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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

GENERAL HISTORIES AND BIBLIOGRAPHIES 

-
The forthcoming Volume VIII of Tire Cambridge 

'listory of tire British Empire will probably supers~de 
the present standard histories of South Mrica, both 
in general narrative and in the comprehensive 
bibliographical sections. At the time of writing 
(1932), there. is S. Mendelssohn's South African 
Bibliography (2 vols., 1910), whilst the most useful 
single volume history is that of E. A. Walker (1928). 
The volumes of G. M. Theal and Sir George Cory 
suHer from lack of interpretative insight, and from 
a tendency to present the detailed annals, rather 
than the historical development, of South Africa. 
F. R. Cana's South Africa from tire Great Trek to tire 
Union (1909) is a useful guide for the general reader. 

SPECIAL SUBJECTS 

South African Pre-History is surveyed in the 
following works: J. P. Johnson: Stone Implements 
of South Africa (1908), and Tire Prehistoric Period in 
South Africa (1912); M. C. Burkitt: South Africa's 
Past in Stone and Paint (1928). On the Bushman 
paintings, reference may be made to the volume 
by H. M. Tongue (1909), and for the Zimbabwe 
ruins, to G. Caton-Thompson: Zimbabwe Culture 
(1931). 

Some of the more important works on the Native 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

Races, and on the history of Native Policy in South 
Africa are: 

G. W. Stow: The Native Races of South. Africa 
(1910) ; . S. M. Molema: The Bantu, Pa8l and Present 
(1920); C. G. Seligman: Races of Africa (Home 
University LIbrary, 1980); H. A. Stayt: The 
Baverula (1981); J. H. Soga: The Ama-Xosa: Life 
and Customs (1982); and E. H. BrookeS: Hjstory 
of Native Policy in South Africa (1924). 

Prof. W. M. Macmillan has written two important. 
books on the treatment of the "Coloured," and 
Native, peoples in- the first half of the nineteenth 
century, viz.: The Cape Colour Problem, and 
Bantu, Boer ana Briton (1927-9). See also J. du 
Plessis: Christian Missions in South Africa (1911). 
For the latest judgment on the Great Trek, the 
student may be referred to: A. F. Hattersley, in 
History, XVI, pp. 50-4. 

Special aspects of South African history are sur
veyed in the following works: G. W. Eybers: 
Select Constitutional. Documents· IUustrating South. 
African History 1795-1910 (1918); A. P. Newton: 
Select Documents relating to the Unification· of South. . 
Africa (1924); C, Headlam: The Milner Papers: 
South Africa (1981); The Times History of the War 
in South Africa (7 vols., 1900-9); E. H. Walton: 
Inner History of the National Convention (1912); 
and John Buchan: History of·tke South. African 
Forces in France (1920). 

A few biographies only can be mentioned. There 
are good lives of Piet Retief, by G. S. ·Preller; Sir 
George Grey, by G. C. Henderson; J. C.Molteno, 

. by P. A. Molteno; Sir B. Frere, by W. B. Worsfold ; 
Cecil Rhodes, by Basil Williams; and by J.~. 
McDonald; Jan Hofmeyr,. by J. H. HofIneyr.; 
Sir S. Jameson, by Ian Colvin; General Botha, 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

by Earl Buxton; and Lord de Villiers, by E. A. 
Walker. To these· may be added: Sir Harry . 
Smith's Autobiography (1903) and the Memoirs of 
Paul Kruger (2 voIs., 1902). 

MISCELLANEOUS WORKS 

An excellent Historical Atlas of South Africa has 
been produced by Prof. Walker. J. H. Hofmeyr's 
South Africa (1931) interprets the Union in a valuable 
and suggestive way. For Rhodesia, the student may 
refer to H. M. Hole: The Making of Rhodesia (1926). 
On the subject of social life, the general reader will 
find instruction in: A. P. Trotter: The Old, Cape 
Colony (1903); C. G. Botha: Social Life in the Cape 
Colony in the 18th Century (1927); D. Fairbridge: 
Letters from the Cape by Lady Duff Gordon (1927), and 
Historic Houses of South Africa (1922). 

The Van Riebeeck Society (Cape Town) reprints 
annually old books and documents relating to 
the historY of the Union, the majority with an 
English translation from the original Dutch or 
German. 

General Smuts's book Africa and Some World 
Problems (1930) throws light on the outlook of the 
South African Party leader oli many of South 
Africa's urgent problems. 

The standpoint of General Smuts has been 
criticized, and his conclusions challenged, by J. H. 
Oldham, in White and Black in Africa (1930). The 
student should also refer to J. S. Huxley, Africa 
View (1931). 

A somewhat disparaging, but provocative and 
stimulating view of Afrikaner ideals, is that of 
Leonard Barnes, in Caliban in Africa (1930). 

On the subject of the Afrikaans language and 
culture, the English reader may refer to the Union 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

Year Book, No. 8 (Recognition and Evolution of the 
Afrikaans Language, by J. J. Smith), and to an essay 
on Afrikaans in the National Life, by T. J. Haarhoff, 
in a volume of studies entitled Coming of Age (1980). 
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