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FOREWORD 

Exports of American automotive products reached a total valu­
ation of $563,853,995 in 1929, an increase of 8 per cent over 1928, 
and represented approximately 10 per cent of the United· States 
production. 

In view of the importance of these exports, the regulations and 
internal taxation on motor vehicles in foreign countries, in so far as 
they tend to restrict sales of American automotive products abroad, 
are of vital interest to the American automotive industry. Construc­
tion requirements throughout the world are generally met by standard 
American vehicles, but the problem of local taxation is more difficult. 
This is particularly true in the case of taxation based on horsepower 
and weight, the American automobile having a much greater horse­
power rating and weight than European vehicles in its price class. 

A questionnaire was sent to foreign representatives of the Depart­
ments of State and Commerce a few years ago on the subject of auto­
motive regulations and taxation, and the information contained 
in the replies was published early in 1927 as Trade Information 
Bulletin No. 463. Since that time so many requests have been 
received for a revision that another questionnaire was sent out; this 
publication includes the information secured. 

While an endeavor has been made to make this publication as 
nearly complete as possible, it was found impossible to publish all the 
information secured. It is suggested that American exporters make 
specific request of the automotive division of the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce for further data on the countries in which 
they are most interested. 

OCTOBER, 1930. 

WILLIAM L. COOPER, Director, 
Bureau oj Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
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NOTE 

The information contained in this publication is the latest a-vail­
able at the time of going to press. However, new regulations and 
new conditions are constantly being reported from the oversea 
representatives whose reports have made the basis for this bulletin. 
Wherever possible the probable changes in the immediate future 
have been indicated. The automotive division of the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce will be glad to furnish more com­
plete information on specific points in correspondence with Amer­
ican exporters. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE REGULATIONS AND TAXA 
IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

American automobiles encounter practically no prohibito~ 
tions in any of the countries of the world; in fact, they hav 
the way for vehicles of other countries in the remotest come 
world, and have, in most cases, set the standard for other velL 
follow. Regulations, of course, have been necessal1, but the 
usually gone hand in hand with development and Improvem 
the various American models placed on the market. 

In the matter of taxation, however, American automobiles ha 
fared so well. In numerous countries, principally in Europe, the 
taxation is unfavorable to American design, by reason of the fact 
taxes are based on horsepower; European vehicles in the same 

. class pay relatively lower rates than American vehicles with m 
greater horsepower. 

Although some producing countries protect local manufacture J 
means of high import duties, American automobiles nevertheless ~ 
imported and are in operation in large numbers. 

REGULATIONS 
TYPES PROIDBITED 

• Only a very few countries prohibit any particular type of automu·, 
bile. In French West Africa, Sierra Leone, and the Society Islands, 
trailers may be operated only with special permission; they are not 
allowed at all in Porto Rico or in Canton, China. They must be 
drawn by tractors in Japan, while in Buenos Aires, both city' and 

~
v:ince, Argentina, and in Ceylon there must be only one traIler to 
ck. The Fiji Islands ban side cars; Cyprus forbids trucks weigh­
ver 3 tons; while :mthiopia prohibits trailers, trucks, and busses 
~r to reserve a monopoly of the bus business for a concessionaire. 

OVERLOADING 

eported that American manufacturers, particularly of trucks, 
erienced considerable difficulty with the overloading evil in 

.gn countries as a result of dealers substituting their own 
ates for those of the manufacturer, and, in some cases, 
.he vehicle at a capacity greater than the factory rating. 
51e :uestionnaire "'Dt to repre"'Dtatives of the Depart­

rce and the consuls of the State Department requested 
the local practice in this respect. 
ow in many cases that vehicles are heavily over­

e are no laws to prevent the evil. They show, 
oreign vehicles are overrated and that dealers 

etimes placed at a disadvantage with for­
-~,nelled to adhere strictly to the Amer­

merican factory capacity plates, 
e dealers' statements in this 
~cal authorities. 

1 



R VEHICLE REGULATIONS AXD TAXATION 

unicipal authorities limit weight according to oral statement by 
of manufacturer. 

must have plate showing make, type, and scrial number. 
te showing tare and maximum loaded weight. Same for 
of higher-maximum load plate for that supplied by maker 

y, but not by any distributor of American trucks. Load 
xed by anyone. 

_ ... ~vH/.-l\1anufacturers' plates not required, but desirable. 
and Province of Buenos Aires).-License card shows maximum 
to tax paid. No specific law as to changing plates. There 
and considerable advertising of higher capacity in Argentina. 

es (not necessarily of manufacturer) must be attached to trucks 
showing maximum load. Advertising of higher-than-rated capacity 
but not probable. 

regulations prohibit changing of capacity plates, original 
manufacturers to be maintained intact and in accessible location. 

h Malaya.-Maximum weight given on registration card is painted on 
Police are endeavoring to prevent overloading, not with the design of 

overloading beyond capacity of particular vehicle but with the 
. ng the roads. 

arbin).-Prohibition against loading beyond fact.ory capacity rating 
dealer. In practice overloading occurs. 

(Mukden).-Law provides vehicles not to be loaded beyond factory 
rating shown by dealer, but in practice trucks are overloaded by about 
ton; busses often overloaded. No law as to plates. 

and Kiangslt Province, International Selllement, and French 
cks and trailers must haye either plate or painting on side 

maximum freight capacity authorized by Shanghai Municipal Council 
gross weight beyond which the vehicle must not be loaden. For busses, net 
gross weights and passenger capacities must be shown on a plate affixed COD­

_IJ1\)UVU~J .. y to yehicle. To combat tIlt' oyerloading evil the council has provided, 
e April 1, 1930, that a certified copy of manufacturer's specifications 

be furnished before license is issued, the said specifications to be certified 
by factory or home office. A 20 per cent oyerload on gross weight will be per­
mitted in excess of manufacturer's certified specifications. 

China (Rpecial municipality of Greater Shanghai-ChiNese-controlled area).­
No vehicle may be loaded in excess of factory rating. 

Cosla Rica.-Factory capacity plates should be attached, because traffic 
officials accept them as the only authorized indication of the capacity or weight 
limit of bus or truck. 

Cuba.-No plates required; purchasers are so familiar with American tru 
that a dealer would not be able to overrate the capacity. Moreover, go 
ment officials are zealous ill their efforts to prevent oyer/oading, as f 
collected according to weight. 

Danzig.-Each vehicle must have factory plate showing manufacturer. 
number of chassis, horsepower, and net weight. Vehicles under 2~ 
eluding motor cycles, must show cylinder content; over 5 tOIlS gross m 
on plate permitted load, axle and rim pressure. RegUlations do not s 
forbid change of plates or overrating of capacity by dealer, but p 
given public by official inspector and the type certificate. 

Denmark.-Maximum load must be shown. Dealers not specific 
to overrate or to substitute their own plates, but any substitute 
not show rating excceding that of the automobile experts co 
Ministry of Justice. 

Dominican Republic.-No law as to plates, but maximum 
and trucks must be entered on registration card and never 

Egypt.-No law as to plates. Maximum load is determ' 
ties. No law as to overrating. Overloading is commol 

Es/onia.-Plates not required. Tendency is noted ~ 
rate manufacturer's capacity, but lately the . 
because manufacturers are doing direct ad 
becoming fairly well acquainted with 

Ethiopia.-No attention yet given to 
is common. 

France.-No law as to plates. 
he would be liable for prosecut 

French Wesl Africa ( 
load of trucks, but law is 
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Germany.-Plate required showing name of manufacturer, number of chassis, 
horsepower, net weight. 

Gold Coasl.-Government licenses vehicles, which are officially weighed by an 
official testing officer to determine maximum loads. It is common, however, 
to see vehicles loaded far beyond their licensed weight. Arhertising by dealers 
of higher than manufacturer's capacity not practiced. 

Greece.-Pay-Ioad capacity of every truck is determined by Ministry of Com­
munications. Absence of requirement that plate be attached b~' manufacturer 
permits some dealers to replace manufacturer's plate with their own and to 
advertise, for iI~tance, a U~-ton chassis as a 2-ton unit. Greek authorities are 
lenient in determining pay-load capacity and often accept dealer's statement. 
Many purchasers, however, are aware of the existence of manufacturer's plates 
and are now insisting on seeing them. 

Gualemala.-No regUlations requiring manufacturer's plates. Trucks and 
busses usually come from the rnited States with regular factory plates attached. 
Some manufacturers wisely underrate maximum load, as most truck owners 
constantly overload. No reports have been made, however, as to dealer sub­
stituting own for factory plates, and there are no laws prohibiting advertising 
trucks at excessive capacity. 

Hungary.-Factory capacity plate must be furnished. Laws do not forbid 
dealers to substitute own capacity plates or to overrate in advertising; thus 
American trucks are being discredited by dealers. 

Japan.-No law as to determining capacity. In Tokyo supervision is by 
Tokyo Dealers' Association, but it is customary to overload trucks. Dealers 
in many cases ha\'e only a hazy idea of actual load limits of their vehicles and 
are not a\'erse to overrating their carr~'ing capacity in order to increase sales; 
however, the legal restrictions un maximum weight and the fact that in many 
Prefectures taxes are based OIl rated capacity ha\'e acted as strong deterring 
factors to any widespread overrating of trucks in Japan. It is advisable for all 
American manufacturers of light trucks to mark clearly the maximum capacity. 
There are no laws forbidding dealers to substitute their own plates for those of 
the manufacturer or to advertise truck at higher-than-factory capacity. 

Lithuania.-No law or regulation as to overloadin¥ motor chassis or trucks; 
overloading is a common practice, and chassis with IJz ana 2)~ tons capacity are 
frequently sold as 2H and 3H tons capacity. Even though data as to weight 
and capacity must be given municipal authorities when registration is applied 
for, dealers still may advertise at a higher than the real capacity. 

Madagascar.-Factory plates showing maximum load required. 
Madeira.-Factory rating plates not required. Busses are inspected to pre­

vent overloading, and there are 'few trucks other than those with bus bodies. 
No tendency to overload trucks. Although local laws do not require plates 
giving maximum load, they would, ne\'ertheless, be useful to both dealers and 
public. 

Mal/a.-No law as to plates, but it is believed that in case of accident, where 
plates have been changed, authorities would prosecute, not only on ground of 
deception with intent to defraud but also on grounds of endangering public 
safety. 

Martinique.-Plates required. American cars are advertised and sold accord­
ing to manufacturer's rated capacity, but local dealers agree that overloading 
evil is practiced by most owners. 

Mexico.-Plates should be attached bv manufacturer to chassis. It is believed 
that the tariff law of January 1, 1936, will make it impossible for dealers to 
substitute manufacturer's capacity plates. 

Netherlands.-Plate required showing name of factory, capacity, etc., but no 
law against substituting a dealer's plate or overloading by owners. 

Netherland East Indies.-No law as to plates; manufacturers commonly 
attach them. Dealers not specifically forbidden to change plates or to overrate. 

Nigeria.-Penalty of £50 for failure to give correct capacity to licensing 
authority. Law as to false trade-marks and descriptions strictly enforced in 
British West Africa; it is believed that any dealer substituting own plate or 
overrating would be severely dealt \\ith. 

Norway.-Weight accepted by :\Iinistry of Labor is that guaranteed by the 
manufacturer in writing or that stated in original catalogues of manufacturer. 
No attention given to plates attached b\' either manufacturer or dealer. 'Written 
declaration of manufacturer should give permitted weight in kilos and be signed 
by managing director of company or chief engineer, signature witnessed by a 
notary public. 
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Panama.-Manufacturers' plates on trucks showing maximum load desirable 
but not required. 

Persia.-No attention is paid to manufacturer's plates. Weight is determined 
locally, and the rating is invariably about one-third higher than that of the 
manufacturer. Overloading, therefore, is pronounced in Persia, dependent 
chiefly on trucks for its transportation. Serious damage has resulted to trucks 
strained far beyond their capacity. Even were the regUlations enforced, how­
ever arbitrary, the evil would be lessened. Passenger cars, likewise, are fre­
quently overloaded. 

Peru.-One dealer is reported removing manufacturer's plates and selling 
trucks as of higher capacity. No laws. 

Philippines.-Maximum allowable gross weight fixed by Director of Public 
Works. 

Poland.-No regulations. Because of numerous accidents recently, vehicles 
are subject to periodic inspection to provide against road accidents due to de­
fective mechanism or chronic overloading. Dealers overrate without interfer­
ence. Often one sees in Poland a factory-rated 1-ton chassis hauling load of 
4 or 5 tons. 

Portugal.-The commission classifying capacity of vehicles is supposed to be 
guided by manufacturer's catalogues and plates; it gives certificates which 
dealers are forbidden to change. However, overloading prevails, and dealers 
manage to sell trucks at overrated capacity. 

Rumania.-No law as to plates. One dealer stated frankly he overrated, 
being compelled to do so to meet ratings of European trucks which are based 
on chassis capacity plus weight of the body. 

Sierra Leone.-As in all of British West Africa, laws as to correct painting of 
maxjmum weight on trucks are strictly enforced and offenders fined. Any dealer 
who would misrepresent the capacity and paint wrong maximum capacity would 
be prosecuted summarily and fined £20. 

Spain.-Trucks are taxed according to capacity; misstatement would be 
fraud on the State and punishable by law. Owner would hardly overstate 
because of extra taxation and chance of examining engineer rejecting the truck 
out when misstatement is noted. 

Sweden.-No laws; Swedish inspectors do not accept dealers' ratip.gs, but 
determine them themselves; any truck owner carrying a load beyond rated 
capacity is subject to fine. Every effort is made by distributors to have manu­
facturers overrate or allow as much leeway as possible, for other trucks with 
which they compete may be overrated. 

Switzerland.-No law as to plate other than that one, by either manufacturer 
or dealer, must be attached. 

Syria.-Plate required, not necessarily that of manufacturer. No law against 
substitution. 

Trinidad.-Overloading evil in Trinidad is entirely due to owners, as dealers 
do their utmost to prevent it. No laws. Owner must attach plate showing 
maximum load. 

Turkey.-Overloading general for both trucks and busses. No laws. 
Venezuela.-Overloading common; dealers do not change capacity plates. 

No law as to changing plates or overrating capacity. 

SPEED UMITS 

The questionnaire which elicited the information for this publica­
tion also included a request that laws creating speed limits, if any, 
be outlined. The automotive division now has in its files an almost 
complete list of speed limits for various types of vehicles and for the 
different kinds of roads in the various countries of the world. The 
data can not, on account of lack of space, be included in this publica­
tion, but may be obtained on specific application. 

BRAKES 

In general, standard American braking systems fulfill local require­
ments. A few countries permit a single set operated jointly by two 
separate controls, but the majority require two independent sets. 
Four-wheel brakes are usually satisfactory if satisfying the require­
ment as to two independent systems. 
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OTHER REGULATIONS 

Lack of space precludes, in many cases, the publication of complete 
data covering motor-vehicle regulations. Where additional informa­
tion is desired covering some particular countries, it would be advisable 
that the reader inquire of the automotive division whether such data 
are available and request a loan of the particular reports desired. 
The following table presents a resume of the capacity, construction, 
lighting, highway, and brake regulations. 



\r;,. ia: 
Aden i\1 a'lilrllltn \\'Plght (III tIlY axle, 

R tOIlS; trailer, <1 tons; total, 
all axles, 12 tons. 

(' 'mssis load not to "xceed 10 
(eet in height from road or 
overlap width of vehiole. 
Maximum width 7)1 feet, 
length 26 fpet. Hulc to left; 
right drive roquir('d; in case 
of left drive, vehicle must ho 
e<]ulll]le<1 on ri~ht side with, 
meoha"ionl si~naliuK appa· I' 

ratu. of pattern approved 
hy reglstrntion amhorlty. I 
Taxla and publlo oon\'ey· I 
anoes not lioensed unless' 

2 head light.s, I red tail light 
with white beam for license 
plate. Motor cycle, 1 head 
light !lnd I.!lil li~ht, iIIumi· 
!",ting both front and roar 
licenses; motor c~'ole with 
side oar nlUst h(l.\'(I, in nli(li· 
tlon. another side light.: up· 
per half uf faeo of he!ldligh Is 
must be painted black. 
Spotlights prohibited. 

with right drive. I 
HedJaz ........................................................................ ; ••••••••••••••••••••.••••••..••. 

Argentina: 
C1~~~.BuenQ,! I' .............................. . 

I 

Pro v inee of! 
Buenos A irtls.r 

I 

1 

'I 

i 

Maximum weight for 4·wlw.l 
vchieln is 12 metric tons 
~ross, per axle 8 mptric tons. 
I r three or more axles, 2.50 
Inl'tl'rs apart, maximum 
wl'ight (j tons p('r a.xle; 5 1)4;'r \ 
(~'Dt tolt'rfmce in rnuximunl 'I 

wpi~hts. lIcavit'r loads re· 
quirt' ~PI'f'iIlJ p('rlllits. 

Rule to left; either drive! right 
preferred. Trucks we ghlng 
over 6,000 kilos must have 
rubber tires. 

Maximum length 9 meters, 
width 2.') rnct"rs, height a.75 
meters; tmiler length I~ 
Illl'tns. Hule to left; l'itlll'r 
drive, right {Jrl1fllrred. 
Width of tire at point of con· 
t!let with roa<l, pm'umatic 
an<l solid, 1 oontimeter for 
every 125 kilos gross w,dght 
of truck; metal tin's 1 ,,,,nti· 
mett'r for overy 100 kilos. 

2 cowl lights, lelt white, right 
green; 1 tail light with red 
bram for rear and white 
beam lor license. Head 
lights (car may be equipped 
with them) may not be used, 
even with dimmers. 

Samn as for eity t'xcept heart 
lights gClll'rnlly u,ed on 
country roads. '['ail light at 
rigbt. 

Horns not restricttld as to t.ype 
hut suhject to lIpproval of 
lic("nsing Huthorit y. (4'ront 
and rear liccnses. 

Horn or other warning device. 
A license pJa teo 

No sirens or whistles; 1 tone 
only, of low pitch. 1 Iront

l 1 rear license plate, usua 
position. Solid tires pay 50 
per oont, metal tires 400 per 
cent, more than pneumatic 
tires in license Cees. 

1 front, 1 rear, license plate, 
usual pOSition. 

Only requirement that 1 brake 
must be applied hy foot of 
driver. 4·wheel brake, ne· 
coptahle. 



Country 

Australia _______ _ 

AUTOMOTIVE CAPACITY, CONSTRUCTION, LIGHTING, HIGHWAY, AND BRAKE REGULATIONs-Continued 

Capncity 

New South Wales, inside me­
tropolis, lUoss weight 4-
whep) vehiclrs, pneumatic 
tires, 12 tons, solid tires 13 
tons 4 hundredweight; 6-
wheelers, 10 tons; outside 
metropolis, 4-wheel pneu­
matics 11 tons, 4-wheel other 
12 tons 2 hundredweight; 
6-wheelers 14 tons 13 hun­
dredweight. Queensland, 6 
hundredweight solid and 6~ 
hundredweight semisolid an 
Inch width of tire a whed 
(unless by special authori­
ty). Maximum tare (unladen 
weight) 5 tons lor passenger 
or commercial vehicle; maxi­
mum load 5 tons. Maxi­
mum IUOSS weIght from 4~ 
hundredweight an inch 
width 01 tire on wheel under 
15 inches diameter to 12)4 
hundred weights an inch 
width 01 tire on a wheel 76 
inches in diameter in case 
of pneumatics. Victoria, in­
side metropolitan area, max­
Imum gross weight 4-wheels 
10 tons, 6-wheels 13 tons; out­
side area 4-wheels 8 tons, or 
ratJ-competttlve 10 tons; 6-
wheels, 13 tons. South Aus­
tralia, gross 12 tons; back 
IUle maximum two-thirds; 
6~ tons back axle with metal 
tires, 8 tons back axle rubber. 
Tasmania, net load 4 tons, 
special cases 5 tons; maxi­
mUm gross 5 hundredweight 
each inch 01 tire bearing sur­
face. Western Australia, 
gross 10 tons. Permissible 
weights 4-wheclers, from 4)-2 
hundredweight an inch ve­
hicle with 1)-2 inches tire sur­
face a wheel to 8" hundred-

(.~(}nstruction requirements 

Maximum height, New Routh 
Wak" 13 feet, (,luel'o"land 
Q)-2 fl'et, Vi('toria 12 feet, 
South Australia (nO(lr to top) 
9 feet, other States not 
shown. Maximum length, 
New South Wales 40 leet 
(bus 30 f"pt) , Queensland 26 • 
leet, Victoria 28 fcet, South 
Australia 30 feet, Western 
Australia 40 feet, others not 
shown. Maximum willth, 
New South Wales 8 leet, 
Queensland 7~ feet, Vic­
toria 8 feet, South Australia 
81eet, Tasmania 8 lcd, Fed­
erated Territories not shown, 
Western Australia 7~ feet 
(trailer 7 feet). Rule to left, 
right drive required. Turn­
Ing radius, busses New 
South Wales, 60leet. Solid. 
tires prohibited on busses in 
New South Wales, Victoria, 
or Western Australia. In 
New South Wales tires on 
vehicle carrying hetwoon 12 
tons and 13 tons 4 hundred­
weight must be solid, with 
minimum widths 01 7 Inches 
Iront and 14 Inches rear. 
Queensland minimum thick­
ness, solid or semisolid, l~ 
Inches, Victoria, mInimum 
thickness other than pneu­
matic, 1 inch, TasmanIa l~ 
Inches. Western Australia, 
solid tire, minImum width 
I~ inches. Maximum over­
hang beyond center line of 
rear axle, New South Wales 
bus one-third length of 
wheelbaso, special cases 7~ 
feet; Queensland, busses 50 
per cent, others 65 per cent; 
VictorIa, one-third 01 wheel­
base, maximum body pro-

Lightmg re~ulatlOns I 
2 head lights, 1 red tail li~ht, 

with wiutc bl'Rm fur li('cnsl' 
IlIatc. Dimmer.s not SPl'dll-r 
('sHy. hut in ~ITect, requirf'd, 
head lights requlTl'd to 1)(' 
adjustahle to pre \ ('nt glen'. 
Spotlights not sp"rifieally, 
but in efTl'ct prohibited. 

Highway regulations 

Usual warning device, Sirf'DS 
prohibitt'd. 1 front, 1 rf'af 
JiL'ensc plate; 1 on rORr of 
traller_ In all States except 
Fedrratl'd 'I'{'rritoriC's, solid 
tir(\s pay IWRvipr liC(,IHi(' «'('S, 
varying from If) per cent to 
flO IM'r rrnt. In a few ca~('s 
100 or 200 pl·r cent morc. 

Brake regulations 

2 independent sets of brakes 
throughout Australia; 4-
wheel brakes satisfartory 
when complYing with this re­
quirement. In New South 
Wales and queensland trail­
ers must haw brakes lnde­
j1('ndent 01 drawing yehicle. 



weight an inch ot Ure surtace 
where wheels are 5~ inches 
each. Maximum unladen 
bus 5 tons, laden 8 tons, 
2~ tons a wheel; weight any 
axle up to 5 tons not more 
than two-thinls total weight. 

Austria ... _. _____ Net 0,000 kilos; gross 10,000 
inches. Maximum load tor 
truck and trailers 10,000 
kilos. 

. \7.0rcs ___________ l\laxillluJII wei~lIt, loaded vc-
hides 011 hi",hways, I!)O kilos 
ground pre~sure (or eu('h 
centilllel.er width of wheel 
rims. Bllham"s (Island ____________________________ . __ _ 

ot New Provi-
dence). 

BelgiHn ('on~(L __ l\:luximulIl gro ..... ~ wei~ht, 1· 
wheel ,ehlde, ,),OO() kilos; or 
:~-wh(>pl or le~s, :J,OOO kilos; 
also part of tire in eonta('t 
with ",round must he I eenti­
lIleter ill width for eu('h 7;) 
kilos supported by wheel, 
with minimulIl width of (J 
("eBtimeters. Belgium ________________________________________ _ 

JecUon 18 Inches. South 
AustraUa blls 0.3 overall 
length at "r hicle or 8 leet, 
whiehevrr is less, body 
projection over wheels, side 
at rear, I toot. 

Maximum width at load 2.5 
m('ters; maximum height, 
4.5 meters. Hule 01 road to 
lett, but (loverument plans 
rule to right in 1930. Solid 
tires lorhidden in most 
Provinces. Huhher tires 
required on all vehid('s. 
Trticks with carry In I( capa­
city up to 3 tons must have 
pneumatiP tirf."s; Qv('r 3 tons 
semisolid tires with air 
chambers. All trailers in 
Vienna mu~t havl' pnf'u­
matic or flt'misolid tin's with 
air chambers. 

Maximum width, 2." meters. 
Governors (' 0 m p 1J loS 0 r y. 
Hule to ri~ht. 

Hule 01 road Ie It. __ . 

MI\ximum width, 2!" meters, 
mduding huhs and axles; 
axles may not proje('t over 
20 e'Ontimeters beyond rim 
olwheel. Mllximum hei~ht, 
5 meters. Hule to right, lelt 
drive prelerred. Condition 
01 roads makes high clear­
ance desirable. 

Maximum over-all width, 2.5 
meters. Rule to right; Ie It 
drive prelerred. 

hcad lights, I "'ar I'<'d tail 
light, with ('otllhinatioll 
white rllY to illuminate II· 
('('Dse vIatl'; rl'ar lamp in 
Vienna must hl' so win'd 
that it ('an not 1)(' t'xtinguish­
ed (rOln intrrior o( ear; front 
lamps should be lomted to 
show extreme width 01 enr, 
or a sl"<"ial set or 2 sman 
lamps on Iront olend ollllud­
guards. II<.ad lights must 
have anti~l(lrc or spcf'ial non-I 
da.zzlin~ rnys. I\.totor Cy(.'ll'S 
one front lamp; if with ~i<le 
rar, two (ront, one n'ar li~ht. 

2 head lights, 1 red t,"IIi~ht; 
dimmers (·ompulsory. 

2 Iront lights, I rear light with 
white rayon license plate 
B.nd r(ld ray in rear. 

2 helllilights, 1 red talll:~hl 
with white heam for license 
plate. ])immers ('ompul­
sory. 

2 head lights, 1 red taillight at 
Ie It end; dimmers compul­
sory. Each trailer must 
have white light in front to 
lett and red light lelt rear ot 
last trailer. Motor cycles, I 
head Iigbt and rear red light 
unless equipped wIth sidecar 
on lelt, In which case wbite 
light must show to lelt of side 
car; II side car is on right, sec­
ond Ught 18 optional. 

~olid tirl's prohibitrll in Vi('I1-
nn and in many otil .. 'r mUDi<'­
i}mlitirs. Only OU(l traikr 
allow!'''lo!1 truck. In cities 
only dl'I'I'-tol1('<1 hulb horns 
or dnIllVt'd pil'('trie' horns; 
otill'r whistlPs and warning 
dl'vil'('s lorbidden. One 
front, one rpar li<'(lns(' f)]ate. 
1\1 otor l'y('lt's ont' front l)lntt'. 
~orrH' Provinc('s a:;spss high­
l'f tax Crr solid tires, 

Some wllrning devi('e H'qllired . 
l"rollt !lnll renr li('enl"p. plrltes. 

Horn or warning deykc re­
quired, hut IlO lestridl(JlI as 
to tYII('· Front and rear II' 
('ens(' plates. 

\VarninjJ; si~1\Hl n.udihlc 100 
meters. Low tom~ for auto­
mobiJtos, higllt~r (ur motor 
"ycle". Front Ilnd rellr li· 
e'Onse plates. 

1 RonoroUS warning signal au­
dible 100 meters. License 
plate in rear 30 centimeters 
Irom ground. Semipneu­
mat'" pay 25 per cent, solid 
tires 100 per rent, and metnl· 
lie tires 150 per cent more 
than pneumatic. 

4-whl'I'1 hrakes satbls('tory it 
with 2 St"Ul.ffl.t(~ ('(Inlrols. ('Hell 
iml;;>IK'ndt'nt. In g'f'lWrn.l, 
Am('rll'nn hrakl's snti~(n('­
tory. 'frllill'rs witll .2 Hxks 
nlu8t haw' hrakl's. 

4·\\ heel lirakes satislactory: 
2 independent sets. 

4-wheel hrakes satisfuctory. 

2 ind6JKmdent sets of hrnkes. 
Proh8hl~' simde SCI operated 
hy 2 sepllnttc (Ooutrols Hot 
sntislactory; 4-whecl brakes 
satistactory. 

2 independent sets 01 hrakes, 
each operating on at least 2 
wheels, I able to hold with· 
out inten'enton of driver. 
Trailer must have brakes 
il hauled by other than 
tractor. 



('onntry 

BoliYia 

Bra,j] 

I 

Brit i,h E,,>,I AI- ! 
ric':l (K('n~'a, 
Tanganyika, 
tigan<ia), 

Hril i.",h (illi;JlI:L 

B r i tis h lion· 
durn...; 

lriti,h ~1:,laya 

AUTOMOTIVE CAPACITY, CO~STRUCTION, LIGlITING, HIGHWAY, AND BRAKE REGUJ,ATIONs-Continued 

('<l.IHwity 

\l:l\j·tlll'l! gro:-;~ weights for 
trut'ks. ri.l.s 10 to 1~ ('ellti­
JIlctf'rS, :{ flletric tons; I~ to 
1!l('AntinwttTs, Ii tOilS; 1;)(020 
('entitll('t(~r~, ~I tons; o\"('r 20 
('elltimptprs. 12 tons. l'as­
senger vphi('les sen.tin~ over-; 
(·onsitlered, in v. ei~ht regu­
lations, as trurks, 

l :J!!lllda, IIl<niTIlUIll gross 
wehrht Ii tOilS; nOIlC in Tan­
ganyika fllld J\.('n~'ll. ,:\,1 ax­
illJum gross wei~ht of trailer 
2~~ tOIlS. 

:\l:l\illltlili \\ri!-!!11 ill Illtlllid­
II:,} limits I f ~Ifjlits ~ettle­
Illents a tc ll~ lief: llwxillltlJll 
gn ss weight h tl liS I'f'r !I\le 
und ~ tOIlS fl'r illl ,nles. 1\I,IX­
irrltlrn net wei~'ht frailer 2Y2 
tons. ~f( ss :nle weight 4 tOilS. 
(Jutsit.e ltHlllldpnl areas 
mn\imunl weight all axles 
X tons, tl'<lilers ;{ tOIlS. In 
Federaled M ulny "tates 
mnximllIll axle wcightli telns. 
l\'f uximtllll l,verh:lIlg in Fed­
erated I\'lalny ~tates heyond 
rear axle IY2 feet. J Jl Strait.s 
Settlemenls millimulll tire 

('onstrIldion requirements 

rl'rll(,~:S, nUl\iIllllTll length 
!l!f't('r~, width 2';) mctf'rs. 
Iwi)!ht :~,[j illeters; trailer:-: 
the sallle, ~l\('ept Illfixilllllll1 
lpnJ,!th of hoth vC'hl('leo;; 2;) 
IllPleTS. 1\1uximUTn willi)} 
of htJsse~ in Hio clp Janeiro 
:l.:! lIletrrs. hut lwiJ!ht is 
g-rrutcr so that douhle-dtlck 
husses pcrmissihle. HlIle to 
right; ei1her drive allow~d, 
hut ~);, p('r {'('nl arc left hand. 

1\1 aximutll }If~ight, trucks and 
trailers, 12 fert; lrn~tll. 
1.Turks, 20 (eel,. trailtlrs 2;) 
fC'rt; ,vidth tru(·ks find trail­
rrs_ 7 feet. Hale t I) Irft: 
Tight driyf'. 

H.lIle In Jeft; eililPr ciriYr. 
\la\illlUlll o\·Nhang or 
hod \' 1 (ppI ha('k of ('Plllf'r 
lirH' 'of rear axlf'. 

Hille 10 left; pitllt'r dri \ t' per­
mittrd. 

Vtdl'rilled :\Jnl:l\" ~t,ltes ilJIII 
. -':Iraits :--:etllrIllrnts. 1\lnxi­
mUIlI ()yenllilength 24 fpct, 
wid t h i"Yz ((>Pl. Jlf"ight (relll 
grollnd unloaded or loaded 
12 f(let. In ~lrHils :--:ettle­
trH'lIts Ilwximllm wlieel h;l~e , 
1,\ feet, Fe<ierate,d 1\1 Blay I 
"taLes 15 feet. In Federated I 
.\.lalay RtatCR maxirnUlll I 
o\"erllll length of trailer 1f) I' 

fpeL, width 7y'! feet, height 
lOfer!; in StraitsHettlement" I 
'20, 7}/z. and 12 feet, respel'­
tivel,v. In ~tr;lits ~ettle­
tnents trueks must he so cun· I 

Lighti:g ~e~ul"tiO~' _~ ! 
~ hend li~hts, t taillight. ______ ! 
2 cowl lights (not enforced), 2 

head lighL" n'd tail light, 
left side, with white lwam 
for li(,Ptlse plah', Spotlights 
prnhihltl'd in eiUes. 

2 head light', 1 tail light. 
Spotlights pruhibited_ 

~ \lrad light!', 1 rp!}r liJ,!"h1 
(parkinv light~ :lfh'i:-;"t'lfl on 
mild gllnrd!"'; difflll1f'rS {'om­
lllilsory: spot lights pf(~l1il)­
itrd. 

2 frollt lights; I small white 
light. 1 small rcd light ill 
n~llr: spotlights prohihited 
('\('ept whplllllakingrf'{lnir!". 

2 head lights, I red tail light 
lighting lif'ellse plat.e; ] hend 
light for lJIl,t-or 1'~"I'le; red 
fail light for trailer. Tail 
lights mllst. he (Ill right side. 
In Federated l\lalay 8tntes 
head li~rhts must indicate 
width (If \'chide; it mny 
have Hl~o 2 lalllll:-; in front, 
one on eaeh I'idc, to illumi­
Ilateroad, lIead lights must 
he nOIlgTnrin!.{. t'pot lights 
prohihited. 

Brake regulations II ighway regulations I 
IIorns mu~t not make too -.­

much noi!ip. Front nnd i 
rear I i('ensc~. I 

~OIll(, Hlunieipal regulations 
IJrohihit solid tires. \Yarn­
ing de\"j(,(,s with strident 

2 sets of hrakes, 1 operated 
hy foot, other hy hand; ,1-
wheel hrnkes satisfactory if ~ 
sets, hut regulation not strict-
1y enforeetl anr! manv ve­
hiCles have single set' oper­
ated hy 2 separate controls: 
possihle, howeq>r. rrgulation 
will he striftl,' enforred in 
future, 'Trailers not required 
to have brakes_ 

sounds prohihited. Front I 
nnil rrar license }11ates. Fed­
pral District tfl);f'S solid tirps 
highrr lhfm pn€'umatir tires. 

Front ;lIlIJ rrar li('ens(I platcs ___ 2 indepennent hrakp~. Ever\" 
4-wheel trailer IlI11st have at, 
least J bmke, 

\\"arninJ,! de\'i('e requirrci. t,ulh 
horn:-: 1lI wide H:o.{'. ~nlid 
tirec: p:ly twir(l amollllt of 
fn\t1s paid lly pneull1fltk 
tin's. I 

Front a,,<1 roar li""ns. ['lales ___ 

1 

I 
Hulh lillrns reqtlired in n(llli- I 

tion to rlp('lrie h()rn~. Front 
nnd renr liC'en~e plutes (in 
praet h'fl rear nllmber is 
painted OIl trnck '~ody), J Ii 
Federated M alay ~tate.' 
solid tire.:-; pay douhle ta.\ 
eo\'criIli!: pneumatiC's. 

oj-wheel hrakps Sflt i~fu('l on' if 
with 2 inc\f'p<>ndpnt s<'t...:: 

2 independeJlt sct~ of hrakeg . 
1n rrllctit'e 4-whcp1 hrakes 
meet reqUirements, find sin­
gJe ~et operntf'd hy 2 sepa­
rate controls L"i sati.sfm·tory. 

I-" 
o 



British West. 111-
dies (Barla­
\los). 

width Ii~ht ('ars "f! to 1 ton, 
2y:! inches; 1 t02 tons,3inches; 
heavy (,8rs 5 il1('hes; truilers 
a inches, Also, width shall 
he not less than number of 
half in('hcs eqllill to numt:er 
(If [wits of re~i~tered nxle 
weil-{ht, whkh VII Tie!'! H('{'(lrd­
iIlll: to diallwter of wheel: 
tJllit, if wh('(~1 is:J feet. ill di­
ameter, 7!2 liuJI(tredweit.:'ht; 
over a fCflt., i}1 hundrod­
weight., with nn ndditioJl or 
\'~.'eight in proportioll of I 
hllllliredweilo!ht (or ouch 12 
ilH'hes by \\ hkh diameter is 
ilH'rOased; less than :1 feet. 
iY2 hundredweight, with 
deilllf'tion of weight in pro­
portion of 1 hllll<iredwei",dli 
for every II irll'hes hy whi('h 
di:lJlletor is reduced. Ahon' 
rlJlu~ ;;s to I ire w ilft h nol 
aI'l )i('alle In (lrJomI1Htk 
I iTt's Of tinl)-; (,f s( ft (JT einslie 
lIIalerLl. E,l('h he IVV mo­
tor eRr with \\-.II ('el liaving­
di'tmet.er less than 2 feet 
tnust. he fitted wit.h pneu­
matif' t.ire~ or of sert elastic 
rn'lteriaI In ,federated I 
I\1;liuy Htal('s mnxlmum 
tirt~ weight, :H-2 ilJ{'hc~ width, 
4 hUlIdredweight; 3y:! to 5 
itwhes, !l hllndredweight; 
O\'or t) irlt'il(l"" 6 hllndred­
wcl,ht. All lIlotor vehi"'es 
lIlust have ruhher tire~. 
Minimum rliHtIleterof wheel 
of motor vehic'le with pneu­
matic t.ires 2}4 ({let. 

