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To W. Howarp, Esq.,
Bemembrancer for Legal Affairs,

Sm,-i am directed to forward o you the accompanying draft of an Act
prepared by Captain Cowper, Inam Commissioner Northern Division, after
consulting Mr. L. Acland, late Houorable Company’s Acting Solicitor, for the -
purpose of providing * for the yecovery of all public accounts and dosuments
relating to the public revenue in the possession of, and improperly withheld
by individuals,” and to request that you will favour Government as soon as
possible with such observations and suggestions thereon. as may appear to you
called for.

. Y have the honour to he, &c.
(Signed) H. Yorxe,
Officiating Chief Secretary to Government,
Bombny C'astk, 12:h March 1856 .
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To H Yourg, Esq,
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THE POONA DUFTUR.

Tae Hoozoor Duftur is the record of the transactions of Government, as
registered by the Government officers. In it werg kept all acéounts of the
receipt and expenditure of the revenues of the State, whether the realizations
from the provinces or from whatever sougce; the expense of troops, establish-
ments, Inams, and, every species of grant, gift, and money transaction, what-
ever; excepting only the private affairs of the prince, or such accounts as it
suited not the interest of individuals in power to leave on racord.

The Duftur wes kept very complete till«the time of Bajee Rao, Whose
arbitrary and capricious Goverament found little advantage in keeping a cor-
rect record of its proceedings ; and besides, in the farming system which he
adopted, the advantage of registering the acts of the revenue servants of Go-
vernment was in a great measure lost, as it existed under former Peshwas. It
was & very extensive establishment, consisting of about 200 Karkoons, and
divided into several departments, for the various branches of business: the
whole was under the Hoozoor Furnavees, and was generally distinguished into
Chalté Dufiur, and Ek Berij Duftur, besides the Potnivees Duftur, treasury,
and other departments, not immediately connected with revenve accounts.

The establishment of the Chalté Duftur was always the Furnavees, for the
transaction of current business ; that of the Ek Berij Duftur was always at
Poons, it being more particularly for the arrangement, registry, and deposit
of accounts.

The business of the Chalté Duftur was distributed amongst the different
braunches, as the Fur, Behera, Surinjam, &c.

The Fur was the immediate office of the Furnavees, from whence were
issued all prants, Sunuds, and orders; and to which were rendered all
;accounts required for the information of the Furnavees froin the other depart-
ments. Here all ts were examined and passed by the Furnavees ; and
Aay-books or journals (Rozkirds) were kept of all transactions that oceurred,—
of all sums paid or received; of all grants or appointments wade or resumed.

The Behera department received the accounts from the districts, which were
made up into official forms, for the inspection of the Furnavees, as Tallebunds,
Arxmaish, Behers, &c. The Tallebund was a lete abstract of the actual

1 1

receipt and expenditure of .the revenues for the past yesr: from it was framed
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the Azmaish, or estimate for the next, or eurrent year. This was a rough
estimate compared with the Behera, which was a corrected statement of all
known receipts, and of all fixed authorised expenditure, and formed the basis
of collection for the current year.

The Surinjam department was charged with the accounts of all Surinjams,
Inams, &c.; in short all Doomalla whatever.

Besides these, were the departments of accounts generally (Aisal), of military
expenses and contributions (Waree), and such like. These arrangements,
howeyer, varied with the pleasure of the Furnavees, or the business that might
occur. :

In the EX Berij Duftur at Poona were received, arranged, and deposited,
aH accounts from the other departments, and from them were framed abstracts
of the total receipts, expenditures, and bal of Gover t, on all accounts,
for the year (called Turjuma), also Khutawnees, which are abstracts of all kinds
of expenditure, arranged alphabetically under their proper heads, in the manner
of a ledger ; and, in short, the whole of .the revenue and finencial transactions
of the State were vefistered“ad arranged, and their accounts deposited in
this office.

The general contents of the Daftur ander the Peshwas may be deseribed
as follows ; viz. all accounts rendered to the Gavernment of the revenue
and expenditure of the distridts, with the settlements of them by Government;
the accounts of districts rendered by the hereditary district officers ; and those
of villages by the village officers of farms, of customs, &ec. ; aceounts of all
alienations of the public revenue, whether Surinjam, Inam, or otherwise; of
the pay, rights, and privileges of the Government and village officers ; accounts
of the strength and pay of troops, and the expenses of all civil, military, and
religious establishments. In the Rozkirds were registers of all revenue trane-
actions generally, together with all grants and payments, and more particu~
larly the accounts of all contributions and exactions levied on foreign States ;
the whole of which were considered and exhibited in one comprehensive view
jn the Turjumas. The records, however, were probably not complete to the
extent described. It issaid that Nana Furnavees introduced the greatest
improvements into the Duftur, as he did in the transactions of accounts in
general; and during his administration, viz. from about 1765 (with the excep-
tion of a few years) up to 1796, it was kept with much regularity. From the
accession of Bajee Rao, the regular receipts and deposit of accounts in the
Duftur was not only much neglected, but its establishment was almost entirely
done away, and people were even permitted to carry away the recards, or todo
with them what they pleased. The Duftur was in consequence much mutilated,
and thrown into great confusion.

After the occupation of Poona in November 1817,.the records were found
in different places, in a state of the utmost disorder ; but, considering all cir-
cumstances, tolerably complete for a period of eighty-eight years ; that is from
1130 (ai) 4. p. 1729 inclusive, up to the breaking out of the war, with the
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exception of a blank of about seven years, vis. from 1157 (1757 a. ».) to 1163
(1763 x. p.) inclusive, of which most of the records were burnt when Poona
was taken by Moguls ; for the twenty-seven years preceeding this blank, the
Duftur is moderately perfect, and for the thirty-two succeeding years, up to
1179 (1796 a. n.), the accession of Bajee Rao, tire records are nearly complete,
particularly from 1774, when Nena Furnavees came into full power ; but during
the reign of Bajee Rao, the last twenty-one years, they are by no means full.

1t is doubtful how far the accounts in the Duftur may be depended upon, as
true and candid statements ; ; it is probable that they were often manufactured
to answer the purpose of individuals: a very remarkable degree, however, of
consistency and relative accuracy is to be found in the a.coounis for many
years, such as must have required no small industry to effect, and the more
ability if the statements are actually false.

Since the foundation of the Duftur establishment, under the Commxsston,
the Duftur has been completely examined and arranged into separate districts,
and mostly also into Purgunas, and its arrangement by 'years aleo is in consi-
derable progress. Full and complete statements of all alidwances, as Surinjam
(Fouz and Zat), Tynat, and such' like, have been made out, and also lists of
all Inams, Dewusthans, and Suwusthans, Dhurmadaws, Kitta, Wurshasuns,
Nemnooks, Rozeenadars, Khyruts, allowances to Peers and Fakeers and
Mosques, Balpurwurshee, Maaf, Bukshish, Dehengee, Mezwanee, garden and
Sunudee lsnds, Wutun lauds of Zemindars and for the Deccan, Carnatic,
and Khandeish, end the Peshwa’s provinces in the Nizam’s Country, which
have also been translated, and forwarded in Murathee and English to the
Collectors. Similar lists of the Konkun and Guzerat are in progress; the
Dufturs of the Konkun for the last ten years have been sent to Bombay.
Abstracts of the produce, deductions, and net revenue of the whole country
during the last year of Bajee Rao have been framed by districts, Purgunas,
and Mahals, and in more than half the country by separate villages. For the
purpose of suthenticating the above lists, each item has been compared with
the accounts of the two different periods, viz. the latest in the Duftur, from
whence it was taken, and another of from fifteen to twenty years preceding ; end
very ofmen three or four different periods of accounts have been compaued The

cor d which has been observed among them iz very
remarkeble. ln many cases, the particular dates and circamstances of the
original grants have been examined, and with & view to the final and ready
adjustment of any disputed title, and to ensure immediate reference, an extract
has been made from the Duftur, particularly the Rozkirds, of the date and
authority of all grants whatever, and of all forfeltures or restorations of grants,
from the beginning of the Duftur fo the year 1776, and is now in progress
towards the present time. It is arranged elphabetically by the names of
granteed, like Native Khutawnes, containing, under each the date, circum-
stances and particulars of all Sunuds, grants, or allowances, that were made,
resumed, or restored by Government, This has been & work of much labour,
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but, when finished, will form a table of authentic reference, by which any
question or doubt, whlch may at a future time arise, can at ence be settled.

Besides the records immediately connected with revenue, from which much
matter still remains to be extracted, the Duftur contains many materials of
curious general information. Thus, the series of accounts of the districts and
villages afford a view of the comparative state of cultivation and improvement,
and assessment of the country at different times. Those of the armies and
establishments, and particularly the Rozkirds, show the progress of the Mu~
ratha conquests and dominion, and the most important acts and events of their
Government; and the Turjumas furnish complete statements of their general
wealth and resources.

Poona, l?tﬁ September 1819. (Signed) J. MacLeop,

No. 94 or 1826.

Porrticar DEPARTMENT.
To W. Newnnmawm, Esq.,
Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay.

Sir,~1 do myself the honour to submit, for the ideration of Govern-
ment, a Memorandum respecting the Poona Duftur.

¥ have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) W. Cmarun,
Commissioner in the Deccan.
Lommmwnera Oj_ﬁce, Bombay, 9th May 1826.

Aemorandum respecting the Poona Duftur, by Mr. Chaplin.

The utility and value of the Duftur of the Peshwa, for reference on a great
variety of subjects connected with the territory of the Bombay Government,
render it necessary to consider on what footing it shall bereafter be maintained,
on the abolition of the Commissioner's Office in the Deccan. These records
are now well arranged, and little difficulty is experienced in finding whatever
documents are lodged in them. It is of much importance that they should
continue to be kept entire, and that the*Native Dufturdar in the immediate
charge of them should be & person of integrity, with an establishment under
bim of an efficient description. Adverting, however, to the heavy responsibi-
"lity of the charge, and to the facility with which it might be abused, if not
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closely superintended, I consider it of equal importance that a gentleman of
the Civil Service should be placed at the hiead of it, on a respectable salary,
which ought not, I think, to be less than that of a Sub-Collector, or Rs. 1,400
per mensem. The duties which will devolve on the Native officers of the
Duftur establishment will be detailed in the sequel. 1n addition to what will
fall to the share of the gentleman superintending it, he might, if it were
deemed expedient, be appointed a Sub-Secretary to Government, and be
charged with that part of the correspondence which relates more particularly
to the Deccan, and which, when the Commission ceases, will entail a great
addition of business in the Secretariat Department.

The duties of the Native Dufturdar might, if it were consideréd desirable,
be more or less extended to all the Collectorates of the Presidency, besides
those of the Deccan. Dufturdars, or, as they are perhaps more properly celled,
Surishtadars, are thus employed at Madras, ynder thie orders of the Board of
Revenue, and are found 8 very useful and excellent check upon the Native
servants in the fiscal department in the districts,

As there is no Board of Revenue at Bombay, the duties of such a Native
Kutcheree might be discharged undér the immediate orders of Government,
through such channel as might be thought most approprmte .

The province of the Head Surishtadar wou)d be to inspect the Jummabundee
statements, pecounts of the survey ement and the t proposed
tobe fired on. the flelds, the demand, collection, balance, and other statements

.received from each district, and submit such remarks and suggestions as might
oceur to him, to the Superintendent of the Duftur, for the information of
Government ; or he might be called on to read over such statements, if required,

" to the Honorable the Governor, or any of the Members of the Council Bogrd.

The Naib or Deputy should review'the whole of the accounts furnished by
each district, and notice all such points as may be therein Liuble to objection,
to the Head Surishtadar«

The Goomashtas should prepare a corresponding copy in Murathee of the
English abstract statements submitted monthly to Government, transcribe
accounts according to forms given to them by the Head Surishtadar, keep a
register of all accounts received, and lodge them in the records.

Besides his general duties, the Surishtadar, with a part of his establishroent,
might accompany the Superintendent of the Récords, who m!gl\t attend the
Governor when making tours of inspection in the dxstl ets.

It would be the duty of the Head Surishtadar to explain, When required,"
the snnual accounts that are received from each Collectorate, of the villages
or Umuls held in Jageer, and the particular causes of increase and decrease
that may have occurred, .

To examine, when required, ‘the accounts of the late Government, with a
view to ascertain any disputed points relutive to the Jageers of the Putwur-’
dhuns and othess, the partition of them amongst heirs, &c., and to prepare any
Sunuds for such persuns that yet remain to be mmed
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To prepare all Sanuds for the petty Inamdars and Jageerdars when neces-
sary, also Sunuds for pensions and Nemnooks, according to former usage in
the Duftur, when such allowances may be sanctioned to descendants on the
death of present incumbents. ,To perform the same duty in respect to Inams,
Dewwhan allowances, &c., ,'wh:ch can only be accurately done after reference
to the records. °

To procure, when requisite, information from the same archives, relative to
the possessions in our territory belonging to Sindia, Holkar, the Rajas of
Berar and Sattara, the Suwusthans formerly held in Hindoostan, as well as
those of Angria, the Siddee Chief of Dunda Rajpooree, the Gaekwar, treaties
of the former Government, &c. &c.

To ascertain any data required relative to the Chouth essignments to the
Peshwa by the Nizam, now restored to the latter, but charged with certain
payments to individuals, confirmed by our Government, but which are often
interrupted by the Nizam’s officers, and form, in consequence, a subject of
frequent complaint, requiring veference to the Duftur, and eventually to the
Resident at Hyderabad.

To furnish, under special orders i in each case of application by mdmduals,

.copies of proofs and Sunuds of possesslon, which are only to be fom;ﬂ in the
Duftur.®

There are, besides, various ot.rxer subjects of reference to the Duftur con~
neéted with the proceedings of the late Government, which i impose & heavy
duty on the Dufturdar’s establishment.
" Such are the more prominent functions to be performed by the Sunﬁltadat

and his establishment. They are evidently much heavier, and of & more ree~
ponsible nature, than those of the Surishtadar at Madras. They will also be
more difficult, because in the Deccan (if not elsewhere an this side of India)
the Native functionaries, and perhaps the ‘European, are unused to the mora
regular and methodical forms of revenue business lapg since observed in the
Madras provinces, and by means of which alone the Government can be
thoroughly informed of the state of distaut districts. .

I have omitted to state that at present complaints of all sorts come in
from the districts. Many of the complainants have their petitions endorsed,
referring them to the Collectors, to whom they haye not before applied ; others
that, baving been referred, remain unsettled, and require further investigation in
the Duftur previouslyto passing a decision or calling for a further report on them
from the Collectors. These investigations furnish much employment for the
Head Surishtedar, who reports the result of his inquiries to the Commissioner.
They are g great check on the diligence and accuracy of the inquiries not only
of the Collector’s Native servants, but of the Collector himself, and they have
often led to a correction of erroneous decisions, Such inquiries into complaints,
itis presumed will still be necessary, and they might be conducted through the

* Thirisa duly eubject of reference, snd & fee'might with propriety be levied from such

.applicants, for the trouble thus imposed on the public offieers for their private benefit, ’
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sgency of the geutleman superintending the Duftur, who might report the
result direct for the decision of Government. It may, however, be apprehended
that this check will lose somewhat of its force and éfficiency on the abolition~
of the Commission, if the Duftur be removed to Bombay, where, owing to the
distance, the access of complainants must be so much more difficult than when
the Commission was at Poona.

Mr. John Warden, my present Head Asslstant is now so conversant with
the affairs of the Duftur, and with revenue business in general and possesses
so much ability, assiduity, conciliatory temper, and knowledge of the Native
languages and customs, besides an acquaintance with all that has passed for
some years in the Commissioner’s Office, thet he seems peculiarly fitted for its
superintendence, and I cannot too strangly recommend him to the notice of
Government. -

If an Assistant in it be for any time wanted, es will probably be the case
till- Mr. Steele can be more suitably provided for, that gentleman’s talents,
industry, and other quelifications render him eminently suited for the situation.

The present Surishtadar or Dufturdar, Keshorow, is perfectly qualified, in
my opinion, for that office, and ought to bé ¢onfirmed in it. He is practically
versed in all revenue subjects, from having risén to his present situation after
passing yith great credit through every grade of the Revenue Department
under the best Native masters of Sir T. Munro'a echool, in which, from being
- originally & Goomashta or Karkoon, he was successively promoted to the
offices -ef Talooka Surishtadar, Mamlutdar, Hoozoor Cash-keeper, Hoozoor
iecretary, end lastly Dufturdar, the highest postto which a Native can
aspize in our Service.

The annexed is sbout the male fm‘ the Dufterdar’s establishment, which
1 should consider necessdry &~ .

> Monthly. Annuelly,
hmmevsDuﬁ.nrdu.rm veesseervesganenssesess.Re. 800 9,600
Naib or Deputy aenvsderscnciieneissarioscnrses 200 2,400
Two CGoomashtas at Rs. 150 each .veicvaniiienens 300 3,600
One ditto  atRs. 100 each +eevanveneneseee 100 1,200
Seven ditto atRe. 60each .cccvnvenn.nen 420 5,040
Two Guzerathee, Canarese, and Tulingee, at Rs. 50 each. 100 1,200
Eight Peons, including Dufturbund and Musalchee, &e. 64 768
Rs. 1,984 23,808
The present establishment connected immediately with ;
the Duftur s coevresesecassscaaseasaceceeen R 1,756 21,072

To the sbove chould be added three English writers, who will be required
by the European Superintendent. Aunnaba, Mr. Francis Rouget, and Sud-
danund, should for the present be retained. The former is acquainted with
every part of the English reeords, and is & very useful man; the second is
a European clerk, writes English grammatically, is master of Hindustanee, well
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versed in other Native langnages, and is a good translator and examiner. He
is also used to make out revenue statements from the Murathee langnage.*
®uddanund is one of the most expeditious and accurate copyists I know.

I subjoin a list of statements that ought, in my opinion, to be furnished to
the Superintendent of the Duftur from each Collectorate, in order that Govern-
ment may be kept completely informed of the i interior revenue administration
of the provmces

(Signed) W. Cuarux,
Commissioner.

No. 693 or 1826.

To the CoMmissioNER IN TARE DECCAN.

Sig,—I have had the honour to receive and lay before the Honorable the
Governor in Council your letter dated the 9th instant, and I am directed to
acquaint you that he has been pleased to adopt the plan suggested by you for
the charge of the Poona Duftur after the Commission shall have closed.

A copy of your letter, with its accompanying plan, has been transferred to the
Revenue Department, whence the orders regarding the details will be issued.

1 have the honour to be,v&c.

(Signed) 'W. Newwgam,
Chief Secretary to Government.
Bombay Castle, 19th May 1826.

No. 204 or 1835.

« . PoutricaL DrPARTMENT.

" To the CriEr SECRETARY T0 GOVERNMENT, Bombay.

Sir,—Upon the aequisition of these territories by the British Government,
the Commissioner forsettling the affairs thereof appointed an officer, with estab-
lishment commensurate with the magnitude, intricacy, and delicacy of the
duty, to collate and arrange the whole of the Muratha archives. The work
was, 1 believe, performed in a very efficlent mmunner, and the whole Depart-
ment of the records, as well as those of the C ission, was placed under the
charge of the Agent, by whom they are still keptin the palace in the town of
Poona, known by the denomination of “ Nana Furnavees’s Wara.”

2. This mass of papers amounts to nearly 3,500 buflock-loads. The re-
cords are frequently referred to by the officers on points requiring elucidation
in the public administration, and I also very often receive applications from
privatt individuals for copies of documents of titles to land, and other rights,

* Mr. Rouget might be very nseful in the Office of the Persian Secretary.
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In consequence of the loss of these instruments during disturbances under for-
mer Governments, depredations, and other similar causes.

3. These considerations render it highly necessary that the integrity of the
publie records should be preserved with every possible care; and this observa-
tion, 1 believe, receives enhanced force from a consideration ofthe form of the
Native records. This is not, as generally under the British Government, in
books, but in loese papers, which must greatly facilitate any fraudulent nct
of fabrication.

4. Hitherio the records have been kept under the general care of the
Agent’s Sheristedar, but under, I think, an undue degree of responsibility ; and
this the more especially when it is considered that the palace, the deposit of
these archives, is situated in the heart of the town, about a mile from the
Agent’s Office. The Sheristedar, therefore, or & Karkoon, has to proceed
that distance whenever reference is required to be made to the records.
Ilence & considerable loss of time, besides the other evils of a separation of
this kind.

5. Under these circumstances, I would beg to submlt to the Right
Honorable the Governor in Council a consideration of the propriety of such.
precaution as shall eﬁ'ectnally guard against the probable consequences . to
which I have alluded.

6. Should Government concur in the view which I have taken of the great
importance of this subject, and consider it necessary to give effect to 2 plan for
ensuring the object, I would beg to suggest the eppointment of a Keeper of the
Records, on a salary of Rs. 100 per month, with a Karkoon at Rs. 30, and two
Peons at Rs. 6 each, making together the monthly expense of Rs. 142, a sum:
which, I would submit, would be amply comy ted by the realization of the
object in contemplation, if my view of the subject be correct.

I have the honour to be, &c.
i (Signed)  S. MagriotT,
Poona, Agent’s Office, 4th June 1835. Agent.

No. 1041 or 1835.

PorrricaL DEraBTMENT,
To the AGENT roRr SirDARS.

Sig,~1 am divected by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to
acknowledge the receipt of your predecessor’s letter dated the 4th June,
No. 204 of 1835, suggesting the adoption of precautionary measures for the
better security of the Muratha archives contained in the Poona Dauftur.

2. Inreply, I am instructed to state that Government is fully sensible of the
urgent neceasity which exists for placing the Duftur under a more effectual
superintendence than has yet been exercised over it, and also for adopting
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measures for identifying the various papers of which it consists, and for the
observance of due precaution in granting papers from the Duftur, in order to
prevent those frauds which may be as present so easily committed egainst
Government.

3. With these objects in view, the Right Honorable the Governor in
Council is pleased to resolve that the superintendence of the Duftur shall be
vested in a body of the most respectable Native residents in Poona, in whom
the whole responsibility will centre, ander the arrangements subsequently de-
tailed, which youn will be pleased to carry into effect.

4. The persons whom Gover t is pleased to mominate as the Members
of this Committee are Ballajee Punt Nut.hoo, Ramchunder Pandoorung Dhuns
duree, the Native Judge, the Revenue Commissioner’s Dufturdar, and the
Dufturdar of the Principal Collector of Poona; they are to be styled
“ Amanutdars of the Poona Duftur.” Ballajee Punt Nuthoo is to be the chief
Superintendent, and as such he is to be designated “ Prudhan Amanutdar.”

5. While the appointments of these individuals cannot but prove gratifying
to their feelings, as giving them an additional weight and hmportance in the
eyes of the Native community, the Governor in Council conceives that he has
every reason to expect that they will be faithful to their trust, sensible, as they
must be, alike of the honour conferred upon them, and of the hold Government
has over them, in the pensions and grants which they now enjoy from its
Hberality.

6. The Superintendents are to be allowed to entertain two Karkoons of
their éwn selection, one receiving Rs, 50, and another Rs. 20 per mengem.

7. None of the Native servants connected with the Agent’s Office, or with
the establishment of the Judge and Session Judge, should have anything to do
with the Duftur ; and the Karkoons belonging to the Agent’s Office, now em~
ployed in the Dufiur, should be discharged, if they are not positively required
in that Office still.

8. The Governor in Council is pleased to appoint you to be the channel of
communication between the Government and the Superintendents, and requests
that every opportunity be taken by you to uphold and support the Amanutdars :
the same conduct will also be required of the Principal Collector of Poona, to
whom a copy of this letter will be forwarded.

9. The key of the Duftur will remain with the chief Superintendent, and,
when the apartments sre opened, one or more of the other Superintendents
will always attend.

10. The first step which the A tdars should take should be to eause
a register, in the Murathee language, to be made of all the papers in the Duftar.

1}, A stamp, bearing the inseription of “ Poona Duftur,” in Roman charac-
ters, and the Honorable Compeny’s arms, will, I am directed to signify to
you, be made at the Mint, and furnished to you for the wse of the Amanutdars;
and the Right Honorable the Governor in Council is pleased to direct: that;
within as short a period as may be conveniently practicable, the register
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mentioned in the preceding peragraph, and all the papers of the Duftur, be
stamped, 80 a8 to prevent the subsequent interpolation or iisertion of any
document not really belonging to the Duftar.

12. The process of stamping will be carried on in the presence of two of
the Amoanutdars, and they will attend on such days, and at such hours, for
this purpose, as may best suit their convenience. They will be allowed ta
employ as many additional Karkoons as they may fiad necessary in the pro-
secutipn of this work, upon the sanction of Govemment previously obtained
through you.

13. Al applications for copies of papers must, the Governor in Council
directs, be in the first instance made to you as Agent, when, should you admit
them, you will, by & Yad to the Superintendents, request that the copies
required may be furnished. This should be done in the presence of two of
the Amanutdars, and one of them sheuld authenticate the copies. -

14. You will further prescribe rules for the general conduct of business
under the Amanutdars, whose duty it will be to bring to your notice all in-
stances of suspected interpolation which may be found in the Duftur; and the
Right Honorable the Governor in Council desires me to signify to you that it
should be observed as a standing rule, that no person unconnected with the
Office fs to be allowed to meke sny search in the Duftur, or in any way have
sccess to the records. ’ '

1 have the honour to be, &e.
(Bigned) C. Nommrg,, .
] Chief Secretary to Government.
Bombay Castle, 4th Beptember 1836.

No. 350 or 1835.
Pouiricar DeparTMENT.

To the Carer Sgcrerary To Governwexr, Bombay.

Sir,—In reference to your letter No. 1041, dated the 4th uitimo, I have
the honour to submit, for the consideration and orders of the Right Honor-
able the Governor in Council, the aceompanying translation of & Marathee
memorandum, delivered to me by the Amanutdars of the Pooua Duftus, velat
ing to the adoption of precautionary measures for the better secwity of the
Muratha records deposited in Nana Furnavees’s palace.

The records elluded to in the 7th and 9th paragraphs of the Amanutdara’
report should, I am. of opivion, remain woder the immediate charge of the
Agent, s heretofore, as he has to refer to them very frequently for informa~
tion at the requisition of Gover t, and the several Callectors, yespecting
Inams, Jageers, chavitable allowances, Wutuns, and other points conrected
with the arrangements made by the Commissioner.
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The expense for carrying the orders of Government into execution, for the
present, is estimated by the Amanutdars at Rs. 2,604 per annum ; in addition
to which they require, as a permanent charge, one Amuldar, four Peons, a
Sweeper, and eontingent allowance, including the Rs. 70 already sanctioned by
Government, which, according to the abstract indicated below, increases the
amount requiring sanction to Rs. 3,924,

Temporary charges, as per Amanutdars’ report.. vcvceaseees. Re, 2, 604

Two Karkoons sanctioned by Government, at Rs. 70 per mensem. 840
One Amuldar at Rs. 6 per mensem, four Peons at Rs. 5, and
one Sweeper at Rs. 4 cvveviririviirantarneciancienaa. 360

Contingent allowance at Rs. 10 per mensem .....cvaue.ia 120
Total.,..Rs. 9,024
As proposed in the 6th paragraph of the report, the Karkoon now in charge
of the Duftur can remain, and mey be ultimately transferred ; bis salary is
Rs. 40 a month. There are no Peons attached to the Duftur, but which is
guarded by a detail of four Sebundee Peons from the Poona Police Corps.

T have honour to be, &ec.

(Signed) A. Berg,
Poona, Agent’s Offics, 9th October 1835, Agent.

Tvanslation of a Report made to the Agent by the Amanutdars of the Peshwa’a
Duftur, dated the 23rd September 1835.

In conformity with the instructions conveyed in your letter of the 18th in-
stant, we beg to make the following report on the present state of the Mura-
tha Archives deposited in Nana Furnavees’s palace :—

1. On our going to the palace, and overlooking the Duftur, we find the
whole of the records are without a register. Some of the papers bave lists, but
in an imperfect and incomplete state, and some have none at all. There are
others lying in great heaps, in a state of disarrangement and confusion.

2. On inghiring from the Sheristedar of the Agent’s Court whether the
whole of the papers were complete according to the lists, he replied that some
of the papers were formerly stolen, for which the Karkoons and Jasoods were
imprisoned, and that others were forwarded to the Konkun, consequently leav-
ing the rema.inder'incomplete according to the lists. We therefore beg to
state that is impossible to specify what ber of papers are now deficient
what remsin, without first examining and comparing them thoroughly wah
the existing lists.

3. The Agent’s Sheristedar further informed us that the Dufiur was not
placed under the superintendence of one person, but has been under five or
six successive persons, who never handed the records over to one another
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specially, by exchanging regular receipts to that effect. Moreover, the same
mode of management is etill pursued. It therefore appears very doubtful
whether the records will be found correct according to the original list.

4. The Government letter directs that a Murathee general register of the
whole of the Duftur be first made. 'We, however, beg to state, that if the old
register be revised and altered, it will be of no utility whatever, and the for-
mation of new lists appears to us both necessary and advisable.

5, |As this process will take up much time, we would recommend that two
separate padlocka be placed on the large door of the palace until such time as
the register is completed, one of them to remain in possession of the Sheris-
tedar of the Agent’s Court, and the other with us; because the responaibility
of the Duftur will remain with the Sheristedar until ¢he conclusion of the
register, towards which the most unremitting exertions are required. And
respecting the instructions laid down in the Murathee translation of the
Government letter, for the daily opening of the padlocks, and attendance, we
beg to atate that the persons nominated to the superintendence of the Duftur
will find it inconvenient to attend daily during the preparation of the register :
we therefore beg to propose that one of the two Karkoons authorised by
Government to be employed be entrusted with the key of the Duftur palace
door till the lists are prepared ; so when there are two padlocks thus made
use of, it will be the means of preventing any interpolation or other abuse from
creeping in.

6. In the management of the locks, it is necessary that & Kerkoon of the
Agent's Kutcheree should always attend till the completion of the register.
The Karkoon who is at present in the Duftur will have to remain there, but
in the event of his being prevented from attending et any time, fram unfore-
sven causes, we beg to propose that another Karkoon from the Agent’s
Kutcheree be ordered to attend, that the prosecution of the work be not
impeded, and the employment of Karkoons idly suspended.

*7. The first apartment of the Duftur palace is occupied with the Murathee
records of the Agent's Court, and on inquiring of their nature from the Agent's
Sheristedar, he informed us “ that they were abstracts of the Peshwa’s Duftur,
taken during the administration of the late Commissioner, together with the
revenue accounts, &c. collected after the ion of the British Government,
from the various Mamlutdars throughout the Deccan.” We therefore beg b
be informed whether they are to be assigned over to us or not.

8. The motives which induced Government o adopt these arrangements
for the special care of the Muratha archives are, we believe, for their better
security and management, and the supply of authentic information and proofs,
and also for the prevention of interpolation. With these views we would beg
that the whole of the papers that were extracted from the Peshwa’s Duftar, and
the other records, should remain with the Duftur, as they will prove useful to
us for reference and comparison with the old records, &c. when any informa-
tion would be required therefrom.




14

9. We beg also to state that there are other separate Roomals of papers,
unconnected with the Peshwa’s Duftur, being records of revenue survey pro-
ceedmgs, and we would wish to be informed under whose charge they are to
remain.

10. After having completed the register, and other minor lists of the con-
tents of the whole of the Roomals of the Muratha archives, we will then make s
report of the manner in which the loose and unpacked heaps of other papers
are to be disposed of.

11, The following are the average monthly expenses necessary to be
incurred et present for the additional Karkoons, &c. required for the framing
of a register and inferior lists :~

To fifteen Karkoons, per mensem svevvvvesensasest.Re. 195
Namely— - )
To two Karkoons at Rs. 20 each «vvvveevrionecovivucnrass..Re. 40
To five ditto atRs, I5ditto vuacarversnniennarinnnenas 75
To eight ditto at Rs, 10 ditto voasevenennntnerireenraeae 80
Rs. 195

To two Carriers at Bs. 5 €ach tvesvsucincscscavsescesanes.Ra, 10
For ink and paper, &C.coevererierneiionisnnvesnsoncnene 12

Total....Rs. 217

The sbove sum will be required monthly, il such time as the work is com-
pleted ; but we cannot definitely state the length of time required for that pur-
pose ; and we therefore only now propose the average expenses for one year at
Rs. 2,604, We shall hereafier be able to judge what quantity of work wil}
remain unfinished, and make a report accordingly.

12. We beg to state that, according to the Government instructions, two
Karkoons will be employed.

13. For the security of the Dufturs, it is requisite that some persons should
permanently be nominated, whom we beg to propose as follows, viz :—

1st.~Four Sepoys end one Amuldar for guarding the Duftur. “These five
persons must be active and trustworthy : as the Agent s Sheristedar has
stated that some of the records were formerly stolen, it is therefore neces-
sary that & guard and other necessary precxwuons should exist for their
safe custody.

2nd.~One Khamattes or Sweeper is also necessary, for cleaning and cow-
dunging the palace.

3rd.~—Also a monthly sum for contingencies, &e.

The arrangements should be effected nccording to the suggestions in the
above three articles, excluding those already effected.

The above are our sentiments upon the subject . of compiling s reglster,
and arranging and preserving the Duftur,
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Those respectmg the rules to be applied, alluded to in your former letter,
we will give in a separate Yad. After receiving your answer the padlocks
will be put on, and the compilation of the register end other hsbs will be
commenced upon,

(Signed) Bavrraser Naraven Norroo.

» RamcroNDER Panpoorune DuewpHUR aliss DEUNDUREE.
» Moro Triupuk, Native Judge,
U, Nursoo Luximon, Dufturdar to the Revenne Commissioner.
” VEeEsasee Gorarr, Dufturdar of Principal Collector, Poona.
{True translation)
(Signed) A. Brur,

Agent.

No. 122 or 1835.

Porrricar, DEPARTMENT.
To the AcEnr For Simpars, ¢

Sir,—I am directed to acknowlege the receipt of your letter dated the 9th
instant, to the address of the Chief Secretary to Government, submitting trans-
lation of a Memorandum by the Amanutdars of the Poona Duftur relative to
the measures to be adopted for the better security of those records; and, in
reply, to convey to you the following instructions and observations on the
subject.

2. The Right Honorable the Governor requests you will inform the Ama-

tdars that their suggestions, evincing, as they do, a determination to discharge
their important trust in an independant and effectun]l manner, are very
creditable to them; and that while their report affords evidence of the
irregularities, confusion, and corruption which have characterised the past
management of the Duftur, the Right Honorable the Governor sees in that
document grounds to mﬁcipate much benefit from the superintendence of
the Amanutdars,

3. It is stated in the 2nd pmgmph of their Memorandum that the Agent’s
Sheristedar has informed them * that some of the papers were formerly stolen”;
and in the Srd paragraph that the ¢ Duftur was not placed under the superin-
tendence of one person, but has been under five or six successive persons,
who never” gave receipts on taking charge. With reference to this, you will
be plensed to inform the Amanutdars that when they discover frauds, it will
be their duty to investigate them thoroughly; end if they discover the
perpetrators, to report them to the Magistrate, who will deal with them
according to the Regulations. The Collectors will be instructed o nssist
them in obtaining the sttendance of witnesses, aud in other matters requisite
to the trial,
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4. The expense of the exira establishment required by the Amanutdars
One Amuldar st Re. 6 3Ppgars to be over-estimated in the 3rd paragraph of
per mensem, four Peons 8t your letter; for the two last charges noted in the

Ra. 5, and one Sweeper 8t margin it will not, it is presumed, be ¥ to
Contingent Al incur. All that the Amanutdars apply for is a

Jowance at Rs, 10

PO Mensem e s ve g guard, sweeper, and a contingent allowance, and these

~— wants must be supplied under the new arrangement,
Total....R. 480 »q they have been hitherto. The new establishment
will expend more paper, pens, ink, and other stationery than bas hitherto been
usual, but that expense is provided for in the statement inserted in the 11th
paragraph of the Memorandum,

5. The whole additional expense, therefore, which the suggestions of the
Amanutdars will entail, seems to be that on account of a temporary establish-
ment required to arrange and register the papers, amounting, inclusive of an
allowance for stationery, as per statement in paragraph 11, to Rs. 217 per
mensem ; which expense the Right Honorable the Governor is pleased to
sanction for one year, at the expiration of which period you will be pleased to
call upon the Amanutdars to report the progress made in the work in ques-
tion, for the information of Government.

6. Adverting to the 2nd paragraph of your letter, I am desired to acquaint
you that the papers therein alluded to should remain under the special charge
of the Amanutdars, the security of those papers being one of the chief objects
of their appointment. When the Agent, Judge, or any other public officer
may require the use of them, he should forward a list of them to the Amanut-
dars, who Will then furnish them, receiving a receipt for the same.

7. As it appears that the Amanutdars have delayed taking charge pending
the receipt of a reply to their reference, I am desired by the Right Honoreble
the Governor to request that the Poona Duftur be made over to them without
further loss of time.

1 bave the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) W. H. Waruzs,
Chief Secretary to Government.
Dapooree, 26th October 1835.

No. 116 or 1836.
Porrricar. DEPABTMENT.

To the Acrine SpcreTARY WiTe THE Ricar Hown. taE GOvERNOR,
Poona.

S1r,~In reference to a letfer from the Se’éretary with the Right Honorable
the Governor, No. 122, dated the 26th of October 1835, I have the honour
to submit, for the information of the Right Honorable ‘the Governor, the
sccompanying translation of a Murathee Memorandum, received from the
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Amanutdars of the Poona Duftur, reporting the progress made in registering
and erranging the Muratha archives, and stating that the completion of the
work will require five years in addition to the one slready sanctioned by
Government.

2. I beg to state that the establishment sanctioned by Government is
Rs. 287 per mensem, besides the pay of a Karkoon deputed from the Agent's
Office, to assist the Amanutdars, at Rs. 40, causing a monthly expenditure of
Rs. 327, which, in the course of six years, will amount to Rs. 23,644 ; and as
the advantagea to be derived from the arrangement are, in my opinion, in noe
way commensurate with the expense of keepiog up the present establishment,
it becomes, consequently, a question for the Government to decide how far
it will be expedient to continue it. :

8. I am not aware that any valuable information can now be furnished
from the old archives, as I have every reason to believe that all the valuable
and useful papers have long since been abstracted ; and as these old archives
can now be of little use in the management of the country, I venture to re-
commend that they may be locked up, and the key kept with the Agent, who
can either personally attend, or depute some trustworthy person, to open the
Duftur whenever a copy of any paper may be,required.

4. In conclusion, I beg to add that I consider the continuance of the estab-
lishraent & useless expenditure of money.

I have the honour to be, &ec.
. (Signed) A. Brug,
Poona, Agent's Office, 15t August 1836. Agent.

Tvansiation of & Yad from the Amanutdars of the Poona Duftur, dated the
11¢k July 1836.

1. We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th June last,
calling for a report of the progress made in registering and arranging the
Muratha Dufturs from the commeéncement up to the present date, and further,
directing us to report mouthly on the work done.

2 We agnin received another communication from you on the 4th lustant.
requesting to be early informed as to the guantity of work done, and what
time would be necessary to complete the whole work.

3. We therefore now, in reply, beg to state that 1,905 Roomals or- bundles

of papers, containing the ac and disbar ts of both the Poona and
Ahmednuggur Collecwmtes, have been regisﬁered and arranged, which took
about cight months to complete. On examining the records, some of them ap-

pesr in such a state of dusarrnnqement and confusion as to require to be regu-
larly and alphabetically arvanged. There are certain papers deficient in some
of the bundles ; and it takes much time to search the whole of them minntely,
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‘We beg to notice that 13,000 Roomals or bundles of papers remain now to be
registered, and that, according to the state of the work already done, we be-
lieve it will take five years more to complete the task. Should you, however,
think it only necessary to register such papers as are indispensably necessary
for the public use, and merely to arrange the remainder, it will even in that
case alone require two years, Formerly, in our Yad of the 23rd September
1835, we stated “ that we would, after a period of one year, be able definitely
to state what time would be actually necessary to complete the work, and that
we would accordingly make a report” ; and as we were going to do so shortly,
we in the mean time received your two aforesaid letters; we have, therefore,
roughly computed the above time.

(Signed) Bavrasee Naraves Nurmoo.

» Ramcrunper PaNDpooruNe DHUNDUREE.
» Mono Trimsuk, Native Judge.
» Nuesoo Luximon, Dufturdar to the Revenue Commissioner.
”» VEegsasee Gorar, Dufturdar to the Principal Collr. Poona.
(True translation)
(Signed) A, Beur,

Agent.

No. 1665 or 1836.
. PoriTicar DEPARTMENT,
To the REVENUE COMMISSIONER.

Sir,—~1 am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to
refer, for your opinion and report, the accompanying copies of a letter from the
Agent fof Sirdars in the Deccan, dated the lst ultimo, and of its enclosure,
regarding the progress made in registering and arranging the Muratha archives
contained in the Poona Duftur, and the establishment and time required for
completing the same.

1 have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) J. P. WiLroversy,

Secretary to Government.
- Bombay Custle, 6th September 1836.

No. 2580 or 1836.
’ PouTical DEpARTMEXT.

To J. P. WiLtovensy, Esq.,
Secretary to Government, Bombay.

Sir,—1 bave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
6th September last, referring, fur my opinion and report, a copy of a letter from
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the Agent for Sirdars in the Deccan, regarding the progress mace in register~
ing and arranging the Muraths archives contained in the Poong Duftur, and
the establishment and time required for completing the same.

- 2. 1 beg respectfully to state that ¥ am of opinion that thq arrangement
of the records should continue, for the substantial reasons which induced
Government to undertake it, and that it would be bad pelicy to take the charge
of the Duftur out of the hands of the Amanutdars.

3. * Prom the estimate the Agent has given in his Pnd paragraplr, I would
deduct Rs. 70, since that is the expense of the permangnt establishment of the
Duftur. This reduces the temporary extra charge ta'Rs. 213, The services
of the Karkoon mentioned in the Agent’s 2nd p h might mow, [ am in-
formed, be ensily dispensed with.

4, Government will perceive, from the Amanutdars’ Yad, that they under-
take “to register such papers as are indispensably necessary for the public use”
in two years,—a proposal which, I think, should be accepted.

5. The value of thess records is considerable. They contain registers
of the Sunuds, and eyid of the p ion of persons holding "Inam
lands, Wurshasuns, Dhurmadeo sallowances, &c. which would be of essential
use were Government to institute an investigation into the rights of persons
enjoying those possessions; and that such investigation is highly desirable
there can be no doubt.

6. If Government had a competent officer available to inquire into the
titles of persons holding rent-free lands and enjoying pensions, &c. I verily
believe that many titles would be found jnvalid, end that the result would be
of considerable advantage to the public revenue,

7. To protect Government's interests in these matters is one of a Collector’s
duties, but the Deccan and Konkun Collectors are, as Government is fully
aware, 8o overwhelmed with other duties, which cannot be postponed, that it is
quite hopeless to expect that such extensive examinations can be conducted by
them in the minute, regular, and careful manner requisite.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) T. WiLLiamson,
Revenue Commissioner.
Rev, Commr.'s Office, Punowla, 9th December 1836.

No. 108 or 1837.
Pourticar DePARTMENT.
To the Aceyr ron SirpaRs 1N THE Diccan .
S1r,~In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 1st August last, with
trausiation of a Yad from the Amanutdars of the Poona Duftur, reporting the
progress made in registering and arranging the Muratha erchives (entrusted to
them for that purpose), and the establishment and time required for completing
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the same, I am directed to inform you that the Right Honorable the Gover.
nor in Coundl deems it inexpedient to ecomply with your recommendation for
the immediate discontinuance of the arrangement of these records.

2. Adverting, however, to the 2nd paragraph of your letter regarding the
expenses on account of the Duftur establishment, 1 am directed to observe
that the sum of Rs. 70, being the expense of the permanent estiblishment of
the Duftur, should be deducted, and the temporary extra charge is thus
reduced to Re, 217 per mensem. The Governor in Council is also of opinion
that the services of the Karkoon, deputed from the Agent’s Office to assist the
Amanutdars, st Rs. 40 per mensem, may at once be dispensed with.

3. In the 3rd paragraph of the Yad, the Amanutdars undertake * to
register such papers as are indispensably necessary for the public use” in two
years, and the Governor in Council is pleased to accept this offer.

T have the honour to be, &e.
(Signed) J. P, WiLLouenBy,

Secretary to Government.
Bombay Castle, 28tk January 1837,

No. 109 or 1837.

Poriricar DEPARTMENT,
To the Revesuve CommMISSIONER.

Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 9th
of December last, regarding the Poona Duftur, and to transmit for your infor~
mation the annexed copy of my communieation of this date to the Agent for
Birdars, on the same subject.

’ 1 have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) J. P. WiLLovensy,

Secretary to Government.
Bombay Castle, 28th January 1837.

No. 10 or 1837.
Porrricar DeparrTxest.

To the SkcrerarY To GoverxuENT, Bombay.

Sir,—The period sanctioned by Government for the establishment of the
Poond Duftur having expired, the Principal Collector of Poona, consequently,
objects to the payment of the abstract for November last. I have, therefore, the
honour to request, shoald Gover t not feel disposed to de to the pro-
positions conteined in my letter No. 216, dated the 1t of August last, to the
address of the Secretary with the Right Honorable the Governor in the
Deccan, that the Principal Collector at this Station may be authorised to con~
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tinue paying the Duftur establishment for such period as Government may
think necessary. ’

In conclusion, I beg to represent that the advantages to be derived from
keeping up the Duftur under the Amanutdars are, in my opinion, in no way
commensurate with the expense,

I have the honour to be, &e.

