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SLAVES OF THE SOIL IN SOUTHERN INDIA.

INTRODUCTION.

This small brochnre by my {riend the Rev. T. B. Pandian

i very well-timed. The burning questien of the day, at
any rate in Southern India, 3s the emancipation of the
Parah. Every man who has had his mind enlightened,
expanded, and elevated by education has also certain one-
rous responsibilities cast on him by virtue of such educa-
tion. Not the least of such responsibilities ia that be shoald
take an intelligent interest in, and lend his hearty support
to, every movement, inangurated for the benefit of his un-
educated countrymen, or any large section of them. In Mr.
Pandian’s case, the seed of education bas certainly not been
sown on a sterile‘or perverse seil, for the pamphlet before
me bears on every page of it ample evidence of a large and
u{mpathetic heart, of a clear and acute onderstanding. In
the brief compuss of a few pages, the writer bas succeeded
a3 well in presenting his readers with a troe and accurate
uccount of the Parial’s wretched condition as in suggesting
the lines on which his emancipation is to be practically
worked ont. Two things strike a thoughtful reader of the
pamphlet. The first is, that the writer is careful not to
overstate his case, for be nowhere depicts the lot of the
Pariak as 8 jot more wretched than it actually is, and no-
where lays more blame at the door of the autborities than
they reasonably come in for. The second is, he is very so-
ber in his tone, never aiming st ereating anything Lke a
rensation, never attacking the Government with blind and
ill-judged fury, never proposing insane or utopian schemes.
1 shall now, by way of introduction to’ Mr. Pandian’s
excellent little pawphlet, meke o fow observations @ pro-
pis of the subjoct. The agitation that is at present going
vn in our historic peuninsula sod which bas manifested -
sell, amongst other shapes, in the shape of this hittle book,
1 directed towards the laudable object of obtaining for the
down-trodden Pariah a recognition, however tardy, of his
status as a free-born subject of the British Indian Govern-
ment. 1t may be proper to state herw, at the very outset,
ihat the expression Fariah, wherever it orcurs in the course
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of either this introduction or the pamphlet that follows it,
is to be construed so as to include the Pallan or any other
non-caste or low-caste man whose position in life is ana-
logous to that of the Pariah strictly so-called. When itis
said that the Pariah must be emancipated, it may be asked
what he is to be emancipated from? In answering this
question, care must be taken lest words be used descrip-
tive of o state of things that does not really exist. Slavery,
bondage, serfdom, villeinage, are all words more or less
misleading, a8 none of them accurately describes the ano-
‘malous condition of the Pariah under the British Govern-
ment. The British Law does not brand the Pariah as a
slave; far from doing thet, it recogmises the Pariah to be
as much a free man as any other Britisk Indian subject of
Her Imperial Majesty. The benefit of the Indian Penal
Code is as open to the Pariah as to any other. In theory
then, the Pariah is on a par with the highest in the land.
It is perhaps this theoretical freedom, of the Pariah, ghis
legal equality of the Pariah with the best in the land, that
has lulled the Government into that self-complacent mood
which has caused it, if not exactly to connive at, at any
rate to overlook the oppressive system of village govern-
ment under which the Pariah kas been groaning for seve-
ral centuries. On no other hypothesis can the inaction of
Governwment in this particelar be satisfactorily  explained.
T'he Englishman has been the sworn foe of slavery and op-
pression in all parts of the world, and that ha should have
consciously permitted the noxions weed to grow rampant
s0 much nearer home, nor- stretched his powerful arm to
arrest the rank growth, is simply incredible,

As has been already more than hinted, thereis & great
disparity between the theoretical status of the Pariah in
the eye of the law, and his actual status in South Indian
Society. The flesh-and-blood Parizh, as we find him toil-
ing in the fields of his master, though he may not be so
badly off as the Negro in the service of the United States
planter before the War of Emancipation, is certainly much
worse off than the Plebeian of the early Roman republic
before the passing of the Agrarian Jaws. Poor and illite-
rate, under-fed, and over-worked, precluded from exerci-
sing proprietary rights over land and compelled to work
on soil belonging to others, ground down - by a system of
caste tyranny and sedulously kept under by interested
social tyrants, and in bot too many cases, indebted to and
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enslaved by Leartless usurers, the Pariah, in spite of the
freedom that the law invests him with, is virtually no better
off than Israel in Egypt in the days of the Pharaoh that
knew not Joseph. To look to the caste people of the conn-
try for the deliverance of the Pariah from this state of
moral, social and intellectual degradation must be as futile
as it must have been, to have looked to the obdurate Pha-
rach to accomplish of his own spontaneous will, the deli-
verance of lsrael from Egyptian thraldom. Far from
taking the initiative in the emancipation of the Pariah, it
is very unlikely if the caste people will so rauch as help to
further the good work if it be once set a-going by third
parties; it is rather to be feared that they will try to ob-
struct it. Can the Pariah then be expected to work his
"way up against the systematised oppression that weighs
bim down? No, for he neither knows his rights nor has
the boldness to stand up for them ; long ages of ignorance
have made an idiot of him, long ages of oppression have
made & coward of him. In these circomstances, there isat
once room and reason for Government to interpose on his
behalf,

How Government may profitably interpose on behalf
of the Parish without laying itself open to the charge of
unduoe favoritism, Mr. Pandian incidentally indicates in his
pawmphlet ; but it may as well be stated here. The Pariah
must be educated, and this will raise him intellectually.
Once intellectually raised, the Pariah will himself become
a mighty factor in the working out of his emancipation.
To this end, primary schools should be started in the par-
cherries, and facilities afforded to Pariah lads to study in
them. 1t is very gratifying to know that slready sieps
have been taken by Government in this direction. The
Madras Mail is inclined to regard it as a concession by
Government to the agitation of the Press, that augurs well
for the future. But there is danger lest Government re-
main perfectly satisfied with merely opening schools for
the Parishs. There are certain other things that Govern-
ment must be asked to do withoat loss of time. The moral
up-lifting of tho Pariah may be expected to follow natu-
rully in the wake of the intellectual; nevertheless some-
thing may be done by Government specifically in this direc-
tion. Governwment, for instance, may make an attempt to
regulate warringe and divorce amongst the Pariahs. The
sovial status of the Lariah may also be improved by Gov-
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erument passing laws enabling Pariahs to acquire and own
land. The laws of debt may be reformed so as to render
invalid all bonds by which the Pariah’s person becomes
mortgaged to his creditor. In these and other ways,
Government can materially beunefit the down-trodden Pari-
ah community and earn their lasting gratitude,

Government can do mnch, but it cannot doali. 1t can
clevate the Pariah intellectuully, morally, aud socially ; bue
pledged as it is to strict religious neutrality in this country,
it cannot elevate the Pariah spiritnally. The spiritual re-
generation of the Pariah, therefore, must be accomplished
by an agency, or rather instrumentality, other than Gov-
ernment. In the schools started by Government for edu-
cating the Pariah, the Word of God can find ne place.
Hence the necessity for Christian bodies, in the case of the
Pariah as in that of any other heathen community, to sup-
plement the general educational efforts of Government with
distinctively Christian efforts of their own. Mr, Pandian
has therefore, very appropriately as I think, appended to
his pamphlet an appeal to the Christian ladies and gentle-
men of Great Britain, Australia and America to help in
this philanthropic work. The appeal speaks for itself, and
w(;'ll, I am sure, be largely, readily and cheerfully respond-
ed to.

I shall now conclude with two quotations from the éx-
quisite poetry of Robert Burns, in'one of which he deplores
man’s inhumanity to man, and in the other, speaks of the
brotherhood of man as a fact certain to be realized soonvr

or later.
Bee vonder poor, o'er-lzbor'd wighl,
S0 abject, mean, and vile,
Who begs & brother of the earth
To give bim leave to toil ;
And see his lordiy fellow-worm
T'he poor petition spurn :
Man's inhomanity to Man.
Mukes countless thoussuds mourn!

Then let us pray that come it may,
As oome iv shail for a' that,
Thar senae an' worth, o’er a’ the sarth,
Shall bear thie gree, nod &’ that ;
For a’ that, and u’ that,
1¢'s comin’ yet, for a’ that,—
That man to man. the world o'er,
Shaell trotbers be. for a' that.

J. E. V.
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In the lives of individuals we often meet with -many
ups and downse. As it is with individuals, so it is with
nations also. Changa of circumstances, then, is peculiar to
man’s condition in life. Health, wealth, and longevity are
sometimes a curse, snd sometimes a blessing. In the case
of Dives at whose gate sut the beggar, Lazarus, these
blessings proved only as a curse to him, for they made him
forget *“ God from whom all blessings flow.” So we find
that clevation in life is @ curse to those who forget the
wercy of GGud which has been the real cause of it. There
was a time when the uow-degraded Paviahs formed a
powerful nation, having their own kings, warriors, and
priests. There were among them many learned wmen whose
works in ethics and philosophy are still resorted to as
standard works ou those subjects. These will be touched
upon iu due order.

Before I proceed to say anything about the original
happy state of the Pariahs, let me: inpress on the minds
of the readers the fuct that in aiicient times Southern India
was inkabited by non-Aryaus whowere then more advanced
in learning and civilization than those in the North.
Sucial distinction was unknown to thewm, for they all ate
together, and behaved towards-each other as membersnf
the same family.
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The present Pariahs who originally formed a small
section of a large class of people, are not the only race
now considered to be degraded, for there are other classes
also, some of which are treated worse even than the
Pariahs—for instance the Pulayars and Cherumars of
Malayalam. And pula, the root of the term Pulayas, means
pollution while Cherumi means poverty. There is another
class also in Palghaut, which is considered to be the
lowest and the most degraded race though they claim
to have once been Brahmins, 1t is the Nayidies that
dwell in jungles. There is also another class in Srikarikotia
known as Nayidies. The name Niyidy means one who
hunts with dogs. While the former class Pulayjas ve-
tire 36 steps from the bigher classes, the latter recede 72;
and when one of them sees a caste man coming towards
him, he warnos him at the top of his voice against
approaching him by crying out either * Niyddy, Niyddy”
or “ Pulaya, Pulaya” as the case may be. If high caste
people wish to buy Srewood from him, which he brings in
bundles, he is ordered to leave his fagots on the skirts of
roads and go and stand a long -way off, antil they remove
them into their honses, and leave their valne, which is
generally a few pies, where the fagots were placed.

There is a third classof people who come very near
our Pariahs, and they live solely by cultivation. These
are called Pallas, and the root of the name, pallam,. sig-
nifies pit or low ground.

There is a fourth class agein belonging to the Telugu
race called Malavandalu, which name comes from the Saus-
krit word mala signifying, as Dr. Winslow says in his
dictionary, “ those whose mothers are Brahmins and fa-
thers Sudras.” 1t is therefore applied, as the same lexi-
cographer explains, to “those of no caste, or Parishs.”
According to Mr. C. P, Brown, an eminent Telugn scholar,
the name comes from the Telogu verb mdla uta which sig-
nifies © to be without.” Hence Bishop Caldwell deduces that
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Malavandalu means the ‘destitute,’ which is probably
correct.

The Canarese have also their out-castes called Holayas
and Madigas. Regarding these Mr. Wilks observes that
they wers once an independent people who had their own
king. The Madigas are known by the nume Chucklers, or
Chackiliar in Tamil, and their vocation in life is tanning,
sud they make many things of leather. The writer was
once informed by the present Zemindar of dvideydpuram
in the district of Tinnevelly that his Zemindari was once
under & Chuckla king.

