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INTRODUCTION· 

Tie Centnl8 of 1901. Oilier Cet~BU~e~t. Famime ami Plagile. By.tem of Bn111111t1~ 
ration. Decrea8tl in tlle Population. Special dijficultiel of tlle CtmBII6 
of 1901. Notable clla"fft11. Boinlmy City. .A.IJBtraction. Etll'llograpmcai 
E•quirieB- 1!he BMA1Jay ImprotJemcat Tt'UBt. Summary. CoacZuding 
Remarka. 

TRB Census of the Bombay Presidency was taken on March 1st, 1901. The Census 
of 19Dl. 

Since the year 1881 the Census of India has been taken every ten years. Other CeiL81181lt'. 

From ancient days, both in India and in other countries, the enumeration of the. 
people has been attempted in circumstances and by methods varying greatl:r 
with diJferences of time and pia~. Readera of the immortal Gibbon will oall to 
mind references to the rsgular enumerations of the Roman populace carried out 
at intervals by the ordinary official agency. All will rsoollect the still earlier. 
statistical e~oriments with the ·people of IsraeL King David's census, it will 
be remembered, is said to have been followed by a pestilence which mast have 
gone far to minimize the value ·of the :results of tlie. previons enumeration, 
though critics, mindful of the curious peraistence of census officers in enquiries 
apparently designed merely to annoy peaceful citizens, are disposed to explain 
the story of Divine displeasure- manifested on the occasion 'of this census as an 
invention of the pebple .of Israel destined to perm11nently prejudice the autho
rities against the repetition of what they regarded 8s a useless and objectionable 
experiment, Others have been known to discover in· the supposed manifesta
tions of Divine wrath the protest of the Little Israelites of the day against 
the expansion of the Jewish dominion with the vainglorious boasting over 
increasing nnmbera which such expansion involved. Less famous, but equally 
remarkable, was the novel method of taking a census devised by the Raja of 
Lombock in the Malay Archipelago, as a check to safegu&rd ·the proceeds of a 
head-tax payable in rice by every man, woman and child rssident in his dominions. 
By an ingenious subterfuge the Raja contrived to secure, from each town and 
villaga, the present.ation of as many needles as there wers rssidente within its 
limite, and. thereby ensured an immediate and permanent increase in the p~ceeds 
of the tax, which had for many years mysteriously but steadily declined.1 

It may, h.owever, be asserted that few previouS censuses have been carried Fanrlne and 

out under such unfavourable conditions as prevailed in the Bombay Presidency P]j!,gne. 

iu the period immediately preceding the Census o£ 1901, Not only was the 
whole of Gujarat visited by a famine, the like of which .has not been !mown 
in the memory of the oldest inhabitant of 'hat fertile p~vince, but, with 
the exception of the isolated districts of Sind, very nearly the entirs Presidency 
W38 afB.icted during this period with either famine-or plague of serious dimen-
sioliS--Il misfortune, or rather a combination of misfortunes, of which the 
immediate result was that, at the time when the district officials should have 
been busy with preparations for the forthcoming enumeration, they were one 

0!6-l 

1 The lfala;r .hcllipelago: by A. B. Wallaee, Chaptao XII. 
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and all fully employed with the more important task of att-empting to preserve 
life. It would be difficult for the most enthusiastic statist.ioian to deny that, in 
suoh a contingency, the worfF_ ~ _s~~p~ ·lite ·~us_t ;_inevi~bly claim precedence 
over t-hat of counting the survivors; and it may perhaps be asPerted, without 
undue presumption, that the absence .. 6f any breakdown in the arrangements 
!~ t?e enumeration.-!s-a result r~eoti~~ ~at,c~~~ on_:thE!·.•.~ly; overpre$~ 
distnct officials, on-whom the imp9rt~t duty ef prepa.ring tile Census organiza: 
~on necessarlly fell. · · . · ·. . .' · . . • . ; . .' . • 

• . • - • • • • ., - • ' .... •• - ·• • J • . - •. 

· With -the· eioepti~h of 'a· f~w huildrecf villages scatterea ·aver farge areas of 
desert in Sind, or in the forests of the Western Ghats, where enumeration by day 

.. was up.avoidabl.!J, ~nd ,.t!ll!. risk !Jf double. reck~ning i.p.o~qsiderable, the whole 
· , Presiclency \vas en~rate'd between 7 P.u; and midnight on: tb.e date prescribed. 

In ·the preliminll11' organization toWDII al;ld villages ~~ divided i~to b~oks, 
oonta.iuing from 30 ·W 5_0 houses, in charge of an En~erator~ ,Above· the "l9'!k 
o8me :the oirc;le. a compact grqup oUro:m, 10 ~ 15 blocks-or ab()ut 500 ·houses, 
under a Supervisor, who was responsible ~or the work. ofthe Enumerators in' hi! 
circle. :Circles were gr.o:upad according to·taJ.uku, malul.ls, or-~u,D.ioipal wnros.intO. 
charges 11nder Charge Superintenden,ts, -who exerciaed general supervision ~v~r. 
th11 Census operstiop~ o,nd test!!d a.la.rge pro_portion of the ,work -of their suhordi· 
D$te$.. Beginning .in January, -th~ E11~tor wrote up: the Oensns schedule& 
fonll persons residing in his ,block; .and ·this: l'flEOtd.- w.a1t then cheQked. and 
corrected by the Supe~ Superintendents ·and .ollioer~. of the District staff.· 
On tlie night of March 1~ the Enumerator went r<1und h~s block and brought his 
r~cQrci up to (late b_y striking out the. names of persons who had died or left the 
b~<19k, fi.lling in en~ries :for fresh arr,ivals and. newly borri infants • 
. . -On tlie mOrning'of the 2nd rif March, the Enumerators of the various bloc~ 

mat the Circle Supervisor at- a plaCe previously arranged, and preparJlC). the fi.rst 
totala of their blocks, sliowing· the number of occupied houses, mal.eil, fBIIlBles 
and. total popUlation for each block: 'nle'Supervisor tlien .combined the block 
total!! into a. cirole.tot~ and sent this on to·the Charge Superintendent, who 
repeated the operation for his charge, ·and reporlelHhe charge total to a specially 
appointed District SUm.m&ry Officer at the head-quarters of ·the district. This 
offioeroombfued'the illlarge.totals into a dil!triot total, and telegraphed the result,· 
in a form -specially supplied in advance, to the Provincial Superintendent .and 
the Census Commissioner for India. All· the totals for· the Presidency we:re 
received by the mornilig of the 14th March, Special precautions were taken tu 
avoid error iii. these· fi.rst totals, with the result that the :final total ol)ly varied· 
frqm the pre~imiuary fi.gures by '15 per cent. or 3 per 2,000. 

