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Chronicle of Events.

July 1928,

8th Bession of the jBurma Valley Conference at Bylhet nrged the boycott
of Bimon Commission and sapposted the Bardoli Satyagraba movement,

In view of the Guvernment announcement that the question of appoint-
ing & Committee to co-operate with the Bimon Commission will come up
before the Bengal Councit on the 9th July, representative meetinge snd
aerociatione all over Bengal urged upon the eleoted members of the Conneil
to etand solidly together and defeat the Government motion,

Mr. Cbamanlal's resolution censuring the British Labour party for
co-operating with the Simon Commission dieallowed in the Br. Common-
wealth Labour Conference, neceesitating tbe withdrawal of the Indian
delegates,

The Bardoli Satyagraha—The policy of Bombay Government to leave
the re-assessment of Agricultural Iand and the enhancement of revenue in
the hande of iodividual and irresponsible officers at Bardoli with no
effective oheck on them etrongly condemned by all India both in press
and in platform,

Sind Muslim Political Conference held at Karachl under Dr, Alam,

First Conference of the British Section of the League against Imperalism
held in London,

Terrible Railway smash at Belur, E, I. Railway resulting in the death of
21 passengers including the driver and injury to about 82 persons,

Bengal Council—Government motion to the formation of a Simen Com-
mittee carried—B8warajist amendmsnt for postponing the appoiutment
negatived,

Mr. Vernon Hartshorn, Labour member of the Indian Btatutory Commis-
pion apologised for the libellons remarks he made againat the Tatas
accusing them a# the worst employers in the world, The speech caused
great resentment among the Indiane and wae strongly criticieed both fn
prees and platform. Writs of libel were issued against him and resigna-
tion was demanded of him from the Commission,

At the Anglo-lndian Asseciation Luoncheon held in London, Lord Meston
urged that Anglo-Indiane should adopt the view-point of the wminority
which, by virtue of being eo, bad ite rights and privileges—in other words
they shonld mot identify with Indiana styling themselves as Statutory
Indians,

Labour troubles at the Fort Qlouccater Jute Mills, Bowreah,—Police
opened fire wounding 28 Bengali and Oriya workmen,

The Bardo)li Satysgraha—High hopes were entertained of a settlement
of the long-protracted Bardoli struggle as a result of the Conference
botween the Governor of Bombay and the depatation of the peasants, but
to tho disappointment of ail after a free auwd frank disonssion of the
conditions of agreement for about three hours the Conference ended in
a fiaseo, The deputationista put before the Governor the most modest
demands of the seuffering peasante which were not accepted. Mr,
Vallabhbhai Patel, leader of the deputation, wanted {(a) judicial
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enquiry by s non-official committes {b) Restoration of forfeited lands
(¢) Compensation for lands which were sold () Releasa of peraons
convioted in Satyagraba cases and (¢} Reinetatement of Talatis and
Patels who had resigned, The Goverpor persisted in the condition
that the prople must pay or deposit the enhauced nseessment to a tbird
party pending the result of re-enquiry and be also refosed to restore
forieited Iands, Ae regaria Judicial engniry Bis Excellency wanted it
to be dome by a Judicial Officer or Ravenue Officer, Theso Luotty
points were not settied and the Conterence broke up withont success,
Belur Train Bmash—Two damage saita for five Jakha each filed in tha
High court by the Becretary o! Biate snd the East Indian Railway
againet the # Forward " of Calcutta,

General Btrike on tha B. I, Railway.At midoight all gangmen, coolies
and prictemen appeared before Suation Masters and placed before them
their lamps snd keys and peacefully weol away saying that they could
no longer work oD low wages,

The Bardoli Salyagraha—Addressing the Bombay Coounell, H, E. the
Qovernor gave sn ultimatom of & fortnight to the Batyagrahs leaders Lo
sgres to the Goveroment propoanls by plainly telling them that there
could be no enquiry unless revenne was paid off and in defanlt the
Government wouid Bot hesitate to take any etep to suppress the campaign
of civil disobedience, The pronouncement recsived with a keen seuss of
resentment throoghoot kndia—On the same day in the Houee of Commons
replying to a qocstion, Karl Winterton lent bis foll support to the
Qovernor in launobing coercive measures,

4th Annoal Conference of Bangiya Jaunasangha held in Calentis under
Bj. Mohini Mohon Das—The President traced the miseries of the
people to ignorance aud foreign yoke and sald that po fmprovement in
the conditions of the massea could be expected till Bwarnj wan established,
Consequent on the big Ganapati procession in Bangalore, a party of
Moslema attacked Hindus with Iatbis and swords msnd there were aluo
gonshots injoring 80 Hiadae,

August 1928,

Eighth Death auniversary of Lokmanya Tilak observed throughout India
with due eolemnity and reverence.

Bowbay Uouncil—Motion to elect & committes to co-operats with the
Simon Commission oarried,

Debate on Indisn affaire in the Honse of Commons initiated by Mr,
Jobnston, a Labour member,

Bengal Couneil--Personnel of Members of the Bengal 8imon Committea
anunonnced,

End of Bardoli Dispute—Boenourable Bettlement annoonced by a Bombay
Government Commnuuique ordering enquiry into the enhancemeat of
Tevonue,

Third Congress of tbe Labonr and Bocisliet International held at
Broesella =311, Chamanlal's exposition of British Labour'a hypoerisy,
Bardoli Victory Day celebrated st Sarat with pomp end pageant—
According to the terme of settlement all Batyagrahi prisonere were released
and Talaties reinstated,

Opening day ol the autumn sessfon of O, P, Council—Governor in hie
opening speech to the members gave them the choice of electing & com.
mittee to co-operate with the Simon Commisaion or refuse to do it,
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C. P. Conncil--Resignation of Mr. Deshmukh, the Minister, announeed,

The World Yonth Peacs Congres held in Holland—Mr. Nalinakshya
8anyal delivered an elequent specch on behalf of India.

B. & 0. Councii—Government motion to elect a committes to co-operats
with the Simon Commission carried—-3warajlst amendment demanding &
Bound Table Conference rejected,

New Ministry with Mr, Ragbavendra Rao formed in the Cantral
Provinces,

All-Parties Conference to distuss the Nebra Committee Report opened at
Lucknow in an atmosphere of unprecedented toleration and goodwill
under the Presidency of Dr. Ansari.

All-Barties Conference at Lucknow after long discuseion adopted the
Dominion Btatus withont restricting the liberty of other political partien
whose goal was complete independence, Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, whose ideal
was complete independence dissgciated himself from the resolution and
put up his grounds in clear terms, 8j. Subhas Chandra Bose, a eignatory
to the Report, in a epeech said that he did not believe in Dominion
Status but approved it as & preliminary atep to independence.

The Independence for India League formed at Luckoow by the signatories
of the statement on independence at the All-Parties Conference,

September 1928,

Oponing Day of the Madras Coonocil—OMicial motion to eleot a com-
mittee to co-operate with the Simon Commission carried in the teeth of
Bwarajist opposition who walked out in a body after their amendment
bad heen rejected,

Opening Day of the aatumn session of the Legislative Assembly at
Bimla—Mr, G P, Bingh'a adjournment motion to repudiats the malicloas
attack on the President by the * Times of [ndia,” Bombay.

President Patel's statement in the Assembly on a separate Assembly office,

In the Assembly Presideat Patel’s ruling restraining the introduction
of Pablic Safety Bill on the objection of Pundit Motilal gave rise to
siniater propaganda in British Press —The Simla correspondent of the
“ Daily Telegraph™ cabled the following :—% It ie dificult to find =
more couolusive evidence of India's uunfitness for eelf-rule than i the
example given in the Assembly to-day. The decision given by the Hon,
Mr. Patel is Tegarded ae illogical to eay least and ic was strouvgly
suggested that it was due to the pressure on behalf of party interests,"

“It will be euicidal for India to accept Dominion Btatus as the goal for
Dominion 8tatus can never bs tantamount to sovereign independence™
declared Mr, Brinivasa Iyengar, s former President of the Qongress,

Ladies of sll ehades of opinion and representing every Women's Soolety
of Bengal accorded unanimous support to the Child Marriage and Age
of Conzent Billp in & crowded meeting in Calcutta under the presidency
of Lady Mukherjea,

Governmen! taken by surprise on the Pablic Safety Bill on Pandit
Matilal's point of order, .

8ir Jobn Bimon's cable to the Viceroy to constitute the Central Coms
mittee—Agsembly members' challenge to the Viceroy demsnding diesolu-
tion of the Aseembly and a general election on the issue involved,

Oponing Day of the autumn session of the Council of State at Simla.
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Exciting debate in the Assembly on the Constal Traffic Bill—Bir James
Simpson’s mean sttack on Mr, Haji.

The Long drawn Labour strike at Jamshedpur brooght to a satistactory
close by the intervention of Mr. Bublms Chandrs Bose—Neariy 70 per
cent of the sirikers rejoinad work,

Btartling disclosvres made by the Bimla correspondent of the ¥ Ploneer ¥
implicating officials in & campaign of vilification aud insinvations agalnat
the impartinlity of the Presidcnt of the Assembly—This wae brought to
the notics of the President by Pt. Motilal Nehru on the floor of the Hounso,
Motion for a Seleot Oommitten on the Public 8afety Bill carried in the
Aspembly, ‘

Government of India’s despalch onm the constitution of a new Assambly
office issned—Becretary and not President to be the. head,

Opening Day of the antumn session of the Madras Counnell,

U. P, Connoil official mollon to eleot & committes to co-operate with the
Bimon Commiseion earried sfter the Swarajists and Nationaliste had
left the Chamber in protest,

In av article in the ¢ Dally Telegraph™ Prof. Rushbrook Williame,
Late Director of Pablio Information, Government of ludia, wrote that
the motive bebhind the Prinoes' olaim for independencs was to prevent the
contagion of nationalism catching the subjecia of their states,

U, goP. Ccuncil—Mer, Cbintamoni's motion of ¢ no-ponfidence? on the
Ed"al:ion Minister carried by the casling vote of the President amidet
8w ajist and Nationalist gbeere,

All Bengal Bludents’ Conference held in Caleutia under the Presidenocy
of Pt, Jawaharial Nehran,

Ia the Assembly Mr. Orerar made an imperiant statement on the
relstions betwecu ihe OChair and the Houvee snbd thoe Goveroment. As
Leader of the House he expressed regret for the expression of certsin
official members {mpugning the oonduct of the President and assured
both the President and the House that thers would be no recarrence.

The Aesembly Congresa Party removed the ban placed on members in
regard to attendance at lcvees at Vioeregal Lo.ige. ’

Bir Tej Bahadur Sapru [n & statement in connection with the recent specch
of Maharaja Bikauer pn the position of Indian Princes repudiated tho
sopgestion that the Lucknow Conference was actuated by a apirit of
hoatility against the Princes,

In the Assembly the motion for the conslderation of the Public Bafety
Bill ne amended by the Beleot Committee was put to vole and defested
amidet Swarajist and Nationalist cheers by the casting vote of the
President—Governmont intimated not to proceed with the Bil] this session,

In the Asembly President Patel’s bold etand as upholder of parlismen®
tary and popular libertice in canocelling the paesce to the ** Times of India®
and *¢ Daily Telegraph " correspondents.

Communal riote—At Surat when the Ganapall procession was pasaing by
mosque & fracas ook plaoe between the Hindu processioniste and Moslems
who objected to music and tbe sitoation Look a eerious turn when police
fired six shots killing two and injaring about one hundred—Bimilar tronble
arose at Nasik where etones wers thrown at & mosque but the intervention
of police arrested oa-ualties—Another ocourred in Hyderabad (Deccan)
over the burial of a Moslem and an affray tock place between Bikbe and
Moslcms in & Gardwara.

