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PltEFAO.EL 

THE WORK OF THE SURVEY OF INDIA. 

The departmenl is primarily responaibl. lor all topographical ",,"<:va and 
e.r.p:loratioDB, and far the maintenance of geographical waps of the greater pan 

. 01 Soulhern Asia. Also for geodelic work, which includes :-the main lrigono. 
metrical framework, extending in some casel far beyond tbe frontiers of India. 
o.nd control networks of precise levelling based on lidol observalories; \idol 
prediction. and tbe publicalion of Tide Tabl.. for nearly 40 poria between 
SlteZ and Singapore;. the Magnetic Survey; nstronomica.lt seismographic, and 
m8~eorologieal observatories at Debra Dun; and geodenc investigations of an 
internation.l cbaracHr, in regard to 'whioh India enjoy. a unique position 
b.tween the greatesl highlands of Ibe world and a deep oeean ."tending to tbe 
Anlarelic. Indian geode.y ha. thus diaclosed by lar the largest known ano· 
lDalies 01 gravitational allmolion in th. eartb's crust, and tb ... have led to 
some of tho mOBt "important developments of modern geodetic research, whilst 
tbe Great Trigonomelrical Survey of India enjoys an international reputa\ion 
o.s 0. very valuable contribution to esthnates of the size and figure of the earth. 
Tho calcum.ions of ILBlronomy and lOme important data in physico depend 
ultima.tely on these terrestrial measurements. -

In the past the d.partment has also aarried ont the original large.lcele 
revenue surveys for most of India, a.nd was still conducting this work for 
Central and Easlern India and Burma up 10 1906, when all revenue surveyo 
were handed Oyer to tbe Provinces concerned, together with officers and staff 
as .required, in order to concentrate the energies of the department on a 
complete new series of modem topograpbical maps on the oeale of 1 inob to 
1 mile. 11 was hoped to eomplete tbis seri.s by 1980, but owing to retrench· 
ment and the war little more than hall has been. done up to date, in spits of 
the reduction of the scale of survey for less important areas. Thus, although 
ne,y olll'\'eye covering an ....... about ~uel to thAt of EnglaDd are carried ont 
.,·o'·y year, Ihe maps of hall tho country are 8till very old aDd only kept up 
'0 date roughly by means of rather perfunclory information supplied by local 
officials; tho old ma.ps are also about 2 luiles out of position, being based on 
a longitude e>1 Madras determined in 1815. 

Boundary surveys and records of international, state, and provincial 
frontiers ha\'e always formed an impOrtant item of topographieal ,,"ork; and 
in recent years there ha.s been considerable progress in the preparation of 
Guide Maps for importanl eiliea and military stationo, where the one·inch 
scale is quite ina.cieql.lBte . 

• ltifcellmltro111, \Vhile expending on topographical and geodetic w~rk all 
.funds allotcd by Imperial Revenues. the departlUent is steadily deyeJoplDg the 
policy of a.iding local 8Ul\·eys in ,'arious wayR, on payment by \hose concerned. 
These miscellaneous opera.tions inchule: all forest and cantonment surveys: 
many rh'cmin, irrigation, railway, and city 8Ul"Vey&, and surveys of tea 
gardens, mining areas, &c., with a great deal of control lel'eIling for the same; 
administrative assist.nce and o:Oicers are also given in aid of the revenue 
surveys of various Provinces and States. The Printing offices do much ,,:ork 
for other Govemmen~ departments, such as printing special maps. illu.tra~l~nA 
for Aroheological Reports, 0.11 diagrams for Patents, &c. The Mathematical 
Ina'mlDcn' Office give •. valuable aid 10 all Governmon! d.p.~tments br e0B1;'r· 
ing " bigb standard of instrumental equipment, ... poctal~ JD COD~ecItOD wttb 
oplical work, and by the manlllaclllre and repall' of hlgh·cl .... · matrulD.nt. 
which wonld otberwise h..... '" be imporlsd fI-om Abroad. 



Milila.", tI.. !rhe deparImonl is also respoDBibIe fM aIlllllrYey operatioDs 
required by &be Army ..... d has been rapiclly developing _rea &0 meel lhe 
..... lly iDcreaoecI oomplesily of modem mililary roquiremenla, eapeeially in 
cODnocUoD with air lU"ey. In view of its ~igh military importance, air 
larvey work for vanoul 'civil purposes is receiving all possible enoourage· 
IDenl and .. ailtanoe, while the lateat methods of atereo.photography are being 
studied e.porimentaJJy • 

.AtlI ....... lraHon is by the Surveyor General under the. Eduoation, Health 
and Landa Departmenl of the Government of India. The Headquarters 08loe 
is .$ Calcutta under tbo Assistant Surveyor Generll.1, and there are seven 
Dinoto ... One for each of tho five Survey eireles into which th.country is 
divided. one for the Geodelic Bronoh at Dehra Dun. MId one for the Map 
Publioation and olher teohnioal offic •• at Calcutla. . . . 



ERRATA. 

Survey of. India 
General Report, 1006-1927 . 

.. 1. Page 9,para. S-
Under column' "1925-26" against the. entry "Gross actual cost" 

8'l£bstitute Ra. "54,11,135" for Rs. "64,11,135 ". 
2. Page SO-
Under columns 11 and 12 delete the word·"Acres" and enter the 

words ,iSquare miles". 
3. PageS9- . 
Delete the entries against No.6 Party and 6'11t67' the followiDg, under 

columns 1; 2, 5, 6 and 11:- ' 

1 2 8 4 6 6 7 'S' t 10 11 12 18 
- - - -- - - - - -

Sq uare mil ••• AcI ... 
No.6. Central Provinces ... ... 84 98 ... ... . .. ... 48 .., 

'" and RyderAbiid. 
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