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Simla, I·ndia. 

Sm, 
I am directed to forward herewith for the information of the 

Government of India tlie report prepared by the Indian Trade 
Commissioner in London on the work of his Department during 
the year which ended on the 31st March, 1935. 

2. The report contains an instructive analysis of trade 
developments within the group of countries whose currencies are 
on a sterling basis as compared with those in the countries 
included in the· "gold bloc." Two interesting conclusions emerge 
from this examination :-

(1) The British Empire and the other countries in the sterling 
group have during the year relatively improved their 
trade position in the United Kingdom market, and 

(2) the rl!c!>v!li'Y has, generally speaking, been more rapid 
in this group. · 

3. Some effects of the Tea and Rubber Regulation schemes are 
briefly described in the report. Sir B. N. Mitra is gratified to 
n_ote that as a result of the representation made on beha'lf of 
India to the International Rubber Regulation Committee, the 
quotas originally allotted to India and Burma have been increased. 

4. The report does not attempt to analyse the results of the 
Ottawa Agreement, the working of which has lieen tlie subject 
of a detailed examination in India by the Director General of 
Commercial Intelligence and also by a committee of the Indian 
Legislatures. The main features of the export trade with the 
United Kingdom during the year were an increase in the suppiies 
of both long and short staple cotton and of tea and a decline in 
respect of coffee, unmanufactured tobacco, oilseeds and raw jute. 
Indian rice suffered considerably owing to Spanish competition, 
but, as a result of representations made by India, the duty on 
imported non-Empire paddy has been raised, with a view to 
enabling India to derive the full benefit expected from this 
concessio!l UJider the Ottawa Agreement. 



5. The report includes as usual chapte~s _on -!l'imber, Lac, 
Minerals. and Publicity; -written by the special officers attached 
to the De_p_art~ent._ ~ea~ __ continues to. be th~ main timbe1· 
imported, and the· principal decorative t1mbers 1n demand are 
Indian Silver-greywood and Indian LaureL Considerable progress 
is recorded in regard to research work on the application of lac 
products in industry. The Department took part in 16 trade 
exhibitions, as against 9 in the previous year, and the_ number 
of trade enquiries at exhibitions rose from ·670 in: 1933-34 to 820 
in 1934-35, the main articles which attracted attention being 
rice, chutneys, curry powder, carpets, leather, skins, sports ~ds 
and jute webbing. -.. __ . 

6. An important development in regard to the organisation 
of the Trade Department was the opening of the Milan office under 
a separate Trade Commissioner, Mr. M. R. Ahuja. 

Sir Harry Lindsay retired from the p9st o:f Indian Trade 
Commissioner on the _30th September, 19~4, after ;holding this 
office for more than 11 years. Sir B. N. Mitra wishes to take 
this opportunity of placing on record his "iiigh appreciation of 
the ability and zeal with which Sir Ha1;ry performed his duties 
and o:f his constant solicitude ·in regard to the interests of Indian 
trade. · · · · 

I have the honour t<> be, Sir, 

Your most obedient :Servant, 

B. RAMA RAU, 
Deputy High Commissioner. 
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REPORT OF THE WORK OF THE INDIAN TRADE 

COMMISSIONER, LONDON, 1934-1935. 

INTRODUCTION. 

'fhe object of this report i.; two-fold-(1) to take stock of 
such economic and other conditions and events during the year 
1934-35 in the United Kingdom and India as afiect the trade 
between the two countries, with a passing reference to similar 
conditions and events, of more than local importance, in European 
countries, and (2) to keep the genera;} public in the United 
Kingdom and India informed of the principal activities of the 
Indian Trade Commissioner, London. 

The Indian Trade Commissioner, London, qua Trade Com
missioner, deals with all enquiries connected with the export 
trade from India to the United Kingdom; but as Secretary to 
the High Commissioner in the Trade Department he is also in 
touch with the work of the Indian Government Trade Com
missioners in Hamburg and Milan, who look after the similar 
trade matters affecting India in Northern and Southern Europe 
respectively. It may be noted here that the Milan office was 
opened on the 1st February, 1935, and it should now be possible 
to deal more effectively and expeditiously with enquiries that 
arise in Southern Europe connected with Indian trade. 

Sir Harry Lindsay worked as Indian Trade Commissioner to 
the 30th September, 1934, when he retired from the post to take 
up his new duties as Director of the Imperial Institute. He 
was appointed Indian Trade Commissioner on the 1st February, 
1923, and, except for short interva,is which he spent in India and 
the United States of America on official work, continued in that 
post for over eleven years. Mr. Y. N. Sukthankar, Deputy 
Trade Commissioner, London, officiated as Indian Trade Com
missioner from 1st October, 1934, to the 17th January, 1936. I 
took over charge as Indian Trade Commissioner on the 17th· J anu
ary, 1936. Mr. M. R. Ahuja officiated as Deputy Trade Com
missioner from the 1st October, 1934, to the 16th January, 1935, 
when he proceeded to Milan to open the new office of the Indian 
Government Trade Commissioner there. Sir Hugh Watson acted 
as Timber Adviser to the High Commissioner throughout the 
year ; Mr .. Tipper . as Minerals Adviser and Mr. Gibson as Special 
Officer, Shellac Enquiry. Mr. B. D. Asli, the Indian Trade 
Publicity Officer who has charge of the Publicity Section of the 
Trade Department, proceeded to Ottawa 9n the· 2nd August, 1934, 
in· connection with the Toronto Exhibition and returned to 
London on . the 22nd Septembe1·, 1934. Detailed information 
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regarding this Exhibition will be found in the quarterly Report 
ror the quarter ending September, 1934. _ . 

As has been explained in previous reports, t~e w01·k ?f this 
office falls under three main heads: -Commercial Intelligence, 
Commercial Publicity and Commercial Committees. :~he term 
Commercial Intelligence covers not onl! trade e~qmne~ from 
Indian exporters seeking to extend their connections with the 
United Kingdom and America, and from -importers in thos.e areas 
desiring to import Indian goods, but also correspondence With and 
services rendered to official, semi-official or unofficial bodies in 
India. These services include research woi'k .. unaertaken· on 
behhlf of the Imperial Council of Agricultural, Resear~h in 
India and the testing of local markets for the pnces obtamable 
for Indian g<iods. · Special re~rts are written from time to time 
by this office on special features of India's export trade, and these 
reports are published in the Indian ·Trade Journal if they are not 
of a confidential nature. Where these reports are written at the 
request of a private firm, they are not published until sufficient 
time has elapsed to enable the enquiring firm to take· £u11 
advantage of the infoi·mation supplied as a result of the eilqll.it'y. 

As ·a general rule it is recommended that trade enquiries 
relating to foreign markets and arising in India should be 
addressed, in the :first instance, to the Director General of 
Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, at 1, Council House 
Street, Calcutta; this procedure will, in the long run, save time 
as the office in Calcutta may already have on record the whole or 
part of the information required and, if not, can obtain it with 
little delay from the Indian Trade Commissioners 'in London, 
Hamburg or Milan. Replies to any enquiries received direct 
from business men in India are invariably addressed in duplicate 
to the Director General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, 
Calcutta, who forwards one copy to the enquirer and retains the 
duplicate so that the information which it contains may be on 
record in his office and may assist him in replying to any future 
requests for similar infonnation which he may receive direct from 
other enquirers in India. 

'!-'he office is ~~t. concer~ed directly with the import trade of 
Ind1a, and _enqmries of this ·character are usually returned with 
the suggestion that they should be addressed to the British o~.: 
foreign trade commissioners or consular authorities in India 
· withi~ whose jurisdic.tion they properly fall. As an eiceptioll 
to this generai rule Import enquiries from Indian firms either 
local or situated i~ India, are taken up provided they 'do not 
relate to goods which would enter into competition with Indian 
products. Further, we endeavour to assist Indian merchants who 
encounter difficulties in their dealings with foreign merchants, 
whether in import or export lines of trade. We have thus been 
able. to settle disputes in which Indian firms were at a disadvan-



tage, _ei~h~r through their remoteness and lack pf close personal 
co~tact w1t~ wes~rn :6.rms or through misunderstandings having 
ar1sen on e1ther s1de. We are also prepared to furnish informa
tion regarding machinery or processes to business men or Govern
ment Departments in India desiring such assistance for the 
purpose of furthering the agricultural or industria-1 development 
of India. · 

Commercial publicity. also covers a wide range of activities, 
from the organisation of Indian stands at exhibitions and fairs, 
including cookery demonstrations of Indian foodstuffs, and the 
sale of samples of Indian food products, to the collection, editing 
and ,display of Indian films, the giving of lectures and distribu
tion of pamphlets on Indian trade subjects and the loan of 
:lantern slides and films to schools and other instituti<ms. The 
Exhibi~on Hall, the Library, and other public rooms at India 
House serve a useful purpose in their display of panelling, furni
ture and flooring manufactured entirely of Indian decorative 
woods. All the timber used for constructional or furnishing 
purposes in the entire building is Indian and the woodwork is 
the frequent object of admiration and enquiry by visitors. In 
addition, the Exhibition Hall contains an exceptionalty fine 
collection of artistic products of India, including gifts by Their 
Majesties the King-Empm·or and the Queen-Empress and gifts 
by. the Central and Local Governments in India and by Indian 
States. Finally the Director of the Imperia:l Institute co-operates 
with the High Commissioner for India in the display of samples 
of Indian produce and manufactures in the Indian Gallery of 
the Institute. At India House itself, the co-<~peration . of the 
Departments of Agriculture and Forests in India, of the Imperial 
Council of Agricultural Research, the Geologi!)al Survey of India 
~nd the Indian Central Cotton Committee, has made it possible 
to display samples of the best grades of agricultural, mineral and 
forest products of India . 

. The chapters in this report which deal with Commercial 
Intelligence. under the various heads of agriculture, timber, lac 
and miner~tls and with Commercial Publicity, hav.e been written 
by the 'officl!rs of the Trade Department primarily concerned with 
those subjecta. The general arrangement .of the chapters remains 
the ,same as in. the last year's report. 

Chapter' 1.-M()dern. Trade Tendencies: 
·- . 

. Survey, .! 

The work· of the Indian Trade Commissioner and his De_part
ment ·proceeds against two backgrounds--the Indian and the 
European~nd this sux:vey, brief as it is, has :to Include a 
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reference to certain broad features of Indian as well as European 
economic conditions during the year under review. In order to 
make the survey self-contained, some· reference has also to be 
made to the economic conditions in other important trading 
countries such as Japan and the United States of America. 
Generally speaking, these conditions have been more satisfactory 
than in the preceding year, although the improvement is very 
varied from country to country, and even at the close·of the· fifth 
year of the depression there is not much evidence of a general 
recovery. Al:l that can- be said after examining the figures 
relating to industrial production, employment, prices, trade, both 
external and internal, etc., which ordinarily- are taken as 
indicators of prosperity, or otherwise, in a country, is that some 
of the European oountries have recovered a little of the lost 
ground. Their progress is by no means uniform, and such improve
ment as there is has been confined very largely to the sections 
of trade and industry which are primari:ly concerned with domestic 
markets. 

It will not be out of place here to give brie:B.y a broad outline 
of the main economic features of some of the more important 
European countries, quoting a few facts and figures in support 
of these obsei"Vations. First of all it must be noted that these 
countries fall generally into two groups, the " sterling group " 
and the " gold bloc." When Great Britain suspended the gold 
standard in September, 1931, several countries, sooner or later, 
:followed sterling on account of their trading or other connections 
with the United Kingdom. All the nations included within this 
sterling group comprise over one-third of the estimated population 
of the world and account for about the same proportion of the 
total value of international trade ; but in this group the countries 
with which we are mainly concerned in this survey are: -The 
British Empire, Egypt, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Finland 
and Portugal. The members of the " gold bloc h on the other 
hand are: -France, Nether lands, Italy, Po'land and Switzerland, 
and these again may be divided into two sub-groups:-

. (a) the countries still retaining the pre-war gold content of 
their currency unit, e.g., Nether lands and Switzerland; and 

(b) those countries whose currencies were devalued in terms 
of gold in the early post-war period, e.g., Belgium, France, 
Italy and Poland. 

The reasons for adhering to one group or another differ from 
country to eountry, but it may be stated that the main feature, 
which the members of the sterling group have in common is 
their interest in the United Kingdom market. A number of' the 
co~tries in the gold bloc are endeavowing to adhere to go'ld 
mamly because .of the meiD.qry of the chaotic conditions ·which 
arose during periods of previous unoontrolled depreciation of their 
currency units. -
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During the year under review, Great Britain maintained the 
progress which she had made during the previous year. As stated 
previously, the improvement was mostly found in the home market 
and the indWitries which served the home market. Those 
industries which have done particularly well are the building 
trade industry, the iron and steel industry and, to some extent, 
the coal industry. The cotton indUlltry did not share, to any 
appreciable degree, in the improvement experienced during the 
year, although efforts have been made and are being continued 
to I'eorganise the industry and put it on a_sound footing. 

In spite of this fairly general improvement, the problem of 
unemployment in the United Kingdom is still serious. - In 
December, 1934, the total number of unemployed was 2,086,000, 
as against 2,263,000 in December, 1933. The number of persons 
employed, however, has risen to the average of 1929. It is 
difficult to .· dogmatise about the causes of improvement in any 
pa1·ticular country, as from a general survey of the European 
countries it wi!ll be observed that the same methods applied to 
different countries have not led to the same results. Yet,- it can 
be stated with some degree of confidence that the moderate 
devaluation of the currency, which brought prices and costs of 
production more into line, cheap money and the boom in the 
building industry, which can be attributed to cheap money and 
public assistance, has assisted in bringing about the recovery 
which is in evidence at prl;l&ent in Great Britain. In general, 
industrial production is now above the 1928 level. There has also 
been a distinct improvement in overseas trade as the· following 
:figures published by the League of Nations (Review of World 
Trade, 1934, p. 33) will show :- · 

Yea.r. 
Imports retained in 
the United Kingdom. 

Exports 
(domestic produce). 

Quautum Price. Va.iue. Qnantuml- Price. I Value. 
£ £ 

(000,000'•) (000,000'•) 

--···· Per ceut. of 1929. Per ceut. of 19.29. 

--· 
1933 89.6 62.8 &6.3 62&.9 64.4 '78.3 150.4 36'7.9 

1934 94.9 64.6 61.3 681.1 69.1 '78.6 154.3 396.1 

But of greater importance than this improvement is the change 
in the direction of trade. The United Kingdom imports in 
merchandise from th~ British Empire averuge 37% of the tota1 
impo1·ts in 1934 as ogainst 28% in 1931. Similar flgures for the 
imports from :foreign countries in the sterling ~rea are 19% 
(1931) and 21% (1934) and for the total sterling area 48% (1931) 
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and 59% (19:34). l::limilarly, the exports of Britigh produce to the 
British Empire worked out in 1934 at 46% of the total as against 

. 43% in 1931, with the foreign countries in ~he sterling area at 
17% as against 16% and with the total sterhng area. at 64% as 
against 59%. It is obvious, therefore, that the Empll'e and the 
other countries in the sterling area have improved their relative 
trade position in the United Kingdom markets and together have 
captured the greater share of that market and similarly they have 
purchased an increased proportion of the United Kingdom 
imports. . 

Other European oountries in the sterling area which deserve 
mention are Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Finland, and Portugal. 
The industrial production in Sweden has risen from 97% of the 
1928 average in December, 1933, to 109% in December, 1934. 
There has also been a steady increase in Sweden's foreign trade. 
Non-revenue producing public W10rks have been launched and 
:6.nanced by raising loans. The reoovery of Sweden from the 
depression can be attributed mainly to three causes :-(1) Expand
ing exports due to the devaluation of its currency; (2) Cheap 
money; and (3) Public works programme. Norway, Denmark and 
Finland have also shown some progress, but the rate of progress 
in these countries is less than in Sweden. Among the gold bloc 
countries a hurried glance may be taken at the N etherlandH, 
Switzerland, France and Belgium. In the Netherlands the pro
duction index at the end of 1934 was as low as 63% of the figure 
for 1928 and is the lowest since 1932. Switzerland registers only 
a slight improvement. The following figures for France will 
show that conditions in that oountry during 1934 have not been 
very satisfactory :-

Yea.r. Imports. Exports. 

Quantum! Price. I Value. Quantu4 I 

Fr. 
Price I Value. 

Fr. 

Per cent·. of 1929. 
(000,000'•) 

Per cent. of 1929. 
(000.000'•) 

' 

1933 92.8 53.6 49.7 28,205 69.7 62.6 37.4 18,249 

1934 79.6 60.6 40.2 2.2,846 62.1 58.0 :16.0 17,696 

The number of ·applicants for work' ·rose from 345 000 in 
December, 1931J, to 455,000 in December 1934. Further the 
industrial production index declined fro;n 84 (1928=100} in 
November, 1933, *'? 74 in November, 1934. Belgium has fared 
e~ually b?dly. B:mg a highly industrialised country, her activi
ties, p~rt.10ularly m the ex~ort industries, were hard hit by th_e 
depreCiation of the currencies of many of her competitors, and 
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secondly by the raising of trade barriers in some of her export 
market!!. 'fhe case of Germany is on an entirely different footing. 
There has undoubtedly been some improvement in the ho:QJ.e 
market there. The industrial production averaged 87% for the 
first eleven months of 1934 (1928=100) as against 69% in 1933. 
There was an extensive public works programme and several 
measures were taken by the State to spread out work over the 
labour available and cut down unemployment as mucQ.;as possib1e. 
As against this internal improvement there has been a serious 
decline in the export trade, as will be seen from the following 
figures:-

1929 
1933 
1934 

RM. 13,482 millions 
RM. 4,871 , 
RM. 4,167 , 

(Value of exports) 

" " " 
" " " 

From September, 1934, the economic life in Germany has been 
completely subordinated to the State and a rigid system of super
vision and permits is in operation to ensure that imports into 
Germany from any one country are not allowed to exceed the 
amount of foreign exchange of that country available for their 
purchase. The outstanding economic events in the United States 
of America which deserve notice in this review were the devalua
tion of the dollar to the extent of 40% and the monetisation of 
silver. America also held the centre of the stage on account of 
the various measures inaugurated by the Administration in order 
to bring about Reform and Recovery. In spite of alll the special 
legislation and huge public expenditure, however, the improve
ment achieved appears to have been relatively disappointing. An 
account of the economic activities in Japan during the year under 
review presents interesting features. Unemployment, for 
example, has been reduced to normal proportions. There has 
been an increase in wholesale prices to the extent of 20% due to 
the depreciation of the Yen. At the same time there have been 
deficit budgets from 1931/1932 and these deficits have been 
covered by loans. The additional money thus made available 
has been partially devoted to public works but the greater portion 
has apparently been utilised for military expenditure. Although 
Japan's share in the world's trade is still small, it has risen 
from 2.87% in 1929 to approximately 3.5% in 1934; the actual 
figures of exports having risen from 1,118 million Yen in 1931 
to 2,134 million Yen in 1934. 