Panjab Peasants’ Conference held at Lyallpor protested againat the
Trades Dieputes Bill deciaring atrikes illegal.

Punjab Political Conference held st Lyallpur under the Presidency of
Lala Dunichand urged withdrawal of British guardianship and the goal
of India being complets independence.

The Indian Christisns o! Bengal in a mesting in Caloutta nnder the Chair-
manship of Principal J, B, Bannerjsa whole-heartedly supported the Nehru
Report and urged recall of the memorandum of the All-India Obriitlan

Conference submitted to the Bimon Commisslon,
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October 1928,

The Independence for Iudia League for the province of Bengal published
their manifesto as well as their provigional programme of action and
invited the publie to offer constructive snggestions and criticisms,

At the Labour Conference, Birmingham Mr, Brockway's motion to refer
back the Parliamentary Report on Labour participation in the Bimon
Commission rejected by a loge majority—Mr, Macdonald in reply
showed his imperialist mettle by deciaring that the Parliamentary Party
will not take inetructions from any outeide body,

Bombay Mill Btrike ecalled off following & seven hours' conference bat-
ween repreaentatives of the millownere and the joint strike committee
—QGovernment consented to appoint a committee to inquire into the condi.
tions, Pending the pablication of the report the rates and wages of
March 1927 were to be paid,

Mabaraja Mahmudabad opposed the proposal to hold an All-Parties
Muoelim Confercnce and declared that the Nchra Report was the only
feasible basis of workable constitntion without barm or prejudice to
aDy community, section or olass of the Indian people,

In connection with Loca! Government electioms in Rangoeon, the Burma
FPeople’s Party issued manifesto stating that the policy of the party is the
attainment of full responsible Self-Government for Burma as a geparate
onit within the British Commonwealith,

Express train bomb explosion near Manmad in Bombay Presidency.
Sccond landing of the 8Bimom Commiseion in Bombay who left the eame
evening hy & special train for Poona.

Qiving evidence belore the Age of Coneent Commitice Mr, Amarnath Dutta
said that an alien Government had no right to enforee social lepislation,
All eocial evils wonld end with the advent of Swarsj and lndia would
be & paradise to live in;

Arrival of the 8imon Commission at Poona—The oity in complete Hartal
and thero were hostile demonatrations and continuous cries of “shame™
and * Simon, go back™ from a crowd of 10,000 people under the lead of
Messrs, Nariman and N. C, Kelkar.

The Delhi Provincial Political Conference met at Meerut ander the Presi-
dency of Pt, Jawaharlal Nehru,

The All Bengal Moslem Youngmen's Confercnce held in Caleutta under
the presidency of Dr. 8hahidulla resolved to banish comwmunalism from
the country and co-operate with the Hindus in epreading education
among their community.

At the Workers' and Pcreants' Conference held at Meerut, Mr, E, N,
8aigal, the President, gave a setatistical account of the miseries of [ndian
labourera and workers and said that the Viceroy's pay meant food for
8,000 workes,

Prof. T. L. Vaswani'a fascivatiog address at the Bebar Stndents® Conference
at Matibari—*¢ Yonth is * Bakti; Build fature on the ancient ideals of
India," -

First public eitting of the Simon Commiesion at Poona-~Mr, Tarner, Chief
Beoretary of the Bombay Government, examined.

Lord Birkenhead resigned Secretaryship of India and Viscount Pesl

appointed his successor, R

Annual seasion of the Slkh League met at Gujranwala nnder the Presi-
denoy of Bardar Kharak Biogh, .

Bomb outrage at Lahors during the Dusesrah celebration—3 died and
49 injured, '

Death of the Hon'ble Mr, B, R, Das, a eucceseful advocate, an honest
politician and a distingunished member of the Government of India,

Indian demonstration againet Labour Party's betrayal at Limehounse,
London,
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Assam Btodents® Conferencs beld at Teapor undsr the presidency of Mr,
T. B, Phockan, \
Agra Provincial Hindu Conference held at Etawah under the Presidency
of Lala Lajpat Ral,

Bizd Provincisl Kbilalat Conference held at Sukkur under the Presidency
of Maulana Hosseln Ahmad Bahib on this and the next two days, gave
qualified sopport to the Nebra Report demanding reservation of seats in
Moslem wajorities

U. P, Political Conference met at Jhansl nnder the Presidency of Pt
Jawaharlal Nehra,

Serionn Hindu-Moslem riot at Ealipalaysm, Dt. Tirnpor—Troubls aros®
over the election of & Hindu Temple near a public well nsed by Maho-
medape.

Arrival of the Bimon Commimion at Lahore—Mad orgey of police in
indiscriminately aesaniting Lala Lajpat Bai and other leaders of the
boycott pracession near the railway sation,

November 1928.

The All-India Congress Committes mesting held in Delhi under the Presi-
denoy of Dr, Ansari~—Mr. Iyengar's resolution on complete independence
carried withont any opposition,

Ths Iudependence for Lndia Leagoe met in Delhi—Draft constitution
and ro’es formed,

The U, P, Muslim Ail-Parties Cdnference beld at Oawnpore under the
Presidenoy of Mauiana Shankat Ati—The President condemoed the Maba-
sabha sctivities and oompisined that the Bindus and their leaders had
for some years past becn unfair to the moslem commuonity,

Passing away of Lala Lajpat Rai, the true patriot and trusted servant
of the people, at Lahore—~Death was due 1o the beating ho reosived at th®
hands of the polioe on the day of the arrival of the 8imon Commimion,

The Andbra Provineisl Oonlerence met at Nandyal under the Prealdency
of Mr. C, Doraiswamy [yengsr.

Presiding at a Political Conference at Mangalore, Mr, K, F'. Nariman
declared that ths British KRaj was origioally based on the object of
exploitation. It continues to-day, he said, on the same base motive and
it will continue to ba aotuated by the same consideration so Jong at it
continnes in this land,

The snnuval general meeting of the Bengal Provincial Congress Com-
mittee beld in Calcuttn on this apd the next day under the Presidency of
Mr. SBubbas Ohandra Bose. .

Popjsb Council—Nationalet members abstained from sttending as ®
protest againet Government attitnde regarding the polioe assauit which
hestened Lala Lajpat Rai'a death,

In the Communs, in reply to 8 Lahourite question whether Earl Winterton
would enquire into the circumetances of the death of Lala Lajpat Ral,
the Under-Becretary refused to hold any further enquiry 88 no evidence
bad been produced to show that death wae due to police blows,

Lala Lajpat Ral Day obsarved. throoghout Indis and glowing tributes
were patd to the great patriot at public meetings beld all over India on
this solemn Goceagion.

Pollee aitack on boycott processlonists at Lucknow on the eve of the
arrival of the 8imon Commission—Pandits Jawnbarlal Nehra and Govinda

Bellabh Pant recsived lathi blows,
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A nomber of Students were hurt in a clash at Lucknow where the
students bad gathered with black flags to * welcome™ Sir Jobn Simon
and the mem bers of the Commiesion, The Students refusing to move were
charged by the Police and mounted sowsre with batons injaring a large
number inoluding Pt, Jawaharial Nehro,

December 1928.

The Seventeenth Behar Provincial Conference met at Patna nnder the
Presidency of Mr. Anugrabhs Narayan Singh,

Beriona riot in Bombay mill area—As a sequel to the faction fight bet.
ween two rival labour campa there was a riot in mill ares when police
opened fire in which nine were killed and fifty injared,

Opening Day of the Winter Session of the U, P. Council—Mr, Chinta-
moni's motion of censere on the police for indiscriminately assanlting
boyeott proceseionists at Lucknow carried.

Addressing the Annmal Conference of the TEuropean Association Mr,
Gavin Jones maintained that in any future Government in India, it
would be upnwise to tranefer the polioa to the Central Government or a
Minigter responsible to the legialatare,

Mr. I. P. Baunders, & European Police officer, shot dead at Lahora
while leaving his office—Motive attriboted to be political,

Annual meeting of the Apsociated Chambers of Commerce opened by the
Viceroy in Calcatta,

As a rejoinder to the attack on European capitalists by Indian nationa-
lists, Bir Georpe Godfrey smid at the closing session of the Asscoiated
Cbambers of Commerce in Calentta: % Let me say that we are mot
dirposed meekly to hand over the rich prizes which we and our fathers,
with so much riek, expenditura and labour, have created snd developed
to the benefit alike of the inhabitante of India, the Indian exchequer and
onreelves,"

Ninth Scssion of the All-India Trade Union Congress beld at Jharzia
under the Presidency of Mr, M, Daud.

Twenty arreste made in Lahore consisting of ptudenta and Congress
workera in connection with the death of Mr, 1, P. Baundera,

The vast and beautiful Congress Eahibition organied by its able Secretary
Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarkar opened by Dr, Aneari on the Exhibition gronnd
amidst a distinguiahed gathering.

Posters were found on the walls of Lahore city, parporting to be from
the asenssin of Mr, S8sanders, offering a reward of Rs, 5,000 for his own
appreheneion in addition to any reward that might be offered by Govern-
ment,

Arrival Pt, Matilal Nebru, the President-Elect of the Congress, in
Calcatta— hirty-four white horses, ridden by pictureequeiy-garbed

. postilions in pink and green, hanled the flower.decked chariot in which

Pt, Nehru rode through the streets of Caleatta to the Deshbandhonagsr,
A salote of 101 rockets wanm fired as the President-elect stepped out of
bis carriage and cheer npon cheer was given by his artent followers
both ineide and ontside the station and the straets,

Meeting of the Bengal FProvincial EKhilafat Committes in Calcntis
broken down by ®ome rowdies who nesanlted members and damaged
books and papers of the Committes,

Tirst All-Indin Workera' and Pessants’ Party Conferencs met in Caleutta
under the Presidenoy of Mr, S8ohan Singh,
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The Central Khbilafat Committee, which met on this and the nezt three
days in Calcntts, broke up amidst nproarious scones,
In mn atmosphere of serenity and eolemnity the All-Parties Convention
met in Caloutta vnder the Presidenoy of De, Anuari,

The Bengal Muslim All-Parties Conference, held in Oalcutta under the
Presidenoy of 2ir Abdur Babim, nrged Federal Dominion Statas and unai.
cameral legislation.

The All-Indin Ehllafat Conference met in Caloutta under the Presidency
of Mauiana Mabomed Ali—The Manlana on his missfon to Ielamise the
world,

Third Beseion of the All-Indis {Youth Congresa held in Oalcutts under
tha Presidenoy of Mr. K. F, Nariman.

The All-Indis National Bocial Conference met in Caloatta under the
Presidency of Mz. M, R, Jayakar, .

Twentieth Sesslon of the All-India Moslim Leagne met in Calcutta under
the Presidency of Maharsja of Mahmuodabad and cootinued till the next
5 days. The League deoided to boyoott the All- Parties Muslim Conference
beld at Delbl,

Firt All-India Booialist Youth Congress held in Calcutta onder the
Presidency of Pr, Jawabarlal Nebru.

