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PREFACE.

An extensive operation like the census entails, when undertaken in this country, an
amount of supervision and & minuteness of instruction that would be deemed superfluous
in the enameration of a European population. In the former not only does the whals task
of recording the required information fall upon the agency appointed to collect it instesd
of on the householder who is called upon to furnish is, but in the information itself there

,are certain features distinguishing it from that returned in the western community which

require to be provided for some time before the actual census, or the results collected are

" sure to be wrong.. Thus, though this Presidency is fortunate in the existence of an available

staff of enumerators attached to nearly every village, and conversant with all the residenta
thereof, the very number of these ageunts necessitates;a considerable amount of drilling and
supervision before they can be expected to follow the prescribed instructions with complete
uniformity. Whatever the degree of detail into which instructions of this special nature
attempt to enter, it is futile to hope that they can be framed so as to meet -every difficulty
that is likely to occur. The solution of such cases, the care that the true -purpose of a
rule is not distorted by an unintelligent or narrow verbel interpretation on the part of an
ill-educated enumerator, and the general ision for the carrying out of the operation
in & thorough and efficiont manner, are tasks which can only be accomplished through the
energy and attention of District officials in the position and with the intimate Jocal knowledge
of Collectors, their Assistants, and the Mimlatdérs. The success of an enumeration is pri~
marily due to their efforts, for without their cordial and active sympathy a general superin-
tending agency is helpless.- This gid has on the present occasion been universally given,
and it is to them, then, iu the first place, that those responsible for the census have
reason to be grateful. . Coo CL et

> The provision of forms in this country, where there is ordinarily no reason for the main-
tenance of the machinery requisite for the outturn of so large and variona a supply, is a matter
of great difficulty, but has been overcome by the exertions and excellent arrangements
mado at the Government Central Press by Mcr. Kingsmill, the Superintendent. Throughout
the operations of which these volumes contain the record, he has rendered every assistance,
both by valuable suggestions on matters tyﬂogmphiml, and by the tronble he has personally
taken in farthering the progress of the work through the press, when both his plant and
establishment were taxod to the ntmost by the demands made upon them for the heavy
statistical accompaniments fo this review. e Tl L : v

I have finally the pl;asnre of réeording my personal recognition of the help I Dave re-

A

. ceived in my own share of the . task from Me, J. M. Campbell, Editor of the Provincial

‘Gasetloer, who, with his Assistant, Réo Biheb Bhimbhai Kirpardm, has supplied me

with information regarding caste and other special questions not within the- range of ordi-
nary statistics.  Also from Profeesor Forrest of the Deccan College, who took the entire charga
of my duties whilst I was abserit for three months at a time when the whole of the returns
from the Feudatory States were either under revision,-or in the prees, and who bas also as-
sigted mo in matters within his own special branch of stady. The assistance rendered by
the Superintendents of the three Branch offices of abstraetion, Mesars. Plunkett, Virprasdd

" and the late Rio Bahddur Rangréo Bhn;ﬂx, was thronghout of the utmost value, as by their
y

‘personal exertions alone could a large of vutrained clerks be drilled into punctuality
and -&temsﬁc work. The task that fell to M. Plankett’s ehare, pamely the returns from
nine Collectorates, was s particularly bardensome one, as it entailed the employment of an
excessively large establishment, have lstly to mention Mr. Rimchandra Keshav
Biguitkar, whoss services were placed at my disposal from the Revenue and General

Departments of the Secretariat, who for two years has been my personal Assistant. - His

- continuous industry and intelligent appreciation of the special character of the work he had

to deal with deserve my warmest commendation and thanks. -.

J. A. BAINES
Poona, October 1882, Y



CORRECTIONS.

" Chapter I, page 2—Omit 46'55 oppo ite Uppor Sind h-ontm in Column 17 of the Oompmhvo Table.
e ,.ynges,pan. !-—Thetou munot123,8600qummﬂas,bub 124,123,

For the wea of Sind, in the same pmgnph read 48,014 for 47.969 unm
. miles {4s8 note om page 6), . ‘

-Chsptor 11, page 41, Eoohob. last Line byt oue—Insert “ga" before * nt has been.”
: Cbnpwt 11, pege 45, last para.—The fotal mumber of Hindus should be 12,806, 5o
e w pege 43— The numbewoll{ubammdanllbouldbesml 3L .
 w w PAGeS0. ., - Christisos ., - 138317, :
‘ © _(These alterations are necessitated by the rwiuon of the retuml for Bombuy City)

Cbnpter V!, page 107—In the second murgmal Inble read ‘Sweduh' for ‘Sweden im eolumn for
¢ probable language.” .

