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TO 

S. S. BOSE. ESQ. 

AS A TOKEN OF SINCERE REGARD 



AUTHOR'S NOTE 

In the Imperial Record Oftice, Calcutta, 
I have succeeded in unearthing several 
documents relating to Rajah Rammohun 
Roy's journey to England. The letters, 
which passed between the East India Co. 
on the one hand, and the nominal Padi­
shah of Delhi and Rammohun Roy on the 
other, are here printed for the first time 
with the kind permission of the Govern· 
ment of India, and they may be of1nterest 
to those who are inclined to gathel' all 
particulars about the father of modem 
India. . . . 

As an introdl}ction to this last 8tage in 
the Rajah's career I have reproduced his 
autobiographical sketch, written just be­
fore he went to France, which is supposed 
to have been addressed by him· to his 
friend, Mr. Gordon, of Calcutta. This 
sketch first appeared in the A tke1Ul1Um. 
and in the Literary Gautte. 

'4. PARSI BAGAN. 
Cokutt.., May. 1926. BLuENDIWUTB BAl'I'EJUI 



AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH-

My DEAR FRIEND, 

In conformity with the wish you have frequently 
expressed, that I should give you an outline of my 
life, I have now the pleasure to give you the follow­
ing very brief sketch. 

My ancestors were Brahmins of a high order, 
and, from time immemorial, were devoted to the 
religious duties of their race, down to my fifth pro­
genitor, who about one hundred and forty years ago 
gav!' up spiritual exercises for worldly pursuits and 
aggrandisement. His descendants ever since have 
followed his example, and, according to the usual 
fate of courtiers. with varioul success. 80metimes 
rising to honour and sometimes falling; sometimes 
rich and lometimes poor; sometimes excelling in 
8ucce .. , sometimes miserable through disappoint­
ment. But my maternal ancestors, being of the 
sacerdotal order by profession as well as by birth, 
and of a family than which none holds a higher rank 
in that profeosion, have up to the present day uni­
formly adhered to • life of religiou8 observances an:! 
devotion, preferring peace and hanquiIlity of mind 

• Reprint..d lrom Mary Carpenter'. Tit. l.aaI J,q,. in 
£nor/ond of ,It. Ro/GIt Rammoltan ROil (1875), pp. 17·20. 
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to the excitement. of ambition, and all the allure­
menta of worldly lP'andeur. 

In conformity with the ueage of my paternal 
race, and the wieh of my father, I etudied the 
Penian and Arabic language.,-theee beina in­
diepen8able to thoee who attached themselve. to the 
Courta of the Mahommedan princes; and alP'eeably 
to the ueage of my maternal relatioN, I devoted 
myeelf to the etudy of the San.erit and the theo­
logical worke written in it, which contain the body 
of Hindoo literature, law and ~ligion. 

When about the age of .isteen, I eompoeed .. 
manuecript calling. in queetion the vlllidity of the 
idolatroue eyetem of the Hindoo.. Thi., together 
with my known eentimrnta on that .ubjeet, having 
produced a eoolne .. ~etween me and my u.;mediate· 
kindred, I proceeded on my travell. and pUled 
through different countriee, ehieBy within, but .ome 
beyond, the b~u~de of Hindoetan, with a feeling of . 
great avermon to the eetabliahment of the Britiah 
power in India. Whim I had reached the age of 
twenty, my father recalled me. and reetored me to 
hia favour; after which I &ret laW and began to 
auociate with Europeane, and IOOD after made 
myeelf tolerably acquainted with their law. and form 
of government. Finding them generaUy more intelli­
gent, :nore eteady and moderate in their conduct, 
I gave up my prejudice againet them, and became 
inclined in their favour. feeling perlUAded that their 
rule, though a foreign yoke, would lead more 
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speedily and surely to the amelioration of the native 
inhabitants; and I enjoyed the confidence of sever,,1 
of them even in their public capacity. My continued 
controversiel with the Brahmins on the eubject of 
their idolatry and superstition. and my interference 
with their cUltom of burning widows. and other 
pernicious practices. revived and increased their 
animosity againot me; and through their inlluence 
with my family. my father was again obliged to 
withdraw hi. countenance openly. though his limited 
pecuniary .upport was atill continued to me. 

After my father' I death I opposed the advocate. 
of idolatry with ltill greater boldness. Availing 
my,elf of the art of printing. now established in 
India. I published various works and pamphlet. 
against their errors. in the native and foreign 
langUages. This raised .uch a feeling againat me. 
that I wa. at last de.erted by every person except 
two or three Scotch friend •• to whom. and the nation 
to which they belong. I alway. feel grateful. 

