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Preface 

By way of introduction to my work, I wish, dear reader, 
to say only this short wl}rd: "I am no book-writer." 

But I felt that the story of this struggle, in which a small 
people fought for liberty and right, is justly said, through­
out the civilized world, to be unknown, and that it was my 
duty to record my personal experiences in this war, for the 
present and for the future generations, not only for the 
Afrikander people, but for the whole world. 

Not only did I consider this my duty, but I was encour­
aged to write by the urgings of prominent men among my 
people, of men of various nationalities, and even of several 
British officers. 

Well, dear reader, I hope that you will not feel disap­
pointed in reading these experiences, as it is not in me, as 
is perhaps som~times the case with historical authors, to 
~onjure up thrilling pictures, imaginary things, an~ put 
them together merely to make up a book or to make a name 
for themselves. Be that far from me! In publishing 
my book (although it is written in simple style) I had 
one object only, viz. to give to the world a story which, 
although it does not c9ntain the whole of the truth as re­
gards this wondrous war, yet contains nothing but the 
truth. 

The original has been written by me in Dutch, and I can 
therefore not be' answerable for its translation into other 
languages. 



Appendix A 

REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE GENERAL REPRE­
SENTATIVES .HELD AT VEREENIGING, IN THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLlC;.,ON THE 15TH OF MAY, 
1902, AND THE FOLLOWING DAYS. 

The first meeting of the representatives of the. two Govern, 
ments took place at II.30 a.m. on May 15th. 

There were present :-
For the South African Republio-His Honour the President, 

S. W. Burger; I. W. Reitz; Commandant"General L. Botha; 
Messrs. J. B. Krogh; L. J. Meijer; L. J. Jacobs; and His Honour 
the Staatsprocureur. . 

For the Orange Free State-States-President, M. J. Steyn; 
Judge, J.B. M. Hertzog: Secretary of State, W. J. B. Brebner; 
Commander-in-Chief, C. R. de Wet; and Mr. C. H. Olivier. 

The first matter discussed was the formula for the oath which 
the delegates were to take, and, it was decided that it should run 
as follows:- . 

" We, the undersigned, duly swear that we, as special national 
representatives, will remain true to our people, country, and 
Government, and that we will serve them to· the best of our 
ability, and fulfil our duties faithfully and with all necessary 
secrecy, as is the duty of aU faithful burghers and representatives 
of the nation. So help us God. II 

The question now arose as to whether the representatives had 
the right to decide, if circumstances rendered it necessary, upon 
any matter touching the independence of the country, irrespective 
of the powers given to the various delegates, for at some of the 
meetings the delegates had only received limited powers, whilst 
at others full authority had been given them to act according 
to their own judgment. 
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After considerable discussion it was decided to lay the matter 
before the delegates themselves. 

The following representatives were called into the tent, and 
took the oath :-

For the South African Republic. 

I. H. A. Alberts, Vechtgeneraal; for Heidelberg. 
2. J. J. Alberts, Commandant; for Standerton and Wakker­

stroom. 
3. J. F. de Beer, Commandant; for Bloemhof. 
4. C. F. Beijers, Assistant-Commandant-General; for Water-

berg. 
S. C. Birkenstock, burgher; for Vrijheid. 
6. H. J. Bosman, magistrate; for Wakkerstroom. 
7. Christiaan Botha, Assistant - Commanqant • General; for 

Swaziland and the States Artillery. 
8. B. H. Breijtenbach, Veldtcornet; for Utrecht. 
9. C. J. Brits, Vechtgeneraal; for Standerton. 

10. J. B. Cilluos, Vechtgeneraal; for Lichtenburg. 
II. J. de Oercq, burgher; for Midde1burg. 
12. T. A. Donges, Ve1dtcornet; for Dorp Midde1burg in Regeer-

ingswacht. 
13. H. S.Grobler, Commandant; for Bethal. 
14. J. L. Grobler, burgher; for Carolina. 
IS. J. N. H. Grobler, Vechtgeneraal; for Ermelo. 
16. B. J. van Heerden, Veldtcornet; for Rustenburg. 
17. J. F. J ordaan, Commandant; for Vrijheid. 
18. J. Kemp, Vechtgeneraal; for Krugersdorp. 
19. P. J. Liebenberg, Vechtgeneraal; for Potchefstroom. 
20. C. H. Muller, Vechtgeneraal; for Boksburg. 
21. J. F. Naude, burgher; for Pretoria, late Commandant with 

General Kemp. 
22. D. J. E. Opperman, Veldtcornet; for Pretoria. 
23. B. J. Roos, Veldtcomet; for Piet Retief. 
24. P. D. Roux, Ve1dtcomet; for Marico. 
2S. D. J. Schoeman, Commandant; for Lijdenburg. 
26. T. C. Stoffberg, Landdrost i for Zoutpansberg. 
27. S. P. du Toit, Vechtgeneraal; for Wolmaransstad. 
28. P. L. Uijs, Commandant; for Pretoria. 
29. P. R. Viljoen, burgher i for Heidelberg. 
30 • W. J. Viljoen, Commandant i for Witwatersrand. 
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For the Orange Free State. 

I. C. C. F. Badenhorst, Vice - Commandant-in-Chief ; for 
Boshof, Hoopstad. West Bloemfontein. Winburg, and 
Kroonstad. 

2. A. J. Bester, Commandant; for Bethlehem.; 
3. A. J. Bester, Commandant; for Bloemfontein. 
4. L. P. H. Botha, Commandant; for Harrismith. 
S. G. A. Brand. Vice - Commandant-in-Chief ; for Bethulie, 

Rouxville, Caledon River, and Wepener in the eastern 
part of Bloemfontein. 

6. H. J. Brouwer, Commandant; for Bethlehem. 
7. D. H. van Coller, Commandant; for Heilbron. 
8. F. R. Cronje. Commandant; for Winburg. 
9. D. F. H. Flemming, Commandant; for Hoopstad. 

10. C. C. Froneman, Vice-Commandant-in-Chief; for Winburg 
and Ladybrand. 

II. F. J. W. J. Hattingh, Vice-Commandant-in-Chief; for the 
eastern part of Kroonstad, in the district of Heilbron. 

12. J. A. M. Hertzog, Commandant; for PhilippoIis. 
13. J. N. Jacobs. Commandant; for Boshof. 
14. F. P. Jacobsz, Commandant; for Harrismith. 
IS. A. J. de Kock, Commandant; for Vrede. 
16. J. J. Koen. Commandant; . for Ladybrand. 
17. H. J. Kritzinger, Veldtcornet; for Kroonstad. 
18. F. E. Mentz, Commandant; for Heilbron. 
19. J. A. P. van der Merwe, Commandant; for Heilbron. 
20. C. A. van Niekerk. Commandant; for Kroonstad. 
21. H. van Niekerk, Commandant. 
22. J. J. van Niekerk; Commandant; for Fricksburg. 
23. I. K. Nieuwoudt; Vice-Commandant-in-Chief; for .Faure­

smith, PhilippoIis, and J acobsdal. 
24. H. P. J. Pretorius; Commandant; for J acobsdal. 
25. A. M. Prinsloo. Vice-Commandant-in-Chlef; for Bethlehem 

in Ficksburg. 
26. L. J. Rautenbach, Commandant; for Bethlehem. 
27. F. J. Rheeder, Commandant; for Rouxville. 
28. A Ross, Commandant; for Vredeo 
29. P. W. de Vos, Commandant; for Kroonstad. 
30. W. J. Wessels, yice-Commandant-in-Chief i for Harrismith 

and Vrede. 
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The meeting now proceeded to choose a chairman, and the 
following were proposed :-J. de Clercq, C. F. Beijers, C. C. 
Froneman, W. J. Wessels, and G. A. Brand ... 

The choice of the meeting fell on General C. F. Beijers, who 
called upon the Rev. Mr. Kestell to .offer prayer. . 

lIis Honour, S. W. Burger, now declared that the meeting was 
formally opened, and after the Chairman had spoken a few words, 
the representatives adjourned until three o'clock. 

When they reassembled, the Chairman requested President 
Burger to explain the objects for which the meeting had been 
called~ . 

Then the President spoke a few words of welcome to all; he 
expressed his sorrow for the absence of some who would certainly 
have been present had they not given their lives for their country. 
But still there were many left to represent the two RepUblics . 

.. The difficulties which confront us," continued the President, 
.. are like a great mountain, at the foot of which we have just 
arrived. Everything now depends on us who are assembled 
together· here. It is impossible to deny that the state of affairs 
is very serious, and that the future . looms dark before us. Our 
position requires the most careful consideration, and as there 
are sure to be differences of opinion, it will be necessary for us 
to bear with one another, and yet, at the same time, to speak 
our minds freely." . 

The President proceeded to refer to the correspondence which 
had taken place between Holland and England. A copy of this 
correspondence had been sent, through LOrd Kitchener, to the 
Governments of the two RepUblics. The opinion of the Trans­
vaal Government (which was the first to receive the correspon­
dence) was that advantage should be taken of this opportunity. 
It was proposed to ask Lord Kitchener to allow the Transvaal 
Government to meet that of the Orange Free State,.so that they 
might discuss the desirability of making a. peace proposal to 
England. The two Governments had accordingly met, and had 
corresponded with Lord Kitchener and Lord Milner. As a 
restiIt of this, a letter, with the above correspondence annexed, 
had been sent to the various commandos. . 

.. We felt," continued President Burger, .. that we. had no 
power to surrender. our independence. and that we were only 
justified in making such terms of peace as would not endanger 
our national existence. Whether it is or is. not our duty to 
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surrender our independence is a question that must be left to 
the decision of our people. And it is to represent the people 
that you are here. It is from your lips, then, that our Govern­
ments must learn the opinions of the two nations, It is clear 
enough that the English Government has no idea of allowing-us 
to remain independent-it expresses surprise that we even dare 
to speak of such a thing. . 

II You have now to report upon the condition of the country, 
and upon· the circumstances in which your wives and children 
are placed. You have also to decide whether you are willing to 
make any further sacrifices. We have lost so much already that 
it would be hard, indeed, to lose our independence as well. But, 
although this matter is so near to our hearts, we must still listen 
to the voice of reason. The practical question, then, which we 
have to ask ourselves is, whether we are prepared to watch our 
people being gradually exterminated before our eyes, or whether 
we should not rather ~ek a remedy. 

II The Government can do nothing without the support of the 
nation. You, therefore, must determine our best course. For 
instance, if you come to the conclusion that we have exhausted 
every expedient, will you still continue the struggle? Are we 
not to desist until every man of us is in captivity, in exile, or 
in his grave? Again let me urge you to speak freely, and yet 
with consideration for the feelings of others. For myself, I'can 
truly say that my spirit.is not yet broken; but I would hear 
from you what the feeling of the people is. 

II At this point, however, a difficulty arises. -Some of you, 
having only ~eceived limited powers from your constituencies, 
appear to think that you would not be justified in exceeding your 
mandates, while others have been authorized to act as circum­
stances may seem to require. But I do not think that this 
difficulty should be insurmountable. At least 1 beg· of. you not 
to allow it to cause any dissension among you; Let us all be 
of one mind. If we are united, then will the nation be united 
also; but if we are divided, in what a plight will the nation find 
itself! " 

A letter was then read from the deputation in Europe, which 
had been written five months previously, and which had been 
brought through the English lines in safety. It contained little 
more than an assurance that our cause occupied a better position 
in Europe than it had ever done before; 
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The Chairman then asked Commandant L. Botha to address 
the meeting. 

Complying with this request, the Commandant said that he 
wished to be assured, before anything further was done, that the 
fact that some of the representatives had been entrusted with 
limited powers, whereas others had been given a free hand, was 
not going to prove to be an insurmountable obstacle to united 
action on their part; 

To this Judge Hertzog replied that it was a principle in law 
that a delegate is not to be regarded as a mere agent or mouth­
piece of his constituents, but, on the contrary (when dealing 
with public affairs), as a plenipotentiary-with the right, what­
ever his brief might be, of acting to the best of his judgment. 

States-Procureur Smuts concurred in this opinion, which ap­
peared to satisfy both the Commandant-General and also all the 
other representatives, for no further allusion was made to the 
subject by anybody. 

Commandant-General Botha now made his report; 
In the districts of Vrijheid and Utrecht, he stated, the store 

of maize was so small that it could not last for more than a short 
time; but there was still a great number of slaughter-cattle. In 
the districts of Wakkerstroom there was- hardly sufficient grain 
for one month's consumption; Two other. districts had still a 
large enough number of slaughter-cattl~nough, in fact, to last 
for two or three months. In Ermelo, to the west and north-west 
of the blockhouses, and in Bethal, Standerton, and Middelburg, 
there was grain for one month. But the Heide1burg and Pretoria 
commandos had now, for the first time, no com remaining for 
food. In the neighbourhood of Boksburg the only grain left 
was the old maize of the previous year, whilst there were no 
cattle at all in the district. When he had visited Boksburg he 
had found that the commandos had had no meat for three days. 
In the country between Vereeniging and Ermelo there were only 
thirty-six goats, and no cattle whatsoever. In the Wakker­
stroom district, however, there were still a few slaughter-cattle. 
The horses were everywhere worn out and exhausted. They 
had been so constantly kept on the move, owing to the enemy's 
increasing attacks, they could now only cover the shortest 
distances. 

The Kaffir question was becoming from day to day more 
serious. At Vrijheid, for instance, there was a Kaffir commando 
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which had already made several attacks upon the burghers. 
This attitude of the Kaffir population was producing a very dis­
piriting effect upon the burghers. 

The women were in a most pitiable state, now that the lines 
of blockhouses had been extended in all directions over the 
country. Sometimes the commandos had to break through the 
lines and leave the women behind alone; . and when the burghers 
later on retumea they would perhaps find that the women had 
been driven from their houses, and, in some instances, treated 
with atrocious cruelty. . 

Referring to the numbe~ in the field, he said that there were, 
in the whole of the Transvaal, ten· thousand eight hundred and 
sixteen men, and that three thousand two hundred and ninety­
six of them had no horses. The enemy during the summer had 
taken many of the burghers prisoner; and since June, 1901, the 
commandos had diminished to the extent of six thousand and 
eighty-four men. The burghers thus lost to them had either 
been killed, or taken prisoner, or had surrendered their arms. 

The number of households was two thousand six hundred and 
forty. • 

The Commandant-General concluded by saying that the three 
greatest difficulties with which they were confronted were their 
horses, their food supply, and the miserable condition of their 
women and children. 

Commander-in-Chief de Wet then spoke. He said he would 
leave it to the delegates who were officers to make reports. They 
had come from far and near, and knew exactly what the condition 
of things was. He, however, could state that the number of 
burghers in the Orange Free State was six thousand one hundred 
and twenty, of whom about four hundred were not available for 
service. The Basutos, he found, were more favourably inclined 
to the Boer cause than ever before . 

.. General De la Rey," continued General de Wet, "like myself, 
does not quite know what task he has to perform here, but he 
thinks with me that the duty of making reports belongs to the 
delegates. However, he feels bound to state that in his ditisions 
there is a great scarcity of everything. But precisely the same 
state of affairs existed there a year ago. And when his burghers 
were at that time without food-well, he weJJ.t and got it for 
them." (Cheers.) 

General Beijers (Waterberg) then addressed the delegates, 
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telling them that he would not detain them long~ In Zoutpans­
berg, he stated, they had still a plentiful supply of food, for they 
were able to buy from the Kaffirs. At Waterberg the Kaffirs 
were neutral, but at Zoutpansberg they were getting out of hand. 
Yet, since no co-operation existed amongst them, they were not 
to be feared, and any uprising could easilybe.quelled. 

Besides this trouble, they had many difficulties to face, which 
were produced by horse-sickness and fever. 

As to the question· of. grain, there was food enough for the 
whole of the Transvaal and the Orange Free State. But now 
the English were beginning to buy up the maize at £X a sack. 

General Muller (Boksburg) reported that in his division the 
burghers had never suffered from hunger. He could still hold 
out for a fcw months more, as food could be obtained from the 
Kaffirs. There was, it could not be denied, a tcndency to mutiny 
amongst the Kaffirs, but he did not think that this need cause 
any anxiety. He believed that he would. be able to carry on 
operations until the end of the winter. 

General Froneman (Ladybrand) said that the condition of his 
divisions, namely Winburg and Ladybrand, gave no cause for 
uneasiness. There were still eighty families in the districts, but 
they were able to provide for all their necessities. The Kaffirs 
were peaceable and well disposed, and were of great service to 
the burghers, for whom they bought clothing in Basutoland. 
It was possible for the burghers, he considered, to hold out for 
more than a year. 

General Hattingh (Kroonstad) declared that in one part of 
the Kroonstad district there were still plenty of sheep and cattle, 
and that seed had been sown for next year's harvest .. But 
another part of the district was entirely exhausted, and had to 
obtain its supplies from Bethlehem. . 

General Badenhorst (Boshof) stated that he could report on 
the Boshof district and the parts of the Winburg and Bloemfon­
tein districts to the west of the railway. There were enough 
cattle to last his commandos for years, even if they had no other 
food a1 all. Recently he had captured fifteen hundred head of 
cattle, and he was in a position to give assistance to other districts. 
Grain, however, was not so plentiful as it had been the previous 
year, but nevertheless there was still a large enough supply to 
permit him to send help to others. 

General Nieuwoudt (Fauresmith) reported that his district was 
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entirely devastated, and that for the last seven mOnthS~r~dY 
been a dearth of all provisions; nevertheless, his. burg d 
contrived to live. There was, moreover, enough com left to laS 
them for another year. There were now only three women in 
the whole of his district. 

General Prinsloo (Bethlehem) declared that he would be 
telling a falsehood if he were to say that there was no food in 
his district. He possessed slaughter-cattle and com, and coulQ. 
help other districts. One of his commandants had recently 
found a store of maize (consisting of one hundred and thirty 
sacks) buried in the ground. The enemy had made many in­
roads into his district, arid especially during the last few months. 
The blockhouses were a source of constant annoyance to him. 

General Brand (Bethulie) reported upon the south-western 
part of the Orange Free State, where he commanded. There 
were some parts of his division, he said, which had been entirely 
laid waste. Everything had been carried off; there was not a 
sheep left; and the burghers had been without meat for days. 
But he was able to capture booty, and could still hold out for a 
year. 

General Wessels (Harrismith) drew attention to the constant 
passage of large Kaffir families through the districts of Harrismith 
and Vrede. He could tell the delegates that the Kaffirs had been 
quite astonished that there were still cattle and sheep and sup­
plies of grain in the districts. He had 'not yet come to the end 
of his provisions; but, even if everything were taken, he saw a 
chance of obtaining food from elsewhere. . 

Commandant C. A. van Njekerk (Kroonstad) declared that if 
there was one part of .the country which was entirely exhausted 
it was the part where he was in command, namely Hoopstad and 
a portion of Kroonstad. But yet, during the last twelve months, 
they had been able to obtain food, and even to sow for the en­
suing year. There were no cattle in his district; but he had 
taken a thousand sheep and fifty-two cattle from the English; 

Commandant van der Merwe (Heilbron) spoke to the s~e 
effecL . 

General Smuts was the next to address the meeting. He 
began by saying that his expedition into Cape Colony had been 
the outcome of the advice which the deputation had given in' 
July, 1901, namely to continue the war. That he had been in 
command of it had come about in the following way. News had 
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hE-en received in the Transvaal that affairs in Cape Colony were 
- taking a favourable turn, and accordingly General De la Rey had 
received orders to go thither, and to take over the command 
there. But afterwards it was thought wiser to annul these 
orders, because De la Rey could not well be spared from the 
western parts of the Transvaal. Owing to this, he (General 
Smuts) took the task upon his own shoulders, and crossed the 
Orange River with two hundred men. He had had a difficult 
task to accomplish. He had marched through Cape Colony to 
Grahamstad, and from thence he had pushed on towards the 
coast, through Graaff Reinet. Thence he had proceeded to the 
neighbourhood where he was, now carrying on operations. 

He had visited every commando, and as he had seen that there 
were signs of disorder amongst them he had taken them all 
under his own command. In this way he had found himself at the 
head of some fifteen hundred men. During his expeditions 
Commandant Lotter had been captured with a hundred men; 
this had reduced his force to only fourteen hundred. But since 
then the number had nearly doubled, so that they now had two 
thousand six hundred men (divided into twenty commandos) 
under arms in Cape Colony. In addition to these men there was 
a division under General de Villiers operating in Griqualand West, 
and another under Commandant van der Merwe in Bechuana­
land. The total numbers of these two divisions amounted to 
about seven hundred men. 

Passing on to the question whether help was to be expected 
from Cape Colony, General Smuts declared that there would be 
no general rising. The reports which represented such a rising 
as possible had exaggerated matters. There were great diffi­
culties in the way of a general rising. First, there was the 
question of horses-and in Cape Colony 'the want of horses was 
as great, if not greater, than in the Republics. Secondly, it was 
exceedingly difficult for Colonials to rise, for they knew that 
not only would they have to be fJoetgangers,l but also that if they 
wwe captured they would be very -severely punished by the 
English. The scarcity of grass was also greatly against any 
such attempt. The horses had to be fed, and, as the enemy had 
forbidden any sowing, it was almost impossible to find food for 
them. A counter proclamation had indeed been issued by the 
Republics, but it had been of no avail. 

• Infantry. 
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He was of opinion that the small commandos which had already 
been in Cape Colony had done the best' they could. The question 
that now arose was whether the whole of their forces ought to 
be sent from the Republics into Cape Colony. He himself 
thought that there was an opening for them, but the difficulty 
was to find a method of getting them there. The existence of 
this difficulty, and the facts which he had brought before the 
delegates, had forced him to the conclusion that a general rising 
in Cape Colony was an impossibility; 

As to the continuation of the war and matters of that nature, 
they must naturally be settled by the Republics, and not by 
Cape Colony. 

The meeting was then adjourned until eight o'clock in the 
evening. 

Upon its reassembling, Commandant Uijs (Pretoria, North) 
said that in that part of the district of Pretoria which lay to the 
north of the Delagoa Bay Railway there were still cattle enough 
to last for a considerable time, but that the store of grain would 
be exhausted within a fortnight. The number of horses also 
was insufficient. The district could muster one hundred. and 
fifty-three mounted men and one hundred and twenty-eight 
fJoetgangers. In the division of Onderwijk, Middelburg, there 
were twenty-six mounted men and thirty-eight fJoetgangers. 

Commandant Grobler (Bethal) stated that in his district they 
had not been left undisturbed during the summer. Only a short 
time previously he had lost sixty-three men in an engagement, 
where he had been besieged in a kraal, out of which he, with one 
hundred and fifty-three burghers, had ~anaged to escape. 
Bethal had been laid waste from one end to the other, and he 
had ·no provisions for his commandos. He had on his hands 
three hundred women and children; these were in a serious 
position, owing to the lack of food; some of the women had also 
been assaulted by Kaffirs. 

General Christiaan Botha (Swaziland) then reported 01\ the 
condition of the Swaziland commando. They had no provisions 
in hand, and were simply living by favour of the Kaffirs. They 
had no women there. His commando of one hundred and 
thirteen men was still at Piet Retief. As there was no grain to 
be had, they were compelled to go from kraal to kraal and buy 
food from the Kaffirs."and this required, money. Yet somehow 
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or other they had managed to keep soul and hody together . 
.. I have fought for the Transvaal," he concluded, .. for two and 
a half years, and now, since I hear that there is food in the Free 
State, I shall fight for the Free State for two and a half years 
more." . 

General Brits (Standerton) said that he had still provisions for 
two months, but no cattle. He .had sixty·five families with him., 
and found it very difficult to provide them with the necessaries 
of life. Altogether, things were in a most critical state. 

Mr. Birkenstock (Vrijheid) spoke as follows: 
.. I shall go deeper into some of the points which the Com­

mandant-General has brought forward in his general report of 
the matter. At Vrijheid we have been harassed by large forces 
of the enemy for six or eight months, and the district is now 
completely devastated. The presence of women and children 
causes great difficulty, for of late the English have refused to 
receive the families which, compelled by absolute famine, wished 
to take refuge with them. There is also continual danger from 
the Kaffirs, whose attitude towards us is becoming positively 
hostile. Both horses and grain are scarce; but as far as the 
latter is concerned there will be sufficient, provided that the 
enemy does not return. One morning recently a Kaffir com­
mando, shortly before daybreak, attacked a party of our men, 
who lost fifty-six killed out of a total of seventy. That peace 
must be made at all costs is the opinion of all the families in my 
district, and I feel it my duty to bring this opinion before you." 

Commandant Alberts (Pretoria and Middelburg) said that his 
burghers had had no rest for a year, and that during that period 
no ploughing or sowing had been done in the district. Conse­
quently a commando would not be able to find the means of 
subsistence there. ,On three occasions he had been forced to 
take refuge in a kraal, but fortunately had always been able to 
make his escape. They had no cattle which they could use for 
food, although he had received some, through Commandant 
Roo~: from the Free State. Their horses were in the worst 
possible condition. 

Landdrost Bosman (Wakkerstroom) then gave an account of 
the condition of affairs in his district. They were dependent for 
everything, except meat, upon the Kaffirs, giving them meat in 
exchange. This year there had been a very poor crop of mealies, 
and, such as it was. it had been much damaged by the enemy. 
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Still the burghers might manage, with what mealieS they had, to 
last out for another two months; but the women and children 
also needed to be provided for. The cattle were beginning to 
run short, and the few horses that they had were so weak that 
they would require a fortnight's rest before they could be used. 
It might become necessary for the commandos to leave the dis­
trict, and if so, what was to become of the families ? 

Mr. de Clercq (Middelburg) regretted that he was unable to 
give as cheery a report as some of the gentlemen present had 
done. The part of Middelburg which he represented was in an 
almost hopeless condition. There were no slaughter-cattle, and 
only enough grain to last for a very short time. Out of five 
hundred horses only one hundred now remained, and these could 
do no work, being too weak even to get away when, it became 
necessary to retreat from the enemy. The state of the burghers 
was very discouraging; if they should be compelled <to leilve the 
district the question would arise whether, considering the con­
dition of their horses, it would be possible for them to n( ..1 their 
new destination. There were fifty families in Middelburg, and 
thiIlgs were going very badly with them. The district would 
have to be abandoned, and what would then be' the fate of the 
families, which even now could only be scantily provided for? 
The women had wished to go on foot to the English; but he had 
advised them to wait until the results of the present negotiations 
should become known. 