(Signed) A. Bz,
Poona, Agent's Office, 19tk January 1837. Agent.

No. 344 or 1837.

Pourrioar DEpARTMENT,
To the AcexT ror Siepars IN THR DEccaxn,

Sin,—In reply to your letter dated the 19th January last, I am directed by
the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to refer you to my communica-
tion of the 28th of that month, sanctioning the continuance of the Poona
Duftur establishment for a further period of two years, and to inform you that
the departments concerned have been this day advised accordingly.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) J. P. WiLLoveuBy,

Secretary to Government.
Bombay Castle, 3rd March 1837.

No. 38 or 1837.

Povrricar DeparTHENT,
To the SecreTaARY To GOVERNMENT, Bombay.

81n,— HMaving icated to the A dars of the Poona Dufiur the
instructions of Government conveyed in your letter No. 108, dated the 28th
of last month, 1 have the honour to submit, for the orders of the Right
Honorsble the Governor in Council, the accompanying translation of a Memo-
randum from three of the Amanutdars (the other two being absent), assigning
T for not reducing the per t establishment, and dispensing with the
services of the Karkoon deputed from the Agent’s Office.

I have the honour to be, &c.
. (Signed) A. Bers,

- Agent.
Poora, Agent's Office, 2Rtk February 1837,
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Tvanslation of a Memorandum presented by the Amanutdurs of the Poona
' Duftur, dated the 23rd February 1837,

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your memorandum of the 1st instaut,
stating “ that our Yad of the 11th July 1836 was translated and submitted to
Government, and that an answer thereto, under date the 28th January last,
had been received, with instructions that the expense of the permanent
establishment of the Duftur, Rs. 70 per mensem, be dispensed with, by
dismissing the two Karkoons, namely Bhiccajee Rughoonath and Krishnsjee
Chintamun Gorey ; and further, that the Karkoon deputed from the Agents
Kutcheree be remanded back to the Agent’s Office, and that the remaining
amount of the temporary establishment, Rs. 217, would be continued, accord-
ing to our proposal, for the space of two years more, for the purpose of
registering such papers as are indispensably necessary for the public use.”

2. We therefore beg in reply to state, that previously to our entering npon
this task, we submitted our Memorandum of the 23rd September 1835 to
Government. Inthe 5th paragraph thereof we have stated our opinion as tq the
menner in which matters should be conducted until the completion of the
work. This suggestion was approved of by Gover t, as icated
us in a letter dated the 27th October 1835. The work has accordingly since
been carried on. At present we are ordered to discharge the two Karkoons.
We therefore beg to state that it is customary, for the purpose of registering
the Muratha archives, that the papers should be taken out and the register
made. It is also necessary, with a view to the vigilant and unremitting per-
formance of the duties connected with the registry, that there should be some
one to superintend and look after the records ; for without the adoption of this
precaution it is impossible that the records can remain safe,—no confidence can
be placed in the individuals composing the temporary establishment., The
Amanutdars, moreover, cannot always, but according to their convenience,
visit the Dufturkhana ; it is impossible that they can daily attend to the
superintendence of the work. It appears, however, very doubtful to us, should
the aforesaid two persons, who have become intimately acquainted with bath
the duties and the records, be discharged, that the objects and infentions of
Government will ever be realized, notwithstanding the expense. We have,
therefore, thought it imperative on us to communicate our sentiments to
Government, and shall, until the receipt of a reply, take the liberty to allow
affairs to continue in their former state ; because, should the persons in question
be dismissed, it is impossible that the business can be carried on in an efficient
mauner, and everything will be at a stand.

3. Should the Government, however, be determined to dismiss the two
Karkoons, we would, in that case, beg that it will be pleased to make arrange-
ments regarding the appointment of another trustworthy person to superintend
the work daily, and he will be held responsible for any fraud or other impro-
priety in the work. We have already assigned our reasons above for not
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having dismissed the two aforesaid Karkoons or dispensing with the services
of the Karkoon belonging to the Agent’s Court, and therefore entreat that
this may be taken into consideration, and thaf we may be favoured with an
immediate reply. '

(Signed) Barrasze Naraven Nurmoo,
» RamMcuunper PanpooRuNeg DHUNDURER.
» Moro TriMsux, Principal Sudder Ameen.

(True translation)
(Signed) A. Beir,
Agent.

No. 573 or 1837.

Pourricar, DeraRTMENT,
To the AaenT vor Sirpags 1N THE DEccan.

Sre,—I am directed,.to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the
28th ultimo, forwarding a translated Memorandum from three of the Amanut-
dars engaged in arranging the Muratha archives contained in the Poona Duf-
tur, requesting that their establishment may not be reduced.

2. In reply, I am desired to inform you that the Right Honorable the
Governor in Council has no objection to the two Karkoons, whose pay
amounts to the sum of Rs. 70 per mensem, being retained, but the one depated
from yout® Office must be dispensed with, agreeably to the instructions con-
veyed in the 2nd paregraph of my letter dated the 28th Januaryylast, since
Government are of opinion that the two Kerkoons above alluded to, in com-
junction with the establishment comprised in the allowance of Rs. 217 per
mensem, are sufficient for the duties required.

1 bave the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) J. P. Winroveasy,
Bombay Castle, 318t March 1837. Secretary to Government.

No. 290 or 1838.

- Povrrrcan DeparTuent.
To the Sacrerary 7o Goveaxwent, Bombay.

Sir,—1 have the honour to submit, for the final decision of the Honorable the
Governor in Council, the panying translation of & Murathee Memoran-
dum from four of the Amanutdars of the Poona Duftur (the Prudhan Amanut-
dar hus been absent at Sattara for the last twenty months), reporting the pro-
gress made in registering and arvanging the Moratha archives, and begging
that the present establishment may be continued for one year, or at least six
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months, for the completion of registering such papers as are indispensably
necessary for the public use, beyond the period allowed in Mr. Secretary
Willoughby’s letter to the Agent, No. 108, dated the 28th January 1837,

2. Asitis stated in the same letter that it would be inexpedient to comply
with Mr, Bell's recomnmendation for the immediate discontinuance of the
errangement of these records, I beg leave to suggest, should the Honorable
Board still deem it necessary to keep up the establishment, that the proposi-
tion contained in the Amanutdars’ report may be sanctioned.

I have the honour to be, &ec.
(Signed) P. W. LeGerr,
Acting Agent,
Agent’s Office, Paoona, 7th November 1838,

Translation of a Yad from the Amanutdars of the Poona Duftur, dated the
21st October 1838.

L]

Having been ordered to arrange and register the Muratha archives of the
late Government, as deposited in the Wara of Nana Furnavees, we beg to
report as follows :—

1. Thet we submited a Yad on the 11th July 1836 (No. 31), reporting that
the records consisted of about 13,000 Roomals, and that a period of five years
was necessary to complete a regular index, or one year for registering such papers
s are indispensably required for the public service, and arranging she others.
Subsequen&y,' we represented that a further period of two years, in addition to
the former one, appeared to be necessary for the task in question, and received
in zeply two letters, one dated st February and the other 11th of April
last, sanctioning the lime required by us. ‘We have, therefore, agreeably to the
instructions conveyed therein, commenced upon the said work.

2. That we stated in our Yad (No 31) that it took us & period of about
eight months to register 1,905 Roomals, besides which we have during the last
twenty-seven months registered 5,807 Roomals, making in all 7,712 Roomals,
and arranged 900 Roomals of the Soobahs of Sattara, Hindoostan, &c., which,
we believe, will be registered by the 14th of November next, being within the
time allowed us by the Sirkar, The following, however, is a detail of the
quantity of work performed by us, viz :—

Roomals registered.

RoomalsvofSuriujams Cnseetrsecaronvansaseovsetertesnanas
Roamals of Keird, or receipts and disbursements PRI
Roomals of the Khandesh Collectorate +vocvasessavesevasases 204

R Is of Bhedeachee Khutawnee +ec.ocessecssessosvrasee 83
Roomals of Ajmaish (estimate) s svsssesrervorssensccrsassaas
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Roomels of the Roona Collectorate ..cecevvniuresecssasnears 634
Roomals of the Soobah Mooghlaee «.vvvvivinsernesvissnenees . 91
Roomals of Tarjuma, or abstract of total receipts, expenditures,

and balances «....eriiieieiitrraiiioctinaenciaiaieenere b4
Roomals of Dewusthans ....vocevsiincerccerrvasnsescanese 15
Roomals of the Ahmednuggur Collectorate...o.vvevevacsseesss 413
Roomals of the Soobah Kurnatik..veesivieinerenriidvananen, 329
Rogmals of Gudnea «vvsvrenivanrcnnsnnss vereavennnanses 2,443

—n

Total Number of Roomals.. 7,712

Roomals arranged.
Roomals of the late CommiSSIONer «seavscsssseseacsssenseenns 162
Roomels of the Soobah Hindoostan.cvaseaerivnscssnnesensaes 207
Roomals of the Sattara Collectorate.. ..o vuusvesresasaeeress 367
Roomals of the Guzerat Collectorates voveviivescrcnnaseeasse 93
Roomals of Bapoo Gokla's administration «euveveerssnveveaese " 71

o et

Total...... 900

8. There are about 5,000 Roomals yet to be arranged and registered,
which will require a further extension of time. Most of the important Roo-
mals have been registered; but as we cannot judge, by looking at the Roo«
mals, as to what information they contain, we beg to state that, unless they be
opened end minutely inspected, we shall not be enebled to register them in
regular erder. We formerly guessed the shortest probable time which
might be required by us for the said work, but upon openings the Roo-
mals, and arranging them alphabetically, we found the papers in great disor-
der and confusion, so that after we had registered papers belonging to one
depastment,” we found papers pertaining to the same department among
Roomals of another description. We also found papers and Roomals
among 8 heap of loose papers near the records, and while we were employed
in separating and arranging these, the time allowed us by the Sitkar wholly
expired. We therefore beg to state that it will further occupy = period of one
year to finish the work ; but should the Government not deem it necessary to
make & complete register of the remaining Roomals, we beg to state that it
would take us at least six months to register those which will be required for
the public service, and to arrange the rest, as we have found about 400 Roo-
mals and bundles of loose papers belonging to the departments which we
registered, and which now require to be arranged in their proper places; be-
sides which we beg to state there are about 600 other Roomals, containing
documents of useful reference, which will make in all about 1,000 Roomals to
be arranged and registered. 'We therefore beg to state that four mouths at the
least will be necessary for registering them, and two months for arranging
the other Roomals, meking ® period of six months absolutely requisite for
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completing the work in question. We beg to state that if those necessary
arrangements be not made, great uncertainty must prevail upon any reference
being hereafter made to those records.

4. We therefore beg that the circumstances detailed above may be taken
into consideration, and orders issned for an extension of the term, in order to
cownplete the work. Besides the Roomals mentioned above, there are a
few roowas full of loose papers, but as great difficulty and inconvenience will
be experienced in arranging and registering them, we have kept them apart for
the present. We therefore beg to suggest the propriety of first inspecting the
Boomals, and afterwards registering such as may be required for the public use,
and arranging the others, as Stated in the 3id paragraph of this Yad.

In conclusion, we beg to state that we have only mentioned these circum-
stances for the information of Government, and shall therefore await its orders
upon the subject.

(Signed) RamcEUNDER PANDOORUNG DEODHUR corf DHUNDURER.

” Mozo Triuzux, Principal Sudder Ameen of Poona.
» Nursoo Luxmon, Duftardar of the Revenue Commissioner.
» Veesaseg Goraw, Dufturdar of Poona.

(True translation)
(Signed) P.W. LeGevr,
Acting Agent.

No. 7 or 1839.
Povrrricar, DEPARTMENT.
To the AgrNT FOR Sirpars v THE DECoaN,

Siz,—1I am directed by the Honorable the Governorin Councif to acknow-
ledge the receipt of Mr. LeGeyt's letter, dated the 7th November last,
No. 290, forwarding translation of a Memorandum from four of the Amanut-
dars of the Poona Duftur, dated the 218t October last, reporting the progress
made in registering and arranging the Muratha archives, and requesting that
the present establishment may be continued for a further period of one year
to finish the whole work, or at least six months to complete the registry of
such papers as are indispensably necessary for the public use, beyond the time
specified in the Government letter dated the 28th January 1837.

2. Inreply, I am desired to express to you the extreme regret of Govern-
ment on learning that an extension of time beyond that already sanctioned is
considered necessary for this purpose ; but as the Governor in Council eon-
siders the work one of great importance, he is pleased to sanction the conti-
nuance of the establishment wutil the Ist of June next, when it should be
discharged.

3. You will be pleased to inform the Amanntdars that Government fully rely
ontheir best exertions to secure that the work is completed by the ahove date.
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4. As it now seems desirable to consider in what way the Duftur can best
be taken care of, after it has been completely arranged, I am divected to inform
you that the Honorable the Governor in Council is pleased to appoint a Com-
mittee, to be composed of the Collector of Poons and yourself, for the purpose
of repcttmg on this subject.

- 1t appears to the Governor in Council also desirable that, with a view to
plevent frauds, & complete copy of the regisiry should be prepared, and that
the same having been stamped, and authenticated by the Committee, should
be forwarded to Government for deposit at the Presidency. The Committee’s
opinion on this point should, in the first instance, he submitted to Government.

I havé thekﬂonour to be, &e.

(Signed) J. P. WiLroucHBY,

- Secretary to Government,
Bombay Castle, 3rd January 1839. N

No. 177 or 1841
PorrricAL DrpaRTMENT.
Ta the Secrerary To Goverxyext, Bémbay.

* 8ia,~I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 7,

) dated 3rd January 1839, appointing a Committee,

“'gifw‘?,‘ﬁ;‘:ipﬁ’l’ciﬁf&?; consisting of the officers noted in the margin, to re-

of Poons. port upon the best way in which the Poona Duftur
cen hereafter be managed.

2. In secordance with those instructions, Mr, Frere, the then First Assist-
ant Collector in charge of the Zilla of Poona, and myself met, and, in ‘conjunc+
tion with such of the Amanutdars as were present, had aun inspection of the
Duftur records, papers, &c., and our report, dated the lat June 1839, is here~
with forwarded.

3. Before offering any remarks respecting the Committee’s report, T beg
leave to refer to the previous correspondence which has taken place respecting
the Puona Duftur.

4. On the 4th September 1835, the Government appointed certain respect-
able individuals, to be denominated Amanutdars, who were to cause a regis-
ter to be made in the Murathee language of all the papers in the Duftur
(paragraph 10), which were to be stamped by & seal, to be made at the Mint
(peragraph 11), in presence of two of the Amanutdars, and other rules and
instructions were issued to them for their guidance.

6. Under daté the 3rd August 1836, the late Agent reported to Govern-
ment that the Amanutdars would requirg a period of five years to register and
arrange- all the Muratha archives; but those functionaries stated in their
Memorandum, translation of which accompanied Mr. Bell's letter, that they
would complete the registry of all the papers indispensably necessary for
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the public use in two years, ‘which offer the Government accepted (Govern-
ment letter of the 28th January 1837, paragraph 3).

6. Under date the 7th of November 1838, the Acting Agent forwarded
translation of another Memorandum from the Amanutdars, soliciting a further
period of six months to complete the register of such papers as are indis
pensably necessary for the public service, which application was granted by
Government (Government letter No. 7, dated 3rd January 1839), who then
ordered the Committee alluded to in the 1st paragraph of this letter.

7. After the Committee had completed their report, it struck me that the
measures proposed to be adopted might cause so much inconvenience to the
Government, that I determined not to send in the report till I could have
practical experience how the Duftur worked, as neither Mr. Erere nor myself
had any previous knowledge about it, and tiil I could submit such a plan to
Government ag would save expense.
~ 8. In the mean time the Government, under date the 19th June 1839,
forwarded, for my opinion and report, copies of correspondence they had with
the Revenue Commissioner respecting the transfer of the Zhurtees helonging
to the Rutnagherry Zilla from the Poona Duftur to the Collector, on which
I had the honour to report, objecting to the arrangement, for reasons recorded
(vide Agent’s letter, 30th December 1839); but the reasons and objections
urged were overruled by Government, and it was finally determined (11th
January 1840) that all the Zhurtees, amounting to the large number of 1,875
Roomals, should be sent to the different Collectors, and the Amanutdars were
ordered to prepare them accordingly.

9. The old Karkoons, therefore, on the establishment, (viz. one Karkoon
on Rs. 50, and another on Rs. 20,) which Government had ordered to be
reduced, were absolutely y to be retained, as without them the Ama-
nutdars could not make that separation and division, from other papers, of the
Zhurtees foi each Zilla; whilst the establishment submitted with my letter
No. 167, dated 8th instant (Territorial Department), was necessary to prepare
the Ferisht of the documents, amounting in all to about 1,875 Roomals, and
was utterly useless for taking out the Zhurtees, which none but those who had
experience in the Duftur eould do.

10. The Ferishts of the Zhurtees were not completed till the 8th instant, as
reported in my letter to Government above alluded to, and, therefore, the
services of these old Karkoons could not be dispensed with till that date ; and
under the orders of Government, No. 1069, dated 1st April last, to forward
the Taleebunds to the Collecter of Rutnagherry, they will be required for the
same period as the extra Karkoons required for making registers of the
Taleebunds, for which I have applied under date the 8th instant.

11. Whilst these Karkoons were employed on the duty above detailed,
they were also engaged in preparing answers to the references foom the
different Collectors, and making copies of papers applied for by various authori~
ties, which, from the accompanying statement No. 1, the Government will see
have been considerable; and under all these circumstances, I trust the




29

Government will sanction the payment of this establishment, amounting, from
15t June 1839, when they were nominally dlscharged to the end of June 1841,
to Rs. 1,727-10-8, as per statement No. 2

12. These Karkoons have received their pay to the end of April last,
though the amount has not been entered in the Government accounts.

13. Experience, since the Committee’s report was written in the Agent’s
Department, has convinced me that there is no absolute necessity for an Euro-
pean officer to revise what hasbeen done, s suggested by the Committee
(6th paragraph of the report). That portion of ‘the Dufiur which bas been
arranged is sufficiently well done for all public purposes, and 1 can see no
absolute necessity for increasing the expense which it would cost Go-
verament {0 appoint a qualified person, independent of the inconvenience
which the public service would be put to by the w1thdrawa,l of such an officer
as would be competent for the duty.

14. With respect to the disposal of the old papers alluded to in the 2nd,
3rd, and 4th paragraphs of the Committee’s report, I have on various occasions,
when I visited the Duftur, taken up some of the papers ; they did not appear
to be of any consequence. I have also consulted with such of the Amanut-
dars as were present, who seem to be of opinion that these old papers were
mere rubbish, but that they could not say, witheut a minute examination of
them, whether or not any of them were valuable.

156. The Committee have observed, in reference to these papers, “that
amongst such a mass of papers the probability is some must be of velue”
(paragraph 3), and that until all the * valuable documents” have been a.rmuged
and the fragments destroyed, the arrangement of the Duftur cannot be consi-
dered complete (paragraph 4).

16. The question for decision is whether, with the chance of obtaining &
few valuable documents, it is worth the expense which must be incurred to
put together and arrange all the fiagments scattered in different rooms, and
often in small bits.

17. The Peshwa’s Duftur during the reign of Bajee Rao was originally
kept in the Sunwar Palace, but when the palace was set on fire during that
prince’s sovereignty, the Duftur papers were removed by ordér of Chinto
Punt Deshmook to the houses of Govind Rao Kalley, and Babjee Naik
Baramutkur, where they remained, without much order or arrangement,
till the commencement of the British rule. They were then, by order of
the Honorable Mr. Elphinstone, sent to the Khasgeewala’s house, and sub-
sequently removed to Nana Furnavees’'s palace, where they now are. At
that time, the Honorable Mr. Elphinstone had the Duftur examined, and what
papers were of public use arranged, and the rest put into rooms ; and these
papers, together with the records brought at & subsequent period from Trim-
bukjee Denglia’s and Bapoo Gokla’s houses, are there now, in the rooms

liuded to by the Committee in the 2nd paragreph of their report. .

18. Tt is just possible that the establishment above alluded to, as having

been appointed by the Honorable Mr. Elphinstone to arrange the Duftur
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papers, may have overlooked some papers of importance, though it is not, T
think, very likely: at all events, if there were any papers of value, it is
not improbable they may have been long since ahstracted. It is also juat
possible there may be some documents of importance amongst the papers
brought from Trimbukjee Denglis}s and Bapoo Gokle’s houses, though,
eonsidering the situations these Sirdars held under the Peshwa, it is not
likely that they kept any accounts likely to be very useful to the British
Government:

19. Forming a judgment, therefore, on such verbal information as I have
been able to gain, and considering the labour and expense of putting these
fragments together, and the great doubts whether, when put together, any
documents will be discovered which will be useful to Government, or com-
mensurate with the expense to be incurred, I am now of opinion that the
fragments should either be burnt or sold.

20. If the latter plan were adopted, and which I heg leave to recommend,
the papers would probably fetch about Rs. 800 or Re. 1,000. Itwould be
desirable to entertain-a few Karkoons to look at the papers, as they are taken
out of the rooms, and before being made over to the purchasers, in case there
should be any amongst them which it might be desirable to retain, and in
case any fragments may have the signature of Nana Furnavees or any other
officer, which might heveafier be pasted to other papers, and made use of for
fraudulent purposes. The money realized by the sale of useless fragments
would né*doubt fully cover the expense of the establishment required, and
leave a little for the bsnefif of Government.

21, Since the Committee finished their report, the Government have order-
ed all the Zhurtees belonging to the different Zillas to be transferved to the
respective Collectors, and subsequently the Government have directed the
Taleebunds of the Rutnagherry Zilla to be transferred to the Collector of that
Zilla ; and as soon as I ha.ve received certain information from the Amanut-
dars, ‘I propose g to Gover t that, as they have ordered the
Taleebunds of one Zilla to be taken from the Peshwa’s Duftur, the Taleebunds
of all the other Zillas should also be sent to the respective Collectors, If this
arrangement is sanctioned, it will reduce the number of Roomals in the Duftur
as follows :— '

Number of records in the Duftur, as shown in the 6th paragraph

of the Committee’s 16port. .cvevcervisrsersrasrenoasss 14,661
Deduet number of Roomals of Zhurtees transferred by

order of Government to the different Collectors..... . 1,875
Deduct probable number of Roomals containing Talee-

bunds, which will be recommended to be transforred to -

the different Collectors cuovcvunssrrcecacacscasrese 3,000
— 2,875

Naumber of Roomals which will remain in the Poona Duftur...... 11,788
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22. The Committee, in the 7th paragraph of their report, bave recommend-
ed the transfer of the Tedords to the different authorities to whose Zillas they
may refer ; and considering that the Government bave subsequently to that
report ordered the Zhurtees and Taleebunds of one Zilla to be made over to
the Collector, I think, whatevet objections there might have been originally te
the Committee’s suggestion, that under the present state of the Poona Duftur
it should now be at once adopted.

23. 1In the event of Government not concurring in the suggestion of the
Committee to send the records from Poona, the Government will observe that
the Committee have recommended an establishment of Rs. 110 per mensem
for looking after the records. There must be an establishment to answer all
the references made by the several Collectors, if the records ave to be keptat
Poona, and after heving had some experience in the Agent’s Office, I am of
opinion that the establishment peed not be quite 80 large as that recammend-
ed, but it should not be less than two Karkoons.

24. It now remains to consider the best way of supplying the establish-
ment, without putting Government to any expense. 1 find, on referring to the
records, thet the Native establishment of the Agent was originally intended
for the Agent’s Department and the Duftur, apd in my opinion the Karkoons
in the Agent's Department, drawing the saldries mentioned in the margin,

might be transferred to the Duftur from 1st July next,
8:: K"k:on_' ; Ra. ?98 3 8 without much inconvenience to the Agent’s gepart.—
~~—— -ent, and the Furash and contingent expenses ean

Toul..Ra. 8800 1, paid from the Agent's contingengt a'.llowal:nces.

25. Should, therefore, Government determine to keep the Duftur still
under the Agent, and not remove the records to the different departments to
which they belong, the Gover t will, by edopting the suggestion in the
preceding paragraph, incur no expense whatever, and the Duftur can remain
a8 heretofore under the Amanutdars, who have hitherto so well conducted
their duties, as recorded by the Committee in the concluding paragraph of their
report, or under the immediate charge of the Agent, whichever Government
may think most expedient.

26. I have now to apologise for not sending in the report of the Committee
before thie date; but a desire to supply Gover t with information founded
on experience, and to save Government from the expense which the Com-
mittee contemplated would be necessary, have been my motives for delaying
the transmission of the document.

I have the honour to be, &c. )
(Signed) R. Miuis,

Agent.
Agent's Office, Poona, 11th June 1841.
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Report of the Committee.

1. The Committee in the first instance visited Nana Furnavees’s Palace,
where the Duftur is kept, and found the records, as far as the arrangement of
them had gone, well arranged and in good order, the several documents relat~
ing to the several districts which formed the dominions of the Peshwa being
kept separate. These are, again, arranged according to the nature of their con-
tents and the years to which they refer, and tied up in separate bundies,
numbered with the general contents marked upon the outside of each. The
number referred to the general register, in which the contents of each bundle
were entered af length, and from trials made by the Committee, they found the
arrangement to be good, and the do ts easy of

2. In addition to the documents so arranged, there are seven or eight
rooms nearly filled with papers laid in a heap upon the floor, which the Ama-
nutdars stated were papers of no importance, or else fragments of documents
which could not be arranged. The Committee examined some of these, and
although they are at present in a state of confusion, yet care and trouble would
probably restore many useful documents t3 a perfect state, and all others
should be destroyed.

3. One of the largest of these rooms contained papers brought from
Tnmbuk_]ee Dengha 's, and, among such a mass of papers, the probability is that
some must be'of value, thongh many of them probably are only, as some of them
appeared, scraps of paper upon which some of the Karkoons and others have
been working sums.

4. The Committee are, however, decidedly of opinion, that until all the valu-
able documents have been arranged, and the useless fragments destroyed, the
arrangement of the Duftur t be id plete ; and quently,
that in order to render the heavy expense Whlch has alteady been incurred of
any real substantial use, a further outlay is neccessary for its completion, as, so
long as the papers continue in their present state, documents cannot be said not
to be in the Poona Duftur which are not among those arranged, as it may
always be urged that they are among those now mouldering in confused beape.

.5. 'In conversing with the Amanutdars upon this point, they appeared to
contemplate a further period of two years as the length of time it would require
thoroughly to examine these papers and arrange them, and that the effect
would probably be to increase the Dufiur to about one half more. Whether
the Honorable the Governor in Council considera that the object to be gained,
by tbus comp)etmg what has cost already so much, is worth the outlay, the
to predict. Their own opinion, however, is, that
t.he expense ought to be incurred ; and as the most efficient, and at the same
time, in the end, least expensive arrangement, they would suggest that some
European well acquainted with the Murathee language should be appointed to
revise all that has been done, and examine and arrange those documents which
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have been thrown aside by the Amanutdars, This plan would likewise bs
the most expeditious, es he would be able to devote his whole time during the
whole day to this one subject, whereas the Amanutdars, in making their ar-
sang , are obliged to It the convenience of at least two individuals,
who have either oﬂicinl duties or their own private affairs to attend to.

6. The npext subject for consideration is how the records are fo be
ultimately disposed of, if Government is determined to incur no further
expensg jn arranging them.. The records at present arranged, amounting as

per margin, must nevertheless be preserved, and for

8,229 bundles or Roomals,  ¢hig purpose an outlay of about Rs, 1,039 must be
in which every pa- | . . . .

er in each bun- incurred, &s per estimate submitted, in making shelves

le l:-:.d been re-  glone upon which to arrange them. A further ex-

6,432 bnndmor 'Rom.h, pense should, in the opinion of the Committee, be

pspers in  jncurred in knocking down small partition walls and

::‘,':h :Ie'::m:?; filling up doorways, so as to throw what are now

— registered. large rooms with small closets off them into single

l4,66l Total, large rooms with not more then three doors; the

vecord rooms would then consist of large epacious

rooms, secured with padlocks on each door, instead of, as at present, several

rooms of various sizes, with so many doors that any attempt et securing them

must be impossible. An arrangement of the above nature would render the

Poona Duftur very complete,

7. A suggestion, however, has occurred to the Committee for dlsposmg of the
records in a far less expensive, but in their opinion not less useful or efficient
manner. They would recommend that, upon the Duftur being completed, the
whole of the records belonging to each separate division of the Peshwa's
dominions, which now form Collectorates of the British Government, should be
made over to the Collector of the Zilla to which they refer, and to whom
they would be of more service, and more frequent subject of reference, than to
eny person in the Poona Zilla.. In the event of this suggestion meeting
with the approbation of Government, a general register of all the documents in
the Duftur should be kept by the Agent at Poons, and another among the
the records of Government in Bombay, while extracts of so much as refer to
the several Zillas should be made over with the records to the respective Coi-
lectors, the records belonging to the Commissioner in the D being made
over to the Agent for Sirdars, to whose office they more particularly belong,
and those connected with the Revenue Survey, and which are also in the
Poona Duftur, being deposited among the records of the Collectors’ Offices of
Poona and Sholapore, to which they refer. The expense under this srrange-
ment would be confined to little more than the cost of transmitting the several
documents to their destination.

8. If, however, it is the determination of Government to keep the records
entire, and in Poona, a copy of the register must be farnished to Government,
as sbove suggested, and, in sddition to the outlay above mentioned, which
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ought to be incurred in arranging the documents, the Committee could not
suggest & better mode of preserving them than that they should be left with
the Amanutdars. This, however, would entail & monthly expense of at least
Rs. 110, as the Committee are of opinion that four Karkoons, one ou Ra. 40,
another on Rs. 20, aud two others on Rs. 10 each, would be absolutely requi-
site to look after the records, with two Peons on Rs, 5 per mensem each,
and two Furashes on Re. 4 each, with & contingent allowance of Rs. 12 per
mensem.

9. The Committee cannot conclude their report withont recording their
opinion of the care and trouble with which the Amanutdars have discharged
their duty, so far s their labours have extended, and of the neatness and clean-
liness with which those records which have been arranged are kept.

(Signed) R. Miv1s,

Acting Agent.
» W. E. Frers,

Poona, 1st June 1839, First Assistant Collector in Charge.

No. 2533 or 1841.
Porimoar DERPARTMENT,

Te R. MiLis, Esq., .
Agent for Sirdars in the Deccan, Poona.

© Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 177,
dated the 11th June last, forwarding the joint report of .yourself and the
Assistant Collector in charge, in regard to the future arrangement of the
Poonn Duftar,

2. Inreply, 1 am desired to inform you that the delay which hes taken
place in the transmission of this report, as well as retention, without the express
sanction of Government, of a portion of the establishment specified in the Oth
paragraph of your letter, is considered by the Homorable the Governor in
Council to be highly censurable.

3. Asa necessity for the services of some additional Karkoons appears
however to have existed for the purposes stated in the 10th and 11th para~
graphs, the Honorable the Gnvemor in Council is pleased to tion the dis-
bur t on that t g to the sum of Bs. 1 ;127-10-8.

4. With reference to the thon as to the disposal of the balance of the
papers still unsorted, I am instructed to observe that many objections exist to

the sale of such d ts in the ded in the 20th paragraph
of your letter, and that to burn them without at least a partial inspection would
be & measure to be regretted.

5. The Honorable the Goveruor in Council therefore considers that it
would be preferable that the Amanutdars, with the assistance of the establish-
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ment alluded to in the 24th paragraph of your letter, should look over these
papers gradually, however long a period this process may occupy.

6. Adverting to the 21st paragraph, I am desired to couvey to you the au-
thority of Government to transfer to the several Collectorates the Zhurtees and
Taleebunds appertaining to them.

7. For the separation of the assorted records, the Governor in Council
conceives no extra assistance, in addition to the establishment alluded to in
the 24thy paragraph of your letter, can be required, and as the duties connected
with the portion which will remain in the Poona Duftur have been provided
for by the transfer of these Karkoons from your office, all extra expenditure
should cease for the future to be incurred.

I have the honour to be, &ec.

(Signed) D. A. Braxg,

Acting Secretary to Government.
Bombay Castle, 9th September 1841.

No. 77 or 1842:

Powurricar DeparTuBNT,
To the Secrerary To GovERNMENT, Bombay.

Sir,~1 have the b to submit, for the ideration and orders of the
Honorable the Governor in Council, the accompanying copy of a letter from
the Superintendent of the Revenue Survey in the Southern Muratha Country,
regarding the detention in the Poona Duftur of papers which should have
been sent to him.

2. Previous to the receipt of this letter, a note from Mr. Goldsmid to Mr.
Hart wes handed to me by this gentleman, in which the former urges, in the
strongest manner, the immediate adoption of measures to prevent those whose
influence had kept back the papers alluded to, from tampering with them,
which he said, from his information, he believed they would immediately do, if
indeed they had not ajready done so, and that by delay the Government might
lose “ many thousands.”

3. AsMr. Goldsmid did not name the persons to whom he alluded, and
s the Government places its confidence in the Amanutdars of the Poona Duf-
tur, it struck me as the best mode of at once avoiding the deprecated delay,
and sheltering them from the consequences of the supposed frandulent intentiop
of those who execuie their orders, to send my principal Native servant in the
Agent’s Department to the Amanutdars, with a memorandum suggesting, in con-
sequence of the information that had reachied me of papers destined for the
Carnatic not having been sent these as directed, that all the papers that remained

in the Duftw relating to that province shbuld be immediately locked up in
one room.
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-4, The Amanutdars adopted the measure recommended, and, in an interview
I have since had with them, have expressed their obligations to me for having
thus placed them in a position to satisfy the Government both of their honesty
and of the actual condition of the records when Mr. Goldsmid’s information
reached Poona, which could not have been the case had I sent the memorda-
dum in the ordinary mode—a mode which bas let in the suspicions expressed
by Mr. Goldsmid, end which would have afforded the very opportunity of
tampering, of which advantage is supposed to have been taken to keep back
papers the production of which would, in his belief, prove that “the Govern-
ment has been defrauded of th ds upon the ds of rapees.”

5. In adition to the papers relating exclusively to the Carnatic (I use the
Duftur denomination), Mr. Goldsmid mentions, in his private note on this sub-
ject, that he wishes to séatch the diaries of the Muratha Government relating
to the whole of the Peshwa’s empire, in which are to be found entries of all
Sunuds granted, recalled, and re-issued daily, and he thinks the true result of
this search will only be obtained by taking the diaries out of the Duftur,
and employing trustworthy Karkoons in a private house. As this would be
breaking up the foundations of the plan by which the Government thought
their records most secure, I will not venture to say more respecting it than
that I think Mr., Goldsmid, if he could be spared in the monsoon, would be the
best person to execute the purpose he has in view.

6. I trust the Government will approve of the manner in which I have
acted in the very awkward dilemma in which Mr. Goldsmid’s note placed me.

1 have the honour to be, &c.
. (Signed) Joux WarDEw,
Agent's Office, Poona, Y4th April 1842. - Agent.

General No. 73.
To Joux Warpey, Esq.,
Agent for Sirdars, Poona.

B1r,~With refe to your pred v's letter of 25th October last,
No. 296, informing ‘me that he had been instructed by Government to trans-
fer to this department all the records then in the Poona Duftur relating to
the Southern Muratha Country, I have the honour to bring to your notice that
the documents forwarded with your Assistant’s letter of 29th January, No. 30,
‘consist for the most part of muster rolls of Sebundees, pay abstracts, ledgers,
memoranda of receipts_and disbursements, and other statements’ prepared
only to answer the purpose of the day, and not affording any information that
'can be of the slightest service to the present Government, whilst I have every
‘reason to believe that numerous documents, which it is-of the greatest import~
unce to the interests of Government should be made over to this department,
have been detained at Poona. . .
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2, I should, therefore, be exceedingly obliged by your having the kindness
to inform me as to what papers connected with this province are still on your
records, so that I may point out those which I wish to be forwarded to Dhar-
war. 1 should also be obliged by your being so kind as to make over to a
Karkoon, who will be appointed by Mz, Hart for the purpose, the papers
mentioned in the accompanying memorandum. You will, I believe, find that,
with the exception of, perhaps, the &W1@, the whole of the papers epecified
have, heen so wrranged that the person in cherge of the Duftur will be able
to at once place his hand on them, and make them over to the Karkoon.

3. Tn order that you may take such precautionary measures as you con-
sider necegsary, it may be as well for me to mention that a report is current
here that no endeavows will be spared by the influential personages, wijose
interests will, it is supposed, be affected by these documents, to prevent my
receiving them before they have been tampered with. «

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) H. E. Gowrpsmip,
. . Supt. Rev. Survey and Assessment, S, M, C.

Supt.’s Office at Hooblee, Dharwar Collectorate, 2nd April 1842,

(True copy)'

(Signed) Jomn WarbEw,
-, Agent.

No. 1078 op 1842.
PorrricAL DEPARTMENT.
To Joun Wanper, Esq.,
Agent for Sirdars in the Deccan.

Sir,~I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 77, dated
the 14th instant, forwarding copy of one from Mr. Goldsmid, Superintendent
of the Revenue Survey in the Southern Muratha Country, stating that certain
documents which should have been sent to him have been detained for impro-
per purposes ; and, in reply, to inform you that Government entirely approves
of your proceedings on the occasion,

2. The Honorable the Governor in Council further desires me to acquaint
you that My, Goldsmid has this day been instructed to repair immediately to
Poons, for the purpose of selecting such papers as may be required by him.
You will therefore be pleased to allow that gentleman free access to the
Dufturs, and retain a list of the documents that may be taken by him.

3. Inthe mean time, you are requested to continue your precautionary
mepsures to prevent these papers being tampered with, including the Roz-
khirde'or diaries, which should be sealed and locked up.

T have the honour to be; &c.

(Signed) J. P. WiLrovcapy,
Bombay Castle, 23rd April 1882, Secretary to Governent.
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No. 1079 or 1842,

Povritioar DePARTMENT.
To H. E. Gorosuip, Esq.,

Supt. Revenue Survey and Assessment, Southern Muratha Country.

S1r,—With reference to your letter No. 73, dated the 2nd instant, to the ad-
dress of the Agent for Sirdars in"the Deccan, regarding the detention in the
Poona Duftur of certain papers which should have been sent to you, I am
directed to transmit for your information & copy of my communication of this
day’s date to that gentleman on the subject.

.2. In forwarding this communication, I am desired to request that you will
imufediately repair to Poona, for the purpose of selecting such papers as may
be required by you, and to inform you that Mr. Warden has been instructed
to allow you access to the Dufturs. You will be pleased to leave with that
gentleman & list of the documents that may be taken by you, and Mr. War-
den has been requested in the mean time to continue precautionary measures
to prevent these papers being tampered with, including the Rozkhirds or
diaries, which are to be sealed and locked up.

I have the honour to be, &ec.

(Signed) J. P. WiLrLovcnsy,

Secretary to Government;
Bombay Castle, 23rd April 1842.

No. 89 or 1842,

Porrrican DEPARTMENT.
To the SEcrETARY TO GOVERNMENT, Bombay.

Sir,—In reﬁly to your letter No. 1078, dated the 23rd of this month, I
have the honour to state that I met the Amanutdars by appointment last
evening at the Duftur palace, and they suggested, as the most effectual way of
executing the wishes of Government, in respect to the papers relating to the
Carnatic, which are scattered through the different rooms, that the Duftur
itself should be locked up and sealed till Mr. Goldsmid’s arrival, and which
was done accordingly. I have apprised Mr. Goldsmid of this arrangement,
and begged him to repair to Poona as expeditiously as he can.

1 have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) Joun Warpex,
Agent,

Agent’s Office, Poona, 26th April 1842.
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No. 142 or 1842.
) PovriTicaAL DEPARTMENT,
To the SecreTARY To GOVERNMENT, Bombay.
Sir,—In reference to the correspondence noted in the margin, I have the
bonour to submit, for the information of the Honor-
an.‘e;%rdm :E&Am .eble the Governor in Council, copy of a letter
luni'l . received from the Superintendent of the Revenue
ply to ditto from Mr. N
Secre! Wllloughby, No. Survey and Assessment in the Southern Muratha
{gzg' 2ird April  Country, dated the lst fnstant.
Letter from the Agent, 2. 1 have resumed charge of the Duftur, enter-
No.j5% dated 26th April taining the two Karkoons Bappoojee Rughoonath
: Bhut and Konher Dinkur Sohonee, alluded to in
your letter No. 802, dated the 19th March last, on the salaries sanctioned for
Duftur Karkoons under the Amsnutdars, and will, when I shall have been
favoured with Mr. Goldsmid’s promised report, solicit the orders of Govérnment
on the management of the Duftur for the future.
I have the honour to be, &ec.

® (Signed) Jorn WaRDEN,
Agent’s Office, Poona, 3rd December 1842, Agent.

To Joun Warpen, Esq.,
Agent for Sirdars in the Deccan.

81r,—1I have the honour to forward a Murathee memorandum descriptive of
the papers selected from the Poona Duftur, in obedience to the directions con~
veyed in Mr, Secretary Willoughby’s letter of 23rd April last, 'No. 1079.
Cetalogues of the papers selected have been prepared, and will be forwarded
to you by Mr. Robertson directly they are received from the binder.

2. 1 cannot sufficiently express my sense of your kindness in having, in
the first instance, so promptly taken precautionary measures to prevent the
sbstraction of docaments pending my arrival; and subsequently, for the long
period I have been engaged at Poons, in having allowed me the opportunity
of & full examination, although by 8o doing you st times seriously incon-
venienced yourself.

3. On my arrivael at Hooblee, I will lose no time in reporting to you the
state in which I found the Poona records.

1 have the honour to be, &ec.
(Signed), H. E. Gornsup,
Supt. Rev. Survey and Assessment, S. M. C.
Poona, 15t December 1842, .
(True copy)
(Signed)  Jomn Warbsx,
Agent,
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No. 3100 or 1842.
Poriricar Drrartiexr.
To Joun Warnen, Esq.,
Agent for Sirdars in the Deccan.

Sm,—1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated
the 3rd instant, No, 224, and to inform you that the Honorable the Governor
in Council approves of your having re-entertained the two Karkoons Bap-
poojee Rughoonath Bhut and Konher Dinkar Sohonee, on the salaries
Jmentioned by you. i

2. Mr. Goldsmid’s promised report will be awaited by Government,

I have the honour to be, &e.
(Signed) J. P. WiLLoucwsy,
Secretary to Government.
Bombay Castle, 21st December 1842,

No. 46 oxr 1845.
Povrricar DeparTuNT,
From the Acent ror Siepazs 1v TarE Dxccan,
To the Cuirr SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, Bombay.
Dated Poona, 28th February 1845,
8ir,—1 Yave now the honour to hand over, for the purpose of being laid

before the Honorable the Governor in Council, the accompanying copy of 3
report to my address, from Mr. Goldsmid, on the present state of the Poona
Duftur; and hope the Government and the Honorable the Court of Directors
will consider that comp tion has been made by this officer, for the unavoid-
able delay that has occurred in the preparation of this paper, in the value and
importance of his remarks.

2. It requires the quickness and clearness of Mr. Goldsmid, and his inde-
fatigable energy in the prosecution of a task, however irksome, from which he
believes the public interests can derive benefit, to carry out the plan he lays
down in his 29th, 37th, 43rd, and other paragraphs, for ascertaining, and evabling
others hereafter to ascertain, all the information which the Poona Duftur may
afford on the subject of alienations of the public revenue by the Peshwa’s Go-
vernment; and when I recollect that, to these qualifications, he has added
unusually great acquirements.as a Murathee scholar, at the same time that his
practical experience in the administration of public affairs in India has taught
him the danger of trusting to Native subordinates, I am disposed to recommend
that Mr. Goldsmid’s services should be secured, at any cost, on his return
from his projected short visit to England, to complete the examination he hae
so ably begun, and record its result.
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3. The robbery alluded to in his 5th paragraph took place, T em told,
within two montha from the accession of the British Government. The dis-
appearance of other papers which came under the review of Mr. Macleod
may be partly accounted for by the early transmission to the Konkun (which
from the time of its conquest was excluded from the authority of the
Commissioner, and made subordinate to Bombay) of papers rglating to that
province.

4., In regard to Mr. Goldsmid's observations in his Oth and 10th para-
graphs, I may mention that the Peshwa’s Government was so well aware of the
fact that “none but persons long conversant with the documents could know
in what direction they should turn when searching for particular information,”
that the office of Duftur Karkoon was hereditary, and the son served his
apprenticeship to it while his father was yet slive to teach him the mazes of
the labyrinth;J and the service of these persons was obtained by Mr. Elphin-
stone, and their honesty secured, by high pay and reversionary pensions,—one
Rowjee Pensé still lives at Poons, and is referred to oa doubtful points,
Mr. Chapliv's safeguard was the appointment of a Canarese Brahmin from
the Ceded Districts, who was not mixed up with the private interests of the
Peshwa's subjects, to the office of Record-kegper, on a'salary of Rs. 500 a
month, and & reversionary Inam of Rs. 4,000 per annum. He, again, was suc-
ceded by his son, who now enjoys a pension of Rs. 400 & month ; and so long
as I bad any connection with the Poona Duftur, I had, as Inow have, a Cana-
rese Superintendent; and if 1 had been in the Deccan when this plan was
exchanged for that of delivering the Duftur into the hands of Amanutdars or
depositaries, I should have taken the liberty of recording my earnest pratest
against such an imprudence, compared to which Mr. Bell's proposition of the
lock and key appears wise.