To come back to the Pariahs, they most probably took
their name from the Tamil verb parai vmp, which means
speak, for, in order to proclaim the orders of a king to his
subjects, persons were then engaged, as even now, furnish-
ed with molams, or drums, the beating of which in the
streets and high-ways brought all the people living in them
near the drummers to listen to what they had to say as the
king's proclumation. When a molam is in the hands of a
Pariah it is invariably called a parai and not molam.
When & molam ix used by other castes for other purposes
it is never called a parai or even paraé molam which
literally means speaking dram,

Further, there is & tradition that the hero Rimb
gave the name parai as an honorery title to one Sim-
bavan, & captain of his bear-forces, for the valour and
ekill he had displayed in commanding them. The name
Samboven or its contraction Sambau, is still used among
Puriabs as a graceful appellation.

The following are soms of the distingnished Parianhs of
ancient times, aad from the brief accounts given of them,
it will clearly appear that Pariabs, as has been remarked,
were once a powerful nation who had their own kinga,
warriors and priests,

In ancient times theru hved a Tariabh by the name
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* of Pattan Samban, He was one of the 63 Siva devotees,
and stood very high in the estimationof the learned and
the great, for his piety and integrity.

Tt is an admitted fact that a Pariah king by the name
of Nandan during bis administraiion introduced thelkasu
or leather money.,

There was also 2 Pariah Siva devotee of the same
name, Nandan, who frequented the famous temple at
Chitambram. His true devotion and other moral excellen-
ves were such that even people of the highest caste paid
him homage. His life, written in lyries, is held in high
estimation as exhibiting & model of true piety. The songs
are sung to this day by all classes of people with feelings of
deep reverence.

Fuartber, it is belizved by Brahmins that Sanserit is a
sacred langnage fit to be studied only by Brahmins in the
capacity of priests. Itisa fact which cannot be gainsaid
that Pariah priests ealled Valluvars also use or chant Sans«
crit slokas, or stanzas, when performing marriage eere-
monies. From this it is easy to conclude that once Pariahs
were almost on apar with Brahmins. To this day people’
of all classes, if they want'to get their horoscopes written,
or consult Astrology for doing anything important, go
rather to Vallovars than to Birahmins, as.- the former are
supposed to be the better astrologers. The custom still
prevailing among Brahmins on wedding occasions, of plac-
ing pansupari, betel and areca nats, under a bush for
Pariahs, both as an offer and an invitation, shows that in
those early days there existed a sort of close social relation
between the two elasses.

There is a well-known Tamuiil proverb which ruans thus:
uridurgn i@ apss uespua Celumppd Es@wwregsn. 1t
means that Parvinhs who are higher than Brahmins, have
ing none to take up their cause, have become low in caste,



GOLDEN AGE. 5

As this will speak for itself I shall not make any com-
ment on it.

As the last and best instance of the Pariah’s eminence,
1 shall mention the most admired Philosopher of the Tamil
country, Truralluvar by name, whose ponderous work on
-ethics ealled Kural is still resorted to as the best authority
to decide questions in grammar, and moral science. The
work is higlly valued and loved by all classes of Hindus.
Though certain parts were translated into English by va-
rious eminent oriental scholars, the honor of trauslating the
whole work was reserved for the venerable Dr. G. U. Pope.
Truvalluvar i3 not a proper name but a mere combination
of the two Tamil words /ru and valluvar mcaning res-
pectively, holy and priest. Hence all Pariah priests are,
to this day, called Valluvars,

The great TAmil Scholar Rev. H. Bower, D. D, says :—

*“ The prople onlled Chandalas in the Naorth are termed Pariahs
in the South upon whom is entailed by birth the utmost degrn-
dation”

“ The Pariaha have prieats of their own, calied Vulinvars;
and of them Travalluvar, who bas written perhnps one of the
bunt houks in the whole conrse of Tudinn litesntnre on ethics
ind nataral veligion, muy well be compared to Pluto himself.”

Frofessor Wilson in his historical sketch of the king»
dom of Pandisn says us follows :—

A Candidnze for the honor of a asab in the bench of
Prafesama of the anoient Madura Pandian Collegs nppoar.
od in the pereon of Teuvalluvar, & Parih priest of Mai-
Inpur and anthor of an ethiesl poem, The lenrned profox.
wara were highly indignant at his presumption ; bot, k8 he was
putronined by the Rajuh, (onaof the Pundinn kmea). they were
vompuiled to give his bovk, Kuval, at luast the trial.  For this
prpose it wan to tind & pluce gpon the marvellons bouch which
the professa s took ewre to oceapy folly”

*““To their sxtonishmont, hnwever, the bench extended itsell
fo 1eceive the work wndd the houk itself, comiencing  to expand,
sprend ont so as to thrast all other occupunts from tha beneh.
The Bajah wod the people of Madura wituessed the scene, and
vujrved the hawilintion of thy sages: and the Piofessms were
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8o sensible of their disgrace, that, nnable to surviveit thay
issued forth, and all drowned themaelves in & neighbouving poof.
In consequence the establishmeunt wua abandoned.”

The following letier addressed to me by Dr. Pulney
Andy, will throw further light on the traditional accounts
of Valluvars.

= Ap you hiave denired me to furnish you with any informa-
tion I may be in a pusition to acquaing yon with on this suhject,
i gladly do so to the best of my knowledge and resea:ch ve-
garding the * Traditions of Vallnvars.”

* In my younger daya I came in contact with the people
of Valluva caste und learnt a good denl nbout their tradi-
tions &e., Such aa I recollect at pressut I now gladly commani-
cute to further yonr purposs,

“ The people of Valluve cante declare themselves to bho
the descendants of Truvalluvar, They say this moraliss and
philosopher of Southern Indin was born of an illegitimate nnion
of a Brabmin with a Parinh mother. They claim to be Brah-
mina in the wide sense of the word, the only difference being
that they are illepitimate dencendants of & legitimate ancestor,
wherens the modern Brahmins ave legitimate descondants of
an illegitimate fnther Vasishta—the son of Urensi, and the
husband of Arundati, # Pariah. Io consequence of their Binh-
minical origin their forefathers had all the sdvantages of a
wood education and apecial training in astronomy, astrology and
medicine, ro that the best Physicians and Aatrologurs are to be
found in that class of people eveu to this duy in many prrts
of South Indin. This class is known as Kaniyars in Malayalan,
and they are rupunted o be'good computers of Almnnacs. I have
known amoug them many excellput Sanskrit scholars earnieg
theiv livelihood ns Astrologers and Physicians. The following
vurse will testify to this statement,

“uesentiaCun B wenpsr p Qerida s urpudsP
HGFIEG G Fsai unidunenrsFiiis g BeuCw.”

* Trovalluvar is reported to have followed the profession of
n weaver Lo maintain his earthly existouce as wiil be seeu by
the following quotation.

.

o= wrafe,
Dayss® pRam?® Cuey vATaCe

@y 5850 Jereraee pan w g g’
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. " As far as his veligious belief in conearned Truvalluvar ap.
poars to have beea a coamopolitan in his views and hiv mueh-
estosmed Kural points to this vivéue in him, hence he is claimed
by almost every sect as & member of their faith. I was given
to understand by my old Teachers that the word Valluvan
meant. learned or well informed, which may be taken to be an
equivalent to the Franch word Savanf. Kanyans on the Weat
Const go by the epithet of Paniknara signifying teachers. There
in n tample dedicated to T'ruvallurar in Mylapore in which the
Siva rites und ceremonies are followed, snd some of the people
of the Valluva caste are staunch Lingnyets.

“The Vallura caste people have how given up the pro-
fession of weaving, but many of them have tuken up tailoring
whils others continne to earn their livelihood as Astrologers
wud Physiciana hesides officiating as Purohitas or Priests to Pa-
risbs. Many a Purinh of education and respectability passes
himself off as & Valluva Pandaram now a days and thus gives
rise to the distinction of Twmil Valluvan and Parish Vallu.
van."”

The Pariahs and members of similar cactes enjoy
peculiar privileges in various parts of the conntry, special-
ly st religious festivals, Regarding this Bishop Cald-
well says:—“That at the annual festival of Egittal, the
only mother—a form of the tutelary Goddess of the Kalli
E_ilack town of Madras—when a téli, or bridal necklace
(auswering to our wedding ring), was tied round the neck
of the idol in the name of the entire community, a Pariah
used to be chosen to represent the people as the goddess’s
bridegroom. Mr. Walhouse, in an article entitled * Ar-
cheological notes,” adds & few instances of the privileges
enjoyed by the lower castes. * At Mulkotia, the chief
seat of the foliowers of Ramanuja Acharya, and at the
Brahmin Temple at Bailur, the Holeyars or Pareyars
have the right of entering the temple on three days in the
year, specially set spart for them. In the great festival
of Siva &t Trivalur, in Tanjore district, the head man of
the Pareyars is mounted on the Elephaut with the God,
and carries his chauri, knife.”

As it may not be uninteresting to the reader to know
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the designations of the several classes of Parizhs, we give
them below in their due order. T hey are:

1. Valluvaparai 6. Theepparai

2, 'T'hatbaparai v. Murasapparat

3. Thangalanparai 8. Mottapparai

4. Tharchaliparai 9. Ambuparai

5. Xulipparai 10. Vadugapparai
11. Aliapparai

12. Koliapparai
13. Valipparai
14. Vettiarppdrai
5. Sangupparai

From what has been briefly stated above,it must
appear to the careful reader that the now-degraded Slaves
of the Soil were once an enlightened nation enjoying all
the privileges now denied to them by the tyrant caste.
That they had their palmy days at & remote period no one
possessing any knowledge of the early bistory of India
can conscientiously deny. '

Now the Pariah may well sa,y in the wordsof the blmd
Poet Craickshanks .—

Sige, I'm a fellow, ne’er before allow’d
To speak to Master from.the vulgar crowd,
But pow crave leave to say a single word
Such as was ne’er before by Master heard,

If haply, Master, with his wonted grace
May be induced to right my injured race ;
For Master, in petitions like iny own,
Has often ventured to address the Throne

When he has scrupled not to whisper things
A little grating to the ears of kings,
But which, if some of them had deign’d to weigh,

It had been better for their crowns, they say.
* * * * * *
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« Birore the Brahman seiz'd my native soil,
And doom’d my downtrod race fo hopeless tuil, -
I figured in the Army, Church or State,

Just as I pleas’d, and happy was my fate ;
But by and bye there came a dire reverse,

And I was reft at once of rank and purse,
So that Pm now, {could I describe myself}
Of India's sons the most unlucky elf ;
Beneath the social Jadder’s lowest run
And doom’d by custom to remain undone.”

* * *® -+ * *

“ Who pay obedience to the rules of caste
By which the Brahming, my relentless foes,
¥or centaries have led them by the nose,—
Unlike them all, I pradently prefer
An English Government sad Governor -

Siuce only under Master I am free

From haughty caste-men’s iron tyranny

Who, stereotyped themselves, would fain adjudge
The casteless Parish, their perpetual dradge,

A state whence Master, born to fres the slave,
Scems sent at last by Heav'n, poor me (o save.”

True, in the abhorrence of the caste-proud race,
“ I'm therefore sentenced to a desper place ;
And were there any magic in their curse,
They would no doubt condemn me to & worse.”

There was a time whea the moral condition of many

a Westera nation was not a whit better than that inte -
which the present Iariahs are found deplorably sank.
What is it that elevated the Britoms above all other
nations ! What brought them from that spiritual dark-
aess in which they were once proping, to that marvellous
hight which they now bothenjoy themselves andshed onthose
by whom they are surrounded ? * Freely yo have received,
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. freely give,” says God our ecommon Father in heaven.
And shall we then, who are spiritaally fed by His
bounty, grudge to effect the transition of the poor Slaves
of the Soil, from the bondage of sin to the freedom which
Christ promises to all those who will embrace His reli-
gion? As Christians, are we not bound to do good works?
If delivering the Pariahs who are our fellow creatures,
from the oppression of caste observers, and ameliorating
their condition socially and spiritually, are not good works,
I know not what else is to be bronght under that category.
“ Let your Light so shine before men that they may see
your good works and glorify your Father which is in
heaven,” says Christ Himself, and what child of God would
sllow himself or herself to be enslaved by parsimony, and
not come forward to give a helping hand for adopting such
meagures as would tend to raise the poor Pariahs from
the mire of sin, and the pit of darkness } My dear reader,
if man’s conscience 18 the voice of God in him, let us
listen to it, and obey its dictates as divine injunctions.
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CHAPTER II.
THEIR USEFULNESS.

el Pl Gf———

. Having given in the preceding pages, & very brief ac-
count of the golden age of “The Slaves of the Soil,” I
shall now, with the permission of the lenient reader, ven-
ture to inquire whether the Pariah possesses any true merit
to deserve the commiseration of those whom he serves.
In order to make this important enquiry, first we shall fol-
low Lim a3 e runs in hot haste to his high-caste master
and lord,

THE HINDU GENTLEMAN.

