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PREFACE 

Not many words are needed to send out 
this book into the world. I claim neither 
originality nor literary merit for it. In my 
judgment it is easier to write an original thesis 
than to hunf up authorities, verify and quote 
them. But being the member of a subject race, 
writing a book in defence of my mother-fand, 
in refutation of the calumnies invented and cir
culated throughout the world out of base mot
ives, I could not but refer to and quote authori
ties. There ate not many statements in· this 
book (in fact I doubt if there ·are any) in sup
port of which reputable and reliable authority 
has· not been quoted. It is easy to speak ill of 
the underdog. It is difficult to defend him. 
The very fact that he is an underdog goes 
against him. Nothing is more humiliating than 
the necessity of quoting the testimony of 
foreigners in defence. The process in itself 
involves an admission of inferiority. But there 
is no use hiding the fact that the white peoples 
of the West are not prepared to accept and 
believe any testimony but that of persons of 
their own race and colour. The book has been 
written mainly for them, and so it was necessary 
to keep their needs in view. The foreign edi-



P.BEFAC& 

,. 

tions are to be larger in size and to contain 
more matter which could not be embodied in 
this book for various reasons. 

Efforts are also being made to collect illus
trations for the foreign edition. My best thanks 
are due ·to ·my fellow-worker and friend, Lala 
Feroz ~hand, Editor of The People, but for 
whose collaboration the book might not have 
been prepared, printed and published so soon. 

One word more and I have done. It is 
with extreme reluctance amoun~ing to pain that 
I have referred to certain . phases of American 
li£e. · There· Is another side of American life
beautiful, noble,· humane, full of the milk of 
human kindness for all races, .all colours and 
·all peoples of the Y{Orld, of which I had _personal 
experience during my five years' residence: in that 
country. In' order to expiate the sin of noting 
down some of ~he dark spots of American life in 
this book I may _have to write another bool!;, 
depicting the brigh* traits of American charactel; 
in the shape of personal narrative and character 
sketches. · In this book these things would be 
owt of plac·e. They would not fit in with my 
argument. I hope my American friends will 
pardon me for giving only one side of Americanj 
life. America was not the theme of this bookj 
I have spoken of certain phases of American lifd 
only by way of comparison. 

The book has been prepared, printed an4 
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published in great hurry. No one is more con. 
scious of its defects than my humble self, but 
there is one satisfaction that nothing is stated 
herein which I do not believe to be true. 

In referring to Mother India I have used the 
English edition. 

New Delhi: 
January 1928. LAJPAT RAI. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

I. 

Subjection lo foreign yoke is one of the most 
potent causes of the decay of nations.-Prof. 
E. A .. Ross. 

Speaking from a national point of view no 
curse is greater than that of political subjection 
to another people. The marching hordes of a 
monarch are nothing in their ruinous effects 
on the country they overrun as compared with 
the gradual loss of a country's freedom by the 
complete subjugation of the people by a foreign 
army and its governance through the fear of 
their bayonets. The invader comes, plundering, 
devastating, uprooting and sweeping away like 
a hurricane. But he either goes away with his 
plunder or settles down in the country and 
identifies himself with the people. To the first 
type belonged invaders like Alexander, Mahmud 
of Ghazni, Timur, Changez Khan, Nadir Shah 
and Ahmad Shah Abdali; to the second belonged 
men who led the Scythians and the Huns into 
India and settled down here and became a part 
of the Indian nation, or like Ghauri and Babar 
laid the foundations of dynasties deep into this 
soil. 



It is true that in either case a great deal 
of . humiliation, degradation and economic 
loss is suffered by the people of the country. 
but eventually the people and the invader be
come one. They mingle their blood one with 
the other, they exchange their cultures and 
ways of life, and strive for the evolution of a 
new culture and a new people with the strong 
points of both. In either case the curse of 
foreign rule is neither so keen. nor so poignant. 
nor so devastating and humiliating as it is when 
a nation imposes its rule over another and 
maintains it by all her politic:aJ. economic and 
military resources. An appeal to the gene
rosity, magnanimity and sense of justice in an 
individual sovereign or ruler may once in a. 
while meet with sucj:ess, but that to a p.ation 
or a democracy never can. No rule over 'a 
foreign people is so exacting and so merciless 
in its operations. as that of a democracy. A 
democratic form of .government may be good · 
for domestic purposes, but the domination of a 
democra~ over other peoples is disastrous in 
its effects, and is · fraught with possibilities of 
·infinite evil. 

Political subjection is the punishment of 
social evils and national crimes. but once im
posed, it adds to their volume and intensity. 
It effectively checks any rejuvenation or recon
struction. It accentuates social evils and 
weaknesses. It leads to poverty in all its 
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hideous forms, mental, moral and physical. 
If ever an awakening comes, it is delayed, or 
checked and crushed by all the forces of law 
and diplomacy, and of cunning and fraud. It 
is a part of the Imperial game to paint the sub
ject people in the blackest colours, and to 
slander and libel them :nost shamelessly. The 
object is to produce and perpetuate the slave 
mentality of the subject people, and to obtain 
the moral sanction of the rest of the world for 
usurping the rights, properties and liberties of 
other peoples. This is the genesis of the 
philosophy of the white man's burden. This 
is the mentality which stimulates the Empire
builder. This is the material with which the 
' steel frames ' are forged to keep the subject 
peoples in hand and to prevent them • from 
doing harm to themselves ' by aspiring to and 
working for their freedom. That is how 
Britain made her Empire in India; that is how 
the U. S. A. took possession of the Philippine 
Isles and now refuses to vacate them. 

It is true that sometimes empire-making be
gins in a fit of self-forgetfulness, for t~mporary 
purposes of safety or trade, but soon, very soon, 
it becomes wilful and unscrupulous empire
building. Empires built and made have to be 
added to, maintained and managed. Some
times, however, Empires made by fraud and 
maintained by force, have the ugly knack of 
awakening the political consciousness of the 
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sdbject peoples. Political domination leads to 
economic exploitation. ·Economic exploitation 
leads fo dirt, disease and distress, until they 
drive even the meekest people on earth to 
rebellion, passive or active, and create the 
desire for freedom. The rulers· resent this. 
At first they try to crush this ·spirit for emanci
pation out of existence by ridicule and contempt 
or by ignoring it altogether. Then comes the 
stage of control, which is followed by a policy 
of repression cvm conciliation leading to cunning 
and fraud, chicanery and charlatanism. The 
struggle goes on. The Imperialists divide 
themselves into two parties. (a) ·The advo
cates of pure · force and no nonsense. 
(b) The liberals who trot out the plea of 
trusteeship by conv_incing the ' wards ' . inside,. 
and the world outside, that the people are unfit 
to rule themselves, and that the best interests 
of the ruled tl)el}lselves demand a never-ending 
continuance of the trusteeship. Certain condi..: 
tions are laid down, the fulfilment of which 
might lead to the ·ending of the period of 
trusteeship. Actual policy is directed to check 
and prevent the fulfilment of these conditions, 
and thus a vicious circle is created by which 
both the people affected and the world at 
large are deceived. \V ant of literacy, lack of 
social purity and social solidarity, the existence 
of depressed and suppressed classes, the low 
nature of private· and public morality, and in-
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capacity to build arms, to lead armies and to 
Qrganise scientific defence, all are used as justi
fications for the denial of freedom; every effort 
is at the same time made to perpetuate these 
disqualifying conditions. The subject people 
are declared deficient in character, which alone 
is said to enable people to rule themselves, or 
to deal fairly as between one class and another. 
The lesson of their own domestic history or 
that of other peoples is clean forgotten by the 
ruling race, and great point is made of the 
so-called backward condition of the aspiring 
nation. It is cried from house-tops that these 
people have got into the slough of slave
mentality; they hug their chains; they love 
their ignorance; they adore their poverty; they 
are devoted to dirt, disease and distress; they 
are afraid of freedom, and they hate the classes 
which cry for liberty and raise the standard of 
revolt against established absolutism, entrench
ed foreign autocracy, and personified exploita
tion. Such is the curse of political subjection 
and economic bondage, that the slaves them
selves fail to recognise that the only way to 
develop a character for self-government and a 
free life is to break their chains and throw off 
the yoke. Such is the process of Imperial 
hypnotism and of sophisticated, well-organised 
and well-planned propaganda that the subjects 
themselves while disgusted with their chained 
life are yet afraid of freedom. Thus things 
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keep moving in a vicious circle until Nemesis 
overtakes all and starts a fresh chapter in 
history. 

· Every school-boy knows that for ages 
Europe was plunged into barbarity, ignorance, 
and bondage. When we say Europe we mean 
the white races ()f the world-Europe and 
America, for America is only 1a child of Europe. 
The white races got their religion from Asia; 
arts and industries they copied from Egypt; 
moral standards they borrowed from India an<l 
Palestine. Whatever is really go6d and moral 
among the modern nations of the world is 
largely a gift of the East. According to some 
even their bl()od is. Asiatic in origin. Even 
casual students of history know that only three 
centuries back Asia ruled and dominated at 
least half of modern Europe. ·Alexander's ~ere 
the only armies that ever met wtih victory in· 
pre-Christian Asia. They affec:ted but a small 
part of Asia, an'd ·that also only for a short 
period of a few years. Alexander's raid was 
well recompensed by the· raids and victories of the 
Huns, of Chengiz Khan and Timur, and then of 
the Moors and Turks. For centuries Russia, 
Turkey, Sicily, Spain and the Balkans were 
ruled and dominated by the Asiatics. Europe's 
dominance over Asia is not more than two 
centuries old. It virtually began with the con
quest of India, and God willing will end with 
her emancipation. It is this fear which is the 
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motive behind an unholy combination of. all the· 
white peoples of the earth against India's aspi
rations to political freedom. India is the crux 
of the problem of the clash of colour. India's: 
freedom means the freedom of the whole colour
ed world. This explains the great popularity 
and success which Miss Katherine Mayo's book 
Mother India has gained throughout the West. 

Miss Mayo's mentality is the mentality of 
the white races as a whole against the black 
or brown or yellow peoples of Asia. She is. 
only the mouth-piece of the oppressors of the 
East. The awakening of the East has frighten-· 
ed both Europe and America. Hence this 
hysterical exhibition of temper, and this studied,. 
deliberate, infamous propaganda against a race
so ancient and so cultured. 

II. 

Miss Katherine Mayo is by her antecedents 
a tool of the Jingoes of America. She is a 
journalist whose only claim to authorship is a 
facile pen, a familiarity with sensational catch 
words and a habit of telling doubtful stories in 
a crackling style. Even a superficial reader can 
point out her ignorance of History, Psychology 
and the science of Politics. Yet she is an able 
writer of sorts. Her first debut into the realm 
of authorship was made by the publication of 
a volume of her ' researches ' into the condi-
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tions of the Filipinos who have been knocking 
at the door of America for their promised 
freedom. The book was named Tlte Isla of 

'Fear.. Mr. S. K. Ratcliffe, once an editor of the 
Calcutta StatUIIUJII, and a famous English 
Journalist. now popular in the U.S. A. by his 
lectures and by his contn"'butions to the American 
Press, tells us in the course of a review of 
Mother !IIdia (published in the New York 
Nt!'DI RepMblic) :- J 

a Two years ago. when I read Katherine Mayo's 
propagandist volume on tbe Pbi1ippiDes. it g~ "W>I to 
me certain that she would go nat to India and 
produce a book enforcing a · amclusion ptecisely 
similar to tbe one reiterated in T/w Isla of F_.. 
The thesis of that vigorous manifesto, it wiD be re
membered, is that tbe. United States must keep ib. 
governing baud upon the archipelago. for if it did DOt. • 
tbe Filipinos would be· skinned alive by their owa 
.laDdlonls, lawyers. uswpa s. • 

V{ e have reason to believe that Miss Mayo's. 
visit to India was n!)t a spontaneous one, and 
that she was urged to come to India by those 
Britishers with vested interests, who think~at 
the development of self-government in India is 
a menace to them and their pockets. Obvi
-ously we can have no direct evidence in support 
of this theory. ·But of strong circumstantial 
evidence there is no dearth. Mr. Lionel Curtis 
is one of those • progressive ' gentlemen who 
are interested in the integrity and prosperity of 
the British Empire. He· is a member of the 
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Round Table Group in Great Britain. This. 
Group is vitally interested in the problems of 
the Empire, and its members devote their time 
and energy to bringing the different parts of' 
the Empire together and to making them under
stand each other better. The Empire, however, 
for which they stand is a ' Commonwealth of 
Nations ' in which the white, British as 'well as. 
Colonial, shall rule and exploit the ' natives.' 
Mr. Curtis visi.ted India in. xgx6-17-about the 
time of the famous pronouncement of Mr. 
Montagu in August 1917, in the House 
of Commons, pledging the. word of Great 
Briltain to grant self-government to India 
by progressive "stages. Mr. Montagu cam~t 
to India to study the situation and to 
report to Parliament how best to give effect 
to that pledge. Mr. Lionel Curtis also made 
somewhat similar professions. While the Sec
retary of State tried to give something, it was 
the Round Table Knight's concern to see that 
little was given, and that little rendered in
effeetive. He entered into a conspiracy with 
two eminent Britishers of the Indian Civil Ser
vice, members of the Round Table Group, both 
in charge of high offices in one of the provinces 
of India. The object of this conspiracy was 
to give a voice and share to the white Domi
nions of Great Britain in determining the future 
of India and to strengthen the chains with which 
she was bound down for the glorification of 



UNHAPPY INDU. 

the Empire. One of the documents which con
tained the infamous stoty of this conspiracy, by 
.chance feR into the hands of Mr. Gandhi, and 

• he made it public. :Mr. Curtis was caught red
handed, and had to explain away the Round 
Table Circular as a private letter to ' intimate 
friend's.' By repute he and his fellow-conspira
tors of the Indian Civil SerVice were the authors 
o0f dyai-chy and such other features of the 
Montagu-Chelmsford Report as have been the 
bane of the Reforms Act of 1919- ·. 

In August 1925 Mr. Curtis happened to 
be in Massachussets, U. S. A. He met Miss 
Katherine Mayo, and was at once so much 
enamoured of her production, Tile Isles of Fear, 
that he wrote a foreword for the English edition. 
o0f that book. The language of the fo~word 
makes it highly probable that Mr. Curtis--even 
if he did not find the money for Miss Maya's 
expensive voyage to India---had something to 
do with the idea" that Miss Mayo's Philippine 
work be followed tiy a visit to India with 
.similar motives and aims. Said Mr. Curtis in 
the foreword:* 

"The British Government is responsible for more 
dependencies than all the other nations put together. 
Our experience is centuries old. [May we ask how 
many centuries old, as the beginning of the Britisl 
Empire in Asia is not even full two a:nturies old? J 
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••. , we can hardly afford to ignore the experience 
of others, especially that of the young light-hearted 
masters of. the West...... In discussing the Indian 
or Colonial estimates a Minister might well be ex
pected to show Parliament that he knew how American 
or Dutch administrators were handling analogous 
problems in the Philippines or Java. In 1917 the 
policy pursued by America in the Philippines was a 
commonplace of nationalist propaganda in India. In 
the following year when retiring frwn the Indian 
Government, Sir W. Meyer visited the Philippines, 
but if he reported on American met)lods the fact has 
never been disclosed by the India Office." 

In the following paragraph Mr. Curtis 
makes it clear how valuable Miss Mayo's book 
on the Philippine Islands could be to the Eng
lish administrators of India: 

"The Jones Law passed by the American Congress 
in . 1916 transferred the control of legislation and 
supply to a legislature answerable to a Philippine 
electorate while leaving the executive power to a 
governor responsible to the President of the U. S. A. 
A system, the close equivalent of the Jones Law was 
the only alternative to that embodied in the constt
tution which was given to India in 1920. For this 
reason alone the operation of the Jones Law in the 
Philippines deserves to be studied by observers who 
bring to their task an adequate knowledge of Indian 
conditions. I commend this book to English readers 
in the hope of provoking such enquiries." 

Mr. Curtis is conscious that "Miss Mayo's account 
of the results which have followed the American 
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attempt tb • hasten ' self-government in the Philippines 
will probably be used to discredit the policy applied 
to India in the pronouncement of 1917." 

Miss Mayo protests that she has written 
the book only for the use of her own people, 
but she· has not yet told us of what use could 
a wholesale denunciation of. the Indian people 
be to the people of the United States unless 
it was the same kind of use for which Mr. 
Curtis recommended The Isles of Fear to the 
British Indian administrators. 

Anyhow we are justified in concl~ding that 
in August 1925 there was son;te kind of mutual 
discussion and understanding between Mr. L, 
Curtis, the champiop. of British Imperialism, and 
Miss Mayo, the author of The Isles of Fear, 
which led to Miss. Mayo's visit to the India · ' 
Office, en route to I~dia • early ' in October · 
1925. Who introduced her to the authorities 
of the India Office? Who persuaded the latter 
to give introductions to her for use in India? · 
These are questions· which Mr. Curtis may 
answer for the bendit of the curious if he 
chooses. Be that as it may, Miss Mayo • called 
at the India Office ' • in early October 1925.' 
The good people of the India Office asked her 
' what would you like us to do for you? ' She 
answered:-

" Nothing, except to believe what I say. A foreign 
stranger prying about India. not studying ancient 
architecture. not seeking philosophers or poets, not 
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even hunting big game, and commissioned by no one, 
anywhere, may seem a queer figure. Especially if 
that stranger develops an acute tendency to ask ques
tions. I should like it to be accepted that I am 
neither an idle busybody nor a political agent, but 
merely an ordinary American citizen seeking test facts 
to lay before my own people." 

On her own admission the India Office 
were not slow to give introductions. 

This sounds suspicious enough. But here 
are a few further facts which I found out on 
enquiry. Miss Mayo was the guest of a 
member of the Government of India and his 
wife during her stay at Delhi in the winter 
of 1926. She was a guest at least at one Gov
ernment House in India. The Home Member 
of the Government of India has admitted in the 
Legislative Assembly that the Government 
officials in India did give her help and showed 
her courtesies,-though he contends these were 
not different from those that are given or shown 
to other publicists or visitors. This statement 
cannot be accepted at its face value when we 
find Miss Mayo admitting that sometimes she 
accompanied ' a District Commissioner on his 
tours of chequered duty,' sometimes she 'sat 
in ' 'at village councils of peasants, or at an 
Indian Municipal Board meeting.' How could 
an American woman, an utter stranger to the 
country, absolutely ignorant of its many ver
naculars, ' sit in ' at the village councils of 



xxvi UNHAPPY INDIA 

peasants, unless slie was taken to these (prob
ably pre-arranged) councils by English-speaking 
Indian officials deputed by higher officers? 

Miss Mayo was at the India Office in 
London in October 1925. In her foreword she' 
gives no date or year to show when she com
pleted her manuscript. Inside the title sheet 
of the American edition ' May 1927' is given 
as the month when it was first printed. From 
October 1925 to May l927, exclusive of both 
months, the total period which Miss Mayo spent 
on· this book (from the date of her starting for 
India to the date of the first publication of her 
book) seems not to exceed 18 months. And 
during this period we must understand she 
toured in India from the North-Western 
Frontier Province ~o Madras, visited. r:nany : 
towns and villages, studied the history of the 
various communities and their social, industrial 
and political Hfe: She visited homes and hos
pitals and discussed metaphysics and philosophic· 
outlooks on life. She managed· to include in 
this stupendous tas!C printed debates of the 9 
Provincial Councils, the two chambers of the 
Indian Legislature, the Blue Books and Reports 
of the numerous· Government Departments of 
all the provinces extending over quite two de
cades. This period of 17 months includes the 
.voyage back to America and the writing and 
printing of the book. Has· any writer ever 
performed such ·a feat in such a short time 
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single-handed? 
To some these facts would be a conclusive 

proof of Miss Mayo's coming to India through 
some agency of Anglo-Indians, official and non
official, who wanted her to write a book of the 
kind she had written about the Philippines in 
1924. For our more sceptical readers we shall 
add-

I. That her book was firsi: boomed in the 
British Isles by the leading Tory organs who 
bad been agitating against the advanced Indian 
political parties and their claims for Swaraj. 

2. That the chief of these Tory papers, 
the London Times, refused to give publicity to 
an important letter* of protest signed by almost 
all the influential Indians, officials and non
officials, then present in London. The letter 
ran-

. " Our attention has been drawn to the recent 
publication, entitled Mother INdia, by an American 

• The letter """ signed by Sir A. C. Chatterjee, ffigh 
Commi .. ioner for India i Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, ex-Member 
of the Viooroy's Exeoul1ve Council ; Sir Chimanlal Setalvad, 
ex-Member of the Executive Council of the Qo...,rnor or 
Bombay ; Mr. SachchidiUlande Sinha, ex-Member of the Execu
tive Conncil of the Governor of Bihar and Orioa ; Sir M. M. 
Bhowarmgroe ; Mr. Dube, BerristeNlt-Law, praotioing before 
Hi& Majesty's Privy Council ; Mr. Kamat, Member of the 
Royal Commiaoion for A.lrricultnre ; and all the Indian 
Membero of the Council of tl.e Seeretary of State for India, 
namely, Sir Mahomed Rafique. Mr. S: N. Mnllicli: and Dr. 
Pranil"'.1"- Tho Ti- refused to publish this letter al
tbougb 11 """ .., Important statement by prominent people. 
Benter'• propop~~diot newa 111M'ioo pve it aboolutely no 
publicity. 
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tourist, Miss Katherine Mayo, who paid a visit to 
India during the cold weather of 1925-26. It has 
never been ,our lot to read a book which indulges in 
such a wholesale, indiscriminate vilification of Indian 
civilization and Indian character. 

" We concede .that like other cold whether tourists 
Miss Mayo was entitled to form and express her own 
opinions. But when a foreign~ who spends not more 
than a few months in our country uses the material 
gleaned from hospital cases, culled from criminal trial 
reports and deduced from her own observation of 
isolated happenings, and seeks to fortify herself with 
quotations divorced from context, and then proceeds 
on such slender basis to formulate a general indict
ment against the character and culture of a great coun
try like India, possessed of an ancient . civilization, it 
is time that we protested. 