I do not wish to speak with disrespect of these Native gentlemen, still less
to connect them and the disappearance of papers mentioned by Mr. Goldsmid ;
but it was subjecting persons,—of whom one had risen in fame and fortune
with the full of the Peshws's Government, and was an object of hatred to
some and of envy to all, and another had followed Bajee Rao into exile, and
only returned to his country after the lapse of several years, with an acknow-
ledged and excusable prejudice against the British,—it was subjecting them to
temptation to introduce them into a record office from which the public hed
till then been diligently excluded, and in which they might find the means of
benefitting their fiiends and injuring their enemies ; and it was with the
strongest conviction that this step bad been a false one that Iincurred the re-
sponsibility, on receiving Mr. G ldsmid's first rep: tation, of iuterfering,
contrary to the orders of the Gov t, with the Amanutdarg, and locking
them out of their Duftur ; and as the Government approved of the measure,
1 may now say that the occasion justified the abruptness ofthe act.

Mr. Goldsmid's suggestious in regard to papers already extracted from the
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Poona Duftur do not seem to call for any remark from me; they will attract
the attention of His Excellency in Counci! as he peruses the report.

1 have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) Jomn Warben,

Agent.
Poona, Agent’s Office, 28th February 1845,

To Joun Warnes, Esq.,
Agent for Sirdars, Poona.

Sin,~With reference to the promise I made in my letter of 10th June last
(to Agent for Sirdars, No. 43), I have now the honour to forward my obser<
vations on the state of the Poona Duftur. These would have been submitted
some weeks since, had I not been prevented by the pressure of duties, conse-
quent on my sudden removel from the Inam Committee to the office of
Acting Collector.

2. Among the correspondence with which you favoured me, regarding the
Poona Duftur, I find the following remarks, made under date 1st August 1836
(letter to the Acting Secretary with the Right Honorable the Governor, at
Poona, Na. 216 of 1836) by your predecessor, Mr, Bell :— ’

“ I am not aware that any veluable information can be furnished from the
old archives, as I have every reason to believe that all the veluable and use-
ful papers have long since been abstracted, and as these old archives can
now be of little use in the management of the country, I venture to recom-
mend that they may be locked up, and the key kept with the Agent, who
cen either personally attend, or depute some trustworthy person, to open the
Duftur whenever a copy of any paper may be required.” ’

3. The remarks made by you on my -arrival at Poona led me to believe
that the surmise of Mr. Bell was erroneous. I have every reason to feel
thankful, as regards the interests of Government and of the people, that these
remarks encouraged me to avail myself of the facilities you so kindly afforded
me for examining and selecting papers of importance.

4. The importance to Government of the records selected, the reports
-already forwarded by the Committee to Government, on claims to Jands and
villages, sufficiently show. They are of etill greater importance as regards
the people, and the opinion formed of the faimess and equity of Government
by its subjects ; for by means of these documents the Committee is enabled
to report favourably on the title by which Inams are held by helplesa claim-
ants, who can show no written authority. Asan example, I may quote s
paragraph from a letter of the Inam Committee to Government, dated 23rd
October 1844, No. 64, forwarding reports regarding two villages held free
from assessment as hereditary Inams :—

“ Although (the Committee observe) in one of these cases mext to no evi-
denee has been produced by the Inamdar, and in the other the occupant
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has been unable to produce any evidence at all, the records in the bands of the
Committee, especially those brought from the Poona Duflur,* Rave prevented
the possibility of any wrong being done to the claimants, The Comumittee,
therefore, in submitting these their first two reports on bord fide Inam villages,
venture to solicit the attention of Government to the different nature of
proof, both positive and negative, which the records must always furnish
respecting good and faulty titles to such alienations, independent of the asser-
tions of the claimants, or of whatever evidence they ean adduce. This difference
will et once be evident on contrasting the naturs of the proof obtained regard-
ing Hindusgeeree and Dewunkop, notwithstanding the helpless condition of
their occupants, with that recorded in the Committee’s reports already made
on several villages held as Inam by the defective or fabricated titles which
the claimants have endeavoured to support by both documentary and parole
evidence.”

5. The Amanutdars, in their Report dated 23rd September 1835, quote
your late Sheristedar as their authority for stating that “some of the papers were
formerly stolen,” and that in consequence of this, and other causes, it appeared
to them very doubtful whether the records would be found correct according:
to the “original lists” (framed by the record-keepers on the establishment of
the Commissioner of the Deccan).

6. The original lists here alluded to were not drawn out in & manner which
would have enabled persons seeking information to ascertain what particular
papers included in the lists were deficient. Some of the documents found
among the archives contain allusions to others which are not forthecoming ;' but
in most instances it is impossible to ascertnin whether the deficiency occutred
previous ov subsequent to the records coming into the possession of the Bri-
tish Government. In some instances, however, portions of, and entire docu-
ments, which unquestionably were at one time in charge of the record-
keepers employed by the Commissioner of the Deccan, have disappeared ; but
supposing they were intentionally made away with, it is fortunate that other
suthentic documents have been found in the .Duftur to supply the deficiency,
as fur as the Carnatic} is concerned. On the other hand, “ General Accounts,”
aot included in a Memorandum prepared by Captain Macleod under date 20th
May- 1819, of the “ General Accounts of the Carnatic to be found in the

* Note by the Committee~"" Tu the report on Hindusgeeree, of the farty-four records
quoted in the &th paragraph thirty~four are of the Poona, sight of the Dharwar, and two com-
mon to both Dufturs.

“ In that on Dewunkop, of the sixty-nine records quoted in the 6th paragraph fifty-six are
of the Poona, nine of the Dharwar, and four common to both Daftun.®

1 Translstion forwarded to Government byAgant for Sirdars, with letter dated 9th October
1835, No. 350.

1 My search and exemination of the records baving been made solely with reference to
the Sowthern Muratha Country, 1 am unable to state whether theso remarks are applicable
10 reoords relating to other pravincea,
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Poona Duftar,”»were discovered by me among the records, and these addi~
tiopal accounts are evidently genuine.

7. It may probably be expected that I should offer an opinion regarding
the manner in which the papers were arranged by the record-keepers em-
ployed under the Commissioner.

8. In the absence of any written explanatxon as to the point from which
they started, and the time they took in acrranging the records, it would be un-
fair to criticise their work ‘especially when we bear in mind that since it was
completed the -papers wvere thrown into considerable confusion, and that the
subsequent asserting 'by the A tdars has. ily involved such
changes as altogether to-set aside the original drrangement.

9. This origiral nmmgement is explamed by Captain Macleod, in his
Memorandum* of‘ 15th September 1819, to have been made as follows :—

“ Since the formation of the Duftur estabhshment under the Commission, the
Duftur has been completely examined and arranged into separate districts,
and mostly also into Purgunas, and its arrangement by years also is in con«
siderable progress.”

Such traces, however, as remain are sufficient to show that the arrange-
ment, though made with much care and trouble, had the fault common to the
Native mode of assorting records ; that is to say, that none but persbns long
conversant with the documents could kwow in what direction they should
turn when . searching for particular information, so that it was impossible for
any newly appointed officer to ascertain whether or no the whole of the infor-
mation contained in the records regarding any particular subject of inquiry
had beea furnished.

10. The inconvenience of such a mode of -arrangement, however much it
might be felt in after years, would not attract notice so long as the persons
who had made, and were acquainted with it, were at hand to be consulted;
but even then Goverhment and partjes interested in obtaining information
were entirely at the mercy of these walking indexes.

11. Another most important omission on the part of the record-keepers
under the Commissioner is, that no means were left by them for ascertaining
the sources whence the various papers they had arranged were derived ; con-~
sequently, with regard to many of the papers, it is now impossible to determine
whether they had been originally found among the Peshwa’s records, or after~
wards collected by the Commissioner of the Deccen from different quarters.

12. The arrangement made by the Amanutdars for putting the records in
order, though imperfect, appears to me to be as good as could be expected,
considering the restricted amount of their establishment. Many of their
catalogues are drawnup in a manner sufficiently in detail without being
unnecessarily minute, and those which are too indefinite principally refer to

* M d ded to the H ble Mr. Eiphi ’s Report on the Territories

PF

conquered from the Peshwa,
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classes of papers, the contents of which. could not have beey exhibited in the
catalogues without an examination much more detailed and difficult than
their opportunities and establishment admitted of the Amanutdars making ;
indeed, as regards many of those classes of documents, the general catalogues
must have been made before the Amanutdars could have entered upon others
embracing more detail.
. 13, The following appear to me to be the chief defects in the arrangements
of the ‘Amanutdars :—
1.—That no means wers taken to secure the identification of the papers
in such a manner that others could not be surreptitiously substituted.
I1.~That in the same bundles, and in the same catalogue, papers emi-
nently useful were entered with others which ought to have been thrown
on ond side es not being of the slightest utility.
I11.—~That documents were put up as whole which were formed of parts,
some of which parts are useful and others the coutrary; each part being
» capable of easy separation, without at all affecting the integrity of those
really important.

14. l.—As regards the want of means for the identification of papers, it
will be readily understood that no catalogue, however complete, can secure the
identification of the papers it refers to. For example, a paper containing the
estimate of the revenue of a particular district for 2 particular year may be
abstracted, and another substituted with the heading or preliminary paragraph
and the different totals to tally with those of the abstracted document, whilst
the items may be altogether different.

15. In paragraph 11 of the Government letter to the Agent for Sirdars in
the Deccan, No. 1041, of the 4th September 1835, it was ordered that this
facility for fraud should be prevented by the stamping of each paper with a
seal engraved by Mint machinery, so as not easily to be imitated. Only a
part of the correspondence regarding this seal is among the papers with
which you favoured me, but it would appear from the Government letter of
19th April 1841 to the Agent for Sirdars in the Deccan, No. 1262, that the seal
furnished by the Mint had been found useless (probably in consequence of
the inscription having been too complex to be taken off with ink), and, con-
sequently, that Government bad ordered that one ehould be made * without
loss of time by any common silversmith” at Poona. Government, in giving
this order, observed that “ It is of very little importance whether the geal
is well or ill executed; in either case it will serve to authenticate the
documents, which is all that is required.”

16. With deference, I beg to observe that s seal made by a “ common
silversmith at Poona” could be imitated by any other of the same trade;
and, therefore, that the stamping of papers with such a seal would be of no
value as & precautionary measure.

17. Ultimstely, the plan of stampmg was virtually abandoned Govern-
ment deciding (letter to Agent for Sirdars in the Deecan, dated 14th October
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1841, No. 3118) that even those papers which were to be transmitted to the
different Collectorates need not be stamped before leaving the Duftur.

18, II.—As regards the cataloguing and arranging of useless as well as of
important documents of the Amanutdars, Ballajee Punt Nuthoo was not resid-
ing at Poona during the time I was employed inthe Duftur; but with the others
I had occasional opportunities of conversiug.” They allowed the force of the
objection I had urged, but pointed out that the evil was one which could at
any afier-time be remedied, and that they had not felt themselves at liberty
to reject or to destroy any documents connected with the Duftur, as such
rejection and destruction might afterwards have been misrepresented or miscon-~
strued. And they alsa’pointed out that they themselves could not have been
constantly present during the assorting, snd' they would not have dared to
delegate any such power of selection to their subordinates.

19. There are some of the documents whick the Amanutdars were right in
not authorising their establishment to reject, as though, from their headings and
the upper items, the probabilities were that they might have been set aside as
useless, some of them would, on detailed examination, have been found to
@ontain entries of some importance,—for instance the % Nugdee Taleebunds”
or abstract statements of cash transactions. Not one out of a hundred
of these is of the slightest use; still in the hundredth there may be some
entry which shows where facts of importance regarding grants, resumptions,
&e. are tq be found. .

“ 20. There are, however, other papers which might have been rejected in
the most summary manner,—such, for instance, as muster rolls of Sebundees,
pey abstracts, lists of contents of granaries, memoranda of fort stores, &e.

21, To show the number of useless documents put up by the Amanutdars,
I may mention that of the three hundred and forty-three bundles, or fifteen
tattoo-loads, sent me by them in February 1842, from Poona, the papers
which ought to have been selected, as actually or probably useful, would fill
about one hundred and eighty bundles,® sufficient to form a load for seven
tattoos. .

22, II1.—The not having separated the important parts of documents of a
mixed character from the portion altogether unimportant. The papers in which
separation was most urgently required, and might have been most readily
thus made, were the Rozkhirds and the Ghurneas.

23. The Hoozoor Rozkhirds or Peshwa's diary consist of three separate
parts,—ls, the Pota; 2ad, the Rowasudgee; 3rd, the Duffeta. No two
parts are written on the same fold, but the translations of each day form
within themselves a whole.

- 24. The Pota is again subdivided into two parts, the Jumma and the
Khurch, each of‘which is written on separate folds, The former is useful, as it
contains entries gf receipts in which reference is frequently made to the terms

* Tnolud;

g those referring to districts in the Madras and Mooghlace territoriex.
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tind dates on which alienations of land and revenue were made, gtants resumed,
districts given in farm, &c. The Khurch portion is altogether, useless, as it
only shows, in minute and particular detail, the amount paid out of the Trea-
sury on account of food, clothes, paper, alms, allowance to household troops, &c.

25. The Rowasudgee, in which are adjusted transactions connected with
bills granted by Government in favour of jts creditors, pemsioners, &c. on
different chiefs, local officers, and others, from whom public revenue was due,
is ustful, as containing references similar to those ment.'\oned 88 appearing in
the Jumina portion of the Pota,

26. The Duffeta was that portion of the diary in whlch all grants, re-.
sumptions, orders for farming districts and villages, appointments of revenue
officers, &c. are noted.

27. "Bhe Khurch, or useless portion, exceeds by at least three-fourths the
whale of the rest, and, being writien on separate sheets, or rather folds, could
readily have been set aside, and thus the bulk of the whole been diminished,
and reference to the portion really useful facilitated. I may mention that
the diaries which I brought with me from Poona of the officers employed in
this province filled two hundred and forty-two large bundles, or twenty tat-
too-loads, but by the rejection of the folds containing the Khurch entries
they have been now reduced tp twenty-five very large bundles, or three tat-
too-loade.

28. The Ghurneas may be explained, in general ferms, as conteining, or
being intended to contain, a classification, under their various heads, of the
several details, useful and useless, to be found in the Rozkhirds and other
accounts : useful, such as copies of Inam grants, lists of alienated villages,
‘Wurshasuns, &c. ; useless, such as clothing expenses, charges for food, pay ta
troops, &c. These Ghurneas fill two thousand six hundred end pinety-two
bundles, many of them of o very large size, My selections of those containing
useful papers, relating, some exclusively, and others partially, to this province,
filled thirty very large bundles, and, to the best of my recollection, selections
of all that is calculated to be of use in other provinces would not il two
hundred and fifty more; thus enabling the bal of useless matter, t
ing to say two th d four hundred bundles, to be destroyed.

29, "There is & question for consideration,—viz. whether, by abstract
statements judiciously framed, the necessity of constantly referring to the
bulky documents of the Duftur might not be obviated.

30. The Amanutdars, in paragraph 7 of their Report * of 23rd September
1835, state that “The first apartment of the Duftur Palace is occupied
with the Murathee records of the Agent's Court, and on inquiry of their
nature from the Agent’'s Sheristedar, he informed us that they were abstracts
of the Peshwa's Duftur, taken during the administration of the late Com-
missioner, together with statements, lists, and abstracts.”

* To Agent for Sirdars. Translation forwarded by that Officer to Government, with his
Ietter dated 9th October 1835, No, 350,
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31 Captain Macleod, in his Memorandum above alluded to (paragraph 9),
states that “ Full and complete statements of all allowances, a8 Surinjam (Fouz
and Zat), Tynat, and such like, have been made out, and also lists of all Inams,
Dewusthans, and Suwusthans, Dhurmadaws, Kitta, Wurshasuns, Nemnooks,
Khyrats, allowances 0. Peers and Fakeers and Mosques, Balpurwurshee,
Maaf, Bukshish, Dehengee, Mezwanee, garden and Sunudee lands, Watun
lands of Zemindars for the Decean, Carnatic, and Khandeish, and the Peshwa's
provinces in the Nizam’s country, which have also been translated, and for-
warded in Murathée and English to the Collectors. Similar lists of the Konkun
and Guzerat are in progress ; the Dufturs of the Konkun for the last ten
years have been sent ta Bombay. Abstracts of the produce, deductions, and
net revenue of the whole eountry, during the last year of Bajee Rao, have been
framed by districts, Pagunas, and Mabals, and in more than half the coun-
try by separate villages, For the purpose of authenticating the above lists,
each item has been compared with the accounts of the two different periods,
viz. the latest in the Duftur from whence it was taken, and another of from
fifteen to twenty years preceding ; and very often three or four different periods
of accounts have been compared. The accurate carrespoendence which has
been observed ameng them is very remarkable. In many cases, the particular
dates and circamstances of the original grants have been examined * # .

Of these staternents, lists, and abstracts, I have brought to Dharwar all
exclusively or partially relating to the Carnatic.

32. The “ lists of all Inams, Dewusthans,” &ec. are not - explanatory of the
_terms on which the grants enumerated therein were made ; and although they
mey embrace all the grants which appeared in such of the accounts as were
forthcoming, and were deemed authentic at the time Captaic Macleod drew
up his Memorandum, they do not include many grants which other docu-
ments, undoubtedly genuine, now show to be unquestionably valid. The
lists are also,.unfortunately, deficient as showing neither the authorities, that
is the particular records from which they were compiled, nor the dates of
those records. .

33. The abstract statements, though drawn up with great labour and care,
are likewise imperfect as regards quotations of authorities and dates. More-
over, the want of any heading to some of these abstracts, and too much
sbbreviation in the items composing others, prevent the inquirer in afier
times from knowing whet many of them were intended to show, uatil he
perchance recoguises them after arriving at the same conclusions by »
laborions selection and collection of d ts, probably the very same from
which the abstract had been drawn out. The impression on my mind is that
most of these abstracts were framed, not for the purpose of being useful at
after periods, but rather as notes of reference prepared by the subordinate
employés previous to explaining to the Head Karbaree, and by the Head
Karbaree previous to explaining to the C issi and his Assistants, the
facts elicited from an inspection of the records bearing on pasticular subjects
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then under inquiry, I have also met with several rough, &nd now useless
memoranda, which, apparently, were prepared to enable the framers of the
abstract statement in question to refresh their memories as to, the documents
o which reference was to be made, in the event of the officer for whose inforé .
mation the statements had been drawn out inquiring as to the authorities for
the facts therein stated.

34, The preparation at any geneml, or even at any local Record Office, of
abstrakls from.the revenue documents relating to individual villages, or to in-
dividual Talookas, would not do away with the necessity of referring to those
documents ; a8 each ease on which the documents bear has-its own distinctive
features, and some particulars which might not appear of importance sufficient
to be embodied in & general absfract might yet be of the greatest importance
as elucidating a particular subject of inquiry. Moreover, a simple catalogue
would readily embrace information sufficient to enable an inquirer to lay his
hand on the whole of the papers likely to assist him in his investigation regard-
ing any particular case.

35. But there are papers of a'more general nature, such as the Rozkhirds,
Ghurneas, and Bheras, the important portion,of the contents of which could
not possibly be catalogued, but which might be and ought to be condensed
in abstract and tabular statements, in such a manner as to enable an officer |
to ascertain, without the trouble and delay of visiting the Record Office itself;
where in the original records there existed any entries throwing light on a
particular subject regerding which he might bappen to be inquiring,

36. Captain Macleod mentions in his Memorandum (quoted above, para-
graphs 9 and 31), that “ with a view to tlte final and ready adjustment of any.,
disputed title, and to ensure immediate referende, an extract has been made '
from the Duftur, particularly the Rozkhirds, of the date and suthority of all
grants whatever, and of all forfeitures or restorations of grants from the begin-
ning of the Duftur to the year 1776, and is now in progress towards the pre-
sent time. It is arranged alphubetically by the names of the grantees, like
Native Khutawnee, containing under each the date, circumstances, and parti-
culars of all Sunuds, grants, or ellowances that were made, resumed, or re-
stored by Government, This has been 8 work of much labour, but, when
finished, will form a table of authentic reference, by which any question or
doubt which may at & future time arise can at once be settled.”

37. From thé Khutawnee or ledger I selected and brought with me to
Dharwar all the folds containing entries regarding the Carnatic. The authori-
ties for the different entries are not quoted, bat most of them appear to have
been drawn from the Duffeta portion of the Peshwa's diary. To render the com-~
pilatiod, which even in its present state is of considerable use, capable of answer-
ing the purposes indicated in paragraph 35, it is necessary that the entries should

be carefully collated with those in the Jumma portion of the Pota and the
Rowasudgee of the Peshwa's diary, as well as with the entries in the jouruals
of the officers employed in the different provinces. as also with the Ghurneas,
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Bheras, Amases, and other principal accounts; and that extracts should be
made frorh those accounts of all registries of grants, resumptions, &c. &¢. which
ought to have appeared in the Peshwa's Dulffeta, but which, in consequence
of the loss of some of the folds, and other circumstances, are not now to be
found there. These added, a table of contents should be drawn out in such a
form as would enable a person making reference to ascertain at & glance what
particular districts; villages, &c. were affected by each entry.

38. Until sueh a compendium is prepared, great power must of necessity -

be delegated to the subordinate officers employed to search the principal do-
enments for the entries on any sabject, and the power is the greater that
orders, grants, &c.recorded in one diary, Ghurnea, or Bhera, &c. may have
been .cancelled or modified in a subsequent one. The labour of search, also,
is enhanced by the fact that it by no means follows that a Sunud of any parti-
eular date has been recorded under that date ; indeed, very often the entry wilt
be found vecorded many days subsequent or previous to the date which the
Bunud bears.

. 39. 'The Amanutdars cannot be held at all blamable for not having made
any abstract or tabular statements, as their preparation would have occupied
2 larger establishment than they had at their disposal, and required a degree
of personal superintendence which their own duties end avocations would have

! left them no leisure to bestow.

+-40. X now rewains for me to notice the documents which have not been
indexed or mrranged by the Amanutdars. Some of these are in bundles,
placed in upstair roome sufficiently commeodious and airy to prevent the
ehance of injury, and it is evident, from the labellings and sundry index Hsts,
-that several of them were examiried, and, t6 a certain degree, arranged by the
establishment of the Commissioner of ﬂxe Deccan. There are also immense
quantities of loose papeis, ®ith, beeasional bundles scattered among them,
which I found in dxﬁferent r6oms and closets, subject todamage from damp,
vermin, &c.

4}, Mr. Mills, in paragraph 18 of his letter No. 177, of 11th June 1841
appears to make no distinction between the loose and scattered papers and
those better cared for; but states regarding the whole, that they are not
likely to compensate for the trouble of search.

492. 1 examined all the better eared for bundles, and selected from them
papers which filled eighty-six cloths ; many of these papers have been found
of particular importance. The papers rejected by me, and left at Poona as
Bot containing any information bearing on the Carnatie (although many of
them are important as regards other districts), filled 3,380 bundles.

43, The loose and scattered papersd had no time to examine, but I took
the precaution of moving them into the best rooms I could find available, for
the purpose of sealing up _the doors, and of covering the open windows and
lattice~work with cloths secured by seals. I took out, at random, some of the
papers, and am convinced that theugh many of them are useless, enough would



51

be found to fully compensate the labour and expense of search; and I am of
opinion that among them would be discovered many of the documents relating
to the Carnatic which the Inem Committee have found to be deficient. It
is almost needless to say that the state in which they are defies any harried
attempt at selection for the purpose of surreptitious abstraction.

44. I cannot help®considering, as fraught with danger of many kinds, the
measure edopted by Government of directing the Agent to send the selected
paperd of districts and villages to the head quarters of the different Zillas,
before some provision has been made sufficient to guard against the possibility
of fraud, either by abstraction and substitution of papers, or by affording faci-
lities for persons preferring claims to shape their statements so that they can-
not be contraveried by the Duftur records.

45. It is true that Government; when deciding, as mentioned in paragraph
17, that the records need not be marked before leaving the Duftur, ordered
that, after reaching the place of destination, the Collectors “should rot -allow
them to pass into the records of their own offices until duly stamped in their
presence, or that of an Asasistant” (paragraph 3 of letter to Agent for Sirdars,
dated 14th October 1841, No. 3118) ; but it might be worth while to ascertain
how far these instructions have been obeyed, and it should be recollected that,
even if they have been fully complied with, copies of the Collector’s seal are
generally multiplied for his Assistants, and that as they are used ratherasa’
matter of form than as & means of authentication, they are often in the hands
of the subordinates of the office, who, consequently, have ampl¢ opportunities
of stamping any document which it may be intended to frandulently introduce
into the Duftur. ,

46. T would recommend the adoption of the suggestion, made by Messra.
Mills and W, E. Frere in their joint report* of Ist June 1839, for altering the
size and arrangement of the numerous fooms and closets in which the assort-
ed bundles of records.are now placed ; at present, unperceived entering from
without can only be prevented by sealing up a large number of doors and
windows. .

- 47. 1In conclusion, I beg to repeat my warm acknowledgments for the
precautionary mensures taken by you previous to my arrival et Poona, and for
the encouragement and assist you subsequently so liberally afforded me.

I have the honour to be, &e.

(Signed) H. E. Gorosmip,
Late Member of the Inam Committee,

Dlummr, 11k szruavy 1845.
(True copy)
(Signed) H. E. Gowrbsup,
Late Member of the Inam Committee.

* Parsgraph 6 of Joint Repart fomrdnd to Government by Agent for Sirdars, with letter’
dated 11ch June 1341, No, 177, .
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No. 4087 or 1845.

PoriTicaL DrPARTMENT.
To Joux Warbzn, Esq,, .
-- Agent for Sirdars in the Deccan, Poona.

S1r,—I am directed toacknowledge the receipt of yon:r letter No. 46, dated
the 28th February last, forwarding copy of a communication from Mr, Golds-
mid, late Member of the Inam Comumittee, dated the 1lth of the same
month, submitting a report upon the present state of the Poona Dufter.

2. Inreply, 1 ans desired to inform you that Mr. Goldsmid is deserving of
the thanks and ¢ hdation of Gover t for the zeal and interest which
he has evinced in the examination and arrangement of these voluminous
records.

3. Mr. Goldsmid, however, shows that much remains yet to be done to
complete this examination, and to select from these records those of the
greatest importance: as this, however, will entail considerable expense upon
Government, since it would sppear inexpedient to employ any but European
agency upon this delicate and important duty, a reference is about to be made to
the Honorsble the Court of Directors for their instructions upon this subject.

4, Io the mem time, I am instructed to request that every care may be
used to prevent any of these important documents from being abstracted or
tampered with, and na Native should be permitted to have to the
places where these records are deposited, except in the presence of his Euro~
pean superior. ) . ’

5. With reference to the 3rd paragraph of Mr. Acting Secretary Blane's
letter No. 3118, dated the 14th October 1841, I am desired to draw your
attention to the 25th paragraph of Mr. Goldsmid’s present report, and to
request that you will be pleased to state how far the instructions of Govern-
ment in regard to the stamping of the documents sent out of the Duftur have
been acted upon.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) E. H. Towxsenp,
Bombay Castle, 25¢th August 1845. Secretary to Government,

No. 183 or 1845,
Pourricar DepanrTuenT,
From the Agexr ror SirDaRs 1N vHE DEccan,
To the Carer SsceeraRy To (GovErRvMenT, Bombay.
Dated Poong, 30th October 1845.
Sir,—In obedience to the orders conveyed in Mr. Secretary Townsend's
letter No. 4087, dated 25th August last, I requested the Collectors to state
how far the instructions of Government in regard to the stamping of the
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documents sent out of the Poona Duftur have been acted upon, and I have
now the honour to submit, for the information of His Honour in Council,
the substance of the replies received from them.

1.. The Collector of Sholapore, in his reply No. 388, dated 6th of last
month, informs me thet the documents transferred tg his Collectorate were im-
pressed. with his seal in the presence of his Third Assistant. -

2. The Collector of Rutnagherry acquaints me, in his reply No. 1058, dated
6th of Yast month, that the documents transferred to his Collectorate amount
to 670,968, of which 3,859 were stamped at Poona ; that he will now see
that the remainder are properly stamped, and the whole placed entirely under
the charge.of his Dufturdar, in whose integrity he has every confidence, and
that no one is allowed admission into the record-room except a Karkoon em-
ployed under his Dufturdar.

8. The Collector of Kaira, in his answer No, 123, dated 25th of last month,

informs me that the documents transferred to his Collectorate were duly
stamped in the pr of his pred or, Mr. Kirkland, and are lodged in
the Treasury as e separate Duftar,
+ 4. The Collector in Khandeish, in his letter No. 985, dated 30th of last
month, states that the records had been allowed to pass into his office without
being stamped, and that he is unable to ascertain how this omission occurred ;
and that he would take immediate measures to have them delivered over to one
of his Assistants, who will both sign and seal each paper. .

6. The Acting Collector of Tanna, in his reply No. 1273, dated 1st of
this month, states that the instructions of Government were not acted upon .
when the records of the Poona Duftur arrived, owing to his not being aware,
until the receipt of my letter, of the existence of such instructions ; that he has
personally inspected the seals on the original packets which came from Poona,
and there appeared to be no reason to believe they had been opened on the
road. They have eince, he informs me, been kept locked up, the key being
in the custody of his Dufturdar.

I have the honour to be, &e.

(Signed) Jomn WaxrDzN,
Agent’s Office, Pooua, 30tk October 1845. Agent.

No. 5320 ov 1845.
PorrTicat DEpARTMENT.
To Jors Warpex, Esq., ‘
Agent for the Sirdars in the Deccan, Poona.
Sir,~I am directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to acknow-

ledge the receipt of your letter No. 183, dated the 30th ultimo, relative to the
stamping of the Poona records transferred to the several Collectorates under
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this Presidency, and in reply to observe that there appears to have been great
remissness on the part of the Collectors of Rutnagherry, Khandeish, and Tanns,
in not having ettended to the orders of Government on this subject.

2. With reference to paragraphs 2 and 5 of your letter, I am desired to
refer you to the 4th paragraph of Mr. Secretary Townsend’s letter No. 4087,
dated the 25th August last, directing that “ no Native should be permitted to
have access to the places where these records are deposited, except in the
presence of his European superior,” and to request that you will impress
upon the different Collectors in whose offices these records are deposited the
necessity of carefully attending to this order.

have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) J. P. WiLroveusy,
Chief Secretary to Government.
Bowbay Castle, 24th November 1845,



INAM COMMISSION.

No. 3187 or 1848,

Terarroriar DeparrMEnt, REVENUR,
To W. Courrsey, Esq.,
Acting Secretary to Government.

* Sim,~With reference to paragraph 4 of the Government letter dated 31st
December last, No. 5465, 1 have the honour to submit a report from the Inam
Commissioner, dated 1st July last, on his proceedings up to the end of 1847,
which ie so clear and full as to leave me but little to say in addition.

2, Tha first twelve paragraphs contain the history and origin of the Inam
Commission up to the time reported on, exhibiting the extent of the abuses
which called for its formation in a manner that needs no comment; the only
subject for regret ig, that a similar Commission does not exist in each Collec-.
torate of the Southern Division.

3. The nature of the work done by the Commission is next (para,gmpbs

15, 16) explained, and in paragraph 17 three inct stat ts are cont
exhibiting the work brought before the Commission up to the end of 1847
and the bes of cases decided in that time, The number of claims recorded

up to the end of 1847 was 15,954. The number reported by the Commission
was 1,610, of which thirty-three were claims to entire villages. Considering
that many of these claims required lengthened reports, and a careful sifting of
old records, the work done by the Commission during the period reported on
is, I submit, very creditable to the Superintendeut’s industry.

4. The Superintendent shows (paragraph 18) that he has collected nume-
rous records, from both district and village officers, which will doubtless prove
more or less useful. The Superintendent will not fail to take care of these
documents, and they should, | submit, be punctually returned to their owners,
when the occasion for retaining them has ceased. Several complaints bave
been made to me by hereditary officers, that old records produced by them
before European officers have been permaneutly retained, and when once
immersed in all the rubbish of & Collector’s Kutch they are rarely after
wards discovered.

6. The expenses of the Commirsion during 1847 wre shown in paragraph
19. Mr. Hart estimates the value of Inams d for r ption at
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Rs. 18,623 of annual income. With his postscript of 13th July the Comumis-
sioner forwards three tables, which afford the following information :—~

Expense of the Inam Commission since its institution.......Rs. 66,395

Revenues recovered by its Jabours ...iceviniiiiiineen., 40,748
two years of whose proceeds would thus cover the expenses of the Commission.

6. Mr. Hart shows that under the present system his work will be tedious,
end the probable period of its completion is uncertain: were it much facili-
tated in its work, it would, I fear, be no easy matter for this department to
dispose of all its cases a5 they arrived.

- 1 have the honour to be, &ec.
(Signed) E. H. Townsexp,
Revenue Commissioner Southern Division.
Revenue Commy.’s Office, Poona, 3rd October 1848.

No. 697.
To D. A. Brang, Esq,,
Revenue Commissioner Northern Division, in temporary Charge
Southern Division.
Sir,~—In pursuance of the instructions contained in the Government letter
to the Revenue Commissioner Southern Division, No. 5465, dated 3lat
.December 1847, an extract from which (paragraphs 1 o 4) accompanied Mr.
Townsend’s endorsement to my address, No. 28, dated 5th January 1848, I
have now the honour to report the progress of the Inam Commission’s labours
up to the close of 1847. As this is the first report of the kind yet submitted,
it may be well that it should farnish some general recapitulation of the cir-
cumstances which have led to the constitution of the Commission, as well as
of its occupation during the past year only ; and I therefore propose to touch
briefly on the following topics, viz :-—
Paras. 2 t0 12. L—The circumstances which led to the appointment of
the Inam Commission as at present constituted.
Paras. 13 to 18. I1.—The nature of its duti€h, and the progress made in
their fulfilment especizlly, during the past year.
Paras. 19 and 20. IIL.—The expenses of the Commission, and the effect
of its work of last year on the revenues of Government.
Para. 21.  IV.—The probable period of the completion of its investigations.
2. It has long been notorious that numerous portions of the Mahals in the
Southern Muratha Country have become alienated from Government, as Inam,
in an anauthorised and frandulent manner. Various attempts were made by
the Peshwa’s Government to check this abuse; but, as was to be expected in
districts so remote from the seat of Gover t, so constantly subjected to
change of management, so incessantly vexed by invasions and rebelhons, by the
depredations of plundering adventurers, and by the quarrels and consequent
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ravages of the Jagheerdars and great officers who held them, end so mis-
managed by dishonest Komavisdars, these attempts always failed, and the
unsuthorised proceedings by which land was alienated from the State
became more and more frequent with the progress of the mismanagement
and anarchy which reached their height during the reign of Bajee Rao, the
last Peshwa.

3. When Bir Thomas Munro took possession of the Southern Muratha
Country in A D. 1817-18, he noticed the abuses which existed with respect
to the fraudulent uncquisition of Inams, &c. as well as to their unauthorised
resumption ; although, so long as he retained charge of the province, it was in
8 state too unsettled to admit of these being deliberately rectified.

4, For instance,-when writing to the Honorable Mr. Elphinstone, in a
letter dated 8th March 1818, in camp near Belgaum, he says, on the subject
of charitable and religious expenses in these districts +—

“ A large portion of them will be found to have arisen from unauthorised
grants and other frauds. The whole should be carefully investigated after
peace is restored end the couantry settled, and such part of the expenditure as
is of modern date, and not duly authorised, shonld be stopped This course is
‘followed by the Native Govemments at every new succession, and frequently
more than once in the same reign.”

Again, in & letter to Mr. Elphinstone dated 28th August 1818, he writes,—
“ Many Inems will be found on examination fo have been given clandestinely
by revenue officers without euthority. Every one, from the Kurnum of a
village to the Sursoobah of the Carnatic, grants both lands and pensions. The
Sursoobeh or his deputy, when he is about to quit his office, fabricates a
number of Inam Sunuds; he gives away some and seils the rest. The new
Sursoobah resumes some, but continues a part of them. When such Inems
have not by long possession become in some degree the fair property of the
poesessors, they ought to be resumed.”

5. In A D. 1819, the year following that in which the above letter was
dated, Mr. Elphinstone, as Commissioner in the ceded and conquered pro-
vinces, prescribed some rules for the settlement of Inam claims. In the letter
with which these rules wevrs circulated he stated that it was not intended that
any general scrutiny should at once be d, and indeed he did not
seam to consider his rules as yet altogether perfected ; for in the same letter he
requested his subordinates to offer any questions and suggestions that might
occur to them on the subject. That, however, he even then looked forward
to a more extended scrutidy of Inam claims, and well knew its necessity, is
evident from another paragraph of the letter already alluded to, in which he
writes —“ When our system is more matured, perhaps a year hence, it will
“be expedient to add, as a further reward to officers discovering recent fraudu-
lent alienations, & grant of the revenue of the year in which the resumption
takes place.”

6. The first general scrutiny commenced after the introduction of the
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present Government was that instituted by Mr. Thackeray, Principal Col-
lector of Dharwar, whose death at Kittoor prevented its completion. Since then,
inquiries have been resumed at times by several Collectors and their Assist-
ants ; but their proceedings have always been desultory, and the decisions
consequent on them isolated; and though every Collector has assented to
the necessity of a thorough investigation, and some have even commenced to
make one, none such was ever completed, nor was even any general register
of the alleged titles of the lands held as Inam ever drawn up, the only one
commenced having been abandoned before completion. All this was to have
been expected, from the insufficiency of European officers which - was always
experienced in the new Collectorates, or, rather, from the want of a particular
office specially appropriated to the settlement of the emormous number of
alleged Inams in existence; for it is probable that if half the amount of labour
which has been expended by constantly changing Collectors and their Assist-
ants, each desultorily working at his own plan, had been concentrated and
methodised by such an office, & tolerably eomplete settlement might have
been long ago effected.

7. There was, however, another and an essential deficiency in all the
investigations commenced, which has certainly in some cases vitiated the
decisions passed on them, not only by local officers but by the Bombay
Government and the Honorable Court of Directors. I allude to the necessity
which existed of wholly trusting for evidence to the assertions of interested
persons, either unsupported, or supported only by accounts lately given in by
them or lately obtained in these districts, for the genuineness of which there
could, of course, be no guarantee. The Peshwa’s Duftur was then virtually
inaccessible, and almost unknown.

8. On the appointment of Mr, Goldsmid as Superintendent of the revised
Revenue Survey and Assessment in this province, he was naturally startled
by the enormous proportion of land alienated in the shape of Inams, &c. in the
two Collectorates of Dharwar and Belgaum, Besides the whole Mahals entively
assigned as Jagheer and Surinjam} he found about seven kundred entire villages
alienated out of the Khalsat Mahals of both Collectorates, and in the balance
of 2,452 villages left for Government, and Kkalsat by denomination, he esti-
mated the number of minor alienations at about sixty thousand estates®; the
share left for Government, even in these its Khalsat villages, not averaging
one-half thereof!

9. On Mr. Goldsmid commencing to investigate the origin of this extra-
ordinary and almost incredible state of things, he was able to collect informa-
tion and accounts from different quarters which tended to show that many of
the multitude of alleged Inams in this province were surreptitious alienations,
and being aware of the immense importance of the Poona Duftur as evidence

* The Tnam Commissioner’s returns show that they then amounted to 59,967, But the
Iapss of Tasgaum, &c. will greatly i the number bo be inquired into,
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on this subject, he as long ago as the 25th September 1841 suggested to
Government the expediency of taking additional measures of precaution lest
the Poona records should fall into the hands of the local revenue officers here ™
before being carefully examined.

10. Government, on the 7th October 1841, in a letter, No. 3001, in the
Territorial Department, assented to, Mr. Goldsmid’s suggestions, and he was
subsequently deputed to Poona to collect and make arrangements for the
safe custody of the records relating to the Southern Muratha Country, a
duty which he had completed, as far as it was then posslble, by the end of
A. D. 18427

11. Being in possession of these important records, and so far prepared to
investigate, under more favourable circumstances than had fallen to the lot of
any other officer, the numerous claims for Inams in this pravince, the Super-
intendent wrote to the Revenue Commissioner Southern Division his letter
No. 131, dated 9th February 1843, and subsequently to Government his
letter No. 178, dated 4th“May 1843, the result of which was the appointment,
by the Chief Secretary’s letter No. 2054, dated 16th June 1843, of a
Committee, composed of Mr. Goldsmid, and Moro Punt, Principal Sudder
Ameen, for the purpose of investigating the fifles of pessons holding villages,
end lands as Inam in several of the Talookss of this province.

12. On the 17th Janvary 1844, in conformity with the Chief Secretary’s
letter to the Revenue Commissioner Southern Division, No, 195, I was
added to the above Committee; but subsequently, owing to the successive
removal of my colleagues, was, in November 1844, left unassisted in the
investigation until September 1847, when Captain M. F, Gordon was
appointed to assist me.

13. Such is a brief sketch of the circumstances which led to the Inam
investigation, and the present constitution of the Commission appointed to
conduct it. I shall next describe the extent and nature of the duties which
this Commission has had to perform.

14. On the 16th June 1843, Government, in the Chief Secretary’s letter
No. 20564, directed that the Inam inquiry should be commenced in the Ta-
Jookas of Hooblee and Nowlgoond. On the 16th September following,
investigation was, by the Chief Secretary’s letter No. 3035 of 1843, extended,
so as to include titles to Inams consisting of whole villages in the other
Talockas of the Southern Muratha Country, and on the 17th January 1844,
by the Chief Secretary's letter No, 195, to all Inams in that province; to which
was added the duty of reporting on the emoluments, &c. of village and district
hereditary officers. .On the 20th July 1845, the Commissioner’s duties were,
under orders from the Honorable the Court of Directors, communicated in
Mr. Secretary Townsend's letter No. 5693, again confined to the Talockas of
Hooblee and Nowlgoond ; but, on the 28th April following, they were
finally extended to the whole Southern Muratha Country, under orders
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from the Honorable Court,* intimated in the Government letter No, 2144
of 1846.

15. The work performed by the agency of the Inam Commission since its
establishment has principally consisted in receiving the statements 6f Inam-
dars, and recording the evidence by which they are supported ; translating and
submitting these statements for the decision of Government; investigating
and reporting on miscellaneons matter referred by Government and various
officers as likely to be elucidated by the Peshwa’s records ; and reporting, in con-
junction with the Superintendent Revenue Survey, on the condition and
proposed settlement of the village and district hereditary officers and service
establishments.

16. During the period intervening between the 26th Mayand 20th Novem-
ber 1847, instead of reporting each case for the decision of Government, 1 |
myself, under the authority deputed to me by the Chief Secretary’s letter
No. 1900 of 1847, passed decisions, subject to appeal; but in consequence of
Government being led to doubt the legality of this mode of procedure, I have,
since the Iast of the above dates, under orders conveyed in the Government
letter No. 4835 of 1847, reverted to the system of reporting each case as be-
fore for the decision of Gover t, my reports being, however, now submit-
ted through your department, instead of direct.

17. The following tables will show the proportion of work completed by
the Inam Commission last year, as compared with those preceding :— '

TABLE I
Number of Claims to Inams received and recorded, up to the close of
A. D. 1847,
Natuse of Clatms. " {Ustoclossl yu 1847, Towr
x
Whole villages as Inam .. 60 23 83 .
Estates in Government mlhges ................. 14,025 | - 1,846 | 15,871
Total' . { 14,085 1,869 | 15,954

* The orders of the Honorable the Court of Directors here alinded to were tontained in
plragmphn 14 to 18of a letter, No. 25, to the Government of Bombay, dated 18th Febrasry

1846, in which they direct the ion of the Inam i igation to the whole of the Southern
Muratha Country, recognising the decisions of Gov on the C ission’s reports then
submitted to them as “based on just and liberal principles,” and repeat their “ approbation
of the apirit in which the Commission had d their inguiries,” hoping that the fur.
ther i igations of the Commission, and the decisions passed th might be “ charae-
terised by the ssme spiri¢ of liberal ideration ¢ de the occup 23 marks those which

huve been reported,” &e.
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TABLE II.

Number of Claims disposed of by the Inam Commission before the close of A. D.
1847, whether by Report to Government or by Decisions passed under the
authority conveyed in the Chicf Secretary’s letter No. 1900 of 1847.

Claims disposed of up to tha i .
 closs of 1846, Claims disposed of in 1847.

Nhthre of Claims.

By By By By
Report. | Deciston. Total | Report. |Deciston. | ToW-

Claims to whole villages| . .
askoam .......... 12 . 12 10 11 21
Claims to estates in Go-|
vernment villages, . .. 850 . 850 e 627 627
Total..| . B53 . 862 10 638 648
TABLE I1l.

