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PREFACE 

I HAVE for some time been thinking of writing the 
Reminiscences of my life. I have been encouraged in 
the idea by some of my friends, who think (and I share 
their view) that they may throw light on some of the 
most interesting chapters in our current history and 
help to elucidate them from the Indian standpoint.· I 
belong to a generation that is fast passing away; and 
I have been in close touch, and I may add in active 
association, with some of its most illustrious men, 
devoted workers in the . public cause, who by their 
labours have largely contributed to our own Province 
and to foster the beginnings of a real national life 
throughout the country. Their work lies buried in the 
forgotten columns of contemporary newspapers. Per· 
haps a generation hence it will all be forgotten. I hope 
in these pages to do some justice to their honoured 
memories ; and these Reminiscences will not have been 
written in vain if I am able even in part to accomplish 
this object. 

The need for Reminiscences such as these has 
become all the more pressing in view of recent deve
lopments in our public life, when unfortunately there is 
a marked, and perhaps a growing, tendency among a 
certain section of our people to forget the services of 
our early nation-builders-of those who have placed 
IQdia on the road to constitutional freedom to be 
achieved by constitutional means. 
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APPENDIX A 

MR. HUIIIR'S ARTICLR IN India, 1893. (ue p. 30.) 

• The election of Babu Surendra Nath Banerjea by the Cal
cutta Corporation, to a seat on the Bengal Legislative Council, 
completes happily the first act of a drama of real life which at one 
time threatened to evolve in a painful tragedy. 

• Mr. Surendra Nath, the greatest of our Indian orators, 
was many years ago recognized by his tutors in England, which he 
visited to compete for the Indian Civil Service, as one of the most 
talented and at the same time amiable and lovable young men 
with whom they had ever had to deal. He passed the examina
tion with great credit and in due course returned to India as a 
member of the Covenanted Civil Service. All for a time went 
well. Then, certain ~barges of rendering untrue returns of the 
state of his files, with a view to concealing a certain laziness 
which was alleged to be his leading foible, were considered by 
the local Government to be of sufficient importance to require 
investigation by a special official Commission. The special 
Commission, thus appointed, found that certain irregularities 
were proved against him, and the Government then and there 
dismissed him from the service. 

4 Now in the first place, many then in Indi~ ourselves amon2' 
the number, who had the opportunity of seeing all the papers, 
while not dissenting as regards most of the facts that the Com
mission found to be established, differed altogether as to the 
interpretation to be placed upon them, and held, and still hold, 
that llabu Surendra Nath was guilty of nothing more than a 
certain carelessness and laziness, that might well have been 
passed over, in a quite young officer, with a mild rebuke, and an 
exhortation to be more zealous in future. But putting this aside, 
the judges themselves-and one of these repeated this to us only 
last week-considered that even for the faults that they held to 
have been established, suspension from promotion for a year 
would have been au adequate punishment, and no one, not even 
Surendra Nath himself, was more astonished than were these 
judges when the terrible sentence of expulsion from the service 
was pronounced against him by the Government. 

''l'o English readers it is necessary to explain that Mr. 
Surendra N ath was one of the pioneers of the Indians into the 
Coveuanted Civil Service. Almost throughout the bureaucracy, 
the admission of Indians within their sacred pale was viewed 
with the utmost jealousy and disapproval, and this summary 
expulsion of one of the most distinguished of the invaders was 

.I 
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408 A NATION IN MAKING 

utilized as the basis for paeans glorifying the British officials and 
their foresight in opposing the introduction of Indian colleagues. 
Virtually, what all the Anglo-Indians said was this, " Oh yes 
clever enough, but just as we told you, a d-d set of rogues' 
utterly unfit for the Civil Service, the noblest, most upright, and 
most essentially gentlemanly service in the world. Here is the 
crack man of the Indians, and Government has to expel him 
before he has been three years in the service I " 

' How far this widespread feeling had any share in bringing 
about the monstrous sentence passed upon poor Surendra we can
not say, but certainly it did prevent any fair hearing for his 
appeals for justice and mercy. He protested and appealed, as did 
thousands of his countrymen for him, but all in vain. • 

And then Mr. Hume proceeds to contrast my treatment with 
that of a European Civilian who had been guilty of a much graver 
offence:-

• What to those of us who were impartial in the matter 
seemed to cast a very lurid light on the transaction was this. 
Not long after the events above referred to, an English 
Covenanted Civilian was found guilty, by the officers appointed 
to investigate kis case, of offences far more grave-involving 
pecuniary vagaries unparalleled in the modern history of the 
Service- than any that even his judges thought to be established 
against Mr. Surendra Nath. Was this officer dismissed the 
Service ~ No, he was compelled to refund a sum of money 
belonging to Government that had somehow found its way into 
his private accounts, and he was suspended for a period of twelve 
or fifteen months, thereby suffering a considerable loss of salary 
for the time, but almost immediately on the expiration of the 
period of suspension, he, being a relative of the Lieutenant-Gov
ernor of Bengal, was jobbed into the favourite, and one of the 
highest paid, appointments in the province, an appointment to 
which, even had there been nothing against him, he would not 
have been entitled either by standing in the Service or ability. 