12 tOils J,!ross 

strueted as to he able to 'I 
travel faster thall 10 miles 
per hour. In Federnted· 
!\.lala.y States maximum 
speed Hi miles lor hour lJIl­
les" truck is litted with elli­
dent device to limit sl md to 
1.'" miles per hour. No lius 
ill Ft~derated 1\1 "lay ~t.ate:-. 
ma.\' he capahle o( great.'f" 
speed than 20 miles per hOllr 
LllIlosl" equipped wit.h devh'f' 
to limit speed to 20 miles Ilpr 
hOllr. In Federat.ed 1\'lul<l\ 
:-;tates and ~trnits ;-'ettlr.­
mellls rule to left; rhdlt (ir1\'C 
re(luired, 

Rule of road left; only husses 
required to have right drive. 
1\1 nximum overhang hnek or 
(·ent.er line of rear axle is 
4~ let~t. Oovernors (JptiOfllll. 

I 

2 bead lights, 1 tnilligbt ________ '! No exhaust horns allowed; 
eleetrie or h111 b horn re­
quired. Front und rear 
license plates. Ho1iti tires 
taxod out of exisit'llcc, 

2in<iepen<ient hrakes operating 
on rear wheels; 4-wheel 
brakes }jAt is(:I('t.ory. 

I l(e~1I1ati()IIS 1I0t. sl.lIl1hml ill British Mulay,,: SC'parate Inws in Ftraits ,,'etllelll(,lIts, iu Federated Maluy :o;t>ltcs, aud Unfederutcd States, G(,lIerully lIative !:ltntc's follow 
n')(ulllt ions or Ft'(\t'ratl'd ~tf\tt's find Rtraits S(lttlcm(1nt~. 
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Canllda 

Canary Islands 

Ceylon 

AUTOMOTIVE CAPACITY, CONSTRUCTION, LIGHTING, HIGHWAY, AND BRAKE REGULATIONs-Continued 

Capacity 

l'vr aximnm weight each S(llJare 
eentimeter or tires (with 
wheel diameter not less 
than 1 meter) ).~o kilos, 
maxinlllln axle weight 7 
tons. 

Nova Srotin, 12,000 pounds; 
New Jlrunswiek, 12,000 
pounds if with IHteUIUllti<" 
1O,(XlO ir with other than 
pneumatk tires; ~uehe('. 
ears with pnenrnnti(' tires 1 
12,000 potlnds, other than 
pnellrnati{' 1O,Ofx) pounds; 
busses anll trucks with 2 
driving Roxles H,OOO IJOlmds 
each if pneumatic tires, 
H,OOO H other than pnen­
nmtie t\re~; Ontario, \!"I.OOO 
pOIlIl{ls nn a:de if pneumatie 
tires, 12,000 pounds if solid; 
1\1 :1nitoha, 10 tons, or H to 
axle; Alhertf\, to tons or 
7,500 pounds to fL wheel; 
('anadinn national parks, 
:~ tons earrying eapncity. 
Prince Edward Island 4Y. 
tons_ 

Maximunl Il1'OSS weight ~,OOO 
kilos, rmd vm kilos to eneh 
('entimeters of ruhher tire 
nnd 140 eentimp,ters of metal 
tire_ 

Construction requirements 

Maximum length or axle 1.8 
meters; hub or w heel should 
not project more thau 25 
centimeters from ollt5ide 
hem or wheel. Minimum 
width or busses 1.65 meters 
between center or wheels; 
width or rront wheels may 
he reduced to IJi.'i meters, 
Hul" or I'(",d to ri~ht 

HullJ to right in all Pro vi III e~, 
Prince Edward bland, ma:\· 
imurn width Hfi inehe:-;; Nova. 
,,('utia, wi,lth ~ reet, hei~ht 
12y, reet, len~th :J:l reet ror 
sing-Ie vehi('ie, H:I feet for 
more tha.n 1; New Bruns· 
wi('k, width ~ reet, height 
I:lYi reet, length 3:1 reet sin­
"Ie, 85 more than I; quebec, 
width 96 inches, hei~ht 12Y, 
re~t, Jeng:th 2H feet, K5 for 
Illore tha.n 1; (Intn.rio, width 
~lfj inclie:-;, length ;~:\ feet. 
Illore tha.n 1 vehide (is [('et; 
('arm,dia.n national parks, 
w dth {I feet, length 21 reet. 
All Provin(,es require muf· 
flers Hnd rear mirrors, 

,!\faxilllilln width 2':) meters, 
length J() meters, height :1.I 
meters. Hule to right, ej· 
thar dri \'e. 

~lHximuIJl width of hus laden, 
7 fl'et 2 inches, other VE'hirks 
laden, 7Y. r,'et; height with 
load 12 r,'rt; whl'elbnsc lfi 
f""t in Colombo_ Outsidc 
or Colombo, ~!\m(' rf'~u)a· 
tiens ",,'cpt all whlcks arc 
limited in width to 7 reet 2 

..... _L~~h~ng regulations I ~~~~gl~Wa~~regUlatio~s_ 
-. --- --- -. -. ------ --. --- --- ----I Front !l.nd rea.r lieense platmL_ 

All Provinces require 2 head 
lights, 1 ret! tail light with 
white beam ror Iit'ense plate: 
dirnmers or antiglare }pnses 
genera.lly required. l\[otor 
eye'les re'ltlired to havl', 1 
head light, I red tail li~ht, 
and retl SIde light ror side 
ea.r. In Nova Hrotia, Que­
bee, Ontario, trailprs spt'cif­
ieally require,1 to have red 
tail light. In ;\Iova Scotia 
a.nd ()ntfLrio vehide:s more 
than XO iuehes w i<l~ must 
ha,\'e 2 dearant'e 1~J.mps on 
ea('h side. ;'\'ova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, and Onta­
rio spedtlcally for hid more 
than 21 candlepower. 

2 head lights, I re,1 tail light; 
dimmers compulsory, 

Motor eycJes 1 head Ii~ht and 
1 red tail light; all other \"C­
hld"s 2 head lights and red 
tail light with white beam 
ror license plate, H,'d tall 
lighls ror trail"r"_ 

All Provinces require s!litahla 
horns. sjren~. nnd simila.r 
devi('es heing' pro!\ihiterl to 
\'ehides other than those of 
l10lke and fire departments 
All Provinees require front 
and rear plates for autuInn· 
biles. Prin('e Edward ls· 
land reqnires motor-eyele 
plate in rront; j[ with side 
('ar, also in baek. Kova R(,o· 
th, New Brunswic'k, Ha.o;;knt· 
('\\8Wn,n, awl British ('olilm· 
hin require plate in rear, 
Ontario, hoth rront and re~~r, 
Front plates genorally must 
he fastened sideways. 

l·tone warning device. SOlid 
tires pay 2;; per ('ent higher 
license fee than pneumatic 
tires. 

No whistJl' or horn with mort' 
thno I note p<'fmitted in ur­
h!:l.n anlas. Front and r(lar 
I jr"nsP'platt", 1\Iotor l'; cles 
Illust have rront plate on 
mudvuard and r('Rr Uet'DsP. 
Tmllrrs have 2lit1'nsl> plntes 
"t rear. top one showing 

Brake regulations 

Nova ~{'otia. New TIrullswick, 
and Ontario speeifi(':111y re­
quire 2 separate brakes; otber 
Provinees require eHicient 
brakes_ 

2 independent sets or brakes, I 
to act dire('t1y on wheels or 
drum, attaeheti thereto; 4-
wheel brakes satisractory_ 

All motor vehid,'s requirl'd to 
havc 2 indcpl'ndent systems 
of hrokes. Trailt'r weighing 
over 224 pounds required to 
have hand beakt', 



('hil<' ____________ Maximum 12 tons. ___________ _ 

China: 
Canton 

(Kwllng­
tung »rov­
inCl'). 

D air" n 
( Kw!\ng­
tung Leased 
Territory)_ 

Foochow (Fu­
kicn dis­
triet) . 

4 long tons gross. Minimum 
tiro wi!lth: 4,800 pounds, 3 
inrhps; 6,400 pounds, 3)1 
inches; 7,600 pounds, 4 
i Ilchcs; ~,800 pounds, 5 
inches; minimum width, 
solid tirc& 4 Inches, pneu­
matic 3 inches. 

Trucks, 1)1 tons neL ___ _ 

, Natlo!)allaws of Sp!lin applicable_ 

Inches_ In Colombo over­
hang of bus behind back 
axle limited to two-tlfths of 
wheelbase or 6)1 feet, which­
ever Is less; overhang 01 
other vehlrles one-half of 
whet'lbase or 6)1 f('('t, which­
ever is less, (Jutslde of Co­
lombo ovnhang of all vehi­
des limited to two-fif1hs 01 
wheelbase oI5~~fl'rt, whlch­
over Is less. Combined 
length of 2-whecl trailer and 
drawing vehicle Iimlt('d to 
33)1leet. Maximum length 
4-wbecl trailer, 17 feet. 
Rule to left; right-hand 
drive compulsory. All ve­
hleles In excess of 1)1 tons 
required to have rear-view 
mirror on otT sldt'. 

Bus regulations In Santiago _______________________________ _ 
(probably in Valparaiso), 
minimum wheelbaso, bus 
with capacity for 19 plISsrn-
gers, 3,6 meters; for 29 pas-
sengers, 4,65 m"t('r., Bus 
tires must be semi or full 
balloon; high pressure and 
solid tires prohibited. 

Maximum width 7)1 feet,!2 hea(j lights, 1 n'el taillight; 
height 12 feet. Hule to left; dimmers refluir<'d, 
either drive P<'rmittrll. 

number of trailer, lower 
plate number of car to whlrh 
attached. If vehicle does 
not have rubber tires,HeeDse 
is doulllp, 

Solid tirrs pay higl"'r Ipps iD 
mn.ny rnunicipalitit's thnll 
pnl'umatic tires. Front nnd 
Tl'UT ]j('('nsp plub's. 

I'inglp ,pI 01 brakrs oP<'rated 
jointly by two sepl\tate con­
trols; 4-wherl brakes satls­
faelor,,"' . 

Front !lnd rCllr 11<-('11'" plat('s__ OrdinllrY 2-whool Hnd 4-" heel 
orakps ~nti~ru('tf)ry. 

Maximum width 6 feet, height ____ .do _____________________________ du ___________________ . ___ _ 
6 feet, length 20 fret. 

])0. 

Rule to left, either drive. 



('ollntry 

('hina- ,( ·on1.d. 
lIankow (lIu-

f~'h Pro\,-
111(1'1. 

Harhin (IIPi­
lungkian~ 
Provin{'p). 

Iloll~ Kong ___ _ 

l\Iukd.'n (Lia­
onin/.! Pro\,­
imp). 

I'eiping (110- 1-
peh Prov-, 
ince). I 

~hallghai (Ki- \ 
anguslJ I'rov­
i nee) -- I n- I 
t~rnationnl ' 

AUTOMOTIVE CAPACITY, CONSTRUCTION, LIGHTING, HIGHWAY, AND BRAKE REGULATIONS-Continued 

i\laxilJllIlIl gfO:;:-; ('apn.{'it,y 
tOJl:-:. I liallldt'f of witi'd :2 
r(,l'l. (iOO 1'011 lids maximulIl 
load IlI'r itJ('1\ width of tift'; 
~~2 fl'pt,. li70 pounds; :2 ft'pt !I 
inehl'~, 710; a [('pt, 7;!O; a fl,(,t 
a illclws, 7~O; ;\Y2 IPI't, SW; 3 
II'I'!. !J iUclws, 840; 4 Il'l't Sill. 
In natiH' ('hiIlt'Se distrid 
foHowin~ lllinimum tiTt' 
width ror pars and trueks: J 
ton, :~ in<'iws front tires, 4 
inL'iw:-; r('ar tin's; lY2 tons, a 
inclws (rollt, [) inellPs r('ar; 2 
tons, 4 :lnd Ii: ovcr 2 tOIlS, 4 
and 7 or nwn'. 

1\1nAtnlUm ~rOl'g weight IHll'U­
ninth' tirrs in ('ity of Vietorin., 
12 tOllS; ollt~idl\ of Vir'toria 
and in Kowloon. ,"1 tOIl.,",; in 
NI'w 'I'('rritoril'l', :Hons, .for 
solid tin's, 7 tons in Hong 
Kon~,:J ton~ uti tsidt~ of V icto­
ria and in Kowloon; no soli,i 
tirt's in I\'"w Territorit's. 

l\' 0 spe('iilc restrietions; but I 

basis of fues Otl cars nlll~{'" ) 
from 1 ,0(1) t.o ;),000 pOllIuH 
and Oil trut:J.:s and huss(,s 

('onst I'W't ion reljUiI'PHll-lllh.: 

A II ""hid"!,, IllIlSt. han' rllhhl'r 
! in':-.: or oU1('r soft. pliahlt.' 
llJutl'rial. ()\,('rall It'ng-til of 
IruC'k maximnm 21: fpct, 
widt.h iY2 I .... t; 1l'!I~lh of 
trailt'r ~o 1t'1'I., width not to 
('xt,,'pt.'11 thatoftowingvchidl'. 
Hull' to Il'ft, I'ithl'r drive. 

Li~htillg regulutions 

2 hpad lights, fl'd laillight. with 
twam (or p!t\\('. J\Jotor 
eydl', Iront light (lighting 
front lict'llsP pla1('.) and rp(\ I 

tail light; il with side e'Ir, 
additional light white in 
front n.n(l ft.'1i in fl'ar indj{'n.t­
iIlg cxtrPJllC \\'idth. 

Hille to Idt, oitllt'r llrive _______ i 2 head lights, 1 taillight; uim­
. mprs compulsory, 

Maximum owrall length 01 I 
traijprs, 27 Il'rt; willth, 7ll'l't 
2 indll's. Rille to Il'lt, eitllt'r 
driv(', hut kit-hand drive 
must ha\'(\ diredion illdica- I 

tor. }\linilllunl dianll'1\'r of i 
tirt'S, 2}"2 f('I't; rninimutll' 
width solid tin's, 3 inches. 

;-"lllximum lwight of sides of 
tru('k:;; 2Y2 ft't't above ren.r ' 
pla.tform, length of rl'ar I)]at­
form lIot more than 0},1 (pet 
"nt! width not to eXCI'ed dis­
tunce tJetwccll front fendl..'rs 
(outsidcme!lsnrmnent). Hule 
to Il'It, dtlll'r drive. M~xi­
mum overhung- 47"2 (ret hc­
y(mti eentpr line of rrar £lxlt'. 

For eOlliUlercial vehicl~~. llla.X­
illlUlll over-all len~th. with 
hody or load, 24 feet; over-oJ) 
width with hody or load, i~2 

2 head lights, 1 rOIl tail light I' 

with white hl'am for license 
plate. Front lights Illust he . 
located t'o a,,<.; to show width 
of vehicle. 

2 head light", 1 tail light; 1 
head li~ht gre n, other rrli 
(vrovision l.wt enfor(,pd); 
dimmers ('ompulsory. 

i 
2 "(.au Ii~hts and reu taillight I 

with white brn.m for license I 
platc. 

2 head lights, 1 rell taillight; I' 

trailers, 2 ret! tnil lights, 1 
Ilhove other nt ril.!llt-hanrl I 

,ide of trailer. Any vehicle' 

lIi~hway regulation" 

Front. and r('ar liel'nsC' on all 
\'t'hi<'i,':-;; rt':lrOTl trath'r. 

Louu horn required, but sirens 
prohibited. Front and roar 
license plates. 

Front and rear licensc _________ ' 

Loud horn required; front and 
rear lic~'nsc plates. 

Frout and rear 1icen~e plate:; 

\.rarning device required, uut 
gongs, sirens, whistles, or 
hells prohibiten. front "nd 
reur license plntes. Motor-

Brake regllliltion" 

E£nf'iPIlI, hra).;('s. 

4-wheel brake", or single set 
opl'rated jointly by two sep­
arate controls, satisfactory. 

indppl..'ndcnt systems of 
hrakl's. Hequiroments not 
met by 4-whpcl brako sys­
tem operated alternately hy 
eml'rgcnc,Y lovC'r or by service 
pedal, nor with emergency 
lever operating two 01 same 
brakes. 

4-wheel brakes satislaetory; 
Single set 01 brakes operated 
jointly by 2 separate controls 
satisfactory. 



• 

·RettlemAnt. 

French Con· 
cession. 

Speci"l Mu­
uicipality 
of Ureater 
Shanghai. 

H w u. t () w 
(Kwal1~tIJII~ 
Provincr). 

Tientsin (110-
pc Ii I' r n \' 
iIH'('). 

4,000 to 24,000 pounds, be­
yond which maximum 
weights special arruugc-: 
ments must be Illude. i 
Trucks and trailers must 
have either plate or IlH.inting 
on side showing maxiInUHl I 

freight capacity authorized i 
by Shanghai Municipal 
Council and gross weight, 
bl'yo'J{1 whi('h the vehicle 
must not be overloaded. 
For bussos, net and gross 
weights and passenger ('H- I 

pndties must he shown on a 
Illate !l-fJixcli COIlSIJicllollsly 
on vehicle. Muximulll ca­
pacity of trailer not more 
than that of drawing vehicle 
unless latter is tractor. 

j{oiuls do lIot POflllit vehicles 
over t tOilS; I-tull vehicles 
hetter llC('OIIllliodated. 

feet; overhang, one-half of I 
wheel hase and measnred 
frolll center of rear axle to I 
rear of frame or body or 
other structure on the chas­
sis. For trailers, maximuln 
over-all length, with body or 
load, 20 feet; over-all width 
not marc than that of draw­
ing vehicle. Overhang each 
end of trailor not to exceed 
one-third of wheel base and 
he measured frolll center of 
front or rear axle to front Of 
rear of frume or hody or 
other structure built on 
chassis. Hlilc to left, either 
drive. Trucks, busses, and 
trailers must be fitted with 
splash guards. All vehicles 
must have ruhuer tires. 

~ __ do _____________ ~ 

Maximum length of vehicle I 
or load, i meters; width, :2 
meters. 

Itule Lo 1~1t; either drive_. 

with load over 2 feet beyoud 
itsover-1l1J length lIlustlmve 
lighted red lamp. 1\1 otor 
cycles, 1 head light an,l red 
taillight, also white light for 
side car so fixed as to indi­
catewidth. 'l'aillights llIUSt 
have beam for license plate. 
Dimmcrs not specifically· 
required, hut vehicle~ with 
only head lights must have 
nleans of reducing power of 
light. Oreen-glass ho"d or 
side lamps prohibited. ::;pot 
lights not prohibited in out­
lying districts. 

cycle front license plale, i 
must be affixed lengthwise 
with Ilulllbers showing OIl I 

both sides, rear plate in usual I 
position sideways to mud· 
guard. Public-hire cars and 
trucks, busses, and trailers 
must have separate license 
ror each concession; others 
have reci proco.l H('cns('s in 1 

two (·oncessions. All vehi­
cles must have ~epu.rate I 
licenses forChineseterritory. 
Trucks, busses, and trnilers 
with pneumutie tires ~i\'eJi 
20 Jler eent prefercllee rate ill 
taxutioll. 7'\0 IICW motor 
trucks permitted to have 
~olid tiro1:l. 

_. ____________ dO ________________________ !4-whecl hrukes compulsory for 
new vehicles; all old vehides 

2 head lights (large search­
lights for outlying districts), 
2 dimmers, and red light for 
Cront license plate Ilnd red 
taiJIightror rcarlicense plate. 
Vehicles over 4 metric tons, 
capacity llluSt be equipped 
with red lamp in front of 
vehiclo measuring 15 centi-
motors in diameter, with 
rOllnd spot of 5 centiJlloters 
in diameter painted on glllSS 
part of lamp. 

Frollt and rear license plates. 
(luly 1 tmil,'" allowed. 

2headlights,l red taillighL ___ , _____________________________ _ 

:! side liglitl:i altu rcd taillight .'rullt und reaT licellse lJitLtes __ 
with heam (or Iicellse plate. 
Motor cycles havo hea(l-
light and red tail light. 
Blinding lights prohihited. 

I
' must have4-wheel brakes hy 

~nd oC I!I:!O. 



AUTOMOTIVE CAPACITY, CONSTRUCTION, LIGHTING, HIGHWAY, AND BRAKE REGULATIONs--Continued 

Country Capacity 
.- --._------

China-Contd. 
T sin g t a a Maximum weight, 5 metric 

(Shantung tons. 
Province). 

Chosen ...•...... Maximum gross weight, 9,032 
pounds. 

Colombla ... _ ..... ______________________________ _ 

Construction requirements 

, 
: Trucks maximum height, 9 

Ceet, length, 9 leet, rims 01 
a wheels made 01 ordinary 

metal and covered with 
rubber not less tban 2 Inches 
thick; rim Dlust be lree Irom 
Iron or steel bands, nalls, 
and all projections that 
could damage surlace 01 
road; rear and lront wheels 
must not be fitted to run In 
same track. Rule to right. 

Maximum height, 10 Ceet; 
width, 7 feet; length, 18.2 
feet. Rule to leCt, either 
drive. 

Rule to right. In Cartegena 
maximum overall length, 10 
meters; maximunl width in 
Antioquia, 2.4 meters. 

c~~ "'~.. .•.. '" w.,. __ ..... . .......... -' H.ule oC road to right; 99 per 
cent of carS (A merican) have 
left drives. 

Lighting regulations 

2 Cront lights, 1 taillight with 
beam lor license plate; motor 
cycle, Cront light. 

Trailers have taillight. Auto­
mobiles 2 head lights, 1 red 
tail light with white heam 
lor license plate. Dimmers 
not strictly required, but 
their use is universal. Spot­
lights not strictly, but in i 
practice, prohibitea. I 

2 head lights, 1 red tail light 
with white heam for license 
plate. In Cali spot lights 
prohibited. In Santa Marta 
dimmers required. 

2 head li~hts; 2 rear lights, 1 
white Illuminating license 
tag, other red; dimmers 
compulsory; spot lights pro­
hibited in cities. 

Highway regulations 

Front and rear license plates. 
Speedometer and loud horn 
required. 

Within urban PreCectures 
maximum weight, 1,800 
pounds, length overall 13 
feet, width 6 leet, operated 
on roads not less than 18 
feet in width; country high­
ways not less than 13 feet. 
Vehicles larger than above 
description may be operated 
on highways not less than 
24 Ceet in urban limits and 
not less than 18 Ceet In rural 
districts; otherwise special 
permission necessary. 2 
horns, one soft-tone lor dis­
tant warning, other sharper 
tone lor close warning. 

Front and rear license plates. 
In Cali and Cartegena solid 
tires taxed so much more 
than pneumatic tires that 
they are rarely used. Metal 
~ir:i:l:~c~~~rgafi~xed out , 

Bells and horns prohibited in 
cities; 1 Iront, 1 rear license I 
plate. , 

Brake regulations 

Service and emergency brakes 
controlling either Cront and 
rear wheels or rear wheels 
only. 

4-\\'heel brakes satisCactory; no 
regulations. 

4-wheel orakes satisfactory, iC 
with 2 independent systems. 



CubR ____________ Maximum 'Welgbt 12,000 kilos 
wltb not more tban 9,000 on 
anyone axle nor over 143 
kIlos a centimeter In 
width of tl reo 

Vehicles to be not over 2.4 
meters wide; maximum 
height 4 meters from ground 
to top of cargo. Maximum 
length 9 meters_ Rule of 
road to rlgbt, but both right 
Rnd left hand drives. 

Cyprus _._______ Maximum 'Weight 3 tons _____ Rule to left, right drive pre-
ferred. 

Czechoslovakla _________________________________ Rule to left __ 

DanzIg_. ____ . __ Maximum ~r()ss weiRht 7!-i 

]Jeumark ______ ._ 

tons; 6 metric tons an axle; 
lor 3-axle vehicles 5 tons an 
axle. Maxlmulll pressure 
150 kilos per centimeter of 
width 01 rims. 

Maximum net weight 4,000 
kilos, l(ross 8,000 kilos; maxl­
tnum o.:do prossure 6,000 
kllos_ 

Dominica _______________________________________ _ 

Maximum width, 2_5 melers; 
height, 3.75 meters. both 
with load. Hule to right. 
left-hand drive prelerred. 
Vehicles under 3 tons net 
and vehicles with 3 axles 
under 9 tons must have 
pneumatic tires; others must 
have pneumatic or hlgbly 
elastic solid rubber tires, 

Maximum width 230 cent 1-
meten; maximum height 
twice the width 01 reRr axle; 
minimum Iront and rellr axle 
road clearance ISO mllll­
meters. Rule to right; lelt' 
drive preferred. All vehicles 
must be approved by auto­
mobile experts committee 
01 Ministry of Justice. 

Rule to lelt, right drive pre­
ferred. Maximum over­
hang of body back of center 
line 01 rear axle 4~ leet. 

5 lights requlrer\, 2 head 
lights and 2 cowl lights on 
forward fenders for city use 
instead of head lights, which 
are used where necessary on 
highways; lights must illum­
inate 100 meters; red tall 
light must have opaque lens 
to ligbt license plate 25 
meters. No colored lenses. 
Spot lights prohibited in 
most dties, 

2 head lights. Ired tallllght __ _ 

2 head lights; 1 taillight illum­
Inating license, red generally 
used; 1 front, I rear light on 
motor cycle, 3 lights It with 
side car. 

2 head Ii g b t s, oolorlo.,s or 
slightly yellow, covering 
roa(1 lor 20 meters; taillight. 
yellow orred, required; dim­
mers necessary, Motor 
cycles have 1 light; 2 II 
with side car. 

2 head lights, Ulumlfilltlng 12 ' 
meters; rear red tail light I 
with wbUe ray for license ' 
tag; no lights permitted of I 
greater power than head­
ligbts_ 

2 head lights, I taillight. ____ _ 

No unusnal hom or warnIng 
device; usual American 
equipment satisfactory. 1 
front, I rear llcense plate. 
DIscount of 25 per cent In 
registration foo to trucks over 
2~ tons It equipped with 
pneumatic tires. 

Front "nd rear license plates __ _ 

Front and rear license plates __ _ 

lIorn, sounding at r6llt, It 
horn has 1Il0re than one tone 
discord not aliowe(1. Hlrens 
permitted only In country, 
1 front, 1 rear, license plate; 
lower edge of forward plate 
must be not less than 20 and 
rear plate not less than 45 
centimeters from road. Mo­
tor cycles have 1 forwurd 
plate. Solid tires pay 10 per 
cent more tax, 

Usual horns required. but no 
siren or other device hooked 
with exhaust allowed, Frolll 
and rear license plates. I 
Solid tires refused reglstra- . 
tlon since Jan. I, 1929. ' 

No exhaust horns allowed; 
only electric or bulb warn­
Ing device. Front and rear 
llcenc& plates. 

Must be two systems of brakes 
with Independent mecha­
nism; 4-wheel brakes in gen­
eral use. 

2 'sets brakes operated inde­
pendently or 4-whecl system 
operated either by emergency 
lever or service pedal. 

Automoblles must have 2lnde­
pendent sets of brakes; 4· 
wheel brakes satlslactory. 
'l'rallers must have brakes. 

2 independent sets of brakes, 
each capable 01 stopping car 
at 30 kllometers per hour at 
distance of JO Illetcrs; 4-
wheel brakes with service 
pedal and emergency lever 
meet requirements if both 
ope rat e independently. 
Trailers must ha ve brakes. 

2 independent brake operating 
on rear wheels; 4-wheel 
hrakes satisfactory. 



AUTOMOTIVE CAPACITY, CONSTRUCTION, LIGHTING, HIGHWAY, AND BRAKE REGULATIONs-Continued 

Country 

Dominimn Re­
publi,,_ 

Capaeity 

Load of :> tons. l\faximulJ) 
loall for cudl inch dia.meter 
of pilcumati<.: tires; 3 inches, 
4.')0 pounds; 3~2 inches, 500 
pounds; ~ Inches, G()() pounds; 
5 inches, 700 pounds; 6 
inches, 800 pounds; 7 inches, 
900 pounds; 8 inches, 950 
pounds_ 

Ecuadur _______________ . ______________ _ 

l:<:gypL. _________ '!\laximulIl weight of light bus 
(14 to Hi passengers) 3>~ tons; 
lwavy bus (lH to 30 passen­
)(crs) 5 to (; tollS_ One-third 
total weight on front axle_ 
Trucks, 5 tons in cities and 
town; in interior on certain 
roads nnd hridges 3 tOIlS. 
Trailer 5 tOllS. 

l~stonia ____ _________ . _. _______ ____ ______________ _ 

Ethiopla __ --- --- ------ ---- -- -- -- __ -- ____________ 1 

I 

I 

Construction requirements \ Lighting regulation_s __ _ 

11aximuJII iwight of trucks, in- ! 2 hea.d lig~ts visihll'250 lIleters. 
eluding Ion!!, 1:2 fCt,t; length I H.ed tatl light to illulllinate 
with load, sin~.de vehiclll, 2G I license number; dimlllers 
fet~t; cOlllbination of vctIi- compulsory. Motor eyclcs 
cles, 40 feet; width, includ- must have 1 light visiulc 250 
iug loau, H4 inehes_ Hule of feet_ 
road to right_ Use of solid 
tires uiscouragell but not 
prohibited_ Load may not 
overhang rear of vehicle 

IIighway regulations \ 

II orll ('ompulsory; 1 liet'nse I 

plate in front, 1 in I'('ar (1110- . 
tor cyel" I). 

more than :3 mcters. ' 
Rule of roa(l to right. _ _ _ __ __ __ 2 head lights, 1 reu taillight. _ Front and rear license plate ___ : 

Maximum overalllcngth from 
cxtrcme projecting paints, 
for light bus, 5.f) mcters; 
heavy bus, 8 meters_ Maxi­
mum overall height 2.S5 lnc­
ters; height from floor to 
roof not less than 1.8 meters_ 
Overall witlth, light bus 2 
mclers, heavy bus 2.15 tIIC­
tcrs. Uuvcrnors compul­
sory (not enforced); pncu­
matic tires required_ Mini­
IlIum elcarance 20 centime­
ters; maximum overhang of 
body back of center line of 
rear axle is seven twenty­
fourths of total length. 

Hule to right; left drive pre­
ferred. Tallinn rcq uires 
tn,xu; to have turning radius 
(j lIIcters (or cars up to 1,450 
kilos, 7 metcrs (or cars over. 

Rule, to right; either drive 
permitted_ Metal tires pro­
hibited_ 

2 electric head ligbts, 1 taillighLilland bulb horn. Front and 
war licenses; trailers 1 li­
cellse plate_ 

2 head lights, outer rim not to 
btl over 40 centilllctl'rs iIl­
ward from outermost lloint 
of vehielc; rcar ta.i1 light in 
middle or all IcCt; dimmers 
necessary. 

2 head lights; red taillight with 
white beam for license; dim­
mers required. 

Horn, low-pitched for C>lrs, 
hiV;h-pitchcd for motor cy­
cles; 110 sirens. Front. and 
reur liCl'llSC plates; only oue 
for IlIotor cycles. .solid tires 
pay almost double tax on 
pneumatic tires. 

"Blowing" horn, electric or 
nonelectric; han <I bulb_ 
Sirens prohibited_ llicense 
on rear_Solid tires pay 
higher tax than pneumatic_ 

Brake regulations 

4-\\'hcel hm,kl'~ satisfaetor\'~ 
hnth sill,.!,ll> ('olltrnl awl:2 (~O[l­
troIs in use. 4-w heel trai it'rs 
rt~qllirt'd t.{) have hrak('s. 

4-wheel brakes, or a single set 
operated jointly by2eontrols, 
sat is factor y_ 

2 independent systems of 
brakes, at least l acting di­
rectly on baek wheels by 
HlCans of drums. Trailers 
must have brakes operating 
on back wheels by means of 
drums attached t b ere to, 
otlwrwisc special t),ttenciallt 
for trailer. 

2 indcpendent bnlking systems; 
hut any set seems Lo meet rc­
(luiremellts, which are 
vav;ucly interpreted. Trail­
('rs must have bra.ke::;. 



FIJI Islands ______ ] 

Finland _____ _ 

Franru_ ----- ___ I 

F"'lIeh West 
Africa.' 

Germany ______ _ 

Oihrn.1tnf. ___ . 

Maximum gross weight 6 tons. I 
Use of trucks weighing over I 
2~ tons net prohibited on 
highways in and about Suva. i 
Maximum axle weight 616 I 
pounds each Inch width of 
tire. Metal or solid tires 
minimum width linch, with 
width of 1 Inch for each 5 
hnndredwelght supported i 
by cach wheel. 

1\lsximum ~ross weight with 
pneumatic tires 7Yz tons, 
with solid tires 6 tons; maxi­
mum weight in country 3 to 
4)·2 tons. 

~raximllm UTe prl'ssurc 150 
kilos of width of tire (mea· 
~llrpd on hard ~rotlnd with 
nr\\' tin' undt'T normal in­
tlntioll). 

l\TnximnlJl ,,,,Ie weight, Cor 2-
axle vchides () tons, (or 
3-axle vehie1es 5 tons, mnxi­
mum pressure. each centi­
meter tiro Width, IflO kilos. 

M HximllJll ~ross wei~ht 3 tonS_I 

Maximum overall width 8 feet. 
Rule to left; either drive, 
right preferred. 

Hille to ri!(ht; either drive, but 
left preferred. Front and 
rear 6xl0 clearance must be 
2.25 meters in cities, 2.10 in 
country. Maximum over­
hang back of center line of 
rear axle Is 40 per cent of 
distance between axles. 
Maximum lcngth 7 meters 
for trucks or tmilers. 

Maximum width Vi meters. 
nllh~ to rig-ht, ('itiwr drive. 
l\1ntalllc tires prohibitt-d. 

I'vlaximunl overall width 2 ..... ) 
meters; height from Kfound 
3.5 meters. Hul<' to right; 
Pither drive, ll'ft prp,rerred. 
Each truck with Illaxlmum 
capacity over 3,000 kilos 
must have rear·view mirror. 

Rule of road to right,left drive 
Is usual. Vehicles up to 3 
tons and 3·axle vehicles over 
H tons must have pneumatic 
tires; others may have solid 
tires. 

Itllle to right; either drive 
allowed, left preferred. 
l\lnximnm len!(th, 1~ feet; 
width, 6 feet. 

2 head lights, without glare; 
I red tall light with white 
beam Cor license plate. 
Spot lights prohibited. 

2 head lights, J red taillight so 
regulated as to give stop 
sig:nal~; dimm('rs compul­
sory. 

2 hend lights illuminating Cor 
100 meters and another non· 
glaring set to light 25 nlCltefs 
when strong Ii~hts nre turn­
('II off or rlimnwrs wwd; rear 
red light on left side with 
beam for license plate. 
Dimmers not compulsory 
If nonglare lights arc used. 

2 head Iigtits. red tnil light (on 
left ship) with white beam 
for license plate. If trailer 

!)(>rmitt.cd, mngt have red 
Ight and license plate. 

2 head lights showing width of 
machine; dimmers compul­
SOO-'. 

2 head Ii!(hts; 1 red taU light 
with white rayon license 
plate; no glaring searchlights 
permitted, but spot lights 
not prohibited. 

I Regulations cover speellJcally city oC Dakar and Colony of Senegal and are guides In other colonies. 

Front and rear license plates. 
Solid tires pay 50 per cent 
more tax than pneumatics. 

Front and rear lil'ense plntes. 
Solid tires pay three times 
license of pneumatic tireS. 

Shrill Rignals prohihite(j ill 
cities: 1 front and I rcar Ii· 
ecnsr. plato for all motor 
vchides. 

Front and rear license plutes. 
l\letal plate showin~ uWIwr's 
nBme Bnd address. Ml'tal 
plaw showing vehicle hus 
heen reglst~red for tax"tlon 
affixed to outside of vehicle 
on right·hand side in front. 

Strident horns not [lermitted; 
clear horns, operable when 
vehicle is sUll, must be pro· 
v ided. Front and rCRr li· 
CCDse plates, latter iIlumi· 
nated. 

1 Cront, 1 rear license plnte __ _ 

2 Independent sets; 4-wheel 
brakes satisfactory. 'rrailers 
must have brakes. .. 

2 independent sets of urakes; 
4-whecl trailers IlllJHt lliL\,(' 
hrak('s. 

2 bmke systems, independenUy 
('on trolled; 4-wheel brakes 
not sntisfacl.ory unless with 
2 iU(\l'pentient systems. If 
traf1t'r weighs nJUrc than 
1,000 kilosgros~, it must have 
1 set of brakes. 

~ ind(~p('ndcnt sds of hrakt·s; 
ILt i(-ust I must net din-ctly 
on wheels or hrn,ke drums. 
In frunt-dri\'(' ('ars J sct 
must operntt' on renr wll('ds. 
Singie traill'TS not re(luired 
to have brakes; 2 or morn 
must have brakes operated 
by driver of drawing vehiclo 
or separate attendant. 