Number of Claims on which the Decisions of Government were declared, up to
the close of A. D. 1847,

Up to the
Nature of Declaiona, close of | In 1847. ] Total
1848, °
On ¢laims to whole villages.as Inam.........cooevernn. 8 4 12
On claims to estates claimed a8 Inam in Government| !
villages .orennecienas vevunn V eatesresniiissesanees vennef 830 . 850
Total.....| 858 4 | se2

18. Besides the work mentioned in the above tables, a good deal of work
of other descriptions has been effected up to the close of the past year.
Classified lists bave been made of the Inams in each Talooka, which, from
the death of the holders or other causes, have been referred to the Inam Com-
mission by the Collectors of Dharwar end Belgaum as seeming to require
eapecial attention. The cases thus filed and arranged for decision amonnt to
two thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight. Large quantities of records have
been collected from the district officers of the Belgaum and Dharwar Collec-
torates, and from the village officers: throughout the whole Southern Muratha
Country, which, though not very trustworthy, will be of use so far as they are
corroborated by more authentic accounts ; and as each district and village officer
has furnished a declaration that he has kept back none, the collection of them
will, at least, prevent the danger of a future fabrication of ancient “ accounts™
by the officers in question. This work is still in progress. Statements of the
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village officers in several Talookas have also been taken, and are still being
received, regarding the Dewusthan establishments of their villages ; classified
lists have been prepared of all lands held as Inam in each Talooka of the Bel-
gaum and Dharwar Collectorates; village lists, showing the extent, value,
&c. of each Inam in each village of the Dharwar Collectorate, and the history
of its' continuance since the introduction of the present Government, have
been completed, and the preparation of similar lists commenced for the Bel-
gaum villages. Information has been afforded on various references from Go-
vernment, the Revenue C issioner, the Resident at Sattara, the Political
Agent Southern Muratha Country, and the Collectors of Dharwar and Bel-
gaum. Some of the cases in which such references have been made were of
much importance,—as, for instance, those of the Nurgoond Chief’s application
for leave £ adopt, and the question as to the resnmption of Deevee Sing Tho-
key’s holdings in Khandeish, in which the Honorable the Counrt of Directors
was evidently about to relinquish its rights solely for want of the clear evidence
regarding them which has now been furnished by the Peshwa’s records.

19. The cost to Government of the Inam Commission in A. ». 1847 will
appear from the following statement :—

Ezpenses of the Inam Commission in A. D. 1847,

" Bxcoss of Actual

Amount Sanoc- ount actnallyl Expenditure [Saving effectsd

Ttems of Expenditure. tioned. Expended. labove the Amount{ on the Amount
Banctioned. Sapctioned.

.

Rs. & P Rs. & pf/ Re a p! Rs a p
Inam Commissioner, . .... {15543 2 9{15543 ¢ 9| '

Assistant ditto. . .- ... .- 1,869 10 10 1.869 10 10} ..
Contingent office expenses.; 374 12 91 374 12 9 eeus ceen
,Dendatock ditto. . . ... 17 3 0 17 3 0 ' ... veas
Batta to witnesses, &e.. 12815 2| 128 15 P
Officerent .........0n. 200 0 O 200 0O O Jeas
Pay of establishment, ... | 9,600 0 0| 7,202 1 U 2,307 14 8
Total . .127,733 12 6]25,425 13 10| 2,307 14 8
20. As only a small number of the Inam C ission’s decisions d and

reports made in 1847 have yet been revised by Government, accordmg to the
intention intimated in the Government letter to the Revenue Commissioner
Southern Division, No. 4835, dated 20th November 1847, it is impossible to
make an accurate statemet of their effect on the income of the State; but I
calculate that it will be to add to them a permanent annual revenue of upwards
of Rs. 18,000,* of which about half will probably be an immediate addition,

# The total annusl revenue of alleged Inams shown by the Inam Commissioner’s reports an 3
decumnn AD. 1847tobemproperly held is estimated at Rs. 18,623, Of these the Insm
s dogared a b ,nlm:dn&.8054 per avnnm, continushle as
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and the rest will lapse at the death of present incumbents, the average age of
whom is forty-three years. The efféct of this will be the same as if
Ra. 1,80,000 of the Honorable Company’s most disadvantageous debt were to
be at once paid off without taking into account the deferred addition, the
exact value of which I am not capable of determining. This would be a
stactling effect, considering the insignifi of the hinery by which it
hes been accomplished, were it not for the amazing manner in which unautho-
rised a‘lilenelions of land ip this province have always been allowed to exist
snd increase, for want of any sufficient system of supervision or inquiry.

?1. Regarding the probable period of the completion of the work of the
Inam Commission, I can form no estimate under present circumstances. But
unless some means be adopted for obviating the necessity of reporting each
case in detail for the orders of Government, very many years must elapse
before it is accomplished. The second table in paragraph 17 shows that the
“ decisions” which I was enabled to pass in . D, 1847 comprised claims to
#ix hundred and thirty-eight Inams, These were all completed between May
and November, so that in thet period of six months I was able to dispose of a
oumber of cases exceeding two-thirds of the number which had been the
result of the Inam Commission’s labours during the preceding three and a half
years. This was chiefly owing to an arrang t by the R e C i
sioner of the Bouthern Division dispensing with Englizh translations in any
of the cases finally adjudicable by him, under the provisions of the Chief
Becretary’s letter, No, 1900 of 1847, which Government has since felt obliged
to recall, and the renewal of some such provisions as soon as they can be
legalized scems peculiarly desirable.

22, 1 have to apologise for not submitting this report before now, but I
was anxious, before doing 5o, to be able to make some conjecture as to when
I should have prepared reports of the six bundred and thirty-eight decisions
pussed by me as above for the revisal of Government. These reports have
now been completed, and I hope will be transcribed and forwarded to you by
the end of this month.

I have the honour to be, &c.
. (Signed) W, Hagr,
Dharwar, 1st July 1848, Inam Commissiorer.

Posracrier.

1s¢.—The following tables will afford an approximation to the financial
result of the investigations of the Inam Commission from its first institution
up to the close of 1847, They are added to the above report in conformity

Tife-holdings, and a portion, velued st Rs. 9,309, ss subject to immediate resumption, leaving
the remaiuder, valued at Rs. 6,260, for the special deration of & to b either

N .
a3 lfe-hold

ge or d ot once, %3 might be judged axpedient.



h 64

with the desire of the Revenue Commissioner, intimated in his Memorandum
No. 2015, dated 7th July 1848.

2nd.—1t will be seen that the total expense incurred by Government for
the Commission, up to the end of last year, amounts to about Rs. 66,400, dnd
that as a set off against the annual interest at five per cent. on the sum thus
sunk, viz. Rs. 3,320, 2 permanent annual revenue of upwards of Rs, 40,000 is
to be ultimately recovered by Government, the greater portion of this being at
once available, and the rest to lapse at the death of present occupants, whose
average age is forty-three years,

TABLE I.

Statement of Total actual Expense of the Inam Commission since its institution.
In A. p. 1847
Up to end of i
Ttems of Expenditure. as shown in Total.
A. D. 1846, paragraph 19,
Ra. 8 pJ Rs. 8. p. Rs. & P
Salary and all personal sllowances of]
Members of the Commission, and Inam
Commissioner. . .. ,c.ccv.ranan ... ]22,083 11 4(15543 2 937,626 14 1
Assistant ditto .. ........... S, e 1,869 16 10{ 1,869 10 10
Contingent office expenses. . .. ........ L7 1 8 37412 9 1,491 14 5
Dead stock ditto.. ,.uvuvveeniniaean. 107 15 0] 17 8 0 125 2 O
Batta to witnesses” and ssactioned gra- .
tuities.......... ceeticetanenenns 15310 4 12815 2] 282 9 6
Officerent .. ......ovuiiinannennnns 49 10 10; 200 0 ©j 249 10 10
Pay of establishment................ 17,08¢ 3 11 7,292 1 424,376 5 3
Expenses connected with custody of]
oona Duftur and repairs to Duftur]
TOOM ©.vevvvnnonesnnnrnanoncnen 37214 2 ...... 37214 2
Total........ 40,969 3 3j25,425 13 10,656,395 1 1

TABLE II.

Estiviate of Total Revenues belonging ta Government yecoverablein consequence
of the Investigations of the Inam Commission, up to the end of A. D. 1847,

In A. ». 1847,
Ttam recoverable. Uptoendof | op stated in Nofo|  ‘Total.
" y on para. 20,
. Rupees. Rupess. Rupees.
Amount of annusl value of unanthorised,

slienations discovered by the Inam|
Commission, a8 r;cord in reports to

roment decisi bse-|
oty veportog s, deciions mibiel  gatas | agems | 4os
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TABLE IIL

Bpecification of the Total Sum of Rs. 40,748 entered above in Table IL. of -
Postscript.

By Inam Com-~
missioner’s De-
Under Govern- | cisions, passed
Specification of Value g to mod& of | ment Decisions, | under the an- Total.

procedure udopwd passed up to the | thority of the ’

Al end of A D. 1847.]  Government
Letter No. 1800
of 1847,

: Rupees. Rupees. Rnpees.
Annual value of lands ordered for imme- .
diste resamption ...........c.0.. 15,025 9,309 24,334
Annusl value of lands allowed to remain|
rent-free during the lives of present]

incumbents. . ..... Cneageeteaeans 7,100 3,054 10,154
22,125 12,363 34,488
Add the annual value of thorised alienations <in cases submitted
in the first place for the ideration of Gov and not yet]
referred to either of the above two heads . .. .. .vvvvnvivian i 6,260
Total...... 40,748

(Signed) W. Hanr,
Inam Commissioner.

No. 6522 or 1848.

Terrrror1aL DeparTMENT, REVENUE.
To E. H, Townsenp, Esq;,
Revenue Commissioner Southern Division.
«

Sin,~1 have been directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Coun-
cil to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3rd instant, No, 3187,
handing up the first annual report of the Inam Commissioner on his pre-
ceedings to the close of 1847, submitted by that officer in conformity with
the instructions of Government contained in Mr. Secretery Goldsmid's letter
to your address, No. 5465, dated the 31st December last.

2. Ia reply, 1 have been desired to state that though there is little in \ this
report calling for particular remarks or observations, the progress mede in the
investigation of Inam claims during the period reported on is very creditable
to Mr. Hart, and the results appear to Government eminently satisfactory.

3. His Lordship in Council observes that the numbgrepbtinimsto Inams
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received and recorded in the year under report (1847) was 1,869: of these 23
were to whole villages, and 1,846 to estates in Government villages ; the num-
ber of cases disposed of during the same period was 648,~21 of which were for
whole villages, and 627 for estates in Government villages.

4. At paragraph 20 of his report, the Inam Commissioner explains that
owing to the whole of the decisions passed by him in 1847 not baving yet
béen reviewed by Government, heis unable to make an accurate statement of
the result as affecting the revenues'of the State; but that he calculates it will
be to add a permanent annual revenue of upwards of Rs. 18,000. The total
cost of the Inam Commission for 1847 was Rs. 25,425-13-10.

6. The report of the Inam Commissioner also exhibits similar results for
the whole period of the Commission’s labours from its commencement to the
close of 1847, He shows that the number of claims received and recorded
wag 15,954, the total number disposed of 1,610, the financial result in revenue
belonging to Government, recoverable in consequence, Ra. 40,748 per annum,
and the total cost of establishment, &c. Rs. 66,395-1-1,

6. The Governor in Council notices that Mr. Hart has given no estimate
of the probable period of the completion of the work, and he states his
inability to do so under present circumstances. I am instructed to request
that he will, if possible, in future reports, furnish some account of the number
of claims still remaining for investigation, even if unable to state when his
inquiries will probably be completed.

7. I have been desired, in conclusion, to inform you that His Lordship in
Council considers that the Inam Commissioner is entitled to the commenda-
tion of Government for his exertions during the year under report.

1 have the honour to be, &e.
(Signed) . W. Courrney,
Acting Secretary to Government.
Bombay Castle, 25th October 1848,

No. 832 or 1846.

TERRITORIAL DEPARTMENT, REVENUE.
To R. K. Priverz, Esq,
Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay.

Sir,~1 have the honour to submit & correspondence, 83 per margin, with
From the Collector, No. 61, of th'e'CoHector of Broach, relative to the investi-
T 23:1: Fels ! 3181_85. b March gation of the titles to Inamsin that Collectorate.

‘o ditto, No. 398, of 5tb March, H * vt :
From ditéo, No, 130, of 20¢h April, . 2, . An ipvestigation of t:he nature in ques-
To ditto, No. 714, of Z5th idem.  tion involves much labour in the details, such
From difto, No. 159, of 8th May. 53 the preparation of statements, registration

and copying of deeds and other papers, &c. exclusively of the portion of the
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inquiry to be necessarily conducted in the presence of the European officer,
and these details would, I conceive, be found to require the assistance for a
time of additional Karkoong for that specific duty.

3. In the present instance, however, the ability of the Collector or his
Assistant to undertake the continuous prosecution of the inquiry is not, it would
seem, to be depended upon, and the increase of establishment under such
circumstances would probably be of little avail. I hesitate, therefore, for the
present, to reec d the additional Karkoons applied for, but bring the sub-
Jject td the notice of Government, in order that the provision, when found to
be practicable, of the necessary European agency for effecting this investi-
gation, may receive their consideration.

1 heve the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) D. A. Braxg,
Revenue Commissioner Northern Division,

Revenue Commr.’s Camp, Bombay, 13th May 1846.

No. 227 or 1847,

Terurrorial Drrasruwent, REVENUE.
To R. K. Priverg, Esq,,
Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay

81r,~1I have the honour, with reference to the Government letter No. 809,..
of 26th February 1846, relative to the validity of the titles to lands and othér
allowances in the Broach Zilla, to submit a letter, No. 32, of 3rd instant, from.
the Collector, reporting his proceedings in the investigation in question,

2. The Collector expresses (paragraph 6) his opinion that the inquiry may
be conducted without the aid of the additional establishment applied for
by his predecessor, relying on the operation of the instructions that no new
succession is to be permitted without expresa authority.

3. There is, however, one point, viz. the Interpretation of Regula.tlon V1.
of 1833, on which I am doubtful of the correctnesg of the view taken by him,
and would beg, therefore, to be favoured with the instractions of Government
thereon.

4. Referring to the statement accompanying his letter, the Collector appears.
to assume the uppllcablhty of the Rules of the 23rd June 1842, to the excly- |
sion of the thirty years’ Lmitation in the abovementioned Regulation; for
instance,—

Case Na 1.~The land has been held free of assessment for more thay
thirty years, and is in the hands of a mortgagee, there being 1o heir male to
the grantee in whose name the land is entered. The Collector thinks the
land will revert to Goveroment, or, a8 I understand him, that it may be
sssessed either on the death of the mortgagee, or of the widow of the gran~
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tee, should she redeem the mortgage, This could only be done by a notice
in accordance with the Regulation, when the question would be decided in
the regular course; and as the period in the Regulation has already trans-
pired, suchi decision need not, perhaps, be anticipated. But in the other
cases, the period of occupation by the actual i bents is still incomplete,
and if, as I suppose, thirty years’ actual enjoyment would, under the Regula-
tion, be fatal to the Government claim to assessment, care must be taken
that the inquiry be not too long delayed.

6. The questions which appear to me to arise are as follows :—~

1.—Would not proof of exemption from assessment for more than thirty
years entitle & mortgagee and his heirs to enjoyment until the mortgage
be redeemed, irrespectively of there being heirs or otherwise to the original
grantee ? X )

I1.—Are not devises or assignments by the originel grantee, or his heirs,
or by any actual incumbent possessing the title of thirty years’ exémption,
sufficient, as well as direct succession from the same perties, to bar either a
lapse to Government or resumption on decease of the incumbent, under the
Rules of the 23rd June 1842 ?

6. . A decision on these points would enable the Collector more readily to
discriminate, on a summary inquiry, in what cases early cognisance is of
importance, and in what the investigation may be allowed to lie over until the
next decease of the actual incombent.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) D. A. Brang,
Revenue Commissioner Northern Division.

Rev. Commr’s Camp, Surat, 13th February 1847.

No. 1219 or 1847.

Terrrroriak DeparTMENT, REVENUER.
To D. A. Braxg, Esq.,
Revenue Commissioner Northera Division.

Sir,~—In acknowledging the receipt of your letters Nos. 832 and 227, dated
respectively the 13th May and 13th Febryary lust, forwarding a correspondence
with the late and present Collectors of Broach, on the subject of @ proposed
investigation of the titles to Inam lands and other allowances in that Collec-
torate, I am directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council, with reference
to paragraph 3 of the first-quoted letter, to observe, that as it does not appear
that the Collector can proceed with this duty on a general and systematic plan,
especially with the present deficiency in the complement of his Assistants,
nothing would be gained by giving him an extra Native establishment for that
purpose.
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2. As, however, His Honour in Council has reason to believe that some
investigation into Inam titles was made by a Special Commission at the period
of Major Monier Williams’ Survey between 1808 and 1813, you are requested
to call upon the Collector to ascertain and report, for the information of Go-
vernment, whether any such investigation actually took place, and if so, what
was its extent and nature. .

3. With advertence to paragraph 3 et seg. of your letter No. 227, dated
the 13th February last, I.am desired to convey to you the following instruc-
tions on the points connected with rent-free titles submitted by you for
decision. .

4. Inso far as the Rules of the 23rd June 1842 differ in their operation
from thosé laid down in Regulation XVII. of 1827, and other Regulations
bearing on it, the latter must be adhered to in all districts except Khandeish,
the Deccan, and the Southern Muratha Country.

6. Mortgage being a temporary tenure, the validity of the title must
be determined with reference to the claims of the original and permanent
holder.

6. Devises or assignments by an original grantee or his heirs, to another
party, should not bar the Gover t right-of escheat as respects the former,
unless they have been made with the tion of Gover t and without
reservation, in which case the family of the assignee may be cqpsidered sa
baving come into the place of that of the original grantee.

7. In conclusion, I anf instructed to inform you that the Governor in
Council considers it very desirable to ascertain exactly in what position the
proceedings for investigating the validity of rent-free titles stand in the-several
Collectorates under your control, as it is to be apprehended that if no regular
inquiry has ever yet been instituted on the subject, the prosecution of it may
soon be barred altogether by the elapse of the regulated time of prescription,
if it has not been so already, unless early steps are taken for proceeding with
it. You eare, therefore, requested to ascertain and report upon this point.

1 have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) R. K. PriNgLE,
Chief Secretary to Government.

Bombay Castle, 30th April 1847,

No. 1220 or 1847,
* TererroRIaL DEPARTMENT, REVENUR.
To E. H. Townsen, Esgq.,
Revenue Commissioner Southern Division.

Sir,—I am directed to transmit for your information the n‘ccompa.nying
copy of a letter, No. 227, dated the 13th’ February last, from the Revenue
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Commissioner Northern Division, and of my reply thereto of this date, relative
to the validity of titles to Inam lands in the Collectorates of that division, and
to convey to you the request of the Honorable the Governor in Council that
you will report, at your earliest practicable convenience, how the question
stands in the several districts of your charge, with the exception of the Southern
Muratha Country, where an inquiry by the Inam Commissioner is now in
progress.
I have the honour to be, &e.
(Signedy R. K. Pringrg,
Bombay Castle, 30th April 1847. Chief Secretary to Government.

No. 2913 or 1847.

. TernrroriaL DevartvMeNT, REvEnus.
To H. E. GoLpswip, Esq.,
Secretary to Government,

Szr,—1I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Chief Secretary’s
letter of 30th April last (No, 1920), with enclosures, inquiring “ how the
question stands in the several districts of my charge” ; viz. % in what position the
proceedings for investigating the validity of rent-free titles stand in the several
Collectorates under my control”; and has any “ regular inquiry ever yet
been instituted on the subject 7 (Paragraph 7 of the Chief Secretary’s letter
to the Revenue Commissioner Northern Division, dated 30th April 1847,
No. 1219))

2. The reply of the Collector of Poons, dated 21st May and 7th October,
states, that ¢ as by the orders of Government, conveyed in Mr. Chief Secre-
tary Reid's Circular No. 911, dated 12th March 1840, the provisions of Chap-
ter X, Regulation XVIL, of 1827 have been declared inapplicable to this Zilla,
inquiries into cases respecting Inam lands in which Government is a party, and
the resumption of rent-free lands held on defective title, appear to have been
hitherto carried on without reference to the period of enjoyment, excepting in
80 far as they come within the operation of the Rules of 23rd June 1842.” In
reply to a further call, in which I referred the Collector to the question con-
tained in the Chief Secretary’s letter (paragraph 7), his reply* dated 7th ultimo
does not, however, state what has been done in his Zilla, but again refers to the
inapplicability of Chapter X. Regulation XVII. to his Collectorate. I have
on the 17th instant requested the Collector to state the present state of the
question as regards his Collectorate, and his reply, when received, shall be

icated to Gover t. I believe that no investigation into Inams
generally has ever been made in the Poona Collectorate.

3. The Acting Collector of Ahmednuggur states (15th June) that “no

* Sic in orig.
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regular inquiry has ever been instituted in the Collectorate of Nuggur into
the validity of titles to rent-free lands; but as doubtful cases have come ts
notice they appear to have been decided.

4. The Acting Sub~Collector, Mr. Tytler, reports (9th June) that * simul-
taneously with the Dang Survey” he investigated and disposed of all doubtful
Inam claims in the two Talockas of which he held charge, Also, that when
appointed Acting Sub-Collector, he investigated and disposed of several undis~
posed cases in the remaining three Talookas of the Sub-Collectorate. What
was thé result of these inquiries, or under what rules conducted, Mr, Tytler
does not say. He alludes to a separate report which he has prepared on the
subject, but adds & postscript to say that “ the above Inams are totally dis~
tinct from our registered and acknowledged Inams,” and are in fact * Ghair
Dakhla,” or “doubtful Inams.”

5. This reply but partially disposes of the Government reference, which
includes all Jrams; for till such possessions are inquired into, it must ever be
a question whether the registry and acknowledgment of them was made on
sufficient or insufficient evidence. I have requested Mr. Sp to call
on the Sub-Collector for a full report on the state of the Inams in the Sub-
Collectorate.

6. The Collector of Sholapore observes'(16th July) that as by Clause
2u0d, Bection VI. Regulation XXIX. of 1827, the Revenue Courts have no
jurisdiction with regard to Inams, he does not suppose that the limitation
specified by Regulation VI: of 1833 would be applicable to these tenured.
He further states, that “ en investigation into the extent and value of the
Inams in the four southern districts was made by Lieutenant Nash at the time
of the Survey. In the Sholapore district, that of the Wurshasuns is nearly

leted, and es have been adopted for the early investigation of the
claims to Inam lands held free of service. In the northern districts a preli-
minary investigation has been made by the Mamlutdars regarding these lands,
and as soon as the season opens I hope the officer in charge of those districts
will be eble to prosecute the investigation.” The Collector states that the
quantity of Inam land in his Collectorate held free of service is 83,115 acres,
the value of which (annual) is Rs, 37,959,

7. The Collector of Rutnagherry states (14th August and 18th September),
that no general inquiry into grants of the nature indicated appears ever to
have been made by a Special Commissioner or otherwise. As hisletter enters
upon certein legal questions ted with the subject, I have the honour to
transmit it entire. The letters of the other Collectors are not sent, as their
substance has been given above. The Collector’s endor t of 18th
September relates to the letter from his pred of 8th December 1834
(quoted in paragraph 8), which was eventually discovered in this office, but of
which, or of its accompaniments, no further use appears to have been made. .

8. With reference to paragraphs 5 and 6 of the Collector's letter, I presume
that no circular letter can control an Act of the Legislature ; and that Act
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V1. of 1833 being & modification of Regulation XVIL of 1827, Government
would hardly rescind the later Regulation, and revive the older one. The
remedy proposed by the Collector, viz. the adoption of immediate measures
to inquire into all Inams, is certainly an excellent suggestion, if Government
can afford the requisite extra assistance. With regard, however, to his last
paragraph, years must elapse befors the completion of the Inam Commissioner’s
work in Dharwar and Belgaum caa admit of their entering Rutnagherry, unless
Government should see fit to give Mr. Hart much additional assistance, even
if the Revenue Commissioner should be able to dispose of the large increase
of work caused by such an addition to the already numerous appeals from'the
Inam Commissioner’s decisions,

9. An important limit, however, to the operations of Regulation VI,
of 1833 appears to me to exist in the beginning of Clause 3rd of that Regulation,
from which T understand that Clause 1st does not ¢ apply to grants made
without the authority of the Peshwa since a. ». 1803, regarding territory
ceded by or conquered from that authority” ; a description which would, 1
presume, include the six Collectorates of this division.

10. From the foregoing paragraphs His Honour in Council will perceive
that little if anything has been done in the above four Collectorates of this
division to decide upon the validity of rent-free tenures, except in parts of
the Sholapore Collectorate, by Lieutenant Nash, of which I am not aware that
any report has ever been submitted to Government, and in paris of the Sub-
Collectorate of Nasik, where such as were considered “ Ghair Dakhls,” or
“ doubtful,” were inquired into by Mr. Tytler.

I bave the honour to be, &c.
(Signed)  E. H. TownsEnp,

Revenue Commissioner Southern Division.
Poona Districts, Rev. Commr.’s Camp, Moosece, 26th November 1847.”

No. 1040 or 1847.

TerriTqrisn DEPARTMENT, REVENUE.
To the Revenve Commissioner SouTEERN Division,
Poona.

Siz,—In reply to your reference No. 929, of the 8th May last, calling
on me to report in what position the investigation into the titles of rent-free
lands stands in this Collectorate, I have the honour to inform you that no
general inquiry into grants of the naturs indicated appears ever to have
been made up to the present time, either by a Special Commissioner or
otherwise. )

2. Upon reference to the records in this office, I find that, upon the death
of an Inamdar, it was eustomary with the Mamledars to collect the rent of
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wsuch’ Inem, pending the receipt of orders from the Collector relative to its
future continuance or otherwise. This- practice was, however, discontinued
under the instructions conveyed in Mr, Secretary Townsend’s letter Non 9741,
of the 21st September 1837, and the forms prescribed in Chapter X. Regula-
tion XVIL A. p. 1827 were ordered to be observed previous to the resumption
of any Inam.

3. Accordingly, in instances where ground was found to be held free of
agsessment, whether- granted in Inam or not, the usual notice is issued, and
proceedihgs are instituted in accordance with the law, which course continued'
up to 1842, From this yesr, all Inem grants held under Sunuds, or recog-
hised as such in the Government books, have been disposed of agreeably to
the provisions of the Rules of 23rd June 1842.

4. In paragraph 4 of the Government letier No. 1219, of* 30th April
1847, received under your endorsement now acknowledged, the Regulation of
1827 is laid down as the authority for our guidance when its provisions clash
with the Rules of 1842; but I may observe that by Regulation VI. of 1833
the period of enjoyment necessary to confer a prescriptive right is reduced from
sixty to thirty years, whereas in the Rules of 1842 sixty years’ enjoyment is
requisite, as also two ions in lineal descent, when the claimant possesses
no Sunuds or other documentary evidence in support of his bereditary title.

5, If, therefore, the Regulation of 1833 is to be abided by, Government
will have to suffer great loss, In my humble opinion, the Rules of 1842 are
6o liberal and fair, that all questions to titles of these Inams should come
under their operation, and, if requisite, . new Act might be framed for the
purpose. Under such a provision, Regulation XVII. of 1827 could be confined
to instances where portions of land may be held rent-free, either from the in-
attention and careleseness of the subordinate revenue officers or from the want
of & proper survey. Portions, also, of land not entered in the Government
accounts as Inams, neither being claimed as such, might be disposed of in the
same way.

6. I may here ohserve, that if Regulation VI. of 1833 ig to be acted upon
in supersession of the Rules of 1842, and thirty years to be taken ag the period
of prescriptive enjoyment, immediate measures should be adopted, and addition-
al assistance afforded, for the purpose of inquiring into thé grants under
consideration, as the thirtieth year since the fall of the Peshwa is now current.

7. The disbursements immediately under the head of “ Inams” in this Col-
lectorate, as detailed in the Murathee statement submitted with my Yad to
your predecessor, No. 28, of the 2nd July 1845, are as follows +—

I.—Awmount of assessment of villages granted to persons

a8 Surinjam Jagheer »vccesvaenarscansrnessesRa 6,600 10 9
II.—Ditto ditto of villages granted in Mokassa Inam. 5993 11 4
HL—Ditto ditto of lands granted in Inam io public

servants, to Zemindars, Sirdars, and othet honorable

PAISODAZER cvvsinanseanavavnsscnrvanesvansess 40,5305 2
10
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-IV.—Amount of assessment of villages and landa
granted in Dhurmadeo to Brahmins..........,...Rs, 12,518 2 ¢
V.—Ditto ditto of ditto ditto endowed for the sup-
port of temples, &C. iievieeriiiiiiiiiierine, 9,876 10 7
. VI.-Ditto ditto of lands held in Kowlee Inam ,..... 2,134 7 11

w Total amount of alienations....Rs. 77,653 G 1

8. 1 would here bring to notice that with his letter No. 748, of 8th De-
cember 1834, the Collector, Mr. Elliot, submitted & Murathee statement
showing the items of alienations or charges on the public revenues in this
Collectorate on account of allowances perpetual-in their nature, but I have
not been able to learn what use was made of it by Mr. Revenue: Commis-~
sioner Williamson, -However, as this inquiry was conducted solely by the
Mamlutdars, and submitted in the same form, without apparently undergoing
any scrutiny or investigation on the part of the Collector, by confronting the
Inamdars (which, indeed, his multitudinous current duties could not admit of),
the data embraced in the statement can hardly be viewed as affording satis-
factory information .relative to the Jalidity or otherwise of the Inam grants
therein enumerated. , .

9. In conclusion, I would suggest, in the event of its being the intention
of Government to have an inquiry immediately instituted into these Inam
grants, that the services of the Inam Commissioner in the Southern Muratha
Country be made available as to the first four classes of the Inams specified
in paragraph 7 of this Report, leaving the last two to be inquired into gradu-
ally by the Collector, according as circumst: may d d, since this
could be done without much deriment from delay.

1 have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) H. Lippeny,
. Rutnagherry, Collector’s Office, 14th August 1847, Collector.

No. 2530 or 1847,

To E. H. Towxsexp, Esq., .

: Revenue Commissioner Southern Division.

. Sir,~1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No.
2800, dated 17th instant, and ta inform you that, as far as I can ascertain, no
regular inquiry has as yet been instituted in this Collectorate for investigating
the validity of rent-free titles: on the death of the holders of Inams, the claims
of the heirs are scrutinized, and ascertained to be good, before the lands are
continved ; but no regular system of inquiry into existing titles would appear
to havé been commenced on.

I have the honour to be, &c.
. (Signed) W, Counrsmy,
Collestor's Office, Poona, 29th November 1847, . Collector.
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No. 3017 or 1847.
Submitted for the information of Government, with reference to the letter
from this Department No. 2913, of 26th ultimo, paragraph 2.
(Signed) E. H. Towwsexp,

~ Revenue Commissioner Southern Division.
Poona Districts, Revenue Commr.’s Camp Pabul, 4th December 1847.
[N -

No. 474 or 1848.

: TreeriToRIAL DEPARTMENT, REVENUE.
To E. H. Townsexrp, Esq.,
Revenue Commissioner Southern Division.

Si1r,—The Honorable the Governor in Council havin.g had under his consi-
deration your letter dated the 26th November last, No. 2913, furnishing the
information called far by Government bn the 30th April fast, regarding the
present state of the inquiries into rent-free titles ixi the several Collectorates of
your charge, I have been directed to inform’you that Mr. Tytler should be
required to forward immediately the separate report alluded to in your 4th
paragraph, ‘and Mr. Coles should be instructed to send to you, for transmis-
sion to Government, the proceedings held by the late Lieutenant Nash in the
several cases of Inams settled by him, His Honour in Council has also
desired me to state that he is much surprised to learn that such investigations
should have been conducted without the knowledge of either yourself or
Government. - :

2., His Honour in Council fully concurs in the observations made in your
5th paragraph, end you are requested to inform Mr. Tytler that it by no
means follows that because an Inam is registered that it is acknowledged.

8. As regarde Rutnagherry, it hes, I have been instructed to inform you,
been already decided by Gover t, (vide paragraph 4 of the Government
letter No. 1214, dated 30th April 1847, to the Revenue Commissioner
Northern Division, a copy of which was sent for your information and
guidance on the same date,) that *in so far as the Rules of the 23rd June 1842
differ in their operation from those laid down in Regulation XVII. of 1827
and other Regulations bearing on it, the latter must be adhered to.” The
question, therefore, now is, whether at the termination of thirty years from the
period of its mcquisition of the Konkun, Government is debarred from taking
measures for bringing under assessment land which was fraudulently taken
possession of as Inam during the first year of our rule, and has been ever
since enjoyed as Inam.

4. On this point I have been directed to observe that Clause 2nd, Regula-
tion VI, of 1833 disﬁncﬂy*ucludea from the thirty years’ privilege all « land
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alienated since the British Goovernment obtained possession of the country,
and without its permission,” and the 3rd Clause nlso excludes grants made
without the anthority of the Peshwa since 1803, in territory ceded by or
conquered from that authority. These Clauses, therefore, taken together, give
to the Government power to inquire into and decide all questions arising out
of claims not going back further than a. ». 1803,

I have the honour to be, &e.
(Signed) H. E. Gowupsmip,
) Secretary to Government.
Bombay Custle, 24th January 1848.

No. 1413 or 1848.

To H. E. GoLosuin, Esq., :
Secretary to Gowmmagt, Revenue Department.

Sir,—With reference to ‘paragraph 3 of my letter of 26th November last,
No. 2913, and to paragraplr 1 of your reply of 24th January, No. 474, 1
have the honour to forward & letter, dated 10th December, No. 1664, from
the Collector of Ahmednuggur, with encl and endor ts, the last of
which is dated 21st March.

2. Mr. Spooner, in paragraph 2 of his Jetter of 10th" December, refers to
hig predecessor’s of 15th June as disposing of the Government reference; but
it was because that letter but partially replied to the Chief Secretary’s lettes
of 30th April 1847 that the reference to him, to which he here replies,
was made.

3. The Sub-Collecior states that © no regular inquiry into Inam tenures
generally has ever been made ia the sub-division.” Mr, Suart promises to
commence this inquiry immediately, but he has little hopes of concluding it
in any reasonable time without an Assistant.

4. Mr. Suart refers (paragraph 3) to certain Rules by Captain Wingute as
s simple method for disposing of the Inams of district and village officers.
To these Rules Mr. Suart cen give no sort of clue, except that they were circu-
lated in Sholapore, and are “not on the records of the sub-division.” .It is
probable that the Rules of which Mr. Suart’s remembrance is so very indistinct
ere those proposed in paragraph 17 of Captain Wingate’s letter of 17th Sep-
tember 1841, approved by Government in the Acting Secretary’s letter of
30th December of that year. But as the allowances of these hereditary ser-
vants of Government contain Huks and eash ellowances as weil as land, to
seftle the amount of land by itself would, I submit, be a very imperfect
measore, and one fraught with much useless [abour; as in cases where the
land, though excessive as compared with its original extent, does not give
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excessive remuneration to the officiating Patel or Koolkumee, there would be
no object in its reduction.

5. Neither ean I concur in the plan of universal ntta.chment proposed in
peragraph & of Mr. Suart’s letter of 3rd December ; 'the exclusion of the courts
of law from such cases in the Deccan, as showa in paragraphs 3 and 4 of your
Jetter of 24th January, No. 474, appears to render any such measure tmneces-
sary. Still the inquiry into Inams should not be deferred.

I have the honour fo be, &e.

(Signed) E. H. Townsxnn,
Revenue Commissioner Southern Division,

Rutnaghérry Districts, Rev. Commr.’s Camp Koodook, 27th April 1848.

No. 1654 or 1847.

. . TermrtoriaL Departuent, REVENUE
From R. Srooner, Esq., . .
Collector of Ahmednuggur, *

To E. H, Townsenp, Esq.,
Revenue Commissioner Southem Division, Poona.

Str,~In reply to Jour letter No. 2799, dated 17th instant, I beg to submit
eopy of the reply of the Sub-Collector (Mr. Suart) and the late Acting Sub-
Collector (Mr Tytler), Nos. 449 and 57, dated 3rd and 7th msta.nt respec-
tively.

2. My predecessor, in his letter No. 650, dated 15th June last, has alrendy
replied to the Government letter to your address No, 1220, dated 30th April
last.

' I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) R. SroonEr,

L Collector.
Circuit Kutcheree, Camp Neywssa, 10th December 1847,

No. 449 or 1847,
To R. Srooner, Esq,
Collector, Ahmednuggur.

Sir,~In reply to your endorsement No. 1550, of the 22nd ultimo, I have

the honour to state no regular inquiry into Inam tenures genemlly has ever
been made in the sub-division.
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2. Inaccordance with the wishes of Government, a general and systematie
inquiry will be immediately commenced, but I can hardly hope, without an
Agsistant, to bring it to a conclusion in any reasonable time,

3. The inquiry into the Inams of village and district officers will be a very
simple one, if, as I imagine, Captain Wingate's Rules are to form the basis of
it; but a copy of these Rules should be supplied, 25 there is not one on the
records of this office.

4, When in charge of the Sholapore Zillah, a form of statement, based on
Captain Wingate’s Rules, was circulated to all Mamlutdars, to be filled up, 1
shall be glad to have a copy of this form.

5." As it appears, from Mr, Tytler’s letter No. 225, of 9th June last, that

*the regulated time of prescription lapses in A. p. 1848, I beg to suggest that an
attachment be placed an all Inaws of every description till such time us the
jnquiry is completed, This,gvill be no hardship, as Government may allow
the owners to enjoy the proceeds of them on their giving security to refund the
amount if their claims are disallowed.

1 have the honour to be, &ec.

(Sigoed) E. M. Suarr,
Sub-Collector.

Circuit Kutcheree, Camp Pimpleguum Buswunt, 3rd December 1847.

No. 57 or 1847.

To R. Srooner, Esq.,
Collector, Ahmednuggur.

Str,—In reply to your letter No. 1609, of the 3rd instant, I have the honour
to inform you that there never has been any inquiry held into Inam tenures
generally in the Sub-Collectorate of Nassick ; doubtful claims alone have

been disposed of.
1 have the honour to be, &e.

(Signed) C. E. F. Tyree,
First Assistant Collector.
Seroor, 7th December 1847.

(True copies)

(Signed R. Srooxeg,
Collector.
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No. 489 or 1848.

The Collector is requested to state specifically what © Rules” (by Captain
Wingate) are alluded to in paragraph 3 of the Sub-Collector’s letter of ‘3rd
December last, appended.

(Signed) E. H. Townsenp,
Revenue Commissioner Southern Division.
Poam‘ bi:crw'cu, Rev, Commr.’s Camp, Soopa, 8th February 1848.

No, 345 or 1848. - o
" 1 beg to annex the Sub-Collector's reply tothe above endorsement, No, 134,
dated 19th instant.
(Signed): R. Spoousn, .

Collectora
Ahmednuggur, Collector’s Office, 25th February 1848.

.No. 134 or 1848.

The Sub-Collectohas the honour to state (in answer to the Collector’s
endorsement No. 249, of 14th instant) that a copy of Captain Wingate's
Rules not being on the records of the sub-division, he is unable to give any
detailed information about them, but suggests a reference be made to any of
the Officers on the Survey, who were formerly employed either in the Poona
or Sholapore Zilla, aa they will dqubtless have copies by them.

. (Signed) E.M. Svarr,

Sub-Collector.
. Nassick, Sub-Collector's Office, 19th ngnwry 1848.

No. 831 or 1848,

' The Collector is requested to call on the Sub-Collector to afford some
specific reference to the Rules alluded to in paragraph 3 of his letter No. 449,
dated 3rd December last, to admit of their being traced in this office.”,

(Signed) E. H. Townszxn,
Revenue Commissioner Southern Division,
Ahkmednuggur Districts, Rev. Commr.'s Camp, Ankola, Gt Mareh 1848,
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No. 499 or 1848.

I beg to anmex the Sub-Collector’s reply to the above endorsement No.

207, dated the 15th instant.
(Sigued)  R. Sroonzr,

Collector.
Ahmednuggur, Collector’s Office, 21st March 1848.

No. 207 ov 1848.

The Sub-Collector, in snswer to the Collector’s endorsement No. 441, of 9th
instant, begs to refer to his letter No. 448, of 3rd December 1847, in which it
is stated a copy of Captaiy Wingate’s Rules is not on the records of the sub-
division; a reference to them will doubtless be found by the Revenue Com-
missioner in the Survey Reports on the Southern Districts of the Sholapore
Zilla.

- (Signed) E. M. SvarT,

. Sub-Collector.
Circuit Kutcheree, Camp Satpoor, 15th March 1848,

No. 2931 o 1848,

TerrITORIAL DEPARTMENT, REVENUE.
To D. A. Brang, Esq,,
- Revenue Commissioner in Charge Sonthern Division.

Sir,—In acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Townsend’s letter No. 1413,
dated the 27th ultimo, forwarding one from the Collector of Ahmednuggur,
with enclosures, having reference to the inqdiry into Inam tenures in the Sub-
Collectorate of Nassick, I have been instructed by the Right Honorable the
Governor in Conncil to observe that Mr. Townsend has not forwarded to
Government Mr. Tytler’s separate report, alluded to in paragraph 4 of bis
letter of the 26th November last, No. 2913; you are, therefore, requested to
call upon Mr. Tytler for it.

2. Government has now under consideration a set of Rules drawn up by
Mr. Hart for deciding claims to Inams. When considered and approved of,
revised copies will be sent to the Collectors of Khandeish, Ahmednuggur,
Poona, and Sholapore, for their gnidance.

3. His Lordship in Council has desired me to notice that Mr, Suart’s
plan for attaching every Inam is as unnecessary as it is objectionable.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed)  H. E. Govpsuip,
Bombay Castle, 22nd May 1848. Secretary to Government.
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No. 2375 or 1848,

TerrrroriaL DerarTyENT, REVENUER.

To W. Covnvney, Esq,

Acting Secretary to Government, Bombay.

Sm,—l have the honour, with reference to paragraph 7 of Mr. Chief Se-

. From the Collector of Ahmedabad,

No. 265, of 3rd September 1847, with
dix,

, Dnt‘:;“ Kaira, No. 432, of 23rd Decem-

1847, with accompaniments,

. Ta dlt.t:o, No. 2013, of 29th idera.
. From ditto, No. 113, of 8th March 1848.

Ditto  Broach, No. 204, of 13th De-
cember 1847,

. Ditto Surat, No. 63, of 23rd February

1848, with accompani
Ditto Surat, No. 2()3 of 17th Jul‘
1848, with accompamments.

, Ditto Surat, No, 296, of dth Novem-

her 1848, with ditto.

cretary Pringle’s letter No. 1219, of
30th April 1847, to submita corre-
spondence, as per margin, with the Col-
lectors of this Division, relative to the
state of the investigation into the tltles
to lands held wholly or partially ex-
empt from assessment.

2. In the Ahmedabad Zilla it will
be seen that there are three hundred
and eleven cases in which notices have
been issued remaining to be disposed

9. Ditto Tanns, No. 858,of 22nd Oet. 1847,
10, To dirwo, No. 455, of 15th Mareh 1848, ©f) and 127,202 beegas 19 w. 10 ww.
1. From ditto, No, 494, of 6th June 1818, regarding which no investigation had

12,
13.
.

with accompaniment.

Ditto Khundewh, No. 5§95, of 10th
May 1847,

Ditto Khandesh, No. 1796, of 22nd
November 1848, mlh enclosure,

IDutto Agent at Colaba, No. 125, of 4th
March 1848,

been instituted. The titles to 8,980
beegas 12 w. 8 ww, are represented to
have been admitted, but not as yet,
witha few exceptions specified in the
endorsement appended 40 the Collec-

tor’s letter, reported for the confirmation of Government.

3.
accompanving the
quires fuither expl

In the Kaira Zilla the state of the inquiry is exhibited in 2 statement
llector’s letter No. 432. This, it will be observed, re-
tion, which has been called for and will be furnished

hereafter; but extracting the figures in the two last columns as a general
gketch, the extent of land for which notices have been issued is stated et
15,031 beegas 17 w. 15 ww., and that remaining entirely uninvestigated at
399,837 beegs 16 w. 2 ww.

4. In the Broach: Zilla the Collector estimates the uninvestigated lands at
323,859 beegas | w. 3 ww., as specified in a table inserted in his letter.

5. In the Surat Zilla the Collector represents that he cannot ascertain that
the Survey inquiries were carried further than to determine the actual oceun-
pancy, and the only express inquiry since instituted is stated to have been one
into thd * Vechaneea” and “ Guraneea” lands in the Parchole Purguna. With
regard to the Survey inquiries, the nature of them in the Broach Collectorate
has been reported upon in the correspondence ending with Government letter
No. 4618, of 15th November 1847, and the presumption would seem to be in

n
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favour of their having been conducted on the same principles in this Ziila.
The extent of the alienated land is exhibited in a statement accompanying the
enclosure No. 203, from which it will appear that the total uninvestigated,
inclusive of 917 beegas 12w, 6 ww. for which notices have been issued,
amounts to 105,828 beegas 1 w. 8 ww.

6. In the Tanna Zilla there are represented to be 1,432 notices still await~
ing decision, including, as explained in the enclosure No. 494, the whole of
the lands entered as alienated in the accounts not hitherto investigated, the
extent of which in the several measures in use in this Zilla is detailed in a
statement thereto appended. The practice of attaching Inams on the death of
incumbents is alluded to by him in paragraph 4, in which he explains that
Inam villages are excepted on the grounds, as I understand him, of the
recognition of the title inferred to have been conveyed by the grant of compen-
sation for liquor farms. The titles to these villages are represented, however,
(paragraph 4, No. 494,) to have been separately reported to Governmeat.
With respect to successions, the instructions in Government letter No. 1345,
of 4th May 1847, would seem to be sufficiently distinct, and according to the
tenor of a late letter, No. 1314, of 26th February last, relative to certain
titles admitted in the Kaira Zilla, it is apparently the intention of Gover t
that the inquiry into unrecogniged titles is in all inst; to be proceeded
with in the form of notices aecording to the Regulations, and the whole of the
pepers, with translations, to be appended to the Collector’s report when the
title is admitted,

. 7. In the Khandeish Collectorate the state of this inquiry has lately been
under the consideration of Gover t,in the correspond replied to in
Mr. Secretary Townsend's letter No. 5346, of 14th November 1845, the arrears
uninvestigated being stated in the accompaniment to the enclosure No. 1796
at 135,985 beegas 18} w.

