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PREFACE TO THE FlBST EDITIO~ 

As the introductory chapter of this work contains such 
explanatioll8 as seem needed of its scope and plan, the 
Author bas little to do in this place except express his 
thanks to the numerous friends who have helped him with 

JacbJ, opinions, and criticisms, or by the gift of books or 
pamphlebJ. Among these he is especially indebted to 
the Hon. Thomas M. Cooley, now Chairman of the Inter
State Commerce Commission in Washington; Mr. James B. 
Thayer of the Harvard Law School, Cambridge, Mass.; Hon. 
Seth Low, formerly Mayor of Brooklyn; Mr. E. L. Godkin 
of New York; Mr. Theodore Roosevelt of New York; Mr. 
G. Bradford of Cambridge, Mass.; and Mr. Theodore Bacon 
of Rochester, N.Y.; by one or other of whom the greater 
part of the proofs of these volumes have been read. He 
bas also received valuable aid from Mr. Justice Holmes 
of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts; Mr. Theodore 
Dwight, late Librarian of the State Department at Wash
ington; Mr. H. Villard of New York; Dr. Albert Shaw 
of Minneapolis; Mr. Jesse Macy of Grinnell, la.; Mr. 
Simeon Baldwin and Dr. George P. Fisher of New Haven, 
Conn.; Mr. Henry C. Lea of Philadelphia; Col. T. W. 
Higginson of Cambridge, Mass.; Mr. Bernard Moses of 
Berkeley, Cal.; Mr. A. B. Houghton of Corning, N.Y.; 
·Mr. John Hay of Washington; Mr. Henry Hitchcock of 
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viii PREFACE 

St. Louis, Mo.; President James B. Angell of Ann Arbor, 
Mich.; Hon. Andrew D. White of Syracuse, N.Y.; Mr. 
Frank J. Goodnow and :Mr. Edward P. Clark of New 
York; Dr. Atherton of the State College, Pennsylvania; 
and the authorities of the U.S. Bureau of Education. No 
one of these gentlemen is, however, responsible for any of 
the facts stated or views expressed in the book. 

The Author is further indebted to Mr. Low for a chapter 
written· by him, which contains matter of much interest 
relating to municipal government and politics. 

He gladly takes this opportunity of thanking for their 
aid and counsel four English friends: Mr. Henry Sidg
wick, who has read most of the proofs with great care and 
made valuable suggestions upon them; the Rev. Stopford 
A. Brooke, whose literary criticisms have been very help
ful; Mr. Albert V. Dicey, and:Mr. W. Robertson Smith. 

He is aware that, notwithstanding the assistance rendered 
by friends in America, he must have fallen into not a few 
errors, and without asking to be excused for these, he 
desires to plead in extenuation that the book has been 
written under the constant pressure of public duties as 
well as of other private work, and that the difficulty of 
obtaining in Europe correct information regarding the 
constitutions and laws of American States and the rules 
of party organizations is very great. 

When the book was begun, it was intended to contain a 
study of the more salient social and intellectual phenomena 
of contemporary America, together with descriptions of 
the scenery and aspects of nature and human nature in 
the West, all of whose States and Territories the Author 
has visited. But as the work advanced, he found that to 
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PREFACE 

carry out this plan it would be necessary either unduly to 
curtail the account of· the government and politics of the 
United States, or else to extend the book to a still greater 
length than that which, much to his regret, it has now 
reached. He therefore reluctantly abandoned the hope of 
describing in these volumes the scenery and life of the 
West. As regards the non-political topics which were to 
have been dealt with, he has selected for discussion in the 
concluding chapters· those of them which either were 
comparatively unfamiliar to European readers, or seemed 
specially calculated to throw light on the political life of 
the country, and to complete the picture which he has 
sought to draw of the American Commonwealth as a whole. 

October 22, 1888. 



PREFACE TO THE THIRO EDITION. 

Tills edition has been carefully revised throughout: all 
difficult and controverted points have been reconsidered, 
the Constitutional changes in the States since 1889 have 
been (so far as possible) noted, and the figures of popula
tion have been corrected by the census returns of 189(l, 
those relating to ed~cation by the latest available Report 
of the Bureau of Education. 

While some few chapters have been slightly abridged, 
large additions have been made to others, especially in 
Parts III. and V. In particular, four new chapters have 
been written and inserted in Part V., chapters which 
belonged to the original plan of the book, but which it 
was found impossible to insert in the first edition. Con
siderations of space have compelled the omission of 
other chapters which the author has at various times 
sketched out. 

While endeavouring to watch the course of current 
history in the United States, and to profit by the light 
which it throws on the institutions and political habits 
of the country, the author has thought it undesirable to 
make frequent references thereto, not merely because he 
might thus be led into the field of party controversy, but 
still more because the relative magnitude and true import 
of events is seldom discoverable until there has been 
time for them to fall, so to speak, into their due per
spective. He may perhaps be permitted to add that 

x 
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though many things have happened since October, 1888, 
none of them has seemed to him to require an alteration 
in the substance, though he has occasionally modified the 
form and expression, of the views stated in the first edi
tion of the book. 

The author gladly takes this opportunity of thanking 
those in America, many of them previously unknown to 
him, who have sent him letters calling attention to state
ments which they consider questionable. He has also 
to acknowledge help received not only from some of 
those mentioned in the former preface, but from many 
others also, especially from President Eliot of Harvard 
llniversity, Senator H. C. Lodge, Representatives W. L. 
Wilson and .. w. C. Breckinridge, Professors Anson D. 
Morse, J. B. McMaster, A. B. Hart, E. R. A. Seligman, 
J. W. Jenks, and E. J. James, Messrs. Alfred Russell, 
Charles F. Adams, Amasa M. Eaton, T. N. Brown, 
J. B. Bishop, F. J. Stimson, L. N. Dembitz, R. H. 
Dana, W. P. Garrison, R. P. Porter, E. J. McDermott, 
V. M. Francis, Judge Elliot, Professor Dunbar and Mr. 
Closson of Harvard University, Messrs. Hilary A. Herbert, 
Charles Reemelin, and Herbert Welsh, Dr. Washington 
Gladden, and the Secretaries of State of the six new States, 
as well as from Mr. J. G. Bourinot of Ottawa, Canada. 

Nor can he let pass this opportunity of expressing his 
hearty gratitude for the kindness with which his efforts to . 
set forth the political and social phenomena of the United 
States have been received in that country. The expres
sions of approval he has received from a great number of 
persons in various parts of the United States have far 
more than repaid him for the labour of preparing the book, 
and for the scarcely less severe labour of revising it under 
the increased pressure of public duties in his own country. 

October 2211d, 1804. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTORY 

"W BAT do you think of our institutions?" is the question 
addressed to the European traveller in the United States by 
every chance acquaintance. The traveller finds the question 
natural, for if he be an observant man his own mind is full of 
t~se institutions. But he asks himself why it should De in 
America only that he is so interrogated.. In England one does 
not inquire from foreigners, nor even from Americans, their 
views on the English laws and government; nor does thv 
Englishman on the Continent find Frenchmen or Germans OJ 

Italians anxious to have his judgment on their politics. Pres
ently the reason of the difference appears. The institutions 
of the United States are deemed by inhabitants and admitted 
by strangers to be a matter of more general interest than those 
of the not less famous nations of the Old World.. They are, or 
are supposed to be, institutions of a new type. They form, or 
are supposed to form, a symmetrical whole, capable of being 
studied and judged all together more profitably than the less 
perfectly harmonized institutions of older countries. They 
represent an experiment in the rule of the multitude, tried on 
a scale unprecedentedly vast, and the results of which every one 
is concerned to watch. And yet they are something more than 
an experiment, for they are believed to disclose and display 
the type of institutions towards which, as by a law of fate, 
the rest of civilized mankind are forced to move, some with 
swifter, others with slower, but all with unresting feet. 

When our traveller returns home he is again interrogated 
by the more intelligently curious of his friends. But what 
now strikes him is the inaptness of their questions. Thought
ful Europeans have begun to realize, whether with satisfaction 
or regret, the enormous and daily-increasing influence of the 

VOL. J • • B 1 



2 THE UNITEL STATES CIUP. 

U Ilited States, and the splendour of the part reserved for them 
in the development of civilization. Bllt such,.pJ.en, unless they 
have themselves crossed the Atlantic, have sera.om either exact 
or correct ideas regarding the phenomena of the New World. 
The social and political experiments of America constantly 
cited in Europe both as patterns and as warnings are hardly 
ever cited with due knowledge of the facts, much less with 
comprehension of what they teach; and where premises are 
misunderstood inferences must be nnsound. 

It is such a feeling as this, a sense of the immense curiosity 
of Europe regarding the social and political life of America, 
and of the incomparable significance of American experience, 
that has led and will lead so many travellers to record their 
impressions of the Land._ of the Future. Yet the very abun
dance of descriptions in existellce seems to require the aut}lor 
of another to justify himself for adding it to the list. 

I. might plead that America changes so fast that every few 
years a new crop of books is needed to describe the new face 
which things have put on, the new problems that have appeared, 
the new ideas germinating among her people, the new and 
unexpected developments for evil as well as for good of which 
her established institutions have been found capable. I might 
observe that a new generation grows up every few years in 
Europe, which does not read. the older books, because they are 
old, but may desire to read a new one. And if a further reason 
is asked for, let it be found in this, that during the last fifty 
years no author has proposed to himself the aim of portraying 
the whole political system of the country in its practice as well 
as its theory, of explaining not only the Natiopal Government 
but the State Governments, not only the Constitution but the 
party system, not only the party s,'stem but the ideas, temper, 
habits of the sovereign people. Much that is valuable has 
been written on particular parts or aspects of the subject, but 
no one seems to have tried to deal with it as a whole; not to 
add that some of the ablest writers have been either advocates, 
often professed advocates, or detractors of democracy. 

To present such a general view of the United States both as 
a Government and as a Nation is the aim of the present book. 
But in seeking to be comprehensive it does not attempt to be 
exhaustive. The etIort to cover the whole ground with equal 
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minuteness, which a penetrating critic-the late Karl Hille
brand - remarked upon as a characteristic fault of English 
writers, is to be avoided not merely because it wearies a reader, 
but because it leads the writer to des!)ant as fully upon mat
ters he knows imperfectly as upon those which his own tastes 
and knowledge qualify him to deal with. I shall endeavour 
to omit nothing which seems needed to make the political life 
and the national character and tendencies of the Americans 
intelligible to Europeans, and with this view shall touch upon 
some topics only distantly connected with government or poli
tics. But there are also many topics, perhaps no more remote 
from the main subject, which I shall pass lightly over, either 
hecausll they have been sufficiently handled by previous writ
ers, or because I have no such minute acquaintance with them 
as would make my observations profitable. For instance; the 
co~on-school system of the United States has been so fre
quently and fully described in many easily accessible books 
that an account of it will not be expected from me. But 
American universities have been generally nl'glected by Euro
pean observers, and may therefore properly claim some pages. 
The statistics of manufactures, agriculture, and commerce, the 
systems of railway finance and railway management, are full 
of interest, but they would need so much space to be properly 
set forth and commented on that it would be impossible to 
bring them within the present volumes, even had I the special 
skill and knowledge needed to distil from rows of figures the 
refined spirit of instruction. Moreover, although an account of 
these facts might be made to illustrate the features of Amer
ican civilization, it is not necessary to a comprehension of 
American character. Observations on the state of literature 
and religion are necessary, and I have therefore endeavoured 
to convey some idea of the literary tastes and the religious 
habits of the people, and of the part which these play in form
ing and colouring the whole life of the country. 

The book which it might seem natural for me to take as a 
model is the Democracy in America of Alexis de Tocqueville. 
It would indeed, apart from the danger of provoking a com
parison with such an admirable master of style, have been an 
interesting and useful task to tread in his steps, and seek to 
do for the United States of 1888, with their sixty millions of 
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people, what he did for the fifteen millions of 1832. But what 
I have actually tried to accomplish is something different, for I 
have conceived the subject upon quite other lines. !.fo Tocque
ville America was primarily a democracy, the ideal democracy, 
fraught with lessons for Europe, and above all for his own 
France. What he has given us is not so much a description of 
the country and people as a treatise, full of fine observation and 
91evated thinking, upon democracy, a treatise whose conclusions 
are illustrated from America, but are founded, not so much on 
an analysis of American phenomena, as on general and some
what speculative views of democracy which the circumstances 
of France had suggested. Democratic government seems to 
me, with all deference to his high authority, a cause not so 
potent in the moral and social sphere as he deemed it; and 
my object has been less to discuss its merits than to paint t.he 
institutions and people of America as they are, tracing what is 
peculiar in them not merely to the rovereignty of the masses, 
but also to the history and traditions of the race, to its funda
mental ideas, to its material environment. I have striven to 
avoid tbe temptations of the deductive method, and to present 
simply the facts of the case, arranging and connecting them as 
hest I can, but letting them speak for themselves rather than 
pressing upon the reader my own conclusions. The longer any 
one studies a vast subject, the more cautious in inference does 
he become. When I first visited America eighteen years ago, 
I brought home a swarm of bold generalizations. Half of them 
were thrown overboard after a second visit in 1881. Of the 
half that remained, some were dropped into the Atlantic when 
I returned across it after a third visit in 1883-84: and although 
the two later journeys gave birth to some new views, these 
views are fewer and more discreetly cautious than their de
parted sisters of 1870. I can honestly say that I shall be bet
ter pleased if readers of a philosophic turn find in this book 
matter on which they feel they can safely build theories for 
themselves, than if they take from it theories ready made. 

To have dealt with the subject historically would have been 
profitable as well as pleasant, for the nature of institutions is 
best understood when their growth has been traced and illus
trations adduced of their actual working. If I have made only 
a sparing use of this method, it has been from no want of love 
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for it, but because a. historical treatment would have seldom 
been compatible with my chief aim, that of presenting, within 
reasonable compass, a full and clear view of the facts of to
day. American history, of which Europeans know scarcely 
anything, may be wanting in colour and romance when com
pared with the annals of the great states 6f the Old World; 
but it is eminently rich in political instruction. I hope that 
my American readers, who, if I am not mistaken, know the 
history of their country better. than the English know that of 
England, will not suppose that I have ignored this instruction, 
but will allow for the omissions rendered necessary by the 
magnitUde of the subject which I am trying to compress into 
two volumes. Similar reasons compel me to deal succinctly 
with the legal aspects of the Constitution; but the lay reader 
may pOllsibly deem this brevity a merit. 

Even when 1imited by the exclusion of history and law, the 
subject remains so vast and complex as to make needful some 
explanation of the conception I have formed of it, and of the 
plan upon whioh the book has been constructed. 

There are three main things that one wishes to know about 
a national commonwealth, viz. its framework and constitutional 
machinery, the methods by which it is worked, the forces which 
move it and direct its course. It is natural to begin with the 
first of these. Accordingly, I begin with the government; and 
as the powers of government are two-fold, being vested partly 
in the National or Federal authorities and partly in the States, 
I begin with the National government, whose structure presents 
less difficulty to European minds, because it resembles the 
national government in each of their own countries. Part I. 
therefore contains an account of the several Federal authorities, 
the President, Congress, the Courts of Law. It describes the 
relations of the National or central power to the several States. 
It discusses the nature of the Constitution as a fundamental 
sup!eme law, and shows how this stahle and rigid instrument 
has been in a few points expressly, in many others tacitly and 
half-unconsciously modified. 

Part II. deals similarly with the State Governments, exam
ining the constitutions that have established them, the authori
ties which administer them, the practical working of their 
legislative bodies. And as local government is a matter of 
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State regulation, there is also given some account of the sys
tems of rural and city government which have been created in 
the various States, and which have, rural government for its 
merits and city government for its faults, become the theme 
of copious discussion among students of American institu
tions. 

(Part III.) The whole machinery, both of national and of 
State governments, is worked by the political parties.. Parties 
have been organized far more elaborately in the United States 
than anywhere else in the world, and have passed more com
pletely under the control of a professional class. The party 
organizations in fact form a second body of political machinery, 
existing side by side with that of the legally constituted govern
ment, and scarcely less complicated. Politics, considered not 
as the science of government, but as the art of winning electigns 
and securing office, has reached in the United States a >develop
ment surpassing in elaborateness that of Britain or France as 
much as the methods of those countries surpass the methods of 
Servia or Roumania. Part III. contains a sketch of this party 
system, and of the men who "run" it, topics which deserve and 
would repay a fuller examination than they have yet received 
even in America, or than my limits permit me to bestow. 

(Part IV.) The parties, however, are not the ultimate force 
in the conduct of affairs. Behind and above them stands the 
people. Public opinion, that is the mind and conscience of the 
whole nation, is the opinion of persons who are included in 
the parties, for the parties taken together are the nation j and 
the parties, each claiming to be its true exponent, seek to use it 
for their purposes. Yet it stands above the parties, being cooler 
and larger minded than they are j it awes party leaders and 
holds in check party organizations. Noone openly ventures 
to resist it. It determines the direction and the character of . 
national policy. It is the product of a greater number of 
minds than in any other country, and it is more indisputably 
sovereign. It is the central point of the whole American 
polity. To describe it, that is, to sketch the leading political 
ideas, habits, and tendencies of the American people, and show 
how they express themselves in action, is the most difficult and 
also the most vital part of my task j and to this task the twelve 
chapters of Part IV. are devoted. 
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(Part V.) .As m.; descriptions given and propositions ad
vanced in treating of the party system and of public opinion 
are necessarily general, they seem to need illustration by 
instances drawn from recent American history. I collect some 
such instances in Part V., and place there a discussion of several 
political questions which lie outside party politics, together 
with some chapters in which the attempt is made to estimate 
the strength and weakness of democratic government as it 
exists in the United States, and to compare the phenomena 
which it actually shows with those which European specula
tion has attributed to democracy in general. 

(Part VI.) .At this point the properly political sections of 
the book end. But there are certain non-political institutions, 
certain aspects of society, certain intellectual or spiritual forces, 
which count for so much in the total life of the country, in the 
fbtal impression which it makes and the hopes for the future 
which it raises, that they cannot be left unnoticed. These, or 
rather such of them as are of most general interest, and have 
been least understood in Europe, will be found briefly treated 
in Part VI. In the view which I take of them, they are all 
germane, though not all equally germane, to the main subject of 
the book, which is the character, temper, and tendencies of the 
American nation as they are expressed, primarily in political 
and social institutions, secondarily in literature and manners. 

This plan involves some repetition. But an author who finds 
himself obliged to choose betwee~ repetition and obscurity 
ought not to doubt as to his choice. Whenever it has been 
necessary to trace a phenomenon to its source, or to explain the 
connection between several phenomena., I have not hesitated, 
knowing that one must not expect a reader to carry in his mind 
all that has been told already, to re-6~te a material fact, or re
enforce a view which gives to the facts what I conceive to be 
their true significance. 

It may be thought that a subject of this great compass ought, 
if undertaken at all, to be undertaken by a native American. 
No native American has, however, undertaken it. Such a 
writer would doubtless have many advantages over a stranger. 
Yet there are two advantages which a stranger, or at least a 
stranger who is also an Englishman, with some practical know
ledge of English politics and English law, may hope to secure. 
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He is struck by certain things which a native does not think 
of explaining, because they are too obvious; and whose influ
ence on politics or society, one to whom they seem part of the 
order of nature forgets to estimate. And the stranger finds it 
easier to maintain a position of detachIiJ.ent, detachIiJ.ent not 
only from party prejudice, but from those prepossessions in 
favour of persons, groups, constitutional dogmas, national pre
tensions, which a citizen can scarcely escape except by falling 
into that attitude of impartial cynicism which sours and per-· 
verts the historical mind as much as prejudice itself. He who 
regards a wide landscape from a distant height sees its details 
imperfectly, and must unfold his map in order to make out 
where each village lies, and how the roads run from point to 
point. But he catches the true perspective of things better 
than if he were standing among them. The great features of 
the landscape, the valleys, slopes, and mountains, appear itt 
their relative proportion: he can estimate the height of the 
peaks and the breadth of the plains. So one who writes of a 
country not his own may turn his want of familiarity with 
details to good account if he fixes his mind strenuously on the 
main characteristics of the people and their institutions, while 
not forgetting to fill up gaps in his knowledge by frequent 
reference to native authorities. My own plan has been first to 
write down what struck me as the salient and dominant facts, 
and then to test, by consulting American friends and by a fur
ther study of American bo9kS, the views which I had reached. 

To be non-partisan, as I trust to have been, in describing 
the politics of the United States, is not difficult fora European, 
especially if he has the gOod fo~e to have intimate friends in 
both the great American parties. To feel and show no bias in 
those graver and more sharply accentuated issues which divide 
men in Europe, the issues between absolutism, oligarchy, and 
democracy; between strongly unified governments and the 
policy of decentralization, this is a harder task, yet a not less 
imperative duty. This much I can say, that no fact has been 
either stated or suppressed, and no opinion put forward, with 
the purpose of serving any English party-doctrine or party-pol
icy, or in any way furnishing arguments for use in any English 
controversy. The admirers and the censors of popular govern
ment are equally likely to find in the present treatise materials 
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suited to their wishes; ·and in many cases, if I may judge from 
what has befallen some of my predecessors, they will draw from 
these materials conclusions never intended by the author. 

Few things are more difficult than to use aright arguments 
founded on the political experience of other countries. As the 
chief practical use of history is to deliver us from plausible 
historical analogies, so a comprehension of the institutions of 
other nations enables us to expose sometimes the ill-grounded 
hopes, sometimes the empty fears; which loose reports about those 
nations generate. Direct inferences from the success or failure 
of a particular constitutional arrangement or political usage in 
another country are rarely sound, because the conditions differ 
in so many respects that there can be no certainty that what 
flourishes or languishes under other skies and in another soil 
Viilllikewise flourish or languish in our own. Many an Ameri. 
can institution would bear different fruit if transplanted to 
England, as there is hardly an English institution which has 
not undergone, like the plants and animals of the Old W orId, 
some change in America. The examination and appraisement 
of the institutions of the United States is no doubt full· of 
instruction for Europe, full of encouragement, full of warning; 
but its chief value lies in what may be called the laws of politi
cal biology which it reveals, in the new illustrations and en
forcements it supplies of general truths in social and political 
science, truths some of which were perceived long ago by Plato 
and Aristotle, but might have been forgotten had not America 
poured a stream of new light upon them. Now and then we 
may directly claim transatlantic experience as accrediting or 
discrediting some specific constitutional device or the policy of 
some enactment. But even in these cases he who desires to 
rely on the results shown in America must first satisfy himself 
that there is such a parity of conditions and surroundings in 
respect to the particular matter as justifies him in reasoning 
directly from ascertained results there to probable results in 
his own country. 

It is possible that these pages, or at least those of them 
which describe the party system, may produce on European 
readers an impression which I neither intend nor desire. They 
may set before him a picture with fewer lights and deeper 
shadows than I have wished it to contain. Twenty years ago 
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I travelled in Iceland with two friends. . We crossed the great 
Desert by a seldom trodden track, encountering, during two 
months of late autumn, rains, tempests, snow-storms, and other 
hardships too numerous to recount. But the scenery was so 
grand and solemn, the life so novel, the character of the people 
so attractive, the historic and poetic traditions so inspiring, that 
we returned full of delight with the marvellous isle. When 
we expressed this enchantment to our English friends, we were 
questioned about the conditions of travel, and forced to admit 
that we had been frozen and starved, that we had sought sleep 
in swamps or on rocks, that the Icelanders lived in huts scat
tered through a wilderness, with none of the luxuries anq. few 
even of the comforts of. life. Our friends passed over the 
record of impressions to dwell on the record of physical experi
ences, and conceived a notion of the island totally diiIerellt 
from that which we had meant to convey. We perceived too 
late how much easier it is to state tangible facts than to com
municate impressions. If I may attempt to apply the analogy 
to the United States and their people, I will say that they 
make on the visitor an impression so strong, so deep, so fasci
nating, so inwoven with a hundred threads of imagination and 
emotion, that he cannot hope to reproduce it in words, and to 
pass it on undiluted to other minds. With the broad facts of 
politics it is otherwise. These a traveller can easily set forth, 
and is bound in honesty to set forth, knowing that in doing so 
he must state much that is sordid, much that will provoke 
unfavourable comment. The European reader grasps these 
tangible facts, and, judging them as though they existed under 
European conditions, draws from them conclusions disparaging 
to the country and the people. What he probably fails to do, 
because this is what the writer is most likely to fail in enabling 
him to do, is to realize the existence in the American people of 
a reserve of force and patriotism more than sufficient to sweep 
away all the evils which are now tolerated, and to make the 
politics of the country worthy of its material grandeur and of 
the private virtues of its inhabitants. America excites an 
admiration which must be felt upon the spot to be understood. 
The hopefulness of her people communicates itself to oni ~o 
moves among them, and makes him perceive that the graver 
faults of politics may be far less dangerous there than they 
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would be in Europe. A hundred times in writing this book 
have I been disheartened by the facts I was stating: a hundred 
times has the recollection of the abounding strength and vital. 
ity of the nation chased away these tremors. 

There are other risks to which such a book as this is neces
sarily exposed. There is the risk of supposing that to be gen
erally true which the writer has himself seen or been told, and 
the risk of assuming that what is now generally true is likely 
to continue so. Against the former of 'these dangers he who 
is forewarned is forearmed: as to the latter I can but say that 
whenever I have sought to trace a phenomenon to its causes I 
have also sought to inquire whether these causes are likely to 
be permanent, a question which it is well to ask even when no 
answer can be given. I have attributed less to the influence 
of democracy than most of my predecessors have done, believ
ing that explanations drawn from a form of government, being 
easy and obvious, ought to be cautiously employed. Some one 
has said that the end of philosophy is to diminish the number 
of causes, as the aim of chemistry is to reduce that of the ele
mental substances. But it is an end not to be hastily pursued. 
A close analysis of social and political phenomena often shows 
that causes are more complex than had at first appeared, and 
that that which had been deemed the main cause is active only 
because some lnconspicuous, but not less important, condition 
is also present. The inquisition of the forces which move 
society is a high matter; and even where certainty is unattain
able it is some service to science to have determined the facts 
and correctly stated the problems, as Aristotle remarked long 
ago that the first step in investigation is to ask the right 
questions. ' 

I have, however, dwelt long enough upon the perils of the 
voyage: it is now time to put to sea. L!lt us begin with a sur
vey of the national government, examining its nature and 
describing the authorities which compose it. 



PART I 

THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 



CHAPTER II 

'l'HB NATION AND THE STATES 

A PEW years ago the American Protestant Episcopal Church 
was occupied at its triennial Convention in revising its liturgy. 
It was thought desirable to introduce among the short sentence 
prayers a prayer for the whole people; and an eminent New 
England divine proposed the words" 0 Lord, bless our nation." 
Accepted one afternoon on the spur of the moment, the sen
tence was brought up next day for reconsideration, when so 
many objections were raised by the laity to the word "nation," 
as importing too definite a recognition of national unity, that 
it was dropped, and instead there were adopted the words "0 
Lord, bless these United States." 

To Europeans who are struck by the patriotism and demon
strative national pride of their transatlantic visitors, this fear 
of admitting that the American people constitute a nation 
seems extraordinary. But it is only the expression on its sen
timental side of the most striking and pervading characteristic 
of the political system of the country, the existence of a double 
government, a double allegiance, a double patriotism. America 
- I call it America (leaving out of sight South and Central 
America, Canada, and Mexico), in order to avoid using at this 
stage the term United States - America is a Commonwealth of 
commonwealths, a Republic of republics, a State which, while 
one, is nevertheless composed of other States even more essen· . 
tial to its existence than it is to theirs. 

This is a point of so much consequence, and so apt to be 
misapprehended by Europeans, that a few sentences may be 
given to it. 

When within a large political community smaller communi. 
ties are found existing, the relation of the smaller to the larger 
usuallYllppears in one or. other of the two following forms. 

16 
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One form'is that of a League, in which a number of political 
bodies, be they monarchies or republics, are bound together so 
as to c.onstitute for certain purposes, and especially for the pur
pose of common defence, a single body. The members of such 
a composite body or league are not individual men but com
munities, It exists only as an aggregate of communities, and 
will thereiore vanish so soon as the communities which com
pose it separate themselves from one another. Moreover it 
deals with and acts upon these communities only. With the 
individual citizen it has nothing to do, no right of taxing him, 
or judging him, or making laws for him, for in all these matters 
it is to his own community that the allegiance of the citizen is 
due. A familiar instance of this form is to be found in the 
Germanic Confederation as it existed from 1815 till 1866. The 
Hanseatic League in medireval Germany, the Swiss Confedera,-
tion down till the present century, are other examples. • 

In the second form, the smaller communities are mere sub
divisions of that greater one which we call the Nation. They 
have been created, or at any rate they exist, for administrative 
purposes only. Such powers as they possess are powers dele
gated by the nation, and can be overridden by its will. The 
nation acts directly by its own officers, not merely on the com
munities, but upon every single citizen; and the nation, because 
it is independent of these communities, would continue to exist 
were they all to disappear. Examples of such minor commu
nities may be found in the departments of modern France and 
the counties of modern England. Some of the English counties 
were at one time, like Kent or Dorset, independent kingdoms 
or tribal districts; some, like Bedfordshire, were artificial 
divisions from the first. All are now merely local administra,
tive areas, the powers of whose local authorities have been 
delegated from the national government of England. The 
na.tional government does not stand by virtue of them, does 
not need them. They' might all b~ abolished or turned into 
wholly different communities without seriously affecting its 
structure. 

The American Federal Republic corresponds to neither of 
these two forms, but may be said to stand between them. Its 
central or national government is not a mere league, for it does 
not wholly depend on the compon!3nt communities which we 
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call the States. It is itself a commonwealth as we as a!ftQtG.l 
of commonwealths, because 't claims directly the 0 'eJi!~ 
every citizen, and acts immediately upon him through uts' 
and executive officers. Still less are its minor comm 
the States, mere subdivisions of the Union, mere creatures of 
the national governmE\llt, like the counties of England or the 
departments of France. They have over their citizens an 
authority which is their own, and not delegated by the central 
government. They have not been called into being by that 
government. They - that is, the older ones among them
existed before it. They could exist without it. 

The central or national government and the State govern
ments may be compared to a large building and a set of smaller 
buildings standing on the same ground, yet distinct from each 
other. It is a combination sometimes seen where a great church 
hu been erected over more ancient homes of worship. First 
the soil is covered by a number of small shrines and chapels, 
built at different times and in different styles of architecture, 
each complete in itself. Then over them and including them 
all in its spacious fabric there is reared a new pile with its own 
loftier roof, its own walls, which may perhaps rest on and 
incorporate the walls of the older shrines, its own internal plan.! 
The identity of the earlier buildings has however not been 
obliterated j and if the later and larger structure were to dis
appear, a little repair would enable them to keep out wind and 
weather, and be again what they once were, distinct and sepa
rate edifices. So the American States are now all inside the 
Union, and have all become subordinate to it. Yet the Union 
is more than an aggregate of States, and the States, are more 
than parts of the Union. It might be destroyed, and they, 
adding Bome further attributes of power to those they now 
possess, might survive as independent self-governing commu
nities. 

This is the cause of that immense complexity which startles 
and at first bewilders the student of American institutions, a 
complexity which makes American history and. current Ameri-

1 I do not profess to Indicate anyone bnilding which exactly corresponds to 
what I have attempted to describe. but there are (besides the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem) .evera! both in Italy and in Egypt that seem to 
luetifJ the 8imile. 

VOL. 1 0 



18 THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT PART [ 

can politics difficult to the European, who finda in them phe
nomena to which his own experience supplies no paralleL 
There are two loyalties, two patriotisms; and the lesser patriot
ism, as the incident in the Episcopal Convention shows, is jeal
ous of the greater. There are two governments, covering the 
same gro1ll1d, commanding, with equally direct authority, the 
obedience of the same citizen. 

The casual reader of American political intelligence in E~ 
pean newspapers is not struck by this phenomenon, because 
State politics and State affail-s generally are seldom noticed in 
Europe. Even the traveller who visits America does not 
realize its importance, because the things that meet his eye are 
superficially similar all over the continent, and that which 
Europeans call the machinery of government is in America con
spicuous chiefly by its absence. But a due comprehension of 
this double organization is the first and indispensable step to 
the comprehension of American institutions: as the elaborate 
devices whereby the two systems of government are kept from 
clashing are the most curious subject of study which those in
stitutions present. 

How did so complex a system arise, and what influences 
have moulded it into its present form? This is a question 
which cannot be answered without a few words of historical 
retrospect. I am anxious not to stray far into history, because 
the task of describing American institutions as they now exist 
is more than sufficiently heavy for one writer and one book. But 
a brief and plain outline of the events which gave birth to the 
Federal system in America, and which have nurtured national 
feeling without extinguishing State feeling, seems the most 
natural introduction to an account of 1!he present Constitution, 
and may dispense with the need for subsequent explanationS 
and digressions. 



CHAPTER III 

THE ORIGIN 01" THE CONSTITUTION 

WHEN in the reign of George III. troubles arose between 
England and her North American colonists, there existed along 
the eastern coast of the Atlantic thirteen little communities, the 
largest of which (Virginia) had not more than half a million of 
free people, and the total. population of which did not reach 
t~ree millions. All owned allegiance to the British Crown, all, 
except Connecticut and Rhode Island, received their governors 
from the Crown; I in all, causes were carried by appeal from 
the colonial courts to the English Privy Council. Acts of the 
British Parliament ran there, as they now run in the British 
colonies, whenever expressed to have that effect, and could 
over-rule such laws as the colonies might make. But practi
cally each colony was a self-governing commonwealth, left to 
manage its own affairs with scarcely any interference from 
home. Each had its legislature, its own statutes adding to or 
modifying the English common law, its local corporate life and 
traditions, with no small local pride in its own history and in
stitutions, superadded to the pride of forming part of the Eng
lish race and the great free British realm. Between the various 
colonies there was no other political connection than that which 
&rose from their all belonging to this race and realm, so that 
the inhabitants of each enjoyed in every one of the others the 
rights and privileges of British subjects. 

When the oppressive measures of the home government 
roused the colonies, they naturally sought to organize their 
resistance in common. I Singly they would have been an easy 

I ID Maryland and PellD8ylvania, bowever, tbe govemor was, during the 
~r part of tbe colonial period, appointed by the .. Proprietor." 

• There bad been a congreae of delegates from leven coloniee at Albany in 
17M to deliberate on meuoree relative to the Impending war with Franee, hut 
thla, of CORrIe, took place with the II&DCtion of the mother country, and wall 
a pureq tempor&rJ meunre. 

• 
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prey, for it was long doubtful whether even in combination 
they could make head against regular armies. . A congress of 
delegates from nine colonies held at New York in 1765 was 
followed by another at Philadelphia in 1774, at which twelve 
were represented, which called itself pontinental (for the name· 
American had not yet become established),! and spoke in the 
name of "the good people of these colonies," the first asser
tion of a sort of national unity among the English of America. 
This congress, in which from 1775 onwards all the colonies 
were represented, was a merely revolutionary body, called into 
existence by the war with the mother country. But in 1776 it 
declared the independence of the colonies, and in 1777 it gave 
itself a new legal character by framing the "Articles of Con
federation and Perpetual Union," I whereby the thirteen States 
(as they then called themselves) entered into a "firm league 
of friendship" with each other, offensive and defensive, whfle 
declaring that." each State retainil its sovereignty, freedom, 
and independence, and every power, jurisdiction, and right 
which is not by this Confederation expressly delegated to the 
United States in Congress assembled." 

This Confederation, which was not ratified by all the States 
till 1781, was rather a league than a national government, for 
it possessed no central authority except an assembly in which 
every State, the largest and the smallest alike, had one vote, and 
this assembly had no jurisdiction over the individual citizens. 
There was no Federal executive, no Federal judiciary, no 
means of raising money except by the contributions of the 
States, contributions which they were slow to render, no power 
of compelling the obedience either of States or individuals to 
the commands of Congress. The plan corresponded to the 
wishes of the colonists, who did not yet deem themselves a 
nation, and who in their struggle against the power of the British 
Crown were resolved to set over themselves no other power, not 
even one of their own choosing. But it worked badly even 
while the struggle lasted, and after the immediate danger from 

1 Till the middle of last centnrythe name" American" seems to have denoted 
the native Indians, as it does in Wesley's hYmD .. The dark Americans convert." 
So Sir Thomas Browne writes .. As for sopition of reason and the diviner particle 
from drink, tho' American religion approve, and Pa.,aan piety of old hath prao
tised it, etc." The War of Independence gave the word its present meaning. 

I See these Articles in the Appendix at the end of this volume. 
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England had been removed by the peace of 1783, it worked still 
worse, and was in fact, as Washington said, no better than an
archy. The States were indifferent to Congress and their 
.common concerns, so indifferent that it was found difficult to 
procure a quorum of States for weeks or even months after the 
day fixed for meeting. Congress was impotent, and commanded 
respect as little as obedience. Much distress prevailed in the 
trading States, and the crude attempts which some legislatures 
made to remedy the depression by emitting inconvertible paper, 
by constituting other articles than the precious metals legal 
tender, and by. impeding the recovery of debts, aggravated the 
evil, and in several instances led to seditious outbreaks.l The 
fortunes of the country seemed at a lower ebb than even during 
the war with England. 

.sad experience of their internal difficulties, and of the con
tempt with which foreign governments treated them, at last pro
duced a feeling that so~e firmer and closer union was needed. 
A convention of delegates from five States met at Annapolis in 
Maryland in 1786 to discuss methods of enabling Congress to 
regulate commerce, which suffered grievously from the varying 
and often burdensome regulations imposed by the several States. 
It drew up a report which condemned the existing state of 
things, declared that reforms were necessary, and suggested a 
further general convention in the following year to consider 
the condition of the Union and the needed amendments in its 
Constitution. Congress, to which the report had been pre
sented, approved it, and recommended the States to send dele
gates to a convention, which should "revise the Articles of 
Confederation, and report to Congress and the several legis
latures such alterations "and provisions therein as shall, when 
agreed to in Congress and confirmed by the States, render the 
Federal Constitution adequate to the exigencies of government 
and the preservation of the Union." 

The Convention thus summoned met at Philadelphia on the 

1 Rbode Island was tbe most conspicnons offender. This singular little 
commonwealth, whose area is 1085 IClnare miles (leas than tbat of Ayrsbire or 
Antrim), i. of all tbe American States tbat wbich bas furnisbed the most 
abundant analogies to tbe republics of antiquity, and wbicb best deserves to 
have its annals treated of by a philosophic historian. Tbe example of her 
disorder. did much to bring the other States to adopt that Federal Constitution 
wbich sbe was herseU the Jut to accept. 
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14th May 1787, became competent to proceed to business on 
May 25th, when seven States were represented, and chose 
George Washington to preside. Delegates attended from every 
State but Rhode Island, and among these delegates was to be 
found nearly all the best intellect and the ripest political expe
rience the United States then contained. The instructions they 
had received limited their authority to the revision of the 
Articles of Confederation and the proposing to Congress and 
the State legislatures such improvements as were required 
therein. l But with admirable boldness, boldness doubly admi
rable in Englishmen and lawyers, the majority ultimately re
'solved to disregard these restrictions, and to prepare a wholly 
new Constitution, to be considered and ratified neither by 

I Congress nor by the State legislatures, but by the peoples of 
the several States. 

This famous assembly, which consisted of fifty-five delegates, 
thirty-nine of whom signed the Constitution which it drafted, 
tjat nearly five months, and expended upon its work an amount 
.of labour and thought commensurate with the magnitude of 
the task and the splendour of the result. The debates were 
secret, a proof of the confidence reposed in the members j and 
it was well that they were secret, for criticism from without 
might have imperilled a work which seemed repeatedly on the 
point of breaking down, so great were the difficulties encoun
tered from the divergent sentiments and interests of different 
parts of the country, as well as of the larger and smaller States.· 

1 It was strongly urgad when the draft Constitntion came up for ratifica.
tion in the State Conventions that the Philadelphia Convention had no power 
to do more than amend the Articles of Confederation. To these objections 
Mr. Wilson, speaking in the Pennsylvania Convention, made answer as fol
lows: -" The business, we are told, which was intrusted to the late Con
vention was merely to amend the present Articles of Confederation. This 
observation has been frequently made, and bas often brought to my mind a 
story that is related of Mr. Pope, who it is well known was not a little de
formed. It was customary for him to use this phrase, • God mend me,' when 
any little accident happened. One ~ening a link boy was lighting him along,. 
and coming to a gutter the boy jumped nimbly over it. Mr. Pope called to 
him to turn, adding' God mend me ! ' The arch rogue, turning to light him, 
looked at him and repeated' God mend you! He would sooner make half a 
dozen new ones.' This would apply to the present Confederation, for it would 
be easier to make another than to amend this." - Elliot's Debate8, vol. ii. 
p.472. 

2 Benjamin Franklin, who was one of the delegates from Pennsylvania 
(being then eighty-one years af age). was so mucll distressed at the difficulties 
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The records of the Convention were left in the hands of 'Vash
ington, who in 1196 deposited them in the State Department. 
In 1819 they were published along with the notes of the dis
cussions kept by James Madison (afterwards twice President), 
who had proved himself one of the most useful members of 
the body. From these official records and notes 1 the history 
of the Convention has been written. 

It is hard to-day, even for Americans, to realize how enor
mous those difficulties were. The Convention had not ouly to 
create de novo, on the most slender basis of pre-existing national 
institutions, a national government for a widely scattered peo
ple, but they had in doing so to respect the fears and jealousies 
and apparently irreconcilable interests of thirteen separate 
commonwealths, to all of whose governments it was necessary 
to.lelrVe a sphere of action wide enough to satisfy a deep-rooted 
local sentiment, yet not so wide as to imperil national unity.! 
Well might Hamilton say: "The establishment of a Constitu
tion, in time of profound peace, by the voluntary consent of a 

which _ and the prospect of failme that he proposed that the Convention, 
.. all hnman means of obtaining agreement eeemed to be useless, shoold open 
Itil meetlnl!B with prayer. The Bnggeetion, nlmarkable as coming from one 
.., well knowu for his sceptical opinions, woold have been adopted bnt for 
the fear that the onwda pnblic might thns learn how grave the position of 
a1fairB w.... Tbe original of Franklin'. proposition, writt<ln in biB own still 
clear and finD band, with biB note Btating that only thre<l or four a"areed 
wldl him, ia p~ed in the State Department at Washington, where may 
be aI80 _n the draft of the Constitntion with the BignatDre8 of the thirty
nine delegatee. 

I They are printed in the work called EUiot's Debate., whiell also contains 
the eztremely interesting debates in BOme of the State Conventions whiell rati-
5ed the Constitution. 

For BOIDe nlmarke on Constitutional Conventions in general, Bee the note to 
this ebapter at the end of this volnme. 

S The n_ paraIIela to aoeh a Federal Union as that formed in 1789 
were then to be found In the AeIlEBD and Lycian Leagues, which, bow
_, ""Ie DOt mere leaguee, but federated natioD& Both are referred to by 
the anthors of the Fetkralill' <Bee po.'), bnt their knowledge was eridently 
ICIUIty. The acnten_ of James WilBOn had perceived that the two famoos 
_federations of modern Europe did not snpply a model for America. He 
obeened In the Pennsylvania Convention of 1788: .. The SwiM cantons are 
eonnected only by aIIianeM. The United Netberlands are Indeed an assem
blage of societies; but this assemblage constitntes no new oDe, and therefore 
It does DOt correspond with the full definition of a Confederate Repnblic."
Elliot', De6GIu, vol. n. po 422. The Swiss Confederation has now become a 
Repoblie at ODCII Federal and national, J'8Iembling in most nlSpectB ita Amari
_model. 

• 



24 Tll~ NATIONAL QOVERNMENT 

whole people, is a prodigy to the completion of which I look 
forward with trembling anxiety." 1 And well might he quote 
the words of David Hume (Essays,· "The Rise of Arts and 
Sciences" ): "To balance a large State or society, whether 
monarchical or republican, on general laws, is a work of so 
great difficulty that no human genius, however comprehensive, 
is able by the mere dint of reason and reflection to effect it. 
The judgments of many must unite in the work: experience 
must guide their labour; time must bring it to perfection; and 
the feeling of inconveniences must correct the mistakes which 
they inevitably fall into in their first trials and experiments." 

It was even a disputable point whether the colonists were 
already a nation or only the raw material out of which a nation 
might be formed. 2 There were elements of unity, there were 
also elements of diversity. All spoke the same language. All, 
except a few descendents of Dutchmen and Swedes in New 
York and Delaware, some Germans in Pennsylvania, some 
children of French Huguenots in New England and the middle 
States, belonged to the same race.8 All, except some Roman 
Catholics in Maryland., professed the Protestant religion. All 
were governed by the same English Common Law, and prized 
it not only as the bulwark which had sheltered their forefathers 
from the oppression of the Stuart kings, but as the basis of 
their more recent claims of right against the encroachments 
of George III. and his colonial officers. In ideas and habits of 
life there was less similarity, but all were republicans, manag
ing their affairs by elective legislatures, attached to local se1£
government, and animated by a common pride in their success
ful resistance to England., which they then hated with a true 
family hatred., a hatred to which her contemptuous treatment 
of them added a sting. 

1 Federalist, No. Ixxxv. 
S Mr. Wilson said in the Pennsylvania Convention of 1781: .. By adopting 

this Constitntion we shall hecome a nation; we are not now one. We shall 
form a national character: we are now too dependent on others." He pro
ceeds with a remarkable prediction of the inflnence which American freedom 
would exert upon the Old World. - Elliot's Debates, vol. Ii. p. 526. 

8 The Irish, a noticeable element in North Carolina and parts of Pennsyl
vania, Virginia, and New Hampshire, were not Catholic Celts bnt Scoto-Irish 
Presbyterians from Ulster, who, animated by resentment at the wrongs and 
religions persecution they had suffered at home, had been among the foremos' 
combatants in the Revolutionary War. 
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On the other hand their geographical position made com
munication very difficult. The sea was stormy in winter; the 
roads were bad; it took as long to travel by land from Charles
ton to Boston as to cross the ocean to Europe, nor wa.'l the 
journey less dangerous. The wealth of some States consisted 
in slaves, of others in shipping; while in others there was a 
population of small farmers, characteristically attached to old 
habits. Manufactures had hardly begun to exist. The senti
ment of local independence showed itself in intense suspicion 
of any external authority; and mC?st parts of the country ",ere 
so thinly peopled that the inhabitants had lived practically 
without any government, and thought that in creating one they 
would be forging fetters for themselves. But while these 
diversities and jealousies made union difficult, two dangers 
were absent which have beset the framers of constitutions for 
otl1er nations. There were no reactionary conspirators to be 
feared, for every one prized liberty and equality. There were 
no questions between classes, no animosities against rank and 
wealth, for rank and wealth did not exist. 

It was inevitable under such circumstances that the Consti. 
tution, while aiming at the establishment of a duxable central 
power, should pay great regard to the existing centrifugal 
forces. It was and remains what its authors styled it, emi
nently an instrument of compromises; it is perhaps the most 
successful instance in history of what a judicious spirit of 
compromise mayeffect.1 Yet out of the points which it was 
for this reason obliged to leave unsettled there arose fierce 
controversies, which after two generations, when accumulated 
irtitation and incuxable misunderstanding had been added to 
the force of material interests, buxst into flame in the War of 
Secession. 

The draft Constitution was submitted, as its last article pro
vided, to conventions of the several. States (i.e. bodies spe
cially chosen by the people for the purpose) for ratification. It 

I Hamilton observed of It in 1788: .. The result of the deliberations of all 
collective bodly mnst necessarily be a compound 88 well of tbe errors and 
prejudices 88 of the good sense and wisdom of the Individuals of whom they 
are composed. The compacta which are to embrace thirteen distinct States 
In a common bond of amity and uoion must 88 necessarily be a compromise 
of 88 many dissimilar Interesta and inclinationa. How can perfection sprinC 
from Inch materials?" - Fetkralilt. No. lxxxv • 

• 



'26 THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT PART I 

was to come into effect as soon as nine States had ratified., the 
effect of which would have been, in case the remaining States, 
or any of them, had rejected it, to leave such States standing 
alone in the 'world, since the old Confederation was of course 

l 
superseded and annihilated. Fortunately all the States did 
eventually ratify the new Constitution, but two of the most 
important, Virginia and New York/ did not do so till the mid
dle of 1788, after nine others had already accepted it j and 
two, North Carolina and Rhode Island., at first refused., and 
only consented to enter the new Union more than a year later, 
when the government it had created had already come into 
operation. 

There was a struggle everywhere over the adoption .of 
the Constitution, a struggle presaging the birth of the two 
great parties that 'for many years divided the American 
people. The chief source of hostility was the belief that a 
strong central government endangered both the rights of the 
States and the liberties of the individual citizen. Freedom, it 
was declared, would perish, freedom rescued from George III. 
would perish at the hands of her own children.1 Consolida
tion (for the word centralization had not yet been invented) 
would extinguish the State governments and the local institu
tions they protected. The feeling was very bitter, and in some 
States, notably in Massachusetts and New York, the majorities 

'1 were dangerously narrow. Had the decision been left to what 
is now called "the voice of the people," that is, to the mass of 
the citizens allover. the country, voting at the polls, the voice 
of the people would probably have pronounced against the 
Constitution, and this would have been still more likely if the 
question had been voted on everywhere upon the same day, 
seeing that several doubtful States were influenced by the 

1 Virginia was then much the largest State (population in 1790, 747,610). 
New York was reckoned among the smaller Stat.es (population 340,120) but 
her central geographical position made her adhesion extremely important. . 

·.s In the Massachusetts Convention of 1788 Mr. Nason delivered himself of 
the following pathetic appeal: "And here, sir, I beg the indulgence of this 
honourable body to permit me to make a short ap~strophe to Liberty. 0 Lib
erty, thon greatest good! thou fairest property I with tbee I wish to live
with thee I wish to die I Pardon me if I drop a tear on the peril to wbich she 
ii exposed. I cannot, sir, see this highest of jewels tarnished - a jewel worth 
ten thousand worlds; and shall we part with it so soon? Oh ne." - Elliot's 
Debates, ii. 133. 
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approval which other States had already given. But the mod
em " plebiscita! " method of taking the popular judgment had 
not been invented. The question was referred. to conventions 
in the several States. The conventions were composed of able 
men, who listened to thoughtful arguments, and were themselves 
influenced by the authority of their leaders. The counsels 
of the wise prevailed over the prepossessions of the multitude. 
Yet these counsels would hardly have prevailed but for a 
cause which is apt to be now overlooked. This was the dread 
of foreign powers.1 The United States had at that time two 
European monarchies, Spain and England, as its neighbours on 
the American continent. France had lately held territories to 
the north of them in Canada, and to the south and west of 
them in Louisiana.· She had been their ally against England, 
she became in a few years again the owner of territories west 
of the ?tlississippi. The fear of foreign interference, the sense 
of weakness, both at sea and on land, against the military 
monarchies of Europe, was constantly before the mind of 
American statesmen, and made them anxious to secure at all 
hazards a national government capable of raising an army and 
navy, and of speaking with authority on behalf of the new 
republic. It is remarkable that the danger of European aggres
sion or complications was far more felt in the United States 
from 1783 down till about 1820, than it has been during the 
last half century when steam has brought Europe five times 
nearer than it then was. 

Several of the conventions which ratified the Constitution 
accompanied their acceptance with an earnest recommendation 
of various amendments to it, amendments designed to meet 
the fears of those who thought that it encroached too far upon 
the liberties of the people. Some of these were adopted, im-

1 The other chief canee was the economic distress and injnry to trade con
eeqnent on the disorganized condition of eeveral Statee. See the observations 
of Mr. Wilson in the Pennsylvania Convention (Elliot's lJ.bates, Ii. 524). He 
.howl that the caee W&I one of necessity, and winds np with the remark, 
.. The argument of necessity II the patriot's defence &I well &I the tyrant's 
plea," 

• The vast territory then called Lonisiana was transferred by France to 
Spain in 1762. bnt Spanish government W&I not established there till 1789. It 
W&I coded by Spain to France in 1800. and p.h'Cbued by the United State. 
from Napoleon in 1803. Spain had originally held l""Jorida, ceded it to Britain 
in 1763, received it back in 1783, and in 1819 sold it to the United Statee. 
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creation of a nation by means of an instrument of government. 
The American Constitution is no exception to the rule that 
everything which has power to win the obedience and respect 
of men must have its roots deep in the past, and that the more 
slowly every institution has grOWD, so much the more enduring 
is it likely to prove. There is little in this Constitution that 
is absolutely new. There is much that is as old as Magna 
Charta. 

The men of the Convention had the experience of the Eng
lish Constitution. That Constitution, very different then from 
what it is now, was even then not quite what they thought it. 
Their view was tinged not only by recollections of the influence 
exercised by King George the Third, an influence due to transi
tory causes, but which made them overrate its monarchical ele
ment/ but also by the presentation of it which they found in 
the work of Mr. Justice Blackstone. He, as was natural in a 
lawyer and a man of letters, described rather its theory than its 
practice, and its theory was many years behind its practice. 
The powers and functions of the cabinet, the overmastering 
force of the House of Commons, the intimate connection 
between legislation and administration, these which are to us 
now the main characteristics of the English Constitution were 
still far from fully developed. But in other points of funda
mental importance they appreciated and turned to excellent 
account its spirit and methods. . 

They had for their oracle of political philosophy the treatise 
of Montesquieu on the Spirit of Laws, which, published anony
mously at Geneva forty years before, had won its way to an 
immense authority on both sides of the ocean. Montesquieu, 
contrasting the private as well as public liberties of Eng
lishmen with the despotism of Continental Europe, had taken 
the Constitution of England as his model system, and had 
ascribed its merits to the division of legislative, executive, and 
judicial functions which he discovered in it, and to the system 
of checks and balances whereby its equilibrium seemed to be 
preserved. No general principle of politics laid such hold on 

1 There is a tendency in colonists to over-estlmate the Importance of the 
Crown, whose conspicuous pOSition as the authority common to the whole 
empire makes it an object of special interest and respect to persons living 
at a distance. It touches their imagination, whereas &SIleID.blies excite their 
crUicism. 



THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT PART I 

the constitution-makers and statesmen of America as the 
dogma that the separation of these three functions is essen
tial to freedom. It had already been made the groundwork 
of several State con~titutions. It is always reappearing in 
their writings; it was never absent from their thoughts. Of 
t~e supposed influence of other Continental authors such as 
Rousseau, or even of English thinkers such as Burke, there are 
fewairect traces in the Federal Constitution or in the classical 
contemporaneous commentary on and defence of it l which we 
owe to the genius of Hamilton and his less famous coadjutors, 
Madison and Jay. But we need only turn to the Declaration of 
Independence and the original constitutions of the States, par
ticularly the Massachusetts Constitution of 1780, to perceive 
that abstract theories regarding human rights had laid firm 
hold on the national mind. Such theories naturally expanded 
with the practice of republican government, and have at various 
times been extremely potent factors in American history. But 
the influence of France and her philosophers belongs chiefly to 
the years succeeding 1789, when Jefferson, who was fortu. 
nately absent in Paris during the Constitutional Convention, 
headed the democratic propaganda. 

Further, they had the experience of their colonial and State 
governments, and especially, .for this was freshest a:iJ.d most in 
point, the experience of the working of the State Constitutions, 
framed at or since the date when the colonies threw off their 
English allegiance. Many of the Philadelphia delegates had 
joined in preparing these instruments: all had been able to 
watch and test their operation. They compared notes as to the 
merits, tested by practice, of the devices which their States had 
respectively adopted. They had the inestimable advantage of 
knowing written or rigid constitutions in the concrete; that is 
to say, of comprehending how a system of government actually 
moves and plays under the control of a mass of statutory pro
visions defining and limiting the powers of its several organs. 
The so-called Constitution of England consists largely of 
',customs, precedents, traditions, understandings, often vague 
and always flexible. It was quite a different thing, and for the 

1 The Federalist, 8 series of papers pnblished in the New York newspapers 
in advocacy of the Federal Constitution when the qnestion of accepting it WIl8 
coming before the New York State Convention. . 

c 
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purpose of making a constitution for the American nation an 
even more important thing, to have lived under and learnt to 
work systems determined by the hard and fast lines of a single 
document having the full force of law, for this experience 
taught them how much might safely be included in such a 
document, and how far room must be left under it for unpre
dictable emergencies and unavoidable development. 

Lastly, they had in the principle of the English common 
law that an act done by any official person or law-making body 
beyond his or its legal competence is simply void, a key to 
the difficulties involved in the establishment of a variety of 
authorities not subordinate to one another, but each supreme 
in its own defined sphere. The application of this principle 
made it possible not only to create a National government which 
should leave free scope for the working of the State govern
ments, but also so to divide the powers of the National govern
ment among various persons and bodies as that none should 
absorb or overbear the others. By what machinery these 
objects were attained will appear when we come to consider 
the effect of a written or rigid constitution embodying a funda
mental law, and the functions of the judiciary in expounding 
and applying such a law.l 

lSee p"c, Cbapters XDIL and xx:xm. 



CHAPTER IV 

NATURE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

THE acceptance of the Constitution of 1789 made the Ameri
can people a nation. It turned what had been a League of 
States into a Federal State, by giving it a National Govern
ment with a direct authority over all citizens. But as this 
national goveniment was not to supersede the governments of 
the States, the problem which the Constitution-makers had 
to solve was two-fold. They had to create a central govern
ment. They had also to determine the relations of this cen
tral government to the States as well as to the individual . 
citizen. An exposition of the Constitution and criticism of its 
working must therefore deal with it in these two aspects, as a 
system of national government built up of executive powers 
and legislative bodies, like the monarchy of England or the 
republic of France, and as a Federal-system linking together 
and regulating the relations of a number of commonwealths 
which are for certain purposes, but for certain purposes only, 
subordinated to it. It will conduce to clearness if these two 
aspects are kept distinct; and the most convenient course will 
be to begin-with the former, and first to describe the American 
system as a National system, leaving its Federal character for 
the moment on one side. 

It must, however, be remembered that the Constitution does 
not profess to be a complete scheme of government, creating 
organs for the discharge of all the functions and duties which 

'- civilized community undertake!. It presupposes the State 
governments. It assumes their existence, their wide and con
stant activity. It is a scheme designed to provide for the dis
charge of such and so many functions of government as the 
States did not, and indeed could not, or at any rate could not 
adequately, possess and discharge. It is therefore, so to speak, 

IS 
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the complement and crown of the State Constitutions, which 
must be read along with it and into it in order to make it cover 
the whole field of civil government, as do the Constitutions of 
such countries as France, Belgium, Italy. 

The administrative, legislative, and judicial functions for 
which the Federal Constitution provides are those relating to 
matters which must be deemed common to the whole nation, 
either because all the parts of the nation are alike interested 
in them, or because it is only by the nation as a whole that 
they can be satisfactorily undertaken. The chief of these 
common or national matters are 1_ 

War and peace: treaties and foreign relations generally. 
Army and navy. 
Federal courts of justice. 
Commerce, foreign and domestic. 
Currency. . 
Copyright and patents. 
The post-office and post roads. 
Taxation for the foregoing purposes, and for the general 

support of the Government. 
The protection of citizens against unjust or discriminating 

legislation by any State.2 

This list includes the subjects upon which the national legis
lature has the right to legislate, the national executive to 
enforce the Federal laws and generally to act in defence of 
national interests, the national judiciary to adjudicate. All 
other legislation and administration is left to the several 
States, without power of interference by the Federal legisla
ture or Federal executive. 

Such then being the sphere of the National government, let 
us see in what manner it is constituted, of what departments 
it consists. 

1 The full list will be found in the Constitution, Art. i. § 8 (printed in the 
Appendix), with which may be compared the British North America Act 1867 
(30 and 31 Viet. cap. 8), and the Federal Council of Australasia Act 1885 (48 
and 49 Vict. cap. 60), the Swiss Constitution of 1874 (Arts. 8, 22, 30,42,54,64, 
67-70), and the interesting draft Constitutiou of the Commonwealth of Austra
lia, prepared by the Sydney Conventio~ of 1891. 

2 Amendments xiv. and xv. 
VOL. I D 
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The framers of this government set before themselves four 
objects as essential to its excellence, viz.-

Its vigour and efficiency. 
The independence of each of its departments (as being essen-

tial to the permanency of its form). 
Its dependence on the people. 
The security under it of the freedom of the individual. 

The first of these objects they sought by creating a strong 
executive, the second by separating the legislative, executive, 
and judicial powers from one another, and by the contrivance 
of various checks and balances, the third by making all authori
ties elective and elections frequent, the fourth both by the 
checks and balances Moresaid, so arranged as to restrain any 
one department from tyranny, and by placing certain rights of 
the citizen under the protection of the written Constitution. 

They had neither the rashness' nor the capacity necessary for 
constructing a Constitution a priori. There is wonderfully little 
genuine inventiveness in the world, and perhaps least of all has 
been shown in the sphere of political institutions. These men, 
practical politicians who knew how infinitely difficult a business 
government is, desired no bold experiments. They preferred, 
so far as circumstances permitted, to walk in the old paths, to 
follow methods which experience had tested.1 Accordingly 
they started from the system on which their own colonial gov
ernments, and afterwards their State governments, had been 
conducted. This system bore a general resemblance to the 
British Constitution; and in so far it may with truth be said 
that the British Constitution became a model for the new 
national government. They held England to be the freest and 
best-governed country in the world, but were resolved to avoid 
the weak points which had enabled King George III. to play 
the tyrant, and which rendered English liberty, as they thought, 

1 Mr. Lowell has said with equal point and truth of the men of the Conven
tion: .. They had a profound dis belief in theory and knew better than to 
commit the folly of breaking with the past. They were not seduced by the 
French fallacy that a new system of Government could be ordered like a new 
8'"lit of clothes. They would as soon have thought of orderiD~ a snit of lle~h 
and skin. It is only on the roarin~ loom of time that the stuff is woven for 
such a vesture of their thought and experieuce as they were meditating."
Address on Democracy, delivered Oct. 6, 1884. . 
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far inferior to that which the constitutions of their own States 
Becured. With this venerable mother, and these children, bet
ter in their judgment than the mother, before their eyes, they 
created an executive magistrate, the President, on the model of 
the State Governor, and of the British Crown. They created a 
legislature of two Houses, Congress, on the model of the two 
Houses of their State legislatures, and of the British Parlia
ment. And following the precedent of the British judges, irre
movable except by the Crown and Parliament combined, they 
created a judiciary appointed for life, and irremovable save by 
impeachment.' 

In these great matters, however, as well as in many lesser 
matters, they copied not so much the Constitution of England 
as the Constitutions of their several States, in which, as was 
natural, many features of the English Constitution had beel' 
embodied. It has been truly said that nearly every provision 
of the Federal Constitution that has worked well is one bor
rowed from or suggested by some State constitution j nearly 
every provision that has worked badly is one which the Con
vention, for want of a precedent, was obliged to devise for itself. 
To insist on this is not to detract from the glory of that illus
trious body, for if we are to credit them with less inventiveness 
than has sometimes been claimed for them, we must also credit 
them with a double portion of the wisd01I! which prefers experi
ence to a priori theory, and the sagacity which selects the best 
materials from a mass placed before it, aptly combining them 
to form a new structure.' 

Of minor divergences between their work and the British 
Constitution I shall speak subsequently. But one profound 
difference must be noted here. The British Parliament had 
always been, was then, and remains now, a sovereign and con
stituent assembly. It can make and unmake any and every 
law, change the form of government or the succession to the 
crown, interfere with the course of justice, extinguish the most 

1 MlnM dUferenee8 between the English aDd American systems are that the 
American Feden) Jndge Is appointed by the President, .. with the advice and 
consent of the Senate," an English Jodge by the Crown alone: an American 
Jndee I. Impeachable by the Hoose at Representatives, and tried by the Senate, 
an English judge I. removable by the Crown on an address by both Houses, 

I S"" note to this chapter In the Appendix for further remarks on the Influ
ence of the State CoDBtitutiona. 

• • 
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sacred private rights of the citizen. Between it and the peo
ple at large there is no legal distinction, because the whole plen
itude of the people's rights and powers resides in it, just as if 
the whole nation were present within the chamber where it sits. 
In point of legal theory it is ·the nation, being the historical 
successor of the Folk Moot of our Teutonic forefathers. Both 
practically and legally, it is to-day the only and the sufficient 
depository of the authority of th~ nation; and is therefore. 
within the sphere of law, irresponsible and omnipotent. 

In the American system there exists no such body. Not 
merely Congress alone, but also Congress and the President 
conjoined, are subject to the Constitution, and cannot move a 
step outside the circle which the Constitution has drawn around 
them. If they do, they transgress the law and exceed their 
powers. Such acts as they may do in excess of their powers 
are void, and may b.e, indeed ought to be, treated as void by the 
meanest citizen. The only power which is ultimately sovereign, 
as the British Parliament is always and directly sovereign, is 
the people of the States, acting in the manner prescribed by the 
Constitution, and capable in that manner of passing any law 
whatever in the form of a constitutional amendment. 

This fundamental divergence from the British system is 
commonly said to have been forced upon the men of 1787 by 
the necessity, in order to safeguard the rights of the several 
States, oflimiting the ·competence of the national govermhent.1 

But even supposing there had been no States to be protected, 
the jealousy which the American people felt of those whom they 
chose to govern them, their fear lest one power in the govern
ment should absorb the rest, their anxiety to secure the pri
mordial rights of the citizens from attack, either by magistrate 
or by legislature, would doubtless have led, as happened with 
the earlier constitutions of revolutionary France, to the crea
tion of a supreme constitution or fundamental instrument of 
government, placed above and controlling the national legis
lature itself. They had already such fundamental instrument 
in the charters of the colonies, which had passed into the con-

I It is often aBBumed by writers on constitutional subjects that a Federal 
Government presupposes a written or Rigid constitution. This is not neces
sarily so. There may be, and have been, federations with no fundamental 
law unalterable by the nsua.llegislative authority. The Achman League had 
'.Pl'arently none. 
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stitutions of the several States; and they would certainly have 
followed, in creating their national constitution, a precedent 
which they deemed so precious. 

The subjection of all the ordinary authorities and organs of 
government to a supreme instrnment expressing the will of the 
sovereign people, and capable of being altered by them only, 
has been usually deemed the most re!narkable novelty of the 
American system. But it is merely an application to the wider 
sphere of the nation, of a plan approved by the experience of 
the several States. And the plan had, in these States, been the 
outcome rather of a slow course of historical development than 
of consc\ous determination taken at anyone point of their prog
ress from petty settlements to powerful republics. N everthe
less, it !nay well be that the minds of the leaders who guided 
this development were to some extent influenced and inspired 
by recollections of the English Commonwealth of the seven
teenth century, which had seen the establishment, though for 
a brief space only, of a genuine supreme or rigid constitution, in 
the form of the famous Instrnment of Government of A.D. 1653, 
and some of whose sages had listened to the discourses in which 
James Harrington, one of the most prescient minds of that 
great age, showed the necessity for such a constitution, and 
laid down its principles, suggesting that, in order to give it the 
higher authority, it should be subscribed by the people them
selves. 

We may now proceed to consider the several departments of 
the National Government. It will be simplest to treat of each 
Beparabely, and then to examine the relations of each to the 
others, reserving for subsequent chapters an account of the rela.
tions of the National Government as a whole to the several 
States. 



CHAPTER V 

THE PRESIDENT 

EVERYOne who undertakes to describe the American system 
of government is obliged to follow the American division of it 
into the three departments - Executive, Legislative, Judicial. 
I begin with the executive, as the simplest of the three. 

The President is the creation of the Constitution of 1789. 
Under the Confederation there was only a presiding officer of 
Congress, but no head of the nation. 

Why was it thought necessary to have a President at all? 
The fear of monarchy, of a strong government, of a centralized 
government, prevailed widely in 1787. George III. was an 
object of hatred: he remained a bogey to succeeding genera
tions of American children. The Convention found it ex
tremely hard to devise a satisfactory method of choosing the 
President, nor has the method they adopted proved satisfactory. 
That a single head is not necessary to a republic might have 
been suggested to the Americans by those ancient eX3J!lples to 
which they loved to recur. The experience of modern Switzer
land has made it still more obvious to us now. Yet it was 
settled very early in the debates of 1787 that the central execu
tive authority must be vested in one person; and the oppo
nents of the draft Constitution, while quarrelling with his 
powers, did not accuse his existence. 

The explanation is to be found not so much in a wish to 
reproduce the British Constitution as in the familiarity of the 
Americans, as citizens of the several States, with the office of 
State governor (in some States then called President) and in 
their disgust with the feebleness which Congress had shown 
under the Confederation in its conduct of the war, and, after 
peace was concluded, of the general business of the country. 
Opinion called for a man, because an assembly had been found 

88 
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to lack promptitude and vigour. And it may be conjectured 
that the alarms felt as to tne Uil.ager from one man's predomi
nance were largely allayed by the presence of George Washing
ton. Even while the debates were proceeding, every one must 
have thought of him as the proper person to preside over the 
Union as he was then presiding over the Convention. The 
creation of the office would seem justified by the existence of 
a person exactly fitted to fill it, one whose established influence 
and ripe judgment would repair the faults then supposed to 
be characteristic of democracy, its impulsiveness, its want of 
respect for authority, its incapacity for pursuing a consistent 
line of action. 

Hamilton felt so strongly the need for having a vigorous ex
ecutive who could maintain a continuous policy, as to suggest 
that the head of the state should be appointed for good behav
iour, i.e. for life, subject to removal by impeachment. The 
idea was disapproved, though it received the support of persons 
so democratically-minded as Madison and Edmund Randolph j 
but nearly all sensible men, including many who thought better 
of democracy than Hamilton himself did, admitted that the risks 
of foreign war, risks infinitely more serious in the infancy of 
the RepUblic than they have subsequently proved, required the 
concentration of executive powers into a single hand. And the 
fact that in every one of their commonwealths there existed an 
officer in whom the State constitution vested executive author
ity, balancing him against the State legislature, made the estab
lishment of a Federal chief magistrate seem the obvious course. 

Assuming that there was to be such a magistrate, the states
men of the Convention, like the solid practical men they were, 
did not try to construct him out of their own brains, but looked 
to some existing models. They therefore made an enlarged 
copy of the State Governor, or to put the same thing differently, 
a reduced and improved copy of the English king. He is George • 
III. shorn of a part of his prerogative by the intervention of the 
Senate in treaties and appointments, of another part by the 
restriction of his action to Federal affairs, while his dignity as 
well as his influence are diminished by his holding office for four 
years instead of for life. l His salary is too small to permit him 

1 WbeD the RomaDB got rid of their kiDg. they did Dot really extinguish the 
office, but eet up iD their consul a sort of anoual kiDg, limited Dot only by the 

• • 



40 THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT PART ~ 

either' to maintain a Court or to corrupt the legislature j nor 
can he seduce the virtue of the citizens by the gift of titles of 
nobility, for such titles are altogether forbidden. Subject to 
these precautions, he was meant by the constitution-framers 
to resemble the State governor and the British king, not only 
in being the head of the executive, but in standing apart from 
and above political parties. He was to represent the nation as 
a whole, as the gov{;rnor represented the State commonwealth. 
The independence of his position, with nothing either to gain 
or to fear from Congress, would, it was hoped, set him free to 
think only of the welfare of the people. 

This idea appears in the method provided for the election 
of a President. To have left the choice of the chief magis
trate to a direct popular vote over the whole country would 
have raised a dangerous excitement, and would have given too 
much encouragement to candidates of merely popular gifts. 
To have entrusted it to Congress would have not only sub
jected the executive to the legislature in violation of the prin
ciple which requires these departments to be kept distinct, but 
have tended to make him the creature of one particular faction 
instead of the choice of the nation, Hence the device of a 
double election was. adopted, perhaps with a faint reminiscence 
of the methods by which the Doge was then still chosen at 
Venice and the Roman Emperor in Germany. The Constitution I 
directs each State to choose a number of presidential electors, 
.equal to the number of its representatives in both Houses of 
Congress. Some weeks later, these electors meet in each State 
on a day fixed by law, and give their votes in writing for the 
President and Vice-President.l The votes are transmitted, 
sealed up, to the capital and there opened by the president of 

short duration of his power, but also by tbe existence of another consul with 
equal powers. So tbe Americans hoped to restrain tbeir President not merely 
hy tbe shortness of his term, hut also hy diminishing tbe power which tbey 
left to him; and tbis tbey did by setting up another autbority to which they 
entrusted certain executive functions, making its consent necessary to tbe 
validity .of certain classes of tbe President's executive acts. This is tbe 
Senate, whereof more anon. 

1 Originally tbe person who received most votes WlIS deemed to have heen 
chosen President, and tbe person who stood second, Vice-President. This led 
to confusion, and was accordingly altered by tbe twelfth constitutional amend· 
ment, adopted in 1804, which provides tbat tbe President and Vice-President 
shall be voted for separately. 
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the Senate in the presence of both Houses and counted. To 
preserve the electors from the influence of faction, it is pro
vided that they shall not be members of. Congress, nor holders 
of any Federal office. This plan was expected to secure the 
choice by the best citizens of each State, in a tranquil and 
deliberate way, of the man whom they in their unfettered dis
cretion should deem fittest to be chief magistrate of the U mono 
Being themselves chosen electors on account of their personal 
merits, they would be better qualified than the masses to select 
an able and honourable man for President. Moreover, as the 
votes are counted promiscuonsly, and not by States, each elec
tor's voice would have its weight. He might be in a minority 
in his own State, but his vote would nevertheless tell becanse 
it would be added to those given by electors in other States 
for the same candidate. 

No part of their scheme seems to have been regarded by the 
constitution-makers of 1787 with more complacency than this/ 
although no part had caused them so much perplexity. No 
part has so utterly belied their expectations. The presidential 
electors have become a mere cog-wheel in the machine; a mere 
contrivance for giving effect to the decision of the people. 
Their personal qualifications are a matter of indifference. 
They have no discretion, but are chosen under a pledge - a 
pledge of honour merely, but a pledge which has never (since 
1796) been violated-to vote for a particular candidate. In 
choosing them the people virtually choose the President, and 
thus the very thing which the men of 1787 sought to prevent 
has happened, - the President is chosen by a popular vote. 
Let ns see how this has come to pass. 

In the first two presidential elections (in 1789 and 1792) the 
iAdependence of the electors did not come into question, because 
everybody was for Washington, and parties had not yet been 
fully developed. Yet in the election of 1792 it was generally 
uuderstood that electors of one way of thinking were to vote 
for Clinton 88 their second candidate (i.e. for Vice-President) 
and those of the other side for John Adams. In the third 

1 .. The mode of appointment of the chief magistrate of the United States is 
almost the only part of the system which haa escaped without some censure, 
or which haa received the slightest mark of approhation from Its opponents." 
-Federalul, No. lxvii., cf. No. L and see the observations of 1IIr. Wilaon in 
the Convention of Pennsylvania; Elliot's Debale8, vol. Ii. 
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election (1796) no pledges were exacted from electors, but the 
election contest in which they were chosen was conducted on 
party lines, and although, when the"voting by the electors 
arrived, some few votes were scattered among other persons, 
there were practically only two presidential candidates before 
the country, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, for the 
former of whom the electors of the Federalist party, for the 
latter those of the Republican (Democratic)1 party were 
expected to vote. The fourth election was a regular party 
struggle, carried on in obedience to party arrangements. Both 
Federalists and Republicans put the names of their candidates 
for President and Vice-President before the country, and 
round these names the battle raged. The notion of leavIng 
any freedom or discretion to the electors had vanished, for it 
was felt that an issue so great must and could be decided by 
the nation alone. From that day till now there has never 
been any question of reviving the true and original intent of 
the plan of double election. Even in 1876 the suggestion that 
the disputed election might be settled by leaving the electors 
free to choose, found no favor. Hence nothing has ever turned 
on the personality of the electors. They are now so little 
significant that to enable the voter to know for which set of 
electors his party desires him to vote, it is often thought well to 
put the name of the presidential candidate whose interest they 
represent at the top of the voting ticket on which their own 
names are printed.. Nor need this extinction of the discretion 
of the electors be regretted, because what has happened in 
somewhat similar cases makes it certain that the electors would 
have so completely fallen under the control of the party organ
izations as to vote simply at the bidding of the party man
agers. Popular election is therefore, whatever may be its 
defects, a healthier method, for it enables the people to reject 
candidates whom the low morality of party managers would 
approve. 

The completeness and permanence of this change has been 
assured by the method which now prevails of choosing the 
electors. The Constitution leaves the method to each State, 
and in the earlier days many States entrusted the choice to 

1 The party then called Republican has for the last sixty years or so been 
called Democratic. The party now called Republican did not arise till 18M. 
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their legislatures. But as democratic principles became devel
oped, the practice 01 choosing the electors by direct popular' 
vote, originally adopted by Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Mary
land, spread by degrees through the other States, till by 1832 
South Carolina was the only State which retained the method 
of appointment by the legislature. She dropped it in 1868, 
and popular electioc now rules everywhere, though any State 
may go back to the old plan if it pleases.' In some States the, 
electors were for a time chosen by districts, like members <)f 
the House of Representatives. But the plan of choice by a 
Bingle popular vote over the whole of the State found increasing 
favour, seeing that it was in the interest of the party for the 
time being dominant in the State. In 1828 lIaryland was the 
only State which clung to district voting. She, too, adopted 
the "general ticket" system in 1832, since which year it was 
universal until 1891, when Michigan reverted to the district 
Bystem, the then dominant party in her legislature conceiving 
that they weald thereby secure some districts, and therefore 
some electors of their own colour, although they could not carry 
the State as a whole.' (This in fact happened in 1892.) Thus 
the issue comes directly before the people. The parties Domi
nate their respective candidates, as hereafter described (Chap
ters LXIX. and LXX.), a tremendous" campaign" of stump 
Bpeaking, newspaper writing, street parades, and torchlight 
processions sets in and rages for about four months: the 
polling for electors takes place early in November, on the same 
day over the wholtl Union, and when the result is known the 
contest is over, because the subsequent meeting and voting of 
the electors in their several States is mere matter of form. 

So far the method of choice by electors may seem to be 
merely a roundabout way of getting the judgment of the people. 
It is more than this. It has several singular consequences, 
unforeseen by the framers of the Constitution .. It has made 
the election virtually an election by States, for the system 
of choosing electors by "general ticket" over the whole State 
usually causes the whole weight of a State to be thrown into the 

I Colorado, Dot having time, after her admission to the Union in 1876, to 
provide by Ia" for a popular choice of electors to vote in the election of a 
I'nlIIIdent in tbe November of that year, left tbe cboice to tbe legislature, bod 
BO" electa lte presidential electors by popular vote like tbe otber States. 

II4lchigan repealed thie Ia" in 11$~, and now electe by .. general ticket." 

• • 
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scale of one candidate, that candidate whose list of electors is 
carried in the given State. l In the election of 1884, New York 
State had thirty-six electoral votes. Eac,h party ran its list or 
"ticket" of thirty-six presidential electors for the State, who 
were bound to vote for the' party's candidate, Mr. Blaine or 
Mr. Cleveland. The Democratic list (a.e. that which included 
the thirty-six Cleveland electors) was carried by a majority of 
1100 out of a total poll exceeding 1,100,000. Thus, all the 
thirty-six electoral votes of New York were secured for Mr. 
Cleveland, and these thirty-six determined the issue of the 
struggle over the whole Union, in which nearly 10,000,000 
popular votes were cast. The hundreds of thousands of votes 
given in New York for the Blaine or Republican list did not 
go to swell the support which Mr. Blaine obtained in other 
States, but were utterly lost: Hence in a presidential election, 
the struggle concentrates itself in the doubtful States, where 
the great parties are pretty equally divided, and is languid in 
States where a distinct majority either way may be anticipated, 
because, since it makes no difference whether a minority 
be large or small, it is not worth while to struggle hard 
to mcrease a minority which cannot be turned into a majority. 
And hence also a man may be, and has been,l elected Presi
dent by a minority of popular votes. 

When such has been the fate of the plan of 1787, it need 
hardly be said that the ideal President, the great and good man 
above and outside party, whom the judicious and impartial 
electors were to choose, has not been secured. The ideal was 
realized once and once only in the person of George Washing
ton. His successor in the chair ( John Adams) was a leader 

1 A list is usually carried entire if carried at all, because it would be foolish 
for the partisans of a candidate to vote for some only and not for all of the 
electors whose only function is to vote for him. However, the electors on a 
tidet seldom receIVe exactly the same number of popular votes; and thns it 
sometimes happens that when the election is close, one or two .. lectors of the 
beaten party find their way in. In California in Il!110 one out of the six electors 
in the Democratic ticket, being personally unpopular, failed to he cRrried, thongh 
the other five were. Similarly in California, Ohio and Oregon in 18112 one elector 
belonging to the defeated list was chosen, and in North Dakota was presented 
the surprising spectacle of the Republican, Democratic and .. Populist" parties 
each winning one elector. 

~ This happened in 1876, when Mr. Hayes received, on the showing of his own 
partisans 252,000 pnpnlar votes less tban those given for Mr. Tilden; and in 
1l!ll8, whe'n Mr. Harrison was 95,534 popnlar votes behind Mr. Cleveland. 

It is an odd result of the system that the hestowal of the suffrage on the 
ne<>TOes has operated against th'" Republican party which bestowed it. The 
Southern States received in respect of this increase in their voting population 
37 additional presidential votes, and these bave in the four'latest electio,\q (1880, 
1884. 1888. 1892). been all thrown for the Democratic candidate. 



CJU.P. T THE PRESIDENT 45 

of one of the two great parties then formed, the other of which 
has, with some changes, lasted down to Qur own time. J effer
BOn, who came next, was the chief of that other party, and his 
election marked its triumph. Nearly every subsequent Presi
dent has been elected as a party leader by a party vote, and 
has felt bound to carry out the policy of the men who put him 
in power. l Thus instead of getting an Olympian President 
raised above faction, America has, despite herself, reproduced 
the English system of executive government by a party 
majority, reproduced it in a more extreme form, because in 
England the titular head of the State, in whose name adminis
trative acts are done, stands in isolated dignity outside party 
politics. The disadvantages of the American plan are patent; 
but in practice they are less serious than might be expected, 
for the responsibility of a great office and the feeling that he 
represents the whole nation tend to sober and cOJ:ltrol the 
President. Except as regards patronage, he has seldom acted 
as a mere tool of faction, or sought to abuse his administrative 
powers to the injury of his political adversaries. 

The Constitution prescribes no limit for the re-eligibility of 
I the President. He may go on being chosen for one four 
year period after another for the term of his natural life. 
But tradition has supplied the place of law. Elected in 1789, 
Washington submitted to be re-elected in 1792. But when he 
had served this second term he absolutely refused to serve a 
third, urging the risk to republican institutions of suffering the 
same man to continue constantly in office. Jefferson, Madison, 
Monroe, and Jackson obeyed the precedent, and did not seek, 
nor their friends for them, re-election after two terms. After 
them no President was re-elected, except Lincoln, down to 
General Grant. Grant was President from 1869 to 1873, and 
again from 1873 to 1877, then came Mr. Hayes; and in 1880 
an attempt was made to break the unwritten rule in Grant's 
favour. Each party, as will be more fully explained hereafter, 
nominates its candidates in a gigantic party assembly called 
the National Convention. In the Republican party Conven-

I Jam .. Monroe wae chosen President in 1820 with practical nnanimity; 
bnt Uii. was becaD88 one of the two parties had for the time been crushed out 
and started no candidate. 80 a180 J. Q. Adama, Monroe's sneeeaaor, can hanlly 
h. called a party leader. After him the party-ehoaen Presidents go 00 with
Ollt interruption. 

• • 
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tion of 1880 a powerful group of the delegates put forward 
Grant for nomination as the party candidate, alleging his special 
services as a ground for giving him the hon,our of a third term. 
Had there-not been among the Republicans themselves a sec
tion personally hostile to Grant, or rather to those who 
surrounded him, the attempt might -hav~, succeeded, though it 
would probably have involved defeat at the polls. But this 
hostile section found the prepossession of the people against a 
third term so strong that, by appealing to the established -tradi
tion, they defeated the Grant men' iIi the Convention, and 
i>btained the nomination of Mr. Garfield, who was victorious at 
the ensuing election. This precedent has been taken as prac
tically decisive for the future, because General Grant, though 
his administration had been marked by grave faults, was an 
exceptionally popular figure. A principle affirmed against him 
is not likely to be departed from in favour of any aspirant for 
many elections to come. 

The Constitution (Amendment xii., which in this point: 
repeats th~ original Art. xi. § 1) requires for the choice of 
a President -, a majority of the whole number of electors 
appointed." If no such majority is obtained by any candi
date, i.e. if the votes of the electors are so scattered among 
different candidates, that out of the total number (which 
in 1888 was 401, and is now under the Apportionment Act 
of 1891, 444) no one receives an absolute majority (i.e. 
at least 223 votes), the choice goes over to the House of 
Representatives, who are empowered to ch90se a President 
from among the three candidates who have received the largest 
number of electoral votes. In the House the vote is taken by 
States, a majority of all the States (i.e. at present of twenty~ 
three States out of forty-four) being necessary for a choice. 
As all the members of the House from a State have but one 
collective vote, it follows that if they are equally divided 
among themselveg, the vote of that State is lost. Supposing, 
this to be the case in half the total number of States, or 
supposing the States so to scatter their votes that no candidate 
receives an absolute majority, then no President is chosen, 
and the Vice-President becomes President. 

Only twice has the election gone to the House. In 1800, 
when the rule still prevailed that the candidate with the 

(, 
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largest number of votes became President, and the candidate 
who came second Vice-President, Jefferson and Aaron Burr 
received the same number. The Jeffersonian electors meant 
to make him President, but as they had also all voted for Burr, 
there was a tie. After a long struggle the House chose 
Jefferson. Feeling ran high, and had Jefferson been kept out 
by the votes of the Federalist party, who hated him more than 
Burr, his partisans might possibly have taken up arms.l In 
1824 Andrew Jackson had 99 electoral votes, and his three 
competitors (J. Q. Adams, Crawford, and Clay) 162 votes 
between them. The House chose J. Q. Adams by a vote of 
thirteen States against seven for Jackson and four for Craw
ford.' In this mode of choice, the popular will may be still 
less recognized than it is by the method of voting through 
presidential electors, for if the twenty-three smaller States were 
through their representatives in the House to vote for candi
date A, and the twenty-one larger States for candidate B, A 
would be seated, though the population of the former set of 
States is, of course, very much below that of the latter. 

The Constitution seems, though its language is not explicit, 
to have intended to leave the counting of the votes to the 
president of the Senate (the Vice-President of the United 
States) i and in early days this officer superintended the count, 
and decided questions as to the admissibility of doubtful 
votes. However, Congress has in virtue of its right to be 
present at the counting assumed the further right of deter
mining all questions which arise regarding the validity of 
electoral votes, and has, it need hardly be said, determined 
them on each occasion from party motives. This would be 
all very well were a decision by Congress always certain of 
attainment. But it often happens that one party has a major
ity in the Senate, another party in the House, and then, as 
the two Honses vote separately and each differently from the 

1 The ... otee of two States were fOI/ a loag time divided; bat Hamilton'. 
lalla.....,. at Jast.ladoeed tbe Federaliat membel'll to abstalD from YOtlDg ageinst 
Jelfe1'llOa, whom he tbought 1_ daageJ'Ous tbaD B1lJT. His action - highly 
patriotie, for Jelfel'llOD wu hie bitter eaemy - COBt him hie life at Ban's bauds . 

• Clay, nnJaeky tbronghout in hie ambitions tor tbe preaideaey, had stood 
foartb ID tbe electoral ... ote, ... d 10 coald not be chosen by the Bouse. Jack
lOa had recelYed tbe 1argest popD1ar 'f'Ote ID thole States where electol'll were 
cboIen b,. the people • 

• 
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other, a deadlock results. I must pass by the minute and .often 
tedious controversies which have arisen on these matters. But 
one case deserves special mention, for it illustrates an ingrained 
and formidable weakness of the present electoral system. 

In 1876, Mr. Hayes was the Republican candidate for th.a 
presidency, Mr. Tilden the Democratic. The former carried 
his list of electors in seventeen States, whose aggregate electors 
numbered 163, and the latter carried his list also in seventeen 
States, whose aggregate electors numbered 184. (As the total 
number of electors was then 369, 184 was within one of being 
a half of that number.) Four States remained out of the total 
thirty-eight, and in each of these four two sets of Pllrsons had 
been choseJ.!. by popular vote, each set claiming, on grounds 
too complicated to be here explained, to be the duly chosen 
electors from those States respectively.l The electoral votes 
of these four States amounted to twenty-two, so that if in any 
one of them the Democratic set of electors had been found to 
have been duly chosen, the Democrats would have secured a 
majority of electoral votes, whereas even if in all of them 
Republican electors had been chosen, the Republican electors 
would have had a majority of one only. In such circumstances 
the only course for the Republican leaders, as good party men, 
was to claim all these doubtful States. This they promptly 
did, - party loyalty is the last virtue that deserts politicians, 
- and the Democrats did the like. 

Meanwhile the electors met and voted in their respective 
States. In the four disputed States the two seJ;s of electors 
met, voted, and sent up to Washington, from each of these 
four, double returns of the electoral votes. The result of the 
election evidently depended on the question which set of 
returns should be admitted as being the true and legal returns 
from the four States respectively. The excitement over the 
whole Union was intense, and the prospect of a peaceful set
tlement remote, for the Constitution appeared to provide no 
means of determining the legal questions involved. Congress, 

I 1 In Oregon the question was whether one of the chosen electors was dis
qualified because he was a post master. In Florida there were complaints of 
fraud, in South Carolina of intimidation, in Louisiana two rival State govern
ments existed, each claiming the right to certify electoral returns. There had 
doubtless been a good deal of fraud and some violence In several of the South. 
ern State&. 
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as remarked above, had in some previous instances assumed 
jurisdiction, but seeing that the Republicans had a majority in 
the Senate, and the Democrats in the House of Representar 
tives, it was clear that the majority in one House would vote 
for admitting the Republican returns, the majority in the other 
for admitting the Democratic. Negotiations between the lead
ers at last arranged a method of escape. A statute was passed 
creating an electoral commission of five Senators, five members 
of the House of Representatives, and five Justices of the 
Supreme Court, who were to determine all questions as to the 
admissibility of electoral votes from States sending up double 
returns. 1 Everything now turned on the composition of the 
electoral Commission, a body such as had never before been 
created. The Senate appointed three Republicans and two 
Democrats. . The House of Representatives appointed three 
Democrats and two Republicans. So far there was an exact 
balance. The statute had indicated four of the Justices who 
were to sit, two Republicans and two Democrats, and had left 
these four to choose a fifth. This fifth was the odd man 
whose casting vote would turn the scale. The four Justices 
chose a Republican Justice, and this choice practically settled 
the result, for every vote given by the members of the Com
mission was a strict party vote.' They were nearly all law
yers, and had all taken an oath of impartiality. The legal 
questions were so difficult, and for the most part so novel, that 
it was possible for a sound lawyer and honest man to take in 
each case either the view for which the Republicans or that 
for which the Democrats contended. Still it is interesting to 
observe that the legal judgment of every commissioner hap
pened to coincide with his party proclivities.8 All the points 
in dispute were settled by a vote of eight to seven in favour 

1 Power Wall reserved to Congress to set aside by a vote of both Houses the 
decisions of the Commission, but as the two Houses differed in every case, 
the Democrats of the Hou"" always voting against each determination of the 
Commission. and the Republicans of the Senate supporting it, this provision 
made no difference. 

S The Commission decided nnanimously that the Democratic set of electors 
from South Carolina were not duly chosen, bnt they divided eight to seven as 
usllal on the question of recognizing the Republican electors of that State. 

I The same phenomenon has been observed in committees of the English 
House of Commons appointed b deal with purely legal questions, or to lit In 
• virtually judicial capacity. . 
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of the returns transmitted by the Republican electors in the 
four disputed States, and Mr. Hayes was accordingly declared 
duly elected by a majority of 185 electoral votes against 184. 
The decision may have been right as matter of law - it is 
still debated by lawyers, - and there had been so much force 
and fraud on both sides in Florida, Louisiana, and South Caro
lina, that no one can say on which side substantial justice lay. 
Mr. Tilden deserves the credit of having induced his friends 
both to agree to a compromise slightly to his own disadvan
tage, and to accept peaceably, though with loud and long com
plaints, a. result which baffied their hopes. I tell the story 
here because it points to a. grave danger in the presidential 
system. The stake played for is so high that the temptation 
to fraud is immense; and as the ballots given for the electors 
by the people are received and counted by Stat.e authorities 
under State laws, an unscrupulous State faction has opportuni
ties for fraud at its command. In 1887 Congress, having had the 
subject pressed on its attention by successive Presidents, took 
steps to provide against a recurrence of the danger described. 
It passed a statute enacting that tribunals appointed, in and by 
each State shall determine what electoral votes from the State 
are legal votes; and that if the State has appointed no such 
tribunal, the two Houses of Congress shall determine which 
votes (in case of double returns) are legal. If the Houses 
differ the vote of the State is lost. It is, of course, possible 
under this plan that the State tribunal may decide unfairly; 
but the main thing is to secure some decision. . Unfairness is 
better than uncertainty. 

A President is removable during his term of office only by 
means of impeachment, a procedure familiar on both ~Siaes of. 
the Atlantic in 1787, when the famous trial of Warren Hast
ings was still lingering on at Westminster. Impeachment, 
which had played no small part in the development of English 
liberties, was deemed by the Americans of those days a valuable 
element in their new constitution, for it enabled Congress to 
depose, and the fear of it might be expected to restrain, a trea.
sonably ambitious President. In obedience to State precedents,! 

1 Impeachment was taken, not directly from English usage, but rather from 
the Constitutions of Virginia (1776), and Massachusetts (17/iO). which had. no 
doubt following the example of England, established this remedy against cul
pable officials. 
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it is by the House of Representatives that the President is 
impeached, and by the Senate, sitting as a law court, with 
the chief justice of the Supreme court, the highest legal 
official of the country, as presiding officer, that he is tried. A 
two-thirds vote is necessary to conviction, the effect of which 
is simply to remove him from and disqualify him for office, 
leaving him "liable to indictment, trial, judgment, and punish
ment, according to law" (Constitution, Art. i. § 3, Art. ii § 4). 
The impeachable offences are "treason, bribery, or other high 
crimes and misdemeanours," an expression which some have 
held to cover only indictable offences, while others extend it 
to include acts done in violation of official duty and against 
the interests of the nation, such acts, in fact, as "were often 
grounds for the English impeachments of the seventeenth cen
tury.· As yet, Andrew Johnson is the only President who has 
been impeached. His foolish and headstrong conduct made 
his removal desirable, but as it was doubtful whether any 
.single offence justified a conviction, several of the senatOrs 
politically opposed to "him voted for acqnittal! A two-thirds 
majority not having been secured upon anyone article (the 
numbers being thirty-five for conviction, nineteen for acquit
tal) he was declared acqnitted. 

In case of the removal of a President by impeachment, or of 
his death, resignation, or inability to discharge his duties, the 
Vice-President steps into his place. The Vice-President is 
chosen at the same time, by the same electors, and in the same 
manner as the President. His only functions are to preside 
in the Senate and to succeed the President. Failing both 
President and Vice-President it was formerly provided by stat
ute, not by the Constitution, that the presiding officer for the" 
time being o~ the Senate should succeed to the presidency, 
and, failing him, the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
To this plan there was the obvious objection that it might 
th~ow power into the hands of the party opposed to that to 
which the lately deceased President belonged; and it has there
fore been now (by an Act of 1886) enacted that on the death 
of a President (including a Vice-President who has succeeded 

I Thll)' may have donbted the expediency of dlep1acing him at that" moment; 
or their political prepoS8e88io08 against him may have been restrained by a 
donbt whether the evidence was sufficient to snpport a quasi-«iminal "Charge. 

• 
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to the Presidency) the secretary of state shall succeed, and 
after him other officers of the Administration, in the order of 

!:t their rank. ~r Presidents (Harrison, Taylor, Lincoln, Gar
fiel~ have died in office, and been succeeded by Vice-Presidents, 
and in the first and third of these instances the succeeding Vice
President has reversed the policy of his predecessor, and be
come involved in a quarrel with the party which elected him, 
such as has never yet broken out between a man elected to be 
President and his party. In practice very little pains are 
bestowed on the election of a Vice-President. The convention 
which selects the party candidates usually gives the nomina
tion to this post to a ma.n in the second rank, sometimes as a 
consolation to a disappointed candidate for the presidential 
nomination, sometimes to a friend of such a disappointed can
didate in order to "placate" his faction, sometimes as a' com
pliment to an, elderly leader who is personally popular. If 
the party carries its candidate for President, it also as a mat
ter of course carries its candidate for Vice-President, and thus. 
if the President happens to die, a man of small account may 
step into the chief magistracy of the nation. 



CHAPTER VI 

PRESIDENTIAL POWERS AND DUTIES 

THE powers and duties of the President as head of the Federal 
executive are the following:-

Command of Federal army and navy and of militia of several 
States when called into service of the United States. 

Power to Inake treaties, but with advice and consent of the 
Senate, i.e. consent of two-thirds of senators present. 

" to appoint ambassadors and consuls, judges of Supreme 
court, and all other higher Federal officers, but with 
advice and consent of Senate. 

" to grant reprieves and pardons for offences against the 
United States, except in cases of impeachment. 

" to convene both Houses on extraordinary occasions . 
.. to disagree with (i.e. to send back for re-consideration) 

any bill or resolution passed by Congress, but subject to 
the power of Congress to finally pass the same, after re
consideration, by a two-thirds majority in each House. 

Duty to inform Congress of the state of the Union, and to 
recommend measures to Congress. 

II to commission all the officers of the United States . 
.. to receive foreign ambassadors . 
.. to take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 

These functions group themselves into four classes
Those which relate to foreign affairs. 
Those which relate to domestic adIninistration. 
Those which concern legislation. 
The power of appointment. 

The conduct of foreign policy would be a. function of the 
utmost importance did not America., happy America., stand 
apart in a world of her own, unassailable by European powers, 
easily superior to the other republics of her continent, but with 
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no present motive for aggression upon them. The Presiden~ 
however, has not a free hand in foreign policy. He cannot 
declare war, for that belongs to Congress, though to be sure he 
may, as President Polk did in 1845--6, bring affairs to a point 
at which it is hard for Congress to refrain from the declaration. 
Treaties require the approval of two-thirds of the Senate; and 
in order to secure this, it is usually necessary for the Executive 
to be in constant communication with the Foreign Affairs Com
mittee of that body. The House of Representatives has no 
legal right to interfere, but it often passes resolutions enjoin. 
ing or disapproving a particular line of policy; and sometimes 
invites the Senate to coincide in these expressions of opinion, 
which then become weightier. The President is nowise bound 
by such resolutions, and has more than once declared that he 
does not regard them. But as some treaties, especially com
mercial trel).ties, cannot be carried out except by the aid of 
statutes, and as no war can be entered on without votes of 
money, the House of Representatives can sometimes indirectly 
make good its claim to influence. Many delicate questions, 
some of them not yet decided, have arisen upon these points, 
which the Constitution has, perhaps unavoidably, left in half
light. In all free countries it is most difficult to define the 
respective spheres of the legislature and executive in foreign 
affairs, for while publicity and parliamentary control are needed 
to protect the people, promptitude and secrecy are the condi
tions of diplomatic success. Practically, however, and for the 
purposes of ordinary business, the President is independent of 
the House, while the Senate, though it can prevent his settling 
anything, cannot keep him from unsettling everything. He, 
or rather his secretary of state, for the President has rarely. 
leisure to give close or continuous attention to foreign policy, 
retains an unfettered initiative, by means of which he may 
embroil the country abroad or excite passion at home. 

The domestic authority of the President is in time of peace 
small, because by far the larger part of law and administration 
belongs to the State governments, and because Federal admin
istration is regulated by statutes which leave little discretion to 
the executive. In war time, however, and especially in a civil 
war, it expands with portentous speed. Both as commander-in
chief of the army and navy, and as charged with the "fllithful 



CIl~P. VI l'llESIDENTlAL POWEllS AND Dt:lTIF:S 

execution of the laws," the President is likely to be led to 
assume all the powers which the emergency requires. How 
much he can legally do without the aid of statutes is disputed., 
for the acts of President Lincoln during the earlier part of the 
War of Secession, including his proclamation suspending the 
writ of Habeaa Oorpus, were subsequently legalized by Con
gress; but it is at least clear that Congress can make him, as 
it did make Lincoln, almost a dictator. And how much the 
war power may include appears in this, that by virtue. of it 
and without any previous legislative sanction President Lincoln 
issued his emancipation proclamations of 1862 and 1863, declar· 
ing all slaves in the insurgent States to be thenceforth free, 
although these States were deemed to be in point of law still 
members of the Union.1 

It devolves on the executive as well as on Congress to give 
effect to the provisions of the Constitution whereby"a republi
can form of government is guaranteed to every State: and a 
State may, on the application of its legislature, or executive 
(when the legislature cannot be convened\, obtain protection 
against domestio violence. Where, as in Louisiana in 1813, 
there are two governments disputing by force the control of a 
State, or where an insurrection breaks out, as in Rhode Island 
in 1840-2, this power becomes an important one, for it involves 
the employment of troops, and enables the President (since it 
is usually on him that the duty falls) to establish the govem
ment he prefers to recognize.1 Fortunately the case has been 
of rare occurrence. 

I The proclamation WIllI upreeeed not to appiy to States which had not 
-..ceded, nor to 8DCb parte of aecedlng States as had then already been recon
qnered by the northern armies. Slavery was finally legally extinguished 
eYerywbere by the thirteentb constitutional amendment of 186/i. 

I In the Lonlalana ease Federal troops were employed: In tbe Rhode Island 
ease the Preeident antborized the employment of tbe militia of Maaaacbnaetta 
and Conneetlent, bnt the Rhode Island troops 8IlCCeeded in snppressing tbe 
rebellion, wboae leader WIllI nltlmately convicted of blgb treason against tbe 
State and Imprisoned. See as to tbe j!1I8rantee of order and republican gov
ernment in the States, tbe CASe of M.ther v. Borden (7 How. 42) and the 
instructive article of .Judge T. M. Cooley in tbe Intematitmal RetlietD for 
.January 18711.. He obeerves: .. The obligation to guarantee a republican form 
of government to tbe States, and to protect them against Invasion and domes
tie violen'l8, 18 one imposed upon 'the United States! The Implication 18 that 
the duty WIllI not to depend for ita fnlfilment on the legislative department 
uclnaively, bll& that all departmenta of the government, or at least more than 

• 
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The President has the right of speaking to the nation by 
addresses or proclamations, a right not expressly conferred 
by the Constitution, but inherent in his position. Occasions 
requiring its exercise are uncommon. On entering office, it is 
usual for the new magistrate to issue an inaugural address, 
stating his views on current public questions. Washington 
also put forth a farewell address, but Jackson's imitation of 
that famous document was condemned as a piece of vain-glory. 
It is thought bad taste for the President to deliver stump 
speeches, and Andrew Johnson injured himself by the prac
tice. But he retains that and all other rights of the ordinary 
citizen, including the right of voting at Federal as well as 
State elections in his own State. And he has sometimes taken 
an active, though a covert, share in the councils of his own 
party. 

The position of the President as respects legislation is a 
peculiar one. The King of England is a member of the Eng
lish legislature, because Parliament is in theory his Great 
Council which he summons and in which he presides, hearing 
the complaints of the people, and devising legislative reme
dies.1 It is as a member of the legislature that he assents to 
the bills it presents to him, and the term "veto power." since 
it suggests an authority standing outside to approve or reject, 
does not happily describe his right of dealing with a measure 
which has been passed by the council over which he is deemed 
to preside, though he now no longer appears in it except at the 
beginning and ending of a session. The American President 
is not a member of either House of Congress. He is a sepa
rate authority whom the people, for the sake of protecting 
themselves against abuses of legislative power, have associated 

one were or might be charged with Bome duty in this regard. It has been 
COl;gress which hitherto has assumed to act upon the guarantee, while appli
cation for prot.ection against domestic violence has, on the oth;er hand, been 
made to the President. From the nature of the case the judiCIary can have. 
little or nothing to do with qnestions arising under this provision of the 
Constitution." . 

1 It need hardly be said that the actnal separation of Parliament i~to two 
branches, each of which deliberates apart under the presidency of Its own 
chairman (the chairman of one House named by the sovereign, whom he 
represents, that of the other chosen by the House, but approved by the sover
ehm). does not ex~lllde the theory that the King Lords and Commons consti. 
tute the common council of the nation. 
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with the legislature for the special purpose of arre;st1ff;~_ 
action by his disapprovaP So again the King of England can 
initiate legislation. According to the older Constitution, stat
utes purported to be made, and were till the middle of the 
fifteenth century actually made, by him, but "with the advice 
and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and of the 
Co=ons." I According to modern practice, nearly all impor
tant measures are brought into Parliament by his ministers, 
and nominally under his instructions. The American Presi
dent caunot introduce bills, either directly or through his min
isters, for they do not sit in Congress.8 All that the Constitu
tion permits him to do in this direction is to inform Congress 
of the state of the nation, and to recommend the measures· 
which his experience in administration shows to be necessary. 
This latter function is discharged by the messages which the 
President addresses to Congress. The most important is that 
Bent at the beginning of each session. 

George Washingli9n used to deliver his addresses orally, like 
an English king, and drove in a coach and six to open Congress 
with something of an English king's state. But Jefferson, when 
his turn came in 1801, whether from republican simplicity, as 
he said himself, or because he was a poor speaker, as his critics 
said, began the practice of sending co=unications in writing; 

I The term .. veto" W88 not used In the Convention of 1787: men talked of 
the President' ... qualified negative." 

I In the fourteenth centnry English statutes are expressed to be made by 
the king, .. par conaeil et par 88Bentement" of the lords and the commonalty. 
The words .. by tbe authority" of the Lords and Commons first appear in the 
eleventh year of Henry VL (1433), and from the first of Henry VII. (1485) 
downwards a form substantially the same 88 the present is followed, viz. .. Be 
It enacted by the Queen's most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, and by the 
authority of the same." 

• Nevertbeless, the Congressional Globe for July 14, 1862, records that 
.. Tbe President (pro tempore) of tbe Senate presented the following message 
from the J'resident of the United States: • Fellow Citizens of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives: Herewith is the draft of a bill to compensate 
any State which may abolish slavery within its limits, the passage of which, 
8ubstsntially 88 presented, I respectfully and earnestly recommend. Abraham 
Uncoln.' " The bill was thereupon read a second time, and a debate arose 
as to whether the President had a right to submit bills. In the House the 
message .. a whole W88 referred to the Special Committee on Emancipation. 
Thl, _me to be the only instance in which a President has submitted a draft 
bilL 

• 
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and this haa been followed ever since. The message usuall, 
discusses the leading questions of the moment, indicates mis· 
chiefs needing a remedy, and suggests the requisite legislation. 
But as no bills are submitted by the President, and as, even 
were he to submit them, no one of his ministers sits in either 
House to explain and defend them, the message. is a shot in the 
air without practical result. It is rather a manifesto, or decla
ration of opinion and policy, than a step towards legislation. 
Congress is not moved: members go their own ways and bring 
in their own bills. 

Far more effective is the President's part in the last stage of 
legislation, for here he finds means provided for carrying out 
his will. When a bill is presented to him, he may sign it, and 
therewith make it law. If, however, he disapproves of it, he re
turns it within ten days to the House in which it originated, 
with a statement of his grounds of disapproval. If both Houses 
take up the bill again and pass it by a two-thirds majority in 
each House, it becomes law forthwith without requiring the 
President's signature.l If it fails to obtain this majority it 
drops. 

Considering that the arbitrary use, by George III. and his 
colonial governors, of the power of refusing bills passed by a 
colonial legislature had been a chief cause of the Revolution of 
1776, it is to the credit of the Americans that they mserted 
this apparently undemocratic provision (which, however, ex
isted in the Constitution of Massachusetts of 1780) in the Con
stitution of 1789." It has worked wonderfully well. Most 
Presidents have employed it sparingly, and only where they 
felt either that there was a case for delay, or that the country 
would support them against the majority in . Congress. Per
verse or headstrong Presidents have been generally defeated 
by the use of the tyvo-thirds vote to pass the bill over their 
objections. Washington" returned" or vetoed two bills only; 
his successors down till 1830, seven. Jackson made a bolder 
use of his power - a use which his opponents denoUnced as 
opposed to the spirit of the Constitution: yet until the accession 

Ilf Congress adjourns within the ten days allowed the President for return· 
Ing the bill it is lost. His retaining It under these circumstances at the end 
of a session is popularly called a ~. pooket veto." 

II The New York State Constitution ot 1777 gave a veto to the Governor and 
Judges of the highest Court acting together. 
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of President Cleveland in 1885 the total number vetoed was 
only 132 (including the so-called pocket vetoes) in ninety
six years} Mr. Cleveland vetoed 301, the great majority 
being bills for granting pensions to persons who served in 
the northern armies during the War of Secession.1 Though 
many of these bijIs had been passed with little or no opposi
tion, two only were repassed over his veto. The only Presi
dent who acted recklessly was Andrew Johnson. In the 
course of his three years' struggle with Congress, he returned 
the chief bills passed for carrying out their Reconstruction 
policy, but as the majority opposed to him was large in both 
Houses, thtlse bills were promptly passed over his veto. 

So far from exciting the displeasure of the people by resist
ing the will of their representatives, a President generally 
gains popularity by the bold use of his veto power. It con
veys the impression of firmness; it shows that he has a view 
and does not fear to give effect to it. The nation, which has 
often good grounds for distrusting Congress, a body liable to 
be moved by sinister private influences, or to defer to the 
clamour of some noisy section outside, looks to the man of its 
choice to keep Congress in order, and has approved the exten
sion which practice has given to the power. The President's 
"qualified negative" was proposed by the Convention of 1181 
for the sake of protecting the Constitution, and in particu
lar, the executive, from Congressional encroachments. It has 
now come to be nsed on grounds of general expediency, to 
defeat any measure which the Executive deems pernicious 
either in principle or in its probable results. 

I Of thlllle 132 (some reckon 128), 21 emanated from JohDaon and 43 from 
Grant, while John Adama, JeffelBOn, J. Q. Adams, Van Bnren, Taylor, and 
Fillmore sent no veto meeeagea at all. {W. H. Harrison and Garfield died 
before they had any opportunity.: Among the moat important vetoes were 
those of aevera! roooD8trnetion billa by JohDaon (these were re-passed hy two
third. 'rotes) , tbat of a paper cnrrency measnre, the eo-caJJed ID1Iation Bill, 
by Grant, and that of the Dependent PeDBion Bill by Cleveland. No bill was 
paMed .. over a 'reto" notil lS4ll. Presidents have occasionally (e.g. Lincoln 
more than once; in signing a hill atatM objecti0D8 to it whlch Congreaa baa 
therenpon obviated by anpplementary legisJation. 

• Ont of these 433 'retoed billa only 29 were paaaed over the 'reto, 111 of these 
ID the time of Johnson. . 

The nnmbers are differently reckoned by different anthorities. I have here 
followed the ealcnlatiOD of Mr. E. C. Mason, ID hie clear and naefnl _y in 
Barf1Q:'!1 Butorical Mono{lf'oplu, Boaton, llI9L 

• 
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The reasons why the veto provisions of the Constitution 
have succeeded appear to be two. One is that the President, 
being an elective and not a hereditary magistrate, is responsible 
to the people, and has the weight of the people behind him. 
The people regard him as an indispensable check, not only 
upon .the haste and heedlessness of their representatives, the 
faults which the framers of the Constitution chiefly feared, but 
upon their tendency, a tendency whose mischievous force ex
perience has revealed, to yield either to pressure from any 
section of their constituents, or to temptations of a private 
nature. The other reason is that a. veto need never take effect 
unless there is a minority exceeding one-third in one or other 
House of Congress, which agrees with the President. Such a. 
minority shares his responsibility and encourages him to resist 
the threats of a majority: while if he has no substantial sup
port in public opinion, his opposition is easily overborne. 
Hence this arrailgement is preferable to a plan, such as that of 
the French Constitution of 17911 (under which the Iring's veto 
could be overridden by passing a. bill in three successive 
years), for enabling the executive simply to delay the passing 
of a measure which may be urgent, or which a. vast majority 
of the legislature may desire. In its practical working the 
presidential veto power furnishes an interesting illustration of 
the tendency of unwritten or flexible constitutions to depart 
from, of written or rigid constitutions to cleave to, the letter 
of the law. The strict legal theory-of the rights of the head 
of the state is in this point exactly the same in England and 
in America. But whereas it is now the undoubted duty of an 
English king to assent to every bill passed by both Houses of 
Parliament, however strongly he may personally disapprove 
its provsions, I it is the no less undoubted duty of an American 

1 As th~~ajOrity in France was nnable to attain its will by constitntional 
means with nt waiting three years, it was the more disposed to overthrow the 
Constitntion. 

S Qneen El ~beth, in A.D. 15m, assented to forty-three bills passed in that 
session, and "~vised herself" npon forty-eight. William ill. refnsed his 
assent to Ii ve bills. The last instance of the nse of the .. veto power" in Eng
land was by Qneen Anne in 1701 on a Scotch militia bill. Mr. Todd (Parli ... 
mentary Government ira the Engli!h C%nit!, ii. p. 319) mentions that in 
1858 changes in a private railway bill were compelled by an intimation to its 
promoters that, if they were not made, the royal power of rejection would be 
exercised. 
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President to exercise his independent judgment on every bill, 
not sheltering himself Wlder the representatives of the people, 
or foregoing his own opinion at their bidding.l 

As the President is charged with the whole Federal adminis
tration, and responsible for its due conduct, he must of course 
be allowed to choose his executive subordinates. But as he 
may abuse this tremendous power the Constitution associates 
the Senate with him, requiring the "advice and consent" of 
that body to the appointments he makes.! This confirming 
power has become a political factor of the highest moment. 
The framers of the Constitution probably meant nothing more 
than that the Senate should check the President by rejecting 
nominees who were personally Wlfit for the post to which he 
proposed to appoint them. The Senate has always, except in 
its struggle with President Johnson, left the President free to 
choose his cabinet ministers. But it early assumed the right 
of rejecting a nominee to any other office on any groWld which 
it pleased, as for instance, if it disapproved his political affilia.
tions, or wished to spite the President. Presently the senators 
from the State wherein a Federal office to which the President 
had made a nomination lay, being the persons chie:O.y interested 
in the appointment, and most entitled to be listened to by the 
rest of the Senate when conside$g it, claimed to have a para.-

1 The practical dl8uee of the .. veto power" in England 18 due not merely to 
the decline In the anthorlty of the Crown, bnt to tbe fact tbat. since tbe Revo
lution, the Crown acta only on the advice of responsible ministers, wbo neces
MrIly command a majority in the Houee of Commons. A bill tberefore caunot 
be JlIIIlI8d against the wishes of the minl8try unless in tbe rare case of tbeir 
being mlnlatelll on lIlllferance, and even in that event they wonld be able to 
p",vent ita passing by advising tbe Crown to prorogue or dl8solve Parliament 
before it bad guue throngb all ita stages. In 1868 a bill (the Irisb Cbnrcb Sus
peD810n Bill) wee carried through the House of Commons by Mr. Gladstone 
against the opposition of the tben Tory ministry which was holding office on 
mlleranee; bnt It wee rejected on second reading by a large majority in tbe 
Bouee of LoIde. Had tbat Houee _mad likely to accept it tbe case wonld 
ha .... arisen which I have referred to, and the only course for the minl8try 
would ha .... been to dI8eolve Parliament. 

It was urged against the provision in the CoD8titution of 1789 for the PreeI
dent'. Teto that the power would be useless, because in England tbe Crown 
did not Tenture to use it. Wilson replied by observing that the English Crown 
bad not only pl'llCtically an antecedent negatiTe, but also a means of defeating 
a bill In the Bouse of Lonls by creating new peers.-ElIiot's Debates, ii. 
p.4711 

I Con~ Ia hoWl!'f'81' permitted to Test in the President alone the appoint
ment to euch .. Infericw officel " as it thinka fit • 

• 
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mount voice in deciding whether the nomination should be con
firmed. Their colleagues approving, they then -proceeded to 
put pressure on the President. They insisted that before mak
ing a nomination to an office in any State he should consult the 
senators from that State who belonged to his own party, and 
be guided by their wishes. Such an arrangement benefited all 
senators alike, because each obtained the right of practically 
dictating the appointments to those Federal offices which he 
most cared for, viz. those within his own State; and each was 
therefore willing to support his colleagues in securing the same 
right for themselves as regarded their States respectively. Of 
course when a senator belonged to the party opposed to the 
President, he had no claim to interfere, because places are as a 
matter of <lourse given to party adherents only. When both 
senators belonged to the President's party they agreed among 
themselves as to the person whom they should require the 
President to nominate. By this system, which obtained the 
name of the Courtesy of the Senate, the President was practi
cally enslaved as regards appointments, because his refusal to 
be guided by the senator or senators within whose State the 
office lay exposed him to have his nomination rejected. The 
senators, on the other hand, obtained a mass of patronage by 
means of which they could reward their partisans, control the 
Federal civil se~ants of their State, and build up a faction 
devoted to their interests. 1 Successive Presidents chafed under 
the yoke, and sometimes carried their nominees either by mak
ing a bargain or by fighting hard with the senators who sought 
to dictate to them. But it was generally more prudent to 
yield, for an offended senator could avenge a defeat by playing 
the President a shrewd trick in some other matter; and as the 
business of confirmation is transacted in secret session, in
triguers have little fear of the public before their eyes. The 
senators might, moreover, argue that they knew best what 
would strengthen the party in their State, and that the men of 
their choice were just as likely to be good as those whom some 
private friend suggested to the President. Thus the system 

1 As the Ho~ of Representatives could not allow the Senate to engross all 
the Federal patronage, there has been a tendency towards a sort of arrang&
ment. according to which the greater State offices belong to the senators, while 
IIi regards the lesser ones, lying within their respective Congressional districts, 
member8 of the House are recognized as entitled to recommend candidates. 



C:IIAP. VI PRESIDENTIAL POWERS AND DUTIES 68 

throve and still thrives, though it received a blow from the 
conflict in 1881 between President Garfield and one of the New 
York senators, Mr. Roscoe Conkling. This gentleman, finding 
that }[r. Garfield would not nominate to a Federal office in that 
State the person he proposed, resigned his seat in the Senate, 
inducing his co-senator Mr. Platt to do the same. Both then 
offered themselves for re-election by the State legislature of 
New York, expecting to obtain from it an approval of their 
action, and thereby to cow the President. The State legisla
ture, however, in which a faction hostile to the two senators 
had become powerful, rejected Mr. Conkling and Mr. Platt in 
favour of other candidates. So the victory remained with Mr. 
Garfield, while the nation, which had watched the contest 
eagerly, rubbed its hands in glee at the unexpected denouement. 

It need hardly be added that the "Courtesy of the Senate" 
would never have attained its present strength but for the 
growth in and since the time of President Jackson, of the so
called Spoils System, whereby holders of Federal offices have 
been turned out at the accession of a new President to make 
way for the aspirants whose services, past or future, he is 
expected to requite or secure by the gift of places.l 

The right of the President to remove from office has given 
rise to long controversies on which I can only touch. In the 
Constitution there is not a word about removals j and very 
soon after it had come into force the question arose whether, 
as regards those offices for which the confirmation of the 
Senate is required, the President could remove without its 
consent. Hamilton had argued in the Federalist (though there 
is reason to believe that he afterward$ changed his opinion) 
that the President could not so remove, because it was not 
to be supposed that the Constitution meant to give him so 
immense and dangerous a reach of power. Madison argued 
soon after the adoption of the Constitution that it did permit 
him so to remove, because the head of the executive must have 
subordinates whom he can trust, and may discover in those 
whom he has appointed defects fatal to their usefulness. This 
was also the view of Chief-J ustice Marshall. When the 
question came to be settled in the Senate during the presi
dency of Washington, Congress, influenced perhaps by respect 

I See Chapter LXV. on the Spoils System in VoL n. 
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for his perfect uprightness, took the Madisonian view and 
recognized the. power of removal as vested in the President 
alone. So matters stood till a conflict arose in 1866 between 
President Johnson and the Republican majority in both Houses 
of Congress. In 1861, Congress fearing that the President 
would dismiss a great number of officials who sided with it 
against him, passed an Act, known as the Tenure of Office 
Act, which made the consent of the Senate necessary to the 
removal of office-holders, even of the President's (so-called) 
cabinet ministers, permitting him only to suspend them from 
office during the time when Congress was not sitting. The 
constitutionality of this Act has been much doubted, and its 
policy' is now generally condemned. It was a blow struck in: 
the heat of passion. When President Grant succeeded in 
1869, the Act was greatly modified, and in 1881 it was repealed. 

How dangerous it is to leave all offices tenable at the mere 
pleasure of a partisan Executive using them for party pur
poses, has been shown by the fruits of the Spoils system. On: 
the other hand a President ought to be free to choose his chief 
advisers and ministers, and even in the lower ranks of the civil 
service it is hard to secure efficiency if a specific cause, such 
as could be proved to a jury, must be assigned for dismissal. 

The Constitution permits Congress to vest in the Courts of 
Law or in "the heads of departments" the right of appointing 
to "inferior offices." This provision has been used to remove 
many posts from the nomination of the President, and by the 
Civil Service Reform Act of 1883 competitive examinations 
have been instituted for about 34,000. A great number how
ever, roughly estimated at 3500, and including more than 2000 
post-mastersllips and some 600 places nnder the Treasury, 
remain in the free gift of the President; while even as regards 
those which lie with his m.inisters, he may be invoked if dis
putes arise between the minister and politicians pressing the 
claims of their respective friends. The business of nominating 
is in ordinary times so engrossing as to leave the chief mag
istrate of the nation little time for his other functions. -

Artemus Ward's description of Abraham Lincoln swept 
along from room to room in the White House by a rising tide 
of office' seekers is hardly an exaggeration. From the 4th of 
March, when Mr. Garfield came into power, till he was sho~ 
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in the July following, he was engaged almost incessantly in 
questions of patronage.1 Yet the President's individual judg
ment has little scope. He must reckon with the Senate; he 
must requite the supporters of the men to whom he owes his 
election: he must so distribute places all over the country as 
to keep the local wire-pullers in good humour, and generally 
strengthen the party by "doing something" for those who have 
worked or will work for it. Although the minor posts are 
practically left to the nomination of the senators or congress
men from the State or district, conflicting claims give infinite 
trouble, and the more lucrative offices are numerous enough to 
make the task of selection laborious as well as thankless and 
disagreeable. In every country statesmen find the dispensing of 
patronage the most disagreeable part of their work; and the more 
conscientious they are, the more does it worry them. No one has 
more to gain from a thorough scheme of ci vil service reform than 
the President. The present system makes a wire-puller of him. It 
throws work on himllnworthyof a fine intellect, and for which a 
man of fine intellect may be ill qualified. On the other hand the 
President's patronage is, in the hands of a skilful intriguer, an 
engine of far-spreading potency. By it he can oblige a vast num
ber of persons, can bind their interests to his own, can fill impor
tant places with the men of his choice. Such authority as he has 
over the party in Congress, and therefore "ver the course of leg
islation, such influence as he exerts on his party in the several 
States, and therefore over the selection of candidates for Con
gress, is due to his patronage. Unhappily, the more his patron
age is used for these purposes, the more it is apt to be diverted 
from the aim of providing the·country with the best officials. 

In quiet times the power of the President is not great. He 
is hampered at every turn by the necessity of humouring his 
party. He is so much engrossed by the trivial and mechanical 
parts of his work as to have little leisure for framing large 
schemes of policy, while in carrying them out he needs the co
operation of Congress, which may be jealous, or indifferent, or 
hostile. He has less influence on legislation, - that is to say, 
his individual volition makes less difference to the course legis
lation takes, than the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

1 It Ie related that a friend, meeting Mr. Lincoln one day dnrlng the war, 
oboerTed, "Yon look anxiona, Mr. President; is there bad news from the 
froDt~" "No," l1118Wered the President, "it Ian't the war: it's that post;. 
masterahiD at Brownavi1Je. Ohio." 
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'In troublous times it is otherwise, for immense responsibility is 
then thrown on one who is both the commander-in-chief and 
the head of the civil executive. Abraham Lincoln wielded 
more authority than any single Englishman has done since 
Oliver Cr?mwelL It is true that the ordinary law was for 
some particular purposes practically suspended during the 
War of Secession. But it will always have to be similarly 
suspended in similar crises, and the suspension makes the 
President a sort of dictator. 

Setting aside these exceptional moments, the dignity and 
power of the President have, except as respects the increase 
in the quantity of his patronage, grown but little during the 
last fifty years, that is, since the time of Andrew Jackson, the 
last President who, not so much through his office as by his per
sonal ascendency and the vehemence of his character, led and 
guided his party from the chair. Here, too, one sees how a 
rigid or supreme Constitution serves to keep things as they 
were. But for its iron hand, the office would surely, in a coun
try where great events have been crowded on one another and 
opinion changes rapidly under the teaching of events, have 
either risen or fallen, have gained strength or lost it. 

In no European country is there any personage to whom the 
President can be said to correspond. If we look at parlia
mentary countries like England, Italy, Belgium, he resembles 
neither the sovereign nor the prime minister, for the former is 
not a party chief at all, and the latter is palpably nothing else. 
The President enjoys more authority, if less dignity, than a 
European king. He has powers for the moment narrower than 
a European prime minister, but these powers are more secure, 
for they do not depend on the pleasure of a parliamentary 
majority, but run on to the end of his term. One naturally' 
compares him with the French president, but the latter has a 
prime minister and cabinet, dependent on the Chamber, at once 
to relieve and to eclipse him: in America the President's cabi
net is a part of himself and has nothing to do with Congress: 
The president of the Swiss Confederation is merely the chair. 
man for a year of the Administrative Federal Council (Bundes
rath), and can hardly be called the executive chief of the nation. 

The difficulty in forming a just estimate of the President's 
power arises' from the fact that it differs so much under ordi. 
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nary and under extraordinary circumstances. This is a result 
which republics might seem specially concerned to prevent, and 
yet it is specially frequent under republics, as witness the 
cases of ancient Rome and of the Italian cities in the Middle 
Ages. In ordinary times the President may be compared to 
the senior or managing clerk in a large business establishment, 
whose chief function is to select his subordinates, the policy of 
the concern being in the hands of the board of directors. But 
when foreign affairs become critical, or when disorders within 
the Union require his intervention,-when, for instance, it 
rests with him to put down an insurrection or to decide which 
of two rival State governments he will recognize and support 
}-y arms, everything may depend on his judgment, his courage, 
and his hearty loyalty to the principles of the Constitution. 

It used to be thought that hereditary monarchs were strong 
because they reigned by a right of their own, not derived from 
the people. A President is strong for the exactly opposite 
reason, because his rights come straight from the people. We 
shall have frequent occasion to observe that nowhere is the 
rule of public opinion so complete as in America, or so direct, 
that is to say, so independent of the ordinary machinery of 
government. Now the President is deemed to represent the 
people no less than do the members of the legislature. Public 
opinion governs by and through him no less than them, and 
makes him powerful even against a popularly elected Congress. 
This is a fact to be remembered by those Europeans who seek 
in the strengthening of the hereditary principle a cure for the 
faults of government by assemhlies. And it also suggests the 
risk that attaches to power vested in the hands of a leader 
directly chosen by the people. A high authority observes I :-

.. Our holiday oraton delight with patriotic fervour to draw distinctions 
between our own and other conntries, and to declare that here the law is 

I Judge T. M. Cooley, In the 1,,_ttonal RevievI for Jan. 1875. He quotes 
the worda of Edward Livingston: .. The gloss of zeal for the public service is 
a1 ..... ys spread over acta of oppression, and the people are eometimee made to 
eonaider that .. a brilliant gemon of energy in their favour which, wben 
Tiewed In Ita true ligbt, would be found a fatal blow to their rigbts. In no 
government Ia thIa ellact eo eaaiJy produoed .. In a free repnblic; party spirit, 
lneeparable from Ita eIistence, aids the illusion, and a popular leader is allowed 
in man,. instan""" impuuity, and eometlmee rewarded with applause, for acts 
which would make a tyrant tremble on his throne." 

, 
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..-
master·and the highest officer but the servant qfthe law, while even in free 
England the monarch is irresponsible and enjoys the most complete per
sonal immunity. But such comparisons are misleading, and may prove 
mischievous. In how many directions is not the executive authority in 
America practically superior to what it is in England I .And can we say 
that the President is really in any substantial sense any more the servant 
of the law than is the Queen? Perhaps if we were candid we sbould con
fess that the danger that the executive may be tempted to a disregard of the 
law may justly be believed greater in America than in countries where the 
chief magistrate comes to his office without the selection of the people; 
and where consequently their vigilance is quickened by a natural dis-
trust." .' 

Although recent Presidents have shown no disposition to 
strain their authority, it is still the fashion in America to be 
jealous of the President's action, and to warn citizens against 
what is called" the one man power." General Ulysses S. Grant 
was hardly the man to make himself a tyrant, yet the hostility 
to a third term of office which moved many people who had not 
been alienated by the faults of his administration, rested not 
merely on reverence for the example set by 'Vashington, but 
also on the fear that a President repeatedly chosen would be
come dangerous to republican institutions. This particular 
alarm seems to a.European groundless. I do not deny that a 
really great man might exert ampler authority from the presi
dential chair than its recent occupants have done. The same 
observation applies to the Popedom and even to the English 
throne. The President has a position of immense dignity, an 
unrivalled platform from which to impress his ideas (if he has 
any) upon the people. But it is hard to imagine a President 
overthrowing the existing Constitution. He has no standing 
army, and he cannot create one. Congress can checkmate him 
by stopping supplies. There is no aristocracy to rally round 
him. Every State furnishes an independent centre of resist
ance. If he were to attempt a coup d'etat, it could only be by 
appealing to the people against Congress, and Congress could 
hardly, considering that it is re-elected every two years, 
attempt to oppose the people. One must suppose a condition 
bordering oil civil war, and the President putting the resources 
of the executive at the service of one of the intending belliger
ents, already strong and organized, in order to conceive a case 
in which he will be formidable to freedom. If there be any 
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danger, it would seem to lie in another direction. The larger a 
community becomes the less does it seem to respect an assem
bly, the more is it attracted by an individual man. A bold 
President who knew himself to be supported by a majority in 
the country, might be tempted to override the law, and deprive 
the minority of the protection which the law affords it. He 
might be a tyrant, not against the masses, but with the masses. 
But nothing in the present state of American politics gives 
weight to such apprehensions. 



CHAPTER VII 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE PRESIDENCY 

AI.THOUGH the President has been, not that independent good 
eitizen whom the framers of the Constitution contemplated, but, 
at least during the last sixty years, a party man, seldom much 
above the average in character or abilities, the office has attained 
the main objects for which it was created. Such mistakes as 
have been !!lade in foreign policy, or in the conduct of the 
administrative departments, have been rarely owing to the 
constitution of the office or to the errors of its holder. This is 
more than one who should review the history of Europe during 
the last hundred years could say of any European monarchy. 
Nevertheless, the faults chargeable on hereditary kingship, 
faults more serious than Englishmen, who have watched with 
admiration the wisdom of the Crown during the 'present reign, 
usually realize, must not make us overlook certain defects inci
dental to the American presidency, perhaps to any plan of 
vesting the headship of the State in a person elected for a 
limited period. 

In a country where there is no hereditary throne nor heredi
tary aristocracy, an office raised far above all other offices 
offers too great a stimulus to ambition. This glittering prize, 
always dangling before the eyes of prominent statesmen, has a 
power stronger than any dignity under a European crown to 
lure them (as it lured Clay and Webster) from the path of 
straightforward consistency. One who aims at the presidency 
- and all prominent politicians do aim at it - has the strongest 
possible motives to avoid making enemies. Now a great states
man ought to be prepared to make enemies. It is one thing 
to try to be popular-an unpopular man will be uninfiuential 
- it is another to seek popularity by courting every section of 
your party. This is the temptation of presidential aspirants. 

70 
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A second defect is that the presidential election, occurring 
once in four years, throws the country for several months into 
a state of turmoil, for which there may be no occasion. Per
haps there are no serious party issues to be decided, perhaps 
the best thing would be that the existing Administration should 
pursue the even tenor of its way. The Constitution, however, 
requires an election to be held, so the whole costly and compli
cated machinery of agitation is put in motion j and if issues do 
not exist, they have to be created.1 Professional politicians 
who have a personal interest in the result, because it involves 
the gain or loss of office to themselves, conduct what is called. 
a ""campaign," and the country is forced into a (possibly facti
tious) excitement from midsummer, when each party selects 
the candiclate whom it will nominate, to the first week of 
November, when the contest is decided. There is some politi
cal education in the process, but it is bought dearly, not to add 
that business, and especially finance, is disturbed, and much 
money spent unproductively. 

Again, these regularly recurring elections produce a discon
tinuityof policy. Even when the new President belongs to 
the same party as his predece"ssor, he usually nominates a new 
cabinet, having to reward his especial supporters. Many of 
the inferior offices are changed j men who have learned their 
work make way for others who have everything to learn. If 
the new President belongs to the opposite party, the change 
of officials is far more sweeping, and involves larger changes of 
policy. The evil would be more serious were it not that in 
foreign policy, where the need for continuity is greatest, the 
United States has little to do, and that the co-operation of the 
Senate in this department qualifies the divergence of the ideas 
of one President from those of another. 

Fourthly. The fact that he is re-eligible once, but (practi
cally) only once, operates unfavourably on the President. He 
is tempted to play for a re-nomination by 80 pandering to active 

lin England, also, there \a necesaarlly a campaign once at leaat in every 
alx or aeven yean, when a general election takes place, and sometimes oftener. 
But note that In England (1) thia ia the only season of disturbance, whereaa 
In America the Congressional elections furniah a aeeond; (2) the period ia 
naoallyahorter (three to lix weeks, not four months); (3) there are usually 
real and momentona Issuea, dividing the great parties, which the nation baa 
to aettle. 
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sections of his own party, or so using his patronage to concili
ate influential politicians, as to make them put hlm. forward at 
the next election. On the other hand, if he is in his second 
term of office, he has no longer much motive to regard the 
interests of the nation at large, because he sees that his own 
political death is near. It may be answered that these two 
evils will correct one a.nother, that the President will in his 
first term be anxious to win the respect of the nation, in his 
second he will have no motive for yielding to the unworthy 
pressure of party wire-pullers; while in reply to the suggestion 
that if he were held ineligible for the next term, but eligible 
for any future term, both sets of evils might be avoided, and 
both sets of benefits secured, it can be argued that such a pro
vision would make that breach in policy which may now hap
pen only once in eight years, necessarily happen once in four 
years. It would, for instance, have prevented the re-election 
of Abraham Lincoln in 1864. 

The founders of the Southern Confederacy of 1861-65 were 
so much .impressed by the objections to the present system 
that they provided that their President should hold office for 
six years, but not be re-eligible. 

Fifthly. An outgoing President is a weak President. Dur
ing the four months of his stay in office after his successor 
has been chosen, he declines, except in cases of extreme neces
sity, to take any Dew departure, to embark on any executive 
policy which cannot be <:.ompleted before he quits office. This 
is, of course, even more decidedly the case if his successor 
belongs to the opposite party.l 

Lastly. The result of an election may be doubtful, not 
from equality of votes, for this is provided against, but from a 
dispute as to the validity of votes given in or reported from 

1 Mr. E. A. Freeman (History of Federal Government, i.3(2) adduces from 
Polybius (iv. 6, 7) a curious instance showing that the same mischief arose 
in the Achaian League: .. The lEtolians chose for an inroad the time when the 
official year (of the Achaian General) was drawing to its close, as a time when 
the Achaian counsels were sure to be weak. Aratos, the General elect, was 
not yet in office; Timoxenos, the outgoing General, shrank from energetic 
action so late in his year, and at last yielded lip his office to Aratos before the 
legal time." This effort of Timoxenos to escape from the consequences of the 
system could not have occurred in governments like those of Rome, England, 
or the United States, where" the reign of law" is far stricter than it was in 
the Greek republics. 



ca ..... VII OBSERVATIONS ON THE PRESIDENCY 73 

the States. The difficulty which arose in 1876 will not, 
owing to the legislation of 1887, recur in quite the same form. 
But cases may arise in which the returns from a State of its 
electoral votes will, because notoriously obtained by fraud 
or force, fail to be recognized as valid by the party whose can
didate they prejudice. No presidential election passes without 
charges of this kind, and these charges are not always un
founded. Should manifest unfairness coincide with popular 
excitement over a really important issue, the self-control of 
the people, which in 1877, when no such issue was involved, 
restrained the party passions of their leaders, may prove un
equal to the strain of such a crisis. 

Further observations on the President, as a part of the 
machinery of government, will be better reserved for the dis
cussion of the relations .of the executive and legislative 
departments. I will therefore only observe here that, even 
when we allow for the defects last enumerated, the presidential 
office, if not one of the best features of the American Consti
tution, is nowise to be deemed a failure. The problem of con
structing a stable executive in a democratic country is indeed 
so immensely difficult that anything short of a failure deserves 
to be called a success. Now the President has, during ninety
nine years, carried on the internal administrative business of 
the nation with due efficiency. Once or twice, as when Jeffer
son purchaSed Louisiana, and Lincoln emancipated the slaves 
in the revolted States, he has courageously ventured on 
stretches of authority, held at the time to be doubtfully con
stitutional, yet necessary, and approved by the judgment of 
posterity. He has kept the machinery working quietly and 
steadily when Congress has been distracted by party strife, or 
paralyzed by the dissensions of the two Houses, or enfeebled by 
the want of first-rate leaders. The executive has been able, at 
moments of peril, to rise almost to a dictatorship, as during 
the War of Secession, and when peace returned, to sink 
back into its proper constitutional position. It has shown no 
tendency so to dwarf the other authorities of the State as to 
pave the way for a monarchy. 

Europeans are struck by the faults of a plan which plunges 
the nation into a whirlpool of excitement once every four years, 
and commits the headship of the State to a party leader chosen 
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for a short period.1 But there is another aspect in which the 
presidential election may be regarded, and one whose impor
tance is better appreciated in America than in Europe. The 
election is a solemn periodical appeal to the nation to review 
its condition, the way in whioh its business has been carried 
on, the conduct of the two great parties. It stirs and rouses 
the nation as nothing else does, forces every one not merely to 
think about public affairs' but to decide how he judges the 
parties. It is a direct expression of the will of twelve mill
ions of voters, a force before which everything must bow. It 
refreshes the sense of national duty; and at great crises it 
intensifies national patriotism. A presidential election is 
sometimes, as in 1800, and as again most notably in'1860 and 
1864, a turning-point in history. :rn form it is nothing more 
than the choice of an administrator who cannot influence 
'policy otherwise than by refusing his assent to bills. In 
reality it is the deliverance of the mind of the people upon all 
such questions as they feel able to decide. A curious parallel 
may in this respect be drawn between it and a general election 
of the House of Commons in England. A general election is 
in form a choice of representatives, with reference primarily 
to their views upon various current questions. In substance 
it is often a national vote, committing executive power to some 
one prominent statesman. Thus the elections of 1868, 1874, 
1880, were practically votes of the nation to place Mr. Glad
stone or Mr. Disraeli at the head of the government. So con
versely in America, a presidential election, which purports to' 
be merely the selection of a man, is often in reality a decision 
upon issues of policy, a condemnation of the course taken by 
one party, a mandate to the other to follow some different 
course. 

The'choice of party leaders as Presidents has in America 
caused less mischief than might have been expected. Never-. 
theless, those who have studied the scheme of constitutional 
monarchy as it works in England, or Belgium, or Italy, or the 
reproductions of that scheme in British colonies, where the 

I Such faults as helong to the plan of popular election are not necessarily 
incident to the existence of a President; for in France the chief magistrate is 
chosen by the Chambers, and the interposition between him and the ],·giRllltllre 
of a responsible ministry serves to render his position Jess distinctly partisan. 



CHAP. VII OBSERVATIONS ON THE PRESIDENCY 75 

Crown-appointed governor stands outside the strife of factions 
as a permanent official, will, when they compare the institu
tions of these countries with the American presidency, be im
pressed by the merits of a plan which does not unite all the 
dignity of office with all the power of office, and which, by 
placing the titular chief of the executive above and apart from 
party, makes the civil and military services feel themselves 
the servants rather of the nation than of any section of the 
nation, and suggests to them that their labours ought to be 
rendered with equal heartiness to whatever party may hold the 
reins of government. Party government may be necessary. 
So far as we can see, it is necessary. But it is an unfortunate 
necessity; and whatever tends to diminish its mischievous in
fluence upon the machinery of administration, and to prevent 
it from obtruding itself upon foreign states; whatever holds 
up a high ideal of devotion to the nation as a majestic whole, 
living on from century to century while parties form and dis
solve and form again, strengthens and ennobles the common
wealth and all its citizens. 

Such an observation of course applies only to monarchy as a 
political institution. Socially regarded, the American presi
dency deserves nothing but admiration. The President is 
simply the first citizen of a free nation, depending for his 
dignity on no title, no official dress, no insignia of state. It 
was originally proposed, doubtless in recollection of the Eng
lish Commonwealth of the seventeenth century, to give him 
the style of "Highness," and" Protector of the Liberties of 
the United States." Others suggested "Excellency"; 1 and 
Washington is said to have had leanings to the Dutch style of 
"High Mightiness." The head of the ruling President does 
not appear on coins, nor even on postage stamps.2 His resi
dence at Washington called officially "the Executive Mansion," 
and familiarly" the White House," a building with a stucco 
front and a portico supported by Corinthian pillars, said to 

I In'ridicule of thie the more democratic members of Cougress proposed to 
call that more ornameutal than useful officer the Vice-Presideut .. His Super-
6UOU8 Excellency." 

t The portraits on American postage stamps are those of several PaRt Presi
dents- W88hlngton, Jefferson, Jackson, Taylor, Lincoln, Grant, Garfield, 
and of a few eminent statesmen, snch 88 Franklin, Hamilton, Clay, Webster, 
Scott, Perry, Stanton. 
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have been modelled upon the Duke of Leinster's house in Dub
lin, stands in a shrubbery, and has the air of a large suburban 
villa rather than of a palace. The rooms, though spacious, are 
not spacious enough for the crowds that attend the public 
receptions. The President's salary, which is only $50,000 . 
(£10,000) a year, does not permit display, nor indeed is dis
play expected from him. 

Washington, which even so lately as the days of the war 
was a wilderness of mud and negroes, with a few big houses 
scattered here and there, has now become one of the hand
somest capitals in the world, and cultivates the graces and 
pleasures of life with eminent success. Besides its political 
society and its diplomatic society, it is becoming a winter resort 
for men of wealth and leisure from all over the continent. 
It is a place where a court might be created, did anyone wish 
to create it. No President has made the attempt; and as the 
earlier career of the chief magistrate and his wife has seldom 
qualified them to lead the world of fashion, none is likely to 
make it. However, the action of the wife of President Hayes, 
an estimable lady, whose ardent advocacy of temperance caused 
the formation of many total abstinence societies, called by her 
name, showed that there may be fields in which a President's 
consort can turn her exalted position to good account, while 
of course such gifts or charms as she possesses will tend to 
increase his popularity. 

To a European observer, weary of the slavish obsequiousness 
and lip-deep adulation with which the members of reigning 
families are treated on the eastern side of the Atlantic, fawned 
on in public and carped at in private, the social relations of an 
American President to his people are eminently refreshing. 
There is a great respect for the office, and a corresponding 
respect for the man as the holder of the office, if he has done 
nothing to degrade it. There is no servility, no fictitious self
abasement on the part of the citizens, but a simple and hearty 
deference to one who represents the majesty of the nation, the 
sort of respect which the proudest Roman paid to the consul
ship, even if the particular consul was, like Cicero, a "new 
man." The curiosity of the visitors who throng the White 
House on reception days is sometimes too familiar; but this 
fault tends to disappear, and Presidents have now more reason 
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to complain of the persecutions they endure from an incessantly 
observant journalism. After oscillating between the ceremo
nious state of George Washington, who drove to open Congress 
in his coach and six, with outriders and footmen in livery, and the 
ostentatious plainness of Citizen Jefferson, who would ride up 
alone and hitch his horse to the post at the gate,! the President 
has settled down into an attitude between that of the mayor of a 
great English town on a public occasion, and that of a European 
cabinet minister on a political tour. He is followed about and 
f~ted, and in every way treated as the first man in the company; 
but the spirit of equality which rules the country has sunk too 
deep into every American nature for him to expect to be 
addressed with bated breath and whispering reverence. He 
has no military guard, no chamberlains or grooms-in-waiting; 
his everyday life is simple j his wife enjoys precedence over all 
other ladies, but is visited and received just like other ladies; 
he is surrounded by no such pomp and enforces no such eti
quette as that which belongs to the governors even of second
class English colonies, not to speak of the viceroys of India and 
Ireland. 

It begins to be remarked in Europe that monarchy, which 
used to be deemed politically dangerous but socially useful, has 
now, since its claws have been cut, become politically valuable, 
but of doubtful social utility. In the United States the most 
suspicious democrat-and there are democrats who complain 
that the office of President is too monarchical- cannot accuse 
the chief magistracy of having tended to form a court, much 
les8 to create those evils which thrive in the atmosphere of 
European courts. No President dare violate social decorum as 
European 80vereign8 have so often done. If he did, he would 
be the first to suffer. 

I Mr. B. Adams (Fir., Adminutration oj Jejfer_, voL L p. 1!11) has, how
eYep, ahOWll &bat at bla inauguration leBenon walked. 



CHAPTER VIII 

WHY GREAT MEN ARE NOT CHOSEN PRESIDENTS 

EUROPEANS often ask, and Americans do not always explain, 
how it happens that this great office, the greatest in the world, 
unless we except the Papacy, to which anyone can rise by his 
own merits, is not more frequently filled by great and striking 
men. In America, which is beyond all other countries the 
country of a "career open to talents," a country, moreover, in 
which political life is unusually keen and political ambition 
widely diffused, it might be expected that the highest place 
would always be won by a man of brilliant gifts. But since the 
heroes of the Revolution died out with Jefferson and Adams and 
Madison some sixty years ago, no person except General Grant 
has reached the chair whose name would have been remembered 
had he not been President, anp. no President except Abraham 
Lincoln has displayed rare or striking qualities in the chair. 
Who now knows or cares to know anything about the person
ality of James K. Polk or Franklin Pierce? The only thing 
remarkable about them is that being so commonplace they 
should have climbed so high. 

Several reasons may be suggested for the fact, which Ameri. 
cans are themselves the first to admit. 

l One is that the p~o~ion of fi.@:!'~te ~bility __ clr~to 
politics is smaller in AmerIca than in most European 90unt,r}~s. 
This k a phenomenon whose causes must be elucidated later: 
in tl1e meantime it is enough to say that in France and Italy, 
where half-revolutionary conditions have made public life excit
ing and accessible j in Germany, where an admirably-organized 
civil service cultivates and develops statecraft with unusual 
success j in England, where many persons of wealth and leisure 
seek to enter the political arena, while burning questions touch 
the interests of all classes and make men eager observers of the 

78 
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combatants, the total quantity of talent devoted to parliamen.\ 
tary or administrative work is larger, relatively to the popula
tion, than in America, where much of the best ability, both for 
thought and for action, for planning and for executing, l1lshes 
into a field which is comparatively narrow in Europe, the busi
ness of developing the material resources of the country. 

Another is that the methods and habits of Congress, and 
indeed of political life generally, give fewer opportunities for 
personal distinction, fewer modes in which a man may commend 
himself to his countrymen by eminent capacity in thought, in 
speech, or in administration, than is the case in the free coun
tries of Europe. This is a point to be explained in later chap
ters. I note here in passing what will there be dwelt on. 

A third reason is that eminent men make more enemies, and} 
give those enemies more assailable points, than obscure men do. 
They are therefore in so far ltiss desirable candidates. It is 
true that the eminent man has also made more friends, that his 
name is more widely known, and may be greeted with louder 
cheers. Other things being equal, the famous man is prefer
able. But other things never are equaL The famous man has 
prbbably attacked some leaders in his own party, has supplanted 
others, has expressed his dislike to the crotchet of some active 
section, has perhaps committed errors which are capable of 
being magnified into offences; No man stands long before the 
public and bears a part in great affairs without giving openings 
to censorious criticism. Fiercer far than the light which beats 
upon a throne is the light which beats upon a presidential can· 
dhbte, seaJ"('hmg out all the recesses of his past life. Henl'P, 
whf'n the choice lies between a brilliant man and a safe m;;',. 
the safe man 18 preferred. Party feeling, strong enough tu 
carry in on its back a man without conspicuous positive merits, 
is not always strong enough to procure forgiveness for a man 
with positive faults. ' 

A European finds that this phenomenon needs in its tum to 
be explained, for in the free countries of Europe brilliancy, be 
it eloquence in speech, or some striking achievement in war or 
n.lministration, or the power through whatever means of soma.: 
how impressing the popular imagination, is what makes a leader 
triumphant. 'Why should it be otherwise in America? Because 
in America party loyalty and party organization have been 
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I . 
hitherto so perfect that any pne put forward by the party will 
get the full party vote if his· character is good and his "record," 
as they call it, unstained. 'The safe candidate may not draw 
in quite so many votes from the moderate men of the other 
side as the brilliant one would, but he will not lose nearly so 
many from his own ranks. Even those who admit his medi
ocrity will vote straight when the moment for voting comes. 
Besides, the ordinary American voter does not object to medi
ocrity. He has a lower conception of the qualities requisite to 
make a statesman . than those who direct public opinion in 
Europe have. He likes his candidate to be sensible, vigorous, 
and, above all, what he calls" magnetic," and does not value, 
because he sees no need for, originality or profundity, a fine 
culture or a wide knowledge. Candidates are selected to be run 
for nomination by knots of persons who, however expert as 
party tacticians, are usually commonplace men; and the choice 
between those selected for nomination is II).ade by a very 
large body, an assembly of over eight hundred delegates from 
the local party organizations over the country, who are cer
tainly no better than ordinary citizens. How this process 
works will be seen more fully when I come to speak of those 
Nominating Conventions which are so notable a feature in 
American politics. 

It must also be remembered that the merits Qf a President 
are one thing and those of a candidate another thing. An 
eminent American is reported to have said to friends who 
wished to put him forward, "Gentlemen, let there be no mis
take. I should make a good President, but a very bad candi
date." Now to a party it is more important that its nominee 
should be a good candidate than that he should turn out a 
good President. A nearer danger is a greater danger. As 
Saladin says in The Talisman, "A wild cat in a chamber is 
more dangerous than a lion in a distant desert." It will be a 
misfortune to the party, as well as to the country, if the can-, 
didate elected shollld prove a bad President. But it is a 
greater misfortune to the party that it should be beaten in the 
impending election, for the evil of losing national patronage 
wilL have come four years Sooner. "B" (so reason the lead
ers), "who is one of our possible candidates, may be an abler 
man than A, who is the other. But we have a better chance 
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of winning with A than with B, while X, the candidate of our 
opponents, is anyhow no better than' A. We must therefore 
run A." This reasoning is all the more forcible because the 
previous career of the possible candidates has generally made 
it easier to say who will succeed as a candidate than who will 
succeed as a President j and because the wire-pullers with 
whom the choice rests are better judges of the former question 
than of the latter. 

After all, too, a President need not be a man of brilliant 
intellectual gifts. His main duties are to be prompt and firm 
in securing the due execution of the laws and maintaining the 
public peace, careful and upright in the choice of the executive 
officials of the country. Eloquence, whose value is apt to be 
overrated in all free countries, imagination, profundity of 
thought or extent of knowledge, are all in so far a gain to him 
that they make him "a bigger man," and help him to gain 
over the nation an influence which, if he be a true patriot, he 
may use for its good. But they are not necessary for the due 
discharge in ordinary times of the duties of his post. Four· 
fifths of his work is the same in kind as that which devolves 
on the chairman of a commercial company or the manager of 
a railway, the work of choosing good subordinates, seeing that 
they attend to their b11t!iness, and taking a sound practical 
view of such aclministrative questions as require his decision. 
Firmness, common sense, and most of all, honesty, an honesty 
above all suspicion of personal interest, are the qualities which 
the country chiefly needs in its first magistrate. 

So far we have been considering personal merits. But in 
the selection of a candidate many considerations have to be 
regarded besides the persoual merits, whether of a candidate, 
or of a possible President. The chief of these considerations 
is the amount of support which can be secured from different 
States or from different" sections" of the Union, a term by 
which the Americans denote groups of States with a broad 
community of interest. State feeling and sectional feeling 
are powerful factors in a presidential election. The North. 
west, including the States from Ohio to Dakota, is now the 
most populous section of the Union, and therefore counts 
for most in an election. It naturally conceives that its 
interests will be best protected by one who knows them 

VOL. I G 
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from liirth and residence. Hence primafade a North-western 
man makes the best candidate. A large State casts a heavier 
vote in the election; and every State is of course more likely 
to be carried by one of its own children than by a stranger, 
because his feilow-citizens, while they feel honoured by the 
choice, gain also a substantial advantage, having a better 
prospect of such favours as the administration can bestow. 
Hence, cretel·is paribus, a man from a large State is preferable 
as a candidate. The problem is further complicated by the 
fact that some States are already safe for one or other party, 
while others are doubtful. The North-western and New Eng
land States are most of them likely to go Republican: the 
Southern States are (at present) all of them certain to go 
Democratic. Cretel·is pal-ibus, a candidate from a doubtful 
State, such as New York and Indiana have usually been, is to 
be preferred. 

Other minor disqualifying circumstances require less ex
planation. A Roman Catholic, or an avowed disbeliever in 

, Christianity, would be an undesirable candidate. Since the 
i close of the Civil War, anyone who fought, especially if he 
fought with distinction, in the Northern army, has enjoyed 
great advantages, for the soldiers of that army, still numerous, 
rally to his name. The two elections of General Grant, who 
knew nothing of politics, and the fact that his influence sur
vived the faults 'of his long administration, are evidence of 
the weight of this consideration. 

On a railway journey in the Far West in 1883 I feil in with 
two newspaper men from the State of Indiana, who were tak
ing their holiday. The conversation turned on the next presi
dential election. They spoke hopefully of the chances for 
nomination by their party 6f an Indiana man, a comparatively 
obscure person, whose name I had never heard. I expressed 
some surprise that he should be thought of. They observed 
that he had done well in State politics, that there was nothing 
against him, that Indiana would work for him. "But," I 
rejoined, "ought you not to have a man of more commanding 
character? There is Senator A. Everybody tells me that he 
is the shrewdest and most experienced man in your party, and 
that he has a perfectly clean record. Why not run him?" 
"Why, yes," they answered, "that is all true. But you see 
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he comes from a small State, and we have got that State 
already. Besides, he wasn't in the war. Our man was. 
Indiana's vote is worth having, and if our man is run, we can 
carry Indiana." 

"Surely the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the 
strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of 
understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill, but time and 
chance happeneth to them all." 

These secondary considerations do not always prevail. In
tellectual ability and force of character must influence the 
choice of a candidate, and their influence is sometimes deci
sive. They count·for more when times are so critical that the 
need for a strong man is felt. Reformers declare that their 
weight will go on increasing as the disgust of good citizens 
with the methods of professional politicians increases. But 
for many generations past it is not the greatest men in the 
Roman Church that have been chosen Popes, nor the most 
brilliant men in the Anglican Church that have been ap
pointed Archbishops of Canterbury. 

Although several Presidents have survived their departure 
from office by many years, only one, John Quincy Adams, 
played a part in politics after quitting the White House.1 It 
may be that the ex-President has not been a great leader before 
his accession to office; it may be that he does not care to exert 
himself after he has held and dropped the great prize, and 
found (one may safely add) how little of a prize it is. Some
thing, however, must also be ascribed to other features of the 
political system of the country. It is often hard to find a 
vacancy in the representation of a given State through which 
to re-enter Congress; it is disagreeable to recur to the arts by 
which seats are secured. Past greatness is rather an encum
brance than a help to resuming a political career. Exalted 
power, on which the unsleeping eye of hostile critics was 
fixed, has probably disclosed all a President's weaknesses, and 
has either forced him to make enemies by disobliging adhe
rents, or exposed· him to censure for subservience to party 

1 J. Q. Adami WlI8 elected to the Honse of Representatives within three 
,.,,"' from hi. pr".Men~v. "nd there became for .eventeen years the fearless 
ond fnrmhl"hle I\dv~"te of wbat may be eaIled the national theory of the 
Constitution agalnIt the slaveholders. 
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interests. He is regarded as having had his day; he belongs 
already to the past, and unless, like Grant, he is endeared to 
the people by the memory of some splendid service, or is 
available to his party as a possible candidate for a further 
term of office, he soon sinks into the crowd or avoids neglect 
by retirement. Possibly he may deserve to be forgotten; 
but more frequently he is a man of sufficient ability and char
acter to make the experience he has gained valuable to the 
country, could it be retained in a place where he might turn it 
to account. They managed things better at Rome, gathering 
into their Senate all the fame and experience, all the wisdom 
and skill, of those who had ruled and fought as consuls and 
prretors at home and abroad. 

We may now answer the question from which we started. 
Great men are not chosen Presidents, first because great men 
are rare in politics; secondly; because· the method of choice 
does not bring them to the top; thirdly, because they are not, 
in quiet times, absolutely needed. Let us close by observing 
that the Presidents, regarded historically, fall into three peri
ods, the second inferior to the first, the third rather better than 
the second. 

Down till the election of Andrew Jackson in 1828, all the 
Presidents had been statesmen in the European sense of the 
word, men of education, of administrative experience, of a cer
bin largeness of view and dignity of character. All except 
the first two had served in the great office of secretary of state; 
all were well known to the nation from the part they had 
played. In the second period, from Jackson till the outbreak 
of the Civil War in 1861, the Presidents were either mere poli. 
ticians, such as Van Buren, Polk, or Buchanan, or else success
ful soldiers,! such as Harrison or Taylor, whom their party 
found useful as figure-heads. They were intellectual pigmies 
beside the real leaders of that generation - Clay, Calhoun, and 
Webster. A new series begins with Lincoln in 1861. He and 
General Grant his successor, who cover sixteen years between 
them, belong to the history of the world. The other less dis
tinguished Presidents of this period contrast favourably with 
the Polks and Pierces of the days before the war, but they are 

1 Jackson himseH was something of both politician and soldier, a strong 
character, bnt a narrow and uncultivated intellect. 
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not, like the early Presidents, the first men of the country. 
If we compare the nineteen Presidents who have been elected to 
office since 1789 with the nineteen English prime ministers 
of the same hundred years, there are but six of the latter, and 
at least eight of the former whom history calls personally 
insignificant, while only Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, and 
Grant can claim to belong to a front rank represented in the 
English list by seven or possibly eight names.l It would seem 
that the natural selection of the English parliamentary sys
tem, even as modified by the aristocratic habits of that coun
try, has more tendency to bring the highest gifts to the high
est place than the more artificial selection of America. 

1 The American average wonId be farther lowered were we to reckon in the 
foar Vice-PreeidentB who have snooeeded on the death of the Preeident. Yet 
the English system does not always secnre men personally eminent. Adding
ton, Perceval, and Lord Goderlch are no hetter than Tyler or Fillmore, which 
Is saying little 8000gb. 



CHAPTER IX 

THE CABINET 

THERE is in the government of the United States no such 
thing as a Cabinet in the English· sense of the term. But I 
use the term, not only because it is current in America to de
scribe the chief ministers of the President, but also because it 
calls attention to the remarkable difference which exists be
tween the great officers of State in America and the similar 
officers in the free countries of Europe. 

Almost the only reference in the Constitution to the minis
ters of the President is that contained in the power given him 
to "require the opinion in writing of the principal officer in 
each of the executive departments upon any subject relating to 
the duties of their respective offices." All these departments 
have been created by Acts of Congress. Washington began 
in 1789 with four only, at the head of whom were ~he follow
ing four officials:-

Secretary of State. 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Secretary of War .. 
Attorney-General. 

In 1798 there was added a Secretary of the Navy, in 1829 a 
Postmaster-General,I in 1849 a Secretary of the Interior, and i?. 
1888 a Secretary of Agriculture,';" \%!. ~ .!e..w!..ii ~ lo_-<V t

• ~."~<l 
7 These e!sht now make up what is called the Cabinet.' Each 

1 The postmaster-general had been previously deemed a subordinate in the·' 
Treasury department, although the office was organized by Act of Congress in 
1794; he has been held to belong to the cabinet since Jacksou in 1829 invited 
him to cabinet meetings. • 

2 There is also an Inter-state Commerce Commission, with large powers over 
railways, created in February 18!!7 by Act of Congress; a Labour Bureau 
erected into a department in 1888; a Fish Commission created in 1870; and a 
Civil Service Commission created in 1883. 
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receives a salary of $8000 (£1600). All are appointeif by 
the President, subject to the c"OiiSent of the Senate (which is 
practically never refused), and may be removed by the Presi
dent alone. Nothing marks them off from any other officials 
who might be placed in charge of a department, except that 
they are summoned by the President to his private council. 

None of them can vote in Congress, Art. xi. § 6 of the Con
stitution providing that "no person holding any office under 
the United States shall be a member of either House during 
his continuance in office." 

This restriction was intended to prevent the President not 
merely from winning over individual members of Congress by 
the allurements of office, but also from making his ministers 
agents ill corrupting or unduly influencing the representatives 
of the people, as George III. and his ministers corrupted the 
English Parliament. There is a passage in the Federalist 
(Letter xl.) which speaks of "Great Britain, where so great a 
proportion of the members are elected by so small a propor
tion of the people, where the electors are so corrupted by the 
representatives, and the representatives so corrupted by the 
Crown." The Fathers of the Constitution were so resolved to 
avert this latter form of corruption that they included in their 
instrument the provision just mentioned. Its wisdom has 
sometimes been questioned. But it deserves to be noticed that 
the Constitution contains nothing to prevent ministers from 
being present in either House of Congress and aildressing it,t as 
the ministers of the King of Italy or of t.he French President 
may do in either chamber of Italy or France.' It is absolutely 
silent on the subject of communications between officials (other 
than the President) and the representatives of the people. 

The President has the amplest range of choice for his min
isters. He usually forms an entirely new cabinet when he 
enters office, even if he belongs to the same party as his pred-

1 In February 1881 a commitlee of eight senators nnanimously reported in 
favour of a piau to give seats (of course without the right to vote) in both 
HoWlell of Congre88 to cabinet ministers, they to attend on alternate days in 
the Senate and In the House. The commitlee recommended that the necessary 
modification In the rules should be made, adding that they had no doubt of 
the coostitutionality of the proposal. Nothing has 80 far been done to carry 
out this report. 

t The Italian ministers osually are members of one or other House. Of 
CODl'8e they cannot vote except in the House to which they have b~en chosen. 
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eces~or. He may take, he sometimes does take, men who not 
only have never sat in Congress, but have not figured ill poli
tics at all, who may never have sat in a State legislature nor 
held the humblest office.1 Generally of course the persons 
chosen have already made for themselves a position of at least 
local importance. Often they are those to whom the new 
President owes his election, or to whose influence with the 
party he looks for support in his policy. Sometimes they 
have been his most prominent competitors for the party nomi
nations. Thus Mr. Lincoln in 1860 appointed Mr. Seward and 
Mr. Chase to be his secretary of state and secretary of the 
treasury respectively, they being the two men who had come 
next after him in the selection by the Republican party of a 
presidential candidate. 

The most dignified place in the cabinet is that of the Secre
tary of State. It .is the great prize ofteIibestowed on the man 
to whom the President is chiefly indebted for his election, or 
at any rate on one of the leaders of the party. In early days, 
it was regarded as the stepping-stone to the presidency. Jef
ferson, Madison, Monroe, and J. Q. Adams had all served' as 
secretaries to preceding presidents. The conduct .of foreign 
affairs is the chief duty of the State department: its head has 
therefore a larger stage to play on than any other minister, 
and more chances of fame. His personal importance is all the 
greater because the President is usually so much absorbed by 
questions of patronage as to be forced to leave the secreta}y 
to his own devices. Hence the foreign policy of the adminis
tration is practically that of the secretary, except so far as the 
latter is controlled by the Senate. The State department has 
also the charge of the great seal of the United States, keeps 
the archives, publishes the statutes, and of course instructs 
and controls the diplomatic and consular services. It is often 
said of the President that he is ruled, or as the Americans ex
press it, "run," by his secretary; but naturally this happens 
only when the secretary is the stronger man, and in the same 
way it has been said of Presidents before now that they were, 
like sultans, ruled by their wives, or by their boon companions. 

The Secretary of the Treasury is m~nister of finance. H~s 

1 Only two members of Mr. Harrison's cabinet, formed in 1889, had ever sat 
in Congress. 
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function was of the utmost importance at the beginning of the 
govel"Dment, when a national system of finance had to be built 
up and the Federal Government rescued from its grave embar
rassments. Hamilton, who then held the office, effected both; 
and the work of Gallatin, who served under Jefferson, was 
scarcely less important. During the War of Secession, it be
came again powerful, owing to the enormous loans contracted 
and the quantities of paper money issued, and it remains so 
now, because it has the management (so far as Congress per
mits) of the currency and the national debt. The secretary 
has, however, by no means the same range of action as a 
finance minister in European countries, for as he is excluded 
from Congress, although he regularly reports to it, he has 
nothing directly to do with the imposition of taxes, and very 
little with the appropriation of revenue to the various burdens 
of the State.1 

The Secretary of the Interior is far from being the omni
present power which a minister of the interior is in France or 
Italy, or even a Home Secretary in England, since nearly all 
the functions which these officials discharge belong in Amer
ica to the State governments or to the organs of local govern
ment. He is chiefly occupied in the management of the public 
lands, still of immense value, despite the lavish grants made 
to railway companies, and with the conduct of Indian affairs, 
a troublesome and unsatisfactory department, which has al
ways been a reproach to the United States, and will apparently 
continue 80 till the Indians themselves disappear or become 
civilized. Patents and pensions, the latter a source of great 
expense and abuse, also belong to his province, as do the 
national census and the geological survey. 

The duties of the Secretaries of War, of the Navy, of Agri
culture, and of the Postmaster-General may be gathered from 
their names. But the Attorney-General is sufficiently differ
ent from his English prototype to need a word of explanation. 
He is not only public prosecutor and standing counsel for the 
United States, but also to some extent what is called on the 
European continent a minister of justice. He has a general 

) See po.', Chapter xvn (Congrellllional Finance), where it will be shown 
that the ehairmen of the oommitteee of Ways and Means and of Appropri.
lions are practically additional ministers of finance. 
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ove'rsight - it can hardly be described as a contl'ol- of the 
Federal judicial departments, and especially of the prosecut
ing officers called district attorneys, and executive court offi
cers, called United States marshals. He is the legal adviser 
of the President in those delicate questions, necessarily fre
quent under the Constitution of the United States, which 
arise as to the limits of the executive power and the relations 
of Federal to State authority, and generally in all legal mat
ters. His opinions are frequently published officially, as a 
justification of the President's conduct, and an indication of 
the view which the executive. takes of its legal position and 
duties in a pending matter.1 The attorney-general is always a 
lawyer of eminence, but not necessarily in the front rank of 
the profession, for political considerations have much to do 
with determining the President's choice.1 

It will be observed that from this .list of ministerial offices 
several are wanting which exist in Europe. Thus there is no 
colonial minister, because no colonies; no minister of educa
tion, because that department of business belongs to the sev
eral States; 8 no minister of public worship, because the United 
States Government has nothing to do with any particular form 
of religion; no minister of commerce, because the activity of 
the Federal Government in that direction, although inGreas
ing, is still limited; no minister of public works, because 
grants made for this purpose come direct from Congress with
out the intervention of the executive, and are applied as Con
gress directs.' Much of the work which in Europe would 
devolve on members of the administration falls in America to 

1 Another variance from the practice of England, where the opinions of the 
law officers of the Crown are always treated as confidential. 

2 The Solicitor-Generalis a sort of assistant to the attorney, and not (as in 
England) a colleague. 

8 There was established by Acts of 1867 and 1869 a Bureau of Education, 
attached to the department of the Interior, but its function is only to collect 
and diffuse information on educational SUbjects. This it does with assiduity 
and success. 

4 Money voted for river and harbour improvements is voted in sums appro
priated to each particular piece of work. The work is supervised by officers 
of the Engineer corps of the United States army, under tbe general direction 
of the War department. Public buildings are erected under tbe direction of 
an official called the supervising architect, who is attached to the Treasury 
department. The sigual service weather bnrean is a branch of the War de. 
partment, the coast survey of the Navy department. 
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eommittees of Congress, especially to committees of the House 
of Representatives. This happens particularly as regards 
taxation, public works, and the management of the Territories, 
for each of which matters there exists a committee in both 
Houses. A cabinet minister formerly took precedence of 
the senators, but they have now established their claim to 
walk before him on public occasions. The point is naturally 
of more importance as regards the wives of the claimants than 
as regards the claimants themselves. 

The respective positions of the President and his ministers 
are, as has been already explained, the reverse of those which 
exist in the constitutional monarchies of Europe. There the 
sovereign is irresponsible and the minister responsible for the 
acts which he does in the sovereign's name. In America 
the President is responsible because the minister is nothing 
more than his servant, bound to obey him, and independent 
of Congress. The minister's acts are therefore legally the 
acts of the President. Nevertheless the minister is also 
responsible and liable to impeachment for offences committed 
in the discharge of his duties. The question whether he is, 
as in England, impeachable for giving bad advice to the head 
of the State has never arisen, but upon the general theory of 
the Constitution it would rather seem that he is not, unless of 
course his bad counsel should amount to a conspiracy with the 
President to commit an impeachable offence. In France the 
responsibility of the President's ministers does not in theory 
exclude the responsibility of the President himself, although 
practically it makes a great difference, because he, like the 
English CroWD, acts through ministers supported by a ma.
jority in the Chamber. 

So much for the ministers taken separately. It remains to 
consider how an American Administration works as a whole, 
this being in Europe the most peculiar and significant feature 
,of the parliamentary or so-called "cabinet" system. 

In America the Administration does not work as a whole. 
H is not a whole. It is a group of persons, each individually 
dependent on and answerable to the President, but with no 
joint policy, no collective responsibility.' 

I ID America .-ple asaaUy speak of the President and biB ministers as the 
"administration." _ as &be .. conmment." apparently because he and they 
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When the Constitution was established, and George Wash
ington chosen first President under it, it was intended that the 
President should be outside and above party, and the method 
of choosing him by electors was contrived with this very view. 
Washington belonged to no party, nor indeed, though diverg
ing tendencies were already manifest, had parties yet begun to 
exist. There was therefore no reason why he should not 
select his ministers from all sections of opinion. As he was 
responsible to the nation and not to a majority in Congress, he 
was not bound to choose persons who agreed with the majority 
in Congress. As he, and not the m.i.!listry, was responsible for 
executive acts done, he had to consider, not the opinions or 
affiliations of his servants, but their capacity and integrity only. 
Washington chose as secretary of state Thomas .r efferson, 
already famous as the chief draftsman of the Declaration of 
Independence, and as attorney-general another Virginian, 
Edmund Randolph, both men of extreme democratic leanings, 
disposed to restrict the action of the Federal Government 
within narrow limits. For secretary of the treasury he selected 
Alexander Hamilton of New York, and for secretary of war 
Henry Knox of Massachusetts. Hamilton was by far the 
ablest man among those who soon came to form the Federalist 
party, the party which called for a strong executive, and desired 
to subordinat(l the States to the central authority. He soon 
became recognized as its leader. Knox was of the same way 
of thinking. Dissensions presently arose between Jefferson 
and Hamilton, ending in open hostility, but Washington 
retained them both as ministers till Jefferson retired in 1794 
and Hamilton in 1795. The second President, John Adams, 
kept on the ministers of his predecessors, being in accord with 
their opinions, for they and he belonged to the now full-grown 
Federalist party. But before he quitted office he had quar
relled with most of them, having taken important steps with
out their knowledge and against their wishes. Jefferson, the 
third President, was a thorough-going party leader, who natu
rally chose his ministers from his own political adherents. As 
are not deemed to govem in the European sense. The latter expression is not 
very old in England. Thirty years ago people usually said .. the Ministry" 
when they now say .. the Govemment." In France and Germany Ministry is 
the term used, while GouvememenC and BegienJng denote the executive qua 
executive. 
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all subsequent Presidents have been seated by one or other 
party, all have felt bound to appoint a party cabinet. Their 
party expects it; and they prefer to be surrounded and advised 
by their own friends. 

So far, an American cabinet resembles a British one. It is 
composed exclusively of members of one party. But now mark 
the differences. The parliamentary system of England and of 
those countries which like Belgium, Italy, and the self-govem
ing British colonies, have more or less modelled themselves 
upon England, J:eSts on four principles. 

The head of the executive is irrespousible. Responsibility 
attaches to the cabinet, i.e. to the body of ministers who 
advise him, so that if he errs, it is through their fault; they 
suffer and he escapes. The ministers cannot allege, as a 
defence for any act of theirs, the command of the Crown. If 
the Crown gives them an order of which they disapprove, they 
ought; to resign. 

The ministers sit in the legislature, practically forming in 
England, as has been observed by the most acute of English 
constitutional writers, a committee of the legislature, chosen 
by the majority for the time being. 

The ministers are accountable to the legislature, and must 
resign office 1 as soon as they lose its confidence. 

The ministers are jointly as well as severally liable for their 
acts: i.e. the blame of an act done by any of them falls on the 
whole cabinet, unless one of them chooses to take it entirely on 
himself and retire from office. Their responsibility is collective. 

None of these principles holds true in America. The Presi
dent is personally responsible for his acts, not indeed to Con
gress, but to the people, by whom he is chosen. No means 
exist of enforcing this responsibility, except by impeachment, 
but as his power lasts for four years only, and is much re
stricted, this is no serious evil. He caDnot avoid responsibility 
by alleging the advice of his ministers, for he need not follow 
it, and they are bound to obey him or retire. The ministers 
do not sit in Congress. They are not accountable to it, but to 

1 ID EDg1aad aDd _ other eountri .. (t.g. the eeolf-goftrniDg British eol ... 
Dies) they bay. the ailernatiye 01 diaolYiDg ParliameDt, 8Ubj~ toa 8Omewila& 
aodefined, bDt _ wbolly extiDet, rigbt of the CIowa or the GoYernor te 
""_ a disaolutioD in eenaill __ 
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the President, their master. It may request their attendance 
before a committee, as it may require the attendance of any 
other witness, but they have no opportunity of expounding and 
justifying to Congress as a whole their own, or rather their 
master's, policy. Hence an adverse vote of Congress does not 
affect their or his position. If they propose to take a step 
which requires money, and Congress refuses the requisite ap
propriation, the step cannot be taken. But a dozen votes of 
censure will neither compel them to resign nor oblige the 
President to pause in any line of conduct which is within his 
constitutional rights. This, however strange it may seem to a 
European, is a necessary consequence of the fact that the 
President, and by consequence his cabinet, do not derive their 
authority from Congress. Suppose (as befel in 1818-9) a 
Republican President, with a Democratic majority in both 
Houses of Congress. The President, unless of course he is 
convinced that the nation has changed its mind since it elected 
him, is morally bound to follow out the policy which he pro
fessed as a candidate, and which the majority of the nation 
must be held in electing him to have approved. That policy 
is, however, opposed to the views of the present majority of 
Congress. They are right to check him as far as they can. 
He is right to folloW; out his own views and principles in spite 
of them so far as the Constitution and the funds at his disposal 
permit. A deadlock may follow. But deadlocks may happen 
under any system, except that of an omnipotent sovereign, be 
he a man or an assembly, the risk of deadlocks being indeed the 
price which a nation pays for the safeguard of constitutional 
checks. 

In this state of things one cannot properly talk of the cab
inet apart from the President. An American administration 
resembles not so much the cabinets of England and France as 
the group of ministers who surround the Czar or the Sultan, or 
who executed the bidding of a Roman emperor like Constan
tine or Justinian. Such ministers are severally responsible to 
their master, and are severally called in to counsel him, but they 
have not necessarily any relations with one another, nor any 
duty of collective action. So while the President commits 
each department to the minister whom the law provides, and 
may if he chooses leave it altogether to that minister, the ex· 
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ecutive acta done are his own acts, by which the country will 
judge him; and still more is his policy as a whole his own 
policy, and not the policy of his ministers taken together.] 
The ministers meet in council, but have comparatively little to 
aettle when they meet, since they have no parliamentary tac-

. tics to contrive, no bills to prepare, few problems of foreign 
policy to discuss. They are not a government, as Europeans 
understand the term i they are a group of heads of depart. 
ments, whose chief, though he usually consults them separately, 
oftep. finds it useful to bring together in one room for a talk 
about politics, or to settle some administrative question which 
lies on the borderland between the provinces of two ministers. 
A. significant illustration of the contrast between the English 
and American systems may be found in the fact that whereas 
an English king has never (since Queen Anne's time) sat in 
his own cabinet, because if he did he would be deemed account
able for ita decisions, an American President always does, be
cause he is accountable, and really needs advice to help him, 
not to shield bim.1 

The so-ealled cabinet is unknown to the statutes as well as 
to the Constitution of the United States. So is the English 
cabinet unknown to the law of Englanci But then the Eng
lish cabinet is a part, is, in fact, a committee, though no 
doubt an informal committee, of a body as old as Parliament 
itself, the Privy Council, or Curia Regis. Of the ancient in
stitutions of England which reappear in the Constitution of the 
United States, the Privy Council is not one.1 It may have 
seemed to the Convention of 1.81 to be already obsolete. Even 
in England it was then already a belated survival from an earlier 
order of things, and now it lives on only in its committees, 
three of which, the Board of Trade, the Education department, 

I LiDeoID deeided on his e.......,ipatioD proclamatioD withODI consultiDg his 
cabinet, allboDgb be read tbe draft of it to them for eriticism. 