" She depi'cts the entire nation of 320 million• 
people as physical degenerates. moral perverts and· 
unabashed liars. If an lndian could have the temerity 
to pass a similar judgment on any nation of the West, 
after but a few months' residence in any country in 
Europe or America, BJ?.d to indict the Western people; 
their civilization and character on the strength of the 
reports of sensational· cases and crimes, moral per
versions and physical degeneracy as evidenced by the 
proceedings of the courts, hospital and personal ex
periences, official reports, newspaper paragraphs and 
other special instances, he would be rightly condemned 
as unworthy of serious attention •••••. 

" We should not have felt called upon to take 
BJ?.Y public notice of a book of this character, but 
when we find that the publication is receiving serious 
attention of the British Press. to the obvious detriment 
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of India, at this juncture. we think it oi1r duty to 
warn the British public against what strikes us as 
being a singularly mischievous book." 

3· That the book has been distributed free 
both in Great Britain and America. The Rt. 
Hon'ble Colonel Wedgwood, M.P., received 
three copies-all free. It is only propaganda 
books that are supplied gratis so generously. 

II. 

In the last section I quoted a letter which 
a number of responsible Indians sent to the 
London Times in August 1927 when Miss 
Mayo's book was being boomed by the benevo
lent British Press. Three of the signatories were 
members of the India Council at Whitehall (two 
Hindus and one Mussalman). They had be
fore· their appointment to their present offices 
held high offices in India. One had been the 
Judge of a High Court established by Royal 
Charter; another a Minister of Education to the 
Government of Bombay. Two of the other 
Indians had been Executive Councillors of the 
Government of India and one that of Bombay. 
One of them is at present holding the exalted 
office of the High Commissioner of India at 
London, and so on. Their opinion of Mothw 
India is weighty. They cannot be brushed aside 
as mere agitators or men of no position. It 
would not be a very flattering compliment to 
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the Government of India to say that their 
opinion is false or untrustworthy. 

Now I" propose to refer to the opinion of 
one whom a great American Christian leader 
bas compared with Christ, and whom several 
Westerners have characterised as the greatest 
man of the age. I mean Mjihatma Gandhi. In 
the course of a signed 31'ticle in his own weekly, 
You11g I IIdia, under the caption 'Drain Inspect
or's Report,' Mahatma Gandhi made the fol
lowing remarks about this boo\: 

The book is cleverly and po~fully written. Tbe 
carefully chosen quotations give it the appearance of 
a truthful book, but .the impression it leaves on my 
mind is that it is the report of a drain inspector sent 
out ~th the one purpose of opening and examining· • 
the dr.Uns of the country to be reported upon or to . 
give a graphic description of the stench exuded by tbe 
open drains. If Miss Mayo had confessed that she 
ha.i gone to India . merely to open out and examine 
the drains of India, there would perhaps be little · 
to oomplain about her cOmpilation ..•• 

I feel that no one who has any knowledge of India 
can possibly accept her terrible accusations against 
the thought and the life of the people of this unhappy 
country. Tlut book is tvithotll dotWI tlfllnUhfal, lw 
tlut jtJCts sttJJetl tNer so lrulhftAl.. If I open oat 
and describe with P''....vlious care all the stench 
exuded from the drains of London and say ' Be
bold London,' my facts win be incapable of challenge. 
but- my judgment will be rightly condemned as a 
travesty of truth. Miss Mayo's book is nothing better, 
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nothing else. The authoress says she was dissatisfied 
with the literature she rud about India and so she 
came to India • t~ see what a volunteer unsubsidised, 
uncommitted and unattached could observe of common 
things in daily human life.' 

After having read the book with great attention, 
I regret to say that I find it difficult to accept this 
claim. Unsubsidised she may be. Uncommitted and 
unattached she certainly fails to show herself in any 
page. We in India are accustomed to interested pub
lications patronised,-' patronised' is accepted as an 
elegant synonym for • subsidised,'-by the Govem
ment. We have become used to understanding from 
pre-British days, that the art (perfected by the British) 
of government includes the harnessing of the secret 
services of men learned, and reported to be honest 
and honourable for shadowing suspects and for writ
ing up the virtues of the Government of the day as 
if the certificate had come from disinterested quarters. 
I hope that Miss Mayo will not take offence if she 
conies under the !lhadow of such suspicion .... 

[Mother /IIdia] is doubly untruthful. It is un
truthful in that she condemns a whole nation or in her 
words • the peoples of India' (she will not have us 
as one nation) practically without any reservation as 
to their sanitation, morals, religion, etc. It is also 
untruthful because she claims for the British Gov
ernment merits which cannot be sustained and which 
nmny an honest British officer would blush to see 
the Government credited with .••• 

Miss Mayo is an avowed Indophobe and Anglo
phil, refusing to see anything good about Indians and 
anything bad about the British and their rule •••• 

Nor are all the authoress's quotations or isolated 
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facts truthfully stated. I propose to pick up those 
I have personal knowledge of. The book bristles 
with quotations tom from their context and with ex
tracts which have been authoritatively cballenged. 

The authoress bas violated all sense of propriety 
by asspciating the Poet's name with child-marriage. 
The Poet bas indeed referred to early marriage as 
not an undesirable institution. , But there is a world 
of difference between child-mafrlage and early mar
riage. If she bad taken the trouble of making the 
acquaintance of the free and freedom-loving girls and 
women of Sbantiniketan she would have known the 
Poet's meaning of early mar:riage. 

She bas done me the honour of quoting me fre
quently in support of her argument. Any person who 
collects extracts from a reformer's diary, tears them 
from their context, anil proceeds to condemn, on the 
strength of these, the people in whose midst the 
reformer bas worked, W0)11d get no hearing from sane 
and unbiased readers or hearers. 

But in her hurry to see everything Indian in &' 

bad light she bas not only taken liberty with my writ
ings but she bas not fhought it necessary even to verify 
through me certain things ascribed by her or others 
to me •••• 

The nineteenth chapter is a collection of authori
ties in praise of the achie,·ements of the British Gov
ernment, almost every one of which has been repeatedly 
cballenged both by English and Indian writers of un
impeachable integrity. The seventeenth chapter is 
written to show that we are a • world menace.' If 
as a result of Miss Mayo's effort the League of 
Nations is moved to declare India a segregated country 
unfit for exploitation. I have no doubt both the West 
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and the East would be the gainers. We may then 
have our internecine wars. Hindus may be eaten up, 
as she threatens, by the hordes from the North-West 
and Central Asia-that were a position infinitely su
perior to one of evergrowing emasculation. Even as 
electrocution is a humaner method of killing than 
the torturous method of roasting alive, so would 
a sudden overwhelming swoop from Central Asia upon 
the unresisting, insanitary, superstitio~ and sexuality· 
ridden Hindus, as Miss Mayo describes us to be, be 
a humane deliverance from the living and ignominious 
death which we are going through at the present mo
ment. Unfortunately, however, such is not Miss 
Mayo's goal. Her case is to perpetuate white domina
tion in India on the plea of India's unfitness to rule 
herself. •.• 

The picturesque statements t<Jat this clever au
thoress puts into the mouths of the various characters 
read like so many pages from a sensational novel in 
whicl\ no regard has to be paid to truth. Many of 
her statements seem to me to be utterly unworthy of 
belief and do not put the men and women to whom 
they are ascribed in a favourable light. Take for 
instance this statement put in the mouth of a prince: 

" • Our treaties are with the Crown of England. • 
one of them said to me, with incisive calm. ' The 
princes of India made no treaty with a Government 
that included Bengali b<JbKS. We shall never deal 
with this new lot of Jacks-in-office. While Britain 
stays. Britain will send us English gentlemen to speak 
for the King-Emperor, and all will be as it should 
be between friends. If Britain leaves, we, the princes, 
will know how to straighten out India. even as princes 
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should.'"* 
However. fallen Indian princes may be, I should 

want unimpeachable evidence ~fore I could believe 
that there can be in India a prince so degraded as. 
to make such a statement. Needless to say the au
thoress does not give the name of the prince. 

· A still more scandalous statement occurs oa 
page 314 and reads as follows 1 

" ' His Highness does not believe,' said the Dewan, 
' that Britain is going to leave India. But still, under 
this new regime in England. they may be so ill-advised. 
So His Highness is getting his troops in. shape, accU~D< 
mutating munitions l!Dd coining silver. And if the 
English do go. three months af~erward, not a rupee 
or a virgin will be left in all Bengal.' " 

The reader is kept in darkness as to the name lilf 
His Highness or of the enlightened Dewan. 

I should be sorry. indeed to think that there are • 
many Englishmen and· Englishwomen who say one .. 
thing to their Indian friends and another to their 
Western confidants. Those Englishmen and EngliSh
women who may.chance to read the sweepings gathered 
together by Miss Mayo with her muck-rake will re-: . 
cognise the statements· I have in mind. ln seeking 
to see an India degnded Miss Mayo has unconsciously 
de,araded the characters whom she has used as her 
instruments for proving her facts, which she boasts. 
cannot be ' disproved or shaken.' I hope I have given 
sufficient prima fa<U proof in this article to show that 
many of her facts stand disproved even in isolatioiL 
Put together 'they give a wholly false picture ••.. 

I do not remember having given the message 

• Jlolh<'i' indi4, p. 816 (Amet. edition). 
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Miss Mayo imputes to me. The only one present 
who took any notes at all has no recollection of the 
message imputed to me. But I do know what mes
sage 1 give every American who comes to see me : 
" Do not believe newspapers and the catchy literature 
you gel in America. But if you want to know any· 
thing about India go to India as students, study India 
for yourself. If you cannot go, make a study of 
all that is written about India for her and against her 
and then form your own conclusions. The ordinary 
literature you get is either exaggerated vilification of 
India or exaggerated praise.'' I warn Americans and 
Englishmen against copying Miss Mayo. She came 
not with an open mind as she claims, but with her 
preconceived notions and prejudices which she betrays. 
on every page, not excluding even the introductory 
chapter in which she recites the claim. 

I have given these copious extracts from 
Mahatma Gandhi as by common consent he is 
accepted to be the greatest, the most saintly 
and the most truthful of all living Indians. 
Miss Mayo may not consider him saintly enough 
to compete with the Indian Civil Servants or 
the Christian missionaries working in India, as. 
she insinuates in one of the interviews she gave 
'to a Press reporter. But her estimate of 
Gandhi is in line with the relative estimates of 
Indians and Westerners made in her book. 
Next to Mahatma Gandhi the two other Indians. 
who enjoy such international fame as is unique 
for the sons of an Asiatic and subjugated coun
try are the poet Rabindranath Tagore (knight-
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ed by the British Government and Doctored 
by its Universities), a winner of the Nobel 
Prize, and ,Dr. Sir J. C. Bose, F.R.S., the great 
scientist. 

Tagore has expressed his opinion of the 
book on two occasions,. (a) in a letter to the 
Manchestu Guardian, (b) $n a letter to The 
Nation, New York. Elsewhere we give extracts 
from both. . 

Dr. Bose calls it a filthy book not worthy 
of attention. 

In an ·Appendix we are. putting together 
the opinions some prominent people, who know 
India much better .than Miss Mayo does, have 
expressed about Mothu India. Rabindranath .. 
Tagore accuses her of ' deliberately untruthful 
irresponsibility ' in handling his writings.' The ·' 
late Lord Sinha, the only Indian ever appointed 
Governor of a province, entirely agrees with 
Mr. Gandhi that·' Miss Mayo has had a good· . 
sniff at all the filthy· drains of India.' He calls 
·her book ' a lie, and a false picture.' The 
Executive Committee of the National Christian 
Council of India, which is presided over by the 
Lord Bishop of Calcutta and metropolitan of 
India, asserts that ' the picture of India which 
emerges from Miss Mayo's book is untrue to 
the facts and unjust to the people of India.' 
Eminent foreigners who 'know India intimately 
have condemned the book in strong terms. Mr. 
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Edward Thompson, novelist and playwright, 
author of An Indian Day, calls Mother India' one 
long nagging,' and expresses the opinion that 
Miss Mayo lost her case • when she wove int& 
it a bitter conviction that the white man's rule 
is so overwhelmingly good for inferior breeds 
that it is only wickedness that makes them dis
satisfied.' Sir John Maynard, retired Executive 
Councillor, finds it hard to write with restraint 
about Miss Mayo's book. Col. Wedgwood, 
M.P., writing ('in the Hindu Annual, I927) of 
Miss Mayo's generalisations about sex life in 
India says: 

" It has always been the habit of civilised peoples 
to attribute to neighbours whom they feared and hated 
just those vices which were unpopular. In that way 
contempt could take the place of fear. The Germans 
said of the French that they were exhausted by sexual 
excesses,-only they put it .more shortly. In the time 
of the Crusades all followers of the • false Mahound ' 
were addicted to unnatural vice; so were the Bul
garians or the Albig<:nses, when Christianity had to 
be worked up against them. French mediaeval dis
like of the raiding English led them to speak of us 
as ' tailed monkeys,' though that particular form of 
sexual perversion is one from which we are exception
ally free.'' 

The reader will find the opinions of several 
other people about Moth#r India in the Ap
pendix. 
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III. 

MISS., MAYo's AUTHOIUTIES AND BOW SHE 

HANDLES TBEK. 

On Hindu life, customs and manners, on 
Hindu religion and Hindu philosophy Miss Mayo 
has chiefly relied on the ~uthority of the Abbe 
Dubois and has quoted from his book on these 
subjects profusely. It seems proper therefore 
to d~al with the authority of the Abbe once for 
alf in this place and to point out what value 
.can be attached to his opinions and comments. 
· Dubois was a Jesuit mtss1onary. A 
refugee from the French Revolution, he came 
.and settled dowri in India. There is reason to 
believe that all the time he lived among tae 
Hindus he posed as a Brahman. There· is also. 
reason to believe that he was • a Tamil, far 
more than a Sanskrit scholar.'*-which .Is a 
polite way of saying that he .was not much of.a 
Sanskrit scholar. . His opinions .about Hindu 
religion and Hindu learning are not of much 
value. European knowledge of Hindu literature 
.and religion in Dubois' days was extremely 
limited. Since then much that is of great scien
tific value has been discovered and made known, 
.and Western scholars have written a great deal 
.about Hindu religion, Hindu philosophy and 

·nu~~r of the Introduction to the Oxford Edition of 
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Hindu Law. The investigations of Western 
scholars are now being supplemented by Indian 
:savants. Max Muller, Deussen, Welkins, 
Rapson, Colebrook, Sir William Jones, Lanman, 
Macdonel, Keith, Foucher, Sylvian Levi and a 
host of others among the Europeans; J ayaswal, 
.B. N. Seal, R. G. Bhandarkar, Sarkar, R. L. 
Mitter, and a host of others among Indians 
.are far better authorities on these subjects 
than the Abbe Dubois. Miss Mayo does not 
know any one of them. She does not refer to 
their writings and opinions. She relies almost 
exclusively on M. Dubois, whose knowledge 
was gleaned mostly from what translations of 

"sanskrit works into European languages existed 
then. About his personal observations also it 
should not be forgotten that he lived the whole 
of the time he spent in India in that part of 
the Deccan which is situated south of Kistna. 
The Editor of the Oxford edition of his work 
Temarks:• 

"At the same time he [Dubois] disclaims for 
his work ar.y general applicability to the whole of 
India. H"as observations extend, broadly speaking, to 
the India that lies south of the Vindhyan range; and 
even within those limits he is careful to remark that 
local differences are so many and so marked that 
there is no class or sect or community of Hindus that 
hat not, in addition to the general rules of Hindu 
society, some domestic usages peculiar to itself: So 

• l6i<t p. ziii. 
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that, as he says, it is impossible to generaiise with 
con1plete accuracy on any subject connected with 
them." 

Mr. K. N atarajan, Editor of the Indian Social 
Reformer, who is an advanced social reformer 
himself, remarks· in the course of a series of 
articles on Miss Mayo's .book published in his 
weekly: • 

" [The Abbe) was an impostor from first to 
last. • . . ' I had no sooner arrived among the na
tives of India,' he writes, 'than I recognised the 
absolute necessity of gaining their confidence. Ac
cordingly I made it my consll\nt rule to live as they 
did. I adopted their style of clothing, and I studied 
their customs and. methods of life in '?rder to be 
exactly like them. . I even went so far as to avoid 
any display of repugnance to the majority of their 
peculiar prejudices. .By such circumspect ~onduct l 
was able to ensure a· free and hearty welco:ne from 
people of all castes and conditions, and was bfteo 
favoured of thei1 own ~~::cord with the most curious 
and interesting particulars about themselves.'* Not. 
wi~hstanding all this· cam:>ullage, the Abbe's work as 
a Christian Missionat'y was, on his own admission, a 
humiliating failure. ' The restraints and privations 
under which I have lived: he wrote, 'by conforming 
myself to the usages of the country; embracing, in 
many respects, the prejuuices of the natives; living 
)ike them, and becoming all but a Hindu myself ; in 
short by being tlltlde all thmgs to all tKen thai I might 
0, oll meam sav1 sotne--all these have proved of no 

• Dubois, op. cit., p. 8. 
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avail to me to make proselytes. During the long period 
I have lived in India, in the capacity of a missionary, 
I have made, with thE' assistance of a native missionary, 
in all between two and three hundred converts of 
both sexes. Of this number two-thirds were pariahs 
or beggars; and the rest were composed of Sudras. 
vagrants, outcastes of several tribes, who being without 
resource turned Christian in order to form connections, 
chiefly for the purpose of marriage, or with some 
other interested views.'* The Abbe, foiled in his mis
sionat y work, thought of serving Christianity in an
other way. He writes :t 

' There is one motive which above all others has 
influenced my determination [to write the book]. It 
struck me that a faithful picture of the wtckedness 
and incongruities of polytheism and idolatry would by 
its very ugliness help greatly to set off the beauties 
and perfections of Christianity. It was thus that the 
Lacedremonians placed drunken slaves in the sight of 
thrir children in order to inspire the latter with a 
norror · of intemperance.' " 

No reader of Miss Mayo's book 'Can afford 
to forget these admissions which altogether 
vitiate the conclusions in Dubois' book as well 
as that of its new version called Mothn- India. 

The code by which the Jesuit missionaries 
in India went may be judged from the fact 
that one of Dubois' predecessors, the great 
missionary Robert de Nobili (17th century), 

• Editor's Introduction to Srd (Oxford) Edition of Dubois' 
)OO]t : pages uvi, nvii. 

t Ibid., Author's Preface: page 9. 
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that, as he says, it is impossible to generalise with 
complete accura.c:y on any subject connected with 
tbema11 

Mr. K. Natarajan, Editor of the Indian Social 
Reformer, who is an advanced social reformer 
himself, remarks in the course of a series of 
articles on Miss Mayo's book published in his 
weekly: 

" [The Abbe] was an impostor from first to 
last. . . . ' I had no sooner arrived among the na
tives of India,' he writes, ' than I recognised the 
absolute necessity of gaining .their confidence. Ac
cordingly I made it my constant rule to live as they 
did. I adopted th~r style of clothing, and I studied 
their customs and methods of life in order to be 
exactly like them. . I even went so far as to avoi'd 
any display of repugnance to the majority ·of their 
peculiar prejudices. By such circumspect conduct I 
was able to ensure a free and hearty welco:ne from 
people of all ~tes and conditions, and was ofte~ 
favoured of their own a.::cord with the most curious · 
and interesting partic:Wars about themselves.'* ~ 
wifhstanding all this t'llm:nU!age. the Abbe's work as 
a Christian Missionary was, on bis own admission, a 
humiliating failure. ' The restraints and privations 
under which I have lived,' he wrote, ' by conforming 
myself to the usages of the country; embracing, in 
many respects, the prejuoices of the natives; Jiving 
like them, and becoming all but a Hindu myself ; in · 
short by being fHIJd• all 1/Hftgs lo all tMn lholl might 
by all tMam satJ• some-all. these have proved of no 

• Duboia, op. ciL, p. a 
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avail to me to make proselytes. During the long period 
l have lived in India, in the capacity of a missionary, 
I have made, with tht assistance of a native missionary, 
in all between two and three hundred converts of 
ooth sexes. Of this number two-thirds were pariahs 
Jr beggars ; and the rest were composed of Sudras. 
vagrants, outcastes of several tribes, who being without 
resource turned Christian in order to form connections, 
:hiefly for the purpose of marriage, or with some 
1ther interested views.'• The Abbe, foiled in his mis
.;ionaJ y work, thought of serving Christianity in an
>ther way. He writes :t 

' There is one motive which above all others has 
nfluenced my determination [to write the book). It 
;truck me that a faithful picture of the w1ckeduess 
md incongruities of polytheism and idolatry would by 
ts very ugliness help greatly to set off the beauties 
md perfections of Christianity. It was thus that the 
..aced;rmonians placed drunken slaves in the sight of 
hrir children in order to inspire the latter with a 
1orror ol intemperance.' " 

No reader of Miss Mayo's book ·can afford 
o forget these admissions which altogether 
·itiate the conclusions in Dubois' book as well 
lS that of its new version called Mother /Jidia. 

The code by which the Jesuit missionaries 
n India went may be judged from the fact 
hat one of Dubois' predecessors, the great 
nissionary Robert de Nobili (17th century), 

• Editor's Introduction to 3nl (Oxford) Edition of Dnboio' 
>Oit : pages xx~ xxvii. 

t l!>id., Author's Preface : - 9. 
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who also like Dubois worked in the Southern 
Presidency, and anticipated his methods by 
dissimulating the Brahman mode of life, and 
even wearing the sacred thread, ' went so far 
as to forge a fifth Veda in Sanskrit and to insert 
into it Christian truths.'* 

Mr. Natarajan draws attention to a few 
more facts about the Abbe: 

" The period during which the Abbe lived io 
India was also the period of greatest rivalry between 
the British and the French. The fact that the Abbe 
retired with a pension from the British East India 
Company 'in recognition of mahy services he ·had 
re!ldered to India' may be regarded either as a testi• 
mony to the disinterested generosity of the East India 
Company. or to the judicious patriotism of the Abbe 
himself." 