The All-Indis Women's Boccist Conference met in Cslcotts onder the
Presidency of H. H, The Junior Maharani of Travancore,

Fifteenth Secasion of the All-Indis Christian Qonference held at Madras
under the Presidency of Bevd. J. O. Chatterjea,

Breond annual meetiog of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Com-
meroe opencd by H. E, the Vioeroy in Calontts,

Opening Day of the Indian National Coogress in Calontta onder the
Presidency of Pt. Matilal Nobra,

Beoond Day of the Congress—Labour demonstration of twenty thousand
wotkers and peasants in the Congress pandal,

Eleventh Bepsion of the National Liberal Federation met at Allababad
under the Presidenoy of 8ir Ohimanial Setalvad,

The Hindostban Sevadal Conference met in Osalcutis nnder the Presidency
of Mr, Babhas Chandra Boee,

Tihird Day of the Coogress—" [f yoo will bhelp me and follow the pro-
gramm> [ bave suggested, honestly and iutelligently, I promise that
Bwaraj will come within one year,' declared Mabatma Gandhi In his
final appeal to the Oongress, The delegates adop ed his compromise
resolution in favonr of Dominfon Biatos. Mr, Boze's amendment demamil.
ing complete independence waa rejected,

The Muslim Ali-Partica Conference at Delhi onder the Presidency of
H. H. the Aga Khan,



The All India Spinners’ Associatiosi.
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 182627,

The following are extracts from the annual report of the All-India Spinners’
Association, for the year 1926-1927, issued from Ahmedabad :—

The period under report is the second year of the Association’s existence. The
year may bz said to be one of general progress. The progress is to bé marked not
so much in the increased figures of khadi production and sale although such progress
is also to be found in some of the provinces, but rather in the improvement in the
quality of yarn and cloth towards which the efforts of many of the organisations in
the several provinces were, in the main, directed during a large part of the year, as
also in the evolving of disciplined organisation in some of the less organised provinces
and the bringing of all their centres under a proper system of business efficiency.
Generally speaking, there is a wider recognition of the efficacy of the Charkha to solve
one of the most important problems of economie India, viz, the enforced idleness of
the peasantry for a large part of the year.

Gawpuir's Tour.?

In spite of a severe breakdown in health, Mahatma Gandhi toured through many
provinces and went through a strenuous programme of collection of funds and propa-
ganda which has had the most beneficial results in stimulating interest in khadi and
has given a considerable impetus to the movement in the provinces he visited. Apart
from the funds collected and the increase in the demand for khadi, that usually
accompanies his visit to any part of the country, there has been the more permanently
beneficial result of removal of misapprehension as to the real nature and import of
the khadi movement, bringing home to the mind of large numbers of people the true
economics of the spinning-wheel and the consequent enlistment in favour of the
charkha of the sympathies of large classes that had stood so far unaffected by the
movement. Insome provinces, as for instance, Behar and C. P., the ministers and
officials made their contributions to the collections. Every one of the Indian princes
whose territories Mahatma Ganahi visited showed the greatest hospitality and evinced
great sympathy with the obiect of the movement and, while some of them made pex-
sonal contributions to the khadi fund, others have even begun active steps in promo-
ting the cause in their own States.

FINANCIAL POSITION.

The total capital in the hands of the Association during the year under report was
20,35,599-4-0. We had mentioned in our last report some provinces whose assets had
not been transferred to us. Of these the Association has this year taken over the
assets of Burma and Karnatak, which are as under :— -

Burma, Rs. 23,575-3-4 ; Karnatak, Rs. 13,080-6-4 4.

“Of the others, practically all the available assets in Sind have been realised and it
only remains for the accounts ta be closed. C. P. Hindi work has been definitely
closed and the assets are being realised. Andhra liquidation work, however, is still
unfinished. Of the lakh and sixty thousand advanced to Andhra, only Rs. 98,096-3-3
had been realised up to the end of September. The rest lies in the form of outstan-

- ding debts, for the realisation of which steps are being taken, -

. c PRODUCTION AND SALE.

It woﬁld aﬁpear from a perusal of the figures that, while there has been 2 conside-
rable progress in the sales, the production figures stand at very much the same level
as in the last year. The progress in sales is indeed even more remarkable than would

2
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appear at firstsight. For while last year’s figures involved som: amount of dupli-
ration of account of inter-sales between organisations in the same province, this year
the figures given represent absolutely net sales so far as provinces are concerned,
although there is still the duplication due to inter-provincial sales,

But even as regards production there is more progress than one would imagine
from a perusal of the figures. There is one factor to be considered in a comparison of
tbe figures of the yeas under report with the previous. There has beena general
reduction in the grices of khadi in several of the provinces, for example Tamil Nad,
Andhra, Behar, Punjab, Ajmer and Bengal. The ruling prices in Tamil Nad during
nine months of this year were about 7 to 8 per cent less than those of the previous year;
n the case of Punjab, Ajmer and Andhra the reduction was 9 per cent while in Behar
it was 10 per cent. If we take this into consideration it will be seen that the total
production in the country has really increased by nearly two lakhs.

It must, however, be admitted that the progress in this respect ought to have been
and was expected to be much larger. The shortage is due to the operation of factors,
some of which at least could not be anticipated. The communal disturbances, which
are poisoning the fountain of national life have not left even the khadi movement un-
touched. Bengal and ng‘ab where the disturbances have been the test have, it
will be seen, recorded a decrease, The efforts made by the Khadi Pratisthan to-

- wards the Improvement of the quality of yarn and of weaving had a temporary effect

of reducing the production for some¢ time. In Punjab, the private organisation at
Batala did very little work this year and its output for the whole of the year amounted
only to Rs. 3445 as against over 30,000 last year. The Guzerat fall is partly accounted
for{y the dislocation of the work caused by the floods in July last, The decline in
Behar figures is explained by the fact that owing to shortage of liquid cash due
to accumulation of stock in the beginning of the year, yarn sufficient to last for the
slack season from April to June could not be previously stocked. The fall in these
provinces this year has been more than made up by the progress of the other
provinces, especially Ajmer, Tamil Nad, U. P, and Utkal.

PRICES.

While improvements are being effected in the quality of the goods, continuous
efforts are also being made at the same time to_reduce the prices of khadi. We have
traced in our last year’s report the fall in khadi prices since 1922 in_some of the
provinces, This year also there has been a general reduction of prices in many
provinces. Ajmere has reduced the price of its standard price of 16 yards by 610 8
anoas a yard.  In Andhra the price of ordinary khadi has been reduced on an average
by one anna per yard and that of fine khadi by two to four annas. Punjab has re-
duced the price of its standard cloth of 27" by 0-0-6 per yard. In Tamil Nad the prices
were reduced by 7 to 8 per cent in January last, but owing to the abnormal rise of
cotton prices at Tirupur, in September, the price of khadi had to be raised to the level
of last year.

MUNICIPALITIES AND LoOCAL BOARDS.

Before concluding the report it is necessary to refer to two matters. In the two
revious reports mention was made of a number of municipalities and other local
godies that have evinced interest in the movement. It is now found that some of the
bodies mentioned in our last report have not been able to put their resolutions into
effect. Principally has this been the case in regard to the removal of octroi on khadi,
which requires the sanction of the local goveroment concerned. In the Mysore State
most municipalities have exempted khadt from octroi duty. Some of the bodies in
Madras could not give effect to their resolution to introduce spinning in their schools
because of the G. g which was in full force till recently prohibiting the introduction
of spinning except where facilities for weaving also are provided. In Behar although
at first the Local Government accepted the Legislative Council resolution in favour
of the introduction of spinning in schools their later exﬂlnnntton -on the subject has
practically nullified the resolution and discountenanced the efforts started b several of
the local bodies in this matter. Regarding the use of khadi for municipa and board
¢ from the information received it is found that the resolutions passed by the

ies in this respect are in most cases recommendatory. Onlya few of the bodies
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mentioned in Appendix F to our last report have sent any precise information in this
respect in answer to our inquiries.

Of the local bodies that come to our notice this year as taking keen interest in
the khadi movement special mention must be made about the municipality of Chanda
in C. P,  This municipality has been giving a yearly grant of Rs. 500 for khadi pro-
duction in the town of Chanda since 1922 and uses only pure khaddar for the uni-
forms of its employees. It has also recently resolved to exempt hand-spun and hand-
woven khadi from octroi.  The resolution is awaiting the sanction of the Local Gov-
ernment, The District Board of Belgaum may also be mentioned in this place. It
has sanctioned a grant of Rs. 500 to develop khadi in famine areas of the district.

SPINNING IN SCHOOLS.

Of the several bodies that have introduced spinning in their schools the Bezwada
Municipality from the information available, shows the best record of progress. The
Municipality has this year introduced taklis in addition to charkhas and the report
states their is a good deal of improvement both in quality and the quantity of the
yam Eroduced. Of the others the work done by the Municipalities of Guntur, Tiru-
pati, Lucknow, Berhampur, Ahmedabad, and the District Boards of Muzaffarpore,
Balasore and Saran may be mentioned as showing promising result. Madras,
Nellore and few others have made a beginning. The Nellore Municipality specially
is showing considerable interest in the mateer. It has sanctioned Rs, 1,000 as expenses
for introducing spinning in all its 30 elementary schools and has also sanctioned a
further sum of Rs. 1,000 for the introduction of khadi weaving in its middle-schools.
It may also be noted that this municipality is using khadi For the uniforms of its
employees and for the use of the in-patients in the Ghosa Hospital conducted by it.
The Allahabad Municipality and the Benares Municipality, which have deen showing
a good record in this respect during the last two years, have not supplied us with
their reports for the year.

INDIAN STATES.

The other matter that needs mention is the increasing interest that is evinced by
some of the Sates. The Chief of Sawantwadi and the Royal Family of Cochin made
personal contributions to the Khadi Fund on the occasion of Mahatmaji's visit to their
territories. But there have been more permanent results also. Sawantwadi and Gowa-
lior have introduced spinning in their schools, Sawantwadi has also sanctioned a
grant towards the expenses of an experimental production centre that has been started
at Kamler. Mpysore has begun production in right earnest under direct management
and has borrowed the services of an experienced worker from the Association for
organising the work. The Khadi Exhibition at Bangalore, organised by the Asso-
ciation in July, which furnished valuable lessons and created the proper atmosphere
was helped with a grant from the State. Its Department of Industries is running
a khadi production centre at Badanval, zo miles from Mysore city, and it is reported
to be a very successful experiment and the Government is intending to increase the
allotment in order to further expand the work. Ifall the Indian States can be per-
suaded to follow the example of Mysore and take active steps in the promotion of this
movement, a wide field for khadi activity will be opened and result of far-reaching

" jmportance can easily be achieved before many years are over.

CONCLUSION.

Looking to the history of the movement since its inception and the progress made
so far, it may now be said with a_measure of confidence that the charka has gained
a secure footing in the country. Very few indeed are now found to deny that the
spinning wheel has a real place in the national life and economy of India at leastin
the immediate future. No one who has ever argued against the charka has been able
to put forward in its place any other supplementary occupation which can be imme-
diately taken up by the millions of the country, will serve the object in view and

" promise result of at feast equal magnitude in the near future. If, .indeed, as Dr.
Mann of the Bombay Agricultural Department recently declared, the empty stomach
is the greatest obstacle to progress in India, the khadi movement which is intended to
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give a supplementary occupation to semi-starved sant families must appeal to all
the patriotic devotion in the country. There is indeed a distinct movement of opini-

.'on in favour of khadi. But any large progress in the work itself will depend upon the
capital that the countiry can place at the disposal of the cause. The statement at the
end of the last year's report that the Association's financial position has got to be
strengthened if it is to extend in any appreciable degree its activities in the coming
year's remain equally true to-day ; for indeed we have barely touched the fringe of
the problem. Above all more and more of private capital and enterprise should flow
into the movement. [t is true that khadi will yield but a very limited profit But
surely there must be enough people in this country who realise the importance, from
at least the economic and the humanitarian point of view of the charkah movement
and will be content with 8 small profit in the service of the toiling millions of the
land. There is no doubt that these ends will be achieved if those in the country who
are more fortunately circumstanced by reason of wealth or education realise their
duty by the country and especially the poverty-siricken mass of the population, If the
active and steady support of poliucally minded India can be assured for sorae more
years at least to this movement which Mahatma Gandhi has called the ‘“‘one true.
national Yagna'' to-day, it will not be long before the esseniial objects of the move-
ment are realised. It can be safely asserted that the measure of time wiil be in exact
accordance with the measure of such support.

The Revised Conltit.ution'.