I Auother lIlostratioD of the eoDtraal may be found in the fact that wheD 
the bead of a departmeDt Is aMeDt from WashingtoD the under oeeretary of 
the d~rtmeDI Is ofteD asked to replaee him in the eabiDet eouncil • 

• A pri..,. eoD .... i1 bo .... Ter ap~ in the original CoDstitntion of Delaware; 
and t1wre were In many 81&_ eount"ils for advising the Governor. Wben 
.lames Wilson ...... propn8ing that lbe eleeDtiTe should consist of a single person, 
be w .. uked whetber tbis persoD .... to baTe a eoDneil, aDd answered that be 
dNired .. to baTe noMuncilwbieb oftener serveetoeover than to prevent mal
prae1kea." Elliot', ~"at'., v. 151. So Randolpb argued that eouncillora 
would impair the I'Ie8ideDt'. l'II8poaaibility. (See,.. Chapter XLI.) 
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and the Agricultural department, serve as branches of the ad
ministration, one, the Judicial Committee, is a law court, and 
one, the Cabinet, is the virtual executive of the nation. The 
framers of the American Constitution saw its unsuitability to 
their conditions. It was nominated, while with them a coun
cil must have been elective. Its only effect would have been 
to control the President, but for domestic administration con
trol is scarcely needed, because the President has only to exe
cute the laws, while in foreign affairs and appointments the 
Sena~e controls him already. A third body, over and above 
the two. Houses of Congress, was in fact superfluous. The 
Senate may appear in some points to resemble the English 
Privy Council of the seventeenth century, because it advises 
the executive; but there is all the difference in the world be
tween being advised by those whom you have yourself chosen 
and those whom election by others forces upon you. So it 
happens that the relations of the Senate and the President are 
seldom cordial, muca less confidential, even when he and the 
majority of the Senate belong to the same party, because the 
Senate and the President· are rival powers jealous of one 
another. 



CHAPTER X 

THE SENA.TE 

THE National Legislature of the United States, called Con. 
gress, consists of two bodies, sufficiently dissimilar in compo
sition, powers, and character to require a separate description. 

The Senate consists of two persons from each State, who 
must be inhabitants of that State, and at least thirty years of 
olge. 'l1Ie;y are elected Iw the ~...s~e of ~~!!,te f~ (>0 
years, an~~rD\l-eligible. One-third retire every two years, 
80 thilttlie whole body is renewed in a period of six years, the 
old members being thus at any given moment twice as numer· 
ous as the new members elected within the last two years. 

trf5 As there are now forty-four States, the number of senators, 
originally twenty-six, is now eighty-eight. This great and ~t 
unforeseen augmentation must be borne in mind when con· 
sidering the purposes for which the Senate was created, for 
some of which a small body is fitter than a large one. As 
there remain only four Territories 1 which can be formed into 
States, the number of senators will not (unless, indeed, existing 
States are divided, or more than one State created out of some 
of the Territories) rise beyond ninety-six. This is of course 
much below the present nominal strength of the English 

~(",oHouse of Lords· (about 550), and below that of the French 
Senate (300), and the Prussian Herrenhaus (432). No senator 
can hold any office under the United States. The Vice-Presi
dent of the Union is ez officio president of the Senate, but has 
no vote, except a casting vote when the numbers are equally 

1 I reckon In neither the Indian territory, which liea west of Arkansas, nor 
Alaaka, because the former Ia not likely within the near futnre, nor the latter 
tor a long time to come, to contain a civilized popnlation such as wonld entitle 
either of them to be formed Into States. 

I At the &cee88ion of George In. the Jtonse of Lords nnmbered only 174 
membera. 
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divided. Failing him (if, for instance, he dies, or falls sick, 
or succeeds to the presidency), the Senate chooses one of its 
number to be president pro tempore. His authority in ques
tions of order is very limited, the decision of such questions 
being held to belong to the Senate itself.l 

The functions of the Senate fall into three classes -legis
lative, executive, and judiciaP Its legislative function is to 
pass, along with the House of Representatives, bills which 
become Acts of Congress on the assent of the President, or 
even without his consent if passed a second time by a two
thirds majority of each House, after he h3.IS returned them 
for reconsideration. Its executive functions are: - (a) To 
approve or disapprove"the President's nominations of Federal 
officers, including judges, ministers of state, and ambassadors. 
(b) To approve, by a majority of two-thirds of those present, 
of treaties made by the President - i.e. if less than two-thirds 
approve, the treaty falls to the ground. Its judicial function 
is to sit as a court for the trial of impeachments preferred by 
the House of Representatives. 

The most conspicuous, and what was at one time deemed the 
most important feature of the Senate, is that it represents the 
several States of the Union as separate commonwealths, and is 
thus an essential part of the Federal scheme. Every State, be 
it as great as New York or as small as Delaware, sends two 
senators, no more and no less.' This arrangement was long 

1 The powers of the Lord Chancellor as Speaker of the English Honse of 
Lords are much narrower than those of the Speaker in the House of Commons. 
It is worth notice that as the Vice-President is not chosen by the Senate, but 
by the people, and is not strictly speaking a member of the Senate, so the Lord 
Chancellor is not chosen to preside by the House of Lords, but by the sovereign, 
and is not necessarily a peer. This, however, is merely a coincidence, and not 
the result of a wish to imitate England. 

S To avoid prolixity, I do not set forth all the details of the constitutional 
powers and duties of the Houses of Congress: these will be found in the text 
of the Constitution printed in the Appendix. 

8 New York is twice as large as Scotland, and more populous than Scotland, 
Northumberland, and Durham taken together. Delaware is a little smaller 
than Norfolk, with about the population of Bedfordshire. It is therefore as if 
Bedfordshire had in one Honse of a British legislature as much weight as all 
Scotland together with Northumberland and Durham, a state of things not 
very conformable to democratic theory. Nevada has now a population about 
equal to that of Caithness (45,761), but is as powerful in the Senate as New 
York. This State, which consists of burnt-out mining camps, is really a 8011; 

of rotten borough for, and is controlled by, the great .. silver men." 
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resisted by the delegates of the larger States in the Conven. 
tion of 1787, and ultimately adopted because nothing less 
would reassure the smaller States, who feared to be overborne 
by the larger. It is now "the provision of the Constitution 
most difficult to change, for "no State can be deprived of its 
equal suffrage in the Senate without its consent," a consent 
most unlikely to be given. There has never, in point of fact, 
been any division of interests or consequent contests between 
the great States and the small ones.1 But the provision for 
the equal representation of all States had the important result 
of making the slave-holding party, during the thirty years 
which preceded the Civil War, eager to extend the area of 
slavery in order that by creating new Slave States they might 
maintain at least an equality in the Senate, and thereby 
prevent any legislation hostile to slavery. 

The plan of giving representatives to the States as common· 
wealths has had several useful results. It has provided a 
basis for the Senate unlike that on which the other House of 
Congress is chosen. Every nation which has formed a legisla
ture with two houses has experienced the difficulty of devising 
methods of choice sufficiently different to give a distinct char· 
acter to each house. Italy has a Senate composed of persons 
nominated by the Crown. The Prussian House of Lords is 
partly nominated, partly hereditary, partly elective. The 
Spanish senators are partly hereditary, partly official, partly 
elective. In the Germanic Empire, the Federal Council con· 
sists of delegates of the several kingdoms and principalities. 
France appoints her senators by indirect election. In England 
the non-epiritual members of the House of Lords now sit by 
hereditary right; and those who propose to reconstruct that 
ancient body are at their wits' end to discover some plan by 
which it may be strengthened, and made practically useful, 
without such a direct election as that by which members are 
chosen to the House of Commons.' The American plan, which 

1 Hamilton perceived tbat tbis would be 80; Bee bls remarks in tbe Consti. 
tutional Convention of New York In 171!8.-Eiliot's Debates, p.213. 

I Under a statute of 1876, two persons may be appointed by the Crown to 
lit .. Lorda of Appeal, with the dignity of baron tor lite. The Scotcb and 
Irish peers enjoy bereditary peerages, but only a certain numher are elected 
by their fellow peers to ait In the Bonae 01 Lords, the latter for life, the former 
for each parliament. 
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is older than any of .those in use on the European continent, 
is also better, because it is not only simple, but natural, i.e. 
grounded on and consonant with the political conditions of 
America. It produce~ a body which is both strong in itself and 
different in its collective character from the more popular House. 

It also-constitutes~ as Hamilton anticipated., a link between 
the State Governments and the National Government. It is a 
part of the latter, but its members derive their title to sit in it 
from their choice by State legislatures. In one ,respect this 
connection is no unmixed benefit, for it has helped to make the 
national parties powerful, and their strife intense, in these 
last-named bodies. Every vote in the Senate is so important 
to the great parties that they are forced to struggle for ascen
dency in each of the State legislatures by whom the senators 
are elected.. The method of choice in these bodies was formerly 
left to be fixed by the laws of each State, but as this gave rise 
to much uncertainty and intrigue, a Federal statute was passed 
in 1866 providing that each House of a State legislature shall 
first vote separately for the election of a Federal senator, and 
that if the choice of both Houses shall not fallon the same 
person, both Houses in joint meeting shall proceed to a joint 
vote, a majority of all the members elected to both Houses being 
present and Toting. Even under this arrangement, a senatorial 
election often leads to long and bitter struggles j the minority 
endeavouring to prevent a choice, and so keep the seat vacant.1 

The method of choosing the Senate by indirect election has 
excited the admiration of foreign critics, who have found in it 
a sole and sufficient cause of the excellence of the Senate as a 
legislative and executive authority. I shall presently inquire 
whether the critics are right. Meantime it is worth observing 
that the election of senators has in substance almost ceased 
to be indirect. They are still nominally chosen, as under the 
letter of the Constitution they must be chosen, by the State 
legislatures. The State legislature means, of course, the party 
for the time dominant, which holds a party meeting (caucus) 
and decides on the candidate, who is thereupon elected., the 
party going solid for whomsoever the majority has approved.. 
Now the determination of the caucus has very often been 

1 See as to this statute aud the evils of the present system a thoughtful 
article in the .dtlantic Monthlll for August, 1891, by Mr. W. P. Garrison. 
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arranged beforehand by the party managers. Sometimes when 
a vacancy in a senatorship approaches, the aspirants for it put 
themselves before the people of the State. Their names are 
discussed at the State party convention held for the nomina
tion of party candidates for State offices, and a vote in that 
convention decides who shall be the party nominee for the 
senatorship. This vote binds the party within and without 
the State legislature, and at the election of members for the 
State legislatnre, which immediately precedes the occurrence 
of the senatorial vacancy, candidates for seats in that legis
lature are frequently expected to declare for which aspirant 
to the senatorship they will, if elected, give their votes. l 

Sometimes the aspirant, who is of course a leading State 
politician, goes on the stomp in the interest of those candi
dates for the legislatnre who are prepared to support him, 
and urges his own claims while urging theirs.1 I do not say 
that things have, in most States, gone so far as to make 
the choice by the legislature of some particular person as 
senator a foregone conclusion when the legislature has been 
elected. Circumstances may change i compromises may be 
necessary i still, it is now· generally true that a reduced free
dom of choice remains· with the legislature. The people, or 
rather those-wire-pullers who manage the people and act in 
their nanle, have usually settled the matter at the election of 
the State legislature. So hard is it to make any scheme of 
indirect election work according to its original design i so hard 
is it to keep even a written and rigid constitntion from bend
ing and warping under the actual forces of politics.· 

I The Constitution of the State of Nebraska (1875) allows the electors in 
orotlng for members of the State leglaJature to .. express by ballot their prefer
eDee for lOme penon lor the ollioe of U.S. senator. The orotes cast lor such 
candidates sball be eanV8ll8ed and returned in the same manner as for State 
olli ..... rs." ThI8 is an attempt to eYade and by a aide wind deleat the provision 
of the Federal CoMlitution ... hich orests the choioe in the legislature. 

I The lamouslltmggle 01 Mr. Douglae and Mr. Lincoln lor the Dlinoia sena
torship in 1858 ..... condoeteci in a stump campaign. 

• A ~ frequently made 01 late years (and lately earned in the House 
01 Bep""",ntatioree) to amend the Federal Couatitutlon by taking the election 
of senators a .... y from the legislature in order to nat it in the people 01 each 
State Is approYed by lOme judicious publiciate, ... ho think thet bad candidates 
'II'iIl han !eM chanoe with the party at large and the people than they no ... 
han in bodl .. a", to be controlled by a bot 01 party maoagera. A nomlna~ 
Ing CODYeDtion is DO doubt .. bad a body .. a State legislature, but DOminatiOua 
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Members of the Senate vote as individuals, that is to say, the 
vote a. senator gives is his own and not that of his State. It 
was otherwise in the Congress of the old Confederation before 
1789 ; it is otherwise in the present Federal Council of the 
German Empire, in which each State votes as a whole, though 
the number of her votes is proportioned to her population. 
Accordingly, in the American Senate, the two senators from a 
State may belong to opposite parties; and this often happens 
in the case of senators from States in which the two great 
parties are pretty equally balanced, and the majority oscillates 
between them. l As the State legislatures sit for short terms 
(the larger of the two houses usually for two years only), a 
senator has during the greater part of his six years' term to look 
for re-election not to the present but to a future State legis
lature,! and this circumstance tends to give him somewhat more 
independence. 

The. length of the senatorial term was one of the provisions 
of the Constitution which were most warmly attacked and 
defended in 1788. A six years' tenure, it was urged, would 
turn the senators into dangerous aristocrats, forgetful of the 
legislature which had appointed them; and some went so far as 
to demand that the legislature of a St!tte should have the right 
to recall its senators.8 Experience has shown that the term is 
by no means too long; and its length is one among the causes 
which have made it easier for senators than for members of the 
House to procure re-election, a result which, though it offends 
the doctrinaires of democracy, has worked well for the coun
try. Senators from" the smaller States are more frequently 

made for popular elections will at least be made publicly, whereas now candi
dates for election by a legislature may be nominated secretly; and though 
there may be as much demagogism as at present, there will probably be less 
corruption. 

1 It was arranged from the beginning of the Federal Government that the 
two senatorships from the same State should never be vacant at the same time. 

S If a vacancy occurs in a senatorship at a time when the State legislature 
is not sitting, the executive of the State is empowered to fill it up until the next 
meeting of the State legislatore. This power is specially important if the 
vacancy occurs at a time when parties are equally divided in the Senate. 

8 This was recommended by a Peunsylvanian Convention, which met after 
the adoption of the Constitution to suggest amendments. See Elliot's Debates, 
ii. p. 545. A State legislature sometimes passes resolutions instructing its 
senators to vote in a particular way. but the senators are of course in no way 
bound to regard suell instructions. 
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re-elected than those from the larger, because in the small Stat('s 
the competition of ambitious men is less ke('n, politics less 
changeful, the people perhaps more steadily attached to a man 
whom they have once honoured with their confidence. The sen
ator from such a State generally finds it more easy to maintain 
his influence over his own legislature; not to add that if the State 
should be amenable to the power of wealth, his Tealth will 
tell far more than it could in a large State. Yet no small 
State was ever more controlled by one man than the great State 
of Pennsylvania has been by its "bosses" during the last thirty 
years. The average age of the Senate is less than might be 
expected. Three-fourths of its members are under sixty. The 
importance of the State he represents makes no great difference 
to the influence Thich a senator enjoys; this depends on his 
talents, experience, and character; and as the small State sen
ators have often the advantage of long service and a safe se-at, 
they are often among the most influential. 

The Senate resembles the Upper Houses of Europe, and 
differs from those of the British colonies, and of most of the 
States of the Union, in being a permanent body. It is an undy
ing body, with an existence continuous since its first creation; 
and though it changes, it does not change all at once, as do 
assemblies created by a single popular election, but undergoes 
an unceasing process of gradual renewal, like a lake into 
which streams bring fresh water to replace that Thich the 
issuing river carries out. As Harrington said of the Venetian 
Senate, .. being always changing, it is forever the same_" This 
provision was designed to give the Senate that permanency of 
composition which might qualify it to conduct or control the 
foreign policy of the nation. An incidental and more valuable 
result has been the creation of a set of traditious and a corpo
rate spirit which have tended to form habits of dignity and self
respect. The new senators, being comparatively few, are readily 
assimilated; and though the balance of power shifts from one 
party to another according to the predominance in the State 
legislatures of one or other party, it shifts more sl01l"ly than in 
bodies directly chosen all at once, and a policy is therefore less 
apt to be anddenly reversed. 

The legislative powers of the Senate being, except in one 
point, the same as those of the House of Representatives, Till 
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be described later. That one point is a restriction as regards 
money bills. On the ground that it is only by the direct rep
resentatives of the people that taxes ought to be levied, and in 
obvious imitation of the venerable English doctrine, which had 
already found a place in several State constitutions, the Consti
tution (Art. i § 7) provides that" All bills for raising revenue 
shall originate in the House of Representatives, but the Senate 
may propose or concur with amendments, as on other bills." In 
practice, while the House strictly guards its right of origination, 
the Senate largely exerts its power of amendment, and wrangles 
with the House overtaxes, and still more keenly over appropria
tions. Almost every session ends with a dispute, a conference, 
a compromise. Among the rules (a few extracts from which, 
touching some noteworthy points, will be found in the Appen
dix) there is none providing for a closure of debate (although 
an attempt to introduce such a rule was made by Henry Clay, 
and renewed in 1890), nor any limiting the length either of a 
debate or of a speech. The Senate is proud of having con
ducted its business without the aid of such regulations, and 
this has been due, not merely to the small size of the assembly, 
but to the sense of its dignity which has usually pervaded its 
members, and to the power which the opinion of the whole body 
has exercised on each. Where every man knows his colleagues 
intimately, each, if he has a character to lose, stands in awe of 
the others, and has so strong a sense of his own interest in 
maintaining the moral authority of the Chamber, that he is slow 
to resort to methods which might lower it in public estimation. 
Till recently, systematic obstruction, or, as it is called in 
America, "filibustering," familiar to the House, was almost 
unknown in the calmer air of the Senate. When it was applied 
some years ago by the Democratic senators to stop a bill to 
which they strongly objected, their conduct was not disapproved 
by the country, because the whole party, a minority very little 
smaller than the Republican majority, supported it, and people 
believed that nothing but some strong reason would have 
induced the whole party so to act. Accordingly the majority 
yielded. 

The absence of a closure rule is a fact of great political 
moment. In 1890 it prevented the passage of a bill, already 
accepted by the House, for placing Federal elections under the 
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control of Federal authorities, a measure which would have 
powerfully affected the Southern States, and might possibly 
have raised civil commotions. 

Divisions are taken, not by separating the senators into 
lobbies and counting them, as in the British Parliament, but 
by calling the names of senators alphabetically. The Constitu
tion provides that one-fifth of those present may demand that 
the Yeas and Nays be entered in the journal. Every senator 
answers to his name with Aye or No. He may, however, ask 
the leave of the Senate to abstain from voting; and if he is 
paired, he states, when his name is called, that he has paired 
with such and such another senator, and is thereupon excused. 

When the Senate goes into executive session, the galleries 
are cleared and the doors closed; and the obligation of secrecy 
is supposed to be enforced by the penalty of expulsion to 
which a senator, disclosing confidential proceedings, makes 
himself liable. Practically, however, newspaper men find 
little difficulty in ascertaining what passes in secret session.1 

The threatened punishment has never been inflicted, and 
occasions often arise when senators feel it to be desirable that 
the public should know what their colleagues have been doing. 
There has been for some time past a movement within the Sen
ate against maintaining secrecy, particularly with regard to the 
confirming of nominations to office j and thertt-is also a belief 
in the country that publicity would make for purity. But 
while some of the black sheep of the Senate love darkness 
because their works are evil, other members of undoupted 
respectability defend the present system because they think it 
BUpports the power and dignity of their body. 

1 Secrecy Is said to be better obaerved in the case of discussions on treaties 
than where appointments are In question. Some years ago a Western news
paper publilhed an account of what took place in a secret session. A commit
tee appointed to Inquire Into the matter questioned every aenator. Each swore 
that he had not divulged the proceedinge, and the newspaper people also swore 
that their Information did not come from any aenator. Nothing could be 
ucertalned. and nobody was pnoilhed. 



CHAPTER XI 

THE SENATE AS AN EXECUTIVE AND JUDICIAL BODY 

THE Senate is not only a legislative but also an executive 
Chamber; in fact in its early days the executive functions 
seem to have been thought the mOl'e important; and Ham
ilton went so far as to speak of the national executive 
authority as divided between two branches, the President and 
the Senate. These executive functions are two, the power of 
approving treaties, and that of confirming nominations to 
office submitted by the President. 

To what has already been said regarding the functions of 
the President al!-d Senate as regards treaties (see above, Chap
ter VI.) I need only add that the Senate through its right of 
confirming or rejecting engagements with foreign powers, 
secures a general control over foreign policy; though it must 
be remembered that many of the most important acts done in 
this sphere (as for instance the movement of troops or ships) 
are pureiy executive acts, not falling under this control. It is 
in the discretion of the President whether he will communi
cate current negotiations to it and take its advice upon 
them, or will say nothing till he lays a completed treaty 
before it. One or other course is from time to time followed, 
according to the nature of the case, or the degree of friendli
ness existing between the President and the majority of the 
Senate. But in general, the President's best policy is to keep 
the leaders of the senatorial majority, and in particular .. the 
committee on Foreign Relations, informed of the progress of 
any pending negotiation. He thus feels the pulse of the 
Senate, which, like other assemblies, has a collective se1£
esteem leading "it to strive for all the information and power it 
can secure, and while keeping it in good humour, can foresee 
what kind .of arrangement it may be induced to sanction. The 

106 
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right of going into secret session enables the whole Senate to 
consider despatches communicated by the President; and the 
more important ones, having first been submitted to the For
eign Relations committee, are thus occasionally discussed 
without the disadvantage of pUblicity. Of course no momen
tous secret can be long kept, even by the committee,taccording 
to the proverb in the Elder Edda - "Tell one man thy secret, 
but not two j if three know, the world knows." 

This control of foreign policy by the Senate goes far to 
meet the difficulties which every free government finds in 
dealing with foreign Powers. If each step to be taken must 
be previously submitted to the governing assembly, the nation 
is forced to show its whole hand, and precious opportunities 
of winning an ally or striking a bargain may be lost. If on 
the other hand the executive is permitted to conduct nego
tiations in secret, there is always the risk, either that the as
sembly may disavow what has been done, a risk which makes 
foreign states legitimately suspicious and unwilling to nego
tiate, or that the nation may have to ratify, because it feels 
bound in honour by the act of its executive agents, arrange
ments which its judgment condemns. The frequent participa
tion of the Senate in negotiations diminishes these difficulties, 
because it apprises the executive of what the judgment of 
the ratifying body is likely to be, and it commits that body 
by advance. The necessity of ratification by the Senate in 
order to give effect to a treaty, enables the country to retire 
from a doubtful bargain, though in a way which other Powers 
find disagreeable, as England did when the Senate rejected the 
Reverdy Johnson treaty of 1869. European statesmen Dlay 
ask what becomes under such a system of the boldness and 
promptitude so often needed to effect a successful coup in for
eign policy, or how a consistent attitude can be maintained if 
there is in the chairman of the Foreign Relations committee a 
sort of second foreign seCretary. The answer is that America 
is not Europe. The problems which the Foreign Office of the .J 
United States has to deal with are far fewer and usually far 
simpler than those of the Old World. The republic keeps! 
consistently to her own side of the Atlantic; nor is it the 
least of the merits of the system of senatorial control that it 
has t"nded, by discouraging the eXf'cntive from schemes which 
J c-r Dor!.';' complaiDed that the FlonmtiDe RepUblic could Dot keep a secret. 
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may prove resultless, to diminish the taste for foreign enter
prises, and to save the country from being entangled with al
liances, protectorates, responsibilities of all sorts beyond its 
own frontiers. It is the easier for the Americans to practise 
this reserve because they need no alliances, standing unassail
able in their own hemisphere. The circumstances of England, 
with her powerful European neighbours her Indian Empire, 
and her colonies scattered over the world, are widely different. 
Yet different as the circumstances of England are, the day may 
come wheu ill England the question of limiting the at present 
wide discretion of the executive in foreign affairs will have to 
be dealt with; 1 and the example of the American Senate will 
then deserve and receive careful study. 

The -Senate may and occasionally does amend a treaty, and 
returu it amended to the President. There is nothing to pre
vent it from proposing a draft treaty to him, or asking him to 
prepare one, but this is not the practice. For ratification a 
vote of two-thirds of the senators present is required. This 
gives great power to a vexatious minority, and increases the 
danger, evidenced by several incidents in the history of the 
Union, that the Senate or a faction in it may deal with foreign 
policy in a narrow, sectional, electioneering spirit. When the 
interest of any group of States is, Or is supposed to be, against 
the making of a given treaty, that treaty may be defeated by 
the senators from those States. They tell the other senators 
of their own party that the prospects of the party in the dis
trict of the country' whence they come will be improved if the 
treaty is rejected and a bold aggressive line is taken in further 
negotiations. Some of these senators, who care more for the 
party than for justice or the common interests of the country, 
rally to the cry, and all the more gladly if their party is op
posed to the President in power, because in defeating the 
treaty they humiliate his administration. Thus the treaty 
may be rejected, and the settlement of the question at issue 
indefinitely postponed. It may be thought that a party acting 
in this vexatious way will suffer in public esteem. This hap-

1 Parliament of course may and sometimes does interfere; but the majority 
which supports the ministry of the day nsnally forbears to press the Foreign 
Office for information which it Is declared to be undesirable to furnish. 

In 1886 a resolution was a1l but carried in t.be House of Commons, desiring 
a1l treaties to be laid before Parliament for its approval before being fina1ly 
concluded. 
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pens in extreme cases; but the public are usually so indif
ferent to foreign affairs, and so little skilled in judging of 
them, that offences of the kind described. may be committed 
with practical impunity. It is harder to fix responsibility on 
a body of senators than on the executive; and whereas the 
executive has usually an interest in settling diplomatic troubles, 
whose continuance it finds ~oying, the Senate has no such 
interest, but is Yilling to keep them open so long as some 
political advantage can be sucked out of them. The habit of 
using foreign policy for electioneering purposes is not confined 
to America. We have seen it in England, we have seen it in 
France, we have seen it even in monarchical Germany. But 
in America the treaty-confuming power of the Senate opens 
a particularly easy and tempting door to such practices. 

The other executive function of the Senate, that of con
firming nominations submitted. by the President, has been 
discussed. in the chapter on the powers of that officer. It is 
there explained how senators have used. their right of confir
mation to secure for themselves a huge mass of Federal 
patronage, and how by means of this right, a majority hostile to 
the President can thwart and annoy him. Sometimes he ought 
to be thwarted.: yet the protection which the Senate provides 
against abuses of his nominating power is far from complete .• 

Does the c~ntrol of the Senate operate to prevent abuses of 
patronage by the President? To some extent it does, yet less 
completely than could be wished. When the majority belongs 
to the same party as the President, appointments are usually 
arranged, or to use a familiar expression, "squared," between 
them, with a view primarily to party interests. When the 
majority is opposed. to the President, they are tempted to agree 
to his worst appointments, because such appointments discredit 
hun and his party with the country, and become a theme of 
h06tile comment in the next electioneering campaign. As the 
initiative is his, it is the nominating President, and not the 
confirming Senate, whom public opinion will condemn. These 
things being 80, it may be doubted whether this executive func
tion of the Senate is DOW a valuable part of the Constitution. 
It was designed to prevent the President from making himself 
a tyrant by filling the great offices with his accomplices or tools. 
That danger has passed away, if it ever existed; and Congress 
has other means of muzzling an ambitious chief magistrate. 
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The more fully responsibility for appointments can be concen
trated upon him, and the fewer the secret influences to which 
he is exposed, the better will his appointments be. On the 
other hand, it must be admitted that the participation of the 
Senate causes iIJ. practice less friction and delay than might 
have been expected from a dual control. The appointments to 
the cabinet offices are confirmed as a matter of course. Those 
of diplomatic officers are seldom rejected. "Little tiffs" are 
frequent when the senatorial majority is in opposition to the 
executive, but the machinery, if it does not work smoothly, 
works well enough to carry on the ordinary business of the 
country, though a European observer, surprised that a demo
cratic country allows such important business to be transacted 
with closed doors, is inclined to agree with the view lately 
advanced in the Senate that nominations ought to be discussed 
publicly rather than in secret executive session. 

The judicial function of the Senate is to sit as a High Court 
for the trial of persons impeached by the House of Representa
tives. The senators "are on oath or affirmation," and a vote 
of two-thirds of those present is needed for a conviction. Of 
the process, as affecting the President, I have spoken in 
Chapter v. It is applicable to other officials. Besides Presi-· 

Y'dent Johnson, ~ persons in all have been impeached, viz.:-
5" Four Federal judges, of whom two were acquitted, and two 

con'Vlcted, one for violence and drunkenness, the other for 
having joined ~he Secessionists of 1861. Impeachment is the 
only means by which a Federal judge can be got rid of. 
. One senator, who was acquitted for want of jurisdiction, the 
Senate deciding that a senatorship is not a "civil office" within 
the meaning of Art. iii. § 4 of the Constitution. 

One minister, a secretary of war, who resigned before the 
impeachment was actually preferred, and escaped on the 
ground that being a private person he was not impeachable. 

Rarely as this method of proceeding has been employed, it 
could not be dispensed with j and it is better that the Senate 
should try cases in which a political element is usually pres
ent, than that the impartiality of the Supreme cour~ shou~~ be 
exposed to the criticism it would have to bear, dld pohtlCal 
questions come before it. Many senators are or have been 
lawyers of eminence, so that so far as legal knowledge goes 
the:y are competent members of a court. 



CHAPTER XII 

THE SENATE: ITS WORKING AND INFLUENCE 

THE Americans consider the Senate one of the successes of 
their Constitution, a worthy monument of the -wisdom and 
foresight of its founders. Foreign observers have repeated 
this praise, and have perhaps, in their less perfect knowledge, 
sounded it even more loudly. 

The aims with which the Senate was created, the purposes 
it was to fulfil, are set forth, under the form of answers to 
objections, in five-letters (lxi.-Ixv.), all by Alexander Hamil
ton, in the Federalist. l These aims were the five following:-

To conciliate the spirit of independence in the several States, 
by giving each, however small, equal representation with every 
other, however large, in one br~nch of the national government. 

To create a council qualified, by its moderate size and the 
experience of its members, to advise and check the President 
in the exercise of his powers of appointing to office and con
cluding treaties. 

To restrain the impetuosity and fickleness of the popular 
House, and so guard against the effects of gusts of passion or 
Budden changes of opinion in the people. 

To provide a body of men whose greater experience, longer 
term of membership, and comparative independence of popular 
election, would make them an element of stability in the gov
prnment of the nation, enabling it to maintain its character in 
tile eyes of foreign States, and to preserve a continuity of 
policy at home an4 abroad. . 

To establish a Court proper for the trial of impeachments, a 
remedy deemed necessary to prevent abuse of power by the 
executive. 

18ee also Hamilton'. lpeechea In the New York Co'lventlon.-Elliot's 
Deba,", II. po 801 "Iq. • 

Ul 
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All of these five objects have been more or less perfectly 
attained; and the Senate has acquired a position in the gov
ernment which Hamilton scarcely ventured to hope for. In 
1788 he wrote: "Against the force of the immediate repre
sentatives of the people nothing will be able to maintain even 
the constitutional authority of the Senate, but such a display 
of enlightened policy, and attachment to the public good, as 
will divide with the House of Representatives the affections 
and support of the entire body of the people themselves." 

It may be doubted whether the Senate has excelled the 
House in attachment to the public good; but it has certainly 
shown greater capacity for managing the public business, and 
has won the respect, if not the affections, of the people, by its 
sustained intellectual power. 

The Fedemlist did not think it necessary to state, nor have 
Americans generally realized; that this masterpiece of the 
Constitution-makers was in fact a happy accident. No one in 
the Convention of 1787 set out with the idea-of such a Senate 
as ultimately emerged from their deliberations. It grew up 
under the hands of the Convention, as the result of the neces
sity for reconciling the conflicting demands of the large and 
the small States. The concession of equal representation in 
the Senate induced the small States to accept ~he principle of 
representation according to population in the House of Rep
resentatives; and a series of compromises between the advo
cates of popular power, as embodied in the House, and those , 
of monarchical power, as embodied in the President, led to the 
allotment of attributes and functions which have made the 
Senate what it is. When the work which they had almost 
unconsciously perfected was finished, the leaders of the Con
vention perceived its excellence, and defended it by arguments 
ill which we feel the note of sincere conviction. Yet the con
ception they formed of it differed from the reality which has 
been evolved. Although they had created it as a branch of 
the legislature, they thought of it as being first and foremost 
a body with executive functions. And this, at first, it was. 
The traditions of the old Congress of the Confederation, in 
which the delegates of the States voted by States, the still 
earlier traditions of the executive councils, which advised the 
governors of the colonies while still subject to the British 

, 
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Crown, clung about the Senate and affected the mi f the 
senators. It was a small body, originally of twenty-stx, 
in 1810 of thirty-four members only, a body not ill fitted for 
executive work. Its members, regarding themselves as a sort 
of congress of ambassadors from their respective States, were 
accustomed to refer for adrice and instructions each to his 
State legislature. So late as 1828, a senator after arguing 
strongly against a measure declared that he wonld neverthe
less vote for it, because he believed his State to be in its 
favour! For the first five years of its existence, the Senate 
sat with closed doors, occupying itself chiefly with the confi
dential business of appointments and treaties, and conferring 
in private with the ministers of the President. Not till 1816 
did it create, in imitation of the House, those Standing Com
mittees which the experience of the House had shown to be, 
in bodies where the executive ministers do not sit, the neces
sary organs for dealing with legislative business. Its present 
character as a legislative body, not less active and powerful 
than the other branch of Congress, is the result of a long 
process of evolution, a process possible (as will be more fully 
explained hereafter) even under the rigid Constitution of the 
enited Statea, because the langua.,<>e of the sections which 
define the competence of the Senate is wide and general But 
in gaining legislative authority, it has not lost its executive 
functions, although those which relate to treaties are largely 
nercised on the adrice of the standing Committee on For
eign Relations. And as respects these executive functions 
it stands alone in the world. No European state, no British 
colony, entrusts to an elective assembly that direct participa
tion in executive business which the Senate enjoys. 

What is meant by saying that the Senate has proved a 
8nccess ? 

It has sncceeded by effecting that chief object of the Fathers 
of the Constitution, the creation of a centre of gravity in the 
goyernment, an authority able to correct and check on the one 
hand the "democratic recklessness" of the House, on the 

I A all1li1ar lltate:ment .... 1IUIde iD 1883 by a senator from Arkaosas in josti
fJia« Ilia ..... I ... a biD lie cliaappro.-ed. But the fad; tha& from early days 
d01"n.uds 1IIe IWo IIPnaton from a State might (aud did) 'I'ote agaiDst ODe 
aoolller ahoW1I tha& 1IIe true view 01 tile _ ia tha& lie repreaeote the 
people aud _ 1IIe go'l'8l'llDlellt of Ilia StaIa. 

W~~ I 
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other the "monarchical ambition" of the President. Placed 
between the two, it is necessarily the rival and often the oppo
nent of both. The House can accomplish nothing without its 
concurrence. The President can be checkmated by its resist- ! 

ance. These are, so to speak, negative or prohibitive suc
cesses. It has achieved less in the way of positive work, ' 
whether of initiating good legislation or of improving the . 
measures which the House sends it. But the whole scheme 
of the American Constitution tends to put stability above 
activity, to sacrifice the productive energies of the bodies it 
creates to their power of resisting changes in the general 
fabric of the government. The Senate has succeeded in mak
ing itself eminent and respected. It has drawn the best talent 
of the nation, so far as that talent flows to politics, into its 
body, has established an intellectual supremacy, has furnished 
a vantage grOlmd from which men of ability may speak with 
authority to their fellow-citizens. 

To what causes are these successes to be ascribed? Hamil
ton assumed that the Senate would be weaker than the House 
of Representatives, because it would not so directly spring 
from, speak for, be looked to by, the people. This was a 
natural view, especially as the analogy between the position 
of the Senate towards the House of Representatives in Amer
ica, and that of the House of Lords towards the House of 
Commons in Great Britain, an analogy constantly present to 
the men of 1787, seemed to suggest that the larger and more 
popular chamber must dwarf and overpower the smaller one. 
But the Senate has proved no less strong, and more intellect
ually influential, than its sister House of Congress. The 
analogy wjtS unsound, because the British House of Lords is 
hereditary and the Senate representative. In tnese days no 
hereditary assembly, be its members ever so able, ever so 
wealthy, ever so socially powerful, can speak with the au
thority which belongs to those who speak for the people. 
Mirabeau's famous words in the Salle des Menus at Versailles, 
" Weare here by the will of the people, and nothing but 
bayonets shall send us hence," express the whole current of mod
ern feeling. Now the Senate, albeit not chosen by direct pop
ular election, does represent the people; and what it may lose 
through not standing in immediate contact with the masses, 
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it gains in representing such ancient and powerful common
wealths as the States. A senator from New York or Penn
sylvania speaks for, and is responsible to, millions of men. 
No wonder he has an authority beyond that of the long
descended nobles of Prussia, or the peers of Britain whose 
possessions stretch over whole counties. 

This is the first reason for the strength of the Senate, as 
compared with the upper chambers of other countries. It is 
built on a wide and solid foundation of choice by the people 
and consequent responsibility to them. A second cause is to 
be found in its small size. A small body educates its members 
better than a large one, because each member has more to do, 
sooner masters the business not only of his committee but of 
the whole body, feels a livelier sense of the significance of his 
own action in bringing about collective action. There is less 
disposition to abuse the freedom of debate. Party spirit may 
be as intense as in great assemblies, yet it is mitigated by the 
wish to keep on friendly terms with those whom, however 
much you may dislike them, you have constantly to meet, and 
by the feeling of a common interest in sustaining the author
ity of the body. A senator soon gets to know each of his 
colleagues-they were originally only twenty-five-and what 
each of them thinks of him j he becomes sensitive to their opin
ion j he is less inclined to pose before them, however he may 
pose before the public. Thus the Senate formed, in its child
hood, better habits in discussing and transacting its business 
than would have been formed by a large assembly j and these 
habits its maturer age retains. Its comparative permanence 
has also worked for good. Six years, which seem a short 
term in Europe, are in America a long term when compared 
with the two years for which the House of Representatives 
and the Assemblies of nearly all the States are elected, long 
also when compared with the swiftness of change in American 
politics. A senator has the opportunity of thoroughly learn
ing his work, and of proving that he has learnt it. He be
comes slightly more independent of his constituency, which in 
America, whE're politicians catch at every passing breeze of 
opinion, is a clear gain. He is relieved a little, though only a 
little, of the duty of going on the stump in his State, and 
maintaining his influence among local politicians there. 
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The smallness and the permanence of the Senate have 
however another important influence on its character. They 
contribute to one main cause of its success, the superior 
intellectual quality of its members. Every European who has 
described it, has dwelt upon the capacity of those who compose 
it, ~nd most have followed Tocqueville in attributing this 
capacity to the method of double election. The choice of 
senators by the State legislature is supposed (but I think 
erroneously) to have proved a better means than direct choice 
by the people of discovering and selecting the fittest men. I 
have already remarked that the legislatures now do little more 
than register and formally complete a choice already made by 
the party managers, and perhaps ratified in the party conven
tion, and am inclined to believe that direct popular election 
would work better. But apart from this recent development, 
and reviewing the whole hundred years' history of the Senate, 
the true explanation of its capacity is to be found in the 
superior attraction whicl). it has for the ablest and most ambi
tious men. A senator has more power than a member of the 
House, more dignity, a longer term of service, a more in
dependent position. Hence every Federal politician aims at 
a senatorship, and looks on the place of Representative as a 
stepping-stone to what may fairly be called an Upper House, 
because it is the House to which Representatives seek to 
mount. lt is no more surprising that the average' capacity of 
the Senate should surpass that of .the House, than that the 
average cabinet minister of Europe should be abler than the 
average member of the legislature. 

What is more, the Senate so trains its members as to 
improve their political efficiency. Several years of service in 
a small body, with important and delicate executive work, are 
worth twice as many years of jostling in the crowd of repre
sentatives at the other end of the Capitol. If the Senate does 
not find the man who enters it already superior to the average 
of Federal politicians, it makes him superior. But natural 
selection, as has been said, usually seats upon its benches the 
best ability of the country that has flowed into political life, 
and would do so no less were the election in form a direct one 
by the people at the polls. 

Most of the leading men of the last sixty years have sat in 
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the Senate, and in it were delivered most of the famous 
speeches which illumine, though too rarely, the wearisome 
debates over State rights and slavery from 1825 till 1860. 
One of these debates, that in thc beginning of 1830, which 
called forth Daniel Webster's majestic defence of the Consti
tution, was long called par excellence" the great debate in the 
Senate." 1 

Of the 16 senators who sat in the forty-eighth Congress 
(1883-85) 31 had sat in the other House of Congress, and 
49 had served in State legislatures.! In the fifty-second Con
gress (1891-93) out of 88 senators, 34 had sat in the House 
of Representatives, and 50 in State legislatures. Many had 
been judges or State governors; many had sat in State con
ventions. Nearly all had held some public function. A man 
must have had considerable experience of affairs, and of 
human nature in its less engaging aspects, before he enters 
this august conclave. But experience is not aU gain. Prac
tice makes perfect in evil-doing no less than in well-doing. 
The habits of local politics and of work in the House of Rep
resentatives by which the senators have been trained, while 
they develop shrewdness and quickness in all characters, tell 
injuriously on characters of the meaner sort, leaving men's 
views narrow, and giving them a taste as well as a talent for 
intrigue. 

The chamber in which the Senate meets is rectangular, but 
the part occupied by the seats is semicircular in form, the 
Vice-President of the United States, who acts as presiding 
officer, having his chair on a marble dais, slightly raised, in 
the centre of the chord, with the senators all turned towards 
him as they sit in c~ving rows, each in an arm-chair, with a 
desk in front of it. The floor is about as large as the whole 
superficial area of the British House of Commons, but as there 
are great galleries on all four sides, running back over the 

1 In thoae days the Senate oat In that Bmaller cham ber which is now occu
pied by the Snpreme Federal Coort. 

'1 cannot be Bore of the absolote actoal accoracy 01 these figures, which I 
have compiled from the Congre,lional Directory, becaW18 some Beoat{lrs do 
not set forth the whole of their political career. The proportion of Benators 
who have prerio08ly baen members of the Hoose of Representatives was 
larger among the Benators from the older States hoth in 188i and in 1892 than 
It ia In the Weat. 
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lobbies, the upper part of the chamber and its total air-space 
much exceeds that of the English house. One of these gal
leries is appropriated to the President of the United States; 
the others to ladies, diplomatic representatives, the press, and 
the public. Behind the senatorial chairs and desks there is 
an open space into which strangers can be brought by the 
senators, who sit and talk on the sofas there placed. Members 
of foreign legislatures are allowed access to this outer " floor 
of the Senate." There is, especially when the galleries are 
empty, a slight echo in the room, which obliges most speakers 
to strain their voices. Two or three pictures on the walls 
somewhat relieve the cold tone of the chamber, with its mar
ble platform and sides unpierced by windows, for the light 
enters through glass compartments in the ceiling. 

A senator always addresses the Chair" Mr. President," and 
refers to other senators by their States, "The senator from 
Ohio," "The senator from Tennessee." When two senators rise 
at the same moment, the Chair calls on one, indicating him by 
his State, " The senator from Minnesota has the floor." 1 Sena
tors of the Democratic party apparently always have sat on the 
right of the chair, Republican senators on the left; but, as 
already explained, the parties do not face one another. The 
impression which the place makes on a visitor is one of busi
ness-like gravity, a gravity which though plain is dignified. 
It has the air not so much of a popular assembly as of a diplo
matic congress. The English House of Lords, with its fretted 
roof and windows rich with the figures of departed kings, its 
majestic throne, its Lord Chancellor in his wig on the woolsack, 
its benches of lawn-sleeved bishops, its bar where the Commons 
throng at a great debate, is not only more gorgeous and pictur
esque in externals, but appeals far more powerfully to the histo
rical imagination, for it seems to carry the middle ages down 
into the modern world. The Senate is modern, severe, and prac
tical. So, too, few debates in the Senate rise to the level of the 

1 A late President of the Senate was in the habit of distinguishing the two 
senators from the State of Arkansas, by calling on one as the senator for 
.. Arkansas" (pronounced as written, with accent on the penult), and the 
other as the senator for .. Arkansaw," with the second syllable short. As 
Europeans often ask which is the correct pronunciation, I may say that both 
are in common use. But the legislature of Arkansas has lately by a .. join, 
resolution" declared" Arkansas" to be right. 
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best debates in the English chamber. But the Senate seldom 
wears that air of listless vacuity and superannuated indolence 
which the House of Lords presents on all but a few nights of 
every session. The faces are keen and forcible, as of men who 
have learned to know the world, and have much to do in it j 
the place seems cousecrated to great affairs. 

As might be expected from the small number of the audi
ence, as well as from its character, discussions in the Senate 
are apt to be sensible and practical. Speeches are shorter and 
less fervid than those made in the House of Representatives, 
for the larger an assembly the more prone is it to declamation. 
The least useful debates are those on show-days, when a series 
of set discourses are delivered on some prominent question. 
Each senator brings down and fires off in the air, a carefully
prepared oration, which may have little bearing on what has 
gone before. In fact the speeches are made not to convince 
the assembly, - no one dreams of that, - but to keep a man's 
opinions before the public and sustain his fame. The ques
tion at issue is .sure to have been already settled, either in 
a committee or in a "caucus" of the party which com
mands the majority, so that these long and sonorous harangues 
are mere rhetorical thunder addressed to the nation out
side. 

The Senate now contains many men of great wealth. Some, 
an increasing number, are senators because they are rich j a 
few are rich because they are senators j while in the remaining 
cases the same talents which have won success in law or com
merce have brought their possessor to the top in politics also. 
The great majority are or have been lawyers j some regularly 
practise before the Supreme Court. Complaints are occasion
ally levelled against the aristocratic tendencies which wealth 
is supposed to have bred, and sarcastic references are made to 
the sumptuous residences which senators have built on the 
new avenues of Washington. While admitting that there is 
more sympathy for the capitalist class among these rich men 
than there would be in a Senate of poor men, I must add that 
the Senate is far from being a class body like the upper houses 
of England or Prussia or Spain or Denmark. It is substan
tially representative, by its composition as well as by legal 
delegation, of all parts of American society; it is far too 
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dependent, and far too sensible that it is dependent, upon 
public opInion, to dream of legislating in the interest of the 
rich. The senators, however, indulge some social pretensions. 
They are the nearest approach to an official aristocracy that 
has yet been seen in America. They and their wives are 
allowed precedence at private entertainments, as well as on 
public occasions, over members of the House, and of course 
over private citizens. Jefferson might turn in his grave if he 
knew of such an attempt to introduce European distinctions of 
rank into his democracy; yet as the office is temporary, and 
the rank vanishes with the office, these pretensions are harm
less; it is only the universal social. equality of the country 
that makes them noteworthy. Apart from such petty advan
tages, the. position of a senator, who can count on re-election, 
is the most desirable in the political world of America. It 
gives as much power and influence as a man need desire. It 
secures for him the ear of the public. It is more permanent 
than the presidency or a cabinet office, requires less labour, 
involves less vexation, though still great vexation, by importu
nate office-seekers. 

European writers on America have been too much inclined 
to idealize the Senate. Admiring its structure and function, 
they have assumed that the actors must be worthy of their 
parts. They have been encouraged in this tendency by the 
language of many Americans. As the Romans were never 
tired of repeating that the ambassador of Pyrrhus had called 
the Roman senate an assembly of kings, so Americans of re
finement, who are ashamed of the turbulent House of Repre
sentatives, have been wont to talk of the Senate as a sort of 
Olympian dwelling-place of statesmen and sages. It is nothing 
of the kind. It is a company of shrewd and vigorous men who 
have fought their way to the front by the ordinary methods of 
American politics, and on many of whom the battle has left its 
stains. There are abundant opportunities for intrigue in the 
Senate, because its most important business is done in the 
secrecy of committee rooms or of executive session j and many 
senators are intriguers. There are opportunities for misusing 
senatorial powers. Scandals have sometimes arisen from the· 
practice of -employing as counsel before the Supreme Court, 
senators whose influence has contributed to the appointment 
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or confirmation of the judges.1 There are opportunities for 
corruption and blackmailing, of which unscrupulous men are 
well known to take advantage. Such men are fortunately few; 
but considering how demoralized are the legislatures of a few 
States, their presence must be looked for; and the rest of the 
Senate, however it may blush for them, is obliged to work with 
them and to treat them as equals. The contagion of political 
vice is nowhere so swiftly potent as in legislative bodies, be
cause you cannot tabop a man who has got a vote. You may 
loathe him personally, but he is the people's choice. He bas 
a right to share in the government of the country; you are 
grateful to him wben he saves you on a critical division; you 
discover that "he is not such a bad fellow when one knows 
him" j people remark that he gives good dinners, or bas an 
agreeable wife; and so it goes on till falsehood and knavery 
are covered under the cloak of party loyalty. 

As respects ability, the Senate cannot be profitably compared 
with the English House of Lords, because tbat assembly con
sists of some fifteen eminent and as many ordinary men attend
ing regularly, with a multitude of undistinguished persons who 
rarely appear, and take no sbare in the deliberations. Setting 
the Senate beside the House of Commons, the average natural 
capacity of its ninety members is not above that of the ninety 
best men in the English House. There is more variety of 
talent in the latter, and a greater breadth of culture. On 
the other hand, the Senate excels in legal knowledge as well 
as in practical shrewdness. The House of Commons contains 
more men who could give a good address .on a literary or histor
ical subject; the Senate, together with some eminent lawyers, 
has more who could either deliver a rousing popular harangue 
or manage the business of a great trading company, these being 
the forms of capacity commonest among congressional poli
ticians. An acute American observer says (writing in 1885): 

.. The Senate Is just what the mode of Its election and the conditions of 
public life In this country make It. Its members are chosen from the ranks 
of active politicians, in accordance with a law of natural selection to which 

I In 1886, a bill was bronght In forbidding members of either House of Con
greaa to appear In the Federal courts as counsel for any railroad company or 
ntber corporation wbich mlgbt, in respect of Its having received land grants, 
be a1fected by Federallegielation. 



122 THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT PART I 

the State legislatures are commonly obedient; and it is probable that it 
contains, consequently, the best men that our system calls into politics. 
H these best men are not good, it is because our system of government 
fails to attract better men by its prizes, not because the country affords or 
could afford no finer material. The Senate is in fact, of course, nothing 
more than a part, though a considerable part, of the public service; and 
if the general conditions of that service be such as to starve statesmen and 
foster demagogues, the Senate itself will be full of the latter kind, simply 
because there are no others available." 1 

This judgment is severe, but not unjust. Whether the sena
tors of to-day are inferior in ability and integrity to those 
of fifty, thirty, twenty years ago, is not easy to determine. 
But it must be admitted, however regretfully, that they are 
less independent, less respected by the people, less influential 
with the people, than were their predecessors; and their 
wealth, which has made them fear the reproach of wanting 
popular sympathies, may count for something in this decline. 

The place which the Senate holds in the constitutional sys
tem of America cannot be fully appreciated till the remaining 
parts of that system have been described. This much, how
ever, may be claimed for it, that it has been and is still, though 
perhaps less than formerly, a steadying and moderating power. 
One cannot say in the language of European politics that it 
has represented aristocratic principles, or anti-popular princi
ples, or even conservative principles. Each of the great his
toric parties has in turn commanded a majority in it, and the 
difference between their strength has during the last decade 
been but slight. On none of the great issues that have 
divided the nation has the Senate been, for any IOllg period, 
decidedly opposed to the other House of Congress. It showed 
no more capacity than the House for grappling with the prob
lems of slavery extension. It was scarcely less ready than the 
House to strain the Constitution by supporting Lincoln in the 
exercise of the so-called war powers, or subsequently by cutr 
ting down presidential authority in the struggle between Con
gress and Andrew Johnson, though it refused to convict him 
when impeached by the House. All the fluctuations of public 
opinion tell upon it, nor does it venture, any more than the 
House, to confront a popular impulse, because it is, equally 
with the House, subject to the control of the. great parties, 

1 Woodrow Wilson, Congressional Government, p. 19!1. 
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which seek to use while they obey the dominant sentiment of 
the hour. 

But the fluctuations of opinion tell on it less energetically 
than on the House of Representatives. They reach it more 
slowly and gradually, owing to the system which renews it by 
one-third every second year, so that it sometimes happens that 
before the tide has risen to the top of the flood in the Senate it 
has already begun to ebb in the country. The Senate has been a 
stouter bul wark against agitation, not merely because a majority 
of the senators have always four years of membership before 
them, within which period public feeling may change, but also 
because the senators have been individually stronger men than 
the representatives. They are less democratic, not in opinion, 
but in temper, because they are more self-confident, because 
they have more to lose, because experience has taught them 
how fleeting a thing popular sentiment is, and how useful 
a thing continuity in policy is. The Senate has therefore 
usually kept its head better than the House of Representatives. 
It has expressed more adequately the judgment, as contrasted 
with the emotion, of the nation. In this sense it does consti
tute a "check and balance" in the Federal government. Of 
the three great functions which the Fathers of the Constitution 
meant it to perform, the first, that of securing the rights of 
the smaller States, is no longer important; while the second, 
that of advising or controlling the Executive in appointments 
as well as in treaties, has given rise to evils almost commensu
rate with its benefits. But the third duty is still discharged, 
for "the propensity of a single and numerous assembly to yield 
to the impulse of sudden and violent passions" is frequently, 
though not invariably, restrained. 



CHAPTER XIll 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA.TIVES 

THE House of Representatives, usually called for shortness 
the House, represents the nation on the basis of population, as 
the Senate represents the States. 

But even in the composition of the House the States play an 
important part. The Constitution provides 1 that "representa
tives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several 
States according to their respective numbers," and under this 
provision Congress allots so many members of the House to 
each State in proportion to its population at the last preceding 
decennial census, leaving the State to determine the districts 
within its own area for and by which the members shall be 
chosen. These districts are now equal or nearly equal in size; 
but in laying them out there is ample scope for the process 
called "gerrymandering,"· which the dominating party in a 

1 Constitution, Art. i. § 2, par. 3; cf. Amendment nv. § 2-
I So called from Elbridge Gerry, a leading Democratic politician in Massa.

chusetts (a member of tbe Constitutional Convention of 1787, and in 1812 
elected Vice-President of tbe United States), who when Massachusetts was 
being re-districted contrived a scheme which gave one of tbe districts a shape 
like tbat of a lizard. Stuart, tbe well·known artist, entering tbe room of an 
editor who had a map of tbe new districts hanging on tbe wall over his desk 
observed, .. Why, this district looks like a salanlander," and put in tbe claws 
aud eyes of tbe creature witb his pencil. .. Say ratber a Gerrymander," 
replied tbe editor; and tbe name stuck. The aim of gerrymandering, of 
course, is so to layout tbe one-membered districts as to secure in tbe greatest 
possible number of tbem a majority for tbe party which conducts tbe opera
tion. This is done sometimes by throwing tbe greatest possible number of 
hostile voters Into a district which is anyhow certain to be hostile, sometimes 
by adding to a district where parties are equally divided some place in which 
the majority of friendly voters is sufficient to tum the seale. There is a 
district in Mississippi (tbe so-called Shoe String district) 500 miles long by 40 
broad, and another in Pennsylvania resembling a dumb-bell. South Carolina 
furnishes some beautiful recent examples. And in Missouri a district has 
been contrived longer, if measured along it.. windings, than the State itself, 
into which as large a number as possible of the negro voters have been thrown. 

J2!I, 
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State rarely fails to apply for its own advantage. Where a 
State legislature has failed to redistribute the State into con
gressional districts, after the State has received an increase of 
representatives, the additional member or members are elected 
by the voters of the whole State on a general ticket, and are 
called" representatives at large." Recently one State (Maine) 
elected all its representatives on this plan, while another (Kan
sas) elected three by districts and four by general ticket. Each 
district, of course, lies wholly within the limits of one State. 
When a Beat becomes vacant the governor of the State issues a 
writ for a new election, and when a member desires to resign 
his Beat he doeB BO by letter to the governor. 

The original House which met in 1189 contained only sixty
five members, the idea being that there should be one member 
for every 30,000 persons. As population grew and new States 
were added, the number of members was increased. Originally 
Congress fixed the ratio of members to population, and the 
House accordingly grew i but latterly, fearing a too rapid 
increase, it has fixed the number of members with no regard 
for any precise ratio of members to population. Till the elec
tion of 1892 the number was 332: it is now, under a statute of 
1891, fixed at 356, being, according to the census of 1890, one 
member to about 114,000 Bouls.A-SixStates, Delaware, Idaho, 
Montana, Nevada, N. Dakota, Wyoming, have under this Act ,I " 

one represeutativeeach i eight have two each; while New York 'i~. 
has thirty-four, and Pennsylvania thirty. Besides these full I 

members there are also four Territorial delegates, one from each 
of the Territories, regions in the West enjoying a species of self-

. government, but not yet formed into States. These delegates sit 
and speak, but have noright to vote, being nnrecognized by the 
Constitution. They are, in fact, merely persons whom the House 
nnder a statute admits to its floor and permits to address it. 

The quomm of the House, as of the Senate, is a majority of I 
the whole number. Till the Fifty-first Congress the custom 
had been to treat as absent all members who did not answer to 
their names on a roll~, but in 1890, one party persistently 
refusing to answer in order to prevent the transaction of 
business, the Speaker asserted the right of counting for the 
purposes of a quomm all he saw present. A rule was then 
passed directing him so to count. This was dropped in the next 
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Congress, but in 1894 restored, substituting two tellers for the 
Speaker. 

The electoral franchise on which the House is elected is for 
each State the same as that by which the members of the more 
numerous branch of the State legislature are chosen. Originally 
franchises varied much in different States; and this was a prin
cipal reason why the Convention of 1787 left the matter to the 
States to settle: now what is practically manhood suffrage pre
vails everywhere. A State, however, has a right of limiting 
the suffrage as it pleases, and many States do exclude persons 
convicted of c·rime, paupers, illiterates, etc. By the fifteenth 

I amendment to the Constitution (passed in 1870) "the right of 

I 
citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by any State on account of race, colour, or previous 

; condition of servitude," wllile by the fourteenth amendment 
! (passed in 1868) "the basis of representation in any State is 

I reduced in respect of any male citizens excluded from the suf
frage, save for participation in rebellion 01' other crimes." Each 
State has therefore a strong motive for keeping its suffrage 

; wide, but the fact remains that the franchise by which the 
Federal legislature is chosen may differ vastly, and does in 
some small points actually differ in different parts of the 
Union. l 

Members are elected for two years, and the election always 
takes place in the even years, 1892, 1894, and so forth. Thus 
the election of every second Congress coincides with that of a 
President j and admirers of the Constitution find in this ar
rangement another of their favourite" checks;' because while 
it gives the incoming President a Congress presumably, though 
by no means necessarily, of the same political complexion as 
his own, it enables the people within two years to express 
their approval or disapproval of his conduct by sending up 
another House of Representatives which may support or op
pose the ·policy he has followed. The House does not in the 
regular course of things meet until a year has elapsed from 
the time whe;n it has been elected, though the President may 
convoke it sooner, i.e. a House elected in November 1892 will 

1 Rhode Island retained till 1888 a small property qualification for electors, 
and in some States payment of a poll tax is made a condition to the exercise 
of electoral rights. . See Chapter XL. on State Legislatures. 
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not meet till December 1893, unless the President summons it 
in "extraordinary session" some time after March 1893, when 
the previous House expires. This summous has been issued 
ten times only since 1189; and has so often brought ill luck 
to the summoning President that a sort of superstition against 
it has now grown up" The question is often mooted whether 
a new Congress ought not by law to meet within six months 
after its election, for there are inconveniences in keeping an 
elected House unorganized and Speakerless for a twel vemonth. 
But the country is not so fond of Congress as to desire more 
of it. It is a singular result of the present arrangement that 
the old House continues to sit for nearly four months after the 
members of the new House have been elected, and that a meas
ure may still be pressed in the expiring Congress, against which 
the country has virtually pronounced at the general elections 
already held for its successor. In the Fifty-first Congress 
the House voted more than 500 millions of dollars in its appro
priation bills after a new Congress had been elected, and when 
therefore it had in strictness no longer any constituents. 

The expense of an election varies greatly from district to 
district. Sometimes, especially in great cities where illegiti
mate expenditure is more frequent and less detectible than in 
rural districts, it rises to a sum of $10,000 (£2000) or more: 
IOmetimes it is trifling.· No estimate of the average can be 
formed, because no returns of congressional election expenses 
are reqnired by law; but as a rule a seat costs less than one 
for a county division does in England.1 A candidate, unless 
very wealthy, is not expected to pay the whole expense out of 
his own pocket, but is aided often by the local contributions 
of his friends, sometimes by a subvention from the election 
funds of the party in the State. All the official expenses, such 
as for clerks, polling booths, etc., are paid by the public. Al
though bribery is not rare, comparatively few elections are 

I Thla m loel!: Is enppoeed (say8 Mr. Blaine in his TID .... ,J,I roar. in Con
gnu) ... 8ttach espeeially ... May _ions, which reminds one of the Bnpersti
tion against May marriages mentioned by John Knox apropos of the marriage 
of Mary Qooen of 800la and Damley. 

I A .... bribery, _ Vol. n. Chap. LXvn. 
• 10 England the fixlnl!' a maximum, proportioned ... the nomber of electors, 

baa greatly reduced the roet of eleetioD8. The average expenditure, aU kinds 
of expense Included, _ma, In ('ODDly constituencles, to be from £1100 ... £1200, 
and in bol'Oll&ha from £lOO ... £500. 
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impeached, for the difficulty of proof is increased by the cir
cumstance that the House, which is the investigating and 
deciding authority, does not meet till a year after the election. 
As a member is elected for two years only, and the investiga
tion would probably drag on during the whole of the first 
session, it is scarcely worth while to dispute the return for 
the sake of turning him out for the second session.l In some 
States, drinking places are closed on the election day. 

Among the members of the House there are few young men, 
and still fewer old men. The immense majority are between 
forty and sixty. Lawyers abound, including in that term 
both those who in Great Britain are called barristers or ad
vocates, and those who are called attorneys, there being in 
America no distinction between these two branches of the 
profession. An analysis of the House in the fiftieth Congress 
showed that two hundred and three members, or nearly two
thirds of the whole number, had been trained or had practised 
as lawyers, while in the fifty-second the number was two hun 
dred. Of course many of these had practically dropped law 
as a business, and given themselves wholly to politics. Next 
in number come the men engaged in manufactures or com
merce, in agriculture, or banking, or journalism, but no one of 
these occupations counted as many as forty members.! lIIin
isters of religion are very rare; there were, however, two in 
the fifty-second Congress. No military or naval officer, and 
no person in the civil service of the United States, can sit. 
Scarcely any of the great rail way men go into Congress, a fact 
of much significance when one considers that they are really 
the most powerful people in the country; and of the numerous 
lawyer "!i;embers very few are leaders of the bar in their re
spective !:itates. The reason is the same in both cases. Resi
dence in Washington makes practice at the bar of any of the 
great cities impossible, and men in lucrative practice would 

lIt has been recently proposed to transfer to a judicial tribnnal the trial of 
election cases, which are now nsually decided on party lines. 

2 In the fifty-second Congress the number of persons stating themselves to 
be engaged in commerce waS 49, in agriculture 39. In the forty-eighth Con
gress there were 205 lawyers. I take these numbers from the Congressional 
Directory, wbich I have carefully analyzed, but as some members do not state 
their occupations, the analysis is not quite complete, and there are probably 
more lawyers than the number I have given. 
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not generally sacrifice their <profes~ion in order to sit in the 
House, while railway managers or financiers are too much en
grossed by their business to be able to undertake the duties of 
a member. The absence of railway men by no means implies 
the absence of railway influence, for it is as easy for a company 
to influence legislation from without Congress as from within. 

Most members, including nearly all western men, have re
ceived their early education in the common schools, but about 
one half of the whole number have also graduated in a uni
versity or college. This does not necessarily mean what it 
would mean in Europe, for some of the smaller colleges are no 
better than English grammar schools and not as good as Ger
man s:ymnasia. It is noticeable that in the accounts of their 
career which members prepare for the pages of the Congres
.ional Directory, they usually dwell upon the fact of their 
graduation, or state that they have "received an academic 
education." I A good many, but apparently not the majority, 
have served in the legislature of their own State. Compara
tively few are wealthy, and few are very poor, while scarcely 
any were at the time of their election working men. Of course 
no one could be a working man while he sits, for he would 
have no time to spare for his trade, and the salary would more 
than meet his wants. Nothing prevents an artisan from being 
returned to Congress, but there seems little disposition among 
the working classes to send one of themselves. 

A member of the House enjoys the title of Honourable, 
which is given to him not merely within the House (as in 
England), but in the world at large, as for instance in the 
addresses of his letters. As he shares it with members of 
State senates, all the higher officials, both Federal and State, 
and judges, the distinction is not deemed a high one. 

The Honse has no share in the executive functions of the 
Senate, nothing to do with confirming appointments or approv
ing treaties. On the other hand, it has the exclusive right of 
initiating revenue bills and of impeaching officials, features 
borrowed, through the State Constitutions, from the English 

lin the CotagreUiOftGl Di~ lor the tI1tieth Congress I find 209 mem
ben claiming to haYe reeeiyed a .. collegiate .. or .. academic" education, sa 
owning to aD elementary or common tlCbool education, aDd the remainder 
8I1enlon the enbjecL In the tI1tJ-nd the numbe .. were 188 collegiate and 
68 elementary. 

VOL. I E 
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House of Commons, and ~.doosing a President in case there 
should be no absolute majority of presidential electors for any 
one candidate. This very important power it exercised in 
1801 and 1825.' 

Setting extraordinary sessions aside, every Congress has two 
sessions, distinguished as the First or Long and the Second or 
Short. The long session begins in the fall of the year after 
the election of a Congress, and continues, with a recess at 
Christmas, till the July or August following. The short 
session begins in the December after the July adjournment, 
and lasts till the 4th of March following. The whole working 
life of a House is thus from ten to twelve months. Bills do 
not, as in the English Parliament, expire at the end of each 
session; they run on from the long session to the short one. 
All however that have not been passed when the fatal 4th 
March arrives perish forthwith, for the session being fixed by 
statute cannot be extended at pleasul'e.2 There is conse
quently a terrible scramble to get business pushed through in 
the last week or two of a Congress. 

The House usually meets at noon, and ·sits till four or six 
o'clock, though towards the close of a session these hours are 
lengthened. Occasionally when obstruction occurs, or when at 
the very end of a session messages are going backwards and 
forwards between the House, the Senate, and the President, it 
·sits all night long. 

The usages and rules of procedure of the House, which differ 
in many respects from those of the Senate, are too numerous to 
be described here. I will_advert only to a few points of special 
interest, choosing those which illustrate American political 
ideas or bring out the points of likeness and unlikeness be
tween Congress and the English Parliament. 

An oath or affirmation of fidelity to the Constitution of the 
United States is (as prescribed by the Constitution) taken 
by all members j a also by the clerk, the sergeant-at-arms, the 
door-keeper, and the post-master. 

1 See above, Chapter V. 
2 Senate bills also expire at the end of a Congress. 
A proposal was recently made, bnt has not yet been adopted, to extend the 

aession till April and have the President inangurated then. 
a The oath is administered by. the Speaker, and in the form following: "I 

do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of· the 
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The sergeant-at-arms is the treasurer of the House, and pays 
to each member his salary and mileage (travelling expenses). 
He has the custody of the mace, and the duty of keeping order, 
which in extreme cases he performs by carrying the mace into 
a throng of disorderly members. This symbol of authority, 
which (as in the House of Commons) is moved from its place 
when the House goes into committee, consists of the Roman 
!allce8, in ebony, bound with silver bands in the middle and at 
the ends, each rod ending in a spear head, at the other end a 
globe of silver, and on the globe a silver eagle ready for flight. 
English precedent suggests the mace, but as it could not be 
surmounted by a crown, Rome has prescribed its design. 

The proceedings each day begin with prayers, which are con~ 
ducted by a chaplain who is appointed by the House, not (as 
in England) by the Speaker, and who may, of course, be 
selected from any religious denomination. Lots are drawn 
for seats at the beginning of the session, each member select
ing the place he pleases according as his turn arrives. Al
though the Democrats are to the Speaker's right hand, mem
bers cannot, owing to the arrangement of the chairs,sit in 
masses palpably divided according to party, a circumstance 
which deprives invective of much of its dramatic effect. One 
cannot, as in England, point the finger of scorn at "hon. gen
tlemen opposite." Every member is required to remain un
covered in the House. 

A member addresses the Speaker and the Speaker only, and 
refers to another member not by name but as the" gentleman 
from Pennsylvania," or as the case may be, without any par
ticular indication of the district which the person referred to 
represents. As there are twenty-eight gentlemen from Penn
sylvania, and the descriptives used in .the English House of 
Commons (learned, gallant, right honourable) are not in use, 
facilities for distinguishing the member intended are not per
fect. A member usually speaks from his seat, but may speak 
Uolted Statee against all eoemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the aame; that I take this obligation freely without 
any mental reaenatlon or purpoee of evaalon, aod that I will well and faith
fnlly dileharge the dut.ies of the office on which I am aboot to enter, so help 
me God." "Allegiance" to a legal instrument wonld have seemed an odd 
expnl88ioo to those agee in which the notion of allegiance arose; yet it fairly 
cooyeys the Idea that obedience ia dna to the will of the peopl'. whieh baa 
taken tangible and permanent shape in the doclln'ent they have enacted. 
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from the clerk's desk or from a spot close to the Speaker's 
chair. A rule (often disregarded) forbids anyone to pass be
tween the Speaker and the member speaking, a curious bit of 
adherence to English usage. 

Divisions were originally (rule of 17th April 1789) taken 
by going to the right and left of the chair, according to the old 
practice of the English House of Commons. I This having been 
found inconvenient, a resolution of 9th June 1789 established 
the present practice, whereby members rise in their seats and 
are counted in the first instance by the Speaker, but if he is in 
doubt, or if a count be required by one-fifth of those present 
(which cannot be less than one-tenth of the whole House), 
then by two tellers named by the Speaker, between whom, as 
they stand in the middle gangway, members pass. When a 
call of yeas and nays is so demanded, the clerk calls the full 
roll of the House, and each member answers aye or no to his 
name, or says" no vote." When the whole roll has been called, 
it is called over a second time to let those vote who have not 
voted in the first call. Members may now change their votes. 
Those who have entered the House after their names were 
passed on the second call cannot vote, but often take the 
opportunity of rising to say that they would, if then present 
in the House, have voted for (or against) the motion. All 
this is set forth in the Congressional Record, which also con
tains a list of the members not voting and of the pairs. 

A process which consumes so much time, for it sometimes 
takes an hour to call through the three hundred and fifty-six 
names, is an obvious and effective engine of obstruction. It is 
frequently so used, for it can be demanded not only on ques
tions of substance, but on motions to adjourn. This is a rule 
which the House cannot alter, for it rests on an express 
provision of the Constitution, Art. i § 5. 

Noone may speak Iaore than once to the same question, 
uDIess he be the mover of the motion pending, in which case 
he is permitted to reply after every member choosing to speak 
has spoken. This rule is however frequently broken. 

1 It was not until 1836 that the present system of recording the names of 
members who vote by making them pass through lobbies was iutroduced at 
Westminster - a significant result of the Reform Act of 1832. Till then one 
party had remained in the House while the other retired into the lobby, and 
only the numbers were recorded. 
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Speeches are limited to one hour, subject to a power to 
extend this time by unanimous cousent, and may, in committee 
of the whole House, be limited to five minutes. So far as I 
could learn, this hour rule works very well, and does not tend 
to bring speeches up to that length as a regular thing. A 
member is at liberty to give part of his time to other members, 
and this is in practice constantly done. The member speaking 
will say: "I yield the floor to the gentleman from Ohio for 
five minutes," and so on. Thus a member who has once 
secured the floor has a large control of the debate. 

The great remedy against prolix or obstructive debate is the 
so-called previous question, which is moved in the form, "Shall 
the main question be now put?" and when ordered closes 
forthwith all debate, and brings the House to a direct vote on 
that main question. On the motion for the putting of the 
main question no debate is allowed; but it ,does not destroy 
the right of the member "reporting the measure under con
sideration" from a committee, to wind up the discussion by 
his reply. This closure of the debate may be moved by any 
member without the need of leave from the Speaker, and 
!equires only a bare majority of those present. When directed 
by the House to be applied in, committee, for it cannot be 
moved after the House has gone into committee, it has the 
effect of securing five minutes to the mover of any amendment, 
and five minutes to the member who first "obtains the floor" 
(gets the chance of speaking) in opposition to it, permitting 
no one else to speak. A member in proposing a resolution or 
motion usually asks at the same time for the previous question 
upon it, so as to prevent it from being talked out. 

Closure by previous question, first established in 1811, is 
in daily use, and is considered so essential to the progress of 
business that I never found any member or official willing 
to dispense with it. Even the senators, who object to its 
introduction into their own much smaller chamber, agree that 
it must exist in a large body like the House. That it is not 
much abused is attributed to the fear of displeasing the people, 
and to the sentiment within the House itself in favour of full 
and fair discussion, which sometimes induces the majority to 
refuse the previous question when demanded by one of their 
own party, or on behalf of a motion which they are as a whole 
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supporting. "Noone,". I was assured, "who is bona fide dis
cussing a subject in a sensible way, would be stopped by the 
application of the previous question. On the other hand we 
should never get even urgent bills through without it." 

Notwithstanding this powerful engine for expediting busi
ness," obstruction, or, as it is called in America, filibustering, 
is by no means unknown. It is usually practised by making 
repeated motions for the adjournment of a debate, or for 
"taking a recess" (suspending the sitting), or for calling the 
yeas and nays. Between one such motion and another some 
business must intervene, but as the making of a speech is 
"business," there is no difficulty in complying with this require
ment. No speaking is permitted on these obstructive motions, 
yet by them time may be wasted for many continuous hours, 
and if the obstructing minority is a strong one, it generally 
succeeds, if not in defeating a measure, yet in extorting a 
compromise. It must be remembered that owing to the pro
vision of the Constitution above mentioned, the House is in 
this matter not sovereign even over its own procedure. That 
rules are not adopted, as they might be, which would go 
further to extinguish filibustering, is due partly to this provi
sion, partly "to the notion that it is prudent to leave some 
means open by which a minodty can make itself disagr~eable, 
and to the belief that adequate checks exist on any gross abuse' 
of such means. l These checks are two. One is the fact that 
filibustering usually fails unless conducted by nearly the whole 
of the party which happens to be in a minority, alid that so 
large a section of the House will not be at the trouble of join
ing in it unless upon some really serious question. Some few 
years ago, seventeen or eighteen members tried to obstruct 
systematically a measure they objected to, but their number 
proved insufficient, and the attempt failed. But at an earlier 
date, during the Reconstruction troubles which followed the 
war, the opposition of the solid Democratic party, then in a 
minority, succeeded in defeating a bill for placing five of the 
southern States under military government. The other check 
is found in the fear of popular disapproval. If the nation 

1 In 1890 a rule was passed empowering the Speaker to refuse to put any 
motion which he-might deem to be of a dilatory nature, but the Fifty-Second 
Congress gave this power only for one class of cases. 



C:ILt.P. XIO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 136 

sees public business stopped and necessary legislation delayed 
by factious obstruction, it will visit its displeasure both upon 
the filibustering leaders individually, and on the whole of the 
party compromised. However hot party spirit may be, there 
is always a margin of moderate men in both parties whom the 
unjustifiable use of legally permissible modes of opposition 
will alienate. Since such men can make themselves felt at 
the polls when the next election arrives, respect for their 
opinion cools the passion of congressional politicians. Thus 
the general feeling is that as the power of filibustering is in 
extreme cases a safeguard against abuses of the system of 
closure by "previous question," so the good sense of the com
munity ·is in its turn a safeguard against abuses of the oppor
tunities which the rules still leave open. One ex-Speaker, 
who had had large experience in leading both a majority and 
a minority of the House, observed to me that he thought the 
rules, taken all in all, as near perfection as any rules could be. 
This savours of official optimism. We all know the attach
ment which those who have grown old in working a system 
show to its faults as well as to its merits. Still, true is it 
that congressmen generally complain less of the procedure 
under which they live, and which seems to an English 
observer tyrannical, than do members of the English House of 
Commons of the less rigid methods of their own ancient and 
famous body. I know no better instance of the self-control 
and good humour of Americans than the way in which the 
minority in the House generally submit to ·the despotism of 
the majority, consoling themselves with the reflection that it 
is all according to the rules of the game, and that their turn 
will come in due course. To use the power of closing debate 
as stringently at Westminster as it is used at Washington 
would revolutionize the life of the House of Commons. But 
the House of Representatives is all assembly of a very differ
ent nature. Like the House of Commons it is a legislating, 
if hardly to be deemed a governing, body. But it is not a 
debating body. It rules through and by its committees,. in 
which discussion is unchecked by any closing power; and the 
whole House does little more than register by its votes the 
conclusions which the committees submit. OJ;le subject alone, 
the subject of revenue, that is to say, taxation and appropria-
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tion, receives genuine discussion by the House at large. And 
although the power of limiting debate is often applied to 
expedite. such business, it is seldom applied till opportunity 
has been given for the expression of all relevant views. 

The rules regarding the procedure in committee of the whole 
House are in the main similar to those of the British House of 
Commons; but . the chairman of such a committee is not (as 
usually in England) a permanent chan'man of Ways and 
Means, . but a person nominated by the· Speaker on each occa
sion. A rule, not duly observed, forbids any member to speak 
twice to any question, until every member desiring to speak 
shall have spoken.1 

The House has a power of going into secret session whenever 
confidential communications are received from the President, 
or a member informs it that he has communications of a secret 
nature to make. But this power, though employed in early 
days, is now in disuse. Every word spoken is repOlted by 
official stenographers and published in the Congressional 
Record, and the huge galleries are never cleared. 

The number of. bills brought into the House every year is 
very large, averaging over 10,000. In the thirty-seventh Con
gress (1861-63) the total number of bills introduced was 1026, 
viz. : - 613 House bills, and 433 Senate bills. In the forty
sixth it had risen to 9481, of which 7257 were House bills. 
2224 Senate bills, showing that the increase has been much 
larger in the House than in the Senate. In the fifty-first Con
gress (1889-91) the number rose still further, viz. to 19,646 
(including joint resolutions), of which 14,328 were introduced 
in the House, 5318 in the Senate.' In the British House of 
Commons the total number of bills introduced was, in the 
session of 1885, 481, of which 202 were public and 279 private 
bills, while in the session of 1892 the number of public bills 
had risen to 335 (20 of which had come from the Lords), be
sides 80 provisional order bills. America is, of course, a far 
larger country, but the legislative competence of Congress is 
incomparably smaller than that of the British Parliament, 

1 Proceedings in Committee of the Whole may be expedited by limiting (by 
a vote of the House) discussion in Committee to a certain fixed period. 

i Of these, 2201 passed both Houses, and 2171 were approved by the Presi
dent. 
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seeing that the chief part of the field both of public bill and 
private bill legislation belongs in America to the several States. 
By far the larger number of bills in Congress are what would 
be called in England "private" or "local and personal" bills, 
i.e. they establish no general rule of law but are directed to 
particular cases. Such are the numerous bills for satisfying 
persons with claims against the Federal Government, and for 
giving and restoring pensions to individuals alleged to have 
served in the Northern armies during the War of Secession. 
It is only to a tery small extent that bills can attempt to deal 
with ordinary private law, since nearly the whQle of that topic 
belongs to State legislation. I need scarcely say that the pro
portion of bills that pass to bills that fail is a very small one, 
not one-thirtieth.1 As in England so even more in America, 
bills are lost less by direct rejection than by failing to reach 
their third reading, a mode of extinction which the good-nature 
of the House, or the unwillingness of its members to admmister 
snubs to one another, would prefer to direct rejection, even 
were not the want of time a sufficient excuse to the committees 
for failing to report them. One is told in Washington that few 
bills are brought in with a view to being passed. They are 
presented in order to gratify some particular persons or places, 
and it is well understood in the Rouse that they must not be 
taken seriously. Sometimes a less pardonable motive exists. 
The great commercial companies, and especially the railroad 
companies, are often through their land grants and otherwise 
brought into relations with the Federal Government. Bills are 
presented in Congress which purport to withdraw some of the 
privileges of these companies, or to establish or favour rival 
enterprises, but whose real object is to levy blackmail on these 
wealthy bodies, since it is often cheaper for a company to buy 
off its enemy than to defeat him either by the illegitimate 
influence of the lobby, or by the strength of its case in open 
combat. Several great corporations have thus to maintain a 
permanent staff at Washington for the sake of resisting legis-

1 In the British Parliamentary Be8IIlon of 18!JO...91, 1M public bills (out of 
i113 introduced) became law, of which M were Government bills, 75 .. pro
Yialooal order" bills, ooly 2Ii bills of private members. The number of public 
hilla Introduced Ia increasing in England, thongh not 80 rapidly as in America, 
but the number of private members' bills tilat are passed does not increas., 
ncent changes in parliamentary procedure having reduced their chances. 
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lative attacks upon them, some merely extortionate, some in. 
tended to win local popularity. 

The title and attributions of the Speaker of the House are 
taken from his famous English original. But the character of 
the office has greatly alte~ed from that original. The note of 
the Speaker of the British House of Commons is his inipar. 
tiality. He has indeed been chosen by a party, because a ma. 
jority means in England a party. But on his way from his 
place on the benches to· the Chair he is· expected to shake off 
and leave behind all party ties and sympathies. Once invested 
with the wig and gown of office he has no longer any political 
opinions, and must administer exactly the same treatment to 
his political friends and to those who have been hitherto his 
opponents, to the oldest or most powerful minister and to the 
youngest or least popular member. His duties are limited to 
the enforcement of the rules and generally to the maintenance 
of order and decorum in debate, including the selection, when 
several members rise at the same moment, of the one who is 
to carryon the discussion. These are duties of great impor. 
tance, and his position one of great dignity, but neither the 
duties nor the -position imply political power. It makes little 
difference to any English party in Parliament whether the occu· 
pant of the chair has come from their own or from the hostile 
ranks. The Speaker can lower or raise the tone and efficiency 
of the House as a whole by the way he presides over it: but a 
custom as strong as la.w forbids him to render help to his own 
side even by private advice. Whatever information as to par
liamentary law he may feel free to give must be equally at the 
disposal of every member. 

In America the Speaker has immense political power, and is 
permitted, nay expected, to use it in the interests of his party. 
He rules and leads almost as Morny and Rouher led and ruled 
the French Chamber under Louis Napoleon .. In calling upon 
members to speak he prefers those of' his own side. He 
decides in their favour such points of order as are not dis
tinctly covered by the rules. His authority over the arrange
ment of business is so large that he can frequently advance or 
postpone particular bills or motions in a way which determines 
their fate. A recent and much respected Speaker went the 
length of intimating that he would not allow a certain bill, to 
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which he strongly objected, to be so much as presented to the 
House; and this he could do by refusing to recognize the memo 
ber desiring to present it. Although the Speaker seldom delivers 
a speech in the House, he may and does advise the other leaders 
of his party privately; and when they "go into caucus" (i.e. holel 
a party meeting to determine their action on some pending ques. 
tion) he is present and gives counsel. He is usually the most emi, 
nent member of the party who has a seat in the House, and is 
really, so far as the confidential direction of its policy goes, almost 
its leader. His most important privilege is, however, the nomi., " I 
nation of the numerous standing OOiiiiiiittees already referred to. 
In the first Congress (April 1789) the House tried the plan ot 
appointing its committees by ballot; but this worked so ill that 
in January 1790 the following rule was passed: -" All commit. 0, 

tees shall be appointed by the Speaker unless otherwisespe- : 
cially directed by the House." This rule has oeenre·adopted ( 
byeacli. successive Congress since then.l Not only does he, at' I 

the beginning of each Congress, select all the members of each 
of these committees, he even chooses the chairman of each, and 
thereby vests the direction of its business in hands approved 
by himself. The chairman is of course always selected from 
the party which commands the House, and the committee is so 
'composed as to give that party a majority. Since legislation, 
and so much of the control of current administration as the 
House has been able to bring within its grasp, belong to these 
committees, their composition practically determines the action 
of the House on all questions of moment, and as the chairman·' 
ships of the more important committees are the posts of most 
influence, the disposal of them is a tremendous piece of patron.; 
age by which a Speaker can attract support to himself and hisl 
own section of the party, reward his friends, give politicians I 
the opportunity of rising to distinction or practically extin
guish their congressional career. The Speaker is, of course, far 
from free in disposing of these places. He has been obliged 
to secure • is own election to the chair by promises to leading 

1 In England .elect committeea on public matters are appointed by the 
House, i.e. practically by the" whips" of the several partiea, though some
time. a diacu8SIou in the House leads to the additiou of other members. 
Hybrid committees are appointed partly by the House and partly by the com
mittee of Selection. Private bill committeea are appointed by the committee 
of Selectlou. This committee is a small body of the older and more experi
enoed members, intended to ~present fairly all parties and sections of opinion. 
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members and their friends; and while redeeming such prom
ises, he must also regard the wishes of important groups of 
men or types of opinion, must compliment particular States by 
giving a place on good committees to their prominent repre
sentatives, must avoid nominations which could alarm particu
lar interests. These conditions surround the exercise of his 
power with trouble and anxiety. Yet after all it is power, 
power which in the hands of a capable and ambitious man 
becomes so far-reaching that it is no exaggeration to call him 
the second, if not the first political figure in the United States, 
with an influence upon the fortunes of· men and the course of 
domestic events superior, in ordinary times, to the President's, 
although shorter in its duration and less patent to the world. J 

The choice of a Speaker is therefore a political event of 
the highest significance; and the whole policy of a Congress 
sometimes turns upon whether the man selected represents 
one or another of two divergent tendencies in the majority. 
Following thereon comes his distribution of members among 
the committees, a critical point in the history of a Congress, 
and one which is watched with keen interest. He devotes 
himself to this function for the fortnight after his installation 
with an intensity equalling that of a European prime minister 
constructing a cabinet. The parallel goes further, for as the· 
chairmanships of the chief committees may be compared to 
the cabinet offices of Europe, so the Speaker is himself a great 
party leader as well as the president of a deliberative assembly. 

Although expected to serve his party in all possible direc
tions, he must not resort to all possible means. Both in the 

1 "The appointment of the committees implies the distribntion of work to 
every member. It means the determination of the cast bnsiness shall take. 
It decides for or against all large matters of policy, or may 80 decide; for 
while Speakers will differ from each other greatly in force of character and in 
the wish to give positive direction to affairs, the weakest man cannot escape 
from the necessity of arranging the appointments with a view to the probable 
character of measures which will be agitated. This, however, is far from the 
measure of the Speaker's power. All rnles are more or less flexible. The 
current of precedents is never consistent or uniform. The bias of the Speaker 
at a critical moment will tnm the scale. Mr. Randall as Speaker determined 
the assent of the House to the action of the Electoral Commission [Qf 1877). 
Had he wished for a revolntionary attempt to prevent the annonncement of 
Hayes's election, no ·one who has had experience in Congress, at least, will 
doubt that he could have forced the collision."-From an article in the New 
York Nation of April 4, 1878, by an experienced member of Congress. 
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conduct of debate and in the formation of committees a cer
tain measure of fairness to opponents is required from him. 
He must not palpably wrest the rules of the House to their 
disadvantage, though he may decide all doubtful points against 
them. He must gi ve them a reasonable share of "the Hoor" 
(i.e. of debate). He must concede to them proper represen-
tation on committees. . 

The dignity of the Speaker's office is high. He receives. 
iWa year (~1600), which is a large salary for America.f 
In rank he standSnext after the Vice-President and on a level 
with the justices of the Supreme Court. Washington society 
was lately agitated by a claim of his wife to take precedence 
over the wives of these judges, a claim so ominous in a demo
cratic country that efforts were made to have it adjusted with
out a formal decision. 



CHAPTER XIV 

THE HOUSE AT WORK 

AN Englishman .expects to find his House of Commons 
reproduced in the House of Representatives. He has the 
more reason for this notion because he knows that the latter 
was modelled on the former, has borrowed many of its rules 
and technical expressions; and regards the procedure of the 
English chamber as a storehouse of precedents for its own 
guidance.l The notion is delusive. Resemblances of course 
there are. But an English parliamentarian who observes the 
American House at work is mote impressed by the points of 
contrast than by those of similarity. The life and spirit of 
the two bodies are wholly different. 

The room in which the House meets is in the south wing of 
the Capitol, the Senate and the Supreme Court. being lodged 
in the north wing. It is more than thrice as large as the 
English House of Commons, with a floor about equal in area 
to that of Westminster Hall, 139 feet long by 93 feet wide 
and 36 feet high. Light is admitted through the ceiling. 
There are on all sides deep galleries running backwards over 
the lobbies, and capable of holding two thousand five hundred 
persons. The proportions are so good that it is not till you 
observe how small a man looks at the farther end, and how faint 
ordinary voices sound, that you realize its vast size. The seats 
are arranged in curved concentric rows looking towards the 
Speaker, whose handsome marble chair is placed on a raised 
marble platform projecting slightly forward into the room, 
the clerks and the mace below in front of him, in front of the 

1 Both the Senate and the House of Representatives have recognized Jeffer
BOn's Manllal of Parliamentary Practice as governing the Honse when none 
of its own rules (or of the joint rules of Congress) are applicable. Thismanual 
prepared by President Jefferson, is based on English precedents. 
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clerks the official stenographers, to the right the seat of the 
sergea:nt-at-arms. Each member has a revolving arm-chair, 
with a roomy desk in front of it, where he writes and keeps 
his papers. Behind these chairs runs a railing, and behind the 
railing is an open space into which some classes of strangers 
may be brought, where sofas stand against the wall, and where 
smoking is practised, even by strangers, though the rules 
forbid it. . 

When you enter, your first impression is of noise and tur
moil, a noise like that of short sharp waves in a Highland 
loch, fretting under a squall against a rocky shore. The rais
ing and dropping of desk lids, the scratching of pens, the clap
ping of hands to call the pages, keen little boys who race 
along the gangways, the pattering of many feet, the hum of 
talking on the floor and in the galleries, make up a din over 
which the Speaker with the sharp taps of his hammer, or the 
orators straining shrill throats, find it hard to make them
selves audible. Nor is it only the noise that gives the impres
sion of disorder. Often three or four members are on their 
feet at once, each shouting. to catch the Speaker's attention. 
Otbers, tired of sitting still, rise to stretch themselves, while 
the Western visitor, long, lank, and imperturbable, leans his 
arms on the railing, chewing his cigar, and surveys the scene 
with little reverence. Less favourable conditions for oratory 
cannot be imagined, and one is not surprised to be told that 
debate was more animated and practical in the much smaller 
room which the House formerly occupied. 

Not only is the present room so big that only a powerful 
and well-trained voice can fill it, but the desks and chairs 
make a speaker feel as if he were addressing furniture rather 
than men, while of the members few seem to listen to the 
speeches. It is true that they sit in the House instead of 
running frequently out into the lobbies, but they are mor~ 
occupied in talking or writing, or reading newspapers, than in 
attending to the debate. To attend is not easy, for only a 
shrill voice can overcome the murmurous roar; and one some
times finds the newspapers in describing an unusually effective 
speech, observe that "Mr. So-and-So's speech drew listeners 
about him from all parts of the House." They could not hear 
hiJl!. whero they sat, so they left their places to crowd in the 
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gangways near him. "Speaking in the House," says an 
American writer, "is like trying to address the people in the 
Broadway omnibuses from the kerbstone in front of the Astor 
Hous~. . • • Men of fine intellect and of good ordinary 
elocution have exclaimed in despair that in the House of 
Representatives the mere physical effort to be heard uses up 
all the powers, so that intellectual action becomes impossible. 
The natural refuge is in written speeches or in habitual si
lence, which one dreads more and more to break." 

It is hard to talk calm good sense at thlJ top of your voice, 
hard to unfold a complicated measure. A speaker's vocal" 
organs react upon his manner, and his manner on the sub
stance of his speech. It is also hard to thunder at an unscru
pulous majority or a factioUS minority when they do not sit 
opposite to you, but beside you, and perhaps too much occu
pied with their papers to turn round and listen to YOlL The 
Americans think this an advantage, because it prevents scenes 
of disorder. They may be right; but what order gains ora,. 
tory loses. It is admitted that the desks encourage inatten
tion by enabling men to write their letters; but though nearly 
everybody agJ;ees that they would be better away, nobody 
supposes that a proposition to remove them would succeed.1 

So too the huge galleries add to the area the voice has to fill; 
but the public like them,and might resont a removal to a 
smaller room. The smoking shocks an Englishman, but not 
more than the English .:.:>ractice of wearing hats in both Houses 
of Parliament shocks an American. Interruption, cries of 
"Divide," interjected remarks, are not more frequent - when 
I have been present they seemed to be much less frequent
than in the House of Commons. Approval is expressed more 
charily, as is usually the case.in America. Instead of "Hear, 
hear," there is a clapping of hands and hitting of desks. Ap
plause is sometimes given from the galleries; and occasionally 
at the end of a session both the members below and the stran
gers in the galleries above have been known to join in singing 
some popular ditty. 

There is little good speaking. I do not mean merely that 

1 The House decided in 1859, at the end of one Congress, that the desks 
should be removed from the Hall (as the House is called), but in the next suc
ceeding session the old arrangement was resumed. 
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fine oratory, oratory which presents valuable thoughts in elo
quent words, is rare, for it is rare in all assemblies. But in the 
House of Representatives a set speech upon any subject of 
importance tends to become not an exposition or an argument 
but a piece of elaborate and high-flown declamation. Its au
thor is often wise enough to send direct to the reporters what 
he has written out, having read aloud a small part of it in the 
House. When it has been printed in extenso in the Oongres
lJional Record (leave to get this done being readily obtained), 
he has copies struck off and distributes them among his con
stituents. Thus everybody is pleased and time is saved.1 

That there is not much good business debating, by which I 
mean a succession of comparatively short speeches addressed 
to a practical question, and hammering it out by the collision 
of mind with mind, arises not from any want of ability among 
the members, but from the unfavourable conditions under which 
the House acts. Most of the practical work is done in the 
standing committees, while much of the House's time is con
sumed in pointless discussions, where member after member 
delivers himself upon large questions, not likely to be brought 
to a definite issue. Many of the speeches thus called forth 
have a value as repertories of facts, but the debate as a whole is 
unprofitable and languid. On the other hand the five-minute 
debates which take place, when the House imposes that limit of 
time, in Committee of the Whole on the consideration of a bill 
reported from a standing committee, are often lively, pointed, 
and effective. The topics which excite most iuterestandare best 
discnssed are those of taxation and the appropriation of money, 
more particularly to public works, the improvement of rivers 
and harbours, erection of Federal buildings, and so forth. This 
kind of business is indeed to most of its members the chief in
terest of Congress, the business which evokes the finest skill of a 
tactician and offers the severest temptations to airail conscience. 
As a theatre or school either of political eloquence or political 
wisdom, the Honse has been inferior not only to the Senate 
but to most European assemblies. Nor does it enjoy much con
sideration at home. Its debates are very shortly reported in 

11 .aa told that formerly a..-m .... might be printed in the Record aa a 
matter of oonne. but that. a m~mber baving D8ed this privilege to print and 
eireolate a poem. the right waa ~rained. 

VOJ...l L 
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the Washington papers as well as in those of Philadelphia and 
New York. They are not widely read except in very exciting 
times, and do little to instruct or influence public opinion. 

This is of course only one part of a legislature's functions. 
An assembly may despatch its business successfully and yet 
shine with few lights of genius. But the legislation on public 
matters which the House turns out is scanty in quantity and 
generally mediocre in qu:iJity. What is more, the House 
tends to avoid all really grave and pressing questions, skirmish
ing round them, but seldom meeting them in the face or reach
ing a decision which marks an advance. If one makes this 
observation to an American, he replies that at this moment 
there are few such questions lying within the competence of 
Congress, and that in his country representatives must not 
attempt to move faster than their constituents. This latter 
remark is eminently true; it expresses a feeling which has 
gone so far that Congress conceives its duty to be to follow and 
not to seek to lead public opinion. The harm actually suffered 
so far is not grave. But the European observer cannot escape 
the impression that Congress might fail to grapple with a 
serious public danger, and is at present hardly equal to the 
duty of guiding and instructing the political intelligence of the 
nation. 

In all assemblies one must expect abundance of unreality and 
pre~ence, many speeches obviously addressed to the gallery, 
many bills meant to be circulated but not to be seriously pro
ceeded with. However, the House seems to indulge itself more 
freely in this direction than any other chamber of equal rank. 
Its galleries are large, holding 2500 persons. But it talks and 
votes, I will not say to the galleries, for the galleries cannot 
hear it, but as if every section of American opinion was present 
in the room. It adopts unanimously resolutions which perhaps 
no single member in his heart approves of, but which no one 
cares to object to, because it seems not worth while to do so. 
This habit sometimes exposes it to a snub, such as that admin
istered by Bismarck in the matter of the resolution of condo
lence with the German Parliament on the death of Lasker, a 
resolution harmless indeed but so superfluous as to be almost 
obtrusive. A practice unknown to Europeans is of course mis
llnderstood by them, ~q I?Ometimes provokes resentment. Billll 
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are frequently brought into the House proposing to effect 
impossible objects by absurd means, which astonish a visitor, 
and may even cause disquiet in other countries, while few 
people in America notice them, and no one thinks it worth 
while to expose their emptiness. American statesmen keep 
their pockets full of the loose cash of empty compliments and 
pompous phrases, and become so accustomed to scatter it among 
the crowd that they are surprised when a complimentary reso
lution or electioneering bill, intended to humour some section 
of opinion at home, is taken seriously abroad. The House is 
particularly apt to err in this way,. because having no responsi
bility in foreign policy, and little sense of its own dignity, it 
applies to international affairs the habits of election meetings. 

Watching the House at work, and talking to the members 
in the lobbies, an Englishman naturally asks himself how the 
intellectual quality of the body compares with that of the 
House of Commons. His American friends have prepared 
him to expect a marked inferiority. They are fond of run
ning down congressmen. The cultivated New Englanders and 
New Yorkers do this out of intellectual fastidiousness, and in 
order to support the rale which they unconsciously fall into 
when talking to Europeans. The rougher Western men do it 
because they would not have congressmen either seem or be 
better in any way than themselves, since that would be opposed 
to republican equality. A stranger who has taken literally all 
he hears is therefore surprised to find so much character, 
shrewdness, and keen though limited intelligence among the 
representatiVlls. Their average business capacity is not below 
that of members of the House of Commons. True it is that 
great lights, such as usually adorn the British chamber, are 
a.bsent: true also that there are fewer men who have received 
II. high education which has developed their tastes and enlarged 
their horizons. The want of such men seriously depresses the 
a.verage. It is raised, however, by the almost total absence of 
two classes hitherto well represented in the British Parlia,. 
ment, the rich, dull parvenu, who has bought himself into pub
lic life, and the perhaps equally unlettered young sporting or 
fashionable man who, neither knowing nor caring anything 
about politics, has come in for a county or (before 1885) a 
emall borough, on the strength of his family estates. Few 
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congressmen sink. to so Iowan intellectual level as these two 
sets of persons, for congressmen have almost certainly made 
their way by energy and smartness, picking up a knowledge of 
men and things" all the time." In respect of width of view, 
of capacity for penetrating thought on political problems, 
representatives are scarcely above the class from which they 
came, that of second-rate lawyers or farmers, less often mer
chants or petty manufacturers. They do not pretend to be 
statesmen in the European sense of the word, for their careers, 
which have made them smart and active, have given them 
little opportunity for acquiring such capacities. As regards 
manners they are not polished, because they have not lived 
among polished people; yet neither are they rude, for to get 
on in American politics one must be civil and pleasant. The 
standard of parliamentary language, and of courtesy generally, 
has tended to rise during the last few decades; and scenes 
of violence and confusion such as occasionally convulse the 
French chamber, and were common in Washington before the 
War of Secession, are now rare. 

On the whole, the most striking difference between the 
House of Representatives and European popular assemblies is 
its greater hoIIiqgeneity. The type is marked; the individuals 
vary little from the type. In Europe all sorts of persons are 
sucked into the vortex of the legislature, nobles and landown
ers, lawyers, physicians, business men, artisans, joumalists, 
men of leirning, men of science. In America five representa.
tives out of six are politicians pure and simple, members of a 
class as well defined as anyone of the above-mentioned Euro
pean classes. The American people, though it is composed of 
immigrants from every country and occupies a whole conti
nent, tends to become more uniform than most of the great 
European peoples; and this characteristic is palpable in its 
legislature. 

Uneasy lies the head of an ambitious congressman,t for the 
chances are at least even that he will lose his seat at the next 
election. It was observed in 1788 that half of the members of 

1 The term II Congressman II is commonly used to describe a member of the 
House of Representatives, though of C01llge it ought to include senators a1so. 
So in Enjtland "·Member of Parliament" means member of the House of Com. 
mons, though it covers all persons who have _ts in the House of Lord&. 
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each successive State legislature were new members, and this 
average hal been usually maintained in the Federal legislature, 
rather less than half keeping their seats from one Congress to 
the next. In England the proportion of members re-elected 
from Parliament to Parliament is much higher. Anyone can 
see how much influence this constant change in the composi
tion of the American House must have upon its legislative 
efficiency. 

I have kept to the last the feature of the House which 
Europeans find the strangest. 

It has parties, but they are headless. There is neither 
Government nor Opposition; neither leaders nor whips. No 
person holding any Federal office or receiving any Federal 
salary, can be a member of it. That the majority may be and 
often is opposed to the President and his cabinet, does not 
strike Americans as odd, because they proceed on the theory 
that the legislative ought to be distinct from the executive 
authority. Since no minister sits, there is no official repre
sentative of the party which for the time being holds the reins 
of the executive government. Neither is there any unofficial 
representative. And as there are no persons whose opinions 
expressed in debate are followed, so there are none whose duty 
it is to bring up members to vote, to secure a quorum, to see 
that people know which way the bulk of the party is going. 

So far as the majority has a chief, that chief is the Speaker, 
who has been chosen by them as their ablest and most influen
tial man i but as the Speaker seldom joins in debate (though 
he may do so by leaving the chair, having put some one else 
in it), the chairman of the most important committee, that of 
Ways and Means, enjoys a sort of eminence, and comes nearer 
than anyone else to the position of leader of the House.l But 
his authority does not always enable him to secure co-operation 
for debate among the best speakers of his party, putting up 
now one now another, after the fashion of an English prime 
minister, and thereby guiding the general course. of the dis
cussion. 

The minority do not formally choose a leader, nor is there 
usually anyone among them whose career marks him out as 

I The Chairman of the Committee on Appropriations has perhaps 88 mnch 
reaJ power. 
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practically the first man, but the person whom they have put 
forward as their party candidate for the Speakership, giving 
him what is called "the complimentary nomination," has a 
sort of vague claim to be so regarded. '.fhis honour amounts 
to very little. In the forty-eighth Congress the Speaker 
of the last preceding Congress received such a complimentary 
nomination from the Republicans against Mr. Carlisle, whom 
the Democratic majority elected. But the Republicans imme
diately afterwards refused to treat their nominee as leader, and 
left him, on some motion which he made, in a ridiculously 
small minority. Of course when an exciting question comes 
up, some man of marked capacity and special knowledge will 
often become virtually ~eader, in either party, for the purposes . 
of the debates upon it. But he will not necessarily command 
the votes of his own side. 

How then does the House work? 
If it were a Chamber, like those of France ·01' Germany, 

divided into four or five sections of opinion, none of which 
commands a steady majority, it would not work at all. But 
parties are few in the United States, and their cohesion tight. 
There are usually two only, so nearly equal in strength that 
the majority cannot afford to dissolve into groups like those of 
France. Hence upon all large national issues, whereon the 
general sentiment of the party has been declared, both the 
majority and the minority know how to vote, and vote solid. 

If the House were, like the English House of Commons, to 
some extent an executive as well as a legislative body - one by 
whose co-operation and support the daily business of govern
ment had to be carried on - it could not work without leaders 
and whips. This it is not. It neither creates, nor controls, 
nor destroys, the Administration, which depends on the Pres
ident, himself the offspring of a direct popular mandate. 

" Still," it may be replied, "the House has important func
tions to discharge. Legislation comes from it. Supply de
pends on it. It settles the tariff, and votes money for the 
civil and military services, besides passing measures to cure 
the defects which experience must disclose in the working of 
every government, every system of jurisprudence. How can 
it satisfy these calls upon it without leaders and organiza.
tion ?" 
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To a. European eye, it does not seem to satisfy them. It 
votes the necessary supplies, but not wisely, giving sometimes 
too much, sometimes too little money, and taking no adequate 
securities for the due application of the sums voted. For 
many years past it has fumbled over both the tariff problem 
and the currency problem. It produces few useful laws, and 
leaves on one side many grave practical questions. An English
man is disposed to ascribe these failures to the fact that as 
there are no leaders, there is no one responsible for the neglect 
of business, the mismirriage of bills, the unwise appropriation 
of public funds. " In England," he says, "the ministry of the 
day bears the blame of whatever goes wrong in the House of 
Commons. Having a majority, it ought to be able to do what 
it desires. If it pleads that its measures have been obstructed, 
and that it cannot under the faulty procedure of the House of 
Commons accomplish what it seeks, it is met, and crushed, by 
the retort that in such case it ought to have the procedure 
changed. What else is its majority good for but to secure 
the efficiency of Parliament? In America there is no person 
against whom similar charges can be brought. Although 
conspicuous folly or perversity on the part of the majority 
u-nds to discredit them collectively with the public, and may 
damage them at the next presidential or congressional election, 
still responsibility, to be effective, ought to be fixed on a few 
conspicuous leaders. Is not the want of such men, men to 
whom the country can look, and whom the ordinary members 
will follow, the cause of some of the faults which are charged 
on Congress, of its hesitations, its inconsistencies and changes, 
its ignoble surrenders to 80me petty clique, its deficient sense 
of dignity, its shrinking from troublesome questions, its pro
clivity to jobs?" 

Two American statesmen to whom such a criticism was sub
mitted, replied as follows: "It is not for want of leaders that 
Congress has forborne to settle the questions mentioned, but 
because the division of opinion in the country regarding them 
has been faithfully reflected in Congress. The majority has not 
been strong enough to get its way j and this has happened, not 
only because abundant opportunities for resistance arise from 
the methods of doing business, but still more because no dis
tinct impulse or mandate towards any particular settlement of 
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these questions has been received from the country. It is not 
for Congress to go faster than the people. When the country 
knows and speaks its mind, Congress will not fail to act." The 
significance of this reply lies in its pointing to a fundamental 
difference between the conception of the respective positions 
and duties of a representative body and of the nation at large 
entertained by Americans, and the conception which has hitherto 
prevailed in Europe.· Europeans have thought of a legislature 
as belonging to the governing class. In .A,merica there is no such 
class. Europeans think that the legislature ought to consist of 
the best men in the country, Americans that it should be a fair 
average sample of the country. Europeans think that it ought 
to lead the nation, Americans that it ought to follow the nation. 

Without some sort of organization, an assembly of three 
hundred and fifty men would be a mob, so necessity has pro
vided in the system of cOIllJwttees a substitute for the European 
party organizatIOn. ·This systein wilfoo-eiplained in the next 
chapter; for the present it is enough to observe that when a 
matter which has been (as all bills are) referred to a committee, 
comes up in the House to be dealt with there, the chairman of 
the particular-committee is treated as a leader pm hac vice, and 
members who knew nothing of the matter are apt to be guided 
by his speech or his advice given privately. If his advice is 
not available, or is suspected because he belongs-to the opposite 
party, they seek direction from the member in charge of the 
bill, if he belongs to their own party, or from some other mem
ber of the coU).mittee, or from some friend whom they trust. 
When a debate arises unexpectedly on a question of importance, 
members are often puzzled how to vote. The division being 
taken, they get some one to move a call of yeas and nays, and 
while this slow process goes on, they scurry about asking advice 
as to their action, and give their votes on _the second calling over 
if not ready on the first. If the issue is one of serious consEl-\ 
quence to the party, a recess is demanded by the majority, say' 
for two hours. The House then adjourns, each party" goes\ 
into caucus" (the Speaker possibly announcing the fact), and 
de bates the matter with closed doors. Then the House resumes, I 
and each party votes solid according to the determination 
arrived at in caucus. In spite of these expedients, surprises 
and scratch votes are not uncommon. 
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I have spoken of the din of the House of Representatives, of 
its air of restlessness and confusion, contrasting with the staid 
gravity of the Senate, of the absence of dignity both in its pro
ceedings and in the bearing and aspect of individual members. 
All these things notwithstanding, there is something impres
sive about it, something not unworthy of the continent for 
which it legislates. 

This huge gray hall, filled with perpetual clamour, this mul
titude of keen and eager faces, this ceaseless coming and going 
of many feet, this irreverent public, watching from the galleries 
and forcing its way on to the floor, all speak to the beholder's 
mind of the mighty democracy, destined in another century 
to form one half of civilized mankind, whose affairs are here 
debated. If the men are not great, the interests and the 
issues are vast and fateful. Here, as so often in America, one 
thinks rather of the future than of the present. Of what tre
mendous struggles may not this hall become the theatre in 
ages yet far distant, when the parliaments of Europe have 
shrunk to insignificance? -



CHAPTER XV 

THE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS 

THE most abiding difficulty of free government is to get large 
assemblies to work promptly and smoothly either for legisla,. 
tive or executive purposes. We perceive this difficulty in pri
mary assemblie,s of thousands of citizens, like those of ancient 
At.hens or Syracuse; we see it again in the smaller repre
sentative assemblies of modern countries. Three methods of 
,overcoming it have been tried. One is to leave very few and 
comparatively simple questions to the assembly, reserving all 
others for a smaller and more permanent body, or for executive 
officers. This was the plan of the Romans, where the comitia 
(primary assemblies) were convoked only to elect magistrates 
and pass laws, which were short, clear, and submitted en bloc, 
without possibility of amendment, for a simple Yes or No. 
Another method is to organize the assemblies into well-defined 
parties, each recognizing and guided by one or more leaders, so 
that on'most occasions and for most purposes the rank and file 
of members exert no volition of their own, but move like bat
talions at the word of command. This has been the English 
system since about the time of Queen Anne. It was originally 
worked by means of extensive corruption; and not till this 
phase was passing away did it become an object of admiration 
to the world. Latterly it has been reproduced in the parlia,. 
ments of most modern European states and of the British colo
nies. The third method, which admits of being more or less 
combined with the second, is to divide the assembly into a 
number of smaller bodies to which legislative and administra,. 
tive questions may be referred, either for final determination 
or to be reported on to the whole body. This is the system of 
committees, applied to some extent in England, to a larger ex
tent in France under thE! names of bureau;); and commissions, 
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and most of all in the United States. Some account of its 
rules and working there is essential to a comprehension of the 
character of Congress and of the relations of the legislative to 
the executive branch of the Federal Government. 

When Congress first met in 1189, both Houses found them
selves, as the State legislatures had theretofore been and still 
are, without official members and without leaders.l The Senate 
occupied itself chiefly with executive business, and appointed 
no standing committees until 1816. The House however 
had bills to discuss, plans of taxation to frame, difficult 
questions of expenditure, and particularly of the national debt, 
to consider. For want of persons whose official duty required 
them, like English ministers, to run the machine by drafting 
schemes and bringing the raw material of its work into shape, 
it was forced to appoint committees. At first there were few; 
even in 1802 we find only five. As the numbers of the House 
increased and more business flowed in, additional committees 
were appointed; and as the House became more and more 
occupied by large political questions, minor matters were more 
and more left to be settled by these select bodies. Like all 
legislatures, the House constantly sought to extend its vision 
and its grasp, and the easiest way to do this was to provide 
itself with new eyes and new hands in the shape of further 
committees. The members were not, like their contemporaries 
in the EnglIsh House of Commons, well-to-do men, mostly idle; 
they werft workers and desired to be occupied. It was impos
sible for them all to speak in the House; but all could talk in 
a committee. Every permanent body cannot help evolving 
some kind of organization. Here the choice was between creat
ing one ruling committee which should ~ontrol all business, like 
an English ministry, and distributing business among a num-' 
ber of committees, each of which should undertake a special 
class of subjects. The latter alternative was recommended, 
not only by its promising a useful division of labour, but by 
its recognition of republican equality. It therefore prevailed, 
and the present elaborate system grew slowly to maturity. 

To avoid the tedious repetition of details, I have taken the 

1 The CoDgresa of the CODfederatioD (1181-88) had beeD a sort of diplomatic 
congreaa of envoys from States, and furnished few precedeDte available for 
the CoDgree under the Dew cooatitutioo. 
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House of Representatives and its committees for description, 
because the system is more fully developed there than in the 
Senate. But a very few words on the Senate may serve to pre
vent misconceptions: 

There were in 1892 forty-four standing Senate committees, 
appointed for two years, being the period of a Congress.l They 
and their chairman are chosen not by the presiding officer but 
by the Senate itself, voting by ballot. Practically they are 
selected by caucuses of the majority and minority meeting in 
secret conclave, and then carried wholesale by vote in the Sen
ate. Each consists of from two to thirteen members, the most 
common numbers being seven and nine, and all senators sit on 
more than one committee, some upon four or more. The chair
man. is appointed by the Senate and not by the committees 
themselves. There are also select committees appointed for a 
special purpose and lasting for one session only. Every bill 
introduced goes after its first and second reading (which- are 
granted as of course) to a standing committee, which exam~es 
and amends it, and reports it back to the Senate. 

There were in the fifty-second Congress (May 1892) fifty 
standing committees of the House, i.e. committees appointed 
under . standing regulations, and therefore regularly formed 
at the beginning of every Congres,9. Each committee con
sists of from three to sixteen members, eleven and thirteen 
being the commonest numbers. Every member of the House 
is placed on some one committee, not many on more than one. 
Besides these, select committees, seldom exceeding ten, on 
particular subjects of current interest are appointed from time 
to time. A complete l~t of the committees will be found at 
the end of this chapter. The most important standing com
mittees are the following: - Ways and means j appropriations; 
elections j banking and currency; accounts; rivers and har
bours j judiciary (including changes in private -law as well as 
in courts of justice); rail ways and canals; foreign affairs; 
naval affairs; military affairs; -public lands; agriculture; 
claims; and the several committees on the expenditures of 
the various departments of the administration (war, navy, etc.). 

1 Although the Senate is a permanent body, its proceedings are for some pur
poses regulated with reference to the re-election every two years of the House; as 
in England the peers are summoned afresh at the beginning of each Parliament. 
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)c. The members of every standing committee are nominated 
by the Speaker at the. be~I!~ing .of . e:1c~ Congres0nd -sit 
through its two sessiolls; those of a select committee also by 
the Speaker, after the committee has been ordered by the 
House. (Senate committees sometimes sit during the recess.) 
The member first named is chairman. 

To some one of these standing committees each and every 
bill is referred. Its second as well as its first reading is 
granted as of course, and without debate, since there would be 
no time to discuss the immense number of bills presented. 
When read a second time it is referred under the general rules 
to a committee; but doubts often arise as to which is the ap· 
propriate committee, because a bill may deal with a subject 
common to two or more jurisdictions, or include topics some 
of which belong to one jurisdiction, others to another. The 
disputes which may in such cases arise between several com· 
mitteeslead to keen debates and divisions, because the fate oj 
the measure may depend on which of two possible paths it is 
made to take, since the one may bring it before a tribunal oj 
friends, the other before a tribunal of enemies. Such disputes 
are determined by the vote of the House itself. 

Not having been discussed, much less affirmed in principle, 
by the House, & bill comes before its committee with no pre· 
sumption in its favour, but rather as a shivering ghost stands 
before }linos in the nether world. It is one of many, and fOJ 
the most a sad fate is reserved. The committee may take evi· 
dence regarding it, may hear its friends and its opponents. 
They usnally do hear the member who has introduced it, since 
it seldom happens that he has himself a seat on the committee. 
Members who are interested approach the committee and state 
t~ir case there, not in the House, because they know that the 
House will have neither time nor inclination to listen. The 
committee can amend the bill as they please, and although 
they cannot formally extinguish it, they can practically do so 
by reporting adversely, or by delaying to report it till late in 
the session, or by not reporting it at all. 

In one or other of these ways nineteen-twentieths of the 
bills introduced meet their death, a death which the majority 
doubtless deserve, and the· prospect of which tends to make 
members reckless as regards both tile form and the substance 
y: All' I t".;...I ~7 1/.: J. "f.~~ ..! , .. ; t: 1'1 1" • 
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of their proposals. A motion may be made in the House that 
the committee do report forthwith, and the House can of 
course restore the bill, when reported, to its original form. 
But these expedients rarely succeed, for few are the measures 
which excite· sufficient interest to induce an impatient and 
over-burdened assembly to take additional work upon its own 
shoulders or to overrule the decision of a committee. 

I The deliberations of committees are usnally secret. Evi
dence is frequently taken with open doors, but the newspapers 
do not report it, unless the matter excite public interest; and 
even the decisions arrived at are often noticed in the briefest 
way. It is out of order to canvass the proceedings of a com
mittee in the House until they have been formally reported to 
it; and the report submitted does not usually state how the 
members have voted, or contain more than a very curt outline 
of what has passed. No member speaking in the House is 
entitled to reveal anything further. 

A committee have technically no right to initiate a bill, but 
as they can either transform one referred to them, or, if none 
has been referred which touches the subject they seek to deal 
with. can procure one to be brought in and referred to them, 
their command of their own province is unbounded. Hence 
the character of all the measures that may be passed or even 
considered by the House upon a particular branch of legisla.
tion dellends on the composition of the committee concerned 
with that branch. Some committees, such as those on naval 
and military affairs, and those on the expenditure of the sev
eral departments, deal with administration rather than leg
islation. They have power to summon· the officials of thet 
departments before them, and to interrogate them as to their 
methow.. and conduct. Authority they have none, for officiaAs 
are responsible only to their chief, the President; but the 
power of questioning is sufficient to check if not to guide the 
action of a department, since imperative statutes may follow, 
and the department, sometimes desiring legislation and always 
desiring money, has strong motives for keeping on good terms 
with those who control legislation and the purse. It is 
through these committees chiefly that the executive and legis
lative branches of government touch one another. Yet the 
contact, although the most important thing in a government, 
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is the thing which the nation least notices, and has the scant
iest means of watching. 

The scrutiny to which the administrative committees subject 
the departments is so close and constant as to occupy much 
of the time of the officials and seriously interfere with their 
duties. Not only are they often summoned to give evidence: 
they are required to furnish minute reports on matters which 
a member of Congress could ascertain for himself. N everthe
less the House committees are not certain to detect abuses or 
peculation, for special committees of the Senate have repeatedly 
unearthed dark doings which had passed unsuspected the ordeal 
of a House investigation. After a bill has been debated and 
amended by the committee it is reported back to the House, 
and is taken up when that committee is called in its order. 
One hour is allowed to the member whom his fellow committee
men have appointed to report. He seldom uses the whole of 
this hour, but allots part of it to other members, opponents 
as well as friends, and usually concludes by moving the pre
vious question. This precludes subsequent amendments and 
leaves only an hour before the vote is taken. As on an 
average each committee (excluding the two or three great 
ones) has only two hours out of the whole ten months of 
Congress allotted to it to present and have discussed all its 
billa, it is plain that few measures can be considered, and each 
but shortly, in the House. The best chance of pressing one 
through is under the rule which permits the suspension of 
standing orders by a two-thirds majority during the last six 
days of the session. 

What are the results of this system? 
It. destroys. the unity of the House as a legislative body. 

Since the practical work of shaping legislation is done in: the 
committees, the interest of members centres there, and they 
care less about the proceedings of the whole body. It is as a 
committee-man that a member does his real work. In fact the 
House has become not so much a legislative assembly as a 
huge panel from which committees are selected. 

It prevents the capacity of the best members from being I 
brought to bear upon anyone piece of legislation, however im
portant. The men of moat ability and experience are chosen 
to be chairmen of the committees, or to sit on the two or three 
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greatest. For other committees there remains only the rank 
and file of the House, a rank and file half of which is new 
at the beginning of each Congress. Hence every committee 
(except the aforesaid two or three) is composed of ordinary 
persons, and it is impossible, save by creating a special select 
committee, to get together what wonld be called in England" a 
strong committee," i.e. one where half or more of the members 

lare exceptionally capable. The defect is not supplied by dis
cussion in the House, for there is no time for such discussion. 

I It cramps debate. ~very foreign observer has-.-!emar"!~!i 
how little real!kba1!~ ~Il_ t!le .EJlfopean_sellseJ. ~k.eula~e in 
the House of Representatives. The very habit.of debate, the 
expecfation-o"rdebate;-the -Idea that debate is needed, have 
vanished, except as regards questions of revenue and expendi
ture, because the centre of gravity has shifted from the Ho.use 
to the committees. 
I I!.J.essen~oh~sion and harmony of le~slation.. Each 
commIttee goes on Its own way WIth Its ownoiltS Just as 
though it were legislating for one planet and the other com
mittees for others. Hence a want of policy and method in 
congressional action. The advance is haphazard; the parts 
have little relation to one another or to the whole. 

I It gives facilities for the exercise of underhand and even 
corrupt influence. In a small committee the voice of each 
member is well worth securing, and may be secured with little 
danger of a public scandal. The press cannot, even when the 
doors of committee rooms stand open, rep<;>rt the proceedings 
of fifty bodies; the eye of the nation cannot follow and mal'k 
what goes on within them; while the subsequent proceedings 
in the House are too hurried to permit a ripping up there of 
suspicious bargains struck in the purlieus of the Capitol, and 
fnlfilled by votes given in a committee. I do not think that 
corruption, in its grosser forms, is rife at Washington.· It 
appears chiefly in the milder form of reciprocal jobbing or (as 
it is called) "log-rolling." But the arrangements of the com
mittee system have produced and sustain the class of profes
sional "lobbyists," men, and women too, who 'm'ake it their 
business to "see" members and procure, by persuasion, impor
tunity, or the use of inducements, the passing of bills, public 
~s well as private, which involve gain to their promoters. 
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; \. I It reduces responsibility. In
h 

Ebnlglandf'llif a. bad Act is 
, \ passed or a good bill rejected, t e ame a s prlmarily upon 

the ministry in power whose command of the majority would 
have enabled them to defeat it, next upon the party which 
supported the ministry, then upon the individual members 
who are officially recorded to have "backed" it and voted for 
it in the House. The fact that a select committee recom
mended it-and comparatively few bills pass through a select 
committee - would not be held to excuse the default of the 
ministry and the majority. But in the United State.s the 
ministry cannot be blamed, for the cabinet officers do not sit 
in Congress; the House cannot be blamed because it has only 
followed the decision of its committee; the committee may be 
an obscure body, whose members are too insignificant to be 
worth blaming. The chairman is possibly a man of note, but 
the people have no leisure to watch fifty chairmen: they know 
Congress and Congress only; they cannot follow the acts of 
those to whom Congress chooses to delegate its functions. 
No discredit attaches to the dominant party, because 'they 
could not control the acts of the eleven men in the committee 
room. Thus public displeasure rarely finds a victim, and 
everybody concerned is relieved from the wholesome drjlad 
of damaging himself and his party by negligence, perversity, 
or dishonesty. Only when a scandal has arisen so serious as 
to demand investigation is the responsibility of the member 
to his constituents and the country brought duly home. 
I It lowers the interest of the nation in the proceedings of 
Congress.) Except in exciting times, when large questions 
have to be settled, the bulk. of real business is done not in the 
great hall of the House but in this labyrinth of committee 
rooms and the lobbies that sun'ound them. What takes place 

) .. The doubt and confoalon of tbought which moat necessarily exist in the 
mInd. of tbe vaet majority of voten &8 to tbe best way of exerting tbeir will 
In lnJluenclng tbe action of an &88embly whose organization Is 80 complex, 
wboae acta are apparently 10 haphazard, and in which responsibility Is spread 
10 tbin, tbrows constltuenciea Into tbe hands of local politician8 who are more 
visible and tangible tban are tbe leaden of Congres8, and generate8 tbe wbile 
a profonnd diatruat of Congreaa &8 a body whose actions cannot be reckoned 
beforehand by any atandard of promisea made at electioD8 or any programmes 
annonnced by conventloD8." -T Woodrow Wilaon, COfI(lre .. ional Governmtnt, 
a tbongbtful book from which I have derived much help in this and tbe two 
following chapter&. 

VOL. I )( 
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in view of the audience is little more than a sanction, formal 
indeed but hmried and often heedless, of decisions procmed 
behind the scenes, whose mode and motives remain undisclosed. 
Hence people cease to watch Congress with that sharp eye 
which every principal ought to keep fixed on his agent. Acts 
pass unnoticed, whose results are in a few months discovered 
·to bR so grave that the newspapers ask how it happened that 
they were allowed to pass. 
~ The country of course suffers from the want of the light and 
leading on public affairs which debates in Congress ought to 
supply. But this is more fairly chargeable to defects of the 
House which the committees are designed to mitigate than to the 
committees themselves. The time which the committee work 
leaves for the sittings of the House is long enough to permit 
due discussion did better arrangements exist for conducting it. 

r 
It throws power into the hands of the chairmen of commit

tees, especially, of course, of those which deal with finance and 
with great material interests. They become practically a 
second set of ministers, before whom the departments tremble, 
and who, though they can neither appoint nor dismiss a post
master or a tide-waiter, can by legislation determine the policy 
of the branch of administration which they oversee. This 
power is not necessarily accompanied by responsibility, because 
it is largely exercised in secret. 
, It enables the House to deal with a far greater number of 
Imeasures and subjects than could otherwise be overtaken; and 
has the advantage of enabling evidence to be taken by those 
whose duty it is to re-shape or amend a bill. It replaces the 
system of interrogating ministers in the House which prevails 
in most European chambers; and enables the working of the 
administrative departments to be minutely scrutinized. 
, It sets the members of the House to work for which their 
previous training has fitted them much better than for either 
legislating or debating" in the grand style." They are shrewd, 
keen men of business, apt for talk in committee, less apt for 
wide views of policy and elevated discourse in an assembly. 
The committees are therefore good working bodies, but bodies 
which confirm congressmen in the intellectual habits they bring 
with them instead of raising them to the higher platform of 
national questions and interests. 
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Summing up, we may say that under this sys.~~_th~ .;I!~~e 
despatch~~ v~t amQYntoLwor!LtI.!ld . .!oe1iLt.he-negati ve part 
of it. the killing off of worthless bills .. jQ..~.J;h9J:ough, way. 
Were the committees abolished and no other organization sub
stituted, the work could not be done. But much of it, includ
ing most of the private bills, ought not to come before Congress 
at all; and the more important part of what remains, viz. pub
lic legislation, is dealt with by methods which secure neither 
the pressing forward of the measures most needed, nor the due 
debate of those that are pressed forward. 

Wby, if these mischiefs exist, is the system of committee 
legislation maintained? 

It is maintained because none better has been, or, as most 
people think, can be devised. "We have," say the Americans, 
"th~!! hundred aud.Jifty-six members in the House, most of 11-_-:. 
them eager to speak, nearly all of them giving constant attend
ance. The bills brought in are so numerous that in our two 
sessions, one of seven or eight months, the other of three months, 
not one-twentieth could be fairly discussed on second reading or 
in committee of the Whole. If even this twentieth were dis
cusspd, no time would remain for supervision of the depart
ments of State. That supervision itself must, since it involves 
the taking of evidence, be conducted through committees. In 
England one large and strong committee, viz. the ministry of 
the day, undertakes all the more important business, and 
watches even the bills of private members. Your House of 
Commons could not work for a single sitting without such a 
committee, as is proved by the fact that when you are left for 
a little without a ministry, the House adjourns. We cannot 
have such a committee, because no office-holder sits in Congress. 
Neither can we organize the House under leaders, because prom
inent men have among us little authority, since they are uncon
nected with the executive, and derive no title from the people. l 

110 Eoglaod the prime mioister and the leader of the Opposition (often an 
8JI:-prime mioist.er) have been recognized &8 leaders not ooly by tbe candidates 
who at the 1ast precediog general electioo have declared tbeir willingness to 
.opport Ooe or other, bot aleo by the raok and file of their respective parties. 
Tbeee leaders have tboa a eort of rlgbt to the allegiance of tbeir followers, 
thoul(h a right which they may forfeit. In America no candidate pledgei' 
himself to .upport a particular congTe8llional leader. It would be tboul(ht 
1lIlbeooming In him to do eo. Hi. allegiance is to the party, and his col18titu
eota do oot expect him to .opport aoy given person, however eminent. 
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Neither can we create a ruling committee of the majority, 
because this would be disliked as an undemocratic and tyran
nical institution. Hence our only coUrse is to divide the un
wieldy multitude into small bodies capable of dealing with 
particular subjects. Each of them is no doubt powerful in 
its own sphere, but that sphere is so small that no grave 
harm can result. The Acts passed may not be the best possi
ble; the legislation of the year may resemble a patchwork 
quilt, where each pfece is different in colour and texture from 
the rest. But as we do not need much legislation, and as 
nearly the whole field of ordinary private law lies outside the 
province of Congress, the mischief is slighter than you Euro
peans expect. If we made legislation easier, we might have 
too much of it; and in trying to give it the more definite char
acter you suggest, we might make it too bold and sweeping. 

I 
Be our present system bad or good, it is the only system possi
ble under our Constitution, and the fact that it was not directly 

I 
created by that instrument, but has been evolved by the ex
perience of a hundred years, shows how strong must be the 
tendencies whose natural working has produced it." 

NOTE TO CHAPTER XV. 

LIST 01' STANDING AND SBLECT CoMKITTBBS of the House in the Fifty
second Congress, First Session. (Corrected to May 7,1892.) 

On Ways and Means; Appropriations; Judiciary; Banking and Cur
rency; Coinage, Weights and Measures; Commerce; Rivers and Har
bours; Merchant Marine and Fisheries; Agriculture; Elections; Foreign 
Affairs; Military Affairs; Naval Affairs; Post Office and Post Roads; 
Public Lands; Indian Affairs; Territories; Railways and Canals; Manu
factures; Mines and Mining; Public Buildings and Grounds; Pacific 
Railroads; Levees and Improvements of the Mississippi River; Educa
tion; Labour; Militia; Patents; Invalid Pensions; Pensions; Claims; 
War Claims; Private Land Claims; District of Columbia; Revision of 
the Laws; Expenditures in the State Department; Do., Treasury Depart
ment;_ Do., War Department; Do., Navy Department; Do., Post Office 
Department; Do., Interior Department; Do., Department of Justice; 
Do., Agriculture; Do., Public Buildings; Rules; Accounts; Mileage; 
Library; Printing.; Enrolled Bills: Select Committees - Reform in the 
Civil Service; Election of President and Vice-President; Eleventh Census ; 
Ventilation and Acoustics; Alcoholic Liquor Traffic; Irrigation of Arid 
Lands; Immigration and Naturalization; Columbian Exposition; Inves
tigation of the Management of the Pension Office; Investigation of Tax 
Assessments in the District of Columbia. 



CHAPTER XVI 

CONGRESSION A.L LEGISLA.TION 

LEGISLATION is more specifically and exclusively the busi. 
ness of Congress than it is the business of governing parlia
ments such as those of England, France, and Italy. We must 
therefore, in order to judge of the excellence of Congress as a 
working machine, examine the quality of the legislation which 
it turns out. 

Acts of Congress are of two kinds, public and private. Pass
ing by private acts for the present, though they occupy a large 
part of congressional time, l let us consider public acts. These 
are of two kinds, those which deal with the law or its administra.
tion, and those which deal with finance, that is to say, provide 
for the raising and application of revenue. I devote this chap
ter to the former class, and the next to the latter. 

There are many points of view from which one may regard 
the work of legislation. I suggest a few only, in respect of 
which the excellence of the work may be tested; and propose 
to ask: What security do the legislative methods and habits 
of Congress offer for the attainment of the following desirable 
objects? viz.:-

L The excellence of the substance of a bill, i.e. its tendency 
to improve the law and promote the public welfare. 

2. The excellence of the form of a bill, i.e. its arrangement 
and the scientific precision of its language. 

3. The harmony and consistency of an act with the other 
acts of the same session. 

4.. The due examination and sifting in de bate of a bill. 
6. The publicity of a bill, i.e. the bringing it to the knowl. 

edge of the country at large, so that public opinion may be 
fully expressed regarding it. 

1 Some remaru OD priva&e bill8 will be found in Note A to this chapter at 
the end of &biB yoloma. 
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6. The honesty and courage of the legislative assembly in 
rejecting a bill, however likely to be popular, which their judg
ment disapproves. 

7. The respoJlsibility of some person or body of persons for 
the enactment of a measure, i.e. the fixing on the right shoul
ders of the praise for passing a good, the blame for passing 
a bad, act. 

The criticisms that may be passed on American practice 
under the preceding heads will be made clearer by a compari
son of English practice. Let us therefore first see how English 
bills and acts stand the tests we are to apply to the work of 
Congress. 

In England public bills fall into two classes, - those brought 
in by the ministry of the day as responsible advisers of the 
sovereign, and those brought in by private members. In point 
of law and in point of form there is no difference between these 
classes. Practically there is all the difference in the world, 
because a government bill has behind it the responsibility of 
the ministry, and presumably the weight of the majority which 
keeps the ministry in office. The ministry dispose of a half or 
more of the working time of the House, and have therefore 
much greater facilities for pushing forward their bills. Nearly 
all the most important bills, which involve large political issues, 
are government bills, so that the hostile critic of a private mem
ber's bill will sometimes argue that the House ought not to per
mit the member to proceed with it, because it is too large for 
any unofficial hands. This premised, we may proceed to the 
seven points above mentioned. 

1. In England, as the more important bills are government 
bills, their policy is sure to have been carefully weighed. The 
ministry have every motive for care, because the fortunes of a 
first-class bill are their own fortunes. If it is rejected, they fall. 
A specially difficult bill is usually framed by a committee of the 
cabinet, and. then debated by the cabinet as a whole before it 
appears in Parliament. Minor bills are settled in the depart
ments by the parliamentary head with his staff of permanent 
officials. 

2. In England, government bills are prepared by the official 
government draftsmen, two -eminent lawyers with several 
assistants, who constitute an office for this purpose. Private 
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members who are lawyers often draft their own bills; those 
who are not generally employ a barrister. The drafting of 
government bills has improved of late years, and the faults of 
form still observable in British Acts are chiefly due to amend
ments made hurriedly in committee of the whole House. 

3. The harmony of one government bill with others of the 
same session is secured by the care of the official draftsmen, as 
well as by the fact that all emanate from one and the same 
ministry. No such safeguards exist in the case of private 
members' bills, but it is of course the duty of the ministry to 
watch these legislative essays, and get Parliament to strike 
out of anyone of them whatever is inconsistent with another 
measure passed or intended to be passed in the same session. 

4. Difficult and complicated bills which raise no political 
controversy are sometimes referred to a select committee, which 
goes through them and reports them as amended to the House. 
They are afterwards considered, first in committee of the Whole, 
and then by the House on the stage of report from committee 
of the Whole to the House. Such bills are now often referred 
to what are called Grand Committees, i.e. committees of at 
least fifty appointed in each session for the consideration of 
particular kinds of business, discussion in which replaces the 
discussion in committee of the Whole. Many bills, however, 
never go before select or grand committees. While measures 
which excite political feeling or touch any powerful interest 
(such as that of landowners or railroads or liquor-dealers) are 
exhaustively debated, others may slip through unobserved. 
The enormous pressure of work and the prolixity with which 
some kinds of business are discussed, involve the hurrying other 
business through with scant consideration. 

S. Except in the case of discussions at unseasonable hours, 
the proceedings of Parliament are so far reported in the lead
ing newspapers and commented on by them that bills, even 
those of private members, generally become known to those 
whom they may concern. There is usually a debate on the 
second reading, and this debate attracts notice. 

6. A government bill is, by the law of its being, exposed to 
the hostile criticism of the Opposition, who have an interest 
in discrediting the ministry by disparaging their work. As .re
spects private members' bills, it is the undoubted duty of some 
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minister to watch them, and to procure their amendment or re
jection if he finds them faulty. This duty is discharged less 
faithfully than might be wished, but perhaps as well as can be 
expected from weak human nature, often tempted to conciliate 
a supporter or an "interest" by allowing a measure to go 
through which ought to have been stopped. 

1. Responsibility for everything done in the House rests 
upon the ministry of the day, because they are the leaders of 
the majority. If they allow a private member to pass a 
bad bill, if they stop him when trying to pass a good bill, 
they are in theory no less culpable than if they pass a bad 
bill of their own. Accordingly, when the second reading of a 
measure of consequence is moved, it is the duty of some member 
of the ministry to rise, with as little delay as possible, and 
state whether the ministry support it, or oppose it, or stand 
neutral. Standing neutral is, so far as responsibility to the 
country goes, practically the same thing as supporting. The 
Opposition, as an organized body, are not expected to express 
their opinion on any bills except those of high political import. 
Needless to say, private members are also held strictly respon
sible for the .votes they give, these votes being all recorded and 
published next morning. Of course both parties claim praise 
or receive blame from the country in respect of their attitude 
towards bills of·moment, and when a session has produced few 
or feeble Acts the Opposition charge the Ministry with sloth 
or incompetence. 

The rules and usages I have described constitute valuable 
aids to legislation, and the quality of English and Scottish 
legislation, take it all and all, is good; that is to say, the stat
utes are such as public opinion (whether rightly or wrongly) 
demands, and are well drawn for the. purposes they aim at. 

Let us now apply the same test to the legislation of Con
gress. What follows refers primarily to the House, but is 
largely true of the Senate, because in the Senate also the com
mittees play an important part. 

In neither House of Congress are there any government 
bills. All measures are brought in by private members be
cause all members are private. The nearest approach to the 
government bill of England is one brought in by a leading 
member of the majority in pursuance of a resolution taken in 
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the congressional caucus of that majority. This seldom hap
pens. One must therefore compare the ordinary congressiQnal 
bill with the English private member's bill rather than with a 
government measure, and expect to find it marked by the 
faults that mark the former class. The second difference is 
that whereas in England the criticism and amendment of a 
bill takes place in committee of the Whole, in the House of 
Representatives it takes place in a small committee of sixteen 
members or less, usually of eleven. In the Senate also the 
committees do most of the work, but the committee of the 
Whole occasionally debates a bill pretty fully. 

Premising these dissimilarities, I go to the seven points 
before mentioned. 

1. The excellence of the substance of a bill introduced in 
Congress depends entirely on the wisdom and care of its in
troducer. lIe may, if self-distrustful, take counsel with his 
political allies respecting it. But there is no security for its 
representing any opinion or knowledge but his own. It may 
affect the management of an executive department, but the 
introducing member does not command departmental informa
tion, and will, if the bill passes, have nothing to do 'with the 
carrying out of its provisions. On the other hand, the officials 
of the government cannot submit bills j and if they find a 
congressman willing to do so for them, mnst leave the advo
cacy and conduct of the measure entirely in his hands. 

2. The drafting of a measure depends on the pains taken 
and skill exerted by its author. Senate bills are usually well 
drafted because many senators are experienced lawyers: 
House bills are often crnde and obscure. There does not 
exist either among the executive departments or in connection 
with Congress, any legal office· charged with the duty of pre
paring bills, or of seeing that the form in which they pass is 
technically satisfactory. 

3. The only security for the consistency of the various 
measures of the same session is to be found in the fact that 
those which affect the same matter ought to be referred to the 
Bame committee. However, it often happens that there are 
two or more committees whose spheres of jurisdiction overlap, 
so that of two bills handling cognate matters, one may go to 
Committee A and the other to Committee B. Should different 
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views of policy prevail in these two bodies, they may report 
to the House bills containing mutually repugnant provisions. 
There is nothing except unusual vigilance on the part of some 
member interested, to prevent both bills from passing. That 
mischief from this cause is not serious arises from the fact 
that out of the multitude of bills introduced, few are reported 
and still fewer become law. . 

4. The function of a committee of either House of Congress 
extends not merely to the sifting and amending of the bills 
referred to it, but to practically re-drawing them, if the com
mittee desires any legislation, or rejecting them by omitting to 
report them till near the end of the session if it thinks no leg
islation needed. Every committee is in fact a small bureau of 
legislation for the matters lying within its jurisdiction. It 
has for this purpose the advantage of time, of the right to 
take evidence, and of the fact that some of its members have 
been selected from their knowledge of or interest in the topics 
it has to deal with. On the other hand, it suffers from the 
non-publication of its debates, and from .the tendency of all 
small and secret bodies to intrigues and compromises, compro
mises in whic4 general principles of policy are sacrificed to 
personal feeling or selfish interest. Bills which go in black 
or white come out gray. They may lose all their distinctive 
colour; or they may be turned into a medley of scarcely consist- -
ent provisions. The member who has introduced a bill may 
not have a seat on the committee, and may therefore be unable 
to protect his offspring. Other members of the House, masters 
of the subject but not members of the committee, can only be 
heard as witnesses. Although therefore there are full oppor
tunities for the discussion of the bill by the committee, it often 
emerges in an unsatisfactory form, or is quietly suppressed, 
because there is no impetus of the general opinion of the House 
or the public to push it through. When the bill comes back to 
the House the chairman or other reporting member of the com
mittee generally moves the previous question, after which no 
amendment can be offered. Debate ceases and the bill is 
promptly passed or lost. In the Senate there is a better chance 
of discussion, for the Senate, having more time and fewer 
speakers, can review to some real pmpose the findings of its 
committees. 
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5. AB there is no debate on the introduction or on the second 
reading of a bill, the public is not necessarily apprised of the 
measures which are before Congress. An important measure 
is of course watched by the newspapers and so becomes known: 
minor measures go unnoticed. 

6. The general good-nature of Americans, and the tendency 
of members of their legislatures to oblige one another by doing 
reciprocal good turns, dispose people to let any bill go through 
which does not injure the interest of a party or of a person. 
Such good-nature counts for less in a committee, because a 
committee has its own views and gives effect to them. But in 
the House there are few views, though much impatience. The 
House has no time to weigh the merits of a bill reported back 
to it. :&Iembers have never heard it debated. They know no 
more of what passed in the committee than the report tells 
them. If the measure is palpably opposed to their party tenets, 
the majority will reject it: if no party question arises they 
usually adopt the view of the committee. 

1. What has been said already will have shown that except 
as regards bills of great importance, or directly involving party 
issues, there can be little effective responsibility for legislation. 
The member who brings in a bill is not responsible, because the 
committee generally alters his bill. The committee is little 
observed and the details of what passed within the four walls 
of its room are not published. The great parties in the House 
are but faintly responsible, because their leaders are not bound 
to express an opinion, and a vote taken on a non-partisan bill is 
seldom a strict party vote. Individual members are no doubt 
responsible, and a member who votes against a popular meas
ure, one for instance favoured by the working men, will suffer 
for it. I But the responsibility of individuals, most of them 
insignificant, half of them destined to vanish, like snow-Bakes 
in a river, at the next election, gives little security to the 
people. 

The best defence that can be advanced for this system is that 
it has been naturally evolved as a means of avoiding worse 

I The member .. ho has taken this ClO1IJ'IIe ill the .. one off, because be rarely 
has U opportUDity of explaining by a • .,-,b in the Hoose his reu<lO for bill 
YOle, aocl Ia therefore liable &0 the impotatioD of having been .. got at" by 
eapitaliata. 
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mischiefs. It is really a plan for legislating by a number of 
commissions. Each commission, receiving suggestions in the 
shape of bills, taking evidence upon them, and sifting them in 
debate, frames its measures and lays them before the House in 
a shape which seems designed to make amendment in details 
needless, while leaving the general policy to be accepted or 
rejected by a simple vote of the whole body. In this last 
respect the plan may be compared with that of the Romans 
during the Republic, whose general assembly of the people 
approved or disapproved of a bill as a whole, without power of 
amendment, a plan which had the advantage of making laws 
clear and simple. At Rome, however, bills could be proposed 
o~y by a magistrate upon his official responsibility j they were 
therefore comparatively few and sure to be carefully drawn. 
The members of American legislative commissions have no 
special training, no .official experience, little praise or blame to 
look for, and no means of securing that the overburdened House 
will ever come to a vote on their proposals. There is no more 
agreement between the views of one commission and another 
than what may result from the fact that the majority in both 
belongs to the same party. 

Add to the conditions above described the fact that the 
House in its few months of life has not time to deal with one
twentieth of the many thousand bills which are thrown upon 
it, that it therefore drops the enormous majority unconsidered, 
though some of the best may be in this majority, and passes 
most of those which it does pass by a suspension of the rules 
which leaves everything to a single vote,l and the marvel 
comes to be, not that legislation is faulty, but that an intensely 
practical people tolerates such defective machinery. Some 
reasons may be suggested tending to explain this phenomenon. 

Legislation is a difficult business in all free countries, and 
perhaps more difficult the more free the. country is, because 
the discordant voices are more numerous and less under con
trol. America has sometimes sac~ificed practical convenience 
to her dislike to authority. 

The Americans surpass all other nations in their power of 
making the best of bad conditions, getting the largest results 

1 This can be done by a two-thirds vot.e during tbe last six days of a sesSioB 
and on tbe first and third Mondays of each month. 
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out of scanty materials or rough methods. Many things in 
that country work better than they ought to work, so to speak, 
or could work in any other country, because the people are 
shrewdly alert in minimizing such mischiefs as arise from 
their own haste or heedlessness, and because they have a. great 
capacity for self-help. 

A ware that they possess this gift, the Americans are content 
to leave their political machinery unreformed. Persons who 
propose comprehensive reforms are suspected as theorists and 
crotchet-mongers. The national inventiveness, active in the 
spheres of mechanics and money-making, spends little of its 
force on the details of governmental methods. 

The want of legislation on topics where legislation is needed 
breeds fewer evils than would follow in countries like England 
or France where Parliament is the only law-making body. 
The powers of Congress are limited to comparatively few 
subjects: its failures do not touch the general well-being of 
the people, nor the healthy administration of the ordinary 
law. 

The faults of bills passed by the House are often cured by 
the Senate, where discussion is more leisurely and thorough. 
The committee system produces in that body also some of the 
same flabbiness and colourlessness in bills passed. But the 
blunders, whether in substance or of form, of the one chamber 
are frequently corrected by the other, and many bad bills fail 
owing to a division of opinion between the Houses. 

The President's veto kills off some vicious measures. He 
does not trouble himself about defects of form; but where a 
bill seems to him opposed to sound policy, it is bis constitu
tional duty to disapprove it, and to throw on Congress the 
responsibility of passing it "over his veto" by a two-thirds 
vote. A good President accepts this responsibility. 



CHAPTER XVII 

CONGRESSIONA.L FINANCE 

FINA.NCE is a sufficiently distinct and important department 
of legislation to need a chapter to itself; nor does any legisla
ture devote a larger proportion of its time than does Congress 
to the consideration of financial bills. These are of two kinds: 
those which raise revenue by taxation, and those which direct 
the application of the public funds to the vario1,l.s expenses of 
the government. At present Congress raises all the revenue it 
requires by indirect taxation/ and chiefly by duties of customs 
and excise; so taxing bills are pr;tCtically tariff bills, the excise 
duties being comparatively little varied from year to year. 

The method of passing both kinds of bills is unlike that of 
most European countries. In England, with which, of course, 
America can be most easily compared, although both the 
levying and the spending of money are absolutely under the 
control of the House of Commons, the House of Commons 
originates no proposal for either. It never either grants 
money or orders the raising of money except at the request of 
the Crown. Once a year the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
lays before it, together with a full statement of the revenue 
and expenditure of the past twelve months, estimates of the 
expenditure for the coming twelve months, and suggestions 
for the means of meeting that expenditure by taxation or by 
borrowing. He embodies these suggestions in resolutions on 
which, when the House has accepted them, bills are grounded 
imposing certain taxes or authorizing the raising of a loan. 
The House may of course amend the bills in details, but no 
private member ever proposes a taxing bill, for it is n;con. 
-,----""'---. . - . 

1 During the Civil War, direct taxes were levied (the proceeds of which 
have, however, been since returned to the States); and many other kinds of 
taxes besideR those mentioned in the text have been imposed at difl'erent times. 
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cern of anyone except the ministry to till the public treasury.l 
the estimates prepared by the several administrative depart-

·ments (Army, Navy, Office of Works, Foreign Office, etc.), 
and revised by the Treasury, specify the items of proposed 
expenditure with much particularity, and till three or more 
bulky volumes, which are delivered to every member of the 
House. These estimates are debated in committee of the 
whole House, explanations being required from the ministers 
who represent the Treasury and the several departments, and 
are passed in a long succession of separate votes. Members 
~'!"propose _to_ ,educe .anl"particulaq~ran1sp but llOt -to in-I 
crease them; no money is ever voted for the public service I 
except tnat which the Crown has asked for through its minis
ters. The Crown must never ask for more than it actually 
needs, and hence the ministerial proposals for taxation are 
carefully calculated to raise just so much money as will easily 
cover the estimated expenses for the coming year. It is reck
oned almost as great a fault in the finance minister if he has 
needlessly overtaxed the people, as if he has so undenaxed 
them as to be left with a deficit. If at the end of a year a 
lubstantial lurplus appears, the taxation for next year is 
reduced in proportion, lupposing that the expenditure remains 
the aame. Every credit granted by Parliament expires of 
itself at the end of the financial year. 

In the United States the Secretary of the Treasury sends 
annually to Congress a report containing a statement of the 
national income and expenditure and of the condition of the 
public debt, together with remarks on the system of taxation 
and suggestions for its improvement. He also sends what is 
called his _.\nn~~_J.e!ter, enclosing the estimates, framed by 
the various Tepartments, of the BUlUS needed for the public ser
vices of the United States during the coming year. So far 
the Secretary is like a European finance minister, except that 
he communicates with the chamber on paper instead of mak-

1 Of <OllJ'II8 • priftte member may eany • _Intian involving additional 
~t1lJ'e; bua e""o thla ill at variaDce with the lIlrieter eolllltitutional d ..... 
triBe UId praetice; • doctrine ~garded by the statesmeo of the last generatioo 
.. utremely valoable, b«alllle It reetraloa the propeosity of • legisJat1lJ'e &0 
yi .. 1d &0 demaoda emaoatinll1 from aediona or elasaes, wbich may entail b .. avy 
aod perbape unprofitable eIIarII1ee an the country. See the obel'J'Tlltiooa 01 \boo 
FIn& LoI'd of the TlM81lrJ in the ao- of Commoos, Ilan:h 22, 1886. 
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ing his statement and proposals orally. But here the resem
blance stops. Everything that remains in the way of financial 
legislation is done solely by Congress and its committees, the 
executive having no further hand in the matter. 

The business of raising money belongs to one committeel 
only, the standing committee of Ways and Means, consisting 
of eleven members. Its chairman is always a leading man in 
the pp,rty which commands a majority in the House. This 
committee prepares and reports to the House the bills needed 
for imposing or continuing the v~rious customs duties, excise 
duties, etc. The report of the Secretary has been referred by 
the House to this. committee, but the latter does not necessarily 
base its bills upon or in any way regard that report. Neither 
does it in preparing them start from an estimate of the sums 
needed to support the public service. It does pot, because it 
cannot: for it does not know what grants for the public ser
vice will be proposed by the spending committees, since the 
estimates submitted in the Secretary's letter furnish no trust
worthy basis for a guess. It does not, for the further reason 
that the primary object of customs duties has for many years 
past been not the raising of revenue, but the protection of 
American industries by subjecting foreign products to a very 
high tariff. This tariff, which was further raised in 1890, has 
brought in an. income far exceeding the current needs of the 
government. Two-thirds of the war debt having been paid 
off, the fixed charges have shrunk to one-third of what they 
were when the war ended, yet this tariff remained till 1890 
with few modifications, surpluses constantly accumulating in 
the national treasury, until in that year a Pension Act was 
passed which increased expenditures so largely as almost to 
absorb even the growing surplus. The committee of Ways 
and Means has therefore had no motive for adapting taxation 
to expenditure. The former will be always in excess so long 
as the protective tariff stands, and the protective tariff stands 
for commercial or political reasons unconnected with national 
finance.1 

1 For a long time surplnees were got rid of by paying off debt; but when finan
ciers begau to hold that a certain portion of the debt ought to be kept on foot 
for banking and currency purposes, much discussion arose as to how the accu
mulating balance should be disposed of. The Pension Act. alt.hough partly 
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When the revenue bills come to be debated in committee of 
the whole House similar causes prevent them from being scru
tinized from the purely financial point of view. Debate turns 
on those items of the tariff which involve gain or loss to inHu
ential gronps. Little inquiry is made as to the amount needed 
and the adaptation of the bills to produce that amount and no 
more. It is the same with ways and means bills in the Sen
ate. Communications need not pass between the committees 
of either House and the Treasury. The person most respon
sible, the person who most nearly corresponds to an English 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, or a French Minister of Finance, 
is the chairman of the House committee of Ways and Means. 
But he stands in no official relation to the Treasury, and is 
not required to exchange a word or a letter with its statIo 
Neither, of course, can he count on a majority in the Honse. 
Though he is a leading man he is not a leader, i.e. he has no 
claim on the votes of his own party, many of whom may disap
proye of and canse the defeat of his proposals. This befel in 
1886, when the chairman of this committe.e, an able man, and 
perhaps, after the Speaker, the most considerable person in 
the Democratic majority, was beaten in his attempted reform 
of the tarifL 

The business of spending money used to belong to the com
mittee on Appropriations, but in 1883 a new committee, that 
on Rivers and Harbours, received a large field of expenditure ; 
and in 1886 sundry other supply bills were referred to sun
dry standing committeea.1 The committee on appropriations 
starts from, but does not adopt, the estimates sent in by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, for the appropriation bills it pr~_ 
pare. usually make large and often reckle88 reductions in these 
t'stimates. The Rivers and Harbonrs committee proposes 
grants of money for what are called "internal improvements," 
nominally in aid of navigation, but practically in order to turn 
a stream of pnblic money into the State or States where each 

iDt-'ed liD gratify the ....mYON of the Northern armies in the Civil War, seems 
10 ban beea abo designed liD ao deplece &be TreII8WT .. 10 remove ODe reaaoD 
for ftd"";n~ the prot8eUTII ~. 

1 Mr. Woodrow W~ iDforma me that the billa 80 referred were tboee 
makiolt appropriatioDa for &be Co_lar and Diplomatic Bern.-, for the Army 
and Military Aeademy, for Kafti alfairs, for the Poet Offiee, for Indian alfain, 
tcptber abeorbing fully bal1 of &be _bole COTIIf11DU!lDtal appropriatiODB. 

VOL. 1 11' 
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"improvement" is to be executed. More °money is wasted ill 
this way than what the parsimony of the appropriations com. 
mittee can save. Each of the 9ther standing committees, 
including the committee on pensions, a source of infinite 
waste,! proposes grants of money, not knowing nor heeding 
what is being proposed by other committees, and guided by 
the executive no further than the members choose. All the 
expenditures recommended must be met by appropriation bills, 
but into their propriety the appropriations committee cannot 
inquire. 

Every revenue bill must, of course, come before the House; 
and the House, whatever else it may neglect, never neglects the 
discussion of taxation and money grants. These are discussed 
as fully as the pressure of work permits, and are often added 
to by the insertion of fresh items, which members interested 
in getting money voted for a particular purpose or locality 
suggest. These bills then go to the Senate, which forthwith 
refers them to -its committeeso The Senate committee on 
finance deals with the revenue-raising bills; the committee on 
appropriations with supply bills. Both sets then come before 
the whole Senate. Although it cannot initiate revenu;::-raising 
bills, the Senate long ago made good its claim to amend appro
priation bills, and does so' freely, adding items and often raising 
the total of the grants. When the bills go back to the House, 
the House usually rejects the amendments; the Senate adheres 
to them, and a Conference committee is appointed, consisting 
of three senators and three members of the House, by which 
a compromise is settled, hastily and in secret, and accepted, 
generally in the last days of the session, by a hard-pressed but 
reluctant House. Even as enlarged by this committee, the 
supply voted is often found inadequate, so a Deficiency bill is 
introduced in the following session, including a second series of 
grants to the departments. 

The European reader will ask how all this is or can be done 
by Congress without frequent communication from or to the 
executive government. There are such communications, for 
the ministers, anxious to secure appropriations adequate for 
their respective departments, talk to the chairmen and appear 

1 The annual expenditnre on pensions was in 1887 $75,000,000 (£15,000,000). 
Under the statute of 18!lO, it had risen in 1892 to $155,464,621, and is expecte<! 
to reach $200,000,000. 
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before the committees to give evidence as to departmental 
needs. But Congress does not look to them for guidance as in 
the early days it looked to Hamilton and Gallatin. U the 
House cuts down their estimates they turn to the Senate and 
beg it to restore the omitted items; if the Senate fail them, 
the only resource left is a Deficiency bill in the next session. 
U one department is so starved as to be unable to do its work, 
while another obtains lavish grants which invite jobbery or 
waste, it is the committees, not the executive, whom the people 
ought to blame. If, by a system of log-rolling, vast sums are 
wasted upon useless public works, no minister has any oppor
tunity to interfere, any right to protest. A minister cannot, as 
in England, bring Congress to reason by a threat of resignation, 
for it would make no difference to Congress if the whole 
cabinet were to resign, unless of course the congressmen most 
conspicuously concerned should be so palpably in fault that 
the people could be roused to vigorons disapproval. 

What I have stated may be summarized as follows: 
There is practically no connection between the policy of 

revenue raising and the policy of revenue spending, for these 
are left to different committees whose views may be opposed, 
and the majority in the House has no recognized leaders to 

. remark the discrepancies or make OlDl or other view prevail. 
In the forty-ninth Congress a strong free-trader was chairman 
of the tax-proposing committee on Ways and Means, while a 
strong protectionist was chairman of the spending committee 
Oil A ppropriatioll& 

There is no relation between the amonnt proposed to be 
spent in anyone year, and the amount proposed to be raised. 
But for the fact that the high tariff has, until quite recently, 
produced a large annual surplus, financial breakdowns must 
have ensued. 

The knowledge and experience of the permanent officials 
either as regards the productivity of taxes, and the incidental 
benefits or losses attending their collection, or as regards the 
nature of nnous kinds of expenditure and their comparative 
utility. can be turned to account only by interrogating these 
officials before the committees. Their views are not stated in 
the House by a parliamentary chief, nor tested in debate by argu
ments addressed to him which he must there and then answer. 
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Little check exists on the tendency of members to deplete 
the public treasury by securing grants for their friends or con
stituents, or by putting through financial jobs for which they 
are to receive some private consideration. If either the major
ity of the committee on Appropriations or the House itself 
suspects a job, the grant proposed may be rejected. But it is 
the duty of no one in particular to scent out a job, and to de
feat it by public exposure. 

The nation becomes so puzzled by a financial policy varying 
from year to year, and controlled by no responsible leaders, as 
to feel diminished interest in congressional discussions and 
diminished confidence in Congress.1 

The result on the national finance is unfortunate. . A 
thoughtful American publicist remarks, " So long as the debit 
side of the national account is managed by one set of men, and 
the credit side by another set, both sets working separately 
and in secret without public responsibility, and without inter
vention on the part of the executive official who is nominally 
responsible; so long as these sets, being composed largely of 
new men every two years, give no attention to business except 
when Congress is in session, and thus spend in preparing plans 
the whole time which ought to be spent in public discussion of 
plans already matured, so that an immense budget is rushed· 

1 .. The noteworthy fact that even the most thorough debates in Congress 
fail to awaken any genuine or active interest in the minds of the people has 
had its most striking illustrations in the course of our financial legislation, for 
though the discussions which have taken place in Congress upon financial 
questions have been so frequent, so protracted, and so thorough, engrossing a 
large part of the tinle of the House on their every recurrence, they seem in 
almost every instance to have made scarcely any impression upon the public 
mind. The Coinage Act of 1873, by which silver was demonetized, had been 
before the country many years ere it reached adoption, having been tinte and 
again considered by committees of Congress, tinte and again printed and dis
cussed in one shape or anothe., and having finally gained acceptance appar
ently by sheer persistence and importunity. The Resumption Act of 1875, too, 
had had a like career of repeated considerations by committees, repeated 
printings and a full discussion by Congress, and yet when the Bland Silver 
Bill of 1878 was ou its way through the mills of legislation, some of the most 
prominent newspapers of the country declared with confidence that the Re
sumption Act had beeu passed inconsiderately aud in ha.,te; and several mem
bers of Congress had previously complained that the demouetizatiou scheme 
of 1873 had been pushed surreptitiously through the courses of its passage, 
Congress having been tricked into accepting it, doing it scarcely knew what." 
- Woodrow Wilson, Congressional Government, p. 148. This remark, how
ever, would not apply to the tariff debates of 1890. 



CHAP. XVII CONGRESSIONAL FINANCE 181 

through without discussion in a week or ten days - just so 
long the finances will go from bad to worse, no matter by what 
name you call the party in power. No other nation on.earth 
attempts such a thing, or could attempt it without soon coming 
to grief, our salvation thus far consisting in an enormous in
come, with practically no drain for military expenditure." 

It may be replied to this criticism that the enormous in
come, added to the fact that the' tariff is imposed for protection 
rather than for revenue, is not only the salvation of the United 
States Government under the present system, but also the 
cause of that system. Were the tariff framed with a view to 
revenue only, no higher taxes would be imposed than the 
public service required, and a. better method of balancing the 
public accounts would follow. This is true. The present 
state of things is evidently exceptional. America is the OnlY

r country in the world whose difficulty is not to raise money but 
to spend it.l But it is equally true that Congress is contract 
ing lax habits, and ought to change them. 

How comes it, if all this be true, that the finances of 
America are so flourishing, and in particular that the public 
debt has been paid off with such regularity and speed that 
from $3,000,000,000 (£600,000,000) in 1865, it had sunk to 
$1,000,000,000 (£200,000,000) in 1890? Does not so brilliant 
a result speak of a continuously wise and skilful management 
of the national revenue? 

The paying off of the debt seems to be due to the following 
C3uses:-

To the prosperity of the country which, with one interval of 
trade depression, has for twenty-five years been developing its 
amazing natural resources so fast as to produce an amount of 
wealth which is Dot only greater, but probably more widely dif. 
fused through the population, than in any other part of the world. 

To the spending habits of the people, who allow themselves 
luxuries such as the masses enjoy in no other country, and 
therefore pay more than any other peo'ple in the way of indirect 

1 Por hrenty~lght years there have heen snrpluses. the smallest of 32.3oM.OOC 
In 1874, the largest of '145.643.000 in 1882. The surplos for the year eudiog 
30th June 1890 was about .... 000.000. The receipt. from costoms alone were 
greater hy abont '48.000.000 In 1890 than In ]885. The total reveoue of the year 
ending Jnne SO. 1892, was '4211,000.000, and the total expenditure 1415.000.000. 
the receipt. from costoms dntles having declined, and the expenditure, espe
eially on pena1ona, having ~creased. 
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taxation. ~he fact that Federal revenue is raised by duties of 
C,ll~tQ!D:~a,~[e;(Jlseiriak.esthepEiopre-far-iess sensible of the 
pressure of taxation- than -they would be did they pay directly. 

To the absence of the military and naval charges which press 
so heavily on European states. 

To the maintenance of an exceedingly high tariff at the 
instance of interested persons who have obtained the public 
ear and can influence Congress. It is the acceptance of the 
policy of Protection, rather than any· deliberate conviction 
that the debt ought to be paid off, that has caused the continu
ance of a tariff whose huge and constant surpluses have enabled 
the debt to be reduced. 

Europeans, admiring and envying the rapidity with which 
the war debt has been reduced, have been disposed to credit the 
Americans with brilliant financial skill. That, however, which 
was really admirable in the conduct of the American people 
was not their judgment in selecting particular methods for rais
ing money, but their readiness to submit during and immedi
atelyafter the war to unprecedentedly heavy taxation. The 

. interests (real or supposed) of the manufacturing classes have 
caused the mltintenance of the tariff then imposed j nature, by 
giving the people a spending power which has rendered the 
tariff marvellously productive, has done the rest. 

Under the system of congressional finance here described 
America wastes millions annually. But her wealth is so great, 
her revenue so elastic, that she is not sensible of the loss. She 
has the glorious privilege of youth, the privilege of committing 
errors without suffering from their consequenc~s. 



CHAPTER XVIII 

THE RELATIONS OF THE TWO HOUSES 

THE creation by the Constitution of 1789 of two chambers in 
the United States, in place of the one chamber which existed 
under the Confederation, has been usually ascribed by Euro
peans to mere imitation of England; and one learned writer 
goes so far as to suggest that if England had possessed three 
chambers, like the States General of France, or four, like the 
Diet of Sweden, a crop of three-chambered or four-chambered 
legislatures would, in obedience to the example of happy and 
successful England, have sprung up over the world. There 
were, however, better reasons than deference to English prec
edents to justify the division of Congress into two houses and 
no more i and so many indubitable instances of such a defer
ence may be quoted that there is no need to hunt for others. 
Not to dwell upon the fact that there were two chambers in 
all but two 1 of the thirteen original States, the Convention of 
1787 had two solid motives for fixing on this number, a motive 
of principle and theory, a motive of immediate expediency. 

,
. The chief advantage of dividing a legislature into two 
branches is that. the one may check the haste and. correct the 
mistakes or t~QtlJ.~r:·' "This advantage is purchased at the 
price of some delay, and of the weakness which results from a 
splitting up of authority. If a legislature be constituted of 
three or more branches, the advantage is scarcely inCl'eased, the 
delay and weakness are immensely aggravated. Two chambers 
can be made to work together in a way almost impossible to 
more than two. As the proverb says, "Two's company, three's 
none." If there be three chambers, two are sure to intrigue 
and likely to combine against the third. The difficulties of 

1 PeDD8)"lvania and Georgia; thll form81' of which added a Senate in 1789, 
the latter in 1790. See po.', Chapter XXXIX. on State Legislatures. 
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carrying a measure without sacrificing its unity of principle, of 
fixing responsibility, of securing the watchful attention of the 
public, serious with two chambers, become enormous with three 
or more. 

To these considerations there was added the practical ground 
that the division of Congress into two houses supplied a means 
of settling the ilispute which raged between the small and the 
large States. The latter contended for a representation of the 
States 'in Congress proportioned to their respective populations, 
the former for their equal representation as sovereign common
wealths. Both were satisfied by the plan which created two 
chambers in .one of which' the former principle, in the other of 
which the latter principle was recognized. The country re
mained a federation in respect of the Senate, it became a nation 
in respect of the House: there was no occasion for a third 
chamber. 

1 The respective characters of the two bodies are wholly un
I like those of the so-called upper and lower chambers of Europe. 
: In Europe there is always a difference of political complex-

. ion, generally resting on a difference in personal composition. 
There the upper chamber r~~!.e..~,!~.J;hl) _aristocracy. of the 
cO~~YLo.r. the. men o~. !"~alth, .()rthe high officials, or the 
influence ortneCrown I!!ld COl!rt i while the lower chamber 
represents 1lie multitUde. Between the Senate and the House 
tne-ie"isnosucliUilierence. Both equally represent the people, 
the whole people, and nothing but the people. The individual 
members come from the same classes of the community; and
though there are more rich men (in proportion to numbers) in 
the Senate than in the House, .the influence of capital is not 
markedly greater. Both have been formed by the same social 
influences: and the social pretensions of a senator expire with 
his term of office. Both are possessed by the same ideas, 
governed by the same sentiments, equally conscious of their 
dependence on public opinion. The one has never been, like 
the English House of Commons, a popular pet, the other never, 
like the English House of Lords, a popular bugbear. 

What is perhaps stranger, the two branches of Congress have 
not exhibited that contrast of feeling and policy which might 
be expected from the different methods by which they are 
chosen. In the House the large States are predominant: ten 
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out of forty-f9ur (less than one-fourth) return an absolute 
majority of the 332 representati ves. In the Senate these same 
ten States have only twenty members out of eigh~ight, less 
than a fourth of the whole. In other words, these ten States 
are more than sixteen times as powerful in the House as they 
are in the Senate. But as the House has never been the organ 
of the large States, nor prone to act in their interest, so neither 
has the Senate been the stronghold of the small States, for 
American politics have never turned upon an antagonism be
tween these two sets of commonwealths. Questions relating 
to States' rights and the greater or less extension of the powers 
of the national government have played a leading part in the 
history of the Union. But although small States might be 
supposed to be specially zealous for States' rights, the tendency 
to uphold them has been no stronger in the Senate than in the 
House. In one phase of the slavery struggle the Senate hap
pened to be under the control of the slaveholders while the 
House was not j and then of course the Senate championed 
the sovereignty of the States. But this attitude was purely 
accidental, and disappeared with its transitory cause. 

The real differences between the two bodies are due to the 
smaller size of the Senate, and the consequent greater facilities 
for debate, to the somewhat superior capacity of its members, 
to the habits which its executive functions form in individual 
senators, and have formed in the whole body. 

In Europe, where the question as to the utility of second 
chambers is actively canvassed, two objections are made to 
them, one that they deplete the first or popular chamber of 
able men, the other that they induce deadlocks and consequent 
stoppage of the wheels of government. On both arguments 
light may be expected from American experience. 

Although the Senate does draw olI from the House many of 
its abl6llt men, it is not clear, paradoxical as the observation 
Dlay appear, that the House would be much the better for re
taining those men. The faults of the House are mainly due, 
not to want of talent amoDg individuals, but to its defective 
methods, and especially to the absence of leadership. Thelie 
are faults which the addition of twenty or thirty able men 
would not cure. Some of the committees would be stronger, 
and 80 far the work would be better done. But the House as 
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a whole would not (assuming its rules and usages to remain 
what they are now) be distinctly a greater power in the coun. 
try. On the other hand, the merits of the Senate are largely 
due to the fact that it trains to higher efficiency the ability which 
it has drawn from the House, and gives that ability a sphere 
in which it can develop with better results. Were the Senate 
and the House thrown into one, the country would suffer more, 
I think much more, by losing the Senate than it would gain by 
improving the House, for the united body would have the qual
ities of the House and not those of the Senate. 

Collisions between the two Houses are frequent. Each is 
jealous and combative. Each is prone to alter the bills that 
come from the other; and the Senate in particular knocks 
about remorselessly those favourite children of the House, the 
appropriation bills. The fact that one House has passed a bill 
goes but a little way in inducing the other to pass it; the Sen
ate would reject twenty House bills as readily as one. Dead
locks, however, disagreements over serious issues which stop 
the machinery of administration, are not common. They rarely 
cause excitement or alarm outside Washington, because the 
country, remembering previous instances, feels sure they will 
be adjusted, and knows that either House would yield were it 
unmistakably condemned by public opinion. The executive gov
ernment goes on undisturbed, and the worst that can happen is' 
the loss of a bill which may be passed four months later. Even 
as between the two bodies there is no great bitterness in these 
conflicts, because the causes of quarrel do not lie deep. Some
times it is self-esteem that is involved, the sensitive self-esteem 
of an assembly. Sometimes one or other House is playing for 
a party advantage. That intensity which in the similar con
tests of Europe arises frbm class feeling is absent, because there 
is no class distinction between the two American chambers. 
Thus the country seems to be watching a fencing match rather 
than a combat a outranC6. 

I dwell upon this substantial identity of character in the 
Senate and the House because it explains the fact, surprising 
to a European, that two perfectly co-ordinate authorities, neither 
of which has any more right than its rival to claim to speak 
for the whole nation, manage to get along together. Their 
quarrels are professional and personal rather than conflicts of 
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adverse principles. The two bodies are not hostile elements in 
the nation, striving for supremacy, but servants of the same 
master, whose word of rebuke will quiet them. 

It must, however, be also remembered that in such countries 
as England, France, and Italy, the popular chamber stands in 
very close relation with the executive government, which it has 
virtually installed and which it supports. A conflict between 
the two chambers in such countries is therefore a conflict to which 
the executive is a party, involving issues which may be of the 
extremest urgency; and this naturally intensifies the struggle. 
For the House of Lords in England or the Senate in Italy to 
resist a demand for legislation made by the ministry, who are 
responsible for the defence and peace of the country, and 
backed by the representative House, is a more serious matter 
than almost any collision between the Senate and the House can 
be in America! 

The United States is the only great country in the world in 
which the two Houses are really equal and co-ordinate. Such 
a system could hardly work, and therefore could not last, if the 
executive were the creature of either or of both, nor unless both 
were in close touch with the sovereign people. 

When each chamber persists in its own view, the regular pro
ceeding is to appoint a committee of conference, consisting of 
three members of the Senate and three of the House. These 
six meet in secret, and generally settle matters by a compro
mise, which enables each side to retire with honour. When 
appropriations are involved, a sum intermediate between the 
smaller one which the House proposes to grant and the larger 
one desired by the Senate is adopted. If no compromise can 
be arranged, the conflict continues till one side yields or it ends 
by an adjournment, which of coUrse involves the failure of the 
measure disagreed upon. The House at one time tried to 
coerce the Senate into submission by adding" riders," as they 
are called, to appropriation bills, i.e. annexing or "tacking" 
(to use the English expression) pieces of general legislation to 
bills granting sums of money. This puts the Senate in the 

I Of eoll1'l8 a eaae may be Imagined In which the President should ask for 
leg\Alatlon, as IJncoin did during the war, and one House of Congress should 
grant, the other refuee, tbe Acts demanded. But .uch cases are leu likely to 
occur In America than In Europe under the Cabinet system. 
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dilemma of either accepting the unwelcome rider, or rejecting 
the whole bill, and thereby withholding from the executive the 
funds it needs. This happened in 1855 and 1856. However, 
the Senate stood firm, and the House gave way. The device 
had previouSly been attempted (in 1849) by the Senate in tack
ing a pro-slavery provision to au appropriation bill which it was 
returning to the House, and it was revived by both Houses 
against President Andrew Johuson in 1861. 

II!. a contest the Senate usually, though not invariably, gets 
the better of the House. It is smaller, and can therefore more 
easily keep its majority together; its members are more ex
perienced; and it has the great advantage of being permanent, 
whereas the House is a transient body. The Senate can hold 
out, because if it does not get its way at once against the 
House, it may do so when a new House comes up to Washing
ton. The House cannot afford to wait, because the hour of its 
own dissolution is at hand. Besides, while the House does not 
know the Senate hom iuside, the Senate, many of whose mem
bers have sat in the House, knows all the "ius and outs" of 
its rival, can gauge its strength and play upon its weakness. 



CHAPTER XIX 

GDEBAL OBSDVATION8 O:lr CONGRESS 

Arm this inquiry into the composition and working of each 
branch of Congress, it; remainS for me to make some obserra
tiona which apply to both Houses, and which may tend to indi
cate the features t;hat distinguish them from the representative 
assemblies of the Old World. The European reader must bear 
in mind three points which, in following the details of the last 
few chapters, he may have forgotten. The first is that Con
gress is not; like the Parliaments of England, France, and 
Italy, a IOvereign assembly, bnt; is anbject to the Constitution, 
which only the people can change. The second is, that it 
neither appoints not dismisses the executive government, which 
springs directly from popular election. The third is, that its 
sphere of legislative action is limited by the existence of forty
four gonrnments in the several States, whose anthority is just 
as well baaed as its own, and cannot; be curtailed by it. 

L The choice of members of Congre88 is locally limited by 
law and by enstom. Under the Constitution every represen
tative and every senator must when elected be an inhabitant 
of the State whence he is elected. Moreover, State law has 
in many and custom practically in all States, established that 
a repreaentati\"e must be resident in the congressional district 
which elects him.1 The only exceptions to this practice occur 
in large cities where oooasionallya man is chosen who lives in 
a different; diatrict; of the city from that which returns him; 

In. ... Iepl ~ boW Iha& II pnrriIIi.- GI tbia IdDd is illftlid, 
..... S- law ... _ ...... er to aanow tile qualifieatiolla for II Feden! 
~th .. ~ IIy the Coutitatioa GI the Uaited Slates. And Coo. 
g.-1rOOLId proII&bIy 10 boW If the q1IeItioa __ iD II _ brought before is 
.. to II dispated eIectioa. So far ........ beea able to -w.. the poiJd 
........ ariIea fe. deCenumaDaL ' 

W 
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but such exceptions are rare.} This restriction, inconvenient 
as it is both to candidates, whose field of choi.!Je in seeking a 
constituency it narrows, and to constituencies, whom it debars 
from choosing persons, however eminent, who do not reside in 
their midst, seems to Americans so obviously reasonable that 
few persons, even in the best educated classes, will admit its 
policy to be disputable. In what are we to seek the causes of 
this opinion? 

First. In the existence of States, originally separate politi
cal communities, still for many purposes independent, and accus
tomed to consider the inhabitant of another State as almost a 
foreigner. A New Yorker, Pennsylvanians would say, owes 
allegiance to New York; he cannot feel and think as a citizen 
of Pennsylvania, and cannot therefore properly represent 
Pennsylvanian interests. This sentiment ~s spread by a sort 
of sympathy, this reasoning has been applied by a sort of 
analogy, to the counties, the cities, the electoral districts of 
the State itself. State feeling has fostered local feeling; the 
locality deems no man a fit representative who has not by 
residence in its limits, and by making it his political home, 
the place where he exercises his civic rights, become soaked 
with its own local sentiment. 

Secondly. Much of the interest felt ht -the proceedings of 
Congress relates to the raising and spending of money. 
Changes in the tariff may affect the industries of a locality; 
or a locality may petition for an appropriation of public funds 
to some local public work, the making of a harbour, or the 
improvement of the navigation of a river. In both cases it is 
thought that no one but an inhabitant can duly comprehend the 
needs or zealously advocate the demands of a neighbourhood. . 

Thirdly. Inasmuch as no high qualities of statesmanship 
; are expected from a congressman, a district would think it a 

slur to be told that it ought to look beyond its own borders for 
a representative; and as the post is a paid one, the people feel 
that a good thing ought to be kept for one of themselves 
rather than thrown away on a stranger. It is by local politi-

} However, in 1890 one of the candidates for the fifth congressional district 
of lIfassachusetts was not a resident in that district, and was not thought to 
have suffered seriously on that account. Sometimes a man moves into a dis
trict in order to be chosen there. 
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cal work, organizing, canvassing, and haranguing, that a party 
is kept going: and this work must be rewarded. 