Commandant David Schoeman (Lijdenburg) said that although 
but a short time ago there had been eight hundred head of cattle 
in his district, they had now all been carried off. Grain there 
was none. Should fighting be continued,. he was at a loss to 
know how he could provide for the women; 

Commandant Opperman (Pretoria, South) reported on that 
part of the Pretoria district which lies south of the line. What 
he said agreed substantially with the report of Commandant 
Alberts. (See page 4I2.) 

Commandant Liebenberg (Potchefstroom) stat!)d that durjng , 
the last eight or nine months blockhouses had been erected in his 
district. All that was now left to him was a strip of country 
about twelve miles long; here he could still exist. A good deal 
of seed had been sown, but the crops had of late. fallen into the 
hands of the English. The grain was altogether spoilt; some 
of it had been burnt, the rest trodden down by the horses. There 
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were ninety-three households in his district. Between Lichten­
burg and Potchefstroom there were some women from the Orange 
Free State who were reduced to the most dire strajts. They had 
told him that if things did not improve they intended to go on 
foot to Klerksdorp, and he had replied that they must wait for 
the result of the negotiations. He had still four hundred 
mounted men, in addition to one hundred f)oetgangers. He 
could hold out for a short time longer, and then would have to 
look for some way out of his difficulties. 

General du Toit (Wolmaransstad) said that there were five 
hundred families in his district, but little enough for them to live 
on. Though his horses were weak, he would be able to save 
himself by strategy if he should get into a tight corner. His 
commandos were small-only four hundred and fifty mounted 
men. The cattle were in good condition, but grain was scarce. 

Commandant de Beer (Bloemhof) had still under his command 
as many as four hundred and forty-four mounted men and one 
hundred and sixty-five f)oetgangers. Both grain and cattle were 
scarce, but then Bloemhof had never possessed many head of 
cattle. So far the families had not suffered from want. He 
would be able to hold out for another year~ 

General Kemp reported that he had under him Krugersdorp, 
Rustenburg, and parts of Pretoria and Johannesburg. In the 
district of Krugersdorp no more sowing was possible, and the 
majority of cattle had been carried away. Yet there was no 
want. Why should he lack for anything when he was in possession 
of a great" commissariat" extending as far as the Zoutpansberg, 
where General Beijers was in command? He took what he 
wanted from the Kaffirs.-it was not their property; he was only 
taking back what really belonged to the burghers. 

Commandant-in-Chief de Wet here asked why the eastern 
divisions of the Transvaal could not do like General Kemp, and 
take what they required from the Kaffirs ? 

General Kemp replied that the fact that in the eastern parts 
the Kaffirs were united with the English made the difference. 
The Kaffirs there, he said, gave all they looted to the English, 
who then sold them the cattle back again. If then cattle were 
taken in those parts, it would be cattle which was really the 
property of the Kaffirs. Moreover, the Zulus were Kaffirs of a 
different sort to those with which he (the General) had to deal. 
General Botha also had said that among the Kaffirs in the Eastern 
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Transvaal there were not to be found any cattle belonging to the 
burghers; 

Mr. J. L. Grobler (Carolina) had not as yet had to complain of 
any lack of cattle or grain in his district. The English. ho~ever, by 
their system of blockhouses, had cut the burghers off 'frOPl the 
greater part of the crop. If nothing happened, the newly-sown 
crops ought to produce a good harvest; but he did not like the 
temper of the Kaffirs. His men could still hold out for another 
six or seven months. The three hundred horses still remaining 
to them were in a weak condition; such as they were, there was 
not one apiece for the burghers. 

Mr. J. Naude (Pretoria) said that he represented a part of 
Pretoria and General Kemp's flying column. In his district 
sowing and harvesting went on as usual. There were fortunately 
no women and children. Although the commandos had not a 
superabundance of cattl~, yet no- one lacked for any of the neces-
saries of life. ' 

The ineetingwas then closed with prayer, and adjourned until 
the following morning; 

'FRIDAY, MAy 16TH, 1902. 

The meeting opened with prayer a little after nine a.m. The 
correspondence which the two Governments had addressed to 
the burghers, in order that it might be communicated to their 
representatives at one of these meetings, was first read. It was 
then debated whether the meet~ng should request Lord Kitchener 
to put it into cOII1I!lunication with the deputation in Europe. 
After speeches pro and con; it was decided not to do so. 

Thereupon General Froneman proposed the following resolu­
tion: 

II This meeting is of opinion that the Governments should be 
asked in the first place to thank His Majesty the King of England 
and Her Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands, through Lord 
Kitchener, for the efforts which (as appears from the corre­
spondence between the said Governments) they have mad'e to 
set on foot negotiations for peace; and, in the second place, 
to express to them the regret of this meeting that His Majesty's 
Government has not accepted the proposal of Her Majesty's 
Government that the representatives of the two Republics now 
in Europe (who still enjoy the full confidence of their fellow-
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countrymen) should be allowed to return home, and also that 
Lord Kitchenerhas declined a similar request addressed to bim 
by the Goyemments of the two Republics." 
• This pi)posal was seconded by Commandant Flemming, and 
carrie9_ 
. After another proposal, made by H. J. Bosman, and seconded 
by J. H. Grobler, had been rejected, the correspondence referred 
to above came under discussion. 
~ The first speaker was Mr. P. R. Viljoen, who spoke as follows : 

"We can apply to our own country those words of Scripture, 
, The place whereon thou standest is holy ground.' The soil on 
which we are now standing, wet as it is with the blood and tears 
of our forefathers and also of the many who have fallen in this 
present struggle, may well be regarded as 'holy ground.' 

"That we should ever have to surrender this country is a 
horrible thought. Yet it must be faced. It is certain at least 
that many districts must be abandoned, for the enemy is doing 
his utmost to collect us together at a few isolated places, where 
he will be able to concentrate his forces upon us. 

" From the reports which we have received it appears that the 
state of affairs in the Orange Free State is still hopeful. Not so 
in the Transvaal. There our prospects are of the gloomiest. 

"My opinion is that we must endeavour to bring this war to ' 
an end. If there was the least chance of our being able to main­
tain our independence, we would still fight on, and not even the 
bitterest sufferings would appear unendurable. But have we any 
such chance ?-that is the question which we have got to answer. 

"We know pothing, it will be said, of the present state of 
"affairs in Europe, for the J;6Port from our deputation, which has 
just been read in your presence, is six months old. Nevertheless, 
if anything favourable to us had occurred since then, we must 
have heard of it by now. 

" It is evident that we must endeavour to obtain peace on 
terms honourab~ to ourselves. But how are we to do so? By 
kee:ping our independence in view when making terms with the 
enemy, you will answer. Nevertheless, I think it would be 
advisable for us to commission our Governments to ask the 
English Government once more what concessions it is prepared 
to make to us on condition of our surrendering our independence. 
Until we know this we can come to no final decision. 
_ "Though it is a bitte(thing to have to say, yet I feel it my 
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duty to tell you that I honestly believe it to be impossible fat us 
to carry on the war any longer." 

Mr. de Clercq then addressed the meeting in the following 
words: ' 

"The question before us is, whether or not the war can be 
continued? To answer it, we must look forward into the future; 
We must ask ourselves what consequences will ensue from a 
continuance of hostilities. and what will be the result of their 
cessation. 

II We have only fifteen thousand men against the enemy's 
quarter of a· million; Our food and horses are scarce, and we 
have other difficulties besides these. It is impossible to go on 
with the struggle. 

II Nevertheless, if I believed that to do so would give us a 
chance of retaining our independence, I also would be ready for 
further sacrifices .. But as it is impossible to retain our inde­
pendence, surely we shall only be storing up misery for the future 
if we continue fighting until every man of us is a prisoner or in 
his grave. I am of opinion that our most reasonable courSe is 
to save what is still left to us-our existence as a nation. It is 
not too late to save it now, but who can tell what the future 
holds in store for us? If we are to be still further reduced in 
number, we shall soon cease to exist as a nation; Can it be right 
to sacrifice a nation which has fought as the African nation has 
done? " 

Commandant Rheeder (Rouxville) then spoke as follows: 
II I know that the times are very dark, but still there are some 

rays of light. You have been asked whether you will continue 
fighting until you are exterminated. But there is another alter­
native. Will you not continue fighting until you are relieved ? 
I maintain that our independence must be a sine qua non of any 
negotiations that we make-we cannot give it up. So long as 
we have life we must continue to fight, and we must only lay 
down our arms when relief arrives." 

General Kemp now rose to his feet. " I am fully aware,''' he 
said, II of the very serious position in which we are placed. Yet, 
when the war began, the position was no less grave. We must 
continue our resistance. When we recall to our minds how much 
this war has cost us, and what rivers of blood have flowed, we 
feel that it is impossible to surrender. As far as I am concerned, 
unless relief comes, I will fight on till I die. 
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" But one should not look only at the dark side of the picture. 
It is true enough that in some districts food is scarce, but there 
are none in which it is absolutely unobtainable. The districts 
threatened by famine must be abandoned-that is the way to 
deal with the difficulty. 

" It has been pointed out that a large number of our men have 
been killed or taken prisoners. This fact, however, only fills me 
with courage. A cause that has cost us so dearly must never be 
forsaken. To own ourselves beaten would be to dig a grave for 
the African nation, out of which it would never rise. Why should 
we lose our trust in God? Up to this moment He has aided us, 
and He will always be our Helper." 

Vice·Commandant Breijtenbach (Utrecht) then spoke as 
follows : 

" The burghers whom I represent have told me to inform them, 
when these deliberations have come to an end, whe~er a con­
tinuation of the war is possible, and if it be possible, how it is to 
be accomplished. If I cannot ass~e them that we are able to 
continue the struggle, the men of Utrecht will not fight any more. 
As you know, I can give them no such assurance. 

"There are ten districts in the Transvaal which are unable 
to fight any longer. It surely is not proposed to leave these 
districts in the lurch 1 We must not only consult our sentiments, 
but also our reason. And what does the voice of reason say? 
This-that the continuation of the war is an impossibility. 
Should you decide now to continue the war, 'you would have to 
start a fresh campaign; and you know that that is beyond our 
powers. 

" A previous speaker has referred to the help of the Lord, 
but who is able to fathom His counsels? Yet we can understand 
the answer God has given to our prayer-that prayer which we 
offered with the Mausers in our hands when the war began. And 
what was the answer we received? I leave it to you to reply. 

"Yes, we must use our reason. If we continue the struggle 
we 'give the death-blow to our existence as a nation. We have 
been told that there are ten districts that cannot go on fighting. 
Are we going to say, • We will continue the struggle and leave 
these districts to their fate '? No I, We must save what we 
can." 

General Liebenberg then spoke. .. I am able to give my sup· 
port," he said, .. to all that has fallen from the lips of M~ 
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Viljoen and De CIercq. It cannot be doubted that the future 
is very dark. Yes, we can only trust in God, and use our reason 
to the best of our ability. I have been commissioned by those 
whom I represent to retain our independence if possible, and if it 
be not possible to make peace on the best terms that we can get." 

Commandant Uijs was the next speaker. . He explained that 
if the war were to be continued he would have to leave his district 
and abandon the women and children to the mercy of the Kaffirs; 
He could see a.....chance of saving the mounted men if only he 
could feel certain that they would all follow him. but the case 
of the women and children would be hopeless. A serious diffi.-. 
culty confronted the delegates, and it was with them. and no 
longer with the Government, that its solution rested. Never 
before had he been called upon to face so gigantic a task. It was 
not the time now to criticize one another, but to practise mutual 
forbearance. The Bible had been quoted by one of the speakers; . 
but let them not forget the text in which the king is spoken of 
who calculated whether he was strong enough with ten thousand 
to encounter him who marched against him with twentythotisand. 
Then there was the question as to the disposal of the widows 
and orphans. What was to become of them if the burghers, by 
refusing to come to terms with the enemy, should no longer be 
able to act as their mutual protectors? Let them make no more 
widows and orphans, but let them open their eyes and recognize 
that the hand of God was against them. 

The next business was the reading of two letters--one from 
General Malan and the other from General Kritzinger. Malan 
reported on his doings in the cape Colony, while Kritzinger ad­
vised that the war should be discontinued. 

General du Toit then spoke, emphasizing the responsibility 
of the delegates and the importance of the occasion. He went 
on to say that he represented a part of the nation which had 

-suffered very severely, but which nevertheless had commissioned 
him to stand up for independence, if by any means it could be 
retained; if he failed in this, he was to take whatever cdurse 
seemed best to him. In his district the burghers were not re­
duced to such a pass as to oblige them to surrender, but the 
condition of other districts must also be taken into consideration, 
and if it appeared that the war could not be continued, the dele­
gates must get the best terms they could. In their demands 
they must be united-this was the principal reason why dis-
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sension was so much to be avoided. For himself, he could only 
say that whether the meeting voted to continue the war or to 
bring it to a conclusion, he would fall in with the wishes of the 
majority. Any decision would be better than the failure of this 
conference, as that would leave everything undecided. 

He was followed by Secretary of State Reitz, who said: 
" You all know what the Governments have done. The ques­

tion now is, Is there anything further that we can do? For my 
part, I think that there is. We might offer to surrender Wit­
watersrand and Swaziland; we might also relinquish our rights 
to a foreign policy; we might even accede to an English Pro­
tectorate. If France has been able to do without Alsace and 
Lorraine, surely we can do without the goldfields. What benefit 
have they ever done us? Did the money they brought ever do 
us any good? No! rather it did us harm. It was the gold 
which caused the war. It is then actually to our advantage to 
cede the goldfields, and moreover by so doing we shall be rid of 
a very troublesome part of our population." 

Mr. Reitz then went on to discuss in detail the position in 
regard to Swaziland, the question of a British Protectorate, and 
the surrender of our right to treat with foreign powers. 

General Muller (Boksburg) expressed sympathy with the views 
of the Secretary of State, while Vice-Commandant Roux (Marico) 
said that he was prepared to sacrifice many things, but that he 
intended to hold out for independence. 

The next speech was made by Landdrost Stofberg (Zoutpans- . 
berg), who said: 

.. I agree with General du Toit in .what he said about the 
necessity for unity ;unongst us. Disunion must not be so much 
as mentioned. I have a mandate from the burghers of Zoutpans­
berg not to sacrifice our independence. But if anything short of 
this will satisfy the English, I am quite prepared to make con­
cessions. Some of the burghers think that it might be well to 
surrender the goldfields for a certain sum of money, while others 
poinf'out that the gold was the cause of the war. I also think 
that we have suffered through the gold, and that we might give 
up the goldfields without doing ourselves any harm. For what 
has the gold done for us? It has enriched us, many will say. 
Yes I but it has also been a stumbling-block to many a man; 
And is it not better to be a poor but independent nation than to 
be rich and at the same time subject to another Power? Let the 
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goldfields go; We shall still, with our markets, ~ enough/' 
Commandant Mentz (Heilbron) then rose. ,. '\ 
.. I appeal to the forbearance of the delegates," he said, " for 

making any speech at this meeting. I fear I am unable to give 
as rose-coloured a report as my brother Free Staters have doIi,e. 
My district has been continually harassed by the enemy's troops; 
and great devastation has been wrought. But the greatest 
trouble I have is the presence of so· many families, for there are 
still two hundred in the district. I have only eighty burghers 
under my command, and it is clear to me that I shall soon be 
obliged to leave the district. What will then become of these 
families? I received a commission not to sacrifice our inde­
pendence. But since my burghers met more than half of them 
have been made prisoners. The remainder have instructed me 
to do my best to preserve our independence, but if I find thaUt 
cannot be maintained, to act according to-my own judgment. 
It appears to me that it may be possible to retain our indepen­
dence by ceding some part of the country; if this be the case 
it ought most certainly to be done. I can remember the late 
President Brand saying in connexion with the diamond fields, 
, Give them up; you will gain more by giving them up than by 
keeping them.' This remark may well apply to the present 
situation." 

Commandant Flemming (Cape Town) reported that his district 
was well-nigh devastated. But they still possessed a fair number 
of cattle, which they had carried away with them. But even if 
they had no cattle, that would be no excuse for surrender, for in 
his district it was possible to live on the game. The view which 
he and his burghers had taken was that since they had already 
sacrificed nearly everything they possessed, they would not now 
sacrifice their independence. For should this also be lost, then 
there would be nothing left to them. That had been their 
opinion, but they had not then known how matters stood in the 
Transvaal. Now that he was aware of the state of affairs, he 
agreed with State-Secretary Reitz that their best course was 
to cede a part of their territory. • 
. Vice-President Burger now rose from his seat, and said: 

.. This meeting has to formuiate a fresh proposal to the English 
Government, and to await its answer. If this proposal be re­
jected, well, you will be no worse off than you are at present. If 
there be a man who has earnestly considered what the sacrifice 
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of everything means to us, then I am that man. It has been said, 
we must retain our independence, or else continue to fight; and 
we are. still able to hold out for another six months, or even a 
year. Now, supposing that we can hold out another year, 
what should we gain by doing so? Why, we should only grow 
weaker, whilst the enemy grew stronger! I emphatically state 
that the war cannot be carried on any longer; and I ask if there 
is any man here who can maintain with a clear conscience that 
the struggle can be successfully continued. 

" Some of you may tell me that complications may arise-in 
Europe. But that is a groundless hope. Others may say that 
it is astonishing"enough that we have been able to hold out till 

-now, and that we have still the power of making our voices heard. 
Yes I that is very surprising; but shall we retain this power 
long? I heard some delegates say, 'We shall fight till we die!' 
That is a manly sentiment. But was it not, perhaps, prompted 
by a desire to make a fine speech, which would go -down to pos­
terity? Was not the aim in some cases that future generations 
might recall these speeches when they were told of the brave 
fight our men had made? 

" Let every one consider this well: Is he prepared to sacrifice 
the nation on the shrine -of his ovm ambition? Ambition, al­
though it may cost us our lives, can never lead to martyrdom. 
A martyr is made of finer stuff I 

- II Have we not arrived at the stage of our history when we 
must pray, -, Thy will be done'? -That prayer, considered rightly. 
is a prayer of faith. Do not let us imagine that we can compel 
God to do ou, will-that is not faith. 

II I beg of you to consider what will become of the women and 
the children and the banished burghers if you still persist until 
your last shot h~ been fired. What right shall we have to inter­
cede for these unfortunate ones when we have rejected the pro­
posals of the English Government? We shall have no right 
whatsoever. -

II PJ!rhaps it is God's will that the English nation should op­
press us, in order that our pride may be subdued, and that we 
may come through the fire of our troubles purified. 

II My opinion is that we should make a peace proposal to Eng­
land, yielding as much as we rightly can; and if England rejects 
our proposal, it will be time enough then to see what other course 
is open to us. 
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_ "There is one fact which we cam} npo~the'views expressed 
There are ten districts in the Trans~ich I have listened to at 
doned_ In the Free State, too, there 1~, but losing ground_ 
plight_ It is the opinion of lawyers that Sl.+ than that during 
ants remain in a district their property ·canm:. .. · """~t us 
confiscated; but if the district .. be 'abandoned, then CLo. ' 

tionscan take place_' . 
.. It is criminal to say, ' Come what may, we will fight till every­

thing is lost and aU of us are dead! ' " 
The following resolution was then proposed by General Kempf 

and seconded by Mr. J.' Nand: 
" This meeting decides, in, order to expedite the work in hand, 

to depart Irom the original programme; and to constitute a Com­
-mission, to be composed 01 the Hon. Jacob Smits and the Hon. 
Judge Hertzog, and to give this Commission authority to draw up, 
conjointly with the two State Pr,,·tddents, a draft proposal, to be laid 
belore ihe delegates to-morh.., ·ning." . 

This resolution was put to··tne meeting, and accepted by the 
delegates. The meeting then adjourned. 

At half-past seven in the evening the delegates reassembled. 
General Cilliers (Lichtenburg and Marico) was the ·first to 

make a report", "In my division," he said, " things are in a very 
favourable cori~tion. Yet we are bound to take the other 
divisions into consideration. My 'burghers said to me, 'Stand 
firm for independence!' But when they gave me the order they 
did not know about the condition of the other districts. Will 
those other dis~cts--such of them, I mean, as are in a worse 
prediCament than ourselveS--:-be able to co-operate with us in 
continuing the war? Some o~·b.em have already answered my 
question in the negative. Must we then not ask ourselves, What 
will be the best for the nation as a whole? Shall we say continue 
the war, or shall we approach the enemy and make a proposal ? 

.. But are we really justified in prolonging .the struggle, and 
making still further sacrifices? Some will answer, • Yes, for we 
have a God in whom we have trusted from the beginning;" shall 

.we not continue to trust in Him who has worked such wonders 
for us already?' But I have heard a brother say, 'God's hand is 
against us"" It was bitter to hear these words from him, and for 
myself I will have none of them. My vote is given here and now 
for a continuance of the war. 
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of everything means to us, H •. " the rest of the delegat~ have to 
we must retain our indepl' out ~me 0!her way by wbiph we can 
we are. still able to hold our national mdependence, w~ must be 
year. Now, sUPP""=' . ' 

hat sho'''' "aleman next addressed the meetmg. 
: __ •..• ek," he began, "that too much is being made of the 
condition of my division: things are not so prosperous with us 
as some here appear to imagine. But for all that, my burghers 
are for nothing short of absolute independence. They cannot 
forget the blood which has already been spilt in our cause. They 
mean to hold out until they are relieved. 

" I sympathize deeply with those districts that are less happily 
circumstanced than my own. but it pains me to discover that 
there are some here who doubt that God is for us. For what has 
supported us up till now save faith in God ?-the faith oUhose 
who first prayed God to prevent the wa.r. and then, when they 
saw that this was not His will, fought like men, putting all 
their trust in Him. 

"Up till now the Lord hath been my helper; the enemy has 
cut us off from everything, and yet we see our two little Re­
publics still full of hope, still holding out." 

He concluded his speech by saying that he would like to hear 
the opinions of Generals Botha, De Wet. and De la Rey. They 
ought to be able to throw much light upon the matter. 

Commandant General Botha then rose. and said: 
"I am glad to have an opportunity of giving my views upon 

the present state of affairs. We know that differences of opinion 
are to be found everywhere and on every question; when, there­
fore. a man differs from those who think that this war can and 
ought to be continued, we must ascribe his opinion to discourage­
ment, weakness, or cowardice. We must acknowledge the truth 
of the facts from which he draws his conclusions, and which 
have compelled him to utter it. His object is to make known 
the true state of the country-which indeed is his plain duty. 
Were he not to do so on the present occasion he would be accused. 
laterton, of having kept secret what he ought to have revealed. 
Differences of opinion then need not, and must not, cause a dis­
union and discord. Whatever our private opinions may be. yet. 
as delegates of the burghers, we must speak and act as one man. 

" The war has now lasted two years. But the question for us 
to answer is this: Are we going forwards or backwards? My 
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own convictioD-a conviction founded upon the views expressed 
by my commandos and the speeches which I have listened to at 
this mreting-is that we are not gaining, but losing ground. 
There is nothing, in my opinion, more evident than that, during 
the last six mvnths, the tide has been setting steadily against us, 
and in favour of the enemy. 

"A year ago there Wf --e no blockhouses~ We could cross 
and recross the country~, e wished, and harass the enemy at 
every turn. But now thingS wear a very different aspect. We 
can pass the blockhouses by night indeed, but never by day. 
They are likely to prove the ruin of our commandos. 

" Then, as regards food. We are told that there is food here, 
and food there; but how are we to ~et at it? How are we to 
transport it from on~ district to anoh.a'? Outside the frontiers 
of our Republics there are plenty. of provisions~·, It it becomes 
daily more difficult to get them into our hands. The cattle, for 
instance, that used to be at Ladysmith :"'"e now been removed 
to Estcourt. Even the friendly Kaffirs, from whom we are now 
able to obtain provisions, may quite possibly soon tum against 
us. The time is coming when we shall be compelled to say, 
• Hunger drives us to surrender.' 

"The horses have been chased about so incessantly; and have 
sufiered so much from want of forage, that their strength is 
almost exhausted: They are so weak that it is almost impossible 
to accomplish any long distance with them. 

"As to the Cape Colony, I had always understood that the Colon­
ists were going to rise en bloc, but General Smuts has just told us 
that there is no chance of such a thing happening. And he 
speaks from personal knowledge, having just returned from 
paying them a visit. Moreover, he has seen our horses, and says 
that it is impossible for them to go into the Colony, so it appears 
that our successes there are over. This is a severe check indeed ; 
but it could not have been otherwise. We have not enough horses 
to enable us to give the Colonists effectual help, and they them­
selves have been cowed by the heavy penalties imposed upon all' 
those who did rise, Many of those who are well disposed towards 
us dare not join us now. 

" Again, there is no chance of European intervention: not one 
of the Powers will do anything for us. To see this it is only 
necessary to peruse that correspondence between the Nether­
lands and England. which was the cause of these negotiations. 
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There we shall find that the Dutch Minister says that ourrleputa­
tion is only accredited to Holland, whereas it had been accredited 
by the two Republics to all the Governments in Europe. More­
over, the correspondence makes it very plain that England will 
not tolerate the intervention of any foreign Power whatsoever. 
But the truth is, that rio foreign Power wants to help us. When 
the women were first made prisoners I thought that European 
intervention might perhaps be attempted, because to make 
prisoners of women is a thing quite outside the usual methods 
.of warfare. But nothing was done even then. We were told 
that we had the sympathy of the nations of Europe-their 
sympathy, and nothing more I . 

" I have come to a subject that is very near ourhearts-our 
women-folk. If this meeting decides upon war, it will have to 
make provision for our wives and children, who will then be 
exposed to every kind of danger. Throughout this war the 
presence of the women has caused me anxiety and much distress. 
At first I managed to get them into the townships, but later 
on this became impossible, because the English refused to receive 
them. I then conceived the idea of getting a few of our burghers 
to surrender, and sending the women in with them. But this 
plan was not practicable, because most of the families were those 
of prisoners of war, and the men still on commando were not so' 
closely related to these families as to be willing to sacrifice their 
freedom for them. 