The lfOund which I took in all my controvenie. 
wa •• not that of opposition to Brahminism. but to a 
perversion of it ; and I endeavoured to show that the 
idolatry of the Brahmin. wa. contrary to the practice 
of their anceltOrl. and the principlea of the ancient 
book. and authoritiea which they profeas to revere 
and obey. Notwithatandinll the violence of the 
oppoaition and ","ietance to my opinions. aevera! 
hillhly ",.pectable person. both among my OWII 
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",Iationa and othen, began to adopt the lame 
aentimenll. 

I now felt a atrong wi.h to vi.it Europe, and 
obtain, by penonal obeervation, a more thorough 
insight into ill manner., custom., ",ligion, and 
political in.titutiona. I refrained, however, from 
carrying thi. intention into effect until the mende 
who coincided in my .entimenll .hould be increaeed 
in number and strength. My e:o:peclltiona having 
been at length realiaed, in November, 1830, I em. 
barked for England, as the. diecunion of the Eaet 
India Company's charter was expected to come on, 
by which the treatment of the nativel of India, and 
ill future government, would be detrrmined for 
many years to come, and an appeal to the King' in 
Council, againat the abolition of the practice of 
burning widow., was to be heard before the Privy 
Council: and hie Majeety the Emperor of Delhi had 
liJ.ewiae co~oioned me to bring before the 
authorities in EngIa'nd certain encroachmenll on h~ 
righll by the Eaet 'India Company. I accordingly 
arrived in England in April, 1831. 

I hope you will excuse the brevity of thia .ketch, 
.. I have no leieure at present to enter into 
partic:uIare : and 

I remain, &c:., 
RA.~ROY 





APPENDIX 

COVERNOR.GENERAL 8ENT1NCIC ON RAMMOHUN 

To THE CouaT OF DwcroR •• 

HoNoUIIA8L& SIRs. 
W. have the "onour ID .ubmll for ,our information cop, of 

• loller IIJld II. end...... lrom Rammohua R..,.. a aative 
Iahabi_ 01 Calcul.. 01 dlolinllUlohad Ii ... ral]!' repu .... 
oaaouncin, hla Ia ... ntloa of proeooclia. ID En,land In the 
eapaci., of A_, ID ,h. Kin, of 0011.1. ond u tho bear.. of 
o \otter from HIa Mej .. ., ID the .dd... of tho Savor.lan 
eomplolnln, 01 the ylol.tlon by the Hon·bl. Compan, al their 
.n ........ n .. with the late Shah AIom. 

2. Oa tho recelpl al thla eomraunieolloa _ dlrtlefed the 
Raiden' at Delhi ID latlmo.e ID HIa M.jeoty. the .urp..... with 
whleb 'We had pernoed It. and more eopecioll, our _Iohmenl 
., the UIUIIOU1IrOd.and ualoundad accaAlion whim It odv_ 
oaa\aoC lhe Han·bl. Compan, of hovIn ....... otad Ito on ..... · 
men.. with tho R..,01 F' omiIy. W. furthar deoIrad Sir E. 
Colobrooke 10 ueorlaia from tho Kin, whoth .. ha acknowladged 
Romraohun R..,. u 1.10 Apnl. 

l. You; Hon'b\o Court .tll ,ad ia ,ha Reolcloa,·. reply. 
_, 01 whieb 10 aubmil1ed. both the Kia, of Delhi'. dlolinc' 
reeoanitloa of Rornmohun R.., .. hio Aceat. and hio uplonollon 
01 the pouado on 'which he boo thou,hI proper to adoP' the 
_diaory proc:edw. of dopulin, that ladiYiduol to Ena!and 
.. tho chomp_ and odvoeoID of hio prelDndad wr_. 

4. Tho..,bjeet of the Kia, of Delhi'. cIoim to oa ou_ 
IoIioa of otipond .hleb Ia the ebiof poiaI .. Iaaue. 10 fully 
cIioc:...ad Ia par • .,opha 66 to 75 of our GrmeroI I.ctter dotad 
lrd JuI, 1828. and we have -"in, to add on thia -'- to 
the eompl.... and dotoilod esaraillotloa of tho _ of the 
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queation, contained in Sir C. Metcalfe', dispatch recorded 88 

per RUI.gin (Pol. Con. 27th July 1827. No. 71. the lub."",ce 
of which i. emibited in the paragraph, above cited . 

