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A NEW

HISTORY

OF THE

EAST-INDIES.

PART IIL

The Commerce of the Ruropeans 2o the
Eaft-Indies.

CHAP. L
Of tbe French Trade.

HE immenfe riches which the Portu-

- gueze, Englith, and Dutch had drawn

from the Eaft-Indies, invited the French

to follow them into thofe remote and
unknown countries, in order to partake of the ad-
vantages which commerce was there productive
"~ Vou, IL B .- -of™
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of. But the profits were fo indifferent during the
firft fixty years, that thofe who had undertaken it
met witt{x their ruin inftead of that fortune they
had expeited. It was in vain that Francis L
by his declatations of the years 1337 and
1343, exhorted his fubjects to undertake thefe
long voyages; it was in vain that Henry 1L
renewed thofe invitations to merchants, by an
edi@@ of December 15, 1578 ; thefe exhortations
produced no effect, It was neceffary that the
ftate thould advance a part. of the neceflary funds
for thofe enterprizes, as in Portugal, England, and
Holland. But either the neceffity hereof was not
known, or the civil wars which diflipated the
little revenue that came into the trcal‘:xry, did
ot permit it. However, the trade of the Eaft-
ndies could never be on a folid foundation, while
the king himfelf was not in the number of thofe

concerned. - . ,
Gerard Le Roy, of the Flemifh nation, who
had made fome voyages to the Eaft in Dutch
veflels, came'to France, and offered his fervice
in quality of a pilot, to a company which was
then forming, with defign to attempt the India
trade. This projet had been formed under Henry
IV. who accepted the propofals made to him
almoft without any. alterations or reflrictions.
By his arret of the firft of June 1604, ¢ he grants
to Gerard and his partners who fhould difburfe
the expences and neceflary advances for a voyage
‘to the Eaft, a harbour, exemptions, privileges,
and two pieces of artillery.  He permits them by
the fourth article, to enter into an affociation
’ among
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. amangthemfelves intawhichthey fhould be oblig'd,
from the prefent time, .and until fix months after
their return to France from their faid firft voyage,
to.receive all Frenchmen inclinable to enter into

“it; on each of them advancing the fum of 3000
livres and upwards ; and that after the faid fix
months,; none thould be admitted unlefs they
thonght fit ;- and that his Gid majefty thould ex«
prefsly prohibit all his fubje@s, except themfelves
and their partners, to go.to the faid Eaft-Indies;
during the term of fifteen fucceffive years, reckons
ing from the day of their departure for -their faid
firlt voyage, under the penalty of confifcation of
4hip and cargo.” o .

The fifth and laft article bears, ¢ That all che-

waliers, lords, barons, gentlemen, officers, and other
Frenchmen, may enter’into the fajd company
'without derogating from, or any way prejudicing,
their digpities, qualities, and privileges ; on account:
-of the great utility and advantages which may
accrue to his majefty and the whole ftate, by
ameans of fo worthy and honourable an enter-
prize””
d "This was .the firft company formed in France
to attempt the eaftern trade ; but we do not find
At had any confequences ; it was diffolved either
by the difagreement among the partners, or the
difficulty ,of finding funds. L

The fame Gerard, who to appeararice  had
.none but his experience in navigation, made a

new_attempt under Lewis XIII.-with the fieur
~Godefroy treafurer of Limoges, and fome others.
The king by letters patent bearing date the 2d of
Bz March

-



4 A NEW HISTORY of
March, 1611, granted them for twelve years all
the privileges. they required. ‘

" Faur years having elapfed without their putting
to fea, two merchants of Rouen, Muiffon and
Canis, petitioned the king for a conveyance to
their privileges;, offering ‘at the fame time to fit
out for the current year 1615, veflels freighted
in a proper manner to begin the trade. The
company having reprefented that their delays were
occafioned by unforefeen accidents, and that they
“had not abated of their ardour to execute their
undertaking ; the king thought fit, in order to
Increafe their funds, to affociate the Rouen mer-
chants with them, apd to form both into one
company. This union was ordained by letters
patent of the 2d of July, 1615, and regiflered in
parliament the 2d of September following. The
‘privileges are nearly the fame with thofe granted
by Henry 1V, to the perfons who had made the
Sirft propofals to him, with fome variations not
very effential. * .

There is no proof that thefe navigators ever
went as far as the Eaft-Indies; but it is cer-
“tain () that they made the conqueft of Mada-
‘gafcar and fome other neighbouring iflands, for
fincé then the French have poffefled them by
that title.

This appears by a new company wherein
twenty-four proprietors were concerned, to whom
‘cardinal Richelien, as fuperintendant of the trade
and navigation of France, granted on the 24th of
June 1642, the exclufive privilege of fettling co-
‘ lonies

0l 'I':ranchevillc, hit. of t_he'Ind‘xa company, p. 23, & feq.

¢
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lonies in thefe iflands; and taking pofleflion of
them'in the name of Lewis XIIL. “That prince
dying in the month of May the next year, the
council of regency under Lewis XIV. confirmed
on the 20th of September. the ‘fame year, 1643,
what had been before done by Richelieu..

During the twenty years that company {ubfifted,
‘they commonly fent a fhip every year, which for
the moft part was unfuccefsful, either by fhip-
wreck, or the death of the greateft part of the
crew. ‘The thip which flattered the hopes of the
proprietors.moft, brought back about 18 tons of
yellow fandal wood; 3300 hides, ‘and 52000 Ib,
weight of aloes wood, wax, and gum, tacamacu.
Another returned loaded with 25 or 30 tons of
rock cryftal, " .

‘The time of the privileges granted to the com-
pany being expired, the duke de Meilleray ob-
tained a grant in his.own name ; and in order to .
imake his court tq the king, equip’d and freighted
at his own expence two fhips for Madagafcar in
the beginning of 1654 ; but they had little better
fuccefs than the rett. He fpent al] his fortune
in fitting out new ones in"concert with the com~
pany, which had obtained the renewal of their pri-
vileges. . But it was .entirely diffolyed by the
death of this lord, which  happened in 1664.
"They made a ceflion of all theig funds for 20000
livres ta the fucceeding one. “When this Jaft took
pofleflion of ‘Madagafcar,, the effects found there
_belonging to the duke -of Mazarine, who had re- -
linquithed his father’s projett, confifted of fout:-
.teen pieces of iron cannon withoit carriages, 580

" 'B3 ' bul}cts,
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bulléts, 100 pounds of chains;, 100 eipty gra-
nades, ¢o Crofg bar fhot, fome lead, andpa barrel
of powder; the colony was then compofcd of
100 French. It maft be obferved that the duke
de Meilleray had been grand malter of the artillerv,
and that thofé ftores had been provided, more at
the king’s expence than his own.

Nothing lefs was neceffary than the wifdom
and tate of the’ illuftrious Colbert to engage the
French t0 reviva the Eafl-India trade, On the
one hand h¢ was fenfible of the ‘grcat advantages
that might be drawn from it, if managed with
priudence ; and on the other, he faw that all thofe
who had hitherto undertaken it had ruined them-

" felves. In order to deftroy thefe notions, and
give birth to.more engaging ones, he difperfed a
memorial which he had caufed to be revifed by
M. Charpentier of the French academy, one of
the beft pens in Paris, that he might give the
‘greater force to hisreafons. As it perfetly re-
‘ﬁ;efents the fituation of that affair, and was the
beginnisg and epocha of the India company, I
have thought it necefary to tranfcribe what is moft
effential in it.

1t is there reprefented, ** That the caufes of the

failure of the preceding companies, were cither
the want of funds, or meafures ill concerted for
the gxecution of their undertakings ; inconvenicn-
cies int6 which there ‘was now no danger of fall-
in®, becaufe it was certain the king would grant
2 lingular prote@ion to the new company; and
that engaging in ‘it himfelf, with one half of the
kingdom, theywould haye larger funds thg th;
T : : utc
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Dutch Eaft-India. company had -at the begin-
me o," ‘ﬂ N - T

3 ,‘? Was it the firfk fime, faid he, that an un~
dertaking had failed st ope time, and fucceeded
at another 2 Is not hiftory fll of great enterprizes
which haye not been compleated 1ill after more
than one attempt. 'The firft Spaniards who went
to the American lands were- all ‘killed, yet 'that
misfortune did not prevent théir fendirig” others
thither. ‘The Englith faw fheir colonies in Vir=
ginia ruined four or five times, ‘yet that did not
make them defitt, "And to take éxample from
the Dytch, the firft ftep that they took for a voy-
age to the Eaft-Indies had 2 very unhappy iflue.
‘The fecand time they werg there théy returned
ftill without profit, yet they were not difcouraged.
They went a third and a fourth time, @nd at laft
gathered with ufury the fruits of their perfeve-

rance,!” ‘
Paffing from thence to the advantages of the
ifland .of Madagafcar, where the fleet’ was to
touch, he aflured.the publick : « That if they
took ‘the leaft -care to fortify themfelves theré,
they would not only have one, but. feveral places
of an ineftimable valoe,. and more conféquence
than a]l that the. Dutch, poffefled ‘ini the Indies,
whether with refpe& to.the places themfelves; or
the eafinefs and conyenience -of ‘trade. " That, in
effedt it could not be denied, that that fettlemént
was more convenient and fafe than' that of Bata-
via in the ifland, of Java, ‘where the ‘Ditch had
eftablithed their .principal refidence ; more con-
venient,,becaufe Madagafcar was a. very pleafant
’ B4 " *coudtry
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country fituated in a mild climate, and ,produced
all the neceffaries of life; thrcas about ‘Ba«
tavia, as it produces in a manner nothmg, the
company are obliged to bring from a diftance
rice, fleth, and other -neceflary provifions for
twenty-five or ‘thirty thoufand perfons, which
cannot be done, “without great trouble and ex-
pence : more ﬁtfe, becaufe Java is -peopled with
barbarous, valiant, and warlike nations, who en-
dure no ﬁrangérs and ‘making profc{ﬁon of~the
mahometan " law, hate and -defpife- chriftians,
That on the one fide the Dutch are coritighous to
the king of Mataran, who has more than ' oncé
befieged thern with a hundred thoufand men;
that on the other fide, they have the people of
Bantam for their neighbours, who are only twelve
leagues diftant from them, and have frequently
followed the king of Mataran’s example : ‘whereas
all the inhabitants of Madagafcar are of a traétable
temper, and thew a good deal of readinefs to em-
- brace the gofpel ; fo that a hundred men are in
greater fecurity in. Madagafcar, than above ten
times the number at Java, Befides that this fet-
tlement is fafer and more pleafant than that ofsthe
Dutch, it may be added, that trade will be- car-
ried on there with much lefs trouble, on account
of the nearnefs of the place, which will fhorten
one third of the voyage. ‘That the company will
moreover avoid all the coafting voyages of the
Dutch in the Eaft-Indies; where they are obliged
to go from one ifland and town to another. And
that they will not have that trouble in eftablifhing
their principal magazine ; becaufe being there,
whether
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whether they trade on the coaft of the Red Sea,
or enter the gulph of Bengal, or pafs towards
China and Japan, they will never go out of their

way, but be continually drawing nearer home.”
After this he treated of the means of executing
this proje@ of -eftabljthing a company in France.
He faid ; « That to bring it about, a fund of fix
millions -was neceflary, which fhould be em-
ployed in equipping twelve or fourteen large fhips,
from 8oo to 1400 tons, in order to carry a great
number of people to Madagafcar, and make a
firm fettlement there. That his majefty might
‘be humbly petitioned to engage for one tenth, and
that it was not to be doubted but that he would
willingly comply. That it was certain  many
great lords would engage for confiderable fums,
-pravided the merchants who fhould form the
company at firft reckoned it advantageous. That
to encourage them the more, there was reafon to
believe, that his majefty being engaged for one
tenth of the firlt armament, might be prevailed
on to furnith more, if neceffary, for the fecond and
the following. That his majefty might be peti-
tioned to remit to the company one half of the
cuftom- houfe entries, and of the duties through-
out the kingdom, for the merchandizes brought
from the Indies. That the king, to thew himfelf
“truly the father of his people, would willingly
agree to bear for his fhare all the lofs that might
happen for the firft eight or ten years, and that by
this important engagement, every one would fee

the king had this affair really at heart.

That
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That private perfons ‘might be proprietors in
the ‘company for what fums they pleafed, till
thé fund was compleat, after which, no more
fhould be received. That to compleat it the
fooner, ‘the king might be petitioned to allow
foreigners willing to enter into the company, ' to
fubfcribe for what fums they thould think fit. That
they fhould acquire the right of naturalization
svithout having occafion for any other letters, pro-
¥ided they were concerned for abgve ten thoufand
livres, to which their relations, tho' aliens, might
fucceed by inheritance 3 and that in order to pro-
-vide for their greater fecurity, his majefty fhould
‘be petitioned to ‘grant them this privilege, that in
«cafe a rupture fhould happen between this crown
«and the ftate whofe fubje@s they were, their ef-
“feCts thould not be feized or confifcated in confe~

uence of a war, i J
" That the company thould have its diretors ;
and in order to take. away all fufpicion from the
‘traders of being opprefled by the other proprictors,
‘thofe dire@ors fhall be taken only from among the
merchants, and all the funds fhall be placed in the
“hands of one named on their part, And to give
the greater encouragement to -foreigners, and to
. teflify the truft repofed in them, they thould be
“informed that they might be elected chicfs and di-
‘rectots of the company, provided they had a'very
‘confiderable intereft therein, and came to refide
in France with their families,

That the king fhould likewife be petitioned
to grant, that the canfes-of the company, both in

’ fucing

2
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fiseing, and defending, fhonld be carried at theé firt
inftance to the neareft chamber of juftice, and by
appeal to parliament. Laftly, thatall private per-
{on$ who fhould difcover any thing for the ad-
vantage of the ‘comparly, or -the fecurity of the
proprietors, fhould be welcome to inform them
of it, that they fhould be favourably heard, and
their advice taken in what was moft expedient.”

This is the fubftance of what Mr. Colbert
canfed to be publithed, in order to induce his
countrymen and foreigners to form the company,
which he propofed to eftablith on memorials pre-
{ented to him by nine of the moft eminént traders
and manufatturers in the kingdom, The addrefs
with which the plan was executed, produced all
that the minifter defired.. ‘The merchants in con-
cert with him drew up the articlesand conditions
of a new company, and prefented them to the
council, petitioning’for its eftablithment. The
project having been examined and approved by
the king, he fent printed copies of it to the prin-
tipal cities of the kingdom on the 13th of June,
1664, to exhort private men to enter into the
company, and in the month of Auguft following,
the ediét of its eftablithment was drawn.up.

As that edi& is in a manner the fundamental
code of the -Eift-India company, and as moft
part of the arrets which have followed for mak-
ing changes or amendments are relative to it, it is
aeceflary to give here an entire copy of it, efpe-
cially as it begins to grow fcarce. To in-
veft it with all the authority fo important-an af-
fair required, and to render it more authentic}llc,

tne
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thé king, after relatirig- the motives .which en..
gaged him to eftablifh -this company, concludes
the preamble in this manner. . - :

* For thefe caufes, and with the advice (/)
of our honoured lady and mothen, of our dear
and 'well-beloved only brother the duke of Orleans,
and of feveral princes.of our blood, and greatand.
noble perfons of our council, We have by. thefe
_prefents, figned with our own hand, ftatued and
ordained, and we do ftatue, ordain, will, and it
is our pleafute. _ ,

1. That the company of. the Eaft-Indies fhall
be formed of all our {ubjects, of what quality and
condition foever, who fhall chufe to enter into it,
and that for what fum they fhall think proper, with-
outderogating thereby from their nobility and privi-
leges, to which we may have raifed and endued
-them : that no perfonhavealefsthare than one thou-
fand livres ; nor fhall the angmentations be below
five hundred livres, for the eafe of,the calculations,
dividends, and fale () of the aftions, (this is the
firft time this word is ufed to exprefs the ftock and
fhares of the proprietdrs, ) of which fhares, one third
fhall be advanced in ready fpecie for the firft cquip-
ment,; and the two other thirds in the two follow-
ing years, equally, and by one half or moiety, in
the month of December 1665 and 1666, under
the penalty, that thofe who fhall not furnifh their
‘two thirds in the faid time, fhall lofe what they
‘have advanced in -their firft and fecond paym;ntsl;

whic

{#) There was no longer-a council of regency, the king being
then near twenty-fix years of age.