A perusal of the chapter of the Federalist, which argues 
that one representative for 30,000 inhabitants will sufficiently 
satisfy republican needs, suggests another reflection. The 
writer refers to some who held a numerous representation to 
be a democratic institution, because it enabled every small dis
trict to make its voice heard in the national Congress. Such 
representation then existed in the State legislatures. Evi
dently the habits of the people were formed by these State legis
latures, in which it was a matter of course that the people of 
each township or city sent one of themselves to the assembly 
of the State. When they came to return members to Con
gress, they followed the same practice. A stranger had no 
means of making himself known to them and would not think 
of offering himself. That the habits of England are different 
may be due, so far as the eighteenth century is concerned, to 
the practice of borough-mongering, under which candidates 
unconnected with the place were sent down by some influen
tial person, or bought the seat from the corrupt corporation or 
the limited body of freemen. Thus the notion that a stranger 
mj,ght do well enough for a borough grew up, while in counties 
it remained, till 1885, a maxim that a candidate ought to own 
land in the county 1_ the old law required a freehold qualifi
cation somewhere - or ought to live in, or ought at the very 
least (as I once heard a candidate, whose house lay just out
side the county for which he was standing, allege on his own 
behalf) to look into the county from his window while shaving 
in the morning.' The English practice might thus seem to 
be an exception due to special causes, and the American prac-

1 The old law (9 Anne, c. II) reqolred all members to possess a freehold 
qualification aomewhere. All property qoali1ications were abolished by 
• talUts In 18118. 

t 1'he English habit of allowing a man to stand for a place with which he is 
personally unconnected woold doubtlees be favoured by the fact that many 
mlnlolers are neceaaarlly members of the House of Commons. The inconven
iellt'e of excludiug a man from the service of the nation because he coold not 
leCure his return in the place of his residence woold be unendurable. No such 
reason ulsta in America, because ministers cannot be members of Congrees. 
Iu Fran"", Germany, and Italy the practice resembles that of England, i.e. 
many members ait for places where they do not reside, though a candidate 
reeiding In the place he Btanda for baa a certain advantage. 

1& \a remarkable that the original English practice required the member to 

' . 
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tice that which is natural to a free country, where local sell 
government is fully developed and rooted in the habits of th4 
people. It is from their local government that the politica 
ideas of the American people have been formed: and theJ 
have applied to their State assemblies and their nationa 
assembly the customs which grew up in the smaller area.l 

These are the best explanations I can give of a phenomenOI 
which strikes Europeans all the more because it exists amon! 
a population more unsettled and migratory than any in th4 
Old World. But they leave me still surprised at this strengtl 
of local feeling, a feeling not less marked in the new region: 
of the Far West than in the venerable commonwealths 0: 

Massachusetts and Virginia. Fierce as is the light of criticisn 
which beats upon every part of that system, this point remairu 
uncensured, because assuriled to be part of the order of nature 

So far as the restriction to residents in a State is concernec 
it is intelligible. The senator was originally a sort of am 
bassador from his State. He is chosen by the legislature 0] 

collective authority of his State. He cannot well be a citizer 
of one State and represent another. Even a representative ir 
the House from one State who lived in another might be per 
be a resident of the county or borough which retnrned him to Parliament 
This is said to be a requirement at common law (witness the words .. de comi 
tatu tuo " in the writ for the election addressed to the sheriff); and was ex 
pressly enacted by the statute 1 Henry V. cap. 1. But already in the time 0 

Elizabeth the requirement was not enforced; and in 1681 Lord Chief..Justie< 
Pemberton rnled that" little .regard was to be had to that ancient statute : 
Henry V. forasmnch as common practice hath been ever since to the con 
trary." The statute was repealed by 14 Geo. ill. cap. 50. -See Anson, La~ 
ana Oustom of the Oonstitution, vol. i. p. 83; Stubbs, Oonstit. Hisl., vol. iii 
p. 424. Dr. Stubbs observes that the object of requiring residence in earll 
times was to secure" that the House of Commons shonld be a really represen 
tative body." Mr. Hearn (Government of Englana) suggests that the require 
ment had to be dropped because it was hard to find country gentlemen (01 

indeed burgesses) possessing the legal knowledge and statesmanship which th' 
constitutional struggles of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries demanded 

1 When President Garfield was one of the leaders of the House of Represen 
tatives it happened that his return for the district in which he resided becam, 
doubtfnl, owing to the strength of the Democratic party there. One of hi' 
friends (to whom lowe the anecdote), anxious to make sure that he sbouli 
somehow be returned to the Honse, went into the adjoining district to souni 
the Republican voters there as to the propriety of running Mr. Garfield fOI 
their constituency. They Ianghed at the notion, .. Why, he don't live in onl 
deestrict." I have heard of a case in which a member of Congress havinl 
after his election gone to live in a neighbouring district, was thereupon com· 
pelled by the pressure of public opinion to resign his !lMt. 
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plexed by a divided allegiance, though there are gr of 
States, such as those of the north-west, whose great indusul 
interests are substantially the same. But what reason can 
there be for preventing a man resident in one part of a State 
from representing another part, a Philadelphian, for instance, 
from being returned for Pittsburg, or a Bostonian for Lenox 
in the west of Massachusetts? In Europe it is not found that 
a member is less active or successful in urging the local 
interests of his constituency because he does not live there. 
He is often more successful, because more personally influen
tial or persuasive than any resident whom the constituency 
could supply j and in case of a conflict of interests he always 
feels his efforts to be owing first to his constituents, and not 
to the place in which he happens to reside. 

The mischief is twofold. Inferior men are returned, be
cause there are many parts of the country which do not grow 
statesmen, where nobody, or at any rate nobody desiring to 
enter Congress, is to be found above a moderate level of polit
ical capacity. And men of marked ability and zeal are pre
vented from forcing their way in. Such men are 'produced 
chiefly in the great cities of the older States. There is not 
room enough there for nearly all of them, but no other doors 
to Congress are open. Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Bal
timore, could furnish six or eight times as many good mem
bers as there are seats in these cities. As such men cannot 
enter from their place of residence, they do not enter at all, 
and the nation is deprived of the benefit of their services. 
Careers are moreover interrupted. A promising politician 
may lose his seat in his own district through some fluctuation 
of opinion, or perhaps because he has offended the local wire
pullers by too much independence. Since he cannot find a seat 
elsewhere he is stranded j his political life is closed, while other 
young men inclined to independence take warning from his fate. 
Changes in the State laws would not remove the evil, for the 
habit of choosing none but local men is rooted 80 deeply that it 
would probably long survive the abolition of a restrictive law, 
and it is just as strong in States where no such law exists.' 

I III Maryland, a State a1moet diTided Into two puts by Chesapeake Bay, it 
.. the IDvariable practice that one of the two &eDaton aboDld be chosen from 
the nllldenla _ of the bay. the other from tboee of the western abore. 

VOL. I 0 
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II. Every senator and representative receives a salary at 
present fixed at $220.0 (£1000) per annum., besides an allow
ance (called mileage) of 20 cents (10d..) per mile for travelling 
expenses to and from Washington, and $125 (£25) for sta
tionery. The salary is looked upon as a matter of course. It 
was not introduced for the sake of enabling working men to 
be returned as members, but on the general theory that 
all public work ought to be paid for.1 The reasons for it 
are stronger than in England or France, because the distance 
to Washington from most parts of the United States is so great, 
and the attendance required there so continuous, that a man 
cannot attend to his profession or business while sitting in 
Congress. If he loses his livelihood in serving the community, 
the community ought to compensate him, not to add that the 
class of persons whose private means put them above the need 
of a lucrative calling, or 'of compensation for interrupting it, is 
comparatively small even now, and hardly existed when the 
Constitution was framed. Cynics defend the payment of con
gressmen on another ground, viz. that "they would steal 
worse if t!Iey didn't get it," and would make politics, as Napo
leon made war, support itself. Be the thing bad or good, it is 
at any rate" necessary, so that no one talks of abolishing it. 
For that reason its existence furnishes no argument for its 
introduction into a small country with a large leisured and 
wealthy class. In fact, the conditions of European countries 
are so different from those of America that one must not cite 
American experience either for or against the remuneration of 
legislative work. I do not believe that the practice works ill 
by preventing good men from entering politics, for they feel 
no more delicacy in accepting their $5000 than an English 
duke does in drawing his salary as a secretary of state. It 
may strengthen the tendency of members to regard themselves 
as mere delegates, but that tendency has other and deeper 
roots. It contributes to keep up a class of professional poli
ticians, for the salary, though small in comparison with the 
incomes earned by successful merchants or lawyers, is a prize 
to men of the class whence professional politicians mostly 

1 Benjamin Franklin argued strongly in the Convention of 1787 against this 
theory, but found little support. See his remarkable speech in Mr. John Bige
low's Life of Franklin, vol. iii. p. 389. 
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come. But those European writers who describe it as the 
formative cause of that class are mistaken. That class would 
have existed had members not been paid, would continue to 
exist if payment were withdrawn. On the other hand, the 
benefit which Europeans look for from the payment of legis
lators, viz. the introduction of a large number of representative 
working men, has hitherto been little desired and nowise se
cured. Few such persons appear as candidates in America; 
and until recently the working class has not deemed itself, nor 
acted as, a distinct body with special interests.l 

In 1873 Congress passed an act increasing many official 
salaries, and among. others those of senators and represen
tatives, which it raised from $5000 to $7500 (£1500). All the 
increases were to take effect for the future only, except that of 
congressional salaries, which was made retroactive. This un
blushing appropriation by Congress of nearly $200,000 to them
selves roused so much indignation that the act, save as to the 
salaries of the President and Federal judges, was repealed by 
the next Congress. It is known as the" back-pay grab." 

III. A congressman's tenure of his place is usually .short. 
Senators are sometimes returned for two, three, or even four 
successive terms by the ~gislatures of th~.ir St~es, although it /' 
may befall even the best ortIleriliObe tIirown out by a change 
in the balance of parties, or by the intrigues of an opponent. 
But a member of the House can seldom feel safe in the saddle. 
If he is so eminent &8 to be necessary to his party, or if he 
maintains intimate relations with the leading local wire-pullers 
of his district, he may in the eastern and middle, and still 
more in the southern States, hold his ground for three or four 
Congresses, i.e. for six or eight years. Few do more than this. 
In the West a member is fortunate if he does even this. Out 
there a seat is regarded &8 a good thing which ought to go 
round. It has a salary. It sends a man, free of expense, for 
two winters and springs to Washington and lets him see some
thing of the fine world there, where he rubs shoulders. with 
ambassadors from Europe. Local leaders cast sheep's eyes at 

I In Victoria (AnatraJia), members of the popular bonae receive a salary of 
£lOO a year; and payment ia the rule In the British self-governing colonies. In 
France and lOme at least of the German states (though not in the Reichstag) 
representatives are paid. In Italy they receive no salary, but a free pass over 
the railroads. 
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the seat, and make more or less open bargains between them
selves as to the order in which they shall enjoy it. So far 
from its being a reason for re-electing a man that he has been 
a member already, it is a reason for passing him by, and giving 
somebody else a turn. Rotation in office, dear to the Demo
crats of Jefferson's school a century ago, still charms the less 
educated, who see in it a recognition of equality, and have no 
sense of the value of special knowledge or training. They 
like it for the same reason that the democrats of Athens liked 
the choice of magistrates by lot. It is a recognition and appli
cation of equality. An ambitious congressman is therefore 
forced to think day and night of his r,e-nomination, and to 
secure it not only by procuring, if he can, grants from the 
Federal treasury for local purposes, and places for the relatives 
and friends of the local wire-pullers who control the nomi
nating conventions, but also by sedulously "nursing" the 
constituency during the vacations. No habit could more effect
ually discourage noble ambition or check the growth of a class 
of accomplished statesmen. There are few walks of life in 
which, experience counts for more than it does in parliamentary 
politics. It is an education in itself, an education in which 
the quick-witted western American would make rapid progress 
were he suffered to remain long 'enough at Washington. At 
present he is not suffered, for nearly one half of each successive 
house consists of new men, while the old members are too much 
harassed by the trouble of procuring their re-election to have 
time or motive, for the serious study of political problems. 
This is what comes of the doctrine that a member ought to be 
absolutely dependent on his constituents, and of the notion 
that politics is neither a science, nor an art, nor even an occu
pation, like farming or store-keeping, in which one learns by 
experience, but a thing that comes by nature, and for which one 
man of common sense is as fit as another. 

IV. The last-mentioned evil is aggravated by the short 
duration of a Congress. _ Short as it seems, the two years' term 
was warmly opposed, when the Constitution was framed, as 
being too long.l The constitutions of the several States, 

1 In the Massachusetts Convention of 1788, when this question was beiug dis
cussed, .. General Thomson then broke out into the following pathetic apos
trophe, ' 0 my country, never give up your annual elections: young men, never 
give up your jewel.' He apologized for hia zeal." - Elliot's Debates, vol. ii. p. 16. 
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framed when they shook off the supremacy of the British 
C~own, all fixed one year, except the ultra-democratic Connect
icut and Rhode Island, where under the coloni~l charters a 
legislature met every six months, and South Carolina, which 
had fixed two years. So essential to republicanism was this 
principle deemed, that the maxim "where annual elections 
end tyranny begins" had passed into a proverb j and the 
authors of the Federali8t were obliged to argue that the limited 
authority of Congress, watched by the executive on one side, 
and the State legislatures on the other, would prevent so long 
a period as two years from proving dangerous to liberty, while 
it was needed in order to enable the members to master the laws 
and understand the conditions of different parts of the Union. 
At present the two years' term is justified on the ground 
that it furnishes a proper check on the President by inter
posing an election in the middle of his term. One is also told 
that these frequent elections are necessary to keep up popular 
interest in current politics, nor do some fail to hint that the 
temptations to jobbing would overcome the virtue of members 
who had a longer term before them. Where American opinion 
is unanimous, it would be presumptuous for a stranger to 
dissent. Yet the remark may be permitted that the dangers 
originally feared have proved chimerical. There is no country 
whose representatives are more dependent on popular opinion, 
more ready to trim their sails to the least breath of it. The 
public acts, the votes, and speeches of a member from Oregon 
or Texas can be more closely watched by his constituents than 
those of a Virginian member could be watched in 1189.1 And 
as the frequency of elections involves inexperienced members, 
the efficiency of Congress suffeI'd. 

V. The numbers of the two American houses seem small to a 
European when compared on the one hand with the population 
of the country, on the other with the practice of European 
states. The Senate has 88 members against the British House ~€ 
of Lords with about 55(J, and the French Senate with 300. 
The House has (election of 1892) 356 against the British V-~~. 
House of Commons with 610, and tne French and Italian 
Chambers with 584 and 508 respectively. . 

1 Of courae bls conduct In committee Is rarely known, but I doubt wbetb'll' 
the abortneae of the term ma"'", bim more acrupnlons. 
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The Americans, howeve.r, doubt whether both their Houses 
have not already become too large. They began with 26 in 
the Senate, 65 in the House, numbers then censured as too 
small, but which worked well, and gave less encouragement to 
idle talk and vain display than the crowded halls of to-day. 
The inclination of wise men is to stop further increase when 
the number of 400 has been reached, for they perceive that the 
House already suffers from disorganization, and fear that a 
much larger one would prove nnmanageable. l 

..., VI. American congressmen are more assiduous in their 
attendance than the members of most European legislatures. 
The great majority not only remain" steadily at Washington 
through the session, but are usually to be found in the Capitol, 
often in their Chamber itself, while a sitting lasts. There is 
therefore comparatively little trouble in .making the qu0l'1l!!l 

", ""of one haly except when the minority endeavours to prevent 

1 There is force in the following observations which I copy from the 54th and 
57th numbers of the FederaN-st : -" A certain number at least seems ne<:eSsary 
to secure me benefits of free consultation and discussion, and to guard against 
too easy a combination for improper purposes; as on the other hand, the num
ber ought to be kept within. a certain limit in order to avoid the confusion and 
intemperance of a multitude. In all very numerous assemblies, of whatever 
characters composed, passion never fails to wrest the sceptre from reason. Had 
every Atheuian citizen been a Socrates, every Atheuian assembly would still 
have been a mob. . .. In all legislative assemblies, the greater the numb~r 
comprising them may be, the fewer will be the men who will in fact direct their 
proceedu.gs. The larger the number, the greater will be the proportion of 
members of limited information and of weak capacities. Now it is precisely 
on characters of this description that the eloqnence and address of the few are 
known to act with all their force. In the ancient republics where the whole 
body of the people assembled in person, a single orator, or an artful statesman, 
was generally seen to rille with as complete a sway as if a sceptre had been 
placed in his single hand. On the same principle the more milltitudinous a 
representative assembly may be rendered, the more it will partake of the in
firmities incident to collective meetings of the people. Ignorance will be the 
dupe of cunning, and passion the slave of sophistry and declamation. The 
people can never err more than in supposiug that by mUltiplying their repre
sentatives beyond a certain limit they strengthen the barrier against the gov
ernment of a few. Experience will for ever admonish them that, on the 

.contrary, ajter securing a certain number for the purposes of safety, of local 
information, and of diffusing sympathy with the whole society, they will 
counteract their own views by every addition to their representatives." 

It is true that the House of Commons with 670 members has not been found 
unmanageable. The number present, however, rarely exceeds 450; and there 
is sitting accommodation on the floor for only 360. 

2 Though sometimes the sergeant-at-arms is sent round Washington with a 
carriage to fetch members down from their residences to the Capitol. 
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its being made, whereas in England the House of Lords, whose l 
quorum is three, has seldom thirty peers present, and the House I 
ot-Coiniiions-often finds a difficulty, especially during the din- I 

ner hour, in securing i~s mod(ls_t _'l1!Q!1llll.0f Jq~.l This require-/ 
ment of a high quorum, which is prescribed in the Constitution, 
has doubtless helped to secure a good attendance. Other causes 
are the distance from Washington of the residences of most 
members, so that it is not worth while to take the journey 
home for a short sojourn, and the fact that very few attempt 
to carry on any regular business or profession while the session 
lasts. Those who are lawyers, or merchants, or manufacturers, 
leave their work to partners; but many are politicians and 
nothing else. In Washington, a city without commerce or 
manufactures, political or semi-political intrigue is the only 
gainful occupation possible; foJ." the Supreme Court practice 
employs only a few leading barristers. The more democratic 
a country is, so much the more regular is the attendance, so 
much closer the attention to the requests of constituents which 
a member is expected to render.' Apart from that painful 
duty of finding places for constituents which consl1mes so 
much of a congressman's time, his duties are not heavier 
than those of a member of the English Parliament who de
sires to keep abreast of current questions. The sittings are 
.neither so long nor so late as those of the House of Commons; 
the questions that come up not so multifarious, the blue books 
to be read less numerous, the correspondence (except about· 
places) less troublesome. The position of senator is more 
onerous than that of a member of the House, not only because 
his whole State, and not merely a district, has a direct claim 
upon him, but also because, as one of a smaller body, he incurs 
a larger individual responsibility, and sits upon two or more 
committees instead of on one only. 

VII. The want of opportunities for distinction in Congress is I 
one of the causes which make a political career unattractive to 

1 Oliver Cromwell's House of 360 members, Including 30 from Scotland and 
30 from Ireland, bad a qnorum of 60. . 

I Before Ibe Reform Bill of 1832 there were rarely more than 200 members 
present In Ibe House of Commons, and It usnally sat for two or three hours 
only In each day. One of Ibe members for Hampllhlre, abont 1820, sat for I 
Iblrteen yeai'll, being In perfect heallb, and was only thrice In Ibe House. Nor. 
1nI8 1bI.e deemed a very siugular case. 
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most Americans.1 It takes a new member at least a session to 
learn the procedure of the House. Full dress debat('~ are rare, 
newspaper reports of speeches delivered are curt and little read. 
The most serious work is done in committees; it is not known 
to the world, and much of it results in nothing, because many 
bills which a committee has considered are perhaps never even 
voted on by the House. A pla.ce on a good House committee 
is to be obtained by favour, and a high-spirited man may shrink 
from applying for it to the Speaker. Ability, tact, and industry 
make their way in the long run in Congress, as they do·every
where else. But in Congress there is, for most men, no long 
run. Only very strong local influence, or some remarkable 
party service rendered, will enable a member to keep his seat 
through two or three successive congresses. Nowhere therefore 
does the zeal of a young politician sooner wax cold than in the 
House of Representatives. Unfruitful toil, the toil of turning 
a crank which does nothing but register its own turnings, or of 
writing contributions which an editor steadily rejects, is of all 
things the most disheartening. It is more disheartening than 
the non-requital of merit; for that at least spares the se1£
respect of the sufferer. Now toil for the public is usually 
unfruitful in· the House of Representatives, indeed in all 
Houses. But toil for the pecuniary interests of one's constitu
ents and friends is fruitful, for it obliges people, it wins tM 
reputation of energy and smartness, it has the promise not only 
of a re-nomination, but of that possible seat in the Senate which 
is the highest ambition of the congressman. Power, fame, per
haps even riches, sit upon that pinnacle. But the thin spun 
life is usually slit before the fair guerdon has been found. Few 
young men of high gifts and fine tastes look forward to enter
ing public life, for the probable disappointments and vexations 
of a life in Congress so far outweigh its attractions that nothing 
but a strong sense of public duty suffices to draw such men 
into it. Law, "education, literature, the higher walks of com
merce, finance, or railway work, offer a better prospect of use
fulness, enjoyment, or distinction. 

Inside Washington, the representative is dwarfed by the 
senator and the Federal judges. Outside Washington he enjoys 

1 See also Chapter L vm. Ptnlt. 
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no great social consideration, 1 especially in the :s-orthem States, 
for in the South his position retains some of its old credit. 
Ria opinion is not quoted with respect. He seelDS to move 
about under a prima facie snspicion of being a jobber, and to 
feel that the burden of proof lies on him to show that the cur
rent jests on this topic do not apply to him. Rich men there
fore do not seek, as in England, to enter the legislature in <!rder 
that they may enter society. They will get no entree which 
they could not have secured otherwise. Nor is there any 
opportunity for the exercise of those social in1luences which tell 
upon members, and still more upon members' wives and daugh
ters, in European legislatures. It may of course be worth while 
to "capture" a particular senator, and for that purpose to begin 
by capturing his wife. But the talon plays no conspicuous part 
in American public life. 

The country does not go to Congress to look for its presiden
tial candidates as England looks to Parliament for its prime 
ministers. The opportunities by which a man can win distinc.
tion there are few. He does not make hl1DSelf familiar to the 
eye and ear of the people. Congress, in short, is not a focus of 
politica1life as are the legislatures of France, Italy, and Eng
land. Though it has become more powerful against the several 
State. than it was formerly, though it has extended its ami.s in 
every direction, and encroached upon the executive, it has not 
become more interesting to the people, nor strengthened its 
hold on their respect and affection. 

VIII. Neither in the Senate nor in the House are there any 
recognized leaders. There is no ministry, no ex-ministry lead
ing an opposition, no chieftains at the head of definite groups 
who follow their lead, as the Irish Nationalist members in the 
British Parliament followed Mr. Parnell, and a large section 
in the French and German chambers followed M. Clemenceau 
and Dr. Windthorst. Hence there exists no regularly working 
ageucy for securing either that members shall be apprised of 

1 A. f_ ,.,. ap ... emi_ Engllahman. TisitiDg one of the l1011egee for 
w_ ID New EDgIaDd. aDd wiabiDg to kDow eomething of the 80cial stand
bag of the ~ta, l'elD&rked, "I SD~ yOD baYe • good many young ladies 
...... heloDdDg to the best familiea, daDgbten of members of CoDgreM and 80 
forth, .. Tbe.~ udted 80 mudl amuemetlt that It was repMted to 

. _ ...... tha aftenruda _ 01111' as sa bIIItaace of Engliab ignorance bDt as • 
-..yjeB&. 
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the divisions to be expected, or that they shall vote in those 
divisions in a particular way. 

To anyone familiar with the methods of the English Parlia,. 
ment this seems irtcomprehensible. How, he asks, can business 
go on at all, how can each party make itself felt as a party 
with neither leader nor Whips? 

I have mentioned the Whips. Let me say a word on this 
vital, yet even in England little appreciated, part of the ma,. 
phinery of constitutional government. Each party in the 
House of Commons has, besides its leaders, a member of the 
House nominated by the chief leader as his aide-de-camp, and 
(Jalled the whipper-in, or, for shortness, the whip. The whip's 
duties are (1) to inforni. every member belonging to the party 
when an important division may be expected, and if he sees 
the member in or about the House, to keep him there until the 
division is called; (2) to direct the members of his own party 
how to vote; (3) to obtain pairs for them if they cannot be 
present to vote; (4) to "tell," i.e. count the members in every 
party division; (5) to "keep touch" of opinion within the 
party, and convey to the leader a faithful impression of that 
opinion, from which the latter can judge how far he may count 
on the support of his whole party in any course he proposes to 
take". A member in doubt how he shall vote on a question 
with ·regard to which he has no opinion of his own, goes to the 
whip for counsel. A member who without grave cause stays 
away unpaired from an important division to which the whip 
has duly summoned him is guilty of a misdemeanour only less 
flagrant than that of voting against his party. A ministerial 
whip is further bound to "keep· a house," i.e. to secure that 
when government business is being considered there shall al
ways be a quorum of members present, and of course also to 
keep a majority, i.e. to. have within reach a number of support
ers sufficient to give the ministry a majority on any minis
terial division.1 Without the constant presence and activity 

1 That which was at one time the chief function of the ministerial whip, viz. 
to pay members for the votes they gave in support of the government, has 
been extinct for about a century. He is still, however, the recognized organ 
for handling questions of political patronage, and is therefore called the 
Patronage Secretary to the Treasnry. People who want places for their 
friends, or titles for themselves, still addreRS their requests to him, which he 
communicates to the prime minister with his opinion as to whe~er the appli-
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of the ministerial whip the wheels of government could not go 
on for a day, because the ministry would be exposed to the 
risk of casual defeats which would destroy their credit and 
might involve their resignation. Similarly the Opposition, and 
any third or fourth party, find it necessary to have their whip 
or whips, because it is only thus that they can act as a party, 
guide their supporters, and bring their full strength to bear on 
a division. Hence when a new party is formed, its first act, 
that by which it realizes and proclaims its existence, is to name 
whips, to whom its adherents may go for counsel, and who 
may in tum receive their suggestions as to the proper strategy 
for the party to adopt.l So essential are these officers to the 
discipline of English parliamentary armies that an English 
politician's first question when he sees Congress is, "Where 
are the whips?" his next, "How in the world do you get on 
without them? " 

The answer to this question is threefold. Whips are not so 
necessary at Washington as at Westminster. A sort of sub
stitute for them has been devised. Congress does to some ex
tent suffer from the inadequacy of the substituted device. 

A division in Congress has not the importance it has in the 
House of Commons. There it may throw out the ministry. 
In Congress it never does more than affirm or negative some 
particular bill or resolution. Even a division in the Senate 
which involves the rejection of a treaty or of an appointment 
to some great office, does not disturb the tenure of the execu
tive. Hence it is not essential to the majority that its full 
strength should be always at hand, nor has a minority party 
any great prize set before it as the result of a successful vote. 

Questions, however, arise in which some large party interest 
is involved. There maybe a bill by which the party means to 
carry out its main views of policy or perhaps to curry favour 
with the people, or a resolution whereby it hopes to damage a 

cant'. party aervice8 Joatlfy the reqneat. Nowadays this patronage has no 
great political Importance. 

I Even partiee formed with. view to particnlar, and probably transitory 
IM"es, such .. that of the Engliah Anti-Horne-Role Liberals in the House of 
Commons, appoint one or more of their members as whips, because tbey could 
not otherwise act with tbat effect which only habltnal concert gives. Each 
party bas Ita wbips In tbe Hoose of Lords aIso, but as divisions there have leas 
politlcal s1gol.6cance their functiooa are lees important. 
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hostile executive. In such cases it is important to bring up 
every vote. Accordingly at the beginning of every Congress a 
caucus committee is elected by the majority, and it becomes the 
duty of the chairman and secretary of this committee (to whom, 
in the case of a party bill supported by the majority, there is 
added the chairman of the committee to which that bill has 
been referred, necessarily a member of the majority) to act as 
whips, i.e. to give notice of important divisions by sending out a 
"call" to members of the party, and to take all requisite steps 
to have a quorum and a majority present to push through the 
bill or resolution to which the party stands committed. Muta
tis mutandis (for of course it is seldom an object with the 
minority to secure a quorum), the minority take the same course 
to bring up their men on illlPortant divisions. In cases of 
gravity or doubt, where it is thought prudent to consult or to 
restimulate the party, the caucus committee convokes a caucus, 
i.e. a meeting of the whole party, at Which the attitude to be 
assumed by the party is debated with closed doors, and a vote 
taken as to the course to be adopted. I By this vote every 
member of the party is deemed bound, just as he would be in 
England by the request of the leader conveyed through the 
whip. Disobedience cannot be punished in Congress itself, 
except of course by social penalties; but it endangers the seat 
of the too independent melllber, for the party managers at 
Washington will communicate with the party managers in his 
district, and the latter will probably refuse to re-nominate him 

I 

at the next election. The most important caucus of a Con
gress is that held at the opening to select the party candidate 
for the speakership, selection by the majority being of course 
equivalent to election. As the views and tendencies of the 
Speaker determine the composition of the committees, and 
thereby the course of legislation, his selection is a matter of 
supreme importance, and is preceded by weeks of intrigue and 
canvassing. 

1 An experienced senator told me that the Senate caucus of his party used 
to meet on an average twice a month, the House caucus less frequently. A 
leading member of the House said that a .. call " would be sent out, on an aver
age, for about six measures in a session, i.e. hom ten to twenty times alto
gether, according to the resistance offered to the measnres of the majority. 
Sometimes a .. call" of the majority is signed by the Speaker. General meet
ings of a party in Parliament are much less common in England. 
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The process of "going into caucus" is the regular American 
substitute for recognized leadership, and has the advantage of 
seeming more consistent with democratic equality, because 
every member of the party has in theory equal weight in the 
party meeting. It is used whenever a line of policy has to be 
settled, or the whole party to be rallied for a particular party 
division. But of course it cannot be employed every day or 
for every bill. Hence when no party meeting has issued its 
orders, a member is comparatively free to vote as he pleases, 
or rather as he thinks his constituents please. If he knows 
nothing of the matter, he may take a friend's advice, or vote 
as he hears S9me prominent man on his own side vote. Any
how, his vote is doubtful, unpredictable; and consequently 
divisions on minor questions are uncertain. This is a further 
reason, added to the power of the standing committees, why 
there is a want of consistent policy in the action of Congress. 
As its leading men have comparatively little authority, and 
there are no means whereby a leader could keep his party to
gether on ordinary questions, so no definite ideas run through 
its conduct and express themselves in its votes. It Il?-0ves in 
zig-zags. 

The freedom thus enjoyed by members on minor questions 
has the interesting result of preventing dissensions and splits 
in the parties. There are substances which cohere best when 
their contact is loose. Fresh fallen snow keeps a smooth sur
face even on a steep slope, but when by melting and regelation 
it has become ice, cracks and rifts begin to appear. A loose 
hung carriage will hold together over a road whose roughness 
would strain and break a more solid one. Hence serious differ
ences of opinion may exist in a congressional party without 
breaking its party unity, for nothing more is needed than that 
a solid front should be presented on the occasions, few in each 
session, when a momentous division arrives. The appearance 
of agreement is all the more rt".adily preserved because there is 
little serious debating, so that the advocates of one view seldom 
I)rovoke the other section of their party to rise and contradict 
them; while a member who dissents from the bulk of his party 
on an important issue is slow to vote against it, because he has 
little chance of defining and defending his position by an ex
planatory speech. 
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';rhe congressional caucus has in troublous times to be sup
plemented by something like obedience to regular leaders. Mr. 
Thaddeus Stevens, for instance, led with recognized authority 
the majority of the House in its struggle with President An
drew Johnson. The Senate is rather more jealous of the equal
ity of all its members. No senator can be said to have any 
authority beyond that of exceptional talent and experience j 
and of course a senatorial caucus, since it rarely consists of 
more than fifty persons, is a better working body than a House 
caucus, which may exceed two hundred.1 

The European reader may be perplexed by the apparent 
contradictions in what has. been said regarding the party 
organization of Congress. "Is the American House after 
all," he will ask, "more or less a party body than the British 
House of Commons? Is the spirit of party more or less strong 
in Congress than in the American people generally? " 

For.the purpose of serious party issues the House of Repre
sentatives is fully as much a party body as the House of 

\ Commons. A member voting against his party on such an 
issue is more certain to forfeit his party reputation, and his 
seat than is an English member. But for the purpose of 
ordinary questions, of issues not involving party fortunes, a 
representative is less bound by party ties than an English 
member, because he bas neither leaders to gnide him by their 
speeches nor whips by their private instructions. The appar
ent gain is that a wider field is left for independent judgment 
on non-partisan questions. The real loss is that legislation 
becomes. weak and incon"sistent. This conclusion is not er:.cour
aging to those who expect us to get rid of party in our legis
latures. A deliberative assembly is, after all, only a crowd of 
men j and the more intelligent a crowd is, so much the more 
numerous are its volitions; so much greater the difficulty of 
agreement. Like other crowds, a legislature must be led and 
ruled. Its merit lies not in the independence of its members, 
but in the reflex action of its opinion upon the leaders, in its 

1 At ODe time the congressional caucus played in American history a great 
part which it has now renounced. From 1800 till 1824 party meetings of sena
tors and representatives were held which nominated the party 'candidates for 
the presidency, who were then accepted by each party as its regular candi
dates. In 1828 the State legislatures made these nominations, and in 1832 the 
present system of national conventions (see pOBt, in Vol. n.) was introduced. 
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willingness to defer to them in minor matters, reserving dis
obedience for the issues in which some great principle over
rides both the obligation of deference to established authority 
and the respect due to special knowledge. 

The above remarks answer the second question also. The 
spirit of party may seem to be weaker in Congress than in the 
people at large. But this is only because the questions which 
the people decide at the polls are always questions of choice 
between candidates for office. These are definite questions, 
questions eminently of a party character, because candidates 
represent in the America of to-day not principles but parties. 
Whenever a vote upon persons occurs in Congress, Congress 
gives a strict party vote. . Were the people to vote at the polls 
on matters not explicitly comprised within a party platform, 
there would be the same uncertainty as Congress displays. 
The habit of joint action which makes the life of a party is 
equally intense in every part of the American system. But 
in England the existence of a Mini~try and Opposition in 
Parliament sweeps within the circle of party action many 
topics which in America are left outside, and therefore Con
gress seems, but is not, less. permeated than Parliament by 
party spirit. 



CHAPrER xx 
THE RELATIONS OF CONGRESS TO THE PRESIDENT 1 

So far as they are legislative bodies, the House and the 
Senate have similar powers and stand in the same relation to 
the executive.1 We may therefore discuss them together, or 
rather the reader may assume that whatever is said· of the 
House as a legislature applies to the Senate.3 

Although the Constitution forbids any Federal official to be 
a member of either the House or the Senate, there is nothing 
in it to prevent officials from speaking there j as indeed there 
is nothing to prevent either House from assigning places and 
the right to speak to anyone whom it chooses. In the early 
days Washington came down and delivered his opening speech. 
Occasionally he rehlained in the Senate during a debate, and 
even expressed his opinion there. When Hamilton, the first 
secretary of the treasury, prepared his famous report on the 
national finances, he asked the House whether they would hear 
him speak it, or would receive it in writing. They chose the 
latter course, and the precedent then set has been followed by 
subsequent ministers,' while that set in 1801 by President 

1 The relations of the various organs of govemment to one another in the 
United States are so interesting and so unlike those which exist In most 
European countries, that I have found it ·necessary to describe them with 
some minuteness, and from several points of view. In this chapter an account 
is given of the actual working relations of the President and Congress j in the 
next chapter the general tbeory of the respective functions of the executive 
and legislative departments is examined, and the American view of the nature 
of these functions explained; while in Chapter XXV. the American system 88 
a whole is compared with the sfHlalled .. cabinet system" of Britain and her 
colonies. 

1I The House has the exclusive initiative in revenue bills; but this privilege 
does not affect what follows. 

8 The executive functions of the Senate have been discussed In Chapter XI. 
4 A committee of t.he Senate reported in favour of giving the right of speech 

to ministers (see note to Chapter IX. ante) j and this was provided in the 
aua 
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Jefferson when he transmitted his message in writing instead '", 
of delivering a speech, has been similarly respected by all his! '. J.. 
8uccessors . .....:rhus neither House now hears a member of the .' 
executive; and when a minister appears before a committee, he . 
appears only as a witness to answer questions, not to state and 
argue his own case. There is therefore little direct intercourse 
between Congress and the administration, and no sense of 
interdependence and community of action such as exists in 
other parliamentary countries.l Be it remembered also that a 
minister may never have sat in Congress, and may therefore 
be ignorant of its temper and habits. Six members of Mr. 
Cleveland's cabinet, in 1888, had never had a seat in either 
House. The President himself, although he has been voted 
into office by his party, is not necessarily its leader, nor even 
one among its most prominent leaders. Hence he does not 
sway the conncils and guide the policy of those members of 
Congress who belong to his own side. No duty lies on con-I 
gress to take np a subject to which he has called attention as 
needing legislation; and the suggestions which he makes, year 
after year, are in fact frequently neglected, even when his party 
has a majority in both Houses, or when the subject lies outside 
party lines. 

The President and his cabinet have no recognized spokesman 
in eiffierRouse. ~A- particular senator or representative may 
lJeii.l"oonndentiaI communication with them, and be the instru
ment through whom they seek to act; but he would probably 
disavow rather than claim the position of an exponent of min. 
isterial wishes. The President can of course influence memo 

Conotitntiou of the Southern Confederacy (see Dote to Chapter XXVL at the 
end of thlll volume). The Preeldent may of course come into the Senate, 
thon~h he doee not deliver Bl":"<'bee to It. He doee not go into the House of 
Bep~"-":-N"ornaiauy EiigflSliliing entered the Hoose of CommoDB, 
es:cept Charles L In 1642, on the oooasion of hiB attempt to seize the five memo 
""rs, when, says the JOIJrnal, .. His Majesty came into the House and took 
Mr. Speaker's chair: 'Gentlemen, I am lOrry to have thlll oooasion to come 
nnto yoo.'.. The reenlts did not enconrage hili 8DCC888Ors to repeat the visit. 
But Charlee D. 11'88 IOmetimee present during debates in the House of Lords, 
and even exhorted the Lonb to be more orderly; ADDe IOmetimesappeared; 
and there would not, it III conceived, be anything to prevent the Sovereign 
from being present now. 

I The Houae lOme yean a~o pused a bill for transferring Indian allairs 
frnm the SPeretary of the Interior to the Secretary of War without consulting 
either olllcial. 

VOL. I P 
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bers of Congress through patronage. He may give places to 
them or their friends; he may approve or veto bills in which 
they are interested; his ministers may allot lucrative contracts 
to their nominees. This power is considerable, but covert, for 
the knowledge that it was being used might damage the mem
ber in public estimation and expose the executive to imputa
tions. The consequence of cutting off open relations has been 
to encourage secret influence, which may no doubt be used for 
legitimate purposes, but which, being exerted in darkness, is 
seldom above suspicion. When the President or a minister is 
attacked in Congress, it is not the duty of anyone there to 
justify his conduct. The accused official may send a written 
defence or may induce a member to state his case; but this 
method lacks the advantages of the European parliamentary 
system, under which the person assailed repels in debate the 
various charges, showing himself not afraid to answer fresh 

\ 

questions and grapple with new points. Thus by its exclusion 
from Congress the executive is deprived of the power of leading 
and guiding the legislature and of justifying in debate its 
administrative acts. 

Next as to the power of Congress over the executive. Either 
House of Congress, or both Houses jointly, can pass resolu
tions calling on the President or his ministers to take certain 
steps, or disapproving steps they have already taken. The 
President need not obey such resolutions, need not even notice 
them. They do not shorten his term or limit his discretion.1 

Moreover, if the resolution be one censuring the act of a min
ister, the President does not escape responsibility by throwing 
over the minister, because the law makes him, and not his ser
vant or adviser, responsible. 

Either House of Congress can direct a committee to summon 
and examine a minister, who, though he might legally refuse 
to attend, never does refuse. The committee, when it has got 
him, can do nothing more than question him. He may evade 
their questions, may put them off the scent by dexterous con-

I In England a resolution of the House of Commons alone is treated a. 
imperative in matters lying within the discretion of the executive, but then 
the House of Commons has the power of dismissing the Government if its 
wishes are disregarded. There have even been instances of late years in which 
the executive has ceased to put in force the provisions of an unrepealed statute, 
pecause the Jl9us~ 9f C9Q11l19!111 bas expressed its disapproval of that statute. 
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cealments. He may with impunity tell them that he means to 
take his own course. To his own master, the President, he 
standeth or falleth. 

Congress may refuse to the President the legislation he 
requests, and thus, by mortifying and embarrassing him, may 
seek to compel his compliance with its wishes. It is only a 
timid President, or a President greatly bent on accomplishing 
some end for which legislation is needed, who will be moved 
by such tactics. 

Congress can pass bills requiring the President or any min
ister to do or abstain from doing certain acts of a kind hitherto 
left to his free will and judgment, may, in fact, endeavour to 
tie down the officials by prescribing certain conduct for them 
in great detail The President will presumably veto such 
bills, as contrary to sound administrative policy. If, however, 
he signa them, or if Congress passes them over his veto, the 
further question may arise whether they are within the con
stitutional powers of Congress, or are invalid as unduly trench
ing on the discretion which the Constitution leaves to the 
executive chief magistrate. If he (or a minister), alleging 
them to be unconstitutional, disobeys them, the only means of 
deciding whether he is right is by getting the point before the 
Supreme Court as an issue of law in some legal proceeding. 
This cannot always be done. If it is done, and the court 
decide against the President, then if he still refuses to obey, 
nothing remains but to impeach him. 

Impeachment, of which an account has already been given, 
is the heaviest piece of artillery in the congressional arsenal, " 
but because it is so heavy it is unfit for ordinary use. It is 
like a hundred-ton gun which needs complex machinery to 
bring it into position, an enormous charge of powder to fire it, 
and a large mark to aim at. Or to vary the simile, impeachment 'h "Ntl 

is what physicians call a heroic medicine, an-extreme remedy, 
proper to be applied against an official guilty of political crimes, 
but ill adapted for the punishment of small transgressions. 
Although the one President (Andrew Johnson) against whom 
it has been used had for two years constantly, and with great 
intemperance of language, 80 defied and resisted Congress that 
the whole machinery of government had been severely strained, 
yet the .Senate did not convict him, because no single offence 
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had been° clearly made out. Thus impeachment does not tend 
to secure, and indeed was never meant to secure, the co-opera" 
tion of the executive with Congress. 

It accordingly appears that Congress cannot compel the dis
missal of any official. It may investigate his conduct by a 
committee and 80 try to drive him to resign. It may request 
the President to dismiss him, but if his master stands by him 
and he'sticks to his place, nothing more can be done. He may 
of course be impeached, but one does not impeach for mere 
incompetence or laxity, as one does not use steam hammers to 
crack nuts. Thus w~_:grive at the result that while Congress 
IlI..!l-1 examine the servants-o(lhe-pubiic· to·oany e-xtent, may 

i (Lensille-them, may lay down rules .fQ.l," JJ!.e.4'--:: guidan.ce, it· can· 
\ not get ri(·o(~~~m:lnsas-if the directors of a company 

were forced to go on employing a manager whom they had 
ceased to trust, because it was not they but the shareholders 
who had appointed him. 

There remains the power which in free countries has been 
long regarded as the citadel of parliamentary supremacy, the 
power of the purse. The Constitution keeps the President 
far from this citadel, granting to Congress the sole right of 
raising money and appropriating it to the service of the state. 
Its ID.anagenient of national finance is significantly illustrative 
of the plan which separates the legislative from the executive. 
In this supremely important matter, the.administration, instead 
of proposing and supervising, instead of securing that each 
department gets the money that it needs, that no money goes 
where it is not needed, that revenue is procured in the least 
troublesome and expensive way, that an exact yearly balance 
is struck, that the policy of expenditure is self-consistent and 
reasonably permanent from year to year, is by its exclusion 
from Congress deprived of influence on the one hand, of 
responsibility on the other. The office of Finance Minister 
is put 'into commission, and divided between the chairmen 
of several unconnected committees of both Houses. A mass 
of business which specially needs the knowledge, skill, and 
economical conscience of a responsible ministry, is left to 
committees which are powerful but not responsible, and to 
Houses whose nominal responsibility is in practice sadly weak
ened by their want of appropriate methods and orga~ation. 
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How far, then, does the power of the purse enable Congress 
to control the President? Much less than in European coun
tries. Congress may check any particular scheme which the 
President favours by refusing supplies for it. If he were to 
engage in military operations - he camiot under the Constitu
tion "declare war" for that belongs to Congress - the House 
might paralyze him by declining to vote the requisite army 
appropriations. If he were to repeat the splendid audacity of 
Jefferson by purchasing a new territory, th~y could withhold 
the purchase money. But if, keeping within the limits of his 
constitutional functions, he takes a different course from that 
they recommend, if for instance he should refuse, at their 
repeated requests, to demand the liberation of American citi
zens pining in foreign dungeons, or to suppress disorders in a 
State whose government had requested Federal intervention, 
they would have to look on. To withhold the ordinary sup-/ 
plies, and thereby stop the machine of government, would 
injure the country and themselves far more than the Presi
dent. They would, to use a common expression, be cutting 
off their nose to spite their face. They could not lawfully 
refuse to vote his salary, for that is guaranteed to him by the 
Constitution. They could not, except by a successful impeach
ment, tum him out of the White House or deprive him of his 
title to the obedience of all Federal officials. . 

Accordingly, when Congress has endeavoured to coerce the 
President by the use of its money powers, the case being one 
in which it could not attack him by ordinary legislation 
(either because such legislation would be unconstitutional, or 
for want of a tw()othirds majority), it has proceeded not by 
refusing appropriations altogether, as the British House of 
Commons would do in like circumstances, but by attaching 
what is called a~' rider" to an appropriation .. bill Many 
years ago the trouse-roriiied; and soon began to indulge freely 
in, the habit of inserting in bills appropriating money to 
the purposes of the public service, provisions relating to 
quite different matters, which there was not time to push 
through in the ordinary way. In 1861 Congress used this 
device against President Johnson, with whom it was then at 
open war, by attaching to an army appropriation bill a clause 
which virtually deprived the President of the command of the 
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army, en:trusting its management to the general highest in 
command (General Grant). The President yielded, knowing 
that if he refused the bill would be carried over his veto by a 
two-thirds vote; and a usage already mischievous was con
firmed. In 1879, the majority in Congress attempted to over
come, by the same weapon, the resistance of President Hayes 

I to certain measures affecting the South which they desired to 
pass. They tacked these measures to three appropriation bills, 
army, legislative, "and judiciary. The minority in both houses 
fought bard against the riders, but were beaten. The Presi
dent vetoed all three bills, and Congress was obliged to pass 
them without the riders. Next session the struggle recom
menced in the same form, and the President, by rejecting the 
money bills, again compelled Congress to drop the tacked pro
visions. This victory, which was of course due to the fact 
that the dominant party in Congress could not command a two
thirds majority, was deemed to have settled the question as 
between the executive and the legislature, and may have perma
nently discouraged the latter from recurring to the same tactics. 

President Hayes in his veto· messages argued strongly 
against the whole practice of tacking other matters to money 

'

bills; and a rule of the House now declares th IlU!!QJl.ria
EQ.n.bill shall not carry any n~~gi.(l_a ~n. It has certainly 

. caused great abuses, ana'iS'1orbidden by the constitutions of 
many States. Recently the President has urged upon Congress 
the desirability of so amending the Federal Constitution as to 
enable him, as a State.governor is by some recent State consti
tutions allowed to do, to veto single items in an appropriation 
bill without rejecting the whole bill. Such an amendment 
is desired by enlightened men, because it would enable the 
executive to do its duty by the country in defeating the petty 
jobs now smuggled into these bills, without losing the sup
plies necessary for the public service which the bills provide. 
Small as the change seems, its adoption would cure one of 
the defects due to the absence of ministers from Congress, 
and save the nation millions of dollars a year, by diminish
ing wasteful expenditure on local purposes. But the process 
of amending the Constitution· is so troublesome that even a 
change which involves no party issues may remain unadopted 
long after the best opinion has become unanimous in its favour. 



CHAPTER XXI 

TUB LEGISLATURE AND TUB EXECUTIVE 

TUB fundamental characteristic of the American National 
Government is its separation,of the legislative, executive, and 
judicial departments. This separation is the merit which the 
Philadelphia Convention chiefly sought to attain, and which 
the Americans have been wont to l'egal'd as most completely 
secured by their Constitution. In Europe, as well as in 
A.merica, men are accustomed to talk of legislation and admin
istration as distinct. But a consideration of their nature will 
show that it is not easy to separate these two depal'tments in 
theory by analysis, and still less easy to keep them apart in 
practice. We may begin by examining their relations in the 
internal affai~ of a nation, reserving foreign policy for a later 
part of the discussion. 

People commonly think of the Legislature as the body wDich 
lays down general rules of law, which prescribes, for instance, 
that at a man's death his children shall succeed equally to his 
property, or that a convicted thief shall be punished with im
prisonment, or· that a manufacturer may register his trade 
mark. They think of the Executive as consisting of the per
sons who do certain acts under those rules, who lock up con
victs, register trade Ib.arks, carry letters, raise a.iJ.d pay a police 
and an army. In finance the Legislature imposes a tax, the 
Executive gathers it, and places it in the treasury or in a bank, 
subject to legislative orders j the Legislature votes money by 
a statute, appropriating it to a specific purpose j the Execu
tive draws it from the treasury or bank, and applies it to that 
purpose, perhaps in paying the army, perhaps in building a 
bridge. 

The executive is, in civilized countries, itself the creature of \ 
the law, deriving therefrom its existence as well as its author

m 
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ity. Sometimes, as in ~rance, it is so palpably and formally. 
The President of the Republic has been called into existence 
by the Constitution. Sometimes, as in England, it is so sub
stantially, though not formally. The English Crown dates 
from a remote antiquity, when custom and belief had scarcely 
crystallized into law; and though Parliament has repeatedly 
determined its devolution upon particular persons or families 
- it is now held under the Act of Settlement - no statute has 
ever affected to confer upon it its rights to the obedience of 
the people. But practically it holds its powers at the pleas
ure of Par1iament, which has in some cases expressly limited 
them, and in others given them a tacit recognition. We 
may accordingly say of England and of all constitutional 
monarchies as well as of republics that the executive in all its 
acts must obey the law, that is to say, if the law prescribes a 
particular course of action, the executive must take that 
course; if the Jaw forbids a particular course, the executive 
must avoid it. 

It is therefore clear that the extent of the power of the 
executive magistrate depends upon the particularity with 
which the law is drawn, that is, upon the amount of discretion 
which the law leaves to him. If the law is general in its 
terms, the executive has a wide discretion. If, for instance, 
the law prescribes simply that a duty of ten per cent ad valorem 
be levied on all manufactured goods imported, it rests with 
the executive to determine by whom and where that duty 
shall be collected, and on what principles it shall be calcu
lated. If the law merely creates a post..office, the executive 
may fix the rate of payment for letters and parcels, and the 
conditions on which they will be received and delivered. In 
these cases the executive has a large field within which to 
exert its free will and choice of means. Power means nothing 
more than the extent to which a man can make his individual 
will prevail against the wills of other' men, so as to control 
them. Hence, when the law gives to a magistrate a wide dis
cretion, he is powerful, because the law clothes his will with 
all the power of the state. On the other hand, if the law goes 
into minute details, directing this to be done and that not to 
be done, it narrows the discretion of the executive magistrate. 
His personal will and choice are gone. He can no longer be 
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thought; of as a co-ordinate power in the state. He becomes 
a mere servant, a hand to carry out the bidding of the legis
lative brain, or, we may even say, a tool in the legislative 
hand. 

AB the legislature has been the body through which the peo
ple have chiefly asserted their authority, we find that law
making assemblies, whether primary or representative, have 
always sought to extend their province and to subject the 
executive to themselves. They have done this in several 
ways. In the democracies of ancient Greece the assembly of 
citizens not only passed statutes of general application, but 
made peace or declared war; ordered an expedition to start 
for Sphacteria, and put Cleon at the head of it; commanded 
the execution of prisoners or reprieved them; conducted, in 
fact, most of the public business of the city by a series of 
direct decrees, all of which were laws, i.e. declarations of its 
sovereign will. It was virtually the government. The chief 
executive officers of Athens, called the generals, had little 
authority except over the military operations in the field. 
Even the Roman Constitution, a far more highly developed 
and scientific, though also a complicated and cumbrous system, 
while it wisely left great discretion to the chief magistrates 
(requiring them, however, to consult the Senate), yet per
mitted the passing pro re nata of important laws, which were 
really executive acts, Buch as the law by which Pompey 
received an extraordinary command against Mithradates. The 
Romans did not draw, any more than the Greek republics, a 
distinction between general and special legislation} 

This method, in which the people directly govern as a legiB-) 
lature, reducing the executive magistrates to passive instru· 
ments, is inapplicable where the countI-y is large, because the 
mass of citizens cannot come together as an assembly. It is 
highly inconvenient where the legislature, though a represen
tative body, is very numerous. England, accordingly, and the 

I C/. Chapter XXXL and notes thereto. The distinction Is apt to be for
~tten nnder a despotic monarch, .. ho is at once the execntive and the legisl .... 
tive antborlty. Nevertheleoa, even nuder an antocrat there are some general 
rutee .. bich bis individual volition dares not change, becanse the nniversal 
nplnlon of the people approvee them. The book of Daniel even represents 
Darlua .. noable to rel'oke a generalla .. he hae once sanctioned, or to except 
a particular penon from its operation. 
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nations which have imitated England,l have taken a difI~rent 
method. The people (that is, the qualified voters) have allowetl 
an executive to subsist with apparently wide powers, but they 
virtually choose tlIis executive, and keep it in so close and con
stant a dependence upon their pleasure, that it dare not act 
against what it believes their will to be. The struggle for 
popular liberties in England took at first the form of a struggle 
for the supremacy of law j that is to say, it was a struggle to 
restrain the prerogative of the king by compelling his ministers 
to respect the ancient customs of the land and the statutes 
passed in Parliament. As the customs were always maintained, 
and the-range of the statutes constantly widened, the executive 
was by degrees hemmed in within narrow limits, its discretion
ary power restricted, and that characteristic principle of the 
Constitution, which has been well called "The Reign of Law," 
was established. It was settled that the law, i.e. the ancient 
customs and the statutes, should always prevail against the 
discretion of the Crown and its ministers, and that acts done 
by the servants of the Crown should be justiciable, exactly like 
the acts of private persons. This once achieved, the executive 
fairly bitted and bridle-II, and the ministry made to hold office 
at the pleasUre of the House of Commons, Parliament had no 
longer its former motive for seeking to restrict the discretion 
of the ministers of the Crown by minutely particular legisla
tion, for mj.nisters had become so accustomed to subjection that 
their discretion might be trusted. Parliament has, in fact, of 
late years begun to sail on the other tack, and allows ministers 
to do many things by regulations, schemes, orders in council, 
and so forth, which would previously have been done by 
statute, generally, however, reserving to itself a right of dis
approval. 

It may be asked how it comes, if this be so, that people 
nevertheless talk of the executive in England as being a sepa
rate and considerable authority. The answer is twofold. The 
English Crown has never been, so to speak, thrown into the 

1 Bot doring and immediately after the great Civil War the Long Parlia
ment acted as both • legislative and an eIecutive anthority, as did the Con
vention throngh part of the French Revolution. And Parliament of eonrse 
still retains its power of giving what are practie.lly eIeeutive orne-rs, fI_g_ it 
can pass a statute directing a particular island to be seized or another to be 
evacuated, as Heligoland lately was. -
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melting·pot and recast, but has continued, in external form and 
seeming, an independent and highly dignified part of the con
stitutional system..1 Parliament has never asserted a direct 
control over certain parts of the royal prerogative, such as the 
bestowal of honours, the creation of peerages, the making of 
appointments to office. No one at this moment can say exactly 
what the royal prerogative does or does not include. And 
secondly, the actual executive, i.e. the ministry of the day, 
retains some advantages which are practically, though not 
legally, immense. It has an initiative in all legislation, a sole 
initiative in financial legislation. It is a small and well organ
ized body placed in the midst of a much larger and less or
ganized body (i.e. the two Houses), on which therefore it can 
powerfully act. All patronage, ecclesiastical as well as civil, 
lies in its gift, and though it must not use this function so as 
to disgust the Commons, it has great latitude in the disposal 
of favours. While Parliament is sitting it disposes of a large 
part, sometimes of the whole, of the time of the House of Com
mons, and can therefore adv¥lce the measures it prefers, while 
retarding or evading motions it dislikes. During nearly half 
the year Parliament is not sitting, and the necessities of a great 
State placed in a restless world oblige a ministry to take mo
mentous resolutions upon its own responsibility. Finally, 
it includes a few men who have obtained a hold on the imagi
nation and confidence of the people, which emboldens them to 

I An Interesting UJnstration of the relations of the EngliSh executive to the 
legislat\U'8 In the fourteenth and fifteenth centnries, when Parliament was 
little more than a pure legislature, Is afforded by the present constitution of 
the tiny kingdom of the Isle of Man, the last snrvivor of those nnmerons kin~~ 
doms among which the British Isles were once divided. Its government is 
carried on by a Governor (appointed by the Englillh Crown), a council of eight 
(composed partly of persons nominated by the Crown and partly of eXo(lfficio 
memben holding posts to wbich they have been appointed by the Crown), and 
an elected representative 888embly of twenty-four. The aesembly is purely 
legislative, and eannot check the Governor otherwise than by withholding the 
legislation be wishes for and sucb taxes as are annually voted. For the pur
poees of IInance billa the assembly (Honse of Keys) and the conncil sit together 
but vote IOlparately. The Governor presides, as the English king did in his 
Great Conncil. The Governor ean atop any legislation he disapproves, and 
can retain his mini8ten against the will of the assembly. He is a trne execn
tive magistrate, commanding, moreover, like the earlier English kings, a 
considerable revenue which does not depend on the annnal votes of the legis
lature. Here therefore is an Old-World Instance of the Americ"n system as 
contradistinguished from the eablnet system of England and her colonies. 
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resist or even to lecture Parliament, and often to prevail, not 
only against its first impulses, but possibly against its deliber
ate wishes. And an English ministry is strong not only becaUse 
it so frankly acknowledges its dependence on the Commons as 
not t.o rouse the antagonism of that body, to which, be it remem
bered, most ministers belong, but also because it has another 
power outside to which it can, in extreme cases, appeal. It 
may dissolve Parliament, and ask the people to judge between 
its views and those of the majority of the House of Commons. 
Sometimes such an appeal succeeds. The power of making it 
is at all times a resource. 

This delicate equipoise of the ministry, the House of Com
mons, and the nation acting at a general election, is the secret 
of the smooth working of the British· Constitution. It reap
pears in two remarkable Constitutions, which deserve fuller 
study than they have yet received from American or English 
publicists, those of Prussia and the new German Empire. 
There, however, the ministry is relatively stronger than in 
England, because the Crown retains not only a wider range of 
legal authority, but a greater moral influence over the people, 
who have had less practice than the English in working free 
institutions, and who never forget that they are soldiers, and 
the King-Emperor head of the army. A Prussian minis~er is 
so likely to have the nation on his side when he makes an 
appeal to it ill the name of the King, and feels so confident 
that even if he defies the Chambers without dissolving, the 
nation will not be greatly stirred, that he sometimes refuses to 
obey the legislature. This is one of those exceptions which 
illustrate the rule. The legislature is prevented from gaining 
ground on the executive, not so much by the Constitution as 
by the occasional refusal of the executive to obey the Consti
tution, a. refusal made in reliance on the ascendency of the 
Crown. 

So far we have been considering domestic policy. The case 
of foreign affairs differs chieHy in this, tha.t they cannot be 
provided for beforehand by laws general in application, but 
minutely particular in wording. A governing assembly may 
take foreign affairs into its own hand. In the republics of 
antiquity the Assembly did so, and was.its own foreign office. 
The Athenian Assembly received ambassadors, declared warJ 
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concluded treaties. It got on well enough while it had to deal 
with other republics like itself, but suffered when the contest 
came to be with an astute diplomatist like Philip of Macedon. 
The Roman Senate conducted the foreign policy of Rome, 
often with the skill to be expected from men of immense 
experience and ability, yet sometimes with a vacillation which 
a monarch would have been less likely to show. But the 
foreign relations of modern states are so numerous and com
plex, and so much entangled with commercial questions, that 
it has become necessary to create a staff of trained officials to 
deal with them. No large popular assembly could have either 
the time or the knowledge requisite for managing the ordinary 
business, much less could it conduct a delicate negotiation 
whose success would depend on promptitude and secrecy. 
Hence even democratic countries like France and England are 
forced to leave foreign affairs to a far greater degree than 
home affairs to the discretion of the ministry of the day. 
France reserves to the Chambers the power of declaring war 
or concluding a treaty. England has so far adhered to the old 
traditions as to leave both to the Crown, though the first, and 
in most cases the second, must be exerted with the virtual 
approval of Parliament. The executive is as distinctly respon
sible to the legislature, as clearly bound to obey the directions 
of the legislature, as in matters of domestic concern. But the 
impossibility which the legislature in countries like France 
and England finds in either assuming executive" functions in 
international intercourse, or laying down any rules by law for 
the guidance of the executive, necessarily gives the executive 
a wide discretion and a correspondingly large measure of in
fluence and authority. The only way of restricting this au
thority would be to create a small foreign affairs committee of 
the legislature and to empower it to sit when the latter was 
not sitting. And this extreme course neither France nor Eng
land has yet taken, because the dependence of the ministry on 
the majority of the legislature has hitherto seemed to secure 
the conformity of the Foreign Office to the ideas and senti-
ments of that majority. . 

B(!fore applying these observations to the United States, let 
us summarize the conclusions we have reached. 

We have found that wherever the will of the people prevails, 
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the legislature, since it either is or represents the people, can 
make itself omnipotent, unless checked by the action of the 
people themselves. It can do this in two ways. It may, like 
the republics of antiquity, issue decrees for particular cases as 
they arise, giving constant commands to all its agents, who 
thus become mere servants with no discretion left them. Or 
it may frame its laws with such particularity as to provide 
by anticipation for the greatest possible number of imaginable 
.cases, in this way also so binding down its officials as to leave 
. them no volition, no real authority. 

We have also observed that every legislature tends so to 
enlarge its powers as to encroach on the executive; and that 
it has great advantages for so doing, because a succeeding leg
islature rarely consents to strike off any fetter its predecessor 
has imposed. 

Thus the legitimate issue of the process would be theextinc
tion or absorption of the executive as a ·power in the state. 
It would become a mere set of employes, obeying the legislat
ure as the clerks -in a bank obey the directors. If this does 
not happen, the cause is generally to be sought in some one or 
more of the following circumstances:-

The legislattrre may allow the executive the power of appeal
ing to the nation against itself (England).1 

The people may from ancient reverence or the habit of mili
tary submission be so much disposed to support the executive 
as to embolden the latter to defy the legislature (Prussia). 

The importance of foreign policy and the difficulty of taking 
it out of the hands of the executive may be so great that the 
executive will draw therefrom an influence re-acting in favour 
of its general weight and dignity (Prussia, England, and, to 
some extent, France). 

Let us now see how the founders of the American Constitu
tion settled the relations of the departments. They were 
terribly afraid of a strong executive, and desired to reserve 
the final and decisive voice to the legislature, as representing 
the people. They could n9t adopt the Greek method of an 
assembly both executive and legislative, for Congress was to 
be a body with limited powers; continuous sittings would be 

1 In France the President can dissolve the Chambers, but only with the 
consent of the Senate. 
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inconvenient, and the division into two equally powerful houses 
would evidently nnfit it to govem with vigour and promptitude. 
Neither did they adopt the English method of a legislature 
governing through an executive dependent upon it. It was 
urged in the Philadelphia Convention of 1187 that the execu
tive ought to be appointed by and made accountable to the 
legislature, as being the supreme power in the national gov
ernment. This was over-ruled, because the majority of the 
Convention were fearful of "democratic haste and instability," 
fearful that the legislature would, in any event, become too 
powerful, and therefore anxious to build up some counter 
authority to check and balance it. By making the President 
independent, and keeping him and his ministers apart from the 
legislature, the ConTention thought they were strengthening 
him, as well as protecting it from attempts on his part to 
corrupt it.1 They were also weakening him. He lost the 
initiative in legislation which the English executive enjoys. 
He had not the English King's power of dissolving the legis
lature and throwing himself upon the country. Thus the 
executive magistrate seemed left at the mercy of the legisla
ture. It could weave so close a network of statutes round him, 
like the net of iron links which Hepha!stus throws over the 
lovers in the ()dy~, that his discretion, his individual voli
tion, seemed to disappear, and he ceased to be a branch of the 
government, being nothing more than a servant working under 
the eye and at the nod of his master. This would have been 
an absorption of the executive into the legislature more com
plete than that which England now presents, for the English 

. prime minister is at any rate a leader, perhaps as necessary to 
his parliamentary majority as it is to him, whereas the Presi
dent would haTe become a sort of superior police commissioner, 
irremovable during four years, but debarred from acting either 
on Congress or on the people. 

Although the Convention may not have realized how helpless 
IUCh a so-called ExecutiTe must be, they felt the danger of 
encroachments by an ambitious legislature, and resolved to 

I Theil' ...... of tbe claDger to • ~ from eorroptioa by tbe exera
tift .... ptobably qaiek..-l by wW &hey k_ of &be CODditioa of tbe Irish 
Parliamea&, full. _ after me, of plMe_ ..... penaio""rs. )Iada of &be 
..... blood of L'lats had emigra&ed to.&meriea ia &be preeediDg half een&w7 • 
..... Irish poUti<8 __ ...... ~ • cood deal of iD_ &bere. 



224 THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT PART I 

strengthen him. against it. This was done by giving the Presi
dent a veto which it requires a two-thirds vote of Congress to 
ov~r-ride. In doing this they partly reversed their previous 
actlOn. They had separated the President and his ministers 
from Congress. They now bestowed on him legislative func
tions, though in a different form. He became a distinct branch 
of the legislature, but for negative purposes only. He could 
not propose, but he could refuse. Thus the executive was 
strengthened, not as an executive, but by being connected with 
the legislature j and the legislature, already weakened by its 
division into two co-equal houses, was further weakened by 
finding itself liable to be arrested in any new departure on 
which two-thirds of both houses were not agreed. 

When the two houses are of one mind, and the party hostile 
to the President has. a two-thirds majority in both, the Execu
tive is almost powerless. It may be right that he should be 
powerless, because such majorities in both houses presumably 
indicate a vast preponderance of popular opinion against him. 
The fact to be emphasized is, that in this case all "balance of 
powers" is gone. The legislature has swallowed up the execu
tive, in virtue of the principle from which this discussion 
started,viz. that the executive is in free States only an agent 
who may be so limited by express and minute commands as 
to have no volition left him. 

The strength of Congress consists in the right to pass stat
utes j the strength of the President in his right to veto them. 
But foreign affairs, as we have seen, cannot be brought within 
the scope of statutes. . How then was the American legislature 
to deal with them? There were two courses open. One was 
to leave foreign affairs to the executive, as in England, giving 
Congress the same indirect control as the English Parliament 
enjoys over the Crown and ministry. This course could not 
be taken, because the President is independent of Congress 
and irremovable during his term. The other course would 
have been for Congress, like a Greek assembly,.to be its own 
foreign office, or to create a foreign affairs committee of its 
members to handle these matters. As the objections to this 
course, which would have excluded the chief magistrate from 
functions naturally incidental to his position as official repre
sentative of the nation, were overwhelmingly strong, a com-
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promise was made. The initiative in foreign policy and the 
conduct of negotiations were left to him, but the right Of)' 
declarinK. war was reserved to Congress, and'" thator maKing 
treatie~ to. one,-the-smaller an~~tn~.e.l:xperienced, branch of 
tne legislature. . A. measure of autlionty was thus suffered to 
fall back to the Executive which would have served to raise 
materially his position had foreign questions played as large a 
part in American politics as they have in French or English. 
They have, however, been comparatively unimportant, espe
cially since 1815. 

It may be said that there was yet another source whence 
the executive might draw strength to support itself against the 
legislature, viz. those functions which the Constitution, deem
ing them necessarily incident to an executive, has reserved to 
the President and excluded from the competence of Congress. 
But examination shows that there is scarcely one of these which 
the long arm of legislation cannot reach. The President is com
mander-in-chief of the 8.f!11y, but the numbers and organization 
of the army are fixed by statute. The President makes 
appointments, but the Senate has the right of rejecting them, 
and Congress may pass Acts specifying the qualifications of 
appointees, and reducing the salary of any official except the 
President himself and the judges. The ~ea1 strength of the 
executive therefore,- the rampart from behind which it can 
resist the aggressions of the legislature, is in ordinary times 
the veto power. I In other words, it survives as an executive 
in virtue not of any· properly executive function, but of the 
share in legislative functions which it has· received; it holds 
its ground by force, not of its separation from the legislature, 
but of its participation in a right properly belonging to the 
legislature.1 

lin momenta of pnbllc danger, .. during the War of 8ecession, the execu
tive of coune .pringa np Into ilnmeD18 power, partly becaD18 tbe command of 
the army Is then of the firat Importance; partly becaD18 the legislature, feel
Ing Ita nnlltn_ for .wltt and aecret decillion., giVeB free rein to the Executive, 
and practically puta Ita law-making powers at hill dillpoaal. 

I What 18 aaid here of the national executive and national legialature is a 
lortiorl true of the 8tata execntiVe8 and 8tate legislatures. The State gov
emor baa no power of Independent aetlon whatever, being checked at every 
etep by 8tate atatntee, and his discretion anpeneded by the minnte directions 
which th..e .tatutee contain. He baa not even miniRters, becaDRe tbe otber 
chief otticlaia tlf the 8tate are choaen, not by himself, bnt by polJUlar vote. 

VOL. I • Q 
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An authority which depends on a veto capable or being over
ruled by a two-thirds majority may seem frail. But the expe
rience of a century has shown that, owing to the almost equal 
strength of the two great parties, the Houses often differ, and 
there is rarely a two-thirds majority of the same colour in both. 
Hence the Executive has enjoyed some independence. He is 
strong for defence, if not for attack. Congress can, except 
within that narrow sphere which the Constitution has abso
lutely reserved to him, baffle the President, can interrogate, 
check, and worry his ministers. But it can neither drive him 
the way it wishes him to go, nor dismiss them for disobedience 
or incompetence. 

An individual man has some great advantages in combating 
an assembly. His counsels are less distracted. His secrets 
are better kept. He may sow discord among his antagonists. 
He can strike a more sudden blow. Julius Cresar was more 
than a match for the Senate, Cromwell for the Long Parlia
ment, even Louis Napoleon for the French Assembly of 1851. 
Hence, when the President happens to be a strong man, reso
lute, prudent, and popular, he may well hope to prevail against 
a body whom he may divide by the dexterous use of patronage, 
may weary out by inflexible patience, may overawe by winning 
the admiration of the masses, always disposed to rally round 
a striking personality. But in a struggle extending over a 
long course of years an assembly has advantages over a suc
cession of officers, especially of elected officers. The Roman 
Senate encroached on the consuls, thougli it was neither a leg
islature nor representative j the Carthaginian Councils en
croached on the Suffetes j the Venetian Councils encroached on 
the Doge. Men come and go, but an assembly goes on foJ.' 
ever j it is immortal, because while the members change, .the 
policy, the passion for extending its authority, the tenacity in 
clinging to what has once been gained, remain persistent. A 
weak magistrate comes after a strong magistrate, and yields 
what his predecessor had fought for j but an assembly holds all 

He has very little patronage; and he has no foreign policy at all. The Stat.e 
legislature would therefore prevail against him in everytWng, were it not for 
his veto and for the fact that the legislature is now generally restrained (by 
the provisions of the State constitution) from passing laws on many topics. 
(See post, Chapters XXXvn.-XLV.) 
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it has ever won.1 Its pressure is steady and continuous; it is 
always, by a sort of natural process, expanding its own powers 
and devising new methods for fettering its rival. Thus Con
gress, though it is no more respected or loved by the people 
now than it was seventy years ago, and has developed no 
higher capacity for promoting the best interests of the state, 
has succeeded in occupying nearly all the ground which the 
Constitution left debatable between the President and itself; 2 

and would, did it possess a better internal organization, be 
even more plainly than it now is the supreme power in the 
government. 

In their effort to establish a balance of power, the framers 
of the Constitution 80 far succeeded that neither power has 
subjected the other. But they underrated the inconveniences 
which arise from the disjunction of the two chief organs of 
government. They relieved the Administration from a dllty 
which European ministers find exhausting and hard to reconcile 
with the proper performance of administrative work-the 
duty of giving attendance in the legislature and taking the 
lead in its debates. They secured continuity of executive 
policy for four years at least, instead of leaving government 
at the mercy of fluctuating majorities in an excitable assembly. 
But they so narrowed the sphere of the executive as to prevent 
it from leading the country, or even its own party in the coun
try. They BOught to make members of Congress independent, 
but in doing BO they deprived them of some of. the means 
which European legislators enjoy of learning how to adminis
ter, of learning even how to legislate in administrative topics. 
They condemned them to be architects without science, critics 
without experi~nce, censors without responsibility. 

I Thla Ia nUl more eonaplcmously the case when the members of the execu
tive goyernment do not ,it in the aaaembly. When they do, and lead it, their 
iDtluelWll taDda to restrain legislative. encroachmente. EYen the presence of 
persona who are likely to be aoon called on to form the executive baa ita 
IntlnenC8, for they are diapoeed to defend the constitntional position of an 
authority to wbicb they hope in their tBm to 8ucceed. Tbia haa been fre
quently _n In England • 

• Tbe modification (in 1869) and repeal (In 1886) of the Tennre of Office Act 
(_ ahoYe, p. 114) are aeareely Instances to tbe contrary, beeanae that Act, 
eYen If constitntlona1, bad proyed diffieuU to work. . 



CHAPTER XXII 

THE FEDERAL COURTS 

WHEN in 1188 the loosely confederated States of North 
America united themselves into a. nation, nationaI tribunals 
were felt to be a necessary part of the nationaI government. 
Under the Confederation there had existed no means of enforc
ing the treaties made or orders issued by the Congress, because 
the courts of the severaI States 'owed no duty to that feeble 
body, and had little will to aid it. Now that a FederaI legis
lature had been established, whose laws were to bind directly 
the individual citizen, a Federal judicature was evidently 
needed to interpret and apply these laws, and to compel obedi
ence to them. The aIternative would have been to entrust 
the enforcement of the laws to State courts. But State courts 
were not fitted to deal with matters of a quasi-international 
character, such as admiralty jurisdiction and rights arising 
under treaties. .They supplied no means for deciding ques
tions betwetan different States. They could not be trusted to 
do complete justice between their own citizens and those of 
another State. Being under the control of their own State 
governments, they might be forced to disregard any Federal 
law which the State disapproved j or even if, they admitted 
its authority, might fail in the zeal or the power to give due 
effect to it. And being authorities co-{)rdinate with and inde
pendent of one another, with no common court of appeal 
placed over them to correct their errors or harmonize their 
views, they would be likely to interpret the Federal Constitu
tion and statutes in different senses, and make the law uncer
tain by the variety of their decisions. These reasons pointed 
imperatively to the establishment of a new tribunal or set of 
tribunals, altogether detached from the States, as part of the 
machine.ry of the new government. Side by side of the thir· 

228 
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teen (now forty-four) different sets of State courts, whose 
jurisdiction under State laws and between their own citizens 
was left untouched, there arose a new and complex system of 
Federal courts. The Constitution drew the outlines of the 
system. Congress perfected it by statutes; and as the details 
rest upon these statutes, Congress retains the power of altering 
them. Few American institutions are better worth studying 
than this intricate judicial machinery: few deserve more ad
miration for the smoothness of their working: few have more 
contributed to the peace and well-being of the country. 

The Federal courts fall into three classes: -
The Supreme court, which sits at Washington. 
The Circuit courts. _: '!' . 
The District courts. . 
The Supreme court is directly created by Art. iii. § 1 of the 

i::onstitution, but with no provision as to the number of its 
judges. Originally there were six; at present there are nine, 
a chief justice, with a salary of $12z.500 (£2100), and eight/6TC 

associate justices (salary $10,000). The justices are nomi-Ilf 51" 
nated by the President and confirmed by the Senate. They 
hold office during good behaviour, i.e. are removable only by 
impeachment; and have thus a tenure even more secure than 
that of English judges, for the latter may be removed by the 
Crown on an address from both Houses of Parliament.! More-
over, the English statutes secure the permanence only of the 
judges of the Supreme court of judicature, not also of judges 
of county or other local courts, while the provisions of the 
American Constitution are held to apply to the inferior as well 
88 the superior Federal judges.1 The Fathers of the Constitu-
tion were extremely anxious to secure the independence of, J 
their judiciary, regarding it 88 a bulwark both for the people 
and for the States against aggressions of either Congress or 
the President.' They affirmed the life tenure by an' unani-

I 12 and 13 William m., cap. 2; c/. 1 George m., cap. 23. The occasional 
realatanoe of the parliament of Parla, whoee members held office for life, to the 
French Crown may probably bave confirmed the Convention ot 1787 in ita 
attachment to this English principle. 

I The United States jndgee in the Territoriee stand on a different tooting. 
See Chapter XLVII. • 

• See Hamilton In Fetkralut, No. Ixxvlil.: If The standard of good behavionr 
for the oontinnanoe in office of the jndiclal magistracy is eertainIy one of the 
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mous vote in the Convention of 1787, because they deemed the 
risk of the continuance in office of an incompetent judge a less 
evil than the subserviency of all judges to the legislature, 
which might flow from a tenure dependent on legislative will 
The result has justified their expectations. The judges have 
shown themselves independent of Congress and of party, yet 
the security of their position has rarely tempted them to 
breaches of judicial duty. Impeachment has been four times 
resorted to, once only against a justice of the· Supreme court, 
and then unsuccessfully.l Attempts have been made, begin
ning from Jefferson, who argued that judges should hold 
office for terms of four or six years only, to alter the tenure of 
the Federal judges, as that of the State judges has been al
tered in most States; but Congress has always rejected the 
proposed constitutional amendment. 

The Supreme court sits at Washington from October till July 
in every year. The presence '>f six judges is required to pro
nounce a decision, a rule which, by preventing the division of 
the court into two or more branches, retards the despatch of 
business, though it has the ad vantage of securing a thorough 
consideration of every case. The sittings are held in the Capi
tol, in the chamber formerly occupied by the Senate, and the 
justices wear black gowns, being not merely the only public 
officers, but almost the only non-ecclesiastical persons of any 
kind whatever within the bounds of the United States who use 
any official dress.1 Every case is discussed by the whole body 
twice over, once to ascertain the opinion of the majority, which 
is then directed to be set' forth in a written judgment; then 
again when that written judgment, which one of the judges has 
prepared, is submitted for criticism and adoption as the judg
ment of the court. 

most valuable of the modern improvemeuts In the practice of governmeut. In a 
monarchy itis au excellent barrier to the despotism of the prince; In arepublio 
it is a no less excellent barrier to the encroachments and oppressions of the 
legislative body." 

1 This was Samuel Chase of Maryland in 1804-5. The other cases were of 
district Federal jndges. Two were convicted (one of violence, apparently due 
to drunkenness or Insanity, the other of rebellion), the third was acquitted. 

S Save that in some universities the president and professors, and (more 
rarely) the graduates, wear a~emic gowns on great occasions, such as the 
annual Commencement, and that gowns are worn by the judges In Federal Cir
cuit Courts and by the judges of the New York Court of Appeals. 
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The Circuit courts have been created by Congress under a 
power in the Constitution to establish" inferior courts." 1'here 
are at present nine judicial circuits, in which courts are held 
annually. Each of these has two Circuit judges (salary $6000), 
and to each there is also allotted one of the justices of the 
Supreme court. The Circuit court may be held either by a 
Circuit judge alone, or by the Supreme court Circuit justice 
alone, or by both together, or by either sitting along with the 
District judge (hereafter mentioned) of the district wherein 
the particular circuit court is held, or by the District judge 
alone. A statute of 1891 has established Circuit Courts of 
Appeals, to which cases may be brought from District or C;r
cuit courts, a further appeal lying, in some classes of cases, to 
the Supreme court, to which moreover, in certain cases, a di
rect appeal from the District or Circuit courts mat still be 
brought. It is hoped that these new courts will relieve the Su
preme court of some of its now too heavy business. 

The District courts are the third and lowest class of Federal 
tribunals. They are at present fifty-five in number, and their -:1 
judges receive salaries of $5000 (£1000) per annum. The 
Constitution does not expressly state whether they and the 
Circuit judges are to be appointed by the President and Sen-
ate like the members of the Supreme court; but it has always 
been assumed that such was the intention, and the appoint
ments are so made accordingly. 

For the purpose of dealing with the claims of private persons 
against the Federal government there has been established in 
Washington a special tribunal called the Court of Claims, with 
five justices (salary $4500), from which an appeal lies direct 
to the Supreme court. 

The jurisdiction of the Federal courts extends to the follow
ing classes of cases, on each of which I Bay no more than what 
seems absolutely necessary to explain their nature.1 All other 

1 .. AU the eDllIDerated _ of Federal eognlZ8Jlce are those whieh touch 
the safety, peace, and sovereignty of the natioo, or which presome that State 
attaehmeota. State prejndicee. State jealol18iee, and State iuterests might 
som .. tlm .. obstruct or control the rej!!olar administratioo of justice. The 
appellate power In all these _ ie founded on the clearest principles of policy 
and wladom. and Ie nl!Cl!88lU'1 In order to preserve uniformity of decision upon 
all lobjeeta within the purview of the Conetitutlon." - Kent's Commef&tariu 
(Holmee' edition), To!. I. p. 320. 
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cases have been left to the State courts, from which there does 
not lie (save as hereinafter specified) any appeal to the Federal 
courts. 

1. "Cases in law and equity arising under the constitution, 
the laws of the United States, and .treaties made under their 
authority." 

In order to enforce the supremacy of the national Constitu
tion and laws over all State laws, it was necessary to place the 
former under the guardianship of the national judiciary. This 
provision accordingly brings before a Federal court every cause 
in which either party to a suit relies upon any Federal enact
ment. It entitles a plaintiff who bases his case on a Federal 
statute to bring his action in a Federal court: it entitles a de
fendant who rests his defence on a Federal enactment to have 
the action, if originally brought in a State court, removed to a 
Federal court. l But, of course, if the action has originally 
been brought in a State court, there is no reason for removing 
it unless the authority of the Federal enactment can be sup
posed to be questioned. Accordingly, the rule laid down by 
the Judiciary Act (1789) provides "for the removal to the 
supreme court of the United States of the final judgment or 
decree in any. suit, rendered in the highest court of law or 
equity of a State in which a decision could be had, in which is 
drawn in question the validity of a treaty or statute of, or au
thority exercised under, the United States, and the decision is 
against their validity; or where is drawn in question the valid
ity of a statute of, or an authority exercised under, any State, on 
the ground of their being repuguant to the Constitution, treaties, 
or laws .of the United States, and. the decision is in favour of 
their validity; or where any title, right, privilege, or immunity 
is claimed under the Constitution, or any treaty or statute or a 
commission held or authority exercised under the United States, 
and the decision is against the title, right, privilege, or immu
nity specially set up or claimed by either party under such 
Constitution, treaty, statute, commission, or authority. But to 
authorize the removal under that act, it must appear by the 
record, either expressly or by clear and necessary intendment, 
that some one of the enumerated questions did arise in the 

1 The removal may be before or after judgment given, and in the latter 
event, by way of appeal or by writ of error. 
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State court, and was there passed upon. It is not sufficient 
that it might have arisen or been applicable. And if the de
cision of the State court is in favour of the right, title, privilege, 
or exemption so claimed, the Judiciary Act does not authorize 
such removal, neither does it where the validity of the State law 
is drawn in question, and the decision of the State court is 
against its validity." I 

The rule seems intricate, but the motive for it and the work
ing of it are plain. Where in any legal proceeding a Federal 
enactment has to be construed or applied by a State court, if 
the latter supports the Federal enactment, i.e. considers it to 
govern the case, and applies it accordingly, the -supremacy of 
Federal law is thereby recognized and admitted. There is 
therefore no reason for removing the case to a Federal tri
bunal. Such a tribunal could do no more to vindicate Federal 
authority than the State court has already done. But if the 
decision of the State court has been against the applicability 
of the Federal law, it is only fair that the party who suffers 
by the decision should be entitled to Federal determination of 
the point, and he has accordingly an absolute right to carry it 
before the Supreme court.' 

The principle of this rule is applied even to executive acts 
of the Federal authorities. If, for instance, a person has been 
anested by a Federal officer, a State court has no jurisdiction 
to release him on a writ of habeas OOTpUB, or otherwise to 
inquire into the lawfulness of his detention by Federal author
ity, because, as was said by Chief-Justice Taney, "The powers 
of the general government and of the State, although both 
exist and are exercised within the same territorial limits, are 
yet separate and distinct sovereignties, acting separately and 
independently of each other, within their respective spheres. 

I Cooley, COfUtiltitiMlal Limilaliom, p. 16. For details regarding the 
removal of .nita, and the restrictions when the amonnt in dispote is small, see 
Cooley, Principle, o/Co, .. ,i'tl,lonal Low, p.122 .qq.; and see also the Act of 
3d Marcb 1887. 

, Federal legislation may however be ID a given ease needed in order to coo
fer opon Federal coo,.. jorisdiction over cases arising onder a treaty. The 
qoestion an.e in the cue of the Iyncblng of certain Italians at New Orleaos 
In 1891. The Italian Gonrnment in ita complainta appealed to the treaty of 
1871 between the United 8tatee and Italy, bot it seems to have been held that 
Conveea bad not IeJtialated 80 &8 to enable Federal conrts to deal with offences 
In breach of that treaty. 
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And the sphere of action appropriated to the United States is 
as far beyond the reach of the judicial process issued by a 
State court as if the line of division was traced by landmarks 
and monuments visible to the eye.'>! 

2. "Cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers, and 
consuls." 

As these persons have an international character, it would 
be improper to allow them to be dealt with by a State court 
which has nothing to do with the national government, and 
for whose learning and respectability there may exist no such 
securities as those that surround the Federal courts. 

3. "Cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction." 
These are deemed to include not only prize cases but all 

maritime contracts, and all transactions relating to navigation, 
as well on the navigable lakes and rivers of the United States 
as on the high seas. 

4. "Controversies to which the United States shall be a 
party." 

This provision is obviously needed to protect the United 
States from being obliged to sue or be sued in a State court, to 
whose decision the national government could not be expected 
to su~mit.When a pecuniary claim is sought to be estab
lished against the Federal government, the proper tribunal is 
the Court of Claims. 

5. "Controversies between two or more States, between a 
State and citizens of another State, between citizens of dif
ferent States, between citizens of the same State claiming 
lands under grants of different States, and between a State, 
or the citizens thereof, and foreign States, citizens, or sub
jects." 

In all these cases a State court is likely to be, or at any rate 
to seem, a partial tribunal, and it is therefore desirable to vest 
the jurisdiction in judges equally unconnected with the plain
tiff and the defendant. By securing recourse to an unbiassed 
and competent tribunal, the citizens of every State obtain bet
ter commercial facilities than they could otherwise count upon, 
for their credit will stand higher with persons belonging to 
other States if the latter know that thcir legal rights are under 
the protection, not of local and possibly prejudiced judges, but 

1 Ableman v. Booth, 21 How. 516. 
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of magistrates named by the national government, and un
amenable to local influences.1 

One important part of the jurisdiction here conveyed has 
been subsequently withdrawn from the Federal judicature. 
When the Constitution was submitted to the people, a principal 
objection urged against it was that it exposed a State, although 
a sovereign commonwealth, to be sued by the individual citi
zens of some other State. That one State should sue another 
was perhaps necessary, for what other way could be discovered 
of terminating disputes? But the power as well as the dig
nity of a State would be gone if it could be dragged into court 
by a private plaintiff. Hamilton (writipg in the Federalist) 
met the objection by arguing that the jurisdiction-giving clause 
of the Constitution ought not to be so construed, but must 
be read as being subject to the general doctrine that a sovereign 
body cannot be sued by an individual without its own consent, 
a doctrine not to be excluded by mere implication but only by 
express words.· However, in 1193 the Supreme court, in the 
famous case of Chisholm v. TIle State of Georgia,a construed 
the Constitution in the very sense which Hamilton had denied, 
holding that an action did lie against Georgia at the suit of a 
private plaintiff j and when Georgia protested and refused to 
appear, the court proceeded (in 1194) to give judgment against 
her by default in case she should not appear and plead before 
a day fixed. Her cries of rage filled the Union, and brought 
other States to her help. An amendment (the eleventh) to 
the Constitution was passed through Congress and duly 
accepted by the requisite majority of the States, which de
clares that "the judicial power of the United States shall not 
be construed to extend to any suit commenced or prosecuted 
against one of the United States by citizens of another State or 
by citizens or subjects of any foreign state."· Under the protec-

1 There are countrleala Earopewith .... hich foreign merchaat. are uawilling 
to do bueiDeM becauee they eaa eeldom obtain justice against a native. Local 
feeling wu, of courae, mIlCh stronger In the America ot 1787 tbaa it Is now. 
Engllabmea who had claim. against American citizen. failed to obtaia their 
enforcemeat trom 1783 till the Federal coana .... ere established in 1789. 

• 'ed.eroli.t, No. bcaI. The aame view was contemporaneously maintained 
by Joba Hanhall (afterwarU Chief.Justlce) la the Virginia Coaventioa ot 
1788. 

• 2 DaD.fl9. 
• It has heea held that the amendment applies only .... hea a State II a party 
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tion of this amendment, several have with impunity repudi-
ated their debts. . 

The jurisdiction of the Supreme court is original in cases 
affecting ambassadors, and wherever a State is a party j in 
other cases it is appellate j that is, cases may be brought to it 
from the inferior Federal courts and (under the circumstances 
bef<:>re mentioned) from State courts. The jurisdiction is in 
some matters exclusive, in others concurrent with that of the 
State courts. Upon these subjects there have arisen many 
difficult and intricate questions, which I ~ust pass by, because 
they would be unintelligible without long explanations.1 One 
point, however, may be noted. The State courts cannot be in
vested by Congress with any jurisdiction, for Congress has no 
authority over them, and is not permitted by the Constitution 
to delegate any ju!licial powers to them. Hence the jurisdic
tion of a' State court, wherever it is concurrent with- that of 
Federal judges, is a jurisdiction which the court possesses of 
its own right, independent of the Constitution. And in some 
instances where congressional statutes have purported to im
pose duties on State courts, the latter have refused to accept 
and discharge them. 

The criminal jurisdiction of the Federal courts, which extends 
to all offences against Federal law, is purely statutory. "The 
United States as such can have no common law. It derives its 
powers from the grant of the people made by the Constitution, 
and they are all to be found in the written law, and not else
where."· 

The procedure of the Federal courts is prescribed by Congress, 
subject to some few rules contained in the Constitution, such as 
those which preserve the right of trial by jury in criminal cases 8 

and suits at common law.~ As "cases in law and equity" are 
mentioned, it is held that Congress could not accomplish such 

to the record, and therefore does not apply to the case of a State holding shares 
in a corporation. Neither does it apply to appeals and writs of error. 

Very recently (March 1892) the Supreme court have decided (by a large 
majority) in the ease of United States v. Texas that the United States can sue 
a State. 

I The lawyer curious in such matters may consult Story's (Jommentaries on 
the Comtitution, chapter xxxviii., and the judgments of Chief-Justice Marshall 
in the cases of Martin v. Hunter (1 Wheat. 3(4) and (Johens v. Virginia 
(6 Wheat. 406). 

J Cooley, Principles, p. 131. 8 Art. iii. § 2. ~ Amendment vii. § 1. 
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a fusion of law and equity as has been effected in several States 
of the Union, and was effected in England in 1873, but must 
maintain these methods of procedure as distinct, though ad
ministered by the same judges. 

ThEllawapplied in the Federal courts is of course first and 
foremost that enacted by the Federal legislature, which, when 
it is applicable, prevails against any State law. But very often, 
&8 for instance in suits between citizens of different States, 
Federal law does not, or does only in a secondary way, come 
in question. In such instances the first thing is to determine 
what law it is that ought to govern the case, each State having 
a law. of its own; and when this has been ascertained, it is 
applied to the facts, just &8 an English court would apply 
French or Scotch law in pronouncing on the validity of a mar
riage contracted in France or Scotland. In .administering the 
law of any State (including its constitution, its statutes, and 
its common law, which in Louisiana is the civil law in its 
French form) the Federal courts ought to follow the decisions 
of the State courts, treating those decisions as the highest au
thority on the law of the particular State. This doctrine is so 
fully applied that the Supreme court has even over-ruled its 
own previous determinations on a point of State law in order 
to bring itself into agreement with the view of the highest court 
of the particular State. Needless to say, the State courts fol
low the decisions of the Federal courts upon questions of Fed
erallaw.· 

For the execution of its powers each Federal court has 
attached to it an officer called the United States marshal, cor
responding to the sheriff in the State governments, whose duty 
it is to carry out its writs, judgments, and orders by arresting 
prisoners, levying execution, putting persons in possession, and 
90 forth. He is entitled, if resisted, to call on all good citizens 
for help; if they will not or cannot render it, he must refer to 

1 .. The judicial deputmeDt of fIftrJ' government is the appropriate organ 
lor eoast.ruing &he Iegialative acta of &hat government. • •• On this principle 
the eODlluuedon ginn br &his (&he supreme) conr\ to &he Constitution and 
Ia .. of &he Unlted 8tales is receiYed br all as &he &me coDlltrnction; and on 
the _ priDclpla &he eoDIIUuetion given br &he COIll'l8 of &he Tario ... Stales to 
lbe legialadft acta of u.... 8ta&e1 ia received as tme, anl_ &her come in con
lIict wi&h &he ConstitDtioD, la ... or treaties of &he United 8ta_"-MarshalI, 
C . ...I~ In Elr7WlldDr/y. Tarlor, 10 Whea&.109. 
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Washington and obtain the aid of Federal troops. There exists 
also in every judiciary district a Federal public prosecutor, 
called the United States district attorney, who institutes pro
ceedings against persons transgressing Federal laws or evading 
the discharge of obligations to the Federal treasury. Both sets 
of officials are under· the direction of the attorney-general, as 
head of the department of justice. They constitute a net-work 
of Federal authorities covering the whole territory of the Union, 
and independent of the officers of the State courts and of 
the public prosecutors who represent the State governments . 
. Where a State maintains a gaol for the reception of Federal 
prisoners, the U. S. marshal delivers his prisoners to the State 
gaoler; where' this provision is wanting, he must himself 
arrange for their custody. 

The European reader may ask how it is possible to work a 
system so extremely complex, under which every.yard of 
ground in the Union is covered by two jurisdictions, with two 
sets of judges and two sets of officers, responsible to different 
superiors, their spheres of action divided only by an ideal line, 
and their action liable in practice to clash. The answer is that 
the system does work, and now, after a hundred years of ex
perience, works smoothly. It is more costly than the simpler 
systems of France, Prussia, or England, though, owing to the 
small salaries paid, the expense falls rather on litigants than on 
the public treasury. But it leads to few conflicts or heart
burnings, because the key to all difficulties is found in the I 
principle that wherever Federal law is applicable Federal law~ 
must prevail, and that every suitor who contends that Federa 
law is applicable is entitled to have the point determined b~ a 
Federal court. The acumen of the lawyers and judges, the 
wealth of accumulated precedents, make the solution of these 
questions of applicability and jurisdiction easier than a Euro
pean practitioner can realize: while the law-abiding habits of 
the people and their sense that the supremacy of Federal law 
and jurisdiction works to the common benefit of the whole 
people, secure general obedience to Federal judgments. The 
enforcement of the law, especially the criminal law, in some 
parts of America leaves much to be desired; but the difficulties 
which arise are nt)w due not to conflicts between State and 
Federal pretensions but to other tendencies equally hostile to 
both authorities. 
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A word in conclusion as to the separation of the judicial 
from the other two departments, a point on which the framers 
of the Constitution laid great stress. The functions of the 
legislature are more easily distinguished from those of the 
judiciary than from those of the executive. The legislature 
makes the law, the judiciary applies it to particular cases by 
investigating the facts and, when these have been ascertained, 
by declaring what rule of law governs them. Nevertheless 
there are certain points in which the two departments touch, 
certain ground debatable between the judiciary on the one 
hand and the legislature on the other. In most countries the 
courts have grown out of the legislature; or rather, the sover
eign body, which, like Parliament, was originally both a law 
court and a legislature, has delivered over the bulk of its judi
cial duties to other persons, while retaining some few to be 
still exercised by itself. . 

America has in general followed the principles and practice I 
of England. Like England, she creates no separate administra
tive tribunals such as exist in the states of the European con
tinent, but allows officials to be sued in or indicted before 
the ordinary courts. Like England, she has given the judges 
(i.t. the Federal judges) a position secured against the caprice 
of the legislature or executive. Like England, she recognizes 
judicial decisions as law until some statute has set them aside. 
In one respect she has improved on England-viz. in forbid
ding the legislature to exercise the powers of a criminal court, 
by passing acts of attainder or of pains and penalties, measures 
still legal, though virtually obsolete, in England.1 In others, 
she stands behind England. England has practically ceased to 
use one branch of her Parliament as a court for the trial of 
impeachments. . America still occasionally throws upon one 
House of Congress this function; which, though it is ill suited 
to an ordinary court of justice, is scarcely better discharged by 
a political assembly. England has remitted to the courts of 
law the trial of disputed parliamentary elections; America still 
reserves these for Congress, and allows them to be disposed 
of by partisan votes, often with little regard to the merits. 

1 Neither Boase of CongreM CIUl pnnish • witneaa for contempt, after the 
fashion of the Britl8h Parliament (Kilboum Y. Thomp_. 103 U.8. p. 168). 
See note &0 Chapter XXXIIL po.t. 
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Special "and local bills which vest in private hands certain 
r~ghts of the State, such as public franchises; or the power 
of taking private property against the owner's will, are, though 
in form exercises of legislative power, really fitter to be exam
ined and settled by judicial methods than by the loose opinion, 
the private motives, the lobbying, which determine legislative 
decisions where the control of public opinion is insufficiently 
provided for. England accordingly, though she refers such 
bills to committees of Parliament, directs these committees to 
apply a quasi-judicial procedure, and to decide according to the 
evidence tendered. America takes no such securities, but han
dles these bills like any others. Here therefore we see three 
pieces of ground debatable between the legislature and the 
judiciary. All of them originally belonged to the legislature. 
All in America still belong to it. England, however, has 
abandoned the first, has delivered over the second. to the 
judges, and treats the third as matter to be dealt with by judi
cial rather than legislative methods. Such points of difference 
are worth noting, because the impression has prevailed in 
Europe that America is the country in which the province of 
the judiciary has been most widely extended. 



J 

CHAPTER xxm 
'l'BB COURTS AND THE CONSTITUTION 

No feature in the government of the United States has 
awakened so much curiosity iu the European mind, caused so 
much discussion, received so much admiration, and been more 
frequently misunderstood, than the duties assigned to the../ 
Supreme Court and the fuuctions which it discharges in guard
ing the al·k of the Constitution. Yet there is really no mystery 
about the matter. It is not a novel device. It is not a com
plicated device. It is the simplest thing in the world if ap
proached from the right "ide. 

In England and many other modern States there is no differ
ence in authority between one statute and another. All are 
made by the legislature: all can be changed by the legislature. 
What are called in England constitutional statutes, such as 
lfagna Charta, the Bill of Rights, the Act of Settlement, the 
Acts of Union with Scotland and Ireland, are merely ordinary 
laws, which could be repealed by Parliament at any moment in 
exactly the same way as it can repeal a highway act or lower 
the duty on tobacco.! The habit has grown up of talking of 
the British Constitution as if it were a fixed and definite thing. 
But there is in England no such thing as a Constitution apart 
from the rest of the law: there is merely a mass of law, con
sisting partly of statutes and partly of decided cases and ac
cepted usages, in confolUlity with which the government of 
the country is carried on from day to day, but which is being 
constantly modified by fresh statutes and cases. The same 

! TbIa doctrine, although long Blnee well settled, would not bave been geuer
,ny _pted In the beginning of tbe seventeentb oontury. AI Sir Thomas 
)fore bad maintained that an Act of Parliament could not make tbe king 
mpreme bead of the Churcb. 80 Coke held that the Common Law controlled 
ktB of Parliament and adjudged them void when against common right. 

VO ... l a au 
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thing existed in ancient Rome, and everywhere in Europe a 
century ago. It is, so to speak, the "natural," and used to be 
the normal, condition of things in all countries, free or des· 
potic. 

I 
The condition of America is wholly different. There the 

name Constitution designates a particular instrument adopted 
in 1788, amended in some points since, which is the foundation 
of the national government. This Constitution was ratified 
and made binding, not by Congress, but by the people acting 
through conventions assembled in the thirteen States which 
then composed the Confederation. It created a legislature of 
two houses; but that legislature, which we call Congress, has 
no power to alter it in the smallest particular. l'hat which the 
people have enacted, the people only can alter or repeal. 

Here therefore we observe two capital differences between 
England and the United States. The former has left the out
lines as well as the details of her system of government to be 
gathered from a multitude of statutes and ~ases. The latter 
has drawn them out in one comprehensive fundamental enact
ment. The former has placed these so·called constitutional 
laws at the mercy of her legislature, which can abolish when 
it pleases any institution of the country, the Crown, the House 
of Lords, the Established Church, the House of Commons, Par
liament itself.1 The latter has placed her Constitution alto
gether out of the reach of Congress, providing a method of 
amendment whose difficulty is shown by the fact that it has 
been very sparingly used. 
{ In England Parliament is omnipotent. In America Congress 

a. I~s doubly restricted. It can make laws only for certain pur
poses specified in the Constitution, and in legislating for these 

( purposes it must not tranegressany provision of the Constitu
" tion itself. The stream cannot rise above its soutce. 

1 Parliament of cours.e cannot restrict its own powers by any particular Act 
because that Act might be repealed in a subbequent session, and indeed any 
subsequent Act inconsistent with any of its provisions repeals ipso facto that 
provision. (For instance, the Act of Union with Scotland (6 Anne, c. 11) 
declared certain provisions of the Union, for the establishment of Presbyterian 
church government in Scotland, to be .. essential and fundamental parts of the 
Union," but some of those provisions have been altered by subsequent 
statutes.) Parliament conld, however, extinguish itself by formally dissolving 

• itself, leaving no legal means whereby a subsequent Parliament could he 
summoned. 
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Suppose, however, that Congress does so transgress, or does 
overpass the specified purposes. It may do so intentionally: 
it is likely to do so inadvertently. What happens? If the 
Constitution is to be respected, there mnst be some means of 
securing it against Congress. If a nsurpation of power is at
tempted, how is it to be checked? If a mistake is committed, 
who sets it right? 

The point may be elucidated by referring it to a wider cate
gory, familiar to lawyers and easily comprehensible by laymen, 
that of acts done by an agent for a principle. If a land-{)wner 
directs his bailiff to collect rents for him, or to pay debts due 
to tradesmen, the bailiff has evidently no authority to bind his 
employer by any act beyond the instructions given him, as, for 
instance, by contracting to buy a field. If a manufacturer 
directs his foreman to make rules for the hours of work and 
meals in the factory, and the foreman makes rules not only for 
those purposes, but also prescribing what clothes the workmen 
shall wear and what church they shall attend, the latter rules 
have not the force of the employer's will behind them, and the 
workmen are not to be blamed for neglecting them. 

The same principle applies to public agents. In every COUD

try it happens that acts are directed to be done and rules to be 
made by bodies which are in the position of agents, i.e. which 
have received from some superior authority a limited power of 
acting and of rule-making, a power to be used only for certain 
purposes or uuder certain conditions. Where this power is 
duly exercised, the act or rule of the subordinate body has all 
the force of an act done or rule made by the superior author
ity, and is deemed to be made by it. And if the latter be a 
law-making body, the rule of the subordinate body is therefore 
also a law. But if the subordinate body attempts to transcend 
the power committed to it, and makes rules for other purposes 
or under other conditions than those specified by the superior 
authority, these rules are not law; but are null and void. 
Their validity depends on their being within the scope of the 
law-making power conferred by the superior authority, and as 
they have passed outside that scope they are invalid. They 
do not justify any act done under them forbidden by the ordi
nary law. They ought not to be obeyed or in any way regarded. 
by the citizens, because they are not law. 
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The same principle applies to acts done by an executive 
officer beyond the scope of his legal authority. In free coun
tries an individual citizen is justified in disobeying the orders of 
a magistrate if he correctly thinks these orders to be in excess 
of the magistrate's legal power, because in that case they are 
not really the orders of a magistrate, but of a private person 
affecting to act· as a magistrate. In England, for instance, if 
a secretary of state, or a police constable, does any act which 
the citizen. affected by it rightly deems unwarranted, the 
citizen may resist, by force if necessary, relying on the ordi
nary courts of the land to sustain him. This is a consequence 
of the English doctrine that all executive power is strictly 
limited by the law, and is indeed a corner-stone of English 
liberty.l It is applied even as against the dom.inant branch of 
the legislature. If the House of Commons should act in 
excess of the power which the law and custom of Parliament 
has secured to it, a private individual may resist the officers of 
the House and the courts will protect him by directing him to 
be acquitted if he is prosecuted, or, if he is plaintiff in a civil 
action, by giving judgment in his favour. 

An obvious instance of the way in which rules or laws made 
by subordinate . bodies are treated is afforded by the bye-laws 
made by an English railway company or municipal corpora,. 
tion under powers conferred by an Act of Parliament. So 
long as these bye-laws are within the .scope of the authority 
which the Act of Parliament has given, they are good, i.e. they 
are laws, just as much as if enacted in the Act. If they go 
beyond it, they are bad, that is to say, they bind nobody and 
cannot be enforced. If a railway company which has received 
power to make bye-laws imposing fines up to the amount of 
forty shillings, makes a bye-law punishing any person who 
enters or quits a train in motion with a fine of fifty shillings 
or a week's imprisonment, that bye-law is invalid, that is to 
say, it is not law at all, ahd no magistrate can either imprison 
or impose a fine of fifty shillings on a person accused of con
travening it. If a municipal corporation has been by statute 
empowered to enter into contracts for the letting of lands 

1 See as to the different doctrine and practice of the European continent, and 
'particularlyas to the .. admiuistrative law" of France, the instructive remarK. 
of Mr. Dicey in his Law of the Constitution. 
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vested in it, and directed to make bye-laws, for the purpose of 
letting, which shall provide, among other things, for the adver
tising of all lands intended to be let, and if it makes a bye-law 
in which no provision is made for advertising, and under that 
bye-law contracts for the letting of a piece of land, the letting 
made in pursuance of this bye-law is void, and conveys no title 
to the purchaser. All this is obvious to a lay as well as to a 
legal mind; and it is no less obvious that the question of the 
validity of the bye-law, and of what has been done uuder it, 
is one to be decided not by the municipal corporation or com
pany, but by the courts of justice of the land. 

Now, in the United States the position of Congress may for 
this purpose be compared to that of an English municipal cor
poration or railway company. The supreme law-making power 
is the People, that is, the qualified voters, acting in a pre
scribed way. The people have by their supreme law, the Con
stitution, given to Congress a delegated and limited pOVler of 
legislation. Every statute passed under that power conform
ably to the Constitution has all the authority of the Consti
tution behind it. Any statute passed which goes beyond that 
power is invalid, and incapable of enforcement. It is in fact 
not a statute at all, because Congress in passing it was 
not really a law-making body, but a mere group of private 
persons. 

Says Chief-Justice Marshall, "The powers of the legislature 
are defined and limited;" and that those limits may not be mis
taken or forgotten, the Constitution is written. To what pur
pose are powers limited and to what purpose is that limitation 
committed to writing, if those limits may at any time be 
passed by those intended to be restrained? The Constitution 
is either a superior paramount law, unchangeable by ordinary 
means, or it is on a level with ordinary legislative acts, and 
like any other acts, is alterable when the legislature shall 
please to alter it. If the former part of the alternative be true, 
then a legislative act contrary to the Constitution is not law. 
If the latter part be true, then written constitutions are 
absurd attempts on the part of the people to limit a power in 
its own nature illimitable." There is of course this enormous 
difference between Congress and any subordinate law-making 
authority in England, that Congress is supreme within its 
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proper sphere, the people having no higher permanent organ 
to override or repeal such statutes as Congress may pass with
in that sphere; whereas in England there exists in Parliament 
a constantly present supervising authority, which may at any 
moment cancel or modify what any subordinate body may have 
enacted, whether within or without the scope of its delegated 
powers. This is a momentous distinction. But it does not 
affect the special point which I desire to illustrate, viz. that a 
statute passed by Congress beyond the scope of its powers is 
of no more effect than a bye-law made ultra vires by an English 
municipality. There is no mystery so far: there is merely an 
application of the ordinary principles of the law of agency. 
But the question remains, How and by whom, in case of dis
pute, is the validity or invalidity of a statute to be deter
mined? 

Such determination is to be effected by setting the .statute 
side by side with the Constitution, and considering whether 
there is any discrepancy between them. Is the purpose of the 
statute one of the purposes mentioned or implied in the Con
stitution? Does it in pursuing that purpose contain anything 
which violates any clause of the Constitution? Sometimes 
this is a simple question, which an intelligent layman may 
answer. More frequently it is a difficult one, which needs not 
only the subtlety of the trained lawyer, but a knowledge of 
former cases which have thrown light on the same or a similar 
point. In any event it is an important question, whose solution 
ought to proceed from a weighty authority. It is a. question 
of interpretation, that is, of determining the true meaning both 
of the· superior law and of the inferior law, so as to discover 
whether they are inconsistent. 

Now the interpretation of laws belongs to courts of justice. , 
A law implies a tribunal, not only in order to direGt its enforce
ment against individuals, but to adjust it to the facts, i.e. to 
determine its precise meaning and apply that meaning to the 
circumstances of the particular case. The legislature, which 
can only speak generally, makes every law in reliance on this 
power of interpretation. It is therefore obvious that the 
question, whether a congressional statute offends against the 
Constitution, . must be determined by the courts, not merely 
because it is a question of legal construction, but because there 
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is nobody else to determine it. Congress cannot do so, because 
Congress is a party interested. If such a body as Congress 
were permitted to decide whether the acts it had passed were 
constitutional, it would of course decide in its own favour, and 
to allow it to decide would be to put the Constitution at its 
mercy. The President cannot, because he is not a lawyer, and 
he also may be personally interested. There remain only the 
courts, and these must be the National or Federal courts, 
because no other courts can be relied on in such cases. So far 
again there is no mystery about the matter. . 

Now, however, we arrive at a feature which complicates the 
facts, though it introduces no new principle. The United 
States is a federation of commonwealths, each of which has its 
own constitution and laws. The Federal Constitution not 
only gives certain powers to Congress, as the national legis
lature, but recognizes certain powers in the States, in virtue 
whereof their respective peoples have enacted fundamental 
State laws (the State constitutions) and have enabled their 
respective legislatures to pass State statutes. However, as 
the nation takes precedence of the States, the Federal Consti
tution, which is the supreme law of the land everywhere, and 
the statutes duly made by Congress under it, are preferred to 
all State constitutions and statutes j and if any conflict arise 
between them, the latter must give way. The same phenom
enon therefore occurs as in the case of an inconsistency be
tween the Constitution and a congressional statute. Where it 
is shown that a State constitution or statute infringes either 
the Federal Constitution or a Federal (i.e. congressional) 
statute, the State constitution or statute must be declared 
invalid. And this declaration must, of course, proceed from 
the courts, nor solely from the Federal courts j because when 
a State court decides against its own statutes or constitution 
in favour of a Federal law, its decision is final. 

It will be observed that in all this there is no conflict 
between the law courts and any legislative body. The conflict 
is between different kinds of laws. The duty of the judges is 

. as strictly confined to the interpretation of the laws cited to 
them as it is in England or France j and the only difference J 
is that in America there are laws of four different degrees 
of authority, whereas in England all laws (excluding mere 
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bye-laws; Privy Council ordinances, etc.) are equal because all 
proceed from Parliament. These four kinds of American laws 
are:-

I. The Federal Constitution. 
II. Federal statutes. 

III. State constitutions. 
IV. State statutes. l 

The American law court therefore does not itself enter on 
any conflict with the legislature. It merely secures to each 
kind of law its due authority. It does not even preside over 
a conflict and decide it, for the relative strength of each kind 
of law has been settled already. Ail the court does is to 
declare that a conflict exists between two laws of different 
degrees of authority. Then the question is at an end, for the 
weaker law i.s extinct, or, to put the point more exactly, a flaw 
has been indicated which makes the world see that if the view 
of the court be correct, the law is in fact null. The court 
decides nothing but the case before it: and anyone may, if he 
thinks the court wrong, bring up a fresh case raising again the 
question whether the law is valid.s 

This is the abstract statement of the matter; but there is 
also an historimiJ. one. }Iany of the American colonies received 
charters from the British Crown, which created or recognized 
colonial assemblies, and endowed these with certain powers 
of making laws for the colony. .such powers were of course 
limited, partly by the charter, partly by usage, and were sub
ject to the superior authority of the Crown or of the Brit
ish Parliament. Questions sometimes arose in. colonial days 
whether the statutes made by these assemblies were in excess 
of the powers conferred by the charter; and if the statutes 
were found to be in excess, they were held invalid by the 

1 Of these, the Federal Constitntion prevails against all other laws. Federal 
statntes, if made in pursnance of and conformably to the Constitntion, prevail 
against m. and IV. If in excess of the powers granted by the Constitntion, 
they are to that extent invalid. A State constitntion yields to I. and II., bnt 
prevails against the statntes of the State. 

S This happened in the Legal Tender qnestion (see next chapter). Bnt in 
ninety-nine instances out of a hundred, the legal profession and the pnblic • 
admit the correctness, and therewith the authority, of the view which the 
court has taken. The court has itself declared that its declaration of the 
unconstitutionality of a statute must nowise be taken as amounting to a repeal 
of that statnte. See In re Rahrer, 140 U. S. Rep. p. 545. 
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courts, that is to say, in the first instance, by the colonial 
courts, or, if the matter was carried to England, by the Privy 
Council. 1 

When the thirteen American colonies asserted their indepen
dence in 1776, they replaced these old charters by new consti
tutions,' and by these constitutions entrusted their respective 
legislative assemblies with certain specified and limited legis
lative powers. The same question was then liable to recur with 
regard to a statute passed by one of these assemblies. If such a 
statute was in excess of the power which the State constitu
tion conferred on the State legislature, or in any way trans
gressed the provisions of that constitution, it was invalid, and 
acts done under it were void. The question, like any other 
question of law, came for decision before the courts of the 
State. Thus, in 1786, the supreme court of Rhode Island held 
that a statute of the legislature which purported to make a 
penalty collectible on summary conviction, without trial by 
jury, gave the court no jurisdiction, i.e. was invalid, the colo
nial charter, which was then still in force as the constitution 
of the State, having secured the right of trial by jury in all 
cases.' When the Constitution of the United States came into 
operation in 1789, and was declared to be paramount to all 
State constitutions and State statutes, no new principle was 
introduced; there was merely a new application, as between 
the nation and the States, of the old doctrine that a subordi
nate and limited legislature cannot pass beyond the limits fixed 
for it. It was clear, on general principles, that a State law 
incompatible with a duly enacted Federal law must give way; 
the only question was: What courts are to pronounce upon the 

1 The lame thing happena even now 88 regards the British colonies. The 
queotlon WB8 lately argued before the Privy Council whether the legislature of 
the Dominion of Canada, created by the British North. America Act of 1867 
(an imperial statnte), liad power to eninguish the right of appeal from the 
aopreme court of Canada to the British Queen in council. 

S Connecticut and Rhode Island, however, went on nnder the old charters, 
with which they were well content. See 88 to this whole snbject, Chapter 
XXXVn., on State Constltntlona. 

I In the case nf Tr""ett v. Weeden, the first case of importance in which a 
legislative act was held unconatitutional for incompatibility with a State con
stitution, althongh the doctrine seems to have been laid down by the supreme 
eoart of New Jersey In Holme. v. Walton (1780), 88 well 88 In Virginia in 
1782, and In New York In 17M. See Judge Elliott's article ia Polilical Sciellce 
Quarterl,l for June 1890, p. 233. 
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question whether such incompatibility exists? Who is to 
decide whether or no the authority given to Congress has been 
exceeded, and whether or no the State law contravenes the 
Federal Constitution or a Federal statute? 

In 1181 the only pre-existing courts were the State courts. 
If a case coming before them raised the point whether a State 
constitution or statute was inconsistent with the Federal Con
stitution or a statute of Congress, it was their duty to decide 
it, like any other point of law. But their decision could not 
safely be accepted as final, because, being themselves the off
spring of, and amenable to the State governments, they would 
naturally tend to uphold State laws against the Federal Consti
tution or statutes. Hence it became necessary to call in courts 
created by the central Federal authority and co-extensive with 
it-that is to say, those Federal courts which have been 
already described. The matter seems complicated, because 
we have to consider not only the superiority of the Federal 
Constitution to the Federal legislature but also the superiority 
of both the Federal Constitution and Federal statutes to all 
State laws. But the principle is tJ:te same and equally simple 
in both sets of cases. Both are merely instances of the doc-

It.rine, that a law-making body must not exceed its powers, and 
that when it has attempted to exceed its powers, its so-called 
statutes are not laws at all, and cannot be enforced. . 

In America the supreme law-making power resides in the 
people. Whatever they enact is universally binding. All 
other law-making bodies are subordinate, and the enactments 
of such bodies must conform to the supreme law, else they 
will perish at its touch, as a fishing smack goe~ down before 
an ocean steamer. And these subordinate enactments, if at 
variance with the supreme law, are invalid from the first, 
although their invalidity may remain for years unnoticed or 
unproved. It' can be proved only by the decision of a court in 
a case which :raises the point for determination. The phe
nomenon cannot arise in a country whose legislature is omnip
otent, but naturally 1 arises wherever we find a legislature 

1 I do not say .. necessarily," becanse there are countries on the European 
continent where, although there exists a constitution superior to the legislature, 
the courts are not allowed to hold a legislative act invalid, because the legis
lature Is deemed to have the ri~ht of taking its own view of the constitution. 
This seems to be the case both in France and in Switzerland. So in the Ger-
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limited by a superior authority, such as a constitution which 
the legislature cannot alter. 

In England the judges interpret Acts of Parliament exactly 
as American judges interpret statutes coming before them. If ~ 
they find an Act conflicting with a decided case, ~hey prefer 
the Act to the case, as being of higher authority. As between . 
two conflicting Acts, they prefer the latter, because it is the 
last expression of the mind of Parliament. If they misinter
pret the mind of Parliament, i.e. if they corustl"Ue an Act in a 
sense which Parliament did not really intend, their decision is 
nevertheless valid, and will usually be followed by other courts 
of the same rank until Parliament speaks its mind again by 
another Act. The only difference between their position and 
that of their American brethren is that they have never to 
distinguish betwee~ the authority of one enactment and of 
another,otherwise than by looking to the date, and that they 
have therefore never to inquire whether an Act of Parliament 
was invalid when first passed. Invalid it could not have been, 
because Parliament is omnipotent, and Parliament is omnipo
tent because Parliament is deemed to be the people. Parlia,. 
ment is not a body with delegated or limited authority. The 
whole fulness of popular power dwells in it. The whole 
nation is supposed to be present within its walls. l Its will is 
law i or, as Dante says in a famous line, "its will is power." 

There is a story told of an intelligent Englishman who, having 
heard that the Supreme Federal Court was created to protect 
the Constitution, and had authority given it to annul bad laws, 
spent two days in huntiug up and down the Federal Constitu
tion for the provisions he had been told to admire. No won-

me Empire the Reichakammergericbt cannot question an act of tbe imperial 
legislature i ed In Belgium, thongh It baa been thought that the courta 
~ Inch a power, It II now held that they do not possess it. 

I "Che old writers eay that the reason why an Act of Parliament requires no 
pu blie notification In the country II becanse it is deemed to be made by the 
wbole nation, 80 that every person i8 present at tbe making of it. It Is cer
tainly troe that the orthodox legal view of Parliament never regard8 It 88 

enrcl8iog powers tbat cao In any sense be called delegated. A remarkable 
8l<Bmple of the power whicb Parliament can 8l<ert 88 an ultimately and com
pletely sovereign body Is afforded by the Septennial Act (1 Geo. I. st. 2, cap. 
38). By thl •• tatute a Parliament In wbich the Honse of Commons bad been 
elected for three years only. nnder the Triennial Act tben in force, prolonged 
not only the possible duration of future Parliameota bot Ita own term to seven 
years, taking to Itself fonr years of power which the electors had not given It. 
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der h'e did not find them, for there is not a word in the 
Constitution on the subject. The powers of the Federal 
courts are the same as those of all other courts in civilized 
countries, or rather they differ from those of other courts by 
defect and not by excess, being limited to certain classes of 
cases. The so-called "power of annulling an unconstitu
tional statute" is a duty rather than a power, and a duty 
incumbent on the humblest State court when a case raising 
the point comes before it no less than ~n the Supreme Federal 
Court at Washington. When therefore people talk, as they, 
sometimes do, even in the United, States, of the Supreme 

I 
court as "the guardian of the Constitution,': they mean noth
ing more than that it is the final court of appeal, before which 
suits involving constitutional questions may be brought up by 
the parties for decision. In so far the phrase is legitimate. 
But the functions of the Supreme court are the same in kind 
as those of all other courts, State as well as Federal. Its duty 
and theirs is simply to declare and apply the law; and where 
any court, be it a State court of first instance, or the Federal 
court of last instance, finds a law of lower authority clashing 
with a law of higher 'authority, it must reject the former; as 
being really' no law, and enforce the latter. 

It is therefore 'no mere technicality to point out that the 
American judges do not, as Europeans are apt to say, "control 
the legislature," but simply interpret the law. The word 
" control" is misleading, because it implies that the person or 
body of whom it is used possesses and exerts discretionary per
sonal Will. Now the American judges have no will in the 
matter any more than has an English court when it interprets 
an Act of Parliament. The will that prevails is the will of 
the people, expressed in the Constitution which they had en
acted. All that the judges have to do is to discover from the 
enactments before them what the will of the people is, and 
apply that will to the facts of a given case. The more general 
or ambiguous the language which the people ha,!e used, so 
much the more difficult is the task of interpretation, so much 
greater the need for ability and integrity in the judges. But 
the task is always the same in its nature. The judges have 
no concern with the motives or the results of an enactment, 
otherwise than as these may throw light on the sense in which 
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the enacting authority intended it. It would be a breach of 
duty for them to express, I might almost say a breach of duty 
to entertain, an opinion on its policy except so far as its policy 
explains its meaning. They may think a statute excellent in 
purpose and working, but if they canpot find in the Constitu
tion a power for Congress to pass it, they must brush it aside 
as invalid. They may deem another statute pernicious, but if , 
it is 1Iithin the powers of Congress, they must enforce it. TO) 
construe the law, that is, to elucidate the will of the people as 
II11preme lawgiver, is the beginning and end of their duty. 
And if it be suggested that they may overstep their duty, 
and may, seeking to make themselves not the exponents but 
the masters of the Constitution, twist and pervert it to suit 
their own political views, the answer is that such an exercise 
of judicial will would rouse the distrust and displeasure of the 
nation, and might, if persisted in, provoke resistance to the law 
as laid down by the court, possibly an onslaught upon the 
court itself. 

To insist upon the fact that the judiciary of the United States 
are not the masters of the Constitution but merely its inter
preters is not to minimize the importance of their functions, but 
to indicate their true nature. The importance of those func
tions can hardly be exaggerated. It arises from two facts. 
One is that as the Constitution cannot easily be changed, a 
bad decision on its meaning, i.e. a decision which the general 
opinion of the profession condemns, may go uncorrected. In 
England, if a court has construed a statute in a way unintended 
or unexpected, Parliament sets things right next session by 
amending the statute, and 80 prevents future decisions to the 
same effect. But American history shows only one instance in 
which an unwelcome decision on the meaning of the Constitu
tion has been thus dealt with, viz. the decision, that a State 
could be sued by a private citizen,) which led to the eleventh 
amendment, whereby it was declared that the Constitution 
should not cover a case which the court had held it did cover. 

The other fact which makes the function of an American 
judge 80 momentons is the brevity, the laudable brevity, of the. 

) See the lMt ~ug c:bapter. The doctrine of tbe I>red 800" case (of 
wbieb more anon) wu lie' aside by the fourteentb amendment, but tbat amend
IDeAl wu InleDded &0 ellec& ~uch more \baD mereJy &0 cornet the CIIIlR. 
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ConstitUtion. The words of that instrument are general, lay
ing down a few large principles. The cases which will arise 
as to the. construction of these general words cannot be foreseen 
till they arise. When they do arise the generality of the words 
leaves open to the interpreting judges a far wider field than is 
afforded by ordinary statutes which, since they treat of one 
particular subject, contain enactments comparatively minute 
and precise. Hence, although the duty of a court is only to 
interpret, the considerations affecting interpretation are more 
numerous than in the case of ordinary statutes, more delicate, 
larger in their reach and scope. They· sometimes need the 
exercise not merely of legal acumen and judicial fairness, but 
of a comprehension of the nature and methods of government 
which one does not demand from the European judge who walks 
in the narrow path traced for him by ordinary statutes. It is 
therefore hardly an exaggeration to say that the American 
Constitution as it now stands, with the mass of fringing deci
sions which explain it, is a far more complete and finished in
strument than it was when it came fire-new from the hands of 
the Convention. It is not merely their work but the work of 
the judges, and most of all of one man, the great Chief-Justice 
Marshall. 

The march of democracy in England has disposed English 
writers and politicians of the very school which thirty or 
twenty years ago pointed to America as a terrible example, 
now to discover that her republic possesses elements of stability 
wanting in the monarchy of the mother country. They lament 
that England should have no supreme court. Some have even 
suggested that England should create one. They do not seem 
to percei '{e that the dangers they discern arise not from the. 
want of a court but from the omnipotence of the British 
Parliament. They ask for a court to guard the British Con
stitution, forgetting that Britain has no constitution, in the 
American sense, ·and never had one, except for a short space 
under Oliver Cromwell. The strongest court that. might be 
set up in England could effect nothing so long as· Parliament 
retains its power to change every part of the law, including 
all the rules and doctrines that are called constitutional. If 
Parliament were to lose that power there would be no need to 
create a supreme court, because the existing judges of the lana 
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would necessarily discharge the very functions which Ameri
can judges now discharge. If Parliament were to be split up 
into four parliaments for EnglUd, Scotland, Ireland, and 
Wales, and a new Federal Assembly were to be established 
with limited legislative powers, powers defined by an instru
ment which neither the Federal Assembly nor any of the four 
parliaments could alter, questions would forthwith arise as to 
the compatibility both of acts passed by the Assembly with 
the provisions of the instrument, and of acts passed by any 
of the four parliaments with those passed by the Assembly. 
These questions would come before the courts and be deter
mined by them like any other question of law. The same 
thing would happen if Britain were to enter into a federal 
pact with her colonies, creating an imperial Council, and 
giving it powers which, though restricted by the pact to 

. certain purposes, transcended those of the British Parliament. 
The interpretation of the pact would belong to the courts, and 
both Parliament and the supposed Council would be bound by 
that interpretation.1 If a new supreme court were created by 
Britain, it would be created not because there do not already 
exist courts capable of entertaining all the questions that 
could arise, but because the parties to the new constitution 
enacted for the United Kingdom, or the British Empire (as 
the case might be), might insist that a tribunal composed of 
persons chosen by some Federal authority would be more 
certaiuly impartial The preliminary therefore to any such 
"judicial safeguard" as has been suggested is the extinction 
of the present British Parliament and the erection of a wholly 
dilIerent body or bodies in its room. 

These observations may suffice to show that there is nothing 
strange or mysterious about the relation of the Federal courts 
to the Constitution. The plan which the Convention of 1181 
adopted is simple, useful, and conformable to general legal 
principles. It is, in the original sense of the word, an elegant 
plan. But it is not novel, as was indeed observed by Hamilton 
in the Federalist. It was at work in the States before the 
Convention of 1781 met. It was at work in the thirteen 
colonies before they revolted from England. It is an applica. 

1 AIBumlujt of course that the power of alterlnjt the pact was reserved to 
oome aothoritJ wperior to ei&ber the Council or Parliament. 

.. 
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tion·of old and familiar legal doctrines. Such novelty as there 
is belongs to the scheme of a Supreme or Rigid constitution, 
reserving the ultimate power to the people, and limiting in 
the same measure the power of a legislature. 1 

It is nevertheless true that there is no part of the American 
system which reflects more credit on its authors or has worked 
better in practice. It has had the advantage of relegating 
questions not only intricate and delicate, but peculiarly liable 
to excite political passions, to the cool, dry atmosphere of 
judicial determination. The relations of the central Federal 
power to the States, and the amount of authority which Con
gress and the President are respectively entitled to exercise, 
have been the most permanently grave questions in American 
history, with which nearly every other political problem has 
become entangled. If they had been left to be settled by 
Congress, itself an interested party, or by any dealings between· 
Congress and the State legislatures, the dangers of a conflict 
would have been extreme, and instead of one civil war there 
might have been several. But the universal respect felt for 
the Constitution, a respect which grows the longer it stands, 
has disposed men to defer to any decision which seems honestly 
and logically to unfold the meaning of its terms. In obeying 
such a decision they are obeying, not the judges, but the people 
who enacted the Constitution. To have foreseen that the power 
of interpreting the Federal Constitution and statutes, and of 
determining whether or no State constitutions and statutes 
transgress Federal provisions, would be sufficient to prevent 
struggles between the National goverument and the State gov
ernments, required great insight and great faith in the sound
ness and power. of a principle. While the Constitution was 

1 So Mr. Wilson observed (speaking of the State constitutions) in the Penn
sylvania Conventiou of 1788: .. Perhaps some politician who has not considered 
with sufficient accuracy our political systems woold observe that in our gov
ernments the snpreme power was vested in the constitntions. This o~inion 
approaches the troth, bnt does not reach it. The troth is that in our govern
ments the supreme, absolute, and uncontrollable power remaim in the people. 
As our constitutions are superior to our legislatures, so the people are snperior 
to our constitutions." - Elliot's Debate8, ii.432-

Mr. M'Kean, speaking in the same convention, quoted Locke's Civil G0v
ernment (c. 2, § 140, and c. 13, § 152) as an authority for the proposition that 
the powers of Congress coold be no greater than the positive grant migM 
convey. 

As to Rigid Constitutions, see Chapter XXXI. POle. 
'-
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being framed the suggestion Wll.1j made, and for: ti seli\cD~ 
likely to be adopted, that a veto 011 the acts of State legl es 
should be conferred upon the Federal Congress. Discussl 
revealed the objections to such a plan. Its introduction would 
have offended the sentiment of the States, always jealous of 
their autonomy; its exercise would have provoked collisions 
with them. The disallowance of a State statute, even if it did 
really offend against the Federal Constitution, would have 
seemed a political move, to be resented by a political counter
move. And the veto would often have been pronounced before 
it could have been ascertained exactly how the State statute 
would work, sometimes, perhaps, pronounced in cases where 
the statute was neither pernicious in itself nor opposed to the 
Federal Constitution. But by the action of the courts the self
love of the States is not wounded, and the decision annuiling 
their laws is nothing but a tribute to the superior authority of 
that supreme enactment to which they were themselves parties, 
and which they may themselves desire to see enforced against 
another State on some not remote occasion. However, the 
idea of a veto by Congress was most effectively demolished hi 
the Convention by Roger Sherman, who acutely remarked that 
a veto would seem to recognize as valid the State statute ob
jected to, whereas if inconsistent with the Constitution it was 
really invalid already and needed no veto. 

By leaving constitutional questions to be settled by the 
courts of law another advantage was incidentally secured. 
The court does not go to meet the question j it waits for the} 
question to come to it. When the court acts it acts at the 
instance of a party. Sometimes the plaintiff or the defendant ./ 
may be the National government or a State government, but 
far more frequently both are private persons, seeking to en
force or defend their private rights. For instance, in the 
famous case I which established the doctrine that a statute 
passed by a State repealing a grant of land to an individual 
made on certain terms by a previolls statute is a law "impair-
ing the obligation of a contract," and therefore invalid, un:ier 
Art. 1. § 10 of the Federal Constitution; the question came 
before the court on an action by one Fletcher against one Peck 
on a covenant llontained in a deed made by the latter; and to 

I FletcAer v. Peck. 6 eraoch. p. 81. 
VOLoI s 
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do justice between plaintiff an~ defendant it was necessary to 
exallline the validity of a statute passed by the legislature of 
Georgia. This method has tb'e merit of not hurrying a ques
tion on, but leaving it to arise of itself. Full legal argument 
on both sides is secured by the private interests which the 
parties have in setting forth their contentions; and the deci
sion when pronounced, since it appears to be, as in fact it is, 
primarily a decision upon private rights, obtains that respect 
and moral support which a private plaintiff or defendant estab
lishing his legal right is entitled to from law-abiding citizens. 
A State might be provoked to resistance if it saw, as soon as 
it had passed a statute, the Federal- government inviting the 
Supreme court to declare that statute invalid. But when the 
Federal authority stands silent, and a year after in an ordinary 
action between Smith and Jones the court decides in favour of 
Jones, who argued that the statute on which the plaintiff relied 
was invalid -because it transgressed some provision of the Con
stitution, everybody feels that Jones was justified in so argu
ing, and that since judgment was given in his favour he must 
be allowed to retain the money which the court has found to 
be his, and the statute which violated his private right must 
fall to the ground. 

This feature has particularly excited the admiration of 
Continental critics. To an Englishman it seems perfectly 
natural, because it is exactly in this way that much of English 
constitutional law has been built up. The English courts had 
indeed no rigid documentary constitution by which to test the 
ordinances or the executive acts of the Crown, and their deci. 
sions on constitutional points have often been pronounced in 
proceedings to which the Crown or its ministers were parties. 
But they have repeatedly established principles of the greatest 
moment by jUdgments delivered in cases where a· private 
interest was involved, grounding themselves either on a statute 
which they interpreted or on some earlier decision.' Lord 
Mansfield's famous declaration that slavery was legally impos
sible in Englapd was pronounced in such a private case. Stock
dale v. Hansard, in which the law regarding the publishing of 

1 The independence of the Engli~h judges (since the Revolution) and of the 
American Federal judges has of course largely contributed to make them trusted, 
aDd to make them act worthily of the trust reposed in them. 
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debates in Parliament was settled, was an action by a private 
person againt printers. The American method of settling con
stitutional questions, like all other legal questions, in actions 
between private parties, is therefore no new device, but a part 
of that priceless heritage of the English Common Law which 
the colonists carried with them across the sea, and which they 
have preserved and developed in a manner worthy of its own 
free spirit and lofty traditions. 

Those err who suppose that the functions above described as 
pertaining to the American courts are peculiar and essential 
to a Federal government. These functions are not peculiar to 
a federation, because the distinction of fundamental laws and 
i;-ferior laws may exist equally well in a unified government, 
did exist in each of the thirteen colonies up till 1776, did 
exist in each of the thirteen States from 1776 till 1789, does 
exist in every one of the forty-four States now. Nor are they 
essential, because a federation may well be imagined in which 
the central or national legislature should be theoretically sover
eign in the same sense and to the same full extent as is the 
British Parliament.l The component parts of any confederacy 
will no doubt be generally disposed to place their respective 
State rights under the protection of a compact unchangeable by 
the nationallegislatllre. But they need not do so, for they may 
rely on the command which as electors they have over that 
legislature, and may prefer the greater energy which a sover
eign legislature promises to the greater security for State rights 
which a limited legislature implies. In the particular case of 
America it is abnndantly clear that if there had been in 1787 
no States jealous of their powers, but an united nation creating 
for itself an improved frame of government, the organs of that 
government would have been limited by a fundamental law just 
as they have in fact been, because the nation, distnlsting the 
agents it was creating, was resolved to fetter them by reserv
ing to itself the ultimate and over-riding sovereignty. 

The case of Switzerland shows that the American plan is not 
the only one possible to a federation. The Swiss Federal Court, 

lit would appear that In the Acblll8D League the Assembly (wbich voted by 
cities) was aoverelgu, and could by ita vota vary tbe terms of the federal ar
raugementa between the cities forming tbe federation; altbougb the scantiness 
of oor data and wbat may be called tbe want of legal-mindedn ..... Rmong tbe 
Oreeka make tbla and aImiIar qnestions not 888y of determination. 
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while instituted in imitation of the American, is not the only 
authority competent to determine whether a Cantonal law is 
void because inconsistent with the Federal Constitution, for in 
some cases recourse must be had not to the Court but to the 
Federal Council, which is a sort of executive cabinet of the Con
federation. And the Federal Court is bound to enforce every 
law passed by the Federal legislature, even if it violate the 
Constitution. In other words, the Swiss Constitution has 
reserved some points of Cantonal law for an authority not 
judicial but political, and has made the Federal legislature the 
sole judge of its own powers, the authorized interpreter of the 
Constitution, and an interpreter not l~ely to proceed on purely 
legal grounds.l To an English or Ame~ican lawyer the Swiss 
copy seems neither so consistent with sound theory nor so safe 
in practice as the American original. But the statesmen of 
Switzerland felt that a method fit for America might be ill
fitted for their own country, where the latitude given to the 
executive is greater; and the Swiss habit of cop-stantly recur
ring to popular vote makes it less necessary to restrain the 
legislature by a permanently enacted instrument. The politi
cal traditions of the European continent differ widely from 
those of England and America; and the Federal Judicature is 
not the only Anglo-American institution which might fail to 
thrive anywhere but in its native soil. 

I See upon this fascinating subject, the provisions of the Swiss Federal Con
stitution of 1874, arts. 102, 110, and 114; also Dubs, DatJ oejfentliche Reeht der 
Schweizerischen Eidgenossenschaft, and a valuable pamphlet by M. Ch. Sol- . 
dan, entitled Du, r8Cours de Droit Public au Tribunal F~deral; BlUe, 1886. 
Dr. Dubs was himself the anthor of the plan whereby the Federal legislature 
is made the arbiter of its own constitutional powers. 



CHAPTER XXIV 

TIlE WORKING OJ!' THE COURTS 

THOBE readel'll who have followed thus far the account given 
of the Federal courts have probably asked themselves how 
judicial authorities can sustain the functions which America 
requires them to discharge. It is -plain that judges, when 
Bucked into the vortex of politics, must lose dignity, imparti
ality, and influence. But how can judges keep out of politics, 
when political issues raising party passions come before them? 
Must not constitutional questions, questions as to the rights 
under the Constitution of the Federal government against the 
States, and of the branches of the Federal government against 
one another, frequently involve momentous political issues? 
In the troublous times during which the outlines of the English 
Constitution were settled, controversy often raged round the 
courts, because the decision of contested points lay in their 
hands. When Charles L could not induce Parliament to admit 
the right of levying contributions which he claimed, and Par
liament relied on the power of the purse as its defence against 
Charles I., the question whether ship-money could lawfully be 
levied was vital to both parties, and the judges held the balance 
of power in their hands. At that moment the law could not 
be changed, because the Houses and the king stood opposed: 
hence everything turned on the interpretation of the existing 
law. In America the Constitution is at all times very hard to 
change: much more then must political issues turn on its 
interpretation. And if this be so, must not the interpreting 
court be led to assume a control over the executive and legis
lative branches of the government, since it has the power of 
declaring their acta illegal ? 

There is ground for these criticisms. The evil they point to 
has occurred and may recur. But it occurs very rarely, and 
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may be averted by the same prU(l~nce which the courts have 
hitherto generally shown. The causes which have enabled the 
Federal courts to avoid it, and to maintain their dignity and 
influence almost unshaken, are the following:-

I. The Supreme. court - I speak of the Supreme court 
because its conduct has governed that of inferior Federal courts 
-has steadily refused to interfere in purely political ques
tions. Whenever it finds any discretion given to the President, 
any executive duty imposed on him, it considers the manner in 
which he exercises his discretion and discharges the duty to be 
beyond its province. Whenever the Constitution has conferred 
a power of legislating upon Congress, the court declines to 
inquire whether the use of the power was in the case of a par
ticular statute passed by' Congress either necessary or desir
able, or whether it was exerted in a prudent manner, for it 
holds all such matters to be within the exclusive province of 
Congress . 

.. In measures exclusively of a political, legislative, or executive char
acter, it is plain that as the supreme authority as to these questions 
belongs to the legislative and executive departments, they cannot be re
examined elsewhere. Thus Congress, having the power to declare war, 
to levy taxes, to appropriate money, to regulate intercourse and com
merce with foreign nations, their mode of executing these powers can 
never become the subject of re-examiuation in any other tribunal. So 
the power to make treaties being confided to the President and Senate, 
when a treaty is properly ratified, it becomes the law of the land, and no 
other tribunal can gainsay its stipulations. Yet cases may readily be 
imagined in which a tax may be laid, or a treaty made upon motives and 
grounds wholly beside the intention of the Constitution. The remedy, 
however, in such cases is solely by an appeal to the people at the eleo
tions, or by the salutary power ·of amendment provided by the Constitu
tion itself." 1 

Adherence to this principle has enabled the court to avoid an 
immixture in political strife which must have destroyed its 
credit, has deterred it from entering the political arena, where 
it would have been weak, and enabled it to act without fear in 
the sphere of pure law, where it is strong. Occasionally, how
ever, as I shall explain presently, the court has come into col
lision with the executive. Occasionally it has been required 
to give decisions which have worked with tremendous force on 

1 Story, Commentarie3 on the Comtitution, § 374. 
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politics. The most famous of these was the Dred Scott case, I 
in which the Supreme court, on an action by a negro for assault 
and battery against the person claiming to be his master, de
clared that a slave taken temporarily to a free State and to a 
Territory in which Congress had forbidden slavery, and after
wards returning into a slave State and resuming residence 
there, was not a citizen capable of suing in the Federal courts 
if by the law of the slave State he was still a slave. This was 
the point which actually called for decision j but the majority 
of the court, for there was a dissentient minority, went further, 
and delivered a variety of dicta on various other points touch
ing the legal status of negroes and the constitutional view of 
slavery. This judgment, sin~ the language used in it seemed 
to cut off the hope of a settlement by the authority of Congress 
of the then (1857) pending disputes over slavery and its exten
sion, did much to precipitate the Civil War. 

Some questions, and among them many which involve politi
cal issues, can never come before the Federal courts, because 
they are not such as are raisable in an action between parties. 
Of those which might be raised, some never happen to arise, 
while others do not present themselves in an action till some 
time after the statute has been passed or act done on which 
the court is called to pronounce. By that time it may happen 
that the warmth of feeling which expressed itself during de
bate in Congress or in the country has passed away, while the 
judgment of the nation at large has been practically pro
nounced upon the issue. 

II. Looking upon itself as a pure organ of the law, com
missioned to do justice between man and man, but to do 
nothing more, the Supreme court has steadily refused to decide 
abstract questions, or to give opinions in advance by way of 
advice to the executive. When, in 1793, President Washing
ton requested its opinion on the construction of the treaty of 
1778 with France, the judges declined to comply. 

This restriction of the court's duty to the determination of 
concrete cases arising in suits has excited 80 much admiration 

I Scott v. SandflWd. 19 How. 393. There fa an Immenae literature about 
thIa _. the legal pointAllnvolved 10 which are too nnmeroua and technical to 
be bere 8tA1ted. n is noticeable tbat the sting of tbe decision lay ratber 10 the 
obiW elida than 10 the determination 01 the main qneetion Iovolved. 
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from Tocqueville and other writers;. that the corresponding 
disadvantages must be stated. They are these:-

To settle at once and for ever a disputed point of constitu
tionallaw would often be a gain both to private citizens and 
to the organs of the government. Under the present system 
there is no certainty when, if ever, such a point will be settled. 
Nobody may care to incur the trouble and expense of taking 
it before the court. A suit which raises it may be compro
mised or dropped. 

When such a question, after perhaps the lapse of years, 
conies before the Supreme court and is determined, the deter
mination may be different from what the legal profession has 
expected, may alter that which has been believed to be the 
law, may shake or overthrow private interests based upon 
views now declared to be erroneous.1 These are, no doubt, 
drawbacks incident to every system in which the decisions of 
courts playa great part. There are many points in the law 
of England which are uncertain even now, because they have 
never come before a court of high authority, or, having been 
decided in different ways by co-ordinate courts, have not been 
carried to the final court of appeal. But in England, if the 
inconvenience is grel!-t, it can be removed by an Act of Parlia
ment, and it can hardly be so great as it may be in America, 
where, since the doubtful point may be the true construction 
of the fundamental law of the Union, the President and Con
gress may be left in uncertainty as to how they shall shape 
their course. With the best wish in the world to act COD

formably to the Constitution, these authorities have no means 
of ascertaining before they act what, in the view of its author
ized interpreters, the true meaning of the Constitution is. 
Moved by this consideration, seven States of the Union have by 
their Constitutions empowered the governor or legislature to 
require the written opinions of the judges of the highest State 
court on points submitted to them.B But the President of the 

1 The Dred Scott decision in 1851 declared the Missouri compromise, carried 
out by Act of Congress in 1820, to have been beyond the powers of Congress, 
which, to be sure, had virtually repealed it in the year 1854 by the Kan
sas-Nebraska legislation. Decisions have been given on the fourteenth and 
fifteenth amendments upsetting or qualifying congressional legislation passed 
years before. 

2 See Chapter XXXVII. post. There exists a similar provision in the stat
ute of 1875, creating the Supreme Court of Canada, and the Government 
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United States can only consult his attorney-general,! and:- the 
Houses of Congress have no legal adviser, though to be sure 
they are apt to receive a profusion of advice from their own 
legal members. 

ilL Other causes which have sustained the authority of 
the court by saving it from immersion in the turbid pool 
of politics, are the strength of professional feeling among 
American lawyers, the relation of the bench to the bar, 
the power of the legal profession in the country. The keen 
interest which the profession takes in the law secures a 
large Dumber of acute and competent critics of the inter
pretation put upon the law by the judges. Such men form 
& tribunal to whose opinion the judges are sensitive, and 
all the more sensitive because the judges, like those of Eng
land, but unlike tholle of continental Europe, have been them
selves practising counsel. The better lawyers of the United 
States do Dot sink their professional sentiment and opinion 
in their party sympathies. They know good law even when 
it goes against themselves, and privately condemn as bad 
law a decision none the less because it benefits their party or 
their client. The Federal judge who has recently quitted the 
ranks of the bar remains in sympathy with it, respects its. 
views, desires its approbation. Both his inbred professional 
habits, and his respect for those traditions which the bar 
prizes, restrain him from prostituting his office to party 
objects. Though he has usually been a politician, and owes 
his promotion to his party, his political trappings drop off 
him when he mounts the Supreme bench. He has now 
nothing to fear from party displeasure, because he is irre
movable (except by impeachment), nothing to hope from 
party favour, because he is at the top of the tree and can 
climb no higher. Virtue has all the external conditions in 
her favour. It is true that virtue is compatible with the 
of Ireland Bill Introduced Into the Hon88 of Commonl in 1886, bnt defeated 
there, contain;;.i (§ 25) a r.rorision enabling the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland or a 
8"" ... tary of State to re er a question for opinion to the judicial committee of 
the Privy Council. In the Home Rule Bill of 11193 this provision real'peared in 
the modified fOnD of a power to obtain, in urgent cases, the opimon of the 
Judicial Committee on the ooDBtltntlonality of an Act passed by the Jrish 
legislature. 

1 Tbe President aometimes, for the benefit of the public, publishes the writ;. 
ten opiuion of the attomey-general on an Important and doubtful point; but 
auch an opinion haa no more authority than what it may derive hom the pro-
1euiooal eminence of that oltice •. 
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1, 
desire to extend the power and jurisdiction of the court. But 
even allowing that this motive ',may occasionally sway the 
judicial mind, the circumstances which surround the action 
of a tribunal debarred from initiative, capable of dealing 
only with concrete cases that come before it at irregular 
intervals, unable to appropriate any of the sweets of power 
other than power itself, make a course of systematic usur
pation more difficult and less seductive than it would be to 
a legislative assembly or an executive council. As the re
spect of the bench for the bar tends to keep the judges in 
the straight path, so the respect and regard of the bar for 
the bench, a regard grounded on the sense of professional 
brotherhood, ensure the moral influence of the court in the 
country. The bar has usually been very powerful in America, 
not only as being the only class of educated men who are 
at once men of affairs and skilled speakers, but also because 
there has been no nobility or territorial aristocracy to over
shadow it.l Politics have been largely in its hands; and 
must remain so as long as political questions continue to 
be involved with the interpretation of constitutions. For 
the first sixty or seventy years of the Republic the leading 
statesmen were lawyers, and the lawyers as a whole moulded 
and led the public opinion of the country. Now to the 
better class of American lawyers law was a sacred science, 
and the highest court which dispensed it a sort of Mecca, 
towards which the faces of the faithful turned. Hence every 
constitutional case before the Supreme court was closely 
watched, the reasonings of. the court studied, and its decisions 
appreciated as law apart from their bearing on political doc
trines. I have heard elderly men describe the interest with 
which, in their youth, a famous advocate who had gone to 
Washington to argue a case before the Supreme court was 
welcomed by the bar of his own city on his return, how 
the rising men crowded round him to hear what he had 
to tell of the combat in that arena where the best intellects 
of the nation strove, how the respect which he never failed to 
express for the ability and impartiality of the court com
municated itself to them, how admiration bred acquiescence, 

1 See Chapter XCVII. post. Professional interest in law seems to have heen 
stronger in the last generation than it is now. 
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and the whole profession aecepted expositions of the law 
unexpected by many, perhaps unwelcome to most. When it 
was felt that the judges had honestly sought to expound 
the Constitution, and when the cogency of their reasonings 
was admitted, resentment, if any there had. been, passed 
away, and the support which the bar gave to the court en
sured the obedience of the people. 

That this faetor in the maintenance of judicial influence 
proved so potent was largely due to the personal eminence of 
the judges. One must not call that a result of fortune which 
was the result of the wisdom of successive Presidents in choos
ing capable men to sit on the supreme Federal bench. Yet one 
man was so singularly fitted for the office of chief justice, and 
rendered such incomparable services in it, that the Americans 
have been wont to regard him as a special gift of favouring 
Providence. This was John Marshall, who presided over the 
Supreme court from 1801 till his death in 1835 at the age of 
eighty, and whose fame overtops that of all other American 
judges more than Papinian overtops the jurists of Rome or 
Lord Mansfield the jurists of England. No other man did half 
80 much either to develop the Constitution by expounding it, 
or to secure for the judiciary its rightful plaee in the govern
ment as the living voice of the Constitution. Noone vindicated 
more strenuously the duty of the court to establish the author
ity of the fundamental law of the land, no one abstained more 
scrupulously from trespassing on the field of executive admin
istration or political controversy. The admiration and respect 
which he and his colleagues won for the court remain its bul
wark: the traditions which were formed under him and them 
have continued in general to guide the aetion and elevate the 
sentiments of their successors. 

Nevertheless, the court has not always had smooth seas to 
navigate. It has more than once been shaken by blasts of 
unpopularity. It has not infrequently found itself in conflict 
with other authorities. 

The first attacks arose out of its decision that it had juris
diction to entertain suits by private persons against a State.! . 
This point was set at rest by the eleventh amendment; but the 
States then first learnt to fear the Supreme court as an antag· 

1 Chllholm Y. Georgia, see above, p. 235. 
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onist. In 1801, in an applicatiori. requiring the secretary of 
state to deliver a commission, it declared itself to have the 
power to compel an executive officer to fulfil a ministerial duty 
affecting the rights of indi viduals.1 Preside~t Jefferson pro
tested angrily against this claim, but it has been repeatedly re
asserted, and is now undoubted law. It was in this same case 
that the court first explicitly asserted its duty to treat as in
valid an Act of Congress inconsistent with the Constitution. 
In 1805 its independence was threatened by the impeachment 
of Justice Chase, the aim of the Republican (Democratic) 
party then dominant in Congress being to set a precedent for 
ejecting, by means of impeachment, judges (and especially 
Chief.Justice Marshall), whose attitude on constitutional ques
tions they condemned. The acquittal of Chase dispelled this 
danger: nor could John Randolph, who then led th~ House, 
secure the acceptance of an amendment to the Constitution 
which he thereupon proposed for enabling the President to re
move Federal judges on an address of both Houses of Congress. 
In 1806 the court for the first time pronounced a State statute 
void; in 1816 and 1821 it rendered decisions establishing its 
authority as a supreme court of appeal from State courts on 

. "federal questions," and unfolding the full meaning of the 
doctrine that the Constitution and Acts of Congress duly 
made in pursuance of the Constitution are the fundamental 
and suprem,e law of the land. This was a doctrine which had 
not been adequately apprehended even by lawyers, and its 
development, legitimate as we now deem it, roused opposition. 
The ultra-Democrats who came. into power under President 
Jackson in 1829, were specially hostile to a construction of the 
Constitution which seemed to trench upon State rights/ and 
when in 1832 the Supreme court ordered the State of Georgia 
to release persons imprisoned under a Georgian statute which 

1 Marbury v. Madison,1 Cranch,l37. Iii this case the court refused to issue 
the mandamus asked for, hut upon the ground that the statute of Congress 
giving to the Supreme court original jurisdiction to issue a mandamus was 
inconsistent with the Constitution. See also Kendal v. Uniled States, 12 
Peters, 616; United States v. Schurz, 102 U. S. 378. 

2 Martin Van Buren (PreSident 1837-41) expressed the feelings of the bulk 
of his party when he complained bitterly of the encroachments of the Supreme 
court, and declared that it would never have heen created had the people fore. 
seen the powers it would acquire. 
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the court declared to be invalid,! Jackson, whose duty it was 
to enforce the decision by the executive arm, remarked, "John 
lfa.rshall has pronounced his judgment: let him enforce it if 
he can." The successful resistance of Georgia in the Cherokee 
dispute I gave a blow to the authority of the court, and marked 
the beginning of a new period in its history, during which, in 
the hands of judges mostly appointed by the Democratic party, 
it made no further advance in power. 

In 1857 the Dred Scott judgment, pronounced by a majority 
of the judges, excited the strongest outbreak of displeasure yet 
witnessed. The Republican party, then rising into strength, 
denounced this decision in the resolutions of the convention 
which nominated Abraham Lincoln in 1860, and its doctrine 
as to citizenship was expressly negatived in the fourteenth 
constitutional amendment adopted after the War of Secession. 

It was feared that the political leanings of the judges who 
·formed the court at the outbreak of the war would induce them 
to throw legal difficulties in the prosecution of the measures 
needed for re-establishing the authority of the Union. These 
fears proved ungrounded, although some contests arose as to 
the right of officers in the Federal army to disregard writs of 
habeas corpus issued by the court.· In 1868, having then be
come Republican in its sympathies by the appointment of new 
members as the older judges disappeared, it tended to sustain 
the congressional plan of reconstruction which President 
Johnson desired to defeat, and in subsequent cases it has 
given effect to most, though not to all, of the statutes passed 
by Congress under the three amendments which abolished 
slavery and secured the rights of the negroes. In 1866 it 
refused to entertain proceedings instituted for the purpose of 
forbidding the President to execute the Reconstl'Uction Acts. 

Two of its later acts are thought by some to have affected 

I ThIa .... only one act In the long struggle of the Cherokee Indians against 
the oppreMive conduct of Georgia-condnct which the conrt emphatically 
cond~mned, thongh 1& proved powerless &0 help the unhappy Cherokees. 

i The matter did DDt rome &0 an absolnte condict, becanse before the time 
arrived fot the conrt &0 direct the United States marshal of the district of 
Georgia &0 summon the po_ comitatu. and the President &0 render assistance 
In liberating the prisoners, the prisoners submitted &0 the State anthorities, 
and were therenpon releASed. They probably believed that the imperious 
"""bon wonld persist In hia hostility &0 the Supreme conrt. 

• Bee E., parle Milligan,' WalL 129. 
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public confidence. One of thes£> was the reversal, first in 1871, 
and again, upon broader but not inconsistent grounds, in 1884, 
of the decision, given in 1870, which declared invalid the Act 
of Congress making government paper a legal tender for debts. 
The original decision of 1870 was rendered by a majority of 
five to three. The court was afterwards changed by the cre
ation of an additional judgeship,! and by the appointment of a 
new member to fill a vacancy which occurred after the settle
ment, though before the delivery, of the first decision. Then 
the question was brought np again in a new case between 
different parties, and decided in the opposite sense (i.e. in 
favour of the power of Congress to pass legal tender Acts) by 
a majority of five to four. Finally, in 1884, another suit hav·" 
ing brought up a point practically the same, though under a 
later statute passed by Congress, the court determined with 
only one dissentient voice that the power existed.1 This last 
decision excited some criticism, especially among the more· 
conservative lawyers, because it seemed to remove restrictions 
hitherto supposed to exist on the authority of Congress, rec
ognizing the right to establish a forced paper currency as an 
attribute of the sovereignty of the national government. But 
·be the decision right or wrong, a point on which high author
ities are still divided, the reversal by the highest court in the 
land of its own previous decision may have tended to nnsettle 
men's reliance on the stability of the law; while the manner 
of the earlier reversal, following as it did on the appointment 
of two new justices, both known to be in favour of the view 
which the majority of the court had just disapproved, disclosed 
a weak point in the constitution of the tribunal which may 
some day prove fatal to its usefulness. 

The other misfortune was the interposition of the court in 
the presidential electoral count dispute of 1877.8 The five 
justices of the Supreme court who were included in the elec
toral commission then appointed voted on party lines no less 
steadily than did the senators and representatives who sat on 

1 Appointed, however, under an Act passed in April 1869. 
!I The earlier decision in favour of the power dednced it from war powers, 

the later from the general sovereignty of the national government. See Hep
burn v. GrillWold, 8 Wall. 603; Legal Tender Calles, l2 Wall. 451; Juilliard 
v. Greenman, 110 U. S. 421. . 

8 See above, Chapter V. 
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it. A function scarcely judicial, and certainly not contem
plated by the Constitution, was then for the first time thrown 
upon the judiciary, and in discharging it the judiciary acted 
exactly like non-judicial persons. 

Notwithstanding this occurrence, which after all was quite 
exceptional, the credit and dignity of the Supreme court stand 
very high. No one of its members has ever been suspected of 
corruption, and comparatively few have allowed their political 
sympathies to disturb their official judgment. Though for 
many years back every President has appointed only men of 
his own party, and frequently leading politicians of his own 
party,J the new-made judge has left partisanship behind him, 
while no doubt usually retaining that bias or tendency of his 
mind which party training produces. When a large majority 
of the judges belong to one party, the other party regret the 
fact, and welcome the prospect of putting in some of their own 
men as vacancies occur; yet the desire for an equal represen
tation of both parties is based, not on a fear that suitors will 
suffer from the influence of party spirit, but on the feeling 
that when any new constitutional question arises it is right 
that the tendencies which have characterized the view of the 
Constitution taken by the Democrats on the one hand and the 
Republicans on the other, should each be duly represented. 

Apart from these constitutional questions, the value of the 
Federal courts to the country at large has been inestimable. 
They have done much to meet the evils which an elective and 
ill-paid State judiciary inflicts on some of the newer and a few 
even of the olcler States. The Federal Circuit and District 
judges, small as are their salaries, are in most States individu
ally superior men to the State judges, because the greater 
security of tenure induces abler men to accept the post. 
Being irremovable, they feel themselves independent of par
tie8 and politicians, whom the elected State judge, holding for 

1 I have heard American lawyers express BUrprise as well as admiration at 
the occasional departureB \D England (as notably \D the case of Lord Justice 
Bolker, who, having been A ttorney-General of one party, WaB, in respect of 
hy eminent merlte, appointed Lord Justice of Appeal by the other) from the 
practice of political appointmente to jndicial office. Such non-political ap
polntmente are however occasionally made tn the Beveral States by the gov
emOrl, or even.(as in the _ of Chief..Justice Redfield of Vermont) by the 
\elPaJature. 
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a limited term, may be tempted to conciliate with a view to 
re-election. Plaintiffs, therefore, when they have a choice of 
suing in a State court or a Federal court, frequently prefer the 
latter; and the litigant who belongs to a foreign country, or 
to a different State from that" in which his opponent resides, 
may think his prospects of an unbiassed decision better "before 
it than before a State tribunal. Nor is it without interest to 
add that Qriminal justice is more strictly administered in the 
Federal courts. 

Federal judgeships of the second and third rank (Circuit 
and District) have been hitherto given to the members of the 
President's party, and by an equally well-established usage, to 
persons resident in the State or States where the circuit or 
district court is held. In 1891, however, a Republican Presi
dent appointed two Democrats to be judges of the new circuit 
courts of appeals, and placed several Democrats on the (tem
porary) Private Land Claims court. Cases of corruption are 
practically unknown, and partisanship has been rare. The 
chief defects "have been the inadequacy of the "salaries, and 
the insufficiency of the staff in the more populous commercial 
States to grapple with the vast and increasing business which 
flows in upon them. So too, in the Supreme court, arrears 
have so accumulated that it is sometimes three years or more 
from the time when a ca,use is entered till the day when it 
comes on for hearing. Some have proposed to meet this evil 
by limiting the right of appeal to cases involving a consider
able sum of money; others would divide the Supreme court 
into two divisional courts for the hearing of ordinary suits, 
reserving for the full court points affecting the construction of 
the Constitution. 

One question remains to be put and answered. 
The Supreme court is the living voice of the Constitution 1 

- that is, of the will of the people expressed in the fundar
mental law they have enacted. It is, therefore, as some one 
has said, the conscience of the people, who have resolved to 
restrain themselves from hasty or unjust action by placing 

1 The Romans called their chief judicial officer the prlBtor, " the liviug voice 
of the civil law"; but as this "civil law" consisted largely of cnstom, he 
naturally enjoyed a wider discretion in moulding and expanding as well as in 
expounding the law than do the American judges, who have a formally enacted 
constitution to guide and restrain them. 
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their representatives under the restriction of a permanent 
law. It is the guarantee of the minority, who, when threat
ened by the impatient vehemence of a majority, can appeal to 
this permanent law, finding the interpreter and enforcer thereof 
in a court set high above the assaults of faction. 

To discharge these momentous functions, the court must be 
stable even as the Constitution is stable. Its spirit and tone 
must be that of the people at their best moments. It must 
resist transitory impulses, and resist them the more firmly the 
more vehement they are. Entrenched behind impregnable 
ramparts, it must be able to defy at once the open attacks of 
the other departments of the goverument, and the more dan
gerous, because impalpable, seductions of popular sentiment. 

Does it possess, has it displayed, this strength and stabil
ity? 

It has not always followed its own former decisions. This 
is natural in a court whose errors cannot be cured by the 
intervention of the legislature. The English final Court of 
Appeal always follows its previous decisions, though high 
authorities have declared that cases may be imagined in which 
it would refuse to do so. And that court (the House of 
Lords) can afford so to adhere, becanse, when an old decision 
begins to be condemned, Parliament can forthwith alter the 
law. But as nothing less than a constitutional amendment 
can alter the law contained in the Federal Constitution, the 
Supreme court must choose between the evil of unsettling the 
law by reversing, and the evil of perpetuating bad law by fol
lowing, a former decision. It may reasonably, in extreme 
il88es, deem the latter evil the greater. 

The Supreme court feels the touch of public opinion. Opin
ion is stronger in America than anywhere else in the world, and 
judges are only men. To yield a little may be prudent, for the 
tree that cannot bend to the blast may be broken. There is, 
moreover, this ground at least for presuming public opinion to 
be right, that through it the progressive judgment of the world 
t8 expressed. Of course, whenever the law is clear, because the 
words of the Constitution are plain or the cases interpreting 
;hem decisive on the point raised, the conrt must look solely to 
;h08e words and cases, and cannot permit any other consider.v 
;ion to affect its mind. But when the terms of the Constitution 

VOL. I T . 



274 THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT PART 1 

admit of more than one construction, and when previous deci
sions have left the true construction so far open that the point 
in question may be deemed new, is a court to be blamed if it 
prefers the construction which the bulk of the people deem 
suited to the needs of the time? A court is sometimes so 
swayed consciously, more often unconsciously, because the per
vasive sympathy of numbers is irresistible even by elderly law
yers. A remarkable example is furnished by the decisions (in 
1876) of the Supreme court in the so-eailed Granger cases, suits 
involving the power of a State to subject railways and other 
corporations or persons exercising what are called "public 
trades" to restrictive legislation without making pecuniary com
pensation.I I do not presume to doubt the correctness of these 
decisions; but they evidently represent a different view of the 
sacredness of private rights and of the powers of a legislature 
from that entertained by Chief-Justice Marshall and hiscontem
poraries. They reveal that current of opinion which now runs 
strongly in America against what are called monopolies ~nd 
the powers of incorporated companies. 

The Supreme court has charrged its colour, i.e. its temper and 
tendencies, from time to time, according to the political procliv
ities of the men who composed it. It changes very slowly, 
because the vacancies in a small body happen rarely, and its com
position therefore often represents the predominance of a past 
and not of the presently ruling party. From 1789 down till the 
death of Chief-Justice Marshall in 1835 its tendency was to the 
extension of the powers of the Federal government, and there
with of its own jurisdiction, because the ruling spirits in it 
were men who belonged to the old Federalist party, though. that 
party fell in 1800, and disappeared in 1814. From 1835 till 
the War of Secession its sympathies were with the doctrines of 
the Democratic party. Without actually abandoning the posi
tions of the previous period, the court, during these years when 
Chief-Justice Taney presided over it, leant against any further 
extension of Federal power or of its own jurisdiction. During 

I See Munn v.Illinois, and the following cases in 94 U. S. Rep. 193 (with which 
compare G. M.&: St. P.R. R. Go. v.Minn., 134 U.S.41Sj and Budd v. N.Y., 12 S.C. 
Reporter, 648). This was one of those cases in which the court felt bound to 
regard not only the view which it took itself of the meaning of the Constitution 
but that which a legislature might reasonably take.- See Chapter XXXIV. post. 
As to the non-liability to make compensation where licences for the sale of Intox
Icants are forbidden, see MlIgler v. Kansas, 123 U. S. Rep. 623. 
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and after the war, when the ascendency of the Republican party 
had begun to change the composition of the court, a third pe
riod opened. Centralizing ideas were again powerful: the vast 
war powers asserted by Congress were in .most instances sup
ported by judicial decision, the rights of States while main
tained (as in the Granger cases) as against private persons or 
bodies, were for a time regarded with less favour whenever they 
seemed to conflict with those of the Federal government. In 
none of these three periods can the judges be charged with any 
prostitution of their functions to party rurposes. Their action 
flowed naturally from the habits of thought they had formed 
before their accession to the bench, and from the sympathy they 
could not but feel with the doctrines on whose behalf they had 
contended. Even on the proverbially upright and impartial 
bench of England the same tendencies may be discerned. There 
are constitutional questions, and questions touching what may 
be called the policy of the law, which would be decided differ
ently by one English judge or by another, not from any con
scious wish to favour a party or a class, but because the views 
which a man holds as a citizen cannot fail to colour his judg
ment even on legal points. 

The Fathers of the Constitution studied nothing more than to 
secure the complete independence of the judiciary. The Pres
ident was not permitted to remove the judges, nor Congress to 
diminish their salaries. One thing only was either forgotten 
or deemed nndesirable, because highly inconvenient, to deter
mine, - the nnmber of judges in the Supreme court. Here 
was a weak point, a joint in the court's armour through which 
a weapon might some day penetrate. Congress having iu 1801, 
pursuant to a power contained in the ConstitutiQIl, established 
sixteen Circuit courts, President Adams, immediately before he 
quitted office, appointed members of his own party to the jus
ticeships thus created. .When President Jefferson came in, he 
refused to admit the validity of the appointments; and the 
newly l'lected Congress, which was in sympathy with him, abol
ished the Circuit courts themselves, since it could find no other 
means of ousting the new justices. This method of attack, 
whose constitutionality has been much doubted, cannot be used 
against the Supreme court, bl'cause that tribunal is directly cre
ated by the Constitution. But as the Constitution does not pre-
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scribe the number of justices, a statute may increase or dimin
ish the number as Congress thinks fit. In 1866, when Congress 
was in fierce antagonism to President Johnson, and desired to 
prevent him from appointing any judges, it reduced the num
ber,. which was then ten, by a statute providing that no vacancy 
should be filled up till the number was reduced to seven. In 
1869, when Johnson had been succeeded by Grant, the number 
was raised to nine, and presently the altered court allowed the 
question of the validity of the Legal Tender Act, just before 
determined, to be reopened. This method is plainly susceptible 
of further and possibly dangerous application. Suppose a Con
gress and President bent on doing something which the Supreme 
court deems contrary to the Constitution. They pass a statute. 
A case arises under it. The court on the hearing of the case 
unanimously declares the statute to be null, as being beyond 
the powers of Congress. Congress forth with passes· and the 
President signs another statute more than doubling the num
ber of the justices. The President appoints ~o the new jus
ticeships men who are pledged to hold the former statute con
stitutional. The Senate confirms his appointments. Another 
case raising the validity of the disputed statute is brought up 
to the court. The new justices outvote the old ones: the stat
ute is held valid: the security provided for the protection of 
the Constitution is gone like a morning mist. 

What prevents such assaults on the fundamental law
assaults which, however immoral in substance, would be per
fectly legal in form? Not the mechanism of government, for 
all its checks have been evaded. Not the conscience of the 
legislature and the President, for heated combatants seldom 
shrink from justifying the means by the end. Nothing but 
the fear of the people, whose broad good sense and attachment 
to the great principles of the Constitution may generally be 
relied on to condemn such a perversion of its forms. Yet if 
excitement has risen high over the country, a majority of the 
people may acquiesce j and then it matters little whether what 
is really a revolution be accomplished by openly violating or 
by merely distorting the forms of law. To the peop~e we 
come sooner or later: it is upon their wisdom and self-restraint 
that the stability of the most cunningly devised scheme of 
government will in the last resort depend. 



CHAPTER XXV 

COMPARISON OJ' THE AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN SYSTEMS 

THE relations to one another of the different branches of the 
government in the United States are so remarkable and so full 
of instruction for other countries, that it seems desirable, even 
at the risk of a little repetition, to show by a comparison with 
the Cabinet or parliamentary system of European countriel;l 
how this complex American machinery actually works. 

The English system on which have been modelled, of course 
with many variations, the systems of France, Belgium, Hol
land, Italy, Germany, Hungary (where, however, the English 
scheme has been compounded with an ancient and very inter
esting native-born constitution), Sweden, Norway, Denmark, 
Spain, and Portugal, as well as the constitntions of the great 
self-governing English colonies in North America, the Cape, 
and Australasia - this English system places at the head of 
the state a person in whose name all executive acts are done, 
and who is (except in France) irresponsible and irremovable. l 

His acts are done by the advice and on the responsibility of 
ministers chosen nominally by him, but really by the repre
sentatives of the people -usually, but not necessarily, from 
among the members of the legislature. The representatives 
are, therefore, through the agents whom they select, the true 
government of the country. When the representative assembly 
ceases to trust these agents, the latter (unless they dissolve 
the legislature) resign, and a new set are appointed. Thus the 
executive as well as the legislative power really belongs to the 
majority of the representative chamber, though in appointing 
agents, an expedient which its size makes needful, it is forced 

1 In the British oolonies the governor Is irremovable by the colony, and 
irresponsible to Ita legislature, though responsible to and removable by the 
home government. 

271 
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to leave in the hands of these agents a measure of discretion 
sufficient to make them appear distinct from it, and sometimes 
to tempt them to acts which their masters disapprove. As the 
legislature is thus in a sense executive, so the executive gov
ernment, the council of ministers or cabinet, is in so far legis
lative that the initiation of measures rests very largely with 
them, and the carrying of measures through the Chamber de
mands their advocacy and counter pressure upon the majority 
of the representatives. They are not merely executive agents 
but also legislative leaders. One may say, indeed, that the 
legislative and executive functions are interwoven as closely 
under this system as under absolute monarchies, such as Impe
rial Rome or modern Russia; and the fact that taxation, while 
effected by means of legislation, is the indispensable engine of 
administration, shows how inseparable are these two appar
ently distinct powers. 

Under this system the sovereignty of the legislature may be 
more or less complete. It is most complete in France; least 
complete in Germany and Prussia, where the power of the 
Emperor and King is great and not declining. But in all these 
countries not only are the legislature and executive in close 
touch with one another, but they settle their disputes without 
reference to the judiciary. The courts of law cannot be in
voked by the executive against the legislature, because ques
tions involving the validity of a legislative act do not come 
before it, since the legislature is either completely sovereign, 
as in England, or the judge of its own competence, as in Bel
gium. +,he judiciary, in other words, does not enter into the 
consideration of the political part of the machinery of -govern
ment. 

This system of so-called cabinet government seems to Euro
peans now, who observe it at work over a large part of the 
world, an obvious and simple system. We are apt to forget 
that it was never seen anywhere till the English developed it 
by slow degrees, and that it is a very delicate system, depend
ing on habits, traditions, and understandings which are not 
easily set forth in words, much less transplanted to a new soil. 

Weare also pl~me to forget how very recent it is. People 
commonly date it' from the reign of King William the Third; 
but it worked very irregularly till the Hanoverian kings came 
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to the throne, and even then it at first worked by means of a 
monstrous system of bribery and place-mongering. In the days 
of George the Third the personal power, of the Crown for a 
while revived and corruption declined.1 The executive head 
of the state was, during the latter decades of the century, a 
factor apart from his ministers. They were not then, as now, 
a mere committee of Parliament dependent upon Parliament, 
but rather a compromise between the king's will and the will 
of the parliamentary majority. They deemed and declared 
themselves to owe a duty to the king conflicting with, some
times overriding, their duty to Parliament. Those phrases of 
abasement before the Crown which when now employed by 
prime ministers amuse us by their remoteness from the reali
ties of the case, then expressed realities. In 1787, when the 
Constitutional Convention met at Philadelphia, the Cabinet 
system of government was in England still immature. It was 
so immature that its true nature had not been perceived.1 And 
although we now can see that the tendency was really towards 
the depression of the Crown and the exaltation of Parliament, 
men might well, when they compared the influence of George 
ilL with that exercised by George 1.,8 argue in the terms of 

1 Corruption was po88lble, because the Honse of Commons did not look for 
Inpport to the nation, Its debates were scantily reported, It had little sense of 
responsibility. An active king was therefore able to &88ert himself against it, 
and to form a party In It, as well as ontside of it, which regarded him as its 
head. Thlo forced the Whigs to throw themselves npon the nation at large; 
the Torlee did the same; corruption withered away; and as Parliament came 
more and more nnder the watchful eye of the people, and responsible to it, the 
Influence of the king declined and vanished. 

I Gouverneur Morris, however, one of the acntest minds in the Convention 
of 1787, remarked there, " Our President will be the British (Prime) Minister. 
U Mr. FOll: had carried his India BiIJ, he wonld have made the Minister the 
King lu form almost as well as in snbstance." - Eiliot's Debates, I. 361. Roger 
Sherman, though he saw the Importance of the Cabinet, looked on It as a mere 
engine In the Crown's hands. "The nation," he observed, In the ConventiDn 
of 1787, "10 In faet governed by the Cabinet conncil, whD are the creatures of 
the Crown. The colUlent of Parliament Is necessary to give sanction to their 
measnres, and this they easily obtain by the Inflnence of the CrDwn In ap
pointing to all Dffices of honDnr and profit!' It must be remembered thai; 
the House of Lord. was far mDre powerful In 1787 than It now Is, nDt Dnly 
II a branch of the leglsllLtnre, but In respect Df the boroughs owned by the 
leading peen: and therefDre the dependence of the ministry on the HDuse Df 
CommoDe wu a le88 prominent featnre of the CDnstitution thlLD It is nDW. 

I George m. had the advantage Df being a natiDnlLl king, whereu bis tw" 
predeceason had been Germana by language and habits lUI well as by blood. 
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Dunning's famous resolution, that "the power of the Crown 
has increased, is increasing, and ought to be diminished." I 

The greatest problem that free peoples have to solve is how 
to enable the citizens at large to conduct or control the execu
tive business of the state. England was in 1787 the only 
nation (the cantons of Switzerland were so small as scarcely 
to be thought of) that had solved this problem, first, by the 
development of a representative system, secondly, by giving 
to her representatives ·a large authority over the executive. 
The Constitutional Convention, therefore, turned its eyes to 
her when it sought to constitute a free government for the 
new nation which the" more perfect union" of the States 
was calling into conscious being. 

Very few of the members of the Convention had been in 
England so as to know her constitution, such as it then was, 
at first hand. Yet there were three sources whence light fell 
upon it, and for that light they were grateful. One was their 
experience in dealing with the mother country since the quar
rel began. They saw in Britain an executive largely influ
enced by the personal volitions of the king, and in its conduct 
of colonial and. foreign affairs largely detached from and inde
pendent of Parliament, since it was able to take tyrannical 
steps without the previous knowledge or consent of Parlia:
ment, and able afterwards to defend those steps by alleging a 

His popularity contributed to his influence in politics. Mrs. Papendiek's Diary 
contains some amusing illustrations of the exuberant demonstrations of "loy
alty .. which he excited. When he went to Weymouth for sea-bathing after 
his recovery from the first serious attack of lunacy, crowds gathered along the 
shore, and bands of music struck up "God save the King" when he ducked 
his head beneath the brine. 