Cbapt.or IX, page 168—The last entq' in tht tabular mtement should be “ 8 04" uot “604™

a
1

@ 172—In the tabnlne statement the percentage of illilerats in the Panjdb should be "
9374, lnltel.dof 94'19,
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CHAPTERL

GENERAL DESCRIPTION.

The second general enumeration of the Presidency of Bombay was taken on the night
of the 17.h February, 1881, after the lapse of nine years since the preceding one.. I$
included the States in feudatory relationship to the Local Government as woll as the territory
snder direct administration. The present volume, however, contains the record of the
operations and results of the census of the latter portion only. '

The area in question extends from north latitade 13° 55° to 28° 32’, and from east
Limite, - _longitude 66° 43° to 76° 28”. It consists, however, of two divi.
sions entirely distinct from each other, except from the accident
of political connection. The Presidency proper ends ¢n the morth at latitnde 23° 37°, and
at longitude 71° 21’ towards the west. Sind, wkich is extra-tropical, does not extend om:
its eastern side bevond longitude 71° 15’ and is separated from the northern districts of
the other division by a tract bordering on the desert which lies between the Panjdb and
western Hindustdn. The aggregate area of the two is 123,860 square miles, but the
dimensions vary & good deal.  In what will be called in $his volume the Presidency Division
the line of greatest breadth is ecarcely more than two hundred miles long, and the extreme
length from morth to south is about 700 miles. -Tho area is only 76,108 square miles,
Sind, with an area of 47,752 sqnare miles, has a maximom length of about 350 miles, with »
breadth, at its widest, of abont 280. - L
. Gevzrar Desctrerion. - . ° T,
1t i3 not to be expected that the physical conditions of & range of country of this extent
should be all alike, or that differences in climate, and still more in the fertality of the soil, .
which ‘has been taken to be the primary factor of Indian civilization, should not have had .
their redcting influence on the oolonizing races. Without soms description, therefore, of ;
these varying conditions sad their locality, the comparison with one-another of the statistics
of the different anits into which the Tables have boen divided ' for administrative use, will
hardly be fully appreciated by one not acquainted with the country. 'In the parts where the
fertility is not concentrated in valleysor other epacial localities, but well distributed and
where the rainfall is steady and sufficient, there are to be found the most towns, nearcst
together, with the highest averaze population ; the villages, too, are-nearer, if not larger, the
house-room is more ample. Instead of crowding the ancestral home the practice of estab-
lishing separate dwellings for the younger branchea is apparent. If the facilities for com-
.munication are at hand, the movement of people into the disirict and of irade in home produce
out of it cau be traced. The classes of the population are more numerous.snd the send
is towards still farther sub-division within the main and recognised limita. In some suc{g
districts where the population is dense sud approaching a stationary stage, the inhabitants
seomn to be levelling up in regard to ocoupation, education aund similar social - qualifications,
whilst the gap between upper aod lower is, in the less favoured parts of the country, as wide
as ever. Differences will be seen, too, in the ages of the people, and in the case of most
classes, in the marriage relations also, - - C e s Lol e LT
Beginning, then, from the morth, Sind is the first Division thai has o0 be mentioned,
. P Here, the rainfall being iusignificant, the Indus is, except in the
) Delia and a fow uplands towards the dosert, the universal
fertiliser, aud the annaal inundation of that river alone renders the bulk of the land susce
tible of caltivation. The location of the agricaltural inhabitaats, accordingly, is greatly depend.
ent on the range of ihe influence of that occarrence, and' we fiad the villages scattered at
varying intervals over & comparatively small portion -of the entire area. ﬁeing a fronticr
province with & good sea-port, Sind has for a long time been the resart of traders from the
‘riorth and west. Ia the interior aro one or two large trade centres rapidly incressing undoer
the influence of the recently established lines of railway. The popalation is & mixed one, as the
indigenoas inhabitants have not had the energy to keep the development of their country in
their own hands, and is being to a large extent recruited from the neighbouring territorics.
The race, natare and customs of the people have bat little in common with those of the rest
of the country, and the provalent religion also is different. The extension of artificial ire
rigation in the rural districts, together with the growth of the sea-trade, with its accompany.
iug activity in the forwarding centres in the north, have tended to cause a consideralle
increase in the population of this country, with the prospect of still further progress.
A line drawn eastwardly from the southernmost poiat in Siud will pass a few miles
Guiardt. ~  above the northernmost imit of the Presideacy Division in that
‘ . direction.. The tract called Gujanif is here taken to include the
valleys of the Sdburmati and the Mahi, with the lower parts of the ecourse of the -
rivers Tapti and Narbada. Exceptin the east and north-east, the conutry is flat and the soil
geuerally of the description most sunitabls for nearly all the ordinary Indiau crops. From the
coast of the Gulf of Cambay towards the east, where the plain gives place to the forests at
the foot of the western Ghits and the low hills that form the beginuning of that range, the
cultivation gradually deteriorates, as it also does towards the north-east, in. the direction of
the Central Indian ranges. The division is traversed throngh ita whole length by a main
line of rail with eithar branches or feeder roadas so the chief outlying districts, snd it is to
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this advantage that a great deal of the prosperity of the country is dae. The density of the
population and the number of large towns and villages is greater than in the rest of the Pre-
sidency. The differentiation of class and occupations has taken place here to & greater ex-
tent than elsewhere in the west of India, owing partly, in the case of the former, to the con-
stant infusion of fresh blood following in the train of the invading races that have descended
from time to time from the north and west. The sub-division of occapations is the necessary
result of the long existence of many large towns and of a couple of citics that were respects
ively the political and the trading capital of the province for many years. In the population
of this tract there is a large aboriginal element which has suffered a curious variety of
destiny. In the more fertile districts it has retained possession of the soil and has the
reputation of being a steady, though inferior, agricaltaral class. In the north and east it holds
a lower position, and has retreated to the forest. In the sonth, while it is etill mainly agri-
cultaral, only a comparatively small portion is possessed of land and the rest is in a state of
quasi-preedial servitude on the estates of landholders of a higher grade. Nomad tribes are
comparatively few, probably on account of the absorption of pasture land into arable.

