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TO 

S. S. BOSE. ESQ. 

AS A TOKEN OF SINCERE REGARD 



AUTHOR'S NOTE 

In the Imperial Record Oftice, Calcutta, 
I have succeeded in unearthing several 
documents relating to Rajah Rammohun 
Roy's journey to England. The letters, 
which passed between the East India Co. 
on the one hand, and the nominal Padi­
shah of Delhi and Rammohun Roy on the 
other, are here printed for the first time 
with the kind permission of the Govern· 
ment of India, and they may be of1nterest 
to those who are inclined to gathel' all 
particulars about the father of modem 
India. . . . 

As an introdl}ction to this last 8tage in 
the Rajah's career I have reproduced his 
autobiographical sketch, written just be­
fore he went to France, which is supposed 
to have been addressed by him· to his 
friend, Mr. Gordon, of Calcutta. This 
sketch first appeared in the A tke1Ul1Um. 
and in the Literary Gautte. 

'4. PARSI BAGAN. 
Cokutt.., May. 1926. BLuENDIWUTB BAl'I'EJUI 



AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH-

My DEAR FRIEND, 

In conformity with the wish you have frequently 
expressed, that I should give you an outline of my 
life, I have now the pleasure to give you the follow­
ing very brief sketch. 

My ancestors were Brahmins of a high order, 
and, from time immemorial, were devoted to the 
religious duties of their race, down to my fifth pro­
genitor, who about one hundred and forty years ago 
gav!' up spiritual exercises for worldly pursuits and 
aggrandisement. His descendants ever since have 
followed his example, and, according to the usual 
fate of courtiers. with varioul success. 80metimes 
rising to honour and sometimes falling; sometimes 
rich and lometimes poor; sometimes excelling in 
8ucce .. , sometimes miserable through disappoint­
ment. But my maternal ancestors, being of the 
sacerdotal order by profession as well as by birth, 
and of a family than which none holds a higher rank 
in that profeosion, have up to the present day uni­
formly adhered to • life of religiou8 observances an:! 
devotion, preferring peace and hanquiIlity of mind 

• Reprint..d lrom Mary Carpenter'. Tit. l.aaI J,q,. in 
£nor/ond of ,It. Ro/GIt Rammoltan ROil (1875), pp. 17·20. 
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to the excitement. of ambition, and all the allure­
menta of worldly lP'andeur. 

In conformity with the ueage of my paternal 
race, and the wieh of my father, I etudied the 
Penian and Arabic language.,-theee beina in­
diepen8able to thoee who attached themselve. to the 
Courta of the Mahommedan princes; and alP'eeably 
to the ueage of my maternal relatioN, I devoted 
myeelf to the etudy of the San.erit and the theo­
logical worke written in it, which contain the body 
of Hindoo literature, law and ~ligion. 

When about the age of .isteen, I eompoeed .. 
manuecript calling. in queetion the vlllidity of the 
idolatroue eyetem of the Hindoo.. Thi., together 
with my known eentimrnta on that .ubjeet, having 
produced a eoolne .. ~etween me and my u.;mediate· 
kindred, I proceeded on my travell. and pUled 
through different countriee, ehieBy within, but .ome 
beyond, the b~u~de of Hindoetan, with a feeling of . 
great avermon to the eetabliahment of the Britiah 
power in India. Whim I had reached the age of 
twenty, my father recalled me. and reetored me to 
hia favour; after which I &ret laW and began to 
auociate with Europeane, and IOOD after made 
myeelf tolerably acquainted with their law. and form 
of government. Finding them generaUy more intelli­
gent, :nore eteady and moderate in their conduct, 
I gave up my prejudice againet them, and became 
inclined in their favour. feeling perlUAded that their 
rule, though a foreign yoke, would lead more 
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speedily and surely to the amelioration of the native 
inhabitants; and I enjoyed the confidence of sever,,1 
of them even in their public capacity. My continued 
controversiel with the Brahmins on the eubject of 
their idolatry and superstition. and my interference 
with their cUltom of burning widows. and other 
pernicious practices. revived and increased their 
animosity againot me; and through their inlluence 
with my family. my father was again obliged to 
withdraw hi. countenance openly. though his limited 
pecuniary .upport was atill continued to me. 

After my father' I death I opposed the advocate. 
of idolatry with ltill greater boldness. Availing 
my,elf of the art of printing. now established in 
India. I published various works and pamphlet. 
against their errors. in the native and foreign 
langUages. This raised .uch a feeling againat me. 
that I wa. at last de.erted by every person except 
two or three Scotch friend •• to whom. and the nation 
to which they belong. I alway. feel grateful. 

The lfOund which I took in all my controvenie. 
wa •• not that of opposition to Brahminism. but to a 
perversion of it ; and I endeavoured to show that the 
idolatry of the Brahmin. wa. contrary to the practice 
of their anceltOrl. and the principlea of the ancient 
book. and authoritiea which they profeas to revere 
and obey. Notwithatandinll the violence of the 
oppoaition and ","ietance to my opinions. aevera! 
hillhly ",.pectable person. both among my OWII 
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",Iationa and othen, began to adopt the lame 
aentimenll. 

I now felt a atrong wi.h to vi.it Europe, and 
obtain, by penonal obeervation, a more thorough 
insight into ill manner., custom., ",ligion, and 
political in.titutiona. I refrained, however, from 
carrying thi. intention into effect until the mende 
who coincided in my .entimenll .hould be increaeed 
in number and strength. My e:o:peclltiona having 
been at length realiaed, in November, 1830, I em. 
barked for England, as the. diecunion of the Eaet 
India Company's charter was expected to come on, 
by which the treatment of the nativel of India, and 
ill future government, would be detrrmined for 
many years to come, and an appeal to the King' in 
Council, againat the abolition of the practice of 
burning widow., was to be heard before the Privy 
Council: and hie Majeety the Emperor of Delhi had 
liJ.ewiae co~oioned me to bring before the 
authorities in EngIa'nd certain encroachmenll on h~ 
righll by the Eaet 'India Company. I accordingly 
arrived in England in April, 1831. 

I hope you will excuse the brevity of thia .ketch, 
.. I have no leieure at present to enter into 
partic:uIare : and 

I remain, &c:., 
RA.~ROY 





RAJAH RAMMOHUN ROY'S 
MISSION TO ENGLAND 

CHAPTER I 

Delhi Emperor appoints Rammohun as 
his agent to England. 

Rammohun Roy in early life served 
. the East India Co.-chietly at Rangpur­
for a decade and rose to the post of Diwan. 
On retirement (1814) he settled in Calcutta, 
whe.re he confined his activities to social, 
religious and -educational reforms-the 
dear objects of his life. He had for some 
time "felt a strong wish to visit Europe, 
and obtain, by personal observation, a 
more thorough insight into its manners, 
customs, religion, and political institu­
tions", and now an unlooked-for oppor­
tunity helped to bring about the early 
fulfilment of his desire. 

Abu-nasar Muin-ud-din Akbar-a 
nominal successor to the House of Taimur 
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-was then on the throne of Delhi. The 
powerless monarch considered himself un­
justly treated by the new lords of India. 
The amount of the stipend granted to him 
by the East India Co. was neither in con­
sonance with the treaty entered into by 
his father (Shah Alam II) with Lord 
Wellesley, nor sufficient for the growing 
needs of the royal household. Insults, 
moreover, were added ~ injustice. Lord 
Amherst, contrary to the custom observed 
by his predecessors, "reduced him, in tho 
form of communication, to the footing of 
an equal, and thereby robbed him even of 
the cheap gratifiCation ·of the usual cere­
monials of address, so as to humble him, 
as far as pos8ibl~, in the eyes of all ranks. 
of people ... • Th!, aggrieved potentate at 
last decided to represent his case to the 
King of Great Britain for redress. He was 
thus on the look out for an able and 
experienced man whom he could send as 
his envoy to the Court of Great Britain. It 
was Dabir-ud-daula, the agent to the King, 
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who approached Rammohun while in resi­
dence in Calcutta-having possibly heard 
of his contemplated visit to England. 
Rammohun at once signified his consent 
in an arzi to the King, dated 2nd March 
1828. This was answered by the King at 
the end of the same month, asking Ram­
mohun to draw up a draft appeal, both in 
Persian and in English, to the King of 
Great Britain ;- ' 

"Let our devoted 'servant know that his arzi. 
dated 2nd March 1828. was forwarded to 
the Presence by Dabir-ud-daula and ita 
contents were duly understood . 

. For " long time it hal been our royal desire to 
refer this affair lirat to Calcutta and sher­
ward. to England. in order that we might 
discover what degree of justice really obtains 
with this people. 

For various reasons. however. the reference has 
not yet taken place, and we therefore write 
this to instruct our devoted servant to send 
for our perusal a correct draft in Persian, 
together with ,translation of the same in 
English. 

Although, on account of the good services 
rendered by your grandfather to His late 
M"'esty. at the time of hi. residence in the 
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Eaatern Provinces. we had entire conJidence 
in you, now that we have learnt from the 
convenation oE Dabir-ud-daula the extent of 
your zeal and fidelity, we have become 
more EuIIy aati.fied that the arrangement of 
the effair which we have at heart, wiD ~ 
entirely effected by you; and we expect 
that, aa conaistent with your duty, you will 
exert youraelf to the beat of your ability in 
this business and act agreeably to our 
orden. 

Further we apprize you diat Dabir-ud-c:laula hal 
submitted several copies oE English papen, 
and two 'or three recently. and haa re­
presented that these documents wiD moat 
eoaentiaDy further the royal caUle. Wo 
therefore send them to our servant, and 
direct him to retain them in hie poaaesaion, 
if he cOlfaiden that they wiD be useful.' '. . 

Rammohun wanted to have copies of' 
certain documents which should accom­
pany the representation to the King ot 
Great Britain against the Company's 
Government. The King accordingly sent 
his wakil, Mirza Alzal Beg, charging him 

• Tranal.tion 01 • Penlaa letter hena H. M. !he Kin. 01 
Delhi. fa R.mmoh.... Roy B.h.odar.-l'aI. Can. 26-),1830. 
No. 97. 
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with a letter addressed to A. Stirling, the 
Persian Secretary to Government, who 
replied on 7th June 1828 in the following 
terms :-

". . . With regard to the copies required by you 
I. your expectant, think that it would be 
better if you required them from the office 
of the Resident of Shahiahanabad [Delhil. 
where all the papers are in deposit. and 
1 am certain that immediately upon requisi­
tion being made for the same by the officers 
of your eminence to the Resident Bahadur 
of Delhi. he will forthwith grant the lame to 
them-beyond is the limit of respect." 
(Pol. Praedg •. 7-11-1829. No. 82). 

Objection of the Government of Bengal. 

On 23rd October 1828 the Resident at 
Delhi-Sir Edward Colebrooke-received 
a sltukka from the King with a list of 
English papers· of which he required 
copies. to which the Resident answered by 
pleading his inability to comply. Not 
satisfied with this. the King transmitted a 
letter in the beginning of February 1829-

• For • liat 01 th ... documen ... Pol. Proal,.. 16-4-1830. 
No. 141. 
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through the Resident at Delhi-to the 
address of the Governor-General an­
nouncing his intention of appealing to the 
Sovereign of Great Britain on the subject 
of his claims to the whole revenue of the 
assigned territory and renewing in conse­
quence his application for copies of all 
papers connected with that question.-

The chance of securing copies of the 
documents being remote, it was thought 
advisable to forw:ard the original IEltter of. 
complaint to the King of Great Britain,­
with a duplicate of which Rammohun was 
to proceed to' England. Commanded by 
the King of Delhi, Rammohun submitted . 
the contents of tb:e document under cover 
of his letter, dated 23rd February 1829, to 
the Chief Secretary to Government:-

"A. the ..,bjeet of tbe enclooed packet con­
cerna the conduct of the local Government. 
I am commanded by Hi. Maje8ty Abu-nuar 
Muin-ud-din Muhammad Akbar Badobah 
to aubmit ih contenb to you for the 

• T _. of • Peniao '- ""'" H. M. !he Kin. of 
Ddhi. ID !he c-en-.c.-.J.-I'aI. Prod... 1),),1829. 
No. II. 
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information of the Right Hon 'ble the 
Governor-General in Council. that his 
Lordship may be prepared to meet its 
atatements and complaints as may be 
deemed expedient. 

