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To
My Fellow Subfects of the
~ Britisb Empire



Preface

Y way of introduction to my work, I wish, dear reader,

to say only this short word : “I am no book-writer.”

But I felt that the story of this struggle, in which a small

people fought for liberty and right, is justly said, through-

out the civilized world, to be unknown, and that it was my

duty to record my personal experiences in this war, for the

present and for the future generations, not only for the
Afrikander people, but for the whole world.

Not only did I consider this my duty, but I was encour-
aged to write by the urgings of prominent men among my
people, of men of various nationalities, and even of several
British officers. ’

Well, dear reader, I hope that you will not feel disap-
pointed in reading these experiences, as it is not in me, as
is perhaps sometimes the case with historical authors, to
conjure up thrilling pictures, imaginary things, and put
them together merely to make up a book or to make a name
for themselves. Be that far from me! In publishing
my book (although it is written in simple style) I had
one object only, viz. to give to the world a story which,
although it does not contain the whole of the truth as re-
gards this wondrous war, yet contains nothing but the
truth. o

The original has been written by me in Dutch, and I can
therefore not be’ answerable for its translation into other

——- v ‘



Appendix A

REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE GENERAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES HELD AT VEREENIGING, IN THE
SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLIG,;,ON THE 1518 OF MAY,
190z, AND THE FOLLOWING DAYS.

- The first meeting of the representatives of the two Govern-
ments took place at 11.30 a.m. on May 15th.

There were present :—

For the South African Republic—His Honour the President,
S. W. Burger; I. W. Reitz; Commandant:General L. Botha;
Messrs. J. B. Krogh; L. J. Meijer- L..J. Jacobs; and His Honour
the Staatsprocureur.

For the Orange Free State—States—Presndent M. J, Steyn;
Judge, J. B. M. Hertzog ; Secretary of State, W. J. B. Brebner ;
Commander-in-Chief, C. R. de Wet ; .and Mr. C. H. Olivier.

The first matter discussed was the formula for the oath which
the delegates were to take, and it was decided that it should run
as follows :— ' "

“ We, the undersigned, duly swear that we, as special national
representatives, will remain true to our people, country, and
Government, and that we will serve them to the best of our
ability, and fulfil our duties faithfully and with all necessary
secrecy, as is the duty of all faithful burghers and representatives
of the nation. So help us God.”

The question now arose as to whether the representatives had
the right to decide, if circumstances rendered it necessary, upon
any matter touchmg the mdependence of the country, irrespective
of the powers given to the various delegates, for at some of the
meetings the delegates had only received limited powers, whilst
at others full authority had been given them to act according.
to their own judgment.
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THREE YEARS WAR

After considerable discussion it was decided to lay the matter
before the delegates themselves.

The following representatives were called into the tent, and
took the oath :—

For the South African Republic.

. H. A. Alberts, Vechtgeneraal ; for Heidelberg.

. J. ]J. Alberts, Commandant ; for Standerton and Wakker-
stroom.

. J. F. de Beer, Commandant ; for Bloemhof.

. C. F, Beijers, Assistant-Commandant-General; for Water-
berg,

. C. Birkenstock, burgher ; for Vrijheid.

. H. J. Bosman, magistrate; for Wakkerstroom.

. Christiaan Botha, Assistant-Commandant - General; for
Swaziland and the States Artillery.

. B. H. Breijtenbach, Veldtcornet; for Utrecht.

. C. J. Brits, Vechtgeneraal ; for Standerton.

10. J. B. Cilluos, Vechtgeneraal ; for Lichtenburg,

11. J. de Clercq, burgher; for Middelburg.

12. T. A. Donges, Veldtcornet ; for Dorp Middelburg in Regeer-

ingswacht.

13. H. S. Grobler, Commandant ; for Bethal.

14. J. L. Grobler, burgher ; for Carolina.

15. J. N. H. Grobler, Vechtgeneraal ; for Ermelo.

16. B. J. van Heerden, Veldtcornet ; for Rustenburg.

17. J. F. Jordaan, Commandant ; for Vrijheid.

18. J. Kemp, Vechtgeneraal ; for Krugersdorp.

1g. P. J. Liebenberg, Vechtgeneraal; for Potchefstroom.

20. C. H. Muller, Vechtgeneraal ; for Boksburg.

21. J. F. Naude, burgher; for Pretoria, late Commandant with

General Kemp.
22. D. ]J. E. Opperman, Veldtcornet; for Pretoria.

N H

o NN o & W

O

23. B. J. Roos, Veldtcornet ; for Piet Retief,

24. P. D. Roux, Veldtcornet ; for Marico.

25. D. J. Schoeman, Commandant ; for Lijdenburg.
26. T. C. Stoffberg, Landdrost ; for Zoutpansberg.

27. S. P. du Toit, Vechtgeneraal ; for Wolmaransstad.
28. P. L. Uijs, Commandant ; for Pretoria.

29. P. R. Viljoen, burgher; for Heidelberg.

30. W. J. Viljoen, Commandant ; for Witwatersrand.
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" For the Orange Free State.

. C. C. F. Badenhorst, Vice-Commandant-in-Chief; for

Boshof, Hoopstad, West Bloemfontein, Winburg, and
Kroonstad.

A. J. Bester, Commandant ; for Bethlehem.

A. J. Bester, Commandant ; for Bloemfontein.

L. P. H, Botha, Commandant ; for Harrismith.

G. A. Brand, Vice-Commandant-in-Chief; for Bethulie,
Rouxville, Caledon River, and Wepener in the eastern
part of Bloemfontein.

. H. J. Brouwer, Commandant ; for Bethlehem.

D. H. van Coller, Commandant ; for Heilbron.

. F. R. Cronje, Commandant ; for Winburg.
. D. F. H. Flemming, Commandant ; for Hoopstad.

C. C. Froneman, Vice-Commandant-in-Chief; for Winburg
and Ladybrand.

. F. J. W. J. Hattingh, Vice-Commandant-in—Chief; for the

eastern part of Kroonstad, in the district of Heilbron.
. A. M. Hertzog, Commandant ; for Philippolis.

. N. Jacobs, Commandant ; for ‘Boshof.

. P. Jacobsz, Comma.ndant for Harrismith.

J. de Kock, Commandant ; for Vrede.

. J. Koen, Commandant ; for Ladybrand.

. J. Kritzinger, Veldtcornet for Kroonstad.

. E. Mentz, Commandant ; for Heilbron.

. A. P. van der Merwe, Oommandant for Heilbron.

. A. van Niekerk, Commandant ; for Kroonstad

. van Niekerk, Commandant.

. J. van Niekerk, Commandant ; for Fricksburg.

. K. Nieuwoudt, Vlce-Oommandant-m-Chlef for Faure-
smith, Philippolis, and Jacobsdal.

. P. J. Pretorius, Commandant ; for Jacobsdal.

in Ficksburg.
. Rautenbach, Commandant ; for Bethlehem.
. J. Rheeder, Commandant ; for Rouxville.

H

. A. M. Prinsloo, Vice-Commandant-in-Chief ; for Bethlehem
L
F

: A Ross, Commandant ; for Vrede:
. P. W. de Vos, Commandant ; for Kroonstad.
. W. J. Wessels, Vice-Commandant-in-Chief ; for Harrismith

and Vrede.
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THREE YEARS WAR

The meeting now proceeded to choose a chairman, and the
following were proposed :—J. de Clercq, C. F. Beijers, C. C.
Froneman, W. J. Wessels, and G. A. Brand. .

The choice of the meeting fell on General C. F. Beijers, who
called upon the Rev. Mr. Kestell to offer prayer.

His Honour, S. W. Burger, now declared that the meeting was
formally opened, and after the Chairman had spoken a few words,
the representatives adjourned until three o’clock.

When they reassembled, the Chairman requested President
Burger to explam the objects for which the meeting had been
called.

Then the President spoke a few words of welcome to all ; he
expressed his sorrow for the absence of some who would certainly
have been present had they not given their lives for their country.
But still there were many left to represent the two Republics.

‘ The difficulties which confront us,” continued the President,
“ are like a great mountain, at the foot of which we have just
arrived. Everything now depends on us who are assembled
together here. It is impossible to deny that the state of affairs
is very serious, and that the future looms dark before us. Our
position requires the ‘most careful consideration, and as there
are sure to be differences of opinion, it will be necessary for us
to bear with one another, and yet, at the same time, to speak
our minds freely.”

The President proceeded to refer to the correspondence which
had taken place between Holland and England. A copy of this
correspondence had been sent, through Lord Kitchener, to the
Governments of the two Republics. The opinion of the Trans-
vaal Government (which was the first to receive the correspon-
dence) was that advantage should be taken of this opportunity.
It was proposed to ask Lord Kitchener to allow the Transvaal
Government to meet that of the Orange Free State, so that they
might discuss the desirability of making a. peace proposal to
England. The two Governments had accordingly met, and had
corresponded with Lord Kitchener and Lord Milner. As a
result of this, a letter, with the above correspondence annexed,
had been sent to the various commandos.

“We felt,” continued President Burger, * that we had no
power to surrender our independence, and that we were only
justified in making such terms of peace as would not endanger
our national existence, Whether it is or is not our duty to
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surrender our independence is a question that must be left to
the decision of our people. And it is to represent the people
that you are here. It is from your lips, then, that our Govern-
ments must learn the opinions of the two nations: It is clear
enough that the English Government bas no idea of allowing*us
to remain independent—it expresses surprise that we even dare
to speak of such a thing.

* You have now to report upon the condition of the country,
and upon the circumstances in which your wives and children
are placed. You have also to decide whether you are willing to
make any further sacrifices. We have lost so much already that
it would be hard, indeed, to lose our independence as well. But,
although this matter is so near to our hearts, we must still listen
to the voice of reason. The practical question, then, which we
have to ask ourselves is, whether we are prepared to watch our
people being gradually exterminated before our Ir eyes, or whether
we should not rather seek a remedy.

“ The Government can do nothing without the support of the
nation. You, therefore, must determine our best course. . For
instance, if you come to the conclusion that we have exhausted
every expedient, will you still continue the struggle ? Are we
not to desist until every man of us is in captivity, in exile, or
in his grave ? Again let me urge you to speak freely, and yet
with consideration for the feelings of others. For myself, I'can.
truly say that my spirit.is not yet broken; but I would hear
from you what the feeling of the people is.

“ At this point, however, a difficulty arises. -Some of you,
having only received limited powers from your constituencies,
appear to think that you would not be justified in exceeding your
mandates, while others have been authorized to act as circum-
stances may seem to require. But I do not think that this
difficulty should be insurmountable. At least I beg of you not
to allow it to cause any dissension among you. Let us all be
of one mind. If we are united, then will the nation be united
also; but if we are divided, in whata phghthll the nation find
itself 1 7

A letter was then read from the deputation in Europe, which
had been written five months previously, and which had been
brought through the English lines in safety. It contained little
more than an assurance that our cause occupied a better position
in Europe than it had ever done before.
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The Chairman then asked Commandant L. Botha to address
the meeting.

Complying with this request, the Commandant said that he
wished to be assured, before anything further was done, that the
fact that some of the representatives had been entrusted with
limited powers, whereas others had been given a free hand, was
not going to prove to be an insurmountable obstacle to united
action on their part.

To this Judge Hertzog replied that it was a principle in law
that a delegate is not to be regarded as a mere agent or mouth-
piece of his constituents, but, on the contrary (when dealing
with public affairs), as a plenipotentiary—with the right, what-
ever his brief might be, of acting to the best of his judgment.

States-Procureur Smuts concurred in this opinion, which ap-
peared to satisfy both the Commandant-General and also all the
other representatives, for no further allusion was made to the
subject by anybody.

Commandant-General Botha now made his report:

In the districts of Vrijheid and Utrecht, he stated, the store
of maize was so small that it could not last for more than a short
time ; but there was still a great number of slaughter-cattle. In
the districts of Wakkerstroom there was hardly sufficient grain
for one month’s consumption. Two other districts had still a
large enough number of slaughter-cattle—enough, in fact, to last
for two or three months. In Ermelo, to the west and north-west
of the blockhouses, and in Bethal, Standerton, and Middelburg,
there was grain for one month. But the Heidelburg and Pretoria
commandos had now, for the first time, no corn remaining for
food. In the neighbourhood of Boksburg the only grain left
was the old maize of the previous year, whilst there were no
cattle at all in the district. When he had visited Boksburg he
had found that the commandos had had no meat for three days.
In the country between Vereeniging and Ermelo there were only
thirty-six goats, and no cattle whatsoever. In the Wakker-
strecom district, however, there were still a few slaughter-cattle.
The horses were everywhere worn out and exhausted. They
had been so constantly kept on the move, owing to the enemy’s
increasing attacks, they could now only cover the shortest
distances.

The Kaffir question was becoming from day to day more
serious. At Vrijheid; for instance, there was a Kaffir commando
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which had already made several attacks upon the burghers.
This attitude of the Kaffir population was producing a very dis-
piriting effect upon the burghers,

The women were in a most pitiable state, now that the lines
of blockhouses had been extended in all directions over the
country. Sometimes the commandos had to break through the
lines and leave the women behind alone ; ‘and when the burghers
later on returned they would perhaps find that the women -had
been driven from their houses, and, in some instances, treated
with atrocious cruelty.

Referring to the numbers in the field, he said that there were,
in the whole of the Transvaal, ten thousand eight hundred and
sixteen men, and that three thousand two hundred and ninety-
six of them had no horses. The enemy during the summer had
taken many of the burghers prisoner ; and since June, 1gorx, the
commandos had diminished to the extent of six thousand and
eighty-four men. The burghers thus lost to them had either
been killed, or taken prisoner, or had surrendered their arms.

The number of households was two thousand six hundred and
forty. )

The Commandant-General concluded by saying that the three
greatest difficulties with which they were confronted were their
horses, their food supply, and the miserable condition of their
women and children.

Commander-in-Chief de Wet then spoke. He said he would
leave it to the delegates who were officers to make reports. They
had come from far and near, and knew exactly what the condition
of things was. He, however, could state that the number of
burghers in the Orange Free State was six thousand one hundred
and twenty, of whom about four hundred were not available for
service. The Basutos, he found, were more favourably inclined
to the Boer cause than ever before.

“ General De la Rey,” continued General de Wet, ““like myself,
does not quite know what task he has to perform here, but he
thinks with me that the duty of making reports belongs to the
delegates. However, he feels bound to state that in his divisions
there is a great scarcity of everything. But precisely the same
state of affairs existed there a year ago. And when his burghers
were at that time without food—well, he wept and got it for
them.” (Cheers.)

General Beijers (Waterberg) then addressed the delegates,
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telling them that he would not detain them long: In Zoutpans-
berg, he stated, they had still a plentiful supply of food, for they
were able to buy from the Kaffirs. At Waterberg the Kaffirs
were neutral, but at Zoutpansberg they were getting out of hand.
Yet, since no co-operation existed amongst them, they were not
to be feared, and any uprising could easily be quelled.

Besides this trouble, they had many difficulties to face, which
were produced by horse-sickness and fever.

As to the question of grain, there was food enough for the
whole of the Transvaal and the Orange Free State. But now
the English were beginning to buy up the maize at £1 a sack.

General Muller (Boksburg) reported that in his division the
burghers had never suffered from huiger. He could still hold
out for a few months more, as food could be obtained from the
Kaffirs. There was, it could not be denied, a tendency to mutiny
amongst the Kaffirs, but he did not think that this need cause
any anxiety. He believed that he would be able to carry on
operations until the end of the winter.

General Froneman (Ladybrand) said that the condition of his
divisions, namely Winburg and Ladybrand, gave no cause for
uneasiness. There were still eighty families in the districts, but
they were able to provide for all their necessities. The Kaffirs
were peaceable and well disposed, and were of great service to
the burghers, for whom they bought clothing in Basutoland.
It was possible for the burghers, he considered, to hold out for
more than a year.

General Hattingh (Kroonstad) declared that in one part of
the Kroonstad district there were still plenty of sheep and cattle,
and that seed had been sown for next year’s harvest. - But
another part of the district was entirely exhausted, and had to
obtain its supplies from Bethlehem,

General Badenhorst (Boshof) stated that he could report on
the Boshof district and the parts of the Winburg and Bloemfon-
tein districts to the west of the railway. There were enough
cattle to last his commandos for years, even if they had no other
food at all. Recently he had captured fifteen hundred head of
cattle, and he was in a position to give assistance to other districts.
Grain, however, was not so plentiful as it had been the previous
year, but nevertheless there was still a large enough supply to
permit him to send help to others.

General Nieuwoudt (Fauresmith) reported that his district was
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entirely devastated, and that for the last seven monthskherdPlady
been a dearth of all provisions; nevertheless, his burg] d
contrived to live. There was, moreover, enough corn left to las
them for another year. There were now only three women in
the whole of his district.

General Prinsloo (Bethlehem) declared that he would be
telling a falsehood if he were to say that there was no food in
his district. He possessed slaughter-cattle and corn, and could
help other districts. One of his commandants had recently
found a store of maize {consisting of one hundred and thirty
sacks) buried in the ground. The enemy had made many in-
roads into his district, and especially during the last few months.
The blockhouses were a source of constant annoyance to him.

General Brand (Bethulie) reported upon the south-western
part of the Orange Free State, where he commanded. There
were some parts of his division, he said, which had been entirely
laid waste. Everything had been carried off ; there was not a
sheep left ; and the burghers had been without meat for days.
But he was able to capture booty, and could still hold out for a
year.

General Wessels (Harrismith) drew attention to the constant
passage of large Kaffir families through the districts of Harrismith
and Vrede. He could tell the delegates that the Kaffirs had been
quite astonished that there were still cattle and sheep and sup-
plies of grain in the districts. He had not yet come to the end
of his provisions ; but, even if everything were taken, he saw a
chance of obtaining food from elsewhere. i

Commandant C. A. van Niekerk (Kroonstad) declared that if
there was one part of the country which was entirely exhausted
it was the part where he was in command, namely Hoopstad and
a portion of Kroonstad. But yet, during the last twelve months,
they had been able to obtain food, and even to sow for the en-
suing year. There were no cattle in his district; but he had
taken a thousand sheep and fifty-two cattle from the English.

Commandant van der Merwe (Heilbron) spoke to the same
effect. . »

General Smuts was the next to address the meeting. He
began by saying that his expedition into Cape Colony had been
the outcome of the advice which the deputation had given in’
July, 1901, namely to continue the war. That ke had been in
command of it had come about in the following way. News had
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en received in the Transvaal that affairs in Cape Colony were
king a favourable turn, and accordingly General De la Rey had
received orders to go thither, and to take over the command
there. But afterwards it was thought wiser to annul these
orders, because De la Rey could not well be spared from the
western parts of the Transvaal. Owing to this, he (General
Smuts) took the task upon his own shoulders, and crossed the
Orange River with two hundred men. He had had a difficult
task to accomplish. He bad marched through Cape Colony to
Grahamstad, and from thence he had pushed on towards the
coast, through Graaff Reinet. Thence he had proceeded to the
neighbourhood where he was now carrying on operations.

He had visited every commando, and as he had seen that there
were signs of disorder amongst them he had taken them all
under his own command. In this way he had found himself at the
head of some fifteen hundred men. During his expeditions
Commandant Lotter had been captured with 2 hundred men ;
this had reduced his force to only fourteen hundred. Baut since
then the number had nearly doubled, so that they now had two
thousand six hundred men (divided into twenty commandos)
under arms in Cape Colony. In addition to these men there was

. adivision under General de Villiers operating in Griqualand West,
and another under Commandant van der Merwe in Bechuana-
land. The total numbers of these two divisions amounted to
about seven hundred men.

Passing on to the question whether help was to be expected
from Cape Colony, General Smuts declared that there would be
no general rising. The reports which represented such a rising
as possible had exaggerated matters. There were great diffi-
culties in the way of a general rising. First, there was the
question of horses—and in Cape Colony ‘the want of horses was
as great, if not greater, than in the Republics. Secondly, it was
exceedingly difficult for Colonials to rise, for they knew that
not only would they have to be voefgangers,! but also that if they
ware captured they would be very severely punished by the
English. The scarcity of grass was also greatly against any
such attempt. The horses had to be fed, and, as the enemy had
forbidden any sowing, it was almost impossible to find food for
them. A counter proclamation had indeed been issued by the
Republics, but it had been of no avail.

* Infantry.
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He was of opinion that the small commandos which had already
been in Cape Colony had done the best'they could. The question
that now arose was whether the whole of their forces ought to
be sent from' the Republics into Cape Colony. He himself
thought that thefe was an opening for them, but the difficulty
was fo find a method of getting them there. The existence of
this difficulty, and the facts which he had brought before the
delegates, had forced him to the conclusion that a general rising
in Cape Colony was an impossibility:

As to the continuation of the war and matters of that nature,
they must naturally be settled by the Republics, and not by
Cape Colony.

The meeting was then adjourned until eight o’clock in the
evening.

Upon its reassembling, Commandant Uijs (Pretoria, North)
said that in that part of the district of Pretoria which lay to the
north of the Delagoa Bay Railway there werestill cattle enough
to last for a considerable time, but that the store of grain would
be exhausted within a fortnight. The number of horses also
was insufficient. The district could muster one hundred and
fifty-three mounted men and one hundred and twenty-eight
voetgangers. In the division of Onderwijk, Middelburg, there
were twenty-six mounted men and thirty-eight voefgangers.

Commandant Grobler (Bethal) stated that in his district they
had not been left undisturbed during the summer. Only a short
time previously he had lost sixty-three men in an engagement,
where he had been besieged in a kraal, out of which he, with one
hundred and fifty-three burghers, had managed to escape.
Bethal had been laid waste from one end to the other, and he
had no provisions for his commandos. He had on his hands
three hundred women and children; these were in a serious
position, owing to the lack of food ; some of the women had also
been assaulted by Kaffirs.

General Christiaan Botha (Swaziland) then reported on the
condition of the Swaziland commando. They had no provisions
in band, and were simply living by favour of the Kaffirs. They
had no women there. His commando of one hundred and
thirteen men was still at Piet Retief. As there was no grain to
be had, they were compelled to go from kraal to kraal and buy
food from the Kaffirs,-and this required money. Yet somehow
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or othér they had managed to keep soul and body together.
‘1 have fought for the Transvaal,” he concluded, “ for two and
a half years, and now, since I hear that there is food in the Free
State, I shall fight for the Free State for two and a half years
more.” )

General Brits (Standerton) said that he had still provisions for
two months, but no cattle. He had sixty-five families with him,
and found it very difficult to provide them with the necessaries
of life. Altogether, things were in a most critical state.

Mr. Birkenstock (Vrijheid) spoke as follows :

“T shall go deeper into some of the points which the Com-
mandant-General has brought forward in his general report of
the matter. At Vrijheid we have been harassed by large forces
of the enemy for six or eight months, and the district is now
completely devastated. The presence of women and children
causes great difficulty, for of late the English have refused to
receive the families which, compelled by absolute famine, wished
to take refuge with them. There is also continual danger from
the Kaffirs, whose attitude towards us is becoming positively
hostile. Both horses and grain are scarce; but as far as the
latter is concerned there will be sufficient, provided that the
enemy .does not return. One morning recently a Kaffir com-
mando, shortly before daybreak, attacked a party of our men,
who lost fifty-six killed out of a total of seventy. That peace
must be made at all costs is the opinion of all the families in my
district, and I feel it my duty to bring this opinion before you.”

Commandant Alberts (Pretoria and Middelburg) said that his
burghers had had no rest for a year, and that during that period
no ploughing or sowing had been done in the district. Conse-
quently a commando would not be able to find the means of
subsistence there. On three occasions he had been forced to
take refuge in a kraal, but fortunately had always been able to
make his escape. They had no cattle which they could use for
food, although he had received some, through Commandant
Roos, from the Free State. Their horses were in the worst
possible condition. :

Landdrost Bosman (Wakkerstroom) then gave an account of
the condition of affairs in his district. They were dependent for
everything, except meat, upon the Kaffirs, giving them meat in
exchange. This year there had been a very poor crop of mealies,
and, such as it was, it bad been much damaged by the enemy.

412



APPENDIX A

Still the burghers might manage, with what mealies they had, to
last out for another two months; but the women and children
also needed to be provided for. The cattle were beginning to
run short, and the few horses thut they had were so weak that
they would require a fortnight’s rest before they could be used.
It might become necessary for the commandos to leave the dis-
trict, and if so, what was to become of the families ?

Mr. de Clercq (Middelburg) regretted that he was unable to
give as cheery a report as some of the gentlemen present had
done. The part of Middelburg which he represented was in an
almost hopeless condition. There were no slaughter-cattle, and
only enough grain to last for a very short time. OQOut of five
hundred horses only one hundred now remained, and these could
do no work, being too weak even to get away when it became
necessary to retreat from the enemy. The state of the burghers
was very discouraging ; if they should be compelled %o leave the
district the question would arise whether, considering the con-
dition of their horses, it would be possible for them to re . their
new destination. There were fifty families in Middelburg, and
things were going very badly with them. The district would
have to be abandoned, and what would then be the fate of the
families, which even now could only be scantily provided for ?
The women had wished to go on foot to the English; but he had
advised them to wait until the results of the present negotiations
should become known.

Commandant David Schoeman (Lijdenburg) said that although
but a short time ago there had been eight hundred head of cattle
in his district, they had now all been carried off. Grain there
was none. Should fighting be continued, he was at a loss to
know how he could provide for the women.

Commandant Opperman (Pretoria, South). reported on that
part of the Pretoria district which lies south of the line. What
he said agreed substantially with the report of Commandant
Alberts. (See page 412.)

Commandant Liebenberg (Potchefstroom) stated that during -
the Jast eight or nine months blockhouses had been erected in his
district. All that was now left to him was a strip of country
about twelve miles long ; here he could still exist. A good deal
of seed had been sown, but the crops had of late. fallen into the
bands of the English. The grain was altogether spoilt; some
of it had been burnt, the rest trodden down by the horses. There
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were ninety-three households in his district. Between Lichten-
burg and Potchefstroom there were some women from the Orange
Frce State who were reduced to the most dire strajts. They had
told him that if things did not improve they intended to go on
foot to Klerksdorp, and he had replied that they must wait for
the result of the negotiations. @ He had still four hundred
mounted men, in addition to one hundred voetgangers. He
could hold out for a short time longer, and then would have to
look for some way out of his difficulties.

General du Toit (Wolmaransstad) said that there were five
hundred families in his district, but little enough for them to live
on. Though his horses were weak, he would be able to save
himself by strategy if he should get into a tight corner. His
commandos were small—only four hundred and fifty mounted
men. The cattle were in good condition, but grain was scarce.

Commandant de Beer (Bloemhof) had still under his command
as many as four hundred and forty-four mounted men and one
hundred and sixty-five voefgangers. Both grain and cattle were
scarce, but then Bloemhof had never possessed many head of
cattle. So far the families had not suffered from want, He
would be able to hold out for another year:

General Kemp reported that he had under him Krugersdorp,
Rustenburg, and parts of Pretoria and Johannesburg. In the
district of Krugersdorp no more sowing was possible, and the
majority of cattle had been carried away. Yet there was no
want. Why should he lack for anything when he was in possession
of a great “ commissariat * extending as far as the Zoutpansberg,
where General Beijers was in command ? He took what he
wanted from the Kaffirs—it was not their property ; he was only
taking back what really belonged to the burghers.

Commandant-in-Chief de Wet here asked why the eastern
divisions of the Transvaal could not do like General Kemp, and
take what they required from the Kaffirs ?

General Kemp replied that the fact that in the eastern parts
the Kaffirs were united with the English made the difference.
The Kaffirs there, he said, gave all they looted to the English,
who then sold them the cattle back again. If then cattle were
taken in those parts, it would be cattle which was really the
property of the Kaffirs. Moreover, the Zulus were Kaffirs of a
different sort to those with which he (the General) had to deal.
General Botha also had said that among the Kaffirs in the Eastern
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Transvaal there were not to be found any cattle belonging to the
burghers;

Mr. J. L: Grobler (Carolina) had not as yet had to complain of
any lack of cattle or grain in his district. The English, however, by
their system of blockhouses, had cut the burghers off from the
greater part of the crop. If nothing happened, the newly-sown
crops ought to produce a good harvest ; but he did not like the
temper of the Kaffirs. His men could still hold out for another
six or seven months. The three hundred horses still remaining
to them were in a weak condition ; such as they were, there was
not one apiece for the burghers.