The Dmft Constitution, proposed by Beth Jamnalal Bajsj, Sjt. C.
Rajagopalachariar, and Babu Rajendra Prasad for the All-India
Bpinners’ Association, which was circulated amongst the members of
the Executive Couucil of the Associntion and was also published in
the papers, was considered by the Council of the Association at ita
meeting held at Wardha on the 18th and 19th December 1928
and was finally adopted with slight amendments. The following is the
amended Constitution of the All-India Spinners’ Aesociation :—

1. Whereas the time has asrived for the establishment of an expert organisation
for the development of hand-spinning and khaddar and whereas experience has
shown that such development is not possible without a permanent organisation,
unaffected and uncontrolled politics, political changes or political bodies, an
organisation called “The All-India Spinners’ Association” 18 hereby established with
the consent of the All-India Congress Committee, as an integral part of the Congress
organisation, but with independent exisience and powers. .

2. (a) The said Association shall consist of members and associates and donors
hereinafier defined and shall have a Board of Trustees who shall also be the Gover-
ning body of the Association, . . .

) That the said Board of Trustees and Executive Council shall consist of the
vndermentioned twelve persons who shall hold office for life, provided they continue
to be A class members of the Association, and three other persons who shall hold
office for one r elected annually by the members of the Association from among
its A class members provided that for this purpose no one who has not been on the
rolls continuously for two years at the time of election shali be entitled to vote. .

Names of members of the Board of Trustees and Executive Council :—(1)
Mahatma Gandhi ; (2) Seth Jamnalal Bajaj; (3) Sjt C. Ra]agogalaghan: () Sjt.
Gangadhara Rao Deshpande ; (5) Sit. Konda Venkatappay ; (6) Sjt. Vallabhbhai
Patel ; (7) Sjt. Jawaharlal Nehru ; (8) Sjt. Manilal Kothan ; {9) Sjt. Satis Chandra
Das Gupta ; (10) Babu Rajendra Prasad ; (11) Sjt. S. G. Banker ; and (12) (kept
vacant).

- FINANCE
That the funds and assets now held by the All-India Spinners’ Association and
its various branches shall vest in the Board 0¥Trusteeu who shall also be the Executive
Council of the Association, and they shall hold the same for the purposes of the

. Association.
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4. The Council shall have the right to raise loans, to collect subscriptions, to
hold immovable property, to invest funds under proper. security, to give and make
mortgages for the furtherance of hand-spinning and khaddar, to give financial
assistance to khaddar organisations by way of loans, gifts, or bounties, to hold or
establish schools or institutions where hand-spinning is taught, to help or open
khaddar stores, to establish a Khaddar Service, to act as agency on behalf of the
Congress to receive self-spun yarn as subscriptioz to the Congress and to issue
certificates, and to do all the things that may be considered necessary for the fur-
therance of its objects, with power to make regulations for the conduct of affairs of
the Association or the Council and to make such amendments in the present constit-
ution, as may be considered necessary from time to time.

. 5 Any vacancy in the Board of Trustees and Executive Council occur-
ring by reasons of resignation, death or otherwise, shall be filled up by the
remaining members from amongst A class members of the Association, provided
however the person appointed in place of life member shall be a member for life
while the person appointed in place of a member elected for the year shall be a
member for the remaining period of the term. :

6. Four members shall foxm the quorum for a meeting of the Board of Trustees
and Executive Council, )

7. All decisions shall be taken by a majority of votes.

8. The Council shall keep an accurateé account of all subscriptions, donations
and fees, whether in cash or kind, and of expenditure. The books shall be open to
public inspection and shall be audited by competent auditors every 3 months.

9. The Board of Trustees and Executive Council shall have a central office.
They shall elect a Secretary and Treasurer from among their number who shall
each hold office for . . years, ‘ .

10. All persons desirous of becoming members of the Congress shall send their
yarn subscriptions to the Central Office with particulars in the following form :

To the Secretary, All-India Spinners' Association.

Sir,—I enclose herewith . . . . yards of yarn. . . in weight spun by me, being my
subscription to the National Congress.I am I wish to become a member of the
7. .. *Congress Committee. My age is.... My occupationis. .. My addres
is.....

Date.. ...

Signature...
(Please sign legibly and ifa woman, state whether married or unmarried )
*Give name of the Congress Committee.

11.  Upon receipt of the subscription the Secretary shall examine the quantity
and quality of yarn and if found satisfactory shall send to the Congress Committee
concerned a certificate in the following form :

““This is to certify that....cosienas0ficunieeni, has sent to the A, I S, Ao, oocyards
of yarn being subscription for membership of the Congress for the year.........in.........
Congress Committee of.........P. C. C.” :

A duplicate of the certificate with signature of the Secretary shall be sent to the
sender of the yarn. ) o X .

12. The Central Office shall keep a separate ledger containing 2 list with full
particulars of all yarn received by the A. L S, A. for membership of life Congress.

MEMBERSHIP

" 13. There shall be two classes of members of the Association, A and B :—

(i) The A class shall consist of persons above eighteen years of age and habi-
toally wearing khaddar who deposit regularly from month to month with the
treasurer or any agency duly appointed thereto by the Council 1,000 yards of self-
spun yarn, well twisted and uniform. .

{ii) The B class shall consist of persons above eighteen years of age, habi-
tually wearing khadar, who pay an annual subscription of 2,000 yards of self-spun
yarn, well twisted and uniform. )

14. Any yarn paid to the Association for membership of the National Congress
shall be considered part of the subscription to the Association,
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15. The duty of every member, both A and B classes, sha
propaganda for_hand-spix:zin and k’haddar. °% shall be o cany on
am ;:. thWhen “l: any rarela,ﬁl men:lbqrs have been e:;rglled they may elect from

g the members of class A, an advisory committee of five, to advi i
about matters relating to the area. i » (0 Bdvise the Counil
van:::.a Tdhc])lsebg\tv::o“pay the J}‘l't-lgg:a Sgil;;:e;s' Associstion Rs. 12 per year in ad-
nd habitually wear khaddar shall be entitl i

mem:'ersac:‘f abitually wear ntitled to bg enrolled as associate

H y person who wears khaddar habitually and in advance ida-
ted amount of Rs. 500 shall become a Life Associzte of pt;?Associatiol:: ® consolida

19. All Associates will be entitled to receive, free of charge, copies of state
ments, balance-sheets and minutes of proceedings of the Council.
Iorm’q- Every person wishing to join the Association shall apply in the following

To the Secretary, All-India Spinners’ Association,....eeeeers

Dear Sir;~-] have read the rules ofthe A. . S. A, 1 desire to become a mem-
ber of class I an associate......and I forward herewith.........as my subscription for......

Pblease enroll me as 8 member of Class I an associate, .

ate’llllllllllll ’
] . (Signature and full address)

1. If. any member fails to send his yarn quota for six months consecutively he

shall cea;e_so a8 member, .

The All India Congress Committee,
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1928.

The following is the full text of the annual report for 1928
presented by the General Becretaries, 8j. Subhas Chandra Bose and
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehra to the All-India Congress Committee :

The hand of death has fallen heavily on the country and the congress during the
year under re Hardly had the Madras Sessions of the Congress ended when
news came of the death of an ex-president, the loved and respected Hakim Ajmal
Khan, than whom no one had laboured more for the removal of disturst and friction
between Hindus and Muslims. Later in the year another ex-president, Lord Sinhs,
passed away, and on the 17th of November the whole country was shocked ard deeply

. grieved to learn of the sudden death of the third ex-president, Lala Lajpat Rai. The
tragedy of Lalaji’s death was all the more felt and resented because it followed a wan-
ton and unJ:mvoked police assult on his person, which according to his doctors, haste-
ned the end. '

Among other national workers who have passed away were Andhraratna Gopala-
krishnayya, at one time General Secretary of the Congress and the hero of the Chirala
Perala Satyagraha in 1921 ; Shri Gopabandhu Das, the selfless leader of ptkal ; Shri
‘Maganlal Gandhi, who laboured like none other in his quiet and unassuming way for
the ‘charkha’ and hand-spinning ; and Shri Anandi Prasad Sinha. |
. The three outstanding events of the year have been the Bardoli Satyagraha, the
boycott of the Simon Commission, and the All-Parties” Conference and Committes to
draft & constitution for India in compliance with a resolution of the Madras Congress.

em e, oL BARDOLL : -

The Bardoli Sityagraha movement organised by the peasantry of Bardoli Taluq,
under the able leadership of Sri Vallabhbhai Patel, was a remarkable example of the
efficacy of well organised, peaceful resistance jo official oppression and violence. The
peasants objected to the reassessment of the Taluqg and declared that it had been car-
ried out without any proper investigation, and was in fact utterly at variance with exis-
sting conditions. Their protests and petitions were however ignored and their request
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for an enquiry was refused. Having exhausted all gentler methods of persuasion they
started Satyagraha and refused to pay any revenue. Methods of terrorism were
resorted to and land and cattle were sold for ridiculous prices, But the peasant
hedd together and refused to be cowed down inte submission. They succeeded ulti-
mately in making their organised strength felt and the government had to yield to
their demand for an enquiry, The enquiry is still being held.

The Bardoli Satyagraha was not merely a local struggie for a local grievance. The
whole question of an arbitrary system of land assessment was raised by it and hence
the interest in it was nation wide. Every zamindar and *Kisan’ was affected by it,
and the Satyagraha, ending in the victory of the peasantry, was hailed with joy by
the peasantry all over the country. As the enquiry is still proceeding it cannot be
said that the question is scttled. But whatever the ultimate 1ssue of this enquiry may
be the organised and peaceful courage of the Bardoli peasantry has had a great effect
on the ‘Kisans’ all over the country. - .

SIMON COMMISSION.

The Madras Congress called upon the country to boycott completely the Statutory
Commission, known commonly as the Simon Commission. A large number of other
organisations in the country joined in this boycott. The working committee, in co-
operation with other organisations, declared a hartal for February 3rd, the day the
Commission was to land in Bombay. This hartal was observed all over the country
and monster meetings were held. Successful hartals have also been held in the cities
visited by the Commission. L ‘ ’

The Legislative Assembly and some Provincial Councils also joined in the boycott
and refused to cooperate with the Commission. Some Provincial Councils, largely
with the belp of official and nominated members declared for co-operation. The elec-
ted members of all the Councils, however, have almost solidly stood for the boycott.

The boycott of the Commission has continued and has been intensified during
their second visit to India. In spite of the tortuous manceuvres and tactics of the
Chairman of the Commission and his transparent attempts to carry on propaganda for
himself and his colleagues, and in spite of all manner of official pressure and duress,
the boycott has stiffened and has demonstrated to the world that India will have noth-
ing to do with the Commission. ‘

‘ AT LAHORE.

The great success of boycott induced the Goverment to try methods of coercion
and terrorism. In Lahore a vast gathering of people, headed by Lala Lajpat Rai, met
to demonstrate against the Commission, was assaulted by the policemen and many
respected leaders were injured by baton blows. Lala Lajpat Rai was one of the suff-
erers and it Is probable that his death was hastened by this cowardly assault. But in
spite of this charge being made openly an impartial enquiry was denied by Gover-
ment. .

AT LUCKNOW.

Lucknow experienced several wanon and unprovoked police charges on the unarm-
ed and peaceful gatherings on the occasion of the visit of the Commission. Mounted
and foot police displayed their skill with the baton and the ‘lathi’ on the heads and
backs of well-known public workers of all parties and injured scores of people.

