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INTRODUCTION. 

Tms report embodies the results of the cen8118 of Bihar and Orissa 
taken on the 26th February 1931. It forms a part of the seventh of the 
series of cen8U8 reports for all-India, which commenced in _the y~r 1872. 
The provincial report consists of three separate parts, of wh1ch th1s vol~e 
is the first. Part II contains the main census _tables1 and Part III, wh1ch 
is for departmental use_ ~nly, _conta~ns a r~Vlew or the progress of the 
<lperations from the admm1strat1ve pomt of v1ew. . 

2. Unlike many of its. predecessor~, ~he pre~nt work confines itself 
almost entirely to an analys1s of the stat1st1cs furn1shed by the census, an(,l, 
although some comment is made on the social,_ ~nomic _and other develop­
.ments which the figures themselves appear to md1cate, httle or. no attell!-pt 
•has been made to recaptitulate or add 1':<> the store. of general mfo~at10n 
about the province and its peoples by which the earher reports are ennch~d. 
The reason for this is two-fold. ~n the first place, whe£! one has not~mg 
original to say the best course (as 1t seems to the author) 1s to say nothmg. 
Thereby the ;eport doubtless loses in interest much that it mig~t have 
achieved if the gist of carefully selected passages on such subJects as 
ethnology caste government, marriage customs, religious beliefs and so forth 
bad been 'reproduced-with or without acknowledgment-from previous 
census reports or other treatises; but at least it can claim the merit of being 
a good deal shorter than it otherwise would have been. . And this leads to 
the second reason why general ·descriptive matter has been rigorously 
excluded. Considerations of economy forbade the production of a bulky 
report; and I make no apoiogy for holding that the main busine."S of 11. 
Census Superintendent is after all to f>resent and (in so far as he can) to 
interpret the census statistics; for which sole purpose an allowance of somil 
~00 pages is by no means excessive. · . . 

3. Financial stringency was responsible not only for the curtailment 
of Part I of the report, but also for some truncation of the statistics tabulated 
in Part II. In particular, the occupational and caste tables were reduced 
in number and size, and the table showing particulars. of the. Christian 
population by sect and race was omitted. (Separate statistics for Roman 
Catholics are, however, given in the main table of Religion.) On the othe~; 
hand, one new table (XVIII) was inserted, exhibiting in considerable detail 
the te!'l'itorial distribution of the primitive tribes and the variations in their 
numbers during the last fifty years. The language table (XV) was con­
,side~a~ly exP.and~d in an at~pt to show _for the ~rst time the prevalence 
.of bl-lmgualism m the proVlllce, and fl&rtlCularly m the cultural zones of 
the Chota Na.gpur!lateau. And, lastly, certain additionS were made tO 
Provincial Table I . so as to make infonnation available for each revenue 
thana regarding the strength of the depressed classes and the number of, 
literate persons in each religious community. Another new feature of the 
prese?t report is th~ social and linguistic .maps ~II:~ained. in the front cove~ 
'\)f this ~lume. . ~t had been hoped to make these maps more elaborate arid 
~fofll!-at1ve than m fact they are, but the shortage of funds frustrated this 
mtent1on; · 

4. A very bri~f aescription may be given here of the in.imner iti. whiCh 
the census was actually talten. There has been practically no change since 
1~21_in .the. ~ain. organization and machin~ry of the enuineration. Each 
dtstnct 1s dlVlded mto a number of charges· cucles ll.l1d bldeks· the block being 
hlle sinlillest ?f ~h~ UI!~ts an~ contailiiti.g ~a 'rule fi-ortl. S6 to'50 hous~. A:d 
.enumer~tor .1s. place.d iii char~ of Mcli bldck, and his bbmediate superitit 
ia the 01rcl~ sup~sor:. A clJ"C!e usually compriseS some 10 to.l5 blocks. 
"fhe.number. of. ClTClea. mclu~e~ ~ a <;hai'ge. var~es a good <leal but·$ldom 
.exceeds 26, and the cliarge 18 ordmanly co-tel'lti.moils with the jurisdiction. 

xi 
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of a.police-station. In mos~ cases the duties of charge superintendent were 
earned out by the local sub-mspector of police; the supervisors and enume­
rators were, a~ost .without exc;eption, non.-officials. They are recruited 
from the most mtelhgent and hterate port10n of the yopulation and are 
placed under a statutory obligation to perform their duties as census officers. 
At the present census there were 219,380 ~numerators and 16,916 supervisors. 
Apart, therefore, from the charge supenntendents (950 in number) and the 
various Government servants employed in the subdivisional district and 
provincial offices, the enumeration staff in this province inciuded not less 

. than 2t lakhs of unpaid non=official ~orkers, many of w~om were actually 
put to some personal expense lli carrymg out the tasks assigned to them. 

5. ~fter the fol':J!lation of blocks! circles and charges has been completed, 
the worn: of numbermg the houses IS taken up. Every house likely to be 
occ~pied ,on the night .of the census is marked with a number and entered 
up m a hst. SpeCial. rmportal!ce attaches to the preparation of these lists, 
as _they form the basis on which the n_umbe.r of census forms required is 
estimated. Thereafter th~ staff ar~ tramed m the correct manner of filling 
up the census schedules, which contam as many as 18 columns. The difficulty 
of securing uniformity as well as accuracy in these manifold entries is far 
greater than might be supposed. Then, some weeks before the night of the 
a9tual cens~, the writing up of the prelinlinary record is taken in hand. 
First on plam paper, and subsequently-after the enumerator's entries have 
been checked by the circle supervisor-in the printed schedules, the requisite 
particulars are recorded for all persons found in residence at the time when 
this preliminary enumeration is carried out. During this period charge 
superintendents and superior officers are required to be moving about con­
.tinually, testing as many entries as possible and satisfying themselves that 
. the instructions have been properly understood and put into effect. 
Consequently, the final enumeration on the night of the 26th February 
amounted to little more than a revision of the record alreadv prepared. 
Between the hours of 7 P.M. and midnight on that date each' enumerator 
visited all the houses in his block; persons who had left the place after the 
preliminary count were struck off, and newcomers were added to the record. 
In view of the immobile nature of the population in India it.is generally found 
that at least 9(1 per cent of the original entries hold good. Special arrange­
ments had to be made for the enumeration of persons travelling by road, rail, 
or water on t.he census night and for persons watching in their fields or 
assembled in fairs, camps and so forth; and precautions had to be taken to 
ensure that such persons were not counted twice over. In a few localities, 
which are particularised in the first chapter of this report, an absolutely 
synchronous count was not possible, and the enumeration was spread over 
a complete day or even longer. 

6. At dawn on the 27th February the striking of provisional totals 
began. The enumerators added up the number of males and females in their 
blocks and these figures were consolidated for the circles by the supervisors, 
rwho then despatched them post-haste to the charge superintendents. The 
charge totals were conveye~ by train, motor car, biCycl~, .runner, teleph~n~, 
or whatever other means ringht secure the greatest expeditiOn, to the subdiVI­
sional headquarters, an.d thence a .report was forwarded to the he~;~.dqua~rs 
of the district. The district figures were rep?r~d by telegr~ to the proVIn­
cial Superintendent and the Census Commissioner for India. As usual, 
there was keen competition am~>ng districts and states to get their ~gu~es 
in first, and I received the proVIsional totals of seven states and on'! distriCt 
(.Balasore) before retiring to bed on the 27th Feb!llary. T_he ac~Ievement 
of Mayurbhanj State, whose figures were. handed m ~t t~e mcredibly early 
hour of 2-20 P.M. on that date, was particularly mentol;lous. :I'he returns 
from the last district of all were received on the night of the 4th March, and 
tlie consolidated figures for the whole pr~~ce were telegraphed to the <;Jensus 
Commissioner the next day. The proVIsiOnal totals so telegraphed differed 
from the finally checked and published figures by 0.2 per cent. 
. 7. The first stage in the abstraction a~d ~mpilation ?f th~ statis~ics 
was carried out at the headquarters of each di_strict. .It consisted m copymg­
~ut ori to a separate slip· of paper the entries relatmg to each one of the-



42.3-29 ~.3 Jl"'!OilS in the prorinre. Papers of di1ie~t ooJao:rs were usr:cf 
for the different reljziQDS, and sex was deooted by printed ~ls:- This 
•'Jr!t. which was penormed by paid copyists. was accomp~ m ~ 
di5tricu in a period of 5ix or EVen weeks: when work w-as m full S1nJlg 
.. manJ all 3.61)9 ~were employed. and on~ a~ they turned 
out about 420 s.lipe each per diem. They were patd !'-' p1ece-rates and 
worked loog boon. but. it wall ooh· an exceptional oopyu;t w-ho {'(JQ}d earn 
all much all R.e. 20 iD a month-/rom which it may be inferred that the 
rallS of pay were DOt excessi-.el-. liberal. :Sooe the less. they w-ere 
appreciably more geueroos than oo tbe occasioD of the p~ous censos. ~ 
tl.oe 'lipe had beeD copied and arranged by sex and religion for each CU"Cle, 
tbe:r .-ere despatched to tbe central offices. 6-.e in number. ~ ~ ~ere 
.-.>rted bJ hand for the different tables and the results compiled by distnct.s.. 
AJtngetber. uearl-. 1.500 80rtel'llwere at work iD these offices. their reiDJmera­
ti<JD being sligbtiy iD exoe&ll of that P~. for the slip-copyists. The 
final &abulation of the figtues "lfliS earned ont m the headquarters office. 

8. I may be expected to gi-.e here some iudicatioo of_ the exteDt to 
•hich the crnSII5 figures can be regarded as accurate and reliable. It may 
at o;1re be cooceded that there are certaiD aspects of the returns for which 
oo hi;rh d('lm!e of accuracy is claimed on this occasion-or, to the best of 
m-. k!Y.IW"~. has erer been claimed on any prerious oecasioo. Chief among 
these are the statistics relating to iufirmities, orenpation aud age. Iu the 
nritJUS chapters of the report dealinP-". with these subjects the difficulties 
in the ..-:rv of secnring correct information are frankly explaiued. To a 
L.-r extint there are nndonbtedly errors iD the statistics dealing with such 
matters as literacy. ciril condition and caste. As a general rnle. howe•er, 
I d'l not think that there is auy good rea..<on to regard the present census 
as more defectire in these particnlars than its immediate predecessors, 
though this possibility has DOt been left ont of account in discussing, e.g. 
the surpri.siug YBriations in the statistics of early marriage aud the surpris­
ing absence of variation in the literacy statistics. So far as the fi.,uures of 
actoal population are concerned, the exceptionally heavy increase recorded 
in the ia..."l ct'C3rle may "ell gi-.e rise (indeed, has already gi•en rise in some 
quarters) to a feeling of scepticism. Stories ha-.e been put in circnlation 
of su~ful attempts made by one community or auother to exaggerate 
its Ftrength by means of fictitions returns. I ha-.e little hesitation in 
1'Pnturing the categorical statement that there is no sub:.-ta.nce in such 
allf'!!lltions. and that there are. no Talid grounds for supposing that the 
recorded increase in population is not absolutely gennine. In the fi.rst place 
a comparison of the census fi,uures with the natnral growth of popnlation 
as re..-ealed in the independent record of vital orenrrences furnishes ~ 
e..-idence of the substantial accuracv of the former. This matter is discussed 
at some length in paragraph 19 ·of Chapter I. Elsewhere in the same 
chapter an attempt has been made to show that the economic conditions 
pre.-ailiug in this prorinre dnring the last ten years are in themsel-.es quite 
sufficient to acrou.nt for the rapid multiplication of its inhabitants. In 
paragraph 11 of Chapter II the exceptionallv bean- increase in the popnla­
tioo o~ Patna C~ty. whi_cb_ has attracted particuiar notice, is subjected to 
a rleta!led analystS, ~d 1t JS ~o..-n that the present fi.,uures are susceptible 
of rat10nal explanalion. It JS also relevant to obser-.e that, in spite of 
t.Le fact that ~me part of the increase in t~ prorince is due to the reduced 
volume _of e~mgrauo~ to ot~er parts of Iudia, the rate of growth in Bihar 
and Onssa 1S only slightly m excess of that recorded for India as a whole. 
Finally, if df'liberate falsification of the returns had beeD resorted to on au 
appreciable scale. it is almost certaiu that the increase in the fetnale popnla­
tioo ..-ould ha-.e been disproportionately high, for women are seldom produced 
bef?r:e the enumerator ~d {'(JQ}d therefore be " invented " with greater 
facJ!ity than men. But m actual fact one of the outstauding features of 
tl:e present cenSQS is the relative decline in the number of feiDales. 