The original letter to Hi. Britannic Majesty 
haa been already forwarded to England and 
I am preparing at the request of His Majesty 
to proceed thither with a duplicate." 
(Pol. Procdga. 13-3-1829. No. 19). 

The Government desired the Delhi 
Resident to intimate to the King of Delhi 
its surprise at the accusation advanced by 
him and wished to be informed whether 
the King acknowledged Rammohun Roy 
liS his Agent: 

"2. The Vice-President in Council deems it 
.ullicient for the present to desire that you 
will intimate- to Hia Majesty the .urprize 
with which Government perused the above 
communication and more particularly ita 
astonishment. at the unmeasured and un­
founded accu.ation which it advance. 
againat the Hon 'ble Company of having 
violated it. engagements with the Royal 
family. It i. not considered nece99ary to 
deviate from the re.olution before adopted 
regarding the papero which Hi. Majesty 
demanded. 
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"3. Babu Rammohun Roy, an inhabitant of 
Calcutta, havinll announced to Covernment 
that he is about to proceed to Enilland, 
under the Kina of Delhi'. appointment, a. 
the bearer of a letter of complaint from Hi. 
Majelty to our gracioua Sovereian Kina 
Ceorlle IV on the .ubject of the royal 
.tipend, I am further directed to deoire that 
you will aacertain frOI,D the Kinll whether he 
acknowledge. that perlon u his Alent."· 

On receipt of this the Resident at 
Delhi requested an audience of the King, 
which in consequence of the Ramzan fast 
was delayed until the morning of let April 
1829, when he attended His Majesty in 
his private· ap!trtments. The Resident· 
reported the sUb.stance of his conference 
thus: 

"2. His Majeaty acknowledlled the intention of 
deputinll Babu Rammohun Roy to England 
u his Alent to preaent a letter' to our 
gracioua Sovereian and mentioned that the 
individual in queation had been originally 
propwed for this aervice by F arid-ud..din 
Khan, commonly atyled Dabir-ud-daula. 
His Majeaty at the Ame time made his 

• Letts. doted 13 M ... 1829. hDlD A. SdtllD •• Des>F. S-. to 
Coot .. II> the Raideal .. DelhL-PoI. p,.,."... 1),),1829. No. 21. 
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munshi read to me the draft of the letter 
which he proposes to transmit to England, 
a fair copy of which under seal he informed 
me is already in the hands of Rammohun 
Roy. I expressed a wish to possess a' copy 
of the letter with a view to my laying before 
Government, instead of trusting to my own 
memory in quoting its purport, and I Was 
told that Rammohun Roy was understood 
to have already presented a copy of it to 
you ... 

3. His Majesty expressed much regret that any 
expressions in hi. letter to the Rt. Hon'ble 
the Governor-General should have been 
deemed objectionable, and added that 
nothing but extreme necessity could have 
driven him to such a course as the deputa­
tion of an Agent to England-that hi. 
former applications for an allowance. more 
adequate to his absolute wants, were occ!>­
.ionally met with a partial increase to the 
stipend but that from the state of his family, 
both indirect descendants and collateral 
relatives. those want. are daily aggravated 
-that in hi. solicitations to Earl Amherst 
he was content to have accepted as a boon 
any relief which might have been extended 
to hi. distress without reference to the 
amount of it as compared with what he con­
ceives himself entitled to claim. and that 
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deepair alone under a peremptory reEuaal 
hal induced him to make thi. appeal. 

4. In e:o:emplilication of theae diatreaaea. he 
observed that 25 year. all"O a .um of R.. 200 
per menaem had been lind for each of hi. 
brother. and .isten. which aum wu now t~ 
be divided amonll" their children and tp"and. 
children and that even with IUch further 
auiatance u it wu in his power to render 
them. lome of them had not more than 
R •. 5 per mensem and lome of them nothinll" 
at all ... • 

This definite reply from the Resident 
at Delhi placed the Governor-General in a 
position to submit-~ the Court of Directors' 
for their information, a copy of Ram· 
mohun Roy'jJ }etter, and that at the peti­
tion in the nam~ at the King of Delhi; . 
under cover at hjs Political letter dated 
22nd May 1829. 

Government w#hhoZd copleB Of 
officialletterB. 

Owing to his approaching departure 
for England Rammohun on behalf of his 

• Letta. doled 2Dd April 1829. hom .... R.idem ot DeIhl. 
10 the ~.! .... , 10 c...en.-.-I'coI. Pr«d,.. 2Z-~I829. 
No. 2. 
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master once more tried, by making a re­
presentation to the Government, to secure 
copies of the official papers required by the 
King which the Resident at Delhi had 
refused to furnish. But he was again 
unsuccessful. 

"I beg leave to acquaint you that entirely rely­
ing on the assurance conveyed in an address 
from Mr. Secretary Stirling His Majesty 
Abu-nasar Muin-ud-din Muhammad Akbar 
Badshah had requested the Resident st 
Delhi to furnish him with copies of certain 
official paper. ; but that to his great surprize 
Hi. Majesty wal informed that the Resident 
could not comply with the request. I now 
beg to be permitted to enclose a copy of the 
addrels alluded to with a translation in the 
hope that you may be pleased to lay them 
before the Right Hon 'ble the Governor­
General in Council and to obtain· an order 
from Hi. Lord.hip directing the Re.ident to 
grant the copiea required. 

My approaching departure for England on His 
Majesty' a business will make the early 
accordance of this favour a particular 
enhancement of its value:'· 

• Le."". d •• ..! Calcutta 26.h Oc.ober 1829, from 
Rammohun Roy. to the Chief Secretary to Govemment.­
Pol. Con. 7·11·1829, No. 81. 
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The legislation passed by the Bengal 
Government in December 1829 declaring 
Sati, or the practice of burning widows 
alive on the funeral pyres of their 
husbands, illegal was mainly responsible 
for further delay in the departure of Ram­
mohun. He had proved-much to the 
indignation of the orthodox Hindus-that 
the performance of this cruel rite was not 
enjoined by their religi<m as an impera­
tive duty, and. had even freely discussed 
with Governor-General Bentinck the best 
means that co~d be adopted Jor i~ 
suppression.· No wonder that this enact­
ment proved to be a BOurce of infinite 'joy 
to Rammohun, who found in it the fulfil­
ment of his desire to see his researches and' 
agitation crowneii with success. But the 
champions of the custom of Sati offered 8 

strong opposition to its abolition, and as 8 

last measure resolved to appeal to the 
King in Council. Rammohun was equal 
to the occasion. A counter-petition to the 
Memorial of the advocates of SaU, signed 

• Ben..,! CrimUud lad. C ..... 4-1201829. 
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by some distinguished Indians, was got 
ready and this Rammohun wanted to take 
with him for presentation to the House of 
Commons while there. There was a 
further object present in his mind, in his 
visit to England. "The discussion of the 
East India Company's charter was 
expected to come on, by which the treat­
ment of the natives of India, and its future 
government, would be determined for 
many years to come", and Rammohun 
thought that with his practical knowledge 
and information regarding Indian ques­
tions, he might be of some assistance in 
promoting the cause of his countrymen, if 

. he were present on the spot. 

The time being propitious, Ram­
mohun hastened to make preparations for 
his errand. The King of Delhi had in­
vested him with the title of Rajah, in 
consideration of the respectability attach­
ed to the office of his envoy, and Ram­
mohun thought it wise to get the adoption 
of this title sanctioned by the Paramount 
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Power. He thus addressed the Governor­
General on 8th January 1830.:-

"I beg leave to .ubmit to your Lord.hip that 
.ome month. ago 1 wa. informed by Hi. 
Maje.ty Abn-naa .. Muin-ud-din Muhammad 
Akbar Badahah that Hie Majeety had 
apprized your Lord.hip of my appointment 
a. hie Elchl (envoy) to the Court of Creat 
Britain. and of hi. havini been pleaHd to 
inve.t me .. Hi. Majeaty' •• ervant with the 
title of Rajah in conaideration of the re.peel­
ability attached to that .ituation. etc. Not 
being anxioUl for titular dietinction. 1 have 
hitherto refrained from availini mYHlf of 
the honour conferred on me by Hi. 
Majeaty. . '. 

Hi. Majeaty. however. being of opllllon tliat it 
ia enentiaDy neceuary for the dignity .of 
hie Royal HoUle. that I. .. the repreaenlA' 
tive thereof. to the moat powerful Monarch 
in Europe. and Agent for the aettlement of 
Hie Majeaty·. affair. with the Hon 'ble Eaat 
India Company. .houJd be inveated with the 
title above-mentioned, h.. graeiOUlly for­
warded to me a Hal engraveCi for the 
purpooe at Delhi. I. therefore, take the 

• I &ad Ihio letter .... be... priDred _ _ 165.«1 of 

Mba CoI1ot'. Lif- """ Left..., 0/ #WjIJ R.mmoIo... Ror (W 
edD. 1914). 
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liberty of laying the subject before your 
Lordship, hoping that you will be pleased 
to sanction my adoption of such title 
accordingly. This measure'will, I believe, 
be found to be consistent with former u~age 
as established by a resolution of Govern­
ment on the subject in 1827 when at the 
recommendation of the then Resident Sir 
Charles Metcalfe in his report of 26th June 
of that year, Hi. Majesty's power of con­
ferring honorary titles- on his own servants 
was fully recognized." (Pol. Con. 22-1-1830. 
No. 51). 

This was answered by Secretary 
Stirling on 15th January 1830:-

"Having submitted to the Right Honourable the 
. Governor-General in Council your letter 

dated 8th instant, I am in reply directed to 
acquaint you that Government can neither 
recognize your appointment as Envoy on 
the part of the King of Delhi to the Court 
of Great Britain, nor acquiesce in His 
Majesty', grant of a title to you, on the 
occasion of that appointment." (Pol. Con. 
22-1-1830, No. 52) . 

• For full partic:ulan .. to the- privilege of the King of 
Delhi to con!.,. tltl •• and .dd ..... of honou ..... Panjab Goo/. 
Record., Delhi RaoKlonCII, i. 3SS-60. 
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Next we find Rammohun vindicating 
his character from certain charges and 
insinuations that had appeared in the 
John Bull newspaper of 25th February 
1830, relative to some public documents on 
the subject of the royal stipend which, it 
was asserted by the newspaper, had been 
obtained by bribery from one of the public 
officers, In this connection he wrote to 
Secretary Stirling, on 7th March, 1830;-

"It having been brought to my notice by • 
friend that the John Bull newopaper of the 
25th ultimo h.. amonpt a tillue of, other 
f.lsehoocla and mioreprelentation. connecthd 
my name widt the charge of having' obtaineS 
certain paper. by bribery. I think it but. due 
to myoelf .. weD .. to the individual. in the 
empl~nt of Government who may be 
ouppooed Unplicated in ouch a charge. ~ 
deny the atregatiODl. 

All the pape .. alluded to were oent to me from 
Hi. Majeoty the King of Delhi-many of 
them he muot have had in hi. own poaoeo­
sion .. having been publicly addt_d to 
hie predecell"'" or himoelf. and otherl may 
have been procured by private favour from 
functionariel who were above the reach of 
bn'bery. But however thi. may be. I beg 
distinctly to repeat my aaoertion that .. far 
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as I am either directly or indirectly con­
cerned, the charge of bribery is absolutely 
false and unfounded. 

beg leave to submit for your satisfaction a 
letter of old date from His Majesty which 
will confirm what I have now stated. The 
handwriting you will readily recognize as 
that of the munshi usually employed by him, 
10 as .to leave on your mind no doubt of its 
authenticity." (Pol. Con. 26-3-1830, No. %). 

'False charge brought against Rammohun 
by the heir-apparent of Delhi Emperor­

Ramrnohun's spirited reply. 

Complaints against Rammohun had 
reached the Governor-General from 
another quarter also. Actuated by the 
desire of securing his future succession to 
the throne, the heir-apparent of Delhi 
was very unwilling to give offence to the 
Government by making himself a party 
to the mission of Rammohun, and it was 
quite natural that he should write against 
the Rajah to the Governor-General, attri­
buting artifice to him. In his letter, 
written in the first week of April 1830, 

2 
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to the Governor-General, the Prince 
remarked: 

". • . • In these daya certain low intril(Uing 
penon. conapirina together have, by un­
founded assertiona, pined over the King to 
their party and have· brought about great 
miac:hief and confusion, and it i. owing to 
them that certain improper thinge have 
taken place, from which, unlell checked 
and rendered by the British Covernment and 
unIeu those false and intriguing perlOn. 
receive the punishment due to their crime., 
the moat serioUi evil. may enlUe. On 
these groun"ds, considering your Lordship • a 
just and wise ruler and both a faithful 
servant of the Hon'ble Company and a 
well-wilha: to me, I have therefore com. 
mitted to ..pting, under four head., the acta 
and misdeeds of which I complain .... 

