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PREFACE.

————

This volume 'is a part of the ‘thesis presented
by me to the University of Oxford. This survey
into the economic and social conditions of the Hand-
loom Weaving Industry was made in 1925—1926
when I toured for a period of six months in the different
parts of South India. I was able to visit Salem, Coimbatore
and Guntur Districts again in 1928, when I was deputed
by the Madras Government to make an economic survey
of villages and to assist the Special Officer for the
survey of cottage industries. I got another opportunity
of acquainting myself about the conditions of handloom
weavers of Kristna, West and Bast Godavaries, while I
was working as the Secretary of the Resettlement
Economic Enquiry Committee, appointed by the Madras
Government.

Although the main thesis was written in 1926-27
what is embodied in it will still be found to be applicable
to the conditions prevailing at present inthis very impor-
tant industry and some of the main changes that have since
come upon this industry have been fully incorporated
in this thesis.

The substit-ub.ioﬁ of silk weaving by artificial silk
weaving has been effected in many p'aces, while in other
_places, cotton weaving has been replaced by silk weaving*
It is largely true to say that weaving on rough cotton
yarn has been given up in almost all places, its place
being taken up by fine yarn, silk and artificial silk
weaving.
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The removal of the Cotton Excuse Duty, the fall in
the purchasing power of the masses, and the progressive
cheapening of the mill cloth have all contributed much
to the present depression in handloom weaving industry.

‘Although the earnings of weavers have gone down
by at feast 10 per cent since 1925, the fall in general
level of prices has slightly helped them and there-’
fore the standard of living of weavers has not very much
altered since 1925. The recent boom of Sarada marriages
has contributed not a little to the mitigation of the
effects of the depression in this industry.

The survey of cottage industries organised by the
Madras Government has added but little to our knowledge
of the conditions of this and the kindred industriess
instead of trying to study the conditions of employment?
the nature of the relations between employers and emplo-
yees, and the standard of living of workers and their
masters, the special officer has confined his attention to the
kind of work done and the nature of cloths manufactured-
The suggestions made and the recommendations advanced
by the special officer will be found to have been anticipa-
ted by me so long ago as 1925, apart from other solutions
land recommendations suggested in this thesis.

Besides many other aspects of this industry, the
following need the immediate and paternal attention of
the State. '

There is everywhere a crying need for more and
‘more credit and unless special banking facilities are
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provided, this industry cannot be properly ﬁnapced.
The present organisation of this industry is very premi-
tive, uneconomical and inefficient and the only way by
which it can be improved is by introducing -better skilled
and trained employers who are adequately financed by
the special banks to be organised in future. The workers
are mostly unskilled and inefficient and if their earnings
are to be increased considerably, a proper System of
apprenticeship must be provided. Most of the workers
are to-day being hopelessly exploited by heartless and
inefficient employers and a_proper” system of Trade
Boards is urgently needed to mm&mf
the workers, to improve their conditions of work, to
increase their remuneration and to facilitate the
introduction of new methods of work. Better
Living Societics are urgently needed to im—ém-e‘
the standard of living of weavers and to prevent such
abuses as the consumption of toddy, Ganjai, Opium and
the expenditure upon cock-fighting and gambling. The
improvement of the status of women and children of
weavers is an urgent need. If a befter fitted sizing
machine were to be introduced, their women can be in-
duced to take to weaving and their children can profit-
ably be left in the schoos. The last but not the least
important need of the weavers is the introduction and
popularisation of co-operative methods of organisation.

It may not be out of place here to remark that
inspite of the fact that much good work has been doue
by the Textile Departments of the various Provincial
Governments, not much attention has been bestowed
upon any of the above needs of this industry. I sincerely
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hope that the newly constituted Cottage Industries Com-
mittee of the Madras Government will try to remember
the elementary fact that a study of the weaver's life is
not exhausted by an examination of the implements used
and that a large number of aoctivities lie beyond their
implements. ‘

I take this opportunity to thank Dr. Gilbert Slater
D. Sc. (London) M. A., (Cantab), formerly professor of
Economics in the University of Madras, and at present,
Lecturer in 1ndian Finance at the London School of
Economics, for the very valuable help, he has rendered
me, when this thesis was being prepared. I must also
thank my friend Mr. L. V. B. Choudary, B.A., (oxon.)
Bar-at-Law, who has kindly undertaken. the thankless
task of proof reading. But for the valuable, willing and
sincere co-operation of many hundreds of humble wea-
vers, many of whom, I am very sorry to say are to-day
starving for lack of food, I could not have collected the
materials presented in this report. I am much
obliged to Mr. G. V. Subbayya, a stndent of the Pachai-
yappa's College for preparing the Index.

This book is dedicated to the late Sir, P. Thyagaraya
Chetti, the former President of the Madras Corporation
who was largely responsible for the introduction and
popularisation of the fly-shuttle and who reundered
invaluable help to the weavers and also to the voiceless
but industrious weavers of India.
Pachaiyappa’s }

College,

N. G. RANGA,
16—4--1930. ' ‘

- ———
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CHAPTER
THE HANDLOOM WEAVING INDUSTRY.

The Handloom. Weaving Industry of the Madras
Presidency is second in importance only to Agriculture.
{There are nearly a: million people: supported by this
industry. Many big towns are specially: depend%nt upon
it and people of many castes are brought up as weavers
from- their childhood,)) Factories and a considerable
development of capitalistic organisatiom are found in this
industry.  Among the Workers, skilléd wage-earners, in-
dependent artisans; small ‘empl'oyers as well as unskilled
coolies are-all to' be-found in it in great numbers, and
many of‘ the ev1ls off mdustnahsm are manifest:

- Inview of.I the fact that the Indian public’is-aroused
to the-dangers of ‘western industrialism and the Nationa~
lists: are anxious to re-organise the cottage ‘industries, &
study of this industry beooines  very necessarybefdre any
consfructive scheme: of mdustma.hsmg the country' can be' -
developed:. ‘There’ are’ many ‘misconceptions ‘prevalent
among the- Nationalists about.the condition - off this indus~
try amd it is quite essential that they should be cleared
away. For- instance, it is generally believed tHatfally
weavers are independent. arfisans, that- there are no
capitalists, that there is no such thing as & factory sys-
tem, and there is no such exploitation of tHe workers by
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the employers as we find in the Western Countries, 1
and so on. If is my purpose to give a truer picture of
the conditions prevailing in this industry.

According to the Cersus returns, the number of
]ooms in use in the Presidency has been :—

" Year. "“No. of Liooms.

V1811 386,561
1881 360,000
1891 365,112
1901 ' 381,132
1911 368,509
1921 169,403

The decline shown of over 50% in the number of
looms between 1911 and: 1921 is so great as to arouse our
: suspiqiohs as to the -correctness .of the figures for 1921.
The report could. not account for this fall. - It remarked
however, that ** it is obvious there has been a consider-
able drop which cannot be altogether accounted for by
factors such as the existence of the famire.conditions in
certain districts of the presidency at the time the Cen-
sus wastaken. - As.to whether ‘ the "economic-conditions-
of the-hand-loom weavers: have deteriorated during the’
last ten years it would be -hazardous -fo express any deci-
ded opinion from the clear indications -in-certain urban -
centres of ‘greater prosperity ”. Sir-Alfred Chatterton
observed in 7911 that “in the last 40 years the number
“of handloom weavers has remained statioh@ry 2, How
could there be such a drop in the last decade?”

1. For instance, Radhakhamal Mukherjee *F dation ;f-ln(:lin:Etonwgics'. Ps
369-376, 37791 and 152-172. - . '
2 Madras Census Report 1921 Vol 1 P 196
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‘The war created an exceptional demand for the hand
loom weavers’ cloth.. The post-war boom in the cloth
market lasted until 1921. Secondly, the Non-co-operation
movement created a big demand -for the cloth manufac-
tured by these weavers durmg 1919 to 1923. Thirdly,
the Kiles trade became more important inthe last ten
years than before, while the Madras handkerchiefs, the
petu border cloths of Pedena and Ambazeepettah centres
and the silk industry of ‘Peddapuram and Uppada, grew
very much in importdnce in the'same period. Fourthly,
the widesptead adoption of the fly-shuttle by the wea~
vers in the Northern Circars brought many more people,
into the industry, ‘since better wages became possible
than before'when the old loom ‘was in use: -Lastly, the
Mill-industry could not have captured the work lost by
the weavers as it -consumed: only 13,642,000 1bs. of yarn
on the whole as against, the 54,220,500 Ibs. used up by
the handlooms-in 1921. {As a-matter of fact, these looms
consumed nearly as much yarn in 1921 as they did in 1911,
that is, 59,857,333 1bs. of yarn) Though this industry
has not kept pace W1th the additional prosperity of .the
people and the increase of popula.tlon during that decade,
it is safe o ‘assume ’ that so revolutionary a drop as is
indicated in the Census retu_rns, could not have occurred_

There -is another consideration in supporttofsthe
above conclusion. It is generally known among the
weavers that there are on the average! one man, one
woman, ard two children supported by one loom and
this fact is borne out by the statistics of occupation Ofi
the Padmasa,le community. There were in 1921, 203,
506 dependants for the 136,425 actual workers or
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nearly 2 dependants for every worker. Therefore, if we
take 3. persons as depending’ on one loom; theh, we
should have 20,963/ looms. in the' Vizagpatam district: in
the hands-of the Padmasales- themselves, in-addition to
many more: worked hy; the Devangas.. But the estimate
of the Census: Report for-the whole: distriet: comes. to only
7,432 looms.. There are-two possible- explanations for this
divergence.. The . Karanams who. had very little
knowledge: off economies: might: have classed most of the
Padmasales as agriculturists; since they happened to own
alsorsome land. Many: Padmasales: might probably have
styled- themselves: as ryots. because-off. the additional
soaial status it gives them: - My own impression formed
after. an extensive- tour in the centres: of handloom
weaving:is, that every Padmasale-and Devangaiof this
and. other districts: has.a loem in his: house,. and works on.
) it however rich Le may be. Therefore; the- Census
| estimate isi thoroughly' un-satisfactary- for- .this: district
and the same observation holds: good for-other distriets.

The Department of Industries at Madras'estimated
in 1922 that there were a million people dependant upon
this industry. These peoplei should have among them-at-

833,000 looms. This figure: is; sure: ta be;: more

least
correct than- the Census estimate and:it. standsin far
better relation with the 1911 figure.

Hereditary castes of handloom weavers :—*

Caste. Number of persons:in 1921.
Kaikolans - 406,638
- Padmasale , . 339,931
- Devangas ' 988,836
“Togatas 69,723

total 1,105,128

# 1921" Ceasus Report.
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Even if we suppose. that, only a, million of these
peo_ple are stlll dependant upen Weaving. we get 333,000
looms But there ‘are many more thousands. of Muham.-
ma.da.ns, Sourastras, Ba,rbers, and many people belonging
to other Castes ag well, who are engaged. in this,industry:
and 50 our_ ﬁgure is. syre to be mucly lower. than the:
actuaf number of, loonn in the Presidency.

We shall study the problems of this industry by
grouping. al] the, .Ceded Districts .and Chitkoorinta :one
group,. the Cu'cars . intp. another, and, the : Southern:
d;si;nch into a.;i;hlzrd_gljoups” The. fiyve "districts.. of.- the.
first, gxoup haye much more in. common(with;each other
tha,n with .any districts of other groups. The.imporbant
oentres _of these five districts, are engaged.in.. producing
rougb,clot,h -which is chiefly exported:ta the Mysore.and:
leam dominjons and alsq. to. the .Mahratta -céuntry-
This, cloth comes, inta. competition to a _greater rextent
than that made in the other two groups with the; mills’
ma.de ploth The Clrcars are famous for the Kile, Head~.
ruma] and petu-border cleths.. These elothd-do-not come:
into competmon with - those; of the mills.;: They -satisfy.
the special demands of the. consumers and here the mills-
are at a disadvantage. The Southern districts differ:from:
‘the a.bove two regions in, that, the weavers there, -have, :
bemg mostly Tamilian a different standard of.living from
that of the. Andhra weavers of the Northern: Circars. -

The government has conducted several enquiries
into this industry to ascertain approximately the ndmber
of looms in. the different centres, the kind. of . cloth
manufactured the places.to which they are- exported,
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and, most important of all, the kind of machines used.

Neither the Government nor any private enquirer bas.
gathered any information about the economic orga.msa.-
\tion, the relations between the employers and the
‘employees, the wages or earnings of the weavers, or
‘their standard of living. It is attempted in this enquiry
"to shed some light upon these and other problems of this’
industry.

The writer has been able to make'a detailed study
of the conditions of handloom weaving in fiftéen districts
and to collect some valuable information for three more
districts out of the 23 districts of the Presidency. Diffi-°
culties of language prevented the author from getting
a -detailed information about the’ Tamilian country.
Hundreds of weavers have kindly helped him and he has

- given,the names of their leaders in the list he has given
in the appendix. In many places the weavers were
afraid that the author was a Government spy and many
merchants feared that if they gave information about
their business they would afterwards be taxed. He had
many times the experience of being pursued by crowds of
weavers who- wanted to drive away the hated Grovern—
ment spy. Several times.the Magistrates of the places
kindly extended their protection: to him. In spite of
these -difficulties the writer was often able to win' the
confidence of the leaders of the weavers and so he could
get the information, most of which he has herein pre-
sented to the public. ‘ ‘ ' ’

Adoni Centre. There are about 700 looms in’ the
Adoni Municipality besides another 200 which are enga-
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ged in manufacturing the “Adoni carpets! and kumbals. !
These looms are employed in the following way.

No. of looms. Kind of Cloth Manufactured.
250 ‘rough white cloth.
200 sarees of 16 to 20s
150 middle class sarees

100 semi-silk’sarees.

There are further 250 looms in the neighbouring
villages which are engaged in manufacturing rough white
cloth. This cloth as well as sarees of 16s to 20s find a.
very good market in the Ceded Districts. Sarees with
silk borders and silk mixed in the fabric which cost -
Rs 10 to 20 each and are mostly worn by the middle
classes, as well as sarees and ravikas which contain as.
much silk as cotton, are all exported to the Mysore Domi-
nions. The carpets manufactured here are exported to
all parts of India and have won an unrivalled fame which
their quality so richly deserves.

Yarn Market. Yarn of 10}, 12, 20, 24 counts is im-
ported into Adoni from Warrad, Jammu, Juna, and
Lakshmi mills of Scholapur. Yarn of 24s and:30s is also
bought from the Buckingham :and Carnatic :mills ‘in-
Madras while the Choolai mill, also in Madras, supplies
mostly yarn of 20s. The Hubli, Spinning Mills supply
yarn of 10, 12, 20, 30, 40 counts .and yarn..of 6%, -
10, 12, 20, 24, and 30 counts is got from the Gokak
Spinning and Weaving mills. Only very. little Japanese
yarn is imported into this centre. Mercerised cotton

1 Cumbals are wollen rugs, which are used mostly by shepherds for use 1n wister.
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yarn is imported from London and Japa.n through -the
Madras and Bomi)a,y' mercha,nfs T)yes are gotb_ through
the agents of "tHe "Bombay" Co. who have ‘their own
agents in Adoni. Indlgo which is used on a large scale
is bought’ from the ryoes "who go there from Proddatur
and Vellore. Now’ e, davs qynthehc mdlgo is comirg
from Ger many B

- Silk. The silk which is used in this cenire is mostly
imported from Mysore provmces, namely Kollegal
Ba.nga.lore, Chennapabna,m, Madhur"' a.nd Chlkkabholpur
Sométimed it s fmported *from ‘Ja apan’ espemaIIy dunno
Séptember, October, November and December When the
sitk prodaced in’ Mysoré is not sufficient for the local
consumptlon' " The Chmese silk Whlch ‘comes to ‘Adoni
through Bombay is exported from Kakdia, kubeen and
Lachumi. ‘A-dye locally’¢alled Kdpalée but which’ IS “also
known bs “Kamala powder "i8 1mported from Germany
a.nd other conntnes, fdi- usé on sﬂk s

There are about 20 mercha.nts in Adoni who deal
specially in selling yarn to and buying cloth from capi-
talist employers. Many of “them are ’\Ia.rwa,ns‘ ‘who
have becomé in recent yéars very - 1mportant in the yarn
market “of this “placé. Eaéh of these merchants has ir-
vested from twenty to fifty ‘thousand rupees These
merchants compete with each other and yet accordmg to
one’of them, they realisé at least 15% proﬁt on dyes, and
5td 6% on yarn. ‘They are a.\so able to make p1 oﬁts on

their trade in cloths.

1 - Marwaris came originally from the Marwar and ihey - are to be fourd ev:rywhere in
Judia. They.are very enterprisiog and successful busivess peoplc and they specmlnse in money
lendng, . . .
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Thére are-about ‘20 capitalistemployers who buy g
their own yarn-and thémselves sell'their cloth. Each'
of ‘them has 50" to 200° workéts ditectly under him,
together ‘with 10 to 20 petty employers. Each of these
petty eémployers has-again 5 to-10‘péople in his workshop;
and he is dependent upon the capitalist-employeér-to-give
him credit.éowcargg Bhimgee, an- Adoni capitalist
employer, asstres me that:a man:who invests £s..10,000
in importing yarn and silk; .manufacturing-cloth.out.of:
them and. exporting the:cloth; will: be a.ble :to- make at
least 50% profit per 'year_]

More than half of.the weavers.of this, iplace work in
theit own houses. They get yarn from the. eapitalist. em-
ployers, make it into clath, give the employers. the cloth
and get paid in return the piece-rate wages. Thge capi-4
talists have to give:aloan of Rs. 50 to.100 free of inte- |
rest to each of their workers,. in order.to persuade, them
to work. Such a worker is usually advanced _p‘etty,sums_--’;
in addition, to buy.his provisions while working. Besides
he is-indebted to.his. employer. to the extent.of Rs. 50 to
200 which he ‘may have. borrowed . either to celebrate
his marriage or perform. a.religious ceremony or for
some similar urproductive purpose. There is no, ins
terest paid on these sums and so.there is no incentive for
the w0rkers'to clear these debts. .

If any of these workerg dies without: leaving & son,
the- employer loses all his advancesto him, if.a. son
happéns to'live, -then, heis. madé ta work undet- thé
same employer until the debts are cleared! As there is
no chance of clearing such debts, these workers and),

| their descendents a,utom?tica,lly berome economio slaves| ,
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and they are treated as such by their employers: (In
spite of all ihis, these workers are in a position to
threatey their employers that they will leave Adoni for
"the Assam plantations or some other distant place and
coerce them into advancing more money from time to
time, because the latter are unwilling to lose their
employees and the advances. D

About 15% of the total number of artisans are in-
dependant weavers, but unfortunately the number of
these has recently been décreasing because of the conti-
nuous slump in the market for over two years. Most of
them are leaving the town for Cuttack, Belgaum, and
Hubli in search of eniployment. During the last year
more than 1000 people have left Adoni in this way.
A leader of these weavers says “There is no one to give
them help, no one to advance them money on interest
and every capitalist has his own difficulties in satisfying
the needs of his own employees. It appears that it will
not be long before all these weavers of this centre are
absorbed among either the wage earners or the emigrants
from the town.” It is very unfortunate that there should
be none to help them and they are so coascious of their
independence and are habituated to face the employers
as equals. They are generally superior to the cooly
weavers because they take risks well and wisely and
market their own goods in the best market. They can
get themselves employed but they hate to become
employees. They are emigrating at great risk to their
health and lives. (It was only in August 1924 that a
thousand workers of this district, many of whom were
weavers went to the Assam Tea Plantations to fird that
the wages were only Re. 8 a-month. -As & protest, they
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wanted to leave for their own place whic’h/ was 2000
miles away and having no money to go by train they
decided to walk the whole distance. Many of tlem peri-
shed on the way through Cholera and starvation. But
emigration seems to be the only salvation for most of
them. )

The cooly weavers own neither their houses nor
the looms. They live in rented houses and work in
their employers’ workshops. Itis this helpless labour
which the petty employers try to exploit. Thesé coolies -

are never given higher advances than those that are just
sufficient to buy their weekly provisions. They are paid
piece-rate wages but they are cheated most unscrupu-
lously in the rates paid and the measures used.

Yemmiganuru, Gudikkal and Kosigi have each about
200 looms, and most of the weavers are under employers.
They work longer hours than those in Adoni, but earn
much less. The merchants of these places buy yarn in
Adoni and sell the cloth in the local and Adoni markets.

Commercial Organisation. Adoni cloth is exported to
the Mysore Dominions and to the Northern Circars.
The Adoni merchants do .not keep their agents in the
different markets to which they supply their cloth and it
is very seldom that they send any travelling agents to"
find new markets. The buyers from different consuming
centres go to them and buy the cloth. The only agent
they ever send out is instructed to collect the arrears
from these buyers, and to get orders from them.

The responsibility of finding new consumers for their
cloth falls thus upon the merchants of these consuming

4
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centres. But these merchants are -susceptible to the
relative prices of different kinds of cloth -and ‘théy show
but little loyalty to any particalar 'kind 'of ' cloth if somé-
thihg else pays them: ~ Yet Adoni 'dependsapon this véry
risky- basis’ of its' industry “for - its very livelihood! I

{ ‘other countries, the merchants on the spot would ‘have
had their own agents in all the markets to push the con-
sumpbmn of their " goods an& to popula.rlse thelr cloth
Wlth newer and better des1gns

Oravakonda Ceritre. 'We have ahentirely different
atmospheré in Oravakonda. The whole" trade is cor-
trolled by a few Marwaris who monopolisé’ the business
in ydrnin this centre!. They give credit to all’ the em-
ployers in'the town, and they charge 18%interest frém
the date when the employers buy yarn on. credit, and
thls by itself is a lucra.tlve trade apart from profits from
the sales of yarn. They buy yarn in. Sholapur and Bom-
bay from their fellow Marwaris who charge them only
1% 1nterest as against their charges of 18% for the local
merchants. If ‘other merchants go to the Bombay mer-
chants- they are charged 18% interest; and it-is to this
invidious difference shown towards the' Marwaris that the
latter owe their great success. For instance Mr. Ahma-
gee who cameé to this place only four years ago with
Rs. 10,000 in hand is now lending Rs: 35,000 and the
difference,of Rs. 25,000 is the profit he . has made in the
last three years. It is not easy to understand to what
extent the employers of this place are exploited by these
Marwaris.

Theé employers, who rumber about 300, differ from
those in Adoni in that théy are not capitalists as well



‘THE HANDLOOM WEAVING INDUSTRY. 13

and they do business with borrowed money or on credit.
Each of them has 20 to'50 workers under him and 5 to
15in his own workshop. It is very difficult to say
whether any of these employers would be found solvent
if his accouuts were to be examined tq-day. They are
losing very hea,vﬂy, and yet they continue to work’ lest
they should be declared insolveit by their creditors.
Every year there are two or more-insolvencies. But
they are themselves partly responsible for their present
unenviable position because they are very bad organisers
and great d.runka.rds They are too lazy to apply them-
selves to their work and they depend mostly upon the
labour of their women for_ their 11vel1hood

The total amount of capital that is said to :be inves-
ted in the trade of this centre amounts to Rs. 100,000.
The cloth manufactured here is exported to the Mysore
Dominions, and the nelghbourmg districts. The Kandu-
pan sarees in dlﬂerent colours and borders which are
manufactured in this centre are worn by the ‘women of
the Deccan. The imitation silk, Melulakhi, Khirudalaki,
Nimbavalanchu, Parrot beak border, Mukku anchu, *
Yarn silk karri vallalu are some of the varieties' which
are manufactured in Oravakonda. These sarees are
usually worn by: women employed on the tea and coffee
plantations of south India. ' ,

"There are about 1500 looms in- ‘this' town’ and-
another 1,000 in the neighbouring villages. ‘Most of the
~workers are wage-earners working in their own houses
on their own- looms, but with the yarn advanced by the
employers. They are paid plece-rate Wages "They

N I, “ “Anchu’ is au Andhra word, meaning Border
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are all g1ven Rs 20 to 200 eaoh 28 an ad?vance

'free of mterest by these employers ar}d very few-of

o

them gn/able to clear those debts, They stand 1n the
,same relatmn to them' employers as those in Adom e;gcept
for two,facts They are_more demorahsed and thelr
employers are less able to support them durmg t1mes of

'slack trade than those 1n the other ;pwn They dr1nL~
4 ;
'very heavlly and bhey are hopelessly lazy They are

most - umrustworxhy al-a 0 the employers are trymg

their' best’ to increase the number of Workers i thelr
Workshops Slnce they cannot help 1t t}:}e Worl;ers have
become by this’ time. qu1te aeousLomed to Worlurg in
employers Workshops Unfortunauely for the employers,
neither the numiber nor' the size of their faetorles can
be increased: because of the congestion of: hommg i the

toW;u,..; SR we e e SR T

I’lliere~are about .)00 lpoms workeﬂ by mdependept
a1 tlsa‘ns who borroyv money and yarn from the Marwarls
and sell the _cloth to the merchant that goes to them
They have of late become very heavﬂy mdeble@ and
they are charged IQA mterest and, tlrey can therefore be
considered as. helpless as the . Wﬁge earn ers_ R
W e e b SRS I S P SRR RS TR S O
: -‘L.It had been-a common -pracmce:m' ihis town for:-the
employers to invoke the aid of the ‘Breaches of-Coutract
Act! which was happily,, repealed in. Aprll 1925, t0; bricg
back;the, Workers who. run. ayay, from tnne .tq time to
othe;r places, because they (the. worlxers) could not;pay,
baek the; advances g1ve1r to them The, treatment accor:,
ded.: to the Workers is, really mhu,man, ;unbearable and,
drsgustmg "The workers are supposed to be a sort of
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. gexfsiof the employers.. They -are thrashed brutally ‘and|
sometimes they: iare even'imprisoned: withi-mo: food. T ’
was informed by the: Secretaty of the local Qo-operdtive
society on whose evidence: I.can rely, ‘that once there ‘'was
.a. worker who, when hewas:brought before:a Magistrate
.on a.charge of having run: away-from his- employer-and
asked .by - hiyn, whethen: he: wowld prefer ~$6:igo to! his
employer or jail, quickly replied that he would rathér: go
to jail. If the employers treat the workers very, badly,
the latter refuse to work and, a,ny a.mount of scoldlng and
thrashmg w1ll not mduce them to return to Work )

Commercial Organisation: '_Th’e" employets‘ do not' é,d-
vertise their: cloth.” The buyers: go ‘to’ Oralvakénida, ‘and
pay 3% commission to the- employer | who' gelly ‘them cloth
worth Rs. 100 to r150 at & timé, “on'‘thrée- mon’thé credlﬁ
free of interest. “The employers “often try’to ‘cheat the
buyers by pa.dsmg ‘s, eoth ' as! ‘broadet than' it'is, thus
hoping toimdke thiee'annad per saree: *bp aﬁ)out Bi% ‘in
all. Through this--bad: practice, 'the/good’ name of the
market is suffering. ‘Mhe :ed-operativei society: eharges
only 1% commission and " does" niot follow- thie ‘bad prac-
tices: of the émployers.’ : But.:it  sells for ready’ cash. Tt
has advertlsed its ‘cloth in all'‘the--chief conSummg ‘bén-"
tres but relies ma.inly 'upon tﬁef present pra.ctlcé of selhng"

on comm1ssmn

. Mungani System. In. Kyrpaol,Fadpatri, Praddatur
and Nagari centres,, the Mnngani System. ofj oxganisation:
is, geperally .preyalent; There arg three, pazties. undex
th;s: system.:—the capitalist,, the: actual employer and.
the ;workers, - 'The: Capitalist wdvances yarn at. the:
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market rate to the employer and sometimes lends him-
some money. The latter agrees inreturn to sell the
cloth. of . equlva.lent weight to the same capitalist at
the market rate p‘revalent on the ‘day of delivery. This
employer engages one to ten workers to work for him.

Some workers are allowed to work in their own houses,
while others are obliged to work in the employer’s work-
shop.

.

The ca.pita.hst’ always tries to sell a box of yarn at a
higher price than the ma.rket rate and he can do so, be-
cause the employer is in dire need of supplies of yarn to
carry on his work and to keep his employees working.
The employer on the other hand attempts to sell the
cldth, manufactured from the yarn so advanced, to other
merchants when prices are much. higher than those
which his own capitalist is ready to offer. It is evident
that such employers have to bear the brunt of fluctua-
tions in both yarn and cloth’ market; for a fall in the
price of cloth, when no compensating factors are
present, is erough to ruin therh. #t the same time this
system creates chances for . hundreds of pushful artisans
to rise from the ranks through thrift, organising capacity
and skill in risk taking. But employers of ordinary skill
quickly lose their ‘pla.c-es whenever any violent flucina-
tions in prices oceur and descend to the ranks of emplo-
yees again.

The weavers who have their own houses and who
are trusted by the employers are allowed to work in-
their own houses with the yarn given out by the emplo
yers. They receive piece-rate wages, when the cloth is
finished. But the other weavers who are in & greater
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1umber thaxn the forther “are not. trusted With the mate-
rials and ‘80 have'to workin the workshops, on the' looms
supplied by ‘the employers. The" employers advance ‘the
monies; ‘whenever riceded, to their workers of all kmds
The workers usually “have to borrow, Whénever they
‘have to-celebrate’a marrlage or‘a feast'or to'pay a doctor
The employers can easily “compel” these Workers to go
without sdme ‘ehjoyment or £6 postpone & marnage

Kurnool Centre.*’

-Kurnool -is the "third big ‘centre upon which meore
than 20 ‘villages are dependent for the supplies of yarn
and for the disposal of cloth. The weaving business of .
this centre is controlled by afew yarn merchants and a
host of small employers. Nayapattu Batees, ! Ravikas,
Susis, 2 rough' Dhoties and ordinary dyed sareées are
manufactured in this centre apart from the very impor-
tant silk’ weaving industry' of Kodumudu, a village abott
20 miles away from the town’of Kurnool. L

The weavers of this centre are e1ther mdependent
artrSams or Munga,m WOrI«:ers The former belong mostly
to the neighbouring villages, while ‘the Tatter predom1-
nate in Kurnool ﬁown Mr S'a,le Subba.nna of Kurnool

*Kurnool Centre:—

Place No. of looms.
Kurnool : : 815
. Maddigara S 100
Kallur - . 100
J olapur ‘ 150
Kodumudu 750
© Total . 1775,

i. “Madé of itnitation sill, ) 2. Worn b; 'l;/lu:t;lman women

3
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fsays that there are only 50 looms in the town which are

| worked - by independent artisans. These indeperdent
artisans get yarn on credit from the local merchants and
pay a high rate of interest on the credit given. But they
are free tosell to whomsoever they like. They usually
have some lands and some credit with the merchanis.
But 90% of the weavers of this centre are Mungani
workers. As usual, these are poor, heavily indebted and
devoid of all credit.

The lot of the employers of the town is very un-
enviable indeed in view of the fact that the workers have
become very mobile, impatient of any control over them
and unwilling to pay back the advances given to them.
Being devoid of all sense of honour, having no property,
poésessing no good name to lose, these workers are be-
coming very untrustworthy, and the employers find it
quite impossible to carry on their trade under this Mun-
gani organisation. Before long these employers may be
reduced to the state of mere independant artisans, if not
coolies, and then will commence the trouble for the wor-
kers at large, because the market will be thoroughly dis-
located. The capitalists will then be obliged to begin to
give out work to the workers at large, on a piece-rate
basis, as is the practice in Adoni and Oravakonda.

Mr. Baburao, an employer in Kurnool, said, “ we
used to have 18 looms under us, but most of the workers
went away without payirg the advances given because
they feared they would never be able to clear them. We
have now only 5 looms workirg, two of which are work-
ed by my brothers, ard the rest by weavers, who have
rented each loom at 4 as. per month, We have lost
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nearly Rs. 2000 because of this bad faith on the part of
the workers.” This can be said a typical instarce of the
position of the employers. But it is wrong to conclude
that the workers are altogether demoralised because in
most cases such debts were contracted by their fore-
fathers and were accumulating under the onerous rates of
interest and the artisans do not feel bound to:clear them.
The workers, however, stand to lose through this prac-
tice in the long run. Itis true that they labour under
many disabilities and are glad to run away from the town.
But it would serve them better if they organise them-
selves well aud if their leaders put their case before the
employers and the country. However, the organisation
of the market in the surroundmg villages .is not so de-
moralised and the Munga.m System is still the rule there.
The cloth produced in. these villages is sold loca.lly to
ryots and the agricultural workers.

Commercial Organisation. The Muhammadan lungis
and susis are exported directly to Madras. -The 100 em-
ployers who deal in silk cloth export their goods to Bel-
lary market. They usually go themselves and sell them
in that market. The rough cloth is consumed locally.

Tadpatri Centre. Tadpatri is another very impor-
tant centre of handloom weaving and Yadaki isits wea-
ving suburb.. Peddapappur is quite a big centre, which
is controlled to a very great extent by Tadpatri mer-
chants. All the neighbouring ‘villages, are dependent
upon Kurnool and Pedapappur. There are 12 Marwaris
in these centres but they have not yet monopolised the
yarn market, and a few Vaisyas play quite an important
part init. ‘'The Marwaris as well as the Vaisyas advance
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yarn_ to employers, and make at least 15% profit:on such
sales, and the former charge,-18% and the latter 12%:in-
terest on the purchases of yarn, from the.day of purchase.
These .people do not.deal . with..Mungani  employers.

< There are in addition about 12 -capitalist employers
who .engage -many :Murgani employers. One “of - them .
gives the following account of his business .“We buy all
our yarn'in this market from-the Marwaris because we
find it more .profitable :than to .import: directly from
Bombay Marwaris. Then we.get the yarn dyed by our
workers. .<\We have four workers -to do'this-and we pay
three of them at Rs. 18. .each and 8s. 8. to the other as
he is a boy of 18 years. ~We use -Alizarine, Nepthal and
Congo colours, which we buy.from companies in' Bombay
and Madras..'We dye yarn at 8s,.6/-per 10 ]bs.-About 20
people are buying from .us:800 boxes of 10 Ibs. each:of
dyed yarn per month. In this business we get about 4
apnas, per. bundle ag profit. Cuddapah Kamalapur, Jam-
mala.madugu, Prodda.tur merchants are our customers..
We have 25 Mungam employers, to whom we give out
a,bout 100 boxes of yarn in a month. They come mainly
from Ta.dpatn, Bodapalle, Erragudi ard Sammalur. The
people of all other villages buy yarn on one month's
credit free of interest and they sell their cloth indepen-
dently, But they have to pay 12% interest for the period
that elapses after .the first month. They take yarn
Worth Rs 30 to 60 each. The 25 Mungam employers
usually give Rs. 2() t0.30 as advance to each of their
workers and get them to work regularly in their’ own
workshops if posgible, otherwise inthe houses of the
workers themselves” A Vaisya merchant complains
that the mi]l owners of Bombay sell yarn to Marwaris at:
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special prfces and charge only 6% interest and give one
or two, months credit, but they:iusist upon ready cash~
if the Va,lsyas want . to buy.

The (_lg_gg business is organised into another branch °
and is mostly controlled . by small men who have each a-
capital of about Rs. 2000 and who work ‘with the aid. of
5to 10 people. The employers and the merchants.give
their yarn to these masters in dying and pay them accor-
ding to the number of yards dyed. The dyers have fo
buy the dyes and maintain their workers. The emplo-
yees in this business are usually paid monthly salaries
ranging from Rs. 8to 15 a month. Only very highly
skilled workers are paid Rs. 15/- each per month.
There are 15 big houses and 20 small ones in this branch.

The Mungani System claims 90% of the workers and
the res are coolies working under the artisans engaged
by the Mungani employers. The Commercial: System
does not differ from that prevalent in the Kurnool centre.
Most of the cloth manufactured here is exported to the
Mysore Dominiors.

Proddatur Centre. Proddatur and- Ja.mma.lama.dugu
form an independent centre and almost the same condi
tions as are found in Kurnool prevail here. Here is an

, account of the extensive business of Mr. Nagumayya of
Proddatur. He imports yarn from Madura, Madras,
Bombay, and Hubli. He says “We borrow money at
9% and invest it on yarn. We sell yarn worth one lakh
of 'Rupees in a year, out of which we give out yarn
worth Rs. 50,000 to merchants of the neighbouring
vﬂ]ages ard the rest of the yarn is given directly to our
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Mungani employers. There are 150 Mungani employers
under us and each of them takes yarn worth Rs. 100 to
150 at a time, He also takes five to six Rupees from time
to time before clearing his debts. According to our
special system of Mungani, we agree to take sarees at
fixed prices, thus lessening " the risk borne by our Muz-
gani employers.” This special Mungani System is very
advantageous ‘to the weavers, as it lessens the fear of
fluctuations in prices of cloth.

Most of the merchants of this town complain that
they find it unprofitable to give work under this spectal
Mungani System as the quality of cloth brought to
them by the Mungani employers is very inferior and they
are obliged to take even such cloth according to this
system. The employers do not take the cloth to the
merchants just when ‘it is in great demand but sell it
in the market to small hawkers who pay higher
prices. But when the market is dull, they find it more
profitable to take as much cloth as possible to their
regular merchants. Naturally, the merchants do not
like this bad faith and it is no wonder that some of them
like Mr. Nagumayya have begun to deal with the in-
dependent artisans and other weavers directly without
the intervention of these Mungani weavers. And yet
another reason for this tendency is that the merchants
are unable to secure for their well woven cloth better
prices than those realised by the hawkers for cloth
which is much inferior. ’

Lotus Lines, Larkky, Bounty Lotus, Maheswari,
Tilakampetu, Paris Petu, white border are some of the
varieties manufactured in Proddatur.
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Jammalamadugu Centre. Jammalamadugu is the chief
centre for the Jammalamadugu Taluk and there are nearly
1500 looms in the town. Most of the employers of this
town used to depend upon the Proddatur merchants and
Mr. Nagumayya himself has to-day 60 to 70 thousand
Rupees of yarn business with the merchants of this
place. But three years ago, some of these merchants
became insolvent and so the Proddatur merchants gave
up giving credit to them. Mr. Nagumayya depends upon
the Mungani System in his business with this town, in
which there are at present only four merchants who im-
port yarn independently and carry on a big business.

The commercial organisation does not differ in its
essentials from that prevailing in Adoni. Mr. Nagumayya
says, “ When we sell our cloth we give our customers
long time credit for 3 to 4 months free of interest.” The
cloth of this centre is exported to Dharwar, Hubli, Bel-
gaum and other parts of the Bombay Presidency. The
merchants here get their orders usually through letters.
from their regular customers. Ever since the com-
petition of the Sholapur mills these merchants have been
obliged to give such long and free credit but formerly
they used to charge 12% interest from the day of
purchase.

Nagari Centre :—Ekambrakuppam, Nagari, Puitur,
Proddaturpettah and Ammavarikuppam, all form another
centre which controls most of the weavirg industry of
the Chittoor District. There are 8 big merchants in
Nagari, who import yarn directly from Madras. They
‘give yarn on credit to the merchants of the neighbour-
ing villages. Puttur has eight big merchants who
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import yarn from-Madras, Bellary, Nagari and Madura.
They sell Rs. 2000 worth of yarn per week. Half of the
morey invesfed on yarn comes back within a week after
the sale is effected and the other half during the secord
week. These people are-doing very little business owing
to the recent slump in the cloth market. But in normal
times, each of these merchanis'is able to earn Rs. 300 to
400 a month, after realising 12% interest on the money
invested. Most of the merchants say that they are able
to make Rs. 4 per month on each of their workers,
during rormal times. Mungani System is specially
prevalent in' the Nagari' and its neighbourhood. But
piece-rate wages are paid to most of the workers in
Puttur and its neighbourhood.

The cloth manufactured in this centfe is exported to
Kalahasti, Gudur, Nelloré¢, Mysore Dominions and Con-
jeevaram. Thé kiles ate sent to the Madras merchants.
But most of the cloth produced hereis rough dhoties
ahd satrees ard is locally consumed.

The Commercial Organisation of Silk.and ‘Lace’
Weaving Centres. Rayadrug, in which silk sarees are
produced on a large scale, sends out no special agents to
advertise its marufactures. The capitalist employers,
who predomirate in this town, keep their stocks of
‘cloth in their own dark ad squalid houses, which can
‘only be reached with very great difficulty through
"crooked lanes inthe most irsanitary part of the town,
and wait for the merchants of the corsuming centres to
go to them and buy their cloth. There is‘'a’ Thursday
market in the town but they think it beneath their dig-
nity to offer their sarees in it for sale. Eyen those
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who manufacture cotton cloth do not exhibit their cloth
but sell it to some three people who resell it in the
market. Everyone of these merchants has some custo-

. mers m d1fferent consummg centres, to each’ of whom

he a&vances Rs.” 500 01000 worth of goods on free
credlt expec’cmg to be paa& back in a month or two.

In Bellary, the mercha.nts keep then' stocks in very

"attra.ctxve rooms, close to the h1gh ,roa,d a.nd d1sp1ay their

w

sarees .in .the most allurlng _W_a.y in glass cases The
Rayadrug .and Bellary ,s'il‘k. sarees are exported to the
Mysore Dominians. - The excellept silk'sarees, manufac-
tured in Dharmavaram are exported to Madras, Ban-
galore, Mysore, Kumbakonam, Srirangam, Trichinopoly
and the Northern Circars. The merchants of these
places go to Dharmavaram and buy the stocks. There
are only five big merchants in the town and they sell
their sarees at the same prices, since they understand
that it is in their interests to do so. They give
2! months credit to the buyers who each take 20 to 50
sarees costing Rs. 1000 to 2000 at a time and it will be
3 months before the money is collected fully. Very
often the Dharmavaram merchants are obliged to send
their agents to collect the arrears. The Madhavaram
laced goods are exported to all parts of the Circars,
Mysore Dominions, the Ceded Districts and the Tamil
Country. The employers of this place send their agents
to see their customers ; collect the arrears and secure
fresh orders. The buyers also come to Madhavaram,
dunng the marnage seagon.

" Pullampettah. Mr. N. V. Subbiah, the most promi-
neit capitalist employer of Pullampettah says: “ Our
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advertising branch is very ill developed. Only small
merchants go and sell their cloth in other places. The
rest stay here, get orders from their customers and
export the cloth to them. They send agents to canvass
for orders among-these customers. They give cloth on
one month’s credit, free of interest and say. that they will
charge 12% interest afterwards, But actually no such
interest is ‘charged. There is no competition between
Madhavaram and our place Every-thing' depends upon
the customary prices and wages. Through a peculiar
development of the industry, some of our merchants deal
only with - the Cii'éa.rs, some others with the Tamil
country and so'on and they ‘never encroa.ch upon one
another 8 sphere of mﬂuenee ~

Competition. l‘he bholapur mxlls are coming mto
competition with the cloth manufactured in Oravakonda.
and Adoni and .the handloom weavers are losing very
heavily in their exports to the Mysore provinces. because
of this competition. Mr. Ramdas, the Secretary of the
Co-operative Weavers’ Association” of Oravakonda said
in April 1925. . ““ The mills sent their agents in groups
to every village some ten years ago and they took our
samples -and helped the mills. to prepare for the com-
petition. They began to advertise their new cloths and
after a high stage of development, the agents were stop-
ped Now the mills keep only wholesale dealers.” The
Imll-ma.de-cloth is fast in colour, exactly 8 yards long
-and its weaving is far better. All the handloom weaving
pla,ces are adversely affected by this competition because

~ their cloth is four annas dearer than the'mlll-ma.de-cloth

Before the war, weavers were not used to weave white
.1 oth but during the war many people took to wearing
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white garments ard so there had sprungup a great irade.
in. this- centre.- After the war, the demand for these:
white clothes has fallen because of the foreign com-
petition. Weavers can only sell at ‘8 to 9 As. a square
yard and though there is amother kind of -white cloth at
4 to 5 annas a yard it shrinks. The Chinese grey cloth is.
sold in this place.at 63 As. per yard. So it is 1mpos31ble
for them to compete with the foreign as well ds Indian
mlll-made-clofh Orava.konda weavers have fo compete
with the manufactures of handlooms of ofher p]aces, for
instance, Kos:gl sareés, Con]eevaram sarées, Pappur
sarees are all sold much cheaper than-the Oravakonda
sarees. They are all losmg in this’ competmon ‘because
fhey merely want to get rid of the stocks on’ hard.. The
handloom weavers of all these places are producing
more and more - to Jessen the prices but irdirectly they
are only competing wiith each other ard bringirg their
disaster, nearer and nearer through this short sighted,
cut-throat competitior. '

The Tadpatri cloth also is coming into -conflict
with the Indian-mill-made cloth in its supply to the
Mysore market. .Day by day, the weavers find it impos-
_sible to stand before the competition -of the mills.
Everything depends upon the experiments that are being
made by the Textile Department to bring ‘out their.
sizing machine and to get it exploited by the handloom
weavers because it.is in this direction, econmomies of
manufacture can be effected in the handloom weaving
industry. Unless the organisation of the industry is
‘bettered in many respects it is impossible for it to hold
its Mysore markeis any longer. Within the Mahrattas
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country, the hand-loom weavers of the! Proddatur centre
‘have had a practical monopoly'in the past but the Indian

mills have gradually begun to compete more successfully

and before long the'Proddattur centre will be put in the

same- Helpless positlon as that of Oravakonda, Adoni,

and 'I‘adpa.trx P

any. progfess a.t a.ll a.nd 1f 1t were to g1ve employment to

more people at better wages and under better conditions,

it.cannot afford to go on with this very defective commer-
cial organisation. Nowhere  in the whole of these five

districts can any -of these merchants find any accomada-

tion with any bank whatever, * Every one of them is
obliged to keep 5 to 10 thousand rupees locked up with
their customers free of interest for a period of 3 to 4
months. Nowhere iu the whole of the presidency can
we find any  big shop co;respondmg to the Whiteaway

Laidlaw or Chellaram to advertise the production of the
handlooms. If the handlooms were to compete with the

mills with sny advantage, there should be regular

travelling agents who would go on advertising the goods

of different places. There should be appointed Trade

Comntissioners both in the Nizam and Mysore Dominions

to gather information about the present and prospective

demand for the goods of the handlooms, the position of

the mill-made goods' ¢ompared with the handloom goods

" 1. The lmperial' Bask of India has branchs in ths : 4 Capital towns of the Ceded Dis-
teicts but-its charter .does dot. allowit to give credit without collateral securities of to
ﬁnuu ,Indunry The merchnts are often unable to provndz ‘such securities and those who
can give them are nnnble to persuurle the English Agents of the Bauk to trust them,  The
Co-operative Credit ‘movement is mot .even able to help the ryots who control it and js

nat willing ta help weavers,
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inthe same market and in- short the condition of the
market for the hand-woven goods of these provinces and
. to publish it in such a way as can be understood by the
handloom weavers. The Government should establish a
commercial intelligence department which would be
publishing Periodicals in which the condition of the cloth’
market, the position of the handloom woven goods and
the possible ways of competing with the mill-made goods
would be demonstrated for the advantage of the weavers.
It is also necessary that practical hints should be given
to introduce new designs, and to popularise the use of
better machines among the weavers. Everyone of the
centres we have discussed, needs more than 10 lakhs of \
Rupees and some of them like Adoni and Madhavaram '
want 20-30 lakhs of Rupees to finance their respective
businesses in cloth. But if their business were to be
devoloped to its maximum capacity, nearly 6 times as
much capital is needed and it is not necessary to produce
any great proof to say that such money is not available
at present in any of these centres. Therefore, we need
a special bank in the Ceded Districts to finance the
weaving business. .The bank would also be able to
realise very high dividends in view of the fact that there
is an extensive credit business done in this industry and
that very high rates of interest prevail at present which
are only an outward demonstration of an unsatisfying’
and unsatiable demand for money. :



CHAPTER II.

INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL
~ ORGANISATION.

Northern “Circars: We have ten big handloom-
weaving centres in [the Circars, namely Kalahasti-and
Venkatagiri centre, Chirala and Vetapalem centre, Bhat-"
tiprolu centre, Pedana centre, Ellore and Pentapadu.
centre, Pa.la.kole centre, Ambajeepettah centre, Peddapur
and Uppada centre, Vizianagaram centre, bh1cacole,
Santa Bommali and Ichhapur centre.

The most important kinds of cloth produced i in these
districts are kiles, ! head rumals, 2 dhoties and sarees
which are consumed locally and also petu®and silk cloths.

With regard to kiles, Kalahasti, Venkatagiri, Chi-
rala, Vetapalem, Ellore and Pedana have all the same
kind of organisation. Merchants buy the yarn in Madras
and they sell a part:of it to smaller merchants. and both
these give the yarn out to weavers, to be worked into kile
pieces. Both the big and the small merchants have to
go to Madras to sell their cloth. Only for a fortnight,

I, Kilas is the name givea to Muhammadan clothing, Susis are wor'lvby their wemen
and lungis by men, Both susis and Jungis are called kiles,

2. Head Rumals are clothes wora by Deccancse as turbaus, They are plain white
lothes with very borders.

3. Petu border cloths are dhoties aad upper-closhs with borders in which intricate
designs aretmterwoven. They are worn in the Cirears by Brahmirs and higher middle classes
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just before Ranjan, ! the Madras Merchants go to these
merchants in various places to get the number of pieces
they want. At all other timés of the year, it is the mer-
chants of the ma.nufa.cturmg centres who go to Madras
and canvass for orders. Very often they are: obliged to
stay for long or dispose of their goods at dead cheap
rates, owing to the temporary or permanent dullness of

. the market, and the merehants in Madras are masters of

the situation and dictate their ownsterms. Having spe-
culated upon the markets of Madras and having gone to

_Madras with all their money in the form of goods, these

y
—

mercha.nt-employem are at times' compelled to sell at
very low rates, in: order to buy new stocks of yarn to get-
thln,gs going at home. The kiles -are exported to Singa-
pore; Penahg, ‘ Saigon, Aden,’ East Africa for the Muham-
madan emigrants. of Tndia and the export merchants of
Madras are paid in foreign money. If the exchange:turns
aga.mst i:he tra.de, .28 it has done in the years 1925-27
then for the sa.me amount of cloth ‘3 less. amount of
money in rupees is got and so, the wages paid to the
workers are correspondingly. reduced. " The appreciation
of tbe rupee in, relation to other moniés, is! aga.mst the.
mterests of these weavers. "

There is not much’ fear of foreign’ competmon a8
regar&s k1les, for, it is a specm.l kind ‘of manufacture and.
there are 8o many different demgns and patterns for each
of which thére is only ‘a small demand. And so it would
be pra.ctma.lly impossible to manufacture it on machine

looms. " The Germans. tried fo produce them just before

_ the war and succeeded to.some extent.. .But the Singha-

lese found that mosquitoes could bite through them

- 1. A fesive period of a fortaight for the Mnsnlmam when most Muhammad <ns buy most
of their clothing for- ersuing year o
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and so they preferred the kiles of our looms, which
are mosquito proof. No other attempt has been made
till now to produce kiles on machire looms. Though
skill is not well remurerated by the work on the kiles,
industry i8 better paid in this work than in anythicg else,
except in the case of the head -rumals and the Madras
handkerchiefs. The more a worker produces, the more
he is paid and it is more easy to produce greater quanti-
ties of kiles than any other cloth. So, there is just that
margin of remuneration between a lazy and an industri-
ous worker which is lackirg in the manufacture of
sarees. Men and women can work on this, so light is
the work. The fly shuttle is handy and the loom is very
light and easy and can therefore be worked even by
young people, both boys and girls.