9. Little remains nowadays of the mio;givings and distrust aroused 
among the people by the earlier censuses, and hoStile interest has for the 
most part vielded plaoe to apathetic resigna~ioo. On the present occasion, 
however, there were one or two factors which sened to excite spasmodic 
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~iilp~!:fA, of ~~resl ill i~l Oi'.eri~i'~L ... ¥i:~ tl(e more ellucated. ct"a88el, 
particularly 1n urban areas, s'ome apprecu\tion was shown of the bearing­
of thl' censll8 figures on the impending constitutional changes. The prospect 
ci' the creation of a separate Orissa province and the question whether such 
8. province should include the whole or any part of Singhhhum district were 
responsible for a lively concern in the returns of caste, language, etc., in 
that locality. The anxiety of many of the lower castes all over the province 
to improve their social statll8 by the adoption of more impressive caste 
names attracted considerable attention to the manner in which entries were 
rer.urded in this particular column of the schedule. And, lastly, for the 
second time in succession the cenSU8 operations happened to coincide with 
a yJI'llitical campaign of no?l-co-operation. In this province no serioll8 
attempt was made to organiZe a boycott of the cenSU8, and comparatively 
lit.tle active opposition was encountered from individuals. But political 
principles were not infrequently 'advanced as a convenient excuse for declin­
Ing to undertake the irlisome duties of a supervisor or enumerator, and 
potential volunteers were discouraged from proffering their services on the 
ground that it was their duty. not to assist the Government in any shape or 
form. This made the difficult task of enrolling the requisite number of 
:workers still more difficult; and the same spirit of sullen unhelpfulness 
;wa.~ manifested by considerable sections of the population throughout the 
-conduct of the operations. Sometimes ~alse rumours were set about regard­
ing the objects of Government in holding the censll8. Cases were reported 
-in which the numbers painted on houses by the censll8 staff were obliterated. 
But refll8als to answer questions put by an · enumerator were very rare, 
.and the direct effect of this political agitation on the accuracy of the cenSU8 
returns cannot have been appreciable. Indirectly its effect was more serioll8 
in- that sub-insJ?ectors of police (who, as already explained, occupied an 
important position in the liierarchy of census officials) were so pre-occupied 
with the ciru disobedience movement that they had httle time to spare for 
·:other-duties. And for the same reason District Officers were unable to take 
':Stich an active interest in supervising the progress of the census work as 
they would normally have done. · -

10 .. A. few word~ -inay be added regarding the cost of tht> census 
-operations. · At the time of writing the accOunts have not been finally closed, 
but the outstanding items (of whicli the most important is the cost of printing 
the report). are few and can be estimated with reasonable accuracy. The 
gross expenditure incurred by Government"'Will, when the last bill has been 
paid; amount to approximately Rs. 4,69,500. Certain recoveries, however, 
-were made from the States and from municipalities in British territory; 
and these,- together with receipts from the sale of furniture, waste paper 

..and the like, reduce the net cost_ to about Rs. 4,23,800. In estimating the 
rost per mille of the population it is fair to confine the calculation to British 
-territory only, because, although the States were not invited to make any 
-contribution towards superintendence charges or towards the preparation 
-of. the report itself, the recoveries made from them cover alniost all the 
,extra cost incurred over the actual enumeration of their inhabitants and 
the compilation of the figures. It may therefore be said that the .cost to 
~verument works out at Rs. 11-4-0 _per mille of the population in J!ritish 
territorv .. At the censll8 of 1921, If the same method of calculation be 
.adopte& the cm:responding figure was Rs. 10-4-8 per mille. It would there­
fore see:n that the present operations were slightly more expensive. But th~ 
increase in cost i,il more apparent than real, bemg du~ to the different met_hod 
cf accounting adopted at the present census: ·Mention may be made of two 
important items which w.ere affected by th1s change of procedure. (1) In 
1921 charwm on account-of travelling nll<?w~ce an<f_ contingent expendituref 
incurred m .district offices, were not ordmarily debited to the census grant 
at all, but were treated as a part of the cost ofg~neral11:dministration. The 
reversal of this practice on the present occasion· threw upon the censufl 
bUdget an additional liability of about Rs. 23,50o-. {2) Most of the printing 

. Work eonnected with the census is ·carried out. by. the local Go;vernment preSS', 
which in 1921 charged ·the Go':ernment of ~n<l~a nothing f?r this service­
ever imd abOve the actual labour cost. Thm tnne the OrdlnBry overltead 
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mostly. non-officials, who SUJ>plie~ me with information for the report 1 am 
ye~Y. g_rateful .. An4 thi~ 1s !1- fittin~ opportunity. to pay tribute to the 
·tmt1a~1ve, keenness and ~c1ency .displayed by the Feudatory States in 
carrymg ~ut the enumerat1on of thetr peoples. · · 

' - ;¥ .J• • . • 

. 13. Lastly, but very fa~ from least, my thanks are due to the Press Qf 
the local Government. . The census forms have to be printed in four languages 
and their number is legion. Of the general schedule alone more ·than 
4!.million copies wer~ prmted, and the numb~r of other miscellaneous forms 
required be~ore the enumeration took place was not less than 1! millions. 
At the same time arrangements had to be made in good time for 
delivering over 45 million printed slips immediately ·after the census date 
and a great variety of sorters' tickets, registers, etc., etc. At the best of 
times the Press is hard put to .it to complv with these requirements in such 
a way as to enable the programme to be carried out without any hitch, but 
their task on this occasion was made infinitely more difficult by the disloeation 
of. wo* already mentioned. But for Mr .. Mackenzie's unbounded energy 
.and resource a .serious breakdown in the arrangements for holding the cenfms 
in this province would have been inevitable. Mr. Mackenzie proceeded on 
leave in the latter part of 1931, and the volume of tables, which forms Part II 
of this report, was printed during hiS' absence under the supervision 
of Mr. Duncan. The meticulous instructions (mostly inspired by the pressing 
need for economy) with which the manuscript of eac~ table was burdened 
must, I fear, have tried his patience sorely, but he showed no sign of it, 
and I am [Veatly indebted to him for the scrupulous care which he invariably 
displayed m endeavouring to give effect to my uninformed directions. 

W. G. LACEY. 
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BenpU 1<1 .. Orl,a .I ,. 
Blndutanl .. 18 JlaDpU .. ,. 
Other lansraagea 18 • lllndutial" 10 



APPENDIX 111.-The Depressed Classes. 

In the P.reeeDt report the following castes, etc., 31 in number, have been 
treated as i&lling within the category of the depressed clams:-

N.,_of...,.,..._ 

Bauri 
Bbop ••• 
Bhaiva ••• 
Bhmirlj ••• 
Cbamar ••• 

Chaupel .•• 
Dbobi 
Dom 
DoMdh ... 
Ghasi 

Ghusuria 
Godra 
Gokha ••• 
Halalkhnr 
Hari 

Irika 
Kandra 
Kanjar 
Kela 
Kurariv .•• 

Lalbegi •.. 
Mahuria •.• 
Maugan •.. 
Moclu 
Musahar ... 

Nat 
Pan 
Pasi 
Raj war 
Siyal 
Tori 

... 

. .. 

. .. 

... -
Tatal 

No. of pniOIU. 

314,979 
66,054 

691,061! 
l!66,4M 

1,!!96,001 

1!,737 
414,221 
1!69,340 

1,290,936 
75,579 

1,846 
1,553 

48,622 
1!0,741! 

115,613 

331! 
155,113 

2,566 
9,493 

631 

105 
2,389 

184 
22,863 

720,051 

9,628 
rn.77o 
172,061 
133,935 

9,281 
54,041 

8,510,192 

2. The above figures include only persons who were returUed as Hindus 
by religion. In the same castes, etc., there were a few persons (21,864 in 
.all) returned under other denominations. The details are as follows :-

N-. of..,..,dc.. 

Bauri 
Bhogta 
Bhuiya 
Bhumij 
Dom 
Ghasi 
Halaikh<r 
Lalbegi 
Pan 
Rajwv 
Tori 

6 

1,547' 
52 

carun-. 
59 
1.9 
36 

151 

33 

105 
17 
9 

2'ri6d .. lifiorao. 

143 
4,726 
7"443 

708 

6~ 

523 

Tebl 1,885 422 19,837 

. 3. ~ terri~al distribution of each of the caste;s treated as depressed 
1S shown m Imperial Tables XVII and XVITI. Provmcial Table II. which 
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will b~o found at the end of the Tables Volume, gives the total number of 
depressed Hindus in each district and revenue thana (also in each individual 
state) of the province. The social map in the front cover of this volume 
illustrates the relative strenrh of the depressed Hindus in the various part& 
·of the province, the unit o locality adopted in this map being either the 
district or (where the district is not homogeneous) tlie subdivision. A 
statistical key to this map is furnished in Appendix I. , ~( 

A. Inasmuch as the term " depressed classes ", although freely used 
nowadays in political parlance. has never yet been clearly defined, the selec­
tion of the castes w. htch should be included in tltis category was attended! 
with much difficulty. The objective adopted was to confine the term to those 
cast~;s which! by .reason <?f tlieir tradittonal po~ition. in ~ie~:r (and more 
parttcularly m Hmdu soctety), suffer from certam soctal disabthties-as for 
instance that they are not permitted to penetrate beyond the outer precincts 
of the village temple, they may not draw water from the common well they 
are not suffered to sit with other children in the village school. Judged by 
this standard, the distinction between the depressed classes and what are 
commonly known as the '' untouchable castes ' may appear to be a fine one. 
But, so far as Bihar and Orissa is concerned, tlte term untouchable, though 
possibly easier to define in the abstract, gives rise to still greater difficulties 
and complexities when ~ attempt is made to distinguish the castes which 
in actual , practice are comprehended in that category. In this province 
conditions are very different from those which, it is believed, obtain in 
Southern India, where the line of cleavage between the caste Hindus and the 
untouchable · castes is much more distinctly marked. There are certain 
castes which, on account of their traditional occupation, are technically­
unclean, and which in other parts of India are :{)Ossibly subject to real social 
disabilities for tltis reason; but in Bihar and Onssa, although here and there 
a high-caste Hindu may still seek to avoid personal contact with them, they 
do not really labour under any: special handicap. For example, the Telis in 
this :province cannot be descrtbed as depressed. Educationally, t6 hal! beeB: 
see11. m C'btter IX $sa!i they are above the average for all communities taken 
together. n point of material prosperity, they are as a rule far better off 
than the great cultivating castes. It may be that in an orthodox assembly 
they would be denied access to the interior of a Hindu temple, but this does 
not afford sufficient ground· for including them in the list of depressed 
classes.' Much tlte same rema'Pks apply to the Sunris and Kalwars. A 
Chamar, on the other hand, is genuinely depressed .. Not only is he almost 
arways ill-educated and poverty-stricken, but the stigma attaching to his 
caste ·operates to deprive him every day of his life-in a greater or less 
degree-of what may be regarded as the ordinary rights of a citizen. But 
here again conditions vary from district to district, and even from village 
to village within the same district. I~ a vi~age which .con~3:i~s a num?er 
of' orthodox Braltmans or conservattve Ra]puts the dtsabilttles to whtch 
a Chamar or a Dom is subject are likely to be more severe than elsewhere;. 
indeed, there are undoubtedly places where their use of the village well, etc., 
is not ·challenged at all, and, so long as they '' keep their place '', they may 
participate in the daily life of the village without let or hindrance. But. 
even in such places the " inferiority complex " is still there, and a Musahar 
who aspired to climb the social ladder on his own merits (as distinct, let us 
say, from one who might be propelled up it by friejldly, if not wholly 
disinterested, hands to a position of uncomfortable eminence) would always 
and everywhere find the dice heavily loaded against him. 