I It is not easy to say when the principle of the absolute dependence of min
isters on a parliamentary majority without regard to the wishes of the Crown 
passed into a settled doctrine. (Needless to say that it has received no for
mally legal recognitio.n, but is merely usage.) The long coincidence during the 
dominance of Pitt and his Tory successors down till 1827 of the wishes and 
interests of the Crown with those of the parliamentary majority prevented 
the question from arising in a practical sbape. Even in 1827 Mr. Canning writes 
to J. W. Croker:-" Am I to uuderstand, then, that you consider the King 
[George IV.] as completely in the hands of the Tory aristocracy as his father, 
or rather as Geor~e II. was in the hands of the Whigs? If so, Geor!(8 III. 
reigned and Mr. Pitt (both father and son) administer~d the Government in 
vain. J have a better opinion of the real vi~our of the Crown when it cbooses 
to put forth it. own st.rength, and I am not without some reliance on the body 
of the people!" - Croker Correspondence, vol. i. p. 368. 
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necessity whereof Parliament, wanting confidential informa
tion, could imperfectly judge. It was in these colonial and 
foreign affairs that the power of the Crown chiefly lay (as, 
indeed, to this day the authority of Parliament over the 
executive is smaller here than in any other department, because 
secrecy and promptitude are more essential), so they could 
not be expected to know for how much less the king counted 
in domestic affairs. Moreover, there was believed to be often 
a secret junto which really controlled the ministry, because 
acting in concert with the Crown; and the ·Crown had power
ful engines at its disposal, bribes and honours, pensions and 
places, engines irresistible by the average. virtue of represen
tatives whose words and votes were not reported, and nearly 
half of whom were the nominees of some magnate.l 

The second source was the legal presentation of the English 
Constitution in scientific text-books, and particularly in Black
stone, whose famous Oommentaries, first published in 1765 
(their substance having been delivered as professorial lectures 
at Oxford in 1758 and several succeeding years), had quickly 
become the standard authority on the subject. Now Black
stone, as is natural in a lawyer who looks rather to the strict 
letter of the law than to the practice which had grown up modi
fying it, describes the royal prerogative in terms more appro
priate to the days of the Stuarts than to those in which he 
wrote, and dwells on the independence of the executive, while 
also declaring the withholding from it of legislative power to 
be essential to freedom.· 

I George In. had pocket boroughs and a strong parliamentary following. 
Hamilton doubted whether the British Constitution could be worked without 
OOITtlption. 

• See Blaek8lone, Commentariea, bk. I. chap. ii. -" Whenever the power 
of making and that of euforcing the laws are uuited together, there can be uo 
public liberty ••• , Where the legislative and executive authority are in dis
tinct hands, the tormer will take care not to entrust the latter with so large a 
power as may tend to the subversion of ita own independence, aod therewith 
of the liberty of the lobject. • •• The Crown cannot of itself begiu any altera.
tion In the present establisbed law; but it may approve or disapprove of the 
alterations .lIg~ested and consented to by the two Houses. The legislative, 
therefore, .. .an not abridge the execotive power of any righte which it now has 
by Jaw without ita own consent." There is no hint here, or in chap. vii. on the 
royal prero~tive, that the royal power of disapproval had not been in fact 
exercised for some fifty yeara. Black8lone does not quote Montesqllieu for 
the partieular proposition that the powers must be separated, but has evi
dently been induenced by him. A little later he cites a famous dictum, .. The 
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The third source was the view of the English Constitution 
given by the political philosophers of the eighteenth century, 
among whom, since he was by far the most important, we need 
look at Montesquleu alone. 

When the famous treatise on The Spirit of Laws appeared in 
1748, a treatise belonging to the small class of books which 
permanently turn the course of human thought, and which, un
like St. Augustine's City of God, turned it immediately instead 
of having to wait for centuries till the hour of its power ar
rived, it dwelt upon the separation of the executive, legisla,. 
tive, and judicial powers in the British Constitution as the 
most remarkable feature of that system. Accustomed to see 
the two former powers, and to some extent the third 'also, ex
ercised by or under the direct control of the French monarch, 
Montesquieu attributed English freedom to their separation.! 
The King of Great Britain then possessed a larger prerogative 
than he has now, and as even then it seemed on paper much 
larger than it really was, it was natural that a foreign observer 
should underrate the executive character of the British Parlia,. 
ment and overrate the personal authority of the monarch. 
Now Montesquieu's treatise was taken by the thinkers of the 
next generation as a sort of Bible of political philosophy. 
Hamilton and Madison, the two earliest exponents of the 
American Constitution they had done so much to create, cite 
it in the Fedei"alist much as the schoolmen cite Aristotle, that 
is, as an authority to which everybody will bow; and Madison 
in particular constantly refers to this separation of the three 
powers as the distinguishing note of a free government. 

These views of the British Constitution tallied with and 
were strengthened by the ideas and habits formed in the 
Americans by their experience of representative government in 
the colonies, ideas and habits which were after all the domi
nant factor in the construction. of their political system. In 
these colonies the executive power had been vested either in 

President Montesquieu, though I trust too hastily, presages that as Rome, 
Sparta, and Carthage have lost their liberty and perished, so the Constitution 
of England will in time lose its liherty-will perish: it will perish whenever 
the legislative power shall become more corrupt than the executive." 

! Locke had already remarked (On Civil Government, chap. xiv.) that" the 
legislative and executive powers are in distinct hands in all moderated mon
archies and well-framed governments." 
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governors Bent from England by the Crown, or in certain Pro
prietors, to whom the English Crown had granted hereditary 
rights in a province. Each representative assembly, while it 
made lawB and voted money for the purposes of its respective 
commonwealth, did not control the governor, because his com
mission issued from the British Crown, and he was responsible 
thereto. A governor had no parliamentary cabinet, but only 
officials responsible to himself and the Crown. His veto on 
acts of the colonial legislature was frequently used; and that 
body, with no means of influencing his conduct other than the 
refusal to vote money, was a legislature and nothing more. 
Thus the Americans found and admired in their colonial (or 
State) systems, a Beparation of the legislative from "the execu
tive branch, more complete than in Englaud; and being already 
proud of their freedom, they attributed its amplitude chiefly to 
this cause. 

From their colonial and State experience, coupled with these 
notions of the British Constitution, the men of 1787 drew three 
conclusions: First, that the vesting of the executive and the 
legislative powers in different hands was the normal and natu
ral feature of a free government. Secondly, that the power 
of the executive was dangerous to liberty, and must be kept 
within well-defined boundaries. Thirdly, that in order to 
check the head of the state it was necessary not only to define 
his powers, and appoint him for a limited period, but also to 
destroy his opportunities of influencing the legislature. Con
cei ving that ministers, as named by and acting under the orders 
of the President, would be his instruments rather than faithful 
representatives of the "people, they resolved to prevent them 
from holding this double character, and therefore forbade 
.. any person holdiug office under the United States" to be a 
member of either House.1 They deemed that in this way thp,V 
had rendered their legislature pure, independent, vigilant, the 
lervant of the people, the foe of arbitrary power. Omnipo-

I In 1700 tbe Englisb Act of SettlemeDt enaete<! tbat " no person who has 
aD office or a place of profit nuder the KiDg &ball be capable of &erviDg as a 
member of the Bonse of Commons." Tbis provisiOD Dever took effect, having 
been repealed b,. the Act • AnDe, c. 8. But the holding of the great majority 
of offices UDder the CroWD Ie DOW, by statute, a disqualificatioD for Bitting In 
tbe Honse of CommoDL See AnsoD, LaID and Owlom 0/ Ike C07l8lilutiQII, 
vol. L p.17t. 
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tent, however, the framers of the Constitution did not mean to 
make it. They were sensible of the opposite dangers which 
might flow from a feeble and dependent executive. The pro
posal made in the first draft of the Constitution that Congress 
should elect the. President, was abandoned, lest he should be 
merely its creature and unable to check it. To strengthen his 
position, and prevent intrigues among members of Congress fo! 
this supreme office, it was settled that the people should them· 
selves, through certain electors appointed for the purpose, 
choose the President. By giving him the better status of a 
popular, though indirect, mandate, he became independent of 
Congress, and was encouraged to use his veto, which a mere 
nominee of Congress might have hesitated to do. Thus it was 
believed in 1787 that a due balance had been arrived at, the 
independence of Congress being secured on the one side and 
the independence of the President on the other. Each power 
holding the other in check, the people, jealous of their hardly
won liberties, would be courted by each, and safe fl'om the en
croachments of either. 

There was of course the risk that controversies as to their 
respective rights and powers would arise between these two 
departments. But the creation of a court entitled to place an 
authoritative interpretation upon the Constitution in which the 
supreme will of the people was expressed, provided a remedy 
available in many, if not in all, of such cases, and a security 
for the faithful observance of the Constitution which England 
did not, and under her system of:an omnipotent Parliament 
could not, possess. 

"They builded better than they knew." They divided the 
legislature from the executive so completely as to make each 
not only independent, but weak even in its own proper sphere. 
The President was debarred from carrying Congress along with 
him, as a popular prime minister may carry Parliament in 
England, to effect some sweeping change. He is fettered in 
foreign policy, and in appointments, by the concurrent rights 
of the Senate. He is forbidden to appeal at a crisis from Con
gress to the country. Nevertheless his office retains a meas
ure of solid independence in the fact that the nation regards 
him as a direct representative and embodiment of its majesty, 
while the circumstance that he holds office for four years only 
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makes it possible for him to do acts of power during those foul' 
years which would excite alarm from a permanent sovereign: 
Entrenched behind the ramparts of a rigid Constitution, he has 
retained rights of which his prototype the English king has 
been g1'adually stripped. Congress on the other hand was 
weakened, as compared with the British Parliament iu which 
one House has become dominant, by its division into two co
equal houses, whose disagreement paralyzes legislative action. 
And it lost that direct control over the executive which the 
presence of ministers in the legislature, and their dependence 
upon a majority of the popular House, give to the Parliaments 
of Britain and her colonies. It has diverged widely from the 
English original which it seemed likely, with only a slight dif
ference, to reproduce. 

The British House of Commons has grown to the stature of 
a supreme executive as well as legislative couucil, acting not 
only by its properly legislative power, but through its right to 
displace ministers by a resolution of want of confidence, and 
to compel the sovereign to employ such servants as it approves. 
Congress remains a pure legislature, unable to displace a min
ister, unable to choose the agents by whom its laws are to be 
carried out, and having hitherto failed to develop that internal 
organization which a large assembly needs in order to frame' 
and successfully pursue definite schemes of policy. Neverthe
less, so far-reaching is the power of legislation, Congress has 
encroached, and may encroach still farther, upon the sphere of 
the executive. It encroaches not merely with a conscious pur
pose, but because the law of its being has forced it to create in 
its committees bodies whose expansion necessarily presses on 
the executive. It encroaches because it is restless, unwearied, 
always drawn by the progress of events into new fields of 
labour. 

These observations may suffice to show why the Fathers of 
the Constitution did not adopt the English parliamentary or 
Cabinet system. They could not adopt it because they did not 
know of its existence. They did not know of it because it 
was still immature, because Englishmen themselves had not 
understood it, because the recognized authorities did not men
tion it. There is not a word in Blackstone, much less in 
Montesquieu, as to the duty of ministers to resign at the bid· 
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ding of the House of Commons, nor anything to indicate that 
the whole life of the House of Commons was destined to 
centre in the leadership of ministers. Whether the Fathers 
would have imitated the cabinet system had it been proposed 
to them as a model may be doubted. They would probably 
have thought that the creation of a frame of government so 
unified, so strong, so capable of swiftly and irresistibly accom
plishing the purposes of a transitory majority as we now 
perceive it to be, might prove dangerous to those liberties of 
the several States, as well as of individual citizens, which 
filled the whole background of their landscape. But as the 
idea never presented itself, we cannot say that it was rejected, 
nor cite the course they took as an expression of their judg
ment against the system under which England and her colonies 
have so far prospered. 

That system could not be deemed to have reached· its ma
turity till the power of the people at large had been established 
by the Reform Act of 1832. For its essence resides in the 
delicate equipoise it creates between the three powers, the 
ministry, the House of Commons, and the people. The House 
is strong, because it can call the ministry to account for every 
act, and can, by refusing supplies, compel their resignation. 
The ministry are not defenceless, because they can dissolve 
Parliament, and ask the people to judge between it and them. 
Parliament, when it displaces a ministry, does not strike at 
executive authority: it merely changes its agents. The min
istry, when they dissolve Parliament, do not attack Parliar 
ment as an institution: they recognize the supremacy of the 
body in asking the country to change the individuals who com
pose it. Both the House of Commons and the ministry act 
and move in the full view of the people, who sit as arbiters, 
prepared to judge in any controversy that may arise. The 
House is in touch with the people, because every member 
must watch the lights and shadows of sentiment which play 
over his own constituency. The ministry are in touch with 
the people, because they are not only themselves representar 
tives, but are heads of a great party, sensitive to its feelings, 
forced to weigh the effect of every act they do upon the con
fidence which their party places in them. The only conjunc
ture which this system of "checks and balances" does Dot 
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provide for is that of a ministry supported by a parliamentary 
majority pursuing a policy which was not presented to the 
people at the last general election, and of which the bulk of 
the people in fact disapprove. l This is a real danger, yet one 
which can seldom last long enough to work grave mischief, 
for the organs of public opinion are now so potent, IID.d the 
opportunities for its expression so numerous, that the anger of 
a popular majority, perhaps even of a very strong minority, is 
almost certain to alarm both the ministry and the House, and 
to arrest them in their course.1 

The drawback to this system of exquisite equipoise is the 
liability of its equilibrium to be frequently disturbed, each dis
turbance involving either a change of government, with immense 
temporary inconvenience to the departments, or a general elec
tion, with immense expenditure of money and trouble in the 
country. It is a system whose successful working presupposes 
the existence of two great parties and no more, parties each 
strong enough to restrain the violence of the other, yet one of 
them steadily preponderant in any given House of Commons. 
Where a third, perhaps a fourth, party appears, the conditions 
are changed. The scales of Parliament oscillate as the weight 
of this detached group is thrown on one side or the other; dis
solutions become more frequent, and even dissolutions may fail 
to restore stability. The recent history of the French Republic 
has shown the difficulties of working a Chamber composed 
of groups: nor is the same source of difficulty unknown in 
England. . 

It is worth while to compare the form which a constitutional 
struggle takes under the Cabinet system and under tha' of 
America. 

In England, if the executive ministry displeases the House 

I The _t IMdlng ease on tbia aobject ill that of Lord BeacoDSfield'B Gov
enurumt from 1876 till 18!1O. 

I" The daDgen arising from a party spirit iJl Parliament exceeding that of 
the Dation, aDd of a aelfiabn_ iJl Parliament contradictiug the troe iJltereat of 
the Dation, .... DOt grea& daugera iJl a CODDt..,. where the miJld of the nation is 
ateadily politieal, aDd where ita control over ita rep ...... ntati .. es is CODataUt. 
A --.Jy oppoaitioa to a formed public opinion is hardly possible in our Honae 
of Commou, so ioeeaaant is the national attention to politiC&, and so keen the 
feu in the mind of each memher that he may lose biB vallled seat." - Walter 
Bagehot, Eng/Ula Connitutio ... p. 241. These remarks of the moat acute of 
Encliab political writen .... e .. ea more true IaOW thaD thq were iJl1872. 
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of Commons, the House ~asses an adverse vote. The ministry 
have their choice to res,¥?: or dissolve Parliament. If they 
resign, a new ministry is flppointed from the party which has 
proved itself strongest in the House of Commons; and co-oper
ation being restored between the legislature and the executive, 
public business proceeds. If, on the other hand, the ministry 
dissolve Parliament, a new Parliament is sent up which, if 
favourable to the existing cabinet, keeps them in office, if un
favourable, dismisses them forthwith. 1 Accord is in either 
case restored. Should the difference arise between the House 
ol..Lor.Qs and a ministry supportecrby-t'he-Houseo{ Commons, 
and _~~e _ ~o~€~r'pe~s~;II!:, r,~j~ctin~ ~a_~iliw 1i~~~' !lie1!0mmons 
send up, a dIssolution IS the usuaf remeay; ana rr l1i.e newly
elected House of Com' mons reasserts the view of its predecessor, 
the Lords, according to the now recognized constitutional prac
tice, yield at once. Should they, however, still stand out, there 
remains the extreme expedient, threatened in 1832, but never 
yet resorted to, of a creation by the sovereign (i.e. the ministry) 
of new peers sufficient to turn the balance of votes in the Upper 
House. Practically the ultimate decision always rests with the 
people, that, is to say, with the party which for the moment 
commands a majority of electoral votes. This method of 
cutting knots applies to all differences that can arise between 
executive and legislature. It is a swift and effective method; 
in this swiftness and effectiveness lie its dangers as well as its 
merits. ' 

In America a dispute between the President and Congress 
may 'arise over an executive act or over a bill. If over an 
executive act, an appointment or a treaty, one branch of Con
gress, the Senate, can check the President, that is, can prevent 
him from doing what he wishes, but cannot make him do what 
they wish. If over a bill which the President has returned to 
Congress unsigned, the two Houses can, by a two-thirds majority, 
pass it over his veto, and so end the quarrel; though the carry-

1 Recent instances, dating from Mr. Disraeli's resignation in December 
L868, when the results of the election of that year were ascertained, have 
established the usage that a ministry quits office, without waiting to be turned 
mt, when they know that the election has given a decisive majority to the oppo
lition. The precedent was followed in 1874, 1880, and 188H, but not in 1885 and 
l892, when the" regular" Opposition had not an absolute majority, though the 
Illinistry was beatell. The usage, however, is not yet a rule of the Constitution. 
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ing out of the bill in its details must be left to him and his 
ministers, whose dislike of :t may render them unwilling and 
therefore unsuitable agents. Should there not be a two-thirds 
majority, the bill drops; and however important the question 
may be, however essential to the country some prompt dealing 
with it, either in the sense desired by the majority of Congress 
or in that preferred by the President, nothing can be done till 
the current term of Congress expires. The matter is then 
remitted to the people. If the President has still two more 
years in office, the people may signify their approval of his 
policy by electing a House in political agreement with him, or 
disapprove it by re-electing a hostile House. If the election 
of a new President coincides with that of the new House, the 
people have a second means provided of expressing their judg
ment. They may choose not only a House of the same or an 
opposite complexion to the last, but a President of the same 
or an opposite complexion. Anyhow they can now establish 
accord between one House of Congress and the executive.l The 
Senate, however, may still remain opposed to the President, 
and may not be brought into harmony with him until a suffi
cient time has elapsed for the majority in it to be changed by 
the choice of new senators by the State legislatures. This is a 
slower method than that of Britain. It may fail in a crisis 
needing immediate action; but it escapes the danger of a hur
ried and perhaps irrevocable decision. 

Englishmen deem it a merit in their system that the prac
tical executive of the country is directly responsible to the 
House of Commons. In the United States, however, not only 
in the national government, but in every one of the States, the 
opposite doctrine prevails-that the executive should be wholly I 
independent of the legislative branch. .A.nlericans understand 
that this scheme involves a loss of power and efficiency, but 
they believe that it makes greatly for safety in a popular gov-

I It Is of C01IJIMI pcaible that the people may elect at the same time a 
President beloDgiDg to one party and a Bonse the majority wbereof belongs 
to tbe other party. TbIa happened in 1.848, and again in 1876, wben, bowever, 
tbe presidential eleetlon ..... disputed. It Ie rendered pcl88ible by tbe fact tbat 
the Preaident Is elected on a different plan from tbe Bonse, tbe smaller States 
having relatinlylllOJ'8 weight in a presidential election, and tbe presidential 
eleetors being DOW cru-n, in Dearly every State, by .. general ti"ket." not in 
diBtrIda. 

VOL. I 11 
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ernment. They expect the executive and the legislature to 
.work together as well as they can, and public opinion does 
usually compel a degree of co-operation and efficiency which 
perhaps could not be expected theoretically. It is an interest
ing commentary on the tendencies of democratic government, 
that in America reliance is coming to be placed more and 
more, in the nation, in the State, and in the city, upon the 
veto of the Executive as It protection to the community against 
the legislative branch. Weak Executives frequently do harm, 
but a strong Executive has rarely abused popular confidence. 
On the other hand, instances where the Executive, by the use 
of his veto power, has arrested mischiefs. due to the action of 
the legislature are by no means rare. This circumstance leads 
some Americans to believe that the day is not ~ar distant when 
in England some sort of veto power, or other constitutional 
safeguard, must be interposed to protect the people against a 
hasty decision of their representatives. 

While some bid England borrow from her daughter, other 
Americans conceive that the separation of the legislature from 
the executive has been carried too far in the United States, 
an.d suggest that it would be an improvement if the ministers 
of the President were permitted to appear in both Houses of 
Congress to answer questions, perhaps even to join in debate. 
I have no space to discuss the merits of this proposal, which 
no doubt derives support from the "particularistic" tendencies 
of Congress, in which there is no group of persons bound, like 
a British ministry, to maintain the interests of the country as a 
whole. But I must observe that it might lead to changes more 
extensive than its advocates seem to contemplate. The more 
the President's ministers come into contact with Congress, the 
more difficult will it be to maintain the independence of Con
gress which he and they now possess. When not long ago the 
Norwegian Stor Thing forced the King of Sweden and Norway 
to consent to his ministers. appearing in that legislature, the 
king, perceiving the import of the concession, resolved to 
choose in -future ministers in accord with the party holding a 
majority in the Stor Thing. It is hard to say, when one be
gins to make alterations in an old house, how far one will be 
led on in rebuilding, and I doubt whether this change in the 
present American system, possibly in itself desirable, might 
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not be found to involve a reconstruction large enough to put a 
new face upon several parts of that system. 

In the history of the United States there have been four 
serious conflicts betw~n the legislature and the executive. 
The first was that between President Jackson and Congress. 
It ended in Jackson's favour, for he got his way; but he pre
vailed because during the time when both Houses were against 
him, his opponents had not a two-thirds majority. In the lat
ter part of the struggle the (re-elected) House was with him; 
and before he had qnitted office his friends obtained a majority 
in the alway&-changing Senate. But his success was not so 
much the success of the executive office as of a particular Pres
idl'nt popular with the masses. The second contest, which was 
betwet'n President Tyler and both Houses of Congress, was a 
drawn battle, because the majority in the Houses fell short 
of two-thirds. In the third, between President Johnson and 
Congress, Congress prevailed; the enemies of the President 
haviug, owing to the disfranchisement of most Southern States, 
an overpowering majority in both Houses, and by that majority 
carrying over his veto a series of Acts 80 peremptory that even 
his reluctance to obey them could not destroy, though it some
times marred, their efficiency. In the fourth case, referred to 
in a previous chapter, the victory remained with the President, 
because the Congressional majority against him was slender. 
But a presidential victory is usually a negative victory. It 
consists not in his getting what he wants, but in his prevent
ing Congress from getting what it wants.1 The practical re
sult of the Americao arrangements thus comes to be that when 
one party possell8e8 a large majority in Congress it can over· 
power the President, taking from him all but a few strictly 
rese"ed functions, such as those of pardoning, of making pro
motions in the army and nary, and of negotiating (not of con
cluding treaties, for these reqnire the assent of the Senate) 
with foreign states. Where parties are pretty equally divided, 
ie. when the majority is one way in the Senate, the other way 
in the House, or when there is only a small majority against 

Ita the ta- _ of Pftoddat .ladBOD'. remoftl of the government 
~ .. 01 ~ froa the "CDited 8_ Bank, the President did ..,.,.".,plisb 
bill objec&. But tbillwu a ....",. ~ _ being one wbicll bad I'l'mained 
wtthia the ~ .u.:nuon of the PnBiden&, IIiDce 110 atatnte had happened 
10 pav'ride ,.. IL 



292 THE NATIONAL GiI:'VERNMENT PART J 

the President in both Houses, the Praqident is in so far free 
that new fetters cannot be laid upon him j but he must move 
nnder those which previous legislation has imposed, and can 
take no step for which new legislation is needed. 

\ 

It is another and a remarkable consequence of- the absence of 
cabinet government in America, that there is also no party 
government in the Enropean sense. Party government in 
France, Italy, and England means, that one set of men, united, 
or professing to be uuited, by holding one set of opinions, have 
obtained control of the whole machinery of government, and 
are working it in conformity with those opinions. Their 
majority in the country is represented by a majority in the 
legislature, and to this majority the ministry of necessity 
belongs. The ministry is the supreme .committee of the 
party, and controls all the foreign as well as domestic affairs 
of the nation, because the majority is deemed to be the 
nation. It is otherwise in America. Men do, no doubt, talk 
of one party as being "in power," meaning thereby the party to 
which the then President belongs. But they do so because 
that party enjoys the spoils of office, in which to so many poli
ticians the value of power consists. They do so also because 
in the early days the party which prevailed in the legislative 
usually prevailed also in the executive department, and because 
the presidential election was, and still is, the main struggle 
which proclaimed the predominance of one or other party.l 

But the Americans, when they speak of the Administration 
party as the party in power, have, in borrowing an English 
phrase, applied it to utterly different facts. Their" party in 
power" need have no "power" beyond that of securing places 
for its adherents. It mlj.y be in a minority in one House of 
,Congress, in which event it accomplishes nothing, but can at 
most merely arrest adverse legislation, or in a small minority 
in both Houses of Congress, in which event it must submit to 
see many things done which it dislikes. - And if its enemies 
control the Senate, even its executive arm is paralyzed. 

1 The history of the Republic divides itself in the mind of most Americans 
into a succession of Presidents and Adminietrations, just as old-fashioned his
torians divided the history of Englaud by the reigns of kings, a tolerable way 
of reckoning in the days of Edward the Third and Richard the Second, when 
the personal gifts of the sovereign were a chief factor in affairs, but absurd in 
the days of George the Fourth and William the Fourth. 
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Though party feeling has gener~lly been stronger in America 
than in England, and even now covers a larger proportion of 
the voters, and enforces a stricter discipline, party government 
is distinctly weaker. 

Those who lament the violence of European factions may 
fancy America an Elysium where legislation is just and reason
able, because free from bias, where pure and enlarged views of 
national interest override the selfish designs of politicians. It 
would be nearer the truth to say that the absence of party 
control operates chiefly to make laws less consistent, and to 
prevent extended schemes of policy from being framed, because 
the chance of giving continuous effect to them is small. The 
natural history of the party system, and of the methods 
whereby it is worked, belongs to a later part of this book. 
The system is complete, the methods are elaborate, but the 
Constitution opposes obstacles nnknown in France or England 
to the complete control by a party of the whole government of 
the country. 

We are now in a position to sum up the practical results 
of the scheme which purports to separate Congress from the 
executive, instead of uniting them as they are united under a 
cabinet government. I say "purports' to separate," because it 
is plain that the separation, significant as it is, is less com
plete than current language imports, or than the Fathers of 
the Coustitution would seem to have intended. The necessary 
coherence of the two powers batRed them. These results are 
five:-

The President and his ministers have no initiative in Con
gress, little influence over Congress, except what they 
can exert upon individual members, through the be
stowal of patronage. 

Congress has, together with unlimited powers of inquiry, 
imperfect powers of control o?er the administrative 
departments .. 

The nation does not always know how or where to fix re
sponsibility for misfeasance or neglect. The person and 
bodies concerned in making and executing the laws are 
so related to one another that each can generally shift 
the burden of blame on some one else, and no one acts 
under the fullseuse of direct accountability. 
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There is a loss of force by friction - i.e. part of the energy, 
force, and time of the men and bodies that make up the 
government is dissipated in struggles with one another. 
This belongs to all free governments, because all free 
governments rely upon checks. But the more checks, 
the more. friction. 

There is a rillk that executive vigour and promptitude may 
be found wanting at critical moments. 

1 
We may include these defects in one general expression. 

There is in the. American government, considered as a whole, a 
want of unity. Its branches are unconnected; their efforts are 
not directed to one aim, do not produ~e one harmonious result. 
The sailors, the helmsman, the engineer, do not seem to have 
one purpose or obey one will, so that instead of making steady 
way the vessel may pursue a devious or zigzag course, and 
sometimes merely turn round and round in the water. The 
more closely anyone watches from year to year the history of 
free governments, and himself swims in the deep-eddying time 
current, the more does he feel that current's force, so that hu
man foresight and purpose seem to count for little, and minis
ters and parliaments to be swept along they know not whither 
by some overmastering fate or overruling providence. But 
this feeling is stronger in America than in Europe, because in 
America such powers as exist act with little concert and resign 
themselves to a conscious impotence. Clouds arise, blot out 
the sun overhead, and burst in a tempest; :the tempest passes, 
and leaves the blne above bright as before, but at the same mo
ment other clouds are already beginning to peer over the horizon. 
Parties are formed and dissolved, compromises are settled and 
assailed and violated, wars break out and are fought through 
and forgotten, new problems begin to show themselves, and 
the civil powers, Presidents, and Cabinets, and State govern
ments, and Houses· of Congress, seem to have as little to do 
with all these changes, as little ability to foresee or avert or 
resist them, as the farmer, who sees approaching the tornado 
which will uproot his crop, has power to stay its devastating 
course. 

A President can do little, for he does not lead either Congress 
or the nation. Congress cannot guide or stimulate the Presi
dent, nor replace him by a man fitter for the emergency. The 
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Cabinet neither receive a policy from Congress nor give one to 
it. Each power in the state goes its own way, or wastes pre
cious moments in discussing which way it shall go, and that 
which comes to pass seems to be a result not of the action of 
the legal organs of the state, but of some larger force which 
at one time uses their discord as its means, at another neglects 
them altogether. This at least is the impression which the 
history of the greatest problem and greatest struggle that 
America has seen, the struggle of the slaveholders against the 
Free Soil and Union party, culminating in the war of the rebel
lion, makes upon one who looking back on its events sees them 
all as parts of one drama. Inevitable the struggle may have 
beeu i and in its later stages passion had grown so hot, and the 
claims of the slaveholders so extravagant, that possibly UDder 
no scheme of government-so some high American authorities 
hold - could a peaceful solution have been looked for. Yet 
it must be remembered that the carefully devised machinery of 
the Constitution did little to solve that problem or avert that 
struggle, while the system of divided and balanced and limited 
powers, giving every advantage to those who stood by the ex
isting law, and placing the rights of the States behind the 
bulwarks of an almost unalterable instrument, may have tended 
to aggravate the spirit of uncompromising resistance. The na
tion asserted itself at last, but Dot till the resources which the 
Constitution provided for the attainment of a peaceful solution 
had irretrievably failed. 

Not wholly dissimilar was the course of events in the first 
years of the French Revolution. The Constitution framed by 
the National Assembly in 1191 so limited the functions and au
thority of each power in the state that no one person, DO one 
body, was capable of leading either the nation or the legisla
ture, or of framing and maintaining a constructive policy. 
Things were left to take their own course. The boat drifted 
to the rapids, and the rapids hurried her over the precipice.1 

This waut of unity is painfully felt in a crisis. Wheu a 
Budden crisis comes upon a free state, the executive needs two 

1 ThIa Constitution of 1791 was framed under the aame Idea of the need for 
eeparating tbe eseeutiYe and 1egislallye departmenta which prevailed at Pbila
delphia ill 1787. For want of • legitimate supreme power, power at 1ast fell 
into the banda of the Committee of Public Safetr, and afterwarde of the 
DirectoI7' 
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things, a large command of money and powers in excess of 
those allowed at ordinary times. Under the European system 
the duty of meeting such a crisis is felt to devolve as much on 
the representative Chamber as on the ministers who are its 
agents. The Chamber is therefore at once appealed to for 
supplies, and for such legislation as the occasion demands. 
When these have been given, the ministry moves on with the 
weight of the people behind it; and as it is accustomed .to 
work at all times with the Chamber, and the Chamber with it, 
the piston plays smoothly and quickly in the cylinder. In 
America the President has at ordinarv times little to do with 
Congress, while Congress is unaccustoi'ned to deal with execu
tive questions. Its" machinery, and especially the absence of 
ministerial leaders and consequent want of organization, unfit 
it for promptly confronting practical troubles. It is apt to 
be sparing of supplies, and of that confidence which doubles 
the value of supplies. Jealousies of the executive, which are 
proper in quiet times and natural towards those with whom 
Congress has little direct intercourse, may now be perilous, yet 
how is Congress to trust persons not members of its own body 
nor directly amenable to its control? When dangers thicken 
the only device may be the Roman one of a temporary dictator
ship. Something like this happened in the War of Secession, 

I for the powers then conferred upon President Lincoln, or exer
'cised without Congressional censure by him, were almost as 
I much in, excess of those enjoyed under the ordinary law as 

I the authority of a Roman dictator exceeded that of a Roman 
consuJ.l Fortunately the habits of legality, which lie deep in 
the American as they did in the Roman people, reasserted 
themselves after the war was over, as they were wont to do at 
Rome in her earlier and better days. When the squall had 
passed the ship righted, and she has pllXBued her subsequent 
course on as even a keel as before. 

The defects of the tools are the glory of the workman. The 
more completely self-acting is the machine, the smaller is 
the intelligence needed to work it; the more liable it is to 
derangement, so much greater must be the skill and flare 
applied by one who tends it. The English Constitu,~ion, 

1 For Lincoln's argument respecting his use of extraordinary powers, aee 
note to Chapter XXXIV. P03t. 
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which we admire as a masterpiece of delicate equipoises and 
complicated mechanism, would anywhere but in England be 
full of 4ifficulties and dangers. It stands and prospers in 
virtue of the traditions that still live among English states
men and the reverence that has ruled English citizens. It 
works by a body of understandings which no writer can 
formulate, and of habits which centuries have been needed 
to instiL So the American people have a practical aptitude 
for politics, a clearness of vision and capacity for self-control 
never equalled by any other nation. In 1861 they brushed 
aside their darling legalities, allowed the executive to exert 
novel powers, passed lightly laws whose constitntionality 
remains doubtful, raised an enormous army, and contracted 
a prodigious debt. Romans could not have been more ener
getic in their sense of civic duty, nor more trustful to their 
magistrates. When the emergency had passed away the 
torrent which had overspread the plain fell back at once into its 
safe and well-worn channeL The teign of legality returned; 
and only four years after the power of the executive had 
reached its highest point in the hands of President Lincoln, 
it was reduced to its lowest point in those of President 
Johnson. Such a people can work auy Constitution. The 
danger for them is that this reliance on their skill and their 
Btar may make them heedless of the faults 'of their political 
machinery, slow to devise improvements which arll best ap
plied in quiet timea. 



CHAPTER XXVI 

GENERAL OBSERVA.TIONS ON THE FRAME OF NA.TIONAL 

GOVERNlIlENT 

THE account which has been so far given of the working 
of the American Government has been necessarily an account 
rather of its mechanism than of its spirit. Its practical 
character, its temper and colour, so to speak, largely depend 
on the party system by which it is worked, and on what may 
be called the political habits of the people. These will be 
described in later chapters. Here, however, before quitt·ing 
the study of the constitutional organs of government, it is 
well to sum up the criticisms we have been led to malie, 
and to add a few remarks, for which no fitting place could 
be found in preceding chapters, on the general features of 
the national government. 

I. No part of ' the Constitution cost its framers so much 
time and trouble as the method of choosing the President. 

I 
They saw the evils of a popular vote. They saw also the 
objections to placing in the hands of Congress the election 
of a person whose chief duty it was to hold Congress in check. 
The plan of h;i.ving him selected by judicious persons, specially 
chosen by the people for . that purpose, seemed to meet both 
difficulties, and was therefore recommended with confidence. 
The presidential electors have, however, turned out mere 
cyphers, and the President is practically chosen by the people 
at large. The only importance which the elaborate machin
ery provided in the Constitution retains, is that it prevents 
a simple popular vote in which the majority of the nation 
should prevail, and makes the issue of the election turn on the 
voting in certain "pivotal" States. 

II. The choice of the President, by what is now practically 
a simultaneous popular vote, not only involves once in every 

2U8 
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four years a tremendous expenditure of energy, time, and 
money, but induces of necessity a crisis which, if it happens 
to coincide with any passion powerfully agitating the people, 
may be dangerous to the commonwealth. 

IlL There is always a risk that the result of a presidential 
election may be doubtful or disputed on the ground of error, 
fraud, or violence. When such a case arises, the difficulty of 
finding an authority competent to deal with it, and likely to 
be trusted, is extreme. Moreover, the question may not be 
settled until the pre-existing executive has, by effiuxion of 
time, ceased to have a right to the obedieDce of the citizens. 
The experience of the election of 1816 illustrates these dan
gers. Such a risk of interregna is incidental to all systems, 
monarchic or republican, which make the executive head 
elective, as .witness the Romano-Germanic Empire of the 
Middle Ages, and the Papacy. But it is more serious where 
he is elected by the people than where, as in France or 
Switzerland, he is chosen by the Chambers.1 

IV. The change of the higher executive officers, and of 
many of the lower executive officers also, which usually takes 
place once in four years, gives a jerk to the machinery, and 
causes a discontinuity of policy, unless, of course, the Presi
dent has served only one term, and is re-eletlted. Moreover, 
there is generally a loss either of responsibility or of efficiency 
in the executive chief magistrate during the last part of his 
term. An outgoing President may possibly be a reckless 
President, because he has little to lose by misconduct, little 
to hope from good conduct. He Dlay therefore abuse his 
patronage, or gratify his whims with impunity. But more 
oCten he is a weak President.' He has little influence with 
Congress, because his patronage will soon come to an end, 
little hold on the people, who are already speculating on 

1 lD Bwltzerlancl the Federal Coaucll of eeveu are elected by the two Cbam
be .... and theu eled ODe of their own number to be their President, and there
wllh aIao I'reaident of the Confederation (CoDBtit. of 1874, art. 911). In some 
BriUsb eGloni .. it .... been proYided that, in ease of the absence or death or 
iDcapacity of the Governor, the Chief .JDBt\ee shall !let u Governor. In India 
the llenior member of Coaucll acta In similar _ for the Viceroy. 

I A British H_ of ComIllOlUl In the lILA f_ months before its impending 
cliMolntion nsaally praenta the eame alternation. of reckleaa electioneering 
and of • fesh1eueaa whleh ncoila from any IDOmentoDB decision. 
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the policy of his successor. His secretary of state cannot 
treat boldly with foreign powers, who perceive that he has a 
diminished influence in the Senate,and know that the next 
secretary may have different views. 

The question whether the United States, which no doubt 
needed a President in 1789 to typify the then created political 
unity of the nation, might not now dispense with one, has 
never been raised in America, where the people, though dissat
isfied with the method of choice, value the office because it is 
independent of Congress and directly responsible to the 
people. Americans condemn any plan under which, as lately 
befel in France, the legislature can drive a President from 
power and itself proceed to choose a new one.l 

V. The Vice-President's office is ill-conceived. His only 
ordinary function is to act as Chairman of the Senate, but as 
-he does not appoint the Committees of that House, and has not 
even a vote (except a casting vote) in it, this function is of 
little moment. If, however, the President dies, or becomes 
incapable of acting, or is removed· from office, the Vice-Presi
dent succeeds to the Presidency. What is the result? The 
place being in itself unimportant, the choice of a candidate for 
it excites little interest, and is chiefly used by the party man
agers as a means of -conciliating a section of their party. It 
becomes what is called "a complimentary nomination." The 
man elected Vice-President is therefore never a man in the 
front rank. But when the President dies during his term of 
office, which has happened to four out of the eighteen Presi
dents, this second-class man steps into a great place for which 
he was never intended. Sometimes, as in the case of Mr. 
Arthur, he fills the place respectably. Sometimes, as in that 
o.f Andrew Johnson, -he throws the country into confusion. 

He is aut nullus aut Oresar. . 
VI. The defects in the structure and working of Congress, 

and in its relations to the executive, have been so fully dwelt 
on already that it is enough to refer summarily to them. They 
are-

The discontinuity of Congressional policy. 
The want of adequate control over officials. 

1 The qnestion of replacing the President by " ministerial conncil is ve., 
rarely discussed in America. It has recently been mooted in France. 
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The want of opportunities for the executive to influence the 
legislature. 

The want of any authority charged to secure the passing of 
such legislation as the country needs. 

The frequency of disputes between three co-ordinate powers, 
the President, the Senate, and the House. 

The maintenance of a continuous policy is a difficulty in all 
popular governments. In the United States it is specially so, 
because-

The executive head and his ministers are necessarily (unless 
when a President is re-elected) changed once every four 
years. 

One House of Congress is changed every two years. 
Neither House recognizes permanent leaders. 
No accord need exist between Congress and the executive. 
There is no such thing as a Party in Power, in the European 

sense of the term, because the party to which the Executive 
belongs may be in a minority in one or both Houses of Con
gress, in which case it cannot do anything which requires fresh 
legislation, - may be in a minority in the Senate, in which 
case it can take no administrative act of importance. 

There is little true leadership in political action, because 
the most prominent man has no recognized party authority. 
Congress was not elected to support him. He cannot threaten~. 
disobedient followers with a dissolution of Parliament like a .! 
English prime minister. He has not even the French presi I 
dent'a right of dissolving the House with the consent of th ; 
Senate. 

There ia often no general and continuous cabinet policy, 
because the cabinet has no authority over Congress, may per
haps have no influence with it. 

There is no general or continuous legislative policy, because 
the legislature, having neither recognized leaders, nor a guid
ing committee, acts through a large number of committees, 
independent of one another, and seldom able to bring their 
measures to maturity. What continuity exists is due to the 
general acceptance of a few broad maxims, such as that of 
non-intervention in the affairs of the Old World, and to the 
fact that a large nation does not frequently or lightly change 
it. views upon leading principles. In minor matters of legis.. 
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lation there is little settled policy, for the Houses trifle with 
questions, take them up in one session and drop them the 
next, seem insensible to the duty of completing work once 
begun. N e~ther is there any security that Congress will 
attend to such minor defects in the administrative system of 
the. country as may need a statute to correct them. ;I:n Europe 
the daily experience of the administrative departments dis
closes small faults or omissions in the law which involve need
less trouble to officials, needless cost to the treasury, needless 
injustice to classes of the people. Sometimes for their own 
sakes, sometimes from that desire to see things well done 
which is the life-breath of a good public servant, the perma.
nent officials call the attention of their parliamentary chief, 
the minister, to the defective state of the law, and submit to 
him the draft of a bill, to amend it. He brings in this bill, 
and if it involves nOJIiatter of political controversy (which it 
rarely does), he gets it passed. As an American minister has 
no means (except by the favour of a committee) of getting 
anything he proposes attended to by Congress, it is a mere 
chance if such amending statutes as these are introduced or 
pass into law .. 

These defects are all reducible, to two. There is an exces
sive friction in the American system, a waste of force in the 
strife of various bodies and persons created to check and bal
ance one another. There is a want of executive unity, and 
therefore a possible want of executive vigour. Power is so 
much subdivided that it is hard at a given moment to concen
trate it for prompt and effective action. In fact, this happens 
only when a distinct majority of the people are so clearly of 
one mind that the several co-ordinate organs of government 
obey this majority, uniting their efforts to serve its will. 

VII. The relations of the people to the legislature are in 
every free country so much the most refined and delicate, as 
well as so much the most important part of the whole scheme 
and doctrine of government, that we must not expect to find 
perfection anywhere. But comparing America with Great 
Britain from 1832 to 1885 (for it is still too soon to judge the 
condition of things created by the Reform Acts of that year), 
the working of the representative system in America seems 
somewhat inferior. 
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There are four essentials to the excellence of a representa.
tive system:-

That the representatives shall be chosen from among the 
best men of the country, and, if possible, from its 
natural leaders. 

That they shall be strictly and palpably responsible to their 
constituents for their speeches and votes. 

That they shall have courage enough to resist a momentary 
impulse of their constituents which they think mis
chievous, i.e. shall be representatives rather than mere 
delegates. 

That they individually, and the Chamber they form, shall 
have a reflex action on the people, i.e. that while they 
derive authority from the people, they shall also give 
the people the benefit of the experience they acquire \n 
the Chamber, as well as of the superior knowledge and 
capacity they may be presumed to possess. 

Americans hold, and no doubt correctly, that of these four 
requisites, the first, third, and fourth are not attained in their 
country. Congressmen are not chosen from among the best 
citizens. They mostly deem themselves mere delegates. They 
do not pretend to lead the people, being indeed seldom spe
cially qualified to do 80. 

That; the second requisite, responsibility, is not fully real
ized seems surprising in a democratic country, and indeed 
almost inconsistent with that conception of the representa.
tive as a delegate, which is supposed, perhaps erroneously, 
to be characteristic of democracies. Still the fact is there. 
One cause, already explained, is to be found in the committee 
system. Another is the want of organized leadership iu Cou
gress. In Europe, a member's responsibility takes the form 
of his being bound to support the leader of his party on all 
important divisions. In America, this obligation attaches 
only when the party has .. gone into caucus," and there 
resolved upon its course. Not having the right to direct, the 
leader cannot be held responsible for the action of the rank 
and file. .Aa a third cause we may note the fact that owing to 
the restricted competence of Congress many of the questions 
which chiefly interest the Toter do not come before Congress 
a~ all, 80 that its proceedings are not followed with that close 
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and keen attention which the debates and divisions of Euro
pean Chambers excite.' 

In general the reciprocal action and reaction between the 
electors and Congress, what is commonly called the" touch" 
of the people with their agents, is not sufficiently close, quick, 
and delicate. Representatives ought to give light and leading 
to the people, just as the people give stimulus and momentum 
to their representatives. This incidental merit of the parlia
mentary system is among its greatest merits. But in America 
the action of the voter fails to tell upon Congress. He votes 
for a candidate of his oWII. party, but he does not convey to that 
candidate an impulse towards the carrying of particular meas
ures, because the candidate. when in Congress will be practi
cally unable to promote those measures, unless he happens to 
be placed on the committee to which they are referred. 
Hence the citizen, when he casts his ballot, can seldom feel 
that he is advancing any measure or policy, except the vague 
and general policy indicated in his party platform. He is 
voting for a party, but he does not know what the party will 
do, and for a man, but a man whom chance may deprive of 
the opportunity of advocating the measures he cares most for. 

Conversely, Congress does not guide and illuminate its con
stituents. It is amorphous, and has little initiative. It does 
not focus the light of the nation, does not warm its imagination, 
does not dramatize principles in the deeds and characters of 
men.1 This happens because, in ordinary times, it lacks great 
leaders, and the most obvious cause why it lacks them, is its 
disconnection from the executive. As it is often devoid of 
such men, so neither does the country habitually come to it to 
look for them. In the old days, neither Hamilton, nor J effer
son, nor John Adams, in our own time, neither Stanton, nor 
Grant, nor Tilden, nor Cleveland ever sat in ·Congress. Lin
coln sat for two years only, and owed little of his subsequent 
eminence to his career there. 

1 As an illustration of the want of the dramatic element in Congress, I may 
mention that some at least of the parliamentary debating societies in the 
American colleges (colleges for women Included) take for their model not 
either House of Congress but the British House of Commons, the students 
conducting their debates under the names of prominent members of that as
sembly. They say that they do this because Congress has no Ministry and no 
leaders of the Opposition. 
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VIIL The independence of the judiciary, due to its hOldin.,~, 
for life, has been a conspicuous merit of the Federal system, 
as compared with the popular election and short terms 0 

judge8 in most of the States. Yet even the Federal judiciary 
is not secure from the attacks of the two other powers, if 
combined. For the legislature may by statute increase the 
number of Federal justices, increase it to any extent, since the 
Constitution leaves the number undetermined, and the Presi
dent may appoint persons whom he knows to be actuated by a 
particular political bias, perhaps even prepared to decide 
specific questions in a particular sense. Thus he and Congress 
together may obtain such a judicial determination of any con
stitutional question as they join in desiring, even although 
that question has been heretofore differently_ decid'ld by the 
Supreme court. The only safeguard is in the disapproval of 
the people. 

It is worth remarking that the points in which the American 
frame of national government has proved least successful are 
those which are most distinctly artificial, i.e. those which are 
not the natural outgrowth of old institutions and well-formed 
habits, but devices consciously introduced to attain specific 
ends.' The election of the President and Vice-President by 
electors appointed ad hoc is such a device. The functions of 
the judiciary do not belong to this category j they are the nat
ural outgrowth of common law doctrines and' of the previous 
history of the colonies and States j all that is novel in them, 
for it can hardly be called artificial, is the creation of Courts 
<»extensive with the sphere of the national government. 

All the main features of American government may be 

I Bee Chapter IV. G""', and Note thereto. 
Thw ma,. 188m to be aDotber wa,. of eaTing that nature, i.e. historical devel

opment,llI wlaer thaD the wlaest maD. Yet it mDSt be remembered that what 
we call blatorical de't'8lopment is realI,. the reeDit of a great many small expe
dient. Inyenled b7 men during man,. generatiooa lor euring the particular 
evila 10 their goyeromaDt whicb from time to time bad to be cured. The moral 
therefore Ia that a lu_lon of Imall improvement., each made conformabl,. 
to emtlng cooditiooa aDd babita, 18 more likel,. to aucceed than a large scheme, 
made aU at once In what ma,. be called the .pirit of conscioDS experiment. 
fb. Federal ConRtitntlon baa been generall,. Inpposed in Eorope to have been 
Bucb a scbeme, and It. 811OC8IIII baa encouraged other countries to attempt simi
lar bold aDd large experiment.. Tbia Ia au error. Tbe Cooatitutiou of tbe 
Uulted States w alm_ as truly the matured reoDlt of long and gradual his
torical deyelopment as the Eagliab CooatitUtiOD iwel1. 

VOL. I X 
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deduced from two- principles. One is the sovereignty of the 
people, which expresses itself in the fact that the supreme law 
-the Constitution-is the direct utterance of their will, that 
they alone can amend it, that it prevails against every other 
law, that whatever powers it does not delegate are deemed to 
be reserved to it, that every power "in the State .draws its 
authority, whether directly, like the House of Representatives, 
or in the second degree, like the President and the Senate, 
or in. the third degree, like the Federal judiciary, from the 
people, and is legally responsible to the people, and not to any 
one of the other powers. 

The second principle, itself ,(I. consequence of this first one, 
is the distrust of the various organs and agents of government. 
The States are carefully safeguarded against aggression by the 
central government. So !Lre the individual citizens. Each organ 
of government, the executive, the legislature, the judiciary, is 
made a jealous observer and restrainer of the others. Since 
the people, being too numerous, cannot directly manage their 
affairs, but must commit them to agents, they have resolved to 
prevent abuses by trusting each agent as little as possible, and 
subjecting him. to the oversight of other agents, who will harass 
and check him if he attempts to overstep his instructions. 

Some one has said that the American Goverument and Con
stitution are based on the theology of Calvin and the philos(). 
phy of Hobbes.' This at least is true, that there is a hearty 
Puritanism in the view of human nature which pervades the 
instrument of 1787. It is the work of men who believed in . 
original sin, and were resolved to leave open for transgressors 
no door which they could possibly shut.1 Compare this spirit 
with the enthusiastic optimism of the Frenchmen of 1789. It, 
is not merely a difference of race temperaments; it is a differ-
ence of fundamental ideas. • 

With the spirit of Puritanism there is blent a double portion 
of the spirit of legalism. Not only is there no reliance on 
ethical forces to help the government to work: there is an 
elaborate machinery of law to preserve the equilibrium of each 
of its organs. The aim of the Constitution seems to be not so 
much to attain great common ends by securing a good govern-

1 "That power might be abused," says Marshall in his Life of Washin,qton, 
"was deemed a coliclusive reasoll why it should not be conferred," 
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ment as to avert the evils which will flow, not merely from a 
bad government, but from any government strong enough to 
threaten the p~xisting communities or the individual citizen. 

The spirit of 117'6, as it speaks to us from the Declaration 
of Independence and the glowing periods of Patrick Henry, 
was largely a revolutionary spirit, revolutionary in its faith in 
abstract principles, revolutionary also in its determination to 
carry through a tremendous political change in respect of 
grievances which the calm judgment of history does not deem 
intolerable, and which might probably have been redressed by 
less trenchant methods. But the spirit of 1781 was an English 
spirit, and therefore a conservative spirit, tinged, no doubt, by 
the hatred to tyranny developed in the revolutionary struggle, 
tinged also, by the nascent dislike to inequality, but in the 
main an Euglish spirit, which desired to walk. in the old paths 
of precedent, which thought of government as a means of main
taining order and securing to every one his rights, rather than 
as a great ideal power, capable of gniding and developing a 
nation's life. And thus, though the Constitution of 1189 
represented a great advance on the still oligarchic system of 
contemporary England, it was yet, if we regard simply its 
legal provisions, the least democratic of democracies. Had 
the points which it left undetermined, as for instance the quali
fications of congressional electors, been dealt with in an aristo
cratic spirit, had the legislation of Congress and of the several 
States taken an aristocratic tum, it might have grown into an 
aristocratic system. The democratic character which it now 
possesses is largely the result of subsequent events, which 
have changed the conditions under which it had to work, and 
have delivered its development into the handa of that passion 
for equality which has become a powerful factor in the modem 
w~rld everywhere. 

He who should desire to draw an indictment against the 
American scheme of government might make it a long one, and 
might for every count in it cite high American authority and 
adduce evidence from American history. Yet a European 
reader would greatly err were he to conclude that this scheme 
of government is a failure, or is, indeed, for the purposes of 
the country. inferior to the political system of any of the great 
nations of the Old World. 
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All governments are faulty; and an equally minute analysis 
of the constitution of England, or France, or Germany would 
disclose mischiefs as serious, relatively to the problems with 
which those states have to deal, as those we have noted in the 
American system. To anyone familiar with the practical 
working of free governments it is a standing wonder that they 
work at all. The first impulse of mankind is to follow and 
obey; servitude rather. than freedom is their natural state. 
With freedom, when it emerges among the more progressive 
races, there come dissension and faction; and it takes many 
centuries to form those habits of compromise, that love of 
order, and that respect for public opinion which make democ
racy tolerable. What keeps a free government going is the 
good sense and patriotism of the people, or of the guiding class, 
embodied in usages and traditions which it is hard to describe, 
but which find, in moments of difficulty, remedies for the in
. evitable faults of the system. :Now, this good sense and that 
power of subordinating sectional to national interests which 
we call patriotism, exist in higher measure in America than in 
any of the great states of Europe. And the United States, 
more than any other country, are governed by public opinion, 
that is to say, by the general sentiment of the mass of the 
nation, which all the organs of the national government and of 
the State governments look to and obey.l 

A philosopher from Jupiter or Saturn who should examine 
the constitution of England or that of America would probably 
pronounce that such a body of complicated devices, full of. 
opportunities for conflict and deadlock, could not work at all. 
Many of those wh.o examined the American Constitution when 
it was launched did point to a multitude of difficulties, and 
confidently predicted its failure. Still more confidently did 
the European enemies of free governtnent declare in the crisis 
of the War of Secession that "the republican bubble had 
burst." Some of these censures were well grounded, though 
there were also defects which had escaped criticism, and were 
first disclosed by experience. But the Constitution has lived 
on in spite of all defects, and seems stronger now than at any 
previous epoch. 

1 The nature of public opinion and th~ way in which it governs are discussed 
in Pa.rt IV. 
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Evely constitution, like every man, has "the defects of its 
good qualities." II a nation desires perfect stability it must 
put up with a certain slowness and cumbrousness; it must face 
the possibility of a want of action where action is called for. 
If, on the other hand, it seeks to obtain execntive speed and 
vigour by a complete concentration of power, it must run the 
risk that power will be abused and irrevocable steps too hastily 
taken. "The liberty-loving people of every country," says 
Judge Cooley,' "take courage from American freedolD, and 
find angury of better days for themselves from American 
prosperity. But America is not so much an example in her 
liberty as in the covenanted and enduring securities which are 
intended to prevent liberty degenerating into licence, and to 
establish a feeling of trust and repose under a beneficent 
government, whose excellence, so obvious in its freedolD, is 
8till more conspicuous in its careful provision for permanence 
and stability." Those faults on which I have laid stress, the 
waste of power by friction, the want of unity and vigour in 
the conduct of affairs by executive and legislature, are the 
price which the Americans pay for the autonomy of their 
States, and for the permanence of the equilibrium among the 
various branches of their government. They pay this price 
willingly, because these defects are far less dangerous to the 
body politic than they would be in a European country. Take 
for iustance ihe shortcomings of Congress as a legislative 
authority. Every European. country is surrounded by diffi
culties which legislation must deal with, and that promptly. 
But in America, where those relics of medireval privilege and 
injustice that still cumber most parts of the Old World either 
never existed, or were long ago abolished, where all the con
ditions of material prosperity exist in ample measure, and the 
development of material resources occupies men's minds, where 
nearly all social reforms lie within the sphere of State action, 
- in America there is less need and less desire than in Europe 
for a perennial stream of federal legislation. People are con
tented if things go on fairly well as they are. Political philos
ophers, or philanthropists, percei.ve not a few improvements 
which federal statutes might effect, but the m~ of the nation 
does not complain, and the wise see Congress so often on the 

I ~ to Uae Soath CaIoliDa IIu ~ December 1886. 
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point of committing mischievous errors that they do not 
deplore the barrenness of session after session. 

Every European state has to fear not only the rivalry but 
the aggression of its neighbours. Even Britain, so long safe 
in her insular home, has lost some of her security by the 
growth· of steam navies, and has in her Indian and colonial 
possessions given pledges to Fortune all over the globe. She, 
like the Powers of the European Continent, must maintain 
her system of government in full efficiency for war as well 
as for peace, and cannot afford to let her armaments decline, 
her finances become disordered, the vigour of her executive 
authority be impaired, sources of internal discord continue to 
prey pofion her vitals. But America lives in a world of her 
own, ipsa suis pollens opibus, nihil indiga 7IOstri. Safe from 
attack, safe even from :menace, she hears from afar the warring 
cries of European races and faiths, as the gods of Epicurus 
listened to the murmurs of the unhappy earth spread out 
beneath their golden dwellings, 

" Sejuncta a rebus nostris semotaque longe." 

Had Canada. or Mexico grown to be a great power, had France 
not sold Louisiana, or had England, rooted on the American 
continent, become a military despotisUl, the United States 
could not indulge the easy optimism which makes' them toler
ate the faults of their government. As it is, that which might 
prove to a European state a mortal disease is here nothing 
worse than a teasing ailment. Since the War of Secession' 
ended, no serious danger has arisen either from within or from 
without to alarm transatlantic statesmen. Social convulsions 
from within, war-like assaults from without, seem now as 
unlikely to try the fabric of the American Constitution, as an 
earthquake to rend the walls of the Capitol. This is why the 
Americans submit, not merely patiently but hopefully, to the 
defects of their government. The vessel may not be any better 
built, or found, or rigged than are those which carry the for
tunes of the great nations of Europe. She is certainly not 
better navigated. But for 1Ihe present at least -it may not 
always be so-she sails upon a summer sea. 

It must never be forgotten that the main object which the 
framers of the Constitution set before themselves has been 
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achieved. When Si~yes was asked what he had done during 
the Reign of Terror, he answered, "I lived."· The Constitu
tion as a whole has stood and stands unshaken. The scales 
of power have continued to hang fairly even. The President 
has not corrupted and enslaved Congress: Congress has not 
paralyzed and cowed the President. The legislative may have 
gained somewhat on the executive department; yet were 
George Washington to return to earth, he might be as great 
and useful a President as he was a century ago. Neither the 
legislature nor the executive has for a moment threatened 
the liberties of the people. The States have not broken up the 
Union, and the Union has not absorbed the States. No won
der that the Americans are proud of an instrument under 
which this great result has been attained, which has passed 
unscathed through the furnace of civil war, which has been 
found capable of embracing a body of commonwealths more 
than three times as numerous, and with twenty-fold the popu
lation of the original States, which has cultivated the politi
cal intelligence of the masses to a point reached in no other 
country, which has fostered and been found compatible with 
a larger measure of local self-government than has existed else
where. Nor is it the least of its merits to have made itself 
beloved. Objections may be taken to particular features, 
and these objections point, as most American thinkers are 
agreed, to practical improvements which would preserve the 
excellences and remove some of the inconveniences. But 
reverence for the Constitution has become so potent a con
servative influence, that no proposal of fundamental change 
seems likely to be entertained. And this reverence is itself 
one of the most wholesome and hopeful elements in the charae
ter of the American people. 



CHAPTER xxvn 
THE FEDERAL SYSTEll 

1IA. VING examined the several branches of the National gov
ernment and the manner in which they work together, we may 
now proceed to examine the American Commonwealth as a 
Federation of States. The present chapter is intended to state 
concisely the main features which distinguish the Federal 
system, and from which it derives its peculiar character. 
Three other chapters· will describe its practical working, and 
summarize the criticisms that may be passed upon it. 

The contests in the Convention of 1181 over the framing of 
the Constitution, and in the country over its adoption, turned 
upon two points: the extent to which the several States should 
be recognized. as independent and separate factors in the COll

struction of the National government, and the quantity and 
nature of the powers which should be withdrawn from the 
States to be vested in that government. It has been well re
marked that" the first of these, the definition of the structural 
powers, gave more trouble at the time than the secOnd, because 
the line of partition between the powers of the States and the 
Federal government had been already fixed by the whole expe
rience of the country!' 1 .But since 1191 there has been prac
tically no dispute as to the former point, and little as to the 
propriety of the provisions which define the latter. On the 
interpretation of these provisions there has, however, been 
endless debate, some deeming the Constitution to have taken 
more from ~he States, some less; while ·still warmer contro
versies have raged as to the matters which the instrument 
does not expressly deal with, and particularly whether the 
States retain their sovereignty, and with it the right of nullify-

1 I quote from an acnte and concise essay on this subject by lIfr. Richard 
lIf. Venable of Baltimore. entitled .. The Partition of Powers between the 
Federal and State Governments." 

3lJ1 
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ing or refusing to be bound by certain acts of the national gov
ernment, and in the last resort of withdrawing from the Union. 
As these latter questions (nullification and secession) have now 
been settled by the Civil War, we may say that in the America 
of to-day there exists a general agreement-

That every State on entering the Union finally renounced its 
sovereignty, and is now for ever subject to the Federal authority 
as defined by the Constitution. 

That the functions of the States as factors of the national 
government are satisfactory, i.e. sufficiently secure its strength 
and the dignity of these communities. 

That the delimitation of powers between the national govern
ment and the States, contained in the Constitution, is conven
ient, and needs no fundamental alteration. l 

The ground which we have to tread during the remainder of 
this chapter is therefore no longer controversial ground, but 
that of well-established law and practice. 

I. The distribution of powers between the National and the 
State governments is effected in two ways-Positively, by con
ferring certain powers on the National government; Negatively, 
by imposing certain restrictions on the States. It would have 
been superfluous to confer any powers on the States, because 
they retain all powers not actually taken from them. A law
yer may think that it was equally unnecessary and, so to speak, 
inartistic, to lay any prohibitions on the National government, 
because it could ell hypothe8i exercise no powers not expressly 
granted. However, the anxiety of the States to fetter the 
master they were giving themselves caused the introduction 
of provisions qualifying the grant of express powers, and inter
dicting the National government from various kinds of action 
on which it might otherwise have been tempted to enter. 1 

I The '11_ that the power of Congress to legislate might properly be ex
tended, by a conetltutlonal amendment, to Boch a .object 8B marriage and 
divorce, Ia of enoree compatible with an acqoieecence in the general echeme of 
delimitation of powera. 

• .Judge Coole, obeerveB to me, .. The prohibitions impoaed by the Federal 
Conetitotlon on the exerclae of power by the general government were not, for 
the moat part, to prevent Ita encroaching on the powers left with the StateR, 
bot to preclode tyrannical exerclee of powers which were unqoestionably given 
to the Federal governmenL Tho Congress W8B forbidden to p8BB any bill of 
attainder i tllia w .. to prevent Ita dealing with Federal offencea by legislative 
conviction and aentence. It .... torbidden to pa8II ez po.l facto 18wa, and thie 
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The matter is further complicated by the fact that the grant 
of power to the National government is not in all cases au 
exclusive grant: i.e. there are matters which both, or either, 
the States and the National government may deal with. "The 
mere grant of a power to Congress does not of itself, in most 
cases, imply a prohibition upon the States to exercise the like 
power. . .. It is not the mere existence of the National 
power, but its exercise, which is incompatible with the exercise 
of the same power by the States." I Thus we may distinguish 
the following classes of governmental powers:-

Powers vested in the National government alone. 
Powers vested in the States alone. 
Powers exercisable by either the National government or the 

States. 
Powers forbidden to the National government. 
Powers forbidden to the State governments. 
It might be thought that the two latter classes are super

fluous, because whatever is forbidden to the National govern
ment must be permitted to the States, and conversely, whatever 
is forbidden to the States must be permitted to the National 
government. But this is not so. For instance, Congress can 
grant no title of nobility (Art. i. § 9). But neither can a State 
do so (Art. i. § 10). The National government cannot take 
private property for public use without just compensation 
(Amendment v.). Apparently neither can any State do so 
(Amendment xiv. as interpreted in several cases). So no 
State can pass any law impairing the obligation of a contract 
(Art. i. § 10). But the National government, although not 
subject to a similar direct prohibition, has received no general 
power to legislate as regards ordinary contracts, and might 
therefore in some cases find itself equally unable to pass a law 
which a State legislature, though for a different reason, could 
not pass.· So no State can pass any e:lJ post facto law. Neither 
can Congress. 

uudoubtedly is a limitation upon power granted; for witb tbe same complete 
power in respect to offences against tbe general government which a sover
eignty possesses, it might have passed such laws if not prohibited." 

I Cooley, Principles, p. 35; cf. Sturges v. Crownimhield, 4, Wheat. 122-
• Of conrse Congress caD legislate regarding Bome contracts, and can impair 

their obligation. It has power to regulate commerce, it can pass bankrup' 
laws, it can make paper money legal tender. 
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What the Constitution has done is not to cut in half the to
tality of governmental functions and powers, giving part to the 
national government and leaving all the rest to the States, but 
to divide up this totality of authority into a number of parts 
which do not exhaust the whole, but leave a: residuum of 
powers neither granted to the Union nor continued to the 
States but reserved to the people, who, however, can put them 
in force only by the difficult process of amending the Constitu
tion. In other words, there are things in America which there 
exists no organized and permanent authority capable of legally 
doing, not a State, because it is expressly forbidden, not the 
national government, because it either has not received the 
competence or has been expressly forbidden. Suppose, for in
stance, that there should arise a wish to pass for California 
such a measure as the Irish Land Act passed by the British 
Parliament in 188L Neither the State legislature of Califor
nia, nor the people of California assembled in a constitutional 
convention, could pass such a measure, because it would violate 
the obligation of contracts, and thereby transgress Art. i § 10 
of the Federal Constitution. Whether the Federal Congress 
could pass such a measure is at least extremely doubtful, be
cause the Constitution, though it has imposed no prohibition 
luch as that which restricts a State, does not seem to have con
ferred on Congress the right of legislating on such a matter at 
all.' If, therefore, an absolute and overwhelming necessity for 
the enactment of such a measure should arise, the safer if not 
the only course would be to amend the Federal Constitution, 
either by striking out the prohibition on the States or by con
ferring the requisite power on Congress, a process which would 
probably occupy more than a year, and which requires the con
currence of two-thirds of both Houses of Congress and of three
fourths of the forty-four States. 

IL The powers vested in the National government alone are 
Buch as relate to the conduct of the foreign relations of the 
country and to Buch common national purposes as the army and 
Davy, internal commerce, currency, weights and measures, and 

I It may of 001Ull8 be suggested that In cue of nrgent public nece8llit)'. such 
u the existence of war or Insurrection, Cong?e88 might extinguish debts either 
genera1Jyor In • partlcnlar district. No sucb legislative power seems. how
ever, \0 have been ezarted or dadared by the conrts \0 exist, unless the pJiD. 
clpl .. of the laa& Legal Tender decision can be thought \0 reach 80 far. 
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the post-office, with provisions for the management of the 
machinery, legislative, executive, and judicial, charged with 
these purposes.1 

The powers which remain vested in the States alone are all 
the other ordinary. powers of internal government, such as 
legislation on private law, civil and criminal, the maintenance 
of law and order, the creation of local institutions, the pro
vision for education and the relief of the poor, together with 
taxation for the above purposes. 

III. The powers which are exercisable concurrently by the 
National government and by the States are-

Powers of legislation on some specified subjects, such as 
bankruptcy and certain commercial matters (e.g. pilot laws and 
harbour regulations), but so that State legislation shall take 
effect only in the absence of Federal legislation. 

Powers of taxation, direct or indirect, but so that neither 
Congress nor a State shall tax exports from any State, and 
so that neither any State shall, except with the consent of 
Congress, tax any corporation or other agency created for 
Federal purposes or any act done under Federal authority, 
nor the National government tax any State or its agencies or 
property. 

Judicial powers in certain classes of cases where Congress 
might have legislated, but has not, or where a party to a 
suit has a choice to proceed either in a Federal or a State 
court. 

Powers of determining matters relating to the election of 
representatives and senators (but if Congress determines, the 
State law gives way). 

IV. The prohibitions imposed on the National government 
are set forth in Art. i. § 9, and in the first ten amendments. 
The most important are-

Writ of habeas corpus may not be suspended, nor bill of 
attainder or ex post facto law passed.s 

No commercial preference shall be given to one State over 
another. 

1 See Art. i. § 8, Art. ii. § 2, Art. iii. § 2, Art. Iv. §§ 3 and 4; Amendments 
xiii. xiv. xv. of the Constitution. 

~ Limitations of a nature generally similar to these are now pretty frequent 
1n recent European Constitutions, e.g. in that of Belgium. 

The term ezpostjacto law is deemed to refer to criminal laws only. 
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No title of nobility shall be granted. 
No law shall be passed establishing or prohibiting any relig

ion, or abridging the freedom of speech or of the press, or of 
public meeting or of bearing arms. 

No religious test shall be required as a qualification for any 
office under the United States. 

No person shall be tried for a capital or otherwise infamous 
crime unless on the presentment of a grand jury; or be sub
jected to a second trial for the same offence, or be· compelled 
to be a witness against himself, or be tried otherwise than by 
a jury of his State and district. 

No common law action shall be decided except by a jury 
where the value in dispute exceeds $20, and no fact deter
mined by a jury shall be re-examined otherwise than by the 
rules of the common law.' 

V. The prohibitions imposed on the States are contained 
in Art. i. § 10, and in the three latest amendments. They are 
intended to secure the National government against attempts 
by the States to trespass on its domain, and to protect in-
dividuals against oppressive legislation. . 

No State shall- Make any treaty or alliance: coin money: 
make anything but gold and silver coin a legal tender: pass 
any bill of attainder, ez P08t facto law, or law impairing the 
obligation of contracts: grant any titles of nobility. 

No State shall without the consent of Congress-Lay 
duties on exports or imports (the produce of such, if laid, 
going to the national treasury): keep troops or ships of war 
in peace time: enter into an agreement with another State 
or with any foreign power: engage in war, unless actually 
invaded or in imminent danger. 

Every State must - Give credit to the records and judicial 
proceedings of every other State: extend the privileges and 
immunities of citizens to the citizens of other States: deliver 
up fugitives from justice to the State entitled to claim them. 

No State shall have any but a republican form of govern
ment. 

No State shall- Maintain slavery: abridge the privileges 
of any citizen of the United States, or deny. to him the right 

I Chlefty Intend~ to prevent the methods of conrta of equity from being 
applied ID the Federal COlIN as agaiDst the findings of a jlU'f. 
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of voting, in respect of race, colour, or previous servitude: de. 
pri ve any person of life, liberty, or property without due process 
of law: deny to any person the equal protection of the laws. 

Note that this list contains no prohibition to a State to do 
any of the following things: - Establish a particular form of 
religion: endow a particular form of religion, or educational or 
charitable establishments connected therewith: abolish trial 
by jury in. criminal or civil cases: suppress the freedom of 
speaking, writing, and meeting (provided that this be done 
equally as between different classes of citizens, and provided 
also that it be not done to such an extent as to amount to a 
deprivation of liberty without due process of law): limit the 
electoral franchise to any extent: extend the electoral fran
chise to women, minors, aliens. 

These omissions are significant. They show that the framers 
of the Constitution had no wish to produce uniformity among 
the States in government or institutions, and little care to pro
tect the citizens against abuses of State power. l They were 
content to trust for this to the provisions of the State consti
tutions. Their chief aim was to secure the National govern
ment against encroachments on the part of the States, and to 
prevent causes of quarrel both between the central and State 
authorities and between the several States. The result has, 
on the whole, justified their action. So far from abusing their 
power of making themselves unlike one another, the States 
have tended to be too uniform, and have made fewer experi
ments in institutions than one could wish. 

VI. The powers vested in each State are all of them origInal 
and inherent powers, which belonged to the State before it 
entered the Union. Hence they are p1ima facie unlimited, and 
if a question arises as to any particular power, it is presumed 
to be enjoyed by the State, unless it can be shown to have been 
taken away by the Federal Constitution; or, in other words, a 
State is not deemed to be subject to any restriction which the 
Constitution has not distinctly imposed. 

The powers granted to the National government are dele
gated powers, enumerated in .and defined by the instrument 

1 The fourteenth and fifteenth amendments are in this respect a novelty. 
The only restrictions of this kind to be found in the instrument of 1789 are 
those relating to contracts and ex post/acto laws. 
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which has created the Union. Hence the rule that when a 
question arises whether the National government possesses a 
particular power, proof must be given that the power was pos
itively granted. If not granted, it is not possessed, because 
the Union is an artificial creation, whose government can have 
nothing but what the people have by the Constitution conferred. 
The presumption is therefore against the National govern
ment in such a case, just as it is for the State in a like case.l 

VII. The authority of the National government over the 
citizens of every State is direct and immediate, not exerted 
through the State organization, and not requiring the co-opera
tion of the State government. For most purposes the National 
government ignores the States; and it treats the citizens of 
ditIerent States as being simply its own citizens, equally bound 
by its laws. The Federal courts, revenue officers, and post
office draw no help from any State officials, but depend directly 
on Washington. Hence, too, of course, there is no local self
government in Federal matters. No Federal official is elected 
by the people of any local area. Local government is purely 
a State affair. 

On the other hand, the State in no wise depends on the 
National government for its organization or its etIective work
ing. It is the creation of its own inhabitants. They have 
given it its constitution. They administer its government. It 
goes on its own way, touching the National government at but 
few points. That the two should touch at the fewest possible 
points was the intent of those who framed the Federal Consti
tution, for they saw that the less contact, the less danger of 
collision. Their aim was to keep the two mechanisms as dis
tinct and independent of each other as was compatible with 
the still higher need of subordinating, for nati(lnal purposes, 
the State to the Central government.-

1 Congreoa mut not attempt to Interfere with the 1IO-CB11ed "police power" 
of tbe State. wltbln tbeir own limite. So wben a Itatute of Congress had 
made It puniabable to sell certain Illuminating f1nida inflammable at less than 
a certain lpecl6ed temperature, It 11'&8 beld that tbis statute could not operate 
wltbln a State, but only in the DI.trict of Columbia and the Territories, and a 
persoo convicted noder it 10 Detroit 11'&8 discharged (United Statu v. De Wilt, 
IIWall.fl). 

• For a comparison of the Federal 8J8tem of the United States with the Fed
eral system of the two ancient Engliah Univeraities, Bee Dote to this chapter 
printed at the end of the volume. 
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VIII. It is a further consequence of this principle that the 
National government has but little to do with the States as 
States. Its relations are with their citizens, who are also its 
citizens, rather than with them as ruling commonwealths. In 
the following points, however, the Constitution does require 
certain services of the States:-

It requires each State government to direct the choice of, 
and accredit to the seat of the National government, two 
senators and so many representatives as the State is entitled 
to send. 

It requires similarly that presidential electors be chosen, 
meet, and vote in the States, and that their votes be trans
initted to the national capital. 

It requires each State to organize and arm its militia, which, 
when duly summoned for active service, are placed under the 
command of the President. 

It requires each State to maintain a republican form of 
government. (Conversely, a State may require the National 
government to protect it against invasion or domestic vio
lence.) 

Note in particular that the National government does not 
as in some other federations - . 

Call upon the States, as commonwealths, to contribute funds 
to its support: 

Issue (save in so far as may be needed in order to secure a 
republican form of government) admini"trative orders to the 
States, directing their authorities to carry out its laws or com
mands: 

Require the States to submit their laws to it, and veto such 
as it disapproves. 

The first two things it is not necessary for the National 
government to do, because it levies its taxes directly by its 
own collectors, and enforces its laws, commands, and judicial . 
decrees by the hands of its own servants. The last can be 
dispensed with because the State laws are ipso jure invalid, if 
they conflict with the Constitution or any treaty or law duly 
made under it (Art. vi. § 2), while if they do not so conflict 
they are valid, any act of the National government notwith
standing. 

Neither does the National government allow its structure to 
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be dependent on the action of t~e States. "To make it impos
sible for a State or group of Stat~ to jeopard by inaction or 
hostile action the existence of the central government," was 
a prime object with the men of 1181, and has greatly contrib
uted to the solidity of the fabric they reared. The de facto 
secession of eleven States in 1860-61 interfered with the regu
lar legal conduct neither of the presidential election of 1864 
nor of the congressional elections from 1861 to 1865. Those 
States were not represented in Congress j but Congress itself 
went on diminished in numbers yet with its full legal powers, 
88 the British Parliament would go on though all the peers 
and representatives from Scotland might be absent. 

IX. A State is, within its proper sphere, just as legally 
supreme, just 88 well entitled to give effect to its own will, as 
is the National government within its sphere j and for the 
same reason. All authority flows from the people. The peo
ple have given part of their supreme authority to the National, 
part to the State governments. Both hold by the same title, 
and therefore the National government, although superior 
wherever there is a concurrence of powers, has no more right 
to trespass npon the domain of a State than a State has upon 
the domain of Federal action. That the course which a State 
is following is pernicious, that its motives are bad and its sen
timents disloyal to the Union, makes no difference until or 
unless it infringes on the sphere of Federal authority. It may 
be thought that however distinctly this may have been laid 
down as a matter of theory, in practice the State will not 
obtain the same justice as the National government, because the 
court which decides points of law in dispute between the two 
is in the last resort a Federal court, and therefore biassed in 
favour of the Federal government. In fact, however, little or 
no unfairness has arisen from this cause.l The Supreme court 
may, as happened for twenty years before the War of Seces
sion, be chiefly composed of States' Rights men. In any case 

I "Wbateyer IInetuations may be _n In the history of pnblic opinion dnring 
the period of 001' national aI_ce, we think It will be fonnd that the Supreme 
CIOnl'l, 80 fu' u ita fnnctions reqnlred, hu al .... ya held with a steady and even 
band the balance between State aDd Federal power, and we trost that snch may 
eootinne to be the blstory of Ita relation to that snbject 00 long as it sball have 
doll. to perform wbicb demand of it a llOostrnction of the Constitution." -
"ndcmeot of the Snpreme oourtlD TAe Slaughler House Crue., 16 Wall. 82. 

VOL. I Y 
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the court cannot stray f~r from the path which previous de
cisions have marked out. 

X. There are several remarkable omissions in the constitn
tion of the American federation. 

One is that there is no grant of power to the National gov
ernment to coerce a recalcitrant or rebellious State. Another 
is that nothing is said as to the right of secession. Anyone 
can understand why this right should not have been granted. 
But neither is it mentioned to be negatived. 

The Constitntion was an instrument of compromises; and 
these were questions which it would have been unwise to 
raise. 

There is no abstract or theoretic declaration regarding the 
natnre of the federation and its government, nothing as to the 
ultimate supremacy of the central authority outside the partic
ular sphere allotted to i~ nothing as to the so-called sovereign 
rights of the States. As if with a prescience of the dangers 
to follow, the wise men of 1787 resolved to give no opening 
for abstract inquiry and metaphysical dialectic. But in vain. 
The human mind is not to be so restrained. If the New Tes
tament had consisted of no other writings than the Gospel of 
St. Matthew and the Epistle of St. James, there would have 
been scarcely the less a crop of speculative theology. The 
drily legal and practical character of the Constitntion did not 
prevent the growth of a mass of subtle and, so to speak, scho
lastic metaphysics regarding the nature of the government it 
ereated. The inextricable knots which American lawyers and 
publicists went on tying, down till 1861, were cut by the sword 
[)f the North in the Civil 'Var, and need concern us no longer. 
It is now admitted that the Union is not a mere compact be
tween commonwealths, dissoluble at pleasure, but an instru
ment of perpetnal efficacy,1 emanating from the whole people, 

1 This view received jndicial sanction in the famons case of Tezaa y. WAite 
(7 Wall. 700), decided by the Snpreme oonn after the war. It is there said by 
Cbief..Jnstice Cbase, .. The Union of the States never was a pnrely anificial 
and arbitrary relation. • •• It received definite form and character and san~ 
Uon by the Articles of Confederation. By these the Union was solemnly de
clared to be • perpetual.' And wben these articles were fonnd to bit inadequate 
to the exigencies of the ronntry, the Constitution was ordained • to form a more 
perfret Union.' It is difficnlt to oon1'e1 the idea of indissoluble unity more 
clearly than by these words. What can be indissoluble if a perpetual union, 
lDade more perlec" is DO'? BII& th. perpetuity and indissolubility of the Union 
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and alterable by them only in the manner which its own terms 
prescribe. It is "an indestructible Union of indestructible 
States." 

It follows from the recognition of the indestructibility of the 
Union that there must somewhere exist a force capable of pre
serving it. The National government is now admitted to be 
such a force. " It can exercise all powers essential to preserve 
and protect its own existence and that of the States, and the 
constitutional relation of the States to itself, and to one 
another." 1 

" May it not," some one will ask, "abuse these powers, abuse 
them so as to extinguish the States themselves, and turn the 

1" no meana ImpUea the 1088 of distinct and individual e:nstence, or of the 
right of lelf-go"ernmant by the States. .• , It may be not nnreasonably said 
that the prese"atlon of the States and the maintenance of their governments 
are .. mnch .. Ithln the deaigo and care of the Constitution as the preserva
tion of the Union and the maintenance of the national government. The 
Constltntlon, In all Its provisions, looks to an indestrnctible Union composed 
of Indeatroctible States. When, therefore, Texas became one of the United 
States Ihe entered Into an IndiBBOlnble relation. • •• There was no place for 
reconsideration or revocation except through re.!.Q!!11iol\ or throllgh .c,!n~£!!!"pf 
tpu!tat.aL Considered therefore .. transactIOns under the Constitution, the 
ordinance of .-ton adopted hy the Convention, and ratified by a majority 
of the citizens of Texas, .... absolotely null aod utterly without operatioo in 
la... The obligatlona of the State .. a member of the Union, and of every 
citizen of the State ... citizen of the United States, remained perfect and 
onlmpalred." The State did not ce .. e to be a State, nor her citizens to be citi
lena of the Union. S88 alao the cas81 of White v. Hart (13 Wall.646) and 
Kel/II 't. Clark (97 U. S. till) • 

.u reapeets the argument that the Union 8ItabUshed by the Constitution of 
1789 mOlt be perpetnal, becaose It II declared to have been desigoed to make a 
pre"ioOl perpetual Union more perfect. It may be remarked, as matter of his
tory, that thi. previoOl Union (that resting on the Articles of Confederation) 
had not proved perpetnal, bnt .... In fact put an end to by the acceptance in 
17118 of the ne .. Constitution by the nine States who first ratified tbat instru
ment. After that ratUlcation the Confederation was dead; and the States of 
North Carolina and Rhode Island, .. hlch for some montbs refused to come Into 
the ne .. Union, .. ere clearly ont olthe old one, and, dejllre if not defacto, stood 
alone In the world. Ma,. It not then be Aid that those who destroyed a Union 
porporting to be perpetnal .. ere thereafter eatopped from bolding it to have been 
perpetual, aod from foonding on the .. ord .. perpetoal" an argoment against 
thoRe who tried to npset the ne .. Union In 1861, .. the old one had been upset 
In 17118? The an ... er to thie wa,. of potting the point seems 1<\ be to admit 
that the proeeedingBof 17118 .. ere In factrevolutiooary. 10 ratifying their new 
Constitution In that year, the nine States broke throogh and flnng away their 
prerioOl compact .. bich porported to bave been made for ever. But they did 
., for the uke of forming a better and more endoring compact, and their 
enra-Iegal action was amply joatlfied by the neceaaitlea of the ease. 

\ Venable, '" .uprll. 
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federation into a unified government? What is there but the 
Federal judiciary to prevent this catastrophe? and the Federal 
judiciary has only moral aud not also physical force at its 
command." 

No doubt it may, but not until public opinion supports it in 
so doing-that is to say, not until the mass of the nation which 
now maintains, because it values, the Federal system, is pos
sessed by a desire to overthrow that system. Such a desire 
may express itself in proper legal form by carrying amend
ments to the Constitution which will entirely change the 
nature of the government. Or if the minority be numerous 
enough to prevent the passing of such amendments, and if the 
desire of the majority be sufficiently vehement, the majority 
which sways the National government may disregard legal 
sanctions and effect its object by a revolution. In either event 
-and both are improbable-the change which will have passed 
upon the sentiments of the American people will be a sign that 
Federalism has done its work, and that the time has arrived 
for new forms of political life. 



CHAPTER XXVIII 

WORKING RELATIONS OP THE NATIONAL AND THE STATE 

GOVERNMENTS 

THE characteristic feature and special interest of the Amer. 
ican Union is that it shows us two governments covering the 
same ground, yet distinct and separate in their· action. It is 
like a great factory wherein two sets of machinery are at work, 
their revolving wheels apparently intermixed, their bands 
crossing one another, yet each set doing its own work with· 
out touching or hampering the other. To keep the National 
government and the State governments each in the allotted 
sphere, preventing collision and friction between them, was 
the primary aim of those who formed the Constitution, a task 
the more needful and the more delicate because the States had 
been until then almost independent and therefore jealous of 
their privileges, and because, if friction should arise, the 
National government could not remove it by correcting defects 
in the machinery. For the National government, being itself 
the creature of the Constitution, was not permitted to amend 
the Constitution, but could only refer it back for amendment 
to the people of the States or to their legislatures. Hence the 
men of 1787, feeling the cardinal importance of anticipating 
and avoiding occasions of collision, sought to accomplish their 
object by the concurrent application of two devices. One was 
to restrict the functions of the National government to the 
irreducible minimum of functions absolutely needed for the 
national welfare, 80 that everything else should be left to 
the States. The other was to give that government, so far as 
those functions extended, a direct and immediate relation to 
the citizens, so that it should act on them not through the 
States but of its own authority and by its own officers. These 
are fundamental principles whose soundness experience has 

826 
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approved, and which will deserve to be considered by those 
who in time to come may have in other countries to frame 
federal or quasi-federal constitutions. They were studied, and 
to a large extent, though in no slavish spirit, adopted by the 
founders of the present constitution of the Swiss Confedera
tion, a constitution whose success bears further witness to the 
soundness of the American doctrines. 

The working relations of the National government to the 
States may be considered under two heads, viz. its relations 
to the States as communities, and its relations to the citizens 
of the States as individuals, they being also citizens of the 
Union. 

The N atio:qal government touches the States as corporate 
commonwealths in three points. One is their function in 
helping to form the National government; another. is the 
control exercised over them by the Federal Constitution through 
the Federal courts; the third is the control exercised over 
them by the Federal Legislature and Executive in the dis
charge of the governing functions which these latter authori
ties possess. 

I. The States serve to form the National government by 
choosing presidential electors, by choosing senators, and by 
fixing the franchise which qualifies citizens to vote for mem
bers of the House of Representatives.1 No difficulty has ever 
arisen (except dJlring the Civil War) from any unwillingness 
of the States to discharge these duties, for each State is eager 
to exercise as much influence as it can on the national execu
tive and Congress. But note how much latitude has been left 
to the States. A State may appoint its presidential electors 
in any way it pleases. All States now do appoint them by 
popular vote. But during the first thirty years of the Union 
many States left the choice of electors to their respective legis
latures. So a State may, by its power of prescribing the fran
chise for its State elections, prescribe whatever franchise it 
pleases for the election of its members of the Federal House 
of Representatives, and may thus admit persons who would in 
other States be excluded from the suffrage, or exclude persons 

1 Congress may regulate by statnte the times, places, and manner of holding 
elections for representatives (Const., Art. i. § 4), and has done so to some 
extent. 



CRAP. XXVID WORKING OF THE FEDERAL SYSTEM 327 

who would in other States be admitted. For instance, fifteen 
States now allow aliens (i.e. foreigners not yet naturalized) to 
vote j and any State which should admit women to vote at its 
own State elections (as Wyoming now does) would thereby 
admit them also to vote at congressional elections.l The only 
restriction imposed on State discretion in this respect is that 
of the fifteenth amendment, which forbids any person to be 
deprived of suffrage, on "account of race, colour, or previous 
condition of servitude." I 

II. The Federal Constitution deprives the States of certain 
powers they would otherwise enjoy. Some of these, such as 
that of making treaties, are obviously unpermissible, and such 
as the State need not regret.· Others, however, seriously re
strain their daily action. They are liable to be sued in the 
Federal courts by another State or by a foreign Power. They 
cannot, except with the consent of Congress, tax exports or 
imports, or in any case pass a law impairing the obligation of a 
contract. They must surrender fugitives from the justice of 
any other State. Whether they have transgressed any of these 
restrictions is a question for the courts of law, and, if not in 
the first instance, yet always in the last resort a question for the 
Federal Supreme court. If it is decided that they have trans
gressed, their act, be it legisl3.tive or executive, is null and void. 4 

1 80 In lOme Statee tribal Indians are pennltted to vote. It is odd that the 
votee of perlOns who are not citizens of the United States might, in a State 
where partlea are nearly equal, tnrn the choice of presidential electors in that 
State, and thereby perhapa torn the presidential election in the Union. 

I The Constltntions of lOme Statee retain the old exclusion of negroes from 
the IDffrage, and three exclude natives of China; but these provisions are 
overridden by the fifteenth constitutional amendment. 

• Aa the Statee had not been accustomed to act as IOvereign commonwealths 
In International affairs, they yielded thl. right to the National government 
without demur; whereas Swi88 history .hoWi the larger cantoaa to have been 
nowllUng to drop the practice of sending their own envoys to foreign powers 
and making bargains on their own behalf. 

• Mr. Juatice Miller 0*"88 (Cmtennlal ..4.ddr ... at Philadelphia) that" at 
DO time elnee the formation of the Union has there been a period when there 
were not to be fonnd on the ltatnte books of lOme of the States acts paeeed in 
"tiolatlon of the provisions of the Constitution regarding commerce, acts im
poeIng tues and other bardens upon the free Interchange of commodities, 
dlecrimloatlng againet the productioaa of other States, and attempting to estab
lish regulations of commerce, which the Constitution 8&71 ehall only be done by 
Congrell8." All lach acta are of coarse held Invalid by the courts when ques
tioned before them. 

U has very recently been held that a State cannot forbid a common carrier 
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The President as national executive, and Congress as national 
legislature, have also received from the Constitution the right 
of interfering in certain specified matters with the govern
ments of the States. Congress of course does this by way of 
legislation, and when an Act of Congress, made within the 
powers conferred by the Constitution, conflicts with a State 
statute, the former prevails against the latter. It prevails by 
making the latter null and void, so that if a State .statute has 
been duly passed upon a matter not forbidden to a State by 
the Constitution, and subsequently Congress passes an act on 
the same matter, being one whereon Congress has received the 
right to legislate, the State statute, which was previously 
valid, now becomes invalid to the extent to which it conflicts 
with the Act of Congress. For instance, Congress has power 
to establish a uniform law of bankruptcy over the whole Union. 
It has formerly, in the exercise of this power, passed bank
ruptcy laws; but these have been repealed, and at present 
the subject is left to the State laws, which are accordingly in 
full force in the several States.1 Were Congress again to 
legislate on the subject, these State laws would lose their 
force; 2 and if the law passed by Congress were again repealed, 
they would again spring into life. The field of this so-called 
concurrent legislation is large, for Congress has not yet exer
cised all the powers vested in it of superseding State action. 

It was remarked in the last chapter that in determining the 
powers of Congress on the one hand and of a State government 
on the other, opposite methods have to be followed. The pre
sumption is always in favour of the State j and in order to 
show that it cannot legislate on a subject, th8l'e must be 
pointed out within the four corners of the Constitution some 
express prohibition of the right which it prima/acie possesses, 
or some implied prohibition arising from the fact that legisla
tion by it would conflict with legitimate federal authority.s 

to bring into its jurisdiction intoxicating liquors from another State (Bowman 
v. C. &: N. W. Rly. 125 U. S., p. 4(5) j cf. Leisy v. Hardi·n, 135 U. S., p. 100 j 
Minne80ta v. Barber, 136 U. S., p. 313. 

I See the interesting case of 8turgeB v. Crowninshield, 4 Wheat. 196. 
i And in this instance they would lose their force altogether, because the 

power of Congress being to establish a .. uniform" law, the continued exist
ence of statutes differing in the different States would prevent the law of 
bankruptcy from being uuiform over the Union. 

8 Otherwise in the Federal Constitution of Canada. See Note to Chapter 
XXX. 
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On the other hand, the presumption is always against Con
gress, and to show that it can legislate, some positive grant of 
power to Congress in the Constitution must be pointed out.l 

When the grant is shown, then the Act of Congress has, so 
long as it remains on the statute book, all the force of the 
Constitution itself. In some instances the grant of power to 
Congress to legislate is auxiliary to a prohibition imposed on 
the States. This is notably the case as regards the amend
ments to the Constitution, passed for the protection of the 
lately liberated negroes. They interdict the States from either 
recognizing slavery, or discriminating in any way against any 
class of citizens; they go even beyond citizens in their care, 
and declare that .. no State shall deny to any person within its 
jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws." Now, by each 
of these amendments, Congress is also empowered, which 
practically means enjoined, to .. enforce by appropriate legis
lation" the prohibitions laid tJ.pon the States. Congress has 
done so, bnt some of its efforts have been held to go beyond 
the directions of the amendments, and to be therefore void.1 

The grant of power has not covered them. 
Where the President interferes with a State, he does so either 

under his dnty to give effect to the legislation of Congress, or 
under the discretionary executive functions which the Consti
tntion has entrusted to him. So if any State were to depart 
from a repnblican form of government, it would be his duty 
to bring the fact to the notice of Congress in order that the 
guarantee of that form contained in the Constitution might be 
made effective. If an insurrection broke out against the 
authority of the Union, he would (as in 1861) send Federal 
troops to suppress it. If there should be rival State govern
ments, each claiming to be legitimate, the· President might, 
especially if Congress were not sitting, recognize and support 
the one which he deemed regular and constitutional.' 

I TIle paIIt Deed 110&, 1Imnmn-. be exp-. for it baa freqnently been held 
that. power iDddeatal or i~ntal to • power exp ....... ly given may be con
ferred .poa CongreM by.......-a.,. implication. See II'CuUocl& Y. Jia'7llo.nd. 
, Wheal. p. 316, and poIII, Chapcer Xxxm. 

• See Ihe Appeadil< to Ihe I.- edition of Story'. CommeRtarlu, and Desty'. 
"-Ita,; ... 0/ tile UAiU4 Statu AnnotaU4. 

• ID 187HIi. eonted haYing arieeII iD Louiaiana between two goyemment. 
eaeh claiming to be Ihe Ie~ goyemment of the State, Federal military aid 
... IUpplled to _ of them bylhe Preeiden&, and hia action .... afterwards 
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Are these, it may be asked, the only cases in which Federal 
authority can interfere within the limits of a State to maintain 
order? Are law and order, i.e. the punishment of crimes and 
th~ enforcement of civil rights, left entirely to State authori
ties? The answer is : -

Offences against Federal statutes are justiciable in Fe'deral 
courts, and punishable under Federal authority. There is no 
Federal common law of crimes. 

Resistance offered t-o the 'enforcement of a Federal statute 
may be suppressed by Federal authority. 

Attacks on the property of the Federal government may be 
repelled, aud· disturbances thence arising may be quelled by 
Federal authority. 

The judgments pronounced in civil causes by Federal courts 
are executed by the officers of these courts. 

All other offences and disorders whatsoever are left to be 
dealt with by the duly constitltted authorities of the State, 
who are, however, entitled in one case to summon the power of 
the Union to their aid. 

;-... This case is that of the breaking out in a State of serious 
disturbances. The President is bound on the application of 
the State legislature or executive to quell such disturbances 
by the armed forces of the Union, or by directing the militia 
of another State to enter. Thus in 1194 Washington sup
pressed the so-called Whisky Insurrection in Pennsylvania 
by the militia of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Virginia, and 
Maryland} President Grant was obliged to nse military force 
during the troubles which disturbed several of the Southern 
States after the Civil War; as was President Hayes, during 
the tumults in Pennsylvania caused by the great railway 
strikes of 1811. There have, however, been cases, such as the 
Dorr rebellion in Rhode Island in 1842,· in which a State has 

approved by Congress. It has been doubted, however, whether the case could 
properly be deemed one of "domestic violence" within the meaning of Art. iv 
§ 4 of the Constitution. 

1 This was the first assertion by arms of the supreme authority of the Union, 
aud produced an enormous effect upon opinion. ' 

I President Tyler ordered the militia of Connecticut and Massachusetts to 
be prepared (in case a requisition came from the R. L executive) to guard the 
frontier of Rhode Island against insurgents attempting to enter, aud himself 
took steps for sending in (iu case of need) U. S. regular troops, but the Rhode 
Island militia proved equal to the occasion and succeeded ill suppressing Dorr. 
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itself suppressed an insurrection against its legitimate govern
ment. It is the duty of a State to do so if it can, and to seek 
Federal aid only in extreme cases, when resistance is formida
ble. 

So far we have been considering the relations of the N a
tional government to the States as political communities. Let 
us now see what are its relations to the individual citizens of 
these States. They are citizens of the Union as well as of 
these States, and owe allegiance to both powers. Each power 
has a right to command their obedience. To which then, in 
case of conflict, is obedience due? 

The right of the State to obedience is wider in the area of 
matters which it covers. Pdma facie, every State law, every 
order of a competent State authority, binds the citizen, 
whereas the National government has but a limited power: it 
can legislate or command only for certain purposes or on cer
tain subjects. But within the limits of its power, its authority 
is higher than that of the State, and must be obeyed even at 
the risk of disobeying the State. A recent instance in which 
a State official suffered for obeying his State where its direc
tions clashed with a provision of the Federal Constitution may 
Bet the point in a clear light. A statute of California had 
committed to the city and county authority of San Francisco 
the power of making regulations for the management of gaols. 
This authority had in 1816 passed an ordinance directing that 
every male imprisoned in the county gaol should "immediately 
on hiB arrival have his hair clipped to a uniform length of one 
inch from the scalp." The sheriff having, under this ordi
nance, cut off the queue of a Chinese prisoner, Ho Ah Kow, 
was sued for damages by the prisoner, and the court, holding 
tbat the ordinance had been passed with a special view to tbe 
injury of the Cbinese, who consider the preservation of their 
queue a matter of religion as well as of honour, and that it 
operated unequally and oppressively upon them, in contraven
tion of the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, declared the ordinance invalid, and gave judg
ment against the sheriff.l Similar subsequent attempts against 

1 Cue of No All KO'IIl v. Mo:ttlle1lJ Nunan (July 1879), II Sawyer, Circuit 
CalirI Report., p. 662. A similar ordinance bad been lOme years before cou
rageously vetoed by Mr. Alvord, theJ1 mayor of San Francisco. 
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the Chinese, made under cover of the constitution of California 
of 1879 and divers statuteS; passed thereunder, have been 
defeated by the courts. I 

The safe rule for the private citizen may be thus expressed: 
" Ascertain whether the Federal law is constitutional (i.e. such 
as Congress has power to pass). If it is, conform your conduct 
to it at all hazards. If it is not, disregard it, and obey the 
law of your State." This may seem hard on the private citi
zen. How shall he settle for himself such a delicate point of 
law as whether Congress had power to pass a particular stat
ute, seeing that the question may be doubtful and not have 
come before the courts? But in practice little inconvenience 
arises, for Congress and the State legislatures have learnt to 
keep within their respective spheres, and the questions that 
arise between them are seldom such as need disturb an ordi
nary man. 

The same remarks apply to conflicts between the commands 
of executive officers of the National government on the one 
hand, and those of State officials on the other. If the national 
officer is acting within his constitutional powers, he is entitled 
to be obeyed in- preference to a State official, and conversely, if 
the State official is within his powers, and the national officer 
acting in excess of those which the Federal Constitution con
fers, the State official is to be obeyed. 

The limits of judicial power are more difficult of definition. 
Every citizen can sue and be sued or indicted both in the courts 
of his State and in the Federal courts, but in some classes of 
cases the former, in others the latter, is the proper tribunal, 
while in many it is left· to the choice of the parties before 
which tribunal they will proceed. Sometimes a plaintiff who 
has brought his action in a State court finds when the case has 
gone a certain length that a point of Federal law turns up 
which entitles either himself or the defendant to transfer it to 
a Federal court, or to appeal to such a court should the decision 
have gone against the applicability of the Federal law. Suits 
are thus constantly transferred from State courts to Federal 
courts, but no one can ever reverse the process and carry a 
suit from a Federal COUl-t to a State court. Within its proper 
sphere of pure State law, - and of course the great bulk of the 
cases turn on pure State law, -there is no appeal from a State 
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court to a Federal court; and though the point of law on which 
the case turns may be one which has arisen aud been decided 
in the Supreme court of the Union, a State judge, in a State 
case, is not bound to regard that decision. It has only a moral 
weight, such 38 might be given to the decision of an English 
court, and where the question is one of State law, whether 
common law or statute law, in which State courts--have decided 
one way and a Federal court the other way, the State judge 
ought to follow his own courts. So far does this go, that a 
Federal court in administering State law, ought to reverse its 
own previous decision rather than depart from the view which 
the highest State court has taken.1 All this seems extremely 
complex. I can only say that it is less troublesome in practice 
than could have been expected, because American lawyers are 
accustomed to the intricacies of their system. 

When a plaintiff has the choice of proceeding in a State 
court or in a Federal court, he is sometimes, especially if he 
has a strong case, inclined to select the latter, because the Fed
eral judges are more independent than those of most of the 
States, and less likely to be influenced by any bias. So, too, 
if he thinks that local prejudice may tell against him, he will 
prefer a Federal court, because the jurors are summoned from 
a wider area, and because the judges are accustomed to exert a 
larger authority in guiding and controlling the jury. But it is 
usually more convenient to sue in a State court, seeing that 
there is such a court in every county, whereas Federal courts 
are comparati\"ely few; in many States there is but one.1 

The Federal authority, be it executive or judicial, acts upon 
the citizens of a State directly by means of its own officers, 
who are quite distinct from and independent of the State offi
cials. Federal indirect taxes, for instance, are levied all along 
the coast and over the country by Federal custom-house col
lectors and excisemen, acting under the orders of the treasury 

I 1b1a Ie especlaIJy the rule In _ Involving the title to land. But though 
the u.-:r .... _ted In the text, the Federal courts not unfreqneotly (espe
dally In cotIlIDftI'Cial_),Mt upon their 01I'D Tiewof the State law, and have 
~_ been IICCtI8ed of going., far as to _te a lOR of Federal common 
law. 

I Of eoune " plaintUf wbo thInb \oeal prejudiee will befriend him will 
r~ the State eoan, but the defendant may have the cause removed to a 
rederal_ If be be " eitUen of ..... ther State or an alien, or if the question 
......... ndl .. to gm. Feden.l j1lriadjction. 
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department at Washington. The judgments of Federal courts 
are carried out by United States marshals, likewise dispersed 
over the country and supplied with a staff of assistants. This 
is a provision of the utmost importance, for it enables the cen
tral National government to keep its finger upon the people 
everywhere, and make its laws an~ the commands of its duly 
constituted authorities respected whether the State within 
whose territory it acts be heartily loyal or not, and whether 
the law which is being enforced be popular or obnoxious. The 
machinery of the National government ramifies over the whole 
Union as the nerves do over the human body, placing every 
point in direct connection with the central executive. The 
same is, of course, true of the army: but the army is so small 
and stationed in so few spots, mostly in the Far West where 
Indian raids are feared, that it scarcely comes into a view of 
the ordinary working of the system. 

What happens if the authority of the National government 
is opposed, if, for instance, an execution levied in pursuance 
of a judgment of a Federal court is resisted, or Federal excise
men are impeded in the seizure of an illicit distillery? 

Supposing the United States marshal or other Federal 
officer to be unable to overcome the physical force. opposed 
to him, he may summon all good citizens to assist him, just 
as the sheriff may summon the posse comitatus. If this 
appeal proves insufficient, he must call upon the President, 
who may either order national troops to his aid or may 
require the militia of the State in which resistance is offered 
to overcome that resistance. Inferior Federal officers are 
not entitled to make requisitions for State force. The com
mon law principle that all citizens are bound to assist the 
ministers of the law holds good in America as in England, but 
it is as true in the one country as in the other, that what is 
everybody'S business is nobody's business. Practically, the 
Federal authorities are not resisted in the more orderly 
States and more civilized districts. In such regions, however, 
as the mountains of Tennessee, Eastern Kentucky, and North 
Carolina the inland revenue officials find it very hard to en
force the excise laws, because the country is wild, conceal
ment is easy among the woods and rocks, and the population 
sides with the smugglers. And in some of the western States 
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an injunction granted by a court, whether a Federal or a State 
oourt, is occasionally disregarded.1 Things were, of course, 
much worse before the War of Secession had established the 
authority of the central government on an immovable basis. 
Federal law did not prove an unquestioned protection either to 
persons who became in some districts unpopular from preaching 
Abolitionism, or to those Southern slave-catchers, who endea.
voured, under the Fugitive Slave laws, to recapture in the 
northern States slaves who had escaped from their masters.' 
Passion ran high, and great as is the respect for law, passion 
in America, as everywhere else in the world, will have its way. 

If the duly constituted authorities of a State resist the laws 
and orders of the National government, a more difficult ques
tion arises. This has several times happened. 

In November 1198 the legislature of Kentucky adopted 
resolutions declaring that the Constitution was not a sub
mission of the States to a general government, but a compact 
whereby they formed such a government for special purposes 
and delegated to it certain definite powers j that when the 
general government assumed undelegated powers, its acts were 
unauthoritative and void j and that it had not been made the 
exclusive or final judge of the extent of the powers delegated 
to it. Five weeks later the Virginia legislature passed 
similar but more guarded resolutions, omitting, inter alia, the 
last of the above mentioned deliverances of Kentucky. Both 
States went on to declare that the Sedition and Alien Acts 
recently passed by Congress were unconstitutional, and asked 
the other States to join in this pronouncement and to co·oper
ata in securing the repeal of the statutes.s Seven States 
answered, all in an adverse sense. 

I The attaeka npon the Chineee which Federal authorities have had tc check 
have moatly taken place not in States but in Territcries (such as Washington 
and Montana till recently were), where the direct power of the Federal Gov· 
ernment I. greater than In a State. See Chapter XL vn. 

I It W8II held that a State could not authorize its courts tc enforce the Fugi· 
tive Slave !ews. Being Federal statutes, their enforcement belonged to the 
Nationa! government only. Consider Prigg v. PenmyllJania, 16 Pet. 539 . 

• There have been endless discussionl In America as tc the true meaning and 
IlItent of thess famoua resolntions, a lucid account of which may be found in 
the article (by Mr. Ales. Johnltcn) "Kentucky Reaolutionl,"In the ~merican 
t."'~Wpedia of Political SrlefIM. The Kentncky reeolutions were drafted by 
Jellenon, who however did not acknowledge his authorship till 1821, the Vir
ginia reeolutinDl b)' t.:.e more c&utlnua Madison. Those who defend Jelfereon'l 



336 THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT PART. 

In 1808 the legislatures of some of the New England State~ 
passed resolutions condemning the embargo which the National 
government had laid upon shipping by an Act of that year. 
The State judges, emboldened by these resolutions, took all 
attitude consistently hostile to the embargo, holding it to bE 
unconstitutional; popular resistance broke out in some oj 
the coast towns; and the Federal courts in New England sel
dom succeeded in finding juries which would convict evell 
for the most flagrant violation of its provisions. At the out
break of the war of 1812 the governors of Massachusetts and 
Connecticut refused to allow the State militia to leave theil 
State in pursuance of a requisition made by the President 
under the authority of an Act of Congress, alleging the 
requisition' to be unconstitutional; and in October 1814 thE 
legislatures of these two States and of Rhode Island, States 
in which the New England feeling against the war had risell 
high, sent· delegates to a Convention 'at Hartford, which, aftel 
three weeks of secr~t session, issued a report declaring that "it 
is as much the duty of the State authorities to watch over the 
rights reserved as of the United States to exercise the powers 
delegated," laying down doctrines substantially similar to those 
of the Kentucky resolutions, and advising certain amend· 
ments to the Federal Constitution, with a menace as to fur· 
ther action In case these should be rejected. Massachusetts 
and Connecticut adopted the report; but before their com· 
missioners reached Washington, peace with Great BritaiII 
had been concluded. In 1828-3Q Georgia refused to obey aD 
Act of Congress regarding the Cherokee Indians, and tc 
respect the treaties which the United States had made witll 
that tribe and the Creeks. The Georgian legislature passed 
and enforced Acts in contempt of Federal authority, and 
disregarded the orders of the Supreme court, President Jack. 
son, who had an old frontiersman's hatred to the Indians, 
declining to interfere. 

action argue, and probably rightly, that what he aimed at was not forcible 
resistance, but the amendment of the Constitntion 80 as to negative the con· 
struction that was being put upon it by the Federalists. 

Judge Cooley observes to me, "The most authoritative exponents of the 
States' Rights creed would probably have said that' the nullification by thE 
States of all unauthorized acts done under cover of the Constitution' intended 
by the Resolutions, was a nullification by constitutional means." 
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Finally, in 1832, South Carolina, first in a State convention 
and then by her legislature, amplified while professing to repeat 
the claim of the Kentucky resolutions of 1198, declared the 
tariff imposed by Congress to be null and void as regarded her
self, and proceeded to prepare for secession and war. In none· 
of these cases was the dispute fought out either in the courts or 
in the field 1; and the questions as to the right' of a State to 
resist Federal authority, and as to the means whereby she could 
be coerced, were left over for future settlement. Settled they 
finally were by the Civil War of 1861-&5, since which time the 
following doctnnes may be deemed established:.- . 

No State has a right to declare an act of the Federal govern- \ I 
ment invalid. I \ 

No S~te has a right to secede from the Union. \ 
The only authority competent to decide finally on the con-

8titutionality of an act of Congress or of the national executive 
is the Federal judiciary.' 

Any act of a State legislature or a State executive conflicting 
with the Constitution, or with an act of the National govern
ment done nnder the Constitution, is really an act not of the 
State government, which cannot legally act against the Consti
tution, but of persons falsely assuming to act as such govern-

1 The Acta eomp1ained of by Kentncky and Virginia provoked a reaction 
wblch Jed to the overthrow 01 tbe Federalist party wbich bad passed them. 
Of the mOlt Important among them, ooe WlI8 repealed and the other, the Sedi
tion Act, expired in 1801 by eftlwdon of time. Jefferson, wben be became . 
...... Ident In tbat year, &bowed biB disapproval of It by pardoning persons con
..-\cted ander It. Tbe Embargo was raised by Congress in conseqnence of tbe 
.uong oppoeltion of New England. In these cases, tberefore, it may be 
thongbt thet the ..-\ctory Inbetantially remained with the protesting States, 
wbile the resistance of Sonth Carolina to the tariff WlI8 settled by a com
promise • 

• Of COIUII8, as already observed, a State oftlcer or a private citizen may dis
regard an act of the Federal government if he holda It DDconstitntional. Bnt 
he does 80 at his periL 

I Any eonrt, State or Federal, may decide on Inch a qneetion in the tirst in
etance. Bat If the qneetion be a pllJ'eJy political one, it may be incapable of 
""Ing decided by any eourt whatever (eee Chapter XXIV.), and in such cssee 
the decllliOll of the politiral departments (Congress or the President, as the 
ra. may be) of the Federal govemment is necessarily tinal, though, of course, 
liable to be reversed by a lu'-quent Congress or President. The caees which 
arose on the Reconatmctlon Acta, alter the War 01 Secession, afford an illus
tration. The attMnpts made to bring these before the conrta failed, and the 
acta were enforoed. See Georgia Y. /Stanton, 6 WaIL p. 67. 

VOL. I Z 
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ment, and is therefore ipso jure void.1 Those who disobey 
Federal authority on the ground of the commands of a. State 
authority are therefore insurgents against the Union who must 
be coerced by its power. The coercion of such iusurgents is 
directed not against the State but against them as individual 
though combined wrongdoers. A State cannot secede and can
not rebel. Similarly, it cannot be coerced. 

This view of the matter, which seems on the whole to be that 
taken by the Supreme court in the cases that arose after the 
Civil War, disposes, as has been well observed by Judge Hare,' 
of the difficulty which President Buchanan felt (see his mes
sage of 3d December 1860) as to the coercion of a. State by the 
Union. He argued that because the Constitution did not pro
vide for such coercion, a. proposal in the Convention of.1181 to 
authorize it having been ultimately dropped, it was legally 
impossible. The best answer to this contention is that such a. 
provision would have been superfluous, because a. State cannot 
legally act against the Constitution. All that is needed is the 
power, unquestionably contained in the Constitution (Art. iii. 
§ 3), to subdue and punish individuals guilty of treason against 
the Union.' 

Except in the cases which have been already specified, the 
National government has no right whatever of interfering either 
with a State as a. commonwealth or with the individual citizens 
thereof, and may be lawfully resisted should it attempt to do 
so. 
. "What then?" the European reader may ask. "Is the 
National government without the power and the duty of correct
ing the social and political evils which it may find to exist in a. 
particular State, and which a. vast majority of the nation may 
condemn? Suppose widespread brigandage to exist in one of 

lIt may, however, happen that a State law is unconstitutional in part only, 
perhaps in some trifling details, and in such cases that part only will be invalid, 
and the rest of the law will be upheld. For instance, a criminal statute might 
be framed so as to apply retrospectively as well as prospectively. So far as 
retrospective it wonld be bad, but good for all future cases. (See Const., Art. 
i § 10, par. 1.) 

2 .American Constitutional Law, p.61. 
8 Swiss practice allows the Federal government to coerce a disobedient can

ton. This is commonly done hy quartering Federal troops in it at its expense 
till its governmeut yields - a form of coercion which Swiss frugality dislikes 
- or by withholding its share of Federal grants. 
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the States, endangering life and property. Suppose contracts 
to be habitually broken, alld no redress to be obtainable in the 
State courts. Suppose the police to be in league with the 
assassins. Suppose the most mischievous laws to be enacted, 
laws, for instance, which recognize polygamy, leave homicide 
unpunished, drive away CI'pital by imposing upon it an intoler
able load of taxation. Is the nation obliged to stand by with 
folded arms while it sees a meritorious minority oppressed, the 
prosperity of the State ruined, a pernicious example set to other 
States? Is it to be debarred from using its supreme author
ity to rectify these mischiefs?" 

The answer is, Yes. Unless the legislation or administra
tion of such a State transgresses some provision of the Federal 
Constitution (such as that forbidding ex post facto laws, or laws 
impairing the obligation of a contract), the National govern
ment not .. .nly 0ll6ht not to interfere but cannot interfere. The 
State must go its own way, with whatever injury to private 
rights and common interests its folly or perversity may cause. 

Such a case is not imaginary. In the Slave States before 
the war, 8J.though the negroes were not, as a rule, harshly 
treated, many shocking laws were passed, and society was. 
going from bad to worse. In parts of a few of the western 
States at this moment, the roads and even the railways are 
infested by robbers, justice is uncertain and may be unattaina
ble when popular sentiment does not support the law. Homi
cide often goes unpunished by the courts, though sometimes 
punished by Judge Lynch. So, too, in a few of these States 
statutes opposed to sound principles of legislation have been 
passed, and have brought manifold evils in their train. But 
the Federal government looks on unperturbed, with no remorse 
for neglected duty. 

The obvious explanation of this phenomenon is that the 
large measure of independence left to the States under the 
Federal system makes it necessary to tolerate their misdoings 
in Bome directions. As a distinguished authority 1 observes to 
me, "The Federal Constitution provided for the protection of 
contracts, and against those oppressions most likely to result 
from popular passion and demoralization; and if it had been 
proposed to go further and give to the Federal authority a 

'.Judge Coole7. 



840 THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT PART· 

power to intervene in still more extreme cases, the answer 
would probably have been that such cases were far less likely 
to arise than was the Federal power to intervene improperly 
under the pressure of party passion or policy, if its interven
tion were permitted, To have authorized such intervention 
would have been to run counter to the whole spirit of the 
Constitution, which kept steadily in view as the wisest policy 
local government for local affairs, general government. for 
general affairs only. Evils would unquestionably arise. But 
the Philadelphia Convention believed that they would be kept 
at a minimum and most quickly cured by strict adherence to 
this policy.· The scope for Federal interference was consider
ably enlarged after the Civil War, but the general division of 
authority between the States and the nation was not dis
turbed." 

So far from lamenting as a fault, though an unavoidable 
fault, of their Federal system, the State independence I have 
described, the Americans are inclined to praise it as a merit . 

. They argue, not merely that the best way on the whole is to 
leave a State to itself, but that this is the only way in which 
a permanent. cure of its diseases will be effected. They are 
consistent not only in their Federal principles but in their 
democratic principles. "As laissez aller," they say, "is the 
necessary course in a Federal government, so it is the right 
course in all free governments. Law will never be strong or 
respected unless it has the sentiment of the people behind it. 
If the people of a State make bad laws, they will suffer for it. 
They will be the first to suffer. Let them suffer. Suffering, 
and nothing else, will implant that sense of responsibility 
which is the first step to reform. Therefore let them stew in 
their own juice: let them make their bed and lie upon it.. If 
they drive capital away, there will be less work for the arti
sans: if they do not enforce contracts, trade will decline, and 
the evil will work out its remedy sooner or later. Perhaps it 
will be later rather than sooner: if so, the experience will be 
all the more conclusive. Is it said that the minority of wise 
and peaceable citizens may suffer? Let them exert them
selves to bring their fellows round to a better mind. Reason 
and experience will be on their side. We cannot be democrats 
by halves i and where self-government is given, the majority 
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of the community must· rule. Its rule will in the end be 
better than that of any external power." No doctrine more 
completely pervades the American people, the iustructed as 
well as the uninstructed. Philosophers will tell you that it is 
the method by which Nal.ure governs, in whose economy error 
is followed by pain and suffering, whose laws carry their own 
sanction with them. Divines will tell you that it is the 
method by which God governs: God is a righteous Judge and 
God is provoked every day, yet He makes His sun to rise on 
the evil and the good, and sends His rain upon the just and 
the unjust. He does not directly intervene to punish faults, 
but leaves sin to bring its own appointed penalty. Statesmen 
will point to the troubles which followed the attempt to govern 
the reconquered seceding States, first by military force and 
then by keeping a great part of their population disfranchised, 
and will declare that such evils as still exist in the South are 
far less grave than those which the denial of ordinary self
goverument invobed. "So," they pursue, "Texas aud Cali
fornia will in time unlearn their bad habits and come out right 
if we leave them alone: Federal interference, even had we the 
machinery needed for prosecuting it, would check the natural 
process by which the better elements in these raw communi
ties are purging away the maladies of youth, and reaching the 
settled health of manhood." 

A. European may say that there is a dangerous side to this 
application of democratic faith in local majorities and iu 
tau- aIkr. Doubtless there is: yet those who have learnt to 
know the Americans will answer that no nation better under
stands its own business. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

CRITICISM OF THE FEDERAL SYSTEM 

ALL Americans have long been agreed that the only possible 
form of government for their country is a Federal one. All 
have perceived that a centralized system would be inexpedient, 
if not unworkable, over so large an area, and have still more 
strongly felt that to cut up the continent into absolutely inde
pendent States would not only involve risks of war but injure 
commerce and retard in a thousand ways the material develop
ment of every part of the country. But regarding the nature 
of the Federal tie that ought to exist there have been keen 
and frequent controversies, dormant at present, but which 
might break out afresh should there arise a new question of 
social or economic change capable of bringing the powers of 
Congress into collision with the wishes of any State or group 
of States. The general suitability to the country of a Federal 
system is therefore accepted, and need not be discussed. I pass 
to consider the strong and weak points of that which exists. 

The faults generally charged on federations as compared with 
unified governments are the following:-

I. Weakness in the conduct of foreign affairs. 
II. Weakness in home government, that is to say, deficient 

authority over the component States and the individual 
citizens. 

III. Liability to dissolution by the secession or rebellion of 
States. 

IV. Liability to division into groups and factions by the 
formation of separate combinations of the component States. 

V. Want of uniformity among the States in legislation and 
administration. 

VI. Trouble, expense, and delay due to the complexity of a 
double system of legislation and administration. 

841 
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The first four of these are all due to the same cause, viz. the 
existence within one government, which ought to be able to 
speak and act in the name and with the united strength of the 
nation, of distinct centres of force, organized political bodies 
into which part of the nation's strength has flowed, and whose 
resistance to the will of the majority of the whole nation is 
likely to be more effective than could be the resistance of in
dividuals, because such bodies have each of them a government, 
a revenue, a militia, a local patriotism to unite them, whereas 
individual recalcitrants, however numerous, would be unor
ganized, and less likely to find a legal standing ground for 
opposition. The gravity of the first two of the four alleged 
faults haa been exaggerated by most writers, who have assumed, 
on iuaufficient grounds, that Federal governments are neces
sarily weak. Let us, however, see how far America has ex
perienced such troubles from these features of a Federal system. 

I. In ita early years, the Union was not successful in the man
agement of ita foreign relations. Few popular governments 
are, because a successful foreign policy needs in a world such as 
ours conditions which popular governments seldom enjoy. In 
the days of Adams, Jefferson, and Madison, the Union put up 
with a great deal of ill-treatment from France as well as from 
England. It drifted rather than steered into the war of 1812. 
The conduct of that war was hampered by the opposition of the 
New England States. The Mexican war of 1846 was due to 
the slaveholders; but as the combination among the Southern 
leaders which entrapped the nation into that conflict might 
have been equally successful in a unified country, the blame 
nt'ed not be laid at the door of Federalism. Of late years the 
principle of abstention from Old World complications has been 
so heartily and consistently adhered to that the capacities of 
the Federal system for the conduct of foreign affairs have been 
little tried; and the likelihood of any danger from abroad is so 
slender that it may be practically ignored. But when a ques
tion of external policy arises which interests only one part of 
the Union, the existence of States feeling themselves specially 
affected is apt to have a strong and probably an unfortunate 
influence. Only in this way can the American government be 
deemed likely to suffer in its foreign relations from its Federal 
character. 
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II. For the purposes of domestic government the Federal 
authority is now, in ordinary times, sufficiently strong. How
ever, as was remarked in last chapter, there have been occa,. 
sions when the resistance of even a single State disclosed its 
weakness. Had a man less vigorous than Jackson occupied 
the presidential chair in 1832, South Carolina would probably 
have prevailed against the Union. In the Kansas troubles of 
1855-56 the national executive played a sorry part; and even 
in the resolute hands of President Grant it was hampered in 
the re-establishment of order in the reconquered southern 
States by the rights which the Federal Constitution secured to 
those States. The only general conclusion Oil this point which 
can be drawn from history is that while the central govern
ment is likely to find less and less difficulty in enforcing its 
will against a State or disobedient subjects, because the pres
tige of its success in the Civil War has strengthened it, and 
the facilities of communication make the raising and moving of 
troops more easy, nevertheless recalcitrant States, or groups of 
States, still enjoy certain advantages for resistance, advantages 
due partly to their legal position, partly to their local senti
ment, which rebels might not have in unified countries like 
England, France, or Italy. 

III. Everybody knows that it was the Federal system and 
the doctrine of State sovereignty grounded thereon, and not 
expressly excluded, tho':lgh certainly not recognized, by the 
Constitution, which led to the secession of 1861, and gave 
European powers a plausible ground for recognizing the insur
gent minority as belligerents. Nothing seems now less prob
able than another secession, not merely because the supposed 
legal basis for it has been abandoned, and because the advan
tages of continued union are more obvious than ever before, 
but because the precedent of the victory won by the North 
will discourage like attempts in the future. l This is so strongly 
felt that it has not even been thought worth while to add to 
the Constitution an amendment negativing the right to secede. 
The doctrine of the legal indestructibility of the Union is now 

1 The Roman Catholic cantons of Switzerland (or rather the majority of 
them) formed a separate league (the so-called Sonderbund) which it needed 
the war of 1847 to put down. And the effect of that war was, as in the par
allel case of America, to tighten the Federal bond for the future. 
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well established. To establish it, however, cost thousands of 
millions of dollars and the lives of a million of men. 

IV. The combination of States into groups was a familiar 
feature of politics before the war. South Carolina and the 
Gulf States constituted one such, and the most energetic, 
group j the New England States frequently acted as another, 
especially during the war of 1812. At present, though there 
are several sets of States whose common interests lead their 
representatives ~n Congress to act together, it is no longer the 
fashion for States to combine in an official way through their 
State organizations, and their doing so would excite reprehen
sion. It is easier, safer, and more effective to act through the 
great national parties. Any considerable State interest (such 
as that of the silver-miners or cattle-men, or Protectionist 
manufacturers) can generally compel a party to conciliate it 
by threatening to forsake the party if neglected. Political 
action runs less in State channels than it did formerly, and 
the only really threatening form which the combined action of 
States could take, that of using for a common disloyal purpose 
State revenues and the machinery of State governments, has 
become, since the failure of secession, most improbable. 

It has been a singular piece of good fortune that lines of 
religious difference have never happened to coincide with State 
lines j nor has any particular creed ever dominated any group 
of States. The l·eligious forces which in some countries and 
times have given rise to grave civil discord, have in America 
never weakened the Federal fabric. 

V. The want of uniformity in private law and methods of 
administration is an evil which different minds will judge by 
different standards. Some may think it a positive benefit to . 
secure a variety which is interesting in itself and makes pos
sible the trying of experiments from which the whole country 
may profit. Is variety within a country more a gain or a loss? 
Diversity in coinage, in weights and measures, in the rules 
regarding bills and cheques and banking and commerce gener
ally, is obviously inconvenient. Diversity in dress, in food, in 
the habits and usages of society, is almost as obviously a thing 
to rejoice over, because it diminishes the terrible monotony of 
life. Diversity in religious opinion and worship excited horror 
in the Middle Ages, but now passes unnoticed, except where 
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governments are intolerant. In the United States the possible 
diversity of laws is immense. Subject to a few prohibitions 
contained in the Constitution, each State can play whatever 
tricks it pleases with the law of family relations, of inher. 
itance, of contracts, of torts, of crimes. But the actual diver· 
sity is not great, for all the States, save Louisiana, have taken 
the English common and statute law of 1776 as their point of 
departure, and have adhered to its main principles. A more 
complete uniformity as regards marriage and divorce might be 
desirable, for it is particularly awkward not to know whether 
you are married or not, nor whether you have been or can be 
divorced or not; and several States have tried bold experiments 
in divorce laws.1 But, on the whole, far less inconvenience 
than. could have been expected seems to be caused by the vary· 
ing laws of different States, partly because commercial law is 
the department in which the diversity is smallest, partly because 
American practitioners and judges have become expert in apply. 
ing the rules for determining which law, where those of differ· 
ent States are in question, ought to be deemed to govern a given 
case.z However, eight States have very recently taken steps to 
reduce this diversity by appointing Commissions, instructed to 
meet and confer as to the best means of securing uniform State 
legislation on some important subjects. 

VI. He who is conducted over an iron-clad warship, and sees 
the infinite intricacy of the machinery and mechanical appli. 
ances }'Vhich it contains and by which its engines, its guns, its 
turrets, its torpedoes, its apparatus for anchoring and making 
sail, are worked, is apt to think that it must break down in the 
rough practice of war. He is told, however, that the more is 
done by machinery, the more safely and easily does everything 
go on, because the machinery can be relied on to work accurately, 
and the performance by it of the heavier work leaves the crew 

1 There is, however, little substantial diversity in the laws of marriage in 
differeut States, the rule everywhere prevailing that no special ceremony is 
requiSite, and the statutory forms not being deemed imperative. Even as 
regards divorce more trouble arises from frauds practised on the laws than 
from divergent provisions in the laws themselves. 

i Although the law of Scotland still differs in many material points from 
that of England and Ireland, having had a different origin, British subjects 
and courts do not find the practical inconveniences arising from the diversities 
to be serious except as respects marriage and the succession to property. The 
mercantile law of the two countries tends to become practically the same. 
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free to attend to the general management of the vessel and her 
armament. So in studying the elaborate devices with which 
the Federal system of the United States has been equipped, 
one fancies that with so many authorities and bodies whose 
functions are intricately interlaced, and some of which may 
collide with others, there must be a great risk of break-downs 
and deadlocks, not to speak of an expense much exceeding 
that which is incident to a simple centralized government. In 
America, however, smoothness of working is secured by elabo
ration of device; and complex as the mechanism of the govern
ment may appear, the citizens have grown so familiar with it 
that its play is smooth and easy, attended with less trouble, 
and certainly with less suspicion on the part of the people, 
than would belong to a scheme which vested all powers in one 
administration and one legislature. The expense is admitted, 
but is considered no grave defect when compared with the 
waste which arises from untrustworthy officials and legislators 
whose depredations would, it is thought, be greater were their 
sphere of action wider, and the checks upon them fewer. He 
who examines a system of government from without is gener
ally disposed to overrate the difficulties in working which its 
complexity causes. Few things, for instance, are harder than 
to explain to a person who has not been a student in one of 
the two ancient English universities the nature of their highly 
complex constitution and the relation of the colleges to the 
university. If be does apprehend it he pronounces it too in
tricate for the purposes it has to serve. To those who have 
grown up under it, nothing is simpler and more obvious. 

There is a blemish characteristic of the American federation 
which Americans seldom notice because it seems to them un
avoidable. This is the practice in selecting candidates for Fed
eral office of regarding not so much the merits of the candidate 
as the effect which his nomination will have lIpon the vote of 
the State to which he belongs. Second-rate men are run for 
first-rate posts, not because the party which runs them overrates 
their capacity, but because it expects to carry their State either 
by their local influence or through the pleasure which the State 
feels in the prospect of seeing one of its own citizens in high 
office. This of course works in favour of the politicians who 
come from a large State. No doubt the leading men of a 
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large State are prima facie more likely to be men of high 
ability than those of a small State, because the field of choice 
is wider, the competition probably keener. One is reminded 
of the story of the leading citizen in the isle of Seriphus who 
observed to Themistocles, "You would not have been famous 
had you been born in Seriphus," to which Themistocles repliEld, 
"Neither would you had you been born in Athens." The two 
great litates of Virginia and Massachusetts reared one half of 
the men who won distinction in the first fifty years of the his
tory of the Republic. Nevertheless it often happens that a 
small State produces a first-rate man, whom the country ought 
to have in one of its highest places, but who is passed over 
because the Federal system gives great weight to the voice of 
a State, and because State sentiment is so strong that the 
voters of a State which has a large and perhaps a doubtful 
vote to cast in national elections, prefer an inferior man in 
whom they are directly interested to a superior one who is a 
stranger. 

I have left to the last the gravest reproach which Europeans 
have been wont to bring against Federalism in America. They 
attributed to it the origin, or at least the virulence, of the great 
struggle over slavery which tried the Constitution so severely. 
That struggle created parties whIch, though they had adherents 
everywhere, no doubt tended more and more to become identi
fied with States, controlling the State organizations and bending 
the State governments to their service. It gave tremendous 
importance to legal questions arising out of the differences be
tween the law of the Slave States and the Free States, questions 
which the Constitution had either evaded or not foreseen. It 
shook the credit of the Supreme court by making the judicial 
decision of those questions appear due to partiality to the 
Slave States. It disposed the extreme men on both sides to 
hate the Federal Union which bound tliem in the same body 
with their antagonists. It laid hold of the doctrine of State 
rights and State sovereignty as entitling a commonwealth 
which deemed itself aggrieved to shake off allegiance to the 
national government. Thus at last it brought about secession 
and the great civil war. Even when the war was over, the 
dregs of the poison continued to haunt and vex the system, 
and bred fresh disorders in it. The constitutional duty of re-
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establishing the State governments of the conquered States on 
the one hand, and on the other hand the practical danger of 
doing so while their people remained disaffected, produced 
the military governments, the "carpet bag" governments, the 
Ku Klux Klan outrages, the gift of suffrage to a negro popu
lation unfit for such a privilege, yet apparently capable of 
being protected in no other way. All these mischiefs, it has 
often been argued, are the results of the Federal structure of 
the government, which carried in its bosom the seeds of its 
own destruction, seeds sure to ripen so soon as there arose a 
question that stirred men deeply. 

It may be answered not merely that the National govern
ment has survived this struggle and emerged from it stronger 
than before, but also that Federalism did not produce the 
struggle, but only gave to it the particular form of a series of 
legal controversies over the Federal pact followed by a war of 
States against the Union. Where such vast economic inter
ests were involved, and such hot passions roused, there must 
anyhow have been a conflict, and it may well be that a conflict 
raging within the vitals of a centralized government would 
have proved no less terrible and would have left as many 
noxious sequelae behind. 

In blaming either the conduct cf a person or the plan and 
scheme of a government for evils which have actually fol
lowed, men are apt to overlook those other evils, perhaps as 
great, which might have flowed from differe.nt conduct or 
some other plan. All that can fairly be concluded from the 
history of the American Union is that Federalism is obliged 
by the law of its nature to leave in the hands of States powers 
whose exercise may give to political controversy a peculiarly 
dangerous form, may impede the assertion of national author
ity, may even, when long~ontinued exasperation has sus
pended or destroyed the feeling of a common patriotism, 
threaten national unity itself. Against this danger is to be 
set the fact that the looser structure of a Federal govern
ment and the scope it gives for diversities ()f legislation in 
different parts of a country may avert sources of discord, or 
prevent local discord from growing into a. contest of national 
magnitude. 



CHAPTER XXX 

:MERITS OF THE FEDERAL SYSTEM 

I DO not propose to discuss in this chapter the advantages 
of Federalism in general, for to do this we should have to 
wander off to other times and countries, to talk of Achaia and 
the Hanseatic League and the Swiss Confederation. I shall . 
comment on those merits only which the experience of the 
American Union illustrates. . 

There are two distinct lines of argument by which their 
Federal system was recommended to the framers of the Con
stitution, and upon which it is still held forth for imitation 
to other countries. These lines have been so generally con
founded that it is well to present them in a precise form. 

The first set of arguments point to Federalism proper, and 
are the following: -

1. That Federalism furnishes the means of uniting com
monwealths into one nation under one national government 
without extinguishing their separate administrations, legislar 
tures, and local patriotisms. As the Americans of 1787 would 
probably have preferred complete State independence to the 
fusion of their States into a unified government, Federalism 
was the .only resource. So when the new Germanic Empire, 
which is really a Federation, was established in 1871, Bavaria 
and Wurtemberg could not have been brought under a national 
government save by a Federal scheme. Similar suggestions, 
as every one knows, have been made for re-settling the relations 
of Ireland to Great Britain, and of the self-governing British 
colonies to the United Kingdom. There are causes and condi
tions which dispose independent or semi-independent commu
nities, or peoples living under loosely compacted governments, 
to form a closer union in a Federal form. There are other 
causes and conditions which dispose the subjects of one gov-

lI§O 
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ernment, or sections of these subjects, to desire to make their 
governmental union less close by substituting a Federal for a 
unitary system. In both sets of cases, the centripetal or cen
trifugal forces spring from the local position, the history, the 
sentiments, the economic needs of those among whom the prob
lem arises i aI1d that which is good for one people or political 
body is not necessarily good for another. Federalism is an 
equally legitimate resource whether it is adopted for the sake 
of tightening or for the sake of loosening a pre-existing bond. 

2. That Federalism supplies the best means of developing a 
new and vast country. It permits an expansion whose extent, 
and whose rate and manner of progress, cannot be foreseen to 
proceed with more variety jf methods, more adaptation of laws 
and administration to the' circumstances of each part of the ter
ritory, and altogether in a more truly natural and spontaneous 
way, than can be expected under a centralized government, 
which is disposed to apply its settled system through all its do
minions. Thus the special needs of a new region are met by the 
inhabitants in the way they find best: its special evils are cured 
by special remedies, perhaps more drastic than an old country 
demands, perhaps more lax than an old country would tolerate i 
while at the same time the spirit of self-reliance among those 
who bnild up these new communities is stimulated and re
spected. 

3. That Federalism prevents the rise of a despotic central 
government, absorbing other powers, and menacing the private 
liberties of the citizen. This may now seem to have been an 
idle fear, so far as America was concerned. It was, however, 
a very real fear among the great-grandfathers of the present 
Americans, and nearly led to the rejection even of so undespotic 
an instrument as the Federal Constitution of 1789. Congress 
(or the President, as the case may be) is still sometimes de
scribed as a tyrant by the party which does not control it, 
limply because it is a central government: and the States are 
represented as bulwarks against its encroachments. 

The second set of arguments relate to and recommend not 
10 much Federalism as local self-government. I state them 
briefly because they are familiar. 

4. Self-government stimulates the interest of people in the 
affairs of their neighbourhood, BustaiDB local political life, edu-
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c3;tes the citizen in his daily round of civic duty, teaches him 
that perpetual vigilance and the sacrifice of 1is own time and 
labour are the price that must be paid for individual liberty 
and collective prosperity. 

5. Self-government secures the good administration of local 
affairs by giving the inhabitants of each locality due means of 
overseeing the conduct of their business. 

That these two sets of grounds are distin(lt appea!,s from the 
fact that the sort of local interest which local self-government 
evokes is quite a different· thing from the interest men feel in 
the affairs of a large body like an American State. So, too, the 
control over its own affairs of a township, or even a small 
county, where everybody can know what is going on, is quite 
different from the control exercisable over the affairs of a com
monwealth with a' million of people. Local self-government 
may exist in a unified country like England, and may be want
ing in a Federal country like Germany. And in America itself, 
while some States, like those of New England, possessed an 
admirably complete system of local government, others, such 
as Virginia, the old champion of State sovereignty, were im
perfectly p:J:"ovided with it. Nevertheless, through both sets of 
arguments there runs the general principle, applicable in every 
part and branch of government; that, where other things are 
equal, the more power is given to the units which compose the 
nation, be they large' or small, and the less to the nation as a 
whole and to its central authority, so much the fuller will be 
the liberties and so much greater the energy of the individuals 
who compose the people. This principle, though it had not 
been then formulated in the way men formulate it now, was 
heartily embraced by the Americans. Perhaps it was because 
they agreed in taking it as an axiom that they seldom referred 
to it in the subsequent controversies regarding State rights. 
These controversies proceeded on the basis of the Constitution as 
a law rather than on considerations of general political theory. 
A European reader of the history of the first seventy years 
of the United States is surprised how little is said, through the 
interminable discussions regarding the relation of the Federal 
government to the States, on the respective advantages. of cen
tralization or localization of powers as a matter of historical 
experience and general expediency. 
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Three further benefits to be expected from a e~Q~uQ 
may be mentioned, benefits which seem to have bee . 
or little regarded by those who established it in America. 

6. Federalism enables a people to try experiments iulegis
lation and administration which could not be safely tried in 
a large centralized country. A comparatively small common
wealth like an American State easily makes and unmakes its 
laws; mistakes are not serions, for they are soon corrected; 
other States profit by the experience of a law or a method 
which has worked well or ill in the State that has tried it. 

1. Federalism, if it diminishes the collective force of a nation, 
diminishes also the risks to which its size and the diversities of 
its parts expose it. A nation so divided is like a ship built with 
water-tight compartments. When a leak is sprung in one com
partment, the cargo stowed there may be damaged, but the other 
compartments remain dry aud keep the ship afloat. So if social 
discord or an economic crisis has produced disorders 9r foolish 
legislation in one member of the Federal body, the mischief may 
stop at the State frontier instead of spreading through and taiut
iog the nation at large. 

8. Federalism, by creating many local legislatures with wide 
powers, relieves the national legislature of a part of that large 
mass of functions which might otherwise prove too heavy for it. 
Thus business is more promptly despatched, and the great cen
tral council of the nation has time to deliberate on those ques
tions which most nearly touch the whole country. 

All of these arguments recommending Federalism have proved 
valid in American experience. 

To create a nation while preserving the States was the main 
reason for the grant of powers which the National government 
received; an all-aufficient reason, and one which holds good 
to-day. The several States have changed greatly since 1789, 
but they are still commonwealths whose wide authority and. 
jurisdiction practical men are agreed in desiring to maintain. 

Not much was said in the Convention of 1787 regarding the 
best methods of extending government over the uusettled terri
torieslying beyond the Alleghany mountains.' It was, however, 
&ssumed that they would develop as the older colonies had de-

lIn 1781, h01l'8'f8F, the great Ordinan"l! regulating the North-Wp.t Terri
IoFf "'Y eoacted by the Congreu of the Confederation. 

VOL. I 2 ~ 
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veloped, and in point of fact each district, when it became 
sufficiently populous, was formed into a self-governing State, 
the less populous divisions still remaining in the status of 
semi-self-governing Territories. Although many blunders have 
been committed in the process of development, especially in 
the reckless contraction of debt and the wasteful disposal of 
the public lands, greater evils might have resulted had the 
creation of local institutions and the control of new communi: 
ties been left t~ the Central government.1 Congress would ·have 
been not less improvident than the State governments, for it 
would have been even less closely watched.. The opportunities 
fOl' jobbery would have been irresistible, the growth of order
and civilization probably slower. It deserves to be noticed that, 
in granting self-government to all those of her colonies whose 
population is of English race, England has practically adopted 
the same plan as the United States have done with their west
ern territory. The results have been generally satisfactory, 
although' England, like America, has found that her colonists 
have been disposed to treat the aboriginal inhabitants, whose 
lands they covet and whose persons they hate, with a harsh
ness and injustice which the mother country would gladly 
check. . 

The arguments which set forth the advantages of local self
. government were far more applicable to the States of 1787 than 
to those of 1887. Virginia, then the largest State, had only half 
a million free inhabitants, about the present population of St. 
Louis. Massachusetts had 450,000, Pennsylvania 400,000, New 
York 300,000; while Georgia, Rhode Island, and Delaware 
had (even counting slaves) less than 200,000 between them" 
These were communities to which the expression" local self-

1 The United States is proprietor of the public domain in the Territories, 
and when a new State is organized the ownership is not changed. The United 

.States, however, makes grants of wild lands to the new State as follows:
(1) Of every section numbered 16 (being one thirty-sixth of all) for the support 
of common schools. (2) Of lands to endow a university. (3) Of the lands noted 
in the surveys as swamp lands, and which often are valuable. (4) It has usu
ally made further grants to aid in the construction of railroads, and for an 
agricultural college. The grants commonly leave the United States a much 
larger landowner within the State than is the State itself, and when all the 
dealings of the National government with its lands are considered, it is more 
justly chargeable with squandering the public domain than the States are. 

i I give round numbers, reduced a little from the census of 1790. 
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government" might be applied, for, although the popUlation 
was scattered, the numbers were small enough for the citizens 
to have a personal knowledge or their leading men, and a per
sonal interest (especially as a large proportion were land
owners) in the economy and prudence with which common 
affairs were managed. Now, however, when of the forty-four 
States twenty-tleven have more than a million inhabitants, and 
four have more than three millions, the newer States, being, 
moreover, larger in area than most of the older ones, the stake 
of each citizen is relatively smaller, and generally too small to 
sustain his activity in politics, and the party chiefs of the 
State are known to him only by the newspapers or by their 
occasional visits on a stumping tour.l 

All that can be claimed for the Federal system under this 
bead of the argument is that it provides the machinery for a 
better control of the taxes raised and expended in a given 
region of the country, and a better oversight of the public 
works undertaken there than would be 'possible were every
thing left to the Central government.· As regards the educa
tive effect of numerous and frequent elections, it will be shown 
in a later chapter that elections in America are too many and 
come too frequently. Overtaxing the attention of the citizen 
and frittering away his interest, they leave him at the mercy 
of knots of selfisb adventurers. 

The utility of the State system in localizing disorders or 
discontents, and the opportunities it affords for trying easily 
and safely experiments which ought to be tried in legislation 
and administration, constitute benefits to be set off against 
the risk, referred to in the last preceding chapters, that evils 

1 To ba,..1eCllNd the na1 beDefiteof local aelf-govemmeDt the States ougbt 
to b .... beeD kept at a figure Dot mucb above that of their original population, 
their territor)' being eut np Into DeW States .. tbe population increased. Had 
thil been done-DO doubt at the OOIt of lome obvione disadvantages, sucb .. 
the dlmlnntlon of State blltorical feeling, tbe nndue enlargement of the Senata, 
and the predominance of a lingle large city in a State, - tbere would now be 
more than two bundred Statal. Of coone iD one aenae the States are no larger 
than tbeJ were ID the early daJl!, beeanae communication from one part to 
anotber It In aU of them far euier, qUicker, aDd cbeaper tban It then was. 

t 1\ mnet be remembered that in moat parts of tbe Union tbe local llelf. 
governmeDt of e1t1ee, countlee, towneblpe, and ecbool distri'\bl exlste in a more 
enmplpta fom! than In &Dyof the great countrlee of Enrope.-See Cbapten 
XLVill.-LU.Jl08', 
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may continue in a district, may work injustice to a minority 
and invite imitation by' other States, which the wholesome 
stringency of the Central government might have suppressed. 

A more unqualified approval may be given to the division 
of legislative powers. The existence of the State legislatures 
relieves Congress of a burden too heavy for its shoulders; for. 
although it has far less 'foreign policy to discuss than the 
Parliaments of England, "France, or Italy, and although the 
separation of the executive from the legislative department 
gives it less responsibility for the ordinary conduct of the 
administration than devolves on those Chambers, it could not 
possibly, were its competence as large as theirs, deal with the 
multiform and increasing demands of the different parts of 
the Union. There is great diversity in the material condi
tions of different parts of the country, and at present the 
people, particularly in the West, are eager to have their diffi
culties handled, their economic and social needs satisfied, by 
the State and the law. How little Congress could satisfy 
them appears by the very imperfect success with which it 
cultivates the field of legislation to which it is now limited. 

These merits of the Federal system of government which I 
have enumerated are the counterpart and consequences of that 
limitation of the central authority whose dangers were indi
cated in last chapter. They are, if one may reverse the French 
phrase, the qualities of Federalism's defects. The problem 
which all federalized nations have to solve is how to secure 
an efficient central government and preserve national unity, 
while allowing free scope for the diversities, and free play to 
the authorities, of the, members of the federation. It is, to 
adopt that favourite astronomical metaphor which no American 
panegyrist of the Constitution omits, to keep the centrifugal 
and centripetal forces in equilibrium, so that neither the 
planet States shall fiy off into space, nor the sun of the Cen
tral government draw them into its consuming fires. The 
characteristic merit of the American Constitution lies in the 
method by which it has solved this 'problem. It has given 
the National government ,a direct authority over all citi
zens, irrespective of the State governments, and has there
fore been able' safely to leave wide powers in the hands of 
those governments. And by placing the Constitution above 
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both the N ationa! and the State governments, it has referred the 
arbitrament of disputes between them to an independent body, 
charged with the interpretation of the Constitution, a body 
which is to be deemed not so mnch a third authority in the 
government as the living voice of the Constitution, the un. 
folder of the mind of the people whose will stands expressed 
in that supreme instrument. 

The application of these two principles, unknown to, or at 
any rate little used by, any previous federation,. has contrib
uted more than anything else to the stability of the American 
system, and to the reverence which its citizens feel for it, a 
reverence which is the best security for its permanence. Yet 
eveu these devices would not have succeeded but for the pres· 
ence of a mass of moral and material influences stronger than 
any political devices, which have maintained the equilibrium 
of centrifugal and centripetal forces. On the one hand there 
has been the love of local independence and self-government; 
on the other, the sense of community in blood, in language, in 
habits and ideas, a common pride in the national history and 
the national flag. 

Quid legu line moribu8' The student of institutions, as well 
as the lawyer, is apt to overrate the effect of mechanical con
trivances in politics. I admit that in America they have had 
one excellent result; they have formed a legal habit in the 
mind of the nation. But the true value of a political contriv
ance resides not in its ingenuity but in its adaptation to the 
temper and circumstances of the people for whom it is designed, 
in its power of nsing, fostering, and giving a legal form to those 
forces of sentiment and interest which it finds in being. So it 
has been with the American system. Just as the passions 
which the question of slavery evoked strained the Federal 
fabric, disclosing unforeseen weaknesses, so the love of the 
Union, the sense of the material and social benefits involved 
in its preservation, appeared in unexpected strength, and 
manned with zealous defenders the ramparts of the sovereign 
Constitution. It is this need of determining the suitability of 
the machinery for the workmen and its probable influence 

I The eentral IOYerDment In &he Aehain League had apparently a direct 
authority o .... r &he cltlZ8IUI of the several cities, bnt it was 80 ill defined and 80 
little employed that 11'8 can bardly cite that instance as a precedent. 
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upon them, as well as the capacity of the workman for using 
and their willingness to use the machinery, which makes it so 
difficult to predict the operation of a.political contrivance, or, 
when it has succeeded in one country, to advise its imitation 
in another. The growing strength of the national government 
in the United States is largely due to sentimental forces that 
were weak a century ago, and to a development of internal 
communications which was then undreamt of. And the de
vices which we admire in the Constitution might prove unwork
able among a people less patriotic and self-reliant, less law-loving 
and law-abiding, than are the English of America. 



CHAPTER XXXI 

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT Oll' THE CONSTITUTION 

THEBE is another point of view from which we have still to 
consider the Constitution. It is not only a fundamental law, 
but an unchangeable law, unchangeable, that is to say, by the 
national legislature, and changeable even by the people only 
through a slow and difficult process. How can a country whose 
very name suggests to us movement and progress be governed 
by a system and under an instrument which remains the same 
from year to year and from century to century ? 

By the" Constitution" of a state or a nation we mean those 
of its rules or laws which determine the form of its govern
ment, and the respective rights and duties of the government J 
towards the citizens and of the citizens towards the govern
ment. These rules, or the more important among them, may' 
be contained in one document, such as the Swiss or the Bel-
gian Constitution, or may be scattered through a multitude of 
statutes and reports of judicial decisions, as is the case with 
regard to what men call the English Constitution. This is a 
distinction of practical consequence. But a still more impor-
tant difference exists in the fact that in some countries the 
rules or laws which make up the Constitution can be made and 
changed by the ordinary legislature just like any other laws, 
while in other countries Buch rules are placed above and out 
of the reach of the legislature, having been enacted and being 
changeable only by some superior authority. In countries of 
the former class the so-called Constitution is nothing more 
than the aggregate of those laws -including of course cus
toms and judicial decisions - which have a political character; 
and this description is too vague to be scientifically useful, for 
no three jurists would agree as to which laws ought to be 
deemed political. In such countries there is nothing either in 

86e 
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the form of what are commonly called constitutional laws, or 
in the source from which they emanate, or in the degree of 
their authority, to mark them off from other laws. The Con
stitution of England is constantly changing, for as the legisla
ture, in the ordinary exercise of its powers, frequently passes 
enactments which affe(:t the methods of government and the 
political rights of the citizens, there is no certainty that what 
is called the Constitution will stand the same at the end of a 
given session of Parliament as it stood at the beginning.l A 
constitution of this kind, capable at any moment of being bent 
or turned, expanded or contracted, may properly be called a 
Flexible Constitution. 

In countries of the other class the laws and rules which 
prescribe the nature, powers, and functions of the government 
are contained in a document or documents emanating from an 
authority superior to that of the legislature. This authority 
may be a monarch who has octroyd a charter alterable by him
self only. Or it may be the whole people voting at the polls; 
or it may be a special assembly, or combination of assemblies, 
appointed ad hoc. In any case we find in such countries a law 
or group of laws distinguished from other la,ws not merely by 
the .character of their contents, but by the source whence they 

1 The first statesman who remarked this seems to have been James Wilson, 
who said in 1788, .. The idea of a constitution limiting and snperintending the 
operations of legislative authority, seems not to have been accurately under
stood in Britain. Tbere are at least no traces of practice conformable to such 
a principle. The British Constitution is just what the British Parliament 
pleases. When the Parliament transferred legislative authority to Henry VIII., 
the act transferring could not, in the strict acceptation of the term, be called 
unconstitutional. To control the powers and conduct of the legislature by an 
overruling constitution was an improvement in the science and practice of 
government reserved to the American States." - Elliot's Debates, ii. 432. 
Paley bad made the observation relating to England in his Moral Philosophy, 
pnblished sbortly before 1787. Read and consider Oliver Cromwell's Instru
ment, called .. Tbe Government of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland," printed in the Parliamentary History, vol. iii. p. 1417. It was 
provided by this instrument that statutes passed in Parliament should take 
effect, even if not assented to by the Lord Protector, bnt only if tbey were 
agreeable to the articles of the instrument, wbich wonld tberefore appear to 
have been a gennine Rigid constitution within the terms of the definition given 
in tbe text. Some of the provisions of tbe articles are so minute tbat tbey can 
hardly bave been intended to be placed above change by Parliament; but 
Cromwell seems from tbe remarkable speech wbich be delivered on 16th De
cember 1653, in promulgating the Instrument, to have conceived that wbat he 
called the Fundamentals should be unchangeable. 
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spring and by the force they exert, a force which overrides and 
breaks all coilfiicting enactments passed by the ordinary legis
lature. Where the Constitution consists of such a law or laws, 
I propose to call it a Rigid Constitution, i.e. one which cannot 
be bent or twisted by the action of the legIslature, but stands 
stiff and solid, opposing a stubborn resistance to the attacks 
of any majority who may desire to transgress or evade its 
provisions. As the English Constitution is the best modern 
instance of the flexible type, so is the American of the rigid 
type. 

It will at once be asked, How can any constitution be truly 
rigid? Growth and decay are the necessary conditions of the 
life of institutions as well as of individual organisms. One 
constitution may be altered less frequently or easily thah 
another, but an absolutely unchangeable constitution is an 
impossibility.' 

The question is pertinent; the suggestion is true. No con
stitution can be made to stand unsnsceptible of change, because 
if it were, it woUld cease to be suitable to the conditions amid 
which it has to work, that is, to the actual forces which sway 
politiCL And being unsuitable, it woUld be weak, not rooted in 
the nature of the State and in the respect of the citizens for 
whom it exists; and being weak, it woUld presently be over
thrown. If therefore we find a rigid constitution tenacious of 
life, if we find it enjoying, as Virgil says of the gods, a fresh 
and green old age, we may be Bure that it has not stood wholly 
changeleBB, but has been BO modified as to have adapted 

I The _Itutloaa of the aDcleut world were aU or Dearly aU flexible, b&o I 
_ the a""lea' repabu.. were goyerned by primary assemblies, all .. bose -l 
Ia ...... of equal Yalidity. By far the m08' interestiDg and instmctiYe 
uample Is the Coaaliwlion of Rome. 1& p ......... ts lOme striking resemblances 
&0 the CoD8&iwlion of EuglaDd - both left many points nodetermined, both 
relied Wxely DpoD 8eDli-Iegal uagee and nnderstaodings -and aDy CODStitn
tIoaal lawyer wllo aboDld eompare the practical workings of the two in a 
pbilneopbieal Yay ......... render alieni .. &0 political acien ... 

U,"","P, _ linda here and there in Greek eonstitotiona prqvisiona intended 
&0 ..,..... eertain Ia .. frolll dlanl!"- At Athena, for inatan .. , there was a dis
Ii_ion ~twee. La .. ( ...... ) wbiclt. required the approval of a eommittee 
called the Nomotbetae, and Decfts (~),PaMed by tbe Assembly alone, 
and any p81'1101l propoeing a d_ ineonsiaten' with a law was liable to an 
action ( ..... ____ ) fop baYing, 10 to speak. led the people into illej1&lity. 
Hie coaYirtion III this IIO:tioa earried with it a decluation of the invalidity of 
the decIee. 
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itself to the always altering circumstances that have grown up 
round it. Most of all must this be true of a new country 
where men and circumstances change faster than in Europe, 
and where, owing to the equality of conditions, the leaven of 
new ideas works more thoroughly upon the whole lump. 

We must therefore be prepared to expect that the American 
Constitution will, when its present condition is compared with 
its fire-new condition in 1189, prove to have felt the hand of 
time and change. 

Historical inquiry verifies this expectation. The Constitu
tion of the United States, rigid though it be, has changed, has 
developed. It has developed in three ways to which· I devote 
the three following chapters. a.-

It has been changed by Amendment. Certain provisions 
have been struck out of the original document of 1181-88 j 
certain other, and more numerous, provisions have been added. 
This method needs little explanation, because it is open and 
direct. It resembles the method in which laws are changed 
in England, the difference being that whereas in England 
statutes are changed by the legislature alone, here in the 
United States the fundamental law is changed in a more 
complex fashion by the joint action of Congress and the 
States. L 

It has been developed by Interpretation, that is, by the 
unfolding of the meaning implicitly contained in its necessarily 

. brief terms j or by the extension of its provisions to cases 
which they do not directly contemplate, but which their gen
eral spirit must be deemed to cover. 

It has been developed by U s~e, that is, by the establish
ment of rules not inconsistent with its express provisions, but 
giving them a character, effect, and direction which they 
would not have if they stood alone, and by which their work
ing is materially modified. These rules are sometimes em
bodied in statutes passed by Congress and repealable by Con
gress. Som~times they remain in the stage of a mere conven
tion or understanding which has no legal authority, but which 
everybody knows and accepts. Whatever their form, they 
must not conflict with the letter of the Constitution, for if 
they do conflict with it, they will be deemed invalid whenever 
a question involving them comes before a court of law. 
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It may be observed that of these three modes of change, the 
first is the inost obvious, direct, and effective, but also the 
most difficult to apply, because it needs an agreement of many 
independent bodies which is rarely attainable. The second 
mode is less potent in its working, because an interpretation 
put on a provision may be recalled or modified by the same 
authority, viz. the courts of law (and especially the Supreme 
Federal Court), which has delivered it. But while a particular 
interpretation stands, it is as strong as the Constitution itself, 
being indeed incorporated therewith, and therefore stronger than 
anything which does not resue from the same nltimate source 
of power, the will of the people. The weakest, though the 
easiest and most frequent method, is the third. For legisla
tion and custom are altogether subordinate to the Constitution, 
and can take effect only where the letter of the Constitution is 
silent, and where no authorized interpretation has extended the 
letter to an unspecified case. But they work readily, quickly, 
freely; and the developments to be ascribed to them are there
fore as much larger in quantity than those due to the two 
other meth~ as they are inferior in weight and permanence. 

We shall perceive after examining these three sources of 
change not only that the Constitution as it now stands owes 
much to them, but that they are likely to modify it still further 
88 time goes on. We shall find that, rigid as it is, it suffers 
constant qualification and deflection, and that while its words 
continue in the main the same, it has come to mean something 
different to the men of 1890 from what it meant to those of 
1810 when it had been at work for more than twenty years, or 
even to those of 1860, when the fires I)f protracted controversy 
might be thought to have thrown a glare of light into every 
comer of its darkest chamber. 
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THE AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION 

THE men who sat in the Convention of 1787 were not san
guine enough, like some of the legislating sages of antiquity, 
or like such imperial codifiers as the Emperor Justinian, to 
suppose that their work could stand unaltered for all time to 
come. They provided (Art. v.) that "Congress, whenever 
two-thirds of both houses shall deem it necessary, shall pro
pose amendme~ts to this Constitution, or on the application 
of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several States, shall call 
a convention for proposing amendments, which, in either case, 
shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of this Consti
tution when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the 
several States, or by conventions in three-fourths thereof, as 
the one or the other mode may be prescribed by Congress." 

There are therefore two methods of framing and proposing 
amendments. 

(A) Congress may itself, by a two-thirds vote in each house, 
prepare and propose amendments. 

(B) The legislatures of two-thirds of the States may require 
Congress to summon a Constitutional Convention. Congress 
shall thereupon do so, having no option to refuse; and the Con
vention when called shall draft and submit amendments. No 

Iprovision is made as to the election and composition of the 
Convention, matters which would therefore appear to be left to 
the discretion of Congress. 

There are also two methods of enacting amendments framed 
and proposed in either of the foregoing ways. It is left to 
Congress to prescribe one or other method as Congress may 
think fit. 

(X) The legislatures of three-fourths of the States may 
ratify any amendments submitted to them. 

864 
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(Y) Conventions may be called in the several States, and 

three-fourths of these conventions may ratify.l 
On all the occasiolls on which the amending power has been 

exercised, method A has been employed for proposing and 
method X for ratifying-i.e. no drafting conventions of the 
whole Union or ratifying conventions in the several States have 
ever been summoned. The preference of the action of Con
gress and the State legislatures may be ascribed to the fact that 
it has never been desired to remodel the whole Constitution, 
but only to make changes or additions on special points. 
Moreover, the procedure by National and State conventions 
might be slower, and would involve controversy over the 
method of electing those bodies. The consent of the President 
is not required to a constitutional amendment. I A two-thirds 
majoi-ity in Congress can override his veto of a Bill, and at 
least that majority is needed to bring a. constitutiona.l amend
ment before the people. 

There is only one provision of the Constitution which cannot 
be changed by this process. It is that which secures to each 
and every State equal representation in one branch of the 
legislature. "No State without its consent shall be deprived 
of its equal suffrage in the Senate" (Art. v.). It will be ob
served that this provision does not require unanimity on the 
part of the States to a change diminishing or extinguishing 
State representation in the Senate, but merely give~ any par
ticular State proposed to be affected an absolute veto on the 
proposal. If a State wel'e to consent to surrender its rights, 
and three-fourths of the whole number to concur, the resistance 
of the remaining fourth would not prevent the amendment 
from taking effect. . 

Following President Lincoln, Americans speak of the Union 
as indestructible; and the expression, "An indestructible Union 
of indestructible States," has been used by the Supreme court 
in a famous case.' But looking at the constitution simply as 
a legal document, one finds nothing in it to prevent the adop-

1 No time I. fixed wltbln which the ratification mnst take place, a somewhat 
IncolIY.Dient omiaaion. 

• The point was decided by tbe Snpreme court in 1794 In the cue of Holling8-
"",rIA Y. Slate 0/ Vermonl (3 Dall. 378); and the Senate came to the same con
clusion In 1865. See Jameson on Comlilu"onal Conventiom, § 560. 

• :r_ Y. While. _ ante, p. m 
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tion of an amendment providing a method for dissolving the 
existing Federal tie, wherenpon such method would be applied 
so as to form new unions, or permit each State to become an 
absolutely sovereign and independent commonwealth. The 
power of the people of the United States appears competent to 
effect this, should it ever be desired, in a perfectly legal way, 
just as the British Parliament is legally competent to re-divide 
Great Britain into the sixteen or eighteen independent king
doms which existed. within the island in the eighth century. 

The amendments made by the above process (A + X) to the 
Constitution have been in all fifteen in number. These have 
been made on four occasions, and fall into four groups, two of 
which consist of one amendment each. The first group, in
cluding ten amendments made immediately after the adoption 
of the Constitution, ought to be regarded as a supplement or 
postscript to it, rather than as changing it. They constitute what 
the Americans, following the English precedent, call a Bill of 
Rights, securing the individual citizen and the States against 
the encroachments of Federal power.l The second and third 
groups, if a single amendment can be properly called a group 
(viz. amendments xi. and xii.) are corrections of minor defects 
which had disclosed themselves in the working of the Constitu
tion.1 The fourth group is the only one which marked a 
political crisis and registered a political victory. It comprises 
three am~ndments (xiii. xiv. xv.) which forbid slavery, define 
citizenship, secure the suffrage of citizens against attempts by 
States to discriminate to the injury of particular classes, and 
extend Federal protection to those citizens who may suffer 
from the operation of certain· kinds of unjust State laws. 
These three amendments are the outcome of the War of Seces
sion, and were needed in order to confirm and secure for the 
future its results. The requisite majority of States was ob
tained under conditions altogether abnormal, some of the lately 
conquered States ratifying while actually controlled by the 
northern armies, others as the price which they were obliged 

1 These ten amendments were proposed by the first Congress, having been 
framed by it out of 103 amendments suggested by various States, and were 
ratified by all the States but three. They took effect in December 1791. . 

I The eleventh amendment negatived a construction which the Supreme 
court had pnt npon its own judicial powers (see above, p. 232) ; the twelfth 
corrected a fault in the method of choosing the President. 
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to pal for the re-admission to Congress of their senators and 
representatives.1 The details belong to history: all we need 
here note is that these deep-reaching, but under the circum
stances perhaps unavoidable, changes were carried through not 
by the free will of the peoples of three-fourths of the States, 
but under the pressure of a majority which had triumphed in 
a great war, and used its command of the National government 
and military strength of the Union to effect purposes deemed 
indispensable to the reconstruction of the Federal system.' 

Many amendments to the Constitution have been at various 
times suggested to Congress by Presidents, or brought forward 
in Congress by members, but very few of these have ever ob
tained the requisite two-thirds vote of both Houses. In 1789, 
however, and again in 1801, amendments were passed by Con
gress and submitted to the States for which the requisite 
majority of three-fourths of the States was not obtained; and 
in February and March 1861 an amendment forbidding the 
Constitution to be ever so amended as to authorize Congress 

I The thJrteellth amelldment ...... proposed by Congress in February 1865. 
ratified ... d declared In force December 1865; the fourteenth was proposed by 
Con~ June 1866, ratified ... d decJared In force July 1868; the fifteenth was 
propoeed by Con~ Febrnary 1869. ratified and declared in force March 
1870. The fourteenth amendment had given the Statee a strong motive for 
enfranchising tbe lIegroe11 by cutting down the representation In Congress of 
any State .... hlch uclnded male Inhabltanta (beiog citizens of tbe United 
States) from the Inffrage; ths fifteenth went further and forbade .. race. 
eolonr. or prev\OWl condition of eervitude." to be made a ground of exclusion. 
Tbe ground. for thie bold atep .... ere succinctly set forth by Senator Willey (of 
Wea& Virginia) wben he aaid that the luffrage was tbe only sure guarantee tbe 
negro conld have In m ... y parte of the country for the enjoyment of bis civil 
rigbts; that It .... ould be a eater ableld th ... la ..... and that it was required by 
tbe demande of jWltlce. the principles of buman liberty. and tbe spirit of Cbris
tl ... ch1Jizati0ll. 

The effect of these three amendmente waa fnlly considered by the Supreme 
eoort (In 1872) III ths ao-caIled Siaugbter-bouse Cases (16 Wall. 82). the effect 
of wblcb Ia thWl atated by Mr. JWltice Miller: .. With the exception of the 
l,...,tfle proTisioWl In the three amendmenta for the protection of tbe per
lOIJal rigbts of ths cltizens ... d people of the United Statee. and the necessary 
restrictloD8 npoll the power of the States for that purpose. witb the additions 
to the power of the general government to enforce tbose provisions. no sub
otantial cbange haa been made In the relations of tbe State governments to 
the Federal government." - Addresa delivered before the University of Micb
igan.I881. 

• But thongh military coercion Influenced the adoption of the thirteentb 
amendment, wblle political coerclon bore a large part in securing the adoption 
of tb. othera. it must be remembered that lOme chang." in the Constitution 
were an abeolutely neceesary eorollary to the .... ar whicb bad just ended. 
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to interfere with the" domestic institutions," including slavery, 
of any State, was passed in both Houses, but never submitted to 
the States, because war broke out immediately afterwards. It 
would doubtless, had peace been preserved, have failed to ob
tain the acceptance of three-fourths of the States, and its effect 
could only have been to require those who might thereafter 
propose to amend the Constitution so as to deal with slavery, to 
propose also the repeal of this particular amendment itself.l 

The moral of these facts is not far to seek. .Although it 
has long been the habit of the Americans to talk of their 
. Constitution with almost superstitious reverence, there have 
often been times when leading statesmen, perhaps even politi
cal parties, would have materially altered it if they could have 
done so. There have, moreover, been some alterations sug
gested in it, which the impartial good sense of the wise would 
have approved, but which have never been submitted _ to the 
States, because it was known they could not be carried by the 
requisite majority.s If, therefore, comparatively little use 

1 The Greek republics of autiquity sometimes placed some particular law 
uuder a special sanctiou by denouncing the penalty of death on anyone who 
should propose to repeal it. In such cases, the man who intended to repeal the 
law so sanctioned 01 course began by proposing the repeal of the law which 
imposed the penalty. So it would have beeu iu this case: so it mnst always 
be. No sovereign body can limit its own powers. The British Parliament 
seems to have attempted to bind itseH by providing in the Act of Union with 
Ireland (39 and 40 George m., c. 67) that the maiutenance of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church as au Established Church in Ireland should be .. deemed an 
essential and fundamental part of the Union." That Church was, however, dis
established in 1869 with as much ease as though this provisiou had never existed. 

2 10 the Forty-ninth Congress (1884--$) no fewer than forty-seven proposi
tious were introduced for the amendment of the Constitution, some of them of 
a sweeping, several of a rather complex, nature. (Some of these covered the 
same ground, so the total number of alterations proposed was less than forty
seven.) None seems to have been voted on by Congress; and only five or six 
even deserved serious consideration. One at least, that enabling the President 
to veto items in an appropriation bill, would have effected a great improve
ment. I find among them the following proposals: To prohibit the sale of 
alcoholic liquors, to forbid polygamy, to coufer the suffrage on women, to !est 
the election of the President directly in the people, to elect representatives 
for three instead of two years, to choose senators by popular election, to 
empower Congress to limit the hours of labour, to empower Congress to pass 
uniform laws re/!'Rl"diug marriage and divorce, to enable the people to elect 
certain Federal officers, to forbid Congress to pass auy local private or special 
euactment, to forbid Congress to direet the payment of claims legally barred 
by lapse of time, to forbid the States to hire ont the lal'OI" or prisoners: 

10 the first session of the Fifty-first Congress twenty-eight such propositions 
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has been made of the provisions for amendment, this has 
been due, not solely to the excellence of the original instru
ment, but also to the difficulties which surround the process of 
change. Alterations, though perhaps not large alterations, 
have been needed, to cure admitted faults or to supply dan
gerous omissions, but the process has been so difficult that it 
has neyer been successfully applied, except either to matters of 
minor consequence inyolring no party interests (Amendments 
xi. and xii.). or in the course of a revolutionary movement which 
had dislocated the Union itself (Amendments xiii. xiv. ][Y.). 

Why then has the regular procedure for amendment proved 
in practice so hard to apply? 

Partly, of course, owing to the inherent disputatiousness and 
penersity (what the Americans call "cussedness") of bodies 
of men. It is difficult to get two-thirds of two assemblies (the 
Houses of Congress) and three-fourths of forty-four com
monwealths, each of which acts by two assemblies, for the 
State legislatures are all doubllH:hambered, to agree to the 
&a.me practical proposition. Except under the pressure of 
urgent troubles, such as were those which procured the accept
ance of the Constitution itself in 1788, few persons or bodies 
will consent to forego objections of detail, perhaps in them
selyes reasonable, for the mere sake of a,,"I"Ceing to what others 
have accepted. They want to have what seems to themselves 
the -..ery best, instead of a second best suggested by some one 
else. Now, bodies enjoying so much legal independence as do 
the legislaturea of the States, far from being disposed to defer 
to Congreaa or to one another, are more jealous, more sus
picious, more Yain and opinionated, than so many individuals. 
Xothing but a violent party spirit, seeking either a common 
party object or individual gain to flow from party success, 
makes them 'Work together. 

If an amendment comea to the legislatures recommended 
by the general voice of their party, they 'Will be quick to 
adopt it. But in that case it will encounter the hostility of 
the opposite 'party, and parties are in most of the Northern 
States pretty evenly balanced. It is seldom that a two-thirds 

"He IDtrodared. lDeIadl", pror-le for the probibitioD of lotteries, to sup
....... tn.ta ..... probibi' pmbliDg ill agrieuluual produeta. to modif7 the 
ca- \a the Federal CoastilDlioe nprdiDI the obligatioa of cont.nclll 

VOL. 1 I B 
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majority in either House of Congress can be secured on a 
party issue; and of course such majorities in both Houses, and 
a three-fourths majority of State legislatures on a party issue, 
are still less probable. Now, in a country pervaded by the 
spirit of party, most questions either are at starting, or soon 
become, controversial. A change in the Constitution, however 
useful its ultimate consequences, is likely to be for the 
moment deemed more advantageous to one party than to the 
other, and this is enough to make the other party oppose it. 
The mere fact that a proposal comes from one side, rouses the 
suspicion of the other. There is always that dilemma of 
which England has so often felt the evil consequences. If a 
measure of reform is pressing, it becomes matter of party con
tention, and excites passion. If it is not pressing, neither 
party, having other and nearer aims, cares to take it up and 
push it through. In America, a party amendment to the Con
stitution can very seldom be carried. A non-party amendment 
falls into the category of .those things which, because they are 
everybody's business, are the business of nobody. 

It is evident when one considers the nature of a Rigid or 
Supreme constitution, that some method of altering it so as to 
make it conform to altered facts and ideas is indispensable. A 
European critic may remark that the American method has 
failed to answer the expectations formed of it. The belief, he 
will say, of its authors was that while nothing less than a 
general agreement would justify alteration, that agreement 
would exist when omissions impeding its working were dis
covered. Bnt this has not come to pass. There have been 
long and fierce controversies over the construction of sev
eral points in the Constitution, over the right of Congress , 
. to spend money on internal improvements, to charter a 
national bank, to impose a protective tariff, above all, over 
the treatment of slavery in the Territories. But the method 
of amendment was not applied to any of these questions, 
because no general agreement could he reached upon them, 
or indeed upon any but secondary matters. So the strug
gle over the interpretation of a document which it was 
found impossible to amend, passed from the law courts to 
the battle-field. Americans reply to such criticisms by ob
serving that the power of amending the Constitution is one 
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which cannot prudently be employed to conclude current polit
ical controversies, that if it were so used no constitution 
eould be either rigid or reasonably permanent, that some 
latitude of construction is desirable, and that in the above
mentioned cases amendments excluding absolutely one or 
other of the constructions contended for would either have 
tied down the legislature too tightly or have hastened a prob
ably inevitable conflict. 

Ought the process of change to be made easier? say by 
requiring only a bare majority in Congress, and a two-thirds 
majority of States? American statesmen think not. A swift 
and easy method would not only weaken the sense of security 
which the rigid Constitution now gives, but would increase the 
troubles of eurrent politics by stimulating a majority in Con
gress to frequently submit amendments to the States. The 
habit of mending would turn into the habit of tinkering. 
There would be too little distinction between changes in the 
ordinary statute law, which require the agreement of majori
ties in the two Houses and the President, and changes in the 
more solemnly enacted fundamental law. And the rights of 
the States, upon which congressional legislation cannot now 
directly encroach, would be endangered. The French scheme, 
under which an absolute majority of the two Chambers, sitting 
together, can amend the Constitution; or even the Swiss 
scheme, under which a bare majority of the voting citizens, 
coupled with a majority of the Cantons, can ratify constitu
tional changes drafted by the Chambers, in pursuance of a pre
vious popular vote for the revision of the Constitution,l is 
considered by the Americans dangerously lax. The idea 
reigns that solidity and security are the most vital attributes 
of a fundamental law. 

From this there haa followed another interesting result. 
Since modifications or developments are often needed, and 
since they can rarely be made by amendment, some other way 
of making them must be found. The ingenuity of lawyers haa 
discovered one method in interpretation, while the dexterity of 
politicians haa invented a variety of devices whereby legisla
tion may extend, or usage may modify, the express provisions 
of the apparently immovable and inflexible instrument. 

I See the Swlse Federal CODStitatiOD. Ana. 118-121. 



CHAPTER XXXIII 

THE INTERPRETATION OF THE CONSTITUTION 

THE Constitution of England is contained in hundreds of 
volumes of statutes and reported cases; the Constitution of 
the United States (including the amendments) may be read 
through aloud in twenty-three minutes. It is about half as 
long as St. Paul's first Epistle to the Corinthians, and only one
fortieth part as long as the Irish Land Act of 1881. History 
knows few instruments which in so few words lay down equally 
momentous rules on a vast range of matters of the highest im
portance and complexity. The Convention of 1787 were well 
ad vised in making their draft short, because it was essential 
that the people should comprehend it, becauile fresh differences 
of view would' have emerged the further they had gone into 
details, and because the more one specifies, the more one has to 
specify and to attempt the impossible task of providing before
hand for all contingencies. These sages were therefore con
tent to lay down a few general rules and principles, leaving 
some details to be filled in by congressional legislation, and 

. foreseeing that for others it would be necessary to trust to 
interpretation. 

It is plain that the shorter a law is, the more general musl 
its language be, and the greater therefore the need for interpre
tation. So too the greater the range of a law, and the more 
numerous and serious the cases which it governs, the more 
frequently will its meaning be canvassed. There have been 
statutes dealing with private law, such as the Lex Aquilia at 
Rome and the Statute of Frauds in England, on which many 
volumes of commentaries have been written, and thousands of 
juristic and judicial constructions placed. Much more then 
must we expect to find great public and constitutional enact
ments subjected to the closest scrutiny' in order to discover 

873 
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every shade of meaning which their words can be made to bear. 
Probably no writing except the New Testament, the Koran, 
the Pentateuch, and the Digest of the Emperor Justiniau, 
has employed so much ingenuity and labour as the Ameri. 
can Constitution, in sifting, weighing, comparing, illustrating, 
twisting, and torturing its text. It resembles theological writ. 
ings in this, that both, while taken to be immutable guides, 
have to be adapted to a constantly changing world, the one to 
political conditions which vary from year to year and never re· 
tum to their former state, the other to new phases of thought 
and emotion, new beliefs in the realms of physical and ethical 
philosophy. There must, therefore, be a development in con
stitutional formulas, just as there is in theological. It will 
come, it cannot be averted, for it comes in virtue of a law of 
nature: all that men can do is to shut their eyes to it, and 
conceal the reality of change under the continued use of time. 
honoured phrases, trying to persuade themselves that these 
phrases mean the same thing to their minds to-day as they 
meant generations or centuries ago. As a great theologian 
8ays, "In a higher world it is otherwise i but here below to 
live is to change, and to be perfect is to have changed often." 1 

The Constit.ution of the United Stat~s is so concise and so 
general in its terms, that even had America been as slowly 
moving a country as China, many questions must have arisen 
on tbe interpretation of the fundamental law which would have 
modified its aspect. But America has been the most swiftly 
expanding of all countries. Hence the questions that have 
presented themselves have often related to matters which the 
framers of the Constitution could not have contemplated. 
Wiser than Justinian before them or Napoleon after them, 
they foresaw that their work would need to be elucidated by 
judicial commentary. But they were far from conjecturing 
the enormous strain to which some of their expressions would 
be 8ubjected in the effort to apply them to new facts. 