.+ A# he nears his residence bathed in perspiration, ere
long the sun appears in the horizon, he fixes himself in
some convenient corner of his master’s beautiful gate with
hands devotionally folded and ears eagerly waiting to catch
the orders the moment they slip from the lLips of his mas-
ter, who comes ont of his house and keeps himself at
& preity good distance from his slave, gives orders,
aud the servant in » most sabmissive attitude is all ear to
Lim a8 if they were divine oracles. The Pariah then bur-
ries to the field with a heavy plough on his shoulders,
and a head of urruly cattle in front which he goads as fasé
#s he can. Both tired and fretted be reaches the field
which is generally some miles from his master’s dwelling,
haviog already walked a good distance in calling at his
Louse from his wretohed hut in & Parachery. Here with
a pumber of like fellow-laborers, of whom he is the head,
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some coavenient corner of his master’s beautiful gate with
hands devotionally folded and ears eagerly waiting to catch
the orders the moment they slip from the lips of his mas-
ter, who comea out of his house sad keeps himself at
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aud the servant in s most sabmissive attitude is all ear to
him as if they were divine oracles. The Pariak then hur-
vies to the field with & heavy plough oan his shoulders,
and & head of unruly cattle in front which he goads as fast
as he can. DBoth tired and fretted he reaches the field
which is generally some miles from his master’s dwelling,
baviug already walked a good distance in calling at his
bouse from his wretohed hut in & Parachery. Here with
a vumber of like follow-laborery, of whom be ia the head,
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he is actively engaged iu weeding, turning the sod with a
heavy spade, digging out and removing far away the
stones found lying deep in the ground, and a host of other
pre-requisites which are achieved before plonghing. But
the field is a very extensive one, and it requires the uni-
ted herculean efforts of a still greater number of men to
complete within a fortnight the whole work of preparing
it for regular ploughing pither lengthwxse or breadthwise
as it suits the whims of his cepricions master. However,
he works there withont any cessation till the sun reaches
the zenith when, being quite fatigued by over-exertion in
the burning heat, he lays himself down under a shady
tree where either cold rice, 1. e., rice boiled on the pre-
vious night and preserved in a large quantity of cold water,
or some konjee, (gruel) prepared on that very morning, is
brought. He refreshes himself and with his fellow-ser-
vants works again till the evening sun trembles in the
western horizon soon to drop, out of sight. In the dusk of
the evening, after taking leave of his master he returns to
his hut quite knocked down and hungry as a dog to swal-
low his ‘poor meal which is often a cake or two made of
the flour of some dry grain, such es raggie or maize, and,
prepared by his wife who retarned home only an hour pre-
vionsly from her work in some parden, of either entting or
mowing grass, sweeping the ground, the floors of cattle
sheds, &c. Poor creature, stinting his own voracious ap-
petite in order to see his wife and children get their
grub pretty sufficiently, he quietly stretches himself on a
mat to wake before dawn. In the morning he is again at
his master’s gate in that same adoring posture to yet far-
ther orders. But on this day his lazy master is rather late
in rising from his very comfortable bed and when he does
rise, he does not like to see & Pariak- the first thing in the
morning, lest some misfortune happen to him; for, as soon
us one wakes from one's bed it is certainly inauspicious to
accost @ Pariah. So he either goes to the cattle shed to
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have a look at some particular cow, or summons before him
the most Iucky of his children to let his eyes play on the
lovely face of the child, and then leisurely attends to his
moraing ablutions, takes a chew of betel which his wife
prepares and hands over to him with & smiling face, and
at last comes out to see whether any unavoidable thing
has detained his servant that he might have the pleasure
of sending for him, and having him well flogged for his
carelessness. But “ Heaven is the help of the helpless,”
(" o @asrarwi glom”) and the punctual slave escapes
from all imaginable blame so thoroughly that his master
can only tell him in 8 mild tone to redeem the lost time by
being extra active on that day. And this the Pariah con-
siders & high compliment paid to him by his lord the Hin-
du gent.

Thus and in various other ways pass nearly 14 conse-
cutive days at the expiration of which a gathering is seen
at the gate of the land-lord the Puriah’s master. All the
field servants have come in & crowd to inform the land-
lord, every mau of the amount of work done by him during
the past 14 days, and to carry to the distant field sacks of
,seed-paddy and & number of other things required for
sowing and putting up fences on the borders of the field
to keep away cattle that will else stray into it and destroy
the growing crops. In an hour or two & procession is seen
moving from the land-lord’s gate in the direction of the
field. The servants are carrying every needful thing for
their work while their master with a fow select friends of
his walks before them in a graceful manner. Poor souls,
how they like to make large strides in consequence of the
heavy burdens they carry. But they dare not outwalk
their master, and so they move with extreme difficulty be-
hind their master enduring the pressure of their burdens
a8 best as they can. A gentle pleasant walk in the cool of
the morning on the part of the land-lord and his friends,
brings them all to a vast plain covered with deep furrows
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roade by clumsy plough-shares, and the land-lord and his

friends, all very bulky, now begin to trot on the furrowy

ground as so many lame Pegu ponies. The land-lord sud-

denly tarns round and sternly looks at the Pariaks, and off

they run to prepare for him and his friends a long eleva-

ted seat with strong sticks, and & hood over it to keep off -
the sun. This is done in a crack, and the gentry lose no

time in resting the soles of their feet.

Now begins the scattering of seeds in all directions
with that dexterity which is peculiar to Pariahs, and it
takes some hours to do justice to the large quantity of the
seed brought for the purpose. The servants having
been true and faithful to their waster, the latter, after an
hour or two, leaves the field with his friends, entrusting
the remaining work to the care of the head field-servant
whom we followed &t the beginning of the ¢hapter as he
ran with al] speed to his master’s residence.

All the servants being equally beat on pleasing their
master by each finishing the work allotted to him through
the head servant, his absence makes them only exert them-
selves yet more, and they all complete the work before
sun-set. The head servant now runs to his master, and °
informs him of it ; and the master on hearing it, is well
pleased with them all.

But alas, the eagerly expected rain cheats every one.
The master as well as his servants are rather down-cast
because rot only will there be no harvest, but the sown pad-
dy will be lost too. So day afier day they all Jook up to the
sky, but to their great mortification they do not see 2ny
signs of a down-pour. The master now consalts the best of
Astrologers as to the time the weather would change favour-
ably to cultivators. The sympathizing servants ery to their
god Varuna Bagavan who rules over the sky and the clouds
to send them rain abundantly. But all to no purpose. To
appease the said god’s anger against those who have pro-
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voked him by their heinous sins they make an effigy to re-
present the greatest sinner among them, and namse it
Kodum Pavi, meaning the most wicked sinner, and plac-
ing it on a bier, a few of them who have a shrill voice,
dress themselves like females, and chant elegies in & most
doleful tone as if that most wicked sinner were dead, and
they were paying him their last tribute of sorrow. While
doing this they also beat their breasts, pull their hair,
fall to the ground, and make various other gestures to ex-
press their grief. This propitiatory ceremony is not per-
formed in any one spot, for they either carry the effigy or
pull it with the bier by means of a rope to every doorin
the village, and at every door the sham mounrners get
either money, which is gencrally a pie, equal to half a far-
thing, or a little oil for their torches, for this is invariably
done in the night. This they repeat for several days and
then set fire to the effigy and reduce it to ashes, The
master and his servants now sit down and mepe in their
respective dwellings. The former supposes that the Astro-
Togers have made some mistake in their calculations, and
the Intter are afraid to tell each other that their offended
god has made his heart extremely callons. While their
minds are thns engaged in musing differently, all of a sud-
den they hear to their unspeakable joy the rumbling noise
of distant thunder. Soon a change in the weather is per-
coived. It now gets cloudy, and the sun by degrees with-
draws his rays and gets behind the clouds, as the Pariahs
suppose, to avoid gotting wet. The clouds now give away
their contents to the mercy of the four winds which soon
scattor them abroad in the shape of rain to cool the parch-
ed carth without hurting her, she being a goddess. Nature
now hastens to give growth to the sown seeds, and the
field soon becomes » vast green carpet. With alacrity the
Pariahs watch the field both day and night lest damage
should be done to the growing crops by wild beasts, or
fowls of the air, or wicked rogues.

To muke this part of the slory short, the harvest
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time has arrived and the master fixes a day on w
gervant should come to the field with his sicl
great bustle commences the reaping process and
* for several days. Then follows the yet more dif
of carrying the produce of such a vast field to t]
garner, and there secaring it in enclosnres mad
ed straw called Pore (Curi). Removing all ths
the field lying some miles off, to the master’s
brings the field work to a close.

AT A WEDDING OF THE HINDU GENT]

At Hindu marriages the Pariah’s services
pensable. The first thing which gives notice to
of the approach of a marriage ceremony in a h
pandal that he erects before the gate of that h
it is & work of several days for several persor
only who have witnessed village. weddings can u
the skill and taste of Pariahs in decorating mar
dals. In procaring materials for putting up a |
Pariahs labor very hard. Cadjans, long, stra
thick sticks, and ropes are not the only materials
but also such leaves of trees as are generally u
corating any building. To his master’s friends
tives living far off, he takes letters of invita
brings from the nearest wood a sufficient quanti
and, from whereever it can be had, fodder for ti
of those who come to the wedding in conveyanc
the piper and the tom-tom beater; he is the a«
fencer. On marriage occasions, without his chea
even many wealthy Zemindars will have to put t
to great inconvenience and expense,
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AT A FUNERAL OF THE HINDU GENTLEMAN.

Ir there is a time when even the most worldly mind-
ed heartily repudiate every thing that gives them pleasure .
and cause for being proud and haughty, it is perhaps
when they lose for ever a dearly beloved member of their
family. 1t is then they view every earthly thing as tran-
gitory and vain, Even at such a time the Pariah is a
source of great help and consolation.

Ilis sympathetic look, his readiness to do everything
that lies in his poor power, his preparing everything fora
decont burial or cremation, his every now and then playing
on his sonorous pipes, and beating his deafening tom-ton,
tend to a certain extent to console all those to whom the
departed soul was an object of love and affection.
When the funeral procession i3 moving towards the ere-
mation ground, he goes before the bier singing, dancing,
blowing his pipe, and beating his tom-toms, ali under the
influence of Bacchus, no doubt disturbing the solempity of
the vcension.  As cremation takes place gewerally in the
night, when all have returned to their respective homes,
the Parial stays behind and watches the cremation ground
in,order to put the corpse in its place, if by the heat con-
tracting the great nerves, it should be thrown out of the
Lurning pile, which sometimes bappens from the insuffiei-
ency of the weight of the wood placed on the corpse.

The number of days observed as mourning days is 16,
during which time friends and  relatives of the dead daily
visit the bereaved and take meals with them.  The quan-
tity of fuel thea vequired for the kitchen is sapplied by
the Parvialy, who is also useful tu the mourners in various
other ways,

ON FESTIVE AND OTHER OCCASIONS.