It would appear from this rapid survey that countries which 
have effected controlled depreciation of their currencies in unisoQ 
with sterling have, in general, fared better than the countries 
which have maintained the gold parity; that, broadly speakinJ!", 
the sterling group has recov!lred to a greater !lllt!lnt than the 
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gold group, and that count~ies i~ t~e sterling group supplying 
I'aW materials have shared m this- Improvement. At the same 
time the main obstacles which prevent recovery seem to be even 
now '(1) the lack of internati~uul stabilisation '?f cun~ncies; (2) 
the formidable trade barriers In the shape of high tanffs, quotas 
and clearing agreements. Q,uotas and clearin.g agreeme:Q.ts_ have 
perhaps been the most effective means by wh1.ch a C?un~- seeks 
to reduce its imports from another country w1th w~1ch 1t has a 
passive balance of trade; but su~h mea~ures, wh1ch. are only 
intended to affect the two countries whiCh. are parties to the 
agreements, are bound to affect oth~rs . and b~ increasing ·the 
number of frictions to be overcome m mternat10nal trade they 
result in a reduction of world trade as a whole with a consequent 
decline in demand and a fall in prices. 

Although the forces behind unrestrained economic nationalism 
do not show any signs of s1acking, the importance of the libera
tion- of trade from the hampering restrictions which are the orde1; 
of- the .day, is being increasingly realised; and to refer to an 
event which really took place after the close .of the year under 
review, the Congress of ·the International Chambers of Commerce -
held in June, 1935, in Paris, laid great stress on the stabilisation 
of: exchanges and the removal of trade barriers. It is significant 
that among the recommendations contained in the resolution :on 
international trade to the Governments of the world, one is· to 
the effect that it is an incontestable economic principle that 
the movement of goods and services be al~owed in settlemen~ 
of trade and other obligations and that each country with a 
creditor's balance against the world in general must accept pay
ment m this way. Put simply, this means that the creditor 
nations must import more than they export or leave their balances 
at long term with the debtor nations and debtor nations must be 
given facilities to export more than they import or be given long 
term credits. With a refreshing sense of realities, the Congress 
has admitted that although the final responsibility for executive 
action must lie with Governments, these are a reflection of public_ 
opinion. The Congress, therefore, cal1ed upon the members -of 
the International Chamber of Commerce in all countries to 
influence public opinion and Government action in the directions 
set out above. 

During this same period India has n~t lagged behind b.ut haS 
shown some signs of moderate improvement. In the y~ar under 
review the mo~soon 'conditio~s were generally satisfactory and the 
exports of Indian merchandtse to the United Kin~dom amounted 
to ~s. 47.53 crores as against Rs. 47.20 crores during_ the 
previOUS year .. The- total value- of the exports of Indian mer: 
!3'!1an~i~e tc;> alt collntries llllrin~ t1t~ same peri'll~ iMreB!!ed by' 
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approximately. Rs. 5 crores to Rs. 151 crores, as compared with 
the corresponding period of last year. The total value of the 
imports into India for. the_ same period increased by approximately 
Rs. 17 crores to Rs. 132 crores. The imports from the United 
Kingdom into India during the period advanced by Rs. 6 crores 
to Rs. 54 crores in round figures. The increased shipments of 
raw cotton (the increase under this item being Rs. 8 crores as 
compared with 1933"34) and o£ tea (the increase amounting to 
approximately Rs. 29 lakhs as compared with 1933-34) were 
mainly responsible for the increase in the value of exports during 
the year ·under review as compared with· the previous year. The 

. total visible balance of trade in favour of India ·amounted to 
Rs. 78.10 crores as against Rs. 91.96 crores in 1933/34 and 
Rs. 68.15 crores in 1932/33. Of this amount the balance of 
transactions in treasure (private) including gold, silver and 
currency notes accounts for Rs. 55.07 crores as against Rs. 57.23 
.c:rores and Rs. 64.93 crores in the two previous years respectively. 

Other signs have not been wanting of improved conditions in 
business in India during the year under review. The following 
tables showing the figures month by month for the years 1933/34 

-and 1934/35 o£ notes in circulation and cheque clearances, give 
an indication of the upward trend in business:-

NOTEs IN CIRCULATION 

(THE VALUE ON THE LAST DAY OF EACH .MONTH). 

(IN CRORES OF RUPEES.) 

Last day of 1933-34 1934-35 

April 1,77 1,77 
May 1,76 1,79 

.June 1,77 1,81 
July 1,79 1,84 
August 1,80 1,85 
September 1,80 1,85 
October 1,80 1,86 
November 1,80 1,86 
December 1,78 1,84 
January 1,78 1,84 
February 1,77 1,83 
March 1,77 1,86 

Average 1,78 1,83 
- .. -
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CHEQUE CLEARANCES 

(IN CRORES OF RUPEES). 

1933-34 1934-35 

April .. ·-· : .. .. ... 167.1 129.7 
May 139.6 139.1 
June 146.0 147.9 
July 

.. ··, . 112.7 122.9 
August ... 113.6 127.2 
September 132.6 159.3 
October 109.9 122.1 
November 114.2 131.1 

·n·ecember 155.7 1S2.1· · 
January 129.7 149.1 
February 140.3 150.7 
March 179.9 180.6 

Total 1,641.1 1, 741.8 

Index numbers of at% Government Paper and Non-speculative 
and Speculative Industrial Securities support this indication o£ 
improved conditions still further,. as the following figures will 
show:-

3!% GOVERNMENT PAPER. 

1933-34 1934-35 

April 91 92 
May 88 92. 
June 84 92 
July 87 93 
August 89 c 93 
September 88 95 
October 86 95 
November 86 97 
December 86 101 
J·a)1.uary ·~ ' 87 . 102 
February 88 101 
March 92 99 . ---- - .. 
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NON-SPECULATIVE INDUSTRIA!, SECURITIES 

(:~U.INLY PREFERENCE SHARES AND DEBENTURES). 

1933-34 1934-3o 
April 107 113 
May 109 114 
June 109 116 
July 110 116 
August 110 118 
September 111 121 
October 110 125 
November 110 126 
December 110 127 
January 110 129 
February 111 133 
March 112 133 

SPECULATIVE SECURITIES. 

1933-34 1934-35 
April 167 196 
May 174 195 
June 178 200 
July 177 199 
August 175 205 
September 173 212 
October 174 227 
November 175 239 
December 172 241 
Janua1·y 181 250 
February 184 247 
March 194 236 

. The index-number of All-India wholesale prices does not show 
any large variation throughout the year. In June, July and 
August; 1934, there were slight declines in the monthly index
number as compared with the corresponding months of the 
previous year, while in other months there were increases which . 
ranged from· 1% to 7% as against the figures of the corresponding 
month of the previous year. 

The Bank Rate remained unchanged, at 3!-% throughout the 
period and, gener11lly speaking, money conditions were easy. A 
further indication of improvement in business conditions was thP 
increase in the total approximate gross earnings of all State-owned 
Railways, which advanced by Rs. 265 lakhs to Rs. 89,79 lakhs 
during the period under report :from 1st April, 1934, to 31st 
March, 1935, and iii the total wa~ons loaded on Class I Railways. 
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During the same period the total number of wagons loaded on tb~ 
broad gauge was 4,167,000 as compared with 3,968,000. On the 
metre gaug·e, an increase of 153,000 wagons was recorded, bringing 
the total number of metre gauge wagons loaded up to 2,674,000. 

All these indications point in the direction of progress. No 
general recovery, however, is possible in a predominaniJly agricul
tural country such as India unless the cultivator obtains prices for 
his agricultural produce which bear a higher ratio to the prices 
of non-agricultural products, rents, etc., than they do at present; 
in other wards, unless his purchasing power is improved. With 
this question of increased purchasing power is also bound up the 
question of improvement iri his standard of life. The former will 
react favourably on the latter, and given proper direction and 
guidance, the Indian agriculturist will utilise his increased 
purchasing power for the improvement of his standard of life. 
An improved standard of life would mean better roads, better 
drainage, better habitations in the villages and would thus remove 
much of the unnecessary waste, inCluding the waste of " human 
capital," which takes place at present. Improved conditions of 
life would be bound to increase his capacity for work and react 
favourably on his power to produce consumable goods and, even 
in the present abnormal ·conditions of international trade, on 
purchasing power. The Rural Improvement scheme, recently 
inaugurated by the Government of India on a national scale, 
therefore, is of great importance and the actual working of the 
scheme, for which one crore of rupees is being distributed to the 
Provinces to enable local Govemments to carry on the economic. 
rievelopment and improvement of rural areas, will be watched with 
great interest. 

The Diacovery and App6cation of Scientific Method. 

The expression " Discovery and Application cf Scientific 
Method" is no longer confined to such agricultural and industrial 
research investigations as llead to an increase in agricultural or 
industrial production but embraces what is known as " Planning" 
of a~iculture ~nd industry. Only such results of the application 
of th1s method as would encourage exports or advance their value 
are strictly relevant to the present report. The measures taken 
to secure these results in the United Kingdom and India could 
be classified as follows :-

(1) Those regulating the production of Indian commodities. 
(2) Those directing them to new uses. 
(3) l'hose encouraging the existing exports. 
(4) Those intended to stop the dec'line of or to remove the 

l!-Ctual or potential obstacle!! to the export trade, 
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The first dass would include the Tea and Rubber ReO'ulation 
Schemes. The total expOI'ts in tea increased from 317~816,111 
lbs. in 1933-34 to 324,83!l,404 lhs. in 1934-35 and the value 
advanced from Rs. 19,84,49,836 to Rs. 20,13,08,642; but the 
increase in value was proportionately far smaller than that of the 
preceding year. In fact the index number for the price of tea in 
Calcutta fell from l12 in November, 1934, to 103 in February, 
1935. It must, however, be noted that the tea offered in 
February was of poor quality and could not, therefore, eommand 
high prices. 

The export of raw rubber to the United Kingdom rose from 
3,338,818 lbs. in 1933-34 to 10,363,228 lbs. in 1934-35 and the 
value advanced from Rs. 7,60,478 to Rs. 30,42,743. The Inter
national Rubber Regulation Scheme, which India has signe«t. 
subject to certJin reservations, came into force from the 1st 
June, 1934. The quotas allotted to India and Burma were:-

1935 1936 1937 1938 
India 8,250 9,000 9,000 9,250 
Burma 6,750 8,000 9,000 9,250 

These quotas, however, were considered unsatisfactory in India 
and the Government of India represented to the International 
Rubber Regulation Committee that they should be increased. It 
has been agreed after prolonged negotiations that the quotas 
should be raised to the following amounts:-

1935 1936 1937 
India 12,500 12,500 12,500 
Burma 8,000 8,500 9,000 

1938 
13,000 
9,250 

The protocol em bodying these changes has still to he signed. 

In the second class will fall the work on which the Special 
Officer Lac Enquiry and the Indian Research workers have been 
engaged for some time. This m>rk is described fully by the 
Special Officer Lac Enquiry in a later chapter of this report. 
It is incumbent that new uses should be found for Indian Lac 
and Shellac and that these commodities shou[d prove their 
superiority to the synthetic substitutes if Indian Lac is not to go 
the way of Indigo. Mention may also be made here of Indian 
barley, some varieties of which are at present being subjected to 
brewing and malting tests by the Brewery Institute in the 
United Kingdom. Also under this and the following classes 
mention may be made of the steps 'taken by the Indian Central 
Cotton Committee to expand the sales of Indian cotton in this 
country. The Indian Central Cotton Committee is at present 
actively pursuing enquiries in regard to the extended use of 
Indian cotton, especially in such industries as the manufacture o£ 
beits, hospital lint, furnishing material, motor-car upholstery, 
(!tc, 'r4e a,ctiviti!lS of the L~ncashire II!di~n Cotton Committee 
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have been fully described in their First Annual Report for the 
year ending 31st December, 1934, and need not be reproduced 
here. 

In the fourth class may be mentioned the attempts made to 
have the existing duty on silk reduced and to resist the menace 
of the imports of foreign paddy into the United Kingdom. which 
were cutting into the value of the preference secured for Indian 
rice at Ottawa. Some idea of the severity of this menace can be 
formed from the following figures which show the increase in t'b.e 
imports of foreign paddy month by month:-

IMPORTS OF SPANISH PADDY INTO THE 

UNITED KINGDOM. 

April, 1934 
:May, 1934 
.June, 1934 
July, 1934 
August, 1934 
September, 1934 
October, 1934 
November, 1934 
December, 1934 
January, 1935 
February, 1935 
:March, 1935 

Cwts. 
Nil 

1,000 
16,750 
16,947 

101,071 
92,664 

6,791 
Nil 
Nil 

23,971 
49,698 
58,568 

367,460 

A passing reference may be made here to the Crop Planning 
Conference held by the Government of India on the 8th and 9th 
June, 1934. Ever since the rapid fall in prices, in the earlier 
part of the depression, India has appr.eciated the extreme 
importance of watching and developing her internal as well as 
her external markets and of providing for a co-ordinated and 
continuous study of the problems relating to the cultivation of 
her principal crops. A Marketing Officer was appointed during 
the year at the headquarters of the Government of India and a 
scheme for the appointment of provincial officers to co-operate 
with him and supplement his work, is on foot. As soon as this 
organisation is functioning it shou'l.d prove of great help in 
creating a useful link between the agriculturists and the con
sumers and in maintaining and improving the standards of the 
commodities which are marketed. As regards external markets 
the opening of the Milan Office from the 1st February deserves 
mention. The recent tendency of some of the European States 
actively to pursue policies of economic nationalism and to regulate 
the imports from othl'r countrie~ to tr,lde d,one ()n a oompensa~io:tt 
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basis, makes it important to have a representative on the spot to 
look after Indian interests. 

The attitude of the Government of India to the whole queetion 
of planning may be gathered from the following extract from 
paragraph 10 of the Finance Department Resolution No. F.16 
(1)-F/34, dated 5th May, 1934:-

" An essential complement to any programme for mar
keting is the regulation of production in adjustment to the 
demand. The discussions initiated by the Governments of 
Madras and the Punjab on rice and wheat disclosed the 
danger of serious relative over-production of these important 
crops having regard to the world position, and, as regards 
wheat, as the result of the rapid opening up of the areas 
irrigated by the Sukkur Barrage. On the other hand it is 
to be remembered that the demand for other crops, or for 
products of animal husbandry in substitution for crops, may 
be relatively more favourable and in particular that the 
Ottawa preferences have created opportunities for Indian 
produce in the British market (notably for linseed, barley:, 
etc.) of which it is vitally important that India should take 
full. advantage. The Government of India consider that it is 
a matter of most urgent importance that all possible steps 
should be taken to co-ordinate a plan of agricultural produc
tion for India as a whole." 

India and the United Kingdom Market. 

Appendix A gives the range of prices of stable Indian com
modities in the United Kingdom market during the last three 
years. The analysis of the highest and lowest prices reached 
during the year under review and their comparison with the bst 
two years yields interesting results. Out of the sixteen com
modities included in the list in Appendix A-1, the highest prices 
exceeded those during the two preceding years in the case of the 
following commodities, namely, castorseed, linseed, shellac, tin, 
manganese ore, wolfram and chromite. The lowest price exceeded 
the lowest price for 1932/33 and 1933/34 in the case of six com
modities, namely, linseed, tea, Fine M.G. Broach cotton, tin, 
manganese ore, wolfram and chromite. In the case of tea, the 
highest price was higher than the highest price in 1932/33 but 
lower than the highest price in 1933/34, whereas in the case of 
cotton the highest price improved as compared with 1933/34 
but declined as against 1932/33. The lowest price declined as 
compared with the lowest price in 1933/34 and 1932/33 in the 
case of the following commodities-rice, groundnuts, groundnut 
cakes, copp~r and zinc. The lowest price remained steady as 
compared with the two previous years in the case of shellac, tin 



and iead, and to this list may be added jute, in which case the 
lowest price has declined as compared with 1933-34, but has not 
g<~ne below the lowest price levels of 1932/33. This analysis 
indicates the following conclusion, that on the whole the raw 
materials and especially the "metal and ores " group, with the 
exception of copper and zinc, have shown a decided improvement. 
After this group, the textiles group has done fairly well. Food
stuffs have done either badly or failed to keep up the promise of 
improvement shown in the previous year, e.g., rice and tea. These 
results naturally tally with the tendencies of world prices of these 
groups of articles. In this connection the following extract from 
the Review of W 01'ld Trade, 1934, published by the League of 
Nations (p. 16), will be found interesting:-

" During the early part of the depression, the share of 
'foodstuffs in trade rose considerably. Recently, however, this 
share has fallen while that of raw materials has increased. 
The share of maufactured articles has declined owing partly 
to the drop in capital exports to the debtor countries whose 
imports consist largely of such articles. 

