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FOPEWORD 

A major progracme of assistance to the weaker sections, 

na~ely the landless and t~e depressed classes,has been to make 

available to these people government land for cultivation. 

This is a report of a s~all investigation into this programme. 

The investigation was undertaken in five villages of 

Indapur Taluka of Poena district where 1574 acres of govern

ment cultivable waste land was distributed to 128 families. 

Two main findings of the investigation both of which are in

structive are as follows. Firstly, in the actual distribu

tion of government land, the priorities set for such distri

bution have not been adhered to and .'1 large part of the land 

has been given to families with very low priority or with no 

priority at all in such a programme. Consequently, the weak

er sections, the landless and the depressed families in the 

villages, remain neglected. Secondly, the lands given to the 

non-priority families have been brought under cultivation, 

because these families have the means. On the contrary, the 

lands given to the landless and depressed sections have re

mained either uncultivated or these have been rented out to 

other cultivating families; the reasons are that the lands 

given to these people are in many cases of very inferior 

quality and that these families do not have the means, in

cluding credit, to bring such lands under cultivation. 

This is admittedly a small investigation~ Nevertheless, 

it seems to bring to light the main weaknesses in the pro

gramme of settling landless and depressed families on land. 

Gokhale Institute of 
Politics & Economics 
Poena 4 

September, 1972 

V.M.Dandekar 
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FFEF'ACE 

~he proble~ of distributing cultivable waste lands to 

l!~dless fa~ilies has teen exercising the attention of the 

Goverr.::ent of !·:-,h'l.rashtra since 1954. Tt:e Government has dis-

tributed lar&e areas of "'sste lands to a V1rge number of 

fa~ilies all over tt:e State. A l3rge proportion of the dis-

tributed land has teen brousht under cultivation. However, 

the ~ro~lem of such lands is still acute and needs compre-

hensive study. 

An ad hoc project "~s, therefore, undertaken in 1968-69, 

to stud~ the problem of 'the disposals of Governoent waste 

lands to landless fa::Jilies in ~:ah'l.rashtra State', in the 

Agro-Economic Research Unit, located at the Institute, by the 

:-:inistry of Food & Agrict.<lture, Government of India. The 

findir~s of the enquiry are embodied in the present report, 

which n.ay prove !!lOre revealing and interesting. 

I ~ grateful to the concerned officials, both at the 

tal~~a and the village levels and to the village families 

who fully co-operated with me and spared no pains to supply 

the required information to me. 

~okhale Institute of 
Politics & Economics 
Poona 4 

September 1, 1972 

G.R.Mulla 
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C'lAPTER I 

In 1954, the then Governoent of Bc~bay passed a Resolu
tion (;:o. r.;;J3953·V-B) and directed that in 1111 districts, 
in;:luding the Sc!ledule Areas, :•a syste:n::ltic atter:;pt should be 
r:;ade to give out :.:::1· cu:i.t:tvat:!.on all 1ste lands, including 
those leased u:lCe!' tl-.e Grc\.1 r.:ore Food CRr::paign, by holding 
1 Y~cheries 1 in a;:~ordance with the procedure outlined in 
Goverr~e!'lt Cir'!:.~lar, ::o.l02Sf1..,9, dated 21st July 1951, pro
vided they are not req~ired for assigr~ent under Section 38, 
Land Revenue Coje and rule 73, Lend Revenue Rules, for public 
purposes, e.g. village grazing in accordance with the standards 
which have been specified separately, cattle sheds and stands, 
oanure pits, extension of eaonth~ns, provision of sites for 
schools, playgrounds, gyt:."'lasia, burial and cremation grounds 
etc., and are cap11ble of being profitably cultivated." 

It was further directed that the village officers of 
each village s~ould prepare for public information an up-to
date list of Goverr~ent waste lands available for disposal 
for cultivation i"'l the village and publish copies of it at 
the village 1Ch3vadis 1 and other public places and also supply 
its copies to thA Ci!'cle Inspector/Officer, the Mamlatdar 
and the Bc:..ck·,.ra:::-d Class \lelfare Officer concerned. The 
villagers should be given as full an opportunity as possible 
for expressing th~ir wishes before waste lands are given out: 
where there is a panchayat or village improvement society or 
other such body, it should be consulted, whether it wants 
to reserve any wa&te lands for public purposes. If as a 
result, there appears to be any body of the village opinion 
in favour of the assig~~ent or reservation of waste lands 
for public purposes, then 1f the Collector considers that 
the lar.d should not be assigned o::- reserved,· he should obtain 
the approval cf Go·;i..!;.'rlLlent to nispose of the particular W'iste 
survey nuzbers for other purpose i.e. ftJr cultivation, etc. 

1.1 Land_ :n S~h-::d •1led /.r:ea s 

The availa~le lends in the Scneduled Areas should be 
disposed of in eccorcance with the following orders: 

i) No lend in ths 3ch:;duled P.reas should be given out 
for cultiv::~Uon without th?. previous san::tion of Government 
to any one except a member of the backward classes includ
ing inferior vlllage eervants who are essential and are 
under-remunerated. However, Khajan lands in S::heduled Areas 
may be given out for cultivation on reclamation lease to 
members of the backward classes by the. Collectors provided 
that the Backward Class v.'elfn:::-e Officers have previously 
certified teat tr.ere is no demand for particular lands from 
individual members of the back•t~a:::-d classes or from Co
operative S<: '!ietie s formed by them. 

11) No grant of such lands to members of the non-back
ward classes including persons with approval service should 
be proposed for Government's sanction unless (a) it is 
established after careful lo::al inquiry and consultation 
with the Bacl<v!Prd Cle.ss \'ielfare Officers that members of 
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the backward classes do not need the land or (b) it is con
sidered desirable, in the general public interest, to allow 
individual non-backward class cultivators to hold particular 
plots so that members of the backward cl~sses may profit by 
their example, etc., or the land has to be disposed of to the 
non-backward class owner of the adjoining land either under 
Section 117B, Land Revenue Code, or when it is less than the 
standard area fixed under the Bombay Prevention of Fragmenta
tion. and Consolidation of.Holdings Act, 1947, or for purpose 
of ensuring the consolidation of agricultural holdings, etc • 

. iii) All grants of such lands should be made on the in
alienable and impartiable or the restricted tenure, except 
in cases where the Collector considers such out right grants 
to individual members of backward classes inadvisable, when 
the land should be granted on three years' lease on payment 
of rent equal to one assessment and then the occupancy on the 
restricted tenure, should be granted, if the lessees prove 
satisfactory. Termination of the lease at the end of the 
period on the ground of negligence i.e. for want of reasonable 
care which an average agriculturist is expected to take in 
the cultivation and care of the land, should be subject to a 
personal investigation of the case by an officer not below 
the rank of a l'!ahalkari in consul tat ion with the District 
Agricultural Officer and the Backward Class Welfare Officer 
concerned. 

Permanent grants of land should be made subject to the 
condition that the land should be brought under cultivation 
within two years of the grant and that the grant shall be 
liable to be cancelled if the holder neglects cultivation 
and keep the land fallow continuously for two years without 
any valid reasons. 

iv) Compact blocks of cultiva~le waste lands measuring 
100 acres and over should, as far as possible, be given to 
co-operative societies for better farming having a prepon
derance of members of backwsrd classes. Schemes should be 
framed by the Collectors for this purpo~e and then put up to 
Government in the Development Department for sanction through 
the Registrar of Co-operative Societies, the Director of 
Agriculture and the Director of Backward Class Welfare as 
soon as possible. Pending the disposal of these areas to 
the Societies after they have been constituted, the areas 
should be divided into economic holdir~s which should be 
given out to the likely rr.embers of the Societies on 'eksali' 
leases. 

v) Virgin lands i.e. lands which were n~t cultivated 
in the recent past should bt: granted to deserving poor ba::k
ward class persons fro::..:: of charge or on payment of o::::upancy 
price not exceeding three ti~es the assess~ent of the land, 
payablt: in one to three instal~ents, without interest if the 
pr~per occupancy price is likely to drive individual grantees 
to raise loans or to handicP.p thc:ir cultiv9.tion. An officer 
not btlow rank of a Prant Offic~r should decide whether the 
grantee should be eligibh: for th.: grant of the l!!...'1d free of 
occupancy price or on p~ym.:nt of nJ~inal occupan:y price. 
This concession of free grant should only arply in case of 
virgin lands which Lwe n.cv0r bc~en cultiv!lt<:d befor.; or in 
case of land ..-hich have remain..:d ur.::ultivat.::d for three 
years prior to their grant 'lnd only 1:1 c:~sc of pJor back~orotrd 
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clsss grantees. Occupancy price should be charged in cases 
10here tack.,.'3rd class people ere in a position to P"~Y in 
accorcance .,.·ith the rates to be determined by Gover~ent 
under the provisions of Secti::-n 32(t.A) of the BornbRy Tenancy 
end Agricultural Lands Act, 1~48. Pending determinqtion of 
such rates of =axi~u~ price, the occu~ancy price should be 
charged having rq:ard to the rent parable for the land and 
other factors specified in Section 66(4) of the said Act. 

Lands "'hich are already under cultivation, should be 
·granted to such poor backward class persons by selection by 
officers of not below the rank of Hahalkari on the spot and 
in the presence of the villagers. The occupancy price should 
be charged according to the rates to be determined by Govern
~ent ~~der the provisions of Section 32(4A) of the Bombay 
Tenancy ar.d AE;ricultural Vmds Act, 1948. Pending the 
determination of the rate of the ~axim~ price by Government 
under that Section, the occupancy price should be charged 
havir€ regard to the rent ~ayable for the land and other 
factors specified in Section 66(4) of the said Act. 

Lands which ere r~t required to be granted to deservir~ 
poor backward class persons as mentioned above should be 
granted to other backward class persons who do not already 
possess (either as owners or tenants) land equal to an 
economic holdir~, by auction between members of backward 
classes only. 

1.2 Lands elsewhere than in Scheduled Areas 

As regards available lands in areas other than the 
Scheduled Areas, they should be disposed of in accordance 
with the following orders: 

(A) Lands should be classified into the following 
three categories: 

(i) Land for which on account of its poorness 
or inaccessibility or obviously costly 
clearance or improvement, etc., there is 
no known demand. 

(ii) Land which is waste because of its small 
size or awkward shape or situation or is 
less in extent that the standard area 
fixed under the Bombay Prevention of 
Fragmentation and Consolidation of Hold
ing s Act, 194 7. 

(iii) Land suitable for and in demand for cul
tivation. 

(B) Schemes should be prepared for improving lands 
falling in category (i) and submitted to Government in 
the Agriculture and Forests Department or to the Secretary, 
Khar Lands Development Board, for sanction so that the 
lands could, after being improved by Government, be 
classified under category ( 11i) and then disp_,sed of in 
accordance with the orders applicable to lands of that 
category. 
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(C), Land falling in category (11) should be disposed 
of in accordance with Section 117-B, Land Revenue Code, if 
that Section applies to it. In other cases also it will 
be best to dispose of it to occupants of adjoining land or 
lands. When it forms part of a survey number or is a small 
$Urvey number which could more conveniently be amalgamated 
with the adjoining survey numbers, it should be disposed of 
in the following manner: 

(a) The lands should be offered to the owner of 
the adjoining lands if the owner is one only • 

. Proper market value as calculated under the 
provisions of the Bombay Land Acquisition 
Act should be charged if the adjoining owner 
.i's a· member of the non-backward classes. 

(b) When the adjoining land is owned by more 
than one per son: 

(i) it should be offered to an owner 
belonging to the backward classes 
if there is only one such owner 
among the adjoining owners. If there 
are more than one such backward class 
owners, the land should be granted by 
the Collector to the most deserving 
person by selection or by auction 
amongst such owners, as the case may 
be, in accordance with the orders · 
contained in paragraph 1.1 (v) of 
this Resolution. 

(ii) if the adjoining lands are owned by 
~ore than one pPrson belonging to 
the non-ba~kwarG classes, the survey 
number should be auctioned amongst 
the owners of th3 adjoining lands. 
The tenure on which t~e lar.d is dis
posed of should generally be the 
tenu~e on which the grantee holds his 
adjoining lands. 

(D) All lands falli~ in category (iii), which have 
not already been leased out, should be disposed of on the 
new and !~partible tl2n\J!"e to residents of t:-Je village 
containing the lands subject to the conditions that the 
land should be brou;ht under cultivation within t~ years 
of the grant. 

1. 3 Priority Li~t ,r Gr'l.ntees 

The Resolution states that the priority as between 
the grantees should be as follows: 

( 1) :·!emb.:rs of backw"lrd classes who r.:'l.y be 
hold1r.g t!-.e ln:1ds on lease provL~ed 
that they have cultiv'l.ted the same 
satisfactorily without e=ploy1ng hired 
lnbour. 

(1i) Proh1b1t1on-affected verfons who agree 
to cultivat.: l~mds without .,~:!)loyir.g 
hired l!ibour. 



(iii) Other ~e=bers of back~ard classes who are 
landless or l13Ve 1r.suff1c1ent lend for 
their ~air.tenance and are likely to prove • 

good cultivators without e~ploying hired 
latour. 

(iv) Bor.afide cultivators belonging to non
backw~rd classes w~o may be eligible to 
get the lands under paragraph 12 of this 
Re so 1 u tion. 

(v) Displaced persons who were personally 
cultivatir~ lands in West Pakistan or 
are now ready to cultivate lands without 
e~ploying hired labour. This concession 
should re~ain in force upto 31st May 1955 
only. 

(vi) Persons who have suffered and/or become 
destitute on account of their having 
taken part in the various movements for 
achieving independence and who have now 
no other means of maintenance and who 
agree to cultivate lands without employ
ing hired labour. 

(vii) Ex-servicemen who really need agricultural 
land for maintaining their families and 
who agree to cultivate lands without 
employing hired labour. 

(viii)Other bonafide cultivators belonging to 
non-backward classes who are poor and who 
have insufficient lands for their main
tenance and who agree to cultivate without 
employing hired labour. 

(ix) Well-to-do members of non-backward classes 
who are bonafide cultivators. 

1.4 Terms of Grants to P££sons of Priority 

(i) Grants to members of the backward classes 
should be made in accordance with the 
orders contained in paragraph 1.1 (v) above. 

(ii) Grants to poor members of th~ non-backward 
classes should be made by selection on the 
terms stated in (a) above. 

(iii) Grants to the comparatively rich members of 
the non-backward classes should always be 
by public auction. 

(iv) The orders contained in paragraphs 1.1 
(iii) and (iv) above should so far as may 
be apply to grants of lands in the non
scheduled areas also. 

(v) Government waste lands should be granted 
to persons who have suffered"and/or be
come destitute on account of their paving 
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taken part in the various movements for 
achieving independence in accordance with 
the priority laid.down above, by selection, 
if they are bonafide cultivators and have 
not got land enough for the maintenance of 
their families. No financial concession 
like exemption from payment of or reduction 
in the occupancy price payable under the 
current orders, should be granted. In 
individual cases, where the grantee is 
definitely unable to pay the proper 
occupancy price either in one lump or in 
instalments, occupancy price equal to three 
times the assessment may be charged subject 
inter alia to the condition that the 
grantee should cultivate the land without 
employing hired labour. 

(vi) waste lands should be granted to ex
servicemen in accordance with the priority 
laid down above without auction on payment 
of proper occupancy price. In individual 
cases, where the grantee is definitely 
unable to pay the proper occupancy price, 
either in one lump or in instalments, 
occupancy price equal to three ti~es the 
assessment may be charged. 

(vii) Grant of compact blocks of waste lands to 
co-operative societies for better farming 
in areas other than scheduled areas should 
not be refused merely on the ground that 
they have very few or no backward class 
members if in fact there are very few or 
no backward class pers0ns in the village 
or the backward class persons have en0ugh 
land and/or are unwilling to join the 
Societies. Every atte~pt should, however, 
be made to induce backward class persons 
to join s~ch· societies and the officers 
concerned should invariably ascertain from 
the Assistant Director of Backward Class 
w~lfare of the circl~ concerned whether 
the backward class persons are or are not 
available or w!llir~ to join the society 
ar.d wr.eth<or they will join the society only 
in c.:.. tain circumstances ~md wt.ether th.::se 
circumstances can or canr~t be created 
having regard to the spirit of the orders 
contained in this Resolution. 

(viii)For the pcrpos.::s of gra:1t of Goverr..=ent 
waste la:1ds for cultivation, bonafide 
agricultur::...;t s.'lould bc intt:rpreted to 
mean and ir.clud.:: a person \;ho is g.2::uir.ely 
desirous of taking to the profession of 
agriculture and h'ls mcessar:,· agricultursl 
implements or is in n rosition to acquire 
them and cultivate the land pers~nally i.e., 
e1th~:;r with or wlthout the assista::ce of 
hired l!ibour. 
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(ix) If a person is already cultivating other land 
equal in area to an economic holding cal
culated with reference to the number of 
persons in his fa~ily but in no case less than 
tne standard holdir~ for a family of five 
~e~bers, additional waste land should not be 
grsnted "to him except in cases where the land 
is to be granted to the holders of adjoining 
lands ~der paragraphs 1.1 (ii) and 1.2 (c) 
of this Resolution. Provided that if the 
other lend which is being cultivated per
s:mally is less than an economic holding, he 
~ay be granted lend of such acreage as would 
be sufficient to ~ake up the area of land 
under his cultivation equal to an economic 
holding. 

(x) Grant of Governrr.ent waste land for cultiva
tion should not be refused merely on the 
ground that the applicant does not possess 
bullocks or agricultural implements although, 
other things being equal, from amongst the 
applicants, a landless agriculturist, who al
ready possess bullocks and agricultural im
plenents; may be given preference. 

1.5 Leases and Rent 

Disposal of Government waste lands should be on per
manent basis as far as possible and disposal of lands on 
lease should only bein exceptional cases, vide paragraph 
1.1 (iii) of this Resolution. Waste lands should be given 
on lease for a minimum period of three years in the first 
instance with an assurance of permanent grant at the end 
of that period if the land has been properly cultivated and 
the conditions of the lease have been properly carried out. 
The land should be leased on the condition that it will be 
cultivated within two years of the grant. The priority, 
etc. laid down in respect of permanent grants should also 
be observed. 

The rent for the land should be equal to reasonable rent 
to be determined in accordance with the provisions contained 
in Section 12(3) of the Bombay Tenancy and Agricultural Lands 
Act, 1948, in the ca·se of well-to-do backward. class and non
backward class lessees and equal to single assessment in 
case of poor backvlar.d class and non-backward class lessees. 

1.6 Permanent disposal of Gover~nt Waste Lands 
Cultivated on Lease 

In cases where a lessee is not eligible for the per
manent grant of land in accordance with the orders contain
ed in this Resolution, the land should be granted to the 
existing lessee only if the following conditions are 
satisfied: 

(i) that the lessee is a bonafide agriculturist; 

(ii) that the lessee has cultivated the land 
(on 1eksali 1 basis) for three years or 
more; 
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(iii) that he has taken soil conservation measures 
provided he was asked in writing to do so by 
the officers concerned; 

(iv) that the initial grant of the land was bona
fide and unobjectionable, e.g., after the 
orders contained in Government Resolution, 
No.366/33-XI dated the lOth March 1947, 
were issued, it was not made without being 

·first offered publicly to backward class 
cultivators and to others as required by 
standing orders of Government. However, in 
individual cases where this condition is 
not satisfied, if the Collector finds that 
undue hardship will be caused to the exist
ing lessee by depriving him of the land, 
such cases should be submitted to Govern
ment for orders through the Director of 
Backward Class Welfare; 

(v). that his total holding does not exceed that 
of an economic holding calculated in 
accordance with this Resolution if the 
leased land is granted to him. However, 
~f the lessee has carried out permanent 
improvement of substantial value, the land 
may be granted to him even if it is more 
than an economic holding; 

(vi) that the occupancy price charged is equal 
to proper market value except in cases 
where the lessee is eligible for getting 
the land free of occupancy price or on 
payment of a nominal occupancy price in 
accordance with the orders contained in 
this Resolution. In the case of back~rd 
class persons and poor non-backward class 
persons, the occupancy price to be charged 
should be fixed in accordance with para
graphs 1.1 (v) and 1.4 (ii) of this Resolu
tion respectively; and 

(vii) that there has been no breach of any of the 
vital conditions of the lease. 

Termination of the lease at the end of the period on 
the ground of negligence should be subject to a personal 
investigation of the case by an officer of not below the 
rank of a ~lahalkari in consultation with the Agri::ultural 
Officer concerned. The Backward Class Welfare Officer 
concerned should also be consulted in case of backward class 
lessees. Consultation with Eackward Class Welfare Officer 
is not necessary in cases w~ert l9nds are granted to Back
ward Class Cultivator(s). Consultation will be necessary 
only where it is proposed to dispose of tht land to a non
backward class cultiv3tor on the groQ~d that a backward 
class cultivator having a prior clai~ for the land does 
not.exist in the village containing the land. 
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These orders do r~t apply to -

(a} bet e.nd bhatha lands in the llorthern Division, 
,.-hose disposal is regulated by the orders 
contained in Goverr~ent Resolution, No.l240/ 
45-II dated 12th FetruRry, 1947, as arr.ended 
and a=plified fro~ time to time or such 
other lands the disposal of which is govern
ed by special orders; 

(b) lands 1n the Dangs District; 

(c) tank bed lands vesting in the Revenue Depart
oent should be disposed of for cultivation 
in accordance with the orders contained in 
Goverr~ent Circular 1-le:r.oranduo, Public Works 
Department, No. LP'o'J 9252 dated 19th December, 
1953, subject to the modification that 1n 
cases where tank bed lands have been held on 
lease by a person for three years or more, 
they should be continued 1n his possession. 
These orders apply to tank bed lands which 
vest in the Revenue Department and not in 
the Public Works Department, or in the local 
bodies or in the village panchayats. 

1.8 Governrr.ent Resolution of l 60 and ~1ernorandurn of 
ns rue 1ons 

Disposal of Government waste lands was governed by 
the orders issued in this Resolution of 1954 till March 
1960. During this period the Government realised that 
there was no satisfactory progres& in the disposal of 
waste lands for cultivation. It was rather very difficult 
to hold 1Kacheries 1 in accordance with the procedure and 
decide upon different claimants for the lands. It was 
found that permanent disposal had not taken place on any 
large scale on account of the following four bans: 

(1) Ban on account of Land Utilization Survey 
Scheme; 

(2) Ban on account of schemes for rehabilita
tion of persons affected by certain irriga
tion and power projects; 

(3) Ban on account of Forest Settlement; and 

(4) Ban on account of afforestation schemes 
including the scheme for checking the 
spread of Runn of Kutch. 

The Government, therefore, passed another Resolution 
No. LND 3960-Al, on 1st March 1960 and decided that except 
in respect of ban of Serial No.2, all other bans should be 
removed and permanent disposal of Government waste lands 
including those leased out from time to time should be 
undertaken according to the orders contained in this 
Resolution, and the Memorandum of Instructions. These 
orders supersede all existing orders regulating permanent 
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disposal of Government waste lands for cultivation. These 
orders, however, will not apply to districts to which the 
ban memtioned in Item No.2 applies. 