Towards the southern extremity of Gujarit the line of the Gh4t mountains approach-
" Konkan. ) es the coast, and restricts the area of cultivation to a narrow
' strip nowhere very far from the sea. Further south, again,
this strip widens and therange takes an eastward bend. With this exception, the country be-
tween the hills and the coast is a mass of low ranges, and cultivation is carried on in the
valleys between these, or else on the steep slopes of their sides. ~The rainfall increases
from the Gujarit average of about 37 inches to nearly & hundred, concentrated into
the space of four months, This enables the cultivator to grow a plentiful crop of rice and
the coarse grains that require & heavy and quick rain to bring them to maturity. The
northern part of the Konkan, as this tract is called, is well off for communication, as
three linos of railway paes through it. The sounth is almost without land traffic, but the
local ‘trade is well provided for in the numerons swmall harbours along the coast. The hills
here border on the sea, and leave but little room for cultivation. Beyond the first range,
however, there is often a stretch of arable land up to the foot of the Ghits themselves. As
" regards this tract it is scarcely inaccurnte to say that every acre of land that can be culti-
vated has been appropriated, and a surplas of population finds its way annually to the neigh-
bouring districts in search of work. In the South Konkan the forest tribes are almost
entirely absent, and the original inhabitants are probably those now engaged in fishing and
boating. In the north there is & good sprinkling of aboriginal blood, and the hilly country
is peopled by three or four tribes of the lowest type left in the Presidency. The whole of
the coast is fringed with!palm trees, the palinyra north of the Island of Bombay giving place
in the south to the cocoas. Both varieties are the means of livelihood to a large class of the
community, but by furnishing, also, a plentifal supply of an easily manufactured spirit, they
have given the district a bad name for intemperance and perhaps indirectly retarded its
advancement. As the staple food is a coarse rnice which yields a very -heavy crop, the na-
merical increase of the population is very marked, whilst the peculiarities of the chmate seem
to prevent the labouring classes from emigrating for work to any dryer and colder district.

The term Deecan is applied to the whole tract of table-land stretching from the Gh4t
range eastwards. Some further distinction is, however, neces-
sary. The country to the immediate south of the Sitpura Range,
along the T4pti valley, is at a lower elevation than the rest, and has its own peculiarities
of climate and population. At the foot of the hills the forest has not yet been fully in-
habited, and the aboriginal is found in possession. The large tract of good virgin s