~- To tlte question, which of these castes-or how many members of any 
particular caste-would themselves elect to be numbered ~!Jl~Ong t~e de_pr~sed 
classes, a direct answer cannot be returned: For one thmg the tmplicatto~s. 
of the question would seldom be understood. A Dosadh, mtercepted on his. 
way home -from a meeting of his caste sabha at which it has_ been fi~y 
impressed on his mind that he is a Gahlot Rajput and must hve up to 1t, 
would doubtless reP.udiate with scorn any suggestion that seemed to reflect. 
on his social status: But, were it a question of securing special educational 
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facilities or of the reservation of a specified quota of Government appoint­
ments, not only the average Dosadh but an overwhelming majority of other 
castes which do not figure in the present list at all would clamour for 
inclusion7' 7 · 

6. It will be seen from Imperial Table XIV. where statistics of literacy 
are given for each of the castes treated as depressed (except Musahars•), 
that they are all verv backward educationallv. Taking them all together, 
out of every thousana males aged 7 and over only 15 are literate, and out 
of every thousand females aged 7 and over less than one is literate. The 
corresponding proportions for the provincial population as a whole are 52 
literate males per mille and 8 literate females. Proportional figures for 
some of the more important individual castes are shown in Subsidiary 
Table VII appended to Chapter IX of this volume. _ But while it may be 
assumed that every depressed caste is educationally backward, it does not 
follow that everv b1,1ckward caste is depressed. The proportion of literate 
persons among the Goalas, for instance, is very small-not much larger than 
among the Dhobis and Pasis-but the Goalas are emphatically a " clean " 
caste, which nobody looks down on, and no social disability attaches to 
membership of this caste. 

~ 1: (~ake again the aboriginals, or _prJ-mi.tive tribes. Excepting th?se 
of them who have been converted to Chr1st1amty, the· standard of educat1on 
among these tribes is extremely low, and in many cases lower than what is 
found in castes treated as depressed. But they stand on a different footing. 
In the first. place, they are (or originally were) entirely outside Hindu 
society, and were thus unaffected by its laws and iultibitions. Food touched 
by a Munda might be anathema to a caste Hindu. but so also would be food 
touched by an European or a Muslim. A Santa! formerly was conscious of 
no inferiority complex; nor is the unspoiled San tal to-day. . He is sturdy, 
independent and intensely proud. In areas where these aboriginal tribes 
are concentrated in large numbers-where, in fact, they still feel t.hat they 
are " at home " and that the Hindus and everybody else except themselves 
are interlopers-they do not as a rule suffer from any disabilities. But even 
in these areas they are being gradually " Hinduized ", and the further this 
process is carried the more are they in danger of becoming identified with 
the depressed classes. Witli some tribes the process has already gone so 
far that they are practically indistinguishable, and for this reason it has 

Bauri. 
Bhogta. 
Bhuiya. 
Bhumij. 

Ghasi. 
Pan. 
R·ajwar. 
Turi. 

been thought proper to include in the 
" depressed " list the eight castes or 
tribes mentioned in the margin, 
although they are without doubt" non­
Aryans and have much the same origin 
as the Chota. N agpur aboriginals who 

have been more successful in maintaining their identity. The total strength 
of these eight tribes is about two million persons. but only 20,000 of this 
number were returned as following their old tribal religions. Ninety-nine 
per cent of them are now Hindus, and a large proportion of these have 
probably adopted much the same outlook on life, and are exposed to much 
the· same disadvantages, as the depressed Hindu castes?' At least, this 
would be so in localities where the aboriginal element is otherwise compara­
tively weak. At the same time, it should be stated that the Indian Franchise 
Committee of 1932 (in agreement with the provincial committee) excluded 
these tribes altogether from the category of the depressed classes by reason: 
of ~heir ~boriginal ?rigin. Their view apparently ~as that, iJ?- any scheme 
~hlCh m1~ht be devtsed for t~e electoral representatiOn of spemal communi­
ties. the ~n~e~sts ?f the .Bhmyas, etc., would be more closely akin to those 
of the _primitive tnbes pr-Jper than to those. of ~he depressed Hindus. And 
there IS much to be sa1d m support of th1s vtew. Indeed, there is some 
overlapping between the lists of primitive tribes and depressed classes which 
appear in the present report and which, be it noted, were not compiled 
solely _with a vtew to the particular. problem confronting the Franchise 
Committee. 

• Actually Uusabars are more backwafd than any other caste. In 1921 there were only a 
literate males per mille in this community .. 
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. . 8. It will be of. in.teres~ to co~pa.re the pr~nt list of depre88ed clMeee 
wtth a. somewhat smular hst whtch was compiled in connexion with the 
'-census of 1911. On that occasion the term depressed classes was not used 
and !he _object of the enquiry :was to ascertain the castes and tribes: 
contrtbutmg mor~ tha~ ~ per mtlle to the total population, which did not 
e<?nfo~. to ce~tam rehgzou~ standards or were subject to certain religious 
.dtsabthttes. vtz., those whtch-

(1) denied the supremacy of the Brahmans; · 
(2) did not receive the mantra from a. Brahman or other recognized 

. Hindu guru; 
· ~3 denied the authority of the Vedas; · 
· 4 did not worship the great Hindu gods; 

5 were not served by ~ood Brahmans as family priests; 
(6 had no Brahman prtests a.t a.ll; 
(7 were denied access to the interior of ordinary Hindu temples· 
(8 caused pollution by touch or within a certain distance· ' 
(9 buried their dead; ' 

(10 a.te beef a.nd did not reverence the cow. 
In the result, it was felt that no caste or tribe in Bihar a.nd Orissa could 
with confidence be said to fall within tlie third or fourth category. 
Altogether 37 castes, etc., were placed in one or more of the eight remami~g 
categories, a.nd the total number of persons thus included was about 1Jt 

millions. The 14 castes shown in the 
· Bauri. Unri. margin are common to both the lists, 

Bhuiya. Kandra. and these 14 castes account for 
Bhumlj. Machi. 6,200,000 (or no less than 95 per cent) 
~~';%~~·· ~.:;,·.•har. of the persons who have been treated as 
nom. Paai. "depressed on the present occasion. 
Dotadh. . Rnjwar. With the exception of tlie Bhumij and 

· . Rajwars, who were included in· 1911 
()n the sole ground that thev " were not served by good Brahmans as family 
priests ", all these particular castes were definitely classed as untouchable~ 

·•·"" they were inelude~oriee (7) aREl (8-)-fiB .. well&& i~ain-*4b&-
-.etheJ: .. c:ategruier;.- Of the 17 castes which have been listed at the present 

census but do not figure in the 1911 list, all except 3 (Bhogta, Ghasi and 
Turi) numbered less than 1 per mille of the total population and were 
consequently excluded from the ~cope of the previous enquiry. 

:J& Twenty-three castes and tribes, included in the former list, have 
-been omitted from the present one. 

~
. M~da. Of these, eight -fsee n•atg:ht+:were omit-
and o . ted because they are aboriginal tribes 

· ari:, Sa tal. which were regarded as being on 
ra. Sa r. a. different footing from th'e depressed 

Hindu castes. Four other castes, 
namely, Ganda, Kalwar, Sunri and Ti.yar, were classed in 1911 as" causing 
pollutton by touch. or within a certam distance." Reaso!ll' luwe-&1-read¥-
~eeR give11: for holdtng that nowadays the Kalwars and Sunns cannot be con­

sidered to be depressed. The other two castes are very much on the border 
line. Reports received from the districts where they are chiefly found.,. 
indicated that, although they a.re very backward and poor and are held in 
low estimation, the same s~igma. did not a~tac~ to them as to the other cas.tes 

--...v:hichllave been included m the present hst..//l'he other eleven castes whtch 
-. ------ · - · ---- ·- 'figured in the list of 1911 are those meB 

Ba~hnab. K~rwar. t.ierted i!l-the-ma.PgiD'I .-lrtmolltrlJmleB the 
Be dar. Ku bar. only disability alleged on behalf oUllese 
Bi d. Mn ab. communities was that they were not 
Go ori. ~ 1;r•· served by good Brahmans as family 
Ko at. Tlll on · priests, though a few (Mallah, Tanti 

\ · . and Teli) were also said to be denied 
access to the interior of Hindu temples. The BaishJJabs were incl~de.d 
because of their habit of burying their dead. For present purposes, 1t ts 
doubtful whether any of these eleven castes should be treated as depressed 
classes. '' 

* Gantlal are lound ohiefiy \n 6'amba1pur district and the Orissa ttatoa; Tiyan iD the 
wlminietrative diviaiona of Bhagalpar and Ori1ta. 
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10. The wtal stren,crth of ·the depressed <:'a , as set fonh at the 
beginning of this appendix, is jost over 6l million J?USODS· They ~ore · 
repre!ellt about Ia.a per tE"Dt of the total popnlauon of the p~ce, and 
about 1'1.5 per a;n~ of thf; .t:Jindo populatioa. If w~ exrlnde ~ e~ncrht ~ 
or tribes of aboriginal ongm, which were excluded by the In~ Fran~ 
Commita.ee. the total st.rength is reduced to IIOIDething over 4l mi11ion&. ~ 
is equivalent to abou~ 10.5 and 13 per: cent respedively of the ~ 
and Hindu popnlauoos The followmg statemen\ shows the rela~ 
strength of the depressed clai!!Jffl (iDcloding the eight doubdol cas*es) m 
the varioo& districw of W prorince:-

f"Dcana - ...r,u. ~ ___ _,&»D ...... mm!l'al....,. CICIOU' ---,,.,-­
Ga,... 
f'ala-D 
'M•nbbliiiL 

~-.-.. 

Pat ... 
Shahabed. 
Cbampararo. 
Mazdupar. 
DubllaDp.. 
Monghyr. 
CnUack.. 
Ha.zaribagb. 

-ll>,., .-.. 
Ssran. 
Bh3galpar. 
~ 

Saacal Parra­s...._ 
A.Dgal. 
Pori. 
Feuda*«y Siaia. 

~ 10,., -­
Sambalpar. 

RaDdJi. 
Singbhbmn 

11. As already explained, the clistnontion can be studied in greater 
detail by referring to the social map of the prorince and the releTan_t tables 
in Part II of this report. It may, howevt'r. be noted here that the specially 
hicll proportion of the depressed classes in Gaya (25 per cent) and Palamao 
{26 per cent) is doe mainlv to the presence of Bhniyas in large nmnbezs 
in these two districts. siml'larly, in Manbhum (23 per cent) it is acrounted 
for by a st:mng oon~aent of Bauris and Bhumij. In Singhbhum the 
proportion is only a fraction below 10 per cent, the great majority of the 
depressed castes being ooncentrated in the Dhalbhmn snbdirision of th~ 
district. Banchi and Sambalpur are in a class by themselns, for in the 
former locality the proportion barely exceeds a per cent, while in the latter 
it is under 5. 

12. 11uee outstanding castes--the Chamars, Dosadhs and Mmahars­
comprise between them as many as 3,301,000 persons. In other words, 
thesf.o three castes acrount for more than half of the depressed Hindus in the 
prorince--or, if the eight doubtful tn"bes be Jeft on one side, for nearly 
three-quarters. They reside for the most part in the di:.'tricts of Bibar 
proper. though some are to be foond in parts of the Chota Nagpur plateau.. 
~re is a small community of Chamars in the coastal districts of Orissa, 
but their_ traditional occu~tions are basket-making and toddy-drawing. 
not tanmnv_ The scavengmg castes (Doms, Haris, Ha1alk:hors and 
I albegis) claim altogether about 406,000 members_ and under one des.i.,ana­
tioo or another they are _naturally distn'buted over the whole ~oth and 
breadth of the province_ Several of the Jess numerous depressed castes are 
eocUined almost entirelv to Ori.<Sa---m" at least to the Oriya-speakina tract&.. 
indading Angul, Sanibalpur and the Fendatory States. A list '::tr the:!se 

is giTen in the margin. The DKJSt 
G--. Kamim. important are the Kalldras (133,113) t::: ~ - and the Gokhas (48,~)); the other 
lrib.. lll- seTell castes between them rom prise only 

~ about 25,000 persons. The Kanjars. 
Chaupals and Kurariars-all of them 

"ftY small communit:ies--are ~ to be more or Jess - 1;-- to the 
disttid; of Pumea... !"'~ ~ 
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. The task of ·arriving at an accurate estimate of the number of 
primitive tribes, .or aboriginals, in Bihar and Orissa is replete with diffi. 
oulties no less formidable than those presented by the depressed classes. If 
we go back far enough, the Chamars, Musahars, eto., will probably be found 
to be pre-Aryan " aboriginals ", but with these we are not here concerned. 
The present survey is coilfined to the two great families of indigenous tribes 
known respectively as the " Munda " and " Dravidian " families. But 
even among these tribes there are some which have been Hinduized to wch 
an extent that they are practically indistinguishable from the low Hindu 
castes. Among these, mention may be made of the Bauris, Bhogtas, Ghasis, 
Pans and Turis. ·And there are others which, although the:y nave not yet 
lost their identity in quite the same degree, are almost invanably returned 
as Hindus at the census and retain little trace of their old tribal organiza. 
tiona. These include the Bhuiyas, Bhumij, KhaTWars, Koras, Rajwars 
and others. · 

2. Imperial Table XVIII gives detailed statistics relating to the 
24 tribes mentioned below, which should undoubtedly be regarded as abori­
ginals, even though in some oases the process of absorption into Hinduism 
has already gone a long way. The table shows the territorial distribution 
of these part10ular tribes between the various districts, revenue thanas and 
individual states of the province. It exhibits the variations in their numbers 
.in each local unit as recorded at each of the last five censuses, and it shows 
how many members of each tribe were returned from time to time as adhering 
to their old tribal religions and how many have been converted to Hinduism 
or Christianity. 