·It was decided that two lists of Government lands in 
all the districts should be prepared in accordance with 
the Memorandum of instructions. The first list should in
clude all the lands required for public purposes like 
schools, hospitals, parks, grave yards, pasture and forest 
lands ·and the lands required for other projects. The second 
list should include all the remaining waste lands which 
could be permanently disposed of for cultivation. These 
orders will apply to all lands included in the second list. 
Except fragments and land of awkward shape all the Govern
ment waste lands included in the second list shall be dis
posed of according to the priorities laid down in paragraphs 
3(a) and 3(b). and subject to the conditions mentioned in 
1.9 below. · · · 

3(a) Priorities for grant of lands in areas other 
than scheduled areas: 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

( iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

Existing 1Eksali 1 lessees of Govern
ment waste lands including Co-opera
tive Societies who have cultivated 
those· lands for a continuous period 
of three years or more prior to the 
issue of these orders; 

- -
Agriculturists who have been deprived 
of their lands as a result of acquisi-· 
t ion of tbe same by Government for a · 
public purpose other tban for irriga
tion and power projects in respect of 
which separate sc~e~es for rehabilita
tion of persons affected by such pro
jects have been framed, provided the 
acquisition has reduced his holding to 
less than an economic holding; 

Co-operative Joint Farming Society of 
Backward Class cultivators; 

Co-operative Farming Society of 
Backward Class cultivators; 

Co-operative Joint Farming Society of 
landless persons; 

Nembers of Backws.rd Cls.sses who hold 
no land or land les:; than an econo::ic 
holdir.g; 

Persons -.·!"'.-o h'l.ve suffered and/or 
h~ve becorr.e destitute on account of 
their h•v1ng t'l.ken part in the 
various c~v~~Lnts for achieving 
Incependence and ,.-:,o h'lve now no 
oth.:r CJ.::ans of ::sintcr.a:--.ce and l.'ho 
Sire~ to cultivate l~nds personally; 
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(viii) Pr::Jhib1tion-affect ... d persons who a~;ree 
to cultivate lanj personally; 

{ ix) Ex-serviceiren who really need agricul
tural lanjs for Iraintensnce of their 
family and ~.:ho agree to cultivate 
personally; 

{x) Landless agricultural labourers other 
than those belonging to the Backward 
Classes who sgree to cultivate lands 
per son ally. 

3{b) Priorities for grant of lands in the scheduled 
areas: 

(i) Existing 1Eksali 1 lessees belonging to 
Backward Classes including Co-opera
tive Societies of such persons who 
have cultivated these lands for a 
continuous period of three years or 
more prior to the issue of these orders; 

(ii) Agriculturists who have teen deprived 
of their lands as a result of acquisi
tion of the same by Government for a 
public purpose other than for irriga
tion and power projects in respect of 
which separate schemes fo~ rehabilita
tion of persons affected by such pro
jects have been fra~ed, provided the 
acquisition has reduced their holding 
to less than an economic llolding; 

(iii) Co-operatiye Joint Farming Society of 
Backward Class cultivators; 

(iv) Co-operative Farming Society of Back
ward Class cultivators; 

(v) Hembers of Backward Class who hold no 
land or land less than an economic 
holding; 

(vi) Existing 1Eksali 1 lessees not belong
ing to Backward Class including-co
operative societies who have culti
vated these lands for a continuous 
period of three years or more prior 
to the issue of these orders; 

(vii) Co-operative Joint Farming Society of 
landless persons; 

(viii) Persons who have suffered and/or have 
become destitute on account of their 
having taken part in the various move
ments for achieving Independence and · 
who have now no other means of main
tenance and who agree to cultivate 
lands personally; 
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: ( x) 

(xi) 
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Prohibition-affected persons who agree 
to cultivate lands personally; 

Ex-servicemen who really need agri
cultural lands for maintenance of 
their family and who agree to cultivate 
lands personally; 

Landless agricultural labourers other 
than those belonging to the Backward 
Classes who agree to cultivate lands 
personally. 

1.9 Limitatio~n Grant of Land 

(i) No grant shall be made in favour of persons 
who already own'land equal to or exceeding 
one- economic holding. 

(ii) No grant in favour of individuals shall 
exceed an economic holding provired that 
where the grant is in favour of a person 
who already owns land less than an economic 
holding, the grant shall be limited to an 
area sufficient to bring up his holding to 
an economic holding. 

(iii) In respect of grant to the Co-operative 
Society mentioned in paragraphs 3(a) and 
3(b) the extent of land that can be granted 
should be determined by multiplying the unit 
of economic holding by the number of members 
of such Society provided that such limit m~y 
be exceeded if it is necessary to do so to 
provide a compact block. In r~ case should 
the limit exceed to economic holdings per 
member except with the special s~nction of 
Government. 

(iv) The priorities assigned to Co-operative 
Societies referred to in paragraphs 3(a) and 
3(b) shall apply only if no t::eu:ber l'"<olds 
equal to or exc.;;eding an economic holding. 

( v) No grant shall bt: :r.ad.:: in favour of any 
person ~~o do.;;s not reside withL~ a radius 
of five t:il,;s of a village in .,.hich the 
lands are situ~t~d ~nd in the esse of Co
operative Society if the m~jority of its 
:::E.t:.btrs do not re:::ide "Jithin a radius of 
five :::ile s. 

(vi) All grants shall be on new and !:partible 
tenure and th~ grantee sh~ll hsv.;; to execute 
an agreet:J~nt cont~inir~ a conditi~n th~t th~ 
lanj sh:~ll tc brou~!:t und.or .::ultiv'ltion •.;ith 
two years of th~ [r~nt nnd that the grant 
shall be lia~le to be C9ncellad if the l!nd 

. is left fallo.,. or n~gl~cted without valid 
reasons. 
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1.10 Di~FN''ll of Fr!!g~ents and L'md c-f Awkwqrd Shqpe 

Land -hich is ~~ste bccnuse of its small size or 
awkwsrd shape or situation or is less in extent than the 
stsndard area under the Bombay Prevention of Fragmentation 
end Consolidation of Holdinbs Act, 1947, shall be disposed 
of to: 

(i) the adjoining o..,.:1er if u-.ere is only one such 
person; 

(ii) the adjoining owner who is a Co-operative 
Society 1f there are :IJore than one adjoining 
o~ners of which only one is a Co-operative 
Society; 

(iii) the adjoining owner who is a member of the 
Backward Class, if there are more than one 
adjoining owners out of which none is a 
co-operative society but only one of them 
is a Backward Class owner; 

(iv) a Backward Class adjoining owner whose hold
ing is the smallest in size if there are 
more than one Backward Class adjoining 
owners end Co-operative Society is not the 
adjoining owner; 

(v) an owner whose holding is the smallest in 
size if there are more than one adjoining 
owners and none is a co-operative society 
or none is from the Backward Class. 

1.11 Occupancy Price 

(i) In the case of Co-operative Societies, nil, 
if the grant is of virgin soil and 5 times 
the assessment if the grant is of non-:. 
virgin soil. 

( 11) In the case of grant in favour of indi
viduals who belong to Backward Class, nil, 
if the grant is of virgin soil and 6 times 
the assessment, if the grant is of non
virgin soil. 

. 
.(11i) In case of grant in favour of person other 

than members of Backward Class, 12 times 
the assessment if the grant is of virgin 
soil and 24 times, if the grant is of non
virgin soil. 

The occupancy price may be paid in instalments which 
shall not exceed six in the case of non-Backward Class 
cultivators and twelve in the case of Backward Class 
cultivators. All grantees shall have to pay full assess
ment of land, except that when the grant is of virgin land, 
no assessment shall be charged for the first five years if 
the grant is in favour of Co-operative Society and Backward 
Class persons and for the first three years in case of 
grants to others. 
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1.12 [Qrfeiture of Lands 

For breach of any of the conditions of the grant, 
the land shall be liable to forfeiture subject to refund 
of the amount of occupancy price recovered from the 
grantees. No compensation shall, however, be paid for im
provement if any carried out on the land. Failure to pay 
the instalments of occupancy price on due date or continuous 
default in payment of assessment may be treated as a breach 
involving forfeiture. ' 

1.13 Amendments to~ Resoluti~ 

Some of the important amendments made from time to 
time to the Resolution of 1st March 1960 are given below: 

(1) The G~vernment passed one amendment on 4th 
January 1961 and decided that the politic&! 
sufferers should be given a third priority 
in the priority list prepared for grant of 
lands both in scheduled and non-scheduled 
areas. 

(2) . As regards the disposal of fragments and 
lands of awkward shape the Government decided 
on 4th November 1966 that an 1Eksali 1 cul
tivator of a fragment or of a land having an 
awkward shape should be assigned top priority. 

(3) The Government decided through one amendment 
that Nav-Buddhas should be considered as 
belonging to Backward Class and the priority 
of these persons should be as follows: 

(a) Scheduled castes and tribes; Gav-
Buddhas and Nomadic tribes should 
be treated on par. 

(b) Other castes belonging to Backward 
Class. 

(4) Considering the poor conditions of the land
less families, the Government decided to give 
financial assi~tance to purc~ase bullocks, 
agricultural implements and seeds etc. The 
financial assistance is given as ~~der: 

(i) Rs.600 for bullocks; 

(ii) Rs.l50 for agricultural i=ple=ents; 

(iii) Rs.45 for seeds. 

This type of assistance is given as a grant 
to 3ackward Class people and ~sa 1taccavi 1 

loan to others. 

(5) For the purposes of this Resolution an 
economic holdin~ or a family holdir~ should 
bez 
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(a) 16 acres of jirayat land; or 

(b) 8 acres of seasJnally-irrigated 
l~nd or pad~y or rice land; or 

(c) 4 acres of ptrer~i9lly irrigated 
land. 

ihere the land held by a person consists of 
t ... ·o or !Jore of the lands specified above, the 
area of ec0no~ic holdin6 shall be determined 
on the bssis that one acre of perer~ially 
irrigated land is eq~nl to two acres of 
seasJnally irrigated, paddy or rice land or 
four acres of jirayat land. 

As per the ResolutiJn of lst ~'·uch 1960, the Govern
~ent had decided that the target date for the completion 
of distribution of waste lands to landless persons should 
be 31st Dece~ber 1962. However, the problem of landless 
persons in some of the districts was so acute that the 
Governnent had to come to the conclusion that it would not 
be desirable to prole~~ the disposal of waste land till 
the end of 1962, The Government wanted to expedite the 
work of disposal of waste land and introdu~ed a pilot 
scheme for this purpose in the district of Dhulia. The 
Government thus disposed of 27,000 acres of waste land to 
2,500 landless families in the district. From the 
experience gained in ~he district of Dhulia, the Govern
ment made several improvements in the Resolution and 
simplified the procedure of disposing the waste lands to 
landless persJns. The pilot scheme was later on made 
applicable to the five districts - Jalgaon, Nasik, 
Ahmednagar, Kolhapur and Poena - in the Western Maharashtra. 
In these districts the Government had disposed of 53,000 
acres of waste land to 4,500 families by the end of June 
1960. 

1.15 Forest Lands 

Besides the waste lands in charge of the Revenue 
Department there are also cultivable waste lands in forest 
areas. In 1959, a High Power Committee was appointed to 
examine the entire problem of disposal of cultivable waste 
lands both in charge of the Revenue and Forest Departments. 
This Committee was entrusted to examine the following 
four problems: 

(i) to examine and revise the existing grazing 
standards and if they are found to be 
excessive whether they can be reduced and 
substantial acreage thereof could be re
leased and granted to the landless persons 
belonging particularly to the Backward 
Classes; 

(ii) whether some of the lands in charge of the 
Forest Department which were merely reserved 
for afforestation in future could be made 
available for cultivation on a permanent 
basis; 
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(iii) to examine whether some of the lands in the 
reserved forests could not be given out for 
cultivation; 

(iv) to examine the question of lands of deserted 
villages transferred to the Forest Department 
and also large areas of Government waste 
lands in charge of Revenue Department on 
which a ban on disposal has been imposed for 
the ultimate purposes of afforestation. 

The Committee examined the above problems and made the 
following recommendations which have been accepted by the 
Government of Maharashtra. 

(i) The.Forest Department should transfer to the 
Revenue Department the forest lands fulfilling 
the following conditions foT distribution · 
among the landless for cultivation according 

·.to the standing orders of Government. 

(a) the gradient of the lands must not 
exceed 10 per cent; 

(b) lands must not contain more than 20 
trees of timber species per .acre; 

(c) the lands must form a compact block 
of not less than 300 acres; 

(d) the forest lands given on agrisilvi 
leases and those required for 
afforestation sc~eoes ~~der the 
second and third five year plans 
should not te transferred to the 
Revenue Depart~ent; 

(ii) All forest lands leased annually for cultivation 
either by the Forest Department or by the 
Revenue Department should be transferred to 
the Rev~nue Department for distribution a~ong 
the landless without applying the criteria 
stated in (i) above. 

(iii) A sub-committee consisting of M~latdar, 
Range Forest Officer and District Inspector 
of Land Records s~ould be set up for the 
survey of the deserted villages in the 
Districts of Dhulia, ~asik and Yeot=~l and 
to report to Government the data collected 
with a vi~w to decide whether any additional 
area out of the d~serted villages should be 
made available for cultivation. 

(iv) Forest lands under unauthorised cultivation 
for a period of not less tl1an three years 
during the years 1955-56 to 1959-60 in 
Th~na and ~asik districts should bt trans
ferred to th~ Revenue Depart~~nt for further 
disposal. 

Accordint:: to thL above recor::~.:cndatb:1S of the High 
Powe:r Com:::.11tte.:, atlout 21 35 1 000 acres of forest lands wre 
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transferred to tt.e Revenue Depart~er.t for the subsequent 
~istribution to landless latourers. Out of this total area, 
atot.:t 63,COO Rcres "~.·ere alree~;:,· leased out for cultivation 
under e;e 'i::l<s9li' lease agree:;;er.ts and ....ere largely brought 
under cultivati)n. The re~t of the qrea (1,72,000 acres) 
~as of virgin l~nds and wus transferrtd to the Revenue 
Depart~ent under different criteria. 

1.16 Total L~nd D18pos~ls 

It is reportfd tt.at by the end of 1965, the total area 
of lands, both fro~ the Revenue and Forest Depart~ents, 
distributed to landless fa~ilies wss as high as 4,29,835 
acres. Of this, about 3,60 895 acres ~ere brought under 
cultivation and the rest, 6~ 1 940 acres was still to be 
trot.:&ht under plough. In Table 1.1, we give the total 
disposals of lands to landless fa~ilies in different dis
tricts of the ~aharashtra State. 

Table 1.1 • Land Disposed of to Landless Families in • 
Differe:nt Districts of Haharashtra 

(In acres) 
------ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ------
District Total ::.and Area brought Area not 

dispoced of under cult!- yet brought 
to landless vat ion under cul-
fan:;! lies tivation - - - - - ------ ------ -------

Jalgaon 6,813.28 5, 350.40 1,462.88 
Nasik 10,889.85 10,889.85 
Ko1aba 2,002.55 1,490.60 511.95 
Dhulia 60,103.70 60,103.70 
Ratnagiri 2,2J7.83 1,687.83 550.00 
Thana 3,1 6.75 3,186.75 
Nag pur 5,953.88 3, 209.60 2,744.28 
Wardha 4, ~8. 80 6,158.70 1,210.10 
Chanda 63, 0.78 2 '750.35 37' 090.43 
Bhandara 5,788.00 3, 781.00 2,007.00 
Amaravati 50,441.33 49, 321.)0 1,120.03 
Ako1a 13,025.00 12,090.00 9 35.00 
Buldhana 24,964.86 23,594.63 1, 370.23 
Yeotma1 50,899.56 48,464.03 2, 4 35.5 3 
Aurangabad 6, 308.48 4,630.)8 1,678.10 
Bhir 13,560.63 12,590.68 969.95 
Parbhani 5,720.08 3,935.28 l, 784.80 
Nanded 20, 345.06 14,016.18 6, 328.87 
Osrnanabad 8,457.97 8,116.00 341.97 
Poena 12,g77.65 12,377.65 
Sa tara 76.40 876.40 
Ahmednagar 14,824.43 14,824.43 
Sangli 2,868.95 2,602.95 266.00 
Sholapur 12,797-95 12,797.95 
Ko1hapur 27,089.90 20,947.90 6,142.00 

- - - -------- ------ - - - - -
Total 4, 29,743.67 3,60,794.55 68,949.12 - - - - - - - ------- ------- - - - - -
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It can be seen from the Table, that in Poona district 
by the end of 1965, about 12,378 acres of land was disposed 
of for cultivation to the landless families and the entire 
area was brought under cultivation. However, in 1967, the 
total area of.land distributed in this district had gone up 
still further. From the statement supplied by the Collector, 
Poona, it appeared that the total land distributed to the 
landless families was as high as 34,128 acres in 1967. The 
latest figure of the total area distributed for the year 1969 
was not available. In Table 1.2, is given the total areas of 
land distributed in different talukas of the Poona district. 
It may be seen from the table, that the largest area of 
government waste land was distributed for cultivation in 
Indapur taluka. It was about 20,960 acres or 61.42 per cent 
of the total area distributed to 1,310 landless families in 
the district. We, therefore, selected Indapur taluka for a 
detailed enquiry. 

Table 1.2 : Land Disposed of to Landless Families in 
Different Talukas of the Poona District 

Taluka Number 
of fa
milies - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - -

Purandhar 
Sirur 
Indapur 
Khed 
Jurmar 
Mawal 
Ambegaon 
Bhor 
Mulshi 

- - - - - - - - - - - ":' 

Total· 

- - - - - - - - - - -

21 
28 

1, 310 
. 81 

453 
63 
34 
28 

139 

2,157 

Total land disposed 
of to landless 
families - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

67.60 
560.38 

20,960.00 
1,023.25 
9,439.08 

243.78 
258.38 
127.60 

1,448.00 

34,128.07 
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As stated i:1 the precedir.g CtJ~pter, the state~::ent from 
the Collector, F~ona District, sho~ed that 20,9o0 acres of 
la'-d was dis~osed of for cultiv~ti~n to 1,310 fuffiilies in the 
Incapur talul<a. Howe\·er, •re c~'-!ld not find an;t records of 
such land dis_,:,os'lls in the Indapur talu;~a office. From the 
records available in the taluka office it appeared that the 
waste lands from the Revenue And Forest Departments were 
available in 79 out of 85 villages in the talul<a. The total 
area of such lands was ~0,230 acres for the year 1964-65. 
Ho-..·ever, "'e could find 'i::.ksal Fatrak 1 of such lands leased 
out f~r cultivation in 41 villages for the year 1964-65. The 
total area of lands given out for cultivation in these 
villages was only 9, 208 acres in 1964-65. The total ntll:lber 
of fa~ilies gettinJ such len~s for cultivation was 879 •. 
Such details atout the disposals of the available waste 
lan~s for cultivation in the re~aining 38 villages were not 
available. 

2.1 Selected Villaees 

Out of these 41 villages, five were selected for the 
present study of Government waste lands disposed of for 
cultivation. In these selected villages all the families 
which had Government land under their cultivation in 1969 
were covered. The villages selected for t~e study and the 
areas of Governr:~ent weste land distributed in e'lch of them 
are given below: 

Total area of waste 
Villa;oe I:m3 Clistributea 

1) Ilimgaon-Ketaki 546.74 acres 

2) Kalas 281.29 II 

3) Kandalgaon 307.74 " 
4) Palasdeo 261.27 II 

5) Kati 176.99 II 

--------------Total 1,574.03 acres .,. _____________ 

The selection of the five villages is made in such a way 
that different parts of the Indapur taluka where waste lands 
are distributed for cultivation to landless families are 
covered. (See Map No.2.1). Thus, Nimgaon-Ketaki (herein
after referred to as Nimgaon), is taken from the western 
part of the Indapur taluka; Palasdeo, from the northern 
region; Kalas, from the central part; Kat!, from the 
southern part and Kandalgaon, from the eastern part of the 
Indapur taluka. 

Of the selected villages, Nimgaon is about seven miles 
from Indapur, to its West. It is situ11ted on the Indapur
Baramati road. The road is Kuchha but accessible in the 
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rainy season as v1ell. Palasdeo is at a distance of about 
25 miles from Indapur, to its north-v/est side. It is 
situated by the side of the Poona-Sholapur national highway. 
Kalas is situated on the Bhigawan-VJalchandnagar road. It 
is at a distance of about 35 miles from Indapur. It is 
situated in the central portion of the taluka, to south-west 
of Indapu~. Kati is about two miles from Nimgaon, to its 
East. There is no direct route connecting Kati and Indapur. 
It is situated in the interior. All approach roads to this 
village are Kuchha and not accessible in rainy season. The 
village, therefore, is practically cut off from the outside 
world in rainy season. Kandalgaon is situated on the banks 
of the Bhima river which forms a border line between Poona 
and Sholapur districts. It is to the East of Indapur, at a 
distance of about ten miles. All approach roads of this 
village as well are Kuchha and are inaccessible in rainy 
season. 

Of the five selected villages, Nimgaon is fairly big 
and a prosperous village as irrigation facilities from wells 
and government canal are available to many of the culti
vators. It is a market place for a number of near about 
villages. It is known in Poona district for its bettie
leaves and vegetables like lady-fingers, tomatoes and 
vetches (gawar). It is reported that in season, four to 
five truck loads of lady-fingers are daily sent to markets 
in Poona and Bombay. Irrigation facilities from wells and 
government canal are available in Kati village as well. 
The other three villages, however, are mainly dry, and are 
small villages situated in the interior parts of the taluka. 
Lands in Kandalgaon and Palasdeo are relatively better as 
these villages are situated on the banks of Bhima river. 
These two villages are known for jowar production. Land in 
Kalas is very inferior and is suited only to the coarse 
crops like 'baj ara 1 , 'math 1 etc. 

2.2 Farnili~s and PopulRtion 

In Table 2.1, we give the nu~ber of families and popula
tion in each of the five selected villages. 

: Nurr.ber of Fat:ilies and Population in the 
Surveyed Villages (1961 Census Report) 

- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Nimgaon 
Kalas 
Kandalgaon 
Palasdeo 
Kat! 

No.of families 
- - - - - - - - - - - - -

1,410 
492 
156 
673 
430 

Population 

6,098 
3,211 

773 
3, 383 
2,033 

------- - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Of the five villages, Ni:r;:;aon is fafrl:t big a:1d l:.'l.s 

more than one thousand ra~illts and populqtion above five 
thou;;;and £•ccord1ng to 19ol Census. Th<: s::'~llest village 
is KandRlgaon, which l:Rs only 156 ra~ilies and population 
of 773 p.::rsons. The rtt::'lin1ng U:rt:.;; villsges are of 
moderate size, h•wing ne'lr a\.lout three thousand population. 



21 

In Tabl~ 2.2, we give the cqste-wise distribution of 
fa~ilies in each village. It c~n te seen from the table, 
tlnt in l~i:::-g'>on, :.:ali ••as the dominant caste - more than 
r.alf of the fa:=ilif:s in th~ villa&e bclon&ing to this C'!ste 
alone (53-~ per cent). -As cor.pared to this the percentage 
of 'lll other caste families ...-as very low. Next to ~:al1D, 
there WEre Dr.angars but th.:ir r~rcentage to the total nut1ber 
of f~=ilies in the vill~ge was only 13.62. Dhangars were 
followed by ~:arath!ls, l<ahars ar.d har.gs. In Kalasi Dhanagars 
formed a predornin!lnt group of fa~ilies in the vil age, their 
percentage to the total nu=ber of families being as high as 
54.27. The percentage of all other caste gr~ups 1n the 
village was less than 10.00. Kandalgaon was, more or less 
a village of Marathas. Out of 156 families in the village 
108 or 69.24 per cent were b€longing to Haratha caste alone. 
Other cast~ famil'le·s were -very ·low in number. Similar was 
the case in Palasdeo. 1-iarath&.s were dor:;inant in this 
village as ~~11, the p~rcentage of their families to the 
total being 45.47. Nal1, Dhangar and !·lahar WEre the other 
i~portant castes reported in this village. The case of 
Kati village was altogether different from the above four 
villages. No caste group in this village was predominant. 
How~ver, Hall, Haratha and Dhang'lr were the three major 
cast~s in the villages, having 25.11, 21.63 and 24.88 per 
c~nt of th~ total families respectively. The perc~ntage of 
all other caste f.amilies was compara,tively low. 