I must not venture on any general account of the interpreta
tion of the Constitution, nor attempt to set forth the rules of 
construction laid down by judges and commentators, for this 
is a vast matter and a matter for law books. All that this 
chapter has to do is to indicate, very generally, in what way 

I Newman, E"all 011 Development, p.39. 
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and with what results the Constitution has been expanded, de
veloped, modified, by interpretation; and with that view there 
are three points that chiefly need discussion: (1) the authori
ties entitled to interpret the Constitution, (2) the main prin
ciples followed in determining whether or no the Constitution 
has granted certain powers, (3) the checks on possible abuses 
of the interpreting power. 

1. To whom does it belong to interpret the Constitution? 
Any question arising in a legal proceeding as to the meaning 
and application of this fundamental law will evidently be 
settled by the courts of law. Every court is equally bound to 
pronounce and competent to pronounce on such questions, a 
State court no less than a Federal court; 1 but as all the more 
important questions are carried by appeal to the supreme 
Federal court, it is practically that court whose opinion finally 
determines them. 

Where the Federal courts have declared the meaning of a 
law, every one ought to accept and guide himself by their 
deliverance. But there are always questions of construction 
which have not been settled by the courts, some because they 
have not happened to arise in a law-suit, others because they 
are such as can scarcely arise in a law-suit. As regards such 
points, every authority, Federal or State, as well as every citi
zen, must be guided by the best view he or they can form of 
the true intent and meaning of the Constitution, taking, of 
course, the risk that this view may turn out to be wrong. 

There are also points of construction which every court, 
following a well-established practice, will refuse to decide, be
cause they are deemed to be of "a purely political nature," a 
vague description, but one which could be made more specific 
only by an enumeration of the cases which have settled the 
practice. These points are accordingly left to the discretion 
of the executive and legislative powers, each of which forms 
its view as to the matters falling within its sphere, and in 
acting on that view is entitled to the obedience of the citizens 
and of the States also. 

It is therefore an error to suppose that the judiciary is the 
only interpreter of the Constitution, for a certain field remains 
open to the other authorities of the government, whose views 

1 See Chapter XXIV. ante. 
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need not coincide, so that a dispute between those authorities, 
although turning on the meaning of the Constitution, may be 
incapable of being settled by any legal proceeding. This 
causes no great confusion, because the decision, whether of 
the political or the judicial authority, is conclusive so far as 
regards the particular controversy or matter passed upon. 

The above is tpe doctrine now generally accepted in 
America. But at one time the Presidents claimed the much 
wider right of being, except in questions of pure private law, 
generally and prima facie entitled to interpret the Constitution 
for themselves, and to act on their own interpretation, even 
when it ran counter to that delivered by the Supreme court. 
Thus Jefferson denounced the doctrine laid down in the famous 
judgment of Chief.Justice Marshall in the case of Marbury v. 
MadisQnjl thus Jackson insisted that the Supreme court was 
mistaken in holding that Congress had power to charter the 
United States bank, and that he, knowing better than the 
court did what the Constitution meant to permit, was entitled 
to attack the bank as an illegal institution, and to veto a bill 
proposing to re-charter it.1 Majorities in Congress have more 
than once claimed for themselves the same independence. 
But of late years both the executive and the legislature have 
practically receded from the position which the language 
formerly used seemed to assert; while, on the other hand, the 
judiciary, by their tendency during the whole cour&e of their 
history to support every exercise of power which they did not 
deem plainly unconstitutional, have left a wide field to those 
authorities. If the latter have not used this freedom to 
stretch the Constitution even more than they have done, it is 

I As tbe court dismissed upou anotber point in tbe Case tbe proceedings 
against Mr. Secretary Madison, tbe question wbetber Marshall was rigbt did 
not arise In a practical form. 

I There was, bowever, notbing unconstitutional in the course whicb Jackson 
actually took in withdrawing the deposits from tbe United States Bank and in 
vetoing the bill for a re-cbarter. It Is still generally admitted that a Presideut 
baa the right iu considering a measure coming to bim from Congress to form 
bla own judgment, not only 88 to its expediency but 88 to its conformability to 
tbe Constitution. Judge Cooley observes to me: .. If Jackson sincerely believed 
that tbe Constitution bad been violated in tbe first and second cbarter, be was 
certainly not bound, wben.a tbird was proposed, to surrender his opinion in 
obedience to precedent. The question of approving a new cbarter was politi. 
CRI; and be was entirely witbin the line of duty in refusing It for any re880ns 
wbieb, to bis own mind, seemed sufficient." 
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not solely the courts of law, but also public opinion and their 
own professional associations (most presidents, ministers, and 
congressional leaders having been lawyers) that have checked 
them. 

II. The Constitution has been expanded by construction in 
-two ways. Powers have been exercised, sometimes by the 
President, more often by the legislature, in passing statutes, 
and the question has arisen whether the Powers so exercised 
were rightfully exercised, i.e. were really contained in the 
Constitution. When the question was resolved in the affirma
tive by the court, the power has been henceforth recognized as 
a. part of the Constitution, although, of course, liable to be 
subsequently denied by a reversal of the decision which estab
lished it. This is one way. The other is where some piece of 
State legislation alleged: to contravene the Constitution has 
been judicially decided to contravene it, and to be therefore 
invalid. The decision, in narrowing the limits of State author
ity, tends to widen the prohibitive authority of the Constitu
tion, and confirms it in a range and scope of action which was 
previously doubtful. 

Questions of the above kinds sometimes arise as questions of 
Interpretation ill the strict sense of the term, i.e. as questions 
of the meaning of a term or phrase which is so far ambiguous 
that it might be taken either to cover or not to cover a case 
apparently contemplated by the people when they enacted the 
Constitution. Sometimes they are rather questions to which 
we may apply the name of Construction, i.e. the case that has 
arisen is one apparently not contemplated by the enactors of 
the Constitution, or one which, though possibly contemplated, 
has for brevity's sake been omitted; but the Constitution has 
nevertheless to be applied to its solution. In the former case 
the enacting power has said something which bears, or is sup
posed to bear, on the matter, and the point to be determined 
is, What do the words mean? In the latter it has not directly 
referred to the matter, and the question is, Can anything be 
gathered from its language which covers the point that has 
arisen, which establishes a principle large enough to reach 
and include an unmentioned case, indic~ting what the enact
ing authority would have said had the matter been present 
to its mind, or had it thought fit to enter on an enu~era-
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tion of specific instances? 1 As the Constitution is not only 
a well-drafted instrument with few ambiguities but also a 
ahort instrument which speaks in very general terms, mere in
terpretation has been far less difficult than construction.s It 
is through the latter chiefly that the Constitution has been, and 
still continues to be, developed and expanded. The nature of 
these expansions will appear from the nature of the Federal 
government. It is a government of delegated and specified 
powers. The people have entrusted to it, not the plenitude of 
their own authority but certain enumerated functions, and its 
lawful action is limited to these functions. Hence, when the 
Federal executive does an act, or the Federal legislature passes 
& law, the question arises - Is the power to do this act or pass 
this law one of the powers which the people have by the Con
stitution delegated to tlieir agents? The power may never 
have been exerted before. It may not be found expressed, in 
so many words, in the Constitution. Nevertheless it may, upon 
the true construction of that instrument, taking one clause 
with another, be held to be therein contained. 

1 For example, the queetlon whether an agreement earried out between a 
State and an Individual by a legislative act of a State is a .. contract" witbin 
the meaning of tbe probibition agaiDSt impairing tbe obligation of a contract, 
Ie a qneetion of interpretation proper, for it tnrns on the determination of the 
meaning of the term .. oontracL" Tbe qnestion wbether Congress had power 
to pue an act emancipating the slaves of persons aiding in a rebellion was a 
qoestion of oonltru.mon, hecanse the ease did not directly arise under any pro
vieion of the Constitution, and was apparently not ooutemplated by the 
framera thereof. It was a question which had to be eolved by considering what 
the war powera oouwned In the Constitution might be takeu to imply. The 
questlou whether the National government hu power to issne treasnry notae is 
also a qnestion of oonBtrnction, becanse, although this is a case which may 
poeaibly have been "Ontemplated when tbe Constitution was euacted, it is to be 
determined by aacertaining wbether the power" to borrow money" covers this 
partieular method of borrowing. Tbere is no ambiguity about the word 
.. borrow .. ; the difficulty Ie to pronounce which ont of v&riODS methods of 
borroWing, lOme of which probably were ooutempJated, can be properly 
deemed, on a review of the whole financial attribnlee and functions of the 
National govemment, to be Included within the borrowing power. 

A. to the provision reetraining States from passing Jaws impairing the obli
gation of a oontract, _ note at the end of this volume on the ease of Dart
"",utA Coll.g. v. WoodUNJrd • 

• As the Constitution Ie deemed to proceed from the People who enacted it, 
_ from the Convention who drafted it, it is regarded for the purposee of inter
pretation as being the work _ of a gronp of lawyers but of tbe people them
eelv... For a useful aomlD&l'J of lOme of the general rnles of oonstitutiooal 
interpretation, _ Patte:raoa', Federal Rutrain/il 011 State .dctio .. , pp. 21~217. 
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Now the doctrines laid down by Chief-J ustice Marshall, and 
on which the courts have constantly since proceeded, may be 
summed up in two propositions. 

1. Every power alleged to be vested in the National govern
ment, or any organ thereof, must be affirmatively shown to 
have been granted. There is no presumption in favour of the 
existence of a power; on the contrary, the burden of proof 
lies on those who assert its existence, to point out something 
in the Constitution which, either expressly or by necessary im
plication, confers it. J nst as an agent, claiming to act on be

'half of his principal, must make out by positive evidence that 
his principal gave him the authority he relies on; so Congress, 
or those who rely on one of its statutes, are bound to show that 
the people have authorized the legislature to pass the statute. 
The search for the power will be conducted in a spirit of strict 
exactitude, and if there be found in the Constitution nothing 
which directly or impliedly conveys it, then whatever the ex
ecutive or legislature of the National government, or both of 
them together, may have done in the persuasion of its existence, 
must be deemed null and void, like the act of any other unau
thorized agent. 1 

2. When once the grant of a power by the people to the 
National government has been established, that power will be 
construed broadly. The strictness applied in determining its 
existence gives place to liberality in supporting its application. 
The people-so Marshall and his successors have argued
when they confer a power, must be deemed to confer a wide dis
cretion as to the means whereby it is to be used in their service. 
For their main object is that it should be used vigorously and 
wisely, which it cannot be if the choice of methods is narrowly 
restricted; and while the people may well be chary in delegat
ing powers to their agents, they must be presumed, when they 
do grant these powers, to grant them with confidence in the 

1 For instance, several years ago a person summoned as a witness before a 
committee of the House of Representatives was imprisoned by order of the House 
for refusing to answer certain questions put to him. He sued the sergeant-at
arms for false imprisonment, and recovered damages, the Supreme court hold
ing that as the Constitution could not be shown to have conferred on either 
House of Congress any power to punish for contempt, that power (though 
frequently theretofore exercised) did not exist, and the order of the House 
therefore constituted no defence for the sergeant's act (Kilbourn v. Thompson, 
103 United States, 168). 



CHAP. XXXIII INTERPRETATION OF CONSTITUTION 379 

agents' judgment, allowing all that freedom in using one means 
or another to attain the desired end which is needed to ensure 
success.1 This, which would in any case be the common-sense 
view, is fortified by the language of the Constitution, which 
authorizes Congress" to make all laws which shall be necessary 
and proper for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, 
and all other powers vested by this Constitution in the Govern
ment of the United States, or in any department or office 
thereof." The sovereignty of the National government, there
fore, "though limited to specified objects, is plenary as to those 
objects'" and supreme in its sphere. Congress, which cannot 
go one step beyond the circle of action which the Constitution 
has traced for it, may within that circle choose any means 
which it deems apt for executing its powers, and is in its 
choice of means subject to no review by the courts in their 
function of interpreters, because the people have made their 
representatives the sole and absolute judges of the mode in 
which the granted powers shall be employed. This doctrine of 
implied powers, and the interpretation of the words "necessary 
and proper," were for many years a theme of bitter and inces
sant controversy among American lawyers and publicists.8 The 

1 For IIlltanee, Congreoo having power to declare war, bas power to prose
eute It by all meaoa neeeMarJ for snccess, and to acqnire territory either by 
oonqnest or treaty. HaYing power to borrow money, Congress may, if it thinks 
fit, IMne treasnry notes, and may make them legal tender . 

• See Gibbo ... Y. Ogdm, 9 Wbeat. p. 1 .qq., judgment of Marsball, C.-J . 
• .. Tbe powelll of the government are limited, and Its limits are not to be 

mn-nded. Bnt the eonnd oonatrnction of the Constitntion mnst allow to the 
national legislature that discretion with respect to the means by which the 
powelll It confelll are to be carried Into execntion, which will enable that body 
to )l8rlorm the bigb duties assigned to it in the manner most beneficial to the 
s-ple. Let the end be legitimate, let It be witbin the scope of the Constitution, 
and all meana whlcb are appropriate, whicb are plainly adapted to that end, 
wblch are not prohibited but oon.istent witb the letter and spirit of the Constitu
tion, are constitutional." - Manball, C...J., III M'Culloch Y. Mary/and (4 Wheat. 
316). Tbil Ia really a working-<>nt of one of the points of Hamilton'. famons 
argnment in favonr of the ool1lltltntionality of a United States bank: .. Every 
power vested III a government iI In ita nature sovereign, and includes by force 
of the term a right to employ all the means requisite and fairly applicable to 
the attainment of the ends of Incb power, and which are not precluded by 
restriCt.\ODS and except.\on. specified III the Constitution."- Wor" (Lodge's 
ed.), vol. iii. p. 181. 

Judge Hare snlDl Dp the matter by eaying, .. Congreoo are sovereign as re
prd. the objeete and within the limits of the Constitution. It may nse all 
proper and suitable means for carrying the powelll conferred by the Constitu-
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history of the United States is in a large measure a history of 
the arguments which sought to enlarge or restrict its import. 
One schoOl of statesmen urged that a lax construction would 
practically leave the States at the mercy of the National gov
.ernment, and remove those checks on the latter which the Con
stitution was designed to create; while the very fact that some 
powers were specifically granted must be taken to import that 
those not specified were withheld, according to the old maxim 
expressio unius eulusio alterius, which Lord Bacon concisely 
explains by saying, "as exception strengthens the force of a law 
in cases not excepted, so enumeration weakens it in cases not 
enumerated." It was replied by the opposite school that to 
limit the powers of the government to those expressly set forth 
in the Constitution would render that instrument unfit to 
serve the purposes of a growing and changing nation, and 
would, by leaving men no legal means of attaining necessary 
but originally uncontemplated aims, provoke revolution and 
work the destruction of the Constitution itself.1 

This latter contention derived much support from the fact 
that there were certain powers that had not been mentioned in 
the Constitution, but which were so obviously incident to a 
national government that they must be deemed to be raised by 
im plication. S For instance, the only offences which Congress is 
expressly empowered to punish are treason, the counterfeiting 
of the coin or securities of the government, and piracies and 
other offences against the law of nations. But it was very 
early held that the power to declare other acts to be offences 
against the United States, and punish them as such, existed as 
a necessary appendage to various general powers. So the 

tion into effect. The means best snited at one time may be inadequate at 
another; hence the need for vesting a large discretion in Congress. . • • 
• Necessary and proper' are therefore, as regards legislation, nearly if not 
quite synonymous, that being • necessary' which is suited to the object and 
calcnlated to attain the end in view." -.American Conatitutional Law, p. 107. 

1 See the philosophical remarks of Story, J., in Martin v. Hunler'. Lenes 
(1 Wheat. p. 304Bqq.). . 

~ Stress was also laid on the fact that whereas the Articles of Confederation 
of 1781 contained (Art. ii.) the expression, "Each State retains every power 
and jcrisdiction and right not expressly delegated to the United States in Con
gress assembled," the Constitution merely says (Amendmentx.), "The powers 
not granted to the United States are reserved to the States respectively or to 
the people," omitting the word" expressly." 
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power to regulate commerce covered the power to punish 
offences obstructing commerce; the power to manage the post
office included the right to fix penalties on the theft of letters; 
and, in fact, a whole mass of criminal law grew up as a sanc
tion to the civil laws which Congress had been directed to 
pass. 

The three lines along which this development of the implied 
powers of the government has chiefly progressed, have been 
those marked out by the three express powers of taxing and 
borrowing money, of regulating commerce, and of carrying on 
war. Each has produced a progeny of subsidiary powers, some 
of which have in their turn been surrounded by an unexpected 
offspring. Thus from the taxing and borrowing powers there 
spraug the powers to charter a national bank and exempt its 
branches and its notes from taxation by a State (a serious 
restriction on State authority), to create a system of custom
houses and revenue cutters, to establish a tariff for the protec
tion of native industry. Thus the regulation of commerce has 
been coustrued to include legislation regarding every kind 
of transportation of goods and passengers, whether from 
abroad or from one State to another, regarding navigation, 
maritime and internal pilotage, maritime contracts, etc., t~ 
gether with the control of all navigable waters not situate 
wholly within the limits of one State, the construction of 
all public works helpful to commerce between States or with 
foreign countries, the power to prohibit immigration, and 
finally a power to establish a railway commission and control 
all inter-State traffic.1 The war power proved itself even more 
elastic. The executive and the majority in Congress found 

1 Tbe ea. .. of Oif)bo ... v. Ogdni aupplies an interesting i1IILotration of tbe way 
In wbicb this doctrine of Implied powe .. works Itself onto The State of New 
York bad, in order to reward Folton aod IJvlngston for their services in intro
ducing steamboats, pasaed a statnte giving them an eIclosive ril!'ht of oavipt
IDg the Hocboo river with steamers. A ease having arisen in whicb tbis 
IIIalute .... Invoked, " ,... a1lell8d that the statote ,... invalid, becanse 
I_illtent with aD Act pasaed by CongY.... Tbe qoestion followed, Was 
Con~ entitled to ~ an Act deaJlnl!' with the navigation of the Hnd .... n? 
aDd it,... beld that the power to rt'l!'Dlate commerce granted to CongY'ftlS by 
tbe Constitatioa Implied a power to I"!rlslate for navigation on sach rivera as 
the Hodson, and that Con~ bavlnlt exerci"",, that power, the action of the 
States OB the subject was n_rlly eIclnded. By this decision a vast field 
of IegIalatioD was II8ClUed to Collgrea and eloaed to the States. 
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themselves during the War of Secession obliged to stretch 
this power to cover many acts trenching on the ordinary rights 
of the States and of individuals, till there ensued something 
which, fifty years earlier, would have been deemed to approach 
a suspension of constitutional guarantees in favour of the Fed
eral government. 

The courts have occasionally gone even further afield, and 
have professed to deduce certain powers of the legislature from 
the sovereignty inherent in the National government. In its 
last decision on the legal tender question, a majority of the 
Supreme court seems to have placed upon this ground, though 
with special reference to the section enabling Congress to bor
row money, its affirmance of that competence of Congress to 
declare paper money a legal tender for debts, which the earlier 
decision of 1871 had referred to the war power. This position 
evoked a controversy of wide scope, for the question what 
sovereignty involves belongs as much to political as to legal 
science, and may be pushed to great lengths upon considera
tions with which law proper has little to do. 

The above-mentioned instances of development have been 
worked out by the courts· of law. .But others are due to the 
action of the executive, or of the executive and Congress con
jointly. Thus, in 1803, President Jefferson negotiated and 
completed the purchase of Louisiana, the whole vast posses
sions of France beyond the Mississippi. He believed himself 
to be exceeding any powers which the Constitution conferred; 
and desired to have an amendment to it passed, in order to 
validate his act. But Congress and the people did not share 
his scruples, and the approval of the legislature was deemed 
sufficient ratification for a step of transcendent importance, 
which no provision of the Constitution bore upon. In 1801 
and 1808 Congress laid, by two statutes, an embargo on all 
shipping in United States ports, thereby practically destroying 
the lucrative carrying trade of the New England States. Some 
of these States declared the Act unconstitutional, arguing that 
a power to regulate commerce was not a power to annihilate it, 
and their courts held it to be void. Congress, however, per
sisted for a year, and the Act, on which the Supreme court 
never formally pronounced. has been generally deemed within 
the Constitution, though Justice Story (who had warmly op-
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posed it when he sat in Congress) remarks that it went to the 
extreme verge. More startling, and more far-reaching in their 
consequences, were the assumptions of Federal authority made 
during the War of Secession by the executive and confirmed, 
some expressly, some tacitly, by Congress and the people.' It 
was only a few of these that came before the courts, and the 
courts, in some instances, disapproved them. But the execu
tive contu-ned to exert this extraordinary authority. Appeals 
made to the letter of the Constitution by the minority were 
discredited by the fact that they were made by persoI16 sym
pathizing with the Secessionists who were seeking to destroy 
it. So many extreme things were done under the pressure of 
necessity that something less than these extreme things came 
to be accepted as a reasonable and moderate compromise.s 

The best way to give an adequate notion of the extent to 
which the outlines of the Constitution have been filled up by 
interpretation and construction, would be to take some of its 
more important sections and enumerate the decisions upon them 
and the doctrines established by those decisions. This process 
would, however, be irksome to any but a legal reader, and the 
legal reader may do it more agreeably for himself by consult
ing one of the annotated editions of the Constitution. He 
will there find that upon some provisions such as Art. i § 8 
(powers of Congress), Art. i § 10 (powers denied to the 
States), Art. iii. § 2 (extent of judicial power), there haa 
sprung up a perfect forest of judicial constructions, working 

I See ludge CooI8J·. Hi,tOty 0/ Jiic/aigtm, p. 353. The same eminent 
autborit:r 0"""""" to me: .. The Preaident 8Wlpended the writ of habe/UJ COTPI'" 
The rourta beld this action nnconatitutional (it wu anbeequentl:r confirmed b:r 
Congreaa). but be did not at once deem It safe to obe:r their judgment. Military 
commillllionen,1I'ith tbe approval of the War Department and the President. 
condemn"" men to pnnisbment for treason, bnt tbe courta released them, bold
Ing tbal the guaranti"" of Iibert:r In tbe Conatltution were u obligatory in war 
u in peace, and sbould be obeyed b:r an eitizene, and all departments. and 
otll .... n of goveroment (Jii/ligo .. •• ttUJe, t Wall. 1). Tbe conrts beld closel:r to 
tbe C<>nlltilution. but u bappens in every civil war. a great man:r wrongB were 
don. in the ex~",il'8 of the war power for wbieb no redreae, or none tbatwu 
ad .... nate. could poeaibl:r be bad." Inler """" fil"'" ',ge. mnst be alwaye to 
80m .. extent troe. eTan under a Conlltitntion like thai of tbe United State&. 

I Sucb u tbe _pension of the writ of habe ... earpu', the emancipation of 
lhe 81,,"ea of persons aid in!,: in the rebellion, the suspension of tbe statute of 
limitation .. tbe practical extinction of State banks bJ increased taxation laid 
011 tbem onder the general taxinlt power. 
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out the meaning and application of the few and apparently 
simple words of the original document intq a variety of unfore
seen results. -The same thing has more or less befallen nearly 
every section of the Constitution and of the fifteen amend. 
ments. The process shows no signs of stopping; nor can it, 
for the new conditions of economics and politics bring up new 
problems for solution. But the most important work was that 
done during the first half century, and especially by Chief. 
Justice Marshall during his long tenure of the presidency of 
the Supreme court (1801-1835). It is scarcely an exaggera
tion to call him, as an eminent American jurist has done, a 
second maker of the Constitution. I will not borrow the 
phrase which said of Augustus that he found Rome of brick 
and left it of marble, because Marshall's function was not 
to change but to develop. The Constitution. was, except of 
course as regards the political scheme of national government, 
which was already well established, rather a ground plan than 
a city. It was, if I may pursue the metaphor, much what the 
site of Washington was at the beginning of this century, a 
symmetrical ground plan for a great city, but with only some 
tall edifices standing here and there among fields and woods. 
Marshall left it what Washington has now become, a splendid 
and commodious capital within whose ample bounds there are 
still some vacant spaces and some mean dwellings, but which, 
built up and beautified as it has been by the taste and wealth 
of its rapidly growing population, is worthy to be the centre 
of a mighty nation. Marshall was, of course, only one among 
seven judges; but his majestic intellect and the elevation of his 
character gave him such an ascendency, that he found himself 
only once in a minority on any constitutional question. l His 
work of building up and working out the Constitution was 
accomplished not so much by the decisions he gave as by the 
judgments in which he expounded the principles of these 
decisions, judgments which for their philosophical breadth, the 
luminous exactness of their reasoning, and the fine political 
sense which pervades them, have never been surpassed and 

lin that one case (Ogden v. Sanders) there was a bare majority against 
him, and professional opinion now approves the view which he took. When 
Marshall became Chief-Jnstice only two decisions on constitntional law had 
been pronoUDCP-d by the conrt. Between that time and his death fifty-one 
were given. 
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rarely equalled by the most famous jurists of modern Europe 
or of ancient Rome. Marshall did not forget the duty of a 
judge to decide nothing more than the suit before him requires, 
but he was wont to set forth the grounds of his decision in 
such a way as to show how they would fall to be applied in 
cases that had not yet-arisen. He grasped with extraordinary 
force and clearness the cardinal idea that the creation of a 
national government implies the grant of all such subsidiary 
powers as are requisite to the effectuation of its main powers 
and purposes, but. he developed and applied this idea with so 
much prudence and sobriety, never treading on purely political 
ground, never indulging the temptation to theorize, but con
tent to follow out as a lawyer the consequences of legal princi
ples, that the Constitution seemed not so much to rise under 
his handa to its full stature, as to be gradually unveiled by him 
till it stood revealed in the harmonious perfection of the form 
which ita framers had designed. That admirable flexibility 
and capacity for growth which characterize it beyond all other 
rigid or supreme constitutions, is largely due to him, yet not 
more to his courage than to his caution. l 

We now come to the third question: How is the interpreting 
authority restrained? If the American Constitution is capable 
of being 80 developed by this expansive interpretation, what 
security do its written terms offer to the people and to the 
States? What becomes of the special value claimed for Rigid 
constitutions that they preserve the frame of government 
unimpaired in ita essential merits, that they restrain the 
excesses of a transient majority, and (in Federations) the 
aggressions of a central authority? 

The answer is two-fold. In the first place, the interpreting 
authority is, in questions not distinctly political; different from 
the legislature and from the executive, amenable to neither, 
and composed of lawyers imbued with professional habits. 
There is therefore a probability that it will disagree with either 
of them when they attempt to transgress the Constitution, and 
will decline to stretch the law so as to sanction encroachments 

1 Had the Supreme court been in those days possessed by the eame spirit of 
Itrietn_ and literality which the Jndlcial Committee of the British Privy 
Connell haa reeently applied to the coustruction of the British N orlh America~ 
Am of 1867 (the Aet which createe the Constitution of the Canadian Federation). 
Ibe U oIted Statee CoD8titution would neVR have grown to be what it now is. 

VOL. I ,a 
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those authorities may have attempted. In point of fact, there 
have been few cases, and those chiefly cases of urgency dur
ing the war, in which the judiciary has been even accused of 
lending itself to the designs of the other organs of government. 
The period when extensive interpretation was most active 
(1800-1835) was also the period when the party opposed to a 
strong central government commanded Congress and the exec
utive, and so far from approving the course the court took, 
the dominant party then often complained of it. 

In the ~econd place, there stands above and behind the legis
lature, the executive, and the judiciary, another power, that of 
public opinion. The President, Congress, and the courts are 
all, the two former directly, the latter practically, amenable to 
the people, and anxious to be in harmony with the general 
current of its sentiment. If the people approve the way in 
which these authorities are interpreting and using the Consti
tution, they go on; if the people disapprove, they pause, or at 
least slacken their pace. Generally the people have approved 
of such action by the President.or Congress as has seemed 
justified by the needs of the time, even though it may have 
gone beyond the letter of the Constitution: generally they 
have approved the conduct of the courts whose legal interpre
tation has upheld such legislative or executive action. Public 
opinion sanctioned the purchase of Louisiana, and the still 
bolder action of the executive in the Secession War. It 
approved the Missouri compromise of 1820, which the Supreme 
court thirty-seven years afterwards declared to have been in 
excess of the powers of Congress. But it disapproved the 
Alien and Sedition laws of 1798, and although these statutes 
were never pronounced unconstitutional by the courts, this 
popular censure has prevented any similar legislation since 
that time. 1 The people have, of course, much· less exact 
notions of the Constitution than the legal profession or the 
courts. But while they generally desire to see the powers of 
the government so far expanded as to enable it to meet the 
exigencies of the moment, they are sufficiently attached to its 
general doctrines, they sufficiently prize the protecfion it affords 
them against their own impulses, to censure any interpretation 

1 So it disapproved strongly, in the northern States, of the judgments 
delivered by the majority of the Snpreme court in the Dred Scott case. . 
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which palpably departs from the old lines. And their censure 
is, of course, still more severe if the court seems to be acting 
at the bidding of a party. 

A singular result of the importance of constitutional inter
pretation in the American government may be here referred to. 
It ia this, that the United States legislature has been very 
largely occupied in purely legal discussions. When it is pro
posed to legislate on a subject which has been heretofore little 
dealt with, the opponents of a measure have two lines of de
fence. They may, as Englishmen would in a like case, argue 
that the measure ia inexpedient.. But they may also, which 
Englishmen cannot, argue that it is unconstitutional, i.e. 
illegal, because transcending the powers of Congress. This is 
a question fit to be raised in Congress, not only as regards 
matters with which, as being purely political, the courts of law 
will refuse to interfere, but as regards all other matters also, 
because since a deciaion on the constitutionality of a statute 
can never be obtained from the judges by anticipation, the leg. 
islature ought to consider whether they are acting within their 
competence. And it ia a question on which a stronger case 
can often be made, and made with less exertion, than on the 
issue whether the measure be substantially expedient.. Hence 
it ia nsually put in the fOr&-front of the battle, and argued 
with great Tigour and acumen by leaders who are probably 
more ingenioua as lawyers than they are faNighted as states-. 
men. 

A further consequence of this habit ia pointed out by one of 
the moet thonghtful among American constitutional writers. 
Legal issues are apt to dwarf and obscure the more substan
tially important issues of principle and policy, distracting from 
these latter the attention of the nation as well as the skill of 
congressional debaters. 

.. The English legislature," says Judge Hare, "is free to fol
low any course that will promote the welfare of the State, and 
the inquiry ia not, 'Has Parliament power to pass the Act? ' 
but, 'Is it consiatent with principle, and such as the circum· 
stances demand?' These are the material points, and if the 
public mind ia satisfied as to them there ia no further contro
versy. In the United States, on the other hand, the question 
primarily ia one of power, and in the refined. and subtle diJt. 
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cussion which ensues, right is too often lost sight of or treated 
as if it were synonymous with might. It is taken for granted 
that what the Constitution permits it also approves, and that 
measures which are legal cannot be contrary to morals." 

The interpretation of the Constitution has at times become 
so momentous as to furnish a basis for the formation of politi
cal parties; and the existence of parties divided upon such 
questions has of course stimulated the interest with which 
points of legal interpretation have been watched and can
vassed. Soon after the formation of the National government 
in 1189 two parties grew up, one advocating a strong central 
authority, the other championing the rights of the States. Of 
these parties the former naturally came to insist on a liberal, 
au expansive, perhaps a lax construction of the words of the 
Constitution, because the more wide is the meaning placed 
upon its grant of powers, so much the wider are those powers 
themselves. The latter party, on the other hand, was acting 
in protection both of the States and of the individual citizen 
against the central government, when it limited by a strict and 
narrow interpretation of the fundamental instrument the pow
ers which that instrument conveyed. The distinction which 
began in those early days has never since vanished. There 
has always been a party professing itself disposed to favour 
the central government, and therefore a party of broad construe
.tion. There has always been a paJ.1;y claiming that it aimed at 
protecting the rights of the States, and therefore a party of strict 
construction. Some writers have gone so far as to deem these 
different views of interpretation to be the foundation of all the 
political parties that have divided America. This view, how
ever, inverts the facts. It is not because men have differed in 
their reading of the Constitution that they have advocated or 
opposed an extension of Federal powers; it is their attitude on 
this substantiai issue that has determined their attitude on the 
verbal one. Moreover, the two great parties have several 
times changed sides on the very question of interpretation. 
The purchase of Louisiana. and the Embargo acts were the 
work of the Strict Constructionists, while it was the Loose 
Constructionist party which protested against the latter meas
ure, aud which, at the Hartford Convention of 1814, advanced 
doctrines of State rights almost amounting to those subs6-
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quentIy asserted by South Carolina in 1832 and by the Seces
sionists of 1861. Parties in America, as in most countries, 
have followed their temporary interest; and if that interest 
happened to differ from some traditional party doctrine, they 
have explained the latter away. Whenever there has been a 
serious party conflict, it has been in reality a conflict over 
some living and practical issue, and only in form a debate upon 
canons of legal interpretation. What is remarkable, though 
natural enough in a country governed by a written instrument, 
is that every controversy has got involved with questions of 
constitutional construction. When it was proposed to exert 
some power of Congress, as for instance to charter a national 
bank, to grant money for internal improvements, to enact a 
protective tariff, the opponents of these schemes could plausi
bly argue, and therefore of course did argue, that they were 
unconstitutional. So any suggested interference with slavery 
in States or Territories was immediately declared to violate 
the State rights which the Constitution guaranteed. Thus 
every serious question came to be fought as a constitutional 
question. But as regards most questions, and certainly as 
regards the great majority of the party combatants, men did 
not attack or defend a proposal because they held it legally 
unsound or sound on the true construction of the Constitution, 
but alleged it to be constitutionally wrong or right because 
they thought the welfare of the country, or at least their party 
interests, to be involved. Constitutional interpretation was a 
pretext rather than a cause, a matter of form rather than of 
substance. 

The results were both good and evil. They were good in so 
far as they made both parties profess themselves defenders of 
the Constitution, zealous only that it should be interpreted 
aright; as they familiarized the people with its provisions, 
and made them vigilant critics of every legislative or execu
tive act which could affect its working. They were evil in 
distracting public attention from real problems to the legal 
aspect of those problems, and in cultivating a habit of casu
istry which threatened the integrity of the Constitution itself. 

Since the Civil War there has been much less of this casu
istry because there have been fewer occasions for it, the Broad 
Construction view of the Constitution having practically pre-
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vailed-prevailed SO far that the Supreme court now holds 
that the power of Congress to make paper money legal tender 
is incident to the sovereignty of the National government, and 
that a Democratic House of Representatives passes a bill 
giving a Federal commission vast powers over all the railways 
which pass through more than one State. There is still a 
party inclined to strict construction, but the strictness which 
it upholds would have been deemed lax by the Broad Con
structionists of thirty years ago. The interpretation which 
has thus stretched the Constitution to cover powers once un
dreamt of, may be deemed a dangerous resource. But it must 
be remembered that even the constitutions we call Rigid must 
make their choice between being bent or being broken. The 
Americans have more than once bent their Constitution in 
order that they might not be forced to break it. 



CllA.PTER XXXIV 

TB1I DBVELOPIlENT 01' THB CONSTITUTION BY USAGB 

THUll is yet another way in which the Constitution has been 
developed. This is by laying down rules on matters which are 
within its general scope, but have not been dealt with by its 
words, by the creation of machinery which it has not provided 
for the attainment of objects it contemplates, or, to vary the 
metaphor, by ploughing and planting ground which, though 
included within the boundaries of the Constitution, was left 
waste by those who drew up the original instrument. 

Although the Constitution is curiously minute upon some 
comparatively small points, such as the qualifications of members 
of Congress and the official record of their votes, it passes over 
in silence many branches of political action, many details essen
tial to every government. Some may have been forgotten, but 
some were purposely omitted, because the Convention could 
not agree upon them, or because they would have provoked 
opposition in the ratifying conv$!ntions, or because they were 
thought unsuited to a document which it was desirable to draft 
concisely and to preserve as far as possible unaltered. This 
was wise and indeed necessary, but it threw a great responsi
bility upon those who had to work the government which the 
Constitution created. They found nothing· within the four. 
corners of the instrument to guide them on points whose grav
ity was perceived as soon as they had to be settled in practice. 
Many of such points could not be dealt with by interpreta
tion or construction, however liberally extensive it might be, 
because there was nothing in the words of the Constitution 
from which such construction could start, and because they 
were in some instances matters which, though important, could 
not be based upon principle, but must be settled by an arbitrary 
determination. 

881 
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Their settlement, which began with the first Congress, has 
been effected in two ways, by Congressional legislation and by 
usage. 

Congress was empowered by the Constitution to pass statutes 
on certain prescribed topics. On many other topics not spe
cially named, but within its general powers, statutes were evi
dently needed. For· instance, the whole subject of Federal 
taxation, direct and indirect, the establishment of Federal 
courts, inferior to the Supreme court, and the assignment of 
particular kinds and degrees of jurisdiction to each class of 
courts, the organization of the civil, military, and naval services 
of the country, the administration of Indian affairs and of the 
Territories, the rules to be observed in the elections of Presi
dents and senators, these and many other matters of high im
port are regulated by statutes, statutes which Congress can of 
course change but which, in their main features, have been not 
greatly changed since their first enactment. Although such 
statutes cannot be called parts of the Constitution in the same 
sense as the interpretations judicially placed upon it, for these 
latter have (subject to the possibility of their reversal) become 
practically incorporated with its original text, still they have 
given to its working a character and· direction which must be 
borne in mind in discussing it, and which have, in some in
stances, produced results opposed to the ideas of its framers. To 
take a recent instance, the passing of the Inter-State Com
merce Act, which regulates all the greater railways over the 
whole United States, is an assertion of Federal authority over 
numerous and powerful corporations chartered by and serving 
the various States, which gives a new aspect and significance 
to the clause in the Constitution empowering Congress to regu-

o late commerce. Legal interpretation held that clause to be 
sufficiently wide t.o enable Congress to legislate on inter-State 
railways; but when Congress actually exerted its power in en
acting this statute a further step, and a long one, was taken 
towards bringing the organs of transportation under national 
control,l Legislation, therefore, though it cannot in strictness 

1 The recognition that the Constitntion empowers Congress to deal with a 
given subject does not imply that every detail of the Act dealing therewith is 
above objection. Although prima facie Congress, when competent to legislate 
on a subject, is free to choose its means, still it remains open to anyone to 
challenge the constitutionality of any particular provisions in a statute 
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enlarge the frontiers fix.!d by the Constitution, can give to cer
tain provinces lying within those frontiers far greater impor-
1ICUlC8 than they formerly possessed, and by so doing, can 
substantially change the character of the government. It 
cannot engender a new power, but it can turn an old one in a 
new direction, and call a dormant one into momentous activity. 

Next as to usage. Custom, which is a law-producing agency 
in every department, is specially busy in matters which per
tain to the practical conduct of government. Understandings 
and conveutions are in modern practice no less essential to 
the smooth working of the English Constitution, than are the 
principles enunciated in the Bill of Rights. Now understand
ings are merely long-established usages, sanctioned by no stat
ute, often too vague to adwit of precise statement, l yet in 
lome instances deemed so binding that a breach of them 
would damage the character of a statesman or a ministry just 
as much as the transgression of a statute. In the United 
Statel there are fewer such understandings than in England, 
because under a Constitution drawn out in one fundamental 
document everybody is more apt to stand upon his strict legal 
rights, and the spirit of institutions departs less widely from. 
their formal character. Nevertheless sowe of those features 
of Awerican govern went to which its character is chiefly due, 
and which recur most frequently in its daily working, rest 
neither upon the Constitution nor upon any statute, but upon 
usage alone. Here are some instances. 

The presidential electors have by usage and by usage only 
lost the right the Constitution gave. thew of exercising their 
discretion in the choice of a chief wagistrate. 

The President is not re-elected wore than once, though the 
Constitution places no restriction whatever on re-eligibility.1 

The President nses his veto wore freely than he did at first, 
and for a wider range of purposes. 

I For Instance. It Is Impoaalble to stata precisely the pl'BCtical (as distin
gnlahed from the Isgal) rlghta of the Honse of Lords to reject bills passed by 
the Honse of Common •• or the dnty of the Crown when a Cabinet makes some 
1'8ry nnnanal request; althongh It Is admitted that as a rnle the Lords ought 
to yield to the Commons and the Crown to be goided by the advice of its 
mlolsteN. 

t See onle. Chap. V. The Fetlero/i.1 (No. Ixvili.) says that the President 
will be and ongM to be re-e1ected .. often as the people think him worthy of 
their eonJidence. 
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The Senate now never exercises its undoubted power of re
fusing to confirm the appointments made by the President to 
cabinet offices. 

The President is permitted·to remove, without asking the 
consent of the Senate, officials to whose appointment the con
sent of the Senate is necessary. This was for a time regulated 
by statute, but the statute having been repealed the old usage . 
has revived. (See Chapter VI.) 

Both the House and the Senate conduct their legislation by 
means of standing committees. This vital peculiarity of the 
American system of government has no firmer basis than the 
standing orders of each House, which can be repealed at any 
moment, but have been maintained for many years. 

I The Speaker of the House is by a similar practice entrusted 
with the profoundly important power of nominating all the 
House committees. . 

I The chairmen of the chief committees of both Houses, which 
control the great departments of State (e.g. foreign affairs, 
navy, justice, finance), have practically become an additional 
set of ministers for those departments. 

The custom of going into caucus, by which the parties in each 
of the two Houses of Congress determine their action, and the 
obligation on individual members to obey the decision of the 
caucus meeting, are mere habi~ or understandings, without legal 
sanction. So is the right claimed by the senators from a State 
to control the Federal patronage of that State. So is the usage 
that appropriation bills shall be presented to the House. 

The rule that a member of Congress must be chosen from 
the district, as well as from the State, in which he resides, 
rests on no Federal enactment; indeed, neither Congress nor 
any State legislature would be entitled thus to narrow the 
liberty of choice .which the words of the Constitution imply. 

Jackson introduced, and succeeding Presidents continued the 
practice of dismissing Federal officials belonging to the OPP<>-

. site party, and appointing none but adherents of their own 
party to the vacant places. This is the so-called Spoils 
System, which, having been applied also to State and municipal 
offices, has been made the corner-stone of "practical politics" 
in America. The Constitution is nowise answerable for it 
and legislation only partially. 
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Neither in English law nor in American is there anything 
regarding the re-eligibility of a member of the popular cham
ber i nor can it be said that usage has established in either 
country any broad general rule on the subject. But whereas 
the English tendency has beeu to re-elect a member uuless 
there is some positive reason for getting rid of him, in many 
parts of America men are disposed the other way, and refuse 
to re-elect him just because he has had his turn already. Any 
one can understaud what a diJIerence this makes in the cllarac
ter of the chamber. 

We see, then, that several salient features of the present 
American government, such as the popular election of the 
President, the in1luence of senators and congressmen over 
patronage, the immeuse power of the Speaker, the Spoils sys
tem, are due to usages which have sprung up round the Con
stitution and profoundly affected its working, but which are 
not parts of the Constitution, nor necessarily attributable to 
any specific provision which it contains. The most remark
able instance of all, the choice of presidential candidates 
by the great parties assembled in their national conventions, 
will be fully considered in a later chapter. 

One of the changes which the last seventy years have 
brought abont is so remarkable as to deserve special mention. 
The Constitution contains no provisions regarding the electoral 
franchise in congressional elections save the three following:-

That the franchise shall in every State be the same as that 
by which the members of the" most nnmerous branch of the 
State legislature" are chosen (Art. i § 2). 

That when any male citizens over twenty-()ne years of age 
are excluded by any State from the franchise (except for crime) 
the basis of representation in Congress of that State shall be 
proportionately reduced (Am. xiv., 1868). 

That "the right of citizens of the United States to vote 
.hall not be denied or abridged on account of race, colour, or 
prerious condition of serritude" (Am. IV., 1870). 

Subject to these conditions every State may regulate the 
electoral franchise as it pleases.. 

In the first days of the Constitution the suffrage was in 
nearly aU States limited by various conditions (e.g. prop
erty qualification, length of residence, etc.) which excluded, 
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or might have excluded, though in some States the proportion 
of very poor people was small, 'a considerable number of the 
free inhabitants. At present the suffrage is in every State 
practically universal. It had become so in the Free States l 

even-before the war. Here is an advance towards pure democ
racy effected without the action of the national legislature, but 
solely by the legislation of the several States, a legislation 
which, as it may be changed at any moment, is, so far as the 
nation,al government is concerned, mere custom. And of this 
great step, modifying profoundly the colour and character of 
the government, there is no trace in the words of the Con
stitution other than the provisions of the fourteenth and fif
teenth amendments introduced for the benefit of the liberated 
negroes. 

It is natural, it is indeed inevitable, that there should be in 
every country such a parasitic growth of usages and conven
tions round the solid legal framework of government. But 
must not the result of such a growth be different where a 
rigid constitution exists from what it is in countries where the 
constitution is flexible? In England usages of the kind de
scribed become inwoven with the law of the country as settled 
by statutes and decisions, and modify that law. Cases come 
before a court in which a usage is recognized and thereby 
obtains a sort of legal sanction. Statutes are passed in which 
an existing usage is taken for granted, and which therefore 
harmonize with it. Thus the always changing Constitution 
becomes interpenetrated by custom. Custom is in fact the first 
stage through which a rule passes before it is embodied in 
binding law. But in America, where the fundamental law 
cannot readily be, and is in fact very rarely altered, may we 
not expect a conflict, or at least a want of harmony, between 
law and custom, due to the constant growth of the one and the 
immutability of the other? 

In examining this point one must distinguish between sub
jects on which the Constitution is silent and subjects on which 
it speaks. As regards the former there is little difficulty. 
Usage and legislation may expand the Constitution in what. 
way they please, subject only to the control of public opinion. 

1 Save that in many of them persons of colour were placed at a disadvan
tage. 
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The courts of law will not interfere, because no provision of 
the Constitution is violated; and even where it may be 
thought that an act of Congress or of the executive is opposed 
to the spirit of the Constitution, still if it falls within the 
range of the discretion which these authorities have received, 
it will not be questioned by the judges.1 

If, on the other hand, either congressional legislation or 
usage begins to trench on ground which the Constitution ex
pressly covers, the question at once arises whether such legis
lation is valid, or whether an act done in conformity with 
Buch usage is legal. Questions· of this kind do not always 
come before the courts, and if they do not, the presumption 
is in favour of whatever act has been done by Congress or 
by any legally constituted authority. When, however, .such a 
queBtion is Busceptible of judicial determination and is actually 
brought before a tribunal, the tribunal is disposed rather to 
support than to treat as null the act done. Applying that 
expansive interpretation which has prevailed since the war as 
it prevailed in the days of Chief-Justice Marshall, the Supreme 
court is apt to find grounds. for moving in the direction which 
it perceiveB public opinion to have .taken, and for putting on 
the words of the Constitution a sense which legalizes what 
CongreBB has enacted or custom approved. When this takes 
place things proceed smoothly. The change which circum
Btances call for is made gently, and is controlled, perhaps 
modified, in its operation. 

But Bometimes the courts feel bound to declare some statute, 
1 "It Is lUI ulom In onr jnrlsprndence that an Act of Congress is not to be 

pronounced nnconstitntional unless tbe defect of power to paBB it is so clear as 
to admit of no donbt. Evel')' donbt Is to be resolved In favour of the validity 
of the law." - Swayne, J., In United State. v. Rhodu, 1 Abb. U. S. 49. 

An Intereatlng filnstration il .npplied by a vel')' recent case which arose in 
the efforte made to check tbe evila arising from the lotteries established in 
Loui.iana. Congress, being unable to &trike at the lottel')' in Louisiana itself, 
paoaed a otatnte forbidding the post.oftice to carl')' newspapers containing 
lotte.,. advertisements (since it was by these that mischief was done over the 
.... t of the Union), and imposing a penalty on anyone posting lottery adver
tiseme~ in breach of tbe otstnts. A newspaper proprietor arrested for Bach 
breach carried hie case to the Snpreme court, alleging the 8tatute to be 
uneoDBtitntiunal bscanse inconoiotent with the first amendment to the Consti
tution. The court however nnaoimoDBly held (1892) tbat tbat amendment 
did not apply, and snpported the right of Congre .. to use the control of the 
post.oftice as a meano of dealing with the harm doue by lotteries; and public 
opiDloD beanil, welcomed tbia decision. 
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or executive act done in pursuance of usage, contrary to the 
Constitution. What happens? In theory the judicial deter
mination is conclusive, and ought to check any further progress 
in the path which has been pronounced unconstitutional. But 
whether this result follows will in practice depend on the cir
cumstances of the moment. If the case is not urgent, if there 
is no strong popular impulse behind Congress or the President, 
no paramount need for the usage which had sprung up and 
is now disapproYed, the decision of the courts will be acqui
esced in; and whatever tendency towards change exists will 
seek some other channel where no constitutional obstacle bars 
its course. But if the needs of the time be pressing, courts 
and Constitution may have to give way. Salus rei publicae lex 
sup,·ema. Above that supreme written law stands the safety 
of the commonwealth, which will be secured, if possible in 
conformity with the Constitution; but if that be not possi
ble, then by evading, or even by overriding the Constitution. l 

This is what happened in the Civil War, when men said that 
they would break the Constitution in order to preserve it. 

Attempts to disobey the Constitution have been rare, because 
the fear of clashing with it has arrested many mischievous 
proposals in their earlier stages, while the influence of public 
opinion has averted possible collisions by leading the courts to 
lend their ultimate sanction to measures or usages which, had 
they come under review at their first. appearance, might have 
been pronounced unconstitutional,ll That collisions have been 
rare is good evidence of the political wisdom of American 
state~men and lawyers. But politicians. in other eountries will 

1 In a remarkable letter written to Mr. Hodges (4th April 1864), President 
Lincoln said: H My oath to preserve the Constitution imposed on me the duty of 
preserving by every indispensable means that government, that nation, of which 
the Constitution was the organic law. Was it possible to lose the nation and 
yet preserve the Constitution? By general law life and limb must be pro
tected, yet often a limb mnst be amputated to save a life, but a life is never 
wisely given to save a limb. I felt that measures, otherwise unconstitutional, 
might become lawful by becoming indispensable to the preservation of the 
Constitution through the preservation of the nation. Right or wrol)g I as
sumed this ground, and now avow it. I could not feel that to the best of my 
ability I had even tried to preserve the Constitution, if, to save slavery, or any 
minor matter,. I should permit the wreck of government, country, and Consti
tution altogether." 

. ~ Such as the expenditure of vast sums on H internal improvements" and 
the assumption of wide powers over internal communications. 
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err if they suppose that the existence of a rigid or supreme 
constitution is enough to avert collisions, or to secure the vic
tory of the fundamental instrument. A rigid constitution 
resembles, not some cliff of Norwegian gneiss which bears for 
centuries unchanged the lash of Atlantic billows, but rather a 
Bea.-wall, such as guards the seaside promenade of an English 
town, whose \lmooth surface resists the ordinary waves and 
currents of the Channel but may be breached or washed away 
by some tremendous tempest. The American Constitution has 
Btood unbroken, because America has never seen, as some 
European countries h.ave seen, angry multitudes or military 
tyrants bent on destroying the institutions which barred the 
course of their passions or ambition. And it has also stood 
because it has submitted to a process of constant, though 
sometimes scarcely perceptible, change which has adapted it 
to the conditions of a new age. 

The solemn determination of a people enacting a fundamental 
law by which they and their descendants shall be governed 
cannot prevent that law, however great the reverence they. 
continue to profess for it, from being worn away in one part, 
enlarged in another, modified in a third, by the ceaseless action 
of inJluences playing upon the individuals who compose the 
people. Thus the American Constitution has necessarily 
changed as the nation has changed, has changed in the spirit 
with which men regard it, and therefore in its own.spirit., To 
use the words of the eminent constitutional lawyer whom I 
have more than once quoted: "We may think," says Judge 
Cooley, "that we have the Constitution all before us j but for 
practical purposes the Constitution is that which the govern
ment, in its several departments, and the people in the per
formance of their duties as citizens, recognize and respect as 
luch j and nothing else is. . .. Cervantes says: Every one is 
the son of his own works. This is more emphatically true of 
an instrument of government than it can possibly be of a nat;. 
ural person. What it takes to itself, though at first unwar
rantable, helps to make it over into a new instrument of 
government, and it represents at last the acts done under it." 



CHAPTER XXXV 

THE RESULTS OF CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

WE have seen that the American Constitution has changed, 
is changing, and by the law of its existence must continue to 
change, in its substance and practical working even when its 
words remain the same. "Time and habit," said Washington, 
"are at least as necessary to fix the true character of govern
ments as of other human institutions:" 1 and while habit fixes 
some things, time remoulds others. 

It remains to ask what has been the general result of the 
changes it has suffered, and what light an examination of its 
history, in this respect, throws upon the probable future of the 
instrument and on the worth of Rigid or Supreme constitu
tions in general. . 

The Constitution was avowedly created as an instrument of 
checks and balances. Each branch of the National government 
was to restrain the others, and· maintain the equipoise of the 
whole. The legislature was to balance the executive, and the 
judiciary both. The two houses of the legislature were to 
balance one another. The National government, taking all its 
branches together, was balanced against the State governments. 
As this equilibrium was placed under the protection of a docu
ment, unchangeable save by the people themselves, no one of 
the branches of the National government has been able to 
absorb or tlverride the others, as the House of Commons and 
the Cabinet, itself a child of the House of Commons, have in 
England overridden and subjected the Crown and the House 
of Lords. Each branch maintains its independence, and can, 
within certain limits, defy the others. 

But there is among political bodies and offices (i.e. the per
sons who from time to time fill the same office) of necessity a 

1 Farewell Address, 17th September 1796. 
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constant strife, a struggle for existence similar to that which 
Mr. Darwin has shown to exist among plants and animals j 
and as in the case of plants and animals so also in the politi
cal sphere this struggle stimulates each body or office to exert 
its utmost force for its own preservation, and to develop its 
aptitudes in any direction wherein development is possible. 
Each branch of the American government has striven to ex
tend its range and its powers j each has advanced in certain 
directions, but in others has heen restrained by the equal or 
stronger pressure of other branches. I shall attempt to state 
the chief differences perceptible between the ideas which men 
entertained regarding the various bodies and offices of the 
government when they first entered life, and the aspect they 
now wear to the nation. 

The President has developed a capacity for becoming, in 
moments of national peril, something like a Roman dictator. 
He is in quiet times no stronger than he was at first, possibly 
weaker. Congress has in some respects encroached on him, yet 
his office has shown that it may, in the hands of a trusted 
leader and at the call of a sudden necessity, rise to a tremen-
dous height. . 

The ministers of the President have not become more im
portant either singly or collectively as a cabinet. Cut off from 
the legislature on one side, and from the people on the other, 
they have been a mere appendage to the President. 

The Senate has come to press heavily on the executive, and 
at the same time has developed legislative functions which, 
though contemplated in the Constitution, were comparatively 
rudimentary in the older days. It has, in the judgment of 
American publicists, grown relatively stronger than it then 
was. 

The Vic&-President of the United States has become even 
more insignificant than the Constitution seemed to make 
him. 

On the other hand, the Speaker of the House of Represen
tatives, whom the Constitution mentions only once, and on 
w hom it bestows no powers, has now secured one of the leading 
parts in the piece, and can affect the course of legislation more 
than any other single person. 

An oligarchy of chairmen of the leading ,committees has 
VOL. I I D 
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sprung up in the House of Representatives as a consequence of 
the increasing demands on its time and of the working of the 
committee system. 

The Judiciary was deemed to be making large strides during 
the first forty years, because it established its claim to powers 
which, though doubtless really granted, had been but faintly 
apprehended in 1789. After 1830 the development of those 
powers advanced more slowly. But the position which the 
Supreme court has taken in the scheme of government, if it be 
not greater than the framers of the Constitution would have 
wished, is yet greater than they foresaw. 

Although some of these changes are considerable, they are 
far smaller than those which England has seen pass over her 
Government since 1789. So far, therefore, the rigid Constitu
tion has maintained a sort of equilibrium between the various 
powers, whereas that which was then supposed to exist in 
England between the king, the peers, the House of Commons, 
and the people (i.e. the electors) has vanished irrecoverably. 

In the other struggle that has gone on in America, that be
tween the National government and the States, the results 
have been still more considerable, though the process of change 
has sometimes been interrupted. During the first few decades 
after 1789 the States, in spite of a steady and often angry re
sistance, sometimes backed by threats of secession, found them
selves more and more entangled in the network of Federal 
powers which sometimes Congress, sometimes the President, 
sometimes the Judiciary, as the expounder of the Constitution, 
flung over them. Provisions of the Constitution whose bear
ing had been inadequately realized in the first instance were 
put in force against a State, and when once put in force became 

. precedents for the future. It is instructive to observe that 
this was done by both of the great national parties, by 
those who defended State rights and preached State sover
eignty as well as by the advocates of a strong central govern
ment. For the former, when they saw the opportunity of 
effecting by. means of the central legislative or executive 
power an object of immediate party importance, did not hesi
tate to put in force that central power, forgetful or heedless of 
the example they were setting. 

It is for this reason that the process by which the National 
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government bas grown may be called a natural one. A politi
cal force has, like a heated gas, a natural tendency to expan
sion, a tendency which works even apart from the knowledge 
and intentions of those through whom it works. Iu the proc
e8I of expansion such a force may meet, and may be checked 
or driven back by a stronger force. The expansive force of 
the National government proved ultimately stronger than the 
force of the States, so the centralizing tendency prevailed. 
And it prevailed not so much by the conscious purpose of the 
party disposed to favour it, as through the inherent elements 
of strength which it possessed, and the favouring conditions 
amid which it acted, elemen"" and conditions largely irrespec
tive of either political party, and operative under the suprem
acy of the one as well as of the other. Now and then the 
centralizing process was checked. Georgia defied the Supreme 
court in 1830-32, and was not made to bend because the execu
tive sided with her. South Carolina defied Congress and the 
President in 1832, and the issue was settled by a compromise. 
Acute foreign observers then and often during the period that 
followed predicted the dissolution of the Union. For some 
years before the outbreak of the Civil War the tie of obedience 
to the National government was palpably loosened over a 
large part of the country. But during and after the war the 
former tendency resumed i..., action, swifter and more potent 
than before. . 

A critic may object to the view here presented by remarking 
that the struggle between the National government and the 
States has not, as in the case of the struggles between differ
ent branches of the National govemment, proceeded merely by 
the natural deTelopment of the Constitution, but has been 
accelerated by specific changes in the Constitution, viz. those 
made by the three latest amendments. 

This is true. But the dominance of the centralizing tenden
cies is not wholly or even mainly due to those amendments. It 
had begun before them. It would have come about, though 
le88 completely, without them. It has been due not ouly to 
these amendmen"" but also-

To the extensive interpretation by the judiciary of the 
powers which the Constitution Tes"" in the National 
government. 
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To the passing by 90ngress of statutes on topics not exclu
sively reserved to the States, statutes which have sensibly 
narrowed the field of State action. 

To exertions of executive power which, having been approved 
by the people, and not condemned by the courts, have 
passed into precedents. 

These have been the modes in which the centralizing ten
dency has shown itself and prevailed. What have been the 
underlying causes ? 

They belong to history. They are partly economical, partly 
moral. Steam and electricity have knit the various parts of 
the country closely together, have made each State and group 
of States more dependent on its neighbours, have added to the 
matters in which the whole country benefits by joint action 
and uniform legislation. The power of the National govern
ment to stimulate or depress commerce and industries by tariff 
legislation has given it a wide control over the material pros
perity of part of the Union, till "the people, and especially 
the trading and manufacturing classes, came to look more and 
more to the national capital for what enlists their interests, 
and less and less to the capital of their own State. . .. It is 
the nation and not the State that is present to the imagination 
of the citizens as sovereign, even in the States of Jefferson and 
Calhoun. . •. The Constitution as it is, and the Union as it 
was, can no longer be the party watchword. There is a new 
Union, with new grand features, but with new engrafted 
evils." 1 There has grown up a pride in the national flag, and 
in the national government as representing national unity. In 
the North there is gratitude to that government as the power 
that saved the Union in the Civil War; in the South a sense 
of the strength which Congress and the President then exerted; 
in both a recollection of the inlmense scope which the war 
powers took and might take again. All over the country there 
is a great·army of Federal office-holders who look to Washing
ton as the centre of their hopes and fears. As the modes in 
and by which these and other similar causes can work are 
evidently not exhausted, it is clear that the development of the 
Constitution as between the nation and the States has not yet 
stopped, and present appearances suggest that the centralizing 
tendency will continue to prevail. 

I Cooley. H"uf0r7 oJ JlichitJ-
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How does the inquiry we have been conducting effect the 
judgment to be passed upon the worth of rigid constitutions, 
i.e. of written instruments of government emanating from an 
authority superior to that of the ordinary legislature? The 
question is a grave one for European countries, which seem to 
be passing from the older or Flexible to the newer or Rigid 
type of constitutions. 

A European reader who has followed the facts stated in the 
last foregoing chapters may be inclined to dismiss the question 
summarily. "Rigid Constitutions," he will say, "are on your 
own showing a delusion and a sham. The American Constitu
tion has been changed, is being changed, will continue to be 
changed, by interpretation and usage. It is not what it was 
even thirty years ago; who can tell what it will be thirty years 
hence? If its transformations are less swift than those of the 
English Constitution, this is only because England has not 
even yet so completely deinocratized herself as America had 
done half a century ago, and therefore there has been more 
room for change in England. If the existence of the funda
mental Constitution did not prevent violent stretches of execu
tive power during the war, and of legislative power after as 
well as during the war, will not its paper guarantees be trodden 
nnder foot more recklessly the next time a crisis arrives? It 
was intended to protect not only the States against the central 
government, not only each branch of the government against 
the other branches, but the people against themselves, that is 
to say, the people as a whole against the impulses of a tran
sient majority. What becomes of this protection when you 
admit that even the Supreme court is influenced by public 
opinion, which is only another name for the reigning sentiment 
of the moment? If every one of the checks and safeguards 
contained in the document may be overset, if all taken together 
may be overset, where are the boasted guarantees of the fun
damental laws? Evidently it stands only because it is not a1; 
present assailed. It is like the walls of Jericho, tall and 
stately, but ready to fall at the blast of the trumpet. It is 
worse than a delusion: it is a snare; for it lulls the nation into 
a fancied security, seeming to promise a stability for the insti
tutions of government, and a respect for the rights of the indi
vidual, which are in fact baseless. A flexible constitution like 
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that of England is really safer, because it practises no similar 
deceit, but by warning good citizens that the welfare of the 
commonwealth depends always on themselves and themselves 
only, stimulates them to constant efforts for the maintenance 
of their own rights and the deepest interests of society." 

This statement of the case errs as much in one direction by 
undervaluing, as common opinion errs by overvaluing, the sta
bility of rigid constitutions. They do not perform all that the 
solemnity of their wording promises. But they are not there
fore useless. 

To expect any form of words, however weightily conceived, 
with whatever sanctions enacted, permanently to restrain the 
passions and interests of . men is to expect the impossible. 
Beyond a cert!!-in point, you cannot protect the people against 
themselves any more than you can, to use a familiar American 
expression, lift yourself from the ground by your own boot
straps. Laws sanctioned by the overwhelming physical power 
of a despot, laws sanctioned by supernatural terrors whose 
reality no one doubted, have failed to restrain those passions 
in ages of slavery and superstition. The world is not so much 
advanced that in this age laws, even the best and most vener
able laws, will of themselves command obedience. Constitu
tions which in quiet times change gradually, peacefully, almost 
imperceptibly, must in times of revolution be chan'ged more 
boldly, some provisions being sacrificed for the sake of the 
rest; as mariners throw overboard part of the cargo in a storm 
in order to save the other part with the ship herself. To cling 
to the letter of a Constitution when the welfare of the country 
for whose sake the Constitution exists is at stake, would be to 
seek to preserve life at the cost of all that makes life worth 
having-propter vitam vivendi perdere causas. 

Nevertheless the rigid Constitution of the United States has 
rendered, and renders now, inestimable services. It opposes 
obstacles to rash and hasty change. It secures time for deliber
ation. It forces the people to think seriously before they alter 
it or pardon a transgression of it. It makes legislatures and 
statesmen slow to overpass their legal powers, slow even to 
propose measures which the Constitution seems to disapprove. 
It tends to render the inevitable process of modification gradual 
and tentative, the result of admitted and growing necessities 
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rather than of restless impatience. It altogether prevents some 
changes which a temporary majority may clamour for, but 
which will have ceased to be demanded before the barriers 
interposed by the Constitution have been overcome. 

It does still more than this. It forms the mind and temper of 
the people. It trains them to habits of legality. It strengthens 
their conservative instincts, their sense of the value of stability 
and permanence in political arrangements.1 It makes them feel 
that to comprehend their supreme instrument of government 
is a personal duty, incumbent on each one of them. It famil
iarizes them with, it attaches them by ties of pride and rever
ence to, those fnndamental truths on which the Constitution is 
based. 

These are enormons services to render to any free conntry, 
but above all to one which, more than any other, is governed 
not by the men of rank or wealth or special wisdom, but by 
public opinion, that is to say, by the ideas and feelings of the 
people at large. In no country were swift political changes so 
much to be apprehended, because nowhere has material growth 
been 80 rapid and immigration so enormous. III none might 
the political character of the people have seemed more likely 
to be bold and prone to innovation, because their national 
existence began with a. revolution, which even now lies only a 
century behind. That none has ripened into a more prudently 
conservative temper may be largely ascribed to the influence 
of the famous instrument of 1189, which, enacted by and for a 
new republic, summed up so much of what was best in the 
laws and customs of an ancient monarchy. 

1 Au IlIl18tratlOD of what I mean Is afforded by the In1lnence upon Roman 
legal blstory of tbe enactment at a comparatively early period of the Laws of 
the Twelve Tables, which, summing np tbe cnstomary law of the community 
In a concise and Impressive form, fostered a conservative temper In the nation, 
aDd caused legislative changes, when after BOme generations tbese became 
necessarily frequent, to be made in a oantiona and tentative way. 
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THE STATE GOVERNMENTS 



CHAPTER XXXVI 

NATURE 01' THE AMERICAN STATB 

FROM the study of the National Government, we may go on 
to examine that of the sev~al States which made up the 
Union. This is the part of the American political system 
which has received least attention both from foreign and from 
native wri~rs. Finding in the Federal president, cabinet, 
and Congress a government superficially resembling those of 
their own countries, and seeing the Federal authority alone 
active in international relations, Europeans have forgotten and 
practically ignored the State Governments to which their own 
experience supplies few parallels, and on whose workings the 
intelligence published on their side of the ocean seldom throws 
light. Even the European traveller who makes the six days' run 
across the American continent, from New York via Philadelphia 
and Chicago to San Francisco, though he passes in his journey 
of 3000 miles over the territories of eleven self-governing com
monwealths, hardly notices the fact. He uses one coinage 
and one post-office; he is stopped by no custom-houses; he 
sees no officials in a State livery; he thinks no more of the 
difference of jurisdictions than the passenger from London to 
Liverpool does of the counties traversed by the line of the 
North-Western Railway. So, too, our best informed English 
writers on the science of politics, while discussing copiously 
the relation of the American States to the central authority, 
have failed to draw on the fund of instruction which lies in 
the study of the State Governments themselves. Mill in his 
RepnBefltative Government scarcely refers to them. Mr. Free
man in his learned essays, Sir H. Maine in his ingenious book 
on Popular Government, pass by phenomena which would have 
admirably illustrated some of their reasonings. 

American publicists, on the other hand, have been too much 
absorbed in the study of the Federal system to bestow much 
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thought on the State governments. The latter seem to them 
the most simple and obvious things in the world, while the 
former, which has been the battle-ground of their political 
parties for a century, excites the keenest interest, and is indeed 
regarded as a sort of mystery, on which all the resources of 
their metaphysical subtlety and legal knowledge may well be 
expended. Thus while the dogmas of State sovereignty and 

··State rights, made practical by the great struggle over slavery, 
have been discussed with extraordinary zeal and acumen by 
three generations of men, the character, power, and working of 
the States as separate self-gov.erning bodies have received 
little attention or illustration. Yet they are full of interest; 
and he who would understand the changes that have passed 
on the American democracy will find far more instruction in 
a study of the State governments than of the Federal Consti
tution. . The materials for this study are unfortunately, at 
least to a European, either inaccessible or unmanageable. 
They consist of constitutions, statutes, .the records of the 
debates and proceedings of constitutional conventions and 
legislatures, the reports of officials and commissioners, to
gether with that continuous transcript and picture of current 
public opinion which the files of newspapers supply. Of 
these sources only one, the constitutions, is practically avail
able to a 'person writing on this side the Atlantic. To be 
able to use the rest one must go to the State and devote one's 
self there to these original authorities, correcting them, where 
possible, by the recollections of living men. It might have 
been expected that ill most of the States, or at least of the 
older States, persons would have been found to write poI:.ti
cal, and not merely antiquarian or genealogical, State histo
ries, describing the political career of their respective commu
nities, and discussing the questio~s on which political contests 
have turned. But this has been done in comparatively few 
instances, so that the European inquirer finds a scanty meas
ure of the assistance which he would naturally have expected 
from previous labourers in this field.1 I call it a field: it is 

1 Since these lines were written, such a series of State histories has been 
begun under the title of American Commonwealth,. Of the volumes that have 
already appeared some possess high merit j but they do not always bring the 
narrative down to those very recent times which are most instructive to the 
student of existing institutions. 
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rather a primeval forest, where the vegetation is rank, and 
through which scarcely a trail has yet been cut. The new 
historical school which is growing up at the leading American 
universities, and has already done excellent work on the 
earlier history of the Eastern States, will doubtless ulti
mately grapple with this task j 1 in the meantime, the difficul
ties I have stated must be my excuse for treating this branch 
of my subject with a. brevity I,lUt of proportion to its real in
terest and importance. It is better to endeavour to bring into 
relief a few leading features, little understood in Europe, 
than to attempt a detailed account which would run to inor
dinate length. 

The American State is a peculiar organism, unlike anything 
in modem Europe, or in the ancient world. The only parallel 
is to be found in the cantons of Switzerland, the Switzerland 
of our own day, for until 1815, if one ought not rather to say 
until 1848, Switzerland was not so much I!< nation or a state as 
a league of neighbour commonwealths. But Europe so per
sistently ignores the history of Switzerland, that most instruc
tive patent museum of politics, apparently only because she is 
a small country, and because people go there to see lakes and 
to climb mountains, that I should perplex instead of enlighten
ing the reader by attempting to illustrate American from Swiss 
phenomena. 

Let me attempt to sketch the American States as separate 
political entities, forgetting for the moment that they are also 
parts of a Federation. 

There are forty-four States in the American Union, varying 
in size from Texas, with an area of 265,180 square miles, to 
Rhode Island, with an area of 1250 square miles j and in popu
lation from New York, with 5,991,853 inhabitants, to Nevada, 
with 45,161. That is to say, the largest State is much larger 
than either France or the Germanic Empire; the most populous 
much more populous than Sweden, or Portugal, or Denmark, 
while the smallest is smaller than Warwickshire or Corsica, 
and the least populous less populous than the parish of Wands
worth in the suburbs of London (46,111), or the town of 

I Binee the above was written, In 1887, many valuable treatlaee and mono
graphll on these constitutional and historical topics bave appeared, and several 
joumala or aerial publications bave been eatabliahed dealing with them. 
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Warrington in Lancashire (52,742). Considering not only 
these differences of size, but the differences in the density of 
population (which in Nevada is .4 and in Wyoming .6 to the 
square mile, while in Rhode Island it is 276 and in Massa,. 
chusetts 268 to the square mile) j in its character (in South 
Carolina the blacks are 692,503 against 458,454 whites, hi Mis
sissippi 747,720 against 539,703 whites) j in its birthplace (in 
North Carolina the foreign-born persons are less than m of 
the population, in California more than !) j in the occupations 
of the people, in the amount of accumulated wealth, in the 
proportion of educated persons 'to the rest of the community, 
- it is plain that immense differences might be looked for 
between the aspects of politics and conduct of government in 
one State and in another. . 

Be it also remembered that the older colonies had different 
historical origins. Virginia and North Carolina were unlike 
Massachusetts and Connecticut j New York, Pennsylvania, and 
Maryland different from both j while in recent times the stream 
of European immigration has filled some States with Irishmen, 
others with Germans, others with Scandinavians, and has left 
most of the Southern States wholly untouched. 

Nevertheless, the form of government is in its main outlines, 
and to a large extent even in its actual working, the same in all 
these forty-four .republics, and the differences, instructive as 
they are, relate to po~nts of secondary consequence. 

The . States fall naturally into five groups:-
The New England States - Massachusetts, Connecticut, 

Rhode Island, New Hampshire, Vermont, Maine. 
The Middle States-New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 

Delaware,1 Maryland, Ohio, Indiana.· 
The Southern, or old Slave States - Virginia, West Vir

ginia (separated from Virginia during the war), North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Florida, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, 
Missouri, Texas. 

I Delaware and Maryland were Slave States, bnt did not secede, and are in 
some respects to be classed rather with the Middle than with the Southern 
group, as indeed are W. Virginia and Missouri, perhaps even Tennessee and 
Kentucky. 

~ Ohio and Indiana are becoming rather Middle thall Western, but many 
people would still class them among Western States. 
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The North-Western States - Michigan, illinois, Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, N. Da,
kota, S. Dakota, Wyoming, Montana, Idaho. 

The Pacific States-California, Nevada, Oregon, Washing
ton. 

Each of these groups has something distinctive in the char
acter of its inhabitants, which is reflected, though more faintly 
now than formerly, in the character of its government and 
politics. 

New England is the old home of Puritanism, the traces 
whereof, though waning under the influence of Irish and 
French Canadian immigration, are by no means yet extinct. 
The Southern States will long retain the imprint of slavery, not 
merely in the presence of a host of negroes, but in the degra,
dation of the poor white population, and in certain attributes, 
laudable as well as regrettable, of the ruling class. The 
North-West is the land of hopefulness, and consequently of 
bold experiments in legislation: its rural inhabitants have the 
honesty and narrow-mindedness of agriculturists. The Pacific 
West, or rather California and Nevada, for Oregon and Wash
ington belong in character to the Upper Mississippi or North
Western group, tinges the energy and sanguine good nature of 
the Westems with a speculative recklessness natural to mining 
communities, where great fortunes have rapidly grown and van
ished, and into which elements have been suddenly swept to
gether from every part of the world, as a Rocky Mountain 
rainstorm fills the bottom of a valley with sand and pebbles 
from all the surrounding heights. 

As the dissimilarity of population and of external conditions 
seems to make for a diversity of constitutional and political 
arrangements between the States, so also does the large 
measure of legal independence which each of them enjoys 
under the Federal Constitution. No State can, as a common
wealth, politically deal with or act npon any other State. No 
diplomatic relations can exist nor trea.ties be made between 
States, no coercion can be exercised by one upon another. 
And although the government of the Union can act on a State, 
it rarely does act, and then only in certain strictly limited 
directions, which do not touch the inner political life of the 
commonwealth. - -
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Let us pass on to consider the circumstances which work for 
uniformity among the States, and work more powerfully as 
time goes on. 

He who looks at a map of the Union will be struck by the 
fact that so many of the boundary lines of the States are 
straight lines. Those lines tell the same tale as the geometri
cal plans of cities like St. Petersburg or Washington, where 
every street runs at the same angle to every other. The 
Btates are not natural growths. Their boundaries are for the 
most part not natural boundaries fixed by mountain ranges, 
nor even historical boundaries due to a series of events, but 
purely artificial boundaries, determined by an authority which 
carved the national territory into strips of convenient size, as 
a building company lays put its suburban lots. Of the States 
subsequent to the origin3J. thirteen, California is the only one 
with a genuine natural boundary, finding it in the chain of the 
Sierra Nevada on the east and the Pacific ocean on the west. 
Noone of these later States can be regarded as a naturally de
veloped political organism. They are trees planted by the 
forester, not self-sown with the help of the seed-scattering 
wind. This absence of physical lines of demarcation has 
tended and must tend to prevent the growth of local distinc
tions. Nature herself seems to have designed the Mississippi 
basin, as she has designed the unbroken levels of Russia, to be 
the dwelling-place of one people. 

Each State makes its own Constitution; that is, the people 
agree on their form of government for themselves, with no in
terference from the other States or from the Union. This form 
is subject to one condition only: it must be republican.1 But 
in each State the people who make the constitution have lately 
come from other States, where they have lived under and 
worked constitutions which are to their eyes the natural and 
almost necessary model for their new State to follow; and in 
the absence of an inventive spirit among the citizens, it was 
the obvious course for the newer States to copy thE! organi
zations of the older States, especially as these agreed with cer-

1 The case of Kansas immediately before the War of Secession, and the cases 
of the rebel States, which were not readmitted after the war till they had 
accepted the constitutional amendments forbidding slavery and protecting the 
freedmen are quite exceptional. 
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tam familiar features of the Federal Constitution. Hence the 
outlines, and even the phrases of the elder constitutions reap
pear in those of the more recently formed States. The prece
dents set by Virginia, for instance, had much influence on 
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida, when they were 
engaged in making or amending their constitutions during the 
early part of this century. 

Nowhere is population in such constant movement as in 
America. In some of the newer States only one-fourth or one
fifth of the inhabitants are natives of the United States. 
Many of the townsfolk, not a few even of the farmers, have 
been till lately citizens of some other State, and will, perhaps, 
800n move on farther west. These Western States are like a 
chain of lakes through which there flows a stream which min
gles the waters of the higher with those of the lower. In such 
a constant flux of population local peculiarities are not readily 
developed, or if they have grown up when the district was still 
isolated, they disappear as the country becomes filled. Each 
State takes from its neighbours and gives to its neighbours, so 
that the process of assimilation is always going on over the 
whole wide area. 

Still more important is the influence of railway communica
tion, of newspapers, of the telegraph. A Greek city like 
Samos or Mitylene, holding her own island, preserved a dis
tinctive character in spite of commercial intercourse and the 
sway of Athens. A Swiss canton like Uri or Appenzell, en
trenched behind its mountain ramparts, remains, even now 
under the strengthened central government of the Swiss na
tion, unlike its neighboUrs of the lower country. But an 
American State traversed by great trunk lines of railway, and 
depending on the markets of the Atlantic cities and of Europe 
for the sale of its grain, cattle, bacon, and minerals, is aJ;tached 
by a hundred always tightening ties to other States, and 
touched by their weal or woe as nearly as by what befalls 
within its own limits. The leading newspapers are read over 
a vast area. The inhabitants of each State know every morn
ing the events of yesterday over the whole Union. 

Finally the political parties are the same in all the States. 
The tenets (if any) of each party are (with some slight excep
tions) the same everywhere, their methods the same, their 

VOL. I 2B 
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leaders the same, although of course a prominent m.an enjoys 
especial influence in his own State. Hence, State politics are 
largely swayed by forces and motives external to the particu
lar State, and common to the whole country, or two great sec
tions of it; and the growth of local parties, the emergence 
of local issues and development of local political schemes, are 
correspondingly restrained. 

These considerations explain why the States, notwithstand
ing the original diversities between some of them, and the 
wide scope for political divergence which they all enjoy under 
the Federal Constitution, are so much less dissimilar and less 
peculiar than might have been expected. European statesmen 
have of late years been accustomed to think of federalism and 
local autonomy as convenient methods either for recognizing 
and giving free scope to the sentiment of nationality which 
may exist in any part of an empire, or for meeting the need 
for local institutions and distinct legislation which may arise 
from differences between such a part and the rest of the em
pire. It is one or other or both of these reasons that have 
moved statesmen in such cases as those of Finland in her rela
tions to Russia, Hungary in her relations to German Austria, 
Iceland in her relations to Denmark, Bulgaria in her relations 
to the Turkish Sultan, Ireland in her relations to Great Britain. 
But the final causes, so to speak, of the recognition of the 
States of the American Union as autonomous commonwealths, 
have been different. Their self·government is not the conse
quence of differences which can be made harmless to the whole 
body politic only by being allowed free course. It has been 
due primarily to the historical fact that they existed as com
monwealths before the Union came into being; secondarily, to 
the belief that localized government is the best guarantee for 
civic freedom, and to a sense of the difficulty of administering 
a vast territory and population from one centre and by one 
government. 

I return to indicate the points in which the legal indepen
dence and right of self-government of the several States ap
pears. Each of the forty-four has its OWll-

Constitution (whereof more anon). 
Executive, consisting of a governor, and various other of. 

ficials. 
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Legislature of two Houses. 
System of local government in counties, cities, townships, 

and school districts. 
System of State and local taxation. 
Debts, which it may repudiate at its own pleasure. 
Body of private law, including the whole law of real and 

personal property, of contracts, of torts, and of family 
relations. 

System of procedure, civil and criminal. 
Court, from which no appeal lies (except in cases touching 

Federal legislation or the Federal constitution) to any 
Federal court. 

Citizenship, which may admit persons (e.g. recent immi
grants) to be citizens at times, or on conditions, wholly 
different from those prescribed by other States. 

Three points deserve to be noted as illustrating what these 
attributes include. 

I. A man gains active citizenship of the United States (i.e. 
a share in the government of the Union) only by becoming 
a citizen of some particular State. Being such citizen, he is 
forthwith entitled to the national franchise. That is to say, 
voting power in the State carries voting power in Federal 
elections, and however lax a State may be in its grant of such 
power, e.g. to foreigners jUft landed or to persons convicted 
of crime, these State voters will have the right of voting in 
congressional and presidential elections.1 The only restriction 
on the States in this matter is that of the fourteenth and 
fifteenth Constitutional amendments, which have already been 
discussed. They wer;, intended to secure equal treatment to 
the negroes, and incidentally they declare the protection given 

I Con~ has po"er to p&88 a uniform mIe of naturalization (Canst. Art. 
L f 8). 

Under the present naturalization laws a foreigner most bave resided in tbe 
Uulted States for five Jean. and for one year in the State or Territory wbere 
be _ka admiaaion to United States citizen8hip. and mU8t declare two yean 
before be Ia admitted that be renonncee allegiance to any foreign priuce or 
.tate. Natorallzation makes bim a citizen not only of the United States but of 
the Stata or Territory where be Ia admitted. but does not nece88arily coufer the 
electoral francbise. for that dependa on State lawl. 

In more than a third of the States the electoral francbiae is now enjoyed by 
penona not natoralized as U Dited States citizens. 
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to all citizens of the United States.1 Whether they really en
large it,that is to say, whether it did not exist by implication 
before, is a legal question, which I need not discuss. 

IL The power of a State over all communities within its 
limits is absolute. It may grant or refuse local government as 
it pleases. The population of the city of Providence is more 
than one-third of that of the State of Rhode Island, the popu
lation of New York City one-fourth that of the State of New 
York. But the State might in either case extinguish the 
municipality, and govern the city bya single State commis
sioner appointed for the purpose, or leave it without any 
government whatever. The city would have no right of 
complaint to the Federal President or Congress against such a 
measure. Massachusetts lately remodelled the city government 
of Boston just as the British Parliament might remodel that 
of Birmingham. Let an Englishman imagine a county council 
for Warwickshire suppressing the municipality of Birmingham, 
or a Frenchman imagine the department of the Rhone extin
guishing the municipality of Lyons, with no possibility of 

1 "The line of distinction between the privileges and immunities of citizens 
of the United States, and those of citizens of the several" States, must be traced 
along the bonndary of their respective spheres of action, and the two classes 
most be as different in their natnre as are the fnnctions of their respective gov
ernments. A citizen of the United States as snch has a right to participate in 
foreign and inter-mate commerce, to have the benefit of the postal laws, to make 
use in common with others of the navigable waters of-the United States, and to 
pass from State to State, and into foreign conntries, because over all these sub
jects the jurisdiction of the United States extends, and they are covered by its 
laws. The privileges suggest the inlmunities. Wherever it is the dnty of the 
United States to give protection to a citizen against any harm, inconvenience, 
or deprivation, the citizen is entitled to an inlmunity which pertains to Federal 
citizenship. One very plain immnnity is exemption from any tax, burden, or 
imposition nnder State laws as a condition to the enjoyment of any right or 
privilege nnder the laws of the United States .••• Whatever one may claim as 
of right nuder the Constitntion and laws of the United States by virtne of his 
citizenship, is a privilege of a citizen of the United States. Whatever the 
Constitution and laws of the United States eutitle him to exemption frorp, he 
may claim an exemption in respect to. And such a right or privilege is 
abridged whenever .the State law interferes with any legitimate operation of 
Federal authority which concerns his interest, whether it be an authority 
actively exerted, or resting only in the express or implied command or assur
ance of the Federal Constitution or law. But the United States can neither 
grant nor secure to its citizens rights or privileges which are not expressly or 
by reasonable implication placed nnder its jnrisdiction, and all not 80 placed 
are left to the exclusive protection of the States."-Cooley, Principlu, pp. 
245-241. 
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intervention by the central authority, and he will measure the 
difference between the American States and the local govern
ments of Western Europe. 

III. A State commands the allegiance of its citizens, and 
may punish them for treason against it. The power has 
rarely been exercised, but its undoubted legal existence had 
much to do with inducing the citizens of the Southern States 
to follow their governments into secession in 1861. They 
conceived themselves to owe allegiance to the State as well as 
to the Union, and when it became impossible to preserve both, 
because the State had declared its secession from the Union, 
they might hold the earlier and nearer authority to be para
mount. Allegiance to the State must now, since the war, be 
taken to be subordinate to allegiance to the Union. But 
allegiance to the State still exists; treason against the State 
is still possible. One cannot think of treason against Warwick
shire or the department of the Rhone. 

These are illustrations of the doctrine which Europeans 
often fail to grasp, that the American States were originally in 
a certain sense, and still for certain purposes remain, sovereign 
States. Each of the original thirteen became sovereign (so far 
as its domestic affairs were concerned, though not as respects 
international relations) when it revolted from the mother 
country in 1716. By entering the CoBfederation of 1181-88 it 
parted with one or two of the attributes of sovereignty, by 
accepting the Federal Constitution in 1188-91 it subjected 
itself for certain specified purposes to a central government, 
but claimed to retain its sovereignty for all other purposes. 
That is to say, the authority of a State is an inherent, not a 
delegated, authority. It has all the powers which any inde
pendent government can have, except such as it can be affirma
tively shown to have stripped itself of, while the Federal 
Government has only such powers as it can be affirmatively 
shown to have received. To use the legal expression, the 
presumption is always for a State, and the burden of proof 
lies upon anyone who denies its authority in a particular 
matter.1 

I Aa the colonies had lI880Ciated themoelves Into a league, at the very time a$ 
which they revolted from the British Crown, and as their foreigu relatioDs 
were alwall managed by the anthority and organe of thie league, no one of 
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What State sovereignty means and includes was a question 
which incessantly engaged the most active legal and political 
minds of the nation, from 1189 down to 1810. Some thought 
it paramount to the rights of the Union. Some considered it 
as held in suspense by the Constitution, but capable of reviving 
as soon as a State should desire to separate from the Union. 
Some maintained that each State had in accepting the Con
stitution finally renounced its sovereignty, which thereafter 
existed only in the sense of such an UJidefined domestic 'legis
lative and administrative authority as had not been conferred 
upon Congress. The conflict of these views, which became 
acute in 1830 when South Carolina claimed the right' of nulli
fication, produced Secession and the war of 1861-65. Since 
the defeat of the Sece'ssionists, the last of these views may 
be deemed to have been established, and the term "State SOT

ereignty" is now but seldom heard. Even" States' rights" 
have a different meaning from that which they had thirty 
years ago.l 

A European who now looks calmly back on this tremendous 
controversy of tongue, pen, and .word, will be apt to express 
his ideas. of it in the followinlJ way. He will remark that 
much of the obscurity and perplexity arose from confounding 
the sovereignty of the American nation with the sovereignty 
of the Federal Government. The Federal Government clearly 
was sovereign only for certain purposes, i.e. only in so far as 
it had received specified powers from the Constitution. These 
powers did not, and in strict legal construction do not now, 
abrogate the supremacy of the States in their proper sphere. 
A State still possesses one important attribute of sovel'eignty 
- immunity from being sued except by another State. But 

them ever was for international purposes a free and independent sovereign 
State. Abraham Lincoln was in this sense justified in saying that the Union was 
older than the States, and had created them as States. But what are we to say 
of North Carolina and Rhode Island, after the acceptance of the Constitution of 
1787-89 by the other eleven States? They were out of the old Confederation, 
for it had expired. They were not in the new Union, for they refused during 
many months to enter it. What else can they have been during those months 
except sovereign commonwealths? 

1 States rights was a watchword in the Sonth for many years. In 1851 there 
was a student at Harvard College from South Carolina who bore the name of 
States Rights Gist, baptized, so to speak, into Calhoun ism. He rose to be a 
brigadier-general in the Confederate army, and fell in the Civil War. 
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the American nation which had made the Constitution, had 
done 80 in respect of its own sovereignty, and might well be 
deemed to rt;tain that sovereignty as paramount to any rights 
of the States. The feeling of this ultimate supremacy of the 
nation was what swayed the minds of those who resisted 
Secession, jnst as the equally well-grounded persuasion of the 
limited character of the central Federal Government satisfied 
the conscience of the seceding South.. 

The Constitution of 1189 was a compromise, and a compro
mise arrived at by allowing contradictory propositions to be 
represented as both tme. It has been compared to the declara
tions made with so much energy and precision of language in 
the ancient hymn Quicunque Vult, where, however, the appar
ent contradiction has always been held to seem a contradiction 
only because the human intellect is unequal to the comprehen
sion of such profound mysteries. To every one who urged 
that there were thirteen States, and therefore thirteen govem
ments, it was answered, and tmly, that there was one gov
ernment, because the people were one. To everyone who 
declared that there was one.govemment, it was answered with 
no less troth that there wer{! thirteen. Thus counsel was 
darkened by words without knowledge; the question went off 
into metaphysics, and found no end, in wandering mazes lost. 

There was, in fact, a divergence between the technical and 
the practical aspects of the qnestion. Technically, the seced
ing States had an arguable case; and if the point had been one 
to be decided on the construction of the Constitution as a 
court decides on the constmction of a commercial contract, 
they were possibly entitled to judgment. Practically, the d&
fenders of the Union stood on firmer ground, because circum
stances had changed since 1789 so as to make the nation more 
completely one nation than it then was, and had so involved 
the fortunes of the majority which held to the Union with 
those of the minority seeking to depart that the majority 
might feel justified in forbidding their departure. Stripped 
of legal technicalities, the dispute resolved itself into the 
problem often proposed but capable of DO general solution: 
When is a majority entitled to use force for the sake of retain
ing a minority in the same political body with itself? To 
this question, when it appears in a concrete shape, as to the 
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similar question when an insurrection is justifiable, an answer 
can seldom be given beforehand. The result" decides. When 
treason prospers, none dare call it treason. • 

The Constitution, which had rendered many services to the 
American people, did them an inevitable dis-service when it 
fixed their minds on the legal aspects of the question. Law 
was meant to be the servant of politics, and must not be suf
fered to become the master. A case had arisen which its for
mulre were unfit to deal with, a case which had to be settled on 
large moral and historical grounds. It was not merely the 
superior physical force of the North that prevailed j it was the 
moral forces which rule the world, forces which had long 
worked against slavery, and were ordained to save North 
America from the curse of hostile nations established side by 
side. 

The word" sovereignty," which has in many ways clouded 
the domain of public law and jurisprudence, confused men's 
minds by making them assume that there must in every coun
try exist, and be discoverable by legal inquiry, either one body 
invested legally with supreme power over all minor bodies, or 
several bodies which, though tHey had consented to form part 
of a larger body, were each in the last resort independent of it, 
and responsible to none but themselves.1 They forgot that a 
Constitution may not have determined where legal supremacy 
shall dwell. Where the Constitution of the United States 
placed it was at any rate doubtful, so doubtful that it would 
have been better to drop technicalities, and recognize the broad 
fact that the legal claims of the States had become incompati
blewith the historical as well as legal claims of the nation. 
In the uncertainty as to where legal right resided, -it would 
have been prudent to consider where physical force resided. 
The South however thought herself able to resist any physical 

1 A further confusion arises from the fact that men are apt in talking of 
sovereignty to mix np (as the Benthamite school have nnfortunately done) 
legal supremacy with practical predominance. They ought to go together, and 
law seeks to make them go together. But it may happen that the person or 
body in whom law vests supreme authority is nnable to enforce that authority: 
so the legal sovereign and the actual BOvereign - that is to say, the force which 
will prevail in physical conflict - are different. There is always a strongest 
force; but the force recognized by law may not be really the strongest; and of 
several forces it may be impossible to tell, till they have come into actual phys
ical conflict, which is the strongest. 
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force which the rest of the nation might bring against her. 
Thus encouraged, she took her stand on the doctrine of States' 
Rights: anel then followed a pouring out of blood and treasure 
such as was never spent on determining a point of law before, 
not even when Edward III. and his successors waged war for 
a hundred years to establish the claim of females to inherit 
the crown of France. 

What, then, do the rights of a State now include? Every 
right or power of a Government except:-

The right of secession (not abrogated in terms, but admitted 
since the war to be no longer claimable. It is expressly 
negatived in the recent Constitutions of several South
ern States). 

Powers which the Constitution withholds from the States 
(including that of intercourse with foreign govern
ments). 

Powers which the Constitution expressly confers on the 
Federal Government. 

AI respects some powers of the last class, however, the 
States may act concurrently with, or in default of action by, 
the Federal Government. It is only from contravention of its 
actiou that they must abstain. And where contravention is 
alleged to exist, whether legislative or executive, it is by a 
court of law, and, in case the decision is in the first instance 
favourable to the pretensions of the State, ultimately by a 
Federal court, that the question falls to be decided. l 

A reference to the preceding list of what each State may 
create in the way of distinct institutions will show that these 
rights practically cover nearly aU the ordinary relations of 
citizens to one another and to their Government, nearly all the 
questions which have been most agitated in England and 
France of recent years. An American may, through a long 
life, never be reminded of the Federal Government, except 
when he votes at presidential and congressional elections, 
buys a package of tobacco bearing the government stamp, 
lodges a complaint against the post-office, and opens his trunks 
for a custom-house officer on the pier at New York when he 
returns from a tour in Europe. His direct taxes are paid to 
officials acting under State laWs. The State, or a local author· 

1 See Chapter un. ante. 
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ity constituted by State statutes, registers his birth, appoints 
his guardian, pays for his schooling, gives him a share in the 
estate of his father deceased, licenses him when he enters a 
trade (if it be one needing a licence), marries him, divorces 
him, entertains civil actions against him, declares him a bank
rupt, hangs him for murder. The police that guard his house, 
the local boards which look after the poor, control highways, 
impose water rates, manage schools - all these derive their 
legal powers from his State alone. Looking at this immense 
compass of State functions, Jefferson would seem to have been 
not far wrong when he said that the Federal government was 
nothing more than the American department of foreign affairs. 
But although the National government touches the direct 
interests of the !litizen less than does the State government, it 
touches his sentiment more. Hence the strength of his attach
ment to the former and his interest in it must not be measured 
by the frequency of his dealings with it. In the parlition
ment of governmental functions between nation and State, the 
State gets the most but the nation the highest, so the balance 
between the two is preserved. 

Thus every American citizen lives in a duality of which 
Eur9peans, always excepting the Swiss, and to some extent the 
Germaus, have no experience. He lives under two govern
ments and two sets of laws; he is animated by two patriotisms 
and owes two allegiances. That these should both be strong and 
rarely be in conflict is most fortunate. It is the result of skil
ful adjustment and long habit, of the fact that those whose 
votes control the two sets of governments are the same per
sons, but above all of that harmony of .each set of institutions 
with the other set, a harmony due to the identity of the prin
ciples whereon both are founded, which makes each appear 
necessary to the stability of the other, the States to the nation 
as its basis, the National Government to the States as their 
protector. 



CHAPTER XXXVII 

STA.TE CONSTITUTIONS 

TIIB government of each of the forty-four States is deter
mined by and set fOl-th in its Constitution, a comprehensive 
fundamental law, or rather group of laws included in Qne in
strument, which has been directly enacted by the people of the 
State, and is capable of being repealed or altered, not by their 
representatives, but by themselves alone. As the Constitution 
of the United States stands above Congress and out of its 
teach, so the Constitution of each State stands above the legis
lature of that State, cannot be varied in any particular by the 
State legislature, and involves the invalidity of any statute 
passed by that legislature which is found to be inconsistent 
with it. 

The State Constitutions are the oldest things in the politi
cal history of America, for they are the continuations and rep
resentatives of the royal colonial charters, whereby the earliest 
English settlements in America were created, and under which 
their several local governments were established, subject to 
the authority of the English Crown and ultimately of the 
British Parliament. But, like most of the institutions under 
which English-speaking peoples now live, they have a pedigree 
which goes back to a time anterior to the discovery of America 
itself. It begins with the English Trade Guild of the middle 
ages, itself the child of still more ancient corporations, dating 
back to the days of imperial Rome, and formed under her im
perishable law. Charters were granted to merchant guilds in 
England as far back as the days of King Remy I. Edward 
IV. gave an elaborate one to the Merchant Ad venturers trading 
with Flanders in 1463. In it we may already discern the ar
rangements which are more fully set forth in two later charter~ 
of greater historical interest, the charter of Queen Elizabeth 

t2'7 
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to the East India Company in 1599, and the charter of Charles 
I. to the "Governor and Company of the Massachusetts Bay 
in N ewe-England" in 1628. Both these instruments establish 
and incorporate trading companies, with power to implead and 
be impleaded, to use a-common seal, to possess and acquire 
l.ands tenements and hereditaments, with provisions for the 
making of ordinances for the welfare of the company. The 
Massachusetts Charter creates a frame of government consist
ing of a governor, deputy-governor, and eighteen assistants 
(the term sti,ll in use in many of the London city guilds), and 
directs them to hold four times a year a general meeting of the 
company, to be called the "greate and generall Court," in 
which general court" the Governor or deputie Governor, and 
such 6f the assistants and Freemen of the Company as shall 
be present, shall have full power and authority to choose other 
persons to be free of the Company, and to elect and constitute 
such officers as they shall thinke fitt for managing the affaires 
of the saide Governor and Company, and to make Lawes and 
Ordinances for the Good and Welfare of the saide Company, 
and for the Government and Ordering of the saide Landes and 
Plantasion, and the People inhabiting and to inhabite the same, 
soe as such Lawes and Ordinances be not contrary or repug
nant to the Lawes and Statuts of this our realme of England." 
In 1691, the charter of 1628 having been declared forfeited in 
1684, a new one was granted by King William and Queen 
Mary, and this instrument, while it retains much of the lan
guage and some of the character of the trade guild charter, is 
really a political frame of government for a colony. The as
sistants receive the additional title of councillors j their number 
is raised to twenty-eight j they are to be chosen by the general 
court, and the general court itself is to consist, together with 
the governor and assistants, of freeholders elected by towns 
or places within the colony, the electors being persons with a 
forty shilling freehold or other property worth £40. The 
governor is directed to appoint judges, commissioners of oyer 
and terminer, etc. j the general court receives power to estab
lish judicatories and courts of record, to pass laws (being not 
repugnant to the laws of England), and to provide for all neces
sary civil offices. An appeal from the courts shall always be 
to the King in his privy council .. This is a true political 
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Constitution.1 l:nder it the colony was governed, and in the 
main well and wisely governed, till 1180. lIuch of it, not 
merely its terms, such as the name General Court, but its solid 
framework, was transferred bodily to the Massachusetts Con
stitution of 1780, which is now in force, and which profoundly 
influenced the Convention that prepared the Federal Constitu
tion in 1.81. Yet the charter of 1691 is nothing but an exten
sion and development of the trading charter of 1628, in which 
there already appears, as there had appeared in Edward IV.'s 
charter of 1463, and in the East India Company's charter of 
1599, the provision that the power of law-giving, otherwise un
limited, should be restricted by the terms of the charter itself, 
which required that every law for the colony should be agreea
ble to the laws of EnglaJld. We have therefore in the three 
charters which I have named, those of 1463, 1599, and 1628, as 
well as in that of 1691, the essential and c~pital characteristic 
of a Rigid or supreme Constitution-viz. a frame of govern
ment established by a superior authority, creating a subordi
nate law-making body, which can do everything except violate 
the terms and transcend the powers of the instrunlent to which 
it owes its own existence. So long as the colony remained 
under the British Crown, the superior authority, which could 
amend or remake the frame of government, was the British 
Crown or Parliament. When the counection with Britain was 
severed, that authority passed over, not to the State legis
latnre, which remained limited, as it always had been, but to 
the people of the DOW independent commonwealth, whose will 
speaks through what is noll' the State Constituti9n, just as the 
will of the Crown or of Parliament had spoken through the 
charters of 1628 and 1691. 

1 The oIdeal tnlIy poliUftIl CauUtutioll ill Ameriea is tile instrument ealled 
lbe ~1aI Orden of CoaDeetieat. fnmed by the inhabi ...... of W"mdsor. 
Hartl ........... Wedlenli~1d in 16311, memorable year. when the eoclesiastieal 
r..9'OIl of 8co&1aDd _yed t.be liberUM of EDgland. ConnectieDl WlI8 af&enrards 
"'«Ularizal ..,. Charlee IL·. charier of 100'J to .. t.be GoYemGr IIIId Company of 
t.be ~iaII eoIony of CA.DeetifllL" The agreemenl mwu np in t.be cabin of 
the Mayllow_ may perl>apa claim to ba .. e in il the germs of • goYenlDlenL 

I am ...... ll'IIciog OIlly t.be fonnal ..... legal pwtb of Stale Coosti&otio1l8. 
Their demoeratie lIpiril and _1eD1a are largely doe to t.be ideas with which 
u.e ~ of &be Befonaen, ..... eapeeialJy of Calm. bad filled the minds 
of t.be Puri .... emigran"; ..... &be eoclesiaMieal ...... gemen .. they bad eel up 
poweIfol4 ball--a &lime of the _l poIilkal commDDiliea. 
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I have taken the case of Massachusetts as the best example 
of the way in which the trading Company grows into a colony, 
and the colony into a State. But Some of the other colonies 
furnish illustrations scarcely less apposite. The oldest of 
them all, the acorn whence the oak of English dominion in 
America has sprung, .the colony of Virginia, was, by the second 
charter, of 1609, established under the title of "The Treasurer 
and Company of Adventurers and Planters of the City of Lon
don for the first colony in Virginia." 1 

Within the period of ten years, under the last of the Tudors 
and the first of the Stuarts, two trading charters were issued to 
two Companies of English adventurers. One of these charters 
is the root of English title to the East and the other to the West. 
One of these Companies has grown into the Empire of India i 
the other into the United States of North America. If England 
had done nothing else in hfstory, she might trust for-her fame 
to the work which these charters began. And the foundations 
of both dominions were laid in the age which was adorned by 
the greatest of all her creative minds, and gave birth to the lUeu 
who set on a solid basis a frame of representative government 
which all the free nations of the modern world have copied. 

When, in 1776, the thirteen colonies threw off their allegiance 
to King George III., and declared themselves independent 
States, the colonial charter naturally became the State Consti
tution.s In most cases it was remodelled, with large altera
tions, by the revolting colony. But in three States it was 
maintained unchanged, except, of course, so far as Crown 

1 The phrase First colony distinguishes what afterwards became the State of 
Virginia from the more northerly parts of Virginia, afterwards called New 
England. The Second colony was to be Plymouth, one of the two settlements 
which became Massachusetts. 

J Even in declaling herself independent, New Jersey clung to the hope that 
the mother country would return to wiser counsels, and avert the departure of 
her children. She added at the end of her Constitution of 2d July 1776 the 
following proviso: .. Provided always, and it is the true intent and meaning 
of this Congress, that if a reconciliation between Great Britain and these 
colonies should take place, and the latter be taken again under the protection 
and government of the Crown of Britain, this charter shall be null and void, 
otherwise remain firm and inviolable." The truth is that the colonists, till 
alienated by the behaviour of England, had more kindly feelings towards 
her than she had towards them. To them she was the old home, to her they 
were simply customers. SOlDe interesting illustrations of the views then 
entertained as to the use of colonies may be found in the famous discussion in 
the fourth book of Adam Smith's Wealth of NatiOns, which appeared in 1776. 
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authority was concerned, viz. in Massachusetts till 1780, in 
Connecticut till 1818, and in Rhode Island till 1842.1 The 
other thirty-one States admitted to the Union in addition to 
the original thirteen, have all entered it as organized se1£
governing communities, with their Constitutions already made 
by their respective peoples. Each Act of Congress which 
admits a new State admits it as a subsisting commonwealth, 
sometimes empowering its people to meet and enact a consti
tution for themselves (subject to conditions mentioned in the 
act) sometimes accepting and confirming a constitution so 
already made by the people.' Congress may impose conditions 
which the State Constitution must fulfil j and in admitting the 
six newest States has affected to retain the power of maintain
ing these conditions in force. But the authority of the State 
Constitutions does not flow from Congress, but from accept
ance by the citizens of the States for which they are made. Of 
these instruments, therefore, no less than of the Constitutions 
of the thirteen original States, we may say that although sub
sequent in date to the Federal Constitution, they are, so far 
as each State is concerned, de j1tre prior to it. Their authority 
over their own citizens is nowise derived from it.3 Nor is this 

1 Rhode I81and simply passed a statute by her legislature in May 1776, sub
stituting allegiance to the colony for allegiance to tbe King. Connecticut 
p&8II8d the following statute: - •• Be it enacted by the Governor and Council 
and House of Representatives, in general court assembled, tbat tbe ancient 
form of civil government contained in the cbarter from Cbarles n., King of 
England, and adopted by the people of this State, sball be and remain tbe 
civil Constitutiou of this State, onder tbe sole autbority of tbe people tbereof, 
independent of any kiug or priuce wbatever; and that this republic is, and 
Iball for ever be and remain, a free, sovereign, and independent State, by tbe 
name of the State of Conn8Cticut." (Three paragraphs follow containing a 
Ihort "Bill of Righta," and securing to the inhabitanta of any otber of tbe 
United Stawe the eame law and justice as natives of the State enjoyed.) Tbis 
Ie all that Connecticut thougbt neoeseary. Sbe had possessed, as did Rhode 
laJand also, tbe rigbt of appointing her own governor, and tberefore did not 
need to lubBtitute any new authority for a royal governor . 

• In tbe Act of 1889 for the admission of North Dakota, South Dakota, Mon
tana, and Wasblngton, the former course, in the admission of Idaho and 
Wyoming in J890, the latter course was followed • 

• In practice Congresa can Intiuence the character of a Rtate Constitution, 
because a State wbose Constitution contains provisions wbicb Congress di.ap
proves may be refused admission. But since tbe extinction of aJavery and 
completion of tbe proceu of reconstruction, occasions for tbe serious exercise 
of IUch A power rarely ariBe. It wao uaed to compel the seceding States to 
modify their Constitutions 10 as to get rid of all taint of slavery before their 
lenatom and representatives were readmitted to Congr888 after the war. Of 
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a mere piece. of technical law. The antiquity of the older 
States as separate commonwealths, running back into the heroic 
ages of the first colonization of America and the days of the 
Revolutionary War, is a potent source of the local patriotism 
of their inhabitants, and gives these States a sense of historic 
growth and indwelling corporate life which they could not 
have possessed had they been the mere creatures of the Fed
eral Government. 

The State Constitutions of America well deserve to be com
pared with those of the self-governing British colonies. But 
one remarkable difference must be noted here. The constitu
tions of British colonies have aU proceeded from the Imperial 
Parliament of the United Kingdom, which retains its full legal 
power of legislating for every part of the British dominions. 
In many cases a colonial constitution provides that it may be 
itself altered by the colonial legislature, of course with the 
assent of the Crown; but inasmuch as in its origin it is a stat
utory constitution, not self-grown, but planted as a shoot by 
the Imperial Parliament.at home, Parliament may always alter 
or abolish it. Congress, on the other hand, has no power to 
alter a State Constitution. And whatever power of alteration 
has been granted to a British colony is exercisable by the colo
niallegislature, not, as in America, by the citizens at large. 

The original Constitutions of the States, whether of the old 
thirteen or of the newer thirty-one, have been in nearly every 
case (except those of the eight newest States) subsequently 
recast, in some instances five, six, or even seven times, as well 
as amended in particular points. Thus Constitutions of all 
dates are now in force in different States, from that of Massa
chusetts, enacted in 1780, but largely amended since, to that 
of Kentucky, enacted in 1891. 

The Constitutions of the revolutionary period were in a few 
instances enacted by the State legislature, acting as a body 
course Congress is not bound to admit a community desiring to be recognized 
as a State. \ Utah was kept knocking at the door of the Union for. many years, 
because the\majority of her inhabitants lay under grave suspicion, and the 
nation wisheil to retain for the pnrpose of preventing polygamy tbat full con
trol which ca\l be exercised over a Territory but not over a State. Sometimes 
a dominant pl\rty postpones the admission of a Stats likely to strengtheu by 
its vote the opposite party; and sometimes, as happened in the recent cases of 
Wyoming,l\Iomana, and Idaho, communities whose fitness for Statehood might 
well be doubted have been admitted for partisan reasons. An act has now 
(IS!!!) been passed for the admisaioD of Utah in IS96. 
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with plenary powers, but more usually by the people acting 
through a Convention, i.e. a body especially chosen by the 
voters at large for the purpose, and invested with full powers, 
not only of drafting, but of adopting the instrument of gov
ernment.! Since 1835, when Michigan framed her Constitu
tion, the invariable practice in the Northern States has been 
for the Convention, elected by the voters, to submit, in accord
ance with the precedents set by Massachusetts in 1780, and by 
?Iaine in 1820, the draft Constitution framed by it to the citi
zens of the State at large, who voted upon it Yes or No. They 
usually vote on it as a whole, and adopt or reject it en bloc, 
but sometimes provision is made for voting separately on some 
particular point or points. In the Southern States the practice 
has varied, but the growing tendency has been to submit the 
draft to the people. In 1890, however, Mississippi enacted a 
new Constitution by a Convention alone; and in Kentucky (in 
1891), after the draft Constitution which the Convention had 
prepared had been submitted to and accepted by a popular vote 
(as provided by the statute which summoned the convention), 
the Convention met again and made some alterations on which, 
strange to say, the people have not been since consulted.· 

The people of a State retain for ever in their hands, alto
gether independent of the National government, the power of 
altering their Constitution. When a new Constitution is to be 
prepared, or the existing one amended, the initiative usually 
cornea from the legislature, which (either by a simple majority, 
or by a two-thirds majority, or by a majority in two successive 

lID Rbode Island and Conneeticnt the legislature continned the colonial 
Constitntion. In Sonth Carolina a body calling itself the .. Provincial Con
greM" elalmed to be the" General Assembly," or legislature of the colony, 
and as BDcb enacted the Constitntion. In the other revolting colonies, except 
)(assacbnsetta, Conventions or Congreesee enacted the Constitution, not sub
mlttiol!: It to the votera for ratification. In Massachusetts the Convention 
lobmitted Its draft to the votera in 1780, and the votera adopted it, a previous 
draft teodered by the legislature in 1778 having been rejected. 

I Prooeediol!8 were taken before the Coort of Appeals of Kentocky to deter
mine the validity of theee alteratiool, and the court hy a majority npheld 
them, on the grouod, it would aeem, that the legislature and execotive had 
treated them as operative. Sed ,,,ere. It hal a\eo been soggested that the 
""ort, heinl!: itself the creature of the new Coostitntion, was not entitled to 
question title of Its creator. The matter II further complicated by the fact 
thllt IOmetblog similar had happened in 1850, when the last previous Coostitu
tion was adopted, and that that Constitution did not, like the statute which 
created the Convention of l89O, preecribe a popular vote. 

VOL. I J. 



434 THE STATE GOVERNMENTS PART n 

legislatures, as the Constitution may in each instance provide) 
submits. the matter to the voters in one of two ways. It may 
either propose to the people certain specific amendments,! or it 
may ask the people to decide by a direct popular vote on the 
propriety of calling a constitutional Convention to revise the 
whole existing Constitution. In the former case the amend
ments suggested by the legislature are directly voted on by the 
citizens j in the latter the legislature, so soon as the citizens 
have voted for the holding of a convention, provides for the 
election by the people of this convention. When elected, the 
Convention meets, sets to work, goes through the old Consti
tution, and prepares a new one, which is then usually presented 
to the people for ratification or rejection at the polls. Only 
in the little State of Delaware is the function of amending 
the Constitution still left to the legislature without the subse
quent ratification of a popular vote, subject, however, to the 
provision that changes must be passed by two successive legis
latures, and must have been put before the people at the elec
tion of members for the second. Some States provide for the 
submission to the people at fixed intervals, of seven, ten, six
teen, or twenty years, of the propriety of calling a convention 
to revise the Constitution, so as to secure that the attention 
of the people shall be drawn to the question whether their 
scheme of government ought or ought not to be changed. Be 
it observed, however, that whereas the Federal Constitution 
can be amended only by a vote of three· fourths of the States, 
a Constitution can in nearly every State be changed by a bare 
majority of the citizens voting at the polls.'. Hence we may 
expect, and shall find, that these instruments are altered more 

1 In New Hampshire the legislature has no power to propose amendments: • 
so the local authorities take the sense of the people every seven years as to 
the need for a revising Convention. In some States the legislature can do so 
only after stated intervals, e.g. of five years. 

I Sometimes, however,. an absolute majority of all the qualified voters is 
required. In Rhode Island (where the voting is in town and ward meetings) a 
three-fifths majority is needed, and in South Carolina the ratification of the 
next elected legislature by a two-thirds majority in each House is necessary. 
In Delaware the proposal to call a convention must be approved by a majority 
of all the voters, in Kentucky by at least one-fourth of the total number who 
voted at the last preceding general election. Delaware having during several 
years failed in the attempt to amend her Constitution (of 1831) by the legis
lature, fell back, in 1887, on the proposal to hold a constitutional convention, but 
has not yet been able to secure a sufficiently large vote. 
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frequently and materially than the Federal Constitution has 
been. 

The tendency of late years has been to make the process of 
alteration quicker; for recent Constitutions generally provide 
that one legislature, not two successive legislatures, may pro
pose an amendment, which shall at once take effect if accepted.1 

A State Constitution is not only independent of the central 
natioual government (save in certain points already specified), 
it is also the fundamental organic law of the State itself. The 
State exists as a commonwealth by virtue of its Constitution, 
and all State authorities, legislative, executive, and judicial, 
are the creatures of, and subject to, the State Constitu
tion! Just as the President and Congress are placed beneath 
the Federal Constitution, so the Governor and Houses of a 
State are subject to its Constitution, and any act of theirs 
done either in contravention of its provisions, or in excess of 
the powers it confers on them, is absolutely void. All that 
has been said in preceding chapters regarding the functions of 
the courts of law where an Act of Congress is alleged to be 
inconsistent with the Federal Constitution, applies equally 
where a statute passed by a State legislature is alleged to 
transgress'the Constitution of the State, and of course such 
validity may be contested in any court, whether a State court 
or a Federal court, because the question is an ordinary question 

1 The folloWing provisions are found in the eight most recent Constitutions. 
In South Dakota, Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Washington, tWG-thirds of 
aU the members elected mnst in each House of the Legislature agree to propose 
an amendment. In Missi88ippi tWG-thirds of the members are required. 10 
Kentucky three-fifths qt all the members elected are required. 10 North Dakota 
a bare"lnajority of each Honse of one Legislatnre, and a majority of all the 
memben in each House of the next Legislature are required, the ameudment 
being in eyery C888 ultimately submitted to the people. 

S Some details ae to the provisious of State Constitutions may he found in 
Stimson' • .American Stutute LallJ, and in the article" States" in the .American 
Cr/cloplPdia of Political &ience. Of course the great authority is the collec
tion of the State Constitutions, embracing (toll'etber with the colonial char
ters) aU that have heen duly enacted sinee 1776, in the two thick quarto 
volumes entitled Federal and State Con.titutiOnA, pnblished nnder the au
tbority of Congreas by Ben. Perley Poore, Washington, 11178. It is much to be 
wished that a biennial or even quinquennial supplement to this collection 
Ihould be officially published, containing all the new constitutions and consti
tutional amendments. At present it is very difficult, especially for a resident 
In Europe, to aecertain exactly how the constitution of each State stands; and 
I ask indulgence for any errol'll into which I mar, owing to tbis difficulty, have 
fallen. 
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of law, and is to be solved by determining whether or no a 
law of inferior authority is inconsistent with a law of supe
rior autbority. Whenever in any legal proceeding before any 
tribunal, either party relies on a State statute, and the other 
party alleges that this statute is ultl'a vires of the State legis
lature, and therefore void, the tribunal must determine the 
question just as it would determine whether a bye-law made by 
a municipal council or a railway company was in excess of the 
law-making power which the municipality or the company had 
received from the higher authority which incorporated it and 
gave it such legislative power as it possesses. But although 
Federal courts are fully competent to entertain a question aris
ing on the construction of a State Constitution, their practice 
is to follow the precedent set by any decision of a court of the 
State in question, just as they would follow the decision of a 
French court in determining a point of French law. Each State 

. must be assumed to know its own law better than a stranger 
can j and the supreme court of a State is held to be the 
authorized exponent of the mind of the people who enacted 
its Constitution. 

A State Constitution is really nothing but a law made di
rectly by the people voting at the polls upon a draft sub
mitted to them. The people when they so vote act as a 
primary and constituent assembling, just as if they were all 
summoned 'to meet in one place like the folkmoots of our 
Teutonic forefathers. It is only their numbers that prevent 
them from so meeting in one place, and oblige the vote to be 
taken at a variety of polling places. Henc~ the enactment of 
a Constitution is an exercise of direct popular sovereignty to 
which we find few parallels in modern Europe, though it was 
familiar enough to the republics of antiquity, and has lasted 
till now in some of the cantons of Switzerland. l 

The importance of this character of a State Constitution 
as a popularly-enacted law, overriding every minor State law, 
becomes all the greater when the contents of these Constitu
tions are examined. Europeans conceive of a constitution as 

1 Nowadays, however, the Landesgemeinden (which survive only in Uri, 
Unterwalden, Glarus, and AppenzeU, having been recently discontinued in 
Schwyz and Zug) do not act as constituent or constitution-enacting bodies, 
though they still directly legislate. 
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an instrument, usually a short instrument, which creates a 
frame of government, defines its departments and powers, and 
declares the "primordial rights" of the subject or citizen as 
against the rulers. An American State Constitution does this, 
but does more; and in most cases, infinitely more. It deals 
with a variety of topics which in Europe would be left to the 
ordinary action of the legislature, or of administrative author
ities; and it pursues these topics into a minute detail hardly to 
be looked for in a fundamental instrument. Some of these 
details will be mentioned presently. Meantime I will sketch 
in outline the frame and contents of the more recent constitu
tions, reserving for next chapter remarks on the differences of 
type between those of the older and those of the newer States. 

A normal Constitution consists of five parts:-
I. The definition of the boundaries of the State. (This 

does not occur ~ the case of the older States.) 
II. The so-called Bill of Rights-an enumeration (whereof 

more anon) of the citizens' primordial rights to liberty of 
person and security of property. This usually stands at the 
beginning of the Constitution, but occasionally at .the end. 

III. The frame of government - i.e. the names, functions, 
and powers of the legislative bodies (including provisions 
anent the elective suffrage), the executive officers, and the 
courts of justice. 

IV. Miscellaneous provisions relating to administration and 
law, including articles treating of education, of the militia, of 
taxation and revenue, of the public debts, of local governmen~, 
of State prisons and hospitals, of agriculture, of labour, of 
impeachment, and of the method of amending the Constitu
tion, besides other matters still less political in their character. 
The order in which these occur differs in different instruments, 
and there are some in which some of the above topics are not 
mentioned at all The more recent Constitutions and those of 
the newer States are much fuller on these points. 

V. The Schedule, which contains provisions relating to the 
method of submitting the Constitution to the vote of the 
people, and arrangements for the transition from the previous 
Constitution to the new one which is to be enacted by that 
vote. Being of a temporary nature, the schedule is not 
strictly a part of the Constitution. 
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The Bill of Rights is historically the most interesting part 
of these Constitutions, for it is the legitimate child and 
representati ve of Magna Charta, and of those other declara..
tions and enactments, down to the Bill of Rights of the Act 
of 1 William and Mary, session 2, by which the liberties of 
Englishmen have been secured. Most of the thirteen colonies 
when they asserted their independence and framed their Con
stitutions inserted a declaration of the fundamental rights of the 
people, and the example then set has been followed by the 
newer States, and, indeed, by the States generally in their most 
recent Constitutions. Considering that all danger from the 
exercise of despotic power upon the people of the States by the 
executive has long since vanished, their executive authorities 
being the creatures of popular vote and nowadays rather too 
weak than too strong, it may excite surprise that these assertions 
of the rights and immunities of the indi vidual ~itizen as against 
the government should continue to be repeated in the instru
ments of to-day. A reason may be found in the remarkable con
stitutional conservatism of the Americans, and in their fondness 
for the enunciation of the general maxims of political freedom. 
But it is also argued that these declarations of principle have 
a practical value, as asserting the rights of individuals and of 
minorities against arbitrary conduct by a majority in the 
legislature, which might, in the absence of such provisions, be 
tempted at moments of excitement to suspend the ordinary 
law and arm the magistrates with excessive powers. They are 
therefore, it is held, still safeguards against tyranny; and they 
serve the purpose of solemnly reminding a State legislature 
and its officers of those fundamental principles which they 
ought never to overstep.l Although such provisions certainly 
do restrain a legislature in ways which the British Parliament 
would find inconvenient, few complaints of practical evils 
thence arising are heard. 

A general notion of these Bills of Rights may be gathered 
from that enacted for itself in 1879 by the State of California, 
printed in the Appendix to this volume. I may mention, in ad
dition, a few curious provisions which occur in some of them. 

All provide for full freedom of religious opinion and wor-

1 Tbe influence of the Declaration of Independence of 1776 is of course per
ceptible in them all. 
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ship, and for the equality before the law of all religious 
denominations and their members j and many forbid the estab
lishment of any particular church 01' sect, and declare that no 
public money ought to be applied in aid of any religious body 
or sectarian institution.1 But Delaware holds it to be "the 
duty of all men frequently to assemble for public worship" j 
lUld Vermont adds that" every sect or denomination of Chris
tians ought to obsel'Ve the Sabbath or Lorn's Day." And 
thirteen States declare that the provisions for freedom of con
science are not to be taken to excuse acts of licentiousness, 01' 

justify pTaCtices inconsistent with the peace and safety of the 
State,' Mississippi adding (1890) that they shall not be con
strued to exclude the Bible from use in schools, and Idaho 
denouncing bigamy and polygamy as crimes to be made pun
ishable. 

Louisiana (Constitution of 1819) declares that" all govern
ment of right originates with the- peopie, is founded ·on their 
will alone, and is instituted solely for the good of the whole, 
deriving its just powers from the consent of the governed. Its 
only legitimate end is to protect the citizen in the enjoyment 
of life, liberty, and property. When it assumes other func
tions, it is usurpation and oppression." 

Thirty-()ne States declare that "all men have a natural, in
herent, and inalienable right to enjoy and defend life and lib
erty "; and all of these, except the melancholy Missouri, add 
the "natural right to pursue happiness." 

Twenty-two declare that all men have "a natural right to 
acquire, possess, and protect property." 

llississippi and Louisiana (Constitutions of 1868) provided 
that "the right of all citizens to travel upon. public convey
ances shall not be infringed upon nor in any manner abridged." 
Both States have now dropped this injunction. a 

I Not till 1889, howeyer, did New Hampshire strike out of her Constitution ' 
of 17'J'.! a provision enabling the legialatnre to anthorize towoa to provide for 
the support of .. pnblie ProU.'ont &ellcbere of piety, religion, and morality." 

lin A.rkansu, Marylaod, Missillippi, North Carolina, Sonth Carolina, and 
Texaa, a mao ia declared ineligible for offiee if he denies the existence of God; 
in Penn.,IYaDia and Teoo_ he ia ineligible if he does not belie .. In God, and 
in the existence of fntnre rewaMe and pDDiahmenta. In Arkaoeaa and Mary
laod ooeb a person ia also incompetent as a witueea or joror • 

• T~ prcmaioDlwer8 Ineerted shortly after the CiYil War In order to pro
tect the negroes. 
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Kentucky (Constitution of 1891) lays down that "absolute 
arbitrary power over the lives, liberty, and property of freemen 
exists nowhere in a republic, not even in the largest'majority. 
All men when they form a social compact are equal. All 
power is inherent in the people, and all free governments are 
founded on their authority, and instituted for their peace, 
safety, happiness, and security, and the protection of property. 
For the advancement of these ends they have at all times an 
inalienable and indefeasible right to alter, reform, or abolish 
their government in such manner as they may deem proper." 1 

All in one fdrm or another secure the freedom of writing 
and speaking opinions, and some add that the truth of a libel 
may be given in evidence.! 

Nearly all secure the freedom of public meeting and petition. 
Considering that these are the last rights likely to be infringed 
by a State government, it is odd to find Florida in her Consti
tution of 1886 providing that' "the people shall have the right 
to assemble together to consult for the common good, to inst,ruct 
their representatives, and to petition the legislature for redress 
of grievanceS," and Kentucky in 1891 equally concerned to 
secure this right. 

Many provide that no ellJ post facto law, nor law impairing 
the obligation of a contract, shall be passed by the State legis
lature; and that private property shall not be taken by the 
State without just compensation. 

Many forbid the creation of any title of nobility. 
Many declare that the right of citizens to bear arms shall 

never be denied, a provision which might be expected to prove 
inconvenient where it was desired to check the habit of carry
ing revolvers. Tennessee therefore (Constitution of 1810) pru
dently adds that" the legislature shall have power to regulate 
the wearing of arms, with a view to prevent crime." So also 
Texas, where such a provision is certainly not superfluous. 

1 Until 1891, Kentucky added, .. The right of property is before and higher 
than any constitutional sanction; and the right of the owner of a slave to 
such slave and its increase is the same and as inviolable as the right of tbe 
owner of any property whatever," although this.doctrine had been annulled, 
in effect, by the thirteenth amendment to the Federal Constitution •. 

9 A curious survival may be noted in the provisions enabling the jury to 
determine law as well as fact in libel cases; e.g. Mississippi (1890) and Ken
tucky (1891) in criminal, Wyoming (1889) also in civil easeL 
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And six others 1 allow the legislature to forbid the carrying of 
concealed weapons. 

Some declare that the estates of suicides shall descend in 
the ordinary course of law. 

Most provide that conviction for treason shall not work cor
ruption of blood nor forfeiture of estate. 

Eight forbid white and coloured children to be taught in the 
same public schools, while Wyoming provides that no distinc
tion shall be made in the public schools on account of sex, 
race, or colour. 

llany declare the right of trial by jury to be inviolate, even 
while permitting the parties to waive it. Idaho empowers a 
jury in civil cases to render a verdict by a three-fourths major
ity, and Wyoming permits it to consist of less than twelve. 

Some forbid imprisonment for debt, except in case of fraud, 
and ·secure the acceptance of reasonable bail, except for the 
gravest charges" 

Several declare that "perpetuities and monopolies are con
trary to the genius of a free State, and ought not to be allowed." 

Many forbid the granting of any hereditary honours, privi
leges, or emoluments. 

North Carolina declares that "as political rights and privi
leges are not dependent upon or modified by property, no prop
erty qualification ought to affect the right to vote or hold 
office"; and also, "secret political societies are dangerous to 
the liberties of a free people, and should not be tolerated." 

Massachusetts sets forth, as befits a Puritan State, high moral 
views: "A frequent recurrence to the fundamental principles 
of the Constitution, and a constant adherence to those of piety, 
justice, moderation, temperance, industry, and frugality, are 
absolutely necess.ary to preserve the advantages of liberty and to 
maintain a free gOverument. The people ought consequently to 
have a particular attention to all those principles in the choice 
of their officers and representatives, and they have a right to 

1 North Caroliu, MiRSi88ippi, M"l88Ouri, Louisiana, Colorado, and Montana, 
Stat .. in wbleb dail,. experience abo ... that the me&8tl1'e8 taken have not 
proved 8l1llC088fuJ. 

I Mias; .. ;ppl (Const. of 1890) alIo ... courts of jnstice to exclnde, in some ,,1_ of proeecntiOO8, persoDB not necessary for the condnct of tbe trial. 
Wyoming (1889) provides that no person detained as a witn888 be (1)nfined in 
&IlYlOOm wben ariminalB are imprisoned. 
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require of their law-givers and magistrates an exact and con
stant observance of them." 

South Dakota and Wyoming provide that aliens shall have 
the same rights of property as citizens. Montana confers this 
benefit as respects mining property, while Washington prohibits 
the ownership of land by aliens, except for mining purposes. 
New York (Const. of 1846) provides: ".All lands within this 
State are declared to be allodial, so that, subject only to the: 
liability to escheat, the entire and absolute property is vested in 
the owners, according to the nature of their respective estates." 

North Dakota (1889) enacts: "Every citizen shall be free 
to obtain employment wherever possible, and any person, cor
poration, or agent thereof, maliciously interfering or hindering 
in any way any citizen from obtaining or enjoying employment 
already obtained from any other corporation or person, shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor." 

Maryland (Const. of 1867) declares that "a long continuance 
in the executive departments of power or trUst is dangerous to 
liberty; a rotation, therefore, in those departme!lts is one of the 
best securities of permanent freedom." She also pronounces 
all gifts for any religious purpose (except of a piece of land 
not exceeding five acres for a place of worship, parsonage, or 
burying-ground) to be void unless sanctioned by the legislature. 

Montana and Idaho declare the use of lands for constructing 
reservoirs, water-courses, or ways for the purposes of mining 
or irrigation, to be a public use, subject to State regulation. 

These instances, a few out of many, may suffice to show how 
relllote from the common idea of a Bill of Rights, are some of 
the enactments which find a place under that heading. The 
constitution makers seem to have inserted here such doctrines 
or legal reforms as seemed to them matters of high import or 
of wide application, especially when they could find no suitable 
place for them elsewhere in the instrument. 

Of the articles of each State Constitution which contain the 
frame of State government it will be more convenient to speak 
in the chapters which -describe the mechanism and character 
of the governments and administrative systems of the several 
States. I pass on therefore to what have been cla.'lsed as the 
Miscellaneous Provisions; These are of great interest as reveal
ing the spirit and tendencies of popular government in America, 
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the economic and social condition of the country, the mischiefs 
that have arisen, the remedies applied to these mischiefs, the 
ideas and beliefs of the people in matters of legislation. 

Among such provisions we find a great deal of matter which 
is in no distinctive sense constitutional law, but general law, 
fl.g. administrative law, the law of judicial procedure, the ordi
nary private law of family, inheritance, contract, and so forth; 
matter therefore which seems out of place in a constitution 
because fit to be dealt with in ordinary statutes. We find mi
nute provisions regarding the management and liabilities of 
banking companies, of railways, or of corporations generally; 
regulations as to the salaries of officials, the quorum of courts 
sitting in banco, the length of time for appealing, the method 
of changing the venue, the publication of judicial reports; 
detailed arrangements for school boards and school taxation 
(with rules regarding the separation of white and black chil
dren in schools), for a department of agriculture, a canal board, 
or a labour bureau; we find a prohibition of lotteries, of polyg
amy, of bribery, of lobbying, of the granting of liquor licences, 
of usurious interest on money, an abolition of the distinction 
between sealed and unsealed instruments, a declaration of the 
extent of a mechanic's lien for work done. We even find the 
method prescribed in which stationery and coals for the use of 
the legislature shall be contracted for, and provisions for fixing 
the rates which may be charged for the storage of corn in 
warehouses. The framers of these more recent constitutions 
have in fact neither wished nor cared to draw a line of dist;.i.nc
tion between what is proper for a constitution and what ought 
to be left to be dealt with by the State legislature. And, in the 
case of three-fourths at least of the States, no such distinction 
now, in fact, exists. 

How is this confusion to be explained? Four reasons may 
be suggested. 

The Americans, like the English, have no love for scientific 
arrangement. Although the Constitutions have been drafted 
by lawyers, and sometimes by the best lawyers of each State, 
logical classification has not been sought after. 

The people found the enactment of a new Canstitution a 
convenient opportunity for enunciating doctrines they valued 
and carrying through reforms they desired. It was a simpler 
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and quicker method than waiting for legislative action, so, 
when there was a popular demand for the establishment of all 

institution, or for some legal change, this was shovelled intc 
the new Constitution and enacted accordingly. 

The peoples of the States have come to distrust their respect. 
i ve legislatures. Hence they desire not only to do a thing forth
with and in their own way rather than leave it to the chanCE 
of legislative action, but to narrow as far as they convenientl, 
can (and sometimes farther) the sphere of the legislature. 

There is an unmistakable wish in the minds of the people 
to act directly rather than through their representatives in 
legislation. The same conscious relish for power which leads 
some democracies to make their representatives mere delegates, 
finds a further development in passing by the representatives, 
and setting the people itself to make and repeal laws: 

Those who have read the chapters describing the growth 
and development of the 1l'ederal Constitution, will nll.turally 
ask how far the remarks there made apply. to the Constitu· 
tions of the several States. 

These instruments have less capacity for expansion, whether 
by interpretation or by usage, than the Constitution of the 
United States: firstly, because they are more easily, and 
therefore more frequently, amended or recast; secondly, be
cause they are far longer, and go into much more minute detail. 
The Federal Constitution is so brief and general that custom 
must fill up what it has left untouched, and judicial construc
tion evolve the application of its terms to cases they do not 
expressly deal with. But the later State Constitutionoi are so 
full and precise that they need little in the way of expansive 
construction, and leave comparatively little room for the action 
of custom. 

The rules of interpretation are in the main the same as 
those applied to the Federal Constitution. One important 
difference must, however, be noted, springing from the differ
ent character of the two governments. The National Govern
ment is an artificial creation, with no powers except those 
conferred by the instrument which created it. A State Gov
ernment is a natural growth, which prima facie possesses all 
the powers incident to any government whatever. Hence, if 
the question arises whether a State legislature can pass a law 
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on a given subject, the presumption is that it can do SO: and 
positive grounds must be adduced to prove that it cannot. It 
may be restrained by Bome inhibition either in the Federal Con
stitution, or in the Constitution of its own State. But such 
inhibition must be. affirmatively shown to have been imposed, 
or, to put the same point in other words, a State Constitution 
is held to be, not a document conferring defined and specified 
powers on the legislature, but one regulating and limiting that 
general authority which the representatives of the people 
enjoy ipso jure by their organization into a legislative body. 

"It has never been questioned that the American legislatures 
have the same unlimited power in regard to legislation which 
resides in the British Parliament, except where they are re
strained by written Constitutions. That must be conceded to 
be a fundamental principle in the political organization of the 
American States. We cannot well comprehend how, upon prin
ciple, it could be otherwise. The people must, of course, pos
sess all legislative power originally. They have committed this 
in the most general and unlimited manner to the several State 
legislatures, saving only such restrictions as are imposed by the 
Constitution of the United States or of the particular State in 
question." I 

"The people, in framing the Constitution, committed to the 
legislature the whole law-making powers of the State which 
they did not expressly or impliedly withhold. Plenary power in 
the legislature, for all purposes of civil government, is the rule. 
A. prohibition to exercise a particular power is an exception." • 

It must not, however, be supposed from these dicta that even 
if the States were independent commonwealths, the Federal 
Government having disappeared, their legislatures would enjoy 
anything approaching the omnipotence of the British Parlia.
ment, "whose power and jurisdiction is," says Sir Edward 
Coke, "so transcendent and absolute that it cannot be confined, 
either for persons or causes, within any bounds." "All mis
chiefs and grievances," adds Blackstone, "operations and rem
edies that transcend the ordinary course of the laws are within 
the reach of this extraordinary tribunal." Parliament being 

I Redfield, C,J., In 'n Vermont Reports, p. 142, qnoted by Cooley, Oomtit. 
Limtl., p. 108 • 

• Denio, C,J .. In 111 N. Y. Reports, p.II43, quoted ibid. p. 101. 
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absolutely sovereign, can command, or extinguish and swallow 
up the executive and the judiciary, appropriating to itself their 
functions. But in America, a legislature is a legislature and 
nothing more. The same instrument which creates it creates 
also the executive governor and the judgllS. They hold by 
a title as good as its own. If the legislature should pass a law 
depriving the governor of an executive function conferred by 
the Constitution, that law would be void. If the legislature 
atteJP.pted to interfere with the jurisdiction of the courts, their 
action would be even more palpably illegal and ineffectual.l 

The executive and legislative departments of a State govern
ment have of course the right and duty of acting in the first 
instance on their view of the meaning of the Constitution. 
But the ultimate expounder of that meaning is the judiciary; 
and when the courts of a State have solemnly declared the true 
construction of any provision of the Constitution, all persons 
are bound to regulate their conduct accordingly. As was ob
served in considering the functions of the Federal judiciary 
(Chapter XXIII.), this authority of the American courts is not 
in the nature of a political or discretionary power vested in 
them; it is a necessary consequence of the existence of a fun
damentallaw superior to any statute which the legislature may 
enact, or to any right which a governor may conceive himself 
to possess.2 To quote the- words of an American decision: -

"In exercising this high authority the judges claim no judi
cial supremacy; they are only the administrators of the public 
will. If an Act of the legislature is held void, it is not because 
the judges have any control over the legislative power, but be
cause the Act is forbidden by the Constitution, and because the 

1 It has, for instance, been held that a State legislature cannot empower elec
tion boards to decide whether a person has by duelling forfeited his right to 
vote or hold office, this inquiry being judicial and proper only for the regular 
tribunals of the State.-Cooley, Constit. Limit., p. 112. Acts passed by legi!>o 
latures affecting some judicial decision already given, have repeatedly been 
held void by the Courts. They would be doubly void as also transgressing the 
Federal Constitution. 

2 In Switzerland, however, the cantonal courts have not, except perhaps in 
Uri, the right to declare invalid a law made by a ~antonallegislature, .the leg
islature being apparently deemed the judge of its own powers. A cantonal law 
may, however, be quashed, in some cases, by the Federal Council, or pro
nounced invalid by the Federal· Court. See an interesting discussion of the 
question in Dubs, Dati oejfentliche Recht der Schweizerischen Eidgenossen
schalt, Part I. p. 113.-
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will of the people, which is therein declared, is paramount to 
that of their representatives expressed in any law." 

It is a well-established rule that the judges will always lean 
in favour of the validity of a legislative Act j that if there be 
a reasonable doubt as to the constitutio~lity of a statute they 
will solve that doubt in favour of the statute j that where the 
legislature has been left a discretion they will assume the dis
cretion to have been wisely exercised j that where the construc
tion of a statute is doubtful, they will adopt such construction 
as will harmonize with the Constitution, and enable it to take 
effect. So it has been well observed that a man might with 
perfect consistency argue as a member of a legislatute against 
a bill on the ground that it is unconstitutional, and after hav
ing been appointed a judge, might in his judicial capacity sus
tain its constitutionality. Judges must not inquire into the 
motives of the legislature, nor refuse to apply an Act because 
they may suspect that it was obtained by fraud or corruption, 
still les8 because they hold it to be opposed to justice and 
sound policy. "A court cannot declare a statute unconstitu
tional and void solely on the ground of unjust and oppressive 
provisions, or because it is supposed to violate the natural, 
social, or political rights of the citizen, unless it can be shown 
that such injustice is prohibited, or such rights guaranteed or 
protected, by the Constitution. 1 • •• But when a statute is 
adjudged to be unconstitutional, it is as if it had never been. 
Rights cannot be built up under it j contracts which depend 
upon it for their consideration are void j it constitutes a pro-

1 Thi' was not always admitted; just as In Englaud it was at one time held 
that natural justice and equity were above Acts of Parliament. So In the case 
of GardTlff' v. T1uJ Village 0/ Newburg (Johnson's Ohancery Report., N. Y. 
1(2), the New York legislature had authorized the village to supply itself with 
water from a stream, but had made uo proviSion for indemnifyiug the owners 
of lands through which the stream flowed for the injury they must suller from 
the diversion of the water. The Constitution of New York at that time con
tained no provision prohibiting the taking of private property for public use 
without compensation; notwithstanding this, Chancellor Kent restrained the 
village from proceeding upon the broad general principle which he found in 
Magna Charta, in a statutory Bill of Rigbts, which of course could not control 
the legislature, and in Grotius Pullendorf and Bynkerahoek. (lowe this 
reference to the kindness of Mr. Theodore Bacon.) 

As the doctrine atated in the text has been doubted by some critica, 1 may 
now (Sept. 11192) refer for further confirmation of it to Doah v. Van Kleech,T 
Johus. 477 (worda of Chancellor Kent), and People v. GUI.on, 109 N. Y. 398. 
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tection to no one who has acted under it; and no one can 
be punished for having refused obedience to it before the 
decision was made. And what is true of an Act void in toto, 
is true also as to any part of an Act which is found to be 
unconstitutional, and which consequently is to be regarded as 
having never at any time been possessed of legal force." 1 

It may be thought, and the impression will be confirmed 
when we consider as well the minuteness of the State Con
stitutions as the profusion of State legislation and theincon
siderate haste with which it is passed, that as the risk of a 
conflict between the Constitution and statutes is great, so the 
incon veniences of a system under which the citizens cannot tell 
whether their obedience is or is not due to a statute must be 
serious. How is a man to know whether he has really ac
quired a right under a . statute ? how is he to learn whether 
to conform his conduct to it or not? How is an investor to 
judge if he may safely lend money which a statute has em
powered a community to borrow, when the statute may be 
itself subsequently overthrown? 

To meet these difficulties some State Constitutions 2 provide 
that the judges of the supreme court of the State may be 
called upon by the governor or either house of the legislature 
to deliver their opinions upon questions of law, without wait
ing for these questions to arise and be determined in an ordi
nary lawsuit.8 This expedient seems a good one, for it procures 

1 Cooley, Oonstit. Limit., pp. 200, 2'J:T. 
J Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Colorado, Florida, 

and South Dakota. In Vermont a similar power is given by statute. In South 
Dakota the governor may require it .. upon important questions of law involv
ing the exercise of his executive powers and upon solemn occasions." In 
Florida it is only the governor to whom the power has beeu given, and whereas 
under the Constitution of 1868 he could obtain the opinion of the justices 

." upon any point of law," he can by the Constitution of 1886 require it only 
.. npon any question affecting his executive powers and duties." A similar 
provision was inserted in the Constitution of Missouri of 1865, but omitted in 
the revised (and now operative) Constitution of 1875, apparently becanse the 
judges had so often refused to give their advice when asked for it by a honse 
of the legislature, that there seemed little use in retaining the enactment. In 
the other States the judges have apparently always consented to answer, save 
on one or two occasions in Massachusetts. See on the whole subject an inter
esting pamphlet by Mr. J. B. Thayer, of the Harvard University Law School 

8 The judges of the supreme court of Massachusetts suggest in their very 
learned and instructive opinion, delivered to the legislature, December 31, 1878, 
that this provision, which appears first in the Massachusetts Constitution of 



CRAP. ltXXVD STATE CONSTITUTIONS 449 

a judicial and non-partisan interpretation, and procures it at 
once before rights or interests have been created. But it is 
open to the objection that the opinions so pronounced are 
given before cases have arisen which show how in fact a stat
ute is working, and what points it may raise j and. that the 
judges have not, as in contested lawsuits, the assistance of 
counsel arguing for their respective clients. And this is per
haps the reason why in most of the States where the provision 
exists, the judges have declared that they act under it in a 
purely advisory capacity, and that their deliverances are mere 
expressions of. opinion, not binding upon them should the point 
afterwards arise in a suit involving the rights of parties.l 

The highest court of a State may depart from a view it has 
previously laid down, even in a legal proceeding, regarding the 
construction of the Constitution, that is to say, it has a legal 
right to do 80 if convinced that the former view was wrong. 
But it is reluctant to do 80, because such a course unsettles the 
law and impairs the respect felt for the bench. And there is 
less occasion for it to do 80 than in the parallel case of the su
preme Federal court, because as the process of amending a 
State Constitution is simpler and speedier than that of alter
ing the Federal Constitution, a remedy can be more easily 
applied to any mistake which the State judiciary has com
mitted. This unWillingness to unsettle the law goes so far 
that State courts have sometimes refused to disturb a practice 
long acquiesced in by the legislature, which they have never
theless declared they would have pronounced unconstitutional 
had it come before them while still new. 
1180, and waa donbtlesa borrowed thence by the other States, .. evidently had 
In view the osage of the EngllHh Constitution, by which the King as well as 
the H0088 of Lords, whether acting in their judicial or in their legislative 
capacity, had the right to demand the opinion of the twelve judges of Eng
land." This Is still sometimes done by the Douse of Lords acting in their 
judicial capacity; but the opinions of the judges so given are not necessarily 
followed by that Honse, and though always reported are not deemed to be 
binding prononncements of law sinlilar to the decisions of a court. 

1 Mr. Thayer shows, by an examination of the reported instances, that in 
Massachu8etts, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island, as also in Missouri from 
JllIlIi to 1815, the courts held that their opinions rendered under these provisions 
of the Stete Constitutions were not to be deemed judicial determinations, 
equal In autl10rity to declsiou8 given In actua1 litigation, but were rather 
prima //Jete Impressions, which the judges ought not to hold themselves 
bound by, when lubeequently required to determine the same point in an 
action or other legal proceeding. It Is otherwise in Maine and Colorado. 

VOL. 1 S G 



CHAPTER XXXVIII 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF STATE CONSTITUTIONS 

IT was observed in last chapter that the State· Constitution~ 
furnish invaluable materials for history. Their interest is all 
the greater, because the succession of Constitutions and amend
ments to Constitutions from 1776 till to-day enables the annals 
of legislation and political sentiment to be read in tliese docu
ments more easily and succinctly than in any similar series of 
laws in any other country; They are a mine of instruction 
for the natural history of democratic communities. Their 
fulness and minuteness make them, so to speak, more pictorial 
than the Federal Constitution. They tell us more about the 
actual methods and conduct of the government than it does. 
If we had similar materials concerning the history of as many 
Greek republics during the ages of Themistocles and Pericles, 
we could rewrite the history of Greece. Some things, how
ever, even these elaborately minute documents do not tell us. 
No one could gather from them what were the modes of doing 
business in the State legislatures, and how great a part the 
system of committees plays there. No one could learn what 
manner of men constitute those bodies and determine their 
character. No one would know that the whole machinery is 
worked by a restlessly active party organization. Nevertheless 
they are so instructive as records of past movements, and as an 
index to the present tendencies of American democracy, that 
I heartily regret that the space at my disposal permits me to 
make only a sparing use of the materials which I gathered 
during many months spent in studying the one. hundred and 
thirteen Constitutions enacted since the Declaration of Inde
pendence.1 

I I venture again to commend the study of these constitutions to the philo
lophic inquirer into what may be called the science of comparative politics. 

.vo 
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Three periods may be distinguished in the development of 
State Governments as set forth in the Constitutions, each period 
marked by an increase in the length and minuteness of those 
instruments. 

The first period covers about thirty years from 1776 down
wards, and includes the earlier Constitutions of the original 
thirteen States, as well as of Kentucky, Vermont, Tennessee, 
and Ohio. 

?rlost of these Constitutions were framed under the impres
sions of the Revolutionary War. They manifest a dread of 
executive power and of military power, together with a dis
position to leave everything to the legislature, as being the 
authority directly springing from the people. The election of 
a State governor is in most States vested in the legislature. 
He is nominally assisted, but in reality checked, by a council 
not of his own choosing. He has not (except in Massachu
setts) a veto on the Acts of the legislature.' He has not, like 
the royal governors of colonial days, the right of adjourning 
or dissolving it. The idea of giving power to the people 
directly has scarcely appeared, because the legislature is con
ceived as the natural and necessary organ of popular govern
ment, much as the House of Commons is in England. And 
hence many of these early Constitutions consist of little beyond 
an elaborate Bill of Rights and a comparatively simple outline 
of a frame of government, establishing a representative legis
lature,' with a few executive officers and courts of justice 
carefully separated therefrom. 

The second period covers the first half of the present century 

Both among the pre-Revolntionary charters and the 8tate constitutions he will 
find matter full of instmction. Among the fonner 1 may especially refer to the 
Frame of Governmeut of Pennsylvania, 1682 and 1683, and to the Fundamental 
Constitntions of Carolina of 1669. These last were framed by John Locke, 
and reviled by the flnt Lord Shafte&bory. They were found nnsuitable, were 
only partially put in force, and were abrogated by the proprieton in 1693, but 
they are acarcel:v le88 interesting to the student of history on that account. 

lIn New York a veto on Acts of the legislature was by the first constitu
tion vested in the Government and judges of the highest State court, acting 
together. 

t The wide powera of these early legislatures are witnessed to by the fear 
which pmdent atatesmen entertained of their action. Madison said, in the 
Constitutional Convention of 1787, .. Experience proves a tendency in our gov
ernments to tbrow all power Into the legislative vortez. The executives of 
the States are little more than clphen; the legislatures are omnipotent." 
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down to the time when the intensity of the party struggles over 
slavery (1850-60) interrupted to some extent the natural proc
esses of State development. It is a period of the democrat
ization of all institutions, a democratization due not only to 
causes native to American soil, such as the supremacy in 
politics of the generation who had been boys during the Revo
lutionary War, but to the influence upon the generation which 
had then come to manhood of French republican ideas, an 
influence which declined after 1805 and ended with 1851, since 
which time French examples and ideas have counted for very 
little. Such provisions for the maintenance of religious insti
tutions by the State as had continued to exist are now swept 
away. The principle becomes established (in the North and 
West) that constitutions must be directly enacted by popular 
vote. The choice of a governor is taken from the legislature 
to be given to the people. Property qualifications are abol
ished,I and a suffrage practically universal, except that it often 
excludes free persons of colour, is introduced. Even the judges 
are not spared. Many Constitutions shorten their term, and 
direct them to be chosen by popular vote. The State has 
emerged from the English conception of a community acting 
through a ruling legislature, for the . legislature begins to be 
regarded as being only a body of agents exercising delegated 
and restricted powers, and .obliged to recur to the sovereign 
people (by asking for a constitutional amendment) when it 
seeks to extend these powers in any particular direction. Th.e 
increasing length of the constitutions during this half century 
shows how the range of the popular vote has extended, for these 
documents now contain a mass of ordinary law on matters which 
in the early days would have been left to the legislatures. 

In the third period, which begins from about the time of the 
Civil War, a slight. reaction may be discerned, not against 
popular sovereignty, which is stronger than ever, but in the 
tendency to strengthen the executive and judicial departments. 
The governor had begun to receive in the second period, and has 
now in every State but four, a veto on the acts of the legis-

. lature. His tenure of office has been generally lengthened j 
the restrictions on his re-eligibility generally removed. In 

1 Though Massachusetts forgot til11892 to aholish the property qualification 
for her Govemorship. 
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many States the judges have been granted larger salaries, and 
their terms of office lengthened. Some constitutions have 
even transferred judicial appointments from the vote of the 
people to the executive. But the most notable change of all 
has been the narrowing of the competence of the legislature, 
and the fettering its action by complicated restrictions. It 
may seem that to take powers away from the legislature is to 
give them to the people, and therefore another step towards 
pure democracy. But in America this is not so, because a 
legislature always yields to any popular clamour, however 
transient, while direct legislation by the people involves delay. 
Such provisions are therefore conservative in their results, and 
are really checks imposed by the citizens upon themselves. 

This process of development, which has first exalted and 
then depressed the legislature, which has extended the direct 
interference of the people, which has changed the Constitution 
itself from a short into a long, a simple into a highly complex 
document, has of course not yet ended. Forces are already at 
work which will make the constitutions of forty years hence 
different from those of to-day. To conjecture the nature of 
these forces we must examine a little further the existing 
constitutions of the States, especially the later among them; 
and more particularly that remarkable group enacted in 1889 
by the six commonwealths which were admitted to the Union 
in 1889 and 1890. We must also distinguish between different 
types of constitution, corresponding to the different parts of the 
l:'nion in which the States that have framed them are situate. 

Three types were formerly distinguishable, the old colonial 
type, best seen in NeW' England and the older middle States, 
the Southern or Slave State type (in which the influence of 
the first Constitution of Virginia was noticeable), and the new 
or Western type. At present these distiuctions are less 
marked. All the Southern States have given themselves new 
constitutions since the war; ud the differences between these 
and the neW' constitutions of the North-Western and Pacific 
States are not salient. This is because the economic and social 
changes produced by the War of Secession and abolition of 
sluery broke to pieces the old social conditions, and made 
these Southern States virtually neW' commnnities like those of 
the West. There is still, however, a strong contrast between 
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the New England States, to which for this purpose we may 
add New Jersey and Delaware, whose present coustitutions 
all date from the period between 1180 and 1844, and the 
Southern and Western States, nearly all of whose constitu
tions are subsequent to that year. In these older States the 
power of ' the executive is generally greater. The judges are 
frequently named by the governor, and not elected by the 
people. The electoral districts are not always equal. The 
constitutions are not so minute, and therefore the need of 
recurring to the. people to change them arises less frequently. 

Taking the newer, and especially the Western and Southern 
Constitutions, and remembering that each is the work of an 
absolutely independent body, which (subject to the Federal 
Constitution) can organize its government and shape its law 
in any way it pleases, so as to suit its peculiar conditions and 
reflect the character of its population, one is surprised to find 
how similar these newer instruments are. There is endless 
variety in details, but a singular agreement in essentials. The 
influences at work, the tendencies which the constitutions of 
the last forty years reveal, are evidently the same over the 
whole Union. What are the chief of those tendencies? One 
is for the constitutions to grow longer. This is an absolutely 
universal rule. Virginia, for instance, put her first constitu
tion, that of 1116, into four closely printed quarto pages, that 
is, into about three thousand two hundred words. l In 1830, 
she needed seven pages; in 1850, eighteen pages; in 1810, 
twenty-two pages, or. seventeen thousand words. Texas has 
doubled the length of her constitution from sixteen quarto 
pages in 1845 to thirty-four in 1816. Pennsylvania was con
tent in 1116 with a document of eight pages, which for those 
times was a long one; she now requires twenty-three. The 
constitution of Illinois filled ten pages in 1818; in 1810 it had 
swollen to twenty-five. These are fair examples, but the ex
tremes are marked by the constitution of New Hampshire of 
1116, which was of about six hundred words (not reckoning 
the preamble), and the constitutions of Missouri of 1815 and 
of South Dakota of 1889, which have each more than twenty
six thousand words. The new constitutions are longer, not 

1 The full quarto page in Poore's edition of The Felkral and State Constitu
tions contains about eight hundred worde. 
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only because new topics are taken up and dealt with, but 
because the old topics are handled in far greater detail. Such 
matters as education, ordinary private law, railroads, State 
and municipal indebtedness, were either untouched or lightly 
touched in the earlier instruments. The provisions regarding 
the judiciary and the legislature, particularly those restricting 
the power of the latter, have grown far more minute of late 
years, as abusell of power became more frequent, and the 
respect for legislative authority less. .As the powers of a 
State legislature are prima facie unlimited, these bodies can 
be restrained only by enumerating the matters withdrawn 
from their competence, and the list grows always ampler. The 
time might almost seem to have come for prescribing that, 
like Congress, they should be entitled to legislate on certain 
enumerated subjects only, and be always required to establish 
affirmatively their competence to deal with any given topic. 

I have already referred to the progress which the newer con
stitutions show towards more democratic arrangements. The 
suffrage is now in almost every State enjoyed by all adult 
males. Citizenship is quickly and easily accorded to immi
grants. And, most significant of all, the superior judges, who 
were formerly named by the governor, or chosen by the legis
lature, and who held office during good behaviour, are now in 
most States elected by the people for fixed terms of years. I 
do not ignore the strongly-marked democratic character of 
even the first set of constitutions, formed at and just after the 
Revolution; but that character manifested itself chiefly in 
negative provisions, i.ll. in forbidding exercises of power by the 
executive, in securing full civil equality and the primordial 
rights of the citizen. The new democratic spirit is positive 
as well as negative. It refers everything to the direct arbitra.
ment of the people. It calla their will into constant activity, 
sometimes by the enactment of laws on various subjects in the 
Constitution, sometimes by prescribing to the legislature the 
purposes which legislation is to aim at. Even the tendency 
to support the executive against the legislature is evidence not 
so much of respect for authority as of the confidence of the 
people that the executive will be the servant of popular opin
ion, prepared at its bidding to restrain that other servant
the legislature - who is less trusted, because harder to fix with 
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responsibility for misdoing. On the whole, therefore, there 
can be no doubt that the democratic spirit is now more ener
getic and pervasive than it was in the first generation. It is 
a different kind of spirit. It is more practical, more disposed 
to extend the sphere of governmental interference, less con
tent to rely on general principles. One discovers in the word
ing of the most recent constitutions a decline of that touching 
faith in the efficacy of broad declarationll of abstract human 
rights which marked the disciples of Jefferson. But if we 
compare the present with the second or Jacksonian age, it may 
be said that there has been in progress for some years past 
a certain anti-democratic reaction, fainter than the levelling 
movement of sixty years ago, and not likely to restore the state 
of things that existed before that movement, yet noticeable as 
showing that the people do learn by experience, and are not 
indisposed to reverse their action and get clear of the results 
of past mistakes. The common saying that on the road to 
democracy there are vestigia nulla retrorsum is not universally 
trne in America. 

That there are strong conservative tendencies in the United 
States is 'a doctrine whose truth will be illustrated later on. 
Meanwhile it' is worth while to ask how far the history of 
State constitutions confirms the current notion that democra.
cies are fond of change. The answer is instructive, because 
it shows how flimsy are the generalizations which men often 
indulge in when discussing forms of government, as if all com
munities with similar forms of government behaved in the 
same way. All the States of the Union are democracies, and 
democracies of nearly the same type. Yet while some change 
their constitutions frequently, others scarcely change theil's at 
all. Let me recall the reader's mind to the distinction already 
drawn between the older or New England type and the uewer 
type, which we find in the Southern as well as the Western 
States. It is among the latter that changes are frequent. 
Louisiana, for instance, whose State life began in 1812, has 
had six complete ne~ constitutions, without counting the so
called Secession Constitution of 1861. So has Georgia. Ar
kansas, which dates from 1836, has had five, besides many 
amendments passed in the intervals. Virginia and South 
Carolina (both original States) have had five each. Among 
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the Northem States, Pennsylvania (an original State) has had 
four; lllinois, dating from 1818, three; New York, three; 
Delaware, three; whereas Connecticut and Rhode Island 
(both original States) and Maine (dating from 1820), have 
had only one each, Vermont and New Hampshire two each. 
Massachusetts still lives nnder her Constitution of 1780, which 
has. indeed heen amended at various dates, yet not to such an 
extent as to efface its original features. Of the causes of these 
differences I will now touch on two only. One is the attach
ment which in an old and historic, a civilized and well-edu
cated community, binds the people to their accustomed usages 
and forms of government. It is the newer States, without a 
past to revere, with a population undisciplined or fluctuating, 
that are prone to change. In well-settled commonwealths the 
longer a constitution has stood untouched, the longer it is 
likely to stand, because the force of habit is on its side, be
cause an intelligent people learns to value the stability of its 
institutions, and to love that which it is proud of having 
created. 

The other cause is the difference between the swiftness with 
which economic and social changes move in different parts of 
the country. They are the most constant sources of political 
change, and find their natural expression in alterations of the 
Constitution. Such changes have been least swift and least 
sudden in the New England and Middle States, though in some 
of the latter the growth of great cities, such as New York and 
Philadelphia, has induced them, and induced therewith a ten
dency to amend the constitutions so as to meet new conditions 
and check new evils. They have been most marked in regions 
where population and wealth have grown with unexampled 
speed, and in those where the extinction of slavery has 
changed the industrial basis of society. Here lies the expla
nation of the otherwise singular fact that several of the origi
nal States, such as Virginia and Georgia, have run through 
many constitutions. These whilom Slave States have not 
only changed greatly but changed suddenly: society, as well 
as political life, was dislocated by the Civil War, and has had 
to make more than one effort to set itself right. 

The total number of distinct constitutions adopted in 1776 
or enacted in the several States since that year - the States 



THE STATE GOVERNMENTS PARr u 

being then 13 and now 44 in number-is 113; and to these 
constitntions about 240 partial amendments have been at dif
ferent times adopted.1 The period since 1860 shows a Some
what greater frequency of change than the eighty-four years 
preceding; but that may be accounted for by the effects of the 
war on the Southern States. The average duration of a con
stitntion has been estimated at thirty years, and, there are now 
six which have lasted more than sixty years. Both whole 
constitntions and particular amendments are frequently re
jected by the people when submitted to them at the polls. 
This befel six draft constitutions and more than twenty-eight 
amendments between 1871 and 1881.1 

Putting all these facts together, and 'bearing in mind to how 
large an extent the constitntions now, whether wisely or fool
ishly, embody ordinary private and administrative law and 
therefore invite amendment, the American democracy seems 
less inclined to changefulness and inconstancy than either 
abstract considerations or the descriptions of previous writers, 
such as Tocqueville, would have led us to expect. The respect 
for these fundamental instruments would no doubt be greater 
if the changes 'in them were even fewer, and the changes 
would be fewer if the respect were greater; but I see little 
reason to think that the evil is increasing. 

A few more observations on what the Constitntions disclose 
are needed to complete this brief sketch of the most instruc
tive sources for the history of popular government which our 
centnry has produced - documents whose clauses, while they 
attempt to solve the latest problems of democratic common
wealths, often recall the earliest efforts of our English fore
fathers to restrain the excesses of medilllval tyranny. 

The Constitntions witness to a singular distrust by the peo
ple of its own agents and officers, not only of the legislatures 
but also of local authorities, as well rural as urban, whose 
powers of borrowing or undertaking public works are strictly 
limited. Even the judges are in some States restrained in 
their authority to commit for contempt of court, and three 

1 Owing to the absence of any general official record, I am at present (Nov. 
1892) nnable to ascertain the exact nnmher. 

I Macpherson's Handbook mentions 25 constitntional amendments as 
adopted in the two years from Angnst 1888 to July 1890, and 26 as rejected. 

" 



CB£P. UltVlIl DEVELOPMENT OF CONSTITUTIONS 459 

very recent constitutions contain severe provisions against 
abuse of his veto and appointing power by the governor, and 
against bribery offered to or by him.l 

They witness also to a jealousy of the Federal government. 
By most constitutions a Federal official is made incapable, not 
only of State office, but of being a member of a State legis
lature. These prohibitions are almost the only references to 
the National government to be found in the State constitutions, 
which so far as their terms go might belong to independent 
communities. They usually talk of corporations belonging to 
other States as "foreign," and sometimes try to impose special 
burdens on them.. 

They show a wholesome anxiety to protect and safeguard 
private property in every way. The people's consciousness of 
sovereignty has not used the opportunity which the enact
ment of a constitution gives to override private rights: there 
is rather a desire to secure such rights from any encroach
ment by the legislature: wituess the frequent provisions 
against the taking of property without due compensation, and 
against the passing of private or personal statutes which 
could unfairly affect individuals. The only exceptions to this 
rule are to be found in the case of anything approaching a 
monopoly, and in the case of wealthy corporations. But the 
" monopolist" is regarded as the enemy of the ordinary citi
zen, whom he oppresses; and the corporation - it is usually 
corporations that are monopolists -is deemed not a private 
person at all, but a sort of irresponsible tyrant whose resources 
enable him to overreach the law. Corporations are singled 
out for special taxation. Labour laws are enacted to apply 
to them only. A remarkable instance of this hostility to 
monopolies is to be found in the Constitution· of Illinois of 
1870, with its provisions anent grain elevators, -warehouses, 
and railroads. I The newer constitutions of other Western 
States, such as Wisconsin and Texas, are not less instructive 
in this respect. Nor is it surprising that efforts- should be 
made in Bome of the more recent instruments to strike at the 
combinations called "trusts." 

1 Constitutions of North Dakota. Bonth Dakota, and Wyoming, all of 1889. 
I See tbe remarkable group of C&BeII beginning with MunnT. RUnoia (COIl1' 

IJlODly called the GraDger Cases) in 9i U. S. Report&, p. 113. 



460 THE STATE GOVERNMENTS PART U 

The extension of the sphere of State interference, with the 
corresponding departure from the doctrine of laissez jaire, is a 
question so large and so interesting as to require a chapter to 
itself in my second volume. Here it may suffice to remark, 
that some departments of governmental action, which on.the 
continent of Europe have long been handled by the State, are 
in America still left to private enterprise. For instance, the 
States neither own nor manage railways, or telegraphs, or 
mines, or forests, and they sell their public lands instead of 
working them. There is, nevertheless, visible in recent con
stitutions a strong tendency to extend the scope of public 
administrative activity. Most of the newer instruments estab
lish not only railroad commissions, intended' to control the 
roads in the interest of the public, but also bureaux of agri
culture, labour offices, mining cemmissioners, land registration 
offices, dairy commissioners, insurance commissioners, and 
agricultural or mining colleges. And a reference to the stat
utes passed within the last few years in the Western States 
will show that more is being done in this direction by the 
legislatures, as exponents of popular sentiment, than could be 
gathered from the, older among the Western constitutions. 

A spirit of humanity and tenderness for suffering, very 
characteristic of the American people, appears in the direc
tions which many constitutions contain for the establishment 
of charitable and reformatory institutions, and for legislation 
to protect children.1 Sometimes the legislature is enjoined to 
provide that the prisons are made comfortable j or directions 
are given that homes or' farms be provided as asylums for 
the aged and unfortunate.!! On the other hand, this tenderness 
is qualified by the judicious severity which in most States de
bars persons convicted of crime from the electoral franchise. 
Lotteries are stringently prohibited by some of the recent con
stitutions. 

In the older Northern, constitutions, and in nearly all the 
more recent, constitutions of all the States, ample provision is 
made for the creation and maintenance of schools. Even uni
versities are the object of popular zeal, though a zeal not 

1 So Kentucky (Const. of 1891, § 243) and North Dakota (Conet. of 1889, 
§ 209) prohibit the labour of children under twelve. 

~ So Mississippi (Const. of 1890, § 262). 
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always according to knowledge. l[ost Western constitutions 
direct; their establishment and support from public funds or 
land grants. Some of the latest constitutions contain signifi
cant provisions intended to propitiate labour. Thus Wyoming 
and Idaho declare that eight hours shall be a lawful day's 
work on all State and municipal works, Wyoming adding" in 
all mines." Many prohibit the letting ont of convict labour; 
several forbid the employment or bringing into the State of 
any body of armed men, and Beveral prohibit contracts by 
which employers may attempt to escape from liability for 
accidents to their workpeople. Mississippi abolishes (1890), 
10 far as concerns railroads, the established legal doctrine of 
an employer'S non-liability for accidents caused to a workman 
by the fault of a fellow-workman. 

Although a Constitution is the fundamental and supreme 
law of the State, one must not conclude that its provisions are 
any better observed and enforced than those of an ordinary 
statute. There is sometimes reason to suspect that when an 
offenc~ is thought worthy of being specially mentioned in a 
constitution, this happens because it is specially frequent, 
and because men fear that the legislature may shrink from ap
plying dne severity to repress it, or the public prosecuting 
authorities may wink at it. I Certain it is that in many in
stances the penalties threatened by constitutions fail to attain 
their object. For instance, the constitutions of most of the 
Southern States have for many years past declared duellists, 
and even persons who abet a duel by carrying a challenge, 
incapable of office, or of sitting in the legislature. Yet the 
practice of private warfare does not seem to have declined 
in Mississippi, Texas, or Arkansas, where these provisions 
t'Xist. Virginia had such a provision in her constitution Of 
1830. She repeated it in her constitution of 1850, but with 
the addendum, that the disqualification should not attach to 
those who had offended previously-i.e. in violation of the 
constitution of 1830.' So far as the enactment has had any 

ITbia ia.aid to happeD \a _ 8ta!ee .. ~ IoUeriea. 
• U TIle Geaenl "-mbly maT pro-ride tlW DO perBOIl &hal1 be eapabie of 

lIoIdiDe or beiDe eIeded to "'T pclIII of profit, trust, or emOillJD"Dt, civil or 
IDililary. \egl8\ati'nl. eIerlltiYe, or jadieial, lUlder the goyemmeDt of this oom
_wealtla who IIbalJ bel'Mfter ficbl • duel, or orAd or ..,.,.,'" ... bali"njre to 
ficb& a dael, the probable __ of wIIida -T be the dead> of the ebalIeDger or 
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effect, that effect would seem to have been to encourage the prac
tice of shooting at sight, which is neither morally nor socially 
an improvement on duelling, though apparently exempt from 
these constitutional penalties. 

New York has been so much exercised on the subject of 
bribery and corruption, as to declare (amendments of 1874), 
not only that every member of the legislature and every officer 
shall take an oath that he has given nothing as a consideration 
for any vote received for him (amendment to Art. :xii § 1), 
and that the legislature shall pass laws excluding from the 
suffrage all persons convicted of bribery. or of any infamous 
crime (amendment to Art. ii § 2), but also (amendment to 
Art. xv. §§ 1 and 2) that the giving or offering to or receiving 
by an officer of any bribe shall be a felony. The recent consti
tutions of North Dakota, Montana, and Wyoming declare log
rolling to be bribery. South Dakota requires her legislators 
and officers to swear that they have not received and will not 
receive a free pass over a railroad for any vote or influence 
they may give, while Kentucky deprives of office (ipso facto) 
any legislative public officer or judge who accepts such a 
favour. And lObbying, which is openly practised in every 
building where a legislature meets, is declared by California 
to be a felony, and by Georgia to be a crime. 

challenged, or who shall be second to either party, or shall in any manner aid 
or assist in such duel, or shall be knowingly the bearer of such challenge or 
acceptance; but no person shall be 80 disqualified by reason of his having 
heretofore fought such duel or sent or accepted such challenge, or been second 
in such duel, or bearer of such challenge or acceptance" (Constitution of-
1830, Art. iii. § 12, repeated in Constitution of 1850, Art. iv. § 17). In her 
Constitution of 1870 Virginia is not content with suggesting to the legislature 
to disqualify duellists, but does this directly by Art. iii. § 3. Seventeen Con
stitutions now declare duellists disqualified for office, and nine others add a 
disqualification for the franchise. Nearly all are Southern and Western 
States. Kentucky (Const. of 1891) requires all officers, members of the Gen
eral Assembly. and persons being admitted to the bar to take an oath that they 
have not fought a duel since the adoption Qf the Constitution, nor aided any 
person in so offending. 



CHAPTER XXXIX 

DIRECT LEGISLA.TION BY THE PEOPLE 

THE difficulties and defects inherent in the method of legis
lating by a Constitution are obvious enough. Inasmuch as 
the people cannot be expected to distinguish carefully between 
what is and what is not proper for a fundamental instrument, 
there arises an inconvenient as well as unscientific mixture 
and confusion of private law and administrative regulation 
with the frame of government and the general doctrines of 
public law. This mixture, and the practice of placing in the 
Constitution directions to the legislature to legislate in a cer
tain sense, or for certain purposes, embarrass a legislature in 
its working by raising at every turn questions of its compe
tence to legislate, and of the agreement between its acts and 
the directions contained in the Constitution. And as the legis
lature is Beldom either careful or well-advised, there follows in 
due course an abundant crop of questions as to the constitu
tionality of statutes, alleged by those whom they affect preju
dicially in any particular instance to be either in substance 
inconsistent with the Constitution, or such as the legislature 
was expressly forbidden by it to pass. These inconveniences 
are DO doubt slighter in America than they would be in Europe, 
because the lawyers and the judges have had so much experi
ence in dealing with questions of constitutional conflict and 
ultra "iru legislation that they now handle them with amaz
ing dexterity. Still, they are serious, and such as a well
ordered government ought to avoid. The habit of putting 
into the Constitution matters proper for an ordinary statute 
has \he further disadvantage that it heightens the difficulty of 
correcting a mistake or supplying an omission. The process 
of amending a constitution even in one specific point is a slow 
one, to which neither the legislature, as the proposing author--
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ity, nor the people, as the sanctioning authority, willingly 
resort. Hence blemishes remain and are tolerated, which a 
country possessing, like England, a sovereign legislature would 
correct in the next session of Parliament without trouble or 
delay. 

It is sometimes difficult to induce the people to take a 
proper interest in the amendment of the Constitution. In 
those States where a majority of all the qualified voters, and 
not merely of those voting, is required to affirm an amend
ment, it often happens that the requisite majority cannot be 
obtained owing to the small number who vote.l This has its 
good side, .for it is a check on hasty or frequent change. But 
it adds greatly to the difficulty of working a rigid or supreme 
Constitution, that you may find an admitted, even if not very 
grave evil, to be practically irremovable, because the mass of 
the people cannot be induced to care enough about the matter 
to come to the polls, and there deliver their judgment upon it. 

These defects are so obvious that we may expect to find cor
respondingly strong grounds for the maintenance, and indeed 
the steady extension of the plan of legislating by and through 
a Constitution. What are these grounds? Why do the 
Americans tend more and more to remove legislation from the 
legislature and entrust it to the people? 

One could quite well imagine the several State governments 
working without fundamental· instruments to control them. 
In a Federal government which rests on, or at least which 
began from, a compact between a number of originally sepa
rate communities, the advantages of having the relations of 
these communities to one another and to the central authority 
defined by an instrument placed beyond the reach of the ordi
nary legislature, and not susceptible of easy change, are clear 
and strong. Such an instrument is the guarantee for the 
rights of each member placed above the impulses of a chance 
majority. The case is quite different when we come to a 
single homogeneous community. Each American State might 
now, if it so pleased, conduct its own business, and govern its 
citizens as a commonwealth t< at common law," with a sover
eign legislature, whose statutes formed the highest expression 
of popular will. Nor need it do so upon the cabinet system 

1 This happened more than once of late years in Kentucky and Delaware. 
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of the British colonies. It might retain the separation from 
the It>gislature of the executive governor, elected by the pe0-

ple, and exercising his veto on their behalf, and yet dispense 
altogether with a rigid fundamental constitution, being con
tent to vest in its representatives and governor the plenitude 
of its 011"11 powers. This, however, no American State does, or 
has ever done, or is likely to do. And the question why it 
does not suggests a point of interest for Europeans as well as 
for Americans. 

In the republics of the ancient TOrld, where representative 
assemblies were unknown, It>gislative power rested with the 
citizens meeting in That we should now call primary assem
blies, such as the Ecclesia of Syracuse or the CQmitia of 
Rome. The same plan prevailed in the early Teutonic tribes, 
where the assembly of the freemen exercised all such powers 
&6 did not belong to the king. The laTS of the kings of the 
Angles and Saxons, the capitularies of Charlemagne, were pro
mulgated in assemblies of the nation, and may be said, though 
('manating from the prince, to have been enacted by the pe0-

ple.. During the middle ages, the assemblies died out, and the 
right of making laws passed either to the sovereign or to a 
representative assembly surrounding the sovereign such as the 
English Parliament, the older scheme surviving only in such 
primitive communities as some of the Swiss cantons, and the 
tiny republics of Andorra and San Marino. The first reap
pearance in modem Europe of the method of direct legislation 
by the people is, 60 far as I know, the provision of the French 
CQnstitution framed by the Xational C.onvention in 1i93, which 
directs that any law proposed. by the It>gislative body shall be 
published and sent to all the communes of the Republic, whose 
primary assemblies shall be convoked to vote upon it, in case 
objections to it have been raised by on~nth of these primary 
assemblies in a majority of the departments. In recent times 
the plan has become familiar by its introduction, not ouly into 
most of the cantons of Switzerland, but into the Swiss Federal 
Repuhlic, which constantly applies it, under the name of 
Referendum, by submitting to the Tote of the people for ap
proval or rejection laws passed by the Federal legislature. I 

I T1Ie s .... FedfftJ C~tutioll prcrrid .. thai any Fedenlla. aIId Fed .. ral 
~ 01 geaeral applicatioa aIId _ 01 ... urgent cbarader, mast OD the 

~Lr 10 
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In Britain the influence of the same idea may be discovered 
in two phenomena of recent years. One is the proposal fre
quently made to refer to the direct vote of the inhabitants of 
a town or other local area the enactment of some ordinance 
affecting that district: as, for instance, one determining whether 
a rate shall be levied for a free library, or whether licences 
shall be granted for the sale, within the district, of intoxicating 
liquors. This method of deciding an issue, commonly known 
as Local Option, is a species of referendum. It differs from 
the Swiss form, not merely in being locally restricted, but 
rather in the fact that it is put to the people, not for the sake 
of confirming an Act of the legislature, but of deciding whether 
a certain general Act shall or shall not be operative in a given 
area. But the principle is the same; it is a transference of legis
lative authority from a representative body, whether the par
liament of the nation or the parish vestry or municipal council 
of the town (as the case may be), to the voters at the polls. 

The other English illustration may seem far fetched, but on 
examination will be seen to involve the same idea. It is now 
beginning to be maintained as a constitutional doctrine, that 
when any large measure of change is carried through the 
House of Commons, the House of Lords has a right to reject 
it for the purpose of eompelling a dissolution of Parliament, 
that is, an appeal to the voters. The doctrine is as warmly 
denied as it is asserted; but the material point is that many 
educated men contend that the House of Commons is not 
morally, though of course it is legally, entitled to pass a bill 
seriously changing the Constitution, which was not submitted 
to the electors at the preceding general election. A general 
election, although in form a choice of particular. persons as 
members, has now practically become an expression of popu
lar opinion on the two or three leading measures then pro
pounded and discussed by the party leaders, as well as a vote 
of confidence or no confidence in the Ministry of the day. 

demand of eight cantons or of 30,000 voters be snbmitted to popnlar vote for 
acceptance or rejection. This vote is freqnently in tbe negative. See Swiss 
Federal Constitution, Art. 89; and the remarks of M. Ex-President Numa 
Droz in his Instruction civique, § 172. In some cantons the snbmission 
of laws to popular vote is compnlsory. In Geneva it is /acultati/. A refer
endum exists in every canton except Fribourg and the four which retain a 
Landesgemeinde. See S. Deploige, Le Referendum en Suuse, Brussels, 1892. 
A provision was in 1891 added to the Federal Constitution, whereby 50,000 
voters can demand tbe submission of a proposition to popnlar vote. 
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It is in substance a vote upon those measures; although, of 
course, a vote only on their general principles, and not, like 
the Swiss Referendum, upon the statute which the legislature 
has passed. Even therefore in a country which clings to and 
founds itself upon the absolute supremacy of its representative 
chamber, the notion of a direct appeal to the people has made 
progress.l 

In the United States, which I need hardly say has in this 
matter been nowise affected by France or Switzerland or 
England, but has developed on its own lines, the conception 
that the people (i.e. the citizens at large) are and ought of 
right to be the supreme legislators, has taken the form of 
legislation by enacting or amending a Constitution. Instead 
of, like the Swiss, submitting ordinary laws to the voters after 
they have passed the legislature, the Americans take subjects 
which belong to ordinary legislation out of the category of 
statutes, place them in the Constitution, and then handle them 
as parts of this fundamental instrument. They are not called 
laws; but laws they are to all intents and purposes, differing 
from statutes only in being enacted by an authority which is 
not a constant but an occasional body, called into action only 
when a Convention or a legislature lays propositions before it. 