Afzal Beg [wa/cil to H. M.J on hi. arrival in 
Calcutta lOOn evinced the evil nature of hi. 
diapoaition and having formed '"" intimac:y 
with one Rammohun Roy, a Bengali, reo 
presented to Hi. Majelty that the latter had 
formerly been a friend 01 the late Oabir-ud­
daula Khwaja Farid Khan. The fact i. that 
during the time of the late Oabir-ud-daula 
I never once heard of thi. Rammohun Roy, 
nOl' did I ever see any mention of him in 
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any arzi that was presented by Dabir-ud­
daul~ to His Majesty. Doubtless therefore 
that letter is a forged one which was pro­
duced by Afnl Beg as from Dabir-ud-daula 
in which the latter', acquaintance with the 
aforesaid Bengali is asserted. This forgery 
has been committed with the knowledge of 
Mirza Salim by Sohun Lal, Abal Beg and 
Rammohun. 

Thirdly-the laid Afzal Beg has been endeav­
ouring in collusion with Sohun Lal under 
the direction. of Mirza Salim, and with the 
aid of Rammohun, to effect the abolition of 
the Company'. Ada/at at Delhi, and to 
introduce the jurisdiction of the Supreme or 
King', Court in ita place ...... 

Rammohun was highly displeased 
when the Prince's behaviour came to his 
knowledge, but he refrained from making 
fl suitable reply at the time. Anxious as he 
was to secure an early voyage to England, 
he became afraid lest the Indian Govern­
ment should refuse him a passport, 

• Eztract hom the ....... of a Pem... lettor (reed. 17th 
April 1830) fram Hi. Ro)'1ll Hiahneoo the Hoir-apparent at 
Deihl. 10 the Covorno..conoral-Iorwanled by Mr. T. Metcalfe, 
in cha, .. of the P.lace Affain under hi' covering letter. dated. 
6.h April. 1830.-1'0/. Proedl/O. 23 JulJ 1830, No. 98. 
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and the fear was strengthel}ed by its 
flat refusal to recognize his embassy and 
title, which was followed in swift succes­
sion by the charges levelled against him 
in the John Bull, and the reflection on his 
conduct by the heir-apparent of Delhi. 

He was, however, .shrewd enough to 
disarm official hostility by representing 
to the Governor-General that, on various 
considerations, he had decided to proceed 
t.o England as a private individual, divellt­
ing himself of &:11 public character:- . 

"From the kindne .. I have eo often experienced 
from your LorcLohip, I truat to be pardoned 
for ~.; preent intruaion in a matter eolely 
c:oncemins' myoelf. but in which your 
LorcLohip'. "c:onde.c:en.ion h.. induced me 
to penuade myoelf that you are pleaoed to 
take eorne interat. 

Havins at Iensth wnnounted aU theobHacle. 
of a dome.tic Dature that have hitherto 
oppoRd my Ions cheri.hed intention of 
viaitins Ensland, I am now reaolved to pro­
ceed to that land of liberty by one of the . 
v_I. that wmAil in November, and from 
a due reprd to the purport of the late 
Mr. Secretary Stirlins'. letter of 15th January 
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last. and other considerations. I have deter­
mined not to appear there as the Envoy of 
His Majesty Akbar the Second. but as a 
private individual. 

am satisfied that in thus divesting myself of 
all public character. my zealous services in 
behalf of His Majesty need not be abated. 
I even trust tha.t their chance of success may 
be improved by being thus exempted 
from all jealousy oE a political nature to 
which they might by misapprehension be 
subjected. 

As public report has fixed an early day in 
October for your Lordship' s departure to 
examine personally into the condition of the 
inhabitants of the Upper Provinces. I ·take 
the present occaaion a8 the last that may 
olIer in this country for the expression of 
my sincere wishes for your Lordship' s 
success in all your philanthropic designs for 
the improvement and benefit of my country­
men, I need not add that any c:.omrnands 
for England with which your Lordship may 
honour me .hall receive from me the most 
respectful attention. and I beg to 8ubscribe 
myaelf your Lord.hip· s most humble and 
grateful servant:'· 

• Thll letter. written perhape in September 1830 ... printed 
in Mi.. Collet'. book, pp. 161\.69, I haw not been able 
to trace it In the Imperial Record Of6ce. c.Icutta. 



22 RAMMOHUN ROY [Of. I 

Rammohun mus' have applied for 
passports, either at the end of September 
or in the Brst week of October 1830, as the 
following entries would show:-

"The 5eaetary reporta that an order for the 
reception on board the A "'ion of a native 
Gentleman named Rammohun Roy proceed­
in&' to England w.. lI"anted on the 7th 
inatant. on an application duly made by him 
for the purpose." (public Bodll Sheet. 
12 Oct. 1830. No. 9S). . 

"Order. for reception lI"anted to Ramrutton 
Mookerjee; Hurichum 0011 a'rld Sheik 
BlIlI:oo·-ISih November proceedin, to 
England in attendance on Rammohun Roy . . 

• The R.joIt _ 'cc uijtaDlec/ loy • ....,. nomecI R.ioh 
R.m wh_ he hod brou.ht up .. hie _. But R.ioh Rom'. 
Dame cIoeo _ .ppeu ID tho orden fM -"'" on ltaud. 
W .. Shaikh Bokhohu the orIlIi.w __ of R.ioh Rom. .... 
woo he the wuh ........ who to ooId In S- ... .....,.".. lrom 
tho Iii. of IUmmolta" R41I (8enpll) It,. Naado Molt .... CJwt..jI. 
(Col. 2nd end.. p. 63). 10 ..... .- mpoided RommohWl 10 
En!li.ncI? There __ he _ doubt thot R.jah Rom w .. with 
Romruohua ID En!li.nd ond thot hio __ cIoeo __ 
iD tho IJ.t of Rommoh .... •• _~ OD ltaud. It to _ 
c:eIv.bIe thot thio ....,. of .hoot 12. ltD oIIepd offoprtn. of the 
R.ioIt. _ ... Eo ..... oIoDe. n.. ""'" 001_ of the riddle 
to 10 __ thot R.jah Rom ooiled unde. tho __ of ShoikIt 
lIoldtoh .. 
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on the A Ibion." (Public Body Sheet, 
16 Nov. 1830). 

Immediately before he left India, 
Rammohun wrote an arzi to the Prince, 
dated lOth November 1830, boldly defend­
ing his conduct and expressing his indig­
nation at the attitude recently adopted by 
the heir-apparent. This arzi reached the 
Delhi Residency through the post office 
and was ultimately forwarded to its desti­
nation by the Resident. We quote the 
English translation of this highly interest­
ing document below;-

. "My representation i. that in obedience to the 
order. of His Majesty, having attentively 
perused the treaty between the Hon'ble 
Company and his late father with other 
papers relating thereto, I found His 
Majesty's right to the revenue of the terri­
tories west of the Jumna amounting to up­
wards of 30 lakh. of Rupee. clearly and 
incontestably established by those docu­
ments, notwithstanding which the Hon'ble 
Company pay him only 12 lakh •. 

A. Hi. Majesty after experiencing the frustra­
tion of hi. hopes from the Hon'ble Company 
in Calcutta was pleased to appeal his case 
to Hi. Maiesty the King of England and 
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condeacended to require my .ervice.. at one I 
of the humblest of the .ubjecll of hi. 
Britannic Majesty. and being impre .. ed with 
the justice and dignity of the Briti.h nation 
and living at I fearleilly do under the 
protecting inlIuence of the Briti.h lawl of 
juotice. among the high and the low and in 
the hope of pleating the great Creator and 
meeting the wishel of Hi. Majelly. at weD 
at from my own feelinp of commi.eratio:l 
for the indigent condition of the iDUitrioUi 
HOUle of T aimur. I accepted the .emce to 
the end that the rightful might obtain juetice 
and that thil augUlt family might live 
in contentment in the enjoymenr of an' 
increased income. I accordingly prepared, an 
addre .. in Perlian to Hi. Britannic Majelty. 
which.' with a translation thereof. I wI.. 
Omitted to Hi. Majelly (at Delhi) and which 
being approved of. I w .. ordned to forward 
it to ill deotination. and to remit no 
endeavour in my power towarda obtaining 
justice for the Royal family. I have. 
however;.inca learned that your Highneos 
h.. written a letter to Hi. Lord.hip. 
wherein. inotead of favourable mention, ill 
report he. been made of. and artifice 
attributed to me. If your Highn... had 
reSected but for a moment you would not 
have acted thUi. The honourable of aD 
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castes practise not artifices even for their 
own benefit, much less will they commit 
such an act of baseness for the good of 
others. I swear by the one and true God, 
that respect alone for your Royal house 
prevented my making a suitable communi. 
cation to the Government, at the same time. 
allow me to conclude this representation 
with the following· observation. Those who 
do not comprehend their own good or evil. 
cannot comprehend the good or evil of 
others. 

May your prosperity increase." (Pol. Procclg •. 
21·1.1831, No. 16). 

This letter of Rammohun was far 
from being palatable to the Prince, who 
expressed his dissatisfaction in a shukka, 
dated 19th December 1830 (3 Rajab 1246 
II.), addressed to the Resident at Delhi, 
an English translation of which is given 
below:-

'" have received the ani of Rammohun Roy, 
forwarded by you, and am much annoyed 
at the haughty, petulant and audacious tone 
in which it haa been penned. As the 
author of it hal never had any concern with 
my family, nor have' eVer before received 
an arzi from or addressed a ohukka to him, 
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I have poaitively declined an_eriq it. 
Candour and lincerity however required 
me to eJ:plain the 1P'0und. of my di.pleaaure 
with Rammohun Roy. which are .. followl : 

lot. It became known to me that Rammohuft 
Roy. in concert with Afzal Beg. the Agent 
of hie Majeety. Itated to the Government 
hie acquaintance with Hi. Majeoty from the 
lifetime of the late Dabir.ud-daula Khwaj,. 
F arid Khan. Thil being a lP'oal and bare­
faced falaehood. that w.. calculated to 
deceive. I w.. prompted by a regard to 
truth to bring it to the notice of Government 
and I did 10. ac:c:ordingly. 

2nd. Being .. ti.fied that the .. id Rammllhun 
wished. by milleadng the King regarding 
an a~imentation of the royal otipend. to 
create a difference between Hie MajeotY 
and the Hon 'ble Company. a circumotanc:e 
that I could not tolerate. I alated the fact 
for the information of Government with a 
view to their adopting IUc~ meuureo in 
c:oneequence .. they might deem Proper. 

3rd. I repeatedly heard that Ramrnohun Roy 
and Afzal Beg had thrown out bue inainua­
tiona regarding me. Theae c:alumnie. 
naturally ezc:ited my indignation to the 
higheot pitch. but being unable to reaent 
them, in the way that friend. di.c1oee their 
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distresses to. friends. I represented the 
circumstance to Government. 

It would appear that Rammohun Roy on being 
informed of this. thought proper to address 
me on the subject. and in hi. own opinion 
he hal perhaps apologized. but the style 
and purport of this arzi sufficiently vindicate 
the presumption and effrontery of the man. 
A copy of the arzi is herewith enclosed for 
your perusal. 

Another motive which he had in sending the 
arzi in question was that he might intimidate 
me into returning a reply to it. which he 
would produce to Government as a proof 
that he was constituted Agent on the part 
of all, and was proceeding accordingly in 
that capacity to London in order that the 
Governmen~ might not prevent his depar­
ture. It is therefore proper that you peruse 
this with attention and make a suitable 
report to the Government, forwarding with 
it copies of this and of Rammohun's arzi. 
to the end, that my great regard for the 
Government with my helplessne.s on the 
present occasion be thoroughly manifest." 
(Pol. ProcJ/l" 21-1-1831. No. 16). 

Rammohun-then about 56-was the 
first Brahman and the first Hindu of 
eminence to cross the Kdldpdni (Black 
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I have potlitively declined anawerina it. 
Candour and .ineerity however require& 
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wished, by misleadng the King regarding 
an a~imentation of the royal atipend. to 
create a difference between Hi. MajestY 
and the Hoi. 'ble Company, a circumatance 
that I could not tolerate, I atated the fact 
for the information of Covemment with a 
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high.. pitch, but being wble to reaent 
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distresses to. friends. I represented the 
circumstance to Government. 