The Abbe stands convicted out of his own 
mouth. Mr. Natarajan pertinently asks: 

" Suppose a Hiadu were to spend some years in 
the United States with .a like motive to produce a 
faithful picture of the wickedness and incongruities 
of Mammon-worship so 'that by its very ugliness it 
may help greatly to set off the beauties and perfections 
of the Vedanta, no serious student of American cul
ture and civilization would . think· of relying ov him 
as :1n authority· on the subject. The Abbe's book is 
the last source to which. any foreigner, after reading 
this candid avowal, should look for a true and faithful 
account of Hindu manners and customs." 

• Bishop Whitehead : /ndi"" Probkms (COliStable), p. 172. 
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It is not only the personal history, of the 

Abbe, but also that of his book that is relevant 
here. I shall let the reader have it in Mr. Nata
rajan's language: 

" Even such a hostile witness as the Abbe Dubois 
is obliged to admit that Hindu women werP. treated 
with the greatest consideration at least in public. In 
the first translation of his work published in 1817 by 
the F..ast India Company occurred the following pass
age: 

' But, de~raded as the Hindu women are in private 
life, it must be admitted that they receive the highest 
t;espect in public. They certainly do not pay them 
those flat and frivolous compliments which are used 
·mongst us, and which are the disgrace of both sexes; 

ut, on the other hand, they have no insults to dread. 
• woman m'y go where~oever she pleases; she may 
ralk in the most public places (must I except those 
rilere the Europeans abound?) and have nothing to 
ear from libertines numerous as they are in the 
ountry. A man who should stop to gaze on a woman 
1 the street, or elsewhere, would be universally hooted 
s an insolent and a most low-bred fellow.'* 

"In the revised vtrsion from which the lale Mr. 
l~auchamp t11ad1 the present translation in 1897, and 
rom tlr• third edition of which Miss Mayo tnllkes her 
ilations, the wnctn~~plimentary reflections on conte,.... 
•orory European manners (II'C car~ftdly ot11itted. The 
assage is recast as under : 

' But if women enjoy very little conside:-ation in 
•rivatt. life, they are in some degret' compe~tcd by 

• Abbe Duboia' book, 1817 ediuoo. p. i!:!l. 
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who also like Dubois worked in the Southern 
Presidency, and anticipated his methods by 
dissimulating the Brahman mode of life, and 
even wearing the sacred thread, ' went so far 
as to forge a fifth Veda in Sanskrit and to insert 
into it Christian truths.'* 

Mr. Natarajan draws ,attention to a few 
more facts about the Abbe: 

" The period during which the Abbe lived in 
India was also the period of greatest rivalry between 
the British and the French. The fact that the Abbe 
retired with a pension from the British East India 
Company ' in recognition of many services he had 
re!ldered to India ' may b~ regarded either as a testi· 
mony to the disinterested generosity of the East India 
Company., or to the judicious patriotism of the Abbe 
himself.'' · ' 

The Abbe stands convicted out of h'is own · 
mouth. Mr. Natarajan pertinently asks: 

"Suppose a. IJindu were to spend some years in 
the United States with a like motive to produce a· 
faithful picture of the wickedness and incongruities 
of Mammon-worship sO that by its very ugliness it 
may help greatly to set off the beauties and perfections 
of the Vedanta, no serious student of American cul
ture and civilization would think of relying oo him 
as :m authority· on the subject. The Abbe's book is 
the last source to which. any foreigner, after reading 
this candid avowal, should look for a true and faithful 
account of Hindu manners and customs.'' 

• Bishop Whitehead : Indi..,. Probloms (Couatablo), p. 172. 
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It is not only the personal history. of the 
Abbe, but also that of his book that is relevant 
here. I shall let the reader have it in Mr. Nata
rajan's language: 

" Even such a hostile witness as the Abbe Dubois 
is obliged to admit that Hindu women wer'! treated 
with the greatest consideration at least in public. In 
the first translation of his work published in 1817 by 
the East India Company occurred the following pass
age: 

' But, degraded as the Hindu women are in private 
life, it must be admitted that they receive the highest 
respect in public. They certainly do not pay them 
those flat and frivolous compliments which are used 
amongst us, and which are the disgrace of both sexes; 
but, on the other hand, they have no insults to dread. 
A woman m~y go where:;oever she pleases; she tnay 
walk in the most public places (must I except those 
wnere the Europeans abound?) and have nothing to 
fear from libertines numerous as they are in the 
country. A man who should stop to gaze on a woman 
in the street, or elsewhere, would be universally hooted 
as an insolent and a most low-bred fellow.'* 

"/11 lhe revised vwsio11 from which lhe lal• Mr. 
Beauchamp mllde the preselll lranslalio11 i11 1897, and 
from ''" third editron of which .Miss Mayo makes her 
c11atioiiS, the uncomplimentary refleclrons 011 contem
porary Europea11 ma1111ers are carefully omitted. The 
passage is recast as under : 

' But if women enjoy very little conside:-ation in 
privak life, they are in some degree compen&ated by 

• Abbe Duboia' book, 1817 edition, p. 220. 



UNHAPPY INDIA 

th" l"I'Spect which is paid to them in public. They do 
not, it is true, receive those insipid compliments which 
-. have agreed to consi<!er polite; but then, on the 
other hand, they are safe from the risk of insult. 
A Hir.du woman can go anywhere alone, even in the 
most crowded places, and she need never fear the 
impertinent looks and jokes of idle loungers. This 
appears to me to be really remarkable in a country 
where the moral depravity of inhabitants is carried to 
su~h lengths. A house inhabited solely by women is 
a sanctuary which the mc-st shameless libertine would 
not dream of violating.' ''* 

Miss Mayo while busy muck-raking from 
Dubois' book carefully omitted to note his 
opinion when she .made the assertion that no 
Hindu woman of child-bearing age can venture 
within reach of Indian men. Here she forgot to• 
consult her Dubois. · 

To Dubois' propagandist unscrupulousne.ss 
Miss Mayo adds cleverness in handling quota
tions. Referrilig to the way she cites Dubois'· 
authority in season and out of season, Mr. Nata
raj<\11 very rightly remarks: 

" The dt:!iberat~ disingenuousness of Miss Kathe
rine Mayo is clear from the fact that in all her several 
references to the Abbe Dubois' book, she not once 
tells the reader that the tiWnuscript of the book tiJIJ,S 

submitted to the East India Company ill 1807, and 
that the account in it relates to a period separated 
from our time by a century and a quarter. In one 

• 3rd Oxford edition, pp. 33ll-3-lO. 
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place at least she implies that the account relates to 
a r-eriod not very remote from ours. We refer to her 
statement that the Abbe found ' this ancient law 
[relating to the behaviour of a wife towards her 
husband] still the code of nineteenth centurs Hindu
ism,'* while the greater part of the Abbe's Indian 
career belorw.s to the eighteenth century. It may be 
nothing to Miss Katherine Mayo to skip over a century 
in order to achieve her purpose of blackening the 
Hindus in the eyes of the world, but one might ask 
what the position of women and social conditions were 
generally in Europe or even in Miss Mayo's own 
country a hundred years ago. But comparisons are 
odious." (Italics ours.) ' 

For another instance of Miss Mayo's • cau
tion ' in handling even her fellow Hindu-phobe, 
Dubois, the reader may compare her quotation 
from the Abbe's book regarding learning among 
the Hindus. Thus she quotes Dubois as saying: 

" ' [The Bralunans] saw well enough,' says Du
bois, ' what a moral ascendency knowledge wc.uld give 
them over the other castes, and they therefore made 
a mystery of it by taking all possible precautions to 
prevent otl)er classes from obtaining access to it.'" 

The first two sentences of the paragraph 
from which this quotation is taken have been 
omitted as they credit the Hindus with having 
cultivated learning from the earliest time and 
the Brahmans with having ' always been as it 
were its depositaries.'t 

• .lfoth..- l..lia, p. 74. 
t Page 876. Oxford edition. 
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Miss Mayo evidently did not want to let 
this kind of ' damaging ' statement to go in her 
book. · The excerpt reproduced above is follow
ed by another quotation from Dubois which in 
Miss Mayo's book reads thus: 

" ' I do not believe that the Brahmans of modem 
times are, in any degree, more learned than their 
ancestors of the time o£ Lycurgus and Pythagoras. 
During this long space of time, many barbarous races 
have emerged from the darkness of ignorance, have 
attained the swnmit of civilization, and have extended 
their intellectual researches .... yet all this time the 
Hindus have been perfectly stationary. We do not 
find amongst them any trace of mental or moral im
provement, any sign of adnnce in the arts and sciences. 
Every impartial observer must, indeed, admit that they 
are now very far behind the peoples who inscribed· ' 
their names long after ·them on the roll of civilized 
nations.' '' · · 

Ti)e words omitted, marked by dots, have 
perhaps been dereted because they would have· 
shown that Dubois Was very much lacking in 
the habit of exactitude. In the original the 
sentence reads 'have extended their intel
lectual researches almost to the utmost limits 
of human intelligence.' 

' While on this subject I would like to give 
some more instances of Miss Mayo's dishonest 
use of quotation marks and her lack of scruples 
in ascribing statements to people she met in 
India. Her usual method is to omit names-
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' one whose veracity cannot be questioned,' ' a 
Mus sal man landlord,' ' a lawyer,' ' a prince ' 
come in as anonymous witnesses. But the few 
cases in which she does mention names are quite 
enough to let us judge her general standard of 
honesty and veracity. 

I have taken some pains to investigate as 
to how she bas reported or quoted other people, 
and my investigation has lent strong support 
to the charges I have made against Miss Mayo 
in the above paragraph. 

The Rajah of Panagal happens to be among 
those quoted in Mother India by mime.* Here is 
what he tells me about the statements ascribed 
to him by Miss Mayo: 

" Your letter of the 13th instant to hand. Miss 
Mayo is not accurate in reproducing my replies. The 
langu;;ge used in the dialogue is I think her own. I 
wrote to you in my last letter what to the best of 
my recollection I tole! her." 

The ' last letter' referred to reads: 
"When Miss Mayo was at the Government House 

in Madras I had an occa~ion to meet her. On that 
occasion I remember having stated in reply to her 
qu~tions that the present deplorable state of illiteracy 
in this Province is in some measure due to the super
stitious ideas prevailing among the masses, and that 
acrording to Varnashrama Dharma the lower classes 
who form the bulk of the population could not take 

·~165. 
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to literary pursuits. I told her too that even to this 
day sections of people axe precluded from being ad
mitted to Hindu Schools, particularly to schools where 
Sanskrit and Shastras are taught; that non-Brahmins 
are enjoined by Smrities to avoid even list~ning to 
the recitation of Vedas, the punishment for disobedi
ence to the injunction being to h:lve the ears of the 
listeners filled with molten-lead; and that a!ter the 
British association with the administration and the 
broadcasting of higher education in the country the 
superstitions regarding Vamashrama Dharma are 
gradually losing ground, with the result that the non
Brahmin cla~ses do not now hesitate to take advantage 
of the existence of the various schools and cc>lleges." 

Another story about which I made some 
investigation is that found on page 319 of Mother 
India. Says Miss Mayo: 

" Then I recall a little party. given in D"elhi by · 
an Indian friend in order that I might privately ht;ar 
the opinions of certain Home Rule politicians. Most 
of the guests were, like my host, Bengali Hbdus be-. 
longir.g to the W estet:n-educated professional class. 
They had spoken at length on the coming expulsion 
of Britain from India and on the future in which they 
themselves would rule the land. ' And what,' I asked, 
' is your plan for the princes ?•' ' We shall wipe them 
out ! ' exclaimed one with conviction, and all the rest 
nodded assent." 

In the absence of any names it was not 
easy to get a clue for verification. But from 
enquiries from all the possible people who could 
have arranged such a party or who could have 
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attended it, I learn that Mr. K. C. Roy of the 
Associated Press arranged a lunch to which a 
number of Indian gentlemen were invited. The 
only other Bengali present was Mr. Sen, Mr. 
K. C. Roy's assistant. Mr. K. C. Roy has 
assured me that Miss Mayo's story of what 
transpired at the meeting (if she really refers 
to that party) is absolutely untrue. Mrs. K. C. 
Roy in a letter to me writes: 

" We gave a luncheon party to Miss Mayo at 
Maidens Hotel, Delhi, during her short stay in the 
Capital. She came to us with excellent introductions. 
At the lunch there were only two Bengalis, namely, 
my husband and Mr. Sen. All the others were non
Bengalis. Prominent among our guests were Mr. 
M. A. Jinnah, leader of the Independent P"rty and 
Mr. S. Chetty. As I can recollect the discussion ran 
on Indian constitutional development, her defence, 
communal ham1ony, child-welfare and Art and culture 
in Delhi. I do not recollect whether the position of 
the Indian princes was discussed. At any rate, I know 
that there was no discussion as to their being ' wiped 
out.'" 

To both Gandhi and Tagore Miss Mayo 
has ascribed opinions regarding physicians and 
surgeons which they protest are not theirs. No 
wonder Gandhi should be impelled to say in 
his comment on her method-

" But in her hurry to see everything Indian in a 
bad light. she has not only taken liberty with my 
writings, but she has not thought it necessary even 
to verify through me certain things ascribed by her 
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or others to me. In fact she has combined in her 
own person what we understand in India the judicial 
and· the executive officer. She is both the prosecutor 
and the judge." 

Take the following statement made by Miss 
Mayo about the operation on M. Gandhi while 
he was in prison. Mark the jnverted commas: 

" As he happened to be in the prison at the time. 
a,British surgeon of the Indian Medical Service came 
straightaway to see him. ' Mr. Gandhi,' said the sur
geon, as the incident was then reported, ' I am sorry 
to tell you that you have 'appendicitis. If you were 
my patient, I should operate at once. But you will 
probably prefer to call in your Ayurvedic physician.' •• 

" Mr. Gandhi proved otherwise minded. 
" ' I should prefer not to operate,' pursued the 

surgeon, because in case the outcome should be un
fortunate, all your friends will lay it as a charge of 
m;Liicious intent against us whose duty is to care foJ;" 
you.' 

" ' If you wiU only consent to operate,' pleaded 
Mr. Gandhi, 'I will ca)l in my friends now, and 
explain to them that you do so .at my request.' 

" So Mr. Gandhi wilfully went to an ' institution 
for propagating sin,' was operated upon by one of 
the ' worst of all,' an officer of ~e Indian Me?ical 
Service, and was attentively nursed through conVale
scence by an English sister whom he is understood 
to have thought after all rather a ' useful sort of 
person.', 

Gandhiji comments on this: 

"This is a travesty of truth. I shall confine my-
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self to correcting only what is libellous and not the 
other inaccuracies. There was no question here of 
calling in any Ayurvedic physician. Col. Maddock who 
performed the operation had the right, if he had so 
chosen, to perform the operation without a reference 
to me, and even in spite of me. But he and Surgeon
General Hooten showed a delicate consideration to 
me., and asked me whether I would wait for my own 
doctors who were known to them and who were also 
trained in the Western medicine and surgical science. 
I would not be behind-hand in returning their courtesy 
and consideration, and I immediately told them that 
they could perform the operation without waiting for 
my doctors whom they had telegraphed, and that I 
would gladly give them a note for their protection in 
the event of the operation miscarrying. I endeavour
ed to show that I had no distrust either in their ability 
or their good faith. It was to me a happy oppor
tunity of demonstrating my personal goodwill." 

· Miss Bose, Principal of the Lahore Victoria 
School, has likewise protested against the dis
torted version in Mother India of the talk Miss 
lllayo had with her. Miss Bose was interviewed 
by the Rev. H. A. Popley about the statements 
ascribed to her by Miss Mayo. Here is what 
the Rev. Popley writes in the lndia11 Witness, 
a Methodist weekly published at Lucknow: 

" On pages 132 and 133 she gives an account of 
the Victoria School, Lahore, and quotes, in inverted 
commas, statements of the Principal llliss Bose. I 
have consulted this lady and find that a great many 
of the things printed in inverted commas were never 
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spoken. Further Miss Bose is not of the third gene
ration of an Indian Christian family. The statement. 
in para third of that page ( 132), in regard to lower 
o:aste children is not accurate and was never made. 
On the top of page 134 she says that male pandits 
have to teach behind a curtain. Miss Bose informs 
me that ' Hindu girls are always taught Sanskrit by 
male pandits without purdah,' and that the statement 
in regard to the pandit of tottering age, oued lo be 
the case 40 years ago. The third para on page 138 
dealing with the aim of the school is quite inaccurate, 
says Miss Bose; and she adds ' sewing has been an 
art among Indian women for ages, in reference to 
Miss Mayo's remark that ' sewing is almost unknown 
to most of the women of India.' The quotation in 
inverted commas, on the top of page 134, that ' their 
cooking in later life, they would never by nature do 
with their own hands but would leave entirely to filthy ' ' 
servants, whence come much sickness and death ' is · 
entirely imaginary. Miss· Bose says in reply to it. 
• cooking is done by ladies of every class, even when 
they have servants. . Servants are not filthy in any 
good house, and certainly not in Hindu houses.' 

" I have felt it necessary to deal with this rather 
extensively because it is· a case which I have been 
able to investigate, and here we find an entire lack 
of appreciation for strict accuracy. It is most likely 
that in the innumerable quotations given without names 
·the same inaccuracy would be found." 

Miss Mayo makes some statements about 
the finances of the Victoria School to show 
that educated Indians are not prepared to spend 
anything on the education of their girls. The 
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facts cited here by Miss Mayo have been 
challenged by Dewan Bahadur Kunj Behari 
Thapar, O.B.E., who is connected with the 
management of the Victoria Schoo[ I am 
reproducing Mr. Thapar's letter on page 209. 

In a previous section we have quoted what 
Gandhi and Tagore have written about Mother 
India. Both of them have accused Miss Mayo 
of mis-quotation. Tagore in any case has been 
quoted by her in a thoroughly dishonest way. 
and made to represent opinions he has never 
held. Here are some excerpts from Tagore's 
letter which ~ppeared in the New York Nation 
for January 4: 

I happen to be one of those whom the wnter has 
specially honoured with her attention and selected 
as a target for her midnight raid. Difficult though 
it is for me completely to defend myself from such 
a widespread range of mischief, I must try through 
your organ to reach the ears of at least some of my 
friends, who are on the other side of the Atlantic, 
and have, I ho~ the chivalry to suspend their judg
ment about the veracity of these shocking statements 
made by a casual tourist against a whole people, be
fore lightly believing them to be honourable. 

For my own defence, I shall use the following 
extract from a paper written by Mr. Natarajan, one 
of the most fearless critics of our social evils. He 
has incidentally dealt with the incriminating allegation 
against me deliberately coococted by Miss Mayo out 
of a few sentences from my contribution to Keyser
ling's "Book of Marriage" -cleverly burgling away 
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their true meaning and shaping them into an utterly 
false testimony for her own nefarious purpose. Mr. 
Natarajan writes as follows :-

" Tagore sets forth his own ideal of marriage in 
five long pages at the end of his paper (Keyserling, 
pages 117 et seq.). • Let me,' he says, • as an in
dividual Indian, offer in conclusion my own personal 
contribution to the discussion of ,the marriage question 
generally.' He holds that the marriage system all over 
the world-and not only in India-from the earliest 
ages till now, is a barrier in the way of the true union 
of man and woman, whicli is possible only when 
• Society shall be able to offer a large field for the 
creative work of women's special faculty, without 
detractiog the creative work in the home. ' 

" If Miss Katherine Mayo was not a purblind 
propagandist but an honest enquirer, and if she had 
not the patience to read Tagore's essay, she might. have 
asked any one in Calcutta. what the age of marriage 
of girls is in Tagore's own family. That she was 
detennined to discredit the poet is evident." 

Let me ask some of your readers to read my 
paper on Hindu marriage in Keyserling's book and 
challenge, in fairness to me, Miss Mayo to prove that 
it was my own opinion, as she asserts, that child
marriage is "a flower of the sublimated spirit, a 
conquest over sexuality arid materialism won by exalted 
intellect for the eugenic uplift of the race," implying 
" the conviction, simply, that Indian women must be 
securely bound and delivered before their womanhood 
is upon them. if they are to be kept in hand." 

Let me in conclusion draw the attention of your 
readers to another amazing piece of false statement 
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in which she introduces me, with a sneer, as a de
fender of the "Ayurvedic" system of medicine against 
Westerrt medical science. Let her prove this libel if 
she can. 

There are other numerous witnesses who, like 
myself, if they find their access to the Western readers, 
will be able to place their complaints before them, 
informing them how their views have been -misinter
preted, their words mutilated, and facts tortured into 
a deformity which is worse than untruth. 

SANTINIKETAN, 

9 N ovet~~ber, 1927. RABINDRANATH TAGORE. 

The Englishman, a Calcutta Anglo-Indian 
daily, publishes in its issue of March 7, an appre
ciation of the late Lord Sinha written by Mr. 
N. N. Sircar, ' one of the leaders of the High 
Court Bar in Calcutta.' Mr. Sircar, we are told, 
' was closely associated with Lord Sinha, and 
had an intimate knowledge of his activities and 
views.' Mr. Sircar's appreciation exposes yet 
another of Miss Mayo's lies; we are reproduc
ing below the part relevant here: 

" I refer to his [Sinha's) abhorrence of being in 
the lime-light, and a dee!>"rooted objection to publicity 
of any matter in which he was concerned. In Miss 
Mayo's Mother Indio, ..• • there is a chapter headed 'A 
Counsel of Perfection' ( Ch. XVI). In this chapter 
Miss 1\Iayo narrates a conversation with a 'Hindu 
nobleman who is an eminent lawyer,' and whose name 
Miss Mayo has not disclosed as ' it would be a grace-
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less requital of courtesy to name the gentleman just 
quoted.' 

" This Hindu lawyer is no other than Lord Sinha 
-a fact confirmed by him. It is known to some of 
his friends that the interview took place at 17 Elysium 
Row-Lord Sinha's residence. 

"At this interview Lord Sinha is reported to 
have complained about the condition of villages in 
Bengal-and the inadequate attehtion paid to them by 
the Government. Lord Sinha, it is stated, said-' But 
surely, they could have done more and faster. And 
they let my people starve.' Miss Mayo then proceeds 
to cover Lord Sinha with ridicule and sarcasm, by stat
ing that this wealthy man, ' with the income of an 
eminent lawyer of New York,' has done nothing for 
his village [Raipur] though it is ' but a comfortable 
afternoon's ride away from his home.' 

