was, to a certain extent, prepared for, though I 
did not anticipate so close, and I may say satisfactory, an 
approximation to my own tentative returns. The very nature 
of the materials, constructed, as we have reason to suppose, 
from a hammered bar or imperfectly cast rod of mixed silver 
and copper (under the similitude of a light crowbar), divided 
off in cross sections to form the individual coins,' did not en
courage us to expect any approach to the accuracy of modem 

1 General Cunningham remarks-" To determine the exact value of those mea

sures we must have recourse to the unit from .hich they were raised. Thia it 
the anguill, or 'finger,' which ill India is IOme.hat under lhree-qusrten of all 

inch. By my measurement of 42 copper cow of Slkandar L6di, which we know 
to have been adjusted to fingers' breadths, the tlngultJ it '72976 of an inch. llr. 
Thomas makes it slightly lese, or '72289. The mean of our meaaurementl it 
'72632 of an inch, which may be adopted II the real value of the Jndian finger, 

or angula, as I found the actual measure of many native fingers to be innriably 

under three-quarters of an inch. According to this value, the 1uutIl, or cubit, of 

24 angulaB, would be equal to 17'43168 inches, and the tIlian., or bow, of SIS 

atl{lulaB, would be 6'81 feet. But as 100 tIlIant,. make one nalwlI, and 100 ruUwtll 
make one kro,a or ko., it seems probable that the tIlianu must have contained 100 

angura, to preserve the centenary scale (the lIalDe confusion of the numbers 96 
aud 100 exists in the monetary scale, ill which we have 2 idrtzgani., or tweITer., 

equal to 1 punchi, or twenty-fiver). According to this view, the 1uuta, or cubit, 
would have coutained 26 fingers instead of 24, and ita value would haTe been 
18'158 inches, which is still below many of the existing luutaB, or cubits, of the 

Indian B6.zm. Adopting this yalue of the luutlJ, the bigher measurel would •• 
give 6052 feet for the kro,a, •• or within 16 feet of that deriTed from the state
ment of Megasthenes."-The Ancient Geography of India, by Gen..A. Cunning
ham. p. 676. (London: Triibner & Co., 1871.) 

I See ante, pp. 225 Mee, 229; Gladwin', Ayin-i-Akbarl, ii. p. 16. 
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mechanical appliances, and to all appearance the presiding 
authorities of the period scarcely contemplated ex.ceptional 
exactitude in this summary but ever-ready test. No doubt 
the :fiscal administrators were furnished with critical official 
standards, but the immediate object in view in the present 
adjustment seems to have been to supply the mass of un
lettered purchasers with a prompt means of checking the 
professional frauds of the shopkeepers, 1 so that the simple 
exhibition of a row of Sikandaris, the leading current coin of 
the realm, on the counter, would on the instant determine the 
fullness or deficiency of the tradesman's yard; constituting, 
in brief, a popular ready-reckoner, especially adapted to the 
notions and traditions of the indigenes. I freely accept AbU! 
Fazl's suggestion, that this gas was no new measure of length 
introduced by Sikandar; the original (and possibly aboriginal) 
gas was already obviously in full use and recognition, and 
Akbar himself, with all his needlesa but otherwise systematic 
innovations, had to confess, in the 31st year of his reign, 
that though he had carried his own AklJari gas of 46 finger 
breadths into ~e cloth merchants' shops, that the Sikandari 
gas of 32 fingers was still "employed for every other pur
pose ;" and thus he confessedly met the difficulty by sub .. 
siding into the compromise of the Ildki gas of 41 fingers.S 

1 See p. 164, me. 
I These numbertl are suggestive; the ancient 32 (or half of 64) as superseded by 

the irregular totals of the Muslim theory. AMI Fazl further confesses that" in 
some ancient books (~\; ~) the gas is said to consist of two spans and two 

inches (If ,IJ J ~ JIJ), and this gas is divided into 16 equal parts <if), 
each of which was subdivided into quarters called paliar ~ llR), so that the 

paw was the t.. of a gas."-Gladwio's Ayin-i-illari, ii. p. 362; Calcutta text, 
p.294. 

In connexion with this question of normal Indian numbers, I may refer to the 
archaic Dravidian k~, in the existing land measures of the south.-Prinsep, 
Useful Tables, p. 124. 
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Those earnest men who followed the pioneers of our con
quest in Upper India, and who were content to identify 
themselves with the nation over whom they were appointed 
to rule, displayed much interest in the detetmination of the 
imperfectly preserved definitions of the ll&hi gaz. It was 
somewhat of a cardinal point with comparative strangers, 
who had to assimilate their feelings to local prejudiccs, to 

prove th€mselves in advance of the crude knowledge which 
insisted upon the supremacy of provincial standards; and 
so it came about that all sorts of positive data were put 
under contribution to establish the infinitesimal unit from 
which the more ample and enlarged land measures of 
.Akbar's empire were avowedly derived. Hence investiga
tions were instituted under many varied aspects-open tra
dition, extant buildings of historically defined measurement, 
barley corns of primeval repute, home and foreign men's fore
arms and fingers' breadths, square .Akbari rupees, and very 
modern round "Mansuri" paisa, were pressed into the service. 
But, perhaps, the best and closest estimate was furnished by 
the crucial test of the H average of copper wires rcturned by 
the TahsHdars of Mur8.daha.d as the counterparts of the o.ctual 
measures from which their bighds (quasi-acres) were formed," 
amounting to an average of 33'50 inches per gaz, on the 
rough calculation of three-fourths of an inch for each finger 
breadth.l 

In the end, for all practical purposes of modem measure
ments, the Government of the day (1825-6) adopted, as a 
convenient solution, an arbitrary valne for the Dahi gal of 
33 English inches. 

1 Prinsep'. Essays, vol. ii, Useful Tables, p. 123; Jour. As. Soc. Bengal, iii. 
p. 88, and Mr. Cracroft'l paper, ToL iii. 360; Elliot'l GlOlllry, «Ko, and 1 arib," 
ii. pp. 189, 194. 
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,ru" 
THIRTY-FOURTH KINa (A.H. 923-93'1; A.D. 1~ ~ 
Ibrahim succeeded his father Sikandar; from the very' 

commencement of his reign his arrogance disgusted the" --nobles of his own tribe of Lodi, who speedily sought to 
reduce his power by placing his brother, JalaJ., on the 
throne of the kingdom of Jaunp-ur. Having compassed this 
purpose, however, some doubt arose as to the wisdom of their 
own act, and hence an attempt was made to weaken J alM 
by the withdrawal of several Amirs who had joined his 
standard. J alM, detecting this design, determined upon 
active measures to secure himself; he therefore collected his 
forces and advanced to KaJ.pi, assuming the style of Sultan, 
with the title of Jalal-ud-din. He next entered into ne
gotiations with 'Xzim HumayUn, who held K8.linjar for 

Ibrahim, and at length induc~ hinL to~~~rt_, th~ ~~~ 
of the Em~ror. '&im HumayUn failed at the tim~L<lf 

,....- r---_~ __ ~."'-' ---.".-~ ....... -- ,.. ~ - - - - ~~ 

need, and JalaJ. was reduced to a position of much difficulty, 
&m which, however, he had a favourable opportunity of 
extricating himself, by the success of a sudden march upon 
Agrah, which he found almost undefended; but, from some 
strange infatuation, he allowed himself to be deluded into 
treating with the governor of the city, and o~~ ady.~Q..e 
of Ibrahim, 11~ was compelled to flee to GwaJior, where he 
'----'" - -- - ---- - ~- ---- .... ~~ .. ---- -- -.~------- -

received a temporary shelter; he was, ultimately, after various 
ad ventures and escapes, captured and put to death. 

The alarm excited by the unrestrained cruelties dictated 
by the distrustful disposition of the Sultan, l~dto numerous 
other revolts~-the-r~;t,D~r1a Kh~, viceroy of Bihar, 
openly disclaimed allegiance -; and 'il:G son:Muham~-;'ci, ;'ho 

• 
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shortly succeeded him, even caused the Khutbah to be read, 
and coin to- be struck, in his own name.1 Daulat Lod.i, the 
governor of some of the dependencies of the Punjab, also 
rebelled, and solicited the protection ot Dabar, who had 
already, in 930 A..H., obtained possession of Lahor. Subse
quently, an expedition was organized against the ruler ot 
DehIi under his own uncle, ' Ala.-ud-dfn; but in the engage
ment which ensued, the contingent of the Mughals Will 

defeated with great slaughter. This Will followed by the 
advance of Dabar in person; and on the 7th oiRajab;932 
A.H.;oii- the celebratedbattle-field of Paniput, Ibrahim, after 
an individually well-contested though ill-directed action, lost 
his kingdom and his life. 

No. 318. Copper. Weight, 83 grs. Rare. 

L:)--.A)~ 

~,~l\~' 

~ ~J..:-J' 

L:) \ \., • 

No. 319. Copper. Weight, 87 gra. Rare. 

O~ver8~-\:JU:J.... aU ~);., 

lleverll-t:J'L>. ~~ ~.,..n~' 

No. 320. Copper. Weight, 42 grs. Rare. L.B:.926, 927. 

O~f1er,,- * * .J.x.L. ,U r==-'!r.' 
.ReverBI-' r, wL;.. ~~ ~,Jt~, 

I Gladwin'. A)in-i !kban. 
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No. 321. Copper. Weight, 110 grs. ~Guta 

The issue of this coin, which follows the MaIwah 8!luare type of 

money, is supposed to commemorate the fraudulent acquisition of 

Chanderi by Ibrahhn, who, taking advantage of the death of Mu

hammad Shah. (the rebel opponent of his regnant brother, MahmUd 

of MaIwah), obtained possession of the person 9£ his heir, and placed 

a dependent of his own in charge of the country, from whence it 

passed in later days, by Rana Sanga's gift, to Madlni Ra.o. 

Barbak. of JaunpUr. 

No. 322. Silver and Copper. Weight, 120 grs. ,Rare. 

A.B:. 892, 894 • 

• • ~\j Centre. 

~rl\r.--' l\ ,~, (-',)~ 

J~r~ ~\ h \ , 

"H Margin illegible. 
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THE lIUGHAL (CHAGIlAT..a) CONQUEST. 

The narrative ot Babar's persevering efforts towards the 
conquest of India, and the eventful career ot his Bon IImn'
yUn, are, perhaps, more pertinent to general history than 
germane to the limited notices of the local succession of the 
Path an dynasty of HindUstan, with which we are immedi
ately concerned. It may, therefore, be sufficient to indicate 
more concisely than usual the dates ot the prominent occur
rences in the Indian reigns ot the two monarchs, under the 
tabular form already adopted, where it was felt desirable to 
economize space in these pages. 

Duu I1i mIA.. 
A.H. A.D. 

932 1526 (9th Rajah.) Defeat and death of Ibrahlm LMi, at 
Paniput. 

(12th Rajab.) Dabar enters Dehli; on the Friday fol
lowing he has public prayers pronounced in his 
name as Emperor; and with proper Yughal craving 
for plunder, has seals put upon the treasures of 
the old metropolis,' while he hastens on to Agrah 
to secure the accumulated wealth ot the houee of 
Loa •. ' 

Capture of 1 aunplir by HumayUD. 
Surrender of lUa.na, Gwalior, and lIultan. 

I In a similar spirit, Humflyfm broke these seals on hit "wlY home in 1627, 
and appropriated his father's money."-Bflbar'1 Memoirs, pp. 368, 371; Erskine'. 
History, i. p. 476. 

t Bflhar himself, in his Memoirs, hu len upon record a concise epitome of the 
distribution of power in India a' the moment of hit conquest in A.D. 1526. II At 

the period 'When I conquered the country, five Ml18Ulmful kings and two pagant 

exercised royal authority •••• One of these POWell WII the Mghi.n8, WhOM 

government included the capital, and extended from Behrah to Bibflr. Jaunp4r, 
before it fell into the power of the Afghans, WII held by Husain Shflh SharP. 
••• The second prince was Sultfln Muhammad Muzaft'ar, in GujarU; h, had 
departed this life a few days before Sultan 1br6.h1m L/J,U', deleaL • • • The 
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A.a:. A.D. 

983 1527 Defeat of Rana Sanga.at Kanwah; :Babar assumes the 
title of Gndsi on this occasion. 

934 1528 Capture of Chandan (Madini Rao's stronghold). 
(29th Jumada'l akhir.) Occupation of Lucknow. 
(5th Muharram, 935.) Occupation of Rantambh6r. 

935 1529 (Sh'aMn.) 13ihar subdued and entrusted to Muhammad 
Zaman Mirza. 

(27th Sh'aban.) Final def.eat of the troops of the Afghan 
coalition. Treaty with Nu~rat Shah of Bengal. 

937 1-530 (5th JumMa'l akhir.) Babar's death at Agrah.1 

HUM!YIDr IN mIA.. 
937 1530 (9th Jumada'l 8WWal.) Accession. Division of go

vernments--l. Kam'l'an,2 Kabul and Kandahar; 
2. .A.alcari .M~'I'Sfl, Sambhal; 3. HiniJal M~'I'SaJ 

Alwar (Mewat); 4. Sulaiman Mirza, Badakhsh8.n. 
Kamran takes Labor and occupies the :Punjab. 

third kingdom is that of the Bahmania, in the Dakhan; but at the present time 
the Sultfuls of the Dakhan have no authority or power left. The fourth king 
was Sultan Mahmlid, who reigned in the country of Malwah, which they likewise 
call Mandli. This dynasty was called the Kbilji. Rw Sanga, a pagan, had 
defeated them, and occupied a number of their provinces. • • • The :fifth prince 
was N u~rat Shah, in the kingdom of Bengal. • • • The most powerful of the 
pagan princes, in point of territory and army, is the Raja of Bijanagar. Another 
is Rana Sanga, who has attained his present high eminence, only in these later 
times, by his own valour and his sword. His original principality was Chitor."
Erskine's Memoirs 'of Babar, p. 311. 

I His dominions at the period of his decease "stretched from the river Amu to 
Bihar," etc.-Erskine's History, i. p. 626. 

2 Kamran's coins are extant. The following is a description of a specimen in 
the East India Company's collection, struck at Kabul in A..R. 947:-

Silver. Weight, 71 grs. 

OlwerB/}-Area (diamond shaped) 4r?jl.i:. ~U.,)~ C)~~ ~ 

Margin, ~ ~W .illl ~ L:)1.j~1 ~~I ~\bW1 ~, 

~fV ~ ~~ Y~ ~\kL" 
.Revers/}-Circular area, the Kalimah. 

Margin, ~."..JI Jr. C)~\ ~~ J').Ql~ ~~'P.~' 
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I..B. A.D. 

937 1530 HumiyUn defeats the combined army under MahmUd 
LOd. at Doura, and gets possession oflaunpUr. 

938 1632 Advances against Shir Khan at Chnnar, but i. obliged 
to return to meet the threatened hoetility of 
:Bah&dur Shah of Gujarat. Campaigns in lI81wah, 
Gujarat, etc. 

942 1535 Capture of the Fort of ChampanIr. 
946 1539 (9th Safar.) Shu Shah'. perfidy at Chonaa (Chupar 

Ghat); ruin of HumayUn'. army, and hie l'ttreat 
to Agrah. 

947 1540 Final defeat of Hu.mliyun by Shir Shah, near Kanauj, 
and lJ.ight of the former. 

:BKBAR. 

No. 323 (pt v. fig. 172). Silver. Weight, 71'.~ gn. Very rare. 

Oboer8l-Centre, ~~~~J.~ ~ c1!.ll'~ 

Margin (worn) * * F~l L:)UJ...JI 

ll,o",,-Centre, ~l J,....J ~ ~I II ~, J 

Margin, ~,r1' ~ • * * * 

No. 324 (pt v. fig. 173). A ailver coin ot nUar (East India 
Cabinet), somewhat aimilar to the above, baa the word '-Ij'~. 
at the end of the inscription on the obverse arta, in addition to 
the legend detailed under No. 323; marking, in this addition, 
his very hazardous encounter with Mna Sanga in A-lL 933. 
Another specimen gives the full date of A..1I. 936. 

On the ~bverse margin is to be seen-C)\:;\:;.. F" 
JUoer8..-Axea as in the last coin. . 

Margin, ~,r1' ~ ~,.J\ • 
These silver coins correspond to the class ot money de

signated by AbU! Fazl under the generic term of Baham, 
which he states weighed OM mil!cdl each, and to haTe 
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been rated. in exchange at 21 per rupee.1 The constantly 
quoted Shtih Rukhia of contemporary authors constituted an 
identical currency, as this piece is also defined as the equiva
lent of 16 aams,s which gives the like return of 21 per rupee; 
in effect, Babar's northern money appears to have been a 
mere continuation Qf the earlier issues of Shah Rukh, the 

Mughal Sultan of Persia (A..H. 807-850), whose coinage was 
so largely spread over all Asia.s 

RUMKYUN. 

No. 325. Gold. Irregular weights, 8, 10, and 13 gre. Rare. 

Obver8e-AU\ J~.1 .M.s:"" dJ.l\ ~\ ~\ ~ 

R8Vw8e-~ cLW AU' ~ 4.jjV:. ~\'!'J~ L:-''%~ .Ms." 

No. 326 (pI. v. fig. 175). Silver. Weight,71 gre. A..H.944. 
Very rare. 

Oh1lwBI-Centre, I.jj ~ L:-'% \..Jb .M.s:"" 

Margin, dJ.l\ ~ '-!)\j~\ F»\ '-!)W\ ~~\ ~\ 

~fF ~~, Y;O ~\kL" ~ JW 
The King, the .A.nrlr, the most mighty Sultan, the Khakan. 

May Almighty God prolong his dominion and sovereignty . 
Struck at .A.grah, (in the) year 944. 

Rsvw8e-Centre, 

y\.-.. "'~ ~ 1.:1" Jj;. AU\ AU\ J~) ~ AU' ~\ ~\ ~ 
There is no god but God; Muhammad ill the apostle of God. 

God is bountiful unto whom He pleaseth, without measure.' 

1 Hi,~d1=40 "Qti.. See pp. 222, 223, Mite; Kin.iAkbari, Gladwin, ii. p.198. 
t Kin.i Akbari, ii. 209. "8 14k, of BhdhrukMI/ = 3,20,000 rupees, or 1 ""or 

and 28lak, of ddma."-Erskine's Bflbar, etc., i. p. 644. 
a Frlllhn, Recensio Numorum. Muhammadanorum, pp. 430, 496. 
, !.Curb, Surah ii. 208. 
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Margin, ~ ~ ~~ &.J~;U J~ .h~\ JoW! 

kJ:. ~\~) 
By the truth of Ab8.bakr, by the justice of 'Umar, by the 

modesty of 'Usma.n, by the wisdom of 'A.ll, may God 
reward him. 

No. 32'1 (pI. v. fig. 176). Silver. Weight, 71 grains. Struck at 
Agrah, 945 A..H. A variety, with 8 nearly square area, has the 
date 952 A..H.; the name of the place of mintage is obliterated. 

No. 328 (pl v. fig. 176/1). A coin of the same type, which is un
fortunately wanting in both date and place of mintage, bas the 
countermark or Hall stamp of :Kam.ran, atteating the current 
value of the piece. Of this impress the following worda are 

still legible : ..;. b'l:..3~ ~~\)' J~ 

Another silver coin of lIumayUn (weight, 71 grains) haa the 
&.J)~ ~.%lu ~ only, in an oblong area. The revene area 
being circular, as in the specimen engraved, the legend itself is 
confined to the nsual short symbol The margins are much worn, 
but apparently vary slightly in their legends from those of the 
above coins. There are traces of the figurel 937. 

I bave inserted the subjoined coins of Akbar in this place, irre
spective of their order of date, with a view to keep together the 
various specimens of this foreign type of money, the issue of which 
seems to have been persevered in amid the migratory Yughal campi 
and temporarily occupied cities of India. 

AKBAR. 

No. 329. Gold. Weight, 18 grs. A..lL 969. Col Guthrie. 

Ob~er,~~'~ ..;j'-J:. 1\!'.3~;.S\ 04£'" t:.1'!~\ J~ 
llever,~The Kaliman. 
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No. 330. Silv&:. Weight, 60 gra. .ur. 963. Col. Guthrie. 

Margin- '* F~l L:)lbL * '* 

c:Lw '* * 

~, J,..,.; 
Margin illegible. 

ANONYMOUS COINS. 

I have considered it preferable to class the anonymous 
coins hereunto appended, under a separate head, as although 
their dates would in general indicate the Sovereign during 
whose reign they were struck, still the absence of any 
name upon the individual piece might leave a possible 
doubt as to the true presiding authority of the moment, 
especially in money coming to us from such disturbed times 
as witnessed. the issue of many of these ful'lts; and as exacti
tude is a high conceit among Numismatists, I would not 
knowingly so offend against the prejudices of caste as to 
claim reliance upon aught that, was susceptible of critical 
question. These coins of unavowed kingship are therefore 
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grouped in a series apart, an arrangement which baa the 

advantage of bringing them all under one compact view, 
and developing in continuity, the special merit they posscss, 
strangely enough in greater perfection than more imposing 
medals, viz., of assisting in the elucidation of the contempo
raneous geographical status, and of indicating in the fact 
the relative importance, of the leading cities of the epoch. 

These coins seem to date their origin from Dabar's con

quest, and we recognize in the earlier specimens both the 
hand and the art of workmen other than indigenous. The 

practice of striking coin in subordinate cities also appears to 
have been an innovation introduced by the MughIs, who 
drew a wise distinction between the importance of the lower 

currency of copper and money fabricated from the more 
costly gold or silver. The absence of the Sultan's name like
wise indicates a departure from Indian practice, under which 
we have uniformly seen the designation of the supreme 
authority impressed upon the copper money equally with 
the coins of higher value. 

Babar's introduction of so much of the leading ideals ot 
his Bokhara 1 money into Hind6stin was destined to be 
attended with more permanence in the coins of the poor, 
whose standard he adopted, than in that of his more elabo
ratelyexecuted dirn.aml and fUhrajil, in which he outraged 
local associations. 

The average weight of the pieces of this class is very 
1lD.i.f'orm at something over 140 grains, a total we have ire· 
quently met with in the earlier coins ot the Pathin issues, 
80 of which went to the old tankah, 4 to the modified 
Sikandari, and 32 to the foreign Babari and Shah Bukhi. 

1 Frmhn's Rec:ensio, p. 432, etc.; M. Soret, Lettre IV 1a N umismatique, lune, 
1843, p. 28. 
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Their relative value in exchange against silver may have 
varied from time to time; but the fact of Akbl¥"s accepting 
copper as his universal standard shows that he felt that all 
important fluctuations, as might have been predicted, virtually 
took place in the more readily affected ratios of the precious 
metals. 

No. 331. Copper. Weight, 142 grs. Agrah, A..H. 936. Umfu1. 

ObvWBI-Circular area, w,ithin a margin of fine lines and dots run 
into a scroll pattern. 

Legend-~ Y~ 
Rev6rBl-Oblong area (Mi71,rdlJ'ij, with ornamentalllowered scroll 

margin. 

Legend-~ r, ~ f:.:;\:; ~ 
No. 332. Copper. Weight, 135 grs. :Mint, Fort of Agrah, 

A..:a:. 936. 

0lJf)W8e-~ ~ y..rU'}J 
Rever8s as above. 

No. 333. Copper. Weight, 142 grs. Agrah, Seat of the Khilafat, 
A.H. 937, 938, 939, 490, 941, 942, 943. 

Obver8e-Plain surface, with the Legend-ifl djn.sJ~'~ Y . .,."; 

.R8t1w88-Simple marginal lines encircle the field; the inner portions 
above and below the legend are :fi.lled in with scroll-work. 

Legend-~I""V ~ iY\'; ~ 

No. 334. Copper. Weight, 141 grs. Agrah, Seat of Justice, 
A..H. 943. 

0lJ'lJer88-if' J~l)~ Y~ 
ReverBS as above. 

25 
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No. 335. Copper. Weight, 141 gra. Uhor, Scat ot the XhilMat, 

.1.1[. 938, 939, 940. 

mvwI'-..J~J ~1£l~'" Y.,. 
lUvwI.-' r" ~ t$\'; ~ 

No. 336. Copper. Weight, 141 grs. Dehli, Seat of Govern· 

IIlent, .1.11. 940,9 41, 942, 943. 

O~WI6-~"clJ~'" Y.,. 
Revw" as usual. 

No. 336a. Copper. Weight, 139 gra. Capital, Dehli, Seat ot 

Government, .1.11. 943. Unique. My cabinet. 

Obf)""6-~" ~ ~~,,, '-r-'.,. 

R6fJWl6 as usual. 

No. 337. Copper. Weight, 143 grs. Mat"la, .&..11.941, 942. 

HumayUn in possession. P (Bee Table, p. 380.) Rare. 

• • Obf)er86-J~ '-r-' ~ 

Rever" as usual. 

No. 338. Copper. Weight, 140 gra. Mint, Fort ot Alwar, 
'&'.11. 936. 

No. 339. Copper. Weight, 140 gra. District,launpUr, 

.1.11. 940, 941. 

O~f)W"- ,..J a>-~ "".I, J-. 

Rever" as usual. 
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B..(BAR'S INDIAN REVENUE. 

One of the most interesting documents relating to the 
nscal history of India has been discotered and preserved 
by Yr. Erskine ~ the unique detail. given by Babar himself 
of the revenues of his newly-acquired kingdom.l 

Yr. Erskine felt some difficulty in satisfying himself as to 
what this nominal total of Mty-two kror8, summarized by 
Babar, might chance to represent in English money, and 
he was constrained to leave it an open question between no 
less than nve several amounts, ranging from £1,300,000 to 
£52,000,000.8 'There can be little hesitation-now that we 
have discovered the true value of the Sikandari tankah and 
its direct association with the double dams of Akbar-in 
adopting that stan.dard and almost ex.clusively current piece 
as the real measure ot value in this and in all similar 
instances, whet:e the tankah is not qualified by some de
scriptive term. In the present table, the introduction of 
the speciD.cation of silver tankalt8 and black tankah8, in the 
Tirhut return, implies, primd facie, that the general total 

1 This return was wanting in all the- 11[88. previously accessible. 
:a "The amount of this revenue of 62 irfWI, if considered as represented in single 

ddmB, according to the mode of computation in Akbar's reign, would be 
£1,300,000; if in double admB, according to the calculation of Ferishtah, 
£2,600,000; if we adopted the mode of reckoning suggested by the facts stated 
by Mirza Haidar, it would be £4,21Z,OOO; while, if we take the tankah at 7!d., 
which is somewhat below the lowest rate it reached in the reign of Sultan 
Muhammad bin Tughlak [see correction, p. 229 ante], the amount would be 
£16,250,000; but if at its full imd proper value of a rupee, £52,000,000. 
Everything considered, I should consider £4,212,000 as the amount of Eabar's 
nominal revenue; a very large sum when the working of the American mines 
had not yet produced its full e1fect. It is not easy to find any unobjectionable 
point of comparison. The statements of Akbar's revenue given in the translation 

of the Xin-i Akbari have not been generalized, and are far from being always 
distinct."-Erskine, i. p.642. 
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was based upon some coin which would not directly come 
under either category; the Sikandari lanka", however de
signedly lowered in value, had an equal claim to the generic 
name with its predecessors of higher metallio mark. As has 
been already explained (pp. 336, 369, 384), theso Sikandaris 
represented, irregularly perhaps in individual pieces, but 
satisfactorily in large amounts, a value of -h of the old aiker 
tankan. Under this test, Babar's given total corresponds to 
a sum of 2,60,00,000 8ilver tankahB, or £2,600,000.1 Akbar'. 
revenues are not quite so uncertain or indeterminate 118 Mr. 
Erskine was inclined to suppose. We have definitions of 
their amount from two different sources. Nizam-ud-din 
Ahmad's return, which refers to A.H. 1002 (A.D. 1593), 
is quite explicit, and places them at 640,00,00,000, I'six 
hundred and forty kror8 2 of tanka" murtidi." Taking these 
as Sikandari tankaluJ, we obtain a sum of 32,00,00,000 
(640,00,00,000+20) 8ilver tankan8 (roughly modem rupee8), 
or the equivalent of £32,000,000 • 

.A.bUl Fazl's revenue estimate for the fortieth year of the 
reign, or A.H. 1003 (A.D. 1594), is far more obscure. It is 
epitomized in the introduction to his twelve $ubahB, or divi· 
sions of India, as 3,62,97,55,246 dams;' but this aggregate 

1 Babar confesses that he added, at ODe time, 30 per cent. to the ordinary taxel 
to meet the enhanced expenditure upon bit army of occupation. Thit dOe8 not 
appear to have been included in the above 8ummary.-Babar'. Memoirs, p. 387; 

Erskine, i. p. 488. 