ON festive days his services are equally valuable. Sheep,
wants, fowls, vegetables, ish, egws, fruits and sueh other
things ps will not be polluted by lis touch he goes

<
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and buys for lus master.  He always takes enre to get the
best of them at a very cheap price, and for this purpose
he walks for miles together, without minding the inclemen-
cy of the weather. When the guests have heartily en-
joved their rich dainties and proceed to do justice to the
betel and nuts placed before them, the Parinh makes his
appearance and does his best to amuse them. But for his
presence there would be little social mirth at village festi-
vals. In erecting houses, he is their mason, and in proca-
ring materials for that purpose, he plays the cart driver.
ITe sapplies bricks prepared by his own hands. e sinks
wells, converts waste plots into Leautiful gardens and
orchards. In short, his services are so ncedful to the vil-
lage }indu that he cannot do without him,

TO FOREIGNERS.

To a foreigner who comes to Tndia for the first time to
live among races so numerous and diversificd as the Indi-
ansg are, whose religions, languages, enstoms, habits, man-
ners, tastes, civilization, dress, food, arve all gquite differ-
ent from those of his own, the degraded and much des-
pised Pariah is like a light in'g dark night, and a buoy in
a dangerous occan. For, when the new comer arrves
in Southern India he finds every thing new, misses every-
thing to which he was used from his infaprcy, and sces
numberless animated strange figures moving to and fro,
and speaking sonorously but unintelligibly. Being a
" raw youth he is taken aback at the sight. Ile eager-
ly turns towards the vast main he las just crossed
over, and on the noisy billows of which the steamer which
has conveyed him to this strange land is still tossing as if
nnwilling to return leaving him behind, and thinks of his
“ sweet home,” soliloquizing,

* Oh, wheu sball I see the land of my hirth,
8o pleasing on the surface of the earth? ™

Sorrow and despair 1l his mind, and he once more turns
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towards the land with eagerness to see if he can, among
the strange inhabitants, findawhite face, no matter whether
known or unknown to him. A coach and pair he soon des-
cries at a distance, and as it nears him he grows impatient
to catch sight of the gentloman coming in it. So he
slily paces towards it, but alay, he is sadly disappointed in
his hopes.

A shrewd Parivh who has been all tho while observ-
ing liix movements now walks up to the stranger and tells
him that it is a Dhubash of Messrs. Best and Com-
pany, aud he is going to his work at their firm. Tho
stranger to whom the latter name is familiar thanks the
Pariak for his information, observing, howover, thut he is
ofticions. “I go no office, sar, if master want to go to
hotel T can take to a best and cheapest also” utters the
mistaken Pariah boldly and fluently, for he supposes that
the gentloman is inguiring whether lis services are avail-
able. “Ah, thank you, but how far is that hotel”? in-
quires the young gentleman.” ¢ Not very far, sar. 1 can
soon bring o carringe for master and luggnge,” answers
the Pariah, “ Well,” rejuins the gentleman mustering
courago “you may do it.” Off runs the Pariah leaving
the gontleman to speculate on his fubure movemonts.
Searcely do ton miovutes pass when the Pariah is seen
wetting down from the dicky of the carriage he has broupht
for tho gentleman, Ho takes him and his things to the
nearest hotol whoere some European ladies and gentlemen
have just come to catch the steamer that is about to leave
the port for England. The new comer soon recognises
amoung thom an acqunintance who solves for Lim certain
difficult problems among which the uscfuluess of Pariah to
forvigners is one.  lle now httle hesitates to take the ofli-
cions 'arinh who has brought him to the hotel, into his
sorvice.  The obliging Pavinh soen finds a house for lin
on u reasenable vental, and the gentleman finds himself
comfortably lodged.
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It is perbaps unnecessary to dwell long on this subject
of his being useful to foreigners. In short, he is their but-
ler, their dressing-boy, their cook, their scnllion, their
personal letter-carrier, their groom, their gardener, their
scavenger, and & host of other things; and his wife to their
families, an ayah, a nurse &e., &c.,, The Pariah isalso
nscful when his master is away from his residence. He
follows him wherever he goes, even to the battle-fields,
and attends to his corforts as at his own house. In hent-
ing excursions his services are very valuable indeed. He
knows to what part of the jungle he should take his mas-
ter, and how io scare out the game from their cover or
hiding place, which he does semetimes by beating his hnge
tom-tom, or making a frightful noise with his mounth.

When his master happens to be sick, the solicitude
with which he watches him, especially if he is a bachelor,
is very remarkable and praise-worthy. ‘His cheerful coun~
tenance changes, and he forgets his food, sleep forsakes
him and he is alwaye near his master’s bed, The Pariah
may well say in the words of the Poet that

“ He, notwithstanding he is used so ill,
Sincerely loves ungracious Britain still.

Is Britain happy P—who is there more glad ?
1s Britain troubled P-=~who ia thers more aad P
Or who more ready stands ot duty's call,
In Britaio’a cause to sacrifice his all P

The eblest that has fill'd the Indian throne;
And at the worst, a ruler ne'er go ill

As not to be than others hetter still ;

So that Heav'n cannot graot us greater grace
Than setting Master o’or,our Jucky race

Which under him“advances ev'ry hour,

Tn all that brings 8 nation wealth and pow'r;

And I for one, from all I daily see,

Think Master's rule the happiest that can be.
For Master, tho’ his faults ave not a few,
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Slaves peither buys nor sclls as others do.
Nay; ev'ry slave that scts foot on Lis shore,
There drops;his’chains and iz & slave no more.
And as if this were not enongh to crown
The laarell’dname of Britain]with rencwn,

Behald Limllarish millions of his pelf,

That;Niggers may be free men like himself.
Blessing on Master for so good a deed !

Just Henv'n defend him in hig hour of need!
When France invades and Rome expects his fall,

Own this his good deed and confound them all;
8o shall the fur-famed island of his birth,

Still prove the last safe rofuge of the earth,
Where all the persecuted of mankind,

Come whenee they may, s ready welcome find.

And now, dear Master, once for all adieu:
My Muse shall ne'er her thankless themeo renow.

I've said my say nnd done my part to thee,
And only patience now remains for me,

Buck into silenca 1'll contented sink,

Aud there on Master’s great achievements think ;
Mark all the good, mix’d haply with some il
Master mnay do ta my peor country still ;

And whether in the boon I'share or not,

My soul with truly gratelul feelings fraught,

Shall pray that Britain, to the latest hour,
May reicn unrivall'd in imperial pow'r,

The envi'd and the admir'd by land and sea,
Of all the friends and foes of liherty.

For, as ¢re Britain into being came,

A fairer land was never known to fama;
Sn, if agnin she'vanish from the earth,
Another liko her never shall have birth.

Lhe has her fanits, but has her virtnes too,
And like her fuults, her virtues are not few.™



CHAPTER III
OPPRESSION.

—————g——— .

Tuz Englishman has set his face steadily against sla-
very in any shape or form, Man is born free and he must
live freo. As betwcen man acd man there can be no bond-
age except that which is caused by erime and demanded for
the protection of society. And even this bondage is not
hereditary ; it i3 not even life-long, except in the case of
very heinous crimes. Any attempt to make it life-long with-
out good reason, and all attempts to make it hereditary,
are resisted by the Englishman; who in former days'suc-
cessfully constituted himself the champion of humanity,
in this matter and who still acts up to that character,
though he is no longer’left single-handed in this noble
struggle. And not only does-he condemn bondage; he
protests against oppression in- any form, His sympathy
and interest extend beyond his own shores, to the oppress-
ed of other lands. The negro of the United Statcs of
America is no longer a slave; he is a free man. lis
emancipation is theoretically complete. The law ac-
knowledges him a man and a brother, and confers on him
all the rights and privileges of a free citizen. DBut So-
cicly declines to endorse the dictum of the law. The
white man forms a combivation to exclude the negro
from certain privileges and advantages, and race prejudice
rups even higher now, at any rate on the part of the
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negro, than it did before the war of emancipation.  ling-
lish sympathy is with the American negro in his false posi-
tion. lle is at a distance, and his circumstances are gauged
with reasonable acenracy, Yet, strange to say English-
men, with all their chivalry, their love of freedom, their
hatred of oppression and wrong, are over-looking day by
day the position of the poor Parigh in India,—a position
more wretched and hopeless by far than that of the negro
of Anierica.

The Parish is near, he is subject to British rule ; and
yeb his rights are not accorded to him; his wrongs are
overlooked, and his emancipation, in practice, is still to
come, He was formerly called by the Indians a slave;
ho is & slave still, although he is under British rule. He
is frequently the bondsman of a master who is not op-
pressive so long as the Parish puts forward no claims,
asserts no rights; but who becomes oppressive to the ex-
tent of cruelty, when his ““slave’ seeks to grin his free-
dom or to become possessed of land of his own,—the pos-
session of land, free from debt, being regarded as a preli-
minary step to freedom. The Pariah of rural districts is
dlﬂ‘c:untly placed fromn his fellow of the city, The town-
‘meuse and the field-mouse, according to /Esop, have to go
through different systems of education as to how to pro-
vide fuod for themselves and their families. So it is with
the urban Pariah and the rural Pariah.

It is worthy of repetition that this happens under British
rule. The very men who condemn slavery elsewhere, allow
a form of it, a very harsh form, to find a pluce within their
ewn territories.  To all intents and purposes the Pariah is
as wmuch in the hands of the caste people of this country
as the villeins and serfs of the West were in the hands of
the Barons &0 or 800 years ago, under the old Feudal
svstem of the Anglo-Norman kings.

The real sceret of the Pariah’s present difficultyjlies
in the fact that by vivtue of Lis position ke has no rights
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that he can call his own. His only raisen d’étre is that he
may, by servitude and hard manual labor, contribute to
the support, independence and luxury, of some Sudra or
other caste landlord whe bhappens by the accident of birth
and wealth, to be one step above him in the social scale.
And though in legal cases the Government, through its
agents, is bound to recognise certain rights, yet so strong
is the confederacy of interest arrayed against the non-
caste village-man, and so determined the opposition to his
becoming an owner of property, that in almost every in-
stance in which a case comes before the court the judgment
goes against the Pariah. And the reason is easily under-
stood by even a casual student of the ways of Hiudu land
farmers, It is not altogethetr a question as between caste
and non-caste people. Pious curses and fervent prayers
are numerous enough among the Sanskrit texts quoted by
Muir and others from the Rig Veda. These leave no doubs
that the * irreligious, foolish Dasyees” were regarded long
ages since with hatred and contempt; and lndra was be-
sought to “scatter the servile Lost of bluck descent” as
may be seen from the following invocation :—

“Tudra and Somal burn the Rukshasas, destroy them; throw

them down, y- two buolls, the people that grow in darkuess. Hew °
down the mad men, sutfocute shem ; kill them, hurl themn away aod
slay the voracious. Indra and éuma, up, together against the cur.
sing demons. May they burn and hiss together, like an cblation of
fire. Iut your everlasting hatred on the villuin who hates the
Brahman, who eaty flesh, and whose lovk is ubomiuable.”

The degradation of the Pariah cannot possibly Le re-
garded as any warrant for the enormous evils which are
known to exist, such as oppressive usury ; the mortgaging
of persons for money; indiscriminate beating; fulse tenures;
the seizure of crops; class privilege and the rest. Take
the question of bondage. [t has been the boast for ages
that whenever and wherever a sluve set his foot on kEng-
lish soil or even on a ship flying the British flag, that
woment he was free.  But what are we to say now, that e
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is shown that ander the powerful protection of English law
here, in the broad light of day, within fifty miles of the
. seat of Government, there are hundreds of persons who are
practically the property of others that have secured the
right to their perpetnal servitude, by advancing small
sums of money either to themselves or to their parents,
and who hold the agreement in the shape of a mortgage-
bond. It is a fact that sech bonds can be purchased in
the Mofussil in some cases for & few rupees. Bni what
becomes of the bond, if; as is frequently the case, the loan
is advanced at & high rate of interest per mensem ? It soon
becomes irredeemable, and there is little hope for the vic-
tim, after & year or two have passed over his head.

