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PREFACE 

T HIS book is the first part of a dissertation whi~h was 
submitted, in August 1928, to the Graduate Faculty of 

the University of Chicago (U.S.A.), Department of Old Testa
ment, in candidacy for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. 
Its pUblication has been made possible by the decision of the 
Faculty of the School of Oriental Studies of the American 
University, Cairo, Egypt, with which the author of this work 
has for some years been associated, to include the work as 
a monograph in its series of Oriental Studies. 

The second part of the dissertation, which. is not being 
published at the present time, for various reasons, consists 
of a translation into English of a work on the Islamic Cali
phate by 'Ali 'Abd al-Raz~, one of the younger and more 
liberal school of Egyptian writers of to-day. This work, pub
lished in 1925 under the title Al-Islam wa 'Ul}Ul al-1J,ukm 
('Islam and the Fundamentals of Authority'; sub-title: A 
Study oj the Caliphate and Government in Islam), aroused 
a furor of opposition in Egypt at the time of its pUblication 
by reason of its liberal views. What is the origin of these 
revolutionary views ? In particular, do they bear a~y relation, 
as might naturally be conjectured, to the modem reform 
movement in Egypt, inaugurated by ~ubammad 'Abduh, 
the late Grand Mufti of Egypt, who died in 1905? Or do they 
connect, rather, with the works of European scholars? The 
consideration of these and similar questions which naturally 
arise in connexion with a work like that of 'Ali 'Abd al-Raz~, 
led to the preparation of an introductory study to accompany 
the translation, in which an effort is made to set forth the 
origin and development of the modem reform movement, to 
estimate the extent of its influence, and to discover whether 
any relation exists between the ideas of Mu1;tammad 'Abduh 
and those of the author whose work was translated and other 
writers who, like him, belong to the modem Egyptian School. 
The form and contents of the introductory study are suffi
Ciently general, however, and of such general connexion with 
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the translation, that it can be published separately in the 
form in which it now appears. 

This study is offered by the author to the public with much 
diffidence; in the hope that scholars familiar with the field 
covered may find something of value in it, even though such 
European scholars as Goldziher, Horten, Hartmann and 
others, and such Egyptian scholars as Professor Mu~tafa 
'Abd al-RazilF, in collaboration with M. Bernard Michel, have 
preceded with studies in European languages concerning the 
work of Muhammad 'Abduh. I~.is not claimed for this work 
that it presents anything new, not heretofore discovered, with 
reference to the life and teachings of Mu1;tammad 'Abduh; 
although it may be said, with some show of justice, that it 
sets these forth with greater fullness than has been done here
tofore, and, in particular, that it gives some account of the 
later developments of the movement. In any case, there would 
seem to be room for a work in English on this subject. The 
author cherishes the hope, also, that a somewhat wider public 
of those who wish to follow the developments that are taking 
place in modem Islam and in the thought life of Islamic 
countries may find the work not without interest. 