" Whatever complications may exist about tid"., in the Xin-i Akban, the text 
of Nizam-ud-dln Ahmad (a paymaster), it clear and definite 81 to ~ J ~ 

~..J~ 4.:.J .JJ.J "640 kror." See alao Elliot's Index, p. 204. 

I The printed Persian text, even with all the adVaDtllge8 of Dr. IDochmallll" 
choice aeries of }ISS., only conftrms Gladwin'. original rendering (ii. p. 1.) The 

passageruna-i~J l~, ~~ J "'i 'J,jJ.) J~' '-:J)I 4,.., 

r'''' ~ J ""'~ J ~J'" , .J ~. There is a pOBJibility that the 4.." co 3 
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does not correspond with the grand total to be obtained from 
the more comprehensive provincial tables in his own work, 
nor do those tables themselves always coincide with the 
preliminary summary prefixed to the returns of each fiscal 
division; indeed, there is internal evislence that the detailed 
statistics were corrected-up, independently, from later docu
ments, when Akbar's dominions had extended their boundaries; 
but as regards the figures above quoted, there must clearly be 
an error either of calculation or of transcription: the given 
sum reckoned in single dams gives the absurdly small amount 
of 9,07,43,881 rupees, or £9,074,388. Understood as double 
dams, or Sikandaris of identical value, the total would still 
only reach 18,14,87,762 rupees~ or £18,148,776, or littie 
more than half the sum the more authoritative assertion of 
Nizam-ud-din places it at. It is possible that a more 
close examination of the fiscal returns of Akbar's reign may 
throw light upon this unaccountable divergency; but for the 
present I am content to adhere implicitly to Nizam-ud-din's 
figures, and to suspect that .A.bUl Fazl's sum indicated orig~-

may be intended for U""'=30, a very frequent error (ordinarily guarded against by 

the insertion of the fliure I" over the ~, thus 6.!-.), which would produce at 

40 ddms the large but not impossible sum of 76,57,43,881 rupees, or £76,574,388. 
:But the rectification that most commends itself to me, as an occRllional reconstructor 
of Persian texts, does even more violence to the extant version, inasmuch as I should 
go so far as to suggest a substitution of the more divergent word ~ or aU, for 

the opening written word, w or tArel, which now appears in the MSS. and their 

printed reproductions. This would establish a very near approach to the result of 
Nidm-ud-din Ahmad's return, and one fully within the range of identities and pro
babilities. Uuder this scheme, the long array of figures would present themselves 
as 6,62,91,65,246, which, divided by 20 (the ruling number in the parallel case), 
would produce a sum of 33,14,87,772 ai~er lankana, or a very close approximation 
to the 32,00,00,000 obtained from our leading authority, Nizam-ud-din,. which is 
fixed at the latter amount, though specified in different terms, and ruled by an 
Independent scheme of exchange. 
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nallya very moderate increment upon the ordinary revenue 

of the preceding year. Though, of course, if the leading 

total was altered under later authorities to meet the ever 

varying annual income, the irreconcilable figures themselves 

become comparatively unimportant. 

Mr. Erskine quotes another very curious table of the 

revenues of India under Aurangzeb (A.n. 1068-1118; A..Do 

1651-1707),1 which produces a grand total of 38,71,94,000 

rupees, or £38,719,400, at which period the provinces entered 

in Babar's schedule had risen to an improved revenue return 

of 7,81,46,550 rupees, or £7,814,655. 

Tru: REVENUES 011' :abu's IRDUlI' DoxnnolfJ. 

1. The Sirkar west of the Satlege, Bhlra, Lahor, Tun ••• 

SiaIk6t, Daib81pUr, etc. ... ... ... 86,316,989 
2. Srrhind and ita dependen<:ies ••• ... . .. 12,931,98.5 
3. Hissar FIrUzah ••• ... . .. ... . .. . .. 13,076,104 
4. ]Jar "I JIul&, Dehli, in the Doab ... . .. 86,950,254 
5. lIewat (not included in Bikandar'a Revenue 

roll) ••• ... . .. 16,981,000 
6. Bran.a ... ... ... ... . .. 14,414,930 
7. Agrah ... . .. • •• 2,976,919 
8. Mian-i Vilaat ... . .. . .. 29,119,000 
9. GwaIior ... . .. 22,357,450 

10. Kalpi, etc .••• ... . .. ... . .. . .. 42,855,950 
11. Kanauj ... . .. . .. . .. ... . .. . .. . .. 13,063,358 
12. Samba! ... • •• . .. ... . .. . .. . .. 13,844,000 
13. Lakhnau, etc. ... . .. • •• ••• • •• . .. 13,982,433 

1 This is taken from Catron'. Histoire de l'Empirl llogol, Parla, 4~., 1716, 
i. p. 264. The information is supposed ~ be derived from the p8pet'1 oIlIanucei. 
the Venetian traveller. Catron Idda to his other remarb, tha' "other Wei 
and dutie. equal or exceed the land reVeDue." Bernier also gi,eelll imperfect 
return 01 the revenuel of twenty diviaiou, in Aurogdb'. reip, IDI011J1tiJlg 10 
22,08,78,000 rupees (ll. p. 364.) 
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14. Khair8.bad... ..• .•• • •• 
15. Oude and Bahraich ••• 
16. ;r aunplir ••• ••• • •• ... 
1 '1. Kana and Yanikplir 

18. Bihar... ••• '" 
19. Sirwar 
20. Saran ••• 
21. Chumparam. 
22. Gondlah ••• 
23. TirMt. Tribute (Khidmatana) 

of the Tirhut Raja 250,0,001 

Silver Tankahs, and 2,750,000' 
Black Tankabs... ••• ••• ' ••• 

24. RantambhOr ••• ... ... . .. 
25. Nag6r... ••• . •• 
26. Raja Bikramajit from Ran-

tam.bh6r ••• ••• • •• OI. 

27. Raja of K8.1injar 
28. Raja Birsing..(}eo 
29. Raja Bikram.·deo 
30. Raja Bikram. Chand ••• 

TANltAlls. 

1,265,000 
11,721,369 
40,088,333 
16,32'1,280 
40,560,000 
15',517,506i 
11,018,679 
19,086,609 
4,330,300 

2,000,009 
13,000,000 
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SUvel' 
Tankab& 

448,783,4571=2,21,89,172 

Add Tirhut estimate, [250,000 
Tankahs, and 2,750,000, at 
10 per Tankah, or 275,000] ... 525,000 525,000 

2,27,14,172 

[Or at * of a Tankah, at the exchange of 2,. per Tankah, 
£2,271,417, exclusive of the tribute from the Rve Rajas, the 

. totals of which are left blank.] 

1 TankaA-rJulraA," silver Tankahs," or full money. 
• Tanka" aidA, "black Tankahs," at 214. See p. 230 anti. 
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THIRTY-SIXTH KINa (A..H. 947-952; A.D. 1540-1545). 

The history of Shfr SM.h has yet to be written, and it is 
to be feared that those who undertake the task will find 
much difficulty, at this late period, in doing justice to his 
masterly administrative abilities, or in restoring to him that 
meed of honour for his systemization or ,the revenue and 
fiscal departments of Indian policy which Akbar's eulogists 
have appropriated to their own master.l His chequered 
career, his rise from a comparatively humble sphere, and his 
success so often due to his individual efforts, are soiled by the 
frequent association of the Mghan national vices of duplicity, 
treachery, and unscrupulous breaches of faith. The intro
ductory annals of this reign embrace so many minor incidents, 
that, following earlier precedents, I have reduced the details 
into the more compact form of a tabular outline, instead of 
attempting to generalize the narrative of the consecutive 
events. 

I "It is impossible to conclude the history of such a prince without regretting 
that so few materials remain for affording a view of the internal administration of 
his dominioIlS. Many of his revenue regulati01ll were retained or renewed by 
Akbar, and seem to have made a part of Todar-Mal'. improved .ystem of finance. 
But Shlr Shfili was soon sncceeded on the throne by a hostile family, whose 
partizans were not disposed to see any merit in the rutuea of an enetDy."
Erskine's BILbar, ii. 446. See also Elphinstone, pp. 467, 641. 

Sir Henry Elliot was likewise strongly impressed with the value of Sh1r SbflL.', 
reforms, regarding which we were quite in accord; and I have reaBl)n to belien 
he will be found to have collected much information on the IUbject during bit 
patient investigations into this interesting portion of the history of India. TheN 
details will probably appear in the fourth 1'olume of the IIistorianI of India, IIOY 

in course of pUblication under Professor Dowson', editorship. 
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OUTLINE OF SRfR SR1n:'s CA.Rl:ER. 
A.1l. A..D. 

934 1528 SlUr Khan Jdglrldr of Sahsaram (in SMMMd) is pre-
sented to Babar, and accompanies him. in the expedi
tion against Chanden. Becomes prime minister to 
Jal8.l-ud-din Lohdni, king of Bihar, who eventua.1ly, 
in !ear of his own vazir, takes refuge with Nusrat 
Shah of Bengal. Shir KMn defeats Ibrahim Khan, 
the general of Nusrat SMh. JalaJ.-ud-din escapes 
from the field. 

935 1529 Shir Khan submits to Sultan :MahmUd Loai, who is 
proclaimed king of Bihar; but who, shortly after
wards, has to retire before the army of Babar, into 
Bengal. Shlr KMn is meanwhile left in possession 
of his own J o.g11'8. 

937 Shu Khan obtains possession of the Fort of Chunar. 
938 HumayUn makes terms with Shu Khan. 
942 Shu Khan defeats Ulugh :Mirza, plunders Benares, 

reduces Patna, and in 943 pushes his forces into 
Bengal and besieges Gour. Chunar surrenders to 
HumayUn; Gour capitulates to Shlr Khan j Syud 
:MahmUd SMh seeks refuge with HnmayUn. 

945 Temporary check to HnmayUn.'s advance at Teris-
garhi. ShU Kh8.n acquires the Fort of Rhotas (lat. 
24° 3S', long. 820 25') by treachery. Gour occupied 
by lfnmayUn.. Shir Khan, already in possession of 
the passes, takes Benares, proceeds against J aunplir, 
and thlls isolates HnmayUn. in Bengal. Hindal Mirza 
revolts and proclaims himself Sultan at Agrah. Shir 
Khan assnmes the title of Shah, or king of Bihar. 

946 1539 Sh!r SMh circumvents HnmayUn at Chonsa (CMpar 
GMt) on the Ganges; and after terms of peace had 
been settled, with true Afghan. perfidy, he arranges 
a night attack upon Humay6.n's camp, and totally 
destroys his army, the Sultan. himself escaping 
with the greatest difficulty. Shu SMh improves bis 
advantage, renews the siege of Jaunplir, and occupies 
Kanauj. 
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£.B. £.D. 

947 1540 Total defeat of HumayUn at Kanauj. Shlr ShAh 
occupies Agrah and Dehli, and subsequently the 
Panjab. HUDliyUn retreats to Dhallar. SMr Shah'. 
expedition against the Ghakars in the Panjab: he 
erects the "'"' Fort of Rhotu (lat. 33° t long. 73° 20'). 

949 1542 Reduces lUlwah; Rantambh6r lurrenden; llult.b 
annexed. 

950 1543 Occupation of Raisen. and treacherous destruction or 
the garrison after surrender. 

951 1544 Invasion ot lUrwar; engagement with If.aldco; aub-
mission ot ChItor. 

952 1645 Siege of xaIinjar, and death of ShIr Shah in the 
trenches (12th Rab(,ul awwal).1 

No. 340. Gold. Weight, 187 grs. Unique. 

m"".,,-J.Jt.l\ L:I\Y...J\ ~, J)"') ~ ~, " ~, J 

No. 341. Gold. Square piece. Weight, 168'5 gn. K&1pi. Square 

areas, with dotted margins. Two apecimena. Col. Guthrie. 

w...s\ J\ u\' 
~, JJ"'.J ~ 

_ ---.l~ ~ . 
~ .~ 

,.~ .. 
~ 

L;)' \, \ J 

1 Shlr Shih'. Mausoleum at Sahsaram., lUI edifu:e of II.Otea it deacribed u beinr 
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The reading of the place of mintage is uncertain, the letters ~~ 
, alone being fairly legible; so that the city the die was designed to 

indicate may possibly have been Kdldnur. 

No. 342. Gold. Weight, 166'4 grs. Round coin. 

Square area. Square area. 

~L-!a • ~ 

4:)\ k L~ 

::Margins illegible. 

No. 343. Silver. Weight, 163 grs. Unique.l Col. Guthrie. 

cr:!..\l\, ~~\ ~,; ~)\ ~~ ~rI\ J"'l.l\ L:)U:zW\ 

~~, ~~, &... cU1\ ..\l..:;.. ~~,yU J~ ~\ y,\ 

Shir SMh's defeat of Humay6n, at Chonsa, dates 9th Safar, 
946 A..B:. (June, 1539 A..D.).2 

"built in the middle of a great reservoir of water. The monument rises from the 
centre of the tank, which is about a mile in circumference, and bounded on each 
side by masonry j the descent to the water being by a flight ot steps, now in 
ruins. The dome and the rest of the building is of a fine grey stone."
HamUton's HindUstb, i. P. 281. 

I See 1.R.A.S., If.S., 'Vol. ii. p. 222. 
I Erskine, ii. p. 173; Stewart's Bengel, p. 142. 
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No. 344. Silver. Weight, 171 grs. Unique. Struck at the 

capital, Dehli, A.B. 948. 

:Margin-~~' ~~4' 

!.:JU.cH !.:J~ JJ) W, ~ 

~.rl\~ 

Margin-~~\ JJ.) fol.' y,1 

~.J &.:.J~ ~~ ~~, J 

No. 345. Silver. Weight, 16S'S grs.(oxydized). Agrah, .... B. 948. 

Square areas. 

Margin-The usual legend, 
comprising the names of the 
four associates, with their 
honorific titles. 

t...U • .ill' ~ 

:Margin-~.l!' J ~.l!' ~} 

~f" ~\ ~.;4~' f.\ 

m~tn1l' 
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No. 346. Silver. Weight, 1'16 grs. Shirgarh, (9)49 A.R.l 

(Prlnsep collection. I) 

Oh06t'8l-Sqnare area, 

Yargin-s~).rI'I..jJ ~l....!.c JJJUll ~ ~.1.d\.P.~' 

~rl'~ 
.Rev6t'8,-Sqnare area, 

l\Iargin-~ ~ ~ ~" Ser SaAL 

No. 347. Silver. Weight, 176 grs. Coins similar in legends to 

No. 346. Struck at Gwalior, A.a 951, 952. 

The Hindi legend varies slightly in the orthography, and usually 
runs '.!ft ~ m. 

I Shirgarh, i.1. llAolM, the fortress situated on the table land, five miles by 

four, on the left of the SOn (lat. 24° 38', long. 84j, taken by stratagem from the 
Hindd Mja by Sh.ir Shah (p. 393 tmte), and converted into a refuge and place 
of safety for his family and treasures during his wars with Hum6.y(m.-.Kin-i 
Akbari, ii. 32. See also Briggs's Ferishtah, ii. 114; TieJi'entbaler, i. 309; 

Buchanan, i. 434; Hamilton's Hinddstan, i. 281; Erskine's Blibar and Hnm6.ydn. 
ii. 147; Thornton's Gazetteer, ..w tl0C6. 

• The silver coin of a similar type to the above, described by Marsden under 

No. DOonIX, as dated 945, is not so defined. in the only specimen of the kind 
in Au cabinet in the British Museum.. Marsden was unable to detect the Hindi 

inscription on the margin of the reverse of this medal, which, with the aid of a 
better specimen, BUch as the spec:imen now described, is clearly recognizable. 

Marsden's No. DOCXXXVII is seen from 'M original coin to have been struck at 

)1/ (Jwdlior, and not at "Korah." 

s <:1'.,).,,:.1' ~J "Possessor of two lights," in reference to his marriage with 

two daughters of the Prophet. 



398 THE COINS OF 

No. 348 (pI. v.fig. 179). Silver. Weight, 176 gre. (Also Manden, 
DCCXUIIt.) No mint specified. .l.JI. 948, II 19, 9£0. 

Circular areas. 

Yargin-JJ~' L:}LbW' 

J':- L:}~ r P,4' 

~\ \, 1.-. J 

Yargin-~.l!\ J W.>JI olJ.) 

h· ~ ~ m,'~\ y.' 

Some of these coins, in addition to the exclusively lrustim devicclI, 
such as the Seal. of Solomon, etc., have clearly defined outline. of 
Hindu Swaati"a, at the divisional gapa of the marginal ll'genrlll, 
which may possibly connect them with the YaIwah expedition of 
SlUr Shah. 

No. 348(1. The curious coin here engraved i. inaerted JUII 00 

account of its historic importance than for the cxemplifil'ution of the 
artistic model upon which BOme of the best specimens of the fluwing 
style of Akbar's earJy mintages were based. 

No. 349. Variety of No. 348. Weight. 175'4 grains. Struck 
at SharH'abad, A..I1. 949. 

The name of J4~r- takes the place of the ordinary IJUJ... on 
the obverse area. A second coin from the same mint, in the Dritish 
Yusewn, is dated in 951 A.B.. 
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The .tfin·i Akbari notices SharlfabM as a Sirkat ~t :Bengal, 
containing 26 lraMls, with an assessment of 2,24,88,750 damB:::::: 
5,62,213 rupees. The leading township in the list of Mahala is 
Burdwan (Jat. 230 12", long. 870 56'; 75 miles N.W. of Calcutta). 
-Gladwin, ii. p. 13, and iii. p. 14. 

No. 349(1. The greater n11m.ber of this class of coins are absolutely 
deficient in any record of the place ot tnintage. This may be due 
to a variety of causes-simple want of space in the general die 
arrangement of the legends, advised omissions of the names of 
localities of the case of money struck in movable camps, or the 
supposition of a more subtile motive, attributable to an intentional 
contrast between the ftul8i·home of ShU Khan at Sharlfab8.d and 
his triumphant occupancy of ,¥ ~ Jdhanp(lndh, U the asylum. 
of the world," or DERLI in its full Biooniftcauce,l on the immediate 
expulsion of his lrughal adversaries. 

No. 350. Silver. Weight, 169 grs. Unique. (My cabinet.) 
Chunar, A.H. 949. 

Circular areas. 

lIargin-~~..:2n P-.Y-' 
J,}.a!\ ~~ yt.hSJ~ 

J~t.l\ L:)\k1...J\ ~)\ ~ 

(.:1t6L.J 1 ,l!a ~ 

L...U..,. .ill\ ~ 

lIargin-~oll\ J ~~\ o.\J,) 

~f~ ).:.~ y~ .J£l4l\ Yo' 

li\'~~ 

1 There Deed be no reserve in admitting that the ,t:w;'-- which occurs at 
,,~ 

the conclusion of the Sultfl.n's titles (after the~\ J:' \) in exceptional cases, 

has hitherto been read as part and parcel of the honorific designations of the 
monarch himself, instead o~ what parallel examples now sufficiently prove it 
to be, tha abrupt and irregular insertion of the Dame ()f the mint. 
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Shlr KhAn seems to have acquired the important Fort of t'hurulr 
as early as 937 A..II. It originally passed into hi. handa on hi. 
marriage with Lad Malek, the widow of Taj Khan 8l1rangkhani, 
who held the stronghold for Sultan Ibrahim LOdi, and lubsollucnUy 
for the Emperor Dabar.' On Sultan. MahrnUd L/)(li', ddellt by 
Humayun, in 937 A..R., Sh{r Khan, after basely deserting the for
mer, temporized with the latter, and succeeded in retaining poma
sion until 938 A.R., when Humayun concedod to him the tiUe to 
Chunlir and his other fiefs. 

No. 351. Silver. Weight, 175'2 grs. (Marsden, DCCUX.) 

Mints generally unrecorded; but two specimens in the British MUICum 

have the name of Shar!fabad inserted in the field after 4.,' 

(946, 947). A.II.946, 947, 948 (four Ipecimena), 951, and 952. 

Square areas. 

4-L.l1 ~I wI J 

~I J,..,,; ~ 

J:J~I ~LkWI 

Margin-J.:: ~~ ~ .Pt.' 

~~'l~~ 
V~, UL.. 4ll, ~ 

m~mit 
Margin-

~, 'y' l ~~, J ~~, ~j 

NB. In some eases where space 
admits 4.:.bl... J is added after 

~. 

I History of India, Bahar and Humaydn, Erskine, ii. pp. 131, 134; Stewart's 

Bengal, p. 120; Bahar's Memoirs, by Leyden and W. Erskine (London, 1826), 
pp. 406, 407, 408. 

I Marsden's own published coin, No. DOCXU, has the name of the mint fully 

and free11legible on ita aurfaee, though he himaelf did not detect it. 
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No. 352. Silver. Weight, 1'10 grs. Rantambhor.l A:.1I. 949. 
Square areas. 

The Kalimal. 

Margin-The names and titles 
of the four companions. 

,f, 
i!L. All \ ..ll:;.. C) \kL...l \ ~L:a ~ 

~m:~ 

Yargin-J.JW\ 1,;)\ t, \ ..J\ 

~..\l\, ~..\l\ ..v~ ~~1 
)~)** 

No. 353. Silver. Weight, 173 grs. A broad thin piece. A..K.750. 

:Bhanpu.ra (lat. 24° 30', long. 75° 45'.) 

Legends generally as in No. 352, but the Persian letters are very 
{)rudely though clearly formed, and the Hindi name is even less 
definitely expressed. The conclusion of the obverse marginal record 

seems to run ~ )~~ Y;# "Struck at :Bhanpur, San. 950," 
the Ji9urc8 following-on at the top of the square area. The doubtful 

sentence might possibly be read as )~~~L:a Y;#' but Bhanpur 
seems to be the preferable rendering. 

1 The strong fortress of Rantambhor, in the province of Ajmir (lat. 76" 23', 
long. 26" 1'), 76 miles S.E. of J aipllr, surrendered to Shlr SMh in A.H. 949 == 
A.D. 1642 (Erskine, ii. 432), and, with its dependencies, was assigned as a J6.gir 
to ' Kdil KMn, the eldest son of the Sultb (ii. 439). SirUr" Rhintenpoor" is 
stated, in the Kin-i Akbari, to have contained 83 maluI18, measuring in all 
60,24,196 11;94"', with a revenue of 8,98,64,576 dd"., (or 22,91,614 rupees).-

26 
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No. 354. Silvet. Weight, 170 gn. Kalp(, A.R. 949. 

- IULJ' 
~ """I'"'r 

Square areas. 

~\bL.~w~ 

l!L..u..Jt ~ 

~ jC, .r.,.4 -"-_, 

Margin-Names and honorific 
titles of the four companions. 

No. 354a. Silver. lIalf Rupee. Weight, 88 grs. A..R. 948. 

This half pi~ce, with its aemi-proportion, brings the normal and 
official weight of the full rupee up to 176, out of the tllc01",ticaZ 178 
grains. 

No. 355. Copper. Weight, 310 grs. A..ll. 948,949,950,951. 

Obverae-~ e\ ~\.i..\l' ~..\I' ~t.J'.r-"1' ¥ ~ 

Re1)er8e-~ .ill, ~ ~\bL. ,,\.!. ~ jla.J\ .:!' 

No. 356 (pI. v. fig. 185). Copper. Weight, 315 grs. 

Agrah, A..H. 950 (or 951 ?). 

Obve'rse-Area, ~ e· ~\.s:l'.r--" ¥ ~ 

Margin, ~..\I' J cJ!..\I\ ~} J"'\..!\ ~\kLJ\ 

Reverse-Area, if' Y~ ~tbL ,l.!, r 
Margin, 4.ll\ ~ .foJ\ j.' 

Gladwin's Xin-i .Akbari, iii. 78. See also Rmnell. p. 232; Tr. R.A.S. i. p. 143 i 
Jour. As. Soc. Bengal, 1837, p. 937; Ferishtah, i. p. 301, etc.; Tod'. Rajasthan, 
ii. p. 147. 
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No. 357. Copper. Highest (exceptional) weight. 329 grs.1 

Hissa.r, A..1I. 950. 

0bt1w'6-~quare area,..;b Y~ ~~ ~\.!a ~ 

Margin, ~\bL J ~ .ill, ~ 

ll8vW86-Square area, ~ts:l\..r-"'~' ~ 

Margin, **r.ill\ * * 

No. 358. Similar coins, varying in the -minm: details of the legends. 

Gwllior, A..1I. 950, 951, 952. (Highest weight, 312'5 grs,) 
Narn61,1 A..1I. 948, 950,951. (Highest weight, 322 grs.) 
Shirgarh, A..1I. 950, 951. (Highest weight, 314 grs.) 
lUana, A.lI. 951. (Highest weight, 315 grs.) 
Kalpi, A..R. 949. (Highest weight, 311 grs.) 

NOTE ON Sm Srull'S Coms. 

ShIr Shah's reign constitutes an important test.-point in 
the annals of Indian coinages, not onlY'in its specific mint 
reforms, but as correcting the progressive deteriorations of 
previous kings, and as introducing many of those improve
ments which the succeeding Mughals claimed as their own. 
Though it is to be conceded that their occupation of Hindtistan 
was followed by marked elaboration in the artistic develop
ments of the local mints-due either to the more cultivated 
taste of t;he northern sovereigns, or to the superior excel
lence of their foreign workmen; still, associated with these 
mechanical ameliorations, no effort seems to have been made 

1 Average weight of four specimens, 316 grains. 
a Narn61 was celebrated for its copper mines and mints. See infra, p. 416. 
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by these Chaghatai kings to assimilate their system of 
coinage to the wants of their new subjects. The inten
tion, in this regard, appears rather to have been to force 
upon the conquered country the style of coin and scheme of 
exchange in use in the distant kingdoms whence the invaders 
came. This exotic system, owing, however, to causes other 
than any default of its own, was doomed to be but short
lived, inasmuch as Shir Shah soon sat in the place of 
Humaytin; and, with the advantages of his individual local 
experience and clear administrative capacity, quickly re
constructed the currency upon the most comprehensive 
basis; and when this operation is followed out into its 
nicer shades, we are satisfied that as the abundance of his 
coins now extant attests the magnitude and settled nature of 
his power, so do the numerous geographical records they dis
play assure us of the unusual completeness of his subjects' 
recognition of his sway. 

Foremost among Shir Shah's monetary improvements 
stands the supercession of the use of the time-honoured, 
though most indeterminate, admixture ot silver and copper, 
and the employment in lieu thereof of avowedly simple metals 
-a cursory glance at any cabinet of the coins of the later 
PatM.n mooarchs will satisfy the inquirer of the interminable 
abuses a coinage composed of mixed metals of unequal value 
was subject to under the administration of careless work .. 
men, unscrupulous rulers, and seldom severely honest mint 
officials; were there no other object in view, this motive alone 
would suffice to prove the policy of the changes introduced. 

The authoritative remodelling of the coinage effected at 
this period appears from internal evidence to have been 
accompanied by a revision and readjustment of the relative 
values of the lower metals of silver and copper. 
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There are no data to show at what exact rat~ silver ex
changed against gold in the time of Shir Shah; but we have 
been able approximately to determine the ratio in 725 A.H. 

as 7 or 8 to 1 (p. 235 ante); and Akbar's official enumera
tion of the weights and relative values of his gold and silver 
coins demonstrates, beyond a doubt, that silTer in his day 
stood to gold as 9'4 to 1. 

AbUl. Fad's casual allusion to certain additional details of 
Shir Shah's coin system, in illustration of that adopted by 
his own master, throws much light on our present inquiry, 
and with the aid of the test the coins themselves supply, 
permits of our forming a fairly approximate idea of the 
ruling scale of the more common monetary exchanges. 

