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DEDicATION 
TO 

HER MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORI~ 
80VIIBar8S OP 

GRE4.T BRITA.IN 4ND OF THE INDIAN EMPIRE, 

4.ND TO Hila BOYAL CONsoaT, 

IDS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE ALBERT. 

SINCE the creation of the world it has been the custom and 

rule of the devoted Joyal servants of every ancient and 

modern Government, that either on receiving marks of 

distinction, or the honour of being presented to their. lawful 

Sovereign, they submit some present showing their homage 

and attac.l;1ment to the Throne. This usage of submissive 

'devotion has not been limited to human beings, but it has 

been adopted ever by other species of God's creatures, and 

has met with the approbation of the greatest in the world. 

If we trace back as far as three thousand years, we find, 

from tradition as well as from historical anecdotes, one of 

the most striking instances in an insignificant creature of 

God, namely, a small ant having secured a grain of rice in 

its forceps; crept some distance~ and having gained an access 
a 2 
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into the presence of the wise and great Solomon, laid it 

under his feet, who accepted the said present! ! 
l\fy fommes have been bright, and I may Bay enviable, 

even in this land, by having the honour of being presented 

to your Majesty and to your Royal Highness, and also 

invited to your palace. The conversation which I had the 

good fortune to have with your Royal Highness, mingled 

with your detailed and minute knowledge of aU the Bad 

events of Afghanistan, did not only cause sensations 01 

surprise in me, but was a source of proud gratification as 

showing that the conduct and zeal of public servants abroad, 

whether English or foreigner, !1re justly noticed and appre

ciated by so dignified a personage as your Royal Highness. 

Taking all the preceding points into consideration, I am 

utterly at a loss how to show my heartfelt gratitude, and 

in what manner to Jay my unfeigned homage and devoted 

attachment at the feet of your gracious Majesty and 

your Royal Highness but by dedicating this work-the 

unworthy endeavours of my feeble pen in a foreign lan

guage. 

If the honour so to dedicate this book is conferred upon 

me, it will at once show to the subjects of your Majesty's 

Indian Empire, that your Majesty knows how to appreciate 

their fidelity and devotion, and will lead them to tho lofty 

consideration and appreciation of their present English 

Sovereign in a more dignified manner than they or their 

predecessors had ever enjoyed. 
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For my own humble part, I shall say no more; but con

clude this dedication by adding that, while I live I shall 

co~ider myself the proudest and happiest servant by pro

moting the honour and intel{.est of your mighty Government, 

and with heart shall ever pray, that as long as the oceans 

are filled willi water, and the heavens decorated with sun 

and moon, the gracious shadow of your Majesty and his 

Royal Highness the Prince Albert may never be diminished 

frO'ql the heads of your British and Indian subjects, and 

both the kingdoms of England and India may never be 

~eprived of the protection of yonr royal descendants. 

MOHAN UL, Kasltmirian. 

(In the Service tifthe Honollrable East India Company.) 

4, George Street, Manchester Square, 
Londort, 20th June, 1846. 
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PREFACE. 

THE kind reception which my late publication, 

~ Travels in the Panjab and Afghanistan,' has met 

with from the public, deserves my hearty thanks. 

The greater. part of my Travels having been pub

lished some years ago, had in some measure lost the 

interest of novelty; but the flattering mention'made 

of them in the last edition of the valuable work of 

the Honourable ~ountstuart Elphinstone, '* a most 

.. "Mohan Lal, a (Kashmirian) gentleman of Delhi, accom
panied Sir Alexander Burnes to Bokhara, and came back by 
Mashad and Hirat, has also published his travels. They appeared 
in English at Calcutta, and would have been invaluable if they 
had not been preceded by the works already mentioned. Even 
noW' they contain much new matter, and from the spirit of 
inquiry and observation as well as the command of a foreign 
language which they display, reflect high credit on the author 
and on the English Institution (now the College) at ~elhi, where 
he received his education."-ELPHINsToNE's Kabul, 1838. 
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talented and respected authority of this country, 

induced me to reprint them, with some additional 

information on the Commerce of the marts on the 

"Indus. 
Neither in the preceding publication nor in this, 

do I for a moment pretend to boast of the value of 

its information, eloquence, or style. On the con

trary, I am fearfully conscious of abundant errors 

both in grammar, idiom, and, above all, of repe

titions; but when I tell the public that I am a 

stranger to the customs, manners, and in great 

measure to the language of the English, and 

that I have written the MSS. and published these 

two volumes in a short space of time, without the 

assistance of a friend, as I had expected, I feel as

sured that I shall be excused on account of these 

great deficiencies. Whatever portion of the }'fSS. 