In the villages, the Parizh everywhére lives apart.
While the Brahman and the Vellalan will occupy tle same
street, the Pariah is pushed across the fields into a sepa-
rate settlement. He is a social leper, to whom the laws
of entire and perpetual segregation must be rigorously ap-
plied. These Pariah settlements may be distant ouly a
furlong or sometimes nearly a mile from the caste people’s
quarters, In sizo they are found to vary from mere ham-
lets of cight or tea houses, to large villages with more
than oue hundred dwellings; but many or few, the houses
are always at a distance from those of casle people.

The I'arinhs are generally speaking the servants or
serfs of tho caste men. Old books always refer to them as
slaves, and though the name was probably more correct
u hundred years ago than now, it is still in many respects
a true description of their position.

To chow to my readers whaé oppression really mcans
with the P'ariah, I have only to quote incidents which have
come under my observalion. Iam of opinion thut these
tlustrations will suffice to show the ubject slavery of the
Pariahs, alas? the ireu yoko-which is often placed on the
necks of the shuves of the soil by those who ie caste god
custom scewm a httle elevated,

b
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A poor pariah started from hig native town in the
Madras Presidency to one of the British Colonies in quest
of a fortune. He landed safe on colonial soil and was scon
able to eke ont an existence as a cooly labourer on the
wharfs. His daily hire amounted on the whole to about
20 cents.—a little over six anvas, and this was ample to
keep body and soul alive; but by economy-—stern econo-
my—he soon pulled up in his exchequer. After the Japse
of five years he one day said to himself :—* I will now sail
home to Indin, and see what I cap do there.,” Yes, the
very iden of home, sweet home, caused his heart to palpi-
tate; for it seems difficult for & man' to keep away from
those near and dear to him. Infact, familiar faces always
haunted him, and he was determined after his absence of
five years to return to his quiet cosy hut, and to receive
there the warm welcome of the partner of his bosom and
the childish caresses of his little * clive branches.” Sohe
hastened home. It was only & matter of a few dollars to
procure a passage in one of our * B. 1.” boats, and he soon
secured & “ deck ticket.” Aftera voyage of nearly a fort-
night he found himself in Madras harbour, and a short
walk of a few minates brought him to the * Central Sta-
tion.” From this place, the ‘iron horse’ soon conveyed-
him to his native place. There was joy, when he arrived
ut the doorstep of his cosy litlle rustic mansion, The wife
#nd the little ones welcomed Lim with shouts, and with
words of love, and everything within that rustic home was
full of life. The poor man for some days enjoyed the
quietness of home-life and in course of time set himself up
in & petty trade. This alarmed the caste-people of the
village and it was an * eye-sore ” to the * swellish snobs,”
when they looked on the freaks of Dama Fortune. To find
Raman, the swine-feeder, a petty tradesman, was too much
for the Mirasdars (land-lords) to behold. In fact, it gave
the swine-feeder an ascendency which was detestable, from
the very fact that he was a Pariah. So oppression was
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the order of the day. They soon resolved to wre?k .Ramsn’s
independence, * petty independence,” and a criminal case
was most dexterously woven to enmeth the msn who had
been the architect of his own fortunes. Raman was placed
before & tribunal for theft, convicted, and thrown into a
felon’s cell. Now, all was darkness within that rastic
dwelling. Smiles turned into tears, and after the lapse of
a few months, poverty once more spread her hidecuns black
pall over the poor household. It was all starvation, sheer
starvation, and then sickness. One by one, the little ones—
sweet fowers—drooped and died. What about the wife ¥
Sorrow and starvation were also her portion, and she too
succumbed. The husband after his release retraces his
steps to the old homestead, but vacant is the old home,
and the only portion left to him is the profession of a men-
dicaut ; but keen sorrow and privation soon end his days
also. Such was Raman’s lot.

I have to tell you again in my owa homely style
another incident, whers a poor labourer was deprived of
his cow, the role means of support of himself and his wife.
T'his labourer was an exceedingly poor man of the lowest
caste and one who had a large family. His sons, young
men, went in search of labor to distant parts, leaving their
pareuta to live aa best they could. The cow was therefore
their only sustenance, But the head-man of the village
cast an envious eye upon the cow, and ordered some men
uuder him to fotch the animal, The animal was taken by
force ! The husband abd wife both pleaded that the cow
was their ouly support in life, and if it was taken from
them, they would necessarily suffer from poverty. Butto
appense them the bead-mau drove the poor couple away
and prowmised to give thew the sum of eight annas a month
for their sapport. Such instaunces as these, occur almost
every day i country places, and it is oppression unpar-
douable, to rob the poor who caunot defend themselves.
Is it ot cruel to tread on the poor earth-worm, and to
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treat it as we would treat the cobra? Cruelty, in whatever
phase, should be sternly put down, and it may nppear that
for those who devastate poor homes, no punishment ad-
ministered by the law can be too severe.

‘Here is another instance where the Karnam (village-
accountant) of a village utilizes the poor Pariah to his
benefit. ' The Karnam has in some mysterious way become
a land-holder, but he is still not satisfied. He wishes to
add to his possessions and in some respects to cope with
petty Zemindars. Finding a waste piece of land near to
an extensive cultivatéd plot of his own, he holds a private
*‘ panchayet” council among half-a-dozen of his Pariah
slaves, and strives his utmost to make some of them believe
that waste lands can be monopolised withont the consent
of Government, and if the tax be regularly paid, no sus-
picions of any nature will arise. The poor Pariah falls into
the trap. He marks off the waste land for himself and
begins in the sweat of his brow to win it to fruitfulness.
First he clears the land of all its weeds; next he borrows
a country-plough and bulls for a few annas, and turns over
the hard-crusted soil. Picottahs (water-lifis) are next
built on a loan from the Karnam himself, and flocks of
sheep may be seen here and there scattered to manure the’
soil, All this means money, and the poor Pariah borrows
it, so that at the end he may recover four-fold in the pro-
duce of the land. Well, after the soil is prepared to re-
cewe the seed, the poor and, deluded Pariah husbandman
is induced to a.pply for a Government “ Puttah,” as this
secures to the land-owner a right to his possession, and
thus keeps him safe and weIl—protected from the inter-
ference of other ““land-grabbers.” But he finds that no
sooner is an application made for a *Puttah,” than the
Karnam opposes the application, or in other words, turns
ou} to be the most inveterate foe of the man whom he pre-
tended to protect. The Karnam in his evidence informs
the authorities concerned, that the Pariah occupied the
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land of his own sweet will and without his permission.
'The decision then is, that the land should be made over to
the Karnam, since the * Puttah’ was sub rosa made in his
name. This is what the Karram wished to obtain; that
is, waste land well cleared of its refuse by the brow-writh-
ing labors of the poor Parial, who under dupery toiled
hard to benefit himself, but in the long run was ousted
and was destined not to enjoy the fruit of his labors.
Such is the injustice, and the law sanctions it.

Here is another similar instence, where rude oppress-
ion has its iron sway, but here we find the Pariah husband-
man a little fortunate. He has cultivated land without
Government permission and interference for over ten yenrs
and holds Revenue receipts to show that he has been a
regular tax-payer, but he thinks it far safer to make &
move and asks the Karnam to put in an application for &
“Puttah.” But the Karnam is & “wide awake,” and ad-
vises his slave to toil on for ancther couple of years. After
the lapse of another six years, the Pariah puts in a second
application direct to the authorities for a “Puttah” and
this time he is opposed by & mirasdar, in whose name the

.“ Puttah * was originally made without the knowledge of
the Parinh. While the Pariah is thus in the vortex of liti-
gation, a drove of cattle is wantonly driven into the ““ com-
boo” fields of the Pariah, and the whole field is laid bare
in a few hours. Wkereupon, the Pariah launches another
case into court, and receives a fair compensation for dama-
goes done, but the  Puttah ” made on the mirasdar’s name
was produced, and the Pariah after so many weary years
of honest toil is cast upon the world, with no means what-
over to defend himself. This is the iron hand of oppres-
sion.

Further, I will venture here, to place before my read-
ers a small but faithful picture of the humble dwellings of
the poor Parinh. Go where you will, it is the same small
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dingy den with its mud walls scarcely 2 yard in height,
and its cadjan roof. To enter one of these huts, the visit-
or will have to stoop, and when once in it, he will find it
more like a hen-coop than a house. Not a window to allow
the fresh air to enter. Here und therve, within the small
square, are tattered baskets scattered in confasion, which
contain the “ wealth of poverty;’’ while between the raft-
ers in the roof, are rolls of dirty Madras mats, and dirty
straw pillows, on which the poor wretches take their noc-
turnal slumber. There is a small portico or verandah just
opposite—if & “ verandah ” it may be called—about six
feet in length and a foot in width., Here we do not find
the “old arm-chair, the workman’s comfort,” but this
narrow apartment is literally crammed with heaps of chat-
ties, and the cuisine preparations here are carried on. The
whole hut is fumigated with cretly smoke—cnkes of dried
cow-dung, which are used chiefly as fuel among the poor-
er classes. It is enveloped in this smoke that they live.
The back-yard is another spot where the germs of the
worst epidemics exist. It is often hedged in, and a starv-
ed cat or lamb may be seen lying in some nook of the yard,
heedless of its fate. In this yard the family, sometimes
fifteen and twenty in number, perform their ablutions, and -
the dirty water stands in pools for many a month, black
and slimy, and the offensive odour is unbearable. But ik
18 all the same to the Pariah. The floor of the hut is often
plastered over, not with cement, but with cow-dung, and
the consequence is that small insects similar to fleas, are
bred, and these insects together with the existing filth,
make the homestead o place of torment and disease. It
would again surprise the reader to know that even theso
filthy ““styes ” are not the possessions of the Pariah. Even
if they were their own by a common law of inkeritance,
the land-lords meke them clearly nnderstand that obedi-
ence alone gives them a right to these huts. That is, the
Pariah Las to obey the commands of the land-lord in every
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respect, failing which, he is most cruelly evicted, and there
is no roof to shelter him and his family,

Now about the Marriage Laws of the Pariahs. In
fact, there is no law or rule to contro] matrimonial trans-
actions. Dolygamy is rampant and the Pariah delights in
his half-a-dozen wives. To his folly, be it said, he craves
for a bride every year, although his first wife may be liv-
ing, and he cares not a jot or tittle what becomes of the
whole of them,~—~they must manage the best way they can
to live on the slavish pittance he receives. * Fair exchange
is no robbery,” says the Pariash mistress, and she seeks a
chaogo too. She cares not a jot what becomes of her hus-
band who has taken unto himself a second wife, and tries
a similar chance herself. She marries another, leaving the
children by the first man almost a3 “waifs and strays.”
Thus, misery encircles misery, and who could describe the
resnlt

To understand still further the ill-treatment of the
Taviashs by pompous Zemindars and land-lords, one has
only to have a short experience of Zemindary life and the
affuirs of land-lords. As a rule, disobedience to commands
is met wilh severe punishments. They are caned, wrong-
‘fully confined, put in “stocks,” hound down to pillars for
a whole day, or to their limbs are fastened iron weights
which the poor creatures are unablo to carry. Now why
is this, we ask? It is simply because the “snobs” are
awuare that the Parinh, in his ignorance, cannot defend him-
self, still less be revenged on his persecutors, He has not
even & mouth to cry out against the cruelty done.