"We have heard much talk about fighting 'to the bitter end.' But 
what is ' the bitter end'? Is it to come when all of us are either 
banished or in our graves? Or does it mean the time when'the 

. nation has fought until it never can fight again? As to myself, 
personally, I can still continue the struggle. I have horses, my 
household is well provided for, and as far as my own inclination 
goes I am all for going on. But am I only to consider myself ? 
Is it not my first duty to look at the intereSts of my nation? I 
have always been, and still am, of the opinion that, before letting 
th~ nation go to rack and ruin, it is our duty to parley. We must 
not let the chance for negotiations slip out of our hands: When 
our numbers have fallen to only four or five thousand men under 
arms we shall no longer have that chance, and this will un­
doubtedly happen if we hold out for another year, or even six 
months. 

"There are some who say,' We must trust in God and keep on 
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fighting,' and I grant them that-miracles are possible at all times. 
But it is beyond our pOwer to say whether God will work a miracle 
for us. We dQ not know what His wilJ may be. If we continue 
the war, and if it should afterwards appel~ <1,at everything has 
been in vain, our resp<y, - ':lity will be only'tp.e heavier, the 
blinder our confidence now is. And over and over again we 
shall hear, ' He is dead,' , and he, and he.' Will not this make 
our remorse all the more bitter? Our commandos are-so weak, 
our country so exhausted, that the loss of one great battle, the 
surrender of a single strong force, would spell ruin for us. 

'" But we have managed to hold out for so long.' Yes, but 
there is a natural reason, a military IUSOn, why this has been the 
case. The. fact that our commandos have been spread over so 
large a tract of country has compelled the British, up- to the 
present time, to divide their forces, But things have' changed 
now; we have had to abandon district after district, and must 
now operate on a far more limited territory. In other words, the 
British army can at last concentrate its forces upon us. 

"I firmly believe that, under like circumstances, no other 
nation in the world would have fought as our n~tlon has done. 
Shall such a nation perish l .No! we must save it. If we dele. 
gates are convinced that we can no longer offer resistance to the 
enemy, it is our plain duty to tell the people so. . YVe must not 
let them be. exterminated· fOJ: want of timely atlvice. More 
than twenty thousand women and children have died in the 
camps during this one year. 

" There are men of our own kith and kin who are helping to 
bring us to ruin. If we continue the war, it may be that the 
Afrikanders against us will outnumber our own men •. 

" What is there left to hope for? Are we to retain Qur inde· 
pendence by ceding a part of our territories? Most assuredly 
yes, if such a compromise is feasible. As regards'Swaziland, it 
is of so little importance to us that we can give it up without a 
thought. Then there are the goldfields--:--let them go. They are 
but a cancerous growth, sapping the very life of our country. • 

"Vfe must face the fact that things are not at a standstill : 
we are slipping back every moment. We must all pull together, 
or everything is lost. If our sacrifices will buy our i..ndependence, 
well and good. But suppose that we are compelled to give it up­
well, if it even comes to this, we muSt never do so unconditionally. 
An unconditional surrender would be well enough if the leaders 
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only had to be considered. But' we must think of the interests 
of the nation. We must say,to our people, • We have no thought 
of ourselves: our only desire is to place ourselves in the breach, 
if so we may save you! " 

General Botha ithen proceeded to discuss eventualities in the 
event of independence being lost. Representative govern­
ment, he said, might perhaps still be retained, and the national 
language need not necessarily be supplanted. Thus the nation 
would still retain its old ideals and its old customs. General 
Roux had been pertinently asked whether it were better to strive 
for the recuperation of the people now or to wait until they were 
altogether overpowered and reduced to such straits that it would 
require some thirty years before they could once more call them­
selves a nation. He then went into the terms of the pro­
posal by the British Government, and repeated that there must 
be no idea of unconditional surrender. 

The General concluded in the following words : 
II Although we do not wish to accept terms, we have no right 

to refuse them altogether. On the other hand we must not say 
to the English, • Do with us as you like.' For then ourdescen­
dants would eternally reproach us. We should have lost the 
privilege of looking after our own wives and children. They would 
be handed over to strangers. No t we must secure by some means 
or other thafwe ourselves shall be able to provide for them; The 
fa.te of our country is in the hands of the men in this tent. It has 
been bitter, indeed. for me to have to speak as I have done. But 
if I have not spoken the truth, convince me of my error, and I 
will be the first to own it. But do not condemn me, for I have 
had no other object than to tell you what I believe to be the 
truth." 

General De la Rey then spoke. 
II I will not detain you long," he began, II but there are a few 

points to which I wish to draw attention. In regard to the 
districts under my command, every one will understand that my 
4urghers, after their recent brilliant successes, are firmly resolved 
not to sacrifice their independence. If I allude to the battles 
which I have just fought it is with no thought of boasting, but 
only that you may picture to yourselves the effect which they 
must have had upon the enemy; and that no one may be angry 
with myself and my burghers for standing firm when our feet 
are on such solid ground. 
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" But since my, ~ ereeniging I have'~t· t.o, any pi 
districts where m~ ~1 a far less favourable conilition thin 
in my own. So far as '1 myself am concerned, I cannot think of 
laying down my arms. Yet it appears to me that some parts of 
the country will be compelled by starvation to give up the 
~truggle. It is well that those who represent these parts have 
spoken openly, and not left this meeting in ignorance of the state 
of affairs only to go and lay down their arms: 

",1 myself have never thought intervention possible. Even 
before the war broke out I said that nothing would come of it. 
I saw that South Africa was divided between Germany and Eng­
land. And that if only the Republics could be extinguished, 
then England and .Germany would be the only Powers left, and 
Germany would be\ de. But if the Republics were victorious, 
then Germany would be in dangc Why then should Germany 
interfere in favour of the Republics, when she has everything to 
lose by such a course of action? No! intervention was en­
tirely out of the question: 

" There has been talk about fighting to the bitter end: but 
has not the bitter end already come? Each man must answer 
that question for himself. 

" You must remember that everything has been sacrificed­
cattle, goods, L.10ney, wife, and child. Our men are going about 
naked, and some of our women have nothing but cloth~ made 
of skins to wear. Is not this the bitter end? 

" I believe that the time has now come to negotiate. England 
will never again give us the chance of doing so, should we allow 
this opportunity to slip by. But how shall we negotiate? I 
must leave it to this meeting to answer that question. If we do 
not obtain what we ask for, we shall at least stand or fall to­
gether. Yet let us act with reason. 

" I cannot agree with one of the opinions expressed by Com­
mandant-General Botha and States-Secretary Reitz. They 
have stated that they are against surrendering the goldfj.elds to 
England; firstly, because England would never accept such,a 
proposal, for by doing so she would declare to the whole world 
that she had only been fighting for the goldfields.: and, secondly, 
because if we gave up the goldfields we should lose a source of 
revenue, without the aid of which we could not repair the damages 
which the war has wrought." 

Commandant-in-Chief de Wet spoke as follows: 
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only had to be m>n that the Cir<;bstances in the Orange Free 
state are 'i,nr less critical than those in the Transvaal. Nine dis­
tricts were entirely ruined; but these, though at one time aban­
doned by the burghers, have now been reoccupied . 

.. If I now differ from those who are of opinion that it is useless 
to prolong the war, it must not be thought that I am lacking in 
respect for their judgment. By no means. I know that what 
has been said about the wretched plight of the people is only too 
true; but they must not take it amiss if I point out that the 
same condition of affairs was described in the correspondence 
from the Transvaal which fell into the hands of the English at 
Reitz. But, granting that the facts have been correctly stated, 
even then the Orange Free State will refuse to give in. Let me 
be candid with you, and say frankly that, in my opinion, this is 
virtually the Transvaal's war. This, however, makes no differ­
ence to me. For me the barrier of the Vaal River has never 
existed. I have always endeavoured to maintain the Nauwere­
Vereeniging,l and I feel strongly the obligation which the union 
of the two States casts on each one of us. They are two nations, 
but their cause is one . 

.. What, then, is the prevailing feeling in the· Orange Free 
State? Of the six thousand burghers who have been attending 
meetings, I myself have been in command of five thousand, and 
I can confidently say that never were five thousand men more 
unanimous in their opinion than were those I led when they 
cried, as with one voice, ' Persevere; we have everything to lose, 
but we have not yet lost it.' What, then, is the answer to be ? 
I am firmly persuaded that we have only one course before us. 
If we are unable to obtain what we are asking for, then it only 
remains for us to alleviate as best we may the lot of those who 
cannot help themselves. I do not as yet clearly 'see how this 
is going to be done, but, at all costs, let us continue fighting. 
What was our total strength when we began this war? Sixty 
thousand men all told. Against this the English had a standing 
army of seven hundred and fifty thousand troops. Of these two 
hundred and fifty thousand, or one-third, are now in South 
Africa. We know from experience that they are unable to send 
more than one-third. And we? Have we not also one-third 
of our army left? 

fI I do not wish to imply that I am not prepared to concede 
I Closer Union. 
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something, but nothing will induce'me to consent, to any pa, 
of the country in our territory being given up. It will never dt., 
to have an English colony planted in our midst, for England then \ 
would have far too firm a hold upon our rI .mtry. 

II It is said, and with some t 'h, that tL goldfields have been 
a curse to us, but surely there lA,.no reason why they, should con­
tinue to be so. I fail to see how ,without retaining possession of 
these goldfields, the Republics are to be saved. Swaziland per­
haps could be ceded, but never the goldfields. I feel that any 
intervention is out of the question; but is not the very fact that 
it has nO,t taken place a sure proof that it was not the will of God? 
Does it not show that He is minded to form us, by this war, into 
a nation worthy of the name. Let us then bow to the will of the 
Almighty. 

II My people will perhaps say, 'Our Generals see only the re­
ligious side of the question.' They will be right. Without faith 
we should have been foolish indeed to have embarked on this 
war and to continue it for so many months. Indeed, it must be a' 
matter of faith, for the future is hidden from us. What has been 
is within out ken, but what is before is beyond the knowledge 
of the wisest man. ' 

"Cape Colony is a great disappointment to me. I do not­
refer so much to what we have learnt about it from the reports as 
to the fact that no general uprising can be expected in thai 
quarter. So much we have heard from General Smuts. But 
though there is to be no uprising, we have no reaSon to think that 
there has been any falling off in the number of our adherents in 
the Colony. The little contingent there has been of great help 
to us: they have kept, fifty thousand troops occupied, with 
which otherwise we should have had to reckon. ' 

II I feel deeply for our women and children; I am giving earnest 
consideration to their miserable plight.. But their sufferings are 
among what we may call the necessary circumstances of the war. 
I have nothing to do with the circumstances. For me, this is a 
war of religion, and thus I can only consider the great principles 
involved.' Circumstances are to me but as obstacles'to be 
cleared out of the road. 

" If we own ourselves defeated-if we surrender to the foe­
we can expect little mercy from him~ We shall at all events have 
dug the grave of our national independence. ;md. as things are, 
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what difference is there between this and digging our own 
graves? " 

Mr. Birkenstock said that the question about the goldfields 
must be carefully considered. This source of income must not 
be given up. 

The meeting was then closed with prayer. 

SATURDAY, MAy 17TH, 1902,; 

The Chairman first called upon Chief-Commandant de Wet 
to offer up prayer. 

A private report from Mr. J. Schmorderer, who bad brought 
the missive from the deputation in Europe, was then read; 

The first delegate to speak was Landdrost Bosman (Wakker­
stroom), who said : 

.. My opinion is that the best way of ascertaining the 
probable future course of events is to see what has already 
happened in the past. A year ago there were six . hundred 
burghers in my district, and each man had a horse; now there 
are not more than half that number, and many of them have to 
go on foot. Last year we had from three to four thousand bags 
of maize ready to hand; this year there are not more than as 
many hundred, and how to get at them is more than I can tell. 
If such has been the history of the past year, in what sort of 
condition shall we be at the end of the present one? 

.. The great difficulty with regard to our families is not how 
to clothe them, but how to feed them. I know of a woman who 
has lived for weeks on nothing but fruit. I myself have had to 
satisfy my hunger with mealies for days together, although I have 
no wish to complain about it. Even the scanty food we can get 
has to be obtained from the Kaffirs by persuasion. Moreover, 
the Kaffirs side with the English, who in their counter-marches 
are clearing all the food out of the country. 

" The men in my district told me that if I came back and re­
pOJ;,ted that the war was to be continued, they would be obliged 
-for the sake of their wives and children-to go straight to the 
nearest English camp and lay down their arms. As to the women, 
it is true that they are at present full of hope and ccmrage, but 
if they knew how matters stood in the veldt, they would think 
very differently. Even now there are many of them who say 
that the war ought to be put a stop to, if only for their sakes. 

432 



APPENDIX A 

If The Kaffirs are 'another great source of trouble; in this 
problem they are a, factor which cannot be neglected. 

If There is no hope of intervention, nor can we expect anything 
from the English nation. Facts that have come to my know­
ledge prove to me that England has become more and more de­
termined to fight to the bitter end. 

If I do not see what we can poSsibly gain by continuing the 
war. Our own people are helping the English, and every day 
the enemy are improving their position. What advantage can 
there then be in persisting in the struggle? We have now a 
chance of negotiating, and we should .seize that chance. For we 
have the opportunity given us of obtaining some help for our 
ruined compatriots, who would be entirely unable to make a 
fresh start without assistance. 

If As to the religious side of this matter, I am not ashamed to 
say that I believe I am serving God in the course which I am 
taking. We must not attempt to obtain the impossible against 
all reason. If we make any such attempt, the results will prob· 
ably be exactly opposite to what we wish. I have the greatest 
doubt whether it really is in order to give glory to God that th~ 
nation wishes to retain its independence. On the Contrary I be· 
lieve that the motive is obstinacy, a vice to which humail nature 
is always prone. _ 

If It has been said that it would be shameful to disregard the 
blood already spilt; but surely one ought also to consider the 
blood that might yet be shed in a JlSeless struggle/' 

The proposal of the Commission was now read, and after some 
discussion accepted. It ran as follows : 

The meeting of national representatives from both Republics­
after having considered the correspondence exchanged, and the 
negotiations conducted, between the Governments -of the two 
Republics and His Excellency Lord Kitchener, on behalf of the 
British Government; and after having heard the reports of the 
deputies from the different parts of both Republics; and after 
having received the latest reports from the representatives of ,the 
two. Republics in Europe; and having taken into consideration 
the fact that the British Government has refused to accept the 
proposal of our Governments made on the same basis; and not­
withstanding the above-mentioned refusal of the British Govern­
ment-still wishes to give expression to the ardent desire of the 
two Republics to retain their independence, for which already 

433 E E 



THREE YEARS WAR 
so much material and personal sacrifice has been made, and de- _ 
cides in the name of the people of both Republics to empower 
both Governments as follows :-To conclude a peace on the 
following basis, to wit: the retention of a 1imited independence 
offering aD. addition to what has already been offered by the two 
Governments in their negotiations, dated the 15th of April, 1902. 

(a) To give up all foreign r~lations and embassies. 
(b) To accept the Protectorate of Great Britain; 
(c) To surrender parts of the territory of the South African 

Republic. 
(d) To conclude a defensive alliance with Great Britain in 

regard to South Africa. 
During the discussion it was clearly explained that the terri­

tory which it was suggested should be ceded was the already 
mentioned goldfields and Swaziland. The questiQn was put 
whether the South African Republics would have to pay for the 
damage done during the war. .. By all means let us pay," said 
Mr. de Clerq. .. If I could only buy back the independence of 
the Orange Free State, I would gladly give all I possess." . 

Several other Transvaal delegates expressed themselves in 
the same sense, and said that they fully appreciated the sacrifices 
which the Orange Free State had made. General Froneman 
thanked them in the name of the Free State. 

He felt that the two Republics no longer thought of themselves 
as having conflicting interests. In the fire of this war they had 
been firmly welded together. 

Commandant Ross (Vrede) thought it wrong even to discuss 
the possibility of giving up independence. The delegates had 
received a definite mandate. They had been commissioned to 
see that the national independence had remained untouched, 
whatever else might have to be given up. This being the case, 
they might come to decisions on all other points, so long as they 
remembered that independence was not an open question; 

Commandant J. van Niekerk (Ficksburg) spoke to the same 
purpose. He could not even think of sacrificing independence. 

After some other delegates had made a few short remarks, 
General Brand. seconded by Commandant A. J. de Kock, pro­
posed the following resolution, which was accepted by the meet­
ing: 

.. This meeting of the national representatives of the two 
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Republics hereby charge th~ Governments to nominate a Com­
mission for the purpose of entering upon negotiations with His 
Excellency Lord Kitchener, acting on behalf of His Britannic 
Majesty's Government; The Commission is to endeavour to 
make peace on satisfactory terms, and is then to lay the result 
of its negotiations before this meeting, for the sanction of the 
two Governments." 

The meeting was then closed with prayer; 
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THE CONFERENCE AT PRETORIA BETWEEN THE 
COMMISSION OF THE NATIONAL REPRESENTA­
TIVES AND LORDS KITCHENER AND MILNER (MAY 
19TH-MAY 28TH, 1902) 

Minutes ot the Conference held at Pretoria on May 19th, 
1902, between Lord Kitchener and Lord Milner, representatives 
of the British Government, and Commandant-General L. Botha, 
Commander-in-Chief C. R. de Wet, General J. H. De la Rey, 
Judge J. B. M. Hertzog, and General J. C. Smuts, delegates of 
the national representatives, who had met at Vereeniging on 
May 15th, 1902 . 
. Mr. N. J. de Wet acted as interpreter j Mr. O. Walrond was 

secretary for the English Government; and the Rev. J. D. 
Kestell and D. van Velden acted in a similar capacity for the 
Commission. 

The Conference met at ten o'clock in the morning at the house 
of Lord Kitchener. After having greeted each other, the mem­
bers took their seats at the table in the centre of the room. 

Commandant-General L. Botha opened the proceedings in 
the following words: 

.. -Allow me to state that, although the negotiations have taken 
a longer time than we expected, I am able to assure your Excel­
lencies that we are acting in good faith, and that everything has 
beeh done with the sole aim of concluding the peace which we 
all desire. 

"I must also draw attention to the fact that everything we 
transact here must be submitted to our national representatives, 
in order to obtain their sanction." 

The suggestion was then made that the propos als which the 
Commission was prepa red to make should be laid before the 
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Conference, whereupon~' , -~',Council consisting of the 
meeting: '\ ...st. .. , ~ ::Oundl, which latter shall 

" members and also of a 
PREf'wi.s~ofllis,Majesty's , / 

19th. May, '19()2.~' 

To their Excellencies, Lord Kitch.ener and Lord Milner, Pretoria. 
YOUR EXCELLENCIES,-

'With a view to finally concluding the existing hostilities, and 
being fully empowered by the Government o~ the two Republics, 
we have the honour to propose the following poin~in addition 
to the conditions ¢eady offered'in the negotiations of April last-
as a basis for negotiations: , 

(a) We ar~ prepared to cede our independence as regards 
our foreign relations. 

(b) We wish to retain self-.-::overnment in our country,ilnder 
British supervision. 

(c) We are prepared to cede a part of our territory. l, 

Should your Excellencies be prepared to negotiate on this basis, 
then the above-mentioned points can be ,elaborated. 

We have the honour to be, 
, Your Excellencies' most obedient servants, 

LOUIS BOTHA. 
C. R. DE WET. 
J H. DE LA REY. 
J. B. M. HERTZOG. 
J. C. SMUTS. 

When this letter had been read, a discussion followed; 
Lord Milner: "Considering the wide difference between this 

proposal and that made by His Majesty's Government, when we 
last met, I fear that I can hold out very little hope of any good 
results following negotiations on the basis you have suggested." 

Lord Kitchener: .. We can take those proposals into con­
sideration, but I cannot see how it is possible to bring them Jnto 
harmony with those of His Majesty's Government." 

Commandant-General Botha: .. If this is the position you 
take, we should like to receive from you a final, answer to our 
proposals." 

Lord Milner: .. Do you wish us to refer your proposals to His 
Majesty's Government?" 
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oa: If Yes; 'pnless you' have full 

.t'ly." I 
-!uite convinced ~t your proposal will 

. ..:1 bound to say that *0 refer it, as it stands; 
• rus Majesty's Government will only do you harm." . 

Commandant-General Botha: If If you have no power to de­
cide upon this proposal here, we should like you to refer it to 
His Maje!?ty's Government." -

Lord Milner:. If I have no objection to taking the responsibility 
of refusing your proposal on myself. The instructions received 
by myself and Lord Kitchener are quite clear on this point." 

Commandant-General Botha: If I must then understand that 
when Lord Salisbury said that this war was not carried on with 
a view to annex territory, he did not mean it." 

Lord Kitchener: If It is no longer a question of territory, for 
annexation is an accomplished fact." 

Commandant·General Botha: If I am unable to see how our 
proposal is inconsistent with annexation." 

Lord Milner: II I cannot now recall the exact words used by 
Lord Salisbury, but it is true that Lord Salisbury declared that 
his Government did .not begin the war with the intention of 
obtaining territory. But in the course of the war circumstances 
developed in such a way that the decision to annex the Republics 
became a necessity, and the British Government have pro­
nounced their firm intention not to withdraw from this deci· 
sion." 

Judge Hertzog: II I should like to be informed as to what the 
great difference is between the basis now proposed by us and that 
laid down by His Majesty's Government during the negotiations 
of last year-I do not mean the difference in details, but in 
principle." 

Lord Kitchener: If Do you mean by your proposal that the 
Boers will become British citizens?" 

General Smuts: If I cannot see that our proposal is necessarily 
in c;ontradiction to that of last year. Our proposal only makes 
provision concerning the administration." 

Lord Milner then quoted from the terms offered at Middelburg 
by the British Government the previous year:. 

If At the earliest possible date military administration shall 
cease, and be replaced by civil administration in the form of a 
Crown Colony Government. At first there will be in each of the 
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new Colonies a Gy--'mlo(:; an Executi~e Council consisting of the 
highest officials" ..J.d a 'Legislative Council, which latter shall 
consist of a certain numbtl:r. of official members and also of a 
nominated non-official element .. But it is the wish of His Majesty's 
Government to introduce a representative element as soon as 
circumstances permit, and; in course of time, to gr_~t to the 
new colonies the right of self-government. - . 

.. It may be that I do not properly understand your pr~i>o~~\ 
but it seems to me to differ not only in detail, but also in spirit' 
from the scheme I have just read to you." 

Judge Hertzog: .. I entirely agree with you that there is a 
difference in idea between the two proposals; but only such a 
difference in idea as might well be found between Colonies of the 
same State. In other words, one constitution is adapted for 
one colony, whilst another constitution is found fitting for another 
colony, but yet they all belong to the same Empire." 

Lord Milner: .. Exactly. There are different constitutions 
in different Colonies; but it seems to me that the policy laid 
down in your proposal differs from that laid down by His Majesty's 
Government." 

Judge Hertzog: .. I think that I am expressing the opinion of 
the whole Commission when I say that we wish for peace. I 
draw attention to this to show the way in which, according to 
my opinion, we should consider the matter. For if we on both 
sides are really desirous of coming to a settlement, we should 
not make too much of theoretical difficulties, so long as the practi­
cal aim has been obtained. For instance, the different Colonies 
which now are joined to form the United States once possessed 
constitutions differing much ·from one another. Now the con- . 
stitution laid down in our proposal does not differ so much from 
that laid down in yours that a practical difference should arise 
therefrom; and such a practical difference would arise if you 
insisted upon carrying on negotiations on your own basis. I 
imagine that England has a certain object before her in South 
Africa, and I believe that that object can be as well obtained by 
our proposal as by that of Middelburg~ I therefore ask, Is the 
difference so great that, in order for England to obtain her object, 
an entirely new status must be called into existence? " 

Lord Milner: "We are comparing two different things. Here 
in the Middelburg scheme there are a number of definite pro­
posals, which enter upon a great mass of particulars. I do not 
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mean to imply that we haTie not the power to go into particulars. _ 
I perfectly unders~q that it lies within the power of Lord 
Kitchener and m~lf to carry on further deliberations with you 
about details, sofas to throw light on any doubtful points, and, 
perhaps, to l!I.ae such changes as would not fundamentally 
affect thesr-neme. As you say that your proposals are not in 
contradicfion with those formulated at Middelburg, then there 
is n~r~eason why you should not lay aside your proposals and 
discuss the Middelburg proposals, which are definite:' 

Judge Hertzog: "I quite admit that you, Lord Milner, are 
entitled to say that there is afundamentaI difference between 
our proposals. But it is another question whether the difficulty 
that thus arises is 9f such a nature that we-those of us who on 
both sides are anxious to conclude peace-should not be able to 
find a solution to it satisfactory to both parties. I cannot answer 
that question; nor can I see why the same result would not be 
reached by negotiating on the baSis proposed by us as by carrying 
on negotiations on the Middelburg proposal." 

Lord Milner: "I understand, then, that you acknowledge that 
there is a fundamental difference between the two bases; Well, 
I do not think that we are empowered to negotiate on a basis 
differing from that laid down in the last report of His Majesty's 
Government, and also differing from the tenor of the Middelburg 
proposal. I may say that I believe that His Majesty's Govern­
ment in their latest message went as far as it was possible for 
them to go with the object of meeting you. The whole spirit of 
the telegram was to that effect:' 

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: "I hope you Will understand 
that I do not speak as a lawyer. (Lord Kitchener, laughing: 
.. That's the case with me too I ") I fully concur with what 
General Botha and Judge Hertzog have said in regard to our 
eagerness to establish peace. In order to be brief, I will only 
remark that I did not understand His Excenency, Lord Milner, 
to mean-any more than I myself meant-that we should go 
to ~e nation with the Middelburg proposal. with the idea 
of coming back with it unaltered." 

Lord Milner: "No; if I gave that impression, I did not in­
tend to do so. But I believe that when you went to your people 
with the last message from His Majesty's Government it was 
with the knowledge--which the message itself made clear-that 
His Majesty's Government was not prepared to take into con-
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sideration any terms which differed widely from the policy laid 
down in the Middelburg proposal.".. . 