Rao Saheb Bardla Bapayysa of Vetapalem is the
only merchant of moffisil who ventured into interna-
tioral {rade ard crganised the market in Singapore.
He made alot of morey ard helped Vetapalem weavers
to get better wages. All other merchants rely upon the
Madras exporters ard are therefore subject to all kinds
of handicaps.

Head rumals are marufaclured in the Palakol and
Ambazeepettah centres and are chiefly exzported to
Bellary, Adoni, Raichur, Hyderabad, Sholapur Bagalkot,
Poona and other places up to Bombay. These rumals
are squares 2} x 24 yds. each, costing according to the
quality from 12 annas to 24 apnas in 40s, and Rs. 2-23 as.
each, in 80s. The wage paid per piece of 48 yds. is
Rs..9. Out of this, warping costs Rs. 1 and oil and canjee
another. rupee ard so the weaver is left with Rs.7
a piece. A weaver can produce two pleces a month and

can therefore earn Rs. 14.
Q
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Just the same kind of lack of foresight and organi-
sation which are common features of the Ceded Districts
are to be found here, in these merchants. They pay more
attention than they ought to, to the prices of yarn, but
they neglect the marketing side of their cloth. The
" merchants are concerned about the profits they can make

out of their sales of yarn and they do not seem to mind
much, if they cannot make any profit on the selling of
the cloth to the distant wholesale consumers. They give
credit to these wholesale dealers, free of interest and try
to recover the money as soon as possible. They are for-
tunately' not obliged to send their agents, as is the case
in the Ceded Districts, to collect their arrears and their
customers are rather prompt in paying. It is very diffi-
cult to see why the mills can not produce such rough
rumals, as most of these are. The weavers themselves
are unable to give any explanation, and yet they seem to
be utterly ignorant of the danger of competition which
may begin any day.

The weavers who are manufacturing white, dyed,
and rough cloths, are faring very badly in the Godavari
District because they depend upon the local consumption,

- which is very elastic owing to the merciless competition
of mill cloth. The prices of Kora-sine 1 of 40s have gone
down, from 20 to 24 Rs. in 1919 for 38 yards to Rs. 12.
in 1925, or nearly by 50%. On the other hand, the hand-
woven 5} Yds. cloth is sold for Rs. 2 to Rs. 2—2—0. or
a cloth of 38 yards sells at Rs. 14 to 14—14—0. To
manufacture 38 yards of cloth, 14 1bs."of yarn " at 12 as.
a pound, is necessary and so the yarn comes to Rs. 10-8-0,
sizing costs Rs. 2, while oil and canjee come tor10 as.,
whic‘h make a total of Rs. 13—2—6. Supposing :the

L. Ttisagrey cloth, worn by roor people in Inlia,
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whole piece is sold at the maximum price of Rs. 14-14-0,
then, the weaver is left with only Re 1-12-0. per piece.
If the price of yarn is less or the price of cloth more, the
remuneration of the weaver increases. If the costs of
gizing come down, then his carnings will rise.. For
instance, a worker, who gets his sizing done by others,
can prepare a piece in 4 week and so he earns Rs 7 per
month, while another, who does his own sixing, can
prepare only 3 pieces a month but can earn Rs 10-8-0, a
month. That is why most weavers do their own sizing
and thgir co-operative method of preparing the sizing, by
mutually helping each other, enables them to earn some-
thing more than they would, if sizing was done by others.

The grey goods, produced in Bhattiprolu, Ganjam and -
Vizagapatam Districts, are worn by the people in the
villages and so they depend upon this special demand.
The people of Repalle taluk have developed a taste for
hand-woven goods ever since the Non-co-operation move-
ment, but we cannot be sure how long this special demand
will last, and so the Bhattiprolu weavers may probably
have to face the same disaster as those of- Nagari
and Pentapadu centres. The people of the Ganjam and
Vizagapatam districts have not yet lost their liking for
rough and coarse cloth manufactured there and so the
weavers there, can hope to enjoy & stable demand for
some time to come. ‘

Petu border cloths are a new introduction whose
story is given in the fourth chapter. They are produced
in the Pedana and Ambajeepetta centres and are con-
sumed mostly in the Godavari, Krishna and Guntur
districts. There is a great future for the manufacture of
these cloths but the merchants should advertise their
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goods far more erergetically and directly than they do
at present. s

Venkatlagiri and Kalahasti. There are ten merchants
in Kalahasti who import and supply yarn to the weavers
who work in and arourd the place. There are as many
in Venkatagiri and five in Mallapettah. They pay piece-
work rates. They export the cloth to Madras and other
places.. These merchants import grey yarn from Madras
and dyed yarn from Madras, and Madura. Some of them
- engage hundreds of workers on piece-work rates. But
most of them sell their yarn on credit to smaller mer-
chants who have each 50 to 100 workers under them, and
charge them 24 to 36 per cent compourd interest from
the date of delivery. They are all making enormous
profits through this kind of transaction. Usually, they
buy the cloth from these smaller merchants and make
some profit in that way also.

There are akout ten merchant-employers in Kala-
hasti and Venkatagiri who have 50 to 100 weavers under
them. Each of these, has invested not less than
Rs. 20,000. Half of their capital is their own, and the
rest is borrowed at 12%. They get yarn from the Madras
merchants on credit, ard so, they have to pay Rs. 10-2-0.
for a box of yarn when the market rate is only Rs. 10.
in addition to the 12% interest from the day of purchase.

Kalahasti is noted more for its sarees of higher
counts than for its kiles. There is a great demand for
the sarees manufactured there and so, the workers feel
more secure than those employed on ‘kiles.” As an in-
telligent worker said, the trader in kiles cannot be said to
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be 80 secure nor is his trade so permanent. It is hard to
foretell what ‘competitiOn or substitutes, these kiles may
have to face. But in the trade in' sarees, there is no
such serious risk, of having to lose all, and every worker
knows the condition of things prevalent in that business.
But, where there is risk, there is a chance for bigger
profits, As a matter of fact, Venkatagiri owes its pros-
perity to the introduction of the kiles business, which
has existed there for.the last twenty years.

There are five merchants who .deal -specially in
sarees and all of them do their business with their own
money. They buy yarn in Madras, advance it to weavers,
get the cloth woven, and pay piece-rate wages and sell
these sarees in the country around Kalahasti All the
200 looms in Mallapettah of Venkatagiri are employed in
manufacturing ‘kiles’, and they are controlled by three
important merchants, Kasayya with. 100 looms, Kasa
Munjyya with 30 looms and Kottavari Veerayya with 30
looms. There are afew petty employers who engage
between them 40 weavers to work the other 40 looms-
The first three merchants purchase their yairn in Madras,
while the petty employers buy it in Venkatagiri. They -
all give out yarn to the workers who work in their own
houses. The Kiles, when ready, areé sold in Madras.

Therefore, practically all the workers, those emplo-
yed on sarees as well as those working on kiles, are ulti-
mately .dependant upon the capitalist employers, who
advance money and yarn to the small employers. - There
are a few scores of these small employers, who buy yarn
worth Rs. 100 to 200 at a time and they borrow that

money for a week or two if they have not taken the yarn
10
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‘on credit. Each of these employs five to ten workers.
They sell the cloth in the market. Every thing depends
upon the business capacity, organising skill, marketing
methods ‘and the cautious yet daring spirit of the capita-
list merchant-employers. If they are prosperous and
bring more yarn and money into the trade, then, there
will be greater employment for the workers and better
living for their families. ' '

This state of things has its risks and advantages.
If the merchants have a substantial capital and are cou-
rageous and if they have humane féelings as 18 the case
in Mallapettah, then the workers under them, canstruggle
through a period of trade depression more easily than
they can under the Mungani System. For instance, Kasa
‘Kasayya who has invested Rs. 100,000 has lost 20,000 this
year and yet he is reputed to bé supporting the hundred
families that are dependant upon him, by giving them
some work. Such a thing is impossible under the
‘Mungani System.

Chirala, Perala, Vetapalem, Pandillapalli and Ipuru-
palem are five important places in which more than 6000
looms are worked and a profitable and extensive dyeing
industry is carried on. Chirala and Perala are the mar-
keting centres for these places and Chirala is the most
important place in the district for handloom weaving.
The weaving population of this centre consists of commu-
nities, the Padmasales and the Devangas, the former pre-
dominating in Perala and the latter in Vetapalem. There
are ten big merchants in each of these two places, and
most of them are Vaisyas. There are also some Padma-
sale and Devanga merchants-but they are not so rich and
the Vaisya merchants are becoming richer and more
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numerous. The Vaisyas who monopolise the business of
importing yarn from Madras and Bombay, sell yarn to
other Vaisya, Devanga and Padmasale merchants. Most
of these Merchants, big and small, give out yarn to the
scores of weavers dependant upon each of them and pay
them piece-work wages. There is also another kind of
employers who simply buy yarn from the big importing
merchants on credit and who give oui yarn to weavers
and get cloths woven on exactly the same conditions.
Kiles, ordinary sarees, dhoties, the sarees woven with
fancy borders and patterns and ‘white, fine cloth, are
manufactured in this centre. Nearly 70% of the workers
are working on piece work rates and they are given an
advance of Rs. 100 to 200 each, free of interest. The
merchant-employer would like to deduct something from
the price of every saree or kile piece woven by the wea-
vers, towards the clearing of the debt, but he never can
do that, because he is not allowed to do so by the weavers
who are always begging him for further advances. And
so0, the weavers are ever in an enslaved condition and they
can never hope and have no incentive, to clear those
advances and to become independent.

There are also independent weavers who form 30%
of the total weaving population. Their work is conside-
red to be more profitable and healthy but they cannot
hope to depend upon merchants or employers when bad
times set in and therefore they must have some money
in store. The number of these weavers is increasing
and almost half of their present strength has risen from
the ranks of piece-workers during the last twenty years.
It is from these independent weavers that the small
employers and the petty merchants are rising.
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-

The method of remuneration is very simple. A
certain quantity of yarn is taken out from the employer
and so many yards of cloth are promised in return, for
which a particular customary wage is paid to the worker.
Whenevet;there -is a difference, the parties arrange
things by mutual - agreement. There is a “Weaving

.Committee” to safeguard the interests of the business as
a whole on which both the weavers and the employers
are equally represented and to which every dispute
which is not settled by mutual agreement is referred for
final settlement. Whenever anew.design or pattern is
adopted or invented, then, the wages that are to be paid
are seftled by the weaver and the merchant between
themselves'and those wages become the standard of
payment.

In Bhattiprolu centre, there was a big kile business
about eight years ago but it had to be given up because
of the fall of the good name of the cloth manufactured
there, owing to the bad practices of the workers. Being
assured of a continuous demand and big profits, the wea-
vers believed that they could do what they liked and so
they decreased the number of threads in the width and
- Bpoiled the designs.of the cloth and the texture of the
warp. This naturally told against.them in a few years
and soon the Bhattiprolu cloths could not be sold at all,
and so the merchants and workers. were compelled to
turn their attention to the manufacture of white cloths
of 60s to 100s. They find this business very profitable
at present. The ten to fifteen years boom in the kiles
- business, was sufficient to enable most of the weavers in
Bhattiprolu and Peteru towrs to clear the debts to their.
employers and to become irdependent artisans. They
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were also able to save small sums of money which have
ever since helped them to buy yarn and to maintain
themselves while working and to survive unfavourable
times. It was also in this period of boom that most of
the employers made their riches which they subsequent-
ly invested in land as they found the dealing in their
traditional business unprofitable, owing to the greater
independence of the workers. Thus 90% of the present
irdependent artisans who form 80% of the total weaving
population of the centre, rose out of the ranks of the
enslaved. ' '

But, it is doubtful how long the indepeéndent wea-
vers can retain their hard-won freedom, for, they are
dependent upon the rural demand for white cloth and
the moment that demand is satisfied by the mill made
cloth, their fate will be sealed. They cannot safely rely
" upon such an insecure demand and yet they are obliged
to do so at present as the good-will in their kiles trade has
gone. Having no control over them and being moved
purely by personal considerations rather than by the
interests of the whole centre, they are gradually lower-
ing prices for their particular cloths and this is affecting
the market very unfavourably. A perfect anarchy of
business conditions prevails now and this kind of short-
sighted independence is far worse than controlled ca,pi-]
talism. Their independence of employers and- debts, is
unlinked with co-operative efforts in the interests of the
whole community; and the social advantage of the exis-
tence of a number of independent artisans is neutralised
by their present condition of ignorance, business incapa-
city and lack . of social responsibility. The workers of
Peteru, Vellaturu and Kolluru are all dependent upon the

11
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Bhattiprolu market and they all get their supplies of
yarn from Bhattiprolu. The old merchants are still
carrying on their business in yarn but they have given
up manufacturing of cloth.

Kistna DI. Pedana is one of the most important and
prosperous centres of the handloom weavers of the Kistna
District and it is only next to Jaggayyapeta which is also
a silk weaving centre, in the Bezwada Taluk of the same
District. Three-fourths of the workers here are indepen-
dent artisans. There are only 100 weavers who are emplo-

. yed on piece work and their employers number 10. These
employers also sell yarn. Each of them has invested
{5 to 10 thousand Rupees or Rs 50 to 100 & worker. But
hey realise the money so invested in four months and
80, they do, in a year, Rs. 1500 to 300) business on each
worker. The employers, as well asthe independent artisans
of this place are more enterprising, pushful, enlightened
and educated than those in other centres and in business
capacity, they have very few rivals among the weavers
of the province. People from far and wide places go here,
with the hope that in such a big village, some kind of
supplementary work at least will be found and that they
will be better off here than in their own places. The
Mursiff says “Our population has increased by leaps and
bounds after the railway came.”

The great prosperity of this centre may be due more
to the ‘petu’ borders of their cloths. A very extensive
‘kiles’ trade is also carried on. These weavers work
harder and more efficiently than those in Chirala.
There is on the whole more intelligence displayed in the
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work done here than elsewhere. Also the purchasing
capagity of the people of these districts is higher because
most of the peasants have been benefitted by the Krishna
and Godavari irrigation projects. The higher prices
ruling for rice have brought them new prosperity and
consequently their tastes in clothing have increased
which are more carefully studied here in Pedana, than
elsewhere.

Ellore Centre. Cloths of 20s, 12s, 14s, 6s, 108, and
408 are woven in Ellore and (Pentapadu Centres.) The
yarn needed in Ellore is imported from Ahmedabad,
Madura, the Gokak Mill, Madras and Pandalapaka.
Here, threefourths of the weavers are independent arti-
sans and they buy the yarp from merchants and weave
the cloth and sell it in the market for ready cash. They
sometimes get yarn on credit and pay 12% to the mer-
chants from the day of theé purchase. The merchants
compete with each other and so there is not much mar-
gin left for them. It is to the advantage of weavers that
there should be such competition.

There are about 300 looms engaged in the manu-
facture of kiles and all the workers engaged onthem are
employed by some of the cloth or yarn merchants
mentioned above, on a piece work rate basis. But the

‘number of these workers is always liable to fluctuations,
w8 they move quite freely between the manufacture of
_the country saree and that of the kiles, and this naturally
“helps them to insure themselves against the fluctuations
in either trade. Those who are independent artisans
and who are able to buy usually yarn worth Rs. 25. with
their own money, form' a quarter of the total number of
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the weavers. The others have to get yarn and provisions

on credit. But usually money for food is borrowed frem
merchants other than those who deal in yaru or cloth.

It is often th'e rice mill owners, who advance rice at 12%
interest. There are 300 looms working on kiles, and one
fourth of the weavers are wage-earners, who are paid 10
annas out of the 15 annas remaining to their employers
on a pair of clothes after all the other expenses have
been met. Thus, while they are paid 66% per cent, the
employers get as much as 33} per cent ‘merely because
the workers have not got their own houses or looms or
capital. The women of such workers can somehow earn
13 annas per day. And so with the help of a wife, a
wage earner can earn as much as an independant artisan,
who can make only 8 as. 5 pies per day because his orga-
nisation is defective. -

But conditions in Pentapadu and ifs surroundings are
much more gloomy and discouraging. One of the biggest
merchants of the great Pentapadu market one Mr. Rao,
said in April 1925, “More people are using the foreign
cloth and we have been facing depression for the last
two years. Upto then we had been able to sell yarn
worth about Rs. 2000 a week and it has come down to
Rs. 1000 and for the last six months we have not been
able to sell yarn worth more thamr Rs. 600 a week.” All
the yarn sold in this market  is for cash. The chief
centres for the trade of this cotton yarn and cloth are
Dwarapudy, Rajahmundry and Pentapadu, Rajahmundry
serving as the chief local market for cotton yarn. There
are three more merchants in Pentapadu but their busi-
. ness is on a small scale and they get their yarn from
Ellore. Most of the yarn sold by Mr. Rao is imported
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frqm Madras, Bezwada, Dwarapudi and Cocanada There
are no cloth merchants, as all the cloth produced, is sold
in the weekly market to the local - consuiners. There is
not even one employer who is ready to employ Workers
The capitalists do not find it profitable for them to emp-
loy weavers. And so almost all the weavers depend on
‘their own scanty resources. If they buy yarn and pro-
duce cloth, they find that more often than not, they can
realise not.even the capital invested. I have actually
seen families, living solely upon “Sollu” ' & very ‘poor
cereal, and the stories of woe of .the families
whose budgets we shall discuss axc heart-rend-
ing. The bread winner of the first famlly is
able, after working day and night, with the help of his
very industrious and loyal wife, to earn only 3% annas a
day. The “Sollu” food they were going to take when I
visited, was very unpalatable to me and it had a very
unwelcome look about it, being dark brown in colour.
The second family is going through virtual sta.r\%a,ﬁiqn.
The third family is unemployed and the two able-bodied
men belonging to it cannot find any work. They are all
living in their employers’ houses and are paid 4 annas a
day for field work for which 6 annas is usually paid.

The weavers in Sringavriksham work for 11 hours
but they cannot earn enough to live an ordinary life
with sufficient food. Things in Bheemavaram are much
worse than in Pentapadu. T. Tafé.&;s;.rﬁsed to be a
weaver, but because he could not make his living by
weaving, he became a doctar. - 8. Lakshrilingam - could
" 1. Solluis a cereal which is akin to ‘Ragi" in colour but is much more dull lookaig and

poor in food value.

12
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make only Rs. 1—5—0 per month, even though he
worked at the rate of 11 hours a day, and produced 96
yards of cloth So he had to give up the work altoge-
ther. He is now living upon the proceeds of the sale of
his house and does not know what to do. A. Kotilingan:
a-piece worker under Kasa Bhogayya, who has _invested
Rs. 50,000 is faring far Detter, because he earns Rs. 8 ‘
a month. It is indeed an irony of fa‘e that the weavers
whose forefathers lived upon Rice and Cholam and got
on comfortably even during the disastrous Guntur famine
of 1830, are now reduced to utter penury, . helplessness

“and grim misery. It is indeed very unfortunate that their

sad condition should be overlooked by both the govern-

'ment and the people.

There are, in all, four thousand looms depending for
their work upon the Palakol market. A glance at-the
table given in the appendix suffices to show us that
the industry is not so centralised as it is in the Ceded
Districts, but that it is scattered in all the surrounding
villages. =Industry in these parts is entirely rural in
character, because there are here many well organised
and well known markets, in which it is very easy to sell
any amount of cloth.

The merchants who deal in both yarn and cloth, are
able to sell varn worth Rs. 15,000 a week in the weekly
market. Imports of 6s. to 150s. of yarn are coming but
mostly yarn of 20s to 40s is sold in great quantities, each
kind selling 10 bales a week. Dyed yarn also is got from
outside, as there is no separate dying industry in Palakol.

The outsta.ndmg feature of this centre is that the
yarn merchants do not employ many Weavers. The
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weavers themselves buy the yarn on the market day with
the money got by the sale of their cloth and they produce
plain white or coloured sarees which are consumed in
the country -around. Some ‘of them take the yarn on
credit but that practice is becoming rarer, because some
of the weavers do not like borrowing and some emplo-
yers are unwilling to advance on credit. The weavers
are therefore dependent upon the yarn merchants and
are also at the mercy of market fluctuations. It is these
people who }'na,vesuﬁered most in the present depression.
The weavers who.are employed upon manufacturing
head rumals or short turbans, are mostly dependent upon
the yarn merchants. They are given yarn and are'paid
according to the quantity of cloth woven. The Palakol
merchants are mnot the only people who advance mate-
rials to these weavers. We find a few merchants in
every place where there are moré than 50 looms, and
these people not only advance-'materials but also give
‘money now and then to help the wotkers to maintain
themselves while the cloth is being manufactured. In
Ambazeepettah, there are as many merchants as we find
in Palakcl, to finance- the business of head rumals. In
addition to these merchants, who, by the way, buy
their yarn and sell their cloth in Palakol'and Ambazee-
pettah markets, there are many petty employers who
employ two to five workers, to work along with them-
selves in their own houses on ‘their'own looms. The
system of monthly salaries is not infavour with either
party and the 60% of the weavers who are wage earners
in these two centres, are all piece-rate workers. }
It is not difficult to see why, while the trade in
sarees is entirely left to the weavers, the business in
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head rumals is centralised like that of kiles, in the hands -
- of the merchant employers. The demand for sarees is not
80 great nor.is-it sostable. The saree market is constantly
. harassed by foreign and Indian Mill competition. Natu-
- rally, the capitalists are not interested in it except to the
extent of supplying yarn and making what little they can,
out of that single transaction, Also the merchants who
"deal in sarees have no other intermediary merchants,
-who can share with themselves the risks of the trade
and so they have to bear the whole burden of an adverse
- competition.. But, in the case of the head rumals or
Kiles, there are merchants who cannot deal directly
with producers, and they give orders on a large scale to
the yarn merchants of Ambajeepetta and Palakol for
these Rumals and to the merchants of the various places,
for the Kiles. And so these local merchants depend
upon these distant wholesale consumers for their business.
To meet the orders thus placed with them they should
have weavers under them who are always ready to manu-
facture a certain quantity of cloth by a fixed date or in &
certain period. This has given birth to the wage system
in the manufacture of head rumals and kiles. -Ambajee-
pettah market has one characteristic of its own, which
is not shared by that of Palakol, namely, the greater
supply. of fine bordered sarees and rumals. These cloths
are usually made by independant artisans, who as a
"matter of fact, owe their freedom to this special manu-
facture, which is much more remunerative than that of
ordinary sarees or rumals. But these weavers number
only a hundred or two in this centre. In this connec-
tion the story of the decay of Narasapuram, cannot be
out of place. There used to be 25 Master weavers, who
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employed 2 to 8 workers each. They have all given up
their business owing to the lack of profits. The only
dying industry which was carried on in this neighbour-
hood, was carried in this place. It was monopolised by
one Master Dyer, Akasapu Guravayya, who used to have,"
upto 1924, 35 looms working for him, with the yarn dyed
by himself. He used to export his cloths to Madras,
Rangoon, Secunderabad, Ellore, Cocanada, Berhampore
and Cuttack. Until 1922 he used to supply the 350
looms of Narasapuram with his dyed yarn and so his
business was really carried on, on a very large scale.
But the price of a saree was formerly Rs. 3-12-0 while
the present price is only Rs. 2—8—0. This has affected
his business to such an extent that on every saree he
manufactures, he loses 5 annas. So he lost the whole of
his Rs. 5000 capital and has dismissed all his workers,
and is -now living upon loans, advanced on his house,
which is the only property remaining to him. So, the
number of looms that are worked in Narasapuram has
gone down to fifty, and the former employers have them-
selves become ordinary weavers and they are now
-trying to make their living out of weaving. This is
only one instance of many such disasters that have
befallen many a cenire of handloom weaving.

Uppada. There are four hundred looms in Uppada,
half of which are engaged upon silk weaving and the
other half upon cotton weaving. This centreisin a
decaying condition as regards the cotton weaving and
nearly 100 families have migrated to more prosperous
centres, such as Peddapuram and Pedana. There used
to be only 50 looms engaged on silk but their number

13
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has since increased. Uppada used to be a famous centre
for ‘lace work’ or gold thread work, and its articles
used to be exported to England and elsewhere. But now
“the workers are finding it wiser to abandon the manufac-
ture of cotton goods. This is entirely due to an abnormal
fall of prices and the failure of the weavers to adjust
their standard of living to the changed conditions.
Fifteen years ago, a box of ten pounds of yarn used to
cost 35 to 40 annas; its price rose to 200 annas during
the war; it went down to 100 annas after the war; and
now it has come up again to 140 annas. Fifteen years
ago, a- pair of rumals * for which Uppada was famous
- was sold at Rs. 2}; during the war at Rs. 5; and again
four years ago at Rs. 3 and during March 1925 the
marriage season at Rs. 3—6—0. Thus being pressed
from both sides, higher prices for yarn and lower prices
for the manufactured cloths the earnings of weavers
dwindled and they were left helpless. Many changed to
silk_weaving and others decided to migrate. The atmos-
phere in Uppada is how charged with despondency.

Uppada produces these rumals to be sold during the
marriage seasons and 8o, is obliged to keep a large quan-
tity of cloth in stock, thereby locking up many lakhs of
Rupees. When employers were better off and capitalists
more prosperous, it was found that large stocks of
cloth should be bought and reserved for the marriage

"season. But now there is no one to undertake
this risky task. So, the trade is in a serious danger of
dying out. All the employers have reduced the number
" of their employees and one of the richest and most
humanitarian employers said in March 1925, *I used to

1. Rumals is an Andhra word, meaniog short uppsr cleths,
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employ 100 weavers until nine months back: Now I
have only 40 looms to work.” This gentleman applied
for Government help in the way of a loan at 6%.
Mr. Amalsad, the Government Textile HExpert went to that
place and made all possible enquiries but nothing mate-
rial has yet resulted. The merchants there, are ready to
give all their properties as securities for such a loan and
they only want sufficient capital for stocking the rumals
until the marriage seasons commence, when all the cloth
available, can be sold. What is more, the employer
referred above has offered interest to pay at 12 as. 9 ps.
per Rs. 100 on the 20,000 Rs. loan he asked for. If the
Government can see its way to help such employers or
to finance the co-operative Societies which try to finance
such seasonal demands, much assistance can be rendered
'to the weaving populations of Uppada and such other
places. '

The tendency : to substitute silk weaving for cotton
weaving which we have observed to have worked itself
out in Dharmavaram, is also manifest in Peddapuram
and Uppada. It was in 1913 that silk weaving was
" commenced in Peddapuram on only 3 looms, by Messrs.
Somaraju Brothers. As the war progressed. there arose
a boom in the silk trade and the Brothers found it very
profitable to carry. on their trade on a large scale, By

1920, the number of looms under them was increased
upto 300, but aftér the war, foreign competition began
‘and so the trade slackned. They are now able to employ
only 150 looms. They were getting during the war 6%
profit excluding the 12% interest on the capital outlay.
At one time, this centre was chiefly devoted to cotton
weaving and the Brothers used to have 400 weavers
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working for them. They persuaded most of them to
become silk weavers. The weavers of cotton goods do
not get enough to make their living, and so they are
glad to send one or two members of their families to-
work in the local silk factory of the Brothers. They
could all work on silk if the employers would employ
them, but the latter are not enthusiastic about taking
any more workers because of the present depression. In
Uppada and Peddapuram, all the weavers are entirely
dependent upon capitalist employers, and if the Govern-
ment does not finance the latter these weavers will have
to migrate to other centres in search of a living.

Weaving is carried on entirely as a rural industry in
the Ganjam and Vizagapatam districts. Anakapalli is
the centre for the industry of Anakapalli, Garavasireddi.
Bolugonda, and Viravalli Taluks of the Vizagpatam
district. All the cloth produced in the last two Taluks
is sold in Balijapalle, which gets its supplies of yarn from
Anakapalli. G. Krishnamoorthy, the biggest yarn mer-
chant in Anakapalle, said in May 1925 that he had been
able to sell only 60 to 70 bales of yarn in 1921 and pre-
vious years, while he was able to dispose of 125 bales a
month, during 1924, owing to the boom caused by the
Gandhi Movement ! in favour of Khaddar and Swadeshi. 2
Yarn of 20s, 30s, 40s and 11s is mostly sold in Anakapalle
and the rough cloth manufactured out of this yarn is
worn by 80% of the people who have been used to this
kind of cloth from immemorial times. .The same mer-
chant Krishnamoorthy says that on the Rs. 50,000

1. Gandhi Movement is an other name for the Noz-Co-operatioa Movement.

2. Swadeshi is a Hindi word which litera'ly means manufaciured in the coudtry.
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-invested by-him, he is able to'realise 18%-profit. ”I’hére
are six more. yarn-merchants in this centre’who sell"in
all 600 bales a month. Most of the village weavers
“are mdependent ‘workers and they themselves sell the
cloth in the local markets. There are a few master
‘'weavers also, 'Who.‘e'nh'p‘loyiaj few coolie weavers.

szzanagaram ‘There i8 one ermployer in V1z1a.na.garam
called A. Appanna who is said to be the: aoutest: and the
‘most unscrupulous, merchant of this pla.ce He employs
more than ‘a hundred weavers, whom he explo1ts mer«
cilessly. He has his ‘agents in Ichhapur and Ragah—
mundry and through “them, he sells his cloths at far
cheaper rates than those prevalhng for the cloths
locally manufactured. He is prospering Well though his
cloths do ‘not last longer than 6 months. By his évil
methods ‘he is able not only to strave the Weavers of
Vizianagaram but also -to ‘deprive ‘the weavers of
Rajahmundry and Ichhapur of their only means of live-
lihood. If only honest employers :can .show. -as much
ingenuity and enterprise in organising their’ industry as
Appanna does, the weavers would be fax better off. This
Appanna has two concubines, one in Ichhapur and anotheér
in Rajamundry and these women are able' to force up
the sales far better than his male agents. Ihdeed he
has become a wholesale merchant in Ichha,pur and the
Devangas and’ other ‘merchants buy ‘cloths “from him
and sell them in'the locdal markets. This'; manpays his'wea-
vers only Rs.13-4-0 for weaving 3sarées which usually take
aweek o make, and so a worker and his wife get only Rs 14
amonth. One such “exploited worker exclaimed, “Our
caste Devangas are also as great explmtets of our labour‘

12
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as the Vaisyas. The so-called communal sympathy does
not count when economic gain is the goal.”

Most. of the weavers of this city are wage-earners
who are ruthlessly exploited by their employers. But
the weavers of the surrounding villages are all indepen-
dent workers and they come to the city to buy yarn and
sell their cloths on the market day. They buy yarn
on credit from the merchants in the city at 18% interest
from the day of purchase. Most of these village weavers
have some lands of their own and they are very good
agricultural workers. Those who have no lands, get
employed in the fields and they get agricultural work for
14 weeks in the year. Some of these weavers enjoy
Inam'lands, in'return for certain duties to be performed
at religious festivals. These village weavers aresatisfied
if weaving can enable them to buy at least all other
necessaries, though not food.

(There are 7 Bombay Muhammadan merchants in
Vizianagaram who have invested about 8 lakhs of rupees
in this business)There are in addition 15 yarn merchants,
each of whom has invested from 5 to 50 thousand rupees.
Yarn of 20s and 11s is mostly consumed in this centre
and as much as 200 bales of yarn is sold per week in the
Sunday 2 Santa of the city.

Ponduru has again become famous for its very fine
hand-spinning, because of the Gandhi movement. But
weaving used to be a more profitable calling a few
decades back, because the weavers here were then the

1. Inam lands are those for which only a quitrent 15 paid to Goverament ‘and which were
at one tims granted by Hindu Rajahs etc,, to Brahmios. :
2. Santa is an Andhra word, standiey for a market.
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only pedple who were able to manufacture cloth with fine
Petu borders, and also because there existed an immense
trade in those days with Guntur, Madras, Chandranagar
and other distant places. But after the advent of the
railway the art of weaving Petu bordered cloths was
soon learnt by many people of different places and so
Ponduru lost its pre-eminence in this business. Ponduru
is known at present only for its fine spinning and for the
most expert hand-spinners in the wholé of the province.

About sixty years ago there used to be in Chicacole
a very big industry in cloth, organised by some English
merchants. These merchants used to give out yarn to
weavers. get the cloths manufactured and export the
finished goods to other countries. But they discontinued
their business suddenly about sixty years ago and the
weavers who were then ﬁt without any work, had to
take to some other occupation. They however continued
their time-honoured practice of handspinning and hence
their excellence in that art.

Beventy per cent of the cloth trade of Chicacole
centre is confined to rough clothr The peasants have
not yet taken kindly to mill made cloth, and so the wea-
“vers have been enjoying continued prosperity. The wea-
vers of Ichhapur, Santa-Bommali and Berhampur have
had their fair share of prosperity which has resulted
from the Gandhi Movement. The merchants of these
places depend for their supplies of yarn upon Vizia.na,g:fl.-
ram and Berhampore and their business is only to deal in
yarn, as the weavers -are mostly independent workers
who sell their cloth in the local markets.
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~Berhampore is noted for its silk weaving..‘The wea-
vers.of this place manufacture - mainly such ' silk; cloths
(madlpanchalu) as are worn by Brahmins, - Valsyas, etc.,
when they- take their food-or worship- their Gods. 'But
this centre like that of Peddapuram is going -through -a
serious depression of trade in silk cloth. - The ‘market
is controlled by a few big merchants who ‘sell* raishmi ?
“on credit, free of interest and they buy the cloth from
‘the weavers. Many weavers are piece-rate workers and
very few of them have sufficient capital to be able to
work with their own raw materials.. Those who have
any capital a.nd have developed thrifty habits, find it more
proﬁtable to employ two or three workers also. and to
ploduce more cloth for the, merchant-employers than
1t is to work by themselves

Those weavers who proguce cotton cloth number
about 150 and those who prodice silk ‘cloth number "400;
but the former are all ‘poorér and more helpless than
the latter. ‘The general tendency for ‘the ‘former is to
change into silk weavers and ‘many of ‘them “actually
have taken advantage of the last boom in silk trade and
have given up the weaving of cotton cloth. The num-
ber of those who  thus .manage to ¢hange their work
depends upon -whéther -the merchants “have ‘sufficient
belief in their ‘weavers’ solvency and good falth so a8 to
a.dvance them silk on credit.

Mr. Na.lla Sivayya, &mumclpa,l councillor and the
b1ggesb merchant of Vizianagaram says. “We give our
raw silk to weavers on credit, free of 1nterest on condi-
tlon that the cloth shall be sold to ns. "We get a proﬁt

1 Rueishmi is the Telugu word for silk thread which is in g it conditions for'weaving.
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of Rs. 3 when raw silk is sold to and as much more when
the cloth is bought from our weavers. Thus we make at
least Bs. 4 on every Rs. 20 invested. But the cloth is
usually on our hands for 6 months and so we cannot
expect to get on the whole morethan 12 per cent interest
on our capital, including profit.” There are 25 mer-
chants with Rs. 4000 to Rs. 5000 capital, seven with
Rs. 20,000 to Rs. 80,000 and one with Rs. 75,000. None
of.these borrows money at more than 9 per cent interest
but a weaver has to pay more than 12 per cent interest
whenever he borrows. The trade in silk cloth of Ber-
hampore is carried on  with 3 to 4 lakhs of rupees and
with, at the most, two turnings of the same money in a
year.

We have seen that in the Ceded Districts the futurc
progress of handloom weaving lies inthe direction of
introducing more capital and efficient and better trained
employers into the industry and the sate conclusion I
applies to the conditions of these districts also. Though
Mr. V. Bhavanarayana of Chirala has three looms, all
worked by members of his family, he is able to earn only
Rs. 28—8—0 per month because he is unable to make
any of the five women .in his family either to weave or
to employ themselves more fully than they do at preéenp.
He could have engaged three coolies, whom these women
-could have helped with warp. and weft and then he could
have made at least another Rs.12 per month. Mr. -
V. Subba.ra,yudu of the same place has 4 looms of which
2 are worked by coolies and he is able fo make Rs. 17-8-0
on these and another Rs. 85 on his other 2 looms, mak-
ing a total income of Rs. 52—S8—9 per month. His wife
and daughter help him with all the warp and weft neces-

" 15



58 THE HANDLOOM WEAVING INDUSTRY.

sary for the weaving. Mr. Guddanti Jagannadham of
Chirala has six looms, out of which four are worked by
coolies, whom he pays only half the money he receives
for the weaving of a piece. He goes once a month to
Madras with 25 pieces and realises through their sale at
least Rs. 12—8—0 more than he can get in Chirala. He
buys a box of yarn in Madras 4 anras cheaper than in
Chirala and so he makes another Rs.12—8—0 on the
purchase of yarn. His expenses come to Rs. 12—8—0
and therefore he is left with a net profit of Rs. 12-8-0 on
his trip to Madras, He gets Rs. 30 on his two looms and
Rs. 10-8-0 on each of his four workers aad so he makes
in all Rs. 84—8-—0 per month after meeting the interest
at 12 per cent upon the Rs.800 he borrowed ia the form
of yarn from his merchant in Madras. Thus this emp-
loyer with 6 looms, earns nearly twice a3 much again as
Mr. Bhavanarayana, who has 3 looms workirg in his
house, and Rs. 30 a month more than Mr. Subbarayudu
who has two coolies under him and who buys yarn and
sells cloths in Chirala.

Marketing. As far as the weavers are coucerued,
Godavari, Krishna, Vizagpatam and Ganjam Districts
have more numerous markeis with better business than
the Ceded Districts and the Tamil country. The
great Pentapadu Santa and the equally famous Palakol-
axd Ambajeepeitah santas are well-known .in these
districts and on the market days, ’t;hese towns look like
big cities with their busy crowds, and thousands of shops
Each week, a business worth from 5 to 12 lakhs of
rupees is done in all kinds of things in each of these
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centres, and most of the people of the neighbouring villa-
gescome from a distance of 15 miles to buy food stuffs,
clothes, and other things. Yarn and cloth merchants of
the villages of these Districts find Santas on every day
daring the week, in some place or other within a radius
of 15 miles and they invariably go to every one of these
santas, either to sell their cloth or to buy yarn or to
find about the market conditions. For instance, the
Bandarlanka merchants have six important markets
within- a distance of 32 miles, which they can easily
reach either by boat through the Godavari and its canals
or on foot. Kottapettah santa comes off on Monday and
is 12 Miles distant; Palakol market is on Saturday and is
24 miles away ; Dwarapudi Santa is 32 miles away and is
held on Wedresday; Draksharamam market is held on,
- Monday and is within 24 Miles distance; the Penugonda
Saunta is held on Wednesday and is within 24 miles;
while the Pentapadu Santa is within 32 miles and is
held on Sunday. There are in addition the Bheema-
varam Santa which is held on Wednesday and Mori
' market on Sunday and the J aggannapetta market on
Monday and the Ambajeepettah Santa on Tuesday. Mr. -
Ch. Narasimham, a_big merchant of Jaggannapettah
says. “On the whole, we have markets on every day.
Very seldom do our merchants find it necessary to go to
places like Bezwada and Guntur to sell their cloth.” We
find Santas also in Peddapuram, Uppada, and Pithapuram
but very little cloth is sold in these Santas because, the
local Devangas have developed a peculiar idea of:dignity
and do not like to hawk about their goods'in the market.
But the Santas of Vizianagar and Anakapalli‘are as great

markets as any in the Godavari district. The Vizagpatam
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and Ganjam districts further abound in a very large
number of markets, scattered throughout the country, in
which the independent artisans are able to sell their
goods more easily, quickly and on better terms. In spite
of their great markets, Pentapadu and Bheemavaram,
cannot provide their weavers with any decent living
because the kind of cloth manufactured there is not
easily saleable and comes ioto direct competition
with mill made cloth. They are at present able to earn
at, least Rs. 10-8-0 per month more because -of the
excellent market facilities than bezause of the inirinsic
value of the cloth manufactured. Also the numerous
markets help the weavers in the Ganjam and Vizagpatam
districts, to dispose of their goods quickly, torealise ready
cash, to buy yarn, to start working again a:d more than
anything else to be independent of the employers a.d the
yarn merchants.

- The Peddapur merchants have not yet appointed
any agents to canvas for orders for the silk sarees they
méanufrcture and yet they grumble that there is
depression, that thereis Japanese competition and that
Government does not help them and so on. . The first
principle of any industrialist should be to try his best to
help himself by so perfecting his organisation, as to give

-him the.best possible argument when the Government
help is asked for. It should be realised, first of all, that
the Japanese success is as much due to better organisa-
tion, cheap wages and longer hours as to the bounties
given by the Goverrment of Japan. The Somaraju Brothers
of Peddapuram also have begun to advertise their goods
in the Andhrapatrika. They also advertised their
busizess during the Congress week of December 1927.
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The Berhampur merchants also are strangely
ignorant of the many advantages of vigorous, careful and
well planned advertisement and organisation of agencies.
They export their goods to all parts of the southern
India, not to speak of Northern India, and though they
come into competition with Benares and J apanese.
“Madipanchalu T they are not anxious to send out agents
or to advertise on a sufficiently large scale.

L. Madipanchalu is an Andhra word, which Iiterally means Sacred Cloths, The
Brahmins, Kshatriyas and Vaisyas wear these short, silk loin cloths when prayiog or eating.

16



CHAPTER II1.

EARNINGS AND WAGES OF WEAVERS
IN THE CEDED DISTRICTS.

The following is a survey of wages and earnings of
weavers and their employers respectively, in the Ceded
Districts. With regard to weavers, we find that in
Nandyal, Kurnool, Yadaki, Tadpatri, Prodduturu, Adoni,
Yemmiganuru and Rayadrug, a weaver helped by his
wife earns on an average Rs. 16 per month, butin
Oravakonda he gets only Rs. 8—0—0. A hard
working weaver ‘with an equally hard working wife
can earn in Nandyal as much as Rs. 25 a month.
But it is very rarely that such a combination is found.
In Tadpatri, the earnings of a husband and wife can rise
to Rs. 20, but the majority of the weavers are able to
earn only Rs. 7to 13—8—0. per month, as can be seen
from the accounts of three employers which I have
examined. Even in the decaying centre of Pamidi, the
weavers have on an average a family income of Rs. 15-0-0
a month, But in Nagari centre, where the worst possible
depression is raging, a weaver and his wife earn on the
average only Rs. 8—12.—0. a month.

It is to be noticed that there is no wide margin
between the highest and the lowest earnings of a weaver’s
family. This indicates that there is little chance for
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even very energetic, and competent weavers to rise above
the ranks. There is however, a possiblity of increase
in-the earnings of weavers-under the Mungani System."
The first of the three Mungani employers in Tadpatri
whose accounts are given below, edrns Rs. 24—1—0.
per month by engaging two coolies and working 3 looms.
- The second one earns Rs. 40—8—0, by having two
coolies and 4 looms working, and the third one, who is
thoroughly -inefficient, is yet able to earn Rs. 20—2—0
per month by employing two coolies on his 3 looms.
Probably, if a competant man were to ergage coolies
and work 10 to 15 looms in a large enough house he
could earn.Rs. 100 to 150 a month on a capital of Rs. 200
to 300. Such an employer, then, could afford to make
less profit per cloth. If the efficiency of organisation is
increased, there will be a chance for both employers
and workers to make more money.

But the tendency, which is becoming very strong in
the Tadparti, Proddatur and Nagari centres, is for the
capitalists to revert from the Mungani system to the
.‘piece-work’ method of the Adoni and Yemmiganuru
Lcentres It will be, if it becomes general, an unmixed
evil, because the tcapitalists cannot have any personal

' knowledge of most the workers and also the weavers will
be left to themselves in hard times. During periods of
dull trade, it becomes impossible for weavers so employed
to get credit from the capitalists. It may be claimed by
somé that this tendency will only eliminate some of the
elxéessive middlemen and so will render a service to the
industry. But under the present disorganised or ill-
organised condition of the market, even this “cannot be
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expected. Instead of elitinating Miilgani “employers,
it is necessary that they should be béttér organised; and
that larger workshops and more’ effiBiént* methods of
work should become general.

Adorii Cénlre.
. WEAVERS" EARNINGS. .

Kinds of  Cloth produced Rate of Monthly

cloth.  in a month. remunération.  earnings.
Dhoties 80 pairs of Rs. 8100  Rs. 15 to
8 yards each. & pair 18-12-0

Dhuppaties 300—450 yds. - Rs. 11-4-0 to
15"

Silk sarees of 45—60 yds. - Rs. 15 0 22-8-0

8 yards each '

Sizing 501bs. ~ R8.1-40 to  Rs.6-40 to

1:8-0'per 101bs.  7-8:0

Weavers in Adoni itself-work from 8 to 10 hours;
a‘day while those in the neighbouring villages-labour for
10 or 11 hours.” Most of the women in this centre -work
for only 5 hours a day becausethey have to look -after
their household duties, but'the full-time female -wbrkers
labour as long as men do.

- Women' in Adoni have some work or other all
through thé year and they  earw on' an average 2 to 4
annas a day. Many women and almost all widows
‘weave and éarn as'much as mén. Those who do the
préparatory work neédeéd for weaving earn 2 to 3 annas
a day, and those who do the sizing get more. 'This work
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is considered to be degrading for women, and it is more
difficult and less wholesome than other work done in
connection with weaving.

Yemmiganuru.” An average weaver in Yemmiganuru
is able to earn from Rs. 15to Rs.16 a month and his
wife earns another Rs. 3 to 5. This and other villages .
have not suffered to any great extent from mill competi-
tion, because in that part of the country, no women
other than widows wear the white clothes which the
mills supply. Al other women wear coloured. sarees of
local patterns, which the mills have not yet begun to
manufacture. Hence the weavers of this village, Naga-
ladinney, Kosigie and some 15 other villages of the
surrounding country are fairly prosperous.

Rayadrug. In Rayadrug, only very poor weavers,
who .work on their own weave the indigo coloured and
cheaper cotton sarees which sell at Rs. 8 each. They
buy the yarn, weave the cloth and sell it to the three
merchants who have the monopoly of the market. An
average weaver can weave one saree per day and so he
‘can earn as mnuch as 10 annas a day. His wife working
on preparatory processes, earns Rs.1—4—0 a week.
But there are also weavers who are in still lower grade.
They become wage earners aand are paid 8 annas per
saree. .'The six girls who are below 10 years of age and
are employed by Mr. Anjanappa, the owner of the Warp-
ing Machine, are paid each one rupee a week.

Pamidi. In Pamidi, a typical weaver, Mr. N. Ven-
katappa is able to earn only Rs. 3 per week on a loom,
with the assistance of his father-in-law, while the two

RAUMU) 2t vz
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women of his family who do work at warping, prepare
two wraps a week and get a rupee, and thus a family of
two men and two women is able to earn only Rs. 4 a
week. The three bleachers, who are paid Rs. 4 for
working on 50 pieces earn at least Rs..1—4—0 each a
day. The printers are paid 3 annas a piece and are able
if they work hard to print as many as 20 pieces each and
earn 60 annas each per day. An ordinary printer is said
to earn 42 annas a day, and the dullard can earn 30 annas.
Every employer has 4 or 5people under him for carrying
out the finishing and certain bleaching processes, and he
pays 10 annas a day to each of them. But it is impossible
for the Padmasale'and Muhammadan weavers of this place
to get employment in printing or bleaching, because it is
a close preserve of a caste, the Bahusar Kshatriyas, who
came from the Maharatta country and who speak a
Mahratta dialect. One weaver in Pamidi, Silas Saheb
by name, who has to support a big family sold his. wife’s
gilver bangles and went to Bombay in 1923, in the vain
hope of finding a job. There he could not find any work,
so he returned in March,. 1924 and had to borrow on
his "house, spending at least two rupees per week, in.
spite of the reduction to a minimum in the expenditure
on food and clothing and so he beganto sink deeper aund
deeper into debt. If he were allowed to do even the
unskilled work in printing or bleaching he could earn:’
much more than by weaving. N

Oravakonda Centre. The earnings of the workers
~in Oravakonda are smaller than those of the weavers in
Adoni, Yemmiganuru and Kosigi, because their efficiency
is lower and their productive capacity smaller. While

1, Oue of the two chief Telugu weaviog castes.
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only 2% as. are charged in thé latter pia,ces for gettmg
1/6 of bundle -of yarn (10 lbs)’ smed, 11: costs d% a.s in
the former plaoe The Workmg ‘costs of suzmg upon
“Ragulu” ete. are’ more in Oravakonda, 'thin in Adom

where wérkers can size yarns of different 'colours at ‘the
same time. -

WEAVLRS EARNINGS

Descrlptlonb Monthly Rate of Monthly
of weaver:  production. payment. earnings.

Weaving:'— ,
1 worker independent 16 sarees = As. 6 Rs. 6
worker a saree
2 ,, anemployer 24 ,, v Rs. 9
3. ,, employee 24 ,, o Rs. 8
Sizing 180 1bs. As.62/3 ~ Rs.T7-80
per 10 lbs.

The WOrkmg employel earns more by weavmg than
the emp]oyee, n add.mon to gettmv proﬁt as an employer
Sadhu Na.rappa. gets ‘Rs. 1—8——0 profit per month upon
each of his employees Most of the weavers get their
prepara. ory work done by Lhelr own - women “and so a
- weaver'’s ‘wife does not get any outside earnings. The
ea.rmngs of an average weaver aad his wife ‘amount to
only Rs. 8a mf)nth

Nandyal Centre.
WEAVERS' EARNINGS.

Weaving Time taken to  Rate per  Mornthly

sarees. prepare a saree. saree. earnings.
Skilled worker 7 days Rs 5-8-0 . Rs. 22
Ordlna.ry » 10 ,, " " Rs. 17-8-0

Preparatory work 3 .,  As.8 | Rs. 5
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There are very few such efficient: weavérs, as'cah earn
Rs. 22 and most of the weayers in Nandyal are able to
earn each only Rs. 17—8-0'a month. There are some
women- who can earn Rs. 6.4 month on preparatory work
but they work -from 6 A, M. to 6. M. with only an
interval of an hour at noon, Thus the average :earnings
of a weaver and his wife amount to Rs. 22} a month.

Karnool Cenqu.
WEAVERS' EARNINGS,

Kin& of Aniount piiwor'ki Rate of  Monthly |
work. in amonth payment. earnings.
Weaving v . L -
.In Karnool 15.8arees 1 Re. a saree Rs. 15-0-0)

In Kalluru: - 73 pieces of 1 Re. a piece Rs. 7-8-0',
kiles

Preparatory work o o .
In Karnool 60—90 Ibs.  ‘snna a b As.60--90
In Kalluru . BRs 276
Tn Maddigara o  Rs. 8120

Dyers paid by the month, earn Rs. 12 a month ‘éach.
Others who are piece-rate ‘workers are able to earn at
least Rs 15 a month. An average fa.mlly gets about Rs 20
a month. About 10/: of the women of Karnool are able
to weave, but it is.considered deloga.tm y_ for a Padma
Sale woman to weave.