Again, it may not be amiss to mention the cheap
labor that is exacted of the Pariah by the land-lords and
Zemiudars, The Puriuh is made to work everywhere, in
the garden, in the fields, by the well-side, in the cow-shed,
in the stubles, at sumptoecus banquets,—in fact everywhere
the servives of the Parinh are dewanded.  But what are
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the benefits reaped ? The land-lords and Zemindars lite-
rally lie in the lap of luxury and enjoy themselves, and the
Pariah is not paid a’cash for his extra labors. Is not the
labourer worthy of hisjlire,?

Last but not least, the remuneration received by the
Pariah labourer is miserable. Some work for cooly, while
others only toil that they may be fed. In truthltheir ex-
istence is g0 chequered, that to many it is a problem how
some of them really exist. They seldom ply a trade, but
abject slavery seems their allotment. The educated mass-
es, I mean the unprejudiced ones, must have already
studied the subject of their amelioration, and being fully
_ conscious of the wrongs suffered by the Pariah, must they
not provide some plan of honest work, so as to raise him
from his forlorn condition? This important subject cannot
be overlooked. Some protective and ameliorative measures
should be adopted. First educate him.  Let it be care-
fully understood that I do not wish him to be a “ Badha
Sahib,” and to forget the scenes of his childhood and the
plough—no, far from it. What I most fervently pray for
is that Primary Schools, &c., according to my schemes
published elsewhere in this pamphlet, be established, and
Government should, in some material manner, assist those °
concerned, or those who labour for suck a laudable object.
Further, Government, if asked, I am sanguine, will soon
be able to modify the social customs of the Pariah. But
without education no customs can be modified—

* For, where ignovance is bliss, "tis folly to be wizse.”

Let us, then, first open the windows of their intellect by
Divine aid and let in the bright rays of Education without
which it is to many 2 difficult task to instil into the Pariak
the simnple truths of salvation, as his poor mind is so bar-
ren and fettered with superstitions, that the Gospel to him
is a dead letter ; and then, by fervent prayers let us direct
them to the Lord,
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We leara from the great book of Nature that God is
good and merciful to all His creatures, and that His love
knows no bounds, The Bible teems with passages de-
claring the same fact still more clearly. Since man was
created after the image of his Maker, he too possesses these
divine qualitics in a limited degree, though his fall has
impaired their character a good deal. When sinful man
~ begins to love God, it is then that he begins to regain the

lost image according to the degree of love he cherishes for’
his Maker. Hence we find that some men are more corn-
passionate than others. Some possess fellow-feeling whilo
others are almost destitute of it. However callous one’s
heart may be, yet there are presented in this sinful world
such pitiable spectacles as melt even the most obdurate
hearts, for, thank God, man has not totally lost that divine
image like, perhaps, the fallen angels. Such heart-melt-
ing sights are not rare in some paracharies in Soath India.
Without tiriug your patience I shall give one or two ins-
tunces in addition to what I have already given. What-
ever may be the condition of their health, it is a lamenta-
ble fact that pariah women are required by their lords tov
work in their fields from morn till eve in all kinds of
weanther, with their husbands who are virtually slaves. In
most cases, the husbands, being drunkards, take nothing
howe from the paltry hire they get for their work; and
heuce the necessity for their wives to work even at the
risk of their lives. My dear reader, please picture to
your mind for a while an ill-fed woman, far advanced
in pregnancy, wading through water and mire, to clear the
paddy plants from weeds, and transplant the thickly grown
saplings. What pain she must feel when she countinues
long in that stooping posture; and with what difficulty,
every now and then, she must make effort, in her weak
state of health, to pull out her legs which sink deeper and
deeper into that stinking mud ! Who can witness the pain-
ful sight, and nut feel pity * But who can® It is only men
like those Lrutal Mussulman guards who shouted with
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langhter at the frantic struggles of the 146 English cap-
tives thrast into the “ Black Hole” of Calcutta ; and it is
only men like the savage Nabob who inflicted on those
guards no punishment for letting 123 men die in the most
horrible circumstances when it was in their power to pre-
vent their death ; it is only such men that can feast their
eyes on such a sight. Let us continue for a mnute wore,
watching that poor Pariah woman who is still in that pain-
ful stooping posture and whose day of confinement has, to
all appesrance, already arrived. She perspires, she twista
her bedy, evidently her travail has commenced, and before
she can come out from the stagnant water, she gives birth
o0 her child in that open field, and the babe begius to sink
in the munddy water as its poor fainting mother with all
the yearning of a parental heart, lifts it up and saves its
precious life. Imagine her sufferings both mental and
physical, in the midst of that fen. 1t is not in my power
to describe them ; nor is it in the power of any male crea-
tare to adequately do it. Women alone can form a proper
conception of it; and so I end the account here to go to
another instance which cells for our sympathy and com-
miseration. ) *

God’s bounty has abundantly provided man with all
those things most essential for the preservation of his life.
For air, light, heat, water, &c., he pays no money. The
sun, moon, and stars ungrudgingly shed their light on him,
As fishes in the ocean, so he is in the atmosphere, freely
inhaling and exhaling the air. Clouds feed his rivers, and
bhe gladly querches his thirst therefrom. But in some
paracharies in South India where rivers are a great way
off, and all the public wells monopolized by the caste people,
Pariahs suffer a good desl for want of water, Of this
suffering I shall give but one instance, because from a pot
of boiling rice, only a single grain is taken snd squeezed
between one’s thumb and pointing finger to determine the
state of all the other grains in the pot.
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Once, the husband of a certain pariah woman, the
mother of an only babe of six months was laid up with »
bad type of fever. Want of medical treatment made him
grow worse and worse daily. Gn a certain day his poor
wife who was his sole earthly help in nursing him, finding
it impossible to go and fetch water from a stream whick
was some miles off, and, at the same time be near her dying
husband to minister to hia wants, went to the nearest
village with a pot, in order to cry out to some caste women
who came to the well to take water for their own use, to
£ill her pot also, She placed her pot at a considerable
distance from the holy well, and began to call out to the
women that came one after another to draw water from
that well, from seven in the morning till ten, but no one
condescended to comply with her request thongh she wept
loud and begged hard, stating at the top of her voice the
circumstauces uuder which she had come there. Who
would take notice of a Pariah woman? My Christian friends,
just imagine for a while the state of her feelings as she
thought of her poor dyiug husband who wanted ounly a
little water to quench his excessive thirst created by so
many days’ high fever, and of the hunger of her helpless
babe which required to be put to breast every two or three
hours. How impatient she would have been to come away
with some water. Ah, poor soul, she grew more and more
anxious till desperation made her ¢ry out once more as
loud as she could, and that in & most plaiutive tone. This
happily moved the heart of an old woman who, however,
took some time to pour a little water into her pot. Off she
vume running to her beloved partner in life, but alas, he
was uo more. Who could divine what he had to comwnuni-
cate to his wife ay Lis last dying declaration! Who could
Jescribe that excessive grief which made Ler faint at once !
And what about her babe? Ak, the poor thing lies there
yuite exhausted! No strength in it to cry us babes do, for
it had cried enough and more than enough, and exhaustion
mow made it lio still und ipert.
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All these sufferings, my Christian friends, bad resulted
from want of a little water. And the extreme _scarcity in
the Pariah’s case of water which is abundantly provided
by the bounty of God; was attributable to nothing but
mean’s pride and selfishness which gave birth to caste.
Should not then the Pariah be mentally and morally ele-
vated to know bis own’dignity as a human beirg, and to
fight for his own rights ? One more instance, and I shall
have done—It is not during all the parts of the year that
Pariahs get work from their lords. There are seasons
when they are left to shift for themselves. Starvation
then stares them in the face and they are forced to adopt
soine means or other to procnre suhsistence. Being al-
ready degraded  mentally, socially, and morally, when
pinched by extreme hunger, they stealthily get into the
vegetable gardens, and orchards of their lordy, and com- .
mit depredations; for who will give them apy thing for
chavity, seeing that_they are Pariabs, born as such owing
to their great sin committed in a former birth. Render-
ing them any help is surely sin, for when gods punish |
them, the high born should not do anything to mitigate
that punishment. When Pariahs steal they are easily found
out and taken before magistrates who sentence them to
rigorous imprisonment.. ‘I'beir poor families struggle hard |
for existence and not unfrequently swell the namber of
deaths in the Register carefully kept by the Registrar of
births, deaths and marriages. What philanthvopists, after
seriously considering these unhappy facts, wonld for a
moment hesitate to practically shew his feeling of pity for
the down-trodden Pariahs? If there really is such a thing
as philanthropy, it is impossible that it should lie latent in
the hearts of philanthropists and not manifestly exert itself
for the redemption of the Pariah from the thraldom that
caste has put him in.

The following communication from the Rev. W, B.
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Boggs, D, D., dated Ramapatam January 12, 1893, will
speak for itself. -

I send herewith a few items which may be of service
to you, showing as they do the oppression and suffering of
the lower classes.”

“ At village in the Kavali Talug Nellore District, there
isa palam where there are 30 or 40 Christians. They havea
school house in which they meet together every Lord’s day
for worship. But the village is largely under the control
of a petty Zemindar, and a&lmost all the people, including
the Christians, are dependent upon him. It frequently
happens that on the Lord’s day when the Christians are
assembled together and listening to the word of God, the
Zemindar’s peons come and summon them to work, and
force them to go. A few weeks ago when they were as-
sembled thus for Divine worship, and their minister was
conducting the meeting, the peons came and called them
to go and beat the jungle for game, as the Zemindar was
going out hunting. The minister endeavored to remons-
trate, but the peons insisted on it and dragged them away,
and they were absent till evening, They bave no redress,
hecause the Zemindar, if he chooses, can deprive them of
work, and thus starve them into sabmission.”

# At avillage in the Kanigiri Talug, during the recent
drought, the Christians were dependent for water upon a
pool in the bed of a stream. There was but little water
in the pool, and it was not very good, but it was all they
had. While it was thus the Sudra farmers threw into the
pool a large quantity of the Inrge leaves,of the aloe-plant

. (knlabanda) to rot it so as to obtain the fibre for ropes.
These plaats when pluced in water produce an exceeding-
ly offensive smecll, and render the water totally unfit for
use. Thus the poor people were brought into great dis-
tross, and had to wander about hegging the Sudras to pour
them some water from their wells.”

“ At a village in the Kundukur Tulug thereis a small
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palam of Christians, and their little collection of hats ig
entirely surrounded by the grain fields of a rich, and very
cruel and hard-hearted land-lord. He cultivates the land
close up to their houses, and refnses to put any fence round
the crop for its protection. And yet if one of their buffa-
loes breaks ite rope in the night and touches the crop in
the fields, or if one of them “when it is being driven away
to pasture in the morning or when returning in the eve-
ning touches an ear of the grain, it is at once driven away
to the pound.”.

 But the poor people can do nothing, for they are all
under his hand, bemg in debt to him, and in various ways
dependent on him.”

“The water trouble is very w:de-qpread Unless the
poor non-caste people live near a river, or have a good
well of their own, they are subjected to most trying res-
trictions, and often to much actual distress.”

While we have “so great a cloud of witnesses” to
prove the miserable condition of the down-trodden Slaves
of the Soil in Southern India, I am greatly surprised to
see that %Vﬂadms Government think that the statements
made by Mr. Tnemenheere and others are mere exaggera-,
tions in many cases. Bat it is not so. I quite concur with
the opinion of the Madras Mail :—* We maintain, however,
that the statements made are not benevolent exaggerations
but ere in many cases the product of years and years of
effort and study.”