2.3 OccuPational Pattern 

In Table 2.3, is given the distribution of families in 
~ach village according to the main occupation followed by 
them. It can be s~en from the table that except in 
Y.andalgaon, in all villages more than half of the total 
families were pursuing agriculture as their main occupation. 
The p~rc~ntag~ of such families varied b~tween 60.18 in 
Palasdeo and 68.70 in Kalas. In Kandalgaon, however, the 
percentage· of' families reporting agriculture as their main 
occupation was comparatively low - 43.60. Agricultural 
labour was anoth~r occupation followed as main by a fairly 
large number of famili~s in all the five villages. The 
perc~ntage of such families was the largest (41.67) in 
Kalas. In the oth~r four villages it was comparatively 
low-varying betw~en 9.15 and 20.21 per cent. ·It may be 
noted that in each village more than three-fourth of the 
total families were mainly engaged in agriculture, either 
as a cultivator or as a labourer. The. other occupations 
like, manufactqrtng,_ cons.tr.uction1 trade, transport and 
services were followed by a very minor number of families 
in each village. · 

2.4 Land Utilization 

In Table 2.4, we give the data as regards land utiliza
tion in each village. It can be seen from the table that 
more than 60 per cent of the total area of land in each 
village was such that it could be brought under plough. 
Thus, the area of cultivable land was about 67.25 per cent 
of the total land in Nimgaon; 72.18 per cent, in Kalas; 
70.63 per cent, in Kandalgaon; 64.51 p~r cent, in Palasdeo; 
and 81.78 p~r c~nt, in Kati. The percentage of uncultivable 
land was relatively higher in Nimgaon.alone (11.02). I? the 



Table 2.2 • caste-wise Distribution o1' Fami·lies in the Surveyed Villages (1969) • 
. - - -·-- - - - - - • - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -·- - - - - - - - -

Nimgaon Kalas Kandalgaon Palasdeo Kati 
Caste -------------- -------------- -------------- -------------- --------------

No.of Percen- No.of Percen- No.of Percen- No.of Perc en- No.of Percen-
rami- tage to rami- t!fge to rami- tage to fami- tage to fami- tage to 
lies total lies total lies total lies · · total lies total 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Brahmin 22 1.56 13 2.64 2 1.28 9 1.)4 3 0.70 
Gujer 14 0.99 11 2.24 
Jain 8 1.19 
veni 6 0.89 1 0.23 
Raj put 6 0.89 
MarathG. 152 10.78 39 7·93 108 69.24 306 45.47 16~ 21.63 
Hali 759 53.84 7 1.42 100 14.86 25.11 f\) 

f\) 

Sutar 5 0.35 4 0.81 1 0.64 6 0.89 4 0.93 
Teli 15 1.06 4 0.81 5 0.74 
Koshati 5 0.35 5 1.02 1 0.15 
Shimp i 12 0.85 1 0.20 3 0.45 
Son-"lr 17 1.21 1 0.64 ·5 0.74 2 0.47 
Lobar 9 0.64 6 1.22 1 0.64 4 0.59 
Kurubhar 3 0.21 3 0.61 2 1.28 4 0.59 
Kasar 4 0.81 - 2 0.)0 
Nhavi 9 o.64 6 1.22 10 1.49 8 1.86 
Par it 9 o.64 2 0.41 4 0.59 4 0.93 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -.- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 



Table 2.2 . (Continued) • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 - - - - - - - - - - -·- - -·- - - -·- - - - -
Gosavi 4 0.81 -. -· 
Koli 1 0.07 4 0.81 2 0.)0 
Bhoi -. 8 1.19 
Dhanagar 192 13.62 267 54.27 67 9-95 107 24.813 
Sa nagar 1 0.07 -. -Davari - 2 0.41 -Vanjari 6 1.22 
Ramoshi 10 0.71 6 1.22 12 7.69 
Vadar 3 0.61 4 0.')') 3 0.70 
Lonari 3 0.45 
Kaikadi 7 0.50 1 0.64 7 1.04 
Mahar 87 6.17 48 9-75 12 7-69 50 7-43 53 12.)3 1\) 
Mang 50 3-55 6 1.22 5 ).21 15 2.23 31 7.21 ""' Chambhar 15 1.06 20 4.07 1 0.64 16 2.)8 8 1.86 
Holar 1 0.20 
Muslim 16 1.13 20 4.07 10 6.41 21 ).12 5 1.16 
Gurkha 1 0.15 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total r,4ro 100.00 492' 100.00 156 100.00 673 100.00 430' lUO.OO 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



Table 2.3 • Distribution of the Total Families in each Village According to • 
their Main Occupation ( 1969) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Nimgaon Kalas Kandalgaon Pala_sdeo Kati 

Main -------------- -------------- -------------- -------------- --------------Occupa- No.of Perc en- No.of Percen- No.of Percen- No.of Perc en- No.or Perc en-
tion rami- taee to rami- tage to rami- tage to rami- tage to rami- tage to 

11ts total lies total lies total lies total lies total . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·- - - - - - - - - - - - -. 

1. Ae,ricul-
ture 898 6).68 338 :68.70 68 43.60 405 60.18 275 63.95 

2. Agricul-
tural 
labour 190 13.47 45 9.15 65 41.67 136 20.21 72 16.74 

3· 111n1ne 
etc. 5 .0-35 2 0.41 14 8.97 19 2.82 2 0.47 

4. Hous"hold 1\) 

industry 83 5.89 63 i2.80 4 2.56 32 4.75 21 4.88 + 
5. l·;::mufP..c t ur-

1ne otl"Jt:r 39 2-77 16 3.25 16 2.)8 3 0.70 
6. Construe-

tion 17 1.21 2 Q.41 10 1.49 1 0.23 
7· Trade & 

conm1erce 50 3.55 7 1.42 2 1.28 14 2.08 2 0.47 a. Trancport 6 0.43 1 0.20 1 0.15 -
9· Services 122 8.65 18 ).66 3 1.92 40 5.94 54 12.56 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - - -
Total 1,410 100.00 492 100.00 156 100.00 673 100.00 430 100.00 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



Table 2.4 • Utilization of Land in each Village ( 1969) • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Nimgaon Kalas Kandalgaon Palasdeo Knt1 

Land use ------------------ ------------------ ----------------- ------------------ -----------------
Area in Perc en- Area in Percen- Area in Perc en- Area in Perocn- Area in Percen-
acres tage to acres tage to acres tage acres tage to acre:: ta~e to 

total total total total tot11l 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1. Cultivable 

land 7,791.78 67~25 ll, 349.93 72.18 .6,426.75 70.63 7,144.28 64.51 4,620.73 81.78 
2. Unculti-

vable land 1,276.73 ll.02 1,426-30 9.07 753-28 . 8.28 757.35 6.84 476.05 8.43 
3. Grazing 

51.18 0.56 land 56.23 0.49 29.10 0.19 220.55 1.99 101.73 1.80 
4. Forest 

land 1,559.13 13.46 2,504.28 15.93 1,647.98 18.11 1,963.00 17.73 288.40 5.10 
5. Residen-

tial area 175-28 1.51 57-85 0.)7 35.50 0.)9 75.48 0.68 31.20 0.55 r J 

6. Area under vt 

roads etc. 158.75 1.37 108.73 0.69 52.98 0.58 82.98 0.75 J/.03 0.66 
7. Area under 

streams 
etc. 552.20 4-77 236.95 1.51 112.39 1.24 596.45 5- Y) 8).40 1.48 

8. Area under 
tanks etc. 2 30.13 2.08 

9. Area under 
other non-
agricul-
tural uses 15.20 0.13 9-75 0.06 19.25 0.21 3-03 0.03 11.13 0.20 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -
Total ll, 585-30 100.00 15,722.88 100.00 9,099-31 100.00 11, 07).25 100.00 5,649.67 100.00 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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other four villages, it ,varied .between 6.84 and 9.07 per 
cent. Forest land 'was reported in all the villages, and its 
area was substantial in all the villages except in Kati. In 
Kati alone, the area of forest land was only 288 acres or 
5.10 per cent of its total land area. In the other four 
villages the percentage of such land was more than 13.00. 
It may be noted from the table that the percentage of area 
under non-agricultural uses was very low in each village. 

2.5 Cropping Pattern 

In Table 2.5, is given the.cropping pattern fo!lowed 
in each of the selected five villages. It may be mentioned 
here that all the five villages and the entire Indapur taluka 
for that matter belong to the Rabi tract, as only South-East 
monsoon rains are received in this region. Even South-East 
monsoon rains are no.t certain in these ·villages and they are 
often hit ·by severe famine. The entire Indapur ·taluka is 
included in the famine tract of the Poona district. The 
average annual rainfall in the taluka is as low as 15 inches. 
It may be seen from the table that Rabi jowar was the only 
major crop which commanded under it more than three-fourth 
of the total cropped land in each village in 1968-69. This 
is main'!y because,jowar is the hardy plant ·and it can adjust 
its growth' with the changes in rainfall. It survives for a 
longer period even in a dry spell. Secondly it is the staple 
food for the people in this region. The area under jowar, 
therefore, varied between 72.53 and 80.38 per cent of the 
total cropP.ed land in 1968-69• Next to jowar were the areas 
under pulses and safflower wl1ich were largE:ly grown as mixed 
crops along with jow~r and bajara. The areas under all other 
crops were very small in all the villages. Irrigated crops 
like sugarcane, vegetables, fruits and wheat etc., were also 
grown but the area under such crops was very low as irriga
tion facilities from the Government canal and wells were 
available only on limited areas. 

2.6 Summary 

Certain broad conclusi~ns· about the selected villages, 
may be drawn from the above discussion of their salient 
1eatures. It may b.:: noted th:~t all thE: selo;octed vill""ges 
are agriculturally not veri progressive as rainfall is 
uncertain and irrigation facilities are available only on 
a limited area. All the sel..:cted villages belong to Rabi 
tract. Because of poor agriculture, the ecploycer.t oppor
t~,;.nities are very lit:itt:::i to tit; l'lndless l'lbourers in u·,ese 
villeg'e:s. VieW~::d from this po1:1t, the disposal of Goverr.:r.ent 
waste land for cultivation to t!".e lsndless fa:::ilics is of 
great irr.portance in the:se villages. T~e cultivable lar.d and 
forest land ••hich can be broug!".t under pb!.ls1 are avJilable 
to a consid~rablc extent in alr t~a s~l~c~ed villages. 



Table 2.5 : Crop Pattern in each Village for the Year 1968-69 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ------ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Crop 

Jowar 
Baj ari 
Wheat 
Rice 
Maize 
Other 
millets 

Pulses 
Groundnut 
Safflower 
Other oil-

seeds 
Cotton 
Vegetables 
Fruits 
Sugarcane 
Grass 
Other 

crops 

Nimgaon Kalas Kandalgaon Palasdeo Kat1 ----------------- ----------------- ----------------- ----------------- -----------------Area in Percen- Area in 
acres tage to acres 

total. 

Percen- Area in 
tage to acres 
total 

Percen- Area in 
tage to acres 
total - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

5,197.83 
6.50 

102.58 
4.80 

37.25 

354.85 
0.25 

520.30 

8.95 
1.50 

286.23 
51.33 

161.68 
151.60 

0.05 

75.49 
0.09 
1.49 
0.07 
0.54 

5.15 

7.56 

0.13 
0.02 
4.16 
0.75 
2-35 
2. 20 

6,464. 80 
105.98 
66.60 
4.05 

21.88 

0.28 
600.13 

0.78 
433.63 

51.4~ 
260.60 

2.18 
21.50 
1.00 

8.20 

80.38 
l-32 
0.83 
0.05 
0.27 

7.46 
0.01 
5-39 

0.64 
3-24 
0.03 
0.27 
0.01 

0.10 

4,546.28 
9.80 

106.68 
5.30 

41.75 

241.68 
3-75 

54 3· 78 

275-50 
221.80 

6.)0 
26.63 

7-35 

75· 33 
0.16 
1.77 
0.09 
0.69 

4.00 
0.06 
9.01 

-
4.56 
3-67 
0.10 
0.44 

0.12 

5, 369.)8 
68.30 

274.45 
6.63 

45.50 

307.45 
10.23 

447.68 

170.63 
204.88 

3-63 
35.13 

27.30 

Percen- Area in 
tage to acre a 
total 

Percen
tllge to 
to t11l - - - - - - - - - - -

77.01 
0.98 
3.94 
0.10 
0.65 

4.41 
0.15 
6.42 

0-39 

2,706.73 
88.60 
84.58 
8.00 

31.90 

0.1) 
285.60 
45.75 

156.)8 

1.63 
77.40 
77.15 
24.70 

137.18 -
7.10 

72-53 
2-37 
2.27 
0.21 
0.85 

7.65 
1.2 3 
4.19 

0.04 
2.07 
2.07 
0.66 
3-67 

0.19 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total gross 

cropped 6,885.68 100.00 8,043.00 · 100.00 6,036.58 100.00 6,971.15 100.00 3,732.80 100.00 
- - - - - - - - -

Double 
cropped 117.78 1.74 108.45 1.37 156.75 2.67 164.48 2.45 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



CHAPTER III 

DISPOSAL OF GOVERf,'MENT LAND 
AND 

FAMILIES SECU!ITNG SUCH LAND 

In the preceding chapter we have given the extent of 
Government land disposed of for cultivation in the selected 
villages. In the present chapter, we deal with the details 
of the families to whom the Government land is distributed in 
the five selected villages. The details as regards the 
procedure followed in distribution of the land to different 
families are also presented in brief. 

3.1 Distribution of Government Land for Cultivation 

As stated in the preceding chapter, 1,574 acres of 
Government land were disposed of for cultivation in the five 
selected villages. The land was distributed to 128 fa!Dilies 
in all •. Of these, 48 families were from -Nimgaon; 23 families 
each from Kalas and Kandalgaon; 18 families from Palasdeo; 
and 16 families from Kati. It may be seen that more than one
third of the total families were from Nimgaon alone which is 
comparatively a bigger village. In-Table 3.1, we give the 
number of families which got government land for cultivation, 
the total area of government land distributed for cultiva
tion, and the average area of such l~d per family in each 
village. It may be seen from the table that the largest area 
of government land (546.74 acres) •ras distributed in Hirr:gaon. 
In the remaining four villages the area of such land was less 
than 310 acres. The average area of such land-per family was 
about 11.39 acres in Nicgaon; 12.23 acres in Kalas; 13.38 
acres in Kandalgaon; 14.52 acres in Palasdeo; and 11.06 acres 
in Kati. 

T~ble 3.1 : F'lGJilies and Government Waste Land Given to 
th~m for Cultivation in Each Village (1969) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Village tlo.o r families Land distri- Average area 

which secured buted in of land J:-er 
waste l:1nd acres fac:~ily 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Nimgaon 43 546.74 ll.39 
l:ala s 23 251.29 12.23 
Kandalgaon 23 307.74 13.38 
Palasdeo lS ~61.27 14.52 
Kat! 16 176.99 ll.06 

- - - - - - - - - - - ------
Total 1574.03 12.30 

- -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
In Table 3.2, is biv~n the c~ste-wise distrituti~~ of 

familits ..... 111,,h l~'lJ rt:ct.iivcd Govtrr.:::ent land for cultivation 
in t:'lch vill!lge. 'i'h.? ar.::a of lanJ st.icc;red ty thccl:J a::d the 
average area per ra~ily in t:ach caste group are also present
ed in the sm.~.:: table. It !r.1y b--= r.:Jt'-'J fro::: the tsble that 
out of tht total f!1~;111-:s :ecuri~:<~ Gvver~::::.::nt bnJ, fa=ili<>s 
bC;longir!b to B!!ck•.-arJ Cl'lsses lik" D!:e~!'.a;ar, ~:ahsr, c:11:::b:Csr, 

2S 



Table 3.2 • Castewise Classification of the Families and the Land Secured in the Five Village:s • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -·- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -·- - - - .. - - - - -
Nimgaon Kalas Kandalgaon Palasdeo Kat1 

Caste ------------------- ------------------- ------------------- ------------------- -------------------
1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Brahmin 1 7.10 7.10 
(1.30) 

- 3 30.03 
(16.97) 

10.01 

Maratha 3 39.80 13.27 1 8.48 8.48 8 118.70 14.84 4 64.00 16.00 -
(7.28) ( 3· 01) (38.57) (24.50) 

Gujar 1 21.68 21.68 
(12.25) 

Raj put 1 8.40 8.40 - -
( 2.99) 

1\.) 

22.46 
'-C) 

Mali 17 207.44 12.20 1 ll.lO ll.lO 2 11.23 
( 37 .94) ( 3-95) (12. 69) 

Teli - 1 13·7~ 13-73 
(7.7 ) 

Nhavi - - 1 16.00 16.00 -
( 6.12) 

Lohar 1 16.03. 
( 5. 70) 

16.03 -
Par it 2 13.98 6.99 -

(2.56) 
- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -.- - - - -

1 = No.of families; 2 = Government land secured; Contd ••• 

3 • Average land per family 



Table ~. 2 • (Continued) • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --· 
Nimgaon Kalas Kandalgaon Palasdeo Kati 

Caete ------------------- ------------------- ------------------- ------------------- -------------------
1 2 3 1 ? 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Y.ol1 1 12.43 12.43 - -
(4.42) 

Dhanag'lr 7 68.20 9-75 2 18.83 9.42 1 11.53 11~53 
(12.47) ( 6. 69) (6.51) 

!1~har 2 16.33 8.17 4 65.11 16.28 3 44.19 14.73 13 181.27 13.94 1 13.70 13.70 
(2.99) ( 2 3; 15) (14.)6) (69.)8) (7.74) 

Char:;bhar 100.06 11.12 
( 35~57) 

116.19 16.00 16.35 4 
w 

1-::o.ng 10 11.62 1 16.00 2 8.18 20.53 5~13 0 

(21.25) ( 5. 69) ( 5 .)1) ( 11.60) 

Ramo:::h1 67.60 13.52 4 44.06 22.03 
(12.36) (14032) 

Y.'l.1kad1 1 14.68 14.68 
(4.77) 

Muslim 1 10.10 10.10 2 2lf. 85 12.43 5 69.76 13.95 3 43.33 14.45 
(1. 85) ( 8. 83) (22.67) (24.48) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 48 546.74 11.)9 23 281.29 12.23 23 307.74 13.38 18 261.27 14.52 16 176.99 12.30 

(100.00) ( 100.00) (100.00) (100.00) (100.00) 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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~:a:'.g, Ra::Jos!Ji a::d K<:~ilol.di, t~kcn together, for~ed a m11jor 
grocp in eac!l vil11.ge. Thus, in t:i:-.:r?on, 24 out of 48 
::'a::ilies ,,.,ere fr0m t!"le Pacb::lrd Cll'!~;>es; in Kallis, 17 out 
of 23 fe~ilies; in Ka~1jalz1.on, 10 out of 23 fa~ilies; in 
Palas~eo, 13 oct of 18 fe::ilies; end in Kati, 6 out of 16 
::-a::ilies. This was, ho;.·t:vcr, .:x;:;ected ar.d h£n•:e not very 
striking as first prefere~ce is riven to the fa~ilies froo 
Pack;.~rd Cl11sses in the priority list prescribed for the 
distributi::m of Govcrn::ent l'lnds (vidG Resolution No. L::D 
395'.3-V-:S). T!le t:J:::>st strikinr feet is th3t the nu::1ber of 
fa!::ilies belor.gir-6 to non-backw"lrd classes like Brahii:in, 
Earatha, ~:ali, Gujar etc., was also not small in all the 
villages. It was aloost equal to that of the Backward 
Class far:Jilies (23 out of 48 families) in Nim;;aon. The 
nu::Jber of such families was 4 in :·alas; ti in t:andalgaon; 
5' in Palasdeo and 7 in Keti. In this group Brahmin families 
were reported in Nimgaon and Kati; ~l:J.rathas in almost all 
villages, Gujar in Kati; Rajput in KalAs and Mali in 
Ni:::gaon, Kalas and ratio l·luslim farr.ilies sec•Jring Goverru:;ent 
Land for cultivation, though small in nu~ber ~~re reported 
in la!:!gaon, Kalas, Kand'ilgaon and Kati. 

Many of these families from the non-backward classes 
had lands of their own and were cultivators and even then 
they were given Government land for cultivation. We shall 
look into this aspect in mort: details at later stage. An 
important point to be noted here, is that the lareest number 
of families securing Govern::nent land was from the caste 
~hich co~manded majority in the village. Thus, we found 
that 'l large number of !·~ali families, had s~cured Government 
lands in Nimgaon; Harathr!. families had received lands in 
Kandalgaon and Palasde:o etc. This was mainly because the 
distribution of GoverP~ent land for cultivation w~s largely 
done ~~der the influence of the local leaders and the 
village officials like Patil and Sarpanch of Grampanchayat 
who generally belong to the major caste group in the village. 
The Talathi from Nimeaon, Kalas and Kati reported that the 
distribution of Government land is a great farce·in each 
village. While talking about the general method of dis- . 
tribution of land they said that lifter giving the publicity 
of the available Government lands for cultivation, applica
tions from the village families are called. The applica
tions are received by the Talathi. According to the proce
dure laid down by the Government the Talathi should forward 
all the applications to his higher authorities. like circle 
officer or Hamlatdar of the Taluka. But it does not 
happen. The local leaders and the Talathi of the village 
take undue interest in the applications and ultimately they 
decide which applications are to be forwarded for grant of 
land. All sorts of malpractices are played at this level 
only while forwarding the 'ipplications of different families. 
The oth8r applications which are not' forwarded are imme
diately destroyed and the record is' kept clell.n as though 
these applications were not received at all. The higher 
officers never go to a family to enquire about the sub
mission of applieation. Some of the villagers, however, 
do enquire about their application but they are silenced 
by giving all sorts of lies ar.d false information. At 
times they go to the Taluka office and complain about their 
applications. After two three attempts at the taluka office 
they get fed up and keep quiet. They cannot pursue the 



32 

matter for long, firstly because, they cannot afford to 
forgo employment for that day and to spend on transport and 
other things, and secondly, they are to stay in the same 
village and hence do not afford to spoil relations with the 
major caste group. Thus, the local leaders in the village 
and the Talathi play an important role in distributing the 
Government land and the families who can influence these 
people, get Government land for cultivation even though they 
are not entitled to get such land. 

Some of the local leaders have their influence at the 
taluka level as well. In this context one interesting case 
was brought to our notice in Nimgaon village. In this 
village one local leader had managed to secure 16 acres of 
Government land for himself, even though he had 65 ~cres of 
land of his own. When he became the President of the Taluka 
Panchayat Samiti, he came to kno,.,. that· he could keep the 
Government land under his cultivation. He then released it 
to one of his relatives. 

Another interesting case vras reported of another local 
leader belonging to Dpanagar caste in Nimgaon. He was a 
fairly big cultivator owning about 46 acres of land, half 
of which was under irrigation. He had managed to secure 
about 16.50 acres of Government land for cultivation in the 
name of his attached servant who was with him for a long 
period and was like a member of the family. After getting 
the Government land, however, some sort of disagreement 
developed between the two and the servant was ultimately 
driven out. He could not remain in the village also. It 
"'as reported that he went to li'llchandnagar and had taken 
up a job in a hotel. The Government lend allotted to him was 
with the local leader as before and he C·o:ltin;;.ed to cultivate 
it. ThL· T;,l~thi and 0tikr Gcvern::•en': Offi.ci"ls !n the village 
knew all these facts but they could not take any action. 