[m) Hence itappears that the a&ions were at a thoufagd livresat
{thé eftablitbment of the company.

I
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which fhall remdin to the profits, and.in thé mafs
of the funds of the faid company, withGut-any,
proprietor having it-in his power ta withdraw,
unlefs by felling his action; eithér. ta another pro+
prietor, or fome: dther perfon; wha fhall always
preferve the fime fhare; f{q that.the fund fhall
never be'diminithed ; which' mpmal fund fhall be
reputed moveable. for every oné: of the' faid .pro=
prietors. P T ST

1. Neither :thé diretors nor the pivate; pro-
prietors thall be ‘obliged-on:any pretence -whatfos
ever, to advance any fum bé¢yond that for which
thcy fhall have obliged themfelvesat the firft efta-
blithment of. the company, clther by Way of fup-
-plement-or otherwife.. ’

IIL All foreigners. and ﬁlbje&s of any. ﬁatc
whatfoever, may enter into the faid company ;
and thofe who fhall have fubfcribed twenty thou-
fand livres of principal,, {hall be reputed denizens,
without any letters of naturalization, fo that their
:relations, tho’ forcxgncrs {hall fiicceed to .all the
'goods they may have-in the kingdom. -

1V. The ftock .and. fhares; belonging .to: the
particular proprietors of the, faxd company;, of
what quality. foever, fhall not be liable. to he
feized and confifcated by us,.altho’ they- thould
be the fubjects of princes aid- ftates, with whom
we may enter info war,

V. "The diré&ors of the faid company fhall not
< be liable to be diftrefled. or dxﬁramecf in_their pes-
fons and goods on account of :the affairs of the
faid company ; nor the effets thereof fubje@. to
any hypotheck for our affaxrs ,nor feized for what

may
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may be due to tis by the private proprictors
thereof, '

. VI. The officers who fhall have a thare of
twenty thoofand livres in the faid rompany, fhall
be difpenfed from refiding at the places -of their
eftablithments, as they are obliged by our edi®
and ideéclarations of the months of December anj
Match laft, and fhall enjoy their rights, falaries,
and perquifites, as if prefent.

VII. All thofe who thall fubferibe the fusd of
cight thoufand livres in the faid company, fhall
acquire the right of burghers in the citics of their
abode, excepting in the citics of .Paris, Rouen,
Bourdeaux, and Bayonne, wherein they cannot ac-
quire the faid right, unlefs. they are proprictors
for atleaft twenty thoufand liviesin the faid com-

pany. -
P ‘J{II. All thofe inclining tb.enter’into the faid
company, {hall be obliged to declare themfelves
+in fix months, reckoning from .the day that the
‘prefent detlaration fhall be read and regiftered in
the parliament of Paris ; :‘which time expired, no
“more ‘fhall be admitted or .received. into. the faid
-company ; and “thofe of our ;good city of »Paris,
who fhall have declared and ‘paid in their (hares,
may name, three months after.the. faid regiftration,
-the directors.of our-faid city of Paris. ‘
IX. The chamber or general .direttion of the
affairs of the faid-company fhall.be eftabilithed in
-our good city of Paris, and conlift of twenty-ope
direors, twelve for our city:of .Paris, and nine
«for ‘the-cities of the provinces, swhich fhall be
narhed and chofen,, viz, twelve for. the pr_ppri;mr}
o
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of Paris, drd niag for the proprietors 6f the pther
cities and provirces, every. ong in proportioft t@
the fums fubferibed. jntd: the company'; and this
thall be regulated in the manner afterwafds to bg
related, S

- X.:Until .thd. company thall be fully formed
and ‘effablithed; the proprietors-of the gities and
provinces after-¢ited, ‘fhall affemible to chidfe:and
appoint the number of {yndicks, viz.. three for
the city of Rouen, tivo for the city of :Lyons,
and orie for each of thé Eities of Nanitz, St. Malges,
Rochel, Bourdeaux, Tours, Marfeilles, Caen;
‘Dieppe, - Havre, 4nd Dunkirks which fyndicks
fhall be obliged to repair to ont city-of Pasis the
firft day of ‘December next, in order to compofe
the Gid-chamber of general direction with the di-
rectors thereof, dhly. to examink into and 2ppoint
the cities wherg it thall be proper to eftablifhithe
private chambers of dire&tion, and thé humbes of
direGtors which fhall compofe the faid chambirs,
together with the fiumber .of direftors !Which
thall éntér into and make . part of the faid chap-
ber of .general dire@ion at Paris ; -at which tithe
the number of general dire@ors may beaugment-
ed or diminithed ; and if any of the {yndicks-are
not ‘then ‘prefent; the bufinefs thall be tranfated
by thofe that are. : ~ _

XI. One month after the choice thus made of.

the cities, "and the number. of directors fixed,. the
‘private ‘proprietors of the cities and provinces thall
affemble and ake eleion. of that numhér -of
sdireCtors fixed at the general direction to compofe
‘each ‘particular dire&ion, and fhall: name ¢ a}’fe
v 2 W fe)
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who fhallaffiftat the general dire@ion at Paris, wha,
fhall be obliged to repair thither immediately.
And the proprietors of the provinces may name
their cafhier to receive their cath, and remit it to
the general cafhier in our city of Paris, appoint~
ed for the firft time by the fyndicks thereof; who
fhall receive the fame until the general chamber
" is eftablithed, and give an account of his manage-
ment to the faid chamber, at which time the {agud
fyndicks fhall be difcharged,

XII, The direGors fhall be chofen from among
the merchants and a&ual traders, at leaft three
fourths of therh; and the other fourth from among
merchants withdrawn from bufinefs, the fecre-
taries of our houfhold and crown who have been
in'bufinefs, and two burgefles, altho’ they have
never been in trade, provided the number of two
fhall never be increafed, nor any other perfon of
what rank, quality, and condition foever, chofen
a direGor, i

"XIII. Nor fhall any of the proprictors in the
faid company have a deliberative voice in the
‘ele@ion of direCtors, cafhiers and fecretaries, if
‘he has not at leaft fix thoufand livres ; nor chofen
for dire@or in our city of Paris," if he has not at
Jeaft twenty thoufand livres, or director for the
provinces. ten thoufand livres, all ftock in the
.company. -

- XI1V. The firft direGors, chofen as has been
‘faid, thall ferve feven fucceffive years; which time
.expired, two thall be changed every year at Paris,
.and one in the other chambers, which changes

‘during the firft five years fhall be made by lot, and
afterwards
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zdftérwards by rotation, ‘when the time of each
direftor is expired, And in cafe of death during
the firlt feven years, one fhall be chofen in their
place by the other dire&ors of their eftablith-
ments. A direQor who has been depofed may
“be chofen anew after fix years of interval; but
the father, fons, and fons in law, and brothers

and brothers in law, cannot be ‘direors at the
fame time. A

XV. Thedire@ors of the faid general and pri-
vate chambers, fhall prefide therein monthly by
rotation, beginnipg with the eldeft, as fhall be
ordained after the general chamber is eftablithed.

XVI. The chamber of general dire&tion may
make ftatutes and regulations for the good and ad-
vantage of the company, which fhall be obferved
accordi ng to their form and tenor.’

XVII. The fecretary and general cathier of the
company in France, fhall be appointed by the.
plurality of voices of all thofe who have right to
vote for dire€tors, and cannot be changcd but in
the fame manner.

XVIIL. A general affembly fhall be held every
year on the fecond day of May, in order to deli-
berate on the moft important affais of the com-
pany, whereat thofe who have a deliberative voice
may affift, and the general direors fhall be there
appomted by 2 plurality of voices, thc time above-
mentioned being expired.

XIX, Alltheaccounts of the chambcrs of par-
ticular direGtions of the provinces, fhall be fent
every fix months to the chamber of general direc~
tion of ovr city of Paris; wherc the books of ac-

Vor. 1L C ~ compts
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compts fhall be examined, infpected, dnd fettled;
and every year a general accompt of all the com-
pany’s effe@s fhall be given in by the general
cathier and book-keeper, which fhall be fettled,
and afterwards the dividends of the profits made,
all by the chamber of general diretion of our
city of Paris, and none of the private proprictors
‘may on any occafion whatever, alledge any other
accompt than the general accompt, a note or
abridgement of which fhall be read and examined
in the general affembly on the above-mentioned
day.

};(X. The faid chambers of general and parti-
cular diredtions, fhall appoint the neceflary of-
ficers to keep the cafh, the books and the ac-
counts. 'The particular direCtors fhall buy up the
merchandizes and make the fales, thall provide
the thips and cargoes, and pay the falaries and
other ordinary expences of every one in his de-
‘partment, as it fhall be fettled by the general
chamber of Paris, which fhall regulate and de-
'cide all that is neceflary for the good and advane
tage of the company.

XXI. The direttors of the general and parti-
cular chambers fhall caufe to be wrote in their
books all the wages and falaries they give to their
officers, fervants, commiffaries, workmen, fol-
diers, and others; which books fhall bear faith
in juftice, and fhall ferve to decide the demands
or preténfions which any one may have on the
faid company. And the wages of thofe em-
ployed by them, fhall not be liable to be feized

- or ftopped on any account or caufe whatfoever.
XXII,
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XXII. Nor fhall the effe@s of the company be
liable to be feized, by the creditors of any of the
proprietors, on account of their private debts, by
vertue of fentences or verdicts, . Nor can com-
miflaries or keepers be appointed for the faid ef«
fects, every thing done to their prejudice being
hereby declared null.  Nor fhall the direGors of
the company be obliged to declare the ftate of the
of the faid effets, or give any account thereof to
the creditors of the proprietors, referving to the
creditors the right to feize and ftop in the hands
of the general cathier and book-keeper of the
company, what may be du¢ to the proprittors by
the accompts fettled by the company, and ‘to
which they fhall be obliged to conform.

XXIII. Nor fhall any letters of ftate, revoca-
tion, or, fuperfedeas, be granted to thofe who fhall
have bought the company’s effects, or difpofed of
goods belonging to the fame: fo that the com-
pany fhall always have the power to diftrain their-
debtors by thofe means, .and as, they fhall be
obliged thereto. | . ,

XXI1V. All differences which may arife be-.
tween the diretors and proprietors of the com-
pany, or among the proprietors on account of its
affairs, fhall be determined in an amicable man-
ner, by three direGors, agreed upon by the par-
ties, unlefs an office fhall be appointed on the
fpot by the chambers of general and particular di-
reGion, where the differences are, in order to,
prevent the law-fuits and divifions which may
happen in the company; in whofe determination

the parties fhall be obliged to acquiefce, as to the
Cz2 decree
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decree of a fovereign' court, on the penalty of
paying all expences, damages, and intereft,

XXV, All differences which may happen on
any account concerning the company, between
two or more directors or proprietors, and a pri-
vate perfon for the affairs of the company, its
circumftances and dependances, fhall be judged
and determined by the confular juftice, or the
judges who exercife his fun@ion, exclufive of all
others, whofe fentences fhall be executed fo-
vereignly, and without appeal, to the extent of
fifteen hundred livres. And for the above affairs,
the fentences and judgements fhall be executed,
notwithftanding any oppofition and appeals what-
foever, and without prejudice of thofe, whofe a{»
peal fhall come before the ordinary judges, who
ought to take cognizance of them ; to which ef-
fect we fhall caufe to be eftablithed the faid con-
fular juftice in the ‘cities 'where it is not, and’
where it fhall be neceffary.

XXVI. All criminal mattersin which the come
pany fhall be a party, orany of the proprictors, on'
account-of “its affairs, whether they be plaintits
or defendants, fhall be determined by the ordinary”
judges, provided always that the criminal hall’
not be permitted to bring on a civil action, which
action fhall be conftantly judged in manner as-
aforefaid. :

XXVIIL The company may alone navigate and.
trade, exclufive of all our other fubje@s, from the
Cape of Good Hope, throughout all the Indies,
and from the Straits of Magellan and le Maire
throughout ‘all the South Seas, for the term of fifty

' fuccefiive
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fucceffive years, to begin from the day that their
firft veflels thall départ from the kingdom; dur-
ing which time all other perfons are exprefsly pro-
hibited to carry on that navigation and commerce,
under penalty of the confifcation of their veffels,

-arms, ammaunition and merchandizes, to be ap-
plied to the ufe of the company.

. XXVIIIL. There fhall belong to the faid com-

ny in ctuity, and full property, the jurif-
g?&?on f:ép lordthip of all tlfe lands, placci and
iflands which they may conquer from our enemies,
or which they may pofiefs, whether they are aban-
doned, deferted, or poflefled by barbarians, with all
the rights of lordfhip over the oars, mines of gold,
filver, copper andlead, and all other minerals,
even the right of flavery, and all other ufeful
rights which might appertain to us, on the account
of fovereignty, in the faid countries.

. XXI1X. We have given, ceded and granted,and
hereby give, cede and grant to the faid company,
the ifland of Madagafcar, or St. Lawrence, with
the. neighbouring - iflands, forts and fettlements
which our {ubje@s may have made there; and as
far as is neceflary, we have fubrogated the faid
company to that herctofore eftablithed forthe faid
ifland of Madagafcar, in confequence cf the con-
trad, of ceffion made by the proprictors of the
faid old company to .the fyndicks of the new;
paffed by the notaries of the chatelet at Paris,
which we have approved and ratified, and approve
and ratify by thefe prefents, for the faid company
to poffefs it in perpetuity, together with the rights
contained in the preceding aticles, referving ta

Ci3 ourfelves
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ourfelves no right, or duty over the faid countries
comprehended in the prefent ceffion, but the fole
faith and liege homage, which the company fhall
be bound to tender to us and our fucceeding kings,
with the duty at every new acceffion of a king,
of a crown and fcepter of gold of the weight of
one hundred marks. |

XXX, The faid company fhall be obliged to
éftablith ecclefiafticks in the ifland of Madagafcar
and other places which they fhall conquer, in fuch
A number and quality as fhall be found proper, to
inftru& the people in the catholick,apoftolick, and
Roman religion, to build churches to fettle the
faid ecclefiafticks there, in the quality of curates
and other dignities, to perfotm divine fervice and
adminifter the facraments, and for that efeCt to
take the neceffary inftitutions; and the nomination
of the faid curates and other dignities fhall be in
the company, whom they fhall maintain honour-
ably and decently, until they can fet apart revee
nues for their fubfiftence,