18
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Tadpatri Centre:—
WEAVERS' EARNINGS. .

Place. Work. Who & Work done Rate of Monthly
How. inmonth payment earnings

Tadpatri Weaving Boy of 30 sarees 3% as. .6-90
town 17 yrs. of 6 yds. a saree. :

Palghat Adult 45 ,, 6% 18-4-0
saree weaver
Adult weaver 40 ,, 8 , 2000
on old loom. ’
Yadaki Weaving specially 30 sarees8 ,,  150-0
skilled of 8 yds : _
ordinary 15 ,, 8 ., 7-8-0

Pedapappur Weaving - 80 Dhoties 8 ,, 1500
of 74 yds. .
Yadaki® Warping 11 warps . 2asa 160
‘ warp

» Sizing 30 i 2 , 3-2-0
Pedapappur Sizing 75 1bs. 14 as per

~ 101bs. 690

» Preparatory work 320

The same wage is paid in these 3 places, for
warping and preparatory work. The weavers of Tadpatri
are generally more skilled and earn better wages than
those in the neighbouring villages. This may be due to
a great extent to the higher profits made by merchants
of these villages. We have to observe that it pays
better for these weavers to weave the cloths consumed .
locally than to manufacture kiles.
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Mr. Rameswararao, a master-dyer of Tadpatri, has
three workers under him and they are paid Rs. 25, 15,
and 12 respectively. There are also two employers in
Tadpatri with 4 and 6 looms and 8 and 4 coolies respec-
tively and these workers are- paid 1% annas less per day
than those who are allowed to work in their own homes.

Out of the 400 looms in Yadaki, only 50 are worked
by independent artisans, who are very poor and very
much indebted. The other weavers, who are coolies,
are not given any advances, by their employers, because,
they are apt to run away. The local industry is going
through a process of decay. It is found by weavers to
be profitable to be employees than to be independent
workers and 8o the number of the latter is fast decreasing.
Mr.- Mahboob Saheb, an independent weaver, for ins-
tance, earns with his wife's help only Rs. 11} per month,
whereas a wage earner and his wife earn Rs. 16—6—0.

The following are the accounts of production and
earnings of three employers who are employed on the
Mungani system by one of the biggest merchants of
Tadpatri. In two months i.e., from the 28th of October
to the 30th of December, 1924, the first employer pro-
duced 33 cloths, which were priced at- Rs. 185 while the
yarn given out on the 28th October was- valued at
Rs. 129—5—0. So, there was an income of Rs. §5=11 0,
for the .two months, on the manufacture of
cloth. ~He however employed two coolies and
go he was able to make only. Rs. 24—1—0 in
those two months. But the merchant tells me that he
should have got many more cloths made in the same
period and that he probably did so and sold them else-
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where. It is probable that he is a,ble to earn Rs 24-1~ 0
per month quite easily. .

The second employer has four looms working in his
house and in addjtion to his son and himself he éngages
two pooll,es_ Between 28th August and 21st October,
a period of seven weeks, there were woven over 69 cloths,
which were sold at Rs.278—8--0 and the yarn for
which was bought at Rs.:165—4--6.. So; his‘ gross
income on these cloths was Rs. 113-3-6 or about Rs. 64
per month upon his 4 looms.. But - he had: to pay
Rs. 23 8 0 to his two employees and hence his earnings
were not more than Rs. 40—8—0 a month,  but each of
his. workers got only Rs. 11—12—0 per month.

The third employer took on .credit Rs 162—0—0
worth of yarn: on 13th September. and by October 28th,
he returned 35 cloths which were priced at Rs. 228, and
80 he made Rs. 66 in 6 weeks or Rs. 44—0—0 per month.
He had three looms and two coolies working for him and
he' was able to earn himself as a weaver about
Rs. 14--10—0 and as an employer Rs. 5—8—0." So, on
the whole he got an income of Rs. 20—~2—0 per month.
These weavers could have woven more cloths and earned
more, but this.season was specially sacred for the Hindus
and so there were many hohdays

Arother side of the “Munga,m System can be seen
from the example of one Mr. G. Ramayya, who deals
with a merchant in Prodduturu. He took out yarn from
his. merchant which was priced at Rs. 210 and he was
given periodical advances which amounted to Rs. 100.
He promised to return ‘Paris Border’ sarees of 9 yards
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each at 8 Rs. each and ‘Paris and Mysvre Bordet barees
of 9 yards at 7 Rs.each, whieh would in all come to
Rs. 300. The: date; by which ‘he framshcetiod shotld be
camplete was not fixed: 'The" merbhant cha‘rgea him
Rs. 12§ per box-of yain, whilé' the tHen préva.1hng ‘market
rate was only Bs. 93. yet Mr. Ramayya was obliged to
take that yarn, in order to cirry on his work.

At .the sanje time, this employer enjoyéd thé advan-
‘tage of being able o sell hiscloths at the' compa.ra,hvely
_high prices of Rs. Tito 8 Rs. vach; sinee thé merchant is

bound -according to the agreerhent; to' buy them' at those
prices. When I saw him last, he wag' sellilig some of
his sarees at - one rupek lesa per éach; to #n indépendent
hawker in the ‘Bagzar.. Heé baid that He realised; even
then, 4 annas profit per'saree, because the pricé of yatn
was down at ‘that time and he éould bay yarmagain and
weave the cloth and give it-to the merchant. If he gave
the same cloths to hig employer, ke would be forced tobuy
yarn again at considerably higher: prices and lose thereéby.
Buf, on the other hand, the mérchants: are at & disadvan-
tage, owing to. this. ‘bad faith.on the part of wéavers,
because just when they badly want cloths; théy eanmot
get them in sufficient quantities. This special, Mungani
System leads to ill-feeling: and. prqduces no satisfaction
to either side. Af the same time, the merchants.are
able to make at least,8 as. per saree:qr, cloth, supphed by
their, regular. cl1ents, wh11e~the latter:in their turmget
4-as. proﬁt on_every cloth woven by their workers ; and
‘both. thege:classes together. dre.- able to squeegeasuch
.profit- as possible out of the labour of the helpless
workers.

19
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Proddatur C enire.

: . WEAVERS' EARNINGS.
Kind of Amount of work Rateof  Monthly

work. done in a month. payment. earnings
~ Weaving 13 sarees of 9yds 1} Rs.a .16}
" each. saree. ,
skiled 16 , , 1 , 18
worker.

Warping. 15 ,. 5as.,  49—11-0.
The following: is an account of a Mungani worker
N. Subbayya whose family budget is given in Chap. VI.
“I got mungani two months ago for 100 Rs. from Gurram
Papanna, at Rs. 12 per box of 10 lbs. of yarn when the
‘market rate per yarn was only Rs. 10. He agreed to
take 30 sarees at Rs. 6 each. I have already given him
20 sarees’ and I have sold in addition 15 sarees to others
when I found it more profitable todoso. I get4to8
‘anras per 2 sarees produced for me by each of my three.
workers.. I never give them any advances as I am not
rich enough to ‘do so.” From this itis evident that
there :are many workers who have no credit, and who
.will therefore work without being offered any advances
‘and that it is these workers who can most easily and
ruthlessly be exploited. -
Nagari Centre.
WEAVERS' EARNINGS. ‘_
Work. = Amount of work ~ Rate of  Monthly
o done in a month.  payment. Earnings
Weaving. 18 sarees 14-7 yds. 1—2—0 per 6—12—0.
: + 3 sarees :
Sizing of 73} yds. 15/4 sizes. 6 as. a size. 1—6—6.
Prepara- 3 sizes. - 10} as. ,, 2—0—4.
tory. :
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A set of 8 people work on one warp of 73} yds. long
and size it in two hours between 7 and 9 A.M. Weavers
who can spare time work in this way on warps supplied
by employers or other weavers and ea¢h of them earns
thereby 3 as. .a week. In Putturu, the co-operative
method of working upon each other’s warps is in favour,
80 that, no one need pay anything to-get his sizing done.

In Prodduturpettah, the independent weavers .are
* failing badly, because, the yarn ‘merchants charge Rs. 2%
more for 10 1bs. of yarn than the Nagari prices. A work-
er earns on his loom only Rs. 18} out of which he has
to pay Rs. 14 to hls assistants, and go.it pays better to be
a wage-earner tha.n, to be an independent ‘weaver.

Silk Weaving. We see -from the following tables
that in Rayadrug, Bellary, and Dharmavaram; apart
from Adoni, the silk weaving industry is-at present in a
prosperous condition. Mill competition has scarcely
entered this industry. The silk cloth manufactured in
these places, | answers a special demand and it will be a
long time before machine looms can produce the kind of
sarees made in these places. - When compared to the
cotton weaving mdustry of the Ceded Districts, this
industry seems to hold out better prospects for the
workers.!

1 len conclusions were amved atm 1925 But subsequently the: facture - of
artificial silk sarees has become very popular and wtdespread acd many peoplo who formerly
wore silk sarees have taken fo these new sarees, which - are: ‘made wxlh the same deugns

as those of silk sarees,
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- Rayadrug Centre.

" 'WEAVER'S. EARNINGS.

g g

- Kind of * - . Amount of work  Rate oft ~ Monthly

work. .. ipawonth:”  payment.  Harnings.

.weaving:- . . ".3'sarees of - 6-0—0. 18--0-0:
Ordinary worker: . 8kyds. each. '

Skilled worker 4 , 6—0—O0 per saree 24—0—0
:Puta,m Indrani :

Pr epara,tory Work 30 Warps 4as, a warp . 78—0
Some WOmen , 69 Warp . - 15__0_0

In most * cases, & weaver and his gnfe go to work in
the' employer's’ Roise. “The othérs 3 are a,llowe& to work
in their own honies but the employers visit them to see

that they work properly. The earnings per month of a
: weaver . and. his Wlfe in -this pla.ce amounb to a.bout
Rs 25§
Bc”ary Certre:—
WeavERs', EARNINGS.

Kind. of ‘ Monthly -~ Rate of* Monthly

‘work. . . production paymernt — wages
_,yeavmg, Worklng hard. 4sarges. 6—0—0: 24—0—0
23 ep&r:a.tngy( work 80 warps. 4as.awarp, 7—8—0

The average monthly earnings of an independent
weaver and his wife are about Rs. 31. But the weaver
who i8 very poor and is obliged to go Wxth his wife to
- work in his employer s factory’ gets only’ Rs 24 in a.lf per’
month. ' Hjs’ émployér makes about Rs. 6. from the
labour of himself and his wife. ‘
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Dharmavaram Centre:—.

- WEAVERS' EARNINGS.

Kind of Monthly Rate of Monthly
work. production. paying. earnings
Weaving— = 4 o
Knitted, double 3 sarees 1—0—0 21—0—0
© Sided: L '
One sided 4 ., . 5—-0—-0 2000
Adi Sarees ' 2 ., 14—0—0 28—0-—0
Skilled 3 , - "t-0—0 2l-—0—0
Ordinary ' 2, o, 14200
Warping skilled 8 , 2Rs asaree 6—0-0
- Avarage ' 6 ., . . 480

Adi saree is difficult to weave needing craftsmanship
and attention on the part of the weaver. So this is the
best saree the best skilled artisan can weave. Thereisa
difference of Rs. 8'in’ the monthly earnings of the 'best
and ordinary weavers, and this’difference ‘is found to be
sufficient to - induce most of .the youngsters to try to
acquire the best kill possible. , -

¢
The best artisan who: is-allowed to work in his own
house earns nearly twice as much as a factory worker.

There are usually fewer women who, can: weave silk
cloth than those who can produce cotton cloth. There
i$ only one woman, Mrs. Venkatasubbamma, who can weave

"1, Adi Saree is the most artistic production ' I have ever seen in ‘this Presidency, as far as

“the hand-’oom ‘weaving is coacerned, It has béautifql borders into which figures of smakes

elephants, horses of parrots are mterwoven. Ia addition to this, the whole body ot the cloth is

. ope big peice’ on which a most attractive and “sleborate desiga !of flowers, birdsi creepers and

an'mals is worked with such delicacy of rouch and artistic display thpt one canaot fake off his
admirin- eye from it ‘ ' ‘ ' o

20
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avery good saree and she is rightly famous for her skill in
the whole of the town. She earns Rs. 15 a month with
the help of an old woman in addition to Rs 15 earned by
her husband. i

It is a noteworthy fact that some thirty years ago
the weavers of Dharmavaram were mainly engaged in
producing cotton cloths and it wag only iq the last twenty
years that the silk industry has made such large strides
in that town towards monopolising the hand-loom weaving
there, to the entire exclusion of cotton manufacturing.
Formerly when mostly cotton cloths were produced, the
total monthly production of the local weavers was valued
at 4000 Rs. while the present production of the silk
handloom weavers alone is worth Rs. 30,000, out of
which the workers get about Rs. 7,000 as remuneration
at 10 Rs. per saree. We can say that on the whole
the weavers of silk are earning twice as much as those of
cotton, and four times as much as they used to earn
when they were manufacturing cotton goods thirty
years ago. A

Lace Weaving. Industry.

Weavers of silk and cotton mixed or of cotton
cloth with lace borders, are said to be employed
in the lace weaving industry. Only very high counts
of cotton yarn, 60s and upwards, are usually utilised for
this work, though 40s also are sometimes used.
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-Madhavaram Centre:—

WEAVERS' EARNINGS.

Kind of Monthly Rate of  Monthly
work - production  payment  earnings
Weaving:— . : S ,
Goranchu kandi 3 upper 8 as. each  156—0—0
kaddianchu. cloth
Benares petu 30 sarees  14-16 as. 28—2—0
Moggapetu
Kamalam petu 20 upper Rs.2—4 Rs. 40—60
cloths
Lacedsaree worth 15 sarees Rs.1-80 Rs. 22-80
. Rsbto8 -
Saree worth 10 ,, Rs. 5 Rs. 50°
. Rs, 8t0 10 '
Lacedsaree worth 6'7% sarees Rs. 8—10 Rs. 48—60
Rs20to 40
Warping 156 warps 6 as. a warp 5—10—0
Sizing 30 warps Rs. 12-2-0 18—12—0
conjee

Seventy five workers of this place are wage edrners
and the rest are indepcndent arfisans, and both these
classes seem to be equally prosperous. This place and
Pullampettah are famous for their cloths in the weaving
of which much artistic skill is displayed.

The upper “lace” cloths, manufactured in. Pullum-
pettah centre, are of 2§ x 2} yards and the sarees are of
2} x 14 or 16 or 18 cubits ! in size. White cloths are
manufactured there, out of 40s to 200s yarn and coloured
cloths out of 40s, 60s and 100s yarn.

1 Cubit is equal to half yard.
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Up;)er Cloths:—
WEeAVERS' EARNINGS.

- No of days Wage Month-

Length  Breadth. Coun. taken to ly
. . veave wages
White 21 yds = 54" 40s 6 4-8-0 - 22-8-0
” » ” 60s » 500 25-0-0
» " 100s ” 6-0-0° 30-0-0
Coloured 18 yds 45" 408 3 300 3000
s 21 . 608 4 " 380 2600
s e 80s . 4-0-0 3000
» e »  100s 4 500 3300
Fine White 54" 1508 =~ . 10 10-0-0 30-0-0

21 yds ' :

. 2l yds 45 -, . 100 800 24-0-%
w 20\"5 12 100 .25-L-0

From the above ta.ble ‘we. find that the maximum
that a weaver working on- coloured and laced cloth of
21 yds of 1008 with 54" breadth can earn Rs 33—"—)a
month apart from the three to four rupees which his
wife earns. - While an unskilled worker'earns Rs. 25 a
month, a skilléd worker can-earn as much ' as Rs 86, and
so there is a margin of Rs. 17 per month between the
wage of the least efficient and of the most efficient
workers of this.centre. Though this industry is: notf, on
‘the average, as: well established as the silk mdustry, it is
equally well paying.

Sixty years ago, the Pullempettah centre was mainly
devoted to weaving rough cloths which were consumed
locally. But somebody brought the art of weaving, with
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gold and silver thread Intermixed, from Madhavaram
which is much the older centre for lace weaving, Ever
since, it has flourished, and has transformed the

economic conditions of this centre.

If this industry, as well as that of silk manufac-
turing, can be organised on constructive lines out-lined
in chapter -VIII, there will be ample scope for many more
thousands of workers to be profitably employed in them
rather than in the ‘manufacturing of cotton goods of very
low and medium counts. All that is necessary for these
workers is to get about one year's training to become
able to weave “lace” cloths or the ordinary kinds of silk

safees. .
The Apprenlicgship System:—

. In Dharmavaram which is celebrated for its silk
industry, an elementary system of apprenticeship exists.
If a father has only one son, he himself trains him.
If he has three or four boys, he trains one of them,
and the rest are sent to other weavers to learn work.
While under training, these boys are not paid anything
for.gix months, in which period they are expected to
learn their trade. After the elapse of the six months,
they are paid one rupee each per month until they
become good workmen. When the time comes for the
boys who are usually 15years old to think that they have
learnt the work, they would like to go to other emplo-
yers to earn the ordinary wages paid for adults. Their
fathers then consult both the old and the prospective
employers and if they are certain that the youngsters
-can give satisfaction in their work anl at th2 same time

21
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.can earn enough money, they allow these young men to
work as adult.weavers. When these young employees
- have saved enough from their earnings, they buy their
own looms and set up as weavers. The average price
of a loom is Rs. 15 and the other necessary things cost
another Rs. 5 and so, by the time a boy becomes -a wea-
ver, owning his own loom, he usually has attained the age
of 17 and has realised to some extent the advantages of
thrift. -

In Madhavaram, the system is similar, but boys
from 12 to 15 ‘years years of age get Rs. 2 to 5 per
‘month. Some live with their employers.

In Pullampettah, boys of 10, yéars of age are sent to
begin as assistants to other weavers and they rare
expected to help in the manipulating of the dobbies used
for manufacturing petu sarees and are paid a rupee a
month during the first year. The next year, they are paid
the same wage but are taught to handle warps that are
going through the preliminary processes. When they are
between 12 and 15 years of age, they are trained in
weaving but are paid the same wage. From the 15:h
year, they are fed and paid Rs. 2—8—7 a month since
by that time they will have learnt also to weave. Those
who do not live with their employers are paid Rs.T7 s
month. The same wage has been paid to the apprentices
for the last three generations. )

There is not even a semblance of apprenticeship ir
Rayadrug among the weavers who work both on silk anc
cotton. The parents of the children are the latters
teachers and it is expected that every son of a weave

. will become a weaver. 'The weavers in Bellary alsc
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train their own children. But those children who are
found unruly are sent to merchant-employers who train
them and pay them a rupee a month each. after the first
six months.

Almost the same deplorable conditions prevail in
Adoni and other centres where neither the employers
nor the capitalists have anything to do with the training
of the boys of their workers. In the absence of regular
discipline, the boys grow up into disorderly youths and
men, predisposed to drunkenness and brawls. The tech-
nical skill of workers is generally at a low level in this
centre. - ‘

Only a very few weavers are able to invent new
designs and patterns and the number of ~those who
adopt tha methods and designs of others is ‘also small
The great majority follow blindly the customary and
traditional methods, patterns and designs, Where ex-
ceptional skill is shown, it is not Well remimeijated_. The
defects of the system of domestic training are aggravated
by general illiteracy and the absence of any state system
of compulsory education, either elementary or technical.
The percentage who can read and write varies in differ-
ent castes from 8 to 12.

Technical Training.-

A beginning for provision for technical training has,
however, been made. The Adoni Municipality started a
school in 1913, but it was abolished in 1920, because the
Municipality was prejudiced against Non-co-operators
who uxfged ‘that hand-spinning and khaddar weaving
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should be introduced into the school. There are two
 “Weaving Schools” in Adoni Taluk, managed by the
Adoni Taluk Board, one at Yemmiganuru and another at
Kosigi. The Yemmiganuru School was started during
1922 with one teacher on Rs. 25 a month. In that school,
cotton weaving is being taught. Boys are recruited from
the elemetary school of the same place and there are at
present only 14 students in it. The cost of running this
school during 1924 was Ra: 480 and out of this amount,
Rs. 300 went for salaries, Rs. 60 for house-rent and Rs. 120
for fixed contingencies. Therefore, the schooling cf each
student costs over Ras. 834 per year to the school. There
was also a non-recurring expenditure of Rs. 200.

The Kosigi School was opened on the 27th August
194 with a teacher who was paid Rs. 25 a month, and
the total expenditure upon this school amounted to
Rs. 480 in 1924-—1925. There was also spent Rs. 200
for the non-recurrirg items. The Government gave an
initial grant of Rs. 1390, to the Taluk Board, out of which
only Rs. 960-7-0 was spent, the balance being refunded to
~ the Governinent. The Taluk Board has met half the
annual expenditure upon these two schools, while the
government met the other half. -

The following machines, which cost nearly Rs. 700,
were supplied to each of these schools.

Frane looms

Horizontal Warping Mill
Pit looms :
Roller Shuttles

Plain Shuttles

@O W Hw
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Drawing Hook 1
Pirns - 500
Varnished Healds 6 gets
Healds Shafts for Sample 2
Bamboo reeds 5 for 72 pirns

Timplets 2 5,
Bamboo reeds 1 set of 15 panams

Tin Bobbin 1
Charkas 2

~ Boys from 8 to 14 years of age are taught in theése
“ schools how to weave checks, towels, carpets, the ordi-
- nary rough cloth and cloth of finer quality. It is not
‘known exactly how many students there are -in the
Komgl School

“Rev. B. J. Rockwood, the manager of the J. Acker-
man Coles Industrial. School, has very kindly furnished
me with the following information about his School in
Kurnool. There are 42 pupils in the weaving section of
the school, and carpentry and gardening are also taught
there. “The maintenance of the school cost of Rs. 5000
in 1924; out of which the Government gave a gran of
Rs. 2,500 and the balance was met by the American
-Baptist Mission.” But this budget does not.include the
-salary. of Rev. M. Rockwood. If we suppose that the
‘carpentry section of the school cost as much as thal
of weaving, then, there was spent only Rs. 2,600 for
-weaving. There Were 42 pupils in the weaving section
vso, about Rs. 60 were spent on every pupﬂ

- The business side of much schools should ‘not be
given too much prominence, though the purchasing of
22
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yarn and the marketing of the cloth produced, should be
carefully organised. Mr. Rockwood says: “This is a
School, the business side of which. is immaterial to us-
We are teaching boys with a view to their education.
By this I mean, these boys are looked upon as students
and we are teaching them weaving just as we also teach
them Telugu and mathematics. Itis to develop the all-
round man that we are after.” Though the present practice
of the Adoni Taluk Board Schools, of getting the students
of the elementary schools to come and learn weaving in
the school isnot bad, it would be better if all the children
of hereditary weaving castes in the elementary schools,
were taught to weave. Then, the training given would
be far more efficient and would cost much less. . It is
hoped that in a few years, training in dyeing also will be
given, in vew of the faststhat Adoni is a great centre for
tha industry. It is a hopeful sign that the Adoni Taluk
Board proposes to open another school in Nandavaram,
and it is to be hoped . that ‘other Taluk Boards also will
follow its example and render as much service to the
weaving industry. If the future prosperity of this
industry were to be ensured, there should soon be estab-
lished a weaving High School, in which all kinds of
advanced methods of interweaving new patterns, and of
printing with new and better blocks, more fascinating
and original designs, are taught, and which may produce
Master Weavers, Dyers, Printers and Bleachers. These
- men will in time set up as independent employers,
~ employing 15 to 25 workers each in their small factories.

Such a ‘High School for weaving' should be set up for
“every three or four districts and students must be taught
in these schools, not only technical methods of weaving,
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and dyeing etc., but also the elementary principles of
industrial and commercial crgarisation of the weaving
industry. The history of the industrial developments
of other countries of the world, with reference to both
technical improvements and factory and market
organisatiors should be studied. Such High schools will
then be the breeders of pioneers of industry.




-CHAPTER IV.
WAGES AND EARNINGS OF WEAVERS

II. The Northern Circars.

‘The Districts of Ganjam, Vizagapatam, Godavari,
Kistna, Guntur and Nellore.

The average earnings of a weaver and his wife
exceedg Rs 20 per month in Chirala, Pedana, Bandar-
lanka, Ponduru, Chicacole, Ichhapur, Peddapur and
Berhampur. In Ellore, Palakol, Mori, Jaggannapettah,
Chintalapalli, Vizianagaram and Santabommali most of
the weavers are scarcely able to earn Rs 15 a month.
These weavers who produce kiles and héad-remals are
earning more than those who are engaged in producing
sarees, but less than those who produce petu cloths and
khaddar. : -'

It is only in Mori that special arrangements exist to
get warps sized by professional sizers. Everywhere in
the Circars, men do the sizing, while in the Ceded Dist-
ricts, it is women who do such work. Employers in the
Northern. Circars are able to exploit the workers in the
manufacturing of kiles and head rumals as rathlessly as
those in the Deccan.. Independent weavers are faring
much worse than wage. earners in all but two .places
which are Mori and Ponduru. There is no one to lend
-them money at low rates of interest.

27
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The silk weaving industry of Peddapuram, Uppada
and Berharzpur is more prosperous than the cotton wea-
ving industry of the Circars. But the present organisa-
tion of this industry is very defective and it can be
betterd through co-operative societies.

WEAVERS' EARNINGS.
Venkatagiri Centre.

Kind of  Amountof work  Rate of Monthly
- employment doneinamonth- payment earnings

Weaving— '
Sarees 6 to 7 pairs 2-6-0 14-4-0 to
v ' a pair 16-10-0
Kiles "8 pieces ©  1-0-0 a piece 8-0-0
Sizing— 30 warps  As. 8a warp 15-0-0

Among the Padmasales of this piace some are inde-
pendent weavers and most of the others have looms of
their own. But the local Muhammadans have no looms
of their own and they work in the factories of the place
and are paid 8 annas a yard. 'They are mostly engaged
on sizing and 5to 6 of them get together and finish
6 to 7 warps in a day of 8 hours.

Kalahasti Centre.

Kind of work Monthly Rate of Monthly

~ Weaving. production payment  earnings
Weavirg sarees 33 sarees Rs 4-80 a saree  15-12-0

. Kiles 6 pieces 2-2-0 a piece  12-12-0
Sizing, 30 warps:  As. 8 a warp 15-0-0
Preparatory work 30 ,, As. 3. 15-10-0

upon dyed yarn
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The earnings of a weaver of Kalihasti and his. wife
average about Re. 21-9-0 a month,. A wage earner, work:
ing in his employer's house is paid Rs 12 a month and
12 annas per month is deducted from his earnings to-
wards rent of the loom and the room where he works.:
The employer makes Rs. 1—4—0 profit upon his work.
Usually such wage-earners are bachelors and they- mess
in theé houses of their employers, who are able to ' make &
profit, by catering for them, of about Rs. 2 menth. per
head. e

Chirala Centre. _
Kind of worker  Kind of wbrk Monthly production

- Skilled sarees of 60s . 120 yards
Ordinary ' ». . 105,
" , s S0==100s 88: .,
. » 408 150 ,,
2 1y 20s ) 172% ”»

‘A weaver of this place is not employed on the ave-
rage for more than 7 hours a day while his wife works
for nearly 14 hours, if her work in the family also is
taken into account. He is paid Rs. 2—8-0 a saree of
10 yards of 80—10Cs and decreasing prices for sarees of
lower counts. He ig, on the whole, able to earnabout
Rs. 22—8—0 a month in addition to a certain amount of
yarn which the employers give him. He is given 4 lbs.
of yarn more for a saree of 10 !yards than it would be
necessary to weave such a saree. I am told both by. the
merchants and weavers that most of the weavers save
more out of this extra yarn than through direct wages:
A weaver makes at least Rs. 9 a month through this
yarn. -
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'The money wages paid to-the weavers show a ten-
dency to increase as prices rise.. Ten years ago, only
. Re. 1 was paid for weaving a saree for which Rs 2 are
paid at present. Formerly only 2 lbs. of yarn were
given extra for such a saree while 4 lbs. are given to-day.
Thus, the remuneration’of-weavers has risen proportion-
ately with the rise of prices in the last decade, a pheno-
menon that is not noticed anywhere else ir the Presi-
dency. o .

On the other hand, the petty employers explmt the
wage earners who cannot get credit from the merchant
employers and who have no houses or looms of their
own. Bitra Ra,mulu, for 1nstance, weaves 3} pieces and
the proper prlces are Rs 7 per each piece. But he is
paid only ‘Rs 3 per piece. ‘Mqreover, such workers are
usually bache]brs and stay “inr their employers’ houses,
paying the employers usually Rs. 8 a month for their
board and lodging, out of which the latter make another
Rs 2. So while the workers get Rs 8—8—0 net per
month the employer gets s 16—8—0 out of every
worker. The same deplorable conditions prevail in the
Bhattiprolu centre. P. Ganapati who weaves a piece of
12 yards in 4 days, earns only Rs 17—13—0 a month
for his 7} pieces, while his employer gets as much, just
by undertaking the responmblhty of employmg him. The
independent artisans who work in that centre usua,lly
earn. Rs 25 g, month

Pedana

There is an attempt in thls pla,ce to 1nt10duce dyeing
industry and ‘\Ir Pichhiga Kumaraswami is ope of the
three merchants who started dyemo works here. The
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three gentlemen borrowed Rs. 1000 at 14 'per ‘cent inte-
rest. They-did not, in ‘the ‘beginning, understand well
the processes of 'dyeing  and g0 most of their
chemicals ‘got spoiled: They are gradually learning
- through experience the ways of production of dyes grd
8o their business is becoming more ‘profitable. They have
a worker who-cdn dye well, and he is paid- only Rs. 11
pér month. They are arixicus to advertige their busirnéss
in Madras and other cen'tres,-but they have -not enough
capital. Travelling Agents, they admit, will be of very
great use, but they require money. Some such effort to
manufacture dyes is being made in Pullampettah also,
but the masters of that place have also to learn their
work through very costly experience. Weavers also are
interested in the experiments because the experiments
might lower the costs of dyeing and leave a larger
margin'for themselves.

An average weaver of Pedana can weave 4 pieces of
kiles and can thereby earn Rs. 18 a month. It3 should
not be forgotten that his employer gets at least another
Rs. 2—8<-0per ‘piece or Rs. 10 per month. Such work-
ers work in their own houses. Thé demand for the
cloth woven in Pedana is greatly due to their better
~ repute and so the employers are content with making
only Rs. 10 upon each worker. Because of the general
prosperity of this centre, most of the wage-earners have
their own houses and looms and are to a small extént
more independent than those in Chifala and Vetapalem.
Tt is interesting to compare this Rs. 18 monthly income
from the work on kiles, with the Rs. 20 got by many
workers from the weaving of cloths with ‘peta’ borders.

24 :
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If an assured market in India itself for cloth consumed in
the country is found, more can be earned evidently from
work on petu cloths than from work on kiles exported to
other countries.The independent artisans. can earn from 8
to12annas more per saga or 4 sarees, and so they can get
Rs. 1-8-0 to Rs. 2} a month more than the wage-earners.
Preparatory work fetches 1 anna per box of yarn . and a
woman can do 2 to 24 boxes a day and so she can earn
from Rs. 5—10-—0 to Bs. 6—9—0 per month.

Winding 5 Ibs. of yarn costs = Rs. 0—2—86
Taking the yarn and winding it . 0—2—6
‘Warping i . 0—1—4
Taking it to the hanks ' - 0—2—6
Sizing it I ' 0—8—0
Canjee _ 0—3—4
0il ‘ ‘ - 0—2—8
Rs. 1—2—10
Fixzing the warp to the loom 0—4—0

Weaving alone oifA & sé,ga. costs Rs. -5;—2¢—0 while the
whole work on yarn sufficient for a saga, i. e., 10- lbs.

costs Rs. 1—8-10. : o
' "'_";Pedan'a _Cehli‘eL - . .
Kind of - Monthly - " Rate of - Monthly -
- work production  payment  -earnings - .
Weaving:— o .
kiles = 4 pieces Rs. 480"  Rs. 18
: S . & piece -
Finesarees.  12sarees . Rs.7  Re 21

per 4 sarees
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Ellore Centre.

Kind of Kind of = Monthly Rate of - Monthly
worker. work.  production. payment. esrnings.

Inde- Dhoties - 10 pairs As. 146 - Rg. 910

pendent of 20s a pair

Wage- ” »»  As.10 a pair  Rs. 6-4-0

earning . .

Woman Preparatory 20 pairs As. 2-9 a pair Rs. 3-4-6-
- work :

The weavers of Pentapadu and Bheemavaram could
weave twice as much cloth with the fly-shuttle loom as"
with the old loom, but they weave for only a small part
of their time, because there is scarcely any demand for
their cloths bwing to the dreadful depression - that has
set in. They are mostly homeless and they are housed.
by the ryots, who employ them in agricultural work.
They are paid for this work as stated in the second
chapter less than other agricultural ‘labourers, because
they are considered to be less skilled than others. They
have to face the seasonal fluctuations that are associated
with the agricultural work. There is indeed a gloomy
fature for them, if Government takes no prompt steps to
relieve their distress. They cannot get even one good
meal a day, and I can state from personal knowledge,
that they are slowly declining in physical strength and in
moral character. !

1. The above account was written in 1925,  Nothing-has yet beea done by Goveroment
till aow (1928 June) to help them. The Aid to Industries Act doesnot seem to be intended for -
the beneft of such wokers, These worlfers can bz helped efcctively, if thfy are persuaded to

weave cloths of fiver counte;



96 THE EANDLOOM" WEAVING INDUSTRY.
Palakol Centre.

Place. Kind of Rate of Monthly. Monthly
work  payment  production  earnings

Palakol Grey cloth Rs.2-150 192 yards Rs. 10-12-0
for 48 yards - )
Raya- Dhoties 20 dhoties of Rs. 12-4-0
kuduru . 40s of 6yards
each
Palakol  Dhoties 20 dhotiés of
80s of 6 yards'Rs: 18-10-0°
each
Poduru  Bonpu 120 yards of
~ border sarees sarees each  Rs. 11-4-0.
6 yards

The weavers who produce sarees and dhoties in this
centre are all independent artisans. They. are all anxious
to become wage-earners but there is no one to employ
them. The following figures show that the wage ear-
ners producing head rumals are better paid than these
people. ‘ ,
Kind of work Rate of = Monthly Monthly

payment  production earnings

Head rumaﬂs Rs. 9 per piece 2 pieces Rs. 18
" of 56 yards 40s o

s » Rs. 6 a pieceof 4 Rs. 24 °
' 24% yards 60s .
Sizing As. 12 for 24 yards
grey warp

‘Rs. 1-8-0 a warp of
56 yards head rumals
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The wage paid for a piece of head rumals includes
the charges for sizing and so the monthly net wages of'
these head rumal weavers fluctuate between Rs.16-8-0 -
and Rs, 22-8-0 depending upon the kind of cloth woven.
The earnings per loom rise as the number of looms in a
family rises because the 'women in a family are more
fully employed as the number of looms rises upto a limit.

Mori centre.

Kind of  Kind of  Rate of Monthly Monthly

work worker  payment production, earnings
Weaving Ordinary - 120 yards: Rs. 9
sarees _
sy Of Skilled 80 yards Rs. 12
120s sarees
Sizing Rs. 4 a piece 3% pieces Rs.13
. - of 40 yards s .
Warping .As.8a Wa1p 9 " Rs: 2-5-0

We find many professxonal sizers in Mori. They
earn more than many weavers do, because, sizingis a very
unpleasant work and it is, in all its kinds, very highly
developed in this place. A set of four people working
together can size 1} pieces of 40 yards each, in a day of
8 hours. During the marriage season each of these
workers can earn 8 annas a day, besides a rupee a W9ek
earned for special kinds of work. :

Ambajeepeltah centre. The weavers of the Ambajee-
pettah centre could earn much more. than they do ab
present, were they able to work on petu cloths through-
out the year. To enable them to do so, there should. be .
a co-operative society to organise and finance the industry
more efficiently.

25
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 Jaggannapeltah.

No. of looms Kina of Kindof Amount Monthly
in the families 'work worker produced earnings
selected:

1. - Sarees Independent- Rs. 18
1 Rumals  Wage 2 pieces Rs. 11
, 1508 S o _
I » ” 3 ,  Rs.10-80
1 » Independent 38 , - Rs.T-140
1

» ” ‘ 3 . BEL)

“We see from the above figures that it pays better to..
be a wage earner than an independent weaver.

Chintalapalli.
Kind of: = Kind of Rate of ' Monthly Monthly\

work worker payment production earnings
Weaving—- , ‘ . ‘
Sarees Wage Rs.4a 4 pieces Rs. 16
~ earner piece of
; 40 yards
’ Independent =~ - -6 ,, Rs. 15
9 rose colour L Rs. 9
sarees of 60s - '
» of 208 : ' Rs: 5

M Ch. Ankamma is able to earn only Rs. 19&
month on three-looms or just a Jittle more than a smgle
wage earner. Ch. Kabhojilingam has two looms, one
engaged on petu sarees and another on ordinary  40s
sarees and makes Rs. 22 & month. Ch: V. Bhadrudu
gets Rs. 32 on two looms engaged in weaving ordinary
sarees but he can earn twice as much if he can get petu

work, as the weavers in his familv are very hlghly
skilled in that work.
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_ Bandarlanka.

Kind of Rate of M(lintﬁly" -,Monthly Yin‘ ;speqié;ié,
work  payment production earnings  emergen-

' ordinary- . - cies
Weaving— -
Petu . Rs 9per 2pieces Rs.18
sarees piece of :
5 sarees
D.Yed 3 2 ‘s; ._ 4 .,, Rs. 12
ordinary o '
sarees : g | i
Plain sarees Rs. 3 per 4. Rs. 12 Rs. 16+
of 7 yards piece of 80s : '
i' Rs.. 4 9 5 ‘ 5,. Rs. 20 - Rs. 24"
~ of 100s :
Re. 6, ,
. of 150s:

Sizing 2Rs. 3-4-0 per ‘43 ,; Rs.14-10-0
30 yarns each P

Warping  As. 12 per 721bs Rs. 3
18 1bs. of yarn -

- We cannot-be very sanguine about the special wages
because the employers are coming to realise that. it is
possible to avoid paying such special wages. They get
ready a8 much cloth as possible durmg the  ordinary
months at usual wages and make no specml demands for
work upon the weavers durmg the marriage geason
when the demand for the petit cloths ‘makes itself felt a.ll ‘
of Y sudden Most, of the weavers complamed that they )

1 Aworker who can produce so much is cossidered to be one of :the best, - Ordinary-s
. Weavers can procluce on'y 4 preces.

2 A sizerhas to spend 12 aguas out of th s on cacjee aud oil, per piece.
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were not paid any special wages du,ringA1924 as the emp-
loyers were completely successful in regulating the
demand for weavers during the year.

The business accounts of some independent weavers.

Mori. Chintala- Jaggana-
palli. pettah.

Yarn per piece 16 lbs. 16 1bs. 14 lbs. 1008
Price of a 1b. of yarn As. 13 As. 12  Asl2
Total cost » Rs.183 Rs.12 Rs. 10-80
Sizing : , Re.1 As. 146 Rs. 230"
Oil and conjee As. 5 As. 5 . '
Warping . ‘As. 5 As. 7. As. 7
Togaru As.5  As. 56 Re. 1
Jamullu " As'8
Total costs Rs. 14,10-0 Rs. 14 Rs. 14-100
8. P. - Rs. 21 Rs.16-80 Rs.17-4-0
Remuneration for weaving « '

and risk taking Rs. 6-6-0 Rs. 2-80 Rs. 2-10-0
No. of pieces woven 4 3. 3

in a month . ‘ ,
Monthly earnings Rs. 25-8-0 Rs. 7-8-0 Rs. 7-14-0
Wage earner Rs. 20 Rs. 11-4-0 Re\12:12-0°

. : N
The women in an independent weaver’s .house are

engaged on the preparatory work and so do not eag-rf any- .
thing extra. The monthly earnings shown above are
in the case of Mori for the marriage season which lasts for
four months. During the restof the year,an independent
weaver in Mori earns on an average Rs. 18 per month,
and a wage-earner Rs. 17—-8—0 per month. On the
other hand, in Chintalapalli and Jaggannapettah an inde-
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pendent weaver earns much less than' & wage-éarner.
The figures given for Chinfalapalli and Ja,gga,nna.ggtt@h
were Also collected during the marriage seas‘ml, naniely
on 25th April, 1975 But duting that year it was a Spe-
cially unfa,vourable season’ for them," wages not nsmg
above the lével for the rest of the year. Ordinarily,
during the marridge season independent weavers earn
Rs: 2'more per-month.

"We have seér that wherever petu cloths are pro-
duced, better wage become possible. Bit, in most of tﬁe
families of weavers bf Morl and J avgannapetﬁah ‘ohly one
loom ‘out of Ewo 'or'moté ' “i§ engaged in producmg peﬁu
cloths. This is due to the fact that the demand for such
cloths is only seasonal and that the de‘mand “vAries ‘with
the nutnber of marriages celebr a.ted in the District. In
1924, there came what was called Mudha.m, a period of
three months in which no Hindu should marry andsothe
demard for' theseé’ cloths wis very négligible daring ‘that
year.

The chief ma.rna.ge seasons are (1) Ma.rch April and

May (2) a fortnight in June and (3) & fortnight in
Jenuary. “Mddham”, lastmg for 3 months, ‘comes” once
in every ‘three yedrs in conseqhénce ‘of unfavoirable
“corjunctions of the plafiets. - The' ‘religions ‘prohibition
‘of martiage during Mudhamr doés Hot: apply to Mahad-
madans -and - Christians: In ‘March: 1926, the' year
Akshiaya, the last yéar of the Teligu dycle of sixty years
began and during its course no Hindu rharried. The
'prohlbltlon also extended to the first monbhs of the
following year. This was a time of great hardship’ for
weavers. Such prohibition is suré to be strictly
observed. '

6
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Vizag. District.

Place Kind of Kind of Rate of Monthly
work worker payment production

Vizia-  Sarees employee 1-7-2 24 sarees

nagar indepen 13 pairs
: dent
Golagamu Dhoties 40 lbs.
Sarees'10s ,, '
Puriti-  Sarees 12 sarees
penta or 30 ]bs.
Koniche Sarees? 80 1bs. 11s
Bondapille Sarees® 40 lbs. 10s
Puriti~- Dhoties - 9 pies 180 yards
penta : a cubit . -
Ponduru Dhoties 120s* 45 ,,
- Wage
earners
Ponduru Sizing ’ As.8 15 warps
a warp .
Spinning ., As. 2 a 24 tolas

tola of 30s

Monthly
earnings

14-0-0
18-13-C

7-8-0
5-4-0
8-0-0

21-0-0

10-8-0
16-14-0

32-9-0
10-0-0

18-0-0
7-8-0

3-0-0

We see from the above figures that the weavers who
produce khaddar cloths are able to earn much more
than the weavers who do the ordinary work. DBut these
high wages are due to the special demand for khaddar
which is a result of the Non-co-operation movement.

1. The Golagamu weavers can produce as much as those of Koniche buf* there is less

demand for their cloths.

2., The Koniche weavers owe the'r better wages tothe big local demand. Kosiche is a

smalltows.

3. Tho Bondapille workers get 8 avnas mare per sarceduring the four mouths - of . the

marfriage teason.

4, lte Ponduru worker who proluzss Khildar cloth is assisted by a coo'ie wlu; is peid

Rs. 12 a month.
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Gangan DistricT.”

- Place  Kind of Kind of Ra,te'of Monthly Monthly
' work worker payment production ea,rnlngs
Chica- Khaddar Wage As. 4ayd. 120 yds. 30-0-0
cole sarees Inde- Rs. 4 a 3 pieces 12-0-0
o 408 pendent piece :
Santa- Sarees - ,, 120 yds.  10-0-0

bommali . _
» » full time 30 sarees 13-14-0
Ichha- Gaman- Inde- 192 yards - 20-4-0
pur cha pendent ‘
~ dhoties
Khaddar ., worker 175 yds. 27-8-0

In Santabommali and most of the other villages of
Ganjam District people who have lands produce 30sarees
a month for 7.months and only 5 sarees a month, during the
restof the year when they goto work on their lands. Every
weaver does the warping and sizing himself with the aid
of his wife and sothe woman in his family gets no special
wages. )

All these weavers are also skilled agricultural
workers and so they get employment in the fields for 14
weeks in the year and earn enough from ﬁeld work to
get food to last them for half the yea.r :

ICHHAPUR

- A weaver of Khaddar, Mada Lingaraju of Ichhapur
is able to earn as much as Rs. 20.a month but the follow-
ing figures show that his average earnings are only Re.17-6-0
per month. The amount of & weaver’s earnings should be
to some extent, qualified by the consideration that, after
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all, he is a human being and is subject to- ichills, fevers,
laziness, holidays and dislike of the worketc. His output
is sure to vary from time to time. -

THE ForLLOWING IS A RECORD OF HIS PRODUCTION
AND EARNINGS.

Date on which he Wages paid per
took yarn and Yarn taken cloth delivered.
veturned cloth. :

11 March 1924 30 seers of yarn Rs. 8-<7-0

26, 173 4—14—-9
3 April 18 5—1--0
12 ,, 173 - 4—14-—9
30 ., 314 - 9—2—6
-9 May 19} 5—6—3
18 ,, 121 : 3—7—0
5 June - 273 ’ 7—11—9
7 19 5—5-—3
2 July 40 1140
17 o, 36} 1030
29 T 1-i15—6
9 Aug. - .6} 1-13—3
16 ,, 341 9—10—1 .
28 s . 331,; 9—T7—0
6 Sept. 141 5—0—3
14 14 5-2—4
27 28%- ‘8—0—3
6 0ct ' 4L 401
15 19 S 5-5~—6
‘5 Nov, 31} 8—12—7
10 ,, ‘ 63 1-14—-3
26 ,, 32 » 9—0—0
Z Dec. 11% 3—4-—9
jo sy 15‘%L ) ' 4*4——3
24 43 12—3—9

Time taken about 9% -months. Total Rs. 165—11-—-1

v— —————————————

Average per month Rs: 17-—6-—0.
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From the above: table,. kindly furnished by the
Khaddar organisation.iof Ichhapur, we learn that he
earned only Rs. 17—6--0- a month.- on an average, his
earnings varying from:about Rs. 13 to Rs. 21 per month.

SiLx WEAVING INDUSTRY:
Peddapur and Uppada.

In Peddapur and Uppada;-there is silk weaving,
which is movre prosperotis~and--better paying than the
ordinary weaving with cotton.yarn. . But not long ago,
these places were engaged in producing cotton goods, and
they have now become silk Wea.vmg centres because,
higher remuneration is -available:<n:silly weaving. In
Peddapur; the average: income-of & family: engagg,d, in silk
weaving comes to Rs. 19—8—0 and.this income: is. .deci-
dedly higher than that of the cotton weavers. Bulliyya
prodices ‘90 yards'of-‘turbdn: cloth” in 2 months,- and is
paid Rs. 13 perpiece of 30 yards by 1} yards:: S.Veera
raju, produces in & ‘montk Q pikces of :rumals!of -30.yards
edch on his twd looms and gets\Rs:: 40.- K. . Kannayya
gets on the average Rs. 752 monthoon: his 2 looms,:but
pays Rs. 14 to his employer 'and so earns  Rs. 61 net-a
month. Messrs Somaraju Brothers of Péddapur have
supplied the following figures of one Kannayya bearlng
on his work and earnings. '

Dates on which '
From cloths were:: . Pieces
-delivered
971924 23— 7—1924 1 piece
6— 8—-1924 1,
21— 81924 1
7
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12— 91924 1
30— 9—1924 1 ,,

11—10—1924 1 ,,
30—10—1924¢ 1 ,,
18—11—1924 1 ,.
2—12—1924 1 ,,
16—12—1924 1 .,
26—12—1924 1 ,,
26— 1—1925 1

2

About 63 months. 12 pieces

Wage per piece Rs. 20.
Total earnings on 2 looms—Rs. 480 or about

Rs. 74 per month.

. Because of the various festivals,the Devanga Sabha’
and Vanasantarpanam, 2 only one piece was produced in
the month between 26th December and 25th January.
Otherwise, one saga in every fortnight is produced on
each loom on the whole.  So, by producing 2 pieces a
month on a loom, one can earn Rs. 49 a month. Suppo-
sing there are about 300 looms in Peddapur engaged in ,
silk-weaving, then 60C pieces or 18,000 yards of cloth isy
produced. There are 200 looms 'in- Uppada, producing
another 12,000 yards of silk cloth and so 3,000 .yaﬁaﬂ. of
silk cloth is produced every month in these two places.
All this oloth and much more can be sold in any of the
towns of the Andhra country and there are imfiense

Yo wini the conference of the Andhra Devangas held in Peddapur,

It is an Andhra word, v‘vl;xlgh means eating.in common in a garden. The"_'""nting ug
doue in honour of God and to pleasé Him. : :
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possibilities for this manufacture if only the foreign
competition is minimised. The silk turbans, rumals and
sarees that are produced here, will generally find a good
market in the Telugu country, but the market there is
congested with Japanese goods. In order to with-stand
the Japanese competition, much can be done towards
lowering the prices of these. cloths, by better organisation
of the weavers and their work and by facilities of better
marketing. And so, if all .or most of the weavers of
this part of the country can be induced to work on silk
and if there is some co-operative effort made among them
to supply silk at cheap rates and on cheap.credit and to
sell the cloths produced, at better prices, much good can
be done to them and their posierity. ! :

Berhampur.

This place is also better known for its silk weaving
than for cotton weaving and the demand for its silk
cloth is almost a steady and inelastic one as the people
who generally wear them are Brahmins who are not a
large and growing community. But the demand varies
in different seasons of the year, as the purchasing capa-
city of the people mainly depends upon the success or
failare of crops.\Of late, Japanese competition is affect-
ing the trade in sarees and turbans, but the merchants
are of opinion that foreign competition cannnot have

1 Thesilk-weaving industry of Peddapuram and Uppada is very
badily affected by the competition of the artificial 8ilk indus-try. which
has sPrung up almost in every i tant handl weaving centre
Sarees of the same pattern and petuas those of silkare manufactured
at dead cheap rates with artificial silk and so the silk weaving industry
of the Presidency is seriously threatened with failure,
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much eﬁ'ect upoh tflelr trade.’” Durlng the “boom’ th&t
prévailed in 1919--1924," a wWeavér used to get Rs. 50
a month on hls l6om, while the caprtahst employer was
able to ma.ke at least Rs. 10 a month on' évery worker.
Ovymg to the present depression, which is'die to lower
purchasmg power of the people and Japanese competi-
tlon, the ea.rmngs “have gone down cons1dembly -and a
Weaver can earn only Rs. 20 a montH. Every weavet'is
complaamng that he hai Hot enough wotk; that his- capi~
talist is not adva.ncmg ‘raishmi’.as fréely -asbefore, and-
‘ that his c]otbs aré not sold as quickly as in the last boom-
and tha.t he {s therefore obliged ta " producs’ fewer and*
fewer cloths. Y. Surayya produces 4 sagds. A ‘saga
consists of 2 Rumals or a saree and ‘méasures 8 yards and’
so this weaver produces 24 yards a month, with the help
of a boy who is paid Rs. 4 a month. He is an independent
artisan as most others are in the sense that he takes the
risk of the fluctuating prices. But he ta.kes ‘Ralshml on
credit from the caplta,hst and is always theavily mdebted
to the latter. Durmg the last boom, hé used- to ‘edrn
Rs. 18 to Rs. 20 per plece “and this make Rs. 45 to Rs. 50
a month mcludmg the Rs. 4 for the coolie; but now he
is able to earn only Rs. 28 a month.