Mr. J. Naude (Pretoria) said that he represented a part of
Pretoria and General Kemp’s flying column. In his district
sowing and harvesting went on as usual. There were fortunately
no women and children. Although the commandos had not a
superabundance of cattle, yet no one lacked for any of the neces-
saries of life.

The imeeting was then closed with prayer, and adjourned until
the following morning:

‘FrIDAY, MAY 16TH, Ig02.

The meeting opened with prayer a little after nine a.m. The
correspondence which the two Governments had addressed to
the burghers, in order that it might be communicated to their
representatives at one of these meetings, was first read. It was
then debated whether the meeting should request Lord Kitchener
to put it into communication with the deputation in Europe.
After speeches pro and con, it was decided not to do so.

Thereupon General Froneman proposed the following resolu-
tion :

* This meeting is of opinion that the Governments should be
asked in the first place to thank His Majesty the King of England
and Her Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands, through Lord
Kitchener, for the efforts which (as appears from the corre-
spondence between the said Governments) they have made to
set on foot negotiations for peace; and, in the second place,
to express to them the regret of this meeting that His Majesty’s
Government has not accepted the proposal of Her Majesty’s
Government that the representatives of the two Republics now
in Europe (who still enjoy the full confidence of their fellow-
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countrymen) should be allowed to return home, and also that
Lord Kitchener has declined a similar request addressed to him
by the Gozemments of the two Republics.”

» This Py posal was seconded by Commandant Flemming, and
carriedr

" After another proposal, made by H. J. Bosman, and seconded
by J. H. Grobler, had been rejected, the correspondence referred
to above came under discussion.

t. The first speaker was Mr. P. R. Viljoen, who spoke as follows :

“ We can apply to our own country those words of Scripture,
‘ The place whereon thou standest is holy ground.’ The soil on
which we are now standing, wet as it is with the blood and tears
of our forefathers and also of the many who have fallen in this
present struggle, may well be regarded as ‘ holy ground.’

*“ That we should ever have to surrender this country is a
horrible thought. Yet it must be faced. It is certain at least
that many districts must be abandoned, for the enemy is doing
his utmost to collect us together at a few isolated places, where
he will be able to concentrate his forces upon us.

‘ From the reports which we have received it appears that the
state of affairs in the Orange Free State is still hopeful. Not so
in the Transvaal. There our prospects are of the gloomiest.

“ My opinion is that we must endeavour to bring this war to °
an end. If there was the least chance of our being able to main-
tain our independence, we would still fight on, and not even the
bitterest sufferings would appear unendurable. But have we any
such chance ?—that is the question which we have got to answer.

““ We know nothing, it will be said, of the present state of
‘affairs in Europe, for the report from our deputation, which has
just been read in your presence, is six months old. Nevertheless,
if anything favourable to us had occurred since then, we must
have heard of it by now.

‘It is evident that we must endeavour to obtain peace on
terms honourable to ourselves. But how are we to doso? By
keeping our independence in view when making terms with the
enemy, you will answer. Nevertheless, I think it would be
advisable for us to commission our Governments to ask the
English Government once more what concessions it is prepared
to make to us on condition of our surrendering our independence.
Until we know this we can come to no final decision.

_ “Though it is a bitter thing to have to say, yet I feel it my
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duty to tell you that I honestly believe it to be impossible for us
to carry on the war any longer.”

Mr. de Clercq then addressed the meeting in the following
words :

“ The question before us is, whether or not the war can be
continued ? To answer it, we must look forward into the future:
We must ask ourselves what consequences will ensue from a
continuance of hostilities, and what will be the result. of their
cessation.

“ We have only fifteen thousand men against the enemy's
quarter of a million. Our food and horses are scarce, and we
have other difficulties besides these. It is impossible to go on
with the struggle.

‘* Nevertheless, if I believed that to do so would give us a
chance of retaining our independence, I also would be ready for
further sacrifices.. But as it is impossible to retain our inde-
pendence, surely we shall only be storing up misery for the future
if we continue fighting until every man of us is a prisoner or in
his grave. I am of opinion that our most reasonable course is
to save what is still left to us—our existence as a nation. It is
not too late to save it now, but who can tell what the future
holds in store for us ? If we are to be still further reduced in
number, we shall soon cease to exist as a nation. Can it be right
to sacrifice a nation which has fought as the African nation has
done ? ”

Commandant Rheeder (Rouxville) then spoke as follows :

“ I know that the times are very dark, but still there are some
rays of light. You have been asked whether you will continue
fighting until you are exterminated. But there is another alter-
native. Will you not continue fighting until you are relieved ?
I maintain that our independence must be a sine gud non of any
negotiations that we make—we cannot give it up. So long as
we have life we must continue to fight, and we must only lay
down our arms when relief arrives.”

General Kemp now rose to his feet. *“ I am fully aware,” he
said, * of the very serious position in which we are placed. Yet,
when the war began, the position was no less grave. We must
continue our resistance. 'When we recall to our minds how much
this war has cost us, and what rivers of blood have flowed, we
feel that it is impossible to surrender. As far as I am concerned,
unless relief comes, I will fight on till I die.
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‘ But one should not look only at the dark side of the picture.
It is true enough that in some districts food is scarce, but there
are none in which it is absolutely unobtainable. The districts
threatened by famine must be abandoned—that is the way to
deal with the difficulty.

* It has been pointed out that a large number of our men have
been killed or taken prisoners. This fact, however, only fills me
with courage. A cause that has cost us so dearly must never be
forsaken. To own ourselves beaten would be to dig a grave for
the African nation, out of which it would never rise. Why should
we lose our trust in God ? Up to this moment He has aided us,
and He will always be our Helper.”

Vice-Commandant Breijtenbach (Utrecht) then spoke as
follows :

“ The burghers whom I represent have told me to inform them,
when these deliberations have come to an end, whether a con-
tinuation of the war is possible, and if it be possible, how it is to
be accomplished. If I cannot assure them that we are able to
continue the struggle, the men of Utrecht will not fight any more.
As you know, I can give them no such assurance.

“ There are ten districts in the Transvaal which are unable
to fight any longer. It surely is not proposed to leave these
districts in the lurch ! 'We must not only consult our sentiments,
but also our reason. And what does the voice of reason say ?
This—that the continuation of the war is an impossibility.
Should you decide now to continue the war, you would have to
start a fresh campaign; and you know that that is beyond our
powers.

‘“ A previous speaker has referred to the help of the Lord,
but who is able to fathom His counsels ? Yet we can understand
the answer God has given to our prayer—that prayer which we
offered with the Mausers in our hands when the war began. And
what was the answer we received ? I leave it to you to reply.

* Yes, we must use our reason. If we continue the struggle
we give the death-blow to our existence as a nation. We have
been told that there are ten districts that cannot go on fighting.
Are we going to say, ‘ We will continue the struggle and leave
these districts to their fate’'? No! We must save what we
can.”

General Liebenberg then spoke. “I am able to give my sup-
port,” he said, “ to all that has fallen from the lips of Messrs
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Viljoen and De Clercq. It cannot be doubted that the future
is very dark. Yes, we can only trust in God, and use our reason
to the best of our ability. I have been commissioned by those
whom I represent to retain our independence if possible, and if it
be not possible to make peace on the best terms that we can get.”

Commandant Uijs was the next speaker. -He explained that
if the war were to be continued he would have to leave his district
and abandon the women and children to the mercy of the Kaffirs.
He could see a_chance of saving the mounted men if only he
could feel certain that they would all follow him, but the case
of the women and children would be hopeless. A serious diffi--
culty confronted the delegates, and it was with them, and no
longer with the Government, that its solution rested. Never
before had he been called upon to face so gigantic a task. It was
not the time now to criticize one another, but to practise mutual
forbearance. The Bible bad been quoted by one of the speakers;.
but let them not forget the text in which the king is spoken of
who calculated whether he was strong enough with. ten thousand
to encounter him who marched against him with twenty thousand.
Then there was the question as to the disposal of the widows
and orphans. What was to become of them if the burghers, by
refusing to come to terms with the enemy, should no longer be
able to act as their mutual protectors ? Let them make no more
widows and orphans, but let them open their eyes and recognize
that the hand of God was against them.

The next business was the reading of two letters—one from
General Malan and the other from General Kritzinger. Malan
reported on his doings in the Cape Colony, while Kritzinger ad-
vised that the war should be discontinued.

General du Toit then spoke, emphasizing the responsibility
of the delegates and the importance of the occasion. He went
on to say that he represented a part of the nation which had
-suffered very severely, but which nevertheless bad commissioned
him to stand up for independence, if by any means it could be
retained ; if he failed in this, he was to take whatever cdurse
seemed best to him: In his district the burghers were not re-
duced to such a pass as to oblige them to surrender, but the
condition of other districts must also be taken into consideration,
and if it appeared that the war could not be continued, the dele-
gates must get the best terms they could. In their demands
they must be united—this was the principal reason why dis-
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sension was so much to be avoided. For himself, he could only
say that whether the meeting voted to continue the war or to
bring it to a conclusion, he would fall in with the wishes of the
majority. Any decision would be better than the failure of this
conference, as that would leave everything undecided.

He was followed by Secretary of State Reitz, who said :

*“ You all know what the Governments have done. The ques-
tion now is, Is there anything further that we can do? For my
part, I think that there is. We might offer to surrender Wit-
watersrand and Swaziland ; we might also relinquish our rights
to a foreign policy ; we might even accede to an English Pro-
tectorate. If France has been able to do without Alsace and
Lorraine, surely we can do without the goldfields. What benefit
have they ever done us ? Did the money they brought ever do
us any good ? No! rather it did us harm. It was the gold
which caused the war. It is then actually to our advantage to
cede the goldfields, and moreover by so doing we shall be rid of
a very troublesome part of our population.”

Mr. Reitz then went on to discuss in detail the position in -
regard to Swaziland, the question of a British Protectorate, and
the surrender of our right to treat with foreign powers.

General Muller (Boksburg) expressed sympathy with the views
of the Secretary of State, while Vice-Commandant Roux (Marico)
said that he was prepared to sacrifice many things, but that he
intended to hold out for independence. o

The next speech was made by Landdrost Stofberg (Zoutpans-
berg), who said :

+ “1 agree with General du Toit in what he said about the
necessity for unity amongst us. Disunion must not be so much
as mentioned. I have a mandate from the burghers of Zoutpans-
berg not to sacrifice our independence. But if anything short of
this will satisfy the English, I am quite prepared to make con-
cessions. Some of the burghers think that it might be well to
surrender the goldfields for a certain sum of money, while others
point-out that the gold was the cause of the war. I also think
that we have suffered through the gold, and that we might give
up the goldfields without doing ourselves any harm. For what
has the gold done for us ? It has enriched us, many will say.
Yes! but it has also been a stumbling-block to many a man.
And is it not better to be a poor but independent nation than to
be rich and at the same time subject to another Power ? Let the
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goldfields go. We shall still, with our markets %\ﬂch enough »

Commandant Mentz (Heilbron) then rose.

T appeal to the forbearance of the delegates,” he said, 2 for :
making any speech at this meeting. I fear I am unable to give
as rose-coloured a report as my brother Free Staters have done.
My district has been continually harassed by the enemy’s troops ‘
and great devastation has been wrought. But the greatest
trouble I have is the presence of so many families, for there are
still two hundred in the district. I have only eighty burghers
under my command, and it is clear to me that I shall soon be
obliged to leave the district. What will then become of these
families ? I received a commission not to sacrifice our inde-
pendence. But since my burghers met more than half of them
have been made prisoners. The remainder have instructed me
to do my best to preserve our independence, but if I find that it
cannot be maintained, to act according to ' my own judgment.
It appears to me that it may be possible to retain our indepen-
dence by ceding some part of the country; if this be the case
it ought most certainly to be done. I can remember the late
President Brand saying in connexion with the diamond fields,
¢ Give them up ; you will gain more by giving them up than by
keeping them.” This remark may well apply to the present
situation.”

Commandant Flemming (Cape Town)reported that his district
was well-nigh devastated. But they still possessed a fair number
of cattle, which they had carried away with them. But even if
they had no cattle, that would be no excuse for surrender, for in
his district it was possible to live on the game. The view which
he and his burghers had taken was that since they had already
sacrificed nearly everything they possessed, they would not now
sacrifice their independence. For should this also be lost, then
there would be nothing left to them. That had been their
opinion, but they had not then known how matters stood in the
Transvaal. Now that he was aware of the state of affairs, he
agreed with State-Secretary Reitz that their best course was
to cede a part of their territory.

* Vice-President Burger now rose from his seat, and said :

“ This meeting has to formulate a fresh proposal to the English
Government, and to await its answer. If this proposal be re-
jected, well, you will be no worse off than you are at present. If
there be a man who has earnestly considered what the sacrifice
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of everything means to us, then I am that man. It has been said,
we must retain our independence, or else continue to fight ; and
we are, still able to hold out for another six months, or even a
year. Now, supposing that we can hold out another year,
what should we gain by doing so ? Why, we should only grow
‘weaker, whilst the enemy grew stronger! I emphatically state
that the war cannot be carried on any longer ; and I ask if there
is any man here who can maintain with a clear conscience that
the struggle can be successfully continued.

“ Some of you may tell me that complications may arise -in
Europe. But that is a groundless hope. Others may say that
it is astonishing enough that we have been able to hold out till
.now, and that we have still the power of making our voices heard.
Yes! that is very surprising ; but shall we retain this power
long ? I heard some delegates say, * We shall fight till we die!’
That is a manly sentiment. But was it not, perhaps, prompted
by a desire to make a fine speech, which would go down to pos-
terity ? Was not the aim in some cases that future generations
might recall these speeches when they were told of the brave
fight our men had made ?

‘ Let every one consider this well : Is he prepared to sacrifice
the nation on the shrine .of his own ambition ? Ambition, al-
though it may cost us our lives, can never lead to martyrdom.
A martyr is made of finer stuff |
. "“Have we not arrived at the stage of our lnstory when we

must pray,* Thy will be done’ ? "That prayer, considered rightly,
is a prayer of faith. Do not let us imagine that we can compel
God to do our will—that is not faith.

“ I beg of you to consider what will become of the women and
the children and the banished burghers if you still persist until
your last shot has been fired. What right shall we have to inter-
cede for these unfortunate ones when we have rejected the pro-
posals of the English Government ? We shall have no right
whatsoever. _ '

“ Perhaps it is God’s will that the English nation should op-
press us, in order that our pride may be subdued, and that we
may come through the fire of our troubles purified.

‘‘ My opinion is that we should make a peace proposal to Eng-
land, yielding as much as we rightly can ; and if England rejects
our proposal, it will be time enough then to see what other course
is open to us.
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. “There is one fact which we cant upon the views expressed
There are ten districts in the Transwich I have listened to at
doned. In the Free State, too, there +g, but losing ground.
plight. It is the opinion of lawyers that su+ than that, during
ants remain in a district their property canno.-~ajngt s,
confiscated ; but if the district be -abandoned, then cu..
tions can take place, ,

“ It is criminal to say, ¢ Come what may, we will fight till every-
thing is lost and all of us are dead!’”

The following resolution was then proposed by General Kemp,
and seconded by Mr. J. Nand :

*“ This meeting decides, in order to expedite the work in hand,
to depart from the orviginal programme ; and to constitute a Com-
‘mission, to be composed of the Hon. Jacob Smits and the Hon.
Judge Hertzog, and lo give this Commission authority fo draw up,
conjointly with the two State Prosidents, a draft proposal, to be laid
before the delegates to-morn._~ ming.” _

This resolution was put to tne meeting, and accepted by the
delegates. The meeting then adjourned.

At half-past seven in the evening the delegates reassembled.

General Cilliers (Lichtenburg and Marico) was the first to
make a report., * Inmy division,” he said, “ things are in a very
favourable conu’tion. Yet we are bound to take the -other
divisions into consideration. My burghers said to me, ¢ Stand
firm for independence !’ But when they gave me the order they
did not know about the condition of the other districts. Will
those other districts—such of them, I mean, as are in a worse
predicament than ourselves—be able to co-operate with us in
continuing the war ? Some of “hem have already answered my
question in the negative. Must we then not ask ourselves, What
will be the best for the nation as a whole ? Shall we say continue
the war, or shall we approach the enemy and make a proposal ?

“ But are we really justified in prolonging .the struggle, and
making still further sacrifices ? Some will answer, ¢ Yes, for we
have a God in whom we have trusted from the beginning ;* shall
«we not continue to trust in Him who has worked such wonders
for us already?’ - But I have heard a brother say, ‘God’s hand is
against us." It was bitter to hear these words from him, and for
myself I will have none of them. My vote is given here and now
for a continuance of the war.
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of everything means to us, th'" the rest of the delegates have to

we must retain our indepe out some ofher way by which we can
we are still able to hold °UF national independence, we must be

z/%a:t' s}ir):)'?:‘,' S.Rman next addressed the meeting. -

s . -s€ar,” he began, “that too much is being made of the
condition of my division : things are not so prosperous with us
as some here appear to imagine. Baut for all that, my burghers
are for nothing short of absolute independence. They cannot
forget the blood which has already been spilt in our cause. They
mean to hold out until they are relieved.

“ I sympathize deeply with those districts that are less happily
circumstanced than my own, but it pains me to discover that
there are some here who doubt that God is for us. For what has
supported us up till now save faith in God P—the faith of those
who first prayed God to prevent the war, and then, when they
saw that this was not His will, fought like men, putting all
their trust in Him.

“ Up till now the Lord hath been my helper; the enemy has
cut us off from everything, and yet we see our two little Re-
publics still full of hope, still holding out.”

He concluded his speech by saying that he would like to hear
the opinions of Generals Botha, De Wet, and De la Rey. They
ought to be able to throw much light upon the matter.

Commandant General Botha then rose, and said :

“I am glad to have an opportunity of giving my views upon
the present state of affairs, We know that differences of opinion
are to be found everywhere and on every question ; when, there-
fore, a man differs from those who think that this war can and
ought to be continued, we must ascribe his opinion to discourage-
ment, weakness, or cowardice. We must acknowledge the truth
of the facts from which he draws his conclusions, and which
have compelled him to utter it. His object is to make known
the true state of the country—which indeed is his plain duty.
Were he not to do so on the present occasion he would be accused,
later‘on, of having kept secret what he ought to have revealed.
Differences of opinion then need not, and must not, cause a dis-
union and discord. Whatever our private opinions may be, yet,
as delegates of the burghers, we must speak and act as one man.

“ The war has now lasted two years. But the question for us
to answer is this; Are we going forwards or backwards ? My
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own conviction—a conviction founded upon the views expressed
by my commandos and the speeches which I have listened to at
this meetmg—xs that we are not gaining, but losing ground.
There is nothing, in my opinion, more evident than that, during
the last six munths, the tide has been setting steadily against us,
and in favour of the enemy.

“A year ago there wrve no blockhouses. We could cross
and recross the country as. 2 wished, and harass the enemy at
every turn. But now things wear a very different aspect. We
can pass the blockhouses by night indeed, but never by day.
They are likely to prove the ruin of our commandos.

‘ Then, as regards food. We are told that there is food here,
and food there; but how are we to;7et at it ? How are we to
transport it from one district to anotier 2 Outside the frontiers
of our Republics there are plenty. of provisions;-._ 1t it becomes
daily more difficult to get them into our hands. The cattle, for
instance, that used to be at Ladysmith ..ve now been removed
to Estcourt. Even the friendly Kaffirs, from whom we are now
able to obtain provisions, may quite possibly soon turn against
us, The time is coming when we shall be compelled to say,
¢ Hunger drives us to surrender.’

““ The horses have been chased about so incessantly, and have
suffered so much from want of forage, that their strength is
almost exhausted: They are so weak that it is almost impossible
to accomplish any long distance with them.

““As to theCape Colony, I had always understood that theColon-
ists were going to rise en bloc, but General Smuts has just told us
that there is no chance of such a thing happening. And he
speaks from personal knowledge, having just returned from
paying them a visit. Moreover, he has seen our horses, and says
that it is impossible for them to go into the Colony, so it appears
that our successes there are over. This is a severe check indeed ;
but it could not have been otherwise. We have not enough horses
to enable us to give the Colonists effectual help, and they them-
sclves have been cowed by the heavy penalties imposed upon, all
those who did rise. Many of those who are well disposed towards
us dare not join us now.

“ Again, there is no chance of European intervention : not one
of the Powers will do anything for us. To see this it is only
necessary to peruse that correspondence between the Nether-
lands and England, which was the cause of these negotiations.
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There we shall find that the Dutch Minister says that our Deputa-
tion is only accredited to Holland, whereas it had been accredited
by the two Republics to all the Governments in Europe. More-
over, the correspondence makes it very plain that England will
not tolerate the intervention of any foreign Power whatsoever.
But the truth is, that no foreign Power wants to help us. When
the women were first made prisoners I thought that European
intervention might perhaps be attempted, because to make
prisoners of women is a thing quite outside the usual methods
.of warfare, But nothing was done even then. We were told
that we had the sympathy of the nations of Europe—their
sympathy, and nothing more !

“T have come to a subject that is very near our ‘hearts—our
women-folk. If this meeting decides upon war, it will have to
make provision for our wives and children, who will then be
exposed to every kind of danger. Throughout this war the
presence of the women has caused me anxiety and much distress.
At first I managed to get them into the townships, but later
on this became impossible, because the English refused to receive
them. I then conceived the idea of getting a few of our burghers
to surrender, and sending the women in with them. But this
plan was not practicable, because most of the families were those
of prisoners of war, and the men still on commando were not so*
closely related to these families as to be willing to sacrifice their
freedom for them.

“We have heard much talk about fighting 'to the bitterend.” But
what is ‘ the bitterend ’ ? ' Is it to come when all of us are either
banished or in our graves ? Or does it mean the time when-the

‘nation has fought until it never can fight again ? As to myself,

personally, I can still continue the struggle. I have horses, my
household is well provxded for, and as far as my own mchnatxon
goes I am all for going on. But am I only to consider myself ?
Is it not my first duty to look at the interests of my nation ? I
have always been, and still am, of the opinion that, before letting
the nation go to rack and ruin, it is our duty to parley. We must
not let the chance for negotiations slip out of our hands: When
our numbers have fallen to only four or five thousand men under
arms we shall no longer have that chance, and this will un-
doubtedly happen if we hold out for another year, or even six
months.

* There are some who say, * We must trust in God and keep on
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fighting,’ and I grant them thatrmiracles are possible at all times.
But it is beyond our power to say whether God will work a miracle
for us. We do not know what His will may be. If we continue
the war, and if it should afterwards appei. _*hat everything has
been in vain, our respq’ "~ hty will be only the heavier, the
blinder our confidence now is. And over and over again we
shall hear, ‘ He is dead,” ‘ and he, and he.’ Will not this make
our remorse all the more bitter ? Our commandos are-so weak,
our country so exhausted, that the loss of one great battle, the
surrender of a single strong force, would spell ruin for us.

‘  But we have managed to hold out for so long.” Yes, but
there is a natural reason, a military rcason, why this bas been the
case. The fact that our commandos have been spread over so
large a tract of country has compelled the British, up to the
present time, to divide their forces. But things have changed
now ; we have had to abandon district after district, and must
now operate on a far more limited territory. In other words, the
British army can at last concentrate its forces upon us.

“I firmly believe that, under like circu:nsta}\ces, no other
nation in the world would have fought as our nation has done.
Shall such a nation perish ; .Not we must save it. If we dele-
gates are convinced that we can no longer offer resistance to the
enemy, it is our plain duty to tell the people so. We must not
let them be exterminated- for want of timely alvice. More
than twenty thousand women and children have died in the
camps during this one year.

“There are men of our own kith and kin who are helping to
bring us to ruin. If we continue the war, it may be that the
Afrikanders against us will outnumber our own men.

“ What is there left to hope for ? Are we to retain our inde-
pendence by ceding a part of our territories ? Most assuredly
yes, if such a compromise is feasible. As regards-Swaziland, it
is of solittle importance to us that we can give it up withouta
thought. Then there are the goldficlds—let them go. They are
but a cancerous growth, sapping the very life of our country, |,

“ We must face the fact that things are not at a standstill :
we are slipping back every moment. We must all pull together,
or everything is lost. If our sacrifices will buy our independence,
well and good. But suppose that we are compelled to give it up—
well, if it even comes to this, we must never do so unconditionally.
An unconditional surrender would be well enough if the leaders
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only had to be considered. But we must think of the interests
of the nation. We must say o our people, ¢ We have no thought
of ourselves : our only desire is to place ourselves in the breach,
if so we may save you. ”

General Botha 'then proceeded to discuss eventualities in the
event of independence being lost. Representative govern-
ment, he said, might perhaps still be retained, and the national
language need not necessarily be supplanted. Thus the nation
would still retain its old ideals and its old customs. General
Roux had been pertinently asked whether it were better to strive
for the recuperation of the people now or to wait until they were
altogether overpowered and reduced to such straits that it would
require some thirty years before they could once more call them-
selves a nation. He then went into the terms of the pro-
posal by the British Government, and repeated that there must
be no idea of unconditional surrender.

The General concluded in the following words :

‘ Although we do not wfsh to accept terms, we have no right
to refuse them altogether. On the other hand we must not say
to the English, ‘ Do with us as you like.” For then our descen-
dants would eternally reproach us. We should have lost the
privilege of looking after our own wives and children. They would
be handed over to strangers. No ! we must secure by some means
or other that'we ourselves shall be able to provide for them: The
fate of our country is in the hands of the men in this tent. It has
been bitter, indeed, for me to have to speak as I have done. But
if I have not spoken the truth, convince me of my error, and I
will be the first to own it. But do not condemn me, for I have
had no other object than to tell you what I believe to be the
truth.”

General De la Rey then spoke.

“T will not detain you long,” he began, * but there are a few
points to which I wish to draw attention. In regard to the
districts under my command, every one will understand that my
hurghers, after their recent brilliant successes, are firmly resolved
not to sacrifice their independence. If I allude to the battles
which I have just fought it is with no thought of boasting, but
only that you may picture to yourselves the effect which they
must have had upon the enemy ; and that no one may be angry
with myself and my burghers for standing firm when our feet
are on such solid ground.
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“ But since my Q,” ereeniging I have'sent to any p
districts where ma 1 a far less favourable cofidition than

in my own. So far as’i myself am concerned, I cannot think of
laying down my arms. Yet it appears to me that some parts of
the country will be compelled by starvation to give up the
struggle. It is well that those who represent these parts have
spoken openly, and not left this meeting in ignorance of the state
of affairs only to go and lay down their arms: .

“ I myself have never thought intervention possible. Even
before the war broke out I said that nothing would come of it.
I saw that South Africa was divided between Germany and Eng-
land. And that if only the Republics could be extinguished,
then England and Germany would be the only Powers left, and
Germany would be: ife. But if the Republics were victorious,
then Germany would be in dang. ~ Why then should Germany
interfere in favour of the Republics, when she has everything to
lose by such a course of action? No! intervention was en-
tirely out of the question:

“ There has been talk about fighting to the bitter end but
has not the bitter end already come ? Each man must answer
that question for himself;

“ You must remember that everything has been sacrificed—
cattle, goods, Lioney, wife, and child. Our men are going about
naked, and some of our women have nothing but clotheg made
of skins to wear. Is not this the bitter end ?

“ I 'believe that the time has now come to negotiate. England
will never again give us the chance of doing so, should we allow
this opportunity to slip by. But how shall we negotiate ? I
must leave it to this meeting to answer that question. If we do
not obtain what we ask for, we shall at least stand or fall to-
gether. Yet let us act with reason. '

“T cannot agree with one of the opinions expressed by Com-
mandant-General Botha and States-Secretary Reitz. They
have stated that they are against surrendering the goldfields to
England ; firstly, because England would never accept such.a
proposal, for by doing so she would declare to the whole world
that she had only been fighting for the goldfields ; and, secondly,
because if we gave up the goldfields we should lose a source of
revenue, without the aid of which we could not repair the damages
which the war has wrought.”