of these volumes (excepting about one hundred pages 

in the beginning) I was able to write every day, 

went to press immediately in the same way; and 

this will plainly account for errors and repetitions. 

Besides the great expense incurred by the pub

lishers in bringing out my late Travels, and these vo

lumes, I beg to state, that about 3001. has been 
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disbursed by me in employing a copyist, p~-UJO 

some of the portraits; a fact which will ~xo~ 
me from the imputation of having published them 

merely with the view of' benefiting myself by their 

iale. 

Whilst in Afg~anistan I had prepared the 'Life 

of Dost Mohammed Khan,' both in English and Per

sian; and the information on which the MS. was 

prepared was supplied to me by his own courtiers 

~d relations: but unfortunately all the MSS. were 

plundered during the insurrection of Kabul, and de

livered to Mohammed Akbar Khan, who refused to 
give them back to me on any account. Afterwards 

it was out of my power to collect such satisfactory 

accounts as would place the circumstances of the 

Amir's life in a chronological series; and I there

fore fear that these volumes will. on many occasions 

be .open to censure for misplacing the occurrences 

and the subjects contained in· them. 

The anecdotes inserted in the work, and especially 

in reference to the adventures and morals of the 

Amir Dost Mohammed Khan, &C., were generally 

communicated to me by the people with whom he 

associated. N ot k~owing what would be agreeable 
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to the "English mind," and anxious as I was to 

avoid anything unpleasant of every kind, particularly 

when the Dedication was approved of by Her Ma

jesty, and returned to me with only one correction, 

I wrote to the publishers and printers to erase 

such lines from the manuscripts as they might 

think not consistent with the rules of this country. 

To this, I am told, they kindly attended. 

The Dedication to Her Majesty, and, I may say, 

the whole of the work, is written after the Persian 

style. Purity of idiom and eloquence in composition, 

which are at the command of the natives of this 

~ivilized land, are not to be expected from a foreigner 

of a limited education, like mysel£ The generosity 

of the impartial community at large will, on these 

considerations, forgive me for the blunders of every 

description which may disfigure the pages of these 

unworthy volumes. 

The observations which I have made on our policy 

in Afghanistan, the reasons of sending an expedition, 

its means of success, and the cause of the disas

ters, are entirely the repetition of what I had de

spatched to the Government of'India, in 1842, and 

which received the favourable notice of the Earl of 
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Ellenborough, then Governor-General of In(lia. His 

Lordship writes to the Secret Committee at home in 

the following flattering manner.* 

"In the letter from the intelligent Mohan Lal, 

which forms one of the enclosures of this letter, your 

Honourable Committee will be put in possession of 

the manner"in which the King Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk 

was, 'on the 5th April, treacherously murdered by 

a son of N avab Mohammed Zaman Khan. 

cc Your Honourable Committee will peruse )\7ith 

deep interest the observations on the causes of the 

late insurrection at Kabul. 

" Your Honourable Committee will find amongst 

the enclosures No. 24, an interesting paper by Mohan 

Lal, on the causes of the Afghan insurrection, and 

on the events which succeeded the outbreak at 

Kabul in November last. 

(Signed) " ELLENBORO UGH." 

The opinions so favourably expressed by this high 

• 'Parliamentary Blue Book of Afghanistan,' pages 262, 
264, 341.-1 have left out many words, and omitted several 
other names, to make this extract as short as possible. 
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and talented personage then holding the reins of the 

empire of India, will, I am sure, be a sufficient 

ground for me to request the public to throw a 

glance on the contents of these volumes, and to 

grant forgiveness for the errors. 

MOHAN L~ Kashmirian. 

30th June, 1846. 

4, Georg. Street, 
Manchester Square, London. 
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