I have already explained the historical origin of this system, 
how it sprang from the fact that the Constitutions of the 
colonies having been given to them by an external authority 
superior to the colonial legislature, the people of each State, 
seeing that they could no longer obtain chauges in their 
Constitution from Britain,· assumed to themselves the right 
and duty of remodelling it; putting the collective citizendom 
of the State into the place of the British Crown as sovereign. 
The business of creating or remodelling an independent com
monwealth was to their thinking too great a matter to be left 
to the ordinary organs of State life. This feeling, which had 

1 Moch Importance baa come to he attached in England to casual parlia
mentary election. occurring when any important measure is before Parliament, 
becanse 8\lCh an election I. taken to indicate the attitude of the people gener
ally towarda the measure, and by consequence the jndgment they wonld pro. 
nOUDee were a general election held. There have been instances in which a 
measure or part of a measure pending In Parliament has been dropped, because 
the result of the" bY-41lection .. was taken to indicate that it displeased tho 
people. 
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begun to grow from 1176 onwards, was much strengthened. by 
the manner in which the Federal Constitution was enacted in 
1188 by State conventions. It seemed. to have thus received 
a specially solemn ratification; and even the Federal legis
lature, which henceforth was the centre of national politics, 
was placed far beneath the document which expressed the will 
of the people as a whole. 

As the republic went on working out both in theory and in 
practice those conceptions of democracy and popular sover
eignty which had been only va.,ouely apprehended when enun
ciated at the Revolution, the faith of the average man in 
himself became stronger, his love of equality greater, his 
desire, not only to rule, but to rule directly in his own proper 
person, more constant. These sentiments would have told still 
further upon State governments had they not found large 
scope in local government. However, even in State affairs 
they made it an article of faith that no Constitution could 
be enacted. save by the direct vote of the citizens; and they 
inclined the citizens to seize such chances as occurred of 
making laws for themselves in their own way. Concurrently 
with the growth of these tendencies there had been a decline 
in the quality of the State legislatures, and of the legislation 
which they turned out. They were regarded with less respect; 
they inspired less confidence. Hence the people had the 
further excuse for superseding the legislature, that they might 
reasonably fear it would neglect or spoil the work they desired 
to see done. 

Instead of being stimulated by this distrust to mend their 
ways and recover their former powers, the State legislatures 
fell in with the tendency, and promoted. their own superses· 
sion. The chief interest of their members, as will be explained 
later, is in the passing of special or local Acts, not of general 
public legislation. They are extremely timid, easily swayed by 
any active section of opinion, and afraid to stir when placed 
between the opposite fires of two such sections, as for instance, 
between the Prohibitionists and the liquor-sellers. Hence they 
welcomed the direct intervention of the people as relieving 
them of embarrassing problems. They began to refer to the 
decision of a popular vote matters clearly within their own 
proper competence, such as the question of liquor traffic, or thb 
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creation of a system of gratuitous schools. This happened as 
far back as thirty years ago. Presently they began to wash 
their hands by the same device of the troublesome and jealousy
provoking question where the capital of the State, or its lead
ing public institutions, should be "located." I In New York, 
the legislature having been long distracted and perplexed by 
the question whether articles made by convicts in the State 
prisons should be allowed to be sold, and so to compete with 
articles made by private manufacturers, recently resolved to 
invite the opinion of the multitude, and accordingly passed an 
Act under which the question was voted on over the whole 
State. They could not (except of course by proposing a con
stitutional amendment) enable the people to legislate on the 
poiut j for it has been often held by American courts that the 
legislature, having received a delegated power of law-making, 
cannot delegate that power to any other person or body.1 But 
they could ask the people to advise them how.they should leg
islate j and having obtained· its view in this manner, could 
pass a statute in conformity with its wishes. 

The methods by"which legislative power is directly vested in 
the American voters are two. One is the enactment or amend
ment by them of a Constitution. Here the likeness to the Swiss 
Referendum is close, because the law to be made is first drafted 
and passed by the convention or legislature (as the case may 
be) and then submitted to the people. How wide the scope of 
this method is will be realized by one who has followed the 
account already given of the number and variety of the topics 
dealt with by State Constitutions. 

The other method is the submission to popular vote, pursu
ant to the provisions of the Constitution, of a proposal or pro
posals therein specified. If such a proposal has been first 
passed by the legislature, we have here also an instance of a 
Referendum in the Swiss sense. If however the legislature 
have not given their decision on the proposal, but the popular 

I Thla Ia now the general rule In new constitutions. Washiugton provides 
that though a bare majority may settle where the seat of State governmeut 
ahall be, a majority of two-thirds aha1J be reqoired to change it. 

t According to the maxim Deltgata pol.,tlU ROn delegalur, a maxim which 
wooJd not apply In EugJaod, because there Parliament has an original aDd not 
a delegated authority. 

Judge Cooley aays: .. One of the settled mu:Im8 of coostitotional Jaw is that 
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vote at the polls takes place in obedience to a direction in that 
behalf contained in the Constitution, this is not strictly a Re
ferendum, but a case of legislation by the people alone, as if 
the voters of the State were all gathered in one assembly. 

Of these two methods the former needs no further illustration. 
Examples of the second, in both its forms, abound in the more 
recent Constitutions. So far back as 1843 we find Wisconsin 
referring it to the voters to decide whether or no banks shall be 
chartered.l Minnesota declares that a certain class of railway 
laws shall not take effect unless submitted to and ratified by a 
majority of the electors. And she provides, by a later amend
ment to her Constitution, that "the moneys belonging to the 
internal improvement land fund shall never be appropriated 
for any purpose till the enactment for that purpose shall have 
been approved by a majority of the electors of the State, voting 
at the annual general election following the passage of the 

the power conferred npon the legislature to make laws cannot be delegated by 
that department to any other body or authority. Where the sovereign power 
of the State has located the authority, there it must bilmain; and by the con
stitutional authority alone the laws must be made until the Constitution itself 
is changed. The power to whose judgment, wisdom, and patriotism, his high 
prerogative has been entrusted cannot relieve itself of the responsibility by 
choosing other agencies upon which the power shall be devolved" (ConsUt. 
Limit., p.I41). He quotes from Locke (Gillil GOllernment, § 142) the remark 
that" The legislature neither must nor can transfer the power of making laws to 
anybody else, or place it anywhere but where the people have." This is one of 
Locke's" bounds set to the legislative power of every commonwealth in every 
form of govemment"; but it has not precluded the British Parliament from 
delegating large, and in many cases truly legislative, powers to particular 
persons or authorities, such as the Crown in Council. 

There has been much difference of opinion among American courts as to the 
extent to which a legislature may refer the operatiou of a general law to popu
lar vote in a loeality, but" the clear weight of authority is in support of legis
lation of the nature commouly known as local option laws." -Cooley, ut supra, 
p. 152; and see the cases collected in his notes. 

1 Constitution of 1843, Art. xi. § 6. - .. The legislature may submit to the 
voters at any general electiou the question of • B,an!' or no bank?' and if at 
any such election a number of votes equal to a majorIty of all the votes cast at 
such election on that subject shall be in favour of banks, then the legislature 
shall have power to grant bank charters, or. to pass a general banking I.aw, 
with such restrictions and under such rellulatious as they may deem expedleut 
for the protection of the bill·holders: .rrovided, that no such grant or law 
shall have any force or effect uutil the same shall have been submitted to a 
vote of the electors of the State at some general election, and been approved 
by a majority of the votes cast on that subject at such elec~ion:" Here the 
question is to come twice befo~ the peo~le. S~e al!,o the ConstItutIons o~ Io',Va, 
Michigau, Illinois, Kansas, OhIO, and ~bssourl .. Kentucky by herconst.tutlOn 
of 1Il!ll, § 50, provides that (with certam exceptIons) .. uo law shall be enacted 
to take effect upon the approval of any other authority than the General. 
Assembly." 
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Act." 1 In this last instance the referendum goes the length of 
constituting the voters the ultimate financial authority for the 
State, withdrawing from the legislature what might seem the 
oldest and most essential of its functions. So in not a few States 
DO debts beyond a certain specified amount may be contracted 
except in pursuance of a vote of the people: and in others the 
rate of taxation is linlited to a certain ratio to the total valu
ation of the State, subject to a power to increase the same by 
popular vote. And in California no law changing the seat of 
the State government is valid unless approved by the people. 

It is not uncommon for proposals submitted by the legis
lature in the form of constitutional amendments to be rejected 
by the people: Thus in Indiana, Nebraska, Ohio, and Oregon, 
the legislature submitted amendments extending the suffrage 
to women, and the people in all four States refused the exten
sion. In Colorado, where the Constitution of 1876 had pro
vided for taking a special vote on the point, the legislature 
passed its woman franchise la~, and laid it before the people 
in October 1877, when it was rejected by 14,000 votes to 7400. 
So West Virginia by her constitution of 1872, and South 
Dakota by hers of 1889, submitted proposals for proportional 
representation, which failed of acceptance. 

The same princi~le of popular vote has been widely applied 
to local as well as to State government. Many recent Consti
tutions provide that the approval of the people at the polls 
shall be needed in order to validate a decision of the city, or 
county, or school district, or township authority regarding bor
rowing, or taxing, or lending public funds to some enterprise 
it may be desired to assist. Licensing questions are usually 
left to popular determination alone, with no interference by 
the local representative authority: while as respects municipal 
government, California has taken the novel course of allowing 
cities of more than 10,000 inhabitants to make their own char
ters, by the action of a drafting board of fifteen freeholders 
and a ratifying vote of the people, the State legislature hav
ing only a veto on the charter en bloc.' 

I Amendments of 1871 aDd 1874 to the CoDBtitution of 1857 • 
• Amendment of 1887 to the Coostitution of California. Washiogton (Conat. 

of 1889, Art. xl. f 12), adopting a similar provision, restricts it to cities with a 
population of 20,000 or over, but drops the requirement of jlpproval by the 
State Legislature. See, for specimeDB of popular vote provisioDB for local 
areas, Appendix, note to Chapter XLIX. 
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What are the practicai advantages of this plan of direct 
legislation by the people? Its demerits are obvious. Besides 
those I have already stated, it tends to lower the authority and 
sense of re&ponsibility in the legislature j and it refers matters 
needing much elucidation by debate to the determination of 
those who cannot, on !Lccount of their numbers, meet together 
for discussion, and many of whom may have never thought 
about the matter. These considerations will to most Euro
peans appear decisive against it. The proper course, they will 
say, is to.improve the legislatures. The less you trust them, 
the worse they will be. They may be ignorant; yet not so 

. ignorant as the masses. 
But the improvement of the legislatures is just what the 

Americans despair of, or, as they prefer to say, have not 
time to attend to. Hence they fall back on the direct popular 
vote as the best course available under the circumstances of 
the case, and in such a world as the present. They do not 
claim that it has any great educative effect on the people. 
But they remark with truth that the mass of the people are 
equal in intelligence and character to the average State legis
lator, and are exposed to fewer temptations. The legislator 
can be " got at," the people cannot. The personal interest of 
the individual legislator in passing a measure for chartering 
banks or spending tIle internal improvement fund may be 
greater than his interest as one of the community in prevent
ing bad laws. It will be otherwise with the bulk of the 
citizens. The legislator may be subjected by the advocates of 
women's suffrage or liquor prohibition to a pressure irresistible 
by ordinary mortals j but the citizens are too numerous to be 
all wheedled or threatened. Hence they can and do reject 
proposals which the legislature has assented to. Nor should it 
be forgotten that in a country where law depends for its force 
on the consent of the governed, it is eminently desirable that 
law should not outrun popular sentiment, but have the whole 
weight of the people's deliverance behind it.l 

1 In the ease of local option there is the further argument that to commit 
the question of licences to a local representative is virtually to make the elec
tion of that authority turn upon this single question, and that there is an ad
vantage in making a restriction on the freedom of the individual issue directly 
from the vote of the people, who may feel themselves doubly bound to enforce 
what they have directly enacted. 
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A brilliant, though severe, critic of Canadian institutions I 
deplores the want of some similar arrangement in the several 
Provinces of the Dominion. Having remarked that the veto 
of the lieutenant-governor on the Acts of a Provincial legis
lature is in practice a nullity, and that the central government 
never vetoes such Acts except where they are held to exceed 
the constitutional competence of the legislature, he urges that 
what is needed to cure the faults of Provincial legislation is 
to borrow the American plan of submitting constitutional 
amendments (and, he might add, laws) to popular vote. "The 
people cannot be lobbied, wheedled, or bull-dozed; the people 
is not in fear of its re-election if it throws out something 
supported by the Irish, the Prohibitionist, the Catholic, or the 
Methodist vote." 

If the practice of recasting or amending State Constitutions 
were to grow common, one of the advantages of direct legis
lation by the people would disappear, for the sense of per
manence would be gone, and the same mutability which is 
now possible in ordinary statutes would become possible in the 
provisions of the fundamental law. But this fault of small 
democracies,' especially when ruled by primary assemblies, is 
unlikely to recur in large democracies, such as most States have 
now become, nor does it seem to be on the increase among 
them. Reference to the people, therefore, acts as a conserva
tive force; that is to say, it is a conservative method as com
pared with action by the legislature. 

In England, and indeed in most European countries, repre-
8entative government has been hitherto an institution with 
markedly conservative elements, because the legislating repre-
8entatives have generally belonged to the wealthy or well-born 
and educated classes, who, having something to lose by change, 
are disinclined to it, who have been looked up to by the masses, 
and who have been imperfectly responsive to popular impulses. 
American legislatures have none of these features. The men 
are not superior to the multitude, partly because the multitude 

1 Hr. Goldwin 8mlth. 
I 80 freqnent a charge against the Greek repnblics and the Italian repnblica 

of the middle agel, .. Dante says, apostrophizing Florence-
U Cht 

• mezzo Novembre. 
Non ginnge qnel che tn d' Ottobre 1I.li:' 
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is tolerably educated and tolerably well off. The multitude 
does not defer to them. They are horribly afraid of it, and 
indeed of any noisy section in it. They live in the breath of 
its favour; they hasten to fulfil its behests almost before they 
are uttered. Accordingly an impulse or passion dominant 
among the citizens tells at once on the legislature, and finds 
expression in a law, the only check being, not the caution of that 
body and its willingness to debate at length, but the incapacity 
it often shows to embody in a practical form the wishes mani
fested by the people. Hence in the American States repre
sentative government has by no means that conservative 
quality which Europeans ascribe to it, whereas the direct vo.te 
of the. people is the vote of men who are generally better in
structed than the European masses, more experienced in poli
tics, more sensible of their interest in the stability of the 
country. If, therefore, we regard the referendum in its effect 
upon the State legislature, we shall regard it as being rather a 
bit and bridle than a spur. 

This method of legislation by means of a Constitution or 
amendments thereto, arising from sentiments and under con
ditions in ma~y respects similar to those which have produced 
the referendum in Switzerland, is an interesting illustration of 
the tendency of institutions, like streams, to wear their channels 
deeper. A historical accident, so to speak, suggested to the 
Americans the subjection of their legislatures to a funda
mental law, and the invention has been used for other purposes 
far more extensively than its creators foresaw. It is now, more
over, serviceable in a way which those who first used it did not 
contemplate, though they are well pleased with the result. It 
acts as a restraint not only on the vices and follies of legisla
tors, but on the people themselves. Having solemnly bound 
themselves by their Constitution to certain rules and principles, 
the people come to respect those principles. They have 
parted with powers which they might be tempted in a moment 
of excitement, or under the pressure of suffering, to abuse 
through their too pliant representatives; and although they 
can resume these powers by enacting a new Constitution or 
amending the old one, the process of resumption requires time, 
and involves steps which secure care and deliberation, while 
allowing passion to cool, and the prospect of a natural relief 
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from economic evils to appear. It has been well observed by 
Dr. Ton Holst I that the completeness and consistency with 
which the principle of direct sovereignty of the whole people 
is carried out in America has checked revolutionary tendencies, 
by pointing out a peaceful and legal method for the effecting 
of political or economical changes, and has fostered that dispo
sition to respect the decision of the majority which is essential 
to the success of popular governments. 

State Constitutions, considered as laws drafted by a Con
Tention and enacted by the people at large, are better both in 
form and substance than laws made by the legislature, because 
they are the work of abler, or at any rate of honester, men, 
acting under a special commission which imposes special re
sponsibilities on them. The appointment of a Constitutional 
Convention excites general interest in a State. Its functions 
are weighty, far transcending those of the regular legislature. 
Hence some of the bl!st men in the State desire a seat in it, 
and, in particular, eminent lawyers become candidates, know
ing how much it will affect the law they practise. It is there
fore a body superior in composition to either the Senate or the 
House of a State. Its proceedings are followed with closer 
attention; and it is exempt from the temptations with which 
the power of disposing of public funds bestrews the path of 
ordinary legislators; its debates are more instructive; its con- . 
clusions are more carefully weighed, becanse they cannot be 
readily reversed.' Or if the work of altering the constitution 
is carried out by a series of amendments, these are likely to be 
more fully considered by the legislature than ordinary statutes 
would be, and to be framed with more regard to clearness and 
precision.' 

In the interval between the settlement by the convention of 
its draft constitution, or by the legislatnre of its draft amend-

I C..,utitutionallAne of 1M United Stota, § 90. 
'Where It Ia desired not to complicate the acceptance or rejection of a 

draft <OD8titUtiOD with the enaetment of IIOme particular provisiou, that pro
oriaion ia IIep&I'Iltel,lIUbmitted to the people; if til .. , approve it, it is iruoerted 
in tbe _itUtiOD. 

• Tbere ia mucll OODtl'OTelllJ in America as to whether the better method of 
"'forming a eoDlititUtiOD be to recast it by a ....... eution or remo .. e particular 
blemiahea by a .,riee of amendment&. Probably the oue plan or the other is 
.., be preferred, ..,..,rding to the eoudition of public 8eIltiment and the Iikeli
bond or eecuriD« a IItlOng ....... entioD. 



476 THE STATE GOVERNMENTS PART n 

ments, and the putting of the matter to the vote of the people, 
there is copious discussion in the press and at public meetings, 
so that the citizens often go well prepared to the polls. An 
all-pervading press does the work which speeches did in the 
ancient republics, and the fact that constitutions and amend
ments so submitted are frequently rejected, shows that the peo
ple, whether they act wisely or not, do not at any rate surrender 
themselves blindly to the judgment of a convention, or obedi
ently adopt the proposals of a legislature. 

These merits are indeed not always claimable for conventions 
and their remodelled constitutions, much· less for individual 
amendments. The Constitution of California of 1879 (whereof 
more in a later chapter) is a striking instance to the contrary; 
nor have the recent Conventions even of such old States-as 
Mississippi and Kentucky shewn all the judgment that the 
problems before them required. But a general survey of this 
branch of our inquiry leads to the conclusion that the peoples 
of the several States, in the exercise of this their highest func
tion, show little of that haste, that recklessness, that love of 
change for the sake of change, with which European theorists, 
both ancient and modern, have been wont to credit democracy; 
and that the method of direct; legislation· by the citizens, liable 
as it doubtless is to abuse, causes, in the present condition of 

·the States, fewer evils than it prevents. 
It would. doubtless be better, if good legislatures were attain

able, to leave the enactment of what are really mere statutes 
to the legislature, instead of putting them in a Constitution. 
But if good legislatures are unattainable, if it is impossible to 
raise the Senate and the House of each State above that low 
level at which (as we shall presently see) they now stand, 
then the system of direct popular action may be justified as a 
salutary effort of the forces which make for good government, 
opening for themselves a new channel. 



CHAPTER XL 

ITA.TE GOVERNMENTS: THE LEGISLA.TURE 

THB similarity of the frame of government in the forty-four 
republics which make up the United States, a similarity which 
appears the more remarkable when we remember that each of 
these republics is independent and self-determined as respects 
its frame of government, is due to the common source whence 
the governments flow. They are all copies, some immediate, 
some mediate, of ancient English institutions, viz. chartered self
governing corporations, which, under the influence of English 
habits, and with the precedent of the English parliamentary 
system before their eyes, developed into governments resem
bling that of England in the eighteenth century. Each of the 
thirteen colonies had up to 1716 been regulated by a charter 
from the British Crown, which, according to the best and oldest 
of all English traditions, allowed it the practical management 
of its own affairs. The charter contained a sort of skeleton 
constitution, which usage had clothed with nerves, muscles, and 
sinews, till it became a complete working system of free govern
ment. There was in each a governor, in two colonies chosen 
by the people, 1 in the rest nominated by the crown or the" pro
prietor" i there was a legislature i there were executive officers 
acting under the governor's commission and judges nominated 
by him i there were local self-governing communities. In none, 
however, did there exist what we call cabinet government, i.e. 
the rule of the legislature through a committee of its own 
members, coupled with the irresponsibility of the permanent 
nominal head of the executive. This separation of the execu-

I However. In Rhode Island the governor was chosen, not as now by the 
people at large, bnt by the Company assembled in general court, a body which 
p888ed Into the legislature of the colony. See Charter of Rhode Island, 1663. 
In Connecticnt the general court chose if the people failed to elect, or a sudden 
Ylicancy occurred. 

'" 
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tive from the legislature, which naturally arose from the fact 
that.the governor was an officer directly ·responsible to another 
power than the colonial legislature, viz. the British Crown, his 
own master to whom he stood or fell,! distinguishes the old 
colonial governments of North America from those of the 
British colonies of the present day, in all of which cabinet 
government prevails.! The latter are copies of the present 
Constitution of England; the former resembled it as it existed 
in the seventeenth and beginning of the eighteenth century 
before cabinet government had grown up. 

When the thirteen colonies became sovereign States at the 
Revolution, they preserved this frame of government, substi
tuting a gover:n.or chosen by the State for one appointed by the 
Crown. As the new States admitted to the Union after 1789 
successively formed their constitutions prior to their admission 
to the Union, each adopted the same scheme, its people imitat
ing, as was natural, the older commonwealths whence they 
came, and whose working they understood and admired! They 
were the more inclined to do so because they found in the older 
constitutions that sharp separation of the executive, legisla
tive, and judicial powers which the political philosophy of those 
days taught them to regard as essential to a free government, 
and they all take this separation as their point of departure. 

I have observed in an earlier chapter that the influence on 
the framers of the Federal Constitution of the examples of free 
government which they found in their several States, had been 
profound. We may sketch out a sort of genealogy of Govern
ments as follows:-

First. The English incorporated Company, a self-governi:ng 
body, with its governor, deputy-governor, and assistants chosen 
by the freemen of the company, and meeting in what is called 
the General Court or Assembly. 

1 Even in Connecticut and Rhode Island the governor, though chosen by the 
colony, wlls in a sense responsible to the Crown. 

S Of course in the British self-governing colonies the governor is still re
sponsible to the Crown, but this responsibility is confined within narrow limits 
by the responsibility of his ministers to the colonial legislature and by the wide 
powers of that legislatUre. 

• Massachusetts worked for several years with a small council 88 the execu
tive power representing the former Crown governor, but in 1780 she came back 
to the plan of a single governor, while retaining, 88 she still retains, a council 
surrounding him. 
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Next. The Colonial Government, which out of this Company 
evolves a governor or executive head and a legislature, consist
ing of representatives chosen by the citizens and meeting in 
one or two chambers. 

Thirdly. The State Government, which is nothing but the 
colonial government developed and somewhat democratized, 
with a governor chosen originally by the legislature, now 
always by the people at large, and now in all cases with a leg
islature of two chambers. From the original thirteen States 
this form has spread over the Union and prevails in every State. 

Lastly. The Federal Government, modelled after the State 
Governments, with its President chosen, through electors, by 
the people, its two-chambered legislature, its judges named by 
the President! 

Out of such small beginnings have great things grown. 
It would be endless to describe the minor differences in the 

systems of the forty-four States. I will sketch the outlines 
only, which, as already observed, are in the main the same 
everywhere. 

Every State has-
An executive elective head, the governor. 
A number of other administrative officers. 
A legislature of two houses. 
A system of courts of justice. 
Various subordinate local self-governing communities, coun

ties, cities, townships, villages, school districts_ 
The governor and the other chief officials are not now chosen 

by the legislature, 88 was the case under most of the older 
State Constitutions, but by the people. They are as far as 
possible disjoined from the legislature. Neither the governor 
nor any other State official can sit in a State legislature.' He 
cannot lead it. It cannot, except of course by passing statutes, 
restrain him. There can therefore be no question of any gov-

I One might add another generation at the beginning of this genealogy by 
deriving the English corporate company from the Roman collegia, and a gen
eration at the end by observing how much the constitution of modern Switzer
land owes to that of the United Statee. 

I In Rhode Island, however, the lieutenant-governor is a member of the 
Senate, the governor presiding, but with only a casting vote. When the gov
ernor is absent, the lieutenant-governor presides, and haa a casting Tote besides 
his own Tote .. senator. 
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ernment by ministers who link the executive to the legislature 
according to the system of the free countries of modern Europe 
and of the British colonies. 

Of these several powers it is best to begin by describing the 
legislature, because it is by far the strongest and most promi
nent. 

An American State legislature always consists of two houses, 
the smaller called the Senate, the larger usually called the 
House of Representatives, though in six States it is entitled 
"The Assembly," and in three "The House of Delegates." 
The origin of this very interesting feature is to be sought 
rather in history than in theory. It is due partly to the fact 
that in some colonies there had existed a small governor's 
council in addition to the popular representative body, partly 
to a natural disposition to imitate the mother country with its 
Lords and Commons, a disposition which manifested itself 
both in colonial days and when tha revolting States were giv
ing themselves new Constitutions, for up to 1776 some of the 
colonies had gone on with a legislature of one house only. 
Now, however, the need for two chambers is deemed an axiom 
of political science, being based on the belief that the innate 
tendency of an assembly to become hasty, tyrannical, and cor
rupt, needs to be checked by the c<Hlxistence of another house 
of equal authority. The Americans restrain their legislatures 
by dividing them, just as the Romans restrained their execu
tive by substituting two consuls for one king. The only States 
that ever tried to do with a single houSe were Peunsylvania, 
Georgia, and Vermont, all of whom gave it up: the first after 
four years' experience, the second after twelve years, the last 
after fifty years. I It is With these trilling exceptions the quod 

I Upon this subject of the division of the legislature, see Kent's Commen
taries, i. 208-210; and Story's Commentaries on the .American Constitution, 
§§ 548-570. It deserves to be remarked that the Pennsylvania Constitution of 
1786, the Georgian Constitution of 1777, and the Vermont Constitutions of 1786 
and 1793, all of which constituted one house of legislature only, provided for a 
second body called the Executive Council, which in Georgia had the duty of 
examining bills sent to it by the Honse of Assembly. and of remonstrating 
against any provisions they disapproved, and in Vermont was empowered to 
submit to the Assembly amendments to bills sent up to them by the latter. 
and in case the Assembly did not accept such amendments, to snspend the 
passing of the bill till the next sessiou of the legislature. In 1789, Georgia 
abolished her Council, and divided her legislature into two houses; Pennsyl-
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_per, quod ubique, quod ab omnibus of American constitutional 
doctrine.l 

Both houses are chosen by popular vote, generally I in equal 
electoral districts, and by the same voters, although in a few 
States there are minor variatious as to modes of choice.s Illi
nois by her Constitution of 1870, and Michigan by a statute of 
1889, create a system of proportional representation by means 
of the cumulative vote; i.e. the elector may cast as many votes 
for anyone candidate as there are representatives to be elected 
in the district, or may distribute his votes among the candi
dates. The plan seems to give satisfaction in Illinois, where the 
northern counties (called Canaan) have usually had a Republi
can, the southern (called Egypt) a Democratic, majority, so 
that there were special reasons for breaking the party solidity 
of each section. 
vania did thell8Dle in 1790; Vermont in 1836. Both Pennsylvania and Vermont 
bad al80 a body called the Conncil of Censors, wbo may be compared with the 
Nomothetll! of Athens, elected every leven years, and cbarged with the duty 
of ezamining the laws of the State and their execution, and of suggestiug 
amendmenlL This body W88 abolished in Pennsylvania in 1790, hut lasted on 
In Vermont till 1870. All these experiments well deserve the stndy of consti
tutional historians. 

1 It ooght to be notsd 88 an Illnstration of tbe divergences between coun
tries both bighly democratic that in the cantons of Switzerland the legislaturee 
oonsiat of one chamber only. In most of these cantons there is, to be sure, a 
"'ferendllm and a small executive council. Another remarkable divergence 
Ia that whe ..... in America, and especially in the West, the tendency is towards 
.. rotation" in office, in Switzerland an official and a member of a legislature 
Ia Ullnally continned in biB post from one term to another, in fact is seldom 
displaced except for BOme positive fault. At one time officials were steadily 
I'IM!lected in Connecticnt. 

I In Conneetlcnt, every town wbleb bad two members in 1874 still returns 
two, whateTer Its aize, and new towns obtain two members when they reach 
l1OOO. ThUll 42,000 voters have 133 members in the Bonae, and 9'l,OOO only 117 
members; a great many very 8IDall placee having each two members. The 
State Ie virtually governed by the repreeentatives of .. rotten boroughs," and 
as they form the majority, they have hitherto refused to submit to the people 
a constitntional amendment for a redistribution of seats on the basis of equal 
population. The recent tronbles in the State are partly due to this 8l<cessh-e 
difficulty in reforming an antiquated Constitution. In BOme Ststea there has 
been audacious gerrymandering. The Sopreme court of Wisconsin recen~ly 
declared inconsistent with the Constitntion a redistricting of the State whleb 
bad neglected connty boundaries and created very nnequal district&. 

• For Inatance, In Rhode Island every town or city, be it great or small, 
retorns one &eDator; and thns it lately befel that a popnlation of 253,000 in 13 
cities and towna bad 13 Mnatora, while 23 towns with 20,000 people sent 23 
lleoatora. In Illinois, every diatrict returns one senator and three repre8enta
tivea. 

VOL. I $1 
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The following differences between the rules governing the 
two Houses are general:-

1. The senatorial electoral districts are always larger, 
usually twice or thrice as large as the House districts, and the 
number of senators is, of course, in the same proportion smaller 
than tha.t of representatives. 

2. A senator is usually chosen for a longer term than a repre
sentative. In twenty-eight States he sits for four years, in 
one (New Jersey) for three, in thirteen for two, in two 
(Massachusetts and Rhode Island) for one year only; the 
usual term of a representative being two years. 

3. In most cases the Senate, instead of being elected all at 
once like the House, is only partially renewed, half its members 
going out when their two, or four, years have been completed, 
and a new half coming in. This gives it a sense of continuity 
which the House wants. 

4. In some States the age at which a man is eligible for the 
Senate is fixed higher than that for the House of Representa
tives; and in one (Delaware) he must own freehold land of 
200 acres or real or personal estate of the value of £1000 
(Const. of 1192, repeated in Const. of 1831). Other restric
tions on eligibility, such as the exclusion of clergymen (which 
still exists in six States, and is of old standing), that of sala
ried public officials (which exists everywhere), that of United 
States officials and members of Congress, and that of persons 
not resident in the electoral district (frequent by law and 
practically universal by custom), apply to both Houses. In 
some States this last restriction goes so far that a member 
ceasing to reside in the district for which he was elected loses 
his seat ipso facto: 

I have dwelt in an earlier chapter (Chap. XIV.) on the 
strength of this local feeling as regards congressional elections, 
and on the results, to a European eye mostly unfortunate, which 
it produces. It is certainly no weaker in State elections. 
Nobody dreams of offering himself as a candidate for a place 
in which he does not reside, even in new States, where it might 
be thought that there had not been time for local feeling to 
spring up. Hence the educated and leisured residents of the 
greater cities have no chance of entering the State legislature 
except for the city district wherein they dwell; and as these 
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city districts are those most likely to be in the hands of some 
noxious and selfish ring of professional politicians, the prospect 
for such an aspirant is a dark one. Nothing more contributes 
to make reform difficult than the inveterate habit of choosing 
residents only as members. Suppose an able and public
spirited man desiring to enter theAsse~bly or the Senate of 
his State and shame the offenders who are degrading or plun
dering it. He may be wholly unable to find a seat, because in 
his place of residence the party opposed to his own may hold 
a permanent majority, and he will not be even considered else
where. Suppose a group of earnest men who, knowing how 
little one man can effect, desire to enter the legislature at the 
same time and work together. Such a group can hardly arise 
except in or near a great city. It cannot effect an entrance, 
because the city has at best very few seats to be seized, and 
the city men cannot offer themselves in any other part of the 
State. That the restriction often rests on custom, not on law, 
makes the case more serious. A law can be repealed, but cus
tom has to be unlearned; the one may be done in a moment 
of happy impulse, the other needs the teaching of long experi
ence applied to receptive minds. 

The fact is, that the Americans have ignored in all their 
legislative as in many of their administrative arrangements; 
the differences of capacity between man and man. They 
underrate the difficulties of government and overrate the ca,
pacities of the man of common sense. Great are the bless
ings of equality; but what follies are com~itted in its 
name I 

The unfortunate results of this local sentiment have been 
aggravated by the tendency to narrow the election areas, allot
ting one senator or representative to each district. Under the 
older Constitution of Connecticut, for instance, the twelve 
senators were elected out of the whole State by a popular 
vote. Now (Amdts. of A.D. 1828) the twenty-four senators 
are chosen by districts, and the Senate is to-day an inferior 
body, because then the best men of the whole State might be 
chosen, now it is possible only to get the leading men of the 
districts. In Massachusetts, under the Constitution of 1780, the 
senators were chosen by districts, but a district might return 
as many as six senators: the Assembly men were chosen by 
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towns,! each corporate town having at least o11e representative, 
and more in proportion to its population, the proportion being 
at the rate of one additional member for every 215 ratable polls. 
In 1836 the scale of population to representatives was raised, 
and a plan prescribed (too complicated to be he;'e set forth) 
under which towns below the population entitling them to one 
representative, should have a representative during a. certain 
number of years out of every ten years, the census being 
taken decennially. Thus a small town might send a member 
to the Assembly for five years out of every ten, choosing 
alternate years, or the first five, or the last five, as it pleased. 
Now, however (Amdts.of A..D. 1851), the State has been divided 
into forty Senatorial districts, each of which returns one sena
tor only, and in 115 Assembly districts, returning, one, two, 
or, in a few cases, three representatives each. The composition 
of the legislature has declined ever since this change was 
made. The area of choice being smaller, inferior men are 
chosen; and in the case of the Assembly districts which re
turn one member, but are composed of several small towns, the 
practice has grown up of giving each town its turn, so that not 
even the leading man of the district, but the leading man of 
the particular small community whose turn has come round, 
is chosen to sit in the Assembly. 

Universal manhood suffrage, subject to certain disqualifica
tions in respect of crime (including bribery and polygamy) 
and of the receipt of poor law relief, which prevail in many 
States-in eight States no pauper can vote-is the rule in 
nearly all the States. One State (Wyoming, admitted in 1890) 
gives the suffrage to women. A property qualification was 
formerly required in many, and lasted till 1888 in Rhode 
Island, where the possession of real estate valued at $134, or 
the payment of a tax of at least $1 was required from all 
citizens not natives of the United States.' Five other States 
(Delaware, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and Mis-

1 A town or township means in New England, and indeed generally in the 
United States, a small rural district, as opposed to a city. It is a community 
which has not received representative municipal government. - See Chapter 
XLVIII. post. 

S Rhode Island, however, retains a qualification for the purposes of voting 
for certain financial officers. A good many constitutions forbid the imposi
tion of any property qualification. 
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sissippi) require the voter to have paid some State or county 
tax (Massachusetts and Tennessee call it a poll tax) j but if 
he does not pay it, his party usually pay it for him, so the 
restriction is of little practical importance. Massachusetts also 
requires that he shall be able to read the State Constitution in 
English, and to write his name (Arndt. of 1857), Connecticut, 
that he shall be able to read any section of the Constitution or 
of the statutes, and shall sustain a good moral character (Amdts. 
of 1855 and 18(5). This educational test is of no great conse
quence, partly, no doubt, because illiteracy is not high in 
either State j and under the new ballot laws it will scarcely 
be needed. In Massachusetts it has latterly been pretty well 
enforced, but for a while the pltrty managers on both sides 
agreed not to trouble voters about it. Mississippi prescribes 
that the person applying to be registered" shall be able to read 
any section of the Constitution or be able to understand the 
same when read to him, or give a reasonable interpretation 
thereof" (Const. of 1890).1 Certain terms of residence within 
the United States, in the particular State, and in the voting 
districts, are also required: these vary greatly from State to 
State, but are usually short. 

The suffrage is generally the same for other purposes as for 
that of elections to the legislature, and is in most States con
fined to male inhabitants. In a few States wqmen are per
mitted to vote at school district and in one (Kansas) at mu
nicipal elections,' and in these no disability has been imposed 

1 Tbe reaaonable interpretation of this remarkable provision seems to be 
that It is Inteoded to furnish a peacefol method of excludiug illiterate negroes 
aud Including Illiterate whites: a resolt which has been in fact attained, aud 
which, tbougb It may appear at variance witb tbe spirit of the fifteentb amend
meut to the Federal Coustltution, is uuder the circumstances of Mississippi 
possibly not tbe worst 8OIutiou of a difficnlt problem. 

Tbe Conetltntlon of Colorado, 1876, allowa Ita legislature to prescribe an 
educational qualification for electors, bnt no sucb law is to take effect prior to 
A.D. 1890. Florida by ita Constitntion of 1868 directed ita legislature to pre
ICribe such qnalificatioDS, whicb, bowever, were not to apply till after 1880, nor 
to auy pereou who might then be already a voter. (Iu the Constitution of 1886 
I find no such provision.) On the other band, the Constitutiou of Alabama 
forbids any edncational qualification to be Imposed. It is curions, yet easily 
explicable, that one of the leaat educated State8 ahould prohibit what two of 
the beat educated State8 8Ipreasly prescribe. The aafeguard is applied where 
It Ia I_t, aud forbidden where it Ia most, needed. In Alabama it would have 
ucluded most of the negroes aud many of the poor whites. 

• Mlnneeota and Colorado, u wellu the Dakotas and Montana, give the sehool 
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upon married women; nor has it been attempted, in the variol1S 
constitutional amendments framed to give political suffrage to 
women, but hitherto always (except in· Wyoming) rejected by 
the people, to draw such a distinction, which would indeed be 
abhorrent to the genius of American law. 

It is important to remember that, by the Coustitution of the 
United States, the right of suffrage in Federal or national elec
tions (i.e. for presidential electors and members of Congress) 
is in each State that which the State confers on those who vote 
at the election of its more numerous House. That the differ
ences which might exist between one State and another in the 
width of the Federal franchise thus granted, are at present 
insignificant is due, partly to the prevalence of democratic 
theories of equality over the whole Union, partly to the provi
sion of the fourteenth amendment to the Federal Coustitution, 
which reduces the representation of a State in the Federal 
House- of Representatives, and therewith also its weight in a 
presidential election, in proportion to the number of adult male 
citizens disqualified in that State. As a State desires to have 
its full weight in national politics, it has a strong motive for 
the widest possible enlargement of its Federal franchise, and 
this implies a corresponding width in its domestic franchise. 

The number of members of the legislature varies greatly from 
State to State. Delaware, with nine senators, has the smallest 
Senate, illinois, with fifty-one, the largest. Delaware has also 
the smallest House of Representatives, consisting of twenty-one 
members; while New Hampshire, a very small State, has the 
largest with 321. The New York houses number 32 and 128 
respectively, those of Pennsylvania 50 and 201, those of Massa. 
chusetts 40 and 240. In the Western and Southern States the 
number of representatives ~ely exceeds 120.1 

As there is a reason for everything in the world, if one could 
but find it out, so for this difference between the old New 
England States and those newer States which in many other 

vote to women by their Constitutions; Massacbusetts has granted it by statute; 
Washington permits the legislature to grant it; Idaho grants i1 provisionally, 
permitting the legislature to withdraw it. Montana confers what may be called 
the tax-payers' referendum or direct popnlar vote on women possessing the like 
qnalifications with men (ArL ix. § 12). 

I North Dakota, however, provides tha, its Senate may have as many .. 
50, its Honse 88 many 88 140 member&. 
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points have followed their precedents. In the New England 
States local feeling was and is intensely strong, and every little 
town wanted to have its member. In the West and South, 
local divisions have had less natnral life; in fact, they are 
artificial divisions rather than gennine communities that arose 
spontaneously. Hence the same reason did not exist in the 
West and South for having a large Assembly; while the dis
trust of representatives, the desire to have as few of them as 
possible and pay them as little as possible, have been specially 
strong motives in the West and South, as also in New York 
and Pennsylvania, and have caused a restriction of numbers. 

In all States the members of both Houses receive the same 
salary. In some cases it is fixed at an annual sum of from 
'150 (Maine) to '1500 (New York), the average being $500 
(£100). More frequently, however, it is calculated at so 
much for every day during which the session lasts, varying 
from '1 (in Rhode Island) to $8 (in California and Ntvada) 
per day (48. 2d. to £1: 13: (), ($5 seems to be the average), 
besides a small allowance, called mileage, for travelling ex
penses. These sums, although unremunerative to a man who 
leaves a thriving business to attend in the State capital, are an 
object of such desire to many of the representatives of the 
people, that the latter have thought it prudent to restrict the 
length of the legislative sessions, which now stand generally 
limited to a fixed number of days, varying from forty days in 
Georgia, Nebraska, and Oregon, to 150 days in Pennsylvania. 
The States which pay by the day are also those which limit 
the session. Some States secure themselves against prolonged 
sessions by providing that the daily pay shall diminish, or 
shall absolutely cease and determine, at the expiry of a eertain 
number of days, hoping thereby to expedite business and 
check inordinate zeal for legislation. I 

It was formerly usual for the legislature to meet annually, 
but the experience of bad legislation and over legislation has 
led to fewer as well as shorter sittings; and sessions are now 
biennial in all States but the five following: -llassachusetts, 
Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, South Carolina, all of 

I n-Umitati_ OD .. yment are lOIDetim.., where statutory. repealed for 
the -mo.. Ia the 8";_ Federal Aaaembly • member reeeiV88 .. y (168. 
per cllem) oal7 b thc.e daJII OD which he ..... 8111 to hie Dame on the roU calL 
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them old States. In these the sessions are annual, save in that 
odd little nook Rhode Island, which still convokes her legislar 
ture every May at Newport, and afterwards holds an adjourned 
session at Providence, the other chief city of the common
wealth. There is, however, in nearly all States a power 
reserved to the governor to summon the Houses in extraordi
nary session should a pressing occasion arise, but the provisions 
for daily pay do not usually apply to these extra sessions.' 

Bills may originate in either House, save that in twenty-one 
States money bills must originate in the House of Representar 
tives, a rule for which, in the present condition of things, when 
both Houses are equally directly representative of the people 
and chosen by the same electors, no sufficient ground appears. 
It is a curious instance of the wish which animated the framers 
of the first Constitutions of the original thirteen States to repro
duce those details of the English Constitution which had been 
deemM bulwarks of liberty. The newer States borrowed it 
from their elder sisters, and the existence of a similar provi
sion in the Federal Constitution has helped to perpetuate it in 
all the States. But there is a reason for it in Congress, the 
Federal Senate. not being directly representative of equal num
bers of citizens, which is not found in the State legislatures: 
it is in these last a mere survival of no present functional 
value. Money bills may, however, be amended or rejected by 
the State Senates like any other bills, just as the Federal 
Senate amends money bills brought up from the House. 

In one point a State Senate enjoys a special power, obviously 
modelled on that of the English House of Lords and the 
Federal Senate. It sits as a. court under oath for the trial of 
State officials impeached by the House.' Like the Federal 
Senate, it has in many States the power of confirming or 
rejecting appointments to office made by the governor. When 
it considers these it is said to "go into executive session." The 
power is an important one in those States which allow the 
governor to nominate the higher judges. In other respects 
the powers and procedure of the two Houses of a. State 

1 Some of the biennially-meeting legislatures are apt to hold adjourned 
sessions in the off years. 

~ In New York impeachments are tried by the Senate and the jndges of the 
Court of Appeals Bitting together: in Nebraska by the judges of the Supreme 
court. 
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legislature are identical; 1 except that, whereas the lieutenant
governor of a State is generally ea; officio president of the Senate, 
with a casting vote therein, the House always chooses its own 
Speaker. The legal quorum is usually fixed, by the Constitu
tion, at a majority of the whole number of members elected,a 
though a smaller number may adjourn and compel the attend
ance of absent members. Both Houses do most of their work 
by committees, much after the fashion of Congress,8 and the 
committees are in both usually chosen by the Speaker (in 
the Senate by the President of that body), though it is often 
provided that the House (or Senate) may on motion vary their 
composition.· Both Houses sit with open doors, but in most 
States the Constitution empowers them to exclude strangers 
when the business requires secrecy. 

The State governor has of course no right to dissolve the 
legislature, nor even to adjourn it unless the Houses, while 
agreeing to adjourn, disagree as to the date. Such control as 
the legislature can exercise over the State officers by way of 
inquiry into their conduct is generally exercised by commit
tees, and it is in committees that the form of bills. is usually 
settled and their fate decided, just as in tpe Federal Congress, 
the lobby having of course a great and usually a pernicious 
influence. The proceedings are rarely reported. Sometimes 
when a committee takes evidence on an important question re
porters are present, and the proceedings more resemble a public 
meeting than a legislative session. It need scarcely be added 
that neither House separately, nor both Houses acting together, 

1 Here and tbere one finds 811gbtdlfJerences, as, for instance, in Vermont tbe 
power decennially to propose amendments to tbe Constitution belongs to tbe 
Senate, tbougb tbe coucurrence of tbe House is needed; However, I do not 
attempt in tbis summary to give every detail of every Constitution, but only a 
fair generalaccoont of wbat commonly prevails, and is of most ioterest to tbe 
student of comparative politics. 

I Four constitutions fix tbeqnorum at two-thlrds,and two specify a number. 
I See, as to tbe committees of Congreos, Chapter XV. anle. Many coostitu

tiona provide that no bill sball p&88 unleos it bas been previously referred to 
and considered by a committee . 

• In Maoaacbusetts tbere were In 1800-91 six standing committees of the 
Senate, ten of the House, and thirty-three joint standing committees of botb 
Hou888. In Nortb Dakota there were in 1891 tbirty-seven standing committees 
of the HOllse, thirty~ne of the Senate, and six joint standing committees of 
HOllse and SeDBte. In New York tbere were thirty-tbreestBDding committees 
of tbe SeDate, tbirty·sill; of the Assembly. 
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can.control an executive officer otherwise than either by pass
ing a statute prescribing a certain course of action for him, 
which if it be in excess of their powers will be held unconsti
tutional and void, or by withholding the appropriations neces
sary to enable him to carry out the course of action he proposes 
to adopt. The latter method, where applicable, is the more 
effective, because it can be nsed by a bare majority of either 
House, whereas a bill passed by both Houses may be vetoed 
by the governor, a point so important as to need a few words. 

Four States, three of them original States, vest legislative 
authority in the legislature alone. These are Rhode Island, 
Delaware, North Carolina, and Ohio. All the rest require a 
bill to be submitted to the governor, and permit him to return 
it to the legislature with his objections. If he so returns it, it 
can only be again passed" over the veto" by something more 
than a bare majority. To so pass a bill over the veto there is 
required-

In two States a majority of three-fifths in each House. 
In twenty-seven States a majority of two-thirds in each House. 
In nine States a majority in each House of all the members 

elected to. that IJonse. 
In two States (North Dakota and Wyoming), a majority of 

two-thirds of all the members elected. 
Here, therefore, as in the Federal Constitution, we find a 

useful safeguard against the unwisdom or misconduct of a leg
islature, and a method pro~ded for escaping, in extreme cases, 
from those deadlocks which the system of checks and balances 
tends to occasion. 

I have adverted in a preceding chapter to the restrictions 
imposed on the legislatures of the States by their respective 
Constitutions. These restrictions, which are numerous, elabo
rate, and instructive, take two forms-

I. Exclusions of a subject from legislative competence, i.e. 
prohibitions to the legislature to pass any law on certain enu
merated subjects. The most important classes of prohibited 
statutes are-

Statutes inconsistent with democratic principles, as, for 
example, granting titles of nobility, favouring one relig
ions denomination, creating a property qualification for 
suffrage or office. 
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Statutes against public policy, e.g. tolerating lotteries, im
pairing the obligation of contracts, incorporating or per
mitting the incorporation of banks, or the holding by a 
State of bank stock.' 

Statutes special or local in their application, a very large 
and increasing category, the fulness and minuteness of 
which in many Constitutions show that the mischiefs 
arising from improvident or corrupt special legislation 
must have become alarming. The lists of prohibited sub
jects in the Constitutions of Missouri of 1815, Montana 
and North Dakota of 1889, Mississippi of 1890, are the 
most complete I have found.· 

Statutes increasing the State debt beyond a certain limited 
amount, or permitting a local authority to increase its debt 
beyond a prescribed amount, the amount being usually 
fixed in proportion to the valuation of taxable property 
within the area administered by the local authority.3 

II. Restrictions on the procedure of the legislature, i.e. 
directions as to the particular forms to be observed and times 
to be allowed in passing bills, sometimes all bills, sometimes 
bills of a certain specified nature. ·Among these restrictions 
will be found provisions-

As to the majorities necessary to pass certain bills, especially 
appropriation bills. Sometimes a majority of the whole 
number of members elected to each House is required, or 
a majority exceeding a bare majority. 

As to the method of taking the votes, e.g. by calling over the 
roll and recording the vote of each member. 

As to allowing certain intervals to elapse between each read
ing of a measure, and for preventing the hurried passage 
of bills, especially appropriation bills, at the end of the 
session. 

I See, for IDlItance, Con8titution of Texas of 1876-
• Similar liats occur in the constitntioDB of aU the Western and 80ntbern 

Ststes 88 weU 88 of 80m. Eastern States (e.g. Constitution of Pennsylvania of 
1813, Art. ilL IT; Con8titntion of New York, amendments of 1814 to Constitu
tion of 18tti). Among tbem the prohibitions to grant divorcee and to autbor
IZAI the adoption or legitimation of cbildren .... frequent. 

• See alao Chapter XLIII. on State Finance. Tbe looa\ authorities bad been 
I18D8l1y forbidden by atatnte to borrow or tall: beyond a certain amoDnt, but 
.. they bad formed the babit of obtaining dispensatioDB from tbe Stats legis
laturea, the cheek mentioned ill the teD baa been imposed on the latter. 
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As to reading of bills publicly and at full length. 
As to sending all bills to a committee, and prescribing the 

mode of its action. 
Against secret sessions (Idaho). 
As to preventing an act from taking effect until a certain 

time, e.g. ninety days (South Dakota, Kentucky), after 
the adjournment of the session. 

Against changing the purpose of a bill during its passage. 
As to including in a bill only one subject, and expressing 

that subject in the title of the bill. 
Against re-enacting, or amending, or incorporating, any 

former act by reference to its title merely, without setting 
out its contents.l 

The two latter classes of provisions might be found whole
some in England, where much of the difficulty complained of 
by the judges in construing the law arises from the modern 
habit of incorporating parts of former statutes, and dealing 
with them by reference.s 

Where statutes have been passed by a legislature upon a 
prohibited subject, or where the prescribed forms have been 
transgressed or omitted, the statute will be held void so far as 
inconsistent with the Constitution. 

Even these multiform restrictions on the State legislature~ 
have not been found sufficient. Bitted and bridled as they are 
by the Constitutions; they contrive, as will appear in a later 
chapter, to do plenty of mischief in the direction of private or 
special' legislation. 

Although State legislatures have of course no concern what
ever with foreign affairs, this is not deeined a reason for ab
staining from passing resolutions on that subject. The passion 
for what is called "resoluting" .is strong everywhere in Amer-

1 Indiana and Oregon direct every Act to be plainly worded, avoiding as far 
as possible technical terms, and Louisiana (Constitution of 1879, § 31) says: 
.. The General Assembly shall never adopt any system or code of laws by gen
eral reference to such system or code of laws, but in all cases shall recite at 
length the several provisions of the laws it may enact." 

J Not t.o add that the inclusion in one statute of wholly different matters 
may operate harshly on persons who have failed to note the minor coutents 
of a bill whose principal purpose does not affect them. The commoners of the 
New Forest in Hampshire were, some years ago, surprised to awake one morn
ing and find that the Crown had smuggled through Parliament, in an Act re
lating to ioreshores in Scotland, a clause seriously prejudicial to their interests. 
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ica, and an expression of sympathy with an oppressed foreign 
nationality, or of displeasure at any unfriendly behaviour of 
a foreign power, is not only an obvious way of relieving the 
feelings of the legislators, but often an electioneering device, 
which appeals to some section of the State voters. Accord
ingly such resolutious are common, and, though of course quite 
irn>gular, quite innocuous. 

Debates in these bodies are seldom well reported, and some
times not n>ported at all One result is that the conduct of 
members escapes the scrutiny of their constituents; a better 
one that speeches are generally short and practical, the motive 
for rhetorical displays being absent. If a man does not make 
a n>putation for oratory, he may for quick good sense and busi
ness habits. However, 80 much of the real work is done in 
committees that talent for intrigue or "management JJ nsually 
counts for more than debating power. 



CHAPTER XLI 

THE STATE EXECUTIVE 

THE executive dep3.rtmeut iu a State consists of a governor 
(in all the States), a lieutenantrgovernor (in thirty-two), and of 
various minor officials. The governor, who, under the earlier 
Constitutions of most of the original thirteen States, was 
chosen by the legislature, is now always elected by the peo
ple, and by the same suffrage, practically universal, as the 
legislature. He is elected directly, not, as. under the Federal 
Constitution, by a college of electors. His term of office is, 
in nineteen States, four years; in two States, three years; in 
twenty-one S~tes, two years; and in two States (Uassachu
setts and Rhode Island), one year. His salary varies from 
$10,000 in New York and Peunsylvania to $1000 in Michigan. 
Some States limit his re-eligibility; but in those which do not 
there exists no tradition forbidding a third term of office 
similar to that which prevails in the Federal Government. 

The earlier Constitutions of the original States (except 
South Carolina) associated· with the governor an executive 
council l (called in Delaware the Privy Council), but these 
councils have long since disappeared, except in Massachusetts, 
Maine, and North Carolina, and the governor remains in soli
tary glory the official head and representative of the majesty 
of the State. His powers are, however, in ordinary times 

1 Another illustration of the tendency to reprodnce England. Vermont waa 
still nuder the influence of colonial precedents when it framed its Constitu
tions of 1786 and 1793. Maine was influenced by Massachusetts. None of the 
newer Western States has ever tried the experiment of such a council. 

New York had originally two Councils, a "Council of Appointment," con
sisting of the Governor and a Senator from each of the (Originally four) 
districts, and a "Council of Revision," consisting of the Governor, the 
Chancellor and the judges of the Supreme court, and possessing a veto on 
statutes. The Governor has now, since the extinction of these two conncils, 
obtained some of the patronage which belonged to the former as well as the 
Yeto which belonged to the latter. 

4H 
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more specious than solid, and only one of them is of great 
practical value. He is charged with the duty of seeing that 
the laws of the State are faithfully administered by all offi
cials and the judgments of the courts carried out. He has, in 
nearly all States, the power of reprieving and pardoning of
fenders, but in some this does not extend to treason or to 
conviction on impeachment (in Vermont he cannot pardon for 
murder), and in some, other authorities are associated with 
him in the exercise of this prerogative. Some recent Consti
tutions impose restrictions which witness to a distrust of his 
action; nor can it be denied that the power has sometimes 
been used to release offenders (e.g. against the election laws) 
who deserved no sympathy. The governor is also commander
in-chief of the armed forces of the State, can embody the 
militia, repel invasion, suppress insurrection. The militia are 
now important chiefly as the force which may be used to sup
press riots, latterly not unfrequent in connection with labor 
disputes. Massachusetts has also created a small State police 
force (called the District Police), placing it at the disposal of 
the governor for the maintenance of order, wherever disturbed, 
and for the enforcement of various administrative regulations. 
It has recently been proposed to establish a State police in 
Pennsylvania for the same purposes. Michigan has (and Mas
sachusetts and Rhode Island formerly had) a State police for 
the enforcement of their anti-liquor legislation. 

He appoints some few officials, but seldom to high posts, 
and in many States his nominations require the approval of 
the State Senate. Patronage, in which the President of the 
United States finds one of his most desired and most disa
greeable functions, is in the case of a State governor of slight 
Talue, because the State offices are not numerous, and the 
more important and lucrative ones are filled by the direct 
election of the people. He hail the right of requiring informa
tion from the executive officials, and is usually bound to com
municate to the legislature his views regarding the condition 
of the commonwealth. He may also recommend measures to 
them, but does not frame and present bills. In a few States 
he is directed to present estimates. He has in all the States 
but four a veto upon bills passed by the legislature.l This 

lit deaervee to be remarked that neither the Conetitution of the SWi88 
Confederation nor anl cantonal eoll8titution neta a Teto in any officer. 
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veto may be overridden in manner already indicated (see last 
preceding chapter), but generally kills the measure, because if 
the bill is a bad one, it calls the attention of the people to the 
fact and frightens the legislature, whereas if the bill be an un
objectionable one, the governor's motive for vetoing it is prob
ably a party motive, and the requisite overriding majority can 
seldom be secured in favour of a bill which either party dislikes. 
The use of his veto is, in ordinary times, a governor's most 
serious duty, and chiefly by his discharge of it is he judged. 

Although much less sought after and prized than in "the 
days of the Fathers," when a State governor sometimes refused 
to yield precedence to the President of the United States, the 
governorship is still, particularly in New England, and the 
greater States, a post of some dignity, and affords aD. oppor
tunity for the display of character and talents. It was in his 
governorship of New York that Mr. Cleveland, for instance, 
commended himself to his party, and rose to be President of 
the United States. Similarly Mr. Hayes was put forward fo!; 
the Presidency in 1876 because he had been a good governor of 
Ohio. During the Civil War, when each governor was respori
sible for enrolling, equipping, officering, and sending forward 
troops from his State,I and when it rested with him to repress 
attempts at disorder, much depended on his energy, popularity, 
and loyalty. In some States men still talk of the "war gov
ernors" of those days as heroes to whom the North owed deep 
gratitude. And since the Pennsylvanian riots of 1877 and those 
which have subsequently occurred in Cincinnati and Chicago 
have shown that tumults may suddenly grow to serious propor
tions, it has in mallY States become important to have a man 
of prompt decision and fearlessness in the office which issues 
orders to the State militia. The elective Lieutenant-Governor 
who, in most States, steps into the governor's place if it be
comes vacant, is usually also ex officio President of the Senate,S 

Switzerland seems in this respect more democratic than the American States, 
while in the amount of authority which the Swiss allow to the executive gov
ernment over the citizen (as witness the case of the Salvation Army troubles 
in Canton Bern) they are less democratic. 

1 Commissions to officers up to the rank of colonel inclusive were usually 
issued by the governor of the State: the regiment, in fact, wa~ a State product, 
though the regular Federal army is of course raised and managed by the' Fed
eral Government directly. 

2 In Rhode Island the governor presides over the Senate, an interesting 
survival of EurOpean arrangements. 
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as the Vice-President of the United States is of the Federal 
Senate. Otherwise he is an insignificant personage, though 
sometimes a member of Bome of the executive boards. l 

The names and duties of the other officers vary from State 
to State. The most frequent are a secretary of state (in all 
States), a treasurer (in all), an attorney-general, a comptroller, 
an auditor, a superintendent of public instl1lction. Now and 
then we find a State engineer, a surveyor, a superintendent of 
prisons. Some States have also various boards of commission
ers, e.g. for railroads, for eanals, for prisons, for the land office, 
for agriculture, for labour, for immigration. Most of these 
officials are in nearly all States elected by the people at the 
general State election. Sometimes, however, they, or some of 
them, are either chosen by the legislature, or, more rarely, ap
pointed by the governor, whose nomination usually requires 
the confirmation of the Senate. Their salaries, which of course 
vary with the importance of the office and the parsimony of 
the State, seldom exceed $5000 (£1000) per annum and are 
nsually smaller. So, too, the length of the term of office varies. 
It is often the same as that of the governor, and never exceeds 
four years, except that in New Jersey, a conservative State, 
the secretary and attorney-general hold for five years; and 
in Tennessee the attorney-general, who, oddly enough, is ap
pointed by the supreme court of the State, holds for eight. 

It has already been observed that the State officials are in no 
sense a ministry or eabinet to the governor. Holding indepen
dently of him, and responsible neither to him nor to the legis
lature, but to the people, they do not take generally his orders, 
and need not regard his advice.' Each has his own department 

I Where tbere Is DO lientenaDt-govemor. tbe President of the State Senate 
or the 8eeretArJ' of State lI8D&lly encceeds if the govemor dies or becomes 
I.ncapable. 

, Florida, by ber CoDBtitntion of 1868, Art. vi. 17. and Art. viii •• created a 
.. cabinet of administradve o1IiClll'll." consieting of eight officials. appointed by 
the govemor. witb the COJIIIeDt of the Senate. to bold office for tbe aame time 
.. the govemor. and "lI88ilIt the govemor in the performance of hiB dnties." 
However. in her Constitntion of 1886 abe llimply provides tbat "the govemor 
aball be auIlIted by uminietrati "e office .... " viz. eecretary of state. attomey
general. comptroller. tnta&nrer. enperintendent of pnblic inetrnction. and com
misllioner of agricnitnre. all eIeeted by the people at tbe 8IUIIlI time with the 
IIOvemor and for the _e term. The _Dcil of North Carolina (Const. of 
11l6!l) conslate of five officiala, wbo ant to "uviae tbe govemor in tbe neeo
tina of bIa dDty." bnt theJ are elected directJy by the people. Their poaitioll 

VOL. I Sit 
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to administer, and as there is little or nothing political in the 
work, a general agreement jn policy, such as must exist between 
the Federal President and his ministers, is not required. Policy 
rests with the legislature, whose statutes, prescribing minutely 
the action to be taken by the officials, leave little room for 
executive discretion. Europeans may realize the nature of the 
system by imagining a municipal government in which the 
mayor, town clerk, health officer, and city architect are all 
chosen directly by the people, instead of by the common coun
cil, and in which each of these officials is for most purposes, 
independent not only of the mayor, but also of the common 
council, except in so far as the latter has the right of granting 
money, and as it can act by general ordinances-that is to 
say, act as a legislative and not as an administrative body.} 

To give a clearer idea of the staff of a State government I 
will take the great State of Ohio, and give the functions of 
the officials by whom it is administered. 

The executive officials of Ohio were in 1891-
.A Governor, elected by the people for two years. His chief 

duties are to execute the laws, convene the legislature on 
extraordinary occasions, command the State forces, ap
point staff officers and aides-de-camp, grant pardons and 
reprieves, issue commissions to State and county officers, 
make a variety of appointments, serve on certain boards, 
and remove, with the assent of the Senate, any official ap
pointed by him and it. He is paid $8000 (£1600) a year. 

A Lieutenant-Governor, elected for two years, salary $800 a 
year, with the duty of succeeding to the governor (in 
case of death or disability), and of presiding in the Senate. 

A Secretary of State, elected for two years (along with the 
governor), salary $2000 a year, besides sundry fees for 
copies of documents. His duties are to take charge of 

may be compared with that of the Conncil of India nnder recent English stat
ntes towards the Secretary of State for India. Massachusetts has always had 
an .. executive conncil" consisting of eight persons chosen annually by the 
people in districts. They" advise the governor in the executive part of the 
government" and have the right of rejecting nominations to office made by 
him. Here too we find a eurvival, which at present seems to do more harm 
than good, because it lessens the governor's responsibility. 

} In the Swiss Confederation the Federal Council of Seven consists of persona 
belonging to different parties, who sometimes speak 8I(llinst one another in the . 
chambers (where they have the right of speech), but this is not fonnd to inter
fere with their harmonious working as an administrative body. 
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laws and documents of the State, gather and report sta
tistics, distribute instructions to certain officers, and act 
as secretary to certain boards, to serve on the State print
ing and State library boards, to make an abstract of the 
votes for candidates at presidential and State elections. 

A Stale Auditor, elected for four years, salary $3000. Duties 
- to keep accounts of all moneys in the State treasury, 
and of all appropriations and warrants, to give warrants 
for all payments from or into the treasury, to conduct 
financial communications with county authorities, and 
direct the attorney-general to prosecute revenue claims, 
to serve on various financial boards, and manage various 

. kinds of financial business. 
A State Trea8urer, elected for two years, salary $3000. Du

ties - to keep account of all drafts, paying the money 
into the treasury, and of auditor's warrants for drafts 
from it, and generally to assist and check the auditor in 
the supervision and disbursement of State revenues, pub
lishing monthly statements of balances. 

A Stale Attorney-General, elected for two years, salary $1500 
a year, and 3 per cent on all collections made for the State, 
but total not to exceed $3000 a year in all. Duties-to ap
pear for the State in civil and criminal cases, advise legally 
the governor and other State officers, and the Assembly, 
proceed against offenders, enforce performance of charitable 
trusts, submit statistics of crime, sit upon various boards. 

A Stale Commis8ioner of Common School8, elected for three 
years, salary $2000 a year. Duties - to visit and advise 
teachers' institutes, boards of education, and teachers, de
liver lectures on educational topics, see that educational 
funds are legally distributed, prepare and submit annual 
reports on condition of schools, appoint State board of ex. 
aminers of teachers. 

Three .![ember, of Board of Public Works, elected for three 
years, one in each year, salary $800 a year, and travelling 
expenses, not exceeding $50 a month. Duties - to man
age and repair the public works (including canals) of the 
State, appoint and supervise minor officials, let contracts, 
present annual detailed report to the governor . 

.A. Stale Dairy and Food Commissioner, elected for two years, 
sa.lary $1200, and tra.velling expensl'l'. 
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Besides these, the people of the State elect the judges and 
the clerk of the supreme court. Other officials are either 
elected by the people in districts, counties, or cities, or ap
pointed by the governor or legislature. 

Of the subordinate civil service of a State there is little to 
be said. Though it is not large, for the sphere of administra.
tive action which remains to the State between the Federal 
government on the one side, and the COWlty, city, and town
ship governments on the other, is not wide, it increases daily, 
owing to the eagerness of the people (especially in the West) 
to have State aid rendered to farmers, to miners, to stock-keep
ers, and generally in the material development of the cou,utry. 
Much is now done in the way of collecting statistics and issu
ing reports. However, these administrative bureaux are sel
dom 'well manned, for the State legislatures are parsimonious, 
and do little, by good salaries or otherwise, to induce able men 
to enter it: while the so-called" Spoils System," which has 
been hitherto applied to State no less than to Federal offices, 
too often makes places the reward for electioneering and 
wirepulling. Efforts are now being made in some States to 
introduce reforms similar to those begun in the Federal admin
istration, whereby certain walks of the civil service shall be 
kept out of politics, at least so far as to secure competent men 
against dismissal on party grounds. Such reforms would in 
no case apply to the higher officials chosen by the people, for 
they are always elected for short terms and on party lines. 

Every State, except Oregon, provides for the impeachment 
of executive officers for grave offences. In all, save two, the 
State House of Representatives is the impeaching body; and 
in all but Nebraska the State Senate sits as the tribunal, a 
two-thirds majority being generally required for a conviction. 
Impeachments are rare in practice. 

There is also in many States a power of removing officials, 
sometimes by the vote of the legislature, sometimes by the 
governor on the address of both houses, or by the governor 
either alone, or with the concurrence of the Senate. Such 
removals must of course be made in respect of some offence, 
or for some other sufficient cause, not from caprice or party 
motives; and when the case does Dot seem to justify imme
diate removal, the governor is frequently empowered to sus
pend the officer, pending an investigation of his conduct. 



CHAPTER XLII 

THE STA.TE JUD!CIA.RY 

THE Judiciary in every State includes three sets of courtS: 
- A snpreme court or conrt of appeal; superior courts of 
record; local courts; but the particular names arid relations 
of these several tribunals and the arrangements for criminal 
business vary greatly from State to State. We hear of courts 
of common pleas, probate courts,. surrogate courts, prerogative 
courts, courts of oyer and terminer, orphans'·courts, court of 
general sessions of the peace and gaol delivery, quarter ses
sions, hustings courts, county courts, etc. etc. All sorts of 
old English institutions have been transferred bodily, and 
sometimes look as odd in the midst of their new surroundings 
as the quaint gables of a seventeenth-century house among 
the terraces of a growing London suburb. As respects the 
distinction which Englishmen used to deem fundamental, that 
of courts of common law and courts of equity, there has bt>en 
great diversity of practice. Most of the original thirteen 
colonies once possessed separate courts of chancery, and these 
were maintained for many years after the separation from 
England, and were imitated in a few of the earlier among the 
new States, such as Michigan, Arkansas, Missouri. In some 
of the old States, however, the hostility to equity jurisdiction, 
which marked the popular party in England in the seventeenth 
century, had transmitted itself to America. Chancery courts 
were regarded with suspicion, because thought to be less bound 
by fixed rules, and therefore more liable to be abused by an 
ambitious or eapricions judiciary.' ?tlassachusetts, for instance, 

I Admiralty bosine&8 is within the exclosive jurisdiction of the Federal 
-.tao 

I Note that the groeaeet abnsee of judicial power by Ameriean jndges, such 
&8 the Erie Railroad injunetlona of .lodge Barnard of New York in l!1f.9, were 
perpetrated In the esercioe of equitable jDrisdiction. Equity in granting dis
cretion 0peD8 a door to indiscretion, or to eometbing wone. 
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would permit no such court, though she was eve'ntually obliged 
to invest her ordinary judges with equitable powers, and to 
engraft a system of equity on her common law, while still 
keeping the two systems distinct. Pennsylvania held out still 
longer, but she also now administers equity, as indeed every 
civilized State must do in substance, dispensing it, however, 
through the same judges as those who apply the common law, 
and having more or less worked it into the texture of the older 
system. Special chancery courts were abolished in New York, 
where they had flourished and enriched American jurispru
dence by many admirable judgments, by the democratizing 
constitution of 1846; and they now exist only in a few of the 
States, chiefly older Eastern or Southern States,! which, in 
judicial matters, have shown themselves more conservative 
than their sisters in the West. In four States only (New 
York, North Carolina, California, and Idaho) has there been 
a complete fusion of law and equity, although there are several 
others which have provided that the legislature shall abolish 
the distinction between the two kinds of procedure. Many, 
especially of the newer States, provide for the establishment 
of tribunals of arbitration and conciliation. 

The jurisdiction of the State courts, both civil and criminal, 
is absolutely unlimited, i.e. there is no appeal from them to 
the Federal courts, except in certain cases specified by the 
Federal Constitution, being cases in which some point of Fed
erallawarises. Certain classes of cases are, of course, reserved 
for the Federal courts and in some the State courts enjoy a 
concurrent jurisdiction.! All crimes, except such as are pun
ishable under some Federal statute, are justiciable by a State. 
court; and it is worth remembering that in most States there 
exist much wider facilities for setting aside the verdict of a 
jury finding a prisoner guilty, by raising all sorts of points of 
law, than are permitted by the law and practice of England, or 
indeed of any European country. Such facilities have been 
and are abused, to the great detriment of the community. 

One or two other points relating to law and justice in the 
States require notice. Each State recognizes the judgments 
of the courts of a sister State, gives credit to its public acts 

1 District cbancery courts remain in Delaware, New Jersey, Vermont, Ten-
nessee, Alabama, Mississippi. I See Chapter xxn. ante. 
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and records, and delivers up to its justice any fugitive from its 
jurisdiction, permitting him, moreover, to be (if necessary) 
tried for some other offence than that in respect of which his 
extradition was obtained. Of course the courts of one State 
are not bound either by law or usage to follow the reported 
decisions of those of another State. They use such decisions 
merely for their own enlightenment, and as some evidence of 
the common law, just as they use the English law reports. 
l\fost of the States have within the last half century made 
sweeping changes, not only in their judicial system, but in the 
form of their law. They have revised and codified their stat
utes, a corrected edition whereof is issued every few years. 
They have in many instances adopted codes of procedure; and 
in some cases have even enacted codes embodying the sub
stance of the common law, and fusing it with the statutes. 
Such codes, however, have been condemned by the judgment 
of the abler and more learned part of the profession, as render
ing the law more uncertain and less scientific.l A warm con
troversy has lately been raging in New York on the subject. 
But with the masses of the people the proposal is popular, for 
it holds out a prospect, unfortunately Qelied by the result in 
States which, like California, have tried the experiment, of a 
system whose simplicity will enable the layman to understand 
the law, and render justice cheaper and more speedy. A 
really good code might have these happy effects. But it may 
be doubted whether the codifying States have taken the steps 
requisite to secure the goodness of the codes they enact. And 
there is a grave objection to the codification of State law which 
does not exist in a country like England or France. So long 
as the law of a State remains common law, i.e. rests upon 
custom and decisions given by the judges, the law of each 
State tends to keep in tolerable harmony with that of other 
States, because each set of judges is enligbtened by and dis
posed to be influenced by the decisions of the Federal courts 
and of judges in other States. But when the whole law of a 
State has been enacted in the form of a code all existing 

1 Tbla la perhaps leas true of Louisiana, where the civil law of Rome, which 
ma,. be said to have been the common Jaw of tbe State, offered a better basis 
for a code than the English common Jaw does. The Louisiana code la based on 
tbe Code Napoleon. 
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divergences between one State and another are sharpened and 
perpetuated, and new divergences probably created. Hence 
codification increases the variations of the law between differ
ent States, and these variations may impede business and dis
turb the ordinary relations of life. 

Important as are the functions of the American judiciary, the 
powers of a judge are limited by the State Constitutions in a 
manner surprising to Europeans. He is not generally allowed 
to charge the jury on questions of fact, 1 but only to state the 
law. He is sometimes required to put his charge in writing. 
His power of committing for contempt of court is often re
stricted. Express rules forbid him to sit in causes wherein he 
can have any family or pecuniary interest. . In one Constitu
tiOil his punctual attendance is enforced by the provision that 
if he does not arrive in court within half an hour of the time 
fixed for the sitting, the attorneys of the parties may agree on 
some person to act as judge, and proceed forthwith to the trial 
of the cause. And in California he is not allowed to draw his 
salary till he has made an affidavit that no cause that has been 
submitted for decision for ninety days remains undecided in 
his court.1 

I come now to three points, which are not only important 
in themselves, but instructive as illustrating the currents of 
opinion which have influenced the peoples of the States. These 
are-

The method of appointing the judges. 
Their tenure of office. 
Their salaries. 
The remarkable changes that have been. made in the two 

former matters, and the strange practice which now prevails 
in the latter, are full of significance for the student of mod
ern democracy, full of warning for Europe and the British 
colonies. 

1 A frequent form is that in the Constitution of Tennessee of 1870 (Art. vi. § 9) 
- .. Judges shall not charge juries with respect to matters of fact, but may 
state the testimony and declare the law." Washington forbids even comments 
on facts. Several Constitntions are silent on the. point. 

2 The Californian judges are said to have contrived to evade this. Idaho has 
a similar provision, but gives the judge only thirty days. Montana provides 
that any judicial officer who ahsents himself more thau sixty consecntive days 
from the State shall be deemed to have forfeited his office. 
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In colonial days the superior judges were appointed by the 
Governors, except in Rhode Island and Connecticut, where the 
legislature elected them. When, in and after 1776, the States 
formed their first Constitutions, four States,l besides the two 
just named, vested the appointment in the legislature, five I 

gave it to the Governor with the consent of the council; 
Delaware gave it to the legislature and President (=Governor) 
in joint ballot, while Georgia alone entrusted the election to the 
people. 

In the period between 1812 and 1860, when the tide of 
democracy was running strong, the function was in several of 
the older States taken from .the Governor or the legislature to 
be given to the people voting at the polls; and the same be
came the practice among the new States as they were succes
sively admitted to the Union. Mississippi, in 1832, made all 
her judges elected by the people. The decisive nature of the 
change was marked by the great State of New York, which, in 
her highly democratic Constitution of 1846, transferred all 
judicial appointments to the citizens at the polls. 

At present we find that in thirty-one States, the judges are 
elected by the people. These include nearly all the Western 
and South-Western States, besides New York, Pennsylvania, 
and OhiQ. 

In five States' they are elected by the legislature. 
In eight States· they are appointed by the Governor, subject 

however to confirmation either by the council, or by the legis
lature, or by one House thereof. 

It will be observed that nearly all the thirteen States which 
do not appoint the judge by popular election either belong to 
the original thirteen colonies or are States which have been 
specially influenced by one of those thirteen (as, for instance, 
?tIaine was influenced by Massachusetts). It is these older 
commonwealths that have clung to the less democratic methods 
of choosing judicial officers; while the new democracies of the 
West, together with the most populous States of the East, New 

1 Virginia, New Jeney, North Carolina, and Sonth Carolina. 
I Haoaachnaetta, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Maryland, New York. 
• Rhode JaJand, Vermont, Virginia, Sonth Carolina, Georgia • 
• Maa.chnaetta, Connecticnt, New Hampshire, Delaware, Maine, Missis

sippi, New Jeney, Loniaiana; in the last of which, however, district jndges, 
and in Maine and Connecticnt probate jndgea, are popularly elected. 
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York and Peimsylvania, States thoroughly democratized by 
their great cities, have thrown this grave and delicate function 
into the rude hands of the masses, that is to say, of the wire
pullers. 

Originally, the superior judges were, in most States, like 
those of England since the Revolution of 1688, appointed for 
life, and held office during good behaviour, i.e. were removable 
only when condemned on an impeachment, or when an address ; 
requesting their removal had been presented by both houses 
of the legislature.1 A judge may be removed upon such an 
address in thirty-six States, a majority of two-thirds in each 
house being usually required. The salutary provision of the 
British Constitution against capricious removals has been 
faithfully adhered to. But the wave of democracy has in 
nearly all States swept away the old system of life-tenure. 
Only four now retain it.1 In the rest a judge is elected or 
appointed for a term, varying from two years in Vermont to 
twenty-one years in Pennsylvania. Eight to ten years is the 
average term prescribed; but a judge is always re-eligible, 
and likely to be re-elected if he be not too old, if he has given 
satisfaction to the bar, and if he has not offended the party 
which placed him on the bench. 

The salaries paid to State judges of the higher courts range 
from $8500 (£1100), (chief-justice), in Pennsylvania, and 
$10,000 (£2000) in New York, to $2000 in Oregon and $2500 
in .Vermont. $4000 to $5000 (+ $500 to the chief judge) is 
the average, a sum which, especially in the greater States, fails 
to attract the best legal talent. To the rule that justices of the 
inferior courts receive salaries proportionately lower, there 
are exceptions in large cities, where judges of lower tribunals, 
being more "in politics" can sometimes secure salaries quite 
out of proportion to their status.' In general the new W est
ern States are the worst paymasters, their population of 

1 The power of impeachment remains but is not often used • 
• Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, Delaware, all ofthem among 

the original thirteen. In Rhode Island the judges are in theory diamissible by 
the legislature. In Florida, though the three jnstices of the supreme court are 
now (Constitution of 11!86) elected by the people, the seven circuit judges are 
appointed by the govemor • 

• E.g. the police justices of New York City and the circuit judges of Wayne 
County, Michigan, in which Detroit stancIa. 
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farmers not perceiving the importance of securing high ability 
on the bench, and deeming $4000 a larger sum than a quiet
living man can need. The lowness of the scale on which the 
salaries of Federal judges are fixed confirms this tendency. 

Anyone of the three phenomena I have described-popu
lar elections, short terms, and small salaries - would be 
snfficient to lower the character of the judiciary. Popular 
elections throw the choice into the hands of political parties, 
that is to say, of knots of wirepullers inclined to use every 
office as a means of rewarding political services, and garrison
ing with grateful partisans posts which may conceivably be
come of political importance. Short terms, though they afford 
useful opportunities of getting rid of a man who has proved a 
failure, but done no act justifying an address for his removal, 
oblige the judge to remember and keep on good terms with 
those who have made him what he is, and in whose hands his 
fortunes lie. They induce timidity, they discourage independ
ence. And small salaries prevent able men from offering them
selves for places whose income is perhaps only one-tenth of 
what a leading barrister can make by private practice. Putting 
the three sources of mischief together, no one will be surprised 
to hear that in many of the American States the State judges 
are men of model'ate abilities and scanty learning, inferior, 
and sometimes vastly inferior, to the best of the advocates 
who practise before them. It is less easy to express a general 
opinion as to their character, and particularly as· to what is 
called, even in America where fur capes are not worn, the" purity 
of the judicial ermine." Pecuniary corruption seems, so far 
as a stranger can ascertain, to be rare, perhaps very rare, but 
there are other ways in which sinister influences can play on a 
judge's mind, and impair that confidence in his impartiality 
which is almost as necessary as impartiality itself. And apart 
from all questions of dishonesty or unfairness, it is an evil 
that the bench should not be intellectually and socially at least 
on a level with the bar. 

The mischief is serious. But I must own that it is smaller 
than a European observer is prepared to expect. In most of the 
States where the elective system prevails the bench is respect
able; and in some it is occasionally adorned by men of the 
highest eminence. Michigan, for instance, has during many 
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. years had a strong and respected judiciary. One of its recent 
judges sat for thirty-two years, having been re-elected six 
times in succession. Not even in California or Arkansas are 
the results so lamentable as might have. been predicted. New 
York City, under the dominion of the Tweed Ring, has af
forded the only instance of flagrant judiciai scandals; and 
even in those loathsome days, the Court of Appeals at Albany, 
the highest tribunal of the State, retained the respect of good 
citizens. Jus~ice in civil causes between man and man is 
fairly administered over the whole Union, and the frequent 
failures to convict criminals, or punish them when convicted, 
are attributable not so much either to weakness or to partiality 
on a judge's part as to the tenderness of juries and the inordi
nate delays and complexity of criminal procedure. 

Why then have sources of evil so grave failed to produce 
correspondingly grave results? Three reasons may be sug
gested:-

One is the co-existence in every State of the Federal tribunals, 
presided over by judges who are usually capable and always 
upright. Their presence helps to keep the State judges, how
ever pel'sonally inferior, from losing the sense of responsibility 
and dignity which befits the judicial office, and makes even 
party wirepullers ashamed of nominating as 'candidates men 
either tainted or notoriously incapable. 

Another is the influence of a public opinion which not only 
recognizes the interest the cl)mmunity has in an honest admin
istration of the law, but recoils from turpitude in a highly 
placed official. The people act as a check upon the party con
ventions that choose candidates, by making them feel that they 
damage themselves and their cause if they run a man of doubt
ful character, and the judge himself is made to dread public 
opinion in the criticisms of a very unreticent press. Demo
cratic theory, which has done a mischief in introducing the 
elective system, partly cures it by subjecting the bench to a 
light of publicity which makes honesty the safest policy. 
Whatever passes in court is, or may be, reported. The judge 
must give his reasons for every judgment he delivers. 

Lastly, there is the influence of the bar, a potent influence 
even in the present day, when its r6le is less brilliant than in 
former generations. The local party h·aders who select the 
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candidates and "run" the conventions are in some States 
mostly lawyers themselves, or at least in close relations with 
Bome leading lawyers of the State or district. Now lawyers 
have not only a professional dislike to the entrusting of law 
to incapable hands, the kind of dislike which a skilled brick
layer has to seeing wJ.lls badly laid, but they have a personal 
interest in getting fairly competent men before whom to 
plead. It is no pleasure to them to have a judge so ignorant 
or BO weak that a good argument is thrown away upon him, 
or that you can feel no confidence that the opinion given to a 
client, or a point of law which you think clear, will be veri
fied by the decision of the court. Hence the bar often con
trives to make a party nomination for judicial office fall, not 
indeed on a leading barrister, because a leading barrister will 
not accept a place with $4000 a year, when he can make 
'14,000 by private practice, but on as competent a member 
of the party as can be got to take the post. Having con
stantly inquired, in every State I visited wherein the system 
of popular elections to judgeships prevails, how it happened 
that the judges were not worse, I was usually told that the 
bar had interposed to prevent such and such a bad nomina,. 
tion, or had agreed to recommend such and such a person as 
a candidate, and that the party had yielded to the wishes of 
the bar. Occasionally, when the wirepullers are on their good 
behaviour, or the bar is exceptionally public-spirited, a person 
will be brought forward who has no claims except those of char
acter and learning. But it is perhaps more common for the 
lawyers to put pressure on one or other party in nominating 
its party candidates to select capable ones. Thus when a few 
years ago the Republicans of New York State were running 
bad candidates, some leading Republican lawyers persuaded 
the Democrats to nominate better men, and thereupon issued 
an appeal in favour of these latter, who were accordingly car
ried at the ensuing election. 

These causes, and especially the last, go far to nullify the 
malign effects of popular election and short terms. But they 
cannot equally nullify the effect of small salaries. Accord
ingly, while corruption and partiality are uncommon among 
State judges, inferiority to the practising counsel is a con
spicuous and frequent fault. 
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One is obliged to speak generally, because there are differ
ences between the various States too numerous to be partic
ularized. In some, especially in the North-West, the tone of 
the party managers and of the bar is respectable, and the 
sense of common interest makes everybody wish to have as 
good men as the salaries will secure. In others there are 
traditious which even unscrupulous wirepullers fear to violate. 
Pennsylvania, for instance, though her legislature and her city 
governments have been impure, and little under the influence 
of the bar, still generally elects capable judges.1 The scan
dals of Barnard and Cardozo J were due to the fact that the 
vast and ignorant population of New York was dominated by 
a gang of professional politicians who neither feared the good 
citizens nor regarded the bar. . 

As there are institutions which do not work as well as they 
theoretically ought, so there are happily others which work 
better. The sale of offices under the old monarchy of France, 
the sale of commissions in the English army till 1871, the 
bribery of electors which in England was once so rife, the sale 
of advowsons and next presentations to livings which still 
exists in the Anglican Church Establishment, were or are all 
of them indefensible in theory, all mischievous in practice. 
But none of them did so much harm as a philosophical observer 
would have predicted, because other causes were at work to 
mitigate and minimize their evils. 

The changes of the last twenty years have been on the 
whole for the better. Some States which had vested the ap
pointment of judges in the legislature, like Connecticut, or 
in the people, like Mississippi, have by recent constitutional 
amendments or new Constitutions, given it to the governor 
with the consent of the legislature or of one house thereof.· 
Others have raised the salaries, or lengthened the terms of 
the judges, or, like New York, have introduced both these 
reforms. Between 1860 and 1891, although the eight Western 
new States admitted within that period have all vested the 

1 Pennsylvania, it is fair to say, pays better than most States, and gives 
long terms, so she can obtain better men than most. . 

J The notorious Tweed Ring judges of 1869-71 • 
• In Connecticut the change was made at the instance of the Bar Associa

tion of the State, which had seen with regret that the dominant party in the 
State legislature was placing inferior meu on the bench. 
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choice of judges in the people, and although Kentucky in 1891 
could not be induced, in spite of the decline of her Bench from 
its ancient fame, to restore the system of appointment by the 
Executive which had prevailed till 1850, no one of the older 
States except Florida, took appointments from legislature or 
governor to entrust them to popular vote. In this point at least, 
the tide of democracy which went on rising for so many years, 
seems, if not receding, at least to have touched high-water 
mark. The American people, if sometimes bold in their ex
periments, have a fund of good sense which makes them 
watchful of results, and not unwilling to reconsider their 
former decisions. 



CHAPTER XLIII 

. STATE FINANCE 

THE financial systems in force in the several States furnish 
one of the widest and most instructive fields of study that the 
whole range of American institutions presents to a practical 
statesman, as well as to a student of comparative politics. It 
is much to be wished that some person equipped with the 
necessary special knowledge could survey them with a philo
sophic eye, and present the results of his survey in a concise 
form. From such an attempt I am interdicted not only by the 
want of that special knowledge, but by the compass of the sub 
ject, and the difficulty of obtaining in Europe adequate mate
rials. These materials must be sought not so much in the 
Constitutions of the States as in their statutes, and in the re
ports presented by the various financial officials, and by the 
special commissions occasionally appointed to investigate the 
subject or some branch of it. All I can here attempt is to 
touch on a few of the more salient features of the topic, and to 
cull from the Constitutions some illustrations of the dangers 
feared and the remedies desired by the people of the States. 
What I have to say falls under the heads following: 

Purposes for which State revenue is required. 
Forms of taxation. 
Exemptions from taxation. 
Methods of collecting taxes. 
Limitations imposed on the power of taxing. 
State indebtedness. 
Restrictions imposed on the borrowing power. 
I. The budget of "a State is seldom large, in proportion to 

the wealth of its inhabitants, because the chief burden of 
administration is borne not by the State, but by its subdivi
sions, the counties, and still more the cities and townships. 

612 
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The chief expenses which a State undertakes in itorposti" 
capacity are - (1) The salaries of its officials, exec i "'aMI 
judicial, and the incidental expenses of judicial procee 
Buch as payments to jurors and witnesses j (2) the State vol
unteer militia j ·(3) charitable and other public institutions, 
Buch as State lunatic asylums, State universities, agricultural 
colleges, etc. j J (4) grants to schools j I (5) State prisons, 
comparatively few, since the prison is usually supported by 
the county j (6) State buildings and public works, including, 
in a few cases, canals j (1) payment of interest on State 
debts. Of the whole revenue collected in each State under 
State taxing laws, a comparatively small part is taken by the 
State itself and applied to State purposes.8 In 1882 only seven 
States raised for State purposes a revenue exceeding $2,000,-
000. In 1891 the gross revenue of New York was $21,243,639 
(pop. in 1890 6,000,000) j of Ohio, $3,419,000 (pop. 3,680,000). 
These are small sums when compared either with the popula
tion and wealth of these States, or with the revenue raised in 
them by local authorities for local purposes. They are also 
Bmall in comparison with what is raised by indirect taxation for 
federal purposes. 

II. The National government ·raises its revenue by indirect 
taxation, and by duties of customs and excise,· though it has 
the power of imposing direct taxes, and used that power freely 

J The Conatitntiolll of Louisiana and Georgia allow State revenue to be ap
plied to the .upplying of wooden legs and arms to ex-Confederate soldiers; 
Mi&ai&aippi directs pensioDl to be provided for them or their widows. 

I All States have let apart for the support of schools, agricultural and 
mechanical colleges, and other educational or benevolent institutions, often in
cluding universitiea, a considerable fund derived from the sale of Western 
land. granted for the purpoee by the Federal governmeut at various times, be
ginning from 17M, and derived In some cases also from lands appropriated 
originally by the State itaelf to theae objecta. Down to 1888, 77,48lI,192 acres 
had been granted by the United States government for educational purposes. 

• lu the State of Connecticut (population in 1883 about 650,(00) the total 
revenue raised by taxation In 1883-84 was 88,524,7111 (£1,800,000), which was 
collected by and for the following authoritiea aud purposes:-

Tbe State 81,462,328 
Counties 1,131,766 
Towue. • 2,808,682 
Citlea and borongha 1,636,951 
8chool districts 1,465,043 

• Stamp dutlea were also resorted to durl~g the Civil War, but at present 
Dooe are levied by the National government. 

VOLoI 2 L 
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during the Civil War. It has now again (1894) imposed an in
come tax, exempting, however, smaller incomes. State revenue, 
on the other hand, arises almost wholly from direct taxation; 
since the Federal Constitution forbids the levy.ing of import or 
export duties by a State, except with the consent of Congress, 
and directs the produce of any such duties as Congress may 
permit to be paid into the Federal treasury. The chief tax is 
in every State a property tax, based on a valuation of property, 
and generally of all property, real and personal, within the 
taxing jurisdiction. 

The valuation is made by officials called appraisers or as
sessors, appointed by the local communities, though under 
general State laws.1 It is their duty to put a value on all tax
able property; that is, speaking generally, on all property of 
whatever nature which they can discover or trace within the 
area of their authority. As the contribution, to the revenues 
of the State or county, leviable within that area is proportioned 
to the amount and value of taxable property situate within it, 
the local assessors have, equally with the property owners, 
an obvious motive for valuing on a low scale, for by doing so 
they relieve their community.of part of its burden. The State 
accordingly endeavours to check and correct them by creating 
what is called a Board of Equalization, which compa.res and 
revises the valuations made by the various local officers, with 
the aim of having taxable property in each locality equally 
and fairly valued, and made thereby to bear its due share of 
public burdens. Similarly a county has often an equalization 
board to supervise and adjust the valuations of the towns and 
cities within its limits. However, the existence of such boards 
does not overcome the difficulty of securing a really equal 
valuation, and the honest county or town which puts its prop
erty at a fair value suffers by paying more than its share. 
Valuations are generally made at a figure much below the true 
worth of property. In Connecticut, for instance, the law 
directs the market price to be the basis, but real estate is 
valued only at from one-third to three-fourths thereof.' Indeed 

1 The account in the text does not, of course, claim to be true in all partiC\l' 
lars for every State, but only to represent the general usage. 

S The special commission on taxation in Connecticut in their recent singu
larly clear and interesting report (1887) observe: --,- .. One great defect in the 
practical execntion of our tax laws consists in inequalities of assessment and 
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one hears everywhere in America complaints of inequalitIes 
arising from the varying scales on which valuers proceed. 

A still more serious evil is the fact that so large a part of 
taxable property escapes taxation. Lands and houses cannot 
be concealed; cattle and furniture can be discovered by a zeal
ous tax officer. But a great part, often far the largest part of 
a rich man's wealth, consists in what the Americans call "in
tangible property," notes, bonds, book debts, and Western 
mortgages. 1 At this it is practically impossible to get, except 
through the declaration of the owner; and even if the owner 
is required to present his declaration of taxable property upon 
oath, he is apt to omit this kind of property. The Connecticut 
commissioners report that 

.. the proportion of these intangible securities to other taxable property has 
steadily declined from year to year. In 1855 it was nearly 10 per cent of 
the whole, in 186/i about 7 t per cent, in 1875 a little over 5 per cent, and in 
1885 about 3f per cent. Yet during the generatioll covered by these 
etat.iatica the amonnt of State railroad aud municipal bonds, and of West
ern mortgage loana has verY greatly increased, and our citizens have, in 
everY town in the State, invested large sums in them. Why then do so 
few ge\ into the tax list? The terms of the law are plain, and the pen
a1tiea for ita infringement are probably as Btringent as the people will 
bear. • .. The troth is that no system of tax laws can ever reach directly 
the great mass of intangible property. It is not to be seen, and its pas
_ion, if not voluntariJy disclosed, can in most cases be only the subject 
of conjecture. The people also in a free government are accustomed to 
reason for themselvea as to the justice and validity of the laws, and too 
apt to give themselvea the benefit of the doubt when they have in any way 
the power to construe it for themselves. Such a power is praCtically given 

valuation. This shows Itself especiall)' as between the different towns •••• 
It Ia notorlOD8 that in few, if an)" town8 do the &88e8801'8 value real estate at 
wba& they tbiok i& ia fairly worth. 00 &he contrary, tbe)' generall)' first make 
thla appraisal of its actnal valoe, and then put it in the list at a certain propor
tion of IlUCb appraisal, V8l')'ing from 331 to 75 pel' cent. Similar reduction8are 
made in valolnll',tMlraonal propert)', though with less uniform it)', and 80 per
hapl with more injD8tice" (p. 8). .. Housebold fumiture above $500 in value 
constltntes aD Item of onl)' I!l5OO in one of Gnl' cities, wbile a neigbbouring 
town of not more thaD half tbe populatioD retum8'12,900" (p.16). 

1 The dillicnlt)' does Dot arise witb 8tock or shares even wben held in a com
pany outside a State, beCanse all States DOW taz corporations 01' companies 
witbin their juriadlction. and tbe principle is generall)' (tbougb not nniver
all)') adopted, that wbere stocks in a corporation ontside tbe State have been 
110 tazed, ther shaJl not be again tazed in the band of the bolder of tbe stock, 
wbo ma)' reside within the State. State laws and taz astIIlOII01'8 can in each 
Stats sncceed in roaebing the propenr of the corpora"oD IUI6C:; 
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in the form of oath used in connectio.n with our tax lists, since it refers 
only to such property of the parties giving them in as is taxable according 
to their best knowledge, remembrance, or belief. The man who does not 
believe that a western farm loan or foreign railroad bond (i.e. bond of a 
company outside the State) ought to be taxed, is too often ready to swear 
that to the best of his belief it is not liable to taxation. . •. As the law 
stands, it may be a burden on the conscience of many, but it is a burden 
on the property of few, .not because there are few who ought to pay, but 
because there are few who can be made to pay. Bonds and notes held by 
an individual are for the most part concealed from the assessors, nor do 
they in most towns make much effort to ascertain their existence. l The 
result is that a few towns, a few estates, and a few persons of a high sense 
of honesty, bear the entire weight of the tax. Such has been the univer
sal result of similar laws elsewhere." 

A comparison of the tax lists with the probate records con
vinced the commissioners that, whereas in 1884 more than a 
third of the whole personal property assessed in the State of 
Connecticut escaped taxes, the proportion not reached by taxa
tion was in 1886 much greater; and induced them to recom
mend that" all the items of intangible property ought to be 
struck out of the tax list." The probate inventories of the 
estates of deceased persons, and the last returns made to the 
tax assessors by tbose persons, "show, to speak of it mildly, 
few points of contact." Connecticut is a commonwealth in. 
most respects above the average. In every part of the country 
one hears exactly the same.1 The tax returns sent in are rarely 

1 "A person, formerly assessor in one of our leading cities, reported that he 
had made efforts when in office to get this kind of property into the • grand 
list,' and succeeded during his.Iast two years in finding out and adding over 
$200,000 of it j but he adds, • That may have had something to do with my 
defeat when election came around.''' So in West Virginia when an assessor 
objecting to a merchant's declaration threatened to swear the merchant, the 
latter replied, .. If you swear me, I'll vote against you next time." 

2 The West Virginian tax commission, in 1884, says, .. At present all taxes 
from invisible property come from a few conspicuously conscientious citizens, 
from widows, executors, and from guardians of the insane and infants j in fact, 
it is a comparatively rare thing to find a shrewd trader who gives in any con
siderable amount of notes, stocks, or money. The truth is, things have come 
to such a condition in West Virginia tbat, as regards paying taxes on this kind 
of property, it is almost as voluntary and is considered pretty much in the same 
light as donations to the neighbourhood church or Sunday school." Reports 
of commissioners in several other States are to the same effect. See, espe
cially, the Report of the Tax Commission of Baltimore, 1886 j and the supple
mentary Report of one member of the Maryland Tax Commission, Mr. Richard 
T. Ely, in which much instructive evidence as to the failure in various States of 
the efforts made to tax intangible property has been collected and set forth (Bal-
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truthful j and not only does a very large percentage of property 
escape its lawful burdens, but" the demoralization of the pub
lic conscience by the frequent administration of oaths, so often 
taken only to be disregarded, is an evil of the greatest magni
tude. Almost any change would seem to be an improvement,1" 

There is probably not a State in the Union of which the 
Bame thing might not be said. In Ohio, for instance, the 
Governor remarks in a special message of A pril1887 ; 

.. The great majority of the personal property of this State is not 
returned, but entirely and fraudulently withheld from taxation. The 
idea seems largely to prevail that there is injustice and inequality in tax
ation, and that there is no harm in cheating the State, although to do so 
a false return mll8t be made and perjury committed. This offence 
against the State and good morals is too frequently committed by men of 
wealth and reputed high character, and of corresponding position in 
aociety." 

In New York there was a shrinkage in the valuation of 
personalty from 1871 to 1884 of $107,184,371, and in 1888 
personalty paid only 10 per cent, realty 90 per cent, of the 
State taxation. In California personal property was assessed 
at $220,000,000 in 1872, and at $164,000,000 in 1887, while in 
the same fifteen 'years real estate rose from $417,000,000 to 
$791,000,000. 

1 have dwelt upon these facts, not only because they 
illustrate the difficulties inherent in a property tax, difficulties 

timON, 1888). A Boaton commi88ion reported,ln 1891, In favour of taxiug real 
Bstate ooly; arguiog that nnder the laws of Massachusetts taxing personalty, . 
much property was really twice taxed. 

1 Jud~ Foster, In the ease of Kirtland v. HotchkiBl, 42 Conu. Rep., p. 449. 
So Mr. David A. Wella, In hiB report as Special Tax CommiSBioner to the New 
York Legislature, aays; .. OathB 8B a matter of restraint or as a guarantee of 
truth In respect to official statemente have in great measure ceased to be 
effectual; or In other worda, perjury, direct or constructive, has become 80 
oommon 8B to almost ceaae to occaalon notice. This is the all but unanimous 
testimony of officiala who have of late had extensive experience in the admin
Istration of both the national and State revenue laws." 

Prof88BOr E. A. Seligman, In a valnable article in the Political Science 
Quarterlll for March 1800, BUDlB up the ease against a property tax as follows; 

.. The property tax of to-day, because of ite attempt to tax intangible as 
well 8B taoglble thinga .. Bins against the cardinal rules of nniformity. of 
equality, and of nnlversality of taxation. It pute a premium on dishonesty and 
debauches tbe pnblic conscience. It rednces deception to a system and makes 
a science of knavery. It presses hardest on those least able to pay. It imposes 
double taxation on one man and grante entire immunity to the next." 
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of course greater where such independent taxing authorities 
as the several States are close together, but also because they 
help to explain the occasional bitterness of feeling among the 
American farmers as well as the masses against capitalists, 
much of whose accumulated wealth escapes taxation, while 
the farmer who owns his land, as well as the working man 
who puts his savings into the house he lives in, is assessed 
and taxed upon this visible property. We may, in fact, say 
of most States, that under the present system of taxation the 
larger is the city the smaller is the proportion of personalty 
reached by taxation (since concealment is easier in large com
munities), and the richer a man is the smaller in proportion 
to his property is the contribution he pays to the State. I Add 
to this that the rich man bears less, in proportion to his 
income, of the burden of indirect taxation, since the protective 
tariff raises the price not merely of luxuries but of all com
modities, except some kinds of food. l 

I In Iowa the State Auditor reported some years ago that .. the class of 
property that escapes taxation most is that which pays the largest dividend" ; 
and in Keutucky that "the property of the amall owner is as a rule wued . 
by a far higher standard than that of his wealthy neighbour." 

I An eIpP..rieneed Massachusetts publieist writes t.Q me apropoa of the 
passa.,<>e in the ten: "If one State compels a man to make a full declaration 
of his persoual property for taxation and another does not there will be a 
tendency for capital to flow from the former to the latter. In Vermout, for 
instance, a law has been passed requiring every person under penalty to make 
sworn returns of his moveable property, and the result is that capital seems to 
be leaving that State. 

"In New York the law ta:J:es personal property, but if a person makes no 
return the assessors are instructed to • doom' him according to the best of their 
knowledge and belief; and the amount becomes a matter of • trade.' Returns 
are practically made Duly by trustees and corporations, not by capitalists. It 
is a ease of bad law tempered by violation. 

"In Massachusetts the practice in each town depends mainly upon the 
assessors. In Boston the chieI office having resolved to let no one escape, hu 
for twenty years gone ou increasing the assesament each year till the victim 
makes a return. At first, men had BOme semple about leaving the eity before 
1st May (the date of residence when taxes are assessed). but these were SOOD 

overcome, and now nearly all the capitalists bave couotry plaees where they 
retire at a still inclement season, and are received with open arms by the local 
assessors, who accept just wbat they choose to pay, while their political 
influence, their ta:J:es. and their public donations are lost to the city. 0cca
sionally the assessors in a couotry town take it into their heads to apply the 
screw after the fuhion of the city authority, and then there is a fine turmoil. 
As the rich meu geuerally live in Due quarter of the (country) town, the Den 
step is to apply to the legislature to get the town divided, and the vicinity of 
Boston is thus being gradoally cot up into small pieces." 
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Besides the property tax, which is the main source of 
revenue, the States often levy taxes on particular trades or 
occupationsl sometimes in the form of a licence tax, taxes on 
franchises enjoyed by a corporation, taxes on railroad stock, 
or (in a few States) taxes on collateral inheritances. Com
paratively little resort has hitherto been had to the so-called 
"death-duties," i.e. probate, legacy, and succession duties, nor 
is much nse made of an income tax. Five States, however, 
authorize it. As regards poll taxes there is much variety of 
practice. Some State Constitutions (e.g. Ohio) forbid such an 
impost, as "grievous and oppressive"; others direct it to 
be imposed, or (e.g. North Dakota) allow the legislature to 
impose it, while about one half do not mention it. Where it 
exists, there is sometimes a direction that it shall be applied 
to schools or some other specified nseful purpose, such as poor 
relief, so as to give the poor, who perhaps pay no other direct 
tax, a sense of their duty to contribute to public objects, and 
especially to those in whose benefits they directly share. The 
amount of a poll tax is always small, $1 to $3: sometimes (as 
in Tennessee) the payment of it is made a pre-requisite to the 
exercise of the electoral franchise. It is scarcely ever imposed 
on women or minors. 

In some States "foreign" corporations, i.e., those chartered 
by or domiciled in another State, are taxed more heavily than 
domf.'stic corporations. New Hampshire, by taxing "foreign" 
insurance companies, succeeded in driving them out of its limits. 

Instances are beginning to appear of a progressive inheritance 
duty, and of a progressive income tax such as some of the Swiss 

1 North Carollna empowera Ita legislature to tu: all trades. prof_ions, 
and fl"lUlChiaea. Ark....... In 1868 (Article ll. t 17) directed ita geneml 
_bl, to .. tu: aU privileges, pDI'IIUita. and oecnpationa that are of DO real 
nae to aocietJ." adding that all otbera Bball be exempt. Bnt having apparent1l 
found ~ hard to determine whicb oecnpationa are nael-. abe dropped the 
direction in her Constitution of 187 f. and DOW merel, empowen the taxatinn 
of .. hawkera, pedlera. ferries, exhibitio .... and privilegee." 

The peraotlll or thinga on whom llcence tu:ea or occnpation tu:es mal be 
1m .... are the following. lOme being mentioned in one State Constitution. 
lOme in another- Pedlen, hawkera, anetioneera. broken. pawnbrokera. 
merehante, commiaaion merebanta, .. perlOns eelling bl eample." abowmen. 
jugglen, Innkeepera, toll bridges, ferries. telegrapbe. ezpres& agenta (i.e. panle"" dell .... rJ). groeeJ'J keepera. llquor dealen. insnrance. nndora of 
patente, perlOns or corporationa naing franchi_ or privileges. banks, rail
roads, destructive domestin animals, deale .. in .. options" or .. futuree." 
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cantons have imposed. California in her famous Constitution 
of 1879 has attempted to tax the same property twice over. 

There is always a desire to hit incorporated companies, espe
cially banks and railroads. l The newer Constitutions often 
direct the legislature to see that such undertakings are duly 
taxed, sometimes forbidding it ever to deprive itself of the 
power of taxing any corporation, doubtless from the fear that 
these powerful bodies may purchase from a pliant legislature 
exemption from civic burdens. The methods, however, of tax
ing corporations vary greatly from State to State, and are at 
present in a wholly chaotic condition. 

III. In most States, certain descriptions of --property are 
exempted from taxation, as for instance, the buildings or other 
property of the State, or of any local community, burying 
grounds, schools and universities, educational, charitable, scien
tific, literary, or agricultural institutions or societies, public 
libraries, churches and other buildings or property used for 
religious purposes, cemeteries, household furniture, farming 
implements, deposits in savings banks. Often too it is provided 
that the owner of personal property below a certain figure shall 
not pay taxes ,on it, and occasionally ministers of religion are 
allowed a certain sum (as for ins~ance in New York, $1500) 
free from taxation. 

No State can tax any bonds, debt certificates, or other 
securities issued by, or under the authority of, the Federal 
government, including the circulating notes commonly called 
" greenbacks." This has been 'held to be the law on the con
struction of the Federal Constitution, and has been so declared 
in a statute of Congress. Many intricate questions have arisen 
on this doctrine; which, moreover, introduces an element of 
difficulty into State taxation, because persons desiring to escape 
taxation are apt to turn their property into these exempted 
forms just before they make their tax, returns. 

IV. Some of the State taxes, such, for instance, as licence 
taxes, or a tax on corporations, are directly levied by and paid 
to the State officials. But others, and particularly the property 
tax, which forms so large a source of revenue, are. collected 

1 As to banks, see Ohio Constitution of 1851, Article xii. § 3, and an article 
on the taxation of corporations by Mr . .E. A. Seligman in Political Science 
Quarterly for June 1890. Banks were an object of as much popular dislike 
fifty years ago as railroads are now. 
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by the local authorities. The State having determined what 
income it needs, apportions this sum among the counties, or in 
New England, sometimes directly among the towns, in propor
tion to their paying capacity, that is, to the value of the prop
erty situate within them.1 So similarly the counties apportion 
not only what they have to pay to the State, but also the sum 
they have to raise for county purposes, among the cities and 
townships within their area, in proptfrtion to the value of their 
taxable property. Thus, when the township or city author
ities assess and collect taxes from the individual citizen, they 
nsually collect at one and the same time three distinct sets of 
taxes, the State tax, the county tax, and the city or town
ship tax. Retaining the latter for local purposes,' they hand 
on the two former to the county authorities, who in turn retain 
the county tax, handing on to the State what it requires. 
Thus trouble and expense are saved in the process of collect
ing, and the citizen sees in one tax-paper all he has to pay. 

V. Some States, taught by their sad experience of reckless 
legislatures, limit by their Constitutions the amount of taxation 
which may be raised for State purposes in anyone year. Thus 
Texas in 1816 forbade the State property tax to exceed one half 
per cent on the valuation (exclnsive of the sum needed to pay 
interest on the State debt), and has since reduced the per
centage to .35.' North Dakota (1889) fixes .4, Montana .3, as 
the percentage. A similar provision exists in Missouri, and 
in some other Southern or Western States. We shall see 
presently that this method of restriction has been more exten
sively applied to cities and other subordinate communities. 
Sometimes we find directions that no greater revenue shall be 
raised than the current needs of the State require, a rule 
which Cougress would have done well to observe, seeing that 
a surplus revenue invites extravagant and reckless expendi
ture and gives opportunity for legislative jobbery.' 

1 Aa _rtained by the IUI88I8OrB and board of eqoalization. 
I Sometimes, however, the town or township in Its corporats capacity pays 

the Statsits &hare of the State tax, instead of collecting it specifically from 
indivldoaJ citizena. 

• 10 spite of thlB TeDI had In March 1888 a aorploa of 82,000,000 in her State 
treasury, 10 that the Governor was obliged to lummon the legislature iu extra 
_Ion to dispose of thil Inrploa and prevent the growth of another. 

, Sir T. More in hie UlopiJJ meotiooa with approval a law of the Macariaos 
forbidding &'le king to have ever more than £1000 in the public treasory. 
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It may be thought that the self-interest of the people is suffi
cient to secure economy and limit taxation. But, apart from 

. the danger of a corrupt legislature, it is often remarked that as 
in many States a large proportion of the voters do not pay 
State taxes, the power of imposing burdens lies largely in the 
hands of persons who have no direct interest, and suppose 
themselves to have no interest at all, in keeping down taxes 
which they do not pay .• So far, however, as State finance is 
concerned, this has been no serions source of mischief, and 
more must be attributed to the absence of efficient control 
over expenditure, and to the fact that (as in Congress) the 
committee which reports on appropriations of the revenue is 
distinct from that which deals with the raising of revenue by 
taxation. 

Another illustration of the tendency to restrict the improvi
dence of representatives is furnished by the prohibitions in 
many Constitutions to pass bills appropriating moneys to any 
privat.e individual or corporation, or to authorize the payment 
of claims a"aainst the State arising llDder any contract not 
strictly and legally binding, or to release the claims which the 
State may have against railroads or other corporations. One 
feels, in reading these multiform provisions, as if the legis
lature was a rabbit seeking to issue from its burrow to rava"o-e 
the crops wherever it could, and the people of the. State were 
obliged to 610se every exit, because they collid not otherwise 
restrain its mveterate propensity to mischief. 

VI. Nothing in the financial system of the States better 
deserves attention than the history of the State debts, their 
portentous growth, and the efforts made, when the people had 
taken fright, to reduce their amount, and to set limits to them 
in the future. 

Sixty to seventy year~ ago, when those rich and ample West
ern lands which now form the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan, and Missouri were being opened up and settled, and 
again forty years ago,' when the railway system was in the 
first freshness of its marvellous extension, and was filling up 
the lands along the Mississippi at an increasingly rapid rate, 
every one was full of hope; and States, counties, and cities, 
not less than individual men, threw themselves eagerly into 
the task of developing the resources which lay around them. 
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The States, as well as these minor communities, set to work to 
make roads and canals and railways j they promoted or took 
stock in trading companies, they started or subsidized banks, 
they embarked in, or pledged their credit for, a hundred enter
prises which they were ill-fitted to conduct or supervise. Some 
undertakings failed lamentably, while in others the profits 
were grasped by private speculators, and the burden left with 
the public body. State indebtedness, which in 1825 (when 
there were twenty-four States) stood at au aggregate over the 
whole Union of $12,790,728 (£2,500,000), had in 1842 reached 
$203,777,916 1 (£40,000,000), in1870 $352,866,898 (£70,000,-
000). 

A part of the increase between the latter years was due to 
loans contracted for the raising and equipping of troops by 
many Northern States to serve in the Civil War, the intention 
being to obtain ultimate reimbursement from the national 
treasury. There was also a good deal, in the way of executed 
works, to show for the money borrowed and expended, and the 
States (in 1870 thirty-seven in number) had grown vastly in 
taxable property. Nevertheless the huge and increasing total 
startled the people, and, as everybody knows, some States repu
diated their debts. '.rhe diminution in the total indebtedness 
of 1880, which stood at $290,326,643, and was the indebted
ness of thirty-eight States and three Territories, is partly due 
to this repudiation. In 1890 the total (now of forty-four 
States and two Territories) stood at $223,107,883.2 Even after 
the growth of State debts had been checked (in the way to be 
presently mentioned), minor communities, towns, counties, but 
above all, cities trod in the same path, the old temptations 
recurring, and the risks seeming smaller because a munici
pality had a more direct and close interest than a State in 

4 

seeing that its money or credit was well applied .• Municipal 
indebtedness has advanced, especially in the larger cities, at a 
dangerously swift rate. Of the State and county debt much 
the largest part had been incurred for, or in connection with, 
s<H:alled "internal improvements" j but of the city debt, 

1 In 1838 It was eatimated that of the total deht of the States, then calcu
lated at 1170,800,000 <say £'lI>,000,(00), 860,200,000 had heen incnrred for 
canals. $42,800,000 for railroads, and 152,600,000 for banking. 

'I take theae figures (which are minu. sinking fund) from the bulletin of 
the ceD&U of 1890. 
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though a part was due to the bounties given to volunteers in 
the Civil War, much must be set down to extremely lax and 
wasteful administration, and much more to mere stealing, prac
tised by methods to be hereafter explained, but facilitated by 
the habit of subsidizing, or taking shares in, corporate enter
prises which had excited the hopes of the citizens. 

VII. The disease spread till it terrified the patient, and a 
remedy was found in the insertion in the Constitutions of pro
visions limiting the borrowing powers of State legislatures. 
Fortunately the eVil ha.d been perceived in time to enable the 
newest States to profit by the experience of their predecessors. 
For the last thirty-five years, whenever a State has enacted a 
Constitution, it has inserted sections restricting the borrowing 
powers of States and local bodies, and often also providing 
for the discharge of existing liabilities. Not only is the pass
ing of bills for raising a State loan surrounded with special 
safeguards, such as the requirement of a two-thirds majority 
in each house of the legislature; not only is there a prohibi
tion ever to borrow money for, or even to undertake, internal 
improvements (a fertile source of jobbery and waste, as the 
experience of Congress shows); not only is there almost inva
riably a provision that whenever a debt is contracted the same 
Act shall create a sinking fund for paying it off within a few 
years, put in most Constitutions the total amount of the debt 
is limited, and limited to a sum beautifully small in proportion 
to the population and resources of the State.l Thus Wisconsin 
fixes its maximum at $200,000 (£40,000) ; Minnesota and Iowa 
at $250,000, Ohio at $750,000; Wyoming at one and Idaho at 
one and one-half per cent of the assessed' value of taxable 
property, Nebraska and Montana at $100,000; prudent Oregon 
at $50,000; and the great and wealthy State of Pennsylvania, 
with a pO]tulation now exceeding 5,300,000 (Constitution of 
1873, Art. ix. § 4), at $1,000,000.1 

1 Debts incurred for the purpose of suppressing insurrection or ~lling 
invasion are excepted from these limitations. 

~ New York (Constitution of 1846, Art. vii. §§ 10-12) also names a million of 
dollars as the maximum, but permits laws to be passed raising loans for" some 
single work or object," provided that a tax is at the same time enacted suffi
Cient to pay oft' this debt in eighteen years; and that any such law has been 
directly snbmitted to the people and approved by them at an election. Simi
lar provisions permitting increase by special popular vote are frequent in 
recent Constitutions. 



CIUP.ltLW STATE FINANCE 1i21i 

In four-fifths of the States, including all those with recent 
Constitutions, the legislature is forbidden to " give or lend the 
credit of the State in aid of any person, association, or corpo
ration, whether municipal or other, or to pledge the credit of 
the State in any manner whatsoever for the payment of the 
liabilities present or prospective of any individual association, 
municipal, or other corporation," 1 as also to take stock in a 
corporation, or otherwise embark in any gainful enterprise. 
Many Constitutions also forbid the assumption by the State 
of the debts of any individual or municipal corporation. 

The care of the people for their financial freedom and safety 
extends even to local bodies. Many of the recent Constitu
tions limit, or direct the legislature to limit, the borrowing 
powers of counties, cities, or towns, sometimes even of incor
porated school districts, to a sum not exceeding a certain per
centage on the assessed value of the taxable property within 
the area in question. This percentage is usually five per cent 
(e.g. Illinois, Constit. of 1870, Art. ix. § 12), sometimes (e.g. 
Pennsylvania, Constit. of 1873,Art. ix. § 8) seven per cent; 
New York (Amend. of 1884), ten per cent; Wyoming (except 
for water or sewerage works) two per cent. Sometimes also 
the amount of the tax leviable by a local authority in any year 
is restricted to a definite sum-for instance, to one half per 
cent on the valuation.1 And in all the States but seven, cities, 
counties, or other local incorporated authorities are forbidden 
to pledge their credit for, or undertake the liabilities of, or take 
stock in, or otherwise give aid to, any undertaking or company. 
Sometimes this prohibition is absolute; sometimes it is made 
subject to certain conditions, and may be avoided by their 
observance. For instance, there are States.in which the peo
ple of a city can, by special vote, carried by a two-thirds ma
jority, or, a three-fifths majority, or (in Colorado) by a bare 
majority of the tax-payers, authorize the contracting of a debt 
which the municipality could not incur by its ordinary organs 
of government. Sometimes there is a direction that any mu
nicipality creating a debt must at the same time provide for 

I ConBtitntion of MillOnri of 1875 (Art. iv. f 40), a Constitution whose pro
viaioOl on financial matters and restrictioOl on the legislatnre are copious aud 
InBtrnctlve. Similar wordB occnr in nearly all Western and Southern, as well 
u In lOme of the more receot Eastern Coustitutioos. 

I See the elaborate provisions of the Constitution of MiIIOnri of 1875. 
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its extinction by a sinking fund. Sometimes the restrictions 
imposed apply only to a particular class of uudertakings - e.g. 
banks or railroads. The differences between State and State 
are endless; but everywhere the tendency is to makE) the pro
tection against local indebtedness and municipal extravagance 
more and more strict; nor will anyone who knows these local 
authorities, and the temptations, both good and bad, to which 
they are exposed, complain of the strictness.l 

Cases, of course, occur in which a restriction on the taxing 
power or borrowing power of a municipality is found incon
venient, because a costly public improvement is rendered more 
costly if it has to be done piecemeal. The corporation of 
Brooklyn was thus recently prevented from making all at 
once a great street which would have been a boon to the city, 
and will have to spend more money in buying up the land for 
it bit by bit. But the evils which have followed in America 
from the immixture both of States and of cities in enterprises 
of a public nature, and the abuses incident to an unlimited 
power of undertaking improvements, have been so great as to 
make people willing to bear with the occasional inconven
iences which are inseparable from restriction. 

"A catalogue of these evils would include the squandering of the 
public domain; the enrichment of schemers whose policy it has been 
first to obtain all they can by fair promises, and then avoid, as far and 
as long as possible, the fulfilment of the promises; the corruption of 
legislation; the loss of State credit; great public debts recklessly con
tracted for; moneys often recklessly expended; public discontent, be
cause the enterprises fostered from the public treasury, and on the 
pretence of public benefit, are not believed to be managed in the public 
interest; and finally, great financial panic, collapse, and disaster." 2 

The provisions above described have had the effect of 
steadily reducing the amount of State debts, although the 
wealth of the country makes rapid strides. This reduction 
was between 1870 and 1880, about 25 per cent in the case of 
State debts, and in that of county, town, and school district 
debts about 8 p'6r cent. In the decade ending with 1890 the 

1 In a Note to Chapter LI. p08t, placed at the end of this volume, I have 
given some specimens of the constitutional provisions which restrict the bor
rowing powers of local authorities. 

S Cooley, Constit. Limit. p. 266. 
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reduction in State debts W38 '67,218,760 (nearly half of this, 
howeyer, due to scaling down of debts of Southern States); 
but county debts rose from '124,105,027 to '145,048,045, and 
the school district debts from '17,580,682 to '36,701,948. 
In cities there W38, within the decade 1870-80, not only no 
reduction, but an increase of over 100 per cent, possibly as 
much 38 130 per cent. In 1890 the total debt, less sinking 
fund, of municipalities exceeding 4000 inhabitants is returned 
at '&I6,5Oi,GU against '623,7Sl,262 in 1880, but owing to 
the growth of popnlation the amount per capita which was 
'-lS.06 in 1880, had fallen in 1890 to '31.69.1 

This striking difference between the cities and the States 
may be explained in several ways. One is that cities cannot 
repudiate, while 80yereign States can and do.' Another 
may be found in the later introduction into State Constitu
tions of restrictions on the borrowing powers of municipalities. 
But the chief cause is to be found in the conditions of the 
government of great cities, where the wealth of the commu
nity is largest, and is also most at the disposal of a multitude 
of ignorant yoters. Several of the greatest cities lie in States 
which did not till recently, or haye not eyen now, imposed 
adequate restrictions on the borrowing power of city councils. 
Now city councils. 38 we shall see presently, are not only in
capable administrators, but are prone to such public improve
ments 38 present opportunities for speculation, for jobbery, 
and even for wholesale embezzlement. 

I I take tbeae figuMl from the BolletiD No. 116 of the ceDSU8 of 1890. 
lla lOme puta of New EnglaDd the "ity, towu, or o&ber municipal debt is 

aIIO lb. penooal debt of 8YUJ' Inhabitant, aad is tberefore an exeellent 
MC:arity. 



CHAPTER XLIV 

THE WORKING OJ!' STA.TE GOVEBNMElfTS 

THE difficulty I have already remarked of explaining to 
Europeans the nature of an American State, viz. that there is 
in Europe nothing similar to it, recurs when we come to in
quire how the organs of government which have been described 
play into one another in practice. To say that a State is 
something lower than the nation but greater than a municipal
ity, is to say what is obvious, but not instructive; for the 
peculiarity of the State is that it combines some of the feat
ures· which are to Europeans characteristic of a nation and 
a nation only, with others that belong to a municipality. 

The State seems great or small according to the point of 
view from which one regards it. It is. vast if one regards the 
sphere of its action and the completeness of its control in 
that sphere, which includes the maintenance of law and 
order, nearly the whole field of civil and criminal jurispru
dence, the supervision of all local governments, an unlimited 
power of taxation. But if we ask, Who are the persons 
that manage this great machine of government; how much 
interest do the citizens take in it; how much reverence do 
they feel for it? the ample proportions we had admired begin 
to dwindle, for the persons turn out to be insignificant, and 
the interest of the people to have steadily declined. The 
powers of State authorities are powers like those of a Euro
pean parliament; but they are wielded by men most of whom 
are less distinguished and less respected by their fellows than 
are those who fill the city councils of Manchester or Cologne. 
Several States exceed in area and population some ancient 
European monarchies. But their annals may not have been 
illumined by a single striking event or brilliant personality. 

A further difficulty in ~scribing how a State government 
628 
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works arises from the endless differences of detail between the 
several States. The organic frame of government is similar 
in all j but its functional activities vary according to the 
temper and habits, the ideas, education, and traditions of the 
inhabitants of the State. A European naturally says, "Select 
a typical State, and describe that to us." But there is no 
such thing as a typical State. Massachusetts or Connecticut 
is a fair sample of New England, Minnesota or Iowa of the 
North-West j Georgia or Alabama shows the evils, accom
panied no doubt by great recuperative power, that still vex 
the South j New York and Illinois the contrast between the 
tendencies of an ignorant city mob and the steady-going 
farmers of the rural counties. But to take anyone of these 
States as a'iype, asking the reader to assume what is said of 
it to apply equally to the other forty-three commonwealths, 
would land us in inextricable confusions. I must therefore 
be content to speak quite generally, emphasizing those points 
in which the colour and tendencies of State governments are 
much the same over the whole Union, and begging the Euro
pean reader to remember that illustrations drawn, as they 
must be drawn, from some particular State, -yvill not neces
sarily be true of every other State government, because its 
life may go on under different conditions. 

The State governments, as has been observed already, bear 
a family likeness to the National or Federal government, a 
likeness due not only to the fact that the latter was largely 
modelled after the systems of the old thirteen States, but 
also to the influence which the Federal Constitution has ex
erted ever since 1189 on those who have been drafting or 
amending State Constitutions. Thus the Federal Constitution 
has been both child and parent. Where the State Constitu
tions differ from the Federal, they invariably differ in being 
more democratic. It still expresses the doctrines of 1181. 
They express the views of later days, when democratic ideas 
have been more rampant, and men less cautious than the 
sages of the Philadelphia Convention have given legal form 
to popular beliefs. This difference, which appears not ouly 
in the mode of appointing judges, but in the shorter terms 
which the States allow to their officials and senators, comes 
out most clearly in the relations established between the 

VOL. 12M 
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legislative and the executive powers. The National executive, 
though disjoined from the legislature in a way strange to 
Europeans, is nevertheless all of a piece. The President is 
supreme; his ministers are his subordinates, chosen by him 
from among his political associates. They act under his 
orders; he is responsible for their conduct. But in the 
States there is nothing even distantly resembling a cabinet. 
The chief executive officials are directly elected by the people. 
They hold by a title independent of the State governor. They 
are not; except so far as some special statute may provide, 
subject to his directions, and he is not responsible for their 
conduct, since he cannot control it. .As the governor need 
not belong to the party for the time being dominant in the 
legislature, so the other State officials need not be t)f the same 
party as the governor.l They may even have been elected at 
a different time, or for a longer period. 

A European, who studies the mechanism of State govern
ment-very few Europeans so far having studied it-is at 
first puzzled by a system which contradicts his preconceived 
notions. "How," he asks, "can such machinery work? One 
can understand, the scheme under which a legislature rules 
through officers whom it has, whether legally or practically, 
chosen and keeps in power. One can even understand a 
scheme in which the executive, while independent of the leg
islature, consists of persons acting in unison, under a head 
directly responsible to the people. But will not a scheme, in 
which the executive officers are all independent of one another, 
yet not subject to the legislature, want every condition needed 
for harmonious and efficient action? They obey nobody. 
They are responsibl~ to nobody, except a people which only 
exists in concrete activity for one election day every two 
years, when it is dropping papers into the ballot-box. Such 
a system seems the negation of a system, and more akin to 
chaos." 

In his attempts to penetrate this mystery, our European 
receives little help from his usually helpful American friends, 
simply because they do not understand his difficulty. Light 
dawns on him when he perceives that the executive business 

1 Tbus Massachusetts elected in 1891 (and again in 1892) a Democratic gov
ernor, bot her other Stat!) o/ticjajs from the Republican party. 
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of a State is such as not to need any policy, in the European 
sense, and therefore no harmony of view or purpose among 
those who manage it. Everything in the nature of State 
policy belongs to the legislature, and to the legislature alone. 

Compare the Federal President with the State Governor. 
The former has foreign policy to deal with, the latter has none. 
The former has a vast patronage, the latter has scarcely 
any. The former has the command of the army and navy, the 
latter has only the militia, insignificant in ordinary times. 
The former has a post.office, but there is no State postal-ser
vice. Little remains to the Governor except his veto, which 
is not so much an executive as a legislative function; the duty 
of maintaining order, which becomes important only when 
insurrection or riot breaks ont; and the almost mechanical 
function of representing the State for various matters of rou
tine, such as demanding from other States the extradition of 
offenders, issuing writs for the election of congressmen or of 
the State legislature, receiving the reports of the various State 
officials. These officials, even the highest of them who corre
spond to the cabinet ministers in the National government, are 
either mere clerks, performing work, such as that of receiving 
and paying out State moneys, strictly defined by statute, and 
usually checked by other officials, or else are in the nature of 
commissioners of inquiry, who may inspect and report, but can 
take no independent action of importance. Policy does not lie 
within their province; even in executive details their discre
tion is confined within narrow limits. They have, no doubt, 
from the governor downwards, opportunities for jobbing and 
malversation; but even the less scrupulous are restrained from 
using these opportunities by the fear of some investigating 
committee of the legislature, with possible impeachment or 
criminal prosecution as a consequence of its report. Holding 
for terms which seldom exceed two or three years, they feel 
the insecurity of their position; but the desire to earn re
election by the able and conscientious discharge of their func
tions, is a less effective motive than it would be if the practice 
of re-electing competent men were more frequent. Unfortu
nately here, as in Congress, the tradition of many States is, that 
when a man bas enjoyed an office, however well he may have 
served the public, some one else ought to have the next turn. 
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The reason, therefore, why the system I have sketched rubs 
along in the several States is, that the executive has little to 
do, and comparatively small sums to handle. The further 
reason why it has so little to do is two-fold. Local govern
ment is so fully developed that many functions, which in 
Europe would devolve on a central authority, are in all Amer
ican States left to the county, or the city, or the township, or 
the school district. These minor divisions narrow the province 
of the State, just as the State narrows the province of the cen
tral.government. And the other reason is, that legislation has 
in the several States pushed itself to the farthest limits, and 
so encroached on subjects which European legislatures would 
leave to the executive, that executive discretion is extinct, and 
the officers are the mere hands of the legislative brain, which 
directs them by statutes drawn with extreme minuteness, care
fully specifies the purposes to which each money grant is to 
be applied, and supervises them by inquisitorial committees. 

It is a natnral consequence of these arrangements that State 
office carries little either of dignity or of power. A place is 
valued chiefly for its salary, or for such opportunities of oblig
ing friends or securing commissions on contracts as it may pre
sent though in the greatest States the post of attorney-general 
or comptroller is often sought by able men. A State Governor, 
however, is not yet a nonentity. In more than one State a 
sort of perfume from the old days lingers round the office, as 
in Massachusetts, where the traditions of last century were 
renewed by the eminent man who occnpied the chair of the 
commonwealth during the War of Secession and did much to 
stimulate and direct the patriotism of its citizens. Though no 
one would nowadays, like Mr. Jay in 1195, exchange the chief 
justiceship of the United States for the governorship of his 
State, a Cabinet minister will sometimes, as Mr. Folger did a 
few years ago, seek to quit his post in order to obtain the gov
ernorship of a great State like New York. In all States, the 
Governor, as the highest official and the depositary of State 
authority, may at any moment become the pivot on whose 
action public order turns. In the Pennsylvania riots of 1811 
it was the accidental absence of the Governor on a tour in the 
West which enabled the forces of sedition to gather strength. 
During the more recent disturbances which large strikes, espe-
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cially among railway employes, have caused in the West, the 
prompt action of a Governor has preserved or restored tran
quillity in more than one State; while the indecision of the 
Governor of an adjoining one has emboldened strikers to stop 
traffic, or to molest workmen who had been hired to replace 
them. So in a commercial crisis, like that which swept over 
the Union in 1831, when the citizens are panic-stricken and the 
legislature hesitates, much may depend on the initiative of the 
Governor, to whom the eyes of the people naturally turn. His 
right of suggesting legislative remedies, nsually neglected, then 
becomes significant, and may abridge or increase the difficulties 
of the community. 

It is not, however, as an executive magistrate that a State 
Governor usually makes or mars a reputation, but in his quasi
legislative capacity of agreeing to or vetoi_ng bills passed by 
the legislature. The merit of a Governor is usually tested by 
the number and the boldness of his vetoes; and a European 
enjoys, as I did in the State of New York in '1810, the odd 
spectacle of a Governor appealing to the people for re-election 
on the ground that he had defeated in many and important 
instances the will of their representatives solemnly expressed 
in the votes of both Houses. That such appeals should be 
made, and often made successfully, is due not only to the dis
trust which the people entertain of their legislatures, but also, 
to their honour be it said, to the respect of the people for 
courage. They like above all things a strong man; just as 
English constituencies prefer a candidate who refuses to 
swallow pledges or be dictated to by cliques. 

This view of the Governor as a check on the legislature 
explains why the Americans think it rather a gain than an 
injury to the State that he should belong to the palty which is 
for the time being in a minority in the legislature. How the 
phenomenon occurs" may be seen by noting the different 
methods of choice employed. The Governor is chosen by a 
mass vote of all citizens over the State. The representatives 
are chosen by the same voters, but in districts. Thus one 
party may have a majority on a gross poll of the whole State, 
but may find itself in a minority in the larger number of eleo
toral districts. This happens in New York State, on an average, 
in two years out of every three. The mass vote shows adem. 
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ocratic majority, because the Democrats are overwhelmingly 
strong in New York ·City, and some other great centres of 
population. But in the rural districts and most of the smaller 
towns the Republican party commands a majority sufficient to 
enable them to carry most districts. Hence, while the Gov
ernor is usually a Democrat, the legislature is often Repub
lican. Little trouble need be feared from the opposition of 
the two powers, because such issues as divide the national 
parties have scarce any bearing on State affairs. Some good 
may be hoped, because a Governor of the other party is more 
likely to check or show up the misdeeds of a hostile Senate or 
Assembly than one who, belonging to the group of men which 
guides the legislature, has a motive for working with them, 
and may expect to share any gains they can amass. l 

Thus we are led back to the legislature, which is so much 
the strongest force in the several States that we may almost 
call it the Government and ignore all other authorities. Let 
us see how it gets on without that guidance which an executi ve 
ministry supplies to the Chambers of every free European 
country. 

As the frame of a State government generally resembles the 
National government, so a State legislature resembles Congress. 
In most State·s, it exaggerates the characteristic defects of 
Congress. It has fewer able and high-minded men among its 
members. It has less of recognized leadership. It is sur
rounded by temptations relatively greater. It is guarded by 
a less watchful and less interested public opinion. But before 
we inquire what sort of men fill the legislative halls, let us ask 
what kinds of business draw them there. 

The matter of State legislation may be classified under three 
heads: 

I. Ordinary private law, i.e. contracts, torts, inheritance, 
family relations, offences, civil and criminal procedure. 

1 Sometimes, however, inconvenience arises from the hostility of the State 
Senate and the Governor. Quite recently the Senate of New York persistently 
refused to confirm the nominations made to certain offices by the Governor, 
with the effect of securing the retention in office long beyond their legal term 
of several officials, these old officials holding on and drawing their salaries 
because no new men had been duly appointed to fill their places. The Senate 
was thought to have behaved ill; but the Governor was not trusted and neither 
exerted nor deserved to exert any moral authority. 
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II. Administrative law, including the regulation of munici
pal and rural local government, public works, education, the 
liquor traffic, vaccination, adulteration, charitable and penal 
establishments, the inspection of mines or manufactories, to
gether with the general law of corporations, of railroads, and 
of labour, together also with taxation, both State and local, 
and the management of the public debt. 

III. Measures of a local and special nature, such as are 
called in England "private bills," i.e. bills for chartering and 
incorporating gas, water, canal, tramway, or railway companies, 
or for conferring franchises in the nature of monopolies or 
privileges upon such bodies, or for altering their constitutions, 
for incorporating cities and minor communities and regulating 
their affairs. 

Comparing these three classes of business, between the first 
and second of which it is no doubt hard to draw a sharp line, 
we shall find that bills of the second class are more numerous 
than those of the first, bills of the third more numerous than 
those of the other two put together. Ordinary private law, 
the law which guides or secures us in the every day relations 
of life, and upon which nine-tenths of the suits between man 
and man are founded, is not greatly changed from year to year 
in the American States. Many Western, and a few Eastern 
States have made bold experiments in the field of divorce, others 
have added new crimes to the statute-book and amended their 
legal procedure. But commercial law, as well as the law of 
property and civil rights in general, remains tolerably stable. 
People are satisfied with things as they are, and the influence 
of the legal profession is exerted against tinkering. In matters 
of the second class, which I have called administrative, because 
they generally involve the action of the State or of some of 
the communities which exist within it, there is more legislative 
activity. Every session sees experiments tried in this field, 
generally with the result of enlarging the province of govern
ment, both by interfering with the individual citizen and by 
attempting to do things for him which apparently he either 
does not do or does not do well for himself.l But the general 

1 Bee the chapter on .. lai88eZ Faire," In VoL n. 
Maoy of these measnre8 have been prepared by associatioos outside the 

Iegi8!ature, who embody their wishes In a bill, give it to a member or members. 
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or "public" legislation, is dwarfed by the" private bill" legis
lation which forms the third of our classes. The bills that are 
merely local or special outnumber general bills everywhere, 
and outnumber them enormously in those States which, like 
Virginia, or Mississippi (down till 1890), do not require cor
porations to be formed under generallaws.1 Such special bills 
are condemned by thoughtful Americans, not only as confus
ing the general law, but because they furnish, unless closely 
watched, opportunities for perpetrating jobs, and for inflicting 
injustice on individuals or localities in the interest of some 
knot of speculators. They are one of the scandals of the 
country. But there is a further objection to their abundance 
in the State legislatures. They are a perennial fountain of 
corruption. Promoted for pecuniary ends by some incorpo
rated company or group of men proposing to form a company, 
their passage is secured by intrigue, and by the free expendi
ture of money which finds its way in large sums to the few 
influential men who control a State Senate or Assembly, and 
in smaller sums to those among the rank aud file of members 
who are accessible to these solid arguments, and careless of 
any others. It is the possibility of making profit in this way 
out of a seat in the legislature which draws to it not a few men 
in those States which, like New York, Pennsylvania, or illinois, 
offer a promising field for large pecuniary enterprises. Where 
the carcase is there will the vultures be gathered together. 
The money power, which is most formidable in the shape of 
large corporations, chiefly attacks the legislatures of these 
great States. It is, however, felt in nearly all States. And 
even where, as is the case in most States, only a small minor
ity of members are open to bribes, the opportunity which 
these numerous local and special bills offer to a man of making 
himself important, of obliging his friends, of securing some
thing for his locality and thereby confirming his local influence, 
is sufficient to make a seat in the legislat'Ire desired chiefly in 
respect of such bills, and to obscure, in the eyes of most 

and get it passed, perhaps with scarcely any debate. Thns not only the 
Labour organizations, such as the Knights of Labour, and the Grangers 
(farmers' clubs) ,_but the Women's Christian Temperance Union, the medical 
profession, the dentists, the dairymen, get their favourite schemes enacted. 

1 In 1890, the Kentucky legislature passed 176 public and 1752 local 01 

private acts. 
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members, the higher functions of general legislation which 
these assemblies possess. One may apply to these common
wealths, though in. a new sense, the famous dictum, corruptis
sima republica plurimae lege8. 

One form of this special legislation is peculiarly attractive 
and pernicious. It is the power of dealing by statute with 
the municipal constitution and actual management of cities. 
Cities grow so fast that all undertakings connected with them 
are particularly tempting to speculators. City revenues are 
so large as to offer rich plunder to those who can seize the con
trol of them. The vote which a city casts is so heavy as to 
throw great power into the hands of those who control it, and 
enable them to drive a good bargain with the wirepullers of 
a legislative chamber. Hence the control exercised by the 
State legislature over city government is a most important 
branch of legislative business, a means of power to scheming 
politicians, of enrichment to greedy ones, and if not of praise 
to evil-doers, yet certainly of terror to them that do well. l 

Weare now in a position, having seen what the main busi
ness of a State legislature is, to inquire what is likely to be 
the quality of the persons who compose it. The. conditions 
that determine their quality may be said to be the following: -

I. The system of selection by party conventions. As this 
will be described in subsequent chapters (part III.), I will 
here say no more than that it prevents the entranct'l of good 
men and favours that of bad ones. 

II. The habit of choosing none but a resident to represent 
an electoral district, a habit which narrows the field of choice, 
and not only excludes competent men from other parts of the 
State, but deters able men generally from entering State pol
itics, since he who loses his seat for his own district cannot 
find his way back to the legislature as member for any other. 

III. The fact that the capital of a State - i.e. the meeting
place of the legislatur!l and residence of the chief officials, is 

1 Although this tinkering with city government is moat harmful where the 
cltiel are large, it II abundant even where the cities are small. For instance, 
In Wisconsin, a Western State with only one large city (Milwaukee), there 
were passed in the session of 1885 about 500 acts granting or dealing with city 
charten. filling 1342 pages of print. All the other acte of the year filled only 
about IlOO pages.-Addr_ delivered by Dr. Albert Shaw (in 1888) at Cornell 
Uuivenity. 
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usually a small town, at a distance from the most populous 
city or cities of the State, and therefore a place neither attrac
tive socially nor convenient for business men or lawyers, and 
which, it may be remarked in passing, is more shielded from 
a vigilant public opinion than is a great city, with its keen 
and curious press. Pennsylvanians who might be willing to 
serve in a legislature meeting at Philadelphia are less inclined 
to attend one at Harrisburg. An eminent citizen of Connect
icut observed to me that, whereas everybody in that little 
State could reach Hartford in a few hours from its farthest 
corner, a member attending the legislature of Illinois or Wis
consin might often have to quit his home and live during the 
session at Springfield or Madison, because these capitals are 
remote from the outer parts of those large commonwealths. 
He thought this a factor in the comparative excellence of the 
Connecticut legislature. 

IV. The nature of the. business that comes before a State 
legislature. As already explained, by far the largest part of 
this business excites little popular interest and involves no 
large political issues. Unimportant it is not. Nothing could 
well be more important than to repress special legislation, and 
deliver cities . from the ~angs of the spoiler. But its impor
tance is ~not readily apprehended by ordinary people, the 
mischiefs that have to be checked being spread out over a 
multitude of bills, most of them individually insignificant, 
how:ever ruinous in their cumulated potency. Hence a leading 
politician seldom troubles himself to enter a State legislature, 
while the men who combine high character with talent and 
energy are too much occupied in practising their profession or 
pushing their business to undertake the dreary task of wran
gling over gas and railroad bills in committees, or exerting 
themselves to win some advantage for the locality that returns 
them. 

I have not mentioned among these depressing conditions the 
payment of salaries to members, because it makes little differ
ence. It is no doubt an attraction to some of the poorer men, 
to penurious farmers, or half-starved lawyers. But in attract
ing them it does not serve to keep out any better men. Prob
ably the sense of public duty would be keener if legislative 
work was not paid at all. But, looking at the question practi; 
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cally, I doubt whether the discontinuance of salaries would 
improve the quality of American legislators. The drawbacks 
to the position which repel the best men, the advantages which 
attract inferior men, would remain the same as now; and there is 
nothing absurd in the view that the places of those who might 
cease to come if they did not get their five dollars a day would 
be taken by men who would ma1lage to make as large an in
come in a less respectable way. 

After this, it need scarcely be said that the State legislatures 
are not high-toned bodies. The best seem to be those of some 
of the New England States, particularly Massachusetts, where 
the venerable traditions surrounding an ancient commonwealth 
do something, though not enough, to sustain the dignity of the 
body and induce good men to enter it. This legislature, called 
the General Court, is, according to the best authorities, substan
tially pure, and does its work passably well. Its composition is, 
however, inferior to that of the General Courts of sixty years 
ago, and has not improved of late. Connecticut has a fair 
Senate, and a tolerable House of Representatives. It is also 
reported to be reasonably honest; though not free from dema,. 
gogism. Vermont is pure; New Hampshire, a State where 
constituencies are reproached with bribery, less respectable. 
Next come some of the North-Western States, where the popu
lation, consisting almost entirely of farmers, who own as well as 
work their land, sends up members who fairly represent its 
average intelligence, and are little below the level of its average 
virtue. There are no traditions in such States, and there are 
already corporations rich enough to corrupt members and be 
themselves black-mailed. Hence one is prepared to find among 
the legislators professional politicians of the worst class. But 
the percentage of such men is small in States like Michigan, 
Iowa, Minnesota, Oregon, probably not more than from five to 
ten per cent, the other members being often ignorant and 
narrow, but honest and well-intentioned. In Ohio and Indiana 
the proportion of black sheep may be somewhat higher. 

It is hard to present a general view of the Southern States, 
both because there are great differences among them, and be
cause they are still in a state of transition, generally, it would 
seem, transition towards a better state of things. Roughly 
IIpeaking, their legislatures stand below those of the North· 
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West, though in most a few meu of exceptional ability and 
standing may be fouud. Kentucky and Georgia are among 
the better States, Mississippi and Arkansas are reported 3S 

among the less pure. Louisiana, infected by New Orleans, is 
admittedly the worst. 

The lowest place belongs to. the States which, possessing the 
largest cities, have received the largest influx of Europeau 
immigrants, and have fallen most completely under the control 
of unscrupulous party managers. New York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Chicago, Cincinnati, San Francisco have done their 
best to poison the legislatures of the States in which they re
spectively lie by filling these bodies with members of a low 
type, as well as by being themselves the centres of enormous 
accumulations of capital. They have brought the strongest 
corrupting force into contact with the weakest and most cor
ruptible material; and there has followed in Pennsylvania and 
New York such a Witches' Sabbath of jobbing, bribing, thiev
iug, aud prostitution of legislative power to private interest as 
the world has seldom seen. Of course even in these States 
the majority of the members are not bad men, for the majority 
come from the rural districts or smaller towns, where honesty 
and order reign as they do generally in Northern and Western 
America outside a few large cities. Many of them are farmers 
or small lawyers, who go up meaning to do right, but fall into 
the hauds of schemers who abuse their inexperience and prac
tise on their ignorance. One of the ablest and most vivacious 
of the younger generation of American politicians I says: 

"Where a number of men, many of them poor, some of them unscru
pulous, and others elected by constituents wo ignorant to hold them to a 
proper accountability for their actions, are put into a position of great 
temporary power, where they are called to take action upon questions 
affecting the welfare of large corporations and wealthy private individuals, 
the chances for corrnption are always great j and that there is mnch 
viciousness and political dishonesty, much moral cowardice, and a good 
deal of actual bnlle-taking at Albany, no one who has had practical expe
rience of legislation can doubt. At the same time, I think the good 
members outnumber the bad. • •• The representatives from the country 
districts are usually good men, well·to-do farmers, small lawyers, or pros
perous storekeepers, and are shrewd, quiet, and honest. They are often 

I Mr. Theodore Roosevelt of New York, in the Century MagaziJlll lor 
April 1885. 
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narrow·minded, and slow to receive an idea; but they cling to it with the 
utmost teuacity. For the most part they are native Americans, and those 
who are not are meu who have become completely Americani.;~d in their 
ways and habits of thought. . . . The worst legislators com~ from the 
great cities. They are usually foreigners of little or no eduCdtion, with 
esceedingly misty ideas as to morality, and possessed of an ignorance so 
profound that it could only be called comic were it not for the fact that it 
has at times such serious effects on our laws. It is their ignorance quite 
as much as actual viciousness which makes it 80 difficult to procure the 
p8IIIl&g8 of good la WlI, or to prevent the passage of bad ones; and it is 
the most irritating of the many elements with which we have to contend 
in the fight for good government." 1 

The same writer goes on to say that after sitting in three 
New York It'gislatures he came to think that about one·third 
of the members were open to corrupt influences, but tbat 
although the characters of those men were known to their 
colleagues and to the "lobby," it was rarely possible to con
vict them. Many of this worst third had not gone into the 
legislature meaning to make gain out of the -position, but had 
been corrupted by it. They found that no distinction was to 
be won there by legitimate methods, and when temptation 
came in their way they fell, having feeble consciences and no 
statesmanlike knowledge. Or they were anxious above all 
things to pass some local measure on which their constituents 
were set, and they found they could not win the support of 
other members except by becoming accomplices in the jobs or 
"steals" which these members were" putting through." Or 
they gained their seat by the help of some influential man 
or powerful company, and found themselves obliged to vote 
according to the commands of their" owner."· 

1 Anyone with aperience of legialative bodies will agree with the view that 
Ignorance aDd IItnpidity eanae more trouble thaD bad intentions, seeing that 
they are more common, aDd are the materials on which men of bad intentions 
play . 

• .. Tbere ealDe before a oommittee (of tbP. New York Bonse) of wbich I hap
pened to be a member, a perfectly proper bill in the interest of a certain cor
poration; the majority of the oommittee, BiI in number, ... ere thoroughly bad 
m"n, ... ho oppoeed with the hope of being paid to cease their oppneition. When 
I conaented to take charge of the hill, I etipulated that not a penny should be 
paid to ensure its puaage. It therefore became neceseary to 888 what pressure 
,,",uld be brought to bear on the reealcitrant members; and accordingly we had 
to find out ... ho ... ere the authon and Bponson of their political being. Three 
proved to be under the control of local statesmen of the _e party as them
-lYea, and of equally bad moral character; one ..... ruled bJ a politician of 
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The corrupt member has several methods of making gains. 
One, the most obvious, is to exact money or money's worth for 
his vote. A second is to secure by it the support of a group 
of his colleagues in some other measure in which he is person
ally interested, as for instance a measure which will add to 
the value of land near a particular city. This is "log-rolling," 

. and is the most difficult method to deal with, because its 
milder forms are scarcely distinguishable from that legitimate 
give and take which must go on in all legislative bodies. It 
is, however, deemed so mischievous, that four new Constitu
tions have expressly enacted that it shall be held to constitute 
the offence of solicitation or bribery, and be punishable accord
ingly.l A third is black-mailing. A member brings in a bill 
either specially directed against some particular great corpora
tion, probably a railway, or proposing so to alter the general 
law as in fact to injure such a corporation, or a group of corpo
rations. He intimates privately that he is willing to "see" the 
directors or the law-agents of the corporation, and is in many 
cases bought off by them, keeping his bill on the paper till the 
last moment so as to prevent some other member from repeat
ing the trick: Even in the North-Western States there is 
usually a> group of such "scallawag" members, who, finding 
the $300 they receive insufficient, increase their legislative 
income by levying this form of taxation upon the companies 
ofthe State. Nor is the device (technically called a "strike") 
quite unknown in New England, where a ten hours' labour bill, 
for instance, has frequently been brought in to frighten the 
large corporations and other capitalists into inducing its author 
to drop it, the inducements being such as capitalists can best 
apply. Every considerable railway keeps an agent or agents 
continually on the spot while a State legislature is in session, 
watching the bills brought in and the committees that deal 
with them. Such an agent sometimes relies on the friends of 
the railway to defeat these bills, and uses the usual expedients 
for creating friends. But it is often cheaper and easier to 

unsavoury reputation from a different city; the fifth, a Democrat, was owned 
by a Republicau (!) Federal official, aud the sixth by the president of a horse
car [street tramway] company. A couple of letters from these two magnates 
forced the last-mentioned members to change front on the bill with surprising 
alacrity." - Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, ut supra. 

1 North Dakota, Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming. 
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square the assailant.1 Of conrse the committees are the focus 
of intrigue, and the chairmanship of a committee the position 
which affords the greatest facilities for an unscrupulous man. 
Round the committees there buzzes that swarm of professional 
agents which Americans call" the lobby," soliciting the mem
bers, threatening them with trouble in their constituencies, 
plying them with all BOrts of inducements, treating them to 
dinners, drinks, and cigars.· 

In these demoralized States the State Senate is apt to be a 
worse body than the House, whereas in the better States the 
Senate is usually the superior body.. The reasou is two-fold. 
As the Senate is smaller-in New York it consists of 32 
members against 128 in the Assembly-the vote of each 
member is of more consequence, and fetches, when venal, a 
higher price. Other things being equal, a stronger temptation 
is more likely to overcome virtue, and other things practically 
are equal, because it is just as hard to fix responsibility on a 
senator as on an Assembly man, and the post is no more 
dignified. And the second reason is that the most adroit and 
practised intriguers work their way up into the Senate, where 
their power (which includes the confirmation of appointments) 
is greater and their vote more valuable. There is a survival of 
the fittest, but as fitness includes the absence of scruples, this 
comes in practice to mean the natural selection of the worst. 

I The president of a Western railroad, an upright as well as able man, tOld 
me that he was obliged to keep constant guard at the capital of the State in 
wbicb the line Jay, wbile the legislature was sitting, and to use every means 
to defeat billa aimed at the railway, because otberwise the shareholders would 
have heen ruined. He deplored the neeessity. It was a State of comparatively 
good tone, but there was such a prejudice against railroads among the farming 
popnlatlon, tbat mlachievoD8 billa had a chance of aoccess, and therefore des
perate remedies were needed. 

• .. Ooe Benator, wbo was generally known as' the wicked Gibbs,' spent two 
yean at Albany, in which he pursned his • busiue .. ' 80 shamelessly that his 
fIOnstituents refoaed to send him there again; but he coolly came out a year 
Jater and begged for a return to tbe Assembly on the ground that he was 
financially embarrassed, and wished to go to the Assembly in order to retrieve 
his fortnnes on the salary of an Assembly-man, which is 11500 (£300) ! "-Mr. 
J. B. Bishop of New York, In a paper entitled Money in City EleclioM, p. 6. 

I Some of my informants would not admit this; and some fixed the percent
age of fIOrrupt men, even at Albany, lower than Mr. Roosevelt does. Writers 
of the peaaimi8tic achool make it even higher. I give here and elsewhere what 
_m to be on the whole tbe best 8Upported views, though. as Herodotus sayB 
aboo, the legend of Cyroa, .. knowing three other paths of story also." 
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I escape from this Stygian pool to make some observations 
which seem applicable to State legislatures generally, and not 
merely to the most degraded. 

The spirit of localism, surprisingly strong everywhere in 
America, completely rules them. A member is not a member 
for his State, chosen by a district but bound to think first of the 
general welfare of the commonwealth. He is a member for 
Brownsville, or Pompey, or the Seventh district, and so forth, 
as the case may be. His first and main duty is to get the most 
he can for his constituency out of the State treasury, or by 
means of State legislation. No appeal to the general interest 
would have weight with him against the interests of that spot. 
What is more, he is deemed by his colleagues of the same 
party to be the sole exponent of the wishes of the spot, and 
solely entitled to handle its affairs. If he approves a bill 
which affects the place and nothi!lg but the place, that is con
clusive. Nobody else has any business to interfere. This 
rule is the more readily accepted, because its application all 
round serves the private interest of every member alike, while 
members of more enlarged views, who ought to champion the 
interests of :the State and sound general principles of legisla
tion, are rare. When such is the accepted doctrine as well as 
invariable practice, log-rolling becomes natural and almost 
legitimate. Each member being the judge of the measure 
which touches his own constituency, every other member sup
ports that member in passing the measure, expecting in return 
the like support in a like cause. He who in the public interest 
opposes the bad bill of another, is certain to find that other 
opposing, and probably with success, his own bill however 
good. I 

The defects noted (Chapters XIV.-XVII.) as arising in 
Congress from the want of recognised leadership and of per
sons officially bound to represent and protect the interests of 
the people at large reappear in the State legislatnres, on a 
smaller scale, no doubt, but in an aggravated form, because the 
level of ability is lower and the control of public opinion less. 
There is no one to withstand the petty localism already referred 
to; no one charged with the duty of resisting proposals which 
some noisy section may demand, but whose ultimate mischief, 
or pernicious effect as precedents, thoughtful men perceive. 
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There are members for districts, but no members for the people 
of the State. Thus many needless bills and many bad bills 
are passed. And when some difficult question arises, it may 
happen that no member is found able to grapple with it. Some
times the governor comes to the rescue by appointing a com
mission of eminent men to devise and suggest to the legislature 
a measure to deal with the question. Sometimes the Consti
tution contains a provision that the judges shall report upon' 
all defects in the judicial system -in order that the needed 
reform may be thereupon carried. Such are the roundabout 
ways in which efforts are made to supply the want of capacity 
in the legislators, and the absence of a proper system of co
operation between the executive and legislative departments. 

There is in State legislators, particularly in the West, a 
restlessness which, coupled with their limited range of knowl
edge and undue appreciation of material interests, makes them 
rather dangerous. Meeting for only a few weeks in the year, or 
probably in two years, they are alarmingly active during those 
weeks, and run measures through whose results are not appre
hended till months afterwards. It is for this reason, no less 
than from the fear of jobbery, that the meeting of the legis
lature is looked forward to with anxiety by the" good citizens" 
in these communities, and its departure hailed as a deliverance. 
I once asked the governor of a far Western commonwealth 
how he got on with his legislature. " I won't say they are 
bad men," he answered, "but the pleasantest sight of the year 
to me is when at the end of the session I see their coat tails 
go round the street corner." 

Both this restlessness and the general character of State 
legislation are illustrated by the enormous numbers of bills in
troduced in each session, comparatively few of which pass, 
because the time is too short, or opposing influences can be 
brought to bear on the committees. 

There were introduced (in the sessions of 1885 or 1886)-

In Alabama 1469 bills (442 passed) 

VOLt 

.. Kentucky 2390" (1400 .. ) 

.. DlInois 1107" (131 " ) 

.. Pennsylvania 1065" (221 " ) 

.. New York 2093" (681 " ) 
ur 
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In ten States the total number of bills introduced was 
12,449, of which 3793 passed. The vast majority of these 
bills were local or speciaP In 1889 there were introduced 
in the legislatures of eleven States 10,838 public bills, of which 
only 1878 were passed, besides 3639 private Acts passed in four 
of these States.2 In South Carolina, during the four years 
preceding 1886, out of about 900 Acts passed, only 256 related 
to matters of general public concern. Acts of incorporation, 
grants of inheritance, changes of names and releases from 
indebtedness, had consumed a large proportion of the time of 
the legislature at a great public expense, and to the serious 
detriment of the State. Yet South Carolina is not a State in 
which there is much capital or many large undertakings. The 
place which the petty matters mentioned take in it would, in 
more prosperous communities, be taken by bills relating to 
railroad and other companies, and to cities. The expense to 
which the States are put by their legislatures, with results 
rather injurious than beneficial, is very great . 

.. In South Carolina, where the session is short, the cost is reported 
by the secretary of state at only $52,000. But in Pennsylvania, with 
158 days of session, it is $686,500 (£137,300). In Connecticut the last 
session of ninety days cost $98,000, while the general expenses of the 
legislature of California are $130,000 for a session of sixty days. The 
cost of printing, of travelling, and other incidental expenses must be 
added in order to form an accurate estimate of the burden imposed on the 
tax-payers of the States to carry on this badly-managed business of law
making, which varies from a daily average cost of about $1000 per diem 

1 Even among the Acts which appear in the statute-books of the States, 
under the heading of general laws there are mauy of a local or special 
character. I find, on referring to the laws of Louisiana passed in 1886, that 
of 96 so-called general Acts passed, 30 were really local or special. In 
Nebraska, in 1887, there were passed 114 general Acts, 22 of which, while 
classed among general laws, were really local- or personal, and 17 were 
described as special. In Minnesota, in 1887, of 265 classed as general Acts, 36 
seem from their titles to be local or special. But it is not always easy to dis
cover the substance from the title, so the number of special Acts classed as 
general may be still larger. Some States (e.g. Wyoming) now forbid the 
passing of any private Acts. 

As remarked in an earlier chapter, the total number of bills of all kinds 
introduced in 1885 iuto the British Parliament, which is the sole legislative 
authority for a population of thirty-<light millions, was 481, of which 282 
passed. 

OJ I take these figures from the presidential address of Mr. Henry Hitchcock 
to the American Bar Association at its annual meeting in 1890. 
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for every legislative session to over ,1000 per diem, making an aggregate 
in the total number of States, and in Congress, which it is impossible to 
ascertain with exactness, but which cannot, I think, be less than 
,10,000,000 (£2,000,000), not as an exceptional outlay, but as the price 
paid for current legislation." I 

Nothing is more remarkable about these State legislators 
tJP.m their timidity. No one seems to think of having an 
opinion of his own. In nmtters which touch the interests of 
his constituents, a member is, of course, their humble servant. 
In burning party questions-they are few, and mostly personal 
-he goes with his party. In questions of general public 
policy he looks to see how the cat jumps j and is ready to vote 
for anything which the people, or any active section of the 
people, cry out for, though of course he may be secretly un
friendly, and may therefore slyly try to spoil a measure. 
This want of independence has some good results. It enables 
a small minority of zealous men, backed by a few newspapers, 
to carry schemes of reform which the majority regard with 
indifference or hostility. Thus in bodies so depraved as the 
legislatures of New York and Pennsylvania, bills have lately 
been passed improving the charters of cities, creating a secret 
ballot, and even establishing an improved system of appoint
ments to office. A few energetic reformers went to Albany 
and Harrisburg to strengthen the hands of the little knot of 
members who battle for go9d government there, and partly 
frightened, partly coaxed a majority of the Senate and House 
into adopting proposals opposed to the interests of professional 
politicians. Some ten years ago, two or three high-minded 
and sagacious ladies obtained by their presence at Albany the 
introduction of reforms into the charitable institutions of New 
York city. The ignorance and heedlessness of the" profes
sionals," who do not always see the results of legislative 
changes, and do not look forward beyond the next few months, 
help to make such triumphs possible j and thus, as the Bible 
tells us that the wrath of man shall praise God, the faults of 
politicians are turned to work for righteousness. 

In the recent legislation of many States, especially West;. 
ern States, there is a singnlar mixture of philanthropy and 
humanitarianism with the folly and jobbery I have described, 

I ~ of Mr. W. A. Butler to the AIIlericao Bar Association in 1886. 
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like threads of gold and silver woven across a warp of dirty 
sacking. Every year sees bills passed to restrict the sale of 
liquor, to prevent the sale of indecent or otherwise demoraliz
ing literature, to protect women and children, to stamp out 
lotteries and gambling houses, to improve the care of the 
blind, the insane, and the poor, which testify to a. warm and 
increasing interest in all good works. These measures are '0 
be explained, not merely by that power which an active and 
compact minority enjoys of getting its own way against a 
crowd of men bent each on his own private gain, and therefore 
not working together for other purpos.es, but also by the real 
sympathy which many of the legislators, espeoially in the 
rural districts, feel for morality and for suffering. Even the 
corrupt politicians of Albany were moved by the appeals of 
the philanthropic ladies to whom I have referred j much more 
then would it be an error to think of the average legislator as 
a bad man, merely because he will join in a job, or deal 
unfairly with a railroad. The moral standard of Western 
America is not quite the same as that of England, just as the 
standard of England differs from that of Germany or France. 
It is both higher and lower. Some sins excite more anger 
or disgust than they do in ]jjngland j some are more lightly 
forgiven, or more quickly forgotten. Laxity in the discharge 
of a political1:rust belongs to the latter category. The news
papers accuse everybody j the ordinary citizen can seldom tell 
who is innocent and who is guilty. He makes a sort of com
promise in his own mind by thinking nobody quite black, but 
everybody gray. And he goes on to think that what every
body does cannot be very sinful. 



CHAPTER XLV 

BEJlEDrEII FOB TUB FAULTS OF STA.TE GOVERNMENTS 

THB defects in State governments, which our examination 
of their working has disclosed, are not those we should have 
expected. It might have been predicted, and it was at one 
time believed, that these authorities, consumed by jealousy and 
stimulated by ambition, would have been engaged in constant 
efforts to extend the sphere of their action and encroach on 
the National government. This does not happen, and seems 
most unlikely to. happen. The people of each State are 
now not more attached to the government of their own 
commonwealth than to the Fedezal government of the nation, 
whose growth has made even the greatest State seem insig
niAcant beside it. 

A study of the frame of State governmen,t, in which the 
executive department is absolutely severed from the legisla
tive, might have 8uggestei that the former would beoome too 
independent, misusing its powers for personal or party pur
poses, while public business would suffer from the want of con
cert between the two great authorities-, that which maklls and 
that which carries out the law. 

This also has proved in practice to be no serious evil. The 
legislature might indeed conceivably work better if the gov
ernor, or some of his chief officials, could sit in it and exercise 
an influence on its deliberations. Such an adaptation of the 
English cabinet system has, however, never been thought of 
for American States; and the example of the Provinciallegig.. 
laturea of Canada, in each of which there is a responsible 
ministry sitting in the legislatBre, does not seem to have 
recommended it for imitation. Those who founded the State 
governments did not desire to place any executive leaders in 
a representative assembly. Probably they were rather in· 

NIl 
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clined to fear that the governor, not being accountable to the 
legislature, would retain too great an independence. The 
recent creation of various administrative officers or Boards 
has gone some way to meet the difficulties which the incom
petence of the legislatures causes, for these officers or Boards 
frequently prepare bills which some member of the legislature 
introduces, and which are put through without opposition, 
perhaps even without notice, except from a handful of mem
bers. On the whole, the executive lU"rangements of the State 
work well, though they might, in the opinion of some judicious 
publicists, be improved by vesting the appointment of the 
chief officials in the governor, instead of leaving it to direct 
popular election. This would tend to give more unity of pur
pose and action to the administration. The collisions which 
occur in practice between the governor and the legislature 
relate chiefly to appointments, that is to say, to personal 
matters, not involving issues of State policy. 

The real blemishes in the system of State government are all 
found in the composition or conduct of the legislatures. They 
are the following: -

Inferiority, as respects knowledge, skill, and sometimes also 
conscience, of the bulk of the men who fill these bodies. 

Improvidence in matters of finance. 
Heedlessness in passing administrative bills. 
Want of proper methods for dealing with local and special 

bills. 
Failure of public opinion adequately to control legislation, 

and particularly local and special bills. 
The practical result of these blemishes has been to create a 

large mass of State and local indebtedness which ought never 
to have been incurred, to allow foolish experiments in law
making to be tried, and to sanction a vast mass of private en
terprises, in which public rights and public interests become the 
sport of speculators, or a source of gain to monopolists, with 
the incidental consequence of demoralizing the legislators 
themselves and creating an often unjust prejudice against all 
corporate undertakings. 

What are the checks or remedies which have been provided 
to limit or suppress these evils? Anyone who has followed 
the account given of the men who compose the legislatures and 
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the methods they follow will have felt that these checks must 
be considerable, else the results would have been worse than 
those we see. . All remedies are directed against the legislative 
power, and may be arranged under four heads. 

First, there is the division of the legislature into two houses. 
A job may have been smuggled through one house, but the 
money needed to push it through the other may be wanting. 
Some wild scheme, professing to benefit the farmers, or the 
cattlemen, or the railroad employes, may, during its passage 
through the Assembly, rouse enough attention from sensible 
people to enable them to stop it in the Senate. The mere ten
dency of two chambers to disagree with one another is deemed 
a benefit by those who hold, as the .Americans do, that every 
nell" measure isprimafaeie likely to do more harm than good. 
Most bills are bad - ergo, kill as many as you can. Each 
house, moreover, has, even in such demoralized State legis
latures as those of Nell" York or Pennsylvania, a satisfac
tion, if not an interest, in unveiling the tricks of the other. 

Secondly, there is the veto of the governor. How much the 
Americans value this appears from the fact that, whereas in 
1789 there was only one State, Massachusetts, which vested 
this power in the chief magistrate, all of the now existing 
States except four give it to him. Some constitutions (includ
ing all the nell" ones) contain the salutary provision that the 
governor may reject one or more items of an appropriation 
bill (sometimes even of any bill) while approving the bill 
as a whole i and this has been found to strengthen his hands 
immensely in checking the waste of public money on bad en
terprises. This Teto power, the great stand-by of the people 
of the States, illustrates admirably the merits of concentrated 
responsibility. The citizens, in choosing the governor to rep
resent the collective authority of the whole State, lay on him 
the duty of examining every bill on its merits. He cannot 
shelter himself behind the will of the representatives of the 
people, because he is appointed to watch and check those rep
resentatives as a policeman watches a snspect. He is bound to 
reject the bill, Dot only if it seems to him to infringe the 
Constitution of the State, bnt also if he thinks it in any wise 
injurious to the public, on pain of being himself snspected of 
carelessness, perhaps of coml)lici~ in some cannDt design. 
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The legislature may, of course, pass the bill over his veto by 
a two-thirds vote; but although there may exist a two-thirds 
majority in favour of the measure, they may fear, after the 
veto has turned the lamp of public opinion upon it, to take so 
strong a step. There are, of course, great differences between 
one governor and another, as well as between one State and 
another, as regards the honesty with which the power is exer

. cised, for it may be, and sometimes is, used by a "Ring" 
governor to defeat measures of reform. But it is a real and 
effective power everywhere; and in the greatest States, where 
the importance of the office sometimes secures the election of 
an able and courageous man, it has done excellent service.1 

Thirdly, there are limitations imposed on the competence of 
the legislature. I have already mentioned some of these lim
itations, the most numerous, and at present the most important 
of which relate to special and local (or what would be called 
in England" pri vate") bills. These bills, while they destroy 
the harmony and simplicity of the law, and consume the time 
of the legislature, are also so fertile a source of jobbery 2 that 
to expunge them or restrict them to cases where a special 

1 Although the existence of tliis ultimate remedy tends to make good mem
bers relax their opposition to bad bills, because they know that the veto will 
kill them, this is a less evil than the disuse of the veto would be. 

2 "In twelve States the legislature is forbidden to create any corporation 
whatever, municipalities included, except by general law, and in thirteen 
others·to create by special Act any except municipal corporations, or those to 
which no other law is applicable. In some States corporations can be created 
by special Act only for municipal, charitable, or reformatory purposes. Such 
provisions are not intended to discourage the formation of private corpora
tions. On the contrary, in all these States general laws exist under which they 
can be formed with great facility. Indeed the defects in some of these statutes, 
and their failure to provide safeguards against some at least of the very evils 
which they were intended to meet, might well suggest to legislators the ques
tion whether in avoiding the Scylla of special legislation they have not been 
drawn into the Charybdis of franchises indiscriminately bestowed. Perhaps 
the time will come when recommendations such as those urged by the New 
York railroad commission will bA acted on, and the promoters of a new rail
road will be obliged to furnish some better reason for its existence, and for 
their exercising the sovereign power of eminent domain, than the chanee of 
forcing a company already established to buy them out-or, failing that, the 
alternative of being sold out under foreclosure, pending a receivership."
Hitchcock, State Oonstitutions, p. 36. 

" A great field for favouritism and jobbery exists, when special Acte of in
corporation are required for each case in which special favours and special 
privileges may be given away by a legislature that may be corruptly influ
enced, without imposing any reciprocal obligation on the corporation. Fully 
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statute was really needed, would be a great benefit. The con
stitutional prohibitions described effect this to some extent. 
lllinois, for instance, has by such prohibitions reduced her 
sessional statutes to about 300 pages, and Iowa averages only 
200-250 pages, whereas the Wisconsin statutes of 1885 reached 
2000 pages, there being in that State far less effective restric
tions. But the powers of evil do not yield without a battle. 
All sorts of evasions are tried, and some succeed. For instance, 
there is a prohibition in the Constitution of New York to pass 
any but general laws relating to the government of cities. 
An Act is passed which is expressed to apply to cities with a 
population exceeding one hundred thousand, but less than two 
hundred thousand. There happens to be only one such city 
in the State, viz. Buffalo, but as there might be more, the law 
is general, and escapes the prohibition. So the Constitution 
of Ohio expressly provides that the legislature" shall pass no 
special act conferring corporate powers." But in 1890 nearly 
fifty such acts were passed, the provision being evaded by the 
use of general enacting words which can in fact apply only to 
one place. One act, for instance, authorized villages with a 
population of not less than 1903 nor more than 1912 to issue 
bonds for natural gas developments; another empowers any 
city having a population of 15,435, by the census of 1890", to 
levy a library tax.1 

Provisions against special legislation are also evaded in 
another way, viz. by passing Acts which, because they purport 
to amend general Acts, are themselves deemed general. Here 
is a recent instance. The Constitution of New York prohibits 
the legislature from passing any private or local Act incorpo
rating villages, or providing for building bridges. A general 
Act was passed in 1885 for the incorporation of villages, with 
general provisions as to bridges. Next year the following Act 
was passed, which I give verbatim. It amends the Act of 
1885, by taking out of it all the counties in the State except 

tw~thirdI of the lobbyism, jobbery. and log-rolling, the frand and trickery that 
are eommoo to our State legislatures, is doe to this power of creating private 
eorporatioDL" - Ford, Citizeru' Manual, Ii. p. 68. 

1 Hr. Hi&c:heock (from whose address 1 take the Ohio instance) adds tbat the 
Supreme eourt of Ohio baa held Bueb evaaioDB unooDBtitutiooal, but that tbey 
eootioue ootwithBtaDding, the legiaIature. and the TillageB or citiea taking 
their cbaoce. 
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Westchester, and then excludes the application of the Act to 
two towns in Westchester. It is thus doubly a "private or 
local Act," but the. prohibition of the Constitution is got 
round.1 

CHAP. 656. 
AN ACT to amend cha.pter two hnndJed and ninety-one of the IaWIJ of 

eighteen hnndred and eeventy, entitled" An Act for the Incorporation of 
Villages." 

VllIa&e IneorporaUoa 

Ao$ of 1886, U t.o 

bridges, t.o apply 

OBI)' t.o pad of 

W ...... OounQ'. 

Passed Jnne 4, 1886; three-fifths being present. 
The People of the State of New York, represented 
in Senate and .Assembly, do enact as follows:-

Section 1. - Section two of chapter four hun. 
dred and fifty of the IaWIJ of eighteen hundJed and 
eighty-five, is hereby amended 80 as to read as 
folloWIJ:-

Section 2. -.All of the connties in this State are 
hereby exempted from the provisions of this .Act 
excepUhe county of Westchester, but nothing in 
this.Act contained shall be construed so aa to apply 
to the towns of Greenburgh and Monnt Pleaaant 
in I!&id connty of Westchester. 

Section 3.-This.Act shall take effect immedi. 
ately. 

Where evasions of this kind become frequent the confusion 
of the statute-book is worse than ever. because, you cannot tell 
without examination whether an Act is general or special. 

The reader will have noticed in the heading of the Act just 
quoted the words "three-fifths being present." This is one 
of the numerous safeguards impOsed on,the procedure of the 
State legislatures. Others have been specified in Chapter XL. 
Their abundance in the newest Constitutions shows how these 
efforts to deal with'the symptoms have failed to eradicate the 
disease, and their increasing minuteness bears witness to the 
endless evasions they seek to anticipate.-

1 The CoDStitution of North Dakota (§ '10) upressly prohibits this evasion. 
S For Instance, it ie 80metimes plOvided that no bill shall be introdllCed within 

a certain period after the beginning or before the end of the ~on, 80 &8 to 
prevent bills from heing smuggled thlOugh iD the last days. This provision is 
evaded .. by introducing a new hill after the time has upired when It may con
stitutionaUy be done, aa an amendment \0 lOme pending bill, the whole of 
which, except the enacting clause,ls stru.ck out \0 make way for it. Thos, the 
member who thinks he may han occaslon for the introduction of a new bill 
after the constitutional period haa expiled, take. care \0 iDtroduee sham hills 
in due S8&80n, whiaJt he can nse &8 stocks \0 graft upon, aud which he _ 
irrespective of their ebar&cter or contents. The sham hill Is perhaps a bill \0 
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The inventive genius of American legislators finds or makes 
many holes in the net which the people have tried to throw 
over them by the Constitution. Yet, though there be none of 
the restrictions mentioned which is not sometimes violated or 
evaded, they have, on the whole, worked well. The enemy is 
held at bay, and a great deal of bad legislation is prevented. 
Some bills have to be dropped, because too plainly repugnant to 
the Constitution to be worth carrying farther. The more igno
rant members do not always apprehend where the difficulty lies. 
They can barely read the Constitution, and the nature of its 
legal operation is as far beyond them as the cause of thunder is 
beyond cats. A friend of mine who sat for some years in the 
New York Assembly was once importuned by an Irish member 
to support that particular member's little bill. He answered 
that he could not, because the bill was against the Constitu
tion. "Och, Mr. Robert," was the reply, "shure the Con
stitootion should never be allowed to come between frinds." 

Some bills again the governor can scarcely help vetoing, 
because they violate a Constitutional restriction; while of 
those that pass him unscathed, a fair number fall victims 
to the courts of law. It may be added that the enforcement 
of the limitations imposed by a State Constitution necessarily 
rests with the judges, since it is they who pronounce, if and 
when the point is brought up in a suit between parties, 
whether or no a statute has transgressed the bounds which 
the fundamental instrument sets, or whether a Constitutional 
amendment has been duly carried.l 

Incorporate the city of Siam. One of the member's constitoents applies to 
him for legislative permission to constroct a dam acress the Wild Cat River. 
Forthwitb, by amendment, tbe bill, entitled a bill to incorporate the city of 
Slam, baA all after tbe eoactiog claose stricken oot, and it Is made to provide, 
as Its sole object, that John Doe may constroct a dam across the Wild Cat. 
With this title, and In this fonn It Is passed; but the hoose then coosiderately 
ameudl the title to correspond with the porpose of the bill, and the law is 
passed, and the Constitotion at the same time saved! "-Cooley, OORStit. 
Limil. p. 169 note. 