XXXI.The company fhall have the power and
privilege of eftablifhing judges for the exercife of
fovereign juftice and the marine, thro’all the ex~
tent of the faid countries, and others which they
thall reduce to our obedience ; and even over the
French who fhall be dwelling there; provided
always that the company thall name to us the per
fons they fhall have chofen for the excrcife of the
faid fovereign juftice, ta whom we fhall tender
the oath of fidelity, that they fhall difpenfe juf-
tice gratuitoufly, and the decrees fhall run in our
pame, for which purpofe commiffions fhall be

expsdited
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expedited for the faid judges, fealed with our
eat feal.. ,
XXXII. The officers eftablithed for the faid
fovereiga juftice, may eftablifh fuch a number of
fubaltern officers, and in fuch places;as they fhall
think proper, to, whom they fhall caufe make
out commiffions nnder our name, fealed with our
feal ; which fubaltern officers fhall likewife dif<
penfe juftice gratuitoufly.- . |
XXXIII, The judges eftablithed in the faid
laces fhall be obliged to judge according to the
ﬁws and ordonnances of our kingdom of France,
and to follow and conform to the cuftom of the
provoftthip and vicounty of Paris, according ta
which the inhabitants may contra@®, withoup
power to introduce any other cuftom, in order to
avoid diverfity, - )
* - XXXIV. For the execution of decrees, and for
all a&ts'where our feal may be neceffary, one fhall
be made, and put into the hands of him wha
fhall prefide in the faid fovereign juftice. ,
XXXV, The company, for the command of
their armies, fhall name g licutenant ‘general of
the country, and of what fhall be conquered, wha
fhall be commiffioned, and his cath of fidelity
received by us; and in cafe his'conduct fhall not
be agreeable to- the company, ‘they may appoint
another, " who fhall likewife be commiffioned and
received by us. a o
XXXVI. The company may fend in our name
embaffadors to the kings, of the Indies, and make
treaties with them either of a peace or 3 truce,
Cs " even
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even declare war, and do 4ll other 4&s they fhall
judge proper for the advantage of commerce.
. XXXVIL The company may equip and arm
what number of veflcls they fhall {ee good, either
for war or commerce, hoift upon their flerns the
white flag with’ the arms of Franee, eftablith
garrifons in all the places above-mentioned, or
which may be conquered 'and built, with fuch a
number of companies and men as they fhall reckon
neceflary, place arms, cannon, and warlike ftores
therein, found cannon and other arms in all places,
and in‘fuch a number as they fhall have occafion,
on' which fhall bé engraved our arms, and below,
thofe of the company, who fhall do every thing
they think neceﬂ'ar{i for the fecurity of the faid
places ; which fhall be commanded by captains
and, officers of all ranks, which the company may
appoint in what manner they think: beft; pro-
vided always that they take an oath of fidelity to
us, and afterwards a particular oath to the faid
company. ’
XXXVII. And to favour the more the inha-
bitants of the faid ceded countries, and to induce
pur fubjects to dwell therein, our pleafurc is, that
thofe who fhall pafs into the faid countries, fhall
enjoy the fame liberties and privileges as if they
had ftaid in the kingdom ; and that thofe who
fhall- be born of them, and of the inhabitants of
the-faid countries converted to the catholick, apo-
fiolick, and Roman faith, fhall be reputed and
efteemed denizens and citizens of France, and as
fuch be capable of all fucceffions, gifts, legacics, ;nd
other
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other difpofitions, ‘without being obliged 1o ob-
tain any letters of naturalization ; and that the ar<
tizans who may have exercifed their arts and
trades in the faid countries during eight fucceflive
years, by bringing certificates’ from the officers of
the places where they dwelt, attefted by the di-
re€tors of the company, fhall be reputed mafters
of theirtrades in all the cities of -our- kingdomi
where they thall incline to fettle, without any
exception. - ‘
: XXXIX. Ifany captures are made by the com-
pany’s thips on the ehemies of the flate -beyond
the line, and in the feas of the ceded countries,
they fhall belong to them, and fhall be judged by
the officers eftablifhed in the places of the faid
.¢tountries ' whither they can moft conveniently be
carried, according.to the ordinances of the ma-
rine, faving the appeal to the fovereign juftice.

XL. ‘We:-promife the faid company to defend
them againft all, and to employ the force of our
arms on all occafions t6 maintain them in the en-
tire liberty of trade and navigation,. and to pro-
cure them fatisfaGion for all injuries. done-them, -
in cafe 'any nation fhall make attempts againft
them ; ‘and to caufe efcort their outward.and
homeward bound--veflels, at our own charge and
expence, by fuch a'number of thips of war as
the company fhall have occafion for, not only
thro’ all the ‘coafts of Europe and Africa, but
even unto the Indies.

XLI. We promife to caufe furnith the .com-
pany for their armaments and equipménts with the
quantity of a hundred meafures of falt for filting

their
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their provifions at Havre-de-Grace, or other cone
venient places, by the hands of the commiffaries
of the granaries, at the merchants price, provided
always that they fhall ufe it with good faith with-
out abufing the fame, A

XLII. We have granted to the company the
liberty of taking for ieir arms an efcutcheon of a
round form, an gzure ground, and the ficld loaded
with golden flowers.de luce, and for a motto
Florebo quocumque ferar, and for fupporters twa
figures, one of peace, and the othier of plenty;
which arms the company may ufe in their feals,
and caufe them to be placed on their cannons,
arms, fhips, buildings, and wherever they fhall
think proper.

- XLIII. The company fhall be exempt during
the time of their prefent privilege from all dutics
of entry on wood, hemp, iron; cordage, warlike
flores, and other things neceffary for building and
viGualling their thips, and likewife the fuid fhips
thall be exempt from the duties of the admiralty.

XLI1V. The merchandizes which fha!l come
from the Indies, and be landed in the ports of this
kingdom, to be afterwards tranfported into foreign
couptries,. fhall pay na duties at coming in or go-
ing out, but fhall bé depofited in the cuftome
houfes of, the places where they arrive, if there

.are, any; and if there are none, they fhall be
-matked and depofited until they are carried awa')‘r;

“at which places the company’s factors fhall make

-a declaration of them to the proprictors or com-
miflioners of the five grand farms, figned by one
of the direGors of the company ; and whgla the

ors
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factors incline to tranfport them elfewhere, they
fhall take an acquittance, provided that in 2 cer-
tain time he produces a certification that they are
arrived at the deftined place ; and merchandizes
that areé not known and in the tarif fhall pay three
per tent. according to 4 valuation that fhall be
made of them by the chamber of gencral direc-
tion of our city of Paris, - :

XLV. And to thew our paternal goodnefs to
our fubjeéts, and to' furthér the eftablithment of
the company fo_advantageous to private perfons
and the ftate, we promife to adpvance immedi-
ately one fifth 6f all the expences which fha]l be
neceflary for the three firft equipments ; {o that
we fhall immediately caufe to be delivered to the
overfeer appointed by the company to receive the
money, the fum of three hundred thoufand livres;
and when he fhall have received of the proprietors
four hundred thoufand livres, we fhall caufe to be
delivered to him three hundred thoufand livres
more, and {o fucceffively to the fum of three
millions of livres for the three fifths of the fumi
of fifieen millions of livres, at which we have
‘fixed the total funds of the company ; which three
fifths we fhall furnith the firft year, in proportion
as the proprietors fhall furnith four, provided
that we fhall furnifh nothing for the two follow-
ing years ; which fum we lend to the company
without any intereft, and even 'without taking
‘part therein ; but are fatisfied ‘with the obligation
‘of the company to repay us the faid fum . without
intereft at the end of the ten firft years, reckoning
from the day when the firft capital fund of the
’ ' company
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company fhall be compleated ; angd in cafe it fhall
"be found by a general accompt at the end of the
faid ten years that the company has loft of its
capital, our pleafure is, that all the lofs fhall fall
on the fum-we have-advanced to the company;
the accompt of . all the effe@s of which fhall-be
fettled by the chamber of gencral direction at
Paris, without the company’s being obliged to
accompt in‘ our chamber -of accompts or elfe-
where,, from which’ we have difpenfed and dif-
penfe.by thefe prefents,
© XLVI. And that the -company may be the
better able to fupport the expences they will ne-
ceffarily be at for fettlemedts in. countries fo re-
mote, we promife to caufe pay to them for
Lvery voyage of their (hips which fhall be fitted
out and loaded in the ports and hatbours of France,
to land them in the faid ceded countries, and
which fhall return into the kingdom, the fum of
fifty livres tournois for every ton of merchandizes
which they fhall carry into the faid countries, and
the fum of feventy-five livres for every ton which
they {hall bring back and land in this kingdom ;
whereof we have made and make a prefent to the
company, to- whatever fum-the whole may
amount,, without there being occafion for any
other letters than thefe prcfents We will, and
. it is our plcafure that the faid fums fhall be paid
tothe general cathier of the company, by the
Xecper of, our royal treafury, on the certification
of two, of. the faid direGors, and paffed without

difficulty in the accounts belonging thereto.
! s XLVII,
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XLVIL. -And in as much as thé fuccefs of this
great defign will particularly depend on the-con-
dud and vigilancé of the direGors, ‘we pfomlfc
to thofe who' fhall have well acqmtted themfelves
of the faid employs, 'to grant- them ‘'marks of ho
nour which fhall pafs t6 their pofterity, &ven tq
thofe of the oﬂiCers and members -of the’ gencrat
council, whicl thall be eftablithed by the ¢oma
pany at Madagafcar, or'at- the :chief feat‘ of thé
commerce-in the Indies.

. Given at "Vincennes, ‘in' thé month of Augu(’c
the year of grace 1664,. and of our reign” thé
twenty-fecond, Signed LEWIS, ~and be-
low, DE'GUINEGAUD. '

“Thefe letters patent were-tegiftered in'Septem-
ber, in the parliament, thé chamber of accompts,
and the courtiof aids, ‘with a general applaiife 5
and fo much the more, that on the 7th' of Au-
guit the king had given an order ofi the royal trea-
fury for three hundred thoufand livres, to ' be paid
to the cafhier of the company: . -

Such was the eagérnefs-of the great Colbert to
form th¢ company, 'fuch were the motives and’
means he employed to* miake this project fucceed,
and to engage adventurers ; the zeal was equal on!
both fides, - The compaby difperfed o this fubd
je€t many writings and bills- thro” Paris and the*
principal cities of the kingdom. -

The firft of théfe writings ¢ontainéd the regu—
lations -and the policy which:thould be obferved:
in the colony defigned for Madagafcar, “They be~"
gan by declaring, that they would pay a-patticular’
and fevere attention to de honour to the holy name£

0
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of Gad. ,That blafphemers fhould be rigoroufly
punithed. That po other religion fhould be to-
lerated but the catholick, The exercife whereof
fhould be performed with as much exa&nefs, de-
cency, and ceremonies, as in France itfelf, Rapes,
adultery, and libertinifm, were forbidden under
fevere penalties: theft committed on the natives
was to be equally punifhed ; and murder, affaffia
nation, duels, and all manper of injuftice and vio~
lence. Laftly, they declared that the laws of thg
kingdom of France {hould be obferved there in all
their extent. )
The feverity of thefe fatutes did not prevent
a great concourfe of :people offering to embark
themfelves for that diffant country. On the 7th
of March, 1665, the year following, four fhips,
the firft of the new company, carrying 520 men,
and fitted out, partly as thips of war, and partly
as merchantmen, fet fail from the harbour of
Breft for Madagafcar,. where they arrived the
1oth of July, after a.yoyage of four months and
three days, As foon asthey arrived, they changed
the name of Madagafcgr to that of Ife Dauphine,
as an acknowledgement to God, fays the declara-
tion'which ordered this change, for. the favours
he poured down daily fa plentifully on the royal.
family, and in particular for baving hlefled the mar-
riage of his majefty with the birth of a dauphine,
(then- four years of age) who, in his infancy, gave
fuch early and promifing hopes of {ucceeding one,
dayto the picty dnd virtne of his forefathers, Six-
teen years before, that is to fay, in 1649, the
fieur Flacourt, governor of the conquered coun-
trics,
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tries, had given the name ithe Je of Bourbin to
Mafcaregne, an ifland in.the neighbourhaed. of
Madagafcar, . (
While they were intent on fittingont-a {fecond
fleet, the company wanting advénturers,. fixed up
printed papers, where they declared they, had re»
{olved to make thofe who.fettled 4o the colony,
proprietors of as much land as:they could lahour,
themfelves,. -their familiés,. aid fervants. This
contained a deftription of the country; and the
conditions that {(hould ba. granted to thofe who
went thither. Thefe twdpoints appear to e of
importance, : - -
“ The air of the :Ifle of \Danphige, faid.the
company, is very* temperatg; two-thirds of the
year are like the {pring; the other third is not
hotter than the fummer: it France ; peopls:live
there to one hundred, and.a hundred and . tweaty
years of age. -
- The fruits there are..very good and plestifuls
pulfe, peas, and: all {orts of roots, are good:and
very wholfome. - Rice is gathered threa times. 2
year ; Européan grain grows better there than in
France ;. and there ate vines,.which if cultivated,
would yield extremely good, wine.. . ..
‘There ares great, qudntitics .of oxen,- cows,
goats, hogs, and other cattle..., There are-gold;
filver, lead; cotton, wak, fugar, 'tobacco, black
and white pepper,. ebany, .all farts of dyiog wood,
and other good merchandizes. . "Nathing is want+
ing but men who have the addrefs to make vfe of
thefe things, and‘to fet the negroes, the inhabi-
tants%f the country, ta wark, who are! docile,
. ohedient,
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obedient; 'and fubmiffiveto-what is- ‘comranded
them, : Thofe wio atecquainted with the cal
ture of thefe fofts of merchandizes would make
great advantages thereby: *r Silk-worms are very
common upon ‘the trees; .and produce filk which
istvery fine and eifily wrought, i
To give opportunity to cvery one to par-
take 'of thofe advdntages; all perfons of both fexes
who offer. themfelves fhall have their paflage in
the company’s thips, which will fet fail in the
month .of July next of the prefent”year 1665, in-
order to be fettled inrcolonies on the Ifle Dauphine,
in which, immediately after their arrival, lands
‘thall be diftributed among them for. their proper
'abode, in perpetuity, and to' their heirs and afe
fignees, paying a {mall duty for each meafure,
without any .other chargej and fhall be main-
tained during their-paflage and three months after
their arrival in the ifland ; which expence they
fhall reimburfe to the: company at a very reafon-
able rate, and the fum agreed upon. thall be paid
‘them in merchandizes which they fhall have ga~
'théred or traded for in.the ifland, at three terms,
every onhe a year,- the firft falling a year after their
fettlement ; and they fhall be furnithed with goods,
utenfils,: and' neceflary cloaths, in the ifland, at a
very réafonable price. - :
t: will be obferved, that all Frenchmen havs
ing gone.to the Ifle Dauphine.and othcer places of
the Indies,- who {hall have ftaid there the {pace of
cight years, {hall be received as mafters of their
arts and trades in all cities ‘of the kingdom, con.
formable to the 38th article of the king’s dcclaras
tion of 1664. For
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- # For the inftru&ion of the paflengers, the com-
pany has, and fhall carry in all their thips, mif
fionaries and ecclefiafticks, and brothers of the
charity, phylficians, furgeons, and apothecaries, to
take care of their health.”

Hitherto the company feem to have confined
themfelves to the Ifle Dauphine,. and the a2dvane-
tages they began to draw from thence, gave them
the greateft expectations for the future, Two
foreigners whaq offered them their fervice, excited
them to carry their views farther. - The firft was
a Dutchman, named Caron, (i) who had been
prefident of the commerce: of the republick as
Japan, and cut of difcontent had reticed inty
France, The fecond was named Marcara Avag-,
chinz, a native of lfpahan in Perfia, who had
fpent a great part of his life in the Ealt-Indies in
the quality of a merchant, Mr. Colbert engaged
the firft to go to make a fettlement for the com-
{.:any in the Indies and Japan in 1666. The

ame year, and a fhort time after, Marcara the
Perfian fet fail, in order to co-operate with him
in the {ame caufe, being invefted with the title
of counfellor to the fovereign council of the Ifle
Dauphine, and dire@or of all the fa@ories of the
company in the Indies, Perfia, and the country
of the fouth.

But inftead of a&ing in concert, a jealoufy arofe
between the two chiefs, and Caron got the better

Vor.IlL " D of.