Doorenso in the The extent to which the calamities of famine and .plague Lave left their 
..,pulation. eel b r-. m:ark on the population of this Presidency· may be roughly measur Y a 

comparison of the resultS of this Oensus with the forecast. 'Which the Provincial 
S!lperintendent of 1891 dr~w up on the b~is. of t.he· experience gai!lec;i iu 
previous inter~censal periods. Mr~ ·Drew estimated that the population of the 
.Presidency in 1901 would amount in round figures to 30,000,000,. The Census 
.of .lut'Maroh showed a total of 25,5QO,OOO. In other W?rds, the populat~ou 
has .decreased ·by 1,50,0;000 inatead of exceeding by 3,000,QOO the previous 
;~~umbere. When allowaQOB hat! . been made f{)r qmigration and the iue:vitable 
decrease in the birth-rate, which periods of scarcity and iusufticient nourish
ment for a larg~; seotio~ of tbe pQp.ulati~n !DUSt of ne~s(lity produce, there still 
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remains imaence of a ·...i.A iiiorf.aliti ~can Only ooliccounf«lf9!"-• ~~ -~-;g:._-~cr · · · ft,........ · a· · ...,_._ · · -~- · t f silent - · · ef tbe ravages -of famiDe and r-o-. an 11'uwu%eprese ...... .!loll ~~n .9. . • __ _ 
aulfeiing and distress Dot aDjuUy to be~ aiJ deplorable.···~ ! "- • .: -::·: 

• ·c. .. .• _ ..• ·- ' ... ·-_·.·-
. . . ~-ring for the mommit this most o}lrioUs. as it is the sadiles~ a.S]IIICt of tlie_= s~. 
~- of 1901, it may f)e permissible to refer in. brief to some 0~ the special =... 
chmcnlties which the coiDoidence .of the CeDsuS period "with the ~nlated:" of 190L 

~fortunes already desoribed placed betwemi the. Pro'liJ,lciai ~!l~tendeitt" 
and the acoomplishment of his duty, . · · · : , ' . · · · · ' 

WideSpread famine in Gajarlit aud the Deccan left. as . haa ~Y: ~ 
aeeo; little leislll8 1o the District Colleotms in ~hich to organize th~ staft a£; 
Charge. Superintendents, Supervisors, and Enumeratom,. on whom .the work ·o; 
counting the peopLs devolves. l'.l.a,aue in Bombay City . .and the ·Southern. 
Mar-.ttha Country attained ita greatest ~olenoe towards the end of February. 
1901. The temporary diaturbanoe which such affiictions m.u&t. introdu~ 
into the DOrJD&1 distribution of the popu1ation tends to" reduce very eon.. 
siderably the T&lue of Cens~ statistics f~ such areas, juG as surely a8 the pm.: 
oeoupation of nf6cjals is likelf to lead .to less etlicient methods of enumeration: 
Similarly. the fev of the pla,aue thleatened at eme ·time to paralyse. o~tiorui 
altogether. Enumerators could with difiWulti be "brought to facie the risk Qf 
infection to be incurred in enteriDg pla,aue-infected dwellings in Search of the 
occupants. A strildDg instance of this is to be found in the case of Bombay 
City, where a oomplete breakdown was threatened at the·laat:;.moment by the 
desertion of no leas thim 300 .. of tho paid Enumerators. -whose courage forsook 
them in faoo ·of the epidemio. These men were ·replaced ~.ucceasfully, tho\lgh 
with difficulty, and the enumeration in the- end satisfactorily aocomplished. 
The subsequent death of .three Enumerators from pla.,aue, 'in circumstan~ 
strongly suggesting that the infection was contracted by them ·while employed 
on Cenans duty. is a si,aual proof, if further proof be I'OCluired, of the existence 
of formidable and peculiar obstacles to the sneeessfu1 enumeration of many parts 
of the !'residency. · · , : . 

But the special difficulties of the %ecent Ci!nsns by no- means terminated 
with the writing up of the schedules on March 1st. Famine in a modified form, 
and pla,aue of a leas virulent nature, continued to harass many districts in ·the 
!'residency during the period required for the 'abstraction and oompilation·of 
the results, with the inevitable consequence that the important wor"k connected 
~th these prooesses had perforce to be accomplished mainly by untrained 
hands instead of by the usual staff of officials which it is customary to lend for 
the purpose in ordinary years. . The virulence . of plague epidemics scar~ 
away capable candidates from the Bbstraction centres, aud even led on PCcaSions 
to the hurried transfer of the central offices frOm the more' serious infected 
localities to less dangerous neighbourboods. 

Enough has now beell said tO show- that .the sta~ which are ofrelea 
for examination· in the followiug Report were amassed ill the face of Unusual 
difficulties, and are therefore entitled, where they are def~ve. to some speciul 
measure of indulgence. . · - · . . 

. --::. 

It may be of in~ to consider, in the next place, a few of the ~otable Notable 

features in which the Cerisns 'of 1901: ilitlers .from. its pled~ra. Perhaps chan,oes. 

the most importaD.t innovation of the past year's work has beeri. the introduction B ba • . . om if 
mto_ Bombay City of .a syste~ of enumeration hith~o. adopj;ed thrOugh~ut City. 

- . . . 
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the Presidenoy, 'but ocmaidered impracticable in Bomba7 Town and bland 

A. reference to previous Reporla will disclose the f8ct that; whereas residents m" 
the mofussil are . enttmerated b;r CeiiBUB o11lcials, either Government ofli.cm; 
Municipal and Looal ~und servants, Qr volunteers, who visit every dwelling 
place and write up the schedules for the inmateB previous to taking the 
final test that ensures the ·correctness of the record on Censos night, 
Bomba;r City' has always been counted b;r a system more suited to Eumpean· 
countries, where a far higher percentage of literate residents is as a rule to be 
expected. This system allows the issue of ileparate schedules to every head of 
a family, on whom the duty of filling them in correctly, for himself and his 
clependents, subsequently falls, It was suggested to the Municipal Commissioner 
of Bombay that such a procedure could not reasonably be expected to afford 
satisfactory results in a city of 800,000 souls, of whom the great majority' were 
ignorant of the use of writing materials. Oflicisls with long years Df experience 
in Bombay City firmly maintained that any other system was unsuited to the 
habits and prejudices of the population, and foretold inevitable failure if the 
mofussil system of enumerators were introduced. In the end it was decided 
to attempt the more accurate, if less popular, procedure, and the result, mainly 
owing to the tactful labours of Mr. Edwardes, I. C. S., ·· iD special charge, of 
Bombay Town and Island. was uniformly successful amidst circumstances of 
unnsnal diflicnlt;r. 