" The movement of average prices and the quantum of 
articles- belonging to the three groups is estimated as 
follows:-

1929 1932 1933 1934 
Price movement (1929 = 100) 

Foodstuffs . .. .. . .. 100 52.5 46 42 
Materials, rsw or partly manufactured 100 44.5 40.5 40 
Manufactured articles ••• 100 64 55.5 50 

All articles 100 53 47 44 

Quantum movemen~ (1929 = 100) 
Foodstufts 100 89..> 82.5 84.5 
Materials, raw or partly manufactured 100 81 87.5 88 
Manufactured articles ••• 100 58 69.6 64 

All articles ... 100 74 76.6 77.6 

The study of the price developments, however is not sufficient 
m itself and has to be supplemented by a study ~f the volume of 
trade in each commodity. Some of the articles examineil below 
have secured a preference under the Ottawa Agreement on import 
into the United Kingdom. It is not the intention, however, to 
examine the working of that agreement here, as this will be done 
in due course by the Director-General of Commerciall Intelligence, 
to whom figures relating to the export of commodities g<~verned 
by the agreement for the year 1934/35 have been supplied. The 
working. of the Ottawa Agreement :for the fiscal year 1933/34 has 
already been examined in the report issued by the Director-General 
of Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta, and also by Committees 
specially appointed by the Legislative Assembly and the Council of 
State. All that it is proposed to show here ar~ the figures relating 
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to the export to the United Kingdom of certain principal Indian 
rommodities for the last quarter of the year 1934/35, which is 
also the first quarter of the calendar year 1935 (Appendix A-Il), 
the figures for earlier quarters having been reported already in 
the Indian Trade Commissioner's quarterly reports which have 
been published in the Indian Trade Journal. 

Rmlil. 

The imports in the United Kingdom of Indian whole rice 
registered an increase during the first quarter (January-March) 
of 1935 as compared with the corresponding quarter of 1934, but 
they were well below the figure for the first quarter of 1933. The 
imports of Spanish rice have also declined but the serious nature 
of the menace of these exports to the benefits secured lor Indian 
rice under the Ottawa Agreement can be seen from the :ligures 
relating to the imports of Spanish rice during· the callendar year 
1934 as compared with the previous calendar year:-

1933 
'1934 

Quantity. 
27,615 cwts. 

175,516 cwts. 

Value. 
£16,503 
£88,155 

Spanish rice was imported largely in the form of paddy in 
order to take advantage of the 10% ad valorem duty on paddy as 
against the import duty of 1d. per lb. on foreign cleaned rice. 
1'he representations made by the Government of India against 
these unexpected inroads on the benefits secured to India at 
Ottawa have been successful and the duty on paddy has now been 
raised to 2/3 of a penny per lb. The imports of Indian rice, 
broken and mixtures, have declined from 69,000 cwts. to 55,000 
cwts. French. Indo-China supplied 30,000 cwts., which, although 
less than the supplies from that source for the same quarter [ast 
year, are still considerably in advance of the quantity supplied 
for the same period of 1933. The bulk of the rice meal and dust 
still comes from India. 

TEA. 

The imports of Indian tea into the United Kingdom in the 
quarter under consideration have increased; but tea prices have 
shown a tendency to decline. It has been reported that the con
sumption was tending to a lower level. The exports of tea from 
the principal producing countries, India, Ceylon and Dutch East 
Indies, are still regulated under the Inte1·national Scheme which 
has been agreed to for fhe period which runs till 31st March, 
1938. 



CoFFEE. 

There was a further decline in the imports of Indian coffee 
int'O the United Kingdom during the first quarte; .of 1935, wher~as 
British East Africa definitely improved her position as a suppher 
of coffee to the United Kingdom market. The following figures 
for the last three fiscal years will show how the imports of Indian 
coffee have declined:-

Quantity 
VaJlue 

1932-33 1933-34 1934-35 
51,868 cwts. 50,414 cwts. 27,972 cwts. 

Rs. 33,91,338 30,31,924 17,01,470 

The Coffee Section of the Empire Producers' Organisation is 
at present making an intensive study of the world markets for 
coffee and collecting useful information which is being forwarded 
to the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. The coffee 
interests in India are also considering what steps should be taken 
to stop the 'decline in the exports. These measures fall into two 
main classes :-

(1) Scientific developments necessary to improve the quality 
of Indian co:fiee ; and 

(2) Measures necessary to improve the marketing organisation. 

ToBAcco UNMANUFACTURED. 

Indian imports into the United Kingdom during the. first 
quarter of 1935 have declined as compared with the corresponding 
period for the two previous years and imports from the United 
States of America have advanced considerably in comparison with 
1933. ·It will be seen that a large portion of the tobacco con
sumed in the United Kingdom comes from foreign sources. 
These large imports of foreign tobacco are mainly absorbed in the 
manufacture of' cigarettes, whereas the Indian tobacco, which 
comes to the United Kingdom, is considered more suitable for 
pipe smoking. Tobacco is at present the subject of an enquiry 
by a Sub-Committee appointed by the Imperial Economic 
Committee. 

'OILSEEDS GROUP. 

Lins~ed, i»: this group, suffe~ed a setback and the imports into 
the U mted Kingdom from India declined from 48 000 to 17 000 
tons while imp~rts from the Argentine have risen from 18,000 to 
52,000 tons durtng the quarter under review. Some of the reasons 
put. forwa;d by the trade f~r this decline in imports into the 
Umted Kmgdom of the Indian linseed were: (1) Unduly high 
prices for Indian linseed; (2) a shortage of supply due to damage 
to the linseed crop in the cold weather. The quarterly figures 
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for the imports of Indian linseed cake and me!lll into the United 
Kingdom (January-March, 1935) have shown an improvement, 
but from the figures for the :fiscal year 1934/35, as given in the 
Beaborne Trade and Navigation Accounts :for March 1935 the 
exports of linseed cake from India to the United Ki~gdom 'have 
declined :from 39,000 to 32,000 tons. The quarterly figures 
(January-March, 1935) for imports o'l' Indian castorseed into the 
United Kingdom show a slight increase, but, again, figures given 
in the Seaborne Trade Accounts for the year 1934-35 show a 
decline of 7,000 tons in the exports of castorseed from India to 
the l:rnited Kingdom as compared with 1933-34. 

TEX1'ILES GROUP. 

The quarterly figures for raw jute, naturally show that India 
ha~ . a monopoly of this commodity, and, as far as the United 
Kingdom market is concerned, the same remarks apply to jute 
piecegoods and jute sacks and bags. The imports of raw jute, 
however, have declined, being 68,000 tons during the quarter 
under review as against 77,000 tons during the same quarter in 
the previous year. Similarly the imports of jute piecegoods have 
declined fmm 20,917,000 square yards to 17,128,000 square yards 
during the same periods. The imports of jute sacks and bags 
into the United Kingdom have, however, advanced from 175,000 
square yards in the first quarter of 1934 to 179,000 square yards 
in the quarter under review. The suppHes to the United King
dom from India of both long and short staple cotton show an 
increase. The Lancashire Indian Cotton Committee is taking active 
steps to popularise the use o:f India cotton, and the measUI·es 
taken are fully described in the Committee's :first annual report 
for the year ending 31st December, 1934. The total imports for 
the quarter under review of long staple cotton into the United 
Kingdom have declined from 2,671,000 centals (of 100 lbs.) to 
.2,111,000 centals, but the imports from India of long staple 
catron have advanced :from 214,000 centals to 223,000 centals. 
The imports of long staple cotton from U.S.A. have declined 
during the same period from 1,715,000 centals to 1,198,000 
l'entals, and tl).ose from: Egypt from 350,000 centals to 235,000 
centals. · During ·the same quarter .in 1933 the imports of long 
~:~taple cotton :from India . were 124,000 centals, from U.S.A. 
2,043,000 centals and from Egypt 201,000 centals .. It would 
therefore appear from a comparison of the figures o£ Import for 
these quarters during the last three years that the United King
dol)l market is taking an increasing interest in .the Indi.an long 
staple cotton. The bulk of short staple cotton 1mports mto the 
United Kingdom came from India and Indian imports du1:ing 
thP. quarter under review amounted to 220,000 centals as agamst 
85,000 ancl 174,000 centals during the same quarter of 1933 and 
1934 respectively. 
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The total imports of wool, other than merino and cross-bred, 
have gone down from 39,000 lbs. to 19,000 lbs., and the imports 
of this variety coming from India have been reduced propor
tionately. 

During the first quarter of 1935 imports into the United 
Kingdom of Indian carpets have increased from 407,000 square 
yards to 442,000 square yards, although the total imports from 
all countries into the United Kingdom for the same period have 
been reduced from 1,131,000 square yards to 998,000 square yards. 
The imports of Belgian and Persian carpets have declined some
what as compared with the previous year. They, however, sti[l 
figure largely in the total imports. The figures for coir yarns, 
coir mats and matting in the quarter under review show that the 
bulk of the imports into the United Kingdom come from India. 
The Indian imports of ooir yarn have advanced from 29,000 cwts. 
in the first quarter of 1934 to 41,000 cwts. in the same period 
in 1935 and the imports of coir mats and matting from 1,928,000 
square yards to 2,174,000 square yards during the same periods . 

• HIDES AND SKINS G:ROUP. 

The imports into the United Kingdom from India under 
this group again show a slight deCline during the quarter under 
review, but the decline is more marked under goat skins, dry 
and dry-salted, than under the hides, leather undressed and goat 
skin and sheep skin, leather undressed. 

METAL AND Ous GRouP. 

This group has done well during the quarter under review as 
compared with the same quarter in the previous year. Tin ores 
and concentrates and pig iron have fared a little better than 
pig lead. 

".l'nmus. 
The imports of Indian sawn teak wood into the United King

dom has increased from 247,000 cubic feet in the first quarter of 
1934 to 411,000 cubic feet during the first quarter of 1935. 
Taking the figures for the year 1934-35 in the Seaborne Trade 
accounts for March, 1935, and comparing them with the previous 
years, the exports of teak wood from India to the United Kingdom 
have risen in quantity as well as in value. 

*Chapter H.-Agricultural Products.-Foodstuffa. 

From the record of prices of certain Indian foodstuil's which 
is kept in this Office, it would appear that foodstu:ll's, as a group, 
have not done so well in the year under review as in the two 

"~h.apter written by Mr. Y. N. Sukthaukar, I.C.S., Deputy Trade 
ComDI198loner. 
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previous years and they have fared somewhat bad[y when com
pared with the group of raw materials. This is not due, however, 
to any lack of interest in them, for a large number of enquiries 
have been received in this Office. These enquiries fall into two 
classes, (1) those received from importers in the United Kingdom 
and other countries, and (2) those received from exporters in 
India seeking connections in the United Kingdom or in Europe. 
The enquiries for connections on the continent are transferred to 
the Hamburg or the Milan Office, as the case may be. In this 
chapter it is proposed to deal with some of the typical principal 
enquiries received in connection with foodstuffs exported by India. 

CHUTNEYS, PICKLES, JAMS, ETC. 

In reply to an enquiry from Chester for trade introductions 
to firms dealing in pickles, the names of five Indian firms 
exporting from different parts of India were supplied. An enquiry 
was received from Surrey for the names of firms dealing in curry 
powders, curry paste and chutneys, and the names of two Madras 
firms, two Calcutta firms and one Bombay firm were supplied. 
An enquiry was received from a firm in Toronto, regarding the 
names of firms supplying chutneys and curry powders. The 
names of eight firms were given and it is understood that the 
Toronto firm has put itself in touch with these firms direct. A 
complaint was received from a well-known firm in London to the 
effect that the small manufacturers of sliced mango chutney with 
whom they did business were somewhat irregular in their 
supplies. This firm wanted to be put in touch with firms which 
would make smaH regular shipments of sliced mango chutney of 
the highest grade. The firm was accordingly given the name of 
four Indian firms of standing. An exporter of poppadams from 
South India, in reply to his enquiry, was given full infurmation 
regarding the present conditions of the market. He was also 
informed that careful packing in zinc-lined cases, with the 
poppadams separated by oil-paper so as to prevent them from 
becoming too dry, was the best method of sending them to this 
country. Interest in these articles·at the various exhibitions and 
fairs continues as before and sales have been quite successful. 

GINGER. 

Samples of Indian ginger were sent to the Pharmacopreia Com
mission at the General Medical Council Office. Their Expert 
Sub-Committee on Crude Drugs is examining these samples with 
a view to deciding as to their suitability for inclusion in the 
British Pharmacopreia. 

'fOliACCO. 

Complaints regarding certain tobacco shipments were received 
from a well-known importing firm in London, which also wanted 
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to be introduced to suitable and reliable shippers in India. The 
firm was accordingly given the names of three shippers, two in 
Calcutta and one in Rangoon. 

RICE. 

A Calcutta firm, which had not done export business in rice 
previously and wanted to take it up, was put in touch with a firm 
of importers here. 

TEA.. 

An enquiry was received from a certain firm in the United 
Kingdom regarding the names of exporters of Indian tea who 
have no representatives in this country. The names of ten such 
firms were supplied in reply. 

CoFFEE. 
The Coffee Section of the British Empire Producers' Organisa

tion is making useful enquiries regarding the world· markets for 
coffee. All the information resulting from ,these enquiries has 
been sent to the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. The 
whole question of the future of the Indian coffee trade in this 
country is receiving attention at present in the direction :-

(a) Of improving the, quality of the coffee; . 
(b) Of improving the marketing facilities in this country. 

BEANS. 

The Agricultural Department, Burma, was supplied with 
quotations for Burma butter beans, Rangoon and Madagascar 
beans. 

FRUITS. 

A firm from Rawalpindi was supplied with the names of firms 
in this country interested in the import of fruit. Seville oranges 
were received from the Agricultural Officer, N.W.F. Province, 
and the market for these fruits was tested by a Covent Garden 
firm of fruiterers. In the opinion of this :firm the colouring and 
the taste of this particular variety were not suitable for the 
United Kingdom market. A consignment of mangoes was received 
from the Horticulturist, Bombay, in reply to a request from a 
firm of fruiterers in Covent Garden market who wanted to test 
the possibilities of mangoes as a commercial proposition. The 
London firm was quite satisfied with this particular consignment 
and they thought that if the fruit was received here properly 
packed and graded, and if the supplies were duly regulated, .the 
prospects of marketing this fruit in London should be satisfactory. 
Arrangements were made to send the consignment of United 

,Provinces mangoes received from the A~ricultural Department, 
United Provinces, to the Covent Garden Laboratory, through the 
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Department of Industrial and Scientific Research. A consignment 
of pears was received from the Agricultural Officer, N.W.F. 
Province, and the fruits were sent to the Department of Scientific 
and' Industrial Researc~ fo! the pu~e of obtaining a report on 
them. The report, whtch ts confi.denttal and cannot be published 
here, was sent to the Agricultural Department, N.W.F., for 
their confidential information and guidance. Enquiries were 
received from a London firm of importers for the names of firms 
in India interested in the export of pomeloes in tins. Only one 
Bombay firm expressed any interest in this enquiry, which had 
been advertised in the lndio.n Trade ]O'UmaZ, and the name of thi• 
firm was communicated to the London firm. 

Miscellaneous. 

Considerable interest was shown in Cashew Nuts and enquiries 
were received from firms in New York, Liverpool and London. 
The names of Indian firms in different parts of India exporting 
cashew nuts were supplied to these enquirers. Enquiries were 
received from a firm of importers in Canada regarding celery 
seeds, Bombay red lentils and Karaya gums. The names of two 
Calcutta firms, two Bombay firms and one" Karachi firm interested 
in the export of lentils were supplied. Similarly the names of 
other firms in the Punjab, Bombay, United Provinces and Bengal, 
who do business in these various commodities and had expressed 
an interest in the enquiry, were supplied to the Canadian firm. 
In reply to a Cawnpore firm making enquiries regarding the 
prospects of Indian celery seed in the United Kingdom market, 
the drawbacks of Indian ce'lery seed as compared with the French 
seed were reported. Enquiries were received from a Canadian 
firm regarding the export of shelled peanuts or groundnuts, and 
the names of one Bombay firm and one Calcutta firm were com
municated in reply. In reply to a firm in Karachi asking for 
the names of importers interested in dried fruits and nuts, the 
names of four London firms and one I,iverpool firm were supplied. 
Further to an enquiry from a I,ondon firm regarding the names 
of firms ex_porting walnuts, the names of four firms in the Punjab 
were supplied. The Agricultural Department of the North-West 
Frontier sent an enquiry regarding Shilghoza Seed (Pine Nuts) 
and the requirements of the United Kingdom market were 
reported, and enquiries were also made in Germany and Italy 
:for machinery suitable for dehusking these nuts. 

Desiccated Nuts: The names of Indian shippers were supplied 
to a firm in London in reply to their enquiry. 

Arro!l'root Flour: A consignment sent by the Imperial Council 
of Agricultural Research was tested by the Imperial Institute. 
The conditions of the market in London were reported to the 
Impl!:ri!tl Co-qncil of A~ic-qlt-qrnl }lesearch1 and the nllm~s 1>f fol11" 
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importing firms in Trieste, obtained through the Indian Govern
ment Trade Commissioner, Milan, were sent to the Council. The 
names of three firms in London interested in barley of the pearl 
and powder varieties were supplied to a Calcutta :firm. 

Gur or Jaggery: Enquiries were made here regarding the 
names of firms interested in the import of Gur or Jaggery, but 
none were forthcoming. 

Lactose : A :Bombay firm was informed that it wou[d not be 
economic at present to export lactose, as the daily demand for 
whey was as low as 500 to 700 pints, and other methods of 
disposal should be· sought. 

* Chapter IU.-Agricultural Products.-Industrial Materials. 

It is proposed in this chapter to give an· account of the 
principal enquiries received in this Office from exporters in India 
or importers in this country relating to raw materials for 
industries and manufactured and semi-manufactured articles. 