Commandant-in-Chief de Wet spoke as follows :
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only had to be ¢ton that the circhmstances in the Orange Free
State are ‘i less critical than those in the Transvaal. Nine dis-
tricts were entirely ruined ; but these, though at one time aban-
doned by the burghers, have now been reoccupied.

“ If I now differ from those who are of opinion that it is useless
to prolong the war, it must not be thought that I am lacking in
respect for their judgment. By no means. I know that what
has been said about the wretched plight of the people is only too
true; but they must not take it amiss if I point out that the
same condition of affairs was described in the correspondence
from the Transvaal which fell into the hands of the English at
Reitz. But, granting that the facts have been correctly stated,
even then the Orange Free State will refuse to give in. Let me
be candid with you, and say frankly that, in my opinion, this is
virtually the Transvaal’'s war. This, however, makes no differ-
ence to me. For me the barrier of the Vaal River has never
existed. I have always endeavoured to maintain the Nauwere-
Vereeniging,! and I feel strongly the obligation which the union
of the two States casts on each one of us. They are two nations,
but their cause is one.

‘ What, then, is the prevailing feeling in the Orange Free
State ? Of the six thousand burghers who have been attending
meetings, I myself have been in command of five thousand, and
I can confidently say that never were five thousand men more
unanimous in their opinion than were those I led when they
cried, as with one voice, ¢ Persevere ; we have everything to lose,
but we have not yet lost it.” What, then, is the answer to be ?
I am firmly persuaded that we have only one course before us.
If we are unable to obtain what we are asking for, then it only
remains for us to alleviate as best we may the lot of those who
cannot help themselves. I do not as yet clearly -see how this
is going to be done, but, at all costs, let us continue fighting.
What was our total strength when we began this war ? Sixty
thousand men all told. Against this the English had a standing
arquy of seven hundred and fifty thousand troops. Of these two
hundred and fifty thousand, or one-third, are now in South
Africa. We know from experience that they are unable to send
more than one-third. And we? Have we not also one-third
of our army left ?

T do not wish to imply that I am not prepared to concede

t Closer Union.
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something, but nothing will induce me to consent to any pi

of the country in our territory being given up. It will never b
to have an English colony planted in our midst, for England then
would have far too firm a hold upon our ¢ intry.

* It is said, and with some 1_ "h, that th: goldfields have been
a curse to us, but surely there ﬁ\no reason why they. should con-
tinue to be so. I fail to see how, without retaining possession of
these goldfields, the Republics are to be saved. Swaziland per-
haps could be ceded, but never the goldfields. I feel that any
intervention is out of the question ; but is not the very fact that
it has not taken place a sure proof that it was not the will of God ?
Does it not show that He is minded to form us, by this war, into
a nation worthy of the name. Let us then bow to the will of the
Almighty. :

“ My people will perhaps say, ¢ Our Generals see only the re-
ligious side of the question.’ They will be right. Without faith
we should have been foolish indeed to have embarked on this
war and to continue it for so many months. Indeed, it must be a:
matter of faith, for the future is hidden from us. What kas been
is within our ken, but what is before is beyond the knowledge
of the wisest man.

“ Cape Colony is a great disappointment to me. I do not-
refer so much to what we have learnt about it from the reports as
to the fact that no general uprising can be expected in that
quarter. So much we have heard from General Smuts. But
though there is to be no uprising, we have no reason to think that
there has been any falling off in the number of our adherents in
the Colony. The little contingent. there has been of great help
to us: they have kept:fifty thousand. troops occupied, with
which otherwise we should have had to reckon.. -

* I feel deeply for our women and children ; I am giving earnest
consideration to their miserable plight.. But their sufferings are
among what we may call the necessary circumstances of the war.
I bave nothing to do with the circumstances. For me, this is a
war of religion, and thus I can only consider the great principles
involved.  Circumstances are to me but as obstacles' to be
cleared out of the road.

*“1f we own ourselves defeated—if we surrender to the foe——
we can expect little mercy from him: We shall at all events have
dug the grave of our national independence, and, as things are,
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what difference is there between this and digging our own
graves ? "

Mr. Birkenstock said that the question about the goldfields
must be carefully considered. This source of income must not
be given up.

The meeting was then closed with prayer.

SATURDAY, MAY 17TH, 1902:

The Chairman first called upon Chief-Commandant de Wet
to offer up prayer.

A private report from Mr. J. Schmorderer, who bad brought
the missive from the deputation in Europe, was then read:

The first delegate to speak was Landdrost Bosman (Wakker-
stroom), who said :

“My opinion is that the best way of ascertmmng the
probable future course of events is to see what has already
happened in the past. A year ago there were six hundred
burghers in my district, and each man had a horse ; now there
are not more than half that number, and many of them have to
go on foot. Last year we had from three to four thousand bags
of maize ready to hand; this year there are not more than as
many hundred, and how to get at them is more than I can tell.
If such has been the history of the past year, in what sort of
condition shall we be at the end of the present one ?

*“ The great difficulty with regard to our families is not how
to clothe them, but how to feed them. I know of a woman who
has lived for weeks on nothing but fruit. I myself have had to
satisfy my hunger with mealies for days together, although I have
no wish to complain about it. Even the scanty food we can get
has to be obtained from the Kaffirs by persuasion. Moreover,
the Kaffirs side with the English, who in their counter-marches
are clearing all the food out of the country.

““ The men in my district told me that if I came back and re-
ported that the war was to be continued, they would be obliged
—for the sake of their wives and children—to go straight to the
nearest English camp and lay down their arms. As to the women,
it is true that they are at present full of hope and courage, but
if they knew how matters stood in the veldt, they would think
very differently. Even now there are many of them who say
that the war ought to be put a stop to, if only for their sakes.
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“The Kaffirs are another great source of trouble; in this
problem they are a factor which cannot be neglected.

* There is no hope of intervention, nor can we expect anything
from the English nation. Facts that have come to my know-
ledge prove to me that England has become more and more de-
termined to fight to the bitter end.

“1 do not see what we can possibly gain by continuing the
war. Our own people are helping the English, and every day
the enemy are improving their position. What advantage can
there then be in persisting in the struggle? We have now a
chance of negotiating, and we should seize that chance. For we
have the opportunity given us of obtaining some help for our
ruined compatriots, who would be entirely unable to make a
fresh start without assistance.

‘“ As to the religious side of this matter, I am not ashamed to
say that I believe I am serving God in the course which I am
taking. We must not attempt to obtain the impossible against
all reason. If we make any such attempt, the results will prob-
ably be exactly opposite to what we wish. I have the greatest
doubt whether it really is in order to give glory to God that the
nation wishes to retain its independence. On the centrary I be-
lieve that the motive is obstinacy, a vice to which human nature
is always prone,

“ 1t has been said that it would be shameful to disregard the
blood already spilt; but surely one ought also to consider the
blood that might yet be shed in a useless struggle.”

The proposal of the Commission was now read, and after some
discussion accepted. It ran as follows:

The meeting of national representatives from both Republics—
after having considered the correspondence exchanged, and the
negotiations conducted, between the Governments -of the two
Republics and His Excellency Lord Kitchener, on behalf of the
British Government ; and after having heard the reports of the’
deputies from the different parts of both Republics ; and after
having received the latest reports from the representatives of ithe
two. Republics in Europe ; and having taken into consideration
the fact that the British Government has refused to accept the
proposal of our Governments made on the same basis ; and not-
withstanding the above-mentioned refusal of the British Govern-
ment—still wishes to give expression to the ardent desire of the
two Republics to retain their independence, for which already

433 EE’



THREE YEARS WAR

so much material and personal sacrifice has been made, and de- _
cides in the name of the people of both Republics to empower
both Governments as follows :—To conclude a peace on the
following basis, to wit : the retention of a limited independence
offering an addition to what has already been offered by the two
Governments in their negotiations, dated the x5th of April, 1goz.

(4) To give up all foreign relations and embassies.

(b) To accept the Protectorate of Great Britain:

(c) To surrender parts of the territory of the South African
Republic,

(4) To conclude a defensive alliance with Great Britain in
regard to South Africa.

During the discussion it was clearly explained that the terri-
tory which it was suggested should be ceded was the already
mentioned goldfields and Swaziland. The question was put
whether the South African Republics would have to pay for the
damage done during the war. ‘“ By all means let us pay,” said
Mr. de Clerq. “ If I could only buy back the mdependence of
the Orange Free State, I would gladly give all I possess.’

Several other Transvaal delegates expressed themselves in
the same sense, and said that they fully appreciated the sacrifices
which the Orange Free State had made. General Froneman
thanked them in the name of the Free State.

He felt that the two Republics no longer thought of themselves
as having conflicting interests. In the fire of this war they had
been firmly welded together.

Commandant Ross (Vrede) thought it wrong even to discuss
the possibility of giving up independence. The delegates had
received a definite mandate. They had been commissioned to
see that the national independence had remained untouched,
whatever else might have to be given up. This being the case,
they might come to decisions on all other points, so long as they
remembered that independence was not an open question.

Commandant J. van Niekerk (Ficksburg) spoke to the same
purpose. He could not even think of sacrificing independence.

After some other delegates had made a few short remarks,
General Brand, seconded by Commandant A. J. de Kock, pro-
posed the following resolution, which was accepted by the meet-

ing:

“ This meeting of the national representatives of the two
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Republics i:ereby charge the Governments to nominate a Com-
mission for the purpose of entering upon negotiations with His
Excellency Lord Kitchener, acting on behalf of His Britannic
Majesty’s Government: The Commission is to endeavour to
make peace on satisfactory terms, and is then to lay the result
of its negotiations before this meeting, for the sancuon of the
two Governments.”

The meeting was then closed with prayér.-
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THE CONFERENCE AT PRETORIA BETWEEN THE
COMMISSION OF THE NATIONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND LORDS KITCHENER AND MILNER (MAY
19TH-MAY 2871H, 1902)

Minutes of the Conference held at Pretoria on May 1gth,
1902, between Lord Kitchener and Lord Milner, representatives
of the British Government, and Commandant-General L. Botha,
Commander-in-Chief C. R. de Wet, General J. H. De la Rey,
Judge J. B. M. Hertzog, and General J. C. Smuts, delegates of
the national representatives, who had met at Vereeniging on
May 15th, 1go02.

*Mr. N. J. de Wet acted as interpreter ; Mr. O. Walrond was
secretary for the English Government; and the Rev. J. D.
Kestell and D. van Velden acted in a similar capacity for the
Commission. -

The Conference met at ten o’clock in the morning at the house
of Lord Kitchener. After having greeted each other, the mem-
bers took their seats at the table in the centre of the room.

Commandant-General L. Botha opened the proceedings in
the following words :

‘“’Allow me to state that, although the negotiations have taken
a longer time than we expected, I am able to assure your Excel-
lencies that we are acting in good faith, and that everything has
beeh done with the sole aim of concluding the peace which we .
all desire.

“I must also draw attention to the fact that everything we
transact here must be submitted to our national representatives,
in order to obtain their sanction.”

The suggestion was then made that the proposals which the
Commission was prepared to make should be laid before the
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) 19th May, 1902.
To their Excellencies, Lord Kitchener and Lord Milner, Preloria.

Your EXCELLENCIES,—

‘With a view to finally concluding the existing hostilities, and
being fully empowered by the Government of the two Republics,
we have the honour to propose the following points—in addition
to the conditions already offered in the negotiations of April last—
as a basis for negotiations : ,

{(4) We are prepared to cede our independence as regards
our foreign relations.

(b) We wish to retain self<yovernment in our country, under
British supervision.

(¢) We are prepared to cede a part of our territory. .

Should your Excellencies be prepared to negotiate on this basis,
then the above-mentioned points can be elaborated.

We have the honour to be,

’ Your Excellencies’ most obedient servants,
LOUIS BOTHA.
C. R. DE WET.
] H. DE LA REY.
J. B. M. HERTZOG.
J. C. SMUTS.

When this letter had been read, a discussion followed.

Lord Milner: “ Considering the wide difference between this
proposal and that made by His Majesty’s Government, when we
last met, I fear that I can hold out very little hope of any good
results following negotiations on the basis you have suggested.”

Lord Kitchener: *“We can take those proposals into con-
sideration, but I cannot see how it is possible to bring them dnto
harmony with those of His Majesty’s Government.”

Commandant-General Botha: “If this is the position you
take, we should like to receive from you a final answer to our
proposals.” :

Lord Milner: ““ Do you wish us to refer your proposals to His
Majesty’s Government ? *
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oa: “Yes, ’m]ess you have full

Juite convinced L.t your proposal will
. - . =l bound to say that to refer it, as it stands,
. ois Ma]esty’s Government will only do you harm.”

Commandant-General Botha: “If you have no power to de-
cide upon this proposal here, we should like you to refer it to
His Majesty’s Government.”

Lord Milner :. “ I have no objection to taking the responsibility
of refusing your proposal on myself. The instructions received
by myself and Lord Kitchener are quite clear on this point.”

Commandant-General Botha : “ I must then understand that
when Lord Salisbury said that this war was not carried on with
a view to annex territory, he did not mean it.”

Lord Kitchener: “ It is no longer a question of territory, for
annexation is an accomplished fact.”

Commandant-General Botha: “ I am unable to see how our
proposal is inconsistent with annexation.”

Lord Milner: “I cannot now recall the exact words used by
Lord Salisbury, but it is true that Lord Salisbury declared that
his Government did not begin the war with the intention of
obtaining territory. But in the course of the war circumstances
developed in such a way that the decision to annex the Republics
became a necessity, and the British Government have pro-
nounced their firm intention not to withdraw from this deci-
sion.’

Judge Hertzog : “ I should like to be informed as to what the
great difference is between the basis now proposed by us and that
laid down by His Majesty’s Government during the negotiations
of last year—I do not mean the difference in details, but in
principle.”

Lord Kitchener: “ Do you mean by your proposal that the
Boers will become British citizens ? ”

General Smuts : “ I cannot see that our proposal is necessarily
in contradiction to that of last year. Qur proposal only makes
provision concerning the administration.”

Lord Milner then quoted from the terms offered at Middelburg
by the British Government the previous year :

““ At the earliest possible date military administration shall
cease, and be replaced by civil administration in the form of a
Crown Colony Government. At first there will be in each of the
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new Colonies a "emo% an Executiveé Council consisting of the
highest officials,’ .ad a 'Legislative Council, which latter shall
consist of a certain number of official members and also of a
nominated non-official element.. But it is the wish of His Majesty’s
Government to introduce a representatwe element as soon as
circumstances permit, and, in course of time, to grant to the
new colonies the right of self-government,

“ It may be that I do not properly understand your proposal
but it seems to me to differ not only in detaﬂ but also in spint
from the scheme I have just read to you.”

Judge Hertzog: “1I entirely agree with you that there is a
difference in idea between the two proposals; but only such a
difference in idea as might well be found between Colonies of the
same State. In other words, one constitution is adapted for
one colony, whilst another constitution is found fitting for another
colony, but yet they all belong to the same Empire.”

Lord Milner: ‘ Exactly. There are different constitutions
in different Colonies; but it seems to me that the policy laid
down in your proposal differs from that laid down by His Majesty’s
Government.”

Judge Hertzog : “I think that I am expressing the opinion of
the whole Commission when I say that we wish for peace. I
draw attention to this to show the way in which, according to
my opinion, we should consider the matter. For if we on both
sides are really desirous of coming to a settlement, we should
not make too much of theoretical difficulties, so long as the practi-
cal aim has been obtained. For instance, the different Colonies
which now are joined to form the United States once possessed
constitutions differing much -from one another. Now the con--
stitution laid down in our proposal does not differ so much from
that laid down in yours that a practical difference should arise
therefrom ; and such a practical difference would arise if you
insisted upon carrying on negotiations on your own basis. I
imagine that England has a certain object before her in South
Africa, and I believe that that object can be as well obtaingd by
our proposal as by that of Middelburg: I therefore ask, Is the
difference so great that, in order for England to obtain her object,
an entirely new status must be called into existence ? ”

Lord Milner : “ We are comparing two different things. Here
in the Middelburg scheme there are a number of definite pro-
posals, which enter upon a great mass of particulars. I do not
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mean to nnply that we ha‘./e not the power to go into particulars. _
I perfectly understand that it lies within the power of Lord
Kitchener and myszif to carry on further deliberations with you
about details, so/as to throw light on any doubtful points, and,
perhaps, to m.;ke such changes as would not fundamentally
affect the scheme. As you say that your proposals are not in
contrad.tcﬁon with those formulated at Middelburg, then there
is no’ Teason why you should not lay aside your proposals and
discuss the Middelburg proposals, which are definite.”

Judge Hertzog: “I quite admit that you, Lord Milner, are
entitled to say that there is a fundamental difference between
our proposals. But it is another question whether the difficulty
that thus arises is of such a nature that we—those of us who on
both sides are anxious to conclude peace—should not be able to
find a solution to it satisfactory to both parties. I cannot answer
that question ; nor can I see why the same result would not be
reached by negotiating on the basis proposed by us as by carrying
on negotiations on the Middelburg proposal.”

Lord Milner : ““ I understand, then, that you acknowledge that
there is a fundamental difference between the two bases. Well,
I do not think that we are empowered to negotiate on a basis
differing from that laid down in the last report of His Majesty’s
Government, and also differing from the tenor of the Middelburg
proposal. I may say that I believe that His Majesty's Govern-
ment in their latest message went as far as it was possible for
them to go with the object of meeting you. The whole spmt of
the telegram was to that effect.”

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: I hope you will understand
that I do not speak as a lawyer. (Lord Kitchener, laughing :
““ That’s the case with me too!”) I fully concur with what
General Botha and Judge Hertzog have said in regard to our
eagerness to establish peace. In order to be brief, I will only
remark that I did not understand His Excellency, Lord Milner,
to mean—any more than I myself meant—that we should go
to the nation with the Middelburg proposal, thh the idea
of coming back with it unaltered.”

Lord Milner: ‘““ No; if I gave that impression, I did not in-
tend to do so. But I believe that when you went to your people
with the last message from His Majesty’s Government it was
with the knowledge-—which the message itself made clear—that
His Majesty’s Government was not prepared to take into con- -
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sideration any terms which differed widely from the policy laid
down in the Middelburg proposal.” . - .

Commandei-in-Chief de Wet : “ Th{ { s indeed what I under-
stood ; and accordingly we have now éol..c‘ with a proposal which
does not differ very much from the Middelburg proposal.”

General Smuts: ‘“I.thought that the vital principle your
Government had in view was the destruction of our independence,
and in our proposal the independence of the two Republics with
regard to foreign relations is given up. I was therefore of opinion
that the two parties might come fo an arrangement on this basis.
I did not think that for the restoration of peace the Middelburg
terms were essential.” '

Lord Milner: “Not in the details, but in the general ideas.
As the British Government has laid down a basis, and yo] have
had weeks in which to consider the matter, it would n¢_ : do
for you now to put it on one side. Lord Kitchener has { 7en
your nation considerable time in which to take counsel ; and now
you come back, and, ignoring the Middelburg terms, you propose
entirely different ones of your own, and say, let us negotiate on
these. I do not believe that I and Lord Kitchener would be
justified in doing this. But in case he is of another opinion, the
British Government can be asked if they are prepared to set on
one side all the former deliberations and begin again on a new
basis,”

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: “We cannot, of course, pre-
vent Lord Kitchener from asking his Government any questions
he pleases, but, at the same time, we request that youwill cable
our behests to the English Government.”

Commandant-General Botha: “I cannot see that we are
beginning again on a new basis, for, in consequence of the negotia-
tions in April last, you were ordered by the British Government
to encourage us to make fresh proposals. Our present proposal
is the direct result of that order.”

Lord Milner : “I did my best to get fresh proposals from you,
but you would not make any. You forced the British Govern-
ment into making proposals.”

Commandant-General Botha : *“I am of opinion that we must
both work together in this matter of formulating proposals.”

Lord Kitchener : “You were asked to make proposals, but you
did not do so ; and now, after the British Government has made
a proposal, you yourselves come forward with one of your own.”
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General De la Rey ‘ I thmk/that it was the encouragement
given us by corresponaehce/between the Netherlands and the
British Government that caused us to make our proposals.”

Lord Milner: “ That cotrespondence was at the beginning of
the negotiations.”

- Commander-in-Chief de Wet: “If we had been obliged to
make a new proposal in April, we would not have been able to
make one so fair, and so much to the advantage of the British
Government, as our present one, for, not having consulted the
nation, we would have been compelled to insist on entire inde-
pendence.”

Lord Milner: “I must remind you of what has taken place ;
not with the object of putting you in the wrong, but in order to
make the position clear, for there are some points about it which
are not very clear. You came and made a proposal. The
British Government gave you a distinct answer—they refused to
accept it. Their answer was perfectly outspoken, and perfectly
intelligible. At the same time they said, ‘ We are anxious for
peace ; will you make other proposals ?’ You then said, ‘ No !
we have no power to do so; we must first consult the nation.’
We admitted that argument. Then you said, ‘ Let the British
Government make proposals.’” The British Government did so,
and they are fully entitled to an answer. In what position do
you think you are placing Lord Kitchener and myself ? You
come back with a totally fresh proposal, and do not say anything
about ours. This is not fair treatment to the British Govern-
ment, and we are not bound to take your proposal into con-
sideration.”

Judge Hertzog : * I have endeavoured to show that our reply
really cannot be taken as ignoring the proposal of the British
Government. The great question in the correspondence in April
between us and the British Government was the question of
independence ; and now, after having consulted the nation, we
come here and say that we are prepared to sacrifice in some
degree our independence, and we indicate how far we will give
it up. And, as General Smuts has said, that is the basis which
we have laid down in our present proposal.”

Lord Milner : “ You say that you give up your independence
as regards foreign relations.”

Judge Hertzog: “ Yes. But then you must understand that
this is only a general principle; which we treat in detail later on.
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Geiforal - 'nuts “T mdependence .is given up both in

~d to o* loreign relations anu in regard to interior ad-
miZ - . ‘on, which will be placed under the supervision-of the
British Government. So that .the effect of these two articles
is, that the independence is sa\ ificed, and that the two Re-
publics will not in the future be ab\2 to be regarded as Sovereign
States.”

Lord Milner : “I understand perfectly well that they would
not be Soverelgn States any longer, but my 'intellect is not bright
enough for me '+ be able to say what they really would be.”

Lord Kitchener : “ They would be a new kind of * international
animal.’ ” ,

General Smuts: “It has more tian once happened in the
course of history that difficulties have been solved by compro-
mise. And this draft proposal goes as near as seems possxble
towards making us a Colony.”

Lord Kitchener: ‘Do you accept the annexation ?

General Smuts : “ Not formally ; but I do not see in what way
this proposal is in opposition to the annexation proclamation.”

‘Lord Kitchener: “I am afraid ‘1 am not clever enough to
comprehend this; There would be two Governments in one
State. And how do you imagine that this arrangement could.
be carried on ? * :

General Smuts: “ A more ample explanation will have to be
given of the word ¢ supervision’; and I thought that this was
just one of the points on which we could carry on further dis-
cussions and negotiations.”

Lord Milner': “1 am certainly not going to give up an explicit
basis for a vague proposal.”

Lord Kitchener : “1I feel convinced that your proposal would
never be able to be carried out in the practical governing of a
country.”

Commander-in-Chief de Wet : ““ I agree that our proposal has
not been fully worked out, but neither have the Middelburg
proposals. This was clearly indicated by Lord Kitchener and
Lord Milner when these proposals were made, and they were only
looked upon as a basis on which we could negotiate, so that the
business might be.begun. We naturally ,~annot compel the
British Government to accept our proposal ; but, at all events,
it is a basis.” )

Lord Milner : ““ I am very anxious that these discussions should
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not end in smoke, ang ’iﬁ;au not allow any formalities to-stand
in the way, but tg abandon the definiw. ‘proposals of Middelburg
(March #th) for a thing like this, and to begin a fresh discussion
on the basis of something which is so very vague will surely land
us in trouble. I believe we are quite entitled to keep you to
the Middelburg proposal, which we might modify in regard to
details.”

Commandant-General Botha : “ Perhaps it would be well if
you would first glve an answer to our proposals.”

Commander - in - Chief de Wet: “I think that (unless your
Excellencies have power to give a final answer to our terms) it
would not be unfair if we were to ask you to lay our proposal
before your Government.”

Commandant-General Botha: “ We are come here with the
earnest intention of concluding peace; and I think that if our
proposal is carried out Boer and Briton will be able to live side’
by side in this country. I presume that it is the wish of both
parties to be fair and just, and to make a peace by which both can
abide, and which will be permanent in South Africa.”

Lord Milner: “ That is certainly our aim.”

Lord Kitchener: * Your-proposal would involve important
changes in our own—changes which, so far as I understa.nd them,
we should be unable to permit.”

Commandant-General Botha: “I am of opinion that before
a proposal is made from your side you should give a definite
answer to ours.”

Lord Kitchener and Lord Milner: * Well, then, change your
proposal into ours.”

Lord Milner: ““I do not believe that the British Government
is prepared to go any further to meet you than they have done
in their last proposal. They think that they have already gone
far in their efforts for peace—further, indeed, than the general
opinion of the British public would warrant.”

Lord Kitchener:  The difference between our proposals
seems to be too great.”

Commandant-General Botha : “ We shall always remain under
the supervision of the British Government.”

Lord Kitchener: “ Will you then consider yourselves British
subjects ? ‘ Supervision’ is a new word, and ‘ suzerainty * has
already caused us too much trouble.”

Judge Hertzog: * The idea is not so very new. There are
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# oral kinds Memnt States, all belonging to the British
pire. For instance, there is Basutoland.”
-ord Milner : * There are many different kinds, but-this one
is a new variety.” K

Judge Hertzog: “ If\ya{r Excellencies could only understand
us! We have no wish to lose-2 single minute. We have been
to the nation, and we know what-the nation wants and what
their temperis. If, then, we are to make a proposal here, it must
be :—Firstly, a proposal which shall meet the English Govern-
ment in a fair way; and, secondly, a proposal which we are
honestly convinced will be acceptable to our nation. And such
a proposal we have laid before you. And now we are placed in
a disadvantageous position, for we are here before your Excel-
lencies, who have not full power finally to decide the matter.”

Lord Kitchener: “We are in the same position as your-
selves.”

Judge Hertzog : “ We offer you here what we know is in ac-
cordance with the mind of the nation; we cannot p0551b1y do
anything that is against it.”

Lord Milner: “ Are we to understand that the Middelburg
proposals are not according to the mind of your people ? ”

General Smuts: “ As yet no answer has been given to them.
The only decision come to by the national meeting is that which
we are now laying before you.”

Lord Kitchener : ““ Are you prepared to set aside your present
proposal and to hand in another one bearing a closer resemblance
to that of Middelburg? We must try and find some middle
course ; and as we ate here to endeavour to arrive at something
definite, let us try to obtain a basis for discussion. Shall we
make a new proposal ?

General Smuts : . ““ As soon as there is a final answer to our
proposal we shall be able to take a fresh one into consideration.”

Lord Milner : “I believe that the fact that you have refused
to enter upon the proposal made by the British Government
justifies us in not considering your proposal. Let us rathgr say
that your very refusal implies your answer to what we have pro-
pom,)

General Smuts : “ I understand the position to be as follows—
The British Government has declined our proposals, and at the
same time holds fast to the old basis, but w1thout prejudice to
its power of making a new proposal.”
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Lord Milner : “ The whole difference betweet; you and myself
is that I take the letter of 7th March to be tl}e/ utmost concession
that the British Government is able to gfant; not that that
letter binds us down to every clause of the proposal but that it
is an indication of how far our Goven;ment is prepared to go on
the general question: Your answer; however, is no answer at all.”