PaBSing by miDor improvements in the form of Census instructions and 
procedure, which will be duly recorded elsewhere, attention may next be invited 
to the complete revolution which has been effected .in the process of abstraction 
by the adoption, on suggestion by the Census Commissioner, of the European 
system of "slips.''"' Complete details of the working of this novel method of 

. han4ling ststistios are given in the volume dealing with the admiDistration of 
the Census. It will be suflioient here to indicate the nature of the alteration 
by explaining that on previoos occasions each block, containing about 
500 houses, was made a unit for the preparation of detailed statistics, which 
were entered in complex columns on large sheets or registers. At this Census, 
each schedule entry was copied on to two slips of paper, varying in shape 
and colour in s11ch manner that the religion, sex, and civil condition could 
be gathered from the slip at a glan~hese slips were then sorted by 
talukaa ana ;mab;Us, corresponding to aggregates of many hundred blocks. · 
The unit of' eil.try for Provincial statistics being a talukll or maba.I, it will 
be seen that the new method furnished, in one operation, the data which could 
previously be arrived at only by a lengthy process of compilation from the 
intricate, and too often inaccurate, registers. When it is added that the new 
system resulted in a saving of over Rs. 30,000 on the expenditure for the Bombay 
Presidency in the 1891 Census {Rs. 2,05,000), the advantages of the innovation 
will be patent to the most critical observer. A. sketch of ~he slips used for this 
system 1>f abstraction, showiDg the signification of each· shape and oolour, is 
given on the frontispiece to this Report. 

In the third place, it may be claimed for the present Census that special · 
attention has been devoted to the ethnological features of the numerous castes 
and tribes of the ·Presidency, with a view to arriving at a classification of 
the amorphous social entities known by these designations, .m?N in luirm.on;r . 
with modern soienti&.o requirements. To the student of the castes and tribes 
of Bombay (including Sind), the classification scheme adopted in 1891 must 



baY8 p:t :seutecl IIIIIDY difticalties, and 1aia opea to Dlliaerous objeotions, DOt &he 
least serions of which would be the~ entry of castes tm.der ByJlOnymoas 
terms, the preponderatiDg'YOlame of divisioas named DDSpeCified (suggesting the 
couveuient but uniustructive heading or" snu·lries .. m which it is sometimes the 
pnctie& t.o group the moat fonoidableit.ema of a Iady'aacconnts), &he inclusion of 
geographical and sectarian terms not denoting any social cleavage-and the 
nnsuggestive medley of maiD and subordinate tn"bal names under which the 
historically interesting Mahomedan tribes of the Province of Sind were india-
criminateiJ grouped. .Ear11 attempts were made in connection with the prese~t 
Census to paYB the way for a more consistent and scientific classification of the 
population of the Presidency, starting frOm the valuable data which Mr.· Drew 
coDected and published in 1891. The methods adopted for arri?ing at; the 
desired result. are described m Chapter VIII. Sniliceithereto J81118rkthat. far 
hom perfect as the present cla..j6cat;ion must inevitsbl1 be pronounced, it 
may fairly claim to be an important advance on previous efforts, and showd 
perhaps form a nsefnJ groundwork on which to hasethe Ethnographic Surve1 of 
the Presidency. For this zesult tha reseazches of S~ James Campbell. autho~: 
of the Bombay Guet1eer. the efl"orta of pi9Vious Plovincial Superintendenia. 
and the Wl1J.ing contributions o£ volunteer committees instituted in connection 
with the Census oE 1901, are entitled to the chief_ oredit.1 
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Ymally, the recent constitution o£ the Bombay Improvement 'rrust. which r,:e Bombay 

requires Dl its measures dealing with OVBIOlOwding m the city tha guidance of -rr::;:ve.neot 

detailed statistics not hitherio available. and the difficnlties experienced by the 
Rcalth Department of the Municipality in ooping with lite plague epidemic. 
owing to the want of adequate statistical information concerniiJg the sectional 
and structural distribution of the population of Bomba;y, have led to a apecial 
elaboration of the statistics eoDected in Bombay Town and Island with a :view 
to meeting the ~equirem.enta of lioth bodies. The C8nsus in Bombay has thus 
placed on record, in accordance with suggestions received from the Trust and the 
Corporation, additional particlllars dealing with structural units, i.e. the ~pula-
tion of tenements, IOOIIIa and tJ.oom. the dalcription of buildings complete 01' m . 
OOUI'88 of ooustruction, and the ctistribution of the population by sections and 
circles, designed to offer material assistance both to the Trust in their work of 
reconstructing Bomba;y, and to the Municipality in arrangin .. for the better · 
aanitation of the Island •. Full padiculam of these tables ..riu h8 found iJl 
Yr. Edwardes' Report (see VoL XI). · 

. T~e ~ost _noticeable f-:atures of the statistical . survey of the Presidency Summary. 
which IS gtven 10 the follomng pages are : · · . . . . 

(1) A considerable decrease in the population of the besidency Proper and 
ot its Feudatory States. 

(2) A large increase in the population of Sind. 
(3) A substantial increase in the number of Christians. 

1 
By a fPeCialllsolutma of lJ.. Boml:ai GoYen~~Deot isouec1 in ;r-'- 1900, orders • 

for the '---~-0 of -~ • • • .~:s were g.wn 
""""""" • llOIIllm • ..,_ CODiainiug olllcia!a aod nau..otl!aiala in every diatricf; &Dd State 

thzoaghout the Pr<adeocy. These committees,.., c"·--' with ... _ • • • 
-"-- th subdi • · -s•~ """ 1Dlporlaa6 taU: of m't'eSti• 
"-. e . >111ona of IIODie of the leacliDg casta of Bomba1, of underiaking a.u athno· 
gn.phi::al n,new of man7 otben, aod of prapariog a complete list of caa&ea aod tn"bea • 
""'""'of IIOCial ,_,..... lilimr in•--- aod -L-u gto4pud m 
c- ·--....,. , ... ,.. .. e !8p0l'ta- the lellllt. 
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. :~ . (~):A grea~ d~crell8~ in the portion of the p,epulati'on· afBicted with i~san~ty; 
· ' · · ' deBf"Dlnt•sm, blindness and leprosy.' · . · " . · · · . ·. . .... . 
' ··(G) A rem~r~ble iil~e in the.f&ctory popUla;tion; · .. . 
, • • • ' • • • , f . • . • • • 

: . Introduction~, if they .are to servl! _the. p~se 'tor whloh they are ritte~ 
whiob. is, J; 'take it, to . enable ~he . readers of boo~ bOund in u~rlthtg 
}>lue ,covers ;to p1,1t, a$i~ such billkY. compilations. after .perusing 'the. prefatory 
remarks, with .the impreSsion that :they have mastered the substance of the 
contents, must. before. ali thiljgs . bfl brie~, . '~his is. perhAps not an inadequate 
excuse for bringin11 tQ .a. conclu$ion the foregoing )lrief summary of the not&
worthy, incidents o~ the. Census: of 19!)1. 