1 But since 1925 the p'odpctlon of Mldl clolhl mnnuhctured out of artlﬁcul “ailk
has ndverl =ly affected this mduslry nlso The only saving feature for the wasvers is that

whereas the ailk cloths last fora long time, the new sarees of nfuﬁcml silk cannot last for more
than 6 months of daily weat.
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It can he sa.uI that ‘the sysigm of. agp,;epb}ces}pg
Br,evgﬂmr in the handlogm qu.mpg md[qst;;g Qf., t]:us
part of Tudia is not very (Ixfferent In 1t esseptial charase
terlshcs from tha} of. the Decban b i3 not 4 gomm}l?org
system, a.nd thgre is no spec,lﬁ‘ sban&'ar Q;f skl l whxcﬁ
an a.pprentlce shouI(I aftain I;efo* hg can Begm work. as
a trained ‘vea.va; Boys 1ea.rq, from tﬁeq gafrgnts as faa;
as is ‘conveniel: a.nd w,here a fa.‘her; ha,s more tl’;a.n Y‘(ﬁ
sons, he’ hi: nself t;a.ms two sqn§ a,nd sends tfl othe go-
some 0the1 Wea.ver who vo untegrs to teac t‘};eng
work A wea,ver’k son s eXgected to ‘become a od

weaverin hls turn a.n,&ysmce(:g Are a.ze not‘ ma?njf pq_gg 3‘§
tiors in whmh a wea.Ver can geb his okilds en tr"me
every weaver's boy i is mma.*é& into the x,nysterfeso wea,r
ving evei from his chlldhood Tha.t 1s why we ﬁn&
scores: of unskﬂled and unfit’ ‘Weavers m gvery pla.ce, yﬁo
are obliged to: plod on theit miserable way of life. - The
very existence of these people must deteriorate thg con-
dition of the- mdus try. "It they‘could be ehmlua,*e by a
humane system of prowdlng them w1t:h a. }?ore g};hg‘,ble
employment, the eﬁl"lency of an a-verage Weé.ver woul
be higher; the aver age “cost of prodlucmon wouId Be fovygr.
and then the- ha.nd\voven goods “could competé n;orele
successfully with the machine made clotﬁs and t?ge w;:g,-

vers could find'a blgger market for then"wares. -

A boy of ten s pentiin. Palakgl Gﬁm{%@‘ the masher
for .one yearo-work.withont.wages [Then-he iz paid
Rs (1 to, Bs. 18-(1 per. month for:the'second.year: . Durs
ing the,third and fonrth years Bs. 4.a. month is paid

28 )
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When he has acquired enough skill he starts weaving on
his own and begins to earn about Rs. 6 per month. In
Mori every father who has more than one son to be
trained, trains one of them himself and sends the rest to
other weavers who have no children to train and who
are in need of the assistance of boys. Betteg wages are
pa.ld to the apprentxces. because of the weaving of the

*petu sarees’ of Mori, Chintalapalli and Jaggannapettah.
An apprentice’is paid Rs. 2 a month durirg the very
ﬁtst year of his traicirg when he is usually 14 years old.
During the second and third years he is paid Rs. 3 amouth
‘But he is paid Rs.4amonth in the fourth year and by the
end of the fourth year, he is usually corsidered tobe a full
blown weaver and so he finishes his apprenticeship. Then "
he starts weaving cloths of 80s and is paid Rs.3 ver saree,
and after five months, he is allowed to work on sarees of
1008 and is paid Rs. 6 a saree. But some boys, who have
not»become sufficiently skiled at the end of the fourth
year, are allowed to work on 60s yarn only.

The usual practice in Bandarlanka is, as elsewhere,
for fathers to train their children from their twleth year.
But there are 50 boys in this village who are employed
by weavers to assist them in their weaving ‘petu sarees’.
They are paid monthly salaries of Re. 1,2, 3 and 6 each,
according to their age and skill. When a boy attains
the age of 16, he begins to earn full wages. In the
Peddapur and Uppada centres, children are usually
trained by their parents. And if some children are sent
to learn from other weavers, they are not paid anythirg
because the master has to take more pains in _teachirg
them to weave silk cloths than he does in the case
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of cotton weaving. In Chirala, Bhattiprolu and
Pedana, much the same kind of system prevails,
though apprentices are not paid, because there are too
many of them. In Ellore, Pentapadu, and Bheemavaram,
the industry is in a decaying condition and so the sons
of the weavers are learning agricultural work with more
care than they bestow upon weaving. In the Gra.n]a.m
and Vizagapatam Districts, a weaver is both an igricultu-
rist and a weaver and no- special attention is paid to
either, in schools. As for Kalahasti and Venkatagiri
the system that is in vogue in Pullampettah is to some
extent favoured. But everywhere,. little importance is
attached to this part of the organisation of the industry.
Technical skill of a superior quality is not valued to any
great extent: : |

Though weavers also pay Rates in Vizianagaram
Peddapur, Palakol, Ellore and Chirala ‘Municipalities,
Pedana, Vetapalem, Itchapur; Chicacole, Koniche, Ana-
kapalle, Venkatagiri and Kalahasti Unions, .not even one
‘Spinning and Weaving School’ is established either by
the Municipalities or by the Urions. Weavers ‘also -pay
a professional-tax in Chirala and Palakol, and -the
Venkatagiri- Taluk Board has decided to levy a profes-
sional-tax and yet, they propose to take-no steps.to do
any good to weavers in return for this fax. Machili-
patnam has been famous for centuries for its Kalankari
printing and Chirala .and Vetapalem for their dyeing
industry and we search in vain to find any interest

1 Kalacbari1s an Aodhra mame givea to very Imumul and fascinating desigos printed
1 difereat colours on white cloth. The Kalankari. cioths are mostly macufactured 1 and
arousd Machilipatnam, from which the East lndm Compny used to export these cloth&
te' Europe,
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among.the responsible citizenssy of the places mentioned
to: establish a. Technieal School ta give. better training
om maré gcientific.and modern_lines,. to. the. children, of
the, workers, - I is high. time that. somethiug -is done
towaxds, satmfymg, the crying need. for Technical
Schoo,ls, and_ it can. be sald with. all. expphasis. thas the
cohbonzlndustryn can. never make any progpess, wuh;m@
such. schools. .

It s unjusb hmle’vy pmf&s&lonal.-ta,xes upan weavers,
'Whﬁ &re 14 most: eases. tnable -fo earn: ‘even::15: Rs. a
month and whe cam get only 20 Rs. with great diffieulty.
Tt 13 only in exceptional casesand during shorb periods of
gréabést: démamd. thab' they ean:hope: to. realise aboud
B 804 - Aswrshill see ip the-chaptert on the standard
of living, these weavers earn scarcely enough inoieyp to
provide themselves with sufficient, wholesome food and
tlothing and it is notHing legs than+ plundering the star-
wving hpimanity te:létvy . such: an undesirabletax on
thein., Moredver, thid. has certainiother unforfunate ard
jrouble some effeatsinpon.the family happinessand ucity
of the weavers, 14 tends. tQ-break up.families into: those
oi pae or $We.dovrns ’lone, S0 that they: cam -avaid paying
shis-tax, Again’ thia . impost,’ Becording. to the rules,
shonid he levied only wpon. those: who: have amonthly
dpcomeef e -30.0n more. - Lt is extremely difficult for a
Botrdi or a-Mugidipal Cavncil ¢o- know whether a weaver
Bets Re 30 {or Jemssa smonth. Itso -happensin Adoni-and
Palakol wt-any wate, that the' thx. is raised -on everyone
swithtnft sny @istinction, 'the wesvers-being:expected to
protest and get ¥idvfdt, ‘where unjustly levied, But as
teveryone-in. India.knews,:it:is.impoessible-for-these -igne- .
Tant Wedvers to gét ¥id of ‘it, once it is‘levied upon them.
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 What is more, these weavers are very much afraid of
officers and so they prefer to pay to ircurrirg their
displeasure, by protesticg. '

Men and Women.

The famished parents exploited very often, the
labour of their small children, when the textile industry
of Eugland was going through the Irdustrial Revolution:
and the handloom weavers had to face the increasing
competizion of machine-made goods. In many. a casc the-
same charge can be levelled against these ha.ndloom.
weavers of the And_hra, Desha. If only chances are
offered to get their children employed wi h some profit,
most weavers will be ready to send their children of six,

\and more to be employed as long a3 is nezessiry during
the day. Even now, they prove very hard task mas‘ers
to their childrer, who are unusually dozile, bummss—hke
and serious for their age. These children are used to
carry this ard that from 1he mother to the father, from
the preparatcry workshcp tothe pit so many times durirg.
the day of 10 hours, or more, that they have scarcely
any time to play and enjoy themselves The appren-
tizes are also worked for ten hours a day in most cases
and they caunot hope to ez.]oy any freedom a.fter tha.t ag
their parents will have some work or other wzutmg for.
them. The humdrum toil goes on without cessation and
even the six to eight hours sleep a'boy.or a glrl gets is
disturbed by the tip tap noise of the blessed loom The‘
parents are indeed veritable explmters of child labour}
axd this exploitation, however mercxlesq, jnhuman and.
unjust, is shielded by so-called pa,rent;a,l authority and
filial devotion. The evil decreases in its- intensity and

29
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ba.rba.rlty as the' earnings of the families mcrea.'se -+ For.
irstance, it is much lees'in the - 1\Ior‘(hern Circars than in
the Ceded Districts, more interse ‘in decaying centres
like Pentapada and Bheemavaram than.in Palakol and
Ambajeepettah centres, very little in Peddapur and Ber-
hampur, but pretty bad in. Itcha.pur' and’ Chicacole, and
soon. This exploitation is an’ abomma.txon in the Wea.-'

. vers and a curse 'upon poverhy ridden India.’

As for the posmon of WOmen, ore canrot be as
pessimistic about’ them as about chlldren, but they are
surely ha.r{essed merm]ess]y to the heavy cart of the
burdened life of the Weavers A woman works from
the mormng till the nexkb mormng, with a short break of
five to six }*ours Her childrer, her charka, the harks
she 'must prepare, her' pcssibly drurken -husbaid,
or' husband w1th many concubmes, a.nd her, qunkicd
neighbours; all "causé her immense ‘a:xiety; in
addltmn to the tiresome-. work of 'cooking, feedicg,
turnmg the » w1ndmg wheel .ard prepa.nrg the

* Warp she ba.s todo. Her life in the Decca.n is worse

~ thah that of & donkey, but she dxﬁers from that avimal

in her power of speech She goes on cursing, grumbling,
murmurmg and muttermg a.buse and receives reproaches

- and | blows from her husbmd ‘many . a.tlme - daring {he

dav. In ma.ny aca.se, ‘she is, as a.dchcted to drick ard
dxu7s as her husba.nd The We&ver 's wife is more ca.refu[
in the Northern C1rca.rs a.nd enjoys grea.ter freedom,
wedrs better | clothmg, ‘and adorns “herself ~with more
ornaments She is of course ]ess hardworked and better
treated in Chu'a.la, Peda.na, Palakol and Peddapur, as
the condlfmrs of Wea.vers a.re better there than e]se-
wheré. What ghe earrs'in mom:y, she ' has no ba.nk tao
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deposit ir; she has no icsurance fund to. put by morey
agairst: bad times; ard there ‘18 ‘no iron -safe .for her to
keep her belorgirgs. - Every penny.she earrs-is given to
her husband, and thougn she has some:voice in::deciding.
the family budge*, thie husbard has ‘the final say. - Out’
of the margin of i income which a weaver may speLd as
he’ hkes, it is the ma.n who en]oys aJl a.nd the, woman
practically no*hmg " The few annas spent on festlvals
ard the few ples expended on weels are the onIy moreys
she is free to ha dle. It is these fasts that our nahona_.— '
lis’s ‘who decry: the' better orga,msed fa.;'t;ory sybtem, ,
should recogrise. Tt must be recogniSed that -only
throngh great ‘er économic freedom of women, whlch
resulfs from a better orga.msed system of- 1ndus+ry and &’
raising of standard of living; can the famlly life’ of the’
weavers become wholesome and happy ’

The inverdive capaclly of lhe Weavers. .

The inventive capasity “of the hamdloom weavers
varies in-direct ploportlon to the generaﬂ average’ techni<
cal'skill "of the wehvers. = * As ‘thé" Techmca.‘[ SchOOIs
become sufﬁmenlly numerous, as every weaver’ a,"qulrﬂs k!
certain technical skill and effiziency, and -as "there’ a.re
more ard more chances for people of new-ideas to’ expe-
riznent ard to succeed, the inventive - capasity “increases,
The chief pecularity with' the handléom weaving
industry. of this and other provinces is that those ‘people -
who manufasturé Jooms, shuttles .a.d .other ‘mechanical
instruments are entirely different from those who.weave.
. The former - copstitute a seprate: caste by themseives,
usually the Viswa Brahmins in the Telugu Distriots .and:
the Kammalars in the Tamil Dlsbncts, and so thexe is
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very little chance, if any, for the weavers to get into
touch with this branch of'the industry ard to chance the
instrument with which they work, to suit the changed
economic circumstances. So the weavers have not been
able to interest themselves in new inventions, ex-ept for
the solitary instance of Paramakudi of Ramnad District.

We have therefore fo deal with the changesthat
are made from time to time in the desigrs, pattercs and
modes either through inventive skill or knazk of adap-
tation .and imitation. In Adoni, Rayadrug, Kurnool,
Tadpatri‘and Putturn and all other important places of
Ceded Dis'rizir, weavers hive been very quick in giving
up the vegetable dyes which they used to get from
different places of the Mysore Dowmiuions aud in taking
to foreign synthetic dyes. They realised long ago, that
‘the latter are brighter,‘ and are better liked by the people
and so they had no hesitation in giving up Indian dyes,
which are, moreover, more costly, aad more  diffizult to
work with. Madura is the most important ceutre for
dyeing yarn in the Presidency. Madras and Chirala
Salem and Kumarapalayam of Salem District come v.ext
in leading the way in introducing foreign colours. Nation-

lists may have good reasors for deploring this change,
- but the weavers have done a wise thing, so far as their
own interests areconcerncd. Still considerable quantities
of indigo aud some other Indian dyes are used in Adoni,
Prodduturu and Dharmavaram, but they are used, not
because of any sentiment in- their favour, but because of
their greater suitability and cheapness for certain kirds
of cloth, In Tadpatri, Kurnool and Adoni, the dyein
industry iis organised as a special branch, but in all other.
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places, the master weavers or capitalist employers dye
their own yarn. In Pullampettah, Pedana and a few
other places, attempts are being made to introduce this
branch of industry; so we can consider that these colours
have come to stay. '

In Machilipatnam and Pamidi, calico printing is
carried on, on a very large scale. The Kalankaris of the
former town have been famous in the whole of India and
in other countries and many of their beautiful prints were
given by Havell in his “Art Magazine”. There have not
been many additions in recent years to the number of
patterns in use and if there has been any change at all,
it is for the worse. The tastes of the people have
changed so thoroughly by the introduction of foreign
fashions, and foreign cloths with less artistic but more
gaudy colours and designs, that this excellant Kalankari
printing has received, in the opinion of everyone in
Machilipatnam, a set back. Many printers became weavers,
and many master printers were reduced to the level of
wage earning weavers. Happily, the Gandhi Movement
has furnished the much needed encouragement to this
printing. ®As the tastes of many people have almoss
completely been changed by thismovement, we now find
these cloths in many a middle class home. The printers
have not yet had enough time to invent any large
number of new prints. Yet there have been some new
prints, such as “spinning wheels” and “Mahatma Gandhi”
in letters, so it can be said shat the printers of this town

" can effect changes in their prints, though slowly,
30 '
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if they are given a chance to doso. 7 As for Pamidi, the
same thing holds good, except for the fact that this centre
has had a fair share of continuous prosperity all the
‘time. The five capitalists in this place are mtelhgent
and quick witted people and they have not been slow to
follow the lead given by Lancashire and Bombay. They
have been imitating some of the Japanese prints. The
prints they have invented are not many, but they are
very important, in that they are more suitable to the
tastes of the people. But the capitalists themselves say
that they do mnot consider the study of the changing
tastes of the people as their most important duty and
that they are usually -satisfied with wor king on- the
traditional prints and designs.

In Prodduturu, Pul]ampetta.h, Madhavaram, there
has been no change in the designs of the cloths woven
for a very long time, but there has been an addition to
the kinds of cloths woven in Adoni, Bellary, and Ven-
katagiri. The introduction of kiles into Kalahasti,
Venkatagiri, Chirala, Bhattiprolu and Pedana has been &
noteworthy one, and the progress, its manafacture has
made in the last twenty years, has been marvellous. 2The
manufacture of head rumals of the Palakol gnd Amba-
jeepettah centres is again a new 111troduct10n and it has
also attained a great prominence. Putturu and Madha-

1 Art Exhibitions such as those held in Rajahmundry aod Machilipatoam in'1925.-26
and the Indian Home Exhibition held in March - April 1928 1o Adyar aad the All India

Khaddar and Induatrial Exhibitions held in December 1927 would help priaters to a great
extect.

2 These centres are now (20-6-1926) sufferiog from acute economic distress lecause -of
an uoprec:dented depression in the kiles trade.  The merchants at Madras heve huge stocks of
kiles cloth and they are unable to sell them. The weavers of Pedasa complan that the “kiles
manufacture may have to be given up.
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varam have converted themselves from cotton weaving
places into ‘Lace and Fine Yarn' centres; and Peddapu-

ram and Uppada from cotton weaving centres into silk
weaving places.

I have been able to get more definite and useful
information -about the changes that occurred in the
market of Chirala.. There is alot of competition from
foreign cloths, to the coloured and plain grey sarees with :
borders, that are woven here. THhe ‘Matsyagandhi,
Lakkanchu’ pieces are competing with them. Ravika
cloths called ‘Pavadas’ used to be manufactured on a
large scale in this place and girls in and around Jaggay-
yapettah of the Krishna District used to wear them, as a
social habit, until they were married, Tastes changed
and the demand for these pavadas declined and -the fifty
looms that then were engaged in producing them had to
turn to other work. Some weaver.invents a néw 'design
only slightly different from the one-or ones that are pre-
valent but. which is more attractive and he sells -it him-
self directly to the consumers; others 'soon follow him,
and make as much profit as they can. Before long, an-
other design is brought forward by some other weaver or
weavers and the change in the work upon the looms goes
on constantly in this way. Also, the weavers are very
quick in following the designs displayed on foreign cloths
or cloths of other parts.. The following are some of the
many new designs that created a stir in this big market.
Namalanchu, Kornalanchu, Lakkanchu, BalamaniSarees,
Raitanchu Sarees, Dapsa, Mabbuchaya, Bulgu, Puthani,
Karnatic. Mr. Ramakantam, who won a Medal in the
1908 Madrag Textilé Exhibition says ‘““We have sufficient
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' number of people who can hit upon new designs and

fashions, and who can help us to keep our trade always

-up-to-date. Our people are quick enough to see through

the advantages of the changes and so we react quickly to
the new changes and tastes. It is quite usual with every
one of us to work uvon several designs in a year or a
couple of years. Mr. Ande Subbarayudu of Bhattiprolu
is a great artist and can weave shirt without any knitting
on the loom itself and he was trained in this place. Our
family and two others, used to weave cloths in competi-
tion with the calico checks, and our cloths were equally
valued. We were also able to sell for higher prices
for a time. But we have given up that work, because
prices have fallen.”

‘Petu Saree’ manufacturing which is carried on, .on

.such a large scale in Mori, Jaggannapettah, Bandarlanka

and Pedana of the Krishna and Godavari Districts is a

© new innovation, which has a romantic story. There is a

weaver in Chintalapalle, brother of B. Pedakotlllngam,
who is the hero of - -this story. He stole his way some-
how into thé Rajahmundry Silk Mill and learnt the way
to weave the petu cloths. He understood how to use the
Dobbies, which are of great use in weaving these cloths.
Then he came back to Mori and set up his workshop, in
which he produced these cloths. It was a new thing in

" this centre and so the demand for them was very great.

He was getting #& 100 a month on his two looms and
Rs. 60 on his two employees and he went on like this
merrily for several months. The weavers . ‘of all the
surrounding places wanted to learn the. secret, but our
hero jealously guarded it. But one day he went to at-
tend a marriage ceremony in his village, Chintalapalle,
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which is only eight miles away, and that was the chance
the Mori weavers were clever enough to seize. They
broke into his workshop, examined everything and found
out the secret. And from the next day onwards there sprung
many weavers, attempting to weave these cloths. Soon
this industry spread to Jaggannapettah, Chinfalapalle,
and Bandarlanka. Pedana people learnt the work from
their relatives in these places and so now the weavers
are able to earn their livelihood more easily. From the
above facts, it is evident that the weavers are pretty
quick in adopting new colours and designs, if only they
are convinced that they will pay. - '

But it is necessary to establish Techunical Schools
for teaching the children of weavers, spinning, we ving
dyeing, printing, designing and, the science of invention
by ocular demonstration, for which a study of the psycho-
logical effects of colour shades is necessary. As long as
we are, as at present, with no organised system of
training, our handloom weavers can never hope to stand
before the competition of the mills. It is not mere food
that is wanted for weavers but it is a rise in the standard
of living, the raising of wages and a greater and fuller
life, that are desired. To achieve such an ideal, technical
training is the only foundation. Moreover, we shall
have to recognise that it is the handloom weavers who
should become the pioneers of new designs, fashions, and
prints, which will be in time taken up by the mills,
when they reach the stage of standardisation. To
_increase the inventive capacity of weavers, technjcal
training is the only means.

——g——



CHAPTER V.

The Economic Organisation and conditions
of Working in the South

Chingleput district- is an important centre for
hand-loom weaving because there is'in it that ancient
manufacturing city, Conjeevaram which has been well
known for its Towels, Dhoties, Shirtings, Handkerchief.
Dhuppatis and Sarees. Silk Sarees, Silk Ravikas, laced
and petu bordered Sarees and Uppercloths are also
manufactured here on an extensive scale. The .rough
sarees manufactured here are chiefly exported to dis-
tricts in the South as the poor people in this tract wear
these clothes more usually than the mill made ones
Brahmins wear silk cloths that are produced here and
in Salem and Madura. In the South hand-woven cloth
is worn because it lasts longer and also because after.
repeated washing, it acquires a light brown colour which
the ryots like and hence the continuous demand for these
sarees. Before the war, foreign sarees of beautiful designs
with more gloss, used to compete with the sarees woven
here, but probably owing to the higher costs of
manufacturing, they are not now imported in such large
quantities and so the weavers here are faring somewhat
better than they would have done otherwise.

The Secretary of the Weaver's Co-operative Union
of this place is of opinion that demand for the cloths
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manufactured here will depend in future upon the
purchasing power of the people and the ability of the
weavers so to organise their trade as to enable them to
compete on better terms with the mill-made cloth. Most
of the men in the South who do manual work in the
open air wear scarcely enough- clothing to cover their
bodies and the women of the same class, and many
others, wear sarees only and no bodics. This is so, not
because they are unwilling. to clothe themselves more
fully though indeed there is no need to do so, but
because they are not able fo -buy any more clothing. 1
And so, if the economic condmons are bettered, there is
much potentm.l future demand which our weavers can
explojt.

| Merchants import yarn ‘from Madras and sell it to
‘the weavers mostly on credit: -Most of these weavers
are independent artisans with a capital of Rs. 10 to 20
each and they all buy their yarn in the city itself. They
-all sell their eloth in the -open Bazaar and one can see
them in hundreds any evening; with a few sarees before
each, awaiting the buyers in the garden-like High Street
‘of Conjeevaram. They are all therefore atthe mercy
of the fluctuations in prices of the yarn and cloth mar-
kets and ‘they can ill afford toface such extreme‘and
rapid fluctuations as have become the rule after the war.

_The merchants in this city get their orders from
‘Tinnevelly, Ramnad, Trichinopoly, - Tanjore g.nd othér
places in the_ South, and they. export the cloth which

!

11 We must however 'epogm‘se that the women-of, Vellala, Vaddar and:Thevar castes
think it’ wrong ‘to wear bodu:e: Bul the number and the length, o! the sarees, worn, by thes-
women have shows an apprecrable iucrease iuthe last twenty years.
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they buy from the independent artisans. When the
market is dull, the: merchants make their best profits
because they can dictate their own terms to the weavers
who are anxious to secure some money.wherewith to live.

The manufacture of Lungis is in this city mostly in
the hands of the Muhammadans who inhabit ‘Ali-Muho-
med-pettah’ in which alone there are 650 looms out of a
total of 1010 looms in th_e.city engaged in manufacturing
the kiles. There are .three merchants who have
s 3,000 each ard they do business on an ordinary
scale. Two other merchants have Rs 25,000 each, who -
employ hundreds of smaller workers. The Muhamma-
dans of this pattah are all independent artisans and they
own all ‘the looms on work in this quarter; only a
hundred of them*weave *and-the others supervise merely
their workers. . The employees are mostly reciuited from
the Hindus, as the latter have. not enough money to
start on their own. The. Muhammadans know all the
intricacies of the trade better than the Hindus, as it is
mostly for the Muhammadans who- wear the kiles, Yet,
some of the Hindu workers have learnt it well -and
have begun to work independently and hence we find
350 looms among :the Pa,dma.-Sales ( Telugu weaving.
caste) of the city.

These weavers, as a whole, have no inventive
power; they have been working on ‘the same old
patterns for many generations. ‘Even the ‘Dobby’
work was a failure in this city. Unless new patterns are
demonstraied and forced upon them, they do not adopt
them. But once they see the monetary advantage of
new designs, they are quick enough to adopt them. For

32 '
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ingtance “ Vellakolambu”, a new design on kiles, was
introduced into the city, and a cloth with -that design
was gelling at Rs 6-8-0 at first. Soon all people began
producing the same and the price fell suddenly and
many employers lost heavily.

The merchants who deal in the kiles deduct % anna
per piece from the prices paid to the weavers, and they
pay it in their turn to the Madras merchants who buy
from them. These Madras people profess to spend that
sum, upon charity, as the merchants for Cotton and
Silk cloths in this city itself do, but no one knows how
much they really appropriate for themselves.

There are many capitalist employers in the Silk
trade, who give oul silk yarn to weavers and pay
them piece work rates, Among them, Mr. Krishna Sa,
a Sourashtra ' merchant, is the most prosperous one,
and he employs more than a hundred weavers.

Wages and Earnin‘gs._ .(Tgpical Cases).

‘Ragahavasa earns Xs 13-4-0 net per piece of silk
coating cloth of 12 yards and he gets monthly ks 26-8-0
by producing two such pieces. He is a ‘Mungani’ worker
under Mr. Krishna Sa. Another employer, has two emplo-
yees, who produce 20 yards a month and on whom he
makes o profit of Rs 2-8-0 a month. His son, ‘working
on a loom earns another s 15-0-0, his younger son
gets Rs 3-8-0 and his daughter who lifts the ‘Dobby’

1 “Sourashira® is an old name for Gujarat. The Sourashtras of the Madras
Presidency are a caste of silk weavers whu emigrated from Gujarat in consequence of
Muhammadag invasions. and affer many wanderings seitfled in Madura and other towas of the
extreme south, . They claim to be Brahmins. ’
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gets Rs 4-0-0; while his wife -and daughter-in-law earn
Rs 2-0-0 each by working on the preparatory processes.
Thus, by organising his family members systematically,
he gets Rs31-8-0 3 month in addition to Rs5-10-0 he makes
from selling sweets He also gets Rs2-8-0 from house rents.
Another employer who does not care to work hard, pays
only s 10 for a piece that is prepared in a month by
each of his two workers ard gets Rs 2 upon each: of
them. The women in his family earu another Rs 4
by their work. A third family having one loom
working on dhoties and another on kiles, gets Rs 15
on the former and #s 11-4-0 on the latter, while the-
woman of the house ge's Rs3-12-0 per month by working
on the preparatory work for silk. Thus, it has a monthly
income of s 30. There is one called Setti whois an
independent artisan and he has two looms working on silk,
He and his son produce 1% yards a day and earn Rs 1-1-6
or Rs31-13-0 a month. On the other hand a wage-earner,
working on silk, is able to produce only one piece of 25
yards in a month and can therefore earn only
s 12-8-0.  Another wage-earner working on
dhoties gets only its 7-13-0 & month, after producing
25 pairs of short cloths of 3 yds. apair. An employer
makes 3} as. on every piece produced and therefore
he makes #ts 3-0-9 upon each of his workers,
while the two members of the family earn Rs 36-1-6 by
their own labour. Another weaver gets Rs 39-12-0 per
month on his three looms working on silk "sarees,
A weaver weaves in two months five Indra Colour
Sarees of 8 yards or 5 Tenipattu * Sarees of 9 yards and
gets paid Rs 11 per pair or Rs 13-4-0 a month.

1 It is the local name for a paricular kind of silk used,
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The work on kiles pays better than that on rough
cloths, and if one can engage employees, the work on
silk is the best paying. Weaving fine sarees with lace
borders comes next but since that work isin the hands
of the employers, there is as great an- exploitation here
ag8 we find elsewhere. The weavers are poorer here
than in the Guntur and Krishna Districts, while the
industry is not so well organised, except for kiles, as in
Peddapur.

Indebtedness.

Two thousand and eight hundred rupees is the
toral debt of the 15 budgets we have collected and so the
average debt is Rs 186-10-2 per family. The total amount
of interest paid is s 324 and the average family has to
pay an interest of Rs 218 a year. Four families out of the
12 indebted do not pay any intereston the debts they owe
to their capitalist employers. Twelve out of the 15
families considered are found to be indebted. The
average family income per month is Rs 35-3-8 and if all
this money were to be used for clearing the debt, it
would take 73 months to clear it.

Housing.

Eleven out of the 15 families selected, own.
houses, while the other four rent them. One family pays.
in rent Rs 2-8-0 a month and the rest pay each Re.1la
month. The houses in Conjeevaram are all tiled and well
built, but they are the most hopelessly congested houses
the present writer has ever seen among the weavers
in the districts visited and it is a great wonder how
human beings can live in such close and stuffy rooms and
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filthy . verandahs. The city’s town planning
is the best in the Presidency but the homes
of the "weavers are the worst. But the weavers,
in Pulle Palayam and Valli Muhamod Pettah enjoy,
excellent housing conditions, surrounded as they are with
the orchards, gardens and the shades of the most -won-
derful temples of the neighbouring city. Their quarters are-
almost garden cities, with their exceptionally wide
streets, and avenues of cocoanut and other trees that
decorate the streets on either side. But the population
is incresing, and as Mr. Shaik Waina Saheb puts it,
50 padies of rice was enough 35 years ago to give a meal
to all the Muhammadans in their quarter while now 150
padies are needed tofeed them all.? And no effort is being
made to house these people more systematically and on
better lines than at present. But one thing these wea-
vers need to learn is how to keep their houses clean, and
they might learn much in this direction from the women
of the weavers of Ganjam District and those of Vellalas
of Salem District. '

Salem Distriet.

We find most of the Kaikalan (Tamil) weavers in
the Ammapettah quarter and Devanga (Telugu) weavers
in the Guihai quarter of the Salem town. Weavers of
these two castes are employed on both cotton and silk
weaving; while gold and silver thread work is ecommon
to them and the few Padmasales who live in the city.

! Amonog boththe Muhammadan and the Telugu weaviog communities of Conjeevaram.

itis the custom as elsewhere for eachfamily tofeast the whole ity when ting
marriages or funerals
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Sarees woven Employers rice Cubits . . er by the
€ 'lﬁ:lly P 4 weaving working Sg,re e e :g;)loyer
. BRs Re ‘ ,

Kasikuadi 35 40 6 6 2 5-0-0 8 as per yard
J a;ga.nmoha)n 33 : 37—38 6 5 ’9 4"‘8_0 11} 9 9
small o - -
Jaganmohan - 22 25-26 . 3 2 3-0-0 , 4
Hanpsam petu 24 30 ’ 4 ”» 4-0-0 5, s
Parrof petu 25 30 ” 4 " 4-0-0  ,. L
Three Figurs 32 37 » 5 ’ 500 ., 4
Anasikodi 21 - 24 - 3 - -8-0-C o 4 s
Tutipetu - 90-95 105-110 = 16 10-12 » 15-0-0 4, ,,
Anasikodi 40 45 14 8 » 7-0-0 ,, .,
Anasi - 15 17-17% 14 - 5 ’ 3-8-0 1 Re.per cloth
Kodipavu - 18 21 14 6 ’ 4-0-0 1% ,, ,,
"I'aganmohé,n 18- 21 14 6 ” 400 1% ,, ,,
Taganmohan 7 - 8 . 6 2 » 11-3-0 1 o
Kasikodi 7 8 6 P » 11-3-0 1 ,, ,,
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From the above table, we can gather that a weaver
working with the help of a boy, who is paid Rs 2 to 4 a
month, can earn anything between As. 10 and As.24 a
day. For six kinds of silk sarees, a weaver gets rupee
a day and so we can take this sum as the average amount
of money a weaver can get per day, but he has to pay
the wages of his boy, and so his net monthly earnings
come to Rs 27. But when he is working on cotton cloth
of high quality, he gets As. 9 a day on the average or
Rs 16-14-0 per month. His net earnings will then be
only Rs 13-14-0 a "month, which is not sufficient so
maintain him. The weavers working on both yarn and

silk will be getting Re 3 to4 more per month, during(San-
kranti, Deepavali, Chaitra and Vaisakh) the festive occa-
sions which cover a period of four'months.! The average
employer has.3 to 7 looms undei"him, working in his oWh

1 Salem was revisited again in April 1928. Though the
esrnings of weavers have gone down to some extent in the last
three years and the introduction of the weaving of artificial silk
sarees has worked havoc in the market for silk cloths, the basis on
which the industry has been organised was found to be the same as
in 1925. The relations between employers and employees; emplo-
yers and yarn and cloth merchants are just the same. There is no
competiton, between one employer und another in paying the wages
of workmen. Advances to weavers are still the rule in .the wage

_miarket. The indebtedness of the weavers has grown still worse.
The method of fixing the wages paid to workers is the samé and
the place of the independent weaver has become almost untenable.
The 0ld loom is still used on a large scale in the manufacture of
petu bordered cloths. The only relieving feature is that the
fashion for Salem dhoties, upper cloths and sarecs has become
more widespread and intensive and so' the demand for the Salem
cloths has been increasing steadily for the last five years.
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house. The system under which the workers are
allowed to work in their own homes is also prevalent to
some extent in cotton weaving of this town. Employers

"do not trust their silk, gold and silver thread to weavers

.working in their own houses, and hence the greater

prevalence of the factory system here.

Each employer in the Ammapettah quarter invests
at least #s 4000 in his business. He usually borrows
money at 12 per cent interest. Such employers buy silk
and gold, silver thread as well as yarn from the bigger
merchants in the town. These merchants import these
materials from Madras, Bangalore and Bombay, and
make very high 'proﬁfﬂ. They also give out these mate-
rials on credit, charging 12% interest after a month has
elapsed from the date of purchase. They charge at the
same time higher prices; for instance, they sell 120 tolas
of silk of which the eash price is 40 Rupees for &s 42
to 43 Rupees; and gold thread of which the market
cash valae is &8s 48 for ts 50 and so on. But yarn is
sold only for cash because the trade in cotton clothing
is congidered to be very risky and as the employers in
this manufacture are very poor and untrustworthy.

- The yarn merchants of this town who are all
Sourashtras number. about 240. Each of them has
invested at least Rs 10,000. There are 15 Silk Mer-
chants, each having s 10,000 capital and 20 merchants
dealing in gold, silver thread, each of whom has invested
nearly s 10, 000. -

There are 100 ‘Javali’ or cloth merchants, who buy
the cloth from the weavers, and each of them has from
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fts 30, 000 fo Re 100,000. They are usually commission
agents. They take 2 as. per Rupee from the employers
who sell the cloth and another as.2 from the final
purchase. :The whole sale merchants from.other places
go here, pay commission and buy the cloth. When there
is a brisk demand, these merchants give orders to the
employers and take commission upon the goods delivered.
Sometimes they stock and then sell. There are between
60 and 70 commission agents in Guhai itself. Five of
them have investedRs 60,000each, with only one turn over
inthe year, another ten #s 20,000each, doing a business
of 180,000 a year and 40 other merchants aboutRs10,000
each with a turn over of Rs 30,000 each per year.
Those who invest only Rs 20,000 have a better ‘turnover’
on their capital than any other group of merchants while
those who deal per cash. only have a better turnover
than those who deal on credit.

Employers who sell their own cloth directly areable |
to do four times as much business as the commission.
agents. There is an employer who has 200 looms work-
ing under him, but has invested only Rs 20,000 and he/
manages to get along because he sells his cloth oftener:
in the market for cash. Now he has reduced the num-
ber of his looms because of the depression in' the trade.
These employers usually give advances of Rs 50 to 100°
to each of their workers and most workers are unable fo
clear their debts. It was not uncommon for employers
to take action againsf weavers for ‘breach of contract’,
for not paying these advances and for running away.

A commission agent, who is one of the richest in
Guhal, assures me that in his experience - of 35 years of
34
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the trade in this town, he finds that the general tendency
is for the workers to become independent artisans, and
that the latter are getting better and better off. ~Bub an
average weaver is able to earn only #s 20 a month,
while in'some exceptional cases specially skilled weavers
do earn Rs 60 a month as independent artisans. A
worker does his best work between the years 20 and 30
and during that period his efficiency rises, but from that
age- onwards, his power to work for as ' long and
as skilfully falls gradually. Nine-tenths of the wage-
earners are unable to rise above the ranks. -

Kinds of =~ Amount of capital needed No. of

cloth. for an independent artisan. looms.
Saree high quality Rs 100 2
Kalabattu white cloths s 100 to 300 1

Goranchu dhoties Rs 20 1

There are in 1928, 5000 looms in Guhai. But 30
years ago there were only 3000 looms. There used to be
then only 350 independent artisans, and now there are
1200 of them. There are only three women weavers
in Guhai and unluckily, people think it bad to allow
women to weave. Among the Kaikalans of Ammapettah
and the neighbouring places one quarter of the weavers
are women. '

The following account is given by the same big
commission agent. “I buy cloth from weavers at fixed
prices and get As. 2 per rupee as my commission. Then
if purchasers from outside are ready to pay me cash,
I take only } anna from them and give back 1} annas to
the weavers.  Generally I give them 2 months credit
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free of interest and take the two annas as commission for
myself. But there are some agents who take commis-
sion from both sides.”

That the weavers in the silk trade are very much
exploited is indicated by the table of wages. Almost in
every case the employer gets 5 per cent profit on
every saree marketed 'and the merchant makes 18 per.
cent profit out of it'in addition to securing commission
from both the buyers and sellers. Thus, more than 25
per cent goes to the employer and the merchant; and the
weaver gets only Re 27 a month, after working for more 2
than ten hours a da.y "If we could secure figures for the
profits made by the merchants who import cotton and
silk yarn and gold and silver thread, we should probably
be able to find that at least one third of the price of a.
saree goes to these many middlemen, who are no doubt”
serving a useful purpose at every stage but at-an excessive;
cost.

No. of No. of looms Capital each ~ Selling Indepen-

emp- employed of them has or dently.
loyers. by each. invested. not.

5 200 20,000 to Yes.

: 50,000

10 100 »s. »

20 50 20,000 »

10 25 10,000 " No

20 10 1,000 »

25 51 ) 500 »

As many as 3575 looms are thus engaged by 90
employers and this shows to what extent the weaving
industry of Salem is on a wage basis.

. P T
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Apprenticeship System.

From the age of 8 to 12, boys are employed tz} assist
a weaver and they sit on his right side and manipulated
the dobby or help otherwise. Then they take the left
hand side and learn to work on cheap cloths. A boy
becomes an efficient worker by the time he is 20.  Most
of the boys are trained by employers themselves, who
pay them from Rs 2 to 5 each per month.  There is a
great demand for child labour in this centre, because of
the gold thread work and silk sarees. So great is this
- demand that employers will give an advance of &s 100
to #s 150 to a boy’s father in order to secure the boy’s
services. No interest is charged but the advance is
regarded as a debt due from the boy. The boy is paid
only R« 2 per month, till he becomes a competent weaver.
He then earns ordinary wages but he is held liable for
the debt. He invariably fails to clear it, and is tied to
the employer who gives the advance. The parents when
questioned as to what they did with the money advanced,
said that they used it to clear their own debts similarly
contracted. * - By this system it becomes possible for a
thrifty weaver to make money out of a large family, and
to accumulate capital by selling the labour of his sons in
advance. The need for regular and rigorous apprentice-
‘ship is more urgent to the weavers of such a place than
to those of any other place because the average skill
needed for its manufactures is greater. The constant
introduction of inefficient workers into the industry

‘1 This kind of economic slavery finds its parallel in the manser in which a chuckler
{Audi Dravidas) of Kumarapalayam, Tiruchengodii Taluk, piles up his debts in the coufidence -
that his children will clear them. .
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causes the quality of the cloth woven to deteriorate and
this brings ruin upon the centre itself by shattering its
reputation for quality.

S1zING. ‘
Length & No. of men No. of hrs. Expenses Wage
counts. working. - of work. foroil & paid.

conjee gas.
25 yards 60s 4 5 hrs. v Rs 2
208 6 A. M. to » 3

: 11 a.m.

1008 6 . 3 ‘ 9 5

A professional sizer earns from As. 6 to 12 a day and
gets on the average As 9 a day. A womau earnd
4s°1-9-0 by winding the woof of 25 yards in three days;
she earnsthus As. 8% a day. But she can get only As.4 per
day on the average if she works on preparatory work.
The weavers of this place work for at least 10 hours a
day, while women work for longer hours. ‘

Tiruchengodu (Salem District)

There are 1000 looms in this place, and theré are
5 Mudaliars * who buy yarn in Coimbatore and Madura
and sell it to the workers here. The agents of the
Kaleswarar, Ranga Vilas and Radhakrishna mills of
Coimbatore are selling large quantities of grey yarn in
the Tiruchengodu yarn market. Excepting the agent of
Ranga Vilas all the Ageuts sell their yarn on credit to”
to the weavers of the neighbouring villages of Tiruchen-
godu, The agent of Radhakrishna imports a large num-

1 A Tamil weaving caste.
35
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ber of bales of dyed yarn from Madura and Bombay and
he sells it to the weavers of the town, who mostly
manufacture coloured goods. There are also many petty
merchants and employers who buy grey and dyed yarn
from these big merchants for cash or on credit and who
sell it to the weavers. Mr. V. V. S. Iyyar has invested
a lakh of rupees in ihis business. Most of the
weavers of this place are independent artisans and
sell their cloths in the weekly market of the town, to
which people of the neighbouring villages go for their
weekly purchases. So these weaversare dependent upon
the purchasing power of the ryots in the villages. Bad
monsoons during the last five years in the Salem District
have impoverished these weavers to a very great extent
and most of them have consequenhly become heavily
indebted. But luckly 1948 promises to be a more
favourable year both for ryots and weavers because the

April and May showers have come in at the right time.

Kind - Days Cost Merch-

of Counts. taken gig’; Length. of ants
cloth. to weave. ) . yarn. S.P.
. Saree = 20s 1% 3% 1bs., 8 yds.‘ Rs15 per 4-6-0
' 20 1bs. -
Dhotee 30s 1 3%, b, ¥s6}per 340
. 15 lbs.
. Dhotee 40s . 2t., 5 .,. BRs8per 9-9-0

20 lbs.

A weaver gets scarcely more than As. 12 a saree and
an average weaver can prepare only 4 sarees a week.
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But an employer makes As. 5 profit upon each of his
workers, while his employee is paid only’ As. 11 a'saree
or 1ts 11 a month.

Exactly the same conditions prevail in the
neighbourhood of Tiruchengodu, where cloths that are
consumed by the poor people in the country, are manu~
factured. '

Kumarapalayam of Tiruchengodu Taluk is another
equally important centre of handloom weaving. There
are more than 1000 looms: and the weavers are
mostly Devangas. But there are a few Mudaliars, Pot-
ters and Audi Dravidas who are interested in weaving.
There is a big dyeing industry also in this place. The
most important business of this place is done in expOrting
silk and other sarees to Mangalore for about six months
in the year. There are about six merchants each of.
whom has invested more than #s 50,000 in this business
and they employ more than a hundred weavers each for
producing cloth. There is a merchant who specialises
in exporting sarees in small parcels to Colombo, Kandi
and other places in Ceylon, Singapore and Penang. ‘One
of his partners is in Ceylon to push up sales. Many of
these merchants produce kiles also and they keep their
agents in Singapore.” These agents are paid s 500 per
annum plus food and housing accomodation in Singapore.
Artificial silk has successfully captured this centre and
sarees of many “designs for which silk sarees are
famous are produced in large numbers and are sold at
very cheap rates. Many of these merchants get their
sarees flnely worked up with lace work and the designing
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is done by one Devanga who has learnt. that work in
Salem and who has taken the Governmet Diploma- for
designing etc.

The commercial organisation of the handloom
weaviny industry of Salem District is very defective and
the fact that the merchants of Salem charge commission
from buyers is evidence enough for this. = No atténtion
is paid to advertisement and the sales are left to take
care of themselves. Mr. Gopichetty says “The Adver-
tisement ‘methods are very ill-developed. Merchants
from other districts come here and buy from us. We
never go out and advertise-our goods. - A few metéhants
who have only from: 60 to 100 looms, and who are
pressed for money, go about to sell their wares. - But:-it
is an uuprofitable businq/ss, as expenses are often too high-”
Fortunately their laced -and silk :cloths are almost
immune from all sorts of competition, * - They are very
costly and only very rich people can buy them and so a
paltry difference in price does not matter to these con-
sumers. These cloths do not come in competition with
the cheaper - laced- goods of Pullampettah and- Madha-
varain; or with the inferior silk sarees of Dharmavaram
and Rayadrug. Japanese competition does .not - affect
this industry at all. Encouraged by this immunity, these
weavers are neglecting their commercial organisation.

Coimbatore District:— -

- (It was written i1 the District Manual of 1891, of
this District that 2 “weavers have not been driven out of

1 But there is at prescat (1928, July) serious competizion Irom cloths_woven out of
artificial sitk. e : ooy e

-2 .Co mbatore District Manual ‘P 160,

-
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their occupations, as is so often alleged by the competi-
tion of Manchester goods:” 'Fhere were then ‘77,000
people who were -directly ‘dependent upon :weaving>
There are now considerably more people in this industry
and the general conditions of weavers are far better
here than in Salem, because of ‘their greater prox1m1ty
to the Spmnmg Mills of Coimbatore.

N

Ttrupur

Rough palampore and other chintzes in addition to
rough white Dhoties are produced in great quantitiesin
Tirupur. - Of late, it has become a famous ¢entre for
Khaddar produciion, and more than a hundred looms are
engaged in producing Khaddar for thé Congress Khaddar
Board and several other Khaddar Companies. Pariahs
and Madaliars are -the hereditary- castes ‘engaged .in
weaving, and many of them-are employed by the Khad-
dar Companies. The Khaddar Board deals in Drills,
Calicoes, and other coatings and these cloths find a great
sale in the south. A weaver is paid from 24 pies
(2 annas) to 33 pies (2 annas 9 pies) per yard of cloth of
from 40" to 50" width a.nd he is pa,ld 3. as.: per yard of
cloth of 54", E

Aweaver gets 14 as. 15 as. 17 as. for cloths of
10 yards of 20", 30" and 38" width respectlvely and
16 as. per cloths of 12 yards with the width of 20". An
average weaver can produce 40 yards'of 45" to 54" width,
50 yards of 36" to 45" or 30 yards of coating in a week.
Ordinary weavers of average ability, by producing
Khaddar, rough Dhoties of hand-spun yarn ‘can thus
earn on the average Rs 20 a month each, while those

36
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who produce similar goods with mill yarn are abletoearn
s 17-12-0 a month each. - The difference is due to the
organisation of the sale of Khaddg.r . by .the” Congress
Khaddar Board.