Tt is not the Missionary bodies, nor any philanthropic
institutions, norany private efforts that cnn remove the dis-
abilities of the Pariahs, but the Governmeant, the Govern-
nent alone can free the poor Pariah fromall his disabili-
ties and wrongs. It is therefore necessary for the Govera-
ment to see the ill-treatment the Parizgh snffers at the hand
Meerasdars and the village officers who sit in their magis-
terial bench, to decide the affairs of these nine miliioas
of people,
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The eminent Hindu sages attach no valuation to caste.
Vexava.—The most popular of the Telugu Poets says as

follows ;:—
3

V. 3. “Which is the chief custe nmong all the sects ? what is the
nse without sense; he who has understanding is of the
naoblest tribes.” - :

1)

V. 180, “The daily prayars and the Brahminiral cord are wanting
both st birth and at the time of death ; his mother never
enjoved either of these 3 and if his mother be Budra, how
czn he be & Brnhmin P ”

V. 217. “If we carefully observe and examine the Universe. we
shall gee thot all castes egually originated therein; then
soll are equal ? surely all men are brothers.”

V. 227, “ Why should we constantly rival the Pariah ; are not his
flesh and blood the ramo as our own ; and of what caste is
he who pervades the Pariah as well ns all other men "

V. 231. “Though a man by birth be an out-caste, il he orderw his
heart aright, he is no out-caste ; he who canunot govern his
nffeotions is the vilest of the vito.”

Y. 234, His mother was a prostitute and his wife a Pariah ; yet
VasiaTa wan & tator to the noble Rama : by austerities he
became & Brahmin ; but if you look to his caste, what is it
like P ™

We can cite innurnerable passages from Tamil authors
on this subject, but let the following selections suffice,
Agastya, the great sage aud supposed father of the Tamil

language, says :—

“ The ancients, in order to delude mackind bave written
the Vedas and Puranas, that the mind may be like a fiy
conghbt in * cob-web.” Know that the distinctions of high
and low caste were made for men to get a life-hood.” The
Vedas were made for the support of Brahmins. Caprtar, a
disciple of Agnstya in his Agaval {poem) says:—To
Brahma was born Vasiantv of Kurl, a courtezan. To Vasiss-
ru was born Sattiar of & Parikh woman. To Sarriax was
born Vyasa of a fisher-woman, These four are renowned
fur having established the Vedas.” '

Another writor says “is there any advantage io the -
observance of caste ! No: So long a8 one is under the influ-
ence of caste, he is underthe iufluence of Maya™ (delusion).
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TO
HIS EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HONORABLE
BEILLY FARON WENLOCK, G. C. L. E,,
GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL, FORT ST. GEORGE.

The humble Memorial of the Rev.
T. B. Pandian, author of the “The
Slaves of the Soil in Southern In-
dia.” .
SHEWETH,

1st.—That the subject of this Memorial i3 the
amelioration of the condition of the Pariahs in South-
ern India.

2nd.—Pariahs form no inconsiderable portion
of the population of this Presidency.

3rd.—These are employed in various ways,
as tillers of the soil ; as watchmen of the Hindu -
cremation ground ; as drudges and menials in Hindu |
high caste families ; as cooks and butlers in European
households; as sappers and miners, ete., and well
deserve encouragement.

4th.—These are at present practically slaves, as
your Excellency’s humble Memorialist has shown in
his pamphlet, entitled * The Slaves of the Soil in
Southern India,” a copy of which was forwarded to
your Excellency.

5th.—Their grievances are manfold, the most
crying ones being intellectual darkness and practical
incapacity to own land.

6th.—Your Excellency’s Memoriahst, after a
patient and careful study of the question, is of opinion
that, if the Pariahs are to be emancipated as they
well deserve to be, they must be educated,
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7th.—To this end, your Excellency’s Memoria-
list begs to make the following suggestions:—

1.—There must be industrial %chools established for
the Pariaks—one or more in each district, and in them the
ordinary trades of the country must be taught, care being
tuken not to teach decaying trades or trades which in the
nature of things must soon cease.

2.—A number of practically free schools should be
estnblished, and in them the rudiments of vernacular edn-
cation should be taught. Jn certain centres, model or nor-
mal schools should be established for training Pariak Teack-
ers, Inspectors &e.

3.—Caste Iindus should have as little as possible to
do with the administration of these schools. None but those
who sympathise with the movement and be] :eve in its even-
tuu,l success should take part in it.

4.—CGreat caro should be taken lest this movemens
should fall into tho hands of any political or semi-social
Lodies of people or of any missionary socicties. Individa-
als may be chosen from any or all of such bodies and socie-
ties, but the Government should have the entire manage-
meut in ils hands, aud be directly, responsible.

5.~Government should make up its mind to a persist-
ent and continued cffort, and should vot allow partial fail-
are at first to damp its ardour.

6.—Government should call in largely the counsel and
aid of missionaries and other philanthropists to assist in
inaugurating and carrying on the scheme.

8th.~Ancnt the incapacity of the Pariahs at pre-
sent toown land, the Government must remove all
the preseut obstucles to Paviahs, non-Christian or
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Christian, becoming holders of land, Positive en-
~ couragement also should be given to Pariahs becom-
ing Janded proprietors.

9th.—Your Excellency’s Memorialist, in making
these suggestions, is actuated by a sincere and dis-
interested desire to secure the happiness of a large
section of Her Imperial Majesty’s British Indian
subjects who have deserved well of the Government
of India, but whose rights and interests have been
hitherto strangely overlooked.

In conclusion, Your Exellency’s Memorialist
prays that your Excellency will give the subject all
the attention it deserves, and speedily concert mea~
sures for the emancipation and elevation of the down-
trodden Pariahs. For which act of Your Excellene
cy’s kindness, the Memorialist, as in duty bound,
shall ever pray.

Memorialist bégs to remainy
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant,

Vepery, Madras, (Sd.) T.B. PANDIAN,
12th September, 1892, . .
Baptist Mission.

(A Trug Cory.)
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In the preceding pages I have tried to tell my read-
ers the sad story of my fallen countrymen,

* The Slaves of the Soil in Southern India are in reality
hungering and thirsting after knowledge, and ouly Edu-
cation, under the Divine Grace, can give them that need-
ful strength to rise from their degraded condition to be-
come valinnt soldiers of the Cross of Christ. India will
never rise and take her place among the nations of the
earth uutil her down-trodden and desolate ones are raised
from their Tophet of misery. :

The need of the day, and that which requires immedi-
ste attention, is Education, which munst be imparted through
- three important channels, viz.— :

‘1st.—Night Schools should be established for the bene-
 fit of poor adults who have not tasted in their youthful
dnys the sweets of Education; this will, in due course,
make them understand their own intevests as well as to
study the interests of others.

2ad,—Primary Schools should be instituted in all the
Parcherries and the school requisites supplied gratisto the
little ones. '

3rd.—~Iomes should be opened for the amelioration of
the orphaus of both sexes, and, in addition to the Primary
Edueation imparted, manual Iabour should be taught in
these homes,

I further propose that small tracts of land be set apart
in quict and healthiul localities in some of our large cities
and towns, where small decent cottages may be built for
the protection of the poor on the Austratian Colonization
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system, which has most wouderfully suceeeded. Onu these
tracts of land there can be ample scope for manual labour
in the shape of fruit and vegetable gardeus, brick kilus,
sheep-farming, poultry-rearing, &c., and also tvade depots,
churches and schools can be established. This can easily
be doue, and, if some wealthy land-lord will only eome for-
ward to build the cottages and supply the land, let those
engaged in the mission for the amelioration of the Parials
work the scheme faithfally.

I am fully aware of the great responsibility, the trial,
and it may be the failure, that mny scheme will involve ;
but, as the work must have a beginning, I have already
opened a Nionr Scroor and a Priawy Scmoot, trusting
that God, who kuows the needs of wy country—poor India
und its masses—will raise up able and earnest workers to
put their shoulders to the wheel and push forward this
cause, whether I succeed in it myself or not,

My investigation into the wretched condition of these
Slaves of the Soil and their absolute Lelplessness under
the ruthless heel of the land-loxd, has filled me with au
unquenchable desire to provide for as many as 1 can pos- |
sibly reach a technical school in which instruction in dif-
ferent kinds of mannal labor may be given.

To establish such a school, at least £ 3000 will be re-
quired; and to earry on the work successfully, £140 per
annum, the interest of £ 3000 of invested funds.

As the first step in the direction of this desired object,
8 strong committee has heen appointed consisting of the
fullowing named gentlemeu.

Rev. John McLaurin, D. D., Bangalore.
Rev. H. F. Doll, Bangalore.

Rev. Chas. Hadley, M. A., Madras.
Rev. P. B. Guernsey, B. A., Madras.
Rev. J. E. Davis, B. 4., Cocoanada.
Rev, T. B. Pandiun, Secy., Madras.
Mr. ¥. H. Levering, Ongole.

M. J. Hervon, Treasurer, Madras.
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It 15 my desive to undertake this work in connection
with the South India Baptist Missions only; and I trust
that similar committees may be formed in connection with
the other Missions in South India.? The South India Bap-
tist Pariah Committee will be thankful to hear from the
Missionaries of their denomination from time to time any
grievances of the poor Pariah which require their immedi-
ate notice for redress.

The attainment of the object for which I here plead
will require prayer and sacrifico, large giving, earnest and
zeulous toil, But these have always mwarked and condi-
tioued the progress of Baptist Missions in India, not only
in former yeurs, not more, perbaps, in former years, thau
uow, when God has given such marvellous success.

Who is there who does not thank God for the earnest-
ness of Adoniram Judson, the “apostle of Burma,” the
devotedness and high intellectusl power of William Carey,
the piety aund practical sense of Samuel Day, the high
enthusiasm of Jewett, the zeal aud cleverness of Clough.
Who is there ‘who does not thank God likewise for the
wisdow of John McLaurin, the fiery zeal and activity of
Boggs, the unflinching ewergy of Duss Anthravadi, the
self-sncrifice of l'impany, the firmuess and painstaking of
Doll, the love aud lubor of Pearce ! Now the Missionaries
may well say in the words of the poct:

Rut the end is not. Look ouward !
Munch must yet be doue, )
Milliona yet, atill anbelieviug,
Must be sought and wou !

Christians muast in faith be nutured,
hildrsns must Lo trained,

Preachers be sustnined, and victory
L pon vietory guined.

Disappointments will be waiting;
Satan dovs hin best ;

Yet all ubistaclos Must vamsh

At vur Gud's bebiest.
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Courage then, and faith undaunted !
Christian zeal ne'er kiew

Aupht more worthy of endeavour
Than our end in view.

And onr Goa this mission’s mmhby
Fortroxs. o’er shail be !

Uuto Him we'll give the glm)
Through eternity !

Regarding the Pariahs or lower classes, Mr. H. B.
Grigg, Director of Public Instruction makes the following
touching appeal in his convocation address for 1891, which
is worthy of reproduction. He says :—

“I have pleaded with you for your women, and now I would
pray you to do what in you lies to raive the condition of she Pariah
and other kindred races. No society can be in a wholesome condi-
tion, a large portion of which is Ly custom or prejudice deprived
of ita proper ghare in the work of the country and its privileges,
which has not in reality as well as in name the same facilities anits
other members for ameliorating its condition or of eontributing to
the wealth of the community. Trese races form one-sixth of the

.population of Madras. Your Government many yeuwrs ago set thn

priadial slaves free su far as the law can do this and is now con-
. sidering what measures #ill best elevute these races and remuve
their disnbilities. But much remaing to be done, and it rests with
you, Gentlemen, to supplement the libernl action of the Govern-
raent and the work of benervolent Societies by helping to brenk
down the conservatism of the large sections of wociety which ut
present form the great obstacle to the progress of these poor nnd
unreasonably despised people, I say unreasunably because there
is ample evidence—witness the Madrus Bapperg—that when giren
8 fair chanee in life they can prose themselves velusble members
of a society.” .