It would appear that Rammohun Roy on being 
informed of this. thought proper to addre.8 
me on the aubject. and in his own opinion 
he haa perhapa apologized. but the style 
and purport of this a,z; sufficiently vindicate 
the preaumption and effrontery of the man. 
A copy of the a,zi is herewith enclosed for 
your perusal. 

Another motive which he had in sending the 
arzi in question was that he might intimidate 
me into returning a reply to it. which he 
would produce to Government as a proof 
that he was constituted Agent 0';; the part 
of all. and was proceeding accordingly in 
that capacity to London in order that the 
Governmen~ might not prevent his depar­
ture. It is therefore proper that you peruse 
this with attention and make a suitable 
report to the Government. forwarding with 
it copiea of this and of Rammohun·. arzi, 
to 'the end. that my great regard for the 
Government with my helplessness on the 
present occasion be thoroughly manifest." 
(Pol. Proedg •. 21-1-1831. No. 16). 

Rammohun-then about 56-was the 
first Brahman and the first Hindu of 
eminence to cross the Ktildpdni (Black 
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Water)-an insuperable barrier imposed 
by the Hindu custom and superstition tor 
ages. He sailed· trom Calcutta on 15th 
November 1830 by the Albion, bound tor 
Liverpool, and reached England on 8th 
April· 1831 after a voyage which was 
anything but peaceful. 

• It ... ~ ill' o4IiciaJ q_ dw the CW.U ... 
Queen. Baiza 8.1. heel ""poIDied R.mmohUD to .ep._at h .. 
cue In En ..... d, 

"2. Faom • ..- from M.. R-. .-..ed _ cia,. ..... 
h appeana dw Her HiP- (Beiza BaJ) .... .... 
edvIoed by s.an- Ow. ...·Nair of the Ape Coutt. 
fa oppoiat R.mmohaa Reap her Arab_dO' ill EnaJ-d 
and I oaopect from Her Hip-·. ...... 00 ........ 

for • reply and Madiq her ICharIteh throup _ dw 
oach • iadoed bear ...-:' -l.eaer. dated • New. 
1833. from R. c.-.dioh. ReaoIdeat at CwaIIar. to .... 
S-. to c... •• _ Fort W .... (pel. Con. 21 New. 
1m. No. 491. 



CHAPTER II 

Dinner to Rarnrnohun in London. 

Public honours came thick and fast 
upon Rammohun while in England. His 
reception among the Anglo-Indian officials 
appeared to have brought about a change 

. in the attitude of the East India Company, 
who had refused to recognize his official 
position and the title. On 6th July 1831 
they entertained him at a dinner at the 
City of London Tavern, attended by about 
80 distinguished guests, the Chairman of 
the Company presiding. It is interesting 
to read the account of this entertainment, 
published in the pages of a contemporary 
journal: 

"It wa. what i. called a family dinner. in contra­
distinction to the grand feast given upon 
the eve of the departure of a governor for 
India. .. The Chairman said.... "They 
had been honoured with a visit from the 
distinguished native of a great country. 
Those to whom he had the honour of 
proposing the health of Rammohun Roy 
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were aware of the . virtue. of the 
dilltingui.hed Brahman. of the vut .ervice. 
he had rendered to the Indien community. 
and of the effect wch an exemple we. 
calculated to produce. Like the bee. 
which aucked the choiceat aweeta from 
the /lower. of the garden. the Brahman 
collected from the boundle.. .tore. 
of knowledge. to which from travel 
and atudy he had acce ... the richeat intellec­
tual treaaure.. The ~eception which the 
Brahman had met with would. it w .. to be 
hoped, inlluence other able and in/luential 
member. of the Eaatem community to vialt 
England.' 

Rammohun Roy rose, and in a very graceful 
manno;r .addreaaed the company. That da, 
waa, he aaid, one to which he had looked 
forWard witli the greateR degree of expect.- . 
tion. It rejolced him to be aeated amongtt 
a body of gentlemen who had with weft 
humanity and kindnen carried on the 
government of India. Before the period at 
which India hed become tributary to 
Creat Britain, it waa the acene of the moot 

frequent and bloody conlIicta. In the 
vanoua provincea of. the Eaotem dominicma, 
nothing WIll to be aeen but plunder and 
devaatation: there waa no aec:urity for 
property or for life, until, by the interference 
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of this country, the great sources of discord 
were checked, education had advanced, 
and the example of the British system of 
dominion had " conciliating effect upon the 
natives' of the East. He felt most grateful 
to the various illustrious persons who had 
filled from time to time the office of 
Governor General-to Lords Cornwallis, 
Wellesley, and Hastings,*-ay, and to the 
nobleman at present in power, Lord 
William Bentinck, who had laid aside every­
thing like show or ostentation, and 
exhibited no symptom of arbitrary authority, 
but, on the contrary, had done all in 
hi. power to gain the good opinions of the 
natives of India, and so raise them in the 
scale of nations. He felt proud and grate­
ful at what India was experiencing, and he 
trusted that so long as she should remain 
amongst the nations of the earth, she would 
be ruled by Government equally popular 
and distinguished by similar acts of 
kindness, conciliation and humanity ... 

It was rather curious to see the Brahman 
surrounded by hearty feeders upon turtle 
and venison and champagne and touching 
nothing himself but rice and cold water. "t 

• The .beence of Lord Amhont· ... ame t. uani6eant. 
t Asi.,;c loumal. Au •. 1831. pp. 236-37. 
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Rammohun received cordially at the 
English royal Court. 

The Home Government, however. 
recognized his embassy and 'title. Royalty 
itself honoured Rammohun. 

"At the levee held .t the P~I.ce. St. J.me.· •• 
on the 7th September [1831). the Rajah 
Rammohun Roy wu introduced to .n 
.udience of the King [William IV) by the 
Right Hon. Charle. Gr.nt. the Preoident of 
the Board of Control. .nd wu IDOIt. 
grscioualy received. The R.jah wore the 
coetume ~ ~ Brahman. viz. the turb.n .nd 
kebah. The latier wu colllPOll'd of purple 
velvet. embroidered with gold." (Court 
Circular). 

At the Coronation this distinguished 
visitor from India had a place assigned to 
him among the Ambassadors of ihe 
Crowned Heads of Europe. He was also 
received with the utmost consideration on 
his visit to France during the autumn of 
1832. He was introduced to Louis 
Philippe. with whom he bad the honour 
of dining more than once.· The Royal 

• n.. r- 0- in Ea.-,I ., ",. RIJjJo ~ RIIII 
I>y Mary Ca.p.aIeor. (W eda.J p. (II. 



Raja Rammohon Roy 

From a Crystal Seal now in the possession of the 
family of the late Mr. A. M. Bose. 

Lord William Bentinck 
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Asiatic Society (of Great Britain) invited 
the presence of Rammohun at its 10th 
Annual Meeting held on 11 th May 1833. 
The Rajah delivered a short speech* on 
the occasion. 

Miss Collet has truly observed: 
"Rammohun's three years in the West 
form the crown and consummation of his 
life's work." The three principal objects 
'which brought him to England were one 
by one crowned with success. 

The Rajah had indeed a very busy 
tim~ of it. He presented the counter­
petition-brought from Indiat~to the 
House of Commons and had the satisfac­
tion of being present when the appeal to 
the King in Council for the renewal of the 
Sati atrocities was rejected and the deci­
sion announced, on 11th July 1832. 

Rammohun, as a recognized authority 
on Indian questions, was called upon to 

• For Ih •• pooch of tho Rajah. Aoiali. loam.l. May-AulJ. 
1833. p. 224. 

t Fora copy of thia petition. _ A.iati. loam •• May 
1831. pp. 20-21. 

3 
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give evidence before the Select Committee 
of the House of Commons-appointed to 
consider the renewal of the Company's 
charter. Though he declined to appear 
before it, he by successive "communica­
tions to the Board of Control" gave his 
views on the Revenue and Judicial 
systems, and the condition of the people 
of India which undoubtedly evince acute­
ness of observation and depth of reflec­
tion. These co~munications bet",een 
Rammohun and the Board of Control 
passed during the months of August and 
September 1831'and were embodied in the 
Blue-books. 

Delhi Emperor's claims urged in 
England-settlement. 

The mission from the King of Delhi 
was ever present in the mind of Ram­
mohun. Although he had proceeded 
thither as a private individual, it appears 
from Governor-General Bentinck's Poli­
tical Despatch to the Court of Directors 
that he avowed himself as the Agent of 
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the King of Delhi after his arrival in 
England: 

"In the course of my route from Roopur to 
this place I learned from various sources. 
as well as from the English newspapers 
received by the Thomas Grenville. that 
Rammohun Roy had avowed himself in 
England the accredited Agent of the King 
of Delhi,"· 

Rammohun delivered to the Court of 
Directors, and circulated before influential 
personages, a printed statement on the 
subjllct of the claims of the Delhi King, 
c!>rresponding in substance with the letter 
from the King of Delhi to His Majesty, 
George the Fourth, t which he had framed 
in English and Persian. 

The Court of Directors had received 
during 1828-1831 several despatches from 
the Government of Bengal regarding the 
claims of the King of Delhi and the 
mission of Rammohun, but they had 
hitherto remained passive. It was only 
when Rammohun began an agitation of 

• Pol. Deo".".,.. No. 22 d.,ed 10 Dec. 1831. para 2. 
t AaoN. loa ..... Jany. 1834. p. 57. 



36 RAMMOHUN ROY [at. 0 

this question in England· that they found 
it unwise to leave the matter unsettled. 
In their Political letter No.5, dated 
London 13th February 1833, addressed to 
the Governor-General in Council, Fort 
William, Bengal, they sanctioned an 
addition of three lakhs of Rupees per 
annum to the stipend of the Delhi King: 

".. We now reply to YOID' Iette.. in the 
Political Department dated 

3rd July 1828, par.. 66 to 79 
22nd May 182~ (whole) 
9th October 1830, para. 48-49 

14th October 1830, par .. 169-171 lie 334 
in which yoU acquaint ua with the pe~ 

.... ... obihlUl' .... b of RammobUD, CODbibuteci to !he 
..4-.: laG""" &,. (acconIiq to M;. ColI .. , Mr. Saadford 
Amat. who .... eo! the Rajeb while ill Eapnd _ hlo Pm ... 
Secrewy. _ &ad ..... : 

"A ....... lime Ioefaoe hll deed.. be bed broaaht hll 
aelJOliati- with the 8ritbh Cooe; al:, _ bebaIl 
of the KiD. of DelhI, to • ..--fUJ cJ.e, &,. • 
~ wi'" the MiDioten of the c-.. whlcb 
will odd £30.000 ~_ 10 !he otipad of the MopJ. 
..d. 01 .......... • PiJ;ardoa t ..... pL." 1M 
IDdiaa JIeftDIIe. The d f em' .1=....... 
~"S .. _ ill Ihio ...... odd_ to the .-pie 
.0 __ of the Mop! pas ' ad hlo beba, II II 
oaid. will pill r- II ...... s 'wi _ of p.ooo 
... £4.000 _.- jNoo, lIB, .' 3lIIj, 
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claims upon your Government advanced by 
the King of Delhi with the application made 
to you by Rammohun Roy on the part of 
the King. and hi. departure for England 
with a view to the prosecution of these 
claims. And we now proceed to state the 
opinion which we have been led to form on 
the question of the augmentation of the 
stipend of the Royal Family founded on a 
mature consideration of all the documents 
to which you have referred us in the letters 
above acknowledged. 

2. It is not our intention. nor do we deem it at 
present necessary t to enter into a discussion 
of the various points that have "risen out 
of the agitation of this question being 
persuaded of their tendency rather to 
embarrass and impede. than to facilitate 
a so";nd and satisfactory decision. 

3. We are willing to sanction an extension of 
the provision at present fixed for the support 
of His Majesty and the Royal Family to 
1 S lakhs of Rupees per annum leaving it to 
your discretion to distribute the additional 
three lalUls among the member! of the 
family in such manner as may appear to 
you most just and proper upon a 
consideration of their respective claims. 

4. It must be distinctly understood that the 
further pecuniary grants which we have 
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now authorized are to be received by the 
King of Delhi in fun aatiafaction of all 
claima of every description that he may be 
lupposed to poelese. 