8. In the Colaba Territory the investigation rewains to be made, but the
extent of the alienations specified in the Agent’s letter ﬁéot very great, and
the Agent would seem to anticipate his being able to-accomplish it during the
intervals of leisure from his other duties.

1 have the honour to be, &e.
(Signed) D. A. Brang,
Revenue Commissioner Northern Division.
. Rev, Commy.’s Camp, Khandeish Districts,
Nyadongree, 5th December 1848,
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No. 255 or 1847.

TERRITORIAL DEPARTMENT, REVENUE.
From E. G. Fawcerr, Esq.,

Collector of Ahmedabad,
To D. A. Braxg, Esq.,
i Revenue Commissioner Northern Division.

Ak Adnh 1, 3"d er‘ }3 1847.

Sir,—1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the extract of
Government letter No. 1219, dated 30th April 1847, forwarded under your
endorsement No. 705, dated 5th May last, requesting information as to the
position in which the proceedings for investigating the validity of rent-free
titles now stand, and beg to inform you that originally 135,393 beegas 14 w,
10 ww. of land in Khalsa villages, partially or wholly exempt from revenge,
had to be inquired into, with respect to which 3,033 notices have been issued
and 2,722 cases decided, affecting land to the extent of 18,190 beegas 15 w., of
which 8,980 beegas 12 w. 8 ww. have been allowed as entitled to be exempt,
or resumed after a certain period, and 9,464 beegas 17 w. 13 ww. have been
tesumed. 3,923 beegas 1 w. 18 ww. are now under notice, comprising 311
cases which remain to be decided, and the rest remains as it was, By far the
greater portion of the cases disposed of were decided upon in the years
about 1828 to 1832; but of late years there have been so few Assistants, and
urgent current business has so much incressed, that it has not been practic-
able to make much progress in this work, which, in my humble.npini(;n,
would require the undivided attention of an experienced officer for some
years, .
2. 1 do not, however, see any probability of Government having at
disposal any wvvpted officers to appdint, and the only feasible mode of
forwarding this invéstigation that occurs to me is to authorise Mamlutdars to
decide upon titles to exemption.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) E. G. Fawcerr,
Collector.

No. 1491 or 1847,

The Collector is requested to state if the admission of the titles to 8,980
beegas 12 w. 8 ww. have been reported to Government, and if so, under what
dates.

(Signed) D. A. Braxg,
Revenue Commissioner Northern Division.
Reveans Commissioner's Office, Poona, 13th Scptember 1847,
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No. 367 or 1847.

In reply, I have the honour to state that I cannot find, from the records,
that any reports of cases of this nature have been made previous to the time
at which 1 assnmed charge of the Collectorate.

The following s a list of reports since made :—

Two cases, forwarded with letter No. 60, dated 8th May 1844, and ex-
emption sanctioned during the lives of the incumbents by Government
Jetter dated 31st August 1844, forwarded under the Revenue Commis-
sioner’s endorsement dated 2nd September 1844,

One case, No. 29 of 1844, forwarded with letter No. 286, dated 5th
September 1846, confirmed by Government 30th December 1846. Reve-
“hue Commissioner’s endorsement 2nd January 1847,

One case, No. 28 of 1845, with letter No. 301, dated 24th September
1846, confirmed by Government, dated 28th December 1846. Revenue
Commissioner’s endorsement No. 24, of the 4th January 1847.

One case, No. 59 of 1844, with letter No. 192, dated 26th June 1847.

Three cases, No. 208 of 1841, No. 21 of 1843, and No. 37 of 1843,
with letter No. 302, dated 12th October 1847. .
" Four cases, Nos. 16, 17, 18, and 19 of 1847, with letters Nos. 333, 334,
335, and 336, dated 156th November 1847.

(Signed) E. G. Fawcerr,
Collector.

Ahkmedabad Collector's Camp, Jol -, 15th December 1847.

Y of

No. 432 or 1847.

PsRRITORIAL DEPAH‘N‘I, Revexue.
To D. A. Braxg, Esq,

Revenue Commissioner Northern Division, Broach District.

S1r,—With reference to your circular endorsement No. 705 of 1847, dated
the 5th of May last, requesting me to furnish the information called for by
Government, in the extract from 2 letter to your addres . as to the position in
which the proceedings for investigating the validity of rent-free titles stand
in this Collectorate, I have the honour to submit the annexed statement
exhibiting the quantity of arable Government lands and alienated lands in this
Zilla. With respect to the latter, the statement shows the quantity resumed
by Government under Regulations I. of 1823 and XVII. of 1827, and that re-
stored subsequently, after resumption, to the different claimants, on account of
the passing of Regulatians X. of 1831 and V1. of 1833, by the Coliector and his
Assistants ; by the decrees awarded under the former quoted enactments
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having been reversed in appeals to the Zilla Courts; by Sunuds grented by Mr.
Lumeden ; and by a special order from Government exempting Bhat lands from
nssessment.

2. In cases where the titles were found defective, or the tenures not
recognised by the Regulations then in force, the lands were continued as a
matter of favour to the parties, either rent-free or on the payment of a slight
Beegotee assessment for a certain number of years, and to be escheated to
Government at the. expiration of that period.

3. 'On the passing of the Regulations X. of 1831 and VI. of 1833, parties

who had lost their lands under the former Regulations made petitions for their
recovery, on the ground of the enjoyment for the prescribed periods of sixty
and thirty years; whereupon, the Collectors and their Assistants reviewed and
annulled the former proceedings in a great many cases, and passed decrees in
favour of the parties, allowin; them to hold the lands either rent-fiee or on the
payment of a slight Beegotee. But tte Collectors’ decisions do not appear to
have been reported for the confirmation of Government, as required by Sections
XLV. and XLVIIL. of Regulation XVII. of 1827.

4. Tt does not appear from the records of this office whether Mr. Lumsden
had eny authority from Government to grant Sunuds authorising parties to
hold lands either rent-free or on the payment of a slight Beegotee, quit-rent,
&c. for & number of years, &c. Cases now coming up for investigation are,
however, to be disposel of, without reference to that officer’s decision, on their
own merits, according t the Government letter of 1st June 1832, to the address
of the Principal Collector of Ahmedabad, as directed in your letter of the 4th
August 1846, No. 1373.

5. The small quantity of land entered in the statement as having been
allowed to be enjoyed during the lifetime of the parties must have been, in all
probability, granted through e compassionate consideration of their distressing
circumstances, and will sooner or later be escheated to Government.

6. With regard to the lands whose tenures remained to be investigated,

notices have been served on & small quantity without any previous inquiry, and,

nierely because they are the property of private individusls. In & great many
cases the Salamee or'quit-rent and the Suwadeea levied on alienated lands is
just the same, or nearly equal to what they would yield if they were Govern-
ment lands.

7. The tenures in column 15 being for the most part recognised by Re-
gulation XVIL. of 1827, the titles to lands held under them cannot be
disputed. ’

8. Several cases have within the last three years been decided in favour of
the owners under Regulations X. and V1. of 1833. The decision in only one
has been reported for the sanction of Gover t, and the. p dings
in others are now being translated, and will be forwarded as soon as
possible.

13

.
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"9. I beg to forward a copy of a report from my First Assistent, Mr.
Compwn, dated the 23rd of September last, No, 36, on-the subject.
I have the honour to be, &c...
(Signed) J. Wees,
Collector.
- Kaira Collector’s Camp, Muhoonda, 23rd December 1847.

No. 36 oF 1847.
To J. Wzss, Esq.,
Collector of Kaira.

Sir,~With reference to your endorsement No. 138 of 1847, dated 13th
May, forwarding an extract from a letter ffom Gevernment to the address of
the Revenue Gommissioner, inquiying what proceedings have been held up to
the present time for investigating the validity of rent-free titles, I have now
the honour to forwgrd two reports on the subject from the Mamlutdars of
Thasra and Kuppurwunj, and to submit the annexed English statement, which
exhibits the total amount of the “alienated” lands in each Purguna, and the
Government lands bearing assessment ; the quantity of land which has been
resumed, with that which has been restored after resumption ; together ‘with
the lands on which notices have been served, but the claims to which have not
been investigated.

2. The last column in the statement includes & large amount of land, and
some explanation appears necessary as to the cause of the delay in deciding
the claims thereto. I find that all the notices on these lands were served
(almost at the same time) in the year 1845, solely because they were “ rent-
free” londs, and without any previous inquiry as to the probability of their
belonging to Government and not to the several occupants. When, therefore,
my predecessor, Mr. Buchanan, began to investigate these claims, the people
of the district declared their intention of deserting their villages, and it was
found necessary to postpone the inquiry.

3. The Mamlutdars do not state whether the lands included in column 4
were restored to the occupants with the sanction of Government or not, and so
much time has already been lost in obtaining answers from them, that I am
unwilling 4¢ delay the transmlssnon of this report by amy further reference on
the subject.

4, It appears that 6nly three cases have been decided under Regulations
X. of 1831 and V1. of 1833 ; in these the decision of the Collector was in favour
of the occupant’s right to the land, The proceedings were, quently, for-
warded for the sanction of Government, but have not yet been returned.

5% I maybe permitted to mention that the Salamee and Suwadeea levied
on two-thirds of the alienated lands in many cases equals the full assessment
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which would be taken if the lands belonged to Government, and varies from
11 pies to Rs. 7-12-0 a beega.
6 1 beg to forward herewith the Guzerathee statement, &c.
I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) © T. A. Cowmrron,
First Assistant Collector.
Kaira, First Assistant Collector's Office, 23rd September 1847.

(True copy)
(Signed) J. Wess,
Collector.

No. 2043 or 1847,
To J. Wess, Eaq,.. ‘
Collector, Km"ra

Sir,~—I have the honour, with reference to the statement sccompanying
your letter No, 432, of 23rd instant, on the subject of the inquiry into the
titlesto exemption from assessment, to request a solution of the following
doubts with respect to the manner in which the statement has been framed :—

1.—Are the figures in column 4 included i in those in column 1, or additional

to them ?

11.—Do columns 11 and 12 include the fgures in column 107

2. In elucidation of the totals in the statement, I would request an.abstract
in the annexed form. _

3. A detailed statement showing the number of cases, extent and value of
land, and authority by whom the decisions were passed in the instances em-
broced in column b, is also requested ; and you will have the gqodness ta

tion if Mr. Lumsden’s Sunuds are of a prior or subsequent date to that of
Regulation X, of 1831, and whether they had any reference to it, and 6
specify the date of the order referred to in column 8 of the statement.
Adverting to your remark in paragraph 4, the Government latier therein
quoted has reference, you will observe, solely to the operation of Regula-
tion X., of 1831, and not to any | pmceedmgs by Myr. Lumsdea which » mny have
been ducted on the principle of & compromise authorised in Section
XLVIIL of Regulation XVIL of 1827.

1 have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) D. A. Brang,
Revenue Coramissioner Northern Dmsxon.
Rev. Commr.s Camp, Broach, 29th December 1847,




90

ABsTRACT.
Beogaa  w. ww,

Government lands cevviariesnraiiniiinniie v00nh s 670,341 3 8
Add (or including, as the case may be) resumed .. 23,584
Less since relinquished «v.vvvicavniciinenaea 11,378
12211 0 0
Total under Government Assessment .. 582,552 3 6
Paymg quit-rent, Salamee, Suwadeeo, &c. 1vu... 279,539
Rent-free Nukree cveessiecarsanssnnanuaness 135330

414,869 0 ©

Total Rugba of the Zille+v.vsesn.... 997,421 3 6

(Signed) D. A. Brang,
Revenue Commissioner Northern Division.

Rev. Commy.’s Camp, Broach, 29th December 1847,

(True copy)
(Signed) D. A. Brang,
Revenue Commissioner Northern Division.

No. 113 or 1848,
Tesrrrorisar DerarTMent, REVENUE.

To D. A. Brang, Esq.,
Revenue Commissioner Northem Division.

Sie,~In acknowledging the receipt of your letter N8, 383 of 1848, dated
the 2nd instant, requesting an early reply to your communication No, 2043,
of 29th December last, relative to the investigation into the validity of rent-free
titles in my Collectorate, I have the honour to bring to your notice the cir-
cumstances which do not admit of an early compliance with your request.

2. The details called for in your reference above quoted are so numerous
and minute a8 cannot be obtained without a most careful Gaumwar investiga-
tion, and a searching inquiry into the Hoozoor and district records. These
bave been set on foot, but suspended, owing to the yearly settlements which
are now going on, and in which both my own and the Mamlutdar’s establish~
ments are now engaged. I beg, however, to assure you that every attention
will be paid to hasten the transmission of my reply on the subject.

I have the honour to be, &ec.
(Signed) - J. Wess,
X Collector.

Kaira Collector's Camp, Matur, March 8th, l848'.
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No. 264 or 1847.

TerriToRIAL DeparTMENT, REVENUR.
To D. A. Braxe, Esq.,

Revenue Commisgioner Northern Division, Surat.

Sin,—I have the honour to reply to your circular No, 1851, dated the 19th
ultimo, calling for my early report upon the subject of the investigation into
the validity of rent-free titles in this Collectorate, as required in paragraph 7
of Government letter No. 1219 of the 30th April last.

2. TFor sn analysis of the investigation which the Talookas of Broach
Wagra, Unklesur, and Hansote appear to have undergone at the hands of the
Committee of the Revenue Survey of Broach, under Major Monier Williams,
in regard to titles to alienated lands, I beg to refer you to my letter No. 163
of the 9th August last. The conclusion at which I arrived when submitting
that letter, the result of my inquiry upen the subject, was that the labours of
the Survey Committee had left nothing to be desired in the four Talookes
named ; and that little further appeared requisite than a proper application of
the Regulatmns and Rules of Government, as lapses in tHe mvestlgnted titles
oceur, or have since occarred. 4

3. Your endorsement No. 1830 of the 17th ultimo, upon Government
letter No. 4618 of the 15th idem, cells upon me to institute such further
inquiries as may remove all doubt as to the fact of no similar investigation
having been made in the Ahmode and Jumboosur Talookas, a fact which I
deduced in the 10th paragraph of my letter above referred to, as well from
the Honorable President's Minute of the 25th April 1821, as from local
inquiries made by myself.

4. Of this fact there is, I would respectfully remark, no doubt whatever.
The Talockas of Jumboasur and Ahmode, as well as the small Mahal of Dehej
(ngt noticed in my letter of the 9th Aungust last), have literally undergone no
investigation whatever into the alienated possessxons hitherto continued in
those districts, if I except & great many “ potices” issued under Section XL.
Regulution XVII. of 1827, which have never, upon expiration, undergone any
form of inquiry. The large proportion of ahienations, on the other hand,
borne ageinst the umnvestigated Talovkes, would certainly appear to invite
inquiry without further delay, and if th& proportion of; resumptions® should

* The following I bave abstracted from the Reparts upou the Taloo} ot: Unkt Hansot:
Brouch, and Wugrs, published in Vol. ILL of the Bombay Revenue Selections, beginmpg at
page 635 :— '

Unklesur. Beegma W, ww.
Total slwnated lands (including the PHOBS) voverurnvanaaneren B6470 18 O
Resumed by the Sarvey 6,252 beegas 4 w., or 17 per cent. ’

Hau:ole .-
Totel alienated lands . chovecrnns Cesrreerviirieinasnun e 19.78-! 0.0 '

Rmuned by the Sureey 10,5680 bwgn -ﬂ w. 81 94! ner cent.
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approach those brought about by the Survey Committee in the other districts,
the end would seem to justify the inquiry, even should the latter be accompa~
nied by a present charge.

6. The titles still open to investigation may be classed under two heads,
viz. tenures recognised as prescriptive by Regulation XVI1. of 1827, Appendix
A, and “service tenures,” resumable under “such Rules as Government
may think proper to issue from time to time.” (Regulation VI. of 1833, Clause
3rd.) To these } have reason to believe may be added, but in an unknown
proportion, “ Sirker lands alienated since the Government obtained possession
of the country, and without its permission, to which the prescriptive period of
thirty years' enjoyment.does not extend.” (Vide the same Regulation, Clause
2nd.) The following abstract, taken from the roll ofalienated lands throughout
the Zilla, indicates pretty correctly the relative proportion in money’s worth of
these two classes of alienations, and the sub-division,—the statement shows the
respective quotas borne by the investigated and uninvestigated districts i~
1st Class, viz. Hereditary Tenures, recognised by Appendix A of Regula-

tion XVII. of 1827 :~—

T~ Wanta” or hereditary possessions of Grassias..Re. 2,82,012 6 7

I1—Vechaneea” and “ Guranees,” included by Regu-

lation X. of183l.......... PN C: T A T

II1.—* Hareea,” or landsaassigned asblood-money by Pa-

tels of villages, to secure immunity from retaliation,

supposed to be identical with ¢ Baria,” in Appendix A). 2,867 12 3
1V.—“ Dewusthan,” or lands held in prescriptive en-

dowment of Hindoo temples ..vcaenveceianveoess 28,528 0 0

-~ Wuzeefa Khyrat,” ditto ditto of Mahomedan

shrines (included under the general term of “Pusaceta”

, in Appendix A. (See definition given at page 677,

Vol. I11. of Bombay Revenue Selections)..vv.v0v. 32,854 14 6

RSN
Total ...Rs. 3,90,680 15 10

2nd Class, viz. Service Tenures, r ble at the pl e of Government:
—* Pusaeete Nukra,” or lands assigned for the sapport
of Hindoo individuals vveveseesees senesesensRe LI7541 15 2-
11— Dhurmadaec” (analogous to the foregaing, -or
lands held by Hindoo mendicants) vaevnvecveeens 2,115 10 10

[———

Total....Rs. 1,39,657 10 0

Broach (including Wagra), Besgas W, ww.
Total alienated lands seesesvenoones veveeruewerenrarrnesrsarenes 128,731 2 O
Resumed by the Survey 34,019 beegas 7w., or 264 per cent.

Gnndbotﬂabenﬂedhndl cirmanree sacessnesress 207,936 10 O
Ditto resamptiont vesersevesnsrerciriecsvas-es 50,851 1510
Or 24 per cent,



Statement .thawing the Sub-division or Disiribution of the above.

Uninvestigated by the Survey Commiites. Investigated and determbed by the Survey Committee.
Nature of Tenure. :

. Jumboosur. Abhmode, Dehgj. Broach. Wagra. Uuklesur. Hansote.
Hereditary Tenures. Ba, ¢ p Re. & p! Ra a 1 Rs. & P Rs s P! .Re e p Re. 8.
1. Wants ...uueeeneeane.o] 1,110,632 6 121,143 12 810,115 5 5]26,045 11 (5)151,243 4 4;36,855 10 3{25,076 4
2. Vechaneea and Gursncen. . 17,725 9 621,366 1 5| 4,976 12 & . 26 12 - 36 4 186 6

3. Hareee .......00cirnen 2054 9 3 397 4 3 41514 Y I
4. Pewusthan ...c..onuen 10,102 15 1] 3,632 1 9 1,407 8 4] 4756 10 9] 5394 14 7| 1,587 2 0] 1,746 i1
5. Wugeefa Khyrat ........ 11,608 13 6 1,752 11 3{ 12415 4 8,423 11 9 2,029 14 10 4,575 7 3| 4,339. 4
Total....Re 1,52,124 5 548,191 15 417,040 8 -6/39,252 13 11|58,668 1 9[43,054 8 0{32,248 10

Resumabie Tenures.

¢+ 1. Posseetas Nukra ........| 79,477 12 720,810 15 3! 5715 & 8 7,543 11 510,549 1 0| 5414 0 11} 8,031 0
2. Dhurmadaze............ 252 2100 238 1 10 713 10} 1,458 8 3| 52 5 6 30 6 6 76 4
Total,...Re.{ 79,729 15 521,049 1 1] 5,723 3 GI 9,002 3 810,601 6 6] 5444 7 5, 8,107 4
Graud Total.. .. Rs.| 2,31,854 4 10{69,241 0 5{22,763 12 0|48,255 1 7/69,269 B8 3[48,498 ]5 »5| 40,355 15

[ —

Rupees 3.".;3,859-1-3. Rupces 2:65.379-8-7.
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6. 'The last statement shows that the uninvestigated Talookas contain by
far the greater proportion of the first four of the hereditary tenures enumerated,
and abont seventy-five per cent. of the principal “ service” tenure, the most
important of the whole in point of reversionary value.

7. The Honorable Court of Directors, in commenting upon the result of
the Revenue Burvey of the Unklesur and Hansote Purgunas, make use of the
following words :—

“ It appears to us, as far es we are enabled to draw an inferencs from the
information you have afforded, that the alignated lands open to resumption
divide themselves into two sorts,~those which have been gmnted for service
no longer required, and those which have been fraudulently Withdrawn from
the assessment.” (Vide revenue letter to Bombay, 13th February 1822,
page 644, Vol. TII. of Revenue Selections.)

This would appear to refer to the whole of those lands held as well under
“Pusaceta Nukra” tenure as undar « Pusaeeta Chakrea,” or specific village
“ service” tenure (charitable allowances to individuals, which is the meaning of
Pusaceta Nukra, being everywhere distinet from endowments of religious
establishment). Instances of the resnmption of Dewusthan Pusaeeta do occur,
(see paragraph 198 of the revenne letter from Bombay of the 10th June 1815,
page 649,) “ where the Pusaeceta has been unusually great” ; but the same
paragraph mentions that this tenure was very generally respected, and the
non-interference principle lately inculcated by Government with respect to
Dewusthan would also probably further protect alienations under that tenure,
On the other hand, “the Pusaeeta lands of *Bhats, Brahmins, or others who
render no service whatever to the village in which the land lies, or who reside
beyond the Company’s territories, have elso generally been resumed.” These
resumptions come uuder Pusaeeta Nukra,

8. Of the hereditary class of tenures, it is difficlt to hazard & conjecture
a8 to what might be resumed by an early inquiry. The same letter quoted in
the Tast paregraph gives the Tollowing account of the first two, viz. ¥ Wanta”
and * Vechaneea Guraneea” (vide paragraph 191) :—

“ The most important alienation was the Wanta lands held by the Gradijas.
This deseription of tenure dates its origin from the remotest period, and hes
been therefore universally recognised and confirmed to the proprietor for ever.
The same feelings which influenced the Grassia proprietors tenaciously to
assert their right to the old Wanta operated in a manner very creditable to the
cheracter of this class of our subjects, voluntarily fo determine them to
acknowledge the right of Government to resume whatever quantity the Survey
might establish to have been improperly alienated. Under the operation of
this equitable principle, the whole of the Vechaneea, Guranees; and Vuilud-
danea* lands, which had gradually assumed the denomination of new Wanta
a0d Wanta, have been resumed in these villages.”

The 196th paragraph further details the of redeeming the Vech

* « Vulluddenea” is & modification of * G " and relates to specifio as the latter
term does to indefinite martgage,
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Guranees, viz, by a pecuniary compromise ; and some similar course might
possibly still offer in the uninvestigated Talookas,

9. Paragraph 199 also mentions the tenure denominated “ Hareea,” or
blood-land, which it js said wes very generally resumed, but upon what
grounds is not stated. - A reference to the statement already given shows that
the Vechaneea, Guraneea, and Hareea tenures’ are at this day almost exclu-
sively conferred to the umnvestlgated Talookas. s

10. The “Wuzeefa Khyrat” is analogous to Dewusthan, the one being a
Maholdedan and the othet & Hindoo term for lands originally bestowed with
one and the same object, the support, namely, of religious establishments, 1
do not anticipaté that much would be resumable out of this class of lands, nor
indeed any, except in cases where the alienation was found to be continued to
the benefit of individuals rather than of establishments.

11. With regard to the manner of dealmg with the i mqmry yet unperfected
in the Zilla, it would be presumptuous in me to offer an opinion at this stage
of the question, Regarding, however, the signally unsuccessful result of the
desultory attempts hitherto made from time to time for asserting the rights of
Government, there woyld appear to be no chance of arriving at anything
satisfactory, if the investigation is to be resumed by the unassisted agency
of the present estublishment of the Zilla at the point where the Survey Com-
mittee’s inquiry ceased, I find, indeed, that during the last ten years from
three hundred to four hundred *notices” (under Section XL. Regulation
XVI11. of 1827) bave been issued for the trial of doubtful claims, but that not
more than three of these have been brought to issue, one of the latter being
the case laid before you with my letter No. 147, of the 14th July last, which
case itself was of several years standing. The utmost that can rensanably be
looked for from the permanent establishment would appear to be a strict and
uniform application of the Rules to lapses occurring in resumable tenures
in those Talookas where the Survey Commitiee have already paved the way,

12. With regard to the arrears of notices referred to in the foregoing para-
graph, I cannog undertake to state that there is the least probability of ever
bringing them to issue in the ordinary course. Each case, indeed, would be
eguivalent to s civil suit, (conducted as it is directed they should be in Section
XLIL, Clause lst, Regulation XVII. of 1827,) with the concomitaat delay,
expe®¥ of process, and ultimate right of appeal eppertaining to civil process;
and such an investigation, even if practicable, in addition to the other current
business of a Collector and Magistrate’s Office, would be slow and uncertain,
and wholly inadequate to meet the end in view. Ia fact, nothing more feasi~
ble suggests itself than that & competent Committee (of which the Collector
might be & member) should prosecute the investigation uninterrupted by the
miscellancous calls which interfere to distract the attention of the local officers
from any exclusive subject of inquiry.

. 1 have the honour te be, &c.
(Signed) J. M. Daviss,
Broack Collector’s Camp, Bawa Rein, 13th December 1847. Collector.
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No. 62 or 1848,

. TermrToriaL Dsrartuent, Revenve.
To D. A. Brang, Esg,, .
Revenue Commissioner Northern Division, Ahmedabad.

« Str,—With reference to your circular endorsement No. 705, dated 5th May
1847, on copy of an extract of a letter from Government, No. 1219, dated 30th
April antecedent, on the subject of ascertaining exactly in what pomtlon the
proceedings for investigating the validity of rent-free titles stand in the
different Collectorates, I beg to state that I cannot find from the records of
this office that any regular inguiry has ever been instituted into the validity of
rent-free titles in this Zilla. The survey and measurement of the entire Pur-
gunas of Qolpar, Koorsud, Bulsar, Soopa, Parchole, Chowrasee, Parnera, and
also six villages in the Bugwara Purguna, were completed by Major Newport
and his Assistants, but I cannot ascertain exactly in what way the inquiry was
-conducted by that officer or his assistants into the title on which lands
*were held rent-free; but it would appear that the right of occupancy was
admitted and recorded by the Officers of the Survey as they now stand on the
accounts of this office ; and they endeavoured only to discover whether parties
thus claiming possession of rent-free lands actually held more land than they
claimed a right to, or could show an apperent title to hold from Sunuds or
length of time of possession. Al land discovered &s held over and above what
parties were considered apparently entitled to was entered as Wadara, or ex-
cess, and in the Purgunas of Oolpar, Koorsud, and Parchole, encroachments,
whether on Siskaree or Maafee lands, have in all instances been assessed, and
the assessment on Wudare on the Sirkaree land in the Purgunas of Soopa,
Bulsar, and Chowrasee, surveyed by Major Newport, has been enforced, but not
on Maafee lands. A portion, however, of the latter in the Chowrasee Purgu-
na, has gince, at different times, been assessed, and several notices were issued
by Mr. Simson in 1841 in this Purguna; but in the Parnera Purguna, and in
the seventeen villages of Bugwara, viz. six surveyed by Mujor Newport,
and eleven by Hurreebhace Oomeasunkur, no steps have been as yet taken to
realize the rent due to Government on such Wudare lands, whether Sirkaree
or Maafee. The Purgunas of Chicklee, Walore, and Boharee were meadfifed by
Moonsiffs, under the directiona of the late Mr. Morison, many yeats ago, and
subsequently by order of the Principal Collector in 1836; but it would appear
that no encroachments were discovered.

2. The Wudara on Sirkaree and Maafee lands, discovered by Mr. Kelly
by his survey of the Sarbhone Purguna, and eleven villages of the Kurode, at
intervals from 1832 to 1847, has, in every instance, been assessed and brought
to the t of Gover t. From the above it would appear that in the
Purgunas of Walore and Chicklee, sixty-three villages of the Bugwara Pur-.
gunas, and eighteen villages of the Kurode Purgunma, oo regular survey or
measurement has taken place, although throughout the whole Collectorate
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lands have at various times been resumed and assessed, both Sirkaree and
Maafee, when instances of their being held without title have been brought to
the notice of the Collector ; and it would appear that Mr. Simson in the year
1841 directed that Wudara land to a great extent should be assessed, and the
proceeds brought to the credit of Government, and in case payment should be
refused, that notices should be issued in the usual manner, calling on the
holders to prove their title under Regulation XV1L A, ». 1827, (Vide Jum-
mabundee Report for 1840-41, No. 301, dated 21st September 1841, para-
greph 23.) o )

3. Government, in its letter No. 1087 dated 12th April 1842, paragraph 14,
called the attention of the Collector to the importance of immediately attend-
ing to this subject, lest the period that had elapsed might prove fatal to the
claims of Government to its fair assessment, and Mr. Simson issued many
hundred notices under the Regulations; but no great progress appears to have
been made in this inquiry, probably, as suggested by Mr. Simsonin the 25th
paragraph of his Jummsabundee Report for 1840-41, dated 215t September 1841,
No. 301, .from the various other important and pressing duties to which
the attention of the Collectors was necessarily directed.

4, 1 may also cbserve that an inquiry was also made by Mr. Andrews,
while Assistant Collector, in 1827, into the Vdchaneea and Guraneea Jands in
Parchole, and his proceedings were approved and confirmed by Government.

5. I beg to annex s statemeng showing what has been already effected in
regard to lands held in excess in this Collectorate, and to state that I have
called the attention of Mr. Robertson, my First Assistant, to the ity
for immediately proceeding with this inquiry in the districts under his charge,
and that I will without delay enter upon the same myself.

I have the Lionour to be, &e.

(Signed) P, Stewanr,
Serat Collector's Office, Camp Anjna, 23rd February 1848, Collector.

Statement showing the Purgunas in the Surat Collectorate in whick Survey and
Measurement have been made.

Ramos of the Pargunas. Remarks,

Surveyed by Major Newport, and excess. when
E\.’"ﬁ‘g’;{& """"""""" vt discovered, whether in Sirkaree or Maafee
Parchole ... ... e T7|] land. has been assessed and cqpdited to Govern-

Surveved by Major Newport, and the excess of
Seor Sirkaree land was then sssessed, but not thet
Bn"mr """"" ARERRLNER LS of the Msafee. A portion, however, of the
('hs;rn..*; T e Intter, in the Chowrasee Purguna, has since been

assessed, and seversl voticcs were issned by
1L Mr. Simson in 1841 in thia Purguna,
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Nawmes of the Purgunas, I Remarks.
Parners ....iiiienieiial Surveyed by Major Newport, but the excess dis-
Six villages of the Bugwara Pur- { covered has nb,t beeﬁv;gsessed either in Sirkaree
BUDB. . L.t or Maafee lands.
Eleven ditto ditte .........7.. Surveyed by Hurreebhaee Qomeasunkur, do. do.
Surveyed and measured by Moonsiff by order of
Walore and Boharee .......... <the Iate Mr. Morison, and subsequently by order
Chicklee ,....... Cerinen v of the Principal Collector in 1836, but no en-
croachments appear to have been discovered.
Surbhone . . . Surveyed at intervals from 1832 to 1847, by Mr.
Surbhoue. . 0}_ .the' - Ku.r.a'd e | K;:lly, é@ssxstantd Surl:ey;)r qnd Builder. Excess,
ngunahg . o o RN when discovered, whether in Sirkaree or Maa-
fee land, has been assessed.

(Bigned) P. Stewarr,
Collector,

Surat Collr’s Office, Camp Anjna, 23rd February 1848.

'

No. 203 or 1848,
Terrrrdkiaz DeparTHENT, REVENUE,

To D. A. Braxg, Egq.,
Revenue Commissioner Northern Division, Poons.

S1r,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated
15th March last, No. 454, relative to the investigation into the titles of alienat-
ed lands, and requesting & statement of the extent of such lands in this Zilla,
showing the extent investigated and confirmed, and that still remaining to be
inquired into ; and beg to submit the accompanying statement, which will
afford alfthe information required by you.

2. In reply to your 2nd paragraph, I beg to state that the date of the Go-
vernment letter alluded to in paragraph 4 of my letter of the 23rd February last,
No. 62, is 17th November 1828, No. 2189, copy of which, together with that of
the Collector’s letter, to which it is a reply, I beg to annex, from whick it will
be seen that Government had authorised the Collector to fix the Salamee
leviable on the Vechaneea and Guraneea lands in the Purguna of Parchole, on
the death of the then incumbents, at one-half of the full village rate, a8 pro-
posed by the Collector; but from inquiry, I find that this order has not been
bronght into effect, as by an order dated 2nd August 1837, of the late Acting
First Assistant Collector, Mr. Liddell, then in charge of the Parchole Purguna,
the Mamlutdar of that district was directed to act in reference fo these lands
according to Regulation X. of 1831, since which no measures have been
adopted,
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3. From column 8 of the accompanyihg statement, you will perceive that
there are landa to the extent of 104,910 beegas 9 w. 2 ww. held rent-free, the
validity of the titles of which remains to be inquired into. 1 have directed
the Mamlutdars to prepare notices, and as they are prepared they are signed
and issued to the parties, agreeably to the Regulations.

4, I bave called spon the Mamlutdar of Mandvee to furnish a statement
showing the extent of alienated land in that Purguna, which I will transmit as
#oon as possible. Ca

1 have the honour to be, &e.

(Signed) P. STEwarT,
Collector,
Surat Collector's Office, 17th July 1848,

Statement
15



Ssatement showing the Amount of Aliénoked Land in G'owmm.ent Villages, in the Surat Zilla, including Pusaeeta Inani,
Glirass, Wuzeefa, Vechancen, Guraneea, Chakriat, Salamee, and Nukra, §c. Lands.

Amount of Land the
mm:;.t:fﬁ;nﬁe :&:ﬁn;ﬁ?mﬁ:; Amonnt of Land { validity o the Title of
. Total Amount of |inquiry, under Regula-} Present Total Amotint Jafter dus inquiry, under, uoder inguiry, on whie:;;emnlns "A be
No. Purgunas. tion XVIL of 1927, | of Alionated Land. | Regulation XVII, of | Wiich Notices | inquired into, asd, ou
the Tutle being 1821, the Titlobeing | D270 Uoen | which Natices huve
found defective. ackoowledged valid. isgued. not meu:d.
1 2 4 5 6 7 8
Beegas  w. ww. Bbegns w. ww.) Beegas w. ww.Beegos w. ww.| Besgas Wi ww.
1 1683 &5 5 16836 & 5 iI2 0 0124 0 0O 16800 5 5 ‘.
2 33814 1 10 33,655 18 0 1,268 10 15 403 16 10 31,983 10 153 &
3 20,040 3 135 19,999 3 15 12 0 035 2 5 19931 1 10 9
4 4,051 7 & 4051 7 5{ ... 33 10 15 4,017 16 1o
5 5508 10 0 5508 10 0  ...... cernan 5508 10 0
6 2737 5 O 2737 5 O H2 18 5111 0 5 2,61 6 10
7 6390 8 § 6,300 8 5 R TP 6,39 8 5
8 5,501 13 2y 5,490 12 73 145 13 73 99 16 6} 5245 2 14
9 4820 5 10 4,788 1 10 37 5 5250 18 0 4,490 18 5
10 2,824 10 10 cees o 2,824 10 10 [ 29 9 0 2,795 1 10
11 1,945 16 15 25 6 15 1,680 10 0 7 5 5 1,643 4 15
12 3446 17 3} ... 3416 17 3 4 4 0 3442 3 3
Total....{107,917 4 03 497 15 0107419 9 03 LN 7 1241917 12 64 104910 9 2
3 (Signed) P. STEwanr,

Surat, Collector's Office, 17th July 1848,

Collector.
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No. 58 or 1828.

TerrrPORIAL DEPARTMENT, REVENUE.
To J. Bax, Esq,
Secretary to Government, Bombay.

Sir,—] have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
Goverament letter to. 23rd August last, calling apon me fo state the amount
Ackuowledging reecipt of of Salamee which should be imposed on the Vechaneea

letten, : dnd Guraneea lends, in the Parchole Purguna, on
the death of the present incumbents,

The land being of various qualities, the Government rent must depend upon

. the customary rates of the villages in which itis
hi’:ﬁ'g’ a;‘;z:hm te  gitnated. The amount of Salamee is subject to no
fixed rule; it rests altogether on the will of the Go-

vernment. It seldom amounts to a full rent, and is often as low as one-sixth
Bnd one-seventh. In the present instance it is an entirely gratuitous act, and
if settled at one-half of the full village rate, it will leave the possessor a saleable
property in his estate, and give him no cause to be dissatisfied with the

liberality of Government.
I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) W. Srusss,
Collector..
Surat, Collector's Office, 10th November 1828,

No. 2189 or 1828.
TeRRITORIAL DEPARTMENT, Revenye:
To W. Stusns, Eeq., '
: Collector of Surat.

Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the
10th instant, and to inform you that the Honorable the Governor in Councit
authorises you to fix the Salamee, leviable on the Vechaneea and Guraneea
lands in the Purguna of Parchole, on the death of the present incumbents, at
one-half of the full village rate, as proposed.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) J. Bax,
Secretary to Government.
Bombay Castle, 17th November 1828,
(True copies)

(Signed) P. Stewarr,
Collector.
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No. 298 or 1848.

TerriTor1AL DrparTuEnt, REvENUS,
To D. A. Braxe, Eeq.,

. Revenie Commissioner Northern Division, Poona.

Sir,—1I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated
25th July last, No. 1471, requesting to be informed if the decisions with res-
pect to the lands in column 6 of the statement forwarded with my letter dated
17th idem, No. 203, have been reported for the confirmation of Government,
as required by Regulation XVII, of 1827 ; and, in reply, beg to inform you that
of the amount of land entered in column 6 of the statement above alluded
to, only nine instances, extending over 295 beegas 1 w. 12} ww. of land, have
been reported to Government and received their confirmation, s shown in
the accompanying statement. The remaining 1,296 beegas 6 w. of land were
coufirmed to the holders; but the proceedings of the Principal Collector, his
Assistants, and Assistant Collector, were not submitted to Government for
confirmation, as required by Regulation XVII. of 1827.

1 have the honour to be, &e.
(Signed) P. Stewagrt,
Collector,
Surat, Collector’s Office, Camp Urajun, 4th November 1848,

Statement



Biatement showing the Total Amount of Land in each Purguna, the right to Pomn‘aanw‘hicﬁhﬂbm nquired into by the
Principal Collector, his Assislants, and Assistant Collector.

s onchs Pamgones e
Total Araoustof Tand | ipogy) Armownt of Tand | right to m!‘;tnm
to P of which n::uh hmumo’m:xhn ;zej;hu been hqncvl
"“mb""p Jnquirsd (M0lhes  boan tnuired. o lector, bis Asdstante,
No. Purg """“D':"""u"-":_bznmmﬁum‘ﬁ et Remarks.
itiad by them, and thel" ST D7 b, buiiebich bave not been wob
ducision confirmed by wmeat, for conéirmation, as ro-|
Reguiation]
XVil. of 1897,
1 ] [] 4 5 R [}
Beegas w. ww Beegas w. wwi Beegee W, wWw. ,

1 [Oolpar.......... 12 0 0

2 'Koorsud ........ 2512 5| 460 0 0] »1,192 18 10/s—Disallowed by the Prineipal Collector, the late Mr. Forbes. Parties,

3 e 15 0 o  ...... being Oigsatiafied, filed a suit in the Surat Adewlut : Principal Col-

Trenes lector’s decision was partly confirmed. Special Appeal was made tor the
Sudder Dewanee Adawlut : decree of the Judge reversed, and the
lend confirmed to the parties accordingly by Government.
5.—Decision by the late Mr, R. G. € , When First Assistant
Principal Collecter, 4. D, 1829,
4 iSurbhone........ cives c4616 0O 66 2 5lo—Disallowed by the Principal Collector, the late Mr, Forbes. Parties,
. . being dissatisfied, filed & suit in the Surat Adawlut: Principal Collee-
tor’s decision was reversed by the Judge. Government refused permis-
sion to make a special appeal to the Sudder Dewancs Adawlut, and
the Iand was confirmed to the parties Wdlnglg. }
D.—Decision by tha late Principal Collector, Mr. Stubba, a. D. 1832,

5 [Parchole ........ 32 815 =113 412} 8. Disallowed by the then Principal Collector, My, Vibart, in the
instance of 11} beogas 16 w. 17} ww, Parties, being dissatisfied, filed a
suit 10 the Surat Adawlut: Principal Collector’s decision was reversed,
in consequence of the Acting Principal Cellector, Mr, Andrews, who
sacceeded Mr. Vibart, having admitted the right of the plaintiff; and
the land was eonfirmed to the parties Bccordingly by Government.

. In the instance of the remeining 1 beega 8 w. 15 ww., the clmam waa
disallowed by the Principal Collector, Mr. 8imson. Parties, being
dissatisfled, filed a snit in the Surat Adawlut; bnt as Government did
not authorise the Principal Cellector to defend the same, the land was.
. confirmed to the parties.
6 |Chickles ........ [ ¥ 37 5 5/p—Decizionby Mr.J. K. Pelly, while Pirat Assistant Callector, A.5, 1843.
Total. . 85 ¥ 0 210 0 12} 1,296 6 ©

Burat Collector’s Office, Camp Urajun, 4th November 1848.

y (Signed) P. Srewart, Collector. *

£01
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No. 853 o 1847.
To D. A. Brang, Esq,
Revenue Commissioner Northern Division, Poond.

S1x,~I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your endorsement
dated 5th May last, No. 705, on an eatract from 2 Government letter calling
for information in regard to the progress which hes been made in this Collec«
torate in the investigation of the validity of rent-free titles to land.

2. In reply, I beg to state that up to this date 1,900 notices have been
issued to the occupants of land exempt from payment of public revenue under
the provisions of Regulation XV1I. of 1827, Section XL. . Out of these, 468
bave been decided, and have been reported in the form of Half-yearly Registera
to Gavernment. The sanction of Government has not, however, been received
to such decisions as have been in favour of the holders, without which they
cannot be considered as final.

3. The remaining 1,432 undecided notices, most of which were issued in
1827, have all been long pending before the deputed Assistants, but the conti-
nuel press of other more urgent business has hitherto prevented their being
disposed of. Now that the number of Assistants has been reduced, and that
under the circular from your department dated 4th January 1847, Ne. 23, it
will be necessary to submit to Government translations of all the proceedings
in cases decided in favour of the parties, I fear that there is stifl less prospect
of this investigation being speedily completed. I presume, however, that
where notices have been issued, the period of enjoyment would be reckoned
only up fo their date, so that in such cnses the interests of Government are
not liable to suffer by the delay which has occurred.

4. It has of late years been the practice in this Collectorate to attach the
lands of Inamdars on the death of the incumbent, however valid his title may
primé facie be, pending the orders of Government for their continuance or
otherwise. In some cases the proceeds of such lands have been credited
to Government, and in others kept in deposit. Under the Government circu+
lar dated 18th August 1845, No. 4084, this practice has been discontinued ag
regards Inam villages, because the holders, by virtue of their tenure, have
claims to money payments in compensation for liquor farms, but is retained
in the case of Inam fields, as the holders are not entitled to money payments
of any kind from Government. I have not hitherto ventured to interfere with
what had become an established practice in the Collectorate before I assumed
charge of it, although, apparently, not derived from any express order of Go-
vernment. As a general rule in regard to recoguised alienatfons entered in
the accounts without reference to suspicions as to validity of titles, it was intro-
duced after the receipt of the Rules of the 23rd June 1842, for deciding claims
to Wurshasuns and Jnam lards, both which seemed to be placed on the same
footing. 1 would, however, respectfully submit that these Rules, not having any
legislative sanction, cannot be held to supersede those laid down in the Regulas
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tions, and which, indeed, have continued to be acted on. As a succession does-
not strengthen a prescriptive right according to the Regulation, and as, in case
of a decision against the claim of a holder of land exempt from revenue, the
assessment is levied only from the date of that decision, the course to which
1 have referred does not seem necessary to guard the interests of Government,
whilst it is certainly vexatious to Inamdars with good titles, and should, I
think, be discontinued, notices being issued when required, if this has not been
previously done.

5. Under Section XLVIL. of the Regulation above quoted, the Collectoris
declaretl} under certain circumstances, not to be competent to leave such ques-
tions undecided. Ifany of the numerous cases now pending should be found
to come under this Section, fresh notices must, I presume, be issued; but other-
wise, the old notices, mostly of twenty years back, should be retained, it being
for the interest of Government to do so.

6. It appears to me that this inquiry, as well as that regarding Wursha~
suns, might be brought to a speedy conclusion, if an experienced Assistant
Collector were specially employed for the purpose. This might be done with-
out incurring any additional expense, (except for a small establishment,) by
teansferring temporarily to this Collectorate a First Assistant from Rutnagherry,
Kaira, or Surat, where the ordinary amount of work is understood to be less
than elsewhere, and where a Second and Third Assistant might probably
suffice for a time.

7. It may be a question whether there can be any necessity for formally
examining ail such claims. According to Section XL. Regulation XVII. of
1827,1it would seem that it is only when the Collector has reason to believe
that no sufficient title exists that it is competent to him to call upon the
occupant to defend his claim. At any rate, in cases where Inam lands pre
held gn duly registered deeds, granted by fully suthorised public officers, which
there are no grounds for calling in question, such a proceeding can scarcely
be called for.