Lucknow was converted into an armed camp with thousands of mounted and foot

olice and on four days there were brutal attacks by the police, Private houses were
invaded by the police and respected national workers were beaten and arrested there
for daring to call out ‘Simon, Go Back’. The citizens of Lucknow, however, refused
to be cowed down by these brutalities and increased their demonstrations. They even
added a touch of humour to them and set the whole city laughing at the discomfiture
of the authorities. During a party given by some talugadars to the Simon Commi-
ssion, the Kaiserbagh was surrounded by thousands of police and no one who was
suspected of being a boycotter was allowed to approach even the public roads near the
Bagh. In spite of those precautions the harmony of the party was marred by the arri-
val from the skies of numerous black kites and balloons bearing the legends “Simon,
Go Back,” “India for Indians*, etc.
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The events of Lucknow make it clear that the authorities in the United Provinces
at least are modelling themselves on the old Punjab model and Haileyism is coming to
mean much the same thing as O" Dwyerism. O'Dwyerism was followed by non-co-
operation and the test national awakening of modern times in India. That awa-
kening shook the fabric of British rule. India is different to-day from what it was
rine years ago and Haileyism is likely to lead to an even greater national response
which may carry us to our goal.

The treme:gous success of the boycott can be measured by these methods of ter-
rorism adopted by the authorities, But as was to be expected these methods have
served to incrense the intensity of the boycott. They have resulted in the decision by
the nationalist press not to publish the proceedings of the Commission ; and proposals
have been made to organise a social boycott of all officials, British and Indian, who
take active part in wanton assaults on the public, and also of all those who in defiance
of the will of the nation, co-operate with and give entertainments to the Commission,

SWARA] CONSTITUTION.

The Madras Congress authorised the Working Committee to prepare a Swaraj
Constitution, based on a Declaration of Rights, in co-operation with other parties,
Representatives of other organisations were invited and the All-Parties Conference
was held in_Delhi in February, in Bombay in May and in Lucknow in August. It
was not possible, as laid down in the congress resolution, to convene a special Con-
vention in March. The work of drafting a constitution proved more arduous than
was perhaps expected, chiefly because of the difficulty of reconciling conflicting ¢laims.
Ultimately a8 Committee, with Pandit Motilal Nehru as chairman, was appointed
to determine the principles of the constitution. This Committee produced a report,
which has come to be popularly known as the *Nehru Report’’, whicl‘: attracted a great
deal of attention in India and elsewhere. The Committee have in their report dealt
very ably and skilfully with the communai problem and have succeeded in Froducing
a ‘solution which has met with a very large measure of approval all over the
country,

Th“-ey constitution drafted in the Report was based on the model of the dominions.
This, it was urged by many Congressmen, was contrary ta the Congress goal of
Independence. - It was stated, however, that the Congress goal remained unafiected,
and the Report and the All-Parties Conference decision only stated the largest
measure of common agreement between various group and organisations in the coun-
try, Many Reports, based on the model of country made this clear by declaring
that they accepted the Report subject to the Congress goal of independence. The
All-India Congress Committee at their meeting held in Delthi on November 3rd con-
sidered the Report and the All'Parties decisions. While welcoming the Reportasa
large step in advance, and specially endorsing the solution of the communal problems
in it, the Committee declared that the Congress stood for independence. It was further
made clear that independence meant severance from the British Empire.

The publication of the All Parties Report gave rise to the coantroversy between
those who favoured independence and those who were prepared to accept dominion
status. Many Congressmen, who did not wish the ideal of independence to be toned
down in any way, started a new organisation called the lndependence'for I_ndm
League. This League is confined to members of the Congress and has for its cbjects
not only independence for the country but also the reconstruction of Indian society
‘on the basis of social and economic equality. - :

The Special Convention, which according to the resolution of the Madras
Congress, was to have been held in March last, is now proposed to be held in
Calcutta just before the Congress sessions. : .

- The ordinary work of the Congress was somewhat over-shadowed during the
year by the All-Parties Conferences. There were few meetings of the A. L' C. C
and the Working Committee. Apart from the meeting held in Madras just after
the Congress sessions there was only one other meeting of the A. L C.C. which
was held in Delhi on November, 3rd and 4th, The Working Committee has so far
met on five occasions at Benares, Delhi, Bombay, Lucknow and again at Delhi,
begides the meeting held at Madras soon after the Congress,



ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1926 19

‘Fhe Madras Congress in pursuance of the boycott of the Simon Commission,
restricted the work inside the Legislative Councils to a minimum. Difficulties, how-
ever, were experienced in carrying out this direction and the secretaries regret to say
that it was more honoured in the breach than in the observance. Ultimately the
Working Committee recommended to the A.LC.C. to give greater freedom to members
of the Assembly and the Provincial Councils. The A.1.C.C. accepted the recommen-
dation of the Working Committee.

TRADES D1SPUTES BILL.

The Government attempted in the course of the year to rush through the Assembly
and place on the Statute Book varlous repressive measures, in particular the Trades
Disputes Bill and the Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill. The Working Commi-
ttee directed the Congress Party in the Assembly to oppose those measures and they
succeeded, in co-operation with other groups, in “having a tie in the voting on the
Public Safety Bill. The President of the Assembly gave his casting vote against the
measure which was thus rejected. The Trades Disputes Bill has been referred to a
committee. The two measures are likely to come up again before the Assembly.
They aim at strangling the young Trade Union movement in India and at preventing -
all outsiders, who are not approved of by the Government, from entering India. They
will have to be strenuously opposed. C

- WAaR DANGER.

The resolution of the Madras Congress on War danger attracted considerable
attention in India and foreign countries. Most Provincial Conferences repeated it
and called upon the people to be prepared for this danger and to follow the lead given
by the Congress in case a crisis arose. Reports of war preparation in India continue
to come and it is apparent that every effort is being made to be ready for war. The
situation in Europe appears to be getting worse specially since the recent Anglo-
French Pactand a conflict may be precipitated at any moment. Itis desirable for
the Congress to watch developments so that if a crisis comes it may be ready to give
the right lead.

LEAGUE AGAINST IMPERIALISM.

The office of the A. 1. C. C. has remained in constant touch during the year with
the headquarters of the League against Imperialism in Berlin. The League has help-
ed the A. L. C. C. office to keep in touch with nationalist, labour and progressive move-
ment in other countries, and has carried on propaganda for the freedom of India, in
Europe and elsewhere, The League is getting more affiliations from representative
nationalist and labour organisations in Europe, America, Asia and Africa and is
becoming a powerful centre for anti-imperjalist activities. The League has decided
to hold its second World Congress in July next year in Paris and has invited the
National Congress to send representatives. The invitation will be considered by
the Subjects Committee in Calcutta.

YouTH LEAGUES.

An outstanding feature of the year has been the rise of the Youth movement in the
country. Youth Leagues and students’ organisations have been formed all over the .
country and are specially strong in Bombay and Bengal. Delegates were sent by
some of those organisations to the World Youth Congress held at Erede in Holland
i n August fast. Young men have also taken a v_e?r prominent part in the Simon hoycott
demonstrations. In Lucknow they were the chief sufferers. .

A Commitiee appointed by the A. I C. C. to report on the revision of the Congress
Constitution has made certain recommendations which have been referred to the
Subjects Committee. The Committee has laid special stress on having a permanent
office and a permanent staff. The secretaries feel that unless this is done it will be
difficult to carry on Congress work with any efficiency or effectiveness. The Commi-
ttee further recommended that the Congress should be prepared to affiliate other
organisations which accept the objects of the Congress.

The Working Committee has decided to appoint research scholars to carry on
research work on behalf of the Congress. This is an important decision which will
be of great help in bringing together useful information on public questions and at the

3
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same time in training competent young men for national service. But research work
can only be done properlyin a permanent office with & good library attached to it,

. _A. L SPINNERS' ASSOCIATION, ° .

» The All-India Spinners’ Association have been carrying on their good work with
vigour and ene and are consolidating their position and extending the scope of
their activities. lete figures for the year are not yet available but from the infor-
mation so far received, the value of uction amounted to Rs. 33,75,757 and of sale
to Rs. 32,32,132. At present there are 170 centres of production and 322 sale depots,
The members on the rolls are 1527 of the A. class and 279 of the B. class. Of these
}‘n ar.el also members of the Congress. Besides, the Association has enrolled 208
Juveniles, - - . .

The Hindustani Seva Dal have started a physical culture institute at Bagalkot in
the Karnatak. ‘They have held several training camps in various parts of the country
and they have added to their reputation for doing thorough work. It is unfortunate
that Provincial Congress Committees do not encourage them as much as they might
and 5o help in building up a well-trained and efficient All-India Volunteer Corps, In
Karnatak proviace alone they enrolied 4706. members of the Congress.

STRIKES AND LOCKOUTS.

The year 1928 stands out as a !ear of grave and unprecedented industrial trouble.
Strikes and lockouts have followed each other in quick succession and have often been
followed by police attacks and firing on strikers. Of the many important strikes the
chief one was the strike of the Bombay textile workers who showed wonderful salidarjty
and tenacity in continuing the strike for six months in spite of hunger and every kind of
pressure from the employers and the Government. The Government resorted on many
occasions to firing on the strikers. The industria] troubles and strikes have stiffened
the trade union movement and bave given it & more militant outlook. The condition
of the workers is so utterly bad that industrial troubles are bound to continue, specia-
Ily as attempts are being made on behalf of the employers to reduce even their pre-
sent deplorable standard of living.

It has been repeatedly pointed out that the A I C. C. has no permanent fund or
_sufficient income. It is not possible to carry on our activities for long on collections
' made in past years, ‘The only two regular sources of income now are from Congress
delegates fees and ALLC.C. membership dues. These may bring ina sum of about
Rs. 4,000 per annum. ‘The constitution Committee has laid stress on the Congress
taking early steps to increase this regular income. An increase in the delegation fee
to at least Rs. § is a desirable change. , : !

The financial position of the A. 1. C. €. would be considerably improved if the
many outstandings were paid up. Itis very unfortunate, that Provincial Congress
Committees and individual Congress men should not pay the ALC.C. the moneys
due to it. We attach to this report a list of outstandings. We should specially draw
attention to the following sums due from Provincial Congress Committees ; Bengal
Rs. 1,39,003 : Bombay RS. 43,802, Sind Rs. 1,9672 ; Punjab Rs. 8, 412 ; Tamil Nad
.Rs. 3,335. The Bengal P.C.C. has never paid any part of its T.S5.F. collections to the
ALCC. Bombay on the other hand has made generous contributions to other pro-
vinces and has also paid substantial sums to the A. L. C. C. But there appears
to be no reason why the amount now due from it should not be paid up.
The Tamil Nad P.C. C. has a large surplus in hand from the last Congress and
can easily pay. I

Among the individuzls who owe Iarge sums to the’ A. L C. C. we might mention
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and Mr. M. R. Jayakar, both of whom hold balances
from the Punjab Relief Funds. Pandit Malaviya has fixed deposit receipts for Rs.
48.842. He a%-eed to transfer these receipts to the A, I, C. C. three years ago but
unfortunately he has not done so yet.. Mr. M. R. Jayakar has paid part of
the balance with him but he has made no further payment for the last three years.

" We should like to express our indebtedness to all our colleagues in the office of
the A. L C. C. for the earnestness and efficiency with which they have carried on the
work of the office. | ' We would specially like to express our gratitude to Shri B. Raja
Rau, the Under Sccretary, on whom the burden of the day to day work of the office
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has largely fallen. ‘We would like to mention that Mr. Raja Rau was entitled to an
increment in  his salary of Rs. 2§ per month from March 1928
Mr, Raja Rau, however, waived his right to this increment for the year.

The Working Secretary desires to express his own indebtedness to Mr. Raja Rau
and his other colleagues in the office for the uniform courtesy and co-operation which
he received from them. The work of the All-Parties Report put a heavy strain on
the office staffl But whatever the work happened to be there was always a
willing response. .

. Ourcolleague My, Shuaib Qureshi leR India for Europe in September last. He
is thus unable to sign this report,

Proceedings of the Delhi Meeting

The Working Committee’s resolution on the Lucknow decisions of the All-Parties
Conference, accepting the Nehru Report asa great step towards political advance
but declaring complete Independence to be the goal of the Indian people, was the main
item for discussion by the All-India Congress Committee, which met on the 3rd
NOVEMBER 1928, and continued till tie next day in a specially erected shamiana
at Dr. Ansari’s residence, Delhi.