2 independent ,ets of brakes. 
Trailers lf1Ust have hrakes. 

2 iIldep~JI(h.mt I>rnkc~; 4·whel~1 
hrukes satisftwtPTY. 'J'rnilers 
mtl~t have brakes. 



AUTOMOTIVE CAPACITY, CONSTRUCTION, LIGHTING, HIGHWAY, AND BRAKE REGULATIONS-Continued 

Country Capacity 

Oolrt ConsL _____ Maximum axle weight for 
trucks 2\-2 tons. Where net 
weight exceeds 3 tons special 
Jicense necessary_ 

Ureece. ______________ .. __ . _____________________ _ 

Ouatemulu ______________________________ _ 

Halti ______________________ .. _________________ . 

Honrturas ----------------[ 
I 

Construction requirements 

All vehicles ext'ept trailers, 
maximum width overall 12 
feet; height from ground 11 
feet; wheelbase 14 feet. 
'rrailers; wheelbase 10 feet, 
width overall 6 feet, height 
from ground 11 feet. Left­
hand drives prohibited ex­
cept under special license. 
Hule to left. Solid tires pro­
hiIJited. 

Hule to right, left Mive pre­
ferred. Total pressure on 
each wheel equipped with 
solid tires 150kilos per centi­
meter of width of tread. 

Practically all (UY per ("ent) 
cars have left-hand drive, 
"Ithough both right rLlld left 
permitted. Maximum over­
all length 4 meters (not 
strictly enforced); width 2 
meters for trucks, 3 for 
busses. 

Rule of rDad right, lelt drive 
preferred. 

Hula to right 

Lighting regulations 

2 head lights, 1 red tail light; 
dhnmers not cOIfllHllsory 
but desirable. spot lights 
prohihited exeeIlt on coun­
try ronds. 

2 head lights, 1 reel tail light 
with white my for license. 
If head Iigbts are glaring. 
dimmers compulsory. 8pot 
lights permitted only on 
highways. 

2 head lights with antiglare 
lenses and red tail ligh t wi th 
white light for Ikense plate; 
dimmers or purking lights 
required. Motor cycles, 1 
front light. 

2 head lights anel tail light 
required; dimmers required 
for glare but not for nonglare 
ligbts. 

2 head lights. I red tall light 
illuminating license plate. 

JTighway regulations Brake regulations 
--1---- -- - ----~ 

nOTJI approved hy Jicem.;jng 
officer. Front and rear li~ 
ceIl~e. Solid tire.."i prohih­
ited. 

\Vnrning device with deep, 
unmodulnted tone; 2 and 3 
wheel vehicles must have 
device of sharper tone. I II 
Athens and Piraeus shrill 
electric or mechanical horns 
prohibited; electric horns on 
standard A mericHn equip­
ment must usually he re­
placed with mellow-tone 
electrk horns or with hulh. 
hOTlls ana"heel to lefl-hllnll 
colullJn of windshielrl (rallie. 
Front and rear lkense. 
license ill froll t, 1 i tl rear. 
Sirens I1Tohibited. 

Horn or warning device re-I 
fluircd; J front, 1 rear license; I 
rear plate light.ed by tail , 
light. ' 

Horn or warning; device re- i 
<tuired. Front And rear Ii· I 

ceuse Vittle. 

2 indepeJ)/hmf. .'(v!'tems, the ap­
plieathJll of either to stop car 
within 2r) feet at slJeed of 15 
miles per hour; 4-wheel 
hrakes sntisf<lctory. All 4-
wheel trailers requirell to 
have 2 brakes, 1 controlled 
fronl driver's seat of drawing 
vehicle. 

2 sets of brake..". iudependent; 
lit least 1 set must al'ply, 
either directly on wheels or 
on drums attacheu thereto. 
Thus 4-wheel brakes alone do 
not meet requirements unless 
supplemented by sepHmte 
set of emergency brakes con­
troll .. 1 by hand and acling on 
transmission shaft. Trailers 
mllst have set (Ir hrakes inde­
liendent (If truck hrake." hut 
may he operated hy driver. 

4-wheel brakes 'atislactory; llO 
distinction between single 
set under ~ separate controls, 
or 2 independent sets. 

4-wheel brakes ""tisfad.ory. 
"in~le set operated by sepa­
r:lte controls, or 2 indeJ)end· 
ent sels ... 



I!ungary Maximum gross weight for 1-
axle vehicle, 5 metric tons; 
2-axle, 10 tons; 3-axle, In 
(.OIlS. MAXi mum tmilers, 7 
metric tons. Maximum any 
om~ wheel. ;; tons. 

IrnIJ _____ . ____ .. ______ . __ . 

Maximum road height, 4 me­
tors above roadbed. Rule to 
left; no law as to dri VA_ Ve­
hicles with left drive or with 
closed driver's sMt where 
driver is unable to sigoal 
with hand must hllVA me­
chanical signaling "ppara­
tus. Overhang permitted 
"qulli to distance between 
rear aIle and front of hody. 
Automobiles must have 
undetachable mutller and 
directional signal device. 
Trucks and busses must 
have rear-view mirror. Ve­
blcle with solid tires Rnd 
weighing gros.q over 2)1 tons 
must have tires at least 50 
millimeters thick with maI­
Imum pressure; each centi­
meter tire pressure, 100 kilos. 

Rule to rlght. __________ ._ .... _ 

2 head lights; 1 red tall light 
with white ray for liconse 
plate. Tail light must he 
constructed so that it can he 
Axtinguished only at regis· 
tration plate proper; dim­
Illers compulsory; spot. li~ht.s 
pr()hibit.~,!. 

2 head lights, I red tail light 
with white beam for licenso 
plate; dimmers or frosted 
hulhsrequired. Spot lights 
prohibited in cities. 

Solid tires prohibited after 
.Juno I, In31. Hand-oper· 
at~d horn compulsory; tone 
low (or all automobiles, high 
for motor cycles; 1 front, J 
rfl:.lr licemm plate. 

f. ... ront and renr license plates;_ 

4-wheel brakes satisfactory, but 
vohicles over 3,.~OQ kilos net. 
w~ight Illust. h~ equipl!od 
WIth "backRhp J checkIng" 
devices for hills; otherwise 2 
independent sets of brakes 
requlrpd. Truilcrs llIust IUtVfl 
hrakes opernteJ rrom lira-w­
ing vehiei£', excC'pt cmw of :2 
wheel trnilpr:-; weil!hinl! OJH·· 
hnIr or le..&;:-; or woight or tlnt\\.­
ing vehicle. 

2' lIldepP-lldcnl systeJll~ of 
hrakes. 

~ .... 
o 
Z 

l~ 



Country 

Irish FroeF:t,nt,e~_ 

AUTOMOTIVE CAPACITY, CONSTRUCTION, LIGHTING, HIGHWAY, AND BRAKE REGULATIONs-Continued 

Capacity 

Maximum axle weight. 8 tons; 
maximum gross weight, all 
!\xl~. 12 tons within and 9 
tons outside a county bor· 
ollgh. ~-Iaximum axle 
weight, trailer, 4 tons. 
llusses, rnaximum gross 
weight 9 tons. axle weight 
5~ tons. 

Vehicle with:2 wlaeel~. ;/ metric 
tons maXirnUJIl \\-'eight; 4 i 
wheels, 8 Illetric tons; 6 i

l wheels, <10 metric tons. If 

Construction requirements 

l\faximum width, ellrs ann 
• trllcks under 3 tons net, is 

7 Ceet 2 inches; over 3 tons. 
7Y. Ceet. For husses, maxi­
mum overall length, exclu· 
sive of starting handle ond 
hood, 27~ Ceet measureJ 
Cram" horizontal line paral­
lel to hack axle across front 
oC mudguards or other pro, 
jecting fixtures in front to 
the back of most prominent 
fixture..o;; at rear; maximum 
overall wid th 7~ feet meas· 
ured from outer edges of 
mudguards or other most 
prominent fixtures at sides 
of vehicle. Maximum in­
side height for bus seating 
not over 20. 5 Ceet 3 inches 
for distance not over 2Y. feet 
from either end, other part 
5y' feet: sea ling over 20, 5~ 
leet for 2Y. feet each end. reo 
maimler 5 feet 10 inches. 
Maximum overhang behind 
rear w heels from cen tar rear 
axle seven twenty-fourths of 
overall length of bus. Dis­
tnnce between center lines 
of twck of front amI rear, 
wheels not la<;s than 72 per 
cent of overall width (or 
douhle-deck find 6!) per cent 
for single-deck hilS. Tracks 
of front wheels not to exceed 
by 5 inches rear wheels and 
be not less than rear wheels. 
Minimum clearance all ve­
hicles, 10 inches; tllrning 
circle, u5-foot diameter. 
Hula to left, either drive. 

~Taxim1JIll width. 2.5 rneters; 
heil!:ht, 4 meters; lellKth, 
vehicle with 1 "xle, G meters; 
2 a,les, 10 meters; 3 axles, 12 1 

Lighting regulations 

~ head lights, I red tail light 
with white beam for license 
plate. 

2 head lights, 1 tailligllt; (lim­
mers eompulsory. 

Highway regulations 

Front nnd renr Jieense pJlltes 

Horn with rubber bultJ is 
usual warniJl~ <ieviee; stri­
dent signals not allowed; 
1 license plute. !'neumatic 

Brake regulations 

2 independent sets of brakes, 
4-wheei brakes usually satis­
factory. 'l'railers in exce.."'8 of 
224 pounds mllst. have 1 
hrake. 

4-wheel brakes usually satis­
faetory; :2 indepen<ient Sys­
tems or actllated with 2 inde­
pendent controls; 1 must 



vehicles are operated on 
Htreet" covered with ex­
traordinary pavinj.! nlHterinl, 
limits nre raised to Ii, 10, nnn 
12 Ilwt.ri (' tons, 

Jam:li<"n _________ ! .l\laximllm weight, !i,OOa 
POIJ1Hls net; for loaded 
trailer, :i~ tons. 

JapllIL _______ _ :\1:1\ imum gro!'!" weight 5.~r)O 
kilos; in I 'nll't ire. IH'(,OUllt 
of roods llfld hridges, dim­
('ult to li('ense vchide in ex­
cess of 2 tons. 

meters. Hub cap lIlay not I 
protrude outside the vertical . 

Illanemade by thesideo( the I 
oad 01 the vehicle. Auto­

motive vehicles and trailers 
must have pneumatic tires 
(semisolid com;trncd U~ l-meu­
ttlntk). Automouiles now 
in Ollerntion with ~olid tire.'i 
have until }Jer. 31, W:I1, til 
"hno!:o to pneumntic, Both 
drive., allowed, rl~ht pre­
ferred. Hula to right in most 
citie., , Minimum rond c1ear­
an('e 25 centimeters. 

1\1 :lximum length, 28 feet; I 
nlHximunl overall wid th, 7 
feet. Hule of road is left; 
right or left drive permitted. 
('lenfollee to R% inehes. 

'J'lIk yo (represent"tive of nil 
JnpAn), maxiDlUm len~th. 
ears seating not more thun 
M with driver, 5.5 meters; 
l'nr~ seElting U or morO And 
l'oUlIllerciul vchides with 
ltluding- (,Hpneity of over 
Ij(JOO kilo~, 6 nleters; motor 
cycles with side cnr~, 4 
meters. Maximum width, 
curs seating not over ~, 2 
meterR~ cars ~eating 9 or 
more Ilnd commercial ve­
hicles with load capncity of 
over 1,000 kiloI', 2.2 moters; 
motor eyde. with side ('UTS 
~ meters. Maximulll 
heiilht, curs seating Dot over 
x, 3 llieters; curs U or fUore 
aud commercial vehicles, 
et('., ::I meters; nlOtor ('ycles 
with side Cllrs, 2 meters. 
Hule to left, right drive pre­
ferred, All automobiles re­
'Iuire,! to have rubber tireH. 

2 head lights (I (or motor 
('yde). Henr red tail light 
with white ra~' on license; 
dimmers optional; Sllotl ights 

2 i~~(~INli~I~1~, 1 rell tnil light 
with white beom for lic'ense 
plato. 

tires tnxeel 30 per ront less 
t.hon !"olid. 

Horn required. I front, 1 reur 
license Jllate; front motof­
cyde I,late. 

All \'ehkl£,,s must hr r~\lipl\ed 
\\ il II hulh horn in IlcitJitinrl I 
tu ele('tfi(~ or m£'.<"illlnit-al 
WBfllinl-!" device. .Front nnd 
r~ur license J11ate~. 

(unctioll if other ho out of 
order. Trailers llIust have I 
set of lJrnkcs; if for tranSllort­
ing lleople, 2 independent 
~fltS ff~qtJirp,d. 

2 indeIJeJldent 1"e(s of br:lkes; 
4-wheel hrake..<.; satisfactory if 
with 2 sets. 

2 indC\ICndent s\"stctns fO· 
quire< strit t l:o., hUI at llre:o;ent 
f(Jllowin~ rquipnwnt is being 
li('(ln,ad: 4-wheol hydmulic 
or mcclllmic'1I1 :-;ystem in 
whit'}} emergency or {lUrking 
brnko operatos eit ler 011 
trunsnlission or propeller 
shaft through entirely sep­
arate rods ;md cross shafts; 
4-wheel syslem in whieh 
emergency Of pllrkin~ brHke~ 
opernLe thrtJ1lgh independent 
l'rOl:;S shnfts, rou, levers, and 
shoes. 4·v,: lIeel brakes being 
licensed if they have separate 
cross shafts and rods for serv­
ice und mnergcncy bruko1" aI· 
thoughl the~' operllte OIl 1"mno 
1"hocs and vands; i. c., sys· 
tCIns ure eonstrutHI 1"cpnrate 
HDd independellt even th01lgh 
certain of ('omponcnt IlHrts 
he comlllOn to tv. 0 Syf\t6ID!'. 
but impossible to lirewm 
4-whecl systNlIs whi('h have 
:-inglu ('rot-':-; stullt and l1tili7.B 
snIlle rods anti !-iilm)s (or 
both ~·ervice' lind elJler~ellCY 
hrake:;. 



( 'ountry 

Lithuania .. . 

lluxelllburg __ 

AUTOMOTIVE CAPACITY, CONSTRUCTION, LIGHTING, HIGHWAY, AND BRAKE REGULATIONs--Continued 

Capa('ity 

:\la\imum wei~ht in ('ountry 
fi II Jl<.:, witll no nH re thrn 4 
ton~ on earh nxle. Ma,.j· 
JUllm w(~jght of trailer 4 tons; 
no \\ f'.igiJt re:-;I rkti{JJls in 
{'ities. 

1\1 f1..\iIllUlll tire pro~sllre (ra· 
gnrdless of weight) each 
~quHre l'cntimeter. 120 kilos 
for ruhher tires 9nd WO for 
Jnetal tires. 

1\1a7\illllllll gross weigilt, :l,400 
pounds if vehiclo hns tires 
less than a indios in width; 
if OYi'r a ill('hes in width, 
maximum - weight atJo 
pounus H wheel n linear inch 
of width of tirll. Kerious 
restriction,s Ollu"e of vehides 
over'}. tons. 

Axle pressure maximum .5 me­
tric tons; gross weight of 
trailer fi metric tons. 

MaximulIl weight, 140 kilus a 
centimeter of width of tires. 

Construetion requirements 

Chassis for bus must be rated 
at minimuln of 1.5 metric: 
tons neeording to manufac­
turer's ra.ted capu( ity. 1\1nx· 
imulll wei~ht for hus~es, 5.3 
ton.s for 2 renr v. heeb', 5Ji 
tOIls for 4 refir wheels, 0 tOilS 
for 3·axlo chassis. Maximum 
distance. /loor to ground, 90 
centimeters for empty bus. 
Pneumatic tires. Maxi­
mum width of body 2.1 
meters; distan('e floor to ceil­
ing must be 1..0 to U;5 
meters. Doors must be on 
right side or rear end. These 
bus r"!(Illations effective 
June 1, 1930, for new busses 
and Jan. I, )931, for old 
busses. 11uximum width 
for trucks ~.H meters. Trail­
ers 1l111st have ruhher tires. 
Hule to right, either drivo 
allowed, only tru('ks may 
ha ve solid tires. 

Hule to right, either ,I rive al­
lowed. 

Rule to right; either drive per­
mitted, hnt left preferred. 

M aximuul width, 231 meters. 
Hule to right; either drive, 
left preferred. 

Lighting regulations 

2 head lights, with dimmer, 
(or 2 glaring and 2 dim 
lights separately); 1 tail 
light, illuminating license 
plate; reHr lights must have 
separate switch for extin­
guishing light, placed at rear. 
llimmers compulsory. 
Each ('ar must have direc­
tion indicator (arrow) at 
left front side, or both sides, 
of vehicle; indicator mmt he 
illuminated at night. 

2 head lights, 1 red tail light; I 
lights must. be dilUmed. 

I 

2 head lights, ('arrying IUO me-I 
ters; 1 red taillight. Motor 
cycles have frout and rear 
lights. Dimmers compul­
sory. Spot lights prohibited 
in cities. 

2 head lights and 1 red taillight 
with white beam for license 
plate; dimmers compulsory. 
Trailers must have rear red 
light. 

Highway regulations 

Horn or electric singnling de­
vice; no shrill sounds (e. g., 
wbistle·ty\.e horn on ex· 
haust). Front and rear li· 
cense plates. Solid tires, 
pay 25 per (-ent higher tax. 

Front and rear licens~ plates. 
Trailers must be so con­
ne('ted that wheels of no two 
vehicles fall in same tracks. 

Shrill signals proh i b i ted. 
Front license plate midway 
up on the radiator, and rear 
one on left rear fender. 

lJorn must lJe audible 1[,0 me­
ters. Front and rear license 
plates. 

Brake regulations 

2 sets brakes with independent 
controls. Busses must have 
chassis with 4-wheel foot­
operated brakes, also hand­
operated emergency brakes 
acting on rear wheels in. 
dependently (rom operation 
of foot brake. Drive-sbaft 
brake not permitted. 4-wheel 
brakes must be of hydraulic 
or self-energizing type. 
Trailer must have 1 brake 

• and device, eliminating back­
ward rolling on grades. 

2 independent sets of brakes 
required. 'l'railers must 
have 1 brake or more and 
have a shaft attachment. 

2 independent sets of brakes 
separately operated. Trail­
ers must have brakes. 



Madagascar _____ ,' Maximum weight 150 kilos a 
centimeter (840 pounds !lU 
inch) of width of tire. 

Madeira. 

Malta._ ... " .. _. "", 

1\,' artinique__ _ _ _ :\1 il~ imulll gross weigh t 4 tous_ 

l\lexico_~ ______ ._ l\faximum gross weight (i met-
ric tons. 

Maximum width 2)1 meters. 
Rule of road to right. 

Solid tires IJrohibited ou motor 
vehicles and trailers. Maxi· 
mum length ".r. meters. 
width 1.8 meters (tolerance 
of nller cent allowed on the", 
measurements). Either 
right or left drive; rule to 
right. Maximum overhang 
back 01 center line 01 rear 
axle one-fourth of distance 
between front and rear axles. 

Maximum overall width mellS-
ured between perpen<iiL1llars 
is 1 inch over huh raJ)~, in no 
case to exceed 7J-.!l feet. Ilis· 
tance from back -axle to rear 
l,erpendi('ular!'l not to E:'xceed 
haHt.he wheelba,,~, nnd ill no 
cnse 7 feet. \(ule to left, hoth 
drives used. t-Iteerin~ ~flHr 
must he of irreversihle type; 
pendaut hall joiuts not to be 
used; all nuts holding essen· 
tial elements subject to vi­
bration must be pinned and 
riveted or fitted with a pin 
with split and well opened, 
or must be of castle-nut type 
with split pin; where this Is 
impossible bolt must be riv­
eted over nut In permanent 
manner. Spring wa..hers or 
self-holding nuts not suffi-
cient. 

Vehicle loaded mllst not ex­
ceef) 5 meters in height; no 
maximum length. Driye 
optional; rule of road right. 

Maximum overall measure· 
ments; length 9 mete,,; 
width, 2~ meters; height, 4 
meters. If trniler attnched, 
length 25 meters. Rule 01 
rOlld to right, left drive pre­
ferred. 

Mon"co. __ ..... _ . __ ........ _ ... _._ ... _ .. ' ......... ' 

2 head lights, I red taillight; 2-
wheel motor cycles have 1 
head light and red taillight 
or a red reflecting surface. 
Dimmers required. 

2 or 4 front lights, with 1 white 
light in rear, frequently com­
hine.1 with red stop light. 

2 head lights, 1 rear light. If 
motor eycle hac;; ~ide ('ar, an 
ad'litionallight must he Pllt 
on outer end. Dimmers 
compulsory. Spot light al­
lowed only for examining 
mlwhinery or milking re­
pHirs; its Ii~ht rnay not pro­
jept more than 20 feet (rom 
('ar. 

2 front head lights; red tall 
Ugh!s must Illuminate 
license piate; dimmers 
nece~sa.ry. 

2head lilChtsvisihle 1oometers; 
1 red tail light with white 
ray lor license plate; dim· 
mers usually required. 
SllOt lights prohibited in 
urban districts. 

2 head lights; 1 red taillight. 

Rubber tires required. Horns 
with multiple tones or whis­
tles forbidden. Front and 
rear license plates. Solid 
tires pay twice as much BS 
pneumatic tires. 

Front and rear license plates. 

1 front, 1 rear license plate. 
Solid tires pay 50 per cent 
m ore than pneumatics. 

horns, 1 solely ror town use. 
Front and rear license 
plates. 

Warning signal required. 
Front and rear license 
plutes. 

Either 2 Independent systems 
of brakes, or a system oper­
ated by 2 Independent con­
trols. If more than I traner 
used it must be fitted with 
brakes. 

2 independent sets of brakes; 4-
wheel brakes satisfactory if 
with 2 sets. 

2 independent brakes (so that 
if one whole system were re­
moved such removal would 
not interfere with remain­
ing set); 1 system must act 
<Iirect on both hack wheels; 
1 system a p p 1 i e d by foot 
pedal; 1 system sell-holding; 
4-wl1eel hrakes meet require­
Inents. 

2 sets 01 brakes Independently 
controlled; brakes required 
for tral er'; 4-wheel brukes 
satislactory. 

4-wheel brekes satisfactory, or 
single set operated by 2 sep­
arate controls. 



{ ·Ollntry 

l\lonw('(]: 
Frr,ndl Zotle __ _ 

i\Iozamhiqlle , __ 

.'\etll(-'r1allds_ 

AUTOMOTIVE CAPACITY, CONSTRUCTION, LIGHTING, HIGHWAY, AND BRAKE REGULATIONs-Continued 

Capaeity I ('onstruction requirements 

~[a,imum wci~ht. \i>l) kilns -1\!"XilllUlII heiKht. 4,'i meters; 
per .o.:qlJ;lre ('enl imrtrf of tire width, 2~!? 1I1ctors, H-ule to 
adllP-riul! 10 Toad. right; either dri\'('., Jeri pre­

ferrc,!. 

1\1 axilllum weight. ~.Ul.() kilos; I 
150 kilo;.; p('r ('{'ntim(>tcf of 
width of tiTf', when ruhl);,'r 
and 140 kilo, when metal Of 
oyer ~~2 meIer" wid('. 

Maximum wheel loud 3,(100 
kilos (ur lI1otor vehicles awl 
2.4tKI for traile·rs. (Dual tire 
n~"mrdl'd noS 1 tin.-.) 

l\ifl\iIIlUm overall width. 2~1 
meters. H.ule to right, 
either right Of It~ft drive. 
Tire rail must be circular in 
shape and IIat, diameter 10 
ndlltmcters, :-;hall have no 
shnrp edge,..; ncr project more 
than 4: millimeters ubo\-e 
ruber t ire surface. 

Huhber tires required. l\Iinj· 
mum thieklle~~ of ~olid tires 
fnr any wheel is 4 ('ontimd· 
leTs, meusured olllside the 
mounting: ring; minimulIl 
width of solid or cushion tire 
K centimeters, measured on 
the mounting rillg'. LVlaxi· 
tnUnl length, tllOtor vehicle 
or trailer, 9 meters. lvTaxi­
mum width, any vehicle, 
:.Lif> meters on class 1 and 2 
roads and 2.1 meters on class 
:3 roads. l\1aximumdistnnt-e 
between extreme rear of ve­
hicle and reur axle, one-fifth 
of wheel uU$e plu$ 2 moter>. 
Maximum overhang, '2 me­
ters. Maximum height, a.5 
meters. 2-wheel trailers not 
covered by above, heing con­
sidered with drawing ve­
hicle as (i-wheel truck, with 
maximum overall length 14 
lIleters. Rule to right, either 
drive. Busses must h~ve 
pneumatic tires. 

Li~hting re~ulations 

'.2 head Ii~ht~. 1 fear lil4ht. 1 
parking lighl on loft-h:lJl'l 
,ide. Head light, must 
Iigh t road lOt) meters. Hear 
light must hnn-l, white heam 
for Ii('ense, Parking light 
should show red hchind, 
white ahead; dimmers com­
pulsory; spot light, prohib­
ited. 

2 head lights; 1 red tflil light. 
\vhito heam (or JiecIJ!'e plate 
([01 4-wheel nncl :~-wheel 
vehicles) .. \[ otor eyele, 
\\-·ithOlH. -;itio ('a.r, 1 head, 1 
rear light for plate :mel 1 red 
light. 

Front and reur lights. __ _ 

2 head light,. red taillil(ht (left 
side); colored :-;ido lights not 
permitted. ~1 otOT cycles. 1 
head, 1 red tail light or red 
reflector. Dimmers, 
thoug:h not speeifically rep I 

(Juired, in practice are neces­
sary. 

Highway regulations 

SinHls, whi~tles. multiple-
,..::ounl! horns pruhihited. 
I'mnt li(,CllSC plat(~ i l'(mti- : 
meters IOUI-{. feaT plates 10 
('pnt inwt(~rs lotl~. 

Horn audihle 100 meters, 
, ... Iwuld llot btl ~tride"~. 
Frolll anti fear Ih.'ense. 

Horns rnay not approxitnate 
sounu of local flre engines. 

Warning device audible IOU 
meters; 2 tones prohibited if 
not simultuneous. Cush­
iOll tires pay 30 per cenl., 
solid tires fiO per cont mOTe 
than p n e U III U. tic t j res, 
}<'rollt Lmd reur license pJ!~tp-s. 
l{ear plate (or trailers must 
be Oil ,ide. 

Brake regulations 

4 brakes In 2 independent sets. 
Trailers Dee!l no bruke~ un­
less more than 1 are tl(lin~ 
hauled, when br,lking sy;.,lcm 
is installed governed h y 
drawing vehicle. 

Trailers (if moving more than 
6 kilometers an hour) re­
quired to have 1 strong oper­
ating brake; 2-wheel trailers 
not covereu, they. with draw~ 
ing vehicle, elliSsed as 6-w heel 
truck. 2 inuependent sets of 
brakes r e q U) red; 4-wheel 
brakes must be so eqwpped. 



-oj>. 
<0 

N etllerlnnd Ea .. t 
Indies.' 

oj>. Netherland i West Indies. 

r 
Newfoundland 

and Lahrndor. 

New Zenlll,"L .. 

Maximum gross axle load on 
class A roads, 0,240 pounds; 
class B, 6,600 pounds; class 
C, 3,aOO pounds. Maxi· 
mum width, class A roads, 
2.25 meters; class Broads, 2 
meters; class C, 1.8 meters. 

M aximuDl weight any vehicl", 
16,ooopounds,or6,500pound8 
R. wheel. 1\1axinlum wei6o!:ht, 
J(ross, eA,('h inch oC tire 
width: 3;"-inch tires, 4,fiOO 
pounds; 4-inch, 5,300; 4}/~­
inch, 6lKlO; !i-inch, 6,700; 
6-inch, 9,nOO; 7-inch, 11,200 
8-inch, 12,800; lO-inch, 16,000; 
12-inch, IH,ooo (special per­
mit). 

'rrucks, 4-whoel, maxinHIlJl 
load weight, 10tons; 2-wheei 
trailer, 4 tons; 4-wheel traii­
er, f\ tons. 'I'ruck,S,6-wheel, 
load weil(ht 9 tons or ('O1ll­

bined weight 15tons. J\laxi­
mUIll I)ressure truck tires, 
400 pounds each inch of tires 
np to lind Ineiuo.lng 5 Inches 
in width; 000 pounds an inch 
tires hetween5 and 0 inches; 
700 pounds tires 0 to 7 inches; 
SOO pounds over 7 in"hes In 
width; twin tires considered 
Single tire with width eqllnl 
to Stllll of hoth tires. 

MaxImum heIght, 3.5 meters; 
maximum overall length, 7 
meters; TIluxirnuJll width, 
2.25 meters. RuJe to left; 
right drive required. 

Rule of road t.o right; either I 
drive, lelt preferred. , 

Maximum width, 110 incho ... 1 
Hule to left. All vohides 
having J(ro .. s weight over 
4,000 pounds must have mb­
her tires. For solid tires i 

there must be l~ inches of ' 
rubher between wheel rim 
lind roadway. 

Busses (singlo-de('k type 
other than continuous-cross­
Heat type), minimum height 
floor to roof 6 feet maximulll 

~~I~V,t~'i(t~ Jr~~~l?~~~e~~~a~~ 
1 foot :1 inches; overhang of 
hody beyond rear wheels not 
over two-fifths of wheelbase. 
Maximum distance between 
front wheels and front of car 
,. feet maximum overhang 
(fittin~s, equipment. etc.) 
0;" feet, and 4 feet behind 
hody, whichever is less. 
'I'railers lIIay have only 4 
wheels. Minimum tire 
width, tmcks, 3 inches. All 
vehicles lIIust hflve red rear 
reflectors. Hule to left, right 
drive required. Maximum 
over-all length truck with 
load. 28 feet for 2-axle 
vehicle, ao Ceet Cor a-axle. 
Minimum thickness of solid 
or pneumatic tires lor trucks 
y,; IIlch for tire not over 5 in­
ches in width, I inch for tire 
5 to 8 Inches; lYs Inches for 
tire over l! inches In width. 

2 head lights, 2 parking lights, 
I red tail light. Dimmers 
not compulsory, hut daz­
zling lights forhldden within 
city limits. 

2 head lights, 2 purking lights, 
I taillight, red, in rellr; dllll­
mers reqUJred. 

2 hend lights, red tuilliJ(ht 

2 he",1 lights. Motor cycle, 1 
head light, if with side ear, 
2. All vehides red taillight 
with white light for Ii('ense 
pll1te. 

• No nMional regulations; theso cover Lonrenco Marques. 
, Uegulations for West Juva, but expected to he adopted he fore Jan. I, 1931, by alll>rovinci!ll governments. 

Sol1d tires pay douhle lee.. of 

~O~~SI~;':: ~s~~I. tir;~~nr~~~ 
rear license plates. 

Front find rear license plates_ 

Front alld rear li('ense·plates. 

Sirens forbidden. Front and 
rellr lic'ense plates. Solid 
tires pay 50 per cent IIIOre 
Imeumutiv tires. 

Brakes may be opefllted lolnt.ly 
by 2 separate controls; 4-
wheel brakes meet requiro­
ments_ 

Brakes with 2 Independent con­
trols; 4-wheel brakes there­
with satisfactory. 

2 separate sets of hrakes, i. e., 
a foot or service brake and II 
hand or emergency hrake; 
4-wheel hrakes slItisfactory if 
they fulfill ahove require­
mants. 

Busses 2 Imlepen(lent sets; 
any brake whleh simultllne­
ously IIpplies pressure on 2 
wheels or drums with a ('0111-
ilion axis shall he so designed 
or fitte,1 that hmking elfeet 
is approximately SaIne on 
each road wheel. Cars and 
trucks, 2 indepnec\ent sets, 
1 a foot brake, other hand 
brake; I shall ho " retaining 
hrake; at least 1 shall ad 
directlv on wheels, not 
through transmission gear. 
Motor cy"le without side 
car, 1 brake; with side ('ar, 
2 Independent sets. Tmiler8 
exceeding gross weight 2 tons 
must have at lellst I hl'llke. 



AUTOMOTIVE CAPACITY, CONSTHUCTION, LlOHTIN<J, HIGHWAY, AND BUAKE REUULATIONH-COlltillllcd 

=--=-=~=-=-'-~=--=========~~-=~=--=-~='===---=-7'-- -----------.--~--.------ ----
l'ountry 

Ni(~aragua_ 

~i"erin __ 

("aJmeity 

Maximum axle weight 4 tons 
H.ntl gross weight entire ve­
hicle "Yo tons. 

("onstru('tioll requiremcnts 

Rule to ri~hl; left drive pre-
ferre!\. 

Maxlmunl overall width, T!.'l 
feet; heil(ht from I(rol1n!l. II 
feet. Hule to left: either 
drive. Pneumatic tires re~ 
quired; (iouhle or twin tires 
prohihited. Tire width of 
truek or trailer mllst he lIot 
les...; than numhel' of inclle:-: 
equal to numher or haIr tons 

I or rep:istere(i axle wei~ht to 

I 
which wheel is attached. 
proviclea that width shllll 

I he not less than :! inches 011 

I ~:~~ r;~JI~rt :~:~: ~~ldl;O;:::· 
I vehicle, and f) in('hes on each 
I wheel of trailer. Diameter 

I 
of each wheel or truek or 
tmiler not less than 2 feet 

I.il-!hting I'clllJiations 

2 head iightsllnd re!1 tllilli~ht: 
distanee hetween ollt.si(ie 
elige or vehicle 1-11)(1 center of 
any front light not to exceed 
2 reet; rear light rnust he on 
otT side or ('enter line or vehi­
cle. Trn.iler mllst hav(\ rell 
tllil li!(ht. Motor cycles 
hllve white front light; side 
cars also have lillht. Pro'li­
Hion that no head or side 
lamp shall he placed so as lo 
proje('t u,hove hot1.om of 
frame or wind screen Jnay 
have effect or pfohihiting 
spot lights. 

~orWHY _____ Maximum w(liidlt 1,000 kil{J~ 
(ineiuainl( inOated tire). 

Rule to riKht, left-haw I i Prohahle that 2-thread hulh 
_\ Maximum width 1.)0; meters. :2 head Ii.dlls, I red lailti,d1!. 

J-aUu.IllIL_- M Rxinuull weiKht, national 
highways, pneumatic tires, 
9 tons an axle, total L\ tons; 
~oli(t ruhher tires 21/2 tons an 
n ,Ie. total ~ross weight 4 , 
tons, maximum wei~ht an I 
inch of tire ,\00 ponnds, On I 
highways east of Panan'a, 
maximum weight an inch of ' 
tire width for <oli!1 tires 7.\0 
POlln<!', -

drive pr£lrerrr.il. HteerillJ,! with {!overed near lillht will 
ror 4·wheel hrnkps must he he in demand in ruture, and 
!'Olllpletely or partly self- 2-thre!\d hllih with 'InCO\'-
loekill~. Holid tires pro- ered near light eompletely 
hihiled; semipnenrnati(', prohihited dUring 1930. 
tires permitte,l for load of; !:lpot li~hts placed hi~h. or 
more than :!.titXI kilos. those place!llow and havin~ 

hlindin~ efTeet. will proh­

Itule of rOlld to lell _ 
.. hly he prohihited. 

2 he"dli~ht.<, I red tllil light. 
I)immers comllUlsory in city 
limits. 

lli~hwny regulntions 

~'l'ont. a.nd rear li('t>.nsf',. 

Ordinary eleetrie or huJh horn. 
Front I1nd rcar )i{'cnse plate; 
I for trailer. 

Deep-tow.'. horn (or autos, 
high·tone for motor cye1es. 
BUl'Ises required 10 hrwe 2 
warning Hignals, 1 e~pecial1y 
strong and operntinJ{ 
through convenient push­
hutton. Front and rear 
license plates. 80lid tires 
prohihiterl. 

I rear license plate ill Hepuhlie 
of Panama: 2 (front nnd 
rear) plates in ('anal 7,one. 
H.uhher tires required on 
National lIi~hw"y_ Holi!1 
tlre.~ pay 2!i pel' ('eut hi~h(-'r 
tax thlln pnellmnti(' tires. 

Ornkc regulations 

2 iIHiepelllicnt sets or hrakes; 
4-whcel hrakcs moet require­
ments. 

~ illdependent sets of hrakes 
compulsory. If trailer is 
drawn hy truek weighing 
wit hont load less th,m ~O per 
{'ent of trailer with load, 
hrakes required on trailer. 

4-wlwel hrakes satisrlldol"Y; 
.... ystems required. 



1'nll11n. 

l'uragullY ... ___ _ 

I'ersia _. 

I'eru 0, 

Philippine Is- M .. ximum gross weight, 
lanel:.;. 17,1120 Jlollnd:-;, 

1'0Ial)(I- __ _ 

I 
-_I M.uimulll n~~ weight, fit" 

tons; gross, 10 tons. Maxi­
i mum pressUre tire 16 pounds 

a square Inch Of tire traction 
surface. .,. 

Hule 1.0 left 

Hille to right; eit.her drive 
permit t.ed, left preferred. 

HIlle to right 

~1fu,imlll1l wi(lth, 2.2;i met.ers. 
Itule to left; either drive, 
right preferred. 