"As Lord Sinha never cared to advertise himself, .. 
he did not care to infori)l Miss Mayo that the, facts 
are that the pucca school building at Raipur has been 
constructed at Lord Sinha's expense, that both the· 
village school and the village dispensary have always 
been maintained by liim, and permanent provision has 
·been made for -them, that he paid Rs. 10,000 to the 
Agricultural Institute of rug district, and that his acts 
of help and charity to his village and villagers have 
been too many to be mentioned. 

" When Mi9S Mayo's book was published in 
London I happened to be there. Lord Sinha's atten
tion was drawn to the gross injustice done to him by 
Miss Mayo: in fact a contradiction for publication 
in the press had been drafted for him, but Lord Sinha 
refused permission for its. issue.'' 

This nails another lie to the counter. 
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IV. 

The question of discussing European sex 
morality in this book has cost me many anxious 
nights. I have far greater respect for Miss 
Mayo's sex than she seems to have irrespective 
of race, colour or caste. I believe that there 
is nothing so beautiful and so sacred as 
woman. Motherhood places her above every
thing else in this world and that is why 
motherhood is held in such high esteem in 
India. Ancient Hindus worshipped woman in 
different forms. Shakti· (energy), Saraswati 
(learning), Lakshmi (wealth), Durga (mother
hood), are all female deities. The mother, 
the wife, the sister, the daughter, each has a 
separate festival dedicated to her. I have no 
hesitation in admitting that Hindu society has 
fallen from its social ideals. In my judgment 
th1s is primarily a reflexion of political bondage, 
and it is not easy to effect a radical change for 
the better unless and until India is politically 
free. 

We have been actively engaged in recon
structing Hindu society socially at least since the 
foundation of the Brahmo Samaj in I8JO. The 
Arya Samaj has been very active in this respect 
since 1877· Other social reform agencies too 
have been quite active in this matter. We 
have denounced early marriage from thousands 
of platforms and even though we got practic-
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ally no help from the legislature we have made 
substantial progress in raising the marriage
able age of boys and girls. Marriage at 
the age of 12 is common now only among 
certain communities and castes. ?ersonally [ 
consider it a social crime to marry a girl under 
the age of 16, even though Indian girls reach 
puberty at about the age of·l2. We have car
ried on an incessant war against the restrictions 
imposed upon the remarriage of widows and 
surely some improvement is visible, though there 
is still a lot to do. The restrictions on widow 
remarriage are to be found in a few castes and 
communities, not in all. All .the same, thous
ands of widow remarriages are reported every 
year among all classes ·and castes and sections 
of the people. There are castes among 
Moslems and Christi.ans too. Some of ~hem 
do not allow their Widows to remarry. But 
there is progress. all round. There is not 
one orthodox caste or community in which 
widow ·remarriages have not taken place. Dur
ing the last 10 years the struggle between the 
orthodox and the reformers has been very keen 
and bitter, and the former have considerably 
lost ground. 

The age of consent in India is 13 as fixed 
by statute. There is a Bill before the Central 
Legislature to raise it to 14- It is being op
posed by the Government. There · is another 
Bill to fix the marriageable age of girls at 12. 
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Both are private bills introduced by Hindu 
Members of the Legislative Assembly. 

Similarly the movement to remove untouch
ability is very widespread and influential. Large 
sums of money have been spent by private 
Hindu agencies to remove untouchability and 
provide general and special educational facilities 
for the depressed classes, and otherwise to up
lift them socially and economically. The state
ment that the movement is opposed by a 
' myriad ' tongues is a wicked lie because even 
the most orthodox are now anxious to do 
justice to the depressed classes. Personally I 
do not believe in caste. I am in favour of its 
complete abolition. Nor do I believe in any 
distinction between the rights of men and 
women as regards marriage. 

All these matters are discussed in detail 
in the body of the book, and Miss Mayo's state
ments challenged and refuted. If Miss Mayo 
had confined herself to a bona fide criticism of 
Hindu social life the Indian social reformer 
would have stood by her and taken advantage 
of her criticisms without ever thinking of ex
posing the social vices of the West in retalia
tion. It is no business of ours to throw mud 
on other nations. There are evils in every 
society. Rightly or wrongly we Indian' 
believe that even with some rotten customs 
sex life in India is much purer, much 
healthier and much more moral than it is ill 
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the West. \Ve honestly believe that the 
' sex stimulus ' in India is not so morbidly 
strong as it is in the West. As for venereal 
diseases we believe there is no comparison 
between the East and the West. The disparity 
is simply huge, and our medical men think 
that except in some hill tribes the diseases were· 
practically unknown in In~ian life before the 
advent of the British. Syphilis is called 
' Bad-i-Far.ang,' being a disease of Farangis 
(Europeans). . 

If Miss Mayo had however said that our 
social life was rotten and needed reform and 
reconstruction, we would not· have felt so much 
annoyed as we do now because of the base use 
she has made of lier imperfect knowledge and 
the wicked generalizations for political and racial., 
propaganda. Even the India Office in London .. 
had warned her aga:inst such generalizations 
but she did not heed that .advice and has run 
down a whole nation of 315 millions of human. 
beings. She has inv.ented false charges against 
us to 'show that we 11-re unfit for political free
dom and that the British Government is the 
very best thing for us. During my recent 
visits to Europe in 1924, 1926 and 1927, I have 
observed that a widespread, well-organize!, 
well-financed and influentially backed propa
ganda is being carried on. not only in Great 
Britain but also in the other countries of the 
:West, specially in the United States of America, 
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against India's right and claim to self-govern· 
ment. All kinds of agencies are at work in 
this campaign of vilification. Anglo-Indians 
retired from service or still in service, mis
sionaries and commercial magnates, all have 
joined hands. The methods employed are very 
subtle and insidious. Political and economic 
reasons are kept in the background and social 
evils are brought into the lime-light. As usual, 
exaggerated and false pictures are put on the 
screen which create a feeling of loathing and 
disgust against the Indian people. Press, plat
form, pulpit, the stage and cinema are all being 
used against us. There is no doubt that Miss 
Mayo's Mother' India is a part of that propa
ganda. It seems that her mission in life is to 
oppose and bring into ridicule and contempt 
all the Asiatic movements for freedom from 
the Anglo-Saxon yoke. 

As I have already said Miss Mayo came into 
contact with Mr. Lionel Curtis in August 1925. 
In his foreword ~o the English edition of the 
Isles of Fear' Mr. Curtis remarked as follows:* 

"Here (in Williams Town] and elsewhere in 
the United States I have met such friends who can 
speak with official and first-hand knowledge of the 
events and conditions described in the book. In two 
opinions they all agree. Miss Mayo. they tell me, 
has written nothing which in their opinion is not 

• Cw1ia, .,.. cil 
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the truth.... They add, however, that there are 
other facts of the situation which Miss Mayo could 
scan:eJ.y he eypected to obsefve unless she had visited 
the Islands in previous years.... All of my inform
ants had been in India and had met several of the 
11ationalist leaders. To . my question how they com
pared with the Philippine leaders they, each. replied 
{on separate occasrons) that the Indian leaders stood 
on a different and altogether higher plane." 

Mr. Curtis knew and Miss Mayo must have 
known that a revision of the Reforms was due 
and that the Statutory inquiry into the working 
of the reforms was about to be undertaken. 
The London Times and other' Tory papers had 
been agitating for . some time past about the 
constitution of this commission. They wanted 
no Indians on it. They had been prejudicing 
the British public against India by their attacks 
on the Hindu social. system and by laying 
special emphasis on the disabilities of the un
touchables. The· Times had been devoting 
column after column· to the exposure of these 
s~rcalled evils. It seems probable that the 
British Tory Press knew that a book of tht
kind was in preparation. So when the book 
came out they began to boom it as the work 
of a ' disinterested' foreigner. It was the most 
valuable support to their cause. Such was their 
anxiety to ICeep out any criticism of the book 
from its readers that they threw all the journal
istic ethics to the winds and refused to publish 
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the influentiaJiy signed criticisms of Moth" India 
by the most reliable of Indians then present in 
London. The book has been distributed free 
by the thousand. All these facts leave no doubt 
in ~he mind of an Indian that the real motive 
behind the book is political and racial. 

In the circumstances shaJI we not hit 
back by stating what is perfectly true-that the 
vices attributed to us by Miss Mayo are to be 
found, some of them even in greater quantity 
and in intenser forms, in European society also, 
and that they are not considered to be a bar 
to national and political freedom? As I have 
said, the question has cost me many sleepless 
nights, but finally I have come to the conclusion 
that my duty to my country and to truth re
quires that I should not leave my rejoinder in
complete, and 1hat even though the task be not 
congenial to my nature, I must do it. 

When I returned from America in I920 I 
was repeatedly asked to write out my impres
sions of Western life, but I declined to do so 
because that might involve me into the un
pleasant task of discussing the dark side of sex 
morality in the West. I believe in seeing the 
best in every nation. That is how we can 
improve international relations and advance the 
cause of international peace. If I am, there
fore, for the first time in my life going to 
depart from that rule the responsibility is en
tirely Miss M!lyo's or that of her Anglo-Indian 
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supporters. 

v. 

Not only in the use, or shall we more aptly 
say abuse, of her authorities, but also in her 
own writing Miss Mayo's one endeavour is to 
give a dark and dreary image of our life. Her 
sweeping generalizations are often without a 
shred of truth in them. Her mind is obscured 
by our excessive sensuality, and on the Freudian 
hypothesis her frequent references to this topic 
in season and out of season suggest morbidity 
of an uncommon order. For our readers we 
reproduce below a few typical statements. 

P. 25.-If you do etl)ploy them [women teachers] 
for primary education you invite the ruin of each 
woman that you so expose. 

P. 30.-The infant that survives the birth strain 
.... [is] often venei-eally poisoned. 

· P. 30.-The child growing up in the home learns, 
from earliest grasp of word and act, to dwell upon 
sex relations. 

Pp. 32-33.-In many parts of the country, north 
and south, the little boy, his mind so prepared, is likely, 
if physically attractive, to be drafted for the satisfac
tion of grown men, or to be regularly attached to a 
temple, in the capacity of prostitute. Neither parent 
as a rule sees any harm in this, but is, rather, flattered 
that the son has been found pleasing. 

This. also, is a matter neither of rank nor of 
special ignora.nce. In fact, so far are they from seeing 
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good and evil as we see good and evil. that the mother, 
high caste or low caste, will practise upon children
the girl ' to make her sleep well,' the boy ' to make 
him manly,' an abuse which the boy, at least, is apt 
to continue daily for the rest of his life. 

This last point should be noticed. Highest medi
cal authority in widely scattered sections attests that 
practically every child brought under obsern.tion, for 
whatever reason, bears on its body the signs of this 
habit. 

P. 34.-Little in the popular Hindu code suggests 
self-restraint in any direction, least of all in sex re
lations. 

P. 34.-After the rough outline just given, small 
surprise will meet the statement that from one end of 
the land to the other the average male Hindu of thirty 
years, provided he has means to command his pleasure, 
is an old man; and that from seven to eight out of 
evety ten such males between the ages of twenty-five 
and thirty are impotent. These figures are not random, 
and are affected by little save the proviso above given. • 

P. 61.-[Indian women) commonly experience 
marital use two and three times a day. 

P. 67.-Until the Pax Britannica reached so far, 
[the Khyber Pass), few Hindus came through alive, 
unless mounted and clad as women. 

P. 84.-An inmate of her husband's home at the 
time of his death, the widow, although she has no 

• E'""' a aympathetio Britiah reviewer of Mise Jr1a10'• 
book,l\lr. Ruahbrook WilliamA, formerly publioily apot of lbe 
J odiao Gofti'DIIleot, ia foroed to point out tho evident abourdi
~ ouoh a ololomeol. Seo bia review iD the Aoialic RniftD, 

don. 
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the terms above described, or she may be turned adrift. 
Thea, she must live by charity-or by prostitution. . 
into which she not seldom falls. And her dingy, 
ragged figure, her bristly shaven head, even though 
its stubble be white over the haggard face of unhappy 
age, is often to be seen in temple crowds or in the 
streets of pilgrimage cities, where sometimes niggarct 
piety doles her a handful of rice. 

P. 86.-The remarriage of a Hindu widowed wife 
is still held to be inconceivable. 

P. 91.-Therefore, in total, you have the half
blind, the aged, the crippled, the palsied and the 
diseased, drawn from the dirtiest. poor, as sole minis
trants to the women of India in the most deli¢e. 
the most dangerous and the most important hour of 
their existence. [This is about midwives.) 

P. 154.-To-day the defenders of Untoucltability 
are myriad, and, though Mr. Gandhi lives his faith, but 
few of his supporters have at any time cared to follow 
him so far. 

P. 308.-" w'itliout the British no Hindus will re- · 
main in India ·except suCh as we (Pathans] keep for 
slaves!' 

P. 3a5.-" If we protect our babies the gods will 
be jealous and bring us all bad luck" ! I ! (These 
words are put into the mouth of a Bengali mother.) 

P. 33a.-No orthodox Hindu, and certainly DO 

woman, will consent to wear shoes. 

We have given only a few samples. These 
and many more such statements we shall notice 
in the body of our book. But can a writer WhC) 
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indulges in such wild generalisations on such a 
lavish scale be taken seriously by serious 
people? 

A POST-SCRIPT. 

In the January I4th number of Liberty, a 
weekly magazine owned by the Chicago Tribune, 
Miss Mayo has an article which attempts to 
meet some of the criticisms on Mother India. 
She refers in particular to Mahatma Gandhi's 
review of her book from which we have already 
quoted at length. Being clever at quibbling 
she tries to hoodwink the real issues involved 
by protesting that she had not said that the 
Mahatma always had two secretaries about him 
to take down all he said. ' If Mr. Gandhi were 
to look on page 222 [page 202, English edition] 
he would discover that he has inserted the 
word "always" into my text.' Nothing of the 
kind. Mr. Gandhi has inserted nothing into 
her text; he merely says that without using 
the word 'always ' Miss Mayo conveys the 
impression that she is not merely describing the 
occasion of her visit td his Ashram. 

But that however is a trivial thing. Much 
more important is the message incident. And 
in this Miss Mayo certainly does not come out 
with credit to herself. Says she: 

" •.•• I duly received back the com:cted and 
expanded report of the interview, over Mr. Gandhi's 
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ow signature. 
"The· first sentence of this document of several 

typed pages, now before me, is his reply to my 
opening question : ' Have you any message for 
America? ' It reads as it was spoken, and as I have 
printed it : ' My message to America is the hum of 
this spinning wheel.' · 

" Mr~ Gandhi now seeks to ilisavow the 'message ' 
as the invention of an enemy. ' I do not remember 
having given the message. • • • The only one present 
who took any notes at all has no recollection of the 
message imputed to me,' he says.'' 

But what are the facts about this message? 
At the time of ·writing his review on M othet
India, Mahatma Gandhi-being on tour-had 
not the notes of the interview with him. But 
in his more recent You.ng India article (February 
2, 1928) written in reply to Miss Mayo's Liberty 
article he has given the facts, thus: ·' 

" Her adherence to the statement that I did give 
her the message she· ascribes to me proves her to be 
guilty of gross suppression of truth. She seem; to 
have thought that I would not have a copy of the 
corrected interview between her and me. Unfortun
ately for her I happen to possess a copy of her notes. 
Here is the full quotation referring to the hwn of 
the wheel: 

" ' My message to America is simply the hum of 
this wheel. Letters and newspaper cuttings I get from 
America show that one set of people over-rates the 
results of Non-violent Non-cooperation and the other 
not only underrates it but imputes all kinds of motives 
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to those who are concerned with the movement. Don't 
exaggerate one way or the other. If therefore some 
earnest Americans will study the movement imparti
ally and patiently, then it is likely that the United 
States may know something of the movement which 
I do consider to be unique, although I am the author 
of it. What I mean is that our movement is summed 
up in the spinning wheel with all its implications. It 
is to me a substitute for gun-powder-for. it brings 
the message of self-reliance and hope to the millions 
of India. And when they are really awakened they 
would not need to lift their little finger in order to re
gain their freedom. The message of the spinning wheel 
is, really, to replace the spirit of exploitation by the 
spirit of service. The dominant note in the West is 
the note of exploitation. I have no desire that my 
country should copy that spirit or that note.' 

" The first sentence only of the foregoing extract, 
which MillS Mayo quotes without the most important 
commentary on i~ is intended to ridicule me. But the 
whole paragraph, I hope, makes my meaning and 
message clear and intelligible. . • • I claim however 
that the message as it appears in the full paragraph 
quoted is not different from what I have stated in 
the article Miss Mayo attempts to shake." 

The message, as is now plain, was not 
' invented • by Miss Mayo; but her offence 
remains as grave as it was-for her dishonest 
parody of the message is in no way more honour
able than an out-right invention. Having no 
defence to offer she has only quibbled again. 
And yet this ' trivial quibble,' as she calls this 
episode, releases her ' from the necessity of 
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further considering Mr. Gandhi's criticism at 
this writing.' 

Mahatma Gandhi's protest that the Mother 
India ' story' of the Sassoon Hospital operation 
<>n him was grossly misleading has not been 
noticed by her,-she having released her
self from the further necessity of considering 
Gandhi! 

And again what about her taking liberty 
wil:h Tagore's paper in Keyserling's book? If 
Miss Mayo's article in any way seeks to mak~ 
amends for the grave wrong she did Tagore, 
<>r evert if she has some quibble in defence of 
her indefensible mis-handling, we do not find 
it in the excerpts .from her article that we 
have seen. · 
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SOME OPINIONS ABOUT 'MOTHER INDIA' 

The following is the full text of the letter 
written by Dr. Rabindranath Tagore from Bali 
to the Manchester Guardian Weekly for October 
14, 1927: 

May I app~al to your sense of justice and claim 
a place in your paper for this letter of mine which 
I am compelled to write in vindication of my pi>sition 
as a representative of India against a most unjustifi
able attack? 

While travelling in this island of Bali I have 
just chanced upon a copy of the New Statesman of 
July 16 containing the review of a book on 
Jndia written by a tourist from America. The re
viewer, while supporting with an unctuous virulence 
all the calumnies heaped upon our people by the 
authoress, and while calling repeated attention to the 
common Hindu vice of untruthfulness even amongst 
the greatest of us, has made public a malicious piece 
of fabrication, not as one of the specimens picked 
up from a show-case of wholesale abuse displayed in 
tllis or some other book, but as a gratuitous informa
tion about the truth of which the writer tacitly insinu
ates his own personal testimony. It runs as thus: 
'" The poet Sir Rabindranath Tagore expresses in print 
his conviction that marriage should be consummated 
before puberty in order to avert the vagaries of female 
sexual desire." 
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May I point out in this connection that selected 
documents of facts generalised into an unqualified 
statement affecting a whole large population may be
come in the hands of the tourist from across the sea 
a poison-tipped arrow of the most heinous form of 
untruth to which the British nation itself may afford 
a broadly easy target? It is a cunning lie against a 
community which the writer has used when 
he describes the Hindus as cow-dung eaters. 
It is just as outrageous as to introduce Eng
lishmen to those who know them imperfectly as 
addicted to the cocaine habit because cocaine is com
monly used in their dentistry. In Hindu India only 
in rare cases an exceedingly small quantity of cow
dung is used not as an ingredient in their meals but 
as a part of the performance of expiatory rites for 
some violation of social convention. One who has no 
special interest or . pleasure in. creating ill-feeling to
wards the Europeans will, if he is honest, hesitate in 
describing them, thOugh seemingly with a greater ju9-
tiee than in the other case, as eaters of live creatures or 
of rotten food, mentioning oyster and cheese for illus
tration. It ;s the subtlest method of falsehood, this 
placing of exaggerated emphasis upon insignificant 
details, giving to the ·exception the appearance of the 
rule. 

The instances of moral perversity when observed 
in alien surroundings naturally loom large to us, be
cause the positive power of sanitation which, works 
from within and the counteracting forces that keep 
up social balance are not evident to a stranger. especi
ally to one who has the craving for an intemperate 
luxury of moral indignation which very often is the 
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We have become painfully familiar with deh"berate 
cin:ulation of hideous lies in the West against enemy 
countrieS, but a similar propaganda against individuals. 
whose countrymen have obviously offended the writer 
by their political aspirations, has come to me as a 
surprise. If the people of the United States had ever 
made themselves politically obnoxious to England, it is 
imagjnabfe how an English 'writer of this type would 
take a gloating delight in proving, with profuse helps 
from the news columns in the American jonrnals, their 
criminal propensity and quote for his support their 
constant indulgence in vicarious enjoyment of crimes 
throngh cinema picture$. But would he, in the fiercest 
frenzy of his rhetoric running ;wok, dare to make the 
monstrous accusatioD, let us say, against the late Pre
sident Wilson . for. ever having expt essed his pious 
conviction that the lynching o{ the Negroes was a 
moral necessity in a superior civilisation for cultivatitlg 
Christian virtues ? Or would he venture to ascribe to• 
Professor Dewey the. 'theory that centuries of witch
burning have developed in the W e.."tern peoples' 'the 
quick moral sensitiveness that helps then! in judgin_g 
and condemning others whom they do not know or· 
understand 'or like and about whose culpability they 
are never in lack of conclusive evidence? But has it 
beeri made so easily possible in my case. such a de
liberately untruthful irresponsibility in this writer, con
doned by the editor, by the fact that the victim was 
no better than a British subject who by accident of 
his birth haS happened to be a Hindu and not belonging 
to . the Muslim community, which, according to the 
writer, is . specially favoured by· his people and our 
Governmeilt? . 



