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PreFace To THE THIRD EpITION.

‘THIs edition of the Arthasastra undertaken to meet the

ever growing demand of the public for copies of the work

differs in no' way from its predecessors and stands there-
fore in necd of no new introduction of any kind. . Still
the publication of the first two books of the work with a
commentary of his own and with an introduction specifying
the reasons for undertaking a new edition by Mahamaho-
padhyaya T. Ganapati Sastri in the Trivandrum Sanskrit
Series cannot be passed over without a few remarks on the.
worth of his performance. The one reason urged by him -
for undertakmﬂr a new edition of his own is that the Mysore
edition ‘‘ abounded with errors, such as the word of a
previous sentence joined to a subsequent sentence and vice
versa . .. . . The nature of the subjects dealt with -
is such that even a talented Pandit cannot hope to easily
understand it. . What then will be the condltlon if it con-
tains errors too’ »

‘The reply to this question éan be easily found in the
misinterpretation which the talented Pandit made not only
in his attempt at recasting a*few sentences here and there’
in the text, but also in introducing anachronisms in
interpreting ancient words. - ‘ N .

For example on page 143, line 3* he has split .into
two sentences what in the Mysore edition is taken to be
a single sentence. Taking *9rg: 9=w&Mi” as a separate

- ® These references are o the Mysore Oriental Library Edition.
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) sentence he explams At saymg that klndlmg of ﬁre durmg:“-'
tha five ghatikas from" 123 t0 173 ghatikas of the day shall
‘be punished with a ﬁne of one-fourth: of a pana. The use

-+ of ghati in the ‘sensé ghatika, 24 minutes, is foutid no-

- where else in the Arthasastra. The word ghatlkasthana in-

" ‘Book II, Ch. 21’ can be, explamed otherwise, as done by
Bhattasvami bv takmg it to mean a room in the, toll-house .
As a fine of one-e]ghth of.a pana is levied for kindling fire -
dunng the midday in the’ previous sentence, this additional -
* fine is not merely superﬂuous but also contradlctory It -
. follows therefore thaf the- Mahamahopadhyaya. s interpre-
. tation here is quite wrong and that his splitting the sentence
into two is 1ndefen$1ble Another serious objection to thls":f:
mterpretatwn is the violation of - grammar. The use of the -
word panchaghata m the possessive. case mstea.d of in the'-'f
1oca.t1ve as in the case of erswmﬁ in the previous sentence
is agamst such mterpretatmn While Mr. T. Ganapati. ..
Sastu is ready to find fault with the free Enghsh translation
or paraphrase of the’ Arthasastra without ' strict adherence
to the hterary sense. of - words Such as, Maryada on p. 13.
hne i, ‘he hm.self does not seem to be f iree from carelessness
' in giving exact eqmvaleuts whrle commenting on the word5~

_of the Arthasastra. For example in commenting upon’ the '

word 9% on page 145° line 3 he gives wuSgaingE as synomy-

L mous with it. ‘Even a.n ordinary student of Sanskrit knows -

. that 9 never means 2. danda, but only a guarter. - Here.

; it means only a quarter of a pana. He also uses srsd in

the sense of kindling of ﬁre, though-it is a techmcal word |
meamng a ceremonial klndhng of fire.

| Fortunately for Mr. T\ Gana.patr Sastn the other -
" instances of - his re—a.rra.nggment of sentences haye not in~

1}
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"vowcd him into absurd1f1e= There is hardly any change
in the meaning due to taking up 2 word or two with the
previous or subsequent sentence. The followmg are a few
instances of his re-arrangement:.

P. 31, lipes 9-10 and 16-17; P 40 Imes 78

P. 46, lines 5-6; P. 52, lines 8-9; P, 55, Iines 2-3;
P. 94, lines 9- 10, P. 116, line 21 and P. 117 line 1.

How hollow then is the excuse of erroneous reading
urged by him for his undertakmg what he presumes to be
correct edition! _ : ’

Turning to his commentary, one is obliged to say that
his commentary is' as wrong as his recasting of sentences’
-in a]l those places where he departed from the English

rendermg of the work. To take only a'few examples:__

On page 16, line 14; he takes the word srewmug to
mean #YF3YFT.  Neither does #83 mean ®I{37 nor W9 ¢34

On page 33, line 8, his interpretation of the word

%S as T[gTIET is wrong. :

On page 37. line 2, he takes maraiq in the sense of Erﬂﬁ[
should kill, without quoting any authority for it.

On page 47, Yine 6, YRgH: FeqaaiteRn areqiieas sranrd
x99, This is quite wrong. Compare sigafis: IREw: etca
p. 170 lines 2-3.

On page 57, line 5, 'ﬂT"GrﬁF[ ﬁiﬂiﬁ‘z‘ﬁ ﬂaﬂ"m Autho-
rity is not quoted.

On page 60 line 1, syongy: IrmnRdanenas:  This
is wrong. Compare p. &4, line 3. ‘

On page 60, line 14, sarst fafywa.  This restriction
lo twentieth part is wrong. It means 5 per ent and 7 per
cent conunissions also. ’

-
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| On page 60 lme 14 ‘TRF-I aamms{ meanmg ferry due
- -._.'Agam on page 85 hne 2, the same word. is taken’ by him- -
‘_,:\.L-to mean’ qnnaqﬂ com—testmg cha.rge, thus contradlctmg
l:umself R SR ,
“On page 60; hne 20 g arg: nar ﬁaw ogerr,-—i
(ﬁmﬁﬁ Egﬂﬂ ngﬂsﬂqaai Authonty is not quoted If
. .however Vyushta is taken to mean the four things, royal
C year, month fortmght and day, then’ the use of the wordy,
- % along’ with Vyushta on. page 64 llnes 16, 17, and 19
‘ mll be mea.nmgless

2. Onm page 60, lme ”1 aril%wﬁmwn ﬁﬁlamﬂlr:aé\ﬂf Qm: :
7:’a‘m s gfr naaﬁtzr v fee fgsAgerg R TR-
Lt a&@’mﬁr wm. Here Mr: T. Ganapati Sastri takes the
_"'-;year to be: a solar .year of 365& ddys made up of 12
i :Sankramana. ‘months divided into 3" seasons, and in the 24
- fortmghts of this year 6 days aré in his opinion tg be omitted.’
_-"‘-Thls results in a }'ea.r ef 359 days - What year is this?
- Nothing can be more, absurd than thls (See the Engiish
“Translation- and the note here). - -
.. Page 64, hnes 15 16,17, cgs'naraamgait HAET aqrz&-
f?rcwi This means’ that hé should secure the accounts of
recelpts contmmng the explanatmns of Vyushta and other
'words Ca.n there be anythmg mare nonsenslcal than tmc:?

4 Page 65 line 15 mnr’%ﬁw. geﬁmmm uﬁmstm mz{-_'
3 ,Tlns is far-fctched Where is the 1mphance of Dhanapa— _
"‘.".ha.ra.? ”
< P8y 11ue8 Eﬂgﬁi qﬁfarmﬂﬁqw one who is appomted,‘{
above the luktas. ThlS is coutradlctory to the meaning of :
xhe same word glven by him, on . paqe 59, hne 4, There‘
he says__a'ﬁ-‘ A ‘aqgﬁ. aarga;rfr . :



xxxiii -
Another serious defect of his edltlon is the omlssmn

of all various readings. e
Whether in the face of these and» other errors too

nuimerous to point out here it is. fair for the Mahamaho-
padhyaya to find fault with the Mysore Edition of the

text and its English version,\‘ is a question that is left to

scholars for decision.

‘R. S,

¢

ARTHASASTRA.
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