Lord Kitchener then read-his telegram, dated 14th April.
[ A difficulty has arisen in getting on with the proceedings; the
representatives state that constitutionally they have no power
to discuss terms based on the surrender of independence, inas-
much as only the burghers can agree to such a basis. Therefore,
if they were to propose terms, it would put them in a false posi-
tion with regard to the people. If, however, His Majesty’s
Government could state the terms which, subsequently to a
relinquishment of independence, they would be prepared to
grant, the representatives, after asking for the necessary ex-
planations, and without any expression of approval or disap-
proval, would submit such conditions to their people.”] “ Clearly
you have not kept to what you undertook in this telegram.”

Commander-in-Chief de Wet : * If it had only been a question
of our feelings being hurt by having to give an answer on the
basis proposed to us by the British then it would not have been
necessary for the people to come together at Vereeniging. But
in matter of fact we have come here with a proposal, which,
rightly understood, is nearly equivocal to the Middelburg pro-
posal, and which meets the wishes of the English Government as
far as possible.”

Commandant-General Botha: “I do not see why we should
insist so much on our proposal: 1If it is not to the mind of your
Excellencies, if it is an unacceptable proposal, then let us have
a definite answer to it.”

Lord Milner: “ We wish to have an answer to the proposal
made by us.” . :

General Smuts: “ I do not see that any proposal has been
made by the British Government. A certain basis only has
been laid down, and therefore no formal answer is required.

Lord Milner : * Our proposal is six times as definite as yours,
and I believe that the British Government is justified in wanting
to know if your people are inclined to come to terms on the general
lines which have been placed before them.”

Lord Kitchener : * Here is quite an original suggestion : How
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would it be if you were to go bac.
if they would not make a proposan. alter them.”

General Smuts : “ You must wizument was originally written
proposal, with afi {hat took place i Middelburg proposals. But
people. Their answer was neithe, this document is now drawn-
simply elected the delegates. Théon to formulate the propﬂsals .
glven any answer. They are still €Oy “GeLivq.i~-~c@cter, and,
in order to gain time, they have coms, .sioned us to see whether
we could not come to some arrangement.”

Milner : “ We are getting away from the sub]ect Tell
us wha alterations you want, and then place our proposal before
your people.”

Lord Kitchener : *“ Should you agree that your proposal is not
in . opposition to the annexation, we shall have accomplished
something.”

General Smuts: “Is it your opinion that our proposal must
be set aside ? :

Lord Kitchener: “Yes, surely. It is impossible for us-to
act on it.”’ ' )

Lord Milner: “It is impossible for us to take your proposal
into consideration. We can send it to England, but this would
certainly tend to hinder the negotiations. This is my personal
opinion, which natura.lly you are not bound to accept. All that
we can say is, that this is the only answer that we can give you.”

Lord Kitchener : “ It would be better to draw up a new docu-
ment, in which everything of importance would be noted down,
and all unimportant matters left out.”

General Smuts: “ But paragraph 3 of our proposal has not
even’ been mentioned. We are prepared to cede a part of our
territory.”

Lord Milner: * This would be in contradiction to the an-
nexation of the whole. If the whole becomes annexed by us, how
then can a part be ceded by you ?

General Smuts : “ The ceded part would then become a Crown
Colony, the remaining part being governed as is here proposed.”

Lord Milner: “You mean that one part would become a
British Colony of the ordinary type, and another part a protected
Republic ? *

. Lord Kitchener: “Two forms of government in the same
country would lead to great friction. Our proposals are too
divergent. From a military point of view, the two forms of
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. Lord Milner : “ The whole di.
is that I take the letter of 7th M

that the British Government jyrned till the afternoon.

letter binds us down to every ymmission disciissed the situation,

is an indication of how far our i i ;
thf general question; Your aﬂlt;,r tiehberate on several points with

The Jfééfﬁ'&ﬂep;ﬂea again ‘at four o’clock:

Lord Milner: “In consequence of an informal conversation
with General Smuts, Lord Kitchener and I have drawn up a
document, which will show the form in which, as we think, the
only agreement that can be arrived at must be worded. Itisa
draft document, and we believe the Governments will be able to
signit. Ouridea is that after it has been taken into consideration
here it might be laid before the burghers, and you could ask them,
¢ Are you willing that we should put our signatures to it ?*

This document ran as follows :—** The undersigned, leaders of
the Boer forces in the Veldt, accepting, in their own name, and
in that of the said burghers, the annexations as mentioned in the
proclamations of Lord Roberts, dated respectively the z4th May,
in the year of our Lord, nineteen hundred, and number 15, dated
1st day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred,
and accepting as a consequence thereof their status of British
citizens, agree herewith immediately to lay down their weapons,
and to hand over all guns, small arms, ammunition, and stores
in their possession, or under their hold, and to cease all further
resistance against the Government of His Majesty King Edward
Seventh, or his successors. They do this trusting in the assurance
of His Majesty’s Government that neither their personal freedom
nor their property shall be taken away from them, or from the
burghers who surrender with them ; and that the future action
of His Majesty's Government in relation to the consequences of
the war shall be in harmony with the declaration mentioned
below. It is clearly understood that all burghers who at present
are prisoners of war, in order to be able to enjoy the above-
meptioned assurance, will have to notify their acceptance of the
status of British citizens.”

Commandant-General Botha: “ Are we to understand that
our proposal is now altogether rejected ? *

Lord Milner and Lord Kitchener: * Yes.”

Commandant-General Botha : “ Then I understand that you
are going to be guided only by the Middelburg proposals ? *
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Lord Kitchener: “ No; we can alter them.”

Lord Milner : . “ This draft document was originally written
out in order to be annexed to the Middelburg proposals But
instead of the Mldﬁelbmg proposals, this document is now drawn
up, in order to placg, us in the position to formulate the proposals
differently.”

General Smuts: [ If the idea is then that the Mlddelburg
proposals should be amended, would it not be best to do so now,
and then to annex them to this document ? ”’

Lord Milner ;: “ That which will take the place of the Middel-
burg proposals has to be added as a schedule to this document,
and we have to work out this schedule together.”

General Smuts: “I think it would be far better if you were
to alter the proposal yourselves, and then lay it before us for
consideration ; we could then see what we could do to meet you.”

Lord Kitchener: “1I think that a sub-committee should be
formed by you in order to draw up the schedule,”

Lord Milner : ““ My idea is that the schedule should be drawn
up, so that it and the document could be taken into consideration
together.”

General Smuts : * We should like to consider first whether we
will help in drawing it up.”

Lord Milner : “ I am willing to draw it up in conjunction with
you, or to let it be drawn up by you alone, but, from past ex-
perience, I must decline to draw it up by myself.”

General Smuts : “ If we were to sign this document, would not
the outcome be that we leaders made ourselves responsible for
the laying down of arms by our burghers.”

Lord Milner: “Yes. And should your men not lay down
their arms it would be a great misfortune.”

Lord Kitchener : * I do not think so, for if some of the burghers
refused to lay down their arms, the signatories could not help it.
There are sure to be some who are dissatisfied.”

General Smuts: “ The document does not mention this,”

Lord Kitchener: It can be amended.” °

General De la Rey: ‘ Well, then, there can be no peace,
for one part of the burghers will hold back and continue the
war,”

Lord Milner: *“ If the natxonal meeting agrees to give you power
to sign this document, it will certainly mean that the burghers
as a whole are agreeable ; and those who after this do not submit
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will be—well, I do not know wha't I can call thera——outlaws. - But
we will not consider such an éventuality possible.”

General Botha :. “ We desire a peace that will be honourable

‘to both parties. And, as I understand this document, we are
leaving honour behind us, for we are now not only surrendering
our ‘independenres, but we are allowmg every burgher to be
fettered hand and foot. Where is the ‘ honourable peace’ for
us ? If we conclude peace, we have to do it as men who have
to live and die here. We must not agree to a peace which leaves
behind in the hearts of one party a wound that will never heal.
I will do everything in my power to obtain peace. But it seems
to me that this document asks too much of us, because, if I in-
terpret it aright, it means that we must surrender our inde-
pendence, that every one must give up his weapons, and that
the leaders, in addition, must sign an undertaking to this
effect.”

Lord Milner : *“ All that we wish is that the people should live
peacefully together as British citizens. If we do not obta.m this,
then I do not know what we do obtain.”

Lord Kitchener: *“I do not think that the Commandant-
General realizes what the schedule contains. In it we state what
we areready to grant. Perhaps it would be best that the schedule
should be aranged now, and then you wxll see that an honourable
peace is proposed.”

General Botha: * Well, then, explam the document.”

Lords Kitchener and Milner : “ You are to help us : we do not
know what the burghers demand.”

Commander-in-Chief de Wet : “ By signing this document we
shall place ourselves in the position which the Commandant-
General has so clearly described.”

General Dela Rey : “ We cannot form a judgment on anything
that is not propetly elaborated. I have no objection to the con-
stitution of a sub-committee with the duty of helping in the
work.”

‘Commandant-General Botha : * I also have no objection, since
I understand that it binds nobody to anything.”

Lord Kitchener: “ No, nobody will be bound.”

General De la Rey : * We wish to have the matter concluded,
so that we may know what is before us.”

Commander-in-Chief de Wet : * I should like to have it clearly
understood that I do not think there is the least chance of a

450



) {?{Aﬂ*jpENDIX' B

Government of which Lords Kitchener and Milner are the heads-
being accepted./  n arrangement of this nature would, it seems
to me, be an msmmountablg dificulty. When I feel so strongly
in this matter, it would / fair to their Excellencies for me
to remain silent.”

Lord Kitchener: “I ti\nk it would be better if General de
Wet were to wait until he has seen the whole document before he
gives his opinion.”

It was then agreed that Judge Hertzog and General Smuts
should act as a sub-committee, in order to draw up a complete
draft with Lord Kitchener, who was to be a,ss.lsted by Sir Richard
Solomon.

The meeting then adjourned.

On Wednesday, 21st May, 1902, the ference reassembled.

.Lord Milner laid before the meetit © ~ / went which he
bad drawn up with the help of the /. Itwasin
the form of a contract, and the n " __abers of both

Governments were now filled in. The document was the same
as that telegraphed, with the exception of Article 11, dealing with
the notes and receipts and the sum of three million pounds.-

It was read in Dutch and English, and ran as § ows :—

“ General Lord Kitchener of Khartoum, Commander-in-Chief,

"and His Excellency Lord Milner, High Commissioner, on behalf
of the British Government ;

“ Messrs. S. D. Burger, F. W. Reitz, Louis Botha, J. H. De la
Rey, L. J. Meyer, and J. C. Krogh, on behalf of the. Government
of the South African Republic and its burghers ;

“ Messrs. M., T. Steyn, W. J. C. Brebner, C. R. de Wet, J. B.
M. Hertzog, and C. H. Olivier, on behalf of the Government of
the Orange Free State and its burghers, being anxious to put
an end to the existing hostilities, agree on the following points :—

“ Firstly, the burgher forces now in the Veldt shall at once lay
down their arms, and surrender all the guns, small arms and war
stores in their wctual possession, or of which they have cognizance;
and shall refrain from any further opposition to the autherity
of His Majesty ng Edward VIIL., whom they acknowledge
as their lawful sovereign.

“ The manner and details of this surrender sha]l be arranged
by Lord Kitchener, Commandant-General Botha, Assistant
Commandant-General J. H. De la Rey, and Commander-ln -Chief
de Wet.
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“ Secondly, burghers in the Veldt beyond the frontiers of the
Transvaal and of the Orange River Colony shall, on their sur-
render, be brought back to their homes.

* Thirdly, all prisoners of war, being at the time burghers out
of South Africa, shall, on their declaring that they accept this
status of subjects of His Majesty King Edward VII., be brought
back to the farms on which they were living before the war.

“ Fourthly, the burghers who thus surrender, or who thus
return, shall lose neither their personal freedom nor their pro-

erty. .
P “ Fifthly, no judicial proceedings, civil or criminal, shall be
taken against any of the burghers who thus return for any action
of theirs in connexion with the carrying on of the war. -

“ Sixthly, the Dutch language shall be taught in the public
schools of the Transvaal and of the Orange River Colony, where
‘the parents of the children demand it ; and shall be admitted in
the courts of justice, wherever this is required for the better and
more effective administration of justice.

‘“ Seventhly, the possession of rifles shall, on taking out a
licence in accordance with the law, be permitted in the Transvaal
and in the Orange River Colony, to persons who require them
for their protection.

“ Eighthly, military administration in the Transvaal and in
the Orange River Colony shall, as soon as possible, be followed
by civil government; and, as soon as circumstances permit it,
a representative system tending towards autonomy shall be
introduced.

_ ‘Ninthly, the question of granting the franchise to the natives
shall not be decided until a representative constitution has been
granted.

¢ Tenthly, no special tax shall be laid on landed property in
the Transvaal and Orange River Colony to meet the expenses of
the war.

“ Eleventhly, a judicial Commission shall be appointed, to
which the government bank notes, issued under Law No. 1 of
the South African Republic, may be presented within six months.
All such notes, if found to have been duly issued in conformity
with the terms of the law, and if the presenting party shall have
given consideration in value, shall be honoured, but without
interest.

“ All receipts issued in the Veldt by the officers of the late
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Republics, _ vy their orders, .. -bich the Republics b, jhtain
Commission within six months ; ancgland. sr.
fide in exchange for goods used by the Slﬁvf;‘h?ve fought he,,,
shall be paid'. ‘ull to the persons to whor i B0 more than fair
issued. ) )

“The amount payable on account of the said Govérifh YOUr
notes and receipts shall not exceed £3,000,000, and in case e
whole amount of such notes and receipts accepted by the Com-
mission should exceed that amount, a pro rata reduction shall be
made.

“The prisoners of war shall be given facilities to present their
notes and receipts within the above-mentioned six months.

“ Twelfthly, as soon as circumstances shall permit, there
shall be appointed in each district of the Transvaal and of the
Orange River Colony a Commission, in which the inhabitants
of that district shall be represented, under the chairmanship of
a magistrate or other official, with a view to assist in the bringing
back of the people to their farms, and in procuring for those who,
on account of losses through the war, are unable to provide for
themselves, food, shelter, and such quantities of seed, cattle,
implements, etc., as are necessary for the resuming of their
previous callings. Funds for this purpose, repayable by instal-
ments extending over a number of years, shall be advanced—
free of interest—by the Government.” .

Lord Milner: ‘‘If we come to an agreement, it will be the
English document which will be wired to England, on which His
Majesty’s Government will decide, and which will be signed.”

Commandant-General Botha : “ Will not a Dutch translation
be annexed ? " - :

Lord Milner : “ I have no objection to the addition of a Dutch
translation. This, then, is the document which we are prepared
to lay before the English Government.”

Commandant-General Botha: ‘ There are a few points on
which I wish to speak. The first is in reference to the receipts
given by our officers. It seems to me quite right that they
should be mentioned in the paragraph about government notes.
These receipts were issued, in accordance with instructions given
by our Government, for the purchase of cattle, grain, and other
necessaries for the support of our commandos; and the chief
officers now present, as well as all other officers, have acted ac-
cording to these instructions and issued receipts. Therefore I
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“ Secondly, burghers in the V-3€ receipts were atw.. ~~A< paid
Transvaal and of the Ora~d government notes. But ma.., were
render, be brought bar0t believe that the amount is great, but it

* Thirdly, all rr= hands to be able to take up this affair honour-
of South *w= nonour is concerned in so far as we have signed the
gt~+-4pts. It will be a great point in our favour to be able to go
"before our delegates and tell them that they are guaranteed on

this point, for most of them are officers.”

Lord Kitchener: I understand that General Botha refers
not to commandeer or requisition notes, but only to actual re-
ceipts issued on the Treasury.”

Lord Milner: “I do not see any difference between these
receipts and commandeer notes. The willingness of persons to
sell goods makes no difference in a legal document.” )

Lord Kitchener : “ I mean that it makes a difference whether
it is an order on the Treasury or a requisition note. I should
limit this (guarantee) to receipts on the Treasury, issued in
-consequence of a law that permitted a certain sum to be issued.”

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: ‘ No decision was come to in
the Free State as to how much was to be issued.”

Lord Kitchener: *“ Am I to understand by this that it is an
unlimited amount, or does it come within the amount decided on
by the Volksraad ? *

General Smuts : “ While the Government existed the Volks-
raad empowered it to issue notes up to a certain amount. And
this was done. Moreover the officers in the Veldt had the right
to make purchases for the commandos and to give receipts for
‘them.”

Lord Milner: “1 can see no difference between receipts and
requisition notes, and they have been issued for an unlimited
amount.”

General Smuts : * These receipts were issued under a totally
different law. They were not paid out of the credit voted by
the Volksraad.”

‘Gommander-in-Chief de Wet : * I would have it clearly under-
stood-that I quite agree with what has been said by the Com-
mandant-General, namely that the honour of every officer is
engaged for these documents, and if your Excellencies agree it
will give us a strong weapon with which to return to the dele-
gates.”

Lord Milner : * The proposal is de facio that the British Govern-
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ment s repay a]l the ich the Republics b, obtain

with the rb]ect of fighting'y, _V%anland ” o In
Commander-in-Chief de W {et we have fought h(.“,,
ably; and if we give up our in iencg it is no more than fair

that you should meet us in this ma..er.”

Commarndant-General Botha: “Am ™ to understand your
position to be that we must surrender everything, and that whilst
you take away the freedom of our country (which amounts to
many millions) you at the same time refuse all responsibility for
our debts. We had been recognized by you as belligerent, and
so are entirely in our rights in asking that when you seize the
riches of the country you shall also take its debts upon your
shoulders. So long as the British Government reaches the great
goal at which it is aiming, a matter so easily arranged as this
should not cause any difficulty : we are not bickering about
trifles, but are bringing forward what to us is a real hardship, and
you must take it for granted that when we say something here we
really mean it. And now we tell you that this matter is an
obstacle in our way. Personally, we have not signed many
receipts : it was the officers of lower rank who signed the greater
number, and it is these very officers who form the majority of the
national meeting at Vereeniging. In some instances, I may add,
special persons were appointed for the purpose of carrying out
this work.”

Lord Milner : ‘“ We do not take over the assets without taking
- also the liabilities, We take over all the debts owed by the
country before the war, and we have even agreed to take over a
debt—a legal debt—in the shape of notes, which notes we are fully
aware it only became necessary to issue on -account of the war,
and thus we are already paying a part of the cost incurred in
fighting us. T think this is a very great concession ;- and when
I agreed that it should be put down I said that I believed (and
I still am of the same opinion) that the English Government
would take exception to it, although I hope that this will not be
the case. But to go further than this, and to ask us to pay not
only a debt contracted under a law for the furtherance of the
war, but also every debt contracted by every officer in the armies
of both Republics, for the purpose of fighting us, is to my mind a
most extravagant proposal. In answer to what General Botha
has said, I may observe that the Commission appears to think
that we have no persons behind us whose feelings and prejudices
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w 1se that word) we ar¢ bound 5 take into consideration.
SeGhatter causes a difficelty among your burghers, I can only

Transpat I am sure that your proposal will cause the British
Government the greatest trouble when dealing with the nation,
with whose feelings they have to reckon.” -

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: I should like to explain the
position of the Orange Free State. In the Transvaal a law was
passed empowering the Government to issue £1,000,000; but
in the Orange Free State nothing was done, as the Government
possessed the right to pay with receipts, and we thought that
a receipt was as good and as legal as a note ; and therefore, from
my point of view, the two are of equal importance.”

Commandant-General Botha : “I might point out that we
should not insist so much on the technical meaning of words—
and this is especially true for your side, because we have as-
sembled here with the aim of stopping the hostilities which cause
you such great expenses every month ; and our meeting may be
able to bring these expenses to an end. Therefore, if you accept
our proposal and pay these receipts, you might save almost
enough to cover the cost you incur. It would be much cheaper to
make an end of the war by co-operation than to let matters drift
on. Therefore I believe that it is the duty of both parties to be
willing to make concessions when obstacles appear.” .

General de Wet: “I can assure His Excellency, Lord Milner,
that the people always believed that should everything be lost
they still would be able to obtain this money due on receipts.
If this is not granted, I cannot imagine what the results will be.
I am afraid of the consequences; and I trust that you will do
your best to meet our wishes.”

Commandant-General Botha: “ It will not be a very large
sum, but we cannot give you the exact amount.”
> Commander-in-Chief de Wet: “ You can well understand that
our expenses are only a drop in the ocean compared with yours.
If I am right, the Orange Free State had three-quarters of a
million when the war began, and the issue of receipts only started
when that sum was exhausted. Your Excellencies must ac-
knowledge that we have the same obligation of creditor through
these receipts as we should have in any other case.”

Commandant-General Botha : * You have already many of our
notes in your possession. In one case alone there were fifty
thousand hidden away, and found by you. I have stated pri-
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vately to Lord Milner that what we are now striving to obtain
has already been granted to us de facto by Lord Kitchener. In
Lord Kitchener’s Middelburg proposal the paying of the govern-
ment ndtes was refused, but there was a proviso that the receipts
should be.paid to the amount of one million. Should this now
be withdrawn, surely such a withdrawal would form a deviation
from the Middelburg proposal. The paying of notesislegal, and
is on quite another footing, and I cannot understand how it could
have been refused in the Middelburg proposal. That it should
be granted now is only reasonable. But as regards the payment
of receipts, although it was allowed then up to a certain amount,
it is now withdrawn. At this present stage of the proceedings
I think that a point which had already been practically conceded
in the previous negotiations should not be allowed to form a
stumbling-block to a final agreement. I believe that the amount
is only small ; I was for one year in conjunction with De la Rey
in command of the forces of the South African -Republic. During
that period of time an account was kept of all the receipts, and
only a short time back the books were still in our possession.
These receipts were issued in an orderly manner, and each of them
was duly entered in a book, as far as I was able to judgé. These
receipts amounted to quite a small sum; and although Lord
Milner would draw back if the sum was very big, the question how
far he will go can be settled when the proposal is accepted. Yet
I personally think that there are no grounds for fear, and the
amount is really far smaller than you imagine.”

Lord Milner: “I do not think it is so much a question of
amount. This paying of notes and requisition notes appears
to me very unreasonable. I believe that in this matter I am only
voicing the opinion of the great majority of the British nation
when I say that my countrymen would much prefer to pay a
large sum at the conclusion of hostilities with the object of better-
ing the condition of the people who have been fighting against
them than to pay a much smaller sum to meet the costs incurred
by the Republics during the war. Whether such a view is zight
or wrong, it is a view you have to reckon with. We do not wish
to pay the accounts of both parties; and my opinion of the
clause quoted from the Middelburg proposal is that that clause
was one of its faults. But should anything of the kind become
necessary, then I think that the paying of the notes is less ob-
jectionable than the paying of the requisition notes. I placed this
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point about the payment of notes in the draft because I thought
that if it came to a choice between paying one or the other you
would prefer that the notes should be paid. However, if it
should be thought better to return on this point to the Middelburg
proposal, although I am greatly against the clause, I will waive
my objection to it if Lord Kitchener is agreeable. -

General Smuts: “I am afraid that we cannot agree to this
for we thought that the notes would be beyond all dispute.”

Judge Hertzog : ‘‘ I donot think that your Excellency is repre-
senting the matter fairly when you say that you will not pay
the bills of both parties. There is one thing to be taken into
consideration as regards the Orange Free State, and which must
be considered before everything else, and that is, that we have
made no loans, nor have we given any government notes. ‘The
notes we used were notes of the South African Republic, which
had been sent to the Orange Free State. Our law was formed
on the idea that in case of war all the costs should be paid by
commission notes. The Orange Free State acted on this prin-
ciple, and receipts were issued. If we take into consideration at
the same time that we have been and still are recognized by you as
belligerent, then we can only say: On our side we surrender
everything that we possess, and we only ask the other party to
acknowledge the fact that if we had contracted a loan it would
have been to the charge of the British Government, who, in
taking everything from us, renders itself responsible for our
public loans. Lord Milner should understand that it is of just
as much importance to us for the receipts to be paid as it is to
the South African Republic for the loan, which it contracted
before the war, to be taken over by the British Government.
But I can even go further and give Lord Milner the assurance
that we have acted more economically when issuing these re-
ceipts than we should have done had we contracted the loan
previous to the war. Now we have only what is absolutely
necessary to meet our present needs. So that Lord Milner must
own.that we find ourselves in the same position towards those who
are in possession of receipts, as we should have occupied towards
any other creditor we might have had before the war began.
I must give my support to what the Commandant-General has
said; and I can only repeat what I have already informally
told Lord Milper, namely, that this difficulty is almost insur-
mountable.”
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Lord Milner: “ We can refer this to our Government. But
your proposal is altogether antagonistic to the Middelburg pro-
posal, which absolutely rejected the idea of taking over all the
debts of the two States.”

Lord Kitchener: *I should like to know the amount.”

General De la Rey: “ My issue of notes amounts to between
twenty and s fty thousand pounds; but I cannot say what the
issue in receipt has been.”

Lord Milner : * There really is a feasible compromise, namely,
to allow the notes and receipts to come in and to establish the
suggested limit of £1,000,000.”

Lord Kitchener : “ Would that meet your difficulty ? ”

Commandant-General Botha : “ No.”

Lord Kitchener : * Well, would two or three million be suffi-
cient ? We must have a limit before we can do anything.”

Commander-in-Chief de Wet : ‘“ It is impossible to stipulate
the amount.”

Lord Kitchener : * If you were in a position to give a limit,
it would simplify matters.”

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: *I agree with that entirely,
and I can quite understand the position in which you are placed.
Yet it is absolutely impossible to assign an amount. Will you
give us your permission to adjourn for a moment in order to
discuss the matter ? ”

The meeting was then adjourned.. It reassembled at 2.30 p.m.

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: * We have agreed to fix on a
sum of £3,000,000 for the government notes and receipts ; their
amount paid pro rafa can be lowered should this sum prove
insufficient, We have drawn up an article to lay before the
meeting.”

General Smuts then read a draft which was inserted at the
end of Article 11 in the draft agreement.

In answer to a question by Lord Kitchener, Commander-in-
Chief de Wet said: *“ The prisoners of war on the different
islands who are in possession of such notes should be given an
opportunity of sending them in for payment.”

Lord Milner: “ What is the next pomt you wish to raise ?
We now understand what your position is.’

Commandant-General Botha: “ Am I to understand that
you mean that we are getting away from the point in discus-
sion ? :
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Lord Milner: “ This document coptains your view of the
matter, so we are now aware of your idea.”

Commandant-General Botha : “ We must know what to say
to the delegates.”

Lord Kitchener: “Is this the only point you wish to bring
forward, or are there others in addition ? ”

Commandant-General Botha : * There is another concerning
the protection of debtors, which is a vital question for us.”

Lord Milner : ““We must not have any beating about the bush.
Everything must appear in the document.”

General Smuts : * Most of the debts contracted before the war
will have to be paid after the war ; and if the debtors cannot pay
we are afraid that it will result in the ruin of a great part of the
inhabitants. We should like to see steps taken to prevent this.
If Lord Milner intends to take such steps, we should like to be
informed what they are.”

Lord Milner : “I think it would be best if you were to make
a proposal on this point.”

General Smuts: ‘ Qur proposal is roughly that all interest
which became payable during the war should be joined to the
principal, and that this should be payable six months after the
war.”

Lord Kitchener: “Is it necessary to make a proposal about
this ?

General Smuts: “ If the Government is prepared to meet us
in this difficulty it will be unnecessary to place a formal clause
in the draft agreement.”

Lord Milner: ““ As I look at the matter, ‘the Govemment is
making certain promises in this document, and I consider that
all promises to which a reference may be made later should appear -
in it. Everything to which the Government is asked to bind
itself should appear in this document, and nothing else. I do
not object to clauses being added, but I wish to prevent any
possible misunderstanding.”

General Smuts : “ Well, in that case we are quite wxllmg to
propose such a paragraph.”