RAW MATERIALS. -

Cotton: A :firm in Ontario, Canada, made enquiries regarding 
the supply of cotton linters and was given in reply the names 
of :four Bombay firms. In reply to an enquiry regarding ComiUa 
cotton, the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was given the names 
of eight Indian :firms. 

Jute: An enquiry was received :from Canada regarding the 
supply of jute bags for cocoa and sugar. At the same time the 
firm wanted to know the names of importers in London of lentils, 
tea, linseed oil and castor oil from India. The firm was accordingly 
supplied with the names of three importers for each of these 
commodities. · · 

Hemp: The names of seven firms in India were given to an 
Irish firm which wanted to take up representation in Ireland of 
Indian exporters of hemp. A firm in Leeds asked for and was 
supplied with the names of six exporters of hemp from India. 
An enquiry received from the Director of Industries, Bombay, was 
transferred from the Empire Marketing Board. The Director of 
Industries wanted information regarding use of sisal fibre in the 
manufacture of fishing twine and fishing nets, with the object in 
view of developing the use of such nets in tli.e fishing in<Iustry in 
Bombay. He was supplied with the report of the firms dea<ling 
in this fibre. 

*Chapter written by Mr. ¥, N, f)ul<~hani<ar~ I.Q.S., Deput;r Trad~ 
CC!mmj,ssio11er, · · · 



31 

Wool: The Chamber of Commerce, Liverpool, was supplied 
with the names of seven exporting firms in India dealing in wool 
and seven firms dealing in hair. The Chamber of Commerce was 
also supplied with the names· of eight firms who had no agents 
in London, although they exported wool from India. The French 
Chambre de Commerce in London was given the name~ of ninE> 
importers in this country, four of whom were representatives of 
Indian exporters. In reply to an enquiry from Philadelphia, 
received through the Indian Railway Bureau, New York, the 
names of six firms of dealers and exporters of Indian cowtai!J. hair 
and six firms dealing in goat hair were forwarded. The names 
of six London importers and six exporters from India of goa:t hair 
were supplied to a Bradford firm. The names of four importers 
of rags (cotton and woollen) and of fibres were supplied to an 
enquirer fr{)m Trivandrum, who sent a sample of fibre and 
wanted to know the names of· buyers of rags for paper making. 
This enquiry was received through the Imperial Institute. 

Hides and Skins: In reply to an enquiry from a London 
firm regarding Indian lamb skins from Multan and Delhi, the 
names of six firms from the Punjab were supplied. The names 
of the exporters of raw skins and hides were supplied by the 
Director-General of Commercial! Intelligence through this Office 
to a firm of London importers. 

Oils, Oilseeds and Oilcakes: An enquiry was received from 
Buenos Ayres regarding the supply of essential oils for perfumery. 
The names of four exporting firms in India were supplied. The 
names of five importers in this country of groundnut cake and 
groundnut oil from India were supplied to a London firm. The 
Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was supplied with the names of 
eight Indian :firms supplying oilcakes and :five firms supplying 
cattle food, fodder and bran. A Glasgow firm was supplied with 
the names of five exporters of oilcakes from Bombay. A London 
firm, wanting a li!!t of reliable Indian shippers of Bombay ground
nut cakes and meal was given the names of suitable firms. The 
name of a Russian firm importing essential oils was given in reply 
to an enquiry from a Bombay firm for a trade connection in that 
country. The names of six importers of sandalwood oil were 
supplied to a Bombay firm. Four importers in Great Britain of 
the following oils and cakes-eastor o~l, groundnut oil and cake, 
linseed oil and cake, were supplied to a Bombay firm, together 
with the names of four firms dealing in vegetable oil in Italy, 
which were received from the Indian Government Trade Com
missioner, Milan. The names of nine exporters in India of oil
seeds (general) were given to a firm o£ oilseeds importers, London. 
The United Kingdom Trade Commissioner in Dublin, in reply to 
!J.n enquiry re~ardin~ a particular h:r!lnd of :Bombay and MadraR 
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castor oil, was referred to the appropriate exporters. The names 
of six Indian firms exporting castor oil were given to a Glasgow 
business concern. 

Millcellaneous material: Enquiries were received from Tangiers. 
regarding henna, turmeric and spiced products. The names of 
exporters of these products from India were supplied and 
information was also given regarding the growing of henna in 
India. The name of importers of Bispath and Jhuli tobacco leaf, 
kapok and turmeric from India, were supplied to a Manchester 
firm. A list of gum products exported from India was supplied 
to a London firm. The names of five exporters of Indian hoofs 
and homs were supplied to a firm in Lancashire. Similarly the 
names of six importers of these materials from India were supplied 
to the Indian Government Trade Commissioner, Hamburg. An 
enquiry was received from Scotland regarding the supply of b.oms 
of Himalayan or other large-homed sheep; the names of three· 
supplying firms in the Punjab and one in Karachi were supplied. 
Narcissus bulbs received from theNorth-WestFrontierAgricultural 
Department were sent for trial to the Agricultural Institute, Kirton, 
Boston, Lincolnshire, through the courtesy of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries. A[though the report was not alto
gether satisfat<tory, the Ministry has kindly agreed to give a 
further trial during a second season, as these bulbs do not usually 
prove satisfactory during tlieir first season .. 

At the request of the editor of a certain Chemical J oumal in 
London, arrangements have been made for the publication of 
periodical reports on Senna crop3 in Madras in the Indian Trade 
Journal. Enquiries were received from a firm in London regarding 
"Entava Scandens." The firm was put in touch wiTh a Research 
Laboratory in Calcutta and also the offer of the Forest Utilisation 
Officer, Bengal, to supply this seed at certain stated rates, was 
passed on to the enquirer. The names of importers from India 
were supplied to a London firm interested in waxes of ail kinds, 
bonemeal, and bone glue, gelatine, groundnuts, groundnut cake 
and oil, leather and hides and tanning materials. Several 
enquiries were received regarding the supply of wood charcoal 
and coconut-shell charcoal. The names of Indian exporters were 
given in reply to these enquiries. Extracts from publications on 
coconut-shell charcoal were supplied by the Director-General of 
Commercial Intelligence, in reply to a request from the Commercial 
Attache to the ·French Embassy. The Commercial Attache also 
wanted the names of importers of Indian Mowra meal in this 
country, and the names of six firms in London, one in Stafford 
and one in Leeds, . were supplied. The names of four :firms 
exporting Mowra meal from India were supplied to a firm in 
Lincolnshire. 
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Sports Goods: A list of firms interested in importing sports 
r>ods was sent to. t~e Dire?t~r-Gener.al of Commet·cial Intelligence 
1ll reply to enqu:mes received by htm from several Indian firms 
desirous of exporting sports goods. An interesting enquiry was 
received, through a Sussex firm, :from an individual in Spain 
wanting to represent Indian firms exporting sports goods from 
India. The names of seven exporters of sporting requisites were 
sent on to him. A London firm was also given the names of 
exporters of sports requisites from India. 

Coir Mats and Matting: Oonsiderable interest was shown in the 
imports of coir mats and matting from India. The . names of 
seven importers of these goods in this country were supplied to 
a Sheffield firm. In reply to an enquiry from an Ipswich firm, 
the names of four London brokers dealing in Indian coir mats 
were supplied. In reply to an enquiry from a Spanish firm, the 
names of two Calcutta firms, one Malabar firm and one Bombay 
firm, were supplied. An enquiry was received from the Federa
tion of British Industries for the names of importers of gr~ss 
mats, similar to those made in China from sea-grass. The names 
of nine exporting firms in India were supplied to a firm in 
Toronto in reply to an enquiry for "India coco door mats." A 
London firm was supplied with the names of seven South Indian 
firms who manufacture coconut mats but who were not repre
sented in this country. An Alleppey firm was given the name of 
a firm prepared to re-export coir goods to Continental countries. 

Jute Goods: A Calcutta firm was given a list of firms in this 
country interested in importing Hessian bags. A Swansea firm 
was given a list of manufacturers of jute bags in India with 
their London itddresses. A Cardiff and a London firm were given 
the names of five firms in Calcutta exporting fancy jute webbing. 
A London representative of a firm in Chicago wanted to be put in 
touch with the sources in Calcutta of supply of jute article~ 
and was given the names of six exporters of jute twine and 
cordage rope from India. 

Carpets: A Spanish firm was given the n!'mes of six London 
importers of Indian mats and matting, carpets and rugs, and 
cotton piecegoods. The London Chamber of Commerce was sup
piied with the names of four Madras manufacturers of " Deccan 
rugs " and four Bangalore firms exporting Bangalore carpets 
CWallajas). A London firm wa~ given th_e names of eight manu
facturers of carpets in the Umted Provmces. Another concern 
was given the names of four :Mir~pur ma~uf~~;cturers of ha~d
woven rugs, as he specified the M1rzapur dtstnct. An en9u1ry 
was received from a Dundee firm for the exporters from Indta of 
rugs, numdahs, etc., and th~ n~mes _of six Indian exporti~g firms 
and fiv~ importer~ from. Indta tn th1s country were supplied. 
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Arts and Crafts, Cottage Industries and Fancy Goods: .A.n 
enquiry was received from one of the big Departmental Stores 
in London for cotton bedspreads supplied by Patna cottage 
industries, and the enquirers were put in touch with sources of 
supply. The North-West Frontier Agricultural Department waa 
put in touch with a firm in London interested in Indian arts and 
crafts with a view to dispose of " Pariala" workbaskets. Samples 
of " Gota " and " Keka " chains were received from Patna in 
order to test the market here. The enquiries are still in progress. 
The names of seven importers of Indian artwa.re were sent to the 
Director-General of Commercial Inte'lligence to meet an enquiry 
from a firm in Benares. 

Ivory: The names of three manufacturers and exporters of 
carved ivory were given to a Tourist Agency in London. The 
names of two manufacturers of celluloid works in India were 
supplied in reply to an · enquiry from a Surrey firm. Madras 
hand-made lace exhibits received from a firm in Madras were dis
played in the British Industries Fair and the firm was given 
advice as to a suitable medium in which to place the advertise
ments which they desired to insert. The names of five importers 
were supplied to another manufacturer of lace from Madras, and 
the samples sent by the firm were retained in this Office for the 
inspection of enquiring importers as the occasion arises. 

MISCELLANEOUS MANUFACTURES. 

The names of three importers in this country of real Madras 
handkerchiefs were supplied to a Manchester firm. In reply to 
a further enquiry from the same firm the names of five Indian 
exporters were supplied. A firm in London was put in to.uch 
with four manufacturers and exporters of glass and china ware 
in India. The names of five manufacturers and exporters of 
musical instruments from India were given to a London firm 
which was interested in them as a result of an enquiry from South 
Africa. Names of exporters of canes and rattans were supplied 
to a London :6.rm in reply to an enquiry. The names of seven 
manufacturers and . exporters of candles were supplied to the 
Federation of British Industries. Enquiries are being ·made in 
India regarding the manufacture of " pearl " and horn buttons 
to be communicated to a London :6.rm. Enquiries have been 
received from Oslo through a London firm regarding the sources 

. of supply in India of chromite, manganese ore, oilseeds, ground
nuts and rapeseed. The required information was duly supplied. 
The names of four Indian tanners were supplied to a London 
firm interested in !leather imports. The names of eight manufac
turers and exporters in India of tanned chrome leather were 
supplied to a Leicester firm. An interesting enquiry was received 
from a gentleman re~ardins- Indian tents. T)lis was J19t ?t 
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trade enquiry but he wanted to recommend them to his friends 
as he considered that Indian tents were superior to English tent~ 
for purposes of summer camping in this country. The names of 
suppliers of Indian tents were also supplied to the Crown Agents 
for the Colonies, who had received enquiries from the Conservator 
of Forests at the Gold Coast. The names of four importers of 
drugs in London were given to a firm in Bhopal. The names of 
four Consulting Chemists were forwarded to a firm of soap manu
facturers in Calcutta. 

*Chapter IV.-Indian Timbers. 

There was a marked increase in the quantity of hardwoods 
imported into the United Kingdom during 1934. Indian timbers 
other than teak did not, however, bulk largely in this increase. 
Heavy competition continues to keep prices low and freight 
charges handicap Indian timbers. Teak continues in demand for 
ship. and railway use, but in all forms of construction there is 
heavy competition from substitutes. The increased use of veneers 
limits the demand for decorative woods. 

In terms of th(msands of loads (generally a load is 50 cubic 
feet, but in the case of softwoods and pitprops imported in the 
round it is 40 cubic feet) the quantity of unmanufactured timber 
imported into the United Kingdom from all sources of supply 
during 1934 compaTes as follows with the imports of 1933 and the 
average imports of the five-year period 1926-30:-. 

In (000) loads, 

Average of Change in 

1933 1934 1934 on average 
5 years o£1926-30 

1926-30. +or-
-------

Hardwoods ... . .. 731 587 740 + 9 
Softwoods ... 5,477 5,930 6,698 + 1,221 
Not definitely classed 

as hardwoods or soft-
woods ... ... 3,567 3,053 3,657 + 90 

-------------
Total ... . .. 9,775 9,570 11,095 + 1,320 

ln addition to timber, 10 million cubic feet of plywood were 
imported in 1934 as against eight million cubic feet imported in 
1933. 

*Chapter written by Sir H. W. A. Watson, Kt., Timber Adviser to 
~h11 High Commissioner for Jn(lia. 

c2 
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The above figures iHustrate the large quantities of timber 
required fc_>r use in the United Kingdom in spite of the com
petition of substitutes. 

Imports of Indian timbers totalled 30,500 cubic tons in 1934, 
as against 17,300 cubic tons in 1933 and an average of 37,000 
cubic oons for the five-year pe1•iod 1926-30. The main timber 
imported was teak, but there was some increase in the imports of 
other timbers, notably gurjun and pyinkado, the latter in the 
form of :B.ooring strips. 

Deliveries of Indian timbers through the agency of this office 
totalled 1,005 oons in 1934-35, as against 1,210 oons in 1933-34. 
The decrease is due oo shipments not arriving until just after the 
close of the year. Sales were efiected :for 1,308 tons in 1934-35 
as against 1,190 tons in 1933-34. -

ENQUIRIES.-

Commercial enquiries of the year analyse as :follows :-
Enquiries resulting in sales . . . 19 
Enquiries for specified quantities of timber, not 

resulting in sales 15 
Tentative enquiries regarding supplies and pro-

duction 11 
Indefinite 1 

Total 46 

In addition there were the usual enquuies from consumers 
regarding sources of supply of timbers, etc. Amongst these latter 
enquiries several were for haldu and one :for :B.ooring strips of 
Burma padauk, neither of which appear to be stocked by the 
London merchants. 

The chief decorative timbers in demand were Indian silver
grey wood and Indian laurel. The demand for rosewooa is chie:B.y 
for the Continental markets. Padauk, like most red woods, is 
temporarily out of favour. 

Chooi (Sageraea elliptica) from the Andamans was tri~d for 
golf club shafts, but considered not to be competitive in priceOi· 
specification w:ith the American tim.bers used for the purpose. 

One merchant tried a log of sissoo £rom Bengal but did not 
find the timber attractive as a commercial prO}Josition. 

The reduced price has widened the uses of teak, which is much 
in evidence for garden £rame work, seats in parks and o11tdoor 
purposes generally. · 
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PROPAGANDA. 

Panels in Indian laurel and Indian rosewood framed in 
Indian silver-grey wood, were added to the show' windows at 
India House. The Imperial Institute added ·a diorama stand in 
Indian laurel from Madras to the Indian gallery. This wood 
yielded some beautiful figured panels. 

An effective display of teak was staged by the principal Burma 
shippers of teak at the British Industries Fair at Olympia, and 
teak was prominent elsewhere at the Exhibition in the shape of 
garden furniture, cabinets and small articles. 

The Timber Development AsBOcfation continues its good work 
for the purpose of counteracting the insidious propaganda in 
favour of substitutes for timber. Amongst other activities it 
pub'lished a " Use Chart " for timbers in The Architecttt1'al 
Review for August, 1934. The timbers in the Chart' include 
gurjun, Indian laurel, Indian silver-grey wood, Andaman marble 
wood, rosewood, satin wood, teak and thitka. 

PROMINENT BUILDINGS IN WHICH INDIAN TIMBERS 

HAVE BEEN USED DURING THE YEAR. 

Window frames in teak, panelling in Indian silver-grey wood, 
and flooring in Andaman gurjun, were used in the replica of the 
King's House at the Dai~ Mail Ideal Homes Exhibition at 
Olympia. 

Teak, Indian silver-grey wood and Indian laurel were used 
in the new buiiJ.ding of the Royal Institute of British Architects. 

* Chapter V .-Lac and Shellac. 

THE LAc MARKET. 

The table of shellac prices, receipts, deliveries and stock9 
reproduced below, represents in short the story of the meteoric 
rise and catastrophic fall 'Of the London shellac " pool " in the 
year under review. Stocks accumulated rapidly, reaching a peak 
figure of well over 313,000 cases in December, but prices, after 
touching 115s. in May, 1934, dropped steadily to the low figure 
of 47s. 6d. in March, 1935. Fortunes have been made and llost 
in shellac in the last eighteen months, but; on balance, the 
uncertainty engendered in· consumers' minds ·has largely 

• Chapter written by Mr. A. J. Gibson, F.C.H., F.T •. S., _Spepial 
Officer Lac Inquiry, London Sheline Research But·eau. 
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neutralised the advantage of the cheapness of the commodity 
since November, 1934. 

London, in Packages (TN) 
London Prices 

Month. Shillings 
per cwt. spot TN 

Landings. Deliveries. StooJ<a. 

---------
1934. 

206,965 April ... 100/- 40,107 2,953 
May ... 115/- 29,543 2,779 233.729 . 