In Nimg~on, Kati and Kandalgaon there were in all nine 
cases of cultivators who tad oanaged to secure the Govern
ment land for cultivation in the nsmes of their sons, show
ing them as landless labourers. In Nimgaon, four such 
cultivators had se.::ured 42.25 acres 0f Goverru:Jent ~snd ;in 
Kati, two cultivetors h'ld sec•.;red about 13.25 acres a:-.d in 
Kandalga0n, three cultivators had received about 34.50 
acres. 

It may be seen from Table 3.2, that a large proportion 
of the tot~l Government waste l~~d distributed for cultiv'l
tion was given to the f•n:ilies from the non-backwsrd classes 
in each village. In Ni~g~on Fnd Kati villages, nearly half 
nf the tot~l distributed l~nd was given to the fsmilies frcm 
the n~n-backwqrd classes. In the other t~ree vill;ges, 
however, the pr0porti~n of l~nd &iven to such f&~ilies W3s 
C">l!lp'tratively bw-v'lrying bet .. ·een 15.65 and 33.57 per cent. 
Am.-me the fmnilies from the non-tac:,ward cl'!sses even, a 
l~rger portion of the G">vern~cnt l'lnd was given to the 
fsmilies which bel .. mged to the mnjor cssta gr;>up in the 
village. Thus, th~ r~milies from ~ali caste in Ni=gaon 
vill'lge t1ad man~ged t11 secure about 2C7 acres of' Govern:::ent 
land ">r 37.94 per cent ">f the total c,.,verr~ent lP.nd dis
tributed in the vill11::;e. Sir:11lar w<~s the case "f ~~3.r:1.th11 
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fa=ilies L"1 K::r.dslg3on end Pal'lsde:> villages. Besides this, 
t!-:e r:::-re serious roir.t ~o;hich ,.·ss brou::ht to our notice W'ls 
tr.at good q:.:al!ty lands .. ·ere all received by the f'lrnilies from 
tt.e ::ajo:- caste rrct.:.p in e".ch of t!1ese villages. The lower 
cu3l1ty l!!nds c-r tr,e lsnds w~1ic-h were: far froCJ the village 
were gcr.erally eiven to the other fa~ilies. 

A=or.g tr.e Esck10'!rd Classes, the f'!:n1lies fro::1 }langs in 
lii::t:son and [ati; C!".a::;bhars in J:alas and ~~aJ1ars in 
Ksn~slgaon And Palasdeo had secured co~psratively larger 
a:-eas of Goverr.::ent l3r.d for cul tivstion. 

It r:ay be seen froc the Table, that the average area 
of Govern~ent land rer faoily v~ried from caste to caste 
in each village. In ::i::geon, it varied from 6.99 acres to 
Parit fa::<ily to 13.52 acres to Ramoshi fa::Jilies. In Kalas, 
the variatbn ~:as between 8.40 acres in Rajputs and 16.28 
acres in l·:o:.Lers. In K'l.ndalgs.on it v'lried between 8.18 
acres to l·:ang families a;,d 22.03 acres to Rat:Joshi families. 
In Palasdeo the variation was s~all - 13.94 acres to 
~ehars and 16.00 acres to ~srathas and r~avis. In Kati, the 
average area per family was b"tween 5.13 acres to Mang s 
and 21.68 acres to Gujar family. 

In Table 3.3, is given the caste-wise distribution of 
all families in e'lch village, 1Dl.,tedar 1 and 1non-Khatedar 1 

farr:ilies in each caste group and the ntlffib!Or of familie-s 
which have sec11red G0v10rnrr:ent land for cultivati:Jn. It 
r::ay be seen from the Table th"'t the pr0porti0n of 1non
Khatedar1 families or landless families was quite low in 
the case of r::sjor caste group in e'lch village. The number 
of families whi~h secured G0vernment land, however, was 
higher in these caste gr0ups than the other castes in each 
village. In Nimgaon, for example, of the total number of 
families beloLgiLg to Mali caste, about 26 per cent were 
1n0n-Khatedars 1 or landless families. The number of Mali 
families which secured Government land for cultivation, 
was the highest (17 f9milies) or 35.42 per cent of the 
total number of families securing Government land. In the 
case of backward castes like Mahar, Mang and Chambhar 
etc., the pr0portion of 1non-Khatedar 1 or landless 
families was very high; but the number of families receiv
ing Government land for cultivation was comparatively very 
low. This was true in the case of the other villages as 
well. · · 

3· 3 Hain Occupation of Families which Secured 
Government Land --

In Table 3.4, we give the distribution of families 
which secured Government land, according to their main 
occupation. It may be noted from the table that except 
in Nimgaon in all other villages, more than three-fourth 
of the total f'lmilies reported agriculture or agricultural 
labour as their main occupation. In Nimgaon the proportion 
of such families v/as more than 60.00 per cent. Families 
pursuing other main occupations were reported largely in 
Nimgaon only as it was a comparatively big village. Thus, 



Table 3.3 :Total Families 1Khatedar 1 and 'Non-khatedar 1 Families and Families 
Securing Goverr~ent Land for Cultivation 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Nimgaon Kalas 

Caste -------------------------- -------------------------~ 
r;o .or Khate- Non- Flys. No.of Khate- Non- Flys. 
total dar khate- secur- total dar khate- secur-

- - - - - - - - - - - - -
Kandalgaon 

--------------------------
No.of Khate- Non- Flys. 
total dar· khate- secur-

flys. flys. dar ing flys. flys. dar ing · flys. flys. dar ing 
flys. govt. flys. gov:t. flys. govt. 

land land land - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·- - - - -
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Brahmin 22 22 1 13 12 1 2 2 
Gujar 14 14 11 11 
Jain 
Vani 
Raj put 1 
~lara tha 15"2 83 69 3 39 33 6 1 108 92 16 8 
Mali 75"9 562 197 17 7 7 1 
Sutar 5 1 4 4 1 3 1 1 
1:.e 11 15 4 11 4 2 2 
Y.o ~ht 1 5 1 4 5 5 
8h1rnp1 12 1 11 1 1 
Sonar 17 5 12 1 1 
Loh'l.r 9 4 5 6 1 5 1 1 1 
Kumbhar 3 1 2 3 1 2 2 1 1 
Yac'l.r 4 2 2 
llf18V 1 9 4 5 6 4 2 
Pr;rit 9 4 5 2 2 2 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 

VJ 
+ 



Table 3.3 : (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Nimgaon Kalas Kandalc:aon 
Caste -------------------------- -------------------------- --------------------------1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -

Gosavi 4 4 
Koli 1 1 4 4 1 
Bhoi 
Dhanagar 192 162 30 7 267 263 4 2 
Sangar 1 1 
Davari 2 2 
Vanjari 6 6 
Ramoshi 10 9 1 5 6 2 4 12 6 6 4 
Vadar 3 3 
Lcmari - -
Kaikadi 7 5 2 1 1 1 ...... 

V\ 
Mahar 87 72 15 2 48 45 3 4 12 10 2 3 
Mang 50 10 40 10 6 6 1 5 2 3 2 
Chambhar 15 6 9 20 3 17 9 1 1 
Holar 1 1 
Muslim 16 4 12 1 20 2 18 2 10 2 8 5 
Gurkha -· -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 1410 974 436 48 492 391 101 23 156 115 41 23 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 



T&b1e 3·3 : (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
· Pa1asdeo Kati 

Caste --------------------------------------
No.of Khatedar Non-khate- F1ys.se- No.of Khatedar Non-khate- Fly. se-
total flys. dar flys. curing total flys. dar flys. curing 
flys. govt.1and f1ys. govt.land 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Brahmin 9 7 2 3 3 3 
G uj '~r 1 
Jain 8 2 6 
vani 6 2 4 1 1 
Raj put 6 3 3 
t·:ara th'l 306 142 164 4 16~ 72 21 
11al1 100 87 13 84 24 2 w 

0' 
Sutar 6 2 4 4 3 1 
Te11 5 3 2 1 
Koshti 1 - 1 
Shimpi 3 3 
3onar 5 2 3 2 1 1 
loh11r 4 1 3 
Kumth11r 4 2 2 
Kasll.r 2 2 
Nhav1 10 4 6 1 8 6 2 
Par1t 4 1 3 4 4 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 



Table 3·3 • (Continued) • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -Palasdeo Kl'ltl 
Caste -------------------------------------- --------------------------------------1 2 3 It 1 2 3 It - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Gosavi 
Koli 2 2 
Bhoi 8 8 
Dhanagar 67 47 . 20 107 93 14 1 
Sangar 
Davari 
Vanjari 
Rarnoshi 
Vadar 4 4 3 3 
Lonari 3 3 
Kaikadi 7 7 - v.o 
Mahar 50 35 15 13 53 22 31 1 "-l 

Mang 15 . 12 3 31 9 22 4 
Charnbhar 16 9 7 8 6 2 
Holar 
Muslim 21 7 14 5 4 1 3 
Gurkha 1 1 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - ·- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 673 368 305 18 430 311 119 16 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



the families having laundry, blacksmithy, rope-making etc., 
as their main source of livelihood were reported at Nimgaon 
alone. The families engaged in different services were also 
reported lArgely ~t Nimgaon alone. 

Table 3.4 : 

- - - - - -

Distribution of the Land Securing Families 
According to their Main Occupation 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Main occupa- Nimgaon Kalas Kandalgaon Palasdeo Kati 
tion 

' - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Agriculture 23 19 19 9 10 
Agricultural 

labour 7 1 4 8 1 
Black smithy 1 -
Laundry 1 . - -
Rope-making 9 1 - 3 
Shoe-making - 1 -
Hawker 2 - 1 
Hotel - 1 
Service 5 1 1 -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 48 23 23 18 16 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

It may be mentioned here that in all the villages, no 
family of ex-servicemen could secure Government land for 
cultivation,· inspite of the preference given to such families 
in the priority list pr0vided by the Government. In the 
field investigation, we could note that there were 3 ex
servicemen's families in ~irngeon; 8 families, each in 
Kandalgaon and Palasdeo; 6 f8milies, in Kalas and 2 fa~ilies 
in Kati. None of these families could secure any land for 
cultivation, inspite of their hard att~~ts which were 
narrated to us in detail. These were all deserving families 
as they had no land of their own and they had no ceans of 
livelihood to maintain their families. It was really hard to 
believe and observe that these persons who had served for 
the nation, were leading a miserable life in these villages 
in the present days of 11Jai Javan - Jai Kisan". Han:r of 
them pursued agricultural lacour as their main source of 
livelihood. Some of them were hawkers, selling ice candy 
and ice fruits in the surr~er ~eason and vegetables in other 
seasons. 

The famili~s of political sufferers were given the 
third preftrence in the Priority List. Tt.e advantage of 
this provision was received by only on~ family in Ni=gaon. 
This family bcl0nged to Cu~ar caste and it secured about 
13 acres of Cover~~nt lanj for cultivation in Kati village. 
The h~sd of the family had taken active part in the 
Independence ~ovement and ~s in jail for a long period. 
He was still an active worker and held a leading positbn 
in the taluko. In the ot!".t:r vill'lges, ho.,-ever, th.ore were 
no families of political suff~rer worth noting. 



39 

In Table 3.), is given the data about faoily oernbers, 
average fa::ily size and earners and n~n-earners in all the 
fe::ilies f0llo,.ir.g different occup'ltions. It r::ay be noted 
ttat in the case of fa~illes followine agriculture as their 
rrain occ;;patbn, the averar;e si:e of family ...as generally 
large. It vsried tetween b.l ;:.·ersons in K'!las ar.d 9.4 
persons in Ni::gaon. The average size of facily in the case 
of agricultural labour fa::ilies was cocparatively smaller -
varyir'.g bet ... -een 1.0 person in f:alas and 5.6 persons in 
Ni::gaon. The average fe~ily size in the case of other 
!'a:::ilies followir.g other occupations was also relatively 
s~all in all the villages. The average fa:::ily size of all 
tte fa:::ilies taken together was about 7.6 persons in Nicgaon; 
).9 persons each in Kalas and Kandalgaon; 6.2 persons in 
Palasdeo and 7.1 persons 1n Kati. 

The average number of earners per family was 4.8 
persons in Nirrgaon; 3.1 persons each in Kalas and Kati; 
3.3 persons in Kandalgaon; and 3.0 persons in Palasdeo. 

3.5 Cultivating Fa!!lilies which Secured Government Lands 

In Table 3.6, we give the distribution of families 
which \lere alr~ady cultivat0-rs even befor~ securing the 
Goverr~ent land for cultivation. It may be seen from the 
table that more than half of the total number of families 
in Nimgaon (27 out of 48 families) had their own lands and 
v1ere cultivators even before securing the Government land 
for cultivation. In the other four villages as well, such 
families formed a major group, though their proportion to 
the total families was not as high as in Nimgaon. Thus, 
we found that 11 families out of 23 in Kalas· 8 families 
out of 23 in Kandalgaon; 7 families out of 1B in Palasdeo; 
and 6 families out of lb in Kati; were cultivators even 
before receiving the Government land for cultivation. This 
means these families in each village were not landless and 
were still given the Government land for cultivation. 

It can be noted from the occupational distribution of 
families that majority of these cultivator families were 
obviously from the occupational group of agriculture.· Thus, 
in Nimgaon, out of 23 families mainly engaged,in agriculture, 
21 families had land of their OVID and were cultivators even 
before receiving the Government land. In the other villages 
as well, nearly half of the families having agriculture as 
their main occupation had lands and were cultivators even 
before receiving the Government land. In the case of other 
occupations, ho"wever, few families had their oVID land and 
were cultivators before securing the Government land. It 
may be seen that out of seven families following agricul
tural labour as their main occupation, only one was culti
vator before receiving the Government land. Similar was 
the case 1n the other villages. 

3.6 Government Lands Given for Cultivation 

In Table 3.7, we give the area of Government land dis
tributed to cultivator and non-cultivator families in each 
village. It is interesting to note that in Nimgaon, more 



Table 3.5 : EarnHs and tbn-Earners in the Land Securing Families 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Nimgaon 

Occupation -----------------------------------------------------------------------
No.of Earners Total Average No.of Tcital No. Average 
flys. ------------- earn- No.of non- of fly. size of 

Nale l''ema le ers etJrners earners members fly. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Agriculture 23 78 60 138 6.0 79 217 9.1.f. 

Aer ic ult ural labour 7 16 9 25 3.6 14 39 5.6 

Bl"lcksm1th;,r 1 2 2 4 4.0 4 4.0 

Laundry 1 3 3 6 6.0 6 6.0 

Rope m~k1ne 9 21 14 35 3.9 24 59 6.6 + 
0 

Shoe rn."lk inp: 

Trade 2 7 2 9 4.5 9 18 9.0 

Hotel 

Service 5 12 2 14 2.8 6 20 4.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 48 139 92 231 4.8 132 363 ?.6 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 



Table 3-5' • (Continued) • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Kalas 
Occupation -----------------------------------------------------------------------No.or Earners. Total Average No.of Total No. Average 

flys. ------------- earn- No.of non- of fly. size of 
Male Female ers earners earners members fly. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Agriculture 19 33 25' 58 3· 0 5'8 116 6.1 

Agricultural labour 1 1 1 1.0 1 1.0 

Black smithy 

Laundry 

Rope making 1 2 2 4 4.0 2 6 6.0 +' 
tJ 

Shoe making 1 3 1 4 4.0 3 7 7.0 

Trade 

Hotel 

Service 1 3 1 4 4.0 2 6 6.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -: - - - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 23 42 29 71 3.1 65 136 5.9 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 



T!lb]e 3.5 : (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Kandalgaon 

Oc-::upe tion -----------------------------------------------------------------------
N0 .of l:.arners Total Average No.of Total No. Average 
flys. ------------- earn- No.of non- of fly. size of 

M:::~le Female ers earners earners members fly. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
At:r1culture 19 40 25 65 3.4 55 120 6.3 

i<Poricul tural 1 r,bour 4 5 6 11 2.7 6 17 4.2 

BhcY.~~ithy 

v~undry 

Rope r.:flkine +' 
(\) 

Shoe r.1'lk ine 

Trade 

Hotel 

Service 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 23 45 31 76 3.3 61 137 5-9 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 



Table 3.5 : (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Palasdeo 

Occupation -----------------------------------------------------------------------
No.of Earners Total Average No.of Totnl N,. Averl'lge 
flys. ------------- earn- No.of non- of fly. size of 

Male Female ers earners earners members fly. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Agriculture 9 17 12 29 3· 2 39 68 7.6 

Agricultural labour 8 10 13 23 2.9 15 38 4.7 

Blacksmithy 

Laundry -· 
Rope making + 

UJ 

Shoe making 

Trade 

Hotel 

Service 1 1 1 2 2.0 4 6 6.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -
• 

Total 18 28 26 54 3·0 58 112 6.2 

- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- .... - - - - ... - -
Contd ••• 



T'>ble 3.5 : (C•:mtinued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Kati 

Occupation -----------------------------------------------------------------------
No.of 
flys. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Agriculture 

Aericultural lat.our 

Blc.ck:;rn1thy 

Laundry 

Rope r;,r, k 1 nc 

Shoe r:nk 1n~; 

Trade 

Hotel 

:Jerv ice 

10 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Earners 

M"lle 
- - - - -

18 

3 

5 

1 

1 

14 

2 

4 

1 

1 

Total 
earn-
ers 

32 

5 

9 

2 

2 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 16 28 22 50 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Average 
No.of 
earners 
- - -

3.2 

5.0 

2.0. 

2.0 

3.1 

No.of 
non-
earners 
- - - - "':' 

47 

10 

6 

1 

64 

Total No. 
. of fly. 
members 
- - -

79 

5 

19 

8 

3 

114 

Average 
size of 
fly. 

- - - - - - -
7-9 

5.0 

6.3 + + 



Table ).6 • Cultivator Families Securing Government Land • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Nimgaon Kalas Kandalgaon Palasdco Kati 

Main occupa- ----------------- ----------------- ----------------- ----------------- -----------------
tion Total Cultivator Total Cultivator Total Cultivator Total Cultivator Total Cultivator 

No.of flys.se- No.of flys. se- No.of flys.·se- No.of flys. se- No.of flys.se-
flys. curing land flys. curing land flys. cur int: land flys. curing lond flys. curing land 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -' 

Agriculture· 23 21 19 9 19 8 9 4 10 5 

Agricultural 
labour 7 1 1 4 8 3 1 

Blacksmith 1 

Laundry 1 1 

9 1 1 3 1 + 
Rope making '-'~ 

Shoe making 1 

Hawkers 2 1 1 

Hotel 1 

Service 5 3 1 1 1 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -
Total 48 27 23 11 23 8 18 7 16 6 

,, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -
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than half of the total distributed land (54.45 per cent) 
was given to the cultivator families. In the other four 
villages, however, the proportion of Government land given 
to cultivator families was low. It was about 43.18 per 
cent of the total disposed of land in Kalas; 37.34 per cent 
in Kandalgaon; 31.81 per cent in Palasdeo and 36.34 per cent 
in Kati. This means except in Nimgaon in all other villages 
the area of Government land given to non-cultivator families 
was larger than that of the cultivators. It varied between 
56.82 to 68.19 per cent of the total land disposed of for 
cultivation. 

The average area of the Gov8rnment land per family, 
was around 11.00 acres in the case of both cultivator and 
non-cultivator families in Nimgaon. In t.he other villages 
there was some variation between the average areas of 
Government land in the two groups. In Kalas the average a 
area per family was slightly higher in the case of non
cultivators (13.32 acres) than that of the cultivators 
(11.04 acres). Opposite was the case in Kandalgaon. In 
the group of cultivators the average area per family was 
about 14.36 acres, while in the non-cultivators 1 group, 
it was 12.86 acres. In Palasdeo the average area per 
family was the highest of all (]~.20 acres) in the case' of 
non-cultivating families. In .the cultivators' group the 
average area per family was about 11.87 acres. In Kati, the 
average area per family was near about equal (10.72 .acres 
for cultivator and 11.27 acres for non-cultivator families) 
in both the groups. 

3.7 Owned Landholdin~s 11nd Government L8nd 

In Table 3.8, we give the distribution of cultivator 
families receiving Government land according to the size of 
their owned land holdings. It may be noted from the Table 
that in each village, even the medium and large cultivators 
h~d received Government land for cultivation. It can be 
seen that in Nimgaon, nearly 60 per cent of the cultivator 
families ~1hich received Governr.Jent land were medium ~nd 
lP.rge cultivators ownin,; rr:'re than 5 ~teres of land. It is 
most striking that one of these cultivators owned 62 acres 
of land and h3d still s·~curtd about 11.48 acres of Govern
ment land for cultivation. Two otr.er cultivators owned 36 
acres of land each a~d had still r~ceived about 13 acres of 
Goverro:ent l'lnd. Th·~ cases of large cultivators receiving 
Governm~nt land for cultivation wer~ not found in Kalas, 
Kandalgaon and Palasdeo. In Kati there was only one case 
of lar&e cultivator who o~ned 32 acres of land and had 
S(;cured 12 acres of Goverru:JLnt l3nd for cultivatic-n. The 
cases of medium cultivators who had tt~ir land holdings 
b<'-twc:en 5 nr,d 2') acres .'lnd ~o;ho h<!d received Govern:::ent 
land for cultivation, w~rt r:'lny in these four villag.os as 
""'"11• The pr,portbn of s::.lll cultivators .,.ho o~'!1t:d less 
tt'1'ln 5 acrts of l'mJ nr:d wr.j t.~d received G0vern.:::ent l=.nd 
f'lr CUltivatir>n W"S :1b0Ut 40.0~) per Ct.nt in !;i:;:c::;'l:m; ')lt.55 
p~r C(nt in Kalas; 6:.so r~r CFnt in Kandalgson; 71.43 per 
cent in Palasdco a~d f6.66 p~r c~nt in Ksti. In th( gro~p 
of s:nall cultiv!lt">r·s w!:o r·~cc<o ivi2,l Gov"rr.:::ent land there .,-ere 
cultivat.Jrs 1>'110 owned, on an .'Jverage, about 1.73 acres of 
lar,d p.:r f'l:nily in ;.iri,''l-on; 2.10 '!ens of lsr.d per fs:::il~· 
in Kalas anJ P1lasdLo; 2.Cl acres of land ptr racily in 
Kand3lgaon and 1.00 acr~: per fq~ily in Kati. 



Table 3·7 : Government Land Disposed of to Cultivator and Non-cultivator Families 

Families 

Cultivator 

Non-cultivator 

- - - - - - - - - -. - - - -

-

Nimgaon 
--------------------------
No. 
of 
flys. 

-
27 

21 

-

Govt. 
land 

- - -
297.69 

249.05 

- -

Per-. 
cent-
age 

- -
54.45 

45.55 

-

Avg •. 
area 
per 
fly. 
- - -
11.03 

11.86 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

-

Kalas 
--------------------------
No. 
of 
flys. 

11 

12 

-

Govt. 
land 

- - -
121.45 

159· 84 

-

Per- Avg. 
cent- area 
age per 

fly. 
- - - - - -
43.18 11.04 

56.82 13.32 

- - - - - - - - - -
Y.ll.nd"'lgnon 

--------------------------
No. Govt. Per- Avr,. 
of lnnd cent- nre11.· 
flys. a eo per 

fly. - - - - - - - - - - - - -
8 114.91 37. }4 

• 
14.)6 

15 192.83 62.G6 12.86 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 48 546.74 100.00 11.39 23 281.29 100.00 12.23 23 307.74 100.00 13.38 

. - - - - - ,_ - - - - - - - -

Palasdeo Kat! 
Families --------------------------------------

No.of G'ovt. 
flys. land 

- - - - - - - - - - - - -
Cultivator 7 83.11 

Non-cultivator 11 178.16 

Percent-
.age 

- - - - ·- - -
31.81 

68.19 

Avg. ar·ea 
per fly. 
- - -
11.87 

16.20 

No.of 
flys. 