• The establishment of the British Committee of the Indian 
National Congress has rendered the unpunished perpetration of 
any similarly atrocious job at the present time almost impossible, 
but it illustrates the very different modes in which Indians and 
Europeans have been systematically dealt' with by the Indian 
officials ; and the fates of these two officials are thoroughly 
characteristic examples of the spirit which has for the last quarter 
of a century pervaded the majority of the bureaucracy.' 

Mr. Hume thus concludes his article :-
' In the meantime how fared it with Surendra N ath ? 

Crushed, utterly disgraced, and almost a pauper (for nearly ttll 
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his means bad been expended on his visit to England and his 
education there) had he committed suicide in despair, who 
could have marvelled l But, like the brave man and dear (I'Ood 
fellow that he is, he set himself to the nobler task of lightin&" 
out the battle to the last, and living down the injustice that thus 
clouded his early years, and disproving by his life the mistaken 
e~timate that had been formed of his character. 

• Few in En&' land can realize the almost hopeless character 
of the "truggle, in India's official-ridden land, of one under the 
official ban seekin&" once more to recover a decent position in 
public life. For years Mr. Surendra Nath fought on like Grant, 
determined to fight along this line until death or victory crowned 
his efforts. He founded a ~chool and taught in it; be started 
a paper and both edited and managed it ; he spoke at every 
popular meetin~t and established his reputation for those oratori
cal powers which, inttr alia, so endear him to his countrymen, 
But for long he made little or no pro(l'ress, though be bravely 
still kept his head above the waters and swam on in dog~ted 
earnestness. 

• Truly is it Raid that all comes to him who knows how to 
wait. Suddenly for Surendra Nath appeared the Deus a mac/t.iTUJ 
-to cut the knots of the cords of neglect and disgrace in which he 
was bound-appeared in the shape of the Calcutta High Court, a 
bench of which clapped him into prison on a charge of contempt 
of court, in consequence of certain editorial comments of his on 
their proceedings. Then the tide turned ; backed up by a 
majority of his fellow-citizens, his school widened into the largest 
independent college in India ; his paper, the Bengalu, became 
gradually acknowledged as one of the very best and most just 
nnd moderate papers in the country. Elected to the Calcutta 
Corporation, his industry, his integrity and uncompromising 
independence extorted first the admiration and finally won the 
<.-onfidence of even the official Chairman of the Corporation ; and 
now his long years of resolute labour have been fitly crowned by 
his election by that Corporation as their first representative to 
the Legislature-a representation to which his ma~tnificent oratory 
has not a little contributed, thou~th indirectly, to extort from an 
unwilling a11d retrograde Government. 

• Surely this story is a noble one, instinct with noble 
lessons ; but best of all is the fact to which all of us privileged 
to call him friend can testify ; that never amidst all his labours, 
trials, and sufferings has he ever varied in his love for, and 
loyalty to, Great Britain ; never has be spoken bitterly or un
reasonably even of those who condemned him. He has ever 
aocepted his troubles aa the decree of Fate, an evil fate that it 
behoved him to fi&"ht against-a fate he has fou~rht against and 
<lefeated. 

• Lon~r may his triumph last I lon(l may he live to enjoy the 

/ 
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fruit of his great courage and his manly perseverance l it will 
not be many years, we hope, before he sits upon the Viceregal 
Council ; and as time runs on a younger generation shall hail him 
in the British Parliament, where we may hope that his magnifi
cent gift of oratory may avail to awaken the House to some 
sense of India's wrongs ; some fixed and honourable resolution 
to see justice at last fairly meted out to India's people.' 

APPENDIX B 

A NOTF ON MY COLLEAGUES ON THE WELBY COMMISSION 

(see p.JSO) 

The names of my colleagues, who were witnesses before the 
Commission, will pass into the history of their times. Gopal 
Krishna Gokhale was one of the greatest political leaders of his 
generation, a true-born statesman in the front rank of Indian 
public men. A leader of the Moderate party, his premature death 
was a.heavy loss to the country. Mr. G. ~ubramanya Iyer was 
one of the makers of modern Madras. He too died early, mourned 
by his province and by his countrymen in other parts of India. In 
1914, I had the melancholy satisfaction of unveiling his portrait, 
which was subscribed by the people of Madras as a token of their 
affection and gratitude. Of Sir Dinshaw Wacha, who is happily 
still amongst us, no one can speak without admiration for his 
personal worth and public character. His long life has been 
dedicated to the servite of the motherland, and in the evening of 
his career, he draws to himself, in an unstinted measure, the love 
and esteem of all who know him. He was one of the founders 
of the Congress, attended its first meeting in Bombay in 1885, 
and throughout served it with unsurpassed devotion and fidelity. 
He bas since seceded from the Congress, with the rest of the 
Moderate party, but his services to that body will be cherished 
by his grateful countrymen, when the heat and the dust of the 
present controversies shall have been allayed. 
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