1 have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) J. S. Law,
Collector,
Tanna, Collector's Circuit Kutcheree, Ghorebunder, 22nd October 1847,

; No. 455 or 1848,
To J. 8. Law, Esq.,
Collector, Tanna,
Bir,—I have the honoury with reference to your letter No. 853, of 22nd
October last, relative to the investigation into the titles to alienated lands, to
request that you will furnish me with a statement of the extent of such lands

in your Zilla, showing the extent investigated and confirmed, and that still
remaining to be inquired into. .



106

2. I would beg, also, that yon will mention if the whole of the uninvestigated
lands be included in the notices represented to have been issued, or otherwise,
to what extent.

3. The exception of Inam villages from the rule as to reporting successions,
aliuded to by you in paragraph 4, I understand to be on the grounds of the
recoguition of the titles inferred to have been conveyed by the grant of com-
pensation for liquor farms, but would wish to be distinctly informed if no
more direct recognitions have ever taken place.

4. I would beg that this information may be supplied at your very ealiest
convenience.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) D. A. Brang,
Revenue Commissioner Northern Division,

Revenue Commr.'s Camp, Ahinedabod Districts, Hudala, 16th March 1848.

(True copy)

(Signed) D. A. Brang,
Revenue Commissioner Northern Division,

No. 494 or 1848.
To D. A, Braxg, Esq.,

Revenue Commissioner Northem Division, Poona,

Str,~1I have the honour fo submit a statement regarding the investigation
of titles to alienated lands in this Collectorate, as called for in your letter dated
15th March last, No. 455,

2. As stated in the 2nd paragraph of my previous report dated 22nd
October last, No. 853, the confirmation of Government has not been received
to the several decisions reported as having been in favour of thé holders of
such lands. Perhaps this omission might even now be supplied, as on looking
over the Half-yearly Registers I find that the grounds of the decisions, espe-
cially in the earlier ones, are stated in sufficient detail. I beg to annex a few
as specimens, extracted fromthe Register for the half-year betweenthe 1st July
and 31st December 1829, transmitted to Government on the 21st March 1830.

3. The notices issued in 1827 seem to have extended to all the Inam
villages and lands entered in the accounts, and others have since been issued
from time to time as occasion arose; so that it may be said that the prelimi-
nary step has been taken in regard to all the uninvestigated lands as far as
known at present, although it is very possible that more may in time be
brought to light.

4. 1do not find that any general direct recognition by Government of the
titles to Inam villages has ever taken place. They were originally continued
to the parties in possession according to the list extracted from the Poona
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Duftur by the Commissioner of the Deccan, The titles of most, if not all, of
those included in the old Collectorate of the Northern Konkun, have been
inquired into, and reported to Governuent in the Registers above referred ta.
I have the honour to be, &c.
(Bigned) J. 8. Law,.
. Tanna, Collector's Office, bth June 1848. Collector,

Statemant showing the eztent of Alienated Lands investigated, and that atill
remaining to be inquired into.

INvesTIGATED,

2,386 beegas, 8 pands, 7 katees.
49 mooras, 8 furras; 8 pailies.
22 kass.
25} ploughs.
36 hons.
Annua! value of Hoondas, &e. of the extent of which there
is no record of any kind ssevvivesnsaverveacasi.. R8. 439 7 O

UNINVESTIGATED, 88 entered in the notices remaining to be decided.

2,663 beegas, 17 pands, 17} katees. _
580 mooras.
2} kass,
12} ploughs.
13 hons,
495 tukhas.
1 khundy, 5 maunds, 6 pailies.
Annual value of Hoondas, &c. of the estent of which thers

is no record of any kind sesscesocvesareescesse R0 1,042 4 2

(Signed), J. 8. Law,

Collector.
Tanna, Collecior’s Office, 5th June 1848,



Eetract from the Register of Decisions on Claims te hold Land wlmlly:)r partially exempt from the
by the Collector of the Northern Konkun, from the 1st July

and X, Regulation XVIL A. D. 1827,

t of Land R

F

0 the 3lst December 1829, with reference to

v

Chapters IX.

'
1

?

—18th Oct. 1527.

would appear that Rs. 1,500 is paid in cask, and the
village in question yielding Rs. 1,500 enjoyed, making|
atotal of Rs. 3,000. Regarding the question whether|
the holder is to account to the Sirkar for the actual
disbursements, it is not specified in the English
Poona book of all the Inams and Dhurmadeos that
annual aceounts are to be given. The accounts of]
the Apna Cheter for the years 1797-98 and 1799
1800 are in the Duftur ; but these are old, and none
of a later period are forthcoming. The Peshwa him-|
self granted a Sunud in the year in which the Nem-|
nook was given ; it is dated 12th Shaban Sun Sum-
men Tissayen (corresponding to A. b. 1797-98).
This was entered in the Poona book on the 6th Jyly

g ‘ ' E

§ E Nartes and Places of | Cause of Inquiry, Extent

%)% Tal Residence of P ) of Land, &c., aud Date Cause and Nature of Dacisions, Remarks.

8 o of Land. i of Notmg. . -

z | = ! -

1| 561/Sakoorlee. . .. {Trimbuk -Narayen/Refusd! to pay the as-\Bam Rao Kassinath Purchooray holds the village Kam-{Ses _Register
Purchooray, de-| sessment of Moujd gaum on account of the Anna Cheter for the Shree| of Decisions
censed; Wishway Assenolee, 'Turyfl Poorundey Iswer Poojs, and offering. On the 17th| from 1st Ja-
xath Gunesh Ns4  Korekada, Talookaj April 1828 Mr. Smmson, the Collector, ordered the| nua to
byt Ram Raol Sakoorlee, situated] Komavisdarto continne the village tll the grant was) 30th June
Kassinath Pur{ near the Mouj¢ confirmed, and in the column  Remarks” of Case] 1828,No.26.
chooray, of Gooy Kamgaum, Turuff No. 26 of Begister of Decisions.from 1st January to
hagur, in the Un{ Munvul, which is{ June 1828, the Collector noted *“a further representa-
juawell Talooka.  heldat Anna Cheter.| tion of this case will be made to Government.” It

1826, and is signed as having been so registered, by|
Mr. Warden, There is nothing to show that the

E



Balum Bhut bin,

——

Refusal to pay the ss-|
sessment of 11 bee-|
of Khureef Y
thevillage Kowa
Turuf Sonalee.—|
16th Nov. 1827.

Balum Bhut acknowledged the receipt of the noticé,|

. 177172) and Sun Sulas Ussar (. v, 1812-13)
- gbove individual, valued at Rs. 55, from which is|

econformity o the provisions of Clause 1si, Section

" XXXV, Begulation XVIL 4. p. 1827, that the land)

holder is bound to-give an annual account of thef
appropriation. Ordered, therefore, that the Nemd
nook be continued as heretofore, Order to this
effect sent to the Dufturdar on the 6th duly 1829,

and signed it. He produced a Sunud dated the 11thj
Mohurum, Sun Ussareen (a. ». 1719-20), signed by,
Balajee Wish: h Peshws, granting Govind Bhut)
bin Narayen Bhut 6 beegas of Khureef land in perpetu-|
ityin the village of Kowad, Turuf Sonalee. On Govind|
Bhut's death, the land was confirmed by another|
Sunud, granted by Bajee Rao Bullal Peshwa in per-|
petuity to Keshow Bhut bin Narayen Bhut, dated|
15th Suffer, Sun Sut Ussareen (a. b. 1725-26).
The above two Sunuds were for 6 beegas of land.
On the 7th Suffer, Sun Sullas Ussateen (a. ».
1722-23), the Peshwa, Bajee Rao Bullal, gave aj
Sunud to Keshow Bhut bin Narayen Bhat, granting
him 5 beegas of land in the Moujé Poravully. Thel
land granted by the above three Sunuds is 11 beegas,
which Kurvee enjoyed without interruption to this
day. In the Zburtees of Sun Eesnai Subbeyn (a. p.|

11 beegas of land are entered to the name of the

d, on t of the Zemindar’s Huks, Rs.
2-1-50, leaving Rs, 52-2-50 entered as above. In|
the Zemindars Taleebunds, 11 beegas of land are
entered in the name of Kurvee, valued, with the Ze.]
mindaree, at Rs. 55. The defendant has further
roved his descent from Balum Bhut bin Bappoo
Hut Kurvee. For the above reasons, erdered, in|

601
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No. of Cue

Tdooks.

No. of Notive.

Names and Places of
Realdence of Possessors)
of Land,

Cause of Inquiry, Bxtent
of Land, &c., and Date
of Notices

K

Cause and Nature of Decisions. .

Remar'ss.

59JSaknotloe. pes

Peer Munsoor Khan
Durgsh, Kusba
Shapoor by Shaik
Oosman  wulud
Jaffer Shah Pa.
kger, of the same]

3

b .
Refusal to pay the as-
:t:laisment of l'}nlfthe
illage of Tooley,
in the Turof A$ai,
Talooka Sak

. |
* Balum Bhut bin Bappoo Bhut Kurvee from A. D.

Shaik Oosman wulud Jaffer Shah Fakeer acknowledged

be continnel as heretofore in th of]

1829-30. Order to the above effect sent to the]
Komavisdar of Talooka Bassein.—27th July 1829.

the receipt of the notice, and signed it. He pro-
dneed sn Aignis Pottr, signed by Bajee Rao Bullal
Prudban, dated Sun Subha Fallaseen (A. m. 1736-37),
to the Mokadums of the village, the original of which

which he bolds in|
Mahsoolee Inam 3|

in like manner, in-|
cluding the Ghur
van, both of which|
he holds in farm on|
account of thg Peer|
Muansoor Khan.-—|
27th Dee. 1827,

and theothermaiety|

has been recorded in the Duftur. - Also a Zhurtee|
signed by Govind Mahadeo Adikasce, of the same|
Turuf, for the Sun Seet Tissayn (a. ». 1795-96),
and named witnesses, who state in their depositions)
that half of the village in guestion is his oolee!
Inam. This portion is rated at Rs. 38-1-0. The]
éther moiety they sn{ belongs to the Sirkar, which,|
together with the Ghurvan, is rated at Chinchooree|
Rs. 45-1-0, and was enjoyed many years b% the|
manager of the Peer Munsoor Khan Durgsh, Kusba
8hapoor, as the ancient servant of the Peer. Admit-
ted, therefore, in conform‘ig to the provisions of]
Clause 2nd, Section XXXVIII. Regulation XVIIL,
A. p. 1827, Ordered, in ref to ~Becti

XXXVIL of the eame Regulation, that half thel
village be held on Khyrat, and half i Mukta, as
above, from 1829-30. Order to this effect-sent to)
the Komavisdar of the Sakoorlee Talooka, on thej

17th Aogust 1829, No. 97. - ~ -

oll
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720]

314

Ditto ....

Nusrapoor ..

Anpajee Bao Belsd
present occu-

nts Kunde Rao)
lasee, and Gun-|

jee Rao Be-
ose, of the Moujé
Navalley.

Ramchunder Chin-|
Goméakujosr;ee

,  for
and on behalf of]
the Suwusthan]
8hree Vydenath,|
Moujé  Hoom-
gaum, Taruf Ko
thul Kullate,

Refusal to pay the]
assedsment of the
village  Nevalley,
Turuf Wusseree.—
27th Dec. 1827.

Both the occupants ackrowledged the receipt of the

notice, and mgned it. They produce the original
Sanud, dated in Sun Sulles Subbeyn (a..». 1772-73},
granting Ansjee Rao Belosee the village in Inam im|

erpetuity, and signed by Narayen Rac Bullal

radhan, This does ot appear to have been record-
ed in the Duftar according to custom. The Sunnd,|
however, bears the signature of the Peshwa himself)
and they held the village upon the strength of it.
Ordered, therefore, in conformity to the provisions|
of Section XXXVIL Regulation XVIL 4. p. 1827,
that the village be continued to them as fore,
from 1829-30. It is rated at Rs. 255-1-25. Order
to the above effect sent to the Acting Komavisdar,
of the Nusrapoor Talooka.—20th August 1829, Kul-
lian No. 128. . .

sessment of 3 bee-
gas of land in Monjé)
Gunnegaum, Turuf]
Kothul Kullate,~|
5th Sept. 1827.

Refusal to pay the as-|R

‘1" “of land, and desiring them to

_ Sunuds in.his possession at the time, This i a valid)

hunder Chi knowledged the receipt of]
the potice, signed it, and attended on the 3rd]
October 1827. He gave in a petition. Referring}
1o the notice; it was found that he attended six days|
after the prescribed time. He pleaded indisposition]
as an excuse. He filed Sunuds signed by Bajee Rao
Rugoonath “Prudhag, dated Sun Subban Ussee
3:; ». 1816-17), one to the address of the Mamlus-f

, & second to the Zemindars, and a third to_the
Mokadums of the Monjé Gununegaum, all three
in favour of Chi Joshee Gondgakur and]
Wassoodeo Bhut Abeyaskur, granting thel;: 3 beegas
ppropriate the r
of the aforesaid 3 beegas of land, Rs. 15, to the Shree
Oochan, Neither of these appears to have been re-
corded in the Duftur, according to custom. Inf

lanation of this omission, he said he had not the

[£1
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15

348)

Sukoorlee. . . .

IDeojee bin Maljee
Banlai Rao Adi|
karee, and Bhyr-

Jee Banlai Rao
Adikaree, of the
Turuf Rahoree,
Moujé Kunevul
ly.

jee bin Sumbha.)

\Refusal to pay thel
assessment of the|
villages Moujé Ku-|
ne\:ﬁly and Moujé
‘Washelah, in the|
Turuf Ravoor,
which they hold in|
farm.—29th Nov.
1828,

resson. In the Poons lists of Dewnathens, Dhurma-|
deos, and Inams, received from Bombsdy, the land i)
entered likewise in the Poona book sent to Tanna.
The Sumuds are addressed to the Mookhteyar Adi-
' karee, as directedin Section XXXV. Regulation XVIL.

of 1827. Ordered, therefore, in conformity to the|
provisions of Section XXXVIL. Regulation XVIL.,
that the land be continued as heretofore from 1829-30,
and that the revenue, Rs. 15, be appropriated for the|
Shree Vydenath. Order to the above effect issued
to the Komavisdar of Nusrapoor, -on the 5th|
September 1829, Kullian No. 138, |

'The V; attended within the time prescribed in
the notice, and filed petitions. It appeared, on in-
vestigation, that both the villages were given to thel
holders in Esaput Mukta on the 25th March 1822,
on the Beriz of 1816-17, as follows :—
Moujé Kunevally.... Bs. 758 2. 12
Moujé Washelah. . .. 687 3 50

Total....Rs. 1,446 1 62
(The vi ‘Washelah was surveyed in 1827-28, and|
the land rated at Rs. 54 per beega, thereby estimat-
ing Rs. 487-1440 by survey more than the Beriz of]
1816-17. The Ryuts of this village presented af
petition to the Hoozoor on the 12th Apnl 1828, beg-|
ging that it be taken under the protection of Go-

vernment, or that it be given to them in farm, offering;

(41
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Bassein. , .. ..

[Ramchunder Jug-

i;nnnth, of the
oujé Budaney,

Turuf Sonalee,

Refusal to pay the as-|
sessment of half thel
village of the Moujd
Budaney, which he;
holds in Inam, and

to pay Re. 125 annually more than the Adikaree.
They complained of being oppressed by the Adike
ree, and stated that he held both villages as Khotef
for a short time under the Iate Government, and that}
he was afterwards dispossessed of both. They begged|
that it be resumed by Government, for both the]
above reasons. The Adikaree, on the other hanhd,

roduced the kutcha accounts of the villages, which|

id not exhibit any very great profit in his favour.
Regarding the right of Government to resume Esa-
put villages, it _appears to have been the custom un-|
der the late Government to order the survey of]
Esaput villages at the same time as sll other villages,
in the event of the Mahal in which both are situat-
ed being surveyed, to raise the assessment to the
survey rates, and in the event of the Esaputdars)
refusing t:lupny the increase, for Government to re-|
sume the village. The Ryuts of the village Washelah
were desired to file a complaint, statiug the particu-
lars of the Muktadar’s oppressi;&,‘ an‘;l in conformity]

to the provisions of § XVIL R

XVIL, of 1827, it was ordered that both the villages b
inued to the Adil ding to former order,

from 1829-30 till the completion of the survey of]

the Mahal in which they are included, or till they re

fuse to pay the survey assessment. Order to the above

effect issued to the Acting K isdar of the Sak
lee Talaoka, on the 16th October 1829, No. 161.

Ramchunder Juggonnath acknowledged the receipt of]
the notice, and signed it. He died two months aga.
Shamrao Juggonnath attended in lien of the d d

and produced an original Sunud, signed by Bajeel
Rao liiullnl Prudhan, dated 17th Rubee-ool-Akhun

the Ghurvan of the|

Sun Seet Ussaryen Mya wu Ulluf (. ». 1725-26), ta

gt
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Names and Places of | Canse of Inquiry, Bxtent K .
R of of Land, &c., and: Date Canse and Nature of Decisions. Remarks.

No. of

of Land, of Notice.

whole village.—2ndi the address of Mahadajee Krishua Prubhoo, advisin
November 1827, lnm of half the vnllage together with the Koolbub,
prttee, Pﬁsteksuttee,&wnter, vl;;
tree!,grasastones. , Neekshep, &c. ha
been given in Inam. Thmy Sunnd h;'p been aed
in the Duftur, He likewise showed four Daklas of]
the Soobadars and K isdars of the late Govern-
ment, antecedent and subsequent to the years 1803-04.
Further, it is proved that he held half the village in|
Ynam, and tbe whole of the Gharvan, from the timel
of the cession to the Company. Ordered, thereft
in conformity to the provisions of Clause 3rd, Sectlon
XXXV. Regulation XVIL . p. 1827, that it be
contmued joiutly as heretofore, from 1829-30, tof
Shamm uggonnath, Ram Rao Yeshwunt, Naroo,
t, Vamun Bajee Rao, Shewa Ram Myput,
Hybut Rao Moreshwur, a.nd Gunnesh Sudasew,)
total seven sharers. The Inam is rated at Rupees
701-3-0, which m '.o be entered annually in_thel
Inam t bundee of the whole|
village to be mndeb the Sirkar, and the
alienated as above, ’;he whole of the Ghurvan and
half the village to be deducted in favour of the
Inamdars. One-half only to be ‘entered in the
Sirkar Vussool Bawkee, and the other half to be paid
to the Inamdars. The Surpatelkee allowance belongs;
to the Sirkar, and is to be deducted, from the half of}
the Inam equally with the other half. Order to
the Komavisdar of the Talooka Bassein, dated Oth
November 1829, No. 137.

(True extract)  (Signed)  J. 8. Law, Collector.

vil
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No. 595 or 1847,

To the Revenve Commissioner NorrHERN Division,

Str,—With reference to your endorsement No. 705, under date the 5th
instant, on extract from Government letter No. 1219, of the 30th ultimo, I
‘have the honour to refer you to Mr, Collector Bell’s {etter No, 551, underdate
the 28th June 1845, as containing a full exposition of the state of the inquiries
into rent-free lands in this Collectorate. Mr. Bell's Jetter was replied to by
Mr. Secretary Townsend in & communication to the Revenue Commissioner,
No., 5346, of the 14th November following.

I have the honour to be, &e,
{Signed) G. InveramITY,
Acting Collector.
Khandeish Collector’s Office, Camp Moolair, 10th May 1847,

No. 1796 ov 1848,

To the REvenvE CommssioNer Norruery Drvisiox.

‘S1r,—~As directed in your letter No. 456, dated the 15th March lest, I have
the honour to ¢ it, enclosed, a stat t of the extent of Inam land io this
Collectorate, showmg the extent investigated and confirmed, and that still
remaining to be inquired into.

{ have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) A, Euvmns'ron,
Collector.
Khandzish Collector’s Office, Dhoolia, 22nd November 1848.

Statement
7 -



Statement of the Extent qf Tnam Land in the Khandeish - Collactorate, showing theextent investigated und confirmed, and
Y that which still remains to be inquired into, as required by #he Revenua Commissioner’s Lattor JNo. 456, dated the 16tk

March 1848,
Inem investiguted, and confirmed ¥ #till renonining to be inquired
estiguted, and by | Toam it Total in Tnsm Land,
Talookas,
Extent ip Beegas. Amaunt. Extant in Beegas, Amount. Extent {n Beegas. Amount.

Bagas p. Re & p Beogne . Ra. a p ‘Beegas  Pp. Re., & P

1. Dhoolia ., \ 14,307 184 12,619 O TR 14,307 18§ 12,619 0 O
2. Amulneir . . 14,164 144| 15635 1 @ 11,339 13 13,643 11 3 25,504 29,278 12 9
3. Erandole .. aee 20,155 63 29,901 7 6 cevenn 20,155 6} 20901 7 6
4, ma'guum I 12,278 19}) 16,255 7 9 1,471 & 1,273 11 9 18,750 44 17529 8 6
5. Chuleesgmm............ 4,122 1 2,539 11 6 6,215 108 4,316 14 9 10,337 124 6,856 10 3
6. 153, FPPR 9,435 12 6,462 8 3 11,262 104 6,008 11 3 20,698 28 12,471 6
7. Baglan ... 8,227 134 7,538 2 13,727 23 9,541 13 6 21,954 16} 12,080 0 O
8. Pimpulnair 5,288 10 5357 2 4] 8,804 4} 5354 7 0 14,182 143} 10,711 9 6
9. Nundoorbar ...... erees [ 56,720 9 80,165 4 3 56,720 9 80,165 4 3
10. Bonltnnpoor coae B 673 12 1,001 11 0O 20,938 2 33,641 12 9 21,611 14 84,733 7 9
11, Thnlmu' L10717 107 18,415 2 8 19 10 36 7 6 10,737 © 18,451 9 9
12. Chopm . 19,143 10 | 36,889 10 6| 4,210 154/ 4,758 15 3 23,354 53 41,648 9 9
13, Yawul . 13,445 1§l 19425 3 3 aesese ) seeaa 13,445 13| 19,425 3 3
14, Sowda . . 17,620 51 83,577 5 6 884 10 725 2 0O 18,504 15 | 34,302 6
16, Nlunenbod... RYTETE 17,066 73 29,107 13 17,066 7§ 29,107 13 3
16, Jamnair, . . .ocioveeqan 15,892 6 15,957 8 @ 802 5§ 156 8 9 16,194 11 16114 1 9
Total. . 187,539 8| 250,773 0 3 135,985 184 1,569,623 8 0] 323,525 6} 410,398 8 3

(Errors excepted)

Khandsish Collector’s Office, Dhoolia, 23nd November 1848,

(Signed) A. Errumvaron, Collector,

gt
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No. 125 or 1848.

To D. A. Brang, Esg,,
Revenue Commissioner Northern Division, Surat.

Sir,~—In reply to your letters as per margin, calling for areport on the state
Endorserpent No. 705, of the. 5th May 1847, from the Revenue of the inquiry into

mcfmé':"m;" ngsn :)ﬁ?m 7 No. 125 the validity of rent-
m the Agent, 25¢] 1847, No. 125. 1

Lerv,eyr 7th June,Aglo. 933, fromy the Revenue Commissioner N. D. free titles, [ h?ve
Reply from the Agent, 30th June, No. 173 the honour to give
Letter 7th July, No. 1113, from the Revenue Commissioner N, D, you the fougwing

Reply from the Agent, 31st July, No. 214. . -

Letter dth Augtfte, No. 1288, from the Revenue Commissioner information.
Northern Division and letters Nos, 1851 and 264, dated res- 2. Thereis asum
pectively 19th November 1847 and 12th February 1848. of Rs. 14,7222 )

alienated in Inam, under the following heads :—

For lands granted in Tnam, i. e. the three villages

Ambeeghur, Koorkoondee, and Koortumbee .... Rs. 1,833 10 1
For ditto granted for charitable purposes, three

villages, Kotghur, Warrow Khoord, and Wunowlee. 1,031 12 10
Miscellaneous grants on rice and garden land, cocoa-

nut and toddy trees e cs vasssareccsacaccsavees 4,755 11 0
Endowments to Hindoo and Mahomedan shrines of

saints, and temples, viz. three whole villages, So-

goon, Narrungee, and Wullowlee, and half of three

villages, Chinchowles, Khar Peramba, and Moujé )

Peramba ceeeeseinronsacasnesecnvsssnsascsnss 7,101 0 7

. Total....Rs, 14,722 2 6

3. T do not believe that any other lands in Colaba, besides the above, are
held free of rent, except Kowlee land, of which the period of exemption hes
pot yet expired. Some of these, however, require investigation, as these Kowls
were granted by the late Dewan without due authority, after the decease of
the late infant child Ranojee Angria. My predecessor, Mr. Davies, caused
all persons to register their Sunuds, and 189 of these were registered, amounting
to Rs. 12,676-6-9, leaving Rs. 2,145-11-9 of the whole amount alienated, of
which the title-deeds have not yet been registered, One of the unregistered
title-deeds is that of the villages of Koorkoondee and Koortumbes,
Rs. 1,412-9-4, held in Inam by the Chitnees of the Raja of Sattara for
as many years back as the accounts of this State extend, i. o. 1814-15, of
the title to which there is no doubt. The remaining Rs. 733-2-5 is com-
posed of,— i
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Dewusthatl v eeecacarerssrsssassonnssssanscsacessRa, 422 10 7
Dhurmadaee cvessenenssnccsorscanrsstersnansrsans 122 11 10
Special reward .eceeesncireriraititaneriiinrarees 32 29
Jnam T PP P PR 135 9 3

Total....Rs. 733 2 &

4. The investigation which remains to be made is as follows :—

1st.—What relationship do the present incumbents bear to the origmal

grantees ¥ ,

2nd.—Of those who have no title-deeds, to trace back the origin of the
grants from the accounts of the late State.

3rd.~To inquire into the claims of those holding lends exempt from rent,
whose Surrads are not expressly made hereditary.

‘5. ¥ beg to state that I have not had time for making these inquiries; but
it is my intention to devote myself to them during the time of the close of
thé civil business of the Court of Alibagh, viz. during the latter end of April
and the whole of May next. -

I have the honour to be, &e.

(Signed) E. C. Jones,
Agent at Colaba.
Agent's Office, Alibagh, 4tk March 1848, *

No. 682 or 1849,

Terrirorian DeparTurnt, Revevus,
To W. Courrnry, Esq.,
Acting Secretary to Government, Bombay.

S1r,—With reference to my predecessor’s letter No. 2375, of the 5th
December last, aubmitting for the information of the Right Honorable the
Goverpor in G la corr d from the Coliectors of this Division
regarding the large amount of alienated lands in the various Zillas, and the
very umsatisfactory condition of the claims and titles to this considerable pro-
perty, I do myself the honour to observe that the t of this alienated
praperty would appear, by a letter submitted to Gover t by Mr. Blane,
No. 935,.dated 19th May 1848, reporting on a code of Rules drawn up by the
Inam C issioner of the Southern Muratha Country, to be estimated for-
both divisions at an annual valestion of Rs, 82,14,787-15-8 for the year
1846-47, of which large amount Rs. 36,71,034-8-2 appertained to this division
(vide figured statement following), distinguishing Rs. 8,09,413 as service lands
to, Patels, Koolkurnees, and others, and leaving Rs. 28,61,621-8-2 as the amount
wholly alienated from Government.
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Amount eutered in | Amount entered in
col. 8 of 8 it} eol. 8 of St

Divisionse

A, panywg | A, panyi
Cl;llector’s Annual C:;lleelor’a Annual
Reports for 1846-47.| Reports for 1846-47,

Re. e P Ras.
Ahmedabad ....eoiniiiiiiinneeranenan 80,394 15 O 8,18,166
i .. .. 74,989 4 11} 8,48,053

¥

-—

~Ne| hAmgowoe P
wlowl neoFauga

1,0L,951 6 6 4,868,086
171,731 1 2 7,50,518

. 37,768 0 8 1,95,931
342,578 3 9 5,56,364

13,914

Total Northern Division . .

§,09,413 0 0| 36,71,034
Total Southern Division: ..

22,39,165 € 5| 45,43,753

Total Nosthern and Southern Divisions .... [ 30,48,568 6 & 82,14,787 15

2. The Collectors of this Division, with the exception of the Agent at
Colaba, who promised to commence an inquiry, but has as yet made no
report, are unanimous in the opinion in the correspondence alluded to and at
present before Government, that they have not the means or necessary aid to'
commence an inquiry into these titles and claims with any reasonable antici~
pation of drawing the investigation to & satisfactory result.

Mr. Fawcett, the Collector of Ahmedabad, in his letter No. 255, of the 3ra
September 1847, states,—* It has not been practicable to make much progress
in this work, which, in my humble opinion, would require the uadivided atten~
tion of an experienced. officer for some years. I do not, however, see any
probability of Government having at disposal any covenanted officers to
appoint, and the only feasible mode of forwarding this investigation that occurs
to me is to authorise Mamlutdars to decide upon titles to exemption.”

Mr. Webb, the Collector of Kaira, replies, in paragraphs 5, 6, and 7 of his
letter No. 432, of the 23rd December 1847 :—*“The small quantity of land
entered in the statement as having been allowed to be enjoyed during the life-
time of the parties must have been, in all probability, granted through a
compassionate consideration of their distressing circumstances, and will sooner
or later be escheated to Gover t

“With regard to the lands whose tenures remain to be investigated, notices
have been served on & small quantity withoutany previous inquiry, and mere-
ly because they are the property of private individuals. In & great many
oceses the Salamee or quit-rent and the Suwadeea levied on alienated lands is
just the same, or nearly equal to what they would yield if they were Govern-
ment lands,

“The tenures in column 15 being for the most part recognised by Regu-
lation XVII. of 1827, the titles to lands held under them cannot be disputed.”
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Mr. Davies, the Collector of Broach, in the IIth and 12th paragraphs of
his fetter No. 264, of 13th December 1847, submits :—“With regard to the
manner of dealing with the inquiry yet unperfected in this Zilla, it would
be presumpiuous in me to offer an opinion at this stage of the question. Re-~
garding, however, the signally unsuccessful result of the desultory attempts
hitherto made from time to time for asserting the rights of Government,
thera would appear to be no chance of arriving st anything satisfactory if the
investigation is to be d by the unassisted agency of the present establish-
ment of the Zilla at the point where the Survey Committee’s inquiry censed.
I find, indeed, that during the last ten years from three hundred to four
bundred notices (under Section: XL. of Regulation XVIL. of {827) have been
issued for the trial of doubtful claims, but that siot more than three of these
have been brought to issue, one of the latter being the case laid before you
with my letter No. 147, of the 14th July last, which case itself was of several
years’ standing. The utmost that can reasonably be looked for from the
permanent establishment would appear to be @ strict and uniform applica-
tion of the Rules to lapses occurring in resumable tenures in those Talookas
where the Survey Committee have already paved the way.

“With regard to the arrears of notices referred to in the foregoing paragraph,
F cannot undertake to state that there is the least probability of ever bringing
them to issue in the ordinary course : each case, indeed, would be equivalent toa
civil suit (conducted as it is directed they should be in Section XLII. Clause
1st of Regulation XVII. of 1827), with the concomitant delay, expense of
process, and ultimate right of appeal appertaining to civil process; and suchen
investigation, even if practicable, in addition to the other current buisness of a
Collector and Muagistrate’s Office, would be slow and uncertain, and wholly
inadequate to meet the end in view. In fact, nothing more feasible suggests:
itself then that a &ompetent Committee (of which the Collector might be a
member) should prosecute the investigation, uninterrupted by the miscellaneous
ealls which iterfere to distract the attention of the local officers from any
exclusive subject of inquiry.” ,

Mr. Stewart, the Collector of Surat, in paragraphs 2 and 3 of his letter
No. 62, of 23rd February 1848, states :~ From the above it would sppear
that in the Purgunas of Walore and Chicklee, sixty-three villages of the Bug-
wara Purguna, and eighteen villages of the Kurode Purguna, no regular survey
or measurement has taken place, although throughout the whole Collectorate
lands have at various times been resumed and assessed, both Sirkaree and
Maafee, when instances of their being held without title have been brought to
the notice of the Collector; and it would appear that Mr. Si , in the year
1841, directed that Wudara land to a great extent should be assessed, and the
proceedg brought to the credit of Government, and in case payment should be
refused, that notices shonld be issued in usual manner, calling on the holders to:
prove their titles under Regulation XVIL. of a.p. 1827.

“ Government, in its letter No. 1087, dated 12th April 1842, paragraph 14,
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called the attention of the Colleetor to the importance of immediately attending
to this subject, lest the period that had elapsed might prove fatal to the claims
of Government to its fair assessment; and Mr. Simson issued many hundred
notices under the Regulations, but no great progress appears to have been
made in the inguiry,—probably, as s ted by Mr, § in the 25th para-
graph of his Jummabundee Report for 1840-41, dated 21st September 1841,
No. 301, from the various other important and pressing duties {o which the
attention of the Collector was necessarily directed.”

Mr, Law, the Collector of Tanna, in the 6th paregraph of his letter No. 853,
of 22nd' October 1847, states,—“It appears to me that this inquiry, as well as
that regarding Wurshasuns, might be brought to a speedy conclusion if an ex-
perienced Assistant Collector were specially employed for the purpose. This
might be done without incurring any additional expense (except for 8 small
establishment), by transferring temporerily to the Collectorate o First Assist-
ent from Rutnagherry, Kaira, or Surat, where the ordinary amount of work is
understood to be less than elsewhere, and where a Second and Third Assistant
might probably suffice for a time,”

- Mr. Elphinston, the Collector of Khandeish, offers no suggestion, but sub-
mits a statement showing that in his Zilla there are 323,625 beegra 6} pa.nds
of alienated land, of which the claims to 135, 985 beegas 18} pands are remain-~
ing to be inquired into.

My. Jones, the Agent at Colaba, reports that no specific inquiry into the
claims of alienated lands has been made, and in the &th paragraph of his
letter No. 125, of 4th March 1848, intimates,—

“] beg to state that I have not had time for making these inquiries; but
it is my intention to devote myself to them during the time of the close of the
civil business of the Court of Alibagh, viz. during the latlner end of Apnl and
the whole of May next.

3. Fully impressed with the extreme importance of commencing an inves-
tigation into these claims 85 early as possible, and that the Collectors of the
different Zillas have not really at their disposal either time sufficient or the
assistance indispensable to commence the inquiry with any fair prospect
of bringing it to a speedy or eatisfactory conclusion, I bave not deemed it
necessary to make any farther references to those officers than such as have
already been done by Mr. Blane, by which no advance towards a final settle-
ment is likely to arise, while protraction and delay are adding to its dificulties,
and conveying, under the provisions and limitations of Regulation VI. of 1833,
@ legal title to many lnnda eriginally fraudulently p d and suzreptitiously
enjoyed.

4. To meet this emergency, I would respectfully suggest that an officer
should be specially appointed as an Assistant to the Collectors of this divigion
and Agent at Colaba, invested with powers to at once commence an inguiry
-into the titles of alienated land, and to be guided in his investigations by
the Rules drawn up by Mr. Hart, the Inam Commissioner of the Southem
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Murathe Country, and approved by Government,—vide its letter No. 1213,
of 20th February 1849, to the Revenue Commissioner Southern Division,
copy of which was forwarded for the information of this department on the
same date,-
1st.~To arrange the slienated lands of each Zilla into a comprehensive
form, showing the title upon which they were claimed.
2nd.—To submit the claims to slienated Iands as were obviously fraudu-
lently held, for sequestration, or otherwise for the Collector’s final orders.

b. Thegreatimportance of an investigation of these claims before the period
of limitation has egpired, as provided for in the Regulation quoted in para-
graph 3 of this letter, has induced me respectfully to eubmit this suggestion for
the early” consideration of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council,
1'do not propose to relieve the Collectors of any part of their present res-
ponsibility ; my object is to extend to them that aid without which no set-
tlement con be made, and to render the mode of conducting this in-
quiry as little expensive as possible to Government. The establishment required
for the special Assistant, with the exception of one English writer and one
Karkoon, should be, I am of opinion, taken from the Collector’s department
in whose Zilla he may be employed, and a quarterly report through the Col-
lector, exhibiting the progress made, should be furnished to this department,
for the information of Government,

6. An investigation into the titles of the large amount of afienated and
service land, possessing in this division an annual income estimated at
Rs. 36,71,034-8-2 (upon which no inquiry would ever appear to have been
made), is an operation which the interests of Government demand, and admits
of no delay, as Regulation VI. of 1833 conveys a legal and indisputable title to
the possessor of lands, whenever such have been enjoyed without payment of
public revenue for. more than thirty years in succession.by any persons, his
breirs, or others deriving right from hina.

T have the honour 1o be, &e.
(Signed) A. N. Sumaw,
Revenue Commissioner Northern Division.

Revenue Commr.’s Camp, Alibagh, 9tk April 1849,
—_ .
No. 2052 ov 1849,
’l'xnnrroaux. DerartyENT, REVENUA.

To H.. E. GorLvsurp, Esq., °
Secretary to Government, Bombay.

Sir,~With reference to my letter No. 682, of 9th April last, I do myself
the honour to forward a report, No. 318, of 2nd instant, from the Collector of
Suraf, recommending the adoption of some * extraordinary measures” for the
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disposal of the claims fo alienated lands in that Zilla; and as I belleve the
subjeet is  al present under the consideration of the Right Honorable
the Governor in Council, I respectfully beg to submit Mr. Fawcett's tetter for
the information of Government.
1 have the honour to bej e,
(Signed) A, N. Smaw,
Revenue Commissioner Northern Division.

Revenwe Commr.s Camp, Poona, 9th October 1849.

No. 318 or 1849,

Terrrrorial DEPARTMENT, REVENUE,
From E. G. Fawcerr, Esq.,
Collector of Surat,
To A. N. 8aaw, Esq.,
Revenve Commissioner Northern Dmslon, Poona.

Dated 2nd October 1849.

Sir,—1 have the hondur to forward for your information & memorandum
of the state of the notices issued under the provisions of Chapter X. Regulation
XVIL of 1827, for the resumption of alienated lands.

2, It appears that my predecessor, upon the correspondence which took
place with your department ending with the letter dated 4th November 1848,
No. 296, to avoid the chance of the term of thirty years expiring, and thereby
causing prejudice to the interests of Government, ordered notices to be issned
upon all alienated lands that had not hitherto been investigated.

3. The number of notices on hand is therefore enormous, no lgss than
15,014 being issued in consequence of this order, in addition to 996 which
were previously issued, the investigation of which has’ pot been concluded ;
making altogether 16,010 cases to be disposed of.

4. OF these some fow, &y will appear from the memorandum, will be struck
off “for uun-appearance, but still the number remaining is so great that there
scems no likelihood of the present establishment being able to dispose of them
for years to come, while all this time the holders are in a state of nucertainty
as to the validity of their tenures. .

5. Added to this, notices have not been issued in the newly acquired dis-
trict of Mandvee, as the urgency of the reason for issuing the notices in the
old Purgunas does not exist there, and the number of notices issued seems to
preclude any likelihood of being able to dispose of more notices even if
issued. 'The term of years prescribed having nearly the whole peridd to run,
the urgeney of the investigation in thig, Purguna is not so. great, and the
notices may be issued hereafter.

6., Under these circumstances, I beg to suggest that some extmordmaw
®»
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measurdé should be taken for the disposal of this business, which probably wilt
be attended with advantage to Gover t, by the r ption of lands held
without valid title, and which cannot be disposed of by the regular estallish-
ment without materially interfering with the usual course of business.

Q I have the honour to be, &ec.
(Signed)  E. G. Fawcsrr,
Burat, Collector’s Office, 2nd October 1849. Collector.
MEMORANDU M.
Resgns w. ww., Notices,

Number of Notices ordered to be issued in
the Surat Collectorate, excepting the
Purgyna of Mamdvee veioeoesceeas. 104885 4 03 .... 15014

NNotices served.

Giress land.v.eveveascanenaereese 35279 10 0 1,813
Hareen do.ccseernsvsnssascnssocs 349 9 5 48
Vechaneea docesesnrosnonveanasee 101011 B 97
Guraneea do.vsvenvenverersaes o i5B 0 & 24
Dewusthan & Dhurmada, Pusaceta,&e. 11,564 8 10 3,806
Chakuriat or service ditto....v0eeas 33,737 16 6 8,073
Wuzeefa ditto seveseseseoneesesn 22,788 8 103 1,153

Total....104,885 4 0 15014 -

S

Answers given within the prescribed time, 62,772 5 19% 7,920
Ditto given inafter the time had expired. 2,823 16 5 437
Notices.
Admitted for due ressons shown. 120
Rejected covvvevennnennnnees 317

—

437

No answers given seesensvereansveea 35,644 111 6,445
Time expired..c.eeveesannsss 1,772
Time not expired ¢rveesseses. 4,673

' 6,445
Notices remaining to be served.ovovse. 3,745 0 &6 203
) Beegas.. 104,885 4 03 15,014 Notiees.

Add number of Notices issued up to 1847 still undis-

Posed Of cevavisrnnsacrenccrssnroasoensassannss

996
16,010 Notices.
) (Signed) E. G. Fawcerr,
Surat, Collector's Office, 2nd October 1849, Collector.
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Lerrsa No. 591,
To C. J. Ersxrns, Esq,
Deputy Secretary to Government, Bombay.

Sir,~1I have the honour to submit the following observations on the expe-
diency of the enactment by the Supreme Government of India of a Rule
which would place the Inam Commission on & more definite and satisfactory
basis, and render it far more efficient and geperally useful than it has been
during itd past, and what may be called probationary state of existence.

2. I earnesily solicit the attention of Government to the fact that although
the Rules for determining titles to Inams, &c. which now exist have been found
sufficient® to meet the exigencies of all cases yet brought forward, and there-
fore no extension of them appears necessary, still the machinery now available
for the application and enforcement of these Rules is evidently deficient, and
there cen be no doubt that an enactment which would remedy this deficiency,
by enabling Government to commit the administration of the Rules it has
approved oft to this Commission, would be of great public advantage, as
tending to increase its utility in a.mode which Government has already de~
clared desirable, though obliged to abandon it for the present in consequence
of the defective state of the law.

3. When the Regulutions of A. b, 1827 were introduced into the Deccan,
Khandeish, and the Southern Muratha Country, it was observed that the Rules
contained in them for the eonduct of Investigations into the titles of rent-free
lands were inapplicable to these provinces ; and, therefore, the civil courts
here estublished were very properly debarred by law} from enforcing them,
the adjedication of the titles in question remaining enurely in the hands of
Government.

4. But now that the establishment of the Inem Commission has rendered
neceseary the adjudication, in each year, of more than a hundred times the num-
ber of Inam cases previously brought forward (and this proportion must yet
increase), Government has found, as stated in the Chief Secretary’s” letter
No. 1900, dated 26th May 1847, that  the revision of each individual case im-
poses upon Government s degree of detail which cannot be satisfactorily
disposed of with due regard to the general business which ordinarily comea
before it.”

* See paragroph 2 of Government letter to the Revenye Commissioner No. 761, dated dth
February 1843,

+ Numely the Rules of 1842, whieh have also been approved of by the Supreme Governs
ment of India ande by the }Iunomble the Court of Directors. These Rules, with all the

ph y and suppl I instructions reluting to them, have been incorporated in one
code, saboutied to Government by the inum Commussioner with u letter No. 554, dated 9th
May 1848,

1 ln the Duecesm amd Khandeish by Regulation XXIX. of 1827, Seetion VI.; in the
Smﬂhem Muraths Couatry by Regulation VI of 1830, Section T1.
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6. For this reason, and another equally powerful one mentioned in the
same letter, Government considered that it would be & much more satisfac-
tory cowsse for the decisions of the Inam Commissioner to come beforé Go-
vernment only in the form of anappeal”; and it, therefore, prescribed a system
of procedur® under which a decision in each case was passed by the Inam
Commissioner, subject in all cases to appeal to the Revenue Commissioner,
and eventually, in a certain class of cases, to the Governor. in Council. )

6. But not long afterwards, as intimated in Mr. Secretary Lumsden’s
letter No, 4835, dated 20th November 1847, it was ruled that according to
the law as it now stands “Government alone can legally resume or confirm
rent-free tenures, or declare on what terms they are to be continued to the
claimants” ; and, consequently, Government was obliged to revert to the course
of procedure which it had already found to be inconvenient and unsatisfactory,~—
viz. one involving a separate review and a distinct order onw report of each
case, which, though not really an ez parte decision, has seemed obnoxions to
some of the objections to which such decisions are liable. )

7. Of course this sysiem of procedure must be just as inconvenient, and
just as fraught with danger of injustice now, as it was when condemned by Go-
vernment in the Chief Secretary’s letter No. 1900 of 1847 ; and surely it is
an improvement to be much wished for, though it may not be inevitably
necessary, that the law should be so modified as to allow of & system of pro-
cedure which is acknowledged to be preferable to that of which alone it now
admits, -

8, To the reasons declared by Government for desiring that original deci-
sions should be passed by the Inam Commissioner in each case, I can add a
very conclusive illustration of the advantage of relieving Government from the
details of this duty, by contrasting the result of the two systems in their
working, Under the old system, to which Government has now felt. itself
obliged to revert, there were between the establishment of the Inam Com-
mission and the end of 4. p, 1847, a period of about four years, 872 claims
reported to Government, of which 862* were decided, while during the six
months (between June and November 1847) during which the system of
decrees being passed by the Inam Commissioner was in force, the claims dis-
posed of amounted to 638, showing that the proportion of work effected
under the latter system was nearly six bundred per cent. greater than that

* Tu these 862 cases disposed of by Government, it was proved that lands, &e., sffording
an ennual revenue of sbout Rs. 22,135, were improperly held as Insm. Of this amount, land
worth Rs. 7,100 per anaum hosbeen continued as life-holdings, and the rest, wosth Rs. 15,025,
resumed, >

.1 lo these 638 cases decided by the Inam Commissioner, and tew others reporfed by him in
1847, it was proved that lands, &e. sfording en snvnal revenue of Ra. 18,623 were impro.
perly held as Inam. Of this e the C jssion decided on inving land, &e.
valued-at Rs. 3,054 per annum as life-holdings, and resuming a position worth Ra. 9,309 ;
the remmnder, worth Ra, 6,260, beiug lefs far the special consideration of Government. N




LS

127

under the former; the chief reason of the great proportionate increase of work
done while decrees were passed by the Inam Commissioner being that in
every case appealable only to the Revenue Commissioner that officer was con~
tunt with statements, exhibits, proceedings, &c. in the Native language, and no
fime was lost in translation; and certainly any possible means eught to be at

"onee taken to facilitate the despatch of the investigation, as there are atill more

than 68,000 separate holdings to be inquired into, and though it is possible
that 30,645 of these (in consequence of being service holdings) may be easily
and gpeedily disposed of, the remainder, amounting to about 28,000,
being claimed as personal estates in perfect free-hold, must be carefully
examined, and the merits of the title by which each is held separately
investigated,

9. Another reason for obtaining the enactment suggested by me is, that,
owing to obscurities in the existing Regulations, there are some doubts as to
the authority of the Governor in Council himself to order the absolute resump-
tion of estates held es Inaum, however groundless way be the title by which

~.they are held; and though these doubts may not appear, of themselves, a

sufficient reason for the necessity of a new law, it would be well to have them
removed by 8 clearer and more definite enactment than any now existing. I
have, moreover, strong grounds for believing that the Court of Sudder Adaw-
lut in this Presidency believe that some modification of the existing law is
necessary to justify Government in any interference with the enjoyment of
an alleged Inamdar, however unauthonsed and fraudulent that enjoyment
may be.