I invite, therefore, all good men and women of Great
Britain, Australia and America to help me liberally in any
way they think fit, It is my solemn belief that it is the
most sacred duty incumbent on those who dwell in enlight-
ened and favoured lands to bestow freely their talents of
whatwver kind they may be to help in this elevating move-
ment. I venture to make this appeal, because I believe
that the lower masses can only be evangelised by throwing
open to them the locked doora of Education and Morality,
Thus will the Cross be brought nearer to them, and they
nearer to the Cross aud to the feet of Christ.
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Motilers and Fathers, compare the condition of your
own sweet darlings in your happy homes with that of
millions of little girls and boys of & corresponding age,
awong the Slaves of the Soil in Sogthern India, who have
already been sacrificed on unholy altars of human social
customs ; compare, and ‘conscientiously ask yourselves the
question whether you can stand and gaze with folded hands
without doing something to rescue these little ones, as well
a3 millions of their parents, who are in the very vortex of
poverty, ignorance and 'sin! Milliong' of keart-rendering
voices are daily heard from within the prison cells of the
futtered slaves of the soil and thousands perish annually
without a ray of hope to cheer their hearts and thonsands
ore daily crushed under a fearful weight of sin and shame.

Will not all of you who peruse this little brochure of
mine think of the poor fallen ones and rise to rescue them
from thsir wiserable doom ? I, in the name of my Master,
Christ, implore of you, frieuds and benefactors, education«
ists and philanthropists, princes and nobles, yea! and all
who have the cause of humanity at henrt to be “aup and
doing."” Yes, dear readers,~~ )

* Lot us then be up and doing,
With o beart for any fute;

Still achieving, still pursuiug,
Loarn to laboar and to wait.”

Agnin, in the cause of humanity aund in the Holy Name
of God, 1 ask of youn, true women and men of Great Britain,
Australin, Germany and America, to grant me your belp in
this undertaking. A divine says,  Bright shall the crown
of glory be when we have borue the eross.”  Yes, after all
trinls are passed and we have succecded in the noble ob-
jects of our Mission, the Victor’s golden wreath shall be
our portion, which shall shine with greater brightness on
the day of the Lord. May God in his boantiful mercy
guide vou to help in this mevement, and to Him be all the
glory throngh Chnist onr Lord and Master.
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LIST OF DONORS.

e g

Miss A, E. \Iulhnq . .... Rs. 100
The Hon., J. W, Handley 1'aa[ A, e s
Rev. H. F. Doll, ... e
»  W. Boggess, ... e
Mrs. Wedderburn,... e e m
5» L. P. Pearce,... . .
Rev. J. McLaarin, D. D., e
»» W.B. Boggs, D. D., .
, W. A, Stanton, B. A,, e
Mr. W, E. Boggs, ... cee
Rev. W. R. Manley, e
. L, B. Martin, M. A,,... ey
»» D. 8. Bagshaw, ves cee gy
»» C.Hadley, M. A,, ... .
,» A H. Cartis,... e e e
»» W.H. Beeby, B.D.,, ~- .. cee
»  W.S. Davig, ... e cee 3
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» Wm, Powell, .- e
» P.B. Guernsey, B. A e e
»» G. N.Thomssen, ... .. e
Miss. H. D. Newecomb, ... - ... R,
» B. A. Bergman, e

»» L. H. Booker, T
,»  B. L. Slade, .., cer s
Rev. I. S. Hanking, cera
,» G.H. Brock, ... e
Miss J. E. Wayte, ... cee
. L. A. Skinner, cee s
» 5.1 Karta, ...} s e
Surgcon Major N. Pem‘berton v
Kerr. Anderson Fsq., M. A, L. B, ... e
Rev. Geo. Stone, ., e »
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LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS.
. @ A

No. or

Namgs. Anm&r.r.:ssaT Coriks.
Adderson T. K. Esq., M. A, LL. B, Madras. A 3
Aundy 8. P. Esq,, M.D., M.RC.5, E. da. .2
Amirtha Pillay, Ezq., Mansger, 8. P. C. K. Vepery, 1
Beeby W. H. Rev. B, D, Madras. 3
Boggs W. B, Rev. D. D, , Ramapatam. . |
Bradshaw J. Eeq., M.A., LL. D, Inspector of Schools, Madres, 1
Barclay E. Miss. L. M. 8. Mudras. 1§
Brown C. Mise. - L. M. 8. Madrae. k3
Brock G. W. Rev, Ramapatam. °* 1
Bagshaw D. 8, Rev, Ramapatam. 1
Bilue C. G. Mias. " Madras. 1
Bell E. W, Esq., P. W. D, - Rangoon, © . ° -1
Cooper C. Rev. M. A., Christian College Madras. 1
Craford F. J. Surgeon Major Secy. Sur, Genl. Office, Madray, 1
Cook W, H. Esq., Supt. Survey Department, Madras, T’
Churchill G. Rev. - Bobbik. 1
_ Craig A. 8. Ror. - Akida. 5
Curtis A. H. Rer. - Ongola. 1
Cotelingam L. Mrs. Madras. ¥,
Crambe A. G. Esq, Mansger, Bank of Madras. 4
Digby William Esq., C. L. E,, England. 1
Davis K. F. Rev. M. A, Priacipal Doveton College, Madras. T
Daris W. 8. Rer. ‘ Ramapatam. i
Dawson A. Mrs. Madras. 1
Dawson J. C. Misa. Vizagapatam, 1
Dawson E. Miss. Coimbatore, 1
Day M. M. Miss, Madras. 1
Ellwein M. Rev. Dindigal. 1
Fletcher N. Miss, Madras.
Falconer A. S. Free @hurch, Madras. 1
Gioves G. Barten Esq., Asst. Director Genl. Post Offices, India. 1
Guernsey P. B, Ber. B. A, Madras. 1
Uray A, C. Mise, Bimlipatam, 1
Heiarichs J. Rev. Venugunts. 1
Higgins W. V. Rev. Purlakimedy. 2



50 SLAVES OF THE SOIL IN BOUTHERN INDIA.

Henderaon J. R. Esq., B. 8., Christian College, Madras.

Hadley C. Rev. M. A, Madra:.
Handly J. W. M. A, The Hon, England.
Hewett C. H. Major N Madras.
Hanking 1. 8. Rev. ~ Ramapatam,
XKurtz 8. I. Miss. Madras.
Kindnick A. A. Rev. D. D, U. 8.

Laflamme H. F. Rev. Yelamanchili.
Longhurst M. A, Mrs. Church of Scotland, Madras.
Larzen A. Rev, Danish Mission, Madras.
Larsen L. P. Rev. . Do.

Jmvering F. H. Esq., ~ Ongole.

Little T. Rev, Wesleyan Mission Madras.
Morrison Wil. Rev. D. D, - U, 8. A.

Morren W. B. Rev. M. A, Christian College.
McLean J, M. Miug. - Church of Scotland, Madraa.
Macgregor H. Miss, Do.

McLaurin J. Rev. D. D, Bangalore.
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durdoch J. Esq, M.A., LL. D. Supt. Madras Tract & Baok Socy.

Martin L. E. Rev. M. A, Princiral Bnpmuh Mission College,

Ongole.
McKay O. B. Rev. Ongole.
Mahommed Ahmad Esq., Barrister-at-Law, Madras,

Macphail A. M. Miss. L.C.S. and P. E., Free Charch, Royapuram.

1
1
1

Narayanaswamy Naidn Rev. Professor Medical Coliege, Madras 1

Nagther T, H. Rev. Lutheran Mission, Madras..
Pemberbon N. Surgeon Major, - - Guantar.
Russell J. M, Rev. M. A., Christian College, Madras,
Rukmani M. Mps. Madras.
Stanton W. A. Rev, " Bapatla.
Sclilesch Chr. Rev. Nelliknppam.
Start H. S. Captain Madras,

Slade B. L. Miss. Nellore.
Stevenson R. H. Rer, Chaplain, Bangalore.
Etephens Miss. M. E. Mission Madras,
Stephen M, M. Mothodist Madras.
Walkar J, A, K, Rev, Rittapuram,
Whayte J, K. Misa. Nellere.

White C. L. Rev. G. 8. A,
Warth H, Dr., Gor. Cel. Meuseum.
Willijams R. R. Rev. D. D. ) Nellore.
Whitamore T. H. Rery. Wesleyan Missioun, Londoa.

- Zchme 8. Rer, Principal Cel. College, ‘T'ranquebar.
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(Qpinions of the Press on the First Edition.)

Y Madras Standard.” Dated May 30, 1893 :—* There is no donbe
thtethe secret of their {Purinhs) prosperity and improvement lies in edn-
cation and the Hev. Mr. Pandinn has hit on the nght nail in dovising
w soheme of edycation for the Pu-m!u."

“ Madras Mail,”? Duated, May 30, 1898 :—* The light which during
the last two yoars haa been shed apon the condition of the Pariats of
Southorn India has revealed one noticesbls fact, namely, that however
neglected thess cutoastes way have besn by their co-religionists they
have been sedaously mupported by the Christisn Missionary.........The
* Sinves of the Soil in Sonthern Indis” is by the Rev. T. B. Pandiaa......
{iL) costains u good deal of valunble iuformation, which has evidoutly
been obtained at Arst hand......To ameliorute the statos of Parishs Mr.
Pandian proposes education, in which direction, we are glad to any, some
stopa have already been takon.”

“MNadras Times,™ Dated June Ist 1883:—" It is » thoaghtful
contribution to the literatare, acauty as it is, on the sabject. Un snch s sab-
joot it is eany for a writer to whatevar ciass or creed ho may belong, to
write too feslingly and to overstep the bonads of discretion, but it mast
bs claimed for Mr. Pandian thet be neither overstates hia caze nor pro-
potea *insane or utopisa' schemes for she smancipation of the Pariah.”

Bombay Guardian, Dated, June 4, 1892 —" Au Indisn aati-slavery
spostie has arison in the person of the Eev, Thomas B. Pandias, u Baptist
pastor uf Madrag, himsel{ a convert from heatbonism of about eight years
standing. He issues s twenty-page pampblst entitled, “ Slaves of the soil
in Southsrn Indis,” which staies the cass for the Parinh more concisely
than we hare seen it dcos previously. Farther light i= throwa on the sub-
ject by the able preface of Professor 1. B Vedanayskam Pillsi, B. A, . .*

Bangalore Daily Post, Dated, Juna 7, 1892:—The Rev. T. B. Pandian
basz contriduted a thungbiful paper on the * Shaves of the wil in Southern
India* and bow beat to smeliorate their conditive, intelleotually, mornily
and spiritually,
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Bangalore S8pectator, Dated, June 8, 1892 :—* Half the world lives
without knowing that there are siaves in India. The Rev. T. B, Pandian
has recently published a small pamphlet, under the title * The Blaves of
the Soil in Southern India,” in which weare told that the arban Pariah
and the rural Pariah are vittoally Slaves, *though they may not be so
badly off as the Negro in the service of the United States planter before
the war of emanclpa.&mn

[

] 3 KR 4 :ff'll.'

B&nga.lore Evenmg Mail, Dated, June 11, 1892:—" He describes
the condition of the poor parinh with a gruphic pen and appeals in the
cause of humanity and in the holy name of God.”

Calcuita Indian Daily Mews, Dated, 16th June, 1882:—" We
have now before usa pamphlet written by the Rev. T. B. Pandian, entitled
# The slaves of the soi! ir Southern India; ” in which the author briefly,
yet pithily explaina the oppressive system of village Government unider
which the Pariah has been groaning for several centnries. The brevity
of the pamphlet is 8 recommendation for its beiog widely read, and we
mway &dd that there ie no overstating of the case by the writer nor in any
of the cases which he has cited hae he aimed af the gsensational, the con-
dition of the Pariah not being one whit more wretched than he depicts it.”

New Zealand Herald, Auckland, Dated, 24th September 1892 :—
“ Mr. Pandian’s brochure i# a thoughtful cootribution to social reform,
and is intended a8 an appeal to the lurge-hearted classes in Great Britain
and Arstralia to aid in the work of ameliorating the hard eondition of Lthe

" Pariahs, end raising them in the intellectnal, morzl, and epiritoal.scale.
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