I have previously assumed,. from existing specimens of the 
silver money of Shlr Shah, that the original mint standard 
of these pieces was calculated at an average weight of 178 
grains, if n,ot more. .AbU! Fazl's statement on the poin.t, 
scrutinized more critically than heretofore, affords a sin~ 
larly close confirmation of this inference. I find it recorded 
in no less than four excellent eopies of the original Persian 
.Kfn-i Akbari, that the rupee of Akbar, which was avowedly 
based upon that of Shir Shah, weighed 111 inashas; the same 
weight (expressed in distinct words) is assigned in these 
YSS. to Akbar's Jalali, which is confessedly identical in 
value with the former. I mention this prominently, as 
Gladwin in his translation (i. pp. 34, 31, etc.) has given 111 
mashas as the weight of these two coins;. and Prinsep (Useful 
Tables, p. 19), in accepting Gladwin's figures, was led to 
place the weight of the old rupee at nearly four grains below 
its true standard} 

1 .Kin-i Alban, Calcutta edition, 400., 1783. I take this opportunity of 
noticing some further errors of Gladwin's original MSS. in connenon with this 
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There is some doubt as to the precise weight we havo to 
allow to the ma,I,a, which varied considerably in different 
parts of India. Prinsep has determined the Dehli md&ha to 
be 10'0 grains (Useful Tables, pp. 19, 20); and admitting this 
estimate, the result shows that Shir Shah', rupee ought to 

have weighed 178'20 gram. of what was estecmed pure sUver. 
The assignment of 10'0 grains to the Shir ShAM maaluJ 

is equally well borne out in the test afforded by Akbar'. own 
coins. In order to avoid the very probable error of mis
taking the identical class, among three but little varying 
denominations of the gold coinage, to which any given apeci
men within our reach should belong, I confine my reference 
to the silver money of Akbar, which, though differing in it. 
various mintages, in types and legends, was prcserved 
intact, uniform in weight and value. Marsden has contri
buted an example (No. DeCCXXlV.) of a square Jalali of this 
PMshah weighing 176'0 grains. Had the offi~ial tolah at 
this time been fixed at 180 grains, this coin would virtually 
contain four grains more than the la.w required; 88 it is, even 
allowing for wear, it shows a return of 10-3 grains to each 
of the 11i mdshas of 10-0 grains, which should, under the 
higher scale of weights, originally have constituted its 
specific total on issue from the mint. 

The adoption of this 10'5 grain mdsha, as a standard, neces
sitates a concurrent recognition of a proportionately increased 
weight in the tolan as then in use; we can scarcely suppose 
the twelve md8has composing the tolall, to have aggregated 
186 grains, while the tolan, itself remained at the 180 grain. 
modern usage has assigned to it. We have fortunately at 

subject-i. p. 31, under Dalai, U lor 12 mcllluu 131 rultr"," read " 12 mal"Q, 
1 t ruttet.;" and lor "is in value 12 rtlpetI," read "10 rupeea." At p. 37, 
line 10, for" 121 md,,,fU," read "111 mdlluu." 
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hand a seQOJ;ld ~eans of prqving the question in the ultimate 
determination of the intrinsic contents of the pieces consti,. 
tuting the lower CUfrency of the period, and the result will 
be found to show sufficient confirmation of the theory which 
has ~~ady placed the mas,ha of Shir Shah at 15'0 and the 
tolah at 186 grains troy. Forty ddm$ of copper, we are told, 
were in Akbar's tUne equivalent in a~count, and ordinttrily 
in actual e~change, 1 to one rupee; and the ddm of copper 
is itself defined. at five tan~J or one tolah eight maskas. and 
seven r(Ltis in. weight. The measure of value. thus specified is 
likewise distinctly stated to have been a continuatiqu of a 
previo\Wy existing species of money, which, at the lIlament 
whell Abul F{l.zl wrote, went by the name of ddm. There 
call be bqt little hesitatioll in adIJritting, almost prima Ja((l:e 
on the evidEilnce available, that the copper pieces classed 
under Nos, 3M, 358, were the identical coins of Shir Shah, 
to which the succeeding dams of Akl;>ar were assi~ted; 
or, in othe:r words, that th~y were ill weight ~nd val\lEil 
(whatever their name) the ddms of the Afghan Sultan, It i~ 
a nicer point to determine the precise contents in g~ains 
attending the professed .mint issue of these coins i but first 
taking the figures now proposed for masha& and tolahs, we 
obtain from. one tolah eight mashas and 'sE)ven ratis, at 186 
grains per tolah, a sum of 323'0625 grains; and then testing 
this return of the actual present weight of extant coins~ we 
obtain a very reasona~ly close approximation to our figu:red 
result, It is true that the general average of the 'Various 
existing provincial coins of this class, minted during th~ 
reigns of Shir Shah and his Afghall successors, would neces .. 
sarily run somewhat below the rate of 323'5 grains; Q~t w~ 
have to allow Po considerable pef-centage fo:r loss by we~r 

l See above, p. ~60. 
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in such heavy coins, composed, as they were, of copper, 
which metal would always continue more freely current, and 
consequently suffer far more from the abrasion incident to 
frequent transfers, than the more carefully guarded and less 
readily exchanged silver or gold. However 'We may, with
out claiming too much margin on these grounds, fairly con· 
aider ourselves within the mark in identifying the general 
series of coins under review as having originally an inten
tional standard of 323·5 grains, inasmuch as we can at this 
time produce several specimens of the coinage weighing 322 
grains, and in one instance, of a lliss{n coin, we can reckon no 
less than the large overplus of 329 grains. Added to this, 
we have the indirect evidence of Ferishtah that in his day 

there was a palsa! (or fixed weight P J~) which was rated at 
11 tolahs, which, at 186 grains the tolah, gives the close 
though higher return of 324·5 grains. 

At the same time, it would be impossible to reduce per 
contra the coins which furnish our means of trial to any
thing like so Iowa general average as would admit of 314 
grains (or the produce of the simple 180 grains lolah) being 
accepted as the normal issue weight. 

The later and more ample investigations which have sug
gested themselves during the progress of this enlarged. 
work on "The Chronicles of the Path an Kings of Dehli," 
bear out, in a remarkable manner, the accuracy of the 
results previously obtained from Shir Shah's extant coins. 
Now that we have ascertained the precise application of 
the term tank, as distinguished from tankal, or any other 
misleading association, we are able to check the return 
obtained. from the definition of the weight of the cldm as 
one tolah eight md8has and seven ralis (which produces a 
total of 323·5625 grains); by the second estimate of five 
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tanks, a. weight which Babar himself defines as 32 rali8 1 

[or 56 grains], and which crops up under the palpable and 
tangible form. of the medireval representatives of the old 
pura'!'a in the present series (Nos. 102, 108, 118, et 8eq.). 
This latter calculation produced a. return of 280 grains 
(56x5), which -proved to be the exact amount required to 
constitute the old paisa, forty of which went to the 175 
grain silter tankah, giving a grand total of 11,200 grains 
of copper to 175 of silver, or at the exchange rate of the 
two metals of 64 to 1. 

We need not subject the old copper lank to any tests or 
trials by the new copper standard, as the value of that 
metal in reference to silver was avowedly altered from 
the rate obtaining when the coined lank or pura'!'a first 
constituted the secondary authoritative and corrective mea
sure. And here we are forced to encounter another sup
posed difficulty: we have seen that allowance had to be 
made for the increased weight of the masha consequent 
upon the ad vance on the rate of the lolah and rupee; but 
the question of the rati did not form part of the then leading 
argument, but by parity of reasoning, this weight must 
equally have felt the change, and hence we find that as 
the old ratl of the early Pathans stood at 1'75 grains, so 
the revised raU under Shlr Shah and Akbar rose to 1'9375 
grains (186+96); or by the dam test, 323'5625+167 [the 
number of ratis in a dam] to 1'9375,-a solution which will 
reconcile the difficulty heretofore experienced in the admis
sion of the correctness of my independently devised estimate 
of the weight of the ancient raW' 

J Page 222 IInte. 

I Gen. Cunningham (Jour. As. Soc. Bengal, 1866, p. 46), proposed to correct 
my estimate of 1'76 into 1'8229, making the eighty ratiB, which is rather a 
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The exchange rate 01 copper and silver in Shfr Shah', time 
would appear from these returns to have ranged at 80mething 
over 72'6 to 1 (178'25+ 1294'25 [i.e. 323'0625 X 40] =72'60).1 

THIRTY-SEVENTH KING (A.H. 952-960; A.D. 1545-15(2). 

'Xdil Khan, the eldest 80n, had been nominated as the suc
cessor to the throne of Shfr Shah. J alaI Khan, the younger 
brother, however, taking advantage of his absence from the 
capital at the time of the death of their father, assumed the 
imperial dignity under the title of Islam Shah; and not long 
afterwards, 'Xdil Khan made a formal resignation of his 
birthright, and saluted Islam Shah as Sultdn, simultaneously 
accepting, for his own portion, the Jdgir of DUma. Event
ually, seeing cause to distrust the good faith of his brother, 
'Xdil fled to Mewat, and went into open revolt. This futile 
effort was quickly crushed by the Sultan, and 'Xdil took 

standard weight, equal to 146'832 graina. This calculation ia reproduced, aDd 
the inference reiterated by the General in his article, "On the Indian Prince 
Sophytes," in the Numismatic Chronicle (October, 1866, p, 230); and he further 
extends his comparisons to the ancient puncA-marked thirty-two ratI PNrd,U, 

two [exceptional] specimens ot ~bich he has found to wei,h as much 81 66'6 
grams each, marking an excess of half a grain upon my extreme limit, I should 
not be disposed to allow this fact to disturb my previous determination of the 
standard of 66 grains, as the accrement of the balf grain in lOch rare inatancel 

might be due to many extraneous causes; indeed, I .bould rather argue from the 
General's own data, the result of which he specifies 81 "out of 186 specimens," 
ten ouly weighed" above 65 graina," that my maximum of 66 was preferable to 
his of 6~. Mr, N. S. Maskelyne estimated the raU of Bihar'. time at 1'862-1'80, 
the basis of his calculations being HDmiydn's dismond.-1.R.A..S. 1866, p.162. 

1 CoL W. Anderson made his return 70: 1.-Prinsep, Useful Tables, p. 22. 
He seems, however, to haTe worked out his totala frOIll the mere text 01 the JIn-i 
Akbari, without the all-important check of coill weightl. 



ISLAM: SHAH.' 411 

refuge in Bihar, where all traces of his: eventual fate are lost. 
This outbreak was followed by a rebellion in the Punjab, 
under 'Xzim Humayun, which was for the time subdued by 
the defeat of the insurgents. The rest of the reign of Islam. 
was disturbed by repeated insurrections, and during this period 
he had to reckon-no less than three remarkable escapes from 
assassination. He died in 960 A.H. 

No. 359 (pI. v. fig. 190). Silver. Weight, 168 grs. Common. 

A.H. 952, 953, 954, 955, 956, 957, 958, 959, 960. 

Ohver81-Square area, ~I J"....,; ~ 4,m ~I All ~ 

Ab3.bakr the true, 'Umar the disc.erning, 'Usman the 

defender, 'Ali the chosen. 

Rever8s-Area, ~l)f ill... ~\ ~ CJ'1L ~~~ cr.' r~ rL\ 

~~lfmff 

Margin, f"v*- J"'W\ CJ\hW\~\y,\ ~,pl\J ~...\ll J~ 

1 The I,:)~' "The defender," "patron." also "servant," is a somewhat doubt. 

ful reading, as on many coins there seems to be a dot over the third letter, making 

it l:J;J\. Marsden has given this word as CJ~" but the best cut specimens 

of Islfl.m's mintage display the medial tor t in its perfect shape. The proper 

word is I,:) ~ \. Islf1m's coins are very dubious in their orthography in other 

respects, the cr.1 being frequently written cr. ' and the ~ SMhi being used 

indiscriminately with mf~ Shabi, _ 
The same uncertain method of expressing the Devanflgart equivalent of the 

Persian name of b l.:.' ~ 8kir 8Mk is also to De seen in its full defects on the 

coins of that prince. 
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No. 360. ::Marsden, DCCXLIT. 

Varieties-Agrah, 952. 
" Gwalior, 952, (953), 957. 
" Satgabn, 951, 952, 953. 
" Shalf.lf.-i Dakar, 953. 959. 
" Other dates, 956, 958, 960. 

Square areas • 

.u..J\ ~\ 4-1\ ~ ~, )~ r'--' 

Seal of Solomon. 

Margin-The names and titles 

of the four companions. 

~thL. .W ;,.. ...... _ ..... , 

Aj \bL J ill.. Wl \ oll.> 

\i\' ~WI1f 'GTt 

::Margin-~~' J ~~, JL:

i~Y~~'f.\ 
Some examples vary the Hindi orthography of the name of Is16.m to 

~iJf ~qm:r q, etc. 

No. 3600. A half piece of this type. Weight, 84'5 gte. 

No. 361. Silver. Weight, 171 grs. New variety. (My cabinet.) 
SharlfaMd, .&..JI. 953. 

Circular areas. 

The Ealimah. 

lrargin-~~ ..;¥ fiy,' 

JiJW\ ~\bW' ~ 

~\bL ,t:, rl..1 

,L.!, .... ...J\ .r-""' ~ 

oll.> ~\ \, L ... 

UL.& " 
Margin-f.' ~.l1\J ~~1 J~ 

, or' "'~~r- (y~)~l 

'Ji\' (41 .. (If m1:l 
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No.,361a. Similar coin, without any mint record. Dated 952 A.X. 

No. 362. Silver. Square coin. Weight, 172 and 178 grs. 
A..X. 954, 956. Col. Stacy. 

Obver88-The Kalimali. 

1l8Ver8l-~ oJC ill.. Al.\1 ~ ~UL ~\.!a ~ ~\ ~\.!a ~L\ 
[l!(T] (~(!(tif 

No. 363. Copper. Weight, 315 grs. A.X. 952, 953, 954, 955, 
956, 957, 958, 959. 

06vsr,~-' oJC ~\.i~\ c$~\ ~lsJl r.e~1 ~ ~ 

Rever88-~ ~, ~ w\kL ~\.!a r. I:i.' b\.!a r-L\.fo.J' y.' 
No. 364. Copper. Weight, 38 grs. 

Pbvsr8~-~UL A~ ~ NU rL1 

Rever,e-J..3W' ~1.)1 ~ 

No. 364a. Small coin. Shirgarh. A.H. 953. 

U. inscription of the time of Islam SMh, A.H. 952, on 'Imad ul 

Malik's Well at DehIi. 

~\y.\ ~U, ~\kL C)t..j, ~)..3 ~)\~)'~' r. 
c$\ 6J} ~ cliUL J dL. ~I ~ ~\kL NU ~ ..:r. IU ~L' 

~~ ur cl.J\ ..3~ ~ ~'J,....J OJ. .ij'~~ Nt;.

J ~\ 4:-J J ~..3 ~..rd>- ~~I~ ~} )37 ~I¥ 

Nos. 35 and 61, Syud Ahmad's Asar-us-Sunnadeed. ~~.J ~ 
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v. Second Inscription of the time ot IsIam Sh&b, .l.lL 958, on 

'ImM ul Yalik's Bdoli at Dehli. 

J I~ ~ ct:....).J ~~.J 1t.).J I~ J "')J~~' .).!. rW • • 
~t.J.).J ~,~~ I~.J JJ""J ~ ~ t:JI"'~ ~ 

I.J'~'-! ~ J' C1!.J ,.j.J~ I~ ,t!. ~ l:i It!. rL1 J.Jk 

..,),4 J)~ 'J.:.! ~} )~l ~\¥ u,r ~\ .J~ ~''> 
Nos. 34 and 60, Syud Ahmad" Aaar-us-Sunnadeed. • • ..:,..~6 .J~~' 

There is also a short inscription, dated, in Persian, .l.n. 954, on 
'lsa KMn'sl[a~barah.-Syud Ahmad' • .A.s8.r-n .. Sunnadeed. 

The public buildings, for which Islam SMh'" reign is remarkable, 
are the Fort or Selim Ourh, marked B on the accompanying plan of 
Dehli, and the extensive fortress of Yank6t or Yanghar (320 37' N, 
740 55' E.), 76 miles N, of Amritsir. 

THIRTY-EIGHTH, TmRTY-NINTlI, AND FORTIETH KI~GS, 

The historical events of the reigns of the three kings, who 
represent the obscuration of the Path an dynasty of Dehli, 
are so interwoven with one another that it may be con
venient to notice them in concert. On Islam Shah's death, 
his son, Firu.z Khan, a boy of tweln years of age, was for 
the moment elevated to the throne of his father, only to be 
quickly disposed of by Mubariz Khan, a nephew of Shlr 
Shah, who thereupon usurped the sovereignty under the title 
of Muhammad ' ~dil Shah. Equally infamous and igno~nt, 
the self-elected Sultan entrusted the direction of his kingdom 
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to one Hfm.u (a lJindu, accused by his enemies of having 

once been a shopkeeper); fortunately, the individual thus 
selected was as capable, as he subsequen.tly proved himself 
true, and for the time he loyally upheld the fortunes of the 

monarch he served. The Sultan's singular tendency to re
sw:he Jdgirs and other governmental estates from the parties 
in possession, and ~ transfer them to new nominees, ap
parently without any further object than to show his power 
so to do, led to an attack upon his person in open Darbar, 
from which a hasty and undignified :Bight but narrowly 
saved him. In 961 A.H., 'so serious a rebelli<m "Was organized 

that the nlonarch was obliged to march. against the insur
gents in person, when he attacked and routed them near 

Chunar. Shortly after this, IbraMm sUr," .Kdil's cousin and 
brother-in-law, revolted, and obtained possession of Dehli 

and Agrah, obliging '.Kdil Shah to confine himself to the 

eastern portions of his dominions. No soone:r~ however, had 
IbraMm seated himself on his newly-erected throne, than 

another competitor started -up in the person or Ahmad, a 

nephew of SMr Shah .. who, under the designation of'Sikandar 
Shah, assumed royal honours, and defeating IbraMm, suc
ceeded to the rulership of his lately-acquired territories. In 
the mean time, Muhammad Khan GUria, governor of Bengal, 
disavowed allegiance to Muhammad' .Kdil, but was eventually 
vanquished and slain by Himu. Prior to this last action, 
Humayu.n, operating in another direction, had ;repossessed 
himself of Agrah and Dehli, and thus, in acquiring Sikandar's 
provinces, found himself in direct antagonism with Muham
mad' Xdil. Hfmu, hearing of the death of Humayu.n, which 
occurred about this time, and leaving his master in safety at 
Chunar, advanced upon Agrah, which he entered unopposed, 
and thence proceeded to Dehli, where he·overcame Tirdi Beg, 
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the Mughal. governor. He next prepared for a march on 
Lahor, but was met on the plain of Paniput by Dahram, the 
guardian of the young prince Akbar, and defeated and slain, 
after a display of considerable valour. 'Kdil Shah continued 
to reign in his eastern dominions till he was killed, in 964 
A.H., in an encounter with Dahadur Shah, a pretender to the 
throne of Bengal. 

MUHAMMAD ~DIL. 

No. 365 (pI. v. fig. 194). Silver. Weight, 174 grs. Rare. 
A.H. 961,963. One specimen struck at Narn61' 

06v6"6-Square area, ~\ J,...) ~ ~\ 1\ 41\ J 

R6v6r,,-Square area, ,'\ &. ~\ ~.;.. C)\hl... ,\.:. J.,)~ ~ 

Margins illegible. 
'.!.iT ~ 1:11 ~rl Jlahamad SoA. 

No. 366. Copper. Weight, 322 grs. Rare. 
A..H. 961, 962, 963, 964. 

ObV6"6-&' .ill\ ~ C)\hl... ~\.:. ~ fo.J\,y,' 
Rm"6-" \ C)IJ~' ~~, ~\.sJ'~l\ ~ ~ 

No. 367. Copper. Similar coina struck at GwaIior. 
A..H. 961, 962, 963, 964. 

IBRKHrM SUR. 

No. 368. Copper. Damaged coin. Mr. FreeUng'. cabinet. 

ObfJ6rB6- * * * -' ~..r.'.foJ \ ,y,' 
* * 

I Narn61 is a district N.W. of Agrab, and in Akbar'. time comprised aeventen 

m/lAd", with au area of 20,80,046 lJigluu. The capital is situated" in !at 2SO 0' 
N., long. 700 62' E., 86 miles S.W. from tbe city of Debll. It i. a place of COlI

siderable antiquity, but now greatly reduced iu Bize." .Ab6.1 Fazl mentioUl that 
this _"dl was celebrated for ita copper J!lines, and mint. Wert establisbed in 
TarioUi localities for the imp1ediate production of com.-&:in-j • .Akb.ri, ii. 48, and 
iii. ·is; Hamilton'. Hind11stan, i. 401; and p, 403 IJ1JtL 
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SIKANDAR. 

No. 369 (pl. v. fig. 197). Sih'er. Weight, 175 gr~nft[~ 
A.H.962. 

mver8e-Square area, Al..!1 JJ"") ~ ~I ~\ 4.11 ~ 

Reveru-~ , r * * * .JJ"" ~U .Jd..., ~thL 
Margins illegible. 

No. 370. Copper. Weight, 35 grs. Rare. A.H.962. 

Ower86-.Jd..., ~\bL 

RelJer8e-~ \bL A~.J~ 

The subjoined coin is somewhat out of place in the presel!t 
series, which professes to limit itself to purely Pathan times; 
but the design of the piece identifies itself curiously with 
the prior mintages of Shfr Shah and the succeeding types 
accepted by Akbar. (Stewart's Bengal, p. 147.) 

JALA:L SHA:H OF BENGAL. 

No.371. Silver. Weight, 170 grs. Unique. JajpUr, A.H. 96d. 

Square areas. 

Margin~ cJ.!.~ p'~1 

~ L:)u:' ~~ y\b;... 

d.~ lk:- ~Uz-L 

loS·\.C ~U ~ .. ') 

~ ,,, ill,. Al..!1 .ll:;.. 

~Tot~~mU 

Margin-
,0..> 6-- 1....,). ~\;.~" 1 ..J.;Y" • • 'r .r-w ~ 

27 
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AKBAR'S COINAGE. 

I do not propose to include in the pages of this work any 
extended notice of the coins or Akbar, but there are many 
details in the practical working of his mints, of which we 
have an unusually full and complete record, under the hand 
of his minister, AbUl Fazl, that specially illustrate the 
antecedent developments of the coinages of his predeces
sors. His fiscal theories, whether in the elaboration of pure 
revenue accounts, or the subordinate adjustments of scales 
and weights, confessedly followed local standards, and, as 
such, may be said essentially to belong to the prior period. 
As bearing upon this transitional epoch, four points of 
interest present themselves-I. The remodelled and re
constructed coinage itself, with its singularly complicated 
adaptations to minor and pre-existent subdivisions of the 
currency. II. The more general question of the relative 
values of the precious metals at the moment, which forms 
a curious item in the exchanges of the Eastern world. 
ITI. The very complete scheme of Seigniorage in recognized 
operation as between the State and the bullion merchant. 
IV. The geographical distribution of the provincial mints, 
which necessarily followed, in more or less completeness, 
the ancient traditions of the land. 

L COINS OF AKBA.R. 

GOLD. 
NAKL WEIGHT. V.lLU •• 

Tolaha. M48hu. Bau.. 

1. ~ SihamaA •••• 101 9 7= 100L'a11a1atimuharuUO 

rupees each = 1,000 ru
pees, or 40,000 tldml. 
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N.AlIlI. WBlGK'l'. 

Tolaha. lI:£shu. BatiB. 

2. Smaller variety of No. 1. 9l 8 0=100 rouM meJ&ari atU ma
,'''''' of gold or 9 rupees 
each = 900 rupees or 
36,000 tldma. 

3. ~)~ •••••• 

4. wT 4tmaTa •••••• 

5. ~ Binsl" • •••• 

= 1 of Nos. 1 or 2, as their 

individual contents may 
indicate. 

=1 of No. 1. 

= f of No.1. Similar coins, 

ofHcially declared of the 
lower values of .1-, n, 
n, and ~ of No. 1. 

6. ~ J.}P.- ChaAdr G6iAaA 3 0 51 = 30 rupees. Stated in the 

(i.,. square). text to be -r!o of No.1, 

but seemingly nearer the 

proportion of -/0. 

7. k- CAugul • •••••• 2 9 0::;:3 rouM mUMn (No. 10). 

at 9 rupees each = 27 
rupees. Recorded in the 
official summary as 7ft 
ofN o. 2, though in actual 
value more like the pre
vious fraction of -h. 

8. ,-::-J\ IlaM ••••••• 

9. ~\::.j' .A.jt4.1Ji 

1 2 41 = 12 rupees. 

12 11= 10 rupees. ThesquareL'al 

1 aIm is stated to be 
identical in weight and 
Talue. (The standard 

equivalent of 400 tid"".) 
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NAlUI. WBIGHT. V.un. 
Tolahl. JUahu. Ratla. 

911' ~I~~ L'al Jalali 1 0 11=400 dam" or 10 rupees. 
(Old), The extra weight beyond 

that allowed in the new 
coin, No.9, is probably 
due to the lower degree 
of fineness of the gold, I 
which was confcssedly 
1es8 pure, guoatl its metal, 
than the new coins issued 
from Akbar's better or
ganized mints. 

10. d J ~ , ...4.tll Gutkala 11 0 = 9 rupees. Also known as 

the ordinaryrountl muhar, 
in value 360 ddm,.· 

Most of these latter coins have minor subdivisions of t, i, t,··1-, n, VIT' 

Marsden has several gold coins weighing as much IlS 168 grains, 
which.may be supposed to correspond with the rountl muhar, No. 10, 
whose full issue weight would have been (15·.5X 11)=170'5 groins. 
Among the rest, he has a Mihrd6i, No. DCCCVllI., 1661 grains, And 
there are pieces, Nos. DCCCXVIII. and Dcccnx., ot 187'5 grains, and 
No. DcccnTI. of 188'0 grains, which are all very close upon the 
weight required for No.9. 

1 Calcutta text, p. 27; Gladwin, i. 37; Blochmanllt p. 32. Ther. is 10m. 
obscurity in this passage. Gladwin'. text gaTe a weight of 1.0.131. My Dehli 
MSS. all concur in the figures 1.0.1{, and accord with the weight adopted in the 
Calcutta text. Under these circumstances, the traIlBlation of the context u "of 
the greatest degree of fineness," or .. quite pure," must be modified to Juit the 

facts. The original passage runs in my Dehl;i MSS.-~ J ~b:- ~ J,,' 
.)~ J ~) t.... J tr ~J ~i ~ L:.1)J • VO"t:...:.J) rt ~~ 

r"" oW )4.;-~ (var. J..~) J~ 
I Also called under other forms, JIinrdbi and Jru{nl. 
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SnoVER.. 

~.v Rupu (round)l = 11 maaAas 4 ratia. 

~~ Jaldlall (square) = 11 mdaAas 4 rat.8. 

421 

Sllbdivisions-y)~ .DarlJ, i; l:.!T.'"" OMNI, t; Jot ~ PanrJu, of; 
~, A8Ar, t; L~ .Dasa, ~; liS', Kala, oft; J ~ Sulci, -h. 

The old .Akbar SMhi round rupee was estimated. at 39 JamB. 
The above coins were the revised representatives of 40 clam8.s 

COPPER. 

r'~ .Dam = 1 tolall 8 ma8Aa8 '1 ratia, or about 323'5625 grains of 

copper (estimating the rati at 1'9375 grains). 

~.Jl AclMlall = half a adm. 

~,~ Paulall = a quarter of a clam. 

"':!.re.J .Damri= one-eighth of a clam. 

The numismatic world in Europe was greatly excited a 

short time ago by the discovery of a Bactrian coin of Eukra
tides (B.C. 185), in gold,3 of the unusual weight of 2593'5 

1 Inscription. O~""6-AlL::-- ~ ~\ .ill, 
llev"._Date. 

2 To show how completely the ddm was understood to form tlitJ unit or standard 
in all exchanges, it may be noticed. in addition to the theoretical evidence quoted 
above, as to the adj ustment of the coinage in the higher metals to the more com
prehensive totals in ddma, that, practically, the dam was the ready money of prince 
and peasant. AMI Fazl relates that a Aror of ddm:r was kept ready for gifts, etc., 
within the palace, "every thousand of which is kept in bags." Bernier mentions 
the continuation, even to Aursngzeb's time, of the same custom of having bags 
of 1000 ddma ready for distribution. His words are-" et leur fait douner sur 
l'heure un sac de Peyssas, ce qui vient A environ cinquante francs" (ii. p. 65). 

3 This piece is highly finished in some of its artistic details, but is crude and 

imperfect in other respects. The difiiculty of driving the high relief of the 
obverse die liomtJ is curiously illustrated by the palpable reapplication of that die, 
and a second resort to the hammer; but, in the process, the reverse die, which 
was less deep in its engraved surface, had been disregarded and shifted half way 
round, 80 that the second impression nearly obliterates the first, but still the 

former has left traces, in the texture of the gold, of the previous impact. The. 
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grains, constituting, in the Greek scheme, a twentV·8tater piece, 
or n talent. Is is curious that the Greeks should 80 early 
have adapted themselves to Eastern notions ot bullion and 
ingots, although they reduced. the crude lump ot metal to 
the classic form in which it now exists. This numismatic 
precedent introduces us appropriately to the massive medals 
of Akbar's mints. There was an idea abroad at one time 
that these Sihansah coins were merely occasional pieces, struck 
more for vanity sake than for real utility; but the number 
of specimens found ready prepared amid Akbar's reserved. 
treasures, 1 and the continuity of their issue by succeeding 

medal presented no particular novelty, luch II Ihould enhance ita value to a numiJ. 
matist, except its weight, II the type of the helmeted head of the king and the 
Dioscuri ,.etJer86 were sufliciently common. The coin is now in the Biblioth~que in 
Paris. See M. Chaboulet, Revue Numismatique, 1867, p. 382; Gen. Cunningham, 
Numismatic Chronicle, 1869, p. 220; Wilson' • .Ariana Antiqua, pI. iii. figs. 1-3; 
Prinsep's Essays, ii. 185, etc. 