The commercial organisation of Khaddar is excel-
lent. All the Congress orga.msa.t.'ons, the Khaddar
Depots, and all the Nationalists, are the advertising
media for these cloths, and the Newspapers compete
with each other in freely advertising the goods of the
Tirupur Khaddar weavers. Hence the great demand on
such an organised scale for these cloths, though the
manufacture is comparatively a new gne. One can get
Tirupur Khaddar in every town of the Madras Presi-
dency. So the weavers, the spinners and the merchants
engaged in this trade, are prospering. Indeed the wea-
Vers have become so mdependent and prosperous after
the advent of thls manufacture that they successfully
agitated for higher wages in May and June of 1925. It
was the first time in the whole of this presidency for
handloom weavers to be able to threaten to strike and
also it is the first time for the Newspapers to agitate in
favour of a rise in the wages of the weavers. Because
this industry is in the hands of a few Ca.plta,hsts and
Compa.mes, and beca.use the weaVers a.re better orgamsed
this has been poss1ble a.nd tile attentlon of the wider
pubhc ha.s been draWn to the ba.d copdmons a.nd low
earnings of the wea.vers Those who 1nvelgh against
fa.ctory system and a strOLg orga.nlsatlon of the industry
should carefully ponder oyer thls syrpptom, however
famt it mav be.
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There are five big merchants in Tirupur, each of
whom, employs.more than ¢éwo hundred weavers. Indeed
one of them has -as ,many as .seven hundred workers.
These merchants give out yarn. to be worked up: into:
cloth and pay their workers piece-rate wages, varying
with the kind of cloths woven.. There. are veryfew
weavers in Tirupur town itself and almost all the wea-
vers who depend for their earnings upon fhese mer-.
chants live in ‘the neighbouring villages of. 'Tirupur,
Somanur, Avanachi, Pollachi and Palladam. Each. of-
these merchants has invested about a lakh of rupees.
These' merchants buy their yarn from the,. -agents of
Coimbatore mills and resort to the local shandle;; to.
distribute to their weavers. They ha.ve such a reputa-
tion for solvency. that the Marwaris .of Erode and
Coimbatore, who charge 10 per cent to cotton merchants‘
are prepared to advance them money at 12 per cent only, -
This highly specialised capitalistic organisation is at one
extreme and the loosely knit organisation of the hand-
loom weaving of Salem and Conjeevaram is at the oﬂler,
in the evolution of industrial orga,msa,tuon. St

The wage-earnmg Weavers of the Tirupur and
Erode centres fare very. much, better than those of Salem
during slump. and shghtly worse in a boom. " They are
free from the risks of fluctuations in prices and the
genera.l tendency for many independent weavers is. to.
revert to wage-earning life, The weavers of Mettu-
palayam, in Gopichettipalayam Taluk, who were all once
independent workers, are all now -wage-earners a.ndf\
they seem to be happier at present. They are able
to earn from &s 15 to 20 a month and they do the sizing-
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co-operatively with one another’s assistance. THhere are
warping machines in most of the villages and four or five
weavers co-operate in buying and working a machine.
The few independent weavers whom we find in Erode,
Gobichettipalayam and Palladam Taluks resort to the
Tirupur, Pollachi, Palladam, Somanur and Sulur shan-
dies and sell their cloths to dealers who later in the day
sell these cloths in the same shandies and buy yarn from
the merchants who go there from Counba.tore and
Tlrupur

The Christian weavers in the villages of Savari-
palaiyam, Morattuppalaiyam in Edore Taluk in
Sedapalaiyam near Karur, and other villages near
Somanur and the manufacture of shirting cloth has been
carried on by them for a long time on the methods of the
Babel Mission of Malabar. ‘

(The goods that are produced in all other places of
the district are ordmary coarse pieces of little individual
value. Cotton carpets of excellent quality and colour
are made by a few families at Bhavani, and there is a
great demand for them. An'average weaver is able
to earn as much as Rs 40 a month by working on
them. There are only a few families engaged in this
work and other weavers cannot get into this trade, be-
cause the artisans guard their secrets jealously. These
carpets were exhibited at Madras in 1883 and’ they were
gwen the first prize. The river water is said to be
,specxa.lly excellent for the colours used, which are chiefly
\country made vegetable dyes. Itis a pleasure to note
that the foreign dyes have not yet been able to gain any
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'hold in this manufacture. ' There is an excellent co-
‘operative weavers association run under the auspiccs of
‘the Bhavani urban to-operative credit Bank. This
association paid 20 per cent dividends to its members.
It produces carpets, table .cloths, silk sarees, artificial
silk sarees, all of fine quality.. The weavers of this asso:
ciation are complaining that the District Co-operative
Bank is not lending them money as freely as is needed. .
. But if a Technical High School is started here and)
more weavers are trained to produce these carpets, with
more skill and better workmanship, the weaving industry
of this district would receive much needed encourage-
ment.

Tinnevelly Disrict.

“Wide streets, lined up with double rows of trees to
give shade to the workers at the long line of outstret-
ched warp are the familiar signs of a settlement of wea-
vers and in many taluks, it is seldom necessary to go far
to find one.” 2 One’s mind flies back to Ponduru, Santa
Bommali in the North and the beautiful shady gardens
of Nagari and the extensive garden of Putturu, when
one finds these settlements of weavers in this 'district
with their ‘wide streets’ and ‘double rows of trees’. and
‘long line of outstretched warps’. Weaving in this dist-
rict is not now as profitable as it once used to be, and
large quantities of cotton cloth manufactured in Conjee-
varam, Salem and Madura are imported into this district.
Only when one finds Brahmin capitalists in a strong

1 But lubs-equenﬂo 1924.25, the foreiga dyes have made serious _inroads into this
braich of the induitry also. : ‘
2 —;I'innevelly Gazettcer, P. 2.5.
37
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position and ready to invest their money, does one - find
any big weaving centre at all, with continuous produc-
tion of wearing apparel. (In the Ambasamudram Taluk,
rich Brahmins of Kallidaikurichi, have their Taragans
or brokers who advance money on their behalf -to the
local weavers and buy the finished products from them.
They always pay comparatively low prices to these wea-
vers, who are entirely dependent upon the advances
given and the cloths bought. The brokers make  a
decent living and the Brahmin . capitalists make big
profits.} They borrow money at 12 per cent interest if
the .capital they have is not enough and they reckon
toreceive the same interest for their money and whatever
return is got over and above this rate is considered as
profit.

There are more than a thousand looms in Kallidai-
kurichi and more than 400 in Seramadevi, and the
Brahmin capitalists of these places control the whole
trade. They have set up small factories in which there
are 5 to 156 workers and they find them quite pro-
fitable. These weavers who are thus employed earn
much less than those working in their own houses. The
Ambasamudram weaving industry is also controlled by
Brahmins; and the few "attempts made by the richer
Kaikalans to replace the Brahmin monopoly by introdu-
cing their own brokers, have unfortunately ended in
failure. There are many hundreds of Muhammadan
weavers in Eruvadi of Nanguneri Taluk, Tenkasi and
Kadaiyanaltur of Tenkasi Taluk, whoare in the hands of
the Musalman capitalists of Melappalaiyam. ‘Kiles and
Susis; ! are produced by these Muhammadans and

1 Dresses for Muhammadau women
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are exported to Singapore and Ceylon. The Muhamma-
dan capitalists have been making big profits, since most of
them directly export their goods uniike those in the
Circars, to the consuming centres. Sarees and rumals
are manufactured by all the weavers in the District. The
capitalists in Kallidaikurichi export their rumals most
extensively to Travancore. Sarees of very cheap quality
are produced mostly by Tluvans ' and Kaikalans, while
‘finely laced Sarees’, which are worth from Rs 10 to 30
each are produced by the Padmasales of >ermadevis
Viramenathur and Kallidaikurichi. In the manufacture
of these silk sarees, capitalists play an important part.
They advance small sums of money and give out silk to
be worked into sarees, and pay the workers ‘piece-wofk
rates. These costly sarees are exported by the Brahmins
to the west coast where they are worn. Where the
capitalists do not take any interest in the industry, the
weavers are all independent, but poor. They
produce only rough and cheap cloths which are all con-
sumed in the district itself and mostly in the neighbour-
ing villages of the weavers. There is also a great
demand for these cheap sarees on the estates of Ceylon.
The yarn used by these weavers is supplied by the
mills of Ambasamudram, Tuticorin, Madura and
Koilpatti. I learn from a recent enquiry made by the
Government of Madras into the conditions of handloom
weavers of this District that there is a company, in
which about 20 fly shuttle-looms are set up and thab
weavers are made to work on factory lines. It appears
that this experiment is quite successful so far. The wea-
vers of this District are also very heavily indebted.

1 Ax untouchable paddy-cultivating caste of the South-west coast.
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Though they are all anxious to improve their conditions,
many of them are still satisfied with the old pit loom, on
which they can produce only % of the number -of. cloths
they can make on the fly shettle.. The commercial orga-
nisation of the industry in this District is very defective
though a few Muhammadans and Brahmins have their
agents in Singapore, Penang and Ceylon.

Ramnad District. Paramakudi Town:

There are.more than 2,000 looms in Paramakudi
town and in Rameswaram village, which is only 2
miles away. The weavers of this centre are mostly
Sourastras, who are reputed to be a high caste people.?
Half of the weavers are independent artisans who work
on their own designs, with their own capital and themselves
sell the cloth. Their number is not increasing. One
fourth of the Sourashtras do mnot work but
employ coolies by giving out looms and yarn. Nearly as
many are employed in the masters’ houses. Most
of the employers have two to five looms, and some
have from 10 to 20 looms in their own houses. There
are five thousand Sourashtra families in this place and
10 per cent of these people are masters, There are
moré than 300 families which are engaged in employing
other weavers while the members of their families dothe
supervising and preparatory work. Most of these employers
have only got to prepare the warpsand bobbins and set up
the looms, and the masters prepare everything else. Only
novices or beginners do this work in the master’s house

. 1 It 18 said that they were brought to the . South by the Rajah of Ramuad about 200
years ago. They are very enterprising people and they dominate the industrial organisation
of the Madura District.  See also Dr. Sauaders ‘Sourashtra Community’,
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to.learn'the work: properly. The masters try to. get
as many .apprentices a&possxble because ,the wages -are
lower and. more: work. .is, turned -outs These | young
workers are paid. full,  wages by their masters when
they-become g oodkwea.ve.rs.',

=14

There are many weavers who are employed by rich
Sourashtras. The latter know how much yarn is needed
for a certain quantity of cloth and they give it out to the
weavers and pay an agreed amount of wages. This
practice is generally prevalent in Kumarapalayam -also:
There' are many weavers who are too poor to secure
looms of their own. They borrow their looms from-
capitalists 'and pay a loom rent of As. 8 for ‘weaving one
cloth of 45 yards. - These people form 10 per cent of the-
total number of weavers. The looms so lent out are
cheap and flimsy. They cost only &8s .5 or: 6. but last
only long enough to weave 15 to 20 pieces.  Rich 'mer-
chants have as many: as 100 looms each and:'many ordi~
nary employers have 3 or .4.looms each which they
lend out.

An ordinary weaver-weaves three “pavus’ (warp)with
the fly shuttle and one “pavu” with' the - -old loom in -a
month-and he gets from Rs-6 to 10 "per “pava” as his-
wage. So he gets from 4ts 12 to 30 with 'a fly: shuttle
and from Rs 6 to 10 with: the old loom per months It is-
a strange thing to find that only - clever -and ' courageous-
people! adopt the fly shuttle ldom bécause it s considered:
to be more dangerous to worlkwith: T “Butevery young:,

1 .Similarly-the weavers.of K:l-mngahm.n! Salemqumt feayithat it ‘may need mare
strength to wotk a fly-shuttle loom than necessary to work the old loom.

38
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boy in the Circars knows to ply this shuttle with ease
and dexterity. Ordinarily only Sarees and Dhoties are
produced on the fly shuttles. Costly cloths like rumals,
laced sarees and silk cloths are produced with the old
looms.* OQut of the 250 looms that are engaged in pro-
ducing cotton goods, only about 50 are fly shuttle looms.

Silk work.

Sagunda.la.or Paplec, Jodu Paplee, Japan V1s1ree,
Kurai, Ratna Paple¢, Seer Jodu which is bounded by
thin lace, are some of the many kinds of silk deSIgns that
are manufactured here. Dhuptas or upper cloths of
various designs and very often with ‘petu’ borders are.
also manufactured here on a large scale.

“Petu” work with all kinds of letters interwoven in
the borders was invented ten years ago by Mr. Anna of
Madura and he got a patent for this. Many Madura -
workers began producing such sarees with “petu borders’
and the Paramakudi weavers have learnt this work from
those of Madura. All these weavers manage to make
use of the invention without paying anything to the
inventor. This centre used to be famous at one time for
its Mysore gemanchnlu, shawls, dhuptas, baskanas,
squares, patu pairs, kamala karai, all made of cotton, but
the foreign competition became so keen and successful
that more than three quarters of the weavers of this
place were obliged to give up their . heredlta.ry work - on
yarn and turn fo silk weaving. .

1 A prutlce which is said to be prevaleat In the silk weaving centres of Trichinopaly
District also. :
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Sizing.

There are no sizing machineés in this place. "Sizing’
is done by hand, by people of a particular caste c_a.llﬂé‘d
“Naikars”. The weavers pay 13, 2, 3or 4 annas per
pavu, the wage varying according to the number ofya,m
threads. A sizer canturn out in a day 4 to 5 pavus,
working from 6 A. M. to 10 A. M. and 4 P.M. to 6 p. M. i.e.,
6 hours a day. And so he earns on the average s 30
a month. 'These people do not work on New Moon days
or any of the Hindu Festival days. Sourashtras, who
never used to size, are gradually learning to do this work,
as the Naikars are demanding higher than the customary
wages. The wife of a sizer collects canjee from house
to house, paying 2 to 3 pies a day at ea}ch house, and
spends I to 2 annas a size worked up by her husband.
The sizers need the help of a boy or girl, and usually
their own children help them: Otherwise boys of
Ahambadiyas and Naikars are employed;,

Warping.

Warping is -done- by machines; which ‘are made
locally and which were introduced a few years ago from.
Madura. Thirty years ago people used to walk up and
down threading the warp yarn on poles stuck in the.
earth. They gave up that method in preference to the
small warping machine on which women work. A
woman without the machine can turn out only one warp:
in two days; on the machine 5 or more prepared in a
day. The cost of warping has therefore come down.
Now . their women are engaged in preparing silk for
warping. An industrious woman, working for 10 hours
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a day can earn from As.4to 5 a day. The women- in:
the well-to-do families also work on this kind of work.
These new warping machines are owned. by Sourashtra
merchants. A machine costs from Rs 75 to 100. its price
depending upon the size of the machine. Ten to 12
warps on the larger.machines and from 5 to 6 on smaller-
machines can be prepared in ‘a day. . These merchants
make decent profits, getting from Rs 4 to 5 a day during.
brisk trade and- from Rs 60 to 70 a month during ordi-
nary times. ’

Inventive Skill.

We have already seen how slow these people have
been to adopt the fly shuttle looms.. They have however
- got accustomed to changes in the methods of warping
and also in weaving petu bordered cloths. These people
always follow the lead of Madura, and have no time and
capital to make their own experiments. The following
account of a local invéntor was given to the writer by
Mr. G. K. Venkatrayudu Ayya, Ex. President of the
Union Board. “There was one weaver called Sokkalla
Ramayya Ramaneswaram, who invented about' 25 years
ago a weaving machine by which’ three cloths could be
woven at the same time by a single weaver. He - was: a
bit of a carpenter and: prepared - every part of his
machine himself. He wanted R4 2 or 8 per loom, and
the weavery grudged paying so'much. There were then
no Railwayand the Madura merchants did not know any+
thing about his invention. . The local  weavers feared
that if his loom came. into general use, there’ would -be
greater production which ‘- would lower the prices ‘and
consequently their remuneration. So, one day they-set
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fire to his house and destroyed the fruit of his' labours
which was carefully guarded. He lived till 1914
and died in misery and poverty. He was a tall and lean
man with a broad and big head: He was very well liked
by his neighbours, but his peculiar love for something
new caused them uneasiness. He had a good heart and
his only fault was his poverty. He was a fair brown
looking man and I knew him very well.”  Whether his
machine was really capable of enabling a weaver to
weave three cloths at the same time or not, it is an un-
contested fact that he had something new to give to the
weavers and that he made an invention. -~ This instance
shows that the weavers in the South possess a latent
ability for invention, but they are not given any techni-
cal education to make it expressive or fruitful.

No apprenticeship system is prevalent here. Boys
of tender age are engaged for a small wage by the emp-
loyers, who teach them how to weave and when these

" boys think they have learnt their work, they leave the
employers. Apart from this, the weavers get practically
no technical training, which is essential to make them
efficient, skilful and original, craftsmen.

- Madura.

The working conditions of the handloom weaving
industry of Madura are much the same as those of Para-
makudi, the only difference being that the industry is
carried on in the former place on a larger scale. Madura
is the biggest city in the Presidency after Madras and
according to the popular belief, there are more than
three thousand looms, worked by handloom weavers.

39 . i .
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There are all kinds of castes among the weavers, Sou-
rashtras, Padmasales, Patnulkarans, Kaikalans ‘and
Devangas. The Sourashtras are the most intelligent, and
enterprising among them all. They are all vegetarians
and they observe the Brahminical practices and claim
to be Brahmins.

Petu bordered sarées, laced cloths and silk sarees of
all kinds are manufactured in this city. The cloths
produced in Salem and Conjivaram are also manufac-
tured here. The capitalists of this place are in a
stronger position than those of Tirupur because they
force the weavers to bear the risks of fluctuations in
price. ‘But in ‘the manufacture of silk cloths wage-
earning is the rule, because the clothis manufactured are
very costly and an artisan neeéds more than 8s 300 to set
up as an independent weaver. There used to be many
hundreds of looms engaged in manufacturing cotton goods
but the foreign competition obliged most of these weavers
to turn to lace bordered and silk sarees and rumals.
The rest of them who were loyal to cotton weaving took
to weaving fine cloth and fortunately for them the
Madura mills began to sell yarn of sufficiantly high
counts more cheaply than the Bombay mills. So the
transitional stage was made more bearable and less
ruinous than it has proved in many other places.

There are 40 employers-each of whom employs five
to ten weavers engaged on silk. Onlyfive of them buy
their silk and yarn and the rest are dependent upon
‘Javili’ merchants for their raw materials. A saree (silk)
is usually sold for Rs 75 and the raw materials cost Rs50
leaving a margin of s 2510 the employer. . But he
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‘pays only Rs 15 to 20 to his worker per month and Rsl}
for warping and so he gets a profit of at least Rs 8 per
'worker. He makes all his employees to-work in his own
house, keeping four weavers at work in a space of15x 18
8q. ft., because he cannot trust them with his materials.

In addition to this silk manufacturing, there is a
vast production of yarn goods, most of which are sold in
the local markets. It is said that there are as many as
2000 weavers engaged in producing these cloths and
about a thousand of them are mere wage-earners.
These weavers can earn only 8 to 10 annas a day for six
days in the week. Their women are empioyed -either
in Red Factories, *where each of them earns 4 annas per
day or in tieing knots for silk warps, when they get
about 2 annas each per day. Many well-to-do ‘and
middle-class women also seek to earn a few annas a day
through this work. ’

The Sourashtras have in all' about 10,000 acres of
‘wet land and about a score of them own  about 2,000
acres. Many Sourashira men and women find ‘work in
‘the fields in the transplantation and harvesting seasons.
But the existence of the spinning mills has not in any
way bettered the economic conditions of ‘these people
because most of them do not know Tamil well and their
women are t00 shy to work in the company of other caste
people. The population  of these "people is increasing;
the avenues of work and ‘wages are not growing fast
enough; and so they are ﬁndmg it more and more difficult
to maintain their meagre living. In fact most of them
are to-day very poor and miserable, in ppite ©of appear-
ances of ‘prosperity and many writers have migtaken the

1 Dyeia- factories,
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skill, energy and organising capacity displayed by a few
big successes among them for general prosperity. But
actual economic conditions do not warrant any such
happy conclusions.

Dyc<ing.

 Madura is also known for its dyeing industry and

i the amount of yarn dyed in this city amounted to 1C

‘million pounds in 1911, and a local merchant estimated

‘that in 1925 more than twice that amount was dyed.

‘The change that came over this city when Indian dyes

were abadoned for imported synthetic dyes, was described

at length by Howell in his ‘Art Magazines’. Instead of

deploring the change, as Howell does, Chattertor

applauded it *'and it is through this change that the(
handloom weavers have been able to sell their cloths|
cheaply and compete with tne- mills more successfully.

Mr, Tulsi Ram, the original initiator of the change said
“The origin of the industry (dyeing with Alizarine dyes)
in Madura dates from the casual visit to Madura of a
student of Professor T. K. Gajjar of Bombay, who ex-
plamed to me the method of dyeing cotton yarn with
Alizarine on a large scale. I then visited the dyeing
laboratory of the Badische firm at Bombay and deve-
loped the industry.” 2 This change has caught the
imagination of the master dyers and soon the old vege-
table dyes were replaced by the cheaper, more brilliant
and synthetic colours. :

The industry is at present in the hands of many
bundreds of small capitalists, each of whowmn has. invested

1 Ch.tterton ‘lndustrial Evolutios of lndia' | ages 133 und 228.
2 1bi‘epage 132.
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anything from R&s 1000 upwards. The yarn dyed here
~i8 exported to all parts of the Presidency and a fairly
large trade is done with Ceylon and other-countries.
“The typical shade is a brownish red, not a particularly
good colour but one which suits the taste of the people.
.The dyers are by no means experts in their trade, but
they know how to produce the particular shade required
by the market.” * A traveller who cares to look out of
the railway carriage will find numerous open spaces, in
which tons of dyed yarn is exposed to the sun to get dry.
But this new industry has not entirely replaced some of
the old dyes. Indigo, Crimingi seed and Yellow powder,
manufactured from vegetables in hill coantries are. still
used in Jarge quantities both in Madura and Paramakudi.
‘German colours are preferred merely because they are
more brilliant and cheaper.

There are about 2000 Colour Factories (all colours)
and 2500 Red Factories; and about 100 big factories with
both Alizerine and colour dyeing, all but a few being
controlled by Sourashtras. The Factory Act does not
apply to these factories because in none of them are
more than twenty workers employed for more than afew !
days at a time. But in many of them workers labour
for more than 11 hours a day on most occasions and
when it is said that the stagnent odours of dyes(mordants)
the chemical effects of the solution upon the limbs’ of
workers and the general atmosphere in such factoriés

-are all inimical to the health of workers, one can realise
what these long hours of work may mean to the life of
workers.

1 Chatterton, Evolution of lndian ladustry, page 132.

40
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'There are about 1000 sourashtras who carry on both
weaving and dyeing in their own houses and many of
their workers are obliged to ringe the yarn dyed with
Nepthal colours and get their skin burntand eatenup. The
lot of the factory workers is much better than that of these
‘people. There areonly a very few who take yarn from mer-
chants and dye it for wages. All the others depend upon
their own resources to buy yarn and dye it themselves.
‘But they sell the dyed yarn to the few big merchants
‘who export it to other countries. A few take their dyed
yarn to the local markets and sell it to weavers.

The wages earned by the dyers differ -according to
the different colours used, varying from &s 1 to 8 per a
.bundle of 5 1bs. A average dyer who dyes different dyes
from time to time is said to earn about &s 20 per month.
But skilled workers are paid in a factory from &8s 23 to
31 per month. The wages paid in big and capitalistic
factories are very much higher than these paid by small
dyers or the money ealned indeperdently by domestic
workers.
Technical Training.
- “The more intelligent among the dyers have been
asking for the provision of technical instruction and it is
now probable that, within a comparatively short time, a
tinctorial Laboratory and an experimental dye-house
will be established which will afford the chemical and
technical knowledge which the dyers recognise they are
‘in need of.” ¥ 8o wrote Sir Alfred Chatferton in 1911.
‘The Madura District Board Technical School was taken
up by the Government in 1911 awnd the dyeing section
was opened during the war. The children of the dyers

1 Ibid, page 132, .
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were at first sent to the school but soon left it. The
-dyers say that their children get paid during their
period of apprenticeship to the other dyers and weavers,
while nothing is paid in the school. So not many dyers’
boys went to the school and the Government abolished
this branch a few years ago. The dyers are to be
blamed for one thing, because they did not realise the
benefits that could be derived by their children from the
scientific trairning given in the school. The Govern-
ment should have offered to pay .these students
the customary wages becausc their parents could nof
afford to go without such income. Moreover the
Sourashtras require a more specialised and highly tech-
nical training in the munufacture of dyes, dyeing .and
printing than was available in that school. !

Mill competition.

Hitherto, there has not been much competition from
the local Mill industry to the weaving industry of the
city. The *“Meenakshi Weaving Mills” was only an
unusually large factory where handloom weavers were
assembled as - in the hundreds of small establish-
ments of the same type in the city. The Madura Mills
came as & great boon to these weavers and later the
Meenakshi and Pandya mills also -were supplying them
with cheap and suitable yarn. So the weavers are at a
very great advantage when compared with those of
other places. But the Madura mills organised a wea-
ving section about two years ago and the weavers of this

1 The Presidents’ Speech at the Sourashtra Commusity conference held in 1927,
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tract have every reason to fear that thereby they will

be deprived to some extent of the means of their liveli-
hood.” More than 75 per cent of the Sourashtras are

‘heavily indebted, the main causes for the growth of

their debts being Brahminical habits of wasteful expen-

diture on ceremonies, food and cloths and the gradual
decrease in income.

_ Recently a few Sourashtras began to cut down the
marriage ceremony to one day thus greatly to lower the
costs of marriages. But the recognised leaders are still
foolish enough to deplore this happy development and it
may be hoped that this diparture would grow in popu-
larity and save these intelligent and business like Sou-
rashtras from economic insolvency. Another parasite
on their community is the drink evil, which is growing
more aud more intensive. The Sourashtra caste organi-
sation is not strong enough to check this evil.

Co-operation.

- There is a ‘co-operative purchasing and sales’
society among the weavers of Madura. There are many
.co-operative credit banks,. which serve the public at
Jlarge, but there is only one small bank which specialises
in financing the weaving industry and it has a lending
capacity of only. Rs. 25,000. It actually lent out only
As 15,000 in March, 1928. S :

A weavers’ co-operative society was formed by
‘Mr. G. K. Venkatrayudu Ayya in Paramakudi and it
"worked well during the first year of its existence and
‘quite‘an appreciable amount of profit was realised. But
the money lenders threatened n.ost of the members with
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all kinds ‘of penalties with the testlt that theé Unién has
ceased o function. If there'is's big batk'in Madurs,
which finances the centrsl “Weavery Puarchaking ard
Sales. Society’; Wwhich: in: its tutn ‘finances stich societies
as those :of Paramakudi; an iminensé: simotint of gotid éan
be done to the weavers of this ract.

Commercial drganisation..

N.'V. Kuppa Ayyar and Kemba :Perumdila Ayyar
and Sons .of Paramakudi have started b importsitk
directly from-China and Japan for the last ten: years;
with the help of their agent in Tuticorin. The merch-
ants in Paramakudi and Madura do not have any _agents
in other places to sell their goods and to advertise their
designs. The merchants of other places, such as Proddu-
tur, Kurnool, Venkatagiri, Madras and Conjeevaram and
Tinnevelly in the South and Penang, Singap ore, Malaya,
Bombay and Pondicherry, send orders for their cloths,
and these people simply export their‘ cloths to them,
very often on credit system. The buyers are charged
9 per cent interest from the date of delivery, and they
return the money usually jn 6 months time. The fore-
ign business for Paramakudi comes only twice in the
year at Deepavali and at Varshaprapu, and everything
depends upon the particular tastes and the purchasing
power of those in other countries. In a centre

like Madura, one would expect a better organised system

of advertising, but there is the same apathy in this as in

many other things. The Madura dyeing merchants

~ export their yarn to all the important towns of the

Madras Presidency but they do not keep their agents in
41 7
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those places to increase their sales. They receive orders
from the merchants of the consuming centres and they
export their yarn on credit.basis, charging however 12
per cent interest from the date of sale. But the dyeing
industry of Madura is slowly but effectively threatened
with the competition of many towns like Salem and
Madras and small places like Kumarapalayam and
Chirala and unless the Madura merchants brace them-
selves up; adopt more scientific and highly capitalistic
methods of production and develop better methods of
advertising their manufactures they cannot hope to with-
stand the competition of many youngand growing places.



CHAPTER VI.

————

STANDARD OF LIVING OF WEAVERS.

I 4

- One hundred and eighty family budgets of people in
the handloom weaving industry of the Madras Presidency
were collected. Fifteen of them are chosen as
. typical budgets and are given in this chapter, to show
the differences which exist between different families of
different centres, and to support some of the conclusions
arrived at.

The writer is aware of the fact that a different -
- standard of computing the food consummg capacity of
- women and children is a.dopt’e?f by certaim authors. 1 Yet,
he has adopted the followmg standard bédauke weavers
_ of every centre vmted are unanimous that it 1s‘1:ruer to
their conditions. Ryots and --agricultural labourers of
- the Guntur District havé" aflsg assured h1m tha.t it also
represents the actual standard of. cemsumptlon among
‘them. It is assumed that a Wonian fieeds the same
quantity of food as & man and a child half as much.
“For the purposes of food consumpiion men. and women
over 18 years are reckoned as adults, children from 5 to
,8 years of age as half adults and children under 5 years

rare left out of reckomng altogether.

1 Bowley and M. H. Hogg *Has Poverty Dimivishel *
Fiodly Sherras *Working Class Budgets of Bombay,”
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Particular care was taken to enter all sorts of in-
comes when the budgets were taken. First of all, a
weaver was asked how much he was in deb*, how much
he was losing, and whether he was able to meet his
expenses. His azswers to the above questions were kept
as a check to all his further -statements. Secondly, he
was taken to his em‘lo'yer-or employers before whom a
statement of his incomes was taken down. If he did or
could earn more or less than what -he stated, his- emp-
loyer used. to correct.him thén and there. Often such
employers put their account books before  the writer to
show the output.and earnings of weavers over a period
of two tosix months. Thirdly, the statements of the
employer and fhe retail merchants from whom his wife
bought her provisions were taken to see whether he
borrowed any money to meet his family expenditure.
Fourthly, the weaver’s family expendicure was taken
with his help as well as that-of the commets of his nei-
ghbours, friends and the retail merchants. Fifthly, a
‘surprise visit was usually paid to his house in the eve-
ni_ng _of a market. day to find how much of different com-
modities was bought. Lastly, the writer was- present at
least at two xneais; to see what kind of food was taken by
a weaver. In spite.of all these and similar precautions,
most weavers' hudgets showed considerable deficits; and
then a final'statemens of the -weaver, as to how he- tried
to meet such a-déficit, was taken: Tt cannot be said that
the budgets as given‘here are, word for word, true to the
budgets of every day iu the year of the weavers, but they
represent the average conditiors of his family life and
taken one month with ‘atother, the consumption of any
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‘commodity cannot be far. different from ‘that recorded
here. The:presént writer may be pardoned ‘for making
a final remark-that many‘of these budgets were collected
at very great personal risks, -agthe weavers were often
suspicious of his motives in carrying on such--an inquisi-
torial enquiry. The Devangas of the Godavary District
were helpful, but the Padmasales of the Ceded Distriéts
and Ganjam and Vizagpatam Districts and the- Kaikalans
of the South often welcomed the writer with all sorts of
abuse and threats,

42



AVERAGE FOOD CONSUMPTION PER ADULT PER DAY.

NUMBER OF AMOUNT OF

Name of the
centres. M

Rayadrug .. 2
AnantapurDistrict.... 10
Karnool sy e 12
Proddutur e 16
Pullampeta . 10
Nagari e 13
Venkatagiri and

~ Kalahasti.... 13
Guntur Distriet ... 41
Pedana o 8

West G odavari Dt ..... 60
Ambazeepeta centre 46
- Peddapur we 17
Vizagpatam Dist. .... 33

COMMODITIES -CONSUMED
Wo- Meat Ghee
men.ca)' - Cerea,ls Dhal. & fish. 825};-
0Z. 0Z. 0zZ. 0zZ.
2 92 24-44 1-20 0-53 1-06
13 9 14-:5 0-64 0-45
14 8 17-33 0-67 0-30 0-38
14 15 22-14 0-99 0-13 1-13
8 10 22-10 0-72 0-42- 0-28.
12 11 21-54 0-60 0-43 0-30
9 8 1907 0-8 0-33 0-80
38 27 17-20 0-56 0-26 0-35
10 12 16-40 1-18 0-08 0-63
59 46 13-33 0-80 0-53 0-60
43 46 12-00 0-80 0-35 0-31
17 13 13-52 0-74 0-46 0-93
43 16 14-13 0-42 0-22 0-54

BY EACH - ApuLe.

Total,

0Z.

27-23
-15-54 .

18-68
94-39

23-52
22-87

21-00

18-37

-18-22

15-23
13-46
15-62

15-31

- Vegde-

tables.

0z.
10-00

3-83.
- 5-36

3-70
5-56
3-85

1-06
4-40
5-90
4-84
4-40

6-T2

2-60

Annual

- income .’
per head.
Rs A, P.
72- 0~ 0"
53- 5- 1

66-14- 6

62- 5- 0 -

50—~ 9-11
52— 3- 4

81-10- 4
76- I— 8

78-11- 9

62-14- 3

55— 7- 3 -

72-10- 2

45- 8- 4

99T
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Ganjam C s .22 26 20 15-10 0-62 1-29 0-63 17-64 4-70. 73- 4 -9
Conjeevaram of . ,

Chinglepet Dist.... 21 16 20 13-80 0-48 0-30 0-44 15-02 5-37 61-7-0
Salem - , . 17 18 16 13-08 0-49 0-66 0-60 1483 4-30 66- 9-5

16-85 0-73 042 0-56 18-57  4-13 64-7- 2*

Madras Jail Diet— S _ ‘
Plates Working.... 20- 0 5-0 0-50 6-0

,» others i e., females etc..... 18- 0 4-0 0-50 6-0
Madras Famine Oodef-
_ Diggers S 27-86
»» Carriers e 22-24
» Dependent Male ... 19-84

» Female ... 1744
Weaver on the margin of .
Starvation ... 16-66

1 In calculating the average income per head each individual, child or adult, is
counted as one.

.2 The present writer has conducted intensive enquiries into the economic conditions
of agricultural masses of Guntur District and has found out that the average annual income
per head of a family of a_husband, wife and a child is R« 51 among Sudra workers
and Rs 49 among similar Pa.ncha.ma. workers.

8* The average earnings per adult per annum come to Rs 75-6-0 as against the
corresponding figure of Rs 64-7-2 per head per annum.

"XUISOANT DNIAVIM WOOTANVH THI
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An‘Indian-beggar who goes from honse to-house in
villages for alms is able to get as much cereal food per
day as‘that which can be prepared from 3/8 ‘Madras
measures (20 oz.) of rice. He bears all the .signs -of
poverty, uhderfeeding and helplessness. He differs from
Panchama workers of any village by the fact that he has
nbthing else to eat with his cereals, that he has no house,
and that-he has no surety about the morrow’s food.
Otherwise, he is considered by the villagers: as getting
more cereals than many agriculturgl workers. On the
other hand, a hard working ryot- who has" not.lost his
digestive. power needs at least 3 Madras measure (27 oz.)
-of rice per-day.- Most of the Kamma pedple iinto-whase
-economic conditions the present writer has -inquired
consume ‘about ‘7/16 Madras measures (23 oz.) -of rice.
The Madras Jail Code fizes the diet for prisoners in the
following  way. ¥

‘Males’ working
. oz of cereals. thbers.
Morning 4 3
Midday 9 8
Evening- T 7
 Total 20 - 18

The male convicts in the Mddras Jails who are sen-
tenced.ta hard labour, thus get 20 oz.‘of: cereals, out of
which ricé forms only- one: third. “But the female: con-
victs and others who are sentenced to simple imprison-
ment get-only. 18 oz. of cereals. If we express-these
guantities :of ceréals. in one-sixteenths of a Madras
messure; we:get the following results.

1 The Madras Jail Code, Page 99.
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Quantity of cereals

Kind of persons. per day
, in Giddas. !
Indian beggar - 6
Hard-working ryot = 8
Average Kamma ryot ' 7

Female and other convicts senbenced} 5 2 /5
for simple imprisonment ~

Panchama worker (No. 16) 4-5

Every one of the hundreds of weavers interviewed
in all the centres of handloom weaving visited said that
if a person does not get at least 5/16 Madras measures of
cereals, distributed in 1/16, 2/16 and 2/16 Madras mea-
sures for morning, midday and night meals respectively,
be begins to suffer more and more keenly from the
under-feeding. Between the very much underfed Pan-
chama worker (No.16) and the female convict of the
Madras Jails, comes in a weaver who gets ' 5/16 Madras
measures (16'66 oz.) of cereals per day. He gets almost
as much as the average weaver of our budgets, , we can

safely assume that this weaver is on,t'he margin of star-
~ vation i. e., if he gets 4 little less of cereals, he begins to
feel the pangs of starvation. We find from the foregoing
table that an average weaver of West Godavari District,
Ambazeepettah centre, Peddapur and Uppada centres
Vizagpatam and Ganjam Districts and Conjeevaram and
Salem centres, gets much less cereals per day than our
marginal weaver, and that a Pedana average weaver is
almost on the margin of starvation. An average weaver
in Rayadrug, Proddutur, Pullampeftah, Nagari centres

1 (1 Gidda is 1/16 of a Madras measure, or 31/30z.)
43
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consumes & little more. or less cereals per day than a
carrier under the Madras Famine Code,” while he gets in
Venkatagiri-centre nearly as much as a dependent male
under the same code. He is far above the margin of
starvation in the Ceded Districts and Chittoor and
Nellore Districts because he consumes Ragi- and Cholam
which are cheaper than rice, and rice is largely
consumed in the Northern Circars, often to the exclusion
of other cereals.

We find from the same table that while a female
convict of the Madras Jails is given a daily allowance of
4 oz. of dhal, an average weaver of Rayadrug who gets.
the biggest allowance of it, consumes only 1°20.0z. and
the average for all the centres is only 073 oz. Our

weaver on the margin needs at least an ounce of dhal
* daily.

On the other hand, the average for all the centres
for the consumption of oils is bigger than the half an
ounce o£ oils which is allowed to each of the convicts of
the Madras Jails. The average weaver of Karnool
Distriet, Pullampettah centre, Guntur District and Con-
jeevaram centre gets less than a Madras convics. So the
marginal weaver should get at least 0'5 oz. of oils for
- consumption along with other food.

-The average consumption of vegetables per adult of
all our budgets comes to 4'73 oz. while a- Madras convict is
given an allowance of 6 oz. of vegetables. But the
average weaver of Anantapur, Proddutur, Nagari and
Venkatagiri centres and Vizagpatam District, gets less
than 4 oz. of vegetables. The marginal weaver needs at
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least 4 oz. of brinjals. The Madras convicts do™ not get
any meat or fish. 'The c¢dnsumption of mest and fish
varies in different parts’of the coubtry. Weavers in the
Ceded Districts are particulatly fond “of meat and- they
-eat it at least once a month.. Those inthe Ganjiin,
Vizagpatam, Godavari Districts consume a godd propor-
tion of fish, while the Andhra-Oriya weavers eat fish on
every alternate day. * The weavers of the rest. of the
Northern Circars aud'Sale'xn'aﬁd'(Jonjé'evar'm take meatb
and fish at least twice a mon'ﬁh So our marginal weaver
neéds at least 025 oz. of meat and fish per day, which is
about as much as an average Guntur weaver gets.

Now, our marginal weaver needs daily:—1

. 0z.
Rice ...16'66
Dhbal ° ... .. 1700
Meat and fish ... v aree e 025

Ghee and gingelly ... ... e 0750

Total daily alloWanée of solidfood ....18'41 ozs.

Vegetables e e 4°00 ,,

1 It will be mterestmg to. compare these ﬁgures with the
following food scale of the ma.rglnal ryot of “Bconomic organisation
of Indian Villages’ Vol. I, page 150 '

Commodity. Quantity.
Rice o 180 oz.
Pulses . 15,
Ghee 075,,

- - 2025 oz, solid food
and vegefables 5 oz.
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So, we find that an average weaver in Anantapur
District, West Godavari District, Ambazeepettah and
Peddapur centres, Vizagpatam and Ganjam Districts,
Conjeevaram and Salem centres gets less food than the

marginal weaver and so is below the marginal line of
poverty.

A Madras convict gets a daily allowance of 0'5 oz. of
tamarind, 075 oz. of salt, 0'25 oz. of curry powder and
0°5 oz. onions. As the very poor as well as those just
above the margin consume usually almost the same quan-
tities of these commodities, it is considered advisable to’
adopt these as the allowances. .

The above standards of consumptioﬁ for the margi-
nal weaver cannot claim any scientific arrangement.
They are arrived at after much personal enquiry into the
standard of living of the very poor and moderately poor

“weavers of all the districts visited and they are quite
intelligible and reasonable, if taken alongside with the
foregoing table and the budgets given in this chapter-
It is quite possible for a weaver to live well without
meat and fish but they are so habituated to it and look
forward to mutton curry at least once a month with so
much eagerness that the consumption of meat is provided
for in the budget of our marginal weaver and the same is
the case with oils, which form some sort of an accompa-
niment to the curry or chutney. Such a budget errs, if
it does at all, on the side of under-estimating the mini-
mum consumption of different commodities, which are
necessary to keep-a human being healthy and satisfacto-
rily fed.
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The marginal weaver needs at least two dhoties
costing Rs 3, two upper cloths costing Re 2, one shirt
costing Re. 1 and the dhuppati costing As. 8 per annum
while his wife needs two sarees Rs 4, four bodices Re. 1,
a festive saree Re. 1 per annum costing altogether Rs 5
per annum. So an adult in amarginal weaver's family
needs to spend Rs 6-4-0 per annum on clothing.

According to the budgets given in the appendices, a
family of a husband, wife and a child has to pay on the
average Rs 12 annually in inferest on debt.

The budget of our marginal weaver is given below:-!

Commodity. Weight. Price.

Rice 15°6 1bs. Rs 1-11- 2
Ragi. 156 ,, 0-13- 7
Dhal 11b.140z8s. O- 3-4
Meat and fish 7% ozs. 0-1-5
Ghee and gingelly 15 ,, . 0-2-3
Vegetables 7% lbs. 0-2-3
Tamerind 15 ozs. 0- 0-11
Salt 225 ozs. 0-1- 6
Mirchi and spices 75 ,, 0- 0-11
Onions: 15 ,, 0-0-3
Fuel and lighting 0-4-0

Total monthly expenditure 3- 9- 7 Re43-30
per annum.

1 The following is the budget of a ryot who is on the margin
of decent standard of living Vol. I page 151-2.
Total food and lighting Rs. 65—11—7
Clothing - 99134

Total annual expeﬁditure per adult 95811
44
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Brought over . Bs 43~ 3~ 0 -
.Clothing : 6-4-0
Earthen vessels. : 0-4-0
‘Washerman 0-4-0
Cosmetics and barbar 0-4-0
House repairs or rent 0-8-0

Total 50~ 7- O per annum.

We have not included the most important items,
such as tobacco, pansupari and toddy, in a poor . weaver’s
normal budget. But the writer is convinced that as long
a8 a weaver in the Tamil country can find some money to
spend, he would expend it on tobacco and pansupari which
are the items of his daily consumtion, rather than on food
and clothing. He spends at least Rs 3 on tobacco and
another Re 3 on pansupari per ammum. The Telugu
weaver does not consume so much pansupari and so we
may assume that our marginal weaver has to spend only
Rs 1-8-0 per annum ¢n it.

Toddy is consumed only on festive occasions and so
the marginal weaver may not spend more than #s 3 per
annum. If we include this expenditure, then the annual
expenditure of our marginal weaver comes to Rs 58-3-0,
The earning capacity of the weavers of the districts visi-

| ted is only Bs 64-7-8 per head per annum according to
our budgets. If the weavers do not spend much more
than what they annually earn, their standard of
living cannot be much higher than that of the margina!
weaver, more particularly as they have, on an average,
to include Rs 4 per annum for interest on debt.
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Thé following is the standard:of c onsumption. ‘of the

marginal worker in England, as adopted by Professor
Bowley.

Minimam ratio for an adult male per week :—

Bread 5 lbs.
Flour 11,
Oatmeal 36 ,,
Bacon 075,
Meat 20 ,,
Lard 03 ,,
Dripping or suet 0'5 ,,
Margarine 05 ,,
Cheese 0175 ,,
Peas C02 ),
Potatoes 25,
Vegetables 05 ,
" Sugar ' 032 ,,

‘ Total 1802 Ibs. or about 2'5 lbs. per day’
E of solid food.

Milk new 08 pints
Milk skim 4,
Cocoa 0'5 ozs.
- Tea . 20
Coffee o5 ,,

Meat and liquor ) 4'5 pint;s .

1

*Has Poverty Diminished’ by Prof. Bowley and M. H. Ho;g, Pages 35 and 36. -
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The full scale of expenditure per week other than
on fuel for the people on the margin of poverty is given
below. '

Clothing,
Kind of person, cleaning &  Food. Together.
lighting.
8. d. s. d. s. d.
Man over 18 years 1-5 " 7-7 9-0
Woman ,, 1-5 6-1 “7-6
Lad s 16-18yrs. 1-5 6-5 7-10
Boy of 14 to 16 years 1-3 6-5 7- 8
Girl of 14to 16 ,, 1-3 6-1 7- 4
Child 5t0 14 ,, 1-3 3-9 5-0
Child of O to 5 ,, 1-3 2-6 3-9
Man over 70 years ~ 1-3 4-7 5-10

Woman over 70 years 1-3 4-7 5-10

The expenditure upon food and clothing of an
English worker over 18 years, who is on the margin of
poverty amounts to Rs 351 per annum, assuming that
pound stirling is equal to Rs 15 and that of a child of
0 to 5 years comes to Rs 1464-0. The total expendi.
ture budget of our margiha,l weaver comes to only
Rs 58-3-0 per annum and so .is only % of the expendi.
ture upon food and clothing of an English adult male on
the margin, or 2/5 of that of an | English child of O to 5
years. |
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Table showing the standard of decency in clothing for @ man and his wife.

Dhoties UPPET  ghirts Sarees ‘Bodices T estive

Plgce. No. cost.N(io%}ZeS:_No. cost. No. cost. No. cost. ﬁ{)‘{t%ﬁgh Total.
. Rs Rs Rs Rs Re Rs Re
Salem District  ....'4 6-0-0 4 6-0-0 3 4-8-0 4 16-0-0 1 4-0-0 36- 80

Chinglepet District 4 9-0-0 4 6-4-0 2 2-0-0 3 15-0-0 4 1-8-0 1 3-0-0 36-12-0
Ganjam and ,
Vizagpatam ... 6 8-0-0 4 5-0-0 3 3-0-0 6 12-0-0 1 3-0-0 31- 0-0
Deccan (Ceded Dist- i
ricts and Chittor) 4 8-0-0 3 5-0-0 4 2-0-0 3 20-0-0 1-8-0 1 4-0-0 32- 8-0
‘Nellore, Guntur,

Kristna, Godavari o . .
Districts .... wn 4 8-0-046-0038 480 42400 6240 15-0-049-8-0

 As can be seen from the family budgets of weavers given in-this chapter
most of the weavers are. una.ble to. provide themselves with so0 much clothing,
The above figures are arrived. at after a very careful. personal investigation into
the standard of clothing to which the imembers 'of castes like the Devangas, Padmasales
Kaikalans try to conform.

*AYISOANT PNIAVIM - WOOTANVH HHI

LAY
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Only a few Devanga and Padmasale women wear
Ravikas or bodices in Salem District.. Many Padma-
sale women of Conjeevaram wear bodices. The Padma-
sale and Devanga women of the Ceded Districts, Guntur,
Nellore, Krishna and Godavari Districts ‘wear bodices
but those of Ganjam and Vizagpatam do not wear any
bodices at all. The Kaikalan women do not wear any
bodices. The question of bodices is important because a
woman’s body is partly bare above her waist if no bodice
is worn and the people who wear bodices do not treat
those without them as equals. Moreover, the standard
of clothing of those whose women do not wear bodices is
almost always lower than that of those whose women
wear them.

All the people in a caste want to clothe themselves
as fully and decently as the middle class families of that
particular caste. Whenever there is a feast in any one’s
house all the members of his caste are expected to go to
dine with him and everyone would wear the clothes in
fashion in the caste on such occasions. If one of them
has no such clothes, he borrows them from his
neighbburs. '

Every weaver tries his best not to miss a dinner as
he can then feed to the full, and he rarely gets a chance
to do that in his poverty-ridden life. So, every weaver
spends all that he can afford, upon clothing. The fact
that most of the weavers interviewed in the fourteen
districts visited are not able to provide themselves with
the customary caste clothing proves ‘their helpless econo-
mic condition. :
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Indebtedness

Twenty-two out of 31 workers whose family budgets
‘we have got for the Deccan are indebted and the ave-
rage debt per family is Rs 124-2-6; and the interest on
it is Rs 8-15-2. Out of these 22 indebted families, 13
families do not pay any interest at all upon their- debts.
But it cannot be said that these 13 families fare better
than the other 9 indebted families, because while there
is some inducement for the latter to clear off their debts
and to become independent, there is no-such inducement
for the former. The former are thus, from generation
to gez&::tion, dependent upon' their employers, and the
debts made by their fathers ‘weigh upon them heavily
and they are little better than slaves. Again, the 9
families which pay interest find it very difficult even
to meet the interest. It is not unusual for such: wea-
vers to be compelled to sell their houses to clear. .their
debts. In fact, that is the only solution that most of
them find.

It is not because the other 9 people are able to keep
away from the money-lenders, that they are not -indeb-
ted, but because they are so thoroughly discredited, and
poor that no one is willing to advance them. any money.
It is always very difficult to find workers who are not
indebted and almost every one.is in the clutches of the
money lender or the employer because of the follies . of
his father or grand father. On an average, a debt of
Re 124-2-6 per family represents the conditions of the
workers in these districts, which means-that a- w0rker is
generally indebted to the extent of one year’s earnings.
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Indebtedness in the Circars.

No. of ‘Amount  Interest Interest on

District. h of indeb- on the average

famniles. tedness, total. family.

Re Rs Rs

Nellore 9 516 66— 0-0 - 5- 4
Guntur S 21 11925 99- 40 4-11- 7
Krishna 6 . 1290 153-10-0 25- 9-8
West Godavari 32 2675  287- 0-0 8-15- 6
Godavari 37 3276 415-10-4 11-3-5
Vizagpatam 14 860 152- 4-0 10-14-0
Ganjam 13 1830 270- 7-0  20-12-10

Total 132 = 11572 1444- 3-4 89- 8- 4

Godavari weavers are the worst indebted
‘people; then come their neighbours, West
Godavari and Ganjam workers. Nellore workers
are the least indebted, while Vizagpatam comes next
best. As for the rate of interest paid, Ganjam
workers pay only Rs 17 less than the West Godavari
weavers, though the latter owe Rs 825 more than the
former. Guntur weavers pay Rs 53 less than those of
the Vizagpatam district, though they have borrowed
Rs 265 more. But we cannot come to any conclusion on
the basis of this, as there are many weavers in Guntur,
Krishna and Godavari districts who borrow money free
of interest from their employers. There are, in all, 77
families out of the 132 mentioned above which are in-
debted. Out of these, 25 families do not pay any interest
at all on their Rs 1287 debt to the capitalist employers.
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So, the average debt for a single family in-the whole
of the tract is Rs 87-10-8; that for a single family among
the 77 indebted families is-Rs 150-4-7.  Average inte-
rest per family -in the tract is Rs 10-15-1 per year;
while that for a family among the indebted is Rs 18-12-0
per year.

The Consumption of Toddy.

The weavers in the Deccan and in the Andhra-
Oriya Country (Ganjam and Vizagpatam Districts) drink
toddy, not only on festive occasions like in the Nellore,
Guntur, Krishna and Godavari Districts, but also on all
ordinary occasions. It can be said that a weayer in any
of these districts spends on the average #s 12 a year.
There are many who spend as much as &s 24 each but
there are others who spend only #s 6 each. It ig true
that the consumption 'of toddy per person is. less where
the family incomes are larger. The weaversin the
Nellore, Guntur, Krishna and Godavari Districts spend
on the average Rs 6 per person per annum. They ‘are
alive to the social stigma attached to drinking and 8o
they do not like to give actual figures about their
drinking. The Padmasale and Devanga Conferences
have been trying to uproot this evil among the weavers
‘and their efforts have not yet been fully snccessfual.