S. We think it expedient to advert alao to the 
representatione regarding the ruinoUi .tate 
of the Palace at Delhi and the expense 
neceeaary for puttins it in repair. If the 
increased annual allowance to be made to 
the Family would, in your opinion, be too 
much pretsed upon by puttins the palace 
in repair we think that an adequate sum 
might be granted by you for that purpoae.. 
The charge .of afterward. keeping it in. 
repair .hould· reat entirely with the head 
of the family." . 

This decision of the Court of Directors 
was formally conveyed to tl}.e King of' 
Delhi by Mr. Fraser, the Agent to the 
Governor-General at Delhi, in his letter 
dated 12th July 1833. The King, however. 
declined to accept the conditions proposed 
until he had received instructions from 
Rammohun Roy. his Agent in England. 
which were daily expected: 

'" have received your petition, dated 12th July 
1833, representing that the Hon'ble the' 
Court of Direclorl had been pleased to' 
sanction an increase of three lakha of 
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Rupees a year on the fixed tribute 
(peshkush). but that this addition was to be 
understood as answering the demands made 
through Rajah Rammohun Roy. informing 
me likewise that it was left to the discretion 
of the Government here to distribute the 
sum amongst the members of lhe Royal 
Family. and that a part of the amount 
would be set aside for repairing the palace 
and its buildings. I have understood 
p'erfectly what you represent. 

That the Court of Directors should have caused 
this addition to the annual provision 
(peshkush) has very sensibly gratified me. 
But ae my claims. which rest upon compacts 
concluded with officers of the Company. 
are of higher nature and the Royal Agent 
I have sent for the purpose of prosecuting 
them is still in England. until I receive 

information from him I must decline 
acceding to the conditions proposed. 
etated this to you when you waited upon 
me in person ... · (Pol. Procd,l" 2 Aug. 1833. 
No. 13). 

Mr. Fraser forwarded a translation of 
the Delhi King's reply to the Secretary to 
Government, Pol. Dept. and remarked in 
his covering letter dated 18th July 1833: 
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"3. I wa. informed the day before yeeterday 
that letter. had been received from 
Rammohun Roy on that date recommendin; 
Hie Majeety to reject any offer' which might 
be made to incline Hi. Maje.ty to forego 
the benefit of thOle c1aime preferred in 
England, which it wu probable would be 
conceded through the exertion. of hi. 
Agent." (Pol. Procd,.. UI833, No. 13). 

The Governor-General in Council 
reported to the home authorities that the 
Delhi King had'declined their ofTer.- The 
Court of Directors replied as tollows:-'-

"2. The King of' pelhi havin; refueed to accept" 
the increaaed provieion granted by UI. on 
the condition annexed to it, until he .hould 
receive Ewther information from hie Agent 
in England,' you very properly apprize-i' 
him, that )'00 did not deem youraelve. al 
liberty to enter into any further dilCUllion 
on the eubject, and that the fact of hi. 
having declined the offer would be made 
known to UI. You will apprize ue if any 
new application .hould be received from 
him; but in the event of hie hereafter 
offering to accept the propoaed increue, 
with the condition annexed to it, you will 

• Pol. l.e&r 10 1M Caa" of ~. No. I dated 2 Sepor, 
1833. _ 42-44. 
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consider yourselves at liberty to carry the 
arrangement authorized in our instructions 
of 13th February 1833. into complete 
effect ... • 

Delhi Emperor accepts the increase 01 his 
pension. 

The unfortunate death of Rammohun, 
which occurred on 27th September 1833, 
sorely disappointed the Emperor of Delhi 
and retarded the prosecution of his claims. 
He was thus. obliged to be content with 
what had already been offered to him. In 
his letter, dated 13th September 1834, to 
Mr. W. Fraser, the Governor-General's 
Agent at Delhi-an English translation of 
which is quoted below-he expressed 
himself willing, although somewhat 
vaguely, to accept the increase of his 
e;tipend by three lakhs of Rupees per 
annum: 

"Your petition.-in reply to our letter calling for 
information on the determination of Govern­
ment to increase the amount originally 

• Pol. Letter lrom tla. Coart of Diredot8, No. 14 dated 
London 1 May I83S. 
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proposed. oil:. three lakhs of Rupee.. allO 
intimating. that in the event of no Dugmenta. 
tion having been made. to send the amount 
from the date of ito becoming appropriated. 
-hal been received ........ epre.enting that no 
inatructioM have been received from the 
Presidency in reply to your petition [and) 
alao III1ggeating that we .hould write • 
letter. in the event of having accepted the 
illCl'eue. agreeina to. the condition. upon 
which it ;. to be made. [in order) to 
forward [it) with a report and to act u 
.hould be directed. In your firet petition 
to UI on the III1bject you stated that one of 
the conditio ... on which the incre~ .hould· 
be made ;. that the part of it .0 di.buroed' 
.hould, be apportioned to individual. of our 
House i~ conformity with tbe wi.hea .. r. 
Government: Another condition wu to 
abetain from prosecuting the matter. 
entrueted to Rajah Rammohun Baboo. A 
third condition wu that the Royal Pa~ 
and ito buildinp .hould be kept in repair 
by an uaianment of money out' of the 
increased allowance. Now. the etate of the 
matter ;. thUi : The apportionment of 
IRDIIa of money out of the addition proposed 
to those of our family who .haD receive 
them, will be done with the knowledge of 
the OIIicero of G""emment. In reprd to 
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not prosecuting claims on account of which 
Rajah Rammohun Roy was sent to England, 
this person was commissioned to obtain an 
increase according with the engagements 
and promises of the Government. If the 
Justice of the Court of Directors i. satisfied 
with the increase now made, have I the 
power (zor) to obtain a larger increase or 
to enforce the engagements of the Govern­
ment? Helplessly, on account of the 
clamor of debtors occasioned by our heavy 
daily expenses and the large outlay incurred 
by sending an Agent to England which •• 
very great, the increase proposed 18 

accepted. But as our claims according ti> 
the engagements of Government are 
greater, ascertain and report [ao) to the 
reason of three lakhs of Rupees per annum 
being fixed upon, and what are the ground. 
of making an additional aIlowance only to 
this amount. With respect to titles and 
ceremoniel which were subject of complaint 
on our part through the Rajah, I shall 
observe, that 8S our favour was increased 
towards Lord Amherst, by our favour 
al80 the lame wiII continue (meaning 
future Governors wiIl be received as 
Lord Amherst was received) and Lord 
William Bentinck may now address me 
as wa. before usual or in the styie adopted 
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by Lord Amher.t. In thi. re.pect I wi.It 
to pleaie the Governor General. The 
repair of the Royal Palace and ito build­
inp, I, of coupe, delire for my own 
comfort, and it will be done, a monthly 
amount being .et a.ide for the purpole. 
Do you now, aware of the preooina claim. 
of our debtors and the otraitne.. of our 
meana even for daily open.e., write quickly 
to Government and obtain the amount of 

'inereaoe of tribute from the date of ito offer 
up to the preoent' day." (Pol. Con. 
16-10-1834. No. 22). 

Mr. Fraser, however, suggested 
respectfully to the King to "si~ify i~ 
explicit terms his pleasure and the 
acceptance of the proposed increase to 'the 
stipend, with the attached conditions, if 
he thought proper to do so, by which' 
means future n1isunderstandings would 
be obviated."· This the King of Delhi 
did in a letter, dated 14th October 1834. t 

What Rammohun did lor the 
Delhi Emperor. 

The foregoing facts can leave no doubt 
in a reasonable mind that Rammohun had 

• Pol. Con. 16 0ctx0J- 1834. No. 21. 
t Pol. Ptoed ... 31 Decembor 1834. No. IS. 
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before his death effected the object of his 
mission, at least in part. We are there­
fore surprised to read the following 
remarks in a letter, signed "A. R", 
published in the Asiatic Journal (Jany. 
1834, p. 57) :-

"No negotiation on the subiect, verbal or 
written, was carried on with Rammohun 
Roy ; neither has his mission b~en referred 
to in the Court'. instructions to the Supreme 
Government of Bengal, as having had any 
in.Auence or concern whatever in their 
resolution to augment the stipend of the 
royal family of Delhi. That augmentation 
was founded exclusively on a consideration 
of the condition and exigencies of the King 
and hi. family, as represented through the 
channel of the local Government, and was 
the result of a specific reference on that 
subiect from the Governor General in 
Council to the Court of Directors, and would 
have taken place although Rammohun Roy 
had never made his appearance In 

England." 

This attempt at saving official prestige 
must have emanated from some official 
source, and the historian cannot support 
it. That the impecunious Emperor of 
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Delhi-prior to the deputation of Ram­
mohun as envoy to the Court of Great 
Britain-failed to achieve any redress of 
his grievances from the local Government, 
despite his repeated elIorts for half a 
decade, will be evident from the following 
translation of a shukka which he 
addressed to the Resident at Delhi in 
November 1831:-

" ...... I had invariabl7 looked for relief from the 
Government in every caae through the 
medium of the Resident in attendance at 
my Court, and that I had alway. continu~d 
to make hi";.the channel of comm~nicatin8 
my grievance. to the Government. but ·that 
no ODe. had ever exerted himself. in any 
instance. in my case. Providence at length. 
favored me ,.,ith a vieit from Lord Amhent. 
which I hailed with feelingo of the fulle.t 
confidence and delight at the prospect which 
it afforded of securing to me the fulfilment 
of the pledge. that had been Kiven. me and 
the realization of all my desire.. I accord­
ingly did everything in my power to please 
Hi. Lordship. and showed him every kind­
nelll that I could po .. ibly manifest ellplaining 
at the same time the engagements of the 

. British Government towards me and makini 
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a full disclosure of my wishes to him. His 
Lordship. however, evinced as little disposi. 
tion a8 others to redeem those engagements, 
or execute the provisions contained in the 
regulations of Government, and, not 
confining himself to this, he had recourse 
to the novel procedure of setting aside the 
ceremonials and forms of address (dddb 
Wa alk.db) observed by his predecessors, 
thus lowering me even in respect of the 
style of correspondence adopted towards 
me,-a thing that I could have least 
expected. 

am in this place desirous of calling your 
attention to the fact that, when I resolved 
upon deputing Rajah Rammohun Roy a. 
my agent, I fully apprized Sir E. Cole brooke 
of my intention, and through him transmitted 
to the Government copies of the several 
papers which I had entrusted to the Rajah, 
distinctly infqrming him at the same time 
that that individual was about to proceed 
to Europe. But, notwithstanding I had 
given notice of my proceedings and had 
furnished copies of the documents which I 
intended to send by the Rajah, the Govern. 
ment remained perfectly p888ive, and the 
whole case has now been accordingly 
referred to England in due order and in 
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conformity with the practice prelcribed by 
the Regulations of Government ... • 

Justice to the memory of the 
venerable Rajah demands the admission 
that, however officially ignored his mission 
may have been, it was his exertions,alone 
that impressed on the Court of Directors 
the need ot making terms, with Ram­
mohun's master without further delay. 
The unhappy descendant of the Great 
Mughal had b~en petitioning the E. I. Co. 
ever since 1827, but without etJect. The 
Governor-General, concurring in tlie 
opinion held by' ·Sir Chas. Metcalie, then 
Resident at Delhi, had on 3rd July f828 
counselled 'the Court of Directors not to 
increase the Delhi Emperor's allowance: 
and a year later'he held the same view.t 
Nor had the Court of Directors 'for years 
before Rammohun's mission shown any 
inclination to do justice to Akbar Shah on 

• Pol. Proctlp. 30-1%.1831. No. 15, p"""" Coof, ~h. 
Delhi RuiJ_. L 347-411. 

f Politic<rl D ","" to ,,,- C_ fI/ ~ cIaIed 22acI 
Ma7 1829. 



Tomb of Rajah Rammohun Roy, at 

Amo's Vale Cemetery. 
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their own initiative. Rammohun reached 
England in April 1831, and the Court of 
Directors decided to increase the Delhi 
Emperor's allowances early in 1833. These 
dates are conclusive. 

But the great Rammohun, crowned 
with victory as he was, never set foot on 
Indian soil again. He had intended to 
return home in 1834 via Turkey, Russia 
and Persia, but died on 27th September 
1833 at Stapleton Grove, near Bristol. 

