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TO

S. S. BOSE, Esq.

AS A TOKEN OF SINCERE REGARD



AUTHOR'S NOTE

In the Imperial Record Office, Calcutta,
I have succeeded in unearthing several
documents relating to Rajah Rammohun
Roy’s journey to England. The letters,
which passed between the East India Co.
on the one hand, and the nominal Padi-
shah of Delhi and Rammohun Roy on the
other, are here printed for the first time
with the kind permission of the Govern-
ment of India, and they may be of interest
to those who are inclined to gather all
particulars about the father of modern
India.

As an introduction to this last stage in
the Rajah’s career I have reproduced his
asutobiographical sketch, written just be-
fore he went to France, which is supposed
to have been addressed by him to his
friend, Mr. Gordon, of Calcutta. This
gketch first appeared in the Athenzum,
and in the Literary Gazette.

14, Pansi Bacan,
Calcutta, May, 1926. BRAJENDRANATH BANERJI



AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH*

My pDEAR FRIEND,

In conformity with the wish you have frequently
expressed, that | should give you an outline of my
life, I have now the pleasure to give you the follow-
ing very brief sketch.

My ancestors were Brahmins of a high order,
and, from time immemorial, were devoted to the
religious duties of their race, down to my ffth pro-
genitor, who about one hundred and forty years ago
gave up spiritual exercises for worldly pursuits and
aggrandisement. His descendants ever since have
followed his example, and, according to the usual
fate of courtiers, with various success, sometimes
rising to honour and sometimes falling ; sometimes
rich and sometimes poor : sometimes excelling in
success, sometimes miserable through disappoint-
ment. But my maternal ancestors, being of the
sacerdotal order by profession as well as by birth,
and of a family than which none holds a higher rank
in that profession, have up to the present day uni-
formly adhered to a life of religious observances and
devotion, preferring peace and tranquillity of mind

* Reprinted from Mary Carpenter’s The Last days in
England of the Rajoh Rammohun Roy (1875), pp. 17-20.
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to the excitements of ambition, and all the allure.
ments of worldly grandeur.

In conformity with the usage of my paternai
race, and the wish of my father, | studied the
Persian and Arabic languages,—these being in-
dispensable to those who attached themselves to the
Courts of the Mahommedan princes ; and agreeably
to the usage of my maternal relations, | devoted
myself to the study of the Sanscrit and the theo-
logical works written in it, which contain the body
of Hindoo literature, law and religion.

When about the age of sixteen, | composed a
manuscript calling .in question the validity of the
idolatrous system of the Hindoos. This, together
with my known sentiments on that subject, havmg'
produced a coolness between me and my immediate
kindred, | proceeded on my travels, and passed
through different countries, chiefly within, but some
beyond, the bounds of Hindostan, with a feeling of .
great aversion to the establishment of the British
power in India. When I had reached the age of
twenty, my father recalled me, and restored me to
his favour ; after which | first saw and began to
associate with Europeans, and soon after made
myself tolerably acquainted with their laws and form
of government. Finding them generally more intelli-
gent, “nore steady and moderate in their conduct,
1 gave up my prejudice against them, and became
inclined in their favour, feeling persuaded that their
rule, though a foreign yoke, would lead more
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speedily and surely to the amelioration of the native
inhabitants ; and | enjoyed the confidence of several
of them even in their public capacity. My continued
controversies with the Brahmins on the subject of
their idolatry and superstition, and my interference
with their custom of burning widows, and other
pernicious practices, revived and increased their
animosity against me ; and through their influence
with my family, my father was again obliged to
withdraw his countenance openly, though his limited
pecuniary support was still continued to me.

Alter my father’s death | opposed the advocates
of idolatry with still greater boldness. Availing
myself of the art of printing, now established in
India, 1 published various works and pamphlets
against their errors, in the native and foreign
languages. This raised such a feeling against me,
that | was at last deserted by every person except
two or three Scotch friends, to whom, and the nation
to which they belong. 1 always feel grateful.

The ground which I took in all my controversies
was, not that of oppoaition to Brahminism, but to a
perversion of it ; and | endeavoured to show that the
idolatry of the Brahmins was contrary to the practice
of their ancestors, and the principles of the ancient
books and authorities which they profess to revere
and obey. Notwithstanding the violence of the
opposition and resistance to my opinions, several
highly respectable persons both among wmy awn



relations and others, began to adopt the esame
sentiments.