Commandei'-in-Chief de Wet: "Tht! .s indeed what I under­
stood; and accordingly we have now coL~<i with a proposal which 
does not differ very much from the Middelburg proposal." 

General Smuts: "I. thought that the vital principle your 
Government had in view was the destruction of our iridependence, 
and in our proposal the independence of the two Republics with 
regard to foreign relations is given up. I was therefore of opinion 
that the two parties might come to an arrangement on this basis. 
I did not think that for the restoration of peace the Middelburg 
terms were essential." . 

Lord Milner: "Not in the details, but in the general ideas. 
As the British Government has laid down a basis, and yo) have 
had weeks in which to consider the matter, it would n~. : do 
for you now to put it on one side. Lord Kitchener has i!; ·'en 
your nation considerable time in which to take counsel; and ttow 
you come back, and, ignoring the Middelburg terms, you propose 
entirely different ones of your own, and say, let us negotiate on 
these. I do not believe that I and Lord Kitchener would be 
justified in doing this. But in case he is of another opinion, the 
British Government can be asked if they are prepared to set on 
one side all the former deliberations and begin again on a new 
basis." 

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: "We cannot, of course, pre­
vent Lord Kitchener from asking his Government any questions 
he pleases, but, at the same time, we request that you will cable 
our behests to the English Government." 

Commandant-General Botha: "I cannot see that we are 
beginning again on a new basis, for, in consequenc~ of the negotia­
tions in April last, you were ordered by the British Government 
to encourage us to make fresh proposals. Our present proposal 
is the direct result of that order." 

Lord Milner: "I did my best to get fresh proposals from you, 
bu~ you would not make any. You forced the British Gov~rn­
ment into making proposals." 

Commandant-General Botha: "I am of opinion that we must 
both work together in this matter of formulating proposals." 

Lord Kitchener: "You were asked to make proposals, but you 
did not do so j and now, after the British Government has made 
a proposal, you yourselves come forward with one of your own." 
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General De la Rey:- l' I thintlthat it was the encouragement 
given us by corresponQ~hce/'between the Netherlands and the 
British Government that caused us to make our proposals." 

Lord Milner: .. That correspondence was at the beginning of 
the negotiations." 

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: .. If we had been obliged to 
make a new proposal in April, we would not have been able to 
make one so fair, and so much to the advantage of the British 
Government, as our present one, for, not having consulted the 
nation, we would have been compelled to insist on entire inde­
pendence." 

Lord Milner: .. I must remind you of what has taken place; 
not with the object of putting you in the wrong, but in order to 
make the position clear, for there are some points about it which 
are not very clear. You came and made a proposal. The 
British Government gave you a distinct answer-they refused to 
accept it. Their answer was perfectly outspoken, and perfectly 
intelligible. At the same time they said, • We are anxious for 
peace; will you make other proposals?' You then said, • No! 
we have no power to do so; we must first consult the nation.' 
We admitted that argument. Then you said, • Let the British 
Government make proposals.' The British Government did so, 
and they are fully entitled to an answer. In what position do 
you think you are placing Lord Kitchener and myself? You 
come back with a totally fresh proposal, and do not say anything 
about ours. This is not fair treatment to the British Govern­
ment, and we are not bound to take your proposal into con­
sideration." 

Judge Hertzog: .. I have endeavoured to show that our reply 
really cannot be taken as ignoring the proposal of the British 
Government. The great question in the correspondence in April 
between. us and the British Government was the question of 
independence; and now, after having consulted the nation, we 
come here and say that we are prepared to sacrifice in some 
degree our independence, and we indicate how far we will give 
it up. And, as General Smuts has said, that is the basis which 
we have laid down in our present proposal." 

Lord Milner: .. You say that you give up your independence 
as regards foreign relations." 

Judge Hertzog: .. Yes. But then you must understand that 
this is only a general principle, which we treat in detail later on. 
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G~ ,~.".uts: II 1: mdeperideni:e ,is given up both in 
'l\.... ' .. d to Oll 10reign relations aIul in regard to interior ad­
rn~ -- 'on~ which will be placed under the superviSion-of the 
BritiSh uovernment~ So that .. the effect of these two articles 
is, that the independence is sa" ificed, and that the· two Re­
publics will not in the future be a~~ to be regarded as Sovereign 
States." 

Lord Milner: II 1 understand perfectly well that they would 
not be Sovereign States any longer, but my'intellect is not bright 
enough for me,' , be able to say what they really would be." _ 

Lord Kitchener: II They would be a new kind of ' international 
animal.''' 

General Smuts: "It has more 61an once happened in the 
course of history that difficulties have been solved by compro­
mise. And this draft proposal goes as near as seems possible 
towards making us a: Colony." 

Lord Kitchener: "Do you. accept the annexation ? " 
General Smuts: ." Not formally; but 1 do not see in what way 

this proposal is in opposition to the annexation proclamation." 
Lord Kitchener: II 1 am afraid 'I am not clever enough to 

comprehend this~ There would be two Governments in one 
State. And how do you imagine that this arrangement could· 
be carried on ? " 

General Smuts: II A more ample explanation will have to be 
given of the word ' supervision'; and 1 thought that this was 
just one of the points on which we could carry on further dis­
cussions and negotiations." 

Lord Milner': "I am certainly not going to give up an explicit 
basis for a vague proposal." 

Lord Kitchener: "I feel convinced that your proposal would 
never be able to be carried out in the practical governing of a 
country." 

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: "I agree that our proposal has 
not been fully worked out, but neither have the Middelburg 
proposals. This was clearly indicated by Lord Kitchenel' and 
Lord Milner when these proposals were made, and they were only 
looked upon as a basis on which we could negotiate, so that the 
business might be. begun. We naturally, ';annot compel the 
British Government to accept our proposal; but, at_all events, 
it is a basis." 

Lord Milner: "J am very .anxious that these discussions should 
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not end in smoke, ?d. ~all not allowany formalities to stand 
in the wa~JmtJg.abandon the definib. proposals of Middelburg 
(M3.J:ch -1lli) for a thing like this, and to begin a fresh discussion 
oIjthe basis of something which is so very vague will surely land 
us in trouble. I believe we are quite entitled to keep you to 
the Middelburg proposal, which we might modify in regard to 
details." 

Commandant-General Botha: "Perhaps it would be well if 
you would first give an answer to our proposals." 

Commander - in - Chief de Wet: "I think that (unless your 
Excellencies have power to give a final answer to our terms) it 
would not be unfair if we were to ask you to lay our proposal 
before your Government." 

Commandant-General Botha: "We are come here with the 
earnest intention of concluding peace; and I think that if our 
proposal is carried out Boer and Briton will be able to live side· 
by side in ~ country. I presume that it is the wish of both 
parties to be fair and just, and to make a peace by which both can 
abide, arid which will be permanent in South Africa." 

Lord Milner: "That is certainly our aim." 
Lord Kitchener: "Your-proposal would involve important 

changes in our own-changes which, so far as I understand them, 
we should be unable to permit." 

Commandant-General Botha: .. I am of opinion that before 
a proposal is made from your side you should give a definite 
answer to ours." 

Lord Kitchener and Lord Milner: "Well, then, change your 
proposal into ours." 

Lord Milner: "I do not believe that the British Government 
is prepared to go any further to meet you than they have done 
in their last proposal. They think that they have already gone 
far in their efforts for peace-further, indeed, than the general 
opinion of the British public would warrant." 

Lord Kitchener: "The difference between our proposals 
seeffili to be too great." 

Commandant-General Botha: .. We shall always remain under 
the supervision of the British Government." 

Lord Kitchener: "Will you then consider yourselves British 
subjects? • Supervision • is a new word. and • suzerainty' has 
already caused us too much -trouble." 

Judge Hertzog: "The idea is not so very new. There are 
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\~ n1 kinds ~erent States, all belonging to the British 

\ 
pire. For ins~ce, there is Basutoland." 
..ord Milner: "Th.ere are many eJifferent kinds, out'this one 

is a new variety." \ .. ' 
Judge Hertzog: "If ~ Ex~liencic;s.rould only understand 

us! We have no wish to lose~ single minute. We have been 
to the nation, and we know what--th~ nation wants and what 
their temper is. If, then, we are tO,make a proposal here, it must 
be :-Firstly, a proposal which shall meet the English Govern· 
ment in a fair way; and, secondly, a proposal which we are 
honestly convinced will be acceptable to our'nation. And such 
a proposal we have laid before you. And now we are placed in 
a disadvantageous position, for we are here before your Excel­
lencies, who have not full power finally to decide the matter." 

Lord Kitchener: "We are in the same position as your­
selves." 

Judge Hertzog: "We offer you here what we know is in ac­
cordance with the mind of the nation; we cannot possibly do 
anything that is against it." 

Lord Milner: "Are we to understand that the Middelburg 
proposals are not according to the mind of your people ? " 

General Smuts: . " As yet no answer has been given. to them. 
The only decision come to by the national meeting is that which 
we are now laying before you." 

Lord Kitchener: "Are you prepared to set aside your present 
proposal. and to hand in another one bearing a closer resemblance 
to that of Middelburg? We must try and find some middle 
course; and as we are here to endeavour to arrive at something 
definite, let us try to obtain a basis for discussion. Shall we 
make a new proposal? " 

General Smuts: "As soon as there is a final answer to our 
proposal we shall be able to take a fresh one into consideration." 

Lord Milner: "I believe that the fact that you have refused 
to enter upon the proposal made by the British Government 
justifies us in not considering your proposal. Let us rath-;r say 
that your very refusal implies your answer to what we have pro­
posed." 

General Smuts: "I understand the position to be as follows­
The British Governinent has declined our proposals, and at the 
same time holds fast to the old basis, but without prejudice to 
its power of making a new proposal." ' 
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Lord Milner: .. The whole dlfference betweeri you and myself 
is that I take. the letter of 7th March to be ~e' utmost concession 
that the British Government is able to gtant; not that that 
letter binds us down to every clause of the proposal, but that it 
is an indication of how far our Gove1"I!Jllent is prepared to go on 
the general question; Your answer; however, is no answer at all." 

Lord Kitchener then read his telegram, dated 14th April. 
[" A difficulty has arisen. in getting on with the proceedings; the 
representatives state that constitutionally they have no power 
to discuss terms based on the surrender of independence, inas­
much as only the burghers can agree to such a basis. Therefore, 
if they were to propose terms, it would put them in a false posi­
tion with regard to the people. If, however, His Majesty's 
Government could state the terms which, subsequently to a 
relinquishment of independence, they would be prepared to 
grant, the representatives, after asking for the necessary ex­
planations, and without any expression of approval or disap­
proval, would submit such conditions to their people."] "Dearly 
you have not kept to what you undertook in this telegram." 

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: .. If it had only been a question 
of our feelings being hurt by having to give an answer on the 
basis proposed to us by the British then it would not have been 
necessary for the people to come together at Vereeniging. But 
in matter of fact we have come here with a proposal, which, 
rightly understood, is nearly equivocal to the Middelburg pro­
posal, and which meets the wishes of the English Government as 
far as possible." 

Commandant-General Botha: .. I do not see why we should 
insist so much on our proposal; If it is not to the mind of your 
Excellencies, if it is an unacceptable proposal, then let us have 
a definite answer to it." 

Lord Milner: .. We wish to have an answer to the proposal 
made by us." 

General Smuts: .. I do not see that any proposal has been 
made by the British Government. A certain basis only has 
been laid down, and therefore no formal answer is required." 

Lord Milner: .. Our proposal is six times as definite as yours, 
and I believe that the British Government is justified in wanting 
to know if your pebple are inclined to come to terms on the general 
lines which have been placed before them." 

Lord Kitchener: "Here is quite an original suggestion: How 
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would it be if_you were to go bac." " 
if they would,not make a proposail alter them. 

General Smuts: "You must lllir"UIIlent was originally written 
proposal, with ali. ih:l.ttook place i~ Middelburg proposals. But 
people. Their answer was neitht, this document is now drawn 
simply elected the delegates. Th~on to fOimulate the prop.ojals ..­
given any answer. They are still eol :o.~lb_<._,:_.~Lier, and, 
in order to gain time, they have conu\, --sioned us to see whether 
we could not come to some arrangement." , 
Lor~ Milner: "We are getting away from the subject. Tell 

us what alterations you want, and then place our proposal before 
your people." 

Lord Kitchener: "Should you agree that your proposal is not 
in, opposition to the annexation, we shall have accomplished 
something." 

General Smuts:, "Is it your opinion that our proposal must 
be set aside ? " 

Lord Kitchener: "Yes, surely. It is impossible for us ·to 
act on it." -

Lord Milner: "It is impossible for us to take your proposal 
into consideration. We can send it to England, but this would 
certainly tend to hinder the negotiations. This is my personal 
opinion, which naturally you are not bound to accept. All that 
we can say is, that this is the only answer that we can give you." 

Lord Kitchimer: .. It would be better to draw up a new docu· 
ment, in which everything of importance would be noted down, 
and all unimportant matters left out." 

General Smuts: .. But paragraph 3 of our proposal has not 
even been mentioned. We are prepared to cede a part of our 
territory." 

Lord Milner: .. This would be in contradiction to the an­
nexation of the whole. If the whole becomeS annexed by us, how 
then can a pari be ceded by you ? " . 

General Smuts: .. The ceded part would then become a Crown 
Colony, the remaining part being governed as is here proposed." 

Lord Milner: .. You mean that one part would become a 
British Colony of the ordinary type, and another part a protected 
Republic? ,. 
_ Lord Kitchener: t~ Two forms of government in the same 

country would lead to great friction. Our proposals are too 
divergent. From a military point of view, the two forms of 
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, Lord Milner: "The whole di,t Before a year was . over we 
IS that I take the letter of 7th M 
that th~ British Government bmed till the afternoon. 
letter bmds us down to every .)mmission discuSsed the situati'on 
is 'di ' f ' an m cation 0 how far omto deliberate on several points with 
the general question; Your anner . 

. -Th~ ;;~~~~t.'ttea again at four o'clock; 
Lord Milner: "In consequence of an informal conversation 

with General Smuts, Lord Kitchener and I have drawn up a 
document, which will show the form in which, as we think, the 
only agreement that can be arrived at must be worded. It is a 
draft document, and we believe the Governments will be able to 
sign it, Our idea is that after it has been taken into consideration 
here it might be laid before the burghers, and you could ask them, 
• Are you willing that we should put our signatures to it ? " 

This document ran as follows :-" The undersigned, leaders of 
the Boer forces in the Veldt, accepting, in their own name, and 
in that of the said burghers, the annexations as mentioned in the 
proclamations of Lord Roberts, dated respectively the 24th May, 
in the year of our Lord, nineteen hundred, and number 15, dated 
1st day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred, 
and accepting as a consequence thereof their status of British 
citizens, agree herewith immediately to lay down their weapons, 
and to hand over all guns, small arms, ammunition, and stores 
in their possession, or under their hold, and to cease all further 
resistance against the Government of His Majesty King Edward 
Seventh, or his successors. They do this trusting in the assurance 
of His Majesty's Government that neither their personal freedom 
nor their property shall be taken away from them, or from the 
burghers who surrender with them; and that the future action 
of His Majesty's Government in relation to the consequences of 
the war shall be in harmony with the declaration mentioned 
below. It is clearly understood that all burghers who at present 
are prisoners of war, in order to be able to enjoy the above­
meptioned assurance, will have to notify their acceptance of the 
status of British citizens." 

Commandant·General Botha: Cf Are we to understand that 
our proposal is now altogether rejected?" 

Lord Milner and I.ord Kitchener: Cf Yes." 
Commandant·General Botha: .. Then I understand that you 

are going to be guided only by the Middelburg proposals? " 
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Lord Kitchener': "No; we can. alter them." 
Lord Milner: . "This draft docwnent was originally written 

out in order to he annexed to the Middelburg proposals. But 
instead of the Middelburg proposals, this docwnent is now drawn 
up, in order to plac~ us in the position to fOl1l}ulate the propo~als 
differently." " // ' 

General Smuts: I" If the idea is then that the -'Middelburg 
proposals should be amended, would it not be best to do so now, 
and then to annex tllem to this docwnent ?" 

Lord Milner: "That which will take the place of the Middel· 
burg proposals has to be added as a schedule to this document, 
and we have to work out this schedule together." 

General Smuts: "I think it would be far better if you were 
to alter the proposal yourselves, and then lay it before us for 
consideration; we could then see what we could do to meet you." 

Lord Kitchener: "I think that a sub·committee should be 
formed by you in order to draw up the schedule." 

Lord Milner: "My idea is that the schedule should be drawn 
up, so that it and the document could be taken into consideration 
together." 

General Smuts: "We should like to consider first whether we 
will help in drawing it up." 

Lord Milner: "I am willing to draw it up in conjunction with 
you, or to let it be drawn up by you alone, but, from past ex­
perience, I must decline to draw it up by myself." 

General Smuts: "If we were to sign this document, would not 
the outcome be that we leaders made ourselves responsible for 
the laying down of arms by our burghers." 

Lord Milner: "Yes. And should ypur men not lay down 
their arms it would be a great misfortune." 

Lord Kitchener: "I do not think so, for if some of the burghers 
refused to lay down their arms, the 'signatories could not help it. 
There are sure to be some who are dissatisfied." 

General Smuts: "The document does not mention this." 
Lord Kitchener: "It can be amended." 
General De la Rey: "Well, then, there can be no peace, 

for one part of the burghers will hold back and continue the 
war." 

Lord Milner: " If the national meeting agrees to give you power 
to sign this docwnent, it will certainly mean that the burghers 
as a whole are agreeable; and those who after this do not submit 
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will be-well, I do not know what I can call thero.~utlaws. But 
we will not consider such an eventuality possible." 

General Botha :. II We desire a peace that will be honourable 
. to both parties. And, as I understand this document, we are 
leaving honour behind us, for we are now not only surrendering 
our . independent:e, but we are allowing every burgher to be 
fettered hand and foot. Where is the • honourable peace' for 
us? If we conclude peace, we have to do it as men who have 
to live and die here. We must not agree to a peace which leaves 
behind in the hearts of one party a wound that will never heal. 
I will do everything in my power to obtain peace. But it seems 
to me that this document asks too much of us, because, if I in­
terpret it aright, it means that we must surrender our inde­
pendence, that every one must give up his weapons, and that 
the leaders, in addition, must sign an undertaking to this 
effect." 

Lord Milner: II All that we wish is that the people should live 
peacefully together as British citizens. If we do not obtain this, 
then I do not know what we do obtain." 

Lord Kitchener: II I do not think that the Commandant­
General realizes what the schedule contains. In it we state what 
we are ready to grant. Perhaps it would be best that the schedule 
should be aranged now, and then you will see that an honourable 
peace is proposed." 

General Botha: II Well, then, explain the document." 
Lords Kitchener and Milner: II You are to help us: we do not 

know what the burghers demand." 
Commander-in-Chief de Wet: II By signing this document we 

shall place ourselves in the position which the Commandant­
General has so clearly described." 

General De la Rey: II We cannot form a judgment on anything 
that is not properly elaborated. I have no objection to the con­
stitution of a sub-committee with the duty of helping in the 
work." 

'Commandant-General Botha: II I also have no objection, since 
I understand that it binds nobody to anything." 

Lord Kitchener: .. No, nobody will be bound." 
General De la Rey: .. We wish to have the matter concluded, 

so that we may know what is before us." 
Commander-in-Chief de Wet: .. I should like to have it clearly 

understood that I do not think there is the least chance of a 
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Government of 'fhich Lords Kitchener and Milner are the heads' 
being accepted. I n arrangement of this nature would, it seems 
to me, be an in~Ulmountabl~ d;f!iculty. When I feel so strongly 
in this matter, it would~, (7fair to their Excellencies for me 
to remain silent." // ( . 

Lord Kitchener: "I tl..nk it would be better if General de 
Wet were to wait until he has seen the whole document before he 
gives his opinion." 

It was then agreed that Judge Hertzog and General Smuts 
should act as a sub-committee, in order to draw up a complete 
draft with Lord Kitchener, who was to be lIr'>Sisted by Sir Richard 
Solomon; 

The meeting then adjourned. J 
On Wednesday, 21st May, 1902, the ferl>'1.ce reassembled . 
. Lord Milner laid before the mee~ . / j 'lent which he 

had draWn up with the help of the / . It was in 
the form of a contract, and the n _ ' __ ~'lbers of poth 
Governments were now filled in. The document was the same 
as that telegraphed, with the exception of Article II, dealing with 
the notes and receipts and the sum of three million pounds. -

It was read in Dutch and English, and ran as 'r DWS:­

"General Lord Kitchener of Khartoum, Commander-in-Chief, 
and His Excellency Lord Milner, High Commissioner, on behalf 
of the British Government; 

" Messrs. S. D. Burger, F. W. Reitz, Louis Botha, J. H. De la 
Rey, L. J. Meyer, and J. C. Krogh, on behalf of the. Government 
of the South African Republic and it~ burghers; 

" Messrs. M. T. Steyn, W. J. C. Brebner, C. R. de Wet, J. B. 
M. Hertzog, and C. H. Olivier, on behalf of the Government of 
the Orange Free State' and its burghers, being anxious to put 
an end to the existing hostilities, agree on the following points :-

"Firstly, the burgher forces now in the Veldt shall at once lay 
down their arms, and surrender all the guns, small arms and war 
stores in their actual possession, or of which they have cognizance; 
and shall refrain from any further opposition to the authelrity 
of His Majesty King Edward VII., whom they acknowledge 
as their lawful sovereign. 

" The manner and details of this surrender shall be arranged 
by Lord Kitchener, Commandant-General Botha, Assistant 
Commandant-General J. H. De la Rey, and ~mmander-in-Chief 
de Wet; 
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" Secondly, burghers in the Veldtheyond the frontiers of the 
Transvaal and of the Orange River Colony shall, on their sur­
render, be brought back to their homes. 

"Thirdly, all prisoners of war, being at the time burghers out 
of South Africa, shall, on their declaring that they accept this 
status of subjects of His Majesty King Edward VIL, be brought 
back to the farms on which they were living before the war. 

"Fourthly, the burghers who thus surrender, or who thus 
return, shall lose neither their personal freedom nor their pro-
perty. . , 

"Fifthly, no judicial proceedings, civil or criminal, shall be 
taken against any of the burghers who thus return for any action 
of theirs in connexion with the carrying on of the war. 

"Sixthly, the Dutch language shall be taught in the public 
schools of the Transvaal and of the Orange River Colony, where 
the parents of the children demand it; and shall be admitted in 
the courts of justice, wherever this is required for the better and 
more effective administration of justice. 

II Seventhly, the possession of rifles shall, on taking out a 
licence in accordance with the law, be permitted in the Transvaal 
and in the Orange River Colony, to persons who require them 
for their protection. 

"Eighthly, military administration in the Transvaal and in 
the Orange ,River Colony shall, as soon as possible, be followed 
by civil government; and, as soon as circumstances permit it, 
a representative system tending towards autonomy shall be 
introduced. 

"Ninthly, the question of granting the franchise to the natives 
shall not be decided until a representative constitution has been 
granted. 

"Tenthly, no special tax shall be laid on landed property in 
the Transvaal and Orange River Colony to meet the expenses of 
the war. 

"Eleventhly, a judicial Commission shall be appointed, to 
whi(;h the government bank notes, issued under Law No. I of 
the South African Republic, may be presented within six months. 
All such notes, if found to have been duly issued in conformity 
with the terms of the law, and if the presenting party shall have 
given consideration in value, shall be honoured, but without 
interest. 

II All receipts issued in the Veldt by the officers of the late 
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RepublicsI' ~ vyweir order~,. ~:rch the" Republics Ito obtain 
Commission within six months; all,(}}gland. ~r. In 
fide in exchan!!'e for goods used by the b~~~}l:"ve fought h~"'''11-
shall be paid. ~ull to the persons to whom ~ no more than farr 
issued. 

"The amount payable on account of the said Go,;ernJ •. Y~~ 
notes and receipts shall not exceed £3,000,000,' and in case th'iH 
whole amount of such notes and receipts accepted by the Com­
mission should exceed that amount, a pro ,ata reduction shall be 
made. 

"T.he prisoners of war shall be given facilities to present their 
notes and receipts within the above-mentioned six months. 

"Twelftbly, as soon as circumstances shall permit, there 
shall be appointed in each district of the Transvaal and of the 
Orange River Colony a Commission, in which the inhabitants 
of that district shall be represented, under the chairmanship of 
a magistrate or other official, with a view to assist in the bringing 
back of the people to their farms, and in procuring for those who, 
on account of losses through the war, are unable to provide for 
themselves, food, shelter, and such quantities of seed, cattle, 
implements, etc., as are necessary for the resuming of their 
previous callings. Funds for this purpose, repayable by instal­
ments extending over a number of years, shall be advanced­
free of interest-by the Government." 

Lord Milner: "If we come to an agreement, it will be the 
English document which will be wired to England, on which His 
Majesty's Government will decide, and which will be signed." 

Commandant-General Botha: "Will not a Dutch translation 
be annexed ? " 

Lord Milner: "I have no objection to the addition of a Dutch 
translation. This, then. is the document which we are prepared 
to lay before the English Government." 

Commandant-General Botha: "There are a few points on 
which I wish to speak. The first is in reference to the receipts 
given by our officers. It seems to me quite right that they 
should be mentioned in the paragraph about government notes. 
These receipts were.issued, in accordance with instructions given 
by our Government. for the purchase of cattle. grain. and other 
necessaries for the support of our commandos; and the chief 
officers now present, as well as all other officers, have acted ac­
cording to these instnictions and issued receipts. Therefore I 
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II Secondly, burghers in the v, .. se receipts were attN.- i~ .. ,:J" paid 

Transvaal and of the Ora .. ·.i government notes. But mat...1 ... ere 
render be brought ba,,;lot believe that the amount is great, but it 

.. Thirdly all fiT" hands to be able to take up this affair honour­
of South ~:.. llonour is concerned in so far as we have signed the 
st"' .. .:pts. It will be a great point in our favour to be able to go 
'before our delegates and tell them that they are guaranteed on 
this point, for most of them are officers." 

Lord Kitchener: "I understand that General Botha refers 
not to commandeer or ~quisition notes, but only to actual re­
ceipts issued on the Treasury." 