"Sacred as was the spot where he waa laid, and 
requiring to those who knew and loved him 
no stone to mark the spot, beneath the 
overhanging trees, which their heart. 
reverenced,-yet it was right that the public 
should have acce .. to his grave, and should 
see a befitting monument erected over it. 
This could not be done at Stapleton Grove, 
which had now passed out of the Castle 
family. The Rajah'. friend, the celebrated 
Dwarkanath T agore, desired to pay this 
mark of respect to his memory, olnd it was 
therefore arranged that the caae containing 
the coffin should be removed to the beautiful 
cemetery of Arno'. Vale, near Briatol. This 
was suitably accomplished on the 29th of 

4 
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May 1843, and a hanc1aome monument w •• 
erected in the .pring of 'he year followina 
by hi. friend ... • 

• n. lAoI J.". In E .. .,."., "" 1M R.jolt R-unoIo .... R". 
"" M.rt c..--. p. 160. 



CHAPTER III 

THE PADISHAH OF DELHI TO KING GEORGE 
THE FOURTH OF ENGLAND 

The following petition, in the name of 
the Padishah of Delhi to King George IV, 
was drafted by Rajah Rammohun Roy, 
who proceeded to the Court of Great 
Britain with a copy of it. This well­
reasoned document, hitherto unpublished,. 
ought to have a place amongst other 
writings of the Rajah, by reason of its 
grace vigour and clearness of style. 

To 
Hi. Majesty the King of the British Empire 

etc., etc., etc. 

Sire I My Brother I It is with a mingled feeling 
of humility and pride that I approach your Majesty 
with the language of fraternal equality at the very 
time that the occasion of my addressing your Majesty 
compels me to consider myself rather a. a suppliant 
at the footstool of your Majesty' s throne than as a 
Monarch entitled to assume the style. and claim the 
privilege.. of royalty. 
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2. Sire I I do not forget who or wt.at I am; 
I cannot 'orget that I am a Kina only in name. and 
that I bave notbina in common with your Majesty 
and the other sovereiKN of the earth but a titl .. 
conceded to me with no other effect than to agaravate 
the hwniliation and unbappin .... in which I am 
involved. Yet low u is my condition I have not 
lost the feelinp of humanity. and I claim from 
your Majesty that justice which is not denied to the 
meanest of your Majesty' •• ubjecta. 

3. I do not forget who and what your Majesty 
i&--tbat your Majesty is the nghtluI and acknow­
ledged sovereign of a powerful. a wise and renowned 
people. and that. i~ the plenitude of your Majesty'. 
greatn ..... even a amall portion of your Majesty' .. 
aubjecta are permitted to eserciae the government of. 
these vast and populou. territories which it wu the 
glory of many of my ancestor. to rule in perion. 
But I alao remember that those very aubject~. 
although elevated to' the dignity of empire. are atill' 
amenable to your Majeaty for every part of their 
conduct. and I therefore con6dently rely that your 
Majesty will not permit them wantonly to violate 
the solemn enpgementa of their faith and honour 
pledged to the once dreaded and iUuatrioua. but 
now powera. H...- of T ailDUl'. In me that race 
is deeply humbled. but the estenaive conqueata. 
the noble action. and the splendid fame of the 
dynasty which I so unwortbily repreaent, remain 
imperishably written on the faitbful page of history. 
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My ancestors made a magnanimous use of the 
victories and conquests which their swords-not 
perfidy or intrigues-achieved. They disdained to 
trample down on a vanquished foe, even when they 
could crush him with impunity. The voice of the 
whole world proclaims that your Majesty is in an 
eminent degree distinguished by the same sublime 
and generous virtues, and I repose therefore with 
entire confidence in the innate nobleness of your 
Majesty'. mind and in your Majesty'. refined and 
exalted sense of National faith and justice. 

4. I hasten to specify the wrongs of which I 
<:omplain and to substantiate my allegations by the 
necessary proof.. In brief, then, I beg to recall 
your Majesty's attention to the accompanying articles 
of convention which were transmitted to my august 
fath!!r from the Governor.General in Council in 
<:onformity with the promise made by Lord Lake 
and which were duly recognized on both sides as 
expresoive of the mutual obligations of the <:ontract· 
ing parties, but of which the first and most 
important clause is now injuriously evaded. 

S. That article provides that "all the maltal. 
to the west of the Jumna .ituated between the west 
and north of mouza Kabilpoor shall be considered 
the crownlands of hill Majesty." The second article 
provides that "the management of these mahal. 
shall be continued according to custom in the hand. 
of the Resident"; but in proof that the entire 
revenue. were to be placed at the Royal disposal, 
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it i. ezprellly provided in the third article that "for 
hie Majelty'. .atiafaclion, the Royal Mooteuddie. 
(or civil officer.) shall attend at the Cutchery to keep 
accounta of the receipla and di.bursemenla and 
report the same to his Majesty." The memorandum 
referred to in the seventh article specifies a minimum 
of monthly atipendl for the King and the Royal 
Household and that article provide. that the .um •• 0 

specified .hall be paid monthly from the Public 
T reaaury, "whether the whole of the amount i. or 
il not collected from the Khalaah land.... The 
Engliah article to which I IOlicit your Majeaty'. 
special attention contains the' important provi.ion 
that "should the collections from the above mahal. 
increase in consequence of elltending cultivation and 
the improved condition of the ryo'- proportionecl 
aUllDlentation will tak~ place in the King'. Pe.hcum· 
or Revenue" and, finally, to .hew that the royar 
stipend waa to consill, not of the net, out of the 
crOll produce withOl,lt any deduction, the eleventh. 
article provides that. "the ezpense of the Troop., 
Police Corp., etc., employed in the Khaleah .hall be 
defrayed by the Honourable Company." What 
could be more clear and ezplicit than these prov). 
lionl ~ What worde could have more etrictly auarded 
againat the pouibility of perverlion or mieappre­
hension ~ Yet the 6ret and moll important point 
baa been eince rendered a dead letter, aa if neithet 
honour nor jullice demanded their fulfilment. 
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6. In the recent communications which I have 
had with your Majesty's late representative in India, 
Lord Amherst, on this subject, there is the admission 
that "it wal the original intention of Government to 
have assigned certain mahals to the west of the 
Ju:nna for the support of His Majesty and the Royal 
family", but it is added, "The plan was never from 
unavoidable causes carried completely into effect." 
It now seems to be tacitly inferred that therefore it 
ought not ever to be carried into effect. To me and 
to my family. to my immediate dependents. and 
to the numerous individuals who cannot refuse their 
disinterested sympathy to my fallen House. it does 

. not appear clearly to follow. because an act of justice 
hal hitherto been denied that it could never be 
perfonned; nor when we consider what British 

power and influence have accomplished. can we 
bring ourselves to believe that any causes would 
hnve proved unavoidable. if a disposition really 
f .. vourable to the accomplishment of the object had 
existed. The assertion. however. that "the plan 
was never carried completely into effect" is 
essentially erroneous ; for while the revenues of the 
... signed mahals did not exceed the minimum of the 
Royal Itipend. and allowances. the Royal Moot­
suddiel were allowed to attend at the Cutchery in 
conformity with the third ltipulation. for the express 
purpole of keeping .. ccounts of the receipts and 
di.buraementa and reporting the same to my august 
father and to myself. The right and title of the 
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Royal family to the entire revenuea of the mahal. 
were thue for a length of time dietinctly and 
unequivoc:al/y acknowledged by the conce .. ion to 
the Royal Mootauddie. of the power of .upervi.ion 
and report, but when theee revenue. materially 
exceeded the minimum of the Royal etipends. the:! 
it was that it became inconvenient to carry the plan 
completely into effect. and the Royal Mootluddiel 
were in consequence directed to withdraw their 
attendance at the Cutchery. ,In like manner the 
practice of aubmittina by the Reeident for my Royal 
decision the proceedinp in cue. where capital 
punUohment was adjudged by the Criminal Court. h.,. 
also long aince been. diecontinued in neglect of th .. 
p.oviaion contained in,the sixth article of agreement. 

7. Even in the communication above-mentioned. 
ineuk in point.of form was added to injustice. AU 
the CoverJlor...Generai who have preceded Lord' 
Amheret in the govetnment of the Britieh territoriea 
in India have thought it no degradation to themselve. 
to add._ me or my auguet father in the etyle that 
cuetom baa accorded to Royalty. Lord Amherst. 
however. thought proper to reduce me in Ilia form 
of communication to the footina of an equal. and 
thereby to rob me even of the cheap gratification of 
the ueuaI ceremonials of addreu 10 as to humble 
me .. far as pouible in the eye. of an ranka of 
people. . 

, 8. Before. however. these deroptory etepe were 
adopted. repeated. 101emn. and public rec:opitiODl 
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of the claims of my Royal family to the revenues 

of the assigned mahals had been recorded in 

the code of Regulations and Laws enacted by the 

Governor-General in Council for the civil govern­

ment of the territories under the Presidency of Fort 
William in Bengal. Thus at section 4th of 
Regulation Xl of 1804. it is clearly expressed that 
.. the revenues of the territory on the right bank of 
the Jumna are assigned to His Majesty Shah Alam" . 
and precisely the same language is repeated at 
sections 22nd and 35 of the same Regulation. at 
section 3rd of Regulation VI of 1805. and at section. 
2nd and 4th of the Regulation VIll of the same 
year. At section. 1st and 2nd of Regulation X of 
1807. and at section I st of Regulation Xl of the 
lame year. the language is similar. although more 
general. for in these "the territory assigned for the 
support of the Royal family at Dehlee" is mentioned 
without specifying its locality a. in the former 
instances. the very absence of this specification 
marking it. notoriety and the distinctness of the 
purpose to which the revenues of that territory were 
exclusively applicable. These declaration. cannot 
be disavowed. retracted or misapprehended. They 
are embodied in the code of Regulations by which 
thi. branch of the British Indian Empire i. governed. 
and they incontrovertibly demonstrate that for a 
aerie. of yean the plan waa carried completely into 
-effect and the right of my family to the revenues of 
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the districta in queltion w.. clearly and un­
disguisedly admitted. 

9. Even the minimum of the Royal .tipendo 
w.. at one time arbitrarily and unjuatly curtailed of 
leveral itemo. contrary to the expr_ provi.ion. con­
tained in the .tipuiatioDl and without the canoen! 
of the contractina party. whOle riibta were thereby 
violated. having been obtained or even .ought. 
It w.. in thi. way that one of the itemo amountina 
to 10.000 Rupeeo for aupport of the Heir-apparent 
WIUI reduced to 7000. a lecond of 5.000 Rupee. for 
Mirza Ezzud BWlIh to 2000. and a third a mountinll' 
to Sicca Ra. 2.s00 for Shah Newaz Khan. a 
connection of Hi. Maj!,"ty. wa. entirely reaul"ed ae' 
hi. death and hi. family thue leh deotitute. To 
crown these acta it h.. been pretended that in 
augmentation to ~e Royal .tipend made in the 
year 1809. amounti'1g. aher several previous 
deductioDl. only to Sa. Ra. 13.200 per meneem 
w .. granted by way of commutation for the Roy.1 
c1aimo on the improved revenue. of the Kh.J..h 
IancJ-though 10 far w .. such an arrangement from 
receiving my eanction that the increase w.~ only 
communica~ to me .. a r_lution taken by the 
Government without the .tightelt reference to the 
pretended equivalent. 

10. The original article. of agreement are 
either binding or they are not. II they are bindina. 
then any alteration 01' commutation of any part of 
the Royal income made by one party without the 
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consent of the other. to whom it is injurious. must 
be null and void. If they are not binding. this must 
be either because they were never entered into. 
which cannot be affirmed. or because some 
subsequent voluntary arrangement between the two 
contracting parties has .uperseded their obligatio ... 
But no arrangement tending to supersede the original 
articles of agreement has ever been voluntarily 
recognized by my Royal predecessor or myself. and 
therefore the numerous and unauthorized deviation .. 

,from the provisions which they contain constitute " 
series of direct and systematic violations of truth. 
honour and justice. 