, Asur. 
Ba.thudi. 
Bhuiya. 
Bhumij .. 
Birhor. 
Bi!iia. 

Chero. 
Gada.ba. 
Gond. 
Ho. 
Juang. 
Ko.rma.li. • 

Kharia. 
Kharwar. 
Khetauri. 
Khond. 
Korwa. 
Mal Paharia. -. 

Munda. 
Oraon, 
San tal. 
Sauria. Paharia. 
Savar. 
Tha.ru. 

Between them, the above t.ribes comprised at the present cenws something 
over 5! million persons, and the state-

1981. 1991. ment in the margin shows their 
.... 886 8 0 2 285 916 distribution between the three religious 

:::~religions 2
' · ' 

1 ' ' denominations in 1931 and in 1921. 
2
·::: 

2
·:::: It will be seen that just over 50 per cent Christian are now classed as Hindus, the propor-

. Total ... &,843,421 4,884,743 ~ion being very slightly higher than 
. . 1t was ten years ago. In addition to 

these 24 tnbes, the followmg are of Munda or Dravidian origin. Statis­
tics relating to them will be found in the main caste table (XVII) but in 
much less. detail than for the former group :- ' 

Banjara. Chik Baraik. Kisan. Pan. 
Bauri. Ghasi. Koli. " Parhaiya. 
Bentka.r. Gha.twar. Kora.· Raj war. 
Bhogta. Gorait. Mahli. Turi. 
Binjhia-. 

In most cases these communities have, as the result of a more complete 
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absorption in Hinduism. lost their aboriginal ~ristics to af ~thr 
extent and 1t will be seen rom e 

'l'ribol nliP- ... ... 68,1117 ~ statement that comparatively 
Hiada -· 1,41.0,12'1 few of them have remained fai~ful to 
tChriolloll 4.843 the gods of their fathers. T airing ~e 

Teblll 1,.73,117 two groups together,. i~ may be saJ.d 
that roughly seven million l_lersons ~re 

ClODlprehended in the primitive or semi-prim~til:e tribes of ~he pro~ce, which 
thus represent about one-sixth of the p~vmetal po£:at10n. This number 
includes nearly two million Hindus who m Appen III ~ave ~ shown 
.among the " depressed classes " because they belong to tnbes which have 
largely assimilated the outlook, and inrurred the disabilities, of the lowest 
Hindu castes. ' 

. 3. Among the l_arger tribes _those_ which have so far been most successful 
in maintaining the1r separate 1dent1ty and to some extent (on th~ Chota 
Nagpur plateau at least) their old trib~ .o~zation~ _are the sa. great 

abongma.t _ commumt1es shown m the 
Bo •.• ••• -· 529.158 margm. To these may be added _seven 
.&haria 146,087 of the smallet tribes 'lliz., Asur, Buhor, 
Kbolld 815·709 Birjia, Juang, K~rwa, Mal Paharia 
~ ~:i~ and Sauria Paharia-which between 
SaD~ 1,712.188 them contain something over 131,000 

·Tow a,ua,11t persons; so that in all rather more than 
4 million persons are numbered among 

the purest aboriginal communities of the province. 

4. The figures quoted in the preceding paragraphs should not be regarded 
as absolutely complete. Although the enumeration of the primitive and 
semi-primitive tribes was the object of special attention at the present 
census, considerations of economy precluded an exhaustive classification of 
the returns. Particular tribes were only sorted for in those localities where 
thev were believed to be present in appreciable numbers. As a result some 
10,000 persons whose religion was returned as " tribal " do not appear in 
the caste table at all, and it is probable that a somewhat larger number of 
Hinduized aJ:l:origina~ ~ained _unci~Wed !.o!' _!h~_ same__!'eaSOn.:. agaiil,' 
SI:JliU!-tew~may nave escaped classificatiOn because they were returned under 
unfamiliar or mutilated names. Nor do the figures so far given take any 
account of the Kamars (Lohars) of Chota Nagpur, who are believed by some 
eminent authorities to have a Munda origin. This theory is to some extent 
supported by the fact that even at the present census nearly 5,000 Kamars 
(mostly in Ranchi district) returned their religion as " tribal ". It is also 
relevant to note that in Chota Nagpur. unlike other localities, this caste is­
or was-regarded generally as " impure ", and water might not be tak('ll 
from their bands by the higher caste Hindus. On the other hand it is of 
course possible to maintain that these and other characteristics of the Chota 
Nagpur Kamars are derived from their long and close association with 
primitive tribes in predominantly aboriginal tracts. The Kunnis_ «?LC.hota_ 
Nagpm: are ~o~er community which in ~~-of time:~ oome to_ occupy 
apecnlia!:J><>Enhon;-·and some account lS g~ven m Appendix V of the views 
tli:atliave from trme to time ~n advll!lced .in regard to their origin, and of 
the more recent developments m the sltu\lotion. If they be included among 
the primitive and 5em1-primitive tribes of the erovince, the total stren.,oth 
of those tribes will be increased to at least 7} million persons. 

. 5. ~e territorial distribution of the various aboriginal tribes is given 
1~ lmpenal -~abies XVII ~d ~I. The~r combint'd strength in th~ 
different l~ties of the provmce lS }llust~ted m the S?Cial map in the front 
~_of this vol~, ~e key to which will be found m Appendix I. The 
pnnetples on which ~ ~p has !>een prepared are explained in paragraph 7 
of Chapter XI, and 1t. ~ be _o6served ihat, so !ar as the primitive tn'hes 
~ concerned, these pnnetples mvolve a oomproiDlse between the overlapping 
cnteria. of race and religion. All persons who were returned as following 
some tribal religion are shown in red in tlie map. On the Chota Nagpur 



~0. ,u>P,ENDIX IV .----TilE PRIMITIVE . TRIBI!.S,. 

------------------·-----
plateau members of the purest a~riginal COI_Illllunities (i.e., the thirteen tribes. 
specified in para:gr~p~ 3 of this appe'!-dix) who have been conve~~ to 
Hinduism or Chr1stiamty are shown m pmk. In all other cases the rehg10us 
criterion has been adopted. Thus the map does not exhibit the full strength 
of the prinlitive tribes from the racial standRoint. On the Chota Nagpur· 

_plateau all Bhu!yas, Bhumij, Kisan~,Mahlis, Savl\rs, .ew.;-wno·werereturned. 
ail Rmdus (Wid tneoiilk of these-tribes are urchrded m that~ategoryf appear 
tn:::~l.tiealong·witn:-otn:er !!indus; wh!les outside-thryl~~a:u~ the same thing 
apl'l!ces even to such persons as Hos, . anla~·- M)!Ddii:S_ and O~aons .• Yet, 
aespltetrus hmltal.10n therectn>extemnve tracts on tlie p1ateau In which the-

portions of the rectangles coloured red 
Locality. Perce111ag•, and pink. account for 50 per cent and 

RANcni DisTaic-r-- upwards of the whole. Particulars of 
Sadr s~bdivi~i~n. ... GO these localities are given in the marre·n . 
Khunh sulxliv1&1on 64 . · 
Gumla oud Simdoga aubdivi- In the Feudatory States the h1g est 

sions 68 percentages are recorded in Gangpur-
S.sTAL P•n•AN•s-- cum-Bonai (46), Mayurbhanj (42) and 

Dumka subdivision 114 Saraikela-cum-Kharsawan (41). The-
Rajmahal subdivision 60 percentages in the states would be a good· 
Pokour subdivision 62. 

SL'iOBDUUll DISTRICT-­
Sndr subdivision 67 

deal higher but for the fact, noticed in 
Chapter XI, that at the present census: 
there was a wholesale boycott of '' tribal 

AS'~UL DISTRICT- I' . ',. . f h . (d 
· Khondmols subdivision ... 71 re !~!ODS In many 0 t ~ UDlts U«t 

. • possibly more to the attitude of the 
census authorities than to the persons enumerated), with the result that the 
mal' exhibits only those tribes which are treated as primitive irrespective­
of their religion. No community is shown in this map unless its members 
comprise at least 1 per cent of the total population represented by each 
rectangle. The result is that, outside Chota Nagpur, there is but one 
locality in the whole province where the primitive tribes (i.e., those of them 
who still adhere to their tribal religions) are sufficiently numerous to secure­
representation. This locality is the district of Balasore, in which the 
requisite percentage is just forthcoming. 

6. 'Important variations in the strength of individual tribes are the 
subject of comment in Chapter XII. Appendix VI contains an account 
of the migrations of the San tal tribe and note11 on some of their customs and 
beliefs. 
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Mention has been made in Chapter XII of the claim to Ksh~triy3: status 
.advanced bv the Kurmi caste. It was at first supposed that this clau;n was 
.confined to' those Kurmis who reside mainlv in Bihar proper and m the 
United Provinces and whose traditional' pursuits are cul~ivatio~ and 
.domestic service. For census purposes it has always proved rmposstble to 
.distinguish this community from the Kurmi Ma~tos of t_he C_hota Nagpur 
plateau. as their habitat is not in all cases a rehable gut de; m the census 
tables therefore they all appear together simply as "Kurmis ". It has! 
however, generally been assumed in previous census reports that ~he K= 
Mahtos are a semi-aboriginal people, whose ancestors were allied to the 
Santal and Bhumij tribes. Instructions were accordingly issued on the 
present occasion that a return of Kurmi-Kshatriya might be acceptt>d in · 
the·case only of the Bihar community. These instructions gave rise to a 
11.ood of protest. The " All-India Kurmi-Kshatriya Association " took 
;np the cudgels on behalf of the Kurmi Mahtos, and stoutly affirmed that 
•• they and the Kurmi-Kshatriyas of the western pro\inces are the same, 
proofs of which, if necessary. can be produced before the Government." 
Jt must be confessed that, when invited to produce these proofs, tlte 
Association showed no greai eagerness to respond and eventually took refuge 
in the following generalities which, besides being unsupported by evidence 

·or illustration, would undoubtedly be contested by many persons who have 
considerable experience of the Kurmi Mahtos :-"(1) The. sections and 
sub-sections are similar. (2) The occupations are the same. (3) The habits 
.and customs are similar." But the favourite authority of those who 
maintain the kinship of the two communities is Dalton's DescriptirB 
Ethnology of Bengal (1872), in which the following passages occur:-

" In the Province of Chota Nagpur the ancestors of the people now called 
Kormis appear to have obtained a footing among the aboriginal tribea at 
a very remote period, and in more than one part of Manbhum have 
supplanted them. There are traditions of struggle between them and 
Kolarian aborigines of these regions, and, though the latter generally 
managed to hold their own, we find in some places Kunni villager. 
established on Bites which, we know from the groups of rude stone 
pillars or cenotsphs still conspicuous, were once OCCUf>ied by Bhumij or 
Mannas, and in others vesti.,aes of mined temples appertaining to Hincbl 
or J aina settlements, both most likely belonging to successive generations 
of Kormis, amids$ villages that have for ages been occupied by Bhumij ....•• 

•• Though the Kormis include so many noble families, their social poBition in 
Ben,..naJ is not high. They are not eo-en jalacharonit:a or & tribe from 
whoee hands a Irlllliu of the higher castes would drink water but in 
Bihar fuis honour is accorded to them. The social customs and' religious 
observances vary much in different districts. Where thev are found in 
co~on tenancy with non-Aryan tn"bes, they conform tii manv usages 
which fuey must have acquired from the latter, and, following their 
eum~les, swerve considerably from orthodox Hindu practices. The 
KnrmiS employ Brahmans as priesta in all ceremonies except marriages.'' 