I now felt a strong wish to vieit Europe, ami
obtain, by personal observation, a more thorough
insight into its manners, customs, religion, and
political institutions. | refrained, however, from
carrying this intention into effect until the friends
who coincided in my sentiments should be increased
in number and strength. My expectations having
been at length realised, in November, 1830, I em-
barked for England, as the discussion of the East
India Company’s charter was expected to come on,
by which the treatment of the natives of India, and
its future government, would be determined for
many years to come, and an appeal to the King'in
Council, against the abolition of the practice of
burning widows, was to be heard before the Privy
Council ; and his Majesty the Emperor of Delhi had
likewise commissioned me to bring before the
authorities in England certain encroachments on his
rights by the East ‘India Company. 1 accordingly
amived in England in April, 1831,

1 hope you will excuse the brevity of this sketch,
as | have no leisure at present to enter into

particulars ; and
1 remain, &c.,
Rammoun Roy






APPENDIX

GOVERNOR.GENERAL BENTINCK ON RAMMOHUN
To Tue Court or Dmecrors,

HonNourapLE SIRs,

We have the honour to submit for your information copy of
a letter and its enclosures from Rammohur Roy, a native
inhabitant of Calcutta of distinguished literary repute,
announcing his intention of proceeding to England In the
capacity of Agent to the King of Delhi, and as the bearer of
a letter from His Majesty to the address of the Sovereign
complaining of the violation by the Hon'bie Company of their
engagements with the late Shah Alam. '

2, Op the receipt of this communication we dirdcted the -
Resident at Delhi to intimate to His Majesty, the surprise with
which 'we had perused it, and more especially our astonishment
at the unmeasured and unfounded sccusation which it advances
against the Hon'ble Company of having viclated its engage-‘
ments with the Royal Family., We further desired Sis E.
Colebrooke to ascertain froni the King whether he acknowledged
Rammohun Roy as his Agent.

3. Your Hon'ble Court will find in the Resident’s reply.
copy of which is submitted, both the King of Delhi’'s distinct
recognition of Rammohun Roy as his Agent, and his explanation
of the grounds on’which he has thought proper 10 adopt the
extracrdinary procedure of deputing that individual 10 England
as the champion and advocate of his pretended wrongs.

4. The subject of the King of Dethi’s claim to an sugmen-
tation of stipend which is the chief point st issve, is fully
discused in parsgraphs 66 10 75 of our Genersl Letter dated
3rd July 1828, and we have nothing to add on this occasion to
the complete and detailed examination of the merits of the
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question, contained in Sir C. Metcalfe’s dispatch recorded as
per margin [Pol, Con, 27th July 1827, No. 7], the subatance
of which is exhibited in the paragraphs above cited.

5. With respect to His Majesty's complaint of the insult
offered to himr by the alteration of style adopted by the late
Governor General Earl Amherst, in his correspondence with the
"Court of Delhi, we solicit the attention of your Honourable
Court to paragraph 64 of our letter already referred to, and the
papers therein cited, as containing the fullest explanation of the
grounds and occasion, on which this change was introduced.*

Sd. W. C. Bentinck

W. B. Bayley
C. T. Metcalfe

® Political Despatch to the Court of Directors, dated 22nd
May 1829.



RAJAH RAM

The following incident of the employment of
Rajah Ram at the Board of Control, which Sir
William Foster was the first to recall in an article
read before the Royal Historical Society on 10th
November 1916, will be found interesting to the

reader :—

“After his father's death, Rajah Ram came to London and
applied to Sir John Hobhouse, who was then President
of the Board of Control, for an appointment in his
office, ‘requesting that the oppertunity may be afforded
him previously to his return to his nstive coyntry of
acquiring an Insight into the mode in which the public
business is transacted in England.’ He was sppointed
in August 1835 for one year as an extra cletk on »
salary of £100,'but a writership in Bengal was refused 1o
him. In Alexander’s Eat India Magazine for July to
December 1836 (vol, 12, p. 568) the following extract
from the Hurkaru may be found—

‘We hoar that the Court of Directors have refused
to confinm the nomination to a Bengal writership by
the President of the Board of Control, of the adopted
son of the late respected Rammohun Roy : ead that
the refusal of the Court will be brought before
Parsliament,” .
Rajah Ram, howevet, retained his post in the Bosrd's
ofice for nearly three years : and when he then expresesd
a desire to setwn to Indis, he was allowed to draw
his salary to the end of the third year and recsived in
addition a donation of £100 ‘in considerstion of his
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diligence in the discharge of his duties and the circum-
stances under which he accompanied his father to this

country.’ Details of his subsequent career are wanting.’
(Bengal Past & Present, Qct.-Dec, 1925).