~~ .L:a~~ IS L\:;.. J-! )J} )~ J ~J))JJ lJ ~~ I 

~ crt ~t:..u J dJ-..r.= &.j)1k k..:i;;; crt IJ Jy, Itlj'~ .. y... 

4!;J )J})~ J .~ Jy, ~ ~ ~ J ..:.IJ-~ ~ 
-Ferishtah, Bombay Lithographed Persian text, i. p. 617. 

That is to aay-n. 10,00,00,000' Alii rupees (NOI. 132-13t, 'uprd). 
" " I. 1,000,00,00,000. Special gold Huharl (or .quare Val 

lalfLlia, No.9 of Akbar'. OW" coiDa). 
" " 1:. 10 tnaIII of uncoined gold. 

" " d. 70" " " silver. 
" " ,.. 60 " II " copper. 
" " J. 6,000,00,00,000 ta,,"aA. (P copper). 

Briggs', translation (ii. p. 281) varies lome ot these itema; (or instance, I it giveD 
U 1 "ror only, and is associated with the '..4.14. of the opening aentmee. 

Khfl.fi Khu's enumeration, in the Muntakhab al Lubib, is II fol.lcrn:-

~ ~ ~'ti.r-' ~,.,... .l:..:,jj ~!i>- ~r ~ J' ~l;J ~J' 
'J,} .~, ~y. ~r.-ye ~¥-).J ~~,.}~ ~.i ~~ \i~; ~)' 
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kings, 1 seems to indicate that they were consistently designed 

'"to serve for the purposes of larger payments, such as our 
civilized age recognizes in one hundred pound notes, etc. 

Moreover. there was clearly a great temptation to the pro

duction of such single pieces when the State or the Sovereign 
himself, as will presently be shown, could realize the seignior

age of 5} per cent., or from .£5 103. to £27 10,~., by each 
application of the royal dies. 

, .u ,.J J ~\... 1.J.)\p,-- J I~ , ~l. .r.,»)~~!b ~~, J ~ 
~)y. ~ ~ .,)\:.i:, , ~ , dJ.- ;:i: ~Jl, ~ J.J J .,)W 

.J}! .r"rJ)% ~1J.J,j w J' ~ ~ ~ ?'r.I.:f'ra r'->. 
-Calcutta Pemian text, i. p. 243. The printed Persian text is obscure. The MS. 
of the Royal As. Soc., No. 77, xcviii., slightly improna the run of the sentence. 

•. No definite specification is given, except the general reference to Goltt 
:Mnhara of tA,.. varying standards (8, 9, 10, .Akbar's aeriel? whose 
weighbl are erroneously given as 11, 13, and 14 mdlAG.t), and an allusion 
to the massive gold pieces of 100 16141&& and IIptoarcW to 600 tola1&&. 

J. 10,00,00,000 rupees. 
•• 272 filii,.. crude gold. 

tI. 370" " silver. 
g. 1 filii" of aelectedjewela, valued at 3,00,00,000 rupees. 

R. Hawkins also speaks of 20,000 gold pieces, of 1,000 rupees each, and 60,000 
silver pieces of "Selim Sha of 100 Toles a piece," as existing in JahriD..,oir"s 
treasury.-Purcba.. i. 217. 

1 .. There is a giU copper cast of a Gold Muhar of ShUt Jahin, dated Shah
jaMnfl.bad, 1064 ~ in the Asiatic Society's Collection at the India Mnaenm, 
measuring 61 inches in diameter, and weighing in ita representative metal 2 lha. 

1 oz. 7 dr. The original gold medal itself is folly described by Richardson, in bia 
Pemian Dictionary (edition 1829, p. 840), where !' is stated to have weighed 
.. above 70 ounces," being , inches in diameter, and "4, lines in thickness." III 
ita legend it purports to represent a piece of 200 mun.rr,.-4. There is a silver medal 
at Dresden of Aurangzeb, minted at Shahjahbftbad in the tenth year of his 
reign, 4,'4, inches in diameter. which weighs 6 Salon lba.=Ii-lii46lba. English • 
.. Kehr," U Aurenkseb," Lipsire. 1726. See also :Marsden, pp. 641. 

The Persian monarchs also issued large pieces in silver. Marsden, No. DLVI., 
p. 466, gives a coin of Husain SMh (A.ll. 1121) weighing 4,,983 grains; and 
Prinaep has descrIbed a piece of the same monarch (A.B. 1118) weighing 844'3 
grains.-J our • .A.a. Soc. Bengal, 1838, p. Uii~ 
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II. From this summary ot the minted coins or Akbar, as 
distinguished from the fanciful intercbanges of names and 
terms applied to one and the same piece or mell8ure of value, 
which have needlessly puzzled modern commentators, we 
may pass to the higher consideration of ratios of gold and 
silver, as proved by the rate of exchange formulated for the 
two metals in the practical mechanical departmcnt of the 
mint, and simultaneously promulgated in official language 
as the accepted rate of exchange. 

AbU! Fazl's copious and somewhat tedious statistics may 
be concentrated in their leading results as follows :-

No.1. The massive piece, the Sihansah, of the above table, in value 
100 L'ol JaIaJ.is, gives a return of weight ingold of lolali,101, 
ma8ka8 9, raei, 7 = 1000 'ilver rupees: 18328:: 172,500 
(172'0 X 100 X 10): 1: :9'4118. 

No.2. The second or lower Sihansah, of 100 round multar" pro
duces a similar rcsult. Weight in gola, tolaA, 91, mallia' 8 

=900 Ba1ver rupees: 16500:: 155250' (172'5 X 100 X 9): 1 
: :9'409. 

No.6. Wcight in gold, tolak, 3, ma8Aa, 0, rati, 51=30 rupees or 
111 ma8ka8 each: 549'84:: 172'5 X 30 (5175'O): 1::94118. 

No, 7. Weight in gold, tolahs 2, maBlia, 9=27 rupees: 495: : 172 5 X 
27 (4657'5): 1: :9'409. 

No.8, Weight in gold, tolak 1, ma8ka, 2, ralil 41=12 rupees: 
218'90: :172'5 X 12 (2070'0): 1: :9'4563. 

No.9. Weight in gold, ma8Aa812, raei, 11=10 rupees:183'28:: 
172'5 X 10 (1725'0): 1: :9'4118. 

No. 10. 'A.d! Gutkah, orRoundlInhar, also called lIihrabi. Weight 

in gold, 11 ma8lia8=9 rupees: 165::172 5x9 (1552'5): 1 
:: 9'40909. 
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These estimates are made upon the bases of the ordinary 
tolan of 180 grains, the masna of 15 grains, and the rati of 
1'875 grains. The question of corresponding values in the 
English or any other scale need not affect the parallel result.l 

1 I gave more prominence to the above calculations, and even tested anew my 

earlier returns by the independent totals a1forded by the larger sums originally 
omitted, because the obvious result of gold being to silver as one to 9'4, had been 
called in question by an official of the Calcutta. mint (a. Dr. Shekleton), who, 

however, while unable either to correct my data, or to produce any possible 
evidence against my conclusions, ventured to affirm that" 9'4 to one is a relative 

value of gold to suver, which never could really have existed" (Jour. As. Soc:. 

Bengal, 1864, p. 517). Nevertheless, here is a series of comparati~e weights and 
values, furnished by the highest authority of the day, and each and all producing 

returns absolutely identical up to the first place of decimals. My original estimates 
were sketched and published at Dehli, in 1851, where I had access to the best 

MSS., to the most comprehensive range of antiquarian relics, and at command 
the most intelligent oral testimony in the land. When reprinting Prinsep's 

"Useful Tables," I had occasion to quote these calculations, and was able to 
fortify them, had it been needed, by the precisely analogous results obtained by 

Colonel W. Anderson, who had tried AbUl FazYs figures, from MSS. pure and 

simple, without any disturbing difficulty about coins (Prinsep's Useful Tables, 

London edition, vol. ii. p. 32). But if there were the faintest reason for doubt. 

ing so moderate a rate as one to 9'4, the whole discussion might be set at rest by 

AMl Fazl's own statement as translated by Gladwin into English in 1783, when, 
in completing a very elaborate review of the profit and loss ot refining gold, for 

the purpose of coinage, he concludes, and the process "leaves a remainder of about 
one-half (I tolah of gold, the value of which is four rupees" (i. p. (4). 

Richard Hawkins, who was at Agrah in A.D. 1609-11, during the reign of 

Jahangir, has left a notice of certain accumulated treasures of that prince which 
he was permitted to behold, and amongst the rest he specifies, "In primis, of 

Seraffins Ecberi, which be ten rupias apiece." To this passage is added, in a 
marginal note, that" a tole is a rupia challany [current] of silver, and ten of 

these toles are of the value of one of gold." (Purchas i. 217.) This evidence might 

at first sight seem to mihtate against the conclusion am ved at from the official re
turns above summarized, but the value of gold was clearly on the rise, and one of the 

aims of .Akbar's legislation on metallic exchanges, which had necessarily been dis
turbed by progressive modifications in the relative values of the precious metals, 

was manifestly to secure an authoritative even reckoning by tens and hundreds. 

The old round mukllr (No. 10 of the above list) represented the inconvenie:nt BUm 

of nine rupees, or 360 tldm8. By raising the weight of the piece to the higher tota\ 
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III. The next section or Akbar's mint organization, which 
I have now to notice, is the amply defined official recognition 
or the law of seigniorage. The following outline table give. 
the results or a very uniform and well understood royalty, or 
mint charge, of over 51 per cent. upon the conversion of 
bullion into coin; and the Oriental craving after small pro
fits is graphically confessed in the proviso that the State 

given under No.9, the gold ildM W81 made equivalent to ten rupeel, or in fl.ICal 

reckoning to 400 ddtnl. Similarly, in the clle at the Inver coin, the old rupee 
passed for 39 ddtnl i in the new currency, a nlue of 40 ddtnl W81 lecured, not by 
an incre8le of weight, but by the declared and doubtlessly achiend higher ltandard 
of the metal employed, aided by the advantage thd contemporary mintagee 10 

readily secured in Indi .. 
The question of the relative nluel of gold and ailnr formed the lubject of dia

cussion at a subsequent meeting of the Asiatic Society of Bengal (6th December, 
1866), when Colonel Lee. atated his objection, to lome ot my inferencee. As I 
understand, he freely admit. the correctnell of the flgure. ginn abon to eatabliah 
the rate of one to 9'4; but he is disposed to distrust .. calculatioDi baled upon 
mint regulations, duriog a period when the principle of a .tandard W81 but im
perfectly understood even in Europe, and upon a unit 01 meuure not accurately 
ucertained." I trust that the more ample detaill furuilhed in thil volume will 
satisfy him that the Dehli mint authoritie. had arrind at very dittinct notioDi of 
the comparative valuel of the precioUl metaIt, and had elaborated the detaill 
of exchange. "With very considerable success, when the tiogular complicatioDi of 
previous currencies had to be taken into account. I han alreadYleen and cor
rected the error of my first interpretation of Ibn Batutah'. text; and II regardt 
Gladwin'. translation of the passage above quoted, "which Ieavee a remaioder," 
etc., I have not the slightest wish to uphold it in the face of a more fall and 
rigoro~ interpretation of the special text; but ordinarily, a linguist of good 
repute, who haa translated so big a book u the Xin·i Albari, arrivee at a pretty 
fair conception of the meaning of his author f I mysel( had no reeerve in cor
recting Gladwin's figures; but in his simple reproduction 01 IndiaJl phraset, I 
waa quite content to follow such an authority without a critical re-examination of 
his Persian version. The argument about the half tola", however, it II unim
portant at the present moment II the now rectified pusage of Ibn Batutah, the 
Talne of whOle statements on the IUbject of local money hat altogether been 
luperseded by the more exact detaill contributed by the Mllfilik ul Abilr, pp. 
238, IUprd. I see that Sir T. Roe, incidentally speaking ot the weight of 1 ahingir, 
specmee i& II 9,000 rupe8llt or £1,000 sterling. 
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should benefit for the amount of interest the merchant might 
possibly have had to pay. 

Outlay by mer. 
Ghanta in current Total Mint return after Merchanta' return, with 

\lOin, for crude re1Inmg. fraouonal protlta. State selgniorage. 
metal. 

lluhars. RB. D6.ma. ,J[taJa. M. R. D. 1. M. R. D. J.l 
100 L'a! Jalali 

Gold Muhars a.l05 39 25 0100 12 37 3t5 12 31- 0 
950 Rupees 

(crude metal 
test) ••••• 6. 1006 27 20 953 21 lOt 50 13 0 

950 Rupees 
(old coin test) c. 1015 20 0 954 29 0 50 2! 0 

10·U dtJ1II8 (the 
cost of one 
man of cop-

, 

per) •••• ·Id. 1170 , 0 1062 19k 5820 

Mint chargeS-Q. Rs. 7.26.20l; lJ. Rs. 2.33.2; c. Rs. 10.12.141; 
d. Rs. 1.8.18. 

Dr. H. Blochmann (pp. 37, 38) notices some minor errors in the 
simple addition of the several items, • • . and there are obvious 
discrepancies in the totals assigned for the mint charges. Gladwin's 
figures are also more or less uncertain (i. 45). 

IV. AlOIu.'s M:mTs. 

~\ Attok. 

~1 Ajmlr • 

.l~1~\ Aqmadabad. * t 
(Gujad.t). 

~ Agrah.*t 

..)1\ Atwar. 

(.JW~\~\ IlaMbas.t 

r.l,,1 Oude. 

I In cases where the gold employed belongs to the State, an extra deduction is 
made for the interest the merchant would otherwise have had to pay, to the 
amount of rupee. 6.3Ti (Gladwin, 6.10.121). 
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Auu's lIDfTs--continue4. 

~J' Ujain.t 

~J' ~ :Badaon, 

V"')t...t :Benares. 

~~ :Bengal •• t 

}.t! :Bhakar. 

~ Pattan. 

~ Patnah.t 
• 
~ :Bhirah. 

11 ~ rancj.ah.t 

~J.:J \::- nlandhar. 

.J~r. J"aunpur. 

~~ )l::::.- Hissar FlrUzah. 

~,J Dehli.t 

.J~.J Ranthambhor • 

.J.,./Jj~ Sarangpur. 

~Jr' Sironj. 

.x..ItI.,r' Sirhind. 

(var • .lJ.ft'-'). 

Jt..-. Sambhal. 

~),.. SUrat.t 

.J~)~ SaharanpUr. 

c..!rjl~ S{uk6t. 

'[..f.i Kanallj. 

J!~ Kabul.· t 
.$~ KaIpi. 

~ Kashm!r.t 

)y ~ KaIanur. 

}~ 'I Gwalior. 

)~)I Gorakhpur • 

.J~S Lihor.t 

~ Lakhnau. 

~ :Mathura • 

~w... :Multan.t 

J..L. lIan4u. 

)J(\.; Nagor • 

}J-?Jb Hardwar 

Those mints marked'" were alone permitted to coin gold. The 

issue of siber money was restricted to the cities marked with t. and 

the other towns coined nothing but copper. 

In order to form a correct estimate of the effective value of 
money, and the purchasing power of the income of the State, 
it is necessary to take into consideration the prices of pro
visions at the period. The following Table will give some 
idea of the extraordinary cheapness of food, though the 
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prices are sufficiently high for the discriminated articles of 

"luxury. 

AVERA.GB PRICES OJ!' bOTISIONS IN .Anu's REIGN! 

Wheat, rd, 12 adm' per man ot 55'467,857 Ibs. avoirdupois. 

Flour, according to fineness, from 22 to 15 aams. 
Barley, ro, 8 dams per man (ground barley, 11 tlaml). 

Rice, J ~ and -t.;. , varieties, according to qualities, ranging from 

the extremes ot 110 to 20 lam. per man, 

Pulse, c::.J;r (Pha&eolus mURgo) 18 ldm, per man. 

Mash, J.L. (PAa'8olus raaiatU8) · 16 u " 
NakhUd, .J~ (Ciew GrUtinum) 16t " " 
Yoth,~,.... (PAlU601us aeonitifolius) • · 12 u " 
1uw8.r, )'r. (Holcw ,orgAum) . · 10 

" " 
White Sugar, ~p.. · . • 128 " u 

Brown n t.rp. . . . · 56 " " 
Ghl (clapfied butter) ~j ~-'.J • · • 105 It U 

Sesamum Oil, ~dJJ • , · 80 " " 
Salt, ~. · · 16 " " 
Sheep from 6}- to 1}- rupees each. Mutton, 65 aam, per man, 

Goats' flesh, 54 aams per man. 

The official man of .Akbar's reign is defined 8S 40 8ir8, each' 
sir comprising the weight of 30 dams. This gives a return 

for the man of 388,275 grains, or very nearly half a hundred 

1 Gladwin, i. p. 85 j lllocbmann, p. 62 j Calcutta Persian text, p. 60. A.MI 
Fazl remarks-" The prices, of course, vary, as on marches, or during the rainy 
season, and for other reasons j but I shall give here the average prices." 
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weight avoirdupois.l So that, at the rate of 12 clam. {or the 
man of wheat, and the exchange of 2 •• per rupee, the quarter 

of corn would only cost about 3T\cl. Firuz Sh6.h's price cur
rent (p. 283), reckoned injUall, would give an almost iden

tical result, i.e. 8iUa18, or 3d. in English money, for the then 
man of wheat, estimated at 28 Ihs.; and' Al6.-ud-din'. earlier 
(A.D. 1295·1315) and' assumedly forced reduction upon or

dinary current prices would differ only to the almost im
perceptible extent of half a iUa&-" or 7-1 iUal, per man, of 

281hs. (p. 160). 

COMP.lRA.TITE Cosr OJ' LuoUll.. 

13ricklayers . 7 ddm. to 4 ddm. per day (or 4N. to 2nd.). 

Carpenters •• 7" 2 " " 
13ildars·. •. 31" 3 " " 
Ordinary labourers. 2 " " (or IN.). 
Yatchlockmen, in the royal army, 6 rupees per month. 
Archers . . . • . • • • 2j rupees. " 

1 The figures are 88 followl: 323'6625 grains (the tldm)x30dO-388,276·0. 
The English half-hundredweight, 66 lba. avoirdup0a, II 392,000 grainl. Then 
24: pence+40=2'4 farthings, or 12 tld".,=7·2 pence. AI regardJ the jllal" 
the sum runs, 24: pence + 64 = 1'6 farthing, or 1'5 X 8 -12 farthings, or 3 pence. 
Colonel Anderson'. independent but lomewhat vague estimate of Akbar'. man 
W&l 368,880'0 graina.-Prinsep, Useful Tables, p. 22. It haa been 10 fa.r 
demonstrated, .t p. 161, that the man of ' Alfl.ud-din'l time ( •• D. 1295-1316) 
ranged at something over 28 lba. avoirdupois; and I .hould bave been Ve.t1y, 
inclined to distrust the extraordinary weight now assigned to Akbar'. mati, 

were it not that AMI Fazl expressly mentione (p. 100) that "formerly" 
the 'ir consisted of 18 tidtM in lome parts of Hind6.st6.11, of 22 tidtM in other 
divisions of the country, and of 28 tid"., on the ICcession of Akbar, who himlelt 
raised it to 30 tidm.. Moreover, we have leen that the weight of the ddm itselt 
W&I also largely incre&led from its ancient limit in Shlr Shah·. reign. Under 
these circumstances, objection can lCarcely be taken to the total DOW produced 
from the figured data and extant coine of the period; which, strange to _y, 
c10aely accords with R. Hawkins'l rough definition of lahfulgtr'. fMII 88 "55 Ibs. 
weight."-Purchas i. 218. 

I On8 who worka with • 6£1 or ~il. "a pickaxe." ..A navvy. 
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.AKBAR'S REVENUES. 

I have had occasion to advert incidentally to the revenues 

of India during Akbar's reign, in connexion with the State 

resources of his predecessors. As much obscurity has pre

vailed. with regard to the correct comprehension of values, 

even where figures were unassailable, I revert to the subject 

in its appropriate association with Akbar's monetary system, 

in order to exhibit more fully the absolute data available for. 

the determination of the relative amount of the taxes im
posed upon the dominions of that great monarch, ~t the 
period. 

It must be premised, in forming any comparative estimate 
of these assessments, that each province had to furnish a 

State contingent of cavalry and infantry, specified. in full 
detail with other imperial demands, apart from the mere 

money payments entered in the divisional accounts; so that 

the country had 'to support a very large, though pro
bably ineffective, army, over and above its ordinary revenue 
liabilities. The number of men mustered in this Zamfndari. 

force is reckoned at the very high figure of 4,400,000, in 

addition to the due proportion of horses and elephants each 

sub-division was bound to maintain. No reduction is made 

in the State demand for the payment of these troops, who are 

styled ~y, Bltmi, cr Landwehr," in contradistinction to the 

better organized Royal army. If we estimate the cost to 
the country for this force at the very low figure of two 
rupees per man (including the purchase and feed of horses 

and elephants), it amounts of itself to a sum of more than 
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ten millions of pounds, which as a purely speculative estimate 
might honestly be doubled. 

I repeat the substance, and enlarge the context, of Nizam
ud-din Ahmad's statement of the amount of the current 
income, and again venture to impress upon all those who 
would follow up the inquiry, the value of the evidence on 
this and Cognate subjects contributed by an author who ha.d 
served for many years as BakhsM, or military accountant, 
practically as co-administrator of the province of Gujar6.t. 

Speaking of the country of HindUstan, he proceeds-u Its 
length from Hindu K6h, on the borders of Dadakhshan, to 
the country of Orissa, which is on the borders of Dengal, 
from west to east, is 1680 legal koso Its brea.dth from 
Kashmir to the hills of, Darujh, which is on the borders of 
Surat and Gujarat, is 800 kOB Dahi. Another mode is to 
take the breadth from the hills of Kumaon to the borders of 
the Dakhan, which amounts to 1000 Dahi koso • •• At the 
present time, namely, A..H. 1002, HindUstan contains 3,200 
towns (including 120 large cities) and 500,000 villages, and 
yields a revenue of 640,00,00,000 tankah8." 1 The author 
adds, that as there is no room for the list of cities in this 
summary, he will give them in full alphabetical order on 
some future occasion, a task he seems never to ha~e fulfilled. 

AbU! Fazl's returns of Akbar's revenues are summarized 
from his imperfect data in the subjoined table, amounting, 
with later returns, but with all other deficiencies, to a total 
of five arb8,s sixi!l-se-cen krorB, sixty-three laks, 83 thousand and 

383 dams, a sum not very far removed, with fair allowances 

1 See p. 388 ante; Elliot's Index, p. 204; Morle,... Catalogue of the Royal 
Asiatic SOCiety's MSS., p. 61 ;' Stewart'. Catalogue of Tippoo Sultan'. Library, 
p.11. 

" 
I The ..4.76 ~ YJ' is 100 millions, or 100 kror,; the kror is 100 fal" 

and the fa" 100 thousand. 
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for omissions in such imperfect documents, 1 from the specu
lative correction of sill: arbs, proposed at p. ~89. There is 
no suspic~on of Abul Fazl's want of faith, even if any motive 
could be imagined for such a tendency; but it is clear that 
a comprehensive work like the Xin-i Akbari, a positive 
gazetteer of all India, must have been compiled from the 
statistics of various State departments, working with but 
little systematic concert, and its tabulated returns but im
perfectly brought up to the changes of the day.s 

I. Allahabad ... ... 21,24,27,119 aams . 
II. Agrah ... s 54,62,50,304 

" III. Oude ... .~. ... 20,17,58,172 
" IV. Ajmir ••• '28,61,37,968 " 

V. Ahmada.bad (Gujarat) . 43,68,02,301 
" 

" " 
Port dues 1,62,628 

" VI. Bihar ... 22,19,19,404 
" VII. Bengal 59,84,59,319 
" VIII. Dehli ••• 60,16,15,555 
" 

1 The majority of these ta~8{'" jam' /I statements refer to the fifteenth year of 
the reign, and probably indicate a much lower revenue than the improved man
agement of ,the succeeding twenty-five years secured for the State. The incor
poration, however, of the returns of the new sUbah8 plainly demonstrates the 
system of later additions to the original text. 

I Akbar claims to have abolished numerous vexatious taxes, which it is admitted 
"used to equal the quit-rent of Bind11stfln" (Gladwin, i. 359). .A full enumera
tion of these cesses is given in the Kin-i Akbari, and among other State demands 
thns abandoned figures the especially Muhammadan J,ziah, or Poll-tax (see note 5, 
p. 272 ante), levied upon unbelievers. This, in effect, constituted a rough species 
of income-tax, being graduated according to the means of the different classes of 

the Bindd community. It may be said to have been invidious, in the one sense; 
but it was simple, easily collected, and had none of the odious inquisitorial 
adjuncts of the British Income-tax. We find the Jiz£ah. however, in restored 
vigour during succeeding reigns. 

a Gladwin has 64 krors. 

, This total is obtained from. the Sirkflr details. Gladwin's text, p. 105
1 

has 
only 2,28,41,507 ddms. 

28 



434 AKBAR'S REVENUES. 

I Simple tUm. ••• .0. 27,27,17,786 dam., 
IX. Kabul1 .c~nvertedmone~JoD?it-} 501 23200 

ting payments ID kInd ", II 

X. Lahar .,' ,.. 55,94,58,423 " 
XI. Multan ••• • .. '38,40,30,589 " 

XII, lIaIwah ... 24,06,95,052 " 

4,61,25,57,820 old .a'6aM. 

XIII. Derar' (from the ta~81mjam'a) 69,50,44,682 ddml. 
XIV. Khandes'... ... ... ••• ••• 30,25,29,488 II 

XV. Ahmadnagar (not entered). 
Tatah. ••• ••• ••• • •• 6,62,51,893 

" 
1,06,38,25,563 new.Il'6aM. 

GraDd total 6,67,63,83,383 ddm., at the 
rate of 20 doubZ, dam. per rupee= 
Ra. 28,38,19,169, or £28,381,916. 

I Otherwise designated as " Sl1bah Kashmir" (ii. p. 152), "Kabul, cited 81 the 
modem capital" (p.199), subordinated equally as" SirUr Kabul," but under the 

final talF,im jam'a, p. 107, elevated to the rank ot "Subah Kflbul." Under 
SirUr Kandahar (p. 196), there is a full definition ot the relative values of the 
coins, in which the comparative estimates are framed, viz., 18 dinJr, -1 tumdn, 
each local tumdn being = 800 ddm,. A. tlot, is attached to the effect that the 
tumdn of Khorflsfm is 30 rupees, and that of Irak 40 rupees. 

I The Multan return, in the preliminary statement, " 16,14.03,619, both in 
the Calcutta revised text and in Gladwin', old translation. The lbove figures 
exhibit the combined talF,imjam'lI or detail apportionment of the revenue of the 
several districts included in the Sl1bah, entered in the working or administratin 
lists. 

a This return is taken from the detailed statements, pp. 61-68. The returns 
are clearly imperfect, and filled up with fanciruI figures in the lower totall, a fact 
which contrasts in a marked manner with the precision observed in the minor figures 
of the revenues of the more definitely settled provinces. The total here obtained, 
however, does not differ very materially from the aummary of local tanka"" quoted 
below from another part of the work, though it kema to indicate a later mani
pulation and elaboration of accounts. "This tUbaA (Berh) contains 13 eirkd" 
divided into 142 pwgunnafuJ. The tankal of this country is equal to eighc of 
those of Dehli. Originally the amount of revenue W81 31 kror. of ta"hlfuJ, or 66 
/mw, of ddml j ••• during the government of Sultful Murfld the amount rose to 
64,26,03,272 ddma."-A.in-i A.kbari, Gladwin, it p. 74. 

, The introductory summary of the Sdbah of Khande. (p. 66) estimates the 
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I have placed the subjoined. estimates or the Indian 

imperial revenues, at various periods,. in close juxtaposition 
with a view to availing myself of the opportunity of explain
ing the seemingly anomalous contrasts they present iu their 
opening totals, and of tracing, in as much consecutive order 

as the materials admit of, the varying phases of the national 
progress. 

Silver Tankahs (or Rupees). IS sterling at 2.t. per Rupee. 