Lord Milner: "I do not see any difference between these 
receipts and commandeer notes. The willingness of persons to 
sell goods makes no difference in a legal document." 

Lord Kitchener: II I mean that it makes a difference whether 
it is an order on the Treasury or a requisition note. I should 
limit this (guarantee) to receipts on the Treasury, issued in 
consequence of a law that permitted a certain sum to be issued." 

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: .. No decision was come to in 
the Free State as to how much was to be issued." 

Lord Kitchener: II Am I to understand by this that it is an 
unlimited amount, or does it come within the amount decided on 
by the Volksraad ? " 

General Smuts: .. While the Government existed the Volks­
raad empowered it to issue notes up to a certain amount. And 
this was done. Moreover the officers in the Veldt had the right 
to make purchases for the commandos and to give receipts for 
'them." 

Lord Milner: .. I can see no difference between receipts and 
requisition notes, and they have been issued for an unlimited 
amount." 

General Smuts: .. These receipts were issued under a totally 
different law. They were not paid out of the credit voted by 
the Volksraad." 

Gommander-in-Chief de Wet: .. I would have it clearly under­
stood that I quite agree with what has been said by the Com­
mandant-General, namely that the honour of every officer is 
engaged for these documents, and if your Excellencies agree it 
will give us a strong weapon with which to return to the dele­
gates." 

Lord Milner: .. The proposal is de lacto that the British Govern-
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ment s~repaYall fue. /' . ~1;ich the Republics lto obt . 
with the bject of fighting~; tngland." "'r ~ 

Comm der-in-Chief de ~ let we have fought h~:',,'1l_ 
ably. an if we give up our in~ lenc~ it is no more than frur 
that you ould meet us in this mib._er." 

CommaIl,dant-GeneraJ. Botha; .. Am Y to understand your 
position to he that we must surrender everything, and that whilst 
you take away the freedom of our country (which amounts to 
many millions) you at the same time refuse all responsibility for 
our debts. We had been recognized by you as belligerent, and 
so are entirely in our rights in asking that when you seize the 
riches of the country you shall also take its debts upon your 
shoulders. So long as the British Government reaches the great 
goal at which it is aiming, a matter so easily arranged as this 
should not cause any difficulty: we are not bickering about 
trifles, but are bringing forwardwhat to us is a real hardship, and 
you must take it for granted that when we say something here we 
really mean it. And now we tell you that this matter is an 
obstacle in our way. Personally, we have not signed many 
receipts: it was the officers of lower rank who signed the greater 
number, and it is these very officers who form the majority of the 
national meeting at Vereeniging. In some instances, I may add, 
special persons were appointed for the purpose of carrying out 
this work." 

Lord Milner: .. We do not take over the assets without taking 
also the liabilities. We take over all the debts owed by the 
country before the war, and we have even agreed to take over a 
debt-a legal debt-in the shape of notes, which notes we are fully 
aware it only became necessary to issue on account of the war, 
and thus we are already paying a part of the cost incurred in 
fighting us. I think this is a very great concession; and when 
I agreed that it should be put down I said that I believed (and 
I still am of the same opinion) that the English Government 
would take exception to it, although I hope that this will not be 
the case. But to go further than this, and to ask us to par. not 
only a debt contracted under a law for the furtherance of the 
war, but also every debt contracted by every officer in the armies 
of both Republics, for the purpose of fighting us, is to my mind a 
most extravagant proposal. In answer to what General Botha 
has said, I may observe that the Commission appears to think 
that we have no persons behind us whose feelings and prejudices 
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lse that word) we ar¢ bound f6' take into consideration. 
"SeC'matter causes a diffic\,lty among your burghers, I can only 

Tr~~at I am sure that, your proposal will cause the British 
Government the greatest trouble when dealing with the nation, 
with whose feelings they have to reckon." 

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: "I should like to f!xplain the 
position of the Orange Free State. In the Transvaal a law was 
passed empowering the Government to issue £1,000,000; but 
in the Orange Free State nothing was done, as the Government 
possessed the right to pay with receipts, and we thought that 
a receipt was as good and as legal as a note; and therefore, from 
my point of view, the two are of equal importance." 

Commandant-General Botha: "I might point out that we 
should not insist so much on the technical meaning of words­
and this is especially true for your side, because we have as­
sembled here with the aim of stopping the hostilities which cause 
you such great expenses every month; and our meeting may be 
able to bring these expenses to an end. Therefore, if you accept 
our proposal and pay these receipts, you might save almost 
enough to cover the cost you incur. It would be much cheaper to 
make an end of the war by co-operation than to let matters drift 
on. Therefore I believe that it is the duty of both parties to be 
willing to make concessions when obstacles appear." 

General de Wet: "I can assure His Excellency, Lord Milner, 
that the people always believed that should everything be lost 
they still would be able to obtain this money due on receipts. 
If this is not granted, I cannot imagine what the results will be. 
I am afraid of the consequences; and I trust that you will do 
your best to meet our wishes." 

Commandant-General Botha: "It will not be a very large 
sum, but we cannot give you the exact amount." 
') Commander·in-Chief de Wet: "You can well understand that 
our expenses are only a drop in the ocean compared with yours: 
If I am right, the Orange Free State had three-quarters of a 
million when the war began, and the issue of receipts only started 
when that sum was exhausted. Your Excellencies must ac­
knowledge that we have the same obligation of creditor through 
these receipts as we should have in any other case." 

Commandant·General Botha: "You have already many of our 
notes in your possession. In one case alone there were fifty 
thousand hidden away. and found by you. I have stated pri-

45'6 



':L~fP£..NP}Y B 

vatel~i to Lord Milner that what we are now striving to obtain 
has ~dY been granted to us de facto by Lord Kitchener. In 
Lord ·tchener's Middelburg proposal the paying of the govern­
ment n tes was refused, but there was a proviso that the receipts 
should b~l'aid to the amount of one million. Should this now 
be withdraWn, surely such a withdrawal would form a deviation 
from the Middelburg proposal. The paying of notes is legal, and 
is on quite another footing, and I cannot understand how it could 
have been refused in the Middelburg proposal. That it should 
be granted now is only reasonable. But as regards the payment 
of receipts, although it was allowed then up to a certain amount, 
it is now withdrawn. At this present stage of the proceedings 
I think that a point which had already been practically conceded 
in the previous negotiations should not be allowed to form a 
stumbling-block to a final agreement. I believe that the amount 
is only small; I was for one year in conjunction with De la Rey 
in command of the forces of the South African -Republic. During 
that period of time an account was kept of all the receipts, and 
only a short time back the books were still in our possession. 
These receipts were issued in an orderly manner, and each of them 
was duly entered in a book, as far as I was able to judg~. These 
,receipts amounted to quite a small sum; and although Lord 
Milner would draw back if the sum was very big, the question how 
far he will go can be settled when the proposal is accepted. Yet 
I personally think that there are no grounds for fear, and the 
amount is really far smaller than you imagine." 

Lord Milner: "I do not think it is so much a question of 
amount. This paying of notes and requisition notes appears 
to me very unreasonable. I believe that in this matter I am only 
voicing the opinion of the great majority of the British nation 
when I say that my countrymen would much prefer to pay a 
large sum at the conclusion of hostilities with the object of better­
ing the condition of the people who have been fighting against 
them than to pay a much smaller sum to meet the costs incurred 
by the Republics during the war. Whether such a view is J;ight 
or wrong, it is a view you have to reckon with. We do not wish 
to pay the accounts of both parties; and my opinion of the 
clause quoted from the Middelburg proposal is that that clause 
was one of its faults. But should anything of the kind become 
necessary, then I think that the paying of the notes is less ob­
jectionable than the paying of the requisition notes. I placed this 

457 



THR~.,yp..AR£ -n.i~ .. 
point about the payment of notes in the draft because I thought 
that if it came to a choice between paying one or the other you 
would prefer that the notes should be paid. However, if it 
should be thought better to return on this point to the Middelburg 
proposal, although I am greatly against the clause, ~ will waive 
my objection to it if Lord Kitchener is agreeable. 

General Smuts: .. I am afraid that we cannot agree to this 
for we thought that the notes would be beyond all dispute." 

Judge Hertzog: .. I do not think that your Excellency is repre­
senting the matter fairly when you say that you will not pay 
the bills of both parties. There is one thing to be taken into 
consideration as regards the Orange Free State, and which must 
be considered before everything else, and that is, that we have 
made no loans, nor have we given any government notes. The 
notes we uSed were notes of the South African Republic, which 
had been sent to the Orange Free State. Our law was formed 
on the idea that in case of war all the costs should be paid by 
commission notes. The Orange Free State acted on this prin­
ciple, and receipts were issued. . If we take into consideration at 
the same time that we have been and still are recognized by you as 
belligerent, then we can only say: On our side we surrender 
everything that we possess, and we only ask the other party to 
acknowledge the fact that if we had contracted a loan it would 
have been to the charge of the British Government, who, in 
taking everything from us, renders itself responsible for our 
public loans. Lord Milner should understand that it is of just 
as much importance to us for the receipts to be paid as it is to 
the South African Republic for the loan, which it contracted 
before the war, to be taken over by the British Government. 
But I can even go further and give Lord Milner the assurance 
that we have acted more economically when issuing these re­
ceipts than we should have done had we contracted the loan 
previous to the war. Now we have only what is absolutely 
necessary to meet our present needs. So that Lord Milner must 
own. that we find ourselves in the same position towards those who 
are in possession of receipts, as we should have occupied towards 
any other creditor we might have had before the war began. 
I must give my support to what the Commandant-General has 
said; and I can only repeat what I have already informally 
told Lord Mil~er, namely, that this difficulty is almost insur­
mountable." 
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lord Milner: "We can refer this to our Government. But 
your proposal is altogether antagonistic to the Middelburg pro­
posal, which absolutely rejected the idea of taking over all the 
debts of the two States." 

Lord Kitchener: "I should like to know the amount." 
General :qe 1a Rey: "My issue of notes amounts to between 

twenty and\ .. fty thousand pounds; but I cannot say what the 
issue in receipt has been." 

Lord MIlner: "There really is a feasible compromise, namely, 
to allow thEl notes and receipts to come in and to establish the 
suggested limit of £r,ooo,ooo." 

_ Lord Kitchener: "Would that " meet your difficulty?" 
Commandant-General Botha: "No." 
Lord Kitchener: (. Well; would tWo or three million be suffi­

cient? We must have a limit before we can do anythiI:lg." 
Commander-in-Chief de Wet: .. It is impossible to stipulate 

the amount." 
Lord Kitchener: "If you were in a position to give a limit, 

it would simplify matters." 
Commander-in-Chief de Wet: "I agree with that entirely, 

and I can quite understand the position in which you are placed. 
Yet it is absolutely impossible to assign an amount. Will you 
give us your permission to adjourn for a moment in order to 
discuss the matter?" 

The meeting was then adjourned.. It reassembled at 2.30 p.m. 
Commander-in-Chief de Wet: "We have agreed to fix on a 

sum of £3,000,000 for the government notes and receipts; their 
am01mt paid pro ,ata can be lowered should this sum prove 
insufficient. We have drawn up an article to lay before the 
meeting." 

General Smuts then read a draft which was inserted at the 
end of Article II in the draft agreement~ 

In answer to a question by Lord Kitchener, Commander-in­
Chief de Wet said: "The prisoners of war on the different 
islands who are in possession of such notes should be givan an 
opportunity of sending them in for payment." 

Lord Milner: "What is the next point you wish to raise ? 
We now understand what your position is." 

Commandant-General Botha: "Am I to understand that 
you mean that we are getting away from the point in discus­
sion ?" 
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Lord Milner: "This document contains your view of the 
matter, so we are now aware of your idea." 

Commandant-General Botha: "We must know what to say 
to the delegates." 

Lord Kitchener: "Is this the only point you wish to bring 
forward, or are there others in addition?" 

Commandant-General Botha: "There is another concerning 
the protection of debtors, which is a vital question for us." 

Lord Milner: "We must not have any beating about the bush. 
Everything mUst appear in the document." 

General Smuts: "Most of the debts contracted before the war 
will have to be paid after the war j and if the debtors cannot pay 
we are afraid that it will result in the ruin of a great part of the 
inhabitants. We should like to see 'steps taken to prevent this. 
If Lord Milner intends to take such steps, we should like to be 
informed wnat they are." 

Lord Milner: "I think it would be best if you were to make 
a proposal on this point." 

General Smuts: "Our proposal is roughly that all interest 
which became payable during the war should be joined to the 
principal, and that this should be payable six months after the 
war.". 

Lord Kitchener: "Is it necessary to make a proposal about 
this ? " 

General Smuts: "If the Government is prepared to meet us 
in this difficulty it will be unnecessary to place a formal clause 
in the draft agreement." , 

Lord Milner: "As I look at the matter, the Government is 
making certain promises in this document, and I consider that 
all promises to which a reference may be made later should appear ' 
in it. Everything to which the Government is asked to bind 
itself should appear in this document, and nothing else. I do 
not object to clauses being added, but I wish to prevent any 
possible misunderstanding." 

Gf:neral Smuts: "Well, in that case we are quite willing to 
propose such a paragraph." . 

Commandant-General Botha: "We waive this question, so 
that early measures may be taken to arrive at an understanding. 
In case a great number of the inhabitants become subjects of 
His Majesty, it is to every one's interest, and principally to that 
of the Government, that these people should not be ruined. 
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They will be thrown upon the mercy of a Government, whose 
duty it is to study their interests~ If steps are not taken to 
prevent it, speculators who have been buying up the liabilities 
will, as soon as peace is concluded, enforce them, and directly the 
Courts of Justice are opened they will issue summonses. Against 
this we have to be on our guard." 

Lord Milner: "I agree with the Commandant-General. I 
think that as these people become subjects of His Majesty, then 
some provision will have.to be made for them. But I believe 
it to be neither necessary nor advisable to point out in every 
particular case the way in which His Majesty's Government has 
to provide for these people. I think that an idea exists-perhaps 
it is a very natural idea-b6,l:ause we have been fighting against 
the burghers that, therefore, after peace has been concluded we 
shall still retain a feeling of enmity against them. Just the 
opposite, however, is the truth. Our endeavour will naturally 
be, from the moment hostilities cease, to gain the confidence of 
the people and to do our best to promote their welfare. But 
if we have to bind ourselves. beforehand in regard to the manner 
in which we shall deal with all sorts of involved legal questions, 
further misunderstandings are certain to occur. If you have not 
confidence in us-that we shall try to be a righteous Government, 
and to maintain the balance between the different classes of His 
Majesty's subjects-then you must put in writing every point 
that strikes you, and let them be laid before His Majesty's 
Government, to see what they think about them." 

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: "I trust that you will not 
think that we are trying to tie the hands of His Majesty's Govern­
ment. There are many other points which will give the Govern­
ment . opportunity to win the confidence of the people. But 
about things which concern the financial position of burghers 
who are entirely ruined we feel it our duty to obtain definite 
promises. They will be a weapon in our hands when we return 
to the delegates." 

Commandant-General Botha: "I do not quite understand, 
Lord Milner. I did not interpret Mr. Chamberlain's telegram 
in the sense that we had to present new proposals in order to 
bind our hands further. I thought that proposals were to be 
made with a view to establishing peace." 

Lord Kitchener: "I do not think that it is altogether neces, 
sary to include this proposal in the document~ It concerns the 
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very involved legal questions as to what the rights of creditor 
and debtor shall be, and as to what the law in the Transvaal may 
be on the matter. I think that every one can rest assured that 
the interests of the Boers will be protected by the Government in 
every way; and this, whether the point is put down now or 
left in the hands of the Government, with the recommendation 
from this Commission to take the matter into serious con­
sideration. 

" I think that I know of a better way to deal with this involved 
question. Let this matter be brought under the consideration 
of the Government. I may be mistaken, but, as far as I can see, 
it will prove a very thorny question for the lawyers, and will take 
a long time before it can be clearly stated. It is, however, the 
wish of us all that you should return to the delegates equipped 
in such a way that you will be able to arrive at a decision. You 
may rest assured that the matter which you have brought before 
us has been included in the minutes of this meeting. I do not 
think that it is necessary for you to go further than this. The 
matter can now be carefully considered, not only here, but also 
in England; and you may be quite sure that your interests will 
receive, in every way, full consideration." 

General De la Rey: "I think that the matter has been suffi­
ciently discussed in the presence of your Excellencies, and that 
it need not be placed in the draft contract, for by so doing one 
might stumble on legal questions." 

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: .. This is my point of view: 
There are two parties, and one of them is about to cease to exist. 
It is, therefore, natural that this party cannot allow a vital 
question to pass unnoticed. It is for this reason that I cannot 
agree that this matter should be omitted froni the draft contract. 
It will not be necessary that the military Government which now 
exists should continue after the war." 

Lord Kitchener: "But the question will have to be settled 
by the Civil Government. It is a matter for lawyers, and must 
be laid before them, and will require much consideration." 

Commandant-General Botha: "When hostilities are con­
cluded will it be possible to summon a burgher for a debt con­
tracted before the war? I put this request because our law 
states that no burgher can be summoned till sixty days have 
elapsed since the conclusion of peace." 

Lord Kitchener: "You may entirely rely upon this, that when-
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ever the war is over each burgher will have th~absolute right to 
obtain consideration for his position in every way, and that his 
interests will be protected under' the new as under the old 
regime." 

Commandant-General Botha: "I understand that perfectly. 
But t:\le possibility exists that syndicates may be formed to buy 
up all the debts, and the people m~y be ruined before a single 
burgher is in the position to earn anythlng or to have his position 
restored." 

Lord Kitchener: "I .quite agree with what the Commandant­
General has said, and he is quite right to bring the question up. 
Yet I do not think that the draft contract is the best place in 
whlch to bring it forward. Once peace is afact, then it will be 
the duty of every one to draw the attention of the Government 
to what is required to aid the nation; but to bring up difficulties at 
the present moment, and to attempt to right them, seems to be an 
endless task, and one for which this document was not destined." 

Commander-in-Chlef de Wet: "I am of opinion that this is a 
matter whlch should be settled by a proclamation; but I want 
to have as many weapons as possible in my hands when I return 
to the national delegates, and one of the first questions that 
will be asked me is this: 'What guarantee do we possess that 
we shall not be ruined by our creditors ?- ' It would not be much 
trouble to you to give us now a draft of the proclamation whlch 
would be issued as soon as peace is concluded." 

Lord Kit<;hener: "But this would be something quite apart 
from the matter under discussion." 

Commander-in-Chlef de Wet: "Yes." 
Lord Milner: "What is the .good, then? " 
Commander-in-Chlef de Wet: "It is such a vital question 

for us that you cannot take it amiss if we insist upon it, for we 
have to give up everything." 

Lord Kitchener: "Of course, no one is blaming you." 
Lord Milner: "But without any thought of blame, I must 

point out that the effect of their proposal would be that another 
clause would have to be inserted in the draft contract, under­
taking that such a proclamation would be issued." 

Lord Kitchener: ~'I think that as long as the delegates re­
ceive an assurance that the Government will take this matter 
into consideration, in the interests of their subjects, whom they 
are bound to protect, that such an assurance ought to suffice.· 
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There should be no written undertaking, but only a promise that 
the matter shall receive attention. It is not advisable after the 
subject haS been brought before the Government to press the 
matter further. The feelings of the burghers, moreover, in other 
ways than this, will be brought before Lord Milner." 

Commander·in-Chief de Wet: .. If we wished to do so, we 
could insist upon many other little points, but we only bring up 
vital questions." 

_ Lord Kitchener: .. This is one of the questions which, when 
once brought under the consideration of the Government, cannot 
be put aside; and you may tell the burghers that their interests 
will be protected as fully as is possible. I think that, in so com­
plicated a matter, this ought to be sufficient for them. All that 
is debated here is recorded in the minutes, and these minutes 
will be considered not only here, but also in England. Are you 
satisfied with this ?" 

Commandant-General Botha: .. YeS, so far as I am con· 
cerned." 

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: .. I also am satisfied." 
Lord Milner: .. I hope it is quite understood that if the 

matter is allowed to remain where it is, my Government will be 
under no obligation to treat the matter in any particular way." 

Lord Kitchener: .. But there is a pledge that the matter will 
be properly considered." 

Lord Milner: .. Yes, naturally, if we put anything down in 
writing. I am convinced that it is necessary to make it quite 
clear that this document must contain everything about which 
there is anything in the form of a pledge." 

Lord Kitchener: .. There is, then, a pledge that the point upon 
which you have touched will be considered in your interests." 

General Smuts: .. There still remains the question of the 
payment of receipts." 

Lord Kitchener: .. That will be placed before the Govern­
ment. The sum is an essential point; I believe the amount to 
be considerable. I should now like to know that it is understood 
that we are agreed about all these draft proposals, including your 
amendments, and that there are no further questions to be 
brought forward-it is necessary to know this, as they would 
have to be telegraphed to England." 

Commander-in-Chief de Wet: .. We have no further points 
to raise," 
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Lord .Milner:" The telegram that I. shall despatch is as 
follows : 

• TheCo~oI!- .is prepared ·to • lay ,beforetbeir 
. burghe, meeting the following docwpent (in ti!.e event 
o~ it being sanctioned QY ~s Majesty's :Government)~ 
and to,ask.ofthe,Illeepng .a "Yes."or. "~o." , 

"Is that satisfactory ,?", . , 
Commander-in-Chief, de Wet ~ "Yes, naturally; , Only 1 cim­

not. ~y'that thiS document'l).as iny approvitl .. Yetl sh~ be' 
content to'abide b)'llie deCision ofth,edeIegateS:" '. 

Judge, Hertzog: "I should not like to think that we are b,ciund 
to use our influence With' the delegates:' , . .' 

Lord Mi1D.er': "I think that is UnderStoo& I' understand that 
the metnbers, of the Comiilission are not bound in respe~t of the 
ppmions they may' ~ipress beforethilburgj:lers. ' ,l'heyare, Only 
bomid, if the British Government approves of ;the documeI).t! 
to lay it pefore thepeople, '~propose to ,send. the 'following 
telegram; , . , 

''the CommisSion is prepared'to iay the following 
document' before the burgher!Ileeting a~ Vereeniging, 
fora" Yes:" or,~i No'~ \iote, in' the' event cif ~is Majesi 

t1s Govemment approving of it.' ' 

., I want also to state that we have completely deviatedrrom 
the Middelburgproposill. 1 believe everyone is fully aware that 
the Middelbw-g propbsal has been'annulled altogMher;Should 
an agreement be arranged in: conformity with thisdocwn!mt, 
and signed, then no attempt must be' made' t:o- ,explain the 
document, or its terms, by anything in' the Middelburg proposal/! 

The meeting was now adjourned, ' 
'. >' ': 

WEPNESDAv, MA~'28TH,~ I<)OZ'; ,. 
The Commission. met Lord Kitchener and.Lord Milner ,at 

eleven o'clock with the purpose of hearing the,.British Govern­
ment's answer to the draft proposal sent by their Lordships. 

Lord Milner read the following memorandum:. 
" In. answer to the telegram composed, at our last; meeting 

with the consent 'of the Commission, and of which the members 
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have received a copy; the following message has been received 
from His Majesty's Government:-

• His Majesty's Government sanctions the laying before the 
meeting for a II Yes" or .. No" vote the document drawn up 
by the Commission and sent by Lord Kitchener on the 21st May 
to the Secretary of War, with the following amendments: 

• The final proposal made by the British Government, on which 
the national representatives at Vereeniging have to answer 
.. Yes" or II No." , 

• General Lord Kftchener of Khartoum, Commander-in-Chief; 
and His Excellency Lord Milner, High Commissioner. on behalf 
of the British Government; 

• Messrs. S. W. Burger, F. W. Reitz, Louis Botha, J; H. De la 
Rey, L. J. Meyer, and J. C. Krogh on behalf of the Government 
of the South African Republic and its burghers ; 

• Messrs. M. T. Steyn, W. J. C. Brebner, C; R. de~et, J. B. M. 
Hertzog, and C; H. Olivier on behalf of the Government of the 
Orange Free State and its burghers, being anxious to put an end 
to the existing hostilities, agree on the following points: 

, Firstly, the burgher forces now ill the Veldt shall 8r~ once lay 
down their arms, and surrender all the guns, small arms, and 
war stores in their actual possession, or of which they have cog­
nizance, and shall abstain from any further opposition to the 
authority of His Majesty King Edward VII;, whom they ac­
knowledge as their lawful sovereign; 

'The manner and, details of this surrender shall be arranged by 
Lord Kitchener, Commandant-General Botha, Assistant Comman­
dant-General J. H. De la Rey, and Commander-in-Chief de Wet; 

'Secondly, burghers in the Veldt beyond the frontiers of the 
Transvaal and of the Orange River Colony, and all prisoners of 
war who are out of South Africa, who are burghers, shall, on 
their declaration that they accept the status of subjects of His 
Majesty King Edward VII., be brought back to their homes, as 
soon as transport and means of existence can be assured. 

Thirdly, the burghers who thus surrender, or who thus return, 
shall lose neither their peI'!!Onal freedom nor their property. 

• Fourthly, no judicial proceedings, civil or criminal, shall be 
taken against any of the burghers who thus return for any action 
in connexion with the carrying on of the war. The benefit of 
this clause shall, however, not extend to certain deeds antagon­
istic to the usages of warfare, which have been communicated 
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by the Commander;iri-Chiefto the Boer 6.enerals; and w):rlch 
shall be heard before a court martial immediately after the 
cessation of hostilities; 

I Fifthly, the Dutch language shall be taught in the pulilic 
schools of the Transvaal and of the Orange River Colony when 
the parents of children demand it; and shall be admitted in the 
Courts of Justice, whenever this is required for the better and 
more effective administration of justiCe; 

I Sixthly, the possession of rifles shall, on taking out a licence 
in accordance with the law, be permitted in the Transvaal and 
the Orange River Colony to persons who require them for their 
protection; 

I Seventhly, military administration in. the Transvaal and 
in the Orange River Colony shall, as soon as it is possible; be 
followed.: by civil government; and, as soon aS~ circumstances 
permit itta representative system tending: towards autonomy 
shall be introduced; .". 

I Eighthly, the question of granting 'a franGhise to the native 
shall not be decided :until a representative constitution, haS been 
granted. 