THE BENGAL HERALD

G. Swinton, Esq.,
' Chief Secratary to Government.

SIR,

1 have the honor to inform you for the information of
Covernment that Rammochun Roy and Rajkiseen Sing have
ceased to be proprietors of this newspaper, entitled the Bengal
Horald, from the present date.®

1 have, etc.,
CALCUTTA, (Sd.) R. M. MarTIN,
30th July, 1829. Principal Proprietor of the Bengal Herald.

® Pablic Proceedings, 4th August, 1829, No. 52,



BY THE SAME AUTHOR

BEGAM SAMRU

With a foreword by JADUNATH SARKAR, C.LE.
Pp. 246 and 8 full page illustrations, Rs. 2-8.

Begem Samru was a wonderful woman: ‘A
Kashmiri gir]l who from abject poverty and obscurity
rose to the command of a European-drilled brigade,
the sovereignty of a territory as large as two English
counties, and the honoured position of a shield to
the Delhi imperial family, and died in the fulness of
her years in the odour of sanctity as the honoured
ally of the English rulers and a saint of the Roman
Catholic Church.” —{SARKAR}.

This is the first attempt to write her biography
on the basis of a critical study of all the avdailable
historical materials in print or MS.,—in English,
Persian, Marathi and French, besides the mass of
old State papers in the Imperial Record Office,
Calcutta. Professor Sarkar has read the beok in
manuscript and approved of it as *‘a useful contribu-
tion to the true history of the fall of the Mughal
empire.”’

Many sketches of her romantic life have been
published before, but none of them approaches this
work in fulness and accuracy of information.

The true history of her immense fortune {given
in Ch. xi) reads like a romance. Her palaces and
churches at Sardhana and Meerut and her Court life
are fully described with illustrations.



OPINIONS

Times.~"Mr. Banerjl has been at great pains to collect
all the materials possible for his monograph.”

Sir Evan Cotton.~"A most readable and paluable dook.”

Prof. P. E. Roberts (Oxford)—"] have found i
extremely interesting and | congratulate you on having found
80 good a subject and alsc on having treated it so ably and
vividly.™

H. Beveridge.—"The author .has written an Interssting
account of the Begam, and has given much raliable information
about her.”

Pioneer.—'"'This book s & fascinating historical romance
of the 18th century. It s the result of patient laborious ressarch
by the author...The book may be considered as a judicious
blending of a powerful romance with true end accurate
historical information on the downfall of the Mughal ampire.”

Prof. H. Dodwell (London).—"] have read it with great
interest, She was well werth a biography, and | hope your
book will be succeseful...”

R. B. Ramsbotham, M.A., B. Litt.—"Yoeuwr bock is an
admirable type of scholastic, work which | hope other Indian
writers will copy.”

A.F.M. Abdul AH, M.A. (Keeper of the Records of the
Government of India).~~"' A very welcome volume, Many yeans
sgo | made a special study of the life and times of the
colebrated Princess of Sardhana and wsed w0 consider myself
somewhat of an authority on the subject. Your researches have
knocked that conceit out of me and | am very grateful to you
for the same.”

G. S Sardesasi—"A welcome addition . . ..sn authentic
biogrophy which the historisns of India cannot neglect In
unravelling the necewsrily confused accounts of the peried.”
(Modern Review)



THE POLITICS OF BOUNDARIES

AND
- - - TENDENCIESIN - - -
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

BY
Pror. BENOY KUMAR SARKAR.