F~ Shaha. A.!:J.!51,:-l~8. 6108,50,000. 6,085~000 (p.272). 
Babar, A.D. 1526-1500 ........ 2,60,00,.000. 2,600,000 (p.388). 
Akbar, A.D. 1593 ••••••••••••••• 32,00,00,000. 32,000,000 (p.388). 
Akbar, I8timautllater returns 33,14,87,772. 33,148,777 (p. 389). 
A~"eb, A.D. 1697......... 38,71,94,000. 88,719,400 (p.390). 

The leading item. of the relatively large income of Ff:rUz 

Shah. with his avowedly narrowed. boundaries,. would natu

rally seem to cop.flic~with the reduced. total confessed. to by 
:Ba.bar~ who boasted of so much greater a breadth of terri
tory; but these difficulties are susceptible of very simple 
explanation. In Firliz Sha.h's time the country was posi
tively full to overflowing of the precious metals, which had 
been uniformly attracted. towards the capital from various 
causes for nearly a eentury previously. The innate wealth 
of the metropolitan provinces may be tested. by the multitude 
of the extant specimens of the gold and silver coinages 0f 
the previous reigns, and the confessed. facility with which 

millions might be accumulated. by officials of no very high 
degree. The whole land was otherwise teeming with mate-. 
reTenue at 12,64,762 Beriri tl.l"kw, at 24 claIM the tI.InkaA, that is to say, at 
3,03,64,288 tldIM; but the distribution list at p. 60, 2nd part, raises the sum total 
to 1,26,47,062 tanka"., or 30,26,29,488 tldm8. There is clearly an errOl of figures 
in the first qnotation, which the detailed totals of the 32 pergunnaM in them
selves suffice to prove, as they mount up in simple addition to the still larger sum 
of 1,65,46,863 talikaM. 
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rial ~ealth, and was administered by home-taught men, who 
realized every fraction that the State could claim. 

Fardifl'erentwere the circumstances which Bibar's limited 
tenure of his straggling conquests presented. Timur had 
effectually ruined the land through which his plundering 
hordes had passed-what his followers could not carry away 
they destroyed; and while the distant provinces retained., 
their wealth the old capital and all around it was impo- I 

verished to desolation; so that when the prestige of Dehli 
re-asserted itself under BuhIOl L6di, he was fareca-to resort -- --- ----------- .. -.-- ,,-- ------ ., 
to the local copper mines for a new currency (p. 363); and 

though pub~fJ~E:s_~~~_~~~~~_ w~al~~ im!>~<?v~~~r 
his son Sikandar, the standard coin was only raised to some
thinglik~- ~. '~i1ver to the copper basis, which, however, 

secured a more portable piece, and a more creditable value, a 
currency which found ready acceptance with races who had 
already been educated in the theory of mixed metals. The 
substantial prosperity of Hindustan under IbrahIm, the 80n 
of Sikandar, was absolutely unprecedented. Cheapness and 
plenty became fabulous even to the native mind, but this 
very prosperity of the people reduced, pari passu, the income 
of the king which was derived directly from the produce or 
the land, his dues being primarily payable in kind, so that 
when corn was cheap the money value of his revenues 
declined in equal proportion.1 And thus it came about that 

1 It was with a view to remedy this Btate of things that Akbar introduced his 

ten years' settlement, the germ of that pernicioUi measure, Lord Cornwallis'. 

Perpetual Settlement. Akbar's intentiona were equitable, and the pact as be

tween king and subjects left little to be objected to; bnt the uniformity it was 

desired to promote was dependent upon higher powers, and the Indian climate 

could not be made a party to the treaty. Hence, in bad teaaoUl, the arrange

ment worked harshly against the poorer cu1tintora, and threw them more and 
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when Babar examined t}le accumulated treasures of the hou~ 
. of L6di, at Agrah, he found but little beyond the current 
copper coinage leavened with a small modicum of silver. 

The statisti9al returns of B~bar's time were clearly pased 
upon the old rent-rolls of that unacknowl~dged originator of 
all later ~ndian revenue systems, Sikandar bin Buh16I. A 
single subdued confession in Babar's tablel suffices to prove 
this, and simult~neously with ,~e retention 9f these State 
ledgers the interlopers clearly accepted the official method of 
reckoning in S~andari Tank~hs, ~hich, numismatically 
speaking, must have been almost the only coins available at 
the period, the prolific issue of which may be tested by the 
multitude of the pieces still in existence, and the complete
ness of the series of dates spreading over 26 continuous 
years of Sikandar's reign, already cited at page 366. 

The rest of these comparative returns may be dismissed 
with brief notice. The statement of Nizam-ud-dln Ahmad 
is clear as to Abbar's revenues in A.D. 1593. The reception 
of the speculative return for the later period of his reign 
depends upon the accuracy of my rectification of AbU! Fazl's 
Persian text, and the justification of my assumption that the 
dams, in which the totals are framed, were double and not 
single dams. For this correction I have no specific authority 
beyond the coincidence of Nizam-ud-din's employ~ent of 
an identical' meaSJll'e of value in his parallel return, and 
the consistency with which the aggregate sum produced 

more into the hands of usurers, whose lawful Oriental rate of interest was enough 

to crush far more thrifty cultivators than the ordinary Indian llaiyat. The tm 

years' settlement itself was basfd upon the average returns of the ten preceding 

harvests, from the fifteenth to the twenty-fourth year (inclusive) of Akbar's reign. 

-Gladwin, i. p. 366. 

I No.6, "Mew!t, not included in Sikandar's revenue roU" (p. 390). 
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accords with the enhanced revenue of the kingdom under 
Aurangzeb. 

Here I take leave of this branch of my leading subject, 
which, if it fails to secure the attention ot the general 
reader, cannot but assert its importance with those who 
interest themselves in the real welfare of India, and who 
are prepared to recognize the pervading influenco ot the 
past upon the possible future or the land Great Britain 
has accepted as a. profitable heritage, without any very clear 
conception ot associate responsibilities. 



APPENDIX. 

As the subject of Indian finance is just now attracting the serious 

attention of the English. public, I have thought it advisable to re

produce in Cull the information summarized at pp. 433-7, regarding 

the revenues of .Akbar and A..urangzeb; and, :further, to test my 

own deductions by some new data, which I have obtained since the 

previous pages were set up by the printer. 

The general list of addenda includes the following:-

I. A brief but curious p~ooe from De Laet, I which furnishes a 

Cre~ and independent test of the values of the various c1llTeD.cies in 

which the revenue returns of Akbar were framed. 

II. The summarized return of 8Mb. laban's revenues, for his 

twentieth year, from the H:BOOsh&b. N&mah" of 'Abd al Hamid, 

LJ./wri, a contemporary statement, which was adopted in all its 

integrity by another living witness, ..Kshna Inayat Khan, in his 

8Mb. laban N&mah, and :finally incorporated in Kh8.fi. Khan's work 

on the history of the house of TUnUr. 

ill. The original text in eztmso of Catron's comprehensive 

account of the land revenues of Aurangzeb, including his speci

fication of other fiscal demands, raising the average hurthen 

1 De Imperio Magni MogoUs. sive India Vera, .Toannes de Laiit. Lugdnni 
:Batavorum, ex officina Elzeviriana, 1631. The section of the work from which 
the extract, now reprinted, is taken constitutes the tenth or supplementary 
chapter on Indill.D. history, derived from contemporary national and other testi
mony, and translated into Latin from the Dutch. The dates of events are carried 
down to A.D. 1628. 
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upon th~ country at large, to a second moiety or t'ull equivalent 

ot'the sum obtained from the ordinary land·taL' 

IV. The statistics furnished by the traveller Dernier, which, 

though less full and complete than the associate return, are ot' 

considerable value, as being clearly derived from indt'pendent . 
sources, and as confirming or correcting, as the case may be, the 

parallel figures preserved by Catron. 

The first statistical return hereunto appended is contributed by 

De Laet from immediately contemporaneous information, and refers 

to a third or final phase of Akbar's revenue accounts, when his 

successor came to take stock of his fa.ther'a accumulated trea

sures and current rent-roll. The document itself, which has only 

lately been brought to my notice, I furnishes a severe critical test 

of the soundness of the deductions previously arrived at from other 

sources: curiously enough, it confirms in the most definite manner 

my determination of the intrinsic value of the Sikandari Tankah 

(pp. 369, 384, 388), and upholds, what I felt at the moment to 

be almost a tour tIe force, in the suggested .ubstitution of ,i;, 

for three in the "hundred millions" of Akbar'. revenue entered 

in the corrupt Persian text of AbUl Faz! (pp. 388n, 437); but, 

on the other hand, the context of the Latin passage raise. a 

doubt as to my justification in substituting double for single 

tIdm' in the reduction of the given total into other currencies. 

There need be no reserve in confessing that till commentators 

upon the revenue returns of the ~ln·i·Akbari have hitherto 

I Catron, Bistoire de l'Empire !logol. Paris, 1716. 

I My attention was first attracted to this curiOWI and Tery rare work by III 

excellent article in the Calcutta Renew (October, 1870, llllnary, 1871), on tb. 
"Topography of the Mogul Empire," by Mr. E. Lethbridge, which tracet, with 
equal patience and ability, the geograpbical details furnished by tbe opening 
chapter entitled" India! siTe Imperii Magni Mogolis Topographic. Deac:riptio." 
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concurred I in accepting the lam as rt part of a. rupee; it is so 

. defined in unmistakable terms in the table of coins (p:p. 860 n, 

421); but, singularly enough, there is no such parallel declara

tion of its value when it is entered under the generio name in 

the section of the work devoted to the reve~ue details, We have 

seen how frequently, in the Indian system, a nominal coin of a 

fixed denomination P9ssessed no tangible representative, but was 

left to be made up in practice of two half pieces (6 361-2). So 

that if the archaic Kar8}UJ was so far a money of account all to be 

represented by two pieces of copper, and the Buhl6li in like manner 

:remained an uncoined penny payable by two half-pence, we may 

readily admit their successor the lam to a similar theoretical and 

practical condition. 

If we look to the origin of Akbar's revenue tables, there is much 

to support the view that the old Sikandari or lou~16 (lam oontinued 

to hold its place in the State ledgers. Akbar, following Babar's 

example, clearly took over Sikandar's original field measurements, 

even to the irrepressible unit of his yard measure (p. 373). We 

have no knowledge of the precise ourrency in which Shir Shah's 

acoounts were kept, but to judge by the ultimate retention of so 

much of Sikandar's system, there was probably no needless inter

ference with established money values. In regard to De Laet's 

definitions, in as far as they conflict with probabilities, I should 

infer that the process by which he obtained his alternative total~ 

was the application of the coin values entered in other sections of 

his work,' to the grand total of 6,98,00,00,000 aam8 furnished to 

I Myself among the number. Erskine was the first to propose, with much 
hesitation, the possibility ofthe alternative I now contend for. 

I Especially from a notice on Akbar's treasures, p. 143, which, however, does 
not exhibit any profound knowledge of the subject. I may add, in connexion with 
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him by his informants. This is the process, aa we have already 

seen, adopted by our own commentators, and in no way renders it 

obligatory upon us to accept any thing but the leadiDg figures pure 

and simple; to test, therefore, the consistency of the results he 

arrives at, we must compare prior and subsequent statistics. 

The true amount of Dabar's revenue is now completely demon

strated and established by the new definition of the "Tanga" lUI -iT 
of a rupee. The gradual increment upon Akbar's early return of 

the thirty-ninth year (viz., £32,000,000) to £33,148,771 in later 

periods, and to £34,900,000 in the fifty-first year, is consistent in 

the several gradational sums, and leads naturally up to Aurangzeb'. 

improved revenues of £88,719,400.1 The question we have now 

to decide is, can the second and third of these totals be reduced 

with any seeming reason to one half, or the sums represcnted by 

a computation of the original totals at ~~ of a rupee P 

If Nizam-ud-clin's total of £32,000,000, expressed in now 

positively ascertained values, refers to Akbar'. land revenue alone 

(in 1593 A..D.), as it would seem to do, and AurangzGb'. unquestioned 

modern currency (or rupee) income of £38,719,400 rcprescnts the 

parallel increase in the charge upon the land incident to the en

hanced wealth of the country and irregularly extended boundaries, 

the reduction of Akbar's 6,98,00,00,000 adml, the 8UlI1 returned 

for A.D. 1605, into £1'1,450,000, seems to be altogether inad

missible. It is true that Akbar professes to have abandoned taxes 

in amount "equal to the quit-rent of HindUst8.n" (p. 432), but 

that rent-charge throughout remained una1l'ected; these ceases were 

the notes at pp. 422, 433, .nte, that De Laerl grand total of the contentl of 
Akbar'. treasure chamber, reduced into rupees, it defined at 19,83,46,6661, or 
£19,834,666. 

J I accept Catron'. total, though his detailed IDIDI do Dot quite accord with 
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confessedly outside the fixed state demand on the land. And 

Aurangzeb in his tum realized from similar sources, according to 

Catron, a sum which in like manner doubled the normal (land) 

revenue- of the empire. A still more approximate test of compara

tive values is furnished by the computed revenues of an inter

mediate period, under 5Mb. Jahan, in 1648 A.D., when the accounts 

were still kept in the conventional tldm8. These are stated by' Abd 

al Hamid to have amounted in all to the sum. of 8,80,OO,QO,OOO ddms. 

I need not repeat the arguments already advanced in favour of 

the inference that these were doub18 tldm8, but the question may be 

the aggregate furnished in his tes.t. I have tabulated. these ~eturns for facility of 
reference. 

1. Dehli 1,25,50,000 rupees. 
2. Agrah 2,22,03,550 

" 3. Lflhor 2,33,05,000 
" 4. Ajmir 2,19,00,002 
" 6. Gojad.t 2,33,96,000 
" 6. MfIl'IVah 99,06,260 
" 1. Bihar ... 1,21,50,000 
" 8. Mult6.n ••• 60,25,000 
" Q. Kfl.bul 32,07.250 
" 10. Tata 60,02,000 " 11. Bakar 24,00,000 
" 12. Urecha ••• 57,07,500 
" 13. Kuhmir 35,05,000 
" H. Allaha.bM 77,38,000 " 16. Dakhan 1,62,04,750 
" 16. Berar ... 1,58,07,500 
" 17. Kandes 1,11,05,000 
" 18. Baglana 68,85,000 
" 19. Mandd? 72,00,000 .. 

20. Bengal ••• 4,00,00,000 
" 21. Ujaiu ... 2,00,00,000 .. 

22. Rajmahal 1,00,50,000 
" 23. Bijap6r .... 6,00,00,000 
" 24. Golconda ... 6,00,00,000 
" 

38,62,46,802 
" 
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put broadly on its own merits, and apart from any ror~gono eon

clusion-does the sum of £22,000,000 (8,80,00,00,000 + 40 + 10) 

or the higher amount of £44,000,000 (8,10,00,00,000 + 20 + 10) 

more nearly accord with the clearly defined Bum of .£38,719,400 

realized in 4.D. 1697? was there anything in the history of the 

intervening half century to sanction the idea of an approximate 

advance of one-third in the revenue during the period, as implied 

in an increase of nearly seventeen millions, or is it more within 

the limits of common sense to suppose that the subsequent collections 

should have fallen 01f' to the extent of 61 millions? Undoubtedly 

the latter represents a less abrupt transition, and is in some degree 

accounted for by the loss of Balkh, Kaud.a.Mr, and BadaksMn, 

which figure for respectable sums in Shah Jahan's list, and the 

temporary possession of which may have largely influenced the 

general trade of India; but otherwise the provincial totals are 

too little in unison to afford any very safe basis of extended 

comparison. 

Finally, to set the question of approIimate values completely at 

rest, I am able to produce the unofficial but very material testimony 

of Captain Richard Hawkins, in support of my theory, regarding 

the system of reckoning by doubl, dam., to the effect that in A..D. 

1609-1611 Jahangtr's land revenue amounted to "60,00,00,000 

rupees" (£50,000,000),1 Our countryman dealt in round numbers, 

and refers to no authoritative data, so that his leading figures may 

1 "The nog'a yearly income of his cro'Wllland it 60 crore of rupial, every crore 
i. 100 lack, and every lack is 100 thousand rupiaa." Side-note-The rupia is 
two shillings lterling; lOme Bay 2 •• 34., lOme 2,. 64.-Purchaa, L 216. 

Sir Thomas 'Roe, writing from Ajmfr, in .LD. 1616, advert. incidentally to 
J aMngir'B revenues in the folloWing terms :-" In revenue he doubtleas exceeda 
t~ther Turk or Persian or any Eastern Prince, the sums I dare not name."
Letter to Archbishop of Canterbury, in Churchill', Voyages, L p. 669. 
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'be open to canvass; but the fact of rupee estimates being found 

. intruding thus early upon the domain of the normal (Um, enables 

us to check anew the relative values of the dam currency by the 

contemporaneous test of rup68 equivalents. Under this aspect, my 

case may be said to be fully made out; no explanation, within the 

range of probabilities. would suflice to reduce the land revenues of 

1605 A..D. to the single dam estimate of £17,450,000, in the face of 

a total of anything like an ordinary annual income of £50,000,000 

in 1609-1611 A..D. 

In conclusion, I recapitulate the contrasted returns of the nine 

periods. 
Silver Tankahs (or Rupees). S sterling at 26. per rupee. 

Finiz Shah, A.D. 1851-1388 6,08,50,000. 
Dabar, A.D. 1526-1530 ...... 2,60,00,000. 
Akbar, A.D. 1593 ............... 32,00,00,000. 
Akbar, sBtimatsllater returns 33,14,87,772. 
Akbar, A.D. 1605 ............... 34,90,00,000. 
JaMngir, A..D. 1609-1611 ••• 50,00,00,000. 
JaMngir, A.D. 1628 ............ 35,00,00,000. 
5Mb. Jahan, A.D. 1648 ...... 44,00,00,000. 
Aurangzeb, A..D. 1697 ...... 38,71,94,000. 

6,085,000 
2,600,000 

32,000,000 
33,148,777 
34,900,000 
50,000,000 
35,000,000 
44,000,000 
38,719,400 

Aurangzeb's total revenue from various sources, 77,43,88,000 
silver f.ankabs (or rupees), at 28. per rupee=£77,438,800 sterling. 

I. 'Parebant tum ipsi hm provincim Eandakaer, Ea~ul, Ka88amier, 

Ghaasenie, !t Bena'l.aed, GU'l.aratta, Sinds, siva Tatta, GamIhes8, 

Brampor, Barar, Bengala, Oriza, Otle, Halouvu, .A.gra, IJelly, cum 
suis limitibus: e quibus annuus ce~ colligitur, uti constat e 
rationali Regis Achabar; VI Arab & xcvm Caror, Dam, id est, si ad 
tangas exigas m Areb and XLIX Caror tangarum; sive secundum 
monetam regni, xx tangas in singulas rupias computando; aut I 

Caror tangarum in v lack rupiar. XVII Caror. & XLV Lack rupia
rum: atque uruversns hic annuus census in Magnates, Ducesque & 
stipendia militum effunditur. De Thesauris a Rege Achabare re
lictis alibi diximU8. 
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II. General revenue retUrn for the twentieth year of the reign of 
SMh lah8.n (A..D. 1648), from the "BadsMh Namah" of 'Abd at 
Hamid, LdJwri. The text adds, that at the death of lah6.ng{r, 
in A..D. 1628, the Land Revenue of the State only amounted to 
700,00,00,000 ddmB, or £35,000,000. Various satisfactory causes 
are enumerated to explain the increase under Sh8.h 1 aMn.· 

1. Dehli ••• ••• • .. 1,00,00,00,000 aama. 
2. Agrah ... ... 90,00,00,000" 
3. Lahor ... ... 90,00,00,000" 
4. Ajmlr ... 60,00,00,000 " 
5. Daulatabad ••• ... 55,00,00,000" 
6. Berar ......... 55,00,00,000 " 
7. Ahmadabad... 53,00,00,000 " 
8. Bengal......... 50,00,00,000 " 
9. Allaha.bad 40,00,00,000 " 

10. Biha.r ••• 40,00,00,000 " 
11. Y8.lwah 40,00,00,000 " 
12. Xhandes ... 40,00,00,000 " 
13. Oude ... 30,00,00,000 " 
14. Telinganah .t. 30,00,00,000" 
15. Yultan ... ... 28,00,00,000" 
16. Orissa ... 
17. Ka.bul .oo 

18. Kashmlr 

19. 1atah ... 
20. Balkh ... 
21. Kandahar ... 
22. Badakhshan ... 
23. Baglanah 

... 

.oo ... 

20,00,00,000 " 
16,00,00,000 " 
15,00,00,000 " 
8,00,00,000 " 
8,00,00,000 " 
6,00,00,000 " 
4,00,00,000 " 
2,00,00,000 " 

8,80,00,00,000 " 

Or at ~ per rupee, 44,00,00,000 rupees, £44,000,000. 

1 This is avowedly a summary average, and not an absolute or formal return; 
but it is fully trustworthy, as the alternative rate at the commencement of the 
reign shows that the author (writing in the twenty.fint year) had IICCe8I to official 
documents for both periods.-Calcutta Persian text, ii. 710. 
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m. "Ce que nous avons dit jusqu' icy, est un prejuge favorable 
pour rendre cro'iable ce que nous allons dire. Sans doute on ne sera 
plus surpris des immenses revenus que Ie Yogol recueille de ses Etats. 
En voici la liste tiree des archives de l'Empire. L'etat du produit 
de ce grand Domaine, que l'Empereur possede lui seul dans toute 
l'etendue de sa SouveraineM, etoit, en l'annee 1697, tel que nous 
I'allons representer. Pour en avoir l'intelligence, il faut supposer 
deux choses. Premierement, que tous les Ro'iaumes de l'Empire se 
divisent en Barca8, qui veut dire, province8 j que les Barcar se 
divisent encore en Parganar, c'est-a-dire, en Gouvernemen8 dan8 
l'etenaue a'une Province. Ce sont, a proprement parler, des sou
fermes. Secondement, il faut supposer, que selon la maniere de 
compter dans l'Indoustan, un carol vaut cent laga, c'est-a-dire, dix 
millions; & qu'un lafJ vaut cent mille roupiea: En:fin que les 
f'Oupie8 valent a peu pres trente aola, monnoye de France. Le 
Ro'iaume de Dely a dans son Gouvernement huit Sarcas, & deux 
cans vingt Parganas, qui rendent un carol, vingtcinfJ lags ~ cinquante 
mille roupie8 (1,25,50,000 rupees). Le RoYaume d'.A.G:&A. compte 
dans son enceinte quatorze Sarcas, & deux cens soixante & dix
huit Parganas. TIs rendent a l'Empereur, deur carola, vingt-deure 
lafJ8 ~ troia mille cinfJ cena cinguante roupiea (2,22,03,550 rupees). 
Ou trouve dans l'etendue du RO'iaume de Labor, cinq Sarcas, 
& trois cens quatorze Parganas, qui rendent deure carols, trente
trois lag8 ~ cing mille roupiea (2,33,05,000 rupees). Le Ro'iaume 
d'.A.smir, ses Sarcas & Parganas pa'ient, deure carols, dire-neuf laga 
o:t deure roupisa (2,19,00,002 rupees). Celui de Guzuratte, qui 
dans son enceinte renferme neuf Sarcars & dix-neuf Parganas, 
donne a. l'Empereur ileure carola, trente-tro~'s lags ~ fjuatre-vingt 
quinze mille roupf'ca (2,33,95,000 rupees). Le Ro'iaume de Yalua, 
divise en onze Sarcas & en deux cens cinquante petits Parganas, 
ne rend que guatre-v,'ngt dire-neuf lafJs, Biz mille deure cena cinfJuante 
f'oupies (99,06,250 rupees). On compte dans Ie Ro'iaume de Bear 
huit Sarcas & deux cens quarante-cinq petits Parganas. L'Empereur 
en tire un carol, vingt-~-un laqB ~ cinguante mille roupiea (1,21,50,000 
rupees). Les quatorze Sarcas partagez en quatre-vingt seize Par
ganas du Ro'iaume de Multan, ne donnent .a I'Empereur que cin!luante 
lag8 ~ vingt-cinfJ mille roupie8 (50,25,000 rupees). Le RoYaume de 
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Cabul, divise en trente-cinq Parganas, ne rend que tr,nll-dew: log., 
t 8ept mill, dew: cena cin'luarde roupie. (32,07,250 rupees). La 
Ro'iaume de Tata paye 80izante la'l', t deuz mill, roup;" (60,02,000 
rupees); & celni de Eacar, seulement ~ingt-guatr' lag. (24,00,000 
rupees). Dans de Ro'iaume d'Urecha, quoiqu'on compte onze Sar
cas & un assez grand nombre de Parganas, on ne paye que tin· 
quante-sept laq8, t sept mille cing cen. roup;e. (57,07,500 rupees). 
Les quarante-six Parganas du RoYaume Cachemire, ne rcndcnt que 
trente-dnglaqa, It C'J'ng mille roup;ea (35,05,000 rupees). La ROJaume 
d'lllavas avec ses dependances rend 80izante t diz-.epl la'l', t trent,· 
Auit mme roupi" (77,38,000 rupees). Le RoYaume de Decan, qu'on 
dinse en huit Sarcas & en soixante & dix-neuf Parganas, pa'ie un 
carol, 8oizant'-t-aeuz laq8, t guatr, milk 8ept cena cinquant, roupi" 
(1,62,04,750 rupees). Au RoYaume de Earar, on compte dix Sarcaa 
& cent quatre-vingt-onze petits Parganas. L'Empereur en tire un 

carol, cinquant,-nuit la'l8, t sept mill, cing cen. roupie. (1,58,07,500 
rupees). Le grande province de Candis, que nous mettons icy sur 
Ie pied des Ro'iaumes, rend au Yogol un carol, onzs lag. t cinq milll 
roupi" (1,11,05,000 rupees). Le Ro'iaume de Eaglana a quarante. 
trois Parganas. L'Empereur en tire 8oizant'-t-Auit la'l.8, ~ 'luat,.,
f)ingt-dnq mill, roupi" (68,85,000 rupees). On ne paye au Roiaume 
de Nande que 8oizant,-~-douzsla'l' (72,00,000 rupees). Dans cclui 
de Eengale on donne a l'Empereur quat,., carol. (4,00,00,000 rupees). 
Le RoYanme d'Ugcn rend deuz carol. (2,00,00,000 rupees). Cclui 
de Ragemahal un carol, t cinquant, 111,1'16 roupie, (1,00,50,000 rupees). 
L'Empereur exige du ll.o'iaume de Visapour & d'une partie de la 
Province de Carnatte cinq carol. (5,00,00,000 rupees). Enfin Ie 
Ro'iaume de Golconde & une autre partie de Carnatte rend aussi cing 
carol. (5,00,00,000 rupees). Le tout suppute fait troi, cen, quatr,
mngt-sept 11IilUon8 d, roupi" ~ cent quatre-vingt-quat()f'U mille 
(38,71,94,000 rupees, or £38,719,400). Ainsi a. prendre les 
roupies des Indes pour trente sols ou environ de notre monnoye 
de France, Ie Domaine de l'Empereur Mogol lui prodnit tout 
les ans, cing c~n8 quatre-1iingt million., .ept Cenl quatr8-f:ingt onu 
milU livrll. Outre ees revenus fixes du Domaine, qu'ou tire seule
ment des 'fruits de la terie, Ie casuel de l'Empire est une antre 
source de richesses pour l'Empereur. 1°, On exige tous les an.s un 



APPENDIX. 449 

mbut par t~te de tous te$ Indiens idoUtres. Cotfune 10. mort, les 
voyages, & les fuites de ces aneiens habitw de l'Indoustan, en 
.rendent Ie nombre incertain, on Ie diminue beaucoup a l'Empereur. 
Les gouvemeurs profitent de leur deguisement. 2°. Toutes les 
marchandises-, que les Negocians Idolatres font transporter, payent 
aux Doiiannes cinq pour cent de leur valeur. Oramgzeb a. exempte 
les Yahometans de ees sorles d'impots. 3°. Le blanchissage de 
cetta multitude infinie de toiles qu'on travaille aux Indes, est 
encore 10. mati~re d'un tribut. 40. La mine de diaman8 paye a 
l'Empereur une grosse somme. n exige pour lui les plus beaux 
& les plus parfaits; c'est-a-dire tous ceu qui sont au..:dessus de 
trois kuit. 5°' Les ports de mer, & particuli~rement ceux de 
Sindi, de :Darocha, de Suratte, & de Cambaye, sont taxez a de 
grosses sommes. SuraUe seul rend ordinairement trents la'lfl 

pour les droits d'entrees, & onZ8 laflfl pour Ie profit des monnoyes 
qu'on y fait battre. 6°. Toute 10. cote de Coromandel, 
et les Ports situez sur les bords du Gange, produisent de 
gros revenus au Souverain. 70. Ce qui les augmente in:finiment 
c'est l'Mritage qu'il per<;oit universellement de tous ses Sujets 
l£ahometans qui sont a so. solde j tous les meubles, tout l'argent, 
& tous les effete de celui qui meurt, appertiennent de droit a 
l'Empereur. Par 18. les femmes des Govemeurs de Provinces & des 
Generaux d'armees, sont souvent reduites a une pension modique, 
& leurs emans, s'ils sont sails merite, sont reduits a 10. mendicite. 
8°' Les tributs des Rajas sont assez considerables, pour tenir place 
parmi les principaux re,\,enus du Yogo!. Tout ce casuel de l'Empire, 
egale, a peu pr~s, ou surpasse meme ies immenses richesses que 
l'Empereur per<;oit des seuls fonds de terre de son Domaine. IOn 
est etonne sans doute d'une si prodigieuse opulence j mais il faut 
considerer que tant de richesses n'entre dans les tresors du Mogol, 
que pour en sortir tous les aus, du moins en partie, & pour conler 
une autre fois sur ses terres. La moitie de l'Empire subsiste par 
les liMralitez du Prince, ou du moins elle est a ses gages, Outre 
ce grande nombre d'Officiers & de Soldats qui ne vivent que de la 
paye, tous les Paisans de la campagne, qui ne labourent que pour 
Ie Souverain, sout nourris a ses frais, & presque tous les Artisans 
des villes, qu' on fait travailler pour Ie Mogol, sont pa'iez du Tresor 

29 
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Imperial. On conjecture assez queUe est 1a dependance des Bujets, 
& par consequent queUe est leur deference pour leur yattre. 

