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PREFACE.

P E——
D e ot ater 4
T

Taz indufgence with which the Public
received the « Journal of a Residence im
India,” induced the writer to hope, that
the curiosity concerning our oriental pos-
sessions was still sufficiently alive to promise
a favourable reception to the following little
wark. Jtis written solely with. the design
of being usefyl to such as arg called upon ta
"go at an early period of life; to India, and
who therefore cannot have had time to make
themselves acquainted with even the gene-
r3] outline of the history, religion, or sciencef
of that country; and though the execution
must necessarily have fallen far short of the
design, yet ‘it is hoped that the general
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sketch here presented may not be found
uninteresting or uninstructive, The sources
from which the information contained in
the following pages is ch1eﬁy drawn, are,
the papers of  Sir W. Johes, Mr. Cole-
brooke, and Major Wilford in the Asiatic
Researches; and where these guides have
failed, those who could, in the writer’s
huinble ;jidgment, be best rc:lied on, were
chosen.  Colonel. Wilks’s admirable His-:
tory! of Mysore, Ormie, Scott, Dow, Mal-
colm,” Buchanan, have all been referred
to; -and if on evéry oecasion where the au’
thor has made usé of their works she has:
neglected tomameé. them, it is because such’
references would have been ‘too numerous
it the. botlom of her/pages.

- For theé :etchings: which accompany the
letters, the wrifer: is, indebted to her in<
genious young. friend and irelation: Mr. J.
D.:Glennie, of Dulwich, who. kindly’ in-
terrupted his ‘higher and: more interesting
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pursuits to give her the advantage of pre-
senting, without embellishment or carica-
ture, the subjects of the Hind® chissel,
which she had been fortunate enough to
preserve, when many other drawings were
lost on her passage homeward from the
East.

With much diffidence she takes leave
of her little book to send it forth to the
world, certain that it requires much indul-
gence, but trusting that the motives of the

undertaking will cancel some of its many
faults.
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE PLATES.

Tue Plate containing the specimen of sculpture is coni~
posed of two very different subjects. The upper one was
drawn by Mr. Glennie, from a green steatite tortoise, in the
care of Dr. Fleming, of Gloucester Place. It had been found
in digging for a well in a bed of clay, at a very great depth
on the banks of the Jumna, not far from Dehli.

The chisseling of this tortoise is most dehcate, and its polish
the highest that stone is capable of, it is in the highest pre-
servation, and is, altogether, an exquisite specimen of the
excellence of the ancient Hindd artists in the minor subjects
of art. ’ ] N

The lower subject is from the skréen in the front of Carli
Cave, it is rather a favourable specimnen, as far as ‘the writer
is acquainted with Hindd sculpture. There is, howevér, ene
figure on the same skreen, which greatly surpasses it in light«
ness and ease ; but the drawing was unfortunately lost.

The large centre column of the second plate, or specimens
of architecture, stands in the area in front of the Cave of
Carli. The others are detached pieces from Canara in Salsette,’
and the Seven Pagodas or Mahabalipooram.

The Muntapum is an open temple in which Vishnu is
placed by the priests of Mahabalipooram on days of festivals,
cach pillar is of a single stone, the unfinished building on the
right is part of a royal Goparum or triumphal arch, and the

colonnade in the back ground is part of the Choultry or place
of rest for travellers.
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Vicramaditya at the feet of Kali, is taken from the sculp-
tured rocks at the Seven Pagodas. I have given it this name
becausé the subject accords with the legend, but I may be
wrong.

Sive angt Parvati with their attendgyts were sketched from
a large tablet in a ruined temple at Mahabalipooram. The
sea washes into its courts and it is sirrounded by fragments,
the remains of former grandeur. A singular circumstance
concerning this temple is, that it is evidently constructed
from the ruins of an older fabric, its latest deity was Siva,
whose symbols occupy the remaining apartments, A colossal
ﬁgurg. of Vishnu Nar;gyn, however, lies in a corner of one of
“the remaining virandas,

Ganesa, whosp uncouth figure is given in the plate, is the
God of Wisdom. This sketch was copied from one in the pos-
session of Col. E——, taken from a town south of Madras,
where Ganesa under the pame of Polear is peculiarly wor-
shipped. - -

. 'The Vamuna and Varaha Awatars are from the sculptured

rocks at Mahabakipooram, the height of the principal figure

in each exceeds six feet, The, chisseling i some placea is

very fresh as the rock is remarkably hard, appearing to mg
' to be a grey gf'qnit?,
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ERRATA.

Page 13, (oote) for Vrcramaditya, read Vicramaditya.
Jor Onjein, read Ovjein,
25, line 6 from bottom, omit as.
53, (note) for Prispasamayas, read Puspasamaya.
59, line ®, omit the comma.
69, line 6, for understood, read beheved
*132, line 9, for overrun, read overran.
135, line 3 from bottom, for Touse, read Tonse.
141, line 5, for Cuttach, read Cutlack.

155, in describing Cashmere, the word Indus has been allowed
to stand for Vitasta, which is only one of the branches

of that river.
188, line 13, for overrun, read overran.

197, line 11 from bottom, for Burdwar, read Burdwan,

229, line 6, place the comma defore Baber.
231, (note) for their heads, read hus head,
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