We have pleasure in announcing the publica-
tion of the above book by Benoy Kumar Sarkar of
international fame. This is perhaps the First Book
of its kind by an Indian author in as much as it
deals with the contemporary affairs in the foreign
politics of nations. The work is a first hand study
based on investigations at4he prominent centres of
life and thought and possesses a freshness and
.directness not generally to be found in works on
modern history and international law. It need be
mentioned also that the sources of information used
for the publication are original Italian, French and
German and the author's knowledge of the world
derived from his travels in almost all the continents
—a feature that marks a distinct stage in the cultural
activity of Young India. OQOur publicists and students
of conastitutional development will not fail to obtain
in it the latest method of approaching the problems
of public life as well as objective accounts of the
recent political achievements of the masses and the
classes in the different countries of the world.
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The following extract is reproduced from the
author's Preface :—

The volume is a companion and complement to
the larger volume entitled Economic Development,
Snapshots of World Movements in Commerce,
Economic Legislation, Industrialism and Technical
Education. The object here is to isolate the political
background of the economic changes and treat it in
independent manner.

We give below a summary of contents.

CONTENTS

The Polidcs of Boundaries, = War-Spirit Abroad
NewsLetter on Foreigne N ton o laly.
Ev':f e of the Angore e RY
ution
Turk. Europe Ihrongh anch Eyu.
Reactionary  Tendencies o The Race for .
European Public Lifs. ThaRhianhhol Cerman *
s Reacion to New _ Nationalism,
Turkey The New Reichstag.

Successors of Poincare, Mt.olini 0. Dmoency

of Imly. The NnhnD in laly,
over the Con- The Les Nations.

stitution in laly. Tur kxam!m Within  and

i ) The Politics of Baltic States.
Third International. ‘The Situation in Greece.

in the Balksn Complex. The Problems of Singapore.
Revolutions in Albanis, Democracy in Jepan.

The price is Rs. 3-8 os.
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KHILAFAT 13 NOW A HISTORY OF THE PAST—SO
EVERY STUDENT OF HISTORY AND POLITICS
MUST KNOW

ALL ABOUT KHILAFAT

BY
M. H. ABBAS

PricE Rs. 2-8 as.
CONTENTS

Part 1,

Difference between Khilafat and Papacy—Purpose of
Khilafat—Submission to Khalifa—Jazirat-ul-Arab—British
Government and the Khilafat—

Part 1.

Interview with Mr. Mohammed Ali—Khilafat Delegation
at the lndia office—Interview with Mr. Lloyd George—Dele-
uation in Paris—Khilafat Delegation at Essex Hall, Mcssage 1o
America, ste., ete.

Part IIL
Turkish Peace Treaty—Viceroy's Message—Muslim Re-
presentation.
Part IV.

Mahatma Gandhi, Jagad Guru Sankaracharys, Pandit
Malaviya on Khilafat.

SOME PRESS OPINIONS

“Bormbay Chronicle’” (Bombay) says :—

The Khilafat, like all other great things. has been mis-
understood and misrepresanted. The author has done well o
Ruhlinh the book at a time when the vital question about the
{hilafat, namely, the removal of Non-Muslim control and
Inluence from the Jazirat-ul Arab is prominently before the
public. The map and the appendix containing the full list of
the Khalifas are useful.
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A mn‘!; Bazar Patrika” (Calcutta) says :—

Many upecm]ly amongst the Non-Moslems, often talk of
“Khalif”® and “Khilafat” without understanding the meaning
of the termas, their linmﬁunce and Ihe:.rmll!on in Mahomedan
polity. Thue things have been d with chiefly in the
Aublc language. The author has done & service to those

ho cannot road Arabic snd yet are willing to know something
nbuul the ,Khilafat.

**Janmabhumi’’ (Madras) says :~

The book contsins whatever Is worth knowing on the one
problem which has been appropristely described Mabatms
Gandhi, in the followign words “Khilafut is our * dhenu.””
We tecommend this book to every political library big snd
nfmgl I:n India and would like 10 see 1t read by every student
of Politics.

“‘Servant’’ (Cnlcutta) 2aYS

It contains a good deal of information which will be m
andhmucﬁvemmmlndhn Mussalmans. .

"Marhaﬂa" (Bombay) says :— ‘ ‘

Even a cursory glance at the of the book is sufficient
to convince any one lhnl the booi would serve as » complete
Khilafat guide. .

“Modern Review'” (Calcutta) says :—

The book is of value as & concise and authentic epitome
of the Khilafat uctivities and as a general introduction to the
property study of the Kbilafat movement.

-

ALL ORDERS PROMPTLY EXECUTED.

N. M. RAYCHOWDHURY & CO.

'BOOKSELLERS & PUBLISHERS
24, (first Roer) COLLEGE STREET MARXET, CALCUTTA.
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