Commandant-General Botha: * We waive this questlon, S0
that early measures may be taken to artive at an understanding.
In case a great number of the inhabitants become subjects of
His Majesty, it is to every one’s interest, and principally to that
of the Government, that these people should not be ruined.
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They will be thrown upon the mercy of a Government, whose
duty it is to study their interests. 'If steps are not taken to
prevent it, speculators who have been buying up the liabilities
will, as soon as peace is concluded, énforce them, and directly the
Courts of Justice are opened they will issue summonses. Against
this we have to be on our guard.”

Lord Milner: “I agree with the Commandant-General. I
think that as these people become subjects of His Majesty, then
some provision will have to be made for them. But I believe
it to be neither necessary nor advisable to point out in every
particular case the way in which His Majesty’s Government has
to provide for these people. I think that an idea exists—perhaps
it is a very natural idea—because we have been fighting against
the burghers that, therefore, after peace has been concluded we
shall still retain a feeling of enmity against them. Just the
opposite, however, is the truth. Our endeavour will naturally
be, from the moment hostilities cease, to gain the confidence of
the people and to do our best to promote their welfare. But
if we have to bind ourselves.beforehand in regard to the manner
in which we shall deal with all sorts of involved legal questions,
further misunderstandings are certain to occur. If you have not
confidence in us—that we shall try to be a righteous Government,
and to maintain the balance between the different classes of His
Majesty’s subjects—then you must put in writing every point
that strikes you, and let them be laid before His Majesty’s
Government, to see what they think about them.”

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: I trust that you will not
think that we are trying to tie the hands of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment. There are many other points which will give the Govern-
ment ‘opportunity to win the confidence of the people. But
about things which concern the financial position of burghers
who are entirely ruined we feel it our duty to obtain definite
promises. They will be a weapon in our hands when we return
to the delegates.”

Commandant-General Botha: “I do not quite understand,
Lord Milner. I did not interpret Mr. Chamberlain’s telegram
in the sense that we had to present new proposals in order to
bind our hands further. I thought that proposals were to be
made with a view to establishing peace.”

Lord Kitchener: “I do not think that it is altogether neces-
sary to include this proposal in the document: It concerns the
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very involved legal questions as to what the rights of creditor
and debtor shall be, and as to what the law in the Transvaal may
be on the matter. I think that every one can rest assured that
the interests of the Boers will be protected by the Government in
every way ; and this, whether the point is put down now or
left in the hands of the Government, with the recommendation
from this Commission to take the matter into serious con-
sideration.

I think that I knowof a better way to deal with this involved
question. Let this matter be brought under the consideration
of the Government. I may be mistaken, but, as far as I can see,
it will prove a very thorny question for the lawyers, and will take
a long time before it can be clearly stated. It is, however, the
wish of us all that you should return to the delegates equipped
in such a way that you will be able to arrive at a decision. You
may rest assured that the matter which you have brought before
us has been included in the minutes of this meeting. I do not
think that it is necessary for you to go further than this. The
matter can now be carefully considered, not only here, but also
in England ; and you may be quite sure that your interests will
receive, in every way, full consideration.”

General De la Rey : “I think that the matter has been suffi-
ciently discussed in the presence of your Excellencies, and that
it need not be placed in the draft contract, for by so domg one
might stumble on legal questions.”

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: * This is my point of view:
There are two parties, and one of them is about to cease to exist.
It is, therefore, natural that this party cannot allow a vital
question to pass unnoticed. It is for this reason that I cannot
agree that this matter should be omitted from the draft contract.
It will not be necessary that the military Government whick now
exists should continue after the war.”

Lord Kitchener: “ But the question will have to be settled
by the Civil Government. It is a matter for lawyers, and must
be laid before them, and will require much consideration.”

Commandant-General Botha: “ When hostilities are con-
cluded will it be possible to summon a burgher for a debt con-
tracted before the war? I put this request because our law
states that no burgher can be summoned till sixty days have
elapsed since the conclusion of peace.”

Lord Kitchener : ‘ You may entirely rely upon this, that when-
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ever the war is over each burgher will have the'absolute right to
obtain consideration for his position in every way, and that his
interests will be protected under the new as under the old
régime.”

Commandant-General Botha : “I understand that perfectly..
But the possibility exists that syndicates may be formed to buy
up all the debts, and the people may be ruined before a single
burgher is in the position to earn anything or to have his position
restored.”

Lord Kitchener : “I.quite agree with what the Commandant-
General has said, and he is quite right to bring the question up.
Yet I do not think that the draft contract is the best place in
which to bring it forward. Once peace is a fact, then it will be
the duty of every one to draw the attention of the Government
to what is required to aid the nation ; but to bring up difficulties at
the present moment, and to attempt to right them, seems to bean
endless task, and one for which this document was not destined.”

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: ““ I am of opinion that this is a
matter which should be settled by a proclamation ; but I want
to have as many weapons as possible in my hands when I return
to the national delegates, and one of the first questions- that
will be asked me is this: ‘What guarantee do we possess that
we shall not be ruined by our creditors ?”’ It would not be much
trouble to you to give us now a draft of the proclamation which
would be issued as soon as peace is concluded.”

Lord Kitchener: “ But this would be something qulte apart
from the matter under discussion.”

Commander-in-Chief de Wet : “ Yes.

Lord Milner : ‘“ What is the good, then ? ”

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: “It is such a vital question
for us that you cannot take it amiss if we insist upon it, for we
have to give up everything.”

Lord Kitchener : “ Of course, no one is blaming you.”

Lord Milner: “ But without any thought of blame, I must
point out that the effect of their proposal would be that another
clause would have to be inserted in the draft contract, under-
taking that such a proclamation would be issued.”

Lord Kitchener: ' I think that as long as the delegates re-
ceive an assurance that the Government will take this matter
into consideration, in the interests of their subjects, whom they
are bound to protect, that such an assurance ought to suffice..
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There should be no written undertaking, but only a promise that
the matter shall receive attention. It is not advisable after the
subject has been brought before the Government to press the
matter further. The feelings of the burghers, moreover, in other
ways than this, will be brought before Lord Milner.”

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: ‘ If we wished to do so, we
could insist upon many other little pomts but we only bring up
vital questions.”

_Lord Kitchener: * This is one of the questions which, when -
once brought under the consideration of the Government, cannot
be put aside; and you may tell the burghers that their interests
will be protected as fully as is possible. I think that, in so com-
plicated a matter, this ought to be sufficient for them. All that
is debated here is recorded in the minutes, and these minutes
will be considered not only here, but also in England. Are you
satisfied with this ? »

Commandant-General Botha: * Yes, so far as I am con-
cerned.”

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: * I also am satisfied.”

Lord Milner: “I hope it is quite understood that if the
matter is allowed to remain where it is, my Government will be
under no obligation to treat the matter in any particular way.”

Lord Kitchener: “ But there is a pledge that the matter will
be properly considered.”

Lord Milner: “ Yes, naturally, if we put anything down in
writing. I am convinced that it is necessary to make it quite
clear that this document must contain everything about which
there is anything in the form of a pledge.”

Lord Kitchener : * There is, then, a pledge that the point upon
which you have touched will be considered in your interests.”

General Smuts: ‘ There still remains the question of the
payment of receipts.”

Lord Kitchener: ‘‘ That will be placed before the Govern-
ment. The sum is an essential point; I believe the amount to
be considerable. I should now like to know that it is understood
that we are agreed about all these draft proposals, including your
amendments, and that there are no further questions to be
brought forward—it is necessary to know this, as they would
have to be telegraphed to England.”

Commander-m Chief de Wet: “ We have no further points
to raise.” :
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Lord :Milner: * The telegmm that I shall despatch is as
follows :

. *The. Commxssxon is prepa.red to - lay ‘before their

burgher meeting the. followmg document (in the event

of it being sanctioned by His Majesty’s Government),
. and to ask of the,meeting a *“ Yes” or “ No.”’

“Ts that satisfactory 2

Commander-in-Chief de Wet : * Yes, natura]ly _Only I can-
not say that this document has my approval. Yet T shall be:
content to'abide by the decision of the delegates,”

Judge Hertzog : ““I should not like to think that we are bound
to use our mﬂuence with'the delégates,”

Lord Milner: “ I think that is understood: T understand that
the members. of fhe Commission are not bound i in respect of the
opxmons ‘they may' express, before the’ burghers They are only
bound, if the British Government approves of the document,
to lay it before the people., 1 propose to send the ', followmg
telegram ;

“The Comrmssxon is prepared ‘to lay the follovvmg
document before the burgher ‘meeting at Vereeniging,
for a “ Yes™ or *No "™ vote, in the event of Hxs Males-
ty’s Government approvmg of it.’

“T want also to state that we have completely dev1ated from
the Middelburg proposal. - I believe everyone is fully aware that
the Middelburg' proposal has been annulled altogéther. - ‘Should
an agreement be arranged in’ conformity with' this -document,
and signed, then no attempt must be made to eéxplain the
document, or its terms, by anything in the Mlddelbutg proposa] 2

- The meetmg was now ad]oumed

VVED\IESDAY Mav ‘2878, 1902. ‘ D
N -

The Cormmssmn met. Lord Kitchener and Lord Milner. -at
eleven o’clock with the purpose of hearing the.British Govern-
ment’s answer to the draft proposal sent by their. Lordships,.

Lord Milner read the following memorandum.:. .. . .

“In answer to the telegram composed.at our last: meetmg
with the consent of the Commission; and of which the members
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have received a copy; the following message has been received
from His Majesty’s Government :—

‘His Majesty’s Government sanctions the laying before the
meeting for a “ Yes” or “ No" vote the document drawn up
by the Commission and sent by Lord Kitchener on the zxst May
to the Secretary of War, with the following amendments :

¢ The final proposal made by the British Government, on which
the national representatives at Vereeniging have to answer
*“Yes” or “No.”’

¢ General Lord Kitchener of Khartoum, Commander-in-Chief;
and His Excellency Lord Milner, ngh Commissioner, on behalf
of the British Government ;

‘ Messrs. S. W. Burger, F W. Reitz, Louis Botha, J: H. De la
Rey, L. J. Meyer, and J. C. Krogh on behalf of the Government
of the South African Republic and its burghers ;

* Messrs. M. T. Steyn, W. J. C. Brebner, C: R. de Wet, J. B. M:
Hertzog, and C, H. Olivier on behalf of the Government of the
Orange Free State and its burghers, being anxious to put an end
to the existing hostilities, agree on the following points :

* Firstly, the burgher forces now in the Veldt shall at once lay
down their arms, and surrender all the guns, small arms, and
war stores in their actual possession, or of which they have cog-
nizance, and shall abstain from any further opposition to the
authority of His Majesty King Edward VIL, whom they ac-
knowledge as their lawful sovereign.

‘The manner and details of this surrender shall be arranged by
Lord Kitchener, Commandant-General Botha, Assistant Comman-
dant-General J. H.De la Rey, and Commander-in-Chief de Wet:

‘ Secondly, burghers in the Veldt beyond the frontiers of the
Transvaal and of the Orange River Colony, and all prisoners of
war who are out of South Africa, who are burghers, shall, on
their declaration that they accept the status of subjects of His
Majesty King Edward VII., be brought back to their homes, as
soon as transport and means of existence can be assured.

Thirdly, the burghers who thus surrender, or who thus return,
shall Jose neither their personal freedom nor their property.

‘ Fourthly, no judicial proceedings, civil or criminal, shall be
taken against any of the burghers who thus return for any action
in connexion with the carrying on of the war. The benefit of
this clause shall, however, not extend to certain deeds antagon-
istic to the usages of warfare, which have been communicated
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by the Commander-in-Chief to the Boer dvenera.ls,- and which
shall be heard before a court martial immediately aftef the
cessation of hostilities: ‘

¢ Fifthly, the Dutch language shall be taught in the pullic
schools of the Transvaal and of the Orange River Colony when
the parents of children demand it ; and shall be admitted in the
Courts of Justice; whenever this is required for the better and
more effective administration of justice:

‘ Sixthly, the possession of rifles shall, on taking out a licence
in accordance with the law, be permitted in the Transvaal and
‘the Orange River Colony.to persons who require them for their
protection.

¢ Seventhly, military administration in the Transvaal and
in the Orange River Colony shall, as soon as it is. possible; be
followed: by civil government ; and, as soon ash circumstances
permit it;"a tepresentative system tending: tow;irds autonomy
shall be introduced:

‘ Eighthly, the question of granting ‘a franduse to the native
shall not be decided until a representative constitution has been
granted.

¢ Ninthly, no special tax shall be laid on landed property in the
Transvaal and Orange River Colony, to meet the expenses of the
war.

‘ Tenthly, as soon as circumstances permit there shall be
appointed in each district in the Transvaal and the Orange River
Colony a Commission, in which the inhabitants of that district
shall be represented, under the chairmanship of a magistrate
or other official, with the view to assist inthe bringing back
of the people to their farms, and in procuring for those who, on
account of losses in the war are unable to provide for themselves;
food, shelter, and such quantities of seed, cattle, implements,
etc., as are necessary for the resuming of their previous callings:

‘ His Majesty’s Government shall place at the disposal of these
Commissions the sum of £3,000,000 -for the above-mentioned
purposes, and shall allow that all notes issued in conformlty with
Law No. 1, 1900, of the Government of the South African Re-
public, and all receipts given by the officers in the Veldt of the
late Repiblics, or by their order, may be presented to a judicial
Commission by the Government, and in case such notes and
recéipts are found by this Commission to have been duly issued
for consideration invalue, then they shall be accepted by the
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said Commission as proof of war losses, suffered by the persons
to- whom they had originally’ been given. In addition to the
above-named free gift of £3,000,000, His Majesty’s Government
will be prepared to-grant advances, in the shape of loans, for
‘the. same ends, free of interest for two years, and afterwards
‘Tepayable over a. period of years with three per-cent. interest.
No foreigner or rebel shall be entitled to benefit by this clause.’

Lord Milner: * In making this .communication to the Com-
mission: we -are instructed:to add that if this opportunity of
iconcluding an honourable peace is not taken advantage of within
‘a time to be: fixed by.us, then this conference shall be regarded
as closed, and His Majesty’s Government shall not be bound in
any way by the present terms. ‘I have, in order that there may
‘be n6 mistake about these terms, made a copy of the documents
and of Lord Kitchener's tclegram, also of the amendments and
additions determined .on.by His Majesty’s Government, and of
the memorandum to which I have just drawn your attention.”

A debate now followed on the time that should be ‘allowed for
the discussion of the proposals at Vereeniging, and it was agreed
that Commandant-General Botha should propose a,term that
very day beforé the Commission left Pretoria. -

It was subsequently settled that the delegates must arrive at a
decision before Saturday evening, May 31st.

General Botha asked if there were.any objection to the dele-
gates erasing any paragraph of the proposal sent by the Bntxsh
Govemment

"Lord Milner: “There. must be no alteratlon. Only * Yes’
or.‘ No' is to be answered.”

Commandant-General Botha: * I think that the burghers
have the right to erase any article they may wish, for they have
the right to surrender unconditionally.”

Lord Milner replied that the burghers certamly had the power
to do so, but the document of the British Govemment could not
be changed..

There now followed an mforma.l dxscussnon about the colonists
who had been fighting on the side of the Républics. .

Lord :Milner communicated what the British Government’s
intentions were with regard to these colonists; and read the
following document :—

“ His Majesty's Government has to iormally place on record
that the colonists of Natal and the Cape Colony who have been
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engaged in fighting and who now &irrendér shall, on their return,
be dealt with by the Colonial Governments in accordance -with
the laws of the Colonies, .and that all British subjects who have
joined the enemy shall be liable to be tried under the law of that
part of the British Empire to which. they belong..

“His Majesty’s. Government has. received. from the Govem-
-ment of Cape Colony .a statement, of their opinion .as regards
the. terms to: be offered. to British sub]ects of the Cape Colony
who are still in the Veldt or who have surrendered since Aprilzzth,
1gox. The terms are: as. follows :—In _regard. to, the burghers,
they all, on their surrender, after ha.vmg laid down their arms,
shall sign a document before. a resident magxstrate of the district
in which their surrender bas, taken place, in which document
they shall declare themselves guilty of high treason ; .and thexr
punishment, in the event of, their. not having, been ‘guilty of
.murder, or of .other deeds: m,conttadJctlon to thg customs of
civilized warfare, shall be that for, the, rest of their lives they
shall not be registered as voters, nor shall they be able to. vote
in- Parliamentary, district, or municipal: elections. As regards
.justices and veldtcornets of the Cape Colony, and all other persons
who had occupied official positions under the Goyernment, of
Cape Colony, and all who held the rank of commandant, in; the
.rebel or burgher forces, they, shall be brought on-the charge of
-high treason before the ordinary. Courts of the country, or before
such special Courts as later on may legally be constxtuted The
punishment for their misdeeds shall be leit to the dlsctetlon of
.the Court, with this reservatxon. that in no case: shall capxta.l
_punishment be inflicted:

“ The Government of Natal is of opxmon that the rebels should
be judged by the laws of the Colony.” ,

The meeting now adjourned,.. ...

-The secretaries and Messrs: De Wet and J Fen‘exra, with, the
help of lawyers, set themselyes the task of making copies of the
proposal of the British. Government for the use.of the national
representatives.at Vereeniging, . This work kept. them engaged
until the evening. .

At seven o'clock the Commxssxon leit Pretona and retumed
to Vereeniging: s
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* " THE MIDDELBERG PROPOSAL:
" Lorp KITCHENER To COMMANDANT-GENERAL BOTHA:
PreTORIA, March 7, 190I;
Your HoxOUR,— : )

With reference to our conversation at Middelburg on the 28th
February, I have the honour to inform you that, in the event of
a general and complete cessation of hostilities, and the surrender
of all rifles, ammunition, cannon and other munitions of war in
the hands of the burghers, or in Government depots, or elsewhere,
His Majesty’s’ Government is prepared to adopt the following
measures.’

His Majesty’s Government will at once grant an amnesty in
the Transvaal and Orange River Colony for all boné fide acts of
war committed during the recent hostilities: British subjects
belonging to Natal and Cape Colony, while they will not be com-
pelled to return to those Colonies, will, if they do so, be liable to
be dealt with by the laws of those Colonies specially passed to
meet the circumstances arising out of the present war: As you
are doubtless aware, the special law in the Cape Colony has
greatly mitigated the ordinary penalties for high treason in the
present case.

All prisoners of war, now in St. Helena, Ceylon, or elsewhere;
being burghers or colonists, will, on the completion of the sur-
render, be brought back to their country as quickly as arrange-
ments can be made for their transport:

At the earliest practicable date military administration will
cease, and will be replaced by civil administration in the form of
Crown Colony Government: There will, therefore, be, in the
first instance, in each of the new Colonies, a Governor and an
Executive Council, composed of the principal officials, with a
Legislative  Council consisting of a certain number of official
members to whom a nominated unofficial element will be added:
Bat it is the desire of His Majesty’s Government, as soon as cir-
cumstances permit, to introduce a representative element, and
ultimately to concede to the new Colonies the privilege of self-
government. Moreover, on the cessation of hostilities, a High
Court will be established in each of the new Colonies to admin-
ister the laws of the land, and this Court will be independent of
the Executive.

Church property, public trusts, and orphan funds will be
respected:
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Both the English and Dutch languages will be used and taught
in public schools when the parents of the children desire it, and
allowed in Courts of Law:

As regards the debts of the late Republican Governments, His
Majesty’s Government cannot undertake any liability. It is,
however, prepared, as an act of grace, to set aside a sum not
exceeding one million pounds sterling to repay inhabitants of
the Transvaal and Orange River Colony for goods requisitioned
from them by the late Republican Governments, or subsequent
to annexation, by Commandants in the field being in a position
to enforce such requisitions. But such claims will have to be
established to the satisfaction of a Judge or Judicial Commission,
appointed by the Government, to investigate and assess- them,
and, if exceeding in the aggregate one million pounds, they will
be liable to reduction pro rata.

I also beg to inform Your Honour that the new Government
will take into immediate consideration the possibility of assistifig
by loan the occupants of farms, who will take the oath of allegi-
ance, to repair any injuries sustained by destruction of buildings
or loss of stock during the war, and that no special war tax will
be imposed upon farms to defray the expense of the war.

When burghers require the protection of firearms, such will
be allowed to them by licence, and on due registration, provided
they take the oath of allegiance. Licences will also be issued
for sporting rifles, guns, etc., but military ﬁrearms will only be
allowed for purposes of protectlon

As regards the extension of the franchise to Katﬁra in the
Transvaal and Orange River Colony, it is not the intention of -
His Majesty’s Government to give such franchise before repre-
sentative Government is granted to those Colonies, and if then
given it will be so limited as to secure the just predominance of
the white race. The legal position of coloured persons will, how-
ever, be similar to that which they hold in the Cape Colony:

In conclusion I must inform Your Honour that, if the terms
now offered are not accepted after a reasonable delay for cons
sideration they must be regarded as cancelled.

I have, etc.; »
KITCHENER, GENERAL;
" Commander-in-Chief British Forces, South Africa:
To His Honour, Commandant-General Louis Botha.
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SPECIAL NATIONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AT VEREENIGING, SOUTH
AFRICAN REPUBLIC, THURSDAY, THE zgta OF
MAY 1902, AND THE FOLLOWING DAYS.

May 29TH, 1902:

The Rev: J: D. Kestell baving offered prayer, the Chairman
requested :Vice-President Burger to address the meeting.

Vice-President Burger said that the documents laid before the
Governments by the Commission would now be read to the meet-
ing. Thereupon Mr. D. van Velden read the followmg letter :

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION:
PRETORIA,

28tk May, 1902:
To the Govemments of lhe Orange Free State and the South A /m:an
Republic :
HONBLE. GENTLEMEN,—

In accordance with instructions received from you, we went to
Pretoria in order to negotiate with the British authorities on the
question of peace. We have the honour to make the following-
report : )

The meeting lasted from Monday, May 1gth, to Wednesday;
May 28th, its prolongation having been principally caused by
the length of time taken up by the cable correspondence with the
British Government.

We first handed in a proposal (annexed under A) ! in which wa
attempted to negotiate on the basis of a limited independence
with surrender of part of our territory. Lords Kitchener and
Mllner refused emphatically to negotiate on this basxs, and ex-

't See page 433 ef seq.
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pressed "the opmxon that to cable this prc(—,d., /o4he British
Government would be detrimental to the oljjects’ of - these nego-
tiations: - They told us they had already inforred the two Govern-
ments that the British Government would onlj negotiate on the.
basis of an amended form of the-Middelburg proposal” rder
finally to formulate this proposal, Lord Milner asked the assist-

ance of some members of the Commission ; and this was granted,
on the understanding that the assistance of these members of the
Commission should be given without prejudice to themselves,:

As the result of the deliberations of. this sub-committee, Lord
Milner:produced. a draft ‘proposal, in which we insisted that a
fresh clause -(No.. r1) :should: be inserted ; .and this was done:
This, draft proposal (annexed urider B) * was then cabled to. the
British .Government, revised by them; and then communicated
to us in its final shape {annexed under B).?: We were informed by
the British Government that no further revision of this proposal
would be allowed, but-that it must now be either accepted -or
rejected in its entirety by the delegates of the two Republics ;
and that this acceptance or rejection must. take place within a
stipulated time.. We then told Lord Kitchener that he should
know our final decision by the evening of the next Saturday at
latest.

During our formal negotiations certain mformal conversations
took place in reference to-the British subjects (in Cape Colony
and Natal) who have been fighting on our side. As a result of
these informal conversations a communication from the British
Govemment was imparted to us (annexed under B).?

‘We have the honour to remain, . etc:;
» LOUIS. BOTHA:
J. H. DE-LA REY:
C..R. DE WET:
J: B. M. HERTZOG: . .
- Je Du; SMUTS :

che Presuient Burger said that the delegates must proceed to
discuss this document, and that they would then be asked to
- decide—firstly, whether. the struggle .should be continued ;
secondly, whether the proposal of the British Government should
be accepted ; and, thirdly, whether’ they were prepa.red ta surs
render. uncondmonally v

¥ See page 451 ef seq. _2.See page 46 5 ef seq, S See page 468 et seq,
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‘It was dec. ©  1at minutes of the meeting should be kept,
and the delegates then proceeded to discuss the different articles
of the British Government'’s proposal: The whole of the morning
and a part of the afternoon sitting were devoted to questions
dealing with the meaning of the several clauses, the members of
-the Commission answering to the best of their ability:

After these questions had been disposed of, Mr. De Clercq rose
to speak: He said that he had already given his own opinion,
but that now it was for the whole meeting to decide whether they
would give up the war, and, if they resolved to do so, whether
they would accept the proposal unconditionally: As to the pro-
posaly it could not be denied that it did not give all that they
themselves desired, but that could not have been expected. Should
they now return to their commandos and be asked by their
burghers what they had effected; they would have to reply;
“ Nothing.” How would they be able to meet their burghers
with such an answer as that ? It would therefore-be better to
get terms from the British Government ; and by doing so they
would also gratify the British nation: As for himself, he was for
accepting the proposal, unless it could be proved to him that
unconditional surrender would be a still better course to take:

General Nieuwoudt then proposed - that ‘the meeting should,
without further delay, proceed to vote whether the war should
be terminated, and whether the terms offered to them should be
accepted: :

General Froneman seconded this proposal.

Mr. Birkenstock (Vrijheid) felt that this was too important a
matter to be treated with such haste: A decision about such
a document as the one now lying before the meeting could not
be come to in a moment: The delegates would hardly agree
with the last speaker in his opinion that they should at orice
proceed to vote whether the war should or should not be con-
tinued. Time was required before coming to such a decisions
Moreover it had to be proved whether it were possible to continue
the war. There were some districts where it certainly could no
longer be carried on. Was it possible for one part of the nation
to continue fighting without the other ? Then there was the
question whether their resources and the troops which they still
had were sufficient to justify them in prolonging the struggle:
If they were insufficient the war must be discontinued and terms
must be accepted. It would not be an easy thing to do; one
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could not; with a light heart, give qp\tﬁé inde  yo. Aut I
country ; but half a loaf was better than no n-j Sencél 2+ He
such a sacrifice as this' might, be necessary if tirthose districts
be saved. 1.others: If to

Commandant Jacobs (Harrismith) was ‘at one wce, th¥.1 the
speaker in holding that they must not be in too great o ._. .
vote on the proposal;

Mr. P. R. Viljoen (Heidelberg) felt that the proposal of the
British Government would so tightly bind them that they would
never again be free. They were knee-haltered now, but under 2
certain circumstances they might even be kobbled.?

He considered that the meeting should ask the Governments
to stop the war.

General Du Toit (Wolmaransstad) said that the times through
which they were passing were very critical ; every one ought to
say exactly what he thought, and no one ‘ought to be condemned
for doing so: A delegate who should say that the war could not
be continued must not be considered disloyal to his ceuntry
because he did so: As regarded the three questions before the-
meeting, according to the opinion of his burghers the war ought
to be continued: The. views of his burghers when he left the
commandos had been clearly expressed. . Let us retain our
independence, or go on fighting,” they had said. But why were
they of this mind ?. Because they were unaware how matters
stood in other districts. The eyes of the delegates, however,
while directed towards God, were also able to observe the con-
dition of the eastern parts of their country. If the burghers in
those parts could not hold out, it would be impossible for the
other commandos to do so: - It could not be denied that some
of the commandos were no longer able to continue fighting:
That being the case, even if there were a majority in favour of
prolonging the struggle, that majority would have to yield to the
wishes of the minority, and for this reason : if the war were to
be continued in conformity with the wishes of the majority, and
if the minority were to be compelled to surrender (and nobody
would be surprised at this), then the majority would find them-
selves too weak to go on fighting. Thaus there ‘were clear reasons

t The Boer form of this proverb is: Half an egg is better than
an ‘empty shell.