About seventy members were present, when the proceedings commenced,

By three o’clock the attendence of members improved considerably. Prominent
among those who attended the meeting were Pandit Motilal Nehru, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, Babu Shivaprasad, Mr. Govind Ballabh Pant, Messrs. C. D, Pande.
and Narendra Dev, from the U.P., Dr. Annie Besant, Mr. 8. Srinivasa Iyengar, Mr.
8. Satyamurtt,and Mr. C. Vijayaraghavachari from Madras, Mr. Jamnadas from
Bombay, Mr. Sen Gupta, Mr. Subash Chandra Bose, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad,
Dr. B. C. Roy and Babu Bhupendra Dutt from Bengal ; Lala Lajpat Raj, Dr. Satya-
pal, Mr. Kedarnath Saigal, Sardar Mangal Singh and Lala Dunichand from the
Punjab ; Dr. B. 5. Moonji and Mr. Abhyannkar from the C, P; and Mr. M. S.
Aney from Berar, :

1. The Condolence Resolution.

The following resolution of condolence was passed, the whole house standing
. in silence :(—

. “This Committee expresses its deep regret at the deaths of Syts. Anandi Prasad
Sinha, Maganlal Gandhi, Andhraratna Gopalkrishnayya and Pandit Gopa-
bandhu Das, and places on record its appreciation of the services they rendered
to the cause of national freedom.” -

2. The Police Assault.

On the motion of Mr. S. Satyamurti (Tamil Nadu) seconded by Dr. B. C. Roy
(Bengal) the following resolution was adopted unanimously —

“This Committee expresses its strong resentment at the wanton, brutal and
cowardly attack by the police on unarmed peaceful people in Lahore and
offers its respectful congratulations to Lala Lajpat Rai, Maulana Daud Ghaz-
navi, Drs. Alam, Satyapal and Gopichand, Mr. Suri. Lala Hansraj and others
for their facing fearlessly and peacefully the assaults of the police.”

Lala Lajpat Rai thanked the Committee on behalf of himself and others mention-

ed in the foregoing resolution.. -

3. Poet Bharati's Songe.,

Mr, Satyamurti then moved the following resolution which was seconded by
Mr. Basheer Ahmad Sayeed (Tamil Nadu) and adopted by the Committee :—

“The All India Congress Committee condemns the action of the Madras Govern-
ment in having forfeited 2,000 copies of the late C. Subramanya Bharati’s national
and other songs and appeals to all the people in Tamil Nadu to popularise his songs
and thus answer the challenge of the Government.” -
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¢ 4. The Nebru Report. .

Mr. S. Srinivase Iyengar (ex-officic) moved the following resolution, Mr. J. M,
Sen-Gupta (Bengal) seconding :~—

“(" This meeting of the A. I. C. C. adheres to the decision of the Madras Con-
gress declaring complete independence to be the goal of the Indian people and is
of opinion that there can be no true freedom til} the British connection is severed.

“(%) This Committee accepts the recommendations of the Nehru Commitiee
as agreed to by the Lucknow All Parties Conference for the settlement of the commu-
nal difference. .

“(ié) This Committee cordially congratulates the Nehru Committee for their
Iabours, patriotism and far-sightedness and without Prejudice to the resolution of the
Congress relating to complete independence, is of opinion that the recommendations
of the Nehru Committee are a great step towards political advance and, with-
out committing itself to every detail, generally approves of them.* .

Mr. IYENGAR, moving the resolution, said that it reaffirmed the Lucknow
Conference resolution and made it absolutely clear that there could bes no
real independence till the British connection was severed. The resolution
removed the Iast vestige of sambiguity that surrounded the Lucknow
resolution. The independence resolution was not sprung upon the
Madras Congress. It was before the country before that, and even at the Madras
Congress there were only two persons who were o ed to it. Dr. Besant and
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya were not opposed to it in the Subjects Committee
of the.Madras Congress. The Nehru Committee admitted in their seport that by
adopting Dominion Status they did not in any way tone down the demand of the
Congress for complete Independence. At the Conference held at Meerut Dr.
Ansari himself supported Independence and also the U. P. Political Conference last
week.  The resolution before them was practically the same as the Jhansi resolution.
Imperialism was what they were fighting and Dominion Status meant the acceptance
&nd perpetuation of Imperialism,

Dr, Besant intervening asked : Do you make the gaal of Irdependence obliga-
tory on all Congressmen and shut out Dominion Status ¢

Mr. Srinivasa lyengar replied: “It is open to individual Congressmen to advocate
Dominion Status. The Independence resolution is binding on all Congress organi-
sations and their executives, but does not bind anybody who even as a member of
the organisation, wants to advocate Dominion Status in his own capacity.

Proceeding Mr. Srinivasa lyengar said that the resolution placed before the
Committee was unanimously adopted by the Working Committee where there was

agreement. Undoubt.ecrly, they all wanted the unity of all political parties,
ut Congress unity was more paramount and esseutial. He had nothing to gain
or lose. Barring this one point of Independence or Dominion Status, he agreed with
every word of the Nehru Report. e indignantly repudiated any suggestion
emanating from any person, however high placed, or auy motive ascribed to him on
the alieged ground that he was against the Nehro Report. He flung the charge
back as unworthy of being entertained in the case of an ex-President of the Congress.
He trusted that be would not be misunderstood at least in the future,

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA said that the Madras Congress had led the way to the
whole country to pursue a Igolicy for the attainment of political freedom. When the
Nehru Report adopted Dominion Status, it never meant, as was made clear by Mr,
Subash Chandra Bose recently, that the Congress Executive ever slided its goal
towards Dominion Status, anfonunarely Pandit Motilal was not present here just
at this moment, but Mr. Sen Gupta said that there was no one keener on getting inde-
_ pendence than the President-elect of the Calcutta Congress. The Congress had

been absolutely steadfast, from the Madras Congress onwards, to the ideal of
Independence, and no Congress leader, at any time, ever hinted at lowering the
ideal. But it was only for the sake of political unity that the All-Parties’ Committee
embodied Dominion Status in the report, and that too, as was clearly emphasised
by the Madras Congress resolution itself, “having regard to the general desire of
all parties™ The biggest thing achieved was political and communal unity and the
formulation of a united demand at this crisis.
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“I am_wholeheartedly for the Congress not lowering its goal,” concluded Mr. Sen
Gupta. He added “The Congress js the strongest and biggest political organisation,
and but for the Congress and its leaders, the country cannot go on or go forward
towards the goal of independence. That is why I say that when the Congress has
led, and is still leading and when the Congress organisations are vigorous and virile,
independence leagues need not be formed, for the Congress itself is a League for
Independence.”

DR, BESANT'S AMENDMENT

The first amendment to the resolution was moved by Dr. Annie Besant who
urged the deletion of the words “that there can be no freedom till the British con-
nection was severed.” She said that personally she believed in declaring Independ-
ence, when India was ready to take it. She refused to be a 'party to the declaration

, of Independence and then going exactly on the lines of dependence. How could
India proclaim Independence, when for the military and naval protection India
depended on Great Britain ? “As Lokamanya Tilak put it, if you are given 12 annas
instead of Re. 1, take the twelve annas, and use it to get the other four annas” said
Dr. Besant, and added : “I want Dominion Status, because it is possible to get it
easily and quickly, and because it makes us independent within our own territories.
You have in the Nehru Report a Jarge measure of agreement and achievement of
unity, which is of enormous service to the country. Independence is not attainable
until we have the army and navy under our control. But the Congress at Madras
has adopted it, and it is legitimate to strive for that ideal. But to say in the
resolution here that true freedom can be had only by severance of the British con-
nection is going beyond the Congress resolution, and we in a committee of represent-
atives cannot strike out a new policy.”

Concluding, Dr. Besant criticised the policy pursued by Sir Basil Blackett when
he was in charge of Indian finances who decided all matters in favour of Britain.
When India was free she would have a friendly alliance with Britain. As regards
the Nehru Report, she pointed out that it did not contain the individual epinion of
the members but the greatest common measure that could be found. To reject the
report would be a fatal step for the Congress to take. As for the Independence
cry of Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar and others, Dr. Besant drew attention to the constitu-
tions framed by Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, Mr. C. Vijiaraghavachari and others which
had accepted Dominion Status as the goal,

MR. HAMEED KHAN'S AMENDMENT

Mr. Abdul Hameed Khan, {Madras) moved an amendment seeking to omit
part two of the resolution which accepted the recommendations of the Nehru
Committee for settlement of communal differences. He also moved for the deletion
of the last portion of the resolution which characterised the Nehru Report as a great
step towards political advance.

Mr. Basheer Ahmed, (Madras), seconding the motion, said that it would
be improper for the A. L. C, C. to accept the recommendations for the solution of the
communal problem until the opinion of the Moslem League and the Khilafat Com-
mittee was available. He mentioned that the All-Parties Conference in Madras
did not invite the Moslem League, the Khilafat Committee, the Justice Party and
other organisations, and it had no right to call itself by that name.

LALA DUNICHAND'S AMENDMENT

Lala Dunichand sought to amend the whole resolution with a proviso that the
Congress Committee entirely disapproved of the activities of some members which
were caleulated to strengthen the bureaucratic and reactiopary elements in the
country. :

LZa Dunichand cited the instances of some Jeaders who, on the plea of Complete
Independence, were passing resolutions against the Nehru Report with the help of
Government supporters. Neither Islam, Hinduism ror Sikhism was in danger, but the
communalists themselves constituted a great danger to the whole of the country,
The President disallowed it as not being an amendment but an independent
proposition,
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MR, PANDE'S AMENDMENT,

Mr. Chandra Datt Pande (U. P.) moved an amendment that the goalof
Independence should be made the immediate goal,

He feared that there was hkelihood of the present motion being interpreted to
mean that independence was & distant goal.

Swami Kumaranand, opposing the resolution, believed that the boycott of the Simon
Commission and the framing of a constitution like the Nehru Report were inconsis-
tent. The Nehru Committee, he deciared, had already co-operated with the Simon
Commigsion. He pleaded for a revolutionary progmmme, and would spread it to
the Indian States as well. The aim of the Congress ghould be to establish a parallel
Government. It was not for an Indian Commonwealth, that the Kakori prisoners
were hanged, the youths of Bengal interned, and political prisoners like himself were
made to drink their own urine,

Mr. O. Kandaswami Chetti ( Madras) vigorously defended that the goal
should be emphasised as immediate Independence, .

Pandit Jawaharal NEHRU supporing the resolution of Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar,
urged the movers of the amendments to withdraw them because the resolution had
nlghtly made it clear that the only ideal India could have was that of the destruction
of Imperialism, and because Independence signified an attack against Imperialism.
He personally did not like the exact wording of the resolution, but on_that score he
would not complain, because it gave perfect liberty of action to Congressmen to
preach socialism and independence. He believed in full-blooded socialism, but
would not bring that before the Congress now, because very few understood it. A
time however would come when the Congress, for the sake of its own existence,
would adopt the socialist programme in full. .

In the country, there were two sets of ideas :—one for Independence, the other for
Dominion Status. He did not agree with those who thought that a large measure
of freedom could be bad by connection with Britain. But he was firmly of the view
that unless the British connection was cut off root and branch, there was
no chance for India to attain her freedom. It was a  question
of extreme resistance to what was called Imperialism. The leaders
in the Congress did not know the implications of Imperialism. They would not study
these things. They were concerned only with the attitude of the British parties. .