APPENDIX 493 

of duty done, are ever ready to give vent to their 
blind prejudices while tenderly nourishing a comfortable 
conscience that lulls them into forgetting that they als() 
have their Western analogies in moral license, only 
in different garbs made in their fashionable establish
ments or in their slums. However, let me strongly 
assure my English and other Western readers that 
neither I nor my indignant Indian friends whom I 
have- with me have ever had the least shadow of 
intimation of what has been described in this book 
and quoted with a grin of conviction by this writer 
as the usual practice in the training of sexual extra
vagance. I hope such Western readers will understand 
my difficulty in giving an absolute denial to certain 
facts alleged when they remember the ()Ccasional startl
ing d>oclosures in their own society in Europe and 
America, allowing to the unsuspecting public a sudden 
glimpse of systematic orgies of sexual abnormality in 
an environment which is supposed not to represent 
'' &ub-human " civilization. 

. The writer in the New Statesman has suggested 
for the good of the world that the people in India 
condemned by the tourist for malpractices should never 
be assisted by the benevolent British soldiers safely 
to preserve their existence and continue their race. 
He evidently chooses to ignore the fact that these 
people have maintained their life and culture without 
the help of the British soldiers for a longer series of 
centuries than his own people has. However that may 
be. I shrink from borrowing my wisdom from this 
source and make a similarly annihilating suggestion 
for this kind of writers, who spread about the malig
nant contagion of race-hatred; because, in spite of 
provocations, we should have a patient faith in human 
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sign of the same morbid pathology seen from behind. 
When such a critic comes, to the East not for truth 
but for the chuclding enjoyment of an exaggerated 
self-complacency, and whep. he underlines some social 
aberrations with his exultant red pencil glaringly. em
phasising them out of their context, he goads our 
own young critics to play the identical unholy game. 
They also, with the help of the numerous guide books 
supplied by unimpeachable ~ency for the good of 
humanity, explore the dark recesses of Western society, 
the breeding grounds of nauseous habits and moral 
'filthiness, some of which have a dangerous cover of 
a respectable exterior; they also select their choice 
specimens of rottenness with the same pious zeal and 
sanctimonious pleasure as. their. foreign mQdels have 
in besmearing the name of a whole nation with the 
.mud from ditches that may represent an undcubted 
fact yet not the complete truth. 

And thus is generated the endless vicious circle' 
of mutual recriminatio!'l and ever-accumulatiiig mis-· ' 
understandings that are perilous for the peace of ,tpe 
world, Of course our young critic in the East is 
under a disadvantage. For the Western peoples have. 
an enormoU$1y magnifying organ of a sound that · 
goes deep and reaches. far, either when they malign 
others or defend themselves against accusations which 
touch them to the quick, whereas our own mortified 
critic struggles with his unaided lungs that can whisper 
and sigli · but not shout. But is it not known that 
our inarticulate emotions become highly inflammable 
when crowded, in the underground cellars of our mind, 
darkly silent P The whole of the Eastern continent 
is daily being helped in the stora~:C of such explosives 
by the critics of the West, who, with a delicious sense 
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in India, writes to the Jndia11 Social Reformer of 
Bombay about the missionary feeling regarding 
Mother India-

! hope that you will give me space for a brief 
reply to a communication from Mr. S. Veerabhadra 
published in the Reformer of Nov. 26th. In this 
communication the author, while acknowledging that 
some American missionaries in India have rondemned 
Miss Mayo's book, asserts that some share her point 
of view. Personally I doubt whether there are Ameri
can missionaries in India who really share Miss Mayo's 
point of view or fully endorse her repulsive charges. 
In general we Americans have probably been at fault 
in the matter of making public in India our attitude 
to this book, confining our efforts ton largely to 
counteracting its effect in America. 

The very day on which I first had opportunity 
to read AI oth ... ltodia, I sent to America a brief review 
of it, which has just been published, in which I said, 
among other things, that I was ashamed that a fellow
American should write a book whose picture of India 
was a • slimy caricature.' All of us Americans on the 
Executive Committee of the National Christian Council 
except Bishop Robinson. whose objection I understand 
to hue been largely teclwical appro'-ed the ~tatement 
condemning Mother I adia issued by the Secretaries of 
the Council. I myself had 400 copies of this statement 
struck off and am sending them to a wide constituency 
in America. A group of American missionaries from 
all over India is issuing a statement, repudiating 
Mother ladia and sending it broadcast to the American 
Press. I have myself gathered what seenlS to me 
to be conclusive evideoce a,.oainst many of Miss Mayo's 
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:nature for its unlimited capacity for improvement, and 
let us hope to be rid of .the lurking persistence of 
Oarbarism in man, DOt through elimination of the 
noxious elements by physical destruction but through 
the education of mind and a discipline of true culture. 

RABINDllANATEI TAGORE. 

M oendock, Bali, Sept. 6, 1?27. 

* 
" Ditcher "-to his friends the late Mr. Pat 

Lovett-who had 40 years' journalistic experi~ 
ence in India and edited the leading Anglo
Indian commercial weekly, Capital of Calcutta, 
wrote in his paper on Septeinbe~; 8, 1927: 

It was not untU the en,d of last week that I got 
.a loan of a copy which I read through as a matter 
of duty, but with increasing disgust. In the first place' 
it confirmed the opinion of one of the gr-..iltest of' 
living essayists, that a • best seller ' nowadays is qQt, 
in nine cases out of ' ten, a good book; in the next 
place the int~tual dishonesty of La gross1 Ameri-. 
caine was appalling; ~d in the last place her ghoulish 
propensity of frequenting hospitals to discover inhu
man cruelties to indict a whole people borders on stark 
poroography. The book is devoid of literary merit. 
It is the cruuest form of transpontine journalism. It 
sold like • hot cakes partly because of its morbid seusa
tionalism, but mostly because it was unscrupulous pro
paganda against the claim of India for Home Rule 
published at the ' psychological moment.' 

* 
Mr. A, H. Clarke, an American missionary 
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appointed the Governor of a province, and who 
at the time of his death which occurred 
recently was a 1\lember of the Judicial Com
mittee of the Privy Council, on landing in 
Bombay (December 30) was interviewed 
by a representative of the /ndia11 Daily Mail. 
\\"e copy below that part of the interview which 
is relevant here--

I entirely agree with Mr. Gandhi that M'ss Mayo 
has had a good sniff at aU the filthy drains of India, 
that her picture is totally out of focus and I am sorry 
to say that the book is a deliberate, calculated lie. 

" The whole of it?" asked our represe:ttative
" Yes, the whole of it,''. declared Lord Sinha with 
emphl'.sis. "the whole of it as is pictured. It is a 
lie, and a false picture." 

" But I. think undue prominence has be->..n given 
in India to her exploit. It has helped her to sell her 
book and to further her propaganda. When I say 
aU this I should like to add that it is foolish to suggest 
that either the Government of India or the India Office 
in London has had any hand in the publication of this 
book. I am sure that the book has caused g'"eat em
barrassment to the British Govc:rnment. You are 
giving that book the prominence which it .foes not 
desen·e. She bas libelled and maligned ahnort every 
great man in India. 

"There have been several Americans on board 
and they aU said that the picture made by 'he book 
cannot be true. I also L."OOw every single Anglo
Indian officia! who has lived in India considers that 
the book is not only false but even mischievous." 
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worst 'mis-statements and have sent it to Miss Mayo 
.in the form of a letter with an appeal to her, in the 
name of truth and good-will, to withdraw the book. 
Mr. K. T. Paul happened to see a copy of this letter 
and urged me to let him print it in The Young M '" 
of India, but I bad previously put in into the hands 
of .a representative in America for publication there, 
if, as I fear may be the c:fse, Miss Mayo's reply is 
unfavourable. To my personal knowledge a stream 
of articles and. letters designed to offset the effect of 
Mother I tulia is going to America fr.om the American 
missionaries in India. 

It is hard for me to believe. that any such warped 
and hideous presentation . of ~ndia as Miss Mayo's 
can long have 111uch infiuep.ce for evil in the world. 
i!t is bound to lead .to reaction in which the great gifts 
pf India for world civilization will again have em

·. phasis. I share the hope of Mahatma Gandhi that 
India may be large-spirited enough to accept ·whatever. 
there is in Miss Mayo's book of stimulus to fresh 
efforts for reform. Truth' is still stronger than false
hood. Good-will ,is more powerful than prejudice, 
No single Jx>ok, however disgusting and untrue, caii .. 
long ~tand in the way of the movement of the peoples 
of the earth toward lietter mutual understanding and 
greater mutual respect. 

In confidence that you share this faith, 

AHMADNAGAll, 

5th December 1927. 

* 

Yours etc., 
A.H.CLAllKB. 

]:.ord Sinha, who has held the highest offices 
under the- Crown-being the only Indian ever 
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suppressio veri. The authoress attributes to all India 
certain customs that belong only to a seetion of the 
people. She calls India a ' world menace ' because of 
certain elements in her sanitary habits, but gives no 
hint that the • world menace ' of the influenza epidemic 
of 1918 that cost India six million lives arose outside 
India. She criticises the water supply of Madras, but 
is silent ori the disclosure last year that milk watered 
with dirty stable hose had been responsible for typhoid 
fever in New York. She pillories the sacrifice of 
goats in a Kali temple, but approves of the practice 
of flesh-eating which condemns an infinitely larger 
number of animals to torture and death in Europe and 
America for the satisfaction of appetite .... 

It would be quite easy, quite futile.. and quite 
criminal, for me to take from my file of cuttings from 
American papers (with their records of bribery and 
corruption, vulgarity, impurity, robbery, smuggling. 
adulteration and murder) a case in proof of the recent 
•leclaration of an American judge that America is the 
most criminal country in the world, and to shape this 
ca.;e towards an expressed or subtly implied conclu
sion that the United States should be reverted to the 
state of affairs before the Declasation of Independ
ence. I agree in advance with the reply that these 
things do not represent the United States; and I claim 
the same logic in regard to India ..•• 

The fact that there are glaring evils in India 
needed no ' ordinary American citizen ' for its de
·monstration. IndianS have been working for their 
removal for generations with as much zeal as reformers 
in America have been working to eliminate the sche
duled six thousand murders per annum, and reformers 
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Asked to point out instances from the h<nk which 
be held to be absolutely false, Lord Sinha re~!ied that 
be just remembered one statement made by Miss Mayo 
which was o. lie, namely, that Indian mothers taught 
their children unnatural vice. " I can conceive of 
nothing more atrociously false. I asked half a dozen 
English members of the Indian Medical Senice who 
have spent each of them mqre than 25 years in India 
as to whether they have ~ beard of sucil a thing 
and they all said that tl ey have no more heard of 
them than I. and they art convinced that it is abso
lutely false." 

* 
Dr. James H. Cousins, Irish poet and 

author, who is a keen student of Indian culture. 
and knows this country intimately by long resi
dence and educational experience, writes il\ 
a prefatory note to an essay on ' The l'ath ta. 
l'eace :'* · 

The whole edifice of falsehood erroneously labdled 
Mother India fiS!'S naturally from a foundation of 
race prejudice and mental dishonesty which is none · 
the less dangerous arid reprehensible because it may 
be sub-conscious. Tre "post-script expression of friend
liness to India in the book is a thin apologia for the 
manipulation of pathological elements in a nation's life 
in orde.; to make a case for her continued retention 
in a state of political dependence. This thesis emerges 
as the actual, if it was not originally the deliberate. 
intention of the book; and it is supported by the ancient 
and disbonourable expedients of suggutio falsi and 

•Mad!as: Ganesb & Co. 
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Mackenzie, Rai Bahadur A. C. Mukerji, Messrs. 
K. T. Paul, B. L. Rallia Ram and Rev. H. C. C. 
Velt. We take the following from that state
ment: 

It has never been denied either by Indians or 
by foreign missionaries that great social evils exist 
in India, and it is a matter of common knowledge 
that strenuous and organised efforts are being made 
by groups of Indian reformers to get rid of them. 
Yet we representing a body of men and women who 
are in close touch with the people and are conversant 
with their every-day life unhesitatingly assert that 
the picture of India which emerges from Miss Mayo's 
book is untrue to the facts and unjust to the people of 
India.· The sweeping generalisations that are deduced 
from incidents that come to the notice of the author 
or that are suggested by the manner in which these 
incidents are presented are entirely untrue as a des
cription of India as a whole. At the end of the book 
Miss 1\!ayo admits that she has left untouched other 
sides of Indian life, and for that very reason we can 
affirm that Indian life does not present the dark and the 
evil aspect which this book suggests, and that the ugly 
and repulsive and disgusting aspects of it that are 
emphasised in the book are not the predominant things 
in Indian society. 

Beauty and culture, kindliness and charm, religion 
and piety are to be found alike among the highest 
and the humblest. Miss Mayo leaves no room for 
these in her picture. 

• 
In a communication to the press. Mrs. Margaret 

.£.. Cousins, Secretary to the Women's Association in 
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in England have been trying to remove the canker of 
venereal disease. I know well all that can be catalogued 
in laboratory manner regarding human depravity ia 
India. for I have worked for twelve years in humani
tarian causes in the country and am as familiar with 
its statistics as with its reality. But I cannot prostitute 
my intelligence to the inept conclusion that because 
there are sins in India, the people should therefore 
be kept in political subjection. I am not a politician 
ih the political sense. I am a student of human evolu
tion and a searcher for the perfect way towards 
human perfectness, and I alssert that the needs of the 
case in India are just the reverse of the implications 
of Mother India. Human experience has always 
shown, and modern psychology confirms it, that respon
sibility is the parent of efficiency, not its oflispring ..•• 

* 
A statement with regard to Miss Mayo's 

book Mother India signed by Rev. ·Dr. N: 
Maoncol and Mr. P: ·o. Philip, Secretaries, 11nd 
Miss A. B. Van Doren, Hon. Officer, has ~en 
issued to the PPess in the name of the executive 
committee. .of the National Christian Council of 
India, Burma and Ceylon, the only dissentient 
membe~ being Bishop J. W. Robinson "who 
does not find that he can assent to its terms." 
The Lprd Bishop of Calcutta and Metropolitan 
of India is the Chairman and Dr. S. K. Dutta 
is Vice-Chairm:in of the Council, and the exe
cutive committee includes Rev. Chitamber, 
Bishop of Dornkal, Rev. J. F. Edwards, Dr. 
C. R. Greenfield, Bishop of Madras, Rev. J. 
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What happens in the mind of the Western reader who 
has no facts to set over against the statements of the 
book may be seen from the words of one Western 
reviewer: ' India is putrid, worse than Sodom. or 
Gomorrah,' etc. This is a libel on a whole people. 
No one from the West would feel other than indignant 
if facts were drawn from the underworld of the West 
along with police court statistics and set before the 
world as a true picture of- life in the West. This 
is the unfairness of the book. There is another India 
not in the book, if that other India had been put in 
we could not have complained. But the India that 
I know is not there. And that l:tdia I love and 
respect and honour. 

E. SrANLEY JoNES. 

October 5, 
lpoh (Federated Malay Stales) . 

... 
. Mr. Edward Thompson, British novelist 

and playwright who served for a fairly long 
time as an educationist in India, and is at pre
sent Professor in Bengali Literature at Oxford, 
writes in the course of his review published in 
the London Nation and Athenaeum for July 30, 
1927: 

The indictment takes so wide a sweep, and 
is so consistently ungenerous, that the book becomes 
one long ' nagging.' If you can convince them that 
you do sometimes see their point of view and have a 
genuine sympathy with them and an unpatronizing 
love for their country and the best things in their 
civilization, you can utter the hardest and frankest 
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India, referring to Miss Katherine Mayo's Mother 
lfldia, says .-• Although the authoress has made the 
wrongs . done to .women in India as the subject of 
the major portion of her indictment, yet Miss Mayo 
did not have an interview with any representative 
Indian woman, like Mrs. Naidu or others. If she 
had, she should have been Wiser. Indian women feel 
they are being exploited for the delay of self-govern
ment to their country.' Mrs. Cousins repudiates the 
charge that Indian women look for motherhood within 
ni.ne months after reaching puberty, and says the ma
jority of millions of people do not allow motherhood 
until after 16. If it were otherwise India would have 
perished centuries ago. She .ooncludes : ' While we 
repudiate her book, we must tum evety ounce of our 
zeal towards the .rooting out of those social evils 
which are undoubtedly in our midst.' 

" • o I o I 

Stanley Jones,. a Missionary with con
siderable Indian. experience, in the course of a 
letter to the .Lf!ader of Allahabad, says: 

My views of M.other India may be summed up 
briefly as follows : 

( 1) Taking the ·individual statements up one by 
one, it is not easy to disprove them. Here and there 
inaccuracies and .exaggerations may be found, but they 
would ·probably stand as a whole. This refers only 
to the. statements of facts themselves, and does not 
refer to the authoress's generali~ations about those facts 
which I consider to be often erroneous. 

(2) While conceding this, I feel the book to be 
very unfair, to say the least. The picture that one 
gets from reading the book is not a fair or true picture. 
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the blood of their conquerors. She writes of that visit 
in a manner almost maudlin, which will only amuse 
any English public other than that whose bible is 
the illustrated society papers. She has taken over all 
the ' die-hard,' virulent contempt for the Bengali race 
and assumes that this contempt is universally fdt by 
the native princes. Bengalis are important Ministers 
in Indian States-even in Udaipur. She shows ne> 
sign of suspicion that possibly Bengal, or even English 
education in India, has ever produced anything but 
'babus' and 'Failed B.A.'s' and graduates. 'In the 
Philippines and in India alike little or no current litera
ture exists available or of interest to the masses, while 
in both countries many dialects have no literature at all.' 
No important Indian language is without at least a 
considerable literature; and Tamil-in the poems of 
Manikkavasahar and other Saivite devotees; Hindi
in the Ramayana of Tulsidas, a singularly noble 
poem which every autumn is acted in the villages of 
the. United Provinces during an ecstatic fortnight~ 
Bengali-in its versions of the Ramayana and M aha
bharata, of which hundreds of thousands of copies are 
sold every year, and in the exquisite songs of Ram-. 
prasad, which you can hear on any Indian road-all 
have literature in which the masses take keen delight. 

On page 258 Miss Mayo gives an epitome of the 
history of India under British rule which was obvi
ously picked up at a dinner-table. She quotes, with 
ponderous solemnity, the promise of 1784 that 'no 
native ...• shall, by reason only of his religion, place 
of birth, descent, colour, or anv of them, be disabled 
from holding any place, office." or employment under 
the company.' She adds, • A bomb indeed, to drop 
into' caste-fettered, feud-filled, tyrant-crushed India! • 
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criticisms, and Indians will listen. Officials, professors 
in . Indian colleges, and missionaries all know this. 
But you ~t no hearing if you ' nag.' Once Miss 
Mayo ~ts away from the treatment of woman the 
signs of first-hand research grow few. The prince 
who predicted that within three months of the British 
leaving India there will not be • a virgin or a rupee • 
in Bengal probably spoke~ truth ; but the Eng
lish reader 1s prejudiced to find the stale 
yam brought forward, 8nd with so (characteristic
ally, I am afraid) pontifical an air. 'Here is a story 
from the lips of' one whose veracity has never, I be
lieve, been questioned.' Well, it ought to be questioned 
now, even though her ' informant. an American of long 
Indian experience,' heard it when visiting a Mahratta 
prince, a maA of gt:eat charm, cultivation and force. 
The story has been told on every steamer . that has 
carried passengers between England and India during ' 
the last twenty years ; · eighteen months ago I' heard · 
an M. P. tell it of a Rajpot, Sir Pertab SingJt. 
Miss Mayo has no perception of Mr. Gandhi's 
coura~ of force, she quotes freely his scathing con-. 
demnations of child-mll!'riage, untouchability and other 
abominations, but sneers at him because he thinks 
railways and machinery evil and yet uses them. Then, 
is India the only country where students consider the 
possible commercial value of a university career? Are 
there not students at Harvard, Yal~ Oxford who are 
worried as to whether their education is going to result 
in a decent job? And Miss Mayo is so without imagin~ 
ation or sympathy with another race's point of view 
that she cannot see that perhaps self-respect prevented 
some Indians from being enthusiastic over the visit 
of the Prince of Wales-who, after all, belongs to 
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siva Aiyer, to the recent book by Miss Katherine Mayo, 
it is incumbent upon me as an American to make a 
few remarks. That a country-woman of mine should, 
after a brief stay in India, write so unfairly and tlffen
sivcly of this country is a source of deep hu1niliation. 
I have been able to read the book only in part, as I 
have loaned the copy, which I had borrowed, to Mr. 
Andrews, who has taken it, off with him. But it is 
clearly apparent that Miss Mayo saw only a part 
of India and could not see that part in proper per
spective. In many things her accuracy as an observer 
will not hear scrutiny and her many highly exaggerated 
conclusions give an utterly false picture of India as 
a. whole. I have been in India since 1915 and have 
moved during these years among a.l1 classes.. I have 
no hesitation in protesting vigorously against the un
fairness of her book. Generalizations that may be 
taken for fact by readers abroad are too often state
me!lts of personal opinion based upon prejudice or 
partial examination. A very offensive book could be 
written as well of Americans or of any ·other 
\1/ estern nation and then we, of the \Vest, would rightly 
protest against such unfair representation. Human 
sin and social evil are universal and writers who gene
ralise would do well to keep that in mind. . . . . . I 
wish to express to this audience my own sense of 
great regret that an American citizen should deal so 
unfairly and with such prejudice in presenting India 
to the \Vestem world. 

• 
Speaking at Geneva to a group of students 

from all parts of the Empire, the Hon'ble Sir 
C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar, Indian Government's 
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yes, and it would have been a bomb to drop mto any 
collection of India's rulers if it had been seriously 
meant for another century or more. This promise 
had to be repeated in 1833, and again in 1858; in 
1822, and 1824 Sir Thomas Munro, Governor of 
Madras, wrote with acut~ feeling of the entire closing 
of every office above the lpwest to Indians, and on 
May 2nd, 1857 (eight days• before the Mutiny broke 
out), Henry Lawrenre wrote angrily of the same state 
of things. Miss Mayo ascribes • the Sikh Rebellion in 
1845 ' to • this shock of free Western ideas.' Against 
whom did the Sikhs rebel? They were an independ
ent people. 

