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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION. 

-'---
"THIS edition of the Arthasastra undertake~ to meet the 
ever growing demand of the pubiic for copies of the work 
differs in no" way from its predecessors and stands there
fore in need of no new introduction ,of any kind. ,Still 
the publication of the firs( two booh of the work with a 
commentary of his own and with an introduction specifying, 
the reason$ for undertaking a new edition by ;Mahamaho
padhyaya T. Ganapati Sastri' in the Trivandrum Sanskrit 
Se:ies cannot be passed over without a few remarks on the 
worth of his performance. The one reason urged by him 
for undertaking a new edition of his own is that the 1\1: ,sore 
edition "abounded with errors, 'such as' the wo;<1 of a 
previous sentence joined to a subsequent sentence and vice 
versa . The nature of tbe subjects dealt with 
is such that even it talented Pandit cannot hope to easily 
understand it. ,What then will be the condition, if it con~ 
tains errors too? " 

The reply to this question can be easily found in the 
mis{nterpretation which the t~lented Pandit made not only 
in his attempt at recasting a' few sentences here and there' 
in the text, but abo in infroducing anachronisms in 
interpreting ancient words., 

For example on page 145, line 3· he has split .into 
two sentences what in the lIysore edition is taken to be 
a single sentence. Taking" ql<\: q~fl'li" as a separate 

·1'be;e rekMlce:; an: 10 the lII)'sore Ori<!llt.u LibrM)' Edition. 

~ 
• 
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, sentence he explaiD:s~kSayingthat kindling of fire, during 
, "', the .five $hatikasfrtJrri'121 to 17 i ghattkas of the ~ay shall' 

be pun,ished .witha fine o£ene-fourth·of a pana. The use 
of ghati in the sense ghatika, 24 minutes, is Ioutid no- • 
where else 'in the Ar~hasastra.'Jhe w'ord ghatikasthana in· 
Book II. Ch. 2 i: c~n beexplaiued otherwise, as done by 
Bhattasvami by taking it to mean ~ ro,om in the, toll-house. 
As a ,fine of one-eighth of ,a pan~ is levied for kindling fire' 
during ,llie midday in the 'previous sentence, this' additional 
fine is not merely sup~t1uous ,b~t als~ contradictory. It 

, follows therefore that the Mahamahopadhyaya's interpre- . 
tation 'here is quite wrong and that his splitting the sentenc~ , 
into two is indefeD.sibl~.', Another ~eriou~ obj~tion to this,' 
interpretation is thevi'oiation of, gramm,a'r. The use of the 
word panchaghatitn the pOj;sessive case instead of in tlie '., 
locative' as'in the cMeof ·~,~iit: in the preyious sentence,; 
is again~tsuch ,Interpretation. While Mr. T. Gauapati. : 

, Sastri is t~ady to find fault with the free English translation 
"or paraphrase of the 'Ar~h~aSira. witliout strict adherence 
, to the iiterary sense of wordssuc,4 as Maryada on p.13. 

line 1; he hin::sel(doe~ not seem to be i~fr~m carelessness " 
.' in giving exact equivalents while commenting on ~he 'word?, , 
, , , of the Arthasastra. For example in commenting. upon' the ' 
',' ,word qll{ on page 145'line 3 he, gives q1II~~6 as syuony· 

" mo~s with it. Even an ordinary student of Sanskrit knows 
c tha~ 'Il~ never means a~danda., but only a quarter. Here 
it means only a quarter of a' pana, , He also uses &TTit~t in 

, the.sense o( kindling of fire, though it is a; technical' word 
, meaning a ceremOliiai ~indling of fire. ' 

Fortunately for Mr. T~ Ganapati Sastri' the other 
inst~rices of 'his re-arrangement of sentences haye not in· 

• 
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volved him into absurdifies. There is' hardly any change . . 

in the meaning due to taking up a word or two with the 
previous or subsequent sentence. The followinK are a few' 
instances of his re-arrangement:_ . 

P.31, lines 9-10 and 16-17; P. 40, lines 7-8; 
P. 46, lines 5-6; P. 52, lines 8-9 jP. 55, lines 2-3 j 
P. 94, lines 9-10; P. 116, line 21 and p, 117 line 1. 