IV. "Memoire oubli6 a inserer dans mon premier OU>t1lge pour 
perfectionner 1a Carte de l'Indoustan, ct savoir lea Ret'cnus 
du Grand Yogo!." 
1. Dehli ••• 
2. Agra ••• 

... . .. 
3. Lahor ••• .0. 
4. Hasmir1 ••• • •• 

5. Gujarat (Ahmadabad) 
6. Kandahar' ... 
7. MaIwah 
8. Patna or :Bihar 
9. Allahabad ••• . .. 

10. Onde ... • .. 
11. Multan '0' 
12. "J agannat " 
13. Kashmlr 
14. Ka.bul... ... 
15. Tata ... ••• • .. 
16. Aurangabad ... 
17. "Varada" ••• 
18. Khandes 
19. Tilingana3... • .. 
20. :Bagnala' 

, 

1,95,25,000 
2,52,25,000 

... 2,46,95,000 
2,19,70,000 
1,33,95,000 

19,92,500 
... ... 91,62,500 

95,80,000 
94,70,000 
68,30,000 

1,18,40,500 
72,70,000 

3,50,000 
32,72,500 
23,20,000 

1,72,27,500 
1,58,75,000 
1,85,50,000 

68,85,000 
5,00,000 

Rs. 22,59,14,500 or £22,591,450. 

-Bernier's Voyages, Amsterdam, 1724, voL ii, p. 304. 

1 Qui appartient ~ un Raja, doune au roi de tn"but, etc. 
I Chiefly undel' Persia; Pergunnaha remaining to India pay as aOOn. 
II Talengand, qui confine au Royaume de Golkonda du catoi de MlSIipatan, a 

quarante-trois Pragnas." 
, Bagnala qui confine aux terres des Portugais et aUl: montagnes de Sevagi, ee 

Raja qui a saccage Sourate, a deux Serkan, huit Pragnas." 
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• •• Where the letter 11 occurs after the pages, it signifies. that the reference is to 
a note in the page specified, 

ABD-AL-HAI, one of the editors of 
the Calcutta edition of the "Taba

kfLt-i-NMiri," 76. 
Abd ut Hamid Lahori's "Badshfili 

Nflmah," 446. 
'Abd-ul-Is:!J.dir Badaoni, 329. 
AbUbakr bin Zafar Khan 301; (twenty

second king), reaumeof the reign of, 
303 j coins of, Nos. 255-260, pp. 
804, 305 j posthumous coin of, 305. 

AbUl Faraj, 254 n, pas8im. 
Abu'l Fath .AI M'utazid, an Egyptian 

Khahf, who bestowed robes of 
honour on Firflz 5Mb., and his son 
Fath Khan, 297. 

AMI Fad's. "Xin-i-Akbari," 78 n, 
passim; his returns of Akbar's 
revenues, 388, 432 j his details 
regarding Akbar's 8than8ahs, 424. 

Abul-Feda, the Arabic text of, relating 
to Sail-ud.-din Hasan Is:arlagb., 93 n . 

.. Xchliri," explanatIon of the term, 69. 
, Xdll Khan, a Bon of Shir Shah, 401 n; 

history of, 410. 
Ahmad Khan, governor of Mahr6li 

and Mll'wat, 338n. 
Ahmad SMh I., a Bahmani king, 341. 
Ahmad Shah II., a Bahmani king, 341. 
~mad Shlih, a king of Gujar!i.t, 350 ; 

coin of (woodcut), Nil. 307, p. 352; 
coins of, p. 353. 

Ahmad SMh, Kutb-ud.dln, a king- of 
Gujar!i.t, 351 j coin of, p. 353. 

"Aibeg," note on the spelling of the 
name of, 32 fl. 

Ajmir, Col. Lees's translation of the 
epigraph on the mosque at, 25. 

Akbar, his confession of the supremacy 
of female rule, 204 n; his copper 
coin_ eqUIvalent to two ddm8, 369; 
his difficulty in the introduction of his 

Akbari gaz, 373; his eventual 
adoption of the Ilili gaz, 373 j 
Akbar's coins, Nos. 329, 330 (wood.
cut), pp. 382, 383: the amonnt of 
his revenues not uncertam, 388 ; 
Nizflm-ud-din Ahmad's return of 
Akbar's revenues in the year 1593 
A.D" 388; Abul Fazl's return for 
the' year-l 594 A.D., 388; the weight 
of Akbar's rupee and JaUli, 405; 
the number of copper ddms equiva
lent to a rupee in his time, 407; 
the number of ratis equal to a ddm 
in his time, 409; Akbar's comage, 
418; his gold' coins enumerated, 
418--420; his silver and copper 
coins, 421; hIS practIce of keeping 
ddmB in bags ready for the purpose 
of making gifts, 421; reasons why 
Akbar issued hIs Sihansah coins, 
422, 423; Akbar's remodelled and 
reconstructed coinage, 418-423; re
lative values of the precious metals 
in his tIme, 424, 425; hIs complete 
scheme of Seigniorage, 426, 427; 
the g-eographical dIstrlbution of his 
prOVInCIal mints, 427, 428; his 
mint charges, 427: average prices of 
provisions in Akbar's reign; 429; 
compared with prices in the reIgns 
9f other Indian monarchs, 430; 
the weight of hlS official man, 429; 
comparative cost of labour in his 
tIme, 430; .Akbar's revenues ad
verted to for the determinatIOn' of 
the real amount of the taxes Imposed 
upon his IndIan domInions, 431; his 
abolition of certain taxes, 433; list 
of the provinces in his dominions, 
with the amonnt of the revenue 
yielded by each, 433, 434 j his 
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revenues tabulated with those of 
other Indian monarchs for the pur
pOile of comparison, 435 ; information 
as to his revenues reproduced in full, 
489-446; De Laet's test of the 
values of the currencies in which 
Akbar's revenue returns were framed, 
439, 446; Akbar's revenues in the 
year 1605 A,D., and his IItim4lt,tl 
later revenues, 446. 

Akbari paz, compared with the pall of 
Sikandar L6dl, 373. 

Akdalah, Zia BarDi's description of, 
268n. 

'A:lam Shah (thirty-first king), 338; 
coins of, Nos. 297-302,;pp. 339, 340. 

• Ala-ud-din 'Ali Shah, SiXth king of 
Bengal, 264; coin of, No. 221, p. 
266. 

'.Ala-ud-din, .. Gehl6t king of :Ml!'war, 
356. 

• Ala.ud-din, an uncle of Ibr6.him 
LOdt, 376. 

• .Ala-ud-din, the nephew and Bon-in
law of J alaI-ud-din Fin1z Shah, 144. 

Ala-ud-din II., a Bahmani king, 341 ; 
coin of, No. 304 (woodcut), p.843; 
coins of, 346. 

• Ala-ud-din III., a 13ahmani king, 341. 
• Ala-ud-din Husain J ahansoz, an uncle 

of Mu'izz-ud-din :Muhammad bin 
Sam,10. 

• .Ala-ud-din :Mas'add (eighth kin~), 
summary of the reign of, 120; coms 
()~ Nos. 97-106, pp. 122-124. 

• Ala-ud-din :Muhaminad biB Takash, 
an alien contemporary of Shams-ud
din Altamsh on Indian soil, 85; 
coins of, Nos. 61,62 (woodcut), 63-
68 (woodcut), 69~~'!'lp, 86-90. 

• Ala-ud-din Muha , Khwarizmi, 
16 n. 

'Ala-ud-din :Muhammad Shah (four
teenth king), history of, 166, etc.; 
his Arches at the Kutb Minar (wood
cut), 156; IDs assumption olthe title 
.. SecondAlexander," 168; his' adal", 
169; his enforced rates of prices, 
160; coins of, NOB. 130-138, pp. 
163-172. Inseription (0.) of, ahhe 
Kutb Minar, 173; Mil Khusru's 
account of edifices erected by .Ala
ud-din, 173. 

JJbir6ni's "Tankh-ul-Hind," and 
c. Kant1n," 47", pamm; his list of 
~e Brahman kings of Kabul, 67. 

Alien Contempormes of Shams-ud_ 
din Altamsh on Indian Soil, 86. 

'Ali Shu Khw's "Tuhfat-ul-Kirim." 

detailts from regarding the tributariet 
of Kubachah, 99 ... 

Ally~rh, Inscriptioll (K.) 011 the 
Minaret at, 129. 

" Amara Koaha," 362 ... 
.Amlr, remark. 011 the me of the ~ord 

011 earlt DeAliwdl/", 61 ... 136 ... 
.Amir K usrli', poem .. Kirlll-us

S'adain.'· 140 ... 
A\langa P61a Den, a TI/4,. king of 

Dehli, 68; coin ot, No. 82, p. 6g 
(see also p. 66). 

Ancient Egyptianweighta. SeeTULBI 
OF WEIGHTS AND M.lAlURES. 

Ancient Indian weights. See TAlILZI 
OF WEIGHTS AliD M.lllURlIl. 

Anderson" (Colonel W.) return of the 
exchange rate of silver and copper 
in ShIr SHh'. hme, 410 It. 

Anonymons Coins, 383; anrage weight 
of, 384; Nos. 331-339, pp. 386,386. 

Anw61ah, .. district retained wute for 
hunting purposes by FirCu Shih, 
270n. 

'Arim SHh (third king),J;1otice of, '0; 
coins of, Nos. 26, 27, p. 40 • 

.Arb, defimtion of the, 432 ... 
Archers' pay. 430. 
Arg6n, spoken of by Marco Polo II 

king of India, 176; cow of, NOlo 
139,140,pp.176,176. 

Aakari Mlrza,governorofSambhal, 379. 
.A,oka, removal of the Ldl' of by Flr61 

Shah, 292; prellent pOlltion of ODe 
of them, 293 ... 

A88ATII:-
Coins of Fmlz SUh, 282. 
Dehli coinl, 368. 
Dehli and Bengal Coinl, U6. 
Muhammadan Coim, 824. 

Astley'l "Voyages," 49 n. 
Atha"a Pari~18hta, an anthority on 

ancient Indtan weights, 22111. 
.Aurangzeb, silver medal of, 390, 423,,; 

his revennes tabulated with those of 
other Indian monarchs for com
l'arison, 436; full information relat
mg to his revenues, 439, 442, 446; 
hI8 revenue in A.D. 1697, tabulated 
with those of other Indian monarchl, 
446; Catron'l account of his land 
revenues, 447-460. 

, .!zim Humay1in, go,ernor of KaIinjar, 
316. 

BA:BA R' S " lr emoin," 26 n, pal';"'; 
tabular statement 01 the eTeDts 

in his reign, 378. his account of 
the dtstributiou. of power in lndia, 
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378 .. j the extent of his dominions, 
379 .. j coins o~ Nos. 323, 324. p. 
380 ; introduction of BokMra money 
into India by, 384; his Indian 
revenue, 387; Erskine's remarks on 
Babar'1I Indian revenue, 387 ,., 390 j 
his revenues compared with those of 
other monarchs, 43S. 44S. 

BIulaoni's derivation of the wold 
"Altamsh,'~ 44 i 'Badaoni's wor~ 
107 ,., JHlSAIIL 

Baghd6.d, the Khalil of, recognizes 
Shams-ud~ Alt.amsh as a &ve
retgn, 43. 

Bahadur Nahlr, a governor of Old 
Dehli, 313 tI. 

Bahiulur Shah, fourth king of Bengal, 
history o~ 197 i coins of, Nos. 16\1. 
170, p. 201. 

Bahadur Shah, a king of Gujarat, 3S0 ; 
coins of, 3S3. 

Bahadur 5Mb, • pretender to the 
throne of Bengal,416. 

Baha..-ud-din Balban., Ulugh Khan, the 
fluir of Nasir-ud-din Mahmud, 124. 

Bahmani Kin~ of the Dakhan, list of 
the, 340; extent of their territori(lS 
at the death of Hasan Gango, 341 ; 
division of their dominions, 342 j 
their coins, skeleton list o~ pp. 34S, 
346. 

Bahrfun, the guardian of A.kbar, 416. 
Bahri.m. Chobfn, the general of Hor

mazd, son of Naushlnv6.n the Great 
of Persia, 34 fl. 

Bahri.m. Kh6.n, a goTernor of the 
district of Sonarga.on, 262. 

Baihaki', "Tfuikh -1lII- Subuktigin," 
61 ... 

Baker'. (Lieutenant) "Line of levels 
between the J umna and SatIage 
Rivers," in the JOl,INUl/ of thll 
Asiatic Society of Bengal, 294 fl. 

Barbak bin Buh161 L6di, a son of Buhl61 
L6di, governor of JlLunp6.r, 320; 
king of J aunpUl, 36S; coin of (wood
cut), No. 322, p. 377, 

Barley, the prices of, 160, 260, 283,429. 
Bame. Mr., all engraver of coins, 

211 ... 
Bayley'8 (Mr. W. H.) MS. Notes, 163 ... 
Benares, UlBCription(S.} of Fin1z SMh 

at, 286 j description of buildings at, 
by Messrs. HOllle and Sherring. 288. 

Bengal, list of the rulers and kings of, 
S j the prorincial coinage of, 109 i 
supposed invasion of by Changiz 
Kb6.n, contradicted, 121 .. ; con
~POIYJ coinage pc, U6; p~ 

of the kings 04 148; the mints o~ 
IS0-1S4; coinage ot; 193,261. 

Bernier'. "Voysges," 390 II, ptusi".; 
his list of the provinces in A.urang
lIeb's dominions, with the amount III 
the revenue yielded by each, 450. 

Bh6.npfir, IL mint city of Shir Shah, 40 I, 
Bibi Jind Vadi, mentioued in Mohan 

LM's account of Uchh, 94 ... 
BUdft.rs' w~ 430. 
Bird's "HIStory of Gujara.t," 3S0 ... 

pasnm. 
Blochmann's article on the" Antiquities 

of Pandua," ISlll; his translatio~ 
of the" Ain-i-Akbari," 360, p/J88im. 

BokMrs Money Tables, in the Journ(ll 
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 49 •• 

Bricklayers' wages, 430. 
Briggs's "Fensbtah," 26 ,., ptUli".· 

derivation of the name "Altamsh," 43: 
Buchanan's" Works," 397 n. 
Biihler (G.), in the Journal of the 

Bombay branch of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, 362 fl. 

Buhl6li, a coin issued by Buhl61 L6di, 
359; N 11r nl H~s remarks on, 360. 

Bnhl61 L6di, governor of Lflhor and 
Sirhind, 336, 337 j (thirty-seconcl 
king). 3S7; coins ot; Nos. 311-316, 
pp. 3SS, 3S9 j assay. of coins 01, 
369 j note on the coins ot; 869. 

Bnrdw6.n, a maAdl in the province 9f 
Sha.rifa.bad. the site of, 399. 

Bumour's "Introduction a l' Histoke 
Buddhisme," 362 fl. 

Bntkhft.na·s " Idol Temples, U 45 fl. 
Butter (Glu), the price ot; 160,283,429. 

CAMPBELL (Mr. C. J.), in the 
JONNUlI of the Asiatic Society 01 

Bengal, 261 fl. 

Campbell's (AIr. C. S.) plan of' Altl
ud~ Muhammad Shah's intrench
ment, in the Journal of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal, 17 S fI; "Note. 
on the History and Topo~phy of 
the Ancient Clties of Dehli," 284 fl. 
lIa•lim• 

Campbell (Mr. G.), in the Journal 01 
the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 332. 

Canals constructed by Fir6s lSha.b. 294. 
Carpenters' wages, 430. 
Catron's " Histoire de l'Empire 

Mogol," 390 0, paBli", j his accoun' 
of tbe land-revenues of Aurangzeb, 
439 i his list of the provinces in 
Anrangzeb's dominions, and the 
revenue yielded by each, 443 ,.; 
441-i5Q. 
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Cllaboulet (y.), in the RefJU8 Numu
mataque, 422 II. 

Chahar Deva, a ChrLndel king, General 
Cunnmgham's account of the coin a 
of, 67 1'1; "esume of the history of, 
67 j coins of (as paramountsovereign), 
No.39,p. 70; (as tnbutary to Shams
ud.din Altamsh), No 40, p. 70. 

ChClhar Deva, coin of, No. 45, p. 75. 
Chand's .. Chronicle," in Tod's 

.. Annals of Rajasthfm," 18 II, pa8l1m. 
Chandel dynasty, list of the kings of 

the, 65. 
Changiz Khan, his supposed invasion 

of .Bengal in 642 A.H. oontradicted, 
121 II. j coins of Nos. 76-78, pp. 
91,92. 

Chiragh Dchli, inscription (R.) of Firuz 
Shah at, 286. 

Chltang, a sacred river of the Brah
mans, 295 n. 

Chitor, Tod's description of the pillar 
of victory at, 354; (woodcut of), 
355. 

Chohau, Colebrooke on the orthography 
of, 56 n. 

OliU1i(lm, fine lime plaster, 310. 
Chunar, Hindi. inscription in the tort 

of, 196 II. 
Churchill's" Voyages," 152 fI, passim. 
COINB.-For full referenees to coins, 

see under the various rulers specified. 
Colebrooke, hIs orthographies of the 

names .. Chohan" and .. Dehli," in 
the T"amact,on8 of the Royal 
Asiatic Society, fi6 n; in "Asiatic 
Researches," 61 fl. pal8lm. 

COLLECTIONS OP COINs.-See note at 
the end of the Preface, p. x. 

Colhn's (CoL), "Noticeofthe Chitang 
river," 295 fl. 

Comments on the usc ()f the word 
Khaltfah on coins, 88 fl. 

Cooper's .. Handbook to Dehli," 333". 
Cope's (Mr.) description of the Kalan 

Masjid at Dehli, 273 n. 
Cornwallis's (Lord) injurious measure, 

the" Perpetual Settlement," 436 fl. 
Cowell's (prof. E. B.) determination 

of the date when Mu'izz-nd-din Kai
kubad set out to meet his father, 
140 fI; his analysis of the .. Kiran
us·S'adain," 140 fl. 

Cowrie shells, remarks on. by Ibn 
Batutah, the Xin-i.Akbari, Sir H. 
Elliot, Prinsep, Major Rennell and 
Hamilton, 110 fI, 111 fl. 

Cracoft (Mr.), in the JOU".al of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal, 374 fI, 

Creighton's (U.) It Ruin. of GoUT," 
162 .. , 

Croix', (Pd. Petie de la) 1& TinIur Dec." 
86 fI, pa .. im. 

Cunningham', (Major-General) exami
nation of the coin bearIng the joint 
names of Mu'izz-ud-dln Muhammad 
bin Sfl.m and Pnthvi Rllja, 17 fI ; 

his "Archroological Rl'purt to the 
Government of India," 19 ",paJllm; 
his readingofthe date on inllCription 
C., 22 n; hiB "Gwalior InllCnptlOn .... 
63 "i his list of the kings of the 
CMndcl dynasty, 66 If i his article 
"Coins of the nine Nliglls, etc.," 
67 tI; his transcript of the ll'gible 
portion of an inscnption ot Shams
ud-din Altamsb, 80; hiS detectIon of 
dates on the Kabul coins, 123; h\8 
identillcatIon of N andana, 125 "; bis 
" Ancient Geography of India," 
372 n; his estimate of the "ati of 
Shir 8M.h, 409; his article "On 
the Indian Prince Sophy tea," 410 n. 

DA Asia de Jotto de Barrol, 152 ". 
Dam"" and Ddm8, Table showing 

the value. of, 364- fl. 

Dargah of Yusa( ~aHtl, at Dehli, 
InscriptIOn of Slkandar L6di on, 370. 

Daria Khan, viceroy of BIhar, 375. 
Daria Kh6.n L6di, go.-crnorof SamLhal, 

338 ... 
DaUd Khan LGdi, governor of Diana, 

338 fl. 
Da6d Shtth, a Bahmani king, 341. 
Daua Shflh, a king of GUJarat, 350. 
Daulat KMn LOdi, 316; (twenty-

seventh ruler), 325; coin. of, 326. 
Daulat LGdi, governor of provuu:cI in 

the Punjab, 376. 
Defremery (Pd. C.), one or the editors 

of the French eilition 01 Ibn Batu
tah's Works, 162 fl. 

Deguignes's" HiBtoiredcs Huns," 93", 
pal8lm. 

" Dehli Archreological Jonrnal," 168 fI, 
pa88i,n. 

Dehli, boundaries of the empire of, 2 ; 
the Kuth Mmfir at (woodcut), 21; 
high state of civilization in, 204 fI ; 

tomb of Muhammad bin Farid at 
(woodcut), 334; assay or Dehli and 
Bengal coins, llfi ; list of Dehh coina 
assayed at the Calcutta "M int, 368. 

Dehbwilas (coim),imitated by.Altamah, 
Kubachah of Smd, etc., 14, 

De Lact's U De Imperia Magoi 
Mogolis," 439 ,,; the ,.alue 01 his 



statistical return of Akbar's revenues, 
{to; his description of Akbar's coin 
ruues, U6, 

pe Sacy's .~ Antiquites de la Perse," 
36 ft, paUlIII. 

Dew Den, the wife of Khizr Khfi.n, 
176 ... 

D'Herbelot's "Bibliotheque Orientale," 
2.;8 ... 

Dilllwar Khfln, governor of Dhar, 316 ... 
Dilflwar KUu Gbon, a king of 

MtUwab and Mandli, 3-16. 
D'Obssou's .. Tableau de l' Empire Otto

man," 86,., pam"" 
Dorn's spelling of the name .. Multfl.n," 

16 It; .. Opuscula postum," 86 .. ; 
"Histo!1 of the Afghans," 357. 

Dow's" Hmdustan," 121 ft, paullII. 
Dozy's Arabic rendering of " Mahm6d

pUr," 47 II. 
Du Halde's work on China, 241 If, 

pauillt. 
DYNA.6TIES :-

'Xdil Sbfilii. 3-12. 
Bahmani, 340. 
Barid Sbflbi, 3i2. 
Bengal,8. 
Cbflndel, 65 ... 
E,,"}1ltia:q Kbalifil, 258. 
ImM Sbfilii. 312. 
Gujarflt, 350. 
HIDdUstfln, 7. 
J aunpUr, 320. 
Kabul, 58, 
Kb8rizmian, 86. 
Kutb Sbfilii. 342. 
Mftlwah and Ma:q.4.d, 346. 
M€war, M6. 
Nizflm Sb!i.bi. 3t2. 
Subuktagin, 10. 

EARLIEST INDIA.."i COINAGE, 
in Nunusmatic Chronicle, 226 ... 

Egyptian Khalifil, list of, 258; coins 
struck (by Muhammad bin Tughlak) 
in tbe names of, Nos. 212-219, pp. 
259,260. 

Egyptian Metrology, 362_ 
Eg~tiau weights. See TAlILBS OP 

" :EIGHTS AND lliASUIlES. 
Eklinga, a temple near Oodipur, 356 ; 

the patron dlrinity of the Gehlot&, 
3.56 ... 

Elliot's (Sir n.) Historians of India, 
16 ft, pauUII; his MS. copy of 
AlbirUni's .. Kflnlin," 47 "; .. Index 
to the Muhammadan 1lli'torians of 
India," 50,., ptUMm; his .. Memoirs 
of the Races of the North-west 
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Presidency," 66 II; his Ie Glossary of 
Indian Terms," 110, JHl8$UII. 

Elliot's (Sir Walter) note upon" Stars," 
169; lUs note on TllnkaAS, 223 ... 

Elphlnstone's .. Cabool," 26 It, plUMm; 
his .. History of India, 73 ", passiln. 

Epigrsrb on Mosque at Ajmu, Colonel 
Lees s translation of, 2.5. 

Erskine's .. History of India," 49,., 
palSBim; his note on the derivation 
of the word Tanka, 49 .. ; his" Bflbar 
and Humflyliu," 84 ... pnuim; his 
summary of Mongol and Tdrld tribes, 
84 ... 

Enkratides, discovery of a Bactrain coin 
of, description of, 421 ... 

Ewer's (Walter) .. Iuscriptions," 283 ... 
Extent of the Muslim empire in India 

at the death of Mu'iu-ud-din Mu. 
hammad bin SIun, 12. 

"'I:iUCSIMILES OF COINS :-Mu. 
1.' hammad bin Sam, 17, 20 j Tflj

ud-din Ilduz, 29, 30; Shams ud-din 
Altamsb, 46; MahmM of Ghami, 
48 II; Mas'aM of Ghami, 68 It; 
Pipala Rflja Deva, 69,,; Malaya 
Varmma Deva, Hi Shams-ud-dW. 
Altamsb, 78; N6.sir-ud-din Mah. 
mM Shah, 81; 'Al6.-ud-din Mu· 
hammad bm Takasb, 87,89; Chan. 
giz EMn, 91; Saif-ud-din Hasan 
J$:arlagb, 95 ; Uzbeg Pal, 99; Nflsir. 
ud-din l\fahm6d, 129; Ghifls·ud-din 
Balban, 134; Kutb-ud-din Mubflrak 
5Mb, 179; lIf uhammad bin Tnghlak, 
207,208, 209,210,211, (in memory 
of his fatber, 212), 215, 249, 252 i 
Fin1z Shab, 276; Firli. Shah ana 
his son Zalar, 300; Muhammad bin 
FirUz, 308; Ibrflbim of JaunpUr, 
321; Mahmdd I. of the Dakhan, 
342; 'Al6.-ud-din n. of the Dak. 
han, 343; l;Iusflm-ud-din H6shang 
oflllftlwah, 347; , Ala-ud-diu loIah. 
mM of MtUwab, 3t7; A\lmad Sbflh 
of Gujarit, 352; loIahmtid bin Lat1f' 
of Gujarnt, 352; Ibrflhim L6dt, 
377; Barbak of Jaunpur, 377; 
Akbar, 383; Sbu 8Mb, 394, 395, 
396,398,401; Jalftl Sbflh of Bengal, 
417. 

Fakhr-ud-din J Unl, son of Ghrw Beg 
Tughlak, 185. 

Fakhr-ud-din Mnbarak Sbhll, fifth 
king of Bengal, 262; coin of, No. 
220, p. 263. 

Far\la\ ul Mulk, viceroy of Gujarflt, 
350. • 
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II Faria e Sonza," 3.10 •• 
Fath KM.n, son of Firllz 8hib, 297 ; 

coins bearing their nameaconlointly, 
240-244, p,P. 298, 299. 

Fell'. (Captam E.) copy of an inacri~ 
tion at H ansi, 60 n. 

FerguS$on's "Handbook of Archi
tecture," 9, I'IU.im. (See IUustra
tions.) 

Ferrier's" Caravan Journeys," 187 •• 
Firflzfl.Md, a Bengal mint city, 161; 

site of, 292; removal of the court 
from. Dehli to the new city of that 
name by Frniz 8Mh, 292. 

