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•INTRODUOTION. 

TBB Census of the .Town ~nd Ishnd of :Bombay 'was taken as part .!Jf the 
CeDIUS of India on the night of the lOth March l91l. Although the condition 
of the City was not abnormal on that date, the.unfortonate circumstances under 
which the Census was taken in 1901 with a virulent epidemic of plague raging 
thiOugh the City preolude the drawing of comparisous between 1901 and 1911. 
Thia review of the C111181111 figures will therefore be confined generally to an 
exegesis on the statical and not ~he 'dynamicml aspect of the statistics. 

The 1lnal test shows tha~ the population of 'our City is 979,4415, ·just over 
208,000 more than in 1901, and 1,623 more . than the fio<PUreB . revealed by the 
Municipal Census taken in 1906 by the Health ,Department of the Muqicipality 
who required something more 'authentic . than the vitiated statistioe of the 
tmperial C~sna for ·the proper administration 'of :their department. This is the. 
first illstanoe ill India of a quinq..i"ennial census being taken, but it is unlikely 
that lt will be repeated, although a oensus everrfiveyears is recommended by 
the statisticians of Europe. 

The preliminary record was complete five days before the Census night, 
haviDg been prepared by Dr, J. A. Turner, the Exeo'utive Health Ollioer of the 
:MunioipalitJ, this being his second census. :Mr. P. P. V&gh had the direct 
supervision of the arrangements. It may not be out of place to mention that this 
was the third census, with the direction of which Mr. Vagh bad been· closely 
connected. .His experience on previous occasious conciuced in no small measure . 
to the smootbneBB with which all details were ca-rried out. . For the last. five 
days with ~he aid of Government servants, volunteers and scholastic institutiona 
the aohedules were oamfully obecked and everything was ready for the final 
oheok on the night of March lOth. In 1901, thanks . to the initiative of 
Mr. 'E. D, Talati, aohool-boys carefully trained into oeusus squads were utilized 
for the :B.rat tuna. There was a great extension of this on the present ooo!ISion 
and sixteen aohools took part in the final enumeration and the previous five 
days of checking. By this agency 97,962 persona, just over 11} per cent. of the 
popuhition, were enumerated. Tbe work was of oourae not equal, some of it waa 
muoh better done than the rest, but there is no doubt that a well-trained squad 
workillg under supervision is a most useful adjunct to the means available for 
enumeration. 

In addition to the schoola some nineteen mercantile firms, both European 
and Indian, lent the services of clerks for the final enumeration. In several 
other instances volunteers came forward and agreed to take complete charge of 
the enumeration of certain areas, providing their own atatf. 

Tbeillnovationof using a general aobedule, and fllling in the details by 
means of enumerators illatead of permitting the hou!Bholder tO fill in the entries 
himself, was made in 1901 with some dillidenoe, and ~rouble was anticipated in 

. some of the turbulent quarters of the City. Thanks, however, to the personal 
influence of Mr. Edwardes, there was no dillioulty. Since then there has been a 
Municipal Oonaua in .i906 and the M:naalm&n population are getting aooustomed 
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2 INTli.ODUo:rzoN. . 

to enumerations and no trouble Wa&antioipated. But to make aaauranoe doubly 
11ure Mr. Edwardes' kind olll.ce& were 'again enlistedt aud the oooperation of 
the heads of ~he J'a.mats obtained beforehand. 

The :Polioe took charge of the enumeration of the homeleaa. All railway 
arches, maidans a.nd alleys ware sea.rched and the sleepers marsha.Ued into gang,& 
and u.ken olf to :fixed enumeration sta.tions where their pa.rticula:la were . 
recorded and they were allowed to go away armed with a slip of paper to show 
that they bad been enumerated. · 

· 'The :lloating population was enumerated by the-sgenoy of tl'le Royal Indian 
Marine and Mr. 0. R. Watkins of the :Preventive Service. 

' . 

The abstl'llotion ana compilation work was clone in the :Pooua otlica. 

It is·impo88ible to sa.y yet what the cost. of this Census ol tb& Oi:ty will beop 
as the composition charges are not. Jet known,. but it is uot likely ~o uoaei. 
tho sum. set apart bJ th& Munioipality aud an equal 80Jitributiou. frOID the 
Government of India.. · 