. . ' . 
. .It is fortunately ho'pa.rt·of the l'rovilicia\ Superintendent's duty to account 

for the existence ooHamilie, pla,"tle,. or any othe~ of tbe a&sumed or demonstrated 
cawies that· have influenced the .fortunes and: fate' of the suft'~ring millions of this 
Presidency during the decade now· being .passed in: teView.. The oause of the 
monsoons. on which the food supply· of the population depends, the reasons:£~ 
agricultural indebtedness;· tending to undermine the ·staying. power of the 
cultivate~ the conditions fa vourli.ble to' the growth .8D(l spread of plague bacteria, 
and the mosli efficient ·measUres for reducing the mortality due to epidemic 
diseases, are problems which happily he· is not required to solve. It is even 
doubtful whether an ~xpression of sympathy: with the pe()ple in th~ir:~ and 
:Drl~fortUn.es is .a recognized part of .a. Census Report. 

Be that 'as it may, the spectacle of silent misery, bravely borne,. presented 
by a population that has lost in a period of ten years·no less than 3,000,000 
souls; is one ·which it is impossible to contemplate unmoved. Stated thus 
in' crude figures, th_e total mortality but imperfectly conveys an impression 
of ·the hardships through which the ·bulk of the ·population. have passed 
in reo$nt . years. In Gujarat, hitherto knomi: as the garden of the l'resi~ 
denoy, simple-minded :Bhils, deprived for· il. season· of their ordinary means 
of subsistence, and ignorantly distrustful of liberal measures taken for 

· their relief, have wd down their lives in uncomplaining siJ.ence. In the less 
fertile plains 'Of the D~, sturdy :Marathils have clung to their ancestral 
holdings, lying baked and sterile in the pitlless glare of a cloudless sky, 
until their. debilitated frames were weakened beyond the hope of reconstitution, 
when they. quietly passed from the scene of their toil. Respectable families, too 
proud to accept State .charity, have suffered and.died in the saddened isola· 
tion .of their deserted villages. .The ravages of an 4-repressible and mysterious 
epiil,emio 'hS:ve· swePt· away thousands in· all' conditions of life, of every age, 
and in every part of the Presidency, leaving widows to lament their husbands, 
htisbands deprived of their' wives, children on a sudden orphans, and parent.q 
lamenting the loss of their offspring. Few .sadder or more distressing sights 
could be conceived, no more_ eloquent testimony bo~e tq. the 1:10rrow hrqught to 
many a peaceful h~e,·than the spectao~e of .small children, sole survivors of 
a lsr~ .family, driftit•g :frQJI!. the scene og tl!eir tJ,"ou,bl~ ~ th!! house o_f _some 
distant relative or caste acquaintance. Yet this, and many such sights, were 
part of ~he daily experience of officials on plague duty daring the trying times .~f 
the earli~ pl~ue epidemics. 

To such misfortunes, and to . much more than can be c;lB!Icribed, or . even 
suggested, in. these . pages, the population of the Bomb By l'residenc,y; . hss 
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.,_ fore,d to submit dming the past ave yea.m of st.arvation and disease. 
It is often alleged that. in the case of deaths doe to privaticm. the suJfering 
of the victims is mercifolly less inteo.se than would appear to the casual 
obeerrer. It may be so. At least it c:au be Eaid that these trials have been 
sustained by the people of this provinee with great self-possession and control; 
and that they have rendered secure the foundations of a re1•ntation for patient 
endurance and brave perseverance that had already become historical. Better 
still. they establish thereby an irrefutable claim on the spnpathy o£ their 
rulers, who can but trust. in the words wrung from the greate..-t of modem poets 
in the extremity of prilllte grief. 

• • • • that good ,..;n fall 
.M .... r.r olf, "' .... t.o all, 
.ADd enry ....mter ...... to IIJKiDg. 

UTBODUO. 
TlON. 
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APPENDIX A·. 

Note on mt)rtality due to Epidemio Diseases iD. the Bombay 
· ~sidency iD. the period 1891-1901~ 

(Contrillutd 61 tk 8a•itary c-~ to GOWf'n•llll.) 

In discussing the epidemice between 18)1 and 190 0, it may be taken as a. basis that. 
the average yearly number of deaths from 1890 to 18:l9 (inclusive) amounted to 581,352 or 
30·89 per 1,000 on tbe population of 1891, The years 1832, 189,, 1896, 1897, 1899 show' 
ligures above this average : • · · · 

. 
1890 "' , .. 463,616 or 2S·18 1896 

·~· ~6,47~ or 81•69 
18!11 ... ••• ~ 111,132, .. 17-26 1897 .... . .. 7 49,916 .. 89·81 
1&9Z ... . .... 611,742 " 32·SO 1898 ... ... 5.S,82& " 29·16 

'1898 - ••• 511,831 .. 27·20 1899 ••• . .. 672,109 .. 89-72 
189i ... ... 6i17,179 " 32-1!6 · 'UIOO ••• 318,783 "'71Hl7 
1895 ... .... ::38,640 " 28-61 

Now,-of the tohl numbor of deaths in each ;year .from 1891 to 1895 over 70 per cent. 
were aacribed to Fever, and in 1896 the percentage was very little under that (69·1 ). After i.896, 
Plague aet in and alao Famine oonditions prevailed, and the percentage on tataJ deaths due to. 
Fever OJ:clllli" of Plague sank to.5,·0~ in 1897, they were one per cent, higher in 1898, and 
iben in 1899, the~ of severest Plague mortalit,r, tO 33·9, . . · · · 

The percentage of deaths dna to''. Other causes" from the year, ~8~1' to:l89B v~ried; 
from 14.·3 to 18•03 per cen~. In 1897 a slight r!se took place (19•1), followed by a. great in~ 
(32•1) in 18~8, still farther .increased in 1899 to 37·9 •. With Nferenoe to Dyseutery. anq 
piarmma from 1891 to 1898 the pereouta.,oe to total deaths iu each ,year nev.er exceeded ;·S 
per cent. In 1897 it 1'010 to 11•4 pa- cent., in 1~8 it. was 10·3 per cent., and 1u ~899 ·;~ waa 
11·12. . . 

It Deed only be remarked that the daoline in the percentage of aea.ths due 'to .; Fever" 
J • - ••• 

and tho rise in tho m~ due to " Dysentery and Diarrhau" aud " Other causes" is coincident 
with the oooorrenoe of Pla.gue, whieh caused a great deal ofa.ttention to be paid to re~istration 
and more particular care eUrciaed as to what ~eadings the deaths were ascribed •. With ragard' 
to "Dysentery a.ud Dia.rrhma.," it must be borne in mind that P11mine causes from l897 onwaros 
had also something to do with tile inorea3e under this heact : · · : · · ' 

With these brief remarks o~ .the chief cawes of :nortality, I proceed to the zeview of tll; 
epidemic diseases Cholera 11nd Small-pox. • · · ' 

: Cholera., though ~vera at ~~rt11in times and pl.;_, has not ca.~, thr~ughout the decad~; 
t4P high mortality witb, zefereiiCe to the~ whole_ a.,unual_ mortality 11o.1 have ~e. '-en~~~ ?-ise~s~ 
before reviewed: · . 