MRximum hpiJ.{ilt, 4 JIIetel's; 
width, 2':) meters; 1(1I1gth, 
10 meters (in \Varsnw, not 
neoessarily all of Poland). 
Hille to right; either drive 
allowed, left prefe.rrml. 

1\1 f\XilnUm wiltth, ~.:lr) meters. 
()overnors compulsory on 
heavy vehieles to limit m.lX­
imum speed on level road to 
20kilometersaDhour. Hule 
to right. Diameter real' 
wheels, with tires, minimulll 
36 inches, front wheels alHI 
tires 30 Inrhes, width a 
iJ)('he~. .' 

, lAmll lind Cl}lIl1u, hut PfQh"hh' We ~~lIIe tl!s~where. 

2 heml IiKllts in front or Oil 
each side; 1 r(lll tai I lillht. 
lted reOeetor 1I0t less 1 han I 
inch in diameter may he 
suhst ituted for Iightell rellr 
lamp. 

1------------------------------

I 2 helill light.s, 2 slllall lights. 
anI I red tail light. Ililll­
mers (·oIllJllllsory. :4pot- I 
lights prohihitell iu ASIIII­
don. 

2 head lights, I t.aillight; dim­
mer~ cOUlpuhmry (law not 
enfor"ed). Kllotiight, pro­
hihitell (h.w not enlor"ell). 

2 heRd lights, white; I taillil/ht 
('omhination, red and white; 
(iimmers pompulsory; spot­
lights prohihited in cities. 

2 hellli light.s, I red t.ail light. 
with whito heam (or li('cnse 
pil.t.e. 

head liJ.{hht for ('aLS, 1 for 
motor I'ydes, 2 if motor 
('Y('l~ with side ('HI', I ff~d 
taillight. illuminat.ing Iil",ns" 
plate on lelt side. Tail 
Iif,!:hts must have independ.­
ellt switph not l'ontrolll~d 
trolJl interior of ear (~Bme 
(or motor (·yde with sille 
('Hr); motor ey<,ie without 
side ear must have slllall 
eiJ'l'ular red light not less 
than 3 ,-entimeters diameter. 
I) i m mers ('om pubmry, 

~ head lights, red tail light. 
Dazzling lights prohibited 
i~ urhan streets, 

1\1 !lsil'uJ horns prohihit.ed. 
fi'rol1t nnd rear Iieemm pln.t.es. 

Front and renr license plates_ 

Hirens permitted only on am­
huhm(:e8, fire trllek~, ete. I 
(ront, 1 rear license plate. 
Kolid-Ured vehicles pay ao 
per cent more license than 
pneumatic. 

No horns with ex<-el.tionally 
loud ton&;. Front u.nd rear 
II,-ense I,lata •.. Kolid tires 
are t.a>"1 33~ per l-ent llIore 
than pneumatic tires. 

Kt.rident signals not allowod in 
eity; soft, horn re!juired; 
('Iosed <'aI'S mu~t have clire<'­
tion indicators. 2 plates, 
(ront and rear (e>,,"pt fo,' 
motor ('\'('Ie without side 
<,ar). . 

It'rollt /l.JIII retLf lieen1:le JlI~Les. 

rrrailers must, hllvt.~ hrak(\:'. 

4-whcel hrnke.s ,atbfal·tory. 

2 indeperllient hrakillg sysl,(~IIlS 
01' one !-iystem uIId(',I':.:! d i tTcl'­
ent ('olltrols optwating- inde­
pendently. 

I set uf 4-wheel hrlik~1" dO(ls not 
meet refJuirements. :J inde­
pendent sets for vehi"'es over 
10 horsepower, J tor vehicles 
under JO horsepower. 



AUTOMOTIVE CAPACITY, CONSTRUCTION, LIGHTING, HIGHWAY, AND BRAKE REGULATIONS-Continued 

Country 

Portu!(RL_ 

~ 

I 

r anin 

Capacity 

1\11 aximu1l.1 tiro pressure l!iO 
kilos each ('cntilll(lter of 
width. 

Santa Lucia _______________________________ _ 

tl,\lva<lor ________ (7) __ 

('oBstruction requirements 

Max.illlllln width, 2.5 meters. 
I'olid ti,'es prohihite<l after 
])(,(,'(Itnher 1, HI:m. 

Hule to rij.!;ht; either driyc 
permitted. 

Hule to left; ri~ht drive pre­
fern'd. 

l\ta~lrnllITl width 2.42 rTl('t\'rs. 
I .eft d ri yc prl'ferred. 

Samoa (Ameri- ________________________________ Rule to right, left drive pre-
can). (prrell. 

Samoa (western) ____________________________________________________________ _ 

Sierra T,(IOnt' _____ Gross wci~ht. 3 tons (2 tons in 
Protectorate). Law requires 
maximuIU be paint(l(l on 
vehicle and in case of over­
loading olfender is sumTW~­
rity PI'ORP('utp<i and liall}p 
f,O large flrw. No law as 1 CI 

t'lInngillg pIatt'S, hut. filiI' for 
lIi\"illJ! illl:orrc'l'I. Wt'igill. 

~fax'mum width (J>~ rcct, 
measured bctw(lcn extreme 
projecting points. Hull' to 
Iplt; right-hand driVl' I'C'-

~tNir{'\~!:hi/t~~(·tl:::I~tiet~I~~ri~.~.~~ I 
'J'rw'ks and trailers. wPiKht. I 
pf whidl with lond dol'S lIot I 
""'l'l'd '1. lom~. l"t'qllirt·d III I 
1I,\\"p 1'\':lI \\-'IIf'l'ls 4'qIIiJlpt'd I 

Lighting regulations 

3 or more whelll vehicles ha\'e 
2 head lights in front 1 in 
rear to illuminate li(~ense 
plate; also 1 T~<llight. Dim­
Hters required. 

2 head lights, 2 side lights, 1 
red tail light with white 
heanl for license; dimmers 
"ompulsory; spot lights Jlro­
hibite,j in eities. 

2 head lights, 011,. taillight with 
beam for license pln.h·. 

2 head lights, 1 red tail 
light, plus 1 or 2 traffie 
lights. If 2 traflle lights arc 
used, they should he placed 
on mudguar<ls in front of 
radiator or on sides level 
with wind screen. If but one 
traIHc lamp is used, it must 
be alternating red Bnll green 
and be placed at right of 
driver and level with wind 
shield. With these excep­
tions, standard American 
lights are acceptable; dim­
mers compulsory_ 

A utomobiles and motor cycles 
with side car, 2 heRd lights, 
I red tflil ligbt with white 
beam for licens,· plate. 

2 head lights, I red tail __ _ 

2 head lights, t fl'c! tail light; 
forward lights must clearly 
indicate width of vehide. 
(American systems appear 
ncceptanll'.) For motor "y­
dps, forwn.rd and T(ld tnil 
light" A nl.irt'fnwtion lpnst's 
n·qui!'l'd (01' nil whill- (UI'­
wal'tllh::hl~ 011 \'I·hit'll's. 

Highway regulations 

i:lolid tires prohihited. Jlotns 
for cities Ilnd towns must 
have 4'grn.ve " tone; (or 
country, must be audible 
100 meters. Front and real' 
license plate. 

Strident signals prohihiled 
(law not enforl'll!!). Front 
and renr license. 

}"'ront nne} r('ar licenses. rrax 
on solid ti,,·s douhle that on 
pneumatif'~~. 

lIorn "duibl" 100 meters frolU 
automobilt', flO frDIn motor 
eyclcs; 1 froll t, 1 rt'ar lict~nse 
plate. 

1 rear license plate. 

Front and rear license plates. 
Solid tires pl\y hil(her t"X(·S. 

Ordinary bull> or elect Tic horn. 
Front and ear license; trailer 
1 plnte_ 

Brake regulations 

2 systems of hrakes, inde­
pendent. 

2 in(lependent sets of bl'llkes' 
in practice. single set operat: 
ed jointly by separate con­
t rols permitted; 4-wheel 
brakes accepted. 

2 indepen<lent brakes opera­
ting on reaT wheels; 4-wheel 
brakes satisfa~tory. 

4·whecl hrake's r('4,uire<1. 

2 indepenllent sets of bfflkes_ 

2 indcPt.~hdcnt sets of brakes; 
4-whecl brakes satisfactory 
but must have 2 sets. 
rprailer, if permitted, must 
have hrake~ if net weight 
(''''ceds 200 pounds, l'ithel' 
op('rat.eti hy drawing vphi('It' 
or hy })t'!"SOlllll) I.nli)('J', 



Society Islands_ _ Maximum ~ross weight 5 tons. 
Maximum pressure, 75 kilos 
a centimeter o( width o( tire. 

M IIximum weight, 8,000 kilos; 
1110 kilos a ("lntimeter tire 
width (without special per­
nlission). 

~WOdOlL _________ Maximum weight lor tire R 
,·entimeters or less in width. 
:)il kilos a ('entiTllf'tf'r; X to iii 
11'lltitlH'II'r'-. I(l/I),illl". \\jlll 

an additional lOO kilos lor 
euch centimeter exceeding 
~; over 16 centimeters, 1,200 
kilos with an additional 200 
kilos (or each centimeter 
exceeding 16. Maximum 
weight on some poor roads, 
600 kllos a wheel; on mlddle-
class roads, 1,200 kilos a 
wheel, best roads 2,000 kilos 
s wheel (not standard In all 
pnrts 01 Sweden). 

with pneumatic tires of min­
Imum width 01 4~ Inches, 
front wheels 3~ Inches, If 
maximum grOSS lood exceeds 
2 tons, all wheels must have 
pneumatic tires o( ml nlmum 
width 4~ inches. 

Maximum distance between 
rear wheels, 2.5 meters. 
Maximum contour length, 
15 meters. M" x i mum 
wheelbase 3j-i meters. Loads 
may not extend beyond con­
tour. Rule to right, either 
drive. Rubber tires re­
Quired. 

Mnximum width, 2.5 meters; 
length, 10 mete... Rule to 
right, either <lrive [Jer­
mltted. Hubber tires re­
quired. 

Maximllm width, 2.1 lIleters. 
Hule to left; either elfin, 
ril-!ll1.-halld prl'ff'rrrd. 

2 hend lights, 1 red tail light 
at lelt, with white beam (or 
license plate, or another 
light lor plate. In country 
vehicles going (aster than 30 
kilometers an hour must 
have supplementary light­
ing apparatus lighting road 
lOO meters. (7 lights are 
usual; I. e., two bead lights, 
parking, stop, tallbl on in­
strument board.) Immers 
compulsory. Spot lights 
prohibited. 

: head lights, red tall light; 

~~Ifr:~ c~:~~~~r~~~ra:~~f 
IIg~t; tail lights must have 
white beam (or license. 

2 heart Ii~hts, red taillight with 
white h~am for lil'ense plate; 
dimlIH'r~ ('1)111 [llll~or~ 

I Tllo CeJlUl'liclltcd to be given in thl~ tIIblc; coulpMc sc!lcd1.11c ollfilc io llutOlllOtiVIl divi~ion, 

Froot Hnd rellr Ii(~nse plntes. 
Horn must be Iludlble 100 
meters. 

Single low-tone warning de­
vk~; (ront aod rear licenses; 
trailer must have rear Ii­
<'ense plate Identical with 
drawlngveh[cle. Pneumat­
ic tires pay 25 per cent Jess 
than solid. 

Sirens permitted nnly on high­
ways. }'ront nnd rear Ii­
j'PlJse plntp;-.;. f'nrlllll:ll ic' 
t lIP 1'.1) Il'\\ Cl t,l.\ [lLoll 

solid. 

2 brakes, 1 operaUIl\( on rear 
wheels; 4-wheel bmkes satis­
(actory. 

2 Inde[lCndent systems o( 
brakes; 4-wheel hrakes sntis­
(actory It they hllve two in­
dependent sets. 

Indepenrlcnt systems n( 
hrnkes. 1 ('apilhle of prevent· 
ing t lll' (':lr rrolll 1J\1l\' ing whl'l1 
tIll' Lill \ II )1.1 •• h.:l L 111 •• ~.L:.~i., 
4-wheel brakes satisfactory. 

~ 

~ ...... o z 

~ -
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( 'ollntfY 

~yria 

'rritlidad 

'l'llTIisin 

'rllr!;:ey __ 

I ('III'II('ity I ('ollstnH,tioll re(luirements Lighting re~lIll1tioll' 1 ___ ~1J(hW:_~I~~ions ___ I ___ "_r_R_k_C r~gUla~i_o_n_s __ _ 

:\1:l\iIllIlJn wrighl. trll('ks and I HlllC' to right. left dtiv'p pr£'- 2 head lights. I red tail light: ! Solid tiresprohihited. l\1otor I 2 independent hrake systems 
1)11'<1''-, III I(l!!'-: ?·:1\11' 11':lil· rl'rn'll: flTH'lllll:llil' lin',,; f('. ll':lili'ro..:irl'dn':lrlieill:wilill' \'pllil'l,,<.;lIIllslh:l\'plow-!OJIt' 1':\('11 1':1\1:11111' or :--Inppillj.! 
ers, II' tOJl:-, J·inlr trailer~, qllired for all \'chi<'lc~: front I also on side ('ar. Dimmers horn~u.se('ondsi~nalnppara- loaded ('ar on 1[, per eent 
t) tons: trailrr plus puller. l~ I and re;lr axle f'ir:lrnrH'P of I ('{)mpul~ory in a ft'w ('!In- tus [wrmissihlp; ~hrill horns, grndf'; 1l1lllst lw elfpl'tive im-
11011 I",lil IHI 111\ I I'oil', Irtj('k, IJldlill",\'-.,dJII11I'1I'J I,QI:-'-"lilll\lhl1hf(ql'ldd"llill ,dlo\\l'do/lhf{)rllllllllrl'\l'!t';-. JlIj,,Ji,J1I'l\ Illd dilt'I'I]\ "II 

Inll:-:, \Ia\illlllll'j l()ad for of propelling wlH'l'b ilL ll'iI:--1 SOliit' ('antons. Front. alld rear Jil'en~e piates. \\ held o'r OIl 1'lmtrh';ult'l'S 
('ars with Ie." .. thaIl J-tOf) !IO l"entimelers: of frullt dearly visihle, hellrin~ ('an_ firmly attached to wheel 4-
Jlulling ('apn<'ity and deli\·· whcel;.;. at I~.a,"t. 7[1 ('cnti- ton (·oat~or-arms. wheel hrakes meet require~ 
ery wagons, 1,O()O kHo:-;. metrrs. ments if they ('ornply with 

"hove, Brakes re(luired lor 

!\J aXillltllll pressure of a eenti-
1Ilf',ter of tire in ('outaet with 
a hard :-;urfa('e. l[)() kiloI'. 
lII~aSllreIllent to he tuken 
alTOSS width or Im\\' tire in 
normlll state or innn,tion 
(not tmforC'ed). 

(jross weight:3 tons 

'J'nu·ks, gross. 10 t.ons: pal"­
spnj.!("f (·urs. ;{.()OO kilos. 

~()lid tires Jlrohihited. Hule 
to ril{ht, either drive. Maxi­
IlIIJlll width, indlldjll~ pro­
jel,tiTlK parIs. :l,t) tIIpters. 

OIlly pnellmnt if· t ire~ Jwr­
mitte-d. 

l\laximl1rt1 width. feet. 
I{ule to right, lelt-hand 
dri\'t~ pn~ferred. !\1 H\iIIlllHl 
overhang htu'k of ('enter line 
of rcar axle, :1 feet. 

.'\'la\iIllIlIJl widl.h :l.2[1 IIl{'t{'rs, 
trw'ks and trailers 2';)(1 me· 
tPf,";. Hull' 10 ri~lIt. (·itlwr 
tlrivl', 'I'rniJers 1J1lI:-:! 11:1\,(' 
PIlPIUtlUI k I in's, 

Itulc 10 right: ()ithpl' drive 
pt~rll1itled. ,dt. prderrPII. 

2 head lights (nondazzling), 
and rt'd tllil light.. !vi otor 
('y('le, I head light; il phu:e(1 
hi~h enolll{h to make visi­
hIe H. red rny from rear, no 
spfwinl rear rpd li~ht. 
r~quired. 

Tail light 9 inches to right 01 
rear license plate; other 
lights not stipUlated, hut. 
senrehHght... or other dnz­
zling lights prohihite(L 

2 head lights, I taillight; dim­
Illers ('Oml)ulsl)r~·. 

2 head Ii~ht', I re(1 tllil light.. 
If vehil'le is ('qllipp{,11 wit II 
s{'parnte tOWII Ii"hts. Itlm­
lIlers aot reqllired; others, 
dimmers ('OIHpulsory_ 

2 hend Iight:-:, ~ ('ow\ Ii~hts. I 
tllillight. If 110 ('owl lights, 

Warning de\'i!'e Iluelihle 100 
meters in ('onntry; ::-:ofter 
tone lor citia.. (hulh horn); 
siren.s, whistles. and multi­
fIle-tone trumpets prohih­
itCiI. Front Hnll rear fi('ense 
pJates. 

Hear license plate, 
prohihited, 

Holid tires 

Only hulh horns permitted in 
towns. to'ront and rear Ii­
('tmse Illates. KoHd tire~ 
t.axed twic-e a. ... Ill11ch H ..... pneu· 
math' tires. 

Hiren hrmu'hed on e\hnust 
prohibited; all wnrnilllC' Ill· 
lowed. Only I t.railer muy 
he attached t.o a tnwk, 
Holid tires fire taxed twi('(l 
H:-: much 1-1$ IHleull1at.ie tires. 

Front und rear licenses; renr 
plate requirp(1 to he eli, 

trailers. 
2 ~ets independently operated, 

at leR."it 1 t.o n('t directly on 
wheels or on erowns imme­
diately mnne('ted therewith, 
Vehieleldra w illg trailer~ must 
have 2 ~ets, f of which Inns! 
,wt Oil rear wheelH. 4-wheel 
hrakes -satislaetorv il with 2 
sepllrate sets, (ilrake pro­
visiun~ unenrof('e(l.) 1 traiJ~ 
er need not have hrake."i; if 2 
or more trH.ilers drawn hy 1 
vehicle, eac'h trniler must 
have 2 sets of hrakes inde-
pen(lently operated, 

4-wllf'e-1 IIrakes lTI{'et r{,llllire· 
ments if hand anlt foot 
hrn,kcs art independently. 
'l'r!liler:-: of ('ertain types re­
quired to hHve hrakes. 

2 indE'peJlclent set!'i of hrnkrs 
for either :l-wlwel or 4-whm.\1 
hrakes. ) set to opern1.e 011 
wheels, t.ile other, n. separat,f! 
('OJIITIIaml. opera1.es on ~ear 
hox or smne other part. 
Brakes not. neeessary for 
trailers. 

1 ordiuHry set. I f'llI{'rgeney :-:<.'t 
or hrnke~, Ameri(':ln hrakps 



lTnion of Routh 
. \ rriton. 

\Tn i t l' d Kin!(­
dom:~~llfrdallrl, 
\\'nl(~!o\, Hull 
i'l·otlllnd. 

(~I\p.' Provinct', JlUl.ximuIn 
nxlr Wl'ight, " Cn.pc tons . 
Natal, gross 2R,OOO pounds, 
wpiJ{ht on wiwt'ls oCany UXhl 
t n ht' lIot ltlSS than 20 per 
('I'I1l l'ross wt'iJ{ht o( vehi('i<', 
1Ilra:'(imllJn ~rOS:-i wni~ht, 
t.mill'r, IX,OOO ponnds, load 
Oil IlIlY axle not to pxceelt 
!),OOO pounds, Vphieles and 
tmill'rs with solid ruhh,'r 
tin'~ mU!-it not t'x('t'ed grOS!-i 
w~'i~ht Jwr inch us follows: 3 
ilil'hl" width of tin'. 4(M) 
pounds; ;H1 illehes, 400 
I)(Hln(\s; 4 iJl(,tws, [)OO pounds; 
t) itH'lH's, BOO; fi iTH'hes, 70U; 
i iudit's, 7r)O; X, lU, \2, and 1·1 
i Il('h{'s, XOO IHHUHis, Mini­
filum thieklwss width :1 to ,) 
ill<'llt's, 7 ~ irwh thi('k; fI to S 
il\('iws, 1 ineh thi('k; 10 to 14, 
\1 ~ inellt's. Trailer with 
I1wtnl lirt's, ma:dmllln ~ro. .... s 
wpight /iOO IHHlllfb I'adl iT]('h 
\\ idlll of fin', no -':111"11 lin' In 
lit' Jto.:-. ... LilaH " 1Ii~·IIt,~, 

Oro."lS wpight tnl<'ks, 1 axle, S 
tons, s11m or all nxh's, 12 ton:-;; 
6~wJH't') tTlH'ks, I nxh', 7~ 
tons: !"lIm o( nil, I\-) tons; Iwt 
w"il(ht: 4-whl'l'l truek8, 7~ 
tOilS; with traih'r, unlad~n, 
H~, tOllS; H~whppl trneks, 10 
tons. Trailer, 4-whrcl, Itro.."iS 
weight any I IIxle, 6)1 
tons; ~um nil axles, 22 tons; 
2 whl','ls, weight on any 1 
wheel, 3~ tons; weight on 
dmwiflJ( vehiclp, 10 tons. 
nll:"~PS, douhlc dpck, gross 
weiKht on any uxle f) tons, 
sum of 1111 !lxII'S 9)4 tons; sin­
gll'-dl'l·k. (\I1I'h IIxlo .>)1. all 
~I 1011:-.; 1;-wlIl'(I\('I".-':, :l\I(1 J)~, 
aB,I:lloll:-:'. 

Cape Province, mluimum 
ovrr-n.lIlength m('asnrc<i hp~ 
tW'~(lll (lxtrt~mc projecting 
JJOintH, (or motor v(lhicieH or 
traill'rs, 27)1 fl'et., width, 7)1 
fl'd; h.ngth with trailer, 70 
(eet, with 1 r~ fl.'nt intl'TvpninK 
bl'twl'l'n. Natal

j 
nll\ximum 

width, 8 fN't,loa, not to pro­
j~ct over fi feet h(l.yond renr 
of h",lplllte or hody; maxi­
mum height, 12)4 feet; 
length o( trai1(~r Bnd cnr com­
hined 40 (et·t. Transvafll, 
maximum width, )0\ (crt, 
Hule to Idt; I'ithl'r drivl', 
ril(ht. l"e.fern,d. !tubber 
tir(~s rC(luirl'd (or nil vehides 
t'XC(~pt trailers, M nximuIll 
I)vI'rl1l1111( of bod y bllYOlul 
rt'llr or <lrivinJ{ Hxit', S('V(HI 
twtlnty-fourths o( oVt'r-nll 
It'llJ{th o( v('hi\·)('. 

Maximu'lIl ovrr-1l1I length for 
vehicles over 2 tons, 27~ 
((~Ht; (or 6·whllt':hm~, 33 feet; 
K whl'elers, 36 frpt; vehlele 
,lrawing tmller. less trailer, 
2ft feet. MH.ximulll over­
hRng of vehicles over 2 tons, 
sevon twentY-Courths of ovor­
all length. Maximum width 
oC vehicles under 3 tons net! 
7 feet 2 Inohes; 3 tons ane 
over, 7~ feet. Trailers must 
not exceed width oC vehicle 
drawing them. Minimum 
clellrnnee vehicles over 2 I 
~~::~:lf~: 1~~~~~~i!!~~~ot.To~~~i~~ ) 
fl't't I Olll-:" , drl'lt ' lIol o\"('r ItO 
fpet iII diHllwt('r; o\'er 211 (e(~t. 
fiO rt~t't in iHanwtt'.f. Huh't.o' 
!tIft; ri~ht driv(\. prd('rrcd. 

dimmers ure cOlIlPulsory. 
Tail Ilgh t must illuminate 
license plate. Motor cycles, 
1 head 1 tailllght. 

Provinces of the Union, Rho­
desill, !lnll Southwest AfriCll 
require 2 helld lights, 1 red 
t!lit 1<\lIIp with white b""m 
for li,,'lIse platt'. Motor 
"y,;le ( hl'lllilight, I taillight, 
whitl>lightrorsilil'l·tlr. Spot 
light permittetl hut notuse,l 
'" searchlight; mllY not b. 
directed into IIl1e of vision 
ulong rond; mny he used to 
illuminate side oC road not, 
otherwise Iighte,\. Dim-: 
Iners eompulsory only in Ow 
rrrll.l1svanl, 

2 h,""1 lights, 1 reli tllil light, 
with ht~um Cor lieense, No 
l"lrt of vehicle lIIay extend 
more than 12 illohe" heyolld 
center oC hlmp. Tmilers 
must Imve red tall light. 
Motar cycles must havo tuit 
light ilIuminatin!( Iic",n"e 
plate. 

played Oil lo(t. 

No restriction as to type oC 
horn. Front "lIll rear li­
,,,,nse plates. Nut .. 1 Rlld 
Cap(~ Provine(~ rt'(lt1if(~ trH.il­
(Irs to ha Vt' nurntwrl". 

Front alld rear license for "II 
wllieles, illeluding motor oy­
eles. Latter now r"qulred 
to ha vo larger rl1Rr plate 9~ 
by n\i In('hps. 

~ellerally Ilccep(ed. 

4-wheel hrnkos meet rC'luire­
ments throughout llllioll if 2 
sets ilHlept.mdent of naeh 
other; 1 system (or t.rllilprs 
oVI'r 1,000 pounds 1I11d for 
motor ('y('lt's. 

V"hlcle. under 2 tons, 2 in<ll'­
rwnfhmt ~yst~ms. or I system 
with 2 IndcI"'n,Il'nt "olltrols. 
Over 2 torlS, 2 in(Il'JK'lHhmt 
RysterllS, Trailpr over 2 
hunrlrp<rlwpi~ht must. hll V{l It 
hrtt.kft • 



AUTOMOTIVE CAPACITY, CONSTRUCTION, LIGHTING, HIGHWAY, AND BRAKE REGULATIONS-Continued 

Country Capacity Construction requirements 
_.---- _.-- ---_.--- ---------

United King· 
liorn:Northrrn 
Ireland. 

Bus, net weight, 7~ tons; 
gro.,-:s. H t OTIS (English ton I 

2,24U pounds); gross weight I 
on Rny Rxl •. fiY2 tons (140 
jlllllJ11j-, 111')\\1,01 rOl i':wh p:l<":­

senger or driver). '1'ruck~, 
net, 7~ tons; gross, 12 tons; 
on any axle,~tons; net truck 
and trailer combined, 9~" 
tons; on any axle of trailer, 
4 tons. 

Venezuela ....... Maximum capacity, 3 tons •... 

Busses (over 6 passengers), 
len~th, 20 leet; o"erall 
wiuth, '72 f~"'L~ vv~rluwK: 
behind rear axle, seven 
twpnf ~'-f{\l1rth" nf n'-('r:1Jl 
length. UistullL'e t'l't\\"l'CIl 
center lines of track 01 front ' 
Bnd rear wheels to he same, 
that between front wheels to 
he not less and not more 
than 5 inches, neither to be 
less than 69 per cent of over· 
all width; if axle weight on 
any axle exceeds 4 tons,diam· 
eter of tires on wheel there· 
on, unless pneumatic, to be 

l not less than 1.01 meters; If 
tl pneumatic tires, not less 
.' than 950 millimeters. Right 
, drive compulsory; 10 Inches 
~clearance; turning radius 60 

• feet. No requirement for 
~ cars and trucks other than 

that tires be not less than 5 
inches in width; none for 
trailers other than that 
maximum width is iY2 feet. 
Rule to left. 

Maximum width, 2 meters; 
length of convoy, 12 meters. 

Virgin Islands ................................... 1 .. 

Rule to righ t; left drive pre· 
lerred. 

I 

Lighting regnlations 

1 front, 1 red rear lamp, and I 
illllminatin~ license, for all 
Ly lJes uf llluLur ... ulliclc::,. 
Front lamp at extreme 
rig-ht. 1 limmflT<: nnt ('om­
pulsory but Ii e:, i r it IJ J,', 
Ughts may not be movable, 
i. e., not employed as search· 
light. 

2 heRd lights; 2 relilights, Ion 
front license plate, other On 
rear license plate; dimmers 
compulsory. 

2 head lights, Ired tail light. 
Dimmers required. 

Highway regulations 

Front and rear license plates .. 

Electric warning device for 
highway; band hulb for city 
use. Must be license and 
tax plate on rear; solid tires 
prohibited. 

Front and rear-license plates .. 

Brake regulations 

2 independent systems of 
hrakes. 'I'milers ovcr 2 hun· 
drcdwciJ;i1t lIIL1::it 11 a Y l' 
hrakes. 

4·wheel hmkes satislactory of 
2 systems. 

2 brakes, one actiul( llirertly on 
driving wheels or on parts of 
mechanism ftrmly connected 
t.herewith; eRch hl'skc capa· 
hie of stopping the vehide, 
one operated by feet. 



Yugoslavia __ ._ .. Maximum weight, 8 metric 
tons; maximum weight per 
axle, /iJ-i metric tons. Maxi· 
mum pressuro each square 
centimeter oC tires, 150 kilos. 

Maximum width, 2.5 meters; 
maximum height, 3 meters. 
Rule to right. Etlective 
Jan. 1, lllal, solid tires pro· 
hibited. 

2 head lights, tail light; dim­
mers compulsory; spotlights 
compulsory where ordinary 
lights do not clearly show 
the road. Trailer must 
have taillight. 

Strong signal horn; also ap­
paratus for giving louder 
signal in country. Front 
and rear license plates. 

2 independent set. or brakes_ 



TAXATION 

ALBANIA 

Juliu ... C. Holmes, Charge d' AfI'aires, American Legation, Tirana 

Eyery IllOtOI' I-ehicle in Albania, regardless of type, pay"i 50 gold 
francs ($9.65 I for a license. All vehicles, IllOreOyer, with the excep­
tion of touring cars not for hire, must pay a monthly tax of 20 gold 
francs ($3.86 I. .\. driyer's permit costs 20 gold francs_ There are 
no other taxes. Taxes now in force do not affect sales of motor 
vehicles. 

ALGERIA 

Oscar S. Heizer, American Consul, Algiers 

There are no t axes on motor vehicles in Algeria; the tax formerly 
levied has been replaced since 1926 by internal taxes on gasoline and 
tires. Licen:"e {dates are not issued by the State; the owner is re­
sponsible for affi\:ing his allotted number. Registration costs $0.29. 
Drivers' permit~ are $2.74. The tax on tires is $0.156 per kilo. 
There is a SHies tax on all kinds of goods, including automotive, of 2 
per cent. Gasoline is taxed at $0.59 per hectoliter (26.41 gallons). 

No automotiw vehides are wholly manufactured in Algeria; the 
engine is alway'"' imported. ~lost yehides imported are made n 
France, America, and Italy, being subject to restrictions existing in the 
country of origin. hut the absence of any further restrictions in Algeria 
influences sales. the buyers having the benefit of a wide range of 
choice. Since tbe remoyal of the tax on horsepower in 1926 the num 
bel' of automotin' vehicles has more than doubled; the ayerage grade 
of the vehicles, too, is higher. At present the tax is paid indirectly 
on the tires and ga"ioline, so that the tax payment in respect of a 
vehicle is nicelv graduated to the extent of its use. With normal 
prosperity and iJII~intenance of taxation on its present basis, the num­
ber of vehicles ill Algeria should continue to increase for some years. 

ANGLO-EGYPTIAN SUDAN 

Ralph F. Chesbrough, American Trade CommiS8ioner, Cairo 

An ordinallce providing for uniform licenses of motor vehicles and 
abolishing the is;'\Ie of provincial licenses became effective January 1, 
1930. The follol\-ing annual license fees are in effect (the Egyptian 
pound is worth :<-1.9431 a t par): 
Passenger cars (ulIl:irlell): 

650 kilos u nd lI11deL .. . 
Over 650 to I,dOO. _ ... . 
Over 1,000 to 1.500 .. _. 
OYer 1,500 to :2.000 ... . 
O,-er 2,000 to :!. 500 ... . 
Over 2,500 _ .. 

Trucks (unladpn): 
650 kilos and lillrler .. 
Over 650 to 1,1100 .. 
Over 1,000 to 1.500 ... . 
O\'er 1.50() to l.OOO ... . 
Over 2,000 to :2,500_ .. . 
Over 2 500 
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£E3.000 
4. 000 
5. 000 
6. 000 

10. 000 
20. 000 

3. 000 
4. 000 
5. 000 
6. 000 

10.000 
20. 000 

Trailers: 
650 kilos and under ... . 
O\-er 650 to 1,000._ ... . 
Over 1,000 to 1.500 ... . 
Over 1,500 to 2,000 ... . 
Over 2,000 to 2,500 ... . 
O\-er 2,500 .......... . 

For-hire cars ........ _ .... . 
Motor c\·c!es ............. . 
Motor c~-cles with side car .. 

£El. 500 
2. 000 
2.500 
3. 000 
5. 000 

10. 000 
3.000 
1. 500 
2.000 
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The truck and trailer rates apply to th, ,se equipped with pne~l~latic 
tires; those having solid or cushion til't,~ pay 25 per cent addItIonal. 
Vehicl!'s equipped with metal tires pay double th!' above rates, 

ANGOLA 

Arthur F. Tower. American Consul, vopold"ille, Belgian Congo 

Taxation of motor vehicles in Angolll is as follows: Private pas­
senger cars and those for hire, 1,238 angolares ($54) a year; trucks up 
to 3 metric tons capacity, one-third til<' passenger-car rate; trucks 
o,'er that capacity may be imported only by special permission and 
pay an annual additional tax of 500 ang,)lares ($22) per ton or frac­
tion ov!'r 3 tons, 

Every motor vehicle must be coven',l by a booklet which must 
accompany the vehicle at all times, III this booklet is recorded the 
official inilpection made at the time of f"I·gistration or resale, and, in 
the case of trucks, the allowable capacit,\', The fee for the issuance 
of this booklet i., 100 angolares ($4.40). A driver's permit costs 150 
angolares (16.60), including the certificu res that must be submitted 
with the application. 

The tax laws in force have no appreciul,le effect on the sale of motor 
vehicles. Trucks greater than OHoll "apacity are rare, but this 
is due more to the lack of suitable roao~ than to the taxes assesspo, 

ARABIA 

Cloy"" K, Huston. American Vi", Consul. Aden 

Motor vehicles are apparently not \'('~ulated or taxed in Arabia 
outside of Aden and the Kingdom of Hediaz; even in the latter there 
are very few registered vehicles and cOI'lparatively few regulations 
covering them, The civil administrati"n of Aden falls under t.he 
governliient of Bombay, India; regulatiolls and taxation in Aden are, 
therefore, those laid down in Bombay, with a few modifications 
necessary to adapt them to local condi t ions. The Aden taxes are 
as follows (the rupee is worth 10,365 at p,n): 

Lirense plates ________ _ 
Dri\'er's permit _ _ _ __ 

Renewal at date of expiratiOIL 
Road tax, eae-h q Harter ___________ _ 
Registratioll : 

Motor rnles_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ 
~Iotor v'ehides 2 tOllS and under ______ _ 
.Motor vehie-Ies over 2 tons ___ _ 

Registration. rellewal: 

Htll'ees 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -~ ~ - - - - 2 
20 

5 
10 

10 
40 
80 

:\-Iotor ('\'rle8_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ g 
~Iotor v'ehicles 2 tons and undpr _ _ _ _ _ :32 
~Iotor vehie-les over 2 tons_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (i4 

Renewal must be effected at date of eXI,iration, otherwise full rp~is­
tration fees will be charged, Xo vehirll'~ in Aden are exempt, and 
it is not believed that the fees hinde!' III facilitate the sales of aO\~ 
DsrticlIlAI' tvnf'~ of f'lIr -
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,8 MOT( IR VEHICLE REGULATIONS AND TAXATION 
;' 

The Hedj az t axes follow: 
£E s. 

License pIa te, _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 0 10 
Registration: 

5 passengers and under. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 10 ° 
'6 to 10 p:tsse Ilgers_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 15 ° 
10 passellgen- and over.____________________________________ 20 0 

Driver's perntit (rc'newal every 6 months) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 5 

There is a road tax for each trip between Jedda and :\lecca of 
14 l\1iri pitHter,.; (or $0.65). On Iv ~loslems are allowed to driYe an 
automobilr. . 

ARGENTINA 

Th<,mas C. Ballagh, ABsislant 'Trade Commissioner, Buenos Aires 

The Argpntine National Government imposes no restrictions on 
motor vehirles, either as to their construction or as to the manner in 
which they mh.\- be used, such regulation being left entirely in the 
hands of local governments of the various Provinces and munici-
palities. . 

It might be mentioned, however, that the National Government 
does permit the classification of a truck equipped with a hook for 
attaching a trHiler, as a tractor, thereby qualifying the truck for a 
duty exemptioll. To enter duty free, a truck with a 2-wheel driYe 
must be capable of pulling twelve times its own weight, and a truck 
with a 4-wheel drive, eighteen times its weight. Incidentally, nearly 
every Americllll truck has been able to meet the requirements and 
has entered dUlY free. . 

Since ea('h I1Iunicipality has its own regulations and its own scale 
of taxes anll fel':oi, it has not been possible to secure them all; instead, 
those for tJI(' city and the Province of Buenos Aires are used. The 
city eontailts II hout 10 per cent and the Province about 30 per cent 
of all vehicles <,irculating in Argentina. The Province is one of the 
few in. the ('olllltry having automotivp regulations applying through-
6ut the whole Province; it imposes no provincial taxes or fees, how­
ever, these bei!lg left to the municipalities. 