?inally he describes them as " unquestionably Aryan in looks " and thinks 
'lt probable that they are the descendants of some of the earliest of the Arvan 
.colonists of Bengal. • 

. 2 .. An entirely different view was taken twelve years later by Rislev in 
his. Tnbes. tmd Castu of Ben!!al. In his opinion Dalton's remarks about 
thetr physical appearance "referred only to the Kurmis of Bihar and the 
~~the sam~,name in Chota Nagpur and Orissa bel~ to an 
-enttrely ditie~t type. He found ~em. to be " short, sturdy and of very 
-dark complexion. ..... closely resembling m feature the Dravidian tribe.; 
around them............. IJi ~fanbhum. and north of Orissa it is difficult 
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to distinguish a Kunni from a Bhumij or a Santha.l, and the latter tribe, 
who are more particular about food than is COll1,UIOnly supposed, will eat 
boiled rice prepared by Kurmi; and according to one tradition they regard 
them as half brethren ·of their own sprung from the same father, who begot 
the Kurmis on the elder and the Santhals on the younger of two sisters. 
The distinct and well-preserved totemism of the caste is noticed at length 
below." After finding that " the sections in use among the Kurmi!! m 
Chota Nagpur are purely totemistic and that a large portion of the totems 
are capable of being identified ", he comes to the cont•lusion that " the 
Chota Nagpur Kurmis are derived from the Dravidian stock and are perhaps 
a Hinduised branch of the Santhals." · " 

3. In Volume- V (it) of his Linguistic Suroex of India Sir Gearg~t 
Grierson writes that the Kurmis of Chota Nagpur ' are an aboriginal tribe 
of Dravidian stock and should be distinguished from the Kunnis of Bihar 
who spell their name differently with a smooth instead of a hard r. These 
two quite distinct tribes have been mixed up in the census." Many of these 
people speak a language of their own, commonly known as K urmali. 
although, as Sir George Grierson points out, in Manbhum this language is 
not confined to the Kurmis alone but is spoken by people of other tribes ii.lso. 
Jn Bamra state, where it is spoken by undoubted aborigines, it is known 
as Sadri Kol. This language IS a corrupted form of Magahi, but, to quote 
again from Sir George Grierson, " in this belt Ma~ahi is not the language of 
any locality. lt is essentially a tribal language ' -just as lllal Pakaria, a 
corrupted form of Bengali, is the language of the aboriginal tribe bearing 
.that name. With regard to the spelling of Kunni with a hard r, it has been 
verified from the local officials that this differentiation is observed still. Jt 
may possess -rea,l significance, but the general tendency in Chota Nagpur to 
:make the r hard is a circumstance that should be borne in mind. 

· · 4. In the District Gazetteer of Manbhum (1910) Mr. Coupland writes 
that the distinction between the Kunnis of Bihar and those of Chota Nagpur, 
" which is now generally accepted, is exemplified in this district by the fact 
that marked traces of the characteristic Kolarian village system remain, the 
Mahto· or village headman of the Kunnis corresponding exactly with the 
'Manjki of the Santhals, the·Sardar of the Bhumij and the Munda of the Ho 
·races." The Kprmi Mahtos are included among the tribes exempted from the 
:Indian Succession Act. By a printing error the name appeared in the 
original notification (issued about 20 years aga) as " Kurmi, Mahto " and in 
the revised notification which was issued very recently the word " Kurmi " 
only is retained. There is no doubt that, until quite recent years, the two 
communities were agreed in repudiating any connection with one another. 
The Bihar contingent would. commonly allude to their namesakes ?f. Cho~ 
Nagpur as the "Kol-Kurmrs ". and the latter were no less sp1r1ted rn 
asserting their independent identity. Not only inter-marriage, but. int.E:r­
dining, was entirely out of the q_ue~tion. Even to-day, althoug~ rt wrll 
presently be seen ~hat these restnctrons have · been . f~rmally abolished by 
resolutions passed m solemn conclave, and although rt rs probably true that 
the Kurmis of Chota Nagpur no longer take the same pride in their ancestry 
that they used to do, no authentic case has come to notice of inter-marriage 
between the two peoples. The. Superintendent ·of the Le~er Hospital at 
· Purulia writes that " a Kunin constable from North Brhar at present 
resident in this hospital was very scornful when I suggested his eati~g w~th 
our local Kurmi patients." The same correspondent sta~s that, rn sprte 
·of Risley's observations about the (then) prevalent tc?ten.nsm of the caste, 
he himself'had for years been unable to find a Kurmr wrth a totem name. 
" Within the last few months, however, at a village 21 mil.es from he~e­
I was ass.ured by a fairly educa~d village_r, very proud of be~~ a Kurmr, 
that his name was Bok (paddy brrd)-obvrously a totem name. . 

5. The question at issue has in late y~rs been agitated in c~urts of 
Jaw. In the case of Ganesh Mahto v. Skzb Charan Mahato,. wh~ch was. 
taken to the High Court_ (A. L R. 1931 Patna, 305), both partres were-
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Chota Nagpur Knrmis and they both admitted that they were a~riginal 
by race, the dispute being in regard to the BUccesaion law b:f which th':Y 
were govemed. It waa eventually held. t~at. where p_artle& .tf? a BUJt 
admitted that originally they were abor1gmala but. theu _fa:mih':8 had 
BUbaequently become Hindus and had adopted the Hmdu reh~Pon. It. waa 
upon the party alleging that they were not governed by the ordmary Hmdu 
law of inheritance and BUccesBion to prove any special custom or rule ~f 
custom prevailin~ among, e.g., the Kurmi Mahtos of Chota Nagpur. This 
ruling, while of considerable interest in itself, clearly does not help to 
establish the kinship between the two Kurmi caste&. More pertinent to this 
question is the decision in K ritibash M ahton v. Bud han M ahtani (6 P. L, T ., 
604, 1925) that the term aboriginal in Chota Nagpur denote& race only a~d 
implies nothing aa to religion; on the other hand, the term Hindu has m 
Chota Natn?ur reference only to religion. There can be no question but that 
the Kurmi Mahtos are completely Hinduized and have been for many years. 
They are in general much better educated, much more prosperous and 
enterprising, than the other aboriginal tribe& or the low-caste Hindus, and 
they have succeeded in retaining their self-respect in a degree which is 
uncommon among primitive tribes converted to Hinduism. It is doubtless 
this circumstance which is now leading them not only to identify themselves 
with the Hindu caste which happens to bear the same name but also to 
join with that caste in affirming their Kshatriya origin. 

6. Whatever the motives may be, there has certainly been a great deal 
of agitation in this behalf during the last decade. In the year 1928 caste 
1abhas were heltl. in more than one centre of Manbhum district and .various 
resolutions were pasaed. It was decreed that Kurmis should no longer eat 
chickena or drink wme; Kurmi women should not work as casuallabourei's 
for persons belonging to other caste&; they (the women) should wear a second 
garment and should not go to the hazar by themselves but should always 
be accompanied by menfolk of their own caste; when a Kurmi died, his 
sradh ceremony should take place on the twelfth day after death, as with 
the Kshatriyas of Bengal, instead of on the tenth day as heretofore. The 
17th session of the " all-India .Kurmi-Kshatriya coilferimce " wa~J held 
at Muzaffarpur in the year 1929, and three delegates from Manbhum were 
present as representatives of the Chota Nagpur Kurmis. " There it was 
settled that there is no difference between the Kurmis of Chota Nagpm• 
and the Kurmis of Bihar proper. The three· delegate& returned home from 
the conference after taking the sacred thread." This was followed in the 
same year by another lar~e sabha at Gh~arjuri in Manbhum, which was 
attended by a representative of the Kurmis of the United Provincea, and 
on th~s occasion " it was settled tha~ the Kurmis of Chota Nagpur and 
Kurm1s of U. P. and Behar are akm to each other and there will be 
inter-dining and inter-marriages among the said Kurmis " ; also that " the 
Kurmis. of Cho_ta. Nagpur. would join closely '_Vith _the all-India Kurmi 
Kshafriya Assocwhon and w1ll be gUJded by the d1rect10ns of it." At this 
gathering '' it was explained that the Kurmis are Kshatriyas and they have 
right to wear sacred thread, and some fifty Kurmis wore the sacred thread 
in the conference with the help of. genuine Bralunan priests." Tpe 
correspondent from whom the foregomg extracts are quoted:"'%imself 
a Kurmi Mahto and a member of the legal profession, adds tliat " thereafter 
th~ ~anbhum Kurmis _began ~ take jar;;gupabit, tho~h less in number ". 
H1s mgennous narrattve contmues :- The Kurmis conference caused 
a g~eat sensation among the Kurm.is, and the caste got the courage of raising 
the1r status. And there was such wonder in the mind of the non-Kurm.is 
of Manbh~ that Pa~ch~t raja, having come up from the ancient Kshatriya 
royal family_ of the dtstrlCt, ~pts t~e Kurmis as Kurmi Kshatriyas. The 
P~chet raJa t?ok great mte~t 10 the upliftment of the Kurmis. He 
adVIsed: the soc1al ~~ers of this community to carry out the resolutions 
passed m the GhagarJurl conference, and he gave them power in writing for 
the purpose. and the mass carried out the resolutions of the Ghagharjuri 
confere~ce to a great extent ". I~ 1931 the session of the all-India Kurmi 
Kshatr1ya conference was held m Manbhum, and was signalized by the 
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adoption of the sacred thread by more of the local Kurmis-the estimates 
vary from two hundred to a thousand. The same correspondent notes that 
"some orthodox Kurmis residing in Para and Barabhum P. S. made protest 
meetings against the use of sacred thread by Kurmis, but the use of sacred 
thread is increasing day by day in all parts of the district of Manbhum ". 

7. It may be questioned whether this movement is calculated to promote 
the ~est interests .of the K!ll'IIli' Mahto communi~y. As aboriginals, they 
rece1ve the benefit of a spec1al measure of protect10n from the revenue laws 
of Chota Nagpur; for instance, the transfer of their holdings to non­
aboriginals is not permitted. It may be that the true position in this respect 
is not appreciated by many of them. On the otlier hand, they may be. 
preP.ared to forego such privile~es for the greater honour and glory which 
they'believe will accrue to them m their new status; and it is quite true that, 
in view of their material pros.Perity, they do not. stand in the same need of 
:protection as the other abOrigmal tribes of the locality. As already stated, 
1t is ·not possible to give accurate statistics of the Kurmi Mahto community, 
but something over 660,000 " Kurmis " were enumerated on the Chota 
Nagpur plateau, and the overwhelming majority of these (about half of 
whom were fou.ild in Manbhum distnct) would undoubtedly be Kurmi 
Mahtos. 
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The number of Santals enumerated in Bihar and Orissa at the present 
census was 1,712,133. They are easily the largest o~ the primitive tribes 
found in the province, and they outnumber every Hmdu caste excei_Jt ~he 
Goal as and the Brahmans. They are of course most numerous in the d1stnct 
whic·h hears their name; rather more than one person out of every three in 
t.he Santa! Parganas is a member of this tribe. Over the province as a whole 
thPre has been an addition of :234,662 (or about 16 per cent) to the number of 
Santals enumerated at the last census. 

2. The early history of the tr·ibe is still wrapped in mystery. Some 
hold that they, along with other Munda peoples, entered India from the· 
north-west, and have steadily moved in an eastward direction ever since. 
A later theOI'J'• which is perhaps more generally favoured by present-day 
invPstig:ators, holds that they came originally from the east and penetrated 
to a point a little beyond Benares before they began to turn back again. 
The views that have from time to time been advanced on this subject are 
reproduced more fully in the District Gazetteer of the Santa! Parganas, 
which also contains a most interesting account of their traditions, tribal 
organization, religious beliefs, social customs and other characteristics. It 
is not proposed in this report to traverse again the ground which has already 
been covered in the Gazetteer and other standard books of reference, but 
simply to state the recent developments in the distribution and movement of 
this great aboriginal community, and to add one or two notes relative to. 
their manners and customs which do not appear to have been placed on record 
hitherto. 

