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PREFACE

The chief justification for the appearance of this volume deal-
ing with a relatively small division of the whole field of educa-
tional theory and practice which is already covered by two excel-
lent treatises is that progress therein is so rapid that there is much
new material worth presenting, In the more than three years
since both of the treatises referred to appesared, the number of
standardized and near-standardized tests suitable for use in
the secondary school has increased at least 50 per cent, perhaps
even 100 per cent. Not only Las there been this inerease in the
total number, but in several school subjects and other fields of
educational measurement, almost all the tests and scales now
available have been published within this period.

This book may be thought of as a companion volume to the
writer’s Truditional Examinations and New-Type Tests in that
the two together attempt to cover rather completely the measur-
ing and marking of high-school pupils, the earlier one dealing
with tests made by the teacher and this with standardized or
commercially available tests. It has been written with both the
student preparing to teach and the teacher already in service
in mind, and it is hoped that the needs of both have been met.
It is intended to be elementary enough for the tyro in educational
measurement to understand, and yet eritical enough to serve as
a safe guide in the actual administration of measuring instru-
ments and use of the results secured from their application,

Since so much hay already been done and written along the
line dealt with, the writer is under obligations to many previous
workers, Chief among these are Professors G. M. Ruch and G. D.
Stoddard, whose volume Tests and Measuremenis sn High School
Instruction supplied many data on reliability and other helps,
and Professor P. M. Symonds, whose Measurement in Secondary
Education was an ever-present aid. Thanks are also due many
authors and publishers of tests who responded to requests for
numerous items of unpublished information.

C. W. ODELL.
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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

The value of educational measurement as a means of determin-
ing the actual accomplishment of students in given types of
academic work, through standardized tests of one kind or another,
has been recognized for a number of years. While one does not
find as many eontroversial articles with reference to the value
or lack of value of educational measurement as he did a few
years ago, the number of school systems making a systematic
use of various types of tests is steadily increasing. For years
the total annual sale of standardized tests has been enormous,
estimates varying from thirty to forty million as the number of
copies of such tests sold yearly. However, during the earlier years
of the use of various standardized tests, they were confined
largely to the fundamental subjects of the elementary grades.
For many obvious reasons, the development of suitable types of
educational measurement for the secondary grades and for the
college has been slow. There are many limitations in the suecessful
construction of standardized tests dealing with subjects of com-
plicated character, and it is altogether probable that there never
can be as great reliability in tests in many advanced subjects
as has been developed in connection with the fundamental opera-
tions in arithmetio, spelling, penmanship, and even such subjects
as geography and reading in the elementary grades. However,
despite these limitations, there has been a decreasing depreciation
of the great value of a systematic use of tests in high school, and
a large amount of effort has gone into the formulation of all kinds
of tests suitable for use in junior and senior high schools.

This volume Las been prepared because of a keen realization
on the part of the author of a need for a more adequate guide
for high school teachers. The very fact that so many tests have been
placed upon the market produces in the.mind of the average
teacher of any high school a very real sense of bewilderment.

This book, with its brief and elear statements concerning the
vii



viii EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

character and purpose of large numbers of tests in the various
high school subjects, should become an invaluable manual for
the practical guidance of teachers. It is quite evident that the
school system which makes a free and intelligent use of measure-
ment from both the diagnostic and the prognostic point of view
is bound to be carrying on a much more snccessful type of teach-
ing than the school system which ignores almost completely the
existence of these tests and their very genuine significance in
education. The increasing tendency in our larger high schools
toward the organization of classes with large numbers of pupils
increases the necessity for a systematic use of tests designed to
detect the specific weakness of the individual pupil. Given on
the part of the teacher an intelligent grasp of the character of
the difficulties met by the pupil, she is enabled, even though she
has a large class, to modify her work in the light of this knowledge
so that the individual ean secure far better value from the in-
struction, and more successfully complete the specific course.

Just as in warfare every new invention leading to more ef-
fective offense is promptly met by a corresponding invention
looking toward an effective defense against the new danger,
so the increasing necessity for the individual teacher to instruet
large numbers of pupils earries with it the necessity for equally
energetic measures to prevent the submergence of the individual
in the mass and thus to offset the ‘danger of lessening efficiency
in the case of individual pupils. It seems that, among the various
types of measurement described in this volume, almost any in-
telligent teacher can seleet means by which not only her general
efficiency as a teacher may be improved, but also her ability to
assist the individual who otherwise might be doing unsatisfactory
work through a failure on the pait of & teacher to realize the
nature of the deficiencies.

This volume is spbmitted to the public with the hope that it
will meet a very real need for teachers, not merely as a textbook
to be nsed in professional courses in training schools and colleges,
but as a handbook for the teacher in her actual work in the
school-room.

CHaRrLES E. CHaADsEY.
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