In the city (,j' Buenos Aires, registration fees for passenger cars are 
based on nd "I'ight and those for trucks on maximum loaded weight. 
Taxis and lllot<)r cycles pay a flat rate; whether busses pay a flat 
rate depends (Ill whether they operate in the center of the city or 
in the outl~'in~ section. Thp fees are determined by the city council 
at the bpginni Ilg of each year, and the amount quoted is for the 
entire year, Those quoted below are for 1929, which were slightly 
lower than th(l~e for 1928; for 1930 they may possibly be still lower. 
(The Argelltin<' paper peso is worth about $0.40 at currpnt exchnnge.) 
Passenger cars: Pesos 

First cla.,s, \\cighing up to 1,000 kilos ______________________________ 70 
Second das~, 1,001 to 1,250 kilos __________________________________ 110 
Third cbss, 1,251 to 1,500 ki[os ____________________ ~ ______________ 160 
Fourth das~, 1,501 to 1,750 kilos~ _________________________________ 260 
Fifth class, 1,751 to 2,000 kilos ___________________________________ 320 

. Sixth ~!ass, over 2,000 kilos_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 450 
TaxiS and J 1 t ney -_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 90 
Busses: 

Central WilL' _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 600 
Outlying ZOlles_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 300 
Sight-seeing _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 200 
SchooL _ _ _ _ _______ '_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 200 
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Trucks: Pesos 
First dass, maximum load exceeding 12,0011 kilos gross __ . _ 400 
8econd dass, 10,001 to 12,000 kilos _ ... _ _ . _____ . _ . 300 
Third class, 8,001 to 10,000 kilos _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 150 
Fourth class, 6,001 to 8,000 kilos. _ ' .. _________ 100 
Fifth class, 4,001 to 6,000 kilos _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 50 
Sixth class, 2,001 to 4,000 kilos_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ______ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 40 
Seventh class, under 2,000 kilos_________ ________________________ 30 
Eighth class, with closed bodies, lip to 3,0( II I kilos __________________ . 40 
~inth class, funeral hearses ___ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 60 

Trailers: 
:\Iaximum capacity weight under 6,000 kilt'i, _______________________ 100 
:\Iaximum capacity weight over 6,000 kilo, _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 150 

~Iotor cycles_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 20 

Trucks under 6,000 kilos without rublwr tires pay four times above 
taxes; all over 6,000 kilos must have rubLer tires. Trucks with solid 
tires pay 100 per cent surcharge on aboy·~ taxes. Passenger cars for 
hire by the day, week, or trip pay 20 per cent less than private cars. 
Demonstration licenses cost 55 pesos a month for each set of plates 
for cars or trucks and 10 pesos a month ft ,r motor cycles. A driyer's 
permit, good indefinitely, costs 12 pesos. 

Automobiles belonging to the K ationai Government and the diplo­
matic corps are exempt. Exemption on trucks is granted to official 
trucks, to certain institutions and hospitllis, and to dealers in certain 
food products of prime necessity, such a,.. bread, milk, meat, etc. 

Similar registration and license fer, prevail throughout the 
Provinces but are considerably lower. with a result that. many 
yehicles operating in the city of Buenoi' Aires are regist.ered in out­
lying suburban towns where fees are mud lower. Typical municipal 
registration fees, in paper pesos per annulll. are as follows: Province of 
Buenos Aires, lowest, 30 to 85 pesos for I 'ars and 40 to 45 pesos for 
trucks, highest, 60 to 300 pesos for cars finl55 to 125 pesos for trucks; 
£rov1nce of Santa Fe, lowest, 7 pesos for C:lrs and 10 pesos for trucks, 
highest, 50 to 375 pesos for cars and :!i to 300 pesos for trueks; 
Province of Salta, lowest, 6 pesos for cal" and trucks, highest, 40 to 
50 pesos for cars and 70 pesos for trucks. 

The Province of La Rioja imposes a til '( on gasoline of 5 centa \'OS 

a liter (approximately 81~ cents a gallon I. the Province of Santa Fe 
has a gasoline tax of 2 cenhl\'os a liter. the proceeds of which are 
used for road maintenance. 

AUSTRALIA 

James E. Peebles. Acting Ameriean Trade. ommiSllioner. SJdney 

Taxation of motor vehicles in Australia varies among the different 
States. The amount of the tax depend~ 'Ill many factors, including 
the horsepower, the weight, the load capa(,lty, and the tire equipment 
in the case of trucks, the seating capacity in the case of busses~ the 
place commercial vehicles are lIsed, and 1 he origin, British vehides 
being accorded preferential rates in many instances. The complete 
schedule is too complicated to be giwn ill this publication, but it is 
on file in the automotive division of tht~ Bureau of Foreign Hnd 
Domestic Commerce, where it may he secllred by qualified American 
esporters. . 

The Commonwealth imposE'S an import 1 :lX of 4d. a gallon on petrol, 
part of which is turned over to the States 1"11' road building. In fnet, 
the bulk of Australian motor-vehicle taxI's is applied to the rosds,t 
directly or indirectly. 
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The system of taxation now in effect is considered equitable, with 
no apprecia hIe discrimination for or against any particular makes or 
models. The preference given in the schedules to trucks of British 
origin is of ,,0111(' sales ad"antage, especially in heavy modeL-. 

AUSTRIA 

John A. Embry. Acting American Commercial Attache. Vienna 

In Austria ililtoIllobile taxes are asse>'sed on horsepower in ca~e of 
passenger cal'S, on horsepower or carrying capacity in case of trucks, 
on unit in case ()f electric passenger cars or trucks, and on horsepower 
or unit or ('Olli hination of both in case of motor cycles. Taxes in 
different PlOyincps vary considprably; in some, trucks and motor 
cycles are l'X€lllpt from taxation. During 1930 the present system 
of taxation will probably be replaced by uniform tax on gasoline; 
therefore the complicated schedules are not given in this publication. 

There is a ~ldes tax of 7 per cent of the invoice value plus freight 
8nd duty, hut 110 luxury tax. There is no general road tax. On a 
few roads, nota hly in Alpine districts where maintenance of roads 
is very expf'nsin>, local road taxes are levied. 

Registration costs plus license plate amount to approximately 20 
schillings ($~.8()); the fee for examination previous to obtaining driver's 
license is apPl"(lximately 30 schillings ($4.20). 

Some Austrian taxation systems tend to favor manufacture and 
importation of low-powered automobiles, up to 6 horsepower, and 
seriously handicap use of popular American cars. Effect of this 
policy so flll' has not been seriously felt by importers of .\merican 
cars, since the import quota of approximately 350 cars a year can be 
easily disposed of. The proposed introduction of a gasoline tax to 
replace pre"ent systems of taxation would improve the present un­
favorable tax "ituation of American cars. 

The tax policy of the city of Vienna favors trucks, but American 
trucks do not profit much, owing to very strong competition of local 
manufactmers and very high tariff duties. Vienna tax exemption 
for motor ('yelps and low tax on motor cycles in many Provinces 
has caused a disproportionate increase of motor cycles in .lush·ia. 
The in trod IIctinll of gasoline tax will seriously curtail motor-cycle 
business and probably cause, in time, a decrease in the ratio of motor 
cycles to passellger cars. 

AZORES 

William H. Hunt, American Consul, St. Michaels 

Passenger eft r,;, busses, and trucks in the Azores are subject to the 
following annual taxes (an escudo is worth about $0.045 at current 
exchange): 

F.scudos 
Up to 12 hop.;epl'\\-eL__________ 96 
13 to 24 hor~epo\\er ___ . _____ . ___ 144 
25 to -36 horsep<)\H'r _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 192 
37 to 60 horsepo\\PL __ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 240 
61 horsepower :llrd O\'er _____ . ___ 288 

Escudos 
Motor cycles_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 20 
Municipal license: 

Cars______________________ 50 
Motor cycl!'s _______________ 30 

:Medical eert ificate, court record, police record, identification card, 
examination, rpgistration, forms, etc., cost about $14.50. The regis­
tration is pel']ll'tual and costs 62% escudos for either a car OJ' a motor 
cycle. 
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BAHAMAS 

Leo J. Callanan, Ameri ... n Vice Consul, Nassau 

New Providence is the onlv island in the Bahamas which has issued 
regulations governing the 'Use of motor vehicles and equipment. 
Because of the proximity of Nassau to the Gnited States and the pre­
dominance of American cars in the market, the usual equipment of 
American cars is the equipment required by local custom and regula­
tions. 

Motor-vehicle registration fees are based on weight, irrespective of 
the type of vehicle, the rate being £4 ($19.51) per annum for vehicles 
of 2,000 pounds and under, increasing £1 for each additional 500 
pounds or fraction thereof. A license for demonstrating and testing 
('ars i;; obtained by dealers at £1 per annum. 

No fees are charged for license plates. There is no sales tax in the 
Bahamas. Driver's license costs £1 per annum, or part thereof, for 
automobiles, and 12 shillings ($2.92) for motor cycles. There are no 
road, luxury, or gasoline taxes. Vehides owned by the Colonial 
Government are exempt from taxation. 

The taxes in force on motor vehicles are not considered bv dealers 
to have a detrimental effect on sales. • 

BARBADOS 

William W. Brunswitk, Ameri ... n Consul, Barbados 

Under the motor vehicles act solid tires in Barbados are so heavily 
taxed that their use has been eliminated. A truck of 2 tons gross 
weight pays $38.40 per annum if equipped with pneumatic tires or 
$76.80 if equipped with solid tires. If the weight exceeds 2 tons the 
additional weight is taxed in proportion. 

Unless otherwise shown, annual taxes al e computed according to 
net weight, as follows: 
Passenger cars: 

l'p to and including 1,500 pounds __________________________ _ 
Over 1,500 pounds and not exceeding 1 tOIL _________________ _ 
Over 1 ton and not exceeding 1}2 tons ____ - _________________ _ 
Over 1 ~~ and not exceeding 2 tons __________________________ _ 
Over 2 tons _____________________________________________ _ 

Taxicabs: 
Fp to and includiug 1,500 pounds ________ - _________________ _ 
Over 1,500 pounds and not exceeding 1 ton __________________ _ 
Over 1 ton but not exceeding 1 % tons _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _______ _ 
Over H~ and not exceeding 2 tons __________________________ _ 
Over 2 tons _____________________________________________ _ 

~Iotor cvcles: 
Not used for industrial purpuses ___________________________ _ 
With car attached, when not used for industrial purposes ______ _ 
\"hen used for industrial purposes __________________________ _ 
With car attached, when used for industrial purposes _________ _ 

)Iotor trucks (4 wheels, fitted with pneumatic tires): 
Not exceeding 2 tons maximum gross weight. _______________ _ 
Fur each additional half tOll or part thereof up to 5~2 tons maxi-

mlUn gross weight. ___________________ - _________________ _ 
Over 5h tons and not exceeding 6 tons maximum gross weight._ 
For eB:ch additional )1alf ton or part thereof exceeding 6 tons 

maximum gross weight. _________________________________ _ 
.\totor trucks (4 wheels not fitted with pneumatic tires): 

Not exceeding 2 tOilS maximum gross weight. _______________ _ 
For each additional half ton or part thereof up to 51~ tons maxi-

mum gross WE'ighL _____________________________________ _ 

£ 

3 
3 
7 
8 

10 

5 
5 

10 
13 
15 

1 
2 
2 
3 

8 

1 
20 

10 

16 

2 

s. d 

10 0 
15 0 
0 0 

15 0 
0 0 

5 0 
12 6 
10 0 
2 6 
0 0 

10 0 
0 0 
5 0 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
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Motor trucks (4 wneels not fitted with pneumat;c tires)-Con. 
Exceeding 5),f tons but not exceeding 6 tons maximum gross £ s. d. 

weight _________________________________________________ 40 0 0 
For each additional half ton or part thereof exceeding 6 tons 

maximum gross weighL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 20 0 0 
Motor busses (4 wheels, with pneumatic tires): 

Not exceeding 2 tons maximum gross weight _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 7 10 0 
For each additional half ton or part thereof _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 0 0 

Motor busses (4 wheels, not equipped with pneumatic tires): 
Not exceeding 2 tOils maximum gross weight _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 15 0 0 
For each additional half ton or part thereof _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2 0 0 

Trailers pay one-half the truck rates. 
Registration costs $0.24, a driver's permit costs $2.40 and a renewal 

$0.24. There are no lUXury or road taxes. 
Government motor vehicles only are exempt from taxes. 
The result of tax laws in force has been to increase the use of 2-ton 

trucks and reduce the use of heavier trucks. Consumers prefer light 
passenger .cars; for those weighing over 2 tons there is practically no 
demand. 

BELGIAN CONGO 

Arthur F. Tower. American Consul. Leopoldville 

Taxation in Leopoldville, Belgian Congo, is as folllws: 
Francs 

per annum 

Passenger cars: 
Up to 350 kilos __________ _ 
351 to 550 kilos _________ _ 
OYer 550 kilos ___________ _ 

Trucks: 
Up to 1 metric ton _______ _ 
1 to 2 metric tons _______ _ 
2 to 3 metric tons _______ _ 

250 
300 
350 

350 
425 

O\;el' 3 metric tons, each tOlL 
1,050 

350 

Franc!' 
per annnm 

Motor cHles (with or without 
side ca'r): . 

Up to 2}j horsepower 1_ _ _ _ 100 
2)2 to 4 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 150 

. O~'er 4 h~rsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 300 
Dn yer s perml L _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 100 
License plates________________ 50 

Trailers pay one-half the truck weights. 
The system of local taxation in Leopoldville has no effect on types 

or sizes of motor vehicles sold. 

BELGIUM 

Leigh "-. Hunt, .A merican COJllll'erc!al A tt ache, Bnl:-E-els 

Motor-vehicle taxes in Belgiulll are hased on horsepower. I Pas­
senger cars up to 24 horsepower pay 40 francs (a franc is worth 
$0.0278 at par) a horsepower and those over 24 horsepower pay 60 
francs a horsepower. The corresponding rates for taxicabs and 
automobiles for hire and for trucks and busses are 24 and 36 francs. 
The tax on trucks and busses weighing more than 2,000 kilos must 
not be less than 28 francs per 100 kilos. ~10tor cycles with side 
car pay 24 francs each horsepower and those without side car pay 
20 francs each horsepower. 

The tax OIl trucks, busses, moying yiws and other vchides. is 
increased by 25 per cent if mounted on semi pneumatic tires, by 100 
per cent if solid tires, and 150 per ('ent if metallic tires. 

1 The formula u::;ej in computing horSp.pOWE'f ('an be obtained from the automotive division of the BUreHll 
of Foreig-n and DomestLc ('ommerce. 
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BERMUDA 

Clay :\Ierrell. American Con~ul. Hamilton 

The general use of motor \"(·hieles is prohibited in Bermuda. 
Only 6 trucks and 1 motor ambulance are in use in the colony; they 
are property of the colonial government. 

BOLIVIA 

Sheldon T. MHIs. Americ:an Vice Consul. La paz 

Taxation on motor vehicles in Bolivia. is in the form of a flat rate, 
as follows (the boliviano is worth about $0.36 at currtmt exchange): 

BoJi'danos 
per month 

Passenger cars_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 12 
For-hire passenger cars_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 10 
Busses __________________________________________________ 20 
Trur ks _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 20 
:\Iotor ryrles_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 5 

These taxes are collected by the Departments. The municipalities 
charge 6 belivianos a year for passenger cars and 3 bolivianos a year 
for for-hire cars. 

A sales tax of 50 pel' cent of the value of the vehicle is assessed. 
A driver's permit costs i 5 bolivianos and is good until revoked. 
There are a few roads on which a toll of 0.10 boliviano a passenger 
is charged. Gasoline is taxed 50 pel' cent. 

Official' vehicles belonging to the national, departmental, and 
municipal governments are exempt.. 

The high sales ta.xes on motor vehicles and on gasoline restrict 
sales in Bolivia. Salaries Ilre low, and the cost of living, according 
to the American standard, j" high. 

BRAZIL 

A. Ogden Plenot. Acting American Commerdal Attache. Rio de Janeiro 

~lotorists in Brazil encounter two systems of motor-vehicle regu­
lation-those of the State and municipal governments, and those 
of the Federal Government applying evidently to the two Federal 
highways in Brazil. The latter serve as a model for the various 
State and municipal governments, although their regulations differ 
to some extent. 

The basis of taxation in most municipalities and in the Federal 
District is weight. Following are the annual rates in the Federal 
District (the milreis is worth about $0.113 at current exchange): 
Passenger rars: 

Cp to 1 ton (metric) __ 
1,000 to 1,600 kilos __ _ 
1,600 kilos and OH'L __ 

For-hire cars: 
r p to 1 tOIL ________ _ 

1,000 to 1,600 kilo~ __ _ 
1,600 and owr ______ _ 

Trucks (use of owner only): 
rp to 1,500 kilos ____ _ 
1,500 to 3,000 kilos __ _ 
Over 3,000 kilos _____ _ 

14940-30--4 

-162$000 
5-10$000 
618$000 

ti~5$200 
700$800 
7228000 

G30!!!000 
7988000 
966$000 

Trurks (general hauling) : 
l·p to 1,500 kilos ___ _ 
1,500 to 3,000 kilos __ _ 
Oyer 3,000 kilos _____ _ 
I.Solid tires pay 12$000 

additional.) 
Buss{'~: 

l'p to 2-1 passel'gers __ _ 
On'r 2-1 passengers ___ _ 

822$000 
9908000 

1 :158$COO 

925$:=00 
1:2378:=00 
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The following rates are in force in the cit~T of Sao Paulo: 

[In milreisj 

Typ,' ..;, :\[uni('i'l • \,,1, ta\ pal tax Total· 

-- --- _._-- ---

Passenger cars: 
Prh'ate-

Cp to 2.1 horsepower .. . 
25 to 3.1 horsepower ...... . 
35 to 60 horsepower .. . 
O\'er 60 horsepower .. .. 

................ ::::::::::1 
·1 

For hire (specinl)-
l'p to 25 horsepower .......... . 

I 
- I 

25 \0 35 horsepower._ .......... . 
35 \ 0 60 horsepower .............. . 
Owr 60 horsepower. .. _ .... . 

T.xirabs-
l'p to 25 horsepower _ 
25 to 35 horsepower ...... . 
35 to 60 horsepower ..... .. 
O\'er 60 horsepower. 

Trucks: 
Pneumatic tires-

Cp to 1 ton....... . ......... .. 
1 to 2 tons. ,, __ ." ................. . 
2 to 3 tons ..... " ... ____ .. ......... :::::1 
3 to 6 tons __ .. _ _ _ ... 
OYer 6 tons ___________________ _ . 

f'olid tires-
l'p to 1 ton .. _ 
1 to 2 tons ........... _ ...... .. 
2 to 3 tons ... _ .. _ .... _ .... . 
3 to 6 tons_____ _ __. __ 
Owr 6 tons ... _ ......................... . 

Motor eyries ... __ ......... __ ....................... .. 

" 33.2 409 
110, 332 442 
165 332 497 
220 332 552 

" 232 309 
llO 232 342 
165 232 397 
220 Zl2 452 

17 192 26V 
ItO 192 302 
165 In 35. 
220 192 412 

88 1~2 270 
220 1~2 402 
220 232 4.12 
.1.10 ~~ i 782 
880 

2821 

I, ll2 

143 425 
330 282 612 
330 332 662 
880 332 1.212 

1,650 332 1,982 
77 I 132 209 

Busses pay same State taxes as trucks, with an additional charge of 
5$500 a passenger seat. :Municipal taxes vary from 400$000 to 
650$000. 

Motor vehicles belonging to members of the diplomatic and consular 
corps in Rio, as well as to Federal and municipal Governments, are 
exempt from taxation in the Federal District. YehieIes owned by 
the City Improvements Co. are exempt, owing to a provision in its 
chartc.r dating back to the time of the Brazilian Empire, providing 
that the company should be free from all taxes of Brazilian and local 
governments. 

There is no dou bt that the present high rates of taxation applicable 
on automotive vehicles are largely responsible for the restricted use 
of automobiles in the larger cities of Brazil. A regi,stration of ap­
proximately 50,000 vehicles would be reasonable for the large num­
ber of people financially able to own a car, yet registration of all 
types is hardly more than 17,000. The tax, moreover, is undoubtedly 
responsible for the closing of certain American and European factory 
organizations. Registration fees during the past two or three years 
have increased at an alarming rate; however, no immediate relief 
from this increasing tax burden is looked for in the immediate future. 

BRITISH EAST AFRICA 

K. deG. MacVUty. Ameriran Consul. Na;robi, Kenya 

Taxation in British East Africa is based on weight and payable 
annually. Motor cycles pay £1 lOs. or £2 if with side car. :Motor 
vehicles with pneumatic tires, 1,.500 pounds and under (tare weight), 
pay £4, and those hea,"ier pay lOs. earh 250 pounds in addition. 
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The tax is increased by 25 per cent in the case of solid rubber tires 
Hnd by 100 per cent in the case of metal tires. Trailers pay half 
the aboye rates. Busses PH.'-, in Hddition, H fee of lOs. for each 
passenger they are licensed tn cRrry. 

BRITISH GUIANA 

Harold R. Brown, American "ice Consul, Georgetown 

Motor-yehide taxation in British Guiana is as follows: 
Passenger cars, each horsepo\\"('r J or fraction thereof _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ $2. i5 
Trucks and busses not exceeding 10 horsepower _ .. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 33. -00 . 
Busses exceeding 10 horsepower: 

Kept and used between Georgetown and Rosignol or Vreed-en-Hoop 
and Parika-

Kot more than 10 passenger~ _________ .. ___________________ 120.00 
.\Iore than 10 but less than 22 _______ .. ______________ . _____ 3SO. 00 
More than 22 passengers __________ .... ____________________ 400. 00 

Elsewhere in colony or when used for conveying passengers and their 
baggage from Coverden and inten·ening places to the Stabroek 
Market or from the Stabroek Market to Cm·erden and intervening 
places-

Kot more than 10 passengers ______ .. ______ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 75. 00 
.\Iore than 10 passengers __ . _______________________________ 120.00 

Pro\'ided that with respect to any bus plying for hire within the city 
of Georgetown and 1 mile of the boundaries of the said city along 
routes defined and in accordance with a tariff and time table fixed 
by the mayor and town council of Georgetown, the governor in 
council may, upon the application of the said mayor and town 
council, sanction the grant of a license on payment of $2.75 per 
horsepower or any part of 1 horsepowcr. 

:'lotor lorry exceeding 10 horsepower kept and used: 
I n Georgetown __ . _____________________ . _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 200. 00 
Between Georgetown and Rosignol or Vreed-en-Hoop and Parika __ 300.00 
Elsewhere in the colony ... ______________ . _____________ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 120. 00 

.\Iotor vans exceeding 10 horsepower: 
If fitted with pneumatic tires ________ . _. _ .. ______ .... ______ . _ _ _ 100. 00 
Not fitted with pneumatic tires ________ .. ______________________ ISO. 00 

Vehicle or trailer used with any motor vehicle kept and used in George-
town or between Georgetown and Rosiguol or Vreed-en-Hoop and 
Parika and having: 

1 or 2 wheels __________________________ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 100. 00 
3 or more wheels _______ . _______________ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 200. 00 

For any such vehicle kept and used elsewhere in the colony having: 
1 or 2 wheels _____ . ____ . __ .. ______ ... _ .. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ SO. 00 
3 or more wheels ________ . ____ . _ _ _ _ ... _ . __________ . __ . _ _ _ 100. 00 

Provided that any such vehicle ha\·ing pneumatic tires on all the wheels 
the license duties shall be charged at half the above rates. Provided 
further that no license shall he required for any such vehicle kept and 
used exclusivelv on any road or trail beyond Hvde Park on the 
Demerara River and tlie tributaries thereto, and beyond Bartica on 
the Essequebo and Mazaruni RiYers and tributaries thereto. 

License plates (approximatel~·) _. __ . _________ . __ ... _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 3.00 
Registration fee .. _ ... _ _ _ ... __ . _ .. _ ... _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1. 00 
Chauffeurs' fee to operate a car. __ . _______ . _ .. ____________ . . 2. 00 

Motor whicles operated by the Georgetown town council and the 
Government are exempt from taxation. 

Owing to the rather high taxation and the high price of gasoline, 
the trend of motor sales is toward the low-powered vehicle. 

J The formula u""d in CQmputing hor><,pow,>r ean be oht"ined (rom the automotiH di\·i,ion o( the Bureau 
o( Foreign and Domc,ti(' Comm,>rer. 
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BRITISH HONDURAS 
G. R. Taggart, American Consul, Belize 

Annual taxation in British Hondura~ is as follows: Vehicles other 
than trucks, 2,000 pounds and under, pay $8 a wheel; those oYer 
2,000 pounds pay $10 a wheel; trucks pay $12.50 a wheel. All 
vehicles for ~ire pay $10 in addition. A driver's license costs $2.50. 

Vehicles used by town boards and by the Governmen t are exempt. 

BRITISH MALAYA 
Don C. Bliss, American Trade CommiSSioner, Singapore 

The following taxes are imposed on motor vehicles in the Federated 
Malay States (the Straits dollar is worth about $0.56 at current 
exchange) : 
r-,Iotor cycles: I','r Il!IlIllh 

- F nder 5 horsepower 1 ________________________________________ _ 

Over 5 horsepower __________________________________________ _ 
Motor cycle for trade purposes ___________________________________ _ 
Pri vate cars: 

C Jl(ler 10 horsepower. ______________________________ _ 
10 to 16 horsepower ____________________ - ______________ _ 
16 to 20 horsepower ____________________ - ______________ _ 
20 to 25 horsepower ____________________________________ _ 
O\'er 25 horsepower _________________________________________ _ 

Vehicles for hire, for each person, with driver and conductor, authorized 
to be carried, in additio1l to a\)ove_____ __ _____________ _ 

Trucks: 
Not over 1 tOIl __________________________________________ _ 
1 to 212 tOllS __________________________________________ __ 
21" to 41; tons ______________________________________________ _ 

~)Lt~06 t~~:~~ __ ~ = = = ~ = _ = _ = = = = = = = = = = = = = ~ = = = ~ = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = Trailers, each ton ________________________________________ _ 
Miscellaneous: 

8$1. 00 
1. 50 
3. 00 

2, 00 
3,00 
5. 00 
7.00 

10,00 

1. 00 

5. 00 
10. 00 
20,00 
35. 00 
40. 00 

5. 00 

Driver's certificate of cOlUpetency ________ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 10. 00 
Visitor's certificate of compctency _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2. 00 
Conductor's certificate of compctency _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 5. 00 
Gasolinc tax, each imperial gallull______________________________ .15 

. Trucks not equipped with IHwumatil' tin's pay double the rates 
gIVen. 

The taxes on motor Yehieles in the Straits Settlements are imp08ed 
by the various mUllicipalitie'S, of which the most important aJ"(' 
Singapore, Penang, and ~Ialaeea. The annual rates imposed Oll 

motor cycles fmd passenger ears in 1930 are listed below: 

PO\"",,!" 

X ot exceeding i hOrSl'})OWer 

, , . 
\Smgaporel Pt'n.l.ng I' :\Ial.wcl 

--------- ~$181~ "$1~ 
8 to Jl horsepower._._. __ _ 
12 to 16 horsepower _ .. __________ _ 
17 to 20 horsepower. _ -__________________ - --
21 t030horsepow~r __________________ .. ______ _ 
Exceeding 30 horseI'D,,"'" _____ , _____ . ____ . __ _ 

36

1

' fJf) " 3h 
42 ,0 42 
48 ~o [' 4_' 
fjQ H.H) till 

~ 1:10 ' ~4 
, I 

Trucks are taxed in Singapore at the following rates: 
Not exceeding 1 tOll in weight unloaded ______________________ _ 
Between 1 and 2 tons, unloaded ____________________________________ _ 
Between 2 and 3 tons, unloaded ____________________________________ _ 
Between 3 and 4 tuns, unloaded __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ 
Between 4 and 5 tons,unloaded ___________________________________ _ 
Exceeding 5 tons, unloaded _________________ - __________________ - ___ _ 

8$120 
240 
360 
480 
720 
800 

1 The formula used in computing horSl'pO\\"(.'f (';Ill be ubtuiIwfi (rom the <lutomotiy(' diyisioll of tIl(' Bllrt':~u 
of Foreign and Domestie Commerce. 
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The first two items pay three-fourths these rates if fitted 
pneumatic tires; last four items pay two-thirds if so fitted. 

Traction engines or lo('omotiws are taxed S$600. 
~lalll('('a truck taxes are as follows: 

-Xot exceeding 1 ton in weighL ____________________________________ _ 
Between 1 and 2~~ tons in weighL _________________________________ _ 
Between 2~~ tons and 4H tons in weighL ____________________________ _ 
Between 4H tons and 6 tons in weight- _____________________________ _ 

The following are the truck taxes in Penang: 

47 

with 

8$120 
180 
360 
800 

Less than 2 tons weight unloaded and with pneumatic tires on all wheels_ S$100 
Less than 3 tons weight unloaded and with pneumatic tires on all wheels_ 150 
Less than 3 tons weight unloaded and without pneumatic tires on all 

wheels_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 200 
Less than 5 tons weight, unloaded _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 250 
5 tons weight or over, unloaded _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 300 

Trailers in Singapore pay S$50 for eyery gross ton or part of a ton 
if equipped with solid rubber tires, and two-thirds of these rates if 
fitted with pneumatic tires. Iron-shod trailers pay double the rates 
of rubber-shod trailers. If trailer is attached to a tractor which 
itself ('arries no load, rates for trador and trailer are same as for 
auto-motor wagons. In ~1 ala('ca trailers pay S$100 for eyery gross 
ton. In Penang .the rates are S$50 for each ton if equipped with 
pneumatic tires on all wheels, and S$100 per ton if not so equipped. 

In Singapore the following taxes are leyied on hire ('ars and busses, 
jn addition to those pres('ribed for priYate whides: 

Per seat 
First-class taxicab, per 6 montlts ___________________________________ 8$7.50 
Second-class taxicab, per 6 mont Its _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 12. 00 
Motor omnibuses, per 3 months_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 6. 00 

In Penang the following annual taxes are leyied on hire ('ars and 
husses, in addition to those presITibed: 

Per seat 
First-class taxi, per seaL _____________________________________________ 8$5 
Second-class taxi, per seat____________________________________________ 9 
Third-class taxi, per seaL_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 9 
Motor omnibuses, per person carried _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 5 

Throughout the Straits Settlrlllents the following mis('ellaneous 
ff'es are ('harged: ' 

Registration of a motor ('ar ('osts S$8, of a motor cycle S$2.50, of a 
tradion engine S$8. Dealers' number costs S$25. License plates 
are proyided by the owner. Thrre is no sales tax. Driver's permits 
('ost S$6 and S$1 for a renewal or duplicate. There is no luxury 
tax nor road tax. The gasoline tax in the Straits Settlements is 10 
Straits cents per imperial gallon. 

BULGARIA 

Samuel Green, American Consul, Sofia 

The tax laws of Bulgaria are not a serious obstacle to sales of motor 
yehicles, but the high customs duties on automobiles and gasoline 
make it very difficult for middle-class people to purchase and oper­
ate motor cars. Government, including diplomatic and municipal, 
yehicles are exempt from taxation. 
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The following annual taxes are IE'vied in Bulgaria: 
J.nll 

Passenger cars lip to 20 horsepower,' per horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 500 
Passenger cars over 20 horsepower, per horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 60() 
Trucks, light trurks, tractors, etc., per horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 400 
TruckE and light trucks lip to 3 tOllS load, per horsepoweL _ _ _ _ 250· 
Trailers _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 3, 000 
Motor cycles, irrespective of horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 500 
Motor cyles with side car _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 700 

110to1' vehides propelled by locally made chalcoa] pay only 50 per' 
cent of the above taxes. 

A government tax of 200 leva is charged for a driver's permit. Xo 
other fees of any importance are exacted. 

CANADA 

A. H. Thiemann. Assistant Trade Commissioner. Ottawa 

ALBERTA 

Registrations in Alberta are based Oil wheelbase. Passenger CHr:'; 
and trucks up to 100-inch wheelbase pay $15, each additional 5 inches 
up to 135 inches pay $2.50, and cars oYer 13,1 inches pay $35. ~lotor 
cycles pay $5. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

License fees for passenger cars in British ColumbiH are bHsed on 
tHxatioll units ('omputed as follows: The vHlue of the car in dollars is. 
added to the weight in pounds. 

Passenger cars of 2,500 taxation units or less pay $1li.90, annuHlly, 
with a tax of $0.675 for each additional 100 units. ~lotor cycles pay 
$5.65 a year. 

Busses pay quarterly taxes. For those under 20-passenger capHcity, 
each ·seat is taxed $1, and for those of 20-pHssenger capacity and over, 
each seat is taxed $1.25. Those carrying both passengers and freight 
pay $4 for each ton of freight-r'arrying capacity. Provision is made for 
a refund in following quarter if aggregate license fees exceed 1 per cent 
of gross receipts during preceding quarter. 

Trailers not over one-half ton lated eapaeity pay $3 HIlllually; those 
over one-half ton pay one-half the fee of motor ,-ehicles of the same 
value and weight. 

Registration of motor cycles costs $5 and of other motor vehicles, 
$lO. Chaufl'eurs' licenses cost $,'5 and drin'rs' licens{'s, $1. 

MANITOBA 

In ~1anitoba, passenger rars up to 100 inrhes wheelbase pay $10, 
each 5 inches additional to 135 inches pays $2.50, and ears oYer 
135 inches wheelbase pay $30. Trucks pay $lO a ton up to 5 tons 
capacity; those OYer 5 tons pay $60. ~lotor cycles are assessed $5 
and $7.50 for those with side cal's. Chautreurs' permits cost $5 and 
dealers' licenses, $20. 

1 The formula used in {'ornputing hor:;;e-powpr ('an hp ohtGinpri from thl:' 311tomoth-e diyision of the RUTeatt 
of Forei~n and Dt)meslic ('nmmer<:>e. 
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NEW BRUNSWICK 

Taxes on motor vehicles in ~ew Brunswirk are as follows: 
Passenger cars, each hundredweighL ________________________________ $0. 85 
Trucks, each hundredweight: 

Up to 3,000 pounds-
Pneumatic tires _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1. 15 
Other than pneumatic tires_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1. 75 

3,000 to 6,000 pounds-
Pneumatic tires _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1. 75 
Other than pneumatic tires _________________________________ 2.25 

Over 6,000 pounds-
Pneumatic tires __________________________________________ _ 2. 00 
Other than pneumatic tires ________________________________ _ 3. 00 

5. 00 Motor cycles ____________________________________________________ _ 
Busses, each hundredweight: 

Up to 6,000 pounds _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2. 00 
Over 6,000 pounds_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2. 50 

Trailers, each hundredweight- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . 30 

Registration of a motor ryrle rosts $3 and of any other motor 
vehicle $5. Lirense plates rost $1. Dealer's lirenses cost $50, operator's 
licenses $1, and rhauffeur's lirenses $2. 

NOVA SCOTIA 

Passenger rars in Nova Srotia are taxed $0.90 each hundredweight, 
with a minimum $15.30. Trurks and busses are assessed $1.35 earh 
hundredweight, with a minimum of $17.10; trailers pay $0.90 a 
hundredweight. ~lotor ryrles pay $7.20 and $10.80 with side cars. 
Chauffeur's lirenses cost $5, operators' licenses $1, and plates $1. 

ONTARIO 

Registration fees in Ontario for passenger cars up to 25 horsepower 
are $5 a year; for those 25 to 35 horsepower, $10; and for those over 
35 horsepower, $20. 

Trucks and busses pay in accordance with the following table: 

Carrying capsc-itf 

I' 
I 

Equipped Equipped ' 
wholly whollyor,' 
with in part 
pneu- WIth 
matic soliti 
tires tires 

('arrying (":lpa('ity 

!EqUippedlEQuiPped 
wholly I ""holly or 

I with in part 
pnen· I with 
matic , solid 
tire8 i tires 

--------- ---- ------

Less than 2 tons ___ _ 
2 to 3 tons _ _ ________________ _ 
3 to 4 tons _______________ _ 
4 to 5 tons __________________ _ 
5 to 6 tons. ______________ _ 
6 to 7 tons ________ _ 

$16 
18 
24 
40 
54 
63 

$18 ',t08tons ____________ . ______ , 
24 ,8t09tons _________________ __ 
36 9 to 10 tons ___________________ 1 

t~ I :n~ g:~~~:::::::::::::::::: 
70 i 

$,2 
90 

100 
132 
144 

$80 
Hi 
130 
154 
169 

----------~--- ~---- -------~-------------

Licenses for rhallffeurs cost $2, for operators $1, find for dealers $10. 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 

Taxes on passenger cars in Prinre Ed ward Island are 80 cents an­
nually for each 100 pounds. Trucks up to 1 ton pay $14 a year, 
those 1 to O~ tons $19, O~ to 2)'; tons $33, and 2}2 to 3?f tons $83. 
~fotor cycles pay $5 It year. Registrat.ion of cars and trucks costs 
$2.50 and of motor cycles $1. License plates cost $1. 
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QUEBEC 

Private passenger cars in Quebec pay 70 cents per hundredweight., 
public-service passenger cars pay $1. and motor busses $1.50. Pneu­
matic-tired trucks up to 3 tons pay $1.25 a hundredweight and those 
over 3 tons pay $2.50. Solid-tired trucks up to 2}~ tons pay $1.50, 
those over 2}~ tons pay $3 a hundredweight. ~10tor cycles pay 90 
eents a horsepower. Chauffeurs' and operators' permits cost $5. 