II. A relation of the particulars connected with 
thi. pretended increase of Sa. Rs. 13.200 per 
mentiem will show to your Majesty how little real 
Was the value of the alleged concession. \Vhen the 
gross and palpable infringements by the local 
authorities on the stipulation entered into with 
Lord Wellesley' s Government were brought to the 
notice of Lord Minto in the year 1809 and the Royal 
claims on the then improved revenue. of the 
Khalsah mahal set forth. that nobleman virtually 
admitted the wrongs that had been inflicted and the 
total sum of the Royal stipends including the 
allowances on the Princes and Princesses and every 
contingency. which after several deductions. then 
amounted to only Sa. R •. 86.000. was raised to one 
lakh. the real augmentation being however co;'sider­
.. bly less in amount than this apparent one. By 
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Lord Welle.ley'. agreement the' allowance to the 
Royal family- wa. paid under the followinll head_ :-

Per metulem 
Hi. Majesty'_ peflonal allowance ~_. 60,000 
Preeenta at 7 festival. Re. 10,000 each, .. 5,833 
The Heir-apparent ,. 10.000 
Hie jagir in the Dooab ... " 3.000 
Prince. and, Prince .. eo ... .. 10.000 
Mirza Ezzud Buuh-per_onal allowance " 2,000 

ditto by hie jag;, in the Dooab ..... 1,000 
Shah Newaz Khan ... " 2,500 

Total monthly allowance Re. 94,333, 

10 that the etipend ~abli.hed by Lord Minto :n 
1809. then considered u providinll an increaee ·of 
allowance to the ostent of Re. 13,200 per meneem 
.... above atated; nd aIeo allesed to be in .. tiofae!-· 
tion of the terma of the treaty. in fact added no more 
than the paltry eum 'of Re. 5.667 to the oriiPnal 
minimum provision. But even thie aUlIMentation 
wee granted arbitrarily. without any reference to the 
amount actually due by etipulation and without my 
coneent being uJ.ed or obtained; and it' w .. ' more­
over accompanied by an iNultinll intimation th.t 
the "eovereignty I poueao ie only nominal" and that 
the Covernor General' 0 recognition of it ie merely 
"Complimentary." Doea "the compllmentary 
recognition of a nominal eovereignty" authoriu or 

• C/. s-", 1_ 10 1M Co..t. elated 2 juDe 11105. _ •• 
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justify the arbitrary infringement of direct and 
p,ositive obligation., or denude myself and family 'of 
the common rights of me'1 and society? Because 
the Governor General in Council condescend. to 
recognize in me an empty title, is it therefore that 
the solemn faith of the British nation and Govern­
ment may he wantonly broken? Do I become les. 
entitled to the performance of the contract that has 
been entered into with my family, because my 
ancestors were great and powerful and I am feeble 
and helpless, held down by those who make my 
weakness and degradation the excuse for their 
injustice? r cherish the confident persuasion that 
your M~jesty will not sanction the principle that in 
my case a National contract ought not or need not 
to be, fulfilled, because I am powerless to enforce 
its obligations. What King or subject will avow 

. such a principle, except in India and to the injured 
and unhappy House of Taimur? 

12. I have now brieRy explained to your 
Majesty the wrongs I have suffered and the rights 
which I demand. I claim the entire revenue., 
whatever they may be, of the mahals originally 
assigned for the support of the Royal family unjustly 
alienated from the rightful owner and appropriated 
to themselves by the Honourable Company. I 
claim restitution of the sums of which the Royal 
family have been deprived in past years, and I claim 
your Majesty's guarantee for the rigid fulfilment in 
futl1!e of the articles of convention by which a 
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minimum ia &xed for the Royal etipend, by which 
the groes revenues of the maha!. to the weet of the 
}umna are .... iped to the Royal family should they 
exceed that minimum, and by which the means and 
opportunity of obtaininll a perfect knowledp of the 
actual revenues of those maha!. are stipulated rillhta. 
I am not unaware of the practical evil that is likely 
to reault, accorelinll to the known principl.s of 
human nature, b,. imposinll upon one party all the 
toil of superintendence and all the e.cpense of 
improvement, and beatowinll upon another aU the 
fruita of his labour and sacrilicea. I am therefore 
willinll to submit to'any reasonable compromise of 
my riabta, either by uaurnina for a lit compensation 
all the trouble and outlpy attendinll the IIOVergment, 
police, and cultivation of the territory in question, 
or by receivinll a find monthly sum in lieu of all 
further claims. In. the latter case the present aroaa 
annual revenues of the. maha!. would form a proper 
standard, and, if they 90 not fall abort of 30 Iakh., 
I hereby offer to commute all my prospective claima 
under the articlea of convention for that yearly 
stipend. 

14. IE I were to regard merely your Majesty's 
personal character, it miabt be au/licient to show, 
.. I have done, that my claima are just. But your 
Majesty b.. aIao a public character to auatain and 
a public duty to eli".." .... , and it behove. me tbere­
fore to satisfy your Majesty that the c:onceuion of 
my undoubted rights may be rendered perfectly 
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consistent with sound policy and a just regard to the 
safety and permanence of the British rule in India. 
The largeness of the sum I have mentioned. 
considered by itself,-without any reference to the 
numeroul regular, and increasing demands upon 
my exhausted trea8ury, might seem to indicate a 
wish to accumulate money for some concealed and 
hostile purpose: I utterly disavow every such object 
as alike dishonourable to the race from which I have 
sprung and inconsistent with the open course which 
I have ever pursued. Some of my ancestors have 
f...!len victims of the disloyalty of others, but they 
r.ever betray-:d those who confided in their honour, 
and in imitation of their noble examples. while I 
have not hesitated and will still continue to complain 
of the .injustice I have suffered and vindicate the 
rights that belong to me, I will not disgrace them 
!,nd myself by secret machinations against a Power 
which I dare not combat in the open field. As a 
complete security against any such attempt, I will 
cheerfully agree not to retain more than 12 lakhs of 
Rupees in my treasury at anyone time, to invest 
the surplus. should there be any, in the loans opened 
by the British Government; and to forfeit to the 
Honourable Company any sum found in my posses· 
sion in excess of that amount not so invested. If 
any other check can be suggested which shall not 
subject me to a degrading inquisition in all the 
minuti"" of my expenditure, I shall willingly accede 
to it. 
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IS. But to a Prince of your Majeaty', enlarged 

and magnanimoWl views it will be obvioWl that the 
moet just and generoWl policy must aJ.o be the mo.t 
wise and provident. For on what linner buel can 
the duty and tranquillity of the lubjecte of a diltant 
and conquered country be founded, or the con. 
fidence of surrounding States, naturally jealous of 
their independence, be eatabl.hed than on the 
irresistible evidence continually prelented to them 
of good faith and moderation dioplayed in the Itrict 
observance of enpgemento even if burthenioome and 
although opontaneOWlly entered into with one bereft 
of the power of dictating termo or of effectually 
resenting their violation. 

16. Should, on the other hand, a conopicuoWl • 
enrnple lubsist of brOken compact on the part of 
your Majesty'l Vicegerente toward. me, becauae ;'0 
longer in a condition to vindicate my righte by an 
appeal to arrn.-iE. contempt and inclillllity be' 
meaaured out to the n:preoentative of a once miehty 
monarchy in proportion .. he io powerle .. to inforce 
respect, your Majeaty'. acquired oubjecta, once 
amonpt those of my anceetora, now with ansioua 
fears observing the conduct of their new rulerI, the 
neighbouring Princea who have beheld with alarm 
the progreea of your Majeaty'. anna, nay the whole 
civilized world, will aaouredIy l)'IIIP8thize with my 
griefl and look on my oppreeaora with the feelinp 
and wiehea which their conduct muat infallibly 
inlpire. 
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17. If I had any doubt of the justice of my 
claims, I might still rest them on an appeal to your 
Majesty's known generosity. I might remind your 
Majesty of the time when my ancestors ruled 
supreme over these countries, where their wretched 
descendant and the sole representative of their 
dynasty is compelled to drag on a dependent exist­
ence in a dilapidated palace, exposed to the con­
tempt or receiving the sympathy of the different 
c1asse. of society, both Europeans and Asiatics, who 
resort to Dehlee, with means utterly inadequate t~ 
support the dignity even of a nominal sovereignty or 
to afford a scanty subsistence to the numerous 
branches of his family who look to him as their only 
stay. But I will not resort to such a plea. I will 
not condescend to accept, and your Majesty wiD 
disdain to confer, as a favour. that which is due as 
.a right. I rest my cause on your Majesty'. high­
minded sense of honour and justice. I cannot 
permit myself to suppose that your Majesty will lend 
a d""f ear to my complaints. I address by this letter 
not only your Majesty but the world at large and 
I anticipate the plaudits which present and future 
age. will bestow on your Majesty's benevolent and 
enlightened sympathy with the unworthy representa­
tive of the once great and illustrious, though now 
fallen, House of Taimur. 

18. To your Majesty what need I say more}· 

• PoIi';CG/ ProceeJin,. 13.3.1829. No. 20. 
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APPENDIX 

COVERNOR.GENERAL 8ENT1NCIC ON RAMMOHUN 

To THE CouaT OF DwcroR •• 

HoNoUIIA8L& SIRs. 
W. have the "onour ID .ubmll for ,our information cop, of 

• loller IIJld II. end...... lrom Rammohua R..,.. a aative 
Iahabi_ 01 Calcul.. 01 dlolinllUlohad Ii ... ral]!' repu .... 
oaaouncin, hla Ia ... ntloa of proeooclia. ID En,land In the 
eapaci., of A_, ID ,h. Kin, of 0011.1. ond u tho bear.. of 
o \otter from HIa Mej .. ., ID the .dd... of tho Savor.lan 
eomplolnln, 01 the ylol.tlon by the Hon·bl. Compan, al their 
.n ........ n .. with the late Shah AIom. 

2. Oa tho recelpl al thla eomraunieolloa _ dlrtlefed the 
Raiden' at Delhi ID latlmo.e ID HIa M.jeoty. the .urp..... with 
whleb 'We had pernoed It. and more eopecioll, our _Iohmenl 
., the UIUIIOU1IrOd.and ualoundad accaAlion whim It odv_ 
oaa\aoC lhe Han·bl. Compan, of hovIn ....... otad Ito on ..... · 
men.. with tho R..,01 F' omiIy. W. furthar deoIrad Sir E. 
Colobrooke 10 ueorlaia from tho Kin, whoth .. ha acknowladged 
Romraohun R..,. u 1.10 Apnl. 

l. You; Hon'b\o Court .tll ,ad ia ,ha Reolcloa,·. reply. 
_, 01 whieb 10 aubmil1ed. both the Kia, of Delhi'. dlolinc' 
reeoanitloa of Rornmohun R.., .. hio Aceat. and hio uplonollon 
01 the pouado on 'which he boo thou,hI proper to adoP' the 
_diaory proc:edw. of dopulin, that ladiYiduol to Ena!and 
.. tho chomp_ and odvoeoID of hio prelDndad wr_. 

4. Tho..,bjeet of the Kia, of Delhi'. cIoim to oa ou_ 
IoIioa of otipond .hleb Ia the ebiof poiaI .. Iaaue. 10 fully 
cIioc:...ad Ia par • .,opha 66 to 75 of our GrmeroI I.ctter dotad 
lrd JuI, 1828. and we have -"in, to add on thia -'- to 
the eompl.... and dotoilod esaraillotloa of tho _ of the 
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queation, contained in Sir C. Metcalfe', dispatch recorded 88 

per RUI.gin (Pol. Con. 27th July 1827. No. 71. the lub."",ce 
of which i. emibited in the paragraph, above cited . 

.s. With respect to Hi, Majesty', complaint of the insult 

offered to him by the alteration of ,tyle adopted by the lat~ 
Covernor Ceneral Earl Amherst. in hi' correspondence with the 

. Court of Delhi. we .alicit the attention of your Honourab'le 
Court to para81'aph 64 of our Ictter already referred to, anel the 

paper. therein cited .•• containing the fulleet explanation of the 
ground. and occuion. on which thil chanae weI introduced.-

Sd. W. C. Bentinck 
W. B. Bayl.y 
C. T. M.tcalf • 

• PoUlical D._h 10 ,h. Coart 0/ DiNOto ... d.ted 22ad 
MOl' 1829. 



RAJAH RAM 

The following incident of the employment of 
Rajah Ram at the Board of Control. whici} Sir 
William Foster w.. the 6rlt to recall in aD article 
read before the Royal Historical Society on 10th 
November 1916. will be found interelting to the 
reader:-

"After hho fa.Ler'1 death. Rajah ~ came to London and 
applied to Sir Jolm Hobhcnue, wbo WAI thea Preolclon. 
of th. Board of' Control. for an appolatment III hlo 
office, 'requ-, that tha opportunl.,. ma, be alIorded 
blm -,-I, to ~Io return to blo nat... _'" of 
_ulrln, lID IDaqbt Into th. mode In whleb tha public 
buoI_ 10 tr...-.d III En ..... d.' He _ appo!n .... 