HoW hollow then is the excuse of erroneous reading 
urged by him for his undertaking what he presumes to be 
correct edition! 
.' Turnin;; to his commentary, one is obliged to say that 
his. commentary is as wrong as his rec~sting of sentences' 

. in a,lI those places where he oep,arted from the English 
rendering of the work. To take only a-fewexamples:"_ 

On page 16, line 14; he takes the word l3!1IDIlI( to 
me~n "'~Il'i..>I;r, Neither does 1If{l1{, mean 1If'l'iq nor Ihl{ ~~. 

On page 35, line 8, his interpretation of the word 
~<iI as ~'r'«f is wrong: 

On page 3 7. line 2, he takes IT<ITEPta; in the sense of (;:!Ii<{, 

should kill, without quoting'any authority ,for it. 

On pagt! 47, line 6. qrWf: ~qqft~R'" ~~f~"ii ~qf;f 
l{~'l. This is quite wrong. Compare qRii1fII~: qf<{R": etc., 
p. 170 lines 2-5. , 

On page Si, line 5, ~1if'bf't. ~liiI'" ~'l~, Autho
rity is nut quoted. 

On page 00 line I, ~"'I\.Q~: ~~fII~~I'M~' This 
is wrong. Compare p. 84, line 3. 

On page 60, line 14, OliTJlt f(qt~,,:. This restriction 
to twentieth part is wrong. It mean3 5 pel u:nt and 7 per 
cent corumissions also. ' 
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. '.' •... On page60;ii~e14,qfteri ~~;.ql{.m~aningferry slue. 
',Aga,iIloripage85,JiIl~2;t~e'same word i~ t~ken byhi~ 

. . to mean .qR~ "coin~testiIlgcharge, thus contradicting 
, himself. . • .' .', . . '. . 

. _ 1· .' ", " . 

Op.page 60; line ,20,. mflr~ 'lIt!: q~. ~«J( ;~-
· ; (1"'Iofi~' .oq~ '~If~~:'" Authority ~ is not quoted. 'If 

'. howe,ver Vyushtais taken to m~a:n t~le four things,royal 
". year, month, fortnight; and day;' then' the use of the wor~ 
~ along withVyushta on page. 64 'lines 16, 17, and 19 

, will be meaningless. . 

.' .. ' On page 60,lin~ ~1, . q"~Il'~<ii61!1"li q:illqwll'u't'l6l;rr: q",: 
"00: ~: ~. ~'l':flI\l1 ilJll'li~q rl{'6~~~1iI"i4I{t dar-

1iTl.{1 'I~W<Ji;i)l'Ilq:~ lIer" Mr; T,'Ganapati Sastri takes,' the 
year ",to be a ,solar',year of)651 days made up of 1Z 

'. Sllnkra)nanamonths 'divided i~to 3 seasons, and in the 2'4 
,/ ~ortnights of this year 6 days arl!,in his opinion to ~e omitted: • 
,This res.ults in a year of' 359 days. ,What year is this? 
, Nothing can be more, abs~r.d than this; '(See the Ellgiis\l 
,Translation'and the:note here).' '.,' 

. -J. " , .' . 

" Page 64, lines 15;16, i 7~ff~-rq'l~t 6!rqll'lr.li' ilq~-' 
· ~~~: This means that he should secure the accQunts of 
· receipts containing the explanati.ons of Vyushta and 'other ~ 

words. Can there be~ anything more nonsensical than this? 

P~ge 6'5 ii~e·15.!ffi~~~'i: ~~fII\:~ ~1II{IUl~Il:' . 

Thi~ is far-f6tChed. Where is the impliance of Dhanapa
h:l.r~ f ' ",,' , ' ".'. ~, .' " . , ~.' 

'P~ 67,lille ~;~qiI'<Ii~~;nlfq~\'Ii;one who isappolnted 
,'aboye theYukt\l~. ,; ThIS is cOlltradictotyto the meaning of' . 

the sanieword given by):li:m, on page 59; line 4. There 
. !le .snyS-f'li': A~lil'~ ~~'IIi: cr~. ~ 



xxxiii 

Another serious defect of his edition is the omission 
of all various readings. 

• 
Whether in the face of these and other erNrs too 

numerous to point out here it is fair for the Mahamaho
padhyaya to find fault with the Mysore Edition of, the 
text and it~ English version,: is -a question that is left'to. 
scholars for decision. 

. R. S. 

Al\THASAiTRJ.. 
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