._ ~· .•.•.• ·••··• .... -·-· d. • J 

l89L 1892. l8ll3. 1881. 189li. 

Ratio per 1,000 of populatioa ... ... IHI5 ll-28 1'()0 • 1'78 0·47 
J,>.....,.tage Oil total deaths !.!• ... 3•.fo 7-Dl 3-68 5·5 1·65' 

1898. 1897. l8ll3. uoe. JliOO. -
Ratio per 1,000 of populAtion - ... 1-88 8·03 01!3 0•46 S·il 
Peroentage on total deaths ... ... G-9 7·6 0•79 l•ll7 12'4 

0!6-66 
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APl'EXDIX A. Itwffi Lueen thatthe worat oatbreab ocounecl in 1802, J89J, 1896, 1'197, oorreopoodfn:;-
very oloaely wit~ the years. the yearly. '_'l"rtality """ above the avorage, and of ooane the 

1
_ 

1900 shows a h1gh mortahty from· th11 oaJUe, bat tho eaases were e:reeptional •nd are 
110

t 
further discaned. 

Aa regards the incidence of the dileaaeia tho Regiltratioa District., Bind may be noted 
as very free from Choler!' oa.tbu.rsta.fr9~ 1~91 to 1899, It """ praotioally free except in the 
ycara 1892 lind 18~0. In 1892 tl'ie Ccllootorate of Kar4obl lost 9•98 per 1,000 of population 
from this eauRII, Hyderabad 6-91, Shikllrpur 3·0, and Upper Siocl Frontier 4-10, and of the 
towns Knrachi (12·11), Hydcrabnd (11~69), and Sakkur (7-Si) were aeveroly affected, In 18~9 
the Colleotorate of ~ard:obi was aTone affected, losing 4•S7 per 1,000 o! ita popnlstion, Ka~Achl 
town suffering to the extent of S1•2& of its populati011o 

For too Gujarllt and Deceau diatriota, a Table A ia appended. The figurea for the ye&l' 
1900 though sh01vn are not commented upon, In the Gujarat District there waa a severe out
buret in 1803 and somewhat less severe in the year• l894r and 189G, Tho di.tricta of Snrat 
and ]JI'CI&Ch eu~ most. 

In the other ~ooan aiatricts,Cholerais ;...rely absent for an en'ire year, but in they~ 
1898 and 1899 the outbreak was light, seven di.tricts out of the thirteen escaping in the &rat 
year and ldght in t)je next, ln 1897 tho high ·ligures ate attribntable to Famine. Ahmed~ 
nagar, Poona and ShoJ4pnr appear to· be the distriotw moat affected. · • 

Some towns (see Table B' ~ppenled) are o:lfectoci every year and very ba<Uy. Plaoes· 
of pilg1image such as Po.ndb~ur ~nd N4sik with frequent severity, also lArge osntrea of 
population like Ahmednagar, Shola~~' Gokak and Athni, are U..bie io' -er. outbal'Bta. Thl!' 
City of Bombay, though cholera is of :yearly occurrence, does not ebow hlgb Jigurea, 

Smnll~po>: dnriug the period nnder.review bas not added much to the mortality. Iu the 
Colleotoro.tes very mrely has the mortality reached 0·~0 per ·1,000 of the population, aud ill 
this, tciwns are iucludJd, and in the majority of cases the death-rato from tbia cause is very 
much below 11-50 (see Table 0 appended). · In 1892 only' in the Broach District was the rate 
attained. In 1893 the mortality itl Tblina was 0·?8 and in Kol4~,a()o~5; in ]896, the high 
rates were, in Kb6ndNb 0.94-, NUik 0·8.2, Surat 0•79, and the P&DOb 'Mahala 0·87; in 1897, 
Khoo~esb 9·78, Broach H3, and Thar and ·Piirkar 1•01 ; in 18J3, 'Jhllna &56, Smnll-pos 
gives higher mortality in towns and the Table .D ahows thi1. 

In eome o£ the towns the disease li.ppeara endemic each as N llsik, City of Bombay, Poonll', 
ll.linebennur. • . · . 

As regercls the City of Bombay and Kar11chl town ia which vaooinatiou is compulsory, 
owing to tlio constllnt influx of strangers it is difficult to seoure the vaociDJnion of al~ but the 
result in keeping the death-mte from this disease low is very s&tisfaotory. Thereo was a seriouf 
epidemic outbllrat in the latter part of the year 1899-1900 in Bombay City, dae to the enormous 
influx of people'flying from famine-stricken parts. ·': ' · '''·•l ·> . , , . · 1 

In Poena imcl N4sik, vacciDation is not compulsory, ~~ond these also are places which atf 
cerlain pm:iods of the year attraot a 'large nnmber nf outsiders:· 

· In eome·of· the o'tLer lowni sadden severe outbursts Lave from time to time takm plaoe, 
as in Panvel, Dbltrwllr, and Ranebeunar in 18)2, Yeola'and A.lib4g in 1805, Dhalia and Godhnt 
m 1896, N asirabed ill 1897, and BO.Tsi and Ranebennur in 1898 ; but the vocclnatioil is DOD• 

clompnlsory and ;, always more diJiicult tcr earry on · in- toiVJis, and eo iufants. eseape vaecinatiOIJ. 
only to fall victims lstar to SmaU·po:r. 

'" 



. 
Collec:lo<aieo. U91. 

Khandesh , .. 1•86 

Nt<ik ... ... 1'15 

'l'h'- ••• ... 0•16 

Koblb"'"' ... 0·23 

Ahmeduagar ... 2-57 

Poo1111o ••• ... 2•18 

Shohlpur ... 8·25 

SatAta ... ... o·ro 

R&tnagiri ... 0'12 

Belgaum. "' 0·29 

Dhwar ... 0·9~ 

Bijapur ... &35 

Kai.nam ••• ... 0·~ 

Surat ... ... . .. 
Broach. ••• ... ... 
Kaim ... ... . .. 
Panch Mahala ... 0'07 

Ahmedabad ... 0·03 

CHOLERA Ill COLLl!C'l'OBATBS. 

:Ratio per 1,000 qf populatiotl, 

189Z. 1119!. 19111. l89L lBif. 
. 

-- - -

o·8o Ni8 2•82 ()-69 1'19 

1-!!~ 1-10 2·.22 o·s3 1·85 

0'79 ()-{4, O·G2 0'06 1·90 

1•22 G-48 6•46 0·64 2·08 

2·88 1·96 2·23 G-98 3·26 

2-29 1·13 ~-60 0·£3 ;;•97 

0·59 2-34 8•48 1'52 1•30 

2·09- 1-52 8·74 1·]0 8·03 
. 