3,421 256,649 June ... IIU/- 26,341 
July ... ... 100/- 5,253 2,932 258,970 
August ... 9i/- 48,335 3,137 304,168 
September ... 95/- 855 3,027 301,996 
Ootoher ... 92/6 1,878 4,202 299,672 
November ••• 85i- 9,738 5,874 803,536 
December ... 85/- 16,854 5,800 313,510 

1936. 
January ... 66/- 5,348 5,817 313,041 
February ... 70/- 3.959 12,926 304,074 
M&reh ... 47/6 to 3,978 10,786 297,266 

00/-

THE w OR!!: OF '.CHE SPECIAL OFFICER LAC INQUIRY AND THE 

LoNDON SHELLAc REsEARcH BuREAU. 

The consolidation of old contacts and the securing of many 
new ones was the principal work of the year, consumers being 
informed by means of personal calls and interviews, distribution 
of literature. reviews, articles, translations, special reports, 
attendance at scientific societies' meetings and gatherings, by 
speeches and by lectures, of the activities of the London Shellac 
Research Bureau and its workers, and of the co-workers at the 
Indian Lac Research Institute, Ranchi, and the Shellac Research 
Bureau, New York. The activities of the Special Officer Lac 
Inquiry have beoome very closely associated with those of the 
London Shellac Research Bureau and can no longer be treated 
conveniently or profitably from a separate standpoint. The co
operation of New York with I.ondon and the parent institute-in 
India has placed lac research definitely on an international basis, 
the results so far achieved being a good augury for the future 
of_ the lac industry, though the handicaps of :fluctuating prices 
and :fluctuating quality are such as to hinder gravely the develop
ments which wou[d otherwise accrue from successful research 
work. 

'!'he consumel"'s point of view has again to be put on 1·ecord, 
:for unless his demands can be implemented lac research work will 
remain largely of .academic value. The consumer wants lac· 
prod~cts at re~sonable prices a~d o~ ,guaranteed purity and 
quabty. That a what the synthetiC resm Ol' "shellac substitute'' 
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manufacturers can give him, ana the Indian producer and manu
facturer has either to accept this position of affairs or to face the 
gradual s~rinkag~ of the trade in a valu?'ble Indian commodity, 
a. commodit;Y which has u~dou~ted te~hmcal advantages over its 
nvals, but IS confronted with difficulties only capable of solution 
at the production end. 

The Special Officer Lac Inquiry undertook a three weeks' tour 
in France, Belgium· and Germany in December, 1934, which 
resulted in much useful discussion with consumers and research 
workers, and an interchange of views, research results and sug
gestions for future research work. Contact was established with 
no fewer than three independent research workers in Germany, 
working on the application of lac. Some of this work has proved 
of considerabie interest. 

Membership of the following societies and research institutions 
was secured or continued :-

The Linnean Society of London. 
Plastics Group of the Society of Chemical Industry (member 

of committee and convener of the papers suo-committee). 
American Chemical Society (member). 
Pine Institute of America (member). 
lnstitut du Pin, France (foreign member). . 
Oil and Colour Chemists' Association (member of council). 
Research Association of British Paint,. Colour and Varnish 

Manufacturers (member of council). 
Essential Oils and Resins Committee, Imperial Institute 

(member). 
Tanning Materials Committee, Imperial Institute (member). 
British Electricall and Allied Industries Research Association 

(associate member). 
International Electro-Technical Com:tnission Committee No. 

15, " Shellac" (chairman). 
Imperial Economic Committee, :Minor Forest Products Survey 

Committee (chairman). 

The attendances at meetings of some of the above totalled over 
forty-five in the year. 

Personal callers at India House numbered 149, but much of the 
business was done over the telephone. Works and business visits 
totalled eighty-five, while [etters received amounted to over 3,500 
and issues over 4,600. The London Shellac Research Bureau 
mailing list now totals over 1,300. 

Lectures or addresses were delivered as follows:-
17th October, 1934: "Natural Resins "-Society of Chemical 

Industry (published in J O'Urnol of Society of Chemical 
lnd'Uitry, dated November 23rd, 1934).- . . . 
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15th November 1934: " Decolorization o:f Lac Products''
Borough Poiytechnic (published in the Oil and Colour 
Tf'ailes' JO'Urnal, dated November 23rd, 1934). 

28th November, 1934: " Shellac "-Deptford Rotary Club. 
4th February, 1935: "The Lac Industry "-Society of 

Chemical Industry. 
7th February, 1935: " Shellac ''-Birmingham ~ai~t Varn~sh 

and Lacquer Club, and Oil and Colour Chemists AssoCia
tion (published in Oil and Colour Trades' Journal, dated 
February 15th, 1935). 

Assistance was given to Count Moroni for a lecture on shellac 
m Milan~ 

Lac product exhibits.were prepared for:-
(a) A Birmingham Trade Exhibition, June, 1934. 
(b) The Canadian National Exhibition, Toronto, August 

24th to September 8th, 1934. 
(c) The Universal and International Exhibition, Brussels, 
· May to October, 1935, of which full details will be given 

in the Annual Report for 1935/36. 
Natural resin collections (including lac) were prepared for:-

(a) Mr. A. E. Wilson, 
Technical College, 

&yds Hall, 
Huddersfield. 

(b) The Director, 
Paint Research Station, 

Waldegrave Road, 
Teddington. 

LAC RESEARCH IN THE UNITI!lD KINGJJUM. 

The London Shellac Reseaf'ch Bureau. 

Considerable progress has to be recorded in the researc4. work 
proceeding in the United Kingdom on the application of lac 
products in industry. At Messrs. The British Thomson-Houston 
Co., Ltd.'s research laboratories, Rugby, under the able guidance 
of Mr. W. Bayley Parker, Dr. Ali Karim has been engaged 
principally on ascertaining the best type of extractor and the best 
type of extracting solvent for removing the wax from lac products 
and determining the quantity, with the view to standardising this 
test. A preliminary report lias been submitted to the British 
Electrical and Allied Industries Research Association committee 
concerned for consideration and transmission, if approved, through 
the British National Committee (the British Standards Institu
tion) to the Intemational Electro-Technical Commission. · 



Dr. R: Bhattacharya, assisted materially by the wide ex
perience in research work of the Director of the Paint Research 
Station, Teddington, Dr. L. A. Jordan, has worked steadily on 
the constitution of [ac, and has been in consultation with the 
veteran German chemist, Dr. Werner Nagel, on the subject. 
Dr. L . .C. Yerman, in co-operation with Dr. Bhattacharya, has 
evolved a method of splitting up lac on a semi-commercial basis 
into its principal component parts, namely :-

Commercial Pure Lac· Resin, 
Commercial Soft Lac Resin, and 
Commercial Lac Wax. 

As the methods used are the subject of a published paper 
(Technical Paper No. 1 of the London Shellac Research Bureau
" Isolation of Pure Lac Resin"), further details need not be 
given here. 

The policy, however, behind lac research work in the United 
Kingdom, namely, that as lac is not a chemical entity efforts 
have to be made to i110late its components, in order to arrive at 
materials having the desired specific industrial properties, has 
borne rapid fruit. The " pure lac resin" is showing definite 
indications of being of higher value than ordinary lac as a varnish 
in electrical insulations, as the resultant film has a considerably 
higher breakdown voltage, higher water resistance, longer life 
under prolonged heating at temperatures as high as 120° C., 
excellent hardness, toughness, :flexibility and adhesion to copper, 
while showing no sign of " greening " in contact with that metal. 
The " soft resin," better known as the " ether soluble resin," 
has been ·found to lie directly soluble in drying ·oils, such as 
linseed and tung oils, and thus opens up a new field of uses for 
lac in the baking and stoving enamel · industries. · The lac wax 
is recoverable in an exceptionally pure state and will find scope 
for uses in the polishing industries, etc., and as a good alternative 
to beeswax. · 

During the year Professor A. C. Chibna:ll and his co-workers 
completed their independent researches' on the chemical constitu
tion of lacwax, and the results have been published. (Biochemical 
Joumal, XXVIII, No. 6, 1934, pp. 2176-2219). 

The· pubiished m:lrk of the London Shellac Research Bureau 
during the year was as rollows :-

(1) Technical Paper No. 1, ''Isolation of Pure Lac Resin," 
by Drs. Yerman and Bh~~ottacharya. 

(2) First BuHetin, . being lectures on : -· 
(a) "Note on the Constitution of Lac," by Dr. 

Bhattacharya, and 
(h) " SOme Industrial Possibilities of Pure Lac Resi~," 

· ·- ·· ·. by Dr: Verman; ·· ·. · 
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. (3) "Abstracts hearing on Shellac Research Literature :lor 
the period 1st January, 1928, to 31st December, 1934." 

In the Press. 
(4) Reprint from the Journal of the Oil and Colour Chemists' 

Association, May, 1935, of a lecture by Dr. Ali Karim 
on " The Prob'lems of the Chemistry of Lac," delivered 
in Birmingham on February 7th, 1935 .. 

(5) Technical Paper No. 2, " Identification and Analysis of 
Lac," by Dr. R. Bhattacharya. 

(6) Technical Paper No. 3, "Fundamental Physical Pro
perties of Lac-Part 1-Yechanical Properties," by Dr. 
L. C. Yerman. 

Eaeh of these papers (except No. 3, which is of limited 
intereet) ran to first editions of 1,500, which about meets present 
requirements. 

The above account only describes the principal activity of each 
of the Indian research workers. Much other work was accom· 
plished and is recorded in their six-monthly progress reports to 
30th June, 1934, and 31st December, 1934. 

'' Specific Lac Inquiries " from consumers reached the :figure of 
forty-five in the year 1934/35; these were attended to and proved 
an excellent medium for building up friendly relations with [ac 
consUm.ers. A · feature of the year was the increasing contact· by 
the· Indian Research Workers with lac consuming industries in 
the ·united Kingdom ·by means of works and research laboratory 
visits, and this policy is being developed on the principle that a 
personal interview is worth many letters . 

. Close attention is paid to literature and patents bearing <!n 
lac. and abstracts are published every two months in a special 
section of the " Review of Current Literature " of the Paint 
Research Station, Teddington. In this work the whole of the 
staff of t4e London Shellac Research Bureau takes its share. 

Mr. A. K. Thakur, on study leave in the United Kingdom 
from the Indian Lac . Research Institute, Ranchi, continued his 
work at the Imperial Institute and prepared a paper on an 
improved method for washing sticklac, which very efl'ective'ly 
removes the soluble dye and nitrogenous matter, leaving a 
remarkably clean, fine-grained seedlac, easy to bleach and with 
a natural colour-index number far better than that of ordinary 
seedlac. The paper has been submitted to the Research Sub
Committee of the Indian Lac Cess Committee ·for approval for 
publication. 

With the increasing exports of seedlac ·from India and the 
increasing discontent of users, in the United Kingdom, the United 
States of America and Germany, wit.h the qua~ity exported, Mr. 
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Thakur's work becomes of considerable importance to seedlac 
producers in India. 

Two notable books bearing on lac and its uses have appeared 
during the year :-

(a) 

(b) 

"The Gramophone Record," by H. Courtney-Bryson. 
This is the first published book which deals with the 
gramophone industry and the details of the making of 
gramophone records, and as about 40% of the .Indian 
lac output is still consumed by the gramophone industry 
the volume is of exceptional interest to.lac producers .. 
" Shellac," by Dr. E. J. Parry. ·This book is the first 
attempt since the appearance of the Lindsay and Harlow 
report on shellac in 1921, to tell the whole story of lac in 
one volume. It is excellently written and forms an 
authoritative and up-to-date record of what lac is, how 
it is used, how it is tested and how it is marketed. 

The Advisory Committee on Lac and Shellac Research in the 
United Kingdom, under the Chairmanship of the High Com
missioner for India, met twice during the year and its Technical 
Sub-Committee three times. 

The following changes took place in the membership of the 
committees in 1934/35. 

RESIGNED. 

Sir Harry I,indsay, K.C.I.E., C.B.E., 
Indian Trade Commissioner (retired). 

Mr. W. Duval, 
Chairman, London Shellac Trade Association. 

APPOINTED. 

Dr. D. B. Meek, C.I.E., O.B.E., 
Indian Trade Commissioner. 

*Mr. A. F. Suter, of Messrs. A. F. Suter & Co., Ltd. 

Co-opM~tion with the Iruli~n Lae Resemrch Imtiwte and with the 
New York Shellac ReBearch Bureau. 

On June 19th, 1934; the Indian Lac Cess Committee ratified 
an agreement with the United States Shellac Importers' Associa
tion, by means of which lac research results in India, in the 
United Kingdom and in· America, against a subsidy from the 
Indian Lac Cess ·committee, would be pooled for the next three 
years. Co-operation is being built up by exchange of corre
spondence, reports and publications, the ultimate object being 
to delimit the spheres of lac research in each country in order 

• Member of the Technical Sub·Committee of the Advisory Committee. 



to p1·event overlapping,· while at the same time exploring the 
possibilities of co-operative researcli. projects and co-operative 
publication. The difficulties are formidable, if only from the 
geographical point of view, for it is not easy to reach agreement 
when the principals are many thousands of miles apart. On the 
other hand delay in delimitation is not entirely disadvantageous. 
Dr. L. A. Jordan aptly remarked in the preface to Technical 
Paper No. 1 of the London Shellac Research Bureau, that where 
lac research is concerned the field of interest is so wide and the 
scientific background so imperfectly understood, that to some the 
communicatipns to be made may seem to be as disconnected as 
units of a jigsa~· puzzle, but the essential thing, he continued, 
was that the units shall be useful, leaving time to weave the 
pattern and to disclose the picture. 

In the circumstances at present existing this view of the 
situation is eminently sound though in the near future exchange 
of views by correspondence, etc., will have to be supplemented 
by meetings of the principals of the research organisations if 
the full benefit from the funds being spent on lac research is to 
be reaped. Meanwhiile inevitable duplication of research work 
will continue for a time, but this will check results obtained, show 
up errors made and will add, ultimately, to the value of the 
results achieved. 

Synthetic Ruins. 

The year showed continued development in the synthetic 
1·esin industry, in production, organisation and in publicity. The 
United States of America, the United Kingdom, Germany, France 
and Italy all have regularly published journals now dealing with 
the plastics moulding trade. A point of considerable interest is 
that for moulding powders lac produets or derivatives would have 
to sell at 35s. a cwt. to be competitive, while a teclmical point 
of still greater importance is the fact that the difficulties in the 
use of lac in a " closed " mould have not yet been successfully 
overcome. Whether elimination of the intractable " soft resin " 
wiP, improve matters here, as it should, is still a matter f'!>r 
experiment. The probability that the uses of synthetic resins 
in combination with natural resins, shellac among others, as 
envisaged in this report a year ago, would develop is being borne 
out both in the patent [iterature on the subject and in practice. 
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* Chapter VI.-Indian Minerals.-General. 
In common with other commodities, ma1·kets for mine1·als and 

metals are affected adverse'ly (1) by the growth ·of economic 
nationalism with restrictions of imports of raw materials and the 
search for substitutes for metals and minerals already in general 
use, (2) by inter-governmental trade agreements with the resultant 
system of quotas and (3) by exchange :fluctuations and difficulties. 

There are other factors at work which are often diametrically 
opposed. Constant research is going on with the object of 
improving methods of extraction and treatment of ores and 
minerals, leading to increased output and utilisation of lower 
grade materials. On the other hand investigations fur the 
improvement, easier handling and new uses for metals· and- alloys 
are always in progress. Fuel research is directed towards greater 
efficiency in the use of coal as a source of power and must tend 
towards a decrease in output; Methods for combating the effects 
of corrosion of metals and alloys are being sought for and must 
result in decreased replacement due to wear and tear. New uses 
for materials generally lead to the displacement of already 
established substances. The trade in scrap or " secondary " 
metals is bound to become an increasingly important factor in 
the world's markets, especially if prices of fresh supplies of metal 
recover. 

Movements towards restriction of output continue to spread 
and an agreement has been reached by the principal copper 
producers outside the U.S.A. and Canada. The United States 
market is closed to outsiders by the existing import tax of_ 4 cents 
per lb., equivalent to approximately £18 lOs. Od. per ton or more 
than 500,.{, of the present price, and in addition the industry is 
controlled by Presidential decree. Much of the Canadian copper 
is a by-product of the nickel and gold industries and it is certain 
that the output of the latter more valuable metals will not be 
restricted. For the rest (i.e., the African and South American 
producers) agreement was reached on the following basis:-

(1) Curtailment of output by 264,000 tons yearly to be 
effective from the 1st June, 1935. 

(2) Compilation of complete statistics so that, while an 
adequate supply of copper will be provided at all times, 
accumulation of excess stocks will be avoided. 

(3) Co-operation in foreign markets of producers other than 
those who actively participated in . the conference i.e 
assured. 

(4) Uniform trade practices governing sales, deliveries and 
terms of payment will be adopted. 

• Chapter written by Mr. G. H. Tippe•·, F.G:S., Minerals Adviser tQ 
the High Commissioner for Jpdia, 
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· (I>) Each producer reserves fre-edom. of action within the 
above iJ.imitations. There will be no pooling of sales nat 
fixing of prices but an effort will be made to ensurA 
stable markets, and avoid wide .fluctuation~ of prices. 

(6) The period of agreement (subject to certain contin
gencies) will be until 1st July, 1938. 

It will be seen that the schem~ as above outlined is very 
partial, depending as it does on the voluntary restriction to be 
carried out at the expense of two pl'IQducing countries in which 
are included companies whose costs are the lowest known. More
over, no mention is made of the trade in 8crap copper, a trade 
of considerable dimensions and one which is bound oo increase in 
the future. 

In spite of al:l its drawbacks the scheme has been favourably 
received and one of its noticeable results has been an appreciation 
in the price of copper. 