To sum up. Hindu child-marriage and callousness 
to misery inflicted on animal&-but we have our field 
sports-deserve the· fiercest condemnation. But it was 
a mistake when Miss Mayo let her magnificent C3.!1!= 
be lost in a welter of general condemnation. . ,She ha~, 
no right to forget tliat despite all the unfairness of 
Indian politicians, som1 have exhibited unselfish. and 
courageous patriotism and a high standard of fairness 
towards opponents: She lost her case when she wove 
into it a bitter convi(ltion that the white man's rule is' 
so overwhelmingly good for inferior breeds that it is 
only wickedness that makes them dissatisfied. 

* 
Mr. D. F. McClelland, the American Secre-

tary of the Madras Y.M.C.A., speaking at a 
public meeting in Madras referred to MotheY 
India in these terms:* 

After the reference by our lecturer, Sir T. Sada-

• The report is taken f~ the Madras daily Tho Hindu. 
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sented by Katherine Mayo, an American, in her book 
Mother India. We wish you to know how deeply 
we resent her untruthful vilification of lnrlian life 
and the fabe picture she has drawn of Indian ways 
and Indian thought. Even if everything evil which 
sh~ has related were true, yet by the omission of the 
good she gives to her readers utterly wrong ideas and 
causes them to despise Indians both Hindu and Mahom
medan, as ' weak, ignorant · and fanatical.' Women 
as well as men are made to appear superstitious, sensual 
and slavish,-without desire to be otherwise ..... . 

For example, a readel' of her book would come 
to the conclusion that there were no happy marriages 
in lnd1a, but always a tyrannical and cruel old husband 
ill-treating a terrified child-wife. Miss Mayo ignores 
the beautiful relationship which most often exists be
tween an Indian husband and wife, the tender pro
tecti\'eness of the one, and the responsive devotion and 
loyalty of tht other. Indeed, the undying, unquench
able love of an Indian wedded pll.ir is traditional, and 
is recognised among all nations. It is the theme of 
many a beautiful legend and song. Miss Mayo rs, 
perhaps, the more anxious to have this conveniently 
forgotten because it throws into glaring con•rast the 
unfaithfulness and easy divorce of so many American 
marriages. To these ' modem ' women, the idea of 
serving their husbands would seem ridiculous, rather 
they s'!ek to ensbwe the man, and get all they can from 
him, then lea\-e hint for fresh game ..... . 

Another evil exaggerated by Miss Mar is the 
caste system, and again there is just as mu;·h cause 
to attack America for the same thing. \\'hit~ Ameri
cans despise and will have no contact wi• h negro 
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delegate at the League of Nations meeting, 
said: 

In order to funrish to outsiders a tru.~ picture 
of Miss Mayo's Mother India it is perhaps most use
ful to employ a figure of speech. Assume that a 
guest is invited to my house and is shown the draw
ing-room and the living qua\'ters and has the addi
tional opportunity of seting the garden and its em
bellishments and assume that when taking leave of the 
host he catcl:es sight of ~he open drain in !I comer. 
Assume, moreover, that this person to whom my hos
pitality has been extended proceeds to write a book 
about what he has seen and concentrates on !he drain 
and ignores the other features of the house a!¥1 
garden-that would be to act as Miss Mayo has done. 
In saying this I do not for a moment ignore or mini
mise the many social evils and h'\Ddicaps from whic!i ' 
India is suffering. Some of these evils are· as old · 
as humanity and some 'aspects of these evils are .¥ 
prominent in Europe and America as in India: but 
every right-minded. Indian patriot is willing acd anxi-.. 
ous to right, these ab~ses and 13 working ior their 
endication. In such an endeavo~r Indians h:tve been 
helped by men and women of other races, but amongst 
such helpers cannot be counted persons like Miss 
Mayo with filthy minds who in all probability are 
suffering' from inhibited instincts and who have no 
eyes but for evil, dirt and degradation. · 

* 
Mrs. J. C. Wedgwood, writing in The People. 

Lahore, for January 5, 1928, says: 
Many Englishwomen are feeling strong indigna· 

tion at the way in which Indians have been ~srepre-
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Indian visit, done a like service for British Imperiah.rn 
in .Mother India. 

No wonder the book is regarded as a godsend by 
those reactionaries who wish to maintain our hold 
over India, who have given up their former excuses, 
and now tell us plainly that 'the basic fact is. that 
India is not socially fit for self-government,' and that 
political concession must be postponed by this country 
until Indian conditions improve. 'We must not betray 
India under the pretext of giving her a political boon,' 
one of the Conservative journals tells us in reviewing 
this book. 

Sir John Maynard, K.C.S.I., a retired Indian Civil 
Servant, who has spent the greater part of his life 
in India and has filled every office until he retired a 
member of the Governor's Executive Council in the 
Punjab, says that he finds it hard to write with restraint 
about this book. I concur. I have travelled through 
India from north to south and east to west on no 
fewer than six different tours during the last sixteen 
years, and have lived in Indian households both in 
British India and in the Indian States. I could write 
a book on India with conclusions as different from 
Miss Mayo's as could possibly be imagined-and, if 
I wished, as partial. I might confine my observations 
to Indian life as I saw it through these houses in 
which I stayed, and even so, it would give a truer 
picture of India than Miss Mayo could dmw from 
what she has seen. 

She is interested in Indian society only where 
it is unhealthy. She creates her 'atmosphere' in the 
first chapter with a sl..-etch of what is to us, as well 
as to many Hindus, a revolting religious rite, although 
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Americans-they are the ' untoucbables ' in that coun
try. But Miss Mayo is so busy picking holes in 
Indians, she has no time to look at home. Sl>e quotes 
Indian after Indian who defends ' Untouchability • 
and one only-Mr. Gandhi-who denoUil'Ces it ...• 

It would be quite easy for any one of you who 
had tl:ie time and the opportqnity to write a ' Mother 
America • . which should show only the dark side of 
that country-its worldliness and unparallelt:d crime. 
its lynchings and divorces, its prostitution and tis slums, 
etc., and make such a travesty of the truih about 
U.S.A. as Miss Mayo has done about India, but it 
would not be good to lower yourself to her level. 
Rather, as I suggest, you should make her ashamed 
by publicly expressing your regret for her lack of 
wide vision, and try to open her eyes to the truth. , .. 
People will then fee1 amazed as well as disgu<ted tha~ , 
Miss Mayo should pre~er to search with a m~~-rake . , 
and shut her eyes to all the beautiful flowers and fruits 
with which India abou'\ds. . , 

* 
Major D. Gr~ham Pole, a Labour candidate·. 

for Parliament, writes in The New Leader, Lon
don,- for August 19, ig27: 

After a perusal of Mather India, ..• • one might be 
led to the conclusion that the ideal of self-government 
for India could have no existence outside the minds 
of visionaries or fanatics. It is reassuring to re
membe~. however, that some years ago the writer, 
Miss Katherine Mayo, visited the Philippines and 
wrote a book about that visit also. It was called " The 
Isles of Fear," and was, in effect, a defence ol Jl.meri
can Imperialism. Miss Mayo has now, after her 
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On political matters Miss Mayo shows as little 
balance. She has visited the Indian Legislatures and 
tells us that sitting through sessions, Central or Pro
vincial, an outsider comes to feel like one observing 
a roomful of small and rather mischievous children 
who by accident have got hold of a magnificent watch. 
" They fight and scramble to thrust their fingers into 
it, to pull off a wheel or two, to play with the main
spring; to pick out the jewels." I have seen the In
dian Legislatures at work, and am bound to say that 
they compare very favourably either with .rur local 
councils or with the Imperial Parliament itself. The 
H;:m'ble l\1r V. J. Patel, President of the Indian 
Legislative Assembly, has just concluded a visit to 
this country. Much of his time was spent in the 
House of Commons and his amazement was intense 
at the lack of order he found there compared with 
that of the Assembly over which he so ably presides. 
When we are told by Miss .Mayo that hour after hour 
and day after day the Swarajist Benches in the Indian 
Legislative Assembly spend their energies in sterile 
obstructive tactics while for the most part the rest 
of the House sit apathetic, we wonder if M·ss Mayo 
is ~>ware that in the matter of obstructive tactics those 
who at present sit on the Treasury Bench in the 
British Hou~ of Commons are the past masters. And 
if she would like to feel the dead weight of apathy 
she has only to attend an Indian debate in the House 
of Commons where, if she is lucky, she may find 
as many as 20 out of 415 Conservative Members 
present-moslly yawning or balf-asleep. 

Miss Mayo belie\·es that Britain has tried to bustle 
Inlia into politics, and she tells us that the East 

.eing hustled, even in reforms. She attributes 
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it .is not in the ·least characteristic of India and is 
practised oDly by the lowest and most ignorant of 
Indians. As with religion, so with social customs. 
To give an idea of marriage in India she bas recourse 
to the hospitals and to the reports of medical authori
ties, although in the nature of things it is oDly excep
·tional cases which come under their notice. 

One would think from Miss Mayo's book that 
there is hardly a person in India who is not suffering 
from Ven~real Disease--a suggestion which, Sir Johu 
Maynard writes, would be contradicted by any medical 
practitioner who had worked in India. Sir Reginald 
.Craddock, a recently retired Indian Governor, writing 
to the Morning Post also insists that the picture given 
.by Miss Mayo is too drab and that she has 'concentrat
-ed on the darkest" side,' whilst the reviewer in the 
Times admits that the impartial judge will det~t 
~ signs of overstatement.' To write, as she (l,oes, tha.t, 
Indian women of child-bearing age cannot safely ven
ture, without special protection, within reach of Indian 
men is, to my .~owledge, a gross and unfounded 
.slander. If Miss Mayo came to Britain and visited 
the hospit.ils she coilld paint as dark a picture of' 
British life: if she spent some days in a Police Court 
there would be very little light and shade in her 
revelations o£ British family life. Or, to take her 
·Own country. what idea of American civilization could 
we not deriYe fl;om that most American product, the 
.film? It is extremely irorucal that at a moment when 
Miss Mayo's book is giving us this appalling picture 
.of Indian civilization, the Govermnent of India have 
found it necessary to introduce legislation to deal with 
the importation of American cinema films owing to 
.their demoralising influence on Indians I 
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speaking of the expectation and claims of Indians to 
a fair course of promotion to the higher posts in the 
services of the Government of India, he said: 

" We all know that these expectations never can, 
or will, be fulfilled. We have to choose between 
prohibiting them or cheating them; we have chosen 
the least straightforward course." 

And he added : 
" Both the Governments of England and of India 

had to take every means in their power of breaking 
to the heart the promises they had uttered to the ear." 

This book, it seems to me, will be yet another 
excuse for breaking to Indians our oft-repeated pledges 
of eqttality between Indians and Europeans in India. 

The Conservative Government will endeavour to 
hold on to all that we have got, not for the sake of 
India but for the sake of the financial interests that 
are involved. It is for tl:e Labour Party to see that 
our pledges nre honoured-to allow the Indian people 
to. take up their own bttrdens and responsibilities, to 
become custodians of their own welfare . 

• 
Mr. H. S. L. Polak, a British solicitor, who 

has visited India several times and has had 
opportunity to come into contact with Indians 
in three continents, in the course of a letter 
to the MaPICheslef" Guardia" writes: 

Miss Lilian Winstanley takes exception to Dr. 
Tagore's accusation that Miss Katherine Mayo was 
impelled by ' rnce hatred ' and other malignant motives 
in writing M othn- I ttdia. She quotes in defence of 
J\1 iss Mayo the fierce criticism of their American 
fellow-citizens by certain well-known American writers. 
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the failure of Dyarchy r.ot to its inherent defects
defects which are admitted by everyone, from the 

. late Lord, Curzon to the Governor of the United Pro
vinces. who described it as a cumbrous, complex, con
fused system-but to Mr. Gandhi's 'ill-starred ad
venture into politics.' One looks in vain for any 
mention of GeneraLDyer and Amritsar. But had Miss 
Mayo made inquiry of alm<lst any Indian she would 
have been told that the terrible Amritsar Mas
sacre of 191? has had more to do with opposition to 
the reforms than has anything else. 

The authoress discounts the complaints of Indians 
as to the ' drains ' on their economic resources. Army 
officers, in addition, are spending their private incomes 
there, over and above their pay. On the next page 
she contradicts herself when she draws attention to 
the fact that the children of officers in the British 
Army or in the Civil Service have to be sent home 
to England to be educated-where a considerable part • 
of their pay is necessarily spent. But as recently as 
March 21 last Lord Winterton, in the House of Com
mons, gave figul'es show:ng that there are between 
4,000 and 5,000 retired military officers in this countrY· 
who are drawing ann!lally from Indian revenues and 
spe::tding it in this country, a sum amounting to almost 
£2,000,000 ; whilst there are over 3,000 retired mem

bers of the Indian gazetted services retired and living 
in this 'country drawing annually £1,500,000. Surely 
these are serious drains on the fir..;mces of India, to 
say nothing of the large number of Joint Stock Banks, 
Mercantile Houses, Factories. etc., whose profits flow 
to this cOlmtry. 

The late Lord Lytton, when Viceroy of India, 
wrote to the Government here a Despatch, in which. 
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The instances cited are not parallel. The victims 
of those writers can hit back. Miss Mayo's victims, 
on the contrary, whether in the Philippines or in India, 
cannot ; and Indians who have read the book. or ex
cerpts from it, are united in believing that that was 
one of the motives ~hat impelled Miss Mayo to write 
it. They assert that, under. the guise of preparing, 
lor no convincing reason, an ;objectitve sanitary report, 
she has written, in fact, and intended to write, a 
political pamphlet in line with the corresponding politi
cal pamphlet that she wrote earlier on the Philippines. 
Whatever may have been Miss Mayo's motive, she 
has, in Mahatma Gandhi's words, written 'an untruth
ful book.' and she appears to have distorted tacts and 
statements to suit her purposes ..•. 

But while the replies to Mother India will prob
ably receive little notice, Indians are only too wel! 
aware of the subtle propaganda use here, in America; 
and on the Continenq:hat is being made of 'M othet' 
India. Again and again my Indian friends, higl), in 
the service of the State and the esteem of their country
men, have come· to me bitterly indignant at being: 
asked to explain, if they can, the various statements 
in the book by questiqq.ers who assume their correct
ness as though it was irrefutable and its writer clothed 
with plenary inspiration. • How far this poison has 
gone .it is difficult to judge; but of one thing I am 
sure-that, whatever may have been Miss Mayo's 
motive, the wide circulation and the propaganda use 
of the book have promoted and intensified race hatred 
in India is beyond dispute, and the consequences of 
this are incalculable .•.• 
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The instances cited are not parallel. The victims 
of those writers can hit back. Miss Mayo's victims, 
on the contrary, whether in the Philippines or in India, 
cannot ; and Indians who have read the book, or ex
cerpts from it, are united in believing that that was 
one of the motives ':hat impelled Miss Mayo to write 
it. They assert that, under 1the guise of preparing, 
for no convincing reason, an objective sanitary report, 
she has written, in fact, and intended to write, a 
political pamphlet in line with the corresponding politi
cal pamphlet that she wrote earlier on the Philippines. 
Whatever may have been Miss Mayo's motive, she 
has, in Mahatma Gandhi's words, written 'an untruth
ful book,' and she appears to have distorted tacts and 
statements to suit her purposes. . . . . 

But while the replies to Mother India will prob
ably receive little notice, Indians are only too wei!, 
aware of the subtle prqpaganda use here, in america,, 
and on the Continent that is being made of Mother 
India. Again and again my Indian friends, high· <in 
the service of the State and the esteem of their country
men, have come 'to me bitterly indignant at being . 
asked to explain, if they can, the various statements 
ln the book by questioners who assume their correct
ness as though it was irrefutable and its writer clothed 
with plenary inspiration. ·How far this poison has 
gone .it ,is difficult to judge; but of one thing I am 
sure-that, whatever may have been Miss Mayo's 
motive, the wide circulation and the propaganda use 
of the book have promoted and intensified race hatred 
in India is beyond dispute, and the oonsequences of 
this are incalculable .... 
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India 
Bruce, ]., 320, 323 
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in, 185 
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sion, misquoted by Miss 
Mayo, 74, 75 

• Carnaticus,' Justifies 'divide 
· and rule' policy in India, 402 
Catholics, Roman, caste 
among, 95, 96; number of 
in India, 96; missionaries, 
100: feeling against in 
America, 132; hated by Pro
testant 'Klan,' 132, 135 
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marriage relations without 
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economic Independence, 91; 
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Coatman, J .. 98 
Coke, Lt.-Col John, justifies 
•divide and rule. • policy, 
402 
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·Asquith, Mr., on ineflicienc:y 
o~ British olfu:ials in India, 
433 

Assembly, Indian Legislative, 
social reform biN in, Op-. 
posed by Government, 183 

Balfour, Miss M, I., (a 
woman doctor of Bombay) 
chanenges Miss Mayo, 190 

Bannerjee, Sir Surendra 
Nath, 405 

Basu, Major, B.D., 399 ""'' 
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312; Macaulay on m.is .. 
management and corruption 
ill Company's rule, 313-14. 

Besant, Mrs. Annie, 187 . 
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Blaschko, Dr, Alfred, on in
creasing ProStitution in "Eu .. 
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222, 225, 230, 239, 240; 
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ture anll advertisements, 233-
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Blun!, Mr. Wilfred Scawen, 
on mdia's poverty, 356; on 
British rule in India, 435-36 

Bolts, William, on hardships 
by the · Company's servants 
on the people, 326-28 

Bombay, elementary education 
in (in 1823-28), 26, 32; 
education of depressed 
elasses in, 99, 100 

Bose, Dr. Sir J. C., F.R.s., on 
Molher Iftdia, xxxvi 

Bose Institute, Ca.lcutta, 
57 

Bese, Miss, (Principal, 
!lahore Victoria School), 
contradicts Miss Mayo's 
statement about her, li, lli, 
209 

Boston, Municipality declared 
bath tubs illegal, 183 

Bragu, Sergeant, on the Com
patly's 'cruel ' trade opera
tion<~, 325 

Brahmans, and education, 
Miss Mayo on, 16-17; and 
education, 18, 19 ; not res. 
ponsible for present day 
illiteracy, 25 ; as teachers • • 
accepted no fees, 22; ,as vil
lage priests, 29, 95; the!r 
attitude toor.lrds the 
• Pariah ' not more crilfll 
than that of the Klansmen 
towards Negroes, 1J6 

Brahmanic System of Educa
tion, 18-23 ; survives even 
after Buddhism, 24 

Britain, Great, see England 
British Empire, the, treabnent 
of coloured people in-moch 
worse than that with ' un
touchables ' in India, 1J9-42; 
Indians treated as helots 
throughout, 141; in Asia, 
470; Gibbons on, 470.n; 
foreign policy governed by 
considerations of safety of
in India, 469-70, etc. ; India 

' in-a world menace. 469, 
483, etc. 

British Rule in India, see 
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pire, 376 ; Esher Committee 
on, 376 ; and foreign aggres
sion, 482-83 ; all control in 
the hands of the British, 
462 

Depressed Classes, see Un
touchables 

Drt'adas:is, institution though 
rotten, exaggerated by Miss 
Mayo, 201 ; Frazer on, 202-
04; his version materially 
differs from that of Miss, 
Mayo, 204; unknown outside 
Southern Presidency, 205 ; 
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similar evils spread among 
wider portions of society in 
the West, 224 ; Madras 
Council trying to abolish, 
206 

Dickinson, Prof. G. Lowes, 
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on incompetency of the 
English people to rule India, 

.426 
Digby, William, on • economic 
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the amount of 'drain,' 347; 
on India's annual income per 
head, 365, 367; on railway 
finance, 387 

Dill, Sir S., on Roman caste 
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2il-74, 494 
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Europe and America, U2 

Doleris, Dr., 247 
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tution of native rule, as a 
remedy, 332-33 ; amount ever 
increasing, 340; Englishmen 
on, 331-41, 365; amount esti
mated, 340-49; does not re
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invested and services render
ed, 347; military expenditure 
as such, 376; in shape of 
raw produce, 379, 380; in 
shape of 'cheap capital ' for 
railways, 381 ; in shape of 
'store purchase in England,' 
386 i in shape of public ser
vices, 391-92; increasing 
with the increasing cost of 
administration, 392; further 
increased by Lee Commis
sion's proposals, 397 

Duhois, the Abbe, 180, 196, 
211 ; his opinions on Hindu 
religion unreliable, xxxviii .. 
xliii ; even he does not sup
port Miss Mayo, xliv·xlvi, 
253; on public education. 16, 
36 

Du Bois, Dr. W. E. B., (a 
famous Negro writer), 123, 
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Duff, Alexander, on educa· 
tional policy to be pursued 
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Dufferin, Lord. made enquiry 
into economic coodition of 
India, 357 

Dutta, R. C., 399; on public 
debt, 343 

Dyarchy, unworkable 466-68; 
su Reforms 

Dyer, Gt.neral, 451 

Education, ideals of. 59, 60; 
is a function of State, ll. 
58, 66-8 ; by private agency 
an impossibility, 66, 192 
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paste manufacturer) on 
clean teeth in India, 281 ""'' 

Colvin, Sir Auckland, on In
dian poverty, 354 

Committee en Sexual Offences 
against Young Persons, 258, 
260-67 

Congo, The Belgian, treat
ment of Negroes in, 144 

Congo, The French, treat-
ment of Negroes in, 144 

Congress, Indian Nationa~ 
187; on Reforms, 451, 456-
57; adopts Non-cooperation, 
457; on Indianisation, 395 

Congress Martial Law En
quiry Committee, 253 

Conti, Nicolo de, on India's 
prosperity before British 
rule, 308 

Connell, A. K., on railway 
finance and 'cheap capital,' 
388 ' . 