The revenue derived by Government from drink in
Oravakonda (Anantapur District) was in 1924-5 Re 39600
for the auction of three toddy shop licenses, and Rs 3800
for one spirit shop. Assuming that half the money
spent by customers is transferred to the state by license
fees, the expenditure incurred by 11000 people upon -

drink was Rs 86,800.
46
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‘There are many weavers in the Deccan whose only
idea of recreation is to go to the local toddy shops and
to drink and sing there. Everyday, both in the morning
and in the evening, we find in everyone of the centres of
bandloom weaving, hundreds of weavers crowding to the
toddy shops. It is said that the Togata women of Raya-
drug get 100 pots of toddy in the evenings and consume
it in their homes.

One of the employers in Rayadrug suggested that it
would do these people much good if ihe employers pre-
vented them from going to the toddy shops during the
 working days and paid them each four annas on the pay-
‘day for drink, in addition to the regular wages. Then
the workers would not get drunk 8o often on the work-
ing days and waste their time, and earn less wages.
Much good can be done if the caste conferences organise
branches in every centre of weaving and agitate against
drink.
Tobacco. .

The conéuxﬁpti‘on of tobacco varies in different parts
of the Province. In the Deccan, weavers smoke only
‘beedis’ a sort of cigarette of inferior tobacco wrapped up
in banyan or other leaves. A few women smoke in
every centre but it is considered to be bad for women to
smoke. A man spends upon beedis on' the avcrage Rs6-8-3
per annum. But the expenditure upon ‘bidis’ can rise to
Rs 12 per person, per annum, if he can afford it. ‘The
weavers in the Nellore, Guntur, Krishna. and Godavari
Districts very seldom smoke bidis but they spend equal
sums upon cigarettes and tobacco. :A man spends on the
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average about MHs 6-6-0 per annum upon them.
“But. this expenditure can rise up to Rs 20 per
person per annum: if the economic conditions permis.
In the Vizagpatam and Ganjam Districts, men -and
women smoke excessively and a family of husband aad
‘wife spends on the average ®s 15 per-annum. Weavers
in these districts smoke cigars, which they roll and
smoke all the time.

Pansupari.

In Chinglepet and Salem Districts, men smoke as
-excesgively as the Ganjam weavers, but women smoke -
less. These Southern weavers and their women are
fond of chewing tobacco and. pansupari. A family
of a husband and wife spends on the average Rs 20
per annum on them.

The Deccan weavers like to chew pansupari, but as
it is rarely grown in their own dlsbucts and' therefore
very costly, they get very little 1of it. ' The weavers in
the Nellore, Guntur, Krishna and Godavari ‘Districts are
very fond of chewing but only on festive ‘and other
special occasions. But the Ganjam and Vizagpatam
weavers chew more pansupari than - others of the
Northern Circars. The weavers in tzhe ‘Tamil: country
are 8o habituated to chewmg pansupari - thab ‘they cannot
work without it.

Opium.

The consumption of opiﬁm as a. regular item of daily
* consumption, .appears-.only. in the  Krishna, Godavari
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Vizagpatam and Ganjam Districts. Opium is chiefly
taken by old men who want to work but who are unable
~to work unless they take it. Again, those weavers
who suffer from asthma take it to check coughing. So
it has become a necessity for all the old people among
the weavers of these districts, and an old man spends on
the average Rs 14 on it per annum.

The expenditure upon tobacco, pansupari and opium
lis a waste. The consumption of such things is harmful
" tothe weavers. But these people delight in consuming such
things and theysay thatthey cannot get on without somq
or all of them. 'They would ratheér spend less upon foo
and elothing than go without tobacco and even if prices
of tobacco were to rise, the same quantity of tobaccc
would be bought. The demand for pansupari by the
- weavers in the Tamil country is similarly very inelastic
and so is the case with opium. So any proposal to raisé
a tax upon pansupari or tobacco would directly hit these
poor people, who Would then have to do with less foog
and clothing than, at present. T

Travelling.

Most weavers pay at least one visit to their relatives
who generally live in a place, not far away from thelrst
Almost all the rural weavers go to the nearest ma.rkez
towns on the market days; and they sell their cloths anl
buy yorn if they are independent artisans; or they - delie
ver the cloth produced to the employers and get yarn u
they are wage-earners. They also buy prov1smnm
These excursions cost them something. - Even if they d,
not spend anything "on railways or bullock-carts, theg
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have to pay for some refreshments at least.. Unless a
weaver is specially extravagant and foplish, his expendi-
ture upon travelling is never more than what ‘is absolu-
tely necessary.

Medicine.

Many weavers do not make any provision for sick-
ness because they cannot do so. The weavers.who were
careful enough to staté their expénditure upon medicine
when their budgets were given, did not really set that
sum agide as an insurance but thought that so much
might be their possible expenditure per annum upon
medicines.

Festivals.

Deepavali, Sankranti, Mahagivaratri, New Year!
Day, Tadde and Vizia Ddsami -are the most ‘important;
festivals and weavers stop all work for one to seven days
for each festival. There may be a celebration or two of
the local god at one time or other and the caste gods
may have to be worshipped by the weavers on one or
more festive occasions. At all sueh times, every weaver
tries his best to eat fully, to prepare some home-made
cakes and to buy one or two cheap presents for his
children. 'The famished children anxiocusly look-forward
for a festival to get these much longed for.treats: An
average weaver's family has got to .spend arupee for

_each festival to get the least possible satisfaction. - But
most of the weavers of our budgets are unable to. spend
go-much for every ‘festival: what they do isfo spend
nothing at -all for some festivals.and enjoy moderate

luxury.at a few.
47
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Subscriptions.

All weavers who own looms have to pay certain
. BUmS every year to the common caste fund, which is
usually spent in worshipping the caste gods, in paying
the cost of one day’s celebration of the local god's festi-
val or in giving a common feeding to the- custe people
and others in a garden in the name of god Rama or for
all these three purposes. There are Some people like
Samayavarau who are the .professional beggars for
Devangas, Padmasales and Kaikalans. They relate
legends of the old heroic deeds which ancient weavers
performed as, for example, the assistance given by the
Kaikalans of Conjivaram to the god Subramaniani in his
wars and they also narrate the history of the origins of
such castes. The poor weaver is socially bound to pay
for all such communal expenses. He has no choice at
all in this matter. If there are a few families whose
budgets are collectd who do not incur any such
expenses, it is either because they are too poor to care
for the Society or because they are wage-earners working
in their employers’ workshops.

Barber

Every weaver in a village has a customary barber.
No weaver, either urban or rural, shaves himself.
Usually the barbers charge one anna for a shave and so
if a weaver has a shave in every month his shaving costs
him 12 annas per year. As can be seen from the family
budgets given, the weavers in the Deccan and Ganjam
and Vizagpatam Dissricts usually have a shave per

. month., The weavers of the Nellore and Guntur Dist-
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ricts have three shaves in two months; most of the
weavers in the Kistna, Godavari, Salem and Chinglepet
Districts have two shaves in a month. The weaver
who has two shaves a month gets much more comfort
and satisfaction than the weaver who gets only one
shave during that time, because in a hot country like
India, a shave is a real relief to workers.

Washerman.

Some rural weavers get their clothes washed: by
their women. But most of the weavers are obliged to
send their clothes daily to the washerman. The expen-
diture upon dhobie is dependent partly upon the size of
the family and partly upon the local custom of payment.

Cosmelics

The Hindu weaver's women wear a red mark on
their forehead as a sign of their caste. They smear
turmeric powder on their faces whenever they have an
oil-bath because they think it is auspicious to do so.
But the women of the weavers of Ganjam, Vizagpatam,
Chinglepet and Salem Districts use their powder every-
day. Allthe married women wear glass bangles which
often break while they are at work. All these things
cost something. Some people could not give any definite
idea of their expenditure on cosmetics  and 80 no entry is
made in their budgets.

Soapnuls.

Soapnuts are as useful as soap. People use them
mostly when they have oil baths. But many families
are unable to get enough soapnuts and oil baths.
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Most of the Deccan weavers are unable to buy brass
vessels and so they depend mostly upon earthen vessels.
The weavers of the Northern Circars have many brass
vessels. So is the case with the Salem and Conjivaram
weavers. But most of the weavers store and boil their
water and cook their food in earthen vessels.

The average pre-war income per head in the district
of Faridpur in the Bengal province was estimated by
Mr. J. C. Jack ! at Rs:53 per annum, which is equal fo
about Rs 84 at the 1924 level of price. 2 According to
the fifteen family budgets of weavers given-in this chap-
ter; an average person in a weaver’s family gets an
annual income of Rs 80-14-9. But it costs each person
Rs 80 per annum to maintain himself at the very low
standard of living which prevails at present among the
weavers. If we look at all the budgets collected
we can find that there is practically no surplus
income at all for any weaver. So, any tax which is
levied upon these people is paid, not out of the surplus
income, realised after meeting the expenses of a minimum
standard of living, but out of the earnings which may go
to the purchase of cereals or other kinds of food or
clothing. The salt tax or the proposed tax on tobacco,
the professional tax, the house tax are all paid at the
expense of food and clothing. The present writer’s
investigations into the rural life of the Guntur District
give a general average income of Rs 51 per head for
landless agricultural workers of the Sudra caste and Rs49

* 1 “The Economic Life of a Beagal District” by J. C. Jack, Page 137,

2 “The Wholesale Gen eral Index’ No. is for 1913 143; for 1924 226, 1873 being
taken on year.
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for Panchamas. It is certain that the level of prosperity
i8 considerably highe r in. Guntur than in the Ceded
Districts.

Housing.

Adoni is a. very congested and unhealthy town.
Usually a Hindu weaver's dwelling consists of a long,
narrow workshop, open to the street and a small enclosed
room behind. The small room, which is always very
dark, and without ventilation, is used as a store room,
and the  workshop is also used as a living and bed-
room. Hence the habitation is in effect fairly airy and
clean.

The houses of Muhammadan weavers are much less
airy as their custom compels them to keep their women
in seclusion. Their houses are not as clean as those of
the Hindu weavers since their women lack the incentive
to cleanliness which comes from the visits of neighbours.
There is a rotten smell around their houses and the
insides are a veritable dominion of cocks, hens and fish.
But the general notion prevalent among the Hindus, that
the Muhammadans are generally dirtier in habits than
themselves and that they bathe rarely, is thoroughly
wrong and is due to prejudice. It is true that these
people care more for food and drink than for their
abodes, but they are in their persons as clean as the
Hindus. : ’

In Rayadrug the houses of the workers are regular
dungeons. .They are.too small and though provided
with many windows they are not airy. One feels like

being choked after being in one of the houses for more
48
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than fifteen minutes. The houses of employers in which
these workers labour are little better. These houses have
tiled roofs and are too long and too narrow and are crowded
with half a dozen looms, many charkas, a dozen women
and a score of mmen in addition to an unruly crowd. of
children, so that in them it is very hard to hear one
another speaking. -There are of course some houses
which are more airy, better managed and with more
space for each worker. :

In Dharmavaram, the housing conditions are scar-
cely better, the only difference being that the employers’
workshops are better kept. Even there, there is much
shortage of housing. One usually finds two or three
families living in each house (consisting like those of
Adoni, of a room and workshop) and somehow managing
tolive a family life and to bring forth children without any
special provision for privacy. Of course, this kind of living
especially in this province where working classes are
quick tempered and ill mannered leads very often to
constant grumbling and irritation and bad blood.

In none of these three places do we find any capita-
list who makes it his business to build houses for letting.
Weavers generally engage artisans and build their own
houses. The few who rent houses occupy houses 8o
built which have fallen vacant casually. There are a
number of homeless workers who are housed free of rent
in stables and other out-houses belonging to their emp-
loyers. They can save the expense of lighting, also
frequently as the employer must keep a light in his stable
for the cattle. ‘
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In Tadpatri, Proddatur and Pullampetta, just the
same conditions of housing prevail. The congestion is
great and the number of homeless people is .enormous,
while the rents are fortunately much lower than economio
rents. In Nagari and Jammalamadugu, the same deplo-
rable conditions of housing are prevalent. The weavers
in the villages are better housed and enjoy better air
and more sunshine than those in the towns. while
village social life is just as congenial as that of the towns.
It has not been possible to get reliable vital statistics for
weavers, but it is an undoubted fact, and every weaver
in these towns is aware of it, that mortality is higher
among the urban weavers than those of the rural areas.
‘The house rent in one case in Karnool is s 6 per year
and the house repair is R#s 3 per year. The average
cost of house repair in the Chittor District is e 1-9-10
per house per year. The house rent in one case in the
Cuddapah District is Rs 18 per annum, while the cost of
house repair is' Rs 5 per annum. The house rents or the
house repair charges are so small because the standard
of housing is low; and many families are crowded in the
same building.

THE NORTHERN CIRCARS.—

_— House House House
Distriot. repair. rent. tax.
Nellore 040 2-12-0
Guntur 3-1-0 .
Kistna 4-8-0 1- 0-0 4-0-0
West Godavari 1-3-0
East Godavari 1-6-0 2—- 40
Vizagpatam 3-9-0 2-14-0
Ganjam 4-6-0 1-10-0 4-0-0
Total 18-5-0 -10-8-0 8-0-0

Average 2-9-11 1-8-0 1-2-7
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The housing of an average family of the budgets we
have collected for the Northern Circars, costs 8s 5-3-1
per annum. :

Rent amounting to Res 229-8-0 is paid upon 26
houses or Rs 8-13-3 per house per annum. A house tax
of Re 102-4-0 is paid on the 45 houses or about Rs 2-4-0
per house per annum. The repairing charges for 106
houses came to Rs 294-4-0 or Rs 2-12-4 per house per
annum. The rents in these districts are higher than ia’
the Ceded Districts. The house tax is heavy enough to
hit these weavers. The house repairing charges are not
really as low as the above figures suggest, because many
weavers could not give any definite idea of their expen-

diture on repairs and so their repairing charges are nos
included.

The houses of weavers in Venkatagiri and Kalahasti
towns are situated in very interesting, beautiful and
healthy localities, far from the congested parts of the
towns. There are hundreds of trees and many gardens
surround the quarters of weavers. The houses are kept
perfectly clean and wholesome, though they are too
small for all the manufacturing operations carried
on in them. But an average house of a weaver is
much bigger, cleaner and more airy than that of either
a Brahmin or any other artisan of these two places.

In Chirala and Vetapalem, there is too much con-
gestion in the weavers’ quarters and weavers have to pay
very heavily in the way of mortality resulting from the at-
tacks of Cholera,Plague,Influenza and other fevers.It is only
ten years ago that plague visited these places and carried
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away thousands of lives. When the government pro.-
posed some 6 years ago, to make Chirala a munigipality
the residents went out of the town as a protest and spent
more than they would have done by paying rates for ten
years. At last they gave way and the municipal rates
were paid again, These weavers have not yet realised
their responsibilities as citizens and so the municipal
affairs are hopelessly mismanaged.

Bhattiprolu is a small union with very badly kept roads
There is some housing congestion but not as much as we
find in Chirala. The houses are more unhealthy than those
in Chirala, because these weavers keep she-buffaloes
and goats, in a part of their own houses. The soil
of this place is black and rice fields abound around it
and so it is damper and muddier than Chirala. The
Bhattiprolu people suffer from the absence of any public
lavatories, which are a necessity in such muddy places.

Pedana fares best out of these three places. It is as
sandy as Chirala and as little congested as Bhattiprolu-
It has a union, whose affairs are managed fairly “well by
the Devanga Chairman. There is plenty of space in
front of and behind every house and most houses are -
fairly well built and neatly kept. All the good characte-
ristics of a house in a village 1i. e., artistic. decorations
on the walls and doorways; clean walls and nicely coated
floors, are found in the house of a weaver of this place.

Ellore is one of the worst congested places in the
West Godavari District. The weavers are distributed in
all parts of the town and their houses are every-
where very small and dirty. The oil-pressing industry

49
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and the: habita of the people engagéd in it may have
influenced these people; for, they look 8o oily and un-
clean, and do not seem to care for any artistic display
either inside or outside their houses. They partake of
all the bad habits of town people and throw all the- rub-
bish only a few feet away from the doorway. But one
fine feature of their houses is, that they have nice
verandahs in which women sit and work on the prepa-
ratory processes.

In Pentapadu weavers live in huts, the floor of -
which is only a few inches higher in level than the
lanes. The Bheemavaram workers live in a muddy
quarter of the town, which is so low as to be
flooded in-‘every rainy season. The houses resemble-
to a very great extent the big huts of Erukalas. !

Palakol is a beautiful municipality, with many large
canals, which intersect the town at many places. It has
many fine gardens, which- make the town look like a
small “Garden City” of the west. But unfortunately
mosquitoes are a regular nuisance there and so the wea-
vers dislike living in the town. The houses of those
who live inside the towm are very clean and nicely kept
but are too small. There are many more back lanes in
their quarter than there should be in a town.

The villages all round Palakol are not specially
clean and all of them suffer during the long rainy reason
from the lack of organised public lavatories. The wea.
very’ houses are considered to be as clean as those of the
ryots. »

1. Erukalas ara a premitive tribe, who live-on the out-chirts of villages and breed pigs.
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Mori, Chintalapalli, -Jaggannapettah and Bandar-
lanka- are all built on sandy soil and enjoy the
conveniences that can be had from the presence of big
navigable canals. In Mori, weavers have big thatched
houses, the streets are exceptionally wide and there are
many open squares. The whole village presents one of
the most lovely sights, surrounded as it is by rice fields,
cocoanut and many other trees. In Chintalapalli, the
houses of weavers are bigger and the streets wider than
those either in Palakol or in Chirala.

The large population of Jaggannapettah is housed in
a small area encircled by canals. House sites are very
costly and house rents are pretty high. There is only
one big street, in which the market is held once a week,
The houses, as could be expected, are very -small and
have no space either in front or at the back of them,
while there is scarcely any space for having a bath in
privacy. Even the educated people donot know how to keep
their houses clean and the ordinary house of a weaveris a
workshop and not a home. Lavatory convenience is the
only comfort that distinguishes this' place from such a
place as Jaggannapettah,

Bandarlanka is situated in a nice spot, nob -
many miles from the Godavari. - It is built along the
long main road and has but few other roads. - The
houses are big, airy and nice looking. 'The front
verandahs of the houses present a fine appearance.
But the only one room that one can find in the house is

almost dark, with not even a glass in the roof to let the
Sun js rays in. More than one family lives in a house



196 ‘THE HANDLOOM WEAVING INDUSTRY.

and sométimes‘ looms are installed in the verandahs,
because of the shortage of space inside.

Peddapur is a big municipality and the weavers
there live in a congested part of it. But the weavers do
not like to go to any other part of the town to live.
No effort is made to house the increasing population
more systematically and on better lines than at present
although a Devanga is the Chairman of the Municipality.

Uppada is a emall village on the sea shore and so it
enjoys excellent climate and sea breeze. Houses are
bigger, streets wider and lanes fewer than is usual
in a village, while the habit of taking walks on the
beach is widely prevalent among the Devangas of the
place. Wherever there issand, there is somehow
greater cleanliness in the houses which present a
better look of artistic structure. The Uppada weaver
can rightly be proud of his house.

Vizianagar is the capital of the Maharajah of
Vizianagar and as such, it has bigger and wider sfreels
than any other town visited. But the housing condi-
tions of the weavers are the most. unsatisfactory
in this tract. The houses are like huts and wea-
‘vers have to bend forward to get into them. In this
-quarter, there are only muddy lanes full of rubbish.
Many villages, seem to be far more healthy than this
big city of the Maharajah.

Ponduru is more famous than any other village of
the same size and has in it some of the best spinners of
the Presidency, Usually a family lives in a one roomed
house, which is a part .of a row of many houses. A
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verandah ‘and a backyard - are added to this room.
Almost all the belongings are: kept wupon ‘Matchu’, a
bamboo shelf over the beams, while the pots etc., are
~ kept in the backyard and the loom in the room. The
‘clothing is hung upon a bamboo that is suspended ‘below
the beams. The women work in the varandah, which is
only 8 to 10 square yards in area. This type of house
is found throughout the villages of the Ganjam District.

The weavers of the Badurlapebbah of Chicacole
have hig and wide:streets and :somewhat jlarger houses.
‘But they have nodetached houses.

In Santa Bommali housing is rather better than in
Ponduru. There are a few detached houses. 'The big
street in the centre is so wide as to present :the look of &
square and it is' pleasant to see many scores of workers
preparing their sizing in this square. The houses are
also kept exceptionally clean afﬁ_a one feels, after seeing
these houses that the Oriya women and their
~ Telugu sisters have a special knack in keeping their very
small houses very clean.

In Ichhapur the houses of -weavers.are of the -same
" quality though they are kept less earefully. The streets
are pretty wide and the lanes are not many. But this
one roomed house is found to be insufficient -as the fami-
lies are getting bigger and. bigger. -The :Berhampur
weavers have all tiled houses, with floor about 6 feef
above the level of the: streets. They have all got only
one roomed houses, all attached to one-another in- a big
block and one is surprised to find more than. one loom in
. working order.in such a house. -Many houses have back-
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yards and all kinds of things are done in the street dur-
ing'the night time making the streets very unpleasant
in the early morning. House rents are higher, while
house repairing charges are lower than elsewhere.
These houses are not kept as clean as those in Ponduru.

The housing of the weavers in these two districts is
therefore a speciality for this tract. Most of the houses
are attached to one another in a row and present a very
attractive appearance with their nicely decorated veran-
dahs. The spinners, carders or combers sit in rows in
such a verandah and work at their profession hrough-
out the day. The verandah at the back is used for
women. Bedsteads are very rarely found and mattersses
laid on the floor are generally used by these people to lie
down upon and sleep. The floor is kept scrupulously
clean and attractive.

| Nowhere, in my journey throughout these 12 dist-
* ricts, could I find any trace of any work done by the
' government or local authorities towards relieving the
i congestion of housing. Many Municipalities have no
’( Town Planning Schemes. The Government has no
1 housing policy and the people are not educated enough
\ to agitate for better conditions of ;housing. Everything
is left to look after itself and housing is therefore on the
whole in a miserable condition.

The housing of an average family costs, according to
our budgets Rs 11-15-0 per annum in Chinglepet Dist-
rict. Such a family pays Rs 3-3-2 towards house-taxes
and Rs 4-0-9 for the house repairs. The housing costs
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& family on the average Rs 9-13-9 per annum in Salem,
out of which Re 4-13-9 is paid towards house taxes and
Re 5 towards house repairs.

There is a very bad congestion of housing fn
Paramakudi of Ramnad District and in Madura
In Paramakudi I found 6 families inhabiting a house
of six rooms and paying Rs 12 rent per room
pPer annum. " All their looms are installed in those rooms
and their women sit in the Mantapamn the meeting of
four verandahs with a small open square in the middle
and work on the preparatory processes. Many houses in
both Paramakudi and Madura are as- badly crowded as
this house. The houses of the weavers in these two

places are very dirty, dingy and unwholesome.

A typical budget of a Oravakonda weaver.

A. B. a weaver employed by Sadu Narappa of Orava~
konda in the Anantapur district has one loom. He
weaves 5 sarees of 5 yards each in a week and he is paid
Re 2 for this week. His wife does some sizing and pre-
paratory work for other weavers and earns about 8s 5
a month. So his annual family income comes to Rs 156.
He has one child aged 10 years.

The following is his family budget as given ;_by him
and his wife. '

His wife buys in the weekly market :—
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COommodity. Quantity. Eexpenditure.
Rice 23 m. m.? (9% Ibs.)  Rs 1-0-0
Cholam- 2 m. m. (6% 1bs.) 0-8-0
Dhal Seer (1% Ibs.) 0-3-0
Vegetables 6 seers (10 1bs.) 0-3-0
Tamerind and

other condiments ‘ 0-3-6

~ Kerosene 0-3-0
Cocoanut oil 0-1-0

Fuel _ 0-4-0
| Total ...2-9-6

Therefore they have a family consumption of 153 Ibs|
of cereals and 1% Ibs. of pulses per week. Assuming tha
the family is equivalent to 2} adults «for food consump
tion, we find that a ‘person in this family has a daily
allowance of 6% Ibs. of cereals and & % Ibs. of pulses pex
" week. : -'\\ : |
Annual expenditure. )

Dhoties 2 “Re 4~ 0-0
Upper cloths 2 2= 0-0

. Banians (shirts) 2 1-8-0
Sarees 3 8- 0-0
Bodices 3 0-12-0
‘Child’s clothing 1- 80

Total 17-12-0

1 m. m. denotes Madras measures.
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Travelling : 0- 80
Festivals 0- 80
Barbers 0-12-0
Dhobie 0- 80
Beedis’ ’ ' 3- 0-0
Toddy 3~ 00 8-490

Total ....26- 0-0

Annual weekly expenditure Rs 134-14-0

Grand total - 160-14-0
Annual income _ 156—O—Q
Deficit : 4-14-0

- This weaver does not get any meat or ghee even
once in a month and he cannot afford to get the workers’
luxury i. e. butter-milk. In the mornings at about 7 he

- and his wife eat a little cholam cooked the night -before
and kept in the rice-water wh'le the boy. is given a little
chilli powder. At 1 ». M. the dinner is served. This
dinner consists of only some cooked rice, a little cholam
cooked the night before, and brinjal curry in which not
enough chilli or tamerind is‘put. Then the supper which
is taken at T P. M. consists of the rice cooked for the
dinner and hot boiled cholam and: cold brinjal
curry. As we shall see elsewhere the quantity of vege-
tables, tamerind and chillies these weavers ‘get is not
enough for having a curry at every meal 'and so the
cereals are taken with only chilli powder. Now it is the
wife in this family as in other families of the same
economic conditions who has to be contented with cold

cerea.lls both at dinner and supper.. When I asked the
5
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wife of this worker whether her husband,.gives.her any
trouble about.food, she said smilingly that .he was. more
difficult to manage .than her little boy.

It should also be 6bserved that ghee and butter-milk
are necessary not only because they have much food
value but‘also becsuse it is almost impossible to take the

food of these weavers with any sort of satisfaction or
relish without them.

This worker owes his employer ®s 70 on which he

pays no interest. He borrowed s 50 for ‘his- marriage
and a.nother Rs 20 when his baby was born. "He finds it
so difficult to meet the needs of his family that it is im-
possible to clear.that debt and -be free from - the: ¢lutches
‘of the employer. Again he-enjoysia:-holiday.of .a menth
ina year.when all weaving operations -of /his. place -are
~stopped.and so; he has.somehow to -purtail .his, expendi-
.$ure upon;food and other things:.during; the rest:-of -.the
.year. Therefore. he is.scareely: in @ pesition tosave
-even. & Rupee to, buy his wife a festiveisaree.

The JSamily budget of Nellore Narappa of Dharmavaram
Anantapur, sttrzcl

Nellore Narappa: is. & Wa.ge .earner weaving silk
‘garees on his loom. He-weaves 3:sarees:cf’8 yards. -each
in & month:during the 7:slack months-and: 4 -sarees -per
‘month during the 5 busier months. He is paid Res:5-for
'weaving a saree and-8o he-earns:Rs 15 a -month during
-the; first period and Rs:20 during the second period. ‘His
wifeiis.engaged on preparatory . work for:shim .:and 8o
:there: are no :outside earnings. “Therefore hebas -an
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annual income of Rs 205 and this émployer: assures me

that he néver earned more than this suni in‘any year.

He .has two sons aged 12 and .8 years respectively

and so we eskimate the family to be equivalent to 3 adults

for food.consumption.

Accerding to the statements made by ‘the worker,
his wife-and his employer, the family bddget is as

follows.

His wife buys in the weekly market :—

Commodity. Weight. “9Money:spent.
Rice ~(4f m. m.} (1875 lba.) -iRs 1-8:0
Cholam i1, s (8% 1bs)) - Oesd0
Ragi 18 , 5 (562 ]1bs.) 0-6-0
-Dhal +1#peers (23 4bs.) 10240
i Meat ~..1seex (21bs) 040
. Chillies and other condiments 0-5-6
" Vegetables' (2 seers) 0-1-0
Sweets '0-1-0
Laator«oil 1020
Kerpsene - 0=3-0.
" Fuel 0-8-0
Potal ...t 8414-6
- Annual! Expenditare.
Dhoties 2 R4 400
+Bunions 4 *9-0-0 .
arees. 52 104040
Bodices -2 --4-0+0
Children’s clothip 200

- 1Pgtdl’ - ...

192~10:0

1 m.m deootes Madras Measures.

203
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Travelling? _ 0-8-0
Medicine® , 1-0=0
Festivals! 1-0-0
Subscriptions 080
Barbar 0-8-0
Dhobie 1-0-0
Tobacco » 2-4-0
Pansupari _ 6-0-0
Toddy 6-8-0
| 19- 40
Annual weekly expenditure Rs 203- 2-0 .
Grand total 236-14-0
Annual income : 205- 00
Deficit : 31-14-0

Each of these 3 adults gets a daily allowance of
10°48 oz. of rice, 2564 oz. of cholam, 428 oz. of ragi,
1'5 0z. of dhal and 1'15 oz. of meat ma.klhg a tota.l of
20 oz. of cereals, pulse and meat.

But the deficit shown above cannot actually ex1st as
the weaver cannot borrow from any one but his employer
who is not lending him any money now as the old loom
of Re 50 is still unliquidated. His employer says that
Narappa just manages to balance his budget. He says
that the quantities of rice and pulses as stated above is
what the weaver hopes to get rather than what he
actually gets and it is sure to be smaller than what is stated
above. But the expenditure upon ragi, cholam, pansu-
pari, toddy and tobacco is probably correctly stated as
they are considered to be absolute necessities.’ Rice is
still a luxury in Dharmavaram.

1 These items could have been avoided,
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Actually Narappa may spend only one rupee a week =
on rice and only 3 annas on pulses and he may no$ spend
anything at all on travelling, medicine and festivals, If
go,the family gets a daily allowance of only about 15 oz.
per adult per day. . ’

Narappa is unable to save anything to meet any
emergencies. He owes Re 50 to his employer on. which
he has however to pay no interest. He made this debt
because he had to spend #s 20 on milk when his second

son was born and s 30 when he fell ill.

His first son was in the local elementary school for
only two years, but the second one has never been sent
to school, because the father thought it would pay better
to send him early to an employer to learn the work.

Alampuru Rangappa of Karnool town is a wage
earner weaving sarees of 6 yardseach. He has two
looms and his wife also weaves. He produces € sarees a
month and his wife 5 sarees and he is paid one rupee per
sareee. His wife does the preparatory work for others
and earns 14 annas per day or Rs 2e1340 per month.
He therefore gets Rs 15-13-0 per month or Rs 189-12-0
per annum. '

He has a daughter of 12 years. So there are eqﬁi—
valent of two and half adults in his family for food con-

sumption.

His wife buys monthly :—
52 ‘
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Commodity." -~ 'Wieight: -“Expenditure.
Rice 9T Tbs. . Rs 300
Cholm * 8%, £0-0
Meat and fish 10% ,, { 1-0-0
Gheeand gingelly A%, .+ 0=12-0
Qondiments-and,spiees : ; 1-0-0- -
Kerogene - - 040
Fuel ' ‘ 100

Total'monthly expenditare. ... L 11420
Rs 135 per annum

ﬂﬁnual Expenditure.

8 Dhoties Bs 4-8-0
1 Upper cloth 200
- 3 Sarees -+ 9g-0-
; 4-Bodices. 1-Q-0
- . Festival clothing 6-0-0
S T u'lebal olobhing: ... v B8x238-0
.Beedis : 12-0-0 :
Toddy | 12-0-0
- Travelling 2-0-0
Febtivals 80
- < Subsériptious: . 04820
-Barber 2-0-0
Soapnuts ' 1-0-0
-Total miscéllaneous expendipure - 82~0-0
Total annual expenditure ..189-8-0
Total annual income 189-12-0

Estimated surplos - ' . 040
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* 7 Rafigappawayw thabhe islosing s 1124 yean apd
-that:he made: Be:TQdebtuin. he:last fijve yeays+ Hig.wife
-aasuzess mer :thatihers busband, spends; ab vleash Bs.2a
month ewdoddy,:Ihao the.fignre.don.toddy- wop)d e
+Rai 24 .and -would anake:the, budges whawihe: naces-

sary -deficit... ‘He=oame sawayt frona. . Alampore dn stbe
Mahrattah country to Karnool some six years ago,
because he was unable to’ c}ea.r’ﬂfrhe -dektss he confracted
there, ‘

‘- 'Dhisfamily gets a dailysallowance of 1725 oz, .of
ceréalgy:0°5 oz. of dhal, 2'3¢qz. of meat and ﬁsh{prsld
0'33-cz.jof ghee and ggngekly per adult, ma.kmg 8, §9§a.l
-of 20:38j0z. of solid food.

. Mpsj of the weavers in the Kar'nool gentre- ame ot
as mell off as Ranganna. It is very rarely that 3 women
in the weavers’ families are unable to weave. However
hard working a weaver may be, he cannot prbduce Tiore
thand2isarees asmonth-hy himself and.aghe will get less
than-this weaver who, with his wife, weaves 13 sarees.

Most of the weavers moreoxerzhavesfoimaiptain bigger
families.

Ranganna lives in his employer s house free of rent.
" He pays no interest-on Fis debt as his employer likes to

advance hlm.nmu.eyfm keep him tied to his, byginess.

Gorangla _11 _ma,yya. of Buddayapalle, nea.r‘ ;’{odda.tur
in Cuddapakh D;s‘qgt, is Mungani worker in the employ-
ment of Mi, Nagugayya, a Proddatar ca,glta‘lu;sce ployer.
He produces.in a month 10 sarees with the ' assistance of
* bis-father and is paid at ReiJ.peripair of sarees. So



208 THE HANDLOOM WEAVING INDUSTRY.

he gets Rs 15 per month from weaving. His wife,
sister and mother earn Rs 8-12-0 per month by prepar-
ing 56 warps at 5 annas per pair and another Rs 2-12-0
by doing the preparatory work. So'.the family income
“is Re 26-8-0 per month or Rs 318 per annum. There
are no children and the family consists of 5.adults.

His wife buys monthly :—

Commodity. - Weight, Expenditure.
Rice ’ 36%. 1bs. Rs 4-0-0

* Cholam" - 106 5, : 8-0-0
Dhal ' 83 1-0-0 .
Meat and fish 33 - 1-0-0
Condiments and spices ' 1-8-0
Kerosene and matches 0-12-0
Fuel 100
Other oils . 040

N ——

‘Total monthly expenditure ... 17-8-0

Re 210 per annum.
d Annual Expenditure.

, Brought over Rs 210—0—0
4 Dhoties ' Rs 8—0—0

- 8 Upper oloths A 4—-0—0 :
4 Shirts ' " 6—0—0
~3Sarees - 40—0—0

112 Bodices o - 5—0—0

Total clothing ... 63—O0- _(]-
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Beedis 12—-0—0
-~ Toddy 12—0—0
Pansupari ' 6—0—0
Travelling 2—0—0
Festivals 3—0—-0
Barber ' 1—0—0
Washerman 2—0—0
Earthen vessels 1—8—0
Soapnuts 1—0—0
Cosmetics 1—0—0
Total miscellaneous expenditure 41-8—0
. Total annual expenditure  814—8—0
Total annual income 318—0—0
Estimated surplus income 3—8—0

Mr. Ramayya says he is not able to save. anything
but that he does not find it difficult to balance his budget.
He has a debt of Re 150, which was advanced to him by
his employer free of interest, to secure his services for .
himself. His women have jewels worth ®s 100 and his
houses are worth Rs 800. His women do not go to work
on fields unlike those of humbler weavers who work
when the harvest is in full swing.

Each person in this family gets a daily allowance of
1641¢ oz. about 15% oz. of cereals, 1 oz. of dhal, % oz. of
meat and fish, making a total 164 oz. of solid food, in
addition to a few vegetables which théy get free from the
ryots.

" "Phis family gets a daily allowance per adult of 153

oz of cereals, 0°95 oz. of dhal, 0'38 oz. of meat and fish,
53 ‘
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making a total of 16'63 ‘oz. in addition to a few .vege-
tables which he' géts-fiee from ryots. Ramayys: sonsi-
ders that he could spend Bs 2 more per month: upon
cereals with benefitif he had the money to do so..- -

‘Most of the weavers of the Proddatur and Jammala-
madugu centres arerural workers. Most of the hundred
weavers interviewed in this centre complained that they
were not able to buy as much cereal food as they -would
like to. They consider that they can make a-good .meal
if they can each get 3/16 Madras measure of rice or
cholam.~ 'According to this' standard of ‘consumption;- one
should have 187 lbs. of cereals for three meals or 1'25
1bs, for two meals, Most weavers agree that it is impos-
‘ sible a.nd also unnecessary to have three meals of 3/16
Madras measures of rice each and’ that one would be
satisfied with two such meals a day. - But they: consider
a rationing of 9/16, 3/16 2/16 Madras '‘measure: of rice
(231/8 0. in all) for the motning; midday'and night meal.
respectivély will'be most-reasonable. It is possible :for a
weaver to feel lazy ‘to ‘work’ if fed like- this, but teh
weaveérs Took upon this standard -as“their' ideal which:
they hope to reach when their incomes permit to do so.

Selambu Top_pa, Naidu of Ekambrakuppani in the
Chittor District is an‘indépenent weaver. He'  has -two
looins ‘worked by him and his son from +3 P. M. to'7 P. M.
and by two coolies from 8 A.'M. to '3 P. M. - Father and
soli produce 40 sarées ‘and ‘the coolies *50 sarees per
month. Naidu gets a profit of 3 annas per saree, after
paying 5 annas per saree to his coolies. So he makes
Rs 26—4—0 upon 40 sarees, which he and his son pro-
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duce and 9—6--0, upon 50 sarees ;produced Dby his
workers. He gets thns a fawily income of Rs 35—10—0
per month or Rs, 427—8—0 per annum.

Naidu has a grown up son, a daugh'rer-m—la.w, his wife
and a son of 12 years of age to support. His YOunget
son is learnlng the weaving from an emplover, who feeds

him free. So there are four adults in this fa,mlly to be
fed.

His wife buys,monthly — .
Commodity. . Weight. Ex'pf,:diif{urg.

Rice - 64% lbs. Re T- 0-0
" Ragi, 105 ,, 7- 0-0
.Dha} - 6% ,, - 0—12—0,' _
Mest and fish  13% ,, : Q- 0-Q: -
Ghee and gingelly 12 ,, 1- 80
Vegetables 53} ,, 1- 0-0
Condiments and spices i 1- 40
Kerosene -1-.0-0 .
Other oils- 0- 40
Total monthly expenditure ... 21-12-0

Re 261 per annum
ﬂnnual Expendzlure.
Dhoties and upper cloths  #s 28-0-0

6 Sarees 30-0-0
Bodices. . ' 9-0-0
~ Younger-son’s clothing- - 12-0-0.

Total clothing o 72-0-0
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Interest on debts - - 12-0-0
Tobacco =~~~ 12-0-0
Papsupari ‘ ' 6-0-0
Toddy 24-0-0
Travelling 2-0-0
Medicine 1-0-0
Festivals 2-0-0
Barber 2-0-0
Washerman 4-0-0
Earthen vessels 1-0-0
Soapnuts 1-0-0
Cosmetics 7 1-0-0
Total miscellaneous expenditure 68-0-0
Total annual expenditure 401-0-0
Total annual income . 427-80
Estimated surplus 26-8-0

Naidu says that weavers belonging to the Kaikalan
Caste give up work from the firsi of the Tai month of
the Tamilian Calender for 30 or 45 days until an auspi-
cious day comes and that therefore his supposed surplus
does not exist as he can earn only for 11 months in the
year but has to spend for 12 months. He has not been
able to clear his debt of ®s 100 contracted when his son
was married some six years ago. Naidu weaves his own
cloths and has to spend money on yarn. That is why
his clothing budget came to only Rs 72 though he has
5 people to clothe. :

This family gets a daily allowance per adult of 22'55
oz. of cereals, 0:88 oz. of dhal, 1'77 oz. of meat and fishs
and 1'6 oz. of ghee and gingelly, making & total of 26'80
oz. in addition to 7'11 oz. of vegetables.
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The Kaikalans who are ‘Tamilian immigrants are
bigger men and larger eaters than the Telugu weavers of
the same distriet. This fact 1is significant,; particularly
when considered along with the fact that Telugn immig-
rants in Tamil districts are also bigger men .than the
neighbouring Tamils. The explanation doubtless is that
the immigrants are, ipso fucte, picked men.

Sattela, Venkata Subbayya of Venkatagiri in Nellore
District, has two looms, on which he produces kiles-
He is a wage-earner and his two sons work upon the
looms, while he looks after all the other arrangements
in the work. He is paid one rupee per piece for wea-
ving, and four annas for sizing it. His sons produce 24
pieces per month and so he gets s 30. from .this work.
Then yarn worth Ke 10 is saved from whas is given by
the employer and so he has an income of #s 40 per
month or Rs 480 per annum.

He has two sons, a daughter, wife and mother and
so there are 6 adults in this family to feed.

His wife buys monthly :—

Commodity. Weight. Expenditure.
Rice 192% |bs. ' Rs 21- 0-0
Dh&l 8‘3 2 1— O 0
Meat and fish 5 1- 8-0 .
Ghee and gingelly 3% » : 0- 80 -
Vegetables . 53% ,, : 1-0-0

- Condiments and splces 1- 80
‘Kerosene and matches 0-12-0
Fuel 1-.0-0
Total monthly expenditure 28~ 4-0

‘Re 839 per annum
54
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Annual Expenditure.

. Brought 6vér Rs 339-0-0
12 Dhoties » :

: - 36-0-0 ‘
12 Upper cloths co 12-0-0
I0 Sarees 35-0-0
8 Bodices 2-8-0
Total clothing ' 85-8-0
Interest on debt 12-0-0 ‘
Beedis 24-0-0 -
Toddy 12-0-0
Travelling 1-0-0
Medicine 1-0-0
Festivals ' 5-0-0
Barber - ' 3-0-0
Washerman 3-0-0
Earthen vessels 0-8-0
Soapnut 0-8-0
‘Cosmetics . . 0-12-0
Total miscellareous expenditure 62-12-0
Total ancual’expenditure 487- 0-0
Total annual income 480- 0-0
Estimated deficit - 4-0

~ 8. V. Subbayya adiits that he and his sons used to
spend about #s 3 per month upon toddy before 1920:
when the Gandhi movement against drink swept over the
Andhra country and that his Rs 100 debt is due to that
inordinate expenditure. His expenditure upon toddy has
been diminishcd as he has to drink it stealthily since his
community is opposed to drink. Yet he says he is not
able to pay even the interest.
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This family gets a daily allowance per adult of 17 oz.
of rice, 0'8 oz. of dhal, 0°5 oz. of meat and fish and 033
oz. of ghee and gingelly making a total of 1863 oz. in
addition to 4'74 oz. of brinjals. Subbayya says that the
men in his family get only two meals and the women
one fairly good meal and an insufficient night meal per

day. They all look ill-fed.

He gets his Dhuppatis and shirts which cost
about Rs 8 per year, from the yarn saved.

Most of the weavers in Kalahasti and Venkatagiri,
who are engaged in manufacturing kiles, are worse off if
there are any children in their families. In manufactur-
ing kiles, a family with two or more looms can maintain
a better standard of living than a family with one loom*

Seshayya, a weaver of Venkatagiri who has only one
loom fares worse tbhan Subayya.

P. Veeranna is a wage-earning weaver of Vetapalem
of Guntur District and he produces 16 pieces of kiles of
12 yards each on his loom in a month. He is assisted in
his work by his brother. He is paid Rs 2-12-0 per
two pieces and so he gets \Rs 92 per month- or Ks 264
per annum. ' B

He has a child of seven years, a brother and wife
in his family making the equivalent of 3% adults for food

consumption.

He spends as follows :—
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Commodity. Weight. Expenditure
Rice "1i9% _lb's. Rs 13- 0-0
Dhal 23 0- 40
Meat and fish 13 ., 0- 8-0
Ghee and gingelly 21 0-12-0
Condiments and spices 1- 2-0
Butter-milk 0~ 7-6
Sweets 0- 4-0
Kerosene and matches 0-12-0
Other oils 0- 40
Fuel 0-12-0

Total monthly expenditure 18- 1-6

Rs 217-2-0 per annum

Annuézl'Expendit&re

8 Dhoties

4 Upper cloths

9 Shirts
3 Sarees’
6 Bodices

Tobacco
Travelling
Medicine
Festivals

Subscriptions

Barber
‘Washerman
Cosmetics

Br ought over Rs 217—0—0
Rs 1200
. 6—0—0
3—0—0
12—-0=0
3—0—-0

Total clothing 36—0—0
9—0—0
2-0—0
1—0—0
4—0—0
1—-8-0
1—-8-0-
3—0—0
0—8—0
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Soapnuts ' 1—0—0
Earthen vessels 1—0—0
House repairs and taxes 2—0—0
Total miscellaneus expenditure 26—8-—-0
Total annual expenditure 279—6—0
Total annual income 264—0—0
Estimated deficit 16—2-—0

His employer assures me that Veeranna has no
debts and that he manages to balance his budget, but
that he cannot produce any more pieces of kiles than
what he does now. Veeranna, when questioned how he
met this deficit, admitted that he spends about one rupee
less on cereals than he said he does and that he may not
pay subscriptions and the doctor. So he manages to
balance his budget. '

This family gets a daily allowance per adult of
nearly 19 oz. of rice according to his first statement, and
16°76 oz. of rice according to the more correct second
statement, about 033 oz. of dhal, 025 oz. of meat and
fish and 0’5 oz. of ghee and gingelly, making a total of
about 17'84 oz. according to his revised statement.

Almost all the wage-earniug weavers of Perala and
Vetapalem, who depend only on one loom, consume
much less cereal and other food than this weaver. But
the family of B. Veerayya of Vetapalem, which consists
of the same number of people, spends s 15 upon rice as
against Re 12 and consumes about 21 oz. per head per

day of cereal food.
55
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Pancﬁala Venkataswami of Pedana in Krishna District.

Venkataswami works on kiles as a wage-earner.
He weaves 3% pieces of 27 yards each in a month and
is paid Rs 4-8-0 per piece. His wife helps him with
the preparatory work. There are no supplementary
earnings. So the family has a total annual income of

Re 189-0-0. There are no children or dependents other
than his wife.

His budget as stated by him, his wife and the mer-
chant with whom he always deals, is given below.

 His wife buys weekly :—

Commodity. Quantity. Expenditure.
Rice ‘ 413 m. m.1(6'04) Rs 1-12-0
Dhal 4 seer (1'85 1bs.) 0- 2-0
Vegetables (brinjals) 4 seers 0- 20
Tamerind and other condiments . 0-3-0
Butter-milk 0- 30
Preserved chutnies 0- 1-0
Kerosene oil 0- 2-0
Cocoanut oil 0- 1-0
Fuel 0~ 40

Total ... 2-14-0

That is, an annual expenditure of &s 149-8-0. They
have a daily allowance of 18'3 oz. per -head of cereals
and 21 oz. of dhal, making a total of 204 oz. in addition
to 7°62 oz. of brinjals per head per day. '

1 m m. denotes Madras measures.
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" Annual Expenditu-e.
Brought over Rs 149-8-0

2 Dhoties s 6-0-0
2 Upper cloths 5-0-0
2 Shirts 30-0
3 Sarees 12-0-0
'4 Bodices 3-0-0
Total clothing ... 29-0-0
Festivals ' ' 3 0-0
Subscriptions 0-12-0
Barber 1- 80
Dhobie . 8- 00
| 8-4-0
186-8-0
Annual income _189-0-0
Surplus 2-8-

The weaver owes his employer Rs 100 and he has
to pay interest at 12 per cent but he is not able to save
enough even to pay the interest. He has inherited this
debt from his father who was obliged to incur a debt of
Rs 600 to support his family.

Most weavers can earn as much as this worker, but
most of them are worse off, as they have to support
larger families.

D. Mautyalu of Pentapadu in the West Godavarl
District is an independent weaver. Though he can
weave about 240 yards of dhoties, he produces only 120
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yards as there is no demand for his cloth. He makes
Rs 5 per month at 4 annas per 6 yards. He and his
wife go to work on the fields whenever they find work
and they are then paid 4 annas each per day and so they
earn on the whoie Rs 7-8-0 per month through such
work. Therefore their total earnings come to Rs 12-8-0
per month or Rs 150 per annum. Mutyalu has no
house of his own and is living in the house given free
by the ryot for whom he works.

He has three children of 1, 3 and 5 years of age and
considering these children as equivalent to half an adult
person, we get a family equivalent to 23 adults for food
consumption.

His wife buys every month :—

Commodity. - Weight. Expenditure.
Sollu 31 1bs. Rs 2- 0-0
Rice 45% ,, . - B5— 0N
Dhal 4% ,, 0- 8-0
Meat and fish 4% ,, ~0-8-0
Ghee and gingelly 63 ,, ' - 0-12-0
Vegetables . 26% ,, o 0- 8-0
Condiments and :

spices 0-12-0
Kerosene and matches 0- 8-0
Total monthly expenditure . 10- 80

» 1 e Rs 126 per annum.
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Annual Expenditure.
Brought over Bs 126- 0-0

4 Dhoties Rs 5-0-0

3 Upper cloths 180

4 Sarees 10-0-0

Children’s clothing . 2-0-0

Total clothing ' 18- 8-0

Tobacco and Pansupari Re 10-0-0

Barber v 0-8-0

Soapnuts 0-8-0

Earthen vessels 0-4-0
Total miscellaneous expenditure 11- 4-0
Total annual expenditure ‘ 155-12-0°
“Total annual income 150~ 0-0
Estimated deficit 5-12-0

By economising on clothing, Mutyalu manages to
balance his budget. But he felt shy of giving his ex-
penditure upon drink. There is no doubt that he spends
at least one rupee a month on toddy and this he gets by
spending less on food, especially on rice. So probably
his family gets only 862 Ibs. of ‘rice per month.. This
family gets a daily allowance per adult of 7°82 oz. of rice
6'4 oz. of sollu or 1422 oz. of cereals, 0°950z. of dhal,
0'95 oz. of meat and fish, 0'T oz. of ghee and gingelly,
making a total of 16:82 oz, in addition to 57 oz. of brin-
jals. Mutyalu gets only two meals a day, his wife one
and a half mea), while their children eat more than half
of what Mutyalu eats. All of them look very ill-nou-
rished and dispirited and they declare that they get up
hungry in the morning and go to bed hungry at night.

[



299" THE HANDLOOM WEAVING'INDUSTRY, *

Most of the weavers in the Pentapadu centre are in
the sameé miserable economic condition. Their standard
of living is being gradually lowered and thev are: losing
all hope of the future.

(10) Tadichetti Kotayyais a wage-earner of Velpuruin
the West Godavari District and he has two looms, work- -
ed by his brother and himself. He is helped now and
then by his father, who is too old to work continuously.
They prepare 63 pieces of head rumals of 36 yards each.
They are paid Xs 7-8-0 per piece but have to spend 6
annas upon congee and oil, one rupee on warping and
four annas on preparatory workand so they are left with
Rs 5-14 0 per piece as remuneration for weaving.
Kotayya’s mother and' wife earn Rs 2 per month by
working on the preparatory work. So the total monthly
earnings of his family come to Rs 40-3-0 which is equal
to an ‘apnual income of Rs 482-4-).