SASKATCHEW AN 

Passenger cars in Saskatchewan not exceeding 100-inch wheelbase 
pay $10; for each additional 5 inches up to 135 inches there is a 
further charge of $2.50; cars over 135-inches wheelbase pay $30. Mo­
tor cycles pay $6, and motor attachments on pedal bicycles pay $3. 
Trucks are taxed in accordance with the following schedule: 
Rear tires not exceeding 4~f inches: 

Less than 3,000 pounds (gross weight) _____________________________ 515 
More than 3,000 but not more than 4,000 pounds_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 17 
Exceeding 4,000 pounds __________________________________________ 25 

Rear tires exceeding 4H inches but not exceeding 5 inches: 
Not exceeding 6,000 pounds ______________________________________ 25 
More than 6,000 pounds_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 38 

Rear tires exceeding 5 inches but not exceeding 6 inches: 
Not exceeding 6,000 pounds ______________________________________ 25 
Exceeding 6,000 but less than 8,000 pounds _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 38 
Exceeding 8,000 pounds____ _ ____________ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ __ _______ __ 47 

Rear tires exceeding 6 inches but not exceeding 7 inches: 
Not exceeding 6,000 pounds _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 25 
More than 6,000 pounds but less than 8,000 pounds _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 38 
More than 8,000 pounds but less than 10,000 pounds________________ 47 
Exceeding 10,000 pounds_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 63 

Rear tires exceeding 7 inches but less than 8 inches: 
Not exceeding 8,000 pounds_ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 38 
More than 8,000 pounds but less than 10,000 pounds________________ 47 
More than 10,000 pounds but less than 12,000 pounds_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 63 
Exceeding 12,000 pounds _________________________________________ 74 

Rear tires exceeding 8 inches but less than 10 inches: 
Not exceeding 8,000 pounds_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 38 
Exceeding 8,000 pounds but less than 10,000 pounds_________________ 47 
Exceeding 10,000 pounds but less than 12,000 pOllnds_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 63 
Exceeding 12,000 pounds but less than 14,000 pounds________________ 74 
Exceeding 14,000 pounds _________________________________________ 84 

Rear tires exceeding 10 inches but less than 12 inches: 
Not exceeding 10,000 pounds_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 47 
Exceeding 10,000 pounds but less than 12,000 pounds________________ 63 
Exceeding 12,000 pounds but less than 14,000 pounds________________ 74 
Exceeding 14,000 pounds but less than 16,000 pounds________________ 84 
Exceeding 16,000 pounds _________________________________________ 108 

Rear tires exceeding 12 inches but not exceeding 14 inches: 
Not exceeding 14,000 pounds_____________________________________ 74 
Exceeding 14,000 pounds but less than 16,000 pounds________________ 84 
Exceeding 16,000 pounds but not exceeding 18,000 pounds ___________ 108 
Exceeding 18.000 pounds_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 120 

Rear tires exceeding 14 inches, any weight _____________________________ 120 

Practically all of the Provinces exempt vehicles of the Government 
and diplomatic and consular corps from payment of taxation. 

There is a provincial tax of 5 cents an imperial gallon of gasoline 
in each Province except Saskatchewan, where the rate is 3 cents an 
imperial gallon. 

An excise tax of 5 per cent is levied by the Dominion Government 
on passenger cars valued at not more than $1,200 each, the value 
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being the manufacturers' selling price of automobiles manufactured 
in Canada, and the duty-paid value of imported automobiles. When 
50 per cent of the cost of production has been incurred in a British 
country and the automobile is imported from a British country en­
titled to the benefits of the British preferential tariff, or when im­
ported from a foreign country enjoying most-favored-nation treatment 
and when 50 per cent of the cost of production has been incurred in 
that foreign country; or when manufactured in Canada and 50 per 
cent of the cost of production has been incurred in Canada, auto­
mobiles valued at not more than $1,200 are exempted from the 5 
per cent excise tax. Other exemptions are automobiles manufactured 
for export and exported; automobiles entered as settlers' effects and 
valued at not more than $1,000; automobiles sold to a provincial 
government and not for resale; trucks; second-hand cars except 
when imported; hearses; police patrols; ambulances; and fire appar­
atus except chief's, deputy chief's, or district chief's cars. 

The excise tax on passenger cars valued at more than $1,200 each 
is 5 per cent on the value of $1,200 and 10 per cent on the value in 
excess of $1,200 . 

. Busses are considered as passenger cars so far as excise tax is 
concerned. 

CANARY ISLANDS 

Harris N. Cookingham, Ameriean Consul, Tenerife 

In the Canary Islands all motor vehicles pay a perpetual registra­
tion fee of 11.5 pesetas (a peseta is worth about $0.112 at current 
exchange). There is a periodic inspection of public vehicles, for 
which an annual fee of 5.55 pesetas is charged. Drivers' licenses are 
perpetual and cost 26.7 pesetas for a private car or motor cycle and 
30.3 pesetas for a bus or truck. There is a circulation tax, pavable 
annually at the following rates: . 
Private cars: Pesetas 

5 horsepower 1_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 100 
6 to 10 horsepower, each horsepowcL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 20 
11 to 16 horsepower, each horsepoweL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 25 
17 to 22 horsepower, each horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 33 
23 horsepower and over, each horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 40 

The circulation tax on t.·ucks is as follows: 

Licensed 
Carrying capaci:y I for s~ial Otbers 

I r~~~-
1 ----------1----1 

r.~l~),:::::::/ 
8C additIonal ton o\"Cr 5 _________________________________ . ______________ . _____ _ 

Pesetas 
250 
400 
500 
700 

I'~I 

Peu/a. 
350' 
515 

1,030 
1,545 
2.060 
2. 575 

500 

Vehic~e~ for industrial use pay 36 pesetas a horsepower; cars pay 
for a llllDlmum of 5 horsepower and busses for a minimum of 15 
horsepower, and busses for more than 30 passengers pay 10 per cent 

I Tbe for~ula usM in computing horsepower can be obtained from tbe antomotive didsion of tbe Bu­
reau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
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additional. Motor cycles pay 16.50 pesetas, and 20 pesetas if equip­
ped with side car; there is a minimum rating of 3 horsepower in each 
instance. . 

In the islands of Tenerife and Grand Canary 50 per cent of the 
circulation tax in its nominal aggregate is remitted; in other islands 
of the group it is reduced hy 75 per rent (presumably because roads 
are few). 

No vehicles are exempt. The laws are adapted to the motor 
vehicle rather than the whicles to the law; <sales, therefore, are not 
particularl~T affected by the taxes. 

CEYLON 

Llewellyn E. Thompson, American Vice Consul. Colombo 

Annual license fees in Ceylon are as follows: J\{otor cycle, 10 
rupees (a rupee is worth $0.365 at par); passenger cars, 10 rupees for 
those under 360 pounds, and graded hy the \\·eight of the vehicle, 
up to 250 rupees for those 5,600 pounds and oyer. For-hire cars 
(taxis and bu~ses) not OWl' 7 passengers, pay 20 rupees for each pas­
senger, llnd those oyer 7 passenger, 10 rupees for each passenger, 
minimum 160 rupees. The driver and conductor of hus are not 
counted. Trucks under 1,680 pounds pay 30 rupees; thos(' heavier 
pay more, according to their weight, up to 300 rupees for those 
oyer 11,200 pounds. Trailers pa~T three-fifths the rate for trucks. 

Dealer's license costs 10 rupees. Registration for first time costs 
2.50 rupees for a motor c.vde and 10 rupees for other vehicles. A 
certificate of rompetence of dri,"er costs 15 rupees and an extension 
of the rertifirate to another class of car, 5 rupees. All persons 
?perating for-hire cars or huss('s an' required to carry puhlic-liability 
lIlsurance. 

CHILE 

Howard H. Tewksbury, American Trade Commissioner, Santiago 

rnder the highway law of 1929 all new motor vehicl('s in Chile are 
subject to a sales tax amounting to one-half of 1 per rent of the retail 
sale price. Gasoline is subject to an internflJ tax amounting to 
about 5.25 r('ntaYos a kilo. It is reported that this will be increased 
in the near future to 12 rentayos a kilo, or about 10 rentayos a liter. 
(A Chilean peso is worth about $0.12 at current exchange and is 
made up of 100 centayos.) 

Each municipality assesses lieense fees. Passenger cars, for-hir(l 
cars (taxicabs), and busses are taxed Rcrorrling to retail sale price. 
Fees cowring trucks and trailers are generally based on loading 
eapacity. The scale of fp(,s in Santiago follows: 

Pesos per 
annum 

For-hire cars wit hout taximeter _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 300 
For-hire cars with taximeter: 

Valued up to 10,000 pesos ______________________ - ____ - ________ - - 50 
10,001 to 15,000 pesos ___________________ - _____ - ____ - __ - - - - - - - - 60 

Busses: 
Val ued up to 12,000 pesos _________________ - ____ - ____ - ___ - _ - - - - - 100 
Valued oyer 12,000 pesos_ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ _________ __________ __ __ _____ 150 

Private cars: 
Up to 10,000 pes08 ______________________________ c_____________ 120 
10,001 to 15,000 pes08_________________________________________ 200 
OYer 15,000 pesOL____________________________________________ 300 
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Pt'SOS IX'r 
annum 

Motor cycleti ______ - - - - - _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --
Motor c'·cles wit h sirle car _______________ _ 
Trucks: . 

Up to 1 ~2 tOilS _ - - - - _ . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
172 to 3 tOIlS ___ - - - - __ . __ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --
3 to 6 tons ____ - __ - - _____ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Over 6 tOilS ______ - - _ _ - - - - - - - - - _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

License plates _________ - _ _ _ _ - _ - _ - - - - - - - - - _ - - - - - - - ___ - ___ - - - - - - - --
Driver's license: 

Private _______ _ 
Taxi ______________ _ 

50 
70 

100 
200 
150 
250 

20-30 

20 
25 

Cars of the diplomatic corps and Government officials are exempt. 
The tax laws have practically no effect on sales of motor vehides in 
Chile. 

CHINA 

A. Viola Smith, .4..merican Trade Commissioner, Shanghai 

The Chinese Government has promulgated no uniform regulations 
for motor vehicles, although in August, 1929, a national law was 
enacted governing motor-hus transportation on national highways. 
This law briefly provides that all motor-bus transportation in China 
shall be controlled by the ,-arious provincial boards of construction 
under the supervision of the ~Iinistry of Railways; private transporta­
tion companies are required to register with the provincial road 
bureaus; such organizations must periodically render reports on 
operating conditions to the Government, pay rental for the usage of 
national highways, and maintain automobile servicing and repair 
plants. As no national highways have been built other than certain 
sections of a few provincial highways which have been designated to 
become part of a national highway system, these regulations need not 
necessarilv concern American manufacturers. 

~Iotor-,-ehicle regulations in the larger treaty ports vary consider­
ably. In the smaller cities only the simplest rules apply. Chinese 
municipalities adjacent to foreign-administered concessions have, in 
some instances, set up substantially the same regulations for their 
respediye districts. 

Shanghai is recognized as having the most elaborate and, at the 
same time, the most romplicated (berause of the separate control of 
three different areas-International srttlement, French Concession, 
and Chinese area of Greater Shanghai) set of motor-vehide regula­
tions. The appointment of a special traffic commission in 1925 by 
the Shanghai municipal council (gowrning body for the International 
Settlement) to inwstigate and make recommendations for dealing 
with present and future traffic requirements, having regard to the 
probable denlopment of Shanghai within the next 30 years, was the 
most forward step which has been taken anywhere in China in the 
field of motor-vehiclr rrgulation. The commission's yery compre­
hensive report, made after 18 months' study, has been the basis for 
such new regulations as han been subsequently put into practice in 
the International Settlement. Through the cooperative efforts of the 
Shanghai municipal council and the French municipal council author­
ities, great strides haw been made to bring about a uniformitv of 
traffic regulations in both foreign areas. . 
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Within the last year the Bureau of Public Safety, established by the 
Greater Municipality of Shanghai, has made various regulations for 
motor vehicles operating on the highways of the Chinese territory 
adjacent to the foreign concessions. Motor-vehicle operators in the 
Shanghai area are obliged to conform to three distinct sets of regula­
tions and are taxed two or three times, according to the type of 
vehicle. Taxation on motor vehicles is a considerable handicap in 
the area, more particularly when it is realized that over one-third of 
all motor vehicles in China are operating there. 

The tendency of provincial authorities to operate as an exclusive 
provincial monopoly, or to grant franchises to private bus-line 
companies for the exclusive use of given roads, limits the opportunity 
for private cars. The right to operate motor cars over China's 
newly constructed roads is still chiefly reserved to Government 
officials or to bus-line interests, private citizens having little oppor­
tunity, or in Illany instances as yet the desire, for utilizing existing 
roads outside of those in the foreign treaty ports. Whatever expan­
sion may come in the automotin' field in China will undoubtedly be 
confined for several years to that of motor trucks for bus transporta­
tion rather than for privately owned vehicles. 

The tax schedules of the ,·arious cities and Provinces are too com­
plicated to be included in this publication; however, they are on file 
in the automotive division of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce, where they Illay be secured by any qualified American 
exporter. 

CHOSEN 

c. H. Stephan, American Vire Consul, Seoul 

Taxes on motor vehicles in Chosen are based in Keiki and North 
Reian Province on weight or carrying capacity of the car and in the 
remaining 11 Provinces uniformly on each type of vehicle without 
regard to weight or capaeity. 

There are two taxes, municipal and provincial, varying according 
to local conditions. The following are maximum annual taxes in 
each Province. Half these amounts go to the Province and half to 
the municipalitie". (A yen is worth about $0.50 at par.) 
Keiki: 

OYer 4 passellger~ or O\"er 
1,000 pounds-

Private car ______________ --
Business car ______________ _ 
Under 3 passenger or Hilder 

1,000 pOllnds-
Prh"a te caL _________ -
Business car __________ _ 

Motor cvcle--

Yen 

120 
80 

SO 
60 

Wit'hollt side car _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 20 
With sidp car _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 28 

South Kankvo: 
Private ·('ar _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ GO 

BusillPss car _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 40 
Motor cycle____________ 8 

Xorth Kank\·o: Yen 
Automobile _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 4(} 
Motor cycle________________ 8 

X orth Heian: 
Passenger car over 6 passen-

gers_____________________ 8(} 
Less than 6 passengers _ _ _ _ _ _ 6(} 
Truck_____________________ 40 
Motor cyc1e________________ 1(} 

Kokai: 
Automobile _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 8(} 
Motor cycle________________ 1(} 

Kogen: 
Alltomobile ________________ 60 
Motor c\·c1e--

Wit"hout side car _ _ _ _ _ _ _ HJ 
With side caL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2(} 

In the Provinces of South Reian and South Chusei, automobiles 
pay 80 yen and motor cycles 8 yen. In the Provinces of North 
Chusei, South Keisho, North Keisho, South Zenra, and North 
Zenra automohiles pay 60 yen and Illotor cyeles 8 yen. 
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All nhicles belonging to the Goyernment and to diplomatic and 
consular officers are exempt from taxation. 

Taxes apparently haye no effect on the sale of automotiye yehides 
in Chosen. . 

COLOMBIA 

Walter J. Donnelly, American Commerdol Attache, Bogota 

Registration of motor yehides in Bogota costs 2 pesos (a peso is 
worth about $0.97), a semiannual examination costs 1 peso, and 
license plates cost 2 pesos a year. The monthly tax on passenger 
cars is 4 pesos; on trucks, 2 pesos each ton or fraction; and on 
busses, 0.80 pesos each passenger capacity. A private driver's 
license costs 15 pesos and a chauffeur's license 25 pesos; both are 
perpetual. There is a gasoline tax of 6 cents a gallon. 

In addition, the National Gonrnment collects the following 
monthly tax on vehicles used to transport passengers between cities 
in the Department of Cundinamarca: 

Pesos 
Busses_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 8 
Trucks_________________________________________________ 5 
Passenger cars, large _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 5 
Passenger car~, small _____________ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 3 

Official automobiles (those of the GoYernment, Departments, and 
municipalities) are exempt. 

In all other parts of Colombia except Bogota the national gasoline 
tax is 5 cents fi gallon. Taxes vary in other cities. 

COSTA RICA 

R. w. Un~kJes, American Vire Consul, San Jose 

A driver's permit in San Jose costs $3.7.5. Taxes on motor vehicles 
are on a quarterly basis. Passenger cars for 2 to 3 passengers pay 
$5, those for 4 to 5 passengers pay $6.25, and those for 7 passengers 
pay $7.50. Busses are assessed $};j. Trucks of 1 to 1% tons capacity 
pay $11.25, those of 2 to 2lf tons pay $12.50, and those of 3 to 31,6 
tons pay $13.75. .\lotor cycles are taxed $1.25. Official, diplomatic, 
Government, and municipal cars are exempt. 

The present tax- laws do not in any way affect the sale of motor 
vehicles in Costa Rica. 

("[,BA 

Edward D. McLaughlin, Assistant Trade Commissioner, Habana 

The automobile in Cuba is subject to a wry high rate of taxation: 
from the time it arrives in port for clearance to the time it is with­
drawn from circulation ,,;ollle sort of tax or fee is continually to be 
paid. Only official cllrs arp pxpmpt from these taxps. Registration 
t.axes are le\"ied accordinl! to whcclbase of pa~~png-<'l" cnrs and capac­
i ty of trucks, as follows: 
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Passenger ears: 
Less thall 105 illches __ _ 

For-hire cars-Continued 
Luxury type-

10.5 to 120 inehes _______ _ 
$-10 

.50 
60 
/.') 
no 

Less than 105 inches ___ _ $36 
-15 
5-1 
oi 
81 

121 to 128 inches ________ _ 10.5 to 120 inches ______ _ 
129 to 135 inehcs _______ _ 121 to 128 inches __ 
OYer 13.5 inches _____ _ 129 to 135 inehes __ _ 

For-hire cars: (her 135 inches ____ _ 
Licensed to dri\'e in onl\' ulle Trueks: 

citv- . Less than3~ tOIl _____ _ 
Less than 105 inches_ _ _ _ Hi 
105 to 120 inches_ _ _ _ _ _ 20 

Licensed to driYe in more 

34 to 1)2 ton,, ____________ _ 
20 
40 

than Olle eit\"-
Less thall'l05 inches_ _ _ _ :J(j 
Over 105 inches_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ -1.5 

P2 to 2~; ton~ ___ _ 
2~" to 5;2 tOIl:; _______ _ 
;)12 to 7~6 tons __ .. 
On'r 71

2 tOilS 

There is no charge for license plates, but there is a special 
$20 a car for the benefit of the tubcrrulosis and charity' funr\. 

CYPRUS 

John L. Bouchal, American Consul, Pori Said, Egypl 

Annual taxes on automobiles in Cyprus are as follows: 

Tare not ill ('xeess of 5 hundredweight ____________________________ _ 
Over 5 and Ilot in excess of 10 hUlldredweight _______________ _ 
Over 10 and not ill excess of 15 hundredweighL ____________ _ 
Over 15 and 1I0t in excess of 20 hundredweight _____________ _ 

100 
200 
-100 
500 

tax of 

-£ ~~ 

1 0 
2 0 
:3 0 
:3 10 

Over 20 and 1I0t ill excess of 25 hUlldred\\'eight _______________ _ _ -1 0 
Over 25 hUllClredweighL _________________ ~ _________________ _ 
.\Iotor e.\·cle~ ________________ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _________ _ 

(j () 

1 0 

Registration of automobiles costs £1 and of 
A driver's license costs £1. 

motor eyries £1 lOs. 

Vehicles of the Government arc exempt. 

CZECHOSLOV AKIA 

K. L. Rankin, American Commercial Attache, Prague 

Automobiles pay a graduated road tax based on cylinder ronte])t.~ 
This road tax includes all rars, is payable annually, imd is graduated 
as follows (a Czech rrown is worth $0.0296 at par): 
Motor cycles with or without 

side car and 3-wheeled auto- Crowns 
Passenger cars with a cylinder 

content of- Crowns 
mobiles ________ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 150 3.5 to 4liters _____________ -1,500 

Passenger cars with a cylinder 4 to 4.5 liters _____________ 5,000 
content of- 4.5 to 5liters _____________ 5,500 

1 liter or less_____________ 300 i) to 5.5liters _________ ... __ 6,000 
1 to L5liters_____________ 500 5.5 to 6liters _____________ 6,500 
1.5 to 2liters_____________ 800 6 to 6.5 liters _____________ 7,000 
2 to 2.5Iiters _____________ 1,200 6.5 to 7liters_________ 7,500 
2.5 to 3Iiters _____________ 2,200 7 liters or more ___________ R,OOO 
3 to 3.5Iiters _____________ 3,500 

Motor busses (defined as vehicles with a seating capacity for mort' 
than 8 persons) and trartors and trailers pay 50 crowns per 100 kilos 
gross weight. 

Trurks and their trailers pay 35 crowns per 100 kilos gross weight 
plus 35 crowns for each 100 kilos of carrying capacity in the case of 
vehicles provided with pneumatic tires, The tax is increased 50 pel' 

'The formula for computation of cylindN content can he ohtained from the automotin division of the 
Bureau of Foreign And Domestic Commerce. 
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cent and 20 per cent, respectively, if vehicles use solid and semI­
solid tires. 

License fees collected by the ~ational Gonrnment are as follows: 
Passenger cars: l'rowns 

Up to 20 horsepo"eL _______________ - - - - - - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 20 
20 to 60 horsepower _________________ - - - - - - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 50 
Over 60 horsepower _________________ - _ - - - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 100 

Taxicabs, trucks, and busses __________________ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 20 
Motor c,'c1es _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 20 
Dealers" permits: 

Automobile ____ . _____________________ - _______ . _______ 300 
Motor cycle _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 150 

Drivers' permits for the abon classes of nhicles are charged at 
the same rates as the license for the vehicles. 

A turnover tax of 2 per cent, based on the invoice price plus duty 
and transportation expenses to the frontier, is levied at the time of 
importation on passenger automobile;; (and 3-wheeled automobiles) 
and chassis with motor for passenger cars, bodies for such automo­
biles, busses and trucks, motor cycles and side cars, as well as on 
chassis without motors. A dompstic sales tax of 2 per cent, based 
on the retail price, is levipd at thp time of the first sale and each 
succeeding sale. 

Official motor nhicles are exempt from taxation. 

DANZIG 

C. War,,·ick Perkins, Ameriran Consul. Danzig 

The tax on passenger cars and motor cycles operated by internal­
combustion engines is based on cylinder content.2 The tax on busses 
and trucks with internal-combustion pnginps is baspd on the weight 
of vehiclp itsplf in operating condition. ~Iotor cycles for commercial 
use, weight not onr 350 kilos, pay 10 gulden for each 100 cubic centi­
meters of cylinder content. (A gulden is worth $0.1947 at par.) 
Passenger cars pay 15 gulden for each 100 cubic centimeters of engine 
displacement or fraction. The following discounts are allowed: 
Vehicles weighing 750 kilos, 15 per cent; those weighing 1,000 kilos, 
10 per cent; those weighing 1,250 kilos, 5 per cent. An additional 
30 per cent discount allowed taxis. Busses and trucks pay 37.50 
gulden for each weight of 200 kilos or fraction thereof ready to operate. 

Registration costs 8 gulden and a driver's permit 7 gulden. There 
is a road tax, the amount of which is fixed annually, but which may 
not exceed 25 per cent of the vehicle tax. 

The following motor yt'hicit's are exempt from taxation: 
(1) Motor cycles ha,-ing engine displacement of not more than 200 cubic 

centimeters. 
(2) Motor vehicles used exclusively to transport implements to and from a 

place of work; those used for same purpose In agriculture. 
(3) Motor vehicles owned by State or municipalities used exclusively for fire­

extinguishing, ambulance, road-construction, or street-cleaning service. 
(4) Motor "ehicles used exclusively in police service. 

The system of taxes has 110 appreciable effect on sales. The law 
favors light vehicit's with low cylinder content, but, as a matter of 
fact, the most popular passenger cars are American makes with a 
comparatively high rating as to content. 

, The formula for computation of cylinder ron tent can he obt.ined from the automotive dh-ision of the 
HUffiRU of Forei~n anrl I )nmtc\stir ('oinmf'r('~l. 
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DENMARK 

Paul H. PeaNion, Assistant Trade Commissioner, Copenhagen 

Taxes on motor yehides are now based on weight, a basis more 
. favorable to the American vehicle than was the horsepower tax, which 

fayored cars of European manufacture because of their relati\'ely low 
horsepower. The adoption of the weight ba"is has resulted in small 
low-powered cars almost disappearing from the streets. On the othe; 
hand, small trucks of 1 and 1 Y2 tons are finding favor. American 
cars still operate under a slight disadvantage because of their higher 
gasoline consumption-there is a tax on gasoline-but, on the whole, 
American whicles have benefited distinctly as a result of the new tax 
basis. . 

Rates for cars, busses, and trailers equipped with pneumatic tires 
are a" follows (a crown is worth $0.268 at par): 

Crowns per ]00 kilos 
1,000 kilos or less ________________________________________ 10 
1,001 to 1,200 kilos _______________________________________ 12 
1,201 to 1,500 kilos _______________________________________ 15 
1,501 to 2,000 kilos _______________________________________ 17 
2,001 to 2,500 kilos _______________________________________ 20 

O\"er 2,500 kilos, 1 crown additional for each 100 kilos, but not to exceed 25 
.crowns for the weight tax of anyone Yehicle. 

Trucks and trailers with pneumatic tires pay the following rates: 
Crowns per 100 kilos 

1,200 kilos or less ________________________________________ 13 
1,201 to 1,500 kilos _______________________________________ 16 
1,501 to 2,000 kilos ______________________________________ 18 
2,001 to 2,500 kilos _______________________________________ 20 

OYer 2,500 kilos, 1 crown for each additional 100 kilos but not to exceed 30 
crowns for the weight tax of anyone vchicle. 

Vehicles with semisolid tin's pay 25 per cent additional; those with 
solid tires pay 50 per cent additional taxes. 

If whicle is used hoth as a passenger car and as a truck, it pays taxes 
at the highest rate. 

Motor cycles pay a weight tax of G crowns per 50 kilos. 
~Iotor whicles not using gasoline pay double-weight tax. 
License plates cost 10 crown" a set. Driyer's permits for automohiles 

cost 20 crowns and for motor cycles 10 crowns. 
There is a gasoline tax of 7 flSre a liter. The sales tax (hased on 

import value-so-called turnover tax) is as follows: Less than 2,00D 
crowns, 15 per cent; 2,000 to 5,000 crowns, 300 crowns and 20 per 
cent of the balance o\"er 2,000 crowns; 5,000 to 10,000 crowns, 900 
crowns and 25 per cent of the balance oyer 5,000 crowns; 10,000 to 
15,000 crowns, 2,150 crowns and 30 per cent of the balance OHr 
10,000 crowns; oyer 15,000 crowns, 3,650 crowns and 40 per cent 
of the balance oyer 15,000 crowns. 

Vehicles operated by public authorities or foreign diplomats are 
exempt. Customs officials are authorized to exempt the following 
from payment of the tax: Trucks, ambulances, and busses running 
only in an established route; vehides transporting samples by com­
mercial travelers and those belonging to domestic government institu­
tions and fire and police departments. 

Customs authorities are empowered to apply the rate of 15 per cent 
.of the taxable value to a certain number of taxicabs. 
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DOMINICA 

All motor vehicles are taxed in Dominica according to type. Pas­
senger cars pay 114.40, trucks 19.60, and motor cycles, 14.80. Regis-. 
tration costs Sl.20, and a driver's rermit 12.40. License plates are 
purchased by the owner from one 0 the local foundrieS; the numbers 
are never changed, and the price paid depends on the quality desired. 
Vehicles of the Government are exempt. 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Reed Paill" Clark. Ameriean Consul, Santo Domingo 

The high cost of regi.,tration and the excessive local cost of gasoline 
which is heavily taxed, have an admittedly- adverse effect on sales of 
motor cars. Taxation is based on both horsepower 1 and weight. 

The following taxes covering registration are payable semiannually: 
Passenger cars and for-hire cars pay $0.50 for each horsepower, and 
$0.50 for each 100 kilos of weight; passenger cars pay 110 and for-hire 
cars $15 for registration and plates. Busses pay II for each horse­
power, SO.50 for each 100 kilos of weight, and $20 for registration and 
plates. Trucks pay S2.50 for registration and plates; those tip to 1 
ton are taxed 11.2.50; those 1 to 2 tons S17.50 a ton or fraction; 2 to 
4 tons, $25; in excess of 4 tons, $50 a ton. Motor cycles and vehicles 
of less than four wheels pay 15 for registration and plat~. 

There is a sales tax (for recording sale of motor vehicle) of $2; 
a driver's license costs $2. There are no luxury or road taxes, but 
gasoline is taxed about $0.125 a gallon. 

Official, diplomatic, and municipal vehicles are exempt from taxa­
tion. 

EC.UADOR 

John T. Wainwright, Aaeriean Vice Consnl, Guyaquil 

Local fees and municipal taxes vary in the different Provinces of 
Ecuador. The taxes herein given apply to three cities, containing 
three-fourths of all automobiles in Ecuador. Taxes in other munici­
palities are similar. 

In Guayaquil, cars pay 10 sucres (a sucre is worth 10.20) and 
trucks pay 8 sucres a month. In addition, the Beneficiencia receives 
10 sucres a month for cars not over 5 passengers and 15 sucres a 
month for those over 5 passengers; in the case of for-hire cars the rates 
are 8 and 10 sucres, respectively. An annual tax of 6.40 sucres is 
assessed on motor cycles. In Quito, cars and busses pay 10 and trucks 
8 sucres a month. In Riobamba, cars pay 10, for-hire cars 8, and 
trucks 6 sucres a month. 

There is a sales tax of 1 per cent on both automobiles and gasoline. 
A driver's permit costs 50 sucres. There is a road tax of 5 sucres on all 
cars going between Guayaquil and Salinas. 

Government cars are exempt from taxation. 

1 The formula used In eomputing horsepow~r can be obtained from the automotive division of the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 

149~3~5. 
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EGYPT 
Charles E. Dickerson, jr., Ameriean Commerdal Attuh~, CaIro 

In Alexandria, cars are taxed at £E1 per horsepower. 1 Throughout 
Egypt license plates cost £EO.500 for cars and busses and £EO.200 
for motor cy~les; registration of a private car costs £El, other cars 
£E2; vehicles with less than four wheels £EO.500; trailers of four 
wheels £EO.500, and trailers of less than four wheels £EO.200. Ve­
hicles of the diplomatic corps and the government are exempt. 

The only tax law in force affecting sales of motor vehicles is the 
horsepower tax in Alexandria, presenting some resistance to medium 
and low priced American cars, but its effects are not seriously regarded 
by American dealers. 

ESTONIA 
J. Reintam, Office of Ameriean Commercial Attuhe, Tallinn 

The tax on motor vehicles in Estonia is based on net weight, the 
unit being 100 kilos, with a fraction counted as a whole unit. The 
schedule is as follows (an Estonian crown is worth $0.268 at par): 

Crowns per Crowns per 
100 kilos 100 kilos. 

Passenger cars ___________ • _ _ _ _ 5. 00 Busses _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2. 00 
Trucks and trailers: Motor cycles: 

Pneumatic tires_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 4. 00 With side car ____________ 25. 00 
Solid tires _______________ 7.00 Without side car __________ 15.00 

License plates cost 5 crowns, registration costs 0.50 crown a year, a 
driver's permit is 6.90 crowns, and the gasoline tax is 0.05 crown per 
kilo. 

Fire-fighting equipment, vehicles of foreign missions and consulates, 
Red Cross vehicles, and police and traffic-control vehicles are exempt. 

The change from a horsepower to a weight basis of taxation has 
resulted in an increase of about 50 per cent in the tax on American 
light automobiles. 

ETHIOPIA 
James L. Park, Ameri<llln Vice Consul, Addis Ababa 

Taxation in Ethiopia is based on the type of vehicle and is assessed 
monthly. Trucks with solid tires pay 15 and those with pneumatic 
tires 10 1\laria Theresa dollars; taxicabs 2, private cars 1, and motor 
cycles 0.50. (A Maria Theresa dollar is worth about $0.40 at current 
exchange.) A driver's license costs 1 dollar. In addition, there is 0. 

"kotti" (city toll tax) on all loaded trucks leaving Addis Ababa; 
2-ton trucks pay 4 and 4-ton trucks 8 Maria Theresa dollars. 

Vehicles belonging to Ethiopian royalty and to diplomatic officials 
are exempt. 

Taxation of motor vehicles in Ethiopia is considered fairly low, and 
there appears to be no evidence that it has particularly affected the 
automotive trade. 

FIJI ISLANDS 
Quincy F. Roberts, Ameri<llln Consul, Suva 

Taxation on motor vehicles in the Fiji Islands is based on weight, 
type of tires, and if licensed for hire, on passenger capacity. Regis­
tration of cars, trucks, and busses costs £1 a year, and registration of 
motor cycles costs 2s. 6d. a year. There is an annual tax on each wheel 
of a vehicle, as follows: 

1 The formula used in computing horsepower can be obtained from the antomoti ve division of the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
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Passenger cars: £ Trucks, 2 tons and under: £ 
Notoverl0hundredweighL 1 0 Iron or steel tires _________ 4 0 
11 to 15 hundredweight- _ _ _ 1 5 Solid tires _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 3 0 
16 to 20 hundredweighL ___ 1 10 Pneumatic tires __________ 2 0 
Over 20 hundredweighL ___ 2 ° Trucks, over 2 tons: 

Motor cycles _________________ 1 100 I· Iron or steel tires _________ 5 0 
Side caL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Solid rubber tires _________ 4 ° 

Trailers pay the same as trucks. Cars and trucks for hire pay 
following additional annual fees: Trucks under 1 ton, £4; those over 
1 ton, £5; passenger cars or busses under 4 passengers, £3; those over 
4 passengers, £4. License plates cost Is. each. A beginner's driv­
ing permit costs 2s. 6d. and other driving permits 5s. Licenses to 
drive vehicle for hire, cost 2s. 6d. additional. 

All vehicles pay the registration fee, but wheel taxes are not col­
lected on those belonging to the colony of Fiji, town councils, and 
public officers. 

The system of taxation tends to keep the weight of vehicles down 
to a minimum for the service required. 

FINLAND 

OS ...... n S. Watson, American Commercial AttaeW, Helsingfors 

Taxes in Finland are based on horsepower! and weight. Passenger 
cars pay 70 maI'ks (a Finnish mark is worth $0.0252 at par) a horse­
power for the first 15 horsepower, and for each additional horsepower 
the tax is 10 per cent of the weight tax. The weight tax is 70 marks' 
per 100 kilos, with a minimum of 700 marks. Trucks pay 600 marks 
for the first 1,000 kilos and 100 marks for each 250 kilos in excess 
of that weight. If wood is used for fuel, the vehicle is exempt 
from taxation. Public-utility busses and automobiles, under certain 
circumstances, may be exempt from one-half the tax. 

The system of taxation does not seem to have any material effect 
on the sale of motor vehicles in Finland. 

FRANCE 
W. L. Finger, American Trade Commissioner, Paris 

The regular automobile. tax in France is based on horsepower.! 
The rate of annual taxation for automobiles of all kinds is as follows 
(a franc is worth $0.0392 at par): 

Francs 
For first 5 horsepower, each ______________________________ 72 
For each horsepower above 5_____________________________ 90 
For each horsepower above 10 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 108 
For each horsepower above 20 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 126 
For each horsepower above 30 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 144 

Motor cycles pay 30 francs and cycle cars pay 60 francs a horse­
power. 

The tax is reduced by 50 per cent on gasoline vehicles and auto­
mobiles the chassis of which was built more than nine years before 
January 1 of the tax year in question. There is a business turnover 

• tax of 2 per cent on every automobile and on every sale of gasoline. 
A driver's permit costs 65 francs. The gasoline taxes are as follows: 
Interior tax, 18 francs per hectoliter (22 gallons); surtax for the 

I The formula used in computing horsepower can be obtained from the automotive division of the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
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Service des Alcools, 5 francs per hectoliter; tax for road maintenance, 
10 francs per hectoliter; tax for Office National des Combustibles 
Liquides, 10 francs per metric ton. There is an interior freight tax 
of 8 per cent of freight bill if transport is by water and 10 per cent if 
transport is by rail. There is a luxury tax of 6 per cent of the duty­
paid value on passenger cars and 3 per cent on trucks used wholly or 
partly for passengers. The only vehicles exempt from taxation are 
those belonging to the diplomatic corps. 

The various taxes on automobiles and gasoline in France are con­
sidered heavy and undoubtedly wield a considerable adverse effect 
on the sale of motor cars. The fact that the regular tax is based on 
horsepower tends to cause purchasers to buy low-powered machines. 
A difference of a few dollars a year in the tax on a car has a great 
influence on the type of vehicle purchased. 