Coote, W. A., (of National 
Vigilence Association), on 
London brothels, 226, 227; 
men attracted by press an
nouncements in London 
brothels, 227 

Cornelius, Dr., 253 
Cotton, ]. S., on !nom's con
dil'ion under, . British r.ule, 
353 

Cousins, J. H., on M olhw 
India, 498-500 

Cousins, Mrs. Margaret, E., 
on Molhtf' india, 501-02 

Cow, Miss .Mayo on starva
tion of cow in India, 290; 
Miss Mayo on care of cow in 
America, 291; condition of
in Akbar's time 299-300; ig
norance and poverty respon .. 
sible for bad condition of, 
298; slaughter of-on a 
large scale a new factor .in 

India, 298; question ignored' 
by Indian Government, while 
in U.S.A. a primary concern 
of the state, 293; quality and 
milk producing capacity of
fast deteriorating in India,. 
299; best milkers slaughter
ed,299 

Cow Urine, ' Holy men 
drink,'-a lie, 291 

Coward, Noel, 237 
Cromer, Lord, (finance minis
ter for India, 1882), 011 
India's annual income per 
bead, 364-65 

CurtSs, Lionel, xx, xxi; con
spiracy suspected between 
him and Miss Mayo, xxii
:xxiv, !xi, lxii 

Curzon, Lord, on India's' 
annual income per head, 365, 
367 ; quoted ;j,y Macdonald, 
429; on Reforms, 468 

Dahlen, George, on •• Press- • 
Tridoline,11 226 . , 

Davids, Rhys, on India iD 
Buddhist period, 303 , , 

Dean Miller, on Negroes m 
America, 130 

Debt, India's Public, R. C. · 
Dutta on, 343 ; amount al
ways increasing, 343 ; bow 
increased after Mutiny, 344-
46; Wingate on, 345 

Defence of India, Miss Mayo 
on Army in India, 374; 
K. T. Shah on expenditure 
on, 375-n; more than half 
of total revenues spent 
on, 64 ; expenditure com
pared' to that in other 
countries, 374, 375 ; large 
expenditure a • drain ' on 
India. 376; Army employed 
in other parts of the Em-
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West, 214, 216, 221; on pre
val"!lce of polygamy in the 
West, 221, 222; on prevalence 
of venereal disease in the 
West, 244, 245 

Elphinstone, Lord, (Governor 
of Bombay, 1859), Justifies 
• divide and rule' policy, 
cites Roman example, 403 

Elphinstone, Monstuart, on 
India's past prosperity, 308; 
on Indian roads, 309 

England. education in, 12, 61, 
62; condition of women, set 
women; supported slavery, 
108; economic condition of
in the 16th century, 321 : a 
backward country, Robertson, 
322; Brooks Adams on scar
city of money in, 322 i pros
perity of-built on Indian 
treasures, 324, 332 ; econo
mic-, drain ' from India to, 
set ' drain ' ; venereal dis
eases in, 245 

Eta, the depressed classes in 
Jaroan, 89 

Epic period, position of• 
women in the, 155-57 

Europe. owing to spread of 
education marriageable age 
risen in, 192 ; prostitution in, 
229 : monastries and churches 
used as brothels, 205, 230 ; 
over sexed life in, 239; 
venereal diseases in, 241-46; 
was in a state of barbarity 
till recently, xviii 

Fazl-i-Hussain. HOIL Sir. 
(late minister of education, 
Punjab and now Executive 
Coun.:illor), 71, 72 

Fakhruddin, Sir Muhammad, 
on Refonns, 465 

Fisher, RL Hon'ble, H. A. L.. 

on education being the busi· 
ness of the State, 58; on 
ideals of education, 59, 60; 
on education in England, 61, 
62 i on learniJ!g and earning, 
63 

Franchise, set suffrage 
Francis, Mr. Phil,ip, compares 
native rule in India with that 
of E. I. Company, 333 : on 
India's condition under Com .. 
pany's role, 333 

Frazer, Sir James, on Deva-
d!Uis, ~02 

France, (a.nd French), treat
ment of natives in-Congo, 
144 i atrocities in Africa, 
148 i sexual morality in 223-
24 i ticc, an organised in
dustry in, 223-24; M. Bureau 
and Bloch, quoted on poruo
graphic literature and pic
tures, 230-33 ; obscenity in 
the drama and on the stage, 
235-36; abortion and infan
ticide cases, 248-49 expendi
ture on defence, 375 

Frontier Provirtce, North
West; 'desires no advance ' 
says Miss Mayo, 410; Mus
lim League demands Re
forms in, 410 

Flexner, on irregular sex re
lationships in London, 226 

Fullarton, Col., on India 
during Hyder Ali's reign, 
311 

FuUer, Sir Bampfylde, on 
favoorilt wif• of British 
Government in India, 408; 
on Englishmen's incompe
tency, 427 

Gait. Sir Edward, on child 
marriage in India, 189 
Garulh~ M. K, 11)4, xii. on 
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Education, in England, down 
to 1870, 12, 61, 6Z 

Education in India, Raja of 
Panagal on, quoted, but mis
quoted by Miss Mayo, xlvii 
17; Atibe Dubois on, 16 

Education lin India, Rev. Keay 
un Brahmanic system of, 18-
23 ; Buddhist system of, 23 ; 
excellent Indigenous Sys
tem of, 26-.33; as it was 
financed, 30; at the time of 
British arrival, 28, 29, 36; 
its decay under British rul~ 
33, 36; in the Punjab under 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh, 35; 
literacy in Bunna before 
British rule, 24 

Education in India, Under 
British Rule, indigenous sys
tem destroyed by the Policy 
of British Governme~~t, 33, 
36, 42-44; Duff on, 
44; Travellian, Grant, 
and Macaulay on, 44, 
45 ; neglected by Govern
ment, history of primary 
education ·~ in India, 69; 
introduction of compulsory 
primary education • opposed 
by Government on the plea 
'that time has not yet arriv
ed,' 69, 192; efforts of Mexi
can government compared to 
those of Indian government, 
56; expenditure in India on, 
-represents, 4 as. per head 
for Indiaos, 55 ; and Rs. 25 
per head for Europeans in 
India, 56; expend:ture in 
England on, 60-72; and 
by U. S. A, government, 
67 wotc; scale of pay 
in Indian · schools com
pared to· that in American 
schools, 78-79; pay of the 

village teacher, 79; private 
agencies' efforts for, 57; 
social reform impossible 
wi'llhout, 206 

Education, progress of Ger
manic people due -. Ellis 
quoted, 52 

Education of Wpmen in India, 
Miss Mayo on 36-.37; Edu
cation of Hindu women 
prior to British rule, 37; 
education never denied to 
Hindu women, 185; Indigen
ous system of, 38; its decay 
and causes of its decay under 
British rule, 39, 40 

Education of Women in Eng
land, a recent thing, 182 

Education of Untouchables, 
71, 72. 99; of • American 
Untouchables,' i.e. Negroes 
and Red tndiaos, 137 

Electorate, Communal, respon
sible for Hindu-Muslim dis-,, 
sensions, 398; helped by 
Government, 398 ; inlt'oduced 
first time in India, 405 ; in
stigated by Lord Minto, 40&; 
is a dissension creating de
vice. 406 

Ellenborough, Lord, (Gov- · 
emo ... General of India., 
1842), on attitude of Hindus 
and Muslims towards the 
British. 399; suggests 'di
vide and rule' policy, 399-
400 

Elliott, Sir Charles, on Indiao 
poverty, 354 

Ellis, Dr. A. Caswell, on pro
gress of German nation due 
to education, 52; on worth
lessness of natural resources 
without education, 53 

Ellis, Havelock. on pre
marital relationship in the 
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Hindu-Muslim Dissensions, 
Hindus placed on equality 
with Muslims by Alivardy 
Khan, 312; sheet-anchor of 
British policy in India, 409; 
Miss Mayo chuckles over:, 
398; Unity in Martial Law 
days, 398 ~ Government's 
steps to destroy unity, 398, 
.399, 459; some eminent Bri
t!sh statesmen on 'divide a111d 
rule' policy, 399-408; a cre
ation of British rule, says' 
John Maynard, 407-08 

Hindu Women, treated with 
great consideration, xliii; 
education of, 36; in Vedic 
times, 155; property rights 
recognised, 154 ; freedom of 
movement enjoyed by, in 
Vedic and epic times, 155-56; 
attained positions of highest 
distinction, 155; see also 
Woman in India 

Hium Tsang, on freedom of 
choice of husbands to wo
men, 159 

Hobhouse, L. T. 10 
Holwell, on prosperous 

Beng;<l, 312 
Howell, A. P., on education 
in pre-British India, 30, 31 

Hume. A. 0., on Indian 
poverty, 354 

Hunter, Sir William, on 
cleanliness of Hindus, 284; 
on Indian poverty, 353, 356, 
389 

Hurd, Carlos F., on lynch
ing, 124, 126 

Huxle)', Aldous, on English
men's incompetency, 4JO 

Hyndman, H. M., on • econo.
mic drain,' 332-JJ, 347 ; on 
India's poverty, 350, 355; on 

Englishmen's incompetency to 

rule India, 427-28 

Ibbetson, Denzil, on evolution 
of caste, 81; on safeguards 
·to child marriage in India, 
190 

Ibn Batuta, on India's pros
perity, 309 

Illiteracy, MJss Mayo on, 37, 
74; the Brahmin not respon
sible for, 25; government 
responsible for, 53 

Imam, Sir AE, on Simon 
Commiss:on, 419, 420; on 
Reforms, 467 

Inchcape Committee for Re
trenchment, on railways, 386; 
on purchase of stores, made 
in England's dear market. 
386; on increase of salaries 
of public servants, 395 

Imperialism, the greatest 
' world menace' lmown to 
history, 141; forces rising 
against, 484 

India, education in, see educa
tion i widespread propaganda 
being carried on against-in 
Europe and Ainerica, lxi ; 
India and the British Empire, 
see British Empire; the mar ... 
ket of England's raw-pro
duce, 379: a • world menace,' 
chap. xxxiii; public debt of, 
sre debt; poverty of, su 
poverty 

India in Historical Times. 
State dealt with social life 
and public health, etc. 9; 
education in, su education ; 
achievements in medicine and 
science in, 28.5-87 ; Rhys 
Davids on India in Buddhist. 
period, 303; ancient s- not 
despotic, 307 

India Under !l(uhammadans. 
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·Mother India, xxx, xlix-li; 
Miss Mayo's reply in 
Lib.,ty, to his critic~ lxvii, 
267; rejoinder to Miss 
Mayo, lxviii; passive re
sistance movemen~ 450 

Ganga Ram, Sir, on agrict£ .. 
tural education in India, 48 

George, Lloyd, on ' steel
frame,' 392, 460 

Gennany, progress due to 
education, 52; condition of 
women in medieval times, 
180; sexual morality in, 215-
16, 221 ; popularity of porno
grapb!:c literature and pic-. 
tures in, 232-34 

Gibbons, H. A. on India, as 
'a factor in shaping Britain's 
foreign policy, 470-77 

Gide, M. Andre, on the atro
cities of French Ad!l\inis
trator in Africa, 148 

Gokhale, G. K., and primary 
education, 69; on Railway 
finance and ' Cheap Capita~' 
388 

Goldman, Bmma., on prosti-
tution in churches, 205 -

Gorki, Maxim, denounced by 
the American priss; 271 

Gour, Sir Had Singh, .his 
Bill to raise marriageable 
age opposed by officials. 193 

Grant, c:hirles. on educa .. 
tiona! policy of British Gov
ernment, 42, 45 ; on economic 
drain, 3l4 

Greece, child marriage in, 188 
Gruening, Miss, 123, 127, 129 

Han, Dr. Cuthbert, on British 
rule (n India, 48()-82 

Hamilton, Lord George, on 
India's 81111ual income per 
head1 365 

Hamilton, General Sir Ian, 
on India's defence, 482 

Harrington, A. H., on India's 
miserable condition, 358 

Hastings, Warren, on Com
pany's misgovernment, 314, 
317 • 

Haworth, Paul Leland, on 
American Negroes, 111 

Hearn, Lafcadio, on caste sys
tem in Japan, 89; on }apa .. 
nese 1Dlfitness for democratic 
government. 90 

Heber, Bishop, on the pros
perity of Bharatpur under 
native rule. 317 

Hecker, Miss Eugene, on 
miserable condition of women. 
in ancient Rome, 178, 179, 
181 ; on lower age of consent 
in Christian world, 182; on 
bill in U.S.A. to lower age 
of consen~ 184 

Hellpach, Willy, on over 
sexed life in Europe, 239 

Hindus, singled out• for 
attacks by Miss Mayo, 1, 2, 
15 ; Dubois1 opinion UD"T 
reliable about, xxxviii i ideals 
compared to those of the 
West, 49, SO; Assemblymen's 
efforts for education of 
Untouchables, 72, 73 ; their 
efforts to raise the age of 
oonsen~ 183 ; and depressed 
classes, su untouchabl~; and 
caste system, see caste; and 
Christianity, 95; and child 
marriage, S#4 marriage; 
their attitude towards the 
British, 399, 400; high 
standard of cleanliness, Lord 
Ampthill and other authori
ties quoted, 278-87 

Hindu Medicine and Science. 
clisoovcries in, 285-87 
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rule India, 430 
Lawrence, A. ]., on India's 
poverty, 359 

Leck:y, on Indian mutiny and 
its cost borne by India, 344-
45 

Leitner, Dr. G. W., on liter .. 
acy in the Punjab before 
the British, 33, 34; on in
digenous system of educa~ 
tion, 26 note, 28, 32: on 
female education in Indi~ 
before the British, 3S--<lnd 
on its decay under British 
rule, 39 ; on native genius 
Uld learning, 33, 34, 36 i on 
widow remarriage in India, 
194, 197; on lofty conception 
of marriage among Hindus, 
197 

Leys, Dr. Norman, on treat
ment of natives in Africa, 
149 

l.i!y, W. S., on test of pros
perity and India's poverty, 
350 

Lindsey, Ben, ] udge. on sex 
relationship among school
boys and girls in America, 
217-21; being a radical re
former abused by American 
press, 271 

Literacy, among Indian masses 
before British rule, 23-25, 
34, 42 

Lovett, Pat. str Ditcher 
Ludlow, on village system in 

pre-British India, 29 
Lupton, Arnold, on food sup
ply of India, 295-97; on 
poverty, J51, 353; on na
tional income of India, 366; 
on India's industrial back
wardness, 379 

Lynching, 114-28; number of 
ca:t-es in America, 115; of 

women, 126; American wo
men take part in, 126, 127 

Macaulay, Lord, on educa
tional policy to be pursued 
in India, 45 ; on E. I. Com
pany's misgovernment, 313, 
338; on Company's gains, 
321, 324; on gains of Lord 
Clive, 327 

Me Clelland, D. F., on 
Mother Indio, 506 

, Mac Donald, Ramsay, on ofliw 
cials' responsibility for dis
sensions in India, 407 ; on 
foreign ru.le in India, 426; 
on incompetency of Engtish
men to rule India, 429 

Me Pherson, Sir Hugh, on 
Reforms, 465 

Madras, elementary education 
in, (1822-26), 26, 32; Dt'l!a
da.ris in, 20 I, 202, etc. 

Malcolm, Sir John, (governor 
of Bombay, 1827), on British 
policy of education in India, 
46, 47 j on peace and pros
perity of Maratha territory 
before British rule, 315; on 
ruins of Malwa after occu
pancy, 316; says Brit:sh 
rule has not benefited India, 
337-38 

Mallet, Sir Louis, on Indian 
government, 431 

Manu, (the great Hindu law 
giver), on women, 160; on 
mother's first claim to 
honour, 165; on property 
rights of wife, 167; on re
marriage, 171: on personal 
cleanliness, 280; on evils of 
sexual indulgence. 283 

Maon, Dr. Harold. (director 
of agriculture, Bombay), OD 

misenible conditioll of people, 
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compared to England under 
Normans, 305; cruelties of 
Muslims much Jess than 
their Ou-istian oontempo
raries, 306; should not be 
compared · to 19th century 
England, 306 

India in pre-British days, had 
enormous wealth and pros
perity, British authorities 
quoted, 308-36; education in, 
su education; village system 
in, 29 

India IDlder British Rule, 
conquered by INdian money 
and blood, 342; mismanago
ment, cruelties and atrocities 
of East India Company in 
India, 310-36; manufacturers 
treated as slaves, 329; 
weavers cut off their thumbs 
-.Bolts on, 326-27; trade 
ruined, 329; paSt prosperity of 
India vanishes, 310-49; Iudia 
not benefited by Brit,ish rule, 
says Malcolm, 338; OODdi
tions gone and going wo~ 
says Cotton, 353 ; India p]a.y>. 
ed a great "part in success of 
England's Industrial Revolu
tion, 319; John ,~bore on 
exploitation of, ..,4 ;· Mus
lims take the same view. as 
Hindus, 411-16; Englishmen 
on incompeteDey of the Eng
lish to rule lndiao, 425-37; 
Sullivan pleads for India's 
restoratioo to lndiaus, 336; 
Indians .excluded from ser
vices, while Englishmen pro
fered, 335, 393-97, 460; 
claim of :I'rosteeship exa
mined •111-15; Chesney and 

-o~-:"vnson Hicks on the mo--
}';dZ., 4!.~ritisb rule in 

lndiau Finance, Under Re
forms, controlled by govern
ment, 461 ; of railways, st• 
Railways; Transfered de
partments inadequately fi
nanced, 64, 465 

Irwin, Mr .. on India's poverty, 
360 

Japan, depressed classes in, 
89, 90 ; Hearn on her unfit
ness for democracy, 90; 
O.ste and its disappearance 
in, 91 ; expenditure on de
fence, 375 

Jinnah, M. A., 409 
] oynson Hicks, Sir William, 
on motives of British rule 
in India, 455 

Kalidis, the great Indian 
poet and dramatist, 159 

Keay, Rev. F. E., on Brah
manic system of education 
in India, 18-23; on popular 
system of elementary educa
tion in pre-British • ' India, 
25-26, 27; on lileracy in 
Burma before British ~ 
24 

• Ku Klux Klan,' a secret 
society in America, 133; or .. 
gan~ed against the alieq, the 
O.tholic, the Jew, and the 
Negro, 132; pledged to 
eternal maintenance of white 
supremacy, 134; lynching 
methods, 114, 132; member
ship estimsted, 134 ,..,,. ; 
has considerable influence on 
politics, 134; attitode to
wards the Negro • Pariah,' 
1311 

Lausbury, George, on Eng. 
lishmen's incompetency to 
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dition of people under Bri
tish rule, 310; on England's 
backwardness in 17th cen
tury, 322 

Minto, Lord, 405, 406 
Montagu, Rt. Hon. Edwin, 
xxi; on defective character 
of Indian government, 431 ; 
Mesopotamia debate speech 
of, 442-44; on announcement 
of 1917, 444-45 

Montagu-Chelmsford Report, 
on Indian Reforms, recom-
mends Indianisation, 395, 446, 
etc. 

Moore, on India's prosperity 
under Tipu's administration, 
311 

Morel, E. D., on treatment of 
natives in British Africa, 
142-48 

Morison, s;r Theodore, on 
' economic drain: 348 

Molh<r India, 2, 74, 195; 
how it was written, xxvi ; 
opinions of some eminent 
persons on, xxvii-xxxvii, 
x~ix. li, an~ Appendix; criti
cnsm on at of some most 
relia'ble Indians refused pub
lication by Britisb press, 
xxvii, lxiii 

M uddiman Committee on Re
forms, 464 

Muhammad Ali, Maulana, 405 
Muhammadans, Muslims ; rule 
in India, s" India; women's 
education among them be
fore British rule. J8; posio~ 
tion o( women, J8; 'must 
be suppressed ' said Lord 
Ellenhorough and Thomas, 
J!J9..400 ; • primary movers 
in Mutiny,' 400i are to be 
patted. 404; Mr. MacDonald 
ou special favours to, 407; 

Sir Bampfylde on the 
'j(Jf{}ourite wife of British 
Government,' 408; take the 
same view about British 
government as Hindus, 409, 
411, 416, 418 ;-o.nd British 
rule, 485 

Munsterberg, Prof., on Ame
rican women, 6 

MuSlim League, prepares 
joint scheme of Political 
Reforms, 441 ; demands Re-

- forms in N.-W, F. Pro
vince, 410; boycotts Simon 
Commission, 416 

Mutiny, Indian, of 1857, 
caused by Englishmen's 
fault, 344; cost to suppress 
it borne by India, 344-45 ; 
John Bright on the cost
calls it a ' grievous burden ' 
on India, 346; Muhamm&
dans primary movers in-, 
400 

Naidu, Mrs, Sarojini, 187 
Naoroji, Dadabhoy, his writ .. 
ings ignared by Miss Mayo, 
372 ; on India's national in
come, 367; on 'cheap capi
tal,' 388 

Napier, opposed introduction 
of steam power in Navy, 
183 

N arad, on medical exam ina .. 
tion ot man before marri
age, 164; on remarriage of 
widows, 170 

National Christian Council of 
India, on Molh<r Indi<J, 
xxxvi. 500-01 

National Medical College, at 
Calcutta, 57 

Natarajan, K., on unreliability 
of Abbe Duhois' authority, 
x~ xJU. xlv ; criticism of 
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369~70; on ' empty stomachs,' forms, 465 _ 
370-71 Martial Law, 451 

Manohar Lal, (Minister for Martin, Montgomery, on ...,.. 
Education, Punjab), on In.. nomic drain, 340 
dia 's ' grinding' poverty, 363 Mayhew, Arthur, 75 

Marriage, Hindu Ideal of, a Maynard, Sir John, on Mother 
sacrament, and indissoluble, lltdia, xxxvii; on Hindu-
170; complete merging of Muslim Dissensious-'a crea
two personalities, 173-74; lion of British rule,' 407-08 
Manu 00, 173; marriage laws Mayo, Miss, a tool in British 
of Romans, 178-79; among hands, xix; came on a mis .. 
Germanic people women not sian of political propaganda, 
free. 180; 'not real love xX, xxii, xxix, lxi, 80, 103, 
marriages ' in the West, says 4Z4; her defence of Brtish 
Nardau, 222 adminstration, 3, 424; on 