10. Lastly, it would appear, from the reply* of the Remembrancer of
Leyal Affairs at Bombay to a reference recently made to him by Government,
that he is of opinion that a8 the office of the Inam Commissioner is.not one
recognised by the present Regulations, it is better that Government should
“keep him out of sight” ; and he points out that for the same xeasobeuch an
officer has no sort of authority to enforce the attendance of witnesses or the
production of evidence, however indispensable it may be to & just conclusion
on any claim; and 1 cannot help thinking that it would be far better for Go-
vernment to close the Inam Commission at once than to admit of the conti-
nuance of such a defect as ¢kis in its constitution.

11. But the whole of the above objections seem capable of bemg obvlazed
by such & simple remedy that I am inclined to hope, as I earnestly entreat,
that Government will lose no more time in adopting it. The appointment of
the Inam Commission was at first & mere experiment; but it has, I think,
pussed its ordeal satisfactorily, and its usefulness is now generally acknow-
ledged. The justice and liberality of the Rules by which its investigations
hove heen guided have been admitted and approved by the highest suthori-

* Letter No. 32, dated 15th April 1848, from the Romembraucer of Lezal Affairs & the
Deputy Seeretary to Guvernment-
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ties® I do not therefore think that there can be any just objection raised to
confer on the Inam Comuission during its future existence the antbority of
an ordinary civil court.

12. The Act requisite for the purpose of camrying out the above objects
might be a very simple one, and I have the bopour to annex a sketch of the
pruvisions which 1 think it should eontain, though, of course, the advice of
the Remembrancer of Legal Affairs would be necessary o give it a technical
shape, and to supply any requisite provisions which 1 may have overlooked,
for making it eflective.

1 bave the honour to be, &c.
(Sigoed) 'W. Hasr,
Dharwar, 27th June 1848, Inam Commissioner.

Extract Paragraphs & to 16 of a Letter from the Honoreble Court, No. 12,
dated the 20th June 1849,

" Letter dath ot November, No. 137 of 1848.
Ditto ditto 27th December, No. 173 of 1848.

We agree with you in thinking that the results exbibited in this veport are

Forwardiug the Anaual highly creditable 1o the exertions of Mr. Hart.
Report of the Inam Com- 6. We observe that up to the close of the year
iﬂé’?":‘:::"’lvtx gc‘t‘f: a“)’f 1847, the amount of revenue wrongfully alienated,
pointment of Captein Gor.  Which has been recovered by the labours of the Com-
don as Assistant to the missjon, will ultimately reach Rs. 40,740 per annum
Tnam Commussianer. (more than one-half of which arises from lands which
have been ordered to be brought under i diate t, the r ind
having beer allowed to continue rent-free during the lives of the present in-
cumbenig), while the total cost of esteblishment to the same date is Rs. 66,395,
In the Riture annual veports of the Inam Commission we desire that a tabular
statement should be added, showing the npmber and value of the Inama which
have been disposed of, distinguishing those which have been confirmed in
perpetuity, those which have been at once brought under assessment, and those
which aie to be assessed at the death of the present or a subsequent holder.

® See paragraphs 14 to 18 of a letter No. 25, from the Honorable the Court of Directors to
the Bombay Government, dated 18th February 1846, in which they recognise the decsions
of Government on the Inam Committee’s reports on old Haoblee #s ** Lased on just and
liberal prineiples,” anid repeat their ** approbation of the spurit in whick the Comminsion had
commenced their inquiries” ; bopiug that the further inquiries of the C. and the
decisions passed thereon, might be * charactensed by the sxme sparit of liberal ronsiderstion
towards the occupants as msrks those which have been reported,” &c. Sce siso parsgraph 22
of & letter No. 5, of the same date (13th February 1846), from the Honorable Court of Direc-
tors to the G of Bombay, and paragraph 34 of ther letter No. 2, dated 3rd
Pebruary 1847, approving of distinct cases. It is uecdiess to cite the testimany of the
Bombay Goverament to the utility of the Inam Commisnon.
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7. Mr. Hart, referring to the discoveries made by Mr, Goldsmid whem
Superintendent of the Revenue Survey and Assessment, states that  besides
the whule Mahals entirely assigned as Jagheer and Burinjam, he found 2bout
seven hundred entire villages alienated out of the Khalsat Mabals of both Col-
lectorates (Dharwar and Belgaum), end in the balance of 2,462 villages left
for Government, and Khalsat by denomination, he estimated the number of
minor alienations et about sixty thousand estates, the share left for Govera-
ment even in these ita Khalsat villages not averaging one-half thereof.”

8. *'l:he total number of claims investigated and dispossed of by the Com-
mission up to the close of 1847 appears to be 1,610,~viz. to whole villages
33, and to estates in Government villages 1,477; and it is obvious that at
this rate of proceeding, the inquiry into the whole number of alienated
estates, even in the two Collectorates of Dharwor and Belgaum alone, must
be indefinitely protracted.

9. We observe, from your letter of the 27th December last, No. 173, that
you have appointed Captain Gordon to be Assistant to the Inam Commis-
sioner, and that Mr. Hart reports very favourably of that officer’s qualifica-
tions. This arrangement will doubtless enable the Commission to proceed
more expeditiously, butwe are still of opinion that some further measures must
be adopted for the purpose of bringing their labours to a mare speedy close.

10. One of the principal causes of the delay appears.to consist in the
necessity of reporting each tase in detail for the orders of Government. Dur-
ing o portion of the year 1847, the Comumissioner was authorised to pass deci-
sions on the cases as they were inquired into, subject to appeal to the Revenue
Commissioner, and his progress was thereby greatly faciitated ; but doubts
having bern mised as to the legality of this mode of proeeedmg, he was
directed to revert. to the former practice.

11. . It appears to us to be nll.ogether unnecessary that the details of every
cuse mvestxgn.bed by the Commission, in which the right of the Inamdar to
hold his lands rent-free in perpetuity has been satisfactorily established,
should be reported specially for the orders of Governreent. 1In this class of
cases the Commissioner might, we think, be permitted to pass a deeision
sabject to confirmation by the Revenue Commissioner. The Inam Com-
missioner should, however, be required to report for the orders of Government
ol those £ases in which it should appear to him that the strict application of
the Rules would operate harshly towards individuals, and that there existed
civcumstances which would warrant their relaxation.

12, In thuse cases, however, in which the C issioner’s decisi hould
be udverse to the claim of the Inamdar, we are of opinion that the latter
should have the vight of appealing 1o some superior tribunal. The appellate
authority might either be the Zilla court of the district, (in which case it
would be absolntely necessary that the proceedings of the Commission should
be regulated by a law to be enncted for that purpose,) or, which we think the
prefurable coutse, the appeal mught lie to the Revenne Commissioner, and
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ultimately to the Government itself. But in every case, although the title of
the claimant to hold his Jands rent-free may be decided to be invelid, we
desire that he be not ousted from possession, but that he be permitted to con-
tinue in occupation, subject only to the payment of the usual assessment.

13. In order to simplify to some extent this investigation, and to reduce it
for the present toa prachcable limit, we are desirous that the Commissioner
should be dnfcted first to turn his attention to the investigation only of claims
to hold whole villages in Inam, leaving those in Khalsat villages (many of
which are of small extent) for subsequent inquiry.

14. With regard to this latter class of Inams, while we would maintain
the general principle that the whole of the land under cultivation is by law
stibject to the payment of revenue to the State, and therefore that the claimant
to hold land free from assessment is bound to substantiate his title to that
privilege to the satisfaction of Gover t, it may heppen that in many in-
stances the extent of land held rent-free is so small, and would yield so little
revenue if brought under assessment, that it would not be desirable fyr the
Government to enter on an investigation of the right of the occupant so to
hold them. We wish you, therefore, to take this inte your eonsideration, and
report to us whether it would not be expedient to fix a limit (and what limit)
below which no inquiries should be instituted, noticing in your report the
amount of revenue that would be sacrificed by the operation of such e rule.

.1t appears that the provisiona of Regulation XVII. of 1827, Chapter
X., which authorise the Collectors to pass decisions on claims to exemption
from the payment of land revenue subject to appeal to the Zilla Court,
do not exiend to the Deccan and the Southern Muratha Country so
that the proceedings of the Commissioner are regulated by no law, but
are subject only to the orders and directions of the Government. We
think this should not be permitted to continue, "and that the officers who
may be employed in these investigations in the Southern Muratha Country
and elsewhere should be formally vested with judicial powers, and subjected
to legal responsibility. We accordingly desire that you will take these obser-
vations into your early and attentive consideration, and that you will prepare the
draft of an Act for submission to the Government of India, for the purpose of
carrying our views into effect. The Rules reported to ms in your letter of the
24th June, No. 23 of 1840, as approved by that Government with the medifi-
cation directed in onr despatch of the 20th September, No, 18 of 1841, -
paragraph 42, should be embodied in the Act. 4

16, We would remark, in conclusion, that in the consideration of t.he
question now before us, time must be regarded as an important element. That
a considerable portion of the lands held as Inam in the Collectorates of Dhar~
war and Belgaum may, in the first instance, have been wrongfully alienated,
and are now held on invalid titles, is highly probable; and every yeer that is
permitted to elapse without judicially establishing the invalidity of the title,
and restoring the revenue to the'State, adds to the loss which may have been
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already sustained. We should therefore not object to an increase of the
agency by which these inquiries are conducted, if by that means you can bring
them to & more speedy termination.

No. 157 or 1850.

TERRITORIAL DEPARTMENT, REVENUE.
TeF. J. Harupay, Eaq,
Secretary to the Government of India.

Sir,—1I have been directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Coun-
vil to transmit to you the accompanying extract paragraphs & to 16 of a
despatch from the Honorable the Court of Directors, dated 20th June last,
No. 12 (see Appendix A)..

2. «In these paragraphs the Honorable Court has recognised the utility of -
the Inam inquiry instituted by this Government in the Collectorates of Dhar-
war and Belgaum, and forwarded several orders and suggestions as to its
future conduct,

3. The Government of Indm will learn from the somewhat lengthy pro-
ceedings, of which the annexed paper is a summo.ry (Appendix B), that the
very important subject of facilitating such investigations has occupied the
attention of this Government for a considereble period, and that the inquiries
made by this Government have led to the conviction that no time should be
lost in extending the scratiny regarding the titles by which elienated lands
are held and claimed to the whole of the Bombay, Presidency.

4. The inability of the regular revenue officera of this Presidency to spare

-time from their more urgent current duties has, the Right Honorable the
Governor in Council regrets to have to admit, occasioned the knowledge of
the titles of holders of alienated lands throughout the larger portion of the
Presidency to have remeined in almost the same imperfect state in which it
was on our acquisition of the country ; and it is too true that lands assessable
at upwards of Ra. 82,00,000 (being about a third of the gross land revenue of
the Presidency) are held as wholly or partially alienated, without a sufficient
kuowledge on the part of Government as to its rights with respect to them.

5. This fact, and the satisfactory working of the Inam Commission in the
two southern Collectorates, have satisfied this Government that the extension
of similar Commissions to the rest of the Presidency will be the most advan~
tageous arrang t, with respect to this question, which can be adopted for
the determination of the respective rights of the State and of the holders of
alienated londs.

6. The Right I ble the Gov in Council believes that the best
means of securing the efficiency of the extended investigation will be to place

it"under one Chief Commissioner, with Deputies and Assistants who can
19
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devote all their time and attention to the duty. The Right Honorable the
Governor in Council therefore solicits the sauction of the Government of
India to whatever expenditure may be found absolutely and indispensably ne-
cessary for an establishment, European and Native, such as he may find can
be most advantageously and economically used in furtherance of the import-
ant object he has in view. If the Honorable the President in Council deem
fit, every fresh item of expenditure will be reported immediately on its being
sanctioned by this Government, so that it may be discontinued, should it be
congidered by the Government of India unnecessary ; but until this Govern-
ment commences the proposed extension of operations, it cannot possibly form
en estimate of the extent of establishment which will be required, the time
which will be occupied by the members of that establishment in completing
their labours, or the expense attendant thereon.

7. As directed in paragraph 15 of the Honorable Court’s despatch of 20th
June 1849, No. 12, the Right Honorable the Governor in Council requests
that the Govérnment of India will be pleased to pass into law the accompany-
ing draft enactment (Appendix C) for establishing and defining the authority
and responsibility of the officers appointed to conduct the Inam inquiry in the
provinces to which the provisions of Regulation XVII. of 1827 do not apply.
Should it be found that any modification of the law in Guzerat and the
Konkun is advisable, it can be hereafter effected: as the prescriptive
period of thirty years, provided by Regulation VI. of 1833, has already
passed with respect to all those cases to which it is applicable, nothing
will be Jost on that .account by deferring, for the present, to change the
system of procedure ; and Government would at first, therefore, prefer restrict-
ing the labours of the Commission to the Southern Muratha Country,
the Deccan, and Khandeish, causing the officers to make, with all possible
expedition consistent with due deliberation and quent just decisions, a
final settlement of all claims in these distiicts.

8. With respect to the system of procedure to be followed in districts not
under the operation of Section XLIX. Chap. X. Regulation XVII. of 1827,
the Honorable Court has proposed the alternative of appeals lying either to the
Revenue Commissioner or the Civil Judge of the district. The Right Honor-
able the Governor in Council is, however, of opinion that neither of those
officers could possibly spare time for the great additional work which the ex-
tended inquiry would throw upon them if this course were followed, and that,
at any rate, it is evident that the Inam inquiry would proceed more satisfacto-
rily if the Commission to which it is entrusted be so constituted that it contain
in itself a provision for the adjudication of appeals; and this the Right Honor-
able the Governor in Council proposes effecting by employing one Commis-~
sioner, with Deputies,—the latter to pass decisions subject to appeal to the
former, who should also have the duty of supervising, under the immediate
directions of Government, the whole of the proceedings.

9, [t is in the recollection of some of the bers of Gover t that the
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Honorable Court themselves have, with reference to proceedings in the North-
Western Provinces, expressed an opinion as to the unsuitableness of Courts
of Adawluts for sdjudicating in such cases; but as the documents, printed
or manuseript, in which this is recorded, cannot at present be traced in this
office, the Right Honorable the Governor in Council can only refer to them
in general terms.

10. I have also been directed to request the attention of the Government
of India to the Right Hounorable the President’s Minute of 31st December
1849, and Mr. Hart's letter of 27th June 1848, No. 591, the former of which
is appbided as letter D, and the latter as letter E, to this communication.

T have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) H. E. Goupsmip,
Secretary to Government,

Bombay Castle, Tth January 1850,

No.-7078 or 1850.

+ REvENuE DEPARTMENT.
From A. Mauver, Esq.,- .
Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay,
To F. J. Haruipay, Egq,,
Secretary to the Government of India.

Dated 27th September 1850.

Sir,—1 have been directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in
Council to request that you will have the goodness to move His Honour the
President in Council to favour this Government with a reply to Mr. Secretary
Goldsmid’s letter of 7th January last, No. 167, proposing the extension of the
Inam Commission throughout this Presidency; and with reference to para~
graph 7 of that letter, and paragraph 15 of the Honorable Court’s Despatch
No. 127, of 20th June 1849, accompanying it, to beg that you will urge the
Government of India to pass -into law the draft enactment submitted by this
Government on that occasion.

[ have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed)  A. Marer,
Chief Secretary to Government.
Bowbay Castle, 27th September 1850.
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No. 606.
Homz DrerarTHENT, LEGISLATIVE.

From F. J. Havvripay, Esq.,
Secretary to the Government of India,

To A. Marer, Esq.,
Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay.
Dated 11th October 1850,

Sir,—1 am directed by the Honorable the President in Council to acknow-
ledge the receipt of your letter No, 7078, of 27th ultimo, requesting attention
to your former letter of the 7th Janaary last, proposing the extension of the
Inam Commission throughout the Bombay Presidency, and the passing of a
draft Act for that purpose transmitted with your letter above alluded to.

2. 'The letter of the 7th January has been, I am directed to say, inadvert~
ently lost sight of in this office, and & delay has thus occurred in replying to
your communication which His Honour in Council much regrets.

3. The President in Council entirely agrees with the Right Honorable the
Governor of Bombay in Council as to the expediency of completing with as
little delay as possible the investigation into the Inam and other rent-free
tenures within the Bombay Presidency, and he will be ready to sanction, as
proposed by the Bombay Gover t, all such y expense as it may be
found right to incur on that account, the several items being reported as soon
as anthorised by the Government of Bombay, for the approval of the qupreme
Government.

4, With respect to the draft Act, the President in Council has felt a dlfﬁ-
culty arising out of the omission, in the draft forwarded with your letter of the
7th January last, of all definition of a valid title to hold land wholly or partially
free from assessment, and on account of the absence of any rules of procedure.
The draft Act merely provides that officers may be appointed to investigate
and decide claims to hold land free of assessment, and that these officers
shall proceed according to such forms and rules as may be laid down for their
ghidance by Government.

5. It appears, however, from your letter, that under this very general
authority to the Government to prescribe forms and rules, it is intended to
erect two sets of courts, one fo try rent-free claims in the first instance, and
the other to hear appeals from the first. The President in Council is of
opinion that this system of original and appellate jurisdiction should be dis-
tinctly authorised and provided for in the Act, and the necessary forms of
procedure either Jaid down in detail, or else provided for by reference to the
forms in use in actually existing courts, according to which the new courts
may be directed to shape their proceedings.

6. Regulation XV1I, of 1827 provides definitions of valid rent-free tenureas
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which are probably sufficient for the purpose in view, but the President in
Council is not certain that they ave considered applicable to the territories of
the Deccan, Khandeish, and the Southern Muratha Country. At all events, if
these definitions can be used for the purposes of the new law, it will be proper
that they should be referred to init. The same law (Regulation XVII, of 1827)
contains rules of procedure for Collectors when investigating in the first instance
questions of the validity of rent-free holdings. Perhaps these Rules may be
made applicable to similar investigations of first instance when made under
the proposed law ; but on this point the President in Council would be guided
by th¢ bpinion of the Right Honorable the Governor of Bombay in Council.

1 have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) F. 3. Hatrmay,
: Secretary to the Government of India.
Fort William, the 11th October 1850.

No. 8729 or 1850.*

. TEmrprroriat DEpARTMENT, REVENUR.
To W. Harr, Esq - ’

Inam Commissioner Southern Muratha Country.

Sir,—1 have been directed to inform you that the Right Honorable the
Goverpor in Council has been pleased to appoint you Chief Commissioner for
the investigation of claims to Inams throughout this Presidency, on a salary
of Ra. 2,000 per mensem to commence from date of this letter.

2. 1 have also been directed to transmit herewith copy of a letter addressed
to the Government of India on the 7th January last, and of its appended
summaery, together with a transcript of the reply of that authority, No. 606,
dated the 11th ultimo, and to inform you that the first duty you have to per-
form is to prepare the Rules required by the Government of India, and to
submit & plan of procedure and sketch of the number of Assistants and extent
JOf establishment you will immediately require. Government depend on your
lttendmg to the very xmpemuva necessity which there ia for framing this esgj-
mate in the most that is istent with the proper per-
formance of the very important duties that are to be entrusted to you.

3. In paragraphs 4, 5, and 6 of their present letter, the Government of
India refer to the request of this Government that the draft Act submitted to
them might be passed into law. With a view to prevent litigation, and
consequent excitement, His Lordshlp in Council is of opinion that the law
should be passed before the C issioners their settl ts in
ather Collectorates then those now subjecied to your inquiries, and until it is
passed he will not gazette your appointment as ® Chief Commissioner.”

4. To the insertion in the Act of provisions for original and appellate
jurisdiction fhere can be ne objection of which His Lordship in Council is
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aware ; you are therefore requested to make the necessary additions, not only
as regards this point, but also as regards the forms of procedure, the necessary
additions for the latter purpose being made to Clause 3rd. The simple and
easy manner in which claimants in the Southern Muratha Country are celled
upon to give their * Kyfeyuts” and adduce their proofs, and the very satis-
factory and searching manner in which the correctness of the pleas and evi-
dence advanced are fested by reference to the records in your possession,
uppear to the Governor in Council to show the best mode of procedure which
can be adopted ; additions, however, will of course be necessary to provide
Rules for confirmation and eppeal.

5. With regard to the insertion of Rules in the Act, the Right Honorable
the Governor in Council agrees with you in thinking that it would be inexpe~
dient to embody in the Act the details of the Rules of 1842, for it would
greatly complicate the law to do so, and in case any relaxation or modifica-
tions of the Rules were rendered necessary from any circumstance, say in
newly acquired territory (such as lapsed Jagheer, &c.), there would, perhaps,
be the dilemma of having either to sanction measures of hardship to claimants
of land or to depart from the law. The Rules submitted with your letter of
the Oth May 1848, No. 544, appear to His Lordship in Council to be well
fitted for adoption in the Southern Muratha Country, but they should be
carefully looked over by you, and® forwarded to Government with any altera.
tions you may deem necessary, in order that they may be considered by
Government, and submitted to the Government of India for approval. It still,
however, appears to His Lordship in Council, that although they should be
referred to, they should not be embodised in the Act; but on this point also
your opinion is requested.

6. Adverting to the 6th paragraph of the letter from the Government of

Minute by the Right Honorable the Go-
vernor, subscribed to by the Honorable
Board, dated 7th January 1850,

Extract paragraphs 2 to 4 of a memoran-
dum by the Honorable Mr, Blane, dated
19th November 1850.

Extract paragraphs 5 and 6 of memoran-
dym by the Right Honorable the Governor,
dated 23rd November 1850, concurred in
by the Honorable Mr, Willoughby.

India herewith forwarded, I have been
directed to annex copies and extracts
of the documents noted in the margin,
and to request that you will prepare, for
transmission to that authority, a resumé
of all that has passed on the subject,
and also prepare a declaratory clause of
the nature contemplated.

7. There is one more point of very great importance to the inquiry, to

which his Lordship in Council has directed me to refer. The absolute neces-
sity which exists for placing the Inam Commissioner, whose operations are at
once to extend to ell the restricted Regulation districts, and eventually to
the whole of our territories, in charge of the Poona Duftur, is shown by-the
circumstances connected with Mr. Goldsmid being placed in charge of these
records by Mr, Warden in 1842, and by the use made of those records by
himself and coadjutors, and , in conducting their inquiries in the
Southern Muratha Country; but” before giving any orders on the subject,
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Government wish for your opinion as to whether you think it desirable -ta
depute Captain Gordon, or apply to Government for some other qualified
officer to receive charge of them, or retain for a time Mr. Turquand’s services
as your Assistant.
1 bave the honour to be, &e.
(Signed) H. E. Gorpsmip,
Secretary to Government.
Bombay Castle, 28th November 1850,

¥

No. 3021.

To H. E. Gorpsmip, Esq.,
Secretary to Government, Bombay.

Sir,~In conformity with the instructions contained in the 3rd and follow-
ing pavagraphs of your letter No. 8729, dastcd 28th Noveinber 1060; I-bave.
the honour to submit an amended draft of the Act required for the organisa-
tion of the Inam Commission according to the plan approved of by the Go-
vernments of India and Bombay, and beg to offer st the same time the
following explanations regarding it.

2. In exemining the amended draft, it will, I think, be found that the
first point requiring discussion is the assertion recited in the preamble that
the adjudication of claims against Government for Inams, &c, are not only
excepted, in the territories to which the Act relates, from the cognisance of
the civil courts (which they are by Regulation XXIX, of 1827, Section V1.
and Regulation VII. of 1830, Section LI, &c.), but that they are, moreover,
incapable of being justly disposed of under the Rules contained in Chapters
IX. and X. of Regulation XVII. of 1827.

3. 1In treating of this subject, I shall first endeavour to carry out the in-
stractions contained in the 6th paragraph of your letter undér reply ; and I
think that the most satisfactory mode of doing this will be to divide the ques-
tion of the applicability or otherwise of the Rules of Chapters 1X. and X. &F
Regulation XVII. to the Deccan, &c. into two other questions,—first, whether
or not those Rules do apply to the districts in question; secondly, whether
or not they ought to do so.

4. The final settlement of these questions is rendered the more desirable
from a sugpestion made by the Government of India in paragraph 6 of Mr.
Secrptary Halliday's letter No. 606, dated 11th October 1850, that it might,
perhaps, be right to adopt, in the proposed inquiry, the Rules of Regulation
XVIL of 1827, both for defining titles and for pointing out the mode of pro-
cedure in inquiring into them.

5. Itis evident that of the two questions stated in my 3rd paragraph the
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second is of by far the greater importance; for if it can, as seems beyond ail
doubt the case, be answered decidedly in the negative, the answer to the first
question is of importance only for the purpose of deciding whether the pro-
posed enactment should repeal the Rules in question, or simply declare them
already inapplicable,—a matter of not much final moment.

6. It will for this reason be well to consider first the more important
question as to whether or not the Rules contained in Chapters IX. end X. of
Regulation XVII. of 1827 ought to be enforced in the Deccen, &c. during the
proposed general scrutiny of titles to Inams. I beg, therefore, to submit my
reasons for considering that they ought not to be now enforced in these
districts.

7. Chapter IX. of Regulation XV1I. defines titles to ption, and some
of its clauses are open to the following amongst other objections. It will be
seen that some of the objections which I make to this Chapter and the next
(Chapter X.) apply to them as law in any territories; but that does not render
the objections less material in the Deccan, Khandeish, and Southern Muratha
Country :~— _

IJZ—Secﬁon XXXV, Cleusé Tst seama at firat sight wnobjectionable, and,
so far as its text goes, agrees with the first of the Rules of 1842 now used
in the decision of claims in the Deccan, &c. by Government, as prescribed
by the Government of India with the sanction of the Honorable the Court
of Directors. But a comparison of this st Clause of Section XXXV. with
Bection XXXIX. Clause 1st, and its Appendix C, shows that, at least, some
of the persons recognised by it as * public officers possessing authority to
grant, &c.” were persons who most certainly had not any such authority (as
« Sirsoobadars,”* and other “ local functionaries acting directly under the
Peshwa, before 1803”) ; while, on the contrary, other persons, who as cer~
tainly had such authority, (as the Savanoor Nuwab,}) must not, according to
Regulation XVII., be recognised as authorised grantors, without special proof
of what every one in the country is aware of. These facts, besides causing
an intrinsic objection to the Rule, also show that it was not imtended to be
epplied to the Southern Muratha Country, &ec.

2nd.—Clause 2nd of the same Section (XXXV.) recognises a prescriptive
title to exemption acquirable by “ any p , his heirs, or others deriving
right from him,” who bhave held for sixty years under any “ recognised
tenure”; but there is nothing to define the duration of the ption for
the futare, nor to what heirs it is continuable (and this is a defect through-~
out the whole of the Rules in the Chapter admitting exemption); and it is
remarkable that of the thirteen tenures ted in Appeudix A to this
Section as “ tenures that may be considered as recognised by the custom of
the comtry,” only four are known, or even defined in a language kaown in
* I do not consider it necessary to here repest the proof of this assertion, the correctness

of which has been on a former occasion admitted by G
+ See Goverument letter on the Murdoor Case, No. 4196, dated 23rd December 1843,
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the Deccan aad Southern Muratha Country, and two of these four (Wutun*
and Meeras) are not used to define tenures exempting land from assess-
ment. This fact also shows that the Rule in question was not infended for
adoption in these districts. .

3rd.—Clause 3rd of the same Section (XXXV.)holds that enjoyment of
exemption for twelve years before the territory where the exempt land is
situated came into the possession of the British Government shall be equi-
velent to the enjoyment for sixty years treated of in Clause 2nd. But such
a clause would be wholly unjust to Government in & territory like the Dec-
can, 'Khandeish, or Southern Muratha Country, where for more than the
twelve years in question all sorts of freudulent acquisitions of land took
place, and’ where, as remarked by Sir T. Munro,+ “ every one, from the
Kurnum of a village to the Sursoobhs of the Carnauc," fraudulently alienat-
ed Government land. What would render the application of such a rule in
these territories the more unjust is that from the succeeding clauses it
eppears that the proof of realization of revenue (which realization is the
only bar to exemption) is to be thrown upon Government ; for it would
be utterly impossible to prove such realization, owing not only to the fre-
quently disturbed state of the country, but to the fact that it was generally
menaged by farmers under the Peshwa, who did not render detailed ac-
counts of their realizations, The same vbjection applies to the remaining
clauses of this Section (XXXV.), and to both clauses of Section XXXVI.,
the enforcement of which in the new provinees would be, so far as rega:ds
this point, very unjust.

4th~Clause 1st (the only one) of Section XXXVII. is open to the same
objections as Clause 1st of Section XXXV., remarked on above.

5th.—Clauses 2nd and 3rd of Section XXXVIII. seem generally objec- -
tionable} (and uselessly s0), in providing for what is nothing but the enforce-
ment of idolatrous expenses under another name; for of course, rather

»than have the land assessed, the holder of a Dewusthan Inam will perform

all the rites for which he holds it. 1 would not advocate any interference
to force the Natives away from idolatry, but surely a role which forces
them under & penalty to its conti is an erre one, and any one
who has seen the carvings on many temples and idols’ chariots in this part
of the country, and especially in its southern districts, in which every
possible and impossible variety of natural and unnatural lust and obscenity
is pourtrayed, would feel ashamed of baving in any way been accessory to

® Land included in & Wutun may or may not be exempt. In some cases, as the Chaleo -
and some Jooree lands of Watundars in Sholapore end the Sonthern Muratha Country, Wutun
lands are the most highly assessed. The same is almost always the case with what is known
in the Deccan as Meeras.

¢ See his letter to Mr. Elphinstons, dated 28th August 1818,

1 The st Clauae of Section XXXV{IL. in a desirable one, and I propose to introduee it
into the standard code.  See Section IV. of the draft Act.

2
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the introduction of a rule which tends to enforce the continuance of the
+ superstition to which such worse than beastly representations belong.

6¢h.—My objections to Section XXXIX. (the last Section of the Chapter)
have been above stated, when considering Section XXXV, Clause 1st.

7th—In conclusion, I have to object to the introduction of the Rules of
Chapter IX. of Regulation XVII. of 1827, that even if they were not in
themselves unjust, they are not so fair or so well adapted for the definition of
titles as the Rules by which Government now adjudicates claims to Inams
in_the Southern Muratha Country.

8. Ishall now preceed to explain why I think that the Rules of Chapter
X. of Regulation XVIY. ought not to be applied in the epproaching scrutiy
in the new provinces :—

1st—The Collector alone is anthorised to institute the inquiry.

2nd.—An inquiry is ptovided for only when the Collector has some tan-
gible reason for believing land improperly held, and there are no provisions
for a general scrutiny of titles, such as that now instituted,

3rd.—The proceedings prescribed may be very tedious and vexatious to
all parties, without obtaining greater benefits than more gimple procedure
would ensure,

4th.—Some of the procedure may be absurd: for instance, by Section
XLV, itis held that “if the decision of the Collector be in favour of the
right of the holder to enjoy the land as previously, such decision ghall, after
béing communicated to the party, be reported by the Collector to Govern-
ment, and, if sanctioned by Government, shall be final.” But what if Go-
vernment refuses its sanction ? Government cannot expect the Collector, in
such a case, to pess a new decision of his own to stultify the one he has
already made; and yet it will be seen from the context of the whole Regu-
lation, that to admit of assessment legally there must be a decision made
by the Collector himself (and not merely by Governwment) against the right
of the halder: ’

9. Having thus stated my reasons for thinking that the Rules of Chap~
ters IX. and X. of Regulation XVIIL. ought not to be applied in the new
provinces, I shall try to explain why I consider that they do not ; but before
doing s0, I would mention, in anticipation of my exposition of this result, that
though my own opinion is what I have just stated, 1 have considered it right,
in preparing the preamble and 1st Section of the amended draft Act now sub-
wmitted, to endeavour to do so in such a manner as to prevent its terms from
contradicting the opinions of either those who may agree, or those who may
disagree with me in this matter, which is in fact one of not much importance,

* when once the second question stated in paragraph 3 bas been settled.

10. My first reason for supposing that the Rules of Chapters IX. and X.
do not apply to the new provinces is that the only mode of enforcing them was
purposely withheld by Regulation XXIX. of 1827, Section V1., and Regula-
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‘Hon VIL. of 1830, Section 1I. &c. It may, of course, be said that as the law
was not suspended in terms—though the means of enforcing it were—it is stitl
as much law as if it could be enforced; but: I cannot think so lowly of the
framers of Regulations XXIX. of 1827 and VIL. of 1830 as to imagine that
‘they intended by those Regulations to introduce a law with the intention of its
remaining law, while they expressly enacted a reservation which must make it
practicully null. I would rather think that they intended, by taking steps for
pr g the enfor t of the law in question (when generally introducing
the Regulauons into the new provinces), to make the whole of the law mappll-
cable in 'practice, a8 it is in equity.

11. My next reason for supposing that this was the intention of Govern-~
ment, in framing Regulations XXIX. of 1827 and VIL. of 1830 as they did,
is that 1 bave in vain sought for a single instence of a claim to exémpt lands
having been adjudicated eccording to the Rules of Chapters 1X. and X, of
Regulation XVIL of 1827. This is of itself & strong fact, and I think it
greatly comroborates the argument stated in the preceding paragraph; for it
must be supposed that Government, who framed Regulations XXIX. of 1827
and VII, of 1830, if they had thereby intended to introduce the procedure, &cs
of Regulation XVIL into the new provinces, would have adhered to it;
whereas every decision I have been able to find,—and they are very many,—
is made not only without reference to the Rules in question, but in & manner
irreconcilable with their provisions; and this has been the case from the time
of the introduction of the Regulations generally into this province until the
present hour.

12. Aguin, there are many declarations by Government, both express and
implied, which show that the Rules in question were never looked upon
by their framers a8 law in the new territories. It would be, of course, super-
fluous in me to quote such declarations ; but I think it may be useful to bring
to the notice of Government a remarkable instanée of one such declaration
having been strangely perverted into meaning what it did not, by the passing
of Regulation VI. of 1833 as it now stands. I am the more inclined to
venture to do this as the Honorable Mr. Blane (in the 3rd paragraph of his
Minute of the 19th November 1850) seems to think that the last-mentioned

Regulation® may interfere in some way with the proposed Act.
13. The cm:ums'xncee to which I allude are briefly these : ~—InJd uly 1832
Government d a correspondence with the Revenue Commissioner

and Collectors, which Ited in the R Commissioner being ordered

* 1 would with much deference suggest, that as Regulation VI. of 1833 is only a supple-
ment to Regulation XVII, and avowedly intended to modify wome of its rules, the
vepeal of those Rules might perhaps be looked upon as ipso fucto making the Regulation,
which is only » modification of them, void. Still, to aveid any doubt, I have considered it
better in the draft Act to refer expressly to Regulation VI. of 1833, as well as to that ef
which it is « supplement.
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to draw up a draft Regulation, summing up the points of the intended law
(now Regulation VL. of 1833), with certain restrictions which it was
considered necessary to insist on. These restrictions were to prevent (in any
territories) the application of prescriptive title to lands alienated under the
present Government, or held for a certain term, and also to forbid (in territo~
ries ceded by or conquered from the Peshwa) the recognition of any recent
grants made without the authority of the ruler of the country himself, which
were resumable under the Rules framed by the Commissioner in the D

14. The Revenue Commissioner’s draft of the intended enactment was
2pproved of by Government, and forwarded to the Judges of the Sudder
Adawlut with the Secretary’s letter No. 576, dated 19th February 1833,
not for the purpose of being altered in meaning, but simply to be put in such a
shape as might adapt it to the general Code.

15. The last Section of the Revenue Commissioner’s draft was as follows

“ Neither shall the above rule apply to grants made without the authority

of the Peshwa since 1803, which are liable to resumption and assessment

under certain Rules prescribed by Government, or to lands held on the

service tenure, which are-r ble at the pl of Gover t.”

16. By the 1st Clause of this Section, Gover t intended to exclude the
Rule of .Regulation VI. of 1833 from taking effect in the mew provinces,
where the Commissioner’s Rules (since modified by those of 1842) were in
force; the one of those Rules which was especially in their recollection, as
necessary to retain in force, being the following :—

“ All grants made without the Peshwa’s authority since 1803 Lable to
resumption ; but if held for the last ten years (from a. ». 1809), to'
be assessed at only half the full rent, and at the full rent on the death of the
present incumbent.”

The latter Claise of the Section was evidently intended to reserve, unpre-
Judxced by any prescription, the right vested in Govemment of at any time re-
suming Jagheers, “ under the general rules at the p of Gover t,”
as provnded for by Clause 15t Section XXXVIIL. of Reguhmon XVIL of 1827.

*17. A comparison of the meaning and words of the Commissioner's Rule
quoted in the last paragraph, and those of the Clause of the draft Regulation,
approved of by Government, and quoted in paragraph 15, in which the very
terms of that Rule are recited, will at once show that the Commissioner’s Rules
(now repr d by the amended Rules of 1842) were observed in the new
provinces ; and if so, then the Rules of Regulation XVII. of 1827 could not
have been in force, as they sre irreconcilable with the Commissioner’s.

18. But the Judges of the Sudder Adawlut not only altered the shape, but
the whole intention of the proposed law. They confused the “ certain Rules
prescribed by Government,” which really meant the Commissioner’s Rules
applying to grants made since 1803, with * the general Rules” alluded to in
the let Clause of Section XXX VIIIL, of Regulation XVIL., which applied only
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to Jagheers; and so, taking it for granted that to recite both, as the Revenue
Commissioner had correctly done, would be a mere repetition, they shaped the
Clause so 8s to supersede the Commissioner’s Rules, which it was intended by
the legislature to preserve in force.

19. That such a mistake should have taken place seems so nearly incre-
dible, that I may be excused for quoting the letter of the Assistant Register
proving‘that it did occur, In this letter, No, 28, dated 18th March 1833,
he says :—

%] am directed by the Judges of the Sudder Dewanee Adawlut to remark
that the expression ¢ certain Rules,” which occurs in Clause 20d, Section IL'of
the Revenue Commissioner’s draft, and taken probably from Clause 1st, Section
XXXVIIL of Regulation XVII. of 1827, being liable to misconstruction, by
application to the general or particular Rules of the Code, instead of Rules
jesued by the Government at its discretion, which was perhaps intended by
the legislature, it has in the draft now submitted been left out, and the cor-
responding one of the last-quoted Regulation explained.”

20. Unfortunately, Government did not observe the error into which the
Judges had fallen; and the consequence was, that instead of a provision
retaining the force of the Commissioner’s Rules being, as intended, inserted
in the Regulation, it was finally passed without such provision,

21. The first consequence of this wes the alteration of the law itself from
what was intended by Government, 8s shown by thé following contrasted
statement of the clause which the Judges of the Sudder Adawlut were direct-
ed by Government to frame in legal phrase, and the clause which has actually

become law instead of it :—

Clause approved of by Government in
communication with the Revenue Com-
missioner, and sent to be shaped by
the Judges of the Sudder Adawlut.

Neither shall the above Rule apply
to grants made without the authority
of the Peshwa since 1803, which are
linble to resumption or assessment un-
der certain Rules prescribed by Go-
vernment ; or to lands held on service
tenure whlch ure resumable at the plea-
sure of Government.

Clause as shaped by the Judges of the
Sudder Adawlut, and actually pass-
ed into Law as Clause 3rd, Sec-
tion 1. of Regulation V1. of. 1833.

Neither shall the above Rule be
deemed to apply to grants made with-
out the authority of the Peshwa since
A.D. 1803, regurding territory ceded
by or conquered from that authority ;
nor to Jagheer or other lands held
on service tenure, which are declar-
edtober ble at the pl e of
(Government, under the forms laid

down in Clause 1st, Section XXXVIII. Regulation XVIIL. a. p. 1827, it being
understood that the expression used in the said Clause, viz. *“ under the ge-
neral Rules,” meant such Rules as Government may think proper to issue from
time to time.
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' 22. 'Thus, in the Regulation actually passed, the (Commissioner’s) Rules,
which it was the deliberate intention of the legislature to retain in force by an
express provision, are altogether lost sight of.

23. But even as this Regulation VI. of 1833 now stands, it seems to
afford proof that neither its rule of thirty years’ prescription, nor the Rules of
‘Chapter IX. &e. of Regulation XVII. of 1827, which 1t was framed to modify,
were gt any time capable of application to the new provinces. This may, I
think, be shown by the following case :—On the 2nd of January 1834, the Poo-
jeree of Hunneymaun is found in possession of land in the Deccan held by him
a3 8 Dewusthan Inam. On being called to' prove his title to it, he produces a
writing dated on the 1st January 1804, executed by a farmer of the village in
which the land is situated, granting the land to him in perpetuity as Dewus-
than, and further shows that he has since held it unquestioned as such. Itis
objected that the deed is an invalid title, being executed without authority.
He then pleads that, even if =0, he-has held it for more than thirty years, and,
therefore, by Regulation VI. of 1833 his prescriptive title is perfect. To this
it is objected that the prescription of thirty years recognised by that Regulation
is by its 3rd Clause inapplicable to his grant, which is “ a grant made without
the authority of the Peshwa since 1803,” and that, therefore, though he has
held it for thirty-one years, he has no prescription to plead under that Regu-
lation, He can then reply—If I have held it for thirty-one years up till to-day,
I have, in so doing, held it for twelve years before the close of a. . 1817 (the
introduction of the British Government), and, therefore, for sixty years accord-
ing to Regulation XVII. of 1827, Section XXXV, Clause 3rd, which gives
me full prescriptive title according to Clause 2nd. If it be admitted that the
Regulation last quoted is legally applicable to the Deccan, &c. this plea is
good; but then, what is the consequence with regard to Regulation VI. of
1833? The restriction provided by its 8rd Clause is defeated and laughed at
in the very territory for which it was enacted!

24, In such a cage, even as Regulation V1. of 1833 now stands, the only
way in which its 3rd Clause can be underatood as not absurd is in believing
that the Sections of Regulation XVIL of 1827 to which it relates were not
previously applicable to the territory recently obtained from the Peshwa,
though, of course, this would have been more unquestionably evident if the
instructions of Government had not been disobeyed in its preparation.

25 Thus gverything connected with the Rules of Regulation XVIIL,
Chapters IX. and X., and their modifications by Regulation VI. of 1833, leads
me to the conclusion that those Rules are inapplicable, and were not intended
by the legislature to apply to the new provinces. Still, as I have premised
above in paragraph 9, I have endeavoured to prepare the draft Act now sub-
mitted, so as to contain not only a declaratory but a repealing sense, in order,
to meet both opinions regarding the present actual state of the law.

26. 1 shall next proceed to offer any observations which strike me as
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necessary regarding the terms of the draft Act as now amended \ccording to
the instructions contained in your letter under reply.

27. Section I: will set at rest all doubt regarding the question which has
occasioned the confusion and difference of opinion above referred to, by defi-
nitively excluding the operation of the Rules of 1827 from the provinces to
which they are so evidently inapplicable.

28. Section II. provides for the organisation of an Inam Commission (or
more than one if necessary) in the new provinces, viz. the Deccan, Khan-
deish, end Southern Muratha Country, as well as in any other territories more
recently annexed, as Mandvee, Colaba, Sattara, &e. or which may possibly
be anneged hereafter.

29. Section III, contains Rules for procedure, being those found by ex-
perience in the Southern Muratha Country most convenient to the claimants
s well as the officers of Government.” More than twenty thousand claims
have been received and recorded according to this procedure, and Govern-
ment is aware how few complaints have been made by claimants (certainly not
one for each thousand of inquiries instituted) regarding the mode in which
their statements and evidence have been received and recorded. The pro-
cedure prescribed in the Rules of this Section is, in fact, that followed at pre-
sent, and approved by Government in paragraph 4 of your letter under reply,
with such alterations providing for decrees, appeals &c. as will make it appli-
cable to the extended Commission.