The work is published practically as presented in disser
tation form; such changes only have been made as were 
necessary to take account of publications relating to the 
subject that have appeared since the work was written. 
Particular mention should be made of the admirable series of 
Studies in Oontemporary Arahie Literature, by Professor 
H. A. R. Gibb, reprinted from the Bulletin of the School of 
Oriental Studies, London; and the valuable biographical 
sketches in Leaders in Oontemporary Arahic Literature, by 
Tahir Khemiri and Professor Dr. G. Kampffmeyer, reprinted 
1930, from Die Welt des 1slams. The present writer has been 
gratified to find his own views confirmed at a number of 
points by these studies, and, in other instances, has received 
help from them which he gladly acknowledges. The recent 
publication of greatest concern,however, to a work dealing 
with Mu1;tammad 'Abduh, is volume i of the Tiirikh or 
'Biography of Mu1;tammad 'Abduh', by Mu1;tammad Rashid 
Ri~a.whichappearedin the latter months of 1931. Thislong-
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awaited volume by the chief disciple of 'Abduh, who has 
carried on his tradition, must remain the principal source of 
information regarding the life and work of the great Egyptian 
reformer. The second volume, containing 'Abduh's principal 
contributed articles and briefer works, and the third, contain
ing biographical and eulogistic accounts which appeared at 
the time of his death, were already available. But, until the 
appearance of the recent volume, the only biography of con
siderable length concerning him was that from the pen of 
Mu1}.ammad Rashid Riga. w~ch was printed in vol. viii (1905) 
of Al-Manar, the monthly joUrnal of the 'Abduh party. The 
volume which has just now appeared contains a wealth of 
incident and detail concerning events and persons; throws 
most interesting and valuable sidelights on modem Egyptian 
history; reveals inner details of the various intrigues, politic8.l 
or otherwise, in which 'Abduh was involved, sometimes as 
author but more frequently as victim-which is the principal 
reason why publication of the biography in its present form 
has been possible only in recent years; and, in short, would 
be considered, with its more. than one thousand pages, as the 
last and fullest source-book for a biography of Mu1}.ammad 
'AbdUh, were not the publication of a supplementary 
volume promised, containing additional documentary ma
terial. But a comparison of the recent volume with the earlier 
and briefer biography reveals that the main outlines of the 
'Life', even down to the more important details, remain the 
same; so that little rewriting of the present study has been 
necessitated by the appearance of the larger biography. Page 
references to the new volume have been added in the foot
notes for the most important facts and statements; but in 
many instances references to the earlier biography have been 
considered sufficient. 

The footnotes, citing supporting authorities or making 
explanatory comments, have been retained for the sake' of 
those who may wish to verify statements or views expressed. 
The general reader who is not concerned about authorities 

-and to whom 3. system of footnotes is distracting, will find 
that these footnotes can, for the most part, be safely dis
regarded. 
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With reference to· the ever-troublesome question of the 

transliteration of Arabic words, it has seemed best to make 
use of all the diacritical marks necessary to indicate the 
Arabic characters, and the length-marks above words to 
indicate the long vowels, even in words such as Mul;tammad, 
Islam, }5:ur'an, &c., that may be regarded as having attained 
a common, anglicized form; omitting, however, any mark 
to indicate that the two English letters kh, gh, &c., in such 
words as khalIfah, al-Ghazzali, &c., represent one Arabic 
letter, in order to avoid multiplying signs where the value of 
the letters will be sufficiently evident to those who are familiar 
with Arabic. In fact, all the diacritical marks will have 
meaning only for those who know the Arabic characters; and 
to them the system of transliteration used will be apparent 
without further explanation. For those who do not know 
the Arabic characters, the diacritical marks will add nothing; 
and it is hoped, on the other hand, that they will not unduly 
inconvenience the reader. 

The author makes respectful and grateful acknowledge
ment of the debt which he owes to his honoured teacher, 
Martin Sprengling, Ph.D., Professor of Semitic Languages 
and Literatures at the University. of Chicago, under whose 
tuition and direction this work was prepared. His wide 
acquaintance with the field of Arabic and Islamics, his under
standing of the critical questions which arise in connexion 
with such a study, his sympathetic guidance and painstaking 
assistance over a long period of study, made him an admirable 
counsellor and gave weight to his suggestions and advice. 
The writer therefore gladly acknowledges his great indebted
ness to him, at the same time insisting that any defects 
which, it is feared, will be only too evident in this work, will 
be due only to the student and not to the teacher. To his 
colleagues in the School of Oriental Studies, the Rev. E. E. 
Elder, Ph.D., D.D., and the Rev. A. Jeffery, M.A., Ph.D., the 
author also expresses his hearty thanks for timely assistance 
in numerous ways during the preparation of this work and for 
encouragement and advice in connexion with its publication. 

OAmo, C. C. ADAMS. 
April,1932. 
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APPENDIX 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

THE following works, in addition to those referred to in the foot
notes, have been consulted. Abbreviations are noted for those 
works that are most frequently referred to in the text. 