Kotayya has his father, brother, wife and mother
and two children of 8 and 12 in his family, making the
equivalent of 6 adults for food consumption.

His wife buys the following things every month.

Commodity. Weight. Morey spent.
Rice 165 1bs. Rs 18- 0-?
- Dhal 8.14 oz. 1- 0-0
Meat &:ifish 45 ,, 1- 00
"Ghee and gingelly 35 ,, 1- 8-0
Vegetables : 63% ,, ' 0- 6-0
Condiments .& spices 1- 4-0
Butter milk 1- 0-0
Sweets 0- 80
Kerosene & matches 0-12-0
Other oils 0—- 4-0
Fuel : - 8-0

Total month]y expenditure Rs 27-12-0
Rs 333—0-0 per annum.
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-Annual Expenditure.
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Brought over Re 333—O~0

12 Dhoties : Rs 18-0-0
8 Shirts 12-0-0
6 Sarees 18-0-0
8 Bodices 8300
- Children's clothing 5-0-0
Total closhing ' 56—0—0
Tobacco & opium Rs 12- 0-0 '
Travelling 2- 00
Festivals : 6- 0-0
Subscriptions | 1- 0-0
Barber . 2~ 0-0
Washerman - . 8- 0-0
Soapnuts ‘ 1- 0-0
Earthen vessels 0- 80
House repairs 5- 0-0
' . 32—8—0
Annual total income 482—4—0
- Annual total expenditure 421—8—0
Surplus income 60-12—0

This family geis a daily allowance per adult of
1466 oz. of rice, 0'3 oz. of dhal, 04 oz. of meat and fish,
0°3 oz. ghee and gingelly, making a total of 16'16 o0z. in
‘addition to 4' 74 oz. of brinjals. :

Kotayya is not able to save actually more than Rs 30
a year and so the rest of the expected savings may be
spent upon clothing and miscellaneous things.
his expenditure only upon dhoties but when asked how

He gave
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much he spent upon his upper cloths, he could not give
any clear idea sence the .expenditure is incurred irregu-
larly through out the year, but said that he must be
spending af. least Rs 12 on them. Almost all the weavers«
of the Palakol Centre are unwilling to state their expen-
diture upon drink as they are all conscious of the social
stigma attached to drink but there is no doubt that they
do drink and spend almost as much on toddy as ou
tobacco. Kotayya's father will probably spend another
#s 6 upon opium and so, clothing, drink and opium put
together may swallow up the stated surplus to the extent
of Re 30-12-0 per angum.

Kotayya has a small house worth about Rs 350. He
has no debts and he spent all his savings amounting to
Rs 550, which he saved daring the boom of 1919—20,
upon his brother’s marriage.

(11) Billa Gangaraju of Jaggannapettah in the East
Godavari District, is an independent weaver. He pro-
duces 90 yards of sarees of 107s and gets #s2—12— per
piece of .30 yards during six months and s 3-8-0 during
the rest of the year. So he has an average monthly
income of Rs 10-8-0 and including Rs 1-8-0 which his wife
earns by her work on preparatory processes, his annual
income will amonnt to Rs 144.

He has a son of ten years and a baby which is only a
few months old. Counting his son as half a person for
food consumption, we have the equivalent of 23 adults in
this family. ’

.. His wife buys monthly. the following things:— |
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Commodity. ~ Weight. ~ Expenditure.
Rice 64% 1bs. Rs T7- 0-0
Dhal 47 oz 0- 8-0

 Meat & fish 35, 0-12-0
Ghee & gingelly 311 0-12-0
Vegetables 20 lbs. 0- 8-0
Condiments & spices 0-10-0
Kerosene & matches 0- 80
Other oils 0- 2-0
Fuel 0-10-0

Total monbhly expenditure Re 11-6-0
Rs 136—8—0 per annum.
Annual Expenditure.
Brought forward Rs 136-8-0
4 Dhoties Rs 6-0-0
1 Upper cloth 1-8-0
Dhuppati -2-0-0-
3 Sarees . 8-0-0
4 Bodices 1-8-0
' 4 "Potal clothing Rs 19—0—0
Interest on debts Rs 36-0-0
Tobacco. 6-0-0
Travelling 1-0-0
. Festivals 1-0-0
Barber 1-8-0
Washerman 2-0-0
Soapnuts 1-0-0
House repairs —8—0
' . Rs 50—-0-0,
Total annual expenditare 205—8—0
Total annual income 144—0—0
Supposed annual deficit 61—8—0

(]
3
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This family gets a daily allowance per adult of
137 oz. of rice, 0°9 oz. of dhal, 0'T oz. of meet and fish,
and 06 oz. of ghee and gingelly, making a total of 15'9 oz.
in addition to 4'26 oz. of brinjals. Gangaraju complains
bitterly that he is very often unable to get even two
meals.a day. He looks verk weak and hungry. His wife
has scarcely strength enough to give milk to the baby
which has all the marks of ill-nourishment.

Gangaraju has not been paying the 8 per cent interest
on his debt of &s 300. He borrowed Rs 200 to buy his
house and Rs 100 more to meet his family expenses.
Even when the interest is not paid, his present standard
of living leads him to an annual deficit of Rs 24. He fears
that he has to cutout dhal, meat, fish and ghee and
gingelly which are the only valuable things his family
consumes, to balance his budget, if things were to conti-
nue to be as bad as they are at present. Meanwhile his
debt will be accumulating with compound interest. His
is only a typical case of that of most independent weavers
many wage-earners of Jaggannapettah.

(12) K. Veerabhadrayya is a wage-earning weaver of
Mori in .the Xast Godavari District. He has two
looms, worked by his wife and himself. He produces 3
pieces of sarees of 150s per month and is paid Re 5 per
piece of 40 yards. His wife produces 3 pieces of sarees of
80s and earns Rs 9 per month. In addition she earns also
Rs 12 during the marriage season. So he has a monthly
income of s 25 or &s 300 per annum. His mother does
the preparatory work for his two looms.

He has two children of 5 and 9.ycars, his mothér'
and his wife in his family, making the equivalent. of 3%
adults for food consumption.

His wife buys monthly the following things:—
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Commodity. Weight. Money expended.
Rice 82% 1bs. Rs 9- 0-0
Dhal 4 7 oz. 0- 8-0
Meat & fish 42 ,, 1- 0-v
Ghee & gingelly 1'10,, 0- 8-0
Vegetables 40 0-12-0
Condiments & spices "1- 0-0
Buttur milk 0- 7-6
Sweets - 0- 4-0
Kerosene & ma.nches 0-10-0
Fuel 1- 0-0

Total mouthly expenditure s 15—1—6 v
s 181—2—0 per annum.

Annual Expenditure. _ :
"~ Brought.over Rs 181-2-0"

4 Dhoties : Rs 6-0-0
2 Upper cloths . 2-0-0
2 Dhupatis 3-0-0
3 Shirts 4-0-0
6 Sarees 22-0-0
8 Bodices _ 2-8-0
Children’s clothing 5-0-0
Total clothmg Rs 44-8-0
"Tobaceco & opium Bs 30-0-0
Travelling . 2-0-0
Medicine 1-0-0
Festivals ' - B-0-0.
Subscriptions 3-0-0
Barber. 2-C-0
Washerman : 4-0-0
Cosmetics : 1-0-0
‘Soapnuts , 1-8-0
Earthen vessels 1-0-0.
House rent C 12-0-0

Rs 63-8-0.
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Total annual expenditure Rs 289- 2-0
Total annual income 300~ 0-0

‘Estimated surplus income per annum Rs 10-14-0

Veerabhadrayya earns about 6 annas per month by
fixing the warps upon the looms of other people and so -
he has an expected surplus of Rs 15-6-0 altogether but
he spends about R&s 6 upon toddy and other luxuries.
He has no debt and he manages to balance his budget,
because his wife is also a weaver. Most other weavers
of this place are unable to maintain such a standard of
living and balance,their budget. He finds it better
to pay rent rather than buy a house which would cost
at least Re 200 which must be borrowed at 18 per cent.
All the members of his family look well fed and suffici-
ently clothed.

This family gets a daily allowance per adult of 176
oz. of rice, 0'94 oz. of dhal, 0’88 oz. of mat and fish and
0°34 oz. of ghee and gingelly, making a total of 19°76 oz.
in addition to 8'563 oz. of brinjals.

(18) itamakrishna Senapati of Santabommali, a
village in the Ganjam District is an independent weaver.
He has two looms, worked by his twosons and occasioually
by himself and he produces on them sarees of 11s.

He has about eight acres of land, half of which is
irrigated He does all the work needed on his land,
with the help of his family. He weaves only 5 sarees
of 6 yards each per month during 5 months and 30 sarees
per month during the rest of the year when there is no
work on the fields. He weaves therefore 20 sarees a
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month on the'avérage per ldom and produces 40 sarees
on his two looms. After all the expenses are deducted
he can realise Rs 11-4-0 per 20 sarees as his remunera-
tion for weaving and so he gets Rs 22-8-0 per month on
his two looms. But he gets Rs 327 as revenue from his
lands per anuum. So he has an annual income of Rs 591.

He has i in his family two sons, two daughters-in-law,
a grand daughter of 10 years of age and his own wife
making the equlva.lent of 6% adults “for food consumption.

He buys monthly :— ,
Commodity. Weight. Expenditure.

Sollu 90 Ibs. Rs 6- 0-0
Rice o 110, 12- 0-0
Dhal .- 88 . 1- 0-0
Meat & fish 365 4-.0-0
Ghee & gingelly 10 ,, 1- 80
Vegetables - - - 53% ,, 1- 0-0
Condiments & spices * 1-10-0
Butter-milk 1- 8-0
Sweets , 1- 40
Kerosene & matches : 1- 0-0
Fuel ‘ ] ) . 2- 0-0

Total monthly expendlhure Re 32-14-0
Re 394-8-0 pér annum,

Annual Expenditure.
Brought over; Rs 394-8-0

12 Dhoties = - : s 22-0-0
10 Upper cloths _'10-0-0 . .
6 Shirts 6-0-0
6 Sarees N 12-0-0
' Festival clothing o 6-0-0
Total clothing - ' 56-0-0

A8
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Tobacco ' Res. 36-0-0-
Toddy - 12200

Medicine - : . 5-0-0
" Festivals » 8-0-0
Subscriptions 2-0-0
Barber : 1-4-0
Washerman 6-0-0
Cosmetics ‘ 1-0-0
Soapuuts 2-0-0
Earthen vessels 1-0-0
Travelling . 6-0 0
House repairs - o 6-9-0

Total mniscellaneous expenditure Rs £6—4-0

~ Total annual expenditure 536-12-0

Total annual income ‘ 691~ 0-0.

Estuna.ted surplus. Rs 54—4—0

The expected surplus should be about its 78-4-0
as he ‘does not actually incur any expense upon fuel
which is gathered from his own fields. The butter-milk
and curd which his family consumes should cost at least
Re 3 b month, but as he feeds his she-buffaloes with his.
own straw, he needs spend only s 1—8—") & month out
of his pocket.. These.people hesitate to tell how much
money they really speqd upon .drink and Ramakrishna
_Senapati says he can save only ks 50 a year. So he
‘may probably be spendmu Re 28—4 0 more on tobamco
opium a.nd toddy =

This family gets a daily allowance. per a.dult of 164
oz, of cer reals, 0°72 oz. of dhal, 29 oz. of meat and ‘fish
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and 0°82 oz. of ghee and gingelly, making a total of 20-44
oz. in addition to 22 oz. of briisjals. It is because these
people consume sollu and rice inalmost equal .rafio that
“they get such a big allowace of cereals per day. In spite
of this, Senapati: complains that his ‘family could con-
sume more cereals, if he could afford it.

Most of the weavers in the villages of Ganjam Dist-
rict who have sdme lands are as well off as Ramakrishna
Senapati and most of those Wwho'have no lands are nearly

- as fortunate as Senapati, because they all consume a
good quantity of sollu, a cheaper cereal ihan rice. One
special peculiarity of the Ganjam and Vizagapatam wea-
vers is that they consame a large quantity -of fish and
smoke most heavil_y. o

(14) Narayana Swami Ayyar is erxiployed by
A.Veerayya. He belongsto Conjeevaram in the Chinglepet
District. He is living in 4 room rented in the house of
his employer and works in the same house. '/Hie produces
27} yards of silk rumals and is paid 8 annas per yard.
His wife is unable to earn anything as her two sons need
all her attention. So Ayyar has a monthly income of
Re 13—12. -0 that is, Rs 165 per arpum.

_. He has two sons of 5 and 2 years of age. So there
“are-in his family the equivalents of two and h'a.}f ‘adults
-for food consnmption. ’

His wife buys the following things in a month :—



232 THE HANDLOOM WEAVING INDUSTRY.

Commodity. Weight. Money spent.
Rice 663 Ibs. - Re 800 - Per
Dhal 2'3 oz. : 04-0 annum.
Vegetables 20 lbs 0-6-0
Condiments & spices 0-8-0
Sweets 0-4-0
Kerosene & matches 0-2-6
Fuel ’ 0-7-6
Total monthly expenditure s 10-0-0
. Rs 120—-0—0
Annual Expenditure.
2 Dhoties Bs 3-0-0
1 Shirts 1-0-0
2 Sarees 10-0-0
4 Dhoties . , 1-8-0 -

. ‘ .Total clothing Rs 15-8-0
Tobacco and Pansupari.  3-0-0

Toddy = . . 6-0-0

Festivals 1-8-0

Barber 0-12-0

" Cosmetics ' 0-4-0

‘Soapnuts - . 0-4-0

House rent . . 12-0-0
D S . 23-12-0
Total annual expenditure Re -169—4-0
Total annual income . 165- 0-0

Estimated surplus - - 5-12-0
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'This family gets a daily allowance per adult of
14'22 o0z. of rice, 0'46 oz  of dhal, making a total of.
1468 oz. in addition to 427 oz. of brinjals.

Ayyar looks ill fed and his wife still worse: ‘Che
two children together are given more food than either
of the parents gets. Ayyar compla..ins that unless he gets
a few drops of toddy, he cannot go on working when
there is no sufficient food.

The demands of his children for food and sweets are
so pressing that he spends ‘every pie he can save upon
them. So he is leff with no surplus income at all.

Most of the wage-earning weavers of this city are
almost in the same pitiable condition and there is a consi-
derable nuinber of such weavers here.

(14) Perumal Chittiar is a petty employer of Salem,
inthe Salem District. He has ten ]doms in his workshop,
eight of which are worked by his employees and the rest
_ by his two sous. He is able to realise 6 annas per saree,
and so his two sons earn £s 18 by producing 48 sarees in
o month. He makes about 2 annas profit upon each of
the 208 sarees woven by his employees who are paid only
4 annas per saree. And so his earnings as an employer
" amount to its 26 per month. The three women in his
family prepare the hanks and do other preparatory work
and earn Rs 13-0-0 per mouth. He has lent Re 1200
‘at 15 per cent and so he. gets R 15) per aunum
as interest. He, gets thus Rs 69—8 —0 per month or

Rs 834 per annpm.
59
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_ He has in his family threesons, one daughter-in-law,
a daughter a wife and twogrand-children of 10 and 8years

of age who are equvalent to 8% adults for food consump-
tion.

‘He buys moothly—

Comnmodity. Weight. Ezxperditure.

Rice - 2962'1bs. Rts 34— 0-1 Per
- Dhal 17 ,, 2-0-0 annum,

.Ghee and gingelly 53 ,, 2- 8-0
Meat & fish 8% ., 2- 0-0-
Vegetables - 53¢, 1- 0-0°
Condiments & spices . 92-80
Butter milk 1-12-0
Sweets 0- 80
Kerosene & matches 1- 0-0
Other oils ' 0- 80
Fuel. o 2- 8-0

e ——— et

Total monthly eixpendilnn'e Rs 50-4-0 -
. Rs 603—0-0

Annual Expenditure.

18 Dboties Rs 36-0-0
6 Upper: cloths : 6 0-0
Dhuppatis 5-0-0

8 Shirts - 10-0-0
9 Sarees 45-0-0
16 Bodices- - 640-0
- Children's clothing 10-0-0

S at———

Total cIot-ﬁing . 11800
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- Tobaceo & pansupari Ra 24— 0-0

Toddy . 247 00
Travelling . 10- 00
Medicine 4-'0-0
Festivals 7- 0-0
Subscriptions 2-.0-0.
Barber 6- 0-0
Washerman 10- 0-0
Soapnuts: 1- 80
Cosmetics 1- 00
Earthen vessels 1- 80
Houge repairs & taxes 20— 0-0
, 11 -0-0
Annual total expenditure 832—0-Q
Total annual income . 834—0-0
Estimated Surplus - 200

Perumal Chettiar says that he cannot save anything.

This family gets per adult a daily allowance of
14°22 oz. of rice, 112 oz. of dhal, v 35 oz, of ghee a.nd
gibgelly and 0'56 oz, of meet a,nd ﬁsh making & total of _
16°25 oz. in addition to 3'35 oz. of brln]als Thls famxly
is fairly well fed, and consums less of cereals but morg of
other foodstuffs than many familes exa.mmed in th1s. .
centre. - o

But the income of this fa,mlly would be shorb of 1ts
expenditure by Rs 120 per annum, if it were not for the -
interest received on the money lent out. Ma.ny employers
of Salem city, whohave to support their families on their
earnings from weaving,are confronted with serious deficits
in-their budgets. Theyare tryingto reduce their sta.ndard
of living:and-thereby to balance their budgets The
phght_'.of wage earpers can only be imagined. '
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For the sake of-comparison with the above weavers
budgets, we add here a budget of a landless: Panchama
agricultural and general labourer, and another of a small
ryot. :

(15) Ganjee Dibbadu is a panchama worker of
Nidubrolu village in the Guntur District. ~His family
consists of wife and mother only. He works in co-opera-
- tion with a dnzen others at the railway station in loading
and unloading Commodities. Daring May and June
when the Ponnur festival comes, he get a rupee a day for
about two' months. But in the rainy and cold seasons
which last for about 4 mouths, there is practically no
railway work. Ou the average, he gets Rs 10 a month
for nine mnoths iu the year by his work at the station.
When the trans plantation season arrives in July, he
works for 10 days at digging and earns Rs 5. His wife
works for 3J days, his mother for 23 days in sransplanta-
tion, each earning per day two Madras Measures of paddy,
worth 5% annas, making s total wage of Ha 18-13-6. His
wife does weeding work in the paddy fields for 30 days

and his mother for 15 days aud they get Rs. 15—7—6 at.
the same rate of wages. 'They go to reap the paddy Qrop._
for 20 days and earn Rs 13—12—0 at the same rate of

wages. Dibbaddu goes to work for ryots in summer to cart
manure to field and to do other agricultural work and he

earns Rs 12 in addition to his earnings mentioned above..
His mother goes to collect the grain of paddy which falls.
off near the hay stacks of the ryots when they pull out.

straw to feed the cattie and she gets 120 Madras Measures:
of paddy in 3 months, worth Rs'20-10-0. Dibbadu g goes
to Guntur Taluk when the ‘Mirchi fields are rea.dy for
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harvest and works there for a fort-night and gets Chillies
worth Rs. 5-10-0. He works for his Asami or headitary
employer during the harvesting season for 20 days and
gets Rs T—9—0. Hismother and wife do all kinds of odd
jobs in the rest of the year and earn s 30, one of them
working for 60 days in a rice mill and earning Rs 15
thereby. So the total family income is Rs 233—14-—0 per.
anuum. Each of the workers is on the average unem-
ployed for 3 months in the year. '

Dibbadu has two children, aged 10 and 6, his mother
and wife, making the equivalent of 3% adults for food
consumption.

His wife makes all the purchases, except paddy a.nd .
clothes which are brought by Dibbadu. She buys
condiments and such other things in such small quantities
once in every few days . and at such irregular periods
that it is thought better to give annual expenditure . .upon -
each item.

Commodity. ‘Weight. - : Expendxture
Rice 1210 Ibs. - Rs 132-0-0
- Dhal 131%,, v 1~ 80
Vegetables 320 6- 0-0
Condiments & spices 18- 0-0
Kerosene & matches " 4- 80
Other oils 0= 80

“Total food & lighting Re 162- 8-0
3 Dhoties & Upper cloths 5- 8-0 o

4 Sarees v 8- 0-0.
4 Bodices 1- 0-0
Children’s clothing - . 2- 80

Total clothmg Re 17-0-0
62
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Pansupdris - 6-.0-0
Tobaceo- - : 12- 0-0

Toddy - . 12- 0-0 .

- House repair & rates -2-12-0-
Travelling - 2- 0-0

Earthen vessels . - 0- 40

Total iiscellaneous’ expen“d‘wum“ -Rs 35-0-0-
Total afinusl éxpetiditire '  214—8.—0.
Total annualinéomet < 233-14--0.
Estlmated surples: . - 19-=6<=0

leba.hu ‘has nd'debt bif is anablé to save anything,
as the family earnings are so uncertain and irregular.
The estimatéd" Kirplus’of ' Rs’ 19-1.6- <ig “lost ‘through
accidéntal failures to make the full earnings stated:

-This- ’fa;mily' _g‘et-sﬁ a - daily" allowance-per -adult - of
1514 oz. of rice, and 0°18 oz."-of dhal; making a total of
15°32 oz. in addition to 02 oz. of bringals. '

The pecuha.rity of the budjet 6f a panchama worker
like Dibbadu is that the life is one of ups and downs:and
of continual‘trcertainty. During-the three rainy months
the women get’ only one meal a day ‘and the men-one and
a half; but aurlng the busy agricultural seasons, all eatb
nearly as much as they like.

(16)- ;Kosa,raju Appayya isaryot of Nidubrolu in the
Guntur Distri¢t. He belongs to the Kamma caste.{He has
four acres of wet-"land on which paddy is grown and
two acres of dry “land, on which tobacco 'and ‘cholam
are raised. He gets an annual income of Rs 412—0—0
from these lands..
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The Kammgs gf this part of the Distrigt do not
the things they need at any regular periods but gu;chagw
them twice ‘or: thrice a year in the local market, at
Ponnuru. 8o we;give his expenditure per annum,upon
all the things consumed. His budget is chosen, oyt of, the
many which the-present writer has colleced, beca.gsq )us
income is about the same as that of mapy weavers who

work two or three looms, though his family,ig sma.llg; ;

than that of many-such weavers.

Appa,yya. has to sons, aged,6 and 2 and qi'ea.ting them
as equal $o half a person, we gef fhe, equlvale,;xb of 2%
adults in this fa.mxly for food consumptmn

He annually spends as follows :—

Commodity. Quantity., . Expendmu;e
Rice 16,00 lbs Rs 165~ -0
Dhal 1335- 10-"0-0
Meat 20 7. ;, : 6- 0-0:
Ghee. 100, 45-,0-0
Vegetables; 840 ot 18- .0-0.
Condiments & spices ‘ 15-'4-0
Buttur milk - 18=0-0
Castor-oil . 6- 0-0 .
Kerosme 011 . 6- 0-0
Fuel ) 12—'0—0 =
: Total of food, iuel & hghtlpg Rs 301—4—0
4 Dhoties. _ 8—0—0 v
4 Upper cloth 8—0—0
3 shirts - : : 4-0-0
5 Sarees 3000, - .
12 Bodices 8-0-0
Children’s clothing v 4-0-0

————

Total clothing Rs 62-0-0

0
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Interest on debt . 54-0-0
Tobacco ' - 30-0-0
House repairs 2-8-0
“Festivals ’ 4-8-0
Subscriptions 5-0-0
"Soapnuts and Soaps , 400
Barthen vessels 0-8-0
Cosmetics - 0-8-0
Total miscellaneous expenditure Rs 101—0-0
Total annual expenditure 464—4-0

Total apnual income 41 - 4-0

Estimated deficit &#s 52—0—0

Appayya does not actually provide his wife and
children with clothing which is supplied by his father-
in-law from year to year asa free gift to his daughter.
So his estimated deficit will be Rs.10 and he says that he
is just able to balance his budget. He cannot earn as much
as he does if his father-in-law does not help him in
cultivating his lands.

This family gets a daily allowance per adult of 28 oz.
of rice 234 of dhal, O'T oz. of meat and 1'75 oz. of ghee,
making a total of 3254 oz. in addition to 942 oz. of
vegetables  which are more valuable than :brinjals:
Appaypa is a big, strong man and is now getting stout
His wife is a little woman but the two boys are both big
for their age.



CHAPTER VII.

RESULTS OF EXPERIMENTS IN CO-OPERATION.

It is proposed to review in this chapter the progress
made by some of the important weavers co-operative
societies. It will be found by a perusal of the 'following
'pages that most of the failures of such societies are due
more to the crippled finances, absence of busmess atti-
tude and the neglect of propaganda. work than to the so-
called weak morale of the workers and the dlshonesty
of a few members. It can also be seen that there is no-
thing inherently wrong in the mentality of weavers or
in the organisation of their industry to make the progress
of co-operation impossible. Provided: there is: enough
money and good. leadership and timely encouragement
and assistance from Government, a .co-operative -society
can certainly succeed, as is -amply . evidenced by - Orava-
konda sociefy.

Co-OPERATIVE SOCIETY OF ORAVAEONDA. -

We have already noticed the Sourastra weavers
purchasing and sales society of Paramakudi.. There.is a
similar society in Oravakonda. It is registered as ¢ The
Weavers Cooperative Society, Ltd. of Orvakonda® with
a share capital of fs 8,000. The Ananthapur District
Cooperative Bank gives this union a loan of Re 24,000 at

7% interest. 'This union never gives any advance to its
61
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members. It only buys cloth from them at market rates
and pays them in cash. It usually gives orders to the
members to prepare such andsuch cloths. They prepare
the cloths and get paid. No member offers any cloth
which he has prepared mdependently

There are 184 membérs each paying Rs 10 a share
and an individual member is-allowed to take 50 shares
and no more. The union markets its goods almost in the
same way as the other mercha.nts do in that place. But
its advertlslng has been sclenhﬁca.lly carried out by Mr.
B. Ramdoss While the merchants take 3 Rs commis-
gion for every. Rs 100 cloth bought, from the merchants
who buy from them the society takes only one rupee.
And ‘the buyers like to buy more cloth fromthis society
because of the honesty of its methods.

But this society has attached to it ‘Weavers Co-ope-
rative credit Bank, and the same members are the
‘members of this Bank, Up to 1924 June 31st, the Bank
had given out Rs-15,000. which is advanced to it by the
.Central Bank of Madras. -That money was given out tc
the weavers on ‘an instalment system, the number of
instalments depending upon the conditions of individual
members. The bank got back #s 5,000 and there it
still Rs 10,000 oufstandmg The Bank wanted more
money to lend to the weavers but the Central Bank
réfused to lend any thing, arguing that because this unior
is a limited society, it could not be trusted and enquirec
whether the society could give any gurantee. But thest
weavers cannot give guarantees :as they have no property
of any value. And the Central Bank said that they gav:
that first loan just to encourage the umion. But Mr
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B. Bandayya says that “uanless we give them advances,
they cannot buy yarn, feed themselves while weaving
and bring the cloth to us. So the number of the cloths
that they are' bringing to us iis- falling down: very
rapidly.” 4

There was, a total _income of Rs 2,500 in the first
.year out of which Rs 700 was spent on travelling for
advertising s 500 for salaries, copéisbing of;BQyQOO fo
. the secretary' s 50 to the assistant gecretarv Rs 50 ‘as
Common Good Fund and Rs 60 as salaries to the clerks
and Re 400 was paid toWaf&s rent ‘and other expensés.
" There was therefore a net profit of s 974. Out of this
sum the socity decided to pay 8s.200 to the secretary,
s 50 to the assistant secietary, Re 230 to the reserye
Fund, Rs 50 as bonus to clerks, Rs 25 to the C_px:nmgn

Good Fund. 8o it was left with Rs 414 and a dividend
of 9 per cent was declared:

.

The members themselves ha.vehontﬁﬁubed Rs 1;000
towards the share capital durihg the first yeé.r by
laaving with the union the several additional two annas
they wé;'e, paid by the union, over the ;na.ivikgjt,lp;ices,for
every clotﬁ ‘woven. So sudcessfuly : ‘-.has,-: this union-
worked that many weavers are daily. flocking t§ it for

orders,.but in vain.
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WE GIVE THE ACCOUNTS FOR 1923-—24.

" Purchases. Sales. -No.of cloths  Cloths

purchased Sales.
July 1923 R8s 6,311 Rs 5,615 Rs 1,914 Rs 1,740
Aug. 13,163 18,916 4,177 4,364
Sep. 19,777 20,187 6,251 6,203
Oct. ~.28037. 25039. 8811 7,684
Nov. 35542 26.150 1,146 8,052
" Dec. | 41,643 33,055 12,996 10,287
Jan. 1924 45,507 317,552 14,182 = 11,738
Feb. 49,164 42,176 15489 13,203
Mar. . 52,807 47,784 16,738 - 15,020
_April. 55,879 51,863 17,829 16,405
May. 59,356 56,129 18,937 17,885
June. 63205 59,286 20,072 18,774
July. 7,168 2,995 208 714
Carry over
Surplus
Aug. 8460 5088 2,358 1,337
Sep. 10,790 8,266 ' 2,787 2,183
Nov. 13,144 13,454 3,548 3,558
Dec. 14,620 14,272 3,866 3,690
Jan. - 15,941 15,681 4,429 4,155

At the height of its prosperity, this union bought
cloths worth Rs 63,255 and sold goods worth Rs 59,286
per month and inthe first year of its working, it has purch.
- ased cloths worth as much as Rs 465,000 and the
number of cloths it bought were 138,542 and this is a
record of which the society can be proud.  Yet because
there is no special * Weavers Bank” to advance money
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to this union, managed by the most capable people
among the weavers of this place, the business it is doing
has dwindled away. It will not be long before this
union also is shut up for business as many others are,
unless the Government comes to its assistance by special
loans to it, which is only a distant possibility.

Ichchapur.

“In November 1918, the Government openta. depot
in connection with the Ichchapuram weavers' Coopera-
tive Society, as an experimental measure of relief for the
handloom weavers. The experiment was carried on
efficiently to impart the necessary knowledge of the
business to the members of the Cooperative Society and
on 31st December 1919, the Deépot was handed over to
the Society. During the nine months the Depot was run
by the Government, 9,837 Ibs. of yarn was issued to
weavers and 8,090 1Ibs. of cloth were received from them,
the balance being the yarn already issued to the weavers
to be converted into cloth; the value of this balance was
received in the shape of money through the Society.”

This is found in the Report of the Department of-
Industries for 1920. But nothing more is said about:
this society in the reports for the following years.- The
president of the society Mr. P. Venkataramayya, makes
the following remarks.

“We used to have 70 to 80 members. No member
gave us any trouble except when an outbreak of the fire
happened. We had to give some remissions to some
peoplée and got back almost all our money. Onlyin a

2
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few cases had we to'go to the courts to reclaim- our
money. We worked with the Government for a year
and we realised Rs 2,000 profit. But when the Govern-
ment handed over the Depot to us, it kept back the
profits, saying that it claimed them for the services done.
We protested against this unjust appropriation and yet
we got back nothing. Then we carried on our work with
the s 600 given to us as the balance of the past year’s
work for another year, as we could not induce either the
weavers or others to invest money. I was the first to
produce Khaddar in the whole of this province and I got.
khaddar prepared through this Depot. The Cooperation
Department had begun to discourage this work because
it did not like the khaddar, and I had constant friction
with the Inspectors. So I decided to give up the Depot
and the society, at the end of the second year. In spite
of all these unfavourable things, I was able to make
Rs 600 profit on the Rs 600 captial we had. I paid it
into the District Central Bank and when I made
an application for liquidating the Society, the Govern-
ment refused ‘sanction. It proposes to give that money
to some other association but we have protested again,
and the money is still there.”

Whenever a public spirited worker belonging to the
Congress party attempted to do some useful work for the
weavers the Government has some unwillingness to
cooperate with him. Unfortunately. it is only the
congress people who are ever ready to do such useful
public work. The weavers here still speak in glowing
erms of the wonderful prosperity they had when the
Depot was working and they are anxious to work with
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such a Depot even at lower rates if only one could be
started again. Unluckily for them they are too poor and
they expect the Depot to advance them yarn and money
as the old Depot did and to take back the cloths, and
pay them the wages. They are thoroughly dissatisfied
with the risky employment that is available to them.

Berhampur.

Mr. Nalla Sivayya, the president of the Berhampur
Cotton Weavers’ Cooperative Union gives the following
account of his union.

““We established that union during the war and ran ~
it for four years and we did not lose anything, though
some outstanding debts were not'collected. Messrs,
Best & Co., guaranteed that they would supply yarn, but
they lost some money in the end. At the same time the
weavers were unwilling to work for the union
because while the union was paying only 5 to 8 as per
cloth they were able to get one rupee per cloth in the |
market. They did not realise that what they were/
losing in one way would be returned in the form of
higher dividends.” The “divi’ fad has not yet caught
hold of our weavers imagination in India.

Conjeevarm.

The Big Conjeevaram Weavers' Union was started
in 1906 with only 531 members on its rolls, out of whom
only 25 per cent were actual weaving members. There
are more than 6,000 looms in this city and yet this union
could not make much progress for various reasons. The
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union was able to doonly about 510,000 worth of business
during the 1923-24 and it incurred a loss of about s 300
The actual figures given in the annual Report of the
- Co-operative Department for 1923-24 are Rs 8,400 as
value of stock bought, Rs £,991 for value of stock
sold to members; Rs.10,266 as working capital;
Rs 663 for cost of management, while the loss
was shown as Rs 292. The secretary says that his
society incurred the loss because of its inability to lower
its costs of working and to adjust itself to the changed
conditions of the market. The figures for 1924 are a
little more encouraging;

" Value of stock purchased for distributing among

its 123 members Rs 17,855
Value of finished cloths sold by the union 11,463
Gross profit on the two transactions : 1,753
Net profit - 335

The ohief explanation for the small amount of the
transactions of the union is that it has to work with
only #s 11,000 as working capital; that the Government
is not ready to advance money at low rates of interest
and that the local branch of the Imperial Bank does not
take any interest in financing the weaving industry.
Mr. Amalsad says that the weavers are dishonest and
that the union is not as well managed as it ought to be
and that it pays too high a rate of interest on the capital
borrowed. To some extent thisis correct. But there
should also be a cooperative credit society to lend money
to the weavers while they are working, and the weavers
union should be financed by some ‘Weavers’ Bank
on more liberal terms and the Secretary should be
a fulltime worker.
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The wunion. held for six .months a domonstration of,
the fly shuttle with :the -help of the peripatetic. party,
and all the weavers of the city flocked.to the factory to
see the looms working. As a result of that ﬂy shu‘rtlef
looms are the order of the day. The Dobby gystem was
introduced and a demonstration was. given by the union
showing how. figures. .could. be woven into the borders of
the cloths. And now there are many weavers who are
producing such sarees.

This. uniont has: a factory in which there are 20
looms, and in this factory a demonstration of the. Sizing
Machine was given in August and September of 1925, It.is
a fortunate thing that the factory is located in the midst
of the weavers’ quarters .so that.-they can easily go.to.
the factory and see the work done there.

Madura.

The Madura Sourastra Co-operativeiSociety: has been-
doing much’ good work a,mong the Sourastra - Weavers of ‘
the city. '

Value of Value of - Net Profit.

Stock bought - Stack sold, .
192122 265,770 - 978,355 7,983,
1922—23 48,158 S B0,941 . 2,298,

This fall in its volume of transactions is directly due-
to the depression that has been raging in the cotton
cloth trade. There were in all- 35 societies found in the
twelve districts in the whole-of the presidency in 1922-23-
Most of them, especially those in the Krishna and Guntur

Districts were started by! Non-cooperators to carry on
63
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their Khaddar work and are not at present working and
80 are not of much importance for the industry at large.

The 1922—23 Annual Report of the Cooperative
Department says:—

“The difficulty of organising successful weaving
sociefies is in fact due to the inability of a society with
little capital or credit to provide itself with the service of
a man with sufficient business knowledge and experince of

the market in yarn, dye and cloth.” The Govern~
"ment has not done anything either to furnish the'weavers
with credit or to train business people to work the.
cooperative unions. The School of Commerce in Mudras
is still in its infancy and is not able to produce many
people who could be put at the disposal of the weavers.

NEED FOR CHEAP YARN:—

The Government proposes to establish a- ‘Spinning
Mill" with 8,600 spindles which may be increased to
15,000 to serve the needs of the weaving industry carried
on at the Coimbatore Jail. That the need for such an
independent mill should be felt by the Government in a
town where there are five cotton mills is evidence enough
for the fact that the yarn merchant makes big profits before
yarn reaches weavers. It also demonstates more vividly
how much more necessary and urgent it is to establish-
more spinning mills in all the important centres of hand-
weaving to supply them yarn at cost price. Only when
such mills are established and yarn is supplied at cost
price can the standard of living of the weavers be impro-
ved and their wages - raised. The Government should
shoulder this responsibility and establish spinning mills in
different centres of the handloom weaving.
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All the moral and material defects of weavers,
ennumerated in the Amalsad’s little book, * The Hand-
loom weaving Industry of Madras” are directly due to
the practices prevalent in the market and also to the
general poverty of the weavers. One of the reasons for
the little headway made by cooperation is the indebted-
ness of the weavers, and the reluctance of the money
lenders to allow their enslaved clients to become free, as
- can be seen from the experience of Paramakudi Union.
So credit societies should be established side by side
with the cooperative purchasing and Sales Societies on
the lines of the Oravakonda Society..

The purchases of yarn in suitable form has an impor-
tant bearing on the efficiency of production. It is very
difficult for any individual cooperative society to decide
when to buy and when not to buy yarn, owing to the
great fluctuations in the prices of yarn. REither that a
Cooperative 'Whole sale society should employ experts
who would decide and help the individual weavers, while
all the unions pool the profits and the losses of all, in yarn
purchases and divide the balance left according to the
purchases made or the Government should establish a
number of spinning factories, which are capitalised by
both the weavers, others, and the Government. Even
for the successful introduction of thesizing machine of the
Government, we need a larger, more stable and cheaper
supply of yarn, and that can be obtained most easily
through the weavers cooperative spinning mills. The
organisations that are necessary to run the Sizing Facto-
ries assume the existence of many well organised
cooperative societies. Therefore the Government will



252 THE HANDLOOM ‘WEAVING 1NDUSTRY.

be well advised to start a weavers’ Bank -and ‘a spinning
mill" and & commercial school for weavers -as experi-
mental steps. S



CHAPTER VIII,

AN EXPERIMENT IN FACTORY ORGANISAT!ON.

———

'The results: of my enguiry into the working of hand-
loom weaving factory are given below to indicate that in
it are paid as good wages as, if not better than what are,
obtainable in domestic industry, and also that such a
factory system has certain undeniable advantages over
the Domestic system of organisation: .

Facrory ORGANISATION.—

There ate some Handloomi factories” i. e. work-
shops where handlooms and weavers are brought
together, in Malabar, conducted by the Basel Mission, but
T have not had the chance of studying the conditions
there. The once famous salem factory was. closed in
September 1910 and the ““Meenakshi Weaving Mill”
a similar wnrkshop of Madura was also closed during
1915. The Conjeevaram *factory” is more a demonstra~
tion ground than a regularly working workshop.* So we -
are’left with only one so-called mill, situated in Pedda-
puram. The “bri Lakshmi Silk Manufacturing Works "’
which is located in a fire, big building which is quite airy
and open to the big Central Square. This is owned by
Messrs, Muppana Smaraju and Veerarajuoand was firststar.
tedin 1915 with a capital of Re70,000 of which R&35,000
was gpent on the building; and 8s 35000 on the

machines.
64 ‘ R
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All the machines were locally made after the
patterns of machires used in Surat. All the machinery is
driven by hard. Working capital is also required to the
amount of Rs 150,000. - Cloths are sold to buyers
on credit free of interest and exceptedto be paid.in one
to three months. There is some-times as much as a
lakh of rupees (Rs 10C 000) outstanding.

The Governmenb weaving Superintendent was in
Peddapur for twaq -years to teach the. weavers how to
~ weave silk cloths. He was also helpful to them in learn-
ing how to use the new machines erected .in this Mill.
According to Aid to Industries Loan Act. of the Madras
Government such industrial enterprises can get loans at
low rates of interest from the government on giving
satisfactory security. These brothers were fortunate
enough to convince Sir'K. V. R. Naidu who was then
the minisier for the department of development -of the
profitable character of their mill and get a loan of
Re 50,000 at 6§ per .cent per annum. With that money
the mxll was extended. and it is now in full . working
order. Though there is a terrible depressioneven in the
Silk clothvindustry, owing to Japanese.competition, the
brothers are able to realise 6 per cent profit, after realis”
ing the interest.

In winter the mill starts work at 8 A. M. a,ndworks
up to 11-80 A. M. Itis reoponed again at 2 P
and is closed at 5-30 P. M. thus working for 7
“hours a day In May, June and July the mill works for
'longer hours, from August to November for shorter
hours; and on the average it works for 6 hours a day.
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. No.  Kind of workers. Pay pet-each.
8  Maistri carpenters 1 Re. a day
Carpenters : 10 to 11 as. a day
Young Boys of 14 years 8 as. a day

8  People for attaching threads 6 as. a day
10 People to turn the twisting 7 and 7% as. a day

45  Carders ‘women’ 4 as. a day
6  @irls on Reeling machines 3 as. a day
5  Girls on Reeling machines 2 as. a day
10 Girls and Boys 8 t0.12 years 1% as. a day
10 Girls and Boys 1 as. 3 day
4  Warping machine workers 7,8 & Rs 9 a month
1  Bleaching.20 yrs. Rse 15 -
1 Bleaching Muhammadan 16 years #s 10,
1 Dyer Rs 30 (1]
25 Weavers . ~ Bs 20 »
3 Boys to pull Bobbies . Rs 3.t04 ,,
'8  Preparing wefs 4 as. a day

There are in all 156 workers in this Mill.

The thirty-one pate-pullers, who @are boys except
for twa adults, are paid as follows,

Kind of work. No.-of boys.

Boys on #s 2 a.month . -6
23 " 2 32 1

Y 3 .99 6

3 3% ) 5 :

FII 4 » 4
”» ’ 4% 3 -3

3 5 3

» 5% »” 1
Audits 10 ,, 1
» 10 ,, 1

‘ 31
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From the age of 9 the boys are admitted into the
factory and their wages rise until they are 12, accord-
ing to the skill and experience they gain in the work.

BeNeFIciaAL ReEsuLTs FroM Suca MiLLs:—

Now the great importance of the Mill is that it gives
employment to members of about 100 weaving families,
and -that almost all these families are able to subsist on
their scanty earnings from their weaving at home with the
help of the higher wages earned by one of the family at
this mill. If such mills were established in the midst
of weavers in all the important centres, then the same
* advantages would result. Moreover, it is possible for
the weavers to get their warps prepared at very low
rates in such mills.

‘Thirdly the mills would furnish women with emplo-
yment on better pay, for fairly long periods in the year; -
while children can also earn something in addition to
learning their trade. Fourthly, the condition and the
manufacturing atmosphere of the mill are far better
than those in the houses of the weavers. The regular
attendance and systematic organisation which are the
special features of such a mill, are sure to have an eleva-
ting influence upon the workers. The separation of the
home from the place of work is urgently called for in
view of the fact that the housing of the weavers is most
unsatisfactory; that the home life of the weavers is most
confused and unhappy and the congestion of space in the
houses is very great. #

There is a good discussion in the ‘Foundatfons of
Indian Economics’ ! of Radhakhumal Mukherjee on the

1 Radhakamal Mukherjee ‘Foundations of Indian Economics’ Page 171.
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"Place oF¥indil’ facbones in mﬁxfét‘ijl;l Ind}a. é.hd thwéh hgis
1ot {n T'axr%ur of mu'lh;él‘yﬁig bhelr number(, }:}e admits
‘thik they ‘will ‘Be of great ase to the weayers, if organjsed
on proper fines. “H& Tears that the establishment of such
factories will' introduce the factory system into the
cottage industry of wea¥inig. ‘But as a matter of fact
we have seen in our chapters on ‘Industrial and Commer-
cial Organisation of handloom weaving' that the factory
system is not a new thing, that ‘it is widely prevalent
throughout the country and that every employer’s house
is a factory a.nd\;very weaver’s house in which there are
more than 2 looms is a factory. We have also seen that.
wage earners are usually more prosperous than mdepen—'
dent weavers and that the present tendency in many -
places is for independent artisans to decrease and for the -
-wage earners to increase in numbers.

We have also noticed that smaller employers are
exploiting their workers more ruthlessly than bigger’
employers; and that this unrestricted exploitation is duet
to the attempts of too many employers to make a decent
living upon their too few workers. Therefore, we have
advocated the introduction of better and more capable
employers who engage many more workers and who
make smailer profits per employee and yet who can
manage to earn a better living for themselves.

The establishment of Spinning Mills is more urgently
called for, than that of weaving mills and special care
should be taken not to establish any mills which would
come in any way in serious competition with the work
of the weaver. If only every District Board decides to
sta.rt6 5‘1 ‘Spinning Mill’ and a ‘Sizing Mill’ with the
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1 Radhakamal Mukherjee ‘Foundations of lndian Economics’ Page 171,
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guarantee of the Government for a certain amount of

-dividend and with half the capital subscribed by weavers,
much good work can be done.  Everywhere the crying
need of the weavers is for a cheaper supply of yarn.



CHAPTER IX.

THE WORK OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIES.

 So—

THE HISTORY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIES OF
MADRAS.

In 1837, Mr. Chatterton who was then the professor
of Engineering in the Madras Engineering College, was
appointed the temporary superintendent of the Madras
School of Arts. He goh a gmall grant in 1898 for experi-
ments in the manufacture of aluminium vessels in: fthe
school.. By August 1899 the results of those experiments
were so. satisfactory that. the Government' of Madras
appomted bim for three years with the sanction of the
Government of India. He had to pay -special- attention
to the development of the aluminium industry, the
orga.msa.tl,on and. furtherance of indastrial schools, the
development of cottage mdustnes, and the establishment’
of a manual training class in the college of Engineering.
In that period Mr. Chatterton made some important
experiments in the introduction of better machinery for’
band-loom weaving, centrifugal pumps for lift irrigation.
and chrome tanning. He was appointed on ‘his return
from leave as the supervisor of industrial and technical
schools, working under the Diroctor of Public Instraction,
accordmg to orders passed in March 1905. The proposal
of the Madras Government to estab! ish a Department of
Industries with a full-time Director was sanctioned by
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Lord Morley, the then Secretary of State as an experi-
ment and Mr. Chatterton was appointed the Director of
the new’ Department ~which-was restablished in August
1906. -

In 1907 an Asslsba.nt Dirgctor was -appointed.
‘Investxga.tlons ‘into’ Wea.vmg, ‘well-boring and chrome
tannmg were carred on.  The industrial Conference held
in Ogtacamund .dpring - Septentber 1908, “Yeeothended
the Government to start pioneer factories. The Govern-
ment of Madras proposed in March 1909 to esta.b]sh the
Department of ' l'ndueﬁnes permanently to encourage the
introduction of new industriés’in ‘the Prehldency Lord
Morley. as Secreté,ry of Btaté: for "fridia réfused to sa,ncmon
this propobal, 8b thé' tempérary’deparﬁmenﬁ Wwas 1n eﬁect
practically “abolished and* Mr. Chatterfon took service
with-Myspre. 'Thé Sixth 'Inalah “Industné.l Gonference‘
held at’ Allahabad' iti Dederhber 1910 protesbed a.gamst this
step.” - The~ Madfas' Legistativé Cblubicil passed & resolu.-i
tion'that the Matras” vaernment shonld a.pproa.ch the;
Seéretary: of State sgain. By that'time Tiord Créwe came:
to. the. Indian office: and ‘new propdsa]s of the Madras
Government. of ‘a less.ambitidus chirdcter ‘thar o' ‘thosel
inspired. by !Sir-Alfred: CHattertor 'weré" ‘Sandtioned dnd
the Department: of Industries ‘ag1'we know-it i;o'('ia.yL éameL
mtq emstence on: the let M’arah 1914 L : :

stiory of experxments in weamngq

~Ekpbrients in wea.vmg Were commenced in 1901-02
and fly-sfiuttle' looms" Were’ beﬁ up in the School ot Arts
Certain methods of izing” ‘Were a.lso tne& In 1903 the

1 "The Report of :he Todian lndnotnal Commmlon Page 402!0 406 S
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looms were moved to the bigger Anjuman buildings.
Hank Sizing was soon given up as it was found unsuitable
to the conditions of the Presidency. The looms were of
the same type as those of the Basel Mission Industrial
Schools. Till then no attempts were made to produce
native cloths on fly -shuttle looms. At first, Madras
handkerchiefs were produced, then Saris and dhoties.
It was decided in 1905 to continue these experiments on
a commercial scale in & factory and in 1906 the Salem
weaving factory was established. The Department tried
to get answers to three questions, whether it was possible
to improve the counditions of handloon weavers by
introdacing (1) different machinery for weaving,
(2) factory system (3) improved preparatory processes.
In 1907, complete plant of warping, and sizing machinery
was obtained from England but no good resalts were
obtained from it.

The 1902 Exhibition held at Madras showed that
the English fly-shuttle loom with necessary modifications
to suit local conditions was the most suitable one to the
weavers. In this connection it should be mentioned that
the late Sir P. T. Chettiar, the avowed leader of the
Devanga Community and the Non-Brahmin Party of
Southern India made similar experiments in his factory,
which he maintained for a long time at a very great cost.
Indeed he was as much responsible for the successfal
demonstration of the fly-shuttle as Sir Alfred Chatterton,
Chettiar stated to the Industrial Commission ' “ Mr.
Chatterton did not think well of the pit-ioom with fly-
shuttle at the time and was not hopeful that the: lot of

1 lndian lndustrial Commission Vol. 11] Page 64.
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the handweavers would improve thereby. If he will
- excuse me, I may say he was evén opposed to it”. Bat
the successful exhibition of the fly-shuttle in the 1908
exhibition won the support of Mr. Chatterton who from
that time onwards did his best to push it into use.

‘The Salem factory was worked on a commercial
scale and its receipts amounted one year to as much as
Rs 12,000. Soon the Madras Chamber of Commerce
scented some danger of the State venturing into industrial
enterprises and protested vigorously to Lord Morley who
abolished the factory which was closed in September 1910.

On the recommendation of the Industrial Conference
the Government of Madras decided to appoint a weaving
expert and to open a wedving institute at Madura. But
up to 1913 very little work was done in this direction,
In 19183 the first peripatetic party consisting of a superin-
tendent and five weavers was formed and was sent to
work in the Southern Districts. Another was formed
in 1914 to work in the Northern Circars. These parties
tried to popularise fly-shattles, warping machines, jac-
quered looms and dobbies.