Mrs. Besant had argued that India was unable to defend berself, and therefore shp
could not ask for Independence. India did not want any protection from Great Bri-
tain. If India could not defend herself fram aggression on the Fronticr and round

_ the sea coast now, as alleged, how would she be able-to defend herself by asking for
Dominion Status? Who did not know of the Skeen Committee, which was rejected
by the Government of India? India had an efficient army already and if there wasg
no sufficiency of officers, then they -could be had on payment, so that they might act
according to the bidding of Free India in the same manner as France, Russia and
other countries in the world did when they were faced with revolution. England’s
strength lay in her possession of India. India had no fear of aggression from Af-
ghanistan, which in spite of her army was undeveloped and had petty re-
sources.

Mr. SATYAMURTI spported the resolution moved by Mr. Srinivasa Iyen%ar, and
said that it would be a thousand pities if, because of difference of opinion, the good
work of the Nehru Committee should go to waste. The existence of the Congress de-
manded continuous loyalty to its resolutions by Congressmen. Unless there was a con-
flict of conscience, the duty of Congressmen who were members of the Nehru Commi-
ttee was to reconcile their recommendations to the resolutions of the Congress. Fortu-
nately, the All-Parties Conference had given liberty to Congressmen to work for
Independence, and this he proposed to exercise now in favour of Independence. To
say that a Congressman could &for Independence as  member of the Congress and’
for Dominion Status as & member of the All-Parties’ Conference was a most untena-
ble positon to take up. . : - : . .

r. Satyamurti feared that if the All-Parties Conference continued to exist, the
Congress itself would be given a secondary place. Congressmen gave up Indepen-
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dence and agreed to Dominion Status for the sake of unity. Did the Liberals give
any guarantee that they would not give up Dominion Status, or if it was not given,
that they would not try for offices in the Viceroy’s Executive Council ?- Why all
this hunt after the maricha of unity with such people, thereby giving a wrong lead '
to the country # Dr. Besant had talked of England’s protection of India. But go
anywhere in the world, and there you would find England's name stinking in men’s
nostrils. England had no friends, but India had no enemies. With a resurgent
China and Russia and with Afghanistan being democratised, India was capable of

.defending herself and need have no fear of Britain. He protested against the cam-

paign of a section of Congressmen in Madras to malign those whe worked for Inde-
pendence ; and he wanted thé Congress Committee to see thatthe prestige of the
Congress was not lowered. In demanding Complete Independence they were not
fighting for paper resclutions, but for 2 change in the angle of vision, so that they
could introduce the policy of Sinn Femn and establish freedom for India without look-
ing for it elsewhere. .

PANDIT MOTILAL EX®eLAINS His PoOSITION.

Pandit Motilal NEHRU, at the outset, made a confession of faith. He yielded
not even to Pandit Jawaharlal (Hear, hear) in the firm belief in complete Indepen-
dence for India. He had always believed that there was no remedy for India’s ills
except complete Independence ; but at the same time he had held that Dominion
Status was not to be spurned away. {A voice : Willit be given ) “I see there is less
distance between Dominion Status and Independence than there is between dependence
and Independence. I know, Dominion Status will never be given to you, unless one of
the parties is forced by circumstances. Atany rate, it will not be willingly given ;
but the All-Parties” Committee has done unexpected good.work in that it has secured
unanimity of opinion on the question of Dominion Status.. It has brought together
various political organisations to agree to Dominion Status as the minimum demand
and as the starting point for Congressmen to work with the other parties. It was
very good showing the strength of feeling behind the Congress.” . .

He (the speaker) was not in India when the Congress last year passed a resolution
authorising the Working Committee to arrange for an All-Partie’s Conference. He
himself felt pessimistic about its utility, but it having been launched upon, the con-
ference was brought into existence and its committee framed a constitition.. As the
committee made it clear, the goal of the Congress was not in any way lowered. But
it made the Corgress know from the other parties that they were all for a form of
of Government which would in no case be lower than that which prevailed in the
self-governing dominions. Not having ‘been ‘responsible for the Committee’s crea-
tion he was in honour bound to support its decisions. But if his position was con-
sidered inconsistent with his membership "of the executive of the Congress and with
his being the President-elect of the Congress, then he would resign from that position,
The full reason why he supported the resolution was that while it epabled the In-
dependence-wallahs to pursue their own programme, it gave equal liberty to those -
who advocated Dominion Status to pursue theirs, At the same time he did not want
any party to malign the other. ] . C e .

Proceeding, Pandit Matilal explained his own position. “Within'a few weeks I
shall be riding two horses, one, the All-Parties horse, the other the Congress horse.
Unless 1 can keep both horses well in command, [ won't try it. ( Laughter.) My
position is going to be that I advecdte Dominion Status having been a signatory to
the All-Parties Report, whether ! believe in Dominion Status or not. But for the
fact that this resolution states that the Nehru Committee Report is a great step
towards political advance, you would never find me supporting this resolution whole-
heartedly. Because it gives liberty of artion to those who are for Domioion Status
you must not run away with the idea that the Congress is for Independence. It may
be that the majority in the next Congress is for Independence, but the munority has
always the right to convince and convert the majority.  There is really no half way
house between complete Independence and complete dependence. Every day
strengthens me in my conviction that the Government are not going to concede even
Dominion Status.” : )
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“The way the Simon Commission is going about its work is sufficient proof.
Pandit Jawaharlal has charged the leaders of the Congress with ignorance of the
implications of Socialism. 1 plead guilty to it ; but I can claim that I can foresee
more clearly than he can. You cannet %t:vent Congressmen from supporting the
All-Parties decisions, although they may be far short of the Congress resolutions.”

A voice ;: Iy the All-Parties Conference co-existent with the Congress ?

Pandit Motilal (warming up) declared ; I say, the All-Parties Conference is
greater than even the Congress. The Congress cannot be bigger than what it is,
The All-Parties Uonféerence was brought about by the Congress, which is a party to
jt. 'We must stand by its decisions.

AMENDMENTS WITHDRAWN.

" After Pandit Motilal Nehru had spoken, the Presidemt Dr. Ansari announced
the withdrawal of all amendments té the main resolution by Dr. Anpie Besant.
Mr. Abdul Hameed Khan, Lala Dunichand and Mr. C. D. Pande.

Lala Lajpat RAI said that he agreed with most of what Pandit Motilal had said.
His wish however was to turn out the British from India even by force, They had to
gain freedom by any means which was practicable and availehle, He declared that
the British did not occupy their present position by peaceful and legitimate means.
Non-violence, as a policy, was all right ; but it should not be accepted as a creed,
Proceeding, Lala Laipat Rai said that he would not oppose the resolution but would
neither support it. The oath of allegiance and the independence ideal were two
inconsistent things and as long as he retained his seat in the Assembly, he could
not declare complete independence. He however did not oppose independence.
He was with the motion mentally. (Laughter). What was required to-day was
incessant propaganda among the masses with a view to prepare them for a revolution.
He deplored that they had not yet devised any means, and the only business
they had so far indulged in, was talking mere words. Anybody who talked of
independence must give up the vestige of communal representation. They should
not think of making the cause of independence a political loot.

Alluding to the Nechru Report, the speaker warned his countrymen that if they
threw away the present atmosphere, they would be doing great disservice to the
country. He begged of the people not to make the position of Pandit Motilal
Nehru a difficult one,

Replying to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Lala Lajpat Rai said that there was no
nation in the world which was not desirous of dominating India. He had seen more
of Socialism than what Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had ever heard of Whenever
any Asiatic question cropped up, all European powers combined together toput down

ia. .

Mr. C. S. Ranga Aiyar suggested that voting should be postponed till the next
day as Lala Lajpat Rai's speech called for a discussion.

Replying to the debate, Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar stated that he wanted to forget the
past, and make a clean slate for the future. He did not subscribe to the view that
the Independence resolution was a paper resolution. He would stand for complete
independence and not Dominion Status, - .

Replying to Lala Lajpat Rai Mr. Iyengar said it was not inconsistent to take the
oath of allegiance to the Crown in the legisiature and to declare and work for
Independence. Even if it was not so he would prefer to err in the company of Keir
Hardy, De Valera and Hertzog. His notions of honour were fundamentally different
from those of Lala Lajpat Rai. Then again the oath of allegiance was confined to
business in the Couvncils only. He asked the members not to attach any importance
to Lala Lajpat Rai’s opinion on this subject, ‘

ORIGINAL RESOLUTIGN CARRIED

The resolution on being put to vote, was declared carried ‘nem con’, only Lala
Lajpat Rai and Dr. Besant not participating in the voting. The committee dispersed
at 8 p.m. and adjourned till next day. ,

MOTION FOR RFCONSIDERATION DISALLOWED

When the All-India Congress Committee reassembled on the 4th INN)_V].'I!\’I_BERf
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya (who arrived in the morning) moved reconsideration 0



éNOov.728.}  PROCEEDINGS OF THE DELHI MEETING 1]
the resolution of the Working Committee passed yesterday by the All-India Congress
Committee, and sought to delete the words “that there can be no true freedom till
the British connection is severed.”

_Pandit Malaviya contended that the Congress Committee was not justified in
going boyond the Madras Congress resolution on independence. That decision left
open the question of India being within or outside the British Empire. He empha-
sised that under self-government new autonomous communities would be equal in
status and in no way subordinate to one another either in domestic or external mat-
ters, though united by common allegiance,

Dr. M, A. Ansari ruled out the motion as having been decided after full
discussion,
S5, Sympathy with the Working Class.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru then moved a resolution expressing sympathy with those
workers who had been on strike in the various parts of the country and admiration
for the determined struggle which they had waged against hunger and the forces of
the employing classes and the Government.

Swami Kumaranand and Mr. Subash Chandra Bose supported the motion. The
latter denied the charge that Congressmen had not been taking interest in Labour
struggle. In his own province, they had identified themselves with the sorrows and
troubles of Labour; but he admitted that; generally speaking, the charges were
justified. Mr. Subash Chandra Bose declared that he stood for a “rapprochement”
between Congress and Lahour. : . )

AN AMENDMENT REJECTED

Mr. Mutira Prasad moved an amendment to the effect, that the Congress Com-
mittee expressed sympathy with only those who went on strike justifiably. He
maintained that the executive of the Congress should be an Arbitration Board between
Labour and Capital. The resolution suggested that capitalists were always wrong,
and the strikers right. i

Pandit Malaviya supported the amendment. He said that sufficient care had not
been taken in the past while calling strikes. .

Mr, Bose : Give us an instance when sufficient care was not taken,

Pandit Malaviya : I think the Bombay strike was started without sufficient care
of consequences, '

Mr Muttra Prasad’s amendment on being put to the vote was rejected by 24 votes
against 18 and the original resolution was passed unanimously.

6. Simon Boycott,

Mr. 8. Satyamurti then moved the following resolution :—

“The All-India Congress Committee has noted with satisfaction that, notwith-
standing all official efforts to the contrary, the boycott of the Simon Commission has
been carried out with success, and all representative organisations and representative
men have kept aloof from the Commission. The Committee trusts the boycott will be
maintained to the end.”

Mr. Satyamurti regretted that Sir John Simon .who was acclaimed as a very
able and intelligent person should consciously play the leading part in the farce that
was being enacted. If Sir John was able he ought to have seen that the miscellane-
ous group of witnesses who came before the Commission were by no means either
representative or even intelligent or knew what they wanted. Yet Sir john Simon
was going about trumpeting that valuable evidence was being collected. The Gov-
ernment of India and the Provincial Governments re-echoed the pompous announ-
cement of the Commission that they had nothing to do with each other, and that
the Commission would hear evidence impartially. But to-day, the Commission
stalked through the land as the handmaid of the bureaucracy, chaperoned by the
police and housed at Government Houses. In Madras, for instance, the provisions
of the Criminal Procedure and Indian Penal Codes were invoked to break the boycott
movement. Indeed, the Commission’s mind had been made up. Did not Lord Burn-
ham, when a witness pleaded for the separation of judicial from executive functions,
asked him to give reasons beyond what were advanced by the Congressmen ? Again,

4



aé THE ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE [ peLa,

at Lahore did not the members of the Commission suggest in regard to communal
representation, that minorities could only be given protection by official nomination
of so called representatives or by perpetuation of separate electorates # In effect the
trend of the evidence of the unofficial witnesses was : “We do not know what we want
or what the country wants ; but if you are going to give any reforms or privileges,
then let us have a share much beyond what we are entitled to, either by population
or wealth or intelligence.”