3.
Sce on this epocha the voyages of Souchn de Rennefort.
Pag.) II. 1.i, &ii. They are excellent for ‘the beginning of the
Tndian company. But I cannot make ufe of shem without rymy

ming into improper digreflions.
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of his rival, who was condemned and recalled by
the company. He pleaded his caufe before the
publick by memorials,” which he difperfed in his
juftification, 'What perfonal things we find there
are no longer interefting, but they contain a great
fnany facts, which inform us in what manner the
fitft eftablithment of the French company in the
Eaft-Indies was formed, in which he had cer-
tainly the.largeft fhare. His apology givés us all
thedetail neceflary for our fubje, which is no
where elfe to be met with.

¢« The fieur Marcara, fay his memoirs, de«
partéd from the Ifle Dauphine, the 1sth of Oc-
tober 1667, with the fieur Caron, in order to
fettle the firft faCtory of the company at the Indies
in the city of Surat, The 24th of December,
(that is, after a voyage of two months and nine
days they touched at Cochin in order to take re<’
frethment there, and were received with great
civilities by the officers of the Dutch garrifon,
From thence, they arrived at Suali, the port of
Surat, the 13th' of February 1668, The fieur

Caron made a purchafe of fome very bad indigo
there, in fpite of all the fieur Marcara could do
to the contrary, 'Thus the company having re-
ceived it, were -diffatisfied, and made complaints
about it. 'The fhip after that fet fail the 2gth of
- ‘April 1668, for the Ifle Dauphine, where it ar-

Yived the 21ftiof June, after a voyage of lefs than
‘two months, ' '

. The 1g9th of O&ober following, the ficur
Marcara fet fail again for Surat, together with the
fieurs de Faye.and Goujon, all in different Ihips(i

an
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and arrived at Siali the 1 gth of March 1669. Some
days afterwards it was determined in the coun-
cil of the company, that the thips named Mare,
the Aigle d'or, and la Flute, fhould be frexghted
in order to be fent to different places. The charge
of this was committed to the ‘fieurs Marcara and.
Goujon, whereof they acquitted themfelves -to
the fatisfaction of all the world. -

The fame council afterwards refolved, that the
ficur Marcara fhould go to the court of the king
of Golconda, to obtain from him the powers and
privileges neceﬂ'ary for the company to trade in
his dominions, to buy up, and caufe goods to be
manufaGured there and to eftablith a facory of
the company at Mafuhpatan.

According to this fecond 'determination, the
fieur Marcara departed from Surat for Golconda,
the 13th of May 1669, not having been able to
do it fooner, on account of the deceafe of the
fieur de Faye, ‘general dire@or, which -happened
at Surat the 2d of May 1669, as unexpected as
it was prejudicial to the company. He landed at
Golconda the 211t of June following, with “four
commiffaries who -accompanied him, and was
very fplendidly entertained by Anazarbec his re-
lation, one of the principal men at the court, and
by the king’s fon-in-law, both his- old fncnds
who did him all manner of good offices. They
fpoke to the king in fo obliging a manner, that
that prince ordered Jabarbec, governor of Mafu-
lipatan, to hear the propofals of the fieur Marcara,
and make a report to him.

Dz Ths
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The. fieur Marcara having been informed of
this, made feveral vifits to Jabarbec, wherein he
entertained him with the greatnefs of the French
king, the glory of the French nation, and the
merit of the company, which eagerly defired to
have his permiffion for trading in the eftates of
the king of Golconda. He affured him that was
the only motive that led him to court, and for
which he wifthed the honour of dn audience from
the king,.

Jabarbec heard him with pleafure and applaufe,
and gave him a favourable anfwer, He teftified
no lefs fatisfaction with the king’s picture, which
Marcara thewed him. He treated him and all
his company magnificently, made him very rich
prefents, amengft others, a Perfian horfe worth
1800 livres, and gave him his word he would
make an ample report to the king of all he had
faid and propofed to him.

In the interval of thofe negotiations, the
Dutch, who had advice of it, {pared underhand
no prefents nor money to prevent the fieur Mar-
cara having audience of the king of Golconda, or
obtaining what he defired of him.,

To evade this tempeft, the ficur Marcara wrote
the king a letter in the Perfian language, in which,
after having reprefented in a very refpe@ful man-
ner, that he had waited at the court a long: time,
without having been able to obtain an audience
of his majefty, which he follicited fo eagerly, he
fupplicated him in a very humble manner to
grant him that honour'as foon as circumitances

would
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would permit him, ‘This meafare had all the
good effects the Perfian could have hoped from
it. The king of Golconda received him very
gracioufly ; he heard him with attention ; and,
teftifying a fingular efteem for the king of France,
he promifed, in confideration of him, to grant to
the company he had eftablithed for the Indian
commerce, a full liberty of trading in all his do-
minions. The fieur Marcara then made the
prince a prefent of the king’s piture, which he
accepted, and, to thew his efteem for it, imme-
diately gave orders to have it fet in a frame of
maffy gold. The fieur Marcara.made him like-
wile a prefent of five pieces of very fine French
gold brocade, thirteen’ pieces of DutclrCloth,
eleven mirrors, four double louifdors worth about
38coroupees, and three great chefts of the beft
Perfian wine, which the prince accepted with
pleafure ; and by way of acknowledgement, gave
the fieur Marcara, and all who accompanied him,
very rich cloaths after the country fafhion.

After fo favourable an audience, the Perfian
gave advice of it to the, fieur Caron, the general
direGor, and to the council at Surat; and upon
the king’s promife to grant him all he defired, he
fent a merchant and a faGor of the campany to
Mafulipatan, in order to make fure of a houfe to
fettle a faGtory there, with the money that was
neceflary to buy up mercantile goods.

About the 15th of O&ober, the officers of the
king of Golconda brought the fieur Marcard a
firman, or letters patent, which having read, he
found was not in the form he withed : he thanked

D3 _ them
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them for their tréuble, and gave them back the
firman, refufing to :accept it: He follicited ano-
ther, which had not the reftriGtions of the,firft,
and he fpent near two months in obtaining it.- A
faGtor, impatient ;at. this delay, wrote to Surat
and Mafulipatan, that the fieur Marcara was be-
traying the company, and that there was no ap-
pearance of his. obtaining the firman he follicited
for, .

_.{The fequel made- the contrary appear, and
fhewed the dexterity of the fieur Marcara in
affairs. The sth of December of the fame year,
1669, hereceived the firman in the moft ample
and favourable form that had ever been granted
by the king of Golconda. Thefe letters gave
liberty to the French company, to carry on all,
and fuch trades as they fhould think fit in the
kingdom for ever, without paying any duty either
at the entrance or clearing of (hips, whether they
belonged to the king or the company.”

It is remarkable, that the Dutch had at all
times made extraordinary follicitations, and given
immenfe prefents ta the .king of Golconda, that
they might obtain the’ like privilege, but could
never bring it about. If the Englith obtained it
in 1635, it was by the intervention of an extra-
ordinary embaffador, by immenfe prefents, and
twenty years fervices by fea for the interefts of the
king of Golconda, ' The fieur Marcara, provided
swith his firman, took leave of the king, and re-
turned to Mafulipatan the 26th of December, in
order to-fettle the company’s factory there.

. Mamontbek
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Mamontbek, who had fucceedéd Jabarbec ‘a
little before in the government of: that city, was
-advertifed of it by letter, in which the king com-
manded him to do more honour to Marcara than
to any other ftranger. Accompanied byall the
great men of the country, he went to meet him
two leagues from Mafulipatan, received him ‘in
a magnificent manner, -and condu&ted him to his.
palace with great ceremony. He immediately
caufed the firman, which the fienr Marcara pre-
prefented to him, to be made publick in a folemn.
manner, and to be regiftered in the chancellary-
of Mafulipatan, promifing to take care it fhonlds
be puné@ually executed. Then he conducted him.
to the houfe that had been hired for the com-.
pany’s faGory, where he refided;, and'managed
the commerce in the beft manner poffible.

He was in this fitnation, when in 1671, he,
was informed by a letter from Batavia, that the
fieurs Guefton and Blot, general directors of the
company; had left- France to come to Surat, in
order to prefide at the council and in the com-
merce of the company ; and that Mr. de la' Haye
accompanied them with a confiderable army.-
The two direGors arrived at laft, bringing 'with:
them a long memorial from Mr. Colbert, which
made a_new regulation for the council and- of-
ficers of the company at Surat, which turned out]
and direced the: trial of Marcara’s friends; with
out however naming him, or charging him in any
manner, and gave the firft rank every where to
the fieur Guefton, the fecond in the Indies to the

D4 fieur
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fieur' Cardn, -Marcara’s rival, and theé third to the
ficur Blot,

- ¢ The arrival of thefe directors, ,the memoirs
of the fieur Marcara refume in this place, was not
agreeable to the fieur Caron, becaufe he appre-
hended they would examine into his condué,
and compare it .with his rival’s, whom he had
decried at the court of France. He exerted him-
felf in fettling 4 faltory at Bantam, and on that
acgount gave a petty prince of the country 30000
roupits, amounting to 4 sooo livres, without any
advantage to the company.. Immediately after
this, he went aboard.the St. Paul, accompanied
with the Valtare, and beat his courfe to Surat.
At laft he went for France, under pretence of
.carrying thither a veflel loaded with eaftern mer-
chandizes, which arrived at Port Lewis the 26th
of May 1673, Bat not daring to land himfelf
with all the treafures he had amaffed- at the ex«
pence of the company, and fearing he might be
called to account for 1t, he refolved to fave him-
{elf in Portugal, When he entered the harbour
of Lifbon, the cables of his thip failed all on 2
fudden, the vellel fplit in'two, and thus he pe-
pthed with all his riches.” )

~One great advantage attending the memoirs and
the caufe of the fieur Marcara, is this; that the
king having taken cognizance of his affair, which
had been examined by Monf, Colbert, folemnly
difcharged. him by 2n arre€ of his council, of all
the falfe imputations wherewith his enemies had
accufed him, And indeed, we can never enough

commend
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command his zeal, his difintereftednefs, and the
great fervice which he had performed to the
company by the privileges he obtained of the King
of Golconda, and ‘which would have been fol-
lowed with confequences {till more advantageous,
had he not been obliged to return-into France.
Itis alfo true, that the fieur Caron fettled facto-
ries at Surat, and at Bantam ; but this was no hard
matter in a country where flrangers: are not. ex»
cluded from trading. *‘Thegreat point was to'.obe
tain the exemption from duties on commodities;
and this is what the fieur Marcara brought to
pafs, to whom the company will be eternally ob-
Yiged, as to one of her principal founders in -the
Eaft-Indies.

The advantages which he procured for the
company in the kingdom of Golconda, were fo
much the thore valuable, as they began to per-
ceive the Tmall profits that were to be made in
the ifle Dauphine. Befides, every thing was very
ill managed in that ifland by the diretors. and
prefidents of the council; who changed all the
regulations made by the king and by the com-
pany; both in refpe® of the conditions agreed
upon with the new Inhabitants, the appointments
of the factors, the manner of employing thé com-
pany’s. funds, whereof 40006 livres had been
found to haye been embezzled, and for which the
king ordained a rigorbus enquiry to be made by
an arret of ‘the.1ft of April 1669. His ‘majefty
having taken upon himfelf the lofles which the
company fhonld fuftain in the firft ten yedrs of
this enterprize, was in a particular manner irge&
- refte
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refted in reprefling thofe abufes, He determined

to take back the fovercignty of the ifle Dauphine

which he had yielded in property to the company,

by the articles! 27th, 28th,.-29th, of thecele-

brated edict of 1664, and- which the company
willingly abandoned. This change was decided

by. an arret of the 12th of November 1670,

. The company.turned their hopes with better
.grounds to the coaft of the Eaft-Indies. The fo-
vereigh couticil of the ifle Dauphine having been

fupprefled, was transferred.to Surat under the di-

reCtiop of the fieurs Guefton, Caron, :Blot, and

Baron, to whom were ‘given full powers both in

civil .and criminal cafes, by letters patent of the

month of January 1671. - The king had already

granted two.millions to fupport this new enter-

prize, when it was known that the fieurs Carcn-
and Marcara were happily arrived on the coaft of
Coromandel. This 1s known from an arret of
the council of ‘the fipance of the 211t of Septem-

ber. 1668. . 'This was followed by feveral others,

.which confirmed and augmented the privileges of
. the proprietors, _fuch as exemption from all local.
duties, grants upon their merchandize, that of
grabeau, aunage, and one per cent,

We muft add to thefe favours, the permiffion
granted the company, by a declaration of the
month of June 1666, to- make eftablithments at
Port Lewis for their magazines, and at a place
“called Feandick, and others,  along the rivers
Hennelon and Ponfcot, for dock-yards fit for the
building of their fhips, They had alfo gragtcd

them
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them to this cffe@ by the fame declaration, all
void ‘and wafte places bélonging to the king,
which were in the place abovemcnuoned Jt. is
from this that Port I’ Orient was formed, ‘which
the company of the. Indies poflefs to thlsda in
abfolute property and lordthip, conform tor the
title of conceflion, and without any tax or duties,
except the fole fue and homage-liege at each fuc~
ceffion to the crown.

Altho’ the privileges of the company of the
Eaft-Indies feem to comprehend in generalall the
countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, not-
withftanding a new company was formed at the.
fame time, that is to fay, in 1660, which had the
trade to China for it’s particular obje@; One
Fermanel, a rich merchant of Rouen, feems to
have been the author and principal condu@or of
it. According to the fcheme which he pub-
lithed, a fund was required of 220000 livres or
thereabouts, as well for the fiting out of thips, as
for purchafe of merchandize proper for the trade
of the Eaft, The aflurances which he gave of
making their fortune, engaged feveral perfons of
all ranks to become proprietors. However, no
more than 140000 livres could be made up, as we
learn from the fubfcriptions of the perfons en-

aged.
5 "The articles of this undertaking were fettled in
the hounfe of the fieur I'Hofte, the 15th of April
1660; and they comprehcnded twenty-three
heads. It is there faid, that it’s principal object
was the glory of God, ‘and the propagation of the
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faith 3 arid to- gain ¢redit to this pretext, bithops
and miffionaries were to "hive been fent aboard
‘the thip, Whofe €xpences were t6 be borne, and
who {hould labour 'in the converfiofi of the infi~
-dels. "'They 'were to land thefe prelates named
by the pope,” it ohe or more ports of Tonquin,
Cochinchina, or China,” in their own option,
“"They were to .be entreated to take particular care
that none of the funds' of the .company were
‘mifapplied, ‘and that a good and faithful regifter
thould be kept of all the purchafes, and fales of
commodities, made by the factors, They were
'to'bé empotwvered to caule money to be given to
thofe factors for extraordinary contingencies, and
‘to go, if need were, farther into the countries to
“difcover and learn their commerce, .
Fermane] had in charge to build in Holland or
elfewhere, a thip from three to four hundred tons,
to arm, equip, and provide her in every thing after
the manner of ‘the Hollanders ; the swhole for
two 'years, that is to fay, for fo longa time as was
neceffary ta go and return, for the greater fecu-
rity. Fermanel might take what number of of-
ficers and failors he judged neceffary, without,
howevet, admitting above twelve or fifteen fo-
reigners, amongft. whom one’or two were to have
been fuch as-were expert in the commerce of
China, But fieither were to be paid till their re-
turn. T
* All the merchandizes which thould proceed
from'that voyage, were to be fold in common in
order to keep up the price; and not to be divided
. ( according
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according to their different fpecies. . Before that
the ftock and profits thould be diftributed, it was
agreed to take up fo much of as it fhauld he ne-
ceffary for a fecond voyage, &c. |

The profits were fo far from being confiderablg
enough to engage in a new enterprize, that it-ap~
pears that they ftuck at the firft, the bad. fuccefs
of which diffolved the company. It is not, even
‘known whether they obtained of the king letfers
confirming that eftablithment: for it was then a
maxim among the Chinefe to fhut up their ports
from all foreign nations, for fear that the frequency
of ftrangers might corrupt their laws, or give oc~
cafion to form enterprizes againf} their liberties,
The emperor who reigned in that kingdom in
1685, wasthe firft who changed this policy. Ims
mediately the Indjans and Europeans hurried into
this trade; but the fituation of the French did
not permit them to carry, on any tradé thither but
what was very inconfiderable, It twas not till the
year 1698, that the new company of China was
formed, a5 I fhall relate in it’s place, =

The company privileged to trade -in the Eaft-
Indies, was fo far from being in a condition to
augment their commerce, that they had loft a
‘confiderable part of their funds, a thing almoft
inevitable, in all beginnings of enterprizes..  The
king being informed: of this by the general ac-
count laid before the aflembly of Paris, ook this
misfortune into his confideration, and was faithful
to the promife he had made, The 13th of Sep+
tember_he made a déclaration, by which 139.01:3

aine
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dained a repartition of ten per cent. to all the pro~
prietors of the company, whd had been found to
have exa@tly -performed the-'advancement: of the
funds, which they had undertaken to pay at dif«
ferent terms, and he granted a particular gratifi-
cation to the direGtors of the company, as well as
to the widows of the perfons concerned. In order
to give ‘them-a new proof of his zeal and attach~’
ment, he adds; ¢ Havin‘g regard to the loffes
which the company has fuftained in the begin~
ning of ‘their eftablithment, and fince that time,
which hdve been found to exceed the four mil-
lions which we have agreed to' lend them, and
have ciufed to be paid into the treafury of the
fa1d company, on the conditions which our edict
bears, of tlie 2oth of September 1668, we have.
difcharged, and by thefe prefents do difcharge,
the corhpany and their direGors, from the faid
fum of four millions of livres, abfolving them.
-from making reftitution of all or any part, and
from giving any manner of account in our chamber
of accounts, board of finances, or elfewhere ;.
holding ourfelves fatisfied with the enquiry made
into the affairs of the company by the commif=
fioners by us deputed to'that effect.”