Govt. 
land 

6 64.32 

10 112.67 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -·----
Total 18 261.27 100.00 14.52 16 176.99 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Percent- . Avg.area 
age rer fly. 
- -. - - - - - - - -

)6. 34 10.72 

63.66 11.27 

- - - - - - - -
100.00 12.)0 

- - - - - - - -

- -

- -



T~ble 1.8 : Q·,;r.ed Land and Government Land of the Cultivator and Non-cultivator Families 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Size of 
o'Jr.ed land 
holdir~s 
(~cres) 

- - - - -• 

• 
Nimgaon 

-------------------------------
No. Owned 
of land 
flys. 

Avg. Govt. 
area Vmd 
per 
fly. 

Avg. 
area 
per 

. fly. 

Upto 3.00 5 8.63 1.73 73.86 14.77 

3.1 to 5.00 6 24.33 4.51 78.47 13.79 

5.1 to 10.00 4 33.25 8.31 27.61 6.90 

10.1 to 15.00 6 79.50 13.25 4).71 7.62 

15.1 to 25.00 3 47.13 15.71 

25.1 to 50.00 2 72.00 }6.00 13.43 6.72 

ALove 50.00 1 62.00 62.00 11.48 ll.48 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·- - - - - -
Cultivators 27 3)0.41 12.24 297.69 ll.03 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
lion-cult j-
V'ltors 21 249.05 ll.86 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
T0tal 48 546.71+ 11.39 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Kalas Kandalgaon 
------------------------------No. Owned Avg. Govt. 

are11 land 
per 

Avg. 
area 
per 
fly. 

No. Owned Avg. Govt. 
area · land 
per 

Avg. 
area 
per 
fly. 

of land of land 
flys. flys. 

-

-

fly. fly. 
- ·- -

5 10.50 2.10 58.84 11.77 4 8.05 2.01 

1 ).50 3-50 16.00 16.00 1 5.00 ·5~00 

3 21.38 7-13 22.88 7-63 1 5.33 5-33 

2 21.50 10.75 23.73 11.86 1 11.00 11.00 

1 22.00 22.00 

- - - - - - - - - ·- - - - - - - - - -

- - --
5lf. 84 13.71 

•· 7.28 7.28 

32.83 32.83 

5.98 5.98 

13-98 13.98 

ll 56.88 5-17 121.45 11.04 8 51-38 6.42 114.91 14.36 

- - -

12 159.84 13.)2 15 192.83 12.86 

- - - - - - - - - - - - -
23 281.29 12.23 23 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 



Table 3.8 ; (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Size of 
owned land 
holdings 
(acres) 

Upto: 3.00 

3.1 to 5.00 

5.1 to 10.00 

10.1 to 15.00 

15.1 to 25.00 

25.1 to 50.00 

Above 50.00 

- - - - - - -
Cultivators 

- - - - - - -
Non-culti-
vators 

- - - - - - -
Total 

- - - - - - -

- -

- -

- -

- -

Palasdeo 
-------------------------------------------No.of Owned Avg.area Govt. Avg.area 
flys. land per fly. land per fly. 

Kat1 
-------------------------------------------

- - - -
No.of Owned Avg.area Govt. Avg.area 
flys. land per fly. land per fly. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ---:--

5 10.50 2.10 59.61 11.92 1 1.00 1.00 11.23 11.23 

3 10.50 3·50 30.03 10.01 

2 13.00 6.50 23.50 11.75 1 10.00 10.00 11.53 11.53 

- 1 32.00 )2.00 11.53 11.53 

-
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

7 23.50 3.)6 83.11 11.87 6 53.50 8.92 64.}2 10.'12 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -
11 178.16 16.20 10 112.67 11.27 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
18 - 261.27 14.52 16 ·- 176.99 12.)0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -

.. 
\C) 
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It may be noted from the table that there was no 
definite trend of granting larger areas of Government land 
to the small cultivators and smaller areas to the medium 
and big cultivators. This is evident from the averages of 
the Government lands granted to different cultivator 
families in different size groups of owned land. In 
Nimgaon, Kalas and Kandalgaon there were wide variations 
in .the average ·areas of Government land allotted to 
families in different size groups of owned land holdings. 
In Nimgaon, it varied between 6.72 acres per .family in the 
size group of 25 to 50 acres and 15.71 acres per family 
in the size group of 15.1 to 25.0 acres. In Kalas, the 
varfation was equally large - 7.63 acres per family in 
5.1 to.lO.O acre group and 16.0 acres per family in 3.1 
to 5.0 acre group. In Kandalgaon, the variation was very 
wide - 5.98 acres per family in the size group of 10.1 
to 15.0 acres and 32.83 acres -per family in tt,e size group 
of 5.1 to 10.0 acres. In the remaining two villages
Palasdeo and Kati - the variations in the average areas of 
Government land per family were not wide. In these two 
villages the average area of Government land per family 
was around 11.0 acres in different size groups of owned 
land holdings. 

Caste-wise Distribution of Owner Cultivators 
Securing Government Land 

In Table 3.9, we give the caste-wise distribution of 
the cultivator families which owned land before securing 
Government land for cultivation. The area of owned land 
and the Government land received by them is also given in 
the Table. It is interesting to note that in Himgaon, 
out of 17 1-iali families whfch received GovernmE:nt land, 
14 families had lands of their own and were cultivators 
even before getting the Goverr~ent land. The cultivator, 
refcrred to earlier which o~ned 62 acres of land and had 
still received 11.4~ acres of Government land for cultiva
tion bt:longed to Nali caste only. Of the other two culti
vators ownir4 36 acres of land each, one was from Mali 
caste and the oth.;r from Dhanagars. The Hal! family had 
secured 6.33 acres of Government land for cultivation and 
the Dhanagar racily, about 7.10 acrt:os. In Nimgaon, we 
found that most of the facilies belJnging to r~n-backward 
class, had secured Government land e:ven though they had 
their own lands. Thus, all the families from Bratcins 
and Dhanagars which received Government land, had lands 
of their o~n and were cultivators already. Out of the 
three ~:aratha faa;ilies, t~ had tteir own lands to tl:e 
ext~nt of 26.45 acres and had still secured about 23.8J 
acres of Govern=cnt land for cultivation. In the case of 
Dackwsrd Class fal:lilies, how~ver, the proportion of land
o~-ners was far low. Thus, out of 10 Har.g fa::ilies w!":lich 
had received Government land for cultivation only one had 
land of his own. The rest ~~re all landless. S~ilar 
was the casJ of Ral:loshi faxilies. It ~ay be seen from the 
Table that in the remainir~ four villages as well, the 
proportion of land o~-n1ng fa~ilies securing Goverr~ent 
land far cultiv'ltion w'ls high in th~ cas.a of non-ba..::kw~rd 
class fnmili~s and low in th~ cssd of Eackwsrd Clsss. 



Table 3·9 • Caste-wise Distribution of Owner Cultivators Securing Government Land • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Nimgaon Kalas Kandalgaon 
Caste ------------------------------ ------------------------------ ------------------------------

No. Owned Avg. Govt. Avg. No.· Owned Avg. Govt. Avg. No. Owned Avg. G'1Vt. Avg. 
of land area land area of. land area land area of land area land orca 
flys. per per flys. per per flys. per pE:r 

fly. fly. fly. fly. fly. fly. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Brahmin 1 36.00 36.00 7.10 7ol0 -
Maratha 2 26.45 13.23 23.80 11.90 1 7.38 7-38 8.48 8.48 6 27.83 4.64 85.05 14.17 

Raj put 1 7.00 7.00 8.40 8.40 

Mali 14 138.71 9.91 166.91 11.92 1 1.50 1.50 11.10 11.10 - -
Par it 1 12.00 12.00 0.68 0.68 VI 

>-J 

Dhanagar 7 87.25 12.46 68.20 9.74 1 11.00 11.00 7o7) 7 .. 73 

Mahar 2 13.50 6.75 29.58 14.79 1 1.55 l-55 15.88 15.88 

Chambhar 4 13.00 3·25 40.16 10.04 

Hang 1 14.00 14.00 15~00 15.00 1 3.50 ).50 16.00 16.00 

Ramoshi 1 16.00 16.00 16.00 16.00 

Muslim -- 1 22.00 22.00 1).98 1).98 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - :- - - - - - - - -
Total 22 3J0.41 12.24 297.69 11.02 11 56.88 5·17 121.45 11.40 8 51.38 6.42 114.91 14.36 

----- - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 



T11ble ;.9 • (Continued) • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Palasdeo Kati 

Caste --------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------. 
r:o .or Owned Avg. Govt. Avg. No.of Owned Avg. Govt. Avg. 
flys. l11nd .area land area flys. land area land area 

per per per per 
fly. fly. fly. fly.· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Prahoir. 3 10.50 3.50 30.03 10.01 

fl, a r a u-, a 1 J.OO ),00 16.00 16.00 

Raj put 

l1a 11 1 1o00 1.00 ll.23 11.23 

Par it V1. 
Fl.) 

l.Jhar.aear 1 32.00 32.00 11.53 11.53 

t-1 11ln r 6 20.50 ).42 67.11 11.19 

Chamtllar 

11r.ne 1 10.00 10.00 11.53 11.53 

R r,rr,, shi 

11usl1m 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Tot11l 7 2 3· ')0 ).36 83.11 11.87 6 53-50 8.92 64.32 10.72 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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3.9 CAste-w1se·D1stri~ut10n of LqndlPss FA~111es 
Securu:,: G::wernFe~.t L•·.nu 

In Table 3-10, we give the CAste-wise distribution or 
the n::m-cultivatin.g far.:ilies whic!l had secured Govern~ent 
lar.j f~r c~ltivation. It is obvious froo the table that the 
m.::::;ber ,r r.on-cultivatir.g familiEs froo the non-backward 
class securir~ G~vernment lAr.d for cultivation was very low 

.in all tte five villages. Th:.:s, out of 21, five families 
in Nir.:gaon; out of 12, only one in K3las; out of 15, six 
in K~~calgaor.; out of 11, four in Palasdeo; and out of 10, 
trJee in Kati were the non-cultivating families belonging 
to non-backward class. ~he rest of the families were all 
fro:n the backv:ard class. Another point to be noted is that 
the averabe area of Goverr~ent land given to these landless 
fa=ilies ~~s in no way b~tter than that of the Government 
land allotted to the cultivator families. 

3.10 Su=ary 

The procedure and r.:ethod of disposal of Government 
land for cultivation, as stated in the Government Resolu
tion, appeared alright on paper but its execution at the 
base level was so defective that it defeated the very 
objective of the Government policy itself. This was mainly 
because of the local leaders in the rural areas who dis
turbed the official procedure of grant of land at the basic 
level, b~ought ,Press.ure on the village and Talul{a officials 
and tried to secure Goverr~ent land firstly for self, 
secondly for their relatives and lastly for their caste 
families 1n the village. As a result, a consider~ble area 
of the Government land was reportedly given out, either to 
the families of the l~cal leaders, or to the families of 
their relatives or to the families of their caste which was 
the major caste .;roup in the village. Hany of the families, 
therefore, which secured Government land for cultivation 
were owner cultivators owning land far exceeding the 
economic holding. The good quality land of the Government 
areas was also largely secured by these families only. The 
proportion of the Government 1and given out for cultivation 
to the Backward Class families was considerably low, and 
whatever land was given to them, was of relative inferior 
quality. 



T<~ble 3· 10 • Caste-wise Distribution of Landless Families Securing Government Land • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Nimgaon Kalas Kandalgaon Palasdeo. Kati 

Caste ----------------- ----------------- ----------------- ----------------- -----------------
No. Govt. Avg. No. Govt. Avg. No. Govt. Avg. No. Govt. · Avg. No. Govt. Avg. 
of land area of land area of land area of land area of land area 
flys. per flys. per flys. per flys. per flys. per 

fly. fly. fly. fly. fly. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
~lara tha 1 16.00 16.00 2 33.65 16.82 3 48.00 16.00 
Gujar 1 21.68 21.68 
}',ali 3 40.53 13.51 1 ll.23 ll.23 
Teli 1 13.73 13.73 
!{havi 1 16.00 16.00 
Lohllr 1 16.03 16.03 
Par1t 1 13. 30 13.)0 
Y.oli 1 12.4 3 12.43 -
D!Vlnllgar 1 11.10 ll.lO V1. 
Hc:har 2 1G.J3 8.17 2 35.52 17.76 2 28.31 14.16 7 ll4.16 16.)1 1 13.70 13.70 + 
Chambhar 5 59.90 11.98 
1-lnng 9 101.19 11.24 2 16.)5 8.18 3 9.00 3.00 
R arno ::h 1 4 51.GO 12.90 4 44.06 11.01 
K~>H:'ld i - 1 14.68 ll+. 68 
!1us11rn 1 10.10 10.10 2 24.86 12.43 4 55.78 13.94 3 43.33 14.44 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Tot11l 21 249.0'5 11.86 12 159.84 13.32 15 192.83 12.86 ll 178.16 16.20 10 ll2.67 12.)0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



Ci~APTER IV 

DISPC'S'SD GC'VSR::YE::T 1A~:D A':D ITS Ct11TIVATI0N 

In the precedir~ Chapter, ~ have ~ainly discussed the 
distributbn of Govern::'ent lend for cultivation to different 
far::ilies !.n t.!"":e five villages. In the present Chapter, we 
prcpcse to ceel with the Gover~r::ent land itself. What has 
tappened to it? Eow r::uch of it is brought under cultiva
tion? W::'1L:h are the fa:::ilies •:ho t.ave brought the land 
~~der plough? rtow are their conditions as regards work-
ing cattle, agricultural ir::plements and finances required 
for cultivation of land? All these points are dealt with 
in brief in the following sections. 

4.1 O•ned and Govern~er.t Land 

In Table 4.1, we give the total area of land owned and 
Gover=er,t land received for cultivation by the families in 

. each of the five villages. On an average the area of owned 
land per far::ily was less than five acres in all the villages 
except in r:i::lgaon. In Ni::Jgaon, it was slightly higher -
6.9 acres per far::ily. The average area of Government land 
received for cultivation was core than 10 acres per family 
in all the five villages. It was between 11.1 acres per 
fa~ily 1n Kati and 14.5 acres per family in Palasdeo. The 
average area of total land including both owned and Govern
I:Jent land was about 18.27 acres per fa:Lily in Nimgaon; 
14.70 acres in Kalas; 15.61 acres 1n Y~dalgon; 15.82 acres 
in Palasdeo; and 14.41 acres 1n Kati. 

The 0etails as regards cultivable area, permanent 
fallow, irrigated and dry areas of the owned and Govern
went land are presented in Table 4.2. It may be seen from 
the table that permanent fallow area of the owned land was 
reported o~1ly at lli:ngaon, Kandalgaon and Palasdeo. It was 
very small in all the three villages compared to the total 
area of owned land. In the case of Government land, how
ever, the area of permanent fallow was considerably large 
in all the villages except in Y:ati. It was more than 40 
per cent of the total disposed Government land for cultiva
tion in Kalas and Palasdeo; more than 25 per cent, in 
Nimgaon; and more than 15 per cent, in Kandalgaon. In 
Kat!, however, it was the lowest - 1.4 per cent of the 
total Government land given for cultivation. "The rest of 
the area of Government land was cultivable in all the 
villages. 

The irrigated area of the owned land was reported in 
Nimgaon, Kalas, Palasdeo and Kat!. In Kalas and Palasdeo 
it was minor but in Kati it was about 50 per cent of the 
total owned land. In Nimgaon it was about 22 per cent of 
the total owned land. It is important to note that some 
of the areas of Government land given for cultivation was 
brought under irrigation in Nimgaon and Kati. The irri
gated area, no doubt, was very small in both the villages 
(8 acres in Nimgaon and 15 acres in Kat!). However, the 
very fact that some of the families h9ve not only brought 
Government land under cultivation, but have also gone for 
irrigation in it is of great importance. In the other 
three villages irrigation facility was not available and 
hence almost ail the areas of land,1ncluding the Government 
areas, was dry. 
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T.;ble L.l : Ovr.ed Land end Government Land Received by the Families in Each Village 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -·- - - - - -
Villere !l:o.of owr,ed Avg.Brea Govern- Avg.area. Total Avg.area of total 

t'lys. land per fly. inent land per fly. land land per family - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

N 1r:.r lo!1 48 330.41 6.9 51+6. 74 11.4 877.15' 18.27 

Y.alas 23 56.88 281.29 12.2 338.17 14.70 

23 51.38 2.2 307.74 13.4 35'9.12 1).61 

Palasdeo 18 23.50 1.3 261.27 14.5 1).82 

16 3-3 176.99 11.1 2 30.49 14.41 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 128 4.0 12.) 16.33 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



Table 4.2 • Irrigated 1 Dry and Cultivable Area of the Owned and Govcrruncnt Land • 
Received by the Families 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Village Owned land Government land Tot~:~ I 

-------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------- land 
Irri- Dry Total Perma- Total Irri- Dry Total Perm~:~- Tot~:~ I areq 
gated area culti- nent land gated area culti- nent land 
area vable fallow area vable fallow 

area area 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - -
Nimgaon 75.80 217.61 293.41 37.00 330.41 8.oo 376.28 384.28 162.46 51+6. 74 877.15 

• Kalas 5.00 51.88 56.88 56.88 167.75 167.75 113. 51+ 281.29 338.17 VI. 
-...:! 

Kandalgaon 40.80 40.80 10.58 51.38 254.88 25'4. 88 52.86 307. 7!+ 359.12 

Palasdeo 3.00 19.50 22.50 1.00 23.50 145.73 145.73 115. 51+ 261.27 2 B+. 77 

Kati 24.50 29.00 53-50 - 53.50 15.00 159.43 174.43 2.56 176.99 2,30.49 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 108.30 358.79 467.09 48.58 515.67 23.00 1104.07 1127.07 446.96 1574.03 203').70 

- - - - .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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4.2 ·Lands Leased-in and Leased-out 

·In Table 4.3, we give the details about owner cul
tivated, leased-in and leased-out areas of land owned by 
the cultivators and of Government land received by them for 
cultivation. In respect of owned land, it may be noted 
that no cultivator had leased-out any area of his land in 
Kalas, Kandalgaon, Palasdeo and Kat!. In Nimgaon only 
there were two cultivators who had leased-out about 9.00 
acres of their land. As against this the leased-in area, 
though small, was reported in all the villages except in 
Palasdeo. In the case of Government land, the leased-out 
area was reported only in Nimgaon. In this village one 
Mali family had leased-out the entire area (12.05 acres) 
of the Government land received for cultivation. There 
were no case of leased-in area of the Goverr~ent land in 
any of the five villages. The data about the leased-out 
area of the Government land appears to be under-reported. 
From our general observation and from the information 
collected through interviews of the important cultivators 
in the villages we learnt that the families from the Back
ward Class generally leased-out the Government land given 
to them for cultivation. This was the general trend 
observed in all the villages. These families could not 
report this fact to us for obvious reasons. The only 
exception to this was of one Mahar family in Ilimgaon 
village, who had earnestly taken to cultivation, who had 
not only brought the entire piece of the Government land 
(12.98 acres) under cultivationi but hgd also attempted to 
dig a well for irrigat!on by se ling all his goats and 
sheep. All other fa~ilies did not take any interest in 
cultivation and had ~referred to lease-out the land for a 
paultry sum of cash rent. These f~J.miliPs preferred to 
lease-out the land because of !'our ~: . .:.in r<asons. Firstly1 because they were very poor, did not have any agricultural 
implements, nor any ~~rking cattle. Secondly, they were 
not credit-,.;orth:r in the vill!J.ge and hence could not 
borrow !:joney from llny !:loney-lend.::r. ::o finance was 
provided to them by any co-operative credit society as 
they did not own any land. Thirdly, t .. e Gover=ent lands 
given to them were of poor quality and gave very low 
yield. Lastly, it appeared thgt these fa~ilies from the 
Backward Cl~ss did not possess the b~sic ~rge to work hgrd 
in agriculture and to prod~ce ~ore, as it is four~ L~ tte 
Cllstl of the fa::ilit:s belongi!lb to Nali and Kuna'::Ji castes. 
We, therefore, found that the Govern=i::rt land given for 
cultivation to these fa::ilies were all leased-oJt to the 
cultivat:)r fg:::Uies fro!!! }:ali and i:ur:abi castes f:::r a very 
minor aCJount of c'lsh-ro::r.t. l·:a::y of. the Bscb;ard Class 
femilies from ::1:::caon and Kalas villag~s hsd leas<Jd-out 
tt.e GoverP.::J~:.nt land and bad gone for s~:.rvices in W'tlcha:-.d 
Sugar Factory,W"\lch~ndnagar, sit~ated at a distance of 5 
to 7 miles fr'J::J u,ese two villages. 