.s. With respect to Hi, Majesty', complaint of the insult 

offered to him by the alteration of ,tyle adopted by the lat~ 
Covernor Ceneral Earl Amherst. in hi' correspondence with the 

. Court of Delhi. we .alicit the attention of your Honourab'le 
Court to para81'aph 64 of our Ictter already referred to, anel the 

paper. therein cited .•• containing the fulleet explanation of the 
ground. and occuion. on which thil chanae weI introduced.-

Sd. W. C. Bentinck 
W. B. Bayl.y 
C. T. M.tcalf • 

• PoUlical D._h 10 ,h. Coart 0/ DiNOto ... d.ted 22ad 
MOl' 1829. 



RAJAH RAM 

The following incident of the employment of 
Rajah Ram at the Board of Control. whici} Sir 
William Foster w.. the 6rlt to recall in aD article 
read before the Royal Historical Society on 10th 
November 1916. will be found interelting to the 
reader:-

"After hho fa.Ler'1 death. Rajah ~ came to London and 
applied to Sir Jolm Hobhcnue, wbo WAI thea Preolclon. 
of th. Board of' Control. for an appolatment III hlo 
office, 'requ-, that tha opportunl.,. ma, be alIorded 
blm -,-I, to ~Io return to blo nat... _'" of 
_ulrln, lID IDaqbt Into th. mode In whleb tha public 
buoI_ 10 tr...-.d III En ..... d.' He _ appo!n .... 

III Au_ 183S Eo. one , ..... on __ clerk on 0 

.....,. of £100, 'but 0 wrllermlp In lien ... w .... fuood to 
!11m. In Al ...... d.... Eal IndUJ MG-",o lor July to 
December 1836 (yo/, 12, p. 568) tho foil........ _ 
hom the H ....... may be found-

'We h .... that the Court of 01_ haY. refuaod 
to canfirm the ......,Inatlon to • lien.,.! writenhlp .., 
th. Preaid_ of the Board of Control, of the adopted 
_ of the Iote reapected Rarnmoh_ R.." ..d tboI 
the ",1aaoI of the Conrt will be broaabt bef .... 
Parli.ment.' 

Rajob Ram, 1Iowen.t, retainecl bia pool III tha Boord' • 
..,. f .. _I,. tbrne,. .... , and when be thea _-.I 
• deoIn: to return to India, be _ allowed to drew 
bia .....,. to the end of the third ,._ and ..-..I ... 
odditioB • cIonotiaa of £100 '... CAIIIOider_ of "10 
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diligence in the diacharge of hil dutiea and the circum­
stance. under which he accompanied hi, f.ther to this 
country.' Detaile of hit lubsequent career are wanting:' 
(s...,.,l P.oI 1ft PreHnl. Oct.-Dec. 1925). 

THE BENGAL HERALD 

C. SWINTON. E5Q .. 
Chief Secreta'll 10 Gooemmenl. 

SIR, 

I have the honor to inform )"ou for the information of 
Government that Rammohun Roy and R.jkiuen Sin&, have 
ce •• ed to be proprietora of thi. newapaper, entitled the BenBGl 
Herald, from the preHnt date,· 

Cu.cUTTA. 

30th lulu. /829. 

I bave, etc .. 
(Sd.) R. M. MARTIN. 

Principal Proprietor of the s...P/ HeNld. 

• PaLli. P"""'odI .... 4th A"guo!. 1829. No. 52. 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR 

BEGAM SAMRU 
\.Vith a foreword by jADUNATH SARKAR. C.I.E. 

Pp. 246 and 8 full page illustrations. Re. 2-8. 

Begam Samru was a wonderful woman: "A 
Kashmiri girl who from abject poverty and obscurity 
rose to the command of a European-drilled brigade. 
the sovereignty of a territory as large as two English 
counties. and the honoured position of a shield to 
!he Delhi imperial family. and died in the fulness of 
her years in the odour of sanctity as the honoured 
aUy of the English rulers and a saint of the Roman 
Catholic Church." -(SARKAR). 

This is the first attempt to write her biography 
on the basi. 0/ a critical study 0/ all the available 

. historical materiala in print or MS .• -in English. 
Persian. Marathi and French. besides the mass of 
old State papers in the Imperial Record Office. 
Calcutta. Professor Sarkar has read the book in 
manuscript and approved of it as "a useful contribu­
tion to the tTue history 0/ the fall 0/ the- Mughal 
empire." 

Many sketches of her romantic life have been 
published before. but none of them approaches this 
work in /ulness and accuracy 0/ in/ormation. 