3. There is no doubt that bv the beginning of the. nineteenth century 
the Rnntals had established. themselves on the plateau of Chota Nagpur. 
Hazariba"'h, Palamau and Singhbhum appear to have been their especial 

, strongholds at that time, but they were already beginning .to make their 
way towards tht> district which is now known as the Santa! Parganas. lt 
·was in the middle part of the century that their migration to this particular 
locality took place on a grand scale, and it has been suggested that many 
of the persons shown as Immigrants into the district at the census of 1901 
were the survivors of those who had taken part in that movement. But by 
that time they were already on the move again. " The Santals ", wrote 
Mr. (now Sir Edward) Gait in 1901, " are spreading north and east, and 
the full effect of the movement is not·exhausted in the districts that adjoin 
the Rantal Parganas, but makes itself felt even further away, in those parts 
of Dinajpur, Rajshahi and Bogra which share with Maida the elevated 
tract of q~UZ.~-laterite known as the Barind. These wande!'ings of the 
Santals have hitherto been confined to a .laterite soil, and they are said to 
be averse to the payment of rent. In what direction they will spread when 
they have finished their work of reclamation in the Barind it is impossible 
yet ~o ~njecture. The futw-e alone can show wheth~r they will then accept 
the IneVItable and settle down as permanent rent-raymg cultivators, or move 

. further afield, overcoming their dislike to alluvia soil, or retrace their steps 
and rove once more in the infertile uplands of the Chota Nagpur plateau:· . . . ·~ 

. 4: Th~ table overl~af show~ the strength and distribution of the Santa! 
tnbe m Bihar and Orissa and m Bengal at the time when the above words 
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were written, and the variations that havl! occurred at each subsequent 
census:-

Looallt)'. Adulll_., -· p ..... tl/'*l.,..r=ct .. ~ 
11111. 11111. 1011. uot. 1tiL 11111. W1. uot. 

1 • • ' • • • • • 
Blhar&ll4o.lua ... 1o'1U,181 :I,O'I,m J.WI.HI ~ ... ... " ... 

9antal l'Jqpuu ... ....... M•.m b,tto ... .... .. .. 
PnrnM • 

.,., .... .,., 
Jlba~talpdll 

e.G, DOl M,OOI Jl,Mt 8,86.1 ,.1 1'7 1'1 ... 
Monrhr. 

80,71i1D ...... ...... ...... 1·· 1'8 1'1 1'1 - t8,7~ ...... "'·"" 10,768 1., 
Haurl at'h 

1'1 1 .. 1'0 

llanbhum 
no,Jna 08,738 ...... fii,S79 ••• ~· 

,., ... 
Blnlbbhum 

t82,3ll 138,74.7 "'·"" lN,W 11'1 ... , u·o .... 
Pendat.ot"J Statet 

100.800 ..... 1 88,!4.1 "·"" 11'7 1r• 1r7 u·o ... ....... 181,iD1 ....... 111,037 
ElNwhtn 

... ... • •• .. . 
..... 1 11,m 1~177 11,100 ... '111 ... ... 

·- ... ,.., ... - 87 ..... 170,71'1 1 .. 1'6 1'' 1 .. 
.Dinaj.,J 
ldalda ... 

....... 1.,,211 no,Kt 76.101 ,.., . .. ... . .. 
Bc:E . ... 7J,ltli n,t40 lkt,630 I!,IH • •• ,... ••• . .. 
Ba ahabl-

6,361 7,18S ..... .. .... •• ., •• •• 
J r,'rurt 15,601 !1,300 14..141 ..... 1•8 1·· 1 .. •• 
Blr hum 

27,8150 ...... 23,G&l 10,806 ... ... ... 1'' 

llord•&D 
M.071> 17,180 111,087 47,738 ••• 0'7 ... • •• 

Jlallkura 
101,622 ...... fll,£178 ...... • •• ••• n ... 

Mldnoyur 
llfo,l77 101,011 na,nt7 106,7!1 1 ... 10'1 10'1 ... 

Hoorh 3,. 
1G0,7110 11!,711 161,631 1~.391 0'1 ,., •. , ... 

Jfurahl ba4 
88,013 ...... n,oos ..... • •• ... r1 .. 

BlMwhere 
...... 111,401 lt,3'Pll U,IIG 1'7 1•1 1'0 .. 
%4118 10,918 16,816 ...... .., ... ... ... 

. Dur~g these t~irty years the total strength of the tribe in the two provinces 
~mbmed has mcrea.sed from .1.86~,074 to 2,508, 789. This represents an 
mcrease of over, 33 per cent m a smgle generation-a rate of growth just 
dol!-b~e t~at .ach~eved by the population of this province as a whole, and a 
strikmg mdiCatiOn of the ®rdy, prolific character of the tribe . •. 

5. The first decade of the century witnessed an acceleration of the out­
ward stream of migration fro~ the Santa! Parganas. At the census of 
1911 the number of persons born in that district and enumerated elsewhere 
:was no .Ies.s thai! 321,283, an. increase of 95,000 .over the figure recorded ten 
:years earlier. Not all of th1s vast-army of em1grants were Santals but it 
~~ safe .to. say that the great majority of them were. For, although condi­
tiOns durmg the decade had been generally favourable for a rapid ·increase 
{)f population (particularly on the Chota Nagpur Plateau, where the aver~e 
rate of growth was as much as 14 per cent), there was an actual decline 1n 
the number of Santals enumerated in their home district. The flow into 
the Barind was still strong, the districts of Dinajpur and Rajshahi being 

· the recipients of most of the fresh e~igr!lnts to this pa~t o~ Bengal. F.urt~er 
to the north-east the tea-garden d1str1Cts of · J alpa1guri and "DarJeehng 
absorbed a substantial overflow, while some 59,000 Santoals were found still 
further afield in the province of Assam. But this decade saw also the 
beginning of a new movement into the purely alluvial tracts of Purnea and 
Hooghly districts. Moreover, the Santals were now showing signs of retrac­
ing t.heir steps in a southerly and even in a westerly direction. Thq_ increase 
in their numbers during this period (1910-11) in Manbhum, Hazaril>ll.gh and 
the Orissa States is too great to be ascribed entirely to natural growth: In . 
the two first-named districts the coalfields were the main attraction, and 
the partiality of the Santa! for labour of this kind was responsible also for 
a marked rise in Burdwan district. 
. 6. During the next decade the eastward current of migration was very 
much less pronounced. The total number of e!Uigrants from the Sa~tal 
Parganas in 1921 was less by about 23,000 than It had been at the preVIous 
census, and, despite the ill-health and; economic distres~ of 191~2~ which 
prevented the population of the provmce as a whole from registermg any 
progress the number of Santals residing in the Santal Parganas was greater 
at the e~d of the decade than it had been at the beginning. This circums­
tance is the more remarkable because agricultural scarcity had compelled 
many who would not otherwise have left their homes to emigrate to the 
tea-gardens of Assam, and over 8~,000 Sant~ were enumerated in that 
province in .1921, as compared with 59,000 m 1911. Very few fresh 
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~igrants found their way into the Barind, but the thrust into Purnea and 
Hoogbly continued, and there was a temporary movement across the 
north-western border of the district into Bhagalpur. 

7. The present census does not record the number of. persona ~rn in 
the Santa! Pargoana.s and enumerated . outside t~ provmce. Em1grants 
from that distnct to other parts of Bihar and Onssa are almost, but not 
(jUite, as numerous as they were ten years ago, but there .mu:'t ~ave been a 
lieavy decrease in emigration to Bengal &J!-d ~- It IS s1~cant that 
in t1iis province the strength of the tribe has IDCreased smce 19~1 by 
16 per cent, while in Bengaf the rate is bare~y 12 per cent. In pract.Ically; 
none of the Bengal districts, except the colliery areas of Burdwan, IS _the 
increase in numbers out of proportion to the natural growth of the tnbe; 
and, although of course it Is not suggested that all the_ Santals who. w~re 
.c;numerated m Bengal in 1921 have remained there ~ve~ smce and multiplied 
In the ordinary course of nature; the figures do mdicate that there are 
nowadays very few fresh emigrants who are making a permanent homo in 
that province. . In Assam statistics of Sant!lls we~e not compiled ~n the 
present occasion, but there has bee~ a decln!-e of Just over 1,000 m. ~e 
number of persons speaking Santah as their mother-tongue, :m~ It IS 
t.herefore probable that the number of Santals has fallen also. With~n the 
province of Bihar and Orissa there has been a further development m the 
atreams of migration to Purnea, Hazaribagh, Manbhum and the States. 
The present indications, therefore, are that the movement of this tribe to 
the north-east has been definitely checked for the time being, and that a great 
number of them are settling down in their own district as permanent rent­
paying cultivators. Such migration as is now taking place is not governed 
by any fixed {lrinciple but is the result of ordinary economic pressure, and 
its direction IS determined by the availability of land (whetlier laterite or 
alluvial) and the scope for labour of a kind which appeals to the Santals, 
I'!Uch as work on tea-gardens or in coal-mines. 

~- As .already menti?n~d, the fragmentary _notes that follow regarding 
.certam behefs and practiCes of tlie Santals are mtended only to supplement 
the accounts available elsewhere. Almost all of the information reproduced 
,here has been very kindly furnished by the Rev. P. 0. Bodding, who has 
·worked for many years as a missionary in the Santa! Parganas and w~ose 
!ntiniate knowledge of and affection for this people are unrivalled. 

. ' 9. AstMlo .-.The sun, moon and stars are considered to be animate 
, beings, the sun ~eing the male, the moon the female, and the stars their 
.children. A sl.ooting-star is called a star-excrement, and a comet a tail-star. 
The four stars in the Great Bear constellation which form the rectangle of 
the plough are known as budhi parkom or the old woman's bedstead, while 
the other three stars are called. bursi kombroko, the fire-pan thieves; the 
:atar furthest out from the bed IS always kept so far away because he is 
laughing. ·The three stars of Orion's belt are arar ipilko, the yoke stars; 
~d three others close by are arar lalakko, the yoke-cutters or dressers. 
'The Pleiades are known as· sorenko. " What soren means " writes 
Mr. Bodding, " I am not at present. prepared to say, but it may be 
mentioned that one of the twelve Santa! septa is called Boren and soren sipahi 
.(the soren soldier) is a very frequent combination." Two·small stars near 
'Vega in Lyra are called potam bela, or the dove's eggs. For the Milky 
Way they have a -name meaning the Way of. the Market-place, but according 
to some it is also called the Elephant's Path. The "morning star·" 
{whether Jupiter or Venus) is sometimes styled corkheda or the thief­
pursuing star, because _it is bel_ieved th~t tllleves, when th~y see this star 
..appear, cease from the~.r ne~anous bus~ess and make their way home. 
'The most favoured explanatiOn of an eclipse is that once upon a time the 
-aun or the moon (or both together) stood security for the human race when 
the latter were compelled to borrow fO?d from a certain godling, -called 
Dusad. The ~ebt has never been repaid, and now and again the Dusad 
•tretch~ out his hand. to catch hold ~f the sun or the moon and exact his 
~ues; this e&lmlS an eclipse. At such times the Santals beat their kettledrums 
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l:Uld brin~ o~t their stores o_f grain in~ the OP,en, and with much shouting 
offer. to liqmda_te the debt ~f the godling w1ll but relinquish his holcf. 
Durmg the eclipse a fast Is observed, and none may look upon a. wontan 
who i.s with chtld. To explain the phases of the moon they have a story 
that 1~ ?lden. days ~he sun and the moon ha.d many children. The bo 8 
were hvmg with the1r father the sun, and the girls with their mother t~e 
p1oon. By reason of the terrible heat of the sun and his children (the stars) 
It was feared .that the earth would be burnt np; so the moon sug,.ested to 
the sun that they should_ dev,;mr their children in order to avert the catas­
trophe. ~he su~ bade ~I!J Wife il&t up her daughters in the first place; it 
that were msuffiCJent, satd he, he would also eat his sons. Then the moon­
" a woman", adds the narrator, " and we know their tricky ways "-put 
all her daughters under a large bamboo basket and hid them after which 
she went to the sun and said that she had devoured all her girls but still 

. the heat was as bad as ever, and if he did not now devour the boys too 
mankind would surely perish. The foolish husband believed her and ate­
up all his sons, the day-stars. But when it became night he saw that the­
daughters .we~ still uDharme~, and in great anger he took a sword and' 
pursued hiS Wife and overtakmg her he cut her. He might indeed have­
destroyed her utterly, but when she gave up two of her daughters he relented 
and left her. These two stars are the planets Venus and Jupiter which 
may be seen during the day-time. Yet eve1·y month the sun re~embers 
his wife's deceit, and pursues and cuts her, so that the moon has very 
little rest except on two days in each month. Thunder and lightning 
liktl all other natu~al phenomena, are believed by the Santals to be ac~ 
of the Supreme Bemg, so that ~P.y Bay " ke ramA " n,. " 1111 blows " ol" 
" he thunders." They have vanous names for thunder, most of which 
appear to be onomatopreic. In common with other races, they think that 
stone imJ?lements found in the ground are thunderbolts and call them ceter­
diri, which means stroke-of-lightning stones. They have heard the tale 
of Rama's shooting, but it is doubtful whether tliey place any credence in· 
it. Some Santals try to guard themselves against lightning by keeping an 
arrow on the bowstring in aim against the threatening cloud. 