Monf. Colkert, ever equally zealous for-an efta-
blithment, whereof he forefaw the future fug-
cefles, however unprofperous they had hitherto
been; - procured to the company, in the month of
February 1676, 2 new arret, which exempted,
from all-duties: inwards and outwards, all mer-
chandize bought at the publick fales of the com~

pany
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pany of the Indies, conform to the ; t?@b}ﬁd
famous declaration of. 1664. The p?g& Sf
the four great farms had obtained a con s
of the 2d of. Septémber 1673, and the %}Lthw&
September 1674, But the king difpenfes with it
by this other arret aboye-mentioned, excepting
only fuch goods as thould be tranfported to Lyons,
which fhould pay one. fourth only of the duties

inwards, and the cuftoms of the faid city.
Notwithftanding .the fmall profits arifing from
the trade ta the Indies, the king’s proteion kept
up their hopes, and: brought from time to time
new proprietors to engage, or private merchants
who were willing to engage in the trade to the
Eaft, without entering into the company of the
Indies. - His majefty gave permiflion to thefe
with reftriGtions, whicg thewed: his concern for
the intereft of the company. “Thefe conditions
were, 1ft, That the private merchants thould
make ufe of the company’s fhips for carrying
goods and paflengers, as well going out as returp-
ing. 2dly, That they fhould pay on both thefe
accounts, the freight agreed-upon before their
departure, 3dly, That goods imported as re-
turns on the account of private merchants, thould
be lodged in the company’s warchoufes, to be
there publickly fold together with thofe of the
company, to the higheft bidder, excepting pearls,
diamonds, and precious ftones, which thould be
reitored to the private proprietors.» 4thly, That
of all other merchandizes that fhould, have been
fold with thofe of the company, the amount . pf
the fale thould be exaQlly pard to the private pro-
' 'prietors,
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prictors, in money and bills of exchange, in
the fame manner as they thpuld have been paid by-
the buyers themfelves, deducing the duties ine
wards due to the. king, ‘the payment of which
the directors were to take upon themftlves for the
proprietors.  sthly, That.this permiffion - (hould
hold good for five years only, to commence on the
1ft of April 1682. Laftly, ‘That if it was found
that this permiffion was prejudicial to the inte-
refts of the company, the diretors fheuld be
empowered to revoke it, or caufe it to ceafe in
whole or in part, or to prorogate and extend it
for their own advantage, for fo long time, and
in’ what manner they fhould judge it expedient.
And all this, notwithftanding the 24th article of
the declaration of 1664, with which the king
difpenfes in this refpect only, This permiffion is
dated the 20th of January 1682.

This regard for the company did not prevent a
treaty with which they were very il fatisfied, and
which was not only prejudicial, bat fcandalous,
as thewing the fmall degree of confidence. that
the people repofed in them, butalfo their weaknefs
and declining condition, In order to diffipate
thefe notions of the publick, and to create a more
‘advantageous opinion of them, there was held a
third general meeting in the month of April
1684, -in which it was found that' the company’s
funds were reduced to-three millions, three hun~
dred and fifty-three thoufand, nine hundred and
fixty-fix livres, thirteen'fous, and four denlers,
This decreafe was attributed, 1, to the war with
the' Dutch from the year 1672 to 1678, in wlx}ich

they
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they had -done us abundance of damage both at
fea and in the Indies ;. 2dly, tovthe bad condu&
of the dire¢tors and fadtors ;- 3dly, to the negli-
gence or' timidity of the proprietors, who had
been very much behindhand in the advance of
the funds which had been agreed upon. To re+
medy all thefe abufes, it was decided, that all the
old dire¢tors in the general chamber of Paris, all
particular chambers, and thofe employed in them,
fhould be fupprefled : that twelve directors thould’
be named out of the proprietors of the city of
Paris, who fhould have furnifhed at leaft 30000
livres of a new fund for their part of the fupple-
ment, in place of thofe proprietors who had not
paid up their fourth. That the fums requifite,
which were to be delivered at the general board
of the company, fhould be paid to thofe twelve
officers; and that they alone fhould have the ad-
miniftration and general direGtion of them. That
thofe proprietors who fhounld not have paid up
their fourth, as, had been ordained, fhould fors
feit the interefts and capitals which they had in.
the company;_ and that..thofe who in their de-
fault thould pay up this fum in two years with-
out intereft, be fubftituted in their rights, - -

"This regulation was confirmed by a declaration
of the king, of the month of February 1685;
wherein the king adds, that- he leaves to the
company the liberty of-keeping in fovereignty
the ifle Dauphine, or' of reftoring -it ta him, in
their own option. Altho’ they had given it up.
in the -year 1670, as a burthenfome, pofleffion,
and that the {overeign council had been transfer-
-+ Vou Il ~ E ored
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red to Surat, the king' was flill willing t6 give
them their choice ; but they did ‘not hefitate to
abandon it -entirely; and their renounciation was
ratified by an arret of the 4th of June 1686.

This change and reform which -the company
had made in their adminiftration fomewhat re-
vived their hopes. It received additional increafe
by the treaty concluded between the king of Siam
and Lewis XIV. by the means of Monf, Con-
ftance, minifter of the Indian prince, and Monf.
dé Chaumont our embaflador, the 1oth of De-
‘cember 1685, If thefe conventions had been
fincere on the paft of the king of Siam, the ca-
tholick religion and commerce would very foon
have made great progrefs in his eftates. But thofe
flatterers who had’ pretended the fending manda-
rins on behalf of the king of Siam, who they
faid was willing to make an alliance with France;
and to. embrace chriftianity, made very little ado
about the fmall fuccefs of our embafly, or of the
execution of the treaty which had been con-
ctluded ; for it never took place with refpe@ to
either of the two articles which were the object.
-of it ,

This ‘was not the only blow which the com-
pany received at that time, One of the princi-
pal articles of their commerce confifted in cloths of
cotton, white or painted, and in ftuffs worked
Avith gold- or filver, which they imported into
France, - They even caufed thefe cotton cloths to
be painted at home in the manner of the Indies.
The novelty of thefe forts of goods, and the
cheapnefs of them-in the country, procured them

‘ a pro=
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a prodigious ‘fale, and funk the price of moft
part of the manufadtyres of the kingdoma,
However defirous the king was to protect the
company, ha could not difpenfe with putting a
ftop to the hurt which this trade did to that of
‘France. On the remonftrances addrefled ta him
on the part of the farmers general, merchants
ahd manufacurers, he gave ap arret of the 27th
of January 1687, forbidding the ufs of painted
cottons of whatever fabrick they might be, |
confine myflf to relate the epacting .claufes
“ His majefly ‘granty leave to the company to
‘have painted, if they think proper, the white
cloths fold by them in the maonth of O&oher laft
preceding, as alfo thofe they have fince received,
or may receive during this prefent year, by, ihg
fhips they have fent to the Indies 1685, and 1686,
till and including the laft of December 1688 only;
till which time the molds ferving for the paint.
ing of the faid cottons fhall not be broken, and
that the faid cottons may be fold and retailed freely
without incugring the penalties impofed by oug
arret; which time expired, and reckoning from
the 1t of January 1689, all manufaGures eftas -
blithed 'inthe kipgdom for the painting of cottons
thall ceafe, and the molds and utenfils be broken,
with prohibition to repdir them. His majefiy
likewife grants leave to the company to fell all
painted cottons of the Indies which they have
imported, or which fhall be imported on theig
account, till the lafk of December 1687 inclnfive; .
and to fuch*merchants' as thall have bought them

to retail, till the Gid laft of Degember 1688 inv
E2 clufive,
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clufive, his majefty exprefily prohibits ‘the faid
company to import, fell, or retail in this king-
‘dom, any painted. cottons, under the penalties
mentioned in our arret of the 26th of O&obet
laft preceding.- Thofe which fhall be found re-
maining in the hands of the merchants on thelaft,
of December 1688, fhall be taken back by the
direGors of the company at their price on theé.
fales, ‘to be by them exported forth of the
kingdom ; and with refpect to ftuffs of filk, gold,
filver, and barks of trees of the Indies, and of
China, his majefty grants leave to the company
to continue to trade in them, and to import to the
amount of 150000 livres yearly; 45 alfo to im-
port all manner of white cottons, excepting fuch
as are prohibited by our arret of the 26th of Oc-
tober laft; and all other forts of wares and mer-
chandizes of the produce of the countries in this
grant, on payment of the duties fettled by the
tarif of the month” of September 1664 only;
which fhall be dlfo obferved with refpet to the
painted cottops whilh the company is permitted
to import till-the laft of Decémber next enfuing ;
and all this, notwithftariding what is contained
in qur'arrets of the 1 sthand 26th of O&ober pre-
ceding, on condition -always of performing the
.engagements entered into by the faid directors, of
Jfending out goods of the manufacture of France to
the amount of 500000 livres yearly. His ma-
jefty prohibits the; farmers of the united farms and
all others to exalt any other or greater duties than
thofe mientisned by the faid tarif, under the pe<
nalty of being punithed as extortioners.” T
¢
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The farmers general, who had obtaintd this
arret, faw it put in execution with all the feverity.
lmagmable In the beginning of the year 1639,
abfolute orders being iffued to break all the molds
for painting of cottons, it became requifite to
effeGtuate the engagements which the company
had entered into, to tike back the painted cot-
tons fold t6 the merchants. They. alledged dif-
ferent excufes, in-virtue whereof they obtained
a farther- delay of three- months, But at laft it
became- neceffary to put them in execution ; and
all the favour which the king granted them, was
to permit them to reimburfe the merchants. in
four equal.payments, from three months to three
months, taking back the goods unfold, at the
fame price as they had' bought thein. .From this
time forwards, the company was not permitted to
fell painted cottons in the kingdom, except by ex-
traordinary graces, fuch as thofe granted them in
1701 and 1702, thn they received from the
Indies 7964 plCCCS”Of painted cottons, carpets and
coverlcts and 1541 pleccs made of bark of trees.
They were permitted to fell them at Nantes ; and
thofe merchants who thould buy them, to retall
them for a year after their being marked. This
prohibition” was fo much the more prejudicial ta
the company, asthere was very confiderable pro-
fit to be made onall_forts of cottons, efpecially
fuch as had been bought of Indian private mer-
chants.

With refpe&t to ftuffs of filk, gold, and fil-
ver, we have feen by the forevomg arret, that
pcrmxﬂion had been grantcd ta import and vend

3 in
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'n the kingdom, to thé‘amount 'bf 1 #66bo Tifres
yeatly, on condifion ‘that they éxpofted to the
Indies the tnanufactures of France to thé extent ‘of
gcoovo livres, ‘This -permiffion, which had
been confirmed by différent arrets, was abfolutely
revoked in 1702, by a de¢laration which at the
famt titme prohibited the company to export into
the countries of their grant, any other merchan.
dize of France, than thofe which they might fell
there to moft advantage, '
‘The cale’ was not the fame with refpect to
white ‘cotton$' and- muflins, The Ppermiffion
$ranted the ‘co‘mpang in 1685, to tontinue to
trade in them, has been extended’ to the year
1419, and alWays with the formality of the mark,
but which could hot but be very advantageous for
'the company,” fihte it was invented with no other
view than to hinder the falé of any other cottons
in the kingdom, than thofe of the company,
Notwithftanding - their effes were fometimes
marked with the leads of  the farmers general, or
of ‘the intendant bf Britany, whén they had no
permiffion granted them to” import a determinate
fiumber of cottons or ftuffs. It is to be remarked,
that. the company of the Indies did not experis
¢énce thole affeting ' chafiges, till after the death
of Monf, Colbert, which happened in 1683.
It appears that at that timg (under M, 'de Pont-
Chartrain,) the general farms epjoyed the good
graces of the court ; this is evident from the moft
part of thearrets given with refpe to the affairs
difputed between the two companies, during the
mipiftry of this comptroller general;
. , - Thefe:
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‘I'heie difputes about rights and privileges,
broke out with animofity in 1700, when the
company were brifkly attacked by the farmers

general, who intended this procefs as. plaintiffs..

. The arret which intervened on the 2d of No-.
vember on this {fubjed, - informs us of all the par-.
ticulars of the hiftory of. this conteft, which have.
any relation to this trade.

M Thomas Templier, farmer of the united
general farms of his majefly, prefented a requeft
tothe king, praying that it might pleafe him to

*give order that the goods of the Eaft-India com-.
pany, arriving at Port Lewig, fhould be there.
marked and leaded, in order to be viewed at their.
arrival at Nantes, That mafters of veflels .thould
be obliged to make their reports of them at the
cuftom-houfe of Nantes, and to produce their in-
voices and land permits ; and that after waiting
till they fhould be unpackcd and fearched, they
thould be difcharged in prefence of the conumﬁ-
faries of the faid Templier, and lodged in the
warchoufcs of the company of the Indies under
two keys, whereof the commiffaries. of Templier
were to have one, That thofe goods fhould be,
fubjected to the duties of the provoftthip of Nantes,
and all others united to the five great farms, which
are payable at Ingrande in Anjou, aver and above
the duties of the tarif of 1664. That the faid
company fhould be pbliged to pay the duties upon
iron bought for the building of their thips, - .