A. WORKS ABOUT JAMAL AL-DIN AL-AFGHANI 

Pers. Rev. The Per8ian Revolution, E. G. Browne, 1909, biography 
in Chapter I. . 

Enc. 18liim. Encyclopedia of 18liim, article 'Djamal aI-Din al
Afghiini' by Goldziher-with bibliography. 

History of Arabic Journalism (' T8.rikh al-~al;tii.fah al-'arabiyyah '), 
by Vicomte Filib di Tarazi, Bairiit, Al-Adabiyyah Press, 1913, 
pp.293-9. 

Mashiihir. Eastern Celebrities (,Mashahir al-sharl~'), by Jirji 
Zaidan, vol. ii, pp. 52-61. This account is reproduced from the 
Arabic periodical Al-Hiliil, April 1, 1897. The same account 
appears also as the introduction to the Arabic translation of 
Jamal's work, Refutation of the Materiali8ts (' Al-radd 'alii. al
dahriyyin'), 1925 edition, Cairo. Other editions contain dif
ferent biographies. 

Al-'Urwah al-Wuth(cah, latest edition, Cairo, 1346/1928, biography 
of Jamal by M~tafa 'Abd al-Raz~, pp. 1-14. 

Predestination (' Al-~(ia wa al-lFadar'), by Jamal, brief biography 
in introduction. Cairo, no date. 

Al-Manar, vols. i-xxviii, frequent references. Articles by Jamal. 
Riographies of Mul;tammad 'Abduh all give some account of Jamal. 

See below. 

B. WORKS ABOUT MUJ;lAMMAD 'ABDUH 

Koranauslegung. Die Richtungen der Islami8chen Koranauslegung 
Goldziher, pp. 320-70. Deals with 'Abduh's interpretation of 
the ~ur'an but contains also a valuable summary of his ideas. 

Reitrage. Muhammad Abduh: sein Leben und 8eine theologi8Ch
philosophische Gedankenwelt, Horten, in Reitrage zur Kenntniss 
des Orients, vol. xiii, 1915, pp. 85-114, on biography; vol. xiv, 
1916, pp. 74-128, on doctrine. 

Michel, Risiilah. Cheikh Mohammed Abdou: Ri88alat al Tawhid 
B; Michel et Ie Cheikh Moustapha Abdel Razik, Paris, 1925: 
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Translation into French of 'Abduh's work on theology. The 
Introduction, pp. ix-lxxxv, contains a valuable account of his 
life and doctrin~. 

AI-Manar, vol. viii, ~905, by index, biography by Muhammad 
Rashid Ri~a. All the volumes contain articles by Muhammad 
'Abduh, references to his life, doctrines, &c. 

Parikh. Parikh al-ustiUh aI-imam aI-shaikh M ulJ,ammad 'Abduh, 
biography by Muhammad Rashid Ri~a, in three volumes. Vol. 
ii, containing his principal articles and briefer works, collected 
from various sources, was published 1908. Vol. iii, containing 
biographical and eulogistic accounts which appeared at the time 
of his death, letters and telegrams of condolence, &c., published 
on the fifth anniversary of his death, 1910. Later editions. 
Vol. i, pp. n34, containing full biography, published latter 
part of 1931. AI-Manu Press, Cairo. 

M ashiihir, vol. i, pp. 281 sq q. The same account appears in History 
01 Arabie Journalism, pp. 287-93. 

Printed Report. Al-ilJ,tilal bi ihya dhikra al-ustiUh aI-imam al
shaikh M u1)ammad 'A.bduh, printed report of addresses on 
occasion of seventeenth anniversary of 'Abduh's death, July n, 
1922. On biography of 'Abduh, pp. 10-28, by MUlilWa 'Abd 
al-Ra.z*. Same in AI-Manar, xxiii. 520-30. 