10. Life after deatl!.-The belief of the Santals in a future life, where 
virtue meets witli its due reward and the wicked are appropriately punished, 
is recorded elsewhere. But, says Mr. Bodding, one may somettmes hear 
a Santal speculate whetlier he will become a lizard or a grass-hopper after 
death, and there are tales extant among them which presuppose a belief 
that the soul of a living man may issue through his mouth in the shape of 
a small lizard. Notwithstanding such curious aberrations as these, 
Mr .. Bodding is of the opinion tliat the Santals have no real belief 
in transmigration. 

11. Musical instruments.-They are a musical people, one of their 
favourite instruments being a flute with six holes for stops and one for­
blowing. Nowadays tliese flutes are generally bought from low-caste Hindus, 
but some Santals still know how to ma:ke them. They ~ave also some small 
pipes made by themselves. Another mstrument of the1r own manufacture 
is a one-stringed fiddle witli a .hollow " breast "' as they call it, covered 'Yith 

' a piece of skm, often of an tguana or some large snake. When playmg, 
the operator keeps it in front of him, with the string tl!rned away. Other 
varieties of strmged instruments include a hollow ptece of. wood or a 
pumpkin, covered at one end with a bit of· skin through whiCh a double 
string is run. It is kept in the left armJ?it, and the left ~and. s.tretches the 
two strings with a small piece of wood tied to them~ It IS sa1d to produce a marvellous sound, and its use is confined to the disci pres of the ojl!a wh~n 
they go bell'ging. Similar in tone, and employ~d fo~ the same purpose, IS 
a bamboo mstrument (often an old flute) to whtch pms are affixed, and to 
_these o.go.in two otringB. At tho 'middle point of the bamboo an emiJty, 
hollowed-out piece of a pumpkin is tied. 'Ybe~ this is pl!lyed, the pump~m 
is held against the stomach and the playmg IS done wtth a woo~en pl~. 
They have a dancing drum of earthenware, covered .at tlie ends .wtth sk~ 
and strengthened with leather thongs running ronnd the body; th1s drum l8o 
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conical in shape. Their kettledrums are ~y and varied, and some of 
their other instruments appear to be design~ fo! the. ~le purpose of 
producing noise as a means of giving vent to the1r high ~Jnnts. They have 
~ymbals also and a number of wind instruments, including one made from 
the horn of a buffalo. An interesting point to note is tha:t their 1lntes and 
horns are always made in pairs with the same pitch. Th:i& serves ~ don~le 
purpose, fori~ Of!.e i~trument is lost or stolen t~ owner 18 able to 1dent1fy 
1t while the dJstmct1ve note also serves to advertl&e the whereabouts of the 
ph.ver. Dancing drums, too, are made in pairs. Mr. Bodding considers 
thai the flute, the horn and the fiddle are probably the original Santa! 
instruments. 

12. Bows and arrows, etc.-The Santal's bow is generally made of 
bamboo, but sometimes of some other resilient wood. AB a rule, the string 
is of hemp, though bamboo is not infrequently used for the purpose. The 
string is always fixed permanently to one end of the how; at the other (upper) 
end it is tied loosely. Here there is a loop, and when the how is to be used 
this loop is slipped on to the end. Until this is done, the bow is more or 
less straight and could not be used. The Santals have a large assortment 
of arrows, suitable to special different purposes. They are mostly made of 
Bar grass-sar being the San tali word for an ·arrow. Generally the arrow 
has cut feathers fixed to its end, which help to steady its flight; an arrow 
\\ithout feathers is called naked. To shoot birds and small animals a blunt 
arrow is used, with a p1ece of wood some three inches long fixed to the point. 
For other animals thel employ arrows with iron heads, which vary greatly 
in size and shape. ' I have seen ", sa-rs Mr. Bod ding, " some twentv 
different Arrowhoa<lo." Ono. . .....nety";liesiglied for shooLin~ :lbh, -hao £ ..;;,.. 
head a curved blade instead of a pomt. There is also a special kind of bow 
with which they shoot off, not arrows, but small Stuues. -o.r b~ t.I.tey had 
formerly several kinds, hut these are no longer found. Battle-axes of 
different shapes are still to be seen in a few houses, but they are now used for 
sacrificial purposes only. The Santals have a number of other huntin"' 
implements, fishing nets, etc., all of which go to show that they have stndi~ 
the nature and habits of wild animals, birds, and so forth, .and have 
fashioned their implements ace<Jrdingly. They indulge in a curious practice 
of keeping certain hairs, claws, etc., of tigers and leopards which they have 
killed, and even of eating their flesh, in the hope that they will thereby 
.assimilate some of the qualities of these animals. They are not head­
hunters, and no case is lciiown in which they have resorted to this practice 
in their fights with other tribes and peoples. · 

• 
13. Agricultural implements.-It is well-known that the Santals excel 

in the art of clearing jungles and otherwise reclaiming land for cultivation 
but as agriculturists they are less expert and stijl have much to learn. Th~ 
most pnmitive (certainly the oldest) of their implements is a wooden bar 
~sed for di<>ging out roots, making holes in the ground, and so on. Formerly 
~t was mad'e of hard W<>?d throug~out, but nowadays a fiat piece of iron 
~s fixed at one end. T?e1r plougli 1s made of 11. log of bent wood, with an 
uon ploughshare fixed m a groove on the front upper portion. The handle 
may be one of several shapes, and there is a beam whereby the plough is 
attached to the yoke_. They have also a hoe or pick-axe with one narrow 
and JI!-Ore t?r less pomted blade. _The nearest appr~ac? to a spade among 
them 1s an rmplement calle~ a kudz. The blade of this rmplement is slightly 
~urved o~ concave, and an 1ro~ shaft some four inches high is fixed verticallv 
m the middle of one end of 1t. Through the top of tills shaft the handle 
run~ parallel with ,the blade, being only a very little longer than it. The 
kudt 1s worked t?wl!-rds,_ not away fr?m, the user. All these iron implements 
are made by semi-hmdmzed blacksm1ths, but the use of more modern foreign­
made implements is. now being gradually introduced. To level and carry 
t>arth they have a kmd of large wooden shovel called a karha drawn b 
bullock~. It consists of a piece of fiat wood t~ to five feet in le~gth ten ~ 
fifteen mc~es broa~, and so~e three inches thick, tapering towards ~ ed e. 
A .~andle ~~ _fixed 11! ·the m1ddle, and at. (or near) each end of the ka!ha 
.a comb 18 cut, t.e. part of the wood 18 cut away, leaving big tooth-like 
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projections. The shaft is fixed to the karka at one end with a rin$, and 
the other end terminates in the yoke. Sometimes chains are U8ed m lieu 
of a shaft. When worked, a man keeps the shovel more or less upright by 
means of the handle, and the earth is thus dragged along. On reaching the-

. place where the earth is to be deposited, he lets go the handle and the 
karka automatically turns·over forwards, emptying out the earth, and the­
bullocks then drag the karka back to the starting point. There are several 
varieties of these " shovels ", but the principle on which they ilre worked 
is the same. There is a similar implement, called a raksa, which is used. 
for levelling the "Surface of a rice-field. This is longer and narrower anci 
two holes are cut through the wooden board, through which the yoke cb:~ 
are passed. The argom, or clod-crusher, is an imp1ement used for levelling 
the earth after l'loughing or sowing. It is a piece of wood some six to nine­
feet long and sxx to eigh~ inches broad and thick. Usually it has a bea.m. 
to which the yoke is fixed, but sometimes there are two beams and sometim5 
none_at all; in the latter case chains are run through holes in the wood. 



APPENDIX VII.-Language, Caste and Race in Singhbhum district. 

The report of the Indian Statutory Commission, published in 1930, 
('()ntained a summary of the recommendations made by the sub-committee 
which had been appointed to investigate the claim of the Oriya-speaking 
peoples to a separate Orissa province. The sub-committee suggested inter 
alia that at the forthcoming census special precautions should be taken to 
ensure the reliability of the returns. So far as Bihar and Orissa is 
concerned, the main J?Oint at issue was whether, assuming the formation of 
such a separate provmce, the district of Singhbhum (or any part thereof) 
should be included in it. It was therefore of special importance to ascertain 
with as much Accuracy as possible the number and distribution of Oriyas in 
that district. 

2. The first question that presented itself in connexion with this 
enquiry was: What is an " Orilla" 1 Hitherto no attempt had ever been 
made to enumerate persons of Oriya race either in Singhbhum or elsewhere. 
The census schedules contain a colU111D entitled " Nationality, race or caste ", 
but a person's nationality is not entered in this column unless he is a. 

·foreigner (i.e., not. an Indian), and his race is only entered if he belongs to 
some aboriginal tribe or OLhcr ra.oo in .. which Cll.!ltA. does-not exist. For 
Hindus the caste only is recorded, no matter whether they are Biharis, 
Bengalis, Oriyas or anrbing else. The number of Oriya-speaking persons 
is of course as<;ertaine from the language returns, and in the past it has 
always been assumed that the number of " Oriyas " is identical with the 
number of persons by whom the Oriya language- is spoken. But this 
assumption is not neoessarily correct. In Singhbhum, di11tri.ct, for instance, 
it is commonly agreed that the Oriya language is used very much less than 
it used to be, largely because it is not taught in the schools and is barred 
in the courts. Many Oriyas who still speak it in their homes (often in a 
corrupted form) do not know how to read or write it. while others cannot 
even speak it any longer. On the other hand there are certain parts of the 
district in which the Oriya language is spoken by aboriginals and others 
who would not ordinarily be regarded as Oriyas by race. It has been 
explained in Chapter X that at the present census for the first time two 
columns were provided in the schedule for recording a person's language. 
One column was reserved for his real mother-tongue, and the second for 
other languages (if any) in common every-day use. This innovation presum­
ably went some way towards reconciling language with race, but it cannot 
have gone the whole distance, and it was therefore deemed advisable to make 
a special attempt on this occasion to ascertain ser.arately the number of 
persons in Singhbhum district who claimed to be ' Oriyas ", irrespecti~e. 
of the language spoken by them. 

3. The method chosen to achieve this purpose was simply to enquire 
of earh .Person whether he was, or was not, ·an Oriya. If he replied in the 
llffirmative, the word Oriya was to be entered in the caste column of the 
Echedule against his name-in addition, of. course, to his caste; if he replied 
in the negative, _no entry of race was to be made at all.· It was obviously 
out of the questiOn to expect the enumerators to conduct-any enquiry into 
the correctness of the answer given. Even if their impartiality could have 
heen taken for granted, they had not the necessary qualifications for arriving. 
at a proper decision, and the application of various suggested tests (such as 
whether the person concerned was governed by the Mitakshara or the 
Dayabhag law) would only have led to confusion. It was prima facie 
unlikely that a person who was not an Oriya would claim to be one· the 
eonverse was not impossible, but in the face of deliberate denials of' that 

SOl 
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kind the census authorities would clearly be powerless. The enumerators 
were therefore told that they must accept and record without question the 
statement of the person enumerated, once they were satisfied that he under­
stood what he was being asked. The supervising staff were instructed to 
pay special attention to tbe checking of these entries, and it was pointed out 
to them that in this they would often derive much assistance from the name 
and the caste of the person concerned. There are many distinctive Oriya 
names and titles, and, a.!-th.oug~ sometim~ thea~ may have become corrupted 
to such an extent that 1t IS difficult or Impossible to recognize them they 
would frequently serve as a useful ~de. Similarly, most of the true 'oriya 
castes (except Brahmans) are unmistakeable, .though here auain it is not 
,uncommon for the caste name also to be disguised or ~odified. For 
instance, an Oriya Gaura living in Singhbhum will often call himself a 
Goala; a Karan may call hinlself a Kayasth. and so forth. Consequently 
such an entry as " Oriya Kayasth " in the censns schedule would not 
necessarily be incorrect, but an entry of " Karan " without being preceded 
by thewo~ "Oriya" must be wrong. 