In Tables 4.4A and 4.43, wt divide the fa::Jilies L~to 
two groups - (1) thosu cultivating bot~ rrivately o....:-.ed 
land and the Govtrn::Jent l<lnd; e.nJ (2) th:>se cultivati!".g the 
Govern~JCr.t la!1d :>nly. In t!1e two tsbhs we h::we classified 
th~::s.:: fa:Lilies 11ccordi.r.r, t-, t!1eir size or cultivat<Jd hold
inr,s and giv~;;n th..:ir cult!vstcJ land a!1j avera:;e ar0a of 
cultivatEd land per fr.::.U:r in each groc:p. It cay be seen 
fro~ T~blc 4.4A, that in t!1€ case of th~ cultivators cul
t1vatins t:·rivattl;.· owno;,d a!'ld G:>vern:::~..!'lt lar.J, the av.ors,;<J 
cult1vat"d are' per fa:nily was but1o;e0n 8.7~ ru1d 59.64 acres 



Table 4.3 • Leased-out and Leased-in Areas of the Owned and Government • 
Land Received by the Families 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Village Owned & cultivated land Government land Total 
---------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- land 
Owned Leased- Leased- Total cul- Govern- Leased- Lea !:led• Total 
area out in tivated n1ent out in area 

area area area land area area - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Nimgaon 330.41 9.00 29.75 351.16 546.74 12.05 534.69 885.85 

Kalas 56.88 10.00 66.88 281.29 281.29 348.17 

V\ 

Kandalgaon 51.38 5.33 56.71 307.74 307.74 361-t .45 -D 

Palasdeo 23.50 - 23.50 261.27 - 261.27 224.77 

Kati 53-50 10.00 63.50 176.99 176.99 240.49 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 515.67 9.00 55.08 561.75 1574.03 12.05 1561.98 212 3· 7 3 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



Tatle 4.4A : Distribution of Cultivator Families Cultivating 01t111ed and Government Land 
According to Size of Cultivated Holdings 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- -· - - - - - - --- -
Size of fHJ:Jgaon Kalas Kandalgaon 
cultivated --------------------------------- -------------------------------- ---------------~---------------
holdir:is 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 
(acres 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
V,:Jto 5.00 

5.1 to 10.00 2 2.65 14.83 17.48 8.74 1 2.00 6.88 8.88 8.88 -
10.1 to 15.00 6 41.50 38.36 79.86 13.31 3 10.50 28.)8 38.88 12.96 3 9.50 28.]1 

15.1 to 25.00 11 f:,). 33 129.21 214.54 19.50 6 33.88 70.19 104.07 17-34 3 14.55 39.79 

25.1 to 50.00 5 67.62- 90.38 158.06 31.61 1 20.50 16.00 36.50 36.50 2 )2.66 46.81 

ALovc 50.00 3 154.00 24.91 178.91 59.64 -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 27 351.16 297.69 648.85 24.03 11 66.88 121.45 188. 33 17.12 8 56.71 114 .91 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1 = llo.of fau.111os 2 a Cultivated private land 3 = Cultivated government land 

5 .. Average area per family 4 = Total cultivated land 

4 5 

37.81 12.60 

54.34 18.11 

79.47 39.74 

- -
171.62 21.45 

- - - - - - - -

Contd ••• 

<l' 
0 



Table 4.4A : (Continued) 

Size of 
cultivated 
holdings 
(acres) 
- - - - - - - - - - -
Upto 5.00 

5.1 to 10.00 

10.1 to 15.00 

15.1 to 25.00 

25.1 to 50.00 

Above 50.00 

-------
Total 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Palasdeo 

-------------------------------------------
1 2 3 4 5 

-

2 4.50 15.05 

1 7.00 14.00 14.00 

4 12.00 65.56 77.56 19.39 

- - - - - - - - - - - - -
7 23.50 83.11 106.61 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Kati 

--------------------------------------1 2 3 4 5 

--------

4 11.)0 41.26 5'2.76 13.19 

2 52.00 23.06 75.06 37.53 

------ - - - -
6 64.32 127.82 21.30 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



T'lble 4.4R : Distribution of Landless Families Cultivating only Government Land 
Accord inc to Size of Cultivated Holdings 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Size of Nirnbaon Kalas Kandalgaon .Palasdeo Kati 
cultivated ----------------- ----------------- ----------------- ----------------- -----------------
t.oldines 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3. 1 2 3 
(acres) . . 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - ·- - - - --
Dpto ').oo - 3 9.00 3.00 

5.1 to 10.00 6 44.33 7.39 2 16.00 8.00 4 31.17 7·79 -
10.1 to 15.00 10 129.1;9 12.95 6 72.71 12.12 6 78.62 13.10 ·- 5 65.99 13.20 

"' 15.1 to 25.00 4 63.18 15.79 4 71.13 17.78 5 83.04 16.61 11· 178.16 16.20 2 37.68 18.84 !\) 

25.1 to 50.00 - - -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 20 237.00 11.8) 12 159.84 13.32 15 192.83 12.86 11 178.16 16.20 10 112.67 11.27 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1 .. r:o. or fan1il1 P s 2 = Government land 

3 = Averar:c area per family 
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in ;a::gson; bet~<.<een S.SS and 3o.5'0 acres in Kalas; between 
12.6J &!1d 39.74 acres in Ksndalg<~-:>n, nnd between 7.52 and 
19.39 a~res in Pal~~deo. In Kati, it was about 13.19 
acres in the second group of lC.l to 15 acres and about 
37.53 acres in t:-.e rroup of 2).1 to 50 acres. In the case 
of the l'a::ilies c:.:lt1vat1r.g :-nly Government ll!nd the 
v"lriation ••as :-:ot tr.at large. It v~tried between 7.39 and 
15.7~ acres in ~i~ceon; betweEtl 8.00 and 17.78 acres in 
I:elas; tet...'Ee:-t 7.79 a:-,d 16.61 acres in K•mdalgaon; and 
l:et~.·ee:-t 3.00 and 18. St ocres in Kati. In Palasdeo, the 
average cultivated ere~t per family was about 16.20 acres 
in the only grou!) of 15.1 to 25.0J acres. It may be men
tioned here that in Ni::gaon the total nu~ber of such 
fa::iliEs is 20 instead 0f 21 as one family had leased-out 
its entire area of the Governffient land. 

4. 3 Working Cattle end Ot 11er Livestock 

In Tables 4.5A and 4.5B, we give the distribution of 
working cattle owned by the cultivators cultivating owned 
and Gover=ent land and by the cultivators cultivating 
only the Gover~ent land according to the size of cultivated 
holdings. The two tables distinctly bring out the 
difference between the two groups of cultivators as re
gards o~ership of working cattle. It may be noted from 
table 4.5A that majority of the cultivators cultivating 
private and Goverr~ent land had working cattle of their 
own. Thus, 19,out of 27 cultivators in Nimgaon; 6,out of 
11 cultivators in Kalas; 6, out of 8 cultivators in 
Kandalgson; 3, out of 7 cultivators in Palasdeo; and 4, 
out of 6 cultivators L~ Kati, had working cattle of their 
own. The average number of bullocks per family was more 
thsn 2 in all the size groups of cultivated holdings in 
all the villages. In the c~tse of the cultivators cultivat
ir~ only Government land the conditions were just opposite. 
Majority of the cultivators in this group did not own any 
working csttle. (See Table 4.5B). In this group, 18, out 
of 20 cultivators in Nimgaon;lO, out of 11 cultivators in 
Palqsdeo; 5, out of 10 cultivators in Kati; and 7, out of 
15 cultivators in Kandalgaon, did not have any working 
cattle of their own. Among the cultivators who reported 
working csttle, the average number of bullocks per family 
was less than 2 in most of the size groups of cultivated 
holdings. This was mainly because these cultivators had 
taken to cultivation only after receiving the Government 
land and secondly, they were very poor and could not 
afford to own any working cattle. 

In Tables 4.6A and 4.6B, is given the distribution of 
working cattle owned by the cultivator families in the two 
groups, before and after receiving the Government land for 
cultivation. It is evident from the two tables that in 
both the groups more number of cultivator families owned 
more number of bullocks only after receiving the Govern
ment land for cultivation. In Nimgaon, for example, 17 
cultivators in the first group owned 41 bullocks before 
receiving the Government land for cultivation. But after 
receiving the Government land the number of families own
ing working·cattle went up to 19 and the number of 
bullocks, to 58. In the case of the cultivators in the 
second group, there was only one cultivator owning 2 
bullocks before receiving the Government land. After, 



T~hle 4.')A • Work in;: Cattle Owned by the Cultivator Families • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Size of llimgaon Kalas Kandalgaon 
cult iva ted ---------------------------- ---------------------------- ----------------------------
holdir.1s r:o. of r:o. or Report- Avg. No.of No.of Report- Avg. No.of No.of R~port- Avg. 
(t:tcrez flys. bul- ed llo.of flys. bul- ed No.of flys• bul- ed No.of 

locks value bul- locks value bul- -locks value' bul-
owned Rs. locks owned Rs. locks o¥?ned Rs. locks - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

L'pto ~.oo 

5.1 to 10.00 

10.1 to 15.00 4 14 5750 3·5 2 4 750 2.0 2 4 1300 2.0 

15.1 to 25.00 10 25 10450 2.5 3 6 950 2.0 2 4 900 2.0 

25.1 t0 ~u.oo 2 4 2400 2.0 1 2 300 2.0 2 4 1400 2.0 

Above 50.00 3 14 6500 5.0 -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
T0 t.'ll 19 5tl 25100 3.0 6 12 2000 2.0 6 12 3600 2.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 



Table 4.5A : (Continued) 

Size of 
cultivated 
holdings 
(acres) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Palasdeo 

----------------------------------------No.of 
flys. 

No.of 
bullocks 
owned 

Report
ed 
valueRs. 

Avg. 
No.of 
bullocks - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Up to 5.00 

5.1 to 10.00 

10.1. to 15.00 1 2 1200 2.0 

15.1 to 25.00 2 4 975 2.0 

25.1 to 50.00 

Above 50.00 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 3 6 2175 2.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Kat1 

----------------------------------------No.of No.of Report- Avg. 
flys. bullocks ed No.0f 

owned valu8 ll.>. bullocks - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _. 

- -

3 8 3300 2.7 (J\ 
V\ 

- -
1 4 2000 4.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
4 12 5300 3-0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



: Working Cattle Owned ty the Landless Families Cultivating 
Only the Goverru~ent Land 

------ ----------------- ----------- --- --- ------- - --- --
taitgaon Kalas Kandalgaon Size of 

c:.Jltivated 
f•'J ld 1r.,- s 

---------------------------- ---------------------------- ----------------------------
( r,cres) 

r:o.of 
flys. 

- - - - - - - - - - -

'· r-l P 5.1 to 10.00 

~. l" ~ 
V'l ,, 10.1 to 15.00 1 
• 
z 
'.! 15.1 to 25.00 1 

- - - - - - - - - -
1ot~l 2 

- - - - - - - - - -

lb.of 
bul-
locks 
owned 

- - -

1 

2 

- -
3 

Flcport-
ed 
v:~lue 

Rs. 
- - - - -

150 

800 

- - - -
950 

Avr;. l"o.of No.of 
No.of flys. bul-
bul- locks 
locks owned 

- - - - - - - - - - -

1.0 

2.0 

- - - - -
1.5 

- -

Report- Avg. No.of No.of Report- Avg. 
ed No.of flys. bul- ed No.of 
value bul- locks value 'pul-

P..:;. locks o'med Rs. locks 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

3 1400 

5 9 2375 1.8 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
8 14 3775 1.? 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 



Table 4.5B : (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Size of 
cultivated 
holdi~s 
(acres) 

Palasdeo 
----------------------------------------
No.of 
flys. 

No.of 
bullocks 
owned 

Report
ed 
valueRs. 

Avg. 
No.of 
bullocks 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Upto 5.00 

5.1 to 10.00 

10.1 to 15.00 

15.1 to 25.00 1 1 325 1.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 1 1 325 1.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -

- -

- -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Kat1 

----------------------------------------No.of 
flys. 

No.of 
bullocks 
owned 

Report
ed 
valueRs. 

Ave. 
llo.of 
bullocks 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

-

-
4 8 3000 2.0 

1 2 155'0 2.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -
5 10 45'50 2.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



T>;ble 4.6A. : Working Cattle Owned by the Cultivator Families Before 
Rece iv1r.e the Governrr.ent Land and After 

- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Size or r: imgaon Kalas Kandalgaon 
cult iv&.t(;d ---------------------------- ---------------------------- ----------------------------
t.oldlr~.;; Be fore gett- After gett- Before gett- After gett• Before gett- After gett-
(r:.cres 1r.g eovt. hnd 1ng govt.land 1ng govt.land ing govt.land ing govt.land ing govt.land 

------------- ------------- ------------- ------------- ------------- -------------
no.o r Ho.of r:o.of I~o.of No.of No.of No.of No.of No~of No.of No.of No.of 
flJSo bul- t1ys. bu1- flys. bu1- flys. bu1- flys, bul- flys. bul-

locks locks locks locks locks locks 
owr.ed owned owned owned owned owned - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Up to 5.00 - - - - -
5.1 to lC.OO 1 2 - - Cl' 

co 
10.1 to 15.00 3 10 4 14 2 4 2 4 1 2 2 4 

15.1 to 25.00 8 18 10 25 3 6 3 6 2 4 2 4 

25.1 to 50.00 3 5 2 4 1 2 1 2 2 6 2 4 
• 
Atove 50.00 2 6 3 15 -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
To tal 17 41 19 58 6 12 6 12 5 12 6 12 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Contd.,, 



Table 4.6A : (Continued) 

------ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Size of 
cultivated 
holdings 
(acres) 

Palasdeo 
--------------------------------------Before getting 
govt. land 
-----------------
No.of 
flys. 

No.of 
bullocks 
owned 

After getting 
govt. land 
-----------------No.of No.of 
flys. bullocks 

owned 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Up to 5.00 

5.1 to 10.00 

10.1 to 15.00 1 2 

15.1 to 25.00 1 2 2 4 

25.1 to 50.00 -
Above 50.00 - -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 1 2 3 6 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Kati 

--------------------------------------Before get tine After Ret t ir•r: 
govt.lnnd govt. lrmd 
----------------- -----------------No.of No.of No.of l1o.of 
flys. bullocks flys. bullocks 

o;m0J o;rned - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- 0' 
-.o 

2 6 3 8 

- -
1 4 1 4 

-
- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

3 10 4 12 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



T'lble t..Gg : Workir.t; Cattle Owned by the Landless Families Before 
Receiving the Government Land and After 

------ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Size of 
cultiv~ted 
hold 1:-.r· s 
(acre::;) 

- - - - -

Upto 5.00 

- -

).1 to 10.00 

10.1 to 15'.00 

1').1 to 2').00 

-

!lime aon 

----------------------------
be fore get t-
1r..: govt. Vmd 

After gett-
1nc govt.land 

------------- -------------r:o. of i:o.of ~lo.of No.of 
fly.;. bul- flys. bul-

locks locks 
own0J owned 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

-

1 6 l 1 

1 

- -

Kalas· 

Before gett
ing govt.land 

No.of No.of 
flys. bul-

locks 
owned 

- - - - - -

-
-

After gett
ing govt.land 

No.of No.of 
flys. bul-

locks 
owned 

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 1 6 2 3 -

-

Kandalgaon 
----------------------------
Before gett
ing govt.land 

No.o·f No.of 
flys. bul-

locks 
owned - - - - - - -

2 4 

3 6 

5 10 

-

After gett
ing govt.land 

No.of No.of 
flys. bul-

locks 
owned 

- - - - - -

3 5 

5' 9 

8 14 

-

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 



Table 4.6B : (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - -
Size of 
cultivated 
holdings 
(acres) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -
. Palasdeo 

--------------------------------------
Before getting 
govt. land 
-----------------
No.of 
flys. 

No.of 
bullocks 
owned 

After getting 
govt. land 
-----------------
No.of 
flys. 

No.of 
bullocks 
owned 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Kati 

--------------------------------------Before gettirl{; 
govt. land 
-----------------
No.of 
flys. 

No.of 
bullocks 
owned 

Aft~r f.0 t t 1nr, 
r:ovt. l<~nd 

-----------------
No.o f 
bullod.s 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Upto 5.00 

5.1 to 10.00 

10.1 to 15.00 - - 2 4 4 8 

15.1 to 25.00 - 1 1 1 2 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Total 1 1 2 4 5 10 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



72 

receiving the Government land, there were 2 families owning 
3 bullocks. The similar type of changes in the ownership 
of working cattle were noticed in the other four villages 
as well. . 

In Tables4.7A and 4.7B, we give the distribution of 
other livestock like milch cattle, young ones, sheep and 
goats owned by the two groups of cultivators according to 
their size of cultivated holdings. The ownership of other 
livestock as well, was more common wit, the cultivators 
cultivating both private and Government land. This was 
natural as these families had land of their own and they 
could produce fodder and could maintain milch cattle and 
other livestock. That ~ras not the case with the culti
vators cultivating only Government land. Host of these 
cultivators, .however, had gone for milch cattle and other 
livestock only after receiving the Government land for 
cultivation. Another point to be noted is that in both 
the groups of cultivators cow was gencr.:>.lly prsferred to 
buffaloe as milch cattle. The number of cows owned was 
considerably large than that of the buffaloes. This 
might be because buffaloes generally required more 
quantity of fodder than co~vs and were rather difficult 
to maintain in the scarcity areas. 

4.4 Agricultural Imnlements 

In Ta~les 4.8A and 4.8B, is given the distribution 
of major agricultural implements owned by tr.e cultivators 
in the two groups, according to their size of cultivated 
r.oldings. The two tables clearly bring o'.lt the differen::e 
in the two groups of cultivators as regards agricultural 
implements. It may be seen from Table 4.8A, that many of 
the cultivators in tbe first group own most of the im
portant a:;r !cult ural imphme:nt s like plough, harrow, 
seed-drill and bullock ca:-t. In r:imgaon, for exa:::ple, 
out of tbe 27 cultivators !n the first group, 10 families 
owned plollbhs, 21 families owned t.arrows, 20 fardlies 
ov:ned seed-drills and 15 facilies owne 4 bulloci<:-cart. 
Th~ average ~~ter of a~ricultural implement per report
in;; fa:n1l:.r .,.3s ::-,::>re than :;,r.e in the case ::;,f harrc•,...s and 
S'""d-drills only. ~:ore or l"'ss sir:Jilar was the case of 
the c:.Jltivators in tr.e first group at t!"le oth2r re:1aining 
villages (See Table 4.8A). As against this the o~~ership 
of tt.e ~~riculturP.l imple~ents wqs very poor in the 
second group ::>f cultivators. Thus, in :li:::e;'lon, c'.lt of 21 
fa:::il1es in t~e second group, only one h~d re;orted the 
o;..T.erz!lip of plough, h'l.r:-ows, seed-drill ar:d bullo::i<
c'>rt. A.ll tho:: rel:lainir..; faril1es did not c~~ a::y of 
thes" r..:':.jc-r i~·::'lE!:lents of agriculture. Tr.e s:~:::s W':ls 
case in the: otrt:" vil 1_ag·~s as ~o.·ell (See Table 4.83). 
The d1ffcr.:.nNl oetwc.:n the t~·o groups of cultiv3tors W':ls 
~a1nly becaJ~e t!-.e cultivstors in tile first gro·..:p h~-.d 
londs of their o~n since lon; nnd ;.;ere cultivstors in 
the real ~ense of t~e ter~. !~'l.t ;.;ss not the case with 
the fa~il!cs in the second group. They were recently 
g1v..:n tt;'" Go\'err.:::~..nt lsnd for cJlti·:~tbn :1:1::! ~-ere yet 
to settle cown in tt:.; o...:cup~t1on of !lgrl.:::ultur.c. Se
s1d.cs, th~~· 'Are all po::>r ar.::l C"JuU not 9.f!'orct to get 
sll t!1c ~qjor agriculturel i:::plc:::cr:ts within a s~:;,rt 
per1oJ. 



Table 4.7A • Livestock Owned by the Cultivator Families • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Size of cu1- Nimgaon 
tivated ------------------~---------------------------------------------------------------------
ho1di~s Milch cattle Young ones Sheep & CO·'l ts 
(acres ----------------------------------- ------------------- ----------------------------No.of Cows Buffa- Value Avg.No. No.of No.of Value No.of Sheep Value Avg.rlo. 

flys. loes of flys. nni- flys. ond of nn1-
cattle mals goats m'lls 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Up to 5.0 - -
5.1 to 10.00 1 1 1 400 2.00 1 2 212 1 2 100 2.0 

10.1 to 15.00 5 9 3 2150 2.4 3 5 175 5 35 1500 7.0 
'1 
l.w 

15.1 to 25.00 9 13 4 2175 1.9 6 8 1295 10 273 12360 27.3 

25.1 to 50.00 3 8 1 2250 3.0 2 6 525 3 9 560 3.0 

Above 50.00 3 16 2 2591 6.0 3 19 105'0 1 89 3500 e9.o 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 21 47 11 9566 2.8 15 40 3257 20 408 18020 20,4 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Contd ••• 



Table 4.?A : (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Size of cul- Kalas 
tivated ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
hold ir,~ s H1lch cattle Young ones ·Sheep & goats 
(acres ----------------------------------- ------------------- --·-------------------------

r:o.of Cows Buffa- Value Avg.No. No.of No.of Value No.of Sheep Value Avg.No• 
flys. loes of flys. ani- flys. and of ani-

cattle mals goats mals 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Up to 5.0 - - -· 
5.1 to 10.00 - - - - - -· 

10.1 to 15.00 2 3 300 1.5 2 4 180 1 3 150 3.0 
..._;) 

+ 
15.1 to 25.00 3 4 - 350 1.) 2 2 100 3 116 4100 38.6 

25.1 to 50.00 l 1 - 100 1.0 - - 1 40 1500 40.0 

Above 50.00 - - - -- - -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 6 8 ?50 lo3 4 6 280 5 159 5750 31.8 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Contd ••• 



Table 4.7A • (Continued) • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Size of cul- Kandaleaon 
tivated ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
holdi~s Milch cattle Young ones Sheep & eoats 
(acres ----------------------------------- ------------------- ----------------------------

No.of Cows Buffa- Value Avg.No. No.of No.of Value No.of Sheep Value Avr,. Ii0. 
flys. loes of flys. ani- flys. and of ani-

cattle mals goats m.'lls 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Up to 5'.0 - - -

5'.1 to 10.00 - . - -
10.1 to 15'.00 2 2 1 475' 1.5' 1 1 100 2 10 5'00 5'.0 

"-) 

15'.1 to 25'.00 2 2 25'0 1.0 1 1 100 2 12 5'25' 6.0 V\ 

25'.1 to 5'0.00 2 3 . - 25'0 1.5' 2 4 5'50 1 3 200 ).0 

Above 5'0.00 -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 6 7 1 975' 1.3 4 6 750 5' 25 1225' 5.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Contd ••• 



TAble 4.?A : (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Palasdeo Size of cul

tivated 
hold1n~s 
(acres) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
H1lch cattle Young ones 

----------------------------------- -------------------
Ho.o f 
fl;s. 

Cows 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Up to 5.0 -
5.1 to 10.00 1 1 

10.1 to 15.00 

15.1 to 25.00 1 1 

25.1 to 50.00 - -
Above 50.00 -

Buffa
loes 

Value 

- - - - -
-
- 100 

-
- 50 

-
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 2 2 150 

Avg.No. 
of 
cattle 

1.0 

1.0 

r:o.of 
flys. 

1 

- - - -
1.0 1 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

No.of Value 
ani-
mals 

- -

1 50 

- -
-
1 50 

. Sheep & goats 
----------------------------
No~of 
flys. 

-

2 

-
-

2 

Sheep 
and 
goats 

-

-
41 

-

Value 

1675 

-

Avg.No. 
of ani
mals 

20.5 

-
-

- - - - - - - - - - -
41 1675 

- - - - - - - - - - -

Contd ••• 



Table 4.7A : (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Kati Size of cul

tivated 
holdings 
(acres) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Milch cattle Young ones 
----------------------------------- -------------------No.of Cows Buffa- Value 
flys. loes 

- - - - - - - - - - -
Up to 5.0 

5.1 to 10.00 - - -
10.1 to 15.00 3 3 2 1750 

15.1 to 25.00 -
25.1 to 50.00 2 4 3 1050 

Above 50.00 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 5 7 5 2800 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

-

-

Avg.No. 
or 
cattle 

No.of No.of Value 
flys. ani-

mals ------
-

- -
1.6 2 5 1550 

-
1 4 1425 

- - - - - - - - - - -
2.4 3 9 2975 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Sheep & go9.ts 
----------------------------t;o.of Sheep Value 
flys. and 

goats 

Avg.llo. 
of ani-
mal:;; 

- - - - - - - - - -
-

1 1 75 1.0 

- -
2 6 250 ).0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - -
3 7 325 2.5 

- - - - - - - - - - - - -



T~ble 4.ZR : Livestock Owned by the Landless Families Cultivating 
Only the Government Land 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Size of cul- Nirngaon 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
t1vated ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
hold ir:) s Nilch cattle Young ones Sheep & goats 
(!lcres ----------------------------------- -----------·-------- ----------------------------' 

r:o.o~ Cows Buffa- Value Avg.No. No.of No.of Value No.of Sheep Value Avg .No. 
flys. loes of flys. ani- flys. and of ani-

cattle mals goats mals - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Up to 5.00 - - - - -
5.1 to 10.00 3 4 - 320 1.3 1 1 50 1 1 50 1.0 

10.1 to 15.00 6 8 1 1300 lo3 8 1675 6 25 1455 4.2 

15.1 to 2).00 2 1 1 350 1.0 1 10 300 10.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 11 13 2 1970 1.4 6 9 1725 8 36 1805 4.5 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 

- -

- -
....:~ 
(X) 



Table 4.7B • (Continued) • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Size of cul- Kalas 
tivated ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
holdings Milch cattle Young ones Sheep & goats 
(acres) ----------------------------------- ------------------- ----------------------------No.of Cows Buffa- Value Avg.No. No.of No.of Value No.of Sheep Valun. Avg.No. 

flys. loes of flys. ani- flys. and of ani-
cattle mals coats !!'Ills 

- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Up to 5.00 - - - - - - -
5.1 to 10.00 2 ? 100 1.0 'l 

"' 
10.1 to 15.00 2 2 1 500 1.5 2 2 35' 2 7 850 3·5 

15.1 to 25.00 3 3 300 1.0 1 1 25' 1 3 15'0 3.0 

- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -
Total 5 5 1 800 1.2 3 3 60 5 12 1100 2.4 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - -

Contd ••• 



T~ble 4.7R : (Continued) 

------- -------------------------- - -.---------------- ---
Kandalgaon Size of c•.Jl

t 1 va ted ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
~~ilch cattle Young ones hold 1r.c s 

(llCf€S) ----------------------------------- -------------------

------
Upto 5.00 

5.1 to 10.00 

10.1 to 15.00 

15.1 to 2).00 

!~o.of Cows 
fl:,r s. 