3 The head fastened to the knee. B

3 Having two legs fastened together,
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It was dec. t be ended. Moreover, its continuation would
and the delegates the national but also the moral death of the
of the British Go it was still to be proved that a continuation. of
and a part of en possible ; for himself he feared that it was not
dealing with ht he must he could only fight without hope and
thafomméart. If he were now to go back to his burghers, and
they were to ask him why he persisted in the war, and he was
compelled to reply that he was doing so on the strength of
opinions expressed in newspapers, and on the encouragement
given to the cause of the Republics in their pages, he would be
told that he was building on sand. Again, he feared that if the
war were to be continued, detached parties ‘would be formed
which would try to obtain terms from the English for themselves.
And should the commandos in time become so weak as to be
forced to surrender unconditionally, what then would be the
fate of the officers ? Would they not lose everything, and be
banished into the bargain ? Let no one think, however, that he
‘was trying merely to do what was best for himself.: No." There
was now a chance for negotiating ; should the meeting let slip
that chance, unconditional surrender would most certainly
result, and that would be disastrous to all. He hoped that he
would not be misunderstood ; if the meeting decided to go on
with the war, he, for one, would not lay down his arms. ‘No,
he would actively prosecute the war, and operate in conjunction
with the other generals. But what would be the use of it : he
sided with those who held that the struggle could no longer be
carried on.

Commandant Rheeder (Rouxville) wished to reply to those
who demanded reasons for the continuation of the war. One
reason, he said, was to be found in the fact that England would
not allow them to have any communication with the deputation
in Europe; that meant that something advantageous to us
was being held back. Another was the consideration of what
their descendants in time to come would say. * How is it,”
they would ask, * that we are not now free men ? There were a
large number of burghers in the veldt to continue the war—what
has become of our independence ?”* And what answer shall we be
able to make ?—we whose courage failed us before such tre-
mendous odds, and who laid down our arms when victory was
still possible. The speaker would only be satisfied if the meeting
were unanimous for stopping the war, not otherwise. He
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thought of the:families; . How would the de’ ... ;1ut Eir -
families on their return, after the sacrifice of ir- _sndi«ence ? Heé
considered ‘that- the icommandos ' should :lec™>"those districts
where resistance was no longer possible and'go to others: Ifito
discontinue the war meant to surrendef mdependence, then the
war must not be discontinued: ‘ ¢

Vice-President Burger:said that he had, not heard from the
last speaker ‘any: reasons whatsoever for.continuing ‘the war.

Commiandant Rheeder then remarked that. if they wanted to
surrender their country they should have done so earlier; when
the burghers were not entirely destitute. . But now pothing was
left to them.: ‘As-to the narrowness of the field of operatlons,
there was still room enough to fight: .-

Commandant P. :L.. Hijs i{Pretoria) referred to the frequent
allusion. which had. been made:to their European: deputation:
That deputation was now in Holland, and must know if anything
was going on there to the advantage of the:Republics. . If there
were: any hopeful ‘signs: there; their comrades. would 'certainly
have informed them. They had not done so; and therefore the
meeting should dismiss this subject from its thoughts.

*-The meeting then adjourned until 7.15 p.m.

: - Upon reassembling, Commandant Cronje (Winburg) sald that
he would not-detain the meeting for long; he only. wished to
say a very few words. . It had been rightly said that they were
passing through a:momentous period of their history. To his
mind. the present was thé critical -epoch. in: the existence of the
African nation, whose destinies they had now to decide. Dele:
gates were asking what hopes they' could now entertain: But
what grounds for hope were. thére when the war began ?- -In his
opinion -there were none. It was only. that men believed then
that Right was Might, and put their trust in-God. :And Ged had
helped them.... When the enemy had entered their. country every-
thing was dark;. ' -There had been a day on which more than four
thousand men had surrendered. Then, even as now,.they had
been without hopé. . ‘Then, even as now, those who wanted.to
. continue the war had been told. that they were mad, .. That'had
been some two years ago, and yet the war. was still going on:
Then, even’'as now; there had been no food, and yet they had
managed to.live. The delegates represented .a' fre¢- people ;
let them not take a step of which they would afterwards repent;
As regarded intervention, he had often said that one.could not
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rellt was dec. - hey could rely on God: When he returned to
his Bfirgherk@tes tvas questioned as to his reason for the course
of action whichY.it:ad advocated, he hoped to be able to answer,
“Belief in God.” There had always been times when there was

- no food, and yet they had always managed to live. A deputation
had been officially seut to Europe, and was now there to repre-
sent their interests. Had the meeting lost its confidence in that
deputation ? Did it not realize that if the case of the Republic
was hopeless in Europe the deputation would send word to that
effect? It had been said that by continuing the war they would
be exterminating the nation: He did not believe this. The way
to exterminate the nation was to accept the British proposal.
To go on with the war was their only policy, and it was a very
good policy. The deputation had claimed that their advice
should be taken before any negotiations were attempted. What
right, then, had the delegates to give up the war on the basis of
the proposal now before them ? To dosowas to give the death
blow to their national existence ; later on they would have cause
torueit. Moreover, the proposal did not safeguard the interests
of their brethren in Cape Colony: Again, landed property be-
longing to burghers had already been sold, and in all probability
these burghers wopld never see any of the proceeds. The sum
(£3,000,000) which the proposal offered’ to compensate for all
damages, was not sufficient to cover damage already done. For
these and other reasons the proposal could not be accepted. No
other course was open to them except to reject the proposal and
to continue hostilities.

General Froneman (Ladybrand) agreed with the last speaker.
He loved his country, and could not think of surrendering it.
The reasons which had induced them to begin the war were still
in force: He had been through the whole campaign, and saw
stronger reasons now than ever before for the continuing of the
war, His districts, like those of others, were exhausted, and yet
his burghers remained in the veldt. He had been present at the
surrender of the four thousand ; he had seen General Cronje give
up his sword. Those had been dark days, but the struggle still
went on ; they could still keep on their legs. It had been God's
will that this war should take place. Prayers had been offered
that it might be averted, but God had ruled it otherwise. There-
fore they must carry the war through, and never think of sur-
render, They were Republicans; What would it be to have to
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give up that name for ever ? He had consulted his Le’s duty to do
their womenfolk ; he had asked them, * What conditif the war.

will you accept ?” They had answered, “ No peacen begun in
it means any loss of independence.” And so, befon been begun
vote for peace, he would have again to take the opinion vof the
burghers; . Tesa

Veldtcornet B. H. Breijtenbach (Utrecht) urged that a definite
yes or no must be given to the question, Is the war to continue ?
The general condition of the country had been laid before the
meeting, and it had been clearly shown that its condition made
the carrying on of the war impossible. One could not escape
from that fact.” Why then should they argue any longer ? What
reason had they for wishing to prolong this struggle ? They
surely would not do so blindfold. Unless good reasons could be
alleged for continuing it, the war would have to be stopped: As
those good reasons were not forthcoming, he would vote with
those who were for peace. To continue the war would be a
crime. Some of the last few speakers had stated that there had
been no sufficient reasons for commencing the war. That might
be true. They might have been over-confident then: Be that
as it might, they certainly had lost so much ground since then
that they must now give up the struggle. This was his irrevo-
cable opinion: It had been clearly shown that fourteen com-
mandos were unable to continue in the veldt: This made peace
a necessity, for what was to be gained by continuing a struggle
without a proper army. The war might last a few months longer;
but it must end then—and end in disaster,

Commandant W, J. Viljoen (Witwatersrand) said that some
speakers were forand others against the continuationof hostilities:
The first were guided by faith alone; the second had brought
forward definite grounds for their opinion. A year ago both
parties had been inspired by faith, but what had been the result ?
He would be glad enough to be convinced, but those who
wished to continue the war must show grounds for such a line of
action, - »

General De la Rey would only say a few words. "He had re-
ceived definite instructions before he went to his burghers neither
to encourage nor discourage them, whatever they might say at
their’ meetings. He had strictly observed these instructions;
and had never attempted to influence them. There were present
among the delegates nine men (one being from Cape Colony) who
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;‘?E_t as di:'\his burghers, and who would testify as to their state
h;s burghersy temper ; he need not therefore say anything. The
b gcltllon Whiy1d bear witness how full of courage the men were:
' Beliefin G tpe war could not be continued. Say or do what
- no fo;v would at that meeting, the war must cease. Some had
hafiked about faith: But what was faith ? True faith consisted
in saying, * Lord, Thy will, not mine, be done.” They must bow
before the will of God: The delegates, he continued, must choose
one of the three courses which were open to them. It would be
a great calamity if they were to decide to surrender uncondition-
ally. Had it -been necessary to do so it should have been done
while they still possessed something. Should they then con-
tinue the war ? But the question as to what would become of the
people under those circumstances must be faced—to continue
fighting would be the ruin of the nation. The delegates might
go away determined to fight, but the burghers would lay down
their arms, and the state of affairs which would thus ensue
would not redound to their honour. But the British Govern-
ment offered guarantees ; it would help the nation so that the
nation might help itself. If any one were to say now, “ Continue
fighting,” he and his generals might have the heart to do so if
_ they kept their minds fixed on their recent exploits. For himself,
however, he would refuse absolutely to accede to that request.
And what real advantage had accrued from his successes in the
veldt ? What had followed on them ? Al his cattle had been
taken away, some three hundred of his men had been killed,
wounded, or taken prisoner. Some of the delegates set their
hopes on the European deputation, but what did that deputation
say a year ago ? It said that all depended on their continuing
to fight. They had continued to fight. What more, then, was
there left for them to do ? Some gentlemen present had definite
‘mandates from their burghers, who very likely had no knowledge
of the actual state of affairs when they gave those mandates.
He himself had not known at that time in what a plight the
country was. He challenged each and all of the delegates to
show their burghers the proposal of the British Government, and
then to see if those burghers were not in favour of unconditional
surrender. But if the meeting insisted on the continuation of
hostilities, the nation would be driven into hands-uﬁn'nv ; thus
the war would end in dishonour and disgrace. -~
Landdrost Bosman (Wakkerstroom) was glad that Genera.l De
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la Rey had spoken out so boldly ; it was every one’s duty to do
so. He himself also was against the continuance of the war.

Although it bad been said that the war had been begun in
faith, it ought not to be forgotten that it had also been begun
with hope of intervention, as was shown by the sending of the
deputation to Europe—that deputation which, as they had
often heard, bad done so much good work: Another proof that
there had then been hope of intervention was that the burghers
had ordered the delegates to keep them in communication with
the deputation. And that they had not relied exclusively on
faith at the beginning of the war was shown by the fact that they
had founded great hopes on what their brethren in Cape Colony
might accomplish. These hopes had now been dissipated by
General Smuts, who had just said that there was no chance ofa
general insurrection:

Again, could the war be continued when their commandos
were so much weakened, and when food was so scarce ?
It was nonsense to say that food had been scarce a year ago;
there had been a sufficiency then, and at the present time there
wasnot. One could ride from Vereeniging to Piet Retief without
seeing more than two or three herds of cattle: Moreover, the
women and children were in a most pitiable condition: One
delegate had spoken against any scheme which would be as it
were a trampling on the blood which had already been spilt—he
shared that delegate’s sentiments; but-he considered that to
shed yet more blood in a cause which was to all appearance hope-
less would be still more reprehensible. He should prefer not
to enter into the religious aspect of the question. It was difficult
to fathom the purposes of God ; perhaps it might be the Divine
will that they should lose their independence. All that they
could do was to follow the course which seemed to be good and
right. Were they, then, to surrender unconditionally ? He
would say no. It would be giving the enemy opportunities for
doing things from which they might otherwise desist.. Moreover,
by voting for such a policy the leaders would incur the dis-
pleasure of the nation. In choosing what course they would pur-
sue the delegates should let nothing else sway them save the
good of the nation: They must not be carried away by their
feelings ; they must listen only to the voice of reason.

Commandant H. S. Grobler (Bethal) felt that, under the cir-
cumstances, the war could not be céntinued. It had already
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reduced them to such straits that they would soon have to fly
to the utmost borders of their territories, leaving the enemy
unopposed in the very heart of the country. At the beginning
of the war they had not relied on faith alone; there had also
been guns, war material and provisions. But now none of these
things were left to them. It was terrible to him to think that
they must sacrifice the independence of their country. He was
a true son of his country, and could not conseat to the surrender
of her independence unless that were the only way of saving
the women and children from starvation. But it was not only
the women and children who were on the verge of starvation ;
the burghers still left in the laagers were in the same predicament.
What, moreover, was to happen to the prisoners of war, if the
struggle were to be continued? And to the families in the camps?
The delegates must not forget those families: If the people
generally were dying a national, the families were dying a moral,
death. It was a sad thought that there were among their women
in the camps, many who were thus losing their moral vitality.
It was a thought which should make them determined to conclude
the war.

Commandant van Niekerk (Ficksburg) said that his commandos
had commissioned him to hold out for independence. The pro-
posal of the British Government could not be accepted. They
must take no hasty step. If they persevered in.the war, the
enemy would grant them better terms. All they had to do was
to act like brave men.

General J. G. Celliers (Lichtenburg) had already told the
meeting what mandate he had received from his burghers.
But he was there to do the best he could for the nation as a whole.
The condition of the country was very critical. The fact that
his own commandos were faring well was not a sufficient reason
for continuing the war. He must take all circumstances into
consideration. He had said that he was in favour of an arrange-
ment by which peace should be made without the sacrifice of
independence. Such an amrangement they had attempted to
bring about. They had elected a Commission, which had done
all in its power to give éffect to their wishes in this matter. And
the result was the proposal of the British Government now
lying before them. That was what the Commission had obtained
for them: Which of them could say that he could have obtained
better terms for the people than those contained in that proposal ?
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Or that, if the war were to be continued, the people would gain
any advantage which that proposal did not give them ? It had
been said that the Deputation in Europe had encouraged the
burghers in their prolonged struggle. The last message they
had received from the Deputation had been : “ Go on till every
remedy has been tried.” Could that be called encouragement ?
It had also been said that the nation must have faith. He ad-
mitted the necessity—but it must not be the sort of faith which
chose what it would believe, and what it would disbelieve.
They must be prepared to believe that it might be the will of God
that they should yield to the enemy. As he had more insight
into the state of affairs than his burghers, and therefore was
better qualified to form a judgment, he did not feel himseM
bound by their mandate. Had the burghers known what he
now knew?, they would have given him a very differerit commis-
sion. He felt that it was a serious thing to continue sacrificing
- the lives of his fellow countrymen. Moreover, however dear
independence might be, it was useless to attempt impossibilities.
Their one aim should be to safeguard the interests of the nation.
His vote would be with those who were for accepting the pro-
posal of the British Government.

Commander-in-Chief de Wet was the next to address the
meeting. His speech was as follows :—

“ As I feel it to be my duty to speak out all my mind before
this meeting, I shall go back to the very beginning of the war.
And recalling my feelings at that period, I can say that I had
less hope then for intervention than I have now. I do not mean
to say that I am sanguine about it even now ; but I know to-
day, what I did not know then, that great sympathy is felt for
us by other nations:. Even in England this sympathy is to be
found, as is shown by the largely-attended *“ Pro-Boer "’ meetings
which have been held in that country. And that the feeling
in our favour is widespread is evident from the reports which
we received by word of mouth from the messenger to whom the
deputation entrusted its recent letter, for we cannot believe that
the deputation would have employed an unreliable person. And
what did that messenger say ? Among other things, he said
that our cause was winning new adherents every day: It may
be asked, however, why the deputation did not send a report
of its own ? I reply that it had its hand upon the pulse of the
Governments, and that the information it was thus gaining was
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of such a character that it could not be entrusted to any mes-
senger whatsoever. Perhaps the deputation was unable in
any way to communicate what it knew to us—it would never do
to noise abroad the secrets of European policy. The silence of
the delegates ought not, then, to discourage us; on the con-
trary, we should regard it as a hopeful sign.

“If there is any one man who feels deeply for the critical
condition of our country, I am that man. And critical our
condition certainly is ; so that I am not surprised that scme of
us are asking, ‘ What hope have we now in continuing the
struggle ?’ But I would ask another question : ‘ What hope
had we at the beginning of the war ?’ Our faith in God—we
had nothing else to rely on! At the very outset.-of the war
I knew that we, with our forty-five thousand troops, were en-
gaged in a contest against a nation that had no less than seven
hundred and fifty thousand men under arms, and who could
easily send against us a third of that number.. And to counter-
balance the terrible odds against us, we had nothing, as I knew,
but our faith. At that time there were some who expected that
effectual help would come frcm Cape Colony. I was never
deluded by this hope. I knew of course that there were men
there who would fight with us against England ; I knew how
much those men sympathized with our cause ; but I also knew
that the circumstances of that country would make it impossible
for the colonists to help us more than they have, as a matter
of fact, done. No! God was our one Hope when the war began.
And if, when the war is over, victory lies with us, it will not be
the first time that faith in God has enabled the wea.ker nation
to overthrow the stronger.

*““ Those of you who urge that the war should be discontinued,
ask us, who are for carrying it on, what tangible reason we
have for our hope. But what tangible reason for hope was
there at the beginning of the war? Are our affairs darker
now ? Quite the contrary—miracles have been worked in our
favour during the last twenty-two months. General Botha
wrote to me some time ago, saying that the scarcity of ammu-
nition was causing him much anxiety. And he had good cause
for that anxiety—ammunition was exhausted. When a burgher
came to me at that time with an empty bandolier, it absolutely
terrified me. But now, to use an expression of General Jou-
bert’s, my pleasure is tempered with shame when I think of the
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plentiful store of ammunition which we possess: I am not angry
with those of my compatriots who ask for reasons—I give my
reasons—nor have I given a thousandth part of them.

““ The enemy has already made us some concessions. There
was a time when Lord Salisbury said that the English Govern-
ment would be satisfied with nothing short of unconditional
surrender. He does not say so to-day. England is negotiating
with us—that is to say, she shows signs of yielding to our de-
mands. .If we continue the war, England will negotiate again;
she will offer still more favourable terms; she will not even
stick at independence.

* Do you want more of my reasons ? Look back once more
upon our past history, and you shall find them. Recall the time
when the Transvaal was at war with England. -At that . time
we did not know the English so well as we now know them ; we
had only thirteen cartridges for each man ; and there were the
so-called ‘ Loyalists '—a chicken-hearted crew—to hamper us.
Faith was our only support then—and you all know how that
war resulted. )

‘“ I am asked what I mean to do with the women and children.
That is a very difficult question to answer. We_must have
faith. I think also that we might meet the emergency in this
way—a part of the men should be told off to lay down their
arms for the sake of the women, and then they could take the
women with them to the English in the towns. This would be
a hard expedient, but it may be the only one possible.

‘“ America has been referred to by some of the speakers, who
have compared our circumstances with those of the United
States, when they made war upon England. The comparison
is, in one respect at least, an apt one, for we also have large
territories to which we can always retreat.

“ As to Europe—we know little of the condition of things

“there. Our information about Europe comes only from news-
papers, and  Jingo > newspapers at that. If there is not a great
deal going on in Europe which England wants to hide from us,
why is she so ca{qful not to let us see European journals® If
there were anything in them #nfavourable to our cause, England
would flood our country with them in her own interests. We
must also note that England will not permit our deputation
to return to us.

‘ Taking all these facts into consideration, and remembering
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that the sympathy for us, which is to be found in England itself,
may be regarded as being, for all practical purposes, a sort of
indirect intervention, I maintain that this terrible struggle must
be continued. We must fight on, no matter how long, until our
independence is absolutely secure.” .

General Beijers (Waterberg) said that he had to give an
answer to the question whether he ought to follow his reason or
his conscience ; he could only reply that conscience had the first
claim upon him. If he were to perish whilst following the gui-
dance of reason, he would feel that he had been unfaithful ;
whereas, were he to die whilst obeying the dictates of con-
science, he would not fear death. Martyrs of old had died for
their faith ; but he feared that the martyr spirit was now only
to be met with in books! Those martyrs had died, and with
their death it had seemed that all was lost ; but the truth, for
which they had given up their lives, had lived !

But how is it now with us ? We think our cause a righteous
one, but are we willing to die for it ? Some spoke of our exist-
ence as a nation—but whether that were to be preserved or
lost, did not lie with us—it was in the hands of God—He would
take care of it. Right must conquer in the end. They must
take care to be on the side of right, should it even cost them their
lives. He agreed with those who said that, even if the present
deliberations were to come to nothing, they would have another
chance, later on, of negotiating. This had been proved by what
had already happened. General de Wet had shown them how
Lord Salisbury had gone back upon his first demands; he
(General Beijers) could tell them that on one occasion Lord
Roberts had declined even to speak to General Botha—and yet
the English were negotiating with them now. He was quite
open to conviction, but at present he could not see that the war
ought to be stopped. Nevertheless he was not blind to the critical
state of their affairs. But their case was not yet hopeless ; their
anxiety about food, their lack of horses—these were not insur-
mountable difficulties. They might even find some means by
which to save their womenfolk. N

No. These difficulties were not insuperable ; but there was
one difficulty which was insuperable—the present spirit of the
nation. When a spirit, be it what it might, inspired or ruled a
man, then that man would submit to no other sway. The
spirit that now ruled the burghers was a spirit that was driving
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them over to the enemy. Against that spirit it was impossible
to contend: General De la Rey had said that, if the proposal
now before the meeting were to be shown to the burghers, they
would at once accept it—that was the sort of spirit that was in
them, and one must take it into consideration, for he was con-
vinced that it presented an insurmountable obstacle to the
continuation of the war. .
The meeting was then closed with prayer:

FrIDAY, MAY 30TH, 1902:

After the preliminary prayer had been offered, Vice-President
Burger said that before beginning the business of the day, it
was his sad duty to inform the meeting that the President of the
Orange Free State had been obliged to resign, on account of
serious illness. President Steyn had been compelled, in order
to obtain medical assistance, to put himself in the hands of the
enemy. He had further to communicate that Commander-
in-Chief de Wet had been appointed Vice-President of the Orange
Free State. He wished to express his deep sympathy with the
representatives in the severe loss which they had sustained:
President Steyn, he said, had been a rock and pillar to their great
cause;

Vice-President de Wet having thanked the Vice-President of
the South African Republic for his kind and sympathetic words,
Mr. J. Naude (the representative of Pretoria, and of General
Kemp's flying columns) put some questions with regard to the
colonists who had been fighting on the Boer side: These ques-
-tions were answered by General Smuts. Mr. Naude then asked
if the delegates were expected to come to any decision about
independence.

General Botha replied that the Governments had infdrmed
Lords Kitchener and Milner that they were not in a condition
to decide that question—that it was a matter for the nation to
settle. The delegates had then gone to their burghers, and now
had returned, and were present.

Mr. Naude said that it must therefore have been known at
Klerksdorp that the delegates had to decide upon the question
of independence, 1f that were so, he found himself in a difficulty.
Either the delegates had been misled, or they were the victims
of a mistake, for they had never been told that they had been
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elected as plenipotentiaries. Notwithstanding all that the law-
yers might say, he considered himself as having a certain definite
mission. He had obtained the votes of his burghers on the under-
standing that he would take up a certain position. He had
asked them whether independence was to be given up, and they
had answered in the negative. He could not therefore vote
for the acceptance of the proposal now before the meeting, for
that proposal demanded the surrender of independence. His
burghers had also insisted on being allowed to keep their arms,
and on the use of their language in schools and Courts of Justice,
both of which conditions were refused by the British proposal.
Since, therefore, he could not agree to the proposal, he was for
continuing the war. Some asked what were the chances of suc-
cess ? He remembered the state of feeling among the burghers
at Warmebad —that was a dark time indeed. The Com-
mandant-General had paid those burghers a visit, and had told
them that they had nothing to lose, but everything to win, by
continuing the struggle. That had been enough for them. They
had not had much prospect then; they could not see whither
their road was leading. But they had found out afterwards.
It had been a dark time, too, when Pretoria was taken, but most
of the burghers had remained steadfast., And after the dark-
ness the light had come back. Again a dark cloud was over
them—it would pass away, and the light would reappear.

General De la Rey explained that he had not intended to mis-
lead anybody at the gatherings of the burghers. Every docu-
ment which the Government had handed over to him had been
laid before those gatherings. Mr. Naude had asked whether
the delegates at that meeting had to decide about independence.
Most certainly they had. And to do so was a duty devolving
upon.Mr. Naude as much as on any other delegate present.
They would have to decide, not for their own districts alone,
but for the whole country. )

Mr. Naude said that he had no wish to free himself from his
responsibility, but he could not forget that he had come there
with a definite mission. ' L,

Judge Hertzog wished again to explain the rights of the ques-
tion from a legal point of view. One must ask : If the nation
were here, what would it wish to be done ? And one must act
in conformity with what one thinks its answer would be. The
Judge then proceeded to speak on the matter in general. What,
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he asked, were the arguments in favour. of continu the&RHH
In the first place, England was growing weaker jul as 3"

own nation was. Any one could see that with their o

It was true as regarded the financial side of the question. No
doubt England could still collect millions of pounds, if she
wished, but the time would come when she would have trouble
with her tax-payers. Already the British Government found it
difficult to pay the interest on the sum borrowed for war ex-
penses, as was proved by the fact that a corn tax had been levied
in England. That tax would not have been levied unless things
had been in a serious condition. In the second place, he would
ask how it was they had not been allowed to meet their deputa-
tion ? It would only have taken the deputation fourteen days
to perform the journey; by now it would have been among
them. But permission had been refused them. And why?
It was said that to grant a permission would have been a military
irregularity. But the present meeting- was also, a military
irregularity. There must be something more behind that re-
fusal. But what were the arguments against going on with the
war ? He would enumerate them—the situation in which they
found themselves was critical ; the country as a whole was ex-
hausted. Nearly all the horses had died or had been captured.
The strongest argument of all, however, was that some of their
own people had turned against them, and were fighting in the
ranks of the enemy. Then the condition of the women,caused
great anxiety; a fear had been expressed that a moral decay
might set in among the families in the camps: That considera-
tion had great weight with him. No'one with any heart could
remain indifferent to it. If there was one thing which more than
anything else made him respect Commandant-General Botha,
it was that the Commandant-General had the heart to_feel,
and the courage to express, the importance of that consideration:
The present war was one of the saddest that had ever been
waged. He doubted if there had ever been a war in which a
nation had suffered as they had. But all those sufferjngs,
horrible though thdy were, did not influénce his decision. Did
he but see the chance of finally securing freedom for the nation;
he would put all such considerations on one side, and go on
fighting till death. No; it was not the horror of the situation
which influenced him ; there was something that weighed upon
his heart yet more heavily—it was the holding of that meeting at
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Vereeniging: He reproached no one. Every one had acted
with the best intentions. Nevertheless that meeting was a
fatal error; it would give them their death blow. For what
had it produced ?—a statement from the lips of the Commandant-
General himself that the condition of the country was hopeless.
If there were yet any burghers whose courage was not gone,
would they not be utterly disheartened when they heard what
their leaders had said at that meeting ? That was the saddest
thought of all. He could understand that those burghers who
had already lost heart should be leaving the commandos, but
now those who had never yet been disheartened would become
so; But notwithstanding all this, it was difficult to feel certain
which was the right course to pursue—to give up the war or
to continue it. He could only suggest that those who were now
in doubt on the matter should support the line of action which,
before their doubt began, had appeared to them to be best.

Mr. L. J. Meyer (a2 member of the Government of the South
African Republic) then gave some account of the devastation
of that part of the country which lay to the north of the Eastern
Railway, and on the further side of the Sabi River. (This
report coincided with those already given by the delegates.)
He went on to say that as they were all in the dark, and could
not see the road they were travelling along, they must take
reason and conscience for their guide. They had already lost
much : let them not lose everything: And what could they
hope to gain by continuing the struggle ? To do so might be to
throw away their last chance of peace. What would their
progeny say of them if they were to persist in the struggle and
thus lose everything they had possessed ? They would say,
‘“ Our forefathers were brave, but they had no brains.” Whereas,
if they were to stop the war, their progeny would say, “ Qur
forefathers did not fight for their own glory.” He pointed out
that however little the British proposal contained of what they
desired, - it nevertheless promised them representative Govern-
ment. Inthe past he had been against the war; he had wished
that ‘the five years’ franchise should be granted: Although the
people had opposed this measure he had always supported it:
And why ? Because he had feared that were that measure not
conceded African blood would stain the ground: Must they
still continue to shed blood ? After the capture of Bloemfontein
there had been a secret meeting of the council of war at Pretoria:
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His Government had then been willing to surrender, but the
Free State had refused. The two Governments had therefore
decided to go on with the war. A year later, in the month of
June, there had been another meeting. A letter had been sent
to the Free State. The two Governments had met at Waterval;
and had once more decided to continue the struggle. Later
on; again, the Government of the South African Republic wrote
another letter to the Free State ; but there had been no oppor-
tunity of meeting until the present occasion, which saw them
assembled together at Vereeniging. Were they again going to
decide to continue their resistance ? It was-a matter for serious
consideration. There was but little seed-corn left. This must,
if they had to go on fighting, be preserved from the enemy at
all costs ; were it to be destroyed, the African nation must cease
to exist. But they could not continlie the war: It was the
Boers now who were teaching the English how to fight against
us ; Boers now were with the enemy’s forces, showing them how
to march by night, and pointing out to them all the foot passes.