The present situation necessitating this voluntary restriction 
scheme would appear to have resulted from (1) the action of 
Copper Exporters, Incorporated, in keeping prices at a high :figure, 
thereby stimulating the search for fresh sources of supply, leading 
to the discovery of the very rich deposits in Rhodesia and (2) the 
closing of the U.S.A. markets to other than domestic suppliers, 
forcing the rest of the world oo unload on the London market, 
accentuated by the export of surplus stocks from the U.S.A. 
Although it is reported that the copper producers in the U.S.A. 
do not expect oo increase their exports beyond the present :figure, 
advantage would undoubted'ly be taken of a considerable rise in 
price on the London market. 

The U.S.A. have reduced the import duty on Brazilian man
ganese ore from 110% oo M% and there is a hope that Indian 
manganese ore will be similarly favoured. Exports from India 
showed a welcome increase but are still far below the pre-slump 
:figures. Prices remain stationary and are stiH low, and there 
is no doubt that Russia remains the dominating factor in the 
market. 

At the meeting of the World Economic Conference in 1933 
an agreement on silver was reached and it was hoped that a 
further fan in price would be arrested by limiting the sales of 
demonetized and new silver for a period of years. It is doubtful 
whether this agreement had any appreciable effect. The same 
can harqly be said of the United States Silver Purchase Act. 
Under this Act silver was nationalized and its export prohibited. 
The Secretary of the Treasury was authorized oo purchase silver 
at home or abroad subject oo two limitations: (1) until the pro
portion of silver held was equivalent to 21>% of the total currency 
backing and (2) when the market price went over $1.29 per oz. 
The result has been a very considerable appreciation in the 
pric~ of th~ metal. It is questionable whether th.is rise in pric~ 



will lead to an mcrease in the production so long as the prices 
of lead and zinc remain depressed. 

The Import Duties Advisory Committee is still enquiring 
into the effect of the Ottawa Duties on the prices of lead and 
zinc.• 

The improvement in the market for mica has been well main
tained. All classes of Ruby mica continue in demand. The 
market for Madras green mica is still poor. It is believed that 
this is due to the advertisement obtained by Ruby mica during 
the War and not necessarily to the inferiority of the Madras 
product. Complaints continue to be received of the indifferent 
grading and classification of mica from certain quarters. 

CoMMERCIAL ENQUIRIES. 

The slight improvement in the conditions of trade which was 
noted in the early part of 1934 did not develop as was hoped. 
Nevertheless the number of enquiries addressed to the Minerals 
Adviser showed a slight but definite increase and as usual covered 
a very wide field. Considerable interest was aroused, for example, 
by the reported discovery of nickel ores in Singhbhum and led 
to many enquiries. It is unfortunate that this occurrence was 
of no commercial importance. 

The year's work may thus be briefly summarized :-Sixty-five 
interviews were arranged; eighty-one enquiries were received and 
answered by telephone and a similar number by post. Statistics 
relating to many Indian minerals and mineral products were 
distributed. Analyses of the following were supplied: -Coals, 
chromite, bauxite, wolfram, magnesite, talc and barytes. Infor
mation on the geological occurrence and possibiEties was furnished 
for coal, mica, beryl, bauxite and chromite. 

Nine specimens were sent from India for commercial valuation 
and these included mica, talc, barytes, granite and semi-precious 
stones. The latter were unfortunately a miscellaneous collection 
of inferior quartz crystals. 

In order of number of enquiries, the following minerals, among 
others, were the subject of requests from firms in the United 
Kingdom and abroad for names of Indian suppliers :-Mica, 
manganese, beryl, wolfram, precious and semi-precious stones, 
ilmenite, monazite, kyanite and corundum. 

Requests from India for markets in this country and abroad 
related to the following: -Mica steatite, granite, ochres, barytes, 
semi-precious stones, vanadiferous iron ore, cob9Jt-ores and 
abraRives. 

*Under the Import Duties (General Ad Valorem Reduction) (No. 1) 
Order 1935, made by the Treasury on the recommendation of the Import 
Duties Advisorv Committee the Customs Duties on wrought lead and 
zinc will, from "August 27, 1935, be 7s. 6d. and 128. 6d. per ton respectivelr 
9• 10 per cent. aci valorem whichever i'! th~ less, 
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The possibilities of Aluminium manufacture in India* wer~ 
thoroughly discussed with a large fi.rnl. of contractors in_ London 
and .during the interviews the assistance of Dr. C .. S. ·Fox. was 
much appreciated. . 

The question of the utilisation of Electric power from the 
Mettur dam for the preparation ?f fertilisers was discussed with 
interested parties~ · 

The following table gives a. digest -of work done:
Enquiries from U.K., U.S.A. and the Continent for 
Exporters of Indian minerals ....... : .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . .. .. . . . . . . 56 

-._ Enquiries regarding occurrence, extent and reserves 
of minerals in India .................................... '. . . . . 9 
Enquiries from India for names of importing 
merchants abroad .. ~ ............................................. 37 
Samples received for commercial valuation . . .. . . . . .. . . 9 
Requests for analyses of Indian minerals . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7 

. Enquiries for statistics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
Miscellaneous enquiries (mining and prospecting 
leases, tariffs, general geological and mining ques-
tions, etc.) ...................................................... .-.. 14 

PuBLICITY, 

An excellent disp'lay of Indian mica was arranged in one of 
the windows at India House bv Messrs. F. F. Chrestien & Co., 
and aroused considerable intere;t. It is hoped to arrange similar 
exhibits of other Indian minerals. 

No articles were contributed to the Press, but, as usuail, 
information. of a technical character was widely distributed and 
in many cases made use of. 

CO:Y:MITTEES. 

The Minerals Adviser attended the only meeting of the 
Advisory· Council on Minerals held at the Imperial Institute. 
No meetings of the TechnicaU Sub-committees were held during 
the year. 

IMPERIAL INSTITUTE. 

_The Imperial Institute continues to receive enquiries relating 
to Indian minerals and during the past year these numbered 30 
as compared with 29 the previous year. Only one sample was 
sent for test and that was Chromite from the Mysore State. 
Enquiries on marketing related to the_ following-Mica, chromite 
and Samarskite. Information regarding sources of supply, mode 
of occurrence and analyses was given in respect of magnesite, 
wolfram, gold, gemstones and beryl. Statistical information 
was also supplied on tin, chromite, mica, magnesite and wo'lfram. 
There were, in addition, some miscellaneous enquiries. The 
Minerals Adviser has again to express his thanks to the Mineral 
Resources Department for help most freely given, 
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coMMiTTEE 

THE LANCASHIRE INDIAN COITON COMMITTEE•s STALL AT TEXTILE SECTION. BRITISH 
INDUSTRIES FAIR. 1935. , 
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Chapter VII.-Trade Publicity. 

During the year under review, the grant for publicity work 
was increased by £1,400 and with the additional fundR thus 
pl'Qvided it was possible to take part in a larger number of 
exhibitions and fairs than had been the case during the previous 
year. Acoounts of the exhibitions in which this Department 
took part during the first three quarters of the year have alreadv 
appeared in the quarterly reports which have been published iit 
the I nilia-n Tmde Journal. Rep01·ts of the exhibitions organised 
during the quarter January to March have not, however, so fat· 
been dealt with. There were three such exhibitions, viz.: (1) The 
Bhmingham and Midland Grocers', Bakers' and Confectioners' 
and Catere1·s' Exhibition; (2) 'l'he Ihitish Industries :Fair, Loudon; 
a.nd (3) 'l'he Routh J,O!ulon Ex1tihition. A1·e1mnts of these rxhihi
tions are gh-en below :-

(1) TaE· BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND GROCERS', BAKERS', 

CONFECTIONERS' AND CATERERS' EXHIBI'IION: 

22ND TO 31ST JANUARY, 1935. 

This exhibition was held under the auspices of the grocery, 
confectione1·y and allied trades, and, as such, it was wei[ attended 
by the members of these trades. It was equally popular with the 
public. We had a small stall of the total area of 200 square feet. 
'l'he exhibits comprised the various articles appropriate to the 

· grocery trade, as well as cigars and cheroots. They were received 
from sixteen firms. In the matter of tea, a departure from the 
existing practice in the method o£ publicity was initiated at this 
exhibition. Hitherto, samples, prepared by this Department, of 
an approved blend of certain Indian teas were put up at the exhi
bitions. It was found that, though these samples were readily 
purchased by the public, there was no linking up of the publicity 
thus acquired with tbe regular trade, as the samples not being 
marketable and hearing no proprietary brands, could not be 
obtained at the shops. It was therefore decided to exhibit samples 
of proprietary brands of Indian teas, so that after the exhibition 
tltey could be identified at the shops by the customers. Such 
samples were supplied to the Indian stall at this exhibition by 
four firms of wholesale distributors o£ tea, and the purchasers 
and enquirers were referred to the shops which stocked them. 

Personal canvassing of some of the more importa~t wholesale;rs 
and retailers in the district was undertaken, and th1s resulted m 
fifty-four enquiries. Besides, twenty-seven enquiries were received 

• Chapter written b;r Mr. )3, p. Asli! Indian T.rnde Publicity Officer. 
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at the stall, bringing the total number of enquiries to eighty-one, 
as detailed below :-

Tea 
Rice 
Chutneys 
Lentils and Beans 
Curry Powder and Paste 
Cashew-nuts (roasted) ... 
Cigars 

20 
18 
17 
13 
6 
4 
3 

In rice, most of the enquiries received were for such varieties 
of Patna and Bo'ld Burma as could be matched with the Spanish
Japan rice which was found to be selling well in the district. 
However, it was found that sales of Burma rice had improved as 
compared with the sales of two years ago. Similarly, Indian 
lentils had also had a better market in preference to the Egyptian. 
This was reflected in the number of enquiries which were received 
for this commodity. 

Over 1,000 tasting samples of the value of £21 were sold at 
this exhibition and some contacts were established with the local 
traders. At the end of the show, an important retail house in 
Birmingham took over all the exhibits of chutney and condiments 
of four of the exhibitors. Three of these exhibitors were intro
duced to the firm in question £or the first time. A new connection 
was also established ·with one of the biggest tobacconists in the 
district for certain brands of cigars and cheroots, and a trial 
order, representing seven different brands, for 700 Indian cigars, 
was obtained for one of the exhibitors. 

The cost of participating in this exhibition amounted to £95. 

(2) BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, LONDON : 

18TH FEBRUARY TO 1sT MARCH, 1935. 

Stands were organised by the Department in four separate 
sections, viz.: (1) Carpets and Furniture Section; (2) Sports 
Goods Section; (3) Empire Section; and (4) National Section. 
The total area of these stands was 2,800 square feet, which was 
the largest occupied by India so far. Eleven separate stalls were 
put up, each having been assigned to a particular group of 
exhibits. Fifty :firms participated in the Indian section at this 
Fair, and, of these, :fifteen were new exhibitors. As usual, a 
separate stall was placed at the disposal of the Publicity Bureau . 
o£ the Indian Railways. The London Agent of the Bihar and 
Orissa Government Cottage Industries Depot was also allotted a 
stall (vide extract of report-Appendix E), while adjoining our 
furniture stall, a small section was allotted to a group of Burma 
Teak Shippers for the display of Burma teak. There was ~lso a 
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much more comprehensive display of furs and skins this year 
including finished products, such as coats and coatees made of 
Indian moire [a.mb, etc. Another new feature was a display of 
Indian soaps and toilet preparations manufactured by a well
known Indian concern. A small consignment of bitter oranges 
suitable for the manufacture of marmalade was received from the 
North-West Frontier Province. This was displayed in the Empire 
Section and attracted a good deal of attention from the trade. 

There were 347 trade enquiries received, as under:-

Carpets and rugs . . . 92 
Skins, hides, leather and leather goods 84 
Jute webbing 29 
Carved and inlaid woodwork 19 
Nuts and nut kernels 18 
Soaps and oils 15 
Chutneys, sauces and pickles 15 
Incense and perfumes 11 
Magnesite 8 
Curry powder and paste . . . 8 
Bitter oranges 7 
Tea 6 
Rice 4 
Jams and j elHes 4 
Beans and lentils . . . 3 
Canned fruits 3 
Various 21 

The bulk of these enquiries came from the U:p.ited Kingdom 
but there were a few, about 10%, from other countries, viz.:-

Belgium: Six (hides, skins, tea, magnesite and incense). 
Holland: Six (hides, tea, rice and incense). 
Sweden: Five {hides and incense). 
Canada: Three (chutneys and canned mangoes). 
Norway: Three (nuts and magnesite). 
France: Three (hides, magnesite and woodware). 
Poland: Two (nuts). 
Finland: Two (carpets and woodware). 
Cyprus: (Two (nuts and rice). 
Italy, Austria, Germany, Lithuania and Switzerland: One 

each (tea, hides, carpets and incense, respectively). 

In point of actual business, the results obtained were much 
better than in :previous years. Orders numbering 151 and valued 



R 37 500 · bo k d This was more than twice the business at s. , were o e . 
done at last year's fair, as shown below:- . 

1934 Fau, 
Rs. 

Bmssware 
Sports goods ... 
Carved and inlaid woodwork 
Lace and miscellaneous 
Carpets and rugs' ... 

13,000 
1,000 

500 
1,500 

16,000 

1935 Fair. 
Rs. 

22,400 
2,700 
2,300 
2,100 
8,000 

37,500 

The increase in the business wa8 general in all classe8 of ~oods, 
and particularly in the case of carpets and. s~rts. goods It _was 
due, inter alia, to the fact that they were_ exhibited 1n the sections 
appropriate to these classes of . goods. Of the~e orders, el~ven 
came from the Continent, e.g., from Holland, Fm'land, BelgiUm, 
France, Lithuania and Sweden. · Four of the orders were receiverl 
from the United States of A:merica and the rest came from the 
United Kingdom. Of the 151 orders booked, only about fifteen 
were from old customers, all the rest being new connections. 
These new connections included some very important concerns. 
References of the customers were taken up before forwarding the 
orders to the exhibitors, and, with one solitary exception, they 
were all found to be satisfactory. 

Samples of foodstu:ll's were sold, as usual, and they realise'd 
.£112. This was nearly double the sum rea1ised at the previous 
fair. There was an appreciable increase in the quantity of cigars 
sold, which was no doubt due to the fact that one of the exhibiting 
firms had introduced an up-to-date style of packing, similar to 
the Havanas and other foreign makes, in place of the old
fashioned Indian boxes and bundles, which did not sell well on 
account of their unattractive get-up. 

Besides the sale of samples of ioodstu:ll's to the public, saiJ.es 
to the trade w:re also effected. On the very first day of the fair, 
the whole cons1gnments of the artware exhibits of four firms were 
sold·. Similarly, the exhibits of lace, carpets, woodware and 
chutneys, of some of the exhibitors, were also sold. These sales 
realised £260. · 

He.r Majesty the Queen paid two visits to our stands, nt one 
of whiCh she purchased a valuable Amritsar carpet. 

The cost of participation in the fair amounted to £1,000. 
(3) SouTH LoNDoN EJtBIBITION, CRYSTAL PALAcE, 

LONDON : 6TH TO 16TH MARCH 1935 
This was a very popular show of h~useho~d d d 

d d d t . . 
1 
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possesse n goo a ver 181ng va ue. There was an E · S t · 
~t this exhibition, in which we had a fairly lara t mdpJ~ethec !On 
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of ab1mt 600 square feet. ~he exhibits represented foodstuffs, 
cigars, artware, cotton and s1lk scarves, and curtains, carpets 
etc. These were supplied by eighteen firms. Over 2,000 sample; 
to the value of £57 were sold. No wholesale trade enquiries were 
expected, as this was not a trade show. A number of retail 
enquiries were, however, received as to ·the sources of supplie11 of 
the various articles exhibited, and the enquirers were referred 
oo the retail shops concerned. The cost of participation amounted 
to £95. · 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

As mentioned at the commencement of this chapter, this 
Department was provided with more funds for expenditure on 
publicity work, and therefore was able to participate in sixteen 
exhibitions as against nine in the preceding year. These were as 
under:-

(!) The International Samples Fair, Milan: 12th to 27th 
April, 1934. 

(2) Home Lovers' Exhibition, Eastbourne: 9th to 19th May, 
1934. 

(3) Nottingham Shop Display: 23rd June to 7th July, 1934. 
(4) Aldershot Empire Show: 4th to 7th July, 1934. 
(5) Dominion Industries and Trades Exhibition, Salford: 
. 17th July to 11th August, 1934. 
(6) Canadian National Exhibition, Toronto: 24th August to 

8th September, 1934. 
(7) Manchester Tobacco Trades Exhibition : lOth to lOth 

September, 1934. 
(8) International Grocers' Exhibition, London: 22nd to 28th 

September, 1934. 
(9) Hull Daily Mail Brighter Homes Exhibition: 18th to 

29th September, 1934. 
(10) Bristol West of England· Grocers' and Food Traders' 
· · Exhibition: lOth oo 20th October, 1934. · 
(11) Cardiftl Brighter Homes Exhibition: 23rd Oooober to 3rd 
: · November, 1934. . · 
(12) Ideal Home Food and Fashions Exhibition, Edinburgh: 

3rd to 17th November, 1934. 
(13) Super Market Exhibition, Southend-on-Sea: 1st to 22nd 

DeceDlber, 1934. 
(14) Bil'DlinghaDl and Midland Grocers', Bakers', Confec

tioJ;Iers' and Caterers' Exhibition: 22nd to 31st January, 
1935. 

(15) British Industries Fair, London: 18th February to 1st 
March, 1935. . 

(16) South T.ondon Exhibition: 6th to 16th March, 1935. 