The true history of her immense fortune (given 
in Ch. Xl) reads like a romance. Her palaces and 
churches at Sardhana and Meerut and her Court life 
are fully described with illustrations. 



OPINIONS 

Ti_-"Mr. Buorjl h .. been 0' .. .., polno 10 coli ... 
011 110. mArleriala -,bl. for blo _ .... ph." 

Sir E" ... CottoD.-"A moo! reoclable .. .I ""'.,.,bl • ..... ~." 

Prol. P. Eo Robert. (o.lord)-"I have found It 
ezI",meI" In_, .. .I I CODIPatuIatoo ,ou OIl haYin. fouad 
00 ..-I • oubjert ..,.1 oJ... on havlq treated It eo abl,. IUId 
vlvicIJ,." 

H. B .... riclp.-.. The author.boa writ .... aD IDwootin. 
account of the a. .. m. ond boa liveD much rellabl. Inl_1Ion 
about her." 

Ploaear.-"Thla book Ie • I_t .... blotorlea1 romance 
of the 18th ..... OUr)'. It ... the reouIt of pod ... t lahorioao r-" 
by the outhor .... The book ma, be conoIcIerecI .. • iudlclou 
blenclina 01 • powarlul IOmonee with true and _. 
blotorlea1 inlormadcm OIl the cIownlall of the M....... _plr .... 

Prof. H. Dodwell Ca.-'clOD).-"1 hove read It with .. ~ 
In_. She woo well warth a blo .. oph,. Bod I hope ,our 
book will be .-EuI ... " 

R. B. a...botlaa .. M.A., L Utt.-"Your book 10 an 
admi",bl. ",,.. 01 oehoI.tIe. _~ which I hope athar ladloa 
writen will r:Gp7 ... 

A. F. II. Abelal AU, M.A. (K_ 01 a.. ,,"-4 01 the 
C ....... ment oI/nJu.)~"A ....,. welcGmo ""'_. Man,,... 
010 I made • opecial otudy of the Iile aod tl_ 01 the 
<elebnled Pn.- of Sar.n.- aod ...d to conoidar '""....' 
oomewIuoI 01 ... outhori" oa the .. bject. Your.-.chao han 
Jo-kecI tIw coaceIt oat of ... aod I ... ....,. ... 1uI to you 

lor the _." 
Co S. SardONi.-"A ~ additIoa •••• aD outhentIc: 

biopopb, which the Iaiot.oria. of Iodio __ ,...feet III 

.......dIu., the iIy -'noecI ~. 01 the period." 
(Alodem R..-..) 



THE POLITICS OF BOUNDARIES 

• • • 

AND 

TENDENCIES IN • • -
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

BY 

PROF. BENOY KUMAR .SARKAR. 

We have pleasure in announcing the publica­
tio.n of the above book by Benoy Kumar Sarkar of 
international fame. This i. perhaps the First Boolt 
of it. kind by an Indian author in as much as it 
deal. with the contemporary affairs in the foreign 
politic. of nation.. The work is a lirst hand study 
based on investigation. at.the prominent centres of 
life and thought and pOllesses a freshness and 
-directness not generally to be found in works on 
modern history and international law. It need he 
mentioned also that the .ources of information used 
for the publication are original Italian, French and 
German and the author'. knowledge of the world 
derived from hi. travels in almost all the continents 
-a feature that marks a distinct stage in the cultural 
activity of Young India. Our publicist. and students 
of constitutional development will not fail to obtain 
in it the latest method of approaching the problems 
of public life as well a. obj~tive accounts of the 
recent political achievements of the malle. and the 
classes in the different countries of the world. 
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The foUowina extract ia reproduced from the 
euthor'. Preface:-

The volume ia a companion and complement to 
the larger volume entitled Economic Development, 
SrKJPw.", 0/ World Mouemenn In Commerce, 
Economic Legi.lation, Indulfriali.m and Technlcol 
Educotion. The object here ill to iaolate the political 
background of the economic chanaea and treat it in 
independent manner. 

We give below a eurnmary'gf conlenll. 

CONTENTS 
The Polida of IIoaDduIee. Wor~1t AInood. • 
A N~ OIl F--. N .... -Co __ la Italy. 

Alfoln. The Ruhr·Rhl....s.u Com. 
&01_ of ..... Aa.- pia. • 

T...... Europe throop French E,... 
ReoctioJwy T ........... ID The Race for R_la. , 
~ Public Life. The Rloln. Tldo 01 Cormaa' 

Europe. R.ctIoa ID Now Not ....... _ 
Turk"". n.. New Relc ....... 

