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.INTRODUCTION. 

·T· · RE ~~-nsus of 1901, the sixth of a series whbh commenced in 1865 
. :The date of the was taken on the night of the 1st March. 

1 

·- - _ '- ~ ~ee:nsus. 

·_ T'he ·small province of Ajmer-Merwara consists of two districts, 
b . d . . each with a history of its own, whieh form an island 

fA.nef :b:crtptw~ .. in the heart of Rajputana. Ajmer is the lar<>er 
0 Jm~~-:. ~rw":"· · ·' district; it lies between north latit.ude 26' 411 0" ~nd 
:25' 41' o~· find east longitude 75' 27' O" and 74" 17' 0", and has an area 
or:· 2,069"8 square miles. The district is bounded on the north by 
Marwar, on the south by Mewar and Merwara, on the east by Jaipur 
and Kishangarh and on the west by Marwar. The Aravali Range which 
commences at the "ridge" ·at Delhi becomes prominent in the northern..,. 
corner of the district, and runs in a parallel succession of hills into Mer
wara. The range of hills wh}ch runs between Ajmer and N asii·abad marks..
the watershed of the continent of India. The rain which falls on one side 
drains into the Chambal, and so"jntb the Bay of Bengal; that which falls 
on the other side into the Looni, which discharges itself into the Run of 
"etttob · The greatel! ~ftheAjmer district is an open plain. The soil 
in parts is very sandy. · The rural population is almost entirely agricul
tural. There are no streams worthy of being called rivers. The district 
has three t~wns-Aj~er, _which ~as ?een considered a city for ce?sus pur
poses;-Nasrrabad, which IS a fair-sized cantonment, and Kekri, a small 
-town 49 miles from Ajmer. There is a small cantonment at Deoli, while 
Pushkar, 7 miles from Ajmar, partakes of a semi-urban character. 

The Merwara district is a- long, narrow, hilly strip of country, with a./ 
length of 70 miles an~ a breadth varying from 1 to 15 miles. The. par
gena of Be~war is ericlo;ied by a double range of hills, which approach 
each other near Jawaja,1.4 miles from Beawnr, and meet a little further 
on, from whence the1 run in a succession of hills and va.lleys through 
the district, finally_ meeting the Vindhya mountains near Mount Abu. 
Merwara lies between north latitude 2q" 111 O" and 25" 23' 30", and 
east.lo_ngit11djl n• 47~ 30" and 7 4" 30' 0", and has an area of 640·8 square 
mites. 'It is bounded on the no:th by Marwar and Ajmer, on the south 
·by· l.Iewar, ·on the east by AJmer and Mewar, and on the west by 
<Marwar. There is only one town, Beawar, the head-qunrters of the 
district. "The rural popUlation is principally agricultural. Cultivation can./ 
only be carried on in valleys and openings between the hills. The 
climate, as in Ajmer, is hot and dry; the rainfall very precarious. 

·.·"' :The adminl$tration of this tract is vested in the Hon'ble the Agent 
,to the Governor-General for Rajputana, who is ex-officio Chief Com
m'issioner of. Ajmer-Merwara. The controlling authority is the Com
,mi~on~r, with the powers of a Sessions Judge, who has his head-quar
'ters at Ajmer, and under whose direct management are placed the Jail, 
Education, Registration and P~liee. . 

·The ~ensus operations commenced, it may be said, with the appoint
~ · : . . · · · ment of a Census Superintendent for Ajmer-Merwara 
. A brief retro~p•ct in January 1900. Mr. Kemball, Assistant Super-

of tbe operatiOns. · d t T. h • d 0 k · R · ta A . . · wten en aui an a a1ty, &Jpu na gency, was 
first appointed in a letter No.4, ~ted the 16th January 1900, from the 

*Baled principally od that in the AjmCr-Merwara. Settlement Report, 1876. 
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XVI, INTRODUCTION; 

'.•. . . -
Deputy Se~retary to the Government oflndia, Home J?epa~t~~~nt,_to 'tpe 
Hou'ble the Ao-ent to the Governor-General for RaJputana .and_ Chief 
Commis&ioncr, Ajmer-Merwara. He carried on the work ctill the Hth 
May 1900, when it was taken over by the '!riter of this- Report, _' ~ules 
were issued chapter by chapter fi)r the gu•dance of the censu:;~ agency, 
and followed the arrangement. of the chapters in the Imperial Code_ of 
Census Procedure, l_901. Dates were prescribed for the completion of 
the various operations leading up to the final enumeration, and though 
the severe outbreak of malarial fever, which followed the famine r.>f 1899-
1900, delayed the completion of the house numbering, and at one time 
threatened to seriously affect the instruction of the census fltaff and the 
preliminary enumeration, the various ste_ps were completed in good time, 
and the final record is described by the Assistant Commissioners as accurate _ 
and satisfactory. They also record their opinions that the rules prescrib
ed served their purpose weU, and the dates fixed' for the various. opera~ 
tions were suitable. The prorisional totals were reported by telegram to 
the Census Commissioner for India on the 6th March-1901. .Rai Baha
dur Pandit Bhag Ram, Judicial Assistant Commissioner, Ajmer, since _re, 
tired, was in charge of those for the Ajmer district, and Munshi Harnam ' 
Dass, Extra. Assistant Commissioner, 2nd grade, Ajmer; in charge of those 
for Merw~ora. The totals were made up with a considerable degree of 
accuracy. The Ajmer provisional total was 3;66,800, against a. corrected 
total of 3,67,453, the Merwa~;a figuras being 1,09,530 and 1,09,459 res- , 
pectively, which gives a differenceph--18 per cent. for Ajmer and -: ·06 
per cent. for Merwara. The schemes fo.c.J.ha,.~p.iration and :,~~~~'Lin 
of the provisional totals Wllrk~ _y_~ry _w.,Jl, and my ackuuwled., "are -
due to the district officers for the time and trouble they bestowed in pre par- · 
iug those schemes, and to the officers in charge of the pro:;isional· totals · 
for the careful way in which they conducted their ...,.ork.._ . . , ~ :-< ~. _ .. 