‘To this requeft, which ‘tended .to dc{h:oy the
company ‘of the .Indies, .the directors . oppofed
another, in which they prayed the king: to-give

E 4 arder




56 A.NEW HISTORY of

arder that the 44th article of the edi& of the efta-
blithment of the faid company of the manth of
Auguft 1664, and the arrets given in confequence
thereof, concerning the privileges of the faid
company, might be executed according to their
form and tenor. And fuorther, that the goods of
the company. thould be ’difcharged at I'Orient,
at Port Lewis, and at Nantes, as ufual,-and with-
out being fubjett. to: be fearched and leaded, or
any other formalities to which' the faid Templier
pretended right: that the company might not be
obliged 'to’ pay. for the goods at their fales, in
whatever place they were fold, other or greater
duties in lieu” of all daties inwards and of the
united farms, than thofe of the tarif of 1664, and
that only for. the goods mentioned in the faid tarif;
and three per cent. for fuch as are not expreffed
therein, “in purfuance of the arret of the'z2d of
November 16g2. 'To condemn Templier and
- his fecurities to.make payment and refticution to
the company of the fum of eighteen thoufand and -
odd livres, which had been paid for the duties of
the provoftthip of Nantes, according to the dif-
charge of the receiver, and all other fums received
by them, or. by their commiffaries and overfeers,
s well for the faid duty of provoftthip, as for all
the re-united dpties of Ingrande, together with
the.interefts.of the faid fums, from the day in
‘which payment was made of them. To which
effect they fhall be conftrained by all methods,
-as lawful trofteessar depofitaries; difcharging the
farmers of the unifed farms, their commiffaries
and averfeers, to exact any thing of the company
in
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i lieu of the faid duties in-all. time: coming, no
more than for iron and other goods which. they
fhall buy or caufe to be bought for their account,
to be made ufe of in building, careening, equip-
ping, and victualling their {hips.

The report of thefe two tequefls being heard
by Monf. de Chamillird, comptroller general of
th: finances, (M. de Pont-Chartram being then
chancellor) the king in council ordained, That-
the directors of the company of 'the Indies, or
their commiffaries and overfeers, fhall be. obliged
to furnifh to the commiflaries of his majefty’s
farms 'at Port Lewis, or other ports of the pro-
vince of Britany, where the. thips of the company
of the Indies fhall arrive, a copy of the bills of
- lading of the faid fhipss and to: deliver at the
board of his' majefty’s general farms at Paris, a
copy of the invoices of the cargaes imported from
the Indies in- the faid fhips, the whole certified
under the hands of the dxrcé'tors which being
performed the commiffaries of the farms of Port,
Lewis, or elfewhere, may not fearch. nor . lead,
any balcs parccls or cafes, in which goods fhall
have been imported, but fhall be allowed only to-
he prefent at the delivery of the faid goods, if they
fee caufe: that-fuch -goods being tranfported by
fea or land from Port Lewis to Nantes thall
there be warehoufed at their arrival,, in; thc ware-
houfes of the company of the Indxcs under the
key of the dire&ors only ; at the delivery of which
goods at Nantes, the commifiaries of the farms
may alfo be prefent without the dire&ors, com-
aniffaries, ocr gverfeers of the company of: the

Indies
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Indies beiny obliged to advertife or wait on them
provided, however, that the mafters of veflels.
{ltall be obligéd to produce to the commifiaries of
the farms at Nantes, -when they arrive there, .
copies of their bills of lading, and the carriers over
land, copies of their land permits ; that as well
the mafters of veflels as land carriers, fhall make
the ufual declarations of the goods with which
they are loaded, and that after the fales, the dif-
patches depending on the commiffaries of the
farms thall be delivered as ufual.  Asalfo hisma-
jefty otdains, that the goods of the faid company
arriving at Nantes by fea, fhall pay the duties of
the provoftthip of Nantes, according to the pan-
¢arte or tarif,of the faid duties, which thall be
determined by the weight, at the rate oftwo fous.
fix deniers the load of 150 pounds weight, and
wools of Boulan, ftuffs of barks of trees, filk
handkerchiefs, rice, fandal wood, fapan wood, .
terra ‘merita, “cottons ; (piceries, fuch as cinnae
‘mon, nutmegs, cloves, pepper, amber, and mufk ;
on cowries; canes, cravats ftriped with filk thread,
muflins ‘wrought with' thread and filk. And at
the rate of the forticth part bf the value on cotton
thread, horfé hides, raw fitk, ftuffs all of filk,
cotonis,  ard chuquelas, taffetas, armofins, belts.
and garters of filk, and ftuffs of atelas with flowers
of gold 1" that the faid merchandizes of the com-
pany of the Indies thall pay likewife the duties of
Puarifis, twelve and' fix .deniers in pafling at In-
grande, ds 1ocal duties, over and above the duties
‘of'the tarif of 1664 ; and as to what remains, that
the company of the Indies fhall enjoy an €x-
ST - emption
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emption from all dutles inwards and outwards for-
warlike ftores, provifions, and all other things
neceflary for the building, victualling, armament,
and careening of the thips which they {hall equip;
the whole conform to the 43d article of the edi&t
of eftablifhment of the faid company of the Indies,
of the month of Auguft 1664, and to the faid
arret of council.of the joth ‘of September 1663.
Done in council, &c. ‘

This oppofition of Meflieurs the farmers gene-
fal to the company of the Indies, difcovered it-
felf more openly; and prevailed immediately after
the death of Monf, Colbert, it’s founder and pro-
teGor. It is true, .that by the arret of it’s efta«
blithment in 1664, the king had not entirely ex-
empted them from the duties inwards; but he
had fixed them fo low, that they could not look
upon them as burthenfome, According: to the
tarif then fettled, they were to pay eighteen fous
per piecce on cottons, meafuring ten aulnes, or
ells, only, and other goods were taxed in pro-
portion. With refpeét to .thofe imported after-
wards, and which had not been comprehended
in thetarif, the duty was fixed upon fuch at three

r cent.  This impofition appeared too gentle ta
the farmers ‘general. They prefented 2 new me-
morial to the council, which gave them a favour-
able hearing, and granted all their demands..

The joth of April 1686, three years after the
death of Monf. Colbert, they obtained an arret,
bearings That from that day forwards, there
fhould bé paid, over and above the duties of the
tarif of 1664, fix livres on-each piece of cottonsf

T of
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of ten aulnes in length, -and “four livres per pound
weight on coverlets,. pieces for: waiftcoats, and
“other -manufatures of ‘cotton, at importation, on
pain of confifcation of the faid merchandizes which
fhould be landed in any ports- other than thofe
which had been prefcribed.

On the 15th of O&ober of the fame year, a
fecond .arret was given, which ordained, that
from that day forwards, there thould be paid, over
and above the duties of the tarif of 1664, at im--

ortation into the realm, twenty livres per aulne
on ftuffs of filk, wrought with gold and filver;
eight livres per aulne on fmall ftuffs of wrought
filk and mixed with gold and filver; fifty fous
per aulne on taffetas and fattins unmixed, and
thirty fous per ‘aulneon ftuffs of filk and bark of
trees unmixed. ‘ '

Laftly, the arret of the 26th of October of the
fame year, and whereof we have already fpoken;
' prohibits the importation and manufa&uring of-
all forts of painted cottons, as well as of ftufts of
filk of the Indies and of China, with gold and
filver flowers, and the wearing of all thefe -mer-
chandizes in the kingdom, oh pain of three thou.
fand livres fine, payable by the wearer. All thefe
arrets, and others, wére explained and renewed
by a long déclaration of the 13th of July 1700, .
wherein the king grants the company leave to
import from the Indies to the amount of 150000
livres,-of filk, or gold and filver ftuffs, yearly,
which may be fold and vended in the kingdom,
after being marked, on condition that they export
yearly to the amount’ of goocoo livres of goods.

- mianufatured
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manufa@ured in' France. They are alfo permitted
to import yearly to the amount of 150000 livres’
in painted cottons and ftuffs of barks of trees, in
order to bé re-exported, without being fuffered
to fell them to the merchants of France, even on
condition of théir re-éxporting them, a thing
always permitted heretofore: :

To render the execution of this arret the more
ftri@, his majefty prohibits all perfons of what-
ever quality or condition, to ufé, wear, or make
_any manner of garments ot firniture of bark of
trees, or painted cottons ; and all taylors, mantua-
_ makers, upholiterers, and brokers, to ufe or have
in their cuftody, any painted cottons, or ftuffs of
the bark of trees, on pain of confifcation, three
thoufand livres of fine; lofs of their freedom, and
being rendered’ incapable of exercifing the faid
trades ; and 150 livrés of fine to be paid by per-
fons found wearing garments of thefe' forts of
ftuffs, or who fhall "have in their poffeflion any
furniture made of them. Laftly, the king or-
dains, that the judges of the police fhall make
fearch throughout the Kingdom, 'in the houfes
of merchants, dealérs, taylors, upholfterers, and
brokers ; and that all ftuffs of filk, of* mixed with,
filk or filver, of the manufaGure of the Indies,
found unmarked, as alfo painted cottons, or ftuffs
of bark, in .pieces, garments,-or furniture, fhall
be confilcated and burnt; -

" "'While thefe contefts were carried -on,. the cdm-
pany changed the feat- of their jurifdiction in the
Indies.” The Dutch, jealous of their eftablifhing
2 trade which they wanted to engrofs to them=

felves,
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felves, fent an army taattack the'company’s gars
yifon at Pondicherry, which they had conquered,
and where they intended to :eftablith their princis
pal faGtory. The courage of 4 hundred and fifty
men, could not refift the continual affaults of the
enemy. They made an honourable capitulation,
and evacuated the place. But it was rendered
back five years afterwards in 1697, by the cighth
article of the treaty of Ryfwick, as we thall fee
below. ( '

"The company having again taken poffeflion of
fo advantageous a poft for commerce, becaufe it
is fituated on the middle of the coaft of Coro-
mandel, and near the great iflands; refolved ta
eftablith here their principal faltory ance more,
Heretofore it had been at, Surat, as well as the.
fovereign council, by the arret of 1671, Butas
this city was four hundred leagues diftant from
Pondicherry, on the oppofite coaft of Malabar;’
thé company thought proper to create in this laft
a new fovereign council, on which {bould depend
the fattories of Ougli, Bellezor, Kafumbazar, Ca~
bripatan, Mafulipatan, and pthers in the kingdom,
of Bengal, and along the coaft of Coromandel.

For this effet his majefty granted letters patent,
bearing ; That he conflituted a fovergign council
in the city of Pondicherry, for the diftribution of .
juftice in civil and criminal matters, to all his fub-
ieéts inhabiting that city and its dependencies, and
1w -general all the faGtories depending thereon:
that this council fhould be compofed of the di-
rectors general of the company, in cafe there were’
any refiding in the city and fort of Pqndicherryé

, an
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and in their abfence, to confift of the direGor
general of this fattory, and the merchants of the
company there refiding : that thefe direttors, or
merchants, fhould do juftice in givil and ¢riminal
matters, in court, and on the days and hours
fixed for that purpofe : that the fentences pafled
by three of them in civil matters, fhould be held
and reputed fovereign fentences, and executed as
arrets of the company, without appeal : that with
refpe@ to criminal a&tions, they thould be drawn,
up and tried in common form by the faid direc-
tors and merchants to the number of five, and not
under : that the heads of particular factories fhould
be empowered to execute judgement in matters
as well qivil as criminal, in the firft inftance, re-
ferving an appeal to the fovereign council: that
the fieurs Francis Martin, knight of the order of
St. Lazar and Mount Carmel, commandant of the
city, fort, and habitation of Pondicherry, and
director general of the company ; Francis de Fla-
court, Pierre le Pheliponnat, de Chalonge, and
Claude de Boivin d’ngdancourt, merchants for
the company in, the faétory of Pondicherry, fhall
be inftituted and commiffioned there to hold the’
fovereign council, and to render to the Freach.
there 1nhabiting, juftice, in matters as well civil
as criminal, wherewith they are charged in ho-
nourand confcience: that they fhall be empowered
to commiffion fuch perfons as they fhall think
roper to take in the name of the king and for the
intereft of the publick, .as'well in civil as criminal
toatters, the neceffary requifitions, as likewife a re-
corder, to reccive and make out their fentences,
and .
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and all other ads of juftice : -that thefe fentence
thall run in the name of the king, and be fealed
with the arms of France, and a feal like that of
the {overeign. coyncil at Surat ; which feal fhall
be placed in the hands of the faid fieur Martin,
who fhall be the keeper thereof, and in hisab-
fence the fenior member of the council. Lattly,
that the general dire¢tors of the company of the
Indies, fhall be empowered to recall the faid fieur
Martin, de Flacourt, le Pheliponnat, and others,
when they fhall fee caufe, on condition of pre«
{enting others to the king, who fhall be eftablithed
by his majefty on their nomination, Thefe

letters bear date in the month of February 1741.
While the company of the Indies wére em-
ployed in France in defending ‘their rights and pri-
vileges againft the farmers general, they were
likewife obliged to fupport them againft the high
admira), -the count of ‘Thouloufe. This firft office
of the marine being fupprefled in 1626 and 1627,
and not revived until 1683, no regard was paid ta
At in the arret of 1664, for the eftablithment-of
thé company. On the contrary, it would feem
provifion had been made for the advantage of thig
laft againft the difficulties which might arife,
fhould the: admiralty be re-eftdblithed, as it was
19 years after in 1683, in favour of the count of
Thouloufe. The ggth article of the arret of .
1664, bears ineffect: * That if any capturesare
made by the thips of the company on the ene-
mies of the ftate, and -in the feas of the ceded
countries, they fhall belong to them, and fhall
‘be judged by the officers eftablithed in the place:_
: ‘ : 0
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of the faid countries, whither they ¢4n #ioft con-
veniently be carried according to the ordannances
of the marine,”” ‘The 43d article fays: . That
their fhips and merchandizes fhall be exempt
from the duties of the gdmiralty, and d¢ 4ris,
‘that is to fay, fhips wrecked,” ‘
In 1707, the count of Thouloufe oppofed thefe
two privileges of the company, which they had en-
joyed ever fince their eftablithfnent. He pre-
{ented a2 memorial to the king’s council, jmport-
ing, that it might pleafe his majefty to ordain for
the time to come, that the managers of the fhips
of the Bid company fhould be obliged tg execute
the ordonnapce of the marine in 1681, as to syhat
segards them ; that the thips of the {id company
{hal} not fet fail from the ports of Franee without
leave or commiffion from the admiral, under pain
of confifcation; and that the tenth of all the prizes
taken or to be taken by the fhips of the com-
pany, fhall be paid to hjm conformable to the
fame ordopnance of 1681, In a fecond metnos
rial, the high admiral, perfifting in thofe demands,
alledged that the mafters or captains pf the coms
pany’s thips {bould be obliged at their return from
cach yoyage, to make 3 report to the admiralty,
and to deliver up the papers and prifoners of the
prizes they thonld have taken, to the officers of
the admiralty, that they might proceed therein
after the ufual manper. The company anfiyered
thefe two memorials by pleading the privileges
which had been granted at their eftablithment,
and the peaceable poffeffion whergof they had
enjoyed ever finge. .. | o
Vor. I F His
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His majefty determined this difference, and or-
dained by an arret of the 26th of November 1407,
‘that the ordonnance of the marine; of the month
of Auguft 1681, fhall be-executed according to
it’s form and tenor, by the fhips of the com-
pany of the Eaft-Indies; -and confequently, that
the captains, writers, and other officers of the
faid veffels, fhoyld be obliged to take out licences
-and_commiffions of war, to make their report to
the officers of the admiralty, to deliver up the
‘papers and prifoners found in the prizes, in order
to proceed therein, and generally to conform-to
‘what is prefcribed by the faid ordonnance, as it is
practifed by all the other fhips of -his majefty’s
fubjeCs. ~As to what concerns the tenth of the
prizes, -his majefty having regard to the edict of
1664, confirmed by the declaration of the month
of February 1685, maintains and confirms the
faid company in the exemption from the admi-
ral’s tenth of the prizes which have been taken
by them before, or fhall be taken afterwards be-
yond the line only. And with refpect to the
prizes which have been, or fhall be taken, on this
(ide the line, his majefty declares them fubjec to
the faid duty, conformable to the ordonnance of
1681, with confent of the company,. which his
majefty has moreover confirmed and maintained

in their privileges and exemptions.