The 5_ ,. of PoIac:aN. M.-Ilnl •. Democracy. 
The Forelan PoIiIlco 01 ItaI,.. The NotiaD-D., ill Italy. 
The StraaIe .... .... eo.. The Leo .. of N ......... 
....- In Italy. Tur...... /rom Withill ..... 

The EtemoI a.-~ Wltl.out. 
AmeriCOll-TurIdoh T...,.. n.. Poillica of Bollic 5_. 
The Third IutenJatloaol. n.. 81_ ill c:_. 
'taly ill ..... BoIbD~'" The Pra~ 01 5In_ •. 
RcvoI_ In AIbuUa. Democn.c,. In lopeD. 

The book • printed Yery neatly on aood and 
thick Antique paper. in Linotype containin, nearly 
400 pagea. It io full cloth bound and very altrllc:tive 
in aeppearanc:e. 

TM priu ,. Re. 1-1 M. 
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KHILAFAT IS NOW A HISTORY OF THE PAST-SO 
EVERY STUDENT OF HISTORY AND POLITICS 

MUST KNOW 

ALL ABOUT KHILAFAT 
BY 

M. H. ABBAS 

PRICE Rs. 2-8 AS. 

CONTENTS 
PART I. 

Difference between Khllafat and Papacy-Purpose of 
Khilafat-Submilalon to Khalifa-Jazifat-ul-ArBb-Britiah 
Government and the Khllafat-

PART II. 
Int"ervlow with Mr. Moh.nnned Ali-KhUalat Delegation 

at the Il'lClta office-Interview with Mr. Uoyd George-Oele-
vaHon in Pari ___ Khilafat Deleption .t Euex Hall. Meaaage to 
America. etc.. etc. 

PART Ill. 
Turkiah Peace Treaty-Viceroy'. Mesaaae-Muslim Re­

presentation. 

PART IV. 
M.h.tm. Gondhl. J .... d Guru Sonku.eh.ry.. Pond!t 

Mal.'Viya on KhU.fat. 

SOME PRESS OPINIONS 
"Bombay Chronicl .... · (Bombay) aays:-

The Khilo.fat. like .11 other 81'ftt things. has been mis­
undentood and misrepresented. The author hu done well to 
publish the book at • time when the vital queation about the 
Khil.fat, namP.ly, the removal of Non-Mualim control and 
InAuence from the Jazirat-ul Arab ill prominently before th~ 
publlc. The map and the .ppendix. containing tho full Ust of 
tho Khalil.. .... ....Iul. 
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"A mritcr Bcrztll' Pcrtrilca" (Calcutta) lilY' :_ 

Many eopecially amoopt the Non-M ... I...... often talk 01 
·'Kh.lir· aDd ··Khil.f .. •• without undentaDdln. the meanln. 
of the lenni. their MlPlifiClince aDd &heir poNtion In Ml!lhomrd.n 
polity. Th_ Ihin;a haw ""'n dealt with chiefly in the 
Arabic laalfUAP. The author h.. done a -.!rvlce to IhOM! 
who cannot read Arabic .od :ret are wlllinif to know 8OIhe1hinl 
about the ,Khllal.t. 

"/anmabhumf' (Maa. .. ) lIlY' :-
Thn book containo wha_ 10 warth knowin\Dn the one 

problem which h.. been approprla",ly ~ihecl Mahatma 
Gandhi. in the 1011_.., _de "Khllatat 10 our .. dhonu." 
We recommend thill book to f!'I",., political Iib .. 'Y bi. .nd 
...... n in India ... d would like to ... It r..J by """'l' •• dm. 
of Politlca. 

"seroant" (Calcutta) IIIY8:- . 
It _talna a 800d d.:oI of Infonnatioo which will be ..... and inoIractive _ ID _ Indian MuaaaI..,.".. • • 

"Marlwtta" (Bombay) IIIY.:-
E .... a eu.-,r .. lance at the _ of the book ill ... !fiden, 

to comriDce &nJ' one that the book would aerwe .. • completf!'o 
KhUafat ..,Ide. . . 

"Modem lUoino'" (Calcutta) IIIY':-
Thn book io of .a1... _ a conclae and authentic cplt""'" 

01 the KhiLd.. acti.w.. and _ a ...,...a1 InlrGdudion to .h. 
property study of the Khilaf.. _ .......... 

'. 
ALL ORDERS PROMP11. Y EXEClTTED. 

N. M. RA YCHOWDHURY & CO. 
8000£11 ERS .. PVBUSH£R.S 

24. (f .... 0-) COlLEGl mar ILUUT. c.ucvru. 
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