Firl1z KU.n. a lIOn of Islflm Shih,4U. 
Finiz 8Mh'." Futuhfl.t-i-Firuz 8Mh;' 

27 n; (twentieth king), history 
of, 269, etc.; beneficial measure. 
adopted by, 271 n; pubhc works 
executed br, 273,289; coins or, NOI. 
223-232 (woodcut), pp. 274-276; 
2~3-237, pp. 276, 277; posthumons 
coma of, NOB. 238, 239, p. 277 i 
Shams-i-Siraj's account of the im
provelJlents introduced in the circu
lating coinage or, 278; result of 88say 
of coins of, 282; prices of grain 
during the reign or, 283; lnscrip. 
tionsof(Q.),on the Kutb Minir, 283; 
(R.), ~ Chirfl.gh Dehli, 286; (8.) 
at Benl/.res, 286; coins bearing the 
names of Firilz Sh~ and his .on 
Fath Khb, 296, Nos. 240-244, pp. 
298, 299; coins bearing thl! names 
of Finiz Shih and his 1011 Zalar, 
Nos. 245-249, pp. 300, 301; his 
revenues compared with those of 
other Indian monarchs, 435, 440. 

Firliz SMh, a Bahmani king, 34l; 
coins of, p. 346. 

Fort of Selim Gurh, at Dehli, eJ:~ 
during the reign of I slft.m Sh~, 414. 

Fraser's (J. B.) "Travels ~ Persia," 
49 n. 

Frrehn'. "Recensio Numorum Mu.
hammadanorum," 86 It, I'IU.irn. 

Ffllft.d, a slave, 332. 
Fuller's (Major) translation of Zift.-lld
. din Barni's "Tfuikh-i-Firflz SMw," 

l60 n,pa.lim, 

GAUBIL (p.), quoted in Marsden's 
II NUJIll8mata Orientalia," 239 fl. 

O/U, the, 01' yard measure of Sikandar 
L6di, 370; General Cunningham" 
remarks on, 372 n; Akbar's ,az, 
373. 

Ghfilib KhM, governor of Saminah, 
316n. 

Gbbi Be" Tughlak, 185. 
Ghazft.n Khfl.n, the nephew or Xai 

Kbfl.tfl, 241. 
Ghaznl. position of, 28 n. 
GW (butter), price of, 160, 283, 429. 
Ghiu·lld-~ a Bahmani kiDg, 841, 
Ohiu-ud-din Balbsn (tenth king), 

hi.tory of, 131; eoiDlof, Not. Ip. 
(woodcut), 116, pp. 134, 136; Ul
Icriptioll of (L), 136. 

Gh1b-ud.diu, elder brother or V.'izz
ud-dln Muhammad bin S6.m, 10; 
coins bearing their join' nam., Nps, 
1-3, pp. 12, 13. 

Gh1h-ud-din lOnlji,. king of VtUwab 
IJ.nd MaJ;l4u, 346; coins of, 349. 

Ghiu-ud-din Muhammad.. a descendllll' 
of the Khalil of Baghdtid AI MlUltan. 
fir billah, 257 n. 

Ghifl.s-ud-din Tugblak 8Mh (eighteenth 
king), history of, 186 j cow of, 
NOI.157-166, pp, 189-191; inscrip
tion (If (P.). 192 j the Fort of 
TugblaUbfl.d erected by, 192. 

Ghifl.s.ud-din Tughlak Shfl.h II. 
(twenty-first king), notice of, 301; 
eoins of, NOI. 250-253, p. 302-

Ghifl.spflr, a mint city of Bengal, the 
.ite or, 163. 

Gladwiu'. translation of AbU! FazI'. 
.. Ain.i-Akbari," 110,., I'lUIim. 

Goats' Hesh, the price of, 429. 
Gop6.lpflr, of Rohtak, the damrh or, 

363 ft. 
Gour, the ancient capital of Bengal, 

Minaret at (woodcut), 109. 
Govinda Chandra, a Rahtor of Kanauj, 

18; coin of, No. 16, p. 19. 
Grain, coarsely ground, Cor horses, 

price of, 283. 
Gram. price of, 283. 
Grant Du1f's (Capt.) "History of th. 

Mahrattal," 184 II, peu.im. 
Gujurat, list of the Muhammadan 

kings of, 350; the boundariet of, 
361; revenue of, 361 n. 

GUIlga R!un~I1r, near Dinft.jpur, in· 
scription .) of Rukn-ud~ Kai 
Kfl.u. foun among the ruins of, 14 9. 

Gurmuktiaar, inscription (L.) on the 
Jfl.m'i M usjid at, 136. 

Guthrie'. (Colonel), resnlta obtained 
from an assay of Dehli aud Bengal 
coins in the Kooch BahfLr hoard, 116. 

HAJJ RAIAB BARD'I, In 
EtrrPtian AmbllSli&dor, 2.58 It. 

n6.ji Sa'la-Sanarl, an Egyptian A.m. 
l>assador, 266 ft. 



Hamid Khfln, H';r of' 4~am Shih, 339. 
Hamilton's " Hindostan," 111 fI, 

,48';'11. 
Bamir, a Gehl6t king of Mewar, 356, 
Bansi, inscription from, 60 "; dis~ 

covery of coins at, (result of assay 
of 12 of them), 127. 

Hardy's (!\Ir. Spence) ~'Manual of 
Bllddhism," 362 ... 

Haripal. 884 Uw-. .. 
Hasan Gan"oo, a Bahmani kin~, 340. 
BasanNizfuni's "Tflj-ul-Mawr." 17 .. , 

plUlim; his evidence as to the date 
687 A.B:. on an InsCriptiOD. (C.) at 
the Kutb Minflr) 23 ... 

Haughton's (Col. J. C.) detail!! of the 
loCality of the Kooch Bahflr \loard, 
148 ... 

Hawkins's (Richard) notice of the 
treasures of J ahangil', 425 fI, 444. 

Him6, a fIQ#r. of Mnhammad 'Adil 
Shrlh, 415. 

Hindal Mirzfl, 393. 
Bindal Mirza, governor of Alwar 

(Mewat), 379. 
Bind6stau., list of the Path au. Sulta.u.a 

of, 7; division and rulers of at the 
death of Arflm 8Mh, 40; the state 
of in the rei,,"'ll of Shams.ud-din 
.Altamsh, 64 "; distribution of, after 
the invasion of Timt1r, 316 no 

Hollings's (Capt.) translatioD. of 8herif
ud-din '.Ali Yezdi's" Zafar Nflmah," 
171 ... 

Hong vou, the founder of the Ming 
dynasty in China, 241 fI. 

Huen Thsang's spelling of the word 
,. Multau," 76 ... 

B;umfly11n, a Bahmani king, 341; cow 
of,346. 

llnm'yCiu in. India, summary of the 
events of his reign. 379; dlvisioD. of 
governments on his accession, 379; 
coins of, Nos. 325-328, pp. 381,382. 

UnsaiD. Shrlh, king of Jaunplir, 320; 
coms of, 322, 378 fI. 

l1usam-ud-din HUshang Ghori, a king 
of Malwah and MaJ;l4t1, 346; coin 
of (woodcut), No. 305, p. ~47; co~ 
o~ p. 348. 

I BN ASfR'S" Kamil-al-Taw~i'kl).," 
60 IS. 

Ibn Athir, 26 fl. 
Ibn Batutah's reading of the date on 

inscription C, on the Kutb Minflr at 
Deb.l4 23 .. ; the French edltion of 
his work, ~3 fI, pcusi", , Dr. Lee's 
~ation of hi!! wo~k, HO, p~8Sim. 

4p7 

Ibr6.hllJ). L6di (thirty.fourth ling), 
resume of the reign of 375 j coins 
of, Nos. 31S-3~0. p. 376, 321 (wool).
cut), p. 377. 

Ibrahini 8Mh Shar\ti, the Sultb of 
Jaun{llir, 315, 320 j coins of, No. 
286 (woodcut), p. 3211 coi!Js of, 
321. 

Ibrflhim Sur (thirty-ninth king) history 
of, 410; coiD. of, No. 398, p.416. 

Ilthtiflr-ud-din Ghbi SUh, seventh 
king of Bengal, 265; coin. of, No. 
222, p. 266. 

lldWl, meaning o~ 25 .. ; Elphinstone'. 
spelling of, 25 ... 

IldAi gas, the, 373; adoption of in. 
1825-6, by the British government 
of Iniha, 374. 

ILLUSTRATIONS (Mr. Fe~on's):
Minaret of Mas'add Iu., 9; Kutb 
Minflr at Dehli, 21; Pathau. Tomb 
at Sepree, near Gwalior, 41 ; Min.aret 
at Gour, the ancient capital of 
Bengal! 109; inscriptlon on the 
minaret at Allygurh, 129 j 'Alfl.·ud
din's Arches at the Kutb Min.fIr, 
166; Jf!.mi'i Mosque at JaunpCir, 
319 j Tomb of Muhammad biD. Farid, 
at Dehli, 334; Pillar of Victory, I'-t 
Chitor, 355. 

'ImM·ud.din's wealth, 296 fI, 
'ImM ul Malik's Baoli at Dehli, in

scriptions (U. V.) on, 413, 414. 
"Inscriptions," 362 ... 
India, wealth of, in. Finiz Shflh'lI time, 

435; poverty of, in Babar'l\ time, 
436. 

Indian coins of Mu'izz-ud-din Mu~ 
hammad b~ Sflm, Nos. 3a-H, pp. 
14:-16. 

Indian revenull4 of Rabar, 387, 390, 
t35; of Akbar, 388,435; oq ahin
gir, 445 j of 8Mh J ahfln, UI); of 
Aurangzeb, 390, 435, 450. 

Indian wei&,hts, 222 .. ; Indian and 
other foreIgn weights, 223 ". 

INSCRIPTIONS :- ' 
Mas'aud III., on the Miaaret at 

Ghazni (woodcut), 9. 
(A.) Muhammad bin. Sflm, OD. the 

fourth circlet of the Kutb Min6..J 
at Dehli (woodcut), 21; (B,) 
In the second band or belt of 
inscriptions, 22. > • 

(C.) Kutb-ud·din Aibeg, under the 
arch of the eastern entrance to 
the Kutb Minflr, 22; lD.) 
Over the northerQ. entrance to 
the ~u~b Minflr. 24 i (E.) On 
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tb~ centre gateway of the Kutb 
MlJlfLr,24. 

(F.) Shams-ud-dfn Altamsb, over 
the doorway of the secoud storr 
of the 'Kutb Minfl.r, 79: (G.) 
On the upper circlet of the 
second story of the Rutb MinfLr, 
80; (H.) On the thIrd story 
over the doorway of the Kutb 
Minfl.r, 80; (I.) On one of the 
centre arches at the Kutb 
Minru-, 80; (J.) On the lower 
belt of one of the minarets of 
the mosque at Ajmir, 80. 

(K.) Nfl.sir-ud-din Mahmud. over the 
doorway of the minaret at 
Allygurh (engraving), 129. 

(L.) Ghffl.s-ud-din Balban, on the 
walls of the JAm'i Musjid at 
Gurmuktfsar, 136. 

(M.) Utar, Bon of HaripfLl, on the 
Baoli, at PfLlam, 137. 

(N.) Rukn-ud-din Kai KfLlis, found 
among the ruins at Gunga 
RfLmpur, 149. 

(0.) 'AlfL-ud·din Muhammad SMh, 
on the arches at the Kutb 
Minfl.r,173. 

(p.) Ghifl.s-ud-din Tu~hlak SMh, on 
the Jflm'i MusJid at Multu 
(not extant), 192. 

(Q.) Firuz SMh, on the fifth 8to

8 of the Kutb Minflr, 283; (R. 
In Chirflgh Dehli, 286; (S. 
On a stone roof beam of the 
edifice on the western bank of 
the Bakariya KIlI}.cJ, at Benares, 
286. 

(T.) SikandarL6di-l,on the Dargfl.h 
of Y lisaf ~atfll, at Dehli; 2, 
on the bastion of ShaM.b-ud
din Taj Kh{m, at Dehli; 3, on 
the lower entrance of the Kutb 
Mmfl.r; 4, at Dehli; 6, on the 
arch of the M~barah of Finiz 
SMh, at Dehli, 870. 

(U.) Islflm Shah, on'Imfld ul Malik's 
Well at Dehli, 413; (V.) On 
'Imad ul MalIk's Baoli at Dehli 
414. ' 

Jsa Khu Tlirk, governor of Kol
Jaleswar, 338 n. 

'lsa Khan's M~barah, inscription on 
414. ' 

Islam Kh{m, 803, a flazi,. of Muham
mad bin Firuz Shah, 307. 

Islfl~ 8Mb (thiftr-seventh king) 
history of, 410; coms of, Nos. 359-
864a, pp. 411-413 j inscriptions in 

the time of, 413, 414; publio build
ings erected in the time or, 4 U. 

'Izz-ud-din BalbfLn, a lon-in-law of 
Shams-ud·din AltaIlUlh, 120. 

JAI CHAND, the last of the Rahton 
of Kanalij, 18. 

Jahugfr'1 revenues, 444; hi. revenue. 
for the rears 1611,1628, A.D. tabu
lated WIth those of other IndIan 
monarchs, 446. 

J'alhl LGdi, king of Jaunpdr, Ion of 
Sikandar LGdl, 376, 

J alfLl-ud.din Atsiz, a Kharizmian king 
86. ' 

J'alM-ud din Fir!iz Shah, once a f1adr 
of Mu'izz-ud-drn Kaikubad, HI' 
(twelfth king), history of 142; coin; 
of, Nos. 120-124, 1" 144, 146. 

lalfll-ud-din Lohul, king of Bihfl.r 
393. ' 

J'alfll·ud-din lfankbarnin, a contempo
rary of Shams-ud.din Altamsh, 1!6 ; 
coins of, NOl. 11-76, PI?' 90, 91. 

J'alfll SMh of Bengal, COlD of (wood
cut), No. 371, p. 417. 

J'aunp6r, Local coin. of, 319; Jfl.m'j 
Mosque at (woodcut), 319; list of 
the liings ot, 320; specimen coin of 
th~ Jaunpur mint (woodcut), 321 ; 
COID8 of, pp. 321, 822. 

Johnson', (F.) interpretation of the 
word" Khidmat," 93 Pi. 

J'ones'. (SIr WillIam) "Works," 1M n. 
Josa fa Barbaro in .. Ramu.jo-," 49 n. 
Journal A.iatilJ~, 20 n, pa.llm. 
Journal de. Savant,. 211 n, pa •• im. 
Journal of the Archreologlcai Society 

of DehlI, 143 n. 
Journal of the Asiatic Society of 

Bengal, 9, pa.lim. 
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 

16 n, paI.im. 
luwfl.r, the price of, 429. 
Juynboll'. "Lexicon Geographicum," 

47 n, 

KXBUL, the Brahman and Indian 
kings of, 67, 68; coins or, 69 fl. 

~adr KUn, a governor of the prorinee 
of Lakhnauti, 262. 

Kai Khatu, king of Persia, the issue 
of paper currency by, 240. 

Kaiumonrs, the IOn of MU'izz-ud-din 
KaikubM, 140, 142. 

Kajar Shah, a mint master, 281 fI, 

Kalan6r, a Pathft.n mint city, 39.5. 
Kal1m-Ullah,. Bahmani kIDg, 341. 
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Kamalfl. D~vt, the mother of Dewal 
Devi, 176 n. 

Kfuur6.n l\ICrzfl.. governol.' of K6.bul and 
Kandahflr, 379; coins of, 379 n. 

Kanauj coins, No. 16, issued by 
Govmda Chandra Deva, p 19; No. 
17, issued by Prithvi Deva, p. 19; 
Nos. 18, 19, issued by Mu'izz-ud
din Muhammad bin Sam, p. 20. 

Kanbalu, the mint city of Kublai 
Kh6.n, 239 n. 

"K~," meaning of, 218 n, 219 n. 
Karauniah Turks, the, 186 n. 
Karmfm, frontier fortress of, on the 

route to India, 26'j the site of, 
26 II; Ibn Athir's notice of, 26 II. 

Khsha, the derivation of the term, 
36111. 

Kashmir weights, 222 n. 
Khaft Kh6.n's " M untakhab at LuMb," 

369 II, 422 n, passim. 
Khaitsi, a Gehl6t king of Mewar, 356. 
Khahf Mustansir bulah, coin of, 51, 62. 
Khal!f, title used on the coins of the 

Muhammadan kings, 66. 
Kh6.n-i J ah6.n, two persons of that 

name, father and son, fJazirs of Firuz 
Shfl.h, 272, 273. 

Kh8.rizmian kings, list of the dynasty 
of, 85. 

Khidmat, meaning of the word, 93 n; 
Johnson's interpretation of, 93 n. 

Khizr Kh6.n, a son of 'Ala-ud-d1n 
Muhammad Shfl.h, 176; story of his 
love, 17 6 II. 

Khizr Kh6.n, governor of Multttn, 316 ; 
(twenty-eighth ruler), 326; FerlSh
tah's and AbUl Fazi s mistake reo 
garding the coinage of, 328. 

Khul~at-al-Taw8.rikh, 187 n. 
Khulasat· u1 • Akhb8.r, the author's 

derivation of the name ".Altamsh," 
43. 

Khusrti Malik, the last of the Ghaz
navis, 11. 

Khusru Parvfz, son of Naushirwan 
the Great of Persia, 36 fl. 

Khwajah-i-Jah6.n, a minister left in 
charge of Dehli by Muhammad bin 
Tughlak. 269; execution of, 270 II. 

KhwaJah.i Jahan, a f1azir of Muham
mad bin Firuz Shah, 307: rebelhon 
of, 312; governor of Kanauj, etc., 
316 n; king of Jaunpur, 320. 

Khwajah Kutlugh, a Mughal invader, 
175. 

Kilavalha, referred to in Captain Fell's 
transcript of all inscription at Hansr, 
6ln. 

Kildghari, the site of, 143 n. 
Kirman, the position and ol-thography 

of, 26 n. 
Kooch BaMI.' hoard of coins, 113, 

148; Colonel J. C. Haughton's 
description of the locality where the 
coins were found, 148 n. 

Kubachah, king of Sind, 14, 42; 
summary of the events of the reign 
of, 99; derivation of the name of, 
99 n; the tributaries of, 99, 100 n ; 
coins of, Nos. 86, 87, pp. 100, 101. 

Kublai Khan, the Mughal conqueror 
of China, 239 j Marco Polo's account 
of the paper currency issued by, 239 
It; Ibn BatJJtab's notice of the 
success of, 240 n. 

Kurram, the site of, 26 n. 
Kutb Khan Afgh6.n, governor of 

Rapri, 338 II. 
Kutb-ud-din Aibek, a slave bf Mu'izz

ud-din Muhammad bin Sam, 11; 
inscriptions B. C. D. and E., executed 
under his auspices, 24 j (second king). 
history of, 32. ' . 

Kutb-ud-din Mubal.'ak Shah (sixteenth 
king), history of, 178; coins of, No. 
142 (woodcut), p. 179; Nos. 143-
164, pp. 180-183. 

Kutb-ud-din Muhammad bin Anush
tagin, a Khtuizmian king, 85. 

Kutb Minar at DehIi, inscriptions on. 
See INSCRIPTIONS. 

Kutb Shah, a king of Gujarat, 850. 

LXD MALEK, a wife of SlUr Shfl.h, 
400. 

Labourers' wages, 430. 
Lakha R:tna, a Geh16t king of l\lewar, 

366, 
Lakhnautr, the orthography of, 107 n. 
Lakshmana, another name of U paga, 

the son of Kllavalha, 61 n. 
Lane's" Arabic DICtIOnary," 208 n. 
Lang1es,in"Mem. de l'Instltl!te, '240211. 
.. Laws of Manu," 4, passim. 
Lee's (Dr.) translation of Ibn Batl!

tah's work, 110 n, passim. 
Lees's (Colonel) translation of an in

scription on the mosque at Ajmir, 26; 
his translation of inscriptIOn (N.). 
14 9; his 0 bj ections to the deter
mination of the relative values of 
gold and silver in Akbar's time, 426n. 

Legend on com No. 69, remarks on 
the, 79. 

Lethbndge (Mr. Eo) "Topography of 
the Mogul Empire," 440 n. 

Lewis's. (Major H.) description of the 
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Kalfln Masjid a~ Dehli, 273 If j hit 
translation of Sham'l-i Siraj 'A!if'a 
" TrIrlkh-i Flrllz SbW," 266 If. 

Leyden, one of the editora of Bflbar'. 
.. Memoirs," 400 If. 

Lucretius, 231 If. 

Lumsden'. (Major) "Mission to Kan
dahu," 26 "; his description of the 
Fort of Knrram, 26 ". 

MADANA P&LA DEV A, an Indian 
king of Kabul, 68; coin of, No. 

34, p. 62. 
lIfadden's "Jewish Coin~" 231 fl. 
Mahiphla. king of Gwhlior, coins of, 

Nos. 36, 36, p. 63. 
MahmUd bin Ghifls-ud-din, n~bew of 

Mu'izz-ud·din Muhammad bm Sflm, 
31 j coin of, No. 26, p. 32. 

Mahmdd bin Mubammad SMh (twenty
fifth king) account of the reIgn of, 
312; list of the districts in hit 
kingdom, 313 fI; coins of, Nos. 276-
281, pp. 316,317. 

MahmUd of Ghaznr, 10, 47; coin of 
(woodcut), 48 fI, 49 fl. 

MahmUd Khan, governor of Mah6bah 
and Khlpi, 316. 

llahmud L Khilji, a king of MaIwah 
and Ma~c}u, 336, 346 j coin. of 
(woodcut), No. 306, p. 347; coms 
of, p. 348; defeated by Rana Khumbo 
of Miwar, 364. 

MahmUd II., a king of Mhlwah and 
MaJ}c}d,346; coins of. p. 349 j 379 ". 

Mahmud Shflh I., a Bahmani king, 
341 j com of (woodcut), No. 303, p. 
342 j coins of, 346. 

MahmUd 8Mh II., a Bahmani king, 
341; coins of,346. 

Mahmdd Shflh bin Ibrflhim 8Mh, 
king of J annpllr, 320; C10ins of, 321, 
322. 

Mahmdd 8Mh I., a king of Gujarflt, 
360; coins of, 363. 

Mahmud Sbflh II., a king of Gujarflt, 
360 j coins or, 363. 

Mabmdd 8hflh Ill., a king of Guja
rflt, 351 j coin of (woodcut) No. 
308, p. 362; coins of p. 363. 

Maisey (Lieutenant), 66 ". 
Mqbarah of Fimz Sbflh at Dehli, In

scription of 8ikandar L6di on the 
arch oftha, 370. 

Makhdllm Jahflnifln Jahfm Gasbt, 
llohan U.l's description of the 
mausoleum of, 94 ". 

Malaya y armma Deva, of Krilinjar, 
1; i co~ of (woodcut), NOt "3. p. 74. 

Malcolm'. el Peraia," 2U. j hit " ee.. 
tral India," S4C! fI, PIIU'tII. 

Mallka.i-J abfln, a wife of J alCtl-wl-d1.JJ 
Firtil Shflh, 164. 

Malik Bandar Kbiljt, gOTemar or 
Lakhnauti, 262 It. 

Malik Chhajd, a nephew of GhIu-ud
Balban, US. 

Mahk N €lib KfI.ti1t (liCt.eentll king), 
history of, 170; COUl. of, No. Ul, 
p.177. 

M6.lwah, boundaries of the kingdom 
of, 346; bit of the kingt 0(, ailS; 
coina of, 348, 349. 

Mank6t or Mbghar, the .ite of the 
fortreu of, erected during bl1rn 
Shflh'ueign, 414, 

Manucci, tbe Venetian traveller, 390 If. 
.. Mara,id-al-Ittua.'· the, on the .pell. 

ing of II Multu," 76 If. 
Marco Polo, 234 tIt pa,.;".. 
Marsden', "NUIUlSmata Orientalia." 

163 tI, pa"i",. 
.. Mashlik-nl-Absu," by Shaikh Mu

buak bin Mahmdd Anbati., in 
.. Notices et Extraits," 203 ", plI"i"., 

Mas'atidi's spelling of the name 
.e Mnltfln," 76 ft. 

Mas'a(idi, the French ~dition of hi~ 
works, 35 fl. 

Mas'aUd ilL, Minaret of (woodcut), 9, 
Mas'aUd of Ghaznt, coin of (woodcut), 

68 It. 
Mash, the ~riC8 of, 160,429. 
Maskelyne I (Mr. N. 8.) estimate of 

the ,.ati in llflbar'. time, 410 ... 
'Masson'. (Charles) .. J oumcll in Dalu

chistfln," 26 '" JHI"i".. 
Matchlockmen·. pay, 430. 
Maulavi Sadr-ud.:cJin, • learned .. tlllh 

nl eaddr," of Debli, 169 If. 
Manlawis Khadim Husain, one of the 

editora of the Calcutta edJ.tion of the 
.. TabaUt-i·Nfuliri," 76. 

Max Mliller's "Chips from a German 
Workshop," 165 III; hit .. Samkri, 
Literatnre," 168 .. j hi.·' Letter" in 
Morley' ... Digest," 168 ... 

Maynard'. (C. B. de) .. Diet. Gcogr.lle 
1il Perse," 27 II, pll8li".. 

11 cCnlIoch'. "Commercial Dictionary,· 
161", 

McKenzie'. (Colonel) "lIap," 332 III. 
Measures, modes of ascertaining the 

correctneu of, 16l. 
J.feda.la, posthumous (remarks on), 28. 
M ewar, rm of the Gehl6t kings ot, 356; 

their patron divinity Ekhnga, 356 ft. 

lIina.m of Mas'a1id IlL (woOdcut), t. 
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l£inMj-us-SHj's "TabaHt-i-N6.siri," 
8,ptl811,m. 

MINT CITIES OF AKBAR, complete list 
of, 427, 428. 

:MINT CITIES OF AN'0Nnl:OU8 COINS:
Agrah,385. 
AIwar, 386. 
Dehli, 386. 
Jaunpur, 386. 
Lhhor.386. 
M8.\lrJ.u, 386. 

MINT CITIES OF BENGAL: ..... 
FirUzabad,1&l. 
Ghlaspdr, 153. 
Lakhnauti. 149. 
Mu'azamabad, 153. 
Satgaon, 151. 
Shahr Nan, 152. 
Sonargaon, 152. 

MlN'l' CITIES OF T.IDI PATJUN8:-4 
Agrah,396. 
Bhanpdra, 401. 
Biana, 403. 
Chunar, 399. 
Dar ul Islam, 208. 
Dar ul Khilafat, 181. 
Daulatabad, 249. 
Dehli,16. 
Deogir, 171. 
Ghazni, 12. 
Gh6r, 15. 
Gwalior, 16. 
Rissar, 403. 
Kfllinjar, 40. 
Kalpi,394. 
Kurman, 92. 
Kutbabad, 180, 
Lakhnauti, 107. 
Lhhor, 16. 
Multan, 76. 
Nag6r,78. 
N arn61, 403. 
PesM.war, 16. 
Rantambh6r, 401. 
Satga6n, 412, 
Sh~-i Bakar, 412. 
Sharffabad, 398. 
Shirgarh, 397. 
Sind,16. 
Sonfirgaon, 215. 
Sultanpur, 210. 
Warangol,210. 

Mirkhond's derivation of the name 
.. Altamsh," 43. 

Mir Khusru's "Tflrikb 'Alai," 159 n, 
pas8lm; his account of the buildings 
erected by • Alfl-ud-din Muhammad 
Shhh, .173; his "Story of Khizr 

Khan and Dewal Rant," 177 II i his 
.. KhazMn-ul-Fut'U\I," 233 II. 

t'Mitaksharfi.," the, 362 n. 
:Mohan Lal's description of the town 

of Uchh, 94 n. 
Mokulji, a Gehl6t king of Mewar, 356. 
Monogrammatio ehlgmas on coins in 

favour with the Turks, 87 n. 
Months, Muhammadan the, G. 
Morley's" Digest," 168 n. 
Morley's .. Catalogue of the Royal 

Asiatic Society·s MSS.," 432 no 
Moth, the price of, 160, 429. 
MU'azamabad, a mint city of Bengal, 

the site of, 163 j Dr. Blocbmann's 
remarks on, 153 n. 

Mublirakpur, the site of, 332 n, 
Mubarak Shhh (twenty-ninth king), 

history of 330; coins of, Nos. 287-
290, p. 333. 

Mubflrak Shhh, king of Jaunpdr, 320. 
Mnghal (Chaghatai) conquest ot India, 

the, 378. 
Mughal invaders, the, 174; coins of, 

Nos. 139, 140, pp. 176, 176. 
Muhammad' Xdil ~hhh (thirty. eighth 

king). history of, 414; (lOins of, Nos. 
395-397, p. 416. 