I Ninthly, no special tax shall be laid on landed property in the 
Transvaal and Orange River Colony, to meet the expenses of the 
war. 

I Tenthly, as soon as circumstances permit. there shall· be 
appointed in each district in the Transvaal andthe Orange River 
Colony a Commission, in which the inhabitants of that district 
shall be represented; under the chairmanship of a magistrate 
or other official, with the view to assist in' the bringing back 
Q.f the people to their farms, and in procuring for those who,on 
account of losses in the war are unable to provide forthemselves; 
food, shelter, and such quantities of seed, cattle, implements; 
etc., as are necessary for the resuming of their previous callings; 

I His Majesty's Government shall place at the disposal of these 
Commissions the sum of £3,000,000 ·for the above-~entioned 
purposes, and shall allow that an notes issued inconfo$ity .with 
Law No. x, x900, of the Government of the South Afclcan Re­
public, and all receipts given by the officers in the Veldt of the 
late Republics, or by their order, may be presented to a judicial 
Commission by the Government, and in case such notes and 
receipts are found by this Commission to have been duly issued 
for consideration, in value, . then they shall.be accepted by the 
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said Commission as proof of' war losses; sUffered by the persons 
to whom they had originally' been given~ In addition. to the 
above-named free gift of £3,000,000, His Majesty's Government 
will be prepared to grant advances, in the shape of loans, for 
,the same ends, free of interest for two years,' and afterwards 
repayable over a, period of years with three per cent. interest. 
No foreigner or rebel shall be entitled to benefit by this clause.' 

Lord Milner: .. In making, this communication to the Com­
mission we are instructed ~ to add that if this opportunity of 
!concluding an honourable peace is not taken advantage of within 
a time to be: fixed by. us, then this conference shall be regarded 
as closed, and His Majesty's Government shall not be bound in 
any way by the present terms. I have, in order that there may 
be no mistake about these terms, made a copy of the documents 
and of Lord Kitchener's telegram, also of the amendments imd 
additions determined ,on. by His Majesty's Government, and of 
the memorandum to which I have just drawn your attention." 

A debate now followed on the time that should be 'allowed for 
the discussion of the proposals at Vereeniging, and it was agreed 
that Commandant-General Botha should propose a ,term that 
very day before the .Commission left Pretoria~ 
It was subsequently settled that the delegates must arrive at a 

decision before Saturday evening, May 31st • 
. ' General B6tha asked if there were any objection to the dele­

gates erasing any paragraph of the proposal sent by the British 
Government. 

Lord Milner: .. There. must .be no alteration. Only' Yes' 
or.' No' is to be answered." 

Commandant-General Botha: .. I think .that the burghers 
have the right to erase any article they may wish, for they have 
.the right to surrender unconditionally." "-

Lord Milner replied that the burghers certainly had the power 
to do so;·but.the document of the British Government could not 
be changed. 

There now followed an informal discussion about the colonists 
who·had been fighting on the side of the Republics.; . 

Lord. Milner communicated what the British. Government's 
intentions were with regard to these colonists; and read the 
following document ~ 

.. His Majesty's Government has· to formally place on record 
that the colonists of Natal and the Cape Colony who have been 
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engaged in lighting arid who-now sUirender shall; On their return; 
be dealt with. by the Colonial Governments in accordance :with 
the laws of the Colonies,and that all British subjects who have 
joined the enemy shall be liable to be tried unger the law of th~t 
part of the British Empire to which, ,they.l>e1ong.. ',. . 

"His Majesty's, Gov~rnment l1a!i, .received, from ~e .Goyern-
-ment of Cape Colony .I'stateinimt, of them opinion;a!i ~egards 
the. tenus to; be offered to ;British su,bjects"o~ the. Cape Colony 
who are still in the Veldt Or who ,have sufren<l~ed/since~prilr~th, 
1901. The terms ar~ as,Jollo~ :.-In regard,to,th~ burghers; 
they all, on their surrender,after havhig laid down their atms, 
shall sign a document before,aresidellt~gistra,te of the district 
in which their .surrender .. has . tak~Il place, in wQic;h ,dqcument 
they shall declare themselves. guilty of higq tr:easOll ; ./1nd tl).eir 
punishment; in the event oLtheir,,,no~ha~ng. ~e.e~·guilty of 

· murder, or of . other . deeds in ccontradiction ,to ,t4~ custom~ ()f 
civilized, warfare, shall.be thaUor, the rest, ,0£ U~eif ,liyes, they 
shall not be registered as voters~nor .shall tliey be. able ~o vote 
in Parliamentary, district. or municipal, ele~tions .. ¥ ,;regards 

. justices andv:eldtcorne~ of the CapeColony,;tndallot1).erpersons 
who had occupied official positions under' the GoyeqJ.IJlent of 
Cape Colony, and ;ill who held the rank of commandan~ inithe 
rebel or burgher forces, they, shall be brought on:-the. charge of 

· high treason before the ordinary Courts of. tll~cOW1try, pr l?efor~ 
such special Courts as later .on may,1egallYlbeconstitq.~ed •. :rile 
punishment· for: their .misdeeds. shall be, left ~o the .. discretion of 
· the Court, .with this- reservation, tl,!.at in nQ case shall capital 
punishment be. inflicted. . .. ." ,. , , 

'I The Government of Natal is otopinioll thatJhe re1!e1s ~h~uld 
be judged by the laws of the Colony." 

The meeting now adjourned; ,.,... ' . . . 
The secretaries and Messrs;pe Wet;md J.;,;Ferreira, with, the 

help of lawyers, set. themselves the .task; ptJIlakingcopies o( the 
proposal of the British Government fOI1 the use .of theIJ.ational 
representatives.at Vereeniging. ,This work kept, them engagell 
until the evening. ..,.: .. : • 

At.seven o'clock the Colll1nisaionleft. Pretoria;md r.eturned 
.to Vereeni~g~ 
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THE MIDDELBERG PROPOSAL: 
'. LoRD KITCHENER TO COMMANDANT-GENERAL BOTHA: 

PRETORIA, Marck 7, 1901; 
YOUR HoxoUR,-

With reference to out conversation at Middelburg on the 28th 
February, I have the honour to inform you that, in the event of 
a general and complete cessation of hostilities, and the surrender 
of all rifles, ammunition, cannon and other munitions of war in 
the hands of the burghers, or in Government depots, or elsewhere, 
His Majesty's Government is prepared to adopt the following 
measures.' 

His Majesty's Government will at once grant an amnesty in 
the Transvaal and Orange River Colony for all bonti fide acts of 
war committed during the recent hostilities~ British subjects 
belonging to Natal and Cape Colony, while they will not be com­
pelled to return to those Colonies, will, if they do so, be liable to 
be dealt with by the laws of those Colonies specially passed to 
meet the circumstances arising out of the present war~ As you 
are doubtless aware, the special law in the Cape Colony has 
greatly mitigated the ordinary penalties for high treason in the 
present case~ , 

All prisoners of war, now in St. Helena, Ceylon, or elsewhere; 
being burghers or colonists, will, on the completion of the sur­
render, be brought back to their country as quickly as arrange­
ments can be made for their transport~ 

At the earliest practicable date military administration will 
cease, and will be replaced by civil administration in the form of 
Crown Colony Government. There will, therefore, be, in the 
first instance, in each of the new Colonies, a Governor and an 
Executive. Council, composed of the principal officials; with a 
Legislative Councq consisting of a certain number of official 
members to whom a nominated unofficial element will be added. 
But it -is the desire of His Majesty's Government, as soon as cir­
cumstances permit, to introduce a representative element, and 
ultiIJ;lately to concede to the new Colonies the privilege of self­
government. Moreover, on the cessation of hostilities, a High 
Court Will be established in each of the new ColonieS to admin­
ister the laws of the land, and this Court will be independent of 
the Executive. 

Church property, public trusts, and orphan funds will be 
respected; 
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Both the English and Dutch languages will be used and taught 
in public schools when the parents of the children desire it, and 
allowed in Courts of Law; 

As regards the debts of the late Republican Governments, His 
Majesty's Government cannot undertake any liability; It is, 
however, prepared, as an act of grace, to set aside a sum not 
exceeding 'one million· pounds sterling to repay inhabitants of 
the Transvaal and Orange River.Colony for goods requisitioned 
from them by the late Republican Governments, or subsequent 
to annexation, by Commandants in the field being in a position 
to enforce such requisitions. But such claims will have to be 
established to the satisfaction of a Judge or Judicial Commission, 
appointed by the Government, to investigate and assess them, 
and, if exceeding in the aggregate one million pounds, they will 
be liable to reduction pro rata. 

I also beg to inform Your Honour that the new Government 
will take into immediate consideration the possibility of !lSsisting 
by loan the occupants of farms, who will take the oath of allegi~ 
ance, to repair any injuries sustained by destruction of buildings 
or loss of stock during the war, and that no special war tax will 
be imposed upon farms to defray the expense of the war; 

When burghers require the protection of firearms, such will 
be allowed to them by licence, and on due registration, provided 
they take the oath of allegiance. Licences will also be issued 
for sporting rifles, guns, etc., but military firearms will only be 
allowed for purposes of protection. _ 

As regards the extension of the franchise to Kaffirs in the 
Transvaal and Orange River Colony, it is not the intention of 
His Majesty's Goverrimeilt to give such franchise before repre­
sentative Government is granted to those Colonies, and if then 
given it will.be so limited as to secure the just predominance of 
the white race. The legal position of coloured persons-will, how­
ever, be similar to that which they hold in the Cape Colony; 

In conclusion I must inform Your Honout that, if the terms 
now offered are not accepted after a reasonable delay for con­
sideration they must be regarded as cancelled; 

" 

I have, etc., 
KITCHENER, GENERAL, 

Commander-in-Chief British Forces, South AfricaJ 

To His Honour, Commandant-General· Louis Botha~ 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SPECIAL NATIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES AT VEREENIGINC, SOUTH 
AFRICAN REPUBLIC, THURSDA Y~ THE 29TH OF 
MAY 1902, AND THE FOLLOWING DAYS. 

AlA Y 29Tlt, 1902.' 

The Rev: J I D~ Kestell having offered prayer, the Chairman 
requested ,Vice-President Burger to address the meeting. 

Vice-President Burger said that the documents laid before the 
Governments by the Commission would now be read to the meet­
ing. Thereupon Mr. D.van Velden read the following' letter : 

REPORT OF THE CoMMISSION: 

PRETORIA. 

28th ltJ ay, 1902: 
To the Governments 0/ tM Orange Free State and the. South African 

Republic: 
HONBLE •. GENTLEMEN,-"' 

In accordance with instructions received from you, we went to 
Pretoria in order to negotiate with the British authorities on the 
question of peac~ We haye the honour to make the following-
report: . 

The meeting lasted from Monday, May 19th, to Wednesday, 
May 28th, its prolongation having been principally caused by 
the length of time taken up by the cable correspondence with the 
Briti~ Government, 

We first handed in a proposal (annexed under A) 1 in which w~ 
attempted to negotiate on the basis of a limited independence 
with surrender of part of .our territory. Lords Kitchener and 
Milner refused emphatically to negotiate on this basis. and ex-

• 'I See page 433 eI .set. 
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presSed'the opinion that ,to cable this pro,d~' ~ the British 
Government would be detrimental to the 0 jectS' of these nego­
tiations; They told us they had already info ed the two Govern­
ments that the British Government would onI negotiate on the 
basis of an amended form of the, Middelburg propos .' ot 
finally to formulate 'this proposal, Lord Milner asked the assist· 
ance of some members of the CommisSion; aild this was granted, 
on the understanding that the'assistance of these members of the 
Commission. should be given without prejudice to. themselves" 

As the result of the deliberations of. :this sub-committee,' Lord 
Milner; produced, a draft proposal, in which we insisted that, a 
fresh 'Clause (No. II) :should be inserted ; and this was done. 
This,draft proposal (annexed under B) 1 was then cabled to the 
British ,Government; revised by them;, and then communicated 
to us in its finaI shape (annexed under B)! We were informed by 
the British Government that no further revision of this proposal 
would be allowed, but, that it must now be either accepted 'or 
rejected in its entirety by the delegates of 'the two Republics.;, 
and that this acceptance or rejection must take place within a 
stipulated time., We then told Lord Kitchener that he should 
know our final decision by the evening of the next Saturday a~ 
latest. ' 

During our formal negotiations certain informal conversations 
took place in reference to the British subjects (in Cape Colony 
and Natal) who have been fighting on our side. As a"result of 
these informal conversations a communication from the British 
~overnment was imparted to us (annexed under B).8 ' 

'We have the honour to remain"etq 
, LOUIS BOTHA: 

J-.H. DE LA REY: 
C. R. DE WET; 
J. B. M.HERTZOG; 
JI,D.:SMUTS; 

;Vice-President Burger said that the delegates mu!'t proceed to 
discuss this document, and that ,they would tllen, pe askeilto 
decide-firstly, whether, the struggle shoUld, be continue4_ 
secondly, whether tl,le proposal of the British Governmeuhhould 
be accepted; and, thirdly, whether they were prepared to sur. 
render ,unconditionaI1y. , ' 

x Seepage 451 et seq. 2 ,See page 46,5 ,el seq. S See page 468 et seg. 
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It was dec. 13.t minutes of the meeting should be kept. 
and the delegates then proceeded to discuss the different articles 
of the British Government's proposal~ The whole of the morning 
and a part of the afternoon sitting were devoted to questions 
dealing witIithe meaning of the several clauses, the members of 
·the Commission answering to the best of their ability; 

After these questions had been disposed of, Mr. De Oercq rose 
to speak; He said that he had already given his own opinion; 
but that now it was for the whole meeting to decide whether they 
would give up the war, and, if they resolved to do so, whether 
they would accept the proposal unconditionally~ As to the pro­
posal~ it could not be denied that it did not give all that they 
themselves desired, but that could not have heen expected. Should 
they now return to their commandos and be asked by their 
burghers what they had effected; they would have to reply; 
"Nothing." How would they be able to meet their burghers 
with such an answer as that? It would therefore-be better to 
get terms from the British Government; and by doing so they 
would also gratify the British nation: As for himself, he was for 
accepting the proposal, unless it could be proved to him that 
unconditional surrender would be a still better course to take: 

General Nieuwoudt then proposed· that the meeting should, 
without further delay; proceed to vote whether the war should 
be terminated, and whether the terms offered to them should be 
accepted: 

General Froneman seconded this proposal: 
Mr. Birkenstock (Vrijheid) felt that this was too important a 

matter to be treated with such haste: A decision about such 
a document as the one now lying before the meeting could not 
be come to in a moment: The delegates would hardly agree 
with the last speaker in his opinion that they should at once 
proceed to vote whether the war should or should not be con­
tinued. Time was required before coming to such a decision; 
Moreover it had to be proved whether it were possible to continue 
the war~ There were some districts where it certainly could no 
Iongtr be carried on: Was it possible for one part of the nation 
to continue fighting without the· other? Then there was the 
question whether their resources and the troops which they still 
had were sufficient to justify them in prolonging the struggle; 
If they were insufficient the war must be discontinued and terms 
must be accepted. It would not be an easy thing to do; one 
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could not; with a light heart, give lJP\!ie ind.'~.; '~'IutJ.::I:­
country; but half a loaf was bet,rer than nOn· ence."? He 
such a sacrifice as this'migllt be 'necessary if hi ,those .districts 
be saved. - I others; If :to 

Commandant Jacobs (Harrismith) was at one\'lce, thh1. the 
speaker in holding that they must not be in too great ... : . __ .~n, 
vote on the proposal; 
- Mr. P; R. Viljoen(Heidelberg) felt that the proposal of the 
British Government would so tightly bind them that they would 
never again be free. They were knee-haltered now, but under II 
certain circumstances they might even be hobbled.s 

He considered that the meeting should ask the Governments 
to stop the war. 

General DuToit (Wo1maransstad) said that the times through 
which they were passing were very critical; every one ought to 
say exactly what he thought, and no one 'ought to be condemned 
for doing so; A delegate who should say that the war could not 
be continued must not be considered' disloyal to his ceuntry 
because he did so; As regarded the three questions before the· 
meeting, according to the opinion of his burghers the war ought 
to be continued; The. views of his burghers when he left the 
commandos had been clearly expressed. "Let us retain our 
independence, or go on fighting," they had said. But why were 
they of this mind? Because they were unaware how matters 
stood in other districts. The eyes of the delegates, however, 
while directed towards God, were also able to observe the con. 
dition of the eastern parts of their country, If the burghers in 
those parts could not hold .out, it would be impossible for the 
other commandos to do so; It could not be denied that some 
of the commandos were no longer able to continue fighting; 
That being the case, even if there were a majority in favour of 
prolonging the struggle, that majority would have to yield to the 
wishes of the minority, and for this reason: if the war were to 
be continued in conformity with the wishes of the majority, and 
if the minority were to be compelled to surrend,er (and nobody 
would be surprised at this), then the majority would find them­
selves too weak to go on fighting. Thus there.were clear reasons 

" ,The Boer form of this proverb is: Half an egg is better than 
an empty lihel!. 

1I The head fastened to the knee. 
S Having two legs fastened together. 
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It was dec> . ~ be ended. Moreover, its continuation would 
and the delegates the national but also the moral death of the 
of the British Go: it was still to be proved that a continuation· of 
and a part of en possible; for himself he feared that it was not 
dealing wi~ .. hi he must he could only tight without hope and 
·U'r..w.ro'l1eart. If he were now to go back to his burghers, and 
they were to ask him why he persisted in the war, and he was 
compelled to reply that he was doing so on the strength of 
opinions expressed in newspapers, and on the encouragement 
given to the cause of the Republics in their pages, he would be 
told that he was building on sand. Again, he feared that if the 
war were to be continued, detached parties ·would be formed 
which would try to obtain terms from the English for themselves. 
And should the commandos in time become so weak as to be 
forced to surrender· Unconditionally, what then would be the 
fate of the officers? Would they not lose everything, and be 
banished into the bargain? Let no one think, however, that he 
was trying merely to do what was best for himself. No. There 
was now a chance for negotiating j should the meeting let slip 
that chance, unconditional surrender would most certainly 
result, and that would be disastrous to all. He hoped that he 
would not be misunderstood; if the meeting decided to go on 
with the war, he, for one, would not lay down his arms. No, 
he would actively prosecute the war, and operate in conjunction 
with the other generals. But what would be the use of it: he 
sided with those who held that the struggle could no longer be 
carried on; 

Commandant Rheeder (Rouxville) wished to reply to those 
who demanded reasons for the continuation of the war. One 
reason, he said, was to be found in the fact that England would 
not allow them to have any communication with the deputation 
in Europe; that meant that something advantageous to us 
was being held back. Another was the consideration of what 
their descendants in time to come would say. .. How is it," 
they: would ask, II that we are not now free men? There were a 
large number of burghers in the veldt to continue the war-what 
has become of our independence?" And what answer shall we be 
able to make ?-we whose .courage failed us before such tre­
mendous odds, and who laid doWn our arms when· victory was 
still possible. The speaker would only be satisfied if the meeting 
were unanimous for stopping the war. not otherwise. He 

476 



AP~~n<_', 
tho~~ht of th~ families; How w0w.d the ~(.. ~,; t.'~ ~ut~­
farrulIes on thell' return, after the sacrifice of If ~;..lience? He 
considered ,that thE! lcommandos' should ;leL).,:..-:'those .districts 
where resistance:was'no longer possible and/go to others; If:to 
discontinue the war meant -to surrender iri&ependence, then. the 
war must not be discontinued: i' , 

Vice-President Burger!said that,he,ha~not heard from ,the 
last speaker any.reasoIis whatsoever for,continuing·,the.war. 

Commandant Rheeder then. remarked thaUf they wanted to 
surrender their country they should have done.so earlier; when 
the burghers were not entirely destitute, But now nothing was 
left tj) them. 'As to the narrowness of. the field of operations; 
there was still rOOm enough to fight. 

Commandant P. ;L,Hijs i(Pretoria) referred, to the,frequent 
allusion which had been made, to their European'deputationl 
That deputation was now in Holland. ;and must know,if anything 
was going on there to the advantage of the Republics..If there 
were' any hopeful signs. there) their' . comrades. would I,certainly 
have infonnedthem. They had not.dona ~O; and therefore the 
meeting should disriliss this subject 'from its thoughts. 
'. The meetiilg then adjourned until 7;15 p.m. . 
.. Upon 'reassembling, . Commandant Cronje (Winburg) said,that 
he would not detain the meeting for long; he only wished to 
say a very few.words •. It had been rightly said that they. were 
passing througb a'momentous period of their history. To his 
mind th~ Pf!!SCnt 'was the cl,iticalepoch in: the. existence .of the 
African nation, whose destinies they had now to decide.. Dele" 
gates were asking what .hope~. they' could now entertain: But 
what groUnds for hope were. there .when the :war began?· .In his 
opinion there were none. It was only, that men believed then 
that Right was Might; and put their trust in God. ,And God had 
helped them,;" When. the enemy had entered their country every~ 
thing was dark., There. had been a day .on which more,than four 
thousand men had surrendered. Then, even asnow,theyhad 
been without hope. . Then, even as, now, those who· wanted. to 
continue the war had been told that they were mad. That' had 
been some two years ago, and yet the war was still going on; 
Then, ·even as now; there had been no food; and yet they had 
managed to, live. The delegates represented a free people; 
let them not take a step of which they.wouldafterwardsrepent~ 
As regarded intervention, he had . often said that ~>De, could not 
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rel,t was dec.. :'~ey could rely on God; When he return~d to 
his oUrgher~ates bas questioned as to his reason for the course 
of action whichl:-ihad advocated, he hoped to be able to answer. 
" l3elief in God." There had always been times when there was 
no food, and yet they had always managed to live. A deputation 
had been officially -snit to Europe, and was now there to repre­
sent their interests. Had the meeting lost its confidence in that 
deputation? Did it not realize that if the case of the Republic 
was hopeless in EurlJpe the deputation would send word to .that 
effect? I t had been said that by continuing the war they would 
be exterminating the nation; He did not believe this. The way 
to exterminate the nation was to accept the British proposal. 
To go on with the war was their only policy, and it was a very 
good policy~ The deputation had claimed that their advice 
should be taken before any negotiations were attempted. What 
right, then, had the delegates to give up the war on the basis of 
the proposal now before them? To do so was to give the death 
blow to their national existence; later on they would have cause 
to rue it. Moreover, the proposal did not safeguard the interests 
of their brethren in Cape Colony; Again, landed property be­
longing to burghers had already been sold, and in all probability 
these burghers wo\}ld never see any of the proceeds. The sum 
(£3,000,000) which the proposal offered i to compensate for all 
damages, was not sufficient to cover damage already done. For 
these and other reasons the proposal could not be accepted. No 
other course was open to them except to reject the proposal and 
to continue hostilities; 

General Froneman (Ladybrand) agreed with the last speaker; 
He loved his country, and could not think of surrendering it; 
The reasons which had induced them to begin the war were still 
in force; He had been through the whole campaign, and saw 
stronger reasons now than ever before for the continuing of the 
war. His districts, like those of others, were exhausted, an!I yet 
his burghers remained in the veldt. He had been present at the 
surrender of the four thousand; he had seen General Cronje give 
up liis sword. Those had been dark days, but the struggle still 
went on; they could still keep on their legs. It had been God's 
will that this war should take place~ . Prayers had been offered 
1hat it might be averted, but God bad ruled it otherwise. There­
fore they must carry the war through, and never think of sur­
render. They were Republicans; What would it be to have to 
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give up that name for ever? He had consulted his I.e's duty to do 
their womenfolk; he had asked them, " What conditi.f the war. 
will you accept?" They had answered, "No p·e3.>een begun in 
it means any loss of independence." And so, befol)..been begun 
vote for peace, he would have again to take the opinion L'-Of the 
burghers; . . '-,....;1 

Veldtcornet B. H. Breijtenbach (Utrecht) urged that a definite 
yes or no must be given to the question, Is the war to continue? 
The general condition of the country had J:>een laid before the 
meeting, and it had been clearly shown that its condition made 
the carrying on of the ",ar impossible; One could not escape 
from that fact. Why then should they argue any longer? What 
reason had they for Wishing to prolong. this. struggle? They 
surely would not do so blindfold. Unless good reasons could be 
alleged for continuing it, the war would have to be stopped~ As 
those good reasons were not forthcoming, he would vote with 
those who were for peace. To continue the war would be a 
crime. Some of the last few speakers had stated that there had 
been no sufficient reasons fQr commencing the war. That might 
be true; They might have been over· confident then; Be that 
as it might, they certainly had lost so much ground since then 
that they must now give up the struggle. This was his irrevo­
cable opinion; It had been clearly shown that fourteen com­
mandos were unable to continue in the veldt; This made peace 
a necessity, for what was to be gained by continuing a struggle 
without a proper army. The war might last a few months longer, 
but it must end then-and end in disaster, 

Commandant W. J. Viljoen (Witwatersrand) said that some 
speakers were for and others against the continuation of hostilities; 
The- first were guided by faith alone; the second had brought 
forward definite grounds for their opinion; A year ago both 
parties had been inspired by faith, but what had been the result? 
He would be glad enough to be convinced, but those who 
wished to continue the war must show grounds for such a line of 
action. • 

General De la Rey would only say a few words. He had re­
ceived definite instructions before he went to his burghers neither 
to encourage nor discourage them, whatever they might say at 
their' meetings. He had strictly observed these instructions; 
and had never attempted to influence them. There were present 
among the delegates. nine men (one being from Cape Colony) who 
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celt was dee:.. b' h d h uld"f . hiS 1:" h ~ hIS urg ers, an w 0 wo testi y as to therr state 

f 
~rg er i temper; he need not therefore say anything. The 

o action wh' uld bear· h full ' "B li f" () Wltness ow of courage the men were; 
, fe~. m, is, the war could not be continued. Say or do what 

no r! 0; would at that meeting, the war must cease. Some had 
htcilked about faith; But what was faith? True faith consisted 
in saying, .. Locd, Thy will, not mine, be done." They must bow 
before the will of God." The delegates, he continued, must choose 
one of the three courses which were open to them. It would be 
a great calamity if they were to decide to surrender uncondition­
ally; Had it been necessary to do so it should have been done 
while they still possessed something. Should they then con­
tinue the war? But the question as to what would become of the 
people under those circumstances m~t be faced-to continue 
fighting would be the ruin of the nation. The delegates might 
go away determined to fight, but the burghers would lay down 
their arms, and the state of affairs which would thus ensue 
would not redound to their honour. But the British Govern­
ment offered guarantees; it would help the nation so that the 
nation might help itself. If anyone were to say now, " Continue 
fighting," he and his generals might have the heart to do so if 
they kept their minds fixed on their recen,texploits. For himself. 
however, he would refuse absolutely to accede to that request; 
And what real advantage had accrued from his successes in the 
veldt? What had followed on them? All his cattle had been 
taken away, some three hundred of his men had been killed, 
wounded, or taken prisoner. Some of the delegates set their 
hopes on the European deputation, but what did that deputation 
say a year ago? It said that all depended on their continuing 
to fight. They had continued to fight. What more, then, was 
there left for them to do? Some gentlemen present had definite 
mandates from their burghers, who very likely had no knowledge 
of the actual state of affairs when they gave those mandates. 
He himself had not known at that time in what a plight the 
cOlmtry was. He challenged each and all of the delegates to 
show their burghers the- proposal of the British Government, and 
then to see if those burghers were not in favour of unconditional 
surrender. But if the meeting insisted on the continuation of 
hostilities, the nation would be driven into hands-upping; thus 
the war would end in dishonour and disgrace. 