But the merchants afiociated to the company
of the Eaft-Indics, were not comprehended in
that arret which granted them an immunity from
-the tenth, . They remonttrated to-them the pre-
Jjudice this fubjection to the tenth would occafion
ta
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to them, and that it was their intereft they thould
likewife be effranchifed from it, 'This occaficned
the .company’s addrefling a requeft to the king,
in which they reprefented to him the bad ¢ondi-
tion of their affairs, and the impoffibility of con=
tinuing their commerce, if it was not fupported;
therefore they fupplicated his majefty, that the ex-
emption from the tenth which had been granted
them, fhould likewife have place.for the prizes
taken, "or to be taken by the fhjps of thofe with
whom they had contradted to navigate and trafs
fick in the ceded countries. This requeft was
communicated to the count of Thoulopfe, who,
more anxious for the publick good, than his own:
intereft,confented to all thecompany required, pro-
vided that,itfhould beacknowledged,thatin quality
of admiral, he had a right to exact the tenth,
that his generofity might not be prejudicial to
thofe of that office with which he was invefted.
The ceflion he made, for this time only, was de-
clared and confirmed by an arret of the 3d’ of
September 1712. '
. The low condition to which:the company faw:
themfelves reduced, -was fufficient caufe for their
petitioning the prince for fome eafe of the feverity
of the arrets which had been given againft them.:
They reprefented, that they would be neceffitated.
to give over the trade, and the proprietors ruined,
if they were not permitted to vend and retail in
the kingdom muflins and white cottons, which
were one of the beft parts .of their trade, and
which did no prejudice to France. The king gave-
his confent by an. arret of the 10th of December:
) F2 1709,
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170y, granting them permifiion to vend thefe
forts of cottons in the kingdom, ‘whete the libert
of wearing them fhould be reftored ; on condis
tion however, that they fhould be marked in.
the mannet acciftomed, lefk the private merchants
fhould fell cottony bought from-foreigners. But
fluffs of filk wrought with gold and filver, as alfo
thofe of the bark of trets, were ftill prohibited,
and even forbid by new arrets, Notwithftanding
the importation of unwrought filks was ftill al«
lowtd, on which was impofed & duty of feven
fous, Iix deniers per pound weight, for the ufe of
the farmers general, But two yeats after, in 1714,
thefe joined themfelves with the deputies of the
chamber of commerce of Marfeilles, and the ge-
feral {yndic of the province of Languedoc, to
petition the prohibition of all manner, of filks and
filk manufactures of the 1ndies, whereof they
had imported hetetofote from fix to feven thou-
fand livies yearly. ]

Mean time the company’s privilege was near
at an end, which had been granted them in 1664
for. fity years. ‘The direCtors reprefented to the
king, that in oider to put them into a ¢ondition
of paying the debts which they had contralted
to fuppoit the trade, they moft humbly prayed
him to extend their privilege ten Yyears longer.
His tajefty granted theic requeft, with this re-
ftriftion only; that the tenths of all prizes taken
by the company’s fhips, ot thofe of their affoci-
aves beyond the line, thould henceforwards belong
to'the high admiral of France; This arret, which
~is- 8f the 2gth of September 1414, rtnews the
’ pro-
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prohibition againft importing inta the kingdom
any painted cottons, or ftuffs of filk unmixed,
of filk'and cotton mixed with gold and filver, of
bark of trees, and unwrought filk, even nndeg
pretext of €xporting them abroad. o

Two years afterwards,, in 1710, were included
a fecond time in that prohibition, white cottons
and muoflins, which was a very great prejudice to
the company,

So many repeated blows announced their de-
cline and total downfal. In 1682 they had al-
ready permitted private merchants to.fend goods
into the Indies, on condition that they fhoyld
be tranfported in the company’s bottoms, and on
paying the freight only. "In 1708, ufing every
methad to difcharge their debts, they confented
that M. Croifat fhould. equip two fhips in the
name of the company of the Indies, to whom he
was to pay fifteen per cent. on the fale of the
goods, without any- dedudtion of the king’s du-
ties, and €wo per cent. on fuch prizes as he thould
take beyond the line; the company referving
to themfelves the liberty of importing in thefs
fbips to the amount of ten tons of India goods,
Laftly, in 1712, they were obliged to renounce
their trade entirely, and to abandonp it to the xaer+
chants of St. Malo, in hopes that the henefit
which thould redound to them from 'it, in com-
fequence of their agreement, thould epable them
to difcharge the whole, or part, of morg than ten
millions of debts which they had contraed, as
well in the Indies as in Frauce, ‘Thus when-they
petitioned the ;rmcwal%‘f their privilege in 17144

3 1t
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it was not with 4 defign' to make ufe of it them-
felves, but to caufe it to be carried on by others,
and to draw fome advantage from their advances
and gains. ' ‘

~ But this remedy was not equal to the greatnefs
of the evil: there was a neceffity of having re-
courfe’ to another more folid-and efficacious, I
mean the formation. of a new fociety. Befides
the company of the Eaft-Indies, thege were three
others eftablithed in the kingdom : that of China,
that of the Weft or'America, and that of Sene-
gal or Cape Verd, by which our fhips enter Ni-
gretia from the ocean. As thefe feparate com-~
panies had had little fuccefs, it’ was believed that
as theirs exténded to the four quarters of the
world, a general company which fhould have
an equal privilege with all the others, and 'thould
ac on the fame principles, would fucceed much
better, and ‘procure very great advantages to
France. Nothing can be better drawn up than
the edict given for the union of thefe four com-
panies, in May 1719. As I have already given that
of 1664, for the' eftablithment of the Eaft-India
company, I am now going to prefent the reader-
‘with that of the company of the Indies, fuch as it
fubfifts at this day, as being more interefting than
the firft, ’ -

LOUIS by the grace of God, king of France
and of Navarre: to all prefent and to come,.
HEALTH. Since our acceffion to' the crown;
we hiave made it our bufinefs to repair the drain-
ing of the ftate by the long wars in which it has
been engaged, and to ‘procure-to our fubjects that

plenty

e
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plenty and happinefs ‘which they deferve. = We.
obferve with. fatisfaGtion the quick circulation of
money,.and the reftoring of trade. - But we are
refolved not to reft fatisfied with thefe advantages,
The credit of the Weft-India company, altho’
lately fettled, has determined us to examine the
fituation of the ancient companics ; and we have.
with grief obferved, that-notwithftanding the-be-;
nefations they received from 'the liberality of the;
late king, our. moft honoured lord, and great.
grandfathér,. they have not been able ‘to fupport
themfelves. - The.company of the Eaft-Indies,.
eftablithed by the edj& of the month of Auguft
1664, inftead of employing for the aggrandize-
ment of trade the exclufive privilege which had,
been granted them for fifty years running, and,
the repeated fuccours in money and fhips given
them by the late king, after having contjacted.
debts both in France and the Indies, have totally
abandoned their navigation, and have refolyed to
yield their privilege ta private merchants, upon
payment of ten per cent..on the product of their
fales in France, and_five perxcent. on prizes, and-
retaining fifty livres per ton on goods exported, and.
feventy-five livres on goods imported,” which had
been granted them by way of gratification. We
are fenfible. that.their want.of fuccefs has not at
all been owing to the nature .of this trade, but to
their bad management ; and -that this. company,
like thofe of neighbouring flates, might haye ren~
dered ‘'this commerce of advantage both .to the
proprietors and- the .nation. This enterprize had
been formed - with a capjtal infufficient to carry it
Uy ond

——
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oti; ‘The directars have deftroyed one part of
thoft funds by t6d hatty. dividends, at a time
whef théré were ho profits; dnd to fupply thefe
defitiencies, théy had borrowed money upon the
places at exceflive intefeft; even to ten pet cent,
dnd gt othet times had borrowed money on bot-
tomty; at the rate of five per cent. per month
fo that thie pidfits of the trade were exhautted and
below the charge they were at in carrying it on,
Neverthelefs,, notwithftanding this bad manage-
© ghent, the-late king, always continuing theprotec«
tioh he had gfanted this company, and with the
ViéWw to put theth into condition of paying their
d¢bts, has granted by the declaration of 1714, the
€antihuation” of their privilege for ten years, to
commenee from the firft of April 1715, But
inftead of fulfilling 1 laudablé an obje, the In-
dians have laid befofe us repeated complaints, that
the company paid them neither ptincipal nor in-
tereft; -and that for more than fixteen yesars paft
‘they had hot fent one thip to Surat. Thus this
commérce lahguithing for feveral years, began ta
be &ntirely ruined, iPcare had not been taken, bew
catfe thofe private térchints who had purchafed
the privilege fiom the company, being charged
with the payitient of ten per cent, to them, could
fot carry ‘on ‘this trade in edncurrence with fos.
teighers ; and moreover, for fear ‘of having their
thips feized for the company’s debts, they durft
nbt fead ‘their thips to Surat, a principal city of
the mhogul’s cointry, from Whence they had their
¢otton, Wool, aiid cotton thread, and almoft all
‘the ‘dregs ‘and fpiceries of India and Arabia shfo

that
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that our fubjetts are obliged to bring from other
countries the moft part of the goods of the In+
dies confumed in the nation, and thofe proper for
the trade of Guinea and Senegal, which they
bought at treble the valu¢, and fo were for ever
deprived of the advantage of buying thefe forts
of merchandizes in the kingdom. We have alfo
been informed, that the feparate company of Chi-
na, eftablithed by-the.arret of our council of the
28th of November 1712 (%), and which for-
merly had been included in the grant of the faid
company of the Indies, have made no ufe of the
exclufive privilege which had been given them g
and that this company is in ftill greater diforder,
if poffible, than that of the Indies. We fhould
think ourfelves wanting to the duties which we
owe to ourfelves and our fubjedts, in fuffering fuch
diforder any longer to fubfift in one’of the moft
confiderable branches of traffick in our kingdom;
and we are alfo of opinion, thatit is for the ad-
vantage and good of aur ftate to re-eftablith and
advdnce the French trade in the: Indies, and to
preferve the honout of the nation in paying
thofe people their debts contra@ed by the ‘com-
pany. For this effe, we have refolved to fup-
prefs the privileges granted Yo the companies of
the Indies and of China, and to unite shem to that
of the Weft. The eftablifbment of this company
fettled fome time 2go, the protection which we
have given them, their prudent.manmagement, the
credit which they have acquired, the confider-
_{#) The kingfpeaksof a fecond company, which facceeded that
whereof X have {poken, ' b-lc
a
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able funds which' they will poflefs by the unaZ
nimous conjunction of thefe different.companies ;
all thefe and .many other. adyantages caufe us
ta believe, that we could not truft the trade of the
Indies, and of China, ta better hands.. Moreover,
by this means, and :by the union made between,
this company and that. of -the Weft;, and Senegal,
we unite’ in one fole company the trade:carried
on‘to the four quarters of the world, This coma
pany will have within itfelf every thing neceflary
for carrying on thefe-different branches of trade;
they will import into out kingdom things necef(
fary, ufeful, and convenient; they will export the
fuperfluous to foreign courtries ; they will increafe
navigation, and form officers, pilots, and failors ;
and as their whole management will be regulated
by the fame maxims, theré will arife union and
occonomy, on which depends the fuccefs of all
mercantile enterprizes, FOR THESE CAUSES,
and -others us thereto moving, by the advice of
our moft dear and well-beloved uncle the duke of
Orleans, grandfon of France, regent, of our moft
dear and well-beloved uncle the duke of Chartres,
firft prince of our blood, of our moft dear and
well-beloved coufin the duke of Bourbon, prince
‘of our blood, of our moft dear and well-beloved
uncle the count of Thouloufe, lawful prince, and
other peers of France, great and, notable perfo-
nages of our realm ; and by_our certain know-
ledge, full power, and royal authority, we have
by.this prefent edict, perpetual, and irrrevocable,
enacted, ftatuted, and ordained, and ena&, fla-
tute, and ordain, will, and our pleifureis;, .
7 1. That
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1. That all privileges granted to the company
of the Indies, and to that of China, .fhall remain
extin@®, revoked, and fupprefied.

. II. We have granted. and do grant to the
company of the Weft, the fole prmlcge exclu-
five of all our other fubje@s, to trade from the
Cape of Good Hope, in and through all the feas
of the Eaft-Indies, :ifles of Madagafcar, Bourbon,
and France, coaft of Sofala in Africa, the Reda
fea, Perfia, Mogul, Siam, China, and Japan; as
alfo from the firaits of Magellan and le Maire into
all the South-feas.. -

o I, We pl'Ohlblt all others our {ubjeds to carry
on any manner of.trade in the faid places, on
pain of confifcation, for our ufe, of the fhips, arms,
fores, and merchandizes. .

. IV, We give and yield to the company of
the Weft in- abfolute property, the lands, ifles,
forts, habitations, magazines, moveables, immove-
ables, rents, fhips, barks, warlike ﬁores pro-
nﬁons negroes, beaftial, merchandizes, and in
gcneral all that the company of the Eaft-Indies,
and that of China, have acquired, or conquered,
or which has been.yielded fo-them, as well in
France, as in -the Indies, and in China., .On
condition of making .payment as well to the
French as Indians, all lawful debts of the com-
panies of the Eaft-Indies and of China.:- .

VI. To enable the company of the Weft tc
fatisfy the credjtors of that of .the Eaft, as well in
France as in the Indies, and for the future to car-
ry their commerce to ‘all the extent it ought to
have, a thing which cannot be done but by the

help
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helpof confiderable funds, we have permitted and.
do permit them to make to the iamount of twentys»
five millions of new actions, which cannot be
bought except for ready money only, and on pay-
ment to the cafhier of the faid company of the
‘Weft five hundred and fifty livres for each action
the which fhall be of the fame nature with the
hundred millions of the company of the Weft,
which are in the publick, and whereof the nume«
toes thall immediately follow the laft numeroes of
the aftions which conftitute the firft hundred
millions; and in confideration of ten per cent.
which the buyers hall pay above the par, we will
that they enjoy the fame advantages with the
other actions.

IX. We permit the company to import from
the countries in their charter, all {forts of ftuffs of
filk and cotton, mixed with gold and filver, of
bark of trees, cottons dyed, painted and firiped,
Our will is, thatthe faid merchandizes prohibited

.in the kingdom fhall not be fold, but under ex~
prefs condition of their being exported to parts
beyond feas 5 and that to this effe¢t they fhall be
lodged and depofited in the warehoufes of our
general farms under two keys, whereof the fars
mers general, or their commiffaries, to have one,
and the directors of the ‘company, or their overe
feers, another; and nfing all other precautions
neceflary to hinder the faid merchindizes from
being fold for the confumpt of the realm,

X. The faid company may alfo import from
the countries in their charter, all forts of white
cottons, raw filks, coffee, drugs, fpiceries, mlc-

) tals,



the EAST-INDIES. 7

tals, and others, excepting thofé prohibited by
the preceding article, on paying the duties’ pre<
fently paid by the company of the Indies, accords
ing and conformable to the edicts, declarations,
arrets, and regulations,

XI. We will that the company of the Weft be
henceforth named and intituled T2e company of
the Indies, and that they bear the fame arms
which the company of the Weft have ufed here-
tofore.

XII. We maintain and confirm the faid com-
pany in all rights and privileges to them granted
by the edilts of the months of Anguft 1664 and
168¢, and other declarations, regnlations made in
favour of their commerce, without exception, as
if they had been renewed by thefe prefents, in
manner as the company of the Indies enjoys
them; excepting fuch as have been revoked or
explained, and without prejudice to the rights of
the admiral of France, which he has or ought
to enjoy, conformable to the declaration of the 3d
of September 1712, und the regulations made in
confequence thereof., ‘

Alfo we give in charge, &c.”