III Au_ 183S Eo. one , ..... on __ clerk on 0 

.....,. of £100, 'but 0 wrllermlp In lien ... w .... fuood to 
!11m. In Al ...... d.... Eal IndUJ MG-",o lor July to 
December 1836 (yo/, 12, p. 568) tho foil........ _ 
hom the H ....... may be found-

'We h .... that the Court of 01_ haY. refuaod 
to canfirm the ......,Inatlon to • lien.,.! writenhlp .., 
th. Preaid_ of the Board of Control, of the adopted 
_ of the Iote reapected Rarnmoh_ R.." ..d tboI 
the ",1aaoI of the Conrt will be broaabt bef .... 
Parli.ment.' 

Rajob Ram, 1Iowen.t, retainecl bia pool III tha Boord' • 
..,. f .. _I,. tbrne,. .... , and when be thea _-.I 
• deoIn: to return to India, be _ allowed to drew 
bia .....,. to the end of the third ,._ and ..-..I ... 
odditioB • cIonotiaa of £100 '... CAIIIOider_ of "10 
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diligence in the diacharge of hil dutiea and the circum­
stance. under which he accompanied hi, f.ther to this 
country.' Detaile of hit lubsequent career are wanting:' 
(s...,.,l P.oI 1ft PreHnl. Oct.-Dec. 1925). 

THE BENGAL HERALD 

C. SWINTON. E5Q .. 
Chief Secreta'll 10 Gooemmenl. 

SIR, 

I have the honor to inform )"ou for the information of 
Government that Rammohun Roy and R.jkiuen Sin&, have 
ce •• ed to be proprietora of thi. newapaper, entitled the BenBGl 
Herald, from the preHnt date,· 

Cu.cUTTA. 

30th lulu. /829. 

I bave, etc .. 
(Sd.) R. M. MARTIN. 

Principal Proprietor of the s...P/ HeNld. 

• PaLli. P"""'odI .... 4th A"guo!. 1829. No. 52. 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR 

BEGAM SAMRU 
\.Vith a foreword by jADUNATH SARKAR. C.I.E. 

Pp. 246 and 8 full page illustrations. Re. 2-8. 

Begam Samru was a wonderful woman: "A 
Kashmiri girl who from abject poverty and obscurity 
rose to the command of a European-drilled brigade. 
the sovereignty of a territory as large as two English 
counties. and the honoured position of a shield to 
!he Delhi imperial family. and died in the fulness of 
her years in the odour of sanctity as the honoured 
aUy of the English rulers and a saint of the Roman 
Catholic Church." -(SARKAR). 

This is the first attempt to write her biography 
on the basi. 0/ a critical study 0/ all the available 

. historical materiala in print or MS .• -in English. 
Persian. Marathi and French. besides the mass of 
old State papers in the Imperial Record Office. 
Calcutta. Professor Sarkar has read the book in 
manuscript and approved of it as "a useful contribu­
tion to the tTue history 0/ the fall 0/ the- Mughal 
empire." 

Many sketches of her romantic life have been 
published before. but none of them approaches this 
work in /ulness and accuracy 0/ in/ormation. 

The true history of her immense fortune (given 
in Ch. Xl) reads like a romance. Her palaces and 
churches at Sardhana and Meerut and her Court life 
are fully described with illustrations. 



OPINIONS 

Ti_-"Mr. Buorjl h .. been 0' .. .., polno 10 coli ... 
011 110. mArleriala -,bl. for blo _ .... ph." 

Sir E" ... CottoD.-"A moo! reoclable .. .I ""'.,.,bl • ..... ~." 

Prol. P. Eo Robert. (o.lord)-"I have found It 
ezI",meI" In_, .. .I I CODIPatuIatoo ,ou OIl haYin. fouad 
00 ..-I • oubjert ..,.1 oJ... on havlq treated It eo abl,. IUId 
vlvicIJ,." 

H. B .... riclp.-.. The author.boa writ .... aD IDwootin. 
account of the a. .. m. ond boa liveD much rellabl. Inl_1Ion 
about her." 

Ploaear.-"Thla book Ie • I_t .... blotorlea1 romance 
of the 18th ..... OUr)'. It ... the reouIt of pod ... t lahorioao r-" 
by the outhor .... The book ma, be conoIcIerecI .. • iudlclou 
blenclina 01 • powarlul IOmonee with true and _. 
blotorlea1 inlormadcm OIl the cIownlall of the M....... _plr .... 

Prof. H. Dodwell Ca.-'clOD).-"1 hove read It with .. ~ 
In_. She woo well warth a blo .. oph,. Bod I hope ,our 
book will be .-EuI ... " 

R. B. a...botlaa .. M.A., L Utt.-"Your book 10 an 
admi",bl. ",,.. 01 oehoI.tIe. _~ which I hope athar ladloa 
writen will r:Gp7 ... 

A. F. II. Abelal AU, M.A. (K_ 01 a.. ,,"-4 01 the 
C ....... ment oI/nJu.)~"A ....,. welcGmo ""'_. Man,,... 
010 I made • opecial otudy of the Iile aod tl_ 01 the 
<elebnled Pn.- of Sar.n.- aod ...d to conoidar '""....' 
oomewIuoI 01 ... outhori" oa the .. bject. Your.-.chao han 
Jo-kecI tIw coaceIt oat of ... aod I ... ....,. ... 1uI to you 

lor the _." 
Co S. SardONi.-"A ~ additIoa •••• aD outhentIc: 

biopopb, which the Iaiot.oria. of Iodio __ ,...feet III 

.......dIu., the iIy -'noecI ~. 01 the period." 
(Alodem R..-..) 



THE POLITICS OF BOUNDARIES 

• • • 

AND 

TENDENCIES IN • • -
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

BY 

PROF. BENOY KUMAR .SARKAR. 

We have pleasure in announcing the publica­
tio.n of the above book by Benoy Kumar Sarkar of 
international fame. This i. perhaps the First Boolt 
of it. kind by an Indian author in as much as it 
deal. with the contemporary affairs in the foreign 
politic. of nation.. The work is a lirst hand study 
based on investigation. at.the prominent centres of 
life and thought and pOllesses a freshness and 
-directness not generally to be found in works on 
modern history and international law. It need he 
mentioned also that the .ources of information used 
for the publication are original Italian, French and 
German and the author'. knowledge of the world 
derived from hi. travels in almost all the continents 
-a feature that marks a distinct stage in the cultural 
activity of Young India. Our publicist. and students 
of constitutional development will not fail to obtain 
in it the latest method of approaching the problems 
of public life as well a. obj~tive accounts of the 
recent political achievements of the malle. and the 
classes in the different countries of the world. 
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The foUowina extract ia reproduced from the 
euthor'. Preface:-

The volume ia a companion and complement to 
the larger volume entitled Economic Development, 
SrKJPw.", 0/ World Mouemenn In Commerce, 
Economic Legi.lation, Indulfriali.m and Technlcol 
Educotion. The object here ill to iaolate the political 
background of the economic chanaea and treat it in 
independent manner. 

We give below a eurnmary'gf conlenll. 

CONTENTS 
The Polida of IIoaDduIee. Wor~1t AInood. • 
A N~ OIl F--. N .... -Co __ la Italy. 

Alfoln. The Ruhr·Rhl....s.u Com. 
&01_ of ..... Aa.- pia. • 

T...... Europe throop French E,... 
ReoctioJwy T ........... ID The Race for R_la. , 
~ Public Life. The Rloln. Tldo 01 Cormaa' 

Europe. R.ctIoa ID Now Not ....... _ 
Turk"". n.. New Relc ....... 

The 5_ ,. of PoIac:aN. M.-Ilnl •. Democracy. 
The Forelan PoIiIlco 01 ItaI,.. The NotiaD-D., ill Italy. 
The StraaIe .... .... eo.. The Leo .. of N ......... 
....- In Italy. Tur...... /rom Withill ..... 

The EtemoI a.-~ Wltl.out. 
AmeriCOll-TurIdoh T...,.. n.. Poillica of Bollic 5_. 
The Third IutenJatloaol. n.. 81_ ill c:_. 
'taly ill ..... BoIbD~'" The Pra~ 01 5In_ •. 
RcvoI_ In AIbuUa. Democn.c,. In lopeD. 

The book • printed Yery neatly on aood and 
thick Antique paper. in Linotype containin, nearly 
400 pagea. It io full cloth bound and very altrllc:tive 
in aeppearanc:e. 

TM priu ,. Re. 1-1 M. 
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KHILAFAT IS NOW A HISTORY OF THE PAST-SO 
EVERY STUDENT OF HISTORY AND POLITICS 

MUST KNOW 

ALL ABOUT KHILAFAT 
BY 

M. H. ABBAS 

PRICE Rs. 2-8 AS. 

CONTENTS 
PART I. 

Difference between Khllafat and Papacy-Purpose of 
Khilafat-Submilalon to Khalifa-Jazifat-ul-ArBb-Britiah 
Government and the Khllafat-

PART II. 
Int"ervlow with Mr. Moh.nnned Ali-KhUalat Delegation 

at the Il'lClta office-Interview with Mr. Uoyd George-Oele-
vaHon in Pari ___ Khilafat Deleption .t Euex Hall. Meaaage to 
America. etc.. etc. 

PART Ill. 
Turkiah Peace Treaty-Viceroy'. Mesaaae-Muslim Re­

presentation. 

PART IV. 
M.h.tm. Gondhl. J .... d Guru Sonku.eh.ry.. Pond!t 

Mal.'Viya on KhU.fat. 

SOME PRESS OPINIONS 
"Bombay Chronicl .... · (Bombay) aays:-

The Khilo.fat. like .11 other 81'ftt things. has been mis­
undentood and misrepresented. The author hu done well to 
publish the book at • time when the vital queation about the 
Khil.fat, namP.ly, the removal of Non-Mualim control and 
InAuence from the Jazirat-ul Arab ill prominently before th~ 
publlc. The map and the .ppendix. containing tho full Ust of 
tho Khalil.. .... ....Iul. 
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"A mritcr Bcrztll' Pcrtrilca" (Calcutta) lilY' :_ 

Many eopecially amoopt the Non-M ... I...... often talk 01 
·'Kh.lir· aDd ··Khil.f .. •• without undentaDdln. the meanln. 
of the lenni. their MlPlifiClince aDd &heir poNtion In Ml!lhomrd.n 
polity. Th_ Ihin;a haw ""'n dealt with chiefly in the 
Arabic laalfUAP. The author h.. done a -.!rvlce to IhOM! 
who cannot read Arabic .od :ret are wlllinif to know 8OIhe1hinl 
about the ,Khllal.t. 

"/anmabhumf' (Maa. .. ) lIlY' :-
Thn book containo wha_ 10 warth knowin\Dn the one 

problem which h.. been approprla",ly ~ihecl Mahatma 
Gandhi. in the 1011_.., _de "Khllatat 10 our .. dhonu." 
We recommend thill book to f!'I",., political Iib .. 'Y bi. .nd 
...... n in India ... d would like to ... It r..J by """'l' •• dm. 
of Politlca. 

"seroant" (Calcutta) IIIY8:- . 
It _talna a 800d d.:oI of Infonnatioo which will be ..... and inoIractive _ ID _ Indian MuaaaI..,.".. • • 

"Marlwtta" (Bombay) IIIY.:-
E .... a eu.-,r .. lance at the _ of the book ill ... !fiden, 

to comriDce &nJ' one that the book would aerwe .. • completf!'o 
KhUafat ..,Ide. . . 

"Modem lUoino'" (Calcutta) IIIY':-
Thn book io of .a1... _ a conclae and authentic cplt""'" 

01 the KhiLd.. acti.w.. and _ a ...,...a1 InlrGdudion to .h. 
property study of the Khilaf.. _ .......... 

'. 
ALL ORDERS PROMP11. Y EXEClTTED. 

N. M. RA YCHOWDHURY & CO. 
8000£11 ERS .. PVBUSH£R.S 

24. (f .... 0-) COlLEGl mar ILUUT. c.ucvru. 



'SERVANTS OF INDIA SOCIETY'S LIBRARY 
.... rOON!4. . 

1., Rooks drawn from the library may not b;' 
, ; retained for 10Dser than", fortnight . .. 

2. Borrowers wiU he held strictly respoDsible 
, for any damage. ~one to book,s' while they 

8r& in their possession. 
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