Landdrost Bosman (Wakkerstroom) was glad that General De 
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la Rey had spoken out so boldly; it was every one's duty to do 
so. He himself also was against the continuance of the war. 

Although it had been said that the war had been begun in 
faith, it ought not to be forgotten that it had also been begun 
with hope of intervention, as was shown by the sending of the 
deputation to Europe-that deputation which, as they had 
often heard, had done so much good work;. Another proof that 
there had then been hope of intervention was that the burghers 
had ordered the delegates to keep them in communication with 
the deputation. And that they had not relied exclusively on 
faith at the beginning of the war was shown by the fact that they 
had founded great hopes on what their brethren in Cape Colony 
might accomplish. These hopes had now been dissipated by 
General Smuts, who had just said that there was no chance of a 
general insurrection; 

Again, could the war be continued when their commandos 
were so much weakened, and when food was so scarce? 
It was nonsense to say that food had been scarce a year ago; 
there had been a sufficiency then, and at the present time there 
was not, One could ride from Veteeniging to Piet Retief without 
seeing more than two or three herds of cattle; Moreover, the 
women and children were in a most pitiable condition; One 
delegate had spoken against any scheme which would be as it 
were a trampling on the blood which had already been spilt-he 
shared that delegate's sentiments; but-he considered that to 
shed yet more blood in a cause which was to all appearance hope­
less would be still more reprehensible. He should prefer not 
to enter into the religious aspect of the question. It was difficult 
to fathom the purposes of God; perhaps it might be the Divine 
will that they should lose their independence. All that they 
could do was to follow the course which seemed to be good and 
right. Were they, then, to surrender unconditionally? He 
would say no. It would be giving the enemy opportunities for 
doing things from which they might otherwise desist.. Moreover, 
by voting for such a policy the leaders would incur the dis­
pleasure of the nation. In choosing what course they would pur­
sue the delegates should let nothing else sway them save the 
good of the nation; They must not be carried away by their 
feelings; they must listen only to the voice of reason, 

Commandant H. S. Grobler (Bethal) felt that, under the cir­
cumstances, the war could not be continued. It had already 
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reduced them to such straits that they would soon have to fly 
to the utmost borders of their territories, leaving the enemy 
unopposed in the very heart of the country. At the beginning 
of the war they had not relied on faith alone; there had also 
been guns, war material and provisions; But now none of these 
things were left to them. It was terrible to him to think that 
they must sacrifice the independence of their country. He was 
a true son of his. country, and could not consent to 'the surrender 
of her independence unless that were the only way of saving 
the women and children from starvation. But it was not only 
the women and children who were on the verge of starvation; 
the burghers stiIlleft in the laagers were in the same predicament. 
What, moreover, was to happen to the prisoners of war, if the 
struggle were to be continued? And to the families in the camps ? 
The delegates must not forget those families; If the people 
generally were dying a national, the families were dying a moral, 
death. It was a sad thought that there were among their women 
in the camps, many who were thus losing their moral vitality. 
It was a thought which should make them determined to conclude 
the war. 

Commandant van Niekerk (Ficksburg) said that his commandos 
had commissiol'led him to hold out for independence. The pro­
posal of the British Government could not be accepted. They 
must take no hasty step. If they persevered in. the war, the 
enemy would grant them better terms. All they had to do was 
to act. like brave men; 

General J. G. Celliers (Lichtenburg) had already told the 
meeting what mandate he had received from his burghers. 
But he was there to do the best he could for the nation as a whole. 
The condition of the country was very critical. The fact that 
his own commandos were faring well was not a sufficient reason 
for continuing the war. He must take all circumstances into 
consideration. He had said that he was in favour of an arrange­
ment by which peace should be made without the sacrifice of 
independence. Such an arrangement they had attempted to 
brlDg about. They had elected a Commission, which had done 
all in its power to give effect to their wishes in this matter. And 
the result was the proposal of the British Government now 
lying before them. That was what the CommiSsion had obtained 
for them; Which of them could say that he could have obtained 
better terms for the people than those contained in that proposal? 
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Or that, if the war were to be continued, the people would gain 
any advantage which that proposal did .not give them? It had 
been said that the Deputation in Europe had encouraged the 
burghers in their prolonged struggle. The last message they 
had received from the Deputation had been: "Go on till every 
remedy has been tried." Could that be called encouragement? 
It had also been said that the nation must have faith; He ad­
mitted the necessity-but it must not be the sort of faith which 
chose what it would believe, and what it woUld disbelieve. 
They must be prepared to believe that it might be the will of God 
that they should yield to the enemy. As he, had more insight 
into the state of affairs than his burghers, and therefore was 
better qualified to form a judgment, he did not feel himself 
bound by their mandate. Had the burghers known what he 
now knew: they would have given him a very different commis­
sion. He felt that it was a serious thing to continue sacrificing 
the lives- of his fellow countrymen. Moreover, however dear 
independence might be, it was useless to attempt impossibilities. 
Their one aim should be to safeguard the interests of the nation. 
His vote would be with those who were for accepting the pro; 
posal of the British Government. 

Commander-in-Chief de Wet was the next to address the 
meeting. His speech was as follows :-

" As I feel it to be my duty to speak out all my mind before 
this meeting, I shall go back to the very beginning of the war. 
And recalling my feelings at that period, I can say that I had 
less hope then for intervention than I have now. I do not mean 
to say that I am sanguine about it even now; but I know to­
day, what I did not know then, that great sympathy is felt for 
us by other nations; Even in England this sympathy is to be 
found, as is shown by the largely:attended " Pro-Bper " meetings 
which have been held in that country. And that the feeling 
in our favour is widespread is evident from the reports which 
we received by word of mouth from the messenger to whom the 
deputation entrusted its recent letter, for we cannot believe that 
the deputation would have employed an unreliable person. i\nd 
what did that messenger say? Among other things; he said 
that our cause was winning new adherents everyday; It may 
be asked, however, why the deputation did not send a report 
of its own? I reply that it had its hand upon the pulse of the 
Governments, and that the information it was thus gaining was 
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of such a character that it could not be entrusted to any mes­
senger whatsoever. Perhaps the deputation was unable in 
any way to communicate what it knew to us-it would never do 
to noise abroad the secrets of European policy. The silence of 
the delegates ought not, then, to discourage us; on the con­
tr:ary, we should regard it as a hopeful sign • 

.. If there is anyone man who feels deeply for the critical 
condition of our country, I am that man. And critical our 
condition certainly is; so that I am not surprised that some of 
us are asking, • What hope have we now in continuing the 
struggle?' But I would ask another question: • What hope 
had we at the beginning of. the war ? ' Our faith in God-we 
had nothing else to rely on! At the very outset -of the war 
I knew that we, with our forty-five thousand troops, were en­
gaged in a contest against a nation that had no less than seven 
hundred and fifty thousand men under arms, and who could 
easily send against us a third of that number.. And to counter­
balance the terrible odds against us, we had nothing, as I knew, 
but our faith. At that time there were some who expected that 
effectual help would come frem Cape Colony. I was never 
deluded by this hope. I knew of course that there were men 
there who would fight with us against England; I knew how 
much those men sympathized with our cause; but I also knew 
that the circumstances of that country would make it impossible 
for the colonists to help us more than they have, as a matter 
of fact, done. No I God was our one Hope when the war began. 
And if, when the war is over, victory lies with us, it will not be 
the first time that faith in God has enabled the weaker nation 
to overthrow the stronger. " 

.. Those of you who urge that the war should be discontinued, 
ask us, who are for carrying it on, what tangible reason we 
have for our hope. But what tangible reason for hope was 
there at the beginning of the war? Are our affairs darker 
now? Quite the contrary-miracles have been worked in our 
favour during the last twenty-two months. General Botha 
wrote to me some time ago, saying that the scarcity of ammu­
nition was causing him much anxiety. And he had good cause 
for that anxiety-ammunition was exhausted. When a burgher 
came to me at that time with an empty bandolier, it absolutely 
terrified me. But now, to use an expression of General Jou­
bert's, my pleasure is tempered with shame when I think of the 
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plentiful store of ammUnition which we possess; I am not angry 
with those of my compatriots who ask for reasons-I give my 
reasons-nor have I given a thousandth part of them. 

" The enemy has already made us some concessions. There 
was a time when Lord Salisbury said that the English Govern­
ment would be satisfied with nothing short of unconditional 
surrender. He does not say so to-day. England is negotiating 
with us-that is to say, she shows signs of yielding to our de­
mands. .If we continue the war, England will negotiate again; 
she will offer still more favourable terms; she will not even 
stick at independence. -

" Do you want more of my reasons? Look back once more 
upon our past history, and you shall find them. Recall the time 
when the Transvaal was at war with England. . At that. time 
we did not know the English so well as we now know them; we 
had only thirteen cartridges for each man; and there were the 
so-called • Loyalists '-a chicken-hearted crew-to hamper us. 
Faith was our only support then-and you all know how that 
war resulted. 

" I am asked what I mean to do With the women and children; 
That is a very difficult question to answer. We... must have 
faith. I think also that we might meet the emergency in this 
way-a part of the men should be told off to lay down their 
arms for the sake of the women, and then they could take the 
women with them to the English in the towns. This would be 
a hard expedient, but it may be the only one possible. . 

" America has been referred to by some of the speakers, who 
have compared our circumstances with those of the United 
States, when they made war upon England. The comparison 
is, in one respect at least, an apt one, for we also have large 
territories to which we can ah1vays retreat. 

"As to Europe-we know little of the condition. of things 
. there. Our information· about Europe comes only from news­
papers, and • Jingo' newspapers at that. If there is not a great 
deal going on in Europe which England wants to hide from us, 
why is she so c~~ful not tolet us see European journals" If 
there were anythlIig in them unfavourable to our cause, England 
would flood our country with them in her own interests. We 
must also note that England will not permit our deputation 
to return to us. 

" Taking all these facts into consideration, and remembering 
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that the sympathy for us, which is to be found in England itself, 
may be regarded as being, for all practical purposes, a sort of 
indirect intervention, I maintain that this terrible struggle must 
be continued. We must fight on, no matter how long, until our 
independence is absolutely secure." . 

General Beijers (Waterberg) said that he had to give an 
answer to the question whether he ought to follow his reason or 
his conscience; he could only reply that conscience had the first 
claim upon him. If he were to perish whilst following the gui­
dance of reason, he would feel that he had been unfaithful; 
whereas, were he to die -whilst obeying the dictates of con­
science, he would not fear death. Martyrs of old had died for 
their faith; buthe feared that the martyr spirit was now only 
to be met with in books! . Those martyrs had died, and with 
their death it had seemed that all was lost; but the truth, for 
which they had given up their lives, had lived! 

But how is it now with us? We think our cause a righteolls 
one, but are we willing to die for it? Some spoke of our exist­
ence as a nation-but whether that were to be preserved or 
lost, did not lie with us-it was in the hands of God-He would 
take care of it. Right must conquer in the end. They must 
take care to be on the side of right, should it even cost them their 
lives. He agreed with those who said that, even if the present 
deliberations were to come to nothing, they would have another 
chance, later on, of negotiating. This had been proved by what 
had already happened. General de Wet had shown them how 
Lord Salisbury had gone back upon his first demands; he 
(General Beijers) could tell them that on one occasion Lord 
Roberts had declined even to speak to General Botha-and yet 
the English were negotiating with them now. He was quite 
open to conviction, but at present he could not see that the war 
ought to be stopped. Nevertheless he was not blind to the critical 
state of their affairs. But their case was not yet hopeless; their 
anxiety about food, their lack of horses-these were not insur­
mountable difficulties. They might even find some means by 
which to save their womenfolk. . 

No; These difficulties were not insuperable; but there was 
one difficulty which 'Was insuperable-the present spirit of the 
nation. When a spirit, be it what it might, inspired or ruled a 
man, then that man would submit to no other sway. The 
spirit that now ruled the burghers was a spirit that was driving 
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them over to the enemy. Against that spirit it was impossible 
to contend.: General De la Rey had said that, if the proposal 
now before the meeting were to be shown to the burghers, they 
would at once accept it-that was the sort of spirit that was in 
them, and one must take it into consideration, for he was con. 
vinced that it presented an insurmountable obstacle to the 
continuation of the war~ 

The meeting was then closed with prayerJ 

FRIDAY, MAy 30TH, :r~J 

After the preliminary prayer had been off~red, Vice-President 
Burger said that before beginning the business of the day, it 
was his sad duty to inform the meeting that the President of the 
Orange Free State had been obliged to resign, on account of 
serious illness. President Steyn had been compelled, in order 
to obtain medical assistance, to put himseIf in the hands of the 
enemy. He had further to communicate that Commander­
in-Chief de Wet had been appointed Vice-President of the Orange 
Free State. He wished to express his deep sympathy with the 
representatives in the, severe loss which they had sustained~ 
President Steyn, he said, had been a rock and pillar to their great 
cause~ 

Vice-President de Wet having thanked the Vice-President of 
the South African Republic for his kind and sympathetic words, 
Mr. J. Naude (the representative of Pretoria, and of General 
Kemp's flying columns) put some questions with regard to the 
colonists who had been fighting on the Boer side~ These ques­
tions were answered by General Smuts. Mr. Naude then asked 
if the delegates were expected to come to any decision about 
independence. _ 

GeneFal Botha replied that the Governments .had infcfrmed 
Lords Kitchener and Milner that they were not in a condition 
tp decide that question-that it was a matter for the nation to 
settle. The delegates had then gone to their burghers, and now 
had returned, and were present. • 

Mr. Naude said that it must therefore have been known at 
Klerksdorp that the delegates had to decide upon the question 
of independence. If that were so, he found himself in a difficulty~ 
Either the delegates had been misled, or they were the victims 
of a mi5take, for they had never been told that they had been 
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elected as plenipotentiaries. Notwithstanding all that the law­
yers might say, he considered himself as having a certain definite 
mission. He had obtained the votes of his burghers on the under­
standing that he would take up a certain position. He had 
asked them whether independence was to be given up, and they 
had answered in the negative. He could not therefore vote 
for the acceptance of the proposal now before the meeting, for 
that proposal demanded the surrender of independence. His 
burghers had also insisted on being allowed to keep their arms, 
and on the use of their language in schools and Courts of Justice, 
both of which conditions were refused by the British proposal. 
Since, therefore, he could not agree to the proposal, he was for 
continuing the war. Some asked what were the chances of suc­
cess? He remembered the state of feeling among the burghers 
atWarmebad-that was a dark time indeed. The Com­
mandant-General had paid those burghers a visit, and had told 
them that they had nothing to lose. but everything to win, by 
continuing the struggle. That had been enough for them. They 
had not had much prospect then; they could not see whither 
their road was leading. But they had found out afterwards. 
It had been a dark time, too, when Pretoria was taken, but most 
of the burghers had remained steadfast., And after the dark­
ness the light had come back. Again a dark cloud was over 
them-it would pass away, and the light would reappear. 

General De la Rey explained that he had not intended to mis­
lead anybody at the gatherings of the burghers. Every docu­
ment which the Government had handed over to him had been 
laid before those gatherings. Mr. Naude had asked whether 
the delegates at that meeting had to decide about independence. 
Most certainly they had. And to do so was a duty devolving 
upon Mr. Naude as much as on any other delegate present. 
Thel would have to decide, not for their own districts alone, 
but for the whole country. -

Mr. Naude said that he had no wish to free himself from his 
responsibility, but he could not forget that he had come there 
with a. definite mission. , 

Judge Hertzog wished again to explain the rights of the ques­
tion from a legal point of view. One must ask: If the nation 
were here, what would it wish to be done? And one must act 
inconformity with what one thinks its answer would be. The 
Judge then proceeded to speak on the matter in general. What, 
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he asked, were the arguments in favour. of continu thAAP?" 
In the first place, England was growing weaker j u as ilQ~] 
own nation was. Anyone could see that with their o·\VIIi~lllS,~ 
It was true as regarded the financial side of the question; No 
doubt England could still collect millions of pounds, if she 
wished, but the time would come when she would have trouble 
with her tax-payers. Already the British Government found it 
difficult to pay the interest on the sum borrowed for war ex­
penses, as was proved by the fact that a corn tax had been levied 
in England. That tax would not have been levied unless things 
had been in a serious condition; In the second place, he would 
ask how it was they had not been allowed to meet their deputa­
tion? It would only have taken the deputation fourteen days 
to· perform the journey; by now it would have been among 
them. But permission had been refused them. And· why? 
It was said that to grant a permission would have been a military 
irregularity. But the present meeting was also, a military 
irregularity. There must be something more behind that re­
fusal. But what were the arguments against going on with the 
war? He would enumerate them-the situation in which they 
found themselves was critical; the country as a whole was ex­
hausted. Nearly all the horses had died or had been captured. 
The strongest argument of all, however, was that some of their 
own people had turned against them, and were fighting in the 
ranks of the enemy. Then the condition of the women,caused 
great anxiety; a fear had been expressed that a moral decay 
might set in among the families in the camps; That considera· 
tion had great weight with him. No' one with any heart could 
remain indifferent to it. If there was one thing which more than 
anything else made him respect Commandant-General Botha, 
it was that the Commandant-General had the heart to.feel, 
and the courage to express, the importance of that consideration; 
The present war was one of the saddest that had ever been 
waged. He doubted if there had ever been a war in which a 
nation had suffered as they had. But all those sufferjngs_ 
horrible though th~y were, did not influence his decision. Did 
he but see the chance of finally securing freedom for the nation; 
he would put all such considerations on one side, and go on 
fighting till death; No; it was not the horror of the situation 
which influenced him; there was something that weighed upon 
his heart yet more heavily-it was the holding 0/ that meeting al 

489 



THREE YEARS \VAR 

V ereeniging~ He reproached no one~ Every one had acted 
with the best intentions. Nevertheless that meeting was a 
fatal error; it would give them their death blow. For what 
had it produced ?-a statement from the lips of the Commandant· 
General himself that the condition of the country was hopeless. 
If there were yet any burghers whose courage was not gone, 
would they not be utterly disheartened when they heard what 
their leaders had said at that meeting? That was the saddest 
thought of all. He could understand that those burghers who 
had already lost heart should be leaving the commandos, but 
now those who had never yet been disheartened would become 
so~ But notwithstanding all this, it was difficult to feel certain 
which was the right course to pursue-to give up the war or 
to continue it~ He could only suggest that those who were now 
in doubt on the matter should support the line of action which. 
before their doubt began, had appeared to them to be best. 

Mr. L. J. Meyer (a member of the Government of the South 
African Republic) then gave some account of the devastation 
of that part of the country which lay to the north of the Eastern 
Railway, and on the further side of the Sabi River. (This 
report coincided with those 3.Ireadygiven by the delegates.) 
He went on to say that as they were all in the dark, and could 
not see the road they were travelling along. they must take 
reason and conscience for their guide. They had already lost 
much: let them not lose everything; And what could they 
hope to gain by continuing the struggle? To do so might be to 
throwaway their last chance of peace~ \\'nat would their 
progeny say of them if they were to persist in the struggle and 
thus lose everything they had possessed? They would saYi 
.. Our forefathers were brave, but they had no brains." 'Vhereasf 

if they were to stop the war, their progeny would say, .. Our 
forefathers did not fight for their own glory." He pointed out 
that however little the British proposal contained of what they 
desired, it' nevertheless promised them representative Govern­
ment. In the past he had been against the war; he had wished 
that' the five years' franchise should be granted~ Although the 
people had opposed this measure he had always supported it~ 
And why? Because he had feared that were that measure not 
conceded African blood would stain the ground; Must they 
still continue to shed blood? After the capture of Bloemfontein 
there had been a secr~t meeting of the council of war at Pretoria: 
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His Government had then been willing to surrender,but the 
Free State had refused. The two Governments had therefore 
decided to go on with the war. A year later, in the month of 
June, there had been another meeting~ A letter had been sent 
to the Free State. The two Governments had met at Waterval, 
an.d had once more decided to continue the struggle. Later 
on; again, the Government of the South African Republic wrote 
another letter to the Free State; but there had been no oppor­
tunity of meeting until the present occasion, which saw them 
assembled together at Vereenigiilg. Were they again going to 
decide to continue their resistance? It was"a matter for serious 
consideration~ There was but little seed-com left. This must, 
if they had to go on fighting, be preserved from the enemy at 
all costs; were it to be destroyed; the African nation must cease 
to exist. But they could not continn.e the war~ It was the 
Boers now who were teaching the English how to fight against 
us; Boers now were with the enemy's forces, showing them how 
to march by night, and pointing out to them all the foot passes~ 

Commandant Van Niekerk (Kroonstad) pointed out that the 
Colonists had already rendered them valuable' aid; and could still 
do so. Were they now to abandon these colonists, and-think­
ing only about saving themselves-leave them to fight, on alone? 
It would be sad irideed if the burghers were compelled to lay 
down their arms. 

Commandant-General L; Botha said that in regard to the 
holding of a national meeting, he had already chosen delegates 
with power to act. He spoke of the state of affairs at the be­
ginning of the war-the two Republics had then at least sixty 
thousand men under arms. In reference to the Cape Colony, 
he said that it had never been expected that that country would 
allow its railways to be used for the transport of troops. The 
Commandant-General then proceeded as follows:-

.. I used to entertain hopes that the European Powers would 
interfere on our behalf. All that they have done, however,"has 
been to look on wbile England was introducing all sorts of,nevi 
methods of warflle, methods. too, which are contrary to all, 
international lawj 

." When the war' began we had plenty of provisions, and a 
commando could remain for weeks in one spot without the local 
food supply running out~ Our families, too, were then well 
provided for. But all this is now changed. One is only too 
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thankful nowadays to know that our wives are under English 
protection; This question of our womenfolk is one of our 
greatest difficulties. What are we to do with them? One man 
answers that some of the burghers should surrender themselves 
to the English, and take the women with them. But most of the 
women now amongst us are the wives of men already prisoners. 
And how can we expect those not their own kith and kin to be 
willing to give up liberty for their sakes ? 

II As to the deputation, we must remember that it was ac­
credited to all the Powers of Europe. And yet it has only 
been able to hand in its credentials to the Netherlands Govern­
ment. Does not this prove that no other Government is willing 
to receive it? If you need further proof, I refer you to the letter 
in which the deputation-they were still allowed to write to us 
then-said: I There is n1> chance for us in EUrope.' The de­
putation wanted to be allowed to return home, but our Govern­
ment advised them to remain in Europe, because their arrival 
in South Africa would be a death blow to the hopes of many. 
That is why the deputation is still in Europe. Later on they 
said that, although they knew that there was no chance of inter­
vention, yet they felt that they ought to persist in their efforts, 
because of the sacrifices which we had already made. It is 
possible that a war may arise in Europe from which we shall 
gain something, but what right have we to expect such a con­
tingency? Moreover, great nations take but little interest in 
the fate of small ones-indeed, it is to the advantage of the 
former that the small nations should be wiped out of existence. 

II I cannot refrain from alluding to the faithlessness of some 
of our burghers, who are to be found in the ranks of the enemy. 
But this is not the only sign of the way in which affairs are 
trending-I look back on the past. I remember that we have 
been fighting a full year since we last heard of our deputation. 
What have we gained since June, 1901? Nothing. On the 
contrary, we have been going backwards so fast that, if this 
weakening process goes on much longer, we shall soon find our­
selves unable any more to call ourselves a fighting nation. What 
have we not undergone in the course of this year which is just 
over I In the concentration camps alone, twenty thousand 
women and children have died. When I was in Pretoria I 
received reports from our information office, and otherwise, of 
our losses. I found that there were thirty-one thousand six 
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hundred prisoners of war, of whom six hundred had died, and 
that three thousand eight hundred of- our burghers had been 
killed in the war.. Is not a loss such as this, in so short a time as 
two and a half years, a serious matter? Think, too. of the 
sufferings which those twenty thousand women who died in the 
camps must have endured! 

" I am not deaf to the claims of the colonists who have been 
fighting for us. I have said that if we surrender our indepen­
dence, we must provide for them. Should we serve their interests 
by continuing the war? No, indeed! The best thing for them 
would be that we should bring it to a close. But if we are abso­
lutely determined to go on fighting, let us aUeast ;;ay to them, 
'We advise you to desist.' 

"What I am saying now is in substance what I said at Warm­
bad, at a time when there were two thousand men of that.district 
in the Veldt. How many are there now? Four hundred and 
eighty! . On that occasion I also said' that we must continue 
the war until we were driven by sheer starvation to make peace. 
Well, in some divisions starvation has already come. The 
delegates themselves have had to confess that our strength up 
till now has lain in the fact that we have been able to continue 
the struggle in every district. In this way we have divided the 
enemy's forces; But if we are compelled to abandon some of our 
districts, and to concentrate on certain points~ then the English 
also will concentrate, and attack us with an ix:resistible force. 