I A remarkable Instance of the technical literalism with which the coorts 
sometimes enforce Constitutional restrictions I. afforded by the fate of a 
recent Iiqoor Prohibition amendment to the Constitution of Iowa. This 
amendment had been paaaed by both Hooses of the State legislature in two 
Inecesslve lej(\s!atores, had been submitted to the people and enacted by a 
large majority hBd been proclaimed by the governor and gone into force. 
It was 8Ubaeq~eDtly discovered that one House of the first leglslatore had, 
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Some one may remark that there are two material differ
ences between the position of these State judges and that of 
the Federal judges. The latter are not appointed by a State, 
and are therefore in a more independent position when any 
question of conflict between State laws or Constitutions and 
the Federal Constitution or statutes comes before them. 
Moreover they hold office for life, whereas the State judge 
usually holds for a term of years, and· has his re-election to 
think of. . Can the State judge then be expected to shaw him
self equally bold in declaring a State statute to be unconsti
tutional? Will he not offend the legislature, and the party 
managers who control it, by Hying in their faces? 

The answer is that although the judge may displease the 
legislature if he decides against the validity of an unconstitu
tional statute, he may displease the people if he decides for it j 
and it is safer to please the people than the legislature. The 
people at large may know little about the matter, but the legal 
profession know, and are sure to express their opinion. The 
profession look to the courts to save them and their clients 
from the heedlessness or improbity of the legislature, and will 
condemn a judge who fails in th~ duty. Accordingly, the 
judges seldom fail. They knock about State statutes most 
unceremoniously, and they seldom suffer for doing so. In one 
case only is their position a dangerous one. When the people, 
possessed by some strong desire or sentiment, have either by 
the provisions of a new Constitution, or by the force of clamour, 
driven the legislature to enact some measure meant to cure a. 
pressing ill, they may turn angrily upon the judge who holds 
that measure to have been unconstitutional. This has several 
times happened, and is always liable to happen where elective 
judges hold office for short terms, with the unfortunate result 
of weakening the fortitude of the judges. In 1186 the supreme 

throngh the carelessness of a clerk, neglected to '" spread the Amendment, in 
fnll on its jonrnal," as prescribed by the Constitntion. The point heing br~nght 
before the Snpreme Conrt of Iowa, it was held that tbe Amendment, OWlDg to 
this informality, had not been duly passed, and was wholly void. 

" An illustration of the range which th.e action of conrts may take in enforc
ing Constitntional safeguards was recently given by the Supreme Court of 
Wisconsin, when it held invalid a re-districting of the State (for elections to 
the State legislature), as being inconsistent with the provision of the Constitn
tion that districts shonld be reasonably equal. Such checks on gerrymander
ing are necessary, and it is only thus that they can be made effective." 
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court of Rhode Islan4 decided that an Act passed by the legis
lature was invalid, because contravening the provisions of the 
Colonial Charter (which was then still the Constitution of the 
State), securing to every accused persen the benefit of trial by 
jury.1 The legislature were furious, and summoned the judges 
to appear before them and explain the grounds of their deci
sion. The attempt to dismiss them failed, but the judges were 
not re-elected by the legislature when their term of office expired 
at the end of the year. In Ohio, the legislature passed in 1805 
an Act which Judge Pease, in a case arising under it, held to 
be repugnant to the Constitution of Ohio, as well as to the 
Federal Constitution, and accordingly declined to enforce. 
In 1808, he and another judge of the supreme court of the 
State who had concurred with him, were impeached by the 
House before the Senate of Ohio, but were acquitted. In 
1823, the Supreme Court of Kentucky held invalid a Debtors' 
Relief act passed by the legislature on the ground that it 
violated the obligation of contracts clause of the Federal Con
stitution by making paper issued by a State bank legal tender. 
The judl;es were impeached, but a two-thirds majority for con
viction could not be obtained, so the angry legislature extin
guished the court itself and created a new court of Appeals, 
to which the governor appointed new men as judges. The 
old court, however, held its ground, insisting that the new 
court was unconstitutional, and after a passionate struggle, a 
new legislature repealed in 1825 the act creating the Dew 
court. So justice and reason prevailed. In 1871, the legislature 
of TIlinois passed a law, intending to carry out a provision 
of the Constitution of 1870, which was held unconstitutional 
by Judge Lawrence, greatly to the disappointment of the 
farmers, who had expected valuable results from it. He was 
not impeached, but when shortly afterwards he sought re
election, he was defeated solely on the ground of this deci-

1 See P. 2M, ame. The Act was one for forcing State paper money into 
circulation by impoeing a penalty, recoverable on sommary cooviction withoot 
• jOlT, on whoever shoold refose to receive on the 88me terms as specie the 
hilla of • State-chartered bank. No qoestion of the United States Constito
tion coold arise, beeaose it did not yet exist. To these Rhode Island jodges 
belonga the credit not only of having resisted ao excited moltitode, bot of 
having eat one of the first examples in American history of the exemoe of a 
ealotary function. Their decision was that they had no Jorisdiction. 
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sion.l These instances show that the courts have had to fight 
for their freedom in the discharge of the duty which the Con
stitutions throw on them. But the paucity of such conflicts 
shows that this freedom is now generally recognized, and may 
be deemed, at least for the present, to be placed above the 
storms of popular passion.1 

It will be seen from what has been said that the judges are 
an essential part of the machinery of State government. But 
they are so simply as judges, and not as invested with political 
powers or duties. They have not received, any more than the 
Federal judges, a special commission to restrain the legislature 
or pronounce on the validity of its acts. There is not a word 
in the State Constitutions, any more than in the Federal Con
stitutions, conferring any such right upon the courts, or indeed 
conferring any other right than all courts of law must neces
sarily enjoy. When they declare a statute unconstitutional 
they do so merely in their ordinary function of expound-

1 I quote from Mr. Hadley'S book ou railroad transportation (through Dr. 
Hitchcock's essay already referred to) the following account of the circum
stances: -" The Constitutional Convention of lllinois in 1870 made an impOr
taut declaration coucerning State control of railway rates, o~the basis of which 
a law was passed in 1871 establishing a system of maxima. This law was pro
nounced unconstitutional by Judge Lawrence. The resnlt was that he imme
diately afterwards failed of re-election, solely on this ground. The defeat of 
Judge Lawrence showed the trne significance of the farmers' movement [thl> 
so-called Granger movement]. They were concerned in securing what they 
felt to be their rights, and were unwilling that any constitutional barrier 
shonld be made to defeat the popular will. They had reached the point where 
they regarded many of the forms of law as mere technicalities. They were 
dangerously near the point where revolntions begin. But they did not pass 
the point. The law of 1873 avoided the issue raised by Judge Lawrence against 
that of 1871. Instead of directly fixing maxima, it provided that rates mnst 
be reasonable, and then provided for a commission to fur reasonable rates." 
The courage of Judge Lawrence was not therefore thrown away; it cost him 
his place, but it served the people and vindicated the law. 

In 1890, the executive committee of the Minnesota Farmers' Alliance in 
passing resolutions demanding the abolition of the Federal Supreme Conrt, 
which had recently held that the State legislature had no pOwer to fur railroad 
freight rates, relieved their feelings by saying, .. We call attention to the fact 
that the citizens of England, from whom we have largely derived our form of 
government, would not permit for one instant a bench of judges to nullify an 
Act of Parliament. There the people are properly omnipotent. • •• In our 
anxiety to protect the rights of property we have created a machine that 
threatens to destroy the rights of man." 

a There have of course been other instances in which judges have been im
peached or removed; but! am here dealing only with those in which the ground 
of complaint was the declaring a legislative act to be invalid. 
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ing the law of the State, its fundamental law as well as its 
laws of inferior authority, just as an English judge might hold 
an order made by the Queen in Council to be invalid, because 
in excess of the powers granted by the Act of Parliament 
under which it was made. It would be as clearly the duty of . 
an English county court judge so to hold as of the highes~ 
court of appeaL So it is the duty of the humblest American 
State judge to decide on the constitutionality of a statute. 

So far we have been considering restrictions imposed on the 
competence of the legislature, or on the methods of its pro
cedure. We now come to the fourth and last of the checks 
which the prudence of American States imposes. It is a very 
simple, not to say naive, one. It consists in limiting the time 
during which the legislature may sit. Formerly these bodies 
sat, like the English Parliament, so long as they had business 
to do. The business seldom took long. When it was done, 
the farmers and lawyers naturally wished to go home, and 
home they went. But when the class of professional. politi
cians grew up, these wholesome tendencies lost their power 
over a section of the members. Politics was their business, 
and they had none other to call them back to the domestic 
hearth.1 They had eveu a motive for prolonging the session, 
because they prolonged their legislative salary, which was 
usually paid by the day. Thus it became the interest of the 
tax:payer to shorten the session. His interest, however, was 
still stronger in cutting short the jobs and improvident be
stowal of moneys and franchises on which he found his repre
sentatives employed. Accordingly most States have fixed a 
number of days beyond which the legislature may not sit. 
Many of these fix it absolutely; but a few prefer the method 
of cutting off the pay of their legislators after the prescribed 
number of days has expired, 80 that if they do continue to 
devote themselves still longer to the work of law-making, their 
virtue shall be its own reward.1 Experience has, however, dis-

1 The Engl1sb Parliament fonnd the tendency of members to Blip away 80 
strong that In the slxteentb century it enacted .. tbat no knigbt of the shire or 
bn~ do depart before the end of Parliament," and Infticted on the member 
leaving without the permlssiou of Mr. Speaker, the penalty of losing" all 
tho8e II11IIUI of money whll;h be shonld or onght to have bad for his wages." 

I Thna the Constitutiou of Oregou, for Instance, gives its members $2 a day, "at F!>videa that they sball never receive more thaD 1120 in all, thna practi-
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closed a danger in these absolutely limited sessions. It is that 
of haste and recklessness in rushing bills through without due· 
discussion. Sometimes it happens that a bill introduced in 
response to a vehement popular demand is carried with a run 
(so to speak), because the time for considering it cannot be 
extended, whereas longer consideration would have disclosed 
its dangers. An ill-framed railway bill was thus lately lost in 
the Iowa legislature because full discussion (there being no 
time-limit) brought out its weak points. Hence some States 
have largely extended their sessions. Thus California has 
recently lengthened the days during which her legislators may 
receive pay from 60 to 100; and Colorado in 1885 extended 
the maximum of her session from 40 to 90 days, also raising 
legislative pay from $4 to $1 per diem. 

Many recent Constitutions have tried another and probably 
a better expedient. They have made sessions less frequent. 
At one time every legislature met once a year. Now in all 
the States but five it is permitted to meet only once in two 
years. I Within the last fourteen years, at least seven States 
have changed their annual sessions to biennial. It does not 
appear that the interests of the commonwealths suffer by this 
suspension of the action of their chief organ of government.· 
On the contrary, they get on so much better without a legis
lature that certain bold spirits ask whether the principle ought 
not to be pushed farther. As Mr. Butler says -

" For a people claiming pre-eminence in the sphere of popular govern. 
ment, it seems hardly creditable that in their seeming despair of a cure 
for the chronic evils of legislation, they should be able to mitigate them 
only by making them intermittent. Under the biennial system the relief 
enjoyed in what are called the • oft-years' seems to have reconciled the 
body politic of the several S~tes which have adopted it to the risk of an 

cally limiting the session to forty days. Texas is a little more liberal, for her 
Constitution is content to reduce the pay after sixty days from $5 to $3 per 
day, at which reduced rate members may apparently go on as long as they 
please. AU the States which fix a limit of time are Southern or Western, except 
Pennsylvania and Maryland, whose legislatures certainly need every check 
that can be applied. The forty days' session of Georgia may be extended hy a 
two-thirds vote of an absolute majority of each House. 

I But sometimes the legislature by adjourning gives itself a second session. 
2 The members, however, being usually new to the work, are rawer and 

positively more dangerous when their term includes only one session thaa 
they are in a second session where there are two. 
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aggravation of the malady when the legislative year comes round and 
the old symptoms recur . 

.. The secretaries of State (of the several S'tates) with whom I have 
communicated concur in certifying that no public inconvenience is caused 
by the biennial system; and one of them, of the State of Nebraska, in 
answer to my query if biennial sessions occasion any public incon
venience, writes· None whatever. The public interests would be better 
subserved by having legislative sessions held only once in four years.' " 

The Americans seem to reason thus: "Since a legislature is 
very far gone from righteousness, and of its own nature in
clined to do evil, the less chance it has of doing evil the better. 
If it meets, it will pass bad laws. Let us therefore prevent it 
from meeting." 

They are no doubt right as practical men. They are con
sistent, as sons of the Puritans, in their application of the 
doctrine of original sin. But this is a rather pitiful result for 
self-governing democracy to have arrived at. 

"Is there not," some one may ask, "a simpler remedy? 
Why all these efforts to deal with· the various symptoms of the 
malady, instead of striking at the root of the malady itself? 
Why not reform the legislatures by inducing good men to 
enter them, and keeping a more constantly vigilant public 
opinion "fixed upon them?" 

The answer to this very pertinent question will be found in 
the chapters of Part III. which follow. I will only so far 
anticipate what is there stated as to observe that the better 
citizens have found it so difficult and troublesome to reform 
the legislatures that they have concluded to be content with 
curing such and so many symptoms as they can find medicines 
for, and waiting to see in what new direction the virus will 
work. " After all," they say, "the disease, though it is pain
ful and vexing, does not endanger the life of the patient, does 
not even diminish his strength. The worst that the legis
latures can do is to waste some money, and try some foolish 
experiments from which the good sense of the people will 
presently withdraw. Everyone has his crosses to bear, and 
ours are comparatively light." All which is true enough, but 
ignores two important features in the situation, one, that the 
constitutional organs of government become constantly more 
discredited, the other that the tremendous influence exerted 

VOLoI 10 
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by wealth and the misuse of public rights permitted to capital
ists, and especially to companies, have created among the 
masses of the people ideas which may break out in demands 
for legislation of a new and dangerous kind. 

The survey of the State governments which we have now 
completed suggests several reHections. 

One of these is that the political importance of the States 
is no longer what it was in the early days of the Republic. 
Although the States have grown enormously in wealth and 
population, they have declined relatively to the central gov
ernment. The excellence of State laws and the merits of a 
State administration make less difference to the inhabitants 
than formerly, because the hand of the National government 
is more frequently felt. The questions which the State deals 
with, largely as they inHuence the welfare of the citizen, do 
not touch his imagination like those which Congress handles, 
because the latter determine the relations of the Republic to 
the rest of ihe world, and affect all the area that lies between 
the two oceans. The State set out as an isolated and self
sufficing commonwealth. It is uow merely a part of a far 
grander whole,which seems to be slowly absorbing its func
tions and stunting its growth, as the great tree stunts the 
shrubs over which its spreading boughs have begun to cast 
their shade. 

I do not mean to say that the people have ceased to care for 
their States; far from it. They are proud of their States, 
even where there may be little to be proud of. That passion
ate love of competition which possesses English-speaking men, 
makes them eager that their State should surpass the neigh
bouring States in the nnmber of the clocks it makes, the 
hogs it kills, the pumpkins it rears, that their particular star 
should shine at least as brightly as the other forty-three in 
the national Hag. But if these commonwealths meant to their 
citizens what they did in the days of the Revolution, if they 
commanded an equal measure of their loyalty, and inHuenced 
as largely their individual welfare, the State legislatures 
would not be left to professionals or third-rate men. The 
truth is that the State has shrivelled up. It retains its old 
legal powers over the citizens, its old legal rights as against 
the central government. But it does not interest its citizens 
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as it once did. Men do not now say, like Ames in 1182, that 
their State is their country.l And as the central government 
overshadows it in one direction, so the great cities have en
croached upon it in another. The population of a single city 
is sometimes a fourth or a fifth part of the whole population 
of the State; and city questions interest this population more 
than State questions do; city officials have begun to rival or 
even to dwarf State officials. 

Observe, however, that while the growth of the Union has 
relatively dwarfed the State, the absolute increase of the State 
in population has changed the character of the State itself. 
In 1790 seven of the thirteen original States had each of them 
less than 300,000, only one more than 500,000 inhabitants. 
Now twenty-seven have more than 1,000,000 each, and nine of 
these more than 2,000,000. We must expect to find that, in 
spite of railroads and telegraphs, the individual citizens will 
know less of one another, will have less personal acquaintance 
with their leading men, and less personal interest in the affairs 
of the community than in the old days when the State was no 
more populous than an English county like Bedford or Somer
set. Thus the special advantages of local government have to 
a large extent vanished from the American States of to-day. 
They are local bodies in the sense of having no great imperial 
interests to fire men's minds. They are not local in the sense 
of giving their members a familiar knowledge and a lively in
terest in the management of their affairs. Hamilton may have 
been right in thinking that the large States ought to be sub
divided.' At any rate it is to this want of direct local interest 

180 eyen In 1811, Joaiab QuineJ' said In Congress: .. Sir, I confess it, th .. 
Int public Ion of my heart is the Commonwealth of Hassachlllletts. There 
fa my lreaide: there are the tombe of my anceetolll." 

I It la, however, also argued that there are IIOme large States In which the 
miachleY01Ul lICtion of the multitude of a great city is held in check by the 
stadier rural Yotsnl. U such States had been subdivided, the 8nbdivision 
which happened to contain the grea& city would lie at the merey of this multi
tode. The question has not taken practical shape, for no Stats has yet asked 
to be divided, though there fa at present a monment to divide Kansas into 
two States by a N. and 8. line. 

TBDII fa the only Stats which JIOII88II88II (uoder the statute admitting her) 
a right to diYide herself into several States without obtaining permiesion from 
Coogrese. 

Hamillon'. l'88lIOn _ma to han been a fear that the States wonld be too 
lItmug for the N atiow govenun.ent. 
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on the part of the people, that some of the faults of their 
legislatures may be ascribed. 

The chief lesson which a study of the more vicious among 
the State legislatures teaches, is that power does not necessa
rily bring responsibility in its train. I should be ashamed to 
write down so bald a platitude, were it not one of those plati
tudes which are constantly forgotten or ignored.. People who 
know well enough that, in private life, wealth or rank or any 
other kind of power is as likely to mar a man as to make him, 
to lower as to raise his sense of duty, have nevertheless con
tracted the habit of talking as if human nature changed when 
it entered publie life, as if the mere possession of public func
tions, whether of voting or of legislating, tended of itself to 
secure their proper exercise. We know that power does not 
purify men in despotic governments, but we talk as if it did 
so in free governments. Everyone would of course admit, if 
the point were put flatly to him, that power alone is not 
enough, but that there must be added to power, in the case of 
the voter, a direct interest in the choice of good meIl'j in the 
case of the legislator, responsibility to the voters,in the case 
of both, a measure of enlightenment and honour. What the 
legislatures of the worst States show is not merely the need 
for the existence of a sound public opinion, for suc~ a public 
opinion exists, but the need for methods by which it can be 
brought into efficient action upon representatives, who, if they 
are left to themselves, and are not individually persons with a 
sense of honour and a character to lose, will be at least as bad 
in public life as they could be in private. The greatness of 
the scale on which they act, and of the material interests they 
control, will do little to inspire them. New York and Penn
sylvania are by far the largest and wealthiest States in the 
Union. Their legislatures are confessedly among the worst. 



CHAPTER XLVI 

STA.TE POLITICS 

IN the last preceding chapters I have attempted to describe 
first the structure of the machinery of State governments, and 
then this machinery in motion as well as at rest, - that is to 
say, the actual working of the various departments in their 
relations to one another. We may now ask, What is the mo
tive power which, sets and keeps these wheels and pistons 
going? What is the steam that drives the machine? 

The steam is supplied by the political parties. In speaking 
of the parties I must, to some slight extent, anticipate what 
will be more fully explained in Part IlL: but it seems worth 
while to incur this inconvenience for the sake of bringing 
together all thato refers specially to the States, and of complet
ing the picture of their politicallife.1 

The States evidently present some singular conditions for 
the development of a party system. They are self-governing 
communities with large legislative and administrative powers, 
existing inside a much greater community of which they are 
for many purposes independent. They must have parties, and 
this community, the Federal Union, has also parties. What is 
the relation of the one set of parties to the other? 

There are three kinds of relations possible, viz.-
Each State Inight have a party of its own, entirely uncon

Dected with the national parties, but created by State issues
i.e. advocating or opposing me.asures which fall within the 
exclusive competence of the State. 

Each State Inight have parties which, while based upon State 
issues, were influenced by the national parties, and in some sort 
of a!llia.tion with the latter. 

1 Hauy readen may lind I, better to skip this ehap&er nntil &bey have ..,ad 
u... whieb follow (Chap&ers UII.-LVL) npon &be history. &enets, and pre&

en' eondi&ioll of &be ~ Da&ioDal partieL 
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The parties in each State might be merely local subdivisions 
of the national ·parties, the national issues and organizations 
swallowing up, or rather pushing aside, the State issues and 
the organizations formed to deal with them. 

The nature of the State governments would lead us to expect 
to find the first of these relations existing. The sphere of the 
State is different, some few topics of concurrent jurisdiction 
excepted, from that of the National government. What the· 
State can deal with, the National government cannot touch. 
What the National government can deal with lies beyond the 
province of the State. The State governor and legislature al.'e 
elected without relation to the President and Congress, and 
when elected have nothing to do with those authorities. Hence 
a question fit to bt;l debated and voted upon in Congress can 
seldom be a question fit to be also debated and voted upon in a 
State legislature, and the party formed for advocating its pas
sage through Congress will have no scope for similar action 
within a State, while on the other hand a State party, seeking 
to carry some State law, will have no motive for approaching 
Congress, which can neither help it nor hurt it. The great 
questions which have divided the Union since its fGundation, 
and on which national parties have been based, have been ques
tions of foreign policy, of the creation of a national bank, of 
a protective tariff, of the e?ttension of slavery, of the recon
struction of the South after the war. With none of these had 
a State legislature any title to deal: all lay within the Federal 
sphere. So at this moment the questions of currency and tariff 
reform, which are aln-ong the most important questions before 
the country, are outside the province of the State governments. 
We might therefore expect that the State parties would be as 
distinct from the national parties as are the State governments 
from the Federal. 

The contrary has happened. The national parties have en
gulfed the State parties. The latter have disappeared abso
lutely as independent bodies, and survive merely as branches 
of the national parties, working each in its own State for the 
tenets and purposes which a national party professes and seeks 
to attain. So much is this the case that one may say that a 
State party has rarely any marked local colour, that it is seldom 
and then but slightly the result of a compromise between State 
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issues and national issues, such as I have indicated in suggest
ing the second form of possible relation. The national issues 
have thrown IDatters of State competence entirely into the 
shade, and have done so almost from the foundation of the 
Republic. The local parties which existed in 1189 in most or 
all of the States were soon absorbed into the Federalists and 
Democratic Republicans who sprang into life after the adop
tion of the Federal Constitution. 

The results of this phenomenon have been so important that 
we may stop to examine its causes. 

Within four years from their origin, the strife of the two 
great national parties became intense over the whole Union. 
From 1193 till 1815 grave issues of foreign policy, complicated 
with issues of domestic policy, stirred men to fierce passion and 
strenuous effort. State business, being more commonplace, ex
citing less feeling, awakening no interest outside State bounda
ries, fell into the background. The leaders who won fame and 
followers were national leaders ; and a leader came to care for 
his influence within his State chiefly as a means of gaining 
strength in the wider national field. Even so restlessly active 
and versatile a people as the Americans cannot feel warmly 
about two sets of diverse interests at the same time, cannot 
create and work simultaneously two distinct and unconnected 
party organizations. The State, therefore, had, to use the 
transatlantic phrase, "to take the back seat." Before 1815 
the process was complete; the dividing lines between parties 
in every State were those drawn by national questioDs. And 
from 1821 down to 1811 the renewed keenness of party war
fare kept these parties constantly on the stretch, and forced 
them to use all the support they could win in a State for the 
purposes of the national struggle. 

There was one way in which predominance in a State could 
be 80 directly used. The Federal senators are chosen by the 
State legislatures. The party therefore which gains a majority 
in the State legislature gains two seats in the smaller and more 
powerful branch of Congress. As parties in Congress are gen
erally pretty equally balanced, this advantage is well worth 
fighting for, and is a constant spur to the efforts of national 
politicians ro carry the State elections in a particular State. 
Besides, in Americ!\, above all countries, nothing succeeds like 
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success; and in each State the party which carries the State 
elections is held likely to carry the elections for the national 
House of Representatives, and for the President also. 

Moreover, there are the offices. The Federal offices in each 
State are very numerous. They are in the gift of whichever 
national party happens to be in power, i.e. counts among its 
members the President for the time being. He bestows them 
upon those who in each State hlive worked hardest for the 
national party there. Thus the influence of Washington and 
its presiding deities is everywhere felt, and even the party 
which is in a minority in a particular State, and therefore loses 
its share of the State offices, is cheered and fed by morsels of 
patronage from the national table. The national parties are in 
fact all-pervasive, and leave little room for the growth of any 
other groupings or organizations. A purely State party, indif
ferent to national issues, would, if it were started now, have no 
support from outside, would have few posts to bestow, because 
the State offices are neither numerous nor well paid, could have 
no pledge of permanence such as the vast mechanism of the 
national parties provides, would offer little prospect of aiding 
its leaders to win wealth or fame in the wider theatre of Con
gress. 

Accordingly the national parties have complete possession 
of the field. In every State from Maine to Texas all State 
elections for the governorship and other offices are fought on 
their lines; all State legislatures are divided into members 
belonging to one or other of them. Every trial of strength in 
a State election is assumed to presage a similar result in a 
national election. Every State office is deemed as fitting a 
reward for services to the national party as for services in 
State contests. In fact the whole machinery is worked exactly 
as if the State were merely a subdivision of the Union for elec
toral purposes. Yet nearly all the questions which come 
before State legislatures have nothing whatever to do with the 
tenets of the national parties, while votes of State legislatures, 
except in respect of the choice of senators, can neither advance 
nor retard the progress of any cause which lies within· the com
petence of Congress. 

How has this system affected the working of the State gov
ernments, and especially of their legislatures? 
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It has preTented the growth within a State of State parties 
addressing themselTes to the questions which belong to its legis-
lature, and really affect its welfare. • 

The natural source of a party is a common belief, a common 
aim and purpose. For this men league themselves together, 
and agree to act in concert. A State party ought therefore to 
be formed out of persons who desire the State to do something, 
or not to do it; to pass such and such a law, to grant money to 
such and such an object. It is, however, formed with reference 
to no such aim or purpose, but to matters which the State can
not influence. Hence a singular unreality in the State parties. 
In most of the legislatures as well as through the electoral 
districts they cohere nry closely. But this cohesion is of no 
sernce or significance for nine-tenths of the questions that 
come before the legislature for its decision, seeing that such 
questions are not touched by the platform of either party. 
Party, therefore, does not fulfil its legitimate ends. It does not 
produce the co-operation of leaders in preparing, of followers in 
supporting, a measure or line of policy. It does not secure the 
keen criticism by either side of the measures or policyadvo
cated by the other. It is an artificial aggregation of persons 
linked together for purposes unconnected with the work they 
have to do. 

This state of things may seem to possess the advantage of 
permitting questions to be considered on their merits, apart 
from that spirit of faction which in England, for instance, dis
poses the men on one side to reject a proposal of the other side 
on ·the score, not of its demerits, but of the quarter it proceeds 
from. Such an advantage would certainly exist if members 
were elected to the State legislatures irrespective of party, if 
the practice was to look out for good men who would manage 
State business prudently and pass useful laws. This, however, 
is not the practice. The strength of the national parties pre
Tents it. Every member is elected as a party man; and the 
experiment of legislatures working without parties has as little 
chance of being tried in the several States as in Congress itself. 
There is yet another benefit which the plan seems to promise. 
The State legislatures may seem a narrow sphere for an enter
prising genius, and their work uninteresting to a superior mind. 
But if they lead into the larger field of national politics, if dis-
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tinction in them opens the door to a fame and power extending 
over the country, able men will seek to enter and to shine in 
the legislatures of the States. This is the same argument as 
is used by those who defend the practice, now general in Eng
land, of fighting municipal and other local elections on party 
lines. Better men, it is said, are glad to enter the town coun
cils than could otherwise be induced to do so, becanse in doing 
so they serve the party, and establish a claim on it, they com- \ 
mend themselves to their fellow-citizens as fit candidates for 
Parliament. The possible loss of not getting a good set of 
town councillors irrespective of party lines is thought to be 
more than compensated by the certain gain of men whose ambi
tion would overlook a town council, were it not thns made a 
stage in their political career. This case is the more like that 
of America because these English municipal bodies have rarely 
anything to do with the issues which divide the two great 
English parties. Men are elected to them as Tories or Liberals 
whose Toryism or Liberalism is utterly indifferent so far as 
the bnsiness of the council goes. 

Whether or no this reasoning be sound as regards England, 
I doubt if the.American legislatures gain in efficiency by hav
ing only party men in them, and whether the elections would 
be any worse cared for if party was a secondary idea in the 
-voters' minds. Already these elections are entirely in the 
hands of party managers, to whom intellect and knowledge 
do not commend an aspirant, any more than does character. 
Experience in a State legislature certainly gives a politician 
good chances of seeing behind the scenes, and makes liim 
familiar with the methods employed by professionals. But it 
affords few opportunities for distinction in the higher walks 
of public life, and it is as likely to lower as to raise his apti
tude for them. However, a good many men find their way 
into Congress through the State legislatures - though it is no 
longer the rule that persons chosen Federal senators by those 
bodies must have-served in them-and perhaps the average 
capacity of members is kept up by the presence of persons who 
seek to use the State legislature as a stepping-stone to some-· 
thing further. The question is purely speculative. Party has 
dominated and will dominate all State elections. Under exist;. 
ing conditions the thing cannot be otherwise. 
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It is, however, obviously impossible to treat as party matters 
many of the questions that come before the legislatures. Local 
and personal bills, which, it will be remembered, occupy by far 
the larger part of the time and labours of these bodies, do not 
fall within party lines at all. The only difference the party 
system makes to them is that a party leader who takes up such 
a bill has exceptional facilities for putting it through, and that 
a district which returns a member belonging to the majority 
has some advantage when trying to secure a benefit for itself. 
It is the same with appropriations of State funds to any local 
purpose. Members use their party influence and party affilia
tions; but the advocacy of such schemes and opposition to 
them have comparatively little to do with 'party divisions, and 
it constantly happens that men of both parties are found 
combining to carry some project by which they or their con
stituents will gain. Of course the less reputable a member is, 
the more apt will he be to enter into "rings" which have 
nothing to do with politics in their proper sense, the more 
ready to scheme with any trickster, to whichever party he 
adheres. Of measures belonging to what may be called gen
nine legislation, i.fl. measures for improving the general law 
and administration of the State, some are so remote from 
any party issue, and so unlikely to enure to the credit of either 
party, that they are considered on their merits. A bill, for 
instance, for improving the State lunatic asylums, or forbid
ding lotteries, or restricting the freedom of divorce, would 
have nothing either to hope or to fear from party action. It 
would be introduced by some member who desired reform for 
its own sake, and would be passed if this member, having con
vinced the more enlightened among his colleagues that it 
would do good, or his colleagues generally that the people 
wished it, could overcome the difficulties which the pressure 
of a crowd of competing bills is sure to place in its way. 
Otb'er public measures, however, may excite popular feeling, 
may be demanded by one class or section ~f opinion and 
resisted by another. Bills dealing with the sale of intoxi
cants, or regulating the hours of labour, or attacking railway 
companies, or prohibiting the sale of oleomargarille as butter, 
are matters of such keen interest to some one section of the 
population, that a party will gain support from many citizens 
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by espousing them, and may possibly estrange others. Hence, 
though such bills have rarely any connection with the tenets 
of either party, it is worth the while of a party to win votes 
by throwing its weight for or against them, according as it 
judges that there is more to gain by taking the one course or 
the other. In the case of oleomargarine, for instance, there 
was clearly mor~ to be gained by supporting than by opposing, 
because the farmers, especially in the agricultural North-West, 
constitute a much stronger vote than any persons who could 
suffer by restricting the sale of the substance. We should 
accordingly expect to find, and observers did in fact find, both 
parties competing for the honour of passing such a bill. There 
was a raCe between a number of members, anxious to gain 
credit for themselves and their friends. In"toxicants open up a. 
more difficult problem. Strong as the Prohibitionists and local 
option men are in all the northern and western, as well as in 
some of the southern States, the Germans, not to speak of the 
Irish and the liquor dealers, are in many States also so strong, 
and so fond of their beer, that it is a hazardous thing for a 
party to hoist the anti-liquor Hag. Accordingly both parties 
are apt to fence with this question. Speaking broadly, there
fore, these questions of general State legislation are not party 
questions, though liable at any moment to become 110, if one or 
other party takes them up. 

Is there then no such thing as a real State party, agitating ttr 
working solely within State limits, and inscribing on its banner 
a principle or project which State legislation can advance? 

Such a party does sometimes arise. In California, for in
stance, there has long been strong feeling against the Chinese, 
and a desire to exclude them. Both Republicans and Demo
crats were affected by the feeling, and fell in with it. But 
there sprang up fifteen years ago a third party, which claimed 
to be specially" anti-Mongolian," while also attacking capital
ists and railways; and it lasted for some time, confusing the 
politics of the -State. Questions affecting the canals of the 
State became at one time a powerful factor in the parties of 
New York. In Virginia the question of repudiating the State 
debt gave birth a. few years ago to a party which called itself 
the" Readjusters," and by the help of negro votes carried the 
State at several elections. In some of th!3 N orth-Western 
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States the farmers associated themselves in societies called 
"Granges," purporting to be formed for the .promotion of 
agriculture, and created a Granger party, which secured w-dStic 
legislation against the railroad companies and other so-called 
monopolists. The same forces acting over a still wider- area 
have lately produced the so-called Farmers' Alliance, which 
figured so prominently in the congressional elections of 1890, 
and under the name of the People's Party, in those of 1892. 
And in most States .there now exists an active Prohibitionist 
party, which agitates for the strengthening and better enforce
ment of laws restricting or forbidding the sale of intox.icants. 
It deems itself also a national party, since it has an organiza
tion which covers a great part of the Union. But its opera
tions are far more active in the States, because the liquor 
traffic belongs to State legislation.l Sinee, however, it can 
rarely secure many members ina State legislature, it acts 
chiefly by influencing the existing parties, and frightening 
them into pretending to meet its wishes. 

All these groups or factions were or are associated on the 
basis of some doctrine or practical proposal which they put 
forward. But it sometimes also happens .that, without any 
such basis, a party is formed in a State inside one of the 
regular national parties; or, in other words, that the national 
party in the State splits up into two factions, probably more 
embittered against each other than against the other regular 
party. Such State factions, for they hardly deserve to be 
called parties, generally arise from, or soon become coloured 
by, the rivalries of leaders, each of whom draws a certain 
number of politicians with him. New York is the State that 
has seen most of them; and in it they have tended of late 
years to grow more distinctly personal. The Hunkers and 
Barnburners who divided the Democratic party some forty 
years ago, and subsequently passed into the "Hards" and the 
"Softs," began in genuine differences of opinion about canal 
management and other State questions.' The" Stalwart" and 

I Con~ baa of eotlI'IIII power to im~. and baa im~. an excise upon 
liquor. 1m, tbia ia flU' from meeting the demands of the temperance party . 

• The _.,. of th_ factioDs, the ehanges tbey p&!I8 througb. and tbe way 
ba whIcb they immediately get in .. oh'ed with tbe ambitions and antipathies 01 
partlrnlar leaders, .-lI the 1acti0n8 in the Italian "Iti .. of the tbirteentb and 
fourteenth eentnriee, ItIICh .. the White aDd Black GneIfa of !'IDreDCe in the 
time of DaIIte. 
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"Half-breed" sections of the Republican party in the same 
State, whose ~itter feuds amused the country a few years ago, 
were mere factions, each attached to a leader, or group of 
leaders, but without distinctive principles. . 

It will be seen from this fact, as well fl.S from others given 
in the preceding chapter, that the dignity and magnitude of 
State politics have declined. They have become more pacific 
in methods, but less serious and more personal in their aims. 
In old days the State had real political.struggles, in which 
men sometimes took up arms. There was a rebellion in Mas
sachusetts in 1786--87, which it needed some smart fighting to 
put down, and another in Rhode Island in 1842, due to the 
discontent of the masses with the then existing Constitution.1 

The battles of this generation are fought at the polling-booths, 
though sometimes won in the rooms where the votes are 
counted by partisan officials. That heads are counted iustead 
of being broken is no doubt an improvement. But these 
struggles do not always stir the blood of the people as those 
of the old time did: they seem to evoke less patriotic interest 
in the State, less public spirit for securing her good govern
ment. 

This change does not necessarily indicate a feebler sense of 
political duty. It is due to that shrivelling up of the State to 
which I referred in last chapter. A century ago the State was 
a commonwealth comparable to an Italian republic like Bologna 
or Siena, or one of the German free imperial cities of the mid
dle ages, to ·Lubeck, for instance, or to N iirnberg, which, though 
it formed part of the Empire, had a genuine and vigorous 
political life of its own, in which the faiths, hopes, passions of 
the citizens were involved. Nowadays the facilities of com
munication, the movements of trade, the unprecedented diffu
sion of literature, and, perhaps not least, the dominance of the 
great national parties, whose full tide swells all the creeks and 

1 In these miniature civil wars there was a tendency for the city folk to· be on 
one side and the agricnlturists on the other, a phenomenon which was observed 
long ago in Greece, where the aristocratic party lived in the city and the poor 
in the fields. In the sixth century B.C. the oligarchic poet Theognis monrned 
over the degradation of political life which had followed the intrusion o~ the 
conntry churls. The hostility of the urban and rnral popnlation sometImes 
recnrs in Switzerland. The conntry people of the canton of Basil fonght a 
bloody battle some years ago with the people of the city, and the little com
monwealth had to be snbdivided into two, Basil City and Basil Conntry. 
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inlets of a State no less than the mid channel of national poli. 
tics at Washington, have drawn the minds of the masses as 
well as of the more enlightened citizens away from the State 
legislatures, whose functions have come to seem trivial and 
their strifes petty.1 

In saying this I do not mean to withdraw or modify what 
was said, in an earlier chapter, of the greatness of an American 
State, and the attachment of its inhabitants to it. Those prop" 
ositions are, I believe, true of a State as COI!lpared to any local 
division of any European cQuntry, the cantons of Switzerland 
excepted. I am here speaking of a State as compared with the 
nation, and of men's feelings towards their State to-day as com
pared with the feelings of a century ago. I am, moreover, 
speaking not so much of sentimental loyalty to the State, con
sidered as a whole, for this is still strong, but of the practical 
interest taken in its government. Even in Great Britain 
many a man is proud of his city, of Edinburgh say, or of Man
chester, who takes only the slenderest interest in the manage
ment of its current business. 

There is indeed some resemblance between the attitude of 
the inhabitants of a great English town towards their municipal 
government and that of the people of a State to their State 
government. The proceedings of Enghsh town councils are 
little followed or regarded either by the wealthier or the poorer 
residents. The humble voter does not know or care who is 
mayor. The head of a great mercantile house never thinks of 
offering himself for such a post. In London the Metropolitan 
Board of Works raised and spent a vast revenue j but its dis
cussions were commented on in the newspapers only four or 
five times a year, and very few persons of good social standing 
were to be found among its members. Allowing for the con
trast between the English bodies, with their strictly limited 
powers, and the immense competence of an American State 
legislature, this English phenomenon is sufficiently like those 
of America to be worth taking as an illustration. 

I Similar feelingll made the three last snrviving Hanaeatic free cities will
Ingly resign their Independence to become members of the new German Em
pire, because the sentiment of pan-Germanlc patriotism had so overbome the 
old fondnesa for local Independence, that no regret WSB felt in resigning part of 
the latter In order to secure a share In fuller national life of the great Germaq 
State. 
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We may accordingly say that the average American voter, 
belonging to the labouring or farming or shopkeeping class, 
troubles himself little about the conduct of State business. 
He votes the party ticket at elections as a good party man, and 
is pleased when his party wins. When a question comes up 
which interests him, like that of canal management, or the 
regulation of rail way rates, or a limitation of the hours of 
labour, he is eager to use his vote, and watches what passes in 
the legislature. He. is sometimes excited over a contest for 
the governorship, and if the candidate of the other party is a 
stronger and more honest man, may possibly desert his party 
on that one issue. But in ordinary times he follows the pro
ceedings of the legislature so little that an American humour
ist, describing the initial stages of dotage, observes that the 
poor old man took to. filing the reports of the debates in his 
State legislature. The politics which the voter reads by pref
erence are national politics; and especially whatever touches 
the next presidential election. In State contests that which 
chiefly fixes his attention is the influence of a State victory on 
an approaching national contest. 

The more educated and thoughtful citizen, especially in great 
States, like New York and Pennsylvania, is apt to be disgusted 
by the sordidness of many State politicians and the pettiness 
of most. He regards Albany and Harrisburg much as he re
gards a wasps' nest in one of the trees of his suburban garden. 
The insects eat his fruit, and may sting his children; but it is 
too much trouble to set up a.ladder and try to reach them. 
Some public-spirited young men have, however, occasionally 
·thrown themselves into the muddy whirlpool of the New York 
legislature, chiefly for the sake of carrying Acts for the better 
government of cities. When the tenacity of such men proves 
equal to their courage, they gain in time the active support of 
those' who have hitherto stood aloof, regarding State politics 
as a squabble over offices and jobs. By the help of the press 
they are sometimes able to carry measures such as an im
proved Ballot Act, or an Act for checking expenditure at elec
tions which is not only valuable in their own State but sets 
an example which other States are apt to follow. But the 
prevalence of the rule that a man can be elected only in the 
·district where he lives, renders it difficult permanently to main. 
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tain a reforming party in a legislature, so those who, instead 
of shrugging their shoulders put them to the wheel, generally 
prefer to carry their energies into the field of national politics, 
thinking that larger and swifter results are to be obtained 
there, because victories achieved in and through the National 
government have an immediate moral influence upon the coun
try at large. 

A European observer, sympathetic with the aims of the 
reformers, is inclined to think that the battle for honest gov
ernment ought to be fought everywhere, in State legislatures 
and city councils as well as in the national elections and in 
the press, and is at first surprised that so much effort should 
be needed to secure what all good citizens, to whichever party 
they belong, might be expected to work for. But he would be 
indeed a self-confident European who should fancy he had 
discovered anything which had not already occurred to his 
shrewd American friends j and the longer such an observer 
studies the problem, the better does he learn to appreciate the 
difficulties which the system of party organization, which I 
must presently proceed to describe, throws in the way of all 
reforming efforts. 

VOL. I I. 



CHAPTER XLVII 

THE TERRITORIES 

011' the 3,501,404 square miles which constitute the area of 
the United States, 2,582,535 are included within the bounds 
of the forty-four S~ates whose government has been described 
in the last preceding chapters. The 918,869 square miles 
which remain fall into the three following divisions:-

Four organized Territories, viz. : -
Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma • 

Two unorganized Territories, viz. : -
.Alaska 
Indian Territory, west of Arkansas • 

The Federal District of Columbia 

Sq. Mile •• 
359,600 

631,409 
31,400 

70 

Of these· the three latter may be dismissed in a word or two. 
The District of Columbia is a piece of land set apart to con
tain the city of Washington, which is the seat of the Federal 
government. It is governed by three commissioners appointed 
by the President, and has no local legislature nor municipal 
government, the only legislative authority being Congress. 

Alaska (population in 1890, 31,795, of whom 4303 were 
whites and 23,274 Indians) and the Indian Territory are also 
under the direct authority of officers appointed by the Presi
dent and of laws passed by Congress. Both are chiefly inhab
ited by Indian tribes, some of which, however, in the Indian 
Territory, and particularly the Cherokees, have made consid
erable progress in civilization. l Neither region is likely for a 
long time to come to receive regular political insbtutions. 

1 There are five civilized tribes in this territory, Cherokees, Choctaws, 
Chickasaws, Creeks, and Seminoles. .. Each tribe manages its own affairs 
nnder a constitution modelled npon that of the United States. Each has a 
common school system, inclnding schoola for advanced instmction, all snp-

6T. 
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Until 1889, the organized Territories, eight in number, 
formed a broad belt of country extending from Canada on the 
north to Mexico on the south, and separating the States of 
the Mississippi valley from those of the Pacific slope. In that 
year Congress passed Acts under which three of them, Dakota 
(which divided itself into North Dakota and South Dakota), 
Montana, and Washington became entitled to be admitted as 
States; while in 1890 two others (Idaho and Wyoming) were 
similarly permitted to become States. These have now (1892) 
enacted Constitutions and thereby organized themselves as 
States. They are the six States of North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Montana, Washington, Idaho, and Wyoming. To the 
three remaining Territories one has been added by the carving 
out of Oklahoma, in 1890, from the Indian Territory. These 
four require some description, because they present an inter
esting form of autonomy or local self-government, differing 
from that which exists in the several States, and in some 
points more akin to that of the self-governing colonies of 
Great Britain. This form has in each Territory been created 
by Federal statutes, beginning with the great Ordinance for 
the Government of the Territory of the United States north
west of the River Ohio, passed by the Congress of the Confed
eration in 1787. Since that year many Territories have been 
organized, by different statutes and on different plans, out of 
the western dominions of the United States, under the gen
eral power conferred upon Congress by the Federal Constitu
tion (Art. iv. § 3): and all but the above-mentioned four have 
now become States. At first local legislative power was 
vested in the Governor and the judges; it is now exercised 
by an elective legislature. The present organization of the 
four that remain is in most respects iqentical; and in describ
ing it I shall ignore minor differences. 

The fundamental law of every Territory, as of every State, 
is the Federal Constitution; but whereas every State has also 
its own popularly enacted State Constitution, the Territories 

ported by the indiana tbe_lve&. The agent of the National Indian Defence 
AMoeiation sayB that there III not iD the Cherokee Nation a 'ingle Indian of 
"ith"r IIel( oyer fifteen yean of age who cannot read or write." - Report o/the 
U. S. Commiuiour 0/ Education,I886. The een8D8 of 1890 gives the total nom
ben of these tribes at 66.289, of whom I12,OfJ5 are pure Indiaos. The total num. 
her of IndiaDa iD the United States (uclndiDg Ala8ka) is returned at 249,273. 
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are not regulated by any similar instruments, which for them 
are replaced by the Federal statutes establishing their govern
ment and prescribing its form. However, some Territories 
have created a sort of rudimentary constitution by enacting a 
Bill of Rights.1 

In every Territory, as in every State, the executive, legisla
tive, and judicial departments are kept distinct. The Execu
tive consists of a governor appointed for four years by the 
President of the United States, with the consent of the Sen
ate, and removable by the President, together with a secre
tary, treasurer, auditor, and nsually also a superintendent of 
public instruction, and a librarian. The governor commands 
the militia, and has a veto upon the acts of the legislature, 
which, however, may (except in Utah and Arizona) be over
ridden by a two-thirds majority in each house. He isrespon
sible to the Federal government, and reports yearly to the 
President on the condition of the Territory, often making his 
report a sort of prospectus in which the advantages which his 
dominions offer to intending immigrants are fondly set forth. 
He also sends a message to the legislature at the beginning of 
each session. ·Important as the post of Governor is, it is often 
bestowed as a mere piece of party patronage, with no great 
regard to the fitness of the appointee. 

The Legislature is composed of two Houses, a Council of 
twelve (in Oklahoma thirteen) persons, and a House of Repre
sentatives of twenty-four (in Oklahoma twenty-six) persons, 
elected by districts. Each is elected by the voters of the Ter
ritory for two years, and sits only once in that period. The 
session is limited (by Federal statutes) to sixty days, and 
the salary of a member is $4 per day. The Houses work 
much like those in the States, doing the bulk of their business 
by standing committees, and frequently suspending their rules 
to run measures through with little or no debate. The electo
ral franchise is left to be fixed by Territorial statute, but Fed
eral statutes prescribe that every member shall be resident in 
the district he represents. The sphere of legislation allowed 
to the legislature is wide, indeed practically as wide as that 

J Arizona, in providing that her Bill of Rights shall be changeable only by 
the vote of a majority of all the members elected to the Territorial legislature 
gives it a species of rigidity. 
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enjoyed by the legislature of a State, but subject to certain 
Federal restrictions} It is subject also to the still more 
important right of Congress to annul or modify by its own 
statutes any Territorial act. In some Territories every act 
was directed to be submitted to Congress for its approval, and, 
if disapproved, to be of no effect; in others submission has 
not been required. But in all Congress may exercise without 
stint its power to override the statutes passed by a Territorial 
legislature, as the British Parliament may override those of a 
self-governing colony. This power is not largely or often exer
cised. The most remarkable instance has been furnished by 
Utah, where congressional legislation has had a hard fight in 
breaking down polygamy, finding it necessary even to impose 
a test oath upon voters .. 

The Judiciary consists of three or more judges of a Supreme 
Court, appointed for four years by the President, with the con
sent of the Senate (salary $30(0), together with a U. S. dis
trict attorney and a U. S. marshal The law they administer 
is partly Federal, all Federal statutes being construed t;) take 
effect, where properly applicable, in the Territories, partly 
local, created in each Territory by its own statutes; and ap
peals, where the sum in dispute is above a certain value, go to 
the Supreme Federal Court. Although these courts are created 
by Congress in pursuance of its general sovereignty - they do 
not fall within the provisions of the Constitution for a Federal 
judiciary - the Territorial legislature is allowed to regulate 
their practice and procedure. The expenses of Territorial gov
ernments are borne by the Federal treasury. 

The Territories send neither senators nor representatives to 
Congress, nor do they take part in presidential elections. The 

I Revi8ecl 8tatutee of U. 8. of 1878, 1185L -" The legislative power of 
eve..,. Territo..,. ahalJ ezteud to all rightful 81lbjects of legislatiou uot iuoou
llisteut witb tbe Couetitutiou and laws of tbe Uuited States. But no law sball 
be II&-' interfering witb tbe prilll&l'J' disp<M&l of tbe soil; no tax shall be 
tmpoeed on tile property of tile United 8tates, nor shall tbe lands or otber 
property of nou-residents be taxed higher tban tbe lands or otber property of 
resideDta." 

11889. -" The JegIalative a.embJiee of tbe Beveral Territoriee shall not 
grant priftte cbartere or eBpecial privi)egee, but tbey may, by geueral inoor
poratiOD _, permit persoDS to aesociate tbemee)vee togetber" for ftrioDS 
iud_rial and beneYolent purpoaee specified. Other restrictious have been 
impoeed b, su'-quen& statutes. See eBpeciaII, Acts of 1886, chap. 818, § 5. 
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House of Representatives, under a statute, admits a delegate 
from each of them to sit and speak, but of course not to vote, 
because the right of voting in Congress depends on the Federal 
Constitution. The position of a citizen in a Territory is there
fore a peculiar one. What may be. called his private or passive 
citizenship is complete; he has all the immunities and benefits 
which any other American citizen enjoys. But the public or 
active side is wanting, so far as the National government is 
concerned, although complete for local purposes.l He is in the 
position of an Australian subject of the British Crown, who 
has full British citizenship as respects private civil rights, 
and a share in the government of his own colony, but does not 
participate in the government of the British empire at large, 
although personally eligible for any political office in the 
United Kingdom or any other. part of the empire. It may 
seem inconsistent with principle that citizens should be taxed 
by a government in whose legislature they are not represented i 
but the practical objections to giving the full rights of States 
to these comparatively rude communities outweigh any such 
theoretical difficulties. It must moreover be remembered that 
a Territory, which may be called an inchoate or rudimentary 
State, looks forward to become a complete State. When its 
population becomes equal to that of an average congressional 
district, its claim to be admitted as a State is strong, and in 
the absence of specific objections will be granted. Congress, 
however, has absolute discretion in the matter, and often uses 
its discretion under the influence of partisan motives. Nevada 
was admitted to be a State when its population was only 
about 20,000, mainly for the sake of getting its vote for the 
thirteenth Constitutional amendment. It subsequently rose to 
62,266, but has now declined to 45,761. Utah and New Mex
ico, the former with 207,905, the latter with 153,593 inhabi
tants, at the last census (1890), have been refused admission, 
the population of the latter being largely of Mexican blood, 

1 The Romans drew a somewhat similar distinction between the private 
rights of citizenship and the public rights, the latter inclnding the suffrage and 
eligibility to office, but with them the distinction attached to the person; in 
the United States and the British empire it is an affair of residence, and affects 
the suffrage only, not competence to fill an office. In the British general elec
tion of 1892 a distinguished Canadian statesman and a Parsi gentleman from 
Bombay were elected to the House of Commons. 
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while the former is deemed, on account of the strength and 
peculiar institutions of the Mormon Church, not fit for that 
emancipation from the tutelage of Congress which its erection 
into a State would confer.l When Congress resolves to turn 
a Territory into a State, it either (as happened in the cases of 
Idaho and Wyoming) passes an act accepting and ratifying 
a constitution already made for themselves by the people, and 
forthwith admitting the community as a State, or else passes 
what is called an Enabling Act, under which the inhabitants 
elect a Constitutional Convention, empowered to frame a draft 
constitution. When this constitution has been submitted to . 
and accepted by the voters of the Territory, the act of Congress 
takes effect: the Territory is transformed into a State, and 

. proceeds to send its senators and representatives to Congress 
in the usual way. The enabling act may prescribe conditions 
to be fulfilled by the State constitution, but has not usually 
attempted to narrow the right which the citizens of the newly
formed State will enjoy of subsequently modifying that instru
ment in any way not inconsistent with the provisions of the 
Federal Constitution. However, in the case of the Dakotas, 
Montana, Washington, Idaho, and Wyoming, the enabling act 
required the conventions to make "by ordinance irrevocable 
without the consent of the United States and the people of the 
said States" certain provisions, including one for perfect relig
ious toleration and another for the maintenance of public 
schools free from sectarian control. This the six States have 
done accordingly. But whether this requirement of the con
sent of Congress would be held binding if the people of the 
State should hereafter repeal the ordinance, quaere. 

The arrangements above described seem to work well Self
government is practically enjoyed by the Territories, despite 
the supreme authority of Congress, just as it is enjoyed by 
Canada and the Australasian colonies of Great Britain despite 
the legal right of the British Parliament to legislate for every 
part of the Queen's dominions. The want of a voice in Con
gress and in presidential elections, and the fact that the gov
ernor is set over t~em by an external power, are not felt to be 

I However, the Bouse of Represeutatives pll88ed In 1892 a bill tor the admis
,IOD of New MeDClO &I well &I of Arizona; and it seeme probable that both 
Territorlee ma,. Ibortl,. receive Statehood. 
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practical grievances, partly of course because these young com· 
munities are too small and too much absorbed in the work of 
developing their natural resources to be keenly interested in 
national politics. Their local political life much resembles 
that of the newer Western States. Both Democrats and 
Republicans have their regular party organizations, but the 
business of a Territorial legislature gives little opportunity for 
any real political controversies, though abundant opportunities 
for local jobbing. 

Before we pass away from the Territories, it may be proper 
to say a few words regarding the character and probable 
future as well of those which lately passed into States as of 
the four which remain, and out of which several new States 
will ultimately be created. 

The largest, the most populous, and in every way the most 
advanced was Dakota (now the two States of North Dakota 
and South Dakota) which lies west of Minnesota, and south 
of the Canadian province of Manitoba. Its area is 147,700 
square miles, greater than that of Prussia, and much greater 
than that of the United Kingdom (120,500 square miles). Its 
eastern and southern parts are becoming filled, though less 
rapidly now than was the case some years back, by an intelli. 
gent farming population, largely Scandinavian in blood. Pos· 
sessing a vast area of undulating prairie land, well fitted for 
wheat crops, and at least the eastern part of which receives 
enough rain to make tillage easy without irrigation, the two 
Dakotas are evidently destined to be among the wealthies~ 
and most powerful commonwealths in the Union. 

Montana has an enormous area (145,310 square miles), but 
much of it consists of bare mountains or thin and scarcely 
profitable forest. There are, however, so many rich valleys 
and such an abundance of ranching land, not to speak of the 
valuable mines, that the still scanty population will soon be 
large in some districts. In others, however, it must long 
remain so sparse that the policy of admitting this vast region, 
in its present condition, to the full rights of a State may seem 
open to question. 

Washington, situated on the shores of the Pacific between 
Oregon and British Columbia, had a stronger claim than 
Montana, and is fully fit for the rank of a self-governing 
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State. That part of it which lies west of the Cascade Range 
has a moist and equable climate, resembling the climate of 
western England, though somewhat less variable. Many of 
the familiar genera and even species of British plants reappear 
on its hillsides. The forests are by far the finest which the 
United States possess, and will, though they are being sadly 
squandered, remain a source of wealth for a century or more 
to come. I have travelled through many miles of woodland 
where nearly every tree was over 250 feet high. The eastern 
half of the State, lying on the inland side of the mountains, is 
very much drier, and with greater extremes of heat and cold; 
but'it is in parts extremely fertile. Washington, which had 
in 1870 a population of only 23,955 had, in 1890, 349,390 in
habitants. 

The States of Wyoming and Idaho, which lie to the S. and 
S. W. of Montana and are traversed by a number of lofty ranges 
belonging to the Rocky Mountain system, have comparatively 
little agricultural land, and even their pastoral tracts suffer 
from the extreme dryness of the climate. There are, however, 
rich mineral deposits, especially in Idaho; there are in some 
places extensive forests, though of trees inferior in size to 
those of the Pacific coast. The population of these States will 
therefore continue to increase rapidly, especially when the 
fertile lands of Dakota have been filled Up.l But that popula
tion is likely to remain for some time to come much less 
dense, and less' stable in its character, than the Dakotan. It 
may therefore be doubted whether their admission, which was 
mainly due to party political motives, was a prudent act. 

The region which now constitutes the Territory of Utah 
was, before the arrival of the Mormons in1848, a desert, and 
indeed an arid desert, whose lower grounds were covered with 
that growth of alkaline plants which the Americans call sage
brush.1 The patient labour of the Saints, directed, at least 
during the pontificate of Brigham Young, by an able and 
vigilant autocracy, has transformed many of the tracts lying 
along the banks of streams into fertile grain, vegetable, and 

lin 1890 Idaho bad 64,229 inhabitants; Wyoming, 60.589. 
I The oo-called sage-brush plants are not species of what in England is called 

Kge (Salvia) but mORdy belong to the order Comp08itae, whil,h is unusually 
etrong in America. Something like a third of the total phaenogamous genera 
of the United States have been estimated to belong to it. 
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fruit farms. The water which descends from the mountains 
is turned over the level ground; the alkaline substances are 
soon washed out of the soil, and nothing more than irrigation 
is needed to produce excellent crops. After this process had 
advanced some way the discovery of rich silver mines drew in 
a swarm of Gentile colonists, and the non-Mormon population 
of some districts is now considerable. As Utah had in 1890, 
201,000 inhabitauts, it would 10llg a."ao have been admitted as 
a State but for the desire of Congress to retain complete 
legislative control, and thereby to stamp out polygamy. This 
object seems at last likely to be attained, as at the latest Terri
torial election the Gentiles proved to be in a majority; and 
although much of the Territory is likely to remain barren and 
uninhabited, enough is fit for tilla.,,"e and for dairy-farming to 
give it a prospect of supporting a large settled population.1 

Oklahoma (Ind. "beautiful lands") is the name of a new 
Territory which a statute of 1890 created out of the central 
and almost unoccupied parts of the Indian Territory, lying 
west of Arkansas and south of Kansas. Its area is compara
tively small (39,030 square miles) and part of this is claimed 
by Texas; while part still belongs to the Indian nations. It 
is a rolling prairie country, the eastern part of it fit for agri
culture without irrigation, and producing cotton and tobacco as 
well as wheat and maize. The soil, though sandy in parts, is 
generally fertile. Coal exists, and probably zinc, and lead also. 
The population, which in 1890, soon after the region was 
opened, was 61,834, and is now (August 1892) estimated by the 
Territorial Secretary at about 100,000, consists of recent immi
grants, the northern countries having been occupied by men 
from Kansas, the southern by Texans, both of whom flooded it 
in a sudden wave, seeking to seize the land when it was first 
thrown open to settlement. In 1891 and 1892, there is said to 
have been a consideraple influx of negroes, apparently with 
the idea of establishing an influence strong enough to enable 
them to hold their own against the whites better than they 
have been able to do in the Southem States. There are now 
between fifteen and twenty thousand persons of colour, and 
ten thousand Indians, nearly all settled as landholding citizens. 

New Mexico, with an area larger than the United Kingdom 
(population in 1890,153,000), is still largely peopled by Indo-

1 A statute has now (1894) been passed under which Utah will be admitted 
in 1896. 
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Spanish Mexicans,· who speak Spanish, and are obviously ill 
fitted for the self-government which organization as a State 
implies. Water is too scarce and the soil too hilly to make 
agriculture generally available. The same remark applies to 
Arizona (population, 59,000), the sides of whose splendid 
mountain groups are barren, and most of whose plains SUppOl·t 
only a scanty vegetation. Both Territories are rich in min
erals, but a mining population is not only apt to be disorderly, 
but is fluctuating, moving from camp to camp as richer deposits 
are discovered or old veins worked out. It seems doubtful, 
therefore, whether either of these mining and ranching Terri
tories is likely to be formed into a State at any presently 
assignable date. The time must come when the increase of 
population in the region immediately to the east of the Rocky 
Mountains will turn a fuller stream of immigration into these 
less promising regions, and bring under irrigation culture large 
tracts which ate now not worth working. No one can yet say 
when that time will arrive. Till it arrives it will be for the 
benefit of these Territories themselves that they should remain 
content with that limited and qualified form of self.govern
ment which they now enjoy, and under which they can practi
cally legislate for their own peculiar conditions with sufficient 
freedom. 

Europeans may, however, ask why the theory of American 
democracy, which deems all citizens entitled to a voice in the 
National government, should not at least so far prevail as to 
give the inhabitants of the Territories the right of suffrage in 
congressional and presidential elections. "Does not," he may 
say, "the fact that each sends a delegate, though a voteless 
delegate, to the House of Representatives and two delegates 
to the National Nominating Conventions (to be hereafter 
described) imply that the unenfranchised position of the resi
dents in a Territory is felt to be indefensible in theory? " 

This is true. If it were possible under the Federal Consti
tution to admit Territorial residents to active Federal citizen
ship-that is to say, to Federal suffrage-admitted they 
would be. But the Union is a union of States. It knows no 

• The .. are al80 211,199 Indiana, aome of tbem settled and comparatively 
civilized. Of u.-, 8,278 inhabit tile lICHl6lled .. pueblos," 80 interesting to the 
ethoologis&. . 
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representatives in Congress, no electors for the Presidency, 
except those chosen in States by State voters. The only means 
of granting Federal suffrage to citizens in a Territory would be 
to turn the Territory into a State. This would confer a power 
of self-government, guaranteed by the Federal Constitution, 
for which the Territory might be still unfit. But it would do 
still more. It would entitle this possibly small and rude com
munity to send two senators to the Federal Senate who would 
there have as much weight as the two senators from New York 
with its six millions of people. This is a result from which 
Congress may fairly recoil. And a practical illustration of the 
evils to be feared has been afforded by the case of Nevada, a 
State whose inhabitants number only about 40,000, and which 
is really a group of mining camps, most of them already aban
doned. Its population is obviously unworthy of the privilege 
of sending two men to the Senate, and has in fact allowed 
itself to sink, for political purposes, into a Sort of rotten 
borough which can be controlled or purchased by the leaders 
of a Silver Ring. It would evidently have been better to allow 
Nevada to rem!J,in in the condition of a Territory till a large, 
settled and orderly community had occupied her surface, which 
is at present a parched and dismal desert, where the streams 
that descend from the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada soon 
lose themselves in lakes or marshes. On a review of the whole 
matter it may safely be said that the American scheme of 
Territorial government, though it suffers from the occasional 
incompetence of the Governor, and is scarcely consistent with 
democratic theory, has in practice worked well, and gives little 
ground for discontent even to the inhabitants of the Terri
tories themselves. 



CHAPTER nVIll 

LOCAL GOY'EIllnIEKT 

TBU is the place for an account of local government in the 
C"nited States, because it is a matter regulated not by Federal 
law but by the several States and Territories, each of which 
establishes such local authorities, rural and urban, as the 
people of the State or Territory desire, and invests them with 
the requisite powers. But this very fact indicates the im
mensity of the subject. Each State has its own system of 
local areas and authorities, created and worked under its own 
laws j and though these systems agree in many points, they 
differ in so many others, that a whole volume would be needed 
to give even a summary view of their peculiarities. All I can 
here attempt is to distinguish the leading types of local gov
ernment to be found in the United States, to describe the 
prominent features of each type, and to explain the influence 
which the large scope and popular character of local adminis
tration exercise upon the general life and well-being of the 
American people. 

Three types of rural local government are discernible in 
America. The first is characterized by its unit, the Town or 
Township, and exists in the six New England States. The 
second is characterized by a much larger uuit, the county, and 
prevails in the southern States. The third combines some 
features of the first with some of the second, and may be 
called the mixed system. It is found, under a considerable· 
variety of forms, in the middle and north-western States. 
The differences of these three types are interesting, not only 
because of the practical instruction they afford, but also be
cause they spring from original differences in the character of 
the colonists who settled along the American coast, and in the 
ronditions under which the communities there founded were 
denloped. 
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The first New England settlers were Puritans in religion, 
and sometimes inclined to republicanism in politics. They 
were largely townsfolk, accustomed to municipal life and to 
vestry meetings. They planted their tiny communities along 
the selWlhore and the banks of rivers,· enclosing them with 
stockades for protection against the warlike Indians. Each 
was obliged to be self-sufficing, because divided by rocks and 
woods from the others. Each had its common pasture on 
which the inhabitanb turned out their cattle, and which offi
cers were elected to manage. Each was a religious as well as 
a civil body politic, gathered round the church as its centre; 
and the equality which prevailed in the congregation pre
vailed also in civil affairs, the whole community meeting 
under a president or moderator to discuss affairs of common 
interest. Each such settlement was called a Town, or Town
ship, and was in fact a miniature commonwealth, exercising a 
practical sovereignty over the property and persons of its 
members-for there was as yet no State, and the distant home 
government scarcely cared to interfere - but exercising it on 
thoroughly democratic principles. Its centre was a group of 
dwellings, often surrounded by a fence or wall, but it included 
a rural area of several square miles, over which farmhouses 
and clusters of houses began to spring up when -the Indians 
retired. The name "town" covered the whole of this area, 
which was never too large for all the inhabitants to come to
gether to a central place of meeting. This town organization 
remained strong and close, the colonists being men of narrow 
means, and held together in each settlement by the needs of 
defence. And though presently the towns became aggregated 
into counties, and the legislature and governor, first of the 
whole colony, and, after 1116, of the State, began to exert 
their superior authority, the towns (which, be it remembered, 

"remained rural communities, making up the whole area of the 
State) held their grotmd, and are to this day the true units of 
political life in New England, the solid foundation of that 
well-compacted structure of self-government which European 
philosophers have admired and the new States of the West 
have sought to reproduce. Till 1&211 the towns were the only 

1 Boston continned to be a town governed by a primary assembly of all 
citizens till 1822 j and even then the town-meeting was Dot quite abolished, 
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political corporate bodies in ?tlassachusetts, and till 1857 they 
formed, as they still form in Connecticut, the basis of repre
sentatioll in her Assembly, each town, however small, return
ing at least one member. Not a little of that robust, if 
somewhat narrow, localism which characterizes the represen
tative system of America is due to this originally distinct and 
self .. ufficing corporate life of the seventeenth century towns. 
Nor is it without interest to observe that although they owed 
much to the conditions which surrounded the early colonists, 
forcing them to develop a civic patriotism resembling that of 
the republics of ancient Greece and Italy, they owed some
thing also to those Teutonic traditions of semi-independent 
local communities, owning common property, and governing 
themselves by a primary assembly of all free inhabitants, 
which the English had brought with them from the Elbe and 
the Weser, and which had been perpetuated in the practice 
of many parts of England down till the days of the Stuart 
kings. 

Very different were the circumstances of the Southern 
colonies. The men who went to Virginia and the Carolinas 
were not Puritans, nor did they mostly go in families and 
groups of families from the same neighbourhood. Many were 
casual adventurers, often belonging to the upper class, Epis~ 
palians in religion, and with no such experience of, or attach
ment to, local self-government as the men of Massachusetts or 
Connecticut. They settled in a region where the Indian tribes 
were comparatively peaceable, and where therefore there was 
little need of concentration for the purposes of defence. The 
climate along the coast was somewhat too hot for European 
labour, so slaves were imported to cultivate the land. Popu
lation was thinly aca~; estates were large; the soil was 
fertile and soon enriched its owners. Thus a semi-feudal 
society grew up, in which authority naturally fell to the land
owners, each of whom was the centre of a group of free de-

for a pt'OTiaiOIl _ introduced, in"'nded to utisfyeonservatiTe democnatie 
feeling, into the city clIar\er gran ..... by stam'" in that year, empowering the 
maJor and ald_ to .".u geaenl meeting!! of tbe citizene qoalified to TO'" 
in rity a1fain .. to consolt npon the eommon good, to gift instrnctione to 
their ~preerntatiT'" and to take all IawfnJ means to obtain a I'I'ldreaI of 
aoy grie.....-... Socia Primar7 _bliee are, lao1reTer, !leVU DOW eon
TOked. 
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pendants as well as the master of an increasing crowd of slaves. 
There were therefore comparatively few urban communities, 
and the life of the colony took a. rural type. The houses of 
the planters lay miles apart from one another; and when local 
divisions had to be created, these were made large enough to 
include a considerable area of territory and number of land
owning gentlemen. They were therefore rural divisions, 
counties framed on the model of English counties. Smaller 
circumscriptions there were, such as hundreds and parishes, 
but the hundred died out/ the parish ultimately became a 
purely ecclesiastical division, and the parish vestry was re
stricted to ecclesiastical functions, while the county rema.ined 
the practically important unit of local administration, the unit 
to which the various functions of government were aggregated, 
and which, itself controlling minor authorities, was controlled 
by the State governmel}.t alone. The affairs of the county 
were usually managed by a board of elective commissioners, 
and not, like those of the New England towns, by a primary 
assembly; and in an aristocratic society the leading planters 
had of course a predominating influence. Hence this form of 
local government was not only less democratic, but less stimu
lating and educative than that which prevailed in the New 
England States. Nor was the Virginian county, though so 
much larger than the New England town, ever as important 
an organism over against the State. It may almost be said, 
that while a New England State is a combination of towns, a 
Southern State is from the first an administrative as well as 
political whole, whose subdivisions, the counties, had never 
any truly independent life, but were and are mere subdivisions 
for the convenient dispatch of judicial and financial business. < 

In the middle States of the Union, Pennsylvania, New Jer
sey, and New York, settled or conquered by Englishmen some 
time later than New England, the town and town meeting did 

1 In Maryland hundreds, which still exist in Delaware, were for 'a long tima 
the chief administrative divisions. We hear there also of .. baronies" and 
.. townlands," as in Ireland; and Maryland is nsnally called a .. province," 
while the otber settlements are colonies. Among its judicial establishments 
tbere were courts of pypowdry (Pie poudrtl) and .. hustings." 

The hundred is a division of small consequence in southern England, bnt in 
Lancashire it bas some important duties. It repairs the bridges; it is liable 
{or damage done in a riot; and it had its high constable. 
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Dot as a rule exist, and the county was the original basis of 
organization. But as there grew up no planti.ng aristocracy 
like that of Virginia or the Carolinas, the course of events 
took in the middle States a different direction.' As trade and 
manufactures grew, population became denser than in the 
South. New England influenced them, and influenced still 
more the newer commonwealths which arose in the North-west, 
such as Ohio and Michigan, into which the surplus population 
of the East poured. 4nd the result of this influence is seen 
in the growth through the middle and western States of a 
mixed system, which presents a sort of compromise between 
the County system of the South and the Town system of the 
N orth-east. There are great differences between the arrange
ments in one or other of these middle and western States. 
But it may be said, speaking generally, that in them the 
county is relatively less important than in the southern States, 
the township less important than in New England. The 
county is perhaps to be regarded, at least in New York, Penn
sylvania, and Ohio, as the true unit, and the townships (for 
so they are usually called) as its subdivisions. But the town
ships are vigorous .organisms, which largely restrict the func
tions of the county authority, and give to local government, 
especially in the North-west, a character generally similar to 
that which it wears in New England. 

So much for the history of the subject; a history far more 
interesting in its details than will be supposed from the rough 
sketch to which limits of space restrict me. Let us now look 
at the actual constitution and working of the organs of local 
government in the three several regions mentioned, beginning 
with New England and the town system. 1 I will first set forth 
the dry but necessary outline, reserving comments for the fol
lowing chapter. 

1 The word Town, which I write with a capital when nsing it in the Ameri
can sense, is the Icelandic trin, Anglo-Saxon hin, German zaun, and seems 
originally to have meant a hedge, then a hedged or fenced plot or enclosure. 
In Scotland (where it is pronounced" toon ") it still denotes the farmhouse 
and buildingB; In Iceland the manured grass plot, enclosed witbin a low green 
bauk or raised dyke, which surround. the baer or farmhouse. In parts of, 
easlern England the chief cluster of hODses in a parish is still often called .. the 
town." In the North of England, where the parishes are more frequently 
large thaD they are In the South, the civil divisions of a parish are called 
townsbips. 

VOL. I S Q 
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The Town is in rural districts the smallest local circumscrip
tion. English readers must be reminded that it is a rural, not 
an urban community, and that the largest group of houses it 
contains may be only what would be called in England a ham
let or small village. Its area seldom exceeds five square 
miles; its population is usually small, averaging less than 
3000, but occasionally ranges up to 13,000, and sometimes falls 
below 200.1 It is governed by an assembly of all qualified 
voters resident within its limits, which. meets at least once a 
year, in the spring (a reminiscence of the Easter vestry of 
England), and from time to time as summoned. There are 
usually three or four meetings each year. Notice is required 
to be given at least ten days previously, not only of the hour 
and place of meeting, but of the business to be brought for
ward. This assembly has, like the Roman Comitia and the 
Landesgemeinde in four of the older Swiss Cantons, the power 
both of electing officials and of legislating. . It chooses the 
selectmen, school committee, and executive officers for the 
coming year; it enacts bye-laws and ordinances for the regula
tion of all local affairs; it receives the reports of the select
men and the several committees, passes their accounts, hears 
what sums they propose to raise for the expenses of next year, 
and votes the necessary taxation accordingly, appropriating to 
the various local purposes-schools, aid to the poor, the 
repair of highways, and so forth-the sums directed to be 
levied. Its powers cover the management of the town lands 
and other property, and all local matters whatsoever, including 
police and sanitation. Every resident has the right to make, 
and to support by speech, any proposal. The meeting which 
is presided over by a chairman called the Moderator - a name 
recalling the ecclesiastical assemblies of the English Common
wealthS-is held in the town hall, if the Town. possesses one, 
or in the principal church or schoolhouse, but sometimes in the 
open air. The attendance is usually good; the debates sensible 

1 I find in Massachusetts one town (New Ashford) with only 125 inhabitants, 
and one (Pittsfield) with 17,281. Bnt both in this and other New England 
States most towns have a popnlation of from 1200 to 2500. 

2 The presiding officer in the synods and assemblies of the Scottish Preslu
terian Chnrehes is still called the Moderator. This is also the president's title 
in the synods of the American Presbyterian chnrehes, and in the councils of 
tobe Congregationalist and associations of the Baptist churches. 
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and practical. Much of course depends on the character and 
size of the population. Where it rs of native American stock, 
and the number of voting citizens is not too great for thorough 
and calm discussion, no better school of politics can be imag
ined, nor any method of managing local affairs "more certain to 
prevent jobbery and waste, to stimulate vigilance and breed 
contentment! When, however, the town meeting has grown 
to exceed seven or eight hundred persons, where the element 
of farmers has been replaced by that of factory operatives, and 
still more when any considerable section are strangers, such as 
the Irish or French Canadians who have latterly poured into 
New England, the institution works less perfectly, because the 
multitude is too large for debate, factions are likely to spring 
up, and the new immigrants, untrained in self-government, 
become the prey of wirepullers or petty demagogues. The 
social conditions of to-day in New England are less favourable 
than those which gave birth to it; and there are now in the 
populous manufacturing States of Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, and Connecticut comparatively few purely rural towns, 
such as those which suggested the famous eulogium of Jeffer
son, who eighty years ago desired to see the system trans-
planted to his own Virginia: . 

.. Those wards called townships in New England are the vital 
principle of their governments, and have proved themselves 
the wisest invention ever devised by the wit of man for the 
perfect exercise of self-government, and for its preservation. 
. .. As Cato then concluded every speech with the words 
• Carthago delenda est,' so do I every opinion with the injunc
tion 'Divide the counties into wards.''' 

The executive of a Town consists of the selectmen, from 
three to nine in number, usually either three, five, or seven. 
They are elected annually, and manage all the ordinary busi
ness, of course under the directions given them by the last pre
ceding meeting. There is also a Town.derk, who keeps the 
records, and minutes the proceedings of the meeting, and is 
generally also registrar of births and deaths; a treasurer; as-

1 See an Interesting acconnt of the town meeting thirty years ago in Mr. 
J. K. Hosmer'. L(f. 0/ Samuel Ada"",. chap. xxiii. An instructive descrip
tion of a typical New England Town may be found in a pamphlet entitled 
TIM TOIDn of Groton. bJ Dr. 8. Green, late MaJor of Boston. 
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sessors, who make a valuation of property within the Town 
for the purposes of taxation; the collector,who gathers the 
taxes, and divers minor officers, such as hog-reeves l (now 
usually called field drivers), cemetery trustees, library trustees, 
and so forth, according to local needs. There is always a school 
committee, with sometimes sub-committees for minor school 
districts if the Town be· a large one. Some of these officers 
and committees are paid (the selectmen usually), some unpaid, 
though allowed to charge their expenses actually incurred in 
Town work; and there has generally been no difficulty in get
ting respectable and competent men to undertake the duties. 
Town elections are not professedly political, i.e. they are not 
usually fought on party lines, though occasionally party spirit 
affects them, and a man prominent in his party is more likely 
to obtain support.' 

1 Mr. R. W. Emerson served in this capacity in his Town, fulfilling the duty 
understood to devolve on every citizen of accepting an office to which the Town 
appoints him. 

, When a Town reaches a certain population it is usually transformed by 
law into a City; but occasionally, while the City is created as a municipal cor
poration within the limits of a Town, the Town continues to exist as a distinct 
organization. A remarkable instance is furnished by the Town and City of 
New Haven, in Connecticut. New Haven was incorporated as a city in 1784. But 
it continued to be and is still a town also. Three-fourths of the area of the town 
and seventeen-eighteenths of its population are within the limits of the city. 
But the two governments remain completely distinct. The city has its mayor, 
aldermen, and common council, and its large executive staff. The town meet
ing elects its selectmen and other officers, 152 in all, receives their reports, 
orders and appropriates taxes, and so forth. Practically, however, it is S8 much 
dwarfed by the city as to attract little attention. Says Mr. Levermore: 
.. This most venerable institution appears to-day in the guise of a gathering of 
a few citizens, who do the work of as many thousands. The few individuals 
who are or have been officially interested in the government of the town, meet 
together, talk over matters in a friendly way, decide what the rate of taxation 
for the coming year shall be, and adjourn. Not onlHleventieth part of the citi
zens of the town has attended an annual town meeting; they hardly know when 
it is held. 'rhe newspapers give its transactions a scant notice, which some of 
their subscribers probably read. The actnal governing force of the town is there
fore an oligarchy in the bosom of a slumbering democracy. But the town is well 
governed. Its government carries too little spoil to attract those nnreliable 
politicians who infest the city council. If the ruling junto should venture on 
too lavish a use of the town's money, an irresistible check would appear at 
once. Any twenty citizens could force the selectmen to summon the town to
gether, and the apparent oligarchy would donbtless go down before the 
awakened people," -" The Town and City Government of New Haven," in 
J. H. U. Studie8, Fourth Series. 

The student of Roman history will find in this qnaint survival of an ancient 
assembly some resemblance to the comitia. ~'Uria.ta. of Rome nnder the later 
Repnblic. Bnt the American survival is the more vigorous of the two. 



Xext aboY'e the T01l'll stands the county. Its area and popu
lation n.ry a good dt'aL Massachusetts with an area of so.tO 
square milt'S has fourteen counties; Rhode Island with 1085 
square miles has fiY'e; the more thinly JM!Oplt'd Maint', with 
:!9,9SS square miles, has sixteen, giring an ayt'rage of about 
1100 square miles to each county on tht'se three States, though 
in Rhode Island the aY't'ra.,oe is only 211 square miles. Simi
larly the popnlations of the counties n.ry from 4000 to 30,000; 
the aY't'rage popnlation being, wht're there are no large cities, 
from 20,000 to 40,000.1 The county was originally an ~"gl'l'ga
tion of ToW'llS for judicial purposes, and is still in the main a 
judicial district in and for which ciril and criminal courts are 
held, some by county judges, some by State judges, and in and 
for which certain judicial officers are.. elected by the JM!Ople at 
the polls, who also choose a sheri1f and a clt'rk. Police belongs 
to the TOWDS and citit'S, not to the county Within which tht'y 
lie. The chit'f administrative officers are the countv commis
siont'rs, of whom there are three in llassacbusetts (~It'CW for 
three y~ one in each yt'al'), and county treasurer.· Tht'y 
are salarit'd officers, and have the management of county build
ings, such as court-houses and prisons, with power to layout 
new highways from to1l'll to town, to grant licences, t'stimate 
the amount of taxation needt'd to dt'fray county charges, S and 
apportion the couuty tax among the toW'llS and cities by whom 
it is to be leried.. But except in this last-mentioned respt'Ct 
the county authority has no power onr the T01l'lls, and it 1I"ill 
be perceived that while the county commissioners are con
trolled by the legislature, being limited by statute to certain 
well-defined administratin functions, there exists nothing in 
the nature of a county council or other assembly with legis
latiY'e functions. The functions of the county are in fact of 
small consequence: it is a judicial district and a highway dis
trict and little more. 

This Xew England system resembles that of Old England 

1 'I'1Ie .~ popuJa"" 01 • X-h ..... _17 ill 160.000, the two 
-u...a ........ ties "'ri~ -17 ........ lOiS .....,.etiftly. the largoS _.080. 

... Rhode ........ """" aN _ .... jlldieial oCIicen for the _lies. .. 
V_a I , ... IoesidftI j1Id~. _ au....,.. Iaidl _Ii .............. 17 
dPrII:. .. M~ an jud~ aN appoiDted loy the I!OftftOI' • 

• 'I'1Ie dUel it_ 01 _17 expeoadi .... aN 111.- 'or judirial JIOIIlII*' ill-
cladiac ..... _;.1 __ 01 MildiPcB. ....... l'I*Ia .... bridgeL 
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as the latter stood during the centuries that elapsed between 
the practical disappearance of the old County Court or Shire 
Moot and the creation by comparatively recent statutes of such 
intermediate bodies and authorities as poor-law unions, high
way districts and boards, local sanitary authorities. If we 
compare the New England scheme w~th that of the England 
of to·day, we are struck not only by the greater simplicity of 
the former, but also by the fact that it is the smaller organisms, 
the Towns, that are most powerful and most highly vitalized. 
Nearly everything belongs to them, only those duties devolv
ing on the counties which a small organism obviously cannot 
undertake. The system of self-governing Towns no doubt 
works under the supervision of a body, the State legislature, 
which can give far cl06er attention to local affairs than the 
English parliament can give to English .local business. But 
in point of fact the State legislature interferes but little (less, 
I think, than the Local Government Board interferes in Eng
land) with the conduct of rural local business, though often 
required to deal with the applications which Towns make to 
be divided or have their boundaries altered, and which are fre
quently resisted by a part of the inhabitants. 

The system which prevails in the Southern States need not 
long detain us, for it is less instructive and has proved less 
successful. Here the unit is .the county, except in Louisiana, 
where the equivalent division is called a parish. The county 
was originally a judicial division, established for the purposes 
of local courts, and a financial one, for the collection of State 
taxes. It has now, however, generally received some other 
functions, such as the superintendence of public schools, the 
care of the poor, and the management of roads. In the South 
counties are larger than in New England, but not more popu
lous, for the country is thinly peopled.1 The county officers, 
whose titles and powers vary somewhat in different States, 
are usually the Board or Court of county commissioners, an 
assessor (who prepares the valuation), a collector (who gathers 

1 Georgia, with 59,475 square miles, has 137 counties; Alabama, with 52,250 
square miles, has 66. Speaking generally, the newer States have the larger 
counties, just as in England the smallest parishes are in the first settled parts 
of England, or rather in those parts where population was comparatively denso 
at the time when parishes sprang np. 
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the taxes 1) , a treasurer, a superintendent of education, an 
overseer of roads - all of course salaried, and now, as a rule, 
elected by the people, mostly for one or two years.1 These 
county officers have, besides the functions indicated by their 
names, the charge of the police and the poor of the county, 
and of the construction of public works, such as bridges and 
prisons. The county judges and the sheriff, and frequently the 
coroner, are also chosen by the people. The sheriff is every
where in America neither an ornamental person, as he has 
become in England, nor a judge, with certain executive func
tions, as in Scotland, but the chief executive officer attached 
to the judicial machinery of the county. 

In these southern States there exist various local divisions 
smaller than the counties.' Their names and their attributions 
vary from State to State, but they have no legislative author
ity like that of the Town meeting of New England, and their 
officers have very limited powers, being for most purposes 
controlled by the county authorities. The most importaut 
local body is the school committee for each school district. 
In several States, such as Virginia and North Carolina, we now 
find townships, and the present tendency seems in these 
States to be towards the development of something resembling 
the New England Town. It is a tendency which grQ.WS with 
the growth of population, with the progress of manufactures 
and of the middle and industrious working class occupied 
therein, and especially with the increased desire for education. 
The school, some one truly says, is becoming the nucleus of 
local self-government in the South now, as the church was in 
New England two centuries ago.' Nowhere, however, has 

I Sometlmee, uln Louisiana. the sherit!' is also tax collector. 
llu lOme Statee lOme of these officials are nominated by tbe governor. In 

Florida the governor appointe even the board of fi ve county commissione ..... 
Con8tit. of 1ll86, Art. viii. § 6. The other couuty officers, viz. clerk of circuit 
court, sherit!', constables, 8II8888Or of taxes, tax-collector, treasurer, superin
tendent of public Instruction, and surveyor, are elected by the people for two 
or four years (§ 6). 

I In South Carolina the parish was originally a pretty strong local unit, but 
" withered away u the county. grew under the influence of the plantation 
lyatem. The word .. parish" Is In America now practically equivalent to 
.. congregation," and doee not denote a locaI.area. 

• Virginia hBI moved In this direction. See the Interesting Treatise (pub
Ushed aince the first edition of this book) of Mr. George E. Howard, on the 
Local Constitutional HIstory of the United Statea. 
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there appeared a primary assembly; while the representative 
local assembly is still in its infancy. Local authorities in the 
South, and in the States which, like Nevada and Oregon, may 
be said to have adopted the county system, are generally 
executive officers and nothing more. . 

The third type is less easy to characterize than either of the 
two preceding, and the forms under which it appears in the 
middle and north-western States are even more various than 
those referable to the second type. Two features mark it. 
One is the importance and power of the county, which in the 
lristory of most of these States appears before any smaller 
division; the other is the activity of the township, I which has 
more independence and a larger range of competence than 
under the system of the South. Now of these two features 
the former is the more conspicuous iu one group of States
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Indiana, Iowa; 
the latter in another group-Michigan, lllinois, Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, the two Dakotas, the reason being that the New 
Englanders, who were often the largest and always the most 
intelligent and energetic element lUIlong the settlers in the more 
northern of these two State groups, carried with them their 
attachment to the Town system and their sense of its value, and 
succeeded, though sometimes not without a struggle, in estab
lishing it in the six great and prosperous commonwealths which 
form that group. On the other hand, while Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, and New York had not (from the causes already 
stated) started with the Town system, they never adopted it 
completely; while in Ohio and Indiana the influx of settlers 
from the Slave States, as well as from New York and Penn
sylvania, gave to the county an early preponderance, which it 
has since retained. The conHict of the New England element 
with the Southern element is best seen in illinois, the northern 
half of which State was settled by men of New England blood, 
the southern half by pioneers from Kentucky and Tennessee. 
The latter, coming first, established the county system, but the 
New Englanders fought against it, and in the constitutional 
couvention of 1848 carried a provision, embodied in the consti
tution of that year, and repeate4 in the present constitution of 

I Township is the term most bequentl:r used outside New England: Town 
in New England. 



CB4P.XLVID LOCAL GOVER~""ME..~ 601 

1870, whereby any county may adopt a system of township 
organization" whenever the majority of the legal voters of the 
county voting at any general election shall so determine." 1 

Under this power four-fifths of the 102 counties have now 
adopted the towllship system.' • 

Illinois furnishes so good a sample of that system in its 
newer form that I cannot do better than extract from a clear 
and trustworthy writer, the following account of the whole 
scheme of local self-government in that State, which is fairly 
typical of the North-west:-

.. When the people of a county have voted to adopt the township 
IIYstem, the commissioners proceed to divide the county into towns, mak
ing them conform with the congressional or school townships, except in 
Bpecial cases. Every town is invested with corporate capacity to be a 
party in legal suits, to own and control property, and to make con
tracts. The annnal town meeting of the whole voting population, held 
on the first Tuesday in April, for the election of town officers and the 
tranaaction of miscellaneous business, is the central fact in the town 
government. The following is a BDmmary of what the people may do in 
town meeting. They may make any orders concerning the acquisition, 
use, or aale of town property; direct officers in the exercise of their 
dUlies; vote taxes for roade and brid"aes, and for other lawful purposes; 
vote to inetitute or defend suits at law; legislate on the subject of noxious 
weeds, and offer rewards to encourage the extermination of noxious 
plants and vermin; regulate the mooing at large of cattle and other 
animals; eetsblish pounds, and provide for the impounding and sale of 
Btray and treepaesing animals; provide public wells and watering·places ; 
enact bye-laws and rules to carry their powers into effect; impose fines 
and penalties, and apply such fines in any manner conducive to the 
interests of the town.' 

.. The town officers are a BDpervisor, who is t% ojJicio overseer of the 
poor, a clerk, an assessor, and a collector, all of whom are chosen an
nually; three commissioners of highways elected for three years, one re
tiring every year; and 'wo justices of the peace and two constables, who 
hold office for four years. 

I Ses Constitution of 1870, Art. x. IS, where a provision is added that any 
eonnty desiring to fonake township organization may do 80 by a vote of the 
el .... lors in the connty, in whicb ease it comes nDder the coDnty system pI&
ecriiMod in the following ~tiona of that article. 

• miDOia baa 100 counties, with an average popnlation, in 1890, of 36,000; 
1 ..... 99 eonoties, with an average population of 19,000. England (excluding 
Waloe) baa 40 tJOnDtiftl, with an average population, in 1891, of 687,000. 

• There are English aDalogies to all theee powers, bnt in England lOme of 
&hem are or were exercised in the Manor court and not in the Vestry. 
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"On the morning appointed for the town meeting the voters assemble, 
and proceed to choose a moderator, who presides for the day. Balloting 
for town officers at once begins, the supervisor, collector, and assessor 
acting as election judges. Every male citizen of thE! United States who is 
twenty-one years old, who has resided in the State a year, in the county· 
ninety days, and in the township thirty days, is entitled to vote at 
town meeting; but a year's residence in the town is required for eligibil
ity to office. At two o'clock the moderator calls the meeting to order for 
the consideration of business pertaining to those subjects already enum
erated. Everything is done by the usual rules and methods of parlia
mentary bodies. The clerk of the town is secretary of the meeting, and 
preserves a record of all the proceedings. Special town meetings may be 
held whenever the supervisor, clerk, or justices, or any two of them, to
gether with fifteen voters, shall have filed with the clerk a statement that 
a meeting is necessary, for objects which they specify. The clerk then 
gives public notice in a prescribed way. Such special meetings act only 
upon the subjects named in the call. 

"The supervisor is both a town and a county officer. -He is general man
ager of town business, and is also a member of the county board, which is 
composed of the supervisors of the several towns, and which has general 
control of the county business. As a town officer, he receives and pays 
out all town money, excepting the highway and school funds. His finan
cial report is presented by the clerk at town meeting. The latter officer is 
the custodian of the town's records, books, and papers. The highway 
commissioners, in their oversight of roads and bridges, are controlled by 
a large body of statute law, and by the enactments of the town meeting. 
Highways are maintained by taxes levied on real and personal property, 
and by a poll-tax of two dollars, exacted from every able-bodied citizen 
between the ages of twenty-one and fifty. It may be paid in money or 
in labour under the direction of the commissioners. One of the commis
sioners is constituted treasurer, and he receives and pays out all road 
moneys. 

" The supervisor acts as overseer of the poor. The law leaves it to be 
determined by the people of a county whether the separate towns or the 
county at large shall assume the care of paupers. When the town has 
the matter in charge, the overseer generally provides for the indigent by 
a system of out-door relief. If the county supports the poor, the county 
board is authorized to establish a poor-house and farm for the permanent 
care of the destitute, and temporary relief is afforded by the overseers 
in their respective towns, at the county's expense. 

"The board of town auditors, composed of the supervisor, the clerk, 
and the justices, examine all accounts of the supervisor, overseer of poor, 
and highway commissioners; pass upon all claims and charges against 
the town, and ahdit all bills for compensation presented by town officers. 
The accounts tllus audited are kept on file by the clerk for public inspec
tion, and are reported at the next town meeting. The supervisor, asses
sor, and clerk constitute a Board of Health. The clerk records their 
doings, and reports them at the meetings of the town. 
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.. No stated salaries are paid to town officers. They are compensated 
according to a schedule of fiIed fees for specific services, or else receive 
certain pw dUm wagt!8 for time actually employed in official duties. The 
tax-oollector's emolument is a percentage . 

.. For school purposes, the township is made a separate and distinct 
corporation, with the legal style, 'Trustees of Schools of Township --, 
Range --,' acconling to the number by which the township is desig
nated in the Congressional Survey. The school trustees, three in num
ber, are usually elected with the officers of the civil township at town 
meetings, and hold office for three years. They organize by chOOSing one 
of their number president, and by selectfug some fourth person for school 
treasurer, who sball also be, ex ojJU;io, their secretary. They have 
authority to divide the township into school districts. It must be remem
bered that the township is eIaCUy six miles square. It is the custom to 
divide it into nine districts, two miles square, and to erect a schoolhouse 
near the centre of each. As the county roads are, in most instances, 
constructed on the section lines - and therefore run north and south, east 
and west, at intervals of a mile - the traveller expects to find a school. 
house at every alternate crossing. The people who live in these sub
districts· elect three school directors, who control the school in their 
neighbourhood. They are obli"oed to maintain a free school for not less 
than five nor more than nine months in every year, are empowered to 
build and furnish schoolhouses, hire teachers and fiI their salaries, and 
detennine what stodies sball be taught. They may levy taxes on all the 
taxable property in their district, but are forbidden to exceed a rate of 
two per cent for educational or three per cent for building purposes. 
They certify to the township school treasurer the amount they require, 
and it is collected as hereafter described. This last-named officer holds 
all scbool funds belonging to the township, and pays out on the order of 
the directors of the several districts • 

.. The township funds for the support of schools arise from three 
sources. (1) The proceeds of the scbool lands gi ven by the (; nited States 
Government, the interest from which alone may be expended. (2) The 
State annually leviea on all property a tax of one-fifth of one per cent, 
which constitutes a State school fund, and is divided among the counties 
in the ratio of their school population. and is further distributed among 
the townsbips in the same ratio. (3) Any amount needed in addition to 
these IIWIlII is ~ by taxation in the districts under authority of the 
directora. 

.. All persons between the ages of six and twenty-one years are entitled 
to free school privileges. Women are eligible to every school office in the 
State, and are frequently chosen director&. The average Illinois county 
containa sixteen townships. The county government is established at 
Bome place designated by the voters, and called the • county seat.' The 
corporate powera of the couuty are exercised by the county board, which, 
in oountiea under township organization, is composed of the several town 
auperTisors, while in other counties it consists of three commissioners 
elected by the people of the whole county. The board manage all county 
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property, funds, and business; erect a court-house, jail, poorhouse, and 
any necessary buildings; levy county taxes, audit all accounts and claims 
against the county, and, in counties not under township organization, have 
general oversight of highways and paupers. Even in counties which have 
given the care of highways to the townships, the county board may appro
priate funds to aid in constructing the more important roads and expen
sive bridges. The treasurer, sherifi,l coroner, and surveyor are county 
functionaries. S 

" The county snperintendent of schools has oversight of all educational 
matters, advises town trustees and district directors, and collects com
plete school statistics, which he reports to the county board, and trans
mits to the State superintendent of public instruction. 

"Every county elects a judge, who has full probate jurisdiction, and 
appoints administrators and guardians. He also has jurisdiction in civil 
snits at law, involving not more than $1000, in such minor criminal cases 
as are cognizable by a justice of the peace, and may entertain appeals 
from justices or police courts. The State is divided into thirteen judicial 
districts, in each of which the people elect three judges, who constitute a 
circuit court. The tribunal holds two or more sessions annually in each 
county within the circuit, and is attended at every term by a grand or 
petit jury. It has a general original jurisdiction, and hears appeals from 
the county judge and from justices' courts. 

" To complete the judicial system of the State there are four appellate 
courts and one supreme court of last resort. Taxes whether for State, 
county, or town purposes are computed on the basis of the assessment 
made by the town assessor, and are collected by the town collector. 
The assessor views and values all real estate, and requires from all 
persons a true list of their personal property. The assessor, clerk, and 
snpervisor constitute a town equalizing board, to hear complaints and 
to adjust and correct the assessment. 

" The assessors' books from all the towns then go before the county 
board, who make such corrections as cause valuations in one town to 
bear just relation to valuations in the others. The county clerk trans
mits an abstract of the corrected assessment to the auditor of the State, 
who places it in the hands of a State board of equalization. 

"This board adjusts valuations between counties. All taxes are esti
mated and collected on this finally corrected assessment. The State 
authorities, the couuty board, the town supervisors, the highway com
missioners, the township school trustees, and the proper officers of incor
porated cities and villages, all certify to the county clerk a statement of 
the amount they require for their several purposes. The clerk prepares 
a collection-book for each town explaining therein the snm to be raised 
for each purpose. Having collected the total amount the collector dis-

1 The sheriff is the executive officer of the higher courts, with responsibility 
for the peace of the county. Iu case of riot he may call out the county militia. 

S Ordinsry police work, other thau judicial, is not a county matter, but left 
to the township with its constablee. 
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burses to each proper authority its respective qliota. In all elections, 
whether for President of the United States, representatives in Congress, 
State officers or county officers, the township constitutes an election 
precinct, and the supervisor, assessor, and collector sit as the election 
judges. 

.. The words 'town' and' township' signify a territorial division of 
the county, incorporated for purposes of local government. There 
remains to be mentioned a very numerous class of municipal corporations 
known in Illinois statutes as 'villages' and' cities.' A minimum popu
lation of three hundred, occupying not more than two square miles in 
extent, may by popular vote become incorporated as a 'village,' under 
provisions of the general law. Six village trustees are chosen, and they 
make one of their number president, thereby conferring on him the gen
eral duties of a mayor. At their discretion the trustees appoint a clerk, 
a treasurer, a street commissioner, a village constable, and other officers 
as they deem necessary. The people may elect a police magistrate, whose 
jurisdiction is equal to that of a justice of the peace. " 1 

A similar pictur~ of the town meeting in Michigan is given 
by another recent authority: -

.. The first Monday in April of each year every citizen of the United 
Statel twenty-one years of age and upwards who has resided in the State 
six. months, and in the township the ten days preceding, has the right of 
attending and participating in the meeting. The supervisor, the chief 
executive officer of the township, presides. He and the justice of the 
peace whose term of office soonest expires, and the township clerk, con
stitute the inspectors of election. After the choice of officers for the 
ensuing year the electors proceed from twelve to one, or three, as the 
case may require, to the discussion of town business. Complaint is per
haps made that the cattle in a certain part of the township are doing 
damage by running at large, a bye-law is passed forbidding the same 
nnder penalty not exceeding ten dollars . 

.. A bridge may be wanted in another part of the township, but the in
habitants of that road district cannot bear the expense; the town meeting 
VOtel the nece88ary amount not exceeding the limits of law, for the 
laws restricting the amount of taxation and indebtedne88 are very par
ticular in their provisions . 

.. The electors may regulate the keeping and sale of gunpowder, the 
licensing of dogs and the maintenance of hospitals, and may order the 
vaccination of all inhabitants. The voters in town meeting are also to 
decide how mnch of the one-mil tax OD every dollar of the valuation shall 
be applied to the purchase of books for the township library, the residue 
going to achoois . 

.. The annu&! reports of the various township officers charged with the 

I .. Local Government in Dlino\s," by Albert Shaw, LL.D., In J. H. U. Stu .. 
~" Baltimore, 1883. 
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disbursement of public moneys are also submitted at this time. In short. 
whatever is local in character and affecting the township only is subject 
to the control of the people assembled in town meeting. 

"Yet we may notice some minor difierences between the New England 
town meeting a.ud its sister in Michigan. In the latter the bye-la.ws and 
regnla.tions are less varied in character. 

"This is due to the fact that in the West that part of the township 
where the inhabitants are most numerous, the villa."ae, and for whose 
regnla.tion many laws are necessary, is set off as an incorporated villa."ae, 
just as in nearly all the central and western States. These villages have 
the privilege, either directly in village meeting or more often throngh a. 
council of five or more trustees, of managing their own local affairs, their 
police, fire department, streets and waterworks. In some States, how
ever, they are considered parts of the township, and as such vote in town 
meeting on all questions touching township roads, bridges, the poor and 
schools." 1 

The conspicuous feature of this system is the reappearance 
of. the New England Town meeting, thouth in a somewhat 
less primitive and at the same time less perfect form, because 
the township of the West is a more artificial organism than 
the rural Town of Massachusetts or Rhode Islaud, where, 
until lately, everybody was of English blood, everybody knew 
everybody else, everybody was educated not only in bOOk 
learning, but in the traditions of self-government. However, 
such as it is, the lllinois and Michigan system is spreading. 
Recent legislation in California, Nebraska, and other western 
States permits its adoption. It is already established in the 
two Dakotas, and seems destined to prevail over the whole 
North-West.s 

In proportion to the extent in which a State has adopted 
the township system the county has tended to decline in im
portance. It is nevertheless of more consequence iu the West 
than in New England. It has frequently an educational offi
cial who inspects the schools, and it raises a tax for aiding 
schools in the poorer townships. It has duties, which are 

1 .. Local Government in Michigan," by E. W. Bemis, in J. H. U. Studiu, 
Baltimore, 1883. 

2 In Switzerland the rnra.l Gemeinde or Commune is the basis of the whole 
self-governing system of the Canton. It has charge of the police, the poor, and 
schools, and owns lands. It has a primary assembly, meeting several times a 
year, which discnsses communal business and elects an administrative council. 
It resembles in these respects an American Town or Townsbip, bnt is snbject 
for some purposes to the jurisdiction of an official called the Stattbalter, ap
pointed by the Canton for a district comprising a number of communes. 
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naturally more important in a new than in an old State, of lay
ing out main roads and erecting bridges and other public 
works. And sometimes it has the oversight of township ex
penditure.1 The board of county commissioners consists in 
Michigan and Illinois of the supervisors of all the townships 
within the county; in Wisconsin and Minnesota the commis
sioners are directly chosen at a county election. 

I pass to the mixed or compromise system as it appears 
in the other group of States, of which Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Indiana, and Iowa may be taken as samples. In these States 
we find no Town meeting. Their township may have greater 
or less power, but its members do not come together in a pri
mary assembly; it elects its local officers, and acts only 
through and by them. In Ohio there are three township 
trustees with the entire charge of local affairs, a clerk and a 
treasurer. In Pennsylvania the township is governed by two 
or three supervisors, elected for three years, one each year, 
together with an assessor (for valuation purposes), a town 
clerk, three auditors, six school directors, elected for three 
years, two each year; and (where the poor are a township 
charge) two overseers of the poor. The supervisors may lay 
a rate on the township not exceeding one per cent on the val
uation of the property within its limits for the repair of roads, 
highways, and bridges, and the overseers of the poor may, 
with the consent of two justices,'levy a similar tax for the 
poor. But as the poor are usually a county charge, and as any 
ratepayer may work out his road tax in labour, township rates 
amount to very little. 

I Mr. Bemia says: -" Inasmnch as many of the thousand or more townships 
of a State lack the political education and conservatism necessary lor perfect 
lelf-control, aince al80 many through lack of means cannot raise sufficient 
money for roads, bridges, achools, and the poor, a higher authority is needed, 
with the power of eqnalizlng the valnation of several contiguous towns, of tax
ing the whole number for the benefit of the poorer, and of exercising a general 
ovenight over township expenses. • . • AU educators earnestly advocate 
connty and State control of acbools, that there may be uniformity of methods, 
and tbat the country districts, the nnrseries of our great men in the past, may 
Dot degenerate. Bnt two influences oppose: the fear of centralization on the 
part of the small towna which Deed it most, and the .dislike of the rich cities 
to tax themlelves for the conntry districts." -" Local Government in Michi
gan," tit "'pra, p. 18. 

I Justicea are elected by the people for five yean, and commissioned by the 
JOvernor of the State. 
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"In Iowa," says Mr. Macy, "the civil township, which is usually six 
miles square, is a local government for holding elections, repairing roads, 
testing property, giving relief to the poor, and other business of local in
terest. Its officers are three trustees, one clerk, a road supervisor for 
each road district, one assessor, two or more justices of the peace, and 
two or more constables. The justices and constables are in a sense 
county officers. Yet they are elected by townships, and if they remove 
from the township in which they are chosen, they cease to be officers. 
The trustees are chosen for three years, but their terms of office are so 
arranged that one is chosen each year. The other officers are chosen for 
two years. If. there is within the limits of the township an incorporated 
town or city, the law requires that at least one of the justices shall live 
within the town or city. The voters within the town or city choose a 
separate assessor. The voters of the city are not allowed to vote for road 
supervisors nor for the township assessor; they vote for all other town
ship officers. . . . 

"The trustees of the township have various duties in the administra
tion of the poor laws. An able-bodied person applying for aid may be 
required to work upon the streets or highways. If a person who has 
acquired a legal settlement in the county, and who has no near relatives able 
to support him, applies to tJj.e trustees for aid, it is their duty to look into 
the case and furnish or refuse relief. If they decide to furnish it, they 
may do so by sending the person to the county poorhouse, or by giving' 
him what they think needful in food, clothing, medical attendance, or 
money. If they refuse aid the applicant may go to the county super
visors, and they may order the trustees to furnish aid; or if the supervi
sors think the trustees are giving aid unwisely they may order them to 
withhold it. In all cases where aid is furnished directly by the trustees 
to the applicant they are required to send a statement of the expense in
curred to the auditor of the county, who presents the bills to the board 
of supervisors. All bills for the relief of the poor are paid by the county, 
and the supervisors if they choose may take the entire business out of the 
hands of the trustees. But in counties where no poorhouse is provided, 
and where the supervisors make no provision for the poor, the trustees 
are required to take entire charge of the business. Yet in any case the 
county must meet the expenses. The trustees are the health officers of 
the township. They may require persons to be vaccinated; they may re
quire the removal of filth injurious to health; they may adopt bye-laws 
for preserving the health of the community and enforce them by fine and 
imprisonment." 1 

In most of these States the county overshadows the town
ship. Taking Pennsylvania as an example, we find each 
county governed by a board of three commissioners, elected 
for three years, upon a minority vote system, the elector being 

1 .A Government Tezt-Book lor Iowa Schoolll, pp. 21-23. 
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allowed to vote for two candidates only. Besides these there 
are officers, also chosen by popular vote for three years, viz. a 
sheriff, coroner, prothonotary, registrar of wills, recorder of 
deeds, treasurer, surveyor, three auditors, clerk of the court, 
district attorney. Some of these officers are paid by fees, 
except in counties whose population exceeds 50,000, where sal
aries are usually provided. A county with at least 40,000 iu
habitants is a judicial district, and elects its judge for a term of 
ten years. No new county is to contain less than 400 square 
miles or 20,000 inhabitants.1 The county, besides its judicial 
business and the management of the prisons incident thereto, 
besides its duties as respects highways and bridges, has educa:
tional and usually also poor-law functions; and it levies its 
county tax and the State taxes through a collector for each 
township whom it and not the township appoints. It audits 
the accounts of townships, and has other rights of control over 
these minor communities exceeding those allowed by Michigan 
or Illinois. I must not omit to re~k that where any local 
area is not governed by a primary assembly of all its citizens, 
as in those States where there is no Town meeting, and in all 
States in respect to counties, a method is frequently provided 
for taking the judgment of the citizens of the local area, be it 
township or county, by popular vote at the polls upon a specific 
question, usually the borrowing of money or the levying of a 
rate beyond the regular amount. This is an extension to local 
divisions of the so-called" plebiscitary" or referendum method, 
whose application to State legislation has been discussed in a 
preceding chapter! It seems to work well, for by providing 
an exceptional method of meeting exceptional cases, it enables 
the ordinary powers of executive officials, whether in township 
or county, to be kept within narrow limits. 

Want of space has compelled me to omit from this sketch 
many details which might interest European students of local 
goverument, nor can I attempt to indicate the relations of the 
rural areas, townships and counties, to the incorporated villages 

1 See Constitution of Pennsylvania of 1813, Arts. lov. xiii. and v. 
The average popniation of a connty In Pennsylvania was, in 1890, 78,000. 

There are aiIt)'1llven . 
• Aa the primary meeting Ie In England dyiog ant in the form of the parish 

"l'eetry, 10 the plebiscitary method 888ms to be camiog io to meet the now more 
democratie Nloditiona of the conntry. See Chapter XXXIX. ante. 

VOL-I ~ a 
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and cities which lie within their compass further than byob
serving that cities, even the smaller ones, are usually separated 
from the townships, that is to say, the township government is 
superseded by the city government, while cities of all grades 
remain members of the counties, bear their share in county 
taxation, and join in county elections. Often, however, the 
constitution of a State contains special provisions to meet the 
case of a city so large as practically to overshadow or absorb 
the county, as Chicago does the county of Cook, and Cincin
nati the county of Hamilton, and sometimes the city is made 
a county by itself. Of these villages and other minor munici
palities there are various forms in different States. Ohio, for 
instance, divides her municipal corporations into (a) cities, of 
which there are two classes, the first class containing three 
grades, the second class four grades; (b) villages, also with 
two classes, the first of from 3000 to 5000 inhabitants, the 
second of from 200 to 3000; and (c) hamlets, incorporated 
places with less than 200. inhabitants. I The principles which 
govern these organizations are generally the same; the details 
are infinite, and incapable of being summarized here. Of minor 
incorporated bodies therefore I say no more. But the larger 
cities furnish a wide and instructive field of inquiry; and to 
them three chapters must be devoted. 

I Ohio Voters' Mantlal, Appendix K. Ohio contained in 1888: Cities-1 
first class, first grade, 1 first class, second grade, 1 first class, third grade, 2 
second class, first grade, 1 second class, second grade, 9 second class, third 
grade, 23 second class, fourth grade; Villages - M first class, 395 second class j 
Hamleta-32, besides 785 nnincorporate pIaces or toWll& 



CHAPTER XLIX 

OBSERVA.TIONS ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

IT may serve to clear up a necessarily intricate description i1 
I add here a few general remarks applicable to all, or nearly all, 
of the various systems of local government that prevail in the 
several States of the Union. 

L Following American authorities, I have treated the New 
England type or system as a distinct one, and referred the 
North-western States to the mixed type. But the EuropeaII 
reader may perhaps figure the three systems most vividly tc 
his mind if he will divide the Union into three zones - North· 
em, !lIiddle, and Southern. In the northern, which, beginning 
at the Bay of Fundy, stretches west to Puget Sound, he will 
find a primary assembly, the Town or township meeting, in 
preponderant activity as the unit of local government. In the 
middle zone, stretching from New York to California, inclusive, 
along the fortieth parallel of latitude, he will find the town· 
ship dividing with the county the interests and energy of the 
people. In some States of this zone the county is the more 
important organism and dwarfs the township; in some the 
township seems to be gaining on the county; but all are alike 
in this, that you cannot lose sight for a moment of either the 
smaller or the larger area, and that both areas are governed by 
elected executive officers. The third zone includes all the 
BOuthem States; in which the county is the predominant or
ganism, though here and there school districts and even town
lhips are growing in significance. 

IL Both county and township are, like nearly everything 
else in America, English institutions which have suffered a 
sea change. "The Southern county is an attenuated English 
shire with the towus left OUt."l The Northern towuship is an 

1 Prof_r )lacy, .. Oar Government," an admirable elementary sketch for 
IChoo! ... of the _tare and fllllCdons of the Federal and State governments. 

6ll 
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English seventeenth-eentury parish, in which a,,<>e the English 
parish was still in full working order as a civil no less than 
an ecclesiastical organization, holding common property, and 
often co-extensive with a town. The Town meeting is the 
English vestry, the selectmen are the churchwardens, or select 
vestrymen, called back by the conditions of colonial life into 
an activity fuller than they exerted in England even in the 
seventeenth century, and far fuller than they now retain. l In 
England local self-government, except as regards the poor law, 
tended to decay in the smaller (i.e. parish or township) areas; 
the greater part of such administration as these latter needed, 
fell either to the justices in petty sessions or to officials ap
pointed by the county or by the central government, until the 
legislation of the present century began to create new and 
larger districts, especially poor law and sanitary districts, for 
local administration! In the wider English area, the county, 
true self-government died out with the ancient Shire Moot, 
and fell into the hands of persons (the justices assembled in 
Quarter Sessions) nominated by the Crown, on the recommen
dation of the lord-lieutenant. It is only to-day that a system 
of elective county councils has been created by statute. In 
the American colonies the governor filled the place which the 
Crown held in England; but even in Colonial days there was 
a tendency to substitute popular election for gubernatorial 
nomination; and county government, obeying the universal 
impulse, is now everywhere democratic in form; though in 
the South, while slavery and the plantation system lasted, it 
was practically aristocratic in its spirit and working. 

1 Few things in English history are better worth studying, or have exezcised 
a more pervading influence on the progress of events, than the practical disap
pearance from rural England of that Commune or Gemeinde which has re
mained so potent a factor in the economic and social as well as the political 
life of France and Italy, of Germany (inclnding Austrian Germany) and of 
Switzerland. U Englishmen.were half as active in the study of their own 
local institutions as Americans have begun to be in that of theirs, we shonld 
have had a copious literature npon this interesting snbject. 

~ However, the parish constables and way-wardens in some places con
tinne to be elected by popnlar vote; and the manor conrts and courts leet 
were semi-popnlar institntions. Even now the parish vestry has some civil 
powers. 

In connties the coroner continned to be elected by the freeholders, bnt in 
A.D. 1888, the appointment was transferred by statnte to the newly-created 
county councils. 
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ilL In England the control of the central government
that is, of Parliament-is now maintained not only by stat
utes defining the duties and limiting the powers of the various 
local bodies, but also by the powers vested in sundry depart
ments of the executive, the Local Government Board, Home 
Office, and Treasury, of disallowing certain acts of these 
bodies, and especially of supervising their expenditure and 
checking their borrowing. In American States the executive 
departments have no similar functions. The local authorities 
are restrained partly by the State legislature, whose statutes 
of course bind them, but still more effectively, because legis
latures are not always to be trusted, by the State Constitu
tions. These instrnments usually - the more recent ones I 
think invariably - contain provisions limiting the amount 
which a county, township, village, school district, or other 
local area may borrow, and often also the amount of tax it may 
levy, by reference to the valuation of the property contained 
within its limits. Specimens of these provisions will be 
found in a note at the end of this volume. They have been 
found valuable in checking the growth of local indebtedness, 
which had become, even in rural districts, a serious danger.1 

The total local debt (less sinking fund) was in 1890:-

Counties • 
School districts 

1145,048,045 (£29,000,000) 
36,701,948 (7,340,000) 

Total 1181,749,993 (£36,340,000) 

This sum bears a comparatively small proportion to the 
total debt of the several States and of the cities, which was 
then-

Statee • • t228,997,389 
Cities over 4000 inhabitants 646,507,644 
Municipalities under 4000 in-

habitants 77,955,416 

Total 11/53,460,449 

(£45,799,000) 
(129,300,000) 

( £15,590,000) 

(£190,689,000) 

1 See also Chapter XLUL OD .. State FiDanee." These pro'fiaiona are of 
eonrae applied to eitiea al80, which Deed them IITeD mote. They vary very 
maeh In their detaila, aDd In some _ a special popular vote is allowed to 

ateDd the limit. 
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County and school district debts declined eight per cent be
tween 1870 and 1880, whereas city indebtedness was then 
rapidly increasing. Since 1880 all three have risen, though 
slowly, except as regards the school district debt, which has 
doubled; State debts on the other hand have fallen about twel ve 
per cent in the same decade. 

IV. County and township or school district taxes are direct 
taxes, there being no octroi in America, and are collected along 
with. State taxes in the smallest tax-gathering area, i.e. the 
township, where townships exist. Local rates are not, how
ever, as in England, levied on immovable property only, but 
also on personal property, or rather upon so much of it as the 
assessors can reach. Lands and houses are often assessed far 
below their true value, because the township assessors have an 
interest in diminishing the share of the county tax which will 
fall upon their township similar to the interest of the county 
assessors in diminishing the share of the State tax to be borne 
by their cQunty.l Real property is taxed in the place where it is 
situate; personalty only in the place where the owner resides.! 
But the suffrage, in local as well as in State and National elec
tions, is irrespective of property, and no citizen can vote in 
more than one place. A man may have a dozen houses or farms 
in as many cities, counties, or townships: he will vote, even 
for local purposes, only in the spot where he is held to reside. 

The great bulk of local expenditure is borne by local taxes. 
But in some States a portion of the county taxes is allotted to 
the aid of school districts, so as to make the wealthier districts 
relieve the burden of the poorer, and often a similar subvention 
is made from State revenues. The public schools, which are 
everywhere and in all grades gratuitous, absorb a considerable 
part of the whole revenue locally raised,s and in addition to 
what taxation provides they receive a large revenue from the 
lands which, under Federal or State legislation, have been set 

1 As to this and the Boards of Equalization see Chapter XLllI. ante. 
S Of course what is really the same property may be taxed in more than one 

place, e.g. a mining company may be taxed as a company in Montana, and the 
shares held by individual proprietors be possibly also taxed in the several 
States in which these shareholders reside. 

8 The expenditure on public elementary schools in the Uuited States is stated 
by the U. S. Commissioner of Education (Report for 188S-89) at $121,930,000 
(£24,386,000), public secondary schools, $10,199,000; total, $132,129,000. 
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apart for educational purposes.1 \~the whole, the burden of 
taxation in rural districts is not h avy, nor is the expenditufe 
often wasteful, because the inhabl nts, especially under the 
Town meeting system, look closely aker it.1 

v. It is noteworthy that the Americans, who are supposed 
to be especially fond of representative assemblies, have made 
little use of representation in their local government. The 
township is usnally governed either by a primary assembly of 
all citizens or else, as in such States as Ohio and Iowa, by a 
very small board, not exceeding three, with, in both sets of 
cases, several purely executive officers" In the county there 
is seldom or never a county board possessing legislative func
tions (though New York has begun to tend that way); usua.lly 
only three commissioners or supervisors with some few execu
tive or judicial officers. Local legislation (except as it appears 
in the bye-laws of the Town meeting or selectmen) is discour
aged. The people seem jealous of their county officials, elect
ing them for short terms, and restricting each to a special 
range of duties. This is perhaps only another way of saying 
that the county, even in the South, has continued to be an 
artificial entity, and has drawn to itself no great part of the 
interest and affections of the citizens. Over five-sixths of the 
Union each county presents a square figure on the map, with 
nothing distinctive about it, nothing "natural" about it, in 
the sense in which such English counties as Kent or Cornwall 
are natural entities. It is too large for the personal interest 
of the citizens: that goes to the township. It is too small to 
have traditions which command the respect or touch the affec
tiona of its inhabitants: these belong to the State.' 

1 8tadeota of economic aelence will hear withont II1lrprise that in some of 
the State8 which have the largest permanent school fund the effect ou the effi
eieney of the Iclloola, and on the interest of the people in them, has been per
nicloaa. In education, as well as In eleemosynary and ecclesiastical matters, 
eadowmeota would _m to be a very doubtful benefit. 

• EIpendlture has however greatly rieen. In the Massachueetta town of 
Quincy, for Instance, the average annual levy of taxation between 1792 and 
1800 was 11000, about 11 to each inbabitant tupayer: it is now 812.57. In 
1792 the education of each ehild In the public school cost 13 per annnm: now 
It _116 (TM Centennial Jlilulone, by Charlea F. Adams). 

• In a few Western State8 the Town board has (like the New England 
... lectmen) a Umlted taxing power, as well as administrative dntiea. 

• In Virginia there DIed to be a county feeling resembling that of England, 
but this has nniBhed in the IIOCial revolution that has tran.sformed the South. 
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VI. The chief functions l~cal government has to discharge in 
the United States may be summarized in a few paragraphs:--

Making and repairing roads and bridges. -+- These prime ne
cessities of rural life are provided for by the township, county, 
or State, according to the class to which a road or bridge be
longs. That the roads of America are proverbially ill-built 
and ill-kept is due partly to the climate, with its alternations 
of severe frost, occasional -torrential rains (in the middle and 
south~rn States), and long droughts; partly to the hasty hab
its of the people, who are too busy with other things, and too 
eager to use their capital in private enterprises to be willing 
to spend freely on highways; partly also to the thinness 
of population, which is, except in a few manufacturing dis
tricts, much less dense than in western Europe. In many 
districts railways have come before roads, so roads have been 
the less used and cared for. 

The administration of justice was one of the first needs 
which caused the formation of the county: and matters con
nected with it still form a large part of county business. The 
voters elect a judge or judges, and the local prosecuting offi
cer, called the -district attorney, and the chief executive officer, 
the sheriff.1 Prisons are a matter of county concern. Police 
is always locally regulated, but in the northern States more 
usually by the township than by the county. However, this 
branch of government, so momentous in continental Europe, 
is in America comparatively unimportant outside the cities. 
The rural districts get on nearly everywhere with no guardians 
of the peace, beyond the township constable; 2 nor does the 
State government, except, of course, through statutes, exercise 
any control over local police administration.8 In the rural parts 
of the eastern and middle States property is as safe as any
where in the world. In such parts of the West as are disturbed 
by dacoits, or by solitary highwaymen, travellers defend them
selves, and, if the sheriff is distant or slack, lynch law may 
usefully be invoked. The care of the poor is thrown almost 

1 The American sheriff remains something like what the English sheriff was 
before his wings were clipped by legislation some seventy years ago. Even 
then, however, he mostly acted by deputy. The justices and the county police 
have since that legislation largely superseded his action. 

2 Or, in States with no townships, some corresponding officer. 
a As to recent experiments, see p. 495 ante, State police. 
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everywhere upon local and not upon State authorities,l and 
defrayed out of local funds, sometimes by the county, some
times by the township. The poor laws of the several States 
differ in so many particulars that it is impossible to give even 
an outline of them here. Little out-door relief is given, though 
in most States the relieving authority may, at his or their dis
cretion, bestow it; and pauperism is not, and has never been, a 
serious malady, except in some five or six great cities, where 
it is now vigorously combated by volunteer organizations 
largely composed of ladies. The total number of persons re
turned as almshouse-paupers in the whole Union in 1880 was 
13,045. Adding 23,000 for persons in receipt of out-door re
lief, we have a proportion of 1 to 652 of the whole population.1 

In England and Wales in 1892 there were 616,693 paupers 
(not including pauper lunatics 53,000, and vagrants 1000) to a 
population of 29,001,018, or. 1 to 42 of population. 

Sanitation, which has become so important a department of 
English local administration, plays a small part in the rural 
districts of America, because their population is so much more 
thinly spread over the surface that the need for drainage and 
the removal of nuisances is less pressing; moreover, as the 
humbler classes are better off, unhealthy dwellings are far 
less common. Public health officers and sanitary inspectors 
would, over the larger part of the county, have little occu
pation.' 

To education, I can refer only in passing, because the differ
ences between the arrangements of the several States are too 
numerous to be described here. It has hitherto been not only 
a more distiuctively local matter, but one relatively far more 
important than in England, France, or Italy. And there is 
usually a special administrative body, often a special adminis
trative area, created for its purposes -the school committee 

1 10 lOme States there are poor-law superintendents, and usually State 
lnatitntionl for particular claseea of paupers, e.g. panper lunatiea. 

I The eeoaus returns of 1890 (so far as published) do not give the nnmber of 
ont-door paupers, but 60 far as can be gathered from the (apparently untrust
worthy) figures of 1880, it Ie le88 than one-third of that of in-door paupers. 
The figures in 1880 were trl,~'1 to 21,598. Tbe proportion of paupers to 
population In England, which, In 1863, was 4.97 to 1000, was, in 1892, 23.3 to 
1000 . 

• Sanitation, however, bas occupied much attention in the cities. Cleve
land clalma to have the lowest death rate of any large city in the world. 
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and the school district. l The vast sum expended on public 
instruction has been already mentioned. Though primarily 
dealt with by the smallest local circumscription, there is a 
growing tendency for both the county and the State to inter
est themselves in the work of instruction by way of inspec
tion, and to some extent of pecuniary subventions. Not only 
does the county often appoint a county superintendent, but 
there are in some States county high schools and (in most) 
county boards of education, besides a State Board of Commis
sioners.! I need hardly add that the schools of all grades are 
more numerous and efficient in the northern and western than 
in the southern States. In old colonial days, when the Eng
lish Commissioners for Foreign Plantations asked for infor
mation on the subject of education from the governors of 
Virginia and Connecticut, the former replied, "I thank God 
there are no free schools or printing presses, and I hope we 
shall not have any these hundred years;"8 and the latter, 
"One-fourth of the annual revenue of the colony is laid out in 
maintaining free schools for the education of our children." 
The disparity was prolonged and intensified in the South by 
the existence i)f slavery. Now that slavery has gone, the 
South makes rapid advances; but the proportion of illiteracy, 
especially of course among the negroes, is still high! 

1 Though the school district hequently coincides with the township, it has 
geuerally (outside of New Eugland) distinct administrative officers, and when 
it coiucides it is ofteu subdivided into lesser districts. 

2 In some States provision is made for the combination of several school 
districts to maintain a superior school at a central spot. 

a Governor Sir William Berkeley, however, was among the Virginians who 
in 1660 subscribed for the erection in Virginia of " a college of students of the 
liberal arts and sciences." .As to elementary instruction he said that Virginia 
pursued" the same course that is taken in England out of towns, every man 
according to his ability instrncting his children. We have forty-eight parishes, 
and our ministry are well paid, and, by consent, shonld be better if they would 
pray oftener and preach less." - The College of William and Mary, by Dr. 
H.B.Adams. 

4 The percentage of persons nnable to read to the whole population of the 
United States was, in 1880, 13.4; it was lowest in Iowa (2.4), highest in South 
Carolina (48.2) and Lonisiana (45.8). The percentage of persons nnable to 
write was in the whole United States, 17; lowest in Nebraska (3.6), highest in 
South Carolina (55.4) and Alabama (50.9). The censlls returns of 1890 respect
ing illiteracy have not yet been publisbed (December 1892). 

It was recently proposed in Congress to reduce the snrplns in the U. S. 
treasury by distributing sums among the States in aid of edncation, in propor
tion to the need whi~h exists for schools, i.e. to their illiteracy. The objections 
on the score of economic policy, as well as of constitutional law, were obvi
ous, and stimulated a warm resistance to the bill. 
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It will be observed that of the general functions of local 
government above described, three, viz. police, sanitation, and 
poor relief, are simpler and less costly than in England, and 
indeed in most parts of western and central Europe. It has 
therefore proved easier to vest the management of all in the 
same local authority, and to get on with a smaller number of 
special executive officers. . Education is indeed almost the 
only matter which has been deemed to demand a special body to 
handle it. Nevertheless. even in America the increasing com
plexity of Civilization, and the growing tendency to invoke 
governmental aid for the satisfaction of wants not previously 
felt, or if felt, met by voluntary action, tend to enlarge the 
sphere and multiply the functions of local government. 

VIL How far has the spirit of political party permeated 
rural local government? I have mysel( asked this question a 
hundred times in travelling through America, yet I find it 
hard to give any general answer, because there are great diver
sities in this regard not only between different States, but 
between different parts of the same State, diversities due 
sometimes to the character of the population, sometimes to the 
varying intensity of party feeling, sometimes to the greater or 
less degree in which the areas of local government coincide 
with the election districts in which State senators or represent
atives are chosen. On the whole it would seem that county 
officials are apt to be chosen on political lines, not so much 
because any political questions come before them, or becanse 
they can exert much influence on State or Federal elections, 
as because these paid offices afford a means of rewarding polit
ical services and securing political adhesions. Each of the great 
parties usually holds its county convention and runs its "county 
ticket," with the unfortunate result of intruding national poli
tics into matters with which they have nothing to do, and of 
making it more difficult for good citizens outside the class of 
professional politicians to find their way into county administra
tion. Howe'ver, the party candidates are seldom bad men, and 
the ordinary voter is less apt to vote blindly for the party nomi
nee than he would be in Federal or State elections. In the town
ship and rural school district party spirit is much less active. 
The offices are often unpaid, and the personal merits of the can
didates are better known to the voters than are those of the 
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politicians who seek for county office.1 Rings and Bosses (of 
whom more anon) are not unknown even in rural New England. 
School committee elections are often influenced by party a.ffilia... 
tions. But on the whole, the township and its government 
keep themselves pretty generally out of the political whirlpool: 
their posts are filled by honest and reasonably competent men. 

VIII. The apparent complexity of the system of local gov
ernment sketched in the last preceding chapter is due entirely 
to the variations between the several States. In each State it 
is, as compared with that of rural England, eminently simple. 
There are few local divisions, few authorities; the divisions 
and authorities rarely overlap. No third local area and local 

. authority intermediate between township and county, and simi-
lar to the English poor law Union (or District with its pro
posed Council), has been found necessary. Especially simple 
is the method of levying taxes. In most States a citizen pays 
at the same time, to the same officer, upon the same paper of 
demand, all his local taxes, and not only these, but also his 
State tax; in fact, all the direct taxes which he is required to 
pay. The State is spared the expense of maintaining a sepa
rate collecting staff, for it leans upon and uses the local officials 
who do the purely local work. The tax-payer has not the worry 
of repeated calls upon his cheque-book.1 Nor is this simplicity 
and activity of local administration due to its undertaking 
fewer duties, as compared with the State, than is the case in 
Europe. On the contrary, the sphere of local government is 
in America unusually wide,S and widest in what may be called 
the most characteristically American and democratic regions, 
New England and the North-west. Americans often reply to 
the criticisms w:hich Europeans pass on the faults of their 
State legislatures and the shortcomings of Congress by pointing 
to the healthy efficiency of their rural administration, which 

1 Sometimes the party .. ticket II leaves a blank space for the voter to insert 
the name of the candidates for whom he votes for township offices. See the 
specimen I&wa ticket at the end of Chapter LXVI. . 

i City taxes, however, and the local school-tax, are sometimes paid sepa
rately. Some States give the option of paying half-yearly or quarterly; and 
many allow discount upon payment in advance. 

8 The functions are not perhaps so numerous as in England, but this is be
cause fewer funetions are needed. The practical competence of local author
ities for undertaking any new functions that may become needed, and which 
the State may entrust to them, is great. 
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enables them to bear with composure the defects of the higher 
organs of government, defects which would be less tolerable in 
a centralized country, where the national government deals 
directly with local affairs, or where local authorities await an 
initiative from above. 

Of the three or four types or systems of local government 
which I have described, that of the Town or township with its 
popular primary assembly is admittedly the best. It is the 
cheapest and the most efficient; it is the most educative to the 
citizens who bear a part in it. The Town meeting has been 
not only the source but the school of democracy.l The action 
of so small a unit needs, however, to be supplemented, perhaps 
also in some points supervised, by that of the county, and in 
this respect the mixed system of the middle States is deemed 
to have borne i~ part in the creation of a perfect type. For 
some time past an assimilative process has been going on over. 
the United States tending to the evolution of such a type.1 In 
adopting the township system of New England, the north
western States have borrowed some of the atb:ibutes of the 
middle States county system. The middle States have devel
oped the township into a higher vitality than it formerly pos· 
sessed there. Some of the southern States are introducing the 
township, and others are likely to follow as they advance in 
population aJld education. It is possible that by the middle of 
next century there will prevail one system, uniform in its out
lines over the whole country, with the township for its basis, 
and the county as the organ called to deal with those matters 
which, while they are too large for township management, it 
seems inexpedient to remit to the unlIealthy atmosphere of a 
State capital. 

1 In Rhode Island It wu the ToWDs that made the State. 
I Thill &endeocy ill visible not leut as regards the systems of educational 

administration. The National Teachers' Association of the U. S. not long 
einee prepared an elaborate report on the various existing systems, and the 
more progreuive States are on the alert to profit by one another's experience. 



CHAPTER L 

THE GOVERNMENT OJ!' CITIES 

THE growth of great cities has been among the most signifi
cant and least fortunate changes in the character of the popu
lation of the United States during the century that has passed 
since 1787. The census of 1790 showed only six cities with 
more than 8000, and only one with more than 40,000 inhabi
tants. In 1880 there were 286 exceeding 8000, forty exceeding 
40,000, twenty exceeding 100,000; while the census of 1890 
showed 443 exceeding 8000,74 exceeding 40,000,28 exceeding 
100,000. The ratio of persons living in cities exceeding 8000 
inhabitants to the total population was, in 1790, 3.35 per cent, 
in i840, 8.52; in 1880, 22.57, in 1890, 29.12. And this change 
has gone on with accelerated speed notwithstanding the enor
mousextension of settlement over the vast regions of the 
West. Needless to say that a still larger and inc!easing pro
portion of the wealth of the country is gathered into the 
larger cities. Their government is therefore a matter of high 
concern to America, and one which cannot be omitted from a 
discussion of transatlantic politics. Such a discussion is, how
ever, exposed to two difficulties. One is that the actual 
working of municipal government in the United States is so 
inextricably involved with the party system that it is hard to 
understand or judge it without a comprehension of that sys
tem, an account of which I am, nevertheless, forced to reserve 
for subsequent chapters. The other is that the laws which 
regulate municipal government are even more diverse from one 
another than those whence I have drawn the account already 
given of State governments and rural local government. For 
not only has each State its own system of laws for the gov
ernment of cities, but within a State there is, as regards the 
cities, little uniformity in municipal arrangements. Larger 

623 
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cities are often governed differently from the smaller ones; 
and one Ia.rge city is differently organized from another. So 
far as the legal arrangements go, no general description, such 
as might be given of English municipal governments under the 
Municipal Corporation Acts, is possible in America.. I am 
therefore obliged to confine myself to a few features common 
to most city governments occasionally taking illustrations from 
the constitution or history of some one or other of the leading 
municipalities. 

The history of American cities, though striking and instruc
tive, has been short. Of the ten greatest cities of to-day only 
four-Baltimore, New Orleans, New York, and Philadelphia 
-were municipal corporations in 1820.1 Every city has re
ceived ita form of government from the State in which it 
stands, and this form has been repeatedly modified. Formerly 
each city obtained a special charter; now in nearly all States 
there are general laws under which a population of a certain 
size and density may be incorporated. Yet, as observed above, 
special legislation for particular cities, especially the greater 
ones, continues to be very frequent. 

Although American city governments have a general resem
blance to those English municipalities which were their first 
model,- their present structure shows them to have been much 
in6.uenced by that of the State governments. We find in all 
the larger cities-

A mayor, head of the executive, and elected directly by the 
Toters within the city. 

Certain executive officers or boards, some directly elected by 
the city Toten, others nominated by the mayor or chosen 
by the city legislature. 

A legislature, consisting nsually of two, but sometimes of 
one chamber, directly elected by the city voters. 

J ndges, usually elected by the city vOlen, but sometimes 
appointed by the State. 

What is this but the frame of a State government applied to 

I TIle lenD .. eity .. d~ ia Ameriea wba& .. eaIled In EngIaDd • mODic
lpallloruagh, aad .... aothiDg eo do with eithel' siJI8 or antiquity. The eo .... 
.ata~ or frame of PY8ftUll8Dt of. eit)', wbieb .. alwaJ8 glYell by • State 
-tme. ....... OI'..-;aI ... eaIled i&ll ebarter. 

_ Ameriaul manieipaliti_ haft, of eoane, -1Ieeu, IIiDee the Revolutioa, 
.. ~ like .... EDcJiaIa lIorougb8 before the Aa of 183Ii. 
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. . 
the smaller area of a city? The mayor corresponds to the 
Governor, the officers or boards to the various State officials 
and boards (described in Chapter XLI.) elected, in most cases, 
by the people; the aldermen and common council (as they are 
generally called) to the State Senate and Assembly; the city 
elective judiciary to the State elective judiciary.l 

A few words on each of these municipal authorities. The 
mayor is by far the most conspicuous figure in city govern
ments, much more important than the mayor of an English or 
Iri~h borough, or the provost of a Scotch one. He holds office, 
sometimes for one year,t but now more frequently for two,a 
three, or even five 4 years. In some cities he is not re-eligible. 
He is directly elected by the people of the whole city, and is 
usually not a member of the city legislature.5 He has, almost 
everywhere, a veto on all ordinances passed by that legislature, 
which, however, can be overridden by a two-thirds majority. 
In many cities he appoints some among the heads of depart
ments and administrative boards, though usually the approval 
of the legislature or of one branch of it 8 is required. Quite 
recently some city charters have gone so far as to make him 
generally responsible for all the departments (subject to the 
control of supply by the legislative body), and therewith liable 
to impeachment for misfeasance. He receives a considerable 
salary, varying with the size of the city, but sometimes reach
ing $10,000, the same salary as that allotted to the justices 
of the Supreme Federal Court. It rests with him, as the chief 
executive officer, to' provide for the public peace, to quell riots, 
and, if necessru'Y, to call out the militia.7 He often exerts, in 

1 American municipal governments are of course subject to three general 
roles: that they have no powers other than those conferred on them by the 
State, that they cannot delegate their powers, and that their legislation and 
action generally is subject to the constitution and statutes as well of the 
United States as of the State to which they belong. 

2 ('nmerally in the cities of the second rauk and in Bostou. 
8 New York, Brooklyn, Chicago, Baltimore, San Francisco, Cincinnati, and 

generally in the larger cities. 
4 Philadelphia, St. Louis. 
6 In Chicago and San Francisco the mayor sits in the legislature. 
S The Brooklyn charter allows the mayor to appoint heads of departments 

without any concurrence of the council, in the belief that thus responsibility can 
be better fixed upon him; and New York has lately (1884) taken the same course. 

7 Some idea of the complexity due to the practice of giving special charters 
to particular cities, or passing special bills relating to them, may be ~thered 
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practice, some discretion as to the enforcement of the law; he 
may, for instance, put in force Sunday Closing Acts or regula
tions, or omit to do so. 

The practical work of administration is carried on by a 
number of departments, sometimes under one head, so~etimes 
constituted as boards or commissions. The most important 
of these are directly elected by the people, for a term of one, 
two, three, or four years. Some, however, are chosen by the 
city legislature, some by the mayor with the approval of the 
legislature or its upper chamber. In most cities the chief 
executive officers have been disconnected from one another, 
owing no common allegiance, except that which their financial 
dependence on the city legislature involves, and communicating 
less with the city legislature as a whole than with its commit
tees, each charged with some one branch of administration, and 
each apt to job it. 

Education has been generally treated as a distinct matter, 
with which neither the mayor nor the city legislature has been 
suffered to meddle. It is committed to a Board of Education, 
whose members are separately elected by the people, or, as in 
Brooklyn, appointed by the nlayor, levy (though they do noi 
themselves collect) a separate tax, and have an executive staff 
of their own at their disposal. l 

The city legislature lI.Sually consists in small cities of one 
chamber, in large ones of two, the upper of which generally 
bears the name of the Board of Aldermen, the lower that of 
the Common Council.· All are elected by the citizens, gener-
from the fact that in Ohio, for instance, the duties of the mayor vary greatly 
In the Bila: chief citiea of the State. There are duties which a mayor has in 
Cincinnati only, out of all the citiea of the State; others which he has in all 
the cities eIcept Cincinnati; others in Cincinnati and Toledo only; others in 
Cleveland, Toledo, Columbus, Dayton, and Springfield only; others in Cleve
land and Toledo only; others In Clevelaud only; others in Toledo only; others 
In Columbus and Dayton only. These variations are the result not of ordi
nances made by each city for itself, but of State legislation. 

1 There are some points of resemblance in this system to the government of 
English cities, and especially of London. The English commou councils elect 
certain otJiclala and manage their bnsineas by committees. Iu Londou the 
IheritI. and chamberlain are elected by the liverymen. Note, however, that 
In no English borough or city do we find a two-chambered legislature, nor 
(except as last aforesaid in London) otJiciala elected by popular vote, uor a 
veto on legislation vested In the mayor. 

I Some large cities, however (e.g. New York and Brooklyn, Chicago with Ita 
36 aldermen, San Francisco with Its 12 8uperviaors), have only one chamber. 

VOL. I IS 
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ally in wards, but the upper house occasionally by districts or 
on what is called a "general ticket," i.e. a vote over the whole 
city.l Usually the common council is elected for one year, or 
at most for two years, the upper chamber frequently for a' 
longer period.s Both are usually unpaid in the smaller cities, 
sometimes paid in the larger.8 All city legislation, that is to 
say, ordinances,.by~-laws, and votes of money from the city 
treasury, are passed by the council or councils, subject in 
many cases to the mayor's veto. Except in a few cities gov
erned by very recent charters, the councils have some control 
over at least the minor officials. Such control is exercised by 
committees, a method borrowed from the State and National 
legislatures, and suggested by the same reasons of convenience 
which have established it there, but proved by experience to 
have the evils of secrecy and irresponsibility as well as that 
of disconnecting the departments from one another. 

The city judges are only in so far· a part of the municipal 
government that in most of the larger cities they are elected 
by the citizens, like the other chief officers. There are usually 
several superior jQ.dges, chosen for terms of five years and 
upwards, and a larger number of police justices,· generally 
for shorter terms. ,Occasionally, however, the State has pru
dently reserved to itself the appointment of judges. Thus 
in New Haven, Cpnnecticut (population in 1890, 81,298)-

"Constables, justices of the peace, and a sheriff, are elected by the 
citizens, but the city courts derive existence directly from the State legis
lature. . •. The mode of selecting judges is this: the New Haven 
county delegation to the dominant party in the legislature assembles in 

1 In some few cities, among which are Chicago and (as respects police mag
istrates and school directors) Philadelphia, the plan of minority representation 
has been to some extent adopted by allowing the voter to cast his vote for 
two candidates only when there are three places to be filled. It was tried in 
New York, but the State Court of Appeals held it unconstitutional. So far 
as I can ascertain, this method has in Philadelphia proved rather favourable 
than otherwise to the" machine politicians," who can rely on their masses of 
drilled voters. 

2 Sometimes the councilman is required by statute to be a resident in the 
ward he represents. 

8 Boston and Cincinnati give no salary, St. Louis pays members of ·both its 
councils $300 (£60) a year, Baltimore, $1000 (£200). New York pays and 
Brooklyn does not. The Municipal (Reform) League of Philadelphia advocate 
the payment of councilmen. 

• Sometimes the police justices are Dominated'by the mayor. 
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caucna and nominates two of the same political faith to be respectively 
judge and assistant judge of the New Haven city court. Their choice is 
adopted by their party, and the nominations are duly ratified, often by a 
strict party vote. Inasmuch as the legislature is usually Republican, and 
the city of New Haven is unfailingly Democratic, these usages amount to 
a reservation of judicial offices from the 'hungry and thirsty' local ma
jOrity, and the maintenance of a certain control by the Republican coun
try towns over the Democratic City." 1 

It need hardly be said that all the above officers, from the 
mayor and judges downwards, are, like State officers, elected 
by manhood suffrage. Their election is usually made to coin
cide with that of State officers, perhaps also of Federal con
gressmen. This saves expense and trouble. But as it not 
only bewilders the voter in his choice of men by distracting 
his attention between a large number of candidates and places, 
but also confirms the tendency, already strong, to vote for city 
officers on party lines, there has of late years been a movement 
in some places to have the municipal elections fixed for a 
different date from that of State or Federal elections, so that 
the undistracted and non-partisan thought of the citizens may 
be given to the former.-

At present the disposition to run and v.ote for candidates 
according to party is practically universal, although the duty 
of party loyalty is deemed less binding than in State or Federal 
elections. When both the great parties put forward question-

1 .. During the _Ion of the legislature lu March 188li this argument was 
put forward In answer to a Democratic plea for representation npon the city 
conrt beucb. • Tbe Democrats possess all the otber offices in New Haven. It's 
only fair tbat tbe Republicans Bbould have tbe city court.' Eacb party ac
eepted tbe statement as a conclusive reason for political action. It would be 
gratifying to find tbe subject discussed upon a bigher plane, and tbe incum
bents of tbe offices wbo had done well continUed from term to term without 
regard to party affiliations. But in tbe present condition of political morals, 
the eIIBting arrangements are probably tbe most practicable tbat could be 
made. It goes without Baying that country districts are, as a mle, more deserv
ing of political power than are cities. If the city judges were locally elected 
upon the general party ticket, the successful candidates would often be under 
obligationB to elements in the community wbich are the cbief source and nurBe 
of the criminal clB8ll-an unaeemly position for a judge." - Mr. Cbarles H. 
Levermore in bis Inreresting sketch of the .. Town and City Government of 
New Haven" (p. 77). 

I On tbe other hand, there are cities which hope to draw out a larger vote, 
and therefore obtain a betler choice, by putting their municipal elections at 
the l&IDe time 88 the State elections. This was lately done by Minneapolis. 



628 THE STATE GOVERNMENTS PART U 

able, men, a non-partisan list, or so-called" citizens' ticket," 
may be run by a combination of respectable men of both par
ties. Sometimes this attempt succeeds. However, though 
the tenets of Republicans and Democrats have absolutely 
nothing to do with the conduct of city affairs, though the sole 
object of the election, say of a city comptroller or auditor, 
may be to find an honest man of good business habits, four
fifths of the electors in nearly all cities give little thought to 
.the personal qualifications of the candidates, and vote the 
"straight out ticket." 

The functions of city governments may be distributed into 
three groups - (a) those which are delegated by the State out 
of its general coercive and administrative powers, including 
the police power, the granting of licences, the execution of 
laws relating to adulteration and explosives j (b) those which 
though done uuder general laws are properly matters of local 
charge and subject to local regulation, such as education and 
the care of the poor j and (c) those which are not so much of a 
political as of a purely business order, such as the paving and 
cleansing of streets, the maintenance of proper drains, the pro
vision of water 'and light. In respect of the first,. and to some 
extent of the second 9f these groups, the city may be properly 
deemed a political entity j in respect of the third it-is rather to 
be compared to a business corporation or company, in which 
the tax-payers are shareholders, doing, through the agency of 
the city officers, things which each might do for himself, though 
with more cost and trouble. All three sets of functions are 
dealt with by American legislation in the same way, and are 
alike given to officials and a legislature elected by persons of 
whom a large part pay no direct taxes. Education, however, 
is usually detached from the general city government and 
entrusted to a separate authority,l while in some cities the 
control of the police has been withheld or withdrawn from 
that government, and entrusted to the hands of a separate 
board.B The most remarkable instance is that of·Boston, in 
which city a Massachusetts statute of 1885 entrusts the police 

1 Though sometimes. as in Baltimore, the city legislature appoints a Board 
of Education. Unhappily, in some cities education is .. within politics," and, 
as may be supposed, with results unfavourable to the independence and even 
to the quality of the teachers. B So in Baltimore. 
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department and the power to license, regulate, and restrain the 
sale of intoxicating liquors, to a special board of three persons, 
to be appointed for five years by the State governor and coun
cil Both political parties are directed by the statute to be 
represented on the board. (This is a frequent provision in 
recent charters.) The city pays on the board's requisition all 
the expenses of the police department. In New York the po
lice commissioners are appointed by the mayor, but in order to 
"take the department out of politics" an unwritten under
standing was established that he, though himself always a 
partisan, should appoint two Democratic and two Republican 
commissioners.l The post of policeman is "spoils" of the 
humbler order, but spoils equally divided between the parties. 

Taxes in cities, as in rural districts, are levied upon personal 
as well as real property; and the city tax is collected along 
with the county tax and State tax by the same collectors. 
There are, of course, endless varieties in the practice of differ
ent States and cities as to methods of assessment and to the 
minor imposts subsidiary to the property tax.. Both real and 
personal property are usually assessed far below their true 
value,'the latter because owners are reticent, the former because 
the city assessors are anxious to take as little as possible of the 
State and county burden on the shoulders of their own com
munity, though in this patriotic effort they are checked by the 
county and State Boards of Equalization. Taxes are usually so 
much higher in the larger cities than in the country districts or 
smaller municipalities, that there is a strong tendency for rich 
men to migrate from the city to its suburbs in order to escape 
the city collector. Perhaps the city overtakes them, extending 
its limits and incorporating its suburbs; perhaps they fly 
farther afield by the railway and make the prosperity. of 
country towns twenty or thirty miles away. The unfortunate 
consequence follows, not only that the taxes are heavier for 
those who remain in the city, but that the philanthropic and 
political work of the city loses the participation of those who 
ought to have shared in it. For a man votes in one place 
only, the place where he resides and pays taxes on his per-

l At pl't!llent (1892) there are three, two belonging to tbe dominant party. 
'In New York the a888880 .. ' valuation of real eetate is said to be about 60 

per cent of Its true value. In Chicago between 20 and 30 per cent of that value 
(Oit, Gowmment oJ Philadelphia, p. 323). 
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sonalty; and where he has no vote, he is neither eligible for 
local office nor deemed entitled to take a part in local political 
agitation. 

It may conduce to a better comprehension of the newest 
frame of city government if I present an outline of the munic
ipal system in two recently reformed cities. In both of them 
there had been serious maladministration due to causes to be 
presently explained, and many efforts had been made to apply 
drastic remedies. In one, St. Louis, a completely new charter 
has been enacted, embodying, in the main, the views of mu
nicipal reformers. In the other, Boston, a number of specific 
improvements have been effected in a charter dating from 
1854. I begin with the latter as the older city. 1 

Boston (population in 1890, 448,477) is divided into twenty-four wards 
and twelve aldermanic districts, each ward being subdivided into voting 
precincts with about five hundred voters in each. Municipal elections are 
held anmially early in December. 

The mayor is elected for one year by the people of the whole city; 
. receives $10,000 a year; appoints, subject to confirmation by the board 

of aldermen, the chief officers and boards (except the police board and 
street commissioners), -and may remove any of them for cause. He 
summons the heads of departments at least once a month for consultation. 
Every ordinance, order, resolution, or vote of the city council, and every 
act of either branch or of the school committee involving the expenditure 
of money, is presented to him for approval, and if disapproved, falls to 
the ground, nuless reconsidered and passed by a two-thirds vote. He 
may veto separate items in a general appropriation bill. The depart,. 
ments send their estimates to him, which he submits to the council with 
his recommendations thereon. All drafts on the city treasury, and all 
contracts exceeding $1000, require his written approval. s [Note that he 
is not hinlself a member of either branch of the city legislature.] 

The legislature, called collectively the City Council, consists of two 
branches, viz. the Board of Aldermen, elected one from each of twelve 
districts, and the Common Council of seventy-two members, three for 
each ward. Both are elected annually. They are restricted to purely 
legislative (including financial) functions. 

The executive departments are the following: -
Elected by popular "ote. - Three street commissioners, one each year 

for a three years' term, with power to layout streets and assess damages. 

1 Abstracted from Mr. James M. Bugbee's paper, entitled the" City Govern
ment of Boston," in J. H. U. Studie3, fifth series (Baltimore, 1887). 

I The mayor has a number of minor duties. .. It appears from the latest 
edition of the Ordinances that no one can climb a tree, or throw stones, or lie 
on the grass on the Common, without getting a permit from the mayor." 
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When the estimated cost of a street exceeds 110,000 the concurrence of 
the council is required • 

.Appointed b1l ma1l0r and aldennen. - Superintendent of streets, charged 
with paving, repairing, and watering the streets. 

Fire department - three commissioners serving three years. 
Head of department for the survey and inspection of buildings. Term 

three years. 
Health department-three commissioners, with large sanitation powers 

for preserving public health and abating nuisances. Term three years. 
Overseers of the poor-four each year. Term three years.1 They 

manage outAloor relief and the trust funds which the city holds for that 
purpose. No salary. 

Board of public institutions - three commissioners (substituted in 1889 
for nine directors), charged with the care of the alms-houses, houses of 
correction, of industry, of reformation, house for pauper children, and 
lunatic hospital. Term three years. No salary. It is in these institu
tions that in-door relief is given. 

City hospital board-five persons. Term five years. 
Public library, supported by money voted by the council, five trustees. 

Term five years. No salary. 
Park department-three commissionllrs. Term three years. No 

salary.-
Water department- board of three which controls the waterworks 

and fixes price of water. Term three years. 
Assessors' department - five chief assessors, to value real and personal 

property, and assess city, county, and State taxes. Term three years. 
City collector, who levies tax bills delivered to him by the assessors. 

Appointed annually. 
The following further officers are appointed by the mayor and aldermen. 

For five years-five commissioners of Cedar Grove Cemetery (unpaid); 
for three years-three registrars of voters, six sinking fund commis
sioners (unpaid); for one year-two record commissioners (unpaid), 
five directors of ferries (unpaid), five trustees of Mount Hope Cemetery 
(unpaid), city treasurer, city auditor, corporation counsel, city solicitor, 
auperintendent of public buildings, city architect, superintendent of street 
lights, superintendent of sewers, auperintendent of printing, superintend
ent of Faneuil Han Market, superintendent of bridges, city surveyor, 
water registrar, registrar of births, deaths, and marriages, harbour master 
and ten assistants, commission for certain bridges, inspector of provi
aions, inspector of milk and vinegar, sealer (and four deputy sealers) of 
weights and measures, nine hundred and sixty-eight election officers and 
their deputies. 

1 Fonnerl, t1ie people, 8ubsequently the council, elected the overseers. As 
under both plana men sometimes got in who johbed for their own benefit, the 
preeent scheme wu adopted in 1885. . 

I This board IUpervisea the 8uburban parka, the Common, and the Puhlio 
Garden (together with amaller open spaces), within the city, being nuder the 
charge 01 a luperintendent separately appointed. 
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The above (so far as paid) are paid by salary fixed by the council. 
The following officers, also appointed annually by mayor and aldermen, 
are paid by fees: -

Inspector of lime, three inspectors of petroleum, fifteen inspectors of 
pressed hay, culler of hoops and staves, three fence viewers, ten field 
drivers and pound keepers, three surveyors of marble, nine superintendents 
of hay scales, four measurers of upper leather, fifteen measurers of wood 
and bark, twenty measurers of grain, three weighers of beef, thirty-eight 
weighers of coal, five weighers of boilers and heavy machinery, four 
weighers of ballast and lighters, ninety-two undertakers, one hundred 
and fifty constables. 

In addition to these there is a city clerk, city messenger, and clerk of 
committees elected by concurrent vote of the City Council, a clerk of the 

. common council elected by that body, and many county officers elected 
by the voters of the county of Suffolk, in which Boston stands, and of 
which Boston furnishes nearly the whole population. The county judges, 
however, are not elected, but, like all other judges in Massachusetts, are 
appointed by the Governor and Council to, hold office quam diu Be bene 
gesserint. Exclusive of election officers and fee-paid officers, the mayor 
and aldermen appoin:t 107 persons, of whom 65 are appointed for one 
year, 61 receive salaries, and 41 serve gratuitously. In the present city 
admiIiistration there are forty separate departments and offices, most of 
them with a large number of subordinates and workmen. This" multi
plicity of departments and officials not only involves the city in expenses 
not to be measured merely by the salaries paid to supertluous officials," 1 

but affords a large field for the exercise of party patrona"ae, a patronage 
partially limited, but as regards subordinates only, by the Massachusetts 
Civil Service Act of 1884, which is administered by a Civil Service Com
mission. 

Distinct from the rest of the city government is the School Committee 
of twenty-four members, elected on a general ticket over the whole city, 
and serving for three years, eight retiring annually. 

Also distinct is the Police Department, which, as already observed, has 
by a statute of 1885 been entrusted to a Board of Police, appointed by the 
Governor and Council, of three citizens of Boston, with power to .. appoint, 
establish, and organize" the police, and to license, regulate, and restrain 
the sale of intoxicating liquors.s In case of riot, the mayor can take 
command of the police force. 

This amended scheme, although generally held to be an 
improvement on that which preceded it, has not given entire sat-

1 Report of the Commission of 1884. 
S In the cities and towns of Massachusetts the question of granting li~ences 

for the sale of intoxicants is annnally submitted to popular vote. See note to 
Chapter LXVI. At present in Boston and most cities tbe grant has beeu voted. 
The annual revenue which tbe municipality derives from licences is in Bostou 
over $500,000 (£100,000) per annum. 
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isfaction. It is thought that too much executive power still 
remains with the aldermen, and that they unduly control the 
mayor in appointments. Nor has the control of the police by 
a State Board worked well. The liquor traffic is no better 
regulated, while the irresponsibility to the city of the Police 
Board is found inconvenient. 

The city of St. Louis (population in 1890, 451,770) is governed 
by a charter or scheme of government which, in pursuance of 
a special provision for that purpose in the last Constitution of 
Missouri (1875), was prepared by a board of thirteen free
holders elected by the people of the city and county of St. 
Louis, and was finally adopted and ratified by the people them
selves by a vote at the polls, August 22, 1876.1 

St. Louis is divided into 28 wards and 244 voting precincts. Elections 
are governed by a strict law, which generally prevents frauds, and are 
quiet, all drinking saloons being closed till midnight. 

The mayor is elected by the people for four years, receives $5000 
salary, Is not a member of the city Assembly, with which he commlmi
cates by messages. He has the power of returning any bill passed by the 
Assembly, subject to its power to reconsider and pass by a two-thirds 
vote. He recommends measures to the Assembly, submits reports from 
heads of departments, and has a great variety of minor executive duties. 
He appoints to a number of important offices, but in conjunction with 
the Council. For the sake of protecting him from the pressure of those 
to whom Le owes his election, these appointments are made by him at the 
beginning of the third year of his own term, and for a term of four years. 

The Assembly is composed of two houses. The Council has thirteen 
members, elected for four years by .. general ticket": one-third go out 
of office every second year. The House of Delegates has twenty-eight 
members, one from each ward. Each Assembly man receives $300 a 
year, besides his reasonable expenses incurred in the city service. The 
Assembly has a general legislative power and supervision over all depart
ments, its borrowing and taxing powers being, however, limited. 

The administrative departments are the following, viz.: - Thirteen 
officers elected by the people, viz. comptroller, treasurer, auditor, regis
trar, collector, marshal, Inspector of weights and measures, president of 
board of assessors, coroner, sheriff, recorder of deeds, public administra
tor, president of board of public improvements. 

Twenty Boards or officers are appointed, most of them for four years, 
by the mayor with the approval of the Council, viz. : - Board of public 
improvements, consisting of street commissioner, water do., harbour do., 

11 abridge the following account from a valuable paper by Mr. Marsball S. 
Snow (profe&BOr of history In Washington University. St. Louis), on tbe "City 
Government of 8t. Louis," in J. H. U. Studie., third series. 
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park do., sewer do., asses~or and collector of water rates, commissioner 
of publi~ buildings, commissioner of supplies, commissioner of health, 
inspector of boilers, city counsellor, jury commissioner, recorder of votes, 
city attorney, two police court judges, jailer, superintendent of workhouse, 
chief fire engineer, gas inspector, assessors, and several city contractors 
and minor officers. 

The four police commissioners who, along with the mayor, are charged" 
with the public safety of St. Louis, are appointed by the Governor of 
Missouri, with the view of keeping this department" out" of city politics." I 
In 1886 the police force was 593 men strong, besides 200 private watch
men, paid by their employers, but wearing a uniform and sworn in by 
the police board. 

The city School Board consists of 28 members, one from each ward, 
elected for three years, one-third retiring annually. It is independent of 
the mayor and Assembly, chooses its staff and all teaChers, has charge of 
the large school funds, and levies a school tax, which, however, the city 
collector collects. 

The strong points of this charter are deemed to be "the length of 
term of its municipal officers; the careful provisions for honest registra
tion and the party purity of elections; the checks on financial adminis
tration and limitations of the debt, and the fact that the important offices 
to which the mayor appoints are not vacant till the beginning of his third 
year of office, so that as rewards of political work done during a heated 
campaign they are too far in the distance to prejudice seriously the 
merits of an election;" 1 

On the whole the charter has worked well. The public 
works are efficiently managed, and the city credit stands high. 
N everthelessthe European reader will feel some surprise at 
the number of elective offices and at the limited terms for 
which all important offices are held. He will note that even 
in democratic America the control of the police by city poli
ticians has been deemed too dangerous to be suffered to remain 
in their unclean hands. And he will contrast what may be 

"called the political character of the whole city constitution 
with the somewhat simpler and less ambitious, though also 
less democratic arrangements, which have been found sufficient 
for the management of European cities. 



CHAPTER LI 

nIB WOBJUlJQ 0 .. CITY GOVEBlOlENTS 

Two tests of practical efficiency may be applied. to the gov
ernment of a city: What does it provide for the people, and 
what does it cost the people? Space fails me to apply in de
tail the former of these tests, by showing what each city does 
or omits to do for its inhabitants; so I must be content with 
observing that in the United States generally constant com
plaints are directed against the bad paving and cleansing of 
the streets, the non-enforcement of the laws forbidding gam
bling and illicit drinking, and in some places against the sani
tary arrangements and management of pnblic buildings and 
parka. It would appear that in the greatest cities there is far 
more dissatisfaction than exists with the municipal adminis
tration in snch citiea as Glasgow, Manchester, Dublin, Ham
burg, Lyons. 

The following indictment of the government of Philadelphia 
is IOmewhat exceptional in its severity, and however well 
founded. as to that city, must not be taken to be typical A 
memorial presented to the Pennsylvania legislature in 1883 by 
a number of the leading citizens of the Quaker City contained. 
these words: -

.. The affainI of the city of Philadelphia haft fallen into a most de
plorable eondition. The amOWlta required annually for the payment of 
In~ UpoD the funded deb& and eunent eIpell8e8 render K necessuy to 
lmpoae a rate of tuaUon which ill as hea~ as can be borne. 

"ID &be _time the Bbeeta of the city haft beeu allowed to fall into 
mcll a ...., as to be a rep~ and a disgrace. I'biladelphia is now 
ftItlOgIlized as the lI'ora-paveci and 1I'0J8t..e1eaned city in &be civilized 
world. 

•• The waler APPly is 80 bad tha& during many weeD of the last winter 
It 1I'M Dot only dis&asteful and 1IJl1l'holeeome for drinking, bui offensift 
for balhiDr ~ 

•• The effon to dNa the Bbeeta 1I'M abandoned for months, and DO »--
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tempt was made to that end until some public-spirited citizens, at their 
own expense, cleaned a number of the principal thoroughfares. 

" The system of sewerage and the physical condition of the sewers is 
notoriously bad - so much so as to be dangerous to the health and most 
offensive to the comfort of our people. 

"Public work has been done so badly that structures have had to be re
newed almost as soon as finished. Others have been in part constructed at 
enormous expense, and then permitted to fall to decay without completion. 

" Inefficiency, waste, badly-paved and filthy streets, unwholesome and 
offensive water, and slovenly and costly management, have been the rule 
for years past throughout the city government." 

In .most of the points comprised .in the. above statement, 
Philadelphia was probably at that date - for her government 
has since been reformed - among the least fortunate of Ameri
can cities. He, however, who should interrogate one of the 
"good citizens" of Baltimore, Cincinnati, New Orleans, New 
York, Chicago, San Francisco, would have heard then, and 
would hear now, similar complaints, some relating more to the 
external condition of the city, some to its police administra
tion, but all showing that the objects for which municipal 
government :exists have been very imperfectly attained. 

The other test, that of expense, is easily applied. Both the 
debt and the taxation of American cities have risen with un
precedented rapidity, and now stand at an alarming figure. 

A table of the increase of population, valuation, taxation, 
and debt, in fifteen of the largest cities of the United States, 
from 1860 to 1875' shows the following result: -

Increase in population 
taxable valuation 
debt 

70.5 per cent. 
156.9 
270.9 .. 
363.21 .. .. taxation. 

Looking at some individual cases, we find that the debt rose 
as follows: -

Philadelphia 
Chicago. 
St. Louis 
Pittsburg 

1867, $35,000,000-1877, $64,000,000 
" 4,750,000-" .13,456,000 
" 5,500,000 -" 16,500,000 
" 3,000,000-" 13,000,000 1 

1 Municipal Development 01 Philadelphia, by Messrs. Allinson and Penrose, 
p.275. 

S Article" Cities" (by Mr. S. Stern) in Amer. C:yclop. 0/ Polito Science. 
He observes: "The cost of opening or improving highways and of placing 
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• 
Much of this debt is doubtless represented by permanent 

improvements, yet for another large, and in some cities far 
larger, part there is nothing to show; it is due to simple 
waste or to malversation on the part of the municipal author
ities. 

As respects current expenditure, New York in 1884 spent 
on current city purposes, exclusive of payments on account of 
interest on debt, sinking fund, and maintenance of judiciary, 
the sum of $20,232,786 -equal to $16.76 (£3: 8s.) for each 
inhabitant (census of 1880). In Boston, in the same year, the 
city expenditure was $9,909,019 - equal to $27.30 (£5: 9: 3) 
for each inhabitant (census of 1880). In 1889 the total ordi
nary expenditure of New York was $48,937,694 (being $32.30 
for each inhabitant) ; that of Boston, $16,117,043 (being $35.94 
for each inhabitant).l 

There is no denying that the government of cities is the one 
conspicuous failure of the United States. The deficiencies of 
the National government tell but little for evil on the welfare 
of the people. The faults of the State governments are insig
nificant compared with the extravagance, corruption, and mis
management which mark the administrations of most of the 
great cities. For these evils are not confined to one or two 
cities. The commonest mistake of Europeans who talk about 
America is to assume that the political vices of New York are 
found everywhere. The next most common is to suppose that 
they are found nowhere else. In New York they have re
vealed themselves on the largest scale. They are " gross as 
a mountain, open, palpable." But there is not a city with a 
population exceeding 200,000 where the poison germs have not 
sprung into a vigorous life; and in some of the smaller ones, 
down to 70,000, it needs no microscope to note the results 
of their growth. Even in cities of the third rank similar 
phenomena may occasionally be discerned, though there, as 

Bewers In etreeta II of course not Included In this vast aggregate of moueys 
aunually levied and debt rolled up, because the cost of those improvemeuts is 
levied directly upou the laud by way of assessments, and tbey never :figure as 
part of the ordinary expeuditure of tbe city." 

Iu New York the total net funded debt was in Dec. 1891. 897.857,230. 
1 Theee totala of 1890 (census retums) Include aU the ordinary expendi

ttire8, but not luml paid for Inveatment aecuritiea or redemptiou of municipal 
debt. 
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some one has said, the jet black of New York or San Fran
cisco dies away into a harmless gray. 

For evils which appear wherever a large population is densely 
aggregated, there must be some general and widespread causes. 
What are these causes? Adequately to explain them would 
be to anticipate the account of the party system to be given 
in the latter part of this volume, for it is that party system 
which has, not perhaps created, but certainly enormously 
aggravated them, and impressed on them their specific type.1 

I must therefore restrict myself for the present to a brief 
enumeration of the chief sources of the malady, and the chief 
remedies that have been suggested for or applied to it. No 
political subject has been so copiously discussed of late years 
in America by able and experienced publicists, nor can I do 
better than present the salient facts in the words which some of 
these men, speaking in a responsible position, have employed. 

The New York commissioners of 1816 appointed "to devise 
a plan for the government of cities in the State of Nl:lwYork," 
sum up the mischief as follows: 2_ 

"1. The accumulation of permanent municipal debt: In New York it 
was, in 1840; $10,000,000; in 1850, $12,000,000; in 1860, $18,000,000; in 
1870, $73,000,000; in 1876, $113,000,000.8 

1 See Part Ill., and especially Chapters LXIl. and LXm. See also the 
chapters in Vol. II. on the Tammany Ring in New York City, and the Gas Ring in 
Philadelphia. The full account given in those chapters of the phenomena of 
municipal misgovernment in the two largest cities in the United States seems 
to dispense me from the duty of here describing those phenomena in general. 

2 The commission, of which Mr. W. M. Evarts (afterwards senator from 
Sew York) was chairman, included some of the ablest men in the State, and 
its report, presented 6th March 1877, may be said to have become classical. 
Most of it is &IJ applicable now to great cities as it was in 1876. 

8 The New York commissioners say: co The magnitude and rapid increase of 
this debt are not less remarkable than the poverty of the results exhibited as 
the return for so prodigious an expenditure. It was abundantly sufficient for 
the construction of all the public works of a great metropolis for a century to 
come, and to have adorned it besides with the splendours of architecture and 
art. lnstead of this, the wharves and piers are for the most part temporary 
and perishable structures; the streets are poorly paved; the sewers in great 
measure inlperfect, insufficient, and in bad order; the public buildings shabby 
and inadequate; and there is little which the citizen can regard with satisfac
tion, save the aqueduct and its appurtenances and the public park. Even these 
should not be said to be the product of the public debt; for the expense occa
sioned by them is, or should have been, for the most part already extinguished. 
In truth, the larger part of the city debt represents a vast aggregate of moneys 
wasted, embezzled, or misapplied." 
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.. 2. The excesaift increase of the annual expenditure for ordinary 
pmposee: In 1818 the amount ~ by taxation was less than I per 
cent on the blxable property; in 1850, 1.13 per cent; in 1860, 1.69 per 
cent; in 1870, 1.17 per cent; in 1878, 2.67 per cent. . •• The increase 
in the annual expenditure since 1850, as compared with the increase of 
popolation, is more thaD 400 per cen" and as compared with the increase 
of &uable property, more than 200 per cent." 

They suggest the following as the causes: -
L Incompetent and unfaithful governing boards and officers . 

.. A Jarge nnmber of Important offices have come to be filled by men 
pola ing little, if any, fitness for the important duties they are called 
npon to diBcharge. • •• These nnworthy holders of public trusts gain 
their places by their own exertiOD& The voluntary su1frage of their 
fellow~iWrena would never have lifted them into office. Animated by 
the expectation of uniBwful emolnments, they expend large sums to 
~ their places, and make promises beforehand to supporters and 
retaine18 to furnish patronage or place. The corrupt promises must be 
redeemed. ADticipa&ed gains mnst be realized. Hence old and educated 
mbordinatea must be dismissed and new places created to satisfy the 
crowd of friends and retainers. Profitable contracts must be awarded, 
and needlesa pnblic works nndertaken. The amounts required to satisfy 
these illegitimate objects enter into the estimates on which &uation is 
eventually baaed, in fact they constitute in many instances a superior 
lien upon the moneya appropriated for government, and not until they 
are in aome manner satisfied do the real wants of the public receive atten
tion. 1& is speedily found that these uniBwful demauds, together with 
the necessities of the public, call for a snm which, if taken at once by 
taxation, would produce dissatisfaction and alarm in the community, 
and bring public indignation upon the anthors of such burdens. For the 
purpose of averting mch consequences dive18 pretences are put forward 
mggeat.ing the propriety of raising means for alleged exceptional purposes 
by loana of money, and in the end \he taxes are reduced to a figure not 
calculated to &rouae the public to action, and any failure thus to raise a 
.ullicient snm is mpplied by an issue of bonck • • • -Yet t.biB picture 
fails altogether to convey an adequate notion of the elaborate systems of 
depredation which, under \he name of city governments, have from time 
to time afBicted our principal cities; and it is moreover a just indication 
of tendencies in operation in all our cities, and which are certain, unless 
arrested, to ga\her increaeed force. It would clearly be wi1.hin bounds 
to say that more thaD one-half of all the present city debts are the direct 
newts of the apeciea of intentioual and corrupt miBrnle above d&
-=ribed." 

2. The introduction of State and national politics into 
municipal affairs. 
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.. "The formation of general political part.ies npon difierences as to 
general principles or methods of State policy is useful, or at all events 
mevitable. But it is rare indeed that any such questions, or indeed any 
upon which good men ought to difier, arise in connection with the con
duct of municipal affairs. Good men cannot and do not difier as to 
whether municipal debt ought to be restricted, extravagance checked, 
and municipal affairs lodged in the hands of competent and faithful 
officers. There is no more reason why the control of the public works 
of a great city should be lodged in the hands of a Democrat or a Repub
lican than there is why an adherent of one or the other of the great 
parties should be made the superintendent of a business corporation. 
Good citizens interested in honest municipal government can secure that 
object only by acting together. Political divisions separate them at the 
start, and render it impossible to secure the object desired equally by 
both. . .. This obstacle to the union of good citizens paralyzes all 
ordinary efforts for good municipal government. . .. The great prizes 
in the shape of place and power which are offered on the broad fields of 
national and State politics offer the strongest incentives to ambition. 
Personal advancement is in these fields naturally associated with the 
achievement of great public objects, and neither end can be secured 
except through the success of a political party to which they are at
tached. The strife thus engendered develops into a general battle in 
which each side feels that it cannot allow any odds to the other. If one 
seeks to turn to its advanta"ae the patronage of municipal office, the other 
must carry the contest into the same sphere. It is certain that the temp
tation will bEi withstood by neither. It then becomes the direct interest 
of the foremost men of the nation to constantly keep their forces in 
hostile array, and these must be led by, among other ways, the pat
ronage to be secured by the control of local affairs ..... Next to this 
small number of leading men there is a large class who, though not dis
honest or devoid of public spirit, are led. by habit and temperament to 
take a wholly partisan view of city affairs. Their enjoyment of party 
struggles, their devotion to those who share with them the triumphs a'ld 
defeats of the political game, are so intense that they gradually lose 
sight of the object for which parties exist or ought to exist, and consider
able proportions of them in their devotion to politics suffer themselves to 
be driven from the walks of regular industry, and at last become depend
ent for their livelihood on the patronage in the hands of their chiefs. 
Mingled with them is nearly as large a number to whom politics is sim
ply a mode of making a livelihood or a fortune, and who take part in 
political contests without enthusiasm, and often without the pretence of 
an interest in the public welfare, and devote themselves openly to the 
organization of the vicious elements of society in combinations strong 
enough to hold the balance in a closely-contested election, overcome the 
political leaders, and secure a fair share of the municipal patronage, or 
else extort immunity from the officers of the law ... , The rest.of the 
community, embracing the large majority of the more thrifty classes, 
averse to engaging in what they deem the • low business' of politics, or 
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hopeless of accomplishing any substantial gopd in the face of su 
erful opposing interests, for the most part content themselves with 
ing in accordance with their respective parties. . .. It is through the 
agency of the great political parties, organized and operating. as above 
described, that our municipal officers are and have long been selected. 
It can scarce.)y be matter of wonder then that the present condition of 
municipal affairs should present an aspect so desperate." 

3. The 88sumption by the State legislature of the direct 
control of local affairs . 

.. This legislative intervention has necessarily involved a disregard of 
one of the most fundamental principles of republican government (the 
self·government of municipalites). . .• The representatives elected 
to the central (State) legislature have not the requisite time to direct the 
local alfah'S of the municipalities. . .• They have not the requisite 
knowledge of details. • .. When a. local bill is under consideration 
in the legislature, its care and explanation are left exclusively to the 
representatives of the locality to which it is applicable; and sometimes 
by express, more often by 8. tacit understanding, local bills are 'Iog
rolled' through the houses. Thus legislative duty is delegated to the 
local representstives, who, acting frequently in combination with the 
sinister elements of their constituency, shift the responsibility for wrong. 
doing from themselves to the legislature. But what is even more impor
tant, the general representatives have not that sense of personal interest 
and personal responsibility to their constituents which are indispensable 
to the intelligent administration of local alfairs. And yet the judgment 
of the local governing bodies in various parts of the State, and the wishes 
of their constituents, are liable to be overruled by the votes of legisla
tors living at 8. distance of 8. hundred miles. . .. To appreciate the 
extent of the mischief done by the occupation of the central legislative 
body with the consideration of 8. multitude of special measures relating to 
local affairs,80me good, probably the larger part bad, one has only to 
take up the session laW8 of any year at random and notice the suhjects 
to whic.h they relate. Of the 808 acts passed in 1870, for instance, 212 
are acts relating to cities and villages, 94 of which relate to cities, and 36 
to the city of New York alone. A still larger number have reference to 
the city of Brooklyn. These 212 acts occupy more than three-fourths of 
the 2000 pages of the laws of that year. . .• The multiplicity of laws 
relating to the same subjects thus brought into existence is itself an evil 
of great magnitude. What the law is concerning some of the most im
portant interests of our principal cities can be ascertained only by the 
exercise of the patient research of professional lawyers. In many in
stances even professional skill is baftled. Says Chief-Justice Church: 
• It is scarcely safe for anyone to speak confidently on the exact con
dition of the law in respect to public improvements in the cities of New 
York and BrookJYIL The enactments referring thereto have been modi
fied, superseded, and repealed so often and to such an extent that it is 

W~I =~ 
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difficult to ascertain just wha.t sta.tutes are in force at any particular time. 
The uncertainties arising from such multiplied and conflicting legislation 
lead to incessant litigation with its expensive burdens, public a.nd private.' 
• •. But this is not all nor the worst. It may be true that the first 
attempts to secure legislative intervention in the local affairs of our prin
cipal cities were made by good citizens in the supposed interest of reform 
and good government, and to counteract the schemes of corrupt officials. 
The notion that legislative control was the proper remed¥ was a serious 
mistake. The corrupt cliques and rings thus sought to be bafiled were 
~uick to perceive that in the business of procuring special laws concern
ing local affairs they could easily outmatch the fitful and clumsy labours 
of disinterested citizens. The transfer of the control of the municipal 
resources from the localities to the (State) capitol had no other effect than 
to cause a like transfer of the methods and arts of corruption, and to 
make the fortwles of our principal cities the traffic of the lobbies. Munici
pal corruption, previously confined within territorial limits, thenceforth 
escaped all bounds and spread to every quarter of the State. Cities were 
compelled by legislation to buy lands fo~ .parks and places because the 
owners wished to sell them; compelled to grade, pave, and sewer streets 
without inhabitants, and for no other purpose than to award corrupt con
tracts for the work. Cities were compelled to purchase, at the public 
expense, and at extravagant prices, the property necessary for streets 
and avenues, useless for any other purpose than to make a market for the 
adjoining property thus improved. Laws were enacted abolishing one 
office and creating another with the sanle duties in order to transfer official 
emoluments from one man to another, and laws to change the functions 
of officers with a view only to a new distribution of patronage, and t() 
lengthen the terms of offices for no other purpose than to retain in place 
officers who conld not otherwise be elected or appointed." 