- The receipts of the experiments made in 1901 to 1916
were Re 69,969 and the expenditure was Rs 154, 947 and
the net expenditure was thus Rs 84, 978 or Rs 5, 311 per
annum. In view of the beneficial results which are
described in the pages, the cost thus paid for such fruits
is indeed very low. ' |

TEE RESULTS OF EXPERIMENTS :—

The: Department of Industries estimates that a
weaver could make Re 10 per month with the help of
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the fly-shuttle as against &s T-8-0 with the old pit loom,
in: which- he has to throw the shuttle every time.
‘My enquiries have confirmed. this estimate. The warping
mill has cheapened ¢ warping’ by more than half. The
dobbies have made it easier to weave °petu’ bordered
clothes. The introduction of jacquard looms has facili-
tated the manufacture of ‘petu’ bordered clothes with
very complex disighs, without the help of a boy or girl
to Jift Dobby. So the introduction of any or all of these
machines is a great benefit "o weavers. It is attempted
to show how far these attempts of the Department to
introduce these machines have been successtul.

TrE RESULTS OF THE EXPERIMENTS :—

As we have seen, there are only very few fly-shuttle
looms in Paramakudi of Rwmnad District. More than
half of the looms in Madura are <old looms’ and only
those on cotton weaving and a few hundred of those on
fine weaving are fly-shuttle looms. All the looms of
Kiles in conjivaram, and a greater part of those on fine
weaving and a few of those on silk weaving are fly
shuttle looms. The local Big Conjivaram Weavers
Co-operative Society has done much useful work in the
way of demonstrating the usefulness of this machine.
- In Salem, almost all the looms on cotton cloth, a few on
‘lace work' and silk are fly-shuttles, and these new
machines have gained the monopoly in Tiruchengode.
In the Chittoor District except in Tirupati, where silk
work is done, all the looms are of fly-shuttles..

In Pullampettah and Appayarajupettah, most of the
big looms are old, because weavers cannot prepare laced
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goods upon the fly-shuttle looms for reasons of quality.
But all the other looms are furnished with the flly-
shattles. The same remarks apply to the conditions
prevailing in Madhavaram Dharmavaram, Rayadrug, and
Bellary, where -‘Lace and Silk work’ - is carried on. But
there are more old looms on yarn work in the last three
places than in Madhavaram, because less demonstration
work has been done in those places. In Oravakonda,
there are very few fly shuttle looms, old looms are the
order of the day. In Adoni, there are many hundreds
of looms on Silk and fine Cotton weaving and to a
small extent on rough Cotton work. But in Yemmiganuru,
Koniche and Adoni, almost all the rough Cotton weaving
i8 done with. the - fly-shuttles, as they have been
popularised by the Adoni Municipal Weaving School.
Prodduturu and Jammulamadugu have as many fly-shuttle
looms as old looms and the tendency is for the former to,
increase. Nandyal and Kurnool do not fare as well as
the other places, though an Industrial Exhibition was |
held in Nandyal in January 1921. '

Turning to the Circars where we find the greatest
number of fly-shuttle looms it is very hard to find any
old looms in the great centres of Chirala, Perala and
Bhattiprolu, as well as in Venkatagiri and Kalahasti.
A few old looms are used in Pedana for preparing th_et:
‘petu’ bordered cloths; but most of the. looms are,
equipped with fly-shuttles. There are about a hundred
old looms in Ellore and curiously enough their number:
is on the increase again; as more and more ‘petu’ work
is introduced into this centre. Hitherto, it was the
fly-shuttle looms which drove away the old hand looms

|
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because it was then found to be more profitable to work
with. So we see that we still need 0ld looms for certain
kinds of work, until the fly-shuttle is so perfected as to be
useful for that work also and the weavers are convinced
of its usefulness. In Pentapadu, Bheemavaram, Pa.]a,kol‘
and Narsapuram, we find that most of the looms are
equipped with the fly-shuttles, though those looms which
are worked by the aid of two people and which are
engaged on ‘Head Rumals’ are to a great extent old ones.
In the Ambajeepettah Centre, we find again more old
looms, as it is the main centre for ‘petu’ work. But all
other work, except a little silk weaving is done with the
aid of the fly-shuttles. In Peddapur and Uppada,
there are more old looms than new, because of the silk
work. The same thing is true of Berhampur. These
weavers on silk believe that the fly-shuttle is ansuited to
their work. In Vizianagar City, there are very few
old looms because the new looms were exhibited by the
No. 11 Peripatetic weaving Parties in October 1920. But
in the many villages in which weavers are found in this
and Anakapalle Centres, one finds many more old looms
than new as very little demonstration work has been
done by the Department, in the direction of introducing
these new looms. In Ponduru many more old looms
than the new are used, because. of the Khaddar work,
for which old looms are preferred. In Chicacole the
greater part of the looms are fly-shuttle looms while the
reverse is true as regards Santabommali. In Ichchapur,
most of the looms are. equipped with fly-shuttles as a
- result of exhibition work of the Department in this part
of the District and the weaving School of the Berhampur
Municipality. '
67
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There are no ‘Hand Driven Warping-Machines’ in

the Ganjam and Vlza.frapa.tam Districts. All.the warping

"is done on the old machines. in Uppada but-on the new

-machines in Peddapur, as far as cotton work is concerned.

In Ba.ndarlanka, Jaggannapettah, Chintalapalli and Mori
warping is done on the New Machines.

~ Weavers of the neighbouring villages of Mor'i,_a.rid
Palakole get their warping dpne on these machines in
Mori and Palakole ; but all the others have to depend
upon the old machines. Bheemavaram and Pentapadu
get their warping prepared on the old machine; in Ellore
Pedana, Bha.bblprolu, Chirala and Venkatagiri Centres,
almost all the warping is done on the new machines.

In Pullampettah, Proddutur and Jammulamadugn,
we find the new machines; while there is only one in
Dharmavaram and none in Pamidi. In Rayadrug, we
find a'Bobbin Machine also, which is imported from
Hubli of the Bombay Presidency, in addition toa warping
machine. But much work is done in this place and
Bellary on the old machine. Tn Nandyal and Kurnool
and Adoni an ever increasing amount of work is done by
the new machines; Yemmiganuru and Koniche are taking
to the new methods slowly. Oravakonda gets all its work
done on the new machine alone.

Dobbies or Draw Boy Harnesses, as the department
prefers to call them, are being introduced, wherever
“Petu’ and ‘lace work' is done. In Madhavaram and
Pullampettah, though a few such dobbies have been
-introduced, most of the work is done with the aid of the
old Dobby, which must be lifted at every step by a boy
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or girl, sitting ‘at a distance from, but in Efront‘bf’the
weaver. The'same conditions prevé.il' in Salem, Conji-
varam and Tirupati,” whlle the new automatic Dobby has
been introduced i1 ever ‘larger numbers in Ma.dura. and
‘Paramakudi. In Peddapur, and in the Ambajeepettah
centres, we find that the new machines have been intro®
duced in increasing numbers owing to the work of the
peripatetic parties of the Textile Department. In Uppa.da.,
Berhampur, Ponduru and Chicacole, where  petu’ border
work and silk work are carried on, the same old machines
are used, not because they are preferable but because

the weavers. have not been shown the advantages of the
new machine.

'The Sizing' Machine : promises to revolumomse the
economic conditions of handloom Wea.Vmg of thls presi-
dency. In our review of the ‘wages and ‘earnings of
the weaver we have seen how machine made warps have
lowered the costs of manufacturing and how much more
can be done in this direction, if sizing can be done more
cheaply and more. quickly. In his ‘Handloom weaving
Industry of Madras’ Mr. Amalsad shows that his machine
will serve the need of the day. This machine has been
exhibited in Oravakonda but unfortunately the weavers
there are somehow prejudiced against it. A‘n‘ expert
weaver aud one of the leaders of the weavers who cannog
be styled as an unprogressive and unenlightened man,
says, “We are not yet convinced of its utility. It does
not take the sizing so very well. For white and rough yarn
it works well. But we use six or seven colours, for
which it is not so very useful. It cannot be worked for
small quantities and small weavers have to wait until the
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required quantity of yarn is got together, only capitalists
can buy and work it. It does as much work with three
workers, as ten people without it. Thus seven people
per day per machine are unemployed. So our people are
unwilling to see their women thus deprived of their
domestic employment.” The Secretary of the ‘Big Con-
jivaram weavers' Co-operative Union’ is making ar
experiment upon this machine which is lent to the unior
by the Madras Textile School and he says that it works
well on rough yarnand that it makes sizing much cheaper.
But he is dissatisfied with it for one reason, that the
warp has to be strong to stand the heat and so it canno!
be used for sizing fine yarn. The width of the warp thaj
can be sized is much less than is needed for many kindd
of work. But he is of opinion that much- advantage ca,ll
be denvedby the weavers if they adopt this machine’ foi
preparing rough warps. i

The Pullampettah weavers and their leader Mr. N
Subbayya state that they are anxiously awaiting thI
result of this experiment, as they are willing to mtroduc
the machine into their centre if it is found profitabld
But I am afraid they will be disappointed. The Depa.rtk
ment will be well advised to withdraw this machine fror%*I
exhibitions and improve itso as to be useful for prepa.rm!§
warps of higher counts and greater widths. A prope@
study of economic conditions of the presidency woul
- show that the introduction of the fly-shuttle has rea,lllu
" conferred a boon, only where ‘Kiles Madras Ha.ndkem
" chiefs, Sarees, and Dhoties of finer yarns Hea:

1 Recently (1929 April) a Machine with all its accessories was purchased at specia
_ favourable terms by an enlightened and progressive Brahmia capitalist of Mori and the Tesu
of this experiment are awaited.
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Rumals and clothes with borders are manufactured,
Doubts™ exist as to the utility. of the efforts made by
the peripatetic parties in the Ganjam and Vizagpata.m-
Districts, in trying to introduce the fly-shuttles. Greater
production is not the only goal: cloth should also be sold
at rates profitable to the weavers. The direct result of a
wholesale adoption of these new looms by those two
districts would be to increase the production; to glut the
‘markets; to lower the prices and the remuneration for
weaving. For these weavers cannot organise themselves
and sell only what is demanded in-their tracts and dispose
of the rest in other districts at ever lower rates than cost
price. Even if it could be done, looked at from a broader
point of view, weavers in those other districts would be
ruined. At present the weavers in these -districts are
dependent for their livlihood upon the strong sentiment
of the people here and inthe Agencies! in favour of
rcugh and hand woven goods and so if once the people
are allowed to find out that there is no sacredness in the
hand woven goods made on the fly-shuttle, because of their
_greater resemblance in texture to .the mill made ‘goods,
then their industry will be ruined. So the proper thing
to do is not to introduce the fly-shuttles but to try and
persuade these workersto turn to finer weaving and
‘petu’ and silk manufacturing, while at the same time
co-operative efforts are made to market their goods ay

profitable rates. Our review of the present conditions
shows how great has been the contribution of the Govern-
ment in helping certain sections of the weavers. Everyone
should admit that in every district and almost in every
centre of weaving, the influence of the Governmental
- work has been felt.

1 Ubsettled regions in the interior of the Northern Ci. cars »

68
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THE OBJECTS OF THE MADRAS TEXTILE SECTION.

‘(1') Perjpatetic ;weaving parties, each'consiéting of
one head Maistri, one _ assistant-Maistri and three expert
.Wea,yers, are, esta,bl;shed to perform all or- any of the

‘ __follpmng duties, : whenever possible, - in the circles for
. which they are appointed.

‘(a) . To persuade the local weaver to adopt the ﬂy
shuttle slay whenever it is praclzcable to do so and to carry:
out the necessary alterations ‘in the country loom .t
enable this to be done ; and to adopt flanged beams on their
pit looms where long sized warps can be wound.

(b) To cheapen, the cost..of warp prepa.ration by
the use of hand .driven mill warping machines, sizing
by machines and dressing machines. :

(¢) To train weavers who only weave plain cloth
to produce towels, bed sheets twill cloths and fancy designs
the use of extra treadles or draw boy harness. -

(d) To.educate weavers to  weave finer cloths and
_cloths of better quality in the manufacturing of which
~ power driven looms cannot compete with hand looms:

(2) A weaving expert is a.ppomt;ed and is expecbed
to carry on experiments upon the present machinery in
the industry and more useful and profitable alterations to
suit the changing economic conditions of the ma,rket

(3) The Madras Textile Institute of the Govern—
ment is esta.bhshed to perform the following dutues —

(a) To provide practical instruction in nnpxoved
methods of handloom weaving.
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‘(b)Y '"To provide-: practical instruction’ m(lmproved
.methods of grey.and coloured.warp and weft preparation
by ha.nd

(c) To provide training in speedier and more
‘;economical - methods of preparationiof watps by power
driven -machinery.

(d) To provide instruction in the construction and
manufacture of various types of improved.appliances.

(e) 'To popularise the nse of knitting machines.

(f). To:encourage. the formation of organisations
for the joint purchase of yarns, distribution of ready made
warps and sale finished fabrics.

(g To un&erta.ke the manufacture bf weaving
appliances in' bulk and to arrange for’ their distribution
and sale at cost price.

(h) To serve as a permanent museum for the dis-
play of the principal types of hand woven fabrics and to
increase the demand for lmproved appliance and wea.vmg '
accessories.

(i) To undertake sexperimental work in-connec-
tion with appliances and to facilitate the manufacture of
certain specla.l lines of fabncs, and

_ () Genemlly to investigate all plob]ems connected
with the handloom weaving industry which still await
solutlon

(4) The Governmenb propose to encdurage the
establishment of many ‘weaving Schools in all" patts of
the country; by offering ‘t0’ glve ' 50° per cent gra.nts totall
the schools.
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(5) The Department is expected to hold exhibitions
in all parts of the country and thus advertise the better
kinds of manufacture and better kinds of working.

(6) The Government proposes to start Spinning
Mills where they -are needed and where the private
capitalists are ready to interest themselves in such mills-

- (7) The Government is prepared to examine local
conditions of demand and supply for a kind of manufactures
to prepare the schemes for Mills, and to advise the pro-
jeators of such mills in buying the machinery in laying
out their capital on different kinds of fixed capital.

(8) Anvd lastly the Government proposes to
advance capital at very low rates of interest to mills and
factories of whose sucessful management, it is thoroughly
" convinced.

An examination of the policy of Government descri-
bed above, clearly shows that the Department of Indust-
ries is directed to work for the welfare of the weavers

in every possible direction that has great potentialities
in it. :

But the peripatetic weaving parties are not sufficiently
numerons, nor could they do much work with the five
‘demonstrators each of them has got. The Government
has been niggardly in spending moneys in tHis direction
and the pay of the Head Maistri and the Assistant Maistris
is very low. There were only five parties working in "
1921 and only 119 villages were visited by them in seven
districts, Ganjam, Vizagpatam, Bellary, Cuddapah,
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" Ananthapur, Chittoor - and North Arcot. Only 1020
shuttles of all kinds were introduced in these villages or
ten in each village.

The present writer has come. into touch with the
weaving paripatetic parties of Kurnool and Samarlakota
and has found a tendency among the weaving superinten-
dents to treat their weaving Maistris with contempt,
because they are paid lower salaries, and they come from
the weaving castes, while the superior officers are usually

_ Brahmins. The regulation that these Maistris and Assistant
maistries should not weave in their- own homes, is not
beneficial while their pay is as low as at present. The
present writer knows one case, where a Maistri wastaken
to task for weaving in his own house though he was
not able to support his family by his pay alone. Unless
such abuses are removed, the Government, cannot hope to
get right sort of people as Maistris.

Till now these parties have been engaged in intro
ducing new machinery only. They have intpoduced silk
weaving' in Peddapur and Dobbies into Bandarlanka.

Much more work will have to be done .before the
sizing Machine can be perfected. But to tackle all the
problems of this hand-loom " weaving ‘Industry, as far as
its mechanical improvements are concerned, not one but

- many more experts are needed. What was said by one of
. the greatest statesmen of the South in this connection is
of great importance. Sir P. T. Chettiar said. '

«I believe that Re 20,000 or Ke 30,000 or ‘even a
lakh of Rupeesspent in this direction cannot be considered
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‘ast 8" whste - eveh if  the experiment ‘‘does: mot ‘prove
nuaceessfal. “Thefed is notse inisaying: that: we-spent so
much money and did not get anything out:'of it. - We
, must continue the experlments until we bring about the
change that is reqmred in ‘hand-loom weaving, If sizing
by machmery proves successful it will bé said that
hand]ooms W1]l even- be able to. cope Wlth machine
toade goods

‘There is a tendency ainong the weaving Superinten-
dents to take the suggestions of weavers as ‘worth nothing.
‘For instanbe Mr. B. Bandayya of Oravakonda has given
Rs 50 as'deposit: and -asked that eertdin changes should
~'be-made ‘dn the Sizing Machine and ' the Bupervisor has
flatly 'refused even to consider the' changes suggestd by
" this very experxenced ‘enlightened and educated leader
"of the weavers. There should be more cooperation ini
experimenting and freer interchange of views between
the weavers a.nd the officers.

Both the peripatetic pa1 ties’ as well as the Textile
expert should guard themselves against introducing
machinery of whose utility they are not perfectly sure ;
and also against introducing too many machines ‘to serve
_ the same purpose, as it will .disquiet the workers. - For
mstauce Oravakonda weavers bought a hitndred fly-
shuttle looms; at first they -did not know how to work
them and the machines broke down. Then, when they,
sought the help of the Department, they were advised to
buy better looms. This, of course, they did not like to:
do. ‘Again they bought Sholapur Dobbies at #s 3%, 4 and

1  Amalsad, Handloom weaving Industry of Madres Presidency P'78°
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-8each from Mr. Krishnau, the weaving ' Superintendent.
‘The new Superintendent when. fold that these were not
working properly, had advised thern to buy new Dobbies,
worth Re 9 each. Hehas-a ‘sample of this new Dobby
for the last nine’ months and nobody offered to ‘buy
and use it.

(2) The Madras Textile Institute is established with
the excellent objects, which we have quoted above. But
at present it is giving training only to those who wish to
be appointed as weaving Supermtendents teachers in
weaving schools and managers in the weaving factories.
There is & junior course also for Maistris in the parties
or hand loom factories or demonstrators in schools, The
artisan course cannot have much-inflaence, as-the school
is located in the city, away from other centres and its
own centre of weaving. The one grea.t service it may
be able to-do is to. train up teachers -of all kinds for
the weavers.

‘But it is left to the District Boards, Taluk Boards,
and Municipal Councils to establish ‘weaving schools’
after the example of Adoni Taluk Board; the American
Mission of Kurnool and the Municipality' of Berhampur.
When the Gévernment is ready to advance B0% of the
expenditure incurred it is'only just thatthese local bodies
should realise their duties and’ esta.blish these ‘schools -
and help the premier industry of the Presxdency after
agriculture.

.. The fifth duty is dlrecﬂy connected with the -work
of the Textile expert. The kind of enquiry the Depart-
ment has been making till now is on'‘the lines "of finding
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out the number.of looms ; the kind of looms; the kind
of cloth manufactured, and the kind of weavers in
different centres. Though some attention is paid to the
.economic conditions of the weavers no thorough econo-
mic enquiry-is made at any time. The little information
thus got by the Department is kept a close secret and
the public is left with no data to judge the work of the .
Department or the conditions of the Industry. I was
kindly given the information gathered on these lines by
the weaving Superintendent at Samarlakota, for the
Krishna Godavari, Vizagpatam and Ganjam Districts,
‘but I am bound to keep it confidential until the Govern-
ment changes its present attitude. Mere technical
‘experiments will not be enough to solve the problems
that confront the handloom weavers’ The Textile expert
needs the co-operation and assistance of both experts in-
economic enquiry and co-operative organisation. It is a
great pity that this elementary point has not been
realised till now by those who are in power. Even the
Special Officer for the Survey of Cottage Industries has
- neglected this aspect and the results of his survey are of
very little use either to the weavers or to the general
public as they do not have anything bearing upon the
economic and social conditions of the weavers. It is high
time that the Textile Experts and Governments should
realise the futility of their work as long as they do not
try to better the social and economic mode of life led
by the weavers and that the weavers need assistance not
only in working with better implements but also in
supplying themselves with cheaper capital more efficient

labour and commercial and Industrial organisation. It is
necessary that the Government should be carrying on
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commercial and industrial surveys of different centres of
weavnig and that these enquiries should be published.
Practical suggestions about improving the industrial and
commercial organisations, all possible information about-
the conditions of markets in- Mysore, the Nizams
Dominions, Bombay Presidency, Ceylon, Malay Straits,
Singapore, Penang, Kenya and Natal and all other places
to which Madras cloths are exported, and suggestions to
improve their business, should be systematically given
from month to mouth. Trade Commissioners in those
countries should be instructed tosend scientific and useful
reports upon the possibilities of pushingthe business of
the hand-loom weavers in all places.

The Industrial Exhibition held at Mangalore in 1920
and that held at Nandyal in 1921 have done much good and
such exhibitions should be held at least once & year in
every big centre of weaving. For instance, if such an ex-
hibition were to be held in Chirala, the exhibits of 6,000
looms of the place and 1,000 and more looms of the
neighbouring villages will be at . its disposal; and all the
people of the Taluk will gather to- buy them. A general
exhibition of all kinds of things is more sure to aftract
people and will result in greater sales for the weavers.
Thus, such an exhibition will serve two things: one to
_create a boom for the weavers, to encourage those skilled
‘workers who produce fine goods with a nice display of
artistic skill by giving them prizes, and secondly to
acquaint - the weavers with new - designs, new ways of
weaving, new - machinery and the representations
of the conditions of their markets- by cinematographic
displ%s. What is more the yarn and dye merchants of
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different places such as Bombay, Madura, Madras, and
Coimbatore will display their goods and the weavers will
then be able to realise the differences in prices and
qualities of goods and so decide which to buy and which
to use. Coilectors, the local members of Legislative
Councils and Governor should pay visits to morning and
evening Bazaars, should deliver speeches and thus make
the weaver and others realise how noble and important
the weaving profession is. A new kindling of professional
spirit is necessary and that is possii)le only when
responsible citizens take part in such exhibitions.

The Government has prepared the plans and esti-
mates for the establishment of a Wollen Spinning Mill,
to help the Ellore and Masulipatam carpet weavers who
have been suffering from the difficulties in securing
‘supplies of soft and even yarns. The endeavours of the
Government to interest Capitalists in the project failed,
because the Government 'was not prepared to give any
‘guarantee of a certain rate of interest on the capital
invested. We have already seen in the fifth chapter
that guaranteeing a certain rate of dividends is very
. necessary to encourage capitalists to start mills and
factories. We need only reiterate that argument in this
connection. KEven Mr. Amalsad who thinks that
“ Government intervention will not be conducive to its
commercial profit’” ! is of opinion that Government may
“ in conformity with the recommendations of the Indian
‘Industrial Commission advance the capital ‘required for
purchase of the machinery at a low rate of interest in

1 D, M, Amalsad, **Haad-loom Wegving in the Presidency.” P, 47.48.
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convenient and easy instalments. * Therefore some
kind of Governmental help is found to be a necessity by
all parties. But guaranteeing the dividend is the best
thing to do at present.

The last two objects of the government are just in
conformity with the recommendations of the Indian
Industrial Commission and if carried out, would be very
beneficial. The Government has already shown that it
means to do useful work, by assisting the Peddapuram
Somaraju Brothers in erecting their mill, and in
financing it.

1 Ibid. P, 48,



CHAPTER X.

THE FUTURE OF THE HANDLOOM WEAVERS.

Many people who have studied the decay of the
handloom weavers of England because of their inability
to stand before the competition of mills fear that the
handloom weavers of any country must also fare the same
fate. Even to-day there are many economists in India
who assert that the hand loom weavers of India must
some day disappear. But they overlook the fact thag
what resulted in England may not happen in India and
that conditions in India are different from those of
England.

First of all, the number of people supported by the
handloom weaving industry of the Madras Presidency has
not much changed in the last sixty years. ¥ There were
37¢, 561 men in 1871, 360,000 in 1881, 365, 112 in 1891,
383, 132 in 1901 and 368, 509 in 1911 snd according to
our estimate of the number of looms in the Presidency,
330,000 in 1921. Though it is true that the rumber of
actual (male) workers in this industry has not risen to
the same extent as the total population, the indusiry as a
whole has not yet shown any serious signs of decay.

Moveover the Indian mill industry has certain very
clear Jimits beyond which it is very difficult for it to

1, The Censan Report of Madras 1911. by Chatterton etc. p. 208,

71
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progress.in the next few decades. The general infficiency
of the capitalists and entrepreneurs, the unskilled chara-
ctor of the managerial staff, the lack of initiative in the
supervisors, the want of training in the workers and the
insufficiency of capital, internal and external economies
are some of the many serious drawbacks from which it is
suffering. The handloom weaving industry is able to make
a considerable amount of progress, in spite of many of its
serious defects, merely because it is not so much dependent
as its rival upon huge capital concerns and massive indu-
strial organisation and technique, hence while the produ-
ction of cloth by handlooms has increased by 62 per ceng
on the average during the decade 1917-18 to 1926-27 a8
against 3'8 per cent during 1896—97 to 1905-06, that by

- the mill industry has increased only by 2'8 per cent

in the recent period as against an increase of 10 per cent
in the previous period. That somehow the handloom
weaving industry has been able to show not too unsatis-
factory a record of progress is indicated by the fact that
while population in the whole of India has increased by
71 per centbetween 1901 and 1911 and by 12 per cent
between 1911 and 1921, the total production of cloth by
hand looms has increased by 38 per cent between 1896
and 1906 and by 6'2 per cent between 1917 and 1927."

The amount of yarn consumed by the handlooms
does not show any signs of serious diminution. The
average consumption of yarn per annum in the period
between 1910—21 was 59, 414, 500 1bs. while the maxi-
mum consumption in any year was only 65,636,000 lbs,
in 1911—12 and the minimum 47,979,000 Ibs,

1 ‘An interesting paper upoﬁ **The Hacdloom weaving Industry” by Mr. B. T. Kulem
the Mysore Economic Journal February 1929,
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in 1919-20. Though the mills in the Presidency were
able to produce nearly twice as much cloth in 1920-21 as
they did in 1910-11, they did not evidently encroach
upon the work of the handloom weavers. As a matter
“of fact the local mills produce cloths of very low and
medium counts in which very few weavers are interested-
“The Indian mill cloth is substituting the foreign impor-
ted cloth which has come down from 1932 million yards
in 1896-97 to 1728. milllion yards in 1926-27”. Inspite
of the increase in the total consumption of cloth by
Indians the imports of cotton cloth by sea have consi-
derably fallen from 1916—17 and the imports of foreign
goods by rail have also shown a serious tendency to
decrease. The imports of Indian cloth by rail have
increased enormously but mostly at the expense of the
foreign imports. '

The above examination shows the extraordinary
stability of the handloom weaving industry as a whole. l
There are several réasons for this. These hereditary
weavers are extraordinarily loyal to their caste
occupation and they do not like to leave their profession
however bad the conditions may be. It is largely true
that even those who give up weaving as a whole time
employment depend upon it for subsidiary employment,
People who have become peons, punkah-pullers and
clerks work one or two looms in their houses. Their
women-folk seek to make some money by doin, the pre-
paratory work for others. And they are found large
numbers in Salem and Conjivaram and Maduraing towns

Secondly weavers are not so wedded to one particular
cloth of one or more particular designs as is usually
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supposed and we have shown already how ready they are

to g0 from one make of cloth to another, from one design

to another, if 'only they are convinced that. a change
f would pay them better. It is this readiness to change
| the mode of work in weaving that is largely responsible
' for the real vitality of the industry.

‘Thirdly every centre of handloom weaving is speci-
- ally dependent upon one or two particular specialities of
- its own and upon the demand coming from a particular
centre or centres of consumption.. So the needs of such
centres of consumption are carefully studied, however
tardily it may be, and the demand is often too small to
tempt competitors.  Of late, competition among the
different centres is increasing but it is not alarming,
except in the case of rough cloth.

Fourthly the merchants of the consuming centres
are prevented by lethargy and loyalty from abandoning
their customary suppliers of customary places and so they
create a sort of stability of demand for the cloths of the

- handloom weavers.

Fifthly some of these handloom weaving centres
specialise in particular kinds of cloths which have not
yet been produced in the mills on a laige scale. Kiles and

- Head Rumals come into this category.

Sixthly some of themare engaged in producing cloths
with gold or silver thread interwoven which are called
“golid bordered cloths” or “lace goods”. Madura, Conji.
varam, Salem, Coimbatore,Madhavaram and Pullampettah
owe their continued prosperity to this manufacture.
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Seventhly most of them are engaged on the manufa-
cture of cloths of fine counts, ranging from 60 up to 150s.
And here the mills, though competing more and more
successfully are not able to supplant the hLandloom
weavers. Usually the sort of cloths produced by hand-
loom weavers are of local designs suited to the local
public and it does not pay the mills to produce them.
Mills can only compete with them indirecily.

Eighthly most of the handloom weavers depend upon
special demands coming from small |sections of péople in.
the country. It does nmot pay mills to cater for such'a
demand. These weavers use the same machinery for
most of these cloths of different designs and are ever ready
to change their work and so it does not cost them any-
thing to change from one mode of work to another. Such
‘special demand is of very great importance in India
where different castes have different standards and fashions
of clothing and people of the same caste have different
fashions in different parts of the country. '

Lastly the fashions in clothing do notin India change
so quickly, erratically and mechanically as they doin
England. It is the young women of suspicious
repute in the more prosperous deltaic districts ‘who
usually buy the novel kinds of cloths that come into
markets. Often the bulk of any caste .does not take
kindly to such changes and if it does, it sticks to a certain
cloth for a fairly long time. The women of the Ceded
Districts and the Vizagpatam and Ganjam Districts haye
shown little inclination to change their fashions in cloth-
ing. The Deccan women are now wearing "mostly the

mill-made cloths as they are generally poor and are obliged
72 i .
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to look to cheapness. But the Andhra Oriya ' women are
tenaciously loyal to the hand-made goods, It is the weavers
of the Northern Circars who have been hit to some
extent by the changes.in the fashions of clothing, But
even here there have come into existence many
compensating factors; for instance the increasing
-economio prosperity of the people has induced them to
go in for very fine and thin clbthing, in the manufacture
of which the hand-loom weavers fare fairly -well. The
mlddle aged and old women have no great objection tc
;adopt new fashions as long as those are not very different
from the: customary patterns .and designs and so the
Jdmpulse to change fashions 'has .created an automatis
-increase of demand for the weaver's work.

_But it is otherwise in the matter of men's apparel
The mjddle and the upper classes have shown an extra-
ordinary loyalty to the hand-loom weaver, tbough there
was & craze for Glasgow.mulls and grey-cloths called
‘gine’ for a while some 12 years ago. Indeed the
_tendency among them is to go in for thinner and thinner
-cloths with ever fresh designs and borders and here the
‘hand- weaver comes in with his special advantages.
Mahatma Gandhi's influence has also during the last
ten years increased the market for hand-waven cloth.
But the whole of the working class, men of every district
have completely taken to wearing. mill-made cloth,
_because of its cheapness. It was just from the field of
. producing rough cleths that weavers were mostly and go
-quickly - replaced by mills and it .was this dramatic

cha.;nge which made many economists exclaim that ha.nd-

"1’ wemen of the Gnn)nm and Vlngpntqm Disteicts
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loom weavers. must disappear some day ‘or-other: -As
long as Indians do not adopt the 'nation wide and
monotonous fashions of Europe, "the hand-loom weavers
will find their work remunerative. -

The same causes. which have been responsible for
the stable conditions prevailing in the hand-loom weaving
Industry as a whole will ensure its future prosperity.
The special demands of particalar sections of people will
-exist even if the caste system is abolished. But the casté
system has shown sufficient proof of its vitality o
weather the modern changes and to adapt itself.to'social
-evolution. So the special ‘demand resulting from -its
existence will “be very important. ‘The position of ‘a
hand-loom-weaver in -the munufacture of fine cloths is
not very vulnerable to the competition of the mills. The
‘manufacture of *solid bordered cloths,” silk eloths'and

‘petu’ bordered cloths is not subject to--any ‘great mill
competition. So if aided by modern-methods of organi-
sation and financing, there are “indeed brlght prospects
before the hand-loom weavers. ,

CONDITIONS FOR THE
SATISFACTORY SURVIVAL OF HANDLOOM.

‘Even if we are safe--in:assuming that the future
prospects of this <industry will not be: worse than. the
present situation it is open to-doubt whether this industry

" can afford to maintain the-weaverson a better 'standard
“of living, shorter hours of work and humanerconditions -
- of work. We have seen' in the last chapter 'that -an
average weaver is not-able to maintain any ~higher
standard of ‘living than that of one -on the :margin -of
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subsistence, It is no consolation to the workers and the
country if the same miserable conditions were to be the
only prospects for weavers in the future. But if the
following favourable conditions are created it is quite
probable that this industry can offer as good prospects of
full and wholesome life to the weavers as any other
industry can.

(1) The profits of the yarn merchants should be
v minimised by organising co-operative yarn purchasing
societies and by establishing co-operative spinning mills.
The proposed ‘weavers Bank’ should be ready to advance
money at lower rates of interest to ‘yarn merchants and
employers to enable them to buy yarn for cash at lower
rates from the mill owners themselves. Then the profits
made by Marwaries and others who sell yarn on credit
at higher rates than those charged by the manufacturers
and who charge exorbitant rates of interest to the
merchants and employers of the weaving centres, would
cease to deplete the profits of the industry.

(2) The quality and ability of the employers shouald
be raised by educating them in industrial and commercial
organisation. This can best be done by establishing a
branch of study in the weaving High Schools which are

.proposed later on, to teach the science of commercial
-and industrial. organisations. -The students who will
receive such education will enter the industry and
‘organise bigger factories with greater numbers of
workers and better machinery fhan the present inefficient
employers. They will then. be able to study the needs
and the psychology' of consumers- with more alertnes:
“and readiness than the present employers. They car
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take advantage of any suggestions given from time to
time by a ‘Government Weaving Information Bureau’
which is proposed later on, and organise their work in
such a way as to be ready with just the kind of cloth
that will sell well and readily. Still another result of
introducing such employers will be to increase the
earnings of individual weavers as the employers will each
expect to make less profit per worker, but considerably
more aggregate profit than the present employers. ’

(3) ‘Sizing Factories’ should be established in every
important centre of weaving on the lines sketched out by
Mr, Amalsad in his “Hand-loom Weaving Industry in
Madras Province.” Then the costs of sizing will be
considerably reduced and so the remuneration for
weaving will correspondingly increase. The sizing
machine, which is now being expermeénted may have to
be subjected to still further examination before it can be
_ introduced into general use. The results of the exper-
ments now being made in Mori East Godavari District,
are anxiously awaited by all. It may be quite true, as
Mr. Amalsad says, that the hand-loom weaving industry
can be placed even in a much stronger position nof only
to hold its own against mill- industry, but also win a
march over it. DBut the establishment and the progress
of such factories will largely depend upon the supply of
business ability in the managerial staff, which will again
result only when ‘the weavers High Schools’ are
established.

(4) Every weaving éentre should have a. ‘weaving
school’ in which elementary teaching in weaving would
be gi'\;gn. Every boy or girl who 1is expected to become
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a weaver should be encouraged to study in such
schools and unless such apprentices are considered to
have beconie efficient weavers, they should not be
allowed to enter the industry and earn full wages.

Children of 10 should be admitted into such schools,
for a period of 4 years. The age of the child should be
as low as that when beginning the study because weavers
do not like to keep their girls in the school after they
have reached the age of puberty.

The period of four years is in conformity with the
present practice of training available in many centres
and most parents will not have any objection to keeﬂ
their children so long in the school. In addition to the
training in the weaving schools, these children should beg

-educated compulsorily and freely in the elementary
-schools until they are fourteen and until they pass the
fifth standard~ General and technical training should
-thus go hand in hand in order to create fairly intelligent,|
well informed and efficient artisans. As for the work izﬁ_
the weaving school, drawing, kuitting and ta.ildring»;
should be taught in addition to accounting and Wea.vmv}
By the time such children leave the schools aud enten
the industry as workers, they should be in a position t&
understand the qualities of a design, the way to copy 1‘5@
and work with such designs. Then such weavers will bef
more ready to change the patterns aud designs witl
which they work than the present weavers who haw
not got the necessary flexibility of mind. Such student
:'m the elementary school of - weaving’ should not be pai
any wages. If it is considered ‘that "in most cases thei
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parents are unable to, maintain them so Jong, such
parents may be allowed in the last two years of training
to supply their own yarn and other things on which
their children may be allowed to work in the school
under the guidance of the teachers. This will ensure
that the parents will get some addition to their earnings
while their children learn their work.

(5) There should be established a ‘Weaving High
School’ for every two or three centres of Hand Loom
weaving. Students who are anxious to get higher
education in weaving, dyeing, printing or business
methods should be allowed to proceed to such schools
from the elementary weaving school. Haéh student
should be fed freely in the school and a little pocket
money should be given during the first two years of
apprenticeship according to the sutput of each student.
- In' this school, the science of designs, patterns, and
- machines should be taught to- those ‘who want to learn
weaving" specially. But they should also be given
elementary training in dyeing, printing, machinery and
business methods. Similar training should be given to
others who want to specialise in -any of these depart-
ments. Such ascheme of education will ensure that a
weaver, dyer, printer, weaving mechanic or an employer
has sufficient knowledge of other branches of his indus-
try so that he can relate his activities in the industry to
other branches of work. This high school course need
uot extend to more than four years as by that time the
students will be old enough ‘and sufficiently skilled to look
after themselves and to develop the industry on right
lincs. Moreover to keep them longer at school will cost
more than any public body can afford. During the Jast
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two years of his apprenticeship, any student who studies
any subject other than business methods should be paid
Rs 2 to 4 per month in addition to his food, according to
his output and skill. This will create an opportunity for
the students to learn the benefits of thrift, and to earn
enough to start on their own with some cdpital to their
credit.

(6) A Textile College situated in Bezwada, on the
lines of the Madras Textile Institute is necessary for the
Andhra Districts and another for the Tamil Districts,
located preferably in Madura, but amidst the weaving
quarters of the city. '

(7) Co-operative purchasing -and selling societies
should be organised among the weavers and such societies
should liberally and freely advance money by.the proposed
“Weaving bank” whose representatives should be allowed
to sit on the Boards of management of such societies,
Men who have had high school education in business
methods taught in the * Weaving Schools’ should be emp:
loyed as full-time managers of such societies so that they
could be run on the best possible commercial lines.

(8) The Government of Madras should establish 2
weaving commercial bureau, .possibly as a special branck
of the Department of Industries. Its work consists of
gathering information about the markets for the hand-
woven goods, the possible changes in the economic anc
social conditions of consumers, the new designs which
may possibly be introduced with benefit and the bettes
methods of work, better machinery and better organisa-
tion of the industry and publishing the information in
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the vernaculars to bring it to the notice of the weavers
employers and merchants. It should also carry on
investigations into the economic conditions of the weavers
and furnish the public sufficient information about their
standard of living. Two such bureaux should be estab-
lished, -one in Bezwada and another in Madura.

(9) An Expert in Economics and another in Co-ope-
ration need be employed by Government to make
periodical enquiries into the soundness of the economic
conditions of the weavers and their co-operative societies
respectively, They are expected to organise Better
Living societies and co-operative weavers’ purchase and
sale societies and banks. The Textile expert, Experts
in Co-operation and FEconomic Investigation and the
leaders of the weaving communities must co-operate with
one another in a whole hearted manner if the hand-loom
weaver 18 to look forward to a bright future.

(10) Permanent Emporiums for the exhibition of
the products of the hand-loom weaving Industries shall
be established in every important industrial as well as
commercial centre so that proper advertisement and
publicity can be gained for such products. Such em-
poriums situated in Vizagpatam, Rajahmundry, Bezwada,
Chirala, Bellary, Adoni, Madras, Madura, Salem, Conji-
varam, Bangalore, Coimbatore, will be able to render
jmmense service to this industry. These will also be the
centres from which knowledge of diffcrent kinds of
products produced by the weavers of different places can
_be diffused amongst the weavers. One or two such
institutions will 'not be enough to achieve these desi-

rable ends.
74
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(11). Trade commissioners must be appointed at every
important foreign market which takes a prominent
interest in the products of the Hand-loom weaving Indu-
stry. It shall be the duty of these Officers to regularly
report about the trade conditions in their respective .
markets and to indicate thelines along which'the campaign
to capture and retain such markets can be best run.
The information thus received from such officers should’
be distributed among the weavers through the publication
of monthly journals in all the principal vernaculars.
In view of the fact that this Additional administrative
machinery will be very costly, it is desirable if the
Government of India comes forward with an annual grant
or a percentage contribution to the provincial govern-
ment.

(12) Monthly Magazines shall be published in all
the vernaculars and distributed at less than cost price
amongst the weavers. The Emporiums, Weavers’ Schools,
High Schools and Colleges shall be supplied freely with
all the available information gathered by the investi~
gators appointed by Government.

(13) Annual Exhibitions for the products of this
industry shall be held in every District and the local
representatives of the people in the Council and Assembly
-shall deem it their duty to attend these KExhibitions,
present gifts to enterprising weavers and deliver
exhorting addresses. It is only when this aspect of the-
window dressing ‘of the industry is organised on the lines
of the British Industries Fair that there is any chance
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for this industry to make satisfactory progress. In fact
the same organisation can be utilised for the furtherence
of the interests of the other cottage industries.

(14) Women of the weaviug castes should be
induced to take to weaving as their sole occupation.
Women should be persuaded to devote all their time to
weaving and to give up the less remunerative preparatory
work and sizing. Weavers of Oravakonda, Bhattiprolu,
Pentapadu, Vizagpatam and Ganjam Districts and such
other places should gradually be induced to give up their
rough weaving and to take to fine weaving, Silk weaving
or lace work. '

(15). Sericulture and linen darning will be the most
paying and beneficial as they provide employment to the
old folk in a weaver’s family. There is a great demand
for silk cloths and it is sure to increase by leaps and
bounds as the prosperity of the people increases and the
number of silk weavers increases. As for linen work,
the Kammas, and Brahmins of the Northern Circars
have already begun totake afancy for linen manufactures
and there is a great demand for such things in America.
So if equipped with proper commercial organisations,
weavers will gain much by inducing their old women to
turn to such work. Thirdly tapestries have gone ouf of
fashion in the last twenty years, but if produced with
sufficient display of artistic skill, there is no doubt that
they will come again into fashion. There is a wave of
enthusiasm for art and artistic goods passing among the’
Andhras kindled and formed by the Non-Co-operation
Movement and if only weavers can take advantage of it,
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they can enrich themselves and beautify the homes of the
country. This is not a temporary zéal for art 1 and so
the introduction of this work on tapestries will provide
well paying work to many old folk of the weavers.

(16) We have reason o believe that there can éasi]y
be established twenty more cotton spinning mills in the
Presidency, all run by Hydro-electric power generated by
the various waterfalls, If the (forests of the Presidency
were exploited more -scientifically than at present, nearly
as many more mills could be cheaply run by wood fuel.
There is more than sufficient demand for the yarn pro-
duced by such mills, if only they could produce
yarn of 60s and higher counts. Even if they have
to produce. coarser yarn for some time, there is large
demand for such yarn coming from the weavers of
Ganjam, Vizagapatam and such other less advanced dist-
ricts. If such mills were established amidst villagess
they could provide Subsndmry employment to the rural
people and minimise their inevitable unemployment

1 Tae writer left India for England in October 1920 and
returned in J'nly 1223 and found that the influence of Mahatma
Gandhi, who was then in prison was very widespread and tended
to revolutionise the social habits and general conceptlons of life
‘of the people. The writer returned to India after two more
visits to England in June 1924, and January 1925, and visited
Bombay, Delhi, Calcutta and most parts of the Madras Presidency
and found that people everywhere exhibited signs of being perma-
nensly influenced by Mahatma Gandhi. Fashions in clothing,
decorations of huuses and manners of people have to a large extent
been re-orientalised. As a consequence, artists, poets, weavers and
other artisans are much more respected than before and people
demand Indian products.
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caused by agricultural seasons. If they are situated in
places close to weaving centres, many women and old folk
of weavers can find - employment, But they benefit more
through the increased prosperity of the rural public.

(17) Moreover many such mills could be established
by weavers’ Co-operative Societies and Local Boards, and
the Government might guarantee a certain rate of
interest. Weavers will then be able to subscribe half the
paid-up capital, while the rest is subscribed by the Boards
and public. The chief policy of such mills should be to
sell the yarn to the weavers at prices which cover only
a reasonable rate of interest and costs of production. With
the aid of the Madras State Aid to Industries Act, money
could be advanced at moderate rates of interest to many
smail employers who set up small factories after having

had training in the Elementary School or High School
for weaving, : '

(18) A special bank to finance the ‘weaving industry*
of the Andhra Districts should be establised. The"
Government should subscribe. half the capital, the rest
being called for from the public. On the Board of
"Directors of such a bank, the weavers and their employers
should be given as much representation as that allowed
for the Government, to see that the business of the bank

"is conducted primarily in the interests of the industry and
not solely for realising high dividends. This bank should
provide any employer or co-operative association or Local
Board -interested in weaving with financial help if satis-
factory evidence of prospective success of the proposed
enterprise is shown. The bank.should be represented
uppn7 5every corporate body which borrows from it and
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should be authorised to inspect the books of any employe
to satisty itself that its money is not wasted. For prece
dents, we have ‘The People’s Bank of Italy' similarl
. constituted. Another such bank should be establishe
for the Tamil Districts also. There need be no fear tha
Government may not be able to secure adequate funds &
finance such a bank, for a sum of nearly a crore of rupee
is always left in the coffers of the Madras Central Co-ope
rative Bank, not to speak of the occasional large hoarding
of mony in the hands of the various District Co- -operativ
Banks. All this money can be best'utilised in.financin
thjs weavers, Bank.

(19) 'Lastly, we have seen that everywhere th
Wa,ge-ba,sm of payment is the rule and that most of thl
weavers are unscrupulously exploited. To prevent sucl
exploitation, to ensure better wages and higher standar

“of living, a ‘ Trade Board' constituted on the lines of th
- ¢Trade Board’ for the tailoring industry of England i
necessary. ' For the whole of the Andhra Districts, o
¢ Trade Board’ should be established. Each big centre o
weaving should have a ‘Local Committee ’ correspondin;
to the English District committee to look after the specia
interests of the weavers of all the villages and towns tha
come within its jurisdiction. On the Board as well as o
the committee, all the parties shouid be represented; i.
the “appointed members” i e Govrnment nominees, capi
talist employers, Mungani employers of the Kurnool an
Cuddapah Districts and such other employers of othe
districts and the weavers who work on their own loom
and the coolies who are employed by Mungani employer

1 See:Appendix 1 on the Tailoring Trade Board.
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and such petty employers of Adoni and Oravakonda, Ellore
or other places in their workshops. The interests of the
Capitalist employers are "against those of his customers
who again try to exploit their workers in their own
workshops and others who have their own looms. So all
these parties should be equally represented.

'The duty of such Boards ‘should be to determine (1)
the minimum time rate for the coolies working in the
workshops of the employers, (2) the minimum piece-rate
for different kinds of cloths of different designs and of
different counts and the minimum time rate for all the -
workers, fixed on the understanding that the weavers
standard of living should never go down lower than that
of the weaver on the margin of subsistence. The first
rate can be fixed in relation to the number -of hours of
work allowed per day and the standard of our weaver on
the margin. The second rate can be fixed in relation to
the customary wage, minimum standard of living, the
estimate of the production of an average weaver and the
considerations of what the market will bear: '

The Local Committees should have authority to visit
the workshop or worker of any employer and t0 ascertain
whether the .same kind of cloth entered in the books of
the employer as being woven by his worker, is worked
upon, whether proper wages are paid or not and 5o on.

There should be appointed an inspector for each
centre, who is under the .direct control of the Loca]
Committee. He should be daily visiting workshops and
workers to see that the orders of the Trade Board are
carried out. To supervise the work of such inspectors,
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therc should be a supervisor for the whole of the Andhra
country. Such a big staff is necessary because there is
- often a great danger of the local officers getting bribed
and the employers trying successfully to evade the Board.

Every employer should be compelled to exhibit the
rules and ‘regu'la.tions passed, the rates fixed by the Board,
in & prominent part of his workshop. Every one of his
weavers and coolies should be supplied with a copy of
such regulations and rates in their respective vernaculars
Every employer should enter in his books what kind of
work was asked to be done by a weaver, how much yarn
was given, how much wage was promised and how much -
was paid. The weaver should, in his‘turn, have a card on
which all these particulars are entered. Whenever an
inspection is made, these entries would be. useful as
checks. o " :

STANDARD oF LIVING :—

(20) A study of the family budgets of the weavers
of these district discloses the fact that the weavers
spend much less money thanisreally needed and much less
than they can usually afford upon cereals and other kinds"
of food while they spend much more than they should
upon such items as tobacco, pansupari, festivities, ceremo-
nies, marriages and, last but not least, drink. Every one
of the weavers is anxious to put an appearance that he
and his family are well fed and he puts on sandalwood
(Gandham) profusely upon his forehead and shoulders so
as to show that he is very well fed. But unfortunately
he does not exhibit at least half as much anxiety
in increasing the total consuption of cereals or the
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varietyof things consumed. It is an irony of fate that
while the workers in the textile industry of HEngland
are anxious to prove that they are obliged ‘to
go without sufficient food. in order to make -the public
realize its respomsibility towards their industry, our
workers are making a pathetic attempt at an appearrance
of comfort and satisfaction even though they are suffering
from under-consumption and under-nourishment, thereby
letting the public sleep quietly in spite of the economic
slavery and the social degra.da.blon of most of the workers
in this mdustry

If we want the weavers in general to give up their
wasteful habits of expenditure, to abstain from drink and
the dispropertionate expenditure upon pansupari and
tobacco and to increase their consumption of such commo-
dities as dhal, ghee, buttermilk, vegetables and mutton
and if we desire that they should wear better clothing,
shave themselves more frequently and enjoy oil-baths, we
must institute a system by which honorary and official
workers are appointed to promote better and cleaner
living for every centre of handloom weaving. Without
such an organisation it is of no avail to think of raising
the earnings or wages of weavers because the real satis-
faction and the amount of national welfare resulting from
the expenditure of such money cannot be in any way
greater than at present. Just as Textile Superintendents
and textile experts are needed to effect technical improve-
ments ‘80 also social workers are needed to effect all
advantages of better living and better house-keeping. It
will be a good policy if the Government can decide in
" favour of encour.- aging, the. communal. organisations of
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handloom weavers to appoint honora,f’y -‘yorkefs, to
organize Better Living societies to popularise the results
obtained through the experiments made by the Textile
Department and to minimise the drink evils by giving
grants to such organisations at Rupees for every additional
rupee spent by the associations.”

Printed at the Tata Printing Works, Nidubrolu.
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