4. Unfortunately the attempt to ascertain the number of Oriyas by 
'race on the lines indicated above proved to be a failure. This was due partly 
to the fact that the decision to conduct this special enquiry was reached at 
:a somewhat late stage in the operations, and difficulty was experienced in 
making the enumerators understand fully the purport of the instructions. 
A careful scrutiny of the returns showed that not infrequently the word 
.()riya was entered against the head of a household only, with the result that 
·the remaining Oriya inmates were not treated as such in the slip-copying 
.and sorting processes. Some enumerators apparAntl:r thought that,· when 
a UUL.U's caste clearly showed that. he was an Oriya, It was unnecessary to 
specify the fact. In other cases the entry of race was made in the colunm 
for religion fustead of in the caste column. Intensive ,Propa~anda on both 
·sides was responsible also for sins of omission or commission m this matter 
en the part of certain enumerators. In addition to these various sources 
<>f error the enquiry showed that many of the persons questioned really did 
mot kno~ whether they were Oriyas by race or not, and that many others did 
not care. It was therefore apparent that any statistics which might .be 
oompiled on the basis of th~e pa~ticul~~:r return~ would ~ot only ~e qwte 
unreliable but would be definitely nusleadmg; &.?d It was decided ~ dis:eg'!-rd 
them entirely. Language perforce must contmue to be the mam criterion 
of race but a final effort was made to elinlinate some. of the more patent 
defects'of that criterion by an exhaustive analysis of the caste and language 
returns in combination. 

5. The new objective was to distribute the population of the district 
between the four racial categories given below :-

(1) Oriyas. 
(2) Biharis or Bengalis. 
(3) Doubtful races-i.e:, persons who might belong to either of the 

two first categories. 
(4) Others, including prinlitive tribes. 

The district was split up into 21 local un}ts, a list of which ~s given in 
the m~rgm. In _all these uni~ persons 
belongmg to unmistakeable Oriya castes 
were placed in category (1) above. 
Persons belonging ¥> all other Hindu 
castes were classified· as (a) those speak: 
ing Oriya as !~~other-tongue, (b). t~ose 
speaking Oriya as a subsidiary 
language, and (c) those who did not 
speak Oriya at all. The results thus 
obtained were scrutinized caste by caste 
and local unit by local unit. It :was 

. 
Clhakradharpur--

1. Porahat Kolhan pirs '(including Band· 
gaon estate). 

2. Ssdant pi,. (excluding Chakradharpur 
municipality). 

8. Kuldiha, Kainua and Goilkera pirs. 
4. Chakradharpur municipality and rail­

waY settlement. 
·Manobarpur--

6. Mnnobarpur proper. 
6. Bela and Baranda pirs. 
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kon.-
7. Bantarta, Kn!j:arh, Loma ond 1omd~ 

pin~ tncluding Gu& aucl Nomnmdi 
JD.inc.). 

found, e.g., that in unit no. 8 there 
were 2,270 Knmhars, out of whom 2,180 
spoke Oriya 38 their mother-ton~ _and 
10 others spoke it 38 a subsidiary 
language; consequently all Kumhai's itt 

8. Aola ond Ber pi,.. . - - #ltae parltetdofr-~=·.•• tt~d_ 3!J 
11. Thai, Bhorbbaria, Lot!ra ... a Lot& pin. Oriyas by race. But m unit no. 15 

10. Gmnro, Berkel• on4 ROU>~ piro only 5 Kumhars out of 1,111. spoke 
(..,.ludinR Chaibua munoeo~hty). • Oriya in any_ shape or ~orm, With the 

11. Choinpur, A~odhya, Aoontaha, Rodno, result that m that unit aU Kumhars 
•~. :Rajab&aa, Chlru ond Choroi were treated as non-Oriyas. In unit 
poro. . . . no. 18 again there were 546 Kumhars, 

il. CholbAA& munompaloty. O . b · th th -ton~e of 252 18. Gua ood Noemundi mineo. nya em_g . e mo er 
and a snbs1dmry language? 20 other.s. 

Ohaiii-
U. JuW<alol p.o, and Gulmuri P·'· (exelu4-

lng urbiUI aroaa). · 

18. llwaopur p.a. 
18, Kalikopur p.o. 
17. Oho!Aiila p.a. nort.h (euludiog Kolrpara 

Tara/). 
IS. Ohaltoila p.o. lOUth (e>:oluding Kokpam 

Tarof). 
19. Kokpara Tarat. 
20. Baharagora p.1. 

while 2i4 did not speak Or1ya at all;. m 
these circumstances no safe deduction 
could be made with regard to the racial 
affinities of the Kumhars in that parti> 
cular part of the district, and so they 
were all treated as " doubtful " and 
olaced in category (3) above. The 
~' Orivas " and the " doubtfuls " were 
determined in this way by examining 
the·' statistics for each caste and locality 

21. Jamohedpur, Talaoagar and .Tugooalai • 
(urban). in turn. Then the " others "--cate-

gory (4) above-were extracted. These 
comprised (11) all prim1Livo tril.M, irrP-~pp,ctive of the language ~poken by 
them, and (b) all persons speaking as mother-tongue some language other 
than Hindustani, Bengali, Oriya or a tribal language. Many primitive­
tribes have been Hinduized to such an extent that they have lost most of' 
their tribal characteristics, and persons belonging to these communities were­
freely claimed as Oriyas or Biharis by the rival parties. Not infrequently 
such r.Iaims derive some measure of support from the language criterion; for 
instance, there are some parts of Singbbbum in which'practically all Rhuiyas. 
speak Oriya as their " mother-tongue ". But in general it was felt that 
in the interests of these semi-aboriginal peoples themselves they should be­
kept quite distinct from the Aryan races on both sides, and with three­
exceptions all the tribes mentioned in paragraph 2 of Appendix IV wer& 
included with the " other races ", no matter what their language might be. 
The exceptions were the Baw·is, Ghasis and Pans, who, though undoubtedly 
of aboriginal origin, are by now hardly distinguishable from low Hindll. 
castes; they were accordingly treated as " doubtful " and placed in 
category (3). The first, third and fourth categories being thus determined, 
the residue of the population of the district was placed in thA second' 
category, i.e. Bihari or Bengali. Between these two races it was found! 
to be quite impossible to distinguish. As a result of the method followell;-­
it is probable that some Hindustani-speaking immigrants from the United 
Provmces and other parts of India were treat~d !15 Biharis;. but t~is could 
not be avoided, and the number of such persons IS m any case mcons1derable. 

6. ThA results of the enquiries into langu~e and race in Singhbhum­
are suntmarized ln Lh<> two tables at the end of tins appendix. Proportional: 

figures for the district as a whole are-
Mou..r.tong••· &c.. given in the margin. It will be noticed 

Oriya 
Bihori.Beogali 
Others 
Doubtful 

IB.fi 11.1 that, by the criterion of language-
24.6 11.4 alone, the number of Oriyas and 
&6.9 68.2 Bihari-cum-Bengalis in the district is. 

14.8 considerably larger than by the criterion 
. of race. This is partly because 

spe!lkers of the Aryan langu~es mclude a good many aboriginals but 
ma~nly beca.lll!B of the .impossibility of allocating the " doubtful " ra~ to 
~hen: appropriate heads. Althou"h the term " others " includes Europeans, 
=grants from up-country and foreigners of every kind (except Bengalis). 
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for all practical purposes this term may be re_garded as synonymous with 
· the primitive tribes. The strength of 

Total population ••• ••• H9,802 some of the more important tribes is 
Ho 801,158 given in the margin. Even if the 
Banta! 108.890 semi-aboriginal Bhumij and Bhuiyas be 
Bbumij oo,ooo loft out nf account, the four remaining 
Jllund& 50,968 tribes (which are among the purest 
Bhuiya 18,2"78 aboriginal stock in tlie province) 
Oraon • 1o,w account by themselves for 471,122 

population of the ~strict. 
persons, or more than half the total 

7. As between the Oriya and the Bihari-cum.-Bengali elements there 
js a clear-cut division between the two subdivisions of the district. 'In the 

Sadr subdivision (where the number of · 
SADB. • Moth•r-tong••· &c•. Bengalis is neglig1ble) the Oriyas are in 

Oriya 127,247 89,681 1a · "t tli Bihari' 
Bihari-Bengali 87,885 16,997 a . rge maJon y !>ver e s. 
Doubtful . 47 450 

This preponderance lS marked, not only 
··· · ... ' in the subdivision as a whole, but in 

~ach one of the local ~its. with the exception of no. 1 (in the extreme north­
;west comer of the distr1ct) and nos. 4 and 12 (the municipal areas of 
.Ch~r~~arpur and Chaibasa). Even if all the " doubtfuls " in this 
subdiVIsion were treated as Biharis, the latter would still be in the minority. 

DHALBHUM. Mothor-tong••· &c•. & C_?~v~rse~, in the Dhalbhum . su~-
Ori a 44 640 18 228 diVISion where the number of Bihal'lS 
:S~.Bengali ... 190'729 89'041 outside. amsh_edpur is very .~all) the 
Doubtful ;.. .:. 85'580 Bengahs are lJI A larg~ maJonty over 

' - th" Oriyas. Here agam the prepun-
'derance is to be found in each local unit except no. 18, whiCh forms part of 
the Ghatsila police-station area . 

• 1 8. At the time when the census was being taken, feeling on the Oriya 
· q_uestion ran high, and a great deal of propaganda was indulged in on both 
s1des. After tlie operations were over, there were not wantmg complaints 
to the effect that they had not been properly conducted, that the enumerating 
staff were prejudiced and had refused to record the answers actually given, 
that the local officers in charge of the operations were biassed and the returils 
had been tampered with, etc., etc. A careful enquiry was made into these 
'allegations by the District Officer of Singhbhum, and I personally discussed 
the matter with him locally and examined a large number of the schedules 
mentioned specifically by the petitioners. The charges were found to be 
generally without any foundatiOn, and many of the complaints were clearly 

·due to misapprehensiOn. For instance, a number of defective entries DlSde 
by the enumerators in the schedules had been amended by the supervisor or 
other inspecting officer~ and it was mistakenly supposed that these modifi­
catiOill>Were- mQ.de witn the deliberate object of damaging the just claims 
of the.- Oriyas. The--v..gue charges of prejudice brought against certain 
enumerators were more difficult to investigate, but here again there was 
undoubtedly a lot of exaggeration and misunderstanding. It has already 
been mentioned that the entries of race in the caste colunm were unreliable 
:for various reasons, one of which was that the enumerators were subjected· 
to a great deal of pressure from both sides on this subject. But, as these 
·entries were entirely discarded, the results are not afient.Ad by this cir­
cumstance. So far as· entries of language and o~~o<~te are concerned, I am 
definitely of the opinion that cases of deliberate misrecording were very rare. 
But it 1s probably true that in doubtful cases (which were plentiful) the 
language entry made by a Bengali enumerator might not be the one which 
woUld have been made by an Oriya enumerator. Forinstance, in localities 
such as Baharagora the language in common use is a mixed dialect of Oriya 
and Bengali, and the proper method of recording it will often give rise to­
genuine perplexity:. In that part of the district most of the enumerators: 
:were Bengalis, and it is likely that they sometimes used their discretion in. 
this matter in a way which did not commend itself to 0riya ~entiment. 
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306 APPEND~ VU.-LANGUAGB, CASTE AND RACB D1 SINGHBIIUM DISTBIC'l' •. 

.•. 
I!,-Mo~HBR TONGUES AND IUBSIDU.RY LANGUAGES IN, 8IN911BHUH DISTRICT. _ 

---------------------------r------~--------------~~;,:::,:u: .. ~.----------~--,------------------------------------' 
- ••••.u.t. 
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