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INTRODUCTION.
-—-—0_—
Tnn Census of the Town and Isla.nd of Bombay was taken as parf of the
Consus of India on the night of the 10th March 1911. Although the condition
of the City was not abnormal on that date, the unfortunate circumstances under
which the Census was taken in 1901 with a virulent epidemioc of plague raging
through the ity preolude the drawing of comparisons between 1901 and 1911.
This reviow of the Census figures will therefore be confined generally to am
exogesis on the statical and not the ‘dynamical aspect of the statistics, .

The final test shows that the population of our Oity is 979,445, Just over
208,000 more than in 1901, snd 1,623 more than the figures revealed by the
Municipal Oensus taken in 1806 by the Health Department of the Munlmpahty
who required something mors authentic than ‘the vitiated statistics of the
Tmperiat Census for the proper admmmtratlon ‘of their department. Thisis the,
frst instance in India of & quinguennial census being iaken, but it is unlikely
that it will be repeated, although a census every fiveyears is recommended by
the statisticlans of Europe. |

The preliminary record was complete five days before the Census night,
having been prepared by Dr, J. A. Turner, the Exeoutive Health Officer of the
Munioipality, this being his second census. Mr. P. P. Vigh had the direct
supervision of the arrangements. It may not be out of place to mention that this
was the third census, with the direotion of which Mr. Vigh had been closely
oonnected, His experience on previous occasions oonduced in no small measure
to the smoothness with whioh all details were carried out. . For the last five
days with the aid of Government servants, volunteers and sohola.stio institutions
the eohedules were carefully cbecked and everything was ready for the final
oheck on the night of Maroh 10th. In 1901, thanks to the iuitiative of
Mnr. B. D, Talati, school-boys carefully trained into census squads were utilized
for the firs fime. There was a great extension of this on the present oceasion
and sixteen sohools took part in the final enumeration and the previous five
days of cheoking, By this agenoy 97,962 persous, just over 10 per cent. of the
population, were enumerated. The work was of course not equal, some of it was
much better done than the rest, but there is no doubt that a well-trained squad
working under supervision is & most useful adjunet fo the means available for

enumeration.

In addition to the schools some nineteen mercantile firms, both Buropean
and Indian, lent the services of clerks for the final enumeration, In several
other instances volunteers came forward and agreed to take complete charge of
the enumeration of certain areas, providing their own staff,

] Theinnovation of using a general schedule, and filling in the details by
means of enumerators instead of permitting the householder to fill in the eatrios
himself, was made in 1901 with soms diffidence, and trouble was anticipated in

_some of the turbulent quarters of the City. Thanks, however, to the personal
influence of Mr. Edwardes, there was no difficulty. S8ince then there has been a

Mumo;ga;i&:mus in 1906 and the Musalmén population are getting aconstored
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2 INTRODUOTION.

to enumerations and no trouble viassntioipated. But to make assurance doubly
sure Mr, Edwardes’ kind offices were again enlistedy and the oooperahon of
the heeds of the Jaméts obtained beforehand.

The Police fook charge of the enumeratfon of the homeless, All railway
arches, maidans and alleys ware searched and the sleepers marshalled into gangs
and taken off to fixed enumeration stations where their particulars were .
recorded and they were allowed to go away armed with a shp of paper to show
that they had been enumerated.

The floating population was enumerated by the agency of the Royal Indian,
Marine and Mr, O. B. Watkins of the Preventlve Bervice.

The abstruction and compilation work was done in the Poona office,

It is imposaible to ssy yet what the cost of this Census of the ity will be,
as the composition charges are not.yet known, buf it is not likely to excoed.

the sum set apart by the Munmpabty sud an equal eontribution irom the
Government of India.