FRENCH WEST AFRICA 

George C. Cobb, American Vice Consul, Dakar, Senegal 

The following annual motor-vehicle taxes for Dakar are more or 
less the same for all French West Africa: 
Passenger cars and busses: Fran<s Trucks: 

Two places______________ 108 Fixed tax _______________ _ 
Three places_____________ 216 Each horsepower 1 _______ _ 

B Four places______________ 342 Trailers: 
Five places_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 432 Two wheels _____________ _ 
Six places_____ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ 540 Four wheels _____________ _ 
Over 6 plaees, each place__ 72 Driver's permiL _________ _ 

All motor vehicles are supposed to pay these taxes. 

Francs 

240 
12 

240 
360 

50 

Local dealers state that the taxes do not appear to have any notice­
able effect on their sales. 

GERMANY 

Fayette W. AUport, AmericaD Commercial At1llehi!, Bertin 

The following schedule of annual taxes on automobiles in Germany 
became effective on April I, 1928, and expires on April I, 1931 (a 
mark is worth $0.2382 at par): 
Motor cycles (not more than three wheels), each 100 cubic centimeters of MarkS 

engine displacement 2 or fraction_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 8 
Passenger cars, each 100 cubic centimeters of engine displacement or frac-

tion thereoL_____ _________ ______ _ ____ ___ ______ _ ______ ___ _ ___ _ _ __ 12 
Busses and trucks, each 200 kilos net operating weight or fraction_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 30 
Automotive vehicles not especially provided for above, each 200 kilos net 

operating weight or fraction___ __ _ _________ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 15 

A special road-building tax of 10 per cent of the above rates is 
levied. The tax rate is increased by 10 per cent for trucks and busses 
not operating on inflated tires on all wheels. Motor vehicles whose 
net weight ready for operation does not exceed 3 tons must be equipped 
with pneumatic tires. 

The following vehicles are exempt from payment of taxes: Motor 
cycles with engine displacement of not more than 200 cubic centimeters; 
vehicles for conveying equipment or tools from and to the place 

I Tbe formula used in computing horsepower can be obtained from the automotive division of tbe Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 

, The formula for computation of cylinder content can be obtained from the Automotive Division of the 
Bureau of Foreign and Doml'Stic Commerce. 
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where the work is to be performed and which are used for driving 
these tools; also vehicles for farm use, even for conveying persons or 
goods; and vehicles of the Federal, State, or municipal governments. 

GIBRALTAR 

R. L. Sprague, American CoDBuJ. Gibral .... 

The basis of taxation is the seating capacity. The following is the 
scale of annual fees: 
Passenger cars: £ •. 

For each permanent seat, including driver's_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 0 
For each temporary or dickey seaL _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ ___ _ ____ _ _ __ _ _ 10 
An additional tax for each 5 maximum horsepower over 20 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 0 

For-hire cars: 
Vehicle of not over four permanent seats, including driver's; and not 

more than two temporary or dickey seats, per seat for passenger 
accommodation_ ___ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ 0 

Others, per seat for passenger accommodation ___ . _________________ 2 5 
Trucks, carriage of goods only _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 4 () 
Dealer's license, each vehicle _______________________________________ 6 0 

Renewal_____________________________________________________ 5 

The only vehicles exempt are those of the Government and the city 
council of Gibraltar. Sale,> are not affected by taxation in force. 

GILBERT AND ELLICE [SLANDS 

Qainq F. Roberts. American Consul. Sa .... Fiji 1sIaJI .. 

There are no regulations governing the use of motor vehicles and 
equipment in the Gilbert and Ellice Islands. The annual license 
fees are £15 for motor cars, trucks, and busses, £5 for motor cycles, 
and £2 lOs. additional for a side car. Motor cycles kept by ministers 
of religion and used in connection with the performance of their 
duties are exempt. 

GOLD COAST 

I. FraMis Foy, Assislant Trade CoJDJDi ... ioner, Accra 

Registration fees in the Gold Coast are based on net weight, accord­
ing to the following schedule: 
Passenger cars: £ s. 

15 hundred weight and under _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2 2 
Over 15 hundredweight and not exceeding 25 hundredweight _____ ~ 5 5 

Trucks: 
25 hundredweight and undeL _________________________________ 5 5 

All vehicles: 
Over 25 &;nd not exceeding 35 hundredweighL___________________ 8 8 
Exceeding 35 hundredweighL _________________________________ 10 10 

Tr:;merf' each .half ton of net weight or fraction_ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ 1 0 
DrIver s pernut_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ 0 5 

GREECE 

Frederiok B. LYOD. Anterican Commercial A tlathe. Athens 

The motor-vehicle taxes in Greece are on an annual basis and are 
computed from the horsepower I and seating capacity. Passenger 
cars for private use from 1 to 9 horsepower pay a fixed tax of 300 
drachmas (a drachma is worth '0.013 at par) and 10 drachmas 

I The formula used in computing horsepower ran be obtained from the automotiye division of the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
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additional per horsepower; those from 10 to 12 horsepower pay 400 
drachmas plus 10 drachmas per horsepower; those 13 to 16 horse­
power pay 500 drachmas and 20 drachmas per horsepower; those 
17 to 24 horsepower pay 600 drachmas and 20 drachmas per horse­
power; those 25 to 50 horsepower pay 600 drachmas, 30 drachmas per 
horsepower, and 10 drachmas for each horsepower above 24; those 
51 to 60 horsepower pay 600 drachmas, 30 drachmas per horsepower, 
and 10 drachmas for each horsepower above 50; those 61 horsepower 
and up pay 1,200 drachmas and 40 drachmas per horsepower. In 
addition, private passenger cars from 1 to 12 horsepower pay 400 
drachmas a seat for those seating 3 passengers or less and 600 drach­
mas a seat for those seating 4 to 6 passengers; cars 13 to 50 horsepower 
pay 500 drachmas a seat up to 3 passengers seating capacity and 700 
drachmas a seat for those seating 4 to 7 passengers; cars of 51 or more 
horsepower pay 900 drachmas a seat. (In computing the seating­
capacity tax the driver's seat is not counted; a standard 5-passenger 
touring car or sedan is taxed as seating four and a standard coupe or 
roadster as seating one.) 

Trucks pay 100 drachmas pel' ton or fraction of a ton of pay load. 
In addition, trucks 1 to 9 horsepower pay a fixed tax of 100 drachmas 
plus 4 drachmas per horsepower; those 10 to 12 horsepower pay 130 

• drachmas and 4 drachmas per horsepower; those 13 to 16 horsepower 
pay 170 drachmas and 8 drachmas per horsepower; those 17 to 24 
horsepower pay 200 drachmas and 8 drachmas per horsepower; those 
25 to 50 horsepower pay 200 drachmas, 12 drachmas per horsepower, 
plus 4 drachmas for each horsepower above 24; those 51 to 61 horse­
power pay 200 drachmas, 16 drachmas per horsepower, and 4 drach­
mas each horsepower above 50; those 61 horsepower and up pay 400 
drachmas and 16 drachmas per horsepower. 

Motor cycles 1 to 3 horsepower pay 50 drachmas a horsepower 
without side cars and 150 drachmas a horsepower if equipped with 
side cars; for those 3 to 6 horsepower the ra tes are 75 and 250 drachmas 
per horsepower, respectively; and for those over 6 horsepower the 
rates are 100 and 300 drachmas per horsepower. 

To the foregoing basic license taxes there should be added 10 per 
cent for road tax and 40 per cent for forced loan tax. 

The followin~ vehicles are exempt: Those belonging to the National 
Government, City or communal governments, charitable institutions, 
diplomatic corps, and privileged organizations; and public vehicles 
(taxicabs, cars for location, and busses). 

Taxes in Greece are not considered to have an unfavorable effect on 
sales of automobiles in general. 

GRENADA 
See section on Trinidad. 

GUADELOUPE 

See section on Martinique. 

GUATEMALA 
Merwin L. Bohan. American Commercial Attache, Guatemala 

Present motor-vehicle taxes in Guatemala are assessed at a flat 
rate, i. e., 1,300 pesos ($21.66) per annum for cars, trucks, and busses 
and 570 pesos ($9.50) for motor cycles. A driver's license amounts to 
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about $3. Official (Government, diplomatic, but not consular) 
cars are exempt from taxes. It is not believed that the taxes now 
enforced have any effect whatever on the sales of any type of car or 
of vehicles in general. 

HAITI 

George D. LaMont .. American Vice Consul, Port au Prino:e 

~ There are very few regulations covering the operation of motor 
. vehicles in Haiti. Trucks are frequently overloaded, and there are 

no laws prohibiting a dealer from advertising a capacity higher than 
the true capacity. 

Registration fees are based on horsepower 1 and are assessed as 
follows: 

Passenger cars; 
Less than 21 horsepower- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ $5 
21 to 40 horsepower- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 8 
Over 40 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 12 

For-hire cars; 
Less than 21 horsepower- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 8 
21 to 40 horsepower_________________________________ 11 
Over 40 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ 15 

Busses__ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ ___ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ 15 

Motor cycles_ - - -- -- --- - - - - - -- -- - - - -- - - - - -- -.--- -- - --- - - - 13
5 Trucks ________________________________________________ _ 

Driver's permit- ____ ______ _____ ____ _ __ _ _ __ _ ______ _ _ _ ____ 3 

Only official vehicles are exempt from taxes. 

HONDURAS 

David J. D. Myers, American Consul, Tegueigalpa 

Automobiles in Honduras are subject to both national and munici­
pal taxes and fees, which are numerous and at times somewhat 
onerous; however, they seem not to affect the sale of automobiles to 
any appreciable extent. 

National taxes and fees are 10 pesos (a Honduran peso is worth 
SO.50) for registration, 5 pesos for semiannual inspection, and 6 
pesos for a driver' slicense. Municipal taxes and fees covering spe­
cifically Tegucigalpa, but a guide for other municipalities, are 2 pesos 
a month and 20 pesos a year for passenger cars and trucks for private 
use, 5 pesos a month and 50 pesos a year for passenger cars for business 
(for hire), the same for trucks under 4 tons, and 2 pesos a month and 
20 pesos a month for each ton over 4. Annual payments, of course, 
must be in one Jump sum. 

Official (Government, municipal, diplomatic, and consular) vehicles 
are exempt. Some industrial companies also enjoy exemption from 
taxes for a period of years. 

HUNGARY 

Waller M. Slavik, Asaistant Trade CoDllllissioner, Budapest 

The luxury tax on automobiles in Hungary is as follows: Up to 14 
horsepower, 5 per cent of invoice value; up to 24 horsepower, 10 per 
cent of invoice value; over 24 horsepower, 15 per cent of invoice value. 
In addition, there is an annual road tax. Passenger cars up to 10 
horsepower I pay 15 pengos (a pengo is worth $0.1749 at par) per 

1 The formula used in computing horsepower csn he obtained from the automotive division of the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
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horsepower; each additional horsepower up to 16 pays 23 pengos; 
each horsepower over 16 pays 30 pengos. Trucks pay 15 pengos per 
100 kilos. Motor cycles pay 8 pengos a horsepower. Registration of 
automobiles costs 32 pengos and of motor cycles 18 pengos. A 
driver's examination for automobiles is 20 pengos and for motor cycles 
14 pengos. There is a sales tax of 2 per ~ent of the invoice value. 

Government, municipal, and diplomatic vehicles are exempt from 
taxation. 

The formula to determine horsepower for taxation is unfavorable 
to American vehicles of large-bore cylinders. 

IRAQ 

Alexander K. Sloan, American Consul, Baghdad 

The following taxes are assesed on motor vehicles in Iraq: Regis­
tration fees, motor cycles 5 rupees (a rupee is worth $0.365 at par), 
passenger ears 10 rupees, and trucks and busses 15 rupees; monthly 
road tax, passenger cars 5 rupees, taxis, trucks, and busses 10 rupees; 
driver's permit for motor cycle 5 rupees (with side car 10 rupees); 
cars, trucks, and busses 10 rupees. Government vehicles are exempt. 

As about 90 per cent of motor vehicles in Iraq are of American 
manufacture, it would seem that American vehicles adequately com­
ply with laws and regulations governing their operation. There 
have been no complaints from the officials concerned with construc­
tion and equipment, and the local method of taxation does not, of 
course, discriminate against American vehicles. 

IRISH FREE STATE 

Edwin J. King, American Vice Consul, Dublin 

Private cars are taxed in the Irish Free State according to horse­
power.! Taxes are annual. Passenger cars and taxicabs seating less 
than 6 pay £1 each horsepower, minimum tax £8. Busses seating 
over 6 pay as follows: 
Over '6 and not over 14 passengers ____________________________________ £70 
Over 14 a.nd not over 20 passengers ___________________________________ 100 
Over 20 and not over 26 passengers _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 130 
Over 26 and not over 32 passengers _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 160 
Over 32, each seaL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 5 

Trucks are assessed at the following schedule: 
Not over 12 hundredweight neL ______________________________________ £10 
Over 12 hundredweight and not exceeding 1 ton neL____________________ 16 
Over 1 ton and not exceeding 2 tons net _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 30 
Over 2 tons and not exceeding 3 tons net_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 45 
Over 3 tons and not exceeding 4 tons neL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 60 
Over 4 tons and not exceeding 5 tons net _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 75 
Over 5 tons and not exceeding 6 tons neL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 90 
Over 6tons ________________________________________________________ 105 
If used to draw trailer, additionaL____________________________________ 12 

A driver's permit costs 10 shillings. 
Government-owned vehicles are exempt. Private cars and cars 

for hire, other than busses and taxis, which have been manufactured 
in the Irish Free State are accorded the maximum tax of £10 per 
annum. For-hire cars up to 6 seats are considered private cars for 
taxation purposes, but with a maximum of £20. 

I The formula used in computing horsepower can be obtained from the automotive division of the Bureaa 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
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ITALY 

D. F. Speneer. AIIIeriean Tnule Commissioner. Milan 

There are two taxes on motor vehicles in Italy, the circulation tax 
and the road-improvement tax. The former is graduated according 
to the horsepower of the vehicle, which is determined exclusively by 
the engineers of the office of the inspector general of railways, tram­
ways, and automobiles. l The owner must obtain a certificate from 
the local inspector, who measures the power of the vehicle. The 
road-improvement tax amounts to two-fifths of the circulation tax. 
A complete schedule of the rates, graduated from 1 to 100 horse­
power and separate for pneumatic and solid tires, is on file in the 
automotive division of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com­
merce. It is too lengthy to be included in this report. 

A license plate costs 20 lire (a lira is worth $0.0526 at par); regis­
tration costs 18 lire for automobiles and 12 lire for motor cycles, 
and a driver's permit costs the same. There are no sales, luxury, 
or gasoline taxes. 

Automobiles belonging to the royal family, the diplomatic corps, 
the armed services, trucks serving the communes or charitable insti­
tutions, and fire trucks are exempt from taxation. 

Under the system of taxation in vogue at present the 4-cylinder 
American vehicle is severely discriminated against, having a higher 
horsepower rate than the smallest 4-cylinder Italian cars. There is 
no tax on gasoline, and tne circulation and road taxes might not in 
themselves be considered excessive were it not for The fact that 
gasoline retails for close to 45 cents a gallon. 

JAMAICA 

G_a A. CoDrlleJt!l". Ameriean Vi.,., Co ...... II..,. •• 

Taxes on motor vehicles in Jamaica are based on weight and tire 
equipment and whether for hire; license plates are covered by thf 
registration fees, which follow: 
Passenger cars with pneumatic tires _______________________________ _ 
For hire cars wit.h pneumatic tires _________________________________ _ 
Passenger or for hire cars with soft solid tires, per hundredweight or part thereof ______________________________________________________ _ 

Trucks with pneumatic tires: 
Not over 1~ tons ___________________________________________ _ 
Over 1% and not exceeding 2}f tons ___________________________ _ 
Over 2% tons _______________________________________________ _ 

Trucks with soft solid tires, or partly solid and partly pneumatic tires: 
Not over I~ tons ___________________________________________ _ 
Over 1% and not exceeding 2}~ tons ___________________________ _ 
Over 2% tons. for every hundredweight or part thereoL __________ _ 

Trucks with metal or other hard tires, for every hundredweight or part thereof ______________________________________________________ _ 

Trailers: 
Pneumatic tires, per hundredweight or part thereoL _____________ _ 
Soft, solid, metal, or hard tires, per hundredweight or part thereof_ 

Motor cycles: 
Not over 300 pounds, unloaded _______________________________ _ 

Driv~r~:~!~~i~~~~~~~ll)~ _- ~ = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

I.. s. 

5 10 
7 10 

6 

6 0 
7 10 

12 10 

10 0 
12 0 

10 

5 

1 
2 

1 0 
1 10 

15 

I The Cormula wed in computing horsepower can be obtained Cram the automotive division oC the Bureau 
oC Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
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JAPAN 

H. B. Titus, Assistant Trade Conun;ssioner, Tokyo 

Prefectural taxes in Tokyo are as follows (a yen is worth $0.4985 
at par): 

Private cars: 
5 horsepower 1 and under ____________________________________ _ 
6 to 10 horsepower __________________________________________ _ 
11 to 29 horsepower-

First 10 horsepower _____________________________________ _ 
Each horsepower over 10 and not over 30 __________________ _ 

30 and over ________________________________________________ _ 

For-hire ears: 

Yen per 
annum 
43. 00 
77. 00 

77. 00 
10. 00 

277.00 

5 horsepower and under _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 17. 00 
6 to 10 horsepoweL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 25. 00 
10 to 29 horsepower-

First 10 horsepower _____________________________________ _ 
Each horsepower over 10 and not over 30 __________________ _ 

30 and over ________________________________________________ _ 
Trucks, private: 

25.00 
4. 00 

105.00 

15 horsepower and under _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 77. 00 
16 to 29 horsepower-

First 15 horsepower _____________________________________ _ 
Each horsepower over 15 and not over 30 __________________ _ 

30 and over ________________________________________________ _ 
Trucks for hire: 

77. 00 
13.50 

279. 50 

15 horsepower and ulldeL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 26. 00 
16 to 30 horsepower-

First 15 horsepoweL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 26. 00 
Each horsepower o\'er 15 and not over 30___________________ 4.50 

30 and over _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 93. 50 
Special automobiles_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 16. 00 
Motor cycles_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 11. 50 

The city tax (in addition to prefectural tax) is 150 per cent of 
above taxes. 

For the rEmaining cities of Japan taxes are out of proportion to 
those listed above, being much lower and ranging from $50 for a 
2-passenger car to $100 for a 7-passenger car, and regulated on the 
basis of seating capacity. Lower rates are granted for vehicles for 
commercial purposes. Motor-cycle taxes seldom exceed $12.50 for 
the highest-powered type with side car. 

Vehicles used by embassies, legations, and various national or local 
governments for official use are exempt. 

The high taxes in the principal cities, on passenger cars particularly, 
are a serious deterrent to the sale of motor vehicles; they have been 
particularly a drawback to the development of a class of owner­
drivers of private passenger cars. 

LATYIA 

F. C. Sommer, Acting American Commercial Attache, Riga 

Motor-vehicle taxes and fees in Latvia are assessed on weight basis. 
The road tax is as follows (a lat is worth $0.193 at par): 

Lats per 
annum 

Passenger cars and busses, each 100 kilos _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 10 
Trucks: 

Less than 1 metric ton_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 75 
1 to l}~ metric tons___________________________________________ 120 

'The formula used in computing horsepower can be obtained from the automotive division of the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
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Lats per 

Trucks--Continued. annum 
1 Y:! to 2 metric tons _________________________ - _ - _ - _ - - - - - - - - - - - - 150 
2 to 2~~ metric tons___________________________________________ 175 
2% to 3 metric tons _________________________________ - _ - __ - - - - - 200 
3 to 4 metric tons ________________________________________ - - - - - 225 
Over 4 metric tons __________________________________ - _ - _ - - - - - - 250 

Motor cycles ___________________________________ - _ - _ - _ - - - - - - - - - - - - 25 
Trailers: Under 1 ton _____________________________________________ -- - - - 40 

1 to 1 Y:! tons ________________________________ - - - _ - _ - _ - - - - - - - - - - 50 
Over 1 Y:! tons _______________________________ - _ - _____ - - - - - - - - - - 60 

Vehicles ",ith solid tires pay a 25 per cent higher tax. 
A driver's license costs 10 lats a year. A technical examination of 

cars, trucks, and taxis costs 6 lats a year; of motor cycles, 3 lats 8. 

year; and of busses, 6 lats semiannually. 
Vehicles of State institutiont; and officials, municipalities, diplo­

mats, and Red Cross are exempt. 
Present taxes and fees are not considered excessive, no particular 

type being affected thereby. 
LIBERIA 

c. H. Hall, jr., Ameriean Viee Consul, Monrovia 

Registration of motor vehicles is perpetual and costs $2; a driver's 
permit costs $5 a year. Vehicles of the Liberian Government and 
diplomatic representatives are exempt. 

The absence of taxation on motor vehicles in Liberia and the 
general leniency of regulations permit the sale without interference 
of almost any kind or type of motor vehicle. 

LITHUANIA 

Hugh S. FuUerlon, Ameriean Consul, Kovno 

Taxation on passenger cars in Lithuania is based on horsepower, 1 

trucks on weight. The following highway taxes are levied (a lit is 
worth $0.10 at par): 
Passenger cars: Lits 

For private use-- per annum 
1 to 12 horse power, each horsepower or fraction________________ 40 
13 to 15 horse power, each hOisepower or fraction_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 60 
Over 15 horse power, each horsepower or fraction _______________ 80 

For hire--
1 to 12 horsepower, each horsepower OI fractioIl ________________ 60 
13 to 15 horsepower, each horsepower or fractioIl _______________ 120 
Over 15 horsepower, each horsepower or fraction ________________ 160 

Busses and trucks: 
Up to 2,000 kilos, for each 200 kilos of tare weight or fractioIl ________ 150 
Over 2,000 kilos, for each 200 kilos ________________________________ 125 

Trucks for business of OIle firm: 
For" each 200 kilos up to 2,000 ____________________________________ 100 
For each 200 kilos 2,000 and oveL ________________________________ 75 

Dairy trucks, each 200 kilos_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 50 
Motor cvcles: 

Private use, each horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 20 
With side cars for commercial purposes, each horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 35 

A driver's license costs 30 lits. 
Official (Government, diplomatic, consular, municipal) vehicles are 

exempt; also those of the Red Cross. 

I The formula used in computing horsepower can be obtained from the automotive division of the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
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The heavy road taxes undoubtedly militate against the sale of 
automobiles in Lithuania. The road tax, however, is necessary In 
order to provide sorely needed construction and improvement. 

LUXEMBURG 

Frederi~k L. W ... hbeurne. Ameriean CO .... ul. Lusemburll 

Taxes on automobiles in Luxemburg are based on horsepower and 
weight, according to the following schedule: 

'II I 
Horse· C'- Weigbt 1 Horse- 1 Weigbt 
power ... ss in kilos II power (' ass , in kilos 

--2- --1- -. __ ..... --:1-1-4 - ~, 1,400 
4 II . __ ...... __ 11 16 VIII 1,600 

J W :::i:~:::ii ~ ~ ~:5 
12 VI I:_~_ll 30 __ ~II ____4, 000 

To determine the tax, multiply first the class corresponding to 
the horsepower with the class corresponding to the weight; multiply 
the total by 10, the result representing the annual tax in francs (a 
franc is worth $0.0278). 

Vehicles with a weight less than that provided in Class V are taxed 
on basis of Class V. 

Vehicles not coming within the schedule above are taxed by taking 
horsepower and weight of classes in table immediately preceding 
the horsepower and weight of vehicle to be taxed and adding for 
each horsepower and for each additional 100 kilos or part thereof 
the sum of 10 francs. 

Trailers pay 50 per cent of tax on the drawing truck. 
Motor cycles without side cars are taxed 75 francs; with side cars 

100 francs. 
There is no registration fee; a driver's license costs 20 francs. 

The sales tax is 1 per cent and the lu.'mry tax 5 per cent. Gasoline 
is taxed 80 centimes a liter. 

Motor vehicles of governments or municipalities are exempt; 
those of physicians and hospitals pay one-half the usual tax. 

MADAGASCAR 

Jobn S. Richardson. jr_, Ameriean CO .... al. Tananarive 

Motor-vehicle taxes for 1930 in Madagascar are as follows: 
Automobile spare parts, per net kilo ________________________________ _ 
Motor cycles: 

4 C. v.a and under ___________________________________________ _ 
Over 4 C. V ___________________________ - ______________ - - __ -_ --

Pass6n~~\~.a~~:d under ____________________________________________ _ 
Over 6 C. V. up to 10 C. V ____________________________________ _ 
Over 10 C. V. up to 15 C. V .. _________________________________ _ 
Over 15 C. V. up to 20 C. V ___________________________________ _ 
Over 20 C. V ________________________________________________ _ 

I A. C. V. equals 0.986 borsepower. 

Francs 
O. 50 

100 
200 

300 
500 
750 

1,200 
2,000 
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Trucks, load capacity: 
100 kilos and under 1,000 kilos _________________________________ _ 
Over 1,000 and up to 2,500 kilos ______________ - _ - _____ - _ - _ - ___ -_ 
Over 2,500 and up to 5,000 kilos _______________________________ _ 
More than 5,000 kilos _________ - ______________ -- ______ ---- ____ _ 

Francs 
200 
400 
700 

1,200 

Motor vehicles using fuel other than gasoline are free of tax. 
Municipal taxes for 1930 in Tananarive are 20 francs each on motor 

cycles and motor bicycles, 10 francs per C. V. on passenger cars, 40 
francs each on side cars and tri-cars not exceeding 6 C. V., and 20 
francs per C. V. on trucks. 

A new road tax is contemplated for 1930. A driver's permit costs 
40 francs. . 

The road tax and the consumption tax, both based on horsepower, 
will react unfavorably on the sale of American cars, which are of horse­
power ranging from 10 to 20 as compared with 10 and under for com­
peting French cars. 

MADEIRA 

1. F. Huddleston, Ameriean Consul, Funehal 

Annual motor-vehicle taxes in Madeira are as follows (an escudo 
is worth $0.045 at current exchange). 
Passenger cars: 

In tourist trade-- Escudos 
Industrial tax_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 744 
Tourist tax, per passenger capacity__________________________ 14 
Municip&l tax, per horsepower ___ __ _ __ __ _ _________ ____ ____ _ _ 10 

Private, municipal tax, per passenger capacity____________________ 56 
Trucks: 

Up to 499 kilos __ .. ____________________________________________ 75 
500 to 999 kilos_______________________________________________ 150 
1,000 to 1,499 kilos____________________________________________ 300 
1,500 to 2,000 kilos___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _____ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ ____ 500 
2,OOOandover________________________________________________ 750 

Truck operator's industrial tax ______________________________________ 1,100 

The following fees are payable only once: License plates, 120 
escudos the set; registration fee, 40 escudos; sales tax 2.12 per cent 
of dealer's sale price; driver's permit 200 escudos, for car in tourist 
trade 280 escudos, and for bus 360 escudos. 

Gasoline is subject to two taxes, a salvation tax of about $0.02 per 
kilo and a municipal tax of 0.18 escudo per kilo. 

MALTA 

SicineJ E. O·Do ....... ue, Amerieaa CoDBUl, V .... t .. 

Following are the fees charged for licenses for motor vehicles in 
Malta: £ s. 
International traveling pass _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 5 5 
Lieense: Motorcar ____________________________________________________ 3 a 

Motor cycle _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 1 
Permit to enter V aletta_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 1 
Driver's permit_ _ _ _ __ ______ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ ____ _ ___ _ ___ _ 5 

No vehicles of any kind are exempt. 
Sal~ of American motor cars in Malta. have increMed 8Jlllually; 

most of tbose in use are of American manufacture. Taxes are too 
slight to affect sales. 
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MARTINIQUE 

James E. Parks, American Consul, Martinique 

The license fee in Martinique is based on horsepower and seating 
capacity. The formula if any, is not reported, but it appears that 
the basis used is the horsepower indicated by the manufacturer. 
Registrations are continuous, although the license is paid annually, 
as follows: 
Passenger cars seating less than 4: Francs 

Straight tax__________________________________________________ 100· 
For each horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 5 

Passenger cars, seating 4 or more: 
Straight tax__________________________________________________ 150 
For each horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 5 

Trucks: 
1 ton and under 2 tons_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 200 
2 tons and under 3 tons________________________________________ 300 
Over 3 tons _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 400 

Dri ver' B license _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 100 

No other taxes or fees are charged. No vehicles are exempt. 
Taxes are low and do not affect the sale of motor vehicles in the 
island. 

MEXICO 

Walter E. Arlor, Assistant Trade Commissioner, Mexico City 

Automobile dealer~ in Mexico feel that taxation covering auto­
motive vehicles is excessive. The following are bimonthly fees and 
taxes imposed by the traffic department of the Federal District 
(a peso is worth $0.4985 at par): • 

Passenger cars: 
2 passengers ____________ _ 
Over 2 and under 5 passen-

gers __________________ _ 
Over 5 passengers ________ _ 

For hire and busses: 
Under 5 passengers ______ _ 
Up to 10 passengers ______ _ 
11 to 15 passengers ______ _ 
16 to 19 passengers ______ _ 

Pesos 
12. 50 

15.00 
18.75 

22. 50 
31. 25 
37. 25 
37. 50 

Trucks: 
1 ton ___________________ _ 
2 tons __________________ _ 
2 tons __________________ _ 
4 tons __________________ _ 
5 tons __________________ _ 
6 tons and oveL _________ _ 

Inspection of seals: 

Pesos 
12.50 
24.00 
36. 00 
48.00 
62. 00 
72. 00 

2-passenger car _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . 22 
5-passenger car ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . 25 
7-passenger car___ _ __ _ _ _ __ . 30 

Demonstration plates _________ 18.75 

License plates and seals cost, when procured, $12.50 for for-hire 
vehicles and $13.75 for private cars. 

A sales tax of one-half of 1 per cent is paid by affixing stamps to the 
bill of sale. 

Driver's license in the Federal District amounts to 30 pesos. 
There are no Federal luxury or road taxes, but there is a gasoline tax 
of 4 centavos a liter. No motor vehicles are exempt. 

MONACO 

Robertson Honer. American Consul. Nlee 

Annual taxes on motor vehicles in Moncao are calculated according 
to the following schedule: Passenger cars pay a minimum of 360 
francs. For each horsepower lover 5 and under 10 the charge is 90 

I The formula used in computing horsepower can be obt./illled from the automotive division of the Bureau 
of Foreign aod Domestic Commerce. 
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francs; for each of the next 10 additional horsepower the tax is 108 
francs; each of the next 10, 126 francs; each of the next 10, 144 francs. 
Motor cycles pay 30 francs and cycle cars 60 francs a horsepower. 
Official vehicles are exempt. 

MOROCCO, FRENCH ZONE 

Frederi~k F. Hemotin, Ameriean Vi.., Consul, Caaablanea 

~ The only taxes assessed on motor vehicles in French Morocco are 
municipal circulation taxes, based on horsepower 1 for private cars, 
seating- capacity for busses, and weight for trucks, according to the 
following schedule: 

Francs per Francs per 
Passenger cars: annum Trucks: annum 

1 to 6 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 72 
7 to 12 horsepower __________ 102 

1 to 1,500 kilos _____________ 102 
1,500 to 3,000 kilos_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 152 

13 to 16 horsepower _________ 152 3,001 to 5,000 kilos _________ 202 
17 to 23 horsepower _________ 252 Over 5,001 kilos ____________ 302 
24 and over _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 502 

Busses: I 
Under 16-seat capacity ______ 3

4
0
0

22\ 
Over 16-seat capacity ______ _ 

Registration costs 40 francs, a driver's permit 50 francs, and gaso­
line is taxed 10 francs each 100 liters. 

Government and consular vehicles are exempt from taxation. Ve­
hicles owned in districts not covered by municipalities are not 
assessed for the municipal circulation tax. 

The taxes and fees now in force in French Morocco, considered low, 
have no adverse effect on the sale of motor vehicles. 

MOROCCO, SPANISH ZONE 

Honea Remlllard. Ameriean Consul, Tangier 

Motor-vehicle taxes in Spanish Morocco are as follows: 
Pesetas 

annually 
For-hire cars and taxis in Tetuan, Larache, and'Alcazar-Kebir districts____ 60 

Elsewhere______________________________________________________ 30 
Busses as common carriers on regular roates, per kilometer of route served: 

Nor over 6 seats_ _ _ ___ ___ __ _ ___ _ _ _ _ __ _ ___ ___ _ __ ___ _ ____ _____ _ ___ 1 
Over 6 and less than 15 seats_____________________________________ 2 
Over 15 seats____ ___ ___ ___ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ ______ _ _ ___ __ 3 

Trucks as common carriers, per horsepower 1_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _____ _ ____ __ ____ 20 

Individuals or corporations owning vehicles used as common 
carriers pay an industrial patent of 100 francs a year. A road tax 
of 15 francs a month is collected on for-hire passenger cars and taxis. 
Any type car pays an inspection fee of 32 francs; private passenger 
cars pay no other taxes. 

Government vehicles and vehicles of foreign consular officials are 
exempt. 

Taxes in the Spanish zone do not appear onerous and consequently 
do not affect sales to any appreciable extent. 

J The formula used in computing horsepower can he obtained from the automotive diviSion of the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 

W. Quincy Slanton, American Vice Consul. Louren"" Marques 

There are no national regulations and taxes on motor vehicles in 
Mozambique (Portuguese East Africa), the municipalities of Lou­
renco Marques, Inhambane, and Beira controlling t.hem. Lourenco 
Marques being the principal community in the colony, the regulations 
and taxes applicable to that city are cited (a gold escudo is worth 
about $1.08): 

Gold escu­
dos an· 

Private cars: 
1 to 3 passengers ____________________________________________ _ 
4 to 5 passengers ____________________________________________ _ 
6 to 7 passengers ____________________________________________ _ 

Taxicabs: 2 to 7 passengers ______________________________________ _ 
Busses _________________________________________________________ _ 

Trucks: 

nually 

25.00 
40. 00 
50. 00 
27.00 
50. 00 

2 tons or less _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 30. 00 
3 to 4 tons _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 50. 00 
5 tons and oveL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 60. 00 

Motor cycles _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 4. 80 
Side cars _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1. 20 
Motor cars for hire_______________________________________________ 31. 50 
Trucks for hire_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 18. 00 
Class A trucks or passenger cars for conveyance of natives ____________ 360.00 
Class B trucks or passenger cars for conveyance of natives, under special 

provincial law _________________________________________________ 225. 00 
Driver's permit: 

Motor car _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 5. 00 
Motor cycle_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1. 00 

Application for examination for driver's license_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 4. 50 

Vehicles of the provincial, municipal, and other local governments 
and of consular officials are exempt. 

Present tax laws do not unduly favor any particular type of vehicle. 

NETHERLAND EAST INDIES 

Thomas C. Barringer. American Trade Commissioner. Balavia 

There are three classes of. taxes on motor vehicles in the Netherland 
East Indies, all based on weight only. The Central Government. tax 
is 48 florins each 100 kilos. The Opcentum is a luxury tax amounting 
to 4 to 20 per cent of the Central Government tax, depending on the 
locality; it is gradually being abolished. The provincial, or residency, 
tax varies. That for West Java is shown below; other Provinces and 
residencies are expected to have similar taxes by January 1, 1931: 

Weight, iu units of 100 
kilos 

Up to 8 ___________________ : 
8 to9 _____________________ : 

~o'1.;~i:::::::::::::::::::1 11 to 12 ___________________ 1 
12 to 13 ___________________ 

1

' 

13 to 14. _________________ _ 
14 t{) 15 ___________________ 1 
15 to 16 __________________ _ 
16 to 11 __________________ _ 

Passenger 
cars 

Fiori1lll 
0_56 
.63 
.70 
.77 
.84 
.91 
.98 
.105 
.112 
_119 

Trueks I 
(pn~umatir . 

tiTes) 1 

FlQrin. 
0.150 

.150 

.150 

.150 

.150 

.156 

.168 

.180 

.192 

. ~04 

Weight, in units 01100 
kiles 

Trucks 
Passenger (pneumatic 

cars tires) 

Flbrifi8 
17 to 18.__________________ 0.126 
18 to 19 ___ . _____ ._________ .133 
19to20 _____________ ._____ .140 
~O to 21.__________________ .147 
21 to 7.1 ___ ._______________ .154 
22 to 23 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . 16i 
23 to 24 __________ . ___________________ _ 
24 to 25 ______________________________ _ 
25 to 26 ______________________________ _ 

FI(JTln~ 
0.216 

.228 

.240 

.252 

.264 

.276 

.288 

.300 

.312 
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Where vehicles are used only within limits of self-governing munici­
palities, a municipal tax only is required, amounting to about 50 per 
cent of the provincial or residency tax. 

Solid tires pay double the taxes levied on pneumatic tires. 
License plates cost 60 gold cents, a driver's permit the same, and 

gasoline is taxed 11 gold cents a gallon. 
Vehicles belonging to central, provincial, residency, or municipal 

governments, or to consuls or diplomats, are exempt. 
The tax laws favor light-weight trucks and busses, penalizing 

moderately the 3 and 4 ton trucks, most of the roads in the Netherland 
East Indies not being constructed for heavy traffic. 