0'08 0·13 1-69 0'32 o-26 

5•20 0·30 1•38 0·17 8·10 

7·91 0·09 0•73 1·50 1-91 
. ... 

1997. 

2·29 

.. 
4.·06 

!-63 

"25 

~·17. 

8•63 

5~68 

9•03 

1-63 

N1 

1·68 

&84- &20 1•78 . . 0·26 6·59 - 5·79 

0·68 0·01 0·15 0·13 0'27 0'93 

()-85 5·78 1•68 0•01 1'76 G-19 

0-65 8'86 !"21J . .. 1-98. 0·03 

0·38 1'82. 0•18 &16 0-98 0•01 

0•79 1'29 0•15 0·38 1·09 0·02 

0'23 0·67 &06 0·23 1-68 ... 
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... 1_:_ 1898. 

. . 

. - - . 
-

-·· .. 
18·94 ... . .. . . 

-- -. . .. . D·01_ 11-39 

--
0·01 .. . !256 
. - .. 

.. 
0·03 ... 13·57 
~ 

-· 
0111 . ... . 11·94 

.. . 
. -·- 'N!7 ... ... 

... ... 7-42 

..~·I ... 9·69 

... .. . 5·56 

0·09 4-42 4-1)1 

8-86 ·1·27 0•75 

... 0·17 2-40 

D-18 0·26 0·18 

. 1()-50 ... .. . 
. 

. .. ... 15115 

... ... 14·29 

... ... lB-41 

... . .. 13·52 

--
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TABLE B. 
CuoLBR.A. IN TowNs. 

Ratio p6r 1,000 of population. 

Dhalla .••. • .. . ... . .. . 
ChopcJa~.. • ••. ttt .••• 

Nulrab&d ... ... ... 
NAalk l.. ..,. ... ' ... 

' 'fcola ••• ,,, ... ! ... 

M'1eiaon ··· ... 
I 

... ' ... 

f-411 

1118 

411 

1'47 

11"69 

~·· 

8'86 0•68 

1111 

411 
8•'1'1 

ThADI : .. ... 
KolyAD; .. I~ ... ' 

Clty.of l!ombo,y 

' ... ~ ... 
IIi I 

... 1'16 
0•82 I . 2•Z2 

0·18 11"20 

11"67 

o·O!l 
11"18 

10'93 

0•61 

10'18 
, ' 

r.anl ... ... ... ' &68 - 3117 -
AUWg f .. ... ... ' ... &M 8•57 

Jdab6d ••• I ... . ... 
. ·: / 

Abaieclnapt .... ' ... 
. . . 

' &apmlaer ... 1 

1oo.aL ..... . 
JaDDarJ., •• , 

Sbol'p.,l. "' 
' ' I '" B4rsl ~.. ,,, 

Paadho;pur ... 

I"· .... . ... 
... 
... 
". 

... 

i'" 
' ... .... 
' 

' 

... 
. ' 0'76 

. .. 
1·68 
1•90 

11-86 

.. .. 

i 1'31 

8At4ta ... '' · •• , 
' 

.... G-28 • 

8oj1 

8•311 

Nl 

7110 
0'87 

0•16 

1•36 

11"81 

6•29 

1•111 

u·o8 
1•09 

1•66 

8•61 

<1-12 

11-23 

19•1.!1 

o·or 
0'99, 

Kardd ·~· 
WAll ... 

... 
······ 

Bola4gl~ ... 

Belgauaj .. .'" 

' ... 
... 
... ... 

Ook6t i.. ..• . . .. 
Athal J.. .. . 
D~.:a. . . . ... . : .. 

I 

Bubll ~·· ••• 
~ag·Bot!ipli 

BI.Debom11ar ... 

BljA»:'" ~· .
1 

• 

ltalidsl\ 
K&\rwb.~, 

Sah.f .~. 
B.Wr .~. 

. . ,''' 

... 
.... "" 

... 

... . ' no 

... 

... 
". JJro~.·-

Jambual1r 

1\al.. J.. 
... ' ... 
... . .. 

Nadllllt .... · · ... ... 
I 

... 0•96 

... ... 
••. - 0•89 

&38 

6•18 
, .. -. I,_. 

... . ·o-u 

1 ... 

: ... .., 
..... ' 

i ... 
' 

..~ 

Bollld +· ... ' ... . ... 
&paaV~J ..... , .... '·-
Gadlmr. j'•• ... ~ ... : ••• 

! 
i•&O 

Dohaa· .•• • .. 
Am•w· · · ... : ::: l ... 

I ... 1,· «:J.,.ha. -!-• • 

Vltamjplm • · • ... 'I 

:Pllolka. ~.. ••• ••• 

::: , ... : .... .... 
i ... 

·~· ... 
. ' 3•19 ' 1•27 . 

··06 p·88 7•10 

1•88 0•37 :NO . . 
&'8B ... · • J·az· 

11'80 

,: lt(J9 ~ ,.u· I ooo 

••• 
()"05 

0064. 

• 0•86 

~ d,ao 
ll'M 

0.311 
4•39 
4'88 

... . ... 
' 0·06 

' ... . ..... ,, 
I .... 

... ... 
1117 

Nl 
... . .. 
3•00. 8•16 

8•87 0'81 

3•29 8•:16 

8·8~ ·•· 

S··il •u 

1•79 1•98 

a-su o•1o . 
1>22 ••• 

~o(IU 

'1JI•l4,· - ... 

()"26 0'88 

0110 ... 

1·88 

1·03 

... 

... 

--1- --!-1-
--1---~~-

...• 
0'1.1 

8•&5 

8·80 

o·oo 

... 
2•18 

0'4'T • 4•16 

ll-0& HIS 

0118 B-93 

... f•89 

J'OB 046 

ooQ9 o·16 

17'24 &67 

0'13 8·00 

... 3'81 

... . u·06 

... 
) 

1'7' 
0•06 

...... 8"84 

8•7D 

0'18. 

... 

'!' 

' '* 
o-~ 

• 1'88. 

G-18 

OiO 
' , .. . . 

6•48 

,.M 
0'48 

8•81 

1'90 

~·BI ... 
l.·sa 
1•78 

1'87" 
.O'M 

'o-21. 

,Z.S9 

1<1-19 

. .. 

8•67 

8•26 

26·68 

11"82 

8-09 

6•17 

9·68 

1'68 

OiO 
&17 

8'70 

2'GG 

H8 

71.7 

9•66 

8•22 

7·io 
22•38 

6'79 

8·77 

8:(B 

0•28 

oii•OB 

4•21 

8•26 

oii'OB 

QoM 

lt87 

o'l7 

008 

! , .. 

~· 

11"06 ... 