This last-mentioned cause of evil is no doubt a departure 
from the principle of local popular control and responsibility 
on which State governments and rural local governments have 
been based. It is a dereliction which has brought its punish
ment with it. But the resulting mischiefs have been immensely 
aggravated by the vices of the legislatures in a few of the 
States, such as New York and Pennsylvania. As regards 
the two former causes, they are largely due to what is called 
the Spoils system, whereby office becomes the reward of party 
service, and the whole machinery of party government made to 
serve, as its main object, the getting and keeping of places. 
Now the Spoils system, with the party machinery which it 
keeps oiled and greased and always working at high pressure, 
is far more potent and rernicious in great cities than in coun
try districts. For in great cities we find an ignorant multi-
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tude, largely composed of recent immigrants, untrained in self
government; we find a great proportion of the voters paying 
no direct taxes, and therefore feeling no interest in moderate 
taxation and economical administration; we find able citizens 
absorbed in their private bnsinesses, cultivated citizens un
nsuaJly sensitive to the vulgarities of practical politics, and 
both sets therefore specially unwilling to sacrifice their time 
and tastes and comfort in the struggle with sordid wire-pull
ers and noisy demagogues. In great cities the forces that 
attack and pervert democratic government are exceptionally 
numerous, the defensive forces that protect it exceptionally 
ill-placed for resistance. Satan has turned his heaviest bat
teries on the weakest part of the ramparts. 

Besides these three causes on which the commissioners dwell, 
and the effects of which are felt in the great cities of other 
States as well as of New York, though perhaps to a less 
degree, there are what may be called mechanical defects in the 
structure of municipal governments, whose nature may be 
gathered from the account given in last chapter. There is a 
want of methods for fixing public responsibility on the govern
ing persons and bodies. H the mayor jobs his patronage he 
can throw large part of the blame on the aldermen or other 
confirming council, alleging that he would have selected better 
men could he have hoped that the aldermen would approve his 
selection. If he has failed to keep the departments up to their 
work, he may argue that the city legislature hampered him and 
would not pass the requisite ordinances. Each honse of a two
chambered legislature can excuse itself by pointing to the 
action of the other, or of its own committees, and among the 
numerous members of the chambers-or even of one cham
ber if there be but one-responsibility is so divided as to 
cease to come forcibly home to anyone. The various boards 
and officials have generally had little intercommunication; 1 

and the fact that some were directly elected by the people 
made these feel themselves independent both of the mayor and 
the city legislature. The mere multiplication of elective posts 

I III Philadelphia IIOme one .... o~ that there were foor distinct and 
Ind"pendt'n\ aathoritie& with power \0 ..,... np the 8t~ts, and tbat there was 
DO anthorit7 .poD wbolD the dnt7 was 8pI!Ci1icall7 laid \0 pDt them In repair 
agaia. 
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distracts the attention of the people, and deprives the voting 
at the polls of its efficiency as a means of reproof or commenda.
tion.1 

To trace municipal misgovernment to its sources was com
paratively easy. To show how these sources might be dried 
up was more difficult, though as to some obvious remedies all 
reformers were agreed. What seemed all but impracticable 
was to induce the men who had produced these evils, who used 
them and profited by them, who were so accustomed to them 
that even the honester sort did not feel their turpitude, to 
consent to the measures needed for extinguishing their own 
abused power and illicit gains. It was from the gangs of city 
politiciaus and their allies in the State legislatures that reforms 
had to be sought, and the enactment of their own abolition 
obtained. In vain 'iould the net be spread in the sight of 
such birds. 

The remedies proposed by the New York commission were 
the following:-

(a) A restriction of the power of the State legislature to 
interfere by special legislation with municipal governments or 
the conduct of municipal affairs.1 

(b) The holding of municipal elections at a different period 
of the year from State and National elections. This has been 
again taken up and pressed within the last year or two (1892) 
and seems to have a chance of being carried. 

(c) The vesting of the legislative powers of municipalities 
in two bodies :-A board of aldermen, elected by the ordinary 
(manhood) suffrage, to be the common council of each city. A 
board of finance of from six to fifteen members, elected by 
voters who had for two years paid an annual tax on property 
assessed at not less than $500 (£100), or a rent (for premises 

1 Mr. Seth Low remarks: -" Greatly to multiply important elective officers 
is not to increase popular control, but to lessen it. The expression of the 
popular will at the ballot-box is like a great blow struck by an engine of 
enormous force. It can deliver a blow competent to overthroW sny officer, 
however powerful. But, as in mechanics, great power has to be snbdivided in 
order to do fine work, so in giving expression to the popular will the necessity 
of choosing amid a multitude of unimportant officers involves inevitably a loss 
of power to the people." - .Addres3 on Municipal Government, February 1885. 

S The constitutions of many States now prescribe that cities shall be incor
porated by general laws. This prohibition of special legislation bas generally 
worked well, though it is sometimes evaded. See pp. 537 and 553, ante. 
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occupied) of not less than $250.1 This board of finance was to 
have a practically exclusive control of the taxation and expen
diture of each city, and of the exercise of its borrowing powers, 
and was in some matters to act only by a two-thirds majority. 

Cd) Limitations on the borrowing powers of the municipal
ity, the concurrence of the mayor and two-thirds of the State 
legislature, as well as of two-thirds of the board. of finance 
being required for any loan except in anticipation of current 
revenue. 

(e) An extension of the general control and appointing 
power of the mayor, the mayor being himself subject to 
removal for cause by the governor of the State. 

To introduce all of these reforms it became necessary to 
amend the constitution of the State of New York; and the 
commission drafted a series of amendments accordingly. 
These went before the State legislature. But the birds saw 
the net, and naturally omitted to submit the amendments to 
the people. The report, in fact, fell to the ground. But in 
the recent legislative charters of several cities, and notably of 
Brooklyn (as to which see next chapter), some of the commis
sioners' suggestions have been adopted, and with excellent 
results. The most novel of them, however, and the one which 
excited most hostile criticism, that of creating a council elected 
by voters having a tax-paying (or rent-paying) qualification, 
has never been tried in any great city. It is deemed undemo
cratic; practical men say there is no use submitting it to a 
popular vote.' Nevertheless, there are still some who advocate 

1 TWa wall to apply to cities with a population exceeding 100,000. In smaller 
citiea the rent wall to be 1100 at least, and no minimum for the assessed value 
of the taxed property was to be fixed • 

• Though, as the commiasion pointed out (Report, p. 33), the principle that 
no one should vote upon any propoaitlon to raise a tax or appropriate its pro
ceeds uul818 himself liable to be &8I618ed for such tax, was one geuerally 
applied in the village charters of the State of Ne .. York, aud even in the 
charters of 80me of the amaller cities. The report repels the charge that this 
proposal Ie incousisteut with the general recognition of the value of universal 
.uffrage by eaylng, .. No surer method could be devised to bring tbe principle 
of universal suffrage Into dieeredit and prepare the way for its overthrow than 
to pervert it to a WI8 for whicb It .. as never intended, and subject it to a ser
vice .. hlch It i.incapable of performiur. • •• To expect frugality and economy 
In fioancial concerns from its operatiou In great cities, wbere perbaps balf of 
tbe Inhabitants feel no Interest in tbese objects, Ie to .object the principle to a 
strain which It cannot bear. All tbe friends of the ayatem should unite in rea
cuing It from .neb perIla."-Page 40. 
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it, appealing to the example of Australia, where it is said to 
have worked well. 

Among the other reforms in city government which I find 
canvassed in America are the following:-

(a) Civil service reform, i.e. the establishment of examina
tions as a test for admission to posts under the city, and the 
bestowal of these posts for a f!xed term of years, or generally 
during good behaviour, instead of leaving the civil servant at 
the mercy of a partisan chief, who may displace him to make 
room for a party adherent or personal friend. 

(b) The lengthening of the terms of service of the mayor 
and the heads of departments, so as to give them a more 
assured position and diminish the frequency of elections.
This has been done to some extent in recent charters - witness 
St. Louis (see last preceding chapter) and Philadelphia. 

(c) The vesting of almost autocratic executive power in the 
mayor and restriction of the city legislature to purely legisla
tive work and the voting of supplies. - This also finds place 
in recent charters, notably in that of Brooklyn, and has worked, 
on the whole, well. It is, of course, a remedy of the" cure or 
kill" order. _ If the people are thoroughly roused to choose an 
able and honest man, the more power he has the better j it is 
safer in his hands than in those of city councils. If the voters 
are a~athetic and let a bad man slip in, all may be lost till the 
next election. I do not say "all is lost," for there have been 
remarkable instances of men who have been sobered and ele
vated by power and responsibility. The Greek proverb "office 
will show the man" was generally taken in an unfavourable 
sense. The proverb of the steadier headed Germans, "office 
gives understanding" (Amt gibt Verstand), represl'nts a more 
hopeful view of human nature, and one not seldom justified in 
American experience. 

(d) The election of a city legislature, or one branch of it, or 
of a school committee, on a general ticket instead of by wards. 
- When aldermen or·councilmen are chosen by the voters of a 
small local area, it is assumed, in the United States, that they 
must be residents within it j thus the field of choice among 
good citizens generally is limited. It follows also that their 
first duty is deemed to be to get the most they can for their 
own ward; they care little for the general interests of the city, 
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and carryon a game of barter in contracts and public improve
ments with the representatives of other wards. Hence the 
general ticket system is preferable. 

(e) The limitation of taxing powers and borrowing powers 
by reference to the assessed value of the taxable property 
within the city.-Restrictions of this nature have been largely 
applied to cities as well as to counties and other local author
ities. The results have been usually good, yet not uniformly 
80, for evasions may be practised. The New York commis
sion say: II The apparent prohibition, both as to taxation and 
the percentage of debt, could be readily evaded by raising the 
assessment. Such restrictions do not attempt to prevent the 
wastefulness or embezzlement of the public funds otherwise 
than by limiting the amount of the funds subject to depreda
tion. The effect of such measures would simply be to leave 
the public necessities without adequate provision." 1 And 
Messrs. Allinson and Penrose observe-

.. By the Colllltitution of 1874 it is provided that the debt of a county, 
sty, borough, township, or school district shall never exceed 7 per cent 
on the II88eIII!ed value of the taxable property therein. This provision was 
Intended to prevent the encumbering of the property of any citizen for 
public PIlrpoee8 to a greater extent than 7 per cent. In its workings it 
baa been an absolute failure. In everY city of the State, except Philadel
phia, the city Is part of the county government. The county has power 
to borrow to the extent of 7 per cent: so has the city: so has the general 
achool district: so has the ward 8Chool district-making 28 per cent in 
tJJ, which can be lawfully impoeed, and has been authorized by the Act 
of 187.. But there is still another cause of failure to which Philadelphia 
is more peculiarly liable. In order to evade the provision of the Consti. 
tution limiting the power to contract debts to 7 per cent, the asaeBBed value 
of property In nearly everY city of the State was Jargely increased-in 
lOme instances, Incredible as it may seem, to the extent of 1000 per cent. 
It is therefore clear that no sufficient protection against an undue increase 
of municipal debt can be found in constitutional and legislative provisions 
of this kind." - Philadelphia, a HistorY of Municipal Development (1887). 
p. 276. 

Nevertheless, such restrictions are now often found embodied 
in State constitutions, and have usually, so far as I could ascer
tain, diminished the evil they are aimed at. t 

I Another disadvantage Ie that luch reatriction may IIOmetimee compel a 
public improvement to be UecDted piecemeal which could be executed more 
cheaply It dODe all at ODce. See Chapter XLIII. 

t ~ note In Appendix at the end of this volume. 
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I must not attempt to discuss the interesting question of the 
results of entrusting to city governments the supply of water, 
gas, and electricity, perhaps also street railways, because Amer. 
ican cities are accumula,ting such a mass of experience on the 
subject that -it could not be dealt with save at considerable 
length, while the wise still differ as to the general conclusions 
to be formed. l The objections to placing this function in the 
hands of such men as rule most municipalities are obvious. 
One group of these objections will be found illustrated in a 
later chapter, describing the Gas Ring in Philadelphia. There 
are, however, some reformers sanguine enough to believe that 
when city councils obtain functions whose exercise has a strong 
and obvious interest for the citizens, the latter are roused to a 
more active and watchful cohtrol, and may be counted on to 
eject corrupt politicians from power. Nor must we forget 
that the plan of leaving the function to private corporate com
panies is open to evils scarcely less patent than those which 
flow from dishonest management, because these companies 
when they prosper and grow large bring their wealth to bear 
upon the municipal authorities, and have even been known to 
scatter bribes widely among the voters for the sake of retain
ing or extending their monopoly. It is not the least among 
the many mischiefs entailed by the pollution of city govern
ments that citizens who resent the high prices charged and 
poor supply given by private companies often prefer to bear 
these hardships and to wink at the impure methods which 
some companies employ rather than face the risk of throwing 
to the Rings that control the larger municipalities the addi
tional mass of patronage and additional material for jobbery 
which the business of water and gas supply carries with it. 

The question of city government is that which chiefly occu
pies practical publicists, because it is admittedly the weakest 
point of the country. That adaptability of the institutions to 
the people and their conditions, which judicious strangers have 
been wont to admire in the United States, and that consequent 
satisfaction of the people· with their institutions, which con
trasts so agreeably with the discontent of European nations, 
is wholly absent as regards municipal administration. Wher-

1 Of about 160 cities with a population exceeding 20,000, water snpply is in 
59 left to private corporations, and in 101 belongs to the municipality. • 
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ever there is a large city there are loud complaints, and Ameri
cans who deem themselves in other respects a model for the 
Old World are in this respect anxious to study Old WorId 
models, those particularly which the cities of Great Britain 
present. The best proof of dissatisfaction is to be found in the 
frequent changes of system and method. What Dante said of 
his own city may be said of the cities of America: they are like 
the sick man who finds no rest upon his bed, but seeks to ease 
his pain by turning from side to side. Every now and then 
the patient finds some relief in a drastic remedy, such as the 
enactment of a new charter and the expulsion at an election of 
a gang of knaves. Presently, however, the weak points of the 
charter are discovered, the State legislature again begins to 
interfere by special acts; civic zeal grows cold and allows bad 
men to creep back into the chief posts; Federal issues are 
allowed to supersede at municipal elections that which ought 
to be always deemed the real issue, the character and capacity 
of the candidates for office. All this is discouraging. Yet no 
one who studies the municipal history of the last decades will 
doubt that things are better than they were twenty-five years 
ago. The newer frames of government are an improvement 
upon the older. Rogues are less audacious. Good citizens are 
more active. Party spirit is still permitted to dominate and 
pervert municiJ>al politics, yet the mischief it does is more 
clearly discerned and the number of those who resist it daily 
increases. In the increase of that number and the growth of 
a stronger sense of civic duty rather than in any changes of 
mechanism, lies the ultimate hope for the reform of city gov-
ernments. -



CHAPTER LII 

AN AMERICAN VIEW OF MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT IN THE 

UNITED STATES 1 

By the Hon. SBTH Low, President of Columbia College, New York, and 
formerly Mayor of C the City of Brooklyn 

A CITY in the United States is quite a different thing from 
a city iu its technical sense, as the word is used in England. 
In England a city is usually taken to be a place which is or 
has been the seat. of a bishop. B The head of a city govern
ment in England is a mayor, but many boroughs which are not 
cities are also governed by a mayor. In the United States a 
city is a place 'which has received ~ charter as a city from the 
legislature of its State. In America there is nothing whatever 
corresponding to the English borough. Whenever in the 
United States one enters a place that is presided over by a 
mayor, he may generally understand that he is in a city; save 
that here and there incorporated Villages have mayors. 

Any European student of politics who wishes to understand 
the problem of government in the United States, whether of 
city' government or any other form of it, must first of all 
transfer himself, if he can, to a point of view precisely the 
opposite of that which is natural to him. This is scarcely, if 
at all, less true of the English than of the continental student. 
In England as upon the continent, from time immemorial, 
government has descended from the top down. Until recently, 
society in Europe has accepted the idea, almost without pro
test, that there must be governing classes, and that the great 

1 This chapter is copyright, by Seth Low, 1888. 
I In Scotland, where there have been, since the Revolution, no bishops, 

Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen, and now (1889) Dundee are described as cities. 
In England Westminster is called a city. It had, however, for a short time, a 
bishop. 
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majority of mE'n must be governed. The French Revolution 
doubtless modified this idea everywhere, and especially in 
France, but even in France public sentiment on this point is a 
resultant of a conflict of views. In the United States, how
ever, that idea does not obtain at all, and, what is of scarcely 
less importance, it never has obtained. No distinction is 
recognized of governing and governed classes, and the problem 
of government is, in effect, an effort on the part of society as 
a whole to learn and apply to itself the art of government. 
Bearing this in mind, it becomes apparent that the immense 
tide of immigration into the United States is a continually 
disturbing factor. The immigrants come from many countries, 
a very large proportion of them being of the classes which, in 
their old homes, from time out of mind, have been governed. 
Arriving in America, they shortly become citizens in a society 
which undertakes to govern itself. However well-disposed 
they may be as a rule, they have not had experience in self
government, nor do they always share the ideas which have 
expressed themselves in the Constitution of the United States. 
This foreign element settles largely in the cities of the coun
try. It is estimated that the population of New York City 
contains eighty per cent of people who either are foreign-born, 
or who are the children of foreign-born parents. Consequently, 
in a city like New York, the problem of learning and applying 
the art of government is handed over to a population that 
begins in point of experience very low down. In many of 
the cities of the United States, indeed in almost all of them, 
the ·population not only is thus largely untrained in the art of 
self.government, but it is not even homogeneous. So that an 
American city is confronted not only with the necessity of in
strncting large and rapidly-growing bodies of people in the art 
of government, but it is compelled at the same time to assimi
late strangely different component parts into an American 
community. It will be apparent to the student that either 
one of these functions by itself would be difficult enough. 
When both are found side by side the problem is increasingly 
difficult as to each. Together they represent a problem such 
as confronts no city in the United Kingdom, or in Europe. 

The American city has had problems to deal with also of a 
material character, quite different from those which have con-
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fronted the cities of the Old World. With the exception of 
Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, New Orleans, and New YOIik, 
there is no American city of great consequence whose roots go 
back into the distant past even of America. American cities 
as a rule have grown with a rapidity to which the Old World 
presents few parallels. London, in the extent of its growth, 
but not in the proportions of it, Berlin since 1870, and Rome 
in the last few years, are perhaps the only places in Europe 
which have been compelled to deal with this element of rapid 
growth iu anything like a corresponding degree. All of these 
cities, London, Berlin, and Rome, are the seats of.the national 
government, and receive from that source more or less help and 
guidance in their development. In all ·of them an immense 
nucleus of wealth existed before this great and rapid growth 
began. The problem in America has been to make a great 
city in a few years out of nothing. There has been no nucleus 
of wealth upon which to found the structure which every suc
ceeding year has enlarged. Recourse has been had of neces
sity, under these conditions, to the freest use of the public 
credit. The city 0:£ Brooklyn and the city of Chicago, each 
with a population now (1892) of about a million of people, 1 

are but little more than fifty years old. In that period every
thing has been created out of the fields. The houses in which 
the people live, the water-works, the paved streets, the sewers, 
everything which makes up the permanent plant of a city, all 
have been produced while the city has been growing from year 
to year at a fabulous rate. Besides these things are to be 
reckoned the public schools, the public parks, and in the case 
of Brooklyn, the great bridge connecting it with New York, 
two-thirds of the cost of which is borne by Brooklyn. Looked 
at in this light the marvel would seem to be, not so much that 
the American cities are justly criticizable for many defects, but 
rather that results so great have been achieved in so short a 
time. The necessity of doing so much so quickly, has worked 
to the disadvantage of the American city in two ways. First, 
it has compelled very lavish expenditure under great pressure 
for quick results. This is precisely the condition under which 
the best trained business men make their greatest mistakes, 
and are in danger of running into extravagance and wasteful-

1 Chicago has more than 1,000,000, and Brooklyn over 900,000. 
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ness. No candid American will deny that American cities 
have suffered largely in this way, not alone from extravagance 
and wastefulness, but also from dishonesty j but in estimating 
the extent of the reproach, it is proper to take into considera,. 
tion these general conditions under which the cities have been 
compelled to work. The second disadvantage which American 
cities have laboured under from this state of things has been 
their inability to provide adequately for their current needs, 
while discounting the future so freely in order to provide their 
permanent plant. When the great American cities have paid 
for the permanent plant which they have been accumulating 
during the last half century, so that the duty which lies before 
them is chiefly that of caring adequately for the current life of 
their population, a vast improvement in all these particulars 
may reasonably be expected. In other words, time is a neces
sary element in making a great city, as it is in every other 
great and enduring work. American cities are judged by their 
size rather than by the time which has entered into their 
growth. It cannot be denied that larger results could have 
been produced with the money expended if it always had 
been used with complete honesty and good judgment. But to 
make an intelligent criticism upon the American city, in its 
failures upon the material side, these elements of difficulty 
must be taken into consideration. 

Another particular in which the American city may. be 
thought to have come short of what might have been hoped 
for, may be described in general terms as a lack of foresight. 
It would have been comparatively easy to have preserved in 
all of them small open parks, and generally to have made them 
more beautiful, if there had been a greater appreciation of the 
need for these things and of the growth the cities were to 
attain to. The western cities probably have erred in this 
regard less than those upon the Atlantic coast. But while it 
is greatly to be regretted that this large foresight has not 
been displayed, it is after all only repeating in America what 
has taken place in Eurolle. The improvement of cities seems 
everywhere to be made by tearing down and replacing at great 
cost, rather than by a far-4lighted provision for the demands 
and opportunities of the future. These unfortunate results 
in America have flowed largely from two causes: first, from 
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inability on the part of the cities to appreciate in advance the 
phenomenal growth that has come upon them; and second, 
from the frequent tendency of population to grow in precisely 
the direction where it was not expected to. A singular illus
tration of this last factor is to be found in the city of Wash
ington. The Capitol was made to face towards the east, under 
the impression that population would settle in that direction. 
As matter of fact the city has grown towards the west, so that 
the Capitol stands with its back to the city and faces a district 
that is scarcely built upon at all. 

Probably no detail strikes the eye of the foreigner more un
favourably in connection with the average American city than 
the poor paving of the streets and their lack of cleanliness. 
The comparison with cities of Europe in these respects is 
immensely to the disad,vantage of the American city. But, in 
this connection, it is not unfair to call attention to the fact 
that the era of good paving and clean streets in Europe is 
scarcely more than thirty years old. Poor as is the condition 
of the streets in most American cities now, it would be risking 
very little to say that it would average much higher than ten 
years ago. There are several contributing causes which are 
reflected in this situation that represent difficulties from which 
most European cities are free. In the first place, frost strikes 
much deeper in America, and is more trying to the pavements 
in every way. In the next place, the streets are more o~en 
disturbed in connection with gas pipes, steam pipes, and 
telegraph service, than in European cities. But, apart from 
these incidental difficulties, the fundamental trouble in con
nection with the streets of American cities is .the lack of 
sufficient appropriations to put them in first-class condition 
and to keep them so, both as to paving and as to cleaning. 
The reason for this has been pointed out. 

All the troubles, however, which have marked the develop
ment of cities in the United States are not due to these causes. 
Cities in the United States, as forms of government, are of 
comparatively recent origin. The city of Boston, for example, 
in the State of Massachusetts, although the settlement was 
founded more than two hundred and fifty years ago, received 
its charter as a city so recently as 1822. The city of Brooklyn 
received its charter from the State of New York in 1835. In 
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other words, the transition from village and town government 
into government by cities, has simply followed the transition 
of small places into large communities. This suggests another 
distinction between the cities of the United States and those 
of Great Britain. The great cities of England and of Europe, 
with few exceptions, have their roots in the distant past. 
Many lof their privileges and chartered rights were wrested 
from the Crown in feudal times. &>ne of these privileges 
have been retained, and contribute to the income, the pride, 
and the influence of the municipality. The charter of an 
American city represents no element of prestige or inspiration. 
It is only the legal instrument which gives the community au
thority to act as a corporation, and which defines the duties of 
its officers. The motive for passing from town government to 
city government in general has been the same everywhere
to acquire a certain readiness .of action, and to make more 
available the credit of the community in order to provide ade
quately for its own growth. The town meeting, in which 
every citizen takes part, serves its purpose admirably in com
munities up to a oertain size, or for the conducting of public 
work on not too large a seale. But the necessity for efficiency 
in providing for the needs of growth has compelled rapidly
growing communities, in all the States, to seek the powers 
of a corporation as administered through a city government. 
Growing thus out of the town, it happened very naturally that 
the first conception of the city on the part of Americans was 
that which had applied to the town and the village as local subdi
visions of the commonwealth. Charters were framed as though 
cities were little states. Americans are only now learning, 
after many years of bitter experience, that they are not 80 

much little states as large corporations. Many of the mistakes 
which have marked the progress of .An.erican dties up to this 
point have sprung from that defective conception. The aim 
deliberately was, to make a city government where no officer 
by himself shou1d have power enough to do much harm. The 
natural result of this was to create a situation where no officer 
had power to do much good. Meanwhile bad men united for 
corrupt purposes, and the whole organization of the city gov
ernment aided such in throwing responsibility from one to 
jUlotl1(l!". Nany r~ccnt city charterll in the United States pro-
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ceed upon the more accurate theory that cities, in their organic 
capacity, are chiefly large corporatioLS. The better results 
flowing from this theory are easily made clear. Americans 
are sufficiently adept in the administration of large business 
enterprises to understand that, in any such undertaking, some 
one man must be given the power of direction and the choice 
of his chief assistants; they understand that power and 
responsibility must go together from the top to the bottom of 
every successful business organization. Consequently, when 
it began to be realized that a city was a business corporation 
rather than an integral part of the State, the unwillingness to 
organize the city upon the line of concentrated power in con
nection with concentrated responsibility began to disappear. 
The charter of the city of Brooklyn is probably as advanced a 
type as can be found of the results of this mode of thinking. 
II. Brooklyn the executive side of the city government is 
represented by the mayor and the various heads of depart. 
ments. The legislative side consists of a common council of 
nineteen members, twelve of whom are elected from three 
districts each having four aldermen, the remaining seven being 
elected as aldermen at large by the whole city. The people 
elect three city officers besides the board of aldermen; the 
mayor, who is the real, as well as the nominal, head of the 
city; the comptroller, who is practically the book-keeper of 
the city; and the auditor, whose audit is necessary for the 
payment of every bill against the city whether large or small. 
The mayor appoints absolutely, without confirmation by the 
common council, all the executive heads of departments. He 
appoints, for example, the police commissioner, the fire com
missioner, the health commissioner, the commissioner of city 
works, the corporation couusel or counsellor at law, the city 
treasurer, the tax collector, and in general all the officials who 
are charged with executive duties. These officials in turn 
appoint their own subordinates, so that the principle of defined 
responsibility permeates the city government from top to 
bottom. The mayor also appoints the board of assessors, the 
board of education, and the board of elections. The executive 
officers appointed by the mayor are appointed for a term of 
two years, that is to say for a term similar to his own.. The 
mayor is elected at the general election in November; he takes 
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.office en the first .of January f.oll.owing, and fer .one m.onth the> 
great departments .of the city are carried en fer him by the 
appointees .of his predecess.or. Qn the first of February it 
bec.omes his duty to app.oint his .own heads .of departments, and 
inasmuch as they serve fer the same term as himself, each 
incoming mayer thus has the .opportunity to make an adminis
tration in all its parts in sympathy with himself. Each .one 
.of these great executive departments is under the charge .of a 
single head, the charter .of the city conf.orming abs.olutely to 
the theory that where executive work is to be done it should 
be committed t.o the charge .of .one man. Where boards .of 
officials exist in Brooklyn, it is because the work committed 
to them is discretionary more than it is executive in character. 
These boards, also, are appointed by the mayor without con
firmation by the board of aldermen, but they are appointed 
fer terms not coterminous with his own; so that, in most 
cases, no mayor would appoint the whole .of any such board 
unless he were to be twice elected by the people. In other 
words, with quite unimportant exceptions, the charter of 
Brooklyn, a city with 900,000 inhabitants, makes the mayor 
entirely responsible for the conduct .of the city government on 
its executive side, and, in holding him to this responsibility, 
equips him fearlessly with the necessary power to discharge 
his trust. This charter went into effect on the first of January 
1882. It has been found to have precisely the merits and the 
defects which one might expect of such an instrument. A 
strong executive can accomplish satisfactory results; a weak 
one can disappoint every hope. The community, however, is 
so well satisfied that the charter is a vast improvement on any 
system which it has tried before, that no voice is raised against 
it. It has had one notable and especially satisfactory effect. 
It can be made clear to the simplest citizen that the entire 
character of the city government for two years depends upon 
the man chosen for the office of mayor. As a consequence 
more people have voted in Brooklyn on the subject of the 
mayoralty than have voted there as to who should be Gov
ernor .of the State. This is a great and a direct gain for good 
city ~vernment, because it crt'ates and keeps. alert a strong 
public sentiment, and tends to increase the mterest of ~ll 
citizens in the affairs .of their city. In the absence .of a hIS-

VOL. I J U 
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'toric past which ministers to civic pride, and in the presence 
of many thousands of new-comers at every election, this effect 
is especially valuable. It ~ay also be said that under present 
conditions the voting is more intelligent than formerly. The 
issue is so important, yet so simple, that it can be made clear 
even to people who have lived but a short time in the city. 
The same influences tend to secure for the city the services, 
as inayor, of a higher grade of men, because under such a 
charter the mayor is given power and opportunity to accom
plish something. It appeals to the best that is in a man as 
strongly as it exposes him to the fire of criticism if he does 
not do well. 

In undertaking to administer this charter, as the first mayor 
to whom such powers had been committed, the writer adopted 
two principles which he believed to be essential to success. 
In the first place, he determined to hold each head of depart
ment responsible for results within his department; and in the 
second place, he determined to hold himself entirely aloof from 
the use of patronage, except in so far as the charter of the city, 
in express terms, made it his duty to make appointments. The 
effect of this attitude towards his appointees was to leave them 
entirely free in the choice 'of their subordinates. Being free, 
they could justly be held responsible, to the fullest extent, for 
results. Further than that, being free from pressure from the 
mayor, they were much stronger to resist pressure as to pat
ronage from outsiders, than otherwise they would have been. 
Another effect of the mayor's attitude with reference to pat
ronage, was to secure for l).imself the confidence of the commu
nity, without regard to party, to an unusual extent. Any 
alarm there might have been, as to the use of the great and 
unusual powers committed to the mayor by the charter, was 
quieted at once. • 

The duties of the mayor under the charter may be consid
ered under three heads. First, in his relation to the executive 
work of the city; second, in his relation to the common coun
cil or local legislature; third, in his relation to the legislature 
of the State. 

The successful use of the power of appointment, in the 
selection of efficient heads of departments, of course underlies 
the success of a city administration on its executivl) Ilide. Thl) 
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heads of departments having been appointed, it was the custom -
of the writer to hold a meeting in the mayor's office with all 
his executive appointees, once every week, exceptiug during 
the summer when the common council was not in session. 
This meeting served several purposes. The minutes of the 
common council at their previous meeting were laid before this 
informal gathering, and the mayor received the advice of the 
officer whose department would be affected by any proposed 
resolution or ordinance, as to its probable effect. When a 
question was brought up of general interest to the city the 
whole company discussed it, giving to the mayor the advantage 
of their experience and jUdgment. These weekly councils were 
of great value to the mayor, in determining his attitude on the 
various questions raised during his term by the common coun
cil of the city, every resolution of which body had by law to 
be passed upon by the mayor, and receive either his approval 
or his veto. These gatherings of the executive officers of the 
city were useful in other ways than this. They made all heads 
of departments personally acquainted with each other, and 
converted the machinery of the city government, from sepa
rate and independent departments, into one organization work· 
ing in complete harmony and with singleness of aim. The 
mayor's oversight of the executive work of the city, in its cur
rent aspect, was further maintained by quarterly reports sub
mitted from each of the large departments. The mayor's 
office, in an American city, is in receipt of daily complaints 
touching this or that matter affecting citizens. The receipt 
of all complaints was immediately acknowledged to the per
sons who made. them, if they came by mail, and the com
plaints were forwarded at once to the proper department for 
action or explanation. The reply was made to the mayor's 
office, and was communicated. without delay to the maker of 
the complaint. If remedy was available, this method secured 
its prompt application. If the matter were beyond reach of 
relDedy, the citizen had at least the satisfaction of knowing 
why. The multiplicity and character of these complaints 
gave the mayor a daily insight into the efficiency of the de
partments. By these methods, the mayor was able to keep 
himself almost as well informed as to the work in each depart. 
ment of the city as the liead of a great business house is 
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informed as to the departments into which his business is 
divided. Nor need the comparison s~op there. The mayor 
was able to bring the power and influence of his office to bear, 
to remedy abuses or to suggest improvements in methods, 
with the same directness and efficiency. 

The mayor's duties in relation to the common council of the 
city, are chiefly in connection with the obligation, laid upon 
him by the charter, to approve or disapprove every resolution 
passed by that body. The mayor's veto is fatal, uuless over
ridden by a two-thirds vote of all the members elected to the 
council. For three years out of four during which the writer 
served as mayor, the common council was politically antago
nistic to him, half of the time in the proportion of fourteen to 
five. Notwithstanding this,. only two vetoes were overridden 
in the whole of his four years of service. Two influences 
probably contributed to this result. First, the care with 
which, under the advice of his appointees, the mayor took up 
his positions: and second, the mayor's refusal to implicate 
himself, in any way, with the use of patronage. Partisan 
opposition largely disappeared, before a spirit manifestly free 
from self-seeking and from partisanship. The same influences 
led to unusual co-operation, on the part of the common coun
cil, in forwarding the plans of the mayor in the direction of 
positive action. The harmony between the executive and the 
legislature of the city was scarcely less complete, during this 
interval, to the great advantage of the city, than was the har
mony between the different executive departments themselves. 

The relation of the mayor to the legislature of the State 
proved to be important to an extent not easy 110 be imagined. 
The charter of a city, coming as it does from the legislature, is 
entirely within the control of the legislature. Just as there is 
no legal bar to prevent the legislature from recalling the char
ter altogether, so there is no feature of the charter so minute 
that the legislature may not assume to change it. In the 
State of New York there is no general law touching the gov
ernment of cities, and the habit of interference in the details 
of city action has become to the legislature almost a second 
nature. In every year of his term, the writer was compelled 
~o oppose at Albany, the seat of the State legislature, legisla
tion seeking to make an increase iii. the pay of policemen and 
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firemen, without any reference to the 1i4ancial ability of the 
city, or the other demands upon the city for the expenditure 
of money. Efforts were made, also, at one time, to legislate 
out of office some of the officials who had been appointed in 
conformity to the charter. New· and useless offices were 
sought to be created, and the mayor found that not the least 
important of his duties, as mayor, was to protect the city from 
unwise and adverse legislation on the part of the State. It is 
a curious circumstance that most of these propositions had 
their origin with members of the legislature elected to repre
sent different districts of the city itself. The same influ
ences which made the administration strong with the common 
council, at home, made it also strong with the legislature at 
Albany, so that, although for one or two years the power to 
make changes rested with a majority at Albany politically 
antagonistic, no law objected to by the mayor, during this 
interval, was placed upon the statute-book. The city itself is 
compelled at times to seek legislation for the enlargement of 
its powers; that is· to say, the powers committed to a city are 
strictly limited to those defined by the charter or granted by 
special acts of the legislature. Consequently, when an unfore
seen situation is to be dealt with, calling for unusual methods 
or powers, it is necessary to secure authority to this end from 
the legislature of the State. The writer found the same gen
eral attitude, which has been referred to so often, effectual in 
this regard also, so that almost every bill which he desired in 
the interest of the city, was enacted into law, and this alike 
by legislatures politically in sympathy with the city adminis
tration and by legislatures politically antagonistic to it. It is 
not too much to say, however, that the greatest anxieties of 
his term sprang from the uncertainties and difficulties of this 
annual contest, on the one hand to advance the interest of the 
city, and on the other to save it from harm in its relations to 
the law-making power of the State. 

Imitating this charter of Brooklyn, the city of Philadelphia, 
still more recently, has obtained a new charter involving a 
great departure in the same direction from old methods. Bos
ton and New York both have moved partly along the same line, 
each with admitted advantage to the city, although neither has 
gone 80 far as Brooklyn or Philadelphia. Several smaller places 
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have obtained charters of the same kind. It is not to be sup
posed that this new form of city charter is the result alto
gether of abstract thinking. It has grown out of bitter expe
riences. When the inhabitants of a city found that they did 
not receive, as matter of fact, the good government which they 
desired, it did not at first occur to them that the trouble was 
to a large extent fundamental in their form of charter; or, 
if it did, the first effort at remedy led to worse mistakes than 
before. Starting with the theory that the path to safety was 
through division of power, they resorted to all manner of ex
.pedients which would compass that end. They established, 
for instance, police boards and fire boards, which at different 
times were made to consist of three members, and at other 
times of four, the latter being known in American parlance as 
non-partisan.1 It was supposed that a single individual might 
be tempted to use his department unfairly in the interest of 
the party to which he belonged, but that by associating him 
with others of different parties this tendency would be over
come. It turned out, however, that the moment no one in 
particular was to blame, partisanship took complete possession 
of the administration of every department. When one reflects 
that in the Government of the United States the immense ad
ministrative departments, like the Treasury and the Post-Office, 
have, from the beginning of the Government, been committed 
to the care of a single man, it seems strange that,.in their 
cities, Americans should have been so unwilling to proceed upon 
the same theory. The reason probably is that the city, as 
above pointed out, has been evolved from the town by the 
simple process of enlargement. In the town the theory of di
vision of power has been acted upon with substantial uni
formity, and in small communities has worked well. The 
attempt to act upon the same lines in the great and rapidly
growing cities of the country has, in the judgment of many, 
been as instrumental as any other one element in causing the 
unsatisfactory results which have marked the progress of 
many American cities. For the purposes of this chapter it is 
not necessary to enlarge further upon this thought. It is em
phasized thus far for the purpose of showing that all the large 

1 Non-partisan practically means that the two great parties are eqnally rep' 
resented upon it. 
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elass of difficulties which American cities have been obliged 
to face by reason of faulty charters are not irremediable. The 
actual process of change from one system of charter to an
other has been marked incidentally by one unfortunate effect. 
The city charter. coming as it does from the legislature. lies 
entirely within the control of the legislature. The many ap
peals to the legislature for charter amendment of one kind 
and another have bred a habit in some of the States. if not 
in all, of constant interference by the legislature with the 
local details of city action. This interference. though often 
prompted by a gennine desire to relieve a city from pressing 
evila. has tended very greatly to lessen the sense of responsi
bility on the part of local officials. and upon the part of 
communities themselves. It is one of the best effects of 
Brooklyn's charter. that it has helped to create in that city a. 
very decided spirit of home rule. which is ready to protest at 
any moment against interference on the part of the State 
with local matters. 

It remains to be said that the one organic problem in con
nection with the charters of cities. which apparently remains 
as far from solution as ever in America, is that which con
cerns the legislative branch of city government. In some 
cities the legislative side is represented by two bodies, or 
houses, known by different names in different cities, and pre
senting the same general characteristics as a State legislature 
with ita upper and lower house. The most conspicuous in
stances of this kind are furnished by the city of Boston and 
the city of Philadelphia. In all"the cities of New York State, 
the legislative branch consists of a single chamber indiffer
ently spoken of as the Board of Aldermen or the Common 
Council But whether these bodies have been composed of 
one honse or two. the moment a city has become large they 
have ceased to give satisfactory results. Originally these bodies 
were given very large powers. in order to carry out to the 
utmost the idea of local self-government. As a rule they have 
so far abused these powers that almost everywhere the scope 
of their authority has been greatly restricted. In the city of 
New York that tendency has been acted upon to so great an 
extent as to deprive the common council of every important 
function it ever possessed, except the single power to grant 
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public franchises. How greatly they have abused this remain. 
ing power is unfortunately matter of public record. The pow· 
ers thus taken away from the common council, are ordinarily 
lodged with boards made up of the higher city officials. Even 
in the city of N ew York it has seldom been the case that the 
mayor of the city has not been a man of good repute and of 
some parts. As a general proposition, it is found in American 
cities that the larger the constituency to which a candidate 
must appeal, and the more important the office, the more of a 
man the candidate must be. What may be the outcome of this 
difficulty as to the legislative body in cities, it is impossible to 
say. Sometimes it seems almost as though the attempt would 
be made to govern cities without any local legislature. But, 
on the other hand, there are so many matters in regard to 
which such a body ought to have power, that thus far no one 
has ventured seriously to take so extreme a view. It may 
fairly be said to be, therefore, the great unsolved organic 
problem in connection with municipal government in the 
United States. That it is so, illustrates with vividness the 
justice of the American view that it is a dangerous thing, in 
wholly democratic communities, to make the legislative body 
supreme over the executive. 

Thus far in this chapter, the shortcomings of the American 
city have been admitted, and the effort has been made to show 
the peculiar difficulties with which such a city has to deal. It 
ought to be said that, despite all of these difficulties, the average 
American city is not going from bad to worse. There is sub
stantial reason for thinking that the general tendency, even in 
the larger cities, is towards improvement. Life and property 
are more secnre in almost all of them than they used to be. 
Certainly there has been no decrease of security such as might 
reasonably have been expected to result from increased size. 
Less than a score of yearS ago it was impossible to have a fair 
election in New York or Brooklyn. To-day, and for the last 
decade, under the present system of registry laws, every elec
tion is held with substantial fairness. The health of our cities 
does not deteriorate, but on the average improves. So that in 
the large and fundamental aspect of the question the progress, 
if slow, is steady in the direction of better things. It is not 
strange that a people conducting an experim~t in city gaverD. 
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ment for which there is absolutely no precedent, under condi
tions of e:lceptional :lifficulty, should have to stumble towards 
correct and successful methods through experiences that are 
both costly and distressing. There is no other :.oad towards 
improvement in the coming time. But it is probable that in 
another decade Americans will look back on some of the scan
dals of the present epoch in city government, with as much 
surprise as they now regard the effort to control fires by the 
volunteer fire department, which was insisted upon, even in 
the city of New York, until within twenty-five years. As 
American cities grow in stability, and provide themselves with 
the necessary working plant, they approximate more and more 
in physical conditions to those which prevail in most European 
cities. As they do so, it is reasonable to expect that their 
pavements will improve and the condition of their streets be 
more satisfactory. American cities, as a nIle, have a more 
abundant supply of water than European cities, and they are 
more enterprising in furnishing themselves with what in Europe 
might be calIed the luxuries of city life, but which, in America, 
are so common as almost to be regarded as necessities. Espe
cially is this true of every convenience involving the use of elec
tricity. There are more telephone wires, for example, in New 
York and Brooklyn, than in the whole of the United Kingdom. 
The problem of placing these wires underground therefore, to 
take in passing an illustration, of another kind, of the diffi
culties of city government in America, is vastly greater than 
in any city abroad, because the mu!tiplication of the wires is 
so constant and at so rapid a rate that as fast as some are 
placed beneath the surface, those ·.qhich have been strung 
while this process has been going ()!l seem as numerous as 
before the underground movement beg-ln. 

It may justly be said, therefore, thl1t the American city, if 
open to serious blame, is also deserving (.! much praise. Every 
one understands that universal suffrage bas its drawbacks, and 
in cities these defects become especially evident. It would be 
uncandid to deny that many of the problems of American cities 
spring from this factor, especially because the voting popula
tion is continually swollen by foreign immigrants whom time 
alone can educate into an intelligent harmony with the Ameri
can system. But because there is scum upon the surface of a 
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boiling' liquid, it does not follow that the material, nor the 
process to which it is subjected, is itself bad. Universal suf
frage, as it exists in the United States, is not only a great 
element of safety in the present day and generation, but it is 
perhaps the mightiest educational force to which the masses 
of men ever have been exposed. In a country where wealth 
has no hereditary sense of obligation to its neighbours, it is 
hard to conceive what would be the condition of society if 
universal suffrage did not compel every.one having property to 
consider, to some extent at least, the well-being of the whole 
community. 

It is probable that no other system of government would 
have been able to cope any more successfully, on the whole, 
with the actual conditions that American cities have been com
pelled to face. It may be claimed for American institutions 
even in cities, that they lend themselves with wonderfully 
little friction to growth and deve1!\pment and to the peaceful 
assimilation of new and strange populations. Whatever de
fects have marked the progress of rluch cities, no one acquainted 
with their history will deny that since their problem assumed 
its present aspect, progress l .. as been made, and substantial 
progress, from decade to decade. The problem will never be 
anything but a most difficult one, but with all its difficulties 
there is every reason to be hopeful. 
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NOTE TO CHAl'TER m 

Ilr America it ill always by a convention (i.e. a representative body 
eaJled together for some occasional or temporary purpose) that a constitu. 
tion is framed. It was thus &hM the first constitutions for the thirteen 
revolting colonies were drawn up and enacted in 17.6 and the years fol
lowing; and aa early aa 1780 the 1IaIIl8 plan had suggested itself as the 
rigM one for framing a constitution for the whole United States.' 
Recognized in the Federal Constitution (Art. v.) and in the soccessive 
Constitutions of the several States as the proper method to be employed 
when a new constitution is to be prepared, or an existing constitution 
revised throughout, it haa now become a regular and familiar part of the 
machinery of American government, almost a necessary part, because aU 
American legislatures are linlited by a fundamental law, and therefore 
when a fuudamentallaw is to be repealed or largely recast, it is desirable 
to provide for the porp<M8 a body distinct from the ordinary legislature. 
Where it is sou,,<>ht only to change the existing fuudamentallaw in a few 
8peeified points, the function of proposing these changes to tbe people for 
their acceptance may safely be left, and generally is left, to the legislature. 
Ori¢nally a convention was conceived of as a sovereign body, wherein 
the full powen of the people were vested by popular election. It is now, 
howner, 1I8ualJyau advisory body, which prepares a draft of a new con
atitution and snbmita it to the people for their acceptance or rejection.' 
And it ill not deemed to be sovereign in the sense of possessing the plen
ary authority of the people. for ita powers may be, and now almost invari
ably are, limited by the statute under which the people elect it.' 

I It Is foaod In a priftte letter of AleDllder Hamilton (thea oaly twenty
th ..... yean of age) of that rear. 

I The onlJ Jerent esception to the now anvarying mIe that conventions 
m~relr draft oonstitutiona was fnmished in 1890 br tbe State of Mississippi. 
wbere a convention. convoked ander a statute, not only prepared. bnt actu
aUT enaeted. the ...-nt Co_itution of the State. The circamstances were 
peca1lar. and the __ thing would aot uppen in &Dr Northem State. As to 
KentnekJ. _ p. 43.1. 

• The State c-..... tiona which earried. or rather alfected to carry. the seced
in~ Slave Statesont of the Union. acted as sovereign bodies. Their proceedings, 
ho ..... er. thongIa dotbed with legal forms, were practieallr revolutionary. 

117 
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Questions relating to the powers of a Constitutional Convention have 
silvera! times come before the courts, so that there exists a small body of 
law as well as a large body of custom and practice l'Coaarding the rights 
and powers of such assemblies. Into this law and practice I do not pro
pose to enter. But it is worth while to indicate certain advantages which 
have been found to attach to the method of entrusting the preparation of 
a fundamental instrument of government to a body of men specially 
chosen for the purpose instead of to the ordinary legislature. The topic 
suggests interesting comparisons with the experience of France and other 
European countries in which constitutions have been drafted and enacted 
by the legislative, which has been sometimes also practically the execu
tive, authority. Nor is it wholly without bearing on problems which 
have recently arisen in England, where Parliament has found itself, and 
may find itself again, invited to enact what would be in substance a new 
constitution for a part of the United Kingdom. 

An American Constitutional Convention, being chosen for the sole 
purpose of drafting a constitution, and having nothing to do with the 
ordinary -administration of government, no in1l.uence or patronage, no 
power to raise or appropriate revenue, no opportunity of doing jobs for 
individuals or corporations, is not necessarily elected on party lines or 
in obedience to party considerations.1 Hence men comparatively indif
ferent to party are sometimes elected; while those who seek to enter a 
legislature for the sake of party advancement or the promotion of some 
private gainful object do not generally care to serve in a convention. 

When the convention meets, it is not, like a legislature, a body strictly 
organized by party. A sense of individual independence and freedom 
may prevail unknown in legislatures. Proposals have therefore a chance 
of being considered on their merits. A scheme does not necessarily com
mand the support of one set of men nor encounter the hostility of another 
set because it proceeds from a particular leader or group. And as the 
ordinary party questions do not come up for decision while its delibera
tions are going on, men are not thrown back on their usual party affili
ations, nor are their passions roused by exciting political issues. 

Having no work but constitution-making to consider, a convention is 
free to bend its whole mind to that work. Debate has less tendency to 
stray off to irrelevant matters. Business advances because there are no 
such interruptions as a legislature charged with the ordinary business of 
government must expect. 

Since a convention assembles for one purpose only, and that a purpose 
specially interesting to thonghtful and public-spirited citizens; and since 
its duration is short, men who would not care to enter a legislature, men 
pressed by professionallabouTB, or averse to the .. rongh and tumble" of 
politics, a class large in America and increasing in Europe, are glad to 
selVe on it, while mere jobbers or office-seekers find little to attract them 

1 Thli qnestions of practical importance to the States which a State Con
vention deals with are very often not in issne between the two State parties, 
seeing that the latter are formed on national lines-
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In its functions. 1 Thus the level of honesty, even more than of ability, 
is higher in conventions than in legislatures. 

The fact that the constitution when drafted has to be submitted to the 
people, by whose authority it will (if accepted) be enacted, gives to the 
convention a somewhat larger freedom for proposing what they think 
best than a legislature, courting or fearing its constituents, commonly 
allow8 itself. AI the convention vanishes altogether when its work is 
accomplished, the ordinary motives for popularity.hunting are less potent. 
AI it does not legislate but merely proposes, it need not fear to ask the 
people to enact what may offend certain persons or classes, for the odium, 
if any, of harassing these classes will rest with the people. And as the 
people must accept or reject the draft en bloc (unless in the rare case 
where provision is made for voting on particular points separately), more 
care is taken in preparing the draft, in clearing it of errors and repug
nances, than a legislature capahle of repealing or altering in its next 
session what it now provides, hestows on the details of its measures. 

Those who are familiar with European parliaments may conceive that 
as a set-off to these advantages there will be a difficulty in getting a num
ber of men not organized by parties to work promptly and efficiently, 
that a convention will be, so to speak, an amorphous body, that if it has 
no leaders nor party allegiance it will divide one way to-day and another 
way to-morrow, that the abundance of able men will mean an abundance 
of doctrinaire proposals and a reluctance to subordinate individual pre
po88e88ions to practical 8UCceSB. Admitting that such difficulties do 
sometimes arise, it may be observed that in America men quickly organ
ize themselves for any and every purpose, and that doctrinairism is there 
so uncommon a fault as to be almost a merit. When a cOmplete new 
constitution is to be prepared, the balance of convenience is decidedly in 
favour of giving the work to a convention, for although conventions are 
sometimes unwise, they are usually composed of far abler men than those 
who fill the legislatures, and discharge their function with more wisdom 
&8 well &8 with more virtue. But where it is not desired to revise the 
whole frame of govemm .. nt, the sinlpler and better plan is to proceed by 
8nbmitting to the people specific amendments, limited to particular pro
visions of the existing constitution; and this is the method now most 
generally employed In improving State constitutions. 

The above remarks are of course chiefty based on the history of State 
conventions, because no national constitutional convention has sa.t since 
1787. But they apply In principle to any constitution.making body. 

1 Many of the men conspicnous in the public life of Massacbusetts during the 
lucceedlng thirty years first made tbeir mark in tbe Constitntional Convention 
of 1853. The draft framed by tbat Conveution was, however, rejected by tbe 
people. The new Constitution for New York, framed by tbe CODvention of 
1861, was also lost at tbe polls. That Convention was remarkable as being 
(aocording to Jndge Jameson) tbe only one in wbich the requirement tbat a 
delegats mnst be resident In the district electing him was dispensed witb 
(ComllC. COBUenliom, I 267). 
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NOTE TO CHAPTER IV 

WHAT THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION OWES TO THE CONSTITUTIONS OJ!' THE 

SEVERAL STATES 

THE following statement of the provisions of the Federal Constitntion . 
which have been taken from or modelled upon State constitutions, is 
extracted from a valuable article by the late Mr. Alexander Johnston in 
the New Princeton Reoiew for September 1887 :-

.. That part of the Constitution, which has attracted most notice 
abroad, is probably its division of Congress into a Senate and a House of 
Representatives, with the resulting scheme of the Senate as based on the 
equal representation of the States. It is probably inevitable that the 
npper or hereditary House in foreign legislative bodies shall disappear in 
time. And it is not easy to hit on any available substitute; and English 
writers for examples, judging from the difficulty of finding a substitute 
for the House of Lords, have rated too high the political skill of the Con
vention in hitting npon so brilliant a success as the Senate. But the 
success of the Convention was due to the antecedent experience of the 
States. Excepting Pennsylvania and Vermont, which then gave all 
legislative powers to one House, and executive powers to a governor and 
council, all the States had bicameral systems in 1787.1 

.. The name • Senate' was used for the Upper House in Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New York, North Carolina, New Hampshire, and South 
Carolina and Virginia; and the name' House of Representatives,' for 
the Lower House, was in use in Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and 
South Carolina, as well as in Pennsylvania and Vermont. 

.. The rotation, by which one-third of the Senate goes out every two 
years, was taken from Delaware, where one-third went out each year, 
New York (one-fourth each year), Pennsylvania (one-third of the council 
each year), and Virginia (one-fourth each year). The provisions of the 
whole fifth section of Art. i., the administration of the two Houses, their 
power to decide the election of their members, make rules and punish 
their violation, keep a journal, and adjourn from day to day, are in so 
many State constitutions that no specification is needed for them . 

.. The provision that money -bills shall originate in the House of Repre
sentatives is taken almost word for word from the Constitutions of Massa
chusetts and New Hampshire, as is the provision, which has never been 
needed, that the President may adjourn the two Houses when they cannot 
agree on a time of adjournment. The provision for a message is from the 

I Georgia, however; had not till 1789 a troe second chamber, her constitu
tion of 1777 having merely created an execntive council elected by the Assem
bly from among its own members. 

Velmont was not one of the thirteen original States, bnt was a semi-inde
pendent commonwealth, not a member of the Confederation of 1781, not 
represented in the Convention of 1787, and not admitted to the Union till 
1791. 
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Constitution of New yon.. AD the details of the process of impeachment 
.. adop4ed by the CoaYelltion may be fonnd ia the Constitutions of Dela
ware, IIlaaaachoseua, New Hampshire, New York, Pennsylvania, Sonth 
Carolina, Vennon&, Virginia, e1'en tD the pro1'ision ia the Sonth Carolina 
BYstem &hat conriction should follow the 1'ote of two-thinis of the mem
ben! preaenL (It should be said. howeftl', that the limitation of sentence 
ia ease of conriction tD remonl from office and disqualification for 
further oftioe-holding is • new featnre.) Even the mnch-praised pro
_ of the 1'et.o is taken ell Ill« from the Massachusetts Constitntion of 
1780, and the alight changea are 80 evidently iatroduced as improvements 
on the language alone as tD show that the snbstance was copied. 

.. 11Ie adoptioD of dilIenmt bases for the two Honses - the House of 
Repreeentatins representiDg the States according tD population, while the 
Senate represented them eqoally - was one of the most important pieces 
of work which the Connntion accomplished as well as the one which it 
reached ID08& unwillingly. AD the States had been experimenting tD find 
different bases for their two Houses. Virginia had come nearest tD the 
appeanDCB or the final result ia having her Senate ch06eD by districts and 
her representatins by counties; and. as the Cnion already had its 
• districU· formed (ia the States), one might think tltat the Convention 
mereJy followed Virginia'. experience. But the real process was far 
dilIerent and more eircnitou& There were eleven States represented ia 
the Coa1'ention, New Hampshire taking New York's place when the later 
withdrew, and Rhode Island sending no delegates. Roughly speaking. 
6ft Statee wanted the • Virginia plan' above stated; fi1'e wanted one 
House .. ia the Confederation with State eqnality ia it; and one (Con
necUcut) had • plan of ita own tD which the other ten States finally 
aeceded. ne Connecticut BYstem Bince 1699, when its l~latnre was 
dl1'ided intD two Houses, had maintained the equality of the tDwns ia the 
Lower House, while c:hooBing the members of the Cpper Honse from the 
wbole people. In like manner its delegates now proposed that the States 
ahould be equally represented in the Senate, while the House of Repre
aentatiftB, chosen from the States in proportion tD population, should 
represent the people nomerically. 11Ie proposition was renewed a","llin 
and again fur nearly. month until the two main divisions of the Conven
tion, unable tD agree. accepted the' Connecticut compromise,' as Bancroft 
calla it, and the pecoliar constitution of the Senate was adopted. 

.. 11Ie President'. office was simply a de1'elopment of that of the gov
ernors of the State&. Th. name itself had been familiar; Delaware, New 
Hampshire, Pennsyl'l'llDia, and South Carolina, had osed the title of 
President iDstead of &hat of Go1'emor. In an the States the go1'emor 
was commander-in-chiel. euept that ia Rhode Island he was tD have tbe 
adrice of am aasistants, and the major part of the freemen, before enter
in« upon bis duties. The President's pardoning power was drawn from 
the uample of the Statee; they had granted it tD the goYerDorB (in some 
_ with the adrice of • council) ia an the States except Connecticnt, 
Rhode Island. and Georgia, where it was retaiDed tD the legislature, and 
ia South Carolina, where ii seems tD haft been forgo«en ia the Constim-
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tion of 1778, but was given to the governor in 1790. The governor was 
elected directly by the people in Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York, 
and Rhode Island, and indirectly by the two Houses in the other eight 
States; and in this nearly equal division we may, perhaps, find a reason 
for the Convention's hesitation to adopt either system, and for its futile 
attempt to introduce an electoral system, as a compromise. The power 
given to the Senate of ratifying or rejecting the President's appointments 
seems to have been an echo of New York's council of appointment; the 
most strenuous and persistent efforts were made to provide a council to 
share in appointments with the President; the admission of the Senate 
as a substitute was the furthest concession which the majority would 
make; and hardly any failure of details caused more heart-burnings than 
the rejection of this proposed council for appointments. 

" The President's power of filling vacancies, by commissions to expire 
at the end of the next session of the Senate, is taken in terms from the 
Constitution of North Carolina. 

"Almost every State prescribed a form of oath for its officers; the 
simple and impressive oath of the President seems to have been taken 
from that of Pennsylvania, with a suggestion, much improved in 
language, from the oath of allegiance of the same State. The office of vice
president was evidently suggested by that of the deputy, or lieutenant
governor (in four States the vice-president) of the States. The exact 
prototype of the office of vice-president is to be found in that of the 
lieutenant-governor of New York. He was to preside in the Senate, with
out a vote, except in case of a tie, was to succeed the governor, when suc
cession was necessary, and was to be succeeded by the President pro 
tempore of the Senate. 

" The provisions for the recognition of inter-State citizenship, and for 
the rendition of fugitive slaves and criminals, were a necessity in any such 
form of government as was contemplated, but were not at all new. They 
had formed a part of the eighth article of the New England Confederation 
of 1643. Finally the first ten amendments, which were tacitly taken as a 
part of the original instrument, are merely a selection from the substance 
or the spirit of the Bills of Rights which preceded so many of the State 
constitutions. 

" The most solid and excellent work done by the Convention was its 
statement of the powers of Congress (in § 8 of Art. i.) and its definition 
of the sphere of the Federal judiciary (in Art. iii.). The results in both of 
these cases were due, like the powers denied to the States and to the 
United States (in §§ 9 and 10 of Art. i.), to the previous experience of 
government by the States alone. For eleven years or more (to say noth· 
ing of the antecedent colonial experience) the people had been engaged 
in their State governments in an exhaustive analysis of the powers of 
government. The failures in regard to some, the successes in regard to 
others, were all before the Convention for its consideration and guidance. 

"Not creative genius, but wise and discreet selection was the proper work 
of the Convention; and its success was due to the clear perception of the 
antecedent failures and successes, and to the self·restraint of its members.. 
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.. The (presidential) electoral system was almost the only feature of 
the Constitution not suggested by State experience,' almost the only 
feature which WlI8 purely artificial, not a natural growth; it was the one 
which met with least criticism from contemporary opponents of the 
Constitu.tion and most unreserved praise from the FederaliBI i and de
mOClllCJ hall ridden right over it ... 

NOTE TO CHAPTER X 

.XTJUCTB nOK TBB BULBS OF TBB SBNATB 

A QUOBUK shall consist of a majority of the senators, duly chosen and 
swom. 

The legislative, the executive, the confidential legislative proceedings, 
and the proceedings when sitting as a Court of Impeachment, shall. each 
be recorded in a separate book. 

When the yeas and nays are ordered, the names of senators shall be 
called alphabetically j and each sena.tor shall, without debate, declare his 
assent or dissent to the question, unless excused by the Senate; and no 
senator shall be permitted to vote after the decision shall have been 
announced by the presiding officer, but may for sufficient reasons, with 
unanimous consent, change or withdraw his vote. 

When a senator declines to vote on call of his name, he shall be 
required to assign his reasons therefor, and on his having assigned them, 
the presiding officer shall submit the question to the Senate, .. Shall the 
senator for the reasons assigned hy him, be excused from voting?" which 
shall be decided without debate. 

In the appointment of the standing committee&, the Senate, unless 
otherwise ordered, shall proceed hy ballot to appoint severally the chair
man of each committee, and then, by one ballot, the other members 
neceuary to complete the same. A majority of the whole number of 
votes given shall be necessary to the choice of a chairman of a standing 
committee, but a plurality of votes shall elect the other members thereof. 
All other committees shall be appointed by ballot, unless otherwise 
ordered, and a plurality of votes shall appoint. 

At the second or any subsequent session of a Congress, the legislative 
businees which remained undetemlined at the close of the next preceding 
_ion of that Congress shall be resumed and proceeded with in the same 
manner as if no adjournment of the Senate had taken place. 

I Bot It Ia well obeerYed by Mr. J. R. Robinson (Original and Deri.·,d 
'tatuf"U 0/ lAB t'nited Statu C01Ulitution, p. 29) tbat tbis system may bave 
been ... ~tecI by the Coostitntion of Maryland (1776), which provided for .. 
"boies of the State Senaton by a body of electors "bosen every five years Ly 
the people for tbIa purpose. Mr. Robinson rigbtly disapproves Sir l{. lIlaille"s 
comparison of the e1ectorallJBteIn of the Roman~rmanic Em";,",,. 

VOL. 1 ~ X 
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On a motion made and seconded to close the doors of the Senate, on 
the discussion of any business which may, in the opinion of a senator, 
require secrecy, the presiding officer shall direct the galleries to be cleared; 
and during the discussion of such motion the doors shall remain closed. 

When the President of the United States shall meet the Senate in the 
Senate chamber for the consideration of executive business, he shall have 
a seat on the right of the presiding officer. When the Senate shall be 
convened by the President of the United States to any other place, the 
presiding officer of the Senate and the senators shall attend at the place 
appointed, with the necessary officers of the Senate. 

When acting upon confidential or executive business, unless the same 
shall be considered in open executive session, the Senate chamber shall 
be cleared of all persons except the secretary, the chief clerk, the prin
cipal legislative clerk, the executive clerk, the minute and journal clerk, 
the sergeant-at-arms, the assistant doorkeeper, and such other officers as 
the presiding officer shall think necessary, and all such officers shall be 
sworn to secrecy. 

All confidential comm~ications made by the President of the United 
States to the Senate shall be by the senators and the officers of the Senate 
kept secret; and all treaties which may be laid before the Senate, and all 
remarks, votes, and proceedings thereon, shall also be kept secret until 
the Senate shall, by their resolution, take off the injunction of secrecy, 
or unless the same shall be considered in open executive session. 

Any senator or officer of the Senate who shall disclose the secret or 
confidential business or proceedings of the Senate shall be liable, if a 
senator, to suffer expulsion from the body; and if an officer, to dismissal 
from the service of the Senate, and to punishment for contempt. 

On the final question to advise and consent to the ratification of a 
treaty in the form agreed to, the concurrence of two-thirds of the senators 
present shall be necessary to determine it in the affirmative; but all other 
motions and questions upon a treaty shall be decided by a majority vote, 
except a motion to postpone indefinitely, which shall be decided by a vote 
of two-thirds. 

When nominations shall be made by the President of the United States 
to the Senate, they shall, unless otherwise ordered, be referred to ap
propriate committees; and the final question on every nomination shall 
be, .. Will the Senate advise and consent to this nomination? " Which 
question shall not be put on the same day on which the nomination is 
received, nor on the day on which it may be reported by a committee, 
unless by unanimous consent. 

All information communicated or remarks made by a senator, when 
acting upon nominations, concerning the character or qualifications of 
the person nominated, also all votes upon any nomination, shall be kept 
secret. If, however, charges shall be made against a person nominated, 
the committee may, in its discretion, notify such nominee thereof, but 
the name of the person making such charges shall not be disclosed. The 
fact that a nomination has been made, or that it has been confirmed or 
rejected, shall not be regarded as a secret. 
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NOTE (A) TO CHAPTER XVI 

PRIVATI!: BILLS 

X. England a broad distinction is drawn between public bills and local 
or private bills. The former class includes measures of general applica.
tion, altering or adding to the general law of the land. The latter includes 
measures Intended to apply only to some particular place or person, as for 
instance, bills incorporating railway or gas or water companies or extend
ing the powers of such bodies, bills authorizing municipalities to execute 
public improvements, 88 well as estate bills, bills relating to charitable 
fonndations, and (for Ireland) divorce bills.l Bills of the local and per
sonal class have for many years past been treated differently from pubhc 
bills. They are brought in, as it is expressed, on petition, and not on 
motion. Notice is required to be given of such a bill by advertisement 
nearly three months before the usual date of the meeting of Parliament, 
and copies must be deposited some weeks before the opening of the ses
aion. The second reading is usually granted as a matter of course; and 
after second reading, instead of being, like a public bill, considered in 
committee of the whole House, It goes (if opposed) to a private bill com
mittee consisting (usually) of four members, who take evidence regard
ing it from the promoters and opponents, and hear counsel argue for and 
against its preamble and its clauses. In fact, the proceedings on private 
bills are to some extent of a judicial nature, although of course the com
mittee must have regard to considerations of policy. 

Pecuniary claims against the Government are in England not raised by 
way of private bill. They are presented in the courts by a proceeding 
called a petition of right, the Crown allowing itself to be sued by one of 
lte subjects. 

In America no BUch difference of treatment as the above exists between 
public and private bills; all are dealt with in substantially the same way 
by the ·usual legislative methods. A bill of a purely local or personal 
nature gets Its second reading as a matter of course, like a bill of general 
application, is similarly referred to the appropriate committee (which may 
hear evidence regarding it, but does not hear counsel), is considered and 
if necessary amended by the committee, is, if time permits, reported back 
to the House, and there takes Its chance among the jostling crowd of 
other bills, Fridays, however, being specially set apart for the considera
tion of private business. There is a calendar of private bills, and those 
which get a place early upon it have a chance of passing. A great many 
are unopposed, and can be hurried through by .. unanimous consent." 

Private bills are in Congress even more multifarious in their contente, 

1 The official distinctioD In the yearly editioDs of the Statutes is into Puhlic 
General Acta, Puhllc Acte of a local character (which include Provisional 
Order Acts and Local Acts), and Private Acts. But in ordinary speech, those 
measures which are brought In at the Instance of partiCular persons for a local 
purpoee are called private.· . 
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as well as incomparably more numerous, than in England, although they 
do not include the vast mass of bills for the creation or regulation of vari
ous public undertakings within a particular State, since these would fall 
within the province of the State legislature. They include three classes 
practically unknown in England, pension bills, which propose to grant a 
pension to some person (usually a soldier or his widow), bills for satisfy
ing some claim of an individual against the Federal Government, and 
bills for dispensing in particular cases with a variety of administrative 
statutes. Matters which in England would be naturally left to be dealt 
with at the discretion of the executive are thus assumed by the legisla
ture, which is (for reasons that will appear in later chapters) more anx
ious to narrow the sphere of the executive than are the ruling legislatures 
of European countries. I subjoin from the private bills of the session of 
1880-81 some instances showing how wide is the range of congressional 
interference. 

IN THE HouSB 011' RBPRBSBNTATIVES 

Read twice, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Murch introduced the following bill :-

A BILL 

For the relief of James E. Gott. 
Be it enacted 

1 By the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
2 United States of America in Cong,·ess Assembled. 
3 Thatrthe Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
4 Authorized and directed to increase the pension of James E. 
6 Gott, late a member of Company A, Fourteenth Regiment, 
6 Maine Volunteers, to twenty-four dollars per month. 

Read twice, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to 
be printed. 

A BILL 

For the relief of the heirs of George W. Hayes. 
Be it enacted, 
That the proper accounting officer of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 

directed to pay to the heirs of George W. Hayes, of North Carolina, the 
sum of four hundred and fifty dollars, for three mules furnished the 
United States Army in eighteen hundred and sixty-four, for which they 
hold proper vouchers. 

Read twice, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

A BILL 

For the relief of Thomas G. Corhin. 
Be it enacted, etc. 
That the President of the United States be, and is hereby,anthorized 

to restore Thomas G. Corbin, now a captain on the retired list oftha 
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Navy, to the active list, and to take rank next after Commodore J. W. 
A. NicholsoD, with restitution, from December twelfth, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-three, of the difference of pay between that of a commodore 
on the active list, on "waiting orders .. pay, and that of a captain retired 
on half-pay, to be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Read twice, referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Robinson introduced the following joint resolution,-

JODIT RBSOLUTIOK 

Authorizing the remission or refunding of duty on a painted-glass window 
from London, England, for All Souls' Church, in Washington, Dis
trict of Columbia. 

Buo/lled bll the 8enau and House of BeprtBentatitlu of the United 
Statu of America in CongruB AsBembled. 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed to remit or refund, as the case may be, the duties paid or 
accruing npon a painted-glass window from London, England, for All 
Souls' Church, in Washington, District of Columbia, imported, or to be 
Imported into Baltimore, Maryland, or other port. 

NOTE (B) TO CJLU>TEB XVI 

'!'BB LOBBY 

.. TaB Lobby" Ia the name given in America to persOIlll, not being 
membem of a legislature, who undertake to intluenee its members, and 
thereby to aeoure the passing of billa. The term includes both those who, 
Binee they hang about the chamber, and make a regular profession of 
working upon members, are called "lobbyists," and those persons who 
on any particular occaRion may come up to advocate, by argument or 
solicitation, any particular measure in which they happen to be interested. 
The name, therefore, does not necessarily impute any improper motive or 
conduct, though It Ia commonly used in what Bentham calla a dyslogistic 
sense. 

The causes which have produced lobbying are easily explained. Every 
legislative body has wide powers of affecting the interests and fortunes of 
private Individuals, both for good and for evil. It entertains in every 
aeeaion some public billa, and of conrae many inore private (i.e. local or 
personal) billa, which individuala are interested in supporting or resist
Ing. Such, for Instance, are public bills imposing customs duties or regu
lating the manufacture or sale of particular articles (e. g. intoxicants, ex
plosives), and private billa establishing railroad or other companies, or 
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granting public franchises, or (in State legislatures) altering the areas of 
local government, or varying the taxing or borrowing powers of munici
palities. "When such bills are before a legislature, the promoters and the 
opponents naturally seek to represent their respective views, and to en
force them upon the members with whom the decision rests. So far there 
is nothing wrong, for advocacy of'this kind is needed in order to bring 
the facts fairly before the legislature. 

Now both in America and in England it has been found necessary, 
owing to the multitude of bills and the difficulty of disc,ussing them in a 
large body, to refer private bills to committees for investigation; and the 
legislature has in both countries formed the habit of accepting generally, 
though not invariably, the decisions of a committee upon the bills it has 
dealt with. America has, however, gone farther than England, for Con
gress refers all public bills as well as private bills to committees. And 
whereas in England private bills are dealt with by a semi-judicial proce
dure, the promoters and opponents appearing by professional agents and, 
barristers, in America no such procedure has been created, either in Con
gress or in the State legislatures,and private bills are handled much like 
public ones. Moreover, the range of private bills is wider in America 
than in England, in respect that they are used to obtain the satisfaction 
of claims by private persons against the Government, (although there 
exists a Federal Court of Claims, and .in some States the State permits 
itself to be sued) whereas in England such claims would either be brought 
before a law-court in the form of a Petition of Right, or, though this rarely 
happens, be urged upon the executive by a motion made in Parliament. 

We see, therefore, that in the United States-
All business goes before committees, not only private bills but public 

bills, often involving great pecuniary interests. 
To give a bill a fair chance of passing, the committee must be induced 

to report in favour of it. 
The committees have no quasi-judicial rules of procedure, but inquire 

into and amend bills in their uncontrolled discretion, upon such evidence 
or other statements as they choose to admit or use. 

Bills are advocated before committees by persons not belonging to any 
recognized and legally regulated body. 

The committees, both in the State legislatures and in the Federal 
House of Representatives, are largely composed of new men, unused to 
the exercise of the powers entrusted to them. 

It results from the foregoing state of facts that the efforts of the promoters 
and opponents of a bill will be concentrated upon the committee to which 
the bill has been referred; and that when the interests affected,are large 
it will be worth while to employ every possible engine of intluence. Such 
intluence can be better applied by those who have skill and a tact matured 
by experience; for it is no easy matter to know how to handle a com. 
mittee collectively and its members individually. Accordingly. a class of 
persons springs up whose profession it is to intluence committees for or 
against bills. There is nothing necessarily illegitimate in doing so. As 
Mr. Spofford remarks: -
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.. What Is kDown as 10bbyiDg by DO meaDS implies in all cases the use 
of mODey to affect legislatioD. This corruptioD Is frequeDtly wholly 
abseDt in cases where the lobby Is most industrious, Dumerous, persisteDt, 
and lIuccessful. A measure which it Is desired to pass into law, for the 
beDefit of certain iDterests represeDted, may be urged UPOD members of 
the legislative body in every form of infIueDce except the pecuniary ODe. 
By casual iDterviews, by informal cODversatioD, by formal preseDtatioD 
of facts and argumeDts, by printed appeals in pamphlet form, by Dews
paper communications and leadiDg articles, by persoDal introductioDs 
from or through men of supposed influence, by diDners, receptioDs, and 
other eDtertaiDmeDts, by the arts of social life aDd the charms of femi
Dine attractioD, the public man Is beset to look favourably UPOD the 
measure which interested parties seek to have eDacted. It cODtiDually 
happens that Dew measures or modificatioDs of old ODes are agitated in 
which vast pecuniary iDterests are involved. The power of the law, 
which when faithfully administered is supreme, may make or uDmake 
the fortuDes of inDumerable corporatioDs, business firms, or individuals. 
Changes in the tari1J duties, in the interDal reveDue taxes, iD the baDk. 
ing system, in the miDing statutes, in the land laws, iD the exteDsioD of 
pateDts, iD the iDcrease of peDsions, in the regulation of mail COD tracts, in 
the curreDcy of the COUDtry, or proposed appropriations for steamship 
lIubsidies, for railway legislation, for war damages, and for experimeDts 
in multitudes of other fields of legislation equally or more impOrtaDt, 
come before CODgre811. It Is inevitable that each class of interests 
liable to be affected should seek its own advaDtage in the result. When 
this Is dODe legitimately, by presentatioD aDd proof of facts, by testi
mODY, by arguments, by priDted or persoDal appeals to the reaSOD aDd 
aense of justice of members, there can be DO objectioD to it. '! 1 

Just as a plaintiff in a lawsuit may properly employ aD attorney and 
barrister, so a promoter may properly employ a lobbyist. But tbere is 
plainly a risk of abuse. In legal proceediDgs, the judge and jury are 
bouDd to take nothing into account except the law aDd the facts proved 
iD evideDce. It would be an obvious breach of duty should a iudge 
decide in favour of a plaintiff because he had diDed with or beeD impor
tUDed by him (as in the parable), or received £60 from him. The judge 
Is surrounded by the aafeguards, not oDly of habit but of opinioD, which 
would condemn his coDduct aDd cut short his career were he to yield to 
any private motive. The attorney aDd barrister are each of them also 
members of a recognized profession, aDd would forfeit its privileges were 
they to be detected iD the attempt to employ uDderhand infiueDce. No 
such safeguards 8urroDnd either the member of a committes or the lob
byist. The former nsually comes out of obscurity, and returns to it j the 
latter does not beloDg to any disciplined profession. Moreover, the ques
tions which the committes has to decide are not questions of law, nor 
always questioD. of fact, but largely questioDs of policy, on which rea.
sonable meD need not agree, aDd as to which it Is of teD impossible to Ray 

1 Mr. A. R. Spofford (Librarian of Congress) in .American Cllcloptledia oj 
Political BcURU. Article" Lobby." 
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that there is a palpably right view or wrong view, because the determin
ing considerations will be estimated differently by different minds. 

These dangers in the system of private bill legislation made themselves 
so manifest in England, especially during the great era of railway con
struction some fifty years ago, as to have led to the adoption of the 
quasi-judicial procedure described in the Note on Private Bills, and to 
the erection of parliamentary agents into a regularly constituted profes
sion, bound by professional rules. Public gpinion has fortunately estab
lished the doctrine that each member of a private bill committee is to 
be considered as a quasi-judicial person, whose vote neither a brother 
member nor any outsider may attempt to influence, but who is bound to 
decide, as far as he can, in a judicial spirit on the footing of the evi
dence tendered. Of course practice is not up to the level of theory in 
Parliament any more than elsewhere; still there is little solicitation to 
members of committees, arid an almost complete absence of even the sus
picion of corruption . 

.. In the United States," says an experienced American publicist, 
whose opinion I have inquired, .. though lobbying is perfectly legitimate 
in theory, yet the secrecy and want of personal responsibility, the con
fusion and want of system in the committees, make it rapidly degenerate 
into a process of intrigue, and fall into the hands of the worst men. It is 
so disagreeable and humiliating that all men shrink from it, unless those 
who are stimulated by direct personal interest; and these soon throw 
away all scruples. The most dangerous men are ex-members, who know 
how things are to be managed. " 

That this unfavourable view is the prevailing one, appears not merely 
from what one hears in society or reads in the' newspapers, though in 
America one .must discount a great deal of what rumour asserts regard
ing illicit influence, but fro~ the constitutions and statutes of some States, 
which endeavour to repress it. 

What has been said above applies equally to Congress and to the 
State legislatures, and to some extent also to the municipal councils of 
the great cities. .All legislative bodies which control important pecuni
ary interests are as sure to have a lobby as an army to have its camp
followers. Where the body is, there will the vultures be gathered 
together_ Great and wealthy States, like New York and Pennsylvania, 
support the largest and most active lobbies. It must, however, be remem
bered that although no man of good position would like to be called a 
lobbyist, still such m,en are often obliged to do the work of lobbying
i.e. they must dance attendance on a committee, and endeavour to influ
ence its members for the sake of getting their measure through. They 
may have to do this in the interests of the good government of a city, or 
the reform of a charity, no less than for some private end. 

The permanent professional staff of lobbyists at Washington is of course 
from time to time recruited by persons interested in some particular en
terprise, who combine with one, two, or more professionals in trying to 
push it through. Thus there are at Washington, says Mr. Spofford, 
.. pension lobbyists, tariff lobbyists, steamship subsidy lobbyists, railway 
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lobbyists, Indian ring lobbyists, patent lobbyists, river and harbour 
lobbyists, mining lobbyists, bank lobbyists, mail-contract lobbyists, war 
damages lobbyists, back-pay and bounty lobbyists, Isthmus canal lobby
ists, public building lobbyists, State claims lobbyists, cotton-tax lobbyists, 
and French spoliations lobbyists. Of the office-seeking lobbyists at 
Washington it may be said that their name is legion. There are even 
artist lobbyists, bent upon wheedling Congress into buying bad paintings 
and worse sculptures; and too frequently with success. At times in our 
history tbere has been a British lobby, with the most genteel accompani
ments, devoted to watching legislation affecting the great importing and 
shipping interests." 

A committee whose action can affect the tariff is of course surrounded 
by a strong lobby.l I remember to have heard an anecdote of a quinine 
manufacturer, who had kept a lawyer as his agent to "look after" a 
committee during a whole session, and prevent them from toUChing the 
duty on that -drug. On the last day of sitting the agent went home, 
thinking the danger past. As soon as he had gone, the committee sud
denly recommended an alteration of the duty, on the impulse of some 
one who had been watching all the time for his opportunity. 

Women are said to be among the most active and successful lobbyists 
at Washington. 

Efforts have been made to check the practice of lobbying, both in 
Congre88 and in State legislatures. Statutes have been passed severely 
punishing any person who offers any money or value to any member 
with a view to in1luence his vote.'1 It has been repeatedly held by the 
courts that" contracts which have for their object to influence legislation 
in any other manner than by such open and public presentation of facts, 
arguments, and appeals to reason, as are recognized as proper and legit
Imate with all public bodies, must be held void. "8 It has also been 

1 The phrase one often hean .. there was a strong lobby" (i.e. for or against 
Inch and soch a bill) denotes that the interests and influences represented were 
nnmerou. and powerful. 

II Ae to Congre88, see t M.'5O of Revised Statntes of the United States. The 
provisions of State Statutes are too nnmerous to mention. See p. 462. Massa
chusetts hal recently endeavoured by Statnte to regulate her State lobby, 
with what suoo811 seems still donbtful • 

• Cooley, Comtit. Limit., p. 166. He refers to the observations of Justice 
Chapman, in Fro.t v. Belmonl, 6 Allen, 1112:-

.. Though Committees properly dispense with many of the rules which reg
nlate hearings before judicial tribunals, yet common fairness requires that 
neither party shall be permitted to have secret consultations and exercise 
secret Intiuencee that are kept from the knowledge of the other party. The 
bUlinese of 'lobby members' il not to go fairly and openly before the commit
tess and present atatements, proofs, and arguments, that the otber side has an 
opportunity to meet and refute If they are wrong, but to go secretly to the 
members and ply them with statements and argumente that the other side 
cannot openly meet, however erroneous they may be, an~ to bring illegitimate 
Influences to bear npon them. U the 'lobby member' IS selected because of 
hIa political or personal influence, it aggravates the wrong_ U his business is 
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suggested that a regular' body of attorneys, authorized to act as agents 
before committees of Congress, should be created. A bill for this pur
pose was laid before the Senate in" January 1876. 

NOTE TO CHAPTER xxvn 
THE FEDERAL SYSTEM OF THE ENGLISH UNIVERSITIES 

THE structure of the American Federation may be illustrated by a 
federal system familiar to many Englishmen from its existence in the 
two ancient universities of Oxford and Cambridge, as they stood" consti
tuted twenty-five years ago. The analogy, which recent legislation has 
rendered less perfect to-day than it was then, appears in four points. 

I. Each of these universities was then for some purposes a federation 
"of colleges. Every member of it was also a member of some college or 
hall; 1 as no one can be an active citizen of the United States who is not a 
citizen of some State. The colleges made up the university as the States 
make up the Union. But the university was and is something distinct 
from the colleges taken together. It has a sphere of its own, laws of its 
own, a government of its own, a revenue and budget of its own. So has 
each of the colleges. Each member has two patriotisms, that of his 
college, that of the university; just as each American citizen has his 
State patriotism as well as his national patriotism. 

ll. The university has a direct and immediate jurisdiction over every 
one of its members, distinct from the jurisdiction exercised by the 
colleges over the same persons. An offender may be punished for certain 
offences by a university tribunal, for certain others by a college tribunal, 
for some by both tribunals. So every citizen lives under the jurisdic
tion of the Union as well as under that of his State. 

to uuite various interests by means of projects that are called 'log-rolling,' it 
is still worse. The practice of procuring members of the legislature to act 
under the influence of what they have eaten and drunk at houses of entertain
ment tends to render those who yield to such influences wholly un1i.t to act in 
such cases. .. ' 

1 By a recent statute of the University of Oxford (which I take for the sake 
of simplicity), reverting to its earlier constitution before the college monopoly 
had been establiShed, persons have been admitted to be members who are 
not members of any college or hall; they are, however, treated for some 
purposes as collectively constituting a community similar to a college. They 
might be compared to United States citizens resident in the Territories, were 
it not that the citizen in a Territory enjoys no share in the national govern
ment, whereas the Oxford non-collegiate graduate can vote in Convocation 
and Congregation and for the election of members of Council. 

There is of course this remarkable difference between the two cases I am 
comparing, that in the English universities the university is older than the 
colleges, whereas in America the States are older than the nation. The 
federal character of Oxford dates only from the time of Archbishop Laud. 
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ilL The governing authorities of the university are created partly by 
&he direct action of its members as graduates, partly by that of the 
colleges &8 communities. So in America Congress is created partly by 
&he citizena &8 citizens, partly by &he States as communities. Before the 
reforms of IBM the part played by the colleges was much greater than it 
is now, because &he Council, which is a sort of Upper House of the 
university legislature, consisted entirely of heads of colleges. 

IV. The university has very little authority over the colleges as corpo
rations, and indeed scarcely comes in contact with them all. Under a 
recent statute they are obliged to make certain contributions to the 
university, and to send a copy of their accounts to a university office. But 
they are self-governing j the university cannot interfere with their inter
nal management, nor with the exercise of their jurisdiction over their mem
bers, which is their own and not delegated by it. So the States exercise 
an original and not a delegated authority over their citizens, and cannot 
be controlled by the national government in respect of all those numer-
008 matters &8 to which the Constitution leaves them free. 

NOTE (A) TO CHAPI'ER XXX 

COIIBTITUTIOW O. Ta. COnaDalU.TB ITA-Tas, 1861~5 

TIIB Constitution adopted 11th March 1861 by the Slave States which 
IIeCeded from the Union and formed the short-lived Southern Confederacy, 
W&8 a reproduction of the Federal Constitution of 1788-89, with certain 
Y&riation8 intereatiog because they show the points in which the States' 
Rights party thought the Federal Constitution defective as inadequately 
safeguarding the rights of the several States, and because they embody 
certain other changes which hal'S often been advocated as likely to im
prove the working of that instrument. 

The most important of these variations are the following:-

Art. L f 2. A provision Ia loaerted permitting the impeachment of a Federal 
officer acting within the limits of any State by a vote of twl>-tbinis of the 
legislature thereof. 

Art. L f II. There Ia added: .. Congreas may by law grant to the principal 
oftlcer 10 each of the execntive departments, a seat npon the floor of either 
HoWIII. with the privilege of diac088ing any measure appertaining to his 
department." 

Art. L f T. The President Ia permitted to veto any particu1ar item or items 
10 an appropriation bill. 

An.. I. t 8. The impoeition of protective dnties and the granting of bonnties 
OIl Ind08trY are forbiddeJl. and the granting of money for internal improv&-
ments i8strictly limited.. . 

Art. I. t 9. Congreaa 18 forbidden to appropriate money from the Treasury. 
eDl8pt by a vote of two-thirda of both H0DB:"'" unless it be asked by the h~ 
of & depertmeDt and 8nbmitted by the President, or be for the payment of Ita 
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own expenses, or of claims against the Confederacy declared by a judicial 
tribunal to be just. 

Art. ii. § 1. The President and Vice-President are to be elected for six 
years, and the President is not to be re-eligible. 

Art. ii. § 2. The President is given power to remove the highest officials at 
his pleasure, and others for good cause, reporting the removals to the Senate. 

Art. v. The process for amending the Constitution is to be by a Convention 
of all the States, followed by the ratification of two-thirds of the States. 

Of these changes, the third and fifth .were obvious improvements; and 
much may be said in favour of the second, seventh, and eighth. The 
second was a slight approximation towards the Cabinet system of 
England,l 

I omit the important changes relating to slavery, which was fully pro
tected, because these have only a historical interest. 

The working of the Constitution of the Confederate States cannot be 
fairly judged, because it was conducted under'the exigencies of a war, 
which necessarily gave it a despotic turn. The executive practically got 
its way. Congress usually sat in secret and "did little beyond register 
laws prepared by the executive, and debate resolutions for the vigorous 
conduct of the war. Outside of the ordinary powers conferred by the 
legislature, the war powers openly or practically exercised by the execu
tive were more sweeping and general than those assumed by President 
Lincoln." -( Alexander Johnston in .American (Jyclopllldia of Political 
Science, Art. " Confederate States.") 

NOTE (B) TO CHAPTER XXX 

THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION OF CANADA 

THE Federal Constitution of the Dominion of Canada is containeu III 
the British North America Act 1867, a statute of the British Parliament 
(30 Vict. c. 3).2 I note a few of the many points in which it deserves to 
be compared with that of the United States. 

The Federal or Dominion Government is conducted on the so-called 
·.~Cabinet system" of England, i.e. the Ministry sit in Parliament, and 

I A singular combination of the Presidential with the Cabinet system may 
be found in the present Constitntion of the Hawaiian kingdom, promulgated 
7th July 1887. Framed under the influence of American traditions, it keeps 
the Cabinet, which consists of fonr ministers, out of the legislature, but having 
an irresponsible hereditary monarch, it is obliged to /tive the legislature the 
power of dismissing them by a vote of want of confidence. The legislatnre 
consists of two sets of elective members, Nobles (unpaid), and Representatives 
(paid), who sit and vote together. Two snccessive legislatures can alter the 
Constitution by certain prescribed majorities: the Constitution is therefore a 
Rigid one. 

I See also M & 35 Vict. Co 28, and 49 and 50 Viet. c. 35. 
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hold of\ice a' the pleasure of the House of Commons. The Govemor
General is In the poeition of an irresponsible and permanent executive 
similar to that of the Crown in Great Britain, acting on the advice of 
reepousible ministers. He can dissolve Parliament. The Upper House or 
Senate ill composed of 78 persous, nominated for life by the Govemor
General, i.e. the Ministry. The House of Commous has at present 210' 
members, who are elected for five years. Both senators and members 
receive ealaries. The Senate has very little power or Influence. The 
Governor-General haa a veto but. rarely exercises it, and may reserve a 
bill for the Queen'a pleasure. The judges, not only of the Federal or 
Dominion Courts, but also of the Provinces, are appointed by the Crown, 
i.e. by the Dominion Ministry, and hold for good behaviour. 

Each of the Provinces, at present seven In number, haa a legislature of 
ita own, which, however, cousists In Ontario, British Columbia, Manitoba, 
and New Brunswick, of one House only, and a Lieutenant-Govemor, ap
pointed by the Dominion Government, with a right of veto on the acts of 
the legislature, which he seldom exercises. Members of the Dominion 
Parliament cannot ait in a Provincial legislature. 

The Governor-General haa a right of dieallowing acts of a Provincial 
legislature, and sometimes exerts it, especially when a legislature is 
deemed to have exceeded its coustitutional competenCe. 

In each of the Provinces there is a reeponsible Ministry, working on 
the Cabinet system of England, the Lieutenant-Govemor representing the 
Crown and acting as a sort of constitutional sovereign. 

The distribution of matters within the competence of the Dominion 
Parliament and of the Provinciallegislaturea respectively, bears a general 
resemblance to that existing In the United States; but there is this 
remarkable distinction, that whereas In the United States, Congress haa 
only the powers actually granted to it, the State legislatures retaining all 
such powers as have not been taken from them, the Dominion Parliament 
has a general power of legislation, restricted only by the grant of certain 
8pecific and exclusive powers to the Provincial legislaturea (§§ 91-95). 
Criminal law is reserved for the Dominion Parliament; and no province 
haa the right to maintain a military force. Questions as to the constitG
tionality of a statute, whether of the Dominion Parliament or of aProvin
cial legislature, come before the courts In the ordinary way. and if appealed, 
before the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in England. 

The Coustitution of the Dominion was never submitted to popular vote, 
and can be altered only by the British Parliament, except as regards cer· 
tain points left to its own legislature. It was drafted by a sort of conven
tion In Canada, and enacted ell bloc by the British Parliament. There 
exists no power of amending the Provincial constitutious by popular vote 
similar to that which the people of the several States exercise In the United 
Statee. 
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NOTE TO CHAPTER XXXIII 

THE DARTlIlOUTH COLLEGB CASB 

THE famons case of Dartrllouth College v. Woodward (4 Wheat. 518) 
decided in 1818, has been so often brought up in European discussions, 
that it seems proper to give a short account of it, taken from an authori
tative source, an address by the late Mr. Justice Miller (then senior justice, 
and one of the most eminent members, of the Supreme court). delivered 
before the University of Michigan. June 1887 • 

.. It may well be doubted whether auy decision ever delivered by any 
court has had such a pervading oper~tion and influence in controlling legis
lation as this. It is founded upon the clause of the Constitution (Art. i 
§ 10) which declares that no State shall make any law impairin~ the obli
gation of contracts . 

.. Dartmouth College eristed as a corporation under a charter granted 
by the British crown to its trustees in New Hampshire, in the year 1769. 
This charter conferred upon them the entire governing power of the col
le.,ae, and among other powers that of filling up all vacancies occurring in 
tbeir own body, and of removing and appointing tutors. It also declared 
that the number of trustees should for ever consist of twelve and no more . 

.. After the Revolution, the legislature of New Hampshire passed a law 
to amend the charter, to improve and enlarge the corporation. It increased 
the number of trustees to twenty-one. gave the appointment of the addi
tional members to the execntive of the State, and created a board of over
seers to consist of twenty-five persons, of whom twenty-one were also to 
be appointed by tbe executive of New Hampshire. These overseers had 
power to inspect and control the most important acts of the trustees . 

.. The Supreme court, reversing the decision of the Superior court of 
New Hampshire, held that the original charter constituted a contract 
between the croWn, in whom the power was then vested and the trustees 
of the college, which was impaired by the act of the legislature above 
referred to. The opinion, to which there was but one dissent, establishes 
the doctrine that the act of a government, whether it be by a charter of 
the legislature or of the crown, which creates a corporation, is a contract 
between the state and the corporation, and that all the essential franchises, 
powers, and benefits conferred upon the corporation by the charter become, 
when accepted by it, contracts within the meaning of the clause of the 
Constitution referred to. 

U The opinion has been of late years much criticised, as including with 
the class of contracts whose foundation is in the legislative action of the 
States, many which were not properly intended to be so included by the 
framers of the Constitution, and it is undoubtedly true that the Supreme 
court itself has been compelled of late years to insist in this class of cases 
upon the existence of an actual contract by the State with the corpora
tion, when relief is sought a."aainst subsequent legislation . 

.. The main feature of the case, namely that a State can make a con-
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tract by legislation, as well as in any other way, and that in no such case 
eha.ll a subsequent act of the legislature interpose any effectual barrier to 
ita enforcement, where it is enforceable in the ordinary courts of justice, 
baa rema.ined. The result of this principle has been to make void in
numerable acta of State legislatures, intended in times of disastrous finan
cial depression and suffering to protect the people from the hardships of a 
rigid and prompt enforcement of the law in regal'll to their contracts, and 
to prevent the States from repea.ling, abrogating, or avoiding by legisla
tion contracts fairly entered into with other parties. 

"This decision has stood from the day it was made to the present hour 
&8 a great bulwark against popular effort through State legislation to evade 
the payment of just debta, the performance of obligatory contracta, and 
the general repudiation of the rights of creditors." 

As here intimated, the broad doctrine laid down in this case has 'been 
of late years considerably qualified and restricted. It has also become 
the practice for States making contracts by granta to which the principle 
of this decision could apply, to reserve power to vary or annul them, 80 
&8 to leave the hands of the State free. 

NOTE TO CHAPTER XLIX 

.sj1ectme... oj ProtriIio... in State Constitution. limiting the tazing and 
bOfToVling pOtIJer. 0/ Btate LegiBlatures alid local authorities 

ARKANSAS: CONSTITUTION Olr 1874 

ARTIcLa XVL Section 1. Neither the State nor any city, county, 
town, or other municipality in this State shall ever loan its credit for any 
purpose whatever. Nor shall any county, city, town, or other municipal
Ity ever issue any Interest 1!earing evidences of indebtedness, except such 
bonds as may be authorized by law to provide for and secure the payment 
of the present existing Indebtedne88, and the State shall never issue any 
interest-bearing treasury warrants or scrip. 

Section 7. No city, town, or other municipal corporation other than 
provided for In this article, shall levy or collect a larger rate of taxation 
in anyone year on the property thereof than one-half of one per centum 
of the value of such property as &Bsessed for State taxation during the 
preceding year. . 

COLORADO: COIfSTITUTIOIf Olr 1876 

ARTIeLa XI. Section 7. No debt by loan in any form shall be con
tracted by any school district for the purpose of erecting and furnishing 
school buildings or purchasing grounds, unless the proposition to create 
such debt sba.ll first be submitted to such qualified electors of the districts 
&8 Iha.ll have paid a school ton therein in the year next preceding such 
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election, a~d a majority of those voting thereon shall vote in faVOllJ." of 
incurring such debt. 

Section 8. No city or town shall contract any debt by loan in any 
form, except by means of an ordinance, which shall be irrepealable until 
the indebtedness therein provided for shall have been fully paid or dis
charged, specifying the purposes to which the funds to be raised shall be 
applied, and providing for the levy of a tax, not exceeding twelve mills 
on each dollar of valuation of taxable property within such city or town, 
sufficient to pay the annual interest and extinguish the principal of such 
debt within fifteen, but not less than ten years from the creation thereof; 
and such tax, when collected, shall be applied only to the purposes in 
such ordinance specified until the indebtedness shall be paid or dis
charged; but no such debt shall be created unless the question of incur
ring the same shall, at a regular election for councilmen, aldermen, or 
officers of such city or ·town, be submitted to a vote of such qualified 
electors thereof as shall, in the' year next preceding,. have paid a property
tax therein, and a majority of those voting on the question, by ballot 
deposited in a separate ballot box, shall vote in favour of creating such 
debt; but the aggregate amount of debt so created, together with the 
debt existing at the time of such election, shall not at any time exceed 
three per cent of the valuation last aforesaid. Debts contracted for 
supplying water to such city or town are excepted from the operation of 
this section. 

ILLINOIS: CONSTITUTION OJ!' 1870 

ARTICLE IX. Section 8. County authorities shall never assess taxes, 
the aggregates of which shall exceed seventy·five cents per one bundred 
dollars valuation, except for the payment of indebtedness existing at the 
adoption of this Constitution, unless authorized by a vote of the people 
of the county. 

Section 12. No county, city, township, school district, or other muni
cipal corporation shall be allowed to become indebted in any manner or 
for any purpose to an amonnt, including existing indebtedness, in the 
aggregate exceeding five per centum on the value of the taxable property 
therein, to be ascertained by the last assessment for the State and county 
taxes previous to the incurring of such indebtedness. 

Any county, city, school district, or other municipal corporation in
curring any indebtedness as aforesaid, shall, before or at the time of 
doing so, provide for the collection of a direct annual tax .sufficient to 
pay the interest on such debt as it falls due, and also to pay and discharge 
the principal thereof within twenty years from the time of contracting the 
same. 

CALIFORNIA: CONSTITUTION of 1879 

ARTICLE XI. Section 18. No county, city, town, township, Board of 
Education, or school district shall inCll1" any indebtedness or liability in 
any manner, or for any purpose, exceeding in any year the income and 
revenue provided for it for such year, without the assent of two-thirds of 
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the qualified electors thereof, voting at an election to be held for that pur
poIIe, nor unless, before or at the time of incurring such indebtedness, 
provision shall be made for the collection of an annual tax sufficient to 
pay the interest on such indebtedneas as it falls due, and also to consti
mte a sinking fund for the payment of the principal thereof within twenty 
years from the time of contracting the eame. Any indebtedneas or lia.
bility incnrred contrary to this provision ahall be void. 

NEW YORK: COlfBTJTUTIOIUL AKZlfDJlBIfT 01 1884 
(to Art.. viii. § 11 of Constitution of 1846) 

No eonnty containing a city of over one hundred thousand inhabitants, 
or any such city, shall be allowed to become indebted for any purpose or 
in any manner ~ an amount which. including existing indebtedness, 
shall exceed ten per centum of the assessed valuation of the real estate of 
such eonnty or city subject to taxation. 

The amonnt hereafter to be raised by tax for county or city purposes 
In any county containing a city of over one hundred thousand inhabitants, 
or any such city of this State, in addition to providing for the principal 
and interest of existing debt, 8hall not in the aggregate exceed in anyone 
year two per centum of the _ed valuation of the real personal estate 
of anch eonnty or city. 

VOL. I IV 



ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION, 1781-1188 

Artidu of ConfederatioA aRd Perpetval Unioll betUlUil tM States of NetI1 
Hampshire, Massad&UlJdts Bay, B1wde IslaRd and Prrn:UkJJ£tl Plall-
1atioIIs, COlilleCticut, NetI1 York, NetI1 Jersey, PeRnsylooNia, Dela
ware, Maryland, Virgillia, NortA Carolina, South CaroliJla, aRd 
Georgia. 

ARTICLB L The style of this confederacy sh&ll be, .. The United States 
of America." 

ART. IL Each State retains its sovereignty, freedom. and indepen
dence, and every power, jurisdiction, and right, which is not by this con
federation expressly delegated to the United States in Congress assembled. 

ART. llL The said States hereby severally enter into a firm lea.,"Ue of 
friendship with each other, for their common defence, the security of 
their liberties, and their mutual and general welfare, binding themselves 
to assist each other against all foree ofiered to, or attacks made upon 
them, or any of them, on account of religion, sovereignty, trade, or any 
other pretence whatever. 

ART. IV. The better to secure and perpetuate mutnal friendship and 
intercourse among the people of the different 'f;tates in this Union, the 
free inhabitants of each of these States, paupers, vagabonds, and fugitives 
from justice excepted, sh&ll be entitled to all privileges and immunities of 
free citizens in the several States; and the people of each State shall have 
free ingress and regress to and from any other State, and shall enjoy therein 
all the privileges of trade and commerce, subject to the same duties, 
impositions, and restrictions, as the inhabitants thereof respectively; pro
vided that such restrictions shall not extend so far as to prevent the 
removal of property imported into any State, to any other State of which 
the owner is an inhabitant; provided, also, that no imposition, duties, "r 
restriction, shall be laid by any State on the property of the United State.., 
or either of them. 

H any person guilty of, or charged with, treason, felony, or other high 
misdemeanour in any State, sh&ll flee from justice, and be found in any 
of the United States, he shall, upon demand of the governor or executive 
power of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, and removed to 
the State having jurisdiction of his offence. 

Full faith and credit sh&ll be given, in each of these States, to the 
lIIIO 
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records, acts, and judicial proceedings of the courts and magistrates of 
every other State. 

ART. V. For the more convenient management of the general inter. 
ests of the United States, delegates shall be annually appointed in such 
manner as the legislature of each State shall direct, to meet in Congress 
on the first Monday in November, in every year, with a power reserved 
to each State to recall its delegates, or any of them, at any time within 
the year, and to send others in their stead for the remainder of the year. 

No State shall be represented in Congress by less than two, nor by 
more than seven members; and no person shall be capable of being a 
delegate for more than three years, in any term of six years; nor shall 
any person, being a delegate, be capable of holding any office under the 
United States, for which he, or another for his benefit, receives any salary, 
fees, or emolument of any kind. 

Each State shall maintain its own delegates in any meeting of the 
States, and while they act as members of the committee of the States. 

In determining questions in the United States, in Congress assembled, 
each State shall have one vote. 

Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall not be impeached or 
questioned in any court or place out of Congress; and the members of 
Congress shall be protected in their persons from arrests and imprison
ments during the time of their going to and from, and attendance on 
Congress, except for treason, felony, or breach of the peace. 

AaT. VI. No State, without ~e consent of the United States, in 
Congress assembled, shall send any embassy to, or receive any embassy 
from, or enter into any conference, agreement, alliance, or treaty, with 
any king, prince, or state; nor shall any person holding any office of 
profit or trust under the United States, or any of them, accept of any 
present, emolument, office, or title of any kind whatever, from any king, 
prince, or foreign state; nor shall the United States, in Congress as
sembled, or any of them, grant any title of nobility. 

No two or more States shall enter into any treaty, confederation, or 
alliance whatever between them, without the consent of the United 
States, in Congress assembled, specifying accurately the purposes for 
which the Bame is to be entered into, and how long it shall continue. 

No States shall lay any imposts or duties which may interfere with 
any stipulations in treaties entered into by the United States, in Con
gress assembled, with any king, prince, or state, in pursuance of any 
treaties already proposed by Congress to the courts of France and Spain. 

No vessels of war shall be kept up in time of peace by any State, 
except such number only as shall be deemed necessary by the United 
States, in Congre68 assembled, for the defence of such State or its trade ; 
nor shall any body of forces be kept up by any State, in time of peace, 
except such number only as, in the judgment of the United States, in 
Congress assembled, shall be deemed requisite to garrison the forts nec-
868ary for the defence of such State; but every State shall always keep 
up a well-regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed and ac
coutred, and shall provide and constantly have ready for use, in publio 
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stores, a due number of field-pieces and tents, and a proper quantity of 
arms, ammunition, and camp equipage_ 

No State shall engage in any war withont the consent of the United 
States, in Congress assembled, unless such State be actoally invaded by 
enemies, or shall have received certain advice of a resolution being 
formed by some nation of Indians to. invade such State, and the danger 
is so imminent as not to admit of a delay till the United States, in Con
gress assembled, can be consulted; nor shall any State grant commis
sions to any ships or vessels of war, nor letters of marque or reprisal, 
except it be after a declaration of war by the United States, in Congress 
assembled, and then only against the kingdom or state, and the subjects 
thereof against which war has been so declared, and under such regula.
tions as shall be established by the United States, in Congress assembled, 
unless such State be invested by pirlltes, in which case vessels of war 
may be fitted out for that occasion, and kept so long as the danger shall 
continue, or until the United States, in Congress assembled, shall deter
mine otherwise. 

ART. VIL When land forces are raised by any State for the common 
defence, all officers of or under the rank of colonel shall be appointed 
by the legislature of each State respectively by whom such forces shall 
be raised, or in such manner as such State shall direct, and all vacancies 
shall be filled up by the State which first made the appointment. 

ART. VIII. All charges of war, and all other expenses that shall be 
incurred for the common defence or geueral welfare, and allowed by the 
United States, in Congress assembled, shall be defrayed out of a common 
treasury, which shall be supplied by the several States, in proportion to 
the value of all land within each State, granted to, or surveyed for, any 
person, as such land and the buildings and improvements thereon shall 
be estimated according to such mode as the United States, in Congress 
assembled, shall, from time to time, direct and appoint. The taxes for 
paying that proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority and 
direction of the legislatures of the several States, within the time agreed 
upon by the United States, in Congress assembled. 

ART. IX. The United States, in Congress assembled, shall have the 
sole and exclusive right and power of determining on peace and war, 
except in the cases mentioned in the sixth Article; of sending and 
receiving ambassadors; entering into treaties and alliances, provided 
that no treaty of commerce shall be made whereby the legislative power 
of the respective States shall be restrained from imposing such imposts 
and duties on foreigners, as their own people are subjected to, or from 
prohibiting the exportation or importation of any species of goods or 
commodities whatsoever; of establishing rnles for deciding, in all cases, 
what captures on land or water shall be legal, and in what manner prizes 
taken by land or naval forces in the service of the l:nited States shall be 
divided or appropriated; of granting letters of marque and reprisal in 
times of peace; appointing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies 
committed on the high seas; and establishing courts for receiving and 
determining finally appeal$ m aU eases of capture; provided that no 
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member of Congress shall be appointed as judge of any of the said 
courta. 

The United States, in Congress assembled, shall also be the last resort 
)n appeal, in all disputes and differences now subsisting, or that hereafter 
may arise between two or more States concerning boundary, jurisdiction, 
or any other cause whatever j which authority shall always be exercised in 
the manner following: Whenever the legislative or executive authority, or 
lawful agent of any State In controversy with another, shall present a 
petition to Congress, stating the matter in question, and praying for a hear
ing, notice thereof shall be given by order of Congress to the legislative or 
executive authority of the other State in controversy, and a day assigned 
for the appearance of the parties by their lawful agents, who shall then be 
directed to appoint, by joint consent, commissioners or judges to consti
tute a court for hearing and determining the matter in question j but if 
they cannot agree, Congress shall name three persons out of each of the 
United States, and from the list of such persons each party shall alter
nately strike out one, the petitioners beginning, until the number shall be 
reduced to thirteen j and (rom that number not less than seven nor more 
than nine names, as Congress shall direct, shall, in the presence of Con
gress, be drawn out by lot j and the persons wi?-ose names shall be so 
drawn, or any five of them, shall be commissioners or judges, to hear and 
finally determine the controversy, so always as a major part of the judges 
who ahall hear the cause shall agree in the determination j and if either 
party shall neglect to attend at the day appointed, without showing rea.
sona which Congress shall judge sufficient, or being present, shall refuse 
to strike, the Congress shall proceed to nominate three persons out of 
each State, and the secretary of Congress shall strike in behalf of such 
party absent or refusing j and the judgment and sentence of the court, to 
be appointed In the manner before prescribed, shall be final and conclu
aive j and if any of the parties shall refuse to submit to the authority of 
B1lCh court, or to appear or defend their claim or cause, the court shall 
nevertheless proceect to pronounce sentence or judgment, which shall in 
like manner be final and decisive j the judgment or sentence and other 
proceedings being in either caee transmitted to Congress, and lodged 
among the acts of Congress for the eecurity of the parties concerned; pro
Tided, that every commissioner, before he sits in judgment, shall take 
an oath, to be administered by one of the judges of the superior court 
of the State where the cause shall be tried, .. well and truly to hear 
and determine the matter in question, according to the best of his judg
ment, without favour, affection, or hope of reward_" Provided, also, 
that no State shall be deprived of territory for the benefit of the United 
Statea. 

All controversies concerning the private right of soil claimed nnder dif
ferent grants of two or more States, whose jurisdictions, as they may respect 
Inch lands, and the States which passed such grants, are adjusted, the said 
grants or either of them being at the same time claimed to have ori¢nated 
antecedent to such settlement of jurisdiction, shall, on the petition of 
either party Co the Congress of the United States, be finally determined, 
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as near as may be, in the same manner as is before prescribed for decid
ing disputes respecting territorial jurisdiction between different States. 

The United States, in Congress assembled, shall also have the sole and 
exclusive right and power of regulating the alloy and value of coid struck 
by their own authority, or by that of the respective States; fixing the 
standard of weights and measures throughout the United States; regulat
ing the trade and managing all affairs with the Indians not members of 
any of the States; provided that the legislative right of any State, within 
its own limits, be not infringed or violated; establishing and regulating 
post-offices from one State to another throughout all the United States, 
and exacting such postage on the papers passing through the same as may 
be required to defray the expenses of the said office; appointing all officers 
of the land forces in the service of the United States, excepting regimental 
officers; appointing all the officers of the naval forces, and commissioning 
all officers whatever in the service of the United States; making rules for 
the government and regulation of the said land and naval forces, and di
recting their operations. 

The United States, in Congress assembled, shall have authority to ap
point a committee, to sit in the recess of Congress, to be denominated" A 
Committee of the States," and to consist of one delegate from each State; 
and to appoint such other committees and civil officers as may be necessary 
for managing the general affairs of the United States under their direction; 
to appoint one of their number to preside, provided that no person be al
lowed to serve in tli.e office of president more than one year in any term of 
three years; to ascertain the necessary sums of money to be raised for 
the service of the United States, and to appropriate and apply the same 
for defraying the public expenses; to borrow money or emit bills on the 
credit of the United States, transmitting every half year to the respective 
States an account of the sums of money so borrowed or emitted; to build 
and equip a navy; to agree upon the number of land forces, and to make 
requisitions from each State for its quota, in proportion to the number of 
white inhabitants in such State, which requisition shall be binding; and 
thereupon the legislature of each State shall appoint the regimental offi
cers, raise the men, and clothe, arm, and equip them in a soldier-like man
ner at the expense of the United States; and the officers and men so 
clothed, armed, and equipped shall march to the place appointed, and 
within the time &cureed on by the United States, in Congress assembled; 
but if the United States, in Congress assembled, shall, on consideration of 
circumstances, judge proper that any State should not raise men, or should 
raise a smaller number than its quota, and that any other State should 
raise a greater number of men than the quota thereof, such extra number 
shall be raised, officered, clothed, armed, and equipped in the same manner 
as the quota of such State, unless the legislature of such State shall judge 
that such extra number cannot be safely spared out of the same, in which 
case they shall raise, officer. clothe, arm, and equip as many of such extra 
number as they judge can be safely spared, and the officers and men so 
clothed; armed, and equipped shall march to the place appointed, and 
within the time agreed on by the Uuited States, in Congress assembled. 
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Tbe United States, in Congress assembled, shall never engage in a war, 
nor grant letten of marque and reprisal in time of peace, nor enter into 
any treatiea or alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate the value thereof, 
nor ascertain the SU1D8 and expenses necessary for the defence and welfare 
of tbe United States, or any of them, nor emit bills, nor borrow money 
on the credit of the United States, nor appropriate money nor agree upon 
the number of vessels of war to be built or purchased, or the number of 
land or eea forces to be raised, nor appoint a commander-in-chief of the 
army or navy, noless nine States assent to the same, nor shall a question 
on any other point, except for adjourning from day to day, be determined, 
nole88 by the votes of a majority of tbe United States, in Congress as
eembled. 

Tbe Congress of the United States shall have power to adjourn to any 
time within the year, and to any place within the United States. so that 
no period of adjournment be for a longer duration than the space of six 
months, and shall publish the journal of their proceedings monthly, 
except anch parts thereof relating to treaties, alliances, or military opera.
tiona u in their judgment require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the 
delegates of each State on any question, shall be entered on the journal, 
when it ia desired by any delegate; and the delegates of a State, or any 
of them, at hia or their request, shall be furnished with a transcript of 
the aaid journal, except such parts as are above excepted, to lay before 
the legislatures of the several States. 

ART. X. Tbe committee of the States, or any nine of them, shall be 
authorized to execute, in the recess of Congress, such of the powen of 
Congre88 U the United States, in Congress assembled, by the consent of 
nine States, shall, from time to time, think expedient to vest them with; 
provided that no power be delegated to the said committee, for the 
exerciae of which, by the Articles of Confederation, the voice of nine 
States, in the Congress of the United States assembled, ia requisite. 

ART. XL Canada acceding to thia Confederation, and joining in the 
measures of the United States, shall be admitted into, and entitled to all 
the advantages of thia Union; but no other colony shall be admitted into 
the same unless such admission be agreed to by nine States. 

ART. XII. All bills of credit emitted, moneys borrowed, and debts 
contracted by or noder the authority of Congress, before the assembling 
of the United States, in pursuance of the present Confederation, shall be 
deemed and considered as a charge against the United StatE'S, for payment 
and satisfaction whereof the said United States and the public faith are 
hereby solemnly pledged. 

ART. XIIL Every State shall abide by the determinations of the 
United States, in Congress assembled, on all questions which by thia 
Confederation are 8ubmitted to them. And the Articles of this Confed
eration shall be Inviolably observed by every State, and the Union shall 
be perpetual; nor shall any alteration at any time .hereafter be made in 
any of them, nnlesa luch alteration be agreed to m a Congress of the 
United State .. and be afterwarda confirmed by the legialstures of every 
S·.ate,. 
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A~d whereas it hath pleased the great Governor of the world to incline 
the hearts of the legislatures we respectively represent in Congress to 
approve of, imd to authorize us to ratify the said Articles of Confederation 
and perpetual Union, Know ye, that we, the nndersigned delegates, by 
virtue of the power and authority to us given for that purpose, do, by 
these presents, in the name and in behalf of our respective constituents, 
fully and entirely ratify and confirm each and every of the said Articles 
of Confederation and perpetual Union, and all and singnlar the matters 
and .things therein contained. And we do further solemnly plight and 
engage the faith of our respective constituents, that they shall abide by 
the determinations of the United States, in Congress assembled, on all 
questions which by the said Confederation are submitted to them j and 
that the Articles ·thereof shall be inviolably observed by the States we 
respectively represent,andthat the Union shall be perpetnal. In witness 
whereof we have herennto set our hands in Congress. Done at Philadel
phia, in the State of Pennsylvania, the ninth day of July, in the year of 
our Lord 1778, and in the third year of the Independence of America. 

[These Articles were not ratified by all the States nntil 1st March 
1781, when the delegates of Maryland, the latest in ratifying, signed for 
her.] 



CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES 

W., the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect 
union, !!stablish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the 
common defence, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings 
of liberty to onrselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this 
Constitntion for the United States of America. 

ARTICLE I 

SBCTIO. 1. All legislative powers hereiri granted shall be vested in a 
CongreBII of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and 
House of Representatives. 

SBC. 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of members 
chosen every eeeond year by the people of the several States, and the 
electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of 
the moet numerous branch of the 'State legislature. 

No person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the 
age of twenty-five years, and been seven years a citizen of the United 
States, and who shall not, w~ eleeted, be an inhabitant of tbat State in 
which he shall be chosen. 

[Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the sev
eral States which may be included within this Union, according to their 
respective numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the Whole 
number of free persons, including those bound to service for a term of 
years, aud excluding Indians not taxed, three· fifths of all other persons.] 1 

The actual enumeration shall be made within three years after the first 
meeting of the COngle88 of the United States, and within every subse
quent term of ten years, In such maDDer &8 they shall by law direct. The 
number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty thousand, 
but each St&te shall have at least one Representative; and until such 
enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled 
to chooee three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence Plan
tationa one, Connecticut five, New York six, New Jersey four, Penusyl-

, vania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six. Virginia ten, North Carolina 
five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

I Tbe cl&1188 Included In brackets is amended b1 the XIVth Ameudmeut, 
:ad section. 
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When vacancies happen in the representation from any State, the ex
ecntive authority thereof shall issue writs of election to fill sooh vacan
cies. 

The House of Representatives shall choose their speaker and other 
officers; and shall have the sole power of impeachment.. 

SEC. 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two 
Senators from each State, chosen by .the legislature thereof, for six years ; 
and each Senator shall have one vote. 

Immediately after they'shall be assembled in consequence of the first. 
election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three classes. 
The seats of the Senators of the first class shall be vacated at t.he expira
tion of the second year, of the second class at. the expiration of the fourth 
year, and of the third class at the expiration of the sixth year, so that 
one-third may be chosen every second year j and if vacancies happen by 
resignation, or otherwise, during the recess of the legislature of any State, 
the executive thereof may make temporary appointments until the next 
meeting of the legislature, which shall then fill such vacancies. 

No person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the age of 
thirty years, and been nine years a citizen of the United States, and who 
shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that State for which he' shall 
be chosen. ' 

The Vice-President of the United States shall be President of the Sen
ate, but. shall have no vote, unless they be equally divided. 

The Senate shall choose their other officers, and also a president pro 
tempore, in the absence of the Vice-President, or when he shall exercise 
the office of President of the United States. 

The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments. When 
sitting for that purpose, they shall he on oath or affirmation. When the 
President of the United States is. tried, the Chief Justice' shall preside; 
and no person shall be convicted with'lut the concurrence of two-thirds of 
the members present. 

Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend farther than t{) 
removal from office, and disqnali:fication to hold and enjoy any office of 
honour, trUst, or profit under the United States j but the party convicted 
shall nevertheless be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment, and 
punishment according to law. 
, SEC. 4. The times, .places, and manner of holding elections for Sena
tOrs and Representatives shall he prescribed in each State by the legisla
ture thereof; but the Congress may at any time by law make or alter 
such regulations, except as to the places of choosing Senators. 

The Congress snall assemble at least once in every year, and such 
meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by 
law appoint a different. day. 

SEC. 6. Each house shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and 
qualifications of its own members, and a majority of each shall constitute • 
a quorum to do business j but a smaller number may adjourn from day to 
day, and may be authorized to compel the attendance of absent members, 
in such manner, and under such penalties as each house may provide. 
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Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings,punish its 
members for disorderly behaviour, and, with the concnrrence of two
&birds, expel & member. 

Each house shall keep & journal of its proceedings, and from time to 
time pllblish the same, excepting such parts as may in their judgment 
reqnire aecreey; and the yeas and nays of the members of either house 
on any qnestion shall. at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be 
entered on the journal. 

Neither honae, during the session of Congress, shall, withont the con
llent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other 
place than that in which the two ho\lSe8 shall be sitting. 

SEC. 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a compensa
tion for their services, to be ascertained by law, and paid ont of the Treas
ury of the United States. They shall in all cases, except treason, felony, 
and breach of the peace, be privileged from arres\ during their attendance 
at the _ion of their respective houses, and in going to and returning 
from the same; and for any speech or debate in either house they shall 
not be qnestioned in any other place. 

No Senator or Representative shall, during the time for which he was 
elected, be appointed to any civil office under the anthority of the United 
States, which shall have been created, or the emoluments whereof shall 
have been increased during snch time; and no person holding any office 
under the United States shall be & member of either house during his 
continnance in office. • 

SEC. 7. All bills for raising revenne shall originate in the Honse of 
Representatives; bllt the Senate may propose or concur with amend
ments &8 on other bills. 

Every bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and 
the Senate shall, before it become a law, be presented to the President 
of the United States; if he approve he shall sign it, bllt if not he shall 
retnrn it, with his objections, to that house in which it shall have origi
nated. who shall enter the objections at large on their journal, and proceed 
to reconsider it. If after such reconsideration two-thirds of that house 
shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, 
to the other honae, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if 
approved by two-thirds of that honse, it shall become & law. Bllt in all such 
_ the votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and 
the names of tbe persons voting for and against the bill sball be entered 
on the journal of each house respectively. If any bill shall not be 
returned by the President within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it 
shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a Jaw, in like manner 
&8 if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their adjournment prevent 
ita return, in which case it shall not be & law. 

Every order, reeoilltion, or vote to wbich th~ concurrence of the Sen
&til and House of Representatives may be neceesary (except on & qnes
tion of adjournment) shall be presented to the Presidellt of the United 
States; and before the same shall take effect shall be approved by him, 
or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two-thirds of the 
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Senate and House of Representatives, according to tbe rules and limita.
tions prescribed in the case of a bill. 

SEC. 8. The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, duties, 
imposts, and excises, to pay the debts aud provide for the common defence 
and general welfare of the United· States; but all duties, imposts, and 
excises shall be uniform throughout the United States; 

To borrow money on the credit of the United States; 
To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several 

States, and with the Indian tribes; 
To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform laws on 

the subject of bankruptcies throughout the United States ; 
To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix 

the standard of weights and measures ; 
To provide for the punishment. of counterfeiting the securities and 

current coin of the United States; 
To establish post-offices and post-roads. 
To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing for 

limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their respec
tive writings and discoveries ; 

To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court ; 
To define and punish piracies and felonies committed on the high seas, 

and offences against the law of nations. 
To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and make rulBl 

concerning captures on land and water; 
To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of money to that 

use shall be for a longer term than two years ; 
To provide and maintain a navy ; 
To make rules for the government and regulation of the land and naval 

forces ; 
To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the 

Union, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions ; 
To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the militia, and for 

governing such part of them as may be employed in the service of the 
United States, reserving to the States respectively the appointmeut of the 
officers and the authority of training the militia according to the disci
pline prescribed by Congress; 

To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases wbatsoever, over such dis
trict (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, 1!y cession of particular 
States, and the acceptance of Congress, become the seat of the Govern
ment of the United States, and to exercise like authority over all places 
purchased by the consent of the legislature of the State in which the 
same shall be, for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dockyards, 
and other needful buildings; and 

To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into 
E'xecution the foregoing powers, and aU other powers vested by this Con
stitution in the Government of the Unjted States, or in any department 
or officer thereof. 

SEC. 9. The migration or importation of such persons as any of the 
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St,ates now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by 
the Congress prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but 
& tax or duty may be imposed on such importation, not exceeding ten 
dollara for each peraon. 

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, un
less when in cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety may re
quire it. 

No hill of attainder or ez post facto law shall be passed. 
No capitation, or other direct tax, shall be laid, unless in proportion 

. to the census or enumeration hereinbefore directed to be taken. 
No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any State. 
No preference shall be given by any regulation of commerce or revenue 

t.'o the ports of one State over those of another; nor shall vessels bound 
to, or from, one State be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in an
other. 

No money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in consequence of 
appropriations made by law; and a regular statement and account of the 
receipts and expenditures of all public money shall be published from 
time to time. 

No title of nohility shall be granted by the United States; and no per
IOn holding Bny office of profit or trust under them shall, without the con
eent of the Congre88, accept of any present, emolument, office; or title, 
of any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign state. 

Sac. 10. No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confedera
tion; grant lettera of marque and repriea.l; coin money; emit bills of 
credit; make anything but gold and silver coin a tender in payment of 
debts; paa8 any bill of attainder, n po.t facto law, or law impairing the 
obligation of contracts, or grant any title of nobility. 

No State shall, without the coneent of the Congress, lay any imposts or 
duties on Imports or exports, except what may be absolutely necessary 
for executing its inspection laws; and the net produce of all duties and 
imposts, laid by any State on imports or exports, shall be for the use of 
the Treasury of the United States; and all such laws shall be subject to 
the revision and control of the Congre88. 

No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any duty of ton
nage, keep troops or ships of war in time of peace, enter into any 
agreement or compact with another State, or with a foreign power, or en
gage in war, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as will 
not admi\ of delay. 

ARTICLE n 
SBCTIOW 1. The executive power shall be vested in a President sf the 

United States of America. He shall hold his office during the term of 
four years, and together with the Vice-President, chosen for the same 
term, be elected as follows: 

Each State shall appoint, in such manner as the legislature thereof may 
direct, a number of electors, eqnal to the whole number of Senators and 
Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress j but 
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no Senator or Representative, or person holding an office of trust or profit 
under the United States, shall be appointed an elector. 

[The electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by ballot 
for two persons, of whom one at least shall not be an. inhabitant of the 
same State with themselves. And they shall make a list of all the per
sons voted for, and of the number of votes for each; which list they shall 
sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the Government of the 
United States directed to the President of the Senate. The President of 
the Senate shall, in the·presence of the Senate and House of Represen
tatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be counted. 
The person having the greatest number of votes shall be the President, 
if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed; 
and if there be more than one who have such majority and have an equal 
number of votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately 
choose by ballot one of them for President; and if no person have a. 
majority, then from the five highest on the list the said House shall in like 
manner choose the Fresident. But in choosing the President, the votes 
shall be taken by States, the representation from each State having one 
vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members 
from two-thirds of the States, and a majority of all the States shall be 
necessary to a choice. In every case, after the choice of the President, 
the person having the greatest number of votes of the electors shall be 
the Vice-President; but if there should remain two or more who have 
equal votes, the Senate shall choose from them, by ballot, the Vice

. President.]1 
. The Congress may determine the time of choosing the electors, and 

the day on which they shall give their votes; which day shall be the 
same throughout the United States. 

No person except a natural-born citizen, or a citizen of .the United 
States at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to 
the office of President; neither shall any person be eligible to that office 
who shall not have attained to the age of thirty.five years, and been four· 
teen years a resident within the United States. 

In case of the removal of the President from office, or of his death, 
resignation, or inability to discharge the powers and duties of the said 
office, the same shall devolve on the Vice-President, and the Congress 
may by law provide for the case of removal, death, resignal.ion, or ina.
bility, both of the President and Vice-President, declaring what officer 
shall then act as President, and such officer shall act accordingly until 
the disability be removed, or a President shall be elected. 

The President shall, at .stated times, receive for his services a compen. 
sation, which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the period 
for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that 
period any other emolument from the United States, or any of them. 

Before he enter on the execution of his office, he shall take the follow. 
ing oath or affirmation: 

1 This clause in brackets has been superseded by the Xllth Amendment. 



• 

CO:-''S'IIIOno!'J OJ' THE UNITED STATES 703 

"I do80lemnly8Wear (oraflinn) that I will faithfully execute the office 
of President of the L"Dited States, and will, to the best of my ability, pre
aene, protect., and defend the Constitution of the tJnited States. .. 

Sac. 2. The President &hall be commander-in-ch.ief of the army and 
D&TJ' of the eDited States, and of the militia of the several States, when 
called into the actual aenice of the eDited States; he may require the 
opinion, in writing, of the principal officer in each of the executive depart
menta, upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices, 
and be ahaIl have power to grant reprieves and pardons for oftences 
against the "C Dited States, except in cases of impeachment. 

He ahaIl have power, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to llI&ke Ueaties, provided two-dllrds of the Senatom present concur; and 
be ahaIl nominate, and by and with the advice and conseut of the Senate, 
ahaIl appoint ambasadors, other public ministers aud consuls, jud"aes of 
the Supreme Conn, and all other officeft of the "Cnited States, wh~ 
appointmenta are not herein otherwise provided for, and which &hall be 
eetabliahed bylaw; but the Congress may bylaw vest the appointment 
of aueh inferior officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in 
the couna of law, or in the heads of departments. 

The President ahaIl have power to fill up all vacancies that may happen 
during the receaa of the Senate, by granting commissions which &hall 
expire a& the end of their next aeasion.. 

Sac. 3.. He ahaIl from time to time give to the Congress information of 
the ata&e of the "CDion, and recommend to their consideration such mea&-
1lft8 as he ahaIl judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraoJdinary 
occasione, convene both houses, or either of them, and in case of disagre&
ment between them, with respect to the time of adjournment, he may 
adjourn them to BIlCh time as he ahaIl think proper; he &hall receive 
ambaaeadon and other public ministen; he ahaIl take care tha& the laws 
be faithfully executed, and ahaIl commission all the officeft of the UDited 
States. 

S&("_ .. The President, Vice-President, and all civil officeft of the 
UDited States, ahaIl be removed from office on impeachment for, and con
viction of, U'eII8On, hn"bery, or other high crimes and misdemeanowa. 

ARTICLE m 
S.CTI0. 1. The judicial power of the "cDited States shall be vested in 

?De Supreme Conn, and in each inferior coune as the Congress may from 
time to time ordain and establish.. The judges, both of the Supreme and 
Inferior courta, &hall bold their offices during good behaviour. and &hall, a& 
atated times, receive for their aerricea a compensation, which &hall not be 
diminished daring their continuance in office.. 

S.c. 2. The judicial power &hall extend to all cases, in law and equity, 
arising under thia Constitution, the lawe of the t'Dited States, and treaties 
mads, or which &hall be made. nuder tbeir authority; to all cases aftecting 
ambassadors, other public ministers, and consula; to all eases of admiralty 
and maritime jurisdiction; to ~ntroversiM to which the eDited Statel 
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shall be a party; to controversies between two or more States; between 
a State and citizens of another State; between citizens of different States 
- between citizens of the same State claiming lands under grants of dif
ferent States, and between a State, or the citizens thereof, and foreign 
states, citizens, or subjects. 

In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, 
and those in which a State shall be party, the Supreme Court shall have 
original jurisdiction. In all the other cases before mentioned, the Supreme 
Court shall have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, with such 
exceptions, and under such regulations as the Congress shall make. 

The trial of aU crimes, except in cases of impeachment, shall be by 
jury; and such trial shall be held in the State where the said crimes shall 
have been committed; but when not committed within any State, the trial 
shall be at such place or places as the Congress may by law have directed. 

SEC. 3. Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying 
war against them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and 
comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony 
of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open court. . 

The Congress shall have power to declare the punishment of treason, 
but no attainder of treason shall work corruption of blood., or forf~ture 
except during the life of the person attainted. 

ARTICLE IV 

SECTION 1. ]'ulJ. faith and credit shall be given in each State to the 
public acts, records, and judicial proceedings of every other State. And 
the Congress may by general laws prescribe the manner in which such 
acts, records, and proceedings shall be proved, and the effect thereof. 

SEC. 2. The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all privileges and 
immunities of citizens in the several States. 

A person charged in any State with treason, felony, or other crime, who 
shall flee from justice and be found in another State, shall, on demand of 
the executive authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, 
to be removed to the State having jurisdiction of th&crime. 

No person held to service or labour in one State, under the laws 
thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of any law or regu
lation therein, be discharged from such service or labour, but shall be 
delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labour may be 
due. 

SEC. 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; 
but no new State shall be formed or erected within the jurisdiction of any 
other State; nor any State be formed by the junction of two or more· 
States, or parts of States, without the consent of the legislatures of the 
States conce.rued as well as of the Congress. 

The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make all needful rules 
and regulations respecting the territory or other property belonging to the 
United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as 
to prejudice any claims of the United States, or of any particular State. 
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S&o. ,. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this 
Union a republican fonn of government, and sball protect each of them 
against invasion; and on application of the legislature, or of the execu
tive (when the legislature cannot be convened), against domestic violence. 

ARTICLE V 

The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall deem it neces
sary, shall propose amendments to this Constitution, or on the applica.
tion of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several States, shall call 
a convention for proposing amendments, which, in either case, shall 
be valid, to all intents and purposes, as part of this Constitution, when 
ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States, or by con
ventions in three-fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratifica.
tion may be proposed by the Congress; provided that no amendment 
which may be made prior to the year one thousand eight hundred aud 
eight shall in any manner affect the first and fourth clauses in the ninth 
Beetion of the first article; and that no State, without its consent, shall 
be deprived of Its equal suffrage in the Senate. 

ARTICLE VI 

All debts contracted and engagements entered into, before the adop
~iun of this Constitution, shall be as valid a"uainst the United States under 
this Constitution as nnder the Confederation. 

This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall be 
made in pursuance thereof, and all treaties made, or which shall be 
made, under the authority of the United States, shall be the supreme 
law of the land; and the judgE'S in every State shall be bound thereby, 
any thing in the constitution or laws of any State to the contrary notwith-
standing. _ 

The Senators ana Representatives before mentioned, and the members 
of the several State legislatures, and all executive and judicial officers, 
both of the United States and of the several States, shall be bound by 
oath or affirmation to support this Constitution; but no religious test 
shall ever be required as a qualification to any office or public trust under 
the United States. 

ARTICLE VII 

The ratification of the conventions of nine States shall be sufficient 
for the eatablishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying 
the same. 

Done In Convention by the unanimous consent of the States present,l 

1 Rhode Island WlUI not represented. Several of tbe delegates bad left tbe 
Convention before It concloded Ita taboON, and some otbeN wbo remained 

• refnsed 10 81gn. In all, 65 delegates bad been appointed,65 attended, 39 signed. 
The fiNt ratification WBB tbat of Delaware, Dec. 7,1787; the nintb (bring

In2 the Con.tllution inlo foree) that of New Hampshire, June 21,1788; tbe 
last, that of Rhode Island, MaT 29, 1790. 

W~I SZ 
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the Seventeenth day of September, in the year of our Lord 1'187, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the Twelfth. 

IN WITXBSS whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names. 
Gg W.o4.8HIlIIGTOlII, 

Pre8idt. and Deputy from Virginia. 

Ne'III Hampshire-John Langdon, Nicholas Gilman. MassachusetU 
-Nathaniel Gorham, Rufus King. Connecticut- Wm. Saml. John
son, Roger Sherman. Ne'III York-Alexander Hamilton. Ne'III Jersey 
- Wil. Livingston. Wm. Paterson. David Brearley, Jona. Dayton. 
Pennsylvania - B. Franklin, Thos. Fitzsimons, Thomas Miffiin, Jared 
Ingersoll, Robt. Morris, James Wilson. Geo. Clymer, Gouv. Morris. 
Delaware-Geo. Read, Richard Bassett, Gunning Bedford, Jun., Jaco. 
Broom, John Dickinson. Maryland-James M'Henry, Dan. Carroll, 
Dan. Jenifer, of St. Thomas. Virginia -John Blair, James Madison, 
Jun. North Carolina - Wm. Blount, Hugh Williamson, Rich'd Dobbs 
Spaight. South Carolina-'-J. Rutledge, Charles Pinckney, Charles 
Cotesworth Pinckney, Pierce Butler. Georgia-William Few, Abr. 
Baldwin. 

..4ttese: WILLlA.J( J.o4.C)[801ll, Secretary 

.Articles in addition to, and afllendment of, the Constitution of the United 
States of America, proposed by Congress, and ratified by the Legis
laturell of the several States, pursuant to the fifth .Article of the origi
nal Constitution. 

ARTICLE J1 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to- assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances. . 

ARTICLEll 

A well-regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free state, 
the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed. 

ARTICLE m 
No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any honse, without -

the consent of the owner, nor in the time of war, but in a manner to be 
prescribed by law. 

ARTICLE IV 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 
and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall Dot be vio-

l Amendments I-X inclusive were proposed by Congress to the Legislaturea 
of the States, Sept. 25, 1789, and ratified 1789-91. 
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Iated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by 
oath or atlinnation, and particularly describing the place to be searched. 
and the pel1lOns or things to be seized. 

ARTICLE V 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous 
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in 
caaes arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when iu actual 
service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject 
for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall 
be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor 
ahaU private property be taken for public use, without just compensation. 

ARTICLE VI 

In aD criminal prosecutions, the accused ahall enjoy the right to a 
speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district 
wherein the crime shall bave been committed, which district shall have 
been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of. the nature 
and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against 
him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favour, 
and to ba ve the aaaistance of counsel for his defence. 

ARTICLE VII 

In snits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed 
twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact 
tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-examined in any court of the United 
Statea than according to the rules of the common law. 

ARTICLE VIII 

Exoeaaive bail shaD not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor 
cruel and unDllllAl punishmenta inflicted. 

ARTICLE IX 

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be 
conauued to deny or diapange others retained by the people. 

ARTICLE X 

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the States, are reeerYed to the Statea reepectively, or 
to the people. 
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ARTICLE XI1 

The judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to 
extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one 
of the United States by citizens of another State, or by citizens or subjects 
of any foreign State. 

ARTICLE XII' 

The electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by ballot 
for President and Vice-President, one of whom at least shall not be an 
inhabitant of the same State with themselves; they shall name in their 
ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the per
son voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists of all 
persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-Presi
dent, and of the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and 
certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the Government of the United 
States, directed to the President of the Senate; - The President of the 
Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be counted; - The per
son having the greatest number of votes for President shall be the Presi
dent, if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors 
appointed; anll. if no person have such majority, then from the persons 
having the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of those voted 
for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose immediately, 
by ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall 
be taken by States, the representation from each State having one vote ; 
a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from 
two-thirds of the States, and a majority of all the States shall be neces
sary to a choice. And if the House of Representatives shall not choose a 
President whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, before 
the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-President shall act 
as President, as in the case of the death or other constitutional disability 
of the President. 

The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-President shall 
be the Vice-President, if such number be a majority of the whole number 
of electors appointed, and if no person have a majority, then from the two 
highest numbers on the list the Senate shall choose the Vice-President; 
a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number 
of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a 
choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President 
shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States. 

'1 Amendt. XI was proposed by Congress Sept. 5, 1794, and declared to bave 
been ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the States, Jan. 8, 1798. <> 

2 Amendt. XU was proposed by Congress Dec. 12, 1803, and declared to have 
been ratified Sept. 25, l8Oi. 
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ARTICLE XlIII 

SZCTlOX L Neither alaYery nor inYoluntary servitude, except 88 a 
punishment for crime wbereof the pany sball have been duly convicted. 
&hall exist within the l"nited State;, or any place subject to their juris
diction. 

Szc. 2. Congresa &hall haYe power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation. • 

ARTICLE XIV. 

SZCTIO" 1. All persons bom or naturalized in the l"nit.ed States, and 
.nbject to the jnrisdiction thereof, are citizens of the (Jnited States and of 
the Slate wberein they n-side. No State sball make or enforce any law 
wbicb &hall abridge the privileges or immnnities of citizens of the l"niled 
Stal<:ol; norsball any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, 
without dne pr0ee>!8 of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdic
lion the equal protection of the laws.' 

Sac. 2. Representatives sball be apportioned among the 8eYeral States 
a<»'rding to their respective nwnbera, counting the wbole number of 
penlOD8 in eacb Stale. excluding Indiana not taxed. But wben the rigbt 
co vote at any election for the choice of eleccors for President and Yice
President of the l" nited States, Repn'8entalives in CODgftSS, the executive 
and judic.-ial officers of a State, or the members of the legislature theroof, 
is denit'd to any of the male inhabitants of sucb State, being twenty~ne 
years of a,,<>e, and citizens of the l"nited States, or in any way abrid.,oed, 
ncept for participation in n-bellion, or other crime. the basis of n-present.r 
ti,1Il tbt>n-in &hall be reduced in the proportion whicb the number of such 
male citi%ena abaII bear to the whole number of male citiRns twenty~ne 
years of age in IIlcb State. 

Szc. 3. No person abaII be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or 
elector of Pre8ident and \'Ice-Pre8ident., or bold any office, civil or mili
tary. under the enited States, or under any State, wbo. baving pn-viollSly 
taken an oath, aa a member of Congress, or as an officer of the l"nited 
States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an executive or judi
cial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the l"nited States, 
shall have engaged in insnr1'eclion or rebellion against the same, or giyen 
aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may, by a Yote of 
two-thirda of MCb HOIISI', remOYe sucb disability. 

SKC." The nJidity of the public debt of the l.'nited States, authorized 
by law, inclodingdebta inrorred for payment of pensions and bounties for 
.. "ices in suppreasing insum>ction or rebellion, sball not be questioned. 
But neither the l.'nited St.atee nor any State sball assume or pay any 
debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurreetion or n-bellion a,,"llinst the 

I AmeDdt. xm .... ........-t by c.m~ Feb. I, 1865, and declared to 
...... ""- ratified by !i ollbe 36 States, Dee. 18, llti6. 

• -'-Ddt. XlV .... ........-t by Con.,.... .lone 16, 181l6, and declared to 
ba ... beeII raWie4 by 30 of the 36 Statea, .IulJ %8, 1868. 
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United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; 
but all such debts, obligations, and claims shall be held illegal and void. 

SEC. 6. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate 
legislation, the provisions of this article. 

ARTICLE XVI 

SECTION 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not 
be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account 
of race, colour, or previons condition of servitude. 

SEC. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appro
priate legislation. 

1 Amendt. XV was proposed by Congress Feb. 26, 1869, and declared to have 
been ratified by 29 of the if1 States, March 30, 1810. 



EXTRACTS FROM THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA I 

Adopted in Convention at Sacramento, March 3, ~.D. 1879 j submitted to 
and ratified by the People, May 7, 1879. 

PREAMBLE AND DECLARATION OF RIGHTS 

I'BB~IIBLB 

WB, the people of the State of California, grateful to Almighty God for 
our freedom, in order to secure and perpetuate ite blessings, do establish 
thla Constitution. 

ARTICLE I 

DBCUBATIOW 01' BIGHTS 

SBCTIO. 1. All men are by nature free and independent, and have 
certain inalienable rights, among which are those of enjoying and de
fending life and liberty j acquiring, possessing, and protecting property j 
and pUl'lluing and obtaining safety and happiness. 

SBC. 2. All political power is inhere~t in the people. Government is 
Instituted for the protection, security. and benefit of the people, and they 
have the right to alter or reform the same whenever the public good may 
require it. 

SEO. 3. The State of California is an inseparable part of the American 
Union, and the Constitution of the United Statee is the supreme law of 
the land. 

SBO. 4. The free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and 
wOl'llhlp, without discrimination or preference, shall for ever be guaranteed 
in this State j and no pel'llOn sbsll be rendered incompetent to be a wit
ness or juror on account of hiB opinloDl on mattei'll of religious belief; but 
the liberty of conecience hereby secured shall not be 80 construed as to 
excuse acta of licentioUSDe88, or justify practicea incousistent with the 
peace 01' the safety of the State. 

I J take tb_ extraeta (being unable to find space for the whole dooumeut) 
from the officlal editioD of 1887, wblcb contains a few amendments made Biuee 
1879. 

'fU 
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SEC. 5. The pdvilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be sus
pended unless when, in case of rebellion or invasion, the public safety 
may require the suspension. . 

SEC. 6. All persons shall be bailable by sufficient sureties unless fot 
capital offences when the proof is evident or the wesumption great. Ex
cessive bail shall not be required, nor Ilxcessive fines imposed; nor shall 
cruel or unusual punishment be inflicted. Witnesses shall not be unrea
sonably detained, nor confined in any rooiD where criminals are actually 
imprisoned. 

SEC. 7. The right of trial by jury shall be secured to all, and remain 
inviolate; but in civil actions three-fourths of the jury may render a ver
dict. A trial by jury may be waived in all criminal cases, not amounting 
to felony, by the consent of both parties, expressed in open Court, and in 
civil actions by the consent of the parties, signified in such manner as may 
be prescribed by law. In civil actions, and cases of misdemeanour, the jury 
may consist of twelve, or of any number less than twelve upon which the 
parties may agree in open Court. 

Sec. 8. Offences heretofore required to be prosecuted by indictment 
shall be prosecuted by information, after examination and commitment 
by a magistrate, or by indictment, with or without such examination and 
commitment, as may be prescribed by law. A grand jury shall be drawn 
and summoned at lea.st once a year in each county. 

SEC. 9. Every citizen may freely speak, write, and publish his senti
ments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right; and 
no law shall be passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech or of 
the press. In all criminal prosecutions for libels, the truth may be given 
in evidence to the jury; and if it shall appear to the jury that the matter 
charged as libellous is true, and was published with good motives, and for 
justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted; and the jury shall have the 
right to determine the law and the fact. Indictments found, or informa
tions laid, for publication in newspapers, shall be tried in the county where 
such newspapers have their publication office, or in the county where the 
party alleged to be libelled resided at the time of the alleged· publication, 
unless the place of trial shall be changed for good cause. 

SEC. 10. The people shall have the right to freely assemble together to 
consult for the common good, to instruct their representatives, and to 
petition the Legislature for redress of grievances. 

SEC. 11. All laws of a general nature shall have a uniform operation. 
SEC. 12. The military shall be subordinate to the civil power. No 

standing army shall be kept up by this State in time of peace, and no 
soldier &hall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house without the con
sent of the owner; nor in time of war, except in the manner prescribed 
bylaw. • 

SEC. 13. In criminal prosecutions, in any court whatever, the party 
accused shall have the right to a. speedy and public trial; to have the 
process of the Court to compel the attendance of witnesses in his behalf, 
and to appear and defend, in pe:rson and with counsel. No person shall 
be twice put in jeopardy for the sa.me offence; nor be compelled, in any 
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~riminal ease, to be a witness against himself; nor be deprived of life, 
liberty, or property without dU<! process of law. The Legislatnre shall 
have powt'-I' to proTide for lIle taking, in the pre&'nce of the party aecosed 
and hia OOllDSel, of depositions of witnt'SSeS in criminal cases, oliler lhan 
_ of homicide, when lIlere is reason to believe that lIle witness, from 
inability or otM-r causee, will not attend at lIle trial. 

SIIC. U. PriTa&e propeny shall not be takt'n or damaged for public use 
withoot just oompensation ha ring bet'n first made to., or paid into Court 
for, the 0'11"116, and no right of way shall be appropriatt'd to the use of 
any oorporaUvn olht'r &ban mDDieipal nntil full oompensation lIlerefor be 
first made in money or aset'rtained and paid into Court for lIle owner, 
irre8pec:t.iT8 of any bt'nt'fit from any improTt'mt'nt proposed by such 001'

poration, which compensation shall be ascertained by a jury, unless a jury 
be waiTt'd, as in olht'r ciril oases in a Court of record, as shall be pre
.eribed bylaw. 

Sac. If>. 1'0'-- shall be imprisoned for dt'bt in any ciril action, on 
mesne or final proce&6, nnlt'sa in ease of band, nor in ciTil actions for 
torta, uClt'pt in C&R8 of wilful injury to person or property; and no per
_ shall be imprisoned for a militia fine in time of peace. 

Sac. 14. No bill of atwndt'r, a po# ftKW law, or law impairing lila 
ohligations of oontractB, shall ('Ter be passed. 

Sac. 11. Foreignt'18 of lIle white race or of African dESCent, eligible to 
bfocome ciliana of lIle r ruted S\ale8 nnder lIle naltlraIi.I:ation laws lIlere
of. while &0 •• ~ ft8idents of this State, shall haTe lIle BaIIle rights in 
respee& to the acquisition, poo!IIIe8&ion, enjoyment, transmission, and in
heritaMe of property as native bom citizens. 

SEC. 18. Neilher IllaTery nor inTOlnntary III'nitwle, 1IllIt'IB for lIle pun
iahment of crime, shall eTer be tolerated in thia State. 

SIIC_ 19. The right of the peoplt' to be aeeored in lIleir persons, houses. 
pape1'll, and e1Ieeta, against 1IDfta.&Onable aeimre8 and ~, shall not 
be Tiolated; and no warrant shall issut', but on probable caDSt', IlUpported 
by oath or alIirmation, partimlarIy deecn"bing the place to be eeatthed 
and the persona and lhings to be 1II'iaed. 

Sac. 2Q. n-m against the State shall consist only in IeT)'ing war 
againll& it, adhering to ita eneDliN, or ghing lht'm aid and comfort. No 
penon shall be oonTicted of lftUOn unleu on the eTidence of two wit
n_ to the same oTt'rt ~t, or oonfesaion in open Court. 

811C. 21. No &pecial priTiIegee or immnnitiea shall eTa be granted 
whicla _y not be altered, reTobd, or repealed by lIle Lrgislature, nOl" 
shall any cilian, or clua of ciUzeus, be granted priTilf'gell or immunities 
which, upon the same terms, shall not be granted to all citizen&. 

SIIC.!i. The prorisiou of lhiII CODSlitution are mandatory and pro 
hibitory. nnIeoa by expl't'68 words lIl"y are declared to be olilenri&e. 

Sac. 23. Thia "numeration of rights shall not be construed to impair 
CII' deny olht'lII retained by lIle people. 

Sac. 2-1.. No property qu.alilication shall per ba required for any peIIIOn 
to YOte or hold oIIice. 
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ARTICLE IV 

LEGISLATIVB DBPABTHBNT 

SBC. 25. The Legislature shall not pass local or special laws in any of 
the following enumerated cases, that is to say: -

First- Regulating the jurisdiction and duties of Justices of the Peace, 
Police Judges, and of Constables. 

Secona - For the punishment of crimes and misdemeanours. 
Third - Regulating the practice of courts of justice. 
Fourth - Providing for changing the venue in civil or criminal actions. 
Fifth - Granting divorces. 
Sixth - Changing the names of persons or places. 
Seventh -Authorizing the laying out, opening, altering, maintaining, 

or vacating roads, highways, streets, alleys, town plots. parks, cemeteries, 
graveyards, or public grounds not owned by the State. 

Eighth - Summoning and impanelling grand and petit juries, and pro
viding for their compensation. 

Ninth - Regulating county and township business, or the election of 
county or township officers. 

Tenth - For the assessment or collection of taxes. 
Eleventh- Providing for conducting elections, or designating the places 

of voting, except on the organization of new counties. 
Twelfth - Affecting estate!! of deceased persons, minors, or other per

sons under legal disabilities. 
Thirteenth - Extending the time for the collection of taxes. 
Fourteenth - Giving effect to invalid deeds, wills, or other instru

ments. 
Fifteenth - Refunding money paid into the State Treasury. 
Sixteenth - Releasing, or extinguishing, in whole or in part, the in

debtedness, liability, or obligation of any corporation or person to this 
State, or to any municipal corporation therein. 

Seventeenth - Declaring any person of age, or authorizing any m!nor 
to sell, lease, or encumber his or her property. 

Eighteenth-Legalizing, except as against the State, the unauthorized 
or invalid act of any officer. 

Nineteenth - Granting to any corporation, association, or individual 
any special or exclusive right, privilege, or immunity. 

Twentieth - Exempting property from taxation. 
TwentY-first - Changing county seats. 
Twenty·secona- Restoring to citizenship persons convicted of inf .. 

mous crimes. 
Twenty-third - Regulating the rate of interest on money. 
Twenty-/ourth-Authorizing the creation, extension, or impairing of 

liens. 
Twenty-fifth - Chartering OJ> licensing ferries, bridges, or roads. 
1icenty-sixth - Remitting fines, penalties, or forfeiture& 
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7'rDentY-Be1Ienth - Providing for the management of common schools. 
TtlJenty-eighth - Creating offices, or prescribing the powers and dutie& 

of officers in counties, citie&, cities and counties, township, election, 01 
lChool districts. 

Ttunty-ninth - Meeting the fees or salary of any officer. 
Tlii,1ieth - Changing the law of descent or succession. 
Thiny-first - Authorizing the adoption ·or legitimation of children. 
Tliirty-selJOnd - For limitation of civil or criminal actions. 
Thirtll-third - In all other cases where a general law can be made 

applicable. 
Sac. 26. The Legislature shall have no power to authorize lotteries 

or gift enterprises for any purpose, and shall pass laws to prohibit the 
Bale in this State of lottery or gift enterprise tickets, or tickets in any 
scheme in the nature of a lottery. The Legislature shall pass laws to 
regulate or prohibit the buying and selling of the shares of the capital 
stock of corporations in any stock board, stock exchange, or stock market 
under the control of any aBBociation. All contracts for the sale of 
shares of the capital stock of any corporation or association, on margin, • 
or to be delivered at a future day, shall be void, and any money paid on 
such contracts may be recovered by the party paying it by suit iu any 
Court of competent jurisdiction. 

Sac. 86. Any person who seeks to in1l.uence the vote of a member 
of the Legislature by bribery, promise of reward, intimidation, or any 
other dishonest means, shall be guilty of lobbying, which is hereby de
clared a felony; and it shall be the duty of the Legislature to prOvide, 
by law, for the punishment of this crime. Any member of the Legis
lature, who shall be influenced in his vote or action upon any matter 
pending before the Legislature by any reward, or promise of future 
reward, shall be deemed guilty of a felony, and upon conviction thereof, 
In addition to Buch punishment as may be provided by law, shall be 
disfranchised and for ever disqualified from holding any office of public 
trust. Any person may be compelled to testify in any lawful investiga
tion or judicial proceeding against any person who may be charged with 
having committed the offence of bribery or C01TUpt solicitation, or with 
having been Influenced In his vote or action, as a member of the Legis
lature, by reward, or promise of future reward, and shall not be per
mitted to withhold his testimony upon the ground that it may criminate 
himself, or subject him to public infamy; but such testimony shall not 
afterwards be used against him in any judicial proceeding, except for 
perjury in giving such testimony. 

ARTICLE XII 

CORPORATIONS 

SIIOTIO. 1. Corporations may be formed under general laws, but shall 
not be created by special Act. All laws now in force in this State con
cerning corporations, and all laws that may be hereafter passed pursuant 
to this section, may be altered from time to time or repealed. . 
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SEC. 2. Dues from corporations shall be secured by such individual 
liability of the corporators and other means as may be prescribed by law. 

SEC. 3. Each stockholder of a corporation, or joint-stock association, 
shall be individually and personally liable for such proportion of all its 
debts and liabilities contracted or incurred, during the time he was a stock
holder, as the amount of stock or shares owned by him bears to the whole 
of the subscribed capital stock or shares of the corporation or association. 
The directors or trustees of corporations and joint-stock associations shall 
be jointly and severally liable to the creditors and stockholders for all 
moneys embezzled or misappropriated by the officers of such corporation 
or joint-stock association, during the term of such director or trustee. 

SEC. 4. The term corporations, as used in this article, shall be construed 
to include all associations and joint-stock companies having any of the 
powers or privileges of corporations not possessed by individuals or part
nerships, and all corporations shall have the right to sue and shall be sub
ject to be sued, in all Courts, in like cases as natural persons. 

SEC. 5. The Legislature shall have no power to pass any Act grant-
• ing any charter for banking purposes, but corporations or associations 

may be formed for such purposes under general laws. No corporation, 
association, or individual shall issue or put into circulation, as money, 
anything but the lawful money of the United States. 

SEC. 6. All existing charters, grants, franchises, special or exclusive 
privileges, under which an actual and bona fide organization shall not have 
taken place, and business been commenced in good faith, at the time of 
the adoption of this Constitntion, shall thereafter have no validity. 

SEc.7. The Legislature shall not extend any franchise or charter, nor 
remit the forfeiture of any franchise or charter, of any corporation now 
existing, or which shall hereafter exist under the laws of this State. 

SEC. 8. The exercise of the right of eminent domain shall never be so 
abridged or construed as to prevent the Legislature from taking the prop
erty and franchises of incorporated companies and subjecting them to 
public use the same as the property of individuals, and the exercise of the 
police power of the State shall never be so abridged or construed as to 
permit corporations to conduct their business in such manner as to infringe 
the rights of individuals or the general well-being of the State. 

SEC. 9. No corporation shall engage in any business other than that 
expressly authorized in its charter, or the law under which it may have 
been or may hereafter be organized; nor shall it hold for a longer period 
than five years any real estate except such as may be necessary for carry
ing on its business. 

SEC. 10. The Legislature shall not pass any laws permitting the leas
ing or alienation of any franchise, so as to relieve the franchise or prop
erty held thereunder from the liabilities of the lessor or grantor, lessee or 
grantee, contracted or incurred in the operation, use, or enjoyment of 
such franchise, or any of its privileges. 

SEC. 11. No corporation shall issue stock or bonds, except for money 
paid, labour done, or property actually received, and all fictitious increase 
of stock or indebtedness shall be void. The stock and bonded indebted-
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ness of corporations shall not be increased except in pursuance of general 
law, nor without the consent of the persons holding the larger amount in 
value of the stock, at a meeting called for that purpose, giving sixty days 
public notice, as may be provided by law. 

SEC. 12. In all elections for directors or managers of corporations every 
stockholder shall have the right to vote, in person or by proxy, the num
ber of shares of stock owned by him, for as many persons as there are 
directors or managers to be elected, or to cumulate said shares and give 
one candidate as many votes as the number of directors multiplied by the 
number of his shares of stock shall equal, or to distribute them, on the 
same principle, among as many candidates as he may think fit; and such 
directors or managers shall not be elected in any other manner, except 
that members of co-operative societies formed for agricultural, mercantile, 
and manufacturing purposes may vote on all questions affecting such 
BOcieties in manner prescribed by law. 

SEC. 13. The State shall not in any manner loan its credit, nor shall 
it subscribe to or be interested in the stock of any company, association, or 
corporation. 

SEC. 14. Every corporation, other than religious, educational, or benev
olent, organized or doing business in this State, shall have and maintain an 
office or place in this State for the transaction of its business, where 
transfers of stock shall be made, and in which shall be kept for inspec
tion, by every person having an interest therein, and legislative commit
tees, books in which shall be recorded the amount of capital stock sub
scribed, and by whom; the names of the owners of its stock, and the 
amounts owned by them respectively; the amount of stock paid in, and by 
whom; the transfers of stock; the amount of its assets and liabilities, 
and the names and place of residence of its officers. 

SEO. 16. No corporation organized outside the limits of this State shall 
be allowed to transact business within this State on more favourable con
ditions than are prescribed by law to similar corporations organized under 
the laws of this State. 

SEC. 16. A corporation or association may be sued in the county where 
the contract is made or is to be performed, or where the obligation or 
liability arises, or the breach occurs; or in the county where the principal 
place of business of such corporation is situated, subject to the power of 
the Court to change the place of trial 38 in other cases. 

SEC. 17. All railroad, canal, and other transportation companies are 
declared to be common carriers, and subject to legislative control. Any 
association or corporation, organized for the purpose, under the laws of 
this State, shall have the right to connect at the State line with railroads 
of other States. Every railroad company shall have the right with its 
road to intersect, connect with, or cross any other railroad, and shall 
receive and transport each the other's passengers, tonnage, and cars, 
without delay or discrimination. 

SEC. 18. No president, director, officer, agent, or employ~ of any rail
road or canal company shall be interested, directly or indirectly, in the 
furnlllhing of material or supplies to such company, nor in the businesil 
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of transportation as a common carrier of freight or passengers over the 
works owed, leased, controlled, or worked by such company, except such 
interest in the business of transportation as lawfully flows from the owner
ship of stock therein. 

SEC. 19. No railroad or other transportation company shall grant free 
passes, or passes or tickets at a discount, to any person holding any office 
of honour, trust, or profit in this State; and the acceptance of any such 
pass or ticket by a member of the Legislature or a.ny public officer, other 
than Railroad Commissioner, shall work a forfeiture of his office. 

SEC. 20. No railroad company or other common carrier shall combine 
or make any contract with the owners of any vessel that leaves port or 
makes port in this State, or with any common carrier, by which combina
tion or contract the earnings of one doing the carrying are to be shared 
by the other not doing the carrying. And whenever a railroad corpora
tion shall, for the purpose of competing with any other common carrier, 
lower its rates for transportation of passengers or freight from one point 
to another, such reduced rates shall not be again raised or increased from 
such standard without the consent of the governmental authority in which 
shall be vested the power to regulate fares and freightS. 

SEC. 21. No discrimination ill charges or facilities for transportation 
shall be made by any railroad or other transportation company between 
places or persons, or in the facilities for the transportation of the same 
classes of freight or passengers within this State, or coming from or going 
to any other State. Persons and property transported over any railroad, 
or by any other transportation company or individual, shall be delivered 
at any station, landing, or port, at charges not exceeding the charges for 
the transportation of persons and property of the same class, in the same 
direction, to any more distant station, port, or landing. Excursion and 
commutation tickets may be issued at special rates. 

-SEC. 22. The State will be divided into three districts as nearly equal 
in population as practicable, in each of which one Railroad Commissioner 
shall be elected by the qualified electors thereof at the regular gubernato
rial elections,whose salary shall be fixed by law, and whose term of office 
shall be four years, commencing on the first Monday after the first day 
of January next succeeding their election. Said Commissioners shall be 
qualified electors of this State and of the district from which they are 
elected, and shall not be interested in any railroad corporation, or other 
transportation company, as stockholder, creditor, agent, attorney, or 
employll; and the act of a majority of said Commissioners shall be 
deemed the act of said Commission. Said Commissioners shall have the 
power, and it shall be their duty, to establish rates of charges for the 
transportation of passengers and freight by railroad or other transporta
tion companies, and publish the same from time to time, with such 
changes as they may make; to examine the books, records, and papers 
of all railroad alid other transportation companies, and for this purpose 

"tlilly shall have power to issue subpcsnas and all other necessary process: 
to hear and determine complaints against railroad and other transporta
tion companies, to send for persons and papers, to administer oaths, take 

" 
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wtimony, and pllDish for contempt of their orders and processes, in the 
lI&IDe maDDer and to the BalDe extent as Courts of record, and enforce 
their decisioD8 and correct abuses through the medium of the Courts. 
Said Commissioners ahall prescribe a uniform system of accounts to be 
kept by all &nCh corporatiOD8 and companies. Any railroad corporation 
or transportation company which shall fail or refuse to conform to such 
raw .. ahall be estsblished by such Commissioners, or shall charge rates 
in exceea thereof, or ahall fail to keep their accounts in accordance with 
the system prescn"bed by the Commission, ahall be fined not exceeding 
twenty thousand dollars for each offence; and every officer, agent, or 
employ6 of any &nCh corporation or company, who shall demand or 
receive ratee in excess thereof, or who shall in any manner violate the 
provisioD8 of this section, ahall be fined not exceeding five thousand 
dollars, or be imprisoned in the county jail not exceeding one year. In 
all controversies, civil or criminal, the ratee of fares and freights estab
liehed by said Commission ahall be deemed conclusively just and reason
able, and in any action against such corporation or company for damageS 
IlU8taiDed by charging excessive ratee. the plaintiff, in addition to the 
tctual damage, may, in the diecretion of the Judge or jury, recover 
exemplary damages. Said Commission shall report to the Governor, 
annually, their proceedings, and such other facts as may be deemed 
important. Nothing in thie section ahall prevent individuals from main
taining actiOD8 against any of such companies. The Legislature may, in 
addition &0 any penalties herein prescribed, enforce this article by forfeit
ure of charter or otherwise, and may confer such further powers on the 
Commissioners .. shall be necessary &0 enable them to perform the dnties 
enjoined on them in this and the foregoing section. The Legislature 
shall have power, by a two-thirds vote of all the membeTS elected to each 
houae, &0 remove anyone or more of said Commissioners from office, for 
dereliction of duty, or corruption, or incompetency; and whenever, from 
any cauae, a vacancy in office ahall occur in said Commission, the Gov
ernor ahall fill the BalDe by the appointment of a qualified person thereto, 
who ahall hold office for the residue of the unexpired term, and until hie 
~r shall have been elected and qualified. 

S.c. U. The Legislature ahall .- all laws necessary for the enforce
ment of the provisioDB of this article. 

ARTICLE xm 

S.cnow 1. AD property in the State, not exempt under the laws of 
the United Statee. ehaIl be taxed in proportion to its valne, &0 be 
ascertained .. provided by law. The word .. pmperty," 88 used in this 
article and section, Is hereby declared &0 include moneys, credits, bonds, 
IItDCkB, dues, franchieea, and all other matters and things, real, personal, 
and mixed, capable of privata ownership; proI'ided, that glOwing crops, 
property used exclnaively for public IChools, and such 88 may belong &0 
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the rnited States, this State. or to any county or municipal corporation 
within this State, shall be eIeIJlpt from ta:utiou. The Legisla.tnre IDay 
provide. except in c:a.se of credits lItCured by mortgage or Uust ekEd., b 
a -mctWn from crOOits of debts due 001«1 ~ residents of this State. 

Su. 2. Land. and the improveuuonts thefton. &ball be 8€J4l3U:1y 
asse:ssed. Cnltlvated and nncnltitraUd land. of the same quality, and 
similarly sitnated. &ball be ~ at the same value. 

SEC. 3. Every tract of land containing more than six hundred and 
forty acres, and which baa been IItCtioniztd by the rniUd Slate$ Govern
ment., &ball be assessed. for the pIIJl)OSeS of taxation. by IItCtions or 
fractions of IK:dions.. The Legislature shall provide by law for the 
asl!t$l!Dlent, in small tracts, of all lands not sectionized by the rniUd 
States Government. 

SEC. 4. A. mortgage. deed of trust, contract., or other obligation by 
.... hich a debt i.D ~ shall. for the pmpose of _meat and 1axa
tion, be deemed and treated all an inta'est in the property a~ 
thereby. Except all to railroad and other quasj.pu.blie corporations, in 
cue of debt so 1ItCIll'td, the value of the property ~ by IRICh 
mortgage. deed of tru...-t, contract., or obligation. L::ss the value of IRICh 
security, shall be assessed and taxed to the OWDer of the property, and 
the value of sueh 8CCUJ'ity shall be assessed and taxed to the OWDer 

thereof, in the county, city, or district in .... hich the property atrOCk:d 
thereby is sitnate. The taus so levied &ball be a lien npon the property 
and security, and IDay be paid by either party to sueh &ecurity; if 
paid by the owner of the &ecurity, the tax so levied npon the property 
~ thereby shall become a part of the debt 80 1ItCured; if the 
OWDer of the property shall pay the tax 80 levied on IRICh I!eC'1lrity, it 
sbaD constitute a payment thereon. and to the extent of sueh payment, 
a full discharge thertoOf; proriJed, that if any such Iit'CUrity or indebted
ness shall be paid by sueh debtor or debtor&. after assessment and before 
the tax levy, the amount of such levy may like1rise be retained by such 
debtor or debtors, and shall be computed acoording to the tax levy of 
the pn!a'ding year~ 

SEC. 5. Every contract hereafter made, by .... hich a debtor is oblipted 
to pay any tax or -ment 011 moot'y loaned. or on any IDffl'1g3g'e. deed 
of tmst., or other lien. shall, as to any interest specified therein, and .. to 
IRICh tax or assessment., be null and void. 

SEC. 6. The po .... er of taxation shall never be surrendered or IIU.&

peuded by any grant or contract to .. hich the State &ball be a party. 
SEC. 7. The Legislature shall have the pawn to provide by law for the 

payment of all taxes on nm property by insta1meuta. 
SEC.8. The Legislature shall by law n:quire each taxpayer in this 

State to make and deliver to the OJUnty ~, annually, a statement, 
under oath, 8f'tting forth specifieally all the nm and personal property 
owned by sueh taxpayer, or in his p<-wn. or under his control, at 
nelve o'clock meridian on the first )(ooday of )larch. 

SEC.--t. A. State BoanI of F..<Joalization. C<1DJilsting' of one mffilM 
from each Congn;a&ional I>i&uia in this State, .. the __ existed in 
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eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, shall be elected by the qua.lliied 
electors of their respectiYe districts, at the general election to be held 
in the year one thonsand eight hundred and eighty~ix, and at each 
gubernatorial election thereafter, whose term of office shall be for four 
years; whose duty it shall be to equalize the valuation of the taxable 
property in the several counties of the State for the purposes of taxation. 
The Controller of State shall be ez Qifkio a member of the Board. The 
Boards of Supervisors of the several counties of the State shall constitute 
Boards of Equalization for their respective counties, whose duty it shall 
be to equalize the valuation of the taxable property in the county for the 
purpose of taxation; provided, such State and County Boards of Equal
ization are hereby authorized and empowered, under such rules of notice 
as the County Boards may prescribe as to the action of the State Board, 
to increase or lower the entire assessment roll, or any assessment con
tained therein, so as to equalize the assessment of the property contained 
in said assessment roll. and make the assessment conform to the true 
value in money of the property contained in said roll; protJided, that no 
Board of Equalization shall raise any mO~"lI.,,<>e, deed of trust, contract, 
or other obligation by which a debt is secured, money, or solvent credits, 
&>lOve its face value. The present State Board of Equalization shall 
continue in office until their successors, as herein provided for, shall be 
elected and shall qualify. The Legislature shall have power to rOOistrict 
the State into four districts, as nearly equal in population as practical, 
and to provide for the election of members of said Board of Equaliza
tion. [Amendment., adopted November 4, 1884..] 

SEC. 10. All property, except as hereinafter in this section provided., 
shall be assessed in the county, city, city and county, town, township, or 
district in which it is situated, in the manner prescribed by law. The 
franchise, roadway, roadbed, rails, and rolling stock of all railroads oper
ated in more than one county in this State shall be assessed by the State 
Board of Equalization at their actual value, and the syne shall be appor
tioned to the counties, cities and counties, cities, towns, townships, and 
districts in which such railroads are locatEd. in proportion to the number 
of milea of railway laid in such counties, cities and counties, cities, 
towns, townships, and districts. 

SEC. 11. Income taxes may be assessed W and collected from persons, 
corporations, joint-stock &ssociations, or companies resident or doing 
business in this State, or anyone or more of them, in such cases and 
amounts and in such manner, as shall be prescribed by law. 

SEC. 12. The Legislature shall provide for the levy and collection of an 
annual poll tax of not less than two dollars, on every male inhabitant of 
this State OYer twenty-one and under sixty years of age, except panpers, 
idiots, insane persons, and Indians not taxed_ Said tax shall be paid 
into the State School Fund.' 

SEC. 13. The Legislature shall pass all laws necessary to carry out 
the provisions of this article. 

VO!..I IA 
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ARTICLE XIV 

WATER AND WATER RIGHTS 

SECTION 1. The use of all water now appropriated, or that may here. 
after be appropriated, for sale, rental, or distribution, is hereby declared 
to be a public use, and subject to the regulation and control of the State, 
in the manner to be prescribed by law; provided, that the rates or com
pensation to be collected by any persou, company, or corporation in this 
State, for the use of water supplied to any city and county, or city, or 
town, or the inhabitants thereof, shall be fixed, annually, by the Board 
of Supervisors, or City and County, or City or Town Council, or other 
governing body of such city and county, or city or town, by ordinance or 
otherwise, in the mauner that other ordinances or legislative acts or reso
lutions are passed by such body, and shall continue in force for one year 
and no longer. Such ordinances or resolutions shall be passed ill the 
month of February of each year, and take effect on the first day of July 
thereafter. Any Board or body failing to pass the necessary ordinances 
or resolutions fixing water rates, where necessary, within such time, shall 
be subject to peremptory process to compel action at the suit of any party 
interested, aud shall be liable to such further processes and penalties ,as 
the Legislature may prescribe. Any person, company, or corporation 
collecting water rates in any city and county, or city or town in this 
State, otherwise ·than as so established, shall forfeit the franchises and 
waterworks of such person, company, or corporation to the city and 
county, or city or town, where the same are collected, fOil the public 
use. 

SEC. 2. The right to collect rates or compensate for the use of water 
supplied to any county, city and county, or town, or the inhabitants 
thereof, is a francpise, and cannot be exercised except by authority of 
and in the manner prescribed by law. 

ARTICLE XV 

HARBOUR FRONTAGES, ETC. 

SECTION 1. The right of .eminent domain is hereby declared to exist in 
the State to all fronta"ues on the navigable waters of this State. 

SEC. 2. No individual, partnership, or corporation, claiming or possess
ing the frontage or tidal lands of a harbour, bay, inlet, estuary, or other 
navigable water in this State, shall be permitted to exclude the right of 
way to such water whenever it is required for any public purpose, nor to 
destroy or obstruct the free navigation of such water; and the Legis

'latureshaU enact such laws as will give the most liberal construction to 
this provision so that access to the navigable waters of this State shall be 
always attainable for the people thereof. 

SEC. 3. All tide lands within two miles of any incorporated city or 
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toWll of thia State and fronting on the waters of any harbour, estuary, 
bay, or inlet, used for the purposes of navigation, shall he withheld from 
grant or BBie to private persons, partnerships, or corporatioD& 

ARTICLE XVI 

STATB nrDBBTBD5BBB 

SaCTlow 1. The Legislature shall not, in any ID8l1ner, create any debt 
or debts, liability or liahilities, which shall, singly or in the aggregate with 
any previous debts or liabilities, exceed the sum of three hundred thou
sand dollars, except in case of war to repel invasion or suppress insurrec
tion, unless the same shall he authorized by law for some single object or 
work to he distinctly speCified therein, which law shall provide ways and 
means, exclusive of loans, for the payment of the interest of such debt or 
liability 88 it falls due, and also to pay and diScharge the principal of such 
debt or liability within twenty years of the time of the contracting thereof, 
and shall he irrepealable until the principal and interest thereon shall he 
paid and discharged; but no such law shall take effect until, at a general 
election, it shall have been submitted to the people and shall have reo 
ceived a majority of all the votes cast for and against it at such election; 
and all moneys raised by authority of such law sball he applied only to 
the specific object therein stated, or to the payment of the debt thereby 
created, and such law shall he published in at least one newspaper in 
each count)', or city and county, if one he published therein, throughout 
the State, fQ1 three months IlIlxt preceding the election at which it is sub
mitted to the people. The Legislature may at any time after the ap
proval of such law by the people, if no debt shall haTe been contracted in 
pursuance thereof, repeal the aame. 

ARTICLE XVII 

UJrD AND BOJlBBTaAD axallPTlOII 

SaCTIOII 1. The Legislature shall protect, by law, from forced BBie, a 
certain portion of the homestead and other property of all heads of 
families. 

Sac. 2. The holding of large tracts of land, uncultivated and unim
proyed, by individuals or corporations, is against the public interest, and 
should he discouraged by all means not inconsistent with the rights of 
private property. 

Sac. 3. Lands beloDging to thia State, which are suitable for cultiva.
tion, shall he granted only to actual settlers. and in quantities not exceed
ing three hundred and twenty acres to each settler, under such conditions 
as ahall be prescribed by law. 
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ARTICLE XIX 

CHINESB 

SECTION 1. The Legislature shall prescribe all necessary regulations 
for the protection of the State, and the connties, cities, and towns thereof, 
from the burdens and evils arising from the presence of aliens who are or 
may become va.,DTaDts, paupers, mendicants, criminals, or invalids afilicted 
with contagious or infectious diseases, and from aliens otherwise danger
ous or detrimental to the well-being or peace of the State, and to impose 
conditions upon which such persons may reside in the State, and provide 
the means and mode of their removal from the State, upon failure and 
refusal to comply with such conditions; provitkd, that nothing contained 
in this seetion shall be construed to impair or limit the power of the Ug
islature to pass such police laws or other regulations as it may deem 
necessary. 

SEC. 2. No corporation now existing or hereafter formed under the 
laws of this State, shall, after the adoption of this Constitution, employ, 
directly or indirectly, in any capacity, any Chinese or Mongolian. The 
Legislature shall pass such laws as may be necessary to enforce this 
provision. 

SEC. 3. No Chinese shall be employed on any State, connty, mnnicipal, 
or other public work, except in pnnishment for crime. 

SEC. 4. The presence of foreigners ineligible to become citizens of the 
United States is declared to be dangerous to tbe wt'll-being of tbe State, 
and the Lt'gislature shall discour&.,"ll their immigration by all the mt'ans 
within its power. Asiatic coolieism is a forin of human slavery, and is 
for ever prohibited in this State, and all contracts for coolie labour shall 
be void. All companies or corporations, whether formed in this country 
or any foreign conntry, for the importation of such labour, shall be subject 
to such penalties as the Lt'gislature may prescribe. The Legislatu!C shall 
delegate all necessary power to the incorporated cities and towns ~his 
State for the removal of Chinese without the limits of such citia,; and 
towns, or for their location within prescribed portions of those limits, and 
it shall also provide the necessary legislation to prohibit the introduction 
into this State of Chinese after the adoption of the Constitution. This 
section shall be enforced by appropriate legislation. 

:KND OF VOL. I 
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