Weekly SiyiiBah, June 4,1927, article by MUl?tafa 'Abd al-R~. 
AI-' Urwah al-W uth1;ah, Cairo, 1346/1928, pp. 15-22, biography of 

'Abduh, by MUl?Wa 'Abd al-Ra.z*. 
L'Islam: Croyances et Institutions, H. Lammens, Bairiit, 1926, 

pp. 223 sqq. and 229-34, brief discussion of Modernism in Egypt 
and the work of Muhammad ~Abduh and Al-Manar. 

Secret History 01 Egypt, W. S. Blunt, London, 1907, New York, 
1922, for 'Abduh's relation to the 'Arabi Rebellion. 

Modern Egypt, Cromer, vol. ii, pp. 179-81, for Cromer's estimate 
of 'Abduh. 

Le8 Penseurs de l'Islam, Baron Carra de Vaux, Paris, 1926, vol.-v, 
'Lea sectes-Le Liberalisme Moderne', pp. 254-67, brief bio
graphyof 'Abduh, his reforms in the Azhar, and his controversy 
with M. Hanotaux. In the same volume: QIl Shaikh Tantawi 
Jawhari, pp. 275-84; on MUl?tafa Kamil Pasha and Egyptian 
Nationalism, pp. 285-96; on Sa'ad Pasha Zaghliil and recent 
political developments in which he was concerned, pp. 296-
306. 

Gibb, Studie8 in Contemporary Arabic Literature. Three studies by 
H. A. R. Gibb, reprinted from the Bulletin of the School of 
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Oriental Studies, London Institution, 1928-30. I. The Nine
teenth Century. II. Manfaliiti and the 'New Style'. ill. 
Egyptian Modernists. Valuable account 9f the development 
of modem Arabic literature and characterizations of some of 
the leading writers. DiscU88ion of Mu1;lammad 'Abduh and his 
influence. . 

Khemiri, Leader8 in Contemporary Arabic Literature, Tahir 
Khemiri and Professor Dr. G. Kampffmeyer, 1930, biographical 
sketches of some of the leading writers, their works and their 
views. Very useful. 

C. THE LITERARY WORKS OF MUJ;£AMMAD 'ABDUH 

The principal works of Mu1;lammad 'Abduh have been mentioned 
in the preceding pages but for the sake of convenience are re
capitulated here. A list of his writings in approximate chrono
logical order is given in Al-Manar, vol. viii, p. 492. Lists are 
found also in the Introduction to the French translation of 
RiBiilat al-tawllid by M. Michel and Shaikh M~tafa 'Abd al
~, pp.lxxxvii,lxxxviii, and in Professor M. Horten's account 
of the life and teachings of Mu1;lammad 'Abduh in Beitriige zur 
KenmniB8 des Orients, vol. xiv, pp. 83-5. The latter list is'not 
complete as it mentions only the works which were utilized by 
the writer in compiling his review of the ideas of Mu1;lammad 
'Abduh. The list of M, Michel is mainly followed in the list given 
here as it is practically complete, with the exception of one or 
two items included below. 
I. RiBiilat al-wiiridiit, 'Treatise consisting of Mystic Inspirations'. 

Cairo, 1290/1874, reprinted in Parikh al-U8tiidh al-lmiim, 
vol. ii, pp. 1-25. Cf. above, pp, 40-41. 

2. QiiBhiyah 'alii, Sharll al-Dawiini li al-'a~'id al-'ArJtuliyyah, 'Col
lection of glosses on "The Commentary of AI-Dawam on 
AI-'A~ud's work on The Articles of Belief"'. Cairo, 1292/1876, 
reprinted Cairo, 1322/1904. Cf. above, p. 41. 