It was a truthful claim to say that the Commission had been successfully boy-
cotted. The Nehru Committee Report was a valuable contribution to the framing
of a constitution on a democratic basis with full guarantee for minorities. When the
leading men in the counu;y produced such a constitution, Sir John Simon patronisingly
called it as the product of a group of soliticiarm. That was insulting to the dignuy
and self-respect of the Congress and the country. He declared that the Nehru
Report was not intended by its authors or by the All-India Congress Committee for
Sir John Simon and his Commission, but was produced in the exercise of the prin-
ciple of self-determination. The unity which was going to impress Sir Jobn Simon
and England and which would get anything to India, would be the unity of main-
taining the boycott unimpaired. ‘

Dr. Satyapal (Lahore) referred ta the buge demonstration and procession
against the Commission on the day of its amival in Lahore. The attack on Lala
Lajpat Rai was wanton, brutal and uncalled for. The pu behind it was to
incite the people to violence. There was no representative body which had co-opera-
ted with the Commission in the Punjab. The effectiveness of the boycott was so
severe that the Commission office looked like an armed camp and the C. . D. Ins-
pectors were acting as chaprasees and bearers.

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar supporting the motion felt satisfied that the Congress
Working Committee’s boycott decision had proved correct, but the success was due
to the exertions of both Congressmen and non-Congressmen throughout the country.
Indeed, the boycott movement was the second great movement after the Non-co-o
ration Movement. When Pandit Madan Mohan Malayjva told him that morning
that the cry of “Simon, Go Back” was music in the Punjab, he felt that the illness
he had for the last six weeks had disappeared. The boycott mentality was sure to
be productive of constructive resulits.

AMENDMENT For HOLDING HARTALS ACCEPTED

Lala Shankar Lal, Secretary of the Delhi Congress Committee moved an amend-
ment for holding hartals in all places to be visited by the Simon Commission.

He detailed at length the tactics played by the Bureaucracy in_giving out wrong
timings of the arrival and departure of the Simon Commission. He pointed out a
C. 1. D. informer in the visitors’ gallery who, he said, had come to the committee
by purchasing 8 visitor’s ticket and continued to take notes in spite of permission
not having been given to him. ( Shame, Shame&.

Lala Shankar Lal's amendment was camried by a majority and the amended
resolution was passed. - _

9. Other Resolutions.

The Working Secretary then placed the following resolution of the Working
Committee before the A. 1. C. C, for the information of the house :— .

“The Working Committee resolves that a Congress Research Section be organised
and that, to begin with, two scholars be appointed, and that Rs. 6,000 be set apart
for the present for this purpose, The Committee resolves further that the Working
Secretary should take the necessary steps in this behalf, . .

The following resolution passed by the Working Committee for adoption by
tbe A. L C. C. was moved by the Working Secretary :— . .

“The A. L C. C. recommends to affiliate the London Branch of the Indian National
Congress.”

e resolution was carried.

The following resolution of the Working Committee was placed before the A. L

C. C. by the Secretary for the information of the bouse i—
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L Read letter from the League against Imperialism re. Next World Congress of the -
eague. '

“Resolved that the Working Secretary be authorised to act on behalf of the
Congress.”

The Secretary then moved the following resolution on behalf of the Working
Committee 1—

“That the report submitted by the Committee appointed to revise the Congress
Eor;stitution be considered by the Subjects Committee of the ensuing Congress at

alcutta,”

The resolution was put to the vote and carried,

The Secretary then read out the following resolution passed by the Working
Committee on the 1st September, 1928 at Lucknow :—

“This Committee has noted with regret that various Congress Council Parties
have not been following the instructions contained in the Madras Congress resolution
on Council work. The Committee, however, recognises that these Parties had to
face difficult situations and it was not often easy to follow the Congress instructions.
In view of all the circumstances the Committee is of opinion that Council Parties
should be allowed greater latitude in regard to Council work, The Committee,
however, hopes that the spirit of the Congress resolution will be adhered to. The
Committee recommends accordingly to the A I. C. C.”

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar moved that the resolution be formally adopted by
the Committee. Mr. Abdul Hamid Khan seconded. Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar)
spoke in support of the Working Committee’s resolution. Mr. B. G, Horniman
( Karnatak) opposed the motion of Mr, S. Srinivasa Iyengar and wished to refer
the resolution to the Subjects Committee of the next Congress for consideration.
Mr. T. Viswanatham (Andhra) seconded Mr. Horniman. Mr. Abdul Hamid
Khan opposed Mr. Horniman’s suggestion to postpone consideration. Mr.
Horniman's motion for postponement was put to the vote and lost. Mr, S. Srinivasa
Iyengar’s motion to adopt the Working Committee’s resolution was then put and
declared carried.

The Commitlee then adjourned.

The Proceedings of the Calcutta meeting.

In an atmosphere of subdued excitement the next and last meeting of the
A. L C, C, for the vear was held in Deshbandhunagar, Calcutta on Wednesday the
26th DECEMBER 1928 on the eve of the Congress under the presidency of Dr. Ansari.
There was a large gathering. Among those present were Mahatma Gandhi, Pts.
Motilal, Malaviya, Messrs, J. M. Sen Gupta, Srinivasa Iyengar, Sardar Mangal
Singh, Subhas Chandra Bose, Dr. Kitchlew, Mrs. Besant, Sjta. Basanti Devi and
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru. Among the visitors were Mr. Ryan of pan-Pacific
Labour Secretariat and Mr. Bradely of Labour Research Bureau, London.

ATTACK ON BENGAL CONGRESS M. L. C.’S

At the outset Dr. Ansari regretted postponement of the meeting fixed for Tuesday
adding that they were not sitting idle but were t1ying to come to an agreement be-
tween the two wings of the Congress. This over the proceedings of the Working Com-
mittee and the General Secretaries’ annual report were adopted.

Sj. BISWANATH moved the resolution that the A.L C. C. disapproved the conduct
of the Congress Party in the Bengal Council during the last tenancy legislation. He
charged the Swarajists with sins of omission and commission in as much as they had
voted with the Government in a measure which further strengthened the hands of Zemin-
dars. Mr. Pattavi Sitarammya raised a point of order to the effect that Sj. Biswanath
had no locus standi as the Bengal Congress Party did not act in violation of the Madras
resolution. The President replied that there was nothing in the Congress resolution to
prevent a member to bring in such resolution. Mr. Nimbskar seconded. Mr. Sen Gupta
replying said that they had no siternative but to act in the way they did with the
special permission of the Working Committee. He pointed out that they had no initia-
tive in the matter and when the bill was introduced they could not allow the third party
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to play the one party against another. What they did was to follow Deshbandhu's
Ermcaple laying down that until freedom was attained they must so adjust relations
etween tenants and semindars as to avoid civil war. The bill was a comprehensive
measure and what they had done for the ryot was that for the first time they had given
the tepants rights of occupancy in Jand and to dig wells and right to sefl and these
could only be done because the Congress members were there. Let the Congress
ive definite lead and he would act accordingly. Mr. Aney supported Mr. Sen-
upta. At this stage Mahatma Gandhi with Pt. Motilal arrived nmf were received
with shouts of “Bandemataram.”” Mr. Ramdas Pantalu expressed disappointment at

Mr. Sen-Gupta’s Speech as either in spirit or in letter the Bengal Congress party had
not followed the Gauhati resolution urging the Congress to work for the betterment of
the condition of tenants and ryots. -

. Mr. Harisarvotham Rao of Madras requested the mover to withdraw the resolu-
tion afier Mr. Akhil Ch. Dutt had explained the circumstances under which Congress
Party took part in the discussion. The motion for closure was put at this stage.
On an assurance from Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose that they acted in the interest of
tenants, the mover begged [eave of the House to withdraw his motion. The motion
was then withdrawn,

Dr. ANSARYI, the retiring President of the National Congress, then in_his farewell
speech said =1 wish to say afew words on this occasion. My predecessor Mr.
Srinivasa Iyengar when he handed over the charge had donea t deal of work to the
country to bring the two communities together (hear, hear ) ; in fact it was his pioneer
work which was of considerable help duning my tenure of office. According to the
representation of the Congress, we called the All-Parties Conference and the Nehru
Report which bas been a landmark and real advance of the country, has been before
the country and before you. We have done a great deal of work since the Nehru Report
was placed before you. I may tell you that the situation in the country, whether it is as
regards Hindu Moslem question or whether unity of various political schools of
thought, is mnite different form what it had been in years gaat. 1 may tell you gentle-
men, that this Convention which you have called and which has done so much work,
1 am very sorry to say, is at present facing crisis. It depends eutirely on you, on your
statesmanship and farsightedness whether you want to achieve and reap the work of
the Nehru Report. I beg of you to think wisely before you decide one way or the other.
I have been striving hard to ring unity not only between Hindus and Moslems and
although I am myself the President of he Congress, I believe in the goal of indepen-
dence. I bave been bringing into the sections together. To-day you have to face
that question in the very beginning and I say that that is the heart of the whole con-
stitution. If you stab the heart, if you allow the heart to be stopped, the whole orga-
nism will be dead and you will not be able to revive it. Think very carefully before
yon decide to act one way or the other.”

Then Dr. Arsari welcomed the new President Pandit Motilal Nehru and requested
him to occupy the chair.

At this stage the All-India Congress Committes convented itself into the
Subjects Committen

Proceedings of the Subjects Committee,

As Pandit MOTILAL took the chair he said : “Alll can say before I take my
seat as the President-elect is that & heavy responsibility has been handed to me by
your retiring president. It is not usual, Isuppose, for the Preisdent-elect as it is
usual for the Viceroys who come to this country to announce what policies they will
pursue. As Dr, Ansari has just pointed out to you at the very commencement of
the proceeding that you will have to face a question of the most vital importance to the
whole country. My services to you will depend on how you tackle the question. I
have to give as much assistance as I possibly can in working the resolution which will
soon be placed before you. All that 1 can say is that it will depend upon your work
and the line you choose to adopt whether I shall be useful at all or not, and if so
to what extent. "} am not, therefore, able to say more at present but I hope you will
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make it possible if not easy for me to bear the burden which is being handed to me
by the retiring President.’”

1. Condolence Resolutions.

Pandit Motilal then placed from the chair two condolence resolutions relating
to the death of Hakim Ajmal Khan, Lord Sinha and Lala Lajpat Rai, three ex-
Presidents of the Congress and Messrs. Maganlal Gandhi, Gopabandhu Das and
Gopal Krishna Iyer which were adopted all standing. The Pandit further moved from
the chair : “That this Congress condemns the attack by the Lahore police on Lala
Lajpat Rar and other leaders near the railway station while leading the boycott
procession on the arrival of the Simon Commission as deliberate and unprovoked
and believes that the death of Lalaji was accelerated by the injuries he received at
the hands of the police.”” This resolution was also carried. '

The Pandit then said that one member had sent in notice of a condolence resolution
regarding the death of the Rajah of Panagal. He pointed out that it was not their
custom to adopt such resolutions ; their custom being to confine resolutions to deaths
of persons connect d with the Congress. By this they did not mean disrespect to
others. They might as well like to pass resolutions about Mr. 8. R. Das.

2. Dominion Status.

This over, Mahatma Gandhi, amidst applause, moved