5 6 

5 6 

- - - - - - - - - - - -
TotFI1 10 12 

- - - - - - - -

Buffa
loes 

Value 

535 

- -
1160 

A.vg.No. 
of 
cattle 

No.of 
flys. 

No.of 
ani
mals - - - - - - - - - -

1 2 

1.2 6 

1.2 2 2 

Value 

150 

320 

80 

- - - - - - - - - - - -
1.2 8 10 550 

Sheep & goats 
----------------------------
No.of 
flys. 

2 

2 

2 

-. 
6 

Sheep 
and 
goats 

Value Avg.No. 
of ani
mals - - - - - - - - - - - - -

5 300 2.5 

4 225 2.0 

9 650 4.5 

- - - - - - - - -. - --. 
18 1175 .. 3o0 

- - - - - - - -

Contd ••• 

o:> 
0 



Table 4.7B : (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Size of cul- Palasdeo 
tivated ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
holdings Milch cattle Young ones Sheep & go'lts 
(acres) ----------------------------------- ------------------- ----------------------------

No.of Cows Buffa- Value Avg.No. No.of No.of Value No.of Sheep Value Av1;, tio • 
flys. 1oes of flys. ani- flys. nnd of ani-

clltt1e ma1s fO·'l t G mals 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Up to 5.00 

5.1 to 10.00 en ..... 

10.1 to 15.00 

15.1 to 25.00 3 3 425 1,0 1 1 40 3 7 350 2.3 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 3 3 425 1.0 1 1 40 3 7 350 2-3 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - ·- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Contd ••• 



T<lhl" 4.7B : (Continu~d) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Size of cul- Kati 
tivated ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
hold 1r.,: s Hilch cattle Young ones Sheep & goats 
(Flcrts) ----------------------------------- ------------------- ---·------------------------

t.0.of C0WS Buffa- Value Avg.No. N0.of No.of Value No.of Sheep Value Avg.No. 
fl;ys. loes or flys. ani- flys. and of ani-

c11ttle mll.ls goats mals 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Vpto 5.00 3 3 250 1.0 1 1 125 3 8 375 2.6 

5.1 t0 10.00 CD 
1\) 

10.1 to 15.00 4 5 825 1.2 2 3 500 3 6 300 2.0 

15.1 to 25.00 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - ~ - .-. 
To till 7 8 1075 1.1 3 4 625 6 14 675 2.) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



Table 4.8A : Agricultural Implements Owned by the Cultivator Families 

Size of 
cultivated 
holdings 
(acres) 

- - - - -

Up to 5.0 

5.1 to 10.00 

10.1 to 15.00 

15.1 to 25.00 

25.1 to 50.00 

Above 50.00 

- - - - - - -
Total 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Nimgaon 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Ploughs Harrows Seed-drills Bullock carts Pumptnr. sets 
---------------- ---------------- ---------------- ----------------- ------------------

1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1 1 10 1.0 1 1 lCO 1.0 

2 2 135 1.0 4 7 94 1.7 4 4 72 1.0 3 3 750 1.0 

3 3 280 1.0 11 15 207 1.4 11 12 221 1.2 7 7 1625 1.0 

2 2 175 1.0 2 4 70 2.0 2 3 55 1.5 1 1 375 1.0 2 2 7250 1.0 
-

3 3 160 1.0 3 7 105 2.3 3 6 145 2.0 3 3 1100 1.0 3 4 16000 1.3 

- - - - - - ------ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
10 10 750_ 1.0 21 34 486 1.6 20 25 493 l.J 15 15 3950 1.0 5 6 23250 1.2 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ------- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ------
1 = No. of owner families 3 = Value 

2 = No. of implements 4 = Average No.of implements 

Contd ••• 

co ...., 



------
Size of 
cultivat~d 
!-.0 1 d 1 r.r s 
(acre.>) 

(Continu•?d) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Kalas 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PloU[hs Harrows Sced-dr ills Bullock carts Pumping sets 

---------------- ---------------- ---------------- ----------------- ------------------
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

L'pto 5.0 

5.1 to 10.00 -
10.1 t0 15.00 2 2 20 1.0 2 2 30 1.0 1 1 250 1.0 

1'./.1 to 2'./.00 2 2 150 1. 0 4 4 40 1.0 4 4 65 1.0 1 1 200 1.0 

25.1 to 50.00 1 1 15 1.0 1 1 20 1.0 

At>ovc r;o. 00 

Total 2 2 150 1.0 7 7 75 1.0 7 7 115 1.0 2 2 450 1.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 



Table 4.8A : (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Size of Kandalgaon 
cultivated --------------------------~----------------------------------------------------------------
ho1dii5s Ploughs Harrows Seed-drills Dullock carts Pump 1ne sets 
(acres ---------------- ---------------- ---------------- ----------------- ------------------1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 ~ 4 .I - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

:· 

Up to 5.0 - - ·-
5.1 to 10.00 - - - -~ 

10.1 to 15.00 1 1 75 1.0 2 2 30 1.0 2 2 40 1.0 1 1 100 1.0 

15.1 to 25.00 7 3 3 25 1.0 2 2 50 1.0 1 1 300 1.0 - -
25.1 to 50.00 1 1 80 1.0 2 2 35 1.0 2 2 40 1.0 2 2 lf00 1.0 

Above 50.00 - - -
. - - - - - - ·- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Total 2 2 155 1.0 7. 7 90 1.0 6 6 130 1.0 4 4 800 1.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 

()') 
Vl 



T~ble 4.8A : (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Size of 
cultivated 
hold 1r;p s 
(acr~s) 

- - - - -

Up to ).0 

5.1 to 10.00 

10.1 to 15.00 

15.1 to ~5.00 

25.1 to 50.00 

Above 50.00 

- - - - - - -
Total 

Palasdeo 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Plouehs Harrows Seed-drills Bullock carts Pumping sets 
--·------------- ---------------- ---------------- ----------------- -------------------1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -- - - -

- - - - -. -
- 1 1 10 1.0 - - - - -

1 1 10 1.0 1 1 20 1.0 1 1 300 1.0 -
- 1 1 25 1.0 1 1 30 1.0 1 1 200 1.0 - -

- - - - - -
- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -·- - - - - - -

- - 3 3 45 1.0 2 2 50 1.0 2 2 5'00 1.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 

CD 
0' 



Table 4.8A • • (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Size of 
cultivated 
holdings 
(acres) 

Up to 5.0 

5.1 to 10.00 

10~1 to 15.00 

15.1 to 25.00 

25.1 to 50.00 

Above 50.00 

.- - - - - - -

Total . 

- - - - -

Kat! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ploughs Harrows Seed-drills Bullock carts Pumping seta 

---------------- ---------------- ---------~------ ----------------- -------------------1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- -
- - - - -

• 
2 2 320 1.0 3 3 45 1.0 3 3 50 1.0 1 1 4·oo 1.0 1 1 3800 1.0 

- - - - - - -
1 1 90 1.0 2 3 6~ 1.5 1 1 35 1.0 1 1 300 1.0 1 1 2000 1.0 

- -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

3 3 410 1.0 5 6 110 1.2 4 4 85 1.0 2 2 700 1.0 2 2 5800 1.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Ctl 
--..J 



Table 4.83 : Agricultural Implements Owned by the Landless Families 
Cultivating Only the Government Land 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Nimgaon Size of 

cultivated 
hold in~ s 
(acres, 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Ploughs Harrows 
----------------- ----------------
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -

Llpto 5.00 - - -

5.1 to 10.00 - - -

10.1 to 15.00 - -

15.1 to 25.00 1 1 100 1.0 1 1 20 1.0 

Seed-drills -------------·---
1 2 3 4 -· - - - - - - - -

-

-

-

1 1 25 1.0 

Bullock carts 
------------------1 2 

l 1 

3 

-

-' 

200 

4 

1.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Total 1 1 100 1.0 1 1 20 1.0 1 1 25 1.0 1 1 200 1.0 

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
l .. r:o.of families 2 = No.of plouchs 3 = Value 4 = Average No.of ploughs 

Contd ••• 

co 
():) 



Table 4. 8B t 

Size of 
cultivated 
holdin&s 
(acres) 

Upto 5.00 

5.1 to 10.00 

10.1 to 15.00 

15.1 to 25.00 

Total 

(Continued) 

-Kalas 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Ploughs Harrows Seed-drills Bullock carts 
----------------- ---------------- ---------------- ------------------
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 

-

- - - -

- - -

- 2 2 25 1.0 2 2 45 1.0 1 1 250 1.0 

- - 2 2 25 1.0 2 2 45 1.0 1 1 250 1.0 

Contd ••• 



T~ble 4.E'B s (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Kandalgaon Size or 

cultivated 
hold 1r:J; s 
(acre:.;) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
P1out,hs Harrows Seed-drills Bullock carts 

----------------- ·---------------
1 2 3 4 • 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4' 1 2 3 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -

• t:p to 5. 00 -
5.1 to 10.00 -

10.1 to 1).00 1 1 90 1.0 3 3 50 1.0 3 3 50 1.0 1 1 150 1.0 

15.1 to 25.00 1 1 100 1.0 3 3 40 1.0 4 4 80 1.0 1 1 400 1.0 

- - - - - !. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Total 2 2 190 1.0 6 6 90 1.0 7 7 130 1.0 2 550 1.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -
Contd ••• 



Table 4.8B 

Size of 
cultivated 
holdings 
(acres) 

Upto 5.00 

• • 

5.1 to 10.00 

10.1 to 15.00 

15.1 to 25.00 

Total 

(Cant inued) 

Palasdeo 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ploughs Harrows Seed-drills Bullock carts 
----------------- -·-------------- ---------------- ------------------1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 

- -
-

2 2 30 1.0 - -

2 2 30 1.0 

Contd ••• 



T'\bl<:> 4.8B l (Continued) 

---------------------------------------------- ------- ---Kati S1::c of 
cultivated 
hold1r~s 
(acres} 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
P1ouehs Harrows Sced-dr 111 s Bullock carts Pumping sets 

-------------- ---------------1 2 3 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Upto 5.00 -

5.1 to 10.00 - - - -

10. 1 to 15. 00 1 1 80 1.0 4 4 50 1.0 4 t~ 75 1. 0 2 2 450 1.0 

15. 1 to 25'. 00 1 l 125 1.0 l l 20 1.0 1 1 25 1.0 1 1 400 1.0 l 1 5000 1.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 2 2 205 1.0 5 5 70 1.0 5 5 100 1.0 3 3 850 1.0 1 1 5000 1.0 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

\.{) 
1\) 
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S0il T;Tc of t~e Gnvern::-ent Vmd D1str1t>uted f0r 
Cultiv'ltbn 

:n Ta':>le 4.9, we give the soil tJ·pes of the Govern
:fnt land civen to different f3cilies for cultivation in 
t!1e r::.ve vlllabes. In all, five tn<.>s of SJ11 were found. 
In ::1::ga~:1 tr.e 11t;t.t tne of .:;oil "·as predou;inent in the 
t~t'll distributed land. Its prc~ortion was as hi~h as 
61.49 Fr .::ent of the total Government land distributed in 
the villa&e• The other types of so11 - li~ht black, red 
silt anj stoney - wer0 fo~~d on a very u;inor areas. It is 
i=Fortant to note that in Kalas, ne'lrly three-fourth of 
t:-.e t::>tal distributed land ... -as of stoney type. The remain
ing area (25.68 per cent) was of ligl1t soil. The Govern
~ent land distributed in Kalas was entirely of a very low 
quality. In this village, therefore, a large proportion 
of the Goverrwent land distributed, could not be brought 
'-"l'dtr cultivation. We found, four fa!!lllies in this village, 
wjo "·ere not interested in the land given t::> them for 
cultivation as it was of a very p::>or quality. They report
ed that the entire area of land (47.50 acres) is rocky 
whic:1 could not be brought under plough. They were 
Fre~ared to return the land to the Government any day. In 
such cases it was difficult to understand ... ny such un
c~ltivable land was distributed at all for cultivation. 

In J:andalgaon and Kati the Government land given out 
for cultivation was comparatively of better quality. More 
than 90 pAr cent of the total distributed land in Ksndal
gaon \vas of black soil. Half of this ..r.1s heavy black and 
half, light black. The remaining area was of red silt. 
In Kati also more than 55 per cent of the total distribut
ed land was of black soil. Of the remaining area, nearly 
37 per cent was of light soil and 6 per cent, of stoney 
type. In Palasdeo, more than three-fourth of the total 
Government land distributed for cultivation was of light 
soil and stoney. .The rest was of light black soil. 

4.6 Areas Brought Under Cult!vation 

In Tables 4.10A and 4.10B, we give the area brought 
under cultivation and its proportion to the total .Govern
ment land distributed for cultivation to the cultivators 
in both the groups. It may be seen from Table 4.10A, that 
except in Y~las and Palasdeo, in all other villages, more 
tr.an 80 per cent of the total Government land distributed 
was brought under cultivation by the cultivators in the 
first group. In Kalas and Pa"lasdeo, however, the propor
tion of such land was comparatively low- 59.68 and 52.16 
p8r cent respectively. More or less similar was the case 
v1ith the cultivators in the se.cond group. In the case of 
these cultivators also the proportion of land brought 
under plough was high in-all the villages except in Kalas 
and Palasdeo. It was 73.54 per cent of the total dis
tributed land in Nimgaon; 85.44 per,cent in Kandalgaon; 
and 91.12 per cent, in Kati. In Kalas and Palasdeo1 the 
proportion of such land was as low as 56.31 and 51.40 per 
cent respectively. In these two villages the proportion 
of land brought under cultivation was low in the case of 
both the groups of cultivators, as large areas of the 
Government land distributed for cultivation was of light 
soil and rocky. Another point to be noted is that many 
of the cultivators in the second group, particularly those 



'i'~(,}f?' 4.9 • Typ.:; of S,J11 Availabla in the Governn.ent Lands Given Out for Cultiv::~tion • - -· 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .. - - - - - - .. - - - - - - - -· - - - - - - -
·;:(pe of 1.u.d di::Jcaon l::~.l'is KandHlgao!l · Pa1as:it>o Kati 

-------------· -------------- _ .. ____ ·------ --- -------------- -· -- -·~--------
Area % Area ~ I Areo. % Area % Area % 
of of of of of 
land l3nd lo.J'!d land land 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Heavy bl11ck - 129.76 42.16 54.26 30.66 

Lif!ht bhcl-: 89.0) 16.6) 153.41 49.86 54.65 20.92 45.46 25.68 

Red silt )8.61 7.22 24.57 7.98 ~ 
+ 

L1rht f.') 11 328.75 61.49 72.81 25.88 101.03 38.67 66.04 37· 32 

!;toney 78.28 14.64 208.48 74.12 105.59 40.41 11.23 6. 34 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -·- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Totnl 5 31+. 69 100,00 281.29 100.00 307-74 100,00 261.27 10 •• 00 176.99 100.00 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



Table 4.10A • Area Brought Under Cultivation by the Cultivator • 
Families According to Size of Holdings 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Size of Nimgaon Kalas KandalgAon 
cultivated -------------------------- -------------------------· --------------------------holdings Total Area. Propor- Total Area Propor- To till Area Propor-
(acres) area of brought tion area of. brought t1on area of brourht t1on 

govt. under govt. under rovt. under 
land cul ti- land cult!- land .cult!-

vat ion vat ion vat ion - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
5.1 to lG.OO 14.83 14.83 100.00 6.88 1+.00 58.14 -

10.1 to 15.00 38.36 35.36 92.18 28.)8 18.00 63.42 28.)1 28.31 100.00 

"' VI 

15.1 to 25·.00 129.21 100.49 '77 ·"77 70.19' 40.48 57.67 39.7/ 27.86 70.00 

25.1 to 50.00 90.38 78.23 86.56 16.00 10.00 62.50 46.81 }4.00 72.6) 

Above 50.00 24.91 24.91 100.00 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 297.69 25 3· 82 85.26 121.45 72.48 59.68 114.91 90.17 78.47 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Con'::d ••• 



T~tlc 4.10A 1 (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Palasdeo Kati G1ze of 

cultivated 
hold1r.rz 
(~teres) 

------------------------------------ ------------------------------------
Total nrc:a 
or rovt. 
hnd 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
5.1 to 10.00 10.55 

10.1 to 15.00 7.00 

15.1 to 25.(0 

2).1 to 5J.00 -
A.i..,ove ~().00 

Area 
Lrou&ht 
under cu1-
t1v::~tbn 

4.00 

41.01 

Propor
tion 

57.14 

Total area 
of govt. 
land 

41.26 

23.06 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Tot1.l 8).11 52.16 64.32 

Area 
brought 
under cul
tivation 

-
41.26 

21.53 

- - - - - - - - -

Propor
tion 

100.00 

93-37 

97.62 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



Table 4.10B : Area Brought Under Cultivation by the Landless Fatnilies Cultivating 
Only Government L~nd According to Size of Holdings 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Size of Nimgaon Kalas 

- - - - - - - - - - - - -
Knnd::~lgon 

cultivated -------------------------- -------------------------- --------------------------holdings Total Area Prop or- Total Area Prop or- Total Area Prop or-
(acres) area of brought tion area of brought tion area of brought tton 

govt. under govt. under govt. under 
land culti- land culti- lnnd culti-

vat ion vAt ion vat ion - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Up to 5.00 - - -

5.1 to 10.00 44.33 34.33 77.44 16.00 16.00 100.00 31.17 29.49 94.61 

10.1 to 15.00 129.49 104. 31 80.55 42.00 78.62 

15.1 to 25.00 63.18 35.18 55.68 71.13 32o00 4lt. 99 83.C4 6).83 76.87 

- -· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 237.00 173· 82 73· 34 159.84 90.00 56.31 192.83 164.76 85.44 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 

'>D 
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TRble 4.10?. : (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -------
Palasceo Kati Size of 

cultivated 
t.old1nes 
(acres) 

------------------------------------ -----------------------------------

- - - - - - - - - -
Upto 5.00 

5.1 to 10.00 

10.1 to 15.00 

15.1 to 2).00 

- - - - - - - - - - -
Total 

Total area 
of govt. 
land 

Area 
brought 
under cul
tivation 

Propor
tion 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
-

. 178.16 

- - - - - - - - - - - -
178.16 91.58 51.40 

Total area 
"of govt. 
land 

Area . 
brought 
under cul
tivation - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

9.00 

65.99 

37.68 

Propor
tion 

-:; .... - -

100.00 

100.00 

73-46 

-- -- -- -·- - - - - - - - - - - - - -
112.67 102.67 91.12 

----------------------------- -·------------- -------
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bt:br.gir.g to the Ead:;.'Srd Cbss, h:1d lease-d-out the Govcrn
;:::er.t.lard &ivcn to th<'r: for cultivation and tl1osc t~nants 
hsd bro\.;[ht 1t u:1der cultivatbn. It is, therE:fore, no 
;;~prise ttat ti~<> proporthn of land br='u&ht under cultiva
ti~n ~as eq~ally high in tte case of these cultivat~rs as 
;;e 11. 

In Tables 4.11A a~d 4.11E, is given the total expenses 
;.·hich tr.e c~ltiv'l.t::>rs in th.:: two t;r.Jups h'ld inc:.;rreJ, to 
tring the Gover~~ent lan= und£r cultivation. The avtra[e 
ex;enses per acre in each of the size groups of the cul
tivated l:oldir-t;s are alf;:) given in tr.e S'il:le tables. It 
::cay te seen fro!:l Table 4.llA, that in the case of the 
cultivators in the first gro~p, c~lt1vating privately own
ed and the Governwent land, tl'le average expenses of bring
ing the Goverr~ent land under plough were 1:1ore than Rs.lOO 
per acre in all the villages •. It was the highest (Rs.l41.66 
per acre) in Ni~gaon and the lo~est (Rs.ll4.27 per acre) in 
Kalas. In the case of the cultivators in the second group, 
cc;ltivating only the Goverrment land, the •:werage expenses 
of such t)~e were below Rs.lOO per acre in all the villages, 
except in Kat!. It v~ried between Rs.85.98 per acre in 
l;i::gaon and Rs.355.70 per acre in Kat!. In Kat! the 
average expenses per acre .. ere considerably high because 
of the case of the politicql sufferer r~ferred to earlier, 
who had invested ~ore than Rs.20,000 in the Government 
lanu given to him for cultivation. He dug two wells in
curring an expenditure of about Rs.lo,ooo, and had brought 
!!lore than half of the land under irrigation. He spent a 
large a~ount (Rs.5,000) in levelling the entire area of 
the land. He reported that the entire amount which he had 
spent on bringing the land under cultivation and on its 
improvements was his o~n. He was very specific in s~ying 
that he diQ not take eny loan from any credit co-opera
tives or any goYernrnent agency. Another interesting case 
of bringing the Government land ur0er cultivation was that 
of the Mahar family in Nimgaon village. This family had 
taken keen interest in the land given to him and had 
brought its entire area (12.98 acres) under cultivation. 
He had ploughed the area for three times, had removed all 
shrubs and weeds for two times and had collected all 
stones in the field and constructed bunds on four sides 
of the land. He did all these with his family labour, 
spending small amount onlY on b.ullock labour. Besides 
this, he had dug a well for irrigation with the·help of 
family labour alone. He had spent about Rs .2,500 on the 
equipments required for digging well. He raised this 
much amount by selling all the goats and sheep which he 
had. He had tried for a loan from the credit co-opera-
tive society in the village but could not get it. 

Except these two, other families in all the villages 
had not taken much interest in developing the Government 
land given to them. They generally ploughed it once or 
twice, removed small shrubs and weeds and put it under 
cultivation. Many of the families had not even ploughed 
the land. They harrowed it for three or four times and 
put it under some crop like jowar or bajara. The average 
expenses per acre of bringing the land under cultivation 
v1ere, therefore low in all the villages. 