30. Section IV, is drawn up in conformity with instructions contained in
your 5th paragraph.  With regard to the close of that paragraph, in which my
opinion is required, I bey to state that I consider the plen approved of by
the Right Honorable the Governor in Council as the most satisfactory, and, in
fact, the only one which can be reasonably adopted. The Code of Rules to
which this Section is intended to apply shall be sent to you in a few days with
another letter, and after they are approved of, by notification or otherwise, the
blenks now left in Section IV. of the draft Act can be filled in.

31, Section V. is merely adapted from the Regulation of 1827, which gives
Collectors, when employed in Inam inquiries, the jurisdiction of civil courts,
so far as relates to the power of issuing summonses, taking evidence, &k¢. A
provision of this nature is, of course, required in any department where evidence
is taken, i

32, Section VI. is adapted in the words of Regulation XII. of 1827, Section
VIIL, being merely so far altered a8 to be made applicable to the establish-
ment of the Inam Commission, instead of to that of the Magistrate.

33. Section VIL. is to protect persons discharging in good faith the duties
provided for by the enactment from being subjected to litigation for doing so.
It is so framed as not to relieve them from the liability of having to answer for
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such abusessas those deseribed in Section III., nor for unauthorised Acts
cogaisable by civil courts under Section XXII. of Regulation IL of 1827.
I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) 'W. Hansr,
. Inam Commissioner.
Belgaum, 30tk December 1850.

No. 3022. ]

To H. E. Gorpsurp, Esq.,
Secretary to Government, Bombay.

Sin,~—1In the 5th paragraph of your letter to my address No. 8729, dated
28th November 1850, you couvey to me the order of Government that I shonld
carefully revise the compendium of Rules formerly submitted with my letter
No. 544, dated 9th May 1848, with & view to their being submitted for ap-
proval to the Government of India, as the Code to be referred to in the Act
required for the organisation of the Inam Commission, in the manner approved
of by Government and the Honorable the Court of Directors.

2. In the revised drafi Act submitted by me with my report No. 3021,
of the 30th D ber 1850, Section IV. refers to this Code of Rules
when it shall have been approved, and I have now the honour of forwarding a
revised draft of it, made applicable to the Deccan, Khandeish, and the Southern
Muratha Country, for the consideration of Government.

3. In order to prevent the ity of a refe to my former letter,
No. 544, dated 9th May 1848, I shall repeat such parts of it as are applicable
to the revised Rules now submitted, so as to let it be entirely superseded by
this letter.

4. 'The Code or compendium of Rules now submitied is simply an adapta-~
tion of the Rules proposed by the Bombay Government, in the Acting Chief
Secretary’s letter No. 3667, dated 19th December 1839, and amended in 1842,
in which are restored a few terms which -existed in the Rules as generaily
approved of by the Honorable the Court of Directors in their despatch No.
18 of 1840, paragraph 42, but which were omitted (though evidently without
intention) in the Code circulated with the Government letter No. 1949 of 1842,

6.+ The Rules in question were in the first place proposed for the adjudica~
tion of claims to money and grgin sallowances, bit were made applicable to
the case of rent-free lands &c. in the Deccan, Khandeish, and Southern Muratha
Country, at the proposition of the Bombay Government, contained in the Chief
Secretary’s letter No. 2906, dated 21st September 1839, which proposition
was approved of by the Government of India in a letter No. 263, dated 4th
Nevember in the same year, and finally by the Honorable the Court of Direc-
tors, in their general sanction of the Rules.
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6. In arranging the Rules of 1839 and 1842 into the Code now submitted,
¥ bave avoided, as far as possible, the proposition of any new principle, almost
the only additions which I have suggested to the Rules themselves being inter.
pretations, all of which have already been approved of by Government, with
the exception of two or thres mow first proposed on grounds which I shall
explain below.

7. But though I have not attempted to interferdwith the principles of the
Rules of 1839 and 1842, I have, for the sake of convenience, altered their
arrangement, in reducing it to a more systematic division into heads or
# articles?” The first article disposes of every Inam, of whatever denoming-
tion, already epecifically g teed a8 per t by & competent suthority
under the present Government; the second, of all personal Inams not com-~
ing under the sbove head,~and these again are divided into Sunudee
or authentic, and those which are merely prescriptive; the third article
comprehends all Inams primé facie permanent from the nature of the object
for which they are claimed, keepingin view a similar sub-division ; the fourth
provides for the widows of the last incumbents of all lapsed holdings ; the
fifth reserves the present right of Government over Surinjams and other
tenures of 8 political and ministerial nature; and the sixth vests Government
with the power of modifying in favour of claimants auy of the Rules of the
Code,~a power which is now vested in the Government of India,—and
of interpreting the meaning of any part of it respecting which a doubg
may occur.

8. Should any of the Rules or proposmons of the Code now submitted, or
the terms in which they are expressed, be considered open to objection, I would
respectfully beg that Government will not proceed to any final condemnation »
or rejection of them without first giving me an opportunity of explaining more
fully my reason for proposing them. So far, however, as I ean jadge, the only
points connected with this Code which seem to require sny particnlar explas
nation are the following,

9. Rule I. of Article I. ~~This Rule is glightly altered from the 4th Rule of
the 1st Division of the Rules of 1839 and 1842, in extending the validity
of declarations by the Bombay Government, and competent officers acting
under i, to those of the British Government and competent officers acting
nnder it, in order that guarantees by certain. Military Commanders who come
menced the sattlement of this country (as Sir Thomas Munro, Sir §, Malcolm,
&e.), and thosa of the Commissioner in the Deccan, &e. before its unnexation
to Bombay, may be comprehended by the Rule. The word “ British” is, in
fact, used in paragraph 3 of the lettar No. 116, of the 22nd July 1839, from the
Government of India to that of Bombay, from which letter the Rulein
question originated. The words * specific and absolute” are inserted to
provent for the future the.posaibility of provisional or conditional decla~
rations of a general nature from being regarded as ahsolute ones, without
examination a8 to whether or not the provisions were applicable, or the condi-
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tions fulfilled in particular cases. This addition will obviate a mischievous
error of frequent occurrence. The words * previous to the passing of the
Charter of A. . 1833,” which existed in the origimal Rules of 1839 and 1842,
have been omitted from that now submitted for approval as superfluous, after
the change of the word ¢ Bombay” to * British,” as noticed above,

10. Rule I. of Article I1.—This Rule is a slightly amplified version of Rule
1. of the first division of the Rules of 1842,

11. Provision 1 of Rule I. of Article II—This Provision will not neces-
sarily dispossess any person who may be found holding an Inam under the
Bunud of en incompetent authority; it will merely transfer the adjudication
of his claim from the fifst to the second Rules of this Article; and he
will still have the advantage of any prescriptive right to which the Iengt.h of
his possession may, under that Rule, entitle him.

12. Provision 2 of Rule I. of Article ZI.—This Provision is new one, the
power of applying which in extreme cases is necessary on grounds of public
policy. Tt is one, however, the application of which will of course be very
unfrequent. The power of appeal provided by the ‘proposed Ynam Jnquiry
Act will prevent any unnecessarily harsh application of it.

13. Provision 3 of Rule I. of Article II—This Provision is edded to
carry out the principle laid dowm in paragraph 5 of the Government leiter
No. 3329, dated 28th September 1844 ; and is, at any rate, required to make
the Rule reasonable.

14, Provision 4 of Rule I. of Article II—This Provision may at first
sight appear unnecessary in addition to Provision 3. It is, however, proposed
in order 4o embrace cases not comprehended by the latter, suck &s one in
which jt is clear that the revoeation, alteration, or annulment of a grant (though
such alteration, &e. may not have been made by the order of a competent
authority, as contemplated in Provision 3) was recognised by such authority ;
as, for instance, when a former Inam is entered in an altered condition in au~
thentic ts either ting from or passed at the Hoozeor. Thus an
estate may have been originally granted or recognised by a competent antho-
rity as Surv Inam, but is foind included in all authentic acéonnts, towards the
close of the late Government, among lends subject to fuil assessment as
Khalsat, or to a partial assessment, which was looked upon by the Sirkar as
part of the authorised revenue of the district. In this case, though it cannot
be discovered when, or by whose order,” the t was imposed, it is

evident that it was approved of by competent authority, and ought to be con~
tinued, which it would be undér this Provision.

+ 16, Rulé IL of Article II—The several sections of thia Rule are com-
posed of Rules 1,2, and 3 of the second division of the Rules of 1842,
slightly modified.” The word * undisputedly” is introduced, because * undis—
puted” possession is made & condition by the Honorable Court of Direetors in
paragraph 42 of their despatch 'No. 18, dated’ 29th September 1840, when
sanctioning the principles of the Rules im' question. The werd “ authorised™
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is retained b it appears in the original Rules sanctioned by the Court at
- the'same time; and b the only relazation intended in the original Rules,
- by the substitution of those of 1842, avowedly was the mere alteration
" of the term of one hundred years and three descents to that of sixty years
and two descents. The words “ before the introduction of our Government”
are retained for the same reason, and .because the principle they uphold
has been elsewhere insisted on, as appears from paragraph 7 of the
letter from the Bombay Government to the Government of India, No. 3667,
dated 19th December 1839, and a letter No. 928 of 1841 from Government to
the Collector of Khandeish. The words “ at least” are added because they
were inserted in the Honorable Court’s despatch No. 18 of 1840, above quot-
ed, apparently as one of the conditions on which the’ Rule of one hundred
years atd three lives, which had been proposed to them by the Bombay
Government, was to be-relaxed.

16, Provision 1 of Rule II. of Article I1.—This Provision is proposed to
prevent such unauthentic holdings as are admitted only in district accounts
not passed at the Hoozoor, from being necessarily excladed fiom the benefits
of RuleII.  Of course if a village, &c. be specifically mentioned in the Hoozoor
accounts as Khalsat or resumed, or if those acconts contain general entries
showing that it was regarded by Government as Khalsat subsequent to its al-
ledged grant as Inam, its admission as Inam in the unpassed accounts of a
Mamlutdar cannot be looked upon either as authorised or undisputed. But
otherwise this provision will enable prescriptive enjoyment to be reckoned on
the duration of an Inam existing by the sufferance of & mere subordinate
officer,

17.  Provision 2 of Rule I1. of Article II.—This Provision is proposed to
carry out the principle recognised by Government in the Revenue Secretary’s
letter No. 3753, dated 31st July 1845.

+ 18, Provision 3 of Rule II. of Article IT—This Provision is now first
proposed a8 I cannot find any exphcn declaration of Government on the sub-
Ject to which it relatee.

-"18.  Rule I11. of Articls IL. —Thxs Rule is an adaptation of Rule IV. of
tbe second division of the Rules of 1842.

20, Profision 1 of Rule II[. of Article IT—This Provision is made in
conformity with the Government letter No. 3329 of 1844, paragraph 3.

21.  Provision 2 of Rule IIL. of Article II—This Provision is founded on
the same 3rd paragraph of the Government letter No. 3329 of 1844, and is, at
all events, requisite and just.

" 22, Rule L of Article I1I~~This Rule corresponds with Rule II. of the
first division of the Rules of 1842.

23. Provision b of Rule I. af Article III.—The extension in Dewusthan
end similar holdings of the advantages of full prescriptive enjoyment, from
oce\lpuuon of sixty years, and at least two d ts, to pation for forty
years, irrespective of the number of descents, i pmposcd on the principle that
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the fimitation of future vontinuance for a cettain number of years or descents is
inapplicable to such koldings, and if there be reason for continuing them at alt
(except as an indulgence to present incumbents), they should be altogether
permanent, This principle has been admitted by Government in several
decisions on Dewusthan Inams in Talooka Nowlgoond, though it is more
liberal than that proposed it paragraph & of the Inam Committee’s Repord
No. 77, dated 12th December 1844, on the Dewusthans of old Hooblee, aps
proved of by Government in a letter No, 1563, dated 8th April 1845,

24. Provision 6 of Rule I. of Article 111~ This Provision is in conformity
with the principle laid down by the Government letter No. 3753 of 1845,

25. Protision 7 of Ruls I. of Article II~This Provision is added to
énforce the principle laid down by the Government letters Nos. 1250 and 1258,
both dated 17th April 1843,

20. Provision 8 of Rule I. of Article III—The indulgence proposed in
this Provision was suggested by the Inam Committee’s Report No, 77, dated
12th December 1844, paragraph 10, and approved of by the Government
fetter No. 1553, dated 8th April 1845, .

27. Rule IT. of Article 111—This Rule is an extension and explanation of
Rule I11. of the first division of the Government Rules of 1842.

28. Provision 7 of Rule II. of Article I11.~This Provision is cotiprised in
Rule I11, of the first division of the Government Rules of 1842, where it seems
somewhat out of place as part of the Rule. In conjutiction With Provision 8
of this Rule, it will prevent merely prescriptive Itams from being recognised
as official ones, unless they have been held as such from the earliest pgriod to
which forthcoming evidencé goes back: e. g. en Inam held as “Gram
Joshee's Inam” for an unknown period, end through an unknown number of
testents, shall be coitinied as official Inam if there are no records of time
when it was hot so held; but if held even through more than siaty years and
two descénts before the introdiiction of the present Giovernment as “ Gram
Joshee's Inam” it shall névertheless be reckoned only a personal Inam if thera
be records of still older date which show that it was nob originally an officiel
holding. This of course will not ily ion its ption, as it will
still be permaneritly continuable under Section I. of Rule 11. of Article I1.

29. Rule I of Article 1V.—This corresponds with the Rule ®ontained in
the third division of the Government Rules of 1849, ‘

30. Provision 1 of Rule I. of Article IV.~=This Provision is added to secure
to the widows of authentic or recognised Inamdars the right conceted to them
by the Government letters No. 850, dated 9th March 1839, and No. 3238,
dated 10th November 1843, forwarding an extract from a letier from the
Honorable Court of Directors, No. 9 of 1841, .

8L Rule I of Article V.—~This Rule is desirable to prevent any idea
tirisity that the tenures to which it relates are affected by this Code, which
bpplies to tenures free of service or considerations of political expediency.

82 Article V1. of Rule I~This Rule is proposed to prevent an inevitable
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finality in the Rules, which might be franght with hardship to claimants ynder
peculiar circumstances, such as thoss contemplated in the 5th paragraph of
your letter No. 8728 of 1850, as possible in newly acquired territory, &c.
and further to reserve to Government the right of declaring what they intend=
ed by these Rules, in ease the meaning of them may be questioned.

I have the honour to be, &e.
(Signed) W. Haen,

Inam Commissioner.
Belgaum, st January 1851,

No. 3260 or 1851
TrrriTor1AL DEPARTHMENT, REvENUB.
From H. E. Gowvsuin, Esq.,
Secretary to the Governmeit of Bombay,
To F. J. Havtapay, Esq,,
Secretary to the Government of India.

Sm,-—l have been directed by the Right Honorable the Governor In Couns
cil to forward to you copy of a letter wh}ch I addressed Mr. Hart, the Inam
Commissioner, on receipt of your letter of 11th October last, No. 606, and of
that officer’s reply dated 30th December last, No. 3021,

2. The accompaniments to that letter were carefully considered by the
Members of this Government, and altered by Mr. Hart eo as to give effect to
the views expressed in their Minutes of Council, which were placed before
him for the purpose on his visiting Bombay.

3. 'They were then forwarded to the Legal Remembrancer, for the correce
tion of any errors or indistinctness in the wording. A few amendments of the
dreft Act were made by that officer, but he saw no occasion to alter the
Rules. Copies of the two papers (draft Act and Rules) as received back
from him are herewith forwarded.

4. In paragraph 3* of your letter of llth Ocmber last, an opinion has
been expressed as to the expediency of ing the investigation into, and
settlement of Inams at an early date and His Lordshlp in Council therefore
trusts that & consideration of the reasons given in paragraph 3 of the accom-

* “3. 1In paragraphs 45 and 46 of their present, lotter, the Government of India refer to the
vequest, of thia Government thet the draft Act submitted to them might be passed iuto law.
With a view to prevent litigation and consequent excltemem, Bis Lordship in Council is of
tpinion that the law should be passed before the € i their i!
in other Collsctorates than those mow subjected to your inquiries, and until it is passed he
will not gasette your appointment as Chief Commissionen”
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panying letter to Mr. Hart will induce the‘ Government of India to puss the
draft Act into law at a very early date. .
I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) H. E. GoLpsuip,
Secretary to Government.
Bombay Castle, 22rd March 1851. el

No. 386.
N HouMr DEpARTMENT, LEGISLATIVE.
From A. R. Youne, Esq.,
Under-Secretary to the Government of India,
To J. G. Lunspen, Esq., )
Secretary to Govemment,;Bombay.
Dated the 20th June 1851.
Sir,—With reference to previous correspondence on the subject, I am di-
rected to forward, for submission to the Right Honorable the Governor in
Council, the accompanying draft of a proposed Act “ for adjudication of titles
to certain estates claimed to be rent-free in the Presidency of Bombay,” and
to request that His Lordship in Council will favour the Supreme Government
with any observations or suggestions on its provisions which may appear to

be necessary. )
1 have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) A. R. Young,
. Under-Secretary to the Government of India.
Fort William, the 20tk June 1851.

No. 7096 or 185].

- ' TerrrrorIAL DEpavTMENT, REVENUE.
To W. Harr, Esq,, .
Inam Commissioner.

Str,—With reference to your letter. No. 3021, dated the 30th December
1850, 1 have been directed to transmit, for any observations you may have to
offer, the accompanying draft Act received from the Government of India,
(with red ink alterations as it stood when submitted to the Supreme Govern-
ment,) relative to the adjudication of claims to estates claimed as Inam in
certain districts of the Bombay Presidency, in which claims against Govern-
ment on account of such estates are not cognisable by the civil courts,
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2. You will be pleased to favgu‘r Government with an early reply, returning
the draft Act therewith. :
1 Kave the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) A, Margr,
Chief Secretary to Government,
Bombay Custle, 9th July 1851,

No. 3237.
To A. Marzr, Esq., '

" Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay.

Sin,—In obedience to the orders conveyed in your letter No. 7096, dated
9th current, I have the honour to return to you the printed draft Act which
accompanied it, with the following gbservations.

2. The salterations introduced into the wording of the Act as now printed
are for the most part evident improvements; but the following questions strike
me as requiring the consideration of Government :—

1st.—In the title, should not the word “the” be inserted before «ad-
‘judication,” and the words  wholly or partially” before “ rent-free” ?
2nd.—In Section 1V., should not the Rules in Schedule B, instead of
being annexed as a Schedule to the Act, be kept separate, as at first intended
by Government, for the reasons recited in partgraph 5 of the Government
letter No. 8729, dated 28th November 1850 ?
. 3rd~In that same Section IV,, if it should be determined that the

Rules must be attached asa Schedule, would it not be well to expunge

the Clause commencing “ but the Governor” &e. 7—for it seems objection-

able to presuppose thlat the Rules of an enactment about to be passed may
be * unjust,” and the power of relaxing any of the Rules in favour of claim-~
ants on whom they might operate Aarshly is already provided for by Rule

1L of Schedule B to the Act as now printed, corresponding with Article VI.

of the Rules approved by Gover t on the 16th March 1851. This rule

is, in fact, more comprehensive than the one I propose to expunge, which
would seem to restrict the interference of Government to cases where the

"opinion of the Inam Commissioner coincides with theirs; whereas the other

provides for that opinion being over-ruled when requisite. The whole of

Section IV. which follows the word “ Act,” therefore, seems to me unneces-

sary, as well as liable to positive objection, even if the Rules for the

adjudication of titles should be now published as proposed ; the propriety
of which publication is, in my humble opinion, more than questionable.
4th.—In Section VL, would it not be better to restore the last clause
of this Section, as it originally stood in the draft submitted to the Go-
vernment of India, declaring that punishment under this Section shall
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not preclude any other prosecution under the general Regulations to
which the misconduct of the offender may have subjected him ?-—~other-
wise it may so happen, that if a person sustains a civil injury by such
miseonduct, he will be precluded from obtaining redress by a civil suit.
This may seem a very wild hypothesis on my part; but if the Bombay Sud-
der Adawlut had grounds, on the 21st March 1839, for interpreting that
“ damages arising from ¢ conspiracy’ cannot by the Regulations form the
subject of litigation in & civil court,” merely because * conspiracy,” which
first became a specific crime by Regulation XVII. of 1828, was not men-
tioned as such in the 2nd Clause of Section II. of Regulation XIV. of 1627,
there will be equal grounds for the same Court to decide that damages
arising from the misconduct of an Inam Commission officer cannot form the
subject of a civil suit, because his existence was not provided for by any of
the clauses of the same Regulation of 1827. Finally, with regard to the
clavse omitted, it has, I believe, been found to work satisfactorily in Bombay
Regulation II. of 1827, Section XXXVI. Clause 3rd, and in Regulation
X11. of 1827, Section VIII., where it is inserted in the same terms, as well
as in Regulation XVT, of 1827, Section X1I. Clause 5th, where its spirit has
been upheld, so far as relates to the recovery of presents or bribes by ecivil
suit.

5th~In Section- VIL., should not the last clause of this Section be
restored, as at first proposed ? The same clause, or one to the-same effect,
was first proposed to Government, but being by Government considered
unnecessary, was left out of the draft referred to the Remembrancer for
Legal Affairs, That officer, however, was of opinion that it should be in
effect restored, and he inserted in his revision of the draft the clause now
again left out of the printed draft. I think that it may be requlred to
prevent the acts of Collectors, &e. done in ting d under
the propased enactment from being either duecﬂy or mdxm:tly set aside
by civil courts. The provisions of Act XVIIL of 1850 will not, I fear,
fulfil what is here required, as they seem to have been intended only for
the protection of officers in a judicial capacity, and others executing their
warrants, by giving them immunity from personal suit. I think that Go-
vernment will find this explained in the Legal Remembrancer’s letter, of
which I have not a copy.

6th.—In this same Section VIL., # such provision” should be ¥ such pro-
visions.”
3. With respect to Bchedule B, I shall submit my observations with refer-

eneg to its Rules as they are there numbered,—

lst~In Rule I1I., should not the phrase * of & grandson or male heir of
the body of a grandson of the original grantee” be altered to “of a gn.nd-
son in male descent or male heir of the body of such grandson of the origi~
nal grantee” %—otherwise, should the grandson in p ion at the introv
duction of the present Government bes daughter’s son, the effect of the
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Rule will be to transfer the prescriptive title recognised by it from the family

of the grantee to that of his daughter’s husband, or to prevent Government

from resuming an estate which hes fairly lapsed in default of male heis.
2nd.—In Rule V. Provision 1, the phrases by ¢ the Collector” and

“ Collectorate” ave incorrect: what Goveirnment meant by “at the Hoo-

zoor” and “ in the Hoozoor accounts” was the Hoozoor of the Government.

If the Native word * Hoozoor” seems objectionable, would it not be well to

alter the wording of the sentence of this Provision in which the words

oceur a8 follows :— )

"« *The mere entry of the holding as continued in the genuine accounts
of the district officers (even in those not audited and passed by the
(iovernment of the time being) will be sufficient to bring it underthe heads
of ¢ undisputed’ and ‘authprised,’ so far as r('ganls the purposes of this
Rule ; plowded only that there are no entries in the Governinent accounts
which show &e.”
3rd.—In Rule V11, Provision 4, also, the error last noticed recurs. In

tus Provision, therefore, the words “ not passed by the Collector” should,

in like manner, be altered to “ not passed by the Government of the time
being,” and the phrare “ the Collectoiate accounts” to “ the Government
aceounts,”

- 4th~1n Rule V111, Prgvision 5 “ Nargowdass” should be “ Nargowdas.”

4. Theire do not seem to be any other points requiring observations

from me,

1 have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) W. Iiaer,
Inam Commissioner.

.

Belyaom, 18tk July 1851,

No.'7771 or 1851.
, TermiToR1AL DErARTMENT, REVENUE.
Ta W. Haer, Esq,
Inam Commissioner.

Si1g,~—~1 heve- been divected to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
No. 3237, dated 18th instant, and tum&.\un_ggu that the Right Honorable the
Govemor in Counil fully concurs in the suggestions theréin made, giving the
preference to that in question 2nd paragraph 2 over that in question 3rd of
same paragraph.

2. His Lovdship in Council has also directed me to forward to you here-
with another cupy of the draft Act as received from Caleutta, and to request
you will huve the goodness to alter it in red ink so as to give effect to your
suggeetions ss now adopted by Government,

1 have the honour to be, &c.

* (Signed)’ JA Mavrer,
Bombay Castle, 24tk July 1851, Chief Secretary to Government.
£



Ne. 9.
l‘o A: Maver, Esq. -
Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay.

Str,—In obedience to the instfuctions contained in your letter No, 7771 of
1851, dated 29th ultimo, I have the honeur to return the accompnnymg copy
of the draft Act with alterations in red ink, as required.

2. In altering, Section IV., I have crossed with double lines, and en-
closed in brackets, that part of it which should be omitted, even if Schedule
B were retained. If, as Government bhave seen the prupriet.y of doing, the
Rules be for the present allowed to remain unpublished, the whole of the
words crossed (whether with & double or single line) wxll be replaced by the
words written in the margin with red ink

3. 1 have, as directed, proposed the omission of the whole of Schedule B.

. At the same time, I have insertell in the Rules now contained in it the
corrections Government considers them to require, in order that the same
may be embodied in the Code promulgated under Section IV. as now altered.

I have the honour 1o be, &c.

. (blgned) " W. Harr,
Belgaum, 5th August 1851. Inam Commissioner.

No, 8393 or 18.)1.

TERRXTORIAL D:;mn-mm'r, Revenve,
From A, Mapzr, Esq.,
Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay,

To F. J. HALLmAv, Esq., A
Secretary to the Government of India.

Sir,—With reference to Mr. Under-Secretary Young’s letter dated the
Letter from Mp Hart, 20th June Jast, No. 386, I have been directed by
Inam Commissioner, No. the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to for-
3237, dated I8th July 1851, o q g you, for the information of the Honorable

From ditto, Ne, 9, dated d
th instant,with accon the President in Council, copies of the letters noted

ment. in the margin from Mr. Hart, the Inam Commis-
sipner, together with the amended draft Act *for adjudication of titles to
certain estates clalmed to be rent-free in the Presidency of Bombay,” end to
request that you w111 move the Government of India to pass the amended

draft into law.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed)  A. Marer,
3 . . Chief Secretary to Government,
Bombay Castle, 20th August 1851



ACT No. XI. .or 1832,

*Passed by the Governor General of India in’ Council on the 13th
Februa'ry 1852.

An Act for the Adjudicationof Titles to certain Estates claimed to be w}Lolly
of pavtially Rent-free in the Presidency of Bombay. '

Waengas in the territories of the Deccan, Khandeish, and Southern Mah-
ratta Country, and in other Districts more recently annexed to the Bombay
Presidency, claims against Government on account of Inams and other Estates
wholly or partially exempt from payment of Land Revenue are excepted from
the cogni of the ordinary Civil Courts, and incapable of being justly
disposed of under the Rules for the (ietermination of Titles, and the Rules of
Procedure contained in Chdpters IX. and X, of Regulation XVIL. of 1827 of
the Bombay Code and their Supplements; and: whereas it is desirable that
the said claim should be tried and determined ‘without further delay; It is
declared and enacted as follows :—

I. The Rules in Chapters 1X. and X. of Regulation XVII. of 1827, and
Clause 1 of Regulation V1. of 1833 of the Bombay Code, do pot apply toany
of the Districts of the Bombay Presidency which were not brought under the
General Regulations of Government by Regulation XX VIIL of 1817 of the
Bombay Code; and no order hitherto ‘passed regarding the continuance or
resumption of lands in any of the said Districts held or claimed from Govern-
ment as wholly or partially free of essessment ghall be liable to be questioned
in any Court of Law, on the grounds of any interpretation or construction of
the Law which may be inconsistent with the declaration wade and the Rules
prescribed by this enactment.

II. The Governor of Bombay in Council may appoint in any Zilla or
other division of the territories subject to the Presidency of Bombay, which
were not brought under the General Regulations of Goternment by the said
Regulation XXVIIL. of 1827, an Inem Commissioner with so many Assist-
eats, and such subordinate establishment as may be necessary for the purposs
hercinafter mentioned.

TH. The duties of each Inam Commissi and his Assistants shall be
discharged according to the Rules in Schedule A, annexed to this Act.
IV. In the adjudication of claims to pt lands or interests ‘therein,

3
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the titles of cleimants shall be determined by the Rules in Schedule B,
annexed to this Act. ’

V. Each Inam Commissioner and his Assistants shall have the same autho~
sity to procure the'attendance of witnesses, and to take evidence, as now is,
or from time tp time may be, by Law vested in the ordinary Civil Courts;
and so far as concerns the penalties for net giving evidence, for false testimony,
for resistance of process, contempts, and other like metters connected with
eases under cognisance by any one of the said Officers, his Office shall be held
‘to be a Court of Civil Jurisdiction of the same suthority as the superior Civil
Court of the Zilla or District in whieh his Office from #ime to time shall be
established. Provided that all complaints against, or appeals from, the pro-
ceedings of the Inam Commissioner or any of his Assistants, in exercise of the
sutharity conferred on them respectively by this Section, shall be made under
the second Rule of Schedule A, annexed to this Act, and shall not be cognis-
able by any other authority, or in any other manner than as therein specified.

VL Bribery, extortion, and generally all acts of abuse, or misapplication
of ‘authority, or other misconduct, committed by any Officer belonging to the
Establishment of the Inam Commission, or temporanily employed therein
under the provisions of this enactment, shall be punishable as criminal offences,
with fine and ordinary imprisonment without labour for & period not exceeding
five years; and the receipt of a present directly or indirectly, by any such
Officer, fiom any person against whom or in whose behalf he may be officially
employed, shall be considered extortion. And no penalty or punishment

“adjudicated under thisClause shall preclude any other Civil prosecution to
which the offender may be liable.

+ VIL No decision or order of the Inam Commissioner, or of any of his
Assistants, or of the G#vernor in Council, under the provisions of this enact-
ment, 50 long as the same shall be in force under such provisions, shall be
questioned or avoided in any Court of Law ; und no Commissioner, or Assist-
ant Commissioner, or other person acting under the provisions of this Act,
shall be liable to be sued in'any Civil Court for any act bord fide done or
“ordered to be done by him in pursuance of the said provisions.

SCHEDULE 4.

Rules for defining the Duties of each Inam Commissi and his Assistants

1. The duty of the Inam Commissi and his Assistants shall be to
investigate, in the manner prescribed by this enactment, the titles of persons
holding or claiming against Government the possession or enjoyment of Inams
oor Jagheers, or' any interest therein, or claiming exemption from the payment
‘of Land Revenue, and generally to act according fo the instructions of
Government in il matters not specifically provided for in this enactment. -
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9, ‘ARl orders of the Assistant Commisniouers shall' be appealable ot
the Inam Commizsioner, who shall also have the authority of retising and
of modifying, reversing or annulling, if necessary, their orders and proceedings ;
and the orders and proceedings of the Inam Commissioner ghall be in like
manner appealable to and subject to modification, reversal, or annulment by the
Governor of Bombay in Council, whose orders shall in every case be final.

-3. The Inam Commissioner or his Assistants shall receive, from the persons
holding or claiming to hold lands. or any interest therein exempt from the

payment of Revenue, statements explaining the nature of the title by which the
lands and interest are so held, and shall take and record the ev:dence -offered.
in support of such statements.

4, These statements may. be received, either directly by the Officers of thes
Inem Commission, or through the medium of the Revenue Authority of the
Talooka in which the land or interest so held or claimed as exemptis situated,
or in which the alleged proprietor resides, without any previous procedure,
except & genéral invitation to such landholders of u District who shall hold or
claim to hold lands exempt as aforesaid to state the nature of their titles. "

5. But when such general invitation is not sufficiently attended to, & notice
may be issued to any party holding or claiming to hold any lands or any in-
terest therein wholly or partially exempt as aforesaid, requiring him personally,
or by his Agent, to show his title, The notice issued in such cases shall state
the nature of the investigation which jg intended, and shail call upon the alleged
proprietor of the exempt lands, or interest held or claimed to be held exempt as
eforesaid, to attend either personally or by an authorised Agent, at & specified
place and within a specified period, (which shall never be less than two months
from the date of the notice being served,) to explain the nature of his title to
hold such lands or interest exempt as aforesaid, and to produce all the evidence
forthcoming to prove it. The notice shall further explain that a failure to
comply with its terms will render the land or interest to which it lela.tea
hiable to attachment.

6. The notice shall be served upon the party holding' or claiming to hold
the land or interest exempt as aforesaid, or, if his place of residence be not
known, upon’the person acting for him, or, in default of such, upon the person
in charge of the land or interest.

7. 1f such persons cannot be found, & notice shall be posted in the Oﬁice
of the Native Revenue Officer of the District, and in the Chowvee, or most
public place of the village, where the land or interest under inquiry is situated,
calling on any person who may claim as proprietor to appear, either person-
ally or by his Agent, to prove his title within six months from .the date of
the notice, under peoalty of the attachment of the land or interest, and on
fuilure of the appesrance of & claimant the land or interest shall be liable to
attachment.

8. The attachment provided for by Rules 6 and 7 shall be enforced by the
Callector or Chief Revenue Authority of the Distiict in which the land te
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which it relates ig situated, at the written requisition of the Inam Commis-
sloner or his Assistant; which shall be a sufficient warrant to the Collector for
the attachment of the land, and for the collection of the rents accruing there-
from on account of Government during its attachment.

9. As soon as possible after the receipt of the statements in each District,
and of the evidence by which they are supported, they shall be tested by the
entries in the Government Accounts and State Records, and by any other evi-
dence procurable, whether in favour of Government or of the claimants, and
decisions shall then be passed on them as to the continuance, resumption, or
full or partial assessment of the lands.

10. In cases where the motices provided for in Sections V. and VIL. fail
to procure the atiendance of the persons to whom they are addressed, and no
claimant appears to prosecute his claim, the Commissioner or Assistant Com~
missioner shall proceed to ascertain the facts of the case from such evidence
as may be forthcoming or procurable, and shell pronounce such decision there-
iipon as to him shall seem just regarding the lands or interests to which the
notices referred.

7. A attachment enforced under Rule 8 shall be removed by the Collec-

tor or Chief Revenue Authority by whom it was made, on receipt of a com-
municetion from the Inam Commissioner or his Assistant, certifying that he
iders the attachment to be no longer necessary; but the rents collected
from the land during,its attachment shall‘n no case be restored to the alleged
proprietor, except under the general or special instructions of Government.

12. Certified copies of decisions made according to the provisions of
Rule 9 shall be delivered as soon as possible after each decision is passed, to
the persons on whose claimé the decision shall have been pronounced, or their
agents; and copies of all decisions made in the ab of any claimant, ac-
cording to the provisions of Rule 10, shell be sent to the Mamlutdar, or other
Revenue manager of the Talooka in which the lands to which they relate are
situated, who shall deliver them to the parties affected by them, should they
be discoverable, or otherwise cause them to be publxc!y posted in the village
to which the lands in question belong,

13. Decisions affesting any lande, or any interests therein, passed ander
this enactment, shall be carried into execution by the Collector or Chief
Revenue Authority of the District in which the lands to which they relnle are
situated, at the requisition of the Inam C isai or his Assistant, in any
manner which may, from time to time, be prescribed by the Governor ol
Bombay in Council.

14. Inall cases where a person may be desirous of appealing against any
decision of the Inam Commissioner or his Assi , he shall apply by a
petition, addressed to the Authority by whom, according to Rule 2, his appeal
is cognisable, which petition shall be presented to such authority within one
hundred days from the date of the decree appealed aguinst, a copy of which
must accompany the petition of appeal ; and no appeal which is not so made
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shall be admitted without proof of the existence of & just and necessary cause
for its not having been preferred in due time ; and it is hereby provided, that
no decree passed by the Inam Commiseioner or any of his Assistants shall be
linble to be set aside for want of form in the proceedings, but only for matters
affecting the justice of the decision,

SCHEDULE B.

Rules for the adjwdzwtum of Titles to Estates claimed as Inam, or exémpt from
payment of Land Revenue.

1. All lands held wnder spectﬁc and absolute declaration by the British Go«

Regarding Taamanlready Vel , or any competent Officer acting under 1t,
declared permanent by , that they were to be continued hereditarily or in per-

iﬁ:"pf:::::d:ﬁ:':: !};fﬂ:ls: petuity exempt, wholly or partially, from, the pay-

present Government, ment of Revenue, are to be so continued according
to the purport of such declaration.

Provision 1st.—If any question ghall arise as to the competency of the
Officer to make or give such declaration es aforeseid, the Commissioner or
Assistant Commissioner is to suspend his judgment, and report the circum-
stances of the case to the Governor of Bombay in Council, $o whom a power
i# hereby reserved of determining finally whether such Officer was competent
to make or give such declaration, end the C issi or Assistant Com-
missioner, upon receiving the determination of the said Governor in Council,
shall decide accordingly.

2. Any land held under a Sunnd decloring it to be hereditary ahall bevso

Regardiop  cluima t0 continued according to the terms of the Sunud.
p,,,of,:l .‘gm,, ot yet Provision 1st.—Provided that the grant wes either
sdjudieated uuder the made, or specifically recognised; by authority com-
prescnt Government. petent to alienate Government Revenue in perpetuity,
the guestion of which recognition and competency is to be referred to and de-
termined by Government in the manner prescribed by Provision 1st, Rule 1.

. Provision 2ad.And provided that there be nothing in the conditions of
the tenure which cannot be observed without a breach of the laws of the land,
or the rules of public decency,

* Provision Srd.—And provided that the grant was not afterwards revoked or
disallowed, or an alteration of its terms ardered or recognised by a competent
authority. .

3, Alllands umnwrruptedly held as wholly or partially exempt from assess~
ment for & period of sixty years before the introduction of the British Govern-
ment, and then in the authorised p ion of & grandson in male descent, or
male heir of the body of such grandson of the original grantee, shall continue
10 be »0 held go long as there shall be in existence any male heir of the body
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of the person who was incumbent at the introduction of the British Govern-.
ment, fracing his lineage from such incumbent through male heirs only.

_4. Al lands, uninterruptedly held as wholly or partially exempt from.
assessment for a period of forty years before the introduction of the British
Government, and then in the authorised possession'of a son, or male heir of
the body of a son of the original grantee, are to be continued for one succession
further than that of the person who wes incumbent at the introduction of the
British Government, that is, until the death of his last surviving son,

Provision 1st.~—The authorised possession contemplated by Rules 3 and 4
doesnot involve the necessity of proving any specific authority from, or recog-
nition by, the Government or Paramount Power., The mere entry of the
holding as continued in the genuine accounts of the District Officers (even in
those not audited and passed by the Government of the time being) will be
sufficient to bring it under the heads of * uninterrupted” and * authorised,” so
far as regards the purposes of this Rule; provided only that there are no
entries in the Collectorate accounts, which show that the holding of such lands
exemfit as aforesaid must hnve been unauthorised by the Government or
Paramount Power.

Provision 2nd.—If there be not evidence forthcoming to disprove a claim-
ant's assertion’ that his holding has been undisputedly enjoyed for the
number of years and descents requisite to fulfil the conditions of Rules 3 and
4 respectively, his prescriptive right shall be admitted. g

Provision 3rd—The jintroduction of the British Government is to be
reckoned from the time the East India Company became the Government or
Paramount Autherity over each District as regards its Inams. In the Ter-
ritories ceded by or conquered from the Peshwa, therefore, whether Khalsat
Mahels or Surinjams, &e. held exclusive of Inams, &c., the introduction of
the British Government will date from the close of that of the Peshwa. But
in case of the lapse of an independent principality, or of a Jagheer more
ancient than the Peshwa's Government, and over the Inams of which he did
not claim any authority, the introduction of the British Government should be

‘reckoned only from the date at which the general management of the Districta
may have come into the hands of the Company; and in case eny question
shall arise as to the precise date when the East India Company became the
Government over any district, or when the general management,of any
District came into their hands, such question shall be referred to and deter-
mined by Government in the manner prescribed by Provision 1st, Rule 1.

6. Land held as wholly exempt from payment of Revenue, or on partial

t, the y ion of which is not continuable under the preceding
Rules, m,to ber d on the demise of the i bent

Pravision 1st~—1In case the incumbent st the time of the mtroductlon of the
British Government may have died, the permission to hold for life is to be
extended to the person in whose name the land may be continued when the
jnvestigation is commenced, if there be no fraud npparent, nor other reason
for withholding this indulgence.
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- Provision 2nd.~When land is evidently held by fraud recently committed
(as when 2n Inam which was resumed under the late Government has been
re-occupied under the present Government without authority, or as when a
pretended Inam is found to have originated since the introduction of this
Government with the connivance of District or Village Officers) it shall be at
once resumed, not being continuable under this or any of the preceding Rules.

7. All lands held for the support of Mosques, Temples, or similar Instita-

tions, of the permanent character of which there
Inxsmlg;nsren:ll;l ';:rm: can be no doubt, are to be continued permanently
nent by the nature gf the  gyen though their permanent continuance may not
objects for which they are
be{d and not merely per- have been expressly provided for when they were
soual, granted.

Probisions 1st, 2nd, and 3rd—The same as the corresponding Provisions of
Rule 2 of this Schedule in those cases in which Title-Deeds, or other Records
proving the circumstances of the original grant, or its specific recognition by
competent anthority, are forthcoming.

Provision 4th.—Wben ‘there is no proof forthcoming to show whether or
not an Inam coming under the Provisions of this Rule was granted, or even
specifically recognised by a competent authority, still, if it has been undis-
putedly enjoyed for a period of forty years before the introduction of the
present Government, it shall be permanently continued, and enjoyment proved
by the mere entry of the Inam, as-continued in genuine accounts of the Dis-
trict Officers, (even in those not passed by the Government of the time being,)
is to be considered sufficiently “ umntemxpted” to give an Inam the benefit
of this provision, if there be no entries in the Government accounts which
show that it must have been unauthorised by them.

Provision bth~If the forthcoming records do not go fur enough back to
test the existence of enjoyment of the duration contemplated in Provision 4th
as establishing full prescriptive title in such Inams, still, if so far as'they do go
they are not opposed to the claimant’s assertion that sufficient enjoyment has
taken place, the prescriptive title of the Inam shall be admitted according to
his assertions, unless there be other evidence forthcoming to disprove them.

Provision 6th.—The peculiar advantages of this Rule shall not apply to the
holdings of individuals in their own names for the performance of ceremonial
worship, claims to which must be decided under the Rules for personal claims.

Provision Tth~—~When claims of the denomination coming under this Rule
are found to be unsupported by proof of original valid title, and are proved
void of sufficient prescnphve enjoyment, they are to be adjudicated according
to Rule 6.

8. All lands uuthonsedly held by an official tenure, which it is evident
from local usage was meant to be hereditary, and has been so considered here-
tofore, even though there be no Sunuds declaring it 4o be so—for instance,
Inams which form the authorised emoluments of any hereditary office, as of
Kazees, Village Joshees, &¢., and are not merely personal,—are to be con-
tinued permanently,
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Provisions 1st, 2ud, end 3rd.~—The same as the corresponding Provisions
of Rule 2 of this Schedule, in those cases in which Title-Deeds or other
Records, proving the circumstances of the original grant, or its specific
recognition by competent. anthority, are forthcoming.

Provision 4th.—~When there is no proof forthcoming to show whether or
* not an Inam, coming under the Provisions of this Rule, was granted, or even

specifically recognised by competent authority, still if it has been undisputedly
enjoyed ss an official and not merely personal holding from the earliest period
to which the forthcoming evidence does relate, it shall be continued perma-
nently as official emolument, unless the clajmant’s own statement renders this
course improper:

Provision 5th.—The provnswns of this Rule are not in any way to apply to

. emoluments continued for service performed to the State, as the Service Wu-
tuns of Desnees, Surdesaees, Nargowdas, Deshpandeys, Patells, Koolkurnees,
'Mhars, Tulwars, whose claims are %o be disposed of according to the Rules
which are or roay be established for the regulation of such holdings.

Provision 6th~—1t.is to be understood that meré length of enjoyment of land
8s Inam by en official person is not of itself sufficient to. entitle a claim to be
brought under this Rule.

Provision 7th~If a holding, ‘claimed under this Rule, be found incapable
of permanent continugnce under it, the claimant shall be allowed the advan-
tages of any of the preceding Rules of this Schedule which may be applicable
to his case.

9. On the resumptxon of any lands under the Rules of this Schedule,

a moiety or other portion may be continued to the
m%’fﬁ;“fﬂi‘;‘?ﬁ,’: lf:: ‘widows of the lastpoincumbentys during their lives,
combents of resumed Hold- 5 cases of proved poverty and destitution.
ings. Provision lst—In the case of a holding which is
recbgmsa.ble asan hereditary personal Inam, the widow of a proprietor who

* dies without surviving male issue, or other heirs to whom his Inam will o
necessity descend, is' by right his sole heir, and during her life the Inam
cannot be regarded as having lapsed to Government: it should, therefore,
in such a case, be continued undiminished during the widow's life.

10. These Rules shall not be necessarily applicable to Jagheers, Surinjams,

Regarding the execption  ©F other tenures for service to Government, or ter
of certain Tenureafrom the  1urés of a political nature, the titles and continuance
application of these Bules. o which ghall be determined as heretofore, under
such Rules as Government may find it necessary $o issue from time to time.

11., - Any of these Rules may be relaxed in favour of claimants under instruc-

Regarding the modifica- tions from the Governor of Bombay in Council, in
tion and mterpretation of whom shall also be vested the power of interpreting
these Rulea. . the precise meaning of any of the Rules respecting
which & question mey arige.
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