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PREFATORY NOTE 

This volume contains the letters received from England during the period 
1743-1744 as contained in the 48th volume of the series" Despatches from 
England." 

2. The years expressed are in the old civil style and their conversion into 
corresponding historical years can be effected by the adoption of the following 
formula enunciated by Mr. Arthur T. Pringle in his notes on page 198 of the 
Diary and Consultation Book for 1685, viz.-

"(1) When any day from 1st January to 24th March (inclusive) is 
followed by figures denoting a single year, add one to them. 

Example, 25th February 1690=25th February 1691. 

(2) When any day from 25th March to 31st December (inclusive) is 
followed by figures denoting a single year, make no alteration. 

Example, 25th June 1690=25th June 1690. 

(3) When any day in the year is followed by figures denoting two 
years, adopt the second of these two. 

Examples, 25th February 1690-91=25th February 1691, 
25th June 1690-91=25th June 1691." 

3. The original volume has been mended and is in a fair state of preser­
vation. 

EGMORE, 

19th August 1932. 
P. MACQUEEN, 

Ourator , Madras Reoord Office. 
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