NETHERLAND WEST INDIES 

Thomas W. Voeller, American Consul, C_ 

License fees in the N ethedand West Indies assume the form of a 
flat rate; the system, while relatively heavier for smaller and lighter 
cars, doe'l not, however, interfere appreciably with the sale of auto­
mobiles. Government vehicles only are exempt from fees or taxes. 
The flat rates vary according to the island. Curacao and Aruba tax 
automobiles at 80 florins and motor cycles at 20 Borins; Bonaire taxes 
are 50 florins on cars and 20 florins on motor cycles; Saba, St. "Martin, 
and St. Eustatius levy no taxes. 
" There is a registration tax of 5 florins when a car is first registered 
and when it changes ownership. The fee for driver's permit is 15 
florins. 

NETHERLANDS 

Paul S. Gninn, Aeting American Commereial AUaehE, The Hague 

Motor vehicles in the Netherlands are subject to a very heavy 
annual tax, based on value, as follows (a florin is worth $0.402 at par): 

Florins per 
annum 

Value up to 2,000 florins, each 100 florius ______________________ ~ _ _ _ _ 2. 00 
2,000 to 4,000 florins: " Fixedcharge ________________________________________________ 40.00 

Each 100 florins in exceBB of 2,000______________________________ 2.25 
4,000 to 7,000 florins: Fixedcharge ________________________________________________ 85.00 

Each 100 florins in excess of 4,000______________________________ 2.50 
7,000 to 10,000 florins: 

Fixed charge ________________________________________________ 16QOO 
Each 100 florins in excess of 7,000______________________________ 2.75 

Over 10,000 florins: Fixedcharge ________________________________________________ 242.50 

Each 100 florins in excess of 10,000_____________________________ 3.00 

A surtax of 100 per cent is added to the above schedule. In addi­
tion, there are provincial and municipal taxes varying from 20 to 50 
and 10 to 220 per cent, respectively. 

The road tax is as follows: 
Florins per 

Motor cycles: annum 
Not more than 60 kilos in weight______________________________ 10.00 
Over 60 but not more than 120 kilos____________________________ 20.00 
Over 120 kilos - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 30. 00 
Sidecar _____________________________________________________ lQOO 

14946-3Q.--6. 
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Passenger cars: Florins per 
Not over 7 passengers (including driver), each 100 kilos (minimum annum 

of 48 florins) _____ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ ___ _ ___ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _____ _ _ 6. 00 
Over 7 passengers, each 100 kilos______________________________ 12.50 

Trucks, each 100 kilos (minimum of 80 florins) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 10. 00 
If used to transport another vehicle and weight, additional tax-

Less than 1,200 kilos_ _ __ __ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ ___ __ _ _ 30. 00 
Over 1,200 but not over 4,000 kiIos _________________________ 100.00 
Over 4,000 kilos __________________________________________ 150. 00 

The same tax is added for each additional trailer. 
The above taxes are increased by 30 per cent if wheels have cushion 

tires, 60 per cent if solid rubber tires, and 100 per cent if metal tires. 
Vehicles used by diplomatic and consular officers are exempt from 

taxation. 
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR 

Avra M. Warren, American Consul, St. loh .... , Newfoundland 

Motor vehicle taxes in Newfoundland and Labrador are based on 
horsepower I and weight, as follows: 
Registration: 

Passenger cars-
Each horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ $0. 50 
Each 100 pounds__________________________________________ .50 

Trucks and bUsses-
Less than 6,000 pounds ____________________________________ 20.00 
Over 6,000 to 8,000 pounds _________________________________ 25.00 
Over 8,000 to 10,000 pounds ________________________________ 30.00 
Over 10,000 to 12,000 pounds _______________________________ 35.00 
Over 12,000 to 14,000 pounds _______________________________ 40.00 
Over 14,000 to 16,000 pounds _______________________________ 45. 00 
Over 16,000 to 18,000 pounds _______________________________ 50.00 
Over 18,000 pounds _______________________________________ 55.00 

Plat~_o:~~~!~!~~~~=============================================== ~: g~ Driver's permit- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 3. 00 
Examination for permiL_ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ 2. 00 

Trailers pay one-half the rate for trucks and busses. 
Motor vehicles of the police and fire departments, ambulances, and 

vehicles of the highroads commission are exempt from all fees except 
registration of $2. 

NEW ZEALAND 

lulian B. Foster, American Trade Conunissioner, Wellington 

Annual license fees in New Zealand are as follows: 
£ s. 

Motor cycles _________________________________________ 0 10 
Private cars __________________________________________ 2 0 
For-hire cars _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2 ° 
Busses _______________________________________________ 3 0 

Trucks: 
With pneumatic tires ______________________________ 2 ° 
Not fitted with pneumatic tires on all wheels _________ 3 ° 

Trailers: 
3 or more wheels __________________________________ 3 ° 
All other trailers _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 0 

Any other motor vehicle _______________________________ 2 0 

Vehicles owned by local authority and used exclusively in connec­
tion with construction or maintenance of roads or streets are exempt. 

1 The formula used in computing horsepower can be obtained [rom the automotive division of the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
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NICARAGUA 

Girvan Teall, American Vite Conslll, Corinto 

Every motor-vehicle owner in Nicaragua must pay the following 
fees: 
Passenger cars: 

Registratio' L ________________________________________________ _ 

Additional nonthly tax for business purposes ____________________ _ 
Additional nonthly tax for pleasure cars ________________________ _ 

Trucks: 
Registratio: L ________________________________________________ _ 

Additional nonthly taL ______________________________________ _ 
Motor cycles: 

RegiatratiOl. _________________________________________________ _ 
Additiollal . nonthly tax _______________________________________ _ 

NIGERIA 

G. R. WilJBon. Amerlean CO .... ul. Lagos 

$4. 00 
3. 00 
1. 50 

5. 00 
1.00 

3. 00 
1.00 

Annual taxI's in Nigeria are based on weight and use, according to 
the following IChedule: 
Private cars: £ s. 

Net weight not exceeding 5 hundredweight______________________ 1 10 
Over 5 to 1 l hundredweighL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 3 0 
Over 12 to ':0 hundredweighL _________________________________ 6 0 
Over 20 to ;:0 hundredweight_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 9 0 
Over 30 hUJ dredweighL _____ .. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 12 0 

Motor cycles (w th or without side car) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 10 
'Trucks: 

Gross weigH not exceeding 30 hundredweight ___________________ 9 0 
Over 30 to .,() hundred weight_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 12 0 
Over 40 to ,iO hundredweight- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 15 0 
Over 50 to 'iO hundredweight_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 18 0 
Over 60 to "0 hundredweight_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 21 0 
Over 70 to : 10 hundredweight_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 24 0 
Over 80 to ! I() hundredweighL _________________________________ 27 0 
Over 90 hUJ dredweight _______________________________________ 30 0 

Busses: 
Not over 5 )sssengers, including driveL________________________ 2 0 
Over 5 pass mgers_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 4 0 

Trailers: 
Gross weight not exceeding 10 hundredweight___________________ 1 0 
Over 10 to : 0 hundredweight_ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ __ _ _ __ __ _ _ ____ _ __ 2 0 
Over 20 to : 0 hundredweighL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 3 0 
Over 30 to ,() hundredweight_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 4 0 
Over 40 to W hundredweighL_________________________________ 5 0 
Over 50 to f() hundredweight_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 6 0 
Over 60 to '0 hundredweighL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 7 0 
Over 70 to :.0 hundredweight_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 8 0 
Over 80 to ! () hundredweight_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 9 0 
Over 90 hur dredweighL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 10 0 

The registrt.tion fee, payable once, is 5 shillings; a driver's license 
for cars and tr lcks costs 5 shillings and for busses and taxis 10 shillings. 

Governmen-., vehicles are exempt. The taxes are high, and it is 
likely that they have an adverse effect on sales, especially of commer­

. cial vehicles. 
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NORWAY 

Marq1Ull"d H. Lund, ADael'iean Commercial Atlaeb4i, Oslo 

Motor-vehicle taxes in Norway are as follows (a crown is worth 
$0.268 at par): 

Crowns per 
Registration: annum 

Vehicles in excess of 2,000 kilos gross, used for carrying passengers_ _ _ _ _ 30 
Same type, less than 2,000 kilos___________________________________ 20 
Others in excess of 2,000 kilos _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 15 
Others less than 2,000 kilos_______________________________________ 8 

Road tax (minimum 30 crowns): 
Vehieles with pneumatic tires, each 100 kilos weight or fraction_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 3 
Vehicles with semipneumatic tires, each 100 kilos weight of fraction__ _ _ _ 4 

A driver's permit costs 15 crowns. Passenger cars are subject to a 
luxury tax of 2 per cent of the first 4,000 crowns of value, 4 per cent 
of the next 3,000 crowns, 6 per cent of the next 3,000 crowns, 10 per 
cent of the next 3,000 crowns, and 15 per cent of all above 13,000 
crowns. This luxury tax is reduced 10 per cent each year. Gasoline 
is taxed 3 cf>re a liter. 

Government, municipal, and diplomatic vehicles are exempt. 
Regulations and taxation favor light, low-priced vehicles. 

PANAMA 

Fred C. Rogers, Assistant Trade Commll!8!oner, Panama City 

In the Republic of Panama license plates cost $1 for an automobile 
and $0.75 for a motor cycle. A driver's license costs $17.50. Monthly 
taxes are $2 for passenger cars seating 5 or less and 53 for those seating 
more than 5; $3 for for-hire cars seating 5 or less and $4 for others; 
$5 for busses seating not more than 11 and $7 for larger ones; $5 for 
trucks up to I-ton capacity, $7 for those 1 to 2 tons, and $9 for those 
2 to 3 tons. Motor cycles pay $10 a year. The yearly rates on cars, 
busses, and trucks are ten times the monthly rates. 

Motor vehicles with other than pneumatic tires will be charged 25 
per cent additional for each tire which is not pneumatic. 

Vehicles of more than 3-ton capacity will be permitted in sections 
of the national highways only where authorized by the chief engineer 
of the Central Road Board. 

In the districts of the Republic the capitals of which have a popu­
lation of less than 1,000, the charge to be paid will be reduced one­
fourth. 

In the Canal Zone the taxes are $5 a year for private passenger 
cars; $20 a year for passenger cars for hire under 30 horsepower and 
$30 for those more powerful; $20 for trucks or busses of I-ton capacity 
or less, $30 for those 1 to 3 tons, and $40 for those 3 tons or more; 
and 52 for motor cycles. There is a reciprocal agreement with the 
cities of Panama and Colon, whereby residents of either area pay 
$1 for license plates for cars and SO.50 for motor cycles, and taxation 
of $1 for private cars or motor cyeles, $12.50 for pall88nger cars for 
hire, and 515 for trucks or busses, in addition to the taxes paid in 
the community of residence. 

Cars of the diplomatic corps accredited to the Republic of Panama 
are exempt from taxation in both areas. 
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PAPUA 
Thomas H. Robinson, Ameriean CoDS1lI, Melbourne 

There are no taxes or fees incident to the sale and operation of 
motor vehicles other than fee for a driver's license, which in the case of 
motor cycles costs 2s. 6d. annually and in the case of other motor 
vehicles costs lOs. 

lt is doubtful that taxes or the absence of taxes affects in any way 
the sale of motor vehicles in Papua. The absence of roads, the small 
white population, and lack of industries are chief limiting factors. 
The imposition of a high tax might further restrict the sale of motor 
vehicles, but the effect would hardly be noticeable. 

PARAGUAY 
John B. hast, AllleriCIUI Vice c.-.J, AsaDl!lon 

The present fees assessed in connection with automobiles have no 
appreciable effect on 8ales thereof in Paraguay. License plates cost 
about $4.50 a year, and a license about $4.50 semiannually. All 
vehicles pay the same fees. There is no registration fee, but stamped 
paper costs about 90 cent~; a driver's permit is about $2.25. 

Official vehicles (Government and diplomatic corps) and those 
owned by a few companies enjoying general tax exemption as 8 

result of concessions are exempt. 

PERSIA 
Henty 8. VIU.d, AnIeriean Viee CeMuI, Tellfftll 

Annual registration fees in Persia are as follows: Passenger cars, 
120 tomans (a toman is worth $1, computed as 10 silver krans); 
busses, including trucks used as busses, 180 tomsns; trucks under 3 
tons, 66 tomans; trucks 3 to 5 tons, 84 tomans; those 5 tons and over, 
108 tomans; motor cycles, 12 tomans. 

PERU 

The following semiannual regi3tration fees on passenger cars, based 
on the standard retail price of the car in Peru, are pAyable in the 
Lima and Callao district (s Pervian pound is worth $4): 

Up to Lp.aoo ________________________________________ Lp.2. 1 
Up to Lp.500 ____ " _____________________ - _ _ _ __ _ ___ _ __ _ _ a.o 
Up to Lp.800________________________________________ 4.0 
Up to Lp.l,500_ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ __ _______ _ ___ _ ___ _ 6. 0 
Up to Lp.2,000 and over______________________________ 7.0 

There is an additional tax of 2 centavos each kilo of vehicle weight. 
Taxis pay the same tariff as passenger cars with 20 per cent discount. 

Trucks and trailers pay according to carrying capacity, as follows: 
Up to 750 kilos of cargo carried _____________________ Lp.2. 2. 50 
Up to 1,500 kilos of cargo carried___________________ 3.7.50 
Up to 2,500 kilos of cargo carried___________________ 5. O. 00 
Up to 3,500 kilos of cargo carried___________________ 6.1.25 
Up to 5,000 kilos of eargo carried_/_________________ 7.5.00 
Up to 7,000 kilos of cargo carried{c_________________ 8.7.50 

/ 
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There is an additional tax at the rate of 2 centavos each kilo the 
vehicle weighs. A surcharge of 30 per cent is made on vehicles using 
solid tires. 

Busses are taxed as follows: 
7 seats ___________________________________________ Lp.1. 6. 80 
10 seats _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2. 1. 60 
16 seats _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 3. O. 72 
22 seats__________________________________________ 3.9.60 
30 seats__________________________________________ 5. O. 40 
35 seats__________________________________________ 5.4.60 

Additional tax is paid at the rate of 2 centavos for each kilo the 
vehicle weighs. 

Motor cycles are taxed 8 soles (a sol is worth $0.40 at par) a wheeL 
License plates for cars, trucks, trailers, and busses cost 6 soles a 

year and for motor cycles 3 soles a year. A driver's permit is 5 soles. 
Gasoline is taxed 30 centavos (12 cents) a gallon by the Federal 
Government, 4 centavos a gallon in Lima, and 2 centavos a gallon in 
Callao. 

Official, including diplomatic, vehicles are exempt. 
The taxes in force are considered excessive and burdensome and are 

believed to affect adversely the sale of medium-priced cars. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 

Clarence p, Harper, Assistant Trade Commissioner, Manila 

The following motor-vehicle taxes are levied in the Philippine 
Islands (a centavo is worth $0.005): 

Centayos annually 
Horsepower l tax, each motor vehicle, a horsepower or fraction ______________ 50 
Weight tax, each kilo of gross weight: 

Passenger cars, pneumatic tires_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 
Trucks-

Solid or part solid tires ______________________________________ 2 
Pneumatic tires_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 ~~ 

Trailers-
Metallic tires____ ____ __ _ ____ ____ _ ___ ____ ____ _ ___ _ _ _ _ __ _ _____ 5 
Solid rubber tires, or part solid and part pneumatic_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1~ 
Pneumatic tires _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 

Motor cycles, 2 or 3 wheels______________________________________ 1 

Fees for registration of automobiles operated for hire are twice 
the fees for private automobiles. 

License plates cost $0.50 and a driver's license $1. The gasoline 
tax is $0.02 per liter. 

Vehicles belonging to the United States or Philippine Islands 
Government, to diplomatic and consular officials, and to tourists 
using them for a period less than 45 days are exempt from taxation. 

The taxes do not appear to have any particular influence on the 
purchase of automobiles; probably more thought is given to gasoline 
consumption than to taxes. 

POLAND 

Gilbert Redfern, Assistant Trade Commissioner, Warsaw 

Motor-vehiele taxes are not uniform throughout Poland, there being 
both State and district taxes. State registration is 16 zlotys (a zloty 
is worth $0.1122 at par) per 100 kilos on passenger cars and taxicabs, 

1 The formula used in camputing harsepower can be obtained from the automotiw diyision of the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
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8 zlotys per 100 kilos on busses and motor cycles, and 2 zlotys per 100 
kilos on trucks. This registration fee for passenger cars andmotor 
cycles is pavable every three vears; other vehicles pay the fees listed 
the first year and 30 per cent thereof during the second and third years. 
There is an unemployment-relief tax paid at time of registration of 
passenger cars of 2 zlotys per horsepower. Turnover tax, paid by 
dealer, is 2 per cent. 

District taxes for Warsaw, but representative of Poland, are as 
follows: 
Road tax: 

Passenger cars and taxicabs- Zlotys per annum 
Up to 10 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 25 
10 to 20 horsepoweL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 50 
Over 20 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 200 

Trucks and busses-
Up to 1~ tons ______________________________________________ 100 
n~ to 3 tons ________________________________________________ 150 
Over 3 tons _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 200 

Motor cycles-
With side caL______________________________________________ 20 
Without side car _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ __ ___ _ 10 

Luxury tax: 
Passenger cars (privately owned)-

Up to 20 horsepower ______________________ ~ __________________ 200 
Over 20 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 240 

Motor cycles (privately owned)-
With side car _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 40 
Without side car _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 30 

Inscription tax for taxicab owners _____________________________________ 150 
Inspection fee for taxicabs______ _____________________________________ 20 

Manufacturers' horsepower and truck ratings are accepted. A 
driver's license costs 29 zlotys. 

Vehicles of Government departments and diplomatic missions are 
exempt. 

It is not felt that the taxes now in force in Poland constitute a seri­
ous obstacle to the sale of motor vehicles. While the taxes are nu­
merous and onerous, they amount, in the aggregate, however, to only 
a very small percentage of the total cost of a vehicle. 

PORTO RICO 

H. P. MaeGo_n, Ameriean Trade Commi88ioner, San Juan 

The fees collected in connection with the operation of motor vehicles 
in Porto Rico follow: 

Per annum 
Motor cycles_ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ ___ ____ _ __ ______ ____ ____ ____ ____ _____ _____ $5.00 
Automobiles, other than commercial, each horsepower ,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . 75 
Commerical vehicles: 

Carrying capacity of 1 ton or Jess _____________________________ _ 
For each ton or fraction thereof in addition up to 3 tons capacity __ 
Capacity of over 3 tons, first 3 tons ___________________________ _ 
For each ton or fraction in excess of 3 tons _____________________ _ 

30. 00 
15.00 

100.00 
50. 00 

The fees for commercial vehicles of over 3 tons capacity may be 
paid in two semiannual installments in advance. License for auto­
mobiles of nonresidents after expiration of reciprocity period costs 
$2 a month. 

1 The formula used in computing horsepower can be obtained from the automotil"P diyision of the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
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For recording of transfer of ownership of any motor vehicle ___________ _ 
Examination fee of chauffeur or operator ____________________________ _ 

$1. 00 
5.00 
1.00 
5. 00 
5. 00 

Examination fee in case of failure to pass first examination ____________ _ 
Chauffeur's license _______________________________________________ _ 
Operator's license ________________________________________________ _ 
License to operate a heavy motor vehicle issued to a person already 

licensed as a chauffeur or operator _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1. 00 
License to nonresident_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2. 00 
Learner's permit_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1. 00 
Duplicate of license or permit_______________________________________ 1. 00 

Automobiles acting as public carriers, in addition to other pre­
scribed fees, pay $30 a year. A license to deal in motor vehicles 
costs $100 a year; additional number plates for automobiles cost $1 
and for motor cycles $0.50. There is a sales tax of 7 per cent of the 
retail sales price of the car, including freight and handling charges. 
Gasoline is taxed $0.04 a gallon. 

American cars and trucks comply with all regulations and encounter 
no difficulties in Porto Rico. 

Vehicles owned and operated by the United States Government 
Qr by insular or municipal governments are exempt. 

PORTUGAL 
J. L. Pinkerton, Ameriean Consul. Lisbon 

The following touring tax is levied by the Central Government of 
Portugal (an escudo is worth about $0.045 at current exchange): 

Escudos 
Passenger cars: per annum 

12 horsepower lor less ____________________________________________ 120 
13 to 24 horsepower _____________________________________________ 180 
25 to 36 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 240 
37 to 60 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 300 
Over 60 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 360 

Motor trucks: 
With pneumatic tires, up to 1,500 kilos ____________________________ 180 
Without pneumatic tires-

Up to 3,000 kilos ____________________________________________ 300 
3,000 to 5,000 kilos __________________________________________ 500 
Over 5,000 kilos _____________________________________________ 800 

Motor cycles_ _ _ ____ _ ________ __ ____ ______ __ _ ___ _ ___ _ ________________ 20 
Motor cycles with side cars ___________________________________________ 50 
Cycle cars and tricycles with motor _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 90 

The following municipal taxes are collected by the Lisbon district; 
the tax varies according to the municipality: 

Escudos 
Passenger cars: per annum 

Up to 40 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 320 
Up to 50 horsepoweL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 400 
Over 50 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 480 

Trucks: 
With rubber tires-

Up to 40 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 400 
Up to 50 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 500 
Up to 60 horsepower. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 600 
Over 60 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 700 

With iron tires-
Up to 40 horsepower _____________________________________ . _ 900 
Up to 50 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1, 000 
Up to 60 horsepower ______________________________________ 1,100 
Over 60 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1, 200 

1 The formula use<l.in computing horsepower can be obtained from the automotive dh-ision of the Bureau 
-of Foreign and Domestic Commerce_ 



MOTOR VEHICLE REGULATIONS AND TAXATION 83 

License for passenger cars in transit in Lisbon district and belong­
ing to other districts is 50 escudos a month, for motor trucks 100 
escudos a month, for busses with pneumatic tires 1,800 escudos 8. 
year and with "bandage" tires 2,500 escudos a year, for motor cycles 
180 escudos a year and motor cycles with side car 240 escudos a year. 
Registration costs 40 escudos and a driver's license 80 escudos. 

RUMANIA 

s.man W .. che, Alllericaa Com.......,; .. AIIaeWi, Baclaareol 

The following taxes and fees are assessed on automobiles in Ru­
mania (a leu is worth $0.006 at par): 
State taxes: 

Private automobiles-- Lei per annum 
Up to 1,000 kilos _________________________________________ 3,000 
1,000 to 1,200 kilos____ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ ___ _ __ _ 5,000 
1,200 to 1,500 kilos_______________________________________ 7,000 
OYer 1,500 kiloll ______________________________________ :. ___ 10,000 

Public automobiles, all classes __________ : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 4, 000 
Communal taxes: 

Private passenger cars-
Up to 13 horsepower _____________________________________ 2,000 
13 to 25 horsepower. _____________________ ~ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 3, 000 
25 to 37 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 5, 000 
37 to 60 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 8, 000 
Over 60 horsepower ______________________________________ 12,000 

Public passenger cars-Busses __________________________________________________ 14,400 

Busses operating between Bucha.rest and outlying towns______ 3,600 
Trucks, private and public-

Not over 40 horsepower ____ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 5, 400 
Over 40, with capacity of more than 3,500 kilos ______________ 10,800 

Trailers_____________________________________________________ 5,400 

There is no formula for horsepower; the rating given by manu­
facturers is accepted; a license fee, payable once, costs 200 lei, th& 
registration fee, also payable only once, is 500 lei, and 8. driver's 
permit costs 301 lei. Gasoline is taxed by the State at 6 lei per kilo. 

Vehicles belonging to the royal family, the State and diplomatic 
corps are exempt. 

The taxes are expected to have an adverse, though not senous, 
effect on the sale of motor vehicles in Rumania. 

ST. LUCIA 

WilUam W. Brunswick, AmerlaD CoDll1ll. Bubad08 

Semiannual motor-vehicle taxes in St. Lucia are as follows: Pas­
senger cars, 57.20 in the city of Castries and 52:40 as a town board 
tax; busses, $12 and $3; trucks 1 ton and less, 59.60 and $3.60; over 
1 ton and up to 2 tons, $12 and $4.80; over 2 tons and up to 3 tons, 
'14.40 and $6; every additional ton or fraction over 3 tons, 54.80 
and $2.40. Solid tires pay double the taxes covering pneumatic 
tires. Registration costs $2.40 and a driver's permit $1.20, both 
annual: Only trucks of the St. Lucia government are exempt. 
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SALVADOR 

A. E. Carleton, American Consul, San Salvador 

N a tionallicense fees in El Salvador are as follows: 

Passenger cars, private: Per annnm Trucks and busses: Per annnm 
Up to 1,500 _____________ $30. 00 )4 to 2 tOllS _____________ $30. 00 
$1,500 to $3,000_________ 37.50 2 to 3 tons______________ 37.50 
Over $3,000_____________ 45.00 3 to 4 tons______________ 50.00 

Passenger cars for hire: 4to 5 tons______________ 75.00 
5-passenger _____________ 30.00 Driver's Iicense______________ 5.50 
7-passenger _____________ 37.50 License plates_______________ 1. 50 

Official cars are exempt from taxation. 

SAMOA, AMERICAN 

Quincy F. Roberts, American Consul, Suva 

Annual license fees in American Samoa are as follows: Passenger 
cars, $15; 'for-hire cars pay $3 each passenger space in addition; 
private trucks pay $25 and for-hire trucks $40; motor cycles are 
taxed $5, or $7 if with side car. A driver's permit costs $2. 

SAMOA, WESTERN 

Quincy F. Roberts, American Consul, Suva 

License fees for automobiles and motor cycles in Western Samoa 
are fixed at Ii flfit rate per annum; trucks are based on factory capacity 
rating. 
Passenger cars ______________ _ 
Taxicabs __________________ _ 
Motor cycle ________________ _ 

With side caL _________ _ 
Trucks: 

Not over 1 ton _________ _ 
Over 1 and not over 17f tons _________________ _ 
Over Hf tOllS ___________ _ 
Solid tires, extra ________ _ 

£ s. 
3 0 
5 0 
1 0 
1 10 

6 0 

12 0 
20 0 
4 0 

Busses: 
Not over 27~ tons _______ _ 
Not over 3 tons _________ _ 
Over 3 tons ____________ _ 
Solid tires, extra ________ _ 
For each passenger and 

driver licensed to carry_ 
Dri ver' s licens~ for other than 

owner of vehicle __________ _ 

SIAM 

Donald W. Smith, Assistant Trade CommiSSioner, Singapore 

£ s. 
6 0 

12 0 
20 0 

4 0 

1 10 

5 

The following motor-vehicle taxes are assessed in Siam (a tical is 
worth about $0.4425): 

Ticals 
Passenger cars, privately owned, per hOlfepower ,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2 
Public vehicles, other than lorries and trucks under 1,000 kiloE in weight, 

including load or passengers (passengers are calculated at 50 kilos) _ _ _ _ 100 
For each 500 kilos or fraction additionaL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 25 
Lorries and trucks: 

Under 1,000 kilos in weighL____________________________________ 120 
For each 500 kilos additionaL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 30 

Motor cycle _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 10 
Motor cycle with side caL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 15 

, Tho formula used in ('ompul-ing horsepower can he ohtainNl from the automotive divi,ion of the Bu· 
renu of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
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SIERRA LEONA 

G. R. Willson, Ameriean Consnl, Lagos, Nigeria 

Taxation is levied in Sierra Leona according to type of vehicle. 
Annual taxes are as follows: Passenger cars pay £3, motor cycles 
with or without side car pay £1 lOs., busses and trucks £8, and 
trailers £2. A dealer's license costs £5 a year. Registration fee 
and driver's permit are each 5s. 

Government vehicles are exempt. The tax of £8 on busses and 
trucks may have some slight adverse effect on sales of those classes 
of vehicles, but it is not believed that the taxes on other types are 
high enough to affect sales. 

SOCIETY ISLANDS 

WiUiam P. Garrety, Ameriean Consul, Tahiti 

Motor-vehicle taxes in the Society Islands varies with the locality, 
in accordance with the following table: 

[Tn franC'll 

Item 
Island Moorea 

of Tf\biti a~l'a~~er 

Passenger cars: 
Under 12 horsepower not used as common carrier or for hire-

seat tax-
I to 2 seats. _ . _______ . ____ ._. ___ . ______ .. _______ •..• _______ . ______ ., ____ • 40 20 
3 to 4 seats __ •• ____ .• ___ ._. _____ • _________ • _____ • _____ ._. __ .• __ . ___ . ____ . 80 40 Over 4 seats_._. _______ • __ ,,_, __ , __ . _______ . ____ •. _ .. ___ • __________ . ____ . 120 60 Each horseoower or fraction_ .• _____________ . _____________ •• ___ ._. ___ • ______ _ 

Over 12 horsepOwer and not u..<e<l as common ranier or for hire-
16 8 

Seat tax-I to 2 seats __ .• ___ • ___ . ____ . __ . __ . _____ .• __ •• __ . ______________ . ____ • __ ._. 120 40 
3 to 4 seats __ • ___ • ___ . ____ • _____ ._ .... _. ___ ._ ••. _ •.. ____ . ____ ... __ • __ .•.. 160 80 
5 to 6 seats_ .. _._. ______ • _____ ._ .•. _ ...... _ .. _. ____ . __ ._. __ ._. ____ . ___ ..• 240 120 
Over 6 seats_ ._ .• __ . ____ ._. _____ . ___ ._. ____ • ___ . ____ .. _____ .. _ ... ___ ..•.. 400 240 

Horsepower tax-
I to 12 horsepower. ____ .. _. __ . __ . ___ . __ ._. ____ . __ ... _ .. __ . ____ • _______ ._. 

~ ~ ~ ~~g::::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
37 to 60 horsepower. __ ._ •.. ___ ._. _____ . ___ .. _______ .. __ . ___ •. ____ .. ___ '" 
Ov~r ro horsepower __ .• _ .• _._._. ___ . __ .. ' _ ... _____ .. ___ ... ___ •. ______ •. _ 

Over 12 horsepower used as common carrier-

16 8 
23 16 
40 24 
.',6 32 
72 40 

Seat tax-
I to 2 seats __ . __ .• _. ___ ._ .•. __ ._ . __ ._ .. _. __ . _______ . _____ . ____ ..• ___ .. __ . 40 20 
3 to 4 seats. __ ••• _._._ •.•. ________ . ___ .. _._ ... ____ . ___ • ___ ._. __ . ____ ._._. 80 40 
Over 4 seats._._. _______________ . __ .. __ . ___ . ___ . __ ..• _._. ____ •• ___ .. __ • __ 120 60 Each horsepower._ .. '_" ___ ... __ ._ ._._. __ . ___ ... ____ . ____________ •. _. ______ _ 

Trncks, not tor hire, exclusively for merchandise: 
Load-capaeity tax-

Up to 1,000 kilos .. _. _______ ...... __ ._ ••. _ •. __ .. _ .. __ .. _._ .. _ ... __ • __ .• _._. __ 

16 8 

120 40 
1,001 to 2,000 kilos. " __ " ___ . ___ . ____ ._ ••. _. ___ . ___ . ____ ._. ______ ._._ ••• __ •. _ 210 120 
2,001 to 3,000 kilos_._._ . __ ._._ •. ___ . ___ •• _ .• _ . _____ . __ .. ___ .. __ • __ . __ •• __ .••. 360 aJO Over 3,000 kilos. __ .• _. ___ ._ .. __ . ___ . ______ . __ ._. __ ._._ .. ________ .• __ . __ ._ •. _ 

Horsepower, each, or fraction- I 1 to 12 ___ • ___ . _________ . ____ ._. ____________ . _____ .. __ . __ . __ ._. _________ •. __ ._ 

480 300 

12 8 
13 to 24 .. _. __ . __ ._. _____ ... ___ •.. ___ ._._ ... __ •• ____ ._ .. _ .•• _. _____ . __ ._ ..• ___ .. 1 20 12 25 to 36 __ .. __ . ___ . _ .. _______ ._ .. ____ . ______ •. _. ___ . _ .. __ ._. ____ ._. ___ ._ .. ___ _ 
37 to 6(1.. •• _ •. _______ . ______ •. ______ ._. ________________ • __ ....•• _______ • __ . __ 1 

Motor c?-J:.~~ ~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Miscellaneous: I 

r7!i;~:Y:lli!?~::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

20 20 
36 28 
48· 40 
40 20 

25 25 
100 100 
100 100 



86 MOTOR VEHICLE REGULATIONS AND TAXATION 

SPAIN 

Charles T. Bobeothal, Office or Amerieao CoJ1lDlIWeia/ Attaeh/i, Madrid 

The national tax on circulation of automobiles is the only motor­
vehicle tax in force at the present time in Spain; all municipal or 
provincial taxes are included therein. The schedule follows (a 
peseta is worth about $0.11 at current exchange): 

Pesetas 
Passenger cars: per annum 

First 5 horsepower 1 (minimum) _ ____ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ __ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ ____ __ 100 
Each horsepower over 5 and up to 10 __________________________ -_ 20 
Each horsepower over 10 and up to 16 _________________________ -_ 25 
Each horsepower over 16 and up to 22 _________________________ -- 33 
Each horsepower over 22 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 40 

For-hire cars: 
First 5 horsepower (minimum) _________________________________ _ 
Each additional horsepower ___________________________________ _ 

Busses: 
First 5 horsepower (minimum) _________________________________ _ 
Each additional horsepower ___________________________________ _ 
If capacity over 30 passengers, extra charge of 10 per cent of above 

tax, mixed bus for passengers and merchandise included. 
Trucks for general merchandise: 

180 
36 

180 
36 

Up to ~ ton__________________________________________________ 350 
~ to 1 ton___________________________________________________ 515 
1 to 2 tons _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1, 030 
2 to 3 tons ___________________________________________________ 1,545 
3 to 4 tons _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2, 060 
4 to 5 tons ___________________________________________________ 2,575 
Each ton over 5_____ ____ ___ _ ___ _ ___ _ ____ _ _ _ __ __ __ _________ _ _ __ 500 
Trailers pay 50 per cent of corresponding tax covering trucks. 

Trucks transporting exclusively whea.t and flour, stock, potatoes, garban­
zos, and dried vegetables; mineral carbons and vegetable carbons 
woods and fertilizers, as well as trucks of industrialists and manufac­
turers transporting their own products to point of consumption: 

~ ~;ol ~o~~~ = ~ = = = = = = = = = =. = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 1 to 2 tons __________________________________________________ _ 
2 to 3 tons __________________________________________________ _ 
3 to 4 tons __________________________________________________ _ 
4 to 5 tons __________________________________________________ _ 
Each ton or fraction over 5 ____________________________________ _ 

Motor cycles (minimum tax 3 horsepower): 

250 
400 
500 
700 
800 

1,100 
200 

Without side car, each horsepower _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 16 
With side car. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 20 

An extra charge of 5 per cent is made on total of all taxes to cover 
municipal registrations, collector's fee, and other expen<;es. 

K ew license plates co<;t 30 pesetas and a renewal 20 pesetas. Fees 
payable for annual inspection run from 5 to 27 pesetas. License fees 
amount to from 8 to 15 pesetas. 

A decree enables Provinces to levy a road tax on automobiles, as 
follows: . 

Pesetas 
Passenger cars: a year 

Up to 5 horsepoweL________ 75 
5 to 10 horsepower __________ 125 
10 to 15 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 150 
15 to 20 horsepower _________ 175 
20 to 25 horsepower _________ 200 
25 to 30 horsepower _________ 225 
30 to 40 horsepower ____ · _____ 250 
Over 40 horsepower _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 300 

Pesetas 
Trucks: a year 

Up to 2 tons (metric) _______ 200 
2 to 4 tons _________________ 300 
4 to 5 tons _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 400 
5 to 10 tons ________________ 500 

Motor cycles: 
Wit'hout side car____________ 50 
With side car _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 60 

I The rormula used in computing horsepower can be obtained from the antomotive division or the 
Bureau or Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 



MOTOR VEHICLE REGULATIONS A:\j) TAXATION 

VENEZUELA 

O. R. Strackbein, Assistant Trade Commission"r, Caraeas 

,. There is no national registration or license t.~e in Venezuela. Tht 
following fees are collected in the Federal Distriet, including Caracas 
License plate for all vehicles, $4 a year; municip;u tax $5 a quarter on 
cars and $10 a quarter on trucks. Official, including diplomatic, 
vehicles are exempt. 

VIRGIN ISLANDS 

Darwin DeGoJia, Assistant Trade Commissioner, San Juan, Porto Rico 

Annual registration in the Virgin Islands costs -1:0 francs for private 
cars, 60 francs for for-hire cars, 70 francs for trucks 1 ton or less, 
100 francs for those over 1 and less than 3 ton~. and 200 francs for 
those 3 tons 01' over. Transfef of ownership ~osts 5 francs. A 
dealer's license is 125 francs; an operator's license is 5 francs and 
plates 5 francs. 

YUGOSLAVIA 

Stewart E. Mc:Millin, Americ:an Consul, Belgradl 

Taxation in Yugoslavia is on a flat basis. The (}o\-ernment tax is 
dinars ($54) for passenger cars and 300 dinars for trucks. 
registration costs 110 dinars. The road tn:{ varies with the 

but is 300 dinars in Belgrade. Annual examination of vehicles 
dinars, license plates are 75 dinars, and ,tamps affixed to 

are 20 dinars. 
belonging to the army, the air service, the navy, the royal 

and diplomatic officials are exempt. 
present taxation has no part.icular effect on sales' of motor 

hicles in Yugoslavia. 
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