This new eftablithment gave fo advantageous
an idea of the company of the Indies, that
firangers as well as French were eager to be ade
mitted in the number of the proprietors. Al-
though the king had ordained that actions thould
not be bought but on the footing of ten per cents
above par, the old ones were in fo great requeft,
even before the publicationof the edi@, that they
arofe to a hundred and thirty per cent. and that
fubfcribers undertook for the new, for more than

fifty
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fifty millions, inftead of the twenty-five millions;
which had been fixed by the edi@, his majefty:
‘was obliged to-give a new arret in the month of
June of the fame year 1719, to give, fome order
to the fubfcriptions, and to take fome method to
render them more difficult.: The third article in
effect bears, that befides the payment of ten per
cent. of the total amount of the fubfcriptions,
no perfon thould be received to fubfcribe but who
thould undertake for four times the amount in old
-actions, as the fum for which each proprietor
would fubfcribe in new ones fhould amount “to;
{o that in order to {fubfcribe for five thoufand livres,
he muft undertake for twenty thoufand livres of -
old acions, Befides, the book of fubfcriptions
was to be open no longer than twenty days. -
The credit_and progrefs of the company ad-

vanced with fuch rapidity, that in the fpace of
one year, they found themfelves already in con,
dition to render to the king and ftate the moft im-
portant fervices. His majefty being willing to re-
tire that immenfe quantity of billets which they
had-been obliged to make in order to carry on the,
wars of Louis X1V, created to this effe@ in the
month of June 1720, the fund of twenty-five
millions of rent of the town-houfe of Paris. But
this fum being ftill infufficient to retire all thefe
billets which circulated in the trade in a manner
very little to it's advantage, the company of the
Indies offered to fupply that deficiency, and to
free them at the rate of fifty millions per month,
confecutively, till it thould.amount to fix hundred

‘millions of-billets ;- {o that on the firft of Augutt
1721,
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1721, there remained none of them in.the com-
merce. All the acknowledgement they afked was,
to enjoy for ever all privileges which concerned
their commerce in the different parts of the world
where it extended. The king gave publick tefti-
.mony- to this generous zeal. He fays in his arret:
of the month. of *July 1720, that having caufed
to examine this propofal in his council, it ap-
-peared to him fo much. the more advantageous,
as it put him into a condition, without impofing
any charge on the treafury or his fubje&s, to com-
pleat the retiring out of the commerce all.thofe
.billets which had. not been difcharged by the
-funds of the twenty-five millions of rent which
he had created. In confequence, he granted to
-the company the perpetual enjoyment of therights
and privileges. which had been regulated by the
old arrets, and whereof they were in aGtual pof-
feffion, and gave it the title of The perpetyal com-
pany of the Indies. This edi@t contains fourteen

articles; as flattering as they were advantageous.
Laftly, two years afterwards it was found and
enacted, that the company was in condition to
‘pay for .ever without .any diminution; ten per
‘cent. on each. action. . As the funds had beent of
five hundred livres, the intereft or the rent was
fifty crowns, whereof the dividend has ever been
paid with the. greateft exa&itude, ‘without regard
- to the price of actions or.the place. - The com-
‘Pany is not accountable to the proprietors for the
detail of 'what they export or import. One year
'makes good the deficiencies of another; and the
profits ferve to augment and fecure the capitaliof
the
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the trade, as we fhall fee below. Thus'it would
be the greatefl ignorance and injuftice to imagine
that any part of thefe profits goes into the king’s
coffers, and that the, remainder i3 divided ben
tween the direftors and the fyndics.

" Such were the different conditions of .the com.-
pany of the Indies from it’s eftablithment to the
unjon of all the'companies in 1720. We have
feen in this hiftorical account, it's origis, it’s pri~
vileges, their extenfions and diminutions, by the
different arséts of the council, and laftly, it’s decling
and re-eftablithment. From this firft part, which
gnay be called the hiftory of the company in
Franee, we muft pafs to it’s hiftory in the Eafl-
./Indics. where we (hall {ee the company arrive by
degrees to the soft honourable and (olid eftablith~
ment imaginable.  All I fhall fay in the fequel,
fhall be drawn from the archives and originals
themielves, or from ‘memoirs communicated fo°.
me by M, Dumas, who refided there near thirty
years, during which time he was employed ip
the moft diftioguithed offices, and at laft, in that
of governor general. .

The city of Pandicherry heing the feat of the
French, who poflefs itin property, it is neceffary
to: begin by the hiftory of that eflablithment.
We fhall ther fee what I havealready remarked,
namely, the difference of the ttle whereby we
poflefs, and of that whereby all the other Euro-
pean nations. poffefs the places they occupy. They
have feized them by yiclence, defirn@ion, -expuls

fion, blood(hed, and the force of arms, as their
own hiftories teftify. The French on the con=
trary
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trary have acquired Pondicherry by the gracious
and voluntary grant of the prince to whom it be-
longed, a thing as flattering as advantageous to!
the nation. In order to render the recital more
authentick, I fhall relate it as I find it in the
archives of the company, No. 1.

In 1674, on the gth of January, meflieurs
Baron and de la Haye, directors of the company
in the Eaft-Indies, perceiving that the Dutch,
with whom France was then at war, kept them
befieged by fea and land at St. Thomas a city
belonging to the Portugueze, befought t‘le fieus
Martin to go to Pondicherry, in order to wait on
Chircam Loudi, governor, or rather mafter of all
that country, under the authérity of the king of
Vilapour, the declared friend of the FréncH
nation.

Afier the furrender of St. Thomas, meffieurs
“Baron and de la Haye followed him with what
troops they had left ; and having {pent fome timé
there in order -to become acquamtcd with the
placc and it’s advantages; M. Baron departed for -
Sufat on the 6th of May, leaving, about fixty
French' behind  him, including ¢ the crew of thé
frigate  called la Dzlzgerzte From thence hé
wrote to the company in France, that being des
prived of St. Thomas, Pondxcherry might’ bé
preferred to many other places on that coaft; and
that if they could obtain the property of thé
place, they might fortify themfelves there in fuch
2’ manner as to be afraid of nohing. He- and the
ott)her direGors applied thexr cares to bring this
about,

Vor, II. G . - M. Mar-



82 A NEW HISTORY of

M. Martin at the end of the year 1673, fee-
ing that the condition to which he was reduced in
the Indies would not fuffer him to apply to com-
merce, that he might not leave the fund the com-
pany had there entircly ufelefs, lent part of it on in-
tereft to the lord Chircam Loudi, at one and a
half per cent. per month, which intereft thould .
replace part of the charges he had been at.  The
faid fieur further obferyes, that tho' the company
had been fufficiently advertifed of . the advantages
they might expe@ from the fettlement of a fac-
‘tory at Pondicherry, he could not difpenfe with
letting them know, that there was no place on
the coaft where they could procure guinées and
falempouris fo eafily and fo cheap, as at Pondi-
cherry ; and that if the company wanted to the
value of two hundred thoufand crowns of thefe
goods, it would not be difficult to get them toge-~
‘ther in a year, and even for a greater fum, pro-
vided they had advice from Francé time enough
to take their meafures beforehand. :

In the year 1676, in the month of February,
the lord Chircam Loudi who was entirely in the
interefts of the French nation, forefeeing the dif-
putes he would have with the brother of the de-
ceafed regent Cavefcam, governor of Gingy, which
is the capital of the province, and his ordinary
place of refidence ; and forefeeing likewife that
the French who were then at Pondicherry, would
not be free from the vifits of the rovers, fent the
fiear Martin three huhdred infantry, to remain
there and bg at his command; and as the houfe
where they and'all the French dwelt (without in-

chuding
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cluding a captain and eight horfemen which had
been there for fome time) was fpacious and de-
fencelefs, that general wrote to him to fortify it
that he might remain there in fome fafety, which
expence amounted to feven hundred crowns.

M. Martin, by his letter of the 17th of Janu-
ary 1677, informs the company, that he had let
out in leafe the Aldee of Pafquinambat, about 4
quarter of a league from Pondicherry ; that it
grew more beautiful and populous every day; and
that fince the three months he had been there, it
order to dire&t the building a new village, there
were already forty houfes finifhed ; that _they ftill
went on building, and that before fix weeks werd
at an end, he could draw from thence every
month one hundred and fifty pieces of -guinées,
which would increafe in proportion as the village
“was peopled ; and that to engage wdrkmen to fet-
tle there, he had granted them a year of franchife,
wherein they were to pay no duties, and that the
price of the farm was good, confidering he had
caufed-value a great deal of land which had been
abandoned, |

In the year 1677, on the firfk of O&ober,
M. Martin obferves to the company the great
changes that had happened in the province of
Gingy; that the lord Chircam Loudi hoping to
finith the war againft the duke of Gingy within
the year, by making himfelf 'mafter of the city
of Gingy, a place o% great importance and of the
utmoft confiderationt in the Indies, an unexpeéted
enemy had juft broken all his meafures, the exe~
cution - whereof ‘was of "the greateft advantage 16

G2 the
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the company, This enemy was Sivagy, who ha¢,
ing become mafter in the kingdom of Golconda,
obliged the king to pay him a confiderable fum,
made an alliance with this prince for the conqueft
of that part of the kingdom of Carnate which
belonged to the king of Vifapour, and then
marched againft -the city of Gingy. The duke
'who held this place, and who perceived that his
government was far from being fettled, made
his terms in a few days, put the place and all the
other lands which he held of the dependencies of
Gingy into the hands of Sivagy, in lieu of other
lands which they had promifed to give him in the
kingdom of Golconda. Sivagy, fenfible of his
good fortune, after reducing the city of Gingy,
marched his. army againft Velours, another for-
trefs of confequence, heretofore the abode of the
kings of Carpate. ‘'The governor who held it for
“the king of,, Vifapour having always courageoufly
defended himfelf, and ftill ho%ding out; and Siva-
gy knowing -from ‘experience the vigorous refift-
ance, of that governor, and that he was not likely
to reduce it foon, left troops before the place to
‘block it up ; and with the relt of his army, con-
fifting of ten or .twelve. thoufand horfe, and
twenty-five or thirty thoufand foot, marched
againft Chircam, who had then no more than three
thoufand horfe, and a few thoufand infantry.
Chircam, having done every thing that a man of
courage could. do, and .feeing that the chance
was not equal, was obliged, to retire in diforder,
and went to a place called Bounegupamant, where
he was befiezed by Sivagy,. and Chircam was ob~

’ liged
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liged a few days after, to render up to the con-
queror the places which he held for the king of
Vifapour, and to pay him the fum of twenty
thoufand pagods. For fecurity of the payment,
he left his fon as a hoftage, and retired into the
woods diftant four days journey from: Pondi-
cherry, whence he difpatched f{everal couriers ta
the court of Vifapour; to give information ‘of the
ftate of the province. - ,
The fieur Martin- having received advice of
the march of Sivagy towards Pondicherry, af«
fembled a ‘council to know what meafures they
were to take to fecure themfelves from the infults
to which they were fubjet by the pafling of
armies’; and altho’ that prince declared. him{elf
the friend of his nation, he neverthelefs took
.his precautions, and made ufe of a Portugueze
fhip which lay at anchor before Pondicherry to
fend the effe@s of the company in the Indiesta
Madras. .- The fieur Martin feeing that Chircam
"was in no condition to refift Sivagy, land that
the fmajl number of French in Pondicherry were
not in candition ‘to aflift this general, took
the refolution to fend a bramin in the fervice of
the company to. vifit Sivagy, and.wrote to the
prince to congratulate him on his coming into.
the province, and on his fuccefs. The bramim
had- three audiences by means of a friend of his
order, who acted as lieutenant general in the
army. . Complaints were made in thefe audiences
of the French. nation for what they had'done
. againft the duke of Gingy-; but the ‘envoy gave
fatisfaGtory anfwers to all, exceptingat the fame!
G3 time
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time againft paying a fum of money which they
demanded of the French nation, and at laft ob-
tained of Sivagy a caoul, which isan affurance,
by which the French were allowed to continue at
Pondicherry, bat on condition that they fhould
remain neuter in all his wars, Sivagy fome time
after drew near to Pondicherry, and being only
eight leagues from i, the fieur Martin fent the
fieur German to pay him a vifit more in form
than the firft, with one Anthony Cattel a Portu-
gueze linguift with fome prefents: they came to
the camp, the prefents were accepted with diffi-
culty, becaufe fomething of greater value was
alked, and the French were anew confirmed by
the letters of Sivagy, in the hopes which they
already entertained from the caoul, '

In the year 1679, the 18th of February, M.
Martin, al}t,et having again acquainted the com-
pany with all the obligations which the French
nation had to Chircam Loudi, told them farther,
that this lord had joined a prince of thefe parts,
called the Naik of Maravas, and that he had

ined feveral confiderable advantages over his
enemies ; and that the troops of Vifapour were
on their ‘march to reduce the province to their
duty, and that the king of Golconda was on the
eve of lofing a part of his, eftates, for having
granted .Sivagy paffage thro’ his country: that
forefeeing that all thefe movements might caufe
fome change in the province, and having no
other motive but to fecure the company's effeéts,
he had prefled the lord Chircam Loud); to reim-
burfe him. not only of the fums which he had

lent
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lent him, but alfo for the interefts, amounting i
all to 69741 rials. By the fame letter he obferves,
that there were thirty-four Frenchmen in Pondi~
cherry, who were not well employed, but that
this namber was not amifs in the place, becaufe
of the ftate of the province, and the jealoufy of
the Dutch towards them.

" In 1680, the 3oth of Septcmfver, M. Martin
fent the copy of the firman to the company, for
the gift whereof he ‘made Sivagy a prefent of
§0o pagads, worth 1600 roupies ; and obferves
by the fame letter, that being not able to
get payment of the fums which he had lent to
the lord Chircam Loudi, he had obtained of himy
the ceffion of the revenue of the lands of the dif-
tri&t of Pondicherry till payment.

In 1686, the 3oth of September, after con<
fidering that all the wars of the country were
quiéted, and that he wasin a very peaceable fitu-
ation, examining the fmallnefs of the building
which was covered only with thatch, he begun
two great warehoufes of brick, and other apart-
ments of the fame, which have fince been finithed.

In 1688, the 27th of September, M. Ceberet,
who was then at Pondicherry, having examined
the bad condition in which things then 'were,
fought the means of confirming himfelf there by
ftealth, and begun to fortify himfelf, by ereting
a ftrong wall on the weftern fide, which has fince
been continued on the fouth, as well as the walls
on the other fides of the lodge:

In 1689, the roth of O&ober, M. Martin
ufed his influence with the officers of Sommigy*

Gy raia
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raia, to get permiffion to fortify himfelf entirely in
Pondichcrry, which was granted him with great
difficulty ; neverthelefs, having furmounted all
obftacles, he obtained leave to flank the courtins
with four towers. About this time be had certain
information of the taking and death of Somma-
gy raia, fon of the famous Sivagy raia, to
whofe dominions he had fucceeded. That un~-
fortunate prince, having been betrayed by one
of his minifters into an ambufh laid for him by.
the troops of the, mogul, was afterwards carried
before the conqueror, who ordered his eyes to
be put out, and his head to be cut off, which
was publickly expofed in feveral of the moft con-
fiderable cities of the mogul territories: this
cruel a&ion compleated the diforder of the pro-
vince. »
. In -the fame year they received advice in the
Indies, of war being declared between France el
Holland ; and the Dutch, tho’ not very ftrong
on the coaft, ufed all their endeavours to take it
from the company, forafmuch™as that poft was
a great eye-fore to them by the fettlement of its
commerce ; however, they exerted themfelves
to the utmoft to prevail on the mogul to take it
from them ; and perceiving that the firft attack
would not be fufficient to carry it, they were
obliged to apply to Ali raia, general governcr of
the province, by fending a deputy to him, with
propofals.to pay him a confiderabic fum of mo-
ney for the fubfiftence of the army of Ranu raia,
fucceflor and brother of Sommagy raia, and to
make him befides large prefents, on condition he

' ‘ would
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would abandon' Pondicherry to them 