"It 'has been suggested that we ought to march into Cape 
Colony. I know, however, what that would mean-Commander­
in-Chief de Wet marched into the colonies; He had a large 
force, and the season of the year was auspicious for his attempt, 
and yet he failed. How, then, shall we succeed in winter, and 
with horses so weak that they can only go op-een-stap.l 

"What; then, are we to do? Some will reply, 'Go on with 
the war.' Yes, but for how long? For ten or twelve years? 
But would that be possible? If in two years we have been re­
duced from sixty thousand fighting men to half that number, 
where will our ~y be after another ten years of war ? • It is 
clear enough to me that if we go on any longer, we shall be 
compelled to surrender. Would it not be better to come to some 
agreement with the enemy, while we have the opportunity? 

. I; The step of a. tired horse. 
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We have all received the gift of reason; let us use it on the pre­
sent occasion . 

.. As far as I and my own burghers are concerned, to continue 
the struggle is still possible. But we must not only think of 
ourselves. We must also think of others~ There are, for in­
stance, the widows and orphans. If we accept the terms now 
offered to U!, they will remain under our care. But if we go on 
with the war until we are forced to surrender, who will then 
take care of them? Or if we were all killed. what could we do 
for them? We should not even be able to send a deputation 
to Europe, to ask for money to help us to rebuild our farms, and 
to feed our burghers. . 

.. There are three questions now before us-three alternatives 
between which we have to choose-the continuing of the war, 
unconditional surrender, and the acceptance of the British 
proposal. With regard to the first, I fail to see what satisfactory 
result can come to us from persisting in this unequal contest, 
which must result in the end in our extermination~ As to the 
choice between the other two, in many ways unconditional 
surrender would be the better. But, for the sake of the nation, 
we may not choose it. Although to reject it may involve us 
in many hardships, yet we must think of nothing else but the 
interests of the nation~ Our only course, then, is to accept the 
proposal of the English Government. Its terms may not be 
very advantageous to us, but nevertheless they rescue us from 
an almost impossible position." 

After a short adjournment the delegates again assembled at 
about 2 p.m~ 

General C. H. Muller (Boksburg) said that his burghers had sent 
him to defend their menaced independence. One part of them 
had authorized him to act as his judgment should dictate; 
another part had ordered him to hold out for independence 
and to try to get into communication with the European deputa­
tion. He had long ago told his burghers that they must trust 
in God if they wished to continue the war, for they could not do 
so by relying only on their guns and rifles. He did not like 
to think of what they would say if he were to go back to them 
and tell them that he had not been in communication with the 
deputation, and that the proposal of the English Government 
had been accepted. He could not bring himself to surrender. 
Nevertheless, having in view what the Commandant-General 

494 



APPENDIX C 

and others _had said; he felt that he mus( do so, for it was im­
possible for hinlto prosecute the war single· handed; But could 
not the delegates continue to stand by one another, and make 
a covenant with the Lord? The district which he represented 
was one of the poorest in the whole country; and the £3,000,000 
offered by the enemy did not include any provision for those 
who, like his burghers, could do nothing to help themselves. 
He would again suggest that the delegates should make a vow 
unto the Lord; For himself, he could not vote for the acceptance 
of the British proposal; 

General J. H. Smuts then spoke as follows :-
II Up till now I have taken no part in this discussion, but my 

opinions are not unknown to my Government; we have arrived 
at a dark period both in the history of our war, and in the course 
of our national development; To me it is all the darker because 
I am one of those who, as members of the Government of the 
South African Republic, provoked the war with England; A 
man, however, may not draw back from the consequences of 
his deeds. We must therefore keep back all private feeling, 
and decide solely with a view to the lasting interests of our 
nation. 1'hjs is an important occasion for us-it is perhaps the 
last time that we shall meet as a free people with a free Govern­
ment. Let us then rise to the height of this occasion; let us 
arrive at a decision for which our posterity shall bless, and not 
curse us. 

II The great danger for this meeting is that of deciding the 
questions before it on purely military grounds; Nearly all the 
delegates here are officers who in the past have never quailed 
before the overwhelming forces of the enemy, and who therefore 
are never likely to do so in the future. -They do not know what 
fear is, and they are ready to shed the last drop of their blood 
in the defence of their country~ 

" Now if we look at the matter from their point of view, that js 
to say, if we Ipok at it merely as a military q~estionj I am bound 
to admit that we shall come to the conclusion that the war can 
be continued. lVe are still an unconquered power; we' have 
still about eighteen thousand men in the field-veterans, with 
whom one can accomplish almost anything. From a purely military 
standpoint, our cause is not yet lost, But it is as a nation, and 
not as an army, that we are met here, and it is therefore for the 
nation principally that we must consult; No one sits here to 
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represent this or that commando. One and all, we represent 
the African nation, and not only those members of it which are 
now in the field, but also those who rest beneath the soil. and 
those yet unborn, who shall succeed us~ 

" No I We do not only represent our burghers on commando, 
the troops over which we are placed in command; we represent 
also the'thousands who have passed away, after making the last 
sacrifice for their country; the prisoners scattered all the world 
over; the women and children dying by the thousand in the 
prison camps of the enemy; we represent the· blood and the 
tears of the whole African nation. From the prisons, the camps, 
the graves, the veldt, and from the womb of the future, that 
nation cries out to us to make a wise decision now,. to take no 
step which might lead to the downfall or even to the extermina­
tion of their race, and thus make- all their sacrifices of no avail. 
Our struggle, up to the present, has not been an aimless one. 
We have not been fighting in mere desperation. We began this 
strife and we have continued it, because we wanted to maintain 
our independence and were prepared to sacrifice everything for 
it. But we must not sacrifice the African nation itself upon the 
altar of independence. So soon as we are convinced that our 
chance of maintaining out autonomous position as Republics is, 
humanly speaking, at an end, it becomes our clear duty to desist 
from our efforts. We must not run the risk of sacrificing our 
nation and its future to a mere idea which can no longer be 
realized. 

" And ought we not to be convinced that independence is 
now irretrievably lost? We have .been fighting without cessa­
tion for nearly three years. It is no exaggeration to say that 
during that period we have been employing all the strength and 
all the means which we possess, in the furtherance of our cause. 
We have sacrificed thousands of lives; we have lost all our earthly 
goods; our dear country is become one continuous desert; 
more than twenty thousand of our women and children have 
perished in the camps of the enemy. And has this brought us 
independence? Just the reverse; it is receding further and 
further from us every day. The longer we fight, the greater 
will be the distance between us and the aim for which we are 
fighting. 

" The manner in which the enemy has been conducting, and 
still continues to conduct,. this war, has reduced our country 
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to such a state of exhaustion; that it will soon be a physieal 
impossibility for us to fight any longer~ Our only hope lies in the 
chance of help from outside. A year ago I, in the name of my 
Government, communicated the condition of our nation to His 
Honour States· President Kruger, in Europe. He wrote in reply 
that we must rely on the state of affairs in Cape Colony-and the 
sympathy of European nations-and that we must continue the 
war until all other means were exhausted." 

The speaker here enlarged upon the political developments 
which had taken place in the United States and in the principal 
European countries during the preceding two years, and then 
continued :-

II So far as we are concerned, the sum total. of the foreign 
situation is that we obtain a great deal of sympathy, for which 
we are naturally most grateful. More than this we do not obtain, 
nor shall obtain for many a long year. Europe will go on ex­
pressing sympathy with us until the last Boer hero ha\l died on 
the field and the last Boer woman has gone down to her grave­
until, in fact, the whole Boer nation has been'sacrificed on the 
altar of history and of humanity. 

II I have already, on a former occasion, told you' what I think 
about the situation in Cape Colony. We have- made great 
mistakes there; perhaps even now Cape Colony is not ripe for 
the sort of policy which we have been pursuing with regard to it. 
At all events, we cannot entertain any hopes of a general rising 
of the Colonists. We cannot, however, give too much honour 
to those three thousand heroes in the Colony who have sacrificed 
all in our behalf, even though they have not succeeded in se-
curing our independence for us. . 

II Thus we have given President Kruger's advice a fair trial; 
For twelve months we have been testing the value of the methods 
which he urged upon us. And, as a result of it all, we have be­
come convinced that those methods are of no avail-that if we 
wish to remain independent we must depend upon ourselves 
alone. But the facts which the various delegates have brought 
before our noticE\ l'how that we cannot thus depend upon Dur­
selves; that, unless we obtain outside help, the struggle must 
come to an end. We have, then, no hope of success. Our 
country is already devastated and in ruins j let us stop before 
our people are ruined also . 

.. And now the enemy approaches with a proposal, which, 
4~7 I I, 
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however unacceptable it may be to us in other respects, includes 
the promise of amnesty for our colonial brethren who have been 
fighting side by side with us. I fear that the day will come when 
we shall no longer be able to save these so-called rebels, and then 
it will be a just ground for reproach that we sacrificed their 
interests in a cause that was already hopeless_ Moreover, if we 
refuse the proposal which the British Government now makes 
to us, I am afraid that we shall considerably weaken our position 
in the eyes of the world, and thus lose much of the sympathy 
which to-day it evinces in our favour_ 

.. Brethren, we have vowed to stand fast to the bitter .end; 
but let us be men, and acknowledge that that end has now come, 
and iliat it is more bitter than ever we thought it could be. For 
death itself would be sweet compared with the step which we 
must now take. But let us bow before the will of God. . 

- The future is dark indeed, but we will not give up courage, 
and hope, and trust in God. No one shall ever convince me 
that this unparalleled sacrifice which the African nation has laid 
upon the altar of freedom will be in vain. It has been a war for 
freedom-not only for the freedom of the Boers, but for the 
freedom of all the nations of South Africa. Its results we leave 
in God's hands. Perhaps it is His will to lead our nation through 
defeat, through abasement, yes, and even through the valley of 
the shadow of death, to the glory of a nobler future, to the light of 
a brighter day." 

Commandant A; J. Bester (Bloemfontein) said that at the 
meeting at which he had been elected his burghers had told him 
that they were resolved not to become the subjects of England. 
The arguments now urged against the continuation of the war 
were not new-they had been used in former times of depression~ 
History gave many instances in which their nation had been 
delivered out of the most critical positions. One could not help 
believing that Right would conquer. How was it to be explained 
that two hundred and forty thousand troops had failed to ex­
terminate two small Republics? Then there had been miraculous 
esca'pes; surely the thoughts of these ought to encourage them~ 
They must all be of one mind. His own decision was to stand or 
to fall for his tteedom~ 

Mr. Birkenstock (Vrijheid) asked whether the proposal could 
not be accepted under protest. 

General J. Co Smuts answered that the meeting· could em-
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power the Governments to accept the 'proposal, and to add that 
they did so with such and such proVisos. 

Commandant A.J . Bester (Bloemfontein) thought that there had 
been enough said, and recommended thatthe discussion be closed; 

Commandant J. E. Mentz (Heilbron) also thought that it was 
not necessary to argue any more; He believed that the war 
could not be continued.- In Heilbron, Bloemfontein, and part 
of Bethlehem there were not five head of cattle left. The helpless 
condition of the women and children also demanded considera­
tion. The state of the country was be~oming so desperate that 
they were now obliged to break away from the "kraals. He 
himself had been compelled to do this not long ago, and had lost 
forty men in one day. He would have to leave his district, but 
could not bring it to his heart to leave the women .behind. It 
was quite clear to him that the war must be stopped, for' some 
parts of the Transvaal were absolutely unable to go on fighting; 
Moreover, were the war to continue, commando after commando 
would go over to the enemy; 

General Kemp (Krugersdorp) took a more encouraging view 
of affairs; He would stand or fall with the independence. His 
mandate was to that effect: His conscience also would not 
justify him in taking any other course: He thought that the 
proposal of the English Government was vague, that there was 
not sufficient provision for the Boer losses in it, and that it 
treated the Dutch languagll as a foreign tongue: Circumstances 
had often been dark, and the darkness would pass away this time 
as it had done before: Remembering the commission which had 
been given to him by the burghers, he could not do otherwise 
than vote for a continuation of the war; 

Vice-President Burger; .. I have already given my opinion: 
I am sorry that the meeting seems to be divided: It is necessary 
for the welfare of our nation that we should be of one mind: Are 
we to continue the war? From what I have seen and heard, it 
is clear to me that we. cannot do so: I repeat that there is no 
possibility of it, nt:ither does any real hope exist that by doing so 
we should benefil fhe nation: It is idle to compare our condition 
in the struggle in 1877-1881 with that in which we now. find 
ourselves j I speak from experience: . . 

II It is true that the victory was then ours j that it was so is 
due to the help which we received from outside: TheOrahge 
Free State remained neutral, but assistance came from President· 
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Brand in South Africa and from Gladstone in England: thus it 
was not by our own sword that we were enabled to win; 

II It will be asked why, if we have kept up the struggle for 
two years and a half, can we not still continue to do so ? 

II Because, in the meantime, we have become weaker and 
weiker, and if we persist the end must be fatal. What grounds 
have we for expecting that we may yet be victorious? Each man 
we lose renders us weaker; every hundred men we lose means -
a similar gain to the enem.y. England's numerical strength 
does not diminish; on the contrary, there are even more troops 
in the country at this moment than when Lord Roberts had the 
command. England also has used our own men against us, and 
has not been ashamed of arming the Kaffirs; the enemy are 
learning from our own men in what way they should fight-he 
must be blind indeed who cannot see these facts. 

II I do not think we can appropriately call this altogether a 
• war of faith.' Undoubtedly we began this war strong in the 
faith of God_ but there were also two or three other things to 
rely upon. We had considerable confidence in our own weapons : 
we under·estimated the enemy; the fighting spirit had seized 
upon our people; and the thought of victory had banished that 
of the possibility of defeat. 

II The question still remains, What are we to do? I have no 
great opinion of the document which lies before us: to me it holds 
out no inducement to stop the war. If I feel compelled to treat 
for peace it is not on account of any advantages that this proposal 
offers me: it is the weight of my own responsibility which drives 
me to it~ 

II If I think that .by holding out I should dig the nation's 
grave, nothing must induce me to continue the struggle: 

II Therefore I consider it my duty, as leader of our nation, to 
do my utmost that not one man more shall be killed. that not 
one woman more shall die. 

" The sacrifice must be made; is not this also a trial of our 
faith? What shall we gain by going on? Nothing I It is 
obviGUS that further surrenders will take place-here of a few; 
there of many-and our weakness will ipcrease. 

II We shall also be obliged to abandon large areas of the country. 
Will this make us stronger? Rather, will it not enable the 
enemy to concentrate still more? And the abandoned tracts­
to whom will they belong? To the enemy I 
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" In all probability this is our last meetii'g. I do not believe 
that we shall be given another chance to negotiate: we shall be 
deemed too insignificant. If we reject this proposal, what pro­
spects have we in the future? If we accept it, we can, like a 
child, increase in size and ~trength. but with its rejection goes 
our last opportunity. . 

" Fell a tree and it will sprout again; uproot it and there is 
an end of it. What has the nation done to deserve extinction? 

" Those who wish to continue the war are influenced chiefly 
by hope; but on what is this. hope founded? On· our arms ? 
No. On intervention? By no means. On what then? .No 
one can say. 

"I am sorry that the Transvaal and the Orange Free State 
are at variance on this point, and I regret that it is the Transvaal 
which has to declare itself unable to proceed further; but the' 
enemy have concentrated all their forces in this State, and we 
can hold out no longer." 

Mr. L. J acobsz: "I have hitherto not spoken, because I am a 
non·combatant. I have also suffered much, although less than 
others; I have listened to what has been said, but my opinion 
is not changed by the views I have heard expressed. -

"I repeat now what I said at Klerksdorp, namely that the 
struggle cannot continue. I have noted the condition of the 
country; which is· such that the commandos can no longer be 
supported. I would point out the condition of the women and 
children, of whom many are dying, and all are exposed 'to great 
dangers. If there was a chance of succeeding in the end, then 
we might hold out, but there is no such chance; there is no 
possibility of intervention, and the silence of the deputation is 
ominous; 

"I sympathize with the heroes present at this meeting; we 
must have a: foundation for our faith, and we cannot altogether 
compare our people with the people of Israel. Israel had pro­
mises made to them; we have none. I would further point out 
that, in the interests of the nation, it will not do to surrender 
unconditionallY'i the terms before us may be deceptiv~ but 
they are the best obtainable; 

" With regard to the difficulty of those delegates who consider 
that they are bound to act as they have been commissioned, I am 
of the same opinion as Judge Hertzog and General Smuts." 

Commandant J; J; Alberts (Standerton) spoke more or less 
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in the same strain:·He was of opinion that the war should be 
finished by ceding territory, but, failing this, that it should be 
ended on any tenns obtainable~ 

Vice-President de Wet expressed his opinion that, considering 
the short time at their disposal, they should proceed, if possible, 
to make some proposal. 

General D. A. Brand said that he woufd have spoken if he 
had not thought that enough had been said; he considered it 
desirable to close the discussion, and was willing to make a pro­
posal. 

Veldtcomet D. J. E. Oppennan (Pretoria South) considered 
that the difficulties of continuing the war, and of accepting the 
proposal; were equal. Some of his burghers would fight no 
longer. What troubled him most was the condition of the 
women; it went to his heart to see these families perish. He 
was of opinion that, for the sake of the women and children who 
were suffering so intensely, the proposal should be accepted under 
protest; 

Veldtcomet J. van Steedden, seconded by Veldtcomet B. J. 
Roos, moved that the discussion be now closed. 

The meeting was adjourned after prayell 

SATURDAY, MAY 31ST, I902~ 

The meeting was opened with prayer; 
General Nieuwoudt, seconded by General Brand, made the 

following proposal :-
"This meeting of special deputies from the two Republics, 

after considering the proposal of His Majesty's Government for 
the re-establishment of peace, and taking into consideration 
(a) the demands of the burghers in the veldt and the commissions 
which they had given to their representatives; (b) that they do 
not consider themselves justified in concluding peace on the 
basis laid down by His Majesty's Government before having 
been placed in communication with the delegates of the Re­
publie now in Europe, decides that it cannot accept the proposal 
of His Majesty's Governments, and orders the Government of the 
two Republics to communicate this decision to His Majesty's 
Government through its representatives." 

Mr. P. R. Viljoen, seconded by General H. A; Alberts, made 
a proposal, amended afterwards by General Smuts and Judge 
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Hertzog, which appears later· 0: ::~e-,proPOSal of H. -p~ 
J. Pretorius and C. Botha. "-

A third proposal by Gerteral K Botha and 'Gen~al J. C; 
Celliers was laid upon the table, but subsequently withdrawn; . 

Mr. J~ W. Reitz considered it .to be his duty not only to the 
nation but also to himself as a citizen, to say that, in case the 
proposal of the British Government should be accepted, itW(Hld 
be necessary for the meeting' to make provisions as. to . whose. 
signatures should be attached to the necessary,' documents. He 
himself would not sign any document by which the independence 
would be given up. 

Remarks were made~by several members on The first proposal, 
and Mr. P. R. Viljoen asked that no division shoQld arise. 

Vice-President de Wet.then said that, as the time was limited, 
and all could not speak,· he would propose that a, Cormnission 
should be nominated in order. t~ draw .upa third proposal in 
which various opinions of the members should be set down; . and 
that, whilst the Commission was occupied in this way, the Orange 
Free State delegates on their part and. those of the South African 
Repllblic on their part, should meet in order that an understand­
ing might be come to between them. They must endeavour. to 
come to a decision, for it would be of the great~t possible ad­
vantage to them~ 

Commandant-General Botha thought. that this hint should be 
taken. They had suffered .and fought together: let them not 
part in anger. . 

The above-mentioned Commission was then decided upon, and 
Judge Hertzog and General Smuts were elected. 

Then the.orange Free State delegates went to the tent of 
Vice-President de Wet, whilst those of the South African Re­
public remained in the tent in which the meeting was h~d. 

After a time of heated dispute-:-for every man was preparing 
himself for the bitter end-they came to an agreement, and Judge 
Hertzog read the following proposal ~ . . 

"We, the natiorial representatives of botbthe South African 
Republic and ~ Orange Free State,. at the meeting h61d at' 
Vereeniging, from the 15th of May till the 31st of May, 1902, ha~e 
with grief considered the proposal made by His Majesty's Govern. 
ment in connexion with the conclusion of the existing hostilities; 
and their communication that this proposal had to be accepted; 
or rejected,· unaltered. We are sorry that His Majesty~s 
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Governmentbas al}.sofu;ely declined to negotiate with the Govern­
ment of the R~p1iblics on the basis of their independence, or to 
allow our,.G6vemment to enter into communication with our 
deputatibn. Our people, however, have always been under the 
impre'sion that not only on the grounds of justice, but also 
taking into consideration the great material and personal sacri­
fiCE'~ made for their independence. that it had a well-founded 

,claim for that independence . 
.. We have seriously considered the future of our country, and 

have specially observed the following facts :-
.. Firstly, that the military policy pursued by the British 

military authorities has led to the general devastation of the 
territory of both Republics by the burning down of, farms and 
towns, by the destruction of all means of existence; and by the 
exhausting of all resources required for the maintenance of our 
families. the existence of our armies, and the continuation of 
the war . 

.. Secondly, that the placing of our families in the concentra­
tion camps has brought on an unheard-of condition of suffering 
and sickness, so that in a comparatively short time about twenty 
thousand of our beloved ones have died there, and that the 
horrid probability has arisen that, by continuing the war, our 
whole nation may die out in this way • 

.. Thirdly, that the Kaffir tribe, within and without the fron­
tiers of the territory of the two Republics, are mostly armed and 
are taking part in the war against us, and through the committing 
of murders and all sorts of cruelties have caused an unbearable 
condition of affairs in many districts of both Republics. An 
instance of this happened not long ago in the district of Vrijheid, 
where fifty-six burghers on one occasion were murdered and 
mutilated in a fearful manner . 

.. Fourthly, that by the proclamations of the enemy the 
burghers still fighting are threatened with the loss of all their_ 
movable and landed property-and thus with utter ruin­
which proclamations have already been enforced. 

.. Rfthly, that it has already, through the circumstances of 
the war, become quite impossible for us to keep the many thou­
sand prisoners of war taken by our forces, and that we have thus 
been unable to inflict much damage on the British forces (whereas 
the burghers who are taken prisoners by the British armies are 
sent out of the country), and that, after war has raged for nearly 
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three years, there only remains an insignificant part of the fight­
ing forces with which we began. 

"Sixthly, that this fighting remainder; which is only a smaIl 
minority of our whole nation, has to fight against an overpowering 
farce of the enemy, and besides is reduced to a condition of star­
vation. and is destitute of all necessaries, and that notwith­
standing our utmost efforts, and the sacrifice of everything that 
is dear and precious to us, we cannot foresee an eventual victory. 

"We are therefore of opinion that there is no justifiable ground 
for expecting that by continuing the war the nation will retain 
its independence, and that, under these circumstances, the 
nation is not justified in continuing the war, because this can 
only lead to social and material min, not for us alone, but also 
for our posterity. Compelled by the above-rfamed circumstances 
and motives, we commission both Governments to accept the 
proposal of His Majesty's Government, and to sign it in the name 
of the people of both Republics. 

" We, the representative delegates, express our confidence that 
the present circumstances will, by accepting the proposal of His 
Majesty's Government, be speedily ameliorated in s~ch a way that 
our nation will be placed in a position to enjoy the privileges to 
which they think they have a just claim, on the ground not only 
'of their past sacrifices, but also of those made in this war. 

" We have with great satisfaction taken note of the decision of 
His Majesty's Government to grant a large measure of amnesty 
to the British subjects who have taken up arms on our behalf, 
and to whom we are united by bonds of love and honour; and 
express our wish that it may please His Majesty to still further 
extend this amnesty." 

Mr. P. R. Viljoen then withdrew his proposal; 
Commandant H. P. J. Pretorius, seconded by General C. 

Botha, presented the proposal, as read by the Commission. 
General Nieuwoudt also withdrew his proposal, but it was at 

once taken over by General C. C. J. Badenhorst, seconded by 
Commandant A. Aester, of Bloemfontein; 

The meeting tlien adjourned till the afternoon; 

In the afternoon at 2.5. it again met; 
Proceeding to the voting, the proposal of H. P. J; Pretorius, 

seconded by General C. Botha, was accepted, by fifty-four votes 
against six; Then Vice-President Burger spoke a few words 
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suitable to the occasion as follows;- "We are standing here at 
the grave of the two Republics. Much yet remains to be done, 
although we shall not be able to do it in the official capacities 
which we have formerly occupied; Let us not draw our hands 
back from the work which it is our duty to accomplish: Let us 
ask God to guide us, and to show us how we shall be enabled to 
keep our nation together. We must be ready to forgive and for­
get, whenever we meet our brethren. That part of our nation 
which has proved, unfaithful we must not reject." 

Later, Vice·President Burger spoke a few words of farewell to 
the Commandant-General, to the Members of the Executive 
Councils, and to the delegates; 

In the afternoon, as it tumed out for the last time, Command­
ant J acobsz, seconaed by General Muller, made the following 
proposal, which was unanimously accepted by the meeting ;-

" This meeting of Delegates, having in view the necessity of 
collecting means to provide for the wants of the suffering women 
and children, widows and orphans, and other destitute persons, 
who have through this war come to a condition of want, and also 
having in view the desirability of nominating a Committee, 
whose duty it shall be to arrange the necessary steps in this 
matter, and to finally decide on the management and distri­
bution of the donations received, decides ;-

!' To nominate the Hon. Messrs. M. J. Steyn, S. W. Burger, 
L. Botha, C. R. de Wet, J. H. De la Rey, A. P. Kriel, and J. D. 
Kestell, as the Committee, to carry out all arrangements for the 
above-mentioned purposes, that may seem desirable and expedi­
ent to them, and also to appoint new Members, Sub·Committees 
and working Committees; and the said Committee is empowered 
to draw up regulations, and to amend them from time to time as 
shall seem to them expedient; 

" This meeting further decides to send abroad from the above· 
mentioned Committee, Messrs. C. R. de Wet, L. Botha, and J. 
H. De la Rey, in order that they may help in collecting the 
above·mentioned donations." 

TMn this-the last meeting of the two Republics-was closed 
with prayer. 
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