Commandant Van Niekerk (Kroonstad) pointed out that the
Colonists had already rendered them valuable aid; and could still
do so. Were they now to abandon these colonists, and—think-

-ing only about saving themselves—leave them to fight on alone ?
It would be sad indeed if the burghers were compelled to lay
down their arms.

Commandant-General L: Botha said that in regard to the
holding of a national meeting, he had already chosen delegates
with power to act. He spoke of the state of affairs at the be-
ginning of the war—the two Republics had then at least sixty
thousand men under arms. In reference to the Cape Colony,
he said that it had never been expected that that country would
allow its railways to be used for the transport of troops. The
Commandant-General then proceeded as follows :—

I used to entertain hopes that the European Powers would
interfere on our behalf: All that they have done, however, has
been to look on while England was introducing all sorts of new
methods of warf;h)e, methods; too, which are contrary to all
international law:

“ When the war began we had plenty of provisions, and a
commando could remain for weeks in one spot without the local
food supply running out. Our families, too, were then well
provided for. But all this is now changed. One is only too
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thankful nowadays to know that our wives are under English
protection: This question of our womenfolk is one of our
greatest difficulties. What are we to do with them ? One man
answers that some of the burghers should surrender themselves
to the English, and take the women with them. But most of the
women now amongst us are the wives of men already prisoners.
And how can we expect those not their own kith and kin to be
willing to give up liberty for their sakes ?

*“ As to the deputation, we must remember that it was ac-
credited to all the Powers of Europe. And yet it has only
been able to hand in its credentials to the Netherlands Govern-
ment. Does not this prove that no other Government is willing
toreceiveit ? If you need further proof, I refer you to the letter
in which the deputation—they were still allowed to write to us
then—said : * There is nd chance for us in Eirope.” The de-
putation wanted to be allowed to return home, but our Govern-
ment advised them to remain in Europe, because their arrival
in South Africa would be a death blow to the hopes of many.
That is why the deputation is still in Europe. Later on they
said that, although they knew that there was no chance of inter-
vention, yet they felt that they ought to persist in their efforts,
because of the sacrifices which we had already made. It is
possible that a war may arise in Europe from which we shall
gain something, but what right have we to expect such a con-
tingency ? Moreover, great nations take but little interest in
the fate of small ones—indeed, it is to the advantage of the
former that the small nations should be wiped out of existence.

“ I cannot refrain from alluding to the faithlessness of some
of our burghers, who are to be found in the ranks of the enemy.
But this is not the only sign of the way in which affairs are
trending—I look back on the past. I remember that we have
been fighting a full year since we last heard of our deputation.
What have we gained since June, 1gox? Nothing. On the
contrary, we have been going backwards so fast that, if this
weakening process goes on much longer, we shall soon find our-
selves unable any more to call ourselves a fighting nation. What
have we not undergone in the course of this year which is just
over! In the concentration camps alone, twenty thousand
women and children have died. When I was in Pretoria I
received reports from our information office, and otherwise, of
our losses, I found that there were thirty-one thousand six
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hundred prisoners of war, of whom six hundred had died, and
that three thousand eight hundred of our burghers had been
killed in the war.. Is not a loss such as this, in so short a time as
two and a half years, a serious -matter ? Think, too, of the
sufferings which those twenty thousand women who died in the
camps must have endured !

“ T am not deaf to the claims of the colonists who have been
fighting for us. I have said that if we surrender our indepen-
dence, we must provide for them. Should we serve their interests
by continuing the war ? No, indeed! The best thing for them
would be that we should bring it to a close. But if we are abso-
lutely determined to go on fighting, let us at least say to them,
‘ We advise you to desist.

“ What I am saying now is in substance what I said at Warm-
bad, at a time when there were two thousand men of that.district
in the Veldt. How many are there now ? Four hundred and
eighty !, On that occasion I also said that we must continue
the war until! we were driven by sheer starvation to make peace.
Well, in some divisions starvation has already come. The
" delegates themselves have had to confess that our strength up
till now has lain in the fact that we have been able to continue
the struggle in every district. In this way we have divided the
enemy’s forces: But if we are compelled to abandon some of our
districts, and to concentrate on certain points, then the English
also will concentrate, and attack us with an irresistible force.

“It has been suggested that we ought to march into Cape
Colony. I know, however, what that would mean—Commander-
in-Chief de Wet marched into the colonies: He had a large
force, and the season of the year was auspicious for his attempt,
and yet he failed. How, then, shall we succeed in winter, and
with horses so weak that they can only go op-cen-stap.!

““ What, then, are we to do? Some will reply, ‘ Go on with
the war.’ Yes, but for how long ? For ten or twelve years?
But would that be possible ? If in two years we have been re-
duced from sixty thousand fighting men to half that number,
where will our argny be after another ten years of war ? , It is
clear enough to me that if we go on any longer, we shall be
compelled to surrender. Would it not be better to come to some
agreement with the enemy, while we have the opportunity ?

_ *® The step of a tired horse,
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We have all received the gift of reason ; let us use it on the pre-
sent occasion. ' .

 As far as I and my own burghers are concerned, to continue
the struggle is still possible. But we must not only think of
ourselves. We must also think of others: There are, for in-
stance, the widows and orphans. If we accept the terms now
offered to us, they will remain under our care. But if we go on
with the war until we are forced to surrender, who will then
take care of them ? Or if we were all killed; what could we do
for them ? We should not even be able to send a deputation
to Europe, to ask for money to help us to rebuild our farms, and
to feed our burghers. '

“ There are three questions now before us—three alternatives
between which we have to choose—the continuing of the war,
unconditional surrender, and the acceptance of the British
proposal. With regard to the first, I fail to sce whatsatisfactory
result can come to us from persisting in this unequal contest,
which must result in the end in our extermination. As to the
choice between the other two, in many ways unconditional
surrender would be the better. But, for the sake of the nation,
we may not choose it. Although to reject it may involve us
in many hardships, yet we must think of nothing else but the
interests of the nation: Our only course, then, is to accept the
proposal of the English Government. Its terms may not be
very advantageous to us, but nevertheless they rescue us from
an almost impossible position.” ' '

After a short adjournment the delegates again assembled at
about 2 p.m: ' .

General C. H. Muller (Boksburg)said that his burghershad sent
him to defend their menaced independence. One part of them
had authorized him to act as his judgment should dictate;
another part had ordered him to hold out for independence
and to try to get into communication with the European deputa-
tion. Fle had long ago told his burghers that they must trust
in God if they wished to continue the war, for they could not do
so by relying only on their guns and rifles. He did not like
to think of what they would say if he were to go back to them
and tell them that he had not been in communication with the
deputation, and that the proposal of the English Government
had been accepted. He could not bring himself to surrender.
Nevertheless, having in view what the Commandant-General
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and others had said, he felt that he must do so, for it was im-
possible for him to prosecute the war single-handed: But could
not the delegates continue to stand by one another, and make
a covenant with the Lord ? The district which he represented
was one of the poorest in the whole country, and the £3,000,000
offered by the enemy did not include any provision for those
who, like his burghers, could do nothing to help themselves.
He would again suggest that the delegates should make a vow
unto the Lord: For himself, he could not vote for the acceptance
of the British proposal:

General J. H. Smuts then spoke as follows :—

“ Up till now I have taken no part in this discussion, but my
opinions are not unknown to my Government ; we have arrived
at a dark period both in the history of our war, and in the course
of our national development. To me it is all the darker because
I am one of those who, as members of the Government of the
South African Republic, provoked the war with England: A
man, however, may not draw back from the consequences of.
his deeds. We must therefore keep back all private feeling,
and decide solely with a view to the lasting interests of our
nation. This is an important occasion for us—it is perhaps the
last time that we shall meet as a free people with a free Govern-
ment. Let us then rise to the height of this occasion; let us
arrive at a decision for which our posterity shall bless, and not
curse us.

“ The great danger for this meeting is that of deciding the
questions before it-on purely military grounds: Nearly all the
delegates here are officers who in the past have never quailed
before the overwhelming forces of the enemy, and who therefore
are never likely to do so in the future. They do not know what
fear is, and they are ready to shed the last drop of their blood

in the defence of their country.
© «Now if we look at the matter from their point of view, that is
to say, if we ook at it merely as a military question, I am bound
to admit that we shall come to the conclusion that the war can
be continued. We are still an unconquered power ; we*have
still about eighteen thousand men in the field—veterans, with
whom onecan accomplish almostanything. Froma purely military
standpoint, our cause is not yet lost: But it is as a nation, and
not as an army, that we are met here; and it is therefore for the
pation principally that we must consult: No one sits here to
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represent this or that commando. One and all, we represent
the African nation, and not only those members of it which are
now in the field, but also those who rest beneath the soil, and
those yet unborn, who shall succeed us:

““No! Wedonot only represent our burghers on commando,
the troops over which we are placed in command ; we represent
also the’ thousands who have passed away, after making the last
sacrifice for their country ; the prisoners scattered all the world
over ; the women and children dying by the thousand in the
prison camps of the enemy; we represent the blood and the
tears of the whole African nation. From the prisons, the camps,
the graves, the veldt, and from the womb of the future, that
nation cries out to us to make a wise decision now, to take no
step which might lead to the downfall or even to the extermina-
tion of their race, and thus make all their sacrifices of no avail.
Our struggle, up to the present, has not been an aimless one.
We have not been fighting in mere desperation. We began this
strife and we have continued it, because we wanted to maintain
our independence and were prepared to sacrifice everything for
it. But we must not sacrifice the African nation itself upon the
altar of independence. So soon as we are convinced that our
chance of maintaining out autonomous position as Republics is,
humanly speaking, at an end, it becomes our clear duty to desist
from our efforts. We must not run the risk of sacrificing our
nation and its future to a mere idea which can no longer be
realized.

‘“ And ought we not to be convinced that independence is
now irretrievably lost ? We have been fighting without cessa-
tion for nearly three years. It is no exaggeration to say that
during that period we have been employing all the strength and -
all the means which we possess, in the furtherance of our cause.
We have sacrificed thousands of lives ; we have lost all our earthly
goods ; our dear country is become one continuous desert;
more than twenty thousand of our women and children have
perished in the camps of the enemy. And has this brought us
independence ? Just the reverse; it is receding further and
further from us every day. The longer we fight, the greater
will be the distance between us and the aim for which we are
fighting.

“ The manner in which the enemy has been conducting, and
still continues to conduct, this war, has reduced our country
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to such a state of exhaustion; that it will soon be a physieal
impossibility for us to fight any longer. Our only hope lies in the
chance of help from outside. A year ago I, in the name of my
Government, communicated the condition of our nation to His
Honour States-President Kruger, in Europe. He wrote in reply
that we must rely on the state of affairs in Cape Colony—and the
sympathy of European nations—and that we must contmue the
war until all other means were exhausted.”

The speaker here enlarged upon the political developments
which had taken place in the United States and in the principal
European countries during the preceding two years, and then
continued :(—

“So far as we are concerned, the sum total of the foreign
situation is that we obtain a great deal of sympathy, for which
we are naturally most grateful. More than this we do not obtain,
nor shall obtain for many a long year. Europe will go on ex-
pressing sympathy with us until the last Boer hero has died on
the field and the last Boer woman has gone down to her grave—
until, in fact, the whole Boer nation has been"sacrificed on the
altar of history and of humanity.

“I have already, on a former occasion, told you what I think
about the situation in Cape Colony. We have made great
mistakes there; perhaps even now Cape Colony is not ripe for
the sort of policy which we have been pursuing with regard to it.
At all events, we cannot entertain any hopes of a general rising
of the Colonists. We cannot, however, give too much honour
to those three thousand heroes in the Colony who have sacrificed
all in our behalf, even though they have not succeeded in se-
curing our independence for us. '

“ Thus we have given President Kruger’s advice a fair trial:
For twelve months we have been testing the value of the methods
which he urged upon us. And, as a result of it all, we have be-
come convinced that those methods are of no avail—that if we
wish to remain independent we must depend upon ourselves
alone. But the facts which the various delegates have brought
before our notice, ¢how that we cannof thus depend upon our-
selves ; that, unless we obtain outside help, the struggle must
come to an end. We have, then, no hope of success. Our
country is already devastated and in ruins; let us stop before
our people are ruined also.

“ And now the enemy approaches with a proposal, which,
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however unacceptable it may be to us in other respects, includes
the promise of amnesty for our colonial brethren who have been
fighting side by side with us. I fear that the day will come when
we shall no longer be able to save these so-called rebels, and then
it will be a just ground for reproach that we sacrificed their
interests in a cause that was already hopeless. Moreover, if we
refuse the proposal which the British Government now makes
to us, I am afraid that we shall considerably weaken our position
in the eyes of the world, and thus lose much of the sympathy
which to-day it evinces in our favour.

“ Brethren, we have vowed to stand fast to the bitter end;
but let us be men, and acknowledge that that end has now come,
and that it is more bitter than ever we thought it could be. For
death itself would be sweet compared with the step which we
must now take. But let us bow before the will of God.

* The future is dark indeed, but we will not give up courage,
and hope, and trust in God. No one shall ever convince me
that this unparalleled sacrifice which the African nation has laid
upon the altar of freedom will bein vain. It has been a war for
freedom—not only for the freedom of the Boers, but for the
freedom of all the nations of South Africa. Its results we leave
in God’s hands. Perhaps it is His will to lead our nation through
defeat, through abasement, yes, and even through the valley of
the shadow of death, to the glory of a nobler future, to the light of
a brighter day.” .

Commandant A: J. Bester (Bloemfontein) said that at the
meeting at which he had been elected his burghers had told him
that they were resolved not to become the subjects of England.
The arguments now urged against the continuation of the war
were not new—they had been used in former times of depression:
History gave many instances in which their nation had been
delivered out of the most critical positions. One could not help
believing that Right would conquer. How was it to be explained
that two hundred and forty thousand troops had failed to ex-
terminate two small Republics ? Then there had been miraculous
escapes ; surely the thoughts of these ought to encourage them:
They must all be of one mind. His own decision was to stand or
to fall for his freedom:

Mr. Birkenstock (Vrijheid) asked whether the proposal could
not be accepted under protest.

General J. C; Smuts answered that the meeting could em-
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power the Governments to accept the ‘proposal, and to add that
they did so with such and such provisos.

Commandant A.J. Bester (Bloemfontein) thought that there had
been enoughsaid, and recommended that the discussion be closed:

Commniandant J. E. Mentz (Heilbron) also thought that it was
not necessary to argue any more; He believed that the war
could not be continued. In Heilbron, Bloemfontein, and part
of Bethlehem there were not five head of cattle left. The helpless
condition of the women and children also demanded considera-
tion. The state of the country was becoming so desperate that
they were now obliged to break away from the kraals. He
himself had been compelled to do this not long ago, and had lost
forty men in one day. He would have to leave his district, but
could not bring it to his heart to leave the women behind. It
was quite clear to him that the war must be stopped, for some
parts of the Transvaal were absolutely unable to go on fighting.
Moreover, were the war to continue, commando after commando
would go over to the enemy:

General Kemp (Krugersdorp) took a more encouraging view
of affairs; He would stand or fall with the independence. His
mandate was to that effect: His conscience also would not
justify him in taking any other course: He thought that the
proposal of the English Government was vague, that there was
not sufficient provision for the Boer losses in it, and that it
treated the Dutch language as a foreign tongue: Circumstances
had often been dark, and the darkness would pass away this time
as.it had done before: Remembering the commission which had
been given to him by the burghers, he could not do otherwise
than vote for a continuation of the war.

Vice-President Burger: “1 have already given my opinion:
I am sorry that the meeting seems to be divided: It is necessary
for the welfare of our nation that we should be of one mind: Are
we to continue the war ? From what I have seen and heard, it
is clear to me that we cannot do so: I repeat that there is po
possibility of it, nelther does any real hope exist that by doing so
we should beneﬁf the nation: Itisidle to compare our condition
in the struggle in 1877-1881 with that in which we now, find
ourselves ; I speak from experience:

“1It is true that the victory was then ours; that it was so is
due to the help which we received from outside: The Orange
Free State remained neutral, but assistance came from President
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Brand in South Africa and from Gladstone in England : thus it
'was not by our own sword that we were enabled to win:

“ It will be asked why, if we have kept up the struggle for
two years and a half, can we not still continue to do so ?

‘“ Because, in the meantime, we have become weaker and
weaker, and if we persist the end must be fatal. What grounds
have we for expecting that we may yet be victorious ? Each man
we lose renders us weaker ; every hundred men we lose means -
a similar gain to the enemy. England's numerical strength
does not diminish ; on the contrary, there are even more troops
in the country at this moment than when Lord Roberts had the
command. England also has used our own men against us, and
has not been ashamed of arming the Kaffirs; the enemy are
learning from our own men in what way they should fight—he
must be blind indeed who cannot see these facts.

“I do not think we can appropriately call this altogether a
‘war of faith’ Undoubtedly we began this war strong in the
faith of God, but there were also two or three other things to
rely upon. We had considerable confidence in our own weapons ;
we under-estimated the enemy; the fighting spirit had seized
upon our people ; and the thought of victory had banished that
of the possibility of defeat. _

“ The question still remains, What are we to do? I have no
great opinion of the document which lies before us : to me it holds
out no inducement to stop the war. IfI feel compelled to treat
for peace it is not on account of any advantages that this proposal
offers me ; it is the weight of my own responsibility which drives
me to it.

“If I think that by holding out I should dig the nation’s .
grave, nothing must induce me to continue the struggle:

 Therefore I consider it my duty, as leader of our nation, to
do my utmost that not one man more shall be killed, that not
one woman more shall die:

“ The sacrifice must be made; is not this also a trial of our
faith ? What shall we gain by going on? Nothingl It is
obvicus that further surrenders will take place—here of a few;
there of many—and our weakness will increase.

* We shall also be obliged to abandon large areas of the country.
Will this make us stronger ? Rather, will it not enable the
enemy to concentrate still more ? And the abandoned tracts—
to whom will they belong ? To the enemy |
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“In all probability this is our last meetirg. I do not believe
that we shall be given another chance to negotiate : we shall be
deemed too insignificant. ' If we reject this proposal, what pro-
spects have we in the future ? If we accept it, we can, like a
child, increase in size and strength, but with its rejection goes
our last opportunity. ’

““Fell a tree and it will sprout again ; uproot it and there is
an end of it. What has the nation done to deserve extinction ?

“ Those who wish to continue the war are influenced chiefly
by hope; but on wbat is this hope founded ? On our arms ?
No. On intervention ? By no means. On what then? No
one can say.

“1 am sorry that the Transvaal and the Orange Free State
are at variance on this point, and I regret that it is the Transvaal
which has to declare itself unable to proceed further ; but the:
enemy have concentrated all their forces in this State, and we
can hold out no longer.”

Mr. L. Jacobsz: “I have hitherto not spoken, because I am a
non-combatant. I have also suffered much, although less than
others: I have listened to what has been said, but my opinion
is not changed by the views I have heard expressed.

“1 repeat now what I said at Klerksdorp, namely that the
struggle cannot continue, I have noted the condition of the
country, which is such that the commandos can no longer be
supported: I would point out the condition of the women and
children, of whom many are dying, and all are exposed to great
dangers. If there was a chance of succeeding in the end, then
we might hold out, but there is no such chance; there is no
possibility of intervention, and the silence of the deputation is
ominous:

I sympathize with the heroes present at this meeting; we
must have a foundation for our faith, and we cannot altogether
compare our people with the people of Israel. Israel had pro-
mises made to them ; we have none. I would further point out
that, in the interests of the nation, it will not do to surrender
unconditionally { | the terms before us may be deceptive, but
they are the bes% obtainable:

“ With regard to the difficulty of those delegates who consider
that they are bound to act as they have been commissioned, I am
of the same opinion as Judge Hertzog and General Smuts.”

Commandant J: J. Alberts (Standerton) spoke more or less
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in the same strain: -He was of opinion that the war should be
finished by ceding territory, but, failing this, that it should be
ended on any terms obtainable.

Vice-President de Wet expressed his opinion that, considering
the short time at their disposal, they should proceed, if possible,
to make some proposal.

General D. A. Brand said that he would have spoken if he
had not thought that enough had been said; he considered it
desirable to close the discussion, and was willing to make a pro-
posal.

Veldtcornet D. J. E. Opperman (Pretoria South) considered
that the difficulties of continuing the war, and of accepting the
proposal, were equal. Some of his burghers would fight no
Jonger. What troubled him most was the condition of the
women ; it went to his heart to see these families perish. He
was of opinion that, for the sake of the women and children who
were suffering so mtensely, the proposal should be accepted under
protest:

Veldtcornet J: van Steedden, seconded by Veldtcornet B. ]J.
Roos, moved that the discussion be now closed: :

The meeting was adjourned after prayers

SATURDAY, MAY 31sT, I902:

The meeting was opened with prayer:
General Nieuwoudt, seconded by General Brand, made the
following proposal :—

- *“This meeting of special deputies from the two Republics,
after considering the proposal of His Majesty’s Government for
the re-establishment of peace, and taking into consideration
(2) the demands of the burghers in the veldt and the commissions
which they had given to their representatives ; () that they do
not consider themselves justified in concluding peace on the
basis laid down by His Majesty’s Government before having
been placed in communication with the delegates of the Re-
publie now in Europe, decides that it cannot accept the proposal
of His Majesty’s Governments, and orders the Government of the
two Republics to communicate this decision to His Majesty’s
Government through its representatives.”

Mr. P. R. Viljoen, seconded by General H. A. Alberts, made
a proposal, amended afterwards by General Smuts and Judge
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Hertzog, which appears later-on under e\proposa.l of H.-P:
- J. Pretorius and C. Botha. -

A third proposal by General E. Botha and}ene\ral ]. G
Celliers was laid upon the table, but subsequently withdrawn: -

Mr. J: W. Reitz considered it .to be his' duty not only to the
nation but also to himself as a citizen, to say that, in case the
proposal of the British Government should be accepted, it-woald
be necessary for the meeting to make provisions as. to whose
signatures should be attached to the necessary-documents. He
himself would not sign any document by which the independence
would be given up.

Remarks were made’by several members onthé first proposa.l,
and Mr. P. R. Viljoen asked that no division should arise.

Vice-President de Wet then said that, as the time was limited,
and all could not spea.k -he would propose that.a Commission
should be nominated in_order. to draw up a third proposal in
which various opinions of the members should be set down ;- and
that, whilst the Commission was occupied in this way, the Orange
Free State delegates on their part and those of the South African
Republic on their part, should meet in order that an understand-
ing might be come to between them. They must endeavour to
come to a decision, for it would be of the greatest possible ad-
vantage to them.

Commandant-General Botha thought that this hint should be
taken. They had suffered and fought together: let them not
part in anger. -

The above-mentioned Commission was then decided upon, and
Judge Hertzog and General Smuts were-elected.

Then the Orange Free State - delegates ‘went to the tent of
Vice-President de Wet, whilst those of the South African Re-
public remained in the tent in which the meeting was held:

After a time of heated dxs'pute’—for every man was preparing
himself for the bitter end—they came to.an agreemeut -and ]udge
Hertzog read the following proposal :—

“ We the national representatives . of both the South Afncan»
Republic and tHe Orange Free State, at the meeting held at
Vereeniging, from the 15th of May till the 31st of May, 1902, have
with grief considered the proposal made by His Majesty’s Govern-
ment in connexion with the conclusion of the existing hostilities;
and their communication that this proposal had to be accepted,
or rejected, - unaltered. We are sorry that His Majesty's
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Government has abso‘l/ utely declined to negotiate with the Govern-
ment of the Repubhcs on the basis of their independence, or to
allow our, Government to enter into communication with our
deputat?bn Our people, however, have always been under the
impre-sion that not only on the grounds of justice, but also
taking into consideration the great material and personal sacri-
fices made for their independence, that it had a well-founded
_claim for that independence.

“ We have seriously considered the future of our country, and
have specially observed the following facts :—

“ Firstly, that the military policy pursued by the Bntxsh
military authorities has led to the general devastation of the
territory of both Republics by the burning down of, farms and
towns, by the destruction of all means of existence, and by the
exhausting of all resources required for the maintenance of our
families, the existence of our armies, and the continuation of
the war.

‘ Secondly, that the placing of our families in the concentra-
tion camps has brought on an unheard-of condition of suffering
and sickness, so that in a comparatively short time about twenty
thousand of our beloved ones have died there, and that the
horrid probability has arisen that, by continuing the war, our
whole nation may die out in this way.

“ Thirdly, that the Kaffir tribe, within and without the fron-
tiers of the territory of the two Republics, are mostly armed and
are taking part in the war against us, and through the committing
of murders and all sorts of cruelties have caused an unbearable
condition of affairs in many districts of both Republics. An
instance of this happened not long ago in the district of Vrijheid,
where fifty-six burghers on one occasion were murdered and
mutilated in a fearful manner.

“ Fourthly, that by the proclamations of the enemy the
burghers still fighting are threatened with the loss of all their
movable and landed property—and thus with utter ruin—
which proclamations have already been enforced.

‘ Fifthly, that it has already, through the circumstances of
the war, become quite impossible for us to keep the many thou-
sand prisoners of war taken by our forces, and that we have thus
been unable to inflict much damage on the British forces (whereas
the burghers who are taken prisoners by the British armies are
- sent out of the country), and that, after war has raged for nearly
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three years, there only remains an insignificant part of the fight-
ing forces with which we began..

* Sixthly, that this fighting remainder; which isonly a small
minority of our whole nation, has to fight against an overpowering
force of the enemy, and besides is reduced to a condition of star-
vation, and is destitute of all necessaries, and that notwith-
standing our utmost efforts, and the sacrifice of everything that
is dear and precious to us, we cannot foresee an eventual victory.

““ We are therefore of opinion that there is no justifiable ground
for expecting that by continuing the war the nation will retain
its independence, and that, under these circumstances, the
nation is not justified in continuing the war, because this can
only lead to social and material ruin, not for us alone, but also
for our posterity. Compelled by the above-rfamed circumstances
and motives, we commission both Governments to accept the
proposal of His Majesty’s Government, and to sign it in the name
of the people of both Republics.

“ We, the representative delegates, express our confidence that
the present circumstances will, by accepting the proposal of His
Majesty’s Government, be speedily ameliorated in such a way that
our nation will be placed in a position to enjoy the privileges to
which they think they have a just claim, on the ground not only
of their past sacrifices, but also of those made in this war.

‘‘ We have with great satisfaction taken note of the decision of
His Majesty’s Government to grant a large mieasure of amnesty
to the British subjects who have taken up arms on our behalf,
and to whom we are united by bonds of love and honour ; and
express our wish that it may please His Majesty to still further
extend this amnesty.”

Mr. P. R. Viljoen then withdrew his proposal:

Commandant H. P. J. Pretorius, seconded by General C.
Botha, presented the proposal, as read by the Commission.

General Nieuwoudt also withdrew his proposal, but it was at
once taken over by General C. C. J. Badenhorst, seconded by
Commandant A. Rester, of Bloemfontein:

The meeting then adjourned till the afternoon: *

In the afternoon at 2.5. it again met:

Proceeding to the voting, the proposal of H. P. J: Pretorius,
seconded by General C. Botha, was accepted, by fifty-four votes
against six; Then Vice-President Burger spoke a few words
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suitable to the occasion as follows :— “ We are standing here at
the grave of the two Republics. Much yet remains to be done,
although we shall not be able to do it in the official capacities
which we have formerly occupied: Let us not draw our hands
back from the work which it is our duty to accomplish: Let us
ask God to guide us, and to show us how we shall be enabled to
keep our nation together. We must be ready to forgive and for-
get, whenever we meet our brethren. That part of our nation
which has proved unfaithful we must not reject.”