As the result of the complete abolition of the Empire :Marketing 
Board during the year under report, the expenditure in all the 
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above cases was borne entirely 'by this Department, whereas in 
the previous year three stalls were provided by the lloard at 
three exhibitions. The total cost of the sixteen exh~'bitions unde~
taken during the year amounted to £3,680, as aga~st £1,630 m 
the year 1933-34. Of this, space rent an~ construction cost ~ame 
to .about 55% of the tota:l, the balance bemg ~bs?r'bed by fretght, 
staffing, advertising, canvassing and other mctdental expenses. 
The llritish Industries Fair which cost £1,000, was the most 
expensive, the next in order 'of cost being the. Canadi~n National 
Exhibition and the Milan :Ii'air with expendttures of £715 and 
£480 respectively. Of the provincial exhibitions in the United 
Kingdom, the Nottingham Shop Display was t~e. ~ost costly, 
with an expenditure of £250. All the other exhtbtbons cost on 
an average £100, except the Aldershot Empire Show, which cost 
£32 only. 

llesides these exhibitions, participation was undertaken in 
three minor shows, where arts and crafts were exhibited and sold. 

E;~;hi/;its a1ul E.chi/;ito.-s: Among the new types of exhibits 
received during the year under t·eview, were jute webbing, soaps 
and toilet prepan~tious, vegetable extracts and oils, pistachio nuts 
and walnuts, and bitter Ol"anges. Some good specimens of carpets 
and tapestries wet·e received from Amritsar and Kashmir. The 
Mirzapur carpets t•eceived wet·e also of a better quality than in the 
past, and the same remark applies to the furs and skins. More 
varieties of jams, chutneys and sauces were received. In pistachios 
and walnuts the grading was found to be unsatisfactory as 
compared with the grading of these nuts coming to this market 
from other countries. In this respect, the raw cashew nuts werP. 
faultless and a tt·ade contact accordingly resulted. In the case of 
soaps, though the ~u~lity was reported to be good, no prices were 
quoted by the exh1b1tors and thus actual business was rendered 
difficult. The response to invitations for exhibits was better than 
last, year, but it must be mentioned again that considerable 
inc~nvenience was caused by some of _the ?x:hibitors despatching 
the1r. goods at the last. moment. Th1s pomt was raised in the 
previous J•eports of th1s Department, but some exhibitors in 
Inclia do not seem to realise the importance to themselves as 
well ~s to the Department, of despatching their exhibits by' the 
prescribed dates. 

Sale of Samples: At every exhibition organised during the 
year, sand1ples. otf fD?dh phrod_ucts were sold; which increased in 
ra~ge an v~ne y w1t t e Increase in the number of exhibitors. 
W1th the obJect, however, of retaining the goodwill a d . · tJ t · f tl .1 n sec.urmg 

t 
1e cnt·OJlel'at!Jon ? 1efretn~- eJ"R, it was found ab~olutelv necessary 
o res net 1e s1v.e~ o the samples to the minim · 1 · 

th f I . um. n some 
cases, ere ore, a1·ger sizes offered for sale as samples had to be 
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refused. 'l'he customers served numbered 25,800 du1·ing the year 
as compared with 20,000 in the preceding year, and the sale~ 
realised £480, as against £370 last year. Among the exhibitions 
in the United Kingdom, the British Industries Fair showed the 
best sales, amounting to £111, the next best being the Ideal 
Homes Exhibition, Edinburgh, the South London Exhibition, the 
Nottingham Shop Display and the Hu'll Brighter Homes Exhibi
tion. Cigars, tea and chutneys were the best sellers. Nearly 
10,000 cigars to the value of £157 were sold, as against 4,090 
cigars (value £65) sold the year before. Similarly, the sales of 
tea and chutney showed increases, there being 6,000 samples of 
tea (value £77) and 4,715 samples of chutney (value £135) sold, 
as against 3,218 samp1es of tea (value £40) and 4,180 samples of 
chutney (value £108) sold ·last year. There was a considerable 
falling off in the sale of canned fruits. Only 141 tins to the value 
of £13 were sold, as compared with 868 tins to the value of £51 
the previous year. This decline was due to the shortage of 
supply of samples. Other sales were 2,400 samples of curry 
powder (value £60), 1,000 packets of rice (value £11), 770 packets 
of cashew nuts (value £15), 242 packets of Poppadums (value 
£5), 75 packets of Bombay Duck (value £2), and 227 packets 
of lentils (value £2). Burma butter beans failed to attract any 
notice on account of their comparatively poor quality and 
appearance. 

In addition to the samples of foodstuffs, exhibits of artware, 
carpets, lace and leather goods, etc., were soia to the traae, 
realising about £900, of which £437 was realised at the Toronto 
Exhibition, £260 at the British Industries Fair, £176 at the 
Milan Fair, and the babnce at other exhibitions in the United 
Kingdom. The total sales effected during the year of food products 
and other exhibits amounted to £1,380, as compared with £802 in 
the preceding year, showing an increase of 73%. 

Orders: The Toronto Exhibition and the British Industries 
Fair were the only twoo exhibitions at which there were facilities 
for the booking of orders from the trade. The total value of the 
orders thus booked came to £2,900 (£91 at Toronto and the rest 
at the British Industries Fair), compared with £1,200 last year. 
It will be noted from the figures given below fur t~e. ~ast. four 
years that the business actually booked at the exhibitions has 
shown a big increase from year to year:-

Year. 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 

VaJiue of 
orders. 
£365 
£717 

£1,200 
£2,900 

Approximate 
percentage of increase. 

100% 
66% 

142% 
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One of the causes which contributed to the large increase in 
1935 was the fact that some of the exhibitors quoted better 
discount terms, which induced some large wholesale distribu.tors 
to plane substantial orders. Besides, better 01·ders "\"ere rece1_ved 
in cases where a wide and varied range of samples were suppbed. 
Some of the exhibitors had supplied only a few lines selected in 
a haphazard manner, and they were therefore disappointe_d, as 
t.heir exhibits did not present to the prospective buyer a suffimently 
wide range from which to make his selection. . Another ~eterrent 
to successful business was the heavy packmg, h;1ndhng and 
forwarding charges in India quoted in certain cases, notably in 
the case of the woodwork from Saharanput·. These charges must 
"be kept as low as possible. 

Canvassing of Shops: During the year, 380 shops and firms 
were canvassed in the various districts where exhibitions took 
place, as compared with 112 last year. Wherever an exhibition 
was held, every effort was made to link up the display with the 
local trade. This was done by inducing the local dealers to make 
simultaneous displays of Indian goods in their shop windows, and 
they were furnished witl!. the necessary display materials and 
even exhibit~r for the purpose. About forty new connections :were 
made in the various centres, as shown below:-

Easthourne: Three for cigat'S, etc. ; two for chutneys; two for 
curry powder, etc. 

Salford : One for arts and crafts. 
Manchester: One for cigars. 
Toronto : One fer cigars; one for condiments; two for artware. 
Bristol : One for cigars ; four for chutneys ; two for curry 

powder. · 
Ca~diff: One for arts and. craft~; one for chutneys, etc. 
Ed~nburgh: Three for ctgars; three fer chutneys·, etc.; two 

for cashew nuts (roasted); two for canned fruits; two for 
curry paste ; one for arts and crafts. 

~ut~end : One for chutneys, etc. 
Bummgham: One for cigars; two for chutneys, etc. 

The~e were,. of course, in addition to the 130 and more new 
col!n.ecttons wht_ch we~e secured through the orders taken at the 
BntJsh Industries Fatr, mentioned elsewhere in this report. 

Enquiries: The total number of trade enquiries r <' • d d 
dealt with at exhibitions during the repot·t year e eivSe<JO an 

d "th 6~0 l t · was - , as oo1!1~are WI • • as. ye~r-_ an mcrease of 22%. bf tltese the 
BTr1t1s~ IEndhu~ht"?t~s F

7
a
1
lr y1elded 347, Milan Fair 92 ana' the 

Ol'on,u 'x I l Jon . The Birmingham Exh'b't· . ' ' ld d 8 
1 th Ed' b h E h'b' . t lIon yte e 1 nne e. m urg x I tbon 60 enquires. Of tl t th 

Intemahonal ·Grocers' Exhibition was the b t dle .rels ' e es an yte ded 3G 
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enquiries. Of these enquiries, 128 (or 16%) wer.e from the 
Continent, 73 from America and the rest from the United 
Kingdom. Last year, 30% of the enquiries Game from the 
Continent. The drop of 14% was obviously due to the various 
import restrictions. and the all-round slump in the European 
markets. 

More than half of the enquiries were for foodstuffs, and the 
rest for semi-manufactured and manufactured goods. The 
enquiries for food products predominated, mainl,r because we took 
part in more food products exhibitions than Ill the exhibitions 
showing other articles. Amongst enquiries for other articles, the 
largest number was for carpets, leather, skins, sports goods and 
jute webbing. In foodstuffs, the largest number of enquiries was 
contributed by chutneys, curry powders and rice. Tea, nuts and 
nut kernels were the next best; canned fruits, jams and jellies 
and lentils were responsible for th~ remainder. A good number 
of enquiries were also received for cigars. 

0BSEB.VATIONS ON SOME OF THE EXliiBITS. 

Rioe: Patna rice attracted greater attention than before, and 
the long grain types which were exhibited proved popular. How
ever, frequent enquiries were ·received for a rice to match the 
type known as "Spanish-Japan." The nearest to this quality 
is produced by Australia and is known as the Australian Empire 
Rice, which is becoming more popular. 

Chutneys: More and more varieties of Indian mango chutneys 
are being put on the market, and the demand for chutney in 
bulk shows. signs of increase. The varieties which are clearer in 
appearance are preferred to the cloudy ones. The bulk of the 
demand is still for the sweet sliced variety. The other varieties, 
such as Major Grey, Bengal Club, Col. Skinner, etC., have a 
limited demand. ·· . ... . . 

Nuts and nut kernels: In this line, roasted cashew nuts are 
slowly. beginning· to be known. - They 'are regarded as ·very 
·delicious, but the prices at which they are retailed, viz., 21• to 
2s. 4d. per lb., militate against a rapid increase· in tlieir 'popu

: larity. However; it will take a long time yet before this nut 
be~mes as popular in this country as it is in the United States 

·of ·America; · 

Canned fruits : The tinned mangoes are becoming more 
popular, as one of the new brands imported has a more attractive 
get-up than has been available previously. The contents. have 
also improved in quality and the grading of slices "is more um:form. 

Burma butter bean~ : The various ilffol·ts uiade to · poptilarise 
this commodity through exhibitions and canvassing have proved 
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unsuccessful, because of its smaller size and inferior cooking 
<iualities as compared with the Madagasc~r beans. A bean of 
larger size would have a better chance on this market. 

Leather goods : Exhibits of suitcases, ladies' handbags, etc., .o:f 
crocodile and pigskin, have been received for th': las~ two or 
three years. The quality has improved but th~r~ IS still much 
room for improvement in the :finish. The hnmgs, !asteners, 
edgings, etc., have shown defects which can be co~rected by 
exercising more care in the making and the selection of the 
various parts. 

Enamelled brassware: Complaints have been received about 
the unsatisfactory execution of some of the orders. . Articles seem 
to have been finished off in a hurry, so that they do not compare 
weU with the original samples against which the orders were 
received. In the case of some cigar and cigarette boxes, it is 
found that the lining of wood warps and comes away from the 
metal part after a short time. Such defects were sometimes 
noticeable even in the exhibits received. It might also be noted 
that the Japanese competition in this line is gradually growing. 
It is now possible to obtain fairly good imitations of Moradabad 
brass enamelled boxes made in Japan at half the price of the 
Indian boxes, and they are of much better :finish. Consequently, 
the more expensive and heavier Indian brassware is becoming 
less attractive to the trade. 

Carpets: In this line, the better qualities, such as Patnas, 
Agras, etc., have been selling better than in the .previous year 
on account of an improvement in the designs and colours. But, 
as usual, the bulk of the trade is for the cheap Mirzapur varieties, 
ranging in price from 4a. to 6s. a square yard wholesale. 

Slides, photographs, pamphlets and window displtiys: Some 
140 .requisitions for lantern slides and 65 for photographs were 
received and dealt with. Over 3,000 requisitions for pamphlets 
were comp'lied :with, a~ well as 35 requisitions for samples of 
produ?ts for min?r fairs and shows. Window displays were 
orga~Ised at India House throughout the year, featuring, in 
rotat~on, sports goods, . rugs an? n:umdahs, silks, tea, cigars, 
condm~e~ts and Kashmir. embroidenes. Besides their general 
advertising v';'lue, t~~ displays resulted in a number of whole
sale and. ~etSil enqUines, and some business was also booked by 
the exhibitors. 

Chapter Vlli.-<:ommittees and Conferences. 
App~ndix "!3 gives a list of Empire and trade committees in 

the Umted Kmgdom whose meetings are attended by t.he officers 
of the Trade Department. Of these the work • ..; · f th ' ~ .smg rom..., e 
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Imperial Economic Committee and the Imperial Shipping Com
mittee has been transferred, for administrative reasons to the 
Public Department, but the Trade Commissioner contin~es to be 
a substitute member for the High Commissioner at some of these 
meetings. 

In addition to these Committees and Conferences, the Trade 
Commissioner acts as substitute for the High Commissioner on 
the International Rubber Regu[ation Committee, and attends 
meetings in connection with special problems arising from other 
similar regulation schemes. This work absorbs a considerable and 
increasing share of his time and the time of the officers of the 
Trade Department, but it is undoubtedly work of vital importance 
to Indian trade. · 

As the deliberations of these various bodies are of a confidential 
nature, it is n()t possible to reproduce here a list of the subjects 
discussed at the meetings. Although some of these subjects may 
not be of direct or immediate interest to India, or can only 
relate at the time to a particUlar problem before some other 
Empire country, they are not without some bearing on similar 
problems which India will have to face at some time in the future. 

Preservation of meat and fruit, to mention only one instance, 
is a subject of growing commercial importance to India in her 
internal as well as her external trade. Again, although India 
may not at present produce some of the. commodities which are 
engaging the attention of some other Empire countries, and form 
the subject of discussion at these meetings, their commercial 
importance in the United Kingdom market may grow to such an 
extent that India may consider the question of supplementing 
the existing supplies from other Empire countries to the United 
Kingdom market. But over and above an this, the Committees 
and Conferences serve a most useful purpose in bringing the 
officers of the Trade Department into contact with the repre
sentatives of business interests, administrative ·departments, 
Empire countries and consumers' interests in the United King
dom, and the value of such a contact cannot be over-emphasised. 

Chapter I:X.-Staff and Acknowledgments. 
There has been no change in the senior posts of the Trade 

Department of the High C<>mmissioner's Office, which consists of 
the Indian Trade Commissioner, the Deputy Trade Commissioner, 
the Timber and Minerals Advisers, the Special Officer, S~ellac 
Enquiry, the Indian Trade Publicity Officer and . a Higher 
Executive Officer. The strength of the Publicity side of the 
Department continues unchanged. A Higher Cle~·ical officer wor.ks 
as Curator of the Exhibition Hall and two clerical officers assist 



·60 

Mr. Asli in the o1·ganisation and supervision of Indian stan~s at 
fairs and exhibitions in the United Kingdom, in the use, 1ssue 
and return of films 1antern slides, photographs, samples, and 
other publicity mat~rial, and in general clerical w~rk on the 
Publicity side. The clerical staff on the Trade s1de of t~e 
Department has been strengthened by the Government of Ind1a 
sanction for a · permanent fifth clerical officer from the 15th 
December, 1934. Appendix C gives the constit~tion of the sta:lf 
and information about the functions t;~f the var1ous members of 
the stu :If is set forth in Appendix D. 

'l'he work of the Department has been increasing steadily for 
the last three years, and the increase this year over the previous 
year, as measured by letters received and issued, is over 2()%. 

The work of countersigning certificates of origin governing 
galvanised sheets exported to India in support o£ claims for 
preferentia-l duties with the Indian Customs authorities in terms 
of the Ottawa. Agreement, and of the iron and steel industrialists' 
agreement supplementary thereto, came to an end on the 1st 
February, 1935, O!J. account of the change in the certificate of 
origin authorised by the Central Board of Revenue. From the 
1st April, 1934, to the 1st February, 1935, 4,640 certificates were 
countersigned for British galvanised steel and 697 certificates for 
Indian steel. The change in the certificates of origin made by the 
Central Board of Revenue were communicated to the London office 
of Messrs. Tata, I.imited, the Oriental Steel Company, and other 
steel industrialists and exporters interested in the same. 

A full acoount was given in the previous years' reports of the 
exhibits displayed in the Exhibition Hall at India House, which 
a~e looked after by ~he Trade Department.. The foll<Jwing addi
tiOns were made durmg the year, manv of them being of striking 
beauty and interest:- • 

Do'IW'r'. Gift. 

Khairp$r State: 

Government oj the North-We~t 
Frontier Province: 

The . Raja. of Parlakir..edi, 
Madras: 

7'm l.'t/.IJCrn·e State: 
Loudon: 

H. J. Humphries, Esq. 

Carved and hand-painted wooden 
cradle. 

Hand-made rifie, axe sword 
sticks, carved wood~n plate' 
embroidered jackets Chogas' 
blankets, baskets, an'd a hand~ 
made sewing machine. 

Buffalo-horn herons, and hand
woven J atha. 

Pltatographs. · 

Rajgir stone bowls from Gaya. 
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Two new dio1·amas illustrating a Coffee Estate. and Cotton 
Harvesting were made and will be displayed at India House 
shortly. The dioramas on view at present in each of the three 
windows facing Aldwych from the south side are:-

(1) The Port of :Bombay. 
(2) The Assam Tea Garden. 
(3) Hydraulic Power in the Punjab. 

I take this opportunity of expressing my thanks to the val'ious 
departments and offices of His Majesty's Government, particularly 
the Empire, Foreign, and Exhibition sections of the Department 
of Overseas Trade, the Foreign Treaties, Industrial and Statis
tical sections of the Board of Trade, and the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research. Valuable assistance was 
1·eceived during the year from His Majesty's Consuls and Com
mercial Officers on the Continent and America, and from the 
Director and staff of the Imperial Institute. This Department is 
in close touch with the Chambers of Commerce and Trade Asso
ciations specially interested in India's export trade, and the 
Trade Commissioners and Commercial Attaches in J_,ondon of 
Empire and Foreign Governments. 