3. AZ-radd 'alii, al-dahriyyin, 'Reply to the Materialists', trans
lation from the Persian into Arabic of the work of AI-Sayyid 
Jamal aI-Din al-Mghani. 1st edition, Bairiit, 1303/1886, 2nd 
edition, Cairo, 1312/1895, reprinted several times, the most 
recent 1344/1925. It contains a brief biography of Jamal al
Din, reprinted from the magazine Al-Hiliil, which is the same 
as that which appears in MaBhiihir al-8harl;, vol. ii, pp. 5~1. 
Cf. above, p. 15, n. 1. 

4. 8harll Mhj al-ba:liUjhah, 'Commentary on "The Highway of 
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Eloquence"', a work on rhetoric. Of. above, p. 65, n. 2. 
1st edition, Bairiit, 1302/1885, reprinted several times at 
Cairo. 

5. SOOrl}, ~1tiimiit Bad/i' al-zamiin al-Hamadhiini, 'Commentary 
on "The Assemblies" of Badi' aI-zaman al-Hamadharu'. Of. 
above, p. 65, n. 3. Bairiit, 1306/1889. 

6. Risiilat al-taw1!id, 'Treatise on the Unity of God', a work on 
theology. 1st edition, Cairo, 1315/1897, 2nd edition, with notes 
by Mubammad Rashid Rida, 1326/1908. Further notes were' ' 
added in later editions. The 5th edition, Cairo, 1346/1926-7, 
was carefully revised and further notes added. Of. above, 
p. 76, n. 3. 

7. SOOr1! Kitiib al-ba~ii'ir al-Nw;airiyyah /i 'ilm al-manfi~ ~ni/ 
al-l;iiQ,i al-Ziihid Zain al-Din 'Umar ibn Sahliin al-Sawi, 'Com. 
mentary on "Results of Reflective Insight in the Science of 
Logic attributed to Nu~air" by Al-~a<;li Zain aI-din'. Edited 
for the first time and commented on by Mubammad 'Abduh. 
Cairo, 1316/1898. 

8. Tal;rir /i ~lii1! al-ma1!ii,kim al-sOOr'iyyah, 'Report on Reform of 
the Shari'ah Courts'. Cairo, 1318/1900. It appears also in 
Al-Maniir, vol. ii. Of. above, p. 81, n. 6. 

9. Al-1sliim wa al-radd 'alii muntal;idih, 'Islam and the Reply to 
its Critics'. A series of articles which appeared in 1900 in the 
newspaper Al-Mu'ayyad in reply to articles by M. Hanotaux: 
which appeared in Le Journal de Paris. Cf. above, pp. 86 sqq. 
Translated into French by M. Tala'at Bey }):arb and published 
under the title, L'Europe et l'lsliim, Cairo, 1905. Collected and' 
published in Arabic under the above title, together with a. 
number of other articles by Mubammad 'Abduh and others, 
1327/1909. Cf. above, p. 89, n. 1. Reprinted since, most 
recently 1343/1924, 1925. 

10. Al-1sliim wa al-N~iiniyyah ma' al-'11m wa al-Madaniyyah, 
'Islam and Christianity and their Respective Attitudes towards 
Learning and Civilization '. A series of articles which appeared 
first in Al-Maniir, 1901, in reply to articles in the magazine 
Al-Jami'ah, by Farab Antiin. Printed separately, Cairo, 
1320/1902. Reprinted since, 3rd edition, 1341/1922, 1923. 
Cf. above, p. 90, n. 1. 

11. Al-1I1ukha~~a~, a work on Arabic philology, by Ibn Sidah, in 
17 volumes. Edited by Mubammad 'Abduh, with the help of 
Shaikh Mul;lammad al-Shan~ti and others, Cairo, 1316/1896 
onwards. Mubammad 'Abduh also edited Asrar al-baliighah 
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and Dalii'il al-i'jaz, by 'Abd al-l):ahir al-Jurjani. Cf. above, 
p. 85, nn. 6 and 8. 

12. Tafsir surat al-fatilJ,ah, 'Commentary on the first chapter of 
the l):ur'an', entitled Al-fatilJ,ah. Cairo, 1323/1905, 2nd edition, 
1330/1911. 