Later, Vice-President Burger spoke a few words of farewell to
the Commandant-General, to the Members of the Executive
Councils, and to the delegates:

In the afternoon, as it turned out for the last time, Command-
ant Jacobsz, seconded by General Muller, made the following
proposal, which was unanimously accepted by the meeting :—

“ This meeting of Delegates, having in view the necessity of

collecting means to provide for the wants of the suffering women
and children, widows and orphans, and other destitute persons,
who have through this war come to a condition of want, and also
having in view the desirability of nominating a Committee,
whose duty it shall be to arrange the necessary steps in this
matter, and to finally decide on the management and distri-
bution of the donations received, decides :— .
" 4 To nominate the Hon. Messrs, M. J. Steyn, S. W. Burger,
L. Botha, C.R. de Wet, J. H. De la Rey, A. P. Kriel, and J: D.
Kestell, as the Committee, to carry out all arrangements for the
above-mentioned purposes, that may seem desirable and expedi-
ent to them, and also to appoint new Members, Sub-Committees
and working Committees ; and the said Committee is empowered
to draw up regulations, and to amend them from time to time as
shall seem to them expedient:

* This meeting further decides to send abroad from the above-
mentioned Committee, Messrs. C. R. de Wet, L. Botha, and J:
H. De la Rey, in order that they may help in collecting the
above-mentioned donations.”

Thén this—the last meeting of the two Republics—was closed
with prayer.
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. Vision, 437, 44
Grain Waggons, ca tured by
British near Vradeiort 173
" of Orange Free State
lost to Boers, 113
Grant by the British Government
for Repatriation Purposes,
R&stockmg Farms, etc.,

Great Bmam King of-—Thanks
f Boer Generals for Ei-
forl.s to promote Peace—
Resolution at the Vereen=
iging Conference, 415
Groenkop, Description of, 341
Grobler, Commandant H.
Continuance of the War, -
Impossibility of carry'ng
on the Struggle, 48z
Grobler, Mr. E. R.—Colesberg
Command, 36

, escaped from be- Goldfields—Surrender of, to the Boer Captures—
hind the Roodebergen, British proposed, 420, 421, Blauwbank, 48
Command of, x93 427, 429, 431, 432, 434 Colenso and Stormberg, 36
Despatch of, to the South- Gouveneurskop—General de Vil Dakasourg Engagement—
Eastern Districts, 279 liers’ Exploits at,’ m Capture of a Mavim-Nor-
E: ement  with  British Government of Orange Freo denfeldt, 252
roops from Bloemfontein State— Dewetsdorp, 225
{1900', 106 d Nicholson’s Nek, 24
Prinsloo’s Sun-endu Escape Chief de Wet in Departure Saona’s Post, 9o, 92
from, from Roodebergen, 162, Tweefontein, 343
-pnnghaansnek Leader in At- 169 Boer Lossa, 260
tack on Blockhouse Line,  Bethlet Transf to, avills, Number lost at,
236, 237
Vice-Commander-in-Chief Cape ooxony, Expedman into, Fanny's Home . Farm, Re-
Bloemfontein Dlstru:t,w- Dec.\smn to accompany, capture ot Guns by the

pomtment 2oo

Demands on_the Sout.h
African Republic prior to
Outbreak of War, 311, 312
Frankfort, British Success af

{1900), 111
Ross’, Commandant, Engage-
ment with Colonel Rim-

ington's Troops, 32+,

Fraser, Gordon—One of two
“faithful Burghers of Philip-
polis District, 123

249
Capture of Members of the
Government by the British
at Reitz—Escape of Presi-
. dent Steyn, 3or
De Wet's, Commander-in-Chief,
Operahans after Prinsloo’s
Surrender — Government

British, 359
Fl:edenlsstad Retreat after
—Loss of one gun, 213
Springhaansnek, Gua Abans

doned, 238
Ventetsdorp, Loss of Krupp
Gun near, 18z

in-Chief de Wet, 162,

269 n
Executive Raad, Coastitution
of, 250

‘BII

* Guerillas "—
D ion of Boer Forces by
the British as “ Guerillas,”
Ob]ecnons to the term,

282
Meamng of the term, 282
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* Hands-uppers,” British use of,

2
Harbour, Boer Lack of, nols 7z
Harrismith—
Eng:nlgement 6
Toops mear, 334-336
Boer Casualties, 336 f
Failure of Boer Charge, 333
Orange Free State Troops, Con~
ceatration at, 10, 12
Harrismith Burghers—
De Wet’s, Commander-in-Chief,
Visit to, 321
Surrender following Prinsloo’s
Surrender, 166
Waggon, Refusal to part with
—Retum home, 207-209
Haseb Cape
Colony Expedluon—Hold-
ing the Enemy in Check,

263, 267, 271
Engagement with _ Colonel
Whl near Thaba'Nchu,

Hattin h General-—Command at
amrismith  and Vrede
Commandoes, 207
Commander-in-Chief  in the
Drakensberg Appointment,

with  British

Hi .s. Comimandant, P. L—TIm-
possibility of European In-
2 terveation, 477
alspruits — Boers breaking
through British Lines. 358
Honing Kopjes—Commander-in=
Chief de Wet's first En-
gagement with Lord Kitch-
ener, 143-145
Hmingsprmt Station, Failure of
mandant Olivier's At-
tack 150
Hm—Bothavﬂle, Capture of
Horses by Boers, 366
dition of Boer Horses, 407,
410, 41T, 412, 413, 415, 425
dence of the Boers on
their Horses, 219
Fodder, Scarcity of, 410, 425
Skin Disease araong, 3313
. Wild Horses of the Veldt, Use
of, by the Boers, 357
Humiliation Days, Appointment
of, 300

Tnd a

Jamson Raid, President Steya

Jew at Nxcholson 's Nek—Bur- .
gh ed.unng to do Busi--

J ohannsburg Police, Behaviour
at Nicholson’s Nek, 23, 24
Jonson, Burgher, Death at Bester
Station—First Victim in
the Fight for Freedom, 16
Joubert, General—Junction with
Orange Free State Forces
at Rietfontein, 21
Kroonstad War Council, Pre-
sence at, 73

Kafrs—Arming by England, 500 -
Attitude towards th : e Boers—

Reports of V. De-
legates, 406, 408, 412, 415,
425, 432, 433

Women, Treatment of,

192, 193

Capture of Kaffirs by Boers at
Dewetsdorp, 225

Release of Prisoners, 230

of the Republi
Afrikander Feeling as to.
British Government Athmde

towards, 405
d hetween Pre-

Hatungh Veldtcomet] h -

Atm:k on Blocld:ouse
Lines, 236

H David. the
Oran e Rlvet, 272

Hellbron——l)lstnct to which Com-
mander-in-Chief de Wet
belonged, 10

Government of Orange Freo
State transferred to. us
Mentz, Commandant .
Engagement with Colunei
Byng's Column, 329
Heilbron Commando——Com»
mandant, Mr, L. Steene-
kamp, 10
ViceCommandant, Election of
Ccmmands in-Chief de

Vislu to, 1&, Commander-in=
Clnef de Wet, 286, 301 v
8

by Boeﬂ. 351 mots, 354
Hert:og, Judge—Contiauance of

the War, Arguments for
and against—V:
Conference, 488

Despatch of, to the South-
Western Dlstnc(s, 279

Mission to bring back Com-
mandoes which. had es~
caped from Prinsloo's Sur-
render, 177

Peace Negotiations—Member
ot Commission of National
Represquahvﬁ at the
Pretoria” Conference, 388,

436-469
Rejection of Britlsh Terms—
Proposal, 5
Report on Amtude of Burghers
in North-Western Parts of
Cape Colony, 243
Vice-Commaader-in-Chief, Ap=
ointment in Districts of
auresmith, etc., 201
Hides for Tanniug—Destructlon
by the British, 288

id Kruger and Steyn
and Lord Salisbury, 398—

De Wet s, Commander-in-Chief,
Meetings to ascertain the
fecling of the Burghers as
to Surrender of Indepen-

- lrretnevaily Lost,” 496
Maintenance of—Burghen
Mandate to Vereeniging
Delegates, 401, 403, 406,
417. 433, 475, 477, 479, 480,
483, 487, 488, 494, 49¢, 501
Peaco  Negotiations — Confer~
ence at Pretoria between
C ion of the Nati
Representatives and Lords
Knc.hener and Milper (May
19-28, 1602), 4 7. «:
Refusal of the

consxdu‘

of Kaffirs by Boers—

Kaﬁrs captured at Leeuw-
pruit Bridge, 148

Vn;had Atrocities — Murder
and Mutilation of Bur-
ghers, 584

Warfare, Native Methods—
Boer Sufferings at the
Hands of Zulus and Basu-

tos, 26

Kemp, General—Continuance of
the War, Independence of
the Repubhs, etc., 409

Situation in South Africa oa

May 13, 1902—Report to
the Vereeniging Coaofer-
ence, 414, 417

Kitchener, ~Lord —- Armistice
agreed on, to admit of At-
tendance of Boer Officers
at the Vereeniging Meet-

ing, 383
msnnderstandlng on the Part
of the British Columns, 384
Capture of President Steyn and
Commander - in - Chief de
Wet anuupated—Vnsit to

ot lndependenee. 377
Steyn. Pnsident. Views of, 3 o;-

Bsupe from Armoured Tram
near Leeuwspruit Bridge,

147
and Rood

Surrender of—C
fered by the British in
exchange, 416, 428
Vereeniging Conference, opin-
ions of Burghers' Delegates,
401, 404, 416, 417, 420, 422,
423, 424, 433, 43
tion of Foreign Powers on
behalf of the Regnbum—
Amtnde of England towards,
2
Boer‘Depumtlon to Buropean
Powers (see Deputauon)
Boer slélopa unfulbilled, 481,
488, 4971, 492, 50!
Germany, Reason for Non-in-
tervention,
Improbability of Intervention.
425, 429, 43'- 433
Intervenuon not desired by

Boe
Steyn, President. on, 313
512

—Commander-in-Chief de
Wet's first Engagemeat
with Lord Kitchener, 143,
144
Ind, of Republics as
basis for Peace Negotia~
tions, Refusal to consider—
Pretoria Coaference, 377,

472

Kroonstad, Arrival at, 146

Middelburg Peace Proposals (ses
that title)

Peace Negotiations — Confer-
ence at Pretoria with Com=
mission of National Repre-
sentatives (May 19 28,
10021, 388, 436-469

Is by the Boer Repre-
sentatives in April, 1703,
373-380

Prisoners, Order givea to Gen.




Kitchener, Lord, condinued—
Knox “not to take pri-
soners ' — South  African
News Statement, 233

Klerksdorp—Peace Deliberauans;

INDEX

Patehef:

Lines of C i

Krugersdorp == F
Railway — Crossed by
Commander - in - Chief de

the Repubh\::S. 370, 373
Knight, Captain Wyndham—
Surrender at Rhenosterriviers-

Tribute to, by C der-in-

mander-in-Chief de Wet'
Scheme for Cutting, 36
Orange Free State Railway—
Commander - in - Chief ~de
Wet’s Work on, 194, 195
Set , Captain, Work of,

194
‘Wolvehoek, Wrecking the Rail-

Wet, 190
Tadvermith
Bnhsh on Ladysmith, P
15 .
Bulwana Hill-—Boers sarprised
by British, 31

of 3rd Nov., 1899

Chief de Wet,

Koox, General—Bet! ehem, En-
gagement near, with Gene-
rals Botha and Fourie and
Commandant Prmsloo 244

29, 30
Relief, 68
Landsheer, Doctor de—Death at
Bothaville, English News-
pape{a‘: Report, 216

Cape Colony—C
Chlef deWet's Operations—
Attempted Inroad—Fighting
near Smithfield, 230
Expedition into Cape Colony,
Dispositions to prevent,
253, 254
Kroonstad taken by, 244
Pursuit of Commander-in-Chief
de Wet, 234, 235, 238
‘Thaba’Nchu, Engagement near,
with Gen. Fourie, 253
Koedoesberg—Struggle between
General Freach and Com-
mander-in-Chief de Wet,

42, 43, 44
Kotzé, Mr. (General Prinsloo’s
*Secre! tary) — Bearer to

Commander-in-Chief ~ de
Wet of News of General
Prinsloo’s Surrender, 175,

176

Kraaipan—Armoured Train cap-
tured by Boers, 14

Kritzinger, Commandant —

sing of Orange River,

Selzuze oi British Out-
post, 2.

Kritzinger, Commandant and
Captain Scheepers—-Bn-
g1gement with Brabant’s

Krom Ellenborg, Sub-district
to wi der - in «
Chlef de Wet belonged 10

11

Abandonmmt by Boerg,

116
Capture by General Knox, 244
Government of Orange Ftee
State transferred to, 79-
Government of Orange Free
State transferred to Heil-

Strength of British Fatces,

Kroonstad Commando, Share in
Battle of Modderspruit,

- Kruger, Prestdent—Despatch
Mission to Eutope to repre~

sent Condition of the Coun- .

try to Prwdent Kruger,
proposed, 292, 29

Peace, gomt Letter to Lord

Salisbury stating Conditions

on which the Republics

to  make

were
Peace, 398-g400

1
Equal Rights for English
and Dutch Languages in
Schools—Boer ‘Peace Pro-
posals to Lord Kitchener
(Apnl, 1902), 376
Terms of the Peacs Protocol,
452, 467
Objections to, 488, 499
Lecuwspruit Rallway Bridge—
Commander - in = Chief de
Wet's Scheme for breakmg
. British Lines of C

__way, 209 .

“ Little Majuba ”—Name given

to Swartbooiskop after
Nicholson’s Nek, 21

Loans by the British Government

for re-stonkmg Farms, etc.,

Long 'l‘om damaged by Dynamite,

Lootmg by British, 13
Losses in Wmmded etc
on either side dnnng the
War, 253, 306, 326, 492,
493, 500
Blijdschap, 33t
Bothaville, 216
Cape Colony Expedition, 258,
260

Co!enso, 36
t, 252

cation, 147
Froneman's, Genetal, Failure
carry out Instructions,

K:tchener’s, Lord, Bscape, 147

Liebenberg, General—
Frederiksstad—Failure of At-
tack on General Barton,

Mooi  River,

Dewetsdorp, 224, 225
Engagement betweer Com-
mandant Hasebroek and
Colonel White, 238
Frederiksstad Engagement, 2x2 .
+ Heilbron, 329
Koffiefontein, 50
Ladysmith, Bngagement of 3rd
Nov., 1899, 3
i Bndge, 147, 148

I with

Commander - in - Chief de
“Wet, 180

Retreat from burg, 182

Lindley, 329, 33
Magersfontein, 3/
{odd Spnnt 17

Liebenbergsvlei—
British Retreat, 349
Guns, Recapture by British at
Fanny’s Home Farm, 3s0
Lindley—
British Garrison Captured by
General Piet de Wet, 123
Destruction by the British, Al-
leged, 333
Bngagement pear, 330
Postponement of Second Boer
Attack — Escape of the
British during the Night,
332
Halt of Commander-; in-Chiei de
- Wet’s Forces, 3
Lindley-Kroonstad Lme of Block-
houses — Boers br
through the Line, 352
Lines of Communication—Boer
Attempts to cut British
Lines, 219, 305
America Siding Railway Line
reckedby General Frone-

De Wet, Commmder-m-Chxef
Schemes of, 190, 191, 193
Frederiksstad Station—Wreck-
ing of Railway Bridge and

Line, 180
luuzzspnﬂt Scheme, Failure
47, 1
Methuen” 'S, Lotd Railway Com-
munications — eral

Cronje’s Refusal to per-
mit Bxecution of Com-

513

Nicholson’s Nek 24
Paardeberg, 6
Prinsloo’s Sur:ender, 165
Reddersburg, 109
Reitz, 326
Rhenosterriviersbrug, 137
Roodewal, Extent of British
Losses, 134
Sanna’s Post, 89, o1, 92
Stinkfontein, 56, 62
Stormberg, 3
Tijgerfontein, 178
Tweefontein, 344
Vanvurenskloof, 179
Verkijkersdorp, 294
Vredefort Engagement 174
Loyalty to British Government—
der - in = Chief de
Wet’s :Fmal Advice to the

Lubbe Commandant — Return
om Paardenberg’s Drift,

Wmmded and Ouptured near
Thaba'Nchu, 111
Lyddite Shells, Bffect of—
Bethlehem Incident, 157
Magersfontein Laage:, 37

Maagbommen, 1

Mackonald, Genera! Sir Hector—
Command of _Reinforce-
ments against Bethlehem,

157
Machadodcrp—l’r&ident Steyn’s
Visit to the Government

KK
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Mndndodorp, condinsiod—
o South African Re-
publ.ln, 185
Magaha Mountains, Passage of,
Commander-in-Chief de
Wet, 186, 187. 188

British Losses, 36
Magersfontein Laager—
De Wet's, Goxaxma:du-in—ﬁid,
, 36, 37
Duties and Annoyanea of

Command,
Shelling by Bnnsh, 37
Women, Presence

mander-in-Chief de Wet'u
Failure to induce Govern-

ment to Prohibit, 38
Hailbaanuptured at Roodewal,
used by Boers,

b lh]ubn Day” -~ Capture of

Commandant van Merws .

and men, 361
Malan, Lieut.—Expedition into
Cape Calony, 258
Martial w—Proclamation by
Governments of
publics, 13
Massey, Major — Command at
Dewetsdorp, Commander-
in-Chmf de Wet's Tribute,

Ihtthl)san, Corporal Adriaan and
of the Maga-

lxa Mountains, 187, 188
Mauser Rifle in Portrait of Com-
mander-in-Chief de Wet,

History of, 192

Commandant—Loss of
Guns at Fanny's Home

Farm, 350
Medical Certificates, Abuse of by
Burghers, nols 80
I(djs, Comma.ndant J.—Tribute

Ments, Commnndant J. B—
Conﬁnum::omd 'ihs War, Im-
possi| of, 499
Sitoation in ySo\l h Africa on
15th May, 1902—Report
to the Veteemgmg Confer-
ence,

Merve, Commanda.ntonenl van,

wounded at Sanna’s Post,
Merve, Commandant van des—
Appomtment to Command of
Winburg Burghers, 87
Captu;s of on “ Mauubn Day,”
T

Meyer, Veldtcomet——lnss of Posi-
tion ¢ Stinkfontein, 8

Middelburg Peace P
Annuu by the Terms of
arranged at the Natal
Ptetorln Conference (May,
- 3902}, 465
e ) s the Nichol

Middelburg Peace Proposals, con-
umudg—

tives in May, r9o02, and

t.he Middelburg Proposals,

Kitchmet‘s‘,‘ Lord, Letter to
Commmdan = General

Both:

Reoexpt.sissuedbyBouOﬁws
Proviso as to Pnymmt,
457

M.i]ner. Lord—
Boer Ultimatum—Mr. Cham-
betlam s '{.':legnms 397

ﬁasts for Peace Negona-
tions, Refusal to consider
—Gmmcmimmss-
469, 472

Peace Negouadons—- Confer-
ence at Pretoria with Com-
mlsion of National Repre~
sentatives (May 13-29,
!902). 388, 436-469

Mobilif British Incapacity to
&aee with Boers, 180

{Ses also Waggons)
Modder ver -— Bnhsh en-

Moddu' Spnut, Battle of, 15, 16
oet and British liosss,P dar
derrivierpoort (se¢  Po)
Grove,
Mouller, Capt.—Bxplut at Roode~
Muller, Goneral €. H.—Continu-
ance of the War—Vereen-
Delegates’ Refusal to
nceept Bnhsh Surrender

Myringen, gurger killed at Rhen-
osterriviersbrug, 137

Nuuwpoort Pﬁ.nsloo s Sur-

National Scouts, f

Boerswnthbandsoil{af-

firs, 33
Night Attacks by the British
mshga by. 324
m the British, 233,

Nanr]e, M.r J —Independmoe of
the South African Repub-
lic and Orange Free State.

Vereeniging Delegates’
power to dedde as to Posi-
tion of British Subjects
fighting on Boer sids, ete.,

487
Nu‘ketk Altie van—Capture at
Honingkopies, 145
Neikerk, Captain—Appointment
as Commandant of

dmt Steyn's Bodyguard,

Nel, Commandant—

Farm stormed by Bnglish—
RBscape of Commander-in-
Chmf C. de Wet, 193, 194

Modder Spnut—Wst Wing of
Boer Forces commanded

by Nel, 16
Nidlolysms Nek—Failure to

crossing
Netherlands—
Peace — Correspondence with
tho British Government,

Boer Response to the Invita-
tion implied in the for-
warding of the Correspon-
dence, etc., 373, 374, 442

Queen of-Thanks of Boer

Generals for efforts to pro-.
mote Peace — Resolution
at the Vereeniging Confer-

Naul—Briush Subjecu fightir ence, 415
for the Boers (sss Col Newspapers—Circulation of Buro-
Burghers) Papers prohibited in
Natal Opennonn— L ge?ubhw by %ngland. 435
Absence  of Nichot
Chief de Wet after gth Dec.

189
59taﬂon Skirmish, 16
tein,

berg Passes,

tion by Orange Free Snn
Commmdos. 13

Bstcourt Skirmishes—General

Louis Bothl s Bxploits, 29

Failure of Boers to cut off Eng-

lish at Dundes and Elands-

Ambulanoe fot British Wound-
ed——Sn‘ G. White's Delay
sending, 25
Booty taken by Bous, 24
Swartbooiskop—
Nel's, Commandant, Failure
to hold, n, 22
Storming Steenckamp
and Comrnnndemn-(:hxef
C. de Wet, 22, 23
White Flag Incident, a3
’lhnsval Burghers, Work of,

Niwwoudt, General—Peace, Re-
‘o! British Terms,

Lndysmith (su ént title)

Modder, Spnut Battle of, 13, 16
Commander-in-
Chiet c. de Weu Recon-

:lmn
's Nek (sn that title)

Boer Leaders with refer-
ence to the proposed Con-
ference, 283

Difference between the Basly
of Negotiations pro
by the Boer Representa-

Nadonal Reg;esenudm (soe
egotiations)

Nlﬂmnl Scouts—Arming men

:‘ho bad taken the Oath

Bergh's, Cnpmnt.y'Athdn on

514

Night Attacks by the British—
Success_of, Losses caused

Norvalspont — Commander « in -

Chief C. de Wet's Schemes
for Operations in rear of
British, 107, 111

Oath of Neutrality, Breaking—
Re-arming of Burghers
who had taken the Oath,

Commander - jn - Chief de
Wet's Scheme, 199-203



Oath of Neutrality, Breaking, con-
tinued—

British mlifary Anthwiﬁu’
Breach of Terms of Lord

Roberts’ Proclamation jus-

Scheme, 202, 203
dant-—

INDEX

tures, etc.—

Armistice agreed on, to admit
of attendance of Officers
at the Vereeniging Meeting,

382
Misunderstanding on the part
onheBnhshOolnmns,{?

mmg it Station, Failure
ttack on, 150

Pnnsloos General, Position as

anam Burgher, Dissatis-

Terms already offered in
the Negonaﬁom of April,

1902, 437
Conference at Preforia between
the Commission of National

Representatives and Lords
Kitchener and Milner (19~
28 May, 1902), 388, 436
Draft Document drawn. up
to place Negotiations in a
position to amend the
Middelburg Proposals, 448,

Peace Negotiations—Boer Over- Peace Negotiations, contimucd—

Acceptance of British Terms,

3
9;‘ailuu of Food Supply
as reason for acceptance,

38%nwndiﬁonal Surrender
9. Acceptance, 474, 476,
480, 494, S01

Better Terms, Possibility of
obtalmns 482, 485, 486,

Deaswn as to Acceptance or
Rejection essential, 503
el Pro; -

nulled by the Terms of the

449 Protocol
Prolongation of Meetings due Fooe? o icel of May,

to Cable Correspondenco lﬁlner'S.Lord.'l‘deemms.ﬁs

with Great Britain, 472 Rejection of Tesms proposed,
Report of o 502

cussed at Y g Sig E Accep 8,

Mecting, 472 L < Question of, so3

publics, b ittee appointed to
“05'-“18 at  Klerksdorp, aid in iotmulat.\ng Peace

370, 3.
Bm'ger's. Vice - President,
Letter to President Steyn,

Forces in 1901, F
Steyn on, 314
Ortel, . Charles—Ovwmer of
Abraham’s Kraal, 69
Outbreak of the War, 13

Paardeberg — General thn)&’:

Bc.q'.‘i , Arrival

, 61

Cronje’s, Gen., Determination
not to abandon Laager, 57

Efforts to releass General
Cmie—-swrmmgoismk-
fontein, e 5662

ruary, 61
British Efforts to recapture
Position, 58, 59, 60 -
Way of Escape opened to
General Cronje, 57, 59
Sketch of Boﬂ and British

Positions, s.
SnmnderoiGmeral Cxon]e,sg
Effect on Boer Forces, 64, 67,

l(:. Captore l:y
Punienberg’i ant, British Ad-

vans
Camp oi @ Watﬂ'-draggers"
by British, 47
Palmietfontein—Boers breaking
through Blockhouse Line,
54
Panic aammg Boer Forces—
Busghers returning to Farms
after Fall of Pretosia, 324
Holspruits, 359

{see that title)
National Representatives—
Commission sent to the Pre-
toria Conference (May,
xgoz)

Proposals, 450, 473
‘l‘ut of Dra.(t Pr and
Draft wwnh
Amendmts sanctioned
by the British Govern-
ment, 451, 466
Time allowed for discussion

of Terms, 468
“ Ultimatum,” Description
of British Terms, 389
Penzhorm, Mr., Rel‘gtivs of—
Kind d

Dedsion  to int
Commission, 435
Names of Members, 388

EBlection of Representatives
iot the Commandos, 380,

Heenng ?t “oqeenlging (tsth

Smﬂhon, 432, 429, 433
Peace Terms proposed, 433,

“ h J‘“’_’ Ce 3

with the British Govemn-

ment, 368
to the Invita-
tion implied in the for-
ing of the -

3
dence, ete., 37 74, 442
3 s 3.

to
in-Chief de Wet, 186 -
Petrusberg — Capture of by
British, -

Poplar Grove—
Cmumtrsasﬁon of Boer Troops
at,
Kroger’s, President, Visit to
Boer Troops, 68
Panic among Boers — Com-
mander-in-Chief de Wet
unable to prevent flight, 69

Potdleistroom, Poﬂralt of Com-
hief de Wet,

History oi Mauser Rifle,
whit:happmsinthephokr

» 3
Siguing of Peace at elona.39:
Steyn’s, President, Views, 317
Terms of Peace sanctioned by
the British Government
and accepted by the Boers
(May, 3902)

515

Free

Vice-Commandant Igna-
tius du, killed near Beth-

lehem, 244
Presidency of Orange Free State—
Bxpiration of President Steyn’s
term of office—Difficulties

Presif,
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Presidency of Orange Free State,
condinued—
in the way of an Election,
Action the Doornberg
War Council, 249, 250
Resignation of President Steyn,

Capture by British, 123
Panic ensuing among
vaalers, 124
Peace Negotiations — Confer-
ence between Commission
of National Representa-
tives and Lords Kitchener
and Milnex (May 19-28
!902). 388. 436
Pretorius, W
Storming ot Bnush Schanze on
Orange River, 256
Tribute to, 333
Vddeornet, omination as, :57
Prinsloo, Commandant Mich:

Prisoners, confinued—

Total Number (35,000)
in the Hands of the
British in 1901, 315

Ta{}'wt's and  Prinsloo’s
eldtcornets, Burghers,
Capture of, 351

Boer Inability to keep their
Prisoners, 281, 504
Clo'.hmg taken by the Boers,
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