Marriage, Early O.ild, having British achievements in In
pernicious effects on the dia, and criticised, 294-95; 
physique of Indians, 188, explanation of great popu-
213 ; but not so general as larity of her hook, xix; her 
represented, 166; not an an- way of argument criticised, 
cient institution, 'Macdone!l, 5, 6 ;' her wrong dealing with 
Keith and Risley quoted, 188; figures exposed, 55 ; her trick 
among Greeks and Romans, of dealing with quotations 
178, 179, 188; in England, exposed, xlvi, 76, 209; even 
188, lviii; in India means Dubois-her favoured autho
generally a kind of betrothal, rity-cleverly handled, xli\<o'' 
189; yet denounced · in xlvii; adopts tactits of 
India, lxvii; marriageable ' scandal Bureau,' 272; he
age and ' motherhood. age, trays ignorance of Hindu 
I90; rise of marriageable age Law; 200; and of agricul· 
in Europe due to . c:ducatioo, tural conditions in India, 
192; attempts to raise it in 292; and of Indian history, · ' 
India and their oppositioa by 301, 302; and of India's 
Government, 192-93; Hindu economic situation, 372; criti-

. states introducing reforms, cised by and replies to M. 
193 Gandhi in Li/Hrty, Gandhi's 

Marriage of Widows, remar- rejoinder, xxx-xxxv 
{iage common in earlier Mercantile Marine Comm.1tee. 
times ia India, 170; N arod 46! 
on 170; .Miss Mayo's sta~ Mexican, govemment'S efforts 
men! absurd, 195, lxvi ; res- for education, 56 
tricted now only to high Meyer, Prof. Bruno, on sexu
c:astes, 194, !viii; Dr. Leitner al irregularities in the West, 

_on, 195 nott: restrictioo.s be- 222 
'lhc TeJnoved, !viii Military, Indian. ,.. Defence 
Marris, Sir jWilliam, on Re- Mill, James, on wretched con· 
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sal in some countries in 
West, 214, 216; commended 
in the West by Radical sex 
thinkers, 214 

Prostitutes-Prostitution, Dt
VJadaru, 201, 205-06; wide· 
spread in the West, 225 ; 
Dr. Blaschko on, 229; de
veloped to a gigantic soc:ial 
institution in the Wes~ 229; 
.Dr. Bloch on stcrtt prostitu .. 
tion, 230 ; press in the ser .. 
vice of, 226; in temples and' 
churches, 205-06; brothels in 
guise of baths, schools, and 
treatment establishments, 227, 
2JO 

1\mjab, education before and 
a6ter British rule, 26-36; 
of women, and its decay, 
37-40; number of depressed 
class boys in schools, 99 

Ragozin, on position of w0oo 
men in the Vedas, I 53 

Rahmatullah, Sir Ibrahim, 
exammes British claims of 
trusteeship, 411-15, criticises 

· economic policy of Britain, 
414 i on India's capacity to 
hear taxation, 414 

Railways in India, history of, 
381-83, Mr. Wacha on the 
history of, 385; 'cheap capi
tal ' exposed, 383-84; Mr. 
Connell on, 388..S9; no solu
tion of famines 389-90; ad
ministration entirely in hands 
of Europeans, 461-62; pas
sengers shabbily treated. 381, 
385 

Railway, Board, all European, 
461-62 

Rallia Ram, K. L, 72 
Ratcliffe. S. K. on Afotltw 
I r<dio, xx 

Reddi, Dr. Muthulakshmi, 187 
Reddi, Sir K. V., on Re
forms, 465-66 

Red Indians, mercilessly treat
ed in America, 137 ; supplied 
with bad lands and insanitary 
surroundings, 138 ; their edu
cation neglected, 138; Mr. 
Russelil on inhuman treat
ment of their boys in schools, 
137; their property under 
contrQl of Government, 138 

Reforms, 438-68 
Reforms Enquiry Committee, 
464 

Reforms Pamphlet (of India 
Reform society), 304; about 
India's past prosperity, 304-
09 

Reinsch, Dr. Paul 5., on Bri
tish rule, 482 

Richey, Mr. (Education Com
missioner to Government of 
India), on want of finances 
for educaticmal development, , 
64; on progress of ~uca
tion in Bombay, 70 i on. the 
scale of ·pay in village 
schools, 78 

Risley, Sir Herbert,. on In
dian Caste · System, 86; 
on widow remarriage, 177; 
on child marriage, !88..S9 

Robertson, 322 
Rome-Roman caste sys
tem. 84, 85 ; condition of 
women, 178; early marriage 
in, 178; educational po1icy of 
Rome as the British ideal in 
India, 43-4 ; 'dividr d 
J .. p...a • policy, 402-04 

Ronaldshay, Lord, on dy
archy, 468 

Rose. on indebtedness in In
dia, 360 

Ross, Prof, E. A., xili 
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Miss Mayo, liv 
Nearing, Prof. Scott, 9 
Negroes, in Ameril:a, their 
education neglected, 106; 
cruelties agajn~t them uo
paralleiled in India's history, 
108, 124-29; denied citizen
ship rights, 109-12; oppres
sive laws against, 110, 111; 
separate accommodation for 
them on railways, etc., 114; 
excluded from public 
schools, hotels, and churches, 
segregation of, 114; lynching 
of, 115-31 ; women lynched, 
127; some think it impos!iible 
to treat them as equals, 130 ; 
called • a sacrificial race' by 
Dean MUler, 130 

N esfield, Mr., on caste, 82 
Nivedita, Sister, on Indian 

Widows, 197 
Nobili, Robert de, forged 5th 
Veda, xli 

Noo-cooperation, 457, ~59 • 
Notdau, Max, on marnage m 
Europe, 222 ~· · 

·Obscene publications, adver-
• tisements ill French Press, 
230, 233-36; dtatm, M. 
Bureau on, 236-37 ;-and 
their circulatiOD, 230; photo
graphs most popular • in 
Central Europe, 232; news
papers, 233; se1 also Prono
graphy 

Oliver, Lord. on government's 
favouritism of Muslims, 408 

Orme, on manufacture of 
cotton goods in India, 321 

statement, xlvii, 17 
Pankhurst, Miss Cbristahel. 
on venereal disease in Eng
land, 245 

Patel, v. J .• 69 
Patro, S. P » on India's 
poverty and indebtedness of 
the people, 364 

Pearson, Olarles, on State 
and social duties, 13 

Pietro del Valle (17the cen
tury Italian traveller), em 
India's peace and prosperity. 
310 

p;...,,.. (Allahabad Anglo
Iod.ian daily), on poverty 
• under the yoke of Britisl! 
mismanagement,' J56; Mr, 
Harrington in-, on India's 
poverty, 358; Mr. Grierscm 
in-, on India's poverty, 361 

Polak, H. S. L, on Molher 
I'lldiG, 515-16 

Pole, Major D. Grahanlo on 
Mother /11/JiG, 510-15 , 

Pornography-well organised 
in Europe as a sul:l:essful 
trade, 230-33. See also Ob
scene literature • , 

Pouresy, Mr. Emile, quoted 
by Bureau on publication of 
obscene literature in France, · 
233 

Pbverty of India, 350-71 ; 
111111ual income of the peopl~ 
per head not more than 
Rs. JO; different estimates, 
354-67; and over taxation. 
355-57, 362-63, 414, 415 

Pratt, J, B., on widows in 
India, 196; on mothers in 
Iodia-'nowhere in the world 
more revered; 197 Panagal, Raja of, quoted by 

Miss Mayo oo Brahmins' 
opposition to education, 15-

. 16; repudiates Miss Mayo's 

Premarital sexual indulgence, 
opportunities rare for-in In
dia, 214, 216; almost 1D1iver-
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dia.ns in Public Services, 
393-94 

Shaw, George Bernard, 238 
Shirras, Findlay, on India's 
National income, 367 

Shore, F. ]., on exploitation 
of Indil> by England, 334-35 

Siegfried, Andre, 112, 135 
Sikhs, position of women 
among them, 38; female edu
cation, 39 

Sinclair, Upton, on American 
'Scandal Bureau,' 270-71 ' 

Simon Commission, 463; atti
tude of Muslims towards, 
416; boycotted by Muslim 
League, 417; Sir Ali Imam 
on, 419-20; Sir Shafi on, 417 

Sinha, Lord S, P., on Mothtr 
India, xxxvi, 496-98; ·:n
j ustice done to him by Miss 
Mayo, lvi 

Sinha, Saehehidanaod. on Re-
forms, 466 

Sircar, N. N., on Lord 
Sinha's reference in Molhff 
India, lv 

Sitalvad, Sir Chimanlal, quot
. ed by Miss Mayo, 2 
Skeen, Sir Andrew (chair

man of the Skeen Com
mittee), on very slow pro
gress of lndiarv:sation in 
India, 378 

Skeen Committee, 378, 463 
Slavery in America, 105, 130; 
abolished in theory only, 109; 
slaves when emancipated 
were OOmJlClled to leave the 
Stat•. 109; British Judges 
UJtheld its continuance in 
Sierra Leone, 149 

Smith, V. A., on India's an
cient prosperity, 303 

Social Reform societies in 
India, !vi~ 100-01 

Stanley, Jones, on Mother 
India, 502-03 

Straehey, Sir John, 391 ; on 
'divide and rule' policy, 403 

Slridhan, 156 
Suffrage. of women a recent 
thing in England, 181; in 
India, 185 

Sullivan, John, on economic 
prosperity of pre-British In
dia, 336; pleads for restora
tion of British territory to 
native rule, 336; on economic 
drain, 337 

Sunderland. Dr. ]. T., on 
economic drain-' the great .. 
est cause of impoverish .. 
ment.' 341 ; on poverty of 
Indian people, 365 ; proves 
incompetency of British rule 
in India, 432, 437 
Sutr~ meaning of, 157; first 
attempt of Aryans at scienti
fic codifica(on, 157; position 
of women in Sutra period. 
158 

Suttee, unknown to Vedas, 
155; not so general as 
represented, 167; originally 
entirely vQJuotary, 167 

su..,raj, 105 

Tagore, Rabindra Nath, and 
Miss Mayo. XXXV, xxxvi. 
xlix. liii-liv i 489 

Tata, J. N ., spent a good 
deal to provide scientific 
education, 57 

Technological Institute, Cal
cutta, 57 

Thakon! of Gonda!, on clean
liness of Hindus, 280-81 

Thapar, Dewan Bahadur Kunj 
Bebari. o.a s.. contradicts 
Miss Mayo. lili. 209-10 

Thomas, Henry Harrington, 
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Rowlatt Bill, 450 
Roy, K. C. (of the Associ
ated Press), contradicts Miss. 
Mayo, xlix • 

Ruding, 322 
Russell, H. L., on treatment 
of Red Indian boys in 
American schools, 137-38 

Russia, venereal diseases in 
246 110ft,· abortion cases in, 
248; aud Britain, 477, 478, 
484, etc, 

Rutherford, V. A., on British 
inefficiency, ~ 

Salisbury, Lord, on ' econo- . 
mic drain,' 341 

Sapger, Dr., 205 
Sanitation, present day bad 
sanitation due to poverty, 
287; public health neglected 
by government, 287, 288; ex
penditure on it by govern
ment, 288-89; Miss Mayn 
and Hygiene of Hindus, 
chap. xxi 

Sarada, R. B. Har Bilas, 
proposes a biU in the Legis-

• lative Assembly to raise the 
marriageabl* age and oppos
ed by official bloc,, 183, 193 

Sarma, Rt. Hon. Sir B. N ., 
on India's NationaJ income, 
367 

Seeley, Proi, ]., on English 
rule in India, 425 

Senart, on caste system, 83-5 
Sexual Morality, in India, 
Miss Mayn takes delight in 
dilating upon sexual depra
vity of Indians, 211 ;-e. 
vital rart of her argument, 
211 ; hec sweeping generalisa
tions, 211 i Hindu scriptures 
preach continence, M"'"' 
and S""h"'IG on continence, 

283-84; conditions mach 
hette; as compared to the 
West, 213; 214, etc.; of 
Angl<>-lndians in India, 250-
53 

Sexual Morality in the West, 
Pre-marital .sex relationship, 
214, 216;-in American 
schools, Judge Lindsey on, 
207-20; girl mothers in 
America, 218 ; eontraceptive 
methods commonly known to 
American girls, 219; ' no girl 
a virgin after sixteen in 
Germany,• 221; divorce 
heooming popular in 
the West, 222; 'half of 
sexual interoourse outside 
legal marriage ' says E:llis, 
222; Prostitutioo in the 
Wesi, s•• Prostitution; ob
scene · publicatious in the 
West. se• Pornography; 
abortion and infaoticide, 246-
50; venereal diseases in the 
West, se• Venereal diseases 

Sexual offences against child-
ren, Miss Mayo on,-in In .. 
dia, 256; in . England, 25ll-
6'1 ; offences becoming sen .. 
ous in England, 264; diilli· 
culty· in punishing · the 
offenders in England, 260-63; 
intercourse with children as 
a cure for venereal disease 
in England, 266-67 ; in 
America, 267-68 

Shafi, Sir Muhammad, on 
Simon Commission, 417 

Shah, Prof. K. T., on econo-
mic drain, 34&49; on annual 
income per head, 366-67: ig
nored by Miss Mayo, 372; 
on military expenditure, 374-
'17; oa respective expendi .. 
ture, on Englishmen aod In-
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management, 385 
War, India's contribution in 
the, 441, 445 

Ward, on • habitua!lly under-
fed ' people of India, 360 

Ward, William, on literacy 
in Benga~ 26 

Washington, Booker T., on 
Negroes, 108 

W edgwood, Rt. Hon. Col. 
J. C., xxix ; on M othw 
badia, xxxvii 255, 508-10; on 
Lord Irwin, 432 

Wheeler, Sir Henry, OD Re
forms, 464-65 

White, Dr. Douglas, on vene-
real diseases in the United 
Kingdom, 245 

Whlte, on India's poverty, 
359 

White Slave Traffic in Eu
rope, 223 ; in England, gov .. 
emment's circular to wam 
young girls, 228-29 

\Vidows, remarriage of, s~~ 
Marriage; Miss Mayo's dia
bolic exaggeration about, 
199; their lot not so hard 
as depicted, 196; their life 
of sacrifice. 194: attacks on 
their morality product of 
evil mhd, 194; their high 
morality. 194; their condi
tion different in different 
castes, 195; their property 
rights recognised, 200; Mr. 
Pratt on, 196, 197; Sister 
Nivedita on, 196; Dr. Leit
ner, 01~ 197-98 

Williams, Mr. Rushbrook 
( formerly publicity agent of 
the hxhan government), on 
Mollur loodid, lxv ""'' 

W ilsoa, A. ] ., on economic 
drain. 341, 347; on railway 
finance, 387 

Wil&on, H. H, his protest 
against suppression of Indian 
languages and exclusive en .. 
()Ouragement of English, 45-
6 ; on economic drain, 340-
41 

Wingate, Sir George, on 
economic . drain, 338; on 
Indian Mutiny and public 
debt, 345 

Wingfieid-Stratford, Miss 
Barbara, on low standard of 

· Auglo-lndian morality in In
dia, 250-52 

Woman in Ind:a, was free 
.,_ her choice of mate in 
early times, 151, 159; Hiuen 
Tsang's testimony, !59; her 
position in epic period, 157; 
.Manu on, 160, 162, 166; 
worshipped 'by Hindus in 
different forms, lvii; • as 
Mother placed on a higher 
pedestal,' 166, 197; her 
first Cla,im to honour, 165; 
Mr. Pratt on, 196-97; her 
property rights recognised, 
167, 168, 185; her rights of 
adoption, 169 ; marriage and 
remarriage of, ue Marriage; 
as wife enjoys an equal 
status, 174-75; in the past 
also enjoyed better position 
than her European sister be
fore Mid-Victorian era, In, 
185 ; even better in some res
peels in Vedic times than Eu
ropean women in Europe to
day, 1n; as legislator, 186; 
performing important pnblic 
duties, 187; n• also Hindu 
Women 

Woman in the West. "vote• 
for, a very m:<nt thing, 
1n. 181 ; Among Romans. 
could be pnt tn d<ath by 
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on attitude of Hindus tand 
Muslims towards the British, 
400 

Thompson, Edward, calls 
Molhtr IlldiB one .'long nag
ging, ~H. 503 : on British 
rule in India, 4J4 

Thorburn, on poverty and 
famines,, 362; on high taxa
ton, 362, 363 

Thornton, on 'cheap capital ' 
for Railways, 384 

Torrens, W. M, M:.P., on 
India .in the past, 301 

Toynbee, C. S. L., on insuffi-
cieotly f¢ people of India, 
361 

Transferred department in 
provincial Governments, re
veoues inadequately proVid
ed, 64, 645; ministers not 
free tD act, 466-68 

Trevelyan, C. M., on · State 
efforts for couo!ry's pro
gress lin England, lZ-13 

Trevelyan, Sir Charles, . on 
educational policy tD be P""" 
sued in India so as to render 
India ameoable to British 

· rule, 43, #:- Roman parallel 
cited, 43-44 • • 

Tucker, St. 1obn (cbair~~~&n 
of East India Company), on 
increasing quantity of econo
mic drain, 340 

United Provinces, education 
of depressed classes ~o, 99, 
101 

Untouchables, numbers in I~>o 
dia, 97 .. 99; Miss Mayo on, 
37, 70, 71, 94, 9S, lxvi ; 
Hindus not opposed tD edu
cation of, 70-73 ; in schools, 
99-100; used as a weapon 
against Indian aspirations, 

xvi, 97, 102-03 ; a blot on 
Hinduism, 104, 140; Hinclua 
trying to remove it, lix, 104, 
141 ; Negroes and Red In
dians in America treated as 
such, ·105, 106, 136; in 
Japan, 89, 90 

Usher, on the poS.:tion of 
Negroes in U.S.A., 109 

'V onsa, see caste 
Y ~tiM, position of women in, 
151-SS, 177, 185; on object 
of married life, 154; .sutfee 
uoknown in Rigveda, ISS 

V en~eal Disease, Miss Mayn 
on, 240; not as widespread 
in India as in the West, Z41-
4Z; Dr. Bloch on the origin 
of syphilis, 242-43 ; ten times 
more frequent among British 
troops than in Indian troops, 
244; Dr. Bloch, Havelock. 
Ellis, and Dr. White on-, in 
Europe and America, 242-45; 
75 per cent. population in
fected in England, "24S-46; 
in Russia, 246 nole; sexual 
intercourse with cbildrlm 
considered a cure for vene
rea1 diseases. in the West. 
Z66 • 

Village school, .its working in 
pre-British India, 30-JZ; 
neglected by the government, 
3Z 

Village system, in pre-British 
India, 29; elementary educa
tion an important function 
of, 30-32 

Villiers, E., on Reforms. 
467-68 

Wacha, D. E., on Indian rail
ways. 384-85, 38S: on in ... 
differeoce of railway 
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management, 385 Wiloon, H. H,. his protest 
War, India's contrjbution in against suppression of Indian 
the, 441, 445 languages and exclusive en

Ward, on • babituaUy under- wuragement of English, 45-
fed' people of India, 360 6; on economic drain, 340-

Ward, William, on literacy 41 
in Benga~ 26 Wingate, Sir George, on 

Washington, Booker T., on economic . drain, 338; on 
Negroes, 108 Indian Mutiny and public 

W edgwood, Rt. Hon. Col. debt, 345 
]. C, xxix; on Mothw Wingfield-Stratford, Miss 
Iruiia, xxxvii 255, 508-10; on Barbara, on low standard of 
Lard Irwin, 432 · Anglo-Indian morality in In-

Wheeler, Sir Henry, an Re- dia, 250-52 
forms, 464-65 Woman in Ind:a, was free 

White, Dr. Douglas, on vene-- ~ her choice of mate in 
r<al diseases in the United early times, 151, 159; Hiuen 
Kingdom, 245 Tsang's testimony, 159; her 

Wbite7 on India's poverty, position in epic period. 157; 
359 Manu on, 160, 162, 166; 

White Slave Traffic in Eu- worshipped by Hindus in 
rope. 223; in Eng)and, gov- different forms, !vii; 'as 
ernment's circular to wam Mother placed on a higher 
young girls, 228-29 pedestal,' 166, 197; her 

Widows, remarriage of, u• first Cla,im to honour, 165; 
Marriage; Miss Mayo's dia- Mr. Pratt oo, 196-97; her 
boli< exaggeration about, property rights rewguised, 
199; their lot - OD bard 167, 168, 185; her rights of 
as depicted, 196; their life adoption, 169; marriage and 
of sacrifi~ 194: attacks on remarriage of, .ue Marriage; 
their morality product of as wife enjoys an equal 
ev•l mhd, 194; their high status, 174-75; in the past 
morality. 194; their condi- also eo joyed better position 
tion different in different than her European sister be
castes, 195; their property fore Mid-Victorian era, 177, 
rights recognised, 200; Mr. ISS; even better in some res
Pratt oo. 196, 197; Sister pects in Vedic times than Eu
N ivedila on, 196; Dr. Leit- ropam women in Europe to-
ner, 01~ 197-98 day, 177; as legislator, 186; 

Williams, Mr. Rusbbrook performing important public 
( formerly publicity agent of duties, 187 ; su also Hindu 
the lnd""' government), on Women 
M ollur I rodid, lxv IOOU Woman in the West, 'vote ' 

Wilson, A. J., on ..,.,.,.,mic for, a >n:ry m:ent thing, 
dr2in. 341, 347; on railway 177. 181; Amoog Romans, 
finance, 387 could be put to daotb by 
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fathel' or husband, 178; tJJis.. 1IIOD offence in· England,' 181 i 
ally married young among her present positioii entirely 
Romans, 178; was not free · the gro\Vth of the last 75 
t<J choose her mate, 179; . years, 182-86; Negro women 
ac®rding " to Christian '·in America, see Negroes : 
.thought woman is the cause Prof. Mtmsterberg OD 
of iall of maDkiDd, 179; is American women,. 6 
not allowed to give evidence Woman-teacherr', in India; 
or ·security or to, act in rmson for the ·paucity. of. 
Churt, . 179; her o;rights . of lxiv, 75, 77, 79 . 
j>ropero/ were oot recognised ' · · . . . , 
~mong Gennanic people, and Yaqub, Maulvi' Muhainmacf,. 
among 'English people, 180- on Hindu Muslim·· Unity, 

· 81~ .wlft beating still a com- 418 • • · , ..... 

Prinlm and ~b!UMd for 1/u B011KtJ Publisllwg Co~ 
5·2, Gar41tn'• Plat:•, CalcuiiG, by K. C. Bill>llo, 
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