Muhammad, a king of Malwah and 
MaJ}.c;lu, 846. 

Muhammad. a son of Gh1!is-ud-ch"'n 
Balban, death of, 132. 

Muhammadan coins, assaxs of, 324. 
Muhammad Bakhtiar Khilji, of Bengal, 

37. 
Muhammad bin Farrd (thirtieth king), 

tomb of, at Dehli (woodcut), 334; 
history of, 334; coins of, Nos. 291-
296, pp. 386, 887. 

Muhammad bin Firuz Shah (twenty
third king), account of, 806; coins of 
as joint king with ~ father, ~os. 
261, 262, p. 307; hIS own COlnS, 
Nos. 263 (woodcut)-269, pp. 308-
309; posthumons coins of, Nos. 270, 
271, pp. 309-310. 

Muhammad bin Tughlak (niueteenth 
hng), character of, 202; Ibn Batu
tah's account of the removal of the 
cltizens of Dehli to Deogir by, 202 fI j 
lists of provinces in the dominion ot, 
203 n; history of the feIgn of, 203, 
etc.; the excellence of the coinage 
of, 206; coins of, Nos. 171 (wood
cut), 172 (woodcut), 173 ~woodcnt), 
174,175 (woodcut), 176a woodcut), 
176, 177 (woodcut), 178 woodcut), 
179-188 (woodcut), pp. 207-215, 
small silver coins of, Nos. 189-104, p. 
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216; currencies of, 217; State coinage 
and its interchangeable rates under, 
219; forced currency of, 239; coins 
of, Nos. 195, 196 (woodcut), p. 249, 
197-201 (woodcut), pp. 250-252, 
205, 206 (woodcut), 207 (woodcut), 
p. 252, 20S-211, p. 253; coins of 
struck in the names of the Egyptian 
Khalifs, Nos. 212-219, pp. 259-
260; relative values of gold and 
silver during his rei~ 231 ; prices 
of provhnons in his reign, 260; 
public works of, 261. 

Muhammad Ghori, an appellation of 
Mu'lZz-ud-din Muhammad bin Sam. 
10. 

Muhammad KMn Gdria, governor of 
Bengal,415. 

Muhammad Khfm, son of Firuz 5Mb, 
273. 

Muhammad Khfm, viceroy of BIMr, 
375. 

Muhammad SMh bin Mabm6d. king 
of Jaunpur, 320; coins of, 322. 

Muhammad Shah I., a Bahmani king, 
340. 

Muhammad Shah II., a Bahmani king, 
341; coins of, 346. 

Muhammad Shah, a king of Gujurflt, 
350; coins of, 353. 

Muhammad SMh II., a king of 
GUJarat, 351. 

Muir (Dr. J.), 295 ft. 

Mu'izz-ud-dCn Bahram SMh (seventh 
king), 117; summlUJ of the events 
of hlB reign, 118; coms o~ Nos. 92-
96, pp. 11S-120. 

Mu'izz-ud-din KaikuMd (eleventh 
king), history of, 138; coins of, Nos. 
116-119, 'PP' 141, 142. 

MU'lZz-ud-din Muhammad bin Sam 
(first Pathan king), hIStory of the 
reign of, 10; coins bearing his own 
and his brother's names, Nos. 1-3, 
pp. 12, 13; his own coins, Nos. 3a-
14, pp.I4-16; coin beariog the joint 
names of Muhammad bin Sam and 
Prithvi Raja (woodcut), No. 15, pp. 
17, 18; Kanauj coins of, Nos. 18 
(woodcut), and 19, p. 20; inscrip
tions (A.) of, on the Kutb Minar at 
Dehli, 21; (B.), 22. • 

lIujabid SMh, a Bahmani king, 341. 
lIn1p1rrab Khan, a governor of Dehli, 

312. 
lIullCt ~bal Khan, commander of the 

fort of Sfrl, 313 ft; governor of 
Dehli and the Doab, 316 n. 

Mnltan, orthography of. 76; inscription 

{p.) of Ghlas-ud-din Tughlak SHh 
on the Jfun'i MUAjld at, 192. 

Murray'. "Travels lD Asia," 1Il2 II. 

Mutton, the price of, 429. 
Muzaffar Shah L, • klDg of Gujarflt, 

350. 
Muzaffar Shah II., • king of Gujar't, 

360; COlDS or, p. 353. 
112 uzaffllr Shah Ill., a kmg of Gujarat, 

351; coins of, p. 353. 

NAG6R,. mint city or the PlIlhlna, 
the site of, i8 II. 

NakhUd, the price of, 160, 429. 
Narn6l, a mint city of SMr Shah, 403; 

noted for its copper mines, 403 .. ; 
the site and size of, 416 II. 

Nisir-ud-din, Bughrfl. Khan, • IIOD of 
Ghias.ud-din Halban, invpsted with 
the government of Ben~al, 132; 
account of • curions meeting wilh 
his Drphew, Mu'izz.lld-din Kaiku
bad (eleventh Dng), on the banks of 
the SaJjCt, 140. 

Nasir.ud-dfn Khuji, a king of M ""vah 
and Mal}du, 3!6; coins of, p. 349. 

Nasir-ud-din KhUBrU (8Pventeenth 
kmg), history of, 183; COlDS of, Nos. 
165,156, pp. 185, 186. 

Nasir-ud-din :Mahm6d SMh, heir
apparent of Shams-ud-dfn Altamsh, 
45; coin of (woodcut). No. 60, p. 81; 
summary of his hiltory &I governor 
of Lflhor, 82. 

Nasir.ud·din lIfahmdd (ninth king), 
history of, 124; .ummary of the 
eventl of the reign of, 125; COlD. 
of, Nos. 106 110 (woodcut), pp. 
126-129; irucnption (K.) of, 129; 
the penmanship of, 130. 

NasIr-ud-din Muhammad bin II868u 
Karlagh, IOU of Saif-ud din AI
Hasan ~arlagh, king of Smd. 98 ; 
coins of, Nos. 83, 84, p. 98 history 
of,98. 

N aushirwfln the Great, of Persia, 34 ... 
Nflwab Amin-ud-din, of LoharU, the 

possessor of a MS. of llir KhusrCl', 
"Tankh • Alai," 159 ... 

Nicolo Conb', "Travels," 152 ... 
Nizam Shah, • Bahmani king, 341. 
Nizam-ud-din, • ~adr of Mu'izz-ud-

dfn K&1kubad, 139. 
Nizflm.ud-din Ahmad'. "TabaUt-i

Akbari," 121 ft, pauim; his return 
of Akbar'. revenue in 1593 4.D. 
386; his notes .. to the extent of 
llindClstan, 432. 
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N orthem India, the coinage of, 64. 
Novairi, quoted by D'Ohsson, 254 n. 
"Nripati," a title applied to Mabmud 

of Gha.zni, 138. 
Nuh bin MansUr, a coin of, struck at 

Bokbarfl, 261. 
N~t KMn, a son of Fath KMn, 

312; (twenty-sixth king), notice of, 
318; coins of, Nos. 282-285, p. 318. 

N~rat Shah of Bengal, 379. 
Nu~rut-ud-din Tfl.basi, a general of 

Shams-ud-din .Altamsh, 67, 68 n. 

QODA. a Gehl6t king of M~war, 
356. 

Ouseley's "Oriental Geography," 187 n, 
pa8stm. 

Ovid, 231 n. 
Oxen, the price of, 260. 

PACHIMBA DEVA, an Indian 
king, coin of, No.2, p. 69 n. 

Pdriah, meaning of the term, 184 fI. 
Parkes (Mr. H.), in the Journal of the 

Royal AS18.tic Society, 239 n. 
Pathan Empire, list of the Sultans of 

the, 7; its distnbution at the time of 
Timur's invasion, 315 n. 

Pathan tomb at Sepree, near Gw{ilior 
(woodcut), 41. 

Peas, the price of, 260. 
Persian hIStory, an incident in, 34 n. 
Perwan, a mint city, site of, 86 fI. 

Pipala Raja Deva, an IndIan king, 
coin pf, No.3, p. 69 n. 

Poole's (R.S.) " Weights and Measures" 
in Smith's" Dictionary of the BIble," 
223,362. 

Pottinger's (Sir H.) .. Travels in 
Beloochistan and Smde," 187 n. 

Price's" Muhammadan History," 26 n, 
plUBttn; his" Inscriptions," 66 n. 

Prinsep's (J.), .. Essays, etc .• " 18 n, 
plUsim. 

Prinsep (H. T.), in the Journal of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal, 26 n. 

Prithvi Raja of Ajmir, a Chohan 
leader, 11 ; coin bearmg his name and 
that of Mu'izz-ud-din Muhammad 
bin Sam (woodcut), p. 17. 

Prithvi Raja, referred to in an in
scription at Hansl, copied by Capt, 
Fell, 60 n; coin of, No. 38, p, 64. 
(See also pp. 17, 111.) 

Prithvf (Varmma) Deva, a CMndel 
king of Kanauj, 18; coin of, No. 
17, p. 19, 

Prices of provisions, "'forced by Ala-

ud-din Muhammad SMh, 160; ordi
nary in Muhammad bin Tughlak's 
time, 260; in Firfiz SMh's time, 
283; in Akbar's time, 429. 

Proceedingll of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal, 161 II, pa881tn. 

PROVERlIS :-
.. A second Hfl.tim TfU," 36. 
" Dehli is distant," 205. 
" Dominion and greatness are of 

God:' com No. 193, p. 216. 
CI Giver of laks," 35. 
" It is a far cry to Lochow," 205 n. 
"King of the land, martyr of the 

sea," 350 n. 
ee Lords of Elephants," 331. 
"Manzi! of Damik," 11. 
"Owners of Elephants," 331. 
" Possessor of two lights," 397 fl. 
"The asylum of the world," 399. 
" The last Clty," 323. 
"The hon of war," 356 n. 

Pulse, the price of, 429. 
Punjab, the Brahminical kings of 64. 

QUATERNARY scale in general use 
in India, 4. 

Quatremere (M.) in "Notices et Ex
traits," 218. 

Queipo's (Don V.) "Essai sur les 
systemes MtStriques et Monetaires 
des anciens peuples." 

RA1MAL, a Gehl6t king of MtSwar, 
356. 

Raja Partap Sing, governor of Kampi!a 
and Patlill, 338 fI. 

Rajendra Lala MItra, in the Journal of 
the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 63 n. 

Ramadatta's COlDS, 362. 
Ramsurn das's version of inscription 

(I.) at PaJam, 137. 
Rana Khumbo, a Gehlot king of 

Mewar, the monumental .. Jaya 
Stambha" of, 354 ; his defeat of the 
armies of Gujarat and MaJwah, 356 ; 
coin of, No. 309, p. 356. 

Rana Mall Bhatti, whose daughter was 
the mother of Flruz Shah, 272 n. 

Rantambh6r, a mint city of Shir SMh, 
401; assigned to 'Kdll Khan, 401 n; 
the sIte of, 401 fl. 

Rashid-ud-din's derivation of the name 
" Altamsh," 43;. his " J am'i-al
Tawarikh," 64 fl. 

Readin~ of a comyetent authority at 
Dehli of inscription (C.) on the Xutb 
Minar, 23 n. 
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Redhouse's (Mr.) derivation ot the 
name" Altamsh," 44 n. 

Reinand's .. Fragments Arabee at Per
&ani relatifs A I'lnde," 47 fl. 

Relative valnes of gold and silver, 
231, 232, 234, 424. 

Remarks on the weight ot various 
Indian coina, p. 217. 

Rennell's (Major)" Memoir ot a Map 
of HindOO8tan," 110", pauim. 

Rice, the price of. 160, 2M, 429. 
Richardson's .. Persian Dictionary," 

423 n. 
Rizfah (sixth ruler), history of, 104; 

coins of, NOB. 90. 91, pp. 107, 108. 
"Riziah," comments on the meaning 

of the term, 108. 
Roe's (Sir Thos.) acconnt of Jahti.ngir" 

revenues, 444 fl. 
Royal Asiatic Society's MS. No. 77, 

xcviii., 423 n. 
Rukn Chand. 301; fla:{r of AMbakr 

bin Zalar KMn. 303. 
Rukn-ud.din Firuz SMh (fifth king), 

history of, 102; coins of, NOB. 88, 
89, p. 103. 

Rukn-ud-dfn Ibrtlhim (thirteenth 
king), history of, 154; coina ot, 
NOB. 126-129, p. 165. 

Rnkn-ud.din Kai KflUa, of Bengal, 
148; coin of, No. 126, p. 149; in
scription (N.) of, 149. 

Rulers of Bengal, list of the, 8. 

S'AADAT KHXN, a noble of Yah
mild bin Muhammad Shflh'sconrt, 

312. 
Sflbah, an Emperor of the Tnrks in the 

Sassanian penod, 3f n. 
Sacy (M. Silvestre de) in the J014N1al 

du Sat/ants, 211 n, pa6lim. 
Sahsaram, Shit Shah's Mall.8Oleum at, 

394 n. 
Saif-ud-din AI-Hasan I,{arlagh, a 

general of J altll-ud·din Mank bamill. 
history of, 92; coins of, No. 79 
(woodcut), p. 95, 80-82, p. 96. 

Sale's K6rfln. 178 n,passim. 
Sallakshana PtllaD\!va,an Indian king 

of the Kabul dynasty, 68; coin of, 
No. "33. pp. 62; remarks on the 
name of, 62 ... 

Salt, the price of. 160.429. 
Sangs, a Gehlot king of Mewar, 356; 

coin of No. 310, p. 357. 
Sanguinetti (M. B. R), one of tne 

edJ.tors of the French edition of Ibn 
Batntah's work. 162 .. , 

Sirang Inlo, brother ot Yulld l"bll 
Khfln, 326. 

Sarwar ul Mull. a .a&fr of Yub6.rU 
Shih, 333, 335. 

$ataraktika, or .. one hnndred raU/, t. 
Sassanian period, the, in Persian 

history (an incident in), 3f It. 
Satgaoo, a Bengal mint citt. lite of, 

161 fl. 

Sauley (M. de). in the JourJUlZ..4.,iIIUgw, 
242 fl. 

Scott·, .. Dechn," 346 fI. 

Sepree, PatMn tomb at (woodcnt), 41. 
Sesamum oil, the price of, 160, -429. 
ShaMb-ud-din Bu/\,hrab Shah. third 

king of Bengal, h18tory or. 194 i coin 
0(, No, 168, p. 197. 

5Mb JahfLn. a gold muhar or. 423 fl. 
SMh J aMn'. revenues, 439; his 

revenues for t648 A.D. tabulated 
with tbose of other Indian monarchs, 
445; list of the provincee in hi, 
dominions, with the re.,enne yielded 
by each, 446. 

ShahfLb-ud-din T6.j Kh6.n, at Dehli, 
iJ18cription of Sikandar L6di on the 
bastion of, 370. 

ShaMb-ud-din 'Umar, a IOn of 'Ali. 
nd.din Muhammad 8Mh. 177. 

Shahr N au, a mint city of Bengal, 162. 
8Mh Rulch, the M ughal Sultb 01 

Persia (his money copied by Eabar), 
381. 

SMh Saiful HAqqfui, a Muhammadan 
saint, 94 fl. 

Shah Siad lal~ a Muhammadan 
.aint, 9t fl. 

Shaikh Mnbarak bin llahmud Anbati', 
.. Masrilik al Absar," 203, pam"". 

Shams-i.Suaj , Af((', .. Manflkib-i
Sultan Tughlak." 187 fI; hia 
"Tarikh-i·Fir6z Shflhi," 187 ", 
pallim. 

Shams KUn, governor ot Biana, 316 fl. 
Shams-nd-din, a Bahmani kmg, 341. 
Shams-ud·din Altamsh·. mint8iandard. 

3; (fourth king), history ot, 42; 
the orthographJ of his name, 43, U ; 
outline of the nse of. u ; mmmart of 
the events of his reign, 45; coins o~ 
No. 28 (woodcut), p. 46, Nos. 284-31, 
pp. 62, 63, Nos. 41, 42, pp. 70, 71, 
44, pp. 74, 46-.59 (woodcut), pp. 
'15-78; portrait of, 78; inscriptions 
(F. G. H. I. and J.) of, 79, 80; his 
alien contemporaries on Inilian 1Oil, 
84. 

Shams-ud-din Fir6z, second king of 
Bengal, history ot, 193; com. 04 
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Nos. 166, 167, p. 194; inscriptions 
of, 196 tI. 

Shams-ud-dln rub SMh, the eighth 
. king of Ben~al, 261; history of, 

267; mint cities of, 269. 
SharltabAd, a Pathan mint city, 398 ; 

a SirUr of Bengal, 399; the assess
ment of, 399. 

Sheep, the price of, 260, 429. 
Sherif J alfll-ud-diu Aqsan Sh6.b., com

I mandant in Malabar, 263 tI. 
Sherif-ud-dln's .. Timur Beo," 187 II. 
Shirgarh, a Pathan mint city, 397; 

site of, 397 tI. 
Shlr SMh (thirty-sixth king), his 

character, 392; Erskine and Elliot's 
opinions of, 392 II; outline of the 
career of, 393; coins of, Nos. 340, 
341 (woodcut), 342, 343 (woodcut), 
344 (woodcut), 346-348, 348a (wood
cut), 349-362, 303 (woodcut), 364-
368, pp. 394-403; Mausoleum of 
Shfr SMh at Sahsaram, 394 II; 
note on his coins, 403; the rate of 
exchange of gold and silver in the 
time of, 406; inquiry as to the 
weight of his md8ha, 406; exchange 
rate of copper and silver in his time, 
410. 

Shekleton'a (Dr.), objections to the 
author's determination of the relative 
values of gold and silver in Akbar's 
time, 426 II. 

.. Sicca Rupees" of the East India 
Company, 330. 

Sihansah coins of Akbar, list of, 422 n, 
423 It; AbUl. Fazl's enumeration of 
the values of, 424. 

Sikandari tankali, remarks on the, 
366; the number of equal to the 
gaa of Sikandar L6di, 370; com. 
pared with Babar's BokMrfL moner, 
384; association of with Akbar s 
double dti11l8, 387; the method of 
reckoning in Sikandari tankaha 
adopted by BfLbar, 437. 

Sikandar ShfLh (twenty-fourth king), 
311; coins of, Nos. 272-276,p. 311. 

Sikandar L6di (thirty.third kin~), 
resume of the reign of, 366; coms 
of, Nos. 316, 317, p. 366; note on 
the coinage of, 366; inscnption (T.) 
of, at Dehli, 370; the yard measure, 
or gaa, of, 370. 

Sikandar Shflh, a king of Gnjarfltl 360. 
Sikandar SMh (fortieth king), history 

of, 416; coins of, Nos. 369, 370, p. 
417. 

Sirflj-ud-din Abu'lfath Omar's list of I 

the provinces in the dominion of 
Muhammad bin Tughlak, 203 II; 
217 n, p4l,im. 

Slaves, fePlale, the price of, 179. 
Smith's "Dictionary of the Bible," 

223 II, 362 n. 
Somesw&r8 deva, a Chohan raja of 

Ajmir, 08; coin of, No. 87, p. 63. 
Sondr, anecdote of a, 344 n. 
Sonflrgaon, a mint city of Bengal, 162. 
Soret's (M.) "Lettre sur 1& Numis-

matique," 384 II. 
Sprenger's Map, "Post und Reiserouten 

des Orients," 47 II; .. Catalogue of 
Oude MSS.," 177 n. 

Sri Hammira", remarks on these words 
occurring on Pathan Coins, with the 
oJ.linions of General Cunningham, 
SIl' W, Elliot andJ. Prinsep on the 
same subject, 60 II. 

eri Kalha aeva, an Indo.K6.bul king, 
coin of, 69 n. 

§In Krui • • , • Deva, a, king of the 
Indo-K6.bul dynasty, com of, 159 n. 

"Stars," (gold) note on, by Sir Walter 
Elliot, 169. 

State coinage and its interchangeable 
rates under Muhammad bin Tughlak, 
219, etc. 

Stewart's" BengaJ.," 148 II,pa,8im. 
Stewart's "Catalogue of Tippoo Sultfln'a 

Library," 432 n. 
st. Martin's (M. Vivien de) "Etude de 

Paris," and "Revue Germanique," 
168 ... 

Sulaiman Mirza, governor of Badakh-
eMn, 379. 

Sultfln Shflrf, of Biana, 366. 
Sugar, the price of, 160,260,283,429. 
Sugar-candy, the price of, 260. 
Syud Ahmad. Khan's ".Ksflr.us-Sunna

deed," 20, p/l88im; his reading of 
inscription (C.), 23 II; his transcript 
of inscription (L.), 136. 

Syud Mahml1d Shflh, 393. 

TABAK.KT-I-N.KSIRI, the Calcutta' 
edJ.tion. edited by Maulawis 

Khadim Husain and • Abd-al-Hai, 
11 II, pfU8im; Col. Lees's transla
tion, 32 ft, P/l8.1m. 

TAlILES:-
Akbar's coinage, 418-421. 
Akbar's mint Clties, 427, 428r 
Akbar's revenues, 433, 434. 
Akbar's Seigniorage, 427. 
Akbar's Sihansah coins, 422 II, 423 n. 
Alien contemporaries of Shams-ud-

djn Altamsh on Indian soil, 86. 

30 
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TABLEB-COfItinuetl. 
Aurangzeb's revenues, U3, 450. 
Bahmani kings of the Dakhan, UO, 

341. 
Chandel dynasty, 65 ... 
Cost of Labour in Akbar's time, 429. 
Divisions of the provinces of the 

Dakhan, 342. 
Events in the career of Xutb-ud-dln 

Aibek, 83. 
Events in the reign of Shams-ud·din 

Altamsh, 45. 
Events in the reign of Xub!chah, 

99,100. 
Events in the reign of 'Mu'izz-ud

din Bahrflln 5Mb., 118. 
Events in the reign of 'AU-ud-dIn 

Mas'al1d, 120, 121. 
Events in the reign of Nbir-ud-din 

Mahm!ld, 126, 126. 
Events during the time of BlI.bar 

being in India, 878, 379. 
Events during the time of Hum'yt1n, 

379,380. 
Gehl6t kings of 'Mewar, 356. 
Xhll.rizmian kings, 86. 
Kings of Jaunp!lr, 820. 
KinD'S of Ma~d!l and Milwah, 846. 
Muli'ammadan kings of Gujar.t, 350, 

351. 
Muhammadan months, 8. 
Outline of the rise of Shams-ud-dln 

Altamsh, U. 
Pathb Sult6.ns of Hinddst6.n, 7. 
Provinces ruled by Muhammad bin 

Tnghlak, 203, 203 ... 
Revenues ofvarionsIndian monarchs, 

436,446. 
Rnlers and kings of Bengal, 8. 
Shih J ahin's revenues, 446. 

TABLES OJ' PJuCBS OJ' PBoVlSIONI:
Akbar's time, 430. 
'AlII.·ud-din Muhammad'. time, 160. 
Muhammad bin Tnghlak'. time, 260. 
Firuz Shih's time, 283. 

TABLB OJ' PJuCBS OF L.uotrB, 430. 
TABLES OJ' WBIGH'l'fI AND MBA8tTBIII : 

Ancient Egyptian weights, 362 ... 
Ancient IndIan weights, 221 ... 
Ancient Maghada wei~ts, 221 ... 
Assays of BubI61 L6di', coins, 359. 
Assays of coin No. 228, p. 282. 
Assays of coin., No. 316, p. 368. 
Assays of Muhammadan coins, 324, 

324,., 
Assays of Sikandar L6di's coins, 369. 
Exclian~ rates of gold and silver 

coin In India, 236. 

Indian weight. rm. the time of BlI.bu) , 
222 ... 

Indian and other foreign weig\ta, 
223 ... 

Kashmir weights, 222 ... 
Southern Indian wei~hta, 224 "" 
State coinage and lts interchange-

able rates under Muhammad bin 
Tnghlak,219. 

Tale of shella, 364 ,.. 
Tested and average weights ot the 

goldfa"am, 170 ... 
The present Engliah equivalent of 

the different Indian fllllnI, 163 ... 
The rail.kIt reduced into pllrllmd"tU, 

166,.. 
Values of tltsmrll and tld"", au ,.. 

Tabnz Tchao, an edict, 240. 
Tabriz, the people of, 243. 
Tahsildm of Muridll.b6.d, teat of the 

0" by the, 374. 
Tagara, the old name ot DauUtll.bll.d, 

171 "" 
Taj KMn Sarangkh6.ni, a governor of 

the Fori of Chunll.r, 400. 
TlI.j-ud-din nduz, lieutenant of Yu'izz

ud.din Muhammad bin SII.m, coinage 
of, 26; cow o~ Nos. 20 (woodcut), 
23 (woodcut), 24, pp. 29-31. 

TlI.j ul Mulk, I'aziro{]Uisr Kh6.n, 327. 
TaU, Wilson'. remarks on, 49". 
TwaA, the derivation of the term, 

49 ,.; Enkine'. note on, 49 ,.; Sir 
W. Elliot'. bote on, 224 '" 

Tirlkh-i-Mubll.rak Sh1hi, 69 ",paui"" 
Tasay'. (M. Garcin de) translation of 

the "~III.r-ns-Sunnadeed," in the 
Journal 4.,illtir."'! 20 fI, ".,Ii".. 

Thornberg'. ArabIC text of Ibn Aa1r'1 
"KII.mil·al-Tawflrlkh," 86 "" 

Thornton' ... Gazetteer," 897 fl. 
Tie.ft'enthaler, 397 fl. 
Tlm11r'1 "Ma.1fI1zat-i-Timliri," 313 .. , 

Pili,,",; his account of the ltate of 
India, 313 fl. 

Tirdi Beg, the Yughal gOTernor of 
Dehli, 416. 

Too's .. Annala of Rajasth6.n, etc.," 
17 If, pau;m. • • 

2}amllCttiml of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, 66", pauim. 

Tremlow', (Captain) notice of the city 
of Daul.UbM, in the Journal of the 
Bombay branch of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, 210 If. 

Ttuir, remarke on the name, 66 ... 
TnghlaUMd, lite of the fori of, 192. 
Tnghral, gonrnor of Bengal, 132. 
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UClIlI, description of the town, by 
MumAi Mohan L6.l, 94 ft. 

Ulogh Mirzi, 393. 
• Upa"ooa, the son of KiIavalha, 61 ft. 
U~, the son of Harip6.l, 136; his in. 

scription at PCilam, 137. 
Uzbeg par, a general of JaliU-ud-din 

M&nk.barnin, coin of, No. 85, p. 99. 

"l"nGNE, G. J .. Esq., sketch of the 
V Minaret of Mas'alid III. by, 9. 

Vikramaditya era, system of ilating 
coins in, 123. 

W:ALI-ULLAH, a :Bahmw king, 
341. 

W~,fIf's derivation of the name 
.. Altamsh," 43. 

Weber (Prot), on the ran and md.M, 
165 ft; his" fiber den Veda Kalen· 
dar, Namen Jyotisham," 168 ft. 

Weights and Measures. See TA.l!LES 
01' W BIGHTS .Ali]) MlW!UlI.Es. 

Wheat, the prices of, 144 If, 160, 260, 
283,429. 

Wilson CH. H.), in cc Asiatio Re
searches," 19; his "Ariana Antiqua,t> 
28 ... pammj his" Rig Veda," 165 ft, 
pauim; his .. Megha Duta," 295 If. 

YAINAVALKYA, 165 fl,pasnm. 
Yllut's "Mushtarik," 26 If, 

plRnm • 
Yard measure of Sikander L6di, 370; 

Cunnin~ham's remarks on, 372 ft; 
AM.I Ii azl's confession as to the 
priority of the, 373. 

YUle (Col.), his" Cathay, and the way 
thither," 161 If, p_im j his speci
men of the early Ming dynasty's 
paper currency, 241; his copy of an 
official 8anad, or grant, of the 
Emperor Akbar, 295 ft. 

ZAFAR, a son of Fm1z 8Mb, 299; 
coins bearing their names con

jointly, Nos. 245 (woodcut)-249, pp. 
300,301. 

Zalar Khan, governor of Gnjarllt, 315" • 
Zalar Ntunali, by' Ali Yazdi, 314 ft. 
Zrll-ud-din Barni's "Tfirlkh-i.Finiz 

8h6.hi," 126 ft, passim; his merits as 
a writer, 133; his incorrect dates, 
UIn, 142 ft ; the same rectified, 148; 
his &Ccountof the meeting of Mu'izz
ud-din Kaiknblld and Bugbra Khan, 
139. 140 ft; his list of the provinces 
in the dominions of Muhammad bin 
~hlak, 203 ft. 

Zill-ud-din KMn, of Lohfu'u, 278 fI, 
285 n. 
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