\The present census .differs from the previoua ones, inasmuch' as the . 
The abstra.ctioo ta- abstraction, tabulation and compilation were carried 

bulation and compila- out at Cawnpore, under the supervision. of the Census 
tion of the figures. Superintendent, U niced Provinces.of Agrn aud Oudh_. 
This was done in accordance with a suggestion from the Census .Commis-,-. 
siolier for India. I am not, therefore, in a. position to give a "brief'popula_r :· 
account of the slip system." The abstraction, tabulation and compilation' _ 
ofthe United Provinces of Agraand Oudhand theAjmer-Merwarafigures-. 
were, I understand, carried out on exactly the same lines. A numbel"-Of: ,. 
the Tables had to be sent back to the abstraction office for revision, ·which·. 
caused delay. The first finally corrected Table (Imperial Table VI) was re·" i· 
ceived from Cawnpore on the 12th July 1901, and the last (Imperial Table~'( 
XV and XV-A) on the 13th February 1902.' There at'eno recordstQsho'iY 
how long it took to compile the 1891 figures, and in the abse1,1ce-'t>f- data
to enable me to form an opinion, no reliable comparison_ between'--tbe 
rapidity of the work done then and that done now is· possible. · The da~e 
on the 1891 Census Report is "1893," and if this is to be taken as an indica~. 
tion, the w.ork in 1901 .appears to ·have been '!ery.- much 'more. rapidly 
done than m 1891. I would here record my obligations to Mr. Burn:, 'thee 
Census Superintendent, United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, for the tiuu! 
and trouble he bestowed on t\le preparation of the Ajmer-Merwara Ta\>fes. 

The cost of the 1891 censws was Rs. 5,758-15-l, excluding the cost of 1: 
The cost of the the Rsport. The final figures for the 1901 census-;_· 

• census. have not been made lip yet, . but a fairly accurate ' 
estimate of the cost can he made. For purposes of comparison with 189l, 
the cost of printing this Report has not been taken into consideration. 
Th? expenditure during the financial year 1900-01 was Rs. 4,038-13-4,.of( 
wh1ch Rs. 1,749-10·9 Wore paid from Municipl!.l and other funds. During. 
1.901-02 the ac~ul!.l expenditure up to the time of writing this IntroducJ. · 
twn was Rs. 1,203-6-10. The actual cost of the census up to date there
fore comes to Rs. 5,242-4-2, of which Rs. 3,49!!-9-5 have been defrayed 

. I 
I 
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· . fro~ Imperial and the palA.nce from Municipal and such funds. To this 
- :expenditure should l;>e 111dded :- · . 
· •,,-· I.: The esti~ated expenditure for abstraction, tabulation and com· 

__ · .> 

· · · . _. · pilation, which comes to Rs. 2,194, and Rs. 310 for es-
ta!>lishmimt and contingent charges till the close of census 

·• work. . . , 
.,.'he bonps to the Census Superintendent, which was Rs. 1,000 

··in .. i 891,' and has been fixed at the same figure again. 
-: ·. 1J:his ·brings the .1891 figures up to Rs. 6,758-15-1, 

nnd the 1901 figures up t<J .Rs. 8,74G-4-2, which gives 
. •Rs. 12-l'-4 per thousand in 1891 against Rs. 18-5-5 
'.pe~ thousand .at the present census. Enumeration and 
. - superintendence show an increase in the expenditure as 
. coin pared with 1891, while abstraction and compilation 
show a decrease. The office establishment and printing 
charges have been heavier at this census than in 1891. 

... The attitudeof ij;he people was satisfactory, Only two prosecutions 
1'he attitude of the were instituted under the Census Act, one in the 

people.· . Ajmer city and one in Beawar. In each place an 
--·enumerator was dealt with and convicted. There were no popular rum
. ours in connection with the {)ensus. The people are accustoll)ed to a pe
_riodical enumeration, and they look upon it as the_ hukam of the Sirkar, 
which has to be obeyed. In the course of my rounds through the Ajmer 
city on \the census night, I saw many persons sit~ing up with lamps alight 
waiting Jpatiently for the enumerator to come round. In villages, while 
testing the preliminary :enumeration, I found a spirit of willingness to co-

' . operate with the ~ensus staff. I never heard a grumble or any feeling of 
suspiQiou mentioned in cc;muection with the census, and was altogether 
struck by the satisfactory attitude of the populace. 
· : The preparation of this Report has necessitated references on various 

· 'c· 1 . points to several gentlemen, European and Native, 
. ouc us!on. lfi . I d ffi ·a~ F th ·u· h I d · ·o cm a.n non-o c1 . or e WI mg e p accor -

ed to me whenever it was required, my grateful acknowledgments are due 
to all. I w<Juld recqrd my special obligations to Mr. Tucker, c. I.E., I.c.s., 
the Commissioner of the Division, for his kind help throughout the 
census operations and a.lso to Rao Bahadur Govind Ramchandra .l, .. Khandekar, Judicial Assistant Comlnissioner, Ajmer, whose aid was at 

. , ;times invalul)ble, specially in connection with the preparation of the List 
; r .. ',of .Social ;precedence of Hindus. 

The. 20th February 1902 . 

. 
' 

R. C. B;RAMLEY, 
District Superintendent of Police 

and 
Superintendent of Census Ope1·atwns, 

.A.jmer-Mer~~ara. 

' ' ' 