13. Tafsir surat al-'a§r, 'Commentary on Chapter 103 of the 
l):ur'an', entitled Al-'a§r (' The Mternoon '). Printed first in 
Al-Manar. Printed separately, Cairo, 1321/1903, reprinted 
since. 

14. Tafsir juz' 'amma, Commentary on the last thirty-seven 
chapters of the l):ur'an, 78 to 114 inclusive. Printed first in 
Al-Manar. Printed separately, Cairo, 1322/1904. 

15. Tafsir al-Kur'an al-lJ,akim, 'Commentary on the l):ur'an', 
otherwise known as Tafsir al-Manar ('The Manar Com
mentary'). Cf. above, p. 76, n. 3. This Commentary was to 
have embraced the whole l):ur'an but was carried during 
Mul;tammad 'Abduh's lifetime only as far as Chapter 4, verse 125 
(Surat al-nisa). It has since been carried by Muhammad 
Rashid RiQ.a as far as Surat al-tawbah, Chapter 9, verse 93. 
Ten volumes have thus far appeared, the last printed 1350/1931. 
Vol. 1, which as first printed was not uniform in style with 
later volumes, has been finally revised and enlarged to agree 
with them and has appeared November, 1927. 

In addition to the above works which were published, Muham
mad Rashid RiQ.a mentions in his list a number of wo.rks 
written by Muhammad 'Abduh but never published. They are 
as follows: 
16. RisalahfiwalJ,datal-wujud, 'Treatise on the UnityofExistence'. 

Of. above, p. 41, n. 1. 
17. Tarikh Isma'il Basha, 'History of (the Khedive) Isma'il 

Pasha'. Muhammad Rashid RiQ.a says that he had been told 
that Muhammad 'Abduh had written such a history but the 
work was unknown to him. Al-Manar, viii. 492. 

18. Falsafat al-ijtima' wa al-tarikh, 'Philosophy of Society and 
History'. This work embodied his lectures on the' Prolegomena' 
of Ibn Khaldiin which were delivered in the Dar al- 'Uliim, 
1878-9. The manuscript was lost when he was removed from 
the school and compelled by the Khedive to retire to his village. 
Cf. above, p. 46. 

19. Ni?fi,m al-tarbiyah al-Mi§riyyah, 'The System of Education in 
Egypt'. 

20. Tarikh asbab al-thawrah al-'Arabiyyah, 'History of the Causes 
T 
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of the 'Arabi Rebellion'. This was not completed. Part of it is 
given in Tarikh, i. 159 sqq. 

Account has been given in chapters II-IV of the numerous 
articles contributed by Muhammad 'Abduh to Al-Ahram and 
Al-Wa~a'i' al-Mi{lriyyah ('Journal Officiel'), cf. pp. 37 sqq., and 
49 sqq.; to Al-'Urwah al-WutMah, cf. pp. 58 sqq.; to Tkamariit 
al-Junun of Bairiit, cf. p. 65, n. 4; to Al-Mu'ayyad and Al-Maniir, 
cf. pp. ·87 sqq., and 89 sqq. The most important of these 
articles have been collected and published by Muhammad Rashid 
Rida in vol. ii of his biography of Muhammad 'Abduh, Tarikh 
al-U8tiidh al-lmiim. 
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Kafrawi 'ala al-Ajurriimiyyah' 
aZ-'A{cii'id al-'Aif.udiyyah, 41 
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Aryan, civilize.tion, contrasted with 

Se~tic, 86, 87, 88 
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al-Dawam, Al-JaliiJ, 41 
Delegation, Egyptian, 227, 228 
Deloncle, 221 
Deecartes, 258 
Deemoulins, 213 
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al-ll},ya, 179 • 
al-Iji, see 'A4ud aI-Din aI-Iji 
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Kraemer, R., 102 
J):ur'in, the: anticipated modern 
astronomy, 241; centre of studies 
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