11'18 0"14 

0'1!8 ·-

•.•r. ~ ••• 

.,. 1'81 

10116 

... 01111 

017oil 8·18 

o-M 1'81 

14'811 •••• 

0•07 

·- ... 
.. , 

11"01 
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TABLE o; 

SJU.LL-Pox nr CoLLECI'ORA1'ES. 

Batio per 1,000 of population. 

. 

~ ~ 1811& 1893. l8IK. 18!15. 18IMI. . 
. 

KIWidesh ... ... 0·24 0"!0 11"16 0"63 il-34 o-94 

NUik ••• ... ... 11"10 11-22 11"42 o-os 11"37 G-82 

TbUia ••• . .. . .. 0·09 0·23 11-iS 11"19 0·06 0·09 

Koll.ba ••• ... .. o-oG O·Sii o-5S 1)-!3 0-40 11-28 

Abmednagv ... ... ... 0-()2 0"15 0·11 ()-03 0·05 

Poona ••• ... . .. 0·02 0-IS 0•26 G-27 -0·10 Al-13 

Sho!apar ... ... ()-01 11"05 0"26 0"13 o·~ ()-01 

Si.t&ra ••• ... . .. o·os o-06 "o-07 o-09 ()-03 . 0·04 

Ratn,giri ... ... O·lll 11-25 0·16 o·2! 11-16 ()-19 

Belgau111 ... ... 0•15 G-15 G-Oi o-o3 0·10 o-.u 

DMrwlir ... ... Cl-13 G-46 G-44. 1)-05 0"04 ()-21 

Bij'par .•• . .. ... 0·09 ()-1~ 0"42 0·06 o-os ()-01 

Koinara .. , ... ... 0•04 11-06 0·09 0·38 0·05 11-03 

Sarat ... ... ... 0·05 0·20 o-o~ 11"14 11"09 0·79 

Broach ... ... ... 0•07 0"50 ... o·ii1 <rOll ()-38 

Kaira ••• ... ... o-o~ ... 0·01 G-01 G-01 0"30 

Panch MaMis ••• ... 0·06 0-()3 0·02 o-n ... 0"87 

Ahmedabad .. . ... O·Ol 0•01 0·01 0-81 G-08 G-32 

Karachi ... ... O·OS 0·02 0•04 ... 0·01 0·39 

Hyderabad ... ... 0•02 ()-03 ... . .. 11"15 11-25 

Thar and P&rhr ... ... c-os .. . . .. 11"01 11"42 

Shikirpar ... . .. 0·07 0·03 0·01 0·03 o-os 0•17 

Upper Sind Prootier .. ... ••• .. . ()-03 0-()7 G-26 

I 

A.PPEKDU: A. 
---

I 

1897.,1898. lli9S. 

-
I 

I 
0·781 11"42 ()-02 • 

' 
0·2!' 11-22 o-o3 

I 
0·04 ' 0•07 0·56 

I 

o-o~: ... Cl-46 

11-19 - 11"16 11-06 
I 

11-13 G-07 006 

I 
0·24. 

I 
G-21 G-10 

0-()! I 0 02 G-02 

o-o1 I ... 0·03 

' . I 
O.M 11-06 I 0·01 

I 
o-29 ' 

' 
0·16 0·14 

o·o3 I (loll! ()-24 

0"02 o-u ll-20 
. . 

D-0) . .. . .. 
1·13 ... . .. 
0·01 . .. . .. 
0·03 ... o-o3 

0·0! ... . ... 
043 11-.02 0·04 

o-os . .. . .. 
1-()1 018 ..-. 
0•23 . .. . .. 
0·29 G-04 . .. 

I 
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Towa~. 

DhaU.. ... ... . .. ... 
Naodarb4r ... ... ... 
Cbo(Jda ... ... ... ... 
Nulrabld ... ... ... 
Niollt ... . .. ... ... 
Tool. ... ... ... .. . 
)Uicgaoa ... ... ... 
ThAna ... ... ... .. 
Xaly4a ... ... ,:·· ... 
CltJ: of Bomb&7 ... ... 
l'anvel ••• ... ... ... 
Allb4g - ... . .. ... 
Jlobid ... ... . .. ... 
A'h-'~aapr ... ... ... 
Sangu.mDcr ... ... ... 
Poona ... ... ... . .. 
JUDDal' ••• ... ... "' 
ShoUpar ... ... ... 
Bf.nl ... ... ... ... 
!4t.lm ... ... . .. ... 
Balldgiri ... ... ... 
Jlelpam ... ... ... 
J.llml. ..... ... . .. ... 
Dhirw6r ... ... ... 
HabU ... ... . .. ... 
Jl4aoheaoat ... ... ... 
Bij4P.,. ... ... ... .. 
Kllrwlr .. , ... ... ... 
Satat ... ... .. . ... 
Brooch ... ... ... .. 
Koila ... ... ... ... 
a.dblr. ... ... ... ... 
Do bad ... ... ... ... 
Oogha ... ... . .. ... 
lt.r4chl-. ... ... ... 
Hyderabod ... ... '" 
Umarkot ... . .. .. 
Sbikhpur ... ... ... 
Salttur ... ... '" ... 
Lllrkh4na ... ... . .. 
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TABLE D. 

BMALL-Po:r. IN ToWNs. 

:Batio per 1,000 qf population. 

'"~ 
, .... , ... ,,... l.S. 

- -. 
O'GO 1115 -· o-o. ... ... 
1'69 "' ... 1'80 1•0\1 

... 1'19 ... 0'19 .. . 

.. . . .. '" '" ... 
0'0\1 0'0\1 0'158 0118 0'0\1 . .. ... . .. ... 8-M 

0•58 ... .. . . .. .. ... 
... 0•06 1•01 . .. .. . 

0118 O'H 1'98 ... 0'16 

0'15 . .. CHIS 0'611 O'liS 

~··· 
2·GO 0'19 .. . 0'96 

... O'U 0'11 0'61 5'96 

... 1-GI. 1'80 ·- ... 

.. . IHIS 1'06 - '" . .. ... 0•78 ... .. . 
0'08 0112 0•84 0'60 fi'Oil 

... '" 1'00 ... .. 

.. . 0'16 1'48. O'U 001 

... ... '0'78 o·to . .. 
0•18 ... 0'80 0•47 

'" ... .. . 0'66 N7 0'07 

0'0\1 0'18 0'07 0'116 0'48 

OoQ6 0'19 ... . .. ... 
0'71 8'011 0'18 ... o·JG 

. .. QolO 1•88 ()o03 ... 
H. 1•68 0'6& O'U 0117 

0'~: ... ... ... ... 
.. . l'Jl Qo~ 0',1 ... 
... ... o·o1 o·o1 ... 
. .. . .. ... o·os O'iO 

'" ·- ... ... . .. 
... .. . ... O'Q ... 
. .. . .. 0·81 1·46 ... 
0"5 O'i6 0•1& ... ... 
001 0'11 0'08 O'Ol 0'01 

... ... ... .. . 1-M 

.. . ... ... ... o·M 

... . ... 0'17 ... QoOJ 

... ... ... 0'14 

- -... ... ... ... 

IJIDO, 111111, £ 
- - 0'06 0'06 

1'17 D-18 ... ... 
NO D-19 0'11 0'19 

... 3-70 ... . .. 
O'Q 1117 018 087 

- ... 1'86 ... 
2·18 ... .. . ... 
0'08 0'06 "' 1'48 

fl'liS ... ... '" 
01lli 0118 0'07 G-M 
0'68 ... ... 8'7 • 

1'38 ... . .. ... 
. .. '" . .. '" 
O'OJ 0'88 0'05 0-76 

0·61 . .. . .. 0•10 

o-u o·8z 0'08 0'08 

.. . ... ... .. . 
0118 1118 0'15 11'4.2 

.. . o-H 1'87 ... 
... ... .. . ... 

11'07 0'07 . .. . .. 
0'111 ... .. . 0'08 

... . .. 0'68 0'19 

0·03 . .. ... . .. 
~()til 0'19 0001 .. . 
0'19 0'68 !!-.0 ... 
.. . .. . 0'08 .0116 

... ... .. . .. . 
1•76 0'81 0'01 ... 
. .. z·ti ... .. . 

O'liO ... .. . ... 
10·116 ... ... .. . 

O·J6 0'08 ... O'M 

.0"6 0'16 o·tr ... 
0'87 0'60 0'06 0'10 

1V1 0'01 '" ... 
1·97 10'18 ... .. . 
1•66 1'00 ... . .. 

I 01lli 0'07 . .. ·-
1.0 0'7& ... .. . 
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APPENDIX B. 

Note on the Begistration of Vital Statistics in the Bomba:r l'residency. . . - . 

1. The system of aoDectiDg Vital Statistics differs materiallr in mUDicipal towDB and in 
villages. 

(") Under the Bombay HDDicipal Act of 1901, every MDDicipallty •ay make bye
laws for &he regimation of births, deaths, and marriages within· the municipal district, and 
for enforeing the apply of mch information as may be n~ to make nch registmtion 
effective. 

In moo& Muniaipalitis it is the duty of the Municipal Secrelary fD keep ihe birth and 
death registen, theN beiag DO ngimation of -mages. The duty of aollectiDg ilia inform
ation of birtbs and deodhe ia uaally depnted to t.he Sanitary Inspector, who ia in most; cases 
a general &etotam, and who hu no speeial facilitiee for obtaining information escept that his· 
other dnties lad him to visit all quart.ere of the town. This agency is most; iDelfective and 
in most mllllieipal toWII8 birih nptration eepecia1ly is very defective. 

The 11111Dieipal byeolan, !18 a role, Jmke it ineumbent on the puente of the ehild. or the 
head of &he family in the - of a death, to report to the Mllllicipal Secretary the occurrence 
of a birth or death, 1111der a peaalty limited toRs. 5. As a matter of fact, prosecntions are 

• very oeldom instituted, and &he penalty inllicted in case of convicf;iOil ia uually a nominal one 
of 4 or 8 llllll&8, which has no elect. As the oftence for which the fine is inflicted can . 
obviously not be of frequent recurrence in any one family, the punishment shoald be such as 
would heve a deterrent effect on' others, if it ia to secure any impro~ in registration. 

(b) In villages the collection and registration of vital iltstiatice (births and deaths) 
is carried out by the Patel, or headman, under the rtiles given in ihe Manual of Village 

· Aecounts (Part I, Remarks on Form li), which state that this form and the registers and 
returns are kept in accordance with the requirements of the Sanitary Department and 
are to be 6lled in by the Pollee Patel, or, if he ~ write, by the -ri11age IICOOUntanl; 
or other competent pel'SOD. 1111der the iDstnlctions of the Pollee Patel. At the end of each 
mon&h an euet; copy of all entries for the month is to be forwarded by the Pollee Patel 
to the M Mnlatd£r for transmissi'>ll to the Deputy _Sanitary Commiasioner. The roles also 
state that the entries in the register of births and deaths should be made as sron as . . 
poasible, and that the village otllcera should not be satisfied with waiting till the birth or 
death is reported, but should make ~uent enquiries so as to make the return complete 
and correct. 

There ia thu no obligation whatever on any one to report a birth or death, and the 
whole responsibility of eollecting and recording vital statistics among the rural population 
devolves on the village o&icers. In the Deccan districts, where the Patela are men of some 
influence, and where the Mahllrs, or village watchmen; are entitled to certain gifts on the 
birth of a child, the above agency, though far from being all that could be desired, ia fairly 
suooeeeful. But in the Konbn districts, where the Patela ave no influence, and the 
:Mah4rs get no perquisites, birth J:egistration particularly ia atnmely defective. 

2. The "ri11age registers are cheoked. or rather inspected. by the Cilcle Inspectors, 
V arcinators, Sanitary Inspecton, Deputy Sanitary Commissionera, and Revenue ollieers. 
All that this inspec\ion ean test ia the llllC1IrBCJ' with which individual entriee are made, · 
and whether there is any great dilfereru:e between the nonnr.l birth and death rate and 
the population of the village. The Vaccination establishment ean deteot discrepancies 
in &he birth register when children are brought up for vaccination whoee names do not appear · 
in the birth register. Deatlla of young children can also be checked at the same time. 



.lPPI1Nnix B. -
2GO 

• These t.Oata are only of use in enauring that a fair amount of attention i1 paid by the 
vlllago omcers to the r.bllection of vital atati•tie~; • 

8. Tho ofl'~t of Famine on the stati1tica Y&rie1 in cliferent loeaiitica: 

(4) In 10ttled distriob, where tlu! people have not wandered and where . there baa 
, been_ no great inlluz ·of stranger&, vital statiatica are mo.ro 'acanratoly kept in famine 
time. · · 

Cb) I~;~ more unsettled parts, as in billy 'districts occnpied by Bbila, Kolis, and such 
like bill trihea,' vito! statistics are much neglected, The people wmder from place to 
place, and die in out-of-the-way -places. Moreover, the village. acconntants, who in such 
districts have aeveral ri1Iages 1111der their. cbarge, are quito unable to o.;ertab the work 
at snch tilll'es, and in these district~, therefore, birth. registration ~·Y be said to . be 000• 

existept f~ the time being. · 

• 4. Witb regard to etiU-births, the order-is that "if a' child be born dead, 'u entry 
should bs made in oolumn 7 (of Form 14) with the words 1 born dead 1 ; no entry should 
be mli.de &moog deaths." In 1900 the nombe of still-born children ill the Bc1obay Pre-: 
aideney '11'118 8,U4; ot the10, ,,844 were malea and 8,770 fema,ea, that ia, 123 malea to 100 
femo.lw · 