APPENDIX A.-I. 

RANGE OF PRICES OF STAPLE INDIAN COMMODITmS IN THE UNITED KINGDOM DURING THE LAST THREE YEARS. 

1932-33. 1933-34. 1934-35. 

Commodity. Unit. I Dilference~ IDilfenmce. Highest. Lowen. Higheat. Loweat. Higheat. Loweet. Dilfarellae. 

1. Rice ••. ... ••• shillings 9/11 11/0 3/6 7/2 5/9 1/15 8/71 6/71 3/0 
perowt. 

!0/2~6 14/0/0 11/2/11 19/7/6 14/2/6 11/15/-2. Jute ... ... ... £per ton 18/1/8 14/0/0 4/1/3 
3. Caatoneed ... . .. » • 

12/1 /II 9/10/0 3/7/6 11/7/11 9/3/9 2/3/9 13/7~11 9/5/0 4/2/6 
4. Linaeed ... . .. .. 11/12/6 9/3/9 2/8/9 12/13/9 9/2111 3/11/3 12/1 /II 10/10/0 2/7/8 
5, Gronndnuto ... ... .. 16/8/9 10/2/6 11/11/3 12/3/9 '1/17/6 4/6/3 15/18/3 7/16/8 8/0/0 
6. Groundnut oake .. 8/5/0 6/13/9 1/11/3 6/13/9 5/12/8 1/1/3 7/7/6 6/5/0 2/2/6 
'7. Teo northern average abj~:~. -/ll•/17 -/6•82 -/4•85 1/5•85 -/8•98 -/8•67 1/2•21 -/11'10 -/3•11 

:8. Fine M.G. hroach penoe 6·85 3•74 3·11 5•711 4•03 1-73 11•19 4·57 1•62 
cotton per lb. 

11. Shellao ... . .. ohilliDgs 67/- 50/- 17/- 104/- 50/- 54/- 120/- 50/- 70/-
perowt. 

10. Tin ••• ... ... £per ton 157 102 55 239 151 88 243 208 36 
11. Lead ... ... .. 14 9 5 13 10 3 12 10 2 
12. Copper ... ... .. 35/0/7 26/18/4 8/2/3 37/19/0 30/12/6 '1/6/6 83/0/0 25/0/0 8/0fO 13. Zinc ... ... ... .. 16/6/3 10/15/0 5/11/3 18/11/3 14/6/8 4/5/0 15/0/0 10/0/0 6/0/0 14. Manganese Ore lijd. 9d. Jd. 10Jd. 9td. 1d. llJd. I Old. 1i<f. (48-50%) per unit 

15. Wolfram (65°/.) per 13/1} 9/IOl 3/3 1f17/- 10/3 1/6/9 2/7/0 1/16/0 11/0 
unit ... ... 

16. Cbromite (buis 48%) 4/2/6 3/17/6 5/0 
per ton I 

4/2/6 3/17/6 5/- 4/17/6 4/13/0 4/8 
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APPENDIX A-Il, 

IMPORTS OF BTolPLB lKDJo\N PRODUCTS INTO TBB U:NtTBD KmGDOH, 

Firat Quarter of 
Commodity. Unit. From. 

1933 1934 19311 

Rice, whole ... 'OOOcwte. India ... . .. . .. 166.4 108.0 1'4.6 
Other British Co1111triea •9 14.6 23.6 
Spain ... ... . .. 4.9 87.9 .2 
U.S.A. ... ... . .. 26.8 60.0 24.0 
Other Foreign Countries 2.3 69.0 17.1 -- - -

TOTM. ... 199.6 269.6 209.4 

Rice, broken and '000 cwts. India ... ... .. . 96.8 60.1 M.O 
mixtures French Indo-China ... .6 44.8 30.8 -- - -

TOTM. ... 146.6 200.9 138.9 

Rice meal and duet '000 tona lndi• ... ... .. . 35.1 67.0 68.7 
-- -- -

TOTM. ... 35.7 68.0 80.4 

Tea. ... . .. Mill.lbs. India ... . .. . .. 69.7 60.4 65.2 
Ceylon ... ... ... 36.0 34.4 3U 
Dutoh East Indies ... 16.4 8.2 11.11 

-- -- -
TO'l'll ... 126.0 107.0 112.8 

Coffee ... . .. '000 owts. In die. . .. ... .. . 28.9 33.1 18.7 
British East Afrio.. ... I 144.6 68.2 104.4 
Costa Rica ... ... I 200.6 191.3 118.6 

' - -- --
TO'l'AL ' 397.8 318.0 260.0 ... I 

Pepper '000 owts. India 
I 

1.2 .7 1.7 ... . .. ... ... .. . 
~· ...... ... 12.7 18.2 74.6 
Du E ... t Indies ... 3.7 14.0 141.8 - - -

TO'l'M. ... 21.7 60.9 222.6 

Tobacco, wunanu- Mill. lba. India ... . .. ... 1.2 .9 .7 
faotured,atripped Canad• ... ... .. . 7.8 3.3 u 
and unstripped U.S.A. ... . .. ... 26.1 38.2 40.3 - -- --

TOTAL ... . 36.9 43.9 47.8 

Linseed ... ... '000 tons India ... . .. .. . 5.6 48.4 1'1.6 
Argentine ... ... 64.6 18.6 62.0 

-- - -
TOTll ... 72.1 67.0 69.6 

Groundnuts '000 tona Jndia ... ... .. , IIUI 17.8 16.4 
decorticated British West Africa ... 17.8 17.1 30.6 

-- -- --
TO'l'll ... 33.9 86.4 46.1 
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APPENDIX A.;_IT,-eo,.timud. 

Linseed Cake and '000 tona 
Meal 

Jute, r&W'ou · ... '000 tone 

Cotton, raw under 
lt inch and over 
Jinoh 

'000 Centalo 
of 100 lba 

TOT.lL ... 

. India... ... ' ... 

. U.S.A. • .. 

TOTAL ... 

India 

TOT.lL ... 

India 
U.S.A ... . 
Egypt .. . 

5.0 

5.6 

10.1 
.I 

12.7 

59.8 

60.3 

124.7 
2043.1 
201.9 

TOTAL ... 2505.4 

Cotton, raw of t 'OOOCentala India 
inoh and under of 100 lba. 

Wool oilier than '000 lba, 
Merinuand Or-· 
bred 

CoirYama ... '000 cwta. 

I 

ToTAL ... 

India ... ... . .. 
Oilier Britioh C<>untrieo 

! Argentine ... .. , 
Other Foreign Countries 

TOTAL ... 

India 

TOTAL ,,, 

Ooir mate and mat. i '000 aq. yda. , India 
.tiog 

.... ... . . .. 

85.1 

1U.7 

9.3 
.2 

9.1 
1.7 

22.2 

29.0 

34.0 

2071.2 

I 
TOTAL ... 2094.5 

Jute Piece-goods... 'OOOaq. yda. · India 

Jute Sacks & Bago '000 aq. yda. India 

... 'OOOaq. yda.: India ... 
i RW!Oia 
' Belgium ... 

. 'Turkey .. . 
Peraia .. . 

16872 

TOTAL ... 17141 

... 
TOTAL ... 

... . .. ... . .. ... .. . ... . .. 
•u ••• 

TOTAL ... 

13o.7 

138.0 

224.3 
3M 

224.5 
18.3 

107.6 -758.9 

8.0 8.7 

10.1 

7.8 
3.0 

17.0 

77.2 

10.9 

10,5 
1.5 

16.5 

68.0 ---
77.3 

214.7 
1715.3 
350.7 

68.2 

223.8 
ll98.3 
235.0 

2671.9 2ll1.6 

174.9 

199.2 

15.2 
.9 

16.4 
3.6 

39.2 

29.4 

34.9 

1928.2 

220.5 

241.9 

6.9 
1.6 
7.2 
u 

19.0 

41.0 

45.5 

2174.2 

1953.1 2188.2 

20917 17128 

20Y91> • 17141 

175.6 

184.1 

407.9 
69.7 

389.6 
1>.5 

122.6 

ll31.7 

179.7 

183.1 

442.8 
8.5 

327.8 

I 
6.7 

I~ 
998.0 
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APPENDIX B, 

OFFICERS oF TBB TRADE DEPARTMENT oF TBE HIGH CoMMISSIONER FOR 

INDIA SERVING ON EMPIRE AND, TRADE CoMMIT'J;'EES IN THB UN1TBD 

KlNGDOM, MARCH, 1935. 

This list do~B not Include tbe ~mittOOs -which are ordlnaril:f attended by the High 
Commissioner pel'80oally. 

. Main Body. Committee or 
Sub-ocmmittee. 

--------~----~-----

Rep......,tativo 
for Indio. 

D. B. MOBk 

Capacity • 

Imperial Econo• 
mic Committee 

u u 
Imperial Ship

ping Committee 

Minor Foreet Products ! A. J. Gibson 
I D. B. M08k 

Substitute for H.C. 

Nominated by B.C. 
Substitute for B.C. 

Board of Trade ... i Advisory Council 

Department of i Advisory Panel 
Oveneaa Trade , 

... 

Imperiallnotitute .. " 

" " .. .. .. 
" .. .. " ... .. " .. " 
" 

,, 

.. •• .. .. 
.. 

•• " 
" .. 
.. .. 

Empire Cotton 
Growing Corp· 
.oration, .. " .. .. 

Governing Body ..., 
Advisory Council on 

Plant and Animal , 
Producto ' 

Advisory Counoil on 
Minerals 

Iron and Steel 
Manganese 
Tin and Tungsten 
Copper 
Refractorieo ... .. • 
Chemical Indnatrioe ... 
Mica and Miecellanocue 

Minerals 
Bidea and Skins Com

mittee 
V egatable Fibres Com· 

mittee 
Vegetable Oils and 

Oilseeds Committee 
Silk Committee ... 
Timbers Committee 
T..nning Materi&ia 

Committee 
Essential Oils and 

Resina 
Bonrd of Trustees 

Administrative Council 

Ezeoutivo Committee 

.. 

.. 

.. 
•• 

G. B. Tipper 

.. .. .. .. .. 
" .. 

Nominated by Indi& 
Office. · 

Personal, on invita· 
tion of Parliamen .. 
t&ry Under·Secre· 
t&ry. 

Substitute for B.C • 
Nominated by B.C • 

Substitute for I.T.C. 

Nominated by H.C • .. .. 
" .. .. .. 
" .. .. .. .. .. 

Y. N. Suktbankar Substitute for r:r .c. 
.. .. .. 
.. .. .. 
, ... I , 

SirB.W.A.Watoon Nominated 
.. 

A. J. Gibson ... ,. 
by H.C. .. .. 

D,.B; Meek 

.. 

.. 

.' .. " 
··• Nominated by India 

/ Oflioe 

... , Nominated by Govt • 
of India 

·•· I Nominated by India I Office 
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APPENU!X B--conti11!ted. 

Main Body, 

British Empire 
Producers' Or· 
ganisft.tion .. .. 

,. ,, 
British Standard• 

Institution 
Empire Forestry 

.Association 

Committee or 
Sub-committee. 

Council 

Tobacco Committee ... 
Coffee Committee 
Technica.l Committee, 

Timbers 
Governing Council ... 

Forest Products Empire Timbers Com-
Research Bo&rd mittec 
(D.S.I.R.) 

Timber Tra<lcs 
Federation of 
the U.K. 

British Wood Pre
serving Ass'n. 

Society of Chem- Plastics Group 
ica.l Industry 

International El- Shcll&e 
ectroTechnical 
Commission 

Food Investiga· I 
tion Board 1 

, " ] Consultative Group .. 

I 

Representative 
for India. Capacity. 

D. B. Meek . .. I N omin&ted by H.C, 

Y. N. Sukthankar .. 
SirH.W.A.Watson 

.. 

.. 
•• 

.. 
A. J. Gibson 

•• 

.. .. 
•• 
.. 
.. 

.. 

.. .. .. 

. . 

.. 
.. 
.. 

Special Ofticer, Lac 
Inquiry 

•• .. 
Y.N. Sukthankar Kominated by B.C. 

•• •••i 
.. " 



:Jlepu!y Trade 
.Commissioner. 

o..l Higher Executive Olllcer. 

Th~e Permanent Clerioal Olllccra 

Two Temporary Clerical Olllcera 

One Shorthand Typist Clerk. 

:ru!ber 
Adviser. 

APPENDIX C. 

Jndi&n Trade Commisaionor. 

Minerals 
Adviser. 

Special Olllcer 
Shellao Enquiry • 

I 
Indian Trade Pnblicity 

Olllcer. 
I 

One l'ermanent Higher 
Cl~rioal Olllcer. 

Two Temporaty Clerical 
0111061'11. 
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APPENDIX D. 

FUNCTIONS .ALLOTTED TO THE DEPUTY TRADE COMMISSIONl!lR, 

ADVISERS AND OTHER OFFICERS AND STAFF OF THE TRADE 

DEPARTMENT. 

DBPUTY TRADB ColiOIISBIONBB. 
(1) Interviews a.nd visits. 
(2) Furnishes general commercial information regarding India, with 

special reference to agricultural, statistical a.nd tsrift enquiries. 
(3) Furnishes banks with monthly informa.tion regarding Indian trade. 
(4) Undertakes special enquiries and reports on Indian economic subjects 

and visits connected therewith. 
(5) Represents the Indian Trade Commissioner on the V egetsble Fibres, 

Oile a.nd Oilseeds, Hides and Skins and Silk Advisory Committees 
of the Imperial Institute. 

Tui:IIIIB Al>VISBB. 
(1) Interviews and visits. 
(2) Controls the sales of timbers from the Andamans. 
(3) Furnishes general information regarding Indian timbers and forest 

products and advises on timber exhibits. 
(4) Represents the High Commissioner on the Advisory Committee of the 

Imperial Institute on Timber and on the various bodies investi
gating forestry and timber questions, indicated in .Appendix B. 

SPECIAL 0FI!"IOBB, LAC INQUIRY. 
(1) Interviews and visits. 
(2) Furnishes general information regarding Indian lac and sbellec, their 

potentialities and uses. · 
(3) Represents the High Commissioner on Advisory Committees of the 

Imperial Institute on Tanning Materials and Essential Oils and 
Resins; - also .Appendix B. 

MINEilALs ADVIsBB. 
(1) Interviews and visits. 
(2) Furnishes genera.! information regarding Indian mining and mineral 

products and a.dvises on mineral exhibits. 
(3) Represents the High Commissioner on the Advisory Committees of 

the Imperial Institute on Tin and Tungsten, Refractories, Copper, 
Manganese, Iron and Steel, Chemical Industries, Mica and Miscel
laneons Minerals; see also Appendix B. 

INDIAN TR&DB PuliLIOITY 0Pnmm. 
(1) Interviews and visits. 
(2) Organises Indian Trade Publicity of all kinds, including participa

tion in exhibitions and fairs, Indian cookery demonstrations, 
lectures, films, etc. 

(3) Undertakes special enquiries and reports on the markets for Indian 
products exhibited during Shopping Weeks, Window Displays, etc. 

GBNIIIBAL AND PuBLioirr s~u.Fil. 
(1) Interview aill callers except those who have special appointments 

with the Indian Tra.de Commissioner, Deputy Indian Tra.de Com
misaioner, Indian T,rade Publicity Officer or Commercial Advisers. 

(2) Furnish general commercial information regarding India with special 
reference to customs duties, merchandise marks, patents, etc. 

(3) Undertake special enquiries and reports on the ma.rkets for Indian 
goods and visits connected therewith; also the investigatiol! C?f 
~rade disputes. , , 
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(4) Control and supervise trade introduc¥ons an? the card index and 
other systems for the recording of tnformat1on. 

(5) Issue on Joan lantern slides, films and photographs. 
(6) Distribute publicity Jitera.tore. . : . . . . . 
(7) Arrange for the despa.tch of exhibits to exhibitiOns and f~Irs,_ etc. 
(8) Receive ba.ck all publicity material issued on loan and mamtam stocl< 

registers. . . . ... 
(9) Supervise the displa.y of exhibits 1n the Exh1b1~1on Hall .. 

(10) Supervise arrangements for the displa.y of Indtan goods tn the Com
mercial Samples Room. 

APPENDIX E. 

EXTRACT FROll REPORT OF MR. E. c. RYLAND, C.I.E., ON THE 
BIHAR .AND ORISSA COT'IAGE INDUSTRIES STALL AT THE 

BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1935. 

The site provided at Olympia was the same as last yea.r and we ha.d the 
adva.ntage again of being a section of the all-India stand, which always 
a.ttracts the public. . . . . The Madras exhibits helped to add consid~rably 
to the interest of the stand. 

We had excellent orders for the Bihar and Orissa goods and very fa.ir 
orders for the Madras goods. A very much larger number of firms gave 
orders as compared with previous yea.rs and included two new and important 
firtnB. • . . . I ha.d previously visited the London houses of both these firms, 
but could not get them to take an interest, but our displa.y at the Fair 
attracted them and they gave good trial orders. It is satisfactory to note 
tha.t in spite of the fa.ct that several firms are now selling mill-woven 
reproductions of the Bihar and Orissa patterns or very similar bedspreads 
and ma.teria.ls, the Bih811" and Orissa hand-woven goods reta.in their popu
larity and there is no indication of a falling off in the orders. 

Our silks aga.in attracted much attention. Last year the interest was 
· not maintained, but we are hoping, now that the prices have been reduced, 

that we sha.Jl get repeat orders throughout the yea.-r. 

I ca.n only repeat that in the a.bsence of a. showroom in London the 
British Industries Fair affords the best and cheapest form of advertise~ent. 
In the stand goode a.re displa.yed to special advantage and prove far more 
attractive than samples shown singly. . 

l39/3/53 -750-\0/35-l!, & l!,O.P.-79787 

·. 