T<~ble 4.1H • Cost of Bringing the Goverrunent Land Under Cultivation • 
for the Cultivator Families 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·- - -
Siz.: vf N!::g'l<""l Kalas Kandalgaon 
cultivated ------------------------ ·----------------------- ------------------------
I-1old 1r~::; A:rea Total Average A:rea Total Average Area Total Average 
(acres) brought cost C?St brought cost cost brought cost cost 

under per acre upder per -acre tmder per acre 
cult!- cult!- cult!-
vat ion vat ion vat ion 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .,. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Up to 5.00 - :.. -
).1 to 10.00 14.83 1535 103.51 4.00 370 92.50 

1-' 

10.1 to 15.00 35-36 2520 71.27 18.00 1800 100.00 28.31 2760 97.49 0 
0 

15.1 to 25.00 100.49 14382 143.12 l+0.48 4580 113.14 27.86 3680 132.09 

25'.1 to 50.00 78.23 12940 165.41 10.00 15 32 153.20 34.00 5320 156.47 

ALr;V(; 50.00 24.91 4580 183.86 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 253.82 35957 141.66 72.48 8282 114.27 90.17 11760 130.42 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 



Table 4.11A : (Continued) 

------- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Pa1asdeo Kati Size of 
cultivated 
holdings 
(acres) 

--------------------------------- ---------------------------------Area brought 
under culti
vation 

Total 
cost 

- - - - -
Upto 5.00 

5.1 to 10.00 790 

10.1 to 15.00 4.00 400 

15.1 to 2).00 41.01 5560 

25.1 to 50.00 

Above 50.00 - -
- - ------------ -.-
Total 52.16 6750 

Average 
cost per 
ncre 

Area brought 
under cul ti
vation 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

110.49 

100.00 41.26 

135.58 

21.53 

129.41 62.79 

Total 
cost 

4630 

-
3130 

7760 

Avcrr:J.r,c 
cost per 
acre 
- - - - - -

112.22 

14).38 

12 3-59 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

..... 
0 ..... 



T<~ble 4.11~ : Cost of 13r11'l1:1nc the Gcwermr.ent Land Under Cuhivation 
for n.e L"lnj lc: ss :ram 111e s 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Size of 
cult1vate>·1 
t.olJ1r;rs 
(acres) 

------
Upto 5,00 

-

10.1 to 15.00 

15.1 t'J 2).00 

- - - - - - -
Tot'l1 

- - - - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

Nimgaon 

------------------------Area Total Average 
brought cost C05t 
under per acre 
cult1-
vatl;:>n 
- - - - - - - - - - - - -

-

34.33 2660 77.48 

104.31 8385 80,38 

35.18 3900 111.86 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
17 3· 82 14945 85.98 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Kalas Kandalgaon 
------------------------ -------------------------
Area Total Average Area Total Average 
brought cost cost brought cost cost 
under per acre under per .~ere 

cult!- cult!-
vat ion vat ion 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

16.00 1200 75.00 29.49 1865 

42.00 3600 71.44 4890 68.45 

32.00 4000 125.00 63.83 6610 103.56 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
90.00 8800 97-78 164.76 13365 .81.12 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 

1-' 
0 
ru 



Table ~.llB : (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Size of 
cultivated 
holdings 
(acres) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

U.EJto 5. oo 

5.1 to 10.00 

10.1 to 15.00 

15.1 to 25.00 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 

' - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Palasdeo 
---------------------------------Area brought Total Average 
under culti- cost cost per 
vat ion acre 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

91.58 9980 108.97 

- ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - -
91.58 9980 108.97 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - -

- -

- -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Kati 

-----------------~---------------Area broUi;ht Totn.l Avcrr>.r:e 
under culti- cost cost per 
vat ion acre - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

900 100.00 

65.99 5120 77-59 

?7.68 30500 1101.88 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
.102.67 36520 355-70 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

.... 
0 
VJ 



104 

4.8 f!opping Pattern on the Government Land 

In Tables 4.12A and 4.12B, we give the crops grown on 
the Government land in 1968-69 by th~ cultivators i~ the 
two groups in all the. villages. It may be noted from the 
two tables, that in both the groups of cultivators jowar 
was the only major crop which was extensively grown on the 
Government land. Safflower is taken as mixed crop along 
with jowar. In the case of the cultivators in the first 
group, the area under jowar was as high as 99.3 per cent of 
the total land in Nimgaon; 94.5 per cent in Kalas; 99.2 per 
cent in Kandalgaon, and 92.1 per cent in Palasdeo. In Y.ati 
the entire area of the Government land was put to jowar. 
In the case of the cultivators in the second group as well 
the proportion of the area put under jov1ar was equally high 
except in Kati. In Kati only it was slightly low - 86.7 
per cent of the total Government land brought under cultiva
tion. Such a wide preference for jowar was largely due to 
four factors: (1)- low quality of son·; (2) scarcity of 
rainfall, (3) low cost of cultivation; and (4) staple food 
is jowar. The cultivators in the villages reported that 
quality of the Government land distributed for cultivation 
was very low where only the coarse crops like jovmr and 
bajra could be grown. They preferred jowar as it yields 
better fodder thAn bajra. Jowar is a hardy plant and is 
suited to the areas where rainfall is rather low. Besides 
its cultivation is very cheap and simple. Its seedf are 
very cheap and its interculturing operations are not many. 
Lastly the cultivators generally prefer jowar as it is the 
staple food for thee. 

The cultivation practice followed for jowar, p~rti
cularly in the Gover~~ent lands was si~~le. In all the 
villages j0\4ar ws.s ;:rov.n as a rabi crop. The lar.d is 
generally plougt.ed in April or !1ay. Ploughing is done 
across the slope, l'.b0ut six inches deep and is largely 
carried out with t!:ree to four pairs of bullocks. H'lrrow
ing is undertaken in June and J•.1l:,· and the land is g2nerally 
harrowed for t .. ·o to three tit:Jes. After each harrowir.g the 
uprooted stubbles, "eeds, and shrubs E:tc., are collected 
and the lend is cleaned. 1-lP..nure is generally not applied 
to the crops on the Governc0nt l~r.d as the quality o: soil 
is very poor and the cultivators feel th3.t they cay not 
recoup the cost of t::anure applied. Secondly, the cultivators 
reported that jow~r crop fEts scorched ea~lier an tte 
m&nured lends wht:never r~in3 are poor. Tte cultivators, 
therefore, do not apply canure or fertilizers to tte crops 
gro,.n on poor qu'llity soils. The rabi jow:1r is ger.ers.ll;r 
sawn in S.cptetr.ber after receiving or.e or two s!:'la .. '€rs of 
south-~ast wonsoon. In the case of Govern=er.t l'lr.d, so .. -
ing has to b.:: dor•e ,..1th1n a day or two afte:r ::-ai!'ls as t!-.3 
lend being very poor do not retsin coistw-e for lor.;. This 
got':S ratht:r di:flcult for tho:: cc~ltivstors 'Aha co n;:-: o•:n 
~o~arkir.g cattle. Tr.ey do not es.sily get worki:1g cattle e>n 
hire in the sERson ar;J tll.:!r sowin,:: i~ delayed, snd it 
ult1rr:etely rezults in Foor ;rield of the jow:1r crop. After 
sowing, hoei!".g is don" for two or three ti::es in Octo::er 3.!1C: 
t:ovccbcr. iio ott.er intercultll!'ir.g oper'ltio!". is cs.rr~ej o..;t. 
!ls.rv.:ctirlb of Jow!lr crop L; dot.e in Ja:1t.::lrj" ar.d F_;br:.nr::t• 

In Tables 4.12A. and 4.12D, w give t~.e avers,;e yieU 
pt:r acre of different cro;cs gro,.n 0r. the Covern::,'nt ls.:-.ds 
by the cultiv!ltors in th<' t~o~o groups. It t:'ay be noted t!:'l3.t 



Table 4.12A • Cropping Pattern Followed by the Cultivator Farnilie s • 
on the Government Land 

- - - - - .... - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Crop Nimgaon Kalas Kanrifllr,aon 

------------------------------ ------------------------------ ------------------------------Area Yield Value Avg. Area Yield Vnlue .II.V{?,o Area Yield Vnlue Av<:. 
in in yield in in yield in in yh:ld 
qts. Rs. per qts. R;. per qt So R:. !Jr:r 

acre acre f.! ere - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Jowar 252.14 203.00 1865.00 0.81 68.48 17.50 2277.00 0.25 8').42 64.00 6lttO. 00 o.n 
Safflower 6.50 390.00 -
Paddy 1.00 7.00 700.00 7.00 

..... 
Linseed 0.68 1.00 150.00 1.47 - 0 

V\ 

Blackgram - 4,00 1.00 50.00 0.25 - - -
Gram 0.50 0.50 6o.oo 1.00 

Peas - 0.25 0.50 30.00 2.00 

Mataki -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 253.82 3105.00 72.48 2327.00 90.17 62 30.00 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 
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4.8 Cropping Pattern on the Government Land 

In Tables 4.12A and 4.12B, we give the crops grown on 
the Government land in 1968-69 by the cultivators i~ the 
two groups in all the. villages. It may be noted from the 
two tables, that in both the groups of cultivators jowar 
was the only major crop which was extensively grown on the 
Government land. Safflower is taken as mixed crop along 
with jowar. In the case of the cultivators in the first 
group, the area under jowar was as high as 99.3 per cent of 
the total land in Nimgaon; 94.5 per cent in Kalas; 99.2 per 
cent in Kandalgaon, and 92.1 per cent in Palasdeo. In Kati 
the entire area of the Government land was put to jowar. 
In the case of the cultivators in the second group as well 
the proportion of the area put under jov1ar was equally high 
except in Kati. In Kati only it was slightly low - 86.7 
per cent of 'the total Government land brought under cultiva
tion. Such a wide preference for jowar was largely due to 
four factors: ( 1} low quality of soil"; (2) scarcity of 
rainfall, (3) low cost of cultivation; and (4) staple food 
is jowar. The cultivators in the villages reported that 
quality of the Government land distributed for cultivation 
was very low where only the coarse crops like joY~ar and 
bajra could be grown. They preferred jowar as it yields 
better foGder th~n bajra. Jowar is a hardy plant and is 
suited to the areas where rainfall is rather low. Besides 
its cultivation is very cheap and simple. Its seedf are 
very cheap and its interculturing operations are n0t many. 
Lastly the cultivators generally prefer jowar as it is the 
staple food for them. 

The cultivation practice followed for jowar, p~rti
cularlJ in the Gov€rP~ent lands was si~ple. In all the 
villages jm•ar w<>s grown as a rabi crop. The lar_d is 
generally plougbed in April or Hay. Ploughing is done 
across the slope, about six inches deep and is largely 
carried out with tl:ree to four pairs of bullocks. H'lrrow
ing is undertaY:en in June and July and the land is generally 
harrowed for two to three times. After each harrowins the 
uprooted stubbles, weeds, and shrubs etc., are collected 
and the land is cleaned. M~nure is generally not applied 
to the crops on the Governm~nt l'lnd as the q~ality o~ soil 
is very poor and the cultivators feel that they cay r~t 
recoup the cost of cantrre applied. Secondly, the cultivators 
reported that jowar crop gets scorched e<>rlier on t~e 
~anured lands whenever r~ins are poor. The cultivators, 
therefore, do not apply manure or fertilizers to the crops 
gro.,.m on poor qu'llity soils. The rab1 jowar is ger.<.:rally 
sown in Septen:ber after receiving one or two showers of 
south-~ast wonsoon. In the case of Govern=ent l~Ld, sow-
ing has to be done lo.'ithin a day or two after rai:1s as t~.~ 
land being very poor do not retain c:o1sture for lor_,z. This 
g~es rather diff1cult for th" cultivators w!".o do n;,t o•m 
working cattle. They do not easily get w~rking cattle on 
hire in the seRs)n :11~d tl'.eir s~"'ing i!: Jela:·ed, ar.d it 
ultimately re!:ults in poor yield of the jowar crop. After 
::;owing, hoeing 1::; d:>ne f~r t;.:o or tl':ree ti::::es in Octo:er s.::c 
j;.)ver::ber. ::o other inter~ulturir.g oper3ti~:. is carried o:..t. 
l!srvect1ng of jo;.:nr crop is dot.e in .•ar.t.:~.ry ar_d Fe:;r~:J.ry. 

In Teblt:s 4.12A. and 4.12D, we give t~e aV€ra,::;e yieU 
per acre of different cro~s grown on the Govern=ent lands 
by the cultivstors in the two groups. It r:cs.y b<J noted ths.t 



Table 4.12A : Cropping Pattern Followed by the Cultivator Families 
on the Government Land 

- - - - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Crop Nimgaon Kalas 

- - - - -
------------------------------ ------------------------------Area Yield Value Avg. Area Yield Value l!.vg. 

in in yield in in yield 
qts. Rs. per qts. Rs. per 

acre acre - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Jowar 252.14 203.00 1865.00 0.81 68.48 17.50 2277.00 0.25 

Safflower 6.50 390.00 

Paddy 1.00 7.00 700.00 7.00 

Linseed 0.68 1.00 150.00 1.47 

B1ackgram - 4,00 1.00 50.00 0.25 

Gram -
Peas -
Hataki -
- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 253.82 3105.00 72.48 2327.00 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
KanrlRlr,aon 

------------------------------Area Yield Vnlue Avg. 
in in yi<::ld 
qts. R::. JJf:r 

&ere - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
8').42 64.00 6lltO.OO o.n 

-
...... 
0 
V\ 

-
0.50 0.)0 60.00 1.00 

0.25 0.50 )0.00 2.00 

-
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

90.17 62 }0.00 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 



T~h~e 4.12A : (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .... - - - -· - - - - - -
Crcp 

r;..la.::ce:o 

-------------------------------------
Area Yield 

in 
qts. 

Value 
in 

P.s. 

Avg.yield 
per acre 

Kati . . 
-------------------------------------

Area Yielq 
in 
qts. 

Value 
in 
Rs. 

Avg.yield 
per acre 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Jov->r 48.03 24.00 2817.00 o.)o 62.79 44.00 4730.00 0.70 

Safflo"«er 4.50 235.00 .. 1.)0 90.00 

Pr.djy 

L1r;seed 0.13 0.25 25.00 1.92 

Bla~kcr~.!:l 2.50 0.50 25.00 0.20 

Gra::1 

Peas 

I·~ at r,.Y.i 1.50 1.00 45.00 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Totnl 52.16 3147.00 62.79 4820.00 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1-' 
0 
a-



Table 4.12B • Cropping Pattern Followed by the Landless Families • 
on the Government Land 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Crop Nimgaon Kalas K11ndalgaon 

------------------------------- ---------------------------- ------------------------------
Area Yield Value Avg. Area Yield Value Avg. Area Yield Value Avg. 

in in yield in in yield in in yield 
qts. Rs. per qts. Rs. per qts. Rs. p<:!r 

acre acre 'lcre 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Jowar 167 .. 82 133.00 129 35.00 0.79 90.00 24.00 3090.00 0.27 159.)1 93.00 6510.00 0.58 

Safflower 4.50 270.00 

Bajra 2.00 6.00 360.00 3.00 4.00 1.00 60.00 0.25 

Haize 1.00 3.00 180.00 3.00 

Wheat ..... 
0 

Groundnut --..) 

Blackgram 1.oo 1.00 60.00 1.00 

Greengram 1.00 1.00 60.00 1.oo -
Mataki 1.00 1.25 uo.oo 1.25 - --
Peas 0.25 0.50 30.00 2.00 

Sugarcane 0.50 10 1500.00 20 
tons tons 

Chillies 0.50 0.25 100.00 0.50 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 173· 82 15195.00 90.00 3090.00 164.76 ·6930.00 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Contd ••• 



'l"'::-1~ 4.lZ":> : (Continued) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Crop Pa1ascie-o Kati 

------------------------------------·· -------------------------------------
Area Yield Valud Avg.yielc1 Area Y:!.eld Value Avg.yie1d 

in in per acre in in per acre 
qts. F;. qts. Rs. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - :... 

Jo·•::~r 85'.5'8 37.00 3375'.00 0.43 88.99 93.00 9096.00 1.05-
s~rn.,wer 7.00 35'0.00 - 2.00 120.00 
B 'lj r a 
~~aize 

W!1e at - 6.18 14.00 1410.00 2.26 
Groundnut 1.00 4.00 5'15'.00 4.00 ..... 

0 

B1acY.er"-w 6.00 3.00 15'0.00 0.5'0 6.5'0 7.00 250.00 1.08 co 

Greer,er:-;m -
!1a tr,l' 1 
Pe::ts 

Suc'lrcllne -
Chillies .. -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 91.58 4375'.00 102.67 11391.00 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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tJ-.e av.ora,-;e per acre yield of jow:tr, which is the ~:r.ajor 
crop gro~.j:, ;.·:ts vt.ry pocr in b0th the croups of culti
vators. In t~1e cz:sc of cultivators in the first group, 
t!"".e averag.o yh-ld of j owar wss as low as 0. 81 quintA 1 per 
acre in ~i=~aon; 0.25 quintal per acrE. in Kalas; 0.72 
quintal in Kandalgaon; 0.50 quintal in falssdeo end 0.70 
q~intal in hati. The avera~~ p~r acre ;icld of jowar was 
e ;;ually poor L'1 tr.e esse of the cultivators in the second 
groc:p as ••ell. It v&.ried bt:tween 0.27 qLiintal per acre 1n 
!:al'l.s and l.C5 quintals per acr.:: in Kati. Tht: average pC:r 
10cre yields of other crops as well \<'Er'= vr:.ry poor, in both 
t::e gro~..:ps of cultivators. looking to the poor yield of 
differe~t crcps grown on the Gover~.ont land distributed, 
one beco=es sceptic about the entire progra=e of dis
tribution of the GovEr~ent lands for cultivation. 

4. 9 s~""ary 

Except in Kalas and Palasdeo, in all other villages, 
core than three-fourth of the total area of the Gover=ent 
land given out for cultivation, was brought under plough. 
In Kalas and Palasdeo the proportion of such area was 
nearly r.alf. A large proportion of this area of the Govern
oent land ;..·as brought under cultivation by the cultivator 
fe.=ilies only, which had land of their own before receiving 
the Gover~ent land. The landless families, particularly 
fro~ the Backward Class, which were given Gover=ent land 
for cultivation, had all leased-out their land to the 
cultivator families, and had preferred to serve in the 
nearby Walchand Sug!l.r Factory at Walchandnagar. These 
families preferred to lease-out their land because of four 
main reasons. Firstly because, they were all very poor, 
did not have any agricultural implements, nor any working 
cattle. Secondly tecause, they were not credit worthy in 
the village. Thirdly because, a large proportion of the 
land given to them was of very poor quality. The last 
point which appeared more important, was that these families 
did not have the basic urge to work hard in agriculture and 
produce. 

Jo~1ar ~ms the only crop widely grown on almost all 
the areas of the Government land brought under cultivation. 
The average per acre yield of jowar on such land was con
siderably poor, compared to the average per acre yield of 
jov1ar on other land in the villages. 



CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

In this chapter an attempt has been made to sum~arise 
the entire discussion in tte preceding chapters end drai·T 
certain important conclusions. 

As stated earlier, in Poona distri~t about 34,128 ~cres 
of land was disposed of for cultivation in 1967 to the land
less families, and a large proportiQn of it was brought under 
cultivation by the end of 1969. Out of the total distributed 
land, 20 1 960 acres or about 61.42 per cent, was distributed 
in the Indapur taluka alone. In this taluka, about 1,574 
acres of land was given out for cultivation to 128 families 
from the five sample villages selected fo~ the study. 

The study revealed that the procedure and method of 
disposal of the Government land for cultivation as st~ted 
in the Government Resolution of 1954 and its am€ndments from 
time to time, were not properly implemented at the village 
level while distributing the land to landless families. The 
priority list recommended by the Government for distribution 
of such lands wa:::; not strictly adhered to. It ~1as found tr1at 
the local leaders and the village offici!J.ls like 1Talathi 1

1 
1Patil 1 and 1Sarpanch 1 of Grampanchayat played a maj0r role 
in distributing the Government land for cultivation. All 
sorts of n::alpractices ~1ere played at the base le·rel only. 
As a result, a. consic;erabl<:: ar.:a of the Gover=ent lr.nd was 
reportedly given out for cultivation, either to the families 
of the local leaders, or to their relatives, or to :~e 
famili.:;s of the:ir caste ·...-hich for!:'l..::d a t::a.jority gr0'<? iP. t:;e 
village. l·l:my of t~1e fa:r:ilies, tr.e:-r.:fore, whic!: :;ec•.rred :he 
Govern:nent land !'or cL:ltivation v;ere owner cultivatcrs, of 
whom, sorr.e ow·ned l~nd far exceeding the econo:J!c holding. 
As against this, r:;an;,• cf tte d~;;servin§: landless fa:llil!es 
from the BacJrward Cl!iss, the fa:::ilies of ex-servicerr'en, 
could not tecurE:. any Goverr-~ent lar,d fo: cultivatior., 1:1-
spite of the preferen~e given to such families in t~e 
priority list. The proporti0:1 of t!'le Govern..:ent lc.nJ di.o
tributed for cultivation to th.: Packward Class fac:!.:!.ies was 
considerably low nnd ;;:-tatever ]and was &iven to tLe:oe 
fa:::ilhs was of !:1ferior soil type. 

It is i:::portar.t to n0t.:! tl':'lt a l<-r&~ proportio!l of tr:_e 
Goverru;.ent wnstt! l:md Give>n o:.~t fo:- cultivation, was tr::><.:g.:'l~ 
under plou&h in all t!:'" s·;rve;e:.~ villnges. This -...r3.~< al
ri~;ht as far e:; tl.e lerd w'>s co:1::err • ..:J. J·..1t the fa-:t ~r.at 
most of ttle G::>vcrn:r.ent lrr:d ~o:a:; brougl.t under c•..:ltiv:3.tlXl 
by the cultivator f:~ilies ar.d not ty the l~ndless f'loilies 
e;ecurir·· sL:ch lar,d.>, ... as v.:ry JL::::t{:;.oi:otil"-6· It ·,.;a.; .., 1 -observL:d that cost of th~ lanjlcss f3=il!~s, ~a-ticu_ar~y 
from th.: Ba-::!{w:lrd Cl:'lss, s-;;ct:red the Gov!::rr.::ent lar.C: for 
cultivation, but dlJ r.ot t3.,-:e s:1y int.orest in its c•.Jltiva
tion anJ pr0f~rred to lfa:e it out !o the c~1ltivator 
fn:nii1~s in the villa;.;, for paltry <>= of cash ren~. It 
'lfp:aro;;d t~:st t~w lr.nJl.:ss r~:::l1es h'ls.;J-ot.;t their ls..:'J.J 
bo..c-r;us ... of' U1e fvllo...-1r..:; f::~:r ::131:1 r<:r.S:-:ls: 

llC 
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1) Suc!1 families were all poor, did not Mve nny 
agri~ultura1 i~plecents, nor Any working cattle; 

2) Such fs:;!lies \o.-ere not credit-•,;orthy in the 
village; 

3) A lare;e ;:rcport1o:1 of the Goverru:;ent land given 
o:.lt to su:r. f9.::Jilies was of very poor quality; and 

4) Persons !:1 such famili.os did not like to put in 
h3rd labour s~d tri1~ the l~nd oLtained from the 
::Ze>verr.::Jcr.t ur,der cu1tivatio:1. Of c0urse, sooe 
did ,.-,::-rk en farr:s as C9.sual l<>bourers, but they 
did so o·.1t of sheer necessity, for t!le cash 
..-~.ich they get as w:~gc.s at the end of the day. 
Tl:ey ger.srally preferred jobs, however small 
they mi[ht te, like ttose of watchmen or casual 
"~rkers in the nearby factories, to hard labour 
on farr:s, eve:1 of their own. 

On the \o.'hole, it appears that under the existing 
strJctCU"e of leadership at the villag.:: level, it is difficult 
for ths depressed families to take utmost advantage of 
different schemes s~onsored by the Gover~ent. Under such 
circw::sta.r1ces, the Government should either see that its 
scr.e!:]e s would be implemented without any sort of inter
ference from the local leaders or find out any other 
alternative method of uplifting the depressed class. One 
such alternative could be to provide better employment 
opportunities to the depressed families at the developing 
centres in the State and help them to migrate, instead of 
giving them a piece of land and pinning them down in the 
same village. This kind of policy may result in their socio
econor:Jic up liftr